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MODI BIOPIC RELEASE: EC TO TAKE CALL TODAY
shortstories
AFTER EC NOTICE
ON YOGI REMARK,
NAQVI NOW SAYS
‘MODI JI KI SENA’
BAREILLY:A day after the Election
Commission of India issued a
notice to Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath for
allegedly calling the Army “Modi
ki sena (Modi’s army)”, a video of
Union minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi surfaced in which he is
purportedly seen making a similar
remark at an election rally in
Rampur. The video purportedly
shows Naqvi saying in Hindi that
the Congress “feeds biryani to
terrorists but Modiji’s army
tackles them with bullets.” ››P8

ED chargesheet names
Michel’s partner as accused
NEW DELHI::The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Thursday
filed a supplementary charge
sheet detailing how Christian
Michel allegedly routed a 70
million-euro bribe meant for
Indian politicians, bureaucrats
and defence officials to swing a
12-helicopter deal in favour of
Anglo-Italian company AgustaWestland, officials said, four
months after the alleged
middleman was extradited to
HTC
India from the UAE.

ELECTION2019
PARTY PRIMER:
SAD-BJP
In pre-poll alliance since 1996,
Shiromani Akali Dal and
Bharatiya Janata Party are
again in the fray together.
Mauled to their worst ever
defeat in the 2017 assembly
elections, both are looking at
the Lok Sabha contest to
redeem their clout and
confidence.
››P2

http://read.ht/JS4
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ADVANI BREAKS SILENCE: BJP OPPONENTS NOT ANTI-NATIONAL

RBIcutsratestospur
investment,spending

>>ht nation p11

RAHUL FILES WAYANAD NOMINATION

MONETARY POLICY Repo rate now 6% after 25 basis-point cut, EMIs may fall
Vivina Vishwanathan
n

Bid to boost sluggish economy

vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank of

India (RBI)cut key interest rates
byaquarterofapercentagepoint
on Thursday, its second reductionintwomonths,seekingtolift
economic growth, investment
and consumer spending and
lower borrowing costs in a move
thatcomesjustaweekbeforethe
startofpollingintheseven-phase
general election.
RBI’s monetary policy committee (MPC) reduced the repo
rate at which it lends short-term
money to commercial banks, to
6% from 6.25%. The central bank
lowered the reverse repo rate, at
which it borrows money from
commercial lenders, to 5.75%
from 6%. It maintained a neutral
policy stance, meaning that it’s
notinfavourofeitherincreasing
or lowering the interest rates.
RBI’smove“demonstratesits
renewed focus on strengthening
the growth metrics at a time of
benign inflation footprint and
growth concerns,” Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
director general Chandrajit
Banerjee said. He hoped banks
will respond by lowering their
lending rates so that the cost of
borrowing declines.
RBI’s move gives banks some
roomtocuttheirloanrates,possibly lowering the equated
monthly instalments (EMI) that
individualspayonhomeandconsumer loans.
Any reduction may be limited
giventhatbanks’depositgrowth
has declined and they are struggling to attract funds.
CONTINUED ON P9

The latest rate cut cancels out the two rate hikes that took place during Urjit Patel’s tenure
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LOWER EMIs AHEAD?: Home, auto and personal
loan EMIs are likely to go down, but with a lag

n This is the first
back-to-back rate cut since
the 6-member Monetary
Policy Committee was
formed in late 2016

HEADWINDS FOR
ECONOMY

n RBI said the economy
is facing headwinds,
especially on the
global front. Domestic
economic activity has
also decelerated due
to a slowdown in
consumption

DEPOSITS UNCHANGED: It is unlikely that banks
will cut fixed deposits interest rate immediately

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government

wants the interest rate regime
lowered to a level where paying
equated monthly instalments
(EMIs) for home loans will be
cheaper than paying rents,
finance minister Arun Jaitley
said on Thursday after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
lowered policy rates for a second time in two months.
Commercial banks will

respond to the RBI’s rate cuts
and will eventually pass on the
benefit of lower interest rates to
customers, Jaitley said in an
interview to Hindustan Times.
Banks review their Marginal
Cost of funds based Lending
Rate, or MCLR, the floor at
which they extend loans, every
month, Jaitley said. “So we will
have to wait for their decision.
And, I’m sure, over a period of
time it gets reflected,” he added.
The central bank on Thursday reduced the repo rate, or the
rate at which it lends short-term

money to commercial banks, by
25 basis points, matching its
February rate cut. One basis
point is one-hundredth of a percentage point. A lower interest
rate regime will make borrowings cheaper, particularly for
homebuyers, and generate consumer demand that will boost
economic growth.
Jaitley cited an example from
the years when the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) was
in power under the leadership of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with his sister and party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra during a roadshow in Wayanad, where he filed his nomination on Thursday. >>P8

›

new growth
forecast (down from 7.4%
estimated in February)

Goal is to make home loan EMIs
cheaper than rents, says Jaitley
Shishir Gupta and Rajeev
Jayaswal

n

7.2%

›
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My brother, my truest friend, and by far
I have come to Kerala to send a
the most courageous man I know. Take
message that India is one. South,
north, east, west, centre... all are one... care of him Wayanad, he won’t let you down
RAHUL GANDHI

PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA

No Kartarpur meet likely
before Lok Sabha polls
Rezaul H Laskar
n

rezaul.laskar@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: IndiaandPakistanare

not expected to hold any more
meetingsontheKartarpurcorridor before the country’s general
elections as Islamabad is yet to
respond to issues raised by New
Delhi,peoplefamiliarwithdevelopments said on Thursday.
On March 29, India called off
thesecondmeetingwithPakistan
to discuss modalities for the corridor, which was scheduled for
April2,overthe inclusionof proKhalistanactivistssuchasGopal
ChawlaandBisanSinghinaPakistanicommitteetofacilitateSikh
pilgrims.

PAKISTAN YET TO
RESPOND TO ISSUES
RAISED BY INDIA, SAY
MEA OFFICIALS
Pakistan is yet to respond to
concernsformallyraisedbyIndia
abouttheinclusionofpro-KhalistanactivistsinthePakistanSikh
GurdwaraPrabandhakCommittee andrequestsforclarifications
onotherissues,suchasthenumber of pilgrims who will be
allowedtousethecorridorevery
day and visa-free visits to GurdwaraDarbarSahibin Kartarpur,
the people cited above said.
“It is unlikely any more meet-

ings will be held before the elections,” an official, who didn’t
want to be named, said.
India is, however, hopeful a
meeting of technical experts it
hasproposedtoresolveoutstanding issues at the zero point could
go ahead. “The experts can meet
along the border and discuss
these issues,” the official added.
Asked about the Kartarpur
corridor, external affairs ministry spokesperson Raveesh
Kumarsaid:“Weremaincommittedtorealisethewishesandaspirations of the people, which flow
out of the pending demand of pilgrimstovisittheKartarpurgurdwara usingthe corridorin a safe,
smooth and easy manner.”
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

STATEOFPARTY: SAD-BJP

NOT SURE-FOOTED, ALLIES STILL FORCE TO RECKON WITH
In pre-poll alliance since 1996, Shiromani Akali Dal and Bharatiya Janata Party are again in the fray together. Mauled to their worst ever defeat in the 2017 assembly
elections, both are looking at the Lok Sabha contest to redeem their clout and confidence. With disaffection in their ranks, they are counting on the Modi magic

KEY LEADERS

REPORT CARD: PERFORMANCE
IN THE LAST FIVE LS POLLS

PARKASH SINGH
BADAL, 91

HARSIMRAT
KAUR BADAL, 52

AKALI SUPREMO AND
FIVE-TIME CHIEF MINISTER
The grand old man of Punjab
politics may not be in the thick of
action this time, yet he continues
to to be the linchpin of the
alliance. That he flew last week to
Ahmedabad to bless BJP chief
Amit Shah at his Lok Sabha
nomination underscored a huge
respect he enjoys with top brass
of saffron party. A moderate to
the core and a staunch flag-bearer
of communal amity, he cuts a
wide swathe among both the
Sikhs and Hindus.

UNION MINISTER AND
BATHINDA MP
Now thoroughly bred in Akali
politics, she has positioned herself
as the most vocal face of issues
concerning Punjab and the Sikhs.
She enjoys a strong bond with her
brother, former minister Bikram
Singh Majithia, and follows her
father-in-law Parkash Singh Badal’s
person-to-person contact style of
politics. Elected as MP from
Bathinda for the second time in
2014, she’s ready for a re-contest
from Bathinda or Ferozepur
constituency.

ON BY THE SAD-BJP I
SW
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SUKHBIR SINGH
BADAL, 56

2

PRESIDENT, SHIROMANI AKALI DAL
The upcoming polls are a crucial
test for Sukhbir who has lately
emerged out of the shadow of
his father Parkash Singh Badal.
Adopting an aggressive and
hands-on approach, he has
been trying to galvanise the
party shaken by the 2015 sacrilege
saga that also led to a section of
veterans Akalis walking out of the
party. The Lok Sabha elections will be
an indicator of his grip on the Panthic
constituency that has been annoyed
with Akalis. Sukhbir seems to have
overcome the challenge from
dissenters. The AAP meltdown will be
an opportunity for him to retrieve
Akalis’ lost ground in traditional
citadel of Malwa.

Seats*

1

MAJHA
(3 SEATS)

Seats

DOABA
(2 SEATS)

13

Total Lok Sabha
constituencies

PUNJAB

3

Seats

MALWA
(8 SEATS)

* After Vinod Khanna’s
demise, Congress won the
Gurdaspur bypoll

STATE BJP CHIEF
Rajya Sabha MP and ex-mayor of
Amritsar, Malik, 55, was surprisingly
elevated to the post of state BJP
chief in March 2018. After a year in
the saddle, Malik is yet to prove
himself in curbing the grave
infighting among the party’s top
rung. With his limited appeal and
base, Malik faces an uphill task to
rev up the party rank and file. That
the party is struggling to find
winnable home-grown faces in
three constituencies it is contesting
in Punjab speaks volumes about its
readiness. It’s only hope is the
Modi wave.

MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
Once a plumber in Arab countries,
Sampla is the Dalit face of the BJP in
Punjab where Dalits make up roughly
32% of the population. The BJP
high-command projected him as
future face of the party and despite a
first-time MP, he was made a minister
of state and later elevated as state
party chief as well. However, this
experiment failed and party lost
miserably in the 2017 assembly polls
and could win only three seats. The
coming elections will decide Sampla’s
future even as there is uncertainty
over his candidature from Hoshiarpur.

IN A FIX Party yet to declare its nominees for high-profile seats
of Bathinda, Patiala, Khadoor Sahib, Ferozepur and Ludhiana
navneetsharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Arvind Kejri-

wal-led Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) was first off the blocks by
naming its nominees for eight of
the 13 Lok Sabha constituencies,
but it is still to select candidates
for key seats in the state.
The AAP, which won four
seats with 25% of the total votes
polled in the 2014 parliamentary
polls, has not declared its candidates for Bathinda, Patiala,
Khadoor Sahib, Ferozepur and
Ludhiana seats so far. Though
most of these constituencies
have all the makings of gripping
contests with high-profile contestants being fielded by rival
parties, the principal opposition
party appears to be struggling to
find candidates. The AAP had
announced its candidates for
five seats in October last year
following it up with another
three last month.
The party state leadership
considered fielding some legislators, including Kotkapura
MLA Kultar Singh Sandhwan
and Sunam MLA Aman Arora
from Bathinda and Patiala or
Ludhiana, respectively, at one
stage to bolster its prospects,
but they expressed unwillingness to contest. “There is still
some time. We will pick candidates from among the party volunteers,” said AAP core committee chairman Budh Ram.
BATHINDA A MATTER
OF PRESTIGE
The Bathinda Lok Sabha seat,
which saw a no-holds-barred
battle between sitting MP Harsimrat Kaur Badal and her
estranged brother-in-law Manpreet Singh Badal in 2014, is a

›

There is still some
time. We will pick
candidates from among
the party volunteers.
BUDH RAM, AAP core
committee chairman

matter of prestige for the AAP
this time. Rebel leader Sukhpal
Singh Khaira, who quit and set
up his Punjab Ekta Party (PEP)
three months ago, is in the fray
with three of the party’s disgruntled MLAs openly supporting him. The AAP would not
want to lag behind Khaira.
Though AAP leaders were in
touch with former Congress MP
Jagmeet Singh Brar to join the
party and contest from
Bathinda till two weeks ago,
talks did not materialise. Party
sources said the names of local
leaders Amritpal Agarwal, Dr
Vijay Singla and Amardeep
Rajan were being considered. In
2014, the party had fielded Jassi
Jasraj who polled 87,000 votes,
but he switched sides to the Lok
Insaaf Party last month and is
taking on AAP state chief and
sitting MP Bhagwant Mann in
Sangrur.
In Patiala Lok Sabha constituency, which the party won in
2014 with Dr Dharamvira Gan-

44

Vote share
Seats

37.8

11

35

3

8+3

2+1

1998

1999

11

8+3

5

6

4+1

4+2*

2004
2009
2014
*BJP lost Gurdaspur in 2017 bypoll

PLAN FOR 2019

WHAT WORKS
Akali-BJP collectively makes a
practical combination in the
state, guarding the
aspirations of a large section
of population comprising
people of all faiths and
trades. Together in pre-poll
alliance since 1996, they have been posing a
stiff challenge to the ruling Congress in a
bipolar electoral politics that was disrupted by
AAP in 2014 when it emerge as a third force.
Despite differences arising from time to
time, the alliance partners have managed
to sail through because the BJP find a
visible minority in Akalis to project secular
credentials and Akalis need the Hindu vote and
a non-Congress ally at the Centre.

WHAT DOESN'T

10
seats

3

seats

SAD

BJP

to contest

to contest

Both Akalis and BJP face
criticism for having been
influenced by each other’s
ideology. Due to sacrilege
incidents of 2015, the
SAD-BJP coalition which
ran the government in
the state then is the target of a large
population, particularly Sikhs. Despite in
power for 10 years (from 2007 to 2017), the
BJP has failed to spread its roots in the
state.

WHAT NEXT?

HURRY, PUNJAB! APRIL 19
IS THE LAST DAY TO ENROL
Citizens can still enrol to cast their votes.
Enrolment will go on until 10 days before the last date of
filing of nomination of the particular phase (April 29 for
Punjab)
The voters can visit www.nvsp.in or
ceopunjab.gov.in
Or contact toll-free number

1950 to register themselves as voters
The registration can be done by filling
form-6 by uploading
documents proving age,
also
residential address and a
Voters can
ge
colour photograph
send a messa e>
ac
The registration will be
completed in
10 days, once verification is
done by the electoral officers

PUNJAB VOTES ON
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MAY 19
RESULTS ON MAY 23

The alliance partners are
ready for yet another
electoral battle, after a
failed seat-swap attempt
from both sides. In the past,
both allies have faced issues
of lack of coordination
during the poll campaigning, which they are
trying to overcome this time with a collective
decision to focus on achievements of the
Narendra Modi-led BJP government at the
Centre.

WHAT ARE THEY UP AGAINST
With the entry of Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA) and
SAD (Taksali) in the poll fray, a
multi-cornered contest is
building up in some of the
segments. Shiromani Akali Dal
fears shifting away of their
core Panthic constituency to other parties,
especially SAD (Taksali) formed by the rebel old
guards of the party. The BJP is in a crisis
situation in the state for having failed to
establish contact with the electorate. The allies,
BJP in particular, is taking time to finalise
candidates.

TEXT: GURPREET SINGH NIBBER & RAVINDER VASUDEVA ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH

Bibi targets Taksalis, says those going
abroad are turning radical, anti-Badal

Naming candidates for key
seats not easy task for AAP
Navneet Sharma

44.8

44.6

SHWAIT MALIK, 55

VIJAY SAMPLA, 57

n

A common thread in the alliance’s parliament election
performance is that when out of power in Punjab, it has
fared better than Congress. The May 19 polls will decide
whether the alliance has recovered from the 2017 debacle.

WHERE DOES
SAD-BJP STAND IN
THESE POLLS

dhi as its candidate and is set to
witness a keen contest again
this time, former army officer
Colonel Bhalinder Singh (retd),
co-convener Balbir Singh, Hari
Singh Tohra are among the
party leaders whose names are
doing the rounds. While the
Congress has fielded chief minister Amarinder Singh’s wife
and three-time former MP Preneet Kaur, Dharamvira Gandhi,
who has floated his Nava Punjab
Party, is contesting again.
Similarly, Tarn Taran district unit chief Bhupinder Singh
Bittu and youth wing chief Manjinder Sidhu are in consideration for Khadoor Sahib where
SAD has fielded former SGPC
president Bibi Jagir Kaur and
former army chief JJ Singh is
contesting from SAD (Taksali).
Paramjit Kaur Khalra, widow of
human rights activist Jaswant
Khalra, is in the fray as the PEP
candidate.
‘RIFT LEFT CADRES
DISAPPOINTED’
A party leader said continuous
internal bickering and fingerpointing had left the cadres disappointed. “We have to tread
carefully in seats such as
Bathinda and Patiala where the
party rebels are in the fray to
avoid embarrassment later,” he
said, requesting anonymity.
However, leader of opposition Harpal Singh Cheema said
the candidate selection process
was underway and the nominees for at least two seats would
be announced in next couple of
days. “We will field local, noncontroversial candidates having a clean image. As it happened in 2014 and 2017, they will
be in the contest from day one,”
he added.

HT Correspondent
n

n

Sunil Jakhar

‘Akali Dal trying to
sabotage Bargari
probe, making
frivolous plaints’
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab Congress

presidentSunilJakharonThursday alleged that the Shiromani
AkaliDal(SAD)istryingtosabotage the probe into the Bargari
sacrilegeincidentbytryingtouse
the Election Commission (EC).
In a memorandum submitted
toPunjabchiefelectoralofficer S
KarunaRaju,Jakharsaid,“They
(Akalis)arefilingfalseandfrivolous complaints against the officers probing the sacrilege, who
have nothingto dowith the processofconductingthe electionsin
thestate.Akalisareusingthetactic to pressurise and intimidate
government officials.”
He said SAD is desperate to
regain its lost ground due to the
Bargadi incident. “They are trying to mislead people and the
ElectionCommission(EC)under
a conspiracy.” He was referring
toaSADcomplainttoECagainst
a special investigation team
(SIT) member.
‘SIDHU IS STAR
CAMPAIGNER’
Reacting to denial of Congress
tickettoNavjotKaur,wifeofPunjab local bodies minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu, from Chandigarh
Lok Sabha seat, Jakhar said,
“Sidhu couple has already given
theirviews,so party hasnothing
more to say more.”

SAD CANDIDATE CLAIMS
BRAHMPURA, SEKHWAN
REVOLTED AGAINST
PARTY AFTER SPENDING
MONTHS OVERSEAS;
SAYS THEY COMMITTED
POLITICAL SUICIDE

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

TARNTARAN:The Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD) candidate from the
Khadoor Sahib segment, Bibi
Jagir Kaur, on Thursday said
those going abroad are turning
radical and anti-Badal, taking a
swipeatSAD(Taksali)president
and sitting MP Ranjit Singh
Brahmpura and his party colleague Sewa Singh Sekhwan.
Addressing a rally at Chohla
Sahib village in Tarn Taran district,Kaursaid,“Brahmpuraand
Sekhwan spent a few months
abroad. When they returned to
India, they turned rebel and
started speaking against Badal
sahib (former chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal). Whoever
goes abroad, turns radical and
anti-Badal.Ourreligiouspreachers are right when they
advisepeopletostayintheirown
country.”

n

SAD’s Khadoor Sahib candidate Bibi Jagir Kaur at Chohla Sahib
village in Tarn Taran district on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

Chohla Sahib, a place of historicandreligiousimportance,is
situatednearBrahmpuravillage
where the SAD (Taksali) chief
hails from.
Targeting Brahmpura, who
hasfieldedGenJJSingh(retd)as
his party candidate from the seg-

ment,Kaursaidrevoltingagainst
the party was a suicidal move of
Brahmpuraanditwillprovetobe
his political death. “Brahmpura
should have contested the polls
himself instead of banking on
GenJJSingh.Allthosewhoused
tosupportwithBrahmpurastand

Patiala MP Dr Gandhi launches
online crowdfunding campaign
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : Sitting Patiala MP and
Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA)candidateDrDharamvira
Gandhihaslaunchedanonlineas
well as people-to-people crowdfunding campaign in view of the
Lok Sabha elections.
Gandhi, who has formed his
outfitNawanPunjabPartywhich
is part of PDA, has appealed the
people, especially those from his
constituency, to contribute to
fund his campaign, irrespective
of the amount.
On Wednesday, Sangrur MP
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
state chief Bhagwant Mann

n

Dr Dharamvira Gandhi

through a video on Facebook
appealedtopeopletofundhispoll
campaign.
DrGandhisaid,“Iwantpeople
to help me financially to fight
against the traditional parties
that are funded by crony capital-

ists. I will not accept any corporate funding as it is against my
principles. I decided to go for
crowdfunding to ensure transparency.Wewillalsodisclosethe
exact amount incurred on contestingtheelection.Wehavebeen
getting phenomenal response
from not only Patiala but across
Punjab.”
“Fighting an election is tough
for a person like me. I still run
supportmyfamilybyrunningmy
clinic.Ithasbeenlittlelessthana
month since I launched this
drive,” he added.
In2014,Gandhidefeatedthreetime Congress MP and former
UnionministerPreneetKaur by
a margin of 20,929 votes.

with the Akali Dal,” she said.
Recalling her days as Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee(SGPC)president,she
said, “Thousands of the SGPC
employees have worked under
myheadship.Askanyoneofthem
about my conduct, behavior and
character, you will not find even
one complaining against me.”
SGPC general secretary Gurbachan Singh Karmuwala and
Akali leader Alwinder Pal Singh
Pakhoke were present on the
occasion.

Check free flow of
liquor: AAP to EC
CHANDIGARH: The Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) on Thursday urged
the election commission to take
steps to check the free flow of
liquor in Punjab.
In a letter to the chief election
commissioner,AAPMLAAman
Arora alleged there was a free
flow of drugs and liquor which
were being used to lure voters in
thestate.Hesaidthepracticewas
rampant due to lack of advance
planning to check the menace.
“Liquor vends are allotted on
April1every yearandthe first20
days of the financial year are a
crucialperiodduringwhichbulk
supplies of liquor are dispatched
fromvariousdistilleriesandbottling plants to replenish the
newly auctioned retail liquor
vends,” he wrote.
HTC
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Hawala racket: Priest submits
details of seized cash to IT dept
n

CLAIMS THAT THEY HAD
PAID INCOME TAX OF
₹70 LAKH IN 2017-18 AND
ADVANCE INCOME TAX
OF ₹50 LAKH IN 2018-19

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR:

Father Anthony
Madassary on Thursday submitted the details related to the
unaccounted cash worth ₹9.66
crore, recovered from him
recently, with the income tax
(IT) department in Ludhiana.
Anthony claimed that he has
submitted to the department the
documents related to the cash
recovered.
The IT department had issued
a show-cause notice and conducted raid at Anthony’s house
at Pratappura in Jalandhar.
Khanna police had seized the
unaccounted cash from the
priest on March 26. The case was
later transferred to the IT
department for further probe. Fr
Anthony is a close aide of former
Jalandhar diocese bishop
Franco Mulakkal, an accused in

NO POLITICS
BEHIND BEAS
DERA VISIT,
SAYS JAKHAR
Press Trust of India
n

n

Father Anthony Madassary

the Kerala nun rape case.
The priest, who claimed the
money to be business proceeds,
had created a flutter by accusing
that the police had recovered Rs
16.65 crore from his house and
claimed it to be Rs 9.66 crore,
while misappropriating the
remaining account. An inquiry
was ordered by state director
general of police (DGP) Dinkar
Gupta into his allegations.

Illicit affair: Man
kills aunt after she
refuses to marry him
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SBSNAGAR: A 38-year-old man was
CHANDIGARH : A day after calling
on the head of the Radha Soami
dera Beas ahead of elections,
Punjab Congress chief Sunil
Jakhar on Thursday said it was a
“courtesy” meeting.
Punjab chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh, along with
Jakhar and party’s Punjab
affairs in-charge Asha Kumari,
met dera head Gurinder Singh
Dhillon on Wednesday.
They had lunch with the Dera
chief and stayed there for some
time. “It was a courtesy meeting,” Jakhar told reporters when
he was asked about the visit.
The dera, located about 40km
from Amritsar, has a large number of followers, cutting cross
religion and caste.
In December 2016, the then
Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi had also met the Radha
Soami dera chief and had stayed
there overnight.

The priest is one of the four
partners in ‘Sahodhaya’, a firm
which supplies books and stationery to 45 schools run by the
diocese and has an annual turnover of ₹ 40 crore.
He claimed that they had paid
income tax of Rs 70 lakh in
2017-18 and advance income tax
of Rs 50 lakh in 2018-19.
Anthony said that of the ₹30.34
crore collected from the sale of
various items, ₹14 crore was
deposited in a south Indian Bank
branch, while the remaining
amount of ₹16.65 crore was kept
at his house.
He claimed that the money

on Thursday arrested for killing
his aunt with whom he was having an illicit affair, said police.
The accused, Paramjit Singh,
a resident of Jalandhar, killed
Kulwinder Kaur alias Pooja, 38,
after the latter refused to marry
him, they added.
In his complaint to the police,
Pooja’s husband Raju said
Paramjit was his distant nephew
and had been staying with his
family for the last six months.
During this period, he developed
illicit relations with his wife.
Raju told police that he asked his
wife to mend her ways, but she
refused to pay heed to him. “On
March 30, Paramjit said he was
going to Baba Balak Nath shrine
along with Pooja and her two
daughters. However, he took
them to his relative’s house in
Rasulpur in SBS Nagar,” said
Raju in his complaint.
On Wednesday, Raju said he

ACCUSED WAS DISTANT
NEPHEW OF VICTIM’S
HUSBAND AND HAD
BEEN STAYING WITH
THE FAMILY FOR THE
LAST SIX MONTHS
got a call from Paramjit who told
him that he had killed Pooja as
she was refusing to marry him.
He also said Pooja had duped him
of his ₹ 25,000 and was making
plans to dump him.
SBS senior superintendent of
police Alka Meena said checkpoints were set up at various places in the district. “Raju was
arrested by Banga police at a
naka and recovered the knife
with which he killed the woman
whose body was found in a field
in Rasulpur,” said Meena.
Police have registered a case
against Paramjit under section
302 (punishment for murder) of
the Indian Penal Code at the
Banga Sadar police station.

was recovered from his house
and not from a checkpost, as
claimed by the police. “When I
went to the IT department’s
office in Ludhiana, I was shocked
to know that only ₹9.66 crore was
handed over to them. The police
have misappropriated ₹6.65
crore,” he said.
IG BEGINS PROBE INTO
CHARGES AGAINST COPS
Meanwhile, inspector general
(IG) crime, Praveen Kumar
Sinha, who is conducting a probe
into the charges of misappropriation levelled by Anthony
against the police, visited
Khanna on Thursday.
He questioned the cops who
were part of the police team that
made the seizure of unaccounted
cash from the priest.
Sinha will now visit Jalandhar to question Anthony and
the other accused.
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Notice to Punjab on
medical officers’ plea
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent

punjab

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and Haryana high court on Thursday
issued a notice to the medical education and research department
of the Punjab government and
Baba Farid University of Health
Sciences (BFUHS), Faridkot, on a
plea filed by two rural medical
officers, seeking incentive marks
for rural service for admission to
MD (doctor of Medicine) course.
Their counsel HC Arora said as
an interim direction, the high
court has also asked the BFUHS
for considering their cases provisionally. The bench headed by
justice Mahesh Grover has
sought the reply by May 14 on a
plea filed by two Dr Srabjit Kaur
and Dr Manpreet Singh of Amrit-

sar. They had contended that as
per regulation 9(4) of the Medical
Council of India, all doctors who
have served in rural areas are
entitled to incentive marks at the
rate of 10% of their score in NEET
examination for each year of such
service, with maximum of 30%
such incentive marks for admission to PG courses.
However, the Punjab government has issued a notification on
March 29 declaring that only
in-service PCMS doctors shall be
entitled to such incentive marks
for rural service, if they have
served in rural areas. Thus, the
rural medical officers, employed
in village dispensaries under
department of panchayti raj and
rural development, are being discriminated against and that too in
violation of MCI regulations.

Day-to-day hearing
in Nabha jailbreak
case from April 24
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The court of additional

sessions judge on Thursday
ordered day-today hearing in
infamous Nabha jailbreak case.
At least 29 accused were produced through video-conferencing from separate jails of the
state. Additional sessions judge
DP Singla has asked the director
general (DG prisons) to shift all
the accused in two jails so that
day-to-day hearing can be conducted from April 24. Besides, the
court has also ordered the prosecution to handover details of
forensic reports and copies of the
chargesheet to defence lawyers.
Khalistan Liberation Force
(KLF) chief Harminder Singh
Mintoo, another militant Kashmir Singh and gangsters Vicky
Gounder, Gurpreet Singh
Sekhon, Neeta Deol and Amandeep Dhotian had escaped the
high-security jail on the morning
of November 27, 2016. While the
police arrested 34 persons in the
case, Mintoo and Gounder died
during the course of litigation.
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shortstories
JIND HOMEGUARD
LIVE-STREAMS
SUICIDE ATTEMPT,
SAVED BY FRIENDS
ROHTAK: A 41-year-old man,
working as a homeguard with
traffic police in Jind, was rescued
as he attempted suicide while
live-streaming it on Facebook.
Naveen Poonia in his suicide video
sought apology from his family
and friends for taking his life and
then blamed his wife and her
brother for mental harassment.
While Poonia narrated his ordeal
for around 10 minutes, some of his
friends who watched him live on
Facebook reached to help and
HTC
loosened the knot.

2 mobiles, 7 packets of
cannabis recovered from
Ambala Central Jail
AMBALA: Two mobiles phones
along with charger, batteries and
seven small pockets of cannabis
were recovered from the Ambala
central jail premises. Deputy
superintendent of Ambala central
jail Vivek Sangwan said that on
April 3, at around 1.55pm, some
unidentified person threw a
packet inside the jail premises.
“The on-duty warder saw the
packet and handed it over to
HTC
senior officials,” he said.

K’shetra varsity revokes
termination of 17 students
KARNAL :The proctorial board of
the Kurukshetra University on
Thursday decided to revoke
rustication of 17 students. The
students, who allegedly had
association with Joint Student
Struggle Committee, were
rusticated on March 30 for
holding protests at vice-chancellor’s office and allegedly manhandled the staff. The university
spokesperson said the decision to
revoke the termination was taken
after several rounds of meetings.
Seven students, including six girls,
will remain under observation
and may face rustication if found
involved in any unlawful activity.
They will not be allowed to stay in
university hostel from the next
session.
HTC

Gannaur civic body
chairman removed
ROHTAK: Ishawar Kashyap was on
Thursday removed from the post
of chairman of the Gannaur
municipal committee after 13 out
of 17 members of the committee
voted against him during a
no-confidence motion. This is the
second time in three years that
the chairman has been removed
after a no-confidence motion.
Vice-chairman of the municipality,
Sunil, will hold the charge of the
chairman till new polls are
HTC
conducted.

THE MODI MODEL HAS STRIPPED THE AVERAGE
INDIAN OF DIGNITY, VOICE AND TRUST.

> ASHWANI KUMAR , former Union law minister

JALLIANWALA CENTENARY
Policefilechargesheet HTSPOTLIGHT
inLudhianagangrape Book brings alive the pain
of Baisakhi bloodbath
caseafter8weeks
NEXT HEARING ON APRIL 6 Cops also submit voice
samples, call records of five accused as evidence in the court

FLASHBACK Starting
with Tagore, several
generations of writers have
penned their angst on the
massacre, which has been
put together by literary
historian Rakhshanda Jalil

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Nearly two months

after the Ludhiana gangrape, the
district rural police on Thursday
filed a chargesheet in a local
court against five accused in the
case.
The police also submitted
voice samples, call records of the
accused and their sketches, prepared prior to their arrest, as evidence in the court of judicial
magistrate Ankit Aeri.
The chargesheeted accused
are Saif Ali, Ajay, Sadiq Ali,
Surmu and Jagroop Singh. The
next hearing in the case will be
held on April 6.
The police will file a separate
chargesheet against the sixth
accused, who is a minor, in a
juvenile court.
State director general of
police (DGP) Dinkar Gupta had
stated on February 14 that the
police will file chargesheet in the
case within 60 days.
Ludhiana rural senior superintendent of police (SSP) Varinder Singh Brar said the police
have investigated the matter
from all angles and collected as
much evidence against the
accused as possible.

CASE TIMELINE
February 9: 21-year-old
victim and her male friend
were kidnapped by a gang
of miscreants and held
hostage for ransom till the
next morning. The woman
was gangraped at a vacant
plot in Issewal, while her
friend was physically
tortured. The accused had
demanded Rs 2 lakh from
their friends to release
the victims.
February 10: Police
registered a case against the
unidentified accused under
Sections 376-D (gangrape),
384 (extortion) and 342
(wrongful confinement)
of IPC.
“The police have conducted
the entire investigation scientifically and pursue the case in the
court to ensure maximum punishment to the accused,” he
added.
The chargesheet contains the
statement of a friend of the victim who had been kidnapped
along with her and was tortured.
Besides, it has the statement of

February 11: ASI Vidya
Ratan, investigating officer
at Mullanpur Dakha police
station, was suspended for
not taking timely action; he
was later dismissed.

Nirupama Dutt

February 12: Police arrested
three accused — Sadiq Ali,
Jagroop Singh and Surmu.
February 14: Three more
accused — Ajay, Saif Ali and
a minor were arrested.
February 17: Inspector
Rajan Parminder Singh, SHO
at Mullanpur Dakha,
transferred; sub-Inspector
Jarnail Singh suspended
for not taking timely
action.

n

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and
Haryana high court has transferred of 100-odd judicial officers in Punjab and Haryana.
Most of the officers are of the
level of additional district and
sessions judges.
In Haryana, Panipat chief
judicial magistrate Sumit Garg
has been promoted as additional
district and sessions judges

while 51 officers have been
transferred.
In Punjab, 57 officers have
been transferred, including two
district and sessions judges—
Gurpreet Singh Bakshi from
Gurdaspur to Ludhiana as presiding officer industrial tribunal and Rupinderjit Chahal
from Moga to Gurdaspur on the
same post. As many as 55 additional district and sessions
judges have been transferred in
the state.

Rabindranath Tagore

n

Nanak Singh

n

Sarojini Naidu

n

Saadat Hasan Manto

CHANDIGARH: The first poetic outpouring

to the killing of innocent people on
blood-drenched Baisakhi at Jallianwala Bagh came from Bengal when
Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore,
in a letter dated May 31, 1919, to then
viceroy of India Lord Chemsford,
wrote: “The accounts of the insults and
sufferings by our brothers in Punjab
have trickled through the gagged
silence, reaching every corner of
India, and the universal agony of indignation roused in the hearts of our people has been ignored by our rulers —
possibly congratulating themselves for
what they imagine as salutary
lessons!”
Manywritersofthosetimesandafter
penned their pain in both poetry and
prose.Literaryhistorianandtranslator
Rakhshanda Jalil has put together a
selectionofpoetryandprose pennedby
celebrated writers of those times.
The book titled “Jallianwala Bagh:
LiteraryResponseinProseandPoetry”
opens with a story by Saadat Hasan
Manto, who belonged to Amritsar. In “An Incident in 1919”,
Manto, in his typical way,
narratestheinvolvementof
a boy from the red light
area Thaila Kanjar.
Brother of two wellknown harlots, the
boy joins protests
against the Rowlatt
Act and is killed.
Besides, stories of some of
the leading
Hindi, Urdu
and Punjabi
writers —
Abdullah

victim’s another friend, who was
in contact with the accused over
phone with regard to the ransom
money to be paid for release of
the victim and her friend.
The medical reports of the victim and her friend, DNA profiling of the accused and their voice
recordings have also been
submitted by the police as
evidence.

HC transfers 100 judicial
officers in Punjab, Haryana
HT Correspondent

n

nirupama.dutt@hindustantimes.com

The high court has also made
two new appointments of Mandeep Mittal and Hardip Singh as
additional district and sessions
judges.
The transferred officers have
been asked to relinquish
present postings immediately so
as to join new assignments. An
official said that the transfers
are part of the annual exercise
carried by the high court administration in the months of April
and May.

n

Rakhshanda Jalil

n

The cover of book ‘Jallianwala Bagh:
Literary Response in Prose and
Poetry’.

Hussain, Khwaja Ahmad Abbas, Mulk
Raj Anand, Venu Chitale, Krishan
Chander, Ghulam Abbasi, Navtej
Singh and Stanley Wolport — are
included in the volume. Bhisham
Sahni’s play “Rang de Basanti Chola” is
also part of the book as well as a bunch
of poems by Subhadra Kumari Chauhan, Sarojini Naidu, Josh Malihabadi,
Nanak Singh, Sohan Singh Misha and
a few others.
Talking about the collection, Jalil
says: “Politics, history and literature
are interwoven and as a literary historian, my interest is in exploring
the intersection of history
and literature and the writing that has emerged from
it.” One of the most poignantstoriesofthiscollection
is from Gulam Abbas, an
Amritsar-born Pakistani
writer, who gives a 10-yearold schoolboy an eyewitness
account in “Those Who
Crawled”.
Assessing the collection
herself, Jalil says: “I make
no claims that this book is
exhaustive or definitive.
At best, the prose and
poetry included in
this section offers
ways of seeing the
history.”

ELECTION2019

Cong has track
record of fooling
people: Khaira
FARIDKOT: Punjab Ekta Party

n

A supporter taking a selfie with Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal at a rally at Attari in
Amritsar district on Wednesday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

(PEP) chief Sukhpal Singh
Khaira on Thursday said people
have no trust in the Congress
manifestoasthepartyhasatrack
record of fooling people on the
promise of removing poverty.
“Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s grandmother Indira
Gandhi had won an election on
thecallof‘GharibiHatao’,butthe
povertyhasonlyincreasedsince
then.Thepartyhasnocredibility
amongpeoplenow,”hesaidwhile
addressing public meetings at
Rameana,ChandbajaandBhagapuranavillagesinfavourofPunjab Democratic Alliance (PDA)
candidatefromFaridkot,Master
Baldev Singh.
He said Punjab chief minister
Amarinder Singh also failed to
fulfil the promises made before
the assembly elections.
HTC

Lack of confidence, strategy shift delay
BJP ticket announcements in Punjab
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: EvenastheCongress

has finalised its candidates from
the three segments the BJP contests in alliance with the Akali
Dal in Punjab, the lack of confidenceonlocalfacesandacontinuous change in strategy has
delayed the saffron party’s
announcement of its nominees.
Initially, there were reports
about the party announcing its
candidate for the Hoshiarpur
(reserved) segment where it has
topickfromsittingMPandUnion
minister of state Vijay Sampla
and Phagwara MLA Som Parkash. Those familiar with the
goings-on claim that the party
has already made up its mind on
the seat and its central election
committee (CEC) in its meeting
on March 22 discussed replacing

PARTY HEAVES SIGH OF
RELIEF AFTER CONG
FIELDS SITTING MP
FROM AMRITSAR AFTER
THERE WERE TALKS OF
SOME HEAVYWEIGHTS
GETTING THE TICKET
Samplabutfellshortoftakingthe
final call.
Afterremainingquiteforafew
days after the CEC meeting, the
Sampla group is now confident
about his getting the ticket. His
supportersarepostingmessages
on social media about his candidature from the seat and the
Union minister learnt to have
started holding meetings again.
In Amritsar as well, the party
changed its strategy suddenly

aftertheCongressannouncedsittingMPGurjeetAujlaasitsnominee.
Even as Aujla won the bypoll
necessitatedbytheresignationof
AmarinderSinghfromtheseatin
2017 by a margin of 1.90 lakh
votes,theBJPfeelstheinfighting
within the party over ticket
broughtitbackinthegameinthe
segmentanditsstrongcandidate
can have a last laugh.
“AsthenamesofformerPrime
Minister Manmohan Singh and
local bodies minister Navjot
Sidhu and his wife Navjot Kaur
were doing the rounds, Aujla’s
candidaturehascomeasasighof
relief for us. If the Congress had
fielded Dr Singh or either of the
Sidhucouple, thingswouldhave
been tough for us,” said a BJP
leader from Amritsar.
Assuming that the Congress
would launch a heavyweight

from the seat, the BJP till now
wastryingtoconvincecelebrities
likefilmstarSunnyDeoltoenter
the fray. Now, Union urban
development minister Hardeep
Puriisbeingseenasfrontrunner
for the ticket.
In Gurdaspur, even as a sectionofthepartyisprojectingBollywood star and former MP late
Vinod Khanna’s wife Kavita
KhannaasthefrontrunnerkeepinginmindVinod’spopularityin
the segment, the high command
is not fully convinced about her
candidature.
State BJP chief Shwait Malik
said, “As far as Amritsar is concerned, the Congress picked a
weak candidate as there infighting in the party. The party will
make the ticket announcements
shortly. We have ample time as
Punjab will go to the polls in the
last phase.”

Cong using ‘empty coffers’ excuse
to hide non-performance: Sukhbir Will make debt waiver No special status 191 unlicensed arms
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR :Alleging that the Congress government in Punjab is a
non-performer and lacks the
political will to take bold decisions to help the poor and the
middle class people, Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir Singh Badal on Thursday
said the government is using the
“empty coffers” excuse as a fig
leaf to cover its non-performance.
Addressing election rallies
organised at Attari and Rajasansi by Gulzar Singh Ranike and
Vir Singh Lopoke respectively,
he said, “Farmers, Dalits, small
traders, shopkeepers, students
and the unemployed youth have
been hit the hardest by this nonperforming government, with
chief minister (Capt Amarinder
Singh) fast turning into a
museum relic that is rarely
seen.”

›

I never start my day
without paying
obeisance to Guru Granth
Sahib and never end it
without praying before
the Guru and the Almighty.
SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL, SAD chief

Referring to Amarinder’s
pledge before the assembly elections to end the dug menace in a
short span, Sukhbir said, “Capt
Amarinder committed the ultimate, unforgivable sacrilege of
taking a false oath while carrying a Gutka Sahib.”
“But no one in the Congress
has the courage to tell him what
a grievous sin he has committed,” he added.
Punjab BJP president and
Rajya Sabha member Shwait
Malik and senior party eader

Rajinder Mohan Singh Chhina
also addressed the rally.
SAD CHIEF’S
PANTHIC PITCH
Later in a statement, Sukhbir
said, “I never start my day without paying obeisance to Guru
Granth Sahib and never end it
without praying before the Guru
andtheAlmighty,nomatterhow
late it may be.”
“We have Parkash of Gurbani
in our homes at Delhi, Chandigarh and Badal village. It gives
me immense spiritual and moral
strength to pray with concentration and clean soul,” he
said.
“The sacred concept of Miri
Piri, which is a divine gift of the
sixth Master Guru Hargobind
Sahib, is far more important to
us as a party than political fortunes. The Akal Takht Sahib is
the supreme and sovereign religio-political institution for the
Khalsa Panth,” he added.

a success in non-Cong to J&K if BJP gets seized in Haryana
states: Ashwani Kumar majority, says Jain
ROHTAK: Bharatiya Janata Party

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Former Union law
minister Ashwani Kumar on
Thursday said the Congress will
pitch in with resources to make
the promised farm loan waiver a
success in non-Congress ruled
states,ifitisvotedtopoweratthe
Centre this time.
Kumar,whowasaccompanied
by Haryana Congress chief
AshokTanwaratapressbriefing
on party’s Lok Sabha manifesto,
wasreplyingtoaquestiononhow
the Congress would tackle the
loan waiver in Haryana, a state
ruled by the Bharatiya Janata
Party.The party had announced
to waive outstanding farm loans
in states in its Lok Sabha manifesto released earlier this week.

Thepartywhichformed governmentsinRajasthan,MadhyaPradesh and Chhattisgarh recently,
has started the process to waive
farm loans.
The Congress leader said the
upcoming Lok Sabha election
was crucial for country’s future.
Quoting from the manifesto, he
said the country has suffered
under the ‘Modi model’ for the
last five years.
“This model has devastated
economy,impoverishedfarmers,
destroyed jobs, divided communities, stoked hatred and spread
fear. It is a model that has
stripped the average Indian of
dignity, voice and trust. This is
not the model our country
deserves. The Congress model is
in stark contrast to the BJP
model,” he said.

(BJP) national general secretary
andHaryanain-chargeAnilJain
on Thursday said his party will
strike down Article 370 of the
constitution that gives autonomous status to Jammu and
Kashmir if the saffron party
were voted in power with a
majority in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.
Jain was addressing the
media in Rohtak after a party
meeting. He said the BJP was
committed to building Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya as well but
the matter was stuck in Supreme
Court. Jain said the party will
soon announce the candidates
for Haryana.
He said the list of candidates
was prepared and sent to BJP’s
electoral panel in Delhi for final
approval.
HTC

Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Haryana Police
have seized 191 unlicensed arms
and 281 cartridges since March
10 when the Model Code of Conduct came into force, additional
director general of police (law
and order) Navdeep Singh Virk
said on Thursday.
He also said 64,245 licensed
arms have been deposited by
people at the police stations in
compliance with the poll code.
During the period, an illicit
arms manufacturing unit was
also busted in the state, the additional director general of police
said.
Giving details about the seizure made till April 3, Virk said
the maximum number of illegal
arms have been seized in Sone-

pat (24) followed by 20 in Faridabad, 17 in Gurugram, 15 in Panipat, 14 in Palwal, 12 in Narnaul,
11 in Karnal, 10 in Rohtak, 9 each
in Jind and Rewari.
Illegal arms were also seized
from Yamunanagar, Jhajjar ,
Hisar and Kurukshetra districts.
Touching upon those who
hold valid arms license, he said
such people are mandated to
deposit their arms in their
respective police stations before
the elections.
“In view of these instructions, 64,245 licensed arms have
also been deposited by the people in different police stations
across the state,” he said in a
release here.
Virk said that police has also
made elaborate arrangements
for free and fair elections.
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SAD (Taksali) workers An encounter with the perfect elevator pitch
to campaign against
Harsimrat: Brahmpura A
spiceoflife

Seerat Kaur Gill

t a recent conference in a
business school, we
were being told about
the importance of an elevator
pitch. As research scholars, we
should be able to summarise
what our research is all about
and why it is important, and be
able to convey it in layman’s
terms. The idea of the pitch is to
spark interest of the listener
within a short elevator ride of
20-30 seconds.
It is one of the most important aspects of marketing.
Elaborate presentations were
prepared and showcased on
how to nail the perfect elevator
pitch. At the core of an excellent pitch is the USP or unique
selling proposition of the presenter. What sets you apart
from others? Why should I be
interested?
It made for a gripping talk
and set me thinking. When was

BACKS JJ SINGH Says no question of pulling the retired
general out of the fray from Khadoor Sahib segment

the last time I had heard an
impressive elevator pitch? I
mulled over the thought obsessively on the drive back to the
hotel where I was staying. The
traffic signal turned red as I
continued to reflect and struggled to condense my research
topic to a succinct, interesting
elevator pitch.
Suddenly, there was an
incessant knocking on the car
window, sounding almost
urgent. A boy, of not more than
15, was pestering me to buy a
frivolous bubble-blowing stick.
As I waved him off, he persisted, “Didi, bache log ko
achha lagega, gift le lo (Didi,
the kids will like it, take it as a
gift for them).” I continued to
look at the traffic signal countdown timer. 30, 29, 28 but the
knocking did not stop. “Didi, do
le lo bees ke, khaana bhi nahi
khaaya (Didi, buy two for Rs 20.
I haven’t even eaten).” 20, 19, 18,
“Didi, bohat relaxing hota hai,

GOING BACK TO THE
CAREFREE DAYS OF MY
CHILDHOOD FOR A FEW
PALTRY RUPEES, EVEN
IF MOMENTARILY,
SEEMED LIKE TOO
IRRESISTIBLE A DEAL

ek baar phir bachpan yaad aa
jayega (Didi, you will find it
relaxing, and it will take you
back to your childhood),” he
said.
That skinny boy with
dishevelled hair and a charming smile had now touched a
chord. It seemed as if he
knew that as well, and immediately upped the offer, “Didi,
chalo do ke saath ek free (Come
on didi, I’ll give you one free if
you buy two).” 10, 9, 8. By the
time the timer stopped at 0, and
the traffic signal turned green,

I had bought six of those bubble-blowing sticks. Going back
to the carefree days of my
childhood for a few paltry
rupees, even if momentarily,
seemed like too irresistible
a deal.
Despite being tired and hungry, I was excited about
the bubbles and started blowing them as soon as I reached
the hotel room. It took me a
minute to get a hang of how
much the stick had to be
immersed into the solution to
get optimum bubbles. I was
transported back to those summer evenings at my maternal
grandmother’s place where my
sister and I would make bubbles out of a soapy solution and
chase them endlessly. I could
almost hear our chatter from
two decades ago.
That’s when it struck me
that I had just witnessed a perfect elevator pitch. That gangly
teenager, who had no idea

letterstoeditor
n

Shiromani Akali Dal (Taksali) senior vice-president Rattan Singh Ajnala, president Ranjt Singh
Brahmpura, general secretary Sewa Singh Sekhwan and party’s Khadoor Sahib candidate
General JJ Singh (retd) during a press conference in Amritsar on Thursday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Shiromani Akali Dal

(Taksali) president and member
of parliament from Khadoor
Sahib segment, Ranjit Singh
Brahmpura, on Thursday said
he would urge the rank and file
of his party to vote against
Union minister Harsimrat Kaur
Badal in the upcoming parliamentary elections.
He was addressing a press
conference at his residence here
when he said, “We will appeal to
our workers to cast their votes
against Harsimrat Kaur Badal
from wherever she contests. Not
only Harsimrat, we will also
request our party workers to go
against every member of the
Badal family, which was solely
responsible for the sacrilege
incidents in Punjab.”
Brahmpura said they have
fielded their candidates from
Khadoor Sahib, Anandpur
Sahib and Sangrur constituencies.
“Till now, we have not
decided to field any other candidate on the remaining 10 constituencies,” he added.

shortstories
SUKHBIR
APPOINTS TWO
EX-IAS OFFICERS
AS SECRETARIES
CHANDIGARH: Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Thursday
appointed retired IAS officers
Ravinder Singh and Ashwani
Kumar as his secretaries. While
Ravinder Singh had served as
managing director, PRTC, Kumar
served as state transport commissioner. They belonged to the
HTC
2006 batch.

Gurdaspur: Shabad Guru
Yatra gets warm welcome
GURDASPUR : The Shabad Guru
Yatra to mark the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev
was accorded warm welcome at
Gurdwara Tahli Sahib at Gahlari,
10km from here, on Thursday.
SGPC member Gurinderpal Singh
Gora presented siropas and
placed a copy of the Guru Granth
HTC
Sahib on ‘Palki Sahib’.

He also cleared the air about
the withdrawal of Gen JJ
Singh’s (retd) candidature from
Khadoor Sahib constituency by
saying it was out of question.
Speculation were rife that the
General’s name could be
dropped to ‘favour’ Bibi Paramjit Kaur Khalra, who has been
fielded by the Punjab Ekta Party
(PEP) from the same Lok Sabha
constituency.
“Reports of withdrawal of
Gen Singh’s name are false,”
Brahmpura said.
Speaking on the recent
appeal made by Dakha MLA HS
Phoolka, asking the taksalis to
lend their support to Bibi
Khalra and pull Gen Singh out
of the fray, Brahmpura said the
General’s candidature was
announced almost a month ago,
while Bibi Khalra was nominated recently.
“Only if her candidature was
announced earlier, we could
have considered fielding Gen
Singh from somewhere else. But
under the present circumstances, we cannot withdraw Gen
Singh’s name,” he added.
Brahmpura also praised the
special investigating team (SIT)

probing the Bebhal Kalan firing
and other related cases and said,
“The Haryana government had
deliberately denied SIT permission to question Dera Sacha
Sauda head Gurmeet Ram
Rahim, who is currently lodged
in a Rohtak jail.”
“The government is trying to
save the Badals,” he claimed.
NOT QUITTING THE
PARTY: SEKHWAN
SAD (Taksali) secretary general
Sewa Singh Sekhwan said there
was no question of him quitting
the party which he had helped to
form.
In this context, he referred to
social media reports that stated
that Sekhwan was keen on supporting the PEP candidate from
Khadoor Sahib in view of the
‘sacrifices’ made by her husband Jaswant Singh Khalra,
who had died in police custody
in 1995.
On chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh’s visiting the
Radha Soami headquarters at
Beas, Sekhwan said those who
have no confidence to mingle
with voters seek help from
‘deras’.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: A local court on Thursday framed charges against
former SP Harpal Singh and nine
others in a murder case. Constable Paramjit Singh was killed in
firing by police on July 9, 1993.
The court of additional sessions judge Ravdeep Singh Hundal also dismissed bail applications of the accused after framing
charges under Section 302 (murder), 149 (every member of
unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prosecution
of common object) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of IPC
against the accused and fixed
April 11 as the next date of hearing. Besides Harpal Singh, who
was SHO at Chamkaur Sahib
then, then ASI Santokh Singh,
Gurnam Singh, head constable
Iqbal Mohammad, constables
Mohinder Singh, Sukhwinder
Lal, Parmail Singh, Rajinder
Singh and Jaswinder Singh and a
woman Mohinder Kaur of Mauzlipur village were booked in the
case. Iqbal Mohammad, Mohinder Singh and Jaswinder Singh
are still in service.
According to the prosecution,
one Bhag Singh of Khawaspura

SETTING THE CLOCK BACK
FOR BANKING SECTOR
Striking down the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)’s circular in its
entirety will have far-reaching
implications for the banking system. It would in effect revive forbearance/restructuring schemes
in various forms that enabled the
banks to conceal and delay the
classification of bad loans as nonperforming assets (NPAs). The
banks would be able to keep some
of the biggest bad loans out of the

seeratsandhu25@yahoo.com

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
scope of NPAs. Many top bankers
will be elated with the return of
their “discretion” in this matter.
It will bring back a lack of transparency in the classification of
NPAs and requirements of actual
provisioning for bad loans. Also,
it will adversely impact the resolution process under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). This decision will set the
clock back as far as progressive
measures are concerned.
SC Dhall, Zirakpur

PONDER OVER HOW
THINGS WENT WRONG
The Battle of Saragarhi, wherein
21 Sikh soldiers sacrificed their
lives and set up a benchmark of
bravery, is in the news. Later,
thousands of Indian soldiers,
many of them Sikhs, laid down
their lives in faraway lands, fighting in World War I, for the British
who simply used them as bonded
soldiers by exhorting them to
fight and uphold the excellent tradition of their community. And
what they got in return was the
horrific Jallianwala Bagh massacre with people protesting
against the oppression of the colonial rulers being stripped naked
and flogged on the streets of
Amritsar. At the time of Partition, they neither got Lahore —
the erstwhile capital of the Sikh

empire — nor Nankana Sahib,
the birthplace of Guru Nanak,
besides revered Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib. We need to ponder
over as why and how things went
wrong.
Tejinder Singh Kalra,
Mohali

NO HARM IN CALLING
CM BY ANOTHER NAME
Some leaders, Omar Abdullah of
the National Conference in particular, are demanding restoration of the title of ‘Wazeer-eAzam’ (premier) in Jammu &
Kashmir. If doing such a thing
can solve the Kashmir problem,
there should not be any harm in
calling the chief minister by
another name. However, in such
an event, there should be a bargain that there will not be delegation of powers like home, defence,
foreign affairs etc. We may be
dealing with the problem of one of
our states to help restore peace
and keep Pakistan at an arm’s
length too.
MS Ishar, SAS Nagar

CONG MUST GIVE
SIDHU HIS DUE
Punjab local bodies minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu not making
headlines for more than a month
was felt by one and all and raised
several question in political cir-

cles if he will play his role as the
Congress’ star campaigner in the
parliamentary elections at the
national level. Now after his
return from the self-imposed
exile it is expected he will jump
into the arena for the benefit of
his party. Obviously, happenings
in the past few months were not
palatable for the Sidhu couple.
The Congress high command
must realise that Sidhu’s charm
as an orator is an asset to the
party.
Jagdish Singh Jassal, Patiala

AIR POLLUTION
DEATHS IN INDIA
The report highlighting that 12
lakh people died in India due to
air pollution in 2018 is shocking.
The biggest causes of death in
India are air pollution and smoking. Only a study published last
month had said seven of the
world’s 10 most polluted cities are
in India. This means that India
has become a hub of air pollution
and governments are not serious
enough to tackle the problem.
Our policymakers need to understand such deaths will eventually
prove to be bad to the economy. It
proves disastrous when the sole
earning member of a family
meets untimely death. Such
deaths also hit the economy’s
growth rate. It is clear that we are

not in a position to ignore the
problem at hand. A lot is still to be
done to control air pollution.
Shakti Singh, Karnal

ALL’S FAIR IN LOVE,
WAR AND POLITICS!
As the dates of polling are
approaching nearer, the war of
clumsy words between the political parties has intensified. The
politicians, in their love for the
‘chair’ are playing foul games by
making indecent remarks against
their opponents and are truly following the popular saying “All is
fair in love and war”. But the common man is fed up with this
because the politicians are not
talking about the burning issues
like unemployment and terrorism among others.
RK Arora, Amritsar

EMPHASISE ‘MENTAL
MATHEMATICS’
The criteria for evaluating performance of school students in the
age group 14-16 seems unreliable
because it seems to be a sweeping
generalisation that two-thirds of
our scholars don’t know how to do
two-digit division. The results of
untutored kids should not be
mixed with those who were adequately trained. Simple maths is
mostly a mental exercise.
Prof Mohan Singh, Amritsar

GOING GAGA OVER RAGA

Kar sewa head records his statement
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: The head of Tarn Taran

kar sewa outfit, Baba Jagtar
Singh, on Thursday recorded his
statement with the police in the
case of ‘darshani deori’ demolition, which is the main entrance
leading to the sanctum sanctorum of the historic Gurdwara Sri
Darbar Sahib.
The 200-year-old deori was
razed by hundreds of kar sewa
activists on Saturday night. Local
Sikhs and eyewitness on Monday
had lodged a formal complaint to
Tarn Taran senior superintendent of police (SSP) Kuldeep Singh
Chahal, demanding strict action
against the outfit head and
employees of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) working at the Darbar
Sahib for the demolition.

›

If need arises, we will also call SGPC employees and
all those having their involvement in the matter.

KAWALJIT SINGH, Tarn Taran DSP (City)

“The darshani deori was
demolished by at least 400 armed
goons of Baba Jagtar Singh in the
presence of Darbar Sahib manager Partap Singh and employees
of the SGPC. With this, the
accused have hurt the sentiments
of the Sikh community and all of
them should be booked under section 295 A (deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage
religious feelings of any class by
insulting its religion or religious
beliefs) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC),” the complaint read.
The SSP had marked the
inquiry to deputy superintendent
of police (DSP) (City) Kawaljit
Singh, who said, “On Thursday,

POLL CODE
V I O L AT I O N

n

In its poll manifesto, the Congress
has promised to consider the
withdrawal of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA) and
delete Section 124A of sedition
from the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
If done, it will help the terrorists
and anti-national forces who are
trying to destablise the country.
AFSPA is a national necessity as
it was enacted by Parliament to
deal with terrorists in an effective
manner. Security forces cannot
fight the terrorists with their
hands tied to their back. Soldiers
need a legal protection from prosecution for what they do while
discharging their duty in troubled areas.
Col SK Aggarwal (retd),
Panchkula

n

The writer is a Chandigarh-based
freelance contributor

ROW OVER DARSHANI DEORI DEMOLITION

Constable’s murder:
SHOW-CAUSE
Charges framed
against ex-SP, 9 others NOTICE TO
HT Correspondent

SOWING THE SEEDS OF
NATIONAL DISINTEGRATION

about business school and was
far removed from subjects such
as sales and marketing, had
delivered a flawlessly succinct
and persuasive elevator pitch
much like an experienced
entrepreneur. His USP had
been to transport me back to
childhood for a mere ₹20.
It’s true, education has no
borders. It does not belong
within the impermeable walls
of an institution or in the custody of prestigious degree holders. In the words of American
author Tim Fargo, education is
everyday and everywhere, the
only thing you have to pay is
attention.
In my case, I found education
outside the gates of an Indian
Institute of Management from
a boy at a busy intersection
between the changing of a traffic signal from red to green.

A POLICE PARTY
ALLEGEDLY SHOT DEAD
PARAMJIT ON JULY 9,
1993, AND LATER
SHOWED THAT HE WAS
KILLED IN ENCOUNTER
village had given ₹5,000 to Mohinder Kaur in the Chamkaur Sahib
police station for arranging a servant for him, but she failed to do
so. On the morning of July 9, 1993,
Bhag Singh,along with constable
Paramjit of Budha Bheora village
went to Kaur’s house to get back
₹5,000, but she asked them to
come in the evening.
When Paramjit went to get the
money in the evening, a police
party allegedly fired shots at him.
The police showed it as an
encounter.
The trial was being conducted
under Section 304A (causing
death by negligence) in the court
of judicial magistrate (first class)
Harish Kumar. During the proceeding, the court observed that
the accused should be tried under
Section 302 (murder) and committed the case to the sessions
judge, who later allocated it to the
additional sessions judge.

EX-IAS OFFICER
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOGA: Moga sub-divisional mag-

istrate (SDM) and assistant
returning officer Gurvinder
Singh Johal on Thursday issued
a show-cause notice to former
IAS officer Swaran Singh for
allegedly violating the model
code of conduct by pasting his
party’s posters on walls.
Singh, who had formed Apna
Samaj Party after retiring from
the service, has been asked to
submit his reply within 24 hours.
As per the notice, a flying
squad of the election commission
found posters of the former
bureaucrat and his party on the
walls of private and public properties.
It has been found that neither
Singh nor his party got prior permission from the EC to paste posters and write slogans on the
walls, the notice said.
On Wednesday, the district
administration had registered a
criminal case against Singh
under Section 188 of the IPC and
Section 3 of the Punjab Prevention of Defacement of Property
Act, 1997 at Nihalsinghwala
police station.

Baba Jagtar Singh came and
recorded his statement. Earlier, I
had recorded statements of the
complainants.” When asked if he
would also summon the SGPC
employees involved in the act, the
DSP said, “If need arises, we will
also call SGPC employees and all
those having their involvement
in the matter.”
NO DISCLOSURE ON
JAGTAR’S STATEMENT
He, however, did not disclose
much about the statement of Jagtar Singh.
He said, “It is a part of the ongoing investigation. Everything
will be revealed after the comple-

tion of probe, report of which will
be handed over to the SSP.”
‘WILL APPROACH AKAL
TAKHT SEEKING ACTION
AGAINST JAGTAR, SGPC’
Member of Parliament (MP) and
president of SAD (Taksali) Ranjit
Singh Brahmpura said he would
soon approach the Akal Takht,
the highest temporal seat of the
Sikhs, seeking strict action
against the outfit head and the
SGPC members ‘involved’ in the
demolition of the historic structure.
“We will meet Akal Takht
jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh to
take strict action against Baba
Jagtar Singh and his activists
who razed the darshani deori. We
will also demand from the Takht
to excommunicate the SGPC
members and officials who were
part of the exercise,” he added.

12-year-old boy says
he killed Gurugram
child ‘in fit of rage’
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: The police caught a
12-year-old boy on Thursday for
allegedly killing a six-year-old in
a fit of rage in a forest area near a
five-star hotel in Gurugram’s
DLF Phase 1 earlier this week.
The boy was produced before a
juvenile justice board (JJB)
member and sent to an observation home after he confessed to
having killed the boy, the police
said.
Only the skull and legs of the
six-year-old were found on Tuesday by people from the slum
cluster. His torso, arms, eyes and
teeth were still to be recovered,
the police said, adding that they
had no information yet on how
the body was dismembered.
The postmortem report had
concluded on Wednesday that
the body parts had been cut and
some eaten by an animal.
But the police on Thursday
said an animal may have
attacked the body as the juvenile
had confessed to only killing the
boy with a rock, not to dismembering him.
The victim was playing with
his cousin and a friend when the

THE BOY HAS BEEN SENT
TO AN OBSERVATION
HOME BY THE JUVENILE
JUSTICE BOARD
suspect joined them. He asked
them to come along with him, but
only the victim accompanied
him after he gave him a biscuit
packet, police said.
They allegedly went to the forest area near the five-star hotel
in DLF Phase 1 which was across
the road.
Two police teams are monitoring the movement of juvenile’s
mother and sister, the police
said.
The police said they hadn’t
been able to join all the dots yet.
After the mutilated body of the
boy was identified by the victim’s father on Tuesday from his
feet and slippers, the police had
he could have been subjected to
“black magic” rituals.
“We will be able to confirm
anything on this after the family
of the juvenile is rounded up,”
said Goyal.
Blood samples of the father of
the six-year-old were collected
on Thursday for a DNA test.

n

Congress candidate from Jalandhar Lok Sabha constituency Chaudhary Santokh Singh kicked
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT PHOTO
off his campaign with a roadshow on Thursday.

Week on, no
action against
Karnal child care
centre officials

R E L I G I O U S C O D E V I O L AT I O N

HT Correspondent

Press Trust of India

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL: More than a week since
the chairperson of the Haryana
state commission for protection
of child rights conducted investigation into allegations of harassment at the Madhuban Child
Care Institute (CCI), no action
has been taken yet.
The children, meanwhile,
continue to live under the care
of the same manager, Raj Singh,
whom they had accused of not
providing basic facilities such
as food, clothes and footwear.
When contacted on Thursday, Child rights commission
chairperson Jyoti Bainda said,
“After the probe was completed,
the district officials sent a
report to the Karnal deputy
commissioner (DC). I also
received a copy today. Now, it is
up to the DC to take action.”
DC Vinay Pratap Singh stated
that he has not received a report
so far.
“I may get it by Monday,” he
added.
Child welfare committee
(CWC) chairperson Umesh Chanana said the investigation
could not be made against the
manager as officials got busy in
another case in which 33
inmates of a juvenile detention
centre in Madhuban were
involved in a clash.

Delhi minority panel
issues notices to
DSGMC office-bearers
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A controversy has

erupted after the Delhi Minorities Commission issued notices
to the president and several
members of the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee
(DSGMC) on a complaint charging them with acts contrary to
religious code of conduct.
DSGMC president Manjinder
Singh Sirsa rejected the charges
and alleged “political conspiracy” behind the move. The
DSGMC is answerable only to
the Akal Takht, and not any government or its bodies, he said.
“This is a politically motivated move by a member of Delhi
Minorities Commission, who
earlier served as a joint secretary of DSGMC against whom
there are charges of corruption.
No government or its bodies can
question us like this, we are
answerable only to Akal Takht,”
Sirsa told PTI.
Delhi Minorities Commission
member Kartar Singh Kochhar
said notices were issued to 20
people, including DSGMC officebearers, on March 25.
“We have received replies of
four persons only. We will summon those who fail to reply to our
notice,” Kochhar said.
“The minorities commission
has the locus standi on the issue

›

It’s a politically
motivated move.
No government or its
bodies can question us
as we are answerable
to the Akal Takht only.
MANJINDER S SIRSA, DSGMC chief

as Delhi government conducts
the elections of DSGMC under
the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Act,
1971,” he said.
The complaint was received
by the commission on January
29 from Daljeet Singh, who
accused the DSGMC members of
violating the tenets of Sikh religion.
While Sirsa denied the charges as “baseless and prompted by
the ruling AAP”, Kochhar said
the accused may go to court on
the issue of notice if they
believed the Commission had no
jurisdiction in the matter.
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Securitywithdrawalhampering
pollcampaign,sayJ&Kparties
JITTERY Dub it as a conspiracy and a move to demoralise leaders and cadres; PDP writes to EC
election
2019

BATTLEFIELD J&K
Mir Ehsan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Major political parties

in Jammu and Kashmir have
claimed that security of their
leaders had been either withdrawn or downgraded ahead of
Lok Sabha elections.
Jammu and Kashmir’s six
Lok Sabha seats go to polls in five
phases. In the first phase, polling
will be held in Baramulla and
Jammu Lok Sabha constituencies on April 11. In phase two,
voting will be held in Srinagar
and Udhampur on April 18.
Ladakh will vote on May 6.

n

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufi (left) and NC vice-president Omar
HT PHOTO
Abdullah addressing election meetings on Thursday.

