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PMModidefendsgovt
recordonjobs,growth
›
INTERVIEW Says GDP expansion delivered employment; India isolated Pak globally
Our government will
indeed be formed.
It is going to be a full
majority government.
The BJP will get more
numbers than earlier.

Shashi Shekhar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: In his strongest state-

ment of confidence yet, Prime
MinisterNarendraModisaidhis
travelsthroughIndiahavemade
him realise the wave in his and
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
favour is bigger than it has ever
been before — in Gujarat, his
home state, where the party has
been in power since 1998, and in
2014, when the BJP became the
firstpartytowinamajorityonits
own in the Lok Sabha.
One of the government’s biggest achievements has been in
makingdevelopment“apeople’s
movement”,muchlikeMahatma
Gandhi made the freedom struggle“apeople’smovement,”Modi
said in an interview, enumeratingtheNationalDemocraticAlliance’smanywelfareanddevelopmental programmes.
This had been absent before,
the 68-year-old prime minister
added in the interview to Hindustan, a sister publication of Hindustan Times, on Thursday, a
week before general elections
kick off. He defended his government’strackrecord onarangeof

›

There was a time
when only Russia was
with us... After five years,
only China is with Pakistan,
rest of world is with India.
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

issues–fromthestateoftheeconomy to job creation, and from
national security to cracking
down on black money.
TheBJP-ledNDAgovernment
has created jobs across both the
formal and informal sectors,
Modi said, rubbishing questions
on the data. “Just because the
resultsnowarebetter,questions
areaskedabouttheprocessesfollowed and integrity of institu-

tions questioned,” Modi said. “If
youlosean election, EVMs(electronic voting machines) are
blamed; if judgments are not to
your liking impeachment proceedingsareinitiatedagainstthe
ChiefJusticeofIndia;ifthemedia
doesnotreportaccordingtoyour
liking, you call it sold out.”
Modialsostressedhisgovernment’s efforts to fight terror and
said it had managed to convince

India shot no F-16, all of Pak’s
planes intact, says US report
INDIA DISMISSES One jet was downed by our MiG: IAF

the rest of the world that “Pakistan is in the business of exporting terror to India”.
Nationalsecurityhasemerged
asacornerstoneoftheBJP’selection campaign after a terrorist
strike by the Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohhamedkilled40paramilitary troopers in Pulwama,
Kashmir, on February 14.
CONTINUED ON P11
FULL INTERVIEW ››P10

Shiv Sena leader
shot dead in
Gurdaspur
HTC and PTI
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Rahul Singh
n

US officials have
counted the F-16s in the fleet of
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) and
found none missing, contrary to
New Delhi’s claim that an Indian
pilot flying a MiG-21 downed one
of the fighter planes in a February 27 aerial skirmish, a US publication reported on Friday, citing two senior US defence officials with direct knowledge of
the matter.
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
rubbished the report in Foreign
Policy magazine, saying Wing
Commander Abhinandan Varthaman, who was at the controls
of the Indian aircraft, out of
which he ejected in the Pakistani
side of the Line of Control before
the Russian-designed plane
crashed after taking a hit, had
indeed shot down the plane and
electronic signatures indicated
that it was an F-16.
Foreign Policy quoted one of
the senior US defence officials
with direct knowledge of the
count as saying Pakistan invited
the US to physically count its

NEW DELHI:

ELECTION2019
PUNJAB PARTY
PRIMER: AAP
In a sharp contrast to its dream
debut in 2014, the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party is
fighting a survival battle in this
Lok Sabha elections. The party
has hurtled from crisis to crisis,
wracked by ceaseless bickering,
desertions and splits.
››P2

GURDASPUR: A Shiv Sena (Bal

CLAIM, COUNTERCLAIM

rahul.singh@hindustantimes.com

IAF rebutted the report in US media that said
all Pakistan F-16s were accounted for
The party is
INDIAN
AIR“field intel”
n Collecting
FORCE
STAND
from 1.25lakh
poll booths.

FOREIGN POLICY
MAGAZINE REPORT
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found none missing
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n US has the right to
physically count F-16 planes
as part of an end-user
agreement with Pakistan
when the jets were sold.
n Some of Pak F-16s were
acquired from Jordan
through 3rd-party transfer,
but these are also subject
to the pact, experts said

F-16 planes after the incident as
part of an end-user agreement
signed when the foreign military
sale was finalised.
It quoted the official as saying
some of the PAF aircraft were
not immediately available for
inspection because of the conflict

n Radio intercepts revealed

Pak forces discussed one
F-16 did not return. Ground
forces too reported capture
of 2 pilots, IAF officials said

so it took US personnel several
weeks to account for all of the
planes.
Quoting the official, the report
added that the count had been
completed, and all F-16 aircraft
were accounted for.
CONTINUED ON P11

Thackeray)leader was shot dead
in Gurdaspur district on Friday
evening by three youths over a
dispute, police said.
Ajay Salaria, 30, of a resident
of Jagatpur village, was about to
board a bus from near a bus
stand in the Purana Shalla area.
Three youths, who have been
identified, came on a motorcycle
and one of them pulled a gun and
opened fire at Salaria. He was
rushed to a hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries, the
police said.
“There is no terror or any
other angle behind this incident.
The only thing which has come
to the fore so far is that the assailants had a dispute with him over
some issue,” SSP Swarndeep
Singh said.
The accused are at large, but
will be nabbed soon. A case has
been registered and an investigation is on, the SSP said.
Family members of the
deceased have alleged that
Salaria was facing threats to his
life from the assailants, but the
police failed to act on time.

You could go to jail, SC warns
Singh brothers in Daiichi case
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

on Friday warned the former
promoters of Ranbaxy that they
will be imprisoned if they are
found guilty of contempt of
court after they failed to abide
by an international tribunal
decision that requires them to
pay ₹3,500 crore to Japanese
pharmaceutical firm Daiichi
Sankyo.
A bench led by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi said it will start
hearing the contempt petition
against Malvinder and Shivin-

n

Malvinder Singh and
Shivinder Singh.

HT FILE

der Singh by Daiichi Sankyo for
not coming up with a proposal to
secure the amount that a Singaporean Arbitration Tribunal

awarded in favour of Daiichi
Sankyo.
The court also stayed proceedings in a National Company
Law Tribunal and listed the
matter for hearing on April 11.
“If we find them guilty we will
send them to jail,” CJI Gogoi
told the two brothers who were
present in the court. The bench
also comprising justices Deepak
Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna, was
dissatisfied over their response
to the query on how they would
secure the award.
››P15

IIT alumnus comes 1st in civil services exam
Rakesh Goswami and
Shruti Tomar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR/BHOPAL: KanishakKataria,
an alumnus of the Indian Institute ofTechnology(IIT) Bombay
and the son of a Jaipur-based
Indian Administrative Service
officer,hastoppedthecivilservicesexamination.Anengineering
graduate from a university in
Bhopal, Srushti Jayant Deshmukh, is the topper among
women candidates, the Union
Public Services Commission
(UPSC) said on Friday.

n

Kanishak Kataria

Akshat Jain, an engineering
graduatefromIITGuwahati,who
camesecond,isalsofromJaipur.
HisfatherisanIndianPoliceService(IPS)officerwhilehismother

isanIndianRevenueServiceofficer (IRS).
Kataria, son of Rajasthancadre IAS officer Sanwar Mal
Verma,clearedtheUPSCexamin
his first attempt. “My written
examinationandinterviewwent
wellbutIdidnotexpecttotopthe
examination,” he said.
He belongs to the scheduled
caste category and qualified the
examination with mathematics
as his optional subject. He completed his B Tech (computer science and engineering) from IIT
Bombayaboutfouryearsagoand
got placed in a multi-national

company in South Korea. He
worked there for one-and-a-half
years and then worked in a company in Benguluru for a year. In
early 2018, he shifted to Delhi to
prepare for civil services exam.
“During my job abroad, I
thought by joining civil service I
candoalotandaboutayearagoI
quit by Bangalore job. I took
coaching from an institute in
Delhi for seven months to
improvemyknowledgeaboutthe
examination and then did selfstudy at my home,” he said.
HISAR’S HIMANSHU BAGS
26TH RANK, P7
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

STATEOFPARTY: AAM AADMI PARTY

DISSENT-HIT AAP STRUGGLES TO GET ITS ACT TOGETHER
In a sharp contrast to its dream debut in 2014, the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party is fighting a survival battle in this Lok Sabha elections. The party has
hurtled from crisis to crisis, wracked by ceaseless bickering, desertions and splits. Having proved to be its own worst enemy, the question is: Can AAP bounce back?

KEY LEADERS

REPORT CARD: PERFORMANCE IN THE
LAST TWO ELECTIONS

BHAGWANT MANN, 45
HARPAL SINGH
CHEEMA, 45

PUNJAB UNIT CHIEF
A one-time stand-up comedian, Mann is
the face of the AAP. Being the party’s
biggest crowd-puller, he is expected to
spearhead the election campaign in seats
across the state. Known for sarcasm and
repartee, his ability to connect with the
masses, particularly in rural areas, is his
biggest strength. Mann is trying hard, but
how much time he would be able to give
to other candidates is anybody’s guess.
He is contesting from Sangrur – a seat he
won by a record margin of 2.11 lakh votes
in 2014 – and has a tough fight at hand.
A loss will be a huge setback for him.

LEADER OF OPPOSITION
A loyalist of Mann, Cheema is the
party’s Dalit face in the state. A
first-time MLA from Dirba assembly
segment of Sangrur Lok Sabha
constituency, he is a member of the
state core committee that takes all
party-related decisions in the state.
Cheema was handpicked by the party
leadership for the post of leader of
opposition in place of Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, who has floated a separate
party, in July last year. He started with
student politics in Punjabi University,
Patiala, while studying law and then
led the district bar association in
Sangrur before joining the AAP.

BY
TS WON AAP IN 20
SEA
14

0

Seat*

Seat

Seats won:
Vote share:

4 (out of 13 seats)
24.40%

2017 ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS
Seats won:
Vote share:

20 (out of 117 seats)
23.72%

The soft-spoken first-time MLA from
Budhlada reserved assembly
constituency heads the 22-member
core committee that is working out
the party’s strategy in the state. The
committee was set up by the AAP
central leadership after it was accused
by rebels of “arbitrarily” running the
state unit without taking local leaders
into confidence. The rebel group led
by Sukhpal Singh Khaira wanted
“khudmukhtyari” (autonomy) for the
state unit. A former college principal,
the non-controversial Dalit leader was
the unanimous choice for the post in
the infighting-ridden party.

Total Lok Sabha
constituencies

PUNJAB

4

Seat

MALWA
(8 SEATS)

WHAT WORKS
Born out of an anti-corruption
movement, the AAP, which
found ready acceptance in
2014, is the principal opposition
party. Led by Bhagwant Mann,
the party has its finger on the
pulse of people and knows the
art of raising issues of public importance.
Kejriwal, who will address a series of rallies, is a
pale shadow of his former self.

WHAT DOESN'T

PRESENT SEAT POSITION

4seats

4*
seats

4seats

CONGRESS

AAP

SAD

Unabated infighting and
desertions have left the
party in disarray. Besides
two of its four MPs, seven
MLAs also turned rebels
with two of them
forming their separate
party and eyeing the same political space as
the AAP. Party supporters, particularly
young voters, are disillusioned.

WHAT NEXT?

CHIEF, CORE COMMITTEE

DOABA
(2 SEATS)

13

2014 LOK SABHA ELECTIONS

BUDH RAM, 62

0

MAJHA
(3 SEATS)

The AAP won four Lok Sabha seats – the only ones the party
got out of the 432 it contested across the country – in Punjab
with a fourth of the total votes polled to break the
long-entrenched bipolar electoral system. In 2017, it emerged
as the principal opposition party, pushing the Shiromani Akali
Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party (SAD-BJP) combine to the number
three position. The party, rocked by infighting since, has lost
ground and did abysmally in two byelections and civic polls.

WHERE AAM AADMI
PARTY STANDS IN
THESE POLLS

13

1seat

Total seats

BJP

(*2 MPs were suspended in 2015 for anti-party activities)

HURRY, PUNJAB! MAY 9
IS THE LAST DAY TO ENROL

The party has to do well to
avoid a total meltdown.
Stakes are also high for Mann.
He will need to win his seat
and ensure a respectable vote
share to show his vote-catching abilities. If the AAP draws
a blank or slips behind the Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA), it will hasten the party’s decline
in the state.

WHAT ARE THEY UP AGAINST

The voters can visit www.nvsp.in or ceopunjab.
gov.in Or contact toll-free number 1950 to
register themselves as voters.

PUNJAB VOTES ON

MAY 19

RESULTS ON MAY 23

If the party’s stunning debut
in the face of a Narendra
Modi wave was the story of
2014, it appears to have lost
the plot and faces a huge
challenge in a multi-cornered
contest this time. Up against
traditional players Congress and the SAD-BJP
combine, it has a new challenge in PDA which is
pitching itself as the third alternative.

PDA, TAKSALIS MAKE THE FIGHT MULTI-CORNERED
PUNJAB DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE
The coalition fancies itself as a challenger to major parties, but it has limited appeal and hardly any base.
SUKHPAL KHAIRA, 54
PUNJAB EKTA PARTY CHIEF
A two-time MLA from Bholath,
the firebrand leader cobbled
together the alliance after quitting
the AAP in January this year. Khaira,
who switched sides from the
Congress to the AAP before the
state polls, was made the leader of
opposition, but fell out with Kejriwal
and revolted. Besides contesting
from Bathinda, Khaira is spearheading
the campaign and strategy of the
alliance. Known for his adversarial
style, he is not known to hold back
his punches.

DR DHARAMVIRA
GANDHI, 67

SHIROMANI AKALI DAL (TAKSALI)
Set up by three expelled Akali stalwarts, it claims
to be the real Akali Dal
RANJIT SINGH
BRAHMPURA, 81

PATIALA MP
A cardiologist by profession, Dr
Gandhi, who was the AAP
candidate, had surprised everyone
by trouncing three-time MP Preneet
Kaur, the wife of present chief
minister Capt Amarinder Singh, in
the royal family’s stronghold in
2014. A freethinker, he quickly fell
out with the party leadership and
was suspended from primary
membership. Dr Gandhi, who has
floated Nava Punjab Party (NPP)
and joined the PDA, is taking on
Preneet again this time.

PARTY PRESIDENT
A contemporary of former chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal, Brahmpura, sitting MP
from Khadoor Sahib, floated the new party in
December 2018 after he and two others, ex-MP
Rattan Singh Ajnala and former minister Sewa
Singh Sekhwan, were thrown out of the SAD
for questioning party president Sukhbir Singh
Badal’s style of working. The trio’s aim is to
defeat of their erstwhile party.

WHERE DOES IT STAND

WHERE ALLIANCE STANDS
The alliance comprising the PEP, NPP, Bahujan Samaj Party, Lok Insaaf Party, Communist Party of India and the Revolutionary Marxist Party of India is already in a campaign mode. The
PDA is drawing attention for its strong Panthic pitch with support building for its candidate Paramjit Kaur Khalra, widow of human rights activist Jaswant Khalra who was killed by
cops, in Khadoor Sahib. Pressure is mounting on Panthic parties to withdraw their nominees in her favour.

Taksalis began well, but are floundering. They
were wooed by the AAP and PDA, but talks
failed due to Brahmpura’s insistence on fielding
former deputy speaker Bir Devinder Singh from
Anandpur Sahib. The party, which is also eyeing
the Panthic constituency, now seems divided
over supporting the PEP nominee Khalra in
Khadoor Sahib.

TEXT: NAVNEET SHARMA; ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH

Parminder Dhindsa is SAD Harsimrat: I have LIP chief Simarjeet Bains is
urged party to field PDA pick from Ludhiana
candidate from Sangrur
Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: The Shiromani Akali

DalonFridayannouncedformer
financeministerandLehraMLA
Parminder Singh Dhindsa as its
candidatefromSangrur,amonth
afterhereportedlyexpressedhis
reluctancetocontesttheelection.
He has taken the plunge against
his father Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa’s advice not to contest
the Lok Sabha polls as the
“atmosphere is not right”.
ParminderwillfacesittingMP
andAamAadmiPartystatepresident Bhagwant Mann, who had
defeated Dhindsa Sr in the 2014
polls,whiletheCongressisyetto
announce its candidate.
Rajya Sabha MP Dhindsa Sr
had quit all party in September
2018ashewasnothappywiththe
functioning of the party. He had
openlyheldSADpresidentSukhbir Badal responsible for the turmoil in the party and even
demanded his resignation.
Parminder, a five-time MLA
and two-time minister in the
SAD-BJP government, is the
Akali Dal’s best bet from Sangrur. His father was a member of
Parliament from Sangrur.
Dhindsafamilyhasastrongpolitical clout in the constituency,

n

SAD-BJP candidate from
Sangrur Parminder Singh
Dhindsa.
HT PHOTO

which once was dominated by
late CM Surjit Singh Barnala’s
family,whichhasnowfadedinto
political oblivion.
Soft-spoken
Parminder
Dhindsa had defeated Congress
stalwartandformerCMRajinder
KaurBhattalfromLehraconstituency by a margin of 28,000 votes
in2017assembly elections,when
mostofSADheavyweightslostby
huge margins in the Malwa belt.
He has won all elections in his
politicalcareer.Beforeshiftingto

Lehra, Parminder had represented Sunam for four terms,
which he first won in the 2000
by-election. He was the finance
minister in the previous SADBJP government, following the
exit of Manpreet Badal.
“There was no other suitable
candidate. Parminder showed
reluctance initially, butSukhbir
persuadedhimthatheneedshim
at this juncture. Thus, despite
opposition of his father, Parminder decided to jump into the
poll fray for the party. Dhindsa
family has a personal rapport
among the voters of all nine
assembly segments of Sangrur
Lok Sabha seat,” said a SAD
leader privy to the development.
Talkingtomediapersons,Parmindersaidthathewillputinhis
best efforts to win the election.
Meanwhile, Dhindsa Sr said
“though I had advised him not to
contest, but Parminder has
decided to take the plunge. He
remained a minister and has
enough political experience to
take his own decisions. As a
father,mybestwishesarealways
with him”.
He said he had already clarified that he wont campaign for
anyone, as his health doesn’t
allow him to venture out for canvassing.

me from Bathinda
Sachin Kumar & Ravinder Singh
n

sachin.kumar2@hindustantimes.com

MANSA: Indicating that she will
contestfromBathindaLokSabha
seat, Union minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal on Friday said she
hasurgedherparty,Shiromanai
AkaliDal(SAD),tofieldheragain
from the constituency.
“The party was thinking of
shiftingmetoanadjacentseaton
request of people from there, but
I have urged them to field me
fromBathinda,”saidHarsimrat,
the sitting MP from Bathinda,
while addressing a meeting of
Istri Akali Dal at Budhlada in
Mansa district. Her statement
comes amid speculation that the
SAD may shift her to the Ferozepur seat this time.
Harsimrat, who had been
addressing party workers at her
residence inBadal village ofFaridkot district for the past one
week, stepped out in Bathinda
constituencyonFriday. Shealso
addressed gatherings of SAD
workers at Sardulgarh and
Mansa, and exhorted them to
work hard for the polls.
OnWednesday,SADpresident
SukhbirSinghBadalhadsaidthe
party’s core committee will take

›

The party was
thinking of shifting me
to some other seat on
request of the voters, but
I have urged them to field
me from Bathinda.
HARSIMRAT BADAL, Union minister
and SAD MP

adecisionabouthercandidature
soon. However, many senior
partyleaders,includingHarsimrat,havebeenaskingforthefeedback of people as to which seat
she should contest from.
“I requested them to field me
from Bathinda as I have attachment with the people of the constituency.Thecontestmightbea
toughherebutIdon’tcareevenif
Captain Amarinder is fielded
against me,” she said.
Alleging that crime against
women is at an all-time high in
Punjab due to “complete paralysis of governance and the jungle
rule unleashed by Congress
goons”, she said, “The CM will
have to explain why the government has been unable to safeguard the honour of women.”