Anantnag will vote in three phases on April 23, 29 and May 6 for
security concerns.
Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh
Congress president Ghulam
Ahmad Mir said security cover
of its leaders was withdrawn or
downgraded without any rea-

son.
“Even our district presidents,
who had just one personnel security officers, were asked to
return them. The withdrawal of
security looks like a conspiracy
to hamper our poll campaign,
especially in militancy-hit south

Kashmir,’’ he said.
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) election in-charge, Naem
Akthar has written a letter to the
state chief electoral officer on the
matter.
“Withdrawing or downgrading security is nothing but a
move to demoralise PDP workers and limit their party activities,” Akthar said in the letter.
Akthar, a former minister,
said selective security withdrawal is being used as a tool to
influence elections. “When
three-tier protection is being
given toconvoys onhighwayand
SPs are asked to escort security
cavalcades, mainstream political parties are deprived of basic
security,” he said, terming the
withdrawal as “witch hunt.”
Earlier, former J&K chief
minister and National Conference vice president Omar Abdul-

lah tweeted: “At a time when the
administration has used the
excuse of the security environment to refuse to conduct assembly elections this decision is all
the more bizarre. God forbid
should anything happen to
any of these politicians who have
had their security withdrawn
Governor Malik & his administration will be personally
responsible.”
Last month, the state CEO had
said that he would respond only
when he received letter about
security withdrawal from any
political party.
A spokesperson of the home
department earlier said besides
separatist leaders, the security
of 155 political persons and activists, who did not require the protection provided to them based
on their threat assessment and
activities, had been withdrawn.

2 IAF men killed in J&K accident
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR :Two Indian Air Force

n

From left: Congress leaders Sudhir Sharma, Kuldeep Singh
Rathore, Mukesh Agnihotri and Pawan Kajal during a road show in
Kangra.
HT PHOTO

(IAF) personnel, including a
squadronleader,werekilledand
two others injured in a
roadaccidentinsouthKashmir’s
Pulwama district on Thursday.
Confirmingtheincident,asenior police officer said, “Four
IAF personnel, who were travelling in an SUV, met with an accident at Malngpora vilage in

Awantipora. Two of the injured
personnel succumbed to injuries.”
Thedeceasedhavebeenidentified as Squadron Leader Rakesh
Kumar Pandey and Corporal
Ajay Kumar, official said. The
injured personnel—S H Bagga
and S Thindi—have been shifted
to army’s base hospital for treatment. “It is not yet clear why the
air force personnel were travelling in the wee hours. The place
where the accident took place is

located nearthe Awantipora Air
Forcestation,”theofficialadded.
The Indian Air Force will conductaninquiryintotheincident,
he said. NC president Omar
Abdullah condoled the death.
“Verysorrytohearabouttheloss
of lives in this accident. Condolences to the families of Sq Ldr
Pandey& CorpKumar,maytheir
souls rest in peace. Prayers for
the injured, hope they make a
complete & speedy recovery,’’
Abdullah tweeted.

n
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Ghulam Nabi Azad

‘AFSPA review
needed to check
rights violation’
JAMMU : Leader of opposition in
RajyaSabhaandseniorCongress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Thursday defended his party’s
promise to review the AFSPA,
saying while the security forces
shouldenjoyfullpowerstoeliminate militancy,it wasalsonecessary to ensure that no human
rights violation took place.
“The Armed Forces Special
PowersAct(AFSPA)andtheDisturbedAreasAct(DAA)arethere
in Jammu and Kashmir for the
last 30 years. The Acts remained
inforceinPunjabfor14yearsand
also at some other places in the
country. If the party comes to
power, it will review AFSPA in
Jammu and Kashmir. Suitable
changeswillbemadeinthelawto
balancetherequirementofsecurity forces and protect human
rights,”Azadtoldreportershere.
“The security forces should
enjoy full powers to eliminate
militancy, but at the same time
wehavetoensurethatnohuman
rights violation takes place,” he
said. “Our Army, our security
forcesandourpolicemenarelayingdowntheirlivesandwesalute
their sacrifice. The nation will
alwaysremainindebtedtothem.
However, if anyone picks up any
civilian and kills him for promotion and rewards, I think he is
againstthehumanity,”thesenior
HTC
leader said.

7 Baramulla schools,
colleges closed for 8 days
SRINAGAR:Seveneducationalinstitutions in north Kashmir’s Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency
will remain closed for eight days
to accommodate security forces,
officials said.
The additional district magistrate,Sopore,onThursdayissued
orders for closure of Wadoora
complex of Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences
and Technology (SKUAST),
DegreeCollegeatHadipora,Boys
HigherSecondarySchoolatSop-

ore, Girls Higher Secondary
School at Dangiwacha, Degree
College at Sopore, Higher Secondary School at Dangiwacha
and Higher Secondary School at
Edipora from April 5 to April 12.
TheBaramullaLokSabhaseat
willgotopollsinthefirstphaseon
April 11.
Officials said more than 100
companiesofsecurityforceshad
been deployed in different parts
of the Valley for smooth conduct
of elections.
HTC

Chander Kumar,
Bali skip Kajal’s
Kangra road show
Naresh K Thakur
n

naresh.kumar4@htlive.com

DHARAMSHALA: Congress candidate from Kangra, Pawan Kajal,
was given a rousing welcome by
party workers on his arrival at
his hometown on Thursday.
However,theselectionofKajalas
Congress candidate has split the
local rank and file of the party
withmanyseniordistrictleaders
giving his road show a miss.
Kajal, who returned to India
from Sri Lanka in the morning,
arrived at Gaggal airport, near
Kangra,intheafternoon.Hewas
accompaniedbyformerminister
Sudhir Sharma, who had been
lobbyingforKajalinDelhiduring
his absence.
Himachal Pradesh Congress
Committee(HPCC)chiefKuldeep
Singh Rathore, leader of opposition (LoP) in the state assembly
Mukesh Agnihotri, Palampur
MLA Ashish Butail and former
legislatorsAjayMahajan,Sanjay
Rattan, Yadvinder Goma and
Kishori Lal were among promi-

nent leaders present during the
road show. The 5-km road show
from Gaggal airport culminated
into a public meeting at Mataur.
FormerchiefministerVirbhadraSingh,whowasexpectedtobe
atKangra,wasnotpresent.However, he blessed Kajal in a Facebookpostandsaidhewouldsoon
hit the campaign trail in Kangra
in favour of the Congress candidate. Leaders who were conspicuous by their absence included
former minister GS Bali and
Chander Kumar.
Bali said he was unwell as an
oldinjuryhadstartingtroubling
him again. “My people were
present there and I will soon join
the campaign,” he said.
SeniorleaderChanderKumar
saidarelativeofhiswasadmitted
toPGI,Chandigarh,andhis family was there with him.
“I have completed one round
of campaign in my constituency
andwillstartthesecondlegsoon.
I will make myself available
where and when party wants
me,” he added.

3 killed, 50 injured
in HP road mishaps
MANDI/SHIMLA :As many as three

people were killed and 50 injured
in two separate road accidents in
Kullu and Kinnaur district of
Himachal Pradesh on Thursday.
The incident took place
around 10.45am when a private
bus, en route Kullu from Kalang,
fell into a 40m- deep gorge near
Shalang village in Kullu district.
One person died on the spot
while 48 were injured, out of
which four are critical.

The deceased has been identified as Chaube Ram, 43. A case of
rash and negligent driving has
been registered and investigations are on.”
Two persons were killed and
two injured when a private car
fell into a gorge near Shaso in
Kinnaur district. The deceased,
who died on the spot, were identified as Sherring Dorge of Kalpa
and Dilip of Pooh in Kinnaur district.
HTC

SHAHEED HASAN KHAN MEWATI GOVT.
MEDICAL COLLEGE NALHAR, NUH, (HARYANA)
e-TENDER NOTICE
The Director, Shaheed Hasan Khan. Mewati Govt. Medical College, Nalhar, Nuh. invites online bids under (two/ bid system) through etendering website www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in from reputed Manufacturer/Authorized Distributor/ Authorized Agents/ Authorized dealer &
eligible bidders to supply the Medical Books and Journals for Central Library.
e-Tender No.
Particulars of tender
Document downloaded Submission of Tender Opening of Technical
upto 05:00 PM
upto 5:00 PM
Bid at 10:30 AM
15.04.2019
06.05.2019
08.05.2019
SHKM/ NIT-187/2019 Tender for Purchase of Journals for Central Library
SHKM/ NIT-188/2019 Tender for Purchase of Medical Books for Central
Library
1.
2.
3.

Detailed tender documents are available on the website https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in.
If the tender opening date happens to be a holiday then next working day will be considered as tender opening date.
Earnest money- of each tender will be 2,00,000/- (Two lakhs only) tender fee & E-services charge of each tender will be 1000+ 1000 =
(2000/- two thousand only) which is to be deposited online.
4.
The financial bids of technically qualified firms will be opened.
5.
Hard copy of the bid uploaded on e-tendering before tender committee on opening of bids.
6.
Any corrigendum if required regarding above mentioned tender will be uploaded on www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in
Sd/-, Director, SHKM Govt. Medical College, Nalhar., Nuh
76049
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election2019
RahulfilespapersforWayanad,
sayswon’tsaywordagainstLeft
SOUTHERN PUSH Cong chief says he won’t speak against CPI(M) during campaign
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Withsister
PriyankaGandhiVadrastanding
by his side, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday filed
hisnominationfromWayanadin
Kerala, making it clear that he
was contesting from a seat in the
south, along with Amethi in the
north, to send the message that
“India is one”.
Rahul Gandhi also reached
out to the Left, saying that he
would not utter a word against
Kerala’s Communist Party of
India (Marxist) during his campaign and that he would “absorb
allitscriticismswithhappiness”.
“Iunderstand that the CPI(M)
hastofightme.ButIamnotgoing
to say a word against them,” he
said. TheLeftismiffedwithGandhi’smovetocontestfromWayanad as they feel that all secular,
democratic forces should fight
together to defeat the Centre’s
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).AlargecrowdofCongress
workersandsupporterscarrying
party flags and festoons greeted
the brother-sister duo as they
stoodonatruckandwavedatthe
peopleduringa2kmroadshowin
Kalpetta held soon after.
“I have come to Kerala to send
a message that India is one.
South,north,east,west, centre...
all are one... There is an assault
taking place across the country
by the RSS [Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh] and the BJP. I just
want to send a messageand I will
standfromsouthIndiaandnorth

shortstories
EC DIDN’T ORDER
RAFALE BOOK’S
SEIZURE: LAVASA
CHENNAI: The Election Commission did not authorise anyone to
seize a Tamil book on the Rafale
deal and action has been taken
against officials involved in the
action, Election Commissioner
Ashok Lavasa said Thursday. All
those involved in the action have
been removed, Lavasa said. The
Commission has sought a report
on the entire episode from Tamil
Nadu Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo, he told
reporters here. “It was brought to
our knowledge through electronic
media. The EC learnt about it, we
were informed that the CEO or
the EC has not authorised this
kind of action taken by the flying
squad,” Lavasa said.

Provide for fuel, liquor to
win: JMM MLA to Cong
RANCHI: The grand alliance (GA)
led by the Congress was rocked
when a JMM legislator was heard
saying on a video that the
Congress will have to bear the
cost of the campaign by providing
liquor, diesel and petrol, if it
wants to win the Singhbhum Lok
Sabha seat. On the video, JMM
legislator from Chakradharpur
Sashibhushan Samad told a local
news channel that Congress had
neither organizational strength
nor the network needed in
Singhbhum to win the LS seat. If it
wished to do so, it would have to
pay for diesel, petrol and liquor.
“Otherwise, we’ll go to sleep after
casting our votes. Why would we
tell our party workers to sweat it
out , if we get nothing for our
efforts?” said Samad.

Tainted Bihar MLC shares
stage with Modi at rally
GAYA: Presence of JD(U) MLC
Manorama Devi, an accused in a
liquor haul case, on the dais of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and chief minister Nitish Kumar
here on April 2 has caused a
flutter in the local political circles,
particularly in the NDA camp.
What has further embarrassed
the NDA leadership is the active
participation of Manorama Devi’s
husband Bindi Yadav in BJP’s road
show led by the Bihar’s agriculture minister Prem Kumar in Gaya
a day before the PM’s rally. Bindi
Yadav is out on bail in the infamous Gaya road rage case in
which a class 12 student was shot
dead by his son Rocky Yadav on
May 7, 2016.

Kanhaiya’s crowdfunding
website goes down
BEGUSARAI: The crowdunfunding
website launched by former
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students Union (JNUSU) president and CPI candidate rendered
unserviceable, allegedly due to
cyber attack. “I can’t say if it is a
government conspiracy, but my
website has been regularly
attacked. The common man is
unable to reach the payment
gateway because of the cyber
attack... The powerful people,
having ill-gotten wealth and
muscle power, make every
attempt to stop an ordinary man
(in politics),” he said.

n

Congress president Rahul Gandhi along with party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, holds a
PTI
roadshow after filing his nomination in Wayanad on Thursday.

›

My brother, my truest
friend and, by far,
the most courageous man
I know. Take care of
him, Wayanad, he won’t
let you down.
PRIYANKA GANDHI VADRA, Cong
general secretary, on Twitter

India,” Rahul Gandhi told the
mediaafterfilinghisnomination.
Priyanka Gandhi appealed to
the people to take care of her
brother. “My brother, my truest
friendand,byfar,themostcoura-

geous man I know. Take care of
him, Wayanad, he won’t let you
down,” she tweeted after the
roadshow.
Wayanad will witness a triangular contest with Communist
Party of India’s PP Suneer and
National Democratic Alliance’s
Thushar Vellapally also in fray.
TermingRahulGandhi’sdecisionas“short-sighted”,Communist Part of India (CPI) leader D
Rajasaid,“Theprimaryobjective
must be to defeat the BJP and its
NDA allies to save the Constitution,democracy andsecularfabricofthecountry.WhatistheperspectiveoftheCongressinchoosing Gandhi for Wayanad? The
argumentsgivenbytheCongress

are not at all convincing.”
ATTACK ON MODI
Addressing a rally in Nagpur,
Rahul raised the Rafale deal
issue,statingthatafterCongress
comestopower,the“chowkidar”
(PrimeMinisterNarendraModi)
will bebehindbars. “Iamtelling
you,inquirywillbeinitiatedafter
elections...andtheotherchowkidar will be in jail... ,” he said.
The Congress has repeatedly
attacked the BJP government
over alleged corruption in the
multi-billiondollarRafalefighter
jetdeal. TheBJPandthePMhave
denied any wrongdoing on their
part.
(With inputs from Nagpur)

PM biopic release deferred, poll
watchdog to take final call today
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

New Delhi The Election Commission on Thursday said it will
take a final call on the release
date of a biopic on Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday as
the movie’s producer tweeted
the film’s release has been
deferred.
Opposition parties have
sought deferment of the biopic,
PM Narendra Modi, until the
completion of national elections
in May, arguing that the movie
could influence voters. The
biopic was slated to be screened
across the country on Friday.
“We have sought comments
from the producers of the movie
and also from the [ruling] BJP
[Bharatiya Janata Party]... The
file is under examination and it
has been listed for a decision
tomorrow [Friday],” deputy

THE FILM’S PRODUCER
TWEETED THAT THE
MOVIE WON’T BE
RELEASED TODAY AS IT
WAS SCHEDULED TO
election commissioner Sandeep
Saxena said at press conference
in New Delhi on Thursday.
The Supreme Court would
take up a Congress leader’s plea
seeking a stay on the film’s
release on April 8.
“This is to confirm, our film
‘PM Narendra Modi’ is not
releasing on 5th April. Will
update soon,” film’s producer
Sandip Ssingh posted on Twitter.
Prasoon Joshi, the chairperson of Central Board of Film
Certification, said the film is
undergoing due process of
examination and certification.

BJP tops ad spend on
Google and YouTube
Vidhi Choudhary
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Ahead of the 2019 Lok

Sabhaelections,therulingBhartiyaJanataParty(BJP)ledpoliticaladspendingonGoogleandits
video sharing app YouTube,
accounting for almost a third of
the total spending on the two
platforms, according to the first
political ad transparency report
for India released by Google on
Thursday.
The BJP spent ₹1.21 crore of
the ₹3.76croreexpendedbypolitical parties on ads published on
Google and YouTube between 19
February and 4 April, said the
report.
Andhra Pradesh’s ruling Telugu Desam Party and the main
opposition YSR Congress Party
and entities from neighbouring
Telangana spent ₹2.48 crore on
searchgiantGoogleanditsother
partnerproperties.TheCongress
spent ₹54,100, placing 14 ads.
Google’s report included
information about Lok Sabha
election ads that feature or are
runbyapoliticalparty,apolitical
candidate, or a current member
oftheLok Sabha. Last year, Google had released a similar ad
transparencyreportforitshome
market, the United States.
“This report reflects the
amount of preparation and digital sophistication that now goes
into elections. It is important to
exploit the potential of digital
penetration in India to reach a
large section of potential voters.
BJP has continued its digital
dominance since the previous
Lok Sabha elections. Regional
parties now have given a digital
push.Iexpecttheadspendtopick

upjustbeforeeachvotingphase,”
saidBGMahesh,whoworkedon
digital political ad campaigns in
2014andisnowadigitaladexpert.
The YSR Congress Party was
the second highest spender on
political ads at ₹1 crore. Political
research firm Pramanya StrategyConsulting,basedinHyderabad,spent₹85lakhtopromoteads
abouttheTDP.DigitantConsulting spent ₹63 lakh on ads about
the TDP.
In terms of geography as well,
spending was concentrated on
Andhra Pradesh (₹1.7 crore and
Telangana(₹72.7lakh).UP(₹18.47
lakh),Maharashtra(₹17.19lakh)
andBihar(₹10.53lakh)followed.
Online political ads on Facebookaccountedfor₹10.32crorein
theperiodbetweenFebruaryand
March, according to the Facebook ad archive report. The BJP
and its affiliates have spent an
estimated ₹5 crore on Facebook
so far, added the same report.
Twitteratpresent showsonly
five activeTwitterhandlesusing
the microblogging platform to
promote political tweets – three
belongtotheBJPandonetoCongress MP Milind Deora.
Twitter said the enforcement
ofitspoliticalcampaigningpolicy
in India began on March 11, and
thecertificationprocessrequired
the advertiser to take several
steps before placing ads on the
platform. “ As soon as the certification process is completed,
advertiserswhostartpromoting
political campaigning ads on
Twitter will appear in the Ads
Transparency Centre and in the
list of certified political campaigning advertisers,” a Twitter
spokesperson said in an emailed
response.

“”Since there are a lot of queries around the certification of
the film, [I] would like to give a
clear picture: the film is going
through the due process of
examination and certification
according to the requisite guidelines and is yet to be certified as
the process is not complete at
this point,” news agency Press
Trust of India quoted him saying.
The EC also said the commission has sought information
from the ministry of information and broadcast regarding
“Namo TV”. “EC had asked I&B
ministry to give out information
about Namo TV. They have
sought time till 5 pm, Friday
saying they have to collect this
information from the DTH platform. We gave them permission
and also communicated that no
further extension will be given,”
the poll panel said.

Party decided not
to field candidates
above 75 yrs: Shah
NEW DELHI: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP ) president Amit
Shah has said that it was his
party’s decision not to give Lok
Sabha poll tickets to those above
75 years of age, leading to veteran leaders like L K Advani and
Murali Manohar Joshi not being
fielded for the upcoming
national elections.
Shah also said he wanted
“direct mandate” from people to
come to Parliament and that is
why he decided to contest the
general election.
He, however, played down
speculation that he may join the
government if the BJP retains
power at the Centre, saying such
a claim has no basis as one can
become a minister even as a
Rajya Sabha member.
He made these remarks in an
interview to a magazine.
On the question of party veterans not given tickets, Shah said,
“Only the media is pushing this
issue. No one above 75 has been
given tickets. This is the party’s
decision.”
Talking about his own candidature from Gandhinagar, Shah
said, “I have been an MLA for 25
years. I am a political worker
who stays among the people.
When my assembly term ended,
there was no Lok Sabha election.
So, I went to Rajya Sabha. I
wanted a direct mandate from
the people to go to Parliament
and the party agreed.” Stating
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership and national
security are two major issues for
the party in these elections, Shah
said Modi brought the policy of
zero tolerance towards terrorism to the fore.
PTI

PRESIDENT SENDS
EC PLAINT AGAINST
GOVERNOR KALYAN
SINGH TO CENTRE
HT Correspondent
n

SMRITI IRANI
SLAMS RAHUL
IN AMETHI
AMETHI :Union Minister
Smriti Irani on Thursday launched an attack
on Congress President
Rahul Gandhi, accusing
him of “betraying
Amethi.”
“My party leadership
has sent me to empower
Amethi whose MP
ruined it completely.
After using Amethi to
enjoy power for 15
years, the MP is now
leaving it for another
LS constituency. Amethi won’t tolerate this
deceit, insult and injustice,” she said.
Irani is on a two-day
visit to Amethi, from
where she is contesting
against the Congress
chief again. The Bharatiya Janata Party ( BJP)
leader had lost the 2014
election to Gandhi from
the same seat.
Congress spokesperson Randeep Surjewala
countered Irani, stating
“I can understand the
scepticism and also the
constant fear that prevails in the mind of
Smriti Irani ji... We will
defeat her with the
blessings of the people
of Amethi,” he said.
HTC
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Praveen Kumar Nishad, son
of Nishad Party chief Sanjay
Nishad, joined the BJP. He had
won last year’s Gorakhpur
bypoll on an SP ticket.
Former Cong MP from Telangana, Ananda Bhaskar Rapolu
also became a part of the BJP
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NEW DELHI: President Ram Nath

Kovind has forwarded the complaint about violation of the
model code of conduct by RajasthangovernorKalyanSinghtothe
Centre, an official said.
“ThePresidenthasforwarded
the matter to the ministry of
home affairs,” Ashok Malik,
spokespersonforthePresidentof
India, said on Thursday.
Earlier, theElectionCommission said the matter had been
notified to the President.
“TheEChadsenttheinformation to the hon’ble President.
Afterthatwhatdecisionoraction
will be taken from there, we are
not aware,” the election watchdoghadsaidearlieronThursday.
Addressing Bharatiya Janata
PartyworkersathisAligarhresidence on March 23, Singh, a
former Uttar Pradesh CM, had
reportedlysaid,“AllofusareBJP
workersandwewantthepartyto
win. We want Modiji to become
the prime minister. It is necessary that Modiji becomes the
prime minister again”.
The EC had examined Singh’s
remarksinthelightofmodelcode
of conduct as holding a constitutional post makes him
“apolitical”.
Meanwhile, senior Congress
leaderRandeepSinghSurjewala
on Thursday demanded that
Rajasthan governor Kalyan
Singh be sacked. He accused
Singh of “tarnishing the established traditions” and accepted
norms of the office of governor.
“He has no right to stay on the
postevenfor aminuteandonthe
same day, just for your informationsinceyouaskedthequestion;
we had moved the President of
India.PresidentofIndiawastravellingabroad. I think he has only
returned today. We have
requested his Secretariat to give
us time so that we firstly meet
himandurgeuponhimtoremove
Kalyan Singh Ji as Governor,”
Surjewala said.

n

Lieutenant General DS Hooda submitted a report on national
security to Congress president Rahul Gandhi on March 31.

No suggestion on
Afspa in report to
Cong, says Hooda
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: As a political slugfest
over a proposed review of the
Armed Forces Special Forces
Act (Afspa) rages between the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Congress, former Northern Army Commander Lieutenant General DS Hooda said his
recommendations to the Congress were “broad, strategic in
nature on a range of issues
including internal security”.
General Hooda, who led the
September 2016 cross-border
strikes in Pakistan following the
attack on the Uri Brigade headquarters, had presented a
42-page national security document to Congress president
Rahul Gandhi. The document is
not public yet.
In its election manifesto
released on Tuesday, the Congress had said that, if voted to
power, it would review the Afspa
and the Disturbed Areas Act 1976
– enabling legislation for the
implementation of AFSPA. The
party said it would make suitable
changes to balance the requirements of security and the protection of human rights. Afspa is a
special law that protects forces
against unnecessary litigation
and investigation when they are
deployed in an internal security
role.
The manifesto also said the
party would review the deployment of armed forces in the
Kashmir valley – moving more
troops to the border to check
infiltration while reducing the

KALYAN SINGH HAD
TRIGGERED A ROW
AFTER HE ALLEGEDLY
PRAISED MODI AND
SAID THAT HE MUST BE
RE-ELECTED AS THE PM

facetoface
JAYANT CHAUDHARY, Rashtriya Lok Dal leader

‘This election is about taking issues
of farmers to political mainstream’
MUZAFFARNAGAR: Rashtriya
Lok Dal leader Jayant
Chaudhary is trying to enter
the Lok Sabha from Baghpat
this time, having lost in Mathura to BJP’s Hema Malini in
2014. He spoke to Vinod
Sharma at Khatauli’s Gujjar-dominated Titaura village. Edited excepts:

What are your prospects in
Baghpat, where your father
came third in the 2014 polls?
The last election wasn’t a normal election. It was held in a
very polarised environment.
There were heated emotions
-- the people had already
made up their mind. It was as
if there was only one candidate on the EVM. We have
since worked hard to rebuild
the social ties that had existed
in the region. The SP-BSP
alliance is working and paying dividends on the ground. I
go to that region [Baghpat]
with fond memories of my
youth spent there, campaigning for my father. As a candidate, people see me with a different perspective.

Your grandfather Charan Singh
was a leader of Indira Gandhi’s
stature in the heartland with a
strong social base among Jats,
Muslims and backwards. Can
you recreate an equally formidable social line-up while bringing together Jats and Muslims?
No caste can survive politically or socially in isolation.
It is the same for Jats. They
are basically farmers who
work with and take along
other communities. Which is
why they had political success in the past. That’s the
magic we have to rediscover.
We have tried to rebuild confidence with small community meetings. Those measures were needed. We are the
only party that did bhaichara
sammelans (harmony gatherings). The BJP didn’t do it.
No other party did it in the
aftermath of the 2103 Muzaf-

farnagar riots. We simply got
people to sit together and talk
about what happened. That’s
the reconciliation process…
we have been doing for the
last two years. Then the political alliances came through
and [the 2018] Kairana election was a watershed election. It was the litmus test to
know whether the alliance
will work, whether votes will
get transferred, will we rise
above the Hindu-Muslim
divide. We could successfully
do all that. Given that experience, there is confidence that
the trust between the two
communities, whatever deficit we had, will be more than
made up.

It should be easier for you to
replicate the Kairana template
in Baghpat and Muzaffarnagar
where the Congress has not
given candidates, unlike in Mathura, where your party is in a triangular fight with the BJP and
the Congress. How’s your
father’s campaign going in
Muzaffarnagar?
Chaudhary sahab has
worked for three decades on
issues that are very close to
the people here. He was
instrumental in setting up
the sugar industry. Numerous times when farmers were
in a crisis, he came forward to
help. So there is that legacy.
This election is about that
respect [for past work], it’s
about taking the farmers’
issues to the political mainstream. Ajit Singh ji stands
for all that. But our rivals are
running a very negative campaign in Muzaffarnagar. Uma

TWITTER

Bharti came here and
mocked: baap bhi hara, beta
bhi haara [in 2014, father and
son both lost]. Yogi Adityanath talked about riots, [Narendra] Modi ji spoke about
migration of Hindus [from
Kairana]. These are the scars
from the 2014 past. People
have realised that those who
talk on those lines do not
want Muzaffarnagar to prosper.

The combined votes of RLD and
the Congress here last time
were less than 20,000. In that
sense, Ajit Singh has taken a
huge political risk by contesting
from Muzaffarnagar. What
prompted him to do that?
Basically because the whole
country was shocked about
what happened here in 2013.
He had a longing that it
shouldn’t be his legacy. It
wasn’t an easy decision for
him to come here from Baghpat, a constituency he nurtured for years. But it was a
very well thought and considered decision. That’s how he
wants to leave his mark [in
Muzaffarnagar].

You are entering a Gujjar-dominated village. What’s your message for them as also the Jat
youth? Is it a caste pitch or a
socio-economic message?
Not a caste message at all. It’s
a message for building social
cohesion, building social ties.
It’s about farmer-centric policies. You asked me about the
youth. The youth across
castes are the same. They
want jobs, economic prosperity and opportunities that
have been the biggest failings
of Modi ji. We’ve also have
taken up an issue relating to
young voters of the age of
18-25 who cannot contest
elections. Age of candidacy is
the next issue. If they can be
village pradhans at 21, then
why can’t they contest for
assembly or Parliament at
that age.

›

Let us not take one
issue like Afspa and
swing everything around it.
A broader strategy to deal
with Kashmir has several
facets...Afspa didn’t figure
in the recommendations.
DS HOODA , former Northern
Army Commander

presence of the Army and Central Armed Police Forces in the
valley.
“Let us not take one issue like
Afspa and swing everything
around it. A broader strategy to
deal with Kashmir has several
facets,” he said. He added that
“Afspa did not figure in the recommendations” made by him,
although he had looked at internal conflicts and the Jammu and
Kashmir situation.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had hit out at the Congress
at a rally in Kolkata on Wednesday. “The Congress in its manifesto, which is full of lies, has
promised to remove the law that
protects our forces in terror-affected areas. Removing this will
help Pakistan,” he had said.
Later, defence minister
Nirmala Sitharaman attacked
the Congress, saying the move to
amend
AFSPA
would
demoralize the military. The
Congress was trying to help
“separatists, directly and indirectly”, she told reporters on
Wednesday.

Kamal Nath, son in
fray for assembly,
Lok Sabha as Cong
announces picks
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL/BHUBANESHWAR: The Con-

gress on Thursday announced
Madhya Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath’s son, Nakul Nath,
will be the party’s candidate for
the state’s Chhindwara Lok
Sabha seat.
Kamal Nath has been fielded
from Chhindwara assembly seat
where by-election is to be held
along with the Lok Sabha polls.
The assembly seat was
vacated by Congress’s Deepak
Saxena after Kamal Nath, the
Lok Sabha member from
Chhindwara , took over as chief
minister in Decemberandconsequently needed to get elected to
the state legislature within six
months. Apart from Nakul Nath,
theCongressannounced11more
candidates from Madhya Pradesh. They include Arun Yadav
from Khandwa, and Vivek
Tankha from Jabalpur.
Madhya Pradesh sends 29
members to the Lok Sabha.The
party announced father-son candidates for Odisha, where
assembly and Lok Sabha elections will be held simultaneously in four phases — on April
11, 18, 23 and 29.
Narasingha Mishra will contest the assembly polls and his
son, Samarendra Mishra, was
fielded for the Lok Sabha elections. Bhakta Charan Das is the
party nominee from the Kalahandi Lok Sabha constituency.
His son, Sagar Charan Das, is
contesting from Bhawanipatna
assembly constituency, which
comes under the Kalahandi Lok
Sabha. Odisha Congress chief
Niranjan Patnaik is contesting
from Bhandaripokhari and Ghasipura assembly constituencies.
His son, Nabajyoti Patnaik, was
fielded from Balasore Lok Sabha
constituency. George Tirkey is
contesting from Sundargarh
Lok Sabha constituency and his
son, Rohit Joseph, from Biramitrapur assembly seat.
Odisha has 21 Lok Sabha and
147 assembly seats.
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movie review

4BSFjawanskilled
inMaoistambushin
Chhattisgarhforest

Direction: Robby Grewal
Actors: John Abraham,
Mouni Roy, Jackie Shroff,
Sikandar Kher
Rating
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RAIPUR: Four security personnel

S

After the last quarter of a percentage point cut in February,
banks had responded by cutting their lending rates by just
5 to 10 basis points (bps). One
basis point is one-hundredth of
a percentage point.
“Transmission [of the rate
cut] will happen because once
youareinthedownwardinterest
rate trajectory, and if there is
additional liquidity, it happens
over a point of time. In the
run-up to the elections, there will
be currency leakage where the
deposit growth slows down,”
said SoumyaKanti Ghosh, group
chief economic adviser, State
Bank of India. “After the elections, the currency leakage
declines and the deposit growth
picks up. By that logic, there will
be transmission due to the rate
cut. However, it will take time
given the prevailing liquidity
conditions.”
RBI reduced its GDP growth
forecast to 7.2% for 2019-2020
from a prediction of 7.4% in Feb-

SOIL CAVE-IN TRAPS JAWANS
DURING BOREWELL RESCUE
KANPUR: Twenty-eight
hours after an eight-yearold girl, Seema, fell into a
60-feet deep borewell in Farrukhabad, rescue operations continued late on
Thursday evening with the
army and National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
teams facing obstacles in
their efforts in the form of
loose soil.
According to rescue officials, operations had to be
stopped for a few hours on
Thursday, as loose soil and

THE ATTACK IS THE FIRST
MAJOR ASSAULT ON
SECURITY FORCES IN
CHHATTISGARH SINCE
THE NOVEMBER 2018
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS
WHEN A JOURNALIST
AND TWO POLICEMEN
WERE KILLED
Two other police personnel
were also injured in the
ambush.
The cameraperson was a part
of a three-member Doordarshan
team that was in Bastar for
assembly election coverage.
The team was on its way to a new
polling booth in Nilawaya,
where people have not voted for
the past 20 years.
“Maoists want to give a message that they are boycotting

ruary. Growth in the gross
domestic product, or total output
of goods and services, fell to 6.6%
in the quarter ended December.
Inflation was forecast to reach
3.8% in March 2020 from 2.6% in
February 2019.
“The domestic economy is facing headwinds, especially on the
global front,” the central bank
said in a statement. “The need is
to strengthen domestic growth
impulses by spurring private
investment which has remained
sluggish.”
Along with a slowdown in the
global economy, domestic
growth has decelerated because
of a slowdown in consumption,
both public and private, RBI
said.The predicted slowdown in
global growth will hurt India,
bankers and economists
said. “There will be a steep slowdown [globally]. For instance,
3% growth we are seeing in the
US, we expect it come closer to
2%,” said Ashutosh Khajuria,
chief financial officer at Federal
Bank.

Goal is to make home
loan EMIs cheaper
than rents, says Jaitley
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TheVajpayeegovernmentintroduced income tax deductions
attributabletointerestpayments
on housing loans, lowering the
cost of borrowing and giving a
boost to housing demand, he
said.
“When Mr Vajpayee was the
primeminister,ifyouremember,
homeloanshadbecomesocheap
thatEMIscostlessthanrentinga
house, I think that’s where we
need to take interest rates,” he
said.
Asked why banks were reluctantto passonthebenefits ofpol-

py movies speak their
own language. British
spies in the movies have
confidential conversations in
public parks, spilling secrets
while feeding the ducks. Our
spy movies, mostly set
between India and Pakistan,
feature agents and doubleagents chatting at qawwali
performances, presumably
thinking the wails will drown
them out. Romeo Akbar Walter follows spy clichés dutifully and drowns us in minutiae, but never feels immediate or exciting. It’s a slow
film, where the spies at the
qawwali are played by John
Abraham and Mouni Roy.
Abraham, possibly a shark at
poker, uses expressions spar-

The bodies of the four BSF personnel who were killed in
Chhattisgarh on Thursday.
ARABINDA MAHAPATRA/HT

RBI cuts rates to spur
investment, spending
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

n

icy rate cuts by the RBI to their
customers, Jaitley said: “They
have a formulation where they
don’t do an immediate transmission, but over a period they do it.
And I’m glad the governor [of
RBI] said today that they are
goingtohaveapolicyoftransmissioninconsultationwithbanks,”
he said.
The rate cut by the RBI will
give a boost to the economy
throughhigherconsumptionand
investments,saidSurendraHiranandani, founder anddirector of
real estate company Hiranandani Group.

sand did not allow the team
to dig a parallel borewell
near the first one for more
than 30 feet. Two army personnel who got trapped
after the soil caved in while
digging were rescued with
the help of a rope.
Farrukhabad SP Anil
Mishra said a team of 40
army personnel from Agra
and a 15-member team of
NDRF from Lucknow
arrived to join the operaHTC
tion.

elections and this attack is part
of their strategy. They have
done it before assembly elections and now four jawans are
martyred just before the general election. The government
needs to be more active on the
Maoist front now and should
take strategic decision to eradicate Maoism from the state
because of it now the biggest
problem in Chhattisgarh,” said
Chhattisgarh-based political
commentator Ashok Tomar.
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Bhupesh Baghel condemned the
attack on the security forces and
called it a cowardly act.
“We will take strict action
against the Maoists and violence will not be tolerated. Our
jawans are capable of appropriate action,” he said.
On March 16, security forces
gunned down four suspected
Maoists in a gun battle in
Sukma.

Average

Poor

This is a John Abraham show, and as he takes on three characters with three names, the film buckles under the effort.

The spy who bored me

n

Good

ROMEO AKBAR WALTER

Ritesh Mishra and S Kareemudin

were killed on Thursday when
Maoists ambushed a Border
Security Force (BSF) patrol in
Chhattisgarh’s Left-Wing insurgency-hit Bastar region.
Bastar’s inspector general of
police Vivekanand Sinha said
the patrol was on a routine
combing operation near Mahala
village in Kanker district when
it was attacked.
The attack is the first major
assault on security forces in
Chhattisgarh since the November 2018 assembly elections
when a journalist and two
policemen were killed.
It came days before Kanker
goes to the Lok Sabha polls in
the second phase of national
elections on April 18 along with
two other seats in Chhattisgarh
— Mahasamund and Rajnandgaon. The elections for Chhattisgarh’s 11 seats are being held
in three of the six-phased
national polls. Maoists have
called for a boycott of the elections in Chhattisgarh, which is
among the 12 Left-Wing insurgency hit states.
The four were identified as
BSF’s assistant sub-inspector
Vipul Bora and constables
Seelam Ramakrishnan ,
Tumeshwar , and Ishrar Khan.
While Bora was from Assam,
Ramakrishnan hailed from
Andhra Pradesh and Khan was
from Jharkhand. Tumeshwar
(who only uses his first name)
was the lone jawan from the
state.
Sinha said Maoists fled into
the jungle after the attack and
suffered causalities in the
exchange of fire as the security
forces retaliated.
Kanker police superintendent RL Druve said the security
forces started a combing operation in the Maoist-affected areas
of the district in the aftermath of
the attack. “We are hoping for
results soon.”
The patrol party from the
BSF’s Mahla camp, located
around 250 km from Raipur, was
passing through a forest when a
group of Maoists fired at them
and triggered the firefight, officials said.
A Doordarshan cameraperson and two policemen were
killed on October 30 in a similar
ambush in Dantewada district
ahead of the assembly elections
in Chhattisgarh in November.

Very Good
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PRE-POLL ATTACK Search party hit in daring daytime strike
n

Outstanding

nation

ingly, as if afraid to run out of
a restricted repertoire. We
meet him as Romeo, a youngish man with Arjun Rampal
hair and a pockmarked face,
rougher than we’re used to
seeing him — but so flat and
stiff that he threatens to blend
into the traditionally woodpanelled walls.
Set in 1971, there’s interesting background: the Indian
army training rebels in East
Pakistan, Indian intelligence
trying to outwit the Pakistanis via diplomatic misdirection, and Pakistani intelligence that, for once, looks
efficient enough to be a
threat. There is even some
third-act skulduggery that
could have been clever.

Unfortunately, the film drags
on for too long, and — despite
RAW chief Jackie Shroff
insisting “Nothing will be
told to you directly” — every
little bit is tediously spelt out.
The Indian intelligence
network functions like a
classroom-full of kids passing
elaborately hidden notes,
inside oranges and padlocks.
Director Robby Grewal
appears so pleased with these
hiding places that their logic
is forsaken: a scruffy old man
in the shadows gives a welldressed woman a box with a
sari covering a gun, yet they
look so unlikely together, he
might as well have just
handed her a cello case with a
machine gun in it.
Some details are good.
Handbills on a wall advertise
the once-popular Turkish tel-

evision brand, Arcelik; we
hear of Prakash Padukone
winning badminton tournaments in Kuala Lumpur; and
a radio cruelly taunts a Pakistani colonel with a classic,
happy (albeit racist) Hindi
film song. This colonel is
played by a terrific Sikandar
Kher, a menacing figure who
gets the dialect right, credibly
swallowing English syllables:
“police” becomes “pulce,”
“lie detector” becomes “lie
tector.”
Yet this is an Abraham
show, and as he takes on
three characters with three
names, the film buckles
under the effort.
In the James Bond novels,
there are pages where Bond
reads a dossier. These are
highly detailed pages, letting
us know what Bond knows —

Shazam casts a spell
ABROAD SPECTRUM

RASHID IRANI
SHAZAM!
Direction: David F SandbergActors: Zachary Levi, Asher
Angel, Jack Dylan Grazer
Rating:

A

n

The movie reprises the body-switching comedies of the 1980’s.

wish-fulfillment
superhero fantasy
based on one of the earliest DC Comics characters
(created in 1939 and initially

known as — no kidding —
Captain Marvel), Shazam! is
surprisingly good — as
immensely enjoyable, in fact,
as Wonder Woman was.
The plot is a throwback to
the body-switching comedies
(Big) and adolescent adventures (Trading Places) of the
1980s, and focuses on a
14-year-old foster child
(Asher Angel, charismatic)
living with a foster family in
Philadelphia. Every time he
shouts the word Shazam, he is
magically transformed into
an invincible adult. (Incidentally, Shazam is an acronym
for six heroes of antiquity —
Solomon, Hercules, Atlas,

before we turn to the action
and thrills. Romeo Akbar
Walter is all dossier, no thrill.
Pity, really.
No point in pouring a drink
so dry it forgets it wanted to
be a martini.

Zeus, Achilles and Mercury.)
Soon enough, his supersized alter-ego (Zachary Levi,
convincing) is tasked with
confronting the forces of evil
in the guise of a megalomaniac (Mark Strong) capable of
unleashing the ghoulish avatars of the seven deadly sins.
It’s a playful plot given a
comedic slant by, surprise
surprise, director David F
Sandberg, the horror aficionado behind Lights Out and
Annabelle: Creation. The
supporting cast features a
couple of scene-stealing turns
by Faithe Herman (as the
wise-beyond-her-years foster
sister) and Jack Dylan Grazer
(as the geeky sidekick). Shazam! is a film for the fun-loving. I say go see it.

Chopper case: ED questions bizman Puri
NEW DELHI: The Enforcement

Directorate (ED) on Thursday
questioned businessman Ratul
Puri in connection with the
AgustaWestland chopper deal
case, agency officials said.
Puri, chairman of Hindustan

Powerprojects Pvt Ltd, is under
thescanneroftheCentralBureau
of Investigation (CBI) and ED for
alleged payment of commission
throughhisfirminthehelicopter
deal, said an ED official, who
asked not to be named.

htclassifieds
EDUCATION
COACHING
ATTENTION! FOR the first time
get personalized MAT (Mental Ability) NTSE coaching in Chandigarh.
With over 4 years of experience in
coaching industry. Contact no:
7508306303, Mr. Karan Raj.

TOLET
PANCHKULA
10 MARLA independent corner
single storey, 3 bedroom house for
rent, Sector-9, Panchkula.
8587800913.

EMPLOYMENT
A INTERNATIONAL Caribbean
based company requires Journalist(
Freshers Also) to write editorial and
articles for our online NEWS portal.
Also requires candidates for
promoting and handling of our
social media accounts including
YouTube and Facebook minimum
salary package starts from 70
thousand plus air tickets and
accommodation interview On
08/04/19 at 306 L Model Town
Jalandhar.Timing 12 to 1.00 PM
Mobile No 8872800503.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I SARDUL Singh S/o Pritam Singh
Village Taprian Amar Singh P/O
Behrampur bet Distt. Ropar, State
that I also Called by name of Buta
Singh. So Buta Singh and Sardul
Singh is the same person.

I, JASWANT Singh Bhangaal S/o
Hakam Singh R/o Village Hassanpur
Prohtan Tehsil &Distt Patiala
(Punjab) have changed my name to
Jaswant Singh.

WE INDAR Pal Singh Ahluwalia S/o
Late Gian Singh Ahluwalia and Vir
Bala Ahluwalia R/o House No. 2561
Phase 7, Sector 61, S.A.S. Nagar
(Mohali) declare that our son
Prabhjot Singh Ahluwalia and his
wife Meenakshi Ahluwalia are out of
our control. We disown them and
their family from all our moveable
and immoveable properties. We
shall not be responsible for any of
their acts and anybody dealing with
them shall do so at their own risk.

I, SURESH Oswal S/o Sh. Tej Paul
Oswal, R/o 146-7, Maharani Jhansi
Road, Civil Lines, Ludhiana 141001
have changed my name to Surush
Oswal for all purposes.

Puri is Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Kamal Nath’s
nephew.
“I’m cooperating with the

investigation. I have no connection with AgustaWestland or
defence. I run an independent
business.Ihavenobusinessdeal-

ings with any relative of mine,”
Puri told new agency ANI.
KamalNathcalledtheactiona
political witch-hunt.
HTC

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, BALWINDER Singh S/o Tarsem
Singh, Village Rajpur Butala, Tehsil
Baba Bakala Amritsar have changed
my name Balwinder Singh to
Balwinder Singh Bal.

I, MAKHAN Singh S/o Jaswant
Singh, Permanent resident of VPO
Majari, Tehsil and Distt. Una (HP),
presently residing at 12559 94A Ave
SURREY, BC V2V 1M7, changed my
name Makhan Singh to Makhan
Singh Atwal.

I, JASWANT Kaur W/o Davinder
Singh R/o Village Sajmaur, Tehsil
Anandpur Sahib, District Rupnagar
have changed my name to Balwant
Kaur.

I, RAM Parkash S/o Rameshwar R/o
# 1067 Sector 52 Chandigarh hereby
disown my daughter Neelam Rawat
from my all moveable/ immoveable
properties. She is out of my control,
if anybody deal with her will do so at
own risk. I shall not be responsible
for her any deeds.

I DEBESHWAR Digal S/o Shri
Jalandhar Digal R/o Flat No. L-403,
Jalandhar Heights 66 foot Road,
Pholriwal, Jalandhar have changed
name of my minor son from Master
Aishwarya Digal to Master
Aishwarya Diggal. All concerned
may note.

IT IS notified for the information that
my original XII Passing Certificate of
Senior Secondary Examination of
year 2013-2014 & Roll No. 2739421
issued by CBSE has been actually
lost. Name of Candidate: Adhiraj
Singh Sidhu, R/o H.No. 50, Sector 12,
Panchkula, Haryana - 134112, Tel:
9217040000.

I, JASWANT Singh S/o Hakam
Singh R/o Village Hassanpur
Prohtan Tehsil &Distt Patiala
( Punjab ) have changed my minor
son's name from Sahildeep Singh
Bhangaal to Sahildeep Singh.

I, BALWINDER Kumar Gupta S/o
Amar Chand R/o House No. 2159/3A, Street No 4, Basant Nagar,
Ludhiana have changed my name
from Balwinder Kumar to Balwinder
Kumar Gupta.

I MUKUL Singh S/o Rakesh Singal
R/o H.No. 46, Sukhmani Enclave,
Canal Road, Barhewal, Ludhiana
have changed my name from Mukul
Singla to Mukul Singal.

I, RAVINDER Singh Bansal S/o Sh.
Sardara Singh H.No. 3551, Sector-71,
Mohali (Pb.) have changed my name
from Ravinder Singh Bansal to
Ravinder Singh.
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‘Cong’sNyayschemeabluffineverysense’
HTINTERVIEW
ARUN JAITLEY, Union finance minister

U

nion finance minister
Arun Jaitley spoke to
Shishir Gupta and
Rajeev Jayaswal
about a range of issues
including the Reserve Bank of
India, economic growth, the Congress manifesto, Kashmir, and
electoral bonds. Edited Excerpts:

non-food sector. Credit has gone up.
That’s an indication of investment.
With the kind of infrastructure
investments, both national urban
and also rural infrastructure that
we have been doing and which has
been planned over the next five
years, there’s going to be a very
large economic activity.

In 2014, the repo rate was 8%, in 2019
the repo rate is 6%. In your view,
whether an economist is the better
choice as RBI governor or somebody
who has done education in history?

There are forecasts that there will be El
Nino effect and inflation will rise.

I don’t think you can give a generalised reply - you’ve had many civil
servants who have been RBI governors and they were not necessarily
economists. They had handled economic departments. Dr CD Deshmukh was a legendary governor.
His education was in natural science and his area of specialisation
was Sanskrit. The present governor
[Shaktikanta Das] has been a history student but if you’ve spent 35 to
40 years of your life in the management of the economic activity in the
country, right from the tehsil to the
district to the state capital to the
Centre, you know the country a little better. You also had some very
good economists as long as they
knew India well, and I think what’s
more important is not to be dogmatic and become a prisoner of a
particular image but to act as per
the immediate requirements, the
fundamental requirements of the
economy and the market.

RBI has reflected some uncertainties,
and said there were some signs of
domestic investments weakening. It
has reduced GDP forecast from 7.4%
to 7.2%
These are periodic assessments
that they do and they keep revising
it. Ultimately, estimates are estimates, situations change also. For
instance, there’s a certain drop in
automobile sales but then the fixed
investment is up by 14.7% in the

Let’s wait for the meteorological
department’s predictions also, and
when you look at this, you have to
see the spread of the monsoon and
where the dry pockets are. If the dry
pockets are in your key agricultural
goal areas, it’s a serious concern.
But if they’re on the margins, every
year some areas will be stagnant.

Economic growth is a work-inprogress because many of the measures are medium- to long-term. How
does one communicate this to an electorate that wants results quickly?
Let’s not underestimate the electorate. India’s electorate is shrewd…
Take rural India - in infrastructure
they got roads, they got cooking gas,
they got toilets, electricity and some
got houses. And then they got
health care. They are aspirational
and they know everyone will have a
house in the next three years. Every
home will have a tap. Every village
or cluster of villages will have a
playground. Similarly, you are
now, in terms of seeds, fertilizers,
electricity, subsidising the farmer,
you’re partly subsidising his insurance. You’ve increased his MSP but
the market gap still remains. He
knows the government will take all
steps that his gap reduces. You have
started by increasing his income
support. As the government resources increase, I’m quite sure the government’s ability to spend more on
each of this will increase. In infrastructure, if you can build 10,000
kms of highways, you can get more
Metros, better cities for urban life.

These are areas of growth - obviously all this is going to be
increased.

Talking about the BJP manifesto, you
said the other day it is going to have
specific goals.
Let’s wait for the manifesto. I can’t
comment on that.

In2014,theBJPwasagainstadivided
Oppositionandpeopleatthatpointalso
thoughtthattherewasnowaybutultimatelyturnedouttherewasaway.This
time,there’sapartiallyunifiedOpposition.Doyoustillseeawaveforthe
BJP?
When every poll is indicating a
60-70% approval rating of the Prime
Minister, and the undercurrent is
that we want Modi back. How do
psephologists transfer it to the
number of seats? I think traditional
arithmetic doesn’t matter here. The
chemistry of state politics has
changed .

Now when you look back at the last five
years, do you think the bureaucracy
performed well with you?
They were used to a different culture but I don’t have any complaints. I think there has been a
fairly competent civil service, may
be a few exceptions, but by and large

I can’t find any programmes we
have been handling that have been
hindered by them. Bureaucrats of
some states have done it for political
reasons.

Congress has talked about the NYAY
minimum income guarantee scheme in
their manifesto. Is it feasible?
It’s a bluff in every sense. Total DBT
[direct benefit transfers] that Centre and states are giving - it’s more
than that. Will that be counted
towards income? Supposing in Telangana, the total DBT is 15% in the
poor man’s account, will that 15,000
be part of the eligibility criteria or
not? If it is yes, the scheme is non-existent. And if it is no, then for working you get more than what the minimum wage of the country is. Secondly, where do you get the
resources from? Is it over and
above? The manifesto says only
merit subsidies will stay. There are
950 subsidies, and you can declare
any one of them as non-merit. So
there’s a catch. Secondly, it says it
will be a Centre-State scheme, you
are already washing it off your
hands. And advisors to Rahul Gandhi -- Abhijeet Banerjee and now
Sam Pitroda -- I have heard both of
them on television saying probably
taxes will have to be increased so

that’s the only way.
We have consciously tried to
strengthen India’s middle class.
With every budget, we have
increased its spending capacity by
liberating it from taxes. We brought
indirect taxes – GST [Goods and
Services Tax] down. For housing ,
we have brought it down to negligible level. The future of the Indian
economy is the middle class and the
neo-middle class and today’s poor
should eventually become a part of
that. And the Congress manifesto -there’s not a single word nor a paragraph nor a sentence on India’s
middle-class whose purchasing
powerwill make India dominate,
not only domestically but also internationally.
In fact, Rahul Gandhi’s statement yesterday is the most obnoxious statement ever given by a serious politician. He said we’ll fund it
by collecting it from the ‘chor’ businessmen that Modi patronised.

Peoples Democratic Party chief Mehbooba Mufti has said that if you remove
Article 370, it means the area will be
India-occupied Kashmir.
It’s a preposterous suggestion. I
think Kashmir doesn’t belong to
Mehbooba Mufti. The two mainstream parties of the state are letting both the state and people, the
Kashmiris, down. They are also letting India down. They can’t run
with the horse and hunt with the
hounds. Our priority is peace, security and progress in the Valley.
And today, we’ve started enforcing the rule of law, after all the steps
we have taken in the past two-three
months, there’s absolute peace in
the Valley. Let’s first correct the
mistaken notion of history – neither
Article 371 nor 35A… Article 370
was not a part of the instrument of
accession, which took place in October 1947. Article 35A was surreptitiously slipped in 1954.
There’s no provision for secession of any territory from India.
Some constitutions have it, India
doesn’t. No Indian or any government can do it. This is as absurd an
argument as suggesting that if the
Westminster was to repeal the

Now, Naqvi sparks ‘Modiji ki sena’ row
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BAREILLY:A day after the Election

Commission(EC)issuedanotice
to Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath for calling the
Indian Army “Modi ki sena
(Modi’s army)”, a video of Union
minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
purportedly making a similar
remark at a Rampur rally surfaced on Thursday.
Inthevideo,Naqvican bepurportedlyheardsaying,“Ourmissiles,ourdefencepersonnelannihilatedtheterroristsafterstorming their bastions. This is not an
ordinary feat.”
“AbdikkatyehhuikiCongress
party,SamajwadiParty,Bahujan
Samaj Party sab chilaane lage ki
bhai yeh jo Modi ji ne ghus ghus
kar, Modiji ki sena ne ghus ghus
karkeaatankwaadiyokotabaah
kiyaa uskaa saboot to dikhaa do’
(But the problem is that the Congress,the SPandthe BSPstarted
demanding proof of the attack
carried out by ‘Modiji ki sena’),”

n

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

he added.”
The union minister was in
Rampur on Wednesday to supportactor-turned-politicianJaya
Prada who filed her nomination
as a Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)candidatefromtheRampur
Lok Sabha constituency.
When contacted by news
agencyPTIonThursdayevening,
Naqvimaintainedthathehadnot
saiditinasmanywords.“Imight
havesaid‘meri sena,aapkisena,
har aadmi ki sena’ (my Army,
your army, everyone’s Army).”
The Congress described
Naqvi’s comment as an insult to

RLP joins BJP in Raj,
Beniwal gets Nagaur
Urvashi Dev Rawal
n

htraj@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) on Thursday
announced an alliance with Jat
leaderHanumanBeniwal’sRashtriya Loktantrik Party (RLP) in
RajasthanfortheLokSabhaelections. Beniwal will contest from
Nagaur, replacing BJP MP CR
Chaudhary.
Beniwal’s entry into the NDA
fold has given a strong Jat leader
to the BJP which had no Jat face
in the Marwar and Shekhawati
belt. Jats have a strong presence
on parliamentary seats such as
Nagaur,Jodhpur,Barmer,Bika-

ner, Sikar, Jhunjhunu, Pali,
AjmerandJaipurRural.TheBJP
hopes that Beniwal’s entry will
help it retain Nagaur, Jodhpur,
Barmer,BIkanerandSikarseats.
Rajasthan election in-charge
Prakash Javadekar welcomed
RLP into the NDA fold. “We are
happy the RLP is with us and we
will work together...”
Justifying the allaince, Beniwal said he took the decision in
national interest. “National
interest is our topmost priority.
Given the circumstances in the
country after the Pulwama
attacks, the youth were putting
pressure on us to ally with the
BJP.”

the army. “The BJP should stop
mentioning the Indian Army.
They are using the army as their
private army for the publicity of
their prachaar mantri (prime
minister),”Congress spokesperson Dwijendra Tripathi said.
The Congress will file a complaint with the EC, he added.
The poll watchdog issued a
show-causenoticetoAdityanath
for his ‘Modi ji ki sena’ remark
madeduringapollrallyatGhaziabad earlier this week. The EC
hasaskedhimtoreplybyApril5.
Adityanath, whileaddressing
election meetings in Ghaziabad
and Greater Noida on Sunday,
had said: “Congress ke log aatankwadiyon ko biryani khilate
the aur Modiji ki sena aatankwadiyonkogoliaurgola detihai.
(Congress leaders would feed
biryani to terrorists, while
Modi’s army gives them bullets
and bombs). This is the difference.TheCongresspeopleuse‘ji’
to refer to (JeM chief) Masood
Azhar to encourage terrorism.”
(With PTI inputs)

n

NEWDELHI: Unionministerofstate
for external affairs General
(Retired) VK Singh triggered a
controversyonThursdayafterhe
purportedly told a television
channel that anyone who called
the Indian Army the army of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was not only wrong, but also a
traitor — a statement he later
denied.
Talking to BBC Hindi, Singh
allegedly said, “If someone says
that the Indian Army is Modi’s
army, then he is not only wrong
but also a traitor to the country.
India’sArmybelongstothecountry,itdoesnotbelongtoapolitical
party.”
Singh’sstatementcomesinthe

The UPA [United Progressive Alliance] failed to normalise parts of
Tripura, Meghalaya and Arunachal, we normalised them. It’s only
then that we withdrew AFSPA. Is
the situation in Kashmir comparable? When a terrorist is killed or
arrested and his family asks for
prosecution of the officer, don’t say
that you killed an innocent man.
Today there are 1,799 complaints in
the past several years. If you accept
the Congress manifesto, you will
have 20,000 officers not defending
the country but facing trials .

The Congress talks about repealing the
sedition act. What is your view?
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi, Narsimha Rao and
Manmohan Singh were also wise
people - they wouldn’t have gone to
the JNU’s [Jawaharlal Nehru University] tukde-tukde function. Why
did they not repeal Section 124A?
You have people openly talking
about secession of India. And what
signal do you want to send by saying
that it should be repealed. Chidambaram argues prosecute them
under the Unlawful Activities Act that’s the catch. Whenever he says
something, look at the detail, the
devil is always there. The Act to all
these offences now applies the CrPC
[Code of Criminal Procedure]. The
Congress says the CrPC will now
make bail the rule and jail the
exception. That’s where he’s going.
The Act doesn’t have the provisions
of the earlier anti-terrorist laws.

On NITI Aayog, Rahul Gandhi has said it
should be scrapped.
According to me, it is too late to go
back to the regulatory days. The
Planning Commission was born out
of the regulatory mindset. It should
have disappeared two decades ago.

Uttarakhand

Nainital
Uttarakhand

Kashipur
Uttarakhand

Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh

Cooch Behar
West Bengal

Tirupati
Andhra Pradesh

YOGI ADITYANATH ,
Uttar Pradesh chief minister in Uttarakhand

›

If he (Modi) is re-elected, it will be a
disaster for the country… he will
throw away Constitution... and
change this country from a
democracy to a totalitarian regime....
MAMATA BANERJEE ,
West Bengal chief minister in Cooch Behar

Hundreds of women carry out a march from Mandi House to Janpath in New Delhi on Thursday to
protest, what they called, ‘repressive’ policies of BJP government at the Centre and urge voters to
‘reject the current environment of hate and violence...’. Similar marches were held across 20 states
of the country under the banner of ‘Women March 4 Change’.
BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO

pollbriefs
EC orders legal action
against Prakash Ambedkar

Discontent in Bengal Cong
over ticket to ex-CPI(M) MP

Arunachal Cong manifesto
promises incentive for youth

EC seeks details from DD on
‘Main Bhi Chowkidar’ event

SILIGURI:Two leaders of the Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha were Thursday
detained from the Bagdogra airport
in West Bengal. The development
comes on the same day GJM leader
Bimal Gurung and his associates
were supposed to arrive in the state
after the Supreme Court allowed
him to approach the high court to
seek anticipatory bail in connection
with various criminal cases registered against them. Those arrested
have been identified as Rohan Rai
and Yogendra Pradhan.

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday said it has
asked the Maharashtra Chief
Electoral Officer to register a case
against Bharipa Bahujan Mahasangh (BBM) chief Prakash Ambedkar for threatening to “throw the
EC into jail” for banning any
reference to the Pulwama terror
attack during the Lok Sabha
elections. Deputy election commissioner Chandra Bhushan Kumar
said, “This is an instance of clear-cut
violation of our instructions...”

KOLKATA :Discontent is growing
among some West Bengal Pradesh
Congress Committee workers over
the party’s decision to field former
Communist Party of India (Marxist)
MP, Lakshman Seth, who is a prime
accused in the 2007 Nandigram
violence. Seth has been given the
ticket to contest from Tamluk.
Reacting to Seth’s entry, Congress
leader Abdul Mannan said, “I
intimated my party high command
about my objection... But my
arguments were ignored.”

ITANAGAR: The Congress in Arunachal
Pradesh released its manifesto on
Thursday, promising inclusive growth
and development besides special
incentives to unemployed educated
youths. The manifesto pledges to
provide employment assurance
allowances for graduates to the tune
of ~5,000 per month to be routed
through district employment exchanges. The party also promised to
implement schemes for capacity
building, vocational training, grants
and allowances to unemployed youth.

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday said it had
sought specific details from
government-run Doordarshan (DD)
News as it was looking into a
complaint, which alleged that the
channel was used as a tool to
promote and advertise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s “Main Bhi
Chowkidar” event. Deputy Election
Commissioner Sandeep Saxena
said: “We have asked them (DD) as
to how are you allocating time for
various political parties’ coverage...”

The original system was 100% cash,
100 % non-transparency. Who’s the
donor is not known, who brings it is
not known, how much is pilfered is
not known, how is it spent is not
known. This merrily went on for
50-60 years. And all black money.
Today we have said people can, by
cheques or electoral bonds, get a tax
rebate. Cheques you can pay
directly or you can pay an electoral
trust to mask your identity and the
trust will distribute to whichever
political party.
Who brought the electoral
trusts? Mr Pranab Mukherjee in his
budget. So masking the identity was
the idea of the Manmohan Singh
government. Otherwise people
would say my identity as a donour is
disclosed, I go back to cash. We have
now added electoral bonds , what
does that involve — payment by
cheque, disclosure to the State
Bank of India, disclosure in your
own balance sheet. Bonds go to the
political parties and get exhausted
in 15 days.
The political party must have a
single declared account which the
EC [election commission] monitors
and must file annual election
returns to the commission – it’s
100% white money and improved
transparency.
The only area where transparency is not there is how the buyer of
the bonds distributes them or give
them to a political party.
The political groups that are criticising it are the ones which prefer
cash over declared money. The
NGOs that are campaigning are
well-meaning but they never have a
solution for anything. They have a
problem for every solution. They
never suggest a solution.

›

People are unable
to imagine that
desh droh (sedition)
charges could be
dropped altogether and
a desh drohi (traitor) will
not face any charges.
RAJNATH SINGH, Union home
minister in Lucknow

›

Throw out both BJP
and Congress, as
they have failed to
protect the interests of
SCs, STs and other
weaker sections in the
last 70 years
MAYAWATI, BSP chief in Tirupati

PM to get UAE’s top civilian
award for big boost to ties
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:

Two GJM leaders detained
from Bagdogra airport

There is opposition to electoral bonds
from other parties…

›

By saying that it would revoke the antisedition law and review (AFSPA), Cong
has made its intentions clear. It wants to
give anti-nationals, separatists free run..

CLARION CALL FOR ‘CHANGE’

n

I have a suggested a council-like
structure for agriculture, rural
development and health care. And I
am glad that my idea finds a mention in the Congress manifesto.

Rajnath Singh
Yogi Adityanath
Mayawati
Mamata Banerje

Roorkee

wake of the Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath’s
remark during a rally on April 1.
“TheCongressgovernmentused
to serve biryani to terrorists and
Modi ji’s army sends bullets and
bombs their way,” Adityanath
had said. The Election Commission of India on Wednesday
issued a notice to Adityanath for
this remark. Later, Singh
slammedtheBBC,invoking,once
again, the “presstitute” word.
“BBChas donethe samething
for which I had used the presstituteword.Ihavearecordofwhat
I said. Either the reporter was
sleeping or he deliberately cut
and pasted things to make a
wrong statement,” he tweeted,
asking how much money was
given for this distortion of his
comment.

letters@hindustantimes.com

Former home and finance minister P
Chidambaram has talked about AFSPA
[Armed Forces Special Powers Act]
and questioned you on it.

For cooperative federalism, GST Council is taking care taxation only. Is there
any mechanism for healthier Centre
and State relations on all matters?

RALLY ROUND-UP

‘Traitor’ remark
falsified: VK Singh
HT Correspondent

Indian independent Act, India will
lose its independence because the
document through which you got it
has vanished. So you’ll be back to
August 14, 1947.

The United Arab
Emirates announced on Thursdayitwillawarditshighestcivilian honour to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his “pivotal
role” in boosting the strategic
relationship between the two
countries.
UAEPresidentSheikhKhalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan made the
announcement about the Zayed
Medal, the highest decoration
awardedtokings,presidentsand
heads of states, being given to
Modi.
“We have historical and comprehensive strategic ties with
India, reinforced by the pivotal
role of my dear friend, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
gave these relations a big boost.

n

Narendra Modi

In appreciation of his efforts, the
UAE President grants him the
Zayed Medal,” Crown Prince
Mohamed Bin Zayed tweeted.
Tweeting his response to the
Crown Prince, Modi said he
accepted the honour “with
utmost humility”. He added,
“Under your visionary leadership, our strategic ties have
reachednewheights.Thisfriendship is contributing to the peace
and prosperity of our people and
planet.”

Modi is likely to make a brief
visit to the UAE on April 20 to
receive the award and join the
foundation stone laying ceremonyofBAPSHinduMandir,the
first temple in the West Asian
country, people familiar with
developments said. The trip, if it
goes through, will be PM Modi’s
last foreign visit in the current
term and is expected to be hourslong, they added.
There was no official word on
the visit.Asked about the matter
at a regular news briefing, external affairs ministry spokespersonRaveeshKumarsaid:“Asand
whenthenextvisitisplanned,we
will share the details with you as
per the established norms.”
India, he said, has a strategic
partnership with the UAE that
has been strengthened in recent
years.
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The tropical prison in Mexico that
inmates don’t want to leave

Girl raped in Doon
school where boy
was killed: SCPCR

Advani breaks silence: BJP
opponents not anti-national

Agence France-Presse

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLA MARÍA MADRE (MEXICO): More
than a century after Mexico
established a prison on the Maria
Islands — a Pacific archipelago
eight hours by boat from the
mainland — the country’s new
government has decided to close
it. But some prisoners didn’t want
to leave the tropical jail.
The inmates and guards on the
islands — the Islas Marias, as
they are known in Spanish —
stayed put even when powerful
Hurricane Willa swept over them
in October 2018.But they could do
nothing to withstand the force of
nature that is Mexican politics.
In February, newly installed
leftist president Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador decided to close
the prison, saying the islands —
known for their beauty and biodiversity — should not be a testament to “punishment, torture
and repression.”
The jail, established in 1905,
will now become the Jose Revueltas cultural centre, named for a
Mexican writer and political
activist who was imprisoned here
twice in the 1930s.

MOST PRISONERS LIVED
IN SEMI-CAPTIVITY ON
THE ISLAND, FREE TO
ROAM ABOUT; SOME
EVEN LIVED WITH
THEIR FAMILIES
Situated on Isla Maria Madre,
the largest island in the archipelago, the prison has held around
64,000 inmates throughout its history. Last month, the last 584 of
them were sent to the mainland.
Low-risk inmates who were close
to finishing their sentences were
freed. The rest were sent to
another prison in the arid state of
Coahuila. The change was not
necessarily welcome.
Most prisoners lived in semicaptivity on the island, free to
roam about in the balmy weather
beneath its tropical palm trees.
Some even lived with their families. “It’s a drastic change for
some of them. Here, they were
used to living in semi-captivity,”
said prison guard Jose Becerra
when AFP visited the island.
“They were calmly serving their
time, living happily with their

families. They were definitely sad
to leave.”
Isla Maria Madre sits 130 km
off the mainland, a far-flung
island surrounded by calm, turquoise waters and inhabited by
pelicans, parrots and iguanas.
The prison consists of a series
of cement houses where low-risk
inmates lived, eight to a house,
with cement beds and door-less
bathrooms. Outside, they had
access to an open-air gym, a garden, a woodworking shop and
music classes.
The maximum-security building has more traditional cells,
with steel bars, two beds per cell,
a toilet and a small space to sit. It
held 137 inmates before it closed -around one-fourth its capacity.
Today, the prison looks almost
like a ghost town, its streets
empty except for the occasional
golf cart driven by the remaining
guards. The guards continue raising and lowering the Mexican flag
over the prison each day, but
have little to do in between.
“It’s not easy to give up living
in paradise. It’s always hard to
reintegrate into society,” said
Ricardo Ramirez, head of the civil
protection service for the islands.

In 2010, UNESCO declared the
islands a biosphere reserve, the
UN agency’s designation for specially protected, biodiverse
regions.
The rich array of wildlife on
and around the islands includes
their famous sharks — the main
impediment facing would-be fugitives. Few prisoners attempted to
escape over the years. The ones
who did often ended up roaming
the island hunting small animals
for food, until they’re captured.
“The houses don’t have bars.
They were allowed to walk
around during authorised hours,
go for a run, play basketball or
football, watch TV, come to the
workshop,” said Gregorio Lopez,
security chief for one of the
prison’s sectors.
Not all considered it a tropical
paradise, though. In 2013, around
650 prisoners rioted, demanding
better food and medical treatment. Around 30 people were
wounded. Once a week, a boat ferries guards and supplies to the
port of Mazatlan on the mainland,
a trip that takes seven to 12 hours.
Soon it will ferry the last guards
back to shore, and the Maria
Islands will begin a new chapter.

n
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DEHRADUN: A Class 7 girl was
raped in 2012 in a Dehradun
school where a 12-year-old boy
was beaten to death allegedly by
his seniors last month, alleged
Usha Negi, the chairperson of
the State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(SCPCR).
Negi told reporters on Thursday that the girl’s rape was
hushed up by the school authorities. School officials could not
be contacted for comments.
“We have learnt that a girl
studying in Class 7 in 2012 was
also raped by school staff, but
nothing happened in that case,”
said Negi.
The SCPCR chairperson also
alleged that a boy from the same
school went missing in 2017
from a school trip to Narendra
Nagar in Tehri Garhwal district
and the boy has not been traced
till now.
Negi also questioned the
probe into the death of the
12-year-old boy in March, and
demanded a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe.

n

›

Right from its
inception, the BJP has
never regarded those who
disagree with us politically
as our ‘enemies’, but only as
our adversaries

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Veteran Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader LK
Advani said in a blog post titled
“Nation First, Party Next, Self
Last” on Thursday that the BJP
had “never regarded those who
disagree with us politically as
our enemies, but only as our
adversaries” and that the BJP’s
conception of Indian nationalism never regarded those who
disagreed with it politically as
“anti-national”.
Advani, 91, who was denied a
ticket from Gandhinagar for the
2019 Lok Sabha elections,
expressed “sincere gratitude” to
the people of the city, from where
he has been elected six times
since 1991.
“The essence of Indian democracy is respect for diversity and
freedom of expression... The
party has been committed to
freedom of choice of every citizen at personal as well as political level,” he said.
Democracy, both within and
outside the party, was an important hallmark of the BJP, he
added.

LK ADVANI, BJP leader

Advani’s comments come in
the backdrop of a raging debate
on nationalism with the Opposition repeatedly accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s top
brass of using national security
to seek votes and for not giving
space for dissent.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who tweeted Advani’s
blog, said that he had perfectly
summed up the true essence of
the party. “Advani Ji perfectly
sums up the true essence of BJP,
most notably the guiding Mantra
of ‘Nation First, Party Next, Self
Last.’ Proud to be a BJP Karyakarta and proud that greats like
LK Advani Ji have strengthened,” Modi tweeted.
The omissions so far from the

Lok Sabha list of Advani and
another veteran BJP leader,
Murli Manohar Joshi, 85, have
been attributed to the party’s
policy of not fielding leaders over
75 years of age for the elections.
A part of the BJP’s margdarshak mandal, former deputy
prime minister Advani added:
“The BJP has always been in the
forefront of demanding protection of independence, integrity,
fairness and robustness of all our
democratic institutions, including the media. Electoral reforms,
with special focus on transparency in political and electoral
funding, which is so essential for
a corruption-free polity, has
been another priority for our
Party.”

INDIA IS ONE OF Pak forces incoming SpiceJet
HIGHEST TAXING cargo plane from Sharjah to leave
NATIONS: TRUMP
Faizan Haidar

HT Correspondent
n

n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com
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NEW DELHI: Pakistani authorities
WASHINGTON: US President

Donald Trump has called India
“one of the highest taxing
nations in the world”, repeating
an outdated and misleading
claim that India continues to
levy a steep 100% tariff on highend Harley-Davidson motorcycles imported from that country.
“They charge us 100% tariffs
on goods. So they send a motorcycle — and they make a lot of
them — Indian cycles,” Trump
said at the annual spring dinner
of the National Republican Congressional Committee on Tuesday.
He continued: “They send
them to our country, we charge
them nothing. We send a Harley-Davidson to India and they
charge us 100%. Not fair, okay.
Not reciprocal. It’s not fair.”
President Trump has raised
the issues of tariff barriers
many times before, and once
called India the “tariff king”. He
has also threatened to retaliate
with reciprocal taxes.
Talks are on to resolve these
and other outstanding trade differences, but President Trump
has continued to put pressure
through these public pronouncements.
wwBut his claims about
Indian import duty on HarleyDavidson motorcycles are both
outdated and misleading. India
had a prohibitively high import
duty on these vehicles. But it
has been brought down to 50%,
since Trump started complaining about it.

forced a SpiceJet cargo plane on
its way from Sharjah in the
United Arab Emirates to
Afghanistan’s Kabul to turn
back after it entered Pakistan’s
airspace on Wednesday, two officials familiar with the matter
said.
Islamabad opened its airspace
in phases in March after closing
it following the Indian airstrike
on a terror camp in Pakistan on
February 26. Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
officials said the Pakistani airspace is closed for flights originating from India. The pilot must
have thought that the flight can
enter the Pakistani airspace as it
was neither destined to nor coming from India, they added.
“It was a Boeing 737 cargo
plane with registration number
VT- SFB. SpiceJet launched
cargo flights from January and it

has been going to Afghanistan
and Hong Kong regularly. The
pilot has submitted the information to the DGCA and once he
returns, we might ask for more
details,” a DGCA official said on
condition of anonymity.
India carried out the airstrike
in Balakot after Pakistan-based
Jasih-e-Mohammad claimed
responsibility for the February
14 attack on a paramilitary convoy that left 40 security personnel dead in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Pakistan retaliated on February 27,
downed a fighter jet and captured Indian Air Force (IAF)
pilot Abhinandan Varthaman
before releasing him two days
later.
Air India, for instance, has
been spending about ~15 lakh

extra per flight to the US and
Europe due to extra flying time
because of the Pakistan airspace
closure, as the tensions have
continued between New Delhi
and Islamabad with frequent
cross-border firing since the air
strike.
Repeated text messages and
calls to DGCA chief BS Bhullar
and SpiceJet about Pakistan’s
refusal to let the cargo plane use
its airspace remained unanswered.
Another DGCA official said
the SpiceJet plane was sent back
as it was an Indian registered aircraft. “Pakistan has never specified that it has closed airspace for
Indian registered aircraft no
matter from where they are coming. If this is official, we will issue
an advisory for Indian carriers.

VEHICLE FOR SALE
Three Wheeler Make Bajaj,
Model 2006, Diesel having
reserved price of Rs. 12500/is for sale through open auction
on 'as is where is' basis. For
detailed description of auction,
visit
office
website
pbadvocategeneral.gov.in
Sd/(Shashi Bhushan Goel)
Assistant Registrar cum
Head of Office
D-4727
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A stimulus for
the economy

A-SAT test: A timely and bold step
While it was not directed against any nation, the
test restores the India-China strategic balance

It is hard to tell right now how
effective the rate cut will be

T

KANWAL
SIBAL

he Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made a decision
on expected lines by reducing the policy rate by
25 basis points to 6%. One basis point is one hundredth of a percentage point. The majority of
economists had expected this to happen in polls

conducted by Reuters and Bloomberg.
Yesterday’s cut is also the first consec-

ourtake

utive reduction in policy rates — the
MPC had reduced policy rate by 25 basis points in its February
meeting as well — after the MPC framework came into place. In
nominal terms, 6% is the lowest policy rate under the present
government. To be sure, the period from August 2017 to May
2018 also had a 6% policy rate. However, real interest rates
(nominal rates adjusted for inflation) were much lower during
that period. With inflation declining in the recent period, real
interest rates have steadily gone up. The increase in real interest rates has come at a time when the Indian economy has been
losing its growth momentum.
Yesterday’s Monetary Policy Statement categorically high-

T

heNarendraModigovernment’s
decisiontoconductaliveanti-satellite (A-SAT) test was bold and
timely.Boldbecausethepolitical
leadershipovercamepasthesitationsandauthorisedthe Defence
Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) to conduct it. While the decision was
not in defiance of an established discriminatoryinternationalregimethatcircumscribed
Indiastrategicallyaswasthedecisionin1998
togonuclear,takingastepthatcouldfeedinto
international concerns about militarisation
ofouterspacerequiredcarefulconsideration.
One such consideration would have been
theadverseinternationalreactiontoChina’s
A-SATtestin2007conductedataheightof865
kilometres that produced substantial space
debris, which interferes with existing and
future space activities and therefore raises
international concerns. We have acted more
responsiblybyconductingourtestataheight
of300kilometrestoensurethatthedebrisgenerated will fall earthwards within weeks.
Most significantly, international reaction to
our test (barring Pakistan’s) has not been
adverseincludingUSpoliticalreaction.More
than NASA’s debris-related technical con-

cernsasaspaceorganisationwhichhavebeen
credibly refuted by our space scientists, it is
the American government’s reaction that
matters. We rightly preferred a kinetic kill
insteadof“fly-bytests”andjammingtoprove
the precision of our capability and exclude
any ambiguity.
Ourtestwastimely.Unlikeournucleartests,
the international environment for us to take
strategic steps to protect our security is more
favourable,particularlybecauseofincreased
strategicunderstandingswiththeUS.Whilewe
haverightlysaidthatourtestwasnotdirected
againstanycountry,inrealityjustaswedevelopednuclearweaponcapabilitytoprincipally
deter China, the A-SAT capability also
redressestheIndia-Chinastrategicbalance.
China’sstrategicantagonismtowardsusis
demonstrated by its coverto Pakistan on our
coreissueofterrorismbypreventingMasood
Azhar’s designation as a terrorist by the
UnitedNationsSecurityCouncil(UNSC)1267
Committee.ChinaisdisdainfulofIndia’sreaction to this and to its opposition to India’s
NuclearSuppliersGroup(NSG)membership.
It remains unwilling to treat India as a politicalequal.Chinaisalsohighlyactivediplomatically to thwart India’s moves to finally initiate text-based negotiations in the United
NationsGeneralAssemblyonSecurityCouncilexpansion.China’sbullyingtacticsagainst
weaker countries as well as global concerns
about its threatening cyber capabilities
requirethedevelopmentofcountersbyIndia.
China is bristling at the US move to raise
the Masood Azhar issue in the UNSC as its

lights this fact. Not only has the growth rate gone down in the
last three quarters, high frequency indicators such as car sales

n

By conducting the A-SAT test, India
has avoided repeating the folly of not
conducting a nuclear test in time

PTI

duplicitouspositionwillbepubliclyexposed.
China’s apologists in India, who make the
bizarre argument that on this, as well as that
of line of actual control (LAC) clarification
andNSGmembership,Indiashouldnothave
made a public push because these issues are
not intrinsically important enough to turn
them into a litmus test of our ties with China
mayhavereasontobeunhappybecauseIndia
hasnotprevailedupontheUS,Franceandthe
UK to desist from a move that would make us
lose China’s goodwill unnecessarily.
If China takes an adverse position on PakistanisponsoredterrorismagainstIndia(itdid
not even condemn the 2008 Mumbai attacks),
veto our NSG membership on specious
grounds,reverseitspositiononLACclarificationafteragreementin1996,whatshouldbethe
litmustestthen?TheSpecialRepresentatives

mechanismhasproducednoresultdespitethe
confidentiality of discussions. The Chinese
lobby in India, always ready to assume guilt
towardsChina,goesasfarastoarguethatthe
US-India nuclear deal provoked a natural
rebalancingbyChinatowardsPakistan.How
the2013BeltandRoadInitiativeandtheChinaPakistan Economic Corridor are a consequence of the India-US nuclear deal and have
nothing to do with China’s grand geopolitical
SilkRoadstrategiesspanningtheglobeasapart
of its declared ambition to be at the centre of
internationalgovernanceby2049isdifficultto
comprehend. According to the “tributary
thinking” of this lobby, India should defer to
Chinese sensitivities and pursue its interests
onlytothepointthatChinaisnotupset.
Finally,theA-SATtestwastimelybecause
negotiationsonPreventionofanArmsRacein
Outer Space (PAROS), a treaty to prevent an
arms race in outer space, though stalled
becauseofdifferencesbetweentheUS,Russia
and China, could eventually get concluded.
A-SATtechnologyisalsocloselylinkedtoAntiBallistic Missile (ABM) technology, which
makes PAROS negotiations more complex in
security terms. India has work ahead to do in
developingnon-kineticASATtechnologiesthat
Chinatooispursuing,aswellasABMtechnologies. By conducting the A-SAT test, India has
avoidedrepeatingthefollyofnotconductinga
nuclear weapon test in time to ensure that its
nuclear weapon status was recognised under
theTreatyontheNon-ProliferationofNuclear
Weapons. Asagainstthislargercanvas,thefact
that the A-SAT test came when general elections are due, and could possibly give some
advantagetotherulingparty,shouldbeofsecondaryimportance.
Kanwal Sibal is former foreign secretary
The views expressed are personal

It’s election time in
Israel and no one’s
talking about peace

C L I M AT E C R I S I S

and Index of Industrial Production growth have also been coming down. The statement has also factored in the possibility of
an adverse monsoon with the strengthening of El Nino conditions. It also notes that despite the favourable movement in
Gross Fixed Capital Formation figures, private investment continues to be sluggish. It is clear that the rate cut is aimed at providing some sort of a stimulus to economic activity. Whether or
how effective it will be in achieving this objective is a question
which cannot be answered right now. It also remains to be seen
the future. The MPC has retained its neutral stance by a major-

The campaign reflects a deepening mood among the
Israelis that a deal with the Palestinians is impossible

ity to five against one.

AMYTEIBEL

whether the central bank will continue to cut interest rates in

The next meeting of the MPC is scheduled in the first week
of June. India will have a newly-elected government in place by
then. We will also have a better idea about the monsoon’s performance. It will be interesting to see whether economic players respond to the RBI’s rate cuts immediately or whether they

§

want to hedge for clarity about election results and rainfall.

It’scriticaltoinvestin
waterinfrastructure

BLOOMBERG OPINION
n

In August 2018, severe floods affected Kerala due to high rainfall during the monsoon
AMAL KS/HTPHOTO
season. It was the worst flood in the state in nearly a century

Is climate change fuelling
political conflicts globally?
The latest WMO report and research papers have said so,
but nations are yet to give the linkage its due importance
KUMKUM
DASGUPTA

Healthcentresminuswatermayspur
superbugs,saysUN. Indiamust takenote

A

quarter of the world’s health facilities lack basic water
services, affecting two billion people, the United
Nations said on Wednesday, warning that unhygienic

conditions could fuel the global rise of deadly superbugs, a
strain of bacteria that has become resistant to antibiotic drugs.
In the poorest countries, about half the facilities do not have
basic water services, meaning water delivered by pipes or boreholes that protect it from faeces. This puts birthing mothers and
newborns in particular danger. It would not be wrong to say
that a health care facility without water is not a real health care
facility at all. This is because sick people shed a lot more pathogens in their faeces, and, without toilets, staff and patients —
this includes mothers and babies — are at much greater risk of
diseases caused and spread through human waste, say experts.
While the report does not mention India separately, the
warning is very much for the country as it is for other parts of
the developing world. India’s problem is two-pronged. One, its
public health system is in a shambles with infrastructure and
hygiene challenges. According to WaterAid India, one in five
newborn deaths in the country can be prevented by ensuring
access to clean water and by providing a clean birthing environment. Second, more than 163 million people in India do not
have access to clean water. That is the highest in the world. So
the people are not just at risk when they are at the public health
facilities but also outside them.
In the past five years, the Centre has focused hugely on
building toilets, but failed to invest equally in providing water
connections. This discrepancy must be fixed soon. Otherwise,
the long-term impact of the other investment (sanitation) will
not have the desired result.

L

ast week, the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), the United
Nation’s weather agency,released its
annualreport, State of the Global Climate in 2018. It is alarming. The earth, the
reportsaid,isnearly1degreeCelsiuswarmer
than it was when the industrial age started,
and extreme weather events hit 62 million
people worldwide and forced two million to
relocateastheclimatecrisisworsenedin2018.
The media reportage on the WMO study has
been quite extensive. Yet, there is one aspect
that needs more intensive coverage. That is
the “clear link”, as the study puts it, now
emergingbetweenclimatechangeandsocial
instability.
A broad range of work has established the
link between climate change and migration.
Forinstance,IndianInstituteofManagement
Ahmedabad’s faculty member Chinmay
Tumbe’s new book, India Moving: A History
of Migration, has a great deal to say on how
environmentaldegradation/climatechangeinduced migration (due to its impact on agriculture, weather events, groundwater sources or rising sea levels) could lead to more
Bangladeshis migrating to India. But
research on climate-induced conflict and
migration is still a work in progress.
There are two recent studies that throw
light on the climate-social instability-migrationchallenge.OneisastudybytheSchoolof
International Development, University of
EastAnglia,UK,Climate,ConflictandForced
Migration.Accordingtotheresearchers,this
is one of the first studies that has now established a link between severe droughts (made
morelikelybyglobalwarming)andconflictin
ArabSpringcountriesearlythisdecade,forcing people to flee.
The study, published in Global Environmental Change in January, used data from
asylum applications in 157 countries from
2006-2015, together with an index that measuresdroughts,aswellasfigurestrackingbattle-related deaths, to establish a particular
correlationbetweenclimatestressesandconflict in parts of West Asia and North Africa

from 2010–2012, when many countries were
undergoingapoliticaltransformationduring
the Arab Spring uprisings. These countries
included Tunisia, Libya, Yemen, and Syria.
Take the instance of Syria. The UK study
found that long-runningdroughts and water
shortagescaused by climate change resulted
in repeated crop failures, forcing rural families to move to urban areas. This, in turn, led
toovercrowding,unemploymentandpolitical
unrest,andthenthecivilwar.Theyalsoestablished a climatic link with conflicts that triggered migration in sub-Saharan Africa over
the same three years, but not during other
time periods. “[This is because] climate
changewillnotcauseconflictandsubsequent
asylum-seeking flows everywhere. But in a
context of poor governance and a medium
levelofdemocracy,severeclimateconditions
can create conflict over scarce resources,”
co-author, Jesus Crespo Cuaresma, of the
Vienna University of Economics and Business told Thomson Reuters Foundation.
The second report is a 2018 study, Climate
Change and Violent Conflict: Sparse Evidence from South Asia and Southeast Asia,
by the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI). The study said
that as the effects of climate change on livelihoods become more pronounced, especially
forpeopleinvolvedinagricultureandfishing
in South and South-East Asia, support for
rebel groups, and the Maoist movement in
India,islikelytoshootup.Theirfindingsfrom
Indiashowthatrebelgroupsandgovernment
forces both find recruitment easier when
drought is around the corner.
The authors of the report, Pernilla
Nordqvist and Florian Krampe, found that
Maoists could use climate-related events to
gain power in an ongoing conflict, and rebel
groups more generally could increase their
use of violence against civilians to ensure
theirgroup’sfoodsecurity.Italsoaddsthatas
climatechangepushesupmigration,itintroduces the possibility of riots in urban areas
over resources.
To date, there is probably not much scientific evidence on it for national governments
to put this at the top of their policy priorities
list. But with climatechangebecoming more
andmorepronouncedwitheverypassingseason, there is an urgent need to invest in
researchonclimate-relatedviolencebecause
the challenge could be much, much graver
than we think.
n

kumkum.dasgupta@htlive.com
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ot long ago it was the defining
issue in Israeli elections. Today,
even with United States’s President Donald Trump’s “deal of the
century” hovering in the background, Israeli-Palestinian peace barely registers on
the campaign radar.
Their century-long struggle has been set
aside by parties as they raucously debate
corruption in high office and the divisiveness that’s beset Israeli society ahead of an
April 9 vote that will either re-elect Benjamin Netanyahu’s nationalist alliance or
put in power a centrist challenger. It
reflects a deepening mood among Israelis
that a deal is impossible, five years after the
last round of United States-sponsored
peace talks broke down over Israeli settlement construction and the Palestinian
Authority’s attempted rapprochement
with Hamas, which is considered a terrorist group in the United States and Europe.
Netanyahu, in power for the past decade,
has repeatedly stated Israel has no peace
partner. His main opponent, former military chief Benny Gantz, has also questioned whether a deal can be reached at this
time.
“Most Israelis feel that the conflict is
kind of stuck,” said professor Joshua Teitelbaum of the department of Middle Eastern Studies at Bar-Ilan University. “The
Palestinians are not willing to make concessions Israel would accept and Israeli
leaders aren’t willing to make concessions
that the Palestinians would accept.”
Ignoring the stalemate comes with its
own perils as decades of frustration and
despair fester in lands Israel occupied in
the 1967 Middle East war. Two prospects
are especially unappealing to Israelis: a
resurgence of violence along existing fault
lines, or a push for minority Israeli rule
over a disenfranchised Palestinian majority in a single state.
Amid the impasse, the idea of annexing
parts of the West Bank that are mostly
home to Jewish settlements has gained
wider acceptance among voters. They’ve
welcomed Trump’s recognition of Israeli
sovereignty over Jerusalem — part of
which Palestinians want as the capital of a
future state — and the Golan Heights, captured from Syria.
Israel’s peace camp, already on shaky
ground after the suicide bombings that followed the 1993 peace accord, fell apart
seven years later with the Palestinian
uprising that followed the collapse of

AMONG ISRAELIS, SUPPORT FOR
A TWO-STATE SOLUTION HAS
PLUNGED. FORTY-TWO PER CENT
OF THOSE QUESTIONED FOR A
RECENT POLL ENDORSED
ANNEXING AT LEAST PART
OF THE WEST BANK

United States-brokered talks. While there
have been repeated conflicts with militants
in Gaza, the absence of major, sustained
fighting in the past few years has damped
any urgency to settle things.
Palestinians, left stateless by Israel’s
creation in 1948, say the proposed peace
deals didn’t offer enough on West Bank borders, sovereignty, Jerusalem, and the fate
of refugees who fled or were expelled from
their homes, to achieve a viable state.
Israel continues to control the West
Bank and build Jewish settlements on land
the Palestinians want for their own state.
Palestinians say they won’t resume peace
negotiations while construction continues
and broke off contact with the Trump
administration after its recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.
They’re divided, with the West Bankbased Palestinian Authority seeking to
weaken Hamas rule in Gaza. And their
cause is no longer at the top of the Arab
agenda as wars have devastated countries
in the region and influential Gulf states
draw closer to Israel to confront another
rival, Iran. Among Israelis, support for a
two-State solution has plunged. Forty-two
percent of those questioned for a recent poll
endorsed annexing at least part of the West
Bank, including some self-identified Leftists who believe in a two-state solution.
Only 34% favoured the establishment of a
Palestinian State.
Palestinian backing for two states is
higher, with 48% in favour and 50% opposing, according to a March poll by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey
Research in Ramallah.
“If we look at Israeli and Palestinian
public opinion today, we see a significant
hardening of attitudes,” said Khalil Shikaki, director of the center. “At least a third
of those who supported compromise” to
end the conflict “are no longer there.” It’s
unclear whether Trump’s peace plan,
expected to emerge after the Israeli vote,
will provide for a two-state solution. The
Palestinians have already pledged to reject
any proposal from Trump, deeming his
administration biased toward Israel. Since
Trump took office, he’s walked back the US
commitment to Palestinian statehood,
closed the Palestine Liberation Organization’s diplomatic mission in Washington,
and stopped funding the UN agency that
serves Palestinian refugees.
Trump also cut US. funding for the Palestinian Authority over its insistence on paying stipends to militants who attacked Israelis, or their families.
“The sense is that there isn’t an imminent solution, no matter whether you’re on
the right or the left,” said Ephraim Kam,
senior research fellow at the Institute for
National Security Studies in Tel Aviv.
“When there is no clear-cut solution, it
won’t be an election issue.” The campaign
slogans show a national mood of defiance
rather than conciliation. Netanyahu’s
Likud: “Strong. Right-Wing.” The Yisrael
Beiteinu party, whose leader precipitated
the election: “Won’t be cowed by Hamas.”
The views expressed are personal
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STATE OF PLAY : TAMILNADU

The battle for India is a battle for the states, each with its unique political history and complexity.

13
>

We look at what’s at stake, and in store, in battleground states across the country

An unpredictable battle of jumbo alliances
UNCERTAINTY After almost 50 years, Tamil Nadu will
see an election without Karunanidhi or Jayalalithaa; their
parties have stitched up coalitions but in a state marred by
instability for 2 years, the results are difficult to predict

Taking stock
TAMIL NADU
N

39 seats

MC Rajan and M Manikandan
n

lettersd@hindustantimes.com
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Tamil Nadu meant one thing: a clash of
the titans. On one side was playwrightturned-politician M Karunanidhi, who
helmed the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and became chief minister
fivetimes.And,ontheotherwasJJayalalithaa, an actor who rose through the
ranksoftheAllIndiaAnnaDravidaMunnetraKazhagam(AIADMK) toclaim the
chief minister’s chair five times.
But the 2019 general election will play
out without either of these two political
giants – Karunanidhi died last year and
Jayalalithaapassedawayin2016--forthe
first time in generations. Instead, it will
beanunpredictableelectionbetweentwo
jumboalliances, oneledby theDMKand
the other by the AIADMK.
In the last election in 2014, the
AIADMK swept the polls on the back of
Jayalalithaa’s popularity and won 37 of
the state’s 39 Lok Sabha seats; the DMK
drew a blank. But the political scenario
has changed dramatically since then.
Karunanidhi’s son MK Stalin has taken
overtheparty,butthereisdisarrayinthe
AIADMKwithmanyclaimantsforJayalalithaa’slegacy,includingchiefminister
Edappadi K Palaniswami , deputy CM O
Panneerselvam and her confidant VK
Sasikala’s nephew and rebel AIADMK
leader, TTV Dhinakaran.
“As of now, the DMK has an upper
handandappearstobeaheadintherace.
Itisorganisationallymuchstrongerthan
the truncated AIADMK,” said Aazhi
Senthilnathan, a political analyst.
TheotherthingofinterestistheBharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The saffron
party won one seat the last time but has
wrested five seats in its alliance with the
AIADMK.Itsopponentscharacteriseitas
a “north Indian” party that has no
organic roots in one of India’s most culturally strident states.
TWO YEARS OF CHAOS
In December 2016, Tamil Nadu plunged
into a political crisis when Jayalalithaa

died. The same week, Panneerselvam
becamechief ministerbutwas oustedby
Sasikala,whoanointedherselfJayalalithaa’sheirandtookstridestoplaceherself
in charge of the AIADMK. A corruption
conviction,however,upsetherplansand
put her behind the bars. She named Palaniswami as the next CM, triggering a
rebellion by Panneerselvam.
A months-long stand-off ensued, during which time governance in the state
groundtoahalt.Eventually,thetwosides
madeupandexpelledSasikalaandDhinakaran,whohadearlierbeennameddeputy general secretary of the party. The
Palaniswami-Panneerselvam combine
won a tense floor test after the speaker
disqualified 18 legislators loyal to Dhinakaran, adecision upheldbythe Madras
high court in October.
But in December 2017, Dhinakaran
bouncedbackbywinningtheby-election
in the prestigious RK Nagar assembly
seat,whichwas heldby Jayalalithaa.He
has since formed the Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK).
TamilNadu’snextassemblyelectionis
not until 2021 but 18 assembly seats are
going to the polls along with the Lok
Sabha election, and are being billed as a
mini assembly poll. In addition,thestate
government’s reluctance in holding the
local body elections for three years is
being seen as a sign that the AIADMK is
apprehensiveofarout.“Thepoliticalclimatetooisnotadvantageoustotheruling
AIADMK,” said Senthilnathan.
But career politicians are not the only
onesinthefray.Afterfeveredspeculation
formonths,TamilsuperstarRajinikanth,
on December 2017, announced his entry
intopolitics.Shortlyafterwards,hiscontemporaryandpopularactorKamalHassan decided to launch his party, Makkal
Needhi Maiam (MNM).
Inastatewheremoviestarscommand
hugepopularitythroughanetworkoffan
clubs,itisunclearhowmuchofanimpact
the two new entrants will have.
Hassan announced his MNM will go
solo in the LS polls. Rajinikanth is yet to
fashion his outfit, Rajini Makkal Mandram, into a political party. And, actor
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People protest against police firing on a group demonstrating against the Sterlite
plant in Thoothukudi that killed 13 people in May last year. The issue is likely to
PTI
figure during the Lok Sabha polls, especially in the southern districts.

Vijayakanth, who launched the Desiya
MurpokkuDravidarKazhagam(DMDK)
in 2005, has failed to keep up the momentum after successive electoral debacles.
Thoughthepartywon29seatsinthe2011
assembly election, inthe companyofthe
AIADMK, in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls, it
couldn’t open its account. It is fighting
five seats as part of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
MAJOR ISSUES
A decades-long dispute with neighbouringKarnatakaoversharingthewatersof
theCauveryriveralwaysflaresupduring
elections and is expected to have a bearing this time around, too. The AIADMK
government is likely to highlight its
record of conducting Global Investors
Meet2019,handlingofcycloneGaja’saftermath, and bringing an All India InstituteofMedicalSciences(AIIMS)toMadurai,whiletheDMKisexpectedtoattack
it,sayingthattheinvestmentsfromGIM
are just on paper and the state debt has
inflated to 3.92 lakh crore.
Anger continues to simmer in southernTamilNaduoverthere-openingofthe
SterliteCoppersmeltingplant,whichresidents of the port town of Thoothukudi
say is responsible for polluting groundwater.Atleast13peoplelosttheirlivesin
police firing during protests against the
plant in May last year.
Alsointhesouthernregionofthestate,
which has been a traditional base of the
AIADMK,theSupremeCourt’scurbson
the manufacture of firecrackers has

resulted in the closure of 1,000 units in
Sivakasi, rendering thousands unemployed.InKanyakumaridistrict,191fishermen’sdeathsandthedevastationleftin
thetrailofcycloneOckhiin2017arelikely
to influence the polls. The proposed Salem-Chennai Greenfield expresswayhas
also seen massive protests in the region
on environmental grounds.
In the Cauvery delta region, the relief
work after the Gaja cyclone are likely to
beusedbytheoppositioninitscampaign.
Intheindustrialandmanufacturingbelt
of Coimbatore and Tiruppur, the impact
of the Goods and Services Tax is likely to
beapollissue.And,ofcourse,thereisthe
inquiry into the death of Jayalalithaa,
which sees a cache of documents or a
voice clip leaked to the press every few
months.
TIE-UPS AND DEMOGRAPHICS
TheDMK-ledalliancecomprisestheCongress, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchhi
(VCK)ofTholThirumavalavan,Leftparties, Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (MDMK) of Vaiko and the
Indian Union Muslim League.
The AIADMK has aligned with the
BJP, the Vanniyar-focussed PMK and
DMDK, Kongu Nadu Makkal Desiya
Katchi (KDMK) – a Gounder (an other
backward class sub-caste) party.
“Since the pro-jallikkattu protests of
December 2016, there is a strong feeling
that Tamil Nadu is being discriminated
againstbytheCentre.TheBJPhastoconfronttheoppositionchargethatthe(Nar-

endra) Modi government is controlling
theAIADMKgovernment.So,theanti-incumbency factor would affect both BJP
and AIADMK. Yet, this would not result
in a sweep for the DMK, despite having
formedamegaalliance.For,Dhinakaran
poses a threat of eating into the traditional vote base of the DMK in the delta
region as well as the southern districts,”
saidTharaasuShyam,apoliticalanalyst.
The capital Chennai, with three Lok
Sabha seats, continues to be a citadel of
the DMK, which also enjoys support in
the Cauvery delta, where four LS seats
are located and is dominated by the Kallars, Agamudayars, Mutharayars, Vanniyars - (OBC sub-castes) and Dalits.
The AIADMK usually counts on the
Gounders, who dominate the western
partofthestatewithsixLokSabhaseats,
andtheMukkulathorThevars(Agamudaiyar, Kallarand Maravar castes), who
are an OBC sub-caste and dominate the
central and southern region with eight
Lok Sabha seats. The Vanniyars, yet
another OBC caste who dominate the
northern districts with 10 Lok Sabha
seats, usually back the PMK. The Dalits
have a strong base in Villupuram, Chidambaram, Tiruvallur and Tenkasi.
“The AIADMK has lost the support of
a section of the Mukkulathor castes,
which have been weaned away by Dhinakaran,” said Aazhi Senthilnathan. The
Nadar community, a backward caste, is
concentrated in the southern districts
and has backed the BJP in Kanniyakumari in the 2014 election.
A key feature of the state’s politics is
the continued domination of the lower
castes–somethingexpertssayisrootedin
Periyar’s movement against Brahmanism . “In 1935, the lower castes started to
dominate state politics in the Madras
presidency. With political awareness,
they (OBCs) had launched the Justice
Party, the precursor of the Dravidian
movement. While DMK founder CN
Annadurai became the chief minister in
1967, his cabinet had a majority of OBCs.
His successor M Karunanidhi also followed that strategy.
Even matinee icon M G Ramachandran, who launched his own party
AIADMK, toed the same plan. In 1991,
Jayalalithaa,aBrahminbybirth,became
CM.But,shewastheonlyBrahmininher
cabinetandthemajoritywasOBCs,”said
Samuel Asir Raj, a professor at ManonmaniamSundaranar University,Tirunelveli.

PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
NEAR ROSE GARDEN,MADHYA MARG,
SECTOR 16, CHANDIGARH
Notice
13045 files (weighing approximately 25 Quintals) of Punjab State
Information Commission are to be destroyed as per provision of
PSIC (Destruction of judicial record) Office Order 2011 by
converting them into pulp in the presence of the representatives
of the Commission. Sealed quotations from firms doing this work
are invited by 18.04.2019. Rates FOR. Inspection is allowed
during office hours.
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab State Information Commission,
Chandigarh.
5309

THE HIMACHAL PRADESH STATE INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD

Regd. Office:-New Himrus Building, Circular Road, Shimla-171001(H.P)
C I N:- U70109HP1966SGC 002683, Tel No.0177-2621426/2624751/2625339 Fax: 0177-2624278
e-mail: hpsidc@rediffmail.com website: hpsidc.nic.in
No. HPSIDC/Engg/146/88Dated:- 04.04.2019
CORRIGENDUM-I
This is in reference to Notice Inviting Tender vide this office letter No. HPSIDC/Engg/146/88-7534 dated 08.03.2019
and published on dated 09.03.2019 in the newspapers Dainik Bhaskar, The Tribune and Giri Raj weekly for tenders of
20 works (Sr. No.1 to 20) scheduled to be opened on 06.04.2019 and Expression of Interest (E.O.I.) invited vide letter
No. HPSIDC/Engg/146/88-7533 dated 08.03.2019, published on dated 09.03.2019 in the newspaper Amar Ujala, The
Hindustan Times, Business Standard and Giri Raj Weekly for the work “Construction of 7 MLD ZLD Common Effluent
Treatment Plant at I.A. Kandrori, Distt. Kangra (HP)” schedule to be opened on 02.04.2019 but due to announcement
of Parliament Election (Model Code of Conduct), the tenders could not be uploaded. Now, as per permission granted
by the Chief Electoral Officer Govt. of Himachal Pradesh vide letter No. 3-9/2019-ELN-V-310-1450 dated 29.03.2019,
the date of submission of tenders is hereby postponed and can be uploaded upto 22.04.2019 at 05:00 PM and shall be
opened on 23.04.2019 at 11:00 AM.
Other terms and conditions shall be remain the same.
Executive Engineer,
HPSIDC Ltd. Shimla (HP)
For & on behalf of Managing Director
HPSIDC Ltd. Shimla (HP)

E-TENDER NOTICE:

(i) PGI/Engg./Elect./2019-20/71

(ii) PGI/Engg./Elect./2019-20/72

(iii PGI/Engg./Elect./2019-20/73

The Hospital Engineer (Electrical), PGIMER Chandigarh invites on behalf of the Director PGIMER Chandigarh online Item / Percentage rate bids from the Specialized agencies
dealing in similar type of works for Sr. No. (i) and from enlisted contractors of CPWD/ Department of Posts/ BSNL/ Railways/ M.E.S./ Chandigarh Administration/ CHB/ MC
Chandigarh/ State PWD's/ HUDA/ PUDA/ State Electricity Boards & Corporations dealing in Electrical Works for Sr. No. (ii) & (iii) on two bid system (Eligibility cum Technical Bid and
Financial Bid), who fulfill the Eligibility Criteria for the following work(s) :Sr. No.
Name of Work
Est. Cost
Earnest money (Rs) Period of completion
(i) Providing services of Engineers to monitor & supervision of Engineering works in PGIMER, Chandigarh.
Rs. 116 Lakh
Rs. 2.32 Lakh
Three Years
(ii) Providing Exhaust fans in Various Locations of PGI, Chandigarh
Rs. 8.94 Lakh
Rs. 18,000/Two Months
(iii) Providing power supply to existing and upcoming PET CT centre from 11 KV Electrical substation Rs. 44.80 Lakhs
Rs. 90,000/One Month
Research Block, PGIMER, Chandigarh.
The schedule for bidding will be as follow:Sr.
Last date and time for submission of bid
Last date and time for submission of
Date and time for opening of Eligibility
Date and time for opening of
No.
Original EMD in physical form
cum Technical Bid
Financial Bid
(i)
15/04/2019 upto 03:00 PM
15/04/2019 upto 03:15 PM
15/04/2019 at 03:30 PM
To be declared later
(ii)
10/04/2019 upto 03:00 PM
10/04/2019 upto 03:15 PM
10/04/2019 at 03:30 PM
12/04/2019 at 03:30 PM
(iii)
16/04/2019 upto 03:00 PM
16/04/2019 upto 03:15 PM
16/04/2019 at 03:30
To be declared later

The original EMD as scanned & uploaded shall be deposited physically by all the intending bidders in the office of H.E. (Elect.) as per above schedule failing which the bid shall
be treated as invalid. The tender forms and other details can be obtained from the website: www.tenderwizard.com/PGIMER, www.eprocure.gov.in and official website of the PGIMER
www.pgimer.edu.in. Contractors are requested to get their firm registered on the website www.tenderwizard.com/PGIMER for participating in e-tendering process (Help desk
no. for registering- 09257209340, 08054628821).
HOSPITAL ENGINEER (ELECT.)
000247
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THE PRESENCE OF CHINESE VESSELS NEAR AND AROUND
PAG-ASA (ISLAND)... IS ILLEGAL

> PHILIPPINES DEPT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, on Chinese ships spotted near a disputed island

Boeingneedstoreview
controls:Crashreport
DECODING DISASTER Report released in Ethiopia says pilots were not at fault
Bloomberg
n

n

Artist’s impression of the four-legged early whale Peregocetus,
which lived about 43 million years ago, based on a wellpreserved fossil discovered by palaeontologists in Peru. REUTERS

shortstories
‘GLOBAL LIFE EXPECTANCY UP BY 5.5 YRS’
GENEVA: Global life expectancy grew by 5.5 years between 2000 and 2016,
the World Health Organization said on Thursday, warning though that
unequal income and access to healthcare translates into far shorter lives for
many. The UN health agency also stressed significant gender differences in
life expectancy worldwide. On average, a child born in 2016 can expect to
live 72 years, up from 66.5 in 2000, according to the annual World Health
Statistics report. The first 16 years of the century saw dramatic drops in
deaths among children under five, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, where
progress has been made against malaria, measles and other communicable
diseases, WHO said. Life expectancy has also increased thanks to advances
AFP
against HIV/AIDS, which ravaged much of Africa in the 1990s.

Pak court issues notice to
ex-prez for hiding assets

Gun used by Van Gogh to
kill himself up for auction

ISLAMABAD:The Islamabad High
Court on Thursday issued a notice
to Pakistan’s former president
Asif Ali Zardari on a petition
seeking his disqualification as an
MP for hiding his assets worth
over $1 million. The petition was
filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
leaders Khurram Sher Zaman and
Usman Dar. Chief justice Athar
Minallah said parliament is the
right forum for such matters,
issuing a notification to 63-yearold Zardari, who is also the
co-chairman of the opposition
PTI
Pakistan People’s Party.

PARIS:A Paris auction house,
Auction Art, will sell on June 19 a
revolver that was possibly used
by Dutch painter Vincent van
AP
Gogh to take his own life.

Sri Lanka: Commando kills
self at PM’s residence
COLOMBO:A police commando
committed suicide on Thursday
by shooting himself at PM Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s residence in
Colombo. The Special Task Force
member used his automatic
assault rifle to shoot himself. AFP

Couple find lost lottery
ticket to turn millionaires
MONTREAL:A Quebec couple,
Nicole Pedneault and Roger
Larocque, won Canadian $1mn in a
lottery after finding a winning
ticket that had been forgotten in
AFP
a book for months.

Afghan officials: Taliban kill
at least 20 troops, cops
KABUL : The Taliban launched a
brazen attack under the cover of
darkness early Thursday on an
Afghan government compound in
western Badghis province, killing
at least 20 soldiers and policemen,
officials said. Fighting continued
into the day and early afternoon
in Badghis.
AP

inthenews
Grammy-winning Canadian singer set to end
hiatus, announces upcoming tour and album

1

The music star will kick off her Courage World
Tour in Quebec City, Canada, on September 18
and will release her 12th album Courage in
November

2
3

“It’s going to be the Celine that you know,” she said of the upcoming
album. “The sound will change a little bit, and music changes. But I
will always remain who I am”
The tour will cover more than 50 cities, said Dion, who is getting
back on the road and creating music for the first time since the
death of her husband-manager René Angélil in 2016.

UN warns of rise in
deadly superbugs
LONDON: A quarter of the world’s

health facilities lack basic water
services, impacting2 billionpeople, the United Nations has said,
warning that unhygienic conditions could fuel the global rise of
deadly superbugs.
Inthepoorestcountries,about
halfoffacilities donot havebasic
water services - meaning water
delivered by pipes or boreholes
that protect it from faeces - putting birthing mothers and newborns in particular danger, new
data showed.
The World Health OrganizationandUNChildren’sFundsaid
morethan1milliondeathsayear
were associated with unclean
births, and 15% of all patients
attending a health facility developed infections. “Hospitals are
not necessarily points of care
whereyoucanheal,butpointsof
almost infection. (We) are very
alarmed by this,” WHO public
health co-ordinator Bruce Gordon told a media briefing in

ADDISABABA,ETHIOPIA:The pilots of
a737MAXjetlinerthatcrashedin
Ethiopia last month couldn’t
recover from an uncommanded
andpersistent nosedive,accordingtoareportonthedisasterthat
killed 157 people and sparked a
crisisfortheplanemakerBoeing
and US aviation regulators.
“Pilots tried to control the
plane repeatedly but were not
able to do so,’’ said Ethiopia’s
transportation minister, Dagmawit Moges, in presenting the
findings. “All those responsible
need to take actions that would
assuretheeliminationofthesaid
flight control issues.’’
The crew followed all the correct procedures and the system
shouldbereviewed,shesaid.The
planeappeared“verynormal”on
takeoffandthensuffered“repetitiveuncommandednose-down”.
The findings add to pressure
onBoeingtoproveitsbest-selling
737 MAX jet is safe after Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 flew
about six minutes before smashing into the ground on March 10.
Thedisasterwasthesecondfor
the new model in five months
after a Lion Air plane plunged
into the Java Sea in October and
killed 189 people. The model is
grounded worldwide as investi-

Geneva.
Worldwide,nearly900million
people have no water at all at
theirlocal health facility or have
to use unprotected wells or
springs.Oneinfivefacilitiesalso
lack toilets, impacting about 1.5
billion people, the agencies said.
One of the development goals
agreed by world leaders in 2015
was for all to have access to safe
water and sanitation by 2030.
“Ahealthcarefacilitywithout
water is not really a health care
facility,” said UNICEF statistician Tom Slaymaker. “Sick people shed a lot more pathogens in
their faeces, and without toilets,
staff, patients – this includes
mothers and babies – are at a
much greater risk of diseases
caused and spread through
humanwaste.” Theagenciessaid
good water and sanitation services were crucial to reducing the
spread of antimicrobial resistance, one of the greatest global
REUTERS
health threats.

n

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS: An aviation investigator searches through the debris at the scene of the
REUTERS FILE
Ethiopian Airlines 302 plane crash, near the town of Bishoftu, southeast of Addis Ababa.

gators probe its airworthiness
and how it gained permission to
fly.Officialsatanewsconference
inEthiopia’scapitalAddisAbaba
didn’tmentionanautomatedsystem in the 737 MAX that sometimes pushes the aircraft’s nose
down. The report also underscores the focus on the manoeuvreingcharacteristicsaugmentation system (MCAS) that also
played a role in a Lion Air crash.

In response to the report, EthiopianAirlinessaidthepilotscould
notrecoverfromthe“persistence
ofnosediving”despitehavingfollowed an emergency protocol
mapped out by Boeing and
approvedbytheUSFederalAviation Administration (FAA).
Boeing has said it’s reviewing
the report and the FAA said it’s
workingtounderstandwhathappened.

Images of Saudi
nuclear reactor
show plant is
nearing finish

Oz can now jail social
media execs for posts

Agencies

risk jail for failing to take down
violent extremist content
quickly, under controversial
laws passed in Australia on
Thursday-a“world’sfirst”inthe
wake of the Christchurch
mosques massacre.
Lawmakersvotedoverwhelminglyinfavourofthelaws,which
hold firms like Facebook and
YouTube - and their executives responsibleforremoving“abhorrent material” quickly.
The companies face fines
approachingbillionsofdollars or
10%ofglobalannualturnoverfor
failing to enact the “expeditious
removal”offootageofterrorism,
murderandotherseriouscrimes,
while executivescouldface upto
three years in jail.
Technology
companies,
expertsandlawyerspilloriedthe
legislation, which was jammed
through parliament in two days
and faces an uncertain future
beyond the May elections.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison, who is facing a difficult
re-election battle, said, “Big
social media companies have a
responsibilitytotakeeverypossibleactiontoensuretheirtechnologyproductsarenotexploitedby

n
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WASHINGTON:SaudiArabiaisnearingcompletionofitsfirstnuclear
reactor, satellite images of the
facility show, triggering warnings about the risks of the kingdom using the technology without signing up to the international rules governing the
industry.
Theresearchfacilityislocated
in the southwest corner of the
King Abdulaziz City for Science
and Technology in Riyadh,
accordingtoimagespublishedby
GoogleEarth.They’rethefirstin
thepublicdomaintoconfirmthat
the programme is advancing,
showingconstructionnearingits
finish around a columnar vessel
that will contain atomic fuel.
The development is alarming
to arms control experts because
SaudiArabiahasyettosignupto
the international framework of
rulesothernuclearpowersfollow
to ensure civilian programmes
aren’t used to build weapons.

HOUSE ENDS US SUPPORT
FOR SAUDI-LED WAR
US lawmakers voted on Thursday to end military support for
the bloody Saudi-led war in
Yemen, dealing a harsh bipartisanrebuketoDonaldTrumpand
takingthehistoricstepofcurtailing a president’s war-making
powers. Trump is likely to veto.
The House of Representatives
voted 247 to 175, with one congressman voting present, to
approvearesolution thatdirects
the president “to remove United
StatesArmedForcesfromhostilitiesinoraffectingtheRepublicof
Yemen” within 30 days.
ThetextclearedtheSenatelast
month and now heads to Trump,
who is expected to veto the legislation.
The White House has called
the measure “flawed” and
warned it would harm bilateral
relationsintheregion,including
with Saudi Arabia.

Agencies
n
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Meanwhile,alawsuitwasfiled
Thursday in Chicago federal
court on behalf of an American
citizen who was on the doomed
Ethiopian Airlines flight. The
family of Samya Stumo, 24,
alleged Boeing, Ethiopian Air
and Rosemount Aerospace were
negligent by allowing a faulty
flight-control system for its aircraft.Stumowasthenieceofconsumer activist Ralph Nader.

WASHINGTON: House Democratic
leaders voted to file a lawsuit to
challenge President Donald
Trump’s national emergency
declarationtopayforawallatthe
border with Mexico.
“Thepresident’sactionclearly
violates the appropriations
clausebystealingfromappropriatedfunds,anactionthatwasnot
authorized by constitutional or
statutory authority,” House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a
statement on Thursday.

n
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BEIJING: A top film festival in
China has clubbed five Indian
films including Satyajit Ray’s
Pather Panchali under a category of movies from countries
seemingly aligned with the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
which New Delhi has consistently declined to join.
India opposes the BRI, a
multibillion-dollar Chinese
connectivity project asserting
that it violates its territorial
integrity.
The high-profile Beijing
International Film Festival

(BIFF), from April 13 to 20, is
organised by the Beijing
municipality government. The
five Indian movies in the ‘Belt
and Road’ category are the
three Ray movies comprising
the famous Apu trilogy (Pather
Panchali, Aparajito and Apur
Sansar), a romantic comedy
Love Per Square Foot, the
thriller Ittefaq and Mumbaiset movie Sir. Indian superstar, Shah Rukh Khan’s Zero is
the designated closing movie at
the festival.
Ray and his Apu trilogy
occupy a place of pride in
India’s rich cinematic history,
and the decision to co-opt them

into the ‘Belt and Road’ category in the festival will irk
many in India.
There are 21 movies in the
category from countries like
Italy - which recently became
the first G7 nation to join the
BRI - Iran, Philippines, Peru,
Colombia, and Syria. The
Indian movies were chosen following discussions between
the festival organisers and film
producers and distributors.
It wasn’t clear whether the
decision was an oversight or
deliberate.
The festival has multiple
categories under which more
than 250 films will be screened.

The Beijing government’s
information office didn’t
respond to a query on the
rationale behind adding
Indian movies under the BRI
category.
India has consistently distanced itself from President Xi
Jinping-launched BRI, saying
its flagship project, the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor,
passes through Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir
New Delhi is very likely to
keep away from the second
high-profile Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooperation to be held in Beijing
later this month.

WASHINGTON: President Donald
TrumponThursdaylashedoutat
a news report that said some of
Robert Mueller’s investigators
were frustrated that a summary
oftheirreport releasedlast week
did not adequately convey the
more damaging findings against
the president.
TheNewYorkTimesreported
on Wednesdaythat theunidentified investigators voiced their
misgivings with the four-page
summary of Mueller’s 400-page
report, which was presented by
attorney general William Barr.
Trump hit out in a tweet: “The
New York Times had no legitimate sources, which would be
totally illegal, concerning the
Mueller Report. In fact, they
probably had no sources at all!
TheyareaFakeNewspaperwho
havealreadybeenforcedtoapologisefortheirincorrectandvery
bad reporting on me!”
TheNYTdidnotspecifywhich
parts of Barr’s summary were
foundtroublingbytheinvestigators. But, it said, they had preparedseveralsummariesoftheir
findings and though they were
not binding, they felt shortchangedbywhatmadeitthrough
in Barr’s report.
Barr’ssummaryusedjusttwo
direct quotes from Mueller
report.Thefirstsaidtherewasno
evidence of collusion by Trump
or his campaign team with Rus-
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Robert Mueller

REUTERS

sian meddling in the 2016 election.Andthe secondsaidwhile it
found no evidence to charge
Trump with obstructing justice,
it was not exonerating him from
it. Barr went a step further and
cleared Trump of obstruction of
justice as well, a conclusion he
said he reached in consultation
with senior members of his
department. A visibly relieved
Trump, whose presidency was
under a cloud because of the
probe, claimed “total” exoneration, from both collusion and
obstruction of justice.
InanothertweetonThursday,
Trump said: “According to polling, few people seem to care
about the Russian Collusion
Hoax, but some Democrats are
fighting hard to keep the Witch
Huntalive.Theyshouldfocuson
legislation.”

LONDON: PrimeMinisterTheresa

n

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison

AP

murderous terrorists.”
Attorney-general Christian
Porter said the legislation was
“most likely a world first”. The
oppositionLaborpartyexpressed
serious misgivings but voted in
favour of the legislation.
89 CHARGES ON MOSQUE
ATTACK TERRORIST
TheAustralianterroristwhocarried out the Christchurch
mosque attacks will face 50 murder charges and 39 attempted
murder charges when he makes
his second court appearance,
New Zealand police said on
Thursday.Policehadearlierfiled
a single, representative murder
chargeagainst28-year-old Brenton Tarrant.

MayhasturnedtoLabourtohelp
pass the crucial EU withdrawal
deal, but the opposition party is
also riven by differing views on
Brexit, with many party MPs
opposed to another referendum.
TalksbetweenMay’steamand
seniorLabourleaderscontinued
forfourandhalfhoursonThursday, while as many as 25 party
MPswrotetoleaderJeremyCorbyn that another referendum
shouldnotbepartofanycompromise deal.“The government and
theoppositionhopetomeetagain
tomorrowforfurtherworktofind
a way forward to deliver on the
referendum, mindful of the need
to make progress ahead of the
forthcomingEuropeanCouncil,”
a Downing Street spokesman
said after what was described as
“detailed and productive technical talks.”
Another so– called ‘confirmatory referendum’ is Labour policy, decided at the last party conference. But MPs representing
constituencies that overwhelmingly voted to leave the EU are in
an uneasy position. The 25 MPs

Pelosi said members of the
House’s Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group voted to go to court.
TrumpinMarchvetoedaresolutionpassedbytheHouseandSenate that sought to halt his
nationalemergencydeclaration.
TheHouselaterfailedtooverride
his veto.
TRUMP THREATENS CAR
TARIFFS ON MEXICO
President Trumpretreatedfrom
threats to immediately close the
border with Mexico over migration,insteadabruptlypivotingon
Thursday to a new demand: that

theMexicangovernmentstopthe
flow of illegal drugs into the US
within a year or face car tariffs.
“If the drugs don’t stop - Mexico can stop them if they want to wearegoingtotariffthecars.The
cars are very big, and if that
doesn’tworkwearegoingtoclose
the border,” Trump said at the
White House. “We are going to
give them a one-year warning.”
Trump also threatened to
impose car tariffs if the country
didn’tstepupitsapprehensionof
migrants transiting through the
country to the US from Central
and South America.

Beijing film festival clubs Ray’s Apu trilogy in ‘Belt and Road’ category
n
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Prospect of 2nd vote rocks
Labour as talks deadlocked

House leaders vote to sue Trump
letters@hindustantimes.com

Yashwant Raj

BREXITCIRCUS

E M E R G E N CY D E C L A R AT I O N

n

Trump lashes out at
suggestion there’s
more in Mueller probe

Prasun Sonwalkar

SYDNEY: Social media executives

Bloomberg

FA L L O U T O F B A R R R E P O R T

n

Satyajit Ray (left) with Ravi Shankar, recording music for
Pather Panchali.
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

n

British Prime Minister Theresa May speaks in parliament.

wrote to Corbyn: “Delaying for
manymonthsinthehopeofasecond referendum will simply
divide the country further and
add uncertainty for business. A
second referendum would be
exploitedbythefarright,damage
the trust of many core Labour
votersandreduceourchancesof
winning a general election.”
Theopposition within Labour
to anotherreferendumcameat a
time when the idea is gaining
momentum in Westminster.
Chancellor Philip Hammond
described holdinganother referendumtoconfirmthewithdrawal

AFP

agreement as “a perfectly credible proposition”. The governmentsufferedanotherreversein
parliament on Wednesday night
when a cross-bench bill to prevent the UK leaving the EU without an agreement scraped
through by 313 to 312 votes.
InBrussels,theEuropeanParliamentapprovedalawallowing
Britonsvisa-freetraveltotheEU
in the event of the UK leaving
without a deal.
They can make 90-day trips to
theSchengenpassport-freezone,
provided UK grants similar
rights to EU citizens.

Tensions, conflicts
fanning arms sales in
West Asia: Monitor
Nadim Siraj
n

syed.siraj@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Saudi-Iran tensions,
war in Yemen and hostilities
between Qatar and a Saudi-led
alliance have triggered a phenomenal increase in arms
imports to West Asia, according
to Stockholm-based arms trade
monitor SIPRI.
During2014-2018,armssalesto
WestAsiahavegoneupby87%as
compared to 2009-2013, showed
figures released in March by the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute in its fiveyearlyreport‘TrendsinInternational Arms Transfers 2018’.
West Asia is the only region
that witnessed a rise in arms
imports in the 2014-2018 period
while the numbers fellin the rest
of the world.
NorthandSouthAmericasaw
a36%decrease,Europe13%,Asia
and Oceania 6.7%, and Africa
6.5%. But buoyed by West Asia’s
spike, overall global arms
imports went up by 7.8%.
Saudi Arabia’s arms imports
shotupby192%,whilethefigures
are even higher for Riyadh’s
neighbours. Egypt imported
206% more arms than before,
Iraq’s purchases went up by
139%, while Qatar recorded an
increase of 225%.
Israel, perpetually locked in a

n

Houthi rebels are engaged in a
war in Yemen.
REUTERS FILE

battle with the Hamas, saw its
armsprocurementsshootupbya
whopping 354%. Lesser-known
Oman bought 213% more arms
than before, while Kuwait’s
imports ran up by 348%.
Saudi Arabia’s fight against
archrivalIranforregionaldominance;theSaudi-ledintervention
andwar in Yemen; andthe diplomatic standoff between Qatar
and the UAE-Saudi alliance are
the “key reasons behind these
increases” in West Asia’s arms
imports, the SIPRI report said.
Interestingly, the spike in
arms imports coincided with an
economic slump in the Gulf
region triggered by a historic oil
price shock. From the highs of
$115 a barrel in June 2014, the
crude oil price had bottomed out
to $35 by February 2016.
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RBItoissuenewcircularonbadloans
Your EMIs are likely to come
down, but not immediately

TACKLING NPAS RBI committed to speed up resolution of stressed assets: Das
Shayan Ghosh
n

n

Additional services will be
added to Bengaluru,
Kolkata and Hyderabad
MINT
from Mumbai

VISTARA TO ADD
14 NEW FLIGHTS
IN DOMESTIC
NETWORK
MUMBAI: Full service carrier
Vistara, which is set likely to
commence services on international routes this year, on
Wednesday announced the
addition of 14 new flights in the
domestic network, starting April 7.
The new additional services are
being added to Bengaluru,
Kolkata and Hyderabad from
Mumbai besides on the Hyderabad-Pune routes to meet the
demand during the peak travel
season in the April-July period,
the airline said in a release. The
services on the Mumbai-Bengaluru route will be operated five
times per day, while flights to
Hyderabad and Kolkata from
Mumbai will be once per day, and
flights will operate between April
16 and July 15.

Fitch affirms India’s rating
at BBB- with stable outlook
NEW DELHI: Fitch on Thursday
retained India’s sovereign rating
at ‘BBB-’, the lowest investment
grade, with stable outlook, saying
a weak fiscal position continues to
constrain its rating. This is the 13th
year in a row that global rating
agency Fitch has rated India at
‘BBB-’. It had last upgraded India’s
sovereign rating from ‘BB+’ to
‘BBB-’ with a stable outlook on
August 1, 2006. “India’s ratings
balance a strong medium-term
growth outlook and relative
external resilience stemming from
strong foreign reserve buffers,
against high public debt, a weak
financial sector and some lagging
structural factors,” it said.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

shayan.g@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) will issue a revised
circularforresolutionofstressed
assets after its February 12, 2018
norms were struck down by the
SupremeCourtearlierthisweek,
RBI governor Shaktikanta Das
said on Thursday.
TheRBIwilltakestepsinlight
ofthecourtorder,includingissuance of a revised circular, for
expeditious andeffectiveresolution of stressed assets, Das said
after announcing the first
bimonthly policy of FY20.
“TheRBIstandscommitted to
maintain and enhance the
momentum of resolution of
stressed assets and adherence to
credit discipline,” he said.
The order of the Supreme
Court mandates RBI to exercise
itspowersunderSection35AAof
the Banking Regulation Act in
respectofspecificdefaultsbyspecific debtors, Das said. The powersofRBI, he said,underSection
35AA and other sections of the
Act are not in doubt at all.
“What basically the Supreme
Court has said is that the powers
of RBI under Section 35AA have
to be exercised in a particular
manner and the validity of the
Sectionstandsandhenceforthwe
have to comply with the directionsoftheSupremeCourtinthis
regardandactaccordingly,”said
Das.
The Supreme Court had on
TuesdayquashedRBI’sFebruary
12 circular that had set strict
norms for bad loan resolution,
easing concerns of some debtladencompaniesandthreatening
to upend India’s fledgling bankruptcy process.
The RBI circular directed
bankstoreferdefaulterstobankruptcycourtsiftheywereunable
to find a resolution plan within
180 days for stressed accounts
where the outstanding amount

Vivina Vishwanathan
n

vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Your home loans, auto
loans and personal loans are
likely to get cheaper after the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cutting benchmark rate by 50 basis
points (bps) in two consecutive
monetary policy announcements this year. However, the
relief will come with a lag.
While it is good news for borrowers, depositors may want to
lock into their current fixed
deposit interest rate. Here is a
look at what the 25bps cut by the
RBI on Thursday means for your
loans and deposits.
n

n

Reserve Bank of India governor Shaktikanta Das (centre).

was more than ₹2,000 crore.
The governor said corporates
have the right to take the central
bank to court as it is always the
democratic right of any individual or corporate entity to challenge the decision of any authorityinthecourtoflawandtheRBI
cannot be an exception to this.
The central bank has been
undertaking wider stakeholder
consultations and its decisions
are taken on that basis, Das said.
“You would have seen that
over the years, before a decision
istaken,adraftdiscussion paper
or a draft circular is always
placed on the RBI website and
then a decision is taken. It has to
be appreciated that there are
some regulatory aspects where
considering the criticality of
theseaspects,itisnotpossiblefor
the RBI to place it in the public
domain and seek comments.
These are cases where the RBI
has to act based on its own wisdom and based on internal consultationswithstakeholdersand

experts,” he explained.
Das reiterated that it shall be
RBI’sefforttoensurethatthereis
adequateliquidityinthesystem.
The currency swap is an additionalinstrumentwhichRBIhas
addedtoitstoolkittodealwiththe
liquidity infusion, he said.
“We will use all tools of infusingliquidity,includingopenmarket operations, currency swap...
Wewillusealltheseinstruments,
depending on requirement and
depending on other relevant factors. We have already infused
enough liquidity into the system,” said Das.
On the status of the Bimal
Jalan Committee report,formed
to review the existing economic
capitalframeworkoftheRBI,the
governor said he has spoken to
Jalan and the committee would
require a few more days to finalize the report.
“The deliberations are in
advanced stage and I have not
goneintothedetailsoftheirmeetings andwhattheyaredeliberat-

PTI

ing because it’s the committee’s
prerogative.Ithinktheywilltake
a few days more, but the sense I
have from the chairman of the
committeeisthatthediscussions
are in a very advanced stage,”
said Das.
The monetary policy committee(MPC)oftheRBIreviewedthe
macroeconomic developments
andtheoutlookoverandvotedby
a4:2majoritytoreducethepolicy
repo rate by 25 basis points
(bps) and maintain a neutral
monetary policy stance by 5:1
majority.
The MPC noted that there is a
further loss of pace in global economic activities since its last
meeting in February 2019.
“Moreover, the slowdown
appears to be synchronized
across advanced economies and
some major market economies
andwell. Thisassessment is also
reflected in the monetary policy
stances of their central banks
which have either eased or
paused,” said Das.

DEPOSIT LIKELY TO
REMAIN UNCHANGED
It is unlikely that the bank will
cut interest rate on fixed deposits
immediately, considering a high
credit-deposit ratio, higher
interest rate in small savings
scheme instruments and system
liquidity issue.
“We will have to see how the
deposit market pans out because
deposit growth at the industry
level is slower than credit
growth. Depending on the way
deposit growth moves, you will
see the extent of transmission.
Liquidity in the system and cost
of deposit will continue to be the
key point. Banks will ultimately
go in for their retail and term
deposit because that is stable
money. If theovernight rates and
money market rate remain at a
lower cost, retail deposit rates
will come down. You didn’t see it
in March because banks were
showing deposits for the year. As
wholesale money gets cheaper
that rub off should happen,” said
Shanti Ekambaram, president,
consumer banking, Kotak
Mahindra Bank Ltd.

In the monetary report, RBI noted that monetary transmission to
the deposit and lending rates of banks was partial and delayed. MINT

WHILE IT IS GOOD NEWS
FOR BORROWERS,
DEPOSITORS MAY WANT
TO LOCK INTO THEIR
CURRENT FIXED
DEPOSIT INTEREST RATE
Currently, small saving
schemes are offering higher
returns than bank fixed deposit
rates.
For instance, public provident
fund offers 8% per annum
returns whereas State Bank of
India offers 6.85% interest rate
on 5-10 year fixed deposits. Bankers say fixed deposit rates are
unlikely to fall soon but will happen in the next quarter.
LOAN RATE TO FALL, BUT
NOT IMMEDIATELY
When it comes to loans, a repo
rate cut indicates a drop in lending rates. However, banks also
have to consider their cost of
funds to pass on the benefit of a

rate cut. In the monetary report,
the central bank noted that monetary transmission to the deposit
and lending rates of commercial
banks was partial and delayed.
Following the reduction in the
policy rate by 25bps in February
2019, the median term deposit
rate (all maturities) of banks
declined by 3bps, the 1-year
median MCLR declined by 5bps
during the easing phase so far.
The loan rates are likely to
decline; however, not immediately.
If you are an existing borrower on floating rate loan, any
change in rates from your bank
will not impact you till the reset
clause on your loan kicks in.
Considering most loans are
linked to one-year MCLR, if you
havetaken aloan inJanuary and
interest rate change this month,
you will see a changeonly in next
January.
If you are planning to borrow,
you are likely to see a marginal
fall in rates, however, with a lag.
Don’t opt for a fixed rate loan.