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: President of Lok Insaaf

Party (LIP) and Atam Nagar
MLA Simarjeet Singh Bains is
the Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA) candidate from Ludhiana
Lok Sabha seat.
The announcement was made
on Friday by chief patron of LIP
and Ludhiana South MLA Balwinder Singh Bains, who is also
Simarjeet’s elder brother. Of the
four seats allocated to Lok Insaaf
Party by the PDA, the LIP has
now announced candidates from
Sangrur, Fatehgarh Sahib and
Ludhiana and the nominee for
the Amritsar seat will be
declared in two days, said Balwinder.
This will be the second time
that Simarjeet will take on sitting MP Ravneet Singh Bittu of
the Congress. Last time in 2014,
Bittu had won the elections and
Simarjeet, who fought as an
Independent, bagged the fourth
spot. He was polled 2,10,917
votes. After his name was
announced, Simarjeet took
blessings of his mother Kashmir
Kaur and then paid obeisance at
a gurdwara and a temple.
This time, under the umbrella
of PDA, Simarjeet has support of

n

Lok Insaaf Party chief Simarjeet Singh Bains (right) with brother
Balwinder Singh and mother Kashmir Kaur after he was named as
the PDA candidate from Ludhiana on Friday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

the constituents, including Punjabi Ekta Party (PEP), Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), CPI and the
Revolutionary Marxist Party of
India (RMPI).
Simarjeet said their aim was
to rid the state of corruption,
mafia raj and drugs (chitta).
First elected as a councillor in

2002, Simarjeet is representing
Ludhiana Atam nagar as an
MLA for the second term.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and SAD-BJP are yet to
announce their candidates for
the Ludhiana seat, while Congress has again fielded sitting
MP Ravneet Bittu.
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Interpol rejects India’s request to issue
red corner notice against SFJ’s Pannun
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : In a setback to the
Punjab government’s efforts to
tighten the noose on Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, the US-based legal
adviser of Sikhs for Justice’s
(SFJ), the Interpol has turned
down India’s request to issue a
red corner notice (RCN) against
him.
The Mohali police have registered a sedition case against Pannun, who is the brain behind the
Refrendum-2020.
Though Pannu, in a statement,
termed the development as a
“major blow to Indian government’s attempt to stop the Punjab
Independence movement” and
get him extradited, the Punjab
Police have said it is a “fake projection” by the SFJ leader.
“It’s only in one case registered

in Mohali in which the request for
RCN has been turned down by the
Interpol. There are other cases
pending against the SFJ’s legal
adviser. Moreover, Interpol’s
expression of inability to issue
RCN is no certificate of his innocence. It does not absolve him of
the crime he is doing by propagating the ISI’s plan to misguide the
Sikh youth to adopt violence in
the name of Khalistan,” said a
senior police official dealing with
the case.
In December last year, India
submitted a dossier to Interpol
about Pannun’s role in “anti-India” activities and his alleged
association with Pakistan’s spy
agency ISI.
The CBI, the nodal agency that
communicates with the Interpol
on such issues, has sent a detailed
report about his involvement in
pro-Khalistan activities and his

n

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun

close association with Khalistani
terrorists Paramjit Singh Pamma
and Hardeep Nijjar.
The case in which RCN has
been rejected was registered
against Pannun on May 7, 2017 at
Sohana police station in Mohali
“for carrying out seditious activities to disturb public tranquility
in Punjab.”
The case was registered after
the police, while busting a proKhalistan module of terrorists,

found an e-mail written by Pannun to the accused to carry out
the “violent activities” to project
the Refrendum-2020. Pannun was
also accused of sending funds to
one of the accused.
RCN is a kind of international
arrest warrant for fugitives
where Interpol requests its member countries to arrest or detain a
person against whom it has been
issued.
Pannun is a law graduate from
Panjab University. He hails from
Amritsar and moved to the US in
the early 1990s. He lives in
Queens, New York.
Though the Punjab Police are
yet to find out the exact reason
behind Interpol’s rejection of
India’s request, a senior official
dealing with the case said Pannun has been declared a proclaimed offender (PO) in other
cases as well.

The RCN proceedings have
also been initiated against Pannun in a Batala court in a case
wherein two radical operatives,
who had set two liquor vends on
fire in April 2017, had named
Pannu as their “guiding force”.
According to latest information available with the intelligence wing of the state police,
Pannun is set to open office of
Refrendum-2020 in Pakistan on
April 14. He also plans to ensure a
big gathering during the celebrations of 550 birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev in Kartarpur
Sahib. He is hand-in-glove with
Pakistan SGPC’s former chief
Gopal Chawla and both are
strongly backed by the ISI, police
officials said.
Pannun’s increasing anti-India activities have become a big
headache for the Centre and the
Punjab government.

Barnala man
injured in attack
BARNALA: A customer was alleg-

edly attacked by an employee of
an inverter dealer and his
friends after a minor argument
here on Friday, leaving him seriously injured. Police said Victim
Paramjit Singh was hit with
swords and sticks. They said
they are gathering details about
the accused.
HTC

punjab

03

TWO HELD WITH BANNED PILLS IN BATHINDA
BATHINDA: Police arrested two persons with 53,000 banned tablets and cash
worth Rs 1.90 lakh in Bhatinda on Thursday. The banned pills and cash were
recovered during vehicle search near the near railway underbridge on BathindaMansa road, police said, adding that Rahul Aggarwal of Sirki Bazaar in Bathinda
and Surinder Kumar of Jaitu, who runs a chemist shop, were travelling in the car.
They had been booked under thee Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
HTC
(NDPS) Act, the police said.
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IF OPPN UNITES, IT CAN WIN ALL 10 SEATS IN HARYANA,
ELSE THE SAFFRON PARTY’S VICTORY IS SURE.

> NAVEEN JAIHIND, AAP’s Haryana unit chief

ELECTION2019

Rahultotakecall Hry MPs fare better than predecessors
in Parliament on all parameters
oncontentious
Punjabseatstoday
HT Correspondent
n

A COMPARATIVE LOOK

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK :The 10 members of Par-

SCRAMBLE FOR TICKETS Screening panel members,
cabinet minister Navjot Sidhu to meet the Congress president
Sukhdeep Kaur
n

sukhdeep.kaur@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: With the four-member Congressscreeningcommittee for Punjab failing to reach a
consensus on candidates for five
Lok Sabha seats, it has been
decided to put the ball in party
president Rahul Gandhi’s court.
Thescreeningpanel,comprising Punjab chief minister Amarinder Singh, state Congress
president Sunil Jakhar, state
affairs in-charge Asha Kumari
and AICC general secretary
(organisation) KC Venugopal,
met for the second round of discussions on Friday. The party’s
centralelectioncommittee(CEC)
had on Tuesday cleared names
for six seats and asked the panel
to reach a consensus on the
remaining seven.
But AmarinderSingh refused
to budge on single names shortlisted for Anandpur Sahib
(former Union minister Manish
Tewari), Sangrur (former MLA
Kewal Dhillon) and Khadoor
Sahib (former MLA Jasbir
Dimpa), all backed by Asha
Kumari.WithJakharandVenugopal not on the same page with
them, the screening panel members are scheduled to meet the
Congresspresident onSaturday.
“Rahul had raised some questions on these seats. It is difficult
to say if a consensus will be

‘PUNJAB NOT ON
AAP-CONG PACT
AGENDA’
Congress sources on Friday
said Punjab was not part of
the negotiations with the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for an
alliance. “The talks are for a
pact in Delhi and Haryana,” a
party leader said. The AAP
was earlier demanding three
seats in Punjab which the
Congress had refused. It was
later willing to accept just
one, Sangrur, from where
Bhagwant Mann, the state
AAP president, is seeking
re-election.

reached on Saturday,” a senior
leader said.
During the CEC meeting on
Tuesday, Rahul is said to have
askedthe panel whether Anandpur Sahib was Hindu or Sikhdominated. Tewari is a Hindu
face and local leaders as well as
three district presidents of the
partyhad written to him thatthe
seat was Sikh-dominated after
delimitation.
OnSangrur,Rahulwastoldby
Venugopal that Dhillon was not
the “best” candidate. In party
surveysalso,formerSangrurMP
and state minister Vijay Inder

Singla fares better.
ThoughSinglasaidhewasnot
keenoncontesting,hisnamewas
suggested by Asha Kumari.
Objecting to it, Rahul asked why
was Singla’s name being proposed for Bathinda and not Sangrurandwhether Sangrurwas a
Hindu or Sikh-dominated seat.
Hewastoldbyamemberofthe
screeningpanelthat though Singla won the seat in 2009, it was
bagged by Bhagwant Mann, a
Sikh,in2014. EvenAmarinderis
learnt to have argued that Sangrur seat was won by mostly
Sikhs before Singla.
InKhadoorSahib,Amarinder
SinghandAshaKumariarebacking Dimpa. But local leaders are
opposingit,sayingitisanoutand
out a panthic seat.
On Faridkot and Fatehgarh
Sahib seats also, there is no consensus among screening panel
members. The panel did not
deliberate the name of Navjot
SinghSidhu’swife,NavjotKaur.
The former MLA had staked
claim to the Chandigarh seat
whichhasbeenallottedtoformer
Union minister Pawan Kumar
Bansal.ThoughSidhushaveoutrightlyruledoutcontestingfrom
anyseatinPunjab,thescreening
panel is likely to list out the
options before Rahul. Meanwhile,Sidhu willalsobemeeting
theCongresspresidentonSaturday.

HTSPOTLIGHT

liament(MPs)electedfromHaryanain2014forthe16thLokSabha
outperformedtheirpredecessors
elected in 2009 on all parameters
inside the lower house, the official data shows. In terms of
attendance, participation in
debates, number of questions
asked and private member bills
introduced, the state average of
MPsthistimewasfarbetterthan
the previous term.
Experts say better participationofMPsinParliamentresults
in a favourable outcome for the
statetheyrepresentastheyraise

15TH LOK SABHA
HARYANA MPS STATE
AVERAGE (NATIONAL
AVERAGE)
Attendance
69% (76%)
Debates
13 (38)
Questions
231 (300)
Private member bills 0.1 (0.8)

local issues, seek more projects
and introduce bills necessitated
by problems faced back home.
Of the total 10, Deepender
Hooda from Rohtak and Rao
Inderjit Singh from Gurugram

HT Correspondent
n

n

ROHTAK : Rohtak MP Deepender

yana unit president Naveen Jaihind on Friday said that an alliance of like-minded parties is
needed to defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party(BJP)in Lok Sabha
elections in the state.
“If the opposition parties get
united against the BJP, they can
winall10LokSabhaseatsinHaryana, but if they fail to unite, the
saffron party’s victory is sure,”
he said, while interacting with
mediapersons here on Friday.
“TheBJPhasgivenpromiseof
₹15 lakh to people and this time
againtheyaremisleadingpeople
by making false promises,” he
said, adding, “BJP leaders have
divided people on the basis
ofcasteandreligiontofulfiltheir
politicalmotives.”Hintingatthe

Singh Hooda on Friday said he
was not in favour of alliance with
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
Haryana. He was talking to the
media at his residence in New
Delhi.
“The political situations in
Delhi and Haryana are very different. There were talks of alliance with Jannayak Janata
Party(JJP)andAAPinHaryana.
But both these parties do not
have any significant influence in
the state. Congress is self-sufficient and can win on its own in
Haryana. So I am not in favour of
any alliance with AAP,” he said.
Deepender’s father and
former Haryana CM Bhupinder
Singh Hooda had also said last
week that he was not in favour of

n

Naveen Jaihind

possibilityofanallianceinHaryana,hesaidthatthe“goodnews”
aboutan allianceislikely during
Navratri as talks with likeminded parties were going on.
“We are going door-to-door
and telling people about the
wrongdoings of the BJP and
works done by the AAP government in Delhi,” he said.

Nirupama Dutt
nirupama.dutt@hindustantimes.com

n

The front cover of the English
translation of Nanak Singh’s
Punjabi poem ‘Khooni Vaisakhi’
(below) published in 1920.

Author Navdeep Suri; his grandfather Nanak Singh in his 20s; and (below) an
undated picture of the latter with his grandchildren.

‘

THE ROHTAK MP SAYS
THAT JJP AND AAP
DO NOT HAVE ANY
SIGNIFICANCE IN
HARYANA

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL:Aam Aadmi Party’s Har-

JALLIANWALA CENTENARY

n

were re-elected in 2014 while
seven were first-time MPs.
Ambala MP Ratan Lal Kataria
was elected into office after 15
years. The representation of
political parties also drastically

HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ODE TO PAIN Navdeep Suri
translates his grandfather’s
poem which was banned by
the Britishers, and all copies
seized and destroyed

CHANDIGARH: Well-known Punjabi
writer Nanak Singh (1897-1971) was
oneoftheeye-witnessesoftheJallianwalaBaghmassacreasayoungmanof
22. Hehad gonetherewith twofriends
and lost them both to Gen Dyer’s bullets. It took him long to recover from
the trauma and feverishly he wrote a
cathartic 4,000-word poem called
‘KhooniVaisakhi’,whichhepublished
asaslimpamphletpricedat25paiseon
May 30, 1920. However, the book was
bannedbytheBritishgovernment,all
the copies were seized and destroyed.
The author also participated in the
freedom struggle by joining the Akali
movementandeditedAkalipapersfor
whichhewasimprisonedandserveda
jail term in Lahore.
Diplomat Navdeep Suri, born to
Kulwant Singh (third son of Nanak
Singh) and Attarjit Kaur, translated
twoworksofhisgrandfather—whom
he calls Bauji — ‘Pavitar Papi’ (The
Watchmaker, the title of the English
translation)and‘AdhKhidyaPhul’(A
Life Incomplete). “My mother, a
scholar and lecturer of Punjabi languageandliterature,proddedmeonto
totakeupthistaskbecauseshewasan
admirer of Bauji’s writings and had
done her academic thesis on his novels,” says Puri, adding “I am glad I did
so because his writings reached a
larger audience outside Punjab and
were appreciated”.
As the Jallianwala centenary was
just alittle morethan ayear away, the
prospect of translating ‘Khooni Vaisakhi’wasconsidered.Infact,gettinga
copy of the original publication was
quite a treasure hunt for Navdeep but
he did succeed in finding one with the
originalcoverintact.Navdeepsays,“I
decided to take up the project in earnest but I realised that I wouldhave to
teach myself the art of translating
poetry.Ireadseveralbooksontranslation of poetry and realised that the
translationmustbefaithfultotheoriginal not just in content but also its
rhyme and cadence”.
This was certainly not an easy task
but Navdeep accomplished it with
hard work and sensitivity. The result
is a fine translation of the poem which
beginswiththeRowlattActasthepoet

HARYANA MPS STATE
AVERAGE (NATIONAL
AVERAGE)
Attendance
85% (80%)
Debates
61 (67)
Questions
262 (293)
Private member bills 3.1 (2.3)

ent charge) while Faridabad MP
KrishalPalGurjaristheminister
of state for social justice and
empowerment. Inderjit had quit
the Congress to join the BJP
before 2014 elections.
“Being present in Parliament
and taking part in debates is
extremelyimportantforanMPas
he is the voice of lakhs of people
he represents. His participation
would mean his people’s participation. But sadly we see MPs
missingoutimportantdebatesor
sitting in the house as mute spectators.Peopleneedtobeawareof
parliamentary records of their
MPs to vote better in elections,”
said Raj Singh, a political and
social activist in Rohtak.

‘Oppn must unite’ ‘Congress is self-sufficient’

Nanak Singh’s 1920 poem ‘Khooni
Vaisakhi’ is reborn in English verses
n

16TH LOK SABHA

changed as the Congress, that
hadnineMPsinHaryanain2009,
was reduced to just one in 2014.
TheBJPwithzerorepresentation
from Haryana in 2009 rose to
seven MPs in 2014 as Modi-wave
swept the country, while the
IndianNationalLokDalthatwas
whitewashedin2009securedtwo
seats this time.
The state also got more representation in Centre this time as
two of the Lok Sabha MPs from
HaryanawereinductedbyPrime
Minister Narendra Modi in his
cabinet, compared to one MP
fromthestatewhowasaminister
in the UPA time. Gurugram MP
RaoInderjitSinghistheminister
of state for planning (independ-

n

Deepender Singh Hooda

alliance with the AAP, but maintained that he would agree to
whatever the top brass of the
party decides at the nationallevel.
Earlier in Bahadurgarh during a programme, Deepender
said the BJP was finding it difficult to field a candidate against
him from Rohtak Lok Sabha seat

TV feature to mark
massacre centenary
Indo-Asian News Service
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A two-part television
feature will commemorate the
victims of the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre, marking a centenary
since the April 13, 1919, incident
which stirred the conscience of
millions.
The department of information and public relations of the
Punjab government entrusted
EPIC Channel with the creation
of the film “Jallianwala Bagh —
Punjab Ka Dil” — produced as an
EPIC Original for the Punjab
government, read a statement.
Its first part will be telecast on
Saturday, and the second part on
April 13.
In 1919 on the same date, General Reginald Dyer opened fire
on a peaceful gathering of
unarmed people at the Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. Hundreds of people lost their lives
and many more were injured as
they were trapped in an enclosed
area, under relentless, unprovoked firing, with the only exit
from the park blocked.
The feature examines the
events leading up to the incident
and analyses the far-reaching

THE TWO-PART FEATURE
‘JALLIANWALA BAGH —
PUNJAB KA DIL’ WILL BE
TELECAST ON EPIC
CHANNEL ON SATURDAY
AND ON APRIL 13
impact of its fallout.
It has interviews with scholars, rare archival footage, meetings with descendants of the victims, along with an exploration
of those who visit the spot to pay
homage. The hour-long narrative explores the various facets
that make the Jallianwala Bagh
tragedy an extremely significant
event in India’s history.
Akul Tripathi, head, content
and programming, EPIC Channel, said: “We are honoured and
proud to be the vessel of choice to
tell the story of such an important moment in India’s history.
The feature is homage to generations of martyrs and freedom
fighters from the brave land of
the Punjab.
The Jallianwala Bagh incident and its sacrifices must not
be forgotten, today and by generations to come.”