Jet Airways’ lenders to invite Many firms yet to comply with Sebi rules
bids for stake sale tomorrow
Reality check
Jayshree P. Upadhyay
n

Shreya Nandi and Gireesh Chandra
Prasad
n

shreya.n@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: LenderstoJetAirways
(India)LtdonThursdaysaidbids
for a stake sale in the cashstrappedairlinewillbeinvitedon
Saturdayandthatthesalewillbe
completed in a time-bound manner.
The statement clears the
uncertainty over the distressed
airline’s rescue plan after the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
struck down a controversial
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) circular dealing with corporate
defaulters. However, in the
absence of satisfactory bids, lendersmayexploreinitiatingbankruptcy proceedings against Jet.
A statement issued by Jet Airways’ lenders saidtheyintendto
pursue the bank-led resolution
plan for sale of stake in the company underthepresentlegal and
regulatory framework and
intend to invite expressions of
interest. “This will be invited on
April6andwillneedtobesubmitted by April 9. The lenders are
cognizantthattheoutcomeofthe
effortswilldependontheinterest
shown by the parties on sale of
stake in the company,” said the
statement.
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SBI’s Rajnish Kumar.
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The decision was taken after
lendersledbyStateBankofIndia
(SBI)tookstockoftheJet’soperations as well as the regulatory
developments.
Lendersalsosaidthatwhileall
efforts will be made for the stake
sale by the lenders, “other
options may be considered if
these efforts do not result in an
acceptable outcome”. The statement did not explain what were
the other options, but taking Jet
to a bankruptcy court seems a
logical one.
Jet Airways had said last
month that its resolution plan
involving changes in board of
directors and conversion of lenders’ debt into equity was on the
basis of RBI’s February 12 circularof2018.Thatcircularhadseta
six-monthdeadlinefordefaulting

companiestoputinplacearescue
planbeforelendersdraggedthem
to bankruptcy courts. The apex
court ruling this week that the
instructionwasultraviresraised
uncertaintyovertheagreedupon
rescueplan.Lenderswantedtobe
doubly sure about their decision
in light of the apex court ruling.
RBIgovernorShaktikantaDas
saidonThursdaythatthecentral
bankwillissueafreshcircularon
the issue. In the meantime, government officials and experts
have said banks can take decisions that are in their best interest,inspiteoftheapexcourtdecision.Thatcouldsaveagreedupon
bankruptcy resolution plans
such as Jet’s.
The airline is now waiting for
the infusion of the Rs 1,500 crore
committedby lenders forpaying
aircraft lessors as well as for
clearing part of salary dues. The
company also needs to quickly
re-induct its grounded planes.
The airline, which is operating
about26aircraftoutofitsoriginal
119 fleet, cannot afford to let its
fleet to go below 20 aircraft withoutriskingagovernmentreview
on whether it can continue to fly
international routes. Civil aviation secretary Pradeep Singh
Kharolasaidthatnosuchreview
is on at the moment.
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MUMBAI: More than 200 firms in
India have failed to comply with
a key initiative of the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) to enhance corporate governance at listed companies.
Data compiled by NSEinfobase.com showed that 212 companies have not appointed a
woman as independent director
by the April 1 deadline set by
Sebi.
Of these companies, 52 rank
among the top 500 companies in
India.These include HDFCAsset
ManagementCo.Ltd,InterGlobe
Aviation Ltd, Jindal Steel &
Power Ltd, Union Bank of India,
Indian Overseas Bank, and BSE
Ltd.
Most of the non-compliant
companies are public sector
enterprises, according to NSEinfobase.com, an offering of
PRIME Database, a primary
market tracker.
Sebi had on March 28, 2018
approved at least 40 proposals,
based on a October 2017 report by
a Uday Kotak-led panel, to boost
governance at listed companies.
Some of these provisions had to
be met by April 2019.
The proposals include
appointing at least one woman as
independent director, ensuring
that no director is more than 75

MORE TROUBLE

Ghosn rearrested in financial misconduct case
Bloomberg
n
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TOKYO: The drama surrounding fallen auto executive Carlos Ghosn erupted again,
with Japanese prosecutors
rearresting him on fresh allegations that he used millions
of dollars from Nissan Motor
Co. for his own purposes.
Authorities showed up at
Ghosn’s Tokyo apartment
shortly before 6am on Thursday to detain him on suspicion of aggravated breach of
trust, using company money
funnelled through an intermediary for personal purposes, prosecutors said in a
statement.
They’re the most serious
charges yet against Ghosn,
who had been free on bail for
less than a month. “My
arrest this morning is outrageous and arbitrary,” Ghosn
said in a statement.
“It is part of another
attempt by some individuals
at Nissan to silence me by
misleading the prosecutors.

n

Authorities showed up at Ghosn’s Tokyo apartment shortly
before 6am on Thursday to detain him.

Why arrest me except to try
to break me? I will not be broken.”
Ghosn was arrested
because of the risk of flight
and destruction of evidence,
Shin Kukimoto, deputy chief
prosecutor at the Tokyo district public prosecutors
office, said at a briefing.
Ghosn was released on
March 6 on bail of 1 billion
yen ($9 million) and on condi-

AP

tion that he remain in Japan
and be monitored.
Renault and Nissan
uncovered payments made
under Ghosn that allegedly
went toward corporate jets, a
yacht and his son’s startup,
leading the French carmaker
to alert authorities about
potential wrongdoing, people
familiar with the matter
have said.
Prosecutors took Ghosn’s

phone, notebooks and other
items in his possession as evidence, as well as his wife’s
phone and passport, according his lawyer, Junichiro
Hironaka.
The rearrest was
“extremely inappropriate”
and designed to put pressure
on his client, the attorney
said, adding that prosecutors
will probably seek to detain
him longer.
On Wednesday, Renault
said Ghosn had made questionable payments to a distributor in the Middle East
and an outside lawyer.
Some expenses “involve
questionable and concealed
practices and violations of
the group’s ethical principles,” the French carmaker
said.
Another lengthy stay in
prison could make it harder
for Ghosn to prepare for his
trial on charges of financial
misconduct, and refocus
international attention on
Japan’s criminal justice system.

Sebi had on March 28, 2018 approved at least 40
proposals to boost corporate governance at listed firms.
=10

212
Firms out of top 1,000 listed firms that still
don’t have a woman independent director

342
Firms that are yet to propose a special
resolution for the removal of 537
directors aged above 75 on their boards

35

Firms that are yet to meet Sebi’s
mandate of having at least 6 directors
on their boards
Source: NSEinfobase.com

years old and that there are at
least six directors on the board.
“Partly this represents an attitude issue. In the past, we have
seen that larger-sized companies
tend to take regulations seriously and are compliant. The
second issue is that the consequence ofnon-complianceis generally very small. It is usually
negligible monetary penalties,”
said Amit Tandon, chief executive officer of proxy advisory
firm Institutional Investors
Advisory Services (IiAS).
Four years ago when faced
with a similar issue of having at

least one woman director, Sebi
helped out companies by extending the deadline by six months. A
financial penalty was imposed
on companies that were noncompliant even after the
extended deadline.
“It is surprising that many of
the top 500 companies are not
compliant. The biggest surprise
is about directors who continue
to be on the board of listed companies despite attaining the age
of 75. There are 342 companies
who are yet to propose a special
resolution for the removal of
these ageing non-executive

directors,” said Pranav Haldea,
managingdirector,PRIMEDatabase Group.
As of Tuesday, 1,026 non-executive directors in 614 listed firms
were at least 75 years old, the age
set by Sebi for retirement. Of
these, 257 companies have
passed special resolutions for
removing 463 directors. However, the result of special resolutions for 15 other companies having 26 directors are still pending.
These include Reliance Industries Ltd, Maruti Suzuki India
Ltd, Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Ltd, Berger Paints India Ltd and
TVS Motor Co.
Also, at least 35 firms are still
to meet Sebi’s mandate of having
at least six directors on their
board.
“Many companies are banking on getting an extension on
the date ofcompliance.However,
no communication has come
from Sebi on extending the deadline,” said a lawyer who is consulting with companies on compliance with the governance
norms.
Another important change
recommended by Sebi was to
split the role of the managing
director and chief executive officer.
The companies have time till
April 2020 to comply in this
regard, but as of Tuesday at least
154 companies were still to do so.

Oyo Rooms looks to build its
own cloud kitchen brands
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and Salman SH
n
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BENGALURU: Budget hotel startup

Oyo Rooms (Oravel Stays Pvt.
Ltd) plans to create cloud
kitchen brands, as part of its
strategy to become a full-fledged
hospitality chain, said three people familiar with the company’s
plans, requesting anonymity.
While the core idea is to standardize food across Oyo properties, it is also looking to list the
brands on food delivery platforms, such as Swiggy and
Zomato, the people added.
“Food will form an ancillary
revenue stream for Oyo, and
they have been experimenting
with different models for a while
now,” said one of the people cited
above.
“Earlier, they used to have tieups with multiple restaurants,
but now they are building their
own food brands, which will be
served to guests and also delivered (at home).”

n

Oyo CEO and founder Ritesh
Agarwal.
BLOOMBERG/FILE

Oyo is currently doing a pilot
of its first cloud kitchen under
the Adrak brand.
The company was in
advanced talks to buy a significant stake in cloud-kitchen
startup FreshMenu to enter the
online food delivery business,
Mint had reported in February.
Several industry insiders,
however, told Mint that there

has been some uncertainty over
the deal, and Oyo is currently
buildingcloud kitchen brandson
its own.
Oyo’s plan to add food as a category is targeted towards
increasing the business for its
hotel partners, apart from acting
as a full-fledged hospitality
brand. “The focus is going to be
on hotels without any in-house
food and beverage services,”
said the second person cited
above, requesting anonymity.
“They will also target hotel locations that have fewer or no restaurant options nearby.”
Oyo declined to comment on
specific details about its cloud
kitchen brands.
“As the largest hotel chain in
India, operating franchised and
lease assets, we do have an active
playinthe F&B(food andbeverages) business with an average of
about25%ofourrevenuecoming
through the kitchens we operate
in some of our hotels,” said an
Oyo spokesperson in an emailed
response.

n

Jeff Bezos.

BLOOMBERG/FILE

Jeff Bezos to
keep 75% of his
stock in Amazon
following divorce
Bloomberg
n
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SEATTLE: Amazon.com Inc. chief
executive officer Jeff Bezos will
retain75%ofhisstockinthecompany following his divorce from
MacKenzie Bezos, to whom he
hasbeenmarriedfor25years,the
couple announced Thursday on
Twitter.
Bezos will remain the largest
shareholder of the e-commerce
giantvaluedatalmost$900billion
as well as gaining voting control
of his former wife’s remaining
shares. Bezos will also maintain
ownership of The Washington
Post and his space exploration
company Blue Origin.
“Grateful to have finished the
process of dissolving my marriagewithJeffwithsupportfrom
each other and everyone who
reach out to us in kindness,”
MacKenzieBezoswroteonTwitter.“Happytobegivinghimallof
my interests in the Washington
Post and Blue Origin, and 75% of
our Amazon stock plus voting
control of my shares to support
hiscontinuedcontributionswith
theteamsoftheseincrediblecompanies.”
MacKenzieBezosretains4%of
Amazon, according to a filing
Thursday. The Bezoses
announcedtheirdivorceinJanuary, hours before the National
Enquirer tabloid newspaper
begantweetingthatit planned to
publishanexposethatJeffBezos
had been having a relationship
with Lauren Sanchez, a former
TV anchor. The announcement
sparked speculation about how
their exceptional wealth, estimated at more than $130 billion,
wouldbedivided.JeffBezosisthe
world’s richest person and will
remain in that position after the
divorce, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.
JeffandMacKenzieBezosmet
inNewYorkatDEShaw.Jeffwas
the first person to interview
MacKenzieforaroleatthehedge
fund and the pair ended up having offices next to each other.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

L Pts NRR*

SRH

4

3

1

6

KXIP 4

3

1

6

0.164

CSK

4

3

1

6

-0.084

KKR

3

2

1

4

0.555

DC

5

2

3

4

0.029

MI

4

2

2

4

-0.087

RR

4

1

3

2

-0.333

RCB

4

0

4

0

-1.901

1.78

*Updated till DC-SRH match
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Jos Buttler.

first-over
Delhi’syounggunsfailtofire Debut
strikes make
againstpotentSRH attack Jason ominous
LOPSIDED Capitals fail to recover after Shaw, Pant fall cheaply against disciplined Sunrisers bowling

PTI

JOS BUTTLER BATS
FOR ADDRESSING
GREY AREAS IN
MANKADING LAW
NEW DELHI: England batsman Jos
Buttler, who was ‘Mankaded’ by R
Ashwin in an IPL encounter, wants
authorities to address the
“wishy-washy” areas in the law
dealing with the controversial
dismissal. Buttler’s dismissal
during a match between Rajasthan Royals and Kings XI Punjab
triggered a debate with the
cricket world divided and the
custodians of the game, MCC,
doing a flip-flop. The MCC, at the
onset, said Ashwin did the correct
thing only to change its statement next day with one of its
representatives stating that “the
pause was just too long and
therefore not within the spirit of
cricket.”

“Of course, a Mankading has to be
in the laws of the game because a
batsman can’t just run halfway
down the pitch trying to get a
headstart,” Buttler told ‘ESPNcricinfo’. “But I do think, the way the
law is written, there is a bit of a
grey area in that saying ‘when a
bowler is expected to release the
ball’. That is a bit of a wishywashy statement,” the England
opener said. Buttler felt that the
decision made by the on-field
umpires was wrong. “If you look
at the footage, probably the
wrong decision was made
because at the time he was
expected to release the ball I was
in my crease,” Buttler said.

Ex-SL player faces fresh
charges of corruption
COLOMBO: Former Sri Lanka
international Dilhara Lokuhettige
has been charged with three
counts of breaching the International Cricket Council’s anti-corruption code, the sport’s governing body said on Thursday. The
charges against the bowling
all-rounder include being party to
an effort to fix the result or
progress of an international
match, and directly soliciting,
inducing, enticing or encouraging
a player to do the same, it said.
Lokuhettige, who played nine
one-dayers and two Twenty20
internationals for Sri Lanka, has
been charged for similar offences
relating to a 10-over league in the
United Arab Emirates last year.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Royal Challengers Bangalore v Kolkata
Knight Riders; live on Star
Sports 1 & HD 1

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE

12.30am (Saturday):
Southampton v Liverpool;
live on Star Sports Select 1
& SHD 1

BADMINTON
MALAYSIA OPEN

12.30pm: Live on Star
Sports 2 & HD 2
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MUMBAI: What is common among

khurram.habib@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: India’s young and
upcoming set of batsmen that
Delhi Capitals depended on this
IPL season have turned up only
occasionally, unable to find consistency.
Delhi’s two victories came on
the back of individual batting
performances by Rishabh Pant
and Prithvi Shaw. When their
youngsters have not fired, Capitals have suffered
The collective batting failure
on Thursday against the powerful Sunrisers Hyderabad bowling line-up saw them restricted
to 129/8 at the Ferozeshah Kotla
ground. Only skipper Shreyas
Iyer put up any resistance, but
his 43 off 41 barely made a difference. In reply, led by Jonny
Bairstow’s top-score of 48, SRH
reached 131/5 in 18.5 overs.
The chase was expected to be a
stroll for Sunrisers, who began
in the ballistic manner they’ve
this season, and though Bairstow and David Warner didn’t put
up a fourth successive century
partnership, their 64 in 6.5 overs
set up the easy win. There were
some hiccups towards the end,
but the target was well within
reach.
Sunrisers have a wellrounded attack, led by stand-in
skipper Bhuvneshwar Kumar
and two world class T20 spinners
in Afghanistan’s Rashid Khan
and Mohammad Nabi.
The Afghan duo gave away 39
runs in their eight overs, taking
three top-order wickets to leave
Delhi reeling. Off-spinner Nabi
took the prized scalpof Pant,who
again tried to force the pace
against the run of play when the
need was to build an innings, giving away his wicket. This came
after the offie had removed Shikhar Dhawan in the powerplay
phase.
Leg-spinner Rashid was
miserly again, and removed
skipper Shreyas as he tried to
heave one over midwicket with
just four overs left.
Earlier, two crisp boundaries

n

Sunrisers Hyderabad bowlers Sandeep Sharma (L), Rashid Khan (No 19) and Mohammad Nabi (right) shared four wickets against Delhi
SANJEEV VERMA/HT
Capitals in the Indian Premier League match at the Ferozeshah Kotla ground in New Delhi on Thursday.

from Shaw in the first over of
Bhuvneshwar got Delhi off to a
flying start. But the joy was
shortlived as in the next over
from Bhuvi, Shaw was castled,
missing the line while trying to
carve a four through off-side.
With the aggressive teenager
out, the powerplay overs were
not high scoring with Dhawan
trying to exploit the field restrictions only on the last ball. Having
swept Nabi for four earlier in the
sixth over, he tried again but
only edged to short fine leg.
Delhi lost both openers within
the powerplay over, and despite
having taken a fair amount of
risks that also cost them wickets,
the score after six overs was only
36 for two.

scorecard

After Nabi had finished his
first spell of three overs, Rashid
came into the attack for one over.
He was hit for four by Shreyas
through cover but then got into
groove with variations comprising the googly and deliveries that
bounced and spun from length to
catch the batsmen off-guard.
Though Rashid was on the
money in his first over, Bhuvi
replaced him with Nabi with lefthander Pant on strike. The move
paid off immediately as the batsman tried to hit out first ball,
only holing out to long-off.
Delhi could never recover
after that, and though Axar Patel
and Chris Morris played some
shots, Sunrisers were well in
control.

n

Delhi Capitals

n

P Shaw b Bhuvi
11 (11)
S Dhawan c Sandeep b Nabi 12 (14)
S Iyer b Rashid
43 (41)
R Pant c Hooda b Nabi
5 (7)
R Tewatia c Nabi b Sandeep 5 (7)
C Ingram c Pandey b Kaul
5 (8)
C Morris c Nabi b Bhuvi
17 (15)
A Patel not out
23 (13)
K Rabada c Bhuvi b Kaul
3 (4)
I Sharma not out
0 (0)
n Extras (lb 3, w 2)
5
n Total (8 wickets; 20 overs)
129
n FoW: 1-14, 2-36, 3-52, 4-61, 5-75,
6-93, 7-107, 8-115
n Bowling: Bhuvi 4-0-27-2, Nabi
4-0-21-2, S Kaul 4-0-35-2, Rashid
4-0-18-1, Sandeep 4-0-25-1

Sunrisers Hyderabad

D Warner c Morris b R’bada 10 (18)
J Bairstow lbw b Tewatia 48 (28)
V Shankar c Iyer b Patel
16 (21)
M Pandey c Shaw b Sharma 10 (13)
D Hooda c Rabada b L’hane 10 (11)
Y Pathan not out
9 (11)
M Nabi not out
17 (9)
n Extras (b 4, lb 4, w 3)
11
n Total (5 wickets, 18.3 overs) 131
n FoW: 1-64, 2-68, 3-95, 4-101, 5-111
n Bowling: S Lamichhane 4-032-1, A Patel 4-0-18-1, C Morris
3-0-26-0, K Rabada 3.3-0-32-1, R
Tewatia 3-0-10-1, I Sharma 1-0-5-1
Result: Sunrisers Hyderabad won by five wickets

Mark Cosgrove, Aaron Finch,
Shikhar Dhawan and Ambati
Rayudu? The answer is, all of
them have been dismissed by
Australia pacer Jason Behrendorff in his first over on debut in
different formats or competitions.
Before Behrendorff bagged
Rayudu’s wicket in his first over
onhisIPLdebutforMumbaiIndiansagainstChennaiSuperKings
at the Wankhede Stadium on
Wednesday, the left-arm pacer
had done the same to Shikhar
Dhawan on his ODI debut at the
Sydney Cricket Ground in January earlier this year.
The Western Australia quick
had built on his knack of picking
up wickets in his first over on
debut. In 2010-11, on his List A
debut in Ryobi ODI Cup, he
claimedthewicketofCosgrovein
his first over. A year later, on his
BigBashLeague(BBL) debutfor
Perth Scorchers against Melbourne Renegades, Behrendorff
removedAaronFinchoffthelast
ball of his first over.
Thoughhecouldn’treprisehis
first-over heroics when he made
his T20I debut against India in
2017—hebowledonlyoneoverin
that rain-curtailed game in Ranchi — he compensated for it by
getting the prized scalps of Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma in his
first over in the second match in
Guwahati.
On Wednesday, Behrendorff
bagged a second wicket when he
had Suresh Raina caught by
Kieron Pollard at the point
boundary in his third over. His
match figures of 2/22 broke the
back of CSK’s run-chase.
The 28-year-old, who was part
of Australia’s ODI team that
whitewashed Pakistan in the
UAE recently, hopes that doing
wellintheIPLmighthelphimget
a place in the World Cup squad.
“Any performance here can
helpme.Mystrengthisswinging
the new ball up front and taking
somewickets.Soitwasgoodtobe
able to do that and stay in the
selectors’ mind,” he said.
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Jason Behrendorff.
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FAMILY RIVALRY
MUMBAI :Wednesday’s
IPL match between MI
and CSK here at Wankhede witnessed a unique
family rivalry. While
CSK had Deepak Chahar, MI handed a debut
to Rahul Chahar. Rahul
and Deepak are double
first-cousins as their
fathers are brothers and
mothers sisters.
HTC

Behrendorffcanformapotent
openingpairwithpacespearhead
Mitchell Starc who is currently
recuperating from an injury but
is an almost certainty in the
England-bound squad. Behrendorff believes it would be quite
excitingifhegetstosharethenew
ballwith anotherleft-armpacer.
“It is not foreign to have two
left-handersintheteam.Australiahavenotdoneitalotinthepast
but I don’t see why we can’t do
that. Mitch (Starc) bowls exceptionallywellatthedeathandcan
also bowl at the middle and up
front. So, if both of us are picked,
it may be a case of us having differentroles.Imightbowlupfront
and Mitch may look to bowl
through the middle and at the
end.Itwouldbeexciting,”hesaid.
Asked about his first IPL and
comparing it with BBL, he said,
“It’sdifferent,botharegoodcompetitions. This (IPL) has a few
morestarswithfourinternationals as against two per team. It’s
different conditions as well,
warm and humid — something
I’m not used to, so you have to
make sure the hands stay dry.”

Wrong ’un right ploy to get
Kohli, De Villiers cheaply

Heat on Kohli after Royal slump

CricViz

BENGALURU: Every IPL since 2011

n
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Rajasthan Royals’ victory over
Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) on Monday exposed a
major chink in the armour of
RCB’s much-heralded batting
pair of Virat Kohli and AB de Villiers: the googly. Shreyas
Gopal’s 3/12 ran through RCB’s
middle order, removing the key
pair and overseas star Shimron
Hetmyer — with all three wickets falling to googlies.
The googly is an excellent
option to use against both the
RCB batting stars. Against leg
breaks they both average in
excess of 40 but against googlies
that drops to sub-20.
De Villiers’ record, in particular, is very interesting. Up until
2017, he had an exceptional
record against googlies but since
then he has struggled enormously against the delivery.
Neither de Villiers or Kohli
struggle against the delivery in
Test cricket, which suggests
their inclination to sore in the
shortest format — perhaps playing away from their body — is at

Kohli's T20 average
against leg-spinners
v leg breaks

2009-2016

v googlies

56.2

41.33
18.2

AGAINST LEG BREAKS
THEY BOTH AVERAGE IN
EXCESS OF 40 BUT
AGAINST GOOGLIES THAT
DROPS TO SUB-20.
the heart of their problems.
Indeed, all of their dismissals
against the googly have come
when attempting to score.
KKR are well placed to exploit

Press Trust of India
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI/KANDY: The Indian pac-

n

Lasith Malinga.
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49, representing Galle.
VINTAGE MALINGA
Galle beat Kandy by 156 runs in
the match and it was a vintage

Malinga performanceas the only
time he got a bit of rest was when
Galle batted first and scored 255.
The sleep-deprived Malinga
then rocked the Kandy line-up
with figures of 9.5-0-49-7 with the
opposition team being led by
another current international
Dimuth Karunaratne.
Malinga, who is Sri Lanka’s
ODI captain, had decided to
play the provincial ODI tournament despite Sri Lanka Cricket
allowing him to be available for
IPL for the entire month of
April. The reason for Malinga
playing the tournament is to
have a closer look at some of the
World Cup hopefuls. Even
though both the matches are
domestic, there aren’t many
instances where a player has
played two matches on successive days across two countries.

n

2017 till now

5.25

70

Average

Out once

Out 4 times

Average

18.25
AB de Villiers’ T20
average against
leg-spinners

Somshuvra Laha

De Villiers’ struggles
facing googlies

KKR's Chawla against
Kohli and De Villiers
Batsman
v Kohli
v De Villiers

Balls
81
50

Runs
108
54

Out
3
4

Source: CricViz

this weakness with Piyush
Chawla in their team. Chawla is
one of the most effective googly
bowlers in the world. Indeed, no
leg spin bowler in the CricViz
database has a lower average
with his googly than Chawla’s
9.08.
Chawla’s record against Kohli
and de Villiers is also exceptional. KKR should use their legspinner to target the pair and
encourage him to bowl his
googly regularly.

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

HEAD TO HEAD

has been a yearly reminder for
Virat Kohli that a captain is as
good as his team. In the concurrent time Kohli has been part of a
bunch that has won the World
Cup and a Champions Trophy,
led India to a maiden Test series
win in Australia, and the crown
of the No 1 team in Tests three
years in a row. Kohli is putting
up a brave face but Bangalore’s
lean patch, losing four matches
in a row, must be hurting.
Another loss may be devastating.
Trust their next opponents
Kolkata Knight Riders to be
capable of inflicting that and
more. And it’s not just about
immediate form that makes
Knight Riders a difficult team to
beat. These are two teams who
are at the opposite ends of the
scale when it comes to preparedness. The Knight Riders are a settled unit with specific roles
assigned to each player; Bangalore are reactive and skittish.
A case in point is the opening
combination. In four matches,
Kohli has opened twice while
Moeen Ali and Shimron Het-

Kolkata Knight
Riders

Royal
Challengers

13

9
Total
matches

22

myer have each partnered ParthivPatelonce,theonlycommon
person in these permutations.
AB de Villiers hasn’t struck gold
yet, Ali is still to figure out his
place in the batting order, while
~5 crore-buy Shivam Dube looks
to have left his boundary-clearing abilities at home. The only
consistency, and a welcome res-

pite, has come from Parthiv
Patel’s bat with scores of 29, 31, 11
and 67.
Kohli knows that can’t be
enough, not at least while playing a team against whom they
have a dismal success rate. Winning on Friday is a requirement
not just because RCB need one to
stay alive in the IPL but also

because doing it at home and
against Kolkata Knight Riders
would be a small statement in
itself.
After all, not long back,
former KKR captain Gautam
Gambhir had taken potshots at
Kohli, belittling his leadership
skills. The animosity between
the Delhi players is infamous, be
it at the Ranji Trophy level or at
IPL. The finger wagging between
Gambhir and Kohli here six seasons back still makes it to the list
of the most notorious IPL
moments.
This KKR team, led now by
Dinesh Karthik, is still reaping
the rewards of the winning culture installed by Gambhir. Beating them would be the best way
to silence the growing murmur
of dissent against Kohli and Co,
and resuscitate RCB’s campaign.

‘IPL shouldn’t affect World Cup selection’
HT Correspondent
n

ers’ workload might be closely
monitored by the team management but at the age of 35, Sri
Lanka’s Lasith Malinga has
played two matches inside 12
hours --- a T20 match in India and
a domestic 50-over game in Sri
Lanka.
Malinga took 3/34 for Mumbai
Indians in an Indian Premier
League game against Chennai
Super Kings that ended close to
midnight on Wednesday.
Early morning on Thursday,
Malinga was on a flight from
Mumbai to Colombo and from
there travelled to Kandy to play
Sri Lanka’s domestic Super Four
tournament, where he recorded
career-best List A figures of 7 for

ankit.singh@hindustantimes.com

Khurram Habib

MalingaplaysIPLonWednesday,
takes seven-for in Kandy next day
n

Ankit Kumar Singh
n

shortstories

ht20

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: RohitSharmaonThurs-

day backed India skipper Virat
Kohli’s call of not treating the
IndianPremierLeague(IPL)asa
platformforWorldCupselection
saying that a squad for a 50-over
tournament should not be based
onhowoneperformsintheshortest format.
“IfeelIPL shouldn’t bethe criterionfor(WorldCup)teamselection. We’ve played enough international matches…. You can’t
select a 50-over format (team)
with (performances in) T20 format. That’s my personal opinion,”Sharmasaidatthelaunchof
a cricket website. “I think we are
pretty much settled. There are a
few spots (which are yet to be
decided) but that depends on
what the captain, coach and
selectors think about the combi-

n

Rohit Sharma.

AFP

nation. You have to understand
thatit’snotpossibletopredictthe
weather conditions and they’ll
havetoselectasideaccordingly.”
Nearly a month back, Kohli
hadsaidhedidn’tseehowtheIPL
would affect the selection to the
World Cup. “I don’t see IPL having any influence on World Cup
selection,” Kohli had said before
the start of the five-match series
against Australia — the team’s
last internationalassignment.“I
think that will be a very radical

sort of analysis. We need to have
a solid team. Before we head into
the IPL, we need be absolutely
clear of what team we want for
the World Cup.”
Sharma, who was present at
thevenuealongwithBrianLara,
Kevin Pietersen, Mahela Jayawardene and Smriti Mandhana,
further went on to add that he
wasn’ttoobotheredwiththeside
not playing international games
before the World Cup.
“We’veall beento ICCtournaments, (after) playing the IPL.
Everytimeyou’replayingtheIPL
there’s a big tournament right
after.Mostoftheguysareusedto
it.IwasspeakingtoJasprit(Bumrah) the otherday andhe feels he
should bowl a lot of balls, play a
lot of matches to be in that shape
and form. For me, I would like to
have some runs under the belt,
keep hitting those balls,” he
added.

LANDMARK FOR MUMBAI INDIANS
MI completed a century of victories with the 37- run win over CSK
Opp

P

W L

T

Success%

56
60
Delhi Capitals
23 11 12 - 47.82
Gujarat Lions
4
1
2 1* 37.5
Kings XI Punjab
23 12 11 - 52.17
Kochi Tuskers Kerala
1
- 1 - 0
Kolkata Knight Riders
23 18 5
78.26
Pune Warriors
6
5 1 - 83.33
Rajasthan Royals
18 10 8 - 55.55
Rising Pune Supergiant
6
2 4 - 33.33
Royal Challengers Bangalore 24 15 9 - 62.5
Sunrisers Hyderabad
12 5 7 - 41.66
Total
175 99 75 1* 56.85
Chennai Super Kings

25

14

11 -

Deccan Chargers

10

6

4

*Mumbai Indians beat Gujarat Lions in Super Over
after match ended in a tie.

-

Stats: S.PERVEZ QAISER
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India’stopmarksmandenied
achanceatmedals,points
DAMPENER With eye on 2nd quota place, Saurabh not entered for medal competitions at World Cups

Olympic tennis
men’s final match
to be reduced to
best-of-three sets

sport

17

City return to
top amid injuries

Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: The men’s tennis final

Ajai Masand
n

ajai.masand@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: By barring Saurabh
Chaudhary, India’s top 10m air
pistol shooter who is ranked No.
4intheworld,fromcompetingfor
medalsinthenexttwoeditionsof
theWorldCup,theNationalRifle
Association ofIndia(NRAI)may
have dealt his hopes of breaking
into the top three a severe blow.
ThereasonprofferedbyNRAI
is that since Chaudhary, 17, has
already sealed a 2020 Olympic
quotaberth,othersmustbegiven
achance.IndiacangettwoOlympic quota berths in the 10m air
pistol.
So the Asian Games gold medallist will participate in the MQS
(Minimum Qualification Score)
category at the next two World
Cups,in Beijing (April 21-29)and
Munich(May22-29).Ashooterin
the MQS category cannot compete for medals and will not earn
any world ranking points.
NRAI selection committee
member Moraad Ali Khan said
this was standard procedure in
theyearbeforetheOlympics,but
it also means that Chaudhary,
gold medallist in last October’s
Youth Olympics and the World
Cup in New Delhi in February
2018, finds himself at a dead end.
The policy was put in place just

n

Saurabh Chaudhary has sealed a Tokyo Olympic berth for India.

before the 2016 Rio Games.
“Idonotagreewith this policy
and have raised this with the
NRAI a number of times. Why
would you stall the progress of a
shooter when he is doing really
well?,” said double trap shooter
RonjanSodhi,a formerNo. 1 and
2010AsianGamesgoldmedallist.
Agoodshowinginthenexttwo
World Cups could have given

Chaudhary—whoison965points
and secured an Olympic Games
quota place at the New Delhi
World Cup with a world record
score of 245 in the finals—the
chance of moving past South
Korea’s Lee Daemyung (1107
points) and perhaps even Russia’s Artem Chernousov (1464
points). Veteran South Korean
marksman Jin Jongoh leads the

BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO

rankings with 1785 points.
NRAI secretary Rajiv Bhatia
said that since Chaudhary has
earnedaquotaberth,“wewanted
togiveothersachancetoearnthe
secondTokyoGamesquota.” So,
Shahzar Rizvi, Abhishek Verma
and young Arjun Singh Cheema
will be competing for medals in
Beijing and Munich.
“Tillsuchtime wearenot able

tomaximiseour Olympicquotas
in an event, we have a policy that
themarksmanwhohasqualified
for the Olympics will be kept out
and shoot only in the MQS category,” said Bhatia.
This means Chaudhary will
notbeabletocompeteformedals
in a World Cup till those selected
by NRAI can bag the other quota
place. That would also deny him
the chance of getting used to the
pressure of a World Cup final.
“By moving him to MQS, he will
beoutofhisdepthwhenhehasto
competeinthefinalsoftheOlympic Games,” said Sodhi.
“If he had been included,
India’s chances of a World Cup
medal would have increased as
heisbetterthanthethreewhoare
going,”saidNitinChaudhary,the
shooter’sbrotherwhoalsomanages him.
Bhatia conceded that Chaudhary stood a good chance of winning medals at the World Cups
and that he would lose valuable
ranking points. The InternationalShootingSportFederation
(ISSF)hasalsorecentlyproposed
giving direct Tokyo Olympic
quota places to shooters ranked
No. 1 in the world till January
2020. If passed, federations will
havenosayintheselectionofthat
particular shooter for the Olympics.

in the 2020 Olympics will be
played over three sets rather
than five, the International Tennis Federation (ITF) said on
Wednesday, ending the
prospect of a marathon gold
medal shoot-out.
In Rio, three years ago, Andy
Murray needed four hours and
four gruelling sets to defeat
Juan Martin del Potro in defending his Olympic title.
There were 14 breaks of serve
while Murray ended the final in
a flood of tears, winning it 7-5,
4-6, 6-2, 7-5.
Since 1996, the format for the
men’s singles event has been
best-of-three sets in all rounds
except the final, but all matches
at the 2020 Games in Tokyo will
be now played over the shorter
format.
“These amendments reduce
concerns of overplay for players
who reach the latter stages of all
three events -- singles, doubles
and mixed doubles,” said the
ITF in a statement.
FIRST-TO-10 IN DOUBLES
FINALS
The men’s and women’s doubles
competitions will feature a firstto-10-points tie-break instead of
a deciding third set, the same
format that has been used for
mixed doubles.

Srikanth enters quarter-finals in Malaysia, Sindhu loses
Press Trust of India
n
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KUALA LUMPUR: India’s Kidambi

n

K Srikanth reached the India Open final last week.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT

SrikanthmadeittothequarterfinalsbutanerraticPVSindhulost
in straight games at the $700,000
Malaysia Open here on Thursday.
EighthseedSrikanth,whohad
reachedthefinalofaBWFWorld
Tour event after 18 months at lat
week’s India Open in New Delhi,
defeatedThailand’sKhositPhetpradab 21-11, 21-15 in 32 minutes
to set up a meeting with Olympic
champion and fourth seed Chen
LongofChina. The26-year-oldis

Valencia inflict first defeat
on Zidane’s new Madrid
Reuters
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

VALENCIA:Real Madrid’s harrow-

ing campaign continued as they
fell to a ninth defeat in La Liga
andtheirfirstsincecoachZinedineZidanereturnedastheywere
deservedly beaten 2-1 away by a
resurgent Valencia on Wednesday.PortugalinternationalGoncalo Guedes fired Valencia into
the lead (35th) with a thumping
shot from inside the area which
wastoopowerfulforMadridgoalkeeper Keylor Navas.
Madrid had played well until
conceding, but lost momentum
after the goal and Valencia continuedtothreatenintothesecond
half, finally doubling their lead
with a header by defender Ezequiel Garay from a corner in the
83rd.
Karim Benzema headed in a
consolation goal for Madrid in
stoppage time, shortly after
Zidane’s side had a penalty decision overturned after a Video

Assistant Referee (VAR) review
ruled Sergio Ramos was offside.
Madridarestuckinthirdon57
points,13 behindLa Liga leaders
Barcelona and five behind city
rivals Atletico Madrid.
Valencia, who have reached
the Copa del Rey final and the
quarter-finals of the Europa
League,haveChampionsLeague
qualificationin theirsights after
climbinguptofifthinthetableon
46 points, one behind fourthplaced Getafe. The win extended
theirunbeatenrunto17gamesin
all competitions, their longest
stretch without defeat in their
100-year history.
“We know that this has been a
difficultyearandweareworking
hard to make sure we come back
strongernextseasonandI’msure
we will,” Madrid midfielder
Casemiro said. “We were in control for the first half then they
scored and got more confident.
We worked hard in the second
half and tried to get back in the
game but goals are what count.

This defeat is difficult for us, we
know we are not doing well but
we must keep working.”
ItwasZidane’sfirstawaygame
since returning to the club after
Santiago Solari was sacked last
month, having won his first two
games back against Celta Vigo
and Huesca.
As he had promised ahead of
thematch,theFrenchmanmade
sweepingchangesfromtheteam
thathadbeatenHuesca,bringing
back seven players including
Toni Kroos, Luka Modric and
Navas as Isco and Gareth Bale
dropped to the bench.
Madrid dominated the early
stages but could not turn their
possession to chances and once
Valencia took the lead through
Guedes they rarely looked like
letting it slip.Marcelino’s side
missedagilt-edgedchancetoseal
victory when Kevin Gameiro
attempted a backheel pass
towards Carlos Soler when it
would have been easier to shoot
at goal.

the lone Indian left in the Super
750 tournament.
Fifth seed Sindhu blew a 13-10
advantageintheopeninggameto
lose 18-21, 7-21 to world No 10
Sung Ji Hyun for her third
straight defeat to the South
Korean. India’s top woman
playerhadlosttoSunginthefirst
round of All England and 2018
Hong Kong Open.
MixeddoublespairofPranaav
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki Reddy
lost 21-15, 17-21, 13-21 to the local
combination of Tan Kian Meng
and Lai Pei Jing.
Srikanth opened up a 6-2 lead
and then stretched to a 14-6

advantage.TheIndiancontinued
to dominate as he pocketed the
opening game. Srikanth continuedtomarchaheadinthesecond
gameandshutoutthematchwith
out much trouble.
Inwomen’ssingles,aftersome
good rallies, Sindhu enjoyed a
three-point lead at 8-5 but Sung
Hyun drew level with a cross
court smash. The Indian again
managed to take a 11-9 lead after
the Korean hit wide.
Aftertheinterval,Sung erased
the deficit and grabbed a 16-14
lead, after Sindhu miscued two
shots.
Abackhandaimedatthebody

helped Sung to move up to 19-16.
Sindhu thenmisjudged theshuttle twice at the backline to hand
the opening game to her rival.
Sung raced to a 5-0 lead early on
before moving to 10-5. A precise
down-the-line return helped her
grab a 11-6 advantage at the
break.Itwasone-waytrafficafter
the breather as the Korean took
10 of the next 11 points with
Sindhu, who lost in the semi-finals of the India Open, making
someuncharacteristicmistakes.
Eventually two unforced
errorsfromSindhuhelpedSung,
theworld No10,sealthequarterfinal spot.

n

Manchester City's Leroy Sane (C) celebrates scoring their second
REUTERS
goal against Cardiff City on Wednesday.

Agence France-Presse
n
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MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola

countedthecostofacomfortable
2-0 victory over Cardiff City that
tookhisteamtothetopofthePremier League on Wednesday as
he faced the prospect of an FA
Cup semi-final without a fit leftback.
City, still in the hunt to win all
four of the trophies they entered
at the start of the season, take on
Brighton at Wembley on Saturday,biddingtoreachtheirsecond
final of the campaign.
But they will be without leftbackOleksandrZinchenko,who
limped off against Cardiff after
just18 minuteswith ahamstring
injurythat willrulehim outfor a
number of games.
And with England international Fabian Delph also injured
and Frenchman Benjamin
Mendy yetto prove his matchfitness to his manager, Guardiola
admittedhehasaproblemahead
of the Wembley visit.
“It doesn’t look good,” said
Guardiola. “We will know after
tomorrowbutitdoesn’tlookgood
for the next games.
“Fabian Delph is out, BenjaminMendy,wewillseetomorrow
how he feels, how he trains, we
don’t have many options.”
StrikerSergioAgueroisalsoa
doubt for the semi-final against
Brighton,withGuardiolanotprepared to risk the Argentine veteranagainstCardiffwithsomany
crucialgamescomingup,particularlythetwo-leggedChampions
Leaguequarter-finalagainstTottenham.

n

MILAN: Juventus striker Moise
Kean won support from other
European players on Wednesday, a day after he was subjected
to a torrent of racist abuse from
an opposing team’s fans.
Kean scored his team’s second
goal against Cagliari late in the
2-0 victory on Tuesday and stood
in front of the home fans with his
arms outstretched. That seemed
to trigger a furious and openly
racist outcry from the fans.
One of his teammates, Leonardo Bonucci, added fuel to the
fire by saying Kean was partly to
blame for the angry response.
That prompted players on other
teams to rush to Kean’s defence.
Manchester City winger Raheem Sterling ridiculed the
remark: “Leonardo Bonucci ...
All you can do now is laugh.” He
also posted a screenshot on Twitter.
“I support every fight against
racism, we’re all equal,” Manchester United midfielder Paul
Pogba wrote in an Instagram
post of Kean celebrating his goal.
The Frenchman, who used to
play for Juventus, then added, in
Italian: “Good Italians wake up,

n

Marc Schnatterer (No 7) scores Heidenheim’s second goal in the German Cup quarter-final against Bayern Munich at the Allianz
Arena in Munich on Wednesday. Bayern were made to sweat by the second-tier side but won 5-4 with a late goal from Robert
Lewandowski. The German champions played most of the game with 10 men after defender Niklas Sule was sent off in the 13th
minute. Borussia Dortmund lead the Bundesliga table by two points over Bayern.
REUTERS

“And tell Bonucci that his luck
is that I wasn’t there. Instead
of defending you he does this?
I’m shocked I swear.”
—Mario Balotelli,
Marseille forward
REUTERS

BONUCCI BACKTRACKS
As criticism mounted on
Wednesday, Bonucci backtracked on his comments in an
Instagram post.
“After 24 hours I want to clarify my feelings,” he wrote. “I was
interviewed right at the end of
the game, and my words have
been clearly misunderstood,
probably because I was too hasty
in the way I expressed my
thoughts. Hours and years
wouldn’t be enough to talk about
this topic. I firmly condemn all

Cardiff
City

JESUS MISSES
ThealterationsdidnotdullCity’s
attacking intent but Gabriel
Jesus was guilty of a string of
first-half misses. Kevin De
Bruyne claimed the first goal,
after just five minutes.
Leroy Sane struck shortly
beforethe interval,drivinga low
shot into the far corner after
Riyad Mahrez’s cross .

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Manchester United

“Good Italians wake up, you
can’t let a small group of
racists talk for you.”
—Paul Pogba,
Manchester United midfielder

Kean was targeted with racist chants by Cagliari fans.

2-0

AHEAD OF LIVERPOOL
But at least City advanced to the
topofthetablewiththeminimum
of effort, moving a point clear of
Liverpoolafterthesamenumber
of games played, the 25th time
this season the top place in the
division has changed hands.
“Wehavethefeelingifwedrop
pointswewillnotbechampions,”
said Guardiola, who saw his side
winaneighthconsecutivematch
in the league.
“But people said it would be
easy, midweek against Cardiff.
The way we started, the focus on
what we have to do.
“The goals we scored with the
chances, we should have scored
more, that’s the regret but the
other side it was really good.”
Guardiola was able to make
sevenchangesforthevisitofNeil
Warnock’s struggling team.

n

Press Trust of India
n

you can’t let a small group of racists talk for you.”
Kean, a 19-year-old Italian
whose parents are from Ivory
Coast, was insulted by home fans
during much of Tuesday’s game
in Cagliari. He received a yellow
card for faking an injury in the
first half. His goal and ensuing
celebration seemed to push the
home fans over the edge.
Matuidi, who won the World
Cup with France last year, was
subjected to racist abuse in Cagliari last year.

2-0

Manchester
City

HT Correspondent

“Leonardo Bonucci ... All you
can do now is laugh.”
—Raheem Sterling,
Manchester City winger

n

Tottenham

De Gea, Sanchez
among 7 players
on way out of Man
United: Reports

NINE-GOAL THRILLER IN GERMANY

theysay

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Brighton
Crystal
Palace

S H O R T PA S S E S

Players back Kean after racial abuse India beat Malaysia 3-0
Associated Press

3-0

Chelsea

forms of racism and discrimination. The abuses are not acceptable at all and this must not be
misunderstood.”
Kean also won backing from
Mario Balotelli — another Italian born to African parents and
who played for the country’s
national team. “And tell Bonucci
that his luck is that I wasn’t
there,” Balotelli wrote on Instagram.
“Instead of defending you he
does this? I’m shocked I swear. I
love you brother!”

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

KUALA LUMPUR: Striker Vandana

Katariya scored twice to help the
Indian women’s hockey team
beat hosts Malaysia 3-0 in the
opening game of their five-match
series here on Thursday.
Vandana struck in the 17th
and 60th minutes and Lalremsiami (38th) scored in the third
quarter to hand India the easy
win.
It was Malaysia who got a
head start with a penalty corner
in the third minute, but it was
saved by the experienced Indian
goalkeeper Savita.
India shook off the initial
nerves and young Lalremsiami
had a shot on goal in the fifth
minute, but her effort was saved.
Two minutes later, Navneet
Kaur’s attempt was blocked by
the Malaysian goalkeeper. Soon
after, India forced a penalty corner, but it went wide.After a
goalless first quarter, India
broke the deadlock in the 17th
minute when Vandana scored a
field goal. Once ahead, India
maintained a good structure and
controlled the proceedings in the
third quarter too. They kept the
Malaysian attacks in check, and

n

Striker Vandana Katariya scored twice.

under pressure, the hosts conceded three penalty corners.
However, India failed to convert
any of them.
India doubled their lead in the
38th minute through another
field goal by Lalremsiami. With

HOCKEY INDIA

the pressure eased in the fourth
quarter after taking a 2-0 lead,
India scored again seconds from
the final hooter through Vandana. The second match of
the series will be played on
Saturday.

could offload as many as seven
players from their squad in the
summertransferwindowasthey
look to rebuild under new fulltime manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, reports have claimed.
AccordingtoGuardian,Alexis
Sanchez, David de Gea, Ander
Herrera, Juan Mata, Antonio
Valencia, Matteo Darmian and
MarcusRojocouldallmaketheir
way out of the club at the end of
this season. While United would
be keen on having most of these
players off their books, losing De
Geawouldcomeasamajorblow.
The Spaniard’s contract ends
in the summer of 2020 and with
him yet to sign a contract extension, United could be tempted to
sell him for a fee this season
insteadoflosinghimforfreenext
year. De Gea’s refusal to sign an
extension is speculated to have
stemmed from the club’s reluctance to match his demand of
wage parity with Sanchez. The
Chilean winger is the highest
paid player at the club but has
been a huge disappointment in
terms of performances since
arriving in January, 2018. Given
his poor form, Solskjaer will be
expected to let go of the Chilean.
On the other hand, Valencia’s
departure is confirmed, with the
club deciding against offering
him an extension. Herrera and
Mata could both go as well, with
the former already linked to a
move to Paris Saint-Germain.
Mata has had limited playing
opportunities.DarmianandRojo
too arealmostcertaintopavethe
way for new defensive signings.
BENGALURU FC LOSE
BHUBANESWAR: Indian Super
League (ISL) champions Bengaluru FC were beaten 2-1 by
I-League champions Chennai
City in the quarter-finals of the
Super Cup at the Kalinga StadiuminBhubaneswaronThursday.NestorGordillogavethetopflight champions the lead in the
15th minute and Pedro Manzi
doubled the team’s lead seven
minutes into the second half.
SunilChhetrireducedthedeficit
witha65thminutegoalbutChennai held on for the win.
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having
proved her acting prowess and
a brand value that stood intact,
many feel nothing much has
changed for Kareena in terms
of films she chooses and brands
she gets associated with.
Neither when she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan
(in 2012) nor when she became
a mother to a boy, Taimur (in

E

M/RHEAKAPOOR

PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI

Karisma
Kapoor wore
a sari which
spelt out
‘mirchi’
PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

not just get stuck in a zone
doing the commercial kind of
films because cinema has also
moved ahead. Both Saif and I
have tried different avenues.
He did Sacred Games [on an
OTT platform] and I did radio,
so I think, hopefully, as a
couple, the idea is also to keep
evolving,” adds Kareena, who
would be seen in Good News
alongside Akshay Kumar and
the Karan Johar directorial,
Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone tagged
it as a comeback [for me] but I
don’t think I really went
anywhere; I just gave birth.
And this idea of saying that an

Spears’ health problems.
The singer’s father recently
underwent a surgery to combat
issues from his colon rupturing.

P

On Wednesday, Spears took to
Instagram to let her fans know
that she is taking some “me
time”.

PTI

Britney Spears

PHOTO: AFP

actress has made a comeback is
quite derogatory to women
because giving birth doesn’t
mean that one has to take a
sabbatical. It’s the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a box
post marriage or motherhood?
“I don’t think so,” Kareena
takes a pause, before
continuing, “It’s very sad if
people still think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different parts
like how Deepika [Padukone]
is right now — it’s about
taking up brave roles and
having the courage to do it. And
I think I’m probably the only
actress to be lucky to have
struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed her
idea of how she chooses the
brands she endorses, Kareena
is quick to respond: “I’ve never
endorsed an alcohol brand,
cigarette smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are three
basic rules I’ve always had
even before I was a mother. So,
I don’t see any reason as to why
it would change now.”
n

monika.rawal@htlive.com

Idon’twanttotalkaboutAlia’s
personallife:SoniRazdan
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.

I

It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to
talk about. Of course, we
have the typical mother
and daughter
conversations and we are
both actors, so that’s also
fun. But when it comes
to her personal life, I am
like, ‘I am her mom, why
are you asking me?’ Will I
talk about it? No. If I say
I can’t talk about it,
people think I am
rude. But I just want
to say that I am her
mother, so I don’t want
to talk about my
daughter’s personal life.
It’s not right. I don’t feel
correct doing that. It’s
not something any
mother would like to
talk about,” she says.
n

bove) N
Nita Ambani; (inset)
her embr
embroidered lehenga choli
which said, ‘Shubharambh’

PHOTOS: INSTAGRA

STOP PRESS
op icon Britney Spears has
checked into a mental health
facility. The 37-year-old singer
has enrolled into a 30-day
programme to cope with the
stress related to her father Jamie

Sonam K
Ahuja’s
lehenga choli
featuring the
phrase,
‘Everything is
AK-OK’; (right)
Rhea Kapoor
sported similar
typography in
a sari

PHOTO: PTI

Dipti Mudaliar

2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a different
kind of film, which was Veere
Di Wedding (VDW); I dabbled
with radio, and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is
creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different avenues” is
important.
“In a two-decade long career,
one has to keep exploring and

BRITNEY ENTERS MENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAMME

The ‘write’ way to go traditional

Kareena Kapoor Khan

W

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir is a young
teenage love story, so it possibly
couldn’t have got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

n

dipti.mudaliar@htlive.com

How a role left Kajal Aggarwal
physically and mentally exhausted
Sangeeta Yadav
tough role often takes a
toll on actors and Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
working in Telugu film, Sita,
has a similar story to share.
The role left her physically
exhausted and impacted her
mentally. And she says it was
easy for her to get into the skin
of the character than get out.
“Sita is a very interesting
character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was
very temperamental. When
you are 24x7 so angry and
frustrated, you are going to
feel physically exhausted,”
says Kajal.
The actor, who is currently
learning Kalaripayattu for her
upcoming movie Indian 2
starring Kamal Haasan, says it
became all the more difficult
when she started carrying
Sita’s baggage at home. “I was
losing my temper again and
again even when I was at
home. Sita wasn’t very polite
and well mannered. I felt I was
speaking badly at home for no
reason,” Kajal recalls.
To switch off from the
character, Kajal took to
meditation. “I had to
consciously shrug it off by
doing white light meditation.
I love my job and am
committed to it but I’m also
committed to my life and self,”
she says.
She further shares, “Ever
since I got into the industry I
was very clear that acting is
my job and not my whole life. I
keep that distinction clear in
my head. I love spending time
doing other things like
travelling, reading, cooking. I
believe in evolution and
growth as a person and that
has always been my priority
in life.”

A
Ridheema Tiwari

WHO DOESN’T
WANT TO BE A
PART OF REALITY
SHOWS?:
RIDHEEMA
Shreya Mukherjee

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

to Sonam K
Ahuja’s House of
Masaba sari
featuring letterings
in Tamil, wearing
your thoughts on
your ‘sleeve’, is the
new big deal in the
trend-o-sphere. It’s
not just about the
slogan T-shirt or
denims any longer. A
while back, actor
Karisma Kapoor too
was seen flaunting
the trend, with a
typography-printed

hen actor Deepika
Padukone wore a red
dupatta with the
Sanskrit phrase ‘Sada
Saubhagyavati Bhava’
embroidered in gold at her
wedding ceremony last year,
a fashionable love affair
between traditional canvas
and typography was kindled.
And it has been a whirlwind
romance ever since. From
Nita Ambani’s
‘Shubharambh’ embroidered
lehenga choli by Sabyasachi

Satya
t Paul
au sari that sp t
out ‘mirchi’ in Hindi.
Stylist Rishi Raj
asserts that
customisations such as
these, help take
“couture to the
next level”. He
adds, “It can’t get
more bespoke in
this world which
wants everything
couture. A couture
piece is like
owning an
exquisite piece of
art and its
exclusivity
increases when
you have
typography or a
slogan that’s
uniquely yours.”
A slogan is a
basic way of
telling the world
who and what
you are, what
you like and
dislike or what you
believe in. But designer
Rahul Mishra points
out that not all
occasions require one to
make a statement.

Mishra says, “I don’t think
having big slogans will work
on formal garments but I
love the idea of typography.
Slogans of any sort, on any
garment, mostly illustrate
the political or social state of
present times, and formal
functions don’t demand such
issues to be highlighted.”
On the other hand,
designer Kunal Rawal says
“there are no rules”. Kunal,
who loves customising his
creations, shares, “Go for
something that resonates
with you. Something you
want to see again and again.”
He points out, “This trend
has also given men the apt
opportunity to be as involved
as women while choosing a
garment.”
Naturally, in such a trend
explosion, one is forced to
question the longevity of the
garment with typography
and its enduring appeal. To
ensure it, stylist Isha
Bhansali advises “never opt
for something that’s in your
face, and be extremely
careful with the placement of
the slogan or the text”. She
adds, “Also, ensure that
when the slogan is
embroidered/placed on the
garment, it should be in sync
with the whole colour story
of your ensemble. Don’t
make it too colourful.
Fashion is all about the right
balance.”

nlike many of her
colleagues in the
television industry,
Ridheema Tiwari is yet to
foray into the reality TV space.
The actor shares she is keen on
it as it will give fans the chance
to see her real side.
“Which actor doesn’t want
to do a reality show? Every
time I got offers to be part of a
reality show, my prior
commitments didn’t allow me
to take it up. Recently, there
was a debate on actors losing
out on credit. That doesn’t
happen in reality shows. I
have no qualms with the
audience remembering me for
my screen name but I also
want them to know my real
name,” she says.
So what kind of reality
shows would she be interested
in? “I’m trained in
Bharatanatyam and I’ve even
received basic training in
vocals. I have an inclination
towards music and dance. I see
people learning so many dance
forms on shows like Jhalak
Dikhla Jaa and Nach Baliye. I
would want to be part of such a
show,” adds Ridheema, known
for TV shows such as Sasural
Genda Phool, Dosti...
Yaariyan... Manmarziyan,
and Ghulaam.
Mention Bigg Boss and she’s
quick to add, “I should never
say never and it’s true I enjoy
watching the show. But I don’t
want to be a part of such a
format. I feel I am not made for
the setup.”

U

n

n

PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Sita is a very interesting character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was very temperamental. I used
to feel drained out after acting. I like challenging roles
but I never thought this will be so challenging that it will
start affecting my personal life.
KAJAL AGGARWAL ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.
Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR I DAY, A P R I L 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown
Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green
Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:25PM 03:55PM
05:35PM 09:05PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:05AM
12:35PM 11:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:25AM
02:55PM 05:55PM 08:05PM
11:35PM
Kesari 01:05PM 03:05PM
06:25PM 08:25PM 10:45PM

MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 02:40PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 10:00AM
08:00PM 09:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:20AM
01:25PM 04:30PM 07:35PM
10:40PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:05PM
05:25PM
Kesari 12:50PM 06:45PM

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh

SHINE ON
THIS
SUMMER

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE
n Cooling mist:

Revamp your beauty regimen and keep your skin
protected from the extreme heat

Susan Jose
ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body

S

odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can lead to
scars on the face and body,
hyperpigmentation can
make the skin appear dark,
and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild
exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and
repeat it every four hours
spent
in the sun.

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oil-

based sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine
helps. However, do
not do it too
aggressively, for

it will dry out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light
moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear of
heavy, occlusive creams and
ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and
oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the

Cucumber juice, rose
water and mint. Spray
this every few hours on
the skin to keep it cool
and hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning.
Mix this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20
minutes before rinsing
it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
This mask helps to keep
the skin hydrated and
makes it smooth and
healthy looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before
applying on the skin.
Rinse off the paste
after 15 to 20 minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz
Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com

Kesari 10:00AM 01:15PM
04:30PM 07:45PM 11:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 12:50PM
06:20PM 11:55PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
11:30AM 01:05PM 02:35PM
04:10PM 05:40PM 07:15PM
08:45PM 10:20PM 11:50PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:00AM
03:40PM 09:10PM 11:40PM
Junglee 10:10AM
Lucifer Malayalam 11:30AM
The Least Of These English
12:40PM
Mera Naam Shaji Malayalam
03:00PM
Shazam! English 03:15PM
08:45PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:35PM
Majili Telugu 06:00PM
Fighting with My Family
English 06:15PM 11:45PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
06:25PM
Badla 09:00PM
Super Deluxe Tamil 09:15PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Captain Marvel English (4DX)
10:00AM
Shazam! English (4DX) 12:45PM
06:20PM 11:45PM
Dumbo English (4DX) 03:45PM
How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World English
(4DX) 09:20PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 12:30PM 06:10PM
09:00PM 11:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
11:00AM 02:05PM 03:50PM
05:10PM 08:15PM 11:20PM
Kesari 12:35PM 07:05PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:10PM
08:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:20PM
Shazam! English 05:50PM
11:30PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
12:05PM 02:55PM 04:00PM
05:30PM 08:20PM 10:55PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:35AM
03:00PM 08:25PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:45AM 12:20PM 03:05PM
05:45PM 08:15PM 11:15PM
Junglee 10:30AM
Shazam! English 12:15PM
10:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 05:35PM
Kesari 01:00PM 06:45PM
09:45PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:05PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
Kesari 04:10PM

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Kesari 09:40AM 12:55PM
04:10PM 07:25PM 10:40PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:45AM
11:15AM 12:50PM 02:20PM
03:55PM 07:00PM 08:30PM
10:05PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi

09:50AM 12:40PM 03:30PM
04:40PM 06:20PM 09:10PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:50AM
12:30PM 06:00PM 08:40PM
11:20PM
Junglee 11:00AM
Band Vaaje Punjabi 01:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:10PM
Shazam! English 04:00PM
10:00PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
05:25PM
Badla 07:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:35PM 04:40PM 07:45PM
10:50PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
11:05AM 01:55PM 11:00PM
Kesari 04:45PM
Shazam! English 08:00PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:20AM
02:50PM 08:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 11:40AM 03:35PM
05:30PM 08:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
11:45AM 01:15PM 02:25PM
04:20PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
11:00PM
Kesari 10:20AM 01:25PM
07:00PM 10:05PM
Shazam! English 12:45PM
09:10PM
Junglee 04:30PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
05:25PM
Badla 10:55PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 12:00PM 05:00PM
07:50PM 10:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
09:00AM 11:45AM 02:30PM
04:00PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:30AM
02:40PM 07:40PM
Kesari 10:00AM 01:00PM
06:45PM 09:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 11:30AM
02:20PM 10:30PM
Shazam! English 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kesari 09:30AM 12:50PM
05:15PM 11:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 02:30PM 08:20PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
12:25PM 01:35PM 04:40PM
06:00PM 07:45PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 11:40AM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:25PM
09:00PM
Junglee 04:00PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 02:55PM 05:35PM
08:15PM
Kesari 09:35AM 12:45PM
03:55PM 07:05PM
10:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
12:00PM 01:15PM 04:20PM
07:25PM 10:30PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:55PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:10AM
08:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:20PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
07:05PM 10:00PM
Junglee 12:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
12:35PM
Kesari 03:15PM 06:15PM
09:15PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:30PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
06:15PM 07:00PM 09:15PM
Shazam! Hindi 10:15AM
01:00PM 09:45PM
Shazam! English 06:45PM
Kesari 10:30AM 10:00PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:50PM
03:50PM
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Here’s why Javier
Bardem struggles
for work in Spain
e is Spain’s best-known
actor, but Javier Bardem
says he has trouble
getting work there. “I work
much less in Spain than I
would like to,” the Oscar
winner revealed as the Nantes
Spanish film festival in
western France staged a
retrospective of his work.
“I don’t get the scripts
because people think I live
abroad, or that I would be
looking for stratospheric
money, which is not true,” he
added.
“If a film has a budget, of
course I want to be paid, but if
not, we can find another way.
I am prepared to be flexible,”
said the actor, who tends to
alternate between Hollywood
blockbusters such as Pirates
of the Caribbean: Dead Men
Tell No Tales (2017) and edgier
independent European and
American films.

H
A still from the upcoming Punjabi movie, Manje Bistre 2.

PHOTO: HTCS

‘Manje Bistre 2 will set a new
culture in the Punjabi cinema’

anje Bistre 2 will set a
new culture in the
Punjabi cinema, as the
film is based on traditional
way of wedding with some
modern tadka, claim the
makers. Shooting of the
movie is done in Canada. The
story is about a man residing
in Canada who wants to get
married there, but his
grandfather wants him to
get married in Punjab with
all rituals; and in the end,
it is decided that the wedding
will take place in Canada
with all customs.
The movie is directed
by Baljeet Singh Deo and is
co-produced by Gippy
Grewal, Jaggi Singh and
King Randhawa.
Manje Bistre 2 has a huge
star cast with big names such
as Gippy, Gurpreet Ghuggi,
Karamjit Anmol, BN
Sharma, Sardar Sohi,

M

MANJE BISTRE 2 IS ALL SET TO RELEASE
IN YOUR NEAREST THEATRES ON APRIL 12,
UNDER GIPPY GREWAL’S HOME BANNER,
HUMBLE MOTION PICTURES
Raghavir Bid, Malkit Roni,
Rana Jung Bahadur,
Gurpreet Bhangu, Hobby
Dhaliwal, Harbi Sangha,
Banerinder Buni, Jaggi
Singh and Davinder Daman.

ACTORS SPEAK
“This is a special movie for
me. Also this is my first
venture with Gippi Grewal . I
am very happy to be
associated with Manje Bistre
2,” says actor Simmi Chahal.
“The movie will entertain
audience of every age group.
A new era of wedding films

began in Punjab after Manje
Bistre. It was a big challenge
for them to make their film
different from other films. So
they had to make many
changes in their story and
choose the place such as
Canada for shooting this
film. This will be a family
comedy film,” says actorproducer Gippy Grewal.
Manje Bistre 2 will be
released in your nearest
theatre on 12th of April 2019
under Gippy Grewal’s home
banner, Humble Motion
Pictures.

It’s a boy, again! Actor Amber
Rose expecting second son

Bardem, who turned 50 last
month, is not tempted to make
the transition to the director’s
chair — though he can see
why some of his peers are
tempted.
“Playing a role is an
enormous act of trust and
generosity. You offer yourself
for someone else to work with
and manipulate, and not
always for the better. I can see
how an actor would say, ‘Now
I want to direct my own
work,’“ he added.
“But directing is much
more than that; it’s an
extraordinarily difficult job. I
don’t feel I would be able to do
it well, and more importantly
I don’t feel the need to,”
AFP
Bardem explained.

Javier Bardem won best
supporting actor Oscar for the
Coen brothers’ No Country for
Old Men PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/AFP

BARDEM, WHO TURNED 50 LAST MONTH, IS NOT
TEMPTED TO MAKE THE TRANSITION TO THE
DIRECTOR’S CHAIR — THOUGH HE CAN SEE
WHY SOME OF HIS PEERS ARE

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

A still from
Coca Cola

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
Coca Cola
First Class
Aankh Marey
Ghar More Pardesiya
Nai Lagda
Bumro
Bulleya
Teri Mitti
Mungda
Tu Na Mera

Film/album
Luka Chuppi
Kalank
Simmba
Kalank
Notebook
Notebook
RAW
Kesari
Total Dhamaal
Arjun Kanungo

Amber Rose has a
six-year-old son,
Sebastian Taylor
Thomaz, with exhusband, rapper
Wiz Khalifa
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

odel-actor Amber Rose is
set to welcome her
second child. She is
pregnant with boyfriend,
Alexander AE Edwards’ baby
and it will be the couple’s first
child together.
Rose is already mom to sixyear-old son Sebastian Taylor
Thomaz, with ex-husband
rapper Wiz Khalifa.
“@ae4president and I are
SUPER excited to announce
that we have a Sweet little
Baby Boy on the way! (sic)”
she wrote on Instagram,
alongside a photo of her
getting an ultrasound.
“P.S Sebastian is soooooo
Happy to be a big brother!”,
she added.
Rose and AE have been
dating since September 2018,
according to TMZ, and went
public with their relationship
in October. “Even when it’s
dark.. my SON will shine,”
Alexander wrote along with
the same picture on his
Instagram. Rose received
congratulatory messages in
her comments, and celebs, too,
expressed their happiness.
Singer-actor Demi Lovato, for
instance, wrote, “Congrats
mama.”
HTC

M
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Akriti looking
to explore
more of
Punjabi folk

Neha Kakkar has
crossed 20 million
followers on
Instagram and is
one of the most
followed Indian
musicians on
YouTube
PHOTO: AMAL KS/HT

aturday Saturday and Iski
Uski singer Akriti Kakar
has expressed her wish to
sing more songs in the Punjabi
film industry.
“I had sung in a Punjabi film
(Chak Jawana) for Gurdas
Maan saab and also for Jaidev
(Kumar). I would love to sing
more in the Punjab film
industry,” Akriti says.
The singer has come up
with new version of the
Punjabi folk songs Chitta
Kukkad and Baage Vich.
“A lot of people (her fans)
wanted to hear folk music.
So I thought, why not start
with Punjabi folk that I’ve not
done before. It’s been a very
major part of my growing-up
years. [In] all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he used to play
folk songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and Surinder
Kaur,” she says.
“I think that is how it
became an integral part of my
life. That’s also the reason why
I chose to sing these folk songs.
I would love to explore more,
be it Punjabi folk or folk music
from other places such as
Gujarat, Bengal, south India,
Himachal Pradesh or
Rajasthan. So, yes, you might
see me do more folk songs,”
Akriti concludes.
IANS

S

At the moment, singer Neha
Kakkar is choosing to look only at
the unconditional love of her fans
Samarth Goyal
ne of the most popular
singers in the industry
today, singer Neha
Kakkar says she is
extremely grateful for all the
love coming her way. “I am
still not being able to believe
that I receive so much of love
and positive comments from
people all over. It’s all still a
dream to me,” says Neha, who
recently crossed 20 million
followers on Instagram.
“I didn’t even know that so
many people already follow
me. It’s something that is so
surreal and unbelievable. I
am thankful and grateful to be
here in this industry, and I am
lucky to have worked with
some of the best musicians in
the country. I couldn’t have
asked for more,” adds Neha,
who is a part of the second

O

Punjabi folk been a
very major part of my
growing-up years. [In]
all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he
used to play folk
songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and
Surinder Kaur.
AKRITI KAKAR SINGER

season of T-Series MixTape.
Apart from boasting a huge
fan following on Instagram,
the 30-year-old singer, has also
become one of the most
followed musicians from India
on YouTube. “It happened a
couple of months back, and I
didn’t even realise how big
this is. It means that people
from across the globe like my
voice and really appreciate the
work I do,” says Neha, who
sang the Aankh Marey
remake in Simmba (2018).
The singer recently also
sang the film version of her
brother Tony Kakkar’s Coca
Cola, for Luka Chuppi. “I
loved that song when it
released and I was so proud of
my brother to have produced
such a song. He called me one
day and said, ‘ Neha, Coca
Cola will be used in a film, and
I want you to sing it in the film.