Centre not keen on
observing Jallianwala
event, says Aujla
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: : Amritsar MP Gurjit

TWO VERSES FROM THE ‘KHOONI VAISAKHI’
With faces drawn and muffled sobs
They sift through the corpses in
silent fear
Like moth on a flame, hearts burn
to ashes
On seeing the fate of sons so dear
Ah! The pain of losing a child
Like the heart is pierced with dagger or spear
Grief inconsolable melts the toughest of souls
Even faces most stoic shed tear
after tear

Do keep us in your thoughts
forever
Your friends you may forget, but
heroes not
Be ready to die, don’t care a jot
Look at the bullets our bodies got
If ever you doubt our words
so true
Look at the bullets our bodies got
This time to bid our final
goodbye to you
Just bear in mind the lesson we
taught

states:“RowlattActstirsupahornet’s
nest/ A smouldering cauldron, this
Hindustan/Withbaitedbreathtrying
tounderstand/Arewardtheythought
they’d get for sure/ For services long
abiding each command/ Instead they
hearoftheseshacklesnew/Hopesare
dashed, crushed into sand’. Thus the

poem moves from one episode to the
other making it a compelling and
poignant read.
The poetry is followed by an essay
called, “The Bagh, the Book and our
Bauji’ in which Navdeep recalls his
childhood living close to the Jallianwala Bagh in the old city just a stone’s

throw away from the infamous wall,
unplastered and pockmarked with
bullet holes from the Vaisakhi day
massacre.
Talkingofhisgrandfatherbeingan
eye-witness,theauthorrecalls:“Itwas
anunspokenpartofthefamilyfolklore
that our Bauji was present at Jallianwala Bagh on that fateful day. He had
gone to attend the rally there against
the Rowlatt Act with a couple of
friends. Bauji had collapsed in the
stampede triggered by the firing and
had been left for dead under corpses.
He regained consciousness and
walked home some hours later”.
The poem which was not to see the
light of day for quite some time is not
justprotestpoetrybutalsotalksofthe
composite culture of Punjab in which
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs came
together in the darkest moment of the
Colonial history. The book is to be
released in Delhi and Amritsar on
April 13 and 15, respectively.

Singh Aujla on Friday alleged
that the Union government was
not sincere in observing the centenary of Jallianwala Bagh massacre that took place on April 13
in 1919 during the British rule.
Addressing reporters after
being re-nominated by the Congress to contest the Lok Sabha
polls from Amritsar, Aujla said
the Centre is delaying development projects and preparations
for the centenary function.
“Thisreflectstheinsincerityof
the Union government,” said
Aujla,whowasalsoaccompanied
by Congress MLA (Amritsar
north)SunilDutti,seniorleaders
Jugal Kishore and Vikas Soni.
HesaidtheUniongovernment
shouldhaveannouncedsomebig
projects for Amritsar city in the
wake ofthe centenary as the garden where hundreds of Indians
attainedmartyrdomwassituated
there.
HTC

Poll watchdog
allows ministers,
MLAs to participate
CHANDIGARH: The election commission on Friday allowed chief
ministers, cabinet ministers,
MPs, MLAs and other politicians
to participate in the functions
which would be organised to
commemorate the centenary of
Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
Punjab chief electoral officer S
Karuna Raju said.
With the model code of conduct in place, Raju said the Election Commission of India has
conveyed its approval on the
condition that the ministers and
lawmakers confine themselves
to “extolling the achievements of
the martyrs”.
“Under no circumstances, it
should become a platform for
political campaign,” the chief
electoral officer said.
PTI

because the party had done no
work here.
“They had this opportunity of
being in government in both
state and Centre, and could have
done a lot for the people. If they
had worked there oddly be no
shortage of candidates. But since
they ignored Haryana they are
not finding anyone to contest,”
he said.
Deepender claimed that he
would win the Rohtak seat again
with a record margin. He said his
victory would pave way for the
Congress to form the next government in Haryana as well.

HOODA BLAMING
US, BUT HE TOO
DIDN’T SOLVE
FARM ISSUES

n

CM Manohar Lal Khattar

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR: Chiefminister(CM)ManoharLalKhattaronFridayhitout
at former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda on the implementation of
the Swaminathan Committee
report.
Addressing a Vijay Sankalp
rally in Kaimri village of Hisar,
Khattar said, “Hooda is saying
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government has failed to
implement the Swaminathan
commissionrecommendations.I
wanttoaskHoodawhydidhefail
to do so himself when he was the
chairmanoftheworkinggroupof
chief ministers on agriculture
production in 2009.”
Khattarfurtherclaimedthatit
wasundertheBJPrulethatIndia
became a powerful country.
“Former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee conducted the
Pokhran nuclear test and
recently India has become the
fourth most powerful country in
the world after testing an antisatellitemissileundertheleadership of PM Narendra Modi,”
Khattar said.
He further said Modi gave a
freehandtotheIndianarmedforces and so they took revenge for
the Pulwama attack. “Such airstrikes, surgical strikes never
happened during the Congress
government,” the Haryana CM
said.
He further claimed that his
governmentwasabletofinishthe
criminal gangs in the state.

‘WILL SOLVE MUSTARD
FARMERS’ PROBLEM
SOON’
Onfarmers,Khattarsaid,former
Nalwa MLA Ranbir Gangwa,
who recentlyjoined the BJP, has
raised some issues in his region.
“Somemustardfarmersareunabletoselltheirproducetogovernment procurement agencies
despitegettingthemselvesregistered on time. But I assure you,
the government will rectify the
problem soon,” he said.
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LUDHIANA
GANGRAPE

NIAchargesheets4J&K Cops file separate
chargesheet
youthsheldforterrorlinks against juvenile
PUNJAB CONNECTION Three Kashmiri students were arrested from the
hostel of CT Group of Institutions in Jalandhar and one from Lalru last year
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Friday
filed a chargesheet against four
Kashmiri students who were
arrested from Jalandhar and
Lalru in Punjab for alleged links
to a militant outfit last year.
Three accused Zahid Gulzar,
Yasir Rafiq and Mohammad
Idris were arrested on October
10, 2018 from a hostel room of CT
Group of Institutions, Shahpur,
Jalandhar. Another accused
Sohail Ahmad Bhat, a student of
Universal Group of Institutions,
Lalru, was taken into custody a
day later. The chargesheet was
filed against them in the Special
NIA Court in Mohali under relevant sections of Indian Penal
Code, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act; Arms Act and
Explosive Substances Act, 1908.
A spokesman of the NIA said

FACT FILE
n Punjab Police and special

operations group of Jammu and
Kashmir Police bust a terror
module in Jalandhar with the
arrest of three Kashmiri students linked to Ansar Ghazwatul-Hind (AGH) on October 10,
2018.
n Three students were nabbed
from the hostel of CT Institute

the case related to recovery of
arms, ammunition and explosives from Kashmiri youths.
“Initially, a case was registered
by Punjab Police at the Sadar
police station in Jalandhar. It
was subsequently taken up for
investigation by the NIA,’’ he
said.
“Zahid Gulzar, Yasir Rafiq
Bhat and Mohammad Idiris
Shah, all residents of Awantip-

of Engineering Management
and Technology at Shahpur,
Jalandhar.
n Two weapons, including an AK
56 rifle, ammunition and
explosives were recovered from
the hostel room.
n Another student associated
with the outfit was arrested a
day later.

ora, were arrested from a hostel
room of CT Group of Institutions. One AK-56 rifle along with
two magazines having 27 live
rounds each, a pistol (.30 bore)
along with two magazines and 31
live rounds and 1 kg explosives
were recovered from the possession of them,” he said.
Zahid Gulzar and Yasir Rafiq
Bhat were students of CT Institute and Idris Shah was studying

COW SMUGGLING

Situation almost beyond control
of state police in Nuh, says HC
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: ThePunjabandHar-

yana high court on Friday said
the cow smuggling issue is
beyond the control of the state
police in Nuh.
The scathing indictment of
statepolicecameonFriday,when
the state’s DGP Manoj Yadava,
who was present in the court, in
an affidavit had stated that of the
2,156bookedundertheGauvansh
Sanrakshan and Gausamvardhan Act, 2015, only 1,194 have
been arrested so far. Police was
successful while arresting only
236 law breakers on the spot and
958 werearrestedlater. As many
as103accusedhavebeendeclared
proclaimed offenders and there
have been 30 instances of use of
firearms on nakassetuptocatch
sow smugglers, the affidavit
revealed.
The affidavit says between
November 19, 2015 to March 31,
2019, 792 FIRs have been regis-

DGP ADMITTED THAT
WHENEVER THE POLICE
TRIED TO APPREHEND
THE ACCUSED THEY
ATTACKED THEM NOT
ONLY WITH STONES, BUT
ALSO WITH ILLEGAL
FIREARMS
tered in Nuh. Out of this, the
accused were apprehended on
the spot only in 96 cases while in
therestofthe696cases,theymanagedtoescapesuccessfully.In386
cases,asmanyas856accusedare
yet to be arrested.
“The extreme failure on the
part of the prosecution/police
canbeinferredfromtheaffidavit
that till date, 13 criminal cases
havebeendecidedbythecourt(s)
….and all the cases, resulted in
acquittal. Not even a single person has been convicted,” the
court observed.
“…situationin Nuhforimple-

mentation of the Act of 2015 and
control of crime is quite disturbing and almost has gone beyond
the control of the state police as
theoffencesarebeingcommitted
by hardcore smugglers, fully
trained and that too in a well
plannedmanneronlargescalein
an organized way,” the court
observed.TheDGPhadadmitted
that whenever the police tried to
apprehendthe accused forintercepting or stopping the vehicles
carrying smuggled cows, the
accused persons attacked them
not only with stones, but there
have been frequent instances of
using illegal firearms/weapons.
Police in Nuh are working in a
quite hostile atmosphere, facing
danger to their life as well as
safety, the DGP had admitted.
The high court has now
directedthatall13casesofacquittal be examined by the DGP and
advocategeneralandthecourtbe
apprisedofthereasonsforfailure
to find out the solution of the
malaise.

at Saint Soldier Institute, Jalandhar, he said. “The other
accused, Sohail Ahmad Bhat,
was a student of Universal
Group of Institutions, Lalru.”
The NIA spokesman said during investigation, it was found
that the accused were linked to
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind(AGH),
a Kashmir-based militant organisation with a pan-Islamic ideology. “The AGH is run under
the command of its self-styled
chief Zakir Rashid Bhat, also
known as Zakir Musa, of Noorpora, Awantipora. Investigations revealed that arms, ammunition and explosives were collected by the accused under the
direction of Musa to commit terror strikes on sensitive targets,”
he added.
The spokesman said the probe
also revealed that the accused
had collected two consignments
of arms, ammunition and explosives.

Farmers prevent
pollution board
officials from
shutting sugar mill

KARNAL :Haryana state pollution
control board (HSPCB) officials
met with resistance from hundreds of sugarcane farmers
when they went to shut down the
Piccadily Sugar Mill at Bhadson
in Karnal on Friday. A team of
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) had ordered closure of the
mill discovering that it was causing pollution in the nearby villages.The farmers threatened to
intensify agitation if the mill was
closed. As per sources, the state
government was to file a fresh
application with the NGT, seeking permission to continue operations till the crushing season
ends.
HSPCB regional officer Nirmal Kashyap, who visited Bhadson to shut the mill, said, “Farmers were objecting as they would
be unable to sell their produce if
the mill is shut but we are bound
to follow the orders. The mill
would be shut as it was not complying with the norms.” HTC

LUDHIANA :A day after filing char-

gesheet against five accused in
the Ludhiana gangrape case in a
localcourt,police onFriday filed
a separate chargesheet against
the minor accused in the case.
The chargesheet was filed in
the juvenile court of principal
magistrate Preeti Sukhija
wherein the minor accused will
face trial separately.
Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP), Mullapur Dakha,
Gurbans Singh Bains said they
will request the court to treat the
accusedasadult,keepinginview
thatthecrime committedbyhim
is heinous.
The DSP added that the
17-year-old accused, a Class-11
student from Kathua in Jammu
and Kashmir, was actively
involved in all the crimes committedbythegang.HewasapprehendedonFebruary14,fivedays
after the gangrape incident.
Police had filed the chargesheetagainstfiveaccused— Saif
Ali, Ajay, Sadiq Ali, Surmu and
Jagroop Singh — in the court of
judicialmagistrateAnkitAerion
HTC
Thursday.

ROW OVER DEMOLITION OF DARSHANI DEORI

SGPC probe panel hands
over report to Longowal
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Around a week after

historic darshani deori
(entrance) of Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib, Tarn Taran, was razed by
members of Baba Jagtar Singh
led Kar Sewa, the probe panel
constituted by the Shiromani
GurdwaraParbandhakCommittee (SGPC) on Friday handed
over the report to the president
Gobind Singh Longowal.
As the Sikh masses resented
the move of demolishing the 200year-old heritage structure built
during Maharaja Ranjit Singhled Sikh Empire, the SGPC
which manages the affairs of the
Tarn Taran gurdwara ordered
probe by a four-member panel.
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee members
Bhagwant Singh Sialka, Bhai
RamSingh,GurmeetSinghBooh
and additional secretary Harjit
Singh Lalughuman were members of the panal.
Longowal said action will be
taken on the basis of this report.
He said they would also get an
FIR registered against those

›

The historic deori will
be renovated to its
shape. The work will be
completed in six months
under the supervision of
architectural experts.

mended the SGPC not to assign
any sewa of gurdwaras to Baba
Jagtar Singh in future.
He said the SGPC is committed to implement recommendations of the probe panel. Apart
from this, the probe will continue to ascertain the reasons
behind the incident.

GOBIND SINGH LONGOWAL,
SGPC president

SGPC FORMS HERITAGE
PANEL TO PRESERVE
ANCIENT STRUCTURES
In a press release issued here, the
SGPC chief secretary Roop
Singh said that a heritage committee has been constituted to
preserve heritage buildings,
monuments, relics and historic
trees. He said the step has been
taken to prevent destruction of
the Sikh heritage.Apart from the
SGPC members Rajinder Singh
Mehta and Bhagwant Singh
Sialka, Karamjit Singh Chahal,
Sulakhan Singh and Prof. Raval
Singh (all three are from the
Guru Nanak Dev University),
historian Narinderpal Singh,
Sardar Singh, Kulbir Singh
Shergill, officials of SGPC’s construction department will be
part of this committee.

responsible for hurting Sikh sentiments.
He said since it is a matter of
violation of Sikh Maryada, this
report will also be brought to the
notice of Akal Takht.
“Apart from taking action
against those responsible, the
historic deori will be renovated
to its shape. The work will be
completed within six months
under the supervision of architectural experts,” he added.
NO GURDWARA WORK TO
BE ASSIGNED TO BABA
JAGTAR SINGH
Longowal divulged that the
probe panel has also recom-

APPOINTMENT OF DGP

Chattopadhyaya’s plea ‘vexatious
and frivolous’, says Punjab govt
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The state govern-

ment has termed DGP (PSPCL)
Siddharth Chattopadhyaya’s
pleabeforethe CentralAdministrativeTribunal(CAT)challenging the appointment of DGP Dinkar Gupta as “vexatious, frivolous”andhassoughtdismissalof
the same.
It mentioned that Dinkar
Gupta was not “indicted” by the
SITappointedby the Punjab and
Haryanahighcourt,andsubmissions regarding that were “false
and misleading”.
TheSITheadedbyChattopadhyaya probed complicity of a
formerMogaseniorsuperintendentofpolice(SSP)withdrugtraffickers, in which Chattopadhyaya had claimed that Gupta
was indicted by the SIT.
However,thegovernmenthas
said that Gupta was neither
“indicted” by the SIT, nor did

n

Siddharth Chattopadhyaya

highcourtpassanyorderagainst
him. “There is only a report filed
inasealedcoverbytheapplicant,
going beyond the mandate of the
task entrusted to him,” the CAT
has been told, adding that two
other SIT members had not
signed the report.
To the submission that Gupta
was unceremoniously repatriated to Punjab from the Intelligence Bureau, the state said the
“claim is false and misleading”

andthatGuptawasrepatriatedto
the state on its request.
The reply came on a plea in
which two DGPs — Chattopadhyaya and Mohammad Mustafa
—challengedtheappointmentof
Gupta as DGP of Punjab, in February.
ThestatesaidChattopadhyaya
has not come to this court with
‘cleanhands’andDGP’sappointment has been made in accordance with the directions passed
by the SC and as per the guidelines of the Union Public Service
Commission. The state termed
theallegationsofbiasintheselection process on account of presenceoftheoutgoing DGPSuresh
Arora as “belated, a mere afterthought,unsubstantiatedanddo
not meet the test for vitiating the
process of selection” and added
that outgoing DGP participated
in the selection proceedings in
thestatutory,ex-officiocapacity.
Onlyuponbeingunsuccessful
did Chattopadhyaya challenged

hisinvolvementintheprocess,it
added. In fact, on two occasions
(Independence Day 2017 and
RepublicDay2018),Arorarecommended Chattopadhyaya for the
covetedPresident’sPoliceMedal
for distinguished service.
The government said its process of recommending panel was
fair as Chattopadhyaya’s name
figured in the suicide case of
InderpreetChadha,sonofformer
Chief Khalsa Diwan president
Charanjit Singh Chadha. However, this fact was not passed on
by the state to the UPSC.
The state has also argued that
plea is not maintainable as the
applicant rushed to the tribunal,
withoutevenavailingalternative
remedies available to him under
the Punjab Police Act, 2007 and
theAllIndiaServices(Discipline
and Appeal) Rules, 1969.
On the other hand, the ministry of home affairs too filed its
reply, saying none of its action
has been challenged.