I was so happy, and so
proud that I was able to
lend my voice to a song
that is so popular and
loved by so many
people,” Neha says,
adding that the
success and plaudits
mean no negativity
can affect her.
“I have been part
of so many amazing
songs that I feel
extremely grateful to
be part of songs that
are such big hits. I have
realised that there will
be people who will be
full of hatred towards
you and your work, but
there will be many more
who will love you
unconditionally, and
support you no matter
what,” she concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

ON THIS DAY IN 1994

Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain committed suicide by shooting
himself in the head at his home in Seattle. Cobain’s body wasn’t
discovered until April 8, by an electrician who had arrived to install
a security system, and initially believed that Cobain was asleep,
until he saw the shotgun pointing at his chin. A suicide note was
found that said, “I haven’t felt the excitement of listening to as
well as creating music, along with really writing . . . for too many
years now”. A high concentration of heroin and traces of Valium
were found in Cobain’s body.

‘Need somebody
like myself to back
me if I direct again’

‘I don’t
look back
and wonder
what, why
and why
not’
Juhi Chakraborty
e has been around in
Bollywood for almost a
decade and a half now but
Samir Kochhar’s film roles
have been sporadic and largely
forgettable. Seen in Zeher
(2005), Jannat (2008) and
Housefull 3 (2016), none of
Samir’s appearances has been
memorable enough for him to
stake a claim as a credible face
in the wide open world of films.
“I was 20 when I moved from
Delhi to Mumbai and my sole
aim was to become a part of the
acting world. Sometimes I
grabbed certain things and I let
go of certain roles. And I guess
some things were not meant to
happen,” he shares.
The actor says that a lack of
familiarity with the dynamics
of showbiz is to blame. “I was
from Delhi and I did not know

H

I was from Delhi and I did not know the trade because I
didn’t have any connection in the film world... It took me
a while to understand how things work here.
SAMIR KOCHHAR ACTOR AND SPORTS PRESENTER
the entire trade because I didn’t
have any connection in the film
world. My mother is PhD and
my father is a CA. It took me a
while to understand how things
work here,” he explains.
But it seems all of that is
changing now — Samir made a
successful appearance in last
year’s web series Sacred
Games. The 38-year-old will be
seen in its second season this
year, along with Sujoy Ghosh’s
Typewriter. He says he is
“relishing” the kind of work he
is doing now. “I am putting all
my focus on acting right now
and not looking at anything

else. There is a time for
everything and I think now is
the time. I don’t look back and
wonder what, why and why
not. I am not someone who is
discontent,” says Samir, who
has been an active cricket
broadcaster and also owns a
football team.
“Sport is a great leveller. It
teaches you to be a unit. It has
changed my perspective and
how I look at my own life. I
have learnt how to be a sport
when going through a rough
patch in professional or in
personal life,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Rishabh Suri
is only directorial venture
till date might be the 2017
film Raabta, but Dinesh
Vijan is no stranger to making
films — as a producer, he has to
his credit successful films such
as Being Cyrus (2005), Love Aaj
Kal (2009), Go Goa Gone (2013),
Badlapur (2015), Hindi Medium
(2017), Stree (2018) and the
recent Luka Chuppi.
And he doesn’t plan on going
behind the camera anytime
soon either. “When I directed
for a year and a half, I could
only [produce] Hindi Medium.
If I feel the need to direct again,
I need somebody like me (to
back me). Agent Vinod (2012)
taught me how to make
Badlapur (2015)... films teach
you a lot... failures, more than
successes. Similarly, with
Raabta, what I realised is that
the fascination and aspiration
towards the West is no more.
Hindi Medium [showed] well
that people want stories about
them, from them, by them.”
This realisation Vijan also
owes to Badlapur, which was
based entirely in India. “Since
Badlapur, there’s a bhandaar!
That’s the first learning,” he
says, adding that new directors
need someone to tell them their
positives and flaws. “The
second learning is to back
directors in the best way
possible, so when he needs me,
I am there. I am like the
audience’s point of view. For a
director, the film is his love
(hence the guidance). There
are directors waiting for me.
For me to get back into
direction, I need a resource. It’s
important to have a producer
that backs you,” the producer
says.
Vijan, who has his hands
full with several projects, is at
the moment looking forward to
beginning Hindi Medium 2.

H

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Films teach you a lot...
Failures do, more than
successes. With
Raabta, what I realised
is that the fascination
and aspiration towards
the West is no more.
Filmmaker Dinesh Vijan says that a producer needs to give his director
PHOTO: SARANG GUPTA/HT
the audience’s perspective

DINESH VIJAN FILMMAKER
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FARAH KHAN
EXCITED TO HELM
‘B-TOWN MUSICAL’

‘I FIND B’WOOD
PARTIES
PRETENTIOUS’
Emraan Hashmi
has spent two
decades in the
industry being
true to himself

ilmmaker Farah Khan
says her upcoming
directorial will be the
remake of a popular
Indian film and will be
mounted as a massive
Bollywood musical.
Recently, director Rohit
Shetty announced he will
produce a film to be directed
by Farah. The latter, known
for making out-and-out
potboilers inspired by Hindi
cinema of the ’70s and ’80s,
says the currently untitled
movie is right in her zone.
“Rohit and I are extremely
excited. We are making a

F

05

really big, massive Bollywood
musical. It’ll be absolutely
my kind of a movie. We are
probably the last two left
to make this kind of big,
entertaining cinema,”
she says.
The director says the script
is being given final touches.
“The script is almost done,
we are just about finishing it.
It’s a remake. We have bought
the rights of an Indian movie
and are revamping it
currently.”
There were reports the duo
will remake Satte Pe Satta
(1982), but so far there is no
confirmation. Farah says the
team will announce the star
cast soon. “Rohit has
promised to come and do the
action for the movie. I’m
looking forward to it,” she
adds.
PTI

PHOTO:
YOGEN
SHAH

Marilyn Monroe is
one of Hollywood’s
biggest icons ever

Rishabh Suri

PHOTO: BARON/

e’s been an insider, yet
far away from all the
trappings that come
with it. Actor Emraan
Hashmi prefers calling a spade
a spade, and it’s how he’s by
default, not design. His selfconfidence might come across
as arrogance to some, but it
isn’t the case. Not many know
he started his career by
assisting on films, and at that
time too, wasn’t the one to
please people all the time.
“I am not arrogant. I just
failed to see the point of
standing outside the make-up
van of the actors. I would just
say ‘Chal na, shot pe aaja’. It
was of course, all in jest! Aftab
(Shivdasani) was like a friend.
The first film I had assisted on
was his Kasoor (2001). He’s a
nice guy. Actually at the end of
the shoot, he mimicked the
assistants, how everyone of
them would call the actors.
One was demure and too shy to
call him. And then there was
me, saying ‘Pappy, chal na’
and he mimicked walking
away! (laughs). It’s therefore
not arrogance,” says Emraan,
who was recently seen in
Why Cheat India, and will be
seen next in a web series, Bard
of Blood.
Not one to grow up on a
steady diet of films, he tells us
about his brush with Hindi
films before he stepped into
acting. “I had a fair bit of
experience from western
films, but it isn’t as if I didn’t
watch Hindi films. There were
some of Mr (Amitabh)
Bachchan’s, Raj Kapoor’s,
Dilip Kumar’s films. Unless I
took a liking to an actor, I
wouldn’t follow their graph,”
he says.
Emraan has kept his head

H

GETTY IMAGES

Marilyn Monroe
TV drama series
is in the works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public
figures such as former US
President John F Kennedy
and Robert F Kennedy.
The show will be based on
parts of Keith Badman’s book
The Final Years of Marilyn
Monroe: The Shocking True
Story, the studio said in a
statement.
Monroe, who died in 1962 at
the age of 36 of a suspected
suicide, starred in hits such as
The Seven Year Itch (1955)
and Some Like It Hot (1959).
The producers said the
series would cover a period in
which her behaviour became
increasingly erratic as her
dependence on alcohol and
medication caused her
glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in
reporting her overdose on the
night of her death.
Dan Sefton, who is set to

A

on his shoulders, and has
therefore been able to sustain
himself for almost two decades
in this industry. One thing he
still maintains is not going to
Bollywood parties. “I never
took a liking to it. I found the

whole world very synthetic.
You don’t get to know people at
parties… it’s very weird. I did
go to a few early on, but I never
took a liking to them,” Emraan
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken
seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men
who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it
ever was.”
No broadcaster or platform
is attached to the project as
yet. Previously, projects such
as My Week with Marilyn
(2011), which featured
Michelle Williams as Monroe,
and 2015’s made-for-TV
drama film The Secret Life of
Marilyn Monroe with Kelli
Garner in the lead, have
explored parts of the
Hollywood legend’s life.
PTI
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Max
Clear 34.8°c

tricityalert
POWER
The power supply
will remain suspended in parts of Sectors 5,
6, 7, 20, 23, 30, 36, 37, UT Guest
House and Golf Club from
10am to 4pm on Friday; in
parts of Bank Colony, Police
Colony, MHC, Duplex, Subhash Nagar, Telephone
Exchange in Manimajra,
Kishangarh and residential
area fed by 220 KV power grid
sub-station, Kishangarh, from
10am to 5pm.

shortstories
WOMAN LOSES
₹10K, GOLD CHAIN
TO SNATCHERS IN
SECTOR 39
CHANDIGARH: Two scooter-borne
men snatched a purse containing
₹10,000 and jewellery from a
woman in Sector 39 on Thursday
police said. Police said victim
Gurinder Kaur alleged that she
along with her husband went to
Sector 40 ATM to withdraw cash.
On her way back on a scooter, two
men riding a scooter snatched her
purse near the Sector 39-B petrol
pump. Apart from the cash, there
was a gold chain and other documents in the purse. A theft case
has been registered at the Sector
HTC
39 police station.

250 cases of beer
recovered
MOHALI:Police recovered 250
cases of beer from a truck in
Zirakpur on Thursday and arrested
a man in this regard. The beer
bottles were being taken from
Chandigarh to Ludhiana. The
accused has been identified as
Onkar Singh of Gurdaspur. Police
have registered a case under the
Excise Act at the Zirakpur police
HTC
station.

2 land in police net for illegal
sand mining in Pinjore
PANCHKULA: Police arrested two
men out of the four who were
booked for carrying out illegal
sand mining in Pinjore on Thursday.
As per police, a team of officials
from Haryana mines and geology
department with officials from
Panchkula department conducted
an inspection.
››P5

Min

Max

17.9°c Humidity 72%

Min

28%

TWO BOOKED

BADDI RESIDENT
DUPED OF ₹4.8L >>p3

Anti-littering drive
reachesresidential
areas,10challaned

KARANDEEP, JEEV SHINE

>>p6

IN FULL CRY

ACTING TOUGH MC has started challaning residents for not
keeping their surroundings clean; offence attracts ₹10K fine
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The municipal cor-

poration has started taking the
litterbugs to task in the residential areas. Of the 186 challans
issued in the last three days, 10
were handed to residents for littering or storing waste outside
their houses.
Each challan for littering in
markets and residential areas
carries a fine of ₹10,000. For
street vendors, there is a provision of ₹500 for littering.
Medical health officer Dr
Amrit Warring said challans
were issued to residents in sectors 41, 42 and 43. “People can’t
keep waste outside their houses,
which is akin to littering and a
violation under recently notified
solid waste management
bylaws,” he said.
He said there were instances
wherein residents were caught
red-handed throwing waste in
the open. “People are therefore
requested to handle the waste
properly within their premises
and don’t litter,” he said.
As many as 15 types of penalties ranging between ₹200 to ₹1
lakh have been notified in the
waste management bylaws last
week. They were finalised in
2018, however, the administration rushed into notifying it only
after city’s low ranking in the
Swachh Survekshan in which it
slipped from third spot to 20th.
MC commissioner KK Yadav
said the civic body as of now is
concentrating on littering.
“Challans for other violations,
such as non-segregation of waste
will start once the MC stream-

lines its waste collection system,
which is under process,” he said.
EATERIES CHALLANED
Among the eating joints fined for
littering include KFC, Nik Bakers and Sindhi Sweets outlets in
Sector 9.
Warring said the eateries
were not maintaining proper
bins on their premises, leading to
unhygienic conditions around
their premises. “As far as street
food vendors were concerned,
they were not storing waste in
their containers as per rules,
which is also a violation,” he
said.
MC commissioner said every
commercial establishment has
the duty to ensure that waste
generated from their premises is
properly stored and disposed of
as per rules.

debate of
the week
WAR ON WASTE

HOW CAN WE
HELP KEEP THE
TRICITY FREE OF
LITTERING?
Hefty fines for littering have
been imposed by the MC in
Chandigarh, but in a city with a
high literacy rate it’s time every
Chandigarhian took charge of his
or her surroundings and sectors.
What have you done so far?
Write to chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by April 5.

“If they litter their surroundings, they will be fined as per the
rules,” he said
Sources said that MC sanitation teams will visit Sukhna
Lake on Friday and target vendors as well as shopkeepers who
generally don’t take care of
proper waste disposal.
“We got a complaint from an
NGO regarding littering at
Sukhna and other tourist places.
We will visit there and take
action accordingly,” he said.
BURNING LEAVES
BANNED
MC chief KK Yadav has issued
directions to its staff as well as
public not to burn leaves, as it
leads to pollution. Yadav said he
will deal strictly with the staff if
they were found burning leaves.
If a private person is found doing
it, he or she will be challaned as
per the bylaws, he said. As per
rules, burning of waste/leaves
attracts a fine of ₹5,000.
OFFICIAL MALTREATED ,
MC TO FILE COMPLAINT
The MC will lodge a police complaint against a firm in Sector 41
after one of its staff members was
maltreated during the the drive.
MHO Dr Amrit Warring said
there were chemical containers
and other articles outside a the
office of a pharmaceutical firm in
Sector 41. After the MC inspector
challaned the firm, the workers
used foul language against the
inspector and also refused to
accept the challan. “This
amounts to obstruction of government duty. We will approach
the police with evidence,” he
said.

n

Jubilant students capturing the moment after the annual convocation at Government College for Girls, Sector 11, in Chandigarh on
Thursday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

After mother roughed up in brawl,
19-yr-old boy hangs self in Kharar
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:A19-year-oldboyhanged

himselfashereportedlycouldn’t
bearthepainseeinghismother’s
clothes being torn when she
intervened to save him from
beingbeatenupbyagroupoffour
people in Kharar on Wednesday
evening. The deceased has been
identified as Akbar alias Aku,
who was found hanging at his
house on Wednesday night.
On the complaint of Akbar’s
mother Rupa, 38, a scrap dealer,
Kharar(city)policehavebooked
Rinku, Bunty, Rama alias Sethi
and Surinder alias Gulgula of
Bangala Basti under Section 306
(abetment to suicide).
As per the police, Akbar was
the eldest among three brothers.
Rupatoldthepolicethataftershe
was told by her niece that Akbar

DEEPAK WAS PAINED AT
SEEING HIS MOTHER
BEING ASSAULTED WHEN
SHE CAME TO SAVE HIM
FROM BEING BEATEN UP
was being beaten up, she went to
save him. She said one of the
accused, Rinku, tore her clothes
and pushed her to the ground.
When she raised an alarm, the
accused fled from the spot and
neighbours came to her rescue.
Akbar and Rupa returned
home and he went to his room on
the first floor. When he did not
come down for long, his younger
brotherwentlookingforhim and
found Akbar hanging from the
ceiling.HewasrushedtoKharar
civil hospital where he was
declared brought dead.

Fraud accused makes
suicide bid in custody
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Anaccusedinacheat-

ingcasetriedtocommitsuicidein
police custody on Wednesday.
According to the police, the
accused, Deepak, a resident of
Sector 24 here, was arrested on
March 28 in a fraud case dating
back to 2016. He was in police
remand andon Wednesday after
his remand got over, he was producedinacourtthatextendedhis
remand by two days.
However, when the accused
was taken back to the Sector 7
police post, he went to the washroom,whereheslashedhiswrist.

Sub-inspector Mohan Lal, the
in-charge of Sector 7 police post,
said,“Theaccusedtriedtocuthis
veins in the washroom.”
He was taken to Panchkula
civil hospital for treatment. The
accused,alongwithhisaccomplices,was arrested forforgingdocuments and avail a loan of ₹25
lakh from the Sector 8 Andhra
Bank branch in 2016 . A case was
registered at the Sector 5 police
station on the complaint of the
bank manager.
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP) Noopur Bishnoi
said,“WehavebookedDeepak in
another case under Section 309
(attempt to suicide) of the IPC.

Navjot Sidhu not on Chandigarh Delay in naming
adds to
Congress star campaigners’ list candidate
anxiety within BJP
election

Munieshwer A Sagar

2019

n

BATTLEFIELD UT

CHANDIGARH: Anxiety is mounting in the faction-ridden Chandigarh unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as the suspense over the candidate from
city’s lone Lok Sabha seat persists. The announcement of
Pawan Kumar Bansal as the
Congress candidate has added
pressure on the BJP workers.
The buzz is rife in the city unit
that the BJP central election
committee (CEC) will be
announcing the party’s nominee during the Navratras,
beginning on April 6.
Sitting MP Kirron Kher, local
unit president Sanjay Tandon
and former MP Satya Pal Jain
are in the reckoning for the
ticket.
“Though, the Congress
announced the candidate only a
couple of days ago, more delay
will add to fissures in the BJP.
Tension is brewing among supporters of three contenders for
the seat,” said a senior leader,
who didn’t want to be named.
Commenting on impact of
delay in party’s campaign,
former BJP MP Satya Pal Jain,
said, “The party campaign has
started but individual candidate
campaign has to wait till the
name is finalised. The poll is in
the last phase so there is still
time for the announcement.”

Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Known for his witty

one-liners, cricketer-turned-politican Navjot Singh Sidhu has
not made it to the Chandigarh
Congress’s star campaigner list.
The list has names of Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, former
PMManmohanSinghamongthe
17 leaders that the party sought
to stir its poll prospects in the
run up to May 19 polls. When
asked why his name is missing,
local Congress president Pradeep Chhabra tried to play down
the issue.
“Our election is in the last
phase. We will send another list
of star campaigners so that those
getting free from campaigning in
other states can come here,” he
said.
Party insiders, however, link
it with his (Sidhu) wife’s claim
for ticket, which she didn’t get.
A local leader said that
Sidhu’s wife Navjot Kaur was a
strong claimant for the ticket. If
the local Congress unit had
sought Sidhu’s presence for campaigning here, it would have
strengthened her claim for
Chandigarh seat. Majority of the
local Congress leaders had
endorsed Bansal’s name.
A section of party leaders,
however, feel that Sidhu must be
called for campaigning since
Chandigarh has 10% Sikh votes.

n

Supporters welcoming Congress nominee Pawan Kumar Bansal at his election office in Chandigarh on
Thursday.
HT PHOTO

“We need to swing the Sikh votes
in our favour especially when
the Congress is strong in Punjab,” said a local leader.
Sidhu, who hogged the limelight over his push for the Kartarpur corridor pact between
India and Pakistan, was votercatcher for the Congress in the
recent assembly elections. His
remarks over the Pulwama terror attack has raised many a eyebrows.
LIST A MIX OF CENTRAL
AND STATE LEADERS
Chandigarh Congress’s list is a

mix of central and state leaders.
From the region, they have
sought rallies of Punjab chief
minister Amarinder Singh and
former CMs of Haryana,Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
— Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Virbhadra Singh and Harish Rawat
— respectively.
Ambika Soni, Meera Kumar,
Asha Kumari, Gulab Nabi Azad
are among the Congress central
leaders who have been sought
from campaigning. To woo the
young crowd, Sachin Pilot’s
rally has also been requested by
the local unit.

TEJASHWAI YADAV,
URMILA MATONDKAR
ALSO ON THE LIST
The local unit has also sought
Urmilla Matondkar’s rally as
her presence will add glamour to
the campaign. She recently
joined the Congress is a party
candidate from a segment in
Mumbai.
To woo the voters from Poorvanchal states, the Congress
wants RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav’s public meeting here. In
2014, the Congress had lost votes
of migrants due to the presence
of AAP.

munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

UNCERTAINTY DESPITE
THREE SURVEYS
On March 22, BJP Chandigarh
state election committee,
briefed the party’s central elec-

tion committee (CEC) on the
winnability of three prospective
candidates for the seat.
“After the meeting concluded, the local city unit was
abuzz that the decision has been
taken and the name will be out
the next day,” said a local leader
privy to the CEC meeting briefing.
However, the CEC didn’t
declare candidate for the Chandigarh seat .
“Instead, on March 23, the
local Shakti Kendra pradhans
and mandal pradhans got calls
from Delhi seeking their views
on the probables,” said the
leader.
This was the third survey
conducted by the party in the
last three months on the choice
of candidate.
Around three months back, a
general survey of city voters
was conducted. Two months
ago, views of the party workers
were taken. In February, the
party central leadership had
also taken views of the local
leadership of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) on the
issue.
“Winnability of individual
candidates is crucial in this election so the party is taking its
time to decide the nominee,”
said the leader.
“The state election committee has done its work and submitted three names to the central election committee (CEC).
Now, it is up to the CEC to
decide. However, whosoever is
declared the BJP nominee, each
one of us will work for the
party’s success,” Tandon said.

n

Visitors at Sukhna were forced to resort to take precautions against
HT PHOTO
the sunrays on Thursday.

Temperature nears
35°C, light rain
likely on weekend
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Summer seems to
have arrived in the city early this
year with the maximum temperature touching 34.8 degrees Celsius on Thursday.
The maximum temperature
rose by 1 degree as compared to
Wednesday. Some relief is
expectedovertheweekendasthe
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted rain
on Friday and Saturday.
IMD officials said, “The city
may witness thunderstorm and
light rain on Friday night and
Saturday. The rain will be light
and is unlikely to affect the temperature much.”
Officials said the gusty winds

IMD OFFICIALS SAY
GUSTY WINDS MAY
SWEEP THE CITY IN THE
NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS
reaching a speed up to 50 km/h
will also sweep the city. “The
winds will remain a regular feature in the city throughout April
and May,” they said.
Minimum temperature rose
from 17.2 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday to 18.8 degrees Celsius on Thursday.
In the next three days, maximum temperature will remain
between 34 and 35 degrees Celsius, while the minimum temperature will hover around 21
degrees C.
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO MOHALI VOTERS WANT

HOMES FOR ELDERLY, PROTECTION FOR HONEST OFFICERS AND SPORTS FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN
ORDER, ORDER Politicians have failed to address urgent needs of senior citizens; not bothered about motivating youngsters to take up sports and not provided us basic amenities, say residents
NO PROTECTION
FOR HONEST
OFFICIALS

WE’VE BEEN
DEMANDING AN
OLD AGE HOME

WE’RE DRINKING
CONTAMINATED
WATER

NO ELECTRICITY,
WATER OR GOOD
ROADS

Jaspal Singh Dappar,
53, Advocate

Shalinder Anand, 52,
Former chairman,
Mohali Property
Consultant Association

Ashok Sharma, 65,
President, Beopar
Mandal, Kharar

Amanpreet Kaur, 27,
Sector 68 resident

Law and order situation has
to be improved . The recent
murder of an official in the
Punjab government’s food
and drug administration has
shocked citizens, requiring
serious confidence-building
measures. Honest officers
doing their duty have to be
provided security. CCTV
cameras should be installed
in all government offices.
Steps taken to check
corruption can include
setting up of a system for
speedy delivery of justice.
Special designated courts
should be set up so that
faith in the judicial system
is restored.

CHILDREN NEED
QUALITY
EDUCATION
Harnek Singh Mavi, 63,
President, Government
Teachers’ Union
There is a need to focus on
the education sector and
check privatisation of
schools. Infrastructure in
government schools has to
be improved to provide
quality education at affordable prices. Education for
private schools has become
a business and parents are
being fleeced. Vacancies for
government school teachers have to be filled and
temporary teachers need to
be regularised. For improved results government
school teachers should be
exempted from non-academic duties.

GOOD SPORTS
FACILITIES
FOR ALL
Hari Krishan Harry, 30,
Fitness trainer, runs a
gym in Phase 7, Mohali
Youngsters should be
encouraged to take up
sports as a career and get
every sort of financial aid
possible. Our new MP can
help train talented children
with special grants as
students from the middle
classes cannot afford the
high fee charged by sports
academies. Though Mohali
has adequate sports infrastructure such as an indoor
stadium, multipurpose
complexes and a hockey
stadium but their management has been handed over
to private parties, which
makes them unaffordable.

The long-pending demand
of the residents of Mohali is
to have an old age home
here, but despite several
requests we made to the
authorities nothing has
been done. The municipal
corporation and the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA) have
also failed to tackle the
sanitation issue, encroachments and stray cattle
menace in the city because
of which Mohali slipped in
Swacch rankings. Quick
action should be taken to
tackle these issues.

DO SOMETHING
ABOUT PARKING
CHAOS
Manoj Verma, 44,
General secretary,
Market Welfare
Association, Phase-9
We have a big problem
with haphazard parking in
the market and wonder
why people can’t park their
vehicles properly.
Encroachments are also an
issue in the city’s main
markets. The law governing the action against
encroachments is quite
lenient. There should be
penal provisions. When MC
staff goes to take action
against the encroachers,
politicians are known to
force higher officials of the
civic body to stop the
drive.

No safe water facilities exist
in Mohali areas. People are
forced to consume contaminated water because of lack
of sewerage treatment
plants to purify water.
Often water supply to our
areas remains cut off for
hours and we suffer. Unemployment is forcing students with higher education degrees to sit idle as
they don’t have jobs. GST is
another of the traders’
problems. Unfortunately
there are no authorities
now who can look into the
issues of the traders’
community.

Mohali lacks basic amenities
such as water, electricity
and smooth roads for which
we pay huge taxes. The
education system too needs
to be revamped. Schools,
colleges and universities are
charging a huge amount of
money but the students are
not being provided quality
education. Most of the
private institutes believe in
minting money instead of
focusing on the all-round
development of students
with special emphasis on
academics. The government
should lay emphasis on
skill-based courses to help
youngsters get jobs.

STRAY CATTLE,
DOGS ROAM
FREE
Shallu Pamma, 31,
Sector 82 resident
Elderly persons and children
are afraid to step out of
their homes because of the
growing menace of street
dogs. The authorities seem
to be slumbering and have
so far also failed to check the
problem of stray cattle
despite making tall claims
that they have resolved the
issue. With so many cattle
on the streets one is constantly worried about
accidents and traffic fatalities taking place. The roads
are badly damaged with
potholes and no one’s taking
the initiative to have them
repaired.

COMPILED BY SHAILEE DOGRA, HILLARY VICTOR, IDREES BUKHTIAR

Commercialpropertybuyersinnew
Mohalibusstandfilecontemptplea
APR 8 HEARING 300 buyers who had invested ₹100 cr left ruing decision; insolvency proceedings on
Hillary Victor
n

commercial towers are feeling
cheated.
Their miseries have now been
compounded by the fact that a
tribunal in New Delhi has
started corporate insolvency
resolution process against C&C
Constructions Ltd, the parent
company of C&C Towers, that is
building the towers.
Spread over seven acres, the
project was to have an inter-state
bus terminal, three multi-storey

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : More than seven years
after it was to be completed in
December 2011, the Mohali bus
terminal-cum-commercial complex (Mohali Junction) in
Phase-6 is still caught in legal
wrangles.
This has meant that 300-odd
buyers who had invested around
₹100 crore to buy space in the

towers with retail and office spaces, a multiplex, a five-star hotel,
banquet hall, hyper markets,
and a helipad on top of one tower.
While the bus terminal has
become operational, the commercial towers are yet to be completed.
GMADA SEEKS
CLARIFICATION
The Greater Mohali Area Development Authority (GMADA)

THREE-WAY COLLISION IN SECTOR 50

had awarded the contract for the
commercial project to
C&C Towers.
On Thursday, GMADA chief
engineer Sunil Kansal told HT,
“We have written a letter to an
industry body, Insolvency Resolution Professional (IRP) to clarify that whether the insolvency
proceedings are against C&C
Construction or C&C Towers. If
it is against C&C Towers, we will
file our claim as our agreement is

with C & C Towers.”
However, buyers who have
their money blocked in the
project accuse GMADA of taking
the issue very lightly. They also
claimthat the Mohali policehave
not complied with court orders
to arrest six directors of C&C
Construction.
Jasdeep Singh, president,
C&C Mohali Junction Clients
Association, said, “GMADA is
not taking the issue seriously.”

Theft from
donation box in
Sec-20 mosque
CHANDIGARH :In the fourth case of
theft from a donation box at places of worship this year, money
was stolen from a donation box
from a mosque in Sector 20 on
Thursday. Mosque authorities
claim that at least ₹20,000 were
missing. Police were informed
about the theft about 6am. A case
has been registered.
On March 30, more than ₹1
lakh were stolen from a cashbox
at a gurdwara in Sector 49,
according to the management.
On February 11, two masked
men entered into Gurudwara Singh Sabha, in Industrial
Area and stole the money. HTC

POLLBUZZ

Disabled-friendly polling stations
On the directions of the Election Commission of India, the
Panchkula district administration is gearing up to
ensure that its polling stations are disabled-friendly.
Additional deputy commissioner (ADC)-cum-nodal officer for Lok Sabha elections

Uttam Singh said ramps
would be built at each booth.
“Students of NCC, NSS, and
scouts and guides will also be
deputed at polling booths.
Transport will also be provided to those who require it
to reach the polling booths,”
he added.

Admn to approve ads of parties
Panchkula DC-cum-DEO
Balkar Singh has directed
printing press operators to
write the name of the publisher while publishing any
election-related content.
Singh added that operators
had to provide a copy of con-

tent related to elections that
they publish at the district
electoral office in Sector 1.
Political parties also have to
provide a copy of their advertisements to election monitoring team that will approve
it and issue a certificate.

COMPILED BY YUVRAJ KAUSHAL

Cop’s death in
mishap: Case of
theft for missing
revolver registered
PANCHKULA: Five months after a

n

In this three-way mishap between a Honda Jazz, a Hyundai Verna and a Hyundai Santro near the
taxi stand, opposite the government school in Sector 50 on Thursday, two persons were injured.
These were a PGIMER employee, TS Bagga, who was at the wheel of the Honda, and Paras, who
was driving the Santro. The identity of the Verna driver is yet to be ascertained, though the Sector
49 police have registered a case against him on Bagga’s complaint.
HT PHOTO

Two booked for
duping Baddi
resident of ₹4.8 lakh

tricitytoday
April 05, 2019

FELICITATION
CEREMONY
To honour the contribution of
artists in the field of visual
arts, Punjab Lalit Kala Akademi
will be organising Samaan
Samaroh.
When: 5:15pm

HT Correspondent
n

Where: Punjab Kala Bhawan,
Sector 16-B, Chandigarh

PRIZE
DISTRIBUTION

ANNUAL
CONVOCATION

An annual prize distribution function will be held at
Dev Samaj College for
Women. DSW, PU, Emanual
Nahar will be chief guest.

Post Graduate Government College
for Girls, Sector 42, Chandigarh is
organising its annual convocation.
Panjab University vice-chancellor
Prof Raj Kumar will be the
chief guest and deliver the
convocation address.

When: 11.30am
Where: Dev Samaj College
for Women, Sec 45B

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector
45D, 46D, Nayagaon
Phase 5
MOHALI: Phase 5,
Mohali
Sector 68
PANCHKULA:
Sector 68
Sector 20

Punjab Police constable died in a
road accident in Raipur Rani
here, the local police registered a
case of theft of his revolver and
cartridges on Thursday.
The case was registered following a complaint submitted by
Commandant of 82nd Battalion,
PAP, Chandigarh .
In the complaint to the commissioner of police, Panchkula,
it was submitted that constable
Ramandeep Singh was deputed
on security duty with retired justice Zora Singh and was allotted
one revolver .38 bore with six
live cartridges. This is now
reported to be stolen.
HTC

When:10 am
Where: PGGCG, Sector 42

Nayagaon
Chandigarh

Sector 45D,46D
Panchkula

Sector 20

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A year after a Baddi
resident, Parveen Saini, was
duped of ₹4.8 lakh in the name of
a car booking at a dealership,
Ultimate Hyundai, of Industrial
Area, Phase-1, police have
booked the former general manager and an ex-sales executive at
the dealership.
Saini had given the money to
Bhavuk Jain, the sales executive, and Rohit Katyal, the general manager, for a Hyundai
Verna in April 2018.
However, the duo never
deposited the money with the
company and pocketed it themselves, while misleading the customer.
“Katyal misled Saini saying
that he had a discount coupon,
wherein if the booking amount
was paid in cash, the company,
Hyundai, gave you a discount.
Saini was given a forged receipt
of the cash he paid to them,” the
police said.
On April 30, 2018, when Saini
went to take delivery of the car,
he was told that the discount coupon had not been cleared.
Finally, on May 3, officials at
Ultimate Hyundai told him that

VICTIM HAD GIVEN THE
MONEY TO TWO
EMPLOYEES OF A CAR
DEALERSHIP AFTER
BEING MISLED WITH
OFFERS OF CASH
DISCOUNT; A FORGED
RECEIPT WAS ISSUED
there was no booking under his
name.
“Preliminary investigation
showed that the money was not
deposited by the two accused
with the company. They used it
for personal needs,” the police
said.
He added that the two accused
were now not employed with the
dealership and were absconding.
Jain and Katyal have been
booked under sections 420
(cheating), 120-B (criminal conspiracy) and 406 (criminal
breach of trust) of the Indian
Penal Code at the Industrial
Area police station.
Sources said a manhunt was
on to nab them as it was not
clear if they had duped more people in such manner in the tricity
or from the region.
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education/ tricity

shortstories
PGIMER EYE BANK
GETS DONATION
OF ₹20 LAKH
CHANDIGARH: Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, on Thursday received a
donation of ₹20 lakh for its eye
bank society from president
(India region), Vibracoustic Noida
Private Limited, Jagminder Singh
Bawa, under corporate social
responsibility (CSR) fund. The
donations to eye bank society,
PGI, Chandigarh, are exempted
under Section 80-G (5) (vi) of the
Income Tax Act. The advanced eye
centre, has assured the firm that
its financial assistance will help
strengthen working of the eye
bank and subsequently bring
down patient waiting list. HTC

Street food vendors
receive hygiene kits
CHANDIGARH : The department of
community medicine and School
of Public Health, PGIMER, and
municipal corporation (MC) on
Thursday conducted the second
capacity building and training
workshop. The workshop was
held at City Livelihood Centre,
Community Sewa Kendra, Sector
25, in Chandigarh. At least 56
registered street vendors attended the event. They received
free street food vendors hygiene
kits which included aprons, gloves
and head covers. They also got
free medical checkup by the
doctors of community medicine,
HTC
PGIMER.

CIA recovers 24 kg
poppy husk
MOHALI: Crime Investigation
Agency (CIA) arrested two people
and recovered 24 kg poppy husk
from them in Dau village, police
said on Thursday. Police said that
a naka was set up at the bus stand
near T-point in the village on
Wednesday. Driver of a truck that
was approaching from the
Chandigarh side, saw the naka
and stopped his vehicle in the
middle of the road and ran away.
The police apprehended the
vehicle driver and his accomplice
later. The driver were identified as
Baljit Kumar, a resident of Khera
Gajju, Patiala, and his accomplice
as Malkit Singh of Fatehpur Gadi,
HTC
Patiala.
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Schools forcing private
textbooks on parents
MONETARY WOES Parents say they are struggling financially as private schools
ask them to purchase expensive textbooks instead of NCERT for their children
Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Compare this: An

NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training)
English textbook for Class 1 in
government schools is priced at
just ₹60 and that of Oxford University Press at ₹250, almost four
times the cost.
While many parents see this as
sheer commercialisation of education, private schools say they
prescribe the more expensive
books as these are “more fun and
interactive,” and add value to
classroom learning.
“We prescribe the Frank
Brothers textbooks (a part of
Macmillan Education) in our
school, (costing ₹300) as it is used
in over 100 countries across the
world, taking students through
phonics, rich reading and comprehension. Students love reading such books, ” says Samiksha
Khanna, English educator in a
private school in Chandigarh.
‘NCERT IS NONINTERACTIVE’
NCERT, on the other hand, is flat

and non-interactive, she adds.
“Children in elementary
classes have poor attention skills.
Books with pictures, boxes and
colours obviously attract them
and make grasping easier,” says
Namita Mittal, a Hindi teacher.
“NCERT books are written by
experts, how can other publishers be prescribed, some have no
accountability?” questions an
indignant parent whose child
studies in Chitkara International
School, Sector 25, on condition of
anonymity.
Simran Kaur, whose child
studies at St Xavier’s School in
Sector 44, says said, “My child
managed recycle a senior’s books
but three new books were prescribed by the school this year
and I can’t find them in any bookstore. Now maybe I will have to
shell out money on a new set,” she
adds.
MIXED RESPONSES
FROM PARENTS
Madhu Kapoor, parent of a student in Strawberry International
School, however, says she does
not mind spending money on
books that ensure quality educa-

the government of India. We are
working in the field of education,
trying to provide students with
excellent textbooks, but there is
no incentive.”

SCHOOLS SAY THEY
PRESCRIBE THE MORE
EXPENSIVE BOOKS AS
THESE ARE “MORE FUN
AND INTERACTIVE”

‘BOOKS ARE PRINTED
ON SCHOOLS’ ORDERS’
“Textbooks by private publishers
are printed after orders by the
schools or booksellers. The
requirement is calculated every
academic year after considering
the number of school, teachers
and students," says a member of
the Independent Schools' Association, Chandigarh.
Niyati Chitkara, principal of
Chitkara International School,
Sector 25, adds, "When it comes to
deciding about the curriculum
and books our academic team rigorously researches what is best
for the learners. “HS Mamik,
chairman, Vivek High School,
Sector 38, and president, Independent Schools Association,
says, “If parents are so worried
about incurring the expenditure,
they should send their child to a
government school.”

tion for her daughter.
Speaking in favour of NCERT
books, a teacher at Government
Model Senior Secondary, Sector
19, says eminent teachers write
them and the books are in line
with the national syllabus followed by the Central Board of
Secondary Education. Subsidised rates make these affordable.
Parents struggling financially
have more to lose says Praveen
Sharma a parent from the economically weaker section/disadvantaged category whose son
studies in a Sector 22 school. “We
do not have to pay the fee but have
to spend ₹4,000 to ₹5,000 on books
and can’t afford it.” On the high
price tags, a private publisher
under the Association of Publishers in India (API), says “We do not
get any incentive or subsidy from

NEXT: STAND OF UT,
CBSE ON THE ISSUE

PRICE OF BOOKS PRESCRIBED BY VARIOUS SCHOOLS IN TRICITY
Approximate values of the textbooks displayed at the bookstores in Chandigarh
Name of Class

NCERT
set price

St Peters
School

Class 1

~285

~1,840

~5,757

Class 5

~380

~2,867

~7,661

Class 8

~820

~3,127

~8,567

~1,060

~2,991

~5,188

~3,900

Class 10

British School
Chandigarh

Ashiana
British School
Public School Mohali

~2,934

St Xaviers
School

Chitkara
International

~4,387

~2,823

~3,179

~4,000

~5,722

~4,000

~3,000

~4,000

~7,124

~5,926

~3,900

~5,460

~5,240

~3,500

PU panel recommends 10%
hike in fund for student aid
Arshdeep Arshi
n

AGENDA TO BE TABLED ON APRIL 10

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

The committee has recommended an increase of 6% in
the financial assistance for 2018-19 which then be
followed by 10% increase for 2019-20

CHANDIGARH : A Panjab Univer-

sity (PU) committee has recommended 10% increase in financial assistance given to students
under the Student Aid Fund for
the academic session 2019-20.
The committee has also recommended an increase of 6% in
the financial assistance for
2018-19 which will be followed
by 10% increase for 2019-20.
The guidelines proposed will
be tabled before the Syndicate
on April 10 and the financial
assistance will be according to
the income slab of eligible students.
The committee members
unanimously resolved that
before disbursement of the
fund, an undertaking be given
by a student that he/she is not
availing any scholarship/financial assistance from the department or any other source.
They further resolved that
the students who enrolled in
certificate courses and have
applied for financial assistance
be paid a lump sum of ₹5,000.
The affidavit, duly attested by
notary, will not be accepted and
only valid income certificate
from the competent authority
will be accepted.
Those students who have
passed the previous examination with a minimum of 50%
marks will be eligible.
Students who got reappear in
previous examinations will not
be eligible.
Those who left the courses
mid term will not be eligible for
financial assistance.
Full fee will be charged from
the economically weaker section (EWS) students at the time
of admission and financial
assistance will be provided as
per the income slab.
The university charges ₹50
per annum from all students at
the time of admission as Student
Aid Fund.

Income Slab

Nil income
Up to ~1 Lakh
~1,00,001 to ~3,00,000
~3,00,001 to ~4,00,000

TOTAL

No of Amount Amount to
students paid for be paid for
2017-18
2018-19*

Maximum
amount
payable

3 ~20,000
~21,200
~63,600
138 ~17,000
~18,020 ~24,86,760
52 ~15,000
~15,900 ~8,26,800
13 ~12,500
~13,250
~1,72,250
206
~35,49,410
*per student with 6% increase

PU MIGHT CONDUCT ENTRANCE
FOR MASTER’S IN SOCIAL WORK
CHANDIGARH: Panjab University is likely to start
entrance test PU (CET) – PG
for admission in Master’s in
Social Work from the academic session 2019-20. A new
certificate course in ‘Social
Work and Field Interventions’ is also on the cards. An
increase in the number of
seats for the master’s course
has also been proposed.
The matter will be tabled
in the Syndicate meeting on
April 10. If approved, the
same will be implemented
from the academic session
2019-20.
Sources said that the
entrance test has been proposed to filter the students
who have a bent of mind for
social work. It is to avoid the
students who take admission in certain courses just
to get hostel and then prepare for something else.
The admission will then
take place through the
entrance test. The proposal
forwarded by the academic
and administrative committee mentions that all candi-

dates will be required to
score at least 35% in the
entrance test which will
include 90 objective type
questions.
The duration of the test
will be 90 minutes. No negative marking will be there
and the medium of the test
will be English only.
Candidates who qualify
the test will be called for
group discussion and interview. 40% weightage will be
given to the qualifying
examination (Bachelor’s
degree in any discipline),
25% to the PU (CET) – PG,
15% to group discussion and
20% to personal interview.
Starting a new six month
certificate course in ‘Social
Work and Field Intervention’ will also be taken up by
the Syndicate.
The course, if approved
will start from 2019-20 (for
July to December).
An increase of 3 seats in
the master’s course has also
been proposed. The tuition
fee will be the same as existing (₹41,020 per year). HTC

Kasauli Rhythm and
Panjab University to file fresh reply in
UT admn gets new
Blues Fest on Apr 19-20 sexual harassment case against former V-C director prosecution
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Eighth edition of

Kasauli Rhythm and Blues Festival (KRBF) will be organised on
April 19 and 20 at Baikunth
Resorts, Kasauli, in Himachal
Pradesh.
The annual musical event is
aimed at raising funds for critically ill and underprivileged children suffering from congenital
heart defects.
Genesis Foundation’s chief
financial and compliance officer
Kirti Makhija, during a press conference at Sector 35 in Chandigarh, said, “We truly believe that
music has the power to unite people across the world. With this,

we are elated to bring our audience together for the cause of saving little hearts.” Last year, the
foundation was able to save the
lives of 25 children with the funds
collected during the festival.
During the two days, a total of
seven bands will perform to raise
funds. The bands are Parikrama,
Maatibaani, Hari Sukhmani,
Bryden Parth, Thaikkudam
Bridge, Shubhangi Joshi Collective and Soundaraya Jaychandran. Besides other activities,
dance and painting sessions will
also be conducted.
The entry cost per person will
be ₹9,500, including GST. The
tickets are available on Insider,
BookMyShow and website of the
foundation.

HT Correspondent
n

Chandigarh The Panjab University (PU) will file a fresh
response before the Punjab and
Haryana high court in response
to a petition filed by a woman
professor accusing former vicechancellor AK Grover of sexual
harassment.
She had approached the high
court in September 2018, seeking direction to varsity chancellor to ‘nominate’ a committee to
inquire into her complaint without the intervention of an official or body associated with the
university.
Earlier, a reply was filed by

schoolnotes
SOLITAIRE INT’L

Welcome assembly held

Students undergo
medical check-ups
PANCHKULA : Students of Solitaire
International School, Sector 20,
underwent medical check-ups on
Thursday wherein the parameters of
growth, including height, weight and
pulse rate of the children were
monitored and recorded. It was the
first check-up of the new academic
session.

NEW PUBLIC SCHOOL

DAV PANCHKULA

NPS, NCC cadets get
certificates

Special assembly
conducted

CHANDIGARH : Twenty two National
Cadet Corps (NCC) cadets of New
Public school, Sector 18-B, were
awarded with the NCC ‘A’ certificates
on Thursday. Lt Col Sunil Rawat of 2
Chandigarh Battalion NCC presided
over the ceremony. New Public
School director RD Singh also graced
the occasion. Lt Col Rawat urged
cadets to join the armed forces. He
also lauded the efforts put in by ANO
Anuj Vohra in training students at the
school. The function concluded with
an interactive session wherein Lt Col
Rawat answered students queries.

PANCHKULA : DAV Senior Secondary
Public School, Sector 8, conducted a
special assembly on Thursday
wherein 11 students were awarded
certificates of honour by principal
Pathak for achieving 100% attendance in the last academic session. The
principal congratulated the winners
and inspired other students to follow
their footsteps.

DAV SENIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL

MOHALI : Vidya Valley School, New
Sunny Enclave, conducted the
orientation programme for the
session 2019-20 on Thursday. Principal Suman Lata addressed the
parents. The focal aspects of academics, extracurricular activities and
social competence of students were
discussed. Fun games were also
conducted for the students and their
parents. An interactive session for
the parents was conducted with the
in-charges. Director Jaspal Singh
urged the parents to join hands and
render cooperation by keeping in
touch with the teachers and school
authorities.

Havan performed
PANCHKULA : DAV Senior Public
School, Surajpur, organised a havan
ceremony to mark the beginning of
the new session on Thursday.
Principal Mamta Goel blessed the
students. Students and staff members chanted hymns and paid
obeisance to God.

AKSIPS-41

Students take part in
eco-friendly activities
CHANDIGARH : The Eco Club members of AKSIPS-41 Smart School
undertook an eco-friendly activity
on Thursday. The members collected
dry leaves and dumped them into
the school’s compost pit. It was a
hands-on experience for the
Eco Club members as they learnt the
art of making manure. Executive
director Jasdeep Kalra and principal
Ritu Bali lauded the efforts of the
students.

n

AK Grover

former registrar GS Chadha,
whom the petitioner, had
made a party in the matter as a
person.
In view of this, the court was
told on Thursday by the varsity

counsel that it will file a fresh
response.
The woman professor’s counsel had objected to Chadha filing
a response on behalf of the varsity despite allegations of ‘malafide’ against him. Chadha
served as the registrar during
Grover’s term as the V-C.

In his response, Grover has
said that he was ready for probe
by a panel and that the complaint was filed to obstruct his
second three-year term as vicechancellor, which was to commence in July 2015.
Grover completed his second
tenure as V-C on July 21, 2018.
The allegations had surfaced in
April 2015.
The woman professor had
alleged in court that Grover
abused his position by making
“sexually-coloured
gestures,thereby, sexually harassing the petitioner and causing
immense mental trauma, public
humiliation and embarrassment to her”.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Additional district
and sessions judge (Addl DSJ),
Rewari, Deepak Aggarwal was
appointed as new director prosecution for Chandigarh administration. Aggarwal has
replaced Sundeep Singh, who
has been transferred to Ambala.
The transfer is part of 100-odd
transfers of judicial officers in
Punjab and Haryana effected by
high court on Thursday.
The high court has also transferred addl DSJ Ritu Garg from
Kurukshetra to Panchkula as
principal judge, family court,
replacing Rajan Walia, who has

been shifted to Chandigarh as
legal remembrancer, Haryana.
Chandigarh Addl DSJ Sushil
Kumar Garg has been designated special judge, CBI court,
Chandigarh.
As of officers from Punjab,
addl DSJ, Jalandhar, Karunesh
Kumar, has been appointed as
special judge, CBI court, in
place of Harjeet Singh who has
been sent to Amritsar. Addl
DSJ, Chandigarh, Harish
Anand, has been transferred to
Patiala as principal judge, family court.
Addl DSJ, Rupnagar, has
been transferred on the same
post at Chandigarh district
courts.

campusconnect

RIMT WORLD SCHOOL

CHANDIGARH : RIMT World School,
Manimajra, organised a special
morning assembly on Thursday to
mark the first day of the new
academic session. Children came
dressed in new uniforms. They were
introduced to their new teachers.
Director Principal Poonam Katoch
wished the children a progressive
year ahead.

EARLIER, A REPLY
WAS FILED BY
FORMER REGISTRAR
GS CHADHA, WHOM THE
PETITIONER, HAD MADE
A PARTY IN THE MATTER
AS A PERSON

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

VIDYA VALLEY SCHOOL

Orientation programme
held for new entrants

AKISPS-45

Puppet show
CHANDIGARH : AKSIPS -45 Smart
School organised different fun-filled
games and a puppet show for the
parents of the students of the
Pre-primary Section on Thursday.
Parents participated with full
enthusiasm and took part in tug of

war, races, and dance. The event was
aimed at apprising the parents of the
fun-filled strategies that will help in
the holistic development of their
wards.
CLDAV

Orientation programme
PANCHKULA : CLDAV Senior Public
School, Sector 11, organised an
orientation programme for parents
on Thursday. The programme aimed
at providing resources and helpful
information so that parents could
build a strong bond with the school
to bring out the best in the students.
Parents were apprised of the academic and co-curricular planning,
safety measures of the students,
counselling on emotional and health
issues, community outreach programmes, good parenting practices,
important instructions and the
different services offered for students.

ADARSH PUBLIC SMART SCHOOL

Freshers’ Day celebrated
CHANDIGARH : The new students of
Adarsh Public Smart School, Sector
20, were welcomed by the teachers
and staff members with flowers,
sweets and balloons on Thursday.
Prinicipal Sunita Thakur said a dance
party was organised to welcome the
children. She appreciated the efforts
of teachers in making the beginning
of new session colourful and festive
for the new students. She also
motivated the students to work hard
and secure good marks.

GIAN JYOTI GLOBAL SCHOOL

Farewell ceremony
MOHALI : The Class 9 students of Gian
Jyoti Global School, Phase 2, organised a farewell ceremony for the
Class 10 students on Thursday.
Principal Ranjeet Bedi was the chief
guest on the occasion. The inaugural
ceremony started by seeking the
blessings of goddess Saraswati
followed by ceremonial lighting of
the lamp. Students enthralled the
audience with their energetic
performances. Students performed
folk dances. Students were awarded
for their achievements in various
fields. Bedi motivated the students
to excel in their field of choice.

UIHTM HOLDS
WORKSHOP ON
FOOD QUALITY
CHANDIGARH : University Institute of
Hotel and Tourism Management
(UIHTM), Panjab University (PU), on
Thursday conducted an orientation
session for hostel wardens and
members of mess committees of
various girls hostels on maintenance
of hygiene and improving quality of
hostel kitchens and messes. Dean
students’ welfare (DSW) Emanual
Nahar inaugurated the session. The
members of the mess committees
were also given a proforma of check
list on necessary actions to be taken
up for better hygiene.

Music department organises
‘Swar Sankalp’
CHANDIGARH : Weekly music programme ‘Swar Sankalp’ was organised in the department of music, Panjab University (PU), on
Thursday. During the programme,
students were accompanied on tabla
by Anil Kumar Sharma and on
harmonium by Rakesh Kumar.

Chitkara University
confers doctorate
RAJPURA : Chitkara University on
Thursday conferred the doctor of
literature degree to managing
director and CEO, Andritz Hydro
Limited, India, Josef M Ullmer, for his
contribution to business, education
and humanity. Ullmer is the recipient
of Austria’s highest national honour
‘Decoration of Honour for Services to
the Republic of Austria Award and
ASEAN Development Citra Award for
best practice management of joint
venture companies in ASEAN.

Meritorious students
felicitated at SGGSC-26
CHANDIGARH : Sri Guru Gobind Singh
College (SGGSC co-ed), Sector 26,
Chandigarh, on Thursday organised
its annual prize distribution programme. Principal Rita Singh
awarded prizes to 308 students for
their achievements in academics,
cultural activities and sports. Anmol
Uppal was awarded Colonel Mahbub
Singh Running Trophy for all-round
best student of the year with a cash

n

Students with their trophies during a prize distribution function at the Chandigarh Institute of Hotel Management and Catering
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Technology, Sector 42, in Chandigarh on Thursday.

prize of ₹25,000.

900 awarded degrees at
PGGCG convocation
CHANDIGARH : Post Graduate
Government College for Girls
(PGGCG), Sector 11, on Thursday
organised its 62nd annual convocation wherein more than 900 graduate and postgraduate students were
conferred degrees. 146 postgraduate
degrees were awarded in public
administration, economics, dance,
vocal music, instrumental music,
sociology, English, botany, zoology,
chemistry and computer applications. More than 70 students securing university positions were also
felicitated.

Feedback session conducted
at CGC Landran
MOHALI : All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) chairman Anil
Sahasrabudhe held a feedback
interactive session ‘Nationwide
Smart India Hackathon 2019’ with the
students from various colleges of
India, at Chandigarh Group of
Colleges (CGC), Landran. Students
displayed projects in the session
organised by the ministry of human

n

A felicitation ceremony underway at Chitkara University campus in Rajpura on Thursday.

resource development (MHRD’s)
innovation cell and AICTE to seek
suggestions, and other inputs from
over 600 engineering students of
Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh.

PU declares results
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University
(PU) has declared the results for the
examinations of MBBS final prof part

2 (reappear) conducted in March
2019; B Pharmacy second semester
(choice based) BE (civil) fifth semester, ME (mechanical engineering)
third semester, M Architecture first
semester, M Sc (microbial biotech)
first semester, PG diploma in computer applications first semester, B
Com LLB (hons) five year integrated
course first semester, BA (hons) social

HT PHOTO

science fifth semester, M Com third
semester, ME (computer science and
engg) fifth spell, ME (computer
science and engg) sixth spell, ME
(computer science and engg) second
spell, for the examinations held in
December 2018; and BE (computer
science and engg) third and seventh
semesters (CCET, Sector 26) held in
October 2018.
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SAYING IT THROUGH CAMERA

THE LAST
HURRAH
IN TOWN: HT lensman Anil Dayal captures
moments at Rayman Circus in Manimajra

T

hey’ve got smart birds
that will do your bidding, even balance on
a bar, motorcyclists
performing daredevil acts in
‘Maut Ka Kuan’ or well of death;
and clowns that bring a smile to
your faces.
The Great Rayman Circus that
has put up the big top at Manimajra, Chandigarh, however,
today is like any other show,
struggling to bring in the
crowds. But each person is a star
in his or her own right, their joie
de vivre impossible to ignore or
forget, which is what enables the
circus to survive today.
Each performer brimming with
optimism, every day, goes
through the makeup and the
motions enthusiastically, be

they the happy clowns Mohan
and Sohan Lal, both brothers, to
polish their act; paint their faces
and dress up in their colourful
best and push each other, pull
faces and joke around.
Every day stuntmen Jantoo from
Assam and Santosh from Kanpur flirt a little with danger on
their motorcycles, defying gravity and danger.
There’s no one asking acrobats,
both 18 years old, Thobia and
Geeta, if they miss home in Manipur. They don’t seem to, for
under the bright lights, amid the
glitter and the fanfare of the circus, and the applause of the
crowds, everyone, for a minute,
forgets about real life and fantasises about what could be. Just
for a minute.

TENT AND PAINTS: Clowns and brothers Mohan Lal and Sohan Lal get ready for the show (above) and a motorcylist (right) before performing stunts in ‘Maut Ka Kuan’ (well of death).

WOW,
TAKE A BOW:
Dogs behind the
wheel at the
show.

FAST AND
FEATHERED
An exotic
macaw (centre)
on the balance
bar and other
birds.

FLAGS AND MOR
E: Artists in
the opening act
of the show.

REFLECTIONS:
Acrobats Thobia
and Geeta ( both
18) from Manipur
get ready with
eye shadow and
foundation.

IN LEAPS AND BOUNDS: Clowns get their colourful act together, skilled in the art of balancing yet
comic enough to evoke laughter.

shortstories
28-YEAR-OLD HELD WITH DRUGS
PANCHKULA: A 28-year-old man was arrested after the police recovered
three kilogram of ganja from his possession on Thursday. A team from Sector
7 police post arrested Sanju, a resident of Rajeev Colony, Sector 17, near
Kharak Mangoli village, old Panchkula following a tip-off . A case was
registered under the NDPS Act at Sector 5 police station.

ALLEGE CODE Kin of milkman killed in mishap
2 land in police net KIN
VIOLATION IN ISSUE
for illegally mining OF GUN; PUNJAB to get ₹17.8 lakh as compensation
CEO SEEKS REPORT
₹20-LAKH RELIEF FOR FAMILY
sand in Pinjore
OF DECEASED TRUCKER
murder
HT Correspondent
n

Unaccounted cash case :
Bus driver sent to
one-day police remand
MOHALI : Arrested with unaccounted cash amounting to ₹54
lakh, private bus driver, Swaran
Singh, 46, hailing from Jammu
was sent to one-day police
remand, here on Thursday.
Accused has told the police that
the money was to be collected by
one Naresh in Hoshiarpur, following which the police raided his
premises but he is absconding.
The cash was recovered during a
checking being carried out to
prevent movement of cash, liquor
and drugs ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. A case under Sections
420 (cheating) and 511 (attempting to commit offences) of the
IPC was registered in Zirakpur
HTC
police station.

Hoax bomb call case:
Accused sent to 12-day
police remand
AMBALA: A day after local police
arrested a 52 year-old man from
Bhiwani on Wednesday for
allegedly making a threatening
call of bombing several railway
stations including Ambala
Cantonment, Jalandhar, Amritsar,
Patna, and Dharbhanga, the
accused was sent to 12 days in
police remand on Thursday. The
accused, who is a labourer by
profession, was identified as
Sheikh Sadhau Din, a resident of
Bihar.DSP headquarter Sultan
Singh said “During initial investigation, Sheikh stated that he was
under the influence of alcohol
when he called the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) control
HTC
room.”

High court bar to elect
executive body today
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and
Haryana High Court Bar Association (PHHCBA) will hold elections
on Friday. There are a total of 3347
voters this year. For the post of
president, there are five candidates — DPS Randhawa,GBS
Dhillon, Dinesh Kumar Sharma,
Tahar Singh and SP Garg. For the
post of vice-president Shekhar
Verma and Vikas Malik are in fray
as for the secretary, Ravinder
Malik and Rohit Sood will contest.
The polling will start at 9am and
continue till 4pm.Meanwhile, the
District Bar Association (DBA)
elections of Chandigarh will be
held on Friday, wherein over 2,600
bar members will vote.Over 16
candidates are contesting for
HTC
multiple posts.

Convict in NDPS case
flees from courtroom
CHANDIGARH: A man convicted in
an NDPS case by the court of
additional district and sessions
judge fled from the courtroom,
here on Thursday. Arrest warrants
have been issued and Sector 30
police station officials have been
directed to nab him.The matter
will come up for hearing on April
5. Accused Baldev, of Sector 41-D,
was held guilty of carrying
banned injections —15 injections
of Buprenorphine and 15 of
Pheniramine.The matter dates
back to February 2018 when
police were patrolling in Sector 41
and found the accused’s movement suspicious. On checking, the
cops found the injections, for
which he was unable to produce
HTC
any permit or licence.
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MOHALI :Fourteen months after a

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Police arrested two

men out of the four who were
booked for carrying out illegal
sand mining in Pinjore on Thursday. As per police, a team of officials from Haryana mines and
geology department with officials
from Panchkula department conducted an inspection.
Mining official Parvesh
Kumar Sharma in his police complaint stated that they had been
receiving complaints about the
illegal mining being rampant in
Pinjore area.
The mining team along with
cops inspected Bitna village, Pinjore at around 10.30pm and found
a heavy earth moving machine
there.Following this, the team
arrested a truck driver identified
as Shafil of Ambwala village in
Pinjore and his helper Shrafat Ali
of Dera Guru village in Kalka.
“Taking advantage of dark,
other drivers fled from the spot. A
Maruti Ritz was also found at the
mining spot but its driver is
absconding,” said the mining
department official.
Police also found four dumper
trucks at the spot.
Pinjore SHO, inspector,
Mukesh Kumar said, “On questioning, accused Shafil alleged
that the mining was being carried
out by one Deen Mohammad of
Kalka and Rajesh of Kotia village
in Himachal Pradesh.”
“Shafil has alleged that a day
before also, he had loaded sand
and gravels after mining from the

AN EARTH MOVING
MACHINE, FOUR
DUMPER TRUCKS
AND A CAR WERE
IMPOUNDED FROM SITE

spot. At the spot, around two acre
was mined and had 10 to 15ft
pit,”Kumar said.
A case was registered against
Shafil, Shrafat Ali, Deen Mohammad and Rajesh, under the Mines
and Minerals Act and Section 379
(theft) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC). Last week also, five men
were booked in two separate
cases of illegal mining in Pinjore.
With this, 23 cases of illegal
sand mining have been registered
so far this year.
2 BOOKED IN AMBALA
AMBALA: The district police
booked two persons for allegedly
carrying out illegal mining activities in Naraingarh block of the
district on Thursday.
In his police complaint, assistant mining officer Sunil Kumar
stated that he received a complaint from Harjinder Singh, following which a team inspected
the spot and found 15 to 20ft deep
pit mined from five acre.
On further investigation, it
was found that the illegal mining
has been done by Roshan and
Banarsi, residents Dera village,
Kumar said.
A case was registered under
Section 21 (4) (A) of the Mines and
Minerals Act and 188 of the IPC.

in mohali

justice for neha shoree
CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief electoral officer S Karuna Raju has
sought an “exhaustive” report
from the Rupnagar district election officer after the family of
woman drug officer, Neha
Shoree, who was shot dead on
March 29, claimed violation of the
model code of conduct in issuing
an arms licence to the accused.
“We will see whether MCC violations have taken place,” said
Raju. He said Neha’s family members had filed an application on
Wednesday evening, alleging
MCC violation in issuance of an
arms licence to murder accused,
Balwinder Kumar, 49.
The family alleged that Kumar
was issued the license after
March 10 when the model code of
conduct had come into force. The
CEO said he had also issued directions to all the CEOs in Punjab,
seeking information on whether
any new arms license was issued
or any renewals were done after
the MCC had kicked in.

ACCUSED SNEAKED IN
WITH A GROUP OF
CATERING STAFF
Mohali Balwinder Kumar,
entered the building along with
the caterers to avoid the sole
guard on duty at entrance, CCTV
footage shows. However, after the
crime he fled from the main
entrance. Police are scanning
CCTV footage of past 30 days. HTC

milkman, Gurvinder Singh, 29,of
Dhelpur village was killed in an
accident in February 2018, the
Motor Accident Claims Tribunal,
Mohali, directed the driver,
owner and insurer of the car
involved to pay a compensation of
₹17.8 lakh with 9% interest to his
family. Gurvinder was on an
Activa and a Maruti had hit him
from the rear.
The money is to be paid ‘jointly
and severally’ by Dilpreet Singh,
of Ambala, who was driving the
car; the owner of the car, Gurnam
Singh, of Kurukshetra, and
insurer IFFCO-Tokio General
Insurance Company Limited.
The case was registered on a
complaint from Sukhvir Singh,
the victim, Gurvinder’s, cousin.
The two had met in Sector 45,
Chandigarh, on February 2, 2018,
and had decided to go back to
their village together. Sukhvir
was on an motorcycle.
According to the complaint, a
Maruti car with registration
number HR70-C-4654 driven by
Dilpreet hit Gurvinder’s Activa
from the rear. Gurwinder lost
control over the vehicle that hit
against a divider, receiving multiple grievous injuries, including
on the head.
Sukhvir chased the offending
car on his motorcycle and confirmed its registration number
when it stopped near the traffic
lights of Phase 8-9, Mohali.
He tried to get the driver to
stop, but he fled. An injured Gurvinder was rushed to Cosmo Hospital, Mohali, where he was
declared brought dead.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT) awarded over ₹20
lakh compensation to the
family of a truck driver, Lal
Singh Karki, 33, who had
died in an accident in 2017.
He used to work as a drivercum-salesman at Uttam
dairy plant in Ludhiana.
Three claim petitions —
by deceased’s wife Bhagarati Karki, 29, truck helper
Shivji, 20, and a Suraj
Kumar, 22, of Ludhiana —
had arisen out of the mishap
that took place on the intervening night of September
23 and 24, 2017.
Lal, Shivji and Suraj were
travelling from Ludhiana to
Zirakpur in a truck to supply milk products to customers of the said company.
At around 2:50am, they
reached near airport light
point in Chandigarh, where
a Susheel Kumar, of Sirmaur, had parked his truck
on the road without any
indicators or parking lights.
Lal’s vehicle rammed into
the truck and all occupants
of the Lal’s sustained serious injuries. They were
taken to GMCH-32, Chandigarh, where Lal was
declared brought dead.
The claimants alleged
that accident took place due

to negligence on part of
driver of the offending
truck.
But the respondents
— Susheel; Anand
Kumar, owner of the offending truck; insurer of the
offending truck, National
Insurance Company Ltd,
Sector 34-A, Chandigarh —
said that the accident took
place due to negligence by
Lal Singh.
Susheel claimed that he
had parked his vehicle
under streetlights, leaving
proper space on the road
and had the parking
lights on.
THE DECISION
The MACT ruled that the
accident took place due to
negligence of driver for the
respondent’s truck, and
directed the respondents to
jointly pay a compensation
of ₹20.05 lakh to claimant
Bhagrati, along with interest at the rate of 9% per
annum from the date of petition till actual realisation.
Apart from this, a compensation of ₹27,770 was
awarded to claimant
Shivji with interest at the
rate of 9% p.a. from the
date of petition till actual
realisation; and ₹38,000 to
Suraj Kumar with interest
at the rate of 9% p.a. from the
date of petition till actual
realisation.
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Chandigarh University crowned champions
AMERICAN FOOTBALL The hosts
beat University of Rajasthan 7-0 in final

HARYANA
WOMEN TO TAKE
ON ASSAM TODAY
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Uni-

versity lifted the overall trophy
in the 3rd All India Inter-University Women’s American
Football Championship held on
CU campus in Gharuan on
Thursday. University of Rajasthan finished runners-up. In the
final hosts CU, Gharuan, beat
University of Rajasthan 7-0.
Dr BR Ambedkar University,
Agra, bagged the third position
in the championship.
Aayushi of Chandigarh University was adjudged best
defense player as she managed
to score three interceptions and
one touch-down, while yet
another CU player Varsha
Singh bagged the best attacker
player title with three touchdown and one interception.
Neha Meenu of University of
Rajasthan was declared most
valuable player of the tournament as she managed to get two
touch-downs in offense and two
interceptions in defense.

n

Neha Meenu of University of
Rajasthan was declared most
valuable player of the
tournament

Earlier in the semifinals,
Chandigarh University beat Dr
BR Ambedkar University, Agra,
6-0, while in the other semifinal,
University of Rajasthan beat
Jaipur National University 7-0.
For the third position match
Dr BR Ambedkar University
defeated Jaipur National University 6-0. Teams from more
than 10 universities were participating in the championship.

n

Chandigarh University, Gharuan, team that won the overall trophy in the 3rd All India Inter-University Women’s American Football Championship on Thursday.

HT PHOTO

CHANDIGARH: Haryana will cross
swords with Assam in their last
league match of the Women’s
cricket U-23 one day league tournament to be played on April 5 at
the Railway Cricket Ground,
Rajkot.
Haryana: Divya , Shafali
Verma, Veena Kumari , Nitika ,
Soumya Mangla , Versha Bhatiwal, Kumari Utkarsh , Jyoti
Sain, Anjali Reddy, Bhawna
Ohlan, Diksha Sharma, Manju
Parjapati, M K Yadav, Preeti
Bhatiwal, Priya Kumari, Rabita
Bhadu, Sakshi Yadav, Sheetal
Rana, Shivangi Chauhan ,
Shweta Sharma, Simran Choudhary , Suman Gulia, Sunita Bishnoi, Jyoti Kumari, Kamla Hooda,
Neha Raghav, Nisha Jangra,
Shalini Kumari, Preeti Devi,
Varsha Verma, Suman Hingra,
Sheetal Mann, Sangita Kumari,
Priya Khatkar, Parmila Kumari,
Komal Samdhyan, Jigyasha
Siwach, Bharti Kashyap,
Vibhuti Thackar, Bhawana
Rathore, Deepika Gautam,
Tannu Joshi, Tanya Vajpayee.