ELECTION2019

From Pak to Qadian, her 16-yr
wait to cast vote to be over
Press Trust of India
n

Bhunder hits out
at CM for ‘spurt’ in
farmers’ suicides

UNITED COLOURS OF POLL CAMPAIGN

HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

GURDASPUR : The 16-year wait to

cast her vote in India’s general
election is almost over and
TahiraMaqbool,whocamefrom
Pakistan in 2003 when she got
married to an Indian citizen, is
counting each day.
The 37-year-old will exercise
her right to franchise in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections
from the Gurdaspur constituency, which goes to the polls on
May 19. It’s a moment that has
been 16 years in the making, said
Tahira, who will be voting in a
parliamentary election for the
first time in her life. “I could
never vote in Pakistan due to its
rigid and inconsiderate governmentpolicies.ThisendedinIndia
afteralong waitof13 yearswhen
I first cast my vote in the Punjab
assembly elections in 2017. Now,
I will exercise my franchise for
the first time in the parliamentaryelections,”anexcitedTahira
said.“This is my right, I will definitely cast my vote for the candidate who is capable of taking
India to greater heights,” she
said.
Tahira came to India from
FaisalabadinPakistaninDecem-

CHANDIGARH:ShiromaniAkaliDal

n

Tahira Ahmad and Chaudhary Maqbool Ahmad with their children at
HT FILE
Qadian.

ber 2003 and settled in Qadian, a
smalltowninGurdaspurdistrict,
after getting married to Indian
resident Maqbool Ahmad, a
writer by profession.Now an
Indian citizen, she remembers
vividly the many difficulties she
facedaftershegotmarried.“Igot
an Indian visa after almost eight
monthsanditwaslaterextended
13 times in 13 years. It was a big
challengeasIhadtofollowmany
restrictions, including limited
access to cities and taking permissiontogouptoAmritsar,”the
mother of three said.
Tahira took an oath of loyalty

to the Indian Constitution and
completed all the legal formalities in 2011. It was not until April
2016,fiveyearslater,thatshewas
enrolled as a voter after getting
Indian citizenship. It’s been a
tumultuous time, said her husband. “Finally, the time has
come. After 16 years of waiting, I
willgotoapollingstationwithmy
wifetovoteintheworld’sbiggest
election,” said Maqbool.
He appealed to the Union government to relax norms so Pakistani women married to Indian
citizens don’t have to wait for so
long to get citizenship.

(SAD) Rajya Sabha member BalwinderSinghBhunderonFriday
asked Punjab chief
minister Capt Amarinder Singh
toexplainthe“alarmingspurt”in
the number of farmers’ suicides
in the state under the
Congressregimedespitehis“tall
claims” on loan waiver.
In a statement issued here,
Bhunder said even conservative
estimates by independent agencies reveal that 1,090 farmers
committedsuicideduringtheless
than two years of the Congress
rule.
“The figure does not include
members of farmers’ families,
including women and children,
who have been forced to take the
extreme step under sheer economicandpsychologicalfrustration following ‘heartless
betrayal’ by Amarinder,” he
added. The Akali leader cited a
recentreportwhichrevealedthat
in three villages of Sangrur district alone, not even a single
farmeroutofnearly600identified
beneficiarieshassofarbenefited
from the loan waiver scheme.

Four Congress ticket seekers
demand local candidate in Bathinda
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: FourCongressleaders,

who have applied for Lok Sabha
ticket from Bhatinda, on Friday
urged the party to field a local
candidate on the seat.
Former Punjab legislative
assembly deputy speaker Jaswant Singh Phaphrebhaike,
former Sardulgarh MLA Ajit
Inder Singh Mofar, Congress
leaders Gurmeet Singh Khudian
and Tehal Singh Sandhu made

SAY THEY WOULD,
HOWEVER, FOLLOW THE
DECISION TAKEN BY THE
PARTY AND CAMPAIGN
EVEN FOR AN OUTSIDER
the demand at a joint press conference here.
Mofar said they had made a
representation to the Congress
Working Committee, Punjab
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh and party’s state

in-charge Asha Kumari that a
leader hailing from Bathinda
should be fielded as party candidate in the constituency.
He, however, added that they
would not go against the party
decision and campaign for the
Congress candidate even if he
was an outsider.
“Wehavebeenworkingforthe
Congress for a long time. The
partyshouldfieldoneofusorany
other local leader,” he said.
“We have conveyed to the
party leadership that a local a

candidate will be good for the
Congress. Anybody, who is not
from Bhatinda, might find it
toughtoremainintouchwiththe
people,” said Mofar.
Punjab finance minister and
Bathinda (Urban) MLA ManpreetSinghBadal,whowasbeing
seen as a likely Congress candidate, has expressed his unwillingness to contest Lok Sabha
polls. With Manpreet opting out
ofthe race, Mofar andotheraspirants are trying to step up pressuretobagthepartynomination.

n

A shopkeeper arranging flags of political parties ahead of Lok Sabha elections in Jalandhar on Friday.

V I O L AT I O N O F R E L I G I O U S N O R M S

16 DSGMC members
asked to undergo dope test
Indo-Asian News Service
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Twenty members of

the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Committee (DSGMC)
have been accused of violating
religious norms by colouring
their beard and accepting Namdhari guru as their master. One
member is accused of celebrating Vishwakarma day in a gurdwara.
DSGMC spokesperson Parminder Pal Singh said a complaint has been filed against 20
members by a social activist,
Daljeet Singh Khalsa.

“The Delhi Minority Commission sent a notice to the
accused members and sought
their reply by March 15, but
most members did not respond,
hence they have been told to
reply by April 11,” Parminder
told IANS.
“Of the 20, sixteen are
accused of taking drugs and colouring their beard, while three
are being blamed for accepting
Namdhari guru and one for
doing Vishwakarma worship in
gurdwaras,” Parminder added.
“Three members are ready
for the dope and lab test. We are
awaiting replies from other 13

members,” he said.
To become a member of the
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, it is mandatory to be an amritdhari (baptised) Sikh.
The baptised Sikhs are not
allowed to colour their beard
and consume alcohol.
The members — Harjit Singh
GK, Vikram Singh Rohini and
Omkar Singh Raja — have submitted their explanation to the
committee. In their reply, these
members have denied the allegations and expressed their
willingness to undergo a lab test
to prove their innocence.

PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

Bargari Morcha
struggles to find
candidates
FARIDKOT: TheBargariInsaafMorcha is struggling to find candidatesfortheLokSabhaelections.
Themorchahadannouncedfour
candidates,outofwhichtwohave
withdrawn their candidature.
TheyareUnitedAkaliDal(UAD)
president Bhai Mohkam Singh
and Bhai Gurdeep Singh
Bathinda from Khadoor Sahib
and Bathinda, respectively.
At present, the morcha is supporting Shiromani Akali Dal
(Amritsar)chiefSimranjitSingh
Mann from Sangrur, Dr Swaran
Singh from Faridkot, Gursewak
SinghJawaharkefromBathinda,
BSP candidate Vikramjit Singh
Sodhi fromAnandpurSahiband
Pastor Shailender Shelly from
Gurdaspur.
HTC
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High blood pressure, hypothyroidism Hisar’s Himanshu Ex-MLA Mantar
26th rank in Brar appears
high among tribal Kashmiris: Study bags
civil services exam before SIT
KO T K A P U R A
FIRING

LIFESTYLE DISEASE Known to consume excess salt which is directly linked to hypertension
Anonna Dutt
n

n

anonna.dutt@htlive.com

HEALTH TRACKER

NEW DELHI: A large proportion of

the tribal population from Kashmir has high blood pressure and
underactive thyroid gland, shows
a field study done by doctors from
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, Delhi, and the Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences
(SKIMS).
The study found a higher proportion of overweight and obese
individuals. Of the 2,410 men,
23.7% were either overweight or
obese and so were 30.8% of the
3,431 women surveyed.
At the national level, 18.9%
adult men and 20.6% adult
women are overweight or obese,
according to the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS) data.
“If you look at the percentage
of obese people (with BMI over 30)
it is lower; just 6.1% among men
and 11.2% among women.
The number of overweight
individuals is higher than the
national average because we
have considered 23 to be the cutoff mark and not 25,” said Dr Ashraf Ganie, lead author of the study
that is under review at the Indian
Council of Medical Research

TERROR
FUNDING

SEPARATIST
MIRWAIZ
SUMMONED
SRINAGAR: The National Investigating Agency (NIA) on Saturday
summoned separatist leader and
Hurriyat chairman, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq to Delhi for questioning in connection with a terror funding case.
The NIA has asked the separatist leader, who had skipped the
earlier summons citing security
reasons, to appear at its headquarters in New Delhi on Monday. As per sources, the agency
has assured appropriate security
to Mirwaiz for his travel to headquarter. Mirwaiz was summoned
for the third time to Delhi for
questioning in connection with
2017 terror-funding case. The separatist leader had skipped the
earlier issued summons by the
NIA citing security reasons and
insisted that he was willing to be
quizzed in Srinagar. He has
skipped appearances on March 11
and 18. His counsel Ajaz Ahmad
Dhar had written to NIA saying,
“Your attention is invited to some
of the distressing comments
which have appeared in the mainstream print media since the
news of his summons to New
Delhi. There are open calls for his
assassination.”

HT Correspondent

AIIMS survey looks at prevalence of non-communicable
diseases of two Kashmir’s tribal communities of Gujjars
and Bakerwals
Health Condition

Prevalence
in men

Overweight and obese
Hypertension
Prehypertension
Diabetes
Pre-diabetes (as per HbA1c)
Vitamin D deficiency (as per endocrine
society of USA guidelines)
Hypothyroidism
Subclinical hypothyroidism

23.7%
24.4%
22.5%
1.2%
11.6%
65.1%

Prevalence
in women

30.8%
14.4%
20.6%
1.7%
11.2%
65.3%

8%
26%

Source: AIIMS-SKIMS study on the health of tribal populations of Kashmir

(ICMR) for publication in its
journal.
HIGHER THAN THE
NATIONAL AVERAGE
A high 24.4% of men and 14.4%
women from two tribal groups in
Kashmir have high blood pressure despite low socioeconomic
status. This is higher than the
national average of 13.8% men

suffering from hypertension and
8.8% women, according to the
NFHS (2015-16).
The study found pre-hypertension, or elevated blood pressure
but not high enough to be considered hypertension, in 22.5% of
men and 20.6% of women.
“India has 8.9% tribal population and these marginalised
groups have a worse health sta-

C U S T O D I A L D E AT H C A S E

SC grants bail to
HP ex-IGP Zaidi
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Supreme Court on Fri-

day granted bail to former Himachal Pradesh (HP) inspector general of police (IGP) Zahur Haider
Zaidi, an accused in the case
related to the custodial death of a
man, who was among those
arrested on charge of gang-raping a minor school girl in Kotkhai
in Shimla district in 2017.
A bench comprising chief justice Ranjan Gogoi and justicesDeepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna, while granting bail to
Zaidi, said it will later deal with
the aspect of transferring the trial
to Delhi from a court in HP. The
apex court had in November 2018
sought responses from Zaidi, deputy superintendent of police
(Theog) Manoj Joshi and six
other HP policemen as to why the
trial against them not be transferred to a Delhi court from
Shimla.
The CBI had earlier told the
court that though the charge
sheet has been filed, the trial in
the case “has not seen the light of
the day” and hence, the case be
transferred to a Delhi court for
expeditious disposal.

The probe agency had said that
Zaidi, being the former IGP, may
influence the witnesses in the
case and, moreover, other
accused are also policemen.
The top court had suggested
that let the trial continue in a
Shimla court and in the meantime, it will grant bail to the
ex-IGP and restrain him from
going to HP except for attending
the court proceedings .
Zaidi and seven others were
arrested in the custodial death
case of Suraj, who was found dead
at the Kotkhai police station on
July 18.
The CBI has already filed the
charge sheet against the accused.
A 16-year-old girl had gone missing in Kotkhai on July 4 last year
and her body was found from the
Halaila forests on July 6.
The post-mortem report had
confirmed rape and murder and
a case had been registered.
Amid a huge public outcry in
the state, an SIT headed by Zaidi
was constituted by the then Virbhadra Singh-led Congress government. The SIT arrested six
persons, one of whom died in
police station, following which
the HC handed over the investigations to the CBI on July 19.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FARIDKOT: Former Shiromani
Akali Dal MLA Mantar Singh
Brar, whose role is being probed
in 2015 Kotkapura police firing
case, appeared before the special
investigation team (SIT) at its
camp office here on Friday.
Brar submitted a certified copy
of the Punjab and Haryana high
court order giving him interim
protection from arrest. On April
1, the high court had granted
anticipatory bail to Brar in the
case wherein he was named as an
accused on March 6. Fearing
arrest, the former Kotkapura
MLA had moved the HC after his
plea for a blanket bail was dismissed by the Faridkot district
and sessions court on March 20.
Brar claimed to have been falsely
implicated in the case, saying he
had no role in the chain of events
that unfolded on October 14, 2015
when the police firing took place
in Kotkapura.
“I have full faith in our judicial
system. The high court has
granted me bail and justice will
prevail soon. The whole issue is
politically motivated,” he said.
The SIT has alleged that Brar
influenced then Kotkapura SHO
Gurdeep Singh not to record
statements of complainant Ajit
Singh and other persons injured
HTC
in the police firing.

tus than the general population.
This is supported by our study
that looks at the prevalence of
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) and the socio-economic
status of two marginalised tribal
communities of Gujjars and Bakerwals,” said Dr Ganie.
“95% of the people interviewed
and tested for the study earn less
than Rs 25,000 per annum. They
have a high prevalence of hypertension and hypothyroid,” he
said. This could be attributed to
the dietary habits of the people.
“The people in the area are
known to consume a lot of salt,
even in their tea. High salt consumption is directly linked to
high blood pressure. The high
altitude at which they live may
have an impact,” said Dr Ganie.
“The high blood pressure puts
the population at high risk for
cardiovascular diseases and
stroke. It is no longer true that the
NCDs are the diseases of the rich.
The poor are at a higher risk
because they do not have easy
access to health information
about good diet and exercise and
the lack of health facilities mean
that the diseases do not get caught
or treated early,” said Dr D Prab-

hakaran, director of the Centre
for Chronic Disease Control, a
Public Health Foundation of
India institute.
The population suffers from
hypothyroidism or an underactive thyroid gland that can lead to
weight gain, fatigue, and
increased sensitivity to cold. The
study found 8% of people had
hypothyroidism with symptoms,
while 26% had subclinical hypothyroidism. “In children, it can
lead to impaired cognitive functions. Hypothyroidism in people
living in the Himalayan foothills
is associated with iodine deficiency,” said Dr Prabhakaran.
But that might not be the case,
the authors of the study have
found. “Despite high prevalence
of hypothyroidism, there is low
prevalence of goitre or the swelling of the neck from an enlarged
gland associated with thyroid
dysfunction due to iodine deficiency. We cannot say what the
reason is but urinary iodine data
is being analysed,” Dr Ganie said.
The study shows that just over
65% of the tribal people had Vitamin D deficiency. This is better
than the national average of 80%
to 90%.

Police personnel
attacked in
J&K’s Budgam

No blanket ban on civilian movement on NH
Faesal to move HC
against govt’s decision

Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:

Police personnel
deputed to execute an arrest warrant came under attack by a mob
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Budgam district on Friday and a constable was briefly held hostage,
an official spokesperson said.
Personnel from the Beerwah
police station were tasked to execute the non-bailable arrest warrant issued by a court under section 512 of the CrPC against
accused Tariq Malik, a resident of
the Waragam area of Budgam in
central Kashmir, a police spokesman said.
He said the police party came
under attack soon after reaching
the village.
The constable, who was held
hostage by the mob, was eventually let go, the official said.
A case has been registered
under relevant sections of the law
and an investigation initiated, he
added.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:The Jammu and Kashmir government’s decision to bar
civilian traffic on the JammuSrinagar highway for two days in
a week will not apply to bonafide
and emergency movement of
civilians, a top official said on Friday.
After public outrage on the
government decision to disallow
civilian and public transport on
the highway on Sundays and
Wednesdays to secure movement
of convoys of security forces,
Kashmir divisional commissioner Basheer Ahmad Khan said
there was no blanket ban.
He said that there were some
exceptions to the ban. He said
that the highway has been
divided into sectors and zones
where magistrates along with

CHANDIGARH: Son of a journalist

with a vernacular daily in Hansi
subdivision of Hisar district,
Himanshu Nagpal, 22, bagged
26th rank in the civil services
examination result of which was
declared on Friday. This was his
first attempt.
Himanshu had also got all-Indian 9th position in the level-2
examination of the chartered
accountancy. His father Pankaj
Nagpal said Himanshu topped his
school in Hansi in Class 12 exams
and later completed BCom from
Hansraj College.
Amritpal Kaur, 29, of Gurdaspur bagged 44th rank. She did her
graduation in electrical engineering from Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh, in 2013. “It was
my forth attempt. Last year, I
could only secure 372nd rank and
I got Indian Traffic Railway Services. With much higher rank, I
will be able to fulfil my dream of
being an IAS officer,” she said.
Sanya Chhabra of Rajpura
bagged the 84th rank.
Rehana Bashir, 27, a medico
from SKIMS, Soura in Sringar,
scored 187th rank. She belongs to
Salwa village in Mendhar of

police will be deployed to verify
and allow people. “The ban will
not apply to children going to
schools or to those who have business establishments around the
national highway or to those who
have agricultural and horticultural land around the national
highway or in medical emergencies,” he said.
Tourists vehicles will also be
allowed after due scrutiny. People on route airports will be
allowed after check,” he added.
Those going for election campaigns will be allowed after
proper listing, he said.
“We have issued elaborate
instructions to all district development commissioners who
shall ensure that the general public is not put to any inconvenience
during days reserved for passage
of security forces on the highway,” Khan said.

n

Himanshu Nagpal, 26th rank

n

Amritpal Kaur, 44th rank

Poonch district. Her younger
brother Amir Bashir is currently
undergoing training IRS training
in Pune. Nupur Goyal, an alumna
of Giani Zail Singh Punjab Technical University, Bathinda,
where she studied BTech till 2015,
has bagged the 246th rank. This
was her third attempt.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Former IAS officer and
founder of Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples’ Movement (JKPM) Shah
Faesal on Friday said his outfit
would move high court against
state administration’s decision to
ban movement of civilian vehicles on Jammu and Kashmir
national highway for two days a
week.
Terming the order “illogical”
and against the “spirit of the constitution”, Faesal said, “We are
going to challenge the order in the
state high court on Saturday. We

were unable to do the same on
Friday. This illogical order banning movement of civilians on the
national highway for two days a
week is against the spirit of Article 19 and Article 21 of the Constitution.”
The national highway from
Baramulla to Udhampur has
been put out of bounds for the
civilian traffic on Sundays and
Wednesdays from 4am to 5pm till
May 31, a notification issued by
the J&K administration said. The
decision was taken to ensure safe
movement of security convoys
keeping in view the large movement of forces during the polls.

THE CONSTABLE, WHO
WAS HELD HOSTAGE BY
THE MOB, WAS
EVENTUALLY LET GO

Modi to address
rally in J&K’s
Kathua on April 11
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU:Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will address an election
rally in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kathua on Thursday, the day
when Jammu-Poonch parliamentary constituency goes to
poll.
Stating this at the BJP headquarters here, state BJP president Ravinder Raina asked the
party leaders to carry out thorough ground work for the various
arrangements in their own
supervision especially focusing
on traffic management, vehicular
movement, public convenience,
drinking water facility, toilet
facilities, parking of vehicles, and
decoration. Raina overlooked
arrangements for the smooth and
successful conduct of PM Modi’s
rally and also held a meeting with
senior colleagues after inspecting
the venue site.
“A threadbare discussion was
held with regard to necessary
arrangements for the rally of
Prime Minister,” he said.
Meanwhile, home minister
Rajnath Singh is also scheduled
to address three election rallies in
Jammu region on Monday.
The home minister will
address public rallies in Bhaderwah at 2.30pm, Suchetgarh in RS
Pura at 4pm and Marh at 5pm to
garner support for party candidates Jugal Kishore Sharma and
Jitendra Singh, a senior party
leader said. “The home minister
will arrive in Jammu on Monday
morning and fly to Bhaderwah
town to address an election rally
followed by two others in Suchetgarh and Marh,” he said.
He is scheduled to return to
Delhi on the same day.
With National Conference and
Peoples Democratic Party not
fielding candidates on two seats,
BJP and Congress will have a
direct fight.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

08

hindustantimes

H I N DUSTAN TI M ES , C H AN D I G AR H
S AT UR DAY, APRIL 06, 2019

election2019
‘BJPwillgetmorenumbersthanin2014’
tor and Modi a Maut ka Sudagaar
(merchant of death). It’s not that
we haven’t faced the brunt of abusive language, but these days its
become fashionable to twist comments and give lessons on the use
of courteous language.

HTINTERVIEW
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks to Shashi
Shekhar on a range of issues, including NDA’s
governance record, the economy, demonetisation,
opposition strategy and his party’s poll prospects
You complete five years as the Prime
Minister soon. How do you look back
to these years?
It had been a very satisfactory and
extremely good five years. My
experience in these five years
boosted my belief that there is no
reason why India should remain
in the category of developing
countries. We have all the capabilities to be a developed country.
When I came here, the situation
was much worse than what I
thought it would be. It was a terrible situation. I was new to this
place and I also had to understand
issues but as we started taking
decisions, several worrying
things came up. My long experience as chief minister helped me
to remain confident and I knew
that we would find ways, and we
did find ways.

Which are the three big achievements that give you satisfaction?
It would be difficult to restrict
myself to this. Earlier the government would beat its own drum
throughout the year over one or
two achievements. My case is
such that if you take any ministry,
any state or any development
work, you can see a new initiative.
There are so many achievements
and initiatives that to confine it to
just three would be an injustice to
other departments and my colleagues.

You made some promises when you
assumed charge. Now that your first
term is coming to an end, do you
think you have been able to complete
the work you set out to?
If everything gets completed then
I think that the world will come to
a halt. One should look for new
energy, ambitions and resolutions
to move ahead in life.

Do you think demonetisation
achieved its intended results?
I am quite happy about the outcome. It (black money) was a
blight that no one dared to touch.
Demonetisation might not suit
political arithmetic but it had to be

shortstories
TEJ PRATAP GETS
DEATH THREAT
PATNA: Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav’s elder
son Tej Pratap Yadav received a
death threat from an anonymous
person on his social media site,
whatsapp, the second time in one
week on Thursday. Two days back,
his personal assistant had received a call from an anonymous
person who threatened to kill Tej
Pratap. A police officer probing
the case, said on condition of
anonymity, “the message was
received around 10pm on Thursday from a whatsapp account.
The message sender identified
himself as RJD youth wing leader,
who had earlier threatened to
eliminate him by calling on his
personal assistant, Srijan Swaraj’s
number.”

Vivek Oberoi in BJP’s
star campaigner list
AHMEDABAD:Actor Vivek Oberoi
is going to be the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) star campaigner in Gujarat for Lok Sabha
and assembly by-polls scheduled
to be held on April 23. Gujarat
state unit announced his name,
along with 39 others on Friday.
”Oberoi is among the list of star
campaigner the party released
today. And, the party is yet to
chalk out the details on when,
how and where he will be campaigning’’, said the Gujarat BJP
media cell.

Rahul, Sonia Gandhi to file
nomination on April 10, 11
LUCKNOW:While Congress
president Rahul Gandhi will file
his nomination papers from
Amethi Lok Sabha seat on April 10,
his mother and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi will file hers from
Rae Bareli on April 11, said a
Congress leader. Lok Sabha MP
from Amethi, Rahul has already
filed his nomination papers from
Wayanad LS seat in Kerala.

Cops conduct searches
at TDP MP’s house
HYDERABAD:Andhra Pradesh
police on Friday raided the
residence of Telugu Desam
Party’s (TDP) Rajya Sabha member C M Ramesh in Kadapa district
on suspicion of hoarding cash.
“The police have no search
warrant nor have they shown any
evidence to defend their searches
in the house. When we asked
them, they said they were simply
following the instructions of the
higher-ups,” he said.

done in national interest. Our
steps against black money in the
last four-and-a-half years have
resulted in the recovery of
~1,30,000 crore, which has been
taxed. Properties worth Rs 50,000
crores have been seized. During
this period, Rs 6,900 crore of benami properties and assets in foreign shores worth ~1,600 crore
have been also seized. Nearly
3,38,000 shell companies have
been identified and deregistered.
Their directors have been disqualified. It’s also due to demonetisation that tax compliance has
almost doubled.

But demonetistion is being used
against you in this election.
They (the opposition parties) did it
earlier too — in Uttar Pradesh —
but they lost very badly.

One of the criticisms often voiced is
that demonetisation impacted
employment. What is it that the government is doing on employment
generation?
First of all, we have to understand
the way employment data is collected in our country. For many
years, we have been doing a sample survey and on its basis, a minimum assumption is made. Let’s
look at some facts -- this may or
may not suit some people.
For example, let’s take roads —
earlier roads were constructed,
but in the last five years, construction of roads has doubled.
Similarly, the work in railways
has doubled, electrification of rail
routes has gone up three times.
Has all this been possible without
employment ? Today, our country
has received the maximum foreign investment. The GDP growth
has remained stable, Inflation too
has come down. In the last five
years, 6 lakh new professionals
have joined the economy. These
professionals must have
employed some people.
New vehicles have come into
this country, so jobs for mechanics and drivers too must have been
generated. According to a CII

The Congress has made numerous
promises in its manifesto and you too
have taken a dig at them in your election speeches. What do you make of
the Congress manifesto?

report, 60 million people have got
jobs in medium and small enterprises. In the last two to three
years, 5.5 million new people have
enrolled for the government pension scheme. All these data suggests that compared to previous
years, employment has risen.
There are three aspects to
employment question — formal
employment, informal employment and symbolic (employment).
Let’s looks at formal employment.
According to EPFO and ESIC data,
we have created 1 million jobs
every month and 12 million jobs
every year. In the last 4 years, 5.5
million new subscribers have
joined NPS (the pension scheme).
Approximately, 10 million people
are benefitting from employment
generation programs.
NASSCOM report also shows
that employment in the IT sector
has grown. The formal sector
accounts for 15% of the total
employment.
Now, let’s look at the informal
sector, which accounts for 85% of
the employment in the country.
Our government has given loans
to 170 million people without any
bank guarantees. Of these people,
42.5 million people are those who
have taken loans for the first time.
In the last four years, tourists and
tourism in our country has grown
by 50%. Don’t you think that this
would have generated new jobs in
this sector? Lakhs of Jan Seva
Kendra are functioning across the
country, don’t you think employment must have been generated
here? India has become one of biggest start-up hubs globally. Is this
possible without employment.
West Bengal, Karnataka, Odisha
governments claim to have created new jobs, is this possible that

states are generating employment
but the Centre is not ?

Allegations are being made that the
data is fudged
People who make these allegations have done great harm to the
country. We have followed the
same system, same arrangements
and same methodology that has
been followed by previous governments. Just because the results
now are better, questions are
asked about the processes followed and integrity of institutions
are questioned.
If you lose an election, EVMs
[Electronic Voting Machine] are
blamed; if judgments are not to
your liking, impeachment proceedings are initiated against the
Chief justice of India; if the media
does not report according to your
liking, you call it sold out.
The IMF [International Monetary Fund] and World Bank have
accepted India’s growth story. The
world believes that India is the
fastest growing economy. If Modi
has to be opposed, oppose him, but
in the zeal to oppose Modi don’t
attack and devalue institutions
and India globally.

These days, it is seen that abusive
language has crept in electoral politics. Are political leaders at the top
making efforts to deal with it?
I don’t believe that this thing has
happened overnight. Just look at
the language of the people who
give lessons on the use of graceful
language. Look at the kind of
reports media files when Parliament is in session. They call the
house a battle field. What will you
say to comments of Sonia Gandhi
who called [former prime minister] Atal Bihari Vajypayee a trai-

Since [former prime minister
Jawaharlal] Nehru’s time, the
Congress has claimed poverty
eradication is their goal. However,
the Congress party has paid lip
service to it — Nehru used the slogan, then Indira Gandhi used it,
Rajiv Gandhi spoke about it, Sonia
Gandhi too said poverty eradication is their goal and now, her son
too speaks about poverty eradication. For five generations, the
Congress has used this slogan.
The Congress party has become
like the main protagonist in the
Ghajini movie. They do not
remember the promises they have
made in earlier manifestos.
The Congress has, in the past,
promised direct income and a high
minimum support price to farmers but they forgot it. Then they
promised electricity for every
household, that too is forgotten. In
2009, they promised broadband
connectivity in every village and
now in 2019, again they are repeating the same promise. Has the
Congress party in the last 72 years
even given 71 paise to the poor ?
The people of India know this very
well.

A section of the intellectuals in the
society has given a call to not vote for
you. How do you see this development?
I don’t know who these people are,
but there was definitely a section
of people which got the best of
everything under the previous
governments. They got awards,
respect, their children got scholarships and even studied in foreign countries.

The government has taken effective
action against Maoists in the northeast, but why could it not be as effective in Kashmir?
I do not agree that the condition in
Kashmir is not good. This is a
40-year-old problem and there
have been interruptions, but you
will see that only two, two-and-ahalf districts in Jammu, Ladakh
and Srinagar Valley are left where
the condition is not good. Local-

level elections were not held for
many years in the Srinagar Valley. Earlier governments were
obstructions. Right now, we have
conducted elections. Hundreds of
people were killed in panchayat
elections in West Bengal, but
there was no single incident in
Kashmir. Are conditions bad in
Bengal or in Kashmir?
In a way, rapid development is
taking place. The task to provide
electricity to every household has
been completed last month. These
days, several major decisions
have been taken under the governor’s regime these days.

is the burden to absolve his father
(Rajiv Gandhi) of his sins (a reference to the controversial Bofors
deal). That is why when George
Fernandes was there (as the
defence minister) they had raised
corruption in a defence deal. The
matter related to coffins. During
the UPA [United Progressive Alliance] government itself the matter ended in the court. You cannot
clear your father’s sins by leveling
false allegations.
If the country’s citizens repose
faith in you once again then what
will be the first thing that you are
going to do?
I have toured about 70-80%
states since elections were
announced. I have never seen
such a pro-incumbency wave during the Gujarat elections or in
2013-14. The wave I am seeing
today is bigger.
The way people are joining the
BJP, from all over, be it Odisha or
West Bengal, the wave is very
much visible. Our government
will indeed be formed. It is going to
be a full majority government.
The BJP will get more numbers
than earlier.
Not just the BJP, even the allies
of BJP will get more numbers than
before. And they will come from
each and every corner of India.
A glorious government will be
formed, and what will be the first
decision, or the second decision,
for that we shall meet again soon.

You adopted the principle of zero tolerance against terrorism. Do you
think that the narrative has changed
after Pulwama?
The whole world is fighting
against terrorism. Our effort is to
make terrorism a global agenda
and tell the world that Pakistan is
in the business of exporting terror
to India. Pulwama has convinced
the world that what India says is
right. Because of that, the entire
world supported us when the air
strikes were conducted.

Do you think that there is no possibility of dialogue with Pakistan and
talks will take place only on international forums?
See, when I was not even the PM, I
had not taken oath, I called the
Prime Minister of Pakistan to
attend the oath-taking ceremony,
only for the sake of our country.
After that I went to Lahore. Even
after that such things happened.
So, why does the world believe
me? The world has seen that Modi
has taken the initiative to shake
hands. The world trusts Modi.
Pakistan did try very hard, but I
put it in the dock.

There is a question not to the prime
minister but to the person that Narendra Modi is. You have grown
through several roles. How do you
see this journey?
It is the characteristic of a live
human being to evolve continuously. It should be in one’s nature
to accept new things, to lift yourself regularly. If I had worked here
with the mind-set of a chief minister, then it wouldn’t have worked.
After becoming the prime minister, if I hadn’t accepted the
thought that India can rise globally, then I wouldn’t have been
able to make India so popular in
the world. If I had not moved from
here, and remained in slumber
throughout, then I wouldn’t have
thought I could send a man to
space in Gaganyaan.
I am giving you an interview
but more than that, I am trying to
read the country through your
questions. I am continuously
evolving and wish the same for
everyone. Then there are certain
people who grow in age but don’t
evolve.

The Rafale deal has become controversial…
There is nothing controversial
about it. If the media of this country is unbiased, then it is its
responsibility to question the Congress on the issue of national security. The leader of the 125-year-old
Congress speaks without any
proof or basis. The Supreme Court
has said it and so have the CAG
[Comptroller and Auditor General], the French Parliament, the
French President, the company,
and the Indian government and
the Indian parliament. But he
(Rahul Gandhi) is levelling allegations and smirking.
There is a feeling of abhorrence
towards the army; secondly, there

AKHILESH RELEASES VISION DOCUMENT

SP vows new tax bracket for ultra-rich
Pankaj Jaiswal
n

pjaiswal@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW:Samajwadi Party (SP)

presidentAkhileshYadavonFriday released a so-called vision
documentforthe2019parliamentary polls, which indicated that
the SP’s alliance with one-time
arch rival Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) is seeking to turn the election into an upper caste versus
Dalitsandbackwardclasses contest.
Caste is a prominent element
ofthe 13-pagedocument, “Mahaparivartan through Social Justice”, which is essentially the
party manifesto. It promised to
work for the creation of an Ahir
armouredregimentintheIndian
Army and a ban on the manual
cleaning of toilets by Dalits.
Mahaparivartan is Hindi for
great transformation.
The national security section
of the document says: “We propose to raise an Ahir Armoured
RegimentandaGujaratInfantry
Regiment”.AhirsandYadavsare

n

Akhilesh Yadav

PTI

terms often used interchangeably and belong to the other backward classes (OBCs).
Unlike previous Samajwadi
Partymanifestosthathadadedicated section on “minorities/
Muslims”,thedocumentdoesnot
mention minorities or Muslims
evenonce.Whenasked,Akhilesh
Yadav said, “I am for Muslims.
We are for Muslims.”
Thedocument’sopeninglines
say the alliance between the SP,
BSP and the Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) “represents the most
oppressedsectionsofsociety.We
have alwaysbeen,andareproud
tocontinuetobethevoiceofmore
than half of our country... The

SC refuses stay
on electoral bonds
NEW DELHI : The Supreme Court

refusedtograndastayonthesale
of electoral bonds, allowing
anonymousdonationstopolitical
parties,but saiditwouldhearthe
issue atlengthonApril10. Italso
askedpetitionerswhohavechallengedtheelectoralbondscheme
to fileanappropriateapplication
seeking a stay.
AttorneygeneralKKVenugopal said electoral bonds have
been allowed to prevent flow of
black money into political funding. Duringabriefhearing,advocate Prashant Bhushan appearing for the NGO, Association of
Democratic
Reforms
(ADR),alleged that thousands of
crores of rupees were anonymously being given to political
parties through electoral bonds
and further claimed that 95% of
money donated through such
bonds went to the BJP.
Venugopal objected to
Bhushan’s submission and said

he was delivering an election
speech. “It’s election time”, CJI
Ranjan Gogoi joked.
The Election Commission of
India and the Central government havesubmittedtheirdivergentviewsontheissueinwriting
to the court. While the governmenthasjustifiedthebonds,saying it will promote transparency
in political funding, the EC has
said the changes made in the law
would have “serious repercussions”, making election funding
opaque, and, further, making
Indian elections vulnerable to
foreign interference. The ElectoralBondScheme,2018,wasnotified by the government in January 2018.
Earlier this week, the Centre
filedanaffidavitintheSCdefending the bonds. The affidavit said
thatthebondsarecertainlyaconcretestepinintroducingaccountability and transparency in the
entire election process.
HTC

privileged dismiss us as casteist...India is perhaps the most
unequal country in the world.
Therichhavebecomesuper-rich
— in fact, the richest 10% of the
population (uniformly upper
caste) owns more than 60% of
India’s wealth.”
Releasing the document at a
press conference, Akhilesh
Yadav demanded that a detailed
caste census be undertaken so
that people get to know which
caste makes up what proportion
of the population.
Thedocumentsaysthereis no
reason why the rich should get
richer,withoutgivingbackmore.
“We see no reason why someone
making crores of rupees should
paythesametaxrateasasalaried
employee.Weproposefinancing
social schemes by imposing an
additional2% taxon totalwealth
ofhouseholdsowningmorethan
~2.5 crore (about 0.1% of Indian
households). This works out to
1.1% of the GDP. We believe it is
also time to add a top income tax
bracket for the ultra-rich who

RALLY TRACKER

›

Around 15 days back, I
went to Varanasi
thinking the PM would have
met people... I was
surprised. He could not get
even five minutes to meet a
single family in Varanasi. He
went to Japan where he
hugged people, he went to
Pakistan and had
biryani... But
has anyone
seen him
hugging a
poor family
from Varanasi?

hidetheirincomeusingcomplex
structures. Doing so would
unlock an additional 1% of the
GDP.” The vision documents
says the government’s flagship
SwachhaBharatprogrammehad
instituted“a systematic abuse of
Dalits and lower-castes to clean
the country”.
“Symbolicgestureslikewashing their feet makes the problem
worse,notbetter..,”itsaid,referringtoPMModiwashingthefeet
ofsanitationworkers.“TheClean
India forrich,uppercastepeople
cannot be built by lower-caste
Indians. We believe that the
money spent on advertising
‘Clean India’ is better spent on
tools and infrastructure that
automate the cleaning of India.”
On being asked if Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati
would be the prime ministerial
candidate of the alliance, Akhilesh Yadav said Uttar Pradesh
had given several prime ministers to the country and he would
behappyifthe“new”primeminister came from the state.