Ajeetesh, Karandeep
T-11; Jeev makes cut

Kshitij, Shankar in joint lead,
Panchkula’s Cheema placed 3rd

India AF carve out
impressive win over IA

HTC/ Agencies

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: India Air Force (IAF)
recorded an impressive win over
Indian Army (IA) in the opening
match of the 14th Federation Cup
Cycle Polo Championship for
men being organised by Air Force
Sports Control Board at the
3BRD, Air Force ground in Chandigarh on Thursday.
In other matches, West Bengal

ASIAN TOUR

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA :India’s Rashid Khan continued his fine form and fired a
bogey-free 64 in the afternoon
wave to grab the second spot on
at the Bangabandhu Cup Golf
Open here Thursday.
Rashid, who won a PGTI
event in Bangladesh moved to
12-under 130 and was three
shots behind Tour rookie
Sadom Kaewkanjana of Thailand, who is making his first
start this year on Asian Tour
and stole the limelight after
carding his personal-best round
of a nine-under-par 62 to storm
to the top of the leaderboard.
Indians had a good day at the
Bangladesh capital as 10 of the
17 Indians, who teed up made
the halfway cut.
Jeev Milkha Singh, whose
patchy form and
injuries
have seen him
drop out of 2000 in world
rankings, made the cut with a
fine second round that
included a stretch of five
straight birdies in his 67. He is
tied 40th.
Two other Indians, Chandigarh’s Ajeetesh Sandhu (66) and
Karandeep Kochhar (67) were
tied 11th at six-under 136, while
other Indians making the cut
were Veer Ahlawat (69) at tied
22nd, Udayan Mane (69) at tied
29th, Akshay Sharma (68) at tied

36th, Aman Raj (74), Honey Baisoya (70) and Jeev (67) at tied
40th. Abhijit Chadha (69)
squeezed in at tied 61st.
Young Viraj Madappa, who
had his breakthrough win last
year, carded five-under 66 to
move to tied fourth alongside
local hero Siddikur Rahman (68)
and Japan’s Mikumu Horikawa
(67) at eight-under.
Chiragh Kumar, Aadil Bedi,
OP Chouhan, Arjun Prasad and
M Dharma missed the cut, Khalin Joshi withdrew on account of
an injury.
n

Karandeep Kochhar (67)
was tied 11th with
Ajeetesh Sandhu (66).
HT PHOTO

n
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PUNE :A few new names emerged
as contenders as there was
major churning on the leaderboard in round three of the
TATA Steel PGTI’s Pune Open
Golf Championship at the Poona
Club Golf Course on Thursday.
Rookie teenager Kshitij
Naveed Kaul (66) of Delhi and
the seasoned Shankar Das (67)
of Kolkata, a previous winner at
the Poona Club Golf Course,
enjoyed late flourishes to move
into the joint lead at 11-under202.
Panchkula-based Angad
Cheema (67) too made gains to
end the day in third place at
10-under-203 at the ~30 lakh
event.
Cheema, who won his only
title in his rookie season in 2013,
started off with a birdie on the
very first hole, but it was canceled by a bogey on the very next
hole. He then had two birdies on
the eighth and ninth to finish
the front nine on two-under 33.
On back nine, He hit two birdies
on the 14th and 18th holes to finish the day on 4-under 67 taking
his score to 10-under 203, a
stroke behind the leaders.
Cheema was consistent and
kept the errors out and the highlight of his day was driving the
green on the par-4 14th.
Delhi’s Kapil Kumar equaled
the course record with a phe-

KAPIL KUMAR EQUALLED
THE COURSE RECORD
WITH HIS 63 AND MOVED
INTO TOP-10
nomenal eight-under-63 to jump
from overnight tied 35th to tied
10th at six-under-207.
Eighteen-year-old Kshitij
Naveed Kaul (69-67-66), lying
tied fifth and two off the lead at
the halfway stage, moved up
four spots in round three to
stake his claim for a maiden
title.
“My approach shots and putting helped me score well today.
I had a slow start but I more than
made up on the back-nine. Even
though it’s my rookie season on
the PGTI, but I feel I’ve now settled down well and am not overawed by situations,” Kaul said.
Shankar Das (68-67-67), lying
one off the lead in fourth at the
halfway stage, also enjoyed a
late surge like Kaul.
Shankar made pars all the
way till the 13th before picking
up four shots on the last five
holes. Das, a seven-time winner
on the PGTI, birdied the 14th
and 15th and then sank a brilliant 15-footer for eagle on the
18th.
Chandigarh’s Harendra
Gupta, the winner of the 2016
Pune Open, closed the day in
tied 50th at six-over-219.

n
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WEST BENGAL BEAT
KERALA 9-3 WHILE
TERRITORIAL ARMY
DEFEATED UTTAR
PRADESH 18-1
beat Kerala 9-3 while Territorial
Army defeated Uttar Pradesh 18-1
in lop-sided matches. Chhattisgarh also marched ahead with a
win over Maharashtra 18-4.

Panchkula-based Angad Cheema too made gains to end the day in
third place at 10-under-203.
HT FILE

Haryana, Chandigarh ‘A’
women notch victories
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Haryana and Chan-

digarh ‘A’ teams recorded victories on during the Pandit Kedar
Nath Invitational Women cricket
tournament match organised by
Chandigarh Women Cricket
Association at Dev Samaj College, Sector 45, Chandigarh, on
Thursday.
Playing in the first match of
the day, Chandigarh ‘A’ beat
Chandigarh ‘B’ by 91 runs. Winning the toss, Chandigarh ‘A’
opted to bat and amassed 206 runs
in 25 overs, without losing a single wicket. Shivangi hit an
impressive unbeaten knock of 91
runs while Palak remained not
out on 58 runs. In reply, Chandigarh ‘B’ were all out for 115 runs
in 20.1 overs. Sehaj (31) and Sargun (24) were the main scorers
for Chandigarh ‘B’. For the winning team, Mahul and Parushi
claimed twin wickets each.
In the second match of the day,
Haryana beat Delhi by five wickets. Haryana won the toss and
opted to field. Delhi scored 130 for
5 in 25 overs. In reply, Haryana
got to the target in 18.3 overs.
Deepu (57) and Tannu (21) took
the team to easy win.

n

A batter in action during a match in the Pandit Kedar Nath
Invitational Women cricket tournament at Dev Samaj College,
HT PHOTO
Sector 45, Chandigarh, on Thursday.

Three-day yachting
state meet from today
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Chandigarh Yacht-

ing Association will conduct
Chandigarh Open State Yachting-Sailing Championship at
Sukhna Lake from April 5.
The three-day meet will be

held till April 7.
Interesting sailors can submit their entries latest by April
4 by 6pm at the Lake Sports
Complex.
Events will be conducted in
the standard laser class sailboat
and are open for both men and
women.
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shortstories
EDU SECY FOR
MORE ENROLMENT
IN GOVT SCHOOLS
LUDHIANA: Punjab school education secretary Krishan Kumar
on Thursday directed the
government school principals
to set a target to increase
the enrolment during a live
telecast meeting through receiveonly terminals (ROTs) installed
at the schools.
››P2

Doc booked, assistant held
with psychotropic drugs
LUDHIANA: Police on Wednesday
booked the doctor and owner of a
drug de-addiction centre in
Model Town for selling psychotropic drugs to addicts. The cops
also arrested the doctor’s assistant who used to deliver drugs to
the addicts. The police also
recovered 9,100 tablets and
₹78,000 cash from the centre. ››P3

debate of
the week
WRONG TRACK

HOW CAN DEATHS
ON RAILWAY LINES
BE PREVENTED?
Every month at least 17 people, on
an average, die on the railway
tracks in the jurisdiction of
Ludhiana. Out of these, at least
95% deaths occur while crossing
tracks. In some cases, people were
crushed under trains while
listening to music or taking
selfies. What steps can be taken
by authorities to ensure lives are
not snuffed out on tracks. Do you
think awareness drives can help?
Send your views to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 7.

Youth convicted of rape
on minor girl’s testimony
MARCH 2014 CASE Convict was 16 when he raped the victim, then 10 years old

›

Aneesha Sareen Kumar
n

The juvenile
committed rape with
the 10-year-old girl, which
could have a very damaging
impact upon the child victim
for all times to come.

aneesha.sareen@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : In the second such
judgment in the past one month,
the testimony of a 15-year-old
girl in court where she identified her tormentor proved
instrumental as the Juvenile
Justice Board has sentenced
the 21-year-old man to three
years in reform home for raping
the minor girl.
The board, headed by principal magistrate Preeti Sukhija,
also imposed a fine of ₹500 on the
convict, a resident of Kailash
Nagar, Ludhiana.
The convict, who originally
hails from Bihar, was 16 when
he raped the victim, then 10
years old, and hence was tried
before the Juvenile Justice
Board.
Passing the verdict on April 2,
the board stated, “The juvenile
committed rape with the
10-year-old girl without her consent, which could have a very
damaging impact upon the child
victim for all times to come,
besides being a source of shock
and embarrassment for her
family, who gathered courage
and reported the matter to the
police.”
“While deciding upon the
mode of disposal, not only the
interest of the juvenile but the
interest of the society at large
and the victim in particular are
to be kept in mind because the
administration of justice does

JUVENILE JUSTICE BOARD IN ITS ORDER

not mean justice only to the
juvenile, but it also includes
within its ambit the justice to
the victim and society at large,
so that an example can also be
set and such kinds of incidents
do not take place in future. It
should serve as a deterrent to
the people from getting involved
in such like occurrences, which
bring a bad name to the society
and to our nation also,” the judgment read.
KIDNAPPED THE GIRL
ON MOTORCYCLE
According to the prosecution
case, an FIR was registered
under Sections 376 (rape) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code, and Section 4 (penetrative sexual
assault) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act at the Basti
Jodhewal police station on
March 27, 2014.
A vegetable vendor reported
to the police that his youngest
daughter, aged 10, was kid-

Mason killed for marrying
upper caste girl, say police
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The 30-year-old man

who died of injuries inflicted by
sharp-edged weapons on
Wednesday night, was murdered by his brother-in-law and
his friend for “honour”, police
said on Thursday.
Police said the accused, Ankit
and his friend Bhupinder Singh,
murdered the victim, Raj
Kumar, a mason, because he
belonged to a lower caste and
married his sister, an upper
caste Thakur. The accused had
been nursing a grudge against
Kumar since he married his sister in 2011, and finally hatched a
conspiracy to murder him, they
said.
SISTER, WIFE
WITNESSED MURDER
It has also come to fore that
Kumar’s wife and sister witnessed him being murdered
after the accused took him out
for a walk on Wednesday.
In her statement to the police,
Kumar’s sister Rakhi Ahirbad

Servant makes off with car,
valuables in boss’ absence

VICTIM RAJ KUMAR HAD
MARRIED DEEPA, AN
UPPER CASTE, IN 2011
AGAINST HER FAMILY’S
WISHES; POLICE SAY HER
BROTHER HAD BEEN
NURSING GRUDGE SINCE
said they hailed from Chhatarpur, Madhya Pradesh, where
her brother fell in love with
Deepa of their village and married her in 2011. But as they
belonged to a lower caste, while
Deepa was from an upper caste
family, her family opposed the
marriage.
Hoping for a better life, the
couple migrated to Jaspal Bangar in Ludhiana, where Kumar
started making a living as a
mason. Eventually, her family
seemed to have accepted their
marriage, and started talking
to Deepa over the phone, Ahirbad said.
Recently, Deepa’s brother
Ankit and his friend Bhupinder

visited her in Ludhiana, seemingly alright with her marriage.
“On Wednesday night, Ankit
and Bhupinder took Kumar to
Canal Bridge for an evening
walk. Deepa and I followed
them. After reaching the bridge,
Bhupinder restrained my
brother, while Ankit stabbed
him in the neck with a sharpedged weapon. Horrified, we
raised the alarm, and Ankit and
his friend fled the scene,” she
told the police.
The women rushed Kumar to
civil hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead.
Inspector Iqbal Singh, station
house officer (SHO), Sahnewal
police station, said on Ahirbad’s
statement, they had booked the
accused under Sections 302
(murder) and 34 (act done by
several persons in furtherance
of common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code against
Ankit and Bhupinder.
A manhunt has been
launched to arrest them. The
deceased is survived by his wife
and two children — Mayank, 4,
and Harshita, 2.

napped and raped by a 16-yearold boy.
The juvenile was residing as
tenant in their neighbourhood
and used to chase and harass his
daughter, he had alleged.
On the morning of March 25,
the vendor was at work when
his wife called him at 10am that
his daughter was not at home.
He rushed back home, and
started looking for his daughter
and the teenaged boy, who was
also missing.
His daughter returned home
around 8pm the same day, and
revealed that the accused kidnapped and raped her.
She disclosed that while she
was cleaning the house from the
outside around 7am, the
accused kidnapped her on his
motorcycle.
He threatened her and took
her to a dairy at Kailash Nagar,
Ludhiana, where he raped her.
The complainant then confronted the juvenile, who
threatened him not to disclose
the incident to anyone.

But the victim’s father
approached
the
Basti
Jodhewal police, who got the
girl medically examined, and
sent her vaginal swabs for testing to a medical laboratory in
Kharar.
The juvenile was later apprehended, and produced before
the duty magistrate, Ludhiana.
VICTIM NARRATED
ORDEAL IN COURT
During the course of the trial,
the victim stepped into the witness box, and deposed how on
the fateful day her father had
gone to buy vegetables and her
mother had gone to some neighbour’s house, while she stayed
back at home.
“It was at 7am when the boy
came on a motorcycle and he
took me forcibly to a dairy at
Kailash Nagar and raped me,”
she stated, while identifying
him in court.
A medical officer from civil
hospital deposed before the
court that the victim’s medical
reports confirmed that she
raped. Besides, the potency test
report of the accused had confirmed that he was physically
able to perform sexual intercourse.
Earlier on March 14, the
board had sentenced a 17-yearold to three years in a juvenile
home for raping a 13-year-old
girl. The victim had similarly
testified in court against the
accused.

n

Police carrying out investigation at the burgled house of a hosiery factory owner in Tagore Nagar,
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana, on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
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ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Police are on the lookout for a domestic help who allegedly stole a car and valuables
from the house of a hosiery factory owner in Tagore Nagar on
Thursday.
The accused, identified as
Krishna, also sedated another
servant in the house before committing the burglary.
Police said the home owner,
Navneet Gupta, and his family
were away at Dubai for a vacation, and had the left their house
in the care of their two in-house

servants.
The burglary came to light
around 4pm on Thursday when
a maid came home for daily
cleaning. On stepping inside the
house, she found an in-house
domestic help unconscious, and
the other one missing.
She sounded the police, who
reached the spot and initiated
investigation.
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP, Civil Lines) Mandeep Singh said the police
received information that the
servant of a house in Tagore
Nagar was lying unconscious.
On reaching the spot, the police

mustread

FLIGHT OF FANCY

NO BRAKES ON
ILLEGAL AUTOS
LUDHIANA: Despite worsening pollution levels and traffic
congestion in Ludhiana,
diesel-run and unregistered
autos continue to ply in the
city. Not only do auto drivers
park illegally and stop at
undesignated places, they
also indulge in overcharging
and violate traffic rules. Many
autos are also seen being
driven overloaded.
››P3

MAN RAPES
21-YEAR-OLD,
FORCES HER TO
ABORT FOETUS
HT Correspondent
n

n

An Indian roller bird takes off on the PAU campus in Ludhiana on Thursday. The state bird of Karnataka, Odisha and Telangana, the
GURPREET SINGH/HT
bird is often seen perched on wires, and descends to the ground to hunt insects, small reptiles and amphibians.
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LUDHIANA :The Punjab education
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LUDHIANA : A day after a man

forced a 22-year-old dental student to consume poison and
attacked her with a sharp-edged
weapon, her father on Thursday
claimed that the accused used to
stalk his daughter and assaulted
her when she turned down his
proposal.
The victim, Ravneet Kaur, a
resident of Hissowal village, is
recuperating from four gashes
on the head at the Christian Medical College and Hospital
(CMCH). She is a BDS student at
Baba Jaswant Singh Dental college, Moti Nagar, and has been
living in Sector 39 for the past
three years.
After the incident, the
accused, Kulwinder Singh, alias
Kala, also of Hissowal village,
had also tried to kill himself by
consuming poison. He is admit-

ted to another hospital.
Avtar Singh, father of the victim, stated that his daughter had
told him after the attack that
Kulwinder used to stalk her.
On Wednesday, when she
went to the park near the Moti
Nagar community centre, he
reached there and attacked her
with a kirpan (a small dagger
worn by baptised Sikhs). When
she fell on the ground, Kulwinder forcibly poured poison in
her mouth and fled.
Inspector Pargat Singh, station house officer, Moti Nagar
station, said the victim was not
medically fit to record her statement. However, the police have
registered a case on her father’s
statement.
The accused has been booked
under Sections 307 (attempt to
murder) and 328 (causing hurt by
means of poison, etc., with intent
to commit an offence) of the
Indian Penal Code.

department has converted the
Government Senior Secondary
School (Boys), Multipurpose,
near Rekhi Cinema, into an
co-educational institute for
Classes 11 and 12. School principal Jasdev Singh Sekhon was
informed of the decision on
Wednesday.
The move has brought cheers
for girls students of nearby
schools, as they can now opt for
this school for senior secondary
classes.
Earlier girl students were
forced to travel at least three to
four kilometers in absence of a
government school in the area
offering admission to girls in
Classes 11 and 12.
The school offers variety of
courses in science, commerce,
humanities and vocational
stream in senior secondary
classes.
Earlier on March 20, the
school was turned co-educational for Classes 6 to 10 after the

found that the house was ransacked and a car was missing.
The ACP said preliminary
investigation had revealed that
the accused was hired only a few
days ago, and his police verification was pending.
He said that the actual loss
will be ascertained after recording the statement of the house
owner, who is expected to return
on Friday. The unconscious
domestic help was admitted to a
private hospital, and later discharged. Cops have asked him to
join investigation. Police are
waiting for the home owner’s
return to register a case.

›

As per the state education department’s directions,
we have started the admission process for girl
students in Classes 6 to 12. We have sufficient number of
classrooms and infrastructure to accommodate students.
JASDEV SINGH SEKHON , principal,
Government Senior Secondary School (Boys), Multipurpose,

director public instructions (secondary), Punjab, received
around 30 applications from
parents.
The school started the admission process for all classes on
April 1. After receiving instructions to admit girl students in
Classes 11 and 12, the school
principal made the announcement in the morning assembly
on Thursday, to make school
staff and boy students aware of
the development.
On Thursday, one girl student
took admission in the commerce
stream and the response for
Classes 6 to 10 was also overwhelming.
A student, Esha Sharma, said,
“I have given the board exams of

Class 10 and decided to take
admission in Class 11 in commerce stream. So far, I didn’t
have any option but to travel
4km to pursue secondary education.”
“But with the multipurpose
school offering admission to
girls in Classes 11 and 12, I can
now complete my secondary
education closer home,” she
said.
School principal Jagdev Singh
Sekhon said, “As per the state
education department’s directions, we have started the admission process for girl students in
Classes 6 to 12. We have sufficient number of classrooms and
infrastructure to accommodate
the students.”
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LUDHIANA : The police claim to

have busted three gangs of
snatchers and ATM thieves
with the arrest of five people.
The Division Number 2 police
arrested Raman Kumar of
Mohalla Shakti Nagar of Jodhewal from near the T-point of
Tibba Road.
Three gold rings, a pair of
gold earrings, a gold chain and
₹15,000 in cash were recovered
from his possession.
Police said he had snatched
gold jewellery and cash from a
woman, Neetu, of Parbhat
Nagar, Dholewal, on March 16.
They are working to arrest his
accomplices.
In another case, the Division
Number 3 police arrested Anil
Kumar of Bajigar Colony of
Doraha and Gurdeep Singh of
Guru Arjun Dev Nagar, and
recovered six snatched mobile
phones, one scooter and one

motorcycle from them.
The accused used to target
women for their mobile phones
and purses. They have confessed to have targeted various
people in Jamalpur, Focal
Point, Model Town and Samrala
Chowk areas, the investigators
said.
Meanwhile, the Jodhewal
police busted a gang of
ATM thieves with the arrest of
Harish Kumar of Giaspura village and Ranbeer Singh of Daba
Road. As many as five debit
cards and two motorcycles were
found in their possession.
Additional deputy commissioner of police (ADCP, City 1)
Gurpreet Singh Sikand said the
duo used to swap the debit cards
of bank customers at ATM
kiosks on the pretext of helping
them, and later used their cards
to fraudulently withdraw cash.
The accused have confessed
to have stolen cash in this manner from 25 unwary victims, he
added.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Police have booked an
Uttar Pradesh man for allegedly
raping a 21-year-old woman and
forcing her to abort the foetus.
The accused has been identified as Jamshed Malik, native of
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh.
The victim, who is a resident
of Shimlapuri, told the police
that she came in contact with
Malik around six months ago.
The accused threatened her that
he had lewd videos of her, and
will make them viral, and then
raped her several times.
When she turned pregnant, he
forced her to abort the foetus.
Thereafter, she discussed the
matter with her parents and
filed a police complaint on
Wednesday.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Pooran Singh of Division
Number 6, who is investigating
the case, said on the woman’s
complaint, they had booked
the accused under Sections 376
(rape), 328 (causing hurt by
means of poison, etc., with intent
to commit an offence), 313 (causing miscarriage without
woman’s consent) and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code, adding that a
manhunt had been launched to
arrest him.
The woman was taken for a
medical examination for confirmation of abortion.

WOMAN ALLEGES
ACCUSED JAMSHED
MALIK THREATENED
HER, CLAIMING HE HAD
HER LEWD VIDEOS THAT
HE WILL MAKE VIRAL
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ELSS: Get more out of it
BEYOND TAX BENEFITS If you are young and have more
years of service ahead, you can put a major portion of your taxsaving investment in equity linked savings scheme (ELSS)
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Thebeginningofafinancialyear

is a good time to plan your investment. It
is also a good time to put your money in
investment basket and get tax benefit as
well. One such product is equity linked
savings scheme (ELSS). ELSS is mutual
fundinvestment,whichalsogivesyoutax
benefit.Hereishowyoucanuseittowork
for you in terms of investment and taxation.

WHAT IS IT?
AnELSSschemeinvestsinequitymutual
fund. “At least 65% of the corpus is
investedinequities.Itcannotbelessthan
that,”saidSKrishnaKumar,chiefinvestment officer-equity, Sundaram Mutual
Fund. “These funds are meant for longterm wealth creation by participating in
equities and should be able to deliver
alpha (active returns) over the benchmark,” said Ajit Menon, chief executive
officerofDHFLPramericaMutualFund.
According to Value Research, currentlyaround37assetmanagementcompanies provide open-ended ELSS
schemesandsixassetmanagementcompanies provide close-ended ELSS
schemes.Thetotalnumberofopen-ended
schemes in the market is 42 whereas the
number of close-ended ELSSschemes in
the market is 28. “There are no sub-categories or types within ELSS schemes as
such but the customer has the liberty to
chooseamongELSSschemesthatinvest
insmall-,mid-andlarge-capstocks,”said
Kumar.
As an investor, you can choose either

the growth or the dividend options in
ELSS schemes. “In growth schemes you
willgetalumpsumonredemption.Individend option, you will get regular dividends from the profit generated by the
scheme,” said Krishna Kumar. Accordingtofinancialplanners,agrowth-based
ELSSschemegenerallyfaresbetterthan
dividend-based ELSS schemes. “When
you are paid a dividend out of your ELSS
scheme, the net asset value (NAV) takes
ahit.Ifyouneedmoneyafteryourlock-in
you can alwaysredeem it withoutaffecting theNAV ofthe scheme at all.Hencea
growth scheme is better,” said Suresh
Sadagopan,founderofLadder7Financial
Advisories. If you have a salary income
and are not looking for regular income
from your investment, then you should
opt for growth option. “Also you cannot
becertainthatyourschemewillgenerate
returns and the fund manager will
declare a dividend. For example, in the
year gone-by, the returns were hardly
2-3%,” said Sadagopan. If you invest in
ELSS, you can claim tax benefit under
section80CoftheincometaxActforupto
₹1.5 lakh.

CONSIDERING ELSS IN YOUR
PORTFOLIO
Thereareacoupleofparametersthatyou
cankeepinmindbeforezeroingdownon
aparticularELSSscheme.“Consistence
in beating the benchmark, historical
returns, the kind of underlying assets
they invest in, fund manager’s performance and expense ratio are some of the
parametersyoushouldlookat,”saidVishal Dhawan, founder of Plan Ahead
WealthAdvisors.Accordingto financial

The past performance is not an indicator of future returns.
Hence, look at other parameters before investing

5-YEAR RETURN (%)

19.92

Quant Tax Plan
Aditya Birla Sun Life
Tax Relief 96
Tata India Tax
Savings Fund
Axis Long-Term
Equity Fund

17.66

DSP Tax
Saver Fund

17.54

18.17
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Process and premium: You need to
complete your basic know-yourcustomer (KYC) norms on the
Mobikwik app to use the cyber
insurance cover. The plan is
available at ~99 per month for a
~50,000 cover.

17.93
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10-YEAR RETURN (%)
ICICI Prudential
Long-Term Equity
Fund (Tax Saving)
Invesco India Tax Plan

Mode of purchase: The product is
an app-only feature and can be
found under the insurance tab on
the Mobikwik app. You can also see
the insurance policy as an add-on
option in the wallet section. You can
pay from the Mobikwik wallet as
well as use other payment options

21.21
20.48

DSP Tax Saver Fund

19.90

HDFC Long -Term
Advantage Fund

19.89

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Tax Relief 96

19.70
SOURCE: Valueresearchonline.com

planners,youshouldnothavemorethan
two ELSS scheme in your portfolio.
“Depending on your age and risk profile
you can decide which kind of ELSS
scheme suits you but multiple schemes
are not required,” said Melvin Joseph,
founder of Navi-Mumbai based Finvin
Financial Planners.
RememberthatELSShasathree-year
lock-in, hence, you can withdraw only
afterthreeyears.“Iftheschemecontinuously underperforms after the lock-in

Return
as on March
25, 2019
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period, you can pull out from the ELSS
scheme. If you want to invest gain after
pullingoutfortax-savingpurposes,then
you can look at a different ELSSscheme.
Forthesamereason,whenyouarestudying your scheme’s performance and
returns, it is essential to compare it with
theperformanceofthepeerschemesand
then analyse if it is underperforming or
not,” said Dhawan.
Now are you wondering of all the 80C
options,wheredoesELSSstand?“Itisdif-

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Buying products in small

affordable sizes is not a new concept.
For instance, shampoos were successfully sold, especially in rural India, in
sachets through which the shampoo
industrytappedintothelower-endmarket, which could buy it at a low cost for
one-time use. Taking this concept
ahead, the insurance industry has
introduced sachet or bite-sized insurance products in the market. Still at a
nascent stage, sachet insurance productsaregaininginterestfrominvestors
andconsumers.HTMoneylooksatbitesize insurance products and tells you
whether you should buy it.

LOW PREMIUM, LOW COVER
Small-ticket insurance cover, also
knownassachetorbite-sizeinsurance,
is a non-comprehensive plan,focusing
onaspecificneedandcomeswith alow
premiumandlowercover.Itisdifferent
from micro insurance, which has been
around for a while and typically caters
to the bottom of the pyramid.
An example of bite-size insurance is
the insurance you get with your train
ticket on IRCTC website, which is supportedbyapublicinsurancecompany.
Insurancecompaniesandonlineinsurance technology companies are buildingsachetinsuranceforbothlifeinsuranceandgeneralinsurance. However,
currently it focuses on general insurance categories such as health, travel,
home appliances and lifestyle needs.
Companies such as Toffee Insurance,
DigitInsuranceandMobikwikprovide
bite-size insurance online. Insurance
companiessuchasICICILombardalso
offerbite-sizeinsurance,whichyouwill
notice when you book airline tickets
online. “The sum insured gets defined
by the premium. A premium of up to
₹1,000 per year can be called as sachet
insurance and the sum insured will
depend on the category where it can go
up to ₹4-5 lakh,” said Rohan Kumar,
chief executive officer, Toffee Insurance. For instance, Digit Insurance

offers a holiday home cover for ₹200
excluding tax for ₹2 lakh cover. These
insurance products require less documentationforunderwritingunlikeconventional policies.

SHOULD YOU OPT FOR IT?
Targeted towards millennials who
don’t have insurance or are first-time
buyers, these policies can be a starting
point. “There is a large segment that
doesn’t have any insurance and may
perceive threat to certain risks as
opposedtocompletecoverage.Bite-size
covers can help individuals get introducedtoaproductandtakecertainbenefits before she decides to opt for a fullfledged cover,” says Rahul Aggarwal,
chief executive officer, Optima InsuranceBroker.Butthelowcovermaynot
be adequate. Let’s consider a fitness
insurance plan at ₹430, which offers an
accidentaldeathanddisablementlump
sumupto₹1lakh.Althoughtargetedfor
a section that does not have insurance,
it does not really benefit the family in
case of death because the accidental
death coverage of ₹1 lakh is extremely
low.“They aredefinitelynot for everyone as consumers with pre-existing
conditions andhigher risks will have a
different requirement,” said Kumar.
Another problem is the insufficient
data to establish the claim settlement
ratio considering most products have
been introduced only recently. And
bite-sizeinsurancethathaveexistedfor
awhilehavelowclaimsettlementratio.
“Forinstance,indomestictravelinsurance, the claims ratio is 8% of the premiumandforoverseastravelinsurance
it is 25-30%. The incurred claim ratio
shouldexceed50%foranyproduct.Itis
lowbecausepeopleeitherdon’tclaimor
most claims are not properly paid
because of specific conditions that are
difficulttointerpret,”saysKapilMehta,
co-founder, Securenow.com. Accordingtofinancialplanners,itisadvisable
to havea term plan ifyou have dependents and a basic health plan in place. If
you intend to buy bite-size covers then
understand the inclusions and exclusions to avoid last-minute surprises.

THE COST OF SACHET INSURANCE
If you are new to insurance
and want to try out
bite-size insurance,
understand the
exclusions first

682
Disease-specific

1 lakh

489
Home

1 lakh

Premium
Types of insurance
Sum assured

Tenure

430
Accident

400
Travel

35 lakh

1 lakh
up to
180 days

1 year
1 year
1 year

Source: HT Research

REGULATORY SANDBOX
Recently, RBI governor Shaktikanta
Dassaidthecentral
bank will set up a
regulatory sandbox, for which
guidelines will be
issued in two
months. The aim is to have appropriate
regulatoryandsupervisoryframeworks
to ensure an orderly development of fintech, to streamline their influence into
thefinancialsystem,toprotectcustomers
and safeguard the interest of all stakeholders. RBI’s working group on fintech
and digital banking suggested the introductionofa‘regulatorysandboxorinnovation hub’ within a well-defined space
and duration to experiment with fintech
solutions.

THE PROCESS

Thereareanumber
of sandbox models
globally. “London
and Singapore
comestobetheclosest.AsforIndia,the
sandbox model is
for the regulator,”
said Vivek Belgavi, partner and leader,
fintech at PwC India. “It means if I am a
financialservicescompanysuchasafintech or a bank and I want to test out a
product or process I can do it through
this. Say I want to do digital onboarding
and use video and other options to check
the authentic insteadof in-person verification.AndIwanttocheckwiththeregulatorifthismodelwillbeacceptablethen
sandbox is the place where I will show
this method,” he said.

3
4

Coverage: The product covers only
unauthorised financial transactions
in bank account, credit cards, debit
cards and payment wallets. Phishing
or any other cybercrimes are not
covered

ficult to compare ELSS with other taxsaving options because of the difference
in the nature of products. Let’s take the
exampleofPPF.ELSSandPPFareinherently different products so who should
invest in which product is completely
contextualanddependsonyourriskprofile,” said Sadagopan. If you are young
and have more years of service ahead,
you can put a major portion of your taxsaving investment in ELSS as equity
investment can help in growth.

moneybasics
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Here is what you should know about
the new cyber insurance cover:

PERFORMANCE OF ELSS SCHEMES

Bite-size insurance:
Is it really worth it? RBI to set up regulatory sandbox
Sonali Chowdhury

quickguide
ICICI LOMBARDMOBIKWIK CYBER
INSURANCE COVER

Should you opt for it: “It is a
narrow product because it provides
you a cover of only ~50,000. There
are other covers in the market which
are far more comprehensive and
cover other risks too, such as
malware. So if you are looking to get
covered fully, then you should go for
a comprehensive product. If you are
looking for a single-item solution
then this product might suit you,”
said Vishal Dhawan, a Mumbaibased financial planner.

TERM OF THE DAY
REGTECH AND
SUPTECH
WHAT IS REGTECH?

IMPACT ON YOU

RegTech is an application or platform which
Sandbox is an
makes regulatory compliance more efficient
through automated processes and lowers the costs
experiment
of compliance, according to the Reserve Bank of India.
space. It does
RegTech focuses on technologies that facilitate the
two things—
delivery of regulatory requirements more efficiently and
gives a sense to
effectively.
the regulator
on
where
WHAT IS SUPTECH?
changes are
According to the central bank, SupTech is technology to
required and wherever required, it
be used by the regulators and supervisors to support
canbeimplemented.“Itisaplacewhere
an experiment can be done. The RBI’s supervision. The objectives of SupTech are seamless
and straight-through data collection or
purposeisregulationandsandboxcanbe
reporting, data analysis and decision
expected to be used for it,” said Belgavi.
making, streamlined licencing, market
RBIisnotthefirsttoconsiderregulatory
monitoring and surveillance.
sandbox.TheInsuranceRegulatory and
DevelopmentAuthorityofIndia(IRDAI)
hasalsomulledlettingfirmstestproducts
aspartofitssandboxapproachtotestdigital and tech-based innovations before
launching them in the market.

WANT TO BUILD AN
~1 CRORE KITTY?

W O R L D A U T I S M D AY

For autism treatment, insurance an issue

If you start investing early,
you will have to invest smaller
amount

Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Signs of Autism Spectrum

Disorder (ASD), a developmental
condition that affects a person’s
social communication and play
skills, can be seen in children as
young as 8-12 years of age. According
to research by Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in the US, 1
in 59 children have autism in their
country. “In the absence of good
research studies and official numbers, we generally look at the US
numbers because it is fairly global,”
said Dr Koyeli Sengupta, director of
Autism Intervention Services at
Mumbai-based Ummeed Child
Development Center. According to
INCLEN Trust International, 475 of
3,964 children (between 2 and 9 years)
had at least one Neurodevelopmental
Disorder (NDD). Among children
with NDDs, 21.7% had two or more
NDDs and 79.6% children with ASD.
ASD can have serious emotional and
financial impact on the affected person’s families. On World Autism
Day, we look at the insurance covers
available and why it is not enough.

NOT ENOUGH COVER
Under the National Trust Act 1999,
the government offers Niramaya
Health Insurance scheme for autistic
patients. “When it comes to autism,
the insurance policy provides coverage for ₹1 lakh a year for ₹250,” said
Aditi Jha, case-cordinator at
Ummeed Child Development Center.
“The treatments are capped under
this plan. For example, ₹10,000 annually is capped for therapy sessions.”
When it comes to private insurance
companies, there is not enough
cover. “Private insurance scenario is
not good as they do not provide cover
to autistic patients or have a waiting
period,” said Kapil Mehta, founder of
SecureNow.in. Currently, Star
Health Insurance Co. Ltd. is the only
private insurer in the market with an
insurance plan specifically for

58,517

To get
~1 cr at 60,
you will
have to
invest

(figures in
/month)

32,295
19,876
6,850

10,570
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autism. “The premium for a 20-year
old is ₹6,284 annually and sum
insured is fixed at ₹3 lakh, it is also
the maximum a company offers,”
said Amit Chhabra, business head of
health insurance, Policybazaar.com.
In fact, “all insurers have to cover
autism by law because mental health
issues cannot be excluded and
autism falls very broadly in that category,” added Mehta. For example,
Religare Health Insurance Company
Ltd’s Care Freedom plan, covers
autism along with other illnesses as
well. “The plan is available for a sum
insured of ₹3-10 lakh. Premium for a
20 year-old male is ₹5,383 for ₹3 lakh
sum insured and ₹6,236 for ₹5 lakh.”

LIMITATIONS , EXCLUSIONS
Star Health’s plan has some limits on
specific treatments. For example,
hospitalisation for treatment of seizures is capped at ₹25,000 and hospitalisation for treatment of fractures
requiring surgery is capped at 20% of
the sum insured. “Because of the limits, the plan may not work for some
patients but it is important to note
that Star Health’s plan can be bought
only in the child’s name. Plans like

Religare’s need to be family floater
plans where in the child’s protection
is a +1 along with the parent’s,” said
Chabbra. “As every health insurance
plan has its own limits, parents can
review their affordability and
requirement and check which plan
works for them,” said Chitra Iyer,
CEO of Mumbai-based My Financial
Advisor, trustee of Forum for
Autism. Chitra said it is better that
parents go for a term cover because it
is cheaper and will provide sufficiently for a child after the parent’s
demise. “Parents can claim tax
deduction on the medical expenses
spent on their dependent children
while autistic individuals themselves can claim a tax deduction
under section 80 (U) for themselves,”
said Chitra, founder of Forum for
Autism in India. “Monthly expenditure ranges between ₹10,000 and
₹20,000 for a child with any special
need. For autism, it can range
between ₹6,000 to ₹25,000,” she said.
Hence, parents should start investing very early in life because not only
are they planning for themselves and
their retirement but also for their
child’s adult life and retirement.

30yrs 35yrs 40yrs 45yrs 50yrs

Interest rate on investment at
12% per annum
Source: Arthayantra.com

INVEST IN PPF AT THE
START OF THE YEAR
If you invest in the beginning
of the year, your money will
grow more
Amount
you invest
in PPF for
15 years:

~12,500
per month
per year

~1.5 lakh
per
annum

Date of
investments

Every
month on
or before
5th

On or
before
5th of
April

Total
amount
you get
after 15
years

42,49,306 43,98,642

Interest
earned

19,99,306 21,48,642

Note: Returns at 8% per annum
Source: Right Horizons
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No brakes on illegal autos in city
PLYING WITH IMPUNITY Amid lack of action, diesel-run and unregistered autos have a free run in city
Atish Sharma
n

dent of New Model Town.

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Despite worsening

pollution levels and traffic congestion in Ludhiana, diesel-run
and unregistered autos continue to ply in the city. Not
only do auto drivers park illegally and stop at undesignated
places, they also indulge in
overcharging and violate
traffic rules. Many autos are
also seen being driven overloaded, often leading to severe
accidents.
The data available with the
district transport office say that
the total number of three-wheelers in the city is 21,500, out of
which 17,500 run on diesel,
while the remaining 4,000 run
on LPG. Interestingly, as per
auto rickshaw unions, the number of illegal autos in the city is a
whopping 50,000.
A number of autos can be
seen parked outside shops,
opposite the bus stand in Ludhiana, and outside railway station
near the Jagraon bridge.
Traders and retailers have
also lodged complaints against
auto drivers who are park
outside their shops haphazardly.
Pawan Chawla, who owns a
shop near the railway station,

FIVE-DAY GLOBAL
CONCLAVE ON
DISEASES
BEGINS AT CMCH
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The five-day Junior

World Congress on the theme of
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) began at Christian Medical College and Hospital (CMCH)
here on Thursday.
More than 300 national and
international delegates participated in the first international
medical undergraduate conference being hosted by the medical
institute, which is celebrating
125th year of its establishment.
NCDs like primarily stroke,
heart disease, cancer, chronic
kidney disease and diabetes are
responsible for 63% of all deaths
worldwide. With India witnessing a shift from communicable to
NCDs, the theme was significant
for the JWC.
Dr Jeyaraj D Pandian, principal, CMC, said the JWC will equip
students in the area of NCDs
through high quality workshops
and key note lectures delivered
by national and international
experts.
College director Dr William
Bhatti said the with this conference, CMC will continue its legacy of giving back to the
community, that started with Dr
Edith Brown, the founder of the
institution.
The chief guest Dr Prashant
Mathur, director, National Centre for Disease Informatics and
Research, Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), applauded
the efforts of the students. He said
NCDs can be prevented through
awareness and early intervention. He gave information about
the national programme for prevention and control of cancer,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseases
and stroke (NPCDCS) that
focuses on screening, prevention
and treatment of the NCDs. Dr
Atul Mehta, Cleveland Clinic, Dr
Tarlok Purewal,USA, and Dr
Derek de Sa, Canada, were also
present in the ceremony.
The conference has been
endorsed by renowned national
and international medical organisations like ICMR, Cleveland
Clinic, World Stroke Organisation among others.

n

Diesel-run autos (black) outside the Ludhiana inter-state bus terminus. According to the district
transport office data, of the 21,500 autos plying in the city, 17,500 run on diesel.

said, “We have been losing costumers on a daily basis as rush
of auto drivers leaves the shops
almost inaccessible. We have
complained many times besides
challans, no action is taken
against them.
Sharing Chawla’s plight, Jas-

meen Singh, who owns a shop
near the bus stand, said despite
their repeated effort, no serious
action has been taken against
auto drivers in the city.
Local residents also raised
concerns over auto drivers consume liquor and drugs, and cre-

HT PHOTO

ating havoc by shouting and
fighting at night.
“I have a 13-year-old son
whose study session is
disturbed as auto drivers
create a lot of noise at night outside our house,” said
Ramneck Kaur Banga, a resi-

ANOTHER BLOW

LIP cashier declares resignation on FB
HT Correspondent
n

ary 2017 after resigning from
Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP) and speculations are rife
that Kaka might again join BJP or
its alliance party Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) in the
coming days. Kaka had also contested legislative assembly elections on LIP ticket from
Ludhiana central constituency
but lost to Congress MLA Surinder Dawar.
Earlier on April 1, former MLA
from Mansa, Prem Mittal, had
resigned from the LIP and joined
Congress. Mittal, who had served
as senior deputy mayor in the city
during Congress regime, had

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: In yet another shocker

for the Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) led
by Atam Nagar MLA Simarjeet
Singh Bains ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, LIP in-charge of
Ludhiana central constituency
and cashier (Punjab) Vipan Sood
Kaka resigned from the primary
membership of the party on
Thursday.
Kaka posted his resignation on
Facebook on Thursday evening,
saying that he was feeling suffocated in the party and was not
able to serve people due to which

n

Vipan Sood Kaka said he
was feeling suffocated in the
party and was not able to
HT PHOTO
serve people.

he, along with his supporters, had
resigned. Kaka was not available
for comments.
Kaka had joined LIP in Janu-

joined the LIP in February 2018.
WHAT PARTY
CHIEF SAYS
Party chief Simarjeet Singh
Bains, however, said that he had
also come to know about Kaka’s
resignation through Facebook,
but it will not affect the party in
any way during the upcoming
elections. “We have always stood
with the people. The leaders or
workers who are leaving the LIP
are moving against the voice of
the people and will not be
accepted by them. The party will
remain strong in the upcoming
elections,” said Bains.

n

The incomplete 6-km flyover from Sherpur Chowk to Jalandhar Bypass has been a constant source of
traffic jams, much to the chagrin of commuters.
HT FILE PHOTO

N H A I R E P LY T O R T I P L E A

‘Sherpur Chowk flyover to be
completed by March 2020’
Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA: The contentious flyover project from Sherpur
Chowk to Jalandhar Bypass,
which is part of the PanipatJalandhar six-lane project, will
be completed by March 31, 2020,
stated the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) in
reply to a query filed under the
Right to Information (RTI) Act.
The query, filed by RTI activist Rohit Sabharwal, had asked
the NHAI to “provide on record
the reason for not completing
the 6-km stretch leading from
Sherpur Chowk, Oswal Cancer
Hospital Chowk to Jalandhar
bypass in Ludhiana”.
In reply to the query, Nirmal
Kumar, manager (technical) for
the project director, said, “The
work on highway stretch in
question was held up on hindrance of its site situation raised
on demand by the local public on
its grievances. So as a change of
scope proposed on this work has
not been agreed by the authority
concerned and decided to be
completed within the provision
of concession agreement, the

work is now under its attempt
and likely to be completed by
March 31, 2020.”
Ludhiana road safety council
member Rahul Verma said the
stalled work on the flyover
project had been leading to traffic chaos. “No passage was provided by the company, SOMA,
for the local traffic. We had a discussion with the NHAI, who had
confirmed that they would float
a fresh tender for providing passage for the local traffic as price
negotiation with SOMA had
failed,” he said.
MIRED IN CONTROVERSY
FOR 10 YEARS
The 300-km Panipat-Jalandhar
six-lane project has been
embroiled in controversy since
its inception in September 9,
2009.
The project, which was
scheduled to be completed by
November 11, 2011, has been
missing deadline after deadline. The charging of hefty toll
at the Ladhowal toll plaza on the
six-lane project has also
remained a political hot potato.
It was in 2016 as well as 2017,
when Lok Insaaf Party (LIP)

chief Simarjeet Singh Bains had
protested over the hike in toll
price and accused the construction company of not completing
the project.
Around a month ago, local
Congress MP Ravneet Singh
Bittu along with cabinet minister Bharat Bhushan Ashu and
other party leaders had staged a
dharna at the toll plaza.
The MP had stated that till the
time the construction of three
flyovers, namely those near
Jodhewal Basti, Sherpur
Chowk and Oswal Cancer Hospital Chowk, is not completed,
he will not let the company
charge toll from the commuters.
The Congress party had ended
their daylong protest after the
construction company resumed
the construction of the flyovers.
However, on Tuesday, district Shiromani Akali Dal president and MLA Ranjit Dhillon
had raised objections and
claimed that the construction of
flyover without providing passages for local traffic will result
in a lot of inconvenience to area
residents. He had demanded
that the work be stopped at the
earliest.

Doc booked, assistant held for Day after complaint, hoardings of
supplying psychotropic drugs Bittu removed from trees in Dugri
R AC K E T AT D E - A D D I C T I O N C E N T R E B U S T E D

HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
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LUDHIANA: Police on Wednesday

booked the doctor and owner of a
drug de-addiction centre in
Model Town for selling psychotropic drugs to addicts. The cops
also arrested the doctor’s assistant who used to deliver drugs to
the addicts.
The police have also recovered
9,100 tablets and ₹78,000 cash
from Dr Pankaj Verma Neuropsychiatric and De-addiction
Centre, after the arrest of
Verma’s assistant Manjit
Singh alias Bunty of Phullanwal
village.
Ludhiana special task force
(STF) unit in-charge inspector
Harbans Singh said they had
received secret information that
Dr Pankaj Verma, was selling
psychotropic drugs to addicts
through Bunty.
The inspector said according
to the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, a doctor cannot sell
the drugs outside his premises
nor give more than 60 tablets to a
patient. Moreover, such tablets
cannot be sold without prescription of a doctor, the inspector
said.
During questioning, Bunty
told the police that Verma used to

n

The assistant of Dr Pankaj Verma Neuropsychiatric and De-addiction
HT PHOTO
Centre (centre) in police custody on Thursday.

9,100 TABLETS AND
₹78,000 CASH ALSO
RECOVERED FROM PVT
CENTRE IN MODEL TOWN
send him to deliver drugs to
addicts at their doorstep as per
the order, following which he collected money and handed it over
to the doctor.
The inspector further said the
duo has been booked under sections 21/29/61/85 of the NDPS Act
at the Model Town police station.

“We have launched a manhunt
for arrest of Verma. More important information is being
expected from the accused during
questioning,” the inspector said.
CLASS-10 PASS-OUT
ASSISTED DOCTOR
Police probe found that Manjit, a
Class-10 pass-out with no medical
experience, is not even qualified
to be an assistant to any
doctor. According to the STF officials, the doctor had employed
Manjit, who is himself an addict,
for drug supply.

SAFETY FIRST
LUDHIANA : Safe Drive Stay
Alive, a non-governmental
organisation (NGO), conducted
an awareness drive on road
safety at Bhai Wala Chowk in
order to apprise people of the
benefits of abiding by traffic
rules.

Volunteers asked the city
residents about the benefits
of zebra crossing and seat belt
during the drive. Traffic
marshal Naval Kishore Kaura,
NGO president, said the
commuters, especially women
drivers, were requested to
wear a covered helmet instead
of wearing cloth around their
face.

n

‘MIGRANTS TO BLAME’
Ramesh Kumar, an auto driver
from Jagraon, said, “Unregistered auto drivers in Ludhiana
are from various states namely
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh who
have migrated to the city for
their livelihood. There are some
auto drivers whose permit has
ended, but they are still plying
on Ludhiana roads.”
Ludhiana auto union president Inderjeet said several complaints made by the union to
eradicate the menace of
illegal auto rickshaws had
fallen on deaf ears. “We have
complained to the authorities
many a time about outside auto
rickshaws making it into the
city, but nobody seems to be
keen on solving our issue,” he
said.
“Local auto drivers with permit suffer as they are not able to
earn much money because there
are more unregistered autos
than the registered ones,” he
added.
However, Ludhiana district
transport officer Damanjit
Singh Mann said, “We have
been keeping a check on auto
drivers in the city and issuing
challans to unregistered auto
drivers.”

Traffic police officials during an awareness drive at Bhai Bala Chowk in Ludhiana on Thursday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

Jereme, a US national, also
participated in the awareness
drive and requested the
drivers to follow the traffic
rules. NGO finance secretary
Minni Kalia, traffic marshal
Darshan Arora, captain
Subhash Babbar and traffic
police zone incharge Jagjit
Singh also took part in the
HTC
awareness campaign.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A day after a non-governmental organisation (NGO)
complained to the district election officer-cum-deputy commissioner Pradeep Kumar Agrawal
against posters of local Congress
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu nailed to
trees in Dugri, the administration
on Thursday removed the posters
from the area.
Amandeep Singh Bains, coordinator of the NGO, RBS Roots,
on Wednesday had demanded
action against Bittu for nailing
posters to the trees which had
resulted in irreversible damage
to the trees and environment.
Bains had also sought directions
to other political parties to stay
away from such illegal practices.
Jagraon additional deputy
commissioner-cum-nodal officer
Systematic Voters’ Education
and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) activities Neeru Katyal
said the complaint was received
on the cVIGIL app following
which the posters were removed.

WHAT ABOUT
OTHER AREAS?
Ahead of Lok Sabha elections,
political hoardings of local MP
Ravneet Bittu dot city roads in
violation of the model code of conduct. Installed on the main roads
of the city including Haibowal,
Model Town, Dugri road and railway station road, the hoardings
have failed to draw the attention
of the district administration.
The residents have also been
complaining against the defacement of public property including
pillars of the flyover near

n

CITY PLASTERED Hoardings of Congress MP Ravneet Singh Bittu dotting the pillars of the flyover near
GURPREET SIINGH/HT
the railway station in Ludhiana.

›

Defacement of public property has been
resulting into nuisance. Political parties should
be restricted from such activities and strict action
should be taken against the violators.
GURPAL GREWAL , social activist

the railway station, but to no
avail. The hoardings at the railway station road also carry the
name of district Congress president Ashwani Sharma as the
publisher.
Social activist Gurpal Grewal
said such defacement of public
property had been resulting into

nuisance.
“Political parties should be
restricted from such activities
and strict action should be taken
against the violators. The public
should also come forward and
complain against such illegal
activities, as only then the administration will be pressured to take

action against the political leaders who throw caution to the
wind,” said Grewal.
Jagraon additional deputy
commissioner Neeru Katyal said
she will get the railway station
road and other areas checked
from the flying teams and the
hoardings will be removed immediately. She said a notice will also
be served to the party for flouting
the norms and the cost will be
added to the expenditure of the
party concerned.
Despite repeated attempts, district Congress president Ashwani Sharma was not available
for comments.

Bus driver held
with unaccounted
₹54L in Zirakpur
MOHALI:Police recovered ₹54 lakh
unaccounted cash from a private
bus at a naka in Zirakpur in the
wee hours of Wednesday.
The driver, Swaran Singh, 46,
of Jammu, was acting as a courier
and has been arrested, said
police.With Lok Sabha poll code
in force, people carrying cash and
valuables worth above ₹50,000
have to explain the source.
The cash was stuffed in two
sacks kept near the rear tool box
in the luggage compartment.
Swaran said the money was to
be delivered to one Naresh Gandhi in Hoshiarpur.
HTC
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BAGS ICAR Agri experts guide
Increase enrolment in govt schools PAU
PROJECT ON
farmers on mentha
NATURAL
by 20%: Edu secy to principals
RESOURCE MGMT and maize cultivation
AWARENESS Principals told to hold rallies, install flex boards to educate people on facilities in schools

HT Correspondent

HT Correespondent
n

HT Correspondent
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KUMAR SAID THE
STATE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT WILL
PROVIDE FUNDS TO
SCHOOLS THAT ENROL
MORE STUDENTS
AGAINST SCHOOL’S
SEATING CAPACITY

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Punjab school educa-

tion secretary Krishan Kumar
on Thursday directed the government school principals to set
a target to increase the enrolment during a live telecast meeting through receive only terminals (ROTs) installed at the
schools.
Kumar said the government
schools in the city should make
efforts to increase the enrolment
by 20% in the new academic
session.
He also asked the principals to
hold rallies and install flex
boards outside the campus to
spread awareness about the
facilities being provided by the
schools among people.
“The government model
schools need to enrol 70 new students in every class, from kindergarten to Class 6, during the
admission process for the new
academic session,” said the state
education secretary.
He said the schools could also
hold draw of lots to finalise the
names of the students for these
classes.
“The government schools that
enrol more students against the
seating capacity or school infrastructure, will be provided
funds as per requirement by
the state education department,”
he said.

this, the department is preparing
a new application for people to
donate books for school libraries,” said Kumar.
He said students can indulge
themselves in reading books in
the beginning of new session.
This will help them learn new
words and also enhance their
knowledge, he said.

n

Government school principals and teachers during a live video interaction with the Punjab education
secretary at Government Senior Secondary Smart School, PAU, in Ludhiana on Thursday. GURMINDER SINGH/HT
DISTRIBUTE NEW BOOKS
IMMEDIATELY
Directing the school principals
to distribute new textbooks
among students immediately,
the state education secretary
said the books could either be
given to them by their parents or
students of other classes.

Kumar said the school principals should make sure that students come to school everyday.
“This will not only help children understand their class
lessons better but also enable
teachers to complete the prescribed syllabus beforetime,”
he added.

Kumar also instructed the
school heads to issue library
books to students so as to
inculcate reading habits among
them.
“If a school is short of books in
the library, they can motivate
parents and people to donate
books for the school library. For

TEACHERS TO WRITE
200 WORDS ARTICLE
Kumar said the government
school teachers should organise
debates, poster-making and
painting competitions to educate students about the Indian
freedom struggle.
He also asked the teachers of
government schools to write an
article of 200 words on the Indian
freedom struggle and said the
teachers could send their article
on telegraphy, an online application, so that the information
could be circulated among people across the state.

76TH ANNUAL PRIZE
DISTRIBUTION AT GCG
LUDHIANA: Government College for
Girls (GCG), Ludhiana, organised its
76th annual prize distribution on
Thursday. As many as 496 students
from different streams, including
humanities, commerce, science,
PGDCA, add-on course in journalism,
and certificate course in business
analytics (CBA), were awarded prizes
for their performance in academics,
sports and extra-curricular activities.
Member of Punjab Public Service
Commission Neelam Grewal, was the
chief guest. Principal Savita Sharma
read out the annual report. As many
as 83 students were awarded the roll
of honour, 37 were awarded the
“College Colour” and 154 students
were given merit certificates for
excellence in social and cultural
activities, sports and academics. A
total of 34 students got the “Outstanding Student” award. Certificates of appreciation were awarded
to college head girl Japneet Kaur,
additional head girl Simranjit Kaur
and NSS president Amanpreet Kaur.
Additionally, 67 council members
were awarded certificates.

LUDHIANA : The School of Organic
Farming, PAU, Ludhiana, kick-started
a project on “Good agricultural
practices in Basmati rice - wheat summer moong cropping system” at
a training camp at Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Ferozepur. “Summer moong
seed and consortium biofertiliser for
50 acres were distributed among the
farmers of selected cluster under
Biotech-KISAN project,” said CS
Aulakh, director, School of Organic
Farming. He said the aim of the
project was to demonstrate and
popularise good agricultural practices for production of safe food for
consumers. The project will be
implemented in three farm clusters
of 50 acres each in Ferozepur, Sangrur
and Patiala districts. The produce of
all farm clusters will be certified as
“IndiaGAP” from an accredited
certification agency. The two-year
duration project costing ₹98 lakh is
funded by the department of
biotechnology, Union ministry of
science and technology.

300 farmers attend PAU
Kisan Club’s monthly camp
LUDHIANA: The monthly training
camp of the PAU Kisan Club was
organised under the guidance of the
director of extension education,
Jaskarn Singh Mahal, on Thursday.
More than 300 farmers took part in
the training camp. Rupinder Kaur
welcomed the guests and gave a
brief on the events to be organised
April. TS Riar, associate director, skill
development, outlined various
activities conducted by the Kisan
Club. Dilbag Singh shed light on

tural University (PAU) bagged a
major project on Thursday, led
by the department of soil science
in association with departments
of farm machinery and power
engineering, soil and water engineering, forestry and natural
resources, plant breeding and
genetics, agro meteorology and
climate change, and agronomy.
Vice-chancellor BS Dhillon,
divulged that “School of Natural
Resources Management for Sustainable Agriculture” has been
setup under this project with a
funding of ₹20 crore from ICARnational agricultural higher
education project (NAHEP). He
said the project will bring
vibrancy in the academic atmosphere and inspire students and
faculty to perform better.
Coordinator of the project and
head of department of soil science, OP Choudhary, revealed
the project was aimed beyond
crop productivity and will further strengthen PAU’s research
focus on conservation of natural
resources and eco-friendly residue management.
Dean of post graduate studies,
PAU, and nodal officer of this
project, GK Sangha, said “The
project aims to develop resources and infrastructure for providing high quality education to
students, focusing on natural
resource management.”
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LUDHIANA : The Punjab Agricultural Management and Extension Training Institute (PAMETI) organised a day-long workshop for project directors of
Agricultural Technology Management Agency (ATMA) on
PAU campus on Thursday.
In all, 15 ATMA extension
functionaries from various districts of Punjab attended the
workshop.
Mahesh Kumar, head, department of processing and food
engineering, PAU, discussed
various aspects in production of
jaggery and value addition
options.
He also spoke on the major
constraints in the production of
jaggery.
“Design of crusher is ineffi-

Students rejoice after the annual prize distribution function at Government College for Girls in Ludhiana on Thursday.

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

organised a conclave on career
opportunities in biotechnology.
Jagdeep Singh Sandhu, biotechnologist, Punjab Agricultural University,
discussed biotechnology as an
emerging career opportunity in crop
improvement, food technology,
nutrition, medicines, healthcare,
forensic sciences, etc. Rohit Mankotia, circle head, Life Cell International
Private Limited, discussed stem cell
technology as a revolutionary field of
biotechnology. He elaborated on the
utilisation of stem cells to treat
various genetic diseases. TC Yadav,
senior research fellow at IIT Roorkee,
spoke on the use of software and
tools to manage the vast biological
data. He discussed numerous
techniques to engineer biomolecules
for use in research.

LUDHIANA : A three-month training
programme on “Crop Production”
concluded at Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU) on Thursday. The
directorate of extension education,
PAU, had designed the programme
for rural youths. A total of 34 trainees
attended the programme. TS Riar,
associate director of skill development, said participants were educated about agriculture activities and
subsidiary occupations. The PAU
experts threw light on crop production, horticulture, vegetables and
their insect-pest and disease management, dairy farming, beekeeping,
mushroom cultivation, etc., he said.
Special guests JS Bhalla, head,
department of extension education,
and SK Thind, in-charge, Plant Clinic,
advised the trainees to start their
own ventures and get financial
benefits.

PAU kick-starts project on
good agricultural practices

LUDHIANA: : The Punjab Agricul-

HT Correspondent

n

Sat Paul Mittal School
organises workshops
n
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LUDHIANA: The department of
extension education of Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
organised an awareness camp
on “Successful cultivation of
field crops: Mentha and maize”
at Bharowal Kalan village on
Thursday. More than 100 farmers took part in the awareness
camp.
Baldev Singh, chief agriculture officer, department of agriculture and farmers’ welfare,
was the chief guest on the
occasion.
He talked about various facilities being provided by the
department to the farmers.
Baldev also made people
aware about in-situ management of crop residue during the
camp.
Sohan Singh Walia, senior
agronomist, PAU, said farmers
should adopt integrated farming to reduce the cost of production. He also shed light on the
management of rabi crops, seed
production and cultivation of
kharif crops.
Walia dwelt on the model of
integrated farming system and
on various cultivation practices
of maize and mentha crop.
Kamalpreet Kaur, assistant
extension specialist, emphasised on the need for adopting
scientific methods for farming,
crop diversification and reducing the cost of production.
She recommended different

›

There is a need for
farmers to adopt
scientific methods for
farming practices ,
crop diversification
and reducing the cost
of production.

KAMALPREET KAUR,
assistant extension specialist, PAU

methods of crop cultivation and
also gave information about the
short-duration varieties of
paddy and residue management
technologies developed by
PAU.
Highlighting the importance
of the recommended varieties of
field crops, Mandeep Singh
Hunjan, assistant plant bacteriologist, delved into their production technologies with focus
on fertiliser, water, pest and disease management.
Karanbir Singh Gill, assistant professor of horticulture,
advised farmers to grow fruits
and vegetables for household
purposes.
Use of improved seed, nursery raising and production
technologies were the thrust
areas in this direction, he said.
Jaskirat Singh, an expert,
encouraged farmers to use
Happy Seeder technology for
wheat cultivation and weed
management.

PAU experts discuss marketing,
production constraints of jaggery

educationnotes

Three month training on
crop production ends
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Teachers reciting shabads during a special morning assembly at Guru Nanak Public School, Birmi, in
Ludhiana on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

kitchen gardening, Jaswinder spoke
on fruit cultivation and storage, Sohu
delved on pickle made from fodder,
while Manoj shared tips to prevent
cardiovascular diseases. Progressive
farmer Mohinder Singh discussed his
agricultural experiences with
farmers.

Khalsa College for Women
awards meritorious students
LUDHIANA : Khalsa College for
Women organised its annual prize
distribution on Thursday. Surjit Patar,
chairman, Punjab Art Council,
Chandigarh, was the chief guest on
the occasion. Principal Gurinder Kaur
Sandhu formally welcomed the chief
guest, who lighted the lamp. The
principal read the annual report of
the college. The students who
excelled in academics, cultural
activities, NSS, NCC, editor of the
College Magazine, CSA office-bearers, all-round best student were
given prizes by the chief guest. A
cultural programme was also presented by the students. Reciting his
poems, Patar encouraged the
students to read books.

Industrial visit for Gulzar
Group of Institutes’ students
LUDHIANA : The computer science
engineering students of Gulzar
Group of Institutes visited CS Soft
Solutions, Mohali, on Thursday.
Students got an opportunity to
interact with developers, and visited
the server room with latest cloud
technologies. During an interactive
session, trainer Rohit Soni discussed

LUDHIANA : Sat Paul Mittal School
organised workshops on mobile
phone misuse, good eating habits
and French language on Thursday.
During an interactive session with
the students of Classes 9 and 10,
neurologist Dr Monika Singh Bansal
apprised the students of the negative consequences of smartphone
overuse. Alliance Francaise de
Chandigarh director Sylvain Choin
apprised the students of Classes 6-9
of the prospects of learning the
French language.

Special morning
assembly at GNPS

n

Students playing in the newly installed play zone at Green Land
School in Ludhiana on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

the latest technologies with students. They were also told about the
live projects handled by the firm.
Other than the technical discussions,
a motivational lecture was also
conducted. Gurkirat Singh, executive
director of the institute, said such
visits were paramount for engineering students.

SCD college students learn
Punjabi language’s heritage
LUDHIANA : The Punjabi department
of Satish Chander Dhawan (SCD)
Government College organised a
one-day educational trip of postgraduate students as a part of its

centenary celebrations. The trip was
supervised by Balwinder Kaur, head,
department of Punjabi, and conducted under the guidance of
principal Dharam Singh Sandhu.
Balwinder was accompanied by
Seema Arora of department of
history. The trip was aimed at
exposing students to Punjabi
language’s heritage. The trip enhanced the cultural and historical
vision of the students.

Students explore career
options in biotechnology
LUDHIANA : The faculty of biotechnology, PCTE Group of Institutes,

LUDHIANA: Guru Nanak Public
School, Birmi, organised a special
morning assembly to mark the
beginning of the new session on
Thursday. The assembly arena was
decorated with colourful balloons
and the day began with the recitation of shabads followed by ardas
and hukamnama. The music department presented a welcome song.
Principal Harjit Kaur Dua motivated
the students to work hard. The
assembly concluded with the
national anthem.

Green Land School conducts
fun games for students
LUDHIANA : The new session for the
Primary Section of Green Land Senior
Secondary School, GT Road, Jalandhar Bypass, commenced on Thursday. Children participated in different
fun games conducted at the newly
installed play zone. They also
enjoyed a number of rides, swings
and the merry-go-round. Principal
Baldeep Pandher congratulated
students and wished them luck.

PU syndics to take
up fee hike issue
of dental students
HT Correspondent
n
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As this is an
unorganised sector,
data about running this
venture is not formally
updated. PAMETI will
conduct a study on the
jaggery industry and bring
out aspects involved.
HARMEET KAUR,
deputy director, PAMETI

cient as only 70% of recovery of
cane juice is there. There is lack
of clarification process in most
units and there is no study about
the impact of organic clarifiers
on the quality of the final product,” he said.
HS Dhaliwal, director, PAM-

Students interact
with former premier
of British Columbia
HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH : Among the various

issues that the Panjab University (PU) syndicate will discuss
during a meeting on April 10 is
the minutes of the committee
constituted by the vice-chancellor to resolve the issue of
increased fee for BDS/MDS students of Dr Harvansh Singh
Judge Institute of Dental Science and Hospital.
The university had published
the wrong figure of fee to be
charged in the Hand Book of
Information in 2018 which was
actually less than the fee paid by
students in their first year and
also contrary to the senate’s
decision on May 6, 2018 to
increase the fee by 5% for the
current students.
The MDS students who took
admission in 2017 had paid ₹4.48
lakh as per the prospectus.
However, for their second
year, the fee was inadvertently
published as ₹4.29 lakh in the
Hand Book of Information, 2018,
which the students paid, against
the actual ₹4.69 lakh (as per a
4.6% hike).
The same happened in the
case of BDS 2017 batch, wherein
first year students paid ₹1.18
lakh as per the prospectus. However, the fee for the second year
was inadvertently published as
₹1.15 lakh, which they paid,
against the actual ₹1.23 lakh (as
per a 4.23 hike).
The students of BDS were
counselled and had agreed to
pay the difference of the fee as
paid by them in the first year
(₹3,477 out of ₹7,820).
The committee had recommended that the MDS second
year students may also be counselled to pay at least the same
amount that they paid in the
first year (₹4.48 lakh).
It had further recommended
that the increased component of
the fee for these courses with
respect to the senate’s decision
of May 6, 2018, be sent to the syndicate for reconsideration.