WA R O F WO R D S

PRIYANKA GANDHI
VADRA, Congress
general secretary

Narendra Modi
Amit Shah
Rahul Gandhi
Priyanka Gandhi
Mamata Banaerjee
Mayawati

Dehradun
Uttarakhand

Saharanpur

Amroha

Uttar Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh

Ghaziabad

Dhubri

Uttar Pradesh

Wardha
Maharashtra

West Bengal

Nagpur

Morigaon

Maharashtra

Assam

Thoubal

Chandrapur

Manipur

Maharashtra

Changlang
Arunachal Pradesh

›

Give PM Modi another five
years, BJP will find out each
illegal migrant and throw them out
...Forget about people, even birds
won’t be able to enter.
AMIT SHAH, BJP chief

Yogi: Cong affected by
‘Muslim League virus’

JD(U) rejects Lalu claim that
Nitish wanted to leave NDA

HT Correspondent

Vijay Swaroop

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW/NEWDELHI:UttarPradesh

chief minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday dubbed the Muslim
League a virus and claimed the
Congress was affected by it,
promptingtheoppositionpartyto
retort that it was he who was a
virusthatwouldbeeradicatedin
theelection.Thetit-for-tatverbal
duel was sparked with a tweet
fromAdityanathadayafterCongresschiefRahulGandhifiledhis
nomination from Wayanad.
“Muslim League is a virus. If
someoneisaffectedbythisvirus,
hecannotsurviveandtodayCongress is affected by it. Think, if
they win what will happen? This
virus will spread in the entire
nation,”AdityanathsaidonTwitter.Thechiefministerwasapparently referring to the Indian
Union Muslim League (IUML),
which is a long-time member of

the Congress-led United DemocraticFrontinKerala,equatingit
with the pre-Partition Muslim
League. “In 1857, entire country
fought against Britishers with
Mangal Pandey, then this Muslim League virus came and
spread in such a way that the
country was divided. The same
threat is looming over the country again. Green flags are once
again furled. Congress is suffering from Muslim league virus,
remain alert,” Adityanath said.
Congress spokesperson Randeep Surjewala called the chief
minister“bhogi”(hedonistic)and
said the remarks were “completely intemperate”.
IUML Lok Sabha member PK
Kunhalikutty said, “his knowledge is poor and very soon this
statement will return to haunt
him.IUML is a secular party and
Yogi should not forget that there
are ‘green flags’ within the BJPled NDA also.”

n

vswaroop@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Pollstrategistturnedpoli-

ticianPrashantKishoronFriday
dismissed as “bogus” a reported
claim by Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) chief Lalu Prasad that
Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar had sent him feelers via
Kishor seeking to return to the
Opposition alliance in late 2017.
Reacting to excerpts from a
yet-to-be-releasedautobiography
ofPrasad,Kishor—nowtheJanata Dal (United) national vicepresident—tweeted:“Theclaims
made by Laluji as reported are
bogus. This is nothing but a poor
attempt[at]seekingrelevanceby
a leader whose best days are
behind him.
“Yes, we did meet many times
beforeIjoinedJD(U),butifIwere
totellwhatallwasdiscussedthen
hewouldbequiteembarrassed.”
Kishor, who had worked with

n

Lalu Prasad and Nitish Kumar

KumarandPrasadasastrategist
during the 2015 Bihar assembly
polls, also shared the excerpt
published in an English daily on
Friday. The excerpt quoted the
RJDchiefashavingsaid,“Kishor
seemedtoindicatethatifIwereto
assureinwritingmyparty’ssupporttotheJD(U),thelatterwould
pull out of the BJP alliance and
rejoin Mahagathbandhan (the
grand alliance).
Kumar had severed ties with
the grand alliance in July 2017,
lessthantwoyearsafterhispart-

nership with arch rival Prasad
and the Congress crushed the
NationalDemocraticAlliancein
the assembly polls.
Thechiefminister,apparently
embarrassed after his then deputy Tejashwi Yadav got
embroiled in a corruption scandal, stepped down in a sudden
move. But he was sworn in as
chief minister less than 24 hours
later as the BJP came forward
with support.
Tejashwi, now the Bihar
leader of Opposition, on Friday
backed Prasad’s claims. “Nitish
Kumar sent messages to my
father, to me and various Congress leaders with a slew of deals
withinsixmonthsofallyingwith
BJP. Does Kishor meet anyone
without an agenda?” he asked.
JD(U) spokesperson Rajiv
Ranjan said, “People read biopic
toknowthetruth.Butthisisturning out to be another bundle of
lies of Lalu,”
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election2019
PollhistorysuggestsMP
couldbeaclosecontest
ANALYSIS Without a Modi-wave, Congress and BJP remain close in terms of vote share
Roshan Kishore and Abhishek Jha
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: In 2014, the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) recorded its
bestperformanceinMadhyaPradesh.Itwon27ofthe29LokSabha
seatsinthestatewithavoteshare
of 54%. This victory came less
than a year after the 2013 assembly elections in the state, when
theBJPwonmorethan70%ofthe
seats with a vote share of 45%.
The 2018 assembly elections
brought bad news for the BJP. A
four percentage point decline in
its 2013 vote share brought the
BJP’s seat tally down to 109 from
165. The Congress increased its
seats from 58 to 114 with an
increaseinvotesharewhichwas
almost equal to the decline in the
BJP’s vote share.
Will the 2018 results have an
impact on the 2019 performance
oftheBJPandtheCongressinthe
Lok Sabha polls?
A simple extrapolation of 2018
assembly constituency (AC)
resultsgives atally of17 and12to
the BJP and the Congress. While
it doesjustice to the fact that BJP
gotfewer seatsthantheCongress
despite having a higher vote
share in 2018, it will still mean a
net loss of 10 seats for the former
compared to 2014.
HThaslookedatthehistorical
performance of the BJP and the
Congressinthestatesince1989to
checkwhetherassemblyelection
results have a bearing on Lok
Sabha results.
Regions which were carved
out of Madhya Pradesh to create
Chhattisgarhhavebeenexcluded
for the pre-2000 period from this
analysistoensurecompatibility.
Madhya Pradesh has seen
seven assembly elections and
eightLokSabhaelectionsduring
this period. Of these five Lok
Sabha elections took place less
than a year after the assembly
elections.
The corresponding assembly
andLok Sabha electionsare 1990

KEY TAKEAWAYS
n Simple extrapolation of

2018 assembly election
result shows BJP’s tally
decreasing from 27 in 2014
to 17.
n HT has analysed historical
BJP, Congress performance
in Madhya Pradesh to check
whether assembly election
results affect Lok Sabha
results.
n Since 1999, all Lok Sabha
elections in MP have been
held within a year of
assembly elections in the
state.
n In this period, if seat share
of BJP/INC decreased from
one assembly election to
next, it also decreased
between the Lok Sabha
elections that were held
within one year of the
assembly elections.
n Historical trends since 1989
also show that if vote share
difference between BJP and
Congress is low, the margin
of victory in individual seats
is low.
n Therefore, if there is no
wave like 2014, there could
be close contests in a
number of seats, upsetting
any seat predictions.

and 1991, 1998 and 1999, 2003 and
2004, 2008 and 2009 and 2013 and
2014. Among these, we exclude
the1998and1999electioncycleas
Madhya Pradesh had another
assembly election in 1993. In the
remainingfourperiods,thetrend
ofchangeinseatshareoftheBJP
and the Congress has been consistent.
Inotherwords,iftheBJP/Congress lost in terms of seat share
betweentwoassemblyelections,
their Lok Sabha seat share also
came down from earlier. So, statisticallyspeaking,thelikelihood
of the BJP retaining its 2014 per-

Will MP result resemble 2018?
When BJP, INC vote share difference is small,
constituency level contests become close.
CHART 1 Swing in seat share in assembly &

general elections
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Mahajan won’t fight polls
over BJP’s ‘indecisiveness’

›

BJP has not
announced its
candidate in Indore till date.
Why this situation of
indecision? It’s possible
that the party is hesitant in
taking a decision.

Ranjan
n

ranjan.srivastava@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Outgoing Lok Sabha

speaker Sumitra Mahajan, 76,
an eight time Member of Parliament, said on Friday that she
would not contest the upcoming
national polls, referring to
what she termed the indecisiveness of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leadership in naming a candidate for her constituency, Madhya Pradesh’s Indore,
which she has represented for
the past 30 years.
“Bharatiya Janata Party has
not announced its candidate in
Indore till date. Why this situation of indecision? It’s possible
that the party is hesitant in taking a decision,” Mahajan wrote
in an open letter released to the
media.
“However, I had discussed
with the seniors in the party
long back and had left the decision to them. It seems there is
still hesitation in their mind.
Therefore, I announce that I will
not contest Lok Sabha polls,
hence party can take its decision
without any hesitation and with
a free mind.”
Mahajan turns 76 years old on
April 12, a day after the first
phase of polling. BJP president
Amit Shah has been quoted saying in an interview to the magazine The Week that the BJP has
decided not to field candidates
aged above 75 years.
The decision led to veteran
BJP leaders like LK Advani, 91,
and MM Joshi, 85, being omitted

SUMITRA MAHAJAN,
outgoing Lok Sabha speaker

from its candidates’ lists.
Mahajan’s letter was
released a day after Advani
wrote a blog expressing
“sincere gratitude” to the people of Gandhinagar, the city
from where he has been elected
to the Lok Sabha six times since
1991. In the blog, he spelled out
the BJP’s concept of nationalism, saying it never regarded
those who disagreed with it
politically as “anti-national”
and always respected the “freedom of choice of every citizen at
personal as well as political
level.” Mahajan is the first
woman MP to win eight polls to
the Lok Sabha. Before she set
the record, CPI’s Geeta Mukherjee won Bengal’s Panskura LS
seat seven times between 1980
and 2000.
The BJP has announced candidates for 18 out of 29 Lok
Sabha seats in the state and is
yet to take a call on Bhopal, Vidisha and Indore.
Vidisha is being represented

by external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj, who has
already expressed her unwillingness to contest polls on
health grounds.
The party seems to be reluctant to repeat sitting MP from
Bhopal, Alok Sanjar, against
Congress’s Digvijaya Singh,
whose
candidacy
was
announced on March 24.
State BJP chief spokesperson
Deepak Vijayvargiya said, “It’s
a decision of central election
committee of the party as to who
will contest from which seat. As
far as Sumitra ji’s letter is concerned, leaders are free to
express their views.”
State Congress spokesperson
Pankaj Chaturvedi said, “The
feeling that Sumitra Mahajan
has expressed is the feeling of a
number of senior BJP leaders
...The BJP is in the grip of a few
hands and all other party leaders and workers are feeling suffocated.”
(With agency inputs)
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Oppn attacks BJP
over Advani’s blog
NEWDELHI: TheOppositiononFri-

day accused the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of ignoring its
founding-members and said a
blogwrittenbypartyveteranLK
Advaniadayearlierwasa“stinging” criticism of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP chief
Amit Shah’s brand of “demeaning politics”.
In a blog post titled “Nation
First, Party Next, Self Last”, the
91-year-old Advani said the BJP
had “never regarded those who
disagreewithuspoliticallyasour
enemies”andthat theBJP’s concept of Indian nationalism never
considered those who disagreed
with it politically as “anti-national”.
“BJP talks of Hinduism. In
Hinduism,guruissupreme. Who
isModi’sguru?Advani.Modijust
kicked Advani out,” Congress
chiefRahulGandhisaidatarally
in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur.
Advani was denied a ticket
from Gandhinagar for the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, in his blog post
expressed “sincere gratitude” to
thepeopleofthecity,fromwhere
he has been elected six times.
“Advani’sremarks intheblog
reflected his anguish...For Modi
andShah, it is self firstandcountry last,” Telugu Desam Party
president and Andhra Pradesh
chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu said in Vijayawada.
The BJP on Friday said that
theviewsexpressedbyAdvaniin
hisbloghavealways beenitspolicy.“What Advani jihas saidhas
been the BJP’s clear policy. We
neverconsidered(rivals)anti-nationals...,” senior party leader
Arun Jaitley told reporters.HTC
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EC transfers Andhra
chief secy for defiance
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formanceinthestatein2019hasa
low probability.
See Chart 1: Swing in seat
shareinassembly&generalelections
Thistrenddoesnotholdforthe
changeinseatsharebetween1990
and 1993 assembly elections and
1991 and 1996 Lok Sabha elec-

HYDERABAD:
Source: TCPD

tions, when there was a threeyear gap between assembly and
Lok Sabha polls.
Another important fact about
the2018assemblyelectionsisthat
the Congress’s performance in
2018 is among its best ever in
terms of vote share in assembly
elections since 1990.

The Election
Commission of India on Friday
night transferred Andhra
Pradesh chief secretary Anil
Chandra Punetha, just five days
before the Lok Sabha polls
in the state — a move that has
been severely criticised by Telugu Desam Party president and
chief minister N Chandrababu
Naidu .
According to EC orders, senior IAS officer of 1983 batch, LV

Subrahmanyam will take over
as the new chief secretary.
Subrahmanyam, currently special chief secretary of youth services and culture department,
will assume charge on Saturday.
The Election Commission
ordered that Punetha, a 1984batch IAS officer, keep himself
out of the election-related duties
until the entire poll process is
HTC
completed on May 23.

RAIL COACH FACTORY ,
KAPURTHALA
NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF TENDER
Tender No.: RCF/CE/WA/6/E-Open Tender Notice/19-20 Dated: 03.04.2019
PCE/RCF acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites E-Tenders
on website www.ireps.gov.in closing date 10/05/2019 at 11:00 a.m. Bidders will
be able to submit their original/revised bids upto closing date and time only.
Manual offers are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer
received shall be ignored. Contractors are allowed to make payments against
this tender towards tender document cost and earnest money only through
online payment modes available on IREPS portal. Manual payments through
Demand draft Banker's cheque, Deposit receipts, FDR etc. are not allowed.
NIT HEADER: Contract Type : Works Tenders No.: RCF-CE-WA-EOT-0119-20 Name of Works : Annual Maintenance of Toro/Tru Turf Equipments
Date of opening : 10:05.2019 at 11.05 a.m. Tender Closing Date & Time :
10.05.2019 at 11:00 a.m. Bidding Start Date : 26.04.2019 Advertised Value:
Rs.3,56,207.00 Validity of offer: 45 days Bidding Style: Single rate for each
Schedule Period of Completion : 12 Months Earnest Money : Rs.7,200.00
Tender Document cost : Rs.1,180.00
Note:- Credentials/documents received from the tenderer after opening of the
tenders shall not be given cognizance.
T.No.: G-122-01/Civil/002/2019-20
Dy. Chief Engineer
for and on behalf of the President of India
Dated: 05.04.2019
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shortstories
7 DEAD, 2 INJURED
AS TRUCK HITS
HUT IN BIHAR
BEGUSARAI: Seven persons
including a minor girl were killed
and two others injured when a
speeding truck rammed into a
roadside hut in Begusarai district
of Bihar on Friday, police said. The
driver of a wheat laden truck lost
control over the vehicle and it
rammed into the hut near Koriya
Nav Toliya on Begusarai-Rosera
SH 55, the police said, adding all
seven persons died on the spot.
The injured persons have been
rushed to a hospital in Begusarai
town, they said. The truck driver
and cleaner managed to escape
from the spot, sources said. The
District Magistrate Rahul Kumar
handed the next of kin of the
deceased a cheque for ~4 lakh as
ex-gratia.

Dog tries to take stillborn
from Rajasthan hospital
BARMER: A stray dog allegedly
tried to take away the body of a
stillborn baby from a government
hospital in Barmer district of
Rajasthan, doctors said Friday.
The child’s mother was undergoing treatment at the hospital
after delivering the baby prematurely on the way to the community health centre in Chohtan,
they said. “We took the mother in
and handed over the stillborn
baby to the two men who had
brought the woman to the
hospital,” doctors said. Later, the
hospital staff saw a dog taking
the body away. “The staff shooed
the dog away,” said Chohtan block
chief medical and health officer
(BCMHO) Dr Ritesh Sankhla. “We
have spoken to the family, who
said it was negligence on their
part because they failed to look
after the body,” he added.

Indian-origin newsagent
killed in London; 1 charged
LONDON: Scotland Yard on Friday
charged one man in connection
with the murder of newsagent
Ravi Katharkamar in the London
suburb of Pinner. Katharkamar, 54,
was stabbed to death on March
24. A passerby had found him
inside the shop. The London
Ambulance Service pronounced
him dead on the spot. The police
said: “Alexander Stephen Gunn, 31
(21.10.87) of no fixed abode was
charged on Thursday, 4 April with
the murder of 54-year-old Ravi
Katharkamar. He was also charged
with robbery”. Detective chief
inspector Simon Stancombe said:
“This was a vicious and unwarranted attack on a completely
innocent man.”

Police: Suspected flying
object seen in Jaipur
JAIPUR: A suspected flying object
was seen hovering over the Jaipur
Military Station here on the night
of April 2 after which an investigation was launched, officials
said. “It is not clear what this
object was. The local police were
informed by the Army,” Additional
Commissioner of Police, Jaipur,
Ajay Pal Lamba said. He refused to
divulge further details.

Anwar Haleem appointed
India’s envoy to Jordan
NEW DELHI: Anwar Haleem has
been appointed as India’s ambassador to Jordan and is expected to
take up the assignment shortly,
the external affairs ministry has
announced in a statement.
Haleem is currently joint secretary
in the National Defence College.
He has served at Indian missions
in Egypt, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia, and has experience of
working in different divisions of
the ministry. Fluent in Arabic, he
has also served with the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations
(ICCR) and Indian Council of World
Affairs (ICWA), the ministry said.

A CONTINGENCY PLAN IS PUT IN PLACE (IN JAMMU & KASHMIR)
FOR THE COMING ELECTIONS TO DEAL WITH ANY EVENTUALITY.

> SHAILENDRA KUMAR, J&K chief electoral officer

On Afghan peace tour, US
envoy again skips India
TALIBAN TALKS US calls the tour part of overall effort to facilitate peace process
Rezaul H Laskar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The US special repre-

sentative for Afghanistan reconciliation, Zalmay Khalilzad, has
again skipped India during a multi-nation tour to brief leaders
about his talks with the Taliban,
creating an impression in some
quarters that he is keeping New
Delhi out of the loop.
Khalilzad recently held a marathon round of talks with the Taliban leadership in Qatar, during
which the two sides finalised a
draft agreement on US troop
withdrawal and assurances that
Afghan soil would not be used by
any terror group.
On Friday, Khalilzad met Pakistan foreign secretary Tehmina
Janjua and foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi.
During his tour, from March 25
to April 10, Khalilzad is travelling
to Afghanistan, the UK, Belgium,
Pakistan, Uzbekistan, Jordan
and Qatar. The US state department said this is “part of the overall effort to facilitate a peace process that brings all Afghan parties

n

Pak foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi (left) meets US envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad in Islamabad on Friday. PAK FOREIGN OFFICE VIA AP

together in inclusive intra-Afghan negotiations”.
During his last multi-nation
tour in February, Khalilzad
visited Belgium, Germany, Turkey, Qatar, Afghanistan and Pakistan. He visited India for two
days in January and met external
affairs minister Sushma Swaraj.
There has been no official
response from New Delhi to Khalilzad’s recent tours.
However, India has conveyed
to the US that any possible deal
with the Taliban should not alter

the fundamental structure of the
Afghan Constitution or erode the
gains made over the past 17 years,
especially in terms of the country’s democratic set-up and
rights of groups such as women
and minorities, people familiar
with developments said.
In some quarters of New Delhi
and Kabul, Khalilzad is perceived
to be aligning himself closely
with Pakistan on the talks with
the Taliban. During stopovers on
his recent tours, he has also held
meetings with his counterparts

PAK PARTIALLY
OPENS AIRSPACE
FOR AIR INDIA

‘GOODWILL GESTURE’

Faizan Haidar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Friday

n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : Pakistan’s civil avia-

tion authority has partially
opened its airspace from India
allowing Air India’s US and
Europe bound flights to fly over
it, saving 15 minutes, two officials
familiar with the matter said on
condition of anonymity. The airspace has also been opened up for
international airlines. The move
will help the airlines save cost.
Pakistan opened its airspace in
phases in March after closing it
following the Indian airstrike on
a terror camp in Pakistan on February 26. However, flights originating or terminating in India
were not allowed to use it. An
incident involving a SpiceJet
cargo aircraft earlier this week
revealed that no Indian-registered aircraft was being allowed
to overfly Pakistan.
“We received a NOTAM
(notice to airmen) on Thursday
evening and on Friday morning
some of the flights have used Pakistan airspace from Ahmedabad.
If more routes are opened in coming days, we will save lot of money
on fuel,” said an Air India official.
AI has been spending about ~15
lakh extra per flight to the US and
Europe due to extra flying time.
The closure also led to a sharp
increase in fares — by 40-50%.
“There is a feeling that tensions have reduced substantially
and that is why we have opened
one route... more routes will be
opened,” said a Pakistan government official.
“In times to come, we hope better sense prevails in both India
and Pakistan because the first
causality in such war-like scenario is airline business...,” said
Mark Martin, CEO of a Dubai
based Martin consulting.

from China and Russia.
Former ambassador Rajiv
Bhatia, who is a distinguished fellow in the foreign policy studies
programme at Gateway House,
said the US appeared to be still
defining its policy for Afghanistan. “The US wants a withdrawal and will get it too, but to
what extent such a withdrawal
promotes their interests remains
to be seen. The US will be
accountable to history,” he said.
The response in India to the
latest developments in the talks
between the US and the Taliban
has ranged between “utter
despair and quiet confidence,
because of the belief in New Delhi
that things can’t all go wrong”,
Bhatia said. “But we have to be
humble at this stage when there is
a lot of churning going on – especially because we have some soft
power in Afghanistan but we lack
hard power assets,” he added.
“Pakistan stands to make
short-term gains but the faultlines in Afghanistan are bound to
re-emerge because the Afghans
will want a sovereign, independent nation and not be a colony.”

360 Indian prisoners to be freed
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

announced that it would release
360 Indian prisoners, mostly fishermen, this month in four phases
as a “goodwill gesture” amid tensions between the two countries
after the February 14 Pulwama
terror attack.
The prisoners, including 355
fishermen and five civilians, will
be released in three batches of 100
each on April 8, 15 and 22 and one
batch of 60 — 55 fishermen and
five civilians — on April 29, foreign office spokesperson Mohammad Faisal said at a press meet.

“We are doing it as goodwill
gesture and hope that India will
reciprocate it,” Faisal said. The
fishermen will be taken from
Karachi to Lahore and handed
over to Indian officials at the
Wagah border.
“Pakistan expects that India
will reciprocate the gesture to
release 347 Pakistani prisoners,
including 249 civilians and 98
fishermen, currently languishing in Indian jails,” he added.
On Tuesday, India had called
on Pakistan to release and repatriate 400 Indian prisoners,
including some who were still in
jail despite having completed
sentences four to five years ago.

New Delhi also sought consular access to five civilian prisoners, including former naval officer Kulbhushan Jadhav, whom
its officials have been unable to
meet despite repeated requests.
Jadhav was sentenced to death by
a Pakistani military court after
being arrested on charges of spying and subversive activities in
2016.
Faisal also expressed disappointment over India’s decision
to postpone the Kartarpur meeting scheduled for April 2 and said
talks were vital to finalize the
modalities to open the corridor
before the 550th anniversary of
Guru Nanak in November.

Centre considers
health insurance
standardisation
Rhythma Kaul
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government has
decided to standardise health
insurance across the public and
private sectors, seeking to reinforce the medicare system and
ensure that claims are settled in
no more than 30 days.
The National Health Authority (NHA), the implementing central agency for the Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojna (AB-PMJAY), and
the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) are collaborating to
develop common claims and
information technology systems,
codify disease treatment packages and improve overall standards in health insurance.
Hindustan Times has accessed
the minutes of the first meeting of
the IRDAI and NHA joint working group held last month to discuss network hospital management, data standards and
exchange of data sets among
agencies, fraud and abuse control, and electronic health
exchange information systems
for claims.
“Health insurance has been
one of the neglected areas and a
small piece of the overall insurance sector, what we are aiming
at is to make it a substantial part
of the insurance sector. We are a
new player and are working with
IRDAI to have certain standards
in place that can be followed uniformly,” said Indu Bhushan,
CEO, Ayushman Bharat.
AB-PMJAY, launched in September last year, provides an
annual hospitalisation cover of
Rs 5 lakh to around 100 million
families in at least 16,000 empanelled hospitals. It is billed as the
world’s largest public health
insurance programme.
Dr Dinesh Arora, deputy CEO,
NHA, added, “At the moment,
there are information gaps in
terms of what diseases are being
covered under various insurance
schemes, how much is covered,
etc. We will prepare a compre-

hensive report, putting together
everything.
“There will be a national
benchmark for settling claims in
15-30 days, international coding
for each disease, unique ID of
each hospital, common standard
protocol documentation etc. that
will eventually lead to developing
gold standards in quality.”
The group will work on defining hospital infrastructure and
facility audits to understand the
capacity of hospitals and availability of specialists, developing a
road map for a common list of verified hospitals across schemes for
the entire industry.
As part of the collaboration,
comparative studies of packages
and their rates will be undertaken and existing data formats of
PMJAY will be customised to
align them with IRDAI formats.
“The broad idea is to ensure that
health insurance schemes work
for the benefit of patients and are
also sustainable for insurance
companies,” said Subhash C
Khuntia, chairman, IRDAI.
Fraud and abuse control is one
of the key areas that the partnership will focus on. The team will
put together a standard reporting
format for fraud and abuse to be
used across industry and government schemes. There will be a
repository of fraudulent transactions, modus operandi and entities, standards for field verification and investigation, and
“name and shame” guidelines,
among other measures. The
report will be submitted to the
NHA CEO within three months
and will be the basis for developing a common health insurance
system across the country.
Insurance providers welcomed the move. “There was a
need for something like this as it
will bring uniformity in the sector. Currently, people are offering various products with several
frills attached that can confuse a
customer. This standardization is
much required,” said Bhaskar
Nerurkar, head - health administration team, Bajaj Allianz General Insurance.

In National Herald
case, top court
stays HC’s eviction
order against AJL
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Court put

on hold eviction proceedings initiated against Associated Journals Limited (AJL), publisher of
National Herald, staying the
Delhi high court order evicting
occupants of the Capital’s Herald
House building. It also issued
notice to the Land and Development Office on AJL’s appeal.
A bench led by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi noted that the question that needs to be determined
in the case is whether transfer of
shares from one company to
another would amount to violation of the land lease rights. It
brushed aside the objections
raised by the L&DO and stayed
the HC’s February 28 verdict that
dismissed AJL’s plea to restrain
the department from taking any
“coercive steps” on the vacation
of the premises.
In its orders, the HC upheld a
single judge bench’s view that the
entire transaction of transferring
the shares of AJL to Young India
(YI) was nothing but a clandestine and surreptitious transfer of
the lucrative interest in the premises to Young India. It was found
that by transfer of AJL’s 99%
shares to YI, the beneficial interest of AJL’s property worth
~413.40 crore was “clandestinely” transferred to YI, in which
Congress President Rahul Gandhi and UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi are shareholders.
AJL wants SC to set aside the
Centre’s October 30, 2018 order
ending its 56-year-old lease and
asking it to vacate the premises.
Cancellation of the lease is on the
grounds that no printing or publishing activity was going on and
building was used for commercial purposes. “I am happy that
the SC has issued a notice and
given an interim stay. Our principal submission was that two relevant clauses of lease deed had
been deliberately misapplied to
evict AJL. Prima facie, the court
has accepted our appeal,” said
senior advocate and Congress
leader Abhishek Singhvi.

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, wife reach Govt revokes security
$35 billion divorce deal, biggest in history of 919 people in J&K
Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK: Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos and his ex-wife, MacKenzie, finalised the biggest divorce
settlement in history on Thursday, leaving him with 75% of their
stock in the tech giant and giving
her nearly $36 billion in shares.
MacKenzie Bezos said she
would give all of her stake in The
Washington Post and the space
exploration firm Blue Origin to
her ex-husband — the world’s
richest man — as well as voting
control of her remaining Amazon
stock.
Jeff Bezos, 55, and MacKenzie,
48, a novelist, married in 1993 and
have four children. Jeff Bezos
founded Amazon in their garage
in 1994. Amazon, which has a
market capitalisation of some
$890 billion, said MacKenzie will
control 4% of the company’s
stock.At Amazon’s current share

n

The settlement makes MacKenzie Bezos the third wealthiest
REUTERS
woman in the world.

price that would be worth some
$35.6 billion. According to Forbes
magazine, the divorce settlement
makes MacKenzie Bezos the third
wealthiest woman in the world
after L’Oreal heiress Francoise
Bettencourt Meyers and Walmart’s Alice Walton.
Jeff Bezos, who now owns 12%
of Amazon, remains the world’s
richest man and the largest

shareholder in the company with
an estimated fortune of $110 billion, Forbes said, ahead of Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates and
Berkshire Hathaway chairman
Warren Buffett.
Jeff and MacKenzie Bezos
announced their separation in
January and posted Twitter messages on Thursday revealing the
divorce settlement. “Grateful to

have finished the process of dissolving my marriage with Jeff
with support from each other and
everyone who reached out to us in
kindness,” MacKenzie Bezos
wrote. “Happy to be giving him all
of my interests in the Washington
Post and Blue Origin, and 75% of
our Amazon stock plus voting
control of my shares to support
his continued contributions with
the teams of these incredible companies,” MacKenzie Bezos said.
Jeff Bezos, in a Twitter message of his own, said his now
ex-wife has been “an extraordinary partner, ally, and mother.”
“She is resourceful and brilliant and loving, and as our
futures unroll, I know I’ll always
be learning from her,” he said.
“I’m grateful for her support
and for her kindness in this process and am very much looking
forward to our new relationship
as friends and co-parents,” Bezos
added.

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The security cover of

919 “undeserving persons” was
withdrawn in Jammu and Kashmir since Governor’s Rule was
imposed in the state on June 20
last year, according to the home
ministry. This has freed 2,768
police personnel and 389 vehicles
for election-related or other
duties, a ministry officer said on
condition of anonymity.
The list of persons whose security was withdrawn includes 22
separatist leaders which, a ministry officer said, was a clear message to those involved in “anti-national activities”. In the wake of
the Pulwama attack on February
14, the security of 155 leaders in
the state was withdrawn.
The move followed the tough
stand taken by the home ministry
on inappropriate usage of scarce
police resources in J&K. It was

observed that many undeserving
persons managed to get security
cover, resulting in a lack of police
resources for the public.
“[Thus), the Jammu and Kashmir government has withdrawn
security cover of 919 undeserving
persons since the state has come
under Governor’s Rule on June
20, 2018, thereby freeing 2,768
police personnel and 389 vehicles,” the officer cited above said.
J&K Congress chief Ghulam
Ahmad Mir said the move “looks
like a conspiracy to hamper our
poll campaign...” Peoples Democratic Party election in-charge
Naeem Akhtar alleged it was
“nothing but a move to demoralise PDP workers and limit their
party activities”. National Conference leader Omar Abdullah
said “this decision is all the more
bizarre” considering the administration cited “the security environment to refuse to conduct
assembly elections”.

S EC U R I T Y O N T R AC K S

2nd PSU gets govt nod
2 inmates injured in Trooper killed in
Cameras
installed
on
Vande
Bharat
Chhattisgarh
to make oxytocin drug
Srinagar
jail
clashes
gun battle
to identify people pelting stones
Rhythma Kaul
n
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NEW DELHI: The government has

given a second public sector unit
(PSU) the permission to manufacture the drug oxytocin, the
medical uses of which include
inducing labour and reducing
childbirth-related complications.
From September 1 last year,
the production of the drug was
restricted to one PSU — Karnataka Antibiotics and Pharmaceuticals Limited — to check
rampant misuse, primarily in
the dairy sector.
Chennai-based HLL Biotech
Limited, a subsidiary of HLL Lifecare Limited, under the Union
ministry of health and family
welfare, has become the second
company that can manufacture
oxytocin.
“HBL has been identified as
the alternative company and
directed to start production of
oxytocin,” a senior health ministry official confirmed on condition of anonymity.
In April last year, the Union
health ministry had issued an
order to regulate and restrict
oxytocin manufacture, sale and
distribution based on recom-

mendations made by the Drugs
Technical Advisory Board, a
statutory body under the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, 1940.
The board had recommended
that oxytocin formulations for
human use should be regulated
and restricted to be supplied only
to registered hospitals and clinics in the public and private sectors.
The point was to prevent its
misuse in extracting milk from
milch animals, leading to harmful effects on humans and livestock.
Fearing shortage of the drug,
a case was filed in the Delhi high
court last year seeking a stay on
the restrictions imposed by the
health ministry.
“The court made a few observations in the matter, saying
only one company producing the
drug could lead to shortage if the
company had to shut operations
suddenly due to some emergency, and that KAPL Ltd has
also been approved for disinvestment by the Union cabinet,
which means it could be sold off
any time, among other things.
So, the government decided to
allow one more company to produce the drug,” said the health
ministry official quoted above.

Ashiq Hussain
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SRINAGAR: Two inmates were
NEW DELHI: Indian Railways
has installed cameras on the
exterior of Vande Bharat
Express — also known as
Train 18 — to detect and curb
stone-pelting incidents and
prevent damage to the country’s first semi-high speed
train, two officials familiar
with the matter said..
The railways has recorded
at least a dozen stone-pelting
incidents since the train
started its commercial operations in February. As many
as 12 window glasses have
been replaced so far, the officials said.
Last month, the railways
installed four cameras — two
each on the front and rear
ends— on the engineless
train that runs between Varanasi and Delhi. “On March
17, another incident of stonepelting happened and we took
help of camera. The cameras
helped us identify the area
from where stones had
come...,” said Arun Kumar,

n

At least a dozen stone-pelting incidents have been recorded
since Vande Bharat’s operations began in February.
PTI FILE

director general of Railway
Protection Force (RPF), an
armed force entrusted with
protecting passengers and
railway properties.
The train, which runs on
electric traction, was flagged
off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on February 15. The
railways are also planning to
cover the glass windows with
polycarbonate sheets to
avoid injury to passengers in
case of stone-pelting.
On February 22, the train’s
aerodynamic nose, which is
made of steel with a fibre
cover on it, was damaged

severely and had to be
replaced after a bull hit it
from the front. A day later,
the driver’s windscreen and
windows of some coaches
were damaged after flying
ballast hit it.
The railways had earlier
tried counselling locals and
distributing chocolates
among slum children to dissuade them from pelting
stones. S Mani, former general manager of Chennaibased Integral Coach Factory, where the train was
built, said, fencing along
tracks is the best solution.

injured in high security Central
Jail here after police took action
against ‘rioting’ prisoners allegedly resisting restoration of some
barracks and attempting to break
open, officials said on Friday.
Police and jail officials said
some inmates indulged in rioting
and arson on Thursday evening
leading to a standoff with prison
staff and later clashes with police.
“It was a law and order issue and
police had to be called in,” said
senior superintendent of Central
Jail Srinagar, Mukesh Kumar
refusing to share further details.
According to district officials,
the inmates feared being shifted
outside the Valley after they were
moved out of their barracks for
some renovation.
A senior police officer said
they intervened after request
from jail and district authorities
following attempts of “rioting and
arson” by some inmates. The
officer added that they had to lob
teargas and fire pellets to control
the inmates. “There was large
scale damage to prison property...Two inmates were injured

in police action. A case of rioting,
violence and arson was also
filed,” a senior police officer said.
Director General of Police, Dilbag Singh, who is also DG (prisons) , did not attend calls despite
repeated attempts. He held a
meeting in Jammu.
A spokesperson of district
administration issued a statement saying the inmates attacked
jail premises and damaged vital
infrastructure while attempting
to break-open the jail gates.
“The situation turned volatile
as the inmates used inflammables [LPG cylinders from the
common mess ] to attack and
damage the security grid of the
central jail. More than 400
inmates from 10 barracks in the
central area of jail broke open the
internal gates and gathered to
carry out damage to the entry/
exit points in an attempt to
escape,” the statement said.
The relatives of the inmates
demanded to meet them and gathered outside the jail. Mehmooda,
relative of one of the inmates,
said that jail authorities should
explain why they needed to
demolish barracks at night.
“...Who demolishes barracks at
9:30 in night? This is injustice...”