ETI, explained the roadside
model display as a tool for
on-farm marketing of jaggery
and its products.
He said progressive farmers
needed to adopt scientific practices for enhancing quantity and
quality of jaggery production.
Also, they should be encouraged
to package the product hygienically and adopting innovative
marketing strategies, he added.
Harmeet Kaur, deputy
director, PAMETI, explained
the instrument to be used by
the officials to collect the data
about running jaggery units
in Punjab. “As this is an unorganised sector, data about running
this venture is not formally gathered and updated. PAMETI will
conduct a study on the jaggery
industry and bring out various
aspects involved in this industry,” she said.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Satish Chander
Dhawan (SCD) Government College, Ludhiana, organised a discourse and interaction for students of the college here on
Thursday.
The discourse was given by
former premier of British
Columbia, Canada, Ujjal Dev
Singh Dosanjh, at Sahir auditorium. The lecture was organised
to enable students to interact
with personalities from diverse
fields to widen their experiences.
Principal Dharam Singh Sandhu told the audience that Dosanjh was born in a village in
Jalandhar, Punjab, and immigrated at the age of 17. He first
went to England and then to
Canada, where he supported his
education in political science by
doing odd jobs. He then earned
his law degree and opened his
own law firm. Later, he became

involved in activism, fighting for
the rights of farmworkers and
women, bringing improvements
in hospitals, public schools,
higher education and cancer
treatment centres.
In his interaction with the students, Dosanjh said, “We must
build such societies in which no
one feels compelled to go out of
the country to earn their livelihood because doing so makes
one feel utterly lost in a strange
land, amid strange people,
speaking a strange language.
Human resources from India go
waste when they go abroad and
start doing jobs for which they
are over-qualified.”
He added that only collective
struggle will bear fruit and provide a better future.
On this occasion, the Punjabi
translation of Dosanjh’s biography written by Doug Welbanks
was also released. The Punjabi
translation titled “Ispati Manukh” was done by KL Garg.
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having
proved her acting prowess and
a brand value that stood intact,
many feel nothing much has
changed for Kareena in terms
of films she chooses and brands
she gets associated with.
Neither when she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan
(in 2012) nor when she became
a mother to a boy, Taimur (in

E

M/RHEAKAPOOR

PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI

Karisma
Kapoor wore
a sari which
spelt out
‘mirchi’
PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

not just get stuck in a zone
doing the commercial kind of
films because cinema has also
moved ahead. Both Saif and I
have tried different avenues.
He did Sacred Games [on an
OTT platform] and I did radio,
so I think, hopefully, as a
couple, the idea is also to keep
evolving,” adds Kareena, who
would be seen in Good News
alongside Akshay Kumar and
the Karan Johar directorial,
Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone tagged
it as a comeback [for me] but I
don’t think I really went
anywhere; I just gave birth.
And this idea of saying that an

Spears’ health problems.
The singer’s father recently
underwent a surgery to combat
issues from his colon rupturing.

P

On Wednesday, Spears took to
Instagram to let her fans know
that she is taking some “me
time”.

PTI

Britney Spears

PHOTO: AFP

actress has made a comeback is
quite derogatory to women
because giving birth doesn’t
mean that one has to take a
sabbatical. It’s the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a box
post marriage or motherhood?
“I don’t think so,” Kareena
takes a pause, before
continuing, “It’s very sad if
people still think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different parts
like how Deepika [Padukone]
is right now — it’s about
taking up brave roles and
having the courage to do it. And
I think I’m probably the only
actress to be lucky to have
struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed her
idea of how she chooses the
brands she endorses, Kareena
is quick to respond: “I’ve never
endorsed an alcohol brand,
cigarette smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are three
basic rules I’ve always had
even before I was a mother. So,
I don’t see any reason as to why
it would change now.”
n

monika.rawal@htlive.com

Idon’twanttotalkaboutAlia’s
personallife:SoniRazdan
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.

I

It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to
talk about. Of course, we
have the typical mother
and daughter
conversations and we are
both actors, so that’s also
fun. But when it comes
to her personal life, I am
like, ‘I am her mom, why
are you asking me?’ Will I
talk about it? No. If I say
I can’t talk about it,
people think I am
rude. But I just want
to say that I am her
mother, so I don’t want
to talk about my
daughter’s personal life.
It’s not right. I don’t feel
correct doing that. It’s
not something any
mother would like to
talk about,” she says.
n

bove) N
Nita Ambani; (inset)
her embr
embroidered lehenga choli
which said, ‘Shubharambh’

PHOTOS: INSTAGRA

STOP PRESS
op icon Britney Spears has
checked into a mental health
facility. The 37-year-old singer
has enrolled into a 30-day
programme to cope with the
stress related to her father Jamie

Sonam K
Ahuja’s
lehenga choli
featuring the
phrase,
‘Everything is
AK-OK’; (right)
Rhea Kapoor
sported similar
typography in
a sari

PHOTO: PTI

Dipti Mudaliar

2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a different
kind of film, which was Veere
Di Wedding (VDW); I dabbled
with radio, and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is
creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different avenues” is
important.
“In a two-decade long career,
one has to keep exploring and

BRITNEY ENTERS MENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAMME

The ‘write’ way to go traditional

Kareena Kapoor Khan

W

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir is a young
teenage love story, so it possibly
couldn’t have got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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dipti.mudaliar@htlive.com

How a role left Kajal Aggarwal
physically and mentally exhausted
Sangeeta Yadav
tough role often takes a
toll on actors and Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
working in Telugu film, Sita,
has a similar story to share.
The role left her physically
exhausted and impacted her
mentally. And she says it was
easy for her to get into the skin
of the character than get out.
“Sita is a very interesting
character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was
very temperamental. When
you are 24x7 so angry and
frustrated, you are going to
feel physically exhausted,”
says Kajal.
The actor, who is currently
learning Kalaripayattu for her
upcoming movie Indian 2
starring Kamal Haasan, says it
became all the more difficult
when she started carrying
Sita’s baggage at home. “I was
losing my temper again and
again even when I was at
home. Sita wasn’t very polite
and well mannered. I felt I was
speaking badly at home for no
reason,” Kajal recalls.
To switch off from the
character, Kajal took to
meditation. “I had to
consciously shrug it off by
doing white light meditation.
I love my job and am
committed to it but I’m also
committed to my life and self,”
she says.
She further shares, “Ever
since I got into the industry I
was very clear that acting is
my job and not my whole life. I
keep that distinction clear in
my head. I love spending time
doing other things like
travelling, reading, cooking. I
believe in evolution and
growth as a person and that
has always been my priority
in life.”

A
Ridheema Tiwari

WHO DOESN’T
WANT TO BE A
PART OF REALITY
SHOWS?:
RIDHEEMA
Shreya Mukherjee

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

to Sonam K
Ahuja’s House of
Masaba sari
featuring letterings
in Tamil, wearing
your thoughts on
your ‘sleeve’, is the
new big deal in the
trend-o-sphere. It’s
not just about the
slogan T-shirt or
denims any longer. A
while back, actor
Karisma Kapoor too
was seen flaunting
the trend, with a
typography-printed

hen actor Deepika
Padukone wore a red
dupatta with the
Sanskrit phrase ‘Sada
Saubhagyavati Bhava’
embroidered in gold at her
wedding ceremony last year,
a fashionable love affair
between traditional canvas
and typography was kindled.
And it has been a whirlwind
romance ever since. From
Nita Ambani’s
‘Shubharambh’ embroidered
lehenga choli by Sabyasachi

Satya
t Paul
au sari that sp t
out ‘mirchi’ in Hindi.
Stylist Rishi Raj
asserts that
customisations such as
these, help take
“couture to the
next level”. He
adds, “It can’t get
more bespoke in
this world which
wants everything
couture. A couture
piece is like
owning an
exquisite piece of
art and its
exclusivity
increases when
you have
typography or a
slogan that’s
uniquely yours.”
A slogan is a
basic way of
telling the world
who and what
you are, what
you like and
dislike or what you
believe in. But designer
Rahul Mishra points
out that not all
occasions require one to
make a statement.

Mishra says, “I don’t think
having big slogans will work
on formal garments but I
love the idea of typography.
Slogans of any sort, on any
garment, mostly illustrate
the political or social state of
present times, and formal
functions don’t demand such
issues to be highlighted.”
On the other hand,
designer Kunal Rawal says
“there are no rules”. Kunal,
who loves customising his
creations, shares, “Go for
something that resonates
with you. Something you
want to see again and again.”
He points out, “This trend
has also given men the apt
opportunity to be as involved
as women while choosing a
garment.”
Naturally, in such a trend
explosion, one is forced to
question the longevity of the
garment with typography
and its enduring appeal. To
ensure it, stylist Isha
Bhansali advises “never opt
for something that’s in your
face, and be extremely
careful with the placement of
the slogan or the text”. She
adds, “Also, ensure that
when the slogan is
embroidered/placed on the
garment, it should be in sync
with the whole colour story
of your ensemble. Don’t
make it too colourful.
Fashion is all about the right
balance.”

nlike many of her
colleagues in the
television industry,
Ridheema Tiwari is yet to
foray into the reality TV space.
The actor shares she is keen on
it as it will give fans the chance
to see her real side.
“Which actor doesn’t want
to do a reality show? Every
time I got offers to be part of a
reality show, my prior
commitments didn’t allow me
to take it up. Recently, there
was a debate on actors losing
out on credit. That doesn’t
happen in reality shows. I
have no qualms with the
audience remembering me for
my screen name but I also
want them to know my real
name,” she says.
So what kind of reality
shows would she be interested
in? “I’m trained in
Bharatanatyam and I’ve even
received basic training in
vocals. I have an inclination
towards music and dance. I see
people learning so many dance
forms on shows like Jhalak
Dikhla Jaa and Nach Baliye. I
would want to be part of such a
show,” adds Ridheema, known
for TV shows such as Sasural
Genda Phool, Dosti...
Yaariyan... Manmarziyan,
and Ghulaam.
Mention Bigg Boss and she’s
quick to add, “I should never
say never and it’s true I enjoy
watching the show. But I don’t
want to be a part of such a
format. I feel I am not made for
the setup.”

U

n

n

PHOTO: YOGEN
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sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Sita is a very interesting character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was very temperamental. I used
to feel drained out after acting. I like challenging roles
but I never thought this will be so challenging that it will
start affecting my personal life.
KAJAL AGGARWAL ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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GUDI PADWA GOODIES
onsidered one of the most
auspicious days of the
Hindu Calendar Gudi
Padwa (Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada)is all about
welcoming the new year and
spending time with family.
And, when it comes festivals
and families, there is no better
way to celebrate it than with a
spread of delectable goodies.
Suresh Shelar, chef, Banjara,
shares some exciting
dishes that you can prepare to
relish on Gudi Padwa
HTC
tomorrow.

C

KAJU KHOYA
BESAN LADDOO
Ingredients
1 cup khoya/mawa grated,
4 cups coarse gram flour,
¼ cup ghee, ½ cup
powdered sugar, 1tsp
green cardamom powder,
7tsp sugar substitute
sucralose
Method
n Heat ghee in a non stick
pan, add the gram flour
and sauté till lightly
browned and fragrant,
stirring frequently.
n Add khoya and sauté,
stirring continuously, till
the khoya blends well
with the gram flour. Add
sugar and mix. Add
green cardamom
powder.
n Transfer the mixture
into a bowl. Let it cool a
little and then add the
sucralose and mix well.
Shape into even sized
laddoos.
n Store when completely
cooled. These laddoos
should be consumed
fast since they have
khoya in them and will
not keep for too long.
Better to store them in
the refrigerator

TIL GUR KE CHAWAL
Ingredients: 1tsp sesame
seeds (black), 1 cup basmati rice
soaked, 1tsp sesame seeds (til),
3tbsp jaggery (gur, 3tbsp ghee,
10-15 cashews, 10-15 raisins, ½
tsp fennel seeds, 1/2tsp dry
ginger powder, 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, ½ tsp salt
Method
n Heat ghee in a deep nonstick pan. Add black and
white sesame seeds and
sauté lightly. Slit the
cashewnuts into half and add
to the pan. Mix well.
n Add the raisins and

sauté till lightly browned.
Add rice and sauté lightly.
Add water and mix.
n Add jaggery, fennel powder,

BAKED MOONG
DAL KARANJI

dried
ginger powder, green
cardamom powder and salt
and mix well.
n When the water

begins to a boil, reduce heat,
cover the pan and cook till all
the water
has been absorbed and the
rice is done.

Baked Moong
Dal Karanji

Ingredients
2 cups refined flour (maida), ¼
cup semolina (rawa/suji), 4tbsp
ghee, 3tbsp milk, saffron
(kesar) a pinch
For stuffing
1cup slit green gram skinless
(dhuli moong dal) soaked for ½
hour and boiled, 2tbsp ghee, 2
to 3tbsp assorted nuts
(almonds, cashew nuts,
walnuts), 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, 1/4 tsp
nutmeg grated, 1/4 cup khoya/
mawa, 1/2 cup sugar, 2tbsp
semolina
Method
n Preheat oven to 160°C. Sieve
together refined flour and
semolina in a bowl. Add 4
tablespoons ghee and knead
into a stiff dough using ¼
cup milk.
n To make stuffing, heat ghee

Kaju Khoya
Besan Laddoo

Til Gur Ke
Chawal

in a non-stick pan. Add
assorted nuts and raisins and
sauté for 2 minutes. Add
green gram, mix and sauté
for 5-7 minutes. Add
cardamom powder, grated
nutmeg, khoya¸ sugar and
semolina.Mix well and cook
for 2 minutes.

n Remove from heat, transfer

into a bowl and set aside to
cool.Divide dough into equal
portions shaped into small
pedas. Roll out pedas into
small puris.
n Put a small portion of the

prepared stuffing in the
centre. Apply little milk on
the edges, fold over and close
to make a crescent shape.
Press the edges and seal by
folding the edges in a design
manner, similar way a gujiya
is made.

n Similarly make remaining

karanjis.Brush baking tray
with little ghee and place
karanjis on it. Brush them
with little ghee and bake in
preheated oven for 20 mins.
n Heat three tablespoons milk

in a small non-stick pan. Add
saffron and bring to a boil.
Remove from heat. Brush
karanjis with saffron
milk after 12 minutes and
bake again for 6-7 minutes.
Cool, store in an airtight
container.
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.

(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.

Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Here’swhyJavier
Bardemstruggles
forworkinSpain
e is Spain’s best-known
actor, but Javier Bardem
says he has trouble
getting work there. “I work
much less in Spain than I
would like to,” the Oscar
winner revealed as the Nantes
Spanish film festival in
western France staged a
retrospective of his work.
“I don’t get the scripts
because people think I live
abroad, or that I would be
looking for stratospheric
money, which is not true,” he
added.
“If a film has a budget, of
course I want to be paid, but if
not, we can find another way. I
am prepared to be flexible,”
said the actor, who tends to
alternate between Hollywood
blockbusters such as Pirates of
the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell

H
MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh

S

OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body

odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can lead to
scars on the face and body,
hyperpigmentation can
make the skin appear dark,
and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/
AFP

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE
n Cooling mist:

Revamp your beauty regimen and keep your skin
protected from the extreme heat

Susan Jose

Javier Bardem won
best supporting
actor Oscar for the
Coen brothers’ No
Country for Old Men
(2007)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SHINE ON
THIS
SUMMER

No Tales (2017) and edgier
independent European and
American films.
Bardem, who turned 50 last
month, is not tempted to make
the transition to the director’s
chair — though he can see why
some of his peers are tempted.
“Playing a role is an
enormous act of trust and
generosity. You offer yourself
for someone else to work with
and manipulate, and not
always for the better. I can see
how an actor would say, ‘Now I
want to direct my own work,’“
he added.
“But directing is much more
than that; it’s an
extraordinarily difficult job. I
don’t feel I would be able to do
it well, and more importantly I
don’t feel the need to,” Bardem
AFP
explained.

daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild

exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and
repeat it every four hours
spent
in the sun.

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oil-

based sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine
helps. However, do
not do it too
aggressively, for

it will dry out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light

moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear of
heavy, occlusive creams and
ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and
oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the

Cucumber juice, rose
water and mint. Spray
this every few hours on
the skin to keep it cool
and hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning.
Mix this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20
minutes before rinsing
it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
This mask helps to keep
the skin hydrated and
makes it smooth and
healthy looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before
applying on the skin.
Rinse off the paste
after 15 to 20 minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz
Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV
& FLIX
1030 The Dark Tower
1230 Pirates of The
Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Chest
1455 Avengers: Age of
Ultron
1710 Transformers: Revenge
of The Fallen
2010 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
2300 Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
SONY PIX
0944 Hulk
1241 Apocalypto
1447 Suicide Squad
1732 The Mummy
1946 Batman V Superman:
Dawn of Justice
STAR MOVIES
0930 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 The Amazing SpiderMan

1400 Thor: Ragnarok
1600 Avengers: Infinity War
1900 Men In Black II
2100 Baby’s Day Out
2300 Unstoppable
STAR GOLD
1120 Brindavanam
1350 The Real Jackpot
1655 Jai Ho
2000 Paap Ki Kamai
2225 Singham
& PICTURES
1023 Baazigar
1350 Welcome
1705 Half Girlfriend
2000 Baaghi
2255 GI Joe: Retaliation
UTV MOVIES
0830 Kaalia
1200 Nagina
1500 Supreme Khiladi
1745 Raaz
2030 Power Unlimited
2305 Tezaab
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Canadian education workshop
set to rock Ludhiana tomorrow
udhiana is all set to host
the 25th Canadian
Universities and Colleges
Admissions Workshop,
India’s largest Canadian
education exhibition being
organised in 15 cities across
India from April 3 to 17, 2019.
“It is the only official
participation by Canadian
universities and colleges,
and is powered by Canam
Consultants Ltd,” says
Anuraj Sandhu, CEO, Canam
Consultants. Starting from
New Delhi on April 3, the
exhibition has covered
Amritsar, and Jalandhar and
is all set to rock Ludhiana on
April 6 (Saturday), at Hotel
Park Plaza from 11am to 5pm.
After Ludhiana, the
exhibition will cover
Chandigarh, Bathinda,
Kolkata, Pune, Mumbai,
Vadodara, Ahmedabad,
Chennai, Bangalore, and
Kochi, before concluding at
Hyderabad on April 17, 2019
(Wednesday).

L

BENEFITS
n Opportunity to choose from

a range of institutes
n Speak directly to the

university delegates
n Save time with fast-track

or spot admissions
n Discuss co-ops,

scholarships, etc
n Seek expert visa guidance
n Receive global

career advice
n Save money on

application fee
“Delegates from colleges
and universities across
Canada will be participating
in the event to give direct
advice to candidates. The
scholastic wealth of Canada
has always encouraged

VISIT 25TH CANADIAN
UNIVERSITIES AND
COLLEGES
ADMISSIONS
WORKSHOP AT HOTEL
PARK PLAZA ON APRIL
6 FROM 11AM TO 5PM
Indian students to rise
beyond the national
boundaries for growth and
better career prospects.”
The day-long event at each
location has catered to the
education needs of the
students aspiring to move to
Canada for industry driven
certifications, diplomas,
bachelors, and master’s
degrees. The students will
also be counselled based on
their eligibility, and
appropriateness of the
programmes that best suit
their profiles, and academic
backgrounds.
With the huge popularity
of Canada as a study
destination and now,
acknowledging the hard
work put in by Team Canam
across the country, there is a

PHOTO: HTCS

surging upward trend in the
number of student walk ins
and participating institutes
during the past years.
Acknowledging the passion
among the Indian students to
excel, the Canadian
universities and colleges
enthusiastically welcome
and admit Indian students to
their academic programmes.
The workshop will also
provide application
assessment opportunities
with most of the institutes
offering special application
fee waivers. The students
will also be informed about
the significance of seeking
visa advice from Canadian
Government authorised
ICCRC member.
Interested students are
advised to carry three copies
of all their academic and/or
work experience documents.
For more details, visit:
www.canadaedufair.com/ or
call your nearest Canam
office
Also, all students should
register free online or offline
for free entry with priority
passes.

Marilyn Monroe TV drama series in works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public
figures such as former US
President John F Kennedy
and Robert F Kennedy.
The show will be based on
parts of Keith Badman’s book
The Final Years of Marilyn
Monroe: The Shocking True
Story, the studio said in a
statement.
Monroe, who died in 1962 at
the age of 36 of a suspected
suicide, starred in hits such as
The Seven Year Itch (1955)
and Some Like It Hot (1959).
The producers said the
series would cover a period in
which her behaviour became
increasingly erratic as her
dependence on alcohol and
medication caused her
glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in
reporting her overdose on the
night of her death.
Dan Sefton, who is set to
write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken
seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men

A

Marilyn Monroe is
one of Hollywood’s
biggest icons ever
PHOTO: BARON/
GETTY IMAGES

‘I FIND B’WOOD
PARTIES
PRETENTIOUS’
Emraan Hashmi
has spent two
decades in the
industry being
true to himself

PHOTO:
YOGEN
SHAH
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FARAH KHAN
EXCITED TO HELM
‘B-TOWN MUSICAL’
ilmmaker Farah Khan
says her upcoming
directorial will be the
remake of a popular Indian
film and will be mounted as a
massive Bollywood musical.
Recently, director Rohit
Shetty announced he will
produce a film to be directed
by Farah. The latter, known
for making out-and-out
potboilers inspired by Hindi
cinema of the ’70s and ’80s,
says the currently untitled
movie is right in her zone.
“Rohit and I are extremely
excited. We are making a
really big, massive Bollywood
musical. It’ll be absolutely
my kind of a movie. We are
probably the last two left
to make this kind of big,
entertaining cinema,”
she says.

F

The director says the script
is being given final touches.
“The script is almost done, we
are just about finishing it. It’s a
remake. We have bought the
rights of an Indian movie and
are revamping it currently.”
There were reports the duo
will remake Satte Pe Satta
(1982), but so far there is no
confirmation. Farah says the
team will announce the star
cast soon. “Rohit has promised
to come and do the action for
the movie. I’m looking forward
to it,” she adds.
PTI

Rishabh Suri
e’s been an insider, yet
far away from all the
trappings that come
with it. Actor Emraan
Hashmi prefers calling a spade
a spade, and it’s how he’s by
default, not design. His selfconfidence might come across
as arrogance to some, but it
isn’t the case. Not many know
he started his career by
assisting on films, and at that
time too, wasn’t the one to
please people all the time.
“I am not arrogant. I just
failed to see the point of
standing outside the make-up
van of the actors. I would just
say ‘Chal na, shot pe aaja’. It
was of course, all in jest! Aftab
(Shivdasani) was like a friend.
The first film I had assisted on
was his Kasoor (2001). He’s a
nice guy. Actually at the end of
the shoot, he mimicked the
assistants, how everyone of
them would call the actors.
One was demure and too shy to
call him. And then there was
me, saying ‘Pappy, chal na’
and he mimicked walking
away! (laughs). It’s therefore
not arrogance,” says Emraan,
who was recently seen in
Why Cheat India, and will be
seen next in a web series, Bard
of Blood.
Not one to grow up on a
steady diet of films, he tells us
about his brush with Hindi
films before he stepped into
acting. “I had a fair bit of
experience from western
films, but it isn’t as if I didn’t
watch Hindi films. There were
some of Mr (Amitabh)
Bachchan’s, Raj Kapoor’s,
Dilip Kumar’s films. Unless I
took a liking to an actor, I
wouldn’t follow their graph,”
he says.
Emraan has kept his head

H

on his shoulders, and has
therefore been able to sustain
himself for almost two decades
in this industry. One thing he
still maintains is not going to
Bollywood parties. “I never
took a liking to it. I found the

whole world very synthetic.
You don’t get to know people at
parties… it’s very weird. I did
go to a few early on, but I never
took a liking to them,” Emraan
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it
ever was.”
No broadcaster or platform
is attached to the project as
yet.
Previously, projects such
as My Week with Marilyn
(2011), which featured
Michelle Williams as Monroe,
and 2015’s made-for-TV
drama film The Secret Life of
Marilyn Monroe with Kelli
Garner in the lead, have
explored parts of the
Hollywood legend’s life.
PTI
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Akriti looking
to explore
more of
Punjabi folk

Neha Kakkar has
crossed 20 million
followers on
Instagram and is
one of the most
followed Indian
musicians on
YouTube
PHOTO: AMAL KS/HT

aturday Saturday and Iski
Uski singer Akriti Kakar
has expressed her wish to
sing more songs in the Punjabi
film industry.
“I had sung in a Punjabi film
(Chak Jawana) for Gurdas
Maan saab and also for Jaidev
(Kumar). I would love to sing
more in the Punjab film
industry,” Akriti says.
The singer has come up
with new version of the
Punjabi folk songs Chitta
Kukkad and Baage Vich.
“A lot of people (her fans)
wanted to hear folk music.
So I thought, why not start
with Punjabi folk that I’ve not
done before. It’s been a very
major part of my growing-up
years. [In] all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he used to play
folk songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and Surinder
Kaur,” she says.
“I think that is how it
became an integral part of my
life. That’s also the reason why
I chose to sing these folk songs.
I would love to explore more,
be it Punjabi folk or folk music
from other places such as
Gujarat, Bengal, south India,
Himachal Pradesh or
Rajasthan. So, yes, you might
see me do more folk songs,”
Akriti concludes.
IANS

S

At the moment, singer Neha
Kakkar is choosing to look only at
the unconditional love of her fans
Samarth Goyal
ne of the most popular
singers in the industry
today, singer Neha
Kakkar says she is
extremely grateful for all the
love coming her way. “I am
still not being able to believe
that I receive so much of love
and positive comments from
people all over. It’s all still a
dream to me,” says Neha, who
recently crossed 20 million
followers on Instagram.
“I didn’t even know that so
many people already follow
me. It’s something that is so
surreal and unbelievable. I
am thankful and grateful to be
here in this industry, and I am
lucky to have worked with
some of the best musicians in
the country. I couldn’t have
asked for more,” adds Neha,
who is a part of the second

O

Punjabi folk been a
very major part of my
growing-up years. [In]
all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he
used to play folk
songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and
Surinder Kaur.
AKRITI KAKAR SINGER

season of T-Series MixTape.
Apart from boasting a huge
fan following on Instagram,
the 30-year-old singer, has also
become one of the most
followed musicians from India
on YouTube. “It happened a
couple of months back, and I
didn’t even realise how big
this is. It means that people
from across the globe like my
voice and really appreciate the
work I do,” says Neha, who
sang the Aankh Marey
remake in Simmba (2018).
The singer recently also
sang the film version of her
brother Tony Kakkar’s Coca
Cola, for Luka Chuppi. “I
loved that song when it
released and I was so proud of
my brother to have produced
such a song. He called me one
day and said, ‘ Neha, Coca
Cola will be used in a film, and
I want you to sing it in the film.

I was so happy, and so
proud that I was able to
lend my voice to a song
that is so popular and
loved by so many
people,” Neha says,
adding that the
success and plaudits
mean no negativity
can affect her.
“I have been part
of so many amazing
songs that I feel
extremely grateful to
be part of songs that
are such big hits. I have
realised that there will
be people who will be
full of hatred towards
you and your work, but
there will be many more
who will love you
unconditionally, and
support you no matter
what,” she concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Fever Ka Thappa

‘I don’t
look back
and wonder
what, why
and why
not’

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

A still from
Coca Cola

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
Coca Cola
First Class
Aankh Marey
Ghar More Pardesiya
Nai Lagda
Bumro
Bulleya
Teri Mitti
Mungda
Tu Na Mera

‘Need somebody
like myself to back
me if I direct again’

Film/album
Luka Chuppi
Kalank
Simmba
Kalank
Notebook
Notebook
RAW
Kesari
Total Dhamaal
Arjun Kanungo

ON THIS DAY IN 1994

Juhi Chakraborty
e has been around in
Bollywood for almost a
decade and a half now but
Samir Kochhar’s film roles
have been sporadic and largely
forgettable. Seen in Zeher
(2005), Jannat (2008) and
Housefull 3 (2016), none of
Samir’s appearances has been
memorable enough for him to
stake a claim as a credible face
in the wide open world of films.
“I was 20 when I moved from
Delhi to Mumbai and my sole
aim was to become a part of the
acting world. Sometimes I
grabbed certain things and I let
go of certain roles. And I guess
some things were not meant to
happen,” he shares.
The actor says that a lack of
familiarity with the dynamics
of showbiz is to blame. “I was
from Delhi and I did not know

H

I was from Delhi and I did not know the trade because I
didn’t have any connection in the film world... It took me
a while to understand how things work here.
SAMIR KOCHHAR ACTOR AND SPORTS PRESENTER
the entire trade because I didn’t
have any connection in the film
world. My mother is PhD and
my father is a CA. It took me a
while to understand how things
work here,” he explains.
But it seems all of that is
changing now — Samir made a
successful appearance in last
year’s web series Sacred
Games. The 38-year-old will be
seen in its second season this
year, along with Sujoy Ghosh’s
Typewriter. He says he is
“relishing” the kind of work he
is doing now. “I am putting all
my focus on acting right now
and not looking at anything

else. There is a time for
everything and I think now is
the time. I don’t look back and
wonder what, why and why
not. I am not someone who is
discontent,” says Samir, who
has been an active cricket
broadcaster and also owns a
football team.
“Sport is a great leveller. It
teaches you to be a unit. It has
changed my perspective and
how I look at my own life. I
have learnt how to be a sport
when going through a rough
patch in professional or in
personal life,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Rishabh Suri
is only directorial venture
till date might be the 2017
film Raabta, but Dinesh
Vijan is no stranger to making
films — as a producer, he has to
his credit successful films such
as Being Cyrus (2005), Love Aaj
Kal (2009), Go Goa Gone (2013),
Badlapur (2015), Hindi Medium
(2017), Stree (2018) and the
recent Luka Chuppi.
And he doesn’t plan on going
behind the camera anytime
soon either. “When I directed
for a year and a half, I could
only [produce] Hindi Medium.
If I feel the need to direct again,
I need somebody like me (to
back me). Agent Vinod (2012)
taught me how to make
Badlapur (2015)... films teach
you a lot... failures, more than
successes. Similarly, with
Raabta, what I realised is that
the fascination and aspiration
towards the West is no more.
Hindi Medium [showed] well
that people want stories about
them, from them, by them.”
This realisation Vijan also
owes to Badlapur, which was
based entirely in India. “Since
Badlapur, there’s a bhandaar!
That’s the first learning,” he
says, adding that new directors
need someone to tell them their
positives and flaws. “The
second learning is to back
directors in the best way
possible, so when he needs me,
I am there. I am like the
audience’s point of view. For a
director, the film is his love
(hence the guidance). There
are directors waiting for me.
For me to get back into
direction, I need a resource. It’s
important to have a producer
that backs you,” the producer
says.
Vijan, who has his hands
full with several projects, is at
the moment looking forward to
beginning Hindi Medium 2.

H

n

Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain committed suicide by shooting
himself in the head at his home in Seattle. Cobain’s body wasn’t
discovered until April 8, by an electrician who had arrived to install
a security system, and initially believed that Cobain was asleep,
until he saw the shotgun pointing at his chin. A suicide note was
found that said, “I haven’t felt the excitement of listening to as
well as creating music, along with really writing . . . for too many
years now”. A high concentration of heroin and traces of Valium
were found in Cobain’s body.

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Films teach you a lot...
Failures do, more than
successes. With
Raabta, what I realised
is that the fascination
and aspiration towards
the West is no more.
Filmmaker Dinesh Vijan says that a producer needs to give his director
PHOTO: SARANG GUPTA/HT
the audience’s perspective

DINESH VIJAN FILMMAKER
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having
proved her acting prowess and
a brand value that stood intact,
many feel nothing much has
changed for Kareena in terms
of films she chooses and brands
she gets associated with.
Neither when she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan
(in 2012) nor when she became
a mother to a boy, Taimur (in

E

M/RHEAKAPOOR

PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI

Karisma
Kapoor wore
a sari which
spelt out
‘mirchi’
PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

not just get stuck in a zone
doing the commercial kind of
films because cinema has also
moved ahead. Both Saif and I
have tried different avenues.
He did Sacred Games [on an
OTT platform] and I did radio,
so I think, hopefully, as a
couple, the idea is also to keep
evolving,” adds Kareena, who
would be seen in Good News
alongside Akshay Kumar and
the Karan Johar directorial,
Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone tagged
it as a comeback [for me] but I
don’t think I really went
anywhere; I just gave birth.
And this idea of saying that an

Spears’ health problems.
The singer’s father recently
underwent a surgery to combat
issues from his colon rupturing.

P

On Wednesday, Spears took to
Instagram to let her fans know
that she is taking some “me
time”.

PTI

Britney Spears

PHOTO: AFP

actress has made a comeback is
quite derogatory to women
because giving birth doesn’t
mean that one has to take a
sabbatical. It’s the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a box
post marriage or motherhood?
“I don’t think so,” Kareena
takes a pause, before
continuing, “It’s very sad if
people still think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different parts
like how Deepika [Padukone]
is right now — it’s about
taking up brave roles and
having the courage to do it. And
I think I’m probably the only
actress to be lucky to have
struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed her
idea of how she chooses the
brands she endorses, Kareena
is quick to respond: “I’ve never
endorsed an alcohol brand,
cigarette smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are three
basic rules I’ve always had
even before I was a mother. So,
I don’t see any reason as to why
it would change now.”
n

monika.rawal@htlive.com

Idon’twanttotalkaboutAlia’s
personallife:SoniRazdan
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.

I

It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to
talk about. Of course, we
have the typical mother
and daughter
conversations and we are
both actors, so that’s also
fun. But when it comes
to her personal life, I am
like, ‘I am her mom, why
are you asking me?’ Will I
talk about it? No. If I say
I can’t talk about it,
people think I am
rude. But I just want
to say that I am her
mother, so I don’t want
to talk about my
daughter’s personal life.
It’s not right. I don’t feel
correct doing that. It’s
not something any
mother would like to
talk about,” she says.
n

bove) N
Nita Ambani; (inset)
her embr
embroidered lehenga choli
which said, ‘Shubharambh’

PHOTOS: INSTAGRA

STOP PRESS
op icon Britney Spears has
checked into a mental health
facility. The 37-year-old singer
has enrolled into a 30-day
programme to cope with the
stress related to her father Jamie

Sonam K
Ahuja’s
lehenga choli
featuring the
phrase,
‘Everything is
AK-OK’; (right)
Rhea Kapoor
sported similar
typography in
a sari

PHOTO: PTI

Dipti Mudaliar

2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a different
kind of film, which was Veere
Di Wedding (VDW); I dabbled
with radio, and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is
creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different avenues” is
important.
“In a two-decade long career,
one has to keep exploring and

BRITNEY ENTERS MENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAMME

The ‘write’ way to go traditional

Kareena Kapoor Khan

W

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir is a young
teenage love story, so it possibly
couldn’t have got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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How a role left Kajal Aggarwal
physically and mentally exhausted
Sangeeta Yadav
tough role often takes a
toll on actors and Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
working in Telugu film, Sita,
has a similar story to share.
The role left her physically
exhausted and impacted her
mentally. And she says it was
easy for her to get into the skin
of the character than get out.
“Sita is a very interesting
character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was
very temperamental. When
you are 24x7 so angry and
frustrated, you are going to
feel physically exhausted,”
says Kajal.
The actor, who is currently
learning Kalaripayattu for her
upcoming movie Indian 2
starring Kamal Haasan, says it
became all the more difficult
when she started carrying
Sita’s baggage at home. “I was
losing my temper again and
again even when I was at
home. Sita wasn’t very polite
and well mannered. I felt I was
speaking badly at home for no
reason,” Kajal recalls.
To switch off from the
character, Kajal took to
meditation. “I had to
consciously shrug it off by
doing white light meditation.
I love my job and am
committed to it but I’m also
committed to my life and self,”
she says.
She further shares, “Ever
since I got into the industry I
was very clear that acting is
my job and not my whole life. I
keep that distinction clear in
my head. I love spending time
doing other things like
travelling, reading, cooking. I
believe in evolution and
growth as a person and that
has always been my priority
in life.”

A
Ridheema Tiwari

WHO DOESN’T
WANT TO BE A
PART OF REALITY
SHOWS?:
RIDHEEMA
Shreya Mukherjee

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

to Sonam K
Ahuja’s House of
Masaba sari
featuring letterings
in Tamil, wearing
your thoughts on
your ‘sleeve’, is the
new big deal in the
trend-o-sphere. It’s
not just about the
slogan T-shirt or
denims any longer. A
while back, actor
Karisma Kapoor too
was seen flaunting
the trend, with a
typography-printed

hen actor Deepika
Padukone wore a red
dupatta with the
Sanskrit phrase ‘Sada
Saubhagyavati Bhava’
embroidered in gold at her
wedding ceremony last year,
a fashionable love affair
between traditional canvas
and typography was kindled.
And it has been a whirlwind
romance ever since. From
Nita Ambani’s
‘Shubharambh’ embroidered
lehenga choli by Sabyasachi

Satya
t Paul
au sari that sp t
out ‘mirchi’ in Hindi.
Stylist Rishi Raj
asserts that
customisations such as
these, help take
“couture to the
next level”. He
adds, “It can’t get
more bespoke in
this world which
wants everything
couture. A couture
piece is like
owning an
exquisite piece of
art and its
exclusivity
increases when
you have
typography or a
slogan that’s
uniquely yours.”
A slogan is a
basic way of
telling the world
who and what
you are, what
you like and
dislike or what you
believe in. But designer
Rahul Mishra points
out that not all
occasions require one to
make a statement.

Mishra says, “I don’t think
having big slogans will work
on formal garments but I
love the idea of typography.
Slogans of any sort, on any
garment, mostly illustrate
the political or social state of
present times, and formal
functions don’t demand such
issues to be highlighted.”
On the other hand,
designer Kunal Rawal says
“there are no rules”. Kunal,
who loves customising his
creations, shares, “Go for
something that resonates
with you. Something you
want to see again and again.”
He points out, “This trend
has also given men the apt
opportunity to be as involved
as women while choosing a
garment.”
Naturally, in such a trend
explosion, one is forced to
question the longevity of the
garment with typography
and its enduring appeal. To
ensure it, stylist Isha
Bhansali advises “never opt
for something that’s in your
face, and be extremely
careful with the placement of
the slogan or the text”. She
adds, “Also, ensure that
when the slogan is
embroidered/placed on the
garment, it should be in sync
with the whole colour story
of your ensemble. Don’t
make it too colourful.
Fashion is all about the right
balance.”

nlike many of her
colleagues in the
television industry,
Ridheema Tiwari is yet to
foray into the reality TV space.
The actor shares she is keen on
it as it will give fans the chance
to see her real side.
“Which actor doesn’t want
to do a reality show? Every
time I got offers to be part of a
reality show, my prior
commitments didn’t allow me
to take it up. Recently, there
was a debate on actors losing
out on credit. That doesn’t
happen in reality shows. I
have no qualms with the
audience remembering me for
my screen name but I also
want them to know my real
name,” she says.
So what kind of reality
shows would she be interested
in? “I’m trained in
Bharatanatyam and I’ve even
received basic training in
vocals. I have an inclination
towards music and dance. I see
people learning so many dance
forms on shows like Jhalak
Dikhla Jaa and Nach Baliye. I
would want to be part of such a
show,” adds Ridheema, known
for TV shows such as Sasural
Genda Phool, Dosti...
Yaariyan... Manmarziyan,
and Ghulaam.
Mention Bigg Boss and she’s
quick to add, “I should never
say never and it’s true I enjoy
watching the show. But I don’t
want to be a part of such a
format. I feel I am not made for
the setup.”

U

n

n
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SHAH

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Sita is a very interesting character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was very temperamental. I used
to feel drained out after acting. I like challenging roles
but I never thought this will be so challenging that it will
start affecting my personal life.
KAJAL AGGARWAL ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

02

htcity TIME OUT

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.

(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.

Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Here’swhyJavier
Bardemstruggles
forworkinSpain
e is Spain’s best-known
actor, but Javier Bardem
says he has trouble
getting work there. “I work
much less in Spain than I
would like to,” the Oscar
winner revealed as the Nantes
Spanish film festival in
western France staged a
retrospective of his work.
“I don’t get the scripts
because people think I live
abroad, or that I would be
looking for stratospheric
money, which is not true,” he
added.
“If a film has a budget, of
course I want to be paid, but if
not, we can find another way. I
am prepared to be flexible,”
said the actor, who tends to
alternate between Hollywood
blockbusters such as Pirates of
the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell

H
MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh
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OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body

odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can lead to
scars on the face and body,
hyperpigmentation can
make the skin appear dark,
and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/
AFP

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE
n Cooling mist:

Revamp your beauty regimen and keep your skin
protected from the extreme heat

Susan Jose

Javier Bardem won
best supporting
actor Oscar for the
Coen brothers’ No
Country for Old Men
(2007)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SHINE ON
THIS
SUMMER

No Tales (2017) and edgier
independent European and
American films.
Bardem, who turned 50 last
month, is not tempted to make
the transition to the director’s
chair — though he can see why
some of his peers are tempted.
“Playing a role is an
enormous act of trust and
generosity. You offer yourself
for someone else to work with
and manipulate, and not
always for the better. I can see
how an actor would say, ‘Now I
want to direct my own work,’“
he added.
“But directing is much more
than that; it’s an
extraordinarily difficult job. I
don’t feel I would be able to do
it well, and more importantly I
don’t feel the need to,” Bardem
AFP
explained.

daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild

exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and
repeat it every four hours
spent
in the sun.

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oil-

based sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine
helps. However, do
not do it too
aggressively, for

it will dry out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light

moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear of
heavy, occlusive creams and
ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and
oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the

Cucumber juice, rose
water and mint. Spray
this every few hours on
the skin to keep it cool
and hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning.
Mix this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20
minutes before rinsing
it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
This mask helps to keep
the skin hydrated and
makes it smooth and
healthy looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before
applying on the skin.
Rinse off the paste
after 15 to 20 minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz
Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV
& FLIX
1030 The Dark Tower
1230 Pirates of The
Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Chest
1455 Avengers: Age of
Ultron
1710 Transformers: Revenge
of The Fallen
2010 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
2300 Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
SONY PIX
0944 Hulk
1241 Apocalypto
1447 Suicide Squad
1732 The Mummy
1946 Batman V Superman:
Dawn of Justice
STAR MOVIES
0930 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 The Amazing SpiderMan

1400 Thor: Ragnarok
1600 Avengers: Infinity War
1900 Men In Black II
2100 Baby’s Day Out
2300 Unstoppable
STAR GOLD
1120 Brindavanam
1350 The Real Jackpot
1655 Jai Ho
2000 Paap Ki Kamai
2225 Singham
& PICTURES
1023 Baazigar
1350 Welcome
1705 Half Girlfriend
2000 Baaghi
2255 GI Joe: Retaliation
UTV MOVIES
0830 Kaalia
1200 Nagina
1500 Supreme Khiladi
1745 Raaz
2030 Power Unlimited
2305 Tezaab
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GUDI PADWA GOODIES
onsidered one of the most
auspicious days of the
Hindu Calendar Gudi
Padwa (Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada)is all about
welcoming the new year and
spending time with family.
And, when it comes festivals
and families, there is no better
way to celebrate it than with a
spread of delectable goodies.
Suresh Shelar, chef, Banjara,
shares some exciting
dishes that you can prepare to
relish on Gudi Padwa
tomorrow.
HTC

C

KAJU KHOYA
BESAN LADDOO
Ingredients
1 cup khoya/mawa grated,
4 cups coarse gram flour,
¼ cup ghee, ½ cup
powdered sugar, 1tsp
green cardamom powder,
7tsp sugar substitute
sucralose
Method
n Heat ghee in a non stick
pan, add the gram flour
and sauté till lightly
browned and fragrant,
stirring frequently.
n Add khoya and sauté,
stirring continuously, till
the khoya blends well
with the gram flour. Add
sugar and mix. Add
green cardamom
powder.
n Transfer the mixture
into a bowl. Let it cool a
little and then add the
sucralose and mix well.
Shape into even sized
laddoos.
n Store when completely
cooled. These laddoos
should be consumed
fast since they have
khoya in them and will
not keep for too long.
Better to store them in
the refrigerator

TIL GUR KE CHAWAL
Ingredients: 1tsp sesame
seeds (black), 1 cup basmati rice
soaked, 1tsp sesame seeds (til),
3tbsp jaggery (gur, 3tbsp ghee,
10-15 cashews, 10-15 raisins, ½
tsp fennel seeds, 1/2tsp dry
ginger powder, 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, ½ tsp salt
Method
n Heat ghee in a deep nonstick pan. Add black and
white sesame seeds and
sauté lightly. Slit the
cashewnuts into half and add
to the pan. Mix well.
n Add the raisins and

sauté till lightly browned.
Add rice and sauté lightly.
Add water and mix.
n Add jaggery, fennel powder,

BAKED MOONG
DAL KARANJI

Marilyn Monroe TV drama series in works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public figures
such as former US President
John F Kennedy and Robert F
Kennedy. The show will be
based on parts of Keith
Badman’s book The Final
Years of Marilyn Monroe: The
Shocking True Story, the
studio said in a statement.

A

Monroe, who died in 1962 at the
age of 36 of a suspected suicide,
starred in hits such as The
Seven Year Itch (1955) and
Some Like It Hot (1959). The
producers said the series would
cover a period in which her
behaviour became increasingly
erratic as her dependence on
alcohol and medication caused
her glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in reporting
her overdose on the night of her
death. Dan Sefton, who is set to
write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken

seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men
who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it
ever was.” No broadcaster or
platform is attached to the
project as yet.
Previously, projects such as

My Week with Marilyn (2011),
which featured Michelle
Williams as Monroe, and 2015’s
made-for-TV drama film The
Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe
with Kelli Garner in the lead,
have explored parts of the
Hollywood legend’s life.
PTI

Marilyn Monroe is
one of Hollywood’s
biggest icons ever
PHOTO: BARON/

dried
ginger powder, green
cardamom powder and salt
and mix well.
n When the water

begins to a boil, reduce heat,
cover the pan and cook till all
the water
has been absorbed and the
rice is done.

GETTY IMAGES

Baked Moong
Dal Karanji

Ingredients
2 cups refined flour (maida), ¼
cup semolina (rawa/suji), 4tbsp
ghee, 3tbsp milk, saffron
(kesar) a pinch
For stuffing
1cup slit green gram skinless
(dhuli moong dal) soaked for ½
hour and boiled, 2tbsp ghee, 2
to 3tbsp assorted nuts
(almonds, cashew nuts,
walnuts), 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, 1/4 tsp
nutmeg grated, 1/4 cup khoya/
mawa, 1/2 cup sugar, 2tbsp
semolina
Method
n Preheat oven to 160°C. Sieve
together refined flour and
semolina in a bowl. Add 4
tablespoons ghee and knead
into a stiff dough using ¼
cup milk.
n To make stuffing, heat ghee

Kaju Khoya
Besan Laddoo

Til Gur Ke
Chawal

03

in a non-stick pan. Add
assorted nuts and raisins and
sauté for 2 minutes. Add
green gram, mix and sauté
for 5-7 minutes. Add
cardamom powder, grated
nutmeg, khoya¸ sugar and
semolina.Mix well and cook
for 2 minutes.

n Remove from heat, transfer

into a bowl and set aside to
cool.Divide dough into equal
portions shaped into small
pedas. Roll out pedas into
small puris.
n Put a small portion of the

prepared stuffing in the
centre. Apply little milk on
the edges, fold over and close
to make a crescent shape.
Press the edges and seal by
folding the edges in a design
manner, similar way a gujiya
is made.

n Similarly make remaining

karanjis.Brush baking tray
with little ghee and place
karanjis on it. Brush them
with little ghee and bake in
preheated oven for 20 mins.
n Heat three tablespoons milk

in a small non-stick pan. Add
saffron and bring to a boil.
Remove from heat. Brush
karanjis with saffron
milk after 12 minutes and
bake again for 6-7 minutes.
Cool, store in an airtight
container.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

htcity ENTERTAINMENT

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
FR I DAY, A P R I L 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

Akriti looking
to explore
more of
Punjabi folk

Neha Kakkar has
crossed 20 million
followers on
Instagram and is
one of the most
followed Indian
musicians on
YouTube
PHOTO: AMAL KS/HT

aturday Saturday and Iski
Uski singer Akriti Kakar
has expressed her wish to
sing more songs in the Punjabi
film industry.
“I had sung in a Punjabi film
(Chak Jawana) for Gurdas
Maan saab and also for Jaidev
(Kumar). I would love to sing
more in the Punjab film
industry,” Akriti says.
The singer has come up
with new version of the
Punjabi folk songs Chitta
Kukkad and Baage Vich.
“A lot of people (her fans)
wanted to hear folk music.
So I thought, why not start
with Punjabi folk that I’ve not
done before. It’s been a very
major part of my growing-up
years. [In] all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he used to play
folk songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and Surinder
Kaur,” she says.
“I think that is how it
became an integral part of my
life. That’s also the reason why
I chose to sing these folk songs.
I would love to explore more,
be it Punjabi folk or folk music
from other places such as
Gujarat, Bengal, south India,
Himachal Pradesh or
Rajasthan. So, yes, you might
see me do more folk songs,”
Akriti concludes.
IANS

S

At the moment, singer Neha
Kakkar is choosing to look only at
the unconditional love of her fans
Samarth Goyal
ne of the most popular
singers in the industry
today, singer Neha
Kakkar says she is
extremely grateful for all the
love coming her way. “I am
still not being able to believe
that I receive so much of love
and positive comments from
people all over. It’s all still a
dream to me,” says Neha, who
recently crossed 20 million
followers on Instagram.
“I didn’t even know that so
many people already follow
me. It’s something that is so
surreal and unbelievable. I
am thankful and grateful to be
here in this industry, and I am
lucky to have worked with
some of the best musicians in
the country. I couldn’t have
asked for more,” adds Neha,
who is a part of the second

O

Punjabi folk been a
very major part of my
growing-up years. [In]
all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he
used to play folk
songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and
Surinder Kaur.
AKRITI KAKAR SINGER

season of T-Series MixTape.
Apart from boasting a huge
fan following on Instagram,
the 30-year-old singer, has also
become one of the most
followed musicians from India
on YouTube. “It happened a
couple of months back, and I
didn’t even realise how big
this is. It means that people
from across the globe like my
voice and really appreciate the
work I do,” says Neha, who
sang the Aankh Marey
remake in Simmba (2018).
The singer recently also
sang the film version of her
brother Tony Kakkar’s Coca
Cola, for Luka Chuppi. “I
loved that song when it
released and I was so proud of
my brother to have produced
such a song. He called me one
day and said, ‘ Neha, Coca
Cola will be used in a film, and
I want you to sing it in the film.

I was so happy, and so
proud that I was able to
lend my voice to a song
that is so popular and
loved by so many
people,” Neha says,
adding that the
success and plaudits
mean no negativity
can affect her.
“I have been part
of so many amazing
songs that I feel
extremely grateful to
be part of songs that
are such big hits. I have
realised that there will
be people who will be
full of hatred towards
you and your work, but
there will be many more
who will love you
unconditionally, and
support you no matter
what,” she concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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Fever Ka Thappa

‘I don’t
look back
and wonder
what, why
and why
not’

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

A still from
Coca Cola

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
Coca Cola
First Class
Aankh Marey
Ghar More Pardesiya
Nai Lagda
Bumro
Bulleya
Teri Mitti
Mungda
Tu Na Mera

‘Need somebody
like myself to back
me if I direct again’

Film/album
Luka Chuppi
Kalank
Simmba
Kalank
Notebook
Notebook
RAW
Kesari
Total Dhamaal
Arjun Kanungo

ON THIS DAY IN 1994

Juhi Chakraborty
e has been around in
Bollywood for almost a
decade and a half now but
Samir Kochhar’s film roles
have been sporadic and largely
forgettable. Seen in Zeher
(2005), Jannat (2008) and
Housefull 3 (2016), none of
Samir’s appearances has been
memorable enough for him to
stake a claim as a credible face
in the wide open world of films.
“I was 20 when I moved from
Delhi to Mumbai and my sole
aim was to become a part of the
acting world. Sometimes I
grabbed certain things and I let
go of certain roles. And I guess
some things were not meant to
happen,” he shares.
The actor says that a lack of
familiarity with the dynamics
of showbiz is to blame. “I was
from Delhi and I did not know

H

I was from Delhi and I did not know the trade because I
didn’t have any connection in the film world... It took me
a while to understand how things work here.
SAMIR KOCHHAR ACTOR AND SPORTS PRESENTER
the entire trade because I didn’t
have any connection in the film
world. My mother is PhD and
my father is a CA. It took me a
while to understand how things
work here,” he explains.
But it seems all of that is
changing now — Samir made a
successful appearance in last
year’s web series Sacred
Games. The 38-year-old will be
seen in its second season this
year, along with Sujoy Ghosh’s
Typewriter. He says he is
“relishing” the kind of work he
is doing now. “I am putting all
my focus on acting right now
and not looking at anything

else. There is a time for
everything and I think now is
the time. I don’t look back and
wonder what, why and why
not. I am not someone who is
discontent,” says Samir, who
has been an active cricket
broadcaster and also owns a
football team.
“Sport is a great leveller. It
teaches you to be a unit. It has
changed my perspective and
how I look at my own life. I
have learnt how to be a sport
when going through a rough
patch in professional or in
personal life,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Rishabh Suri
is only directorial venture
till date might be the 2017
film Raabta, but Dinesh
Vijan is no stranger to making
films — as a producer, he has to
his credit successful films such
as Being Cyrus (2005), Love Aaj
Kal (2009), Go Goa Gone (2013),
Badlapur (2015), Hindi Medium
(2017), Stree (2018) and the
recent Luka Chuppi.
And he doesn’t plan on going
behind the camera anytime
soon either. “When I directed
for a year and a half, I could
only [produce] Hindi Medium.
If I feel the need to direct again,
I need somebody like me (to
back me). Agent Vinod (2012)
taught me how to make
Badlapur (2015)... films teach
you a lot... failures, more than
successes. Similarly, with
Raabta, what I realised is that
the fascination and aspiration
towards the West is no more.
Hindi Medium [showed] well
that people want stories about
them, from them, by them.”
This realisation Vijan also
owes to Badlapur, which was
based entirely in India. “Since
Badlapur, there’s a bhandaar!
That’s the first learning,” he
says, adding that new directors
need someone to tell them their
positives and flaws. “The
second learning is to back
directors in the best way
possible, so when he needs me,
I am there. I am like the
audience’s point of view. For a
director, the film is his love
(hence the guidance). There
are directors waiting for me.
For me to get back into
direction, I need a resource. It’s
important to have a producer
that backs you,” the producer
says.
Vijan, who has his hands
full with several projects, is at
the moment looking forward to
beginning Hindi Medium 2.

H

n

Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain committed suicide by shooting
himself in the head at his home in Seattle. Cobain’s body wasn’t
discovered until April 8, by an electrician who had arrived to install
a security system, and initially believed that Cobain was asleep,
until he saw the shotgun pointing at his chin. A suicide note was
found that said, “I haven’t felt the excitement of listening to as
well as creating music, along with really writing . . . for too many
years now”. A high concentration of heroin and traces of Valium
were found in Cobain’s body.

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Films teach you a lot...
Failures do, more than
successes. With
Raabta, what I realised
is that the fascination
and aspiration towards
the West is no more.
Filmmaker Dinesh Vijan says that a producer needs to give his director
PHOTO: SARANG GUPTA/HT
the audience’s perspective

DINESH VIJAN FILMMAKER
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having
proved her acting prowess and
a brand value that stood intact,
many feel nothing much has
changed for Kareena in terms
of films she chooses and brands
she gets associated with.
Neither when she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan
(in 2012) nor when she became
a mother to a boy, Taimur (in

E

M/RHEAKAPOOR

PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI

Karisma
Kapoor wore
a sari which
spelt out
‘mirchi’
PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

not just get stuck in a zone
doing the commercial kind of
films because cinema has also
moved ahead. Both Saif and I
have tried different avenues.
He did Sacred Games [on an
OTT platform] and I did radio,
so I think, hopefully, as a
couple, the idea is also to keep
evolving,” adds Kareena, who
would be seen in Good News
alongside Akshay Kumar and
the Karan Johar directorial,
Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone tagged
it as a comeback [for me] but I
don’t think I really went
anywhere; I just gave birth.
And this idea of saying that an

Spears’ health problems.
The singer’s father recently
underwent a surgery to combat
issues from his colon rupturing.

P

On Wednesday, Spears took to
Instagram to let her fans know
that she is taking some “me
time”.

PTI

Britney Spears

PHOTO: AFP

actress has made a comeback is
quite derogatory to women
because giving birth doesn’t
mean that one has to take a
sabbatical. It’s the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a box
post marriage or motherhood?
“I don’t think so,” Kareena
takes a pause, before
continuing, “It’s very sad if
people still think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different parts
like how Deepika [Padukone]
is right now — it’s about
taking up brave roles and
having the courage to do it. And
I think I’m probably the only
actress to be lucky to have
struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed her
idea of how she chooses the
brands she endorses, Kareena
is quick to respond: “I’ve never
endorsed an alcohol brand,
cigarette smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are three
basic rules I’ve always had
even before I was a mother. So,
I don’t see any reason as to why
it would change now.”
n

monika.rawal@htlive.com

Idon’twanttotalkaboutAlia’s
personallife:SoniRazdan
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.

I

It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to
talk about. Of course, we
have the typical mother
and daughter
conversations and we are
both actors, so that’s also
fun. But when it comes
to her personal life, I am
like, ‘I am her mom, why
are you asking me?’ Will I
talk about it? No. If I say
I can’t talk about it,
people think I am
rude. But I just want
to say that I am her
mother, so I don’t want
to talk about my
daughter’s personal life.
It’s not right. I don’t feel
correct doing that. It’s
not something any
mother would like to
talk about,” she says.
n

bove) N
Nita Ambani; (inset)
her embr
embroidered lehenga choli
which said, ‘Shubharambh’

PHOTOS: INSTAGRA

STOP PRESS
op icon Britney Spears has
checked into a mental health
facility. The 37-year-old singer
has enrolled into a 30-day
programme to cope with the
stress related to her father Jamie

Sonam K
Ahuja’s
lehenga choli
featuring the
phrase,
‘Everything is
AK-OK’; (right)
Rhea Kapoor
sported similar
typography in
a sari

PHOTO: PTI

Dipti Mudaliar

2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a different
kind of film, which was Veere
Di Wedding (VDW); I dabbled
with radio, and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is
creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different avenues” is
important.
“In a two-decade long career,
one has to keep exploring and

BRITNEY ENTERS MENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAMME

The ‘write’ way to go traditional

Kareena Kapoor Khan

W

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir is a young
teenage love story, so it possibly
couldn’t have got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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dipti.mudaliar@htlive.com

How a role left Kajal Aggarwal
physically and mentally exhausted
Sangeeta Yadav
tough role often takes a
toll on actors and Kajal
Aggarwal, who is
working in Telugu film, Sita,
has a similar story to share.
The role left her physically
exhausted and impacted her
mentally. And she says it was
easy for her to get into the skin
of the character than get out.
“Sita is a very interesting
character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was
very temperamental. When
you are 24x7 so angry and
frustrated, you are going to
feel physically exhausted,”
says Kajal.
The actor, who is currently
learning Kalaripayattu for her
upcoming movie Indian 2
starring Kamal Haasan, says it
became all the more difficult
when she started carrying
Sita’s baggage at home. “I was
losing my temper again and
again even when I was at
home. Sita wasn’t very polite
and well mannered. I felt I was
speaking badly at home for no
reason,” Kajal recalls.
To switch off from the
character, Kajal took to
meditation. “I had to
consciously shrug it off by
doing white light meditation.
I love my job and am
committed to it but I’m also
committed to my life and self,”
she says.
She further shares, “Ever
since I got into the industry I
was very clear that acting is
my job and not my whole life. I
keep that distinction clear in
my head. I love spending time
doing other things like
travelling, reading, cooking. I
believe in evolution and
growth as a person and that
has always been my priority
in life.”

A
Ridheema Tiwari

WHO DOESN’T
WANT TO BE A
PART OF REALITY
SHOWS?:
RIDHEEMA
Shreya Mukherjee

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

to Sonam K
Ahuja’s House of
Masaba sari
featuring letterings
in Tamil, wearing
your thoughts on
your ‘sleeve’, is the
new big deal in the
trend-o-sphere. It’s
not just about the
slogan T-shirt or
denims any longer. A
while back, actor
Karisma Kapoor too
was seen flaunting
the trend, with a
typography-printed

hen actor Deepika
Padukone wore a red
dupatta with the
Sanskrit phrase ‘Sada
Saubhagyavati Bhava’
embroidered in gold at her
wedding ceremony last year,
a fashionable love affair
between traditional canvas
and typography was kindled.
And it has been a whirlwind
romance ever since. From
Nita Ambani’s
‘Shubharambh’ embroidered
lehenga choli by Sabyasachi

Satya
t Paul
au sari that sp t
out ‘mirchi’ in Hindi.
Stylist Rishi Raj
asserts that
customisations such as
these, help take
“couture to the
next level”. He
adds, “It can’t get
more bespoke in
this world which
wants everything
couture. A couture
piece is like
owning an
exquisite piece of
art and its
exclusivity
increases when
you have
typography or a
slogan that’s
uniquely yours.”
A slogan is a
basic way of
telling the world
who and what
you are, what
you like and
dislike or what you
believe in. But designer
Rahul Mishra points
out that not all
occasions require one to
make a statement.

Mishra says, “I don’t think
having big slogans will work
on formal garments but I
love the idea of typography.
Slogans of any sort, on any
garment, mostly illustrate
the political or social state of
present times, and formal
functions don’t demand such
issues to be highlighted.”
On the other hand,
designer Kunal Rawal says
“there are no rules”. Kunal,
who loves customising his
creations, shares, “Go for
something that resonates
with you. Something you
want to see again and again.”
He points out, “This trend
has also given men the apt
opportunity to be as involved
as women while choosing a
garment.”
Naturally, in such a trend
explosion, one is forced to
question the longevity of the
garment with typography
and its enduring appeal. To
ensure it, stylist Isha
Bhansali advises “never opt
for something that’s in your
face, and be extremely
careful with the placement of
the slogan or the text”. She
adds, “Also, ensure that
when the slogan is
embroidered/placed on the
garment, it should be in sync
with the whole colour story
of your ensemble. Don’t
make it too colourful.
Fashion is all about the right
balance.”

nlike many of her
colleagues in the
television industry,
Ridheema Tiwari is yet to
foray into the reality TV space.
The actor shares she is keen on
it as it will give fans the chance
to see her real side.
“Which actor doesn’t want
to do a reality show? Every
time I got offers to be part of a
reality show, my prior
commitments didn’t allow me
to take it up. Recently, there
was a debate on actors losing
out on credit. That doesn’t
happen in reality shows. I
have no qualms with the
audience remembering me for
my screen name but I also
want them to know my real
name,” she says.
So what kind of reality
shows would she be interested
in? “I’m trained in
Bharatanatyam and I’ve even
received basic training in
vocals. I have an inclination
towards music and dance. I see
people learning so many dance
forms on shows like Jhalak
Dikhla Jaa and Nach Baliye. I
would want to be part of such a
show,” adds Ridheema, known
for TV shows such as Sasural
Genda Phool, Dosti...
Yaariyan... Manmarziyan,
and Ghulaam.
Mention Bigg Boss and she’s
quick to add, “I should never
say never and it’s true I enjoy
watching the show. But I don’t
want to be a part of such a
format. I feel I am not made for
the setup.”

U

n

n

PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Sita is a very interesting character but was difficult for
me to get out of, as she was very temperamental. I used
to feel drained out after acting. I like challenging roles
but I never thought this will be so challenging that it will
start affecting my personal life.
KAJAL AGGARWAL ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.

(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.

Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Here’swhyJavier
Bardemstruggles
forworkinSpain
e is Spain’s best-known
actor, but Javier Bardem
says he has trouble
getting work there. “I work
much less in Spain than I
would like to,” the Oscar
winner revealed as the Nantes
Spanish film festival in
western France staged a
retrospective of his work.
“I don’t get the scripts
because people think I live
abroad, or that I would be
looking for stratospheric
money, which is not true,” he
added.
“If a film has a budget, of
course I want to be paid, but if
not, we can find another way. I
am prepared to be flexible,”
said the actor, who tends to
alternate between Hollywood
blockbusters such as Pirates of
the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell

H
MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh

S

OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body

odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can lead to
scars on the face and body,
hyperpigmentation can
make the skin appear dark,
and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/
AFP

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE
n Cooling mist:

Revamp your beauty regimen and keep your skin
protected from the extreme heat

Susan Jose

Javier Bardem won
best supporting
actor Oscar for the
Coen brothers’ No
Country for Old Men
(2007)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SHINE ON
THIS
SUMMER

No Tales (2017) and edgier
independent European and
American films.
Bardem, who turned 50 last
month, is not tempted to make
the transition to the director’s
chair — though he can see why
some of his peers are tempted.
“Playing a role is an
enormous act of trust and
generosity. You offer yourself
for someone else to work with
and manipulate, and not
always for the better. I can see
how an actor would say, ‘Now I
want to direct my own work,’“
he added.
“But directing is much more
than that; it’s an
extraordinarily difficult job. I
don’t feel I would be able to do
it well, and more importantly I
don’t feel the need to,” Bardem
AFP
explained.

daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild

exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and
repeat it every four hours
spent
in the sun.

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oil-

based sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine
helps. However, do
not do it too
aggressively, for

it will dry out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light

moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear of
heavy, occlusive creams and
ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and
oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the

Cucumber juice, rose
water and mint. Spray
this every few hours on
the skin to keep it cool
and hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning.
Mix this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20
minutes before rinsing
it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
This mask helps to keep
the skin hydrated and
makes it smooth and
healthy looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before
applying on the skin.
Rinse off the paste
after 15 to 20 minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz
Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV
& FLIX
1030 The Dark Tower
1230 Pirates of The
Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Chest
1455 Avengers: Age of
Ultron
1710 Transformers: Revenge
of The Fallen
2010 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
2300 Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
SONY PIX
0944 Hulk
1241 Apocalypto
1447 Suicide Squad
1732 The Mummy
1946 Batman V Superman:
Dawn of Justice
STAR MOVIES
0930 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 The Amazing SpiderMan

1400 Thor: Ragnarok
1600 Avengers: Infinity War
1900 Men In Black II
2100 Baby’s Day Out
2300 Unstoppable
STAR GOLD
1120 Brindavanam
1350 The Real Jackpot
1655 Jai Ho
2000 Paap Ki Kamai
2225 Singham
& PICTURES
1023 Baazigar
1350 Welcome
1705 Half Girlfriend
2000 Baaghi
2255 GI Joe: Retaliation
UTV MOVIES
0830 Kaalia
1200 Nagina
1500 Supreme Khiladi
1745 Raaz
2030 Power Unlimited
2305 Tezaab
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GUDI PADWA GOODIES
onsidered one of the most
auspicious days of the
Hindu Calendar Gudi
Padwa (Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada)is all about
welcoming the new year and
spending time with family.
And, when it comes festivals
and families, there is no better
way to celebrate it than with a
spread of delectable goodies.
Suresh Shelar, chef, Banjara,
shares some exciting
dishes that you can prepare to
relish on Gudi Padwa
tomorrow.
HTC

C

KAJU KHOYA
BESAN LADDOO
Ingredients
1 cup khoya/mawa grated,
4 cups coarse gram flour,
¼ cup ghee, ½ cup
powdered sugar, 1tsp
green cardamom powder,
7tsp sugar substitute
sucralose
Method
n Heat ghee in a non stick
pan, add the gram flour
and sauté till lightly
browned and fragrant,
stirring frequently.
n Add khoya and sauté,
stirring continuously, till
the khoya blends well
with the gram flour. Add
sugar and mix. Add
green cardamom
powder.
n Transfer the mixture
into a bowl. Let it cool a
little and then add the
sucralose and mix well.
Shape into even sized
laddoos.
n Store when completely
cooled. These laddoos
should be consumed
fast since they have
khoya in them and will
not keep for too long.
Better to store them in
the refrigerator

TIL GUR KE CHAWAL
Ingredients: 1tsp sesame
seeds (black), 1 cup basmati rice
soaked, 1tsp sesame seeds (til),
3tbsp jaggery (gur, 3tbsp ghee,
10-15 cashews, 10-15 raisins, ½
tsp fennel seeds, 1/2tsp dry
ginger powder, 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, ½ tsp salt
Method
n Heat ghee in a deep nonstick pan. Add black and
white sesame seeds and
sauté lightly. Slit the
cashewnuts into half and add
to the pan. Mix well.
n Add the raisins and

sauté till lightly browned.
Add rice and sauté lightly.
Add water and mix.
n Add jaggery, fennel powder,

BAKED MOONG
DAL KARANJI

Marilyn Monroe TV drama series in works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public figures
such as former US President
John F Kennedy and Robert F
Kennedy. The show will be
based on parts of Keith
Badman’s book The Final
Years of Marilyn Monroe: The
Shocking True Story, the
studio said in a statement.