RAIPUR: A Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) trooper was killed
on Friday and another injured in
a gun battle with the Maoists in
Chhattisgarh’s Dhamtari
area, the paramilitary force said.
This comes a day ahead of
Prime Minister’s scheduled visit
to the neighbouring Balod
district.
Head Constable Harish Chandra Pal, 44, a resident of Bhopal
and Constable Sudhir Kumar
were evacuated to a city hospital.
During the operation, Pal succumbed to injuries, a CRPF
statement said. Kumar is, however, said to be stable.
“The encounter took place in
the wee hours deep inside the
forest near Chameda village in
Dhamtari district when a joint
team of CRPF’s 211 battalion and
District Force (DF) was out on an
anti-Naxal operation when the
insurgents opened fire,” said
Sunderraj P, DIG Anti-Naxal
operation.
This is the second attack in
last two days. Maoists attacked
the security forces on Thursday
when four BSF personnel were
killed and two others were
injured in Kanker district. HTC
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Govt misusing ED, never
named any person: Michel
NEW DELHI: A day after the
Enforcement Directorate filed a
supplementary charge sheet in
the AgustaWestland case, stating that Christian Michel had
identified the AP in the documents related to the case as Congress leader Ahmed Patel and
FAM as family, the Briton told
the special CBI court through
his lawyer that he “never
named anyone” during his questioning. Patel was not named as
an accused in the charge sheet,
though.
In a plea filed before the
court, he also accused ED of
sensationalizing the entire case

movie review

by leaking the charge sheet to
the media even before the court
could take cognizance of it.
Michel’s lawyer Aljo K
Joseph told special CBI judge
Arvind Kumar that ED prosecutors declined to give his client
and him a copy of the charge
sheet because the court was yet
to take cognizance of it.
However, it was “clandestinely provided” to the media to
sensationalize the issue, he
added.
“ED is not interested in a fair
trial in a court of law and only
wants a trial by media,” and that
it is making a mockery of the
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BJP, Cong trade barbs on Agusta case charge sheet
DEHRADUN/NEWDELHI: Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi fired new
salvo against the Congress on
Friday, claiming that suspected

principal middleman in
AugustaWestland helicopter
deal, Christian Michel, had
named senior party leaders,

including the Gandhi family,
among the people to whom he
had paid bribes to secure ₹3,600
crore deal for the company. The

Cong dismissed charge sheet as
a “heap election stunt” and filed
a complaint with the Election
Commission against BJP for

making allegations. Michel told
a court that he had not given any
names to ED that filed charge
sheet in case on Thursday. HTC

judicial process “resulting in
complete travesty of justice,” he
submitted. He alleged that the
government is using the agency
and other investigating agencies “for political purpose”.
In the charge sheet filed on
Thursday, ED named three people and companies including
David Syms, a long time business partner of Michel.
The charge sheet alleges that
bribes were paid to “middlemen”, politicians, defence officers and bureaucrats when
India agreed to buy 12 VVIP
choppers from Anglo-Italian
HTC
firm AgustaWestland.
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ABROAD SPECTRUM

RASHID IRANI

FIGHTING WITH
MY FAMILY
Direction: Stephen
Merchant
Actors: Florence Pugh,
Jack Lowden
Rating:

n

All in all, Fighting With My Family is a pleasant surprise.

An underdog story

T

his is one of those
incredible true-life
sports-hero stories.
Fighting With My
Family dramatises the ascent
to wrestling superstardom of
the natural-born grappler
known to fans as Paige (Florence Pugh).
Born into a wrestling-obsessed family (parents played
by Lena Headey and Nick
Frost; elder brother by Jack
Lowden), Paige makes her
ring debut in her hometown
of Norwich, England, at the
age of 13.
The siblings eventually
get invited to audition for the
WWE training programme.
She makes the cut but he
doesn’t. So Paige heads to
Florida to train. Back home,

the brother struggles to come
to terms with being left
behind, while continuing to
encourage her to pursue her
wrestling career and bring
glory to their family.

This is the first solo directorial feature for British TV
veteran Stephen Merchant
(The Office) and he invests
the underdog story with a
winning mix of humour and
drama. He also displays a
canny knack for casting. The
ensemble cast, including
Vince Vaughn as the
no-nonsense coach, is uniformly impressive, and
Pugh just effortlessly steals
the show.Dwayne Johnson,
who has also co-produced
the film, cameos in a couple
of scenes in his wrestling
avatar of The Rock.
All in all, Fighting With
My Family is a pleasant surprise. I recommend it for
fans of wrestling and
non-fans alike.

frompageone

F-16
“It is possible that in the heat of
combat, Varthaman, flying a
vintage MiG-21 Bison, got a lock
on the Pakistani F-16, fired, and
genuinely believed he scored a
hit. But the count, conducted by
US authorities on the ground in
Pakistan, sheds doubt on New
Delhi’s version of events, suggesting that Indian authorities
may have misled the international community about what
happened that day,” Foreign Policy said. The IAF denied this.
“During the aerial engagement
that followed (the interception of
PAF jets by Indian fighters), one
MiG-21 Bison of the IAF shot
down an F-16 in Nowshera sector,” said IAF assistant chief of
air staff operations (space) Air
Vice
Marshal
RGK

Kapoor.Reading from a written
statement, he said Indian forces
confirmed sighting ejections at
two different places separated by
eight to 10 km. Two parachutes
were sighted in Subzkot and
Tandar in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. “One was an IAF
MiG-21 Bison and the other a
PAF aircraft. Electronic signatures gathered by us indicate the
PAF aircraft was an F-16,”
Kapoor said, rebutting the Foreign Policy report.
IAF officers with knowledge
of the situation said on condition
of anonymity that the air force
had enough evidence in the form
of airborne warning and control
system (AWACS) radar images,
radio-telephony intercepts of the
PAF F-16 strike package and
ground wireless intercepts to
establish that an F-16 was shot

down that day. This evidence has
not been shared with the US.

Modi defends
India responded with an air
strike on a Jaish terror camp in
Pakistan’s Balakot on February
26. “Pulwama has convinced the
world that what India says is
right. Because of that, the entire
world supported us when the air
strikes were conducted. There
was a time when only Russia was
with us on the international
stage, while the rest of the world
was with Pak. After five years,
only China is with Pakistan and
the rest of the world is with
India,” Modi said.Both India and
the world, the Prime Minister
added, know that “Modi and
India have a zero-tolerance policy on terror.:”

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES OF RETAIL
LIQUOR LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS OF SEVEN (07) DISTRICTS FROM THE
GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor
licenses of liquor vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited for the year 20192020. The reserve prices of these zones shall be reduced in the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is less than Rs.5.00 crore and in the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the
Zone is more than Rs.5.00 crore.
Sr. No
Name of Distt.
Zone Code
Fatehabad
ZFTBO6
1
Gurugram (East)
ZGRE04
ZGRE07
ZGRE08
ZGRE12
2
Gurugram (West)
ZGRWO8
ZGRW16
3
Karnal
ZKNLO2
4
Panipat
ZPNP05
ZPNP09
ZPNP12
ZPNP13
5
Rewari
ZRWRO2
ZRWRO4
6
Sirsa
ZSRS02
ZSRS07
ZSRS09
ZSRS13
ZSRS18 ZSRS20 ZSRS21
7
ZSRS22
ZSRS23
ZSRS26

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders
for un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
1 Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.
2 Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.
3 Evaluation of e-tenders.

From 8th April, 2019 (09:00 A.M.)
Till 8th April, 2019 (05:00 P.M.)
8th April, 2019 (06:00 P.M.)

1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on 09th March,
2019) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the
year 2019-20. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
2. The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously
displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be available on the departmental
website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
3. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise Policy
for the year 2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules framed
thereunder.
4. The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices issued for allotment of vends for the year 2019-2020
shall hold good and are not reiterated.
5. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject,
without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of
allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana
76054
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Ideas don’t die
that easily
In the Internet age, banning
a book can only be symbolic

L

ast week, some catholic priests in Poland decided to
burn books that they considered sacrilegious. This
included the Harry Potter books, that the priests
considered offensive because of their central theme
of magic. The burning of books in either protest or to
prevent people from reading them is not a new phe-

nomenon at all; but it is surprising when it happens in 2019. As
books become digitised and can be read on a screen, and as less
and less people read; perhaps what could
have been lost is the viscerality of an old-

ourtake

fashioned book burning. To book lovers, even imagining the
burning of a book is painful. And that is probably why it has been
used to great effect in the past. Deleting a file from one’s e-reader
doesn’t quite compare. The Nazi regime conducted an “Action
against the Un-German Spirit” across Austria and Germany,
plundering libraries and private collections, and publicly burning massive piles of books that the regime of the day considered
“Un-German”. From Sigmund Freud and Albert Einstein to Marcel Proust and Franz Kafka, May 1933, saw thousands of books
consigned to flames. There was an association in New York called
the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, founded in 1873,
which even put book burning on their seal, in recognition of it
being a worthy goal to be achieved. It’s founder Anthony Comstock is responsible for the burning of 15 tonnes of books.
But in the so-called modern age, governments have found banning far more effective than burning. Burning a book, you see,
still requires one to have bought it. As JK Rowling said in

thirdeye
BARKHA DUTT

Adityanath calls the Army Modi
Sena. Why we should all be furious
When political parties use nationalism to court
votes, that turns them into electoral nationalists

U

ttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath has never
been famous for nuance or
civility of expression. But the
chief minister crossed even his
own line when he called the
Indian Army “Modi’s Sena”. The Bharatiya
Janata Party may well explain it away as rhetorical flourish about the political will that
made the Balakot strike possible.
But the words are not benign. Nor can they
be dismissed as hyperbole. Any attempt at
political ownership of the military is not just
alarming; it is treacherous. The soldier owes
allegiance to the Indian State — and to his
paltan and uniform; not to any government
or political party. For a party that otherwise
prides itself on muscular nationalism, the
BJP, in this case, has violated the first principle of patriotism.
While the Election Commission (EC) has
issued notices, it would have set a stellar
example had the reprimand and disassociation come sharply and swiftly from our three
military chiefs.
Parallels exist. Adityanath’s comments
erupted into controversyin roughly the same
week that the Australian Chief of Defence
Forces Angus Campbellinterrupted the comments of the country’s defence minister so
that his officers could be moved away while
the minister answered political questions.
Surveys routinely show that the Indian
Army is the country’s most trusted institution. It remains unscathed by the cynicism

and lack of trust that has plagued almost
every other pillar of democracy. But while
the Army has always been the first frontier of
protection, it must now rise to keep its own
essence secure.
The most moving reprimand to Adityanath came this week from Siddharth Kumar,
the 20-year-old son of Pradeep Kumar, a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) officer who
was among those who lost their lives in the
Pulwama terror attack on February 14. I was
sitting with him in his village at Shamli in
western Uttar Pradesh when news of Adityanath’s words filtered in. Siddharth told me:
“The uniform does not belong to any neta; it
belongs to the country.” Nor was he comfortable with the prime minister’s emphasis on
the Hindu voter. “My father’s uniform did
not discriminate between Hindu and Muslim,” he said quietly. It has not even been
three months since Siddharth lost his father.
Yet, he was able to display the kind of maturity and sensitivity that was in sharp contrast
to the coarseness of the chief minister. In my
mind, he, not Adityanath, is the true nationalist.
The military also needs to reflect on how
political polarisation is in danger of splitting
its community down the middle. Of course,
the soldier is also a citizen and entitled to
her/his voting preference. But should we be
comfortable with the recent phenomenon of
soldiers joining electoral politics after retirement? Two of our former chiefs, General VK
Singh and General JJ Singh, have taken the

n

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath during a public rally at
Bisada, Uttar Pradesh, March 31
VIRENDRA SINGH GOSAIN/HT PHOTO

plunge. Down the line, many other soldiers
or their families have embraced party politics. Kargil war hero Vikram Batra’s mother
briefly flirted with politics and, realising that
neither she nor her family were cut out for it,
quit soon after. More recently, soldiers like

Major Surendra Poonia or short service commission officers such as Shalini Singh have
also enrolled with political parties.
As citizens, this is their right. But I wonder
if it sets the ball rolling for the wider partypoliticisation of the military. There are no
easy answers. Many of the same questions
apply to other professions too: journalists,
judges, lawyers and technocrats. But there is
no other profession whose independenceand
dignity matters as much as that of the military. The stakes here are much higher.
It is also time to distinguish between electoral nationalists and genuine patriots. When
a political party uses nationalism to court
votes that qualifies them only to be electoral
nationalists.
Why, for instance, is no one — not even the
self-proclaimed patriots of prime time TV —
talking about the non functional financial
upgrade (NFFU) for soldiersand the paramilitary? Thisfinancial package is given to other
central government agencies to offset the
loss from diminished promotion opportunities. The Armed Forces Tribunal ruled in
favour of this but the ministry of defence
appealed against it in the Supreme Court.
Worse, their representatives made snarky
comments about how soldiers live in “palatial houses”. This led to a slew of social media
posts by soldiers who shared photographs of
their bunkers, modest flats and forward post
experiences, with an ironic use of the phrase,
palatial house.
Yet no neta or TV warrior wants to talk of
the issues that actually matter to soldiers.
Rhetoric is lazier, easier and cheaper.
Barkha Dutt is an award-winning journalist and author
The views expressed are personal

response to a Twitter user who threatened to burn both her books
might be toxic and I’ve still got your money, so by all means borrow my lighter.”
To be sure, books are far more dangerous than guns. Ideas that
offend can often be ideas that change the world: a possibility that
is far too dangerous to any sort of status quo. India has never been
shy of banning books — it has banned everything from Salman
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses (on religious grounds) to VS Naipaul’s An Area of Darkness (for a negative portrayal of India and
Indians). But in an age of fluid boundaries of the Internet (which
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There is a decline in the
number of private projects
A reversal of this trend is a necessary condition for a
sustained upswing in growth in the formal sector

governments and private companies are trying their utmost to

ILA
PATNAIK

police), banning can also only be symbolic, much like burning.
Because ideas don’t die that easily.

framed!

MOHIT SUNEJA

mohit.suneja@htlive.com

Politiciansmustagree to
hikethe educationbudget
K
NAGESHWAR

T

he impending elections to the 17th
Lok Sabha provide us a context to
flag important issues for wider
discussion. A critical issue is the
challenge of realising the goal of “Education for All”. In this context, the commitment given by the Congress in its election
manifesto that, if voted to power, it will
ensure that the public expenditure on education will reach 6% of GDP by 2023-24,

assumes significance. The CPI (M) too has
made a similar commitment in its manifesto. One should “seize the moment” as it
were.
It is true that India has made progress in
education since Independence. However,
this progress is both limited in extent and
marked by sizeable disparities across
caste, gender and region as well as class.
Even with regard to such a basic indicator
as literacy rates among the population
aged 7 years and above, the male-female
differential was as high as 16.3 percentage
points as per the 2011 census, with male
and female literacy rates at 80.9% and
64.6% respectively.
The literacy rate for the general population was 73%, that for SCs lower at 66.1%
and the rate for STs significantly lower at

G

overnment project implementation has improved over recent
years, but animal spirits remain
low. Latest capex data reveals
that public projects under implementation have increased but announcements, particularly of private projects, continues to pull down capex in India.
A critical factor that shapes business
cycle conditions in any economy is investment. Traditionally, business cycles are primarily seen to be investment inventory
cycles. Investment as a driver of growth is
particularly important in India, when compared to many other countries, given the
large share of investment in GDP.
One measure of investment is the CMIE
Capex database. This data includes all formal sector investment projects in the country. Using this data, we can track a project
when it is announced and when the implementation of the project starts. The data at
the individual level can be aggregated to
understand business cycle conditions in the
economy.
It is useful to look at both series: projects
announced and projects under implementation. The first gives a sense of the resources
that are being committed, while the second
informs us about the projects that actually

59%. Gross enrolment ratios (GER) have
risen over the years at all levels of education, but the disparity across social groups
remains substantial.
Thus, the GER for the general population aged 18-23 years in 2016-17 was 25.2%,
while the GERs for SCs at 21.1% and for
STs at 15.4% were lower. Likewise, Tamil
Nadu has a GER around 47%, but Bihar’s
is under 15%. All available evidence
makes clear that there is considerable
educational deprivation in India despite
relatively higher growth rates of GDP
since the early 1980s.
The Kothari Commission on Education
had recommended way back in 1967 that
6% of GDP should be spent on Education at
all levels by the State, and this had been
incorporated in a resolution passed by the
Indian parliament soon thereafter.
More than four decades later, the first
United Progressive Alliance government
had, in 2004, adopted under pressure from
the Left Parties that provided critical outside support to it, a common minimum
programme (CMP) that declared that the
combined expenditure of the Central gov-

take off.
The investment process in India is slow,
as there are many practical hurdles that
have to be overcome. When an investment
project starts with an announcement, there
are many hoops to jump through, and time
elapsed, before the investment spending is
done, and before the project is commissioned, giving jobs to people.
It is also useful to look at public and private investment series separately. Public
investment usually creates the conditions
for economic activity through infrastructure investment. It creates jobs during the
period when the investment is being undertaken; private investment often creates
assets that will continue to create jobs.
For example, public investment for a road
creates jobs