A

Monroe, who died in 1962 at the
age of 36 of a suspected suicide,
starred in hits such as The
Seven Year Itch (1955) and
Some Like It Hot (1959). The
producers said the series would
cover a period in which her
behaviour became increasingly
erratic as her dependence on
alcohol and medication caused
her glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in reporting
her overdose on the night of her
death. Dan Sefton, who is set to
write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken

seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men
who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it
ever was.” No broadcaster or
platform is attached to the
project as yet.
Previously, projects such as

My Week with Marilyn (2011),
which featured Michelle
Williams as Monroe, and 2015’s
made-for-TV drama film The
Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe
with Kelli Garner in the lead,
have explored parts of the
Hollywood legend’s life.
PTI

Marilyn
Monroe PHOTO:
GETTY IMAGES

dried
ginger powder, green
cardamom powder and salt
and mix well.
n When the water

begins to a boil, reduce heat,
cover the pan and cook till all
the water
has been absorbed and the
rice is done.

Baked Moong
Dal Karanji

Ingredients
2 cups refined flour (maida), ¼
cup semolina (rawa/suji), 4tbsp
ghee, 3tbsp milk, saffron
(kesar) a pinch
For stuffing
1cup slit green gram skinless
(dhuli moong dal) soaked for ½
hour and boiled, 2tbsp ghee, 2
to 3tbsp assorted nuts
(almonds, cashew nuts,
walnuts), 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, 1/4 tsp
nutmeg grated, 1/4 cup khoya/
mawa, 1/2 cup sugar, 2tbsp
semolina
Method
n Preheat oven to 160°C. Sieve
together refined flour and
semolina in a bowl. Add 4
tablespoons ghee and knead
into a stiff dough using ¼
cup milk.
n To make stuffing, heat ghee

Kaju Khoya
Besan Laddoo

Til Gur Ke
Chawal

03

in a non-stick pan. Add
assorted nuts and raisins and
sauté for 2 minutes. Add
green gram, mix and sauté
for 5-7 minutes. Add
cardamom powder, grated
nutmeg, khoya¸ sugar and
semolina.Mix well and cook
for 2 minutes.

n Remove from heat, transfer

into a bowl and set aside to
cool.Divide dough into equal
portions shaped into small
pedas. Roll out pedas into
small puris.
n Put a small portion of the

prepared stuffing in the
centre. Apply little milk on
the edges, fold over and close
to make a crescent shape.
Press the edges and seal by
folding the edges in a design
manner, similar way a gujiya
is made.

n Similarly make remaining

karanjis.Brush baking tray
with little ghee and place
karanjis on it. Brush them
with little ghee and bake in
preheated oven for 20 mins.
n Heat three tablespoons milk

in a small non-stick pan. Add
saffron and bring to a boil.
Remove from heat. Brush
karanjis with saffron
milk after 12 minutes and
bake again for 6-7 minutes.
Cool, store in an airtight
container.
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Neha Kakkar has
crossed 20 million
followers on
Instagram and is
one of the most
followed Indian
musicians on
YouTube

Akriti looking
to explore
more of
Punjabi folk
aturday Saturday and Iski
Uski singer Akriti Kakar
has expressed her wish to
sing more songs in the Punjabi
film industry.
“I had sung in a Punjabi film
(Chak Jawana) for Gurdas
Maan saab and also for Jaidev
(Kumar). I would love to sing
more in the Punjab film
industry,” Akriti says.
The singer has come up
with new version of the
Punjabi folk songs Chitta
Kukkad and Baage Vich.
“A lot of people (her fans)
wanted to hear folk music.
So I thought, why not start
with Punjabi folk that I’ve not
done before. It’s been a very
major part of my growing-up
years. [In] all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he used to play
folk songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and Surinder
Kaur,” she says.
“I think that is how it
became an integral part of my
life. That’s also the reason why
I chose to sing these folk songs.
I would love to explore more,
be it Punjabi folk or folk music
from other places such as
Gujarat, Bengal, south India,
Himachal Pradesh or
Rajasthan. So, yes, you might
see me do more folk songs,”
Akriti concludes.
IANS

PHOTO: AMAL KS/HT

S

At the moment, singer Neha
Kakkar is choosing to look only at
the unconditional love of her fans
Samarth Goyal

O

Punjabi folk been a very major
part of my growing-up years. [In]
all the years that I spent with my
dadaji (grandfather), he
used to play folk
songs of artists like Parkash Kaur
and Surinder Kaur.
AKRITI KAKAR SINGER

ne of the most popular
singers in the industry
today, singer Neha
Kakkar says she is
extremely grateful for all the
love coming her way. “I am
still not being able to believe
that I receive so much of love
and positive comments from
people all over. It’s all still a
dream to me,” says Neha, who
recently crossed 20 million
followers on Instagram.
“I didn’t even know that so
many people already follow
me. It’s something that is so
surreal and unbelievable. I
am thankful and grateful to be
here in this industry, and I am
lucky to have worked with
some of the best musicians in
the country. I couldn’t have
asked for more,” adds Neha,
who is a part of the second

PHOTO: YOGEN
SHAH

season of T-Series MixTape.
Apart from boasting a huge
fan following on Instagram,
the 30-year-old singer, has also
become one of the most
followed musicians from India
on YouTube. “It happened a
couple of months back, and I
didn’t even realise how big
this is. It means that people
from across the globe like my
voice and really appreciate the
work I do,” says Neha, who
sang the Aankh Marey
remake in Simmba (2018).
The singer recently also
sang the film version of her
brother Tony Kakkar’s Coca
Cola, for Luka Chuppi. “I
loved that song when it
released and I was so proud of
my brother to have produced
such a song. He called me one
day and said, ‘ Neha, Coca
Cola will be used in a film, and
I want you to sing it in the film.

I was so happy, and so
proud that I was able to
lend my voice to a song
that is so popular and
loved by so many
people,” Neha says,
adding that the
success and plaudits
mean no negativity
can affect her.
“I have been part
of so many amazing
songs that I feel
extremely grateful to
be part of songs that
are such big hits. I have
realised that there will
be people who will be
full of hatred towards
you and your work, but
there will be many more
who will love you
unconditionally, and
support you no matter
what,” she concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having

E

proved her acting prowess and
a brand value that stood intact,
many feel nothing much has
changed for Kareena in terms
of films she chooses and brands
she gets associated with.
Neither when she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan
(in 2012) nor when she became

a mother to a boy, Taimur (in
2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a different
kind of film, which was Veere
Di Wedding (VDW); I dabbled
with radio, and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is

Kareena
Kapoor Khan
PHOTO: PTI

creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different avenues” is
important.
“In a two-decade long
career, one has to keep
exploring and not just get stuck
in a zone doing the commercial
kind of films because cinema
has also moved ahead. Both
Saif and I have tried different
avenues. He did Sacred Games
[on an OTT platform] and I did
radio, so I think, hopefully, as a

couple, the idea is also to keep
evolving,” adds Kareena, who
would be seen in Good News
alongside Akshay Kumar and
the Karan Johar directorial,
Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone tagged
it as a comeback [for me] but I
don’t think I really went
anywhere; I just gave birth.
And this idea of saying that an
actress has made a comeback is
quite derogatory to women
because giving birth doesn’t
mean that one has to take a
sabbatical. It’s the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a box
post marriage or motherhood?
“I don’t think so,” Kareena
takes a pause, before
continuing, “It’s very sad if
people still think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different parts
like how Deepika [Padukone]
is right now — it’s about
taking up brave roles and
having the courage to do it. And
I think I’m probably the only
actress to be lucky to have
struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed her
idea of how she chooses the
brands she endorses, Kareena
is quick to respond: “I’ve never
endorsed an alcohol brand,
cigarette smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are three
basic rules I’ve always had
even before I was a mother. So,
I don’t see any reason as to why
it would change now.”

n

monika.rawal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

Idon’twanttotalkabout
Alia’spersonallife:Soni
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.
It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

I

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir
is a young teenage
love story, so it
possibly couldn’t have
got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR
talk about. Of course, we have
the typical mother and
daughter conversations and
we are both actors, so that’s
also fun. But when it comes to
her personal life, I am like, ‘I
am her mom, why are you
asking me?’ Will I talk about
it? No. If I say I can’t talk
about it, people think I am
rude. But I just want to say
that I am her mother, so I
don’t want to talk about my
daughter’s personal life. It’s
not right. I don’t feel correct
doing that. It’s not something
any mother would like to talk
about,” she says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.

(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.

Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Here’swhyJavier
Bardemstruggles
forworkinSpain
e is Spain’s best-known
actor, but Javier Bardem
says he has trouble
getting work there. “I work
much less in Spain than I
would like to,” the Oscar
winner revealed as the Nantes
Spanish film festival in
western France staged a
retrospective of his work.
“I don’t get the scripts
because people think I live
abroad, or that I would be
looking for stratospheric
money, which is not true,” he
added.
“If a film has a budget, of
course I want to be paid, but if
not, we can find another way. I
am prepared to be flexible,”
said the actor, who tends to
alternate between Hollywood
blockbusters such as Pirates of
the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell

H
MATHDOKU

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh

S

OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body

odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can lead to
scars on the face and body,
hyperpigmentation can
make the skin appear dark,
and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

PHOTO: VALERIE MACON/
AFP

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE
n Cooling mist:

Revamp your beauty regimen and keep your skin
protected from the extreme heat

Susan Jose

Javier Bardem won
best supporting
actor Oscar for the
Coen brothers’ No
Country for Old Men
(2007)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SHINE ON
THIS
SUMMER

No Tales (2017) and edgier
independent European and
American films.
Bardem, who turned 50 last
month, is not tempted to make
the transition to the director’s
chair — though he can see why
some of his peers are tempted.
“Playing a role is an
enormous act of trust and
generosity. You offer yourself
for someone else to work with
and manipulate, and not
always for the better. I can see
how an actor would say, ‘Now I
want to direct my own work,’“
he added.
“But directing is much more
than that; it’s an
extraordinarily difficult job. I
don’t feel I would be able to do
it well, and more importantly I
don’t feel the need to,” Bardem
AFP
explained.

daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild

exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and
repeat it every four hours
spent
in the sun.

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oil-

based sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine
helps. However, do
not do it too
aggressively, for

it will dry out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light

moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear of
heavy, occlusive creams and
ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and
oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the

Cucumber juice, rose
water and mint. Spray
this every few hours on
the skin to keep it cool
and hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning.
Mix this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20
minutes before rinsing
it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
This mask helps to keep
the skin hydrated and
makes it smooth and
healthy looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before
applying on the skin.
Rinse off the paste
after 15 to 20 minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz
Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com

MOVIES ON TV
& FLIX
1030 The Dark Tower
1230 Pirates of The
Caribbean: Dead Man’s
Chest
1455 Avengers: Age of
Ultron
1710 Transformers: Revenge
of The Fallen
2010 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
2300 Captain America: The
Winter Soldier
SONY PIX
0944 Hulk
1241 Apocalypto
1447 Suicide Squad
1732 The Mummy
1946 Batman V Superman:
Dawn of Justice
STAR MOVIES
0930 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 The Amazing SpiderMan

1400 Thor: Ragnarok
1600 Avengers: Infinity War
1900 Men In Black II
2100 Baby’s Day Out
2300 Unstoppable
STAR GOLD
1120 Brindavanam
1350 The Real Jackpot
1655 Jai Ho
2000 Paap Ki Kamai
2225 Singham
& PICTURES
1023 Baazigar
1350 Welcome
1705 Half Girlfriend
2000 Baaghi
2255 GI Joe: Retaliation
UTV MOVIES
0830 Kaalia
1200 Nagina
1500 Supreme Khiladi
1745 Raaz
2030 Power Unlimited
2305 Tezaab
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GUDI PADWA GOODIES
onsidered one of the most
auspicious days of the
Hindu Calendar Gudi
Padwa (Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada)is all about
welcoming the new year and
spending time with family.
And, when it comes festivals
and families, there is no better
way to celebrate it than with a
spread of delectable goodies.
Suresh Shelar, chef, Banjara,
shares some exciting
dishes that you can prepare to
relish on Gudi Padwa
tomorrow.
HTC

C

KAJU KHOYA
BESAN LADDOO
Ingredients
1 cup khoya/mawa grated,
4 cups coarse gram flour,
¼ cup ghee, ½ cup
powdered sugar, 1tsp
green cardamom powder,
7tsp sugar substitute
sucralose
Method
n Heat ghee in a non stick
pan, add the gram flour
and sauté till lightly
browned and fragrant,
stirring frequently.
n Add khoya and sauté,
stirring continuously, till
the khoya blends well
with the gram flour. Add
sugar and mix. Add
green cardamom
powder.
n Transfer the mixture
into a bowl. Let it cool a
little and then add the
sucralose and mix well.
Shape into even sized
laddoos.
n Store when completely
cooled. These laddoos
should be consumed
fast since they have
khoya in them and will
not keep for too long.
Better to store them in
the refrigerator

TIL GUR KE CHAWAL
Ingredients: 1tsp sesame
seeds (black), 1 cup basmati rice
soaked, 1tsp sesame seeds (til),
3tbsp jaggery (gur, 3tbsp ghee,
10-15 cashews, 10-15 raisins, ½
tsp fennel seeds, 1/2tsp dry
ginger powder, 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, ½ tsp salt
Method
n Heat ghee in a deep nonstick pan. Add black and
white sesame seeds and
sauté lightly. Slit the
cashewnuts into half and add
to the pan. Mix well.
n Add the raisins and

sauté till lightly browned.
Add rice and sauté lightly.
Add water and mix.
n Add jaggery, fennel powder,

BAKED MOONG
DAL KARANJI

Marilyn Monroe TV drama series in works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public figures
such as former US President
John F Kennedy and Robert F
Kennedy. The show will be
based on parts of Keith
Badman’s book The Final
Years of Marilyn Monroe: The
Shocking True Story, the
studio said in a statement.

A

Monroe, who died in 1962 at the
age of 36 of a suspected suicide,
starred in hits such as The
Seven Year Itch (1955) and
Some Like It Hot (1959). The
producers said the series would
cover a period in which her
behaviour became increasingly
erratic as her dependence on
alcohol and medication caused
her glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in reporting
her overdose on the night of her
death. Dan Sefton, who is set to
write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken

seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men
who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it
ever was.” No broadcaster or
platform is attached to the
project as yet.
Previously, projects such as

My Week with Marilyn (2011),
which featured Michelle
Williams as Monroe, and 2015’s
made-for-TV drama film The
Secret Life of Marilyn Monroe
with Kelli Garner in the lead,
have explored parts of the
Hollywood legend’s life.
PTI

Marilyn
Monroe PHOTO:
GETTY IMAGES

dried
ginger powder, green
cardamom powder and salt
and mix well.
n When the water

begins to a boil, reduce heat,
cover the pan and cook till all
the water
has been absorbed and the
rice is done.

Baked Moong
Dal Karanji

Ingredients
2 cups refined flour (maida), ¼
cup semolina (rawa/suji), 4tbsp
ghee, 3tbsp milk, saffron
(kesar) a pinch
For stuffing
1cup slit green gram skinless
(dhuli moong dal) soaked for ½
hour and boiled, 2tbsp ghee, 2
to 3tbsp assorted nuts
(almonds, cashew nuts,
walnuts), 1/4tsp green
cardamom powder, 1/4 tsp
nutmeg grated, 1/4 cup khoya/
mawa, 1/2 cup sugar, 2tbsp
semolina
Method
n Preheat oven to 160°C. Sieve
together refined flour and
semolina in a bowl. Add 4
tablespoons ghee and knead
into a stiff dough using ¼
cup milk.
n To make stuffing, heat ghee

Kaju Khoya
Besan Laddoo

Til Gur Ke
Chawal

03

in a non-stick pan. Add
assorted nuts and raisins and
sauté for 2 minutes. Add
green gram, mix and sauté
for 5-7 minutes. Add
cardamom powder, grated
nutmeg, khoya¸ sugar and
semolina.Mix well and cook
for 2 minutes.

n Remove from heat, transfer

into a bowl and set aside to
cool.Divide dough into equal
portions shaped into small
pedas. Roll out pedas into
small puris.
n Put a small portion of the

prepared stuffing in the
centre. Apply little milk on
the edges, fold over and close
to make a crescent shape.
Press the edges and seal by
folding the edges in a design
manner, similar way a gujiya
is made.

n Similarly make remaining

karanjis.Brush baking tray
with little ghee and place
karanjis on it. Brush them
with little ghee and bake in
preheated oven for 20 mins.
n Heat three tablespoons milk

in a small non-stick pan. Add
saffron and bring to a boil.
Remove from heat. Brush
karanjis with saffron
milk after 12 minutes and
bake again for 6-7 minutes.
Cool, store in an airtight
container.
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Akriti looking
to explore
more of
Punjabi folk

Neha Kakkar has
crossed 20 million
followers on
Instagram and is
one of the most
followed Indian
musicians on
YouTube
PHOTO: AMAL KS/HT

aturday Saturday and Iski
Uski singer Akriti Kakar
has expressed her wish to
sing more songs in the Punjabi
film industry.
“I had sung in a Punjabi film
(Chak Jawana) for Gurdas
Maan saab and also for Jaidev
(Kumar). I would love to sing
more in the Punjab film
industry,” Akriti says.
The singer has come up
with new version of the
Punjabi folk songs Chitta
Kukkad and Baage Vich.
“A lot of people (her fans)
wanted to hear folk music.
So I thought, why not start
with Punjabi folk that I’ve not
done before. It’s been a very
major part of my growing-up
years. [In] all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he used to play
folk songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and Surinder
Kaur,” she says.
“I think that is how it
became an integral part of my
life. That’s also the reason why
I chose to sing these folk songs.
I would love to explore more,
be it Punjabi folk or folk music
from other places such as
Gujarat, Bengal, south India,
Himachal Pradesh or
Rajasthan. So, yes, you might
see me do more folk songs,”
Akriti concludes.
IANS

S

At the moment, singer Neha
Kakkar is choosing to look only at
the unconditional love of her fans
Samarth Goyal
ne of the most popular
singers in the industry
today, singer Neha
Kakkar says she is
extremely grateful for all the
love coming her way. “I am
still not being able to believe
that I receive so much of love
and positive comments from
people all over. It’s all still a
dream to me,” says Neha, who
recently crossed 20 million
followers on Instagram.
“I didn’t even know that so
many people already follow
me. It’s something that is so
surreal and unbelievable. I
am thankful and grateful to be
here in this industry, and I am
lucky to have worked with
some of the best musicians in
the country. I couldn’t have
asked for more,” adds Neha,
who is a part of the second

O

Punjabi folk been a
very major part of my
growing-up years. [In]
all the years that I
spent with my dadaji
(grandfather), he
used to play folk
songs of artists like
Parkash Kaur and
Surinder Kaur.
AKRITI KAKAR SINGER

season of T-Series MixTape.
Apart from boasting a huge
fan following on Instagram,
the 30-year-old singer, has also
become one of the most
followed musicians from India
on YouTube. “It happened a
couple of months back, and I
didn’t even realise how big
this is. It means that people
from across the globe like my
voice and really appreciate the
work I do,” says Neha, who
sang the Aankh Marey
remake in Simmba (2018).
The singer recently also
sang the film version of her
brother Tony Kakkar’s Coca
Cola, for Luka Chuppi. “I
loved that song when it
released and I was so proud of
my brother to have produced
such a song. He called me one
day and said, ‘ Neha, Coca
Cola will be used in a film, and
I want you to sing it in the film.

I was so happy, and so
proud that I was able to
lend my voice to a song
that is so popular and
loved by so many
people,” Neha says,
adding that the
success and plaudits
mean no negativity
can affect her.
“I have been part
of so many amazing
songs that I feel
extremely grateful to
be part of songs that
are such big hits. I have
realised that there will
be people who will be
full of hatred towards
you and your work, but
there will be many more
who will love you
unconditionally, and
support you no matter
what,” she concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Fever Ka Thappa

‘I don’t
look back
and wonder
what, why
and why
not’

CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

A still from
Coca Cola

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
Coca Cola
First Class
Aankh Marey
Ghar More Pardesiya
Nai Lagda
Bumro
Bulleya
Teri Mitti
Mungda
Tu Na Mera

‘Need somebody
like myself to back
me if I direct again’
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ON THIS DAY IN 1994

Juhi Chakraborty
e has been around in
Bollywood for almost a
decade and a half now but
Samir Kochhar’s film roles
have been sporadic and largely
forgettable. Seen in Zeher
(2005), Jannat (2008) and
Housefull 3 (2016), none of
Samir’s appearances has been
memorable enough for him to
stake a claim as a credible face
in the wide open world of films.
“I was 20 when I moved from
Delhi to Mumbai and my sole
aim was to become a part of the
acting world. Sometimes I
grabbed certain things and I let
go of certain roles. And I guess
some things were not meant to
happen,” he shares.
The actor says that a lack of
familiarity with the dynamics
of showbiz is to blame. “I was
from Delhi and I did not know

H

I was from Delhi and I did not know the trade because I
didn’t have any connection in the film world... It took me
a while to understand how things work here.
SAMIR KOCHHAR ACTOR AND SPORTS PRESENTER
the entire trade because I didn’t
have any connection in the film
world. My mother is PhD and
my father is a CA. It took me a
while to understand how things
work here,” he explains.
But it seems all of that is
changing now — Samir made a
successful appearance in last
year’s web series Sacred
Games. The 38-year-old will be
seen in its second season this
year, along with Sujoy Ghosh’s
Typewriter. He says he is
“relishing” the kind of work he
is doing now. “I am putting all
my focus on acting right now
and not looking at anything

else. There is a time for
everything and I think now is
the time. I don’t look back and
wonder what, why and why
not. I am not someone who is
discontent,” says Samir, who
has been an active cricket
broadcaster and also owns a
football team.
“Sport is a great leveller. It
teaches you to be a unit. It has
changed my perspective and
how I look at my own life. I
have learnt how to be a sport
when going through a rough
patch in professional or in
personal life,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Rishabh Suri
is only directorial venture
till date might be the 2017
film Raabta, but Dinesh
Vijan is no stranger to making
films — as a producer, he has to
his credit successful films such
as Being Cyrus (2005), Love Aaj
Kal (2009), Go Goa Gone (2013),
Badlapur (2015), Hindi Medium
(2017), Stree (2018) and the
recent Luka Chuppi.
And he doesn’t plan on going
behind the camera anytime
soon either. “When I directed
for a year and a half, I could
only [produce] Hindi Medium.
If I feel the need to direct again,
I need somebody like me (to
back me). Agent Vinod (2012)
taught me how to make
Badlapur (2015)... films teach
you a lot... failures, more than
successes. Similarly, with
Raabta, what I realised is that
the fascination and aspiration
towards the West is no more.
Hindi Medium [showed] well
that people want stories about
them, from them, by them.”
This realisation Vijan also
owes to Badlapur, which was
based entirely in India. “Since
Badlapur, there’s a bhandaar!
That’s the first learning,” he
says, adding that new directors
need someone to tell them their
positives and flaws. “The
second learning is to back
directors in the best way
possible, so when he needs me,
I am there. I am like the
audience’s point of view. For a
director, the film is his love
(hence the guidance). There
are directors waiting for me.
For me to get back into
direction, I need a resource. It’s
important to have a producer
that backs you,” the producer
says.
Vijan, who has his hands
full with several projects, is at
the moment looking forward to
beginning Hindi Medium 2.

H

n

Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain committed suicide by shooting
himself in the head at his home in Seattle. Cobain’s body wasn’t
discovered until April 8, by an electrician who had arrived to install
a security system, and initially believed that Cobain was asleep,
until he saw the shotgun pointing at his chin. A suicide note was
found that said, “I haven’t felt the excitement of listening to as
well as creating music, along with really writing . . . for too many
years now”. A high concentration of heroin and traces of Valium
were found in Cobain’s body.

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Films teach you a lot...
Failures do, more than
successes. With
Raabta, what I realised
is that the fascination
and aspiration towards
the West is no more.
Filmmaker Dinesh Vijan says that a producer needs to give his director
PHOTO: SARANG GUPTA/HT
the audience’s perspective

DINESH VIJAN FILMMAKER
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‘I DON’T WANT
TO TALK ABOUT
ALIA’S LIFE’

TV DRAMA SERIES ON HOLLYWOOD LEGEND
MARILYN MONROE IN THE WORKS
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shortstories
HC BAR TO ELECT
EXECUTIVE BODY
IN UT TODAY
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and
Haryana High Court Bar Association (PHHCBA) will hold elections
on Friday. There are a total of 3347
voters this year. For the post of
president, there are five candidates — DPS Randhawa,GBS
Dhillon, Dinesh Kumar Sharma,
Tahar Singh and SP Garg. For the
post of vice-president Shekhar
Verma and Vikas Malik are in fray
as for the secretary, Ravinder
Malik and Rohit Sood will contest.
Rajni and Rachna Rudra are
fighting for the post of joint
secretary. As for treasurer’s post
Krishan Kumar, Arun Sharma,
Fatehjeet Singh and Zubin
Chhura are in fray. The polling will
start at 9am and continue till 4pm
at high court premises.The results
are expected by evening.Meanwhile, the District Bar Association
(DBA) elections of Chandigarh will
be held on Friday, wherein over
2,600 bar members will vote. The
voting will start at 9am and
continue till 5pm. Around 16
candidates are contesting for
HTC
different posts.

Educationdepttostart‘school New cycles parked at schools:
twinning’schemefromMay Akali leaders raise objections
HT Correspondent

UNIQUE INITIATIVE The programme will help students share their experiences besides
having discussions regarding their areas of interest, local art and craft, music, festivals
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: The department of
school education is all set to
launch a unique student
exchange programme named
‘twinning of schools’ under
which, students of government
and private primary schools
will share the best practices of
their respective schools.
The programme will be carried in May and the students
of Class 6-8 of both private and
government schools across
the state will participate in
the programme.
Under the programme, 10 students of each of the three classes
at government schools will visit
the private schools and vice
versa. They will spend a day in
the other school to get an insight
into the academic atmosphere,
besides having interactions
over different issues.
Issuing directions to district
education officers across state,
director general of school education Mohammad Tayyab has
asked the officials to prepare a
complete roster regarding the

UNDER THE PROGRAMME
discuss their areas of interest

n Students to share best

practices of their schools
n 10 students each from Classes

6-8 to participate
n Students of private and

government schools to spend
full day in each other’s school
n Private school students to

have midday meal at government schools, while private
schools to arrange meal for
government school students
n Students to share experience,

n Programme to help in

recognising gaps in system
and efforts will be made to
bridge them
n Quiz competitions to be
organised during the
exchange programme
n Students to participate in
folk culture-based games
n Will help students build
confidence and acquire
new skills

ing a sense of inter dependence
and understanding towards
a
each other. Importantly, it will
e
help in recognising gap and
h
making effort to bridge them,”
m
tthe DGSE said.
The students can also share
ttheir reading and writing skills
with each other. The district
w
education departments across
e
tthe state have also been directed
tto hold quiz competition on various social and environment
o
iissues, besides holding special
ssession of folk games in the lattter half of the day.
Manjit Kaur, a primary
tteacher, said that the exchange
programme will prove to be
p
really beneficial for the students, especially at government
schools, as it will add to their
experience and help them in
building confidence to acquire
new skills and knowledge.
“Moreover, the academics
and facilities have improved
manifolds in government
schools. Not only students,
the teachers can have insights
about students interests
and about their practices,”
she added.

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD) leaders has
approached the district election
office and complained about
new bicycles that have
been parked on premises of government schools for the
purpose of distribution among
female students under the Mai
Bhago scheme after elections.
SAD candidate from Patiala,
Surjit Singh Rakhra, had
filed an online complaint with
district election officercum- deputy commissioner
Kumar Amit.
In his complaint, Rakhra had
alleged that the bicycles are
being assembled and parked at
Government Multi-purpose
Senior Secondary School at
Sauja and Kalya villages in
Patiala district.
“The bicycles are demonstrated with an aim to woo voters with the same. These bicycles are supposed to be distributed among government school
students post elections,”
Rakhra alleged.
He added that the SAD leaders have requested the district
election officer to take immediate action to stop this modus
operandi to lure voters.

n

Bicycles, meant for distribution among girl students, lying at a
government school at Kalyan village in Patiala on Thursday. HT PHOTO

exchange
e
c ange programme
programme.
The DGSE has instructed officials to include all private
schools affiliated with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), Indian Certificate
of Secondary Education (ICSE)
and Punjab School Education
Board (PSEB) under these
‘twining of schools’ programme.
“Students of government and
private schools will visit each
other’s school on alternate days.

The
e sc
schools
oo s have
ave been
een directed
recte
to make arrangements for midday meal for the visitors and
provide other required facilities,” the DGSE said.
He added that the programme
will help students of both the
entities share experience and
learn from each other, besides
having discussions on their area
of interest, local craft, art and
music and festivals.
“It will also help in develop-

Man gets 10-year
jail for raping
minor in Sangrur

UNACCOUNTED
CASH CASE : BUS
DRIVER SENT TO
POLICE REMAND

Punjabi adaptation of King Oedipus Rex staged

HT Correspondent

counted cash amounting to ₹54
lakh, private bus driver, Swaran
Singh, 46, was sent to one-day
police remand, here on Thursday. Accused told police that the
money was to be collected by one
Naresh in Hoshiarpur. The cash
was recovered during a checking
being carried out to prevent
movement of cash, liquor and
drugs ahead of the LS elections.
As per the ECI’s orders, people
carrying cash and valuables
with worth above ₹50,000 have to
explain the source. A case under
Sections 420 (cheating) and 511
(attempting to commit offences)
of Indian Penal Code (IPC) was
registered.
HTC

On bite-size insurance
Buying products in small affordable sizes is not a new concept. For
instance, shampoos were successfully sold, especially in rural India,
in sachets through which the
shampoo industry tapped into
the lower-end market, which
could buy it at a low cost for
one-time use.
››P2

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: A local court awarded
10-year imprisonment to a
man for raping a minor girl,
here on Thursday.
The court of additional sessions judge JS Bhinder has also
slapped a fine of ₹1.10 lakh on
the convict. As per the first
information report (FIR), the
accused, Harpreet Singh Laddi,
had eloped with the 16 year-old
victim on June 12, 2018 on pretext of marriage.
He was arrested on July 12
and the police rescued the victim, who alleged that she was

raped by Laddi.
The victim’s statement was
recorded as per Section 164
(judicial magistrate or
metropolitan
magistrate,
whether or not having jurisdiction in the case, can record
any statement or confession
made to him in the course of an
investigation) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
before a local court.
A case was registered under
Section 376 (punishment for
rape) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act at the Cheema
police station.

MOHALI: Arrested with unac-

‘Kavi darbar’ organised
at Govt Medical College
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: An adaptation of the play

‘King Oedipus Rex’, written by
Greek tragedian Sophocles in
429 BC, was staged during the
ongoing Natya Mahotsav at Kalidas Auditorium in Virsa Vihar
Kendra here on Thursday.
Arshdeep Kaur had adapted
and translated the drama inPunjabi. It was directed by Dr Jiwan
Bala and Amarjit Walia, under
Sangam Kala Kendra.
‘King Oedipus Rex’ is believed
to be the first ever known script
of any drama on earth. The play
is about ‘the pitiable condition of
women in the world of men’.
The play’s cast included Ramneek Kaur as Oedipus, Dipali as
Jocasta, Meet Kamal Singh Dhillon as Komin, Tejinder Singh as
Paya Mabar, Veenu as the maid,
Rohit and Saniman Rajput as the
soldiers, Harnoor as Antigon,
Bhavya Vyas Gautam as the
prince, Gurnoor Kaur as prince
2, and Rubina and Sandeep Kaur
as the female characters.
Vikram Sidhu produced the
music, Harsh Sethi gave lighting
effects, Navjot Dhillon and
ChandPrakash designedthe sets
and Neha was the makeup artist.

n

Artistes enacting the play ' King Oedipus Rex', directed by Dr Jiwan Bala and Amarjit Walia, at Kalidas Auditorium in Virsa Vihar Kendra in
Patiala on Thursday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

Pending sugarcane dues row:
Thapar University
students hold protest ADC, SDM inspect Dhuri mill

PATIALA: The Government Medi-

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The students of Thapar

n

Punjabi poet Surjit Patar inaugurating the ‘Kavi darbar’ at
Government Medical College in Patiala on Thursday.

dents to remain attached to
their cultural roots and avoid
listening to violent songs.
“Students should focus on
and help in promoting the message of peace and love in the
society,” he said.
Principal Dr KK Aggarwal,

HT PHOTO

and other college officials Dr
Sudhir Verma, Dr Kaushal, Dr
BS Sidhu (ex principal), Dr
Ramesh Kundal (chairman of
culture committee), Dr Harminderpal Singh, Dr Vishal
Chopra and Dr Pandav were
also present on the occasion.

University, Patiala, staged a
protest against fee hike here on
Thursday. The students
came out of their hostels and
gathered in front of the main
gate of the university.
The students even blocked
the main road leading towards
the deputy commissioner’s
office, thus disrupting the traffic flow in the locality.
The students claimed that the
university authorities have
hiked their tuition fee and hostel fee by around ₹3,000-4,000
each, per semester.
“Not only this, the university

management has even asked us
to deposit the increased fee
by April 18 for the next semester, which is going to start
from August onwards,” the students alleged.
They said that they had
received notices related to fee
hike on Monday and were asked
to deposit the fee at the earliest.
“The university increases the
fee every semester. Though it is
a private university, but
increasing fee every semester is
completely unjustified,” the students alleged.
The protest was still on till
the filing of this report . Meanwhile, the university officials
could not be contacted, despite
repeated attempts.

NDPS case convict flees from court
CHANDIGARH:A man convicted in
an NDPS case by the court of
additional district and sessions
judge fled from the courtroom,
here on Thursday.
Arrest warrants have been
issued and Sector 30 police station officials have been directed
to nab him.
The matter will come up for
hearing on April 5. Accused Baldev, a resident of Sector 41-D,
was held guilty of carrying
banned injections —15 injec-

look into the matter and
submit a detailed report related
to it by Friday.
“Prima facie, it has come to
fore that the bicycles were
only assembled on the school
premises and they are being
transported to warehouses.
These cycles will be distributed
among students only after
the election process is over,”
Amit said.

FEE HIKE

patiala@hindustantimes.com

cal College organised a ‘kavi
darbar’ here on Thursday.
Padma Shri awardee Punjabi
poet and Punjab Arts Council
chairman Surjit Patar was the
chief guest at the event.
The function commenced
with lighting of the ceremonial
lamp by Patar.
The final year students of
MBBS (Bachelor of Medicine,
Bachelor of Surgery) made a
special presentation based on
Patar’s poems.
The event was organised
with an objective to promote
Punjabi culture, art and literature in the region.
Dr Raheem Mohi, a faculty
member of the college, captivated the audience with his
musical performance. Prairna,
a final year student, enthralled
the attendees by performing
‘Bulleh Shah’s kalam’.
Meanwhile, Patar recited his
poems and motivated the stu-

“We demand the election
officer to immediately remove
or confiscate these bicycles
from the school premises,”
he said.
“The Congress should resist
from such cheap tactics to woo
voters,” Rakhra said.
District election officer-cumdeputy commissioner Kumar
Amit said that they have asked
the district education officer to

tions of Buprenorphine and 15 of
Pheniramine.
The matter dates back to February 2018 when police were
patrolling in Sector 41, Chandigarh and found the accused’s
movement suspicious.
On checking, the cops found
the injections, for which he
was unable to produce any permit or licence.
MAN HELD WITH DRUGS
A 28-year-old man was arrested

after the police recovered three
kilogram of ganja from his possession on Thursday.
A team from Sector 7 police
post arrested Sanju, a
resident of Rajeev Colony, Sector 17, near Kharak Mangoli village, following a tip-off .
Police said that they have registered a case against the
accused under the Narcotic
Drug and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act at Sector 5
police station.
HTC

n

Students protesting against fee hike at Thapar University in Patiala
HT PHOTO
on Thursday.

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Dhuri additional dep-

uty commissioner (ADC, development) Subhash Chander and
sub-divisional
magistrate
(SDM) Satwant Singh inspected
the Bhagwanpura sugar mill
here on Thursday.
The inspection was conducted following the directions
of Sangrur deputy commissioner (DC) Ghanshyam Thori
after the sugarcane growers met
Thori on Wednesday and
demanded inspection of stock at
the mill.
Besides, the farmers have
also complained that the mill
owners had not released payment of ₹12.6 crore.
Thori, in a press statement,
said that the officers checked
the stock at the mill and the
owners have been asked to
release pending dues within the
next 10 days.
“The officials concerned
will be inspecting stock of the
mill on daily basis. We have
issued a notice to the mill owners to deposit ₹12.6 crore
dues within the next 10 days. If
the payment is not released on
time, legal action will be taken
against the sugar mill owners,”
said Thori.
The sugarcane growers had
held protests for the release of
₹80 crore pending dues against
the mill for 20 days.

n

Officials conducting inspection at the Bhagwanpura sugar mill in
HT PHOTO
Dhuri on Thursday.

THE INSPECTION WAS
CONDUCTED FOLLOWING
THE DIRECTIONS OF
SANGRUR DEPUTY
COMMISSIONER
GHANSHYAM THORI
Last week, they had even
locked up sub-divisional magistrate Satwant Singh and other
staff at the teshil complex in
Dhuri for over 30 hours
while protesting for clearance of
pending dues.
“As per promise, ₹35 lakh

payment is being released daily,
but ₹12.60 crore have not been
released so far. We have doubt
that mill owners may misguide
district administration too. So,
we have demanded inspection of
the stock,” said Avtar Singh, a
sugarcane grower.
The farmers said that around
₹65 crore dues are still pending
against the mill.
“We were assured that ₹25
crore will be deposited till
April 15, but the delay in release
of ₹12.60 crore pending dues
shows that the mill owners are
not serious about the matter,”
he added.
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PERSONAL FINANCE

ELSS: Get more out of it
BEYOND TAX BENEFITS If you are young and have more
years of service ahead, you can put a major portion of your taxsaving investment in equity linked savings scheme (ELSS)
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Thebeginningofafinancialyear

is a good time to plan your investment. It
is also a good time to put your money in
investment basket and get tax benefit as
well. One such product is equity linked
savings scheme (ELSS). ELSS is mutual
fundinvestment,whichalsogivesyoutax
benefit.Hereishowyoucanuseittowork
for you in terms of investment and taxation.

WHAT IS IT?
AnELSSschemeinvestsinequitymutual
fund. “At least 65% of the corpus is
investedinequities.Itcannotbelessthan
that,”saidSKrishnaKumar,chiefinvestment officer-equity, Sundaram Mutual
Fund. “These funds are meant for longterm wealth creation by participating in
equities and should be able to deliver
alpha (active returns) over the benchmark,” said Ajit Menon, chief executive
officerofDHFLPramericaMutualFund.
According to Value Research, currentlyaround37assetmanagementcompanies provide open-ended ELSS
schemesandsixassetmanagementcompanies provide close-ended ELSS
schemes.Thetotalnumberofopen-ended
schemes in the market is 42 whereas the
number of close-ended ELSSschemes in
the market is 28. “There are no sub-categories or types within ELSS schemes as
such but the customer has the liberty to
chooseamongELSSschemesthatinvest
insmall-,mid-andlarge-capstocks,”said
Kumar.
As an investor, you can choose either

the growth or the dividend options in
ELSS schemes. “In growth schemes you
willgetalumpsumonredemption.Individend option, you will get regular dividends from the profit generated by the
scheme,” said Krishna Kumar. Accordingtofinancialplanners,agrowth-based
ELSSschemegenerallyfaresbetterthan
dividend-based ELSS schemes. “When
you are paid a dividend out of your ELSS
scheme, the net asset value (NAV) takes
ahit.Ifyouneedmoneyafteryourlock-in
you can alwaysredeem it withoutaffecting theNAV ofthe scheme at all.Hencea
growth scheme is better,” said Suresh
Sadagopan,founderofLadder7Financial
Advisories. If you have a salary income
and are not looking for regular income
from your investment, then you should
opt for growth option. “Also you cannot
becertainthatyourschemewillgenerate
returns and the fund manager will
declare a dividend. For example, in the
year gone-by, the returns were hardly
2-3%,” said Sadagopan. If you invest in
ELSS, you can claim tax benefit under
section80CoftheincometaxActforupto
₹1.5 lakh.

CONSIDERING ELSS IN YOUR
PORTFOLIO
Thereareacoupleofparametersthatyou
cankeepinmindbeforezeroingdownon
aparticularELSSscheme.“Consistence
in beating the benchmark, historical
returns, the kind of underlying assets
they invest in, fund manager’s performance and expense ratio are some of the
parametersyoushouldlookat,”saidVishal Dhawan, founder of Plan Ahead
WealthAdvisors.Accordingto financial

The past performance is not an indicator of future returns.
Hence, look at other parameters before investing

5-YEAR RETURN (%)

19.92

Quant Tax Plan
Aditya Birla Sun Life
Tax Relief 96
Tata India Tax
Savings Fund
Axis Long-Term
Equity Fund

17.66

DSP Tax
Saver Fund

17.54

18.17

1

Process and premium: You need to
complete your basic know-yourcustomer (KYC) norms on the
Mobikwik app to use the cyber
insurance cover. The plan is
available at ~99 per month for a
~50,000 cover.

17.93

2

10-YEAR RETURN (%)
ICICI Prudential
Long-Term Equity
Fund (Tax Saving)
Invesco India Tax Plan

Mode of purchase: The product is
an app-only feature and can be
found under the insurance tab on
the Mobikwik app. You can also see
the insurance policy as an add-on
option in the wallet section. You can
pay from the Mobikwik wallet as
well as use other payment options

21.21
20.48

DSP Tax Saver Fund

19.90

HDFC Long -Term
Advantage Fund

19.89

Aditya Birla Sun Life
Tax Relief 96

19.70
SOURCE: Valueresearchonline.com

planners,youshouldnothavemorethan
two ELSS scheme in your portfolio.
“Depending on your age and risk profile
you can decide which kind of ELSS
scheme suits you but multiple schemes
are not required,” said Melvin Joseph,
founder of Navi-Mumbai based Finvin
Financial Planners.
RememberthatELSShasathree-year
lock-in, hence, you can withdraw only
afterthreeyears.“Iftheschemecontinuously underperforms after the lock-in

Return
as on March
25, 2019

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

period, you can pull out from the ELSS
scheme. If you want to invest gain after
pullingoutfortax-savingpurposes,then
you can look at a different ELSSscheme.
Forthesamereason,whenyouarestudying your scheme’s performance and
returns, it is essential to compare it with
theperformanceofthepeerschemesand
then analyse if it is underperforming or
not,” said Dhawan.
Now are you wondering of all the 80C
options,wheredoesELSSstand?“Itisdif-

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Buying products in small

affordable sizes is not a new concept.
For instance, shampoos were successfully sold, especially in rural India, in
sachets through which the shampoo
industrytappedintothelower-endmarket, which could buy it at a low cost for
one-time use. Taking this concept
ahead, the insurance industry has
introduced sachet or bite-sized insurance products in the market. Still at a
nascent stage, sachet insurance productsaregaininginterestfrominvestors
andconsumers.HTMoneylooksatbitesize insurance products and tells you
whether you should buy it.

LOW PREMIUM, LOW COVER
Small-ticket insurance cover, also
knownassachetorbite-sizeinsurance,
is a non-comprehensive plan,focusing
onaspecificneedandcomeswith alow
premiumandlowercover.Itisdifferent
from micro insurance, which has been
around for a while and typically caters
to the bottom of the pyramid.
An example of bite-size insurance is
the insurance you get with your train
ticket on IRCTC website, which is supportedbyapublicinsurancecompany.
Insurancecompaniesandonlineinsurance technology companies are buildingsachetinsuranceforbothlifeinsuranceandgeneralinsurance. However,
currently it focuses on general insurance categories such as health, travel,
home appliances and lifestyle needs.
Companies such as Toffee Insurance,
DigitInsuranceandMobikwikprovide
bite-size insurance online. Insurance
companiessuchasICICILombardalso
offerbite-sizeinsurance,whichyouwill
notice when you book airline tickets
online. “The sum insured gets defined
by the premium. A premium of up to
₹1,000 per year can be called as sachet
insurance and the sum insured will
depend on the category where it can go
up to ₹4-5 lakh,” said Rohan Kumar,
chief executive officer, Toffee Insurance. For instance, Digit Insurance

offers a holiday home cover for ₹200
excluding tax for ₹2 lakh cover. These
insurance products require less documentationforunderwritingunlikeconventional policies.

SHOULD YOU OPT FOR IT?
Targeted towards millennials who
don’t have insurance or are first-time
buyers, these policies can be a starting
point. “There is a large segment that
doesn’t have any insurance and may
perceive threat to certain risks as
opposedtocompletecoverage.Bite-size
covers can help individuals get introducedtoaproductandtakecertainbenefits before she decides to opt for a fullfledged cover,” says Rahul Aggarwal,
chief executive officer, Optima InsuranceBroker.Butthelowcovermaynot
be adequate. Let’s consider a fitness
insurance plan at ₹430, which offers an
accidentaldeathanddisablementlump
sumupto₹1lakh.Althoughtargetedfor
a section that does not have insurance,
it does not really benefit the family in
case of death because the accidental
death coverage of ₹1 lakh is extremely
low.“They aredefinitelynot for everyone as consumers with pre-existing
conditions andhigher risks will have a
different requirement,” said Kumar.
Another problem is the insufficient
data to establish the claim settlement
ratio considering most products have
been introduced only recently. And
bite-sizeinsurancethathaveexistedfor
awhilehavelowclaimsettlementratio.
“Forinstance,indomestictravelinsurance, the claims ratio is 8% of the premiumandforoverseastravelinsurance
it is 25-30%. The incurred claim ratio
shouldexceed50%foranyproduct.Itis
lowbecausepeopleeitherdon’tclaimor
most claims are not properly paid
because of specific conditions that are
difficulttointerpret,”saysKapilMehta,
co-founder, Securenow.com. Accordingtofinancialplanners,itisadvisable
to havea term plan ifyou have dependents and a basic health plan in place. If
you intend to buy bite-size covers then
understand the inclusions and exclusions to avoid last-minute surprises.

THE COST OF SACHET INSURANCE
If you are new to insurance
and want to try out
bite-size insurance,
understand the
exclusions first

682
Disease-specific

1 lakh

489
Home

1 lakh

Premium
Types of insurance
Sum assured

Tenure

430
Accident

400
Travel

35 lakh

1 lakh
up to
180 days

1 year
1 year
1 year

Source: HT Research

REGULATORY SANDBOX
Recently, RBI governor Shaktikanta
Dassaidthecentral
bank will set up a
regulatory sandbox, for which
guidelines will be
issued in two
months. The aim is to have appropriate
regulatoryandsupervisoryframeworks
to ensure an orderly development of fintech, to streamline their influence into
thefinancialsystem,toprotectcustomers
and safeguard the interest of all stakeholders. RBI’s working group on fintech
and digital banking suggested the introductionofa‘regulatorysandboxorinnovation hub’ within a well-defined space
and duration to experiment with fintech
solutions.

THE PROCESS

Thereareanumber
of sandbox models
globally. “London
and Singapore
comestobetheclosest.AsforIndia,the
sandbox model is
for the regulator,”
said Vivek Belgavi, partner and leader,
fintech at PwC India. “It means if I am a
financialservicescompanysuchasafintech or a bank and I want to test out a
product or process I can do it through
this. Say I want to do digital onboarding
and use video and other options to check
the authentic insteadof in-person verification.AndIwanttocheckwiththeregulatorifthismodelwillbeacceptablethen
sandbox is the place where I will show
this method,” he said.

3
4

Coverage: The product covers only
unauthorised financial transactions
in bank account, credit cards, debit
cards and payment wallets. Phishing
or any other cybercrimes are not
covered

ficult to compare ELSS with other taxsaving options because of the difference
in the nature of products. Let’s take the
exampleofPPF.ELSSandPPFareinherently different products so who should
invest in which product is completely
contextualanddependsonyourriskprofile,” said Sadagopan. If you are young
and have more years of service ahead,
you can put a major portion of your taxsaving investment in ELSS as equity
investment can help in growth.

moneybasics

n

Here is what you should know about
the new cyber insurance cover:

PERFORMANCE OF ELSS SCHEMES

Bite-size insurance:
Is it really worth it? RBI to set up regulatory sandbox
Sonali Chowdhury

quickguide
ICICI LOMBARDMOBIKWIK CYBER
INSURANCE COVER

Should you opt for it: “It is a
narrow product because it provides
you a cover of only ~50,000. There
are other covers in the market which
are far more comprehensive and
cover other risks too, such as
malware. So if you are looking to get
covered fully, then you should go for
a comprehensive product. If you are
looking for a single-item solution
then this product might suit you,”
said Vishal Dhawan, a Mumbaibased financial planner.

TERM OF THE DAY
REGTECH AND
SUPTECH
WHAT IS REGTECH?

IMPACT ON YOU

RegTech is an application or platform which
Sandbox is an
makes regulatory compliance more efficient
through automated processes and lowers the costs
experiment
of compliance, according to the Reserve Bank of India.
space. It does
RegTech focuses on technologies that facilitate the
two things—
delivery of regulatory requirements more efficiently and
gives a sense to
effectively.
the regulator
on
where
WHAT IS SUPTECH?
changes are
According to the central bank, SupTech is technology to
required and wherever required, it
be used by the regulators and supervisors to support
canbeimplemented.“Itisaplacewhere
an experiment can be done. The RBI’s supervision. The objectives of SupTech are seamless
and straight-through data collection or
purposeisregulationandsandboxcanbe
reporting, data analysis and decision
expected to be used for it,” said Belgavi.
making, streamlined licencing, market
RBIisnotthefirsttoconsiderregulatory
monitoring and surveillance.
sandbox.TheInsuranceRegulatory and
DevelopmentAuthorityofIndia(IRDAI)
hasalsomulledlettingfirmstestproducts
aspartofitssandboxapproachtotestdigital and tech-based innovations before
launching them in the market.

WANT TO BUILD AN
~1 CRORE KITTY?

W O R L D A U T I S M D AY

For autism treatment, insurance an issue

If you start investing early,
you will have to invest smaller
amount

Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Signs of Autism Spectrum

Disorder (ASD), a developmental
condition that affects a person’s
social communication and play
skills, can be seen in children as
young as 8-12 years of age. According
to research by Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in the US, 1
in 59 children have autism in their
country. “In the absence of good
research studies and official numbers, we generally look at the US
numbers because it is fairly global,”
said Dr Koyeli Sengupta, director of
Autism Intervention Services at
Mumbai-based Ummeed Child
Development Center. According to
INCLEN Trust International, 475 of
3,964 children (between 2 and 9 years)
had at least one Neurodevelopmental
Disorder (NDD). Among children
with NDDs, 21.7% had two or more
NDDs and 79.6% children with ASD.
ASD can have serious emotional and
financial impact on the affected person’s families. On World Autism
Day, we look at the insurance covers
available and why it is not enough.

NOT ENOUGH COVER
Under the National Trust Act 1999,
the government offers Niramaya
Health Insurance scheme for autistic
patients. “When it comes to autism,
the insurance policy provides coverage for ₹1 lakh a year for ₹250,” said
Aditi Jha, case-cordinator at
Ummeed Child Development Center.
“The treatments are capped under
this plan. For example, ₹10,000 annually is capped for therapy sessions.”
When it comes to private insurance
companies, there is not enough
cover. “Private insurance scenario is
not good as they do not provide cover
to autistic patients or have a waiting
period,” said Kapil Mehta, founder of
SecureNow.in. Currently, Star
Health Insurance Co. Ltd. is the only
private insurer in the market with an
insurance plan specifically for

58,517

To get
~1 cr at 60,
you will
have to
invest

(figures in
/month)

32,295
19,876
6,850

10,570

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

autism. “The premium for a 20-year
old is ₹6,284 annually and sum
insured is fixed at ₹3 lakh, it is also
the maximum a company offers,”
said Amit Chhabra, business head of
health insurance, Policybazaar.com.
In fact, “all insurers have to cover
autism by law because mental health
issues cannot be excluded and
autism falls very broadly in that category,” added Mehta. For example,
Religare Health Insurance Company
Ltd’s Care Freedom plan, covers
autism along with other illnesses as
well. “The plan is available for a sum
insured of ₹3-10 lakh. Premium for a
20 year-old male is ₹5,383 for ₹3 lakh
sum insured and ₹6,236 for ₹5 lakh.”

LIMITATIONS , EXCLUSIONS
Star Health’s plan has some limits on
specific treatments. For example,
hospitalisation for treatment of seizures is capped at ₹25,000 and hospitalisation for treatment of fractures
requiring surgery is capped at 20% of
the sum insured. “Because of the limits, the plan may not work for some
patients but it is important to note
that Star Health’s plan can be bought
only in the child’s name. Plans like

Religare’s need to be family floater
plans where in the child’s protection
is a +1 along with the parent’s,” said
Chabbra. “As every health insurance
plan has its own limits, parents can
review their affordability and
requirement and check which plan
works for them,” said Chitra Iyer,
CEO of Mumbai-based My Financial
Advisor, trustee of Forum for
Autism. Chitra said it is better that
parents go for a term cover because it
is cheaper and will provide sufficiently for a child after the parent’s
demise. “Parents can claim tax
deduction on the medical expenses
spent on their dependent children
while autistic individuals themselves can claim a tax deduction
under section 80 (U) for themselves,”
said Chitra, founder of Forum for
Autism in India. “Monthly expenditure ranges between ₹10,000 and
₹20,000 for a child with any special
need. For autism, it can range
between ₹6,000 to ₹25,000,” she said.
Hence, parents should start investing very early in life because not only
are they planning for themselves and
their retirement but also for their
child’s adult life and retirement.

30yrs 35yrs 40yrs 45yrs 50yrs

Interest rate on investment at
12% per annum
Source: Arthayantra.com

INVEST IN PPF AT THE
START OF THE YEAR
If you invest in the beginning
of the year, your money will
grow more
Amount
you invest
in PPF for
15 years:

~12,500
per month
per year

~1.5 lakh
per
annum

Date of
investments

Every
month on
or before
5th

On or
before
5th of
April

Total
amount
you get
after 15
years

42,49,306 43,98,642

Interest
earned

19,99,306 21,48,642

Note: Returns at 8% per annum
Source: Right Horizons
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‘I DIDN’T GO
ANYWHERE,
JUST GAVE
BIRTH TO
A CHILD’
Kareena Kapoor Khan feels the
term ‘comeback’ is derogatory,
when referring to an actor who
resumes work after giving birth
Monika Rawal Kukreja
ver since she made her
Bollywood debut with
Refugee (2000), to today,
when she has over 50
films to her credit, Kareena
Kapoor Khan has been at the
top of her game. Having

E

proved her acting prowess
and a brand value that stood
intact, many feel nothing
much has changed for
Kareena in terms of films she
chooses and brands she gets
associated with. Neither when
she got
married to actor Saif Ali Khan

(in 2012) nor when she became
a mother to a boy, Taimur (in
2016). However, the actor
likes to believe that she
has “hopefully evolved as an
artist” in these 19 years that
she has spent in the film
industry.
“All this is so exciting
because last year, and after
Taimur’s birth, I did a
different kind of film,
which was Veere Di Wedding
(VDW); I dabbled with radio,

Kareena
Kapoor Khan
PHOTO: PTI

and I’m open to any
kind of platform that is
creative,” says Kareena,
asserting that “trying out
different
avenues” is important.
“In a two-decade long
career, one has to keep
exploring and not just get
stuck in a zone doing the
commercial kind of films
because cinema has also
moved ahead. Both Saif
and I have tried different

www.hindustantimes.com

www.facebook.com/HTcity

avenues. He did Sacred
Games [on an OTT platform]
and I did radio, so I think,
hopefully, as a couple, the
idea is also to keep evolving,”
adds Kareena, who would be
seen in Good News alongside
Akshay Kumar and the Karan
Johar directorial, Takht.
Unlike a lot of female
actors who rue that the
nature of films and roles
offered to them suddenly
changes after marriage and
motherhood, Kareena has
defied all norms. “When VDW
was releasing, everyone
tagged it as a comeback [for
me] but I don’t think I really
went anywhere; I just gave
birth. And this idea of saying
that an actress has made a
comeback is quite derogatory
to women because giving
birth doesn’t mean that one
has to take a sabbatical. It’s
the most
natural and beautiful thing to
happen,” opines Kareena,
adding that it was “obvious”
that she would continue to do
films.
But is it true that female
actors are often put in a
box post marriage or
motherhood? “I don’t
think so,” Kareena takes a
pause, before continuing,
“It’s very sad if people still
think that way,
but films like VDW, and
actresses doing different
parts like how Deepika
[Padukone] is right now — it’s
about taking up brave roles
and having the courage to do
it. And I think I’m probably
the only actress to be lucky to
have struck a balance as I am
working with Akshay now
and teaming up with Karan
again.”
Besides films, asked if
motherhood has changed
her idea of how she chooses
the brands she endorses,
Kareena is quick to respond:
“I’ve never endorsed an
alcohol brand, cigarette
smoking or nonvegetarianism. These are
three basic rules I’ve always
had even before I was a
mother. So, I don’t see any
reason as to why it would
change now.”
n

monika.rawal@htlive.com
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readers.

twitter.com/htshowbiz

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Idon’twanttotalkabout
Alia’spersonallife:Soni
Sneha Mahadevan
n 2018, Soni Razdan had two
releases, Raazi and Yours
Truly. And now, with her
next film, No Fathers In
Kashmir, which releases after
eight months, Soni feels like
she has “already won an
award.” But ask her if she
ever lost hope of the film
seeing the light of the day, and
she replies in the negative.
“One doesn’t think about very
undesirable thoughts. We just
had to have faith in the film.
Whoever I spoke to, for
example my husband,
Mahesh (Bhatt), said that ‘ho
jayega, it will just take time,
so don’t worry’. But we had to
go through a long process,”
she says.
Soni also feels it was
bizarre that the film was
given an A rating, something
that the producers had to fight
against. “When one reads the
reviews, there is nothing
really in the film that was so
objectionable. I think when it
comes to Kashmir, they’re
(CBFC officials) just worried
about unnecessary
controversies. There are
certain things that people
don’t want everyone to talk
about or know, which I think
is quite wrong. The film didn’t
have to take so long to release.
It’s a young teenage love
story, so it possibly couldn’t
have got an A certificate. It’s
so innocent and pure,” she
argues.
While she is open to
discussing movies, it’s hard
for Soni to answer queries
about daughter, Alia Bhatt’s
personal life. Alia is in a
relationship with actor
Ranbir Kapoor but Soni says
it’s not right for her to talk
about that aspect of her
daughter’s life. “Alia and I
hardly get time to talk about
the things we really need to
talk about. Of course, we have
the typical mother and
daughter conversations and
we are both actors, so that’s
also fun. But when it comes to
her personal life, I am like, ‘I
am her mom, why are you

Soni Razdan and
(below) Alia Bhatt

I

PHOTO: VIRAL BHAYANI

No Fathers In Kashmir
is a young teenage
love story, so it
possibly couldn’t have
got an A certificate.
SONI RAZDAN, ACTOR
asking me?’ Will I talk about
it? No. If I say I can’t talk
about it, people think I am
rude. But I just want to say
that I am her mother, so I
don’t want to talk about my
daughter’s personal life. It’s
not right. I don’t feel correct
doing that. It’s not something
any mother would like to talk
about,” she says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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FRIDAY,
APRIL 05,
2019

You will start your day on a hearty and healthy
note as health will keep you at peace. You
need to put in some efforts to strengthen
your position at work today. Doing
window shopping and eating from
roadside eateries with lover will be
enjoyable. An exciting outing with family
ARIES
is
foreseen and will help in de-stressing.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Pink
Taking no note of minor health issues might let
you suffer in the long run. An excellent break
can be expected on the business front.
Your busy work schedule will keep you
away from romance for a while. A
sudden outing will prove a great stress
breaker for you. A long property dispute
might make you stress out today.

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Pharrell Williams: The Grammy-winning and
Oscar-nominated singer of songs such as Happy,
Blurred Lines, Get Lucky and She Wants to Move,
turns 46 today.

It’s not the time to think of lost opportunities
for making money but to do something
about it now. Subordinates at work idolise
you for your professionalism. Your sharp
wit and sense of humour is likely to
attract someone from the opposite
gender. You might get trapped in a
traffic jam while on the road today.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Coffee

Financially, things will soon start looking
brighter. Health needs some attention. You
may be called upon to conduct someone
important around your department
today. You are likely to do every chore at
home satisfactorily, but get dead tired.
Travel plans are better shelved so that
CAPRICORN
you don’t get into any trouble.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 2 Colour: Baby Pink

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Maintaining focus on the professional front will
be bit difficult. Your patience and sensitivity
to the moods of lover is likely to win the
day for you. Taking some time off for the
family will be welcomed by all. This is
the best time to plan an outstation trip
with
family. Spending money judiciously
CANCER
in a property gets you much gain.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 1 Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Orange

Getting capital for a venture might become
too daunting. Nothing can go wrong in a
task or an event entrusted to you in the
professional front. Your companion or
lover is likely to keep you happy today.
Driving can make you frustrated today.
Those contemplating buying property
should reschedule the plan.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Red

Changed strategy at work requires someone’s
help to thwart competition. Sweet nothings
of the one attracted to you may make you
sit on cloud nine. On the family front,
your decision to take on too much may
seem daunting, but you will manage to
make everyone happy. A property deal
may soon be signed.
Lucky Number: 11 Colour: Lavender

A home remedy may prove effective for your
health. You stand to gain as someone opts
out of an important project at work today.
You may disappoint somebody in the
family who is eagerly waiting to spend
time with you if you don’t reach home
on time. Property matters take time; so
TAURUS
don’t
make any hasty decisions.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo
There is a chance of someone coming to your
rescue financially today. Doubts, suspicions
and uncertainty about some issue at work
will keep you agitated. Have patience
with lover to keep the situation under
control. Peace is assured in the company
of family members. It is likely to be a
good day for people in property business.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

(NoV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR I DAY, A P R I L 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)

Better diet and an active life may be adopted by
some for improving health and fitness. You
can suffer ignominy on the professional
front for something that you had failed
to achieve. Strengthening your loving
bonds with the one you love is likely.
Travelling to another city can mean
SCORPIO
stress and discomfort.
(oCT 24 - NoV 22)
Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Light Green

Inculcating healthy habits is certain to benefit
in the long run. In the professional front you
may be eager to mend fences with
someone you have offended. A family
member will prove most encouraging
and help you out at every step. Those on
vacation may enjoy a few extra days in
the salubrious environment.

Health wise, you’ll be in a happy state of mind
today. Some of you may need to tighten
your belt a bit on the financial front. Some
appeasing may be required to make the
romantic relationship strong. Family’s
support is you in whatever you do. An
exciting time is foreseen for those
PISCES
setting out on an overseas trip.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Magenta

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Marilyn Monroe TV
drama series in works
drama series on the final
months of Hollywood
legend Marilyn Monroe’s
life is in development.
Tentatively titled, The Last
Days of Marilyn Monroe, the
show will explore the actor’s
relationship with Hollywood
studios and with public
figures such as former US
President John F Kennedy
and Robert F Kennedy.
The show will be based on
parts of Keith Badman’s book
The Final Years of Marilyn
Monroe: The Shocking True
Story, the studio said in a
statement.
Monroe, who died in 1962 at
the age of 36 of a suspected
suicide, starred in hits such as
The Seven Year Itch (1955)
and Some Like It Hot (1959).
The producers said the
series would cover a period in
which her behaviour became
increasingly erratic as her
dependence on alcohol and
medication caused her
glittering film career to
plunge. The show will also
explore the delays in
reporting her overdose on the
night of her death.
Dan Sefton, who is set to
write the series, said,
“Marilyn’s desire to be taken
seriously as an actor and her
battle with the powerful men
who control the studio system
is sadly as relevant today as it

A
MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Filmmaker Rakesh ROshan planned tO
cast Shah Rukh Khan in KahO Naa..
Pyaar Hai (2000), but eventually went
ahead with his sOn, Hrithik.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3046
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

A N N IO
GILNT
ABELRG
S ERVE D
____ is a civic sacrament.
- TheOdOre Hesburgh (6)
SOLUTION SUDOKU
SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Anion, glint, garble, versed
ANSWER: Voting is a civic sacrament. - Theodore Hesburgh

SHINE ON THISSUMMER
Revamp your
beauty regimen
and keep your skin
protected from the
extreme heat

Susan Jose
ummer is right around
the corner, and it’s time
to ready your skin to
put up with the
scorching heat. As the
temperature changes, we
need to change our summer
care routine to make sure that
our skin stays young and
fresh.
“With sun at its peak, the
summer brings with it all
kinds of problems such as
prickly heat, acne, back acne,
oily and sticky skin, uneven
skin tone, sun allergies, body
odour, sunburn, heat boils,
folliculitis, fungal infections,
etc.,” says Dr Rinky Kapoor,
cosmetic dermatologist and
dermato-surgeon, The
Esthetic Clinic.
If we get lazy during
summers and do not follow a
proper skin regimen, the
effects of this season tend to
stay with us for a long time.
“Acne breakouts, if not
treated in time, can
lead to scars on the face
and body,
hyperpigmentation

S

can make the skin appear
dark, and exposure to sun
without protection can cause
skin cancer and permanent
damage to the skin,”
explains Kapoor.
Some basic changes in
daily routine and a diligent
use of the right sunscreen is
all it takes to sail through the
season. Dr Madhulika
Mhatre, dermatologist,
Wockhardt Hospitals,
suggests the skincare regimen
according to skin types:

OILY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use specific

salicylic acid-based oilcontrol cleansers twice on a
daily basis.
n Exfoliate: Use a mild
exfoliating product to scrub
off oil build up and clear
pores.
n Moisturise: It is a common
notion that moisturising
isn’t necessary in summers
as we perspire. It is
extremely important to keep
skin hydrated to prevent
oiliness. So, use an oil-free,
lotion-based moisturiser in
the day, and add it with a
retinol-based moisturiser at
night to keep oily skin
hydrated.
n Sun shield: Use a
sunscreen with a gel or
lotion formulation and

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

repeat it every four hours
spent in the sun.

PHOTO: BARON/ GETTY IMAGES

ever was.”
No broadcaster or platform
is attached to the project as
yet.
Previously, projects such
as My Week with Marilyn
(2011), which featured
Michelle Williams as Monroe,
and 2015’s made-for-TV
drama film The Secret Life of
Marilyn Monroe with Kelli
Garner in the lead, have
explored parts of the
PTI
Hollywood legend’s life.

DIY RECIPES FOR
SUMMER SKIN CARE

DRY SKIN
n Cleanse: Use micellar

n Cooling mist: Cucumber

water or no-foam, no-lather,
soap-free cleansers. Steer
clear of salicylic acid-based
face washes.
n Moisturise: Opt for a
lightweight moisturiser
containing almond or
jojoba oil.
n Sun shield: Use an oilbased sunscreen and repeat
it in every two hours.

juice, rose water and
mint. Spray this every
few hours on the skin to
keep it cool and
hydrated.
n Almond and rose face
mask: Soak a few
almonds overnight and
make a paste out of
them in the morning. Mix
this paste with rose
water and apply on the
skin for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off.
n Papaya face mask:
Mash some ripe papaya
and apply it on the face
for 15 to 20 minutes
before rinsing it off. This
mask helps to keep the
skin hydrated and makes
it smooth and healthy
looking.
n Cucumber and sugar
mask: Mash cucumber
with some sugar and
refrigerate it for a few
minutes before applying
on the skin. Rinse off the
paste after 15 to 20
minutes.
Dr Saurabh Shah,
dermatologist

COMBINATION SKIN
n Cleanse: This skin type

needs a cleanser that will
not only take away the
oiliness but also do so
without drying out the skin
much. Use a gentle face
wash containing glycolic
acid or mandelic acid, and
avoid salicylic acid-based
face washes altogether.
n Exfoliate: To tackle the
oiliness over the T-zone, a
once-in-a-fortnight
exfoliation routine helps.
However, do not do it too
aggressively, for it will dry
out the skin.
n Moisturise: A light
moisturiser, preferably a
gel- or lotion-based one is
preferred for a combination
skin type. Steer clear
of heavy,
occlusive creams

Marilyn Monroe is one of
Hollywood’s biggest icons ever

and ointments.
n Sun shield: Use light and

oil-free formulas and repeat
every three hours spent in
the sun.
Apart from the above, stay
hydrated. If just sipping on
water seems boring, opt for
fruit infused water and the
humble coconut water. “Oral
hydration tablets and
antioxidant supplements also
help to protect the entire
body,” says Dr Monica Jacob,
cosmetologist and
nutritionist, Bodyz Wellness.
n

susan.jose@htlive.com
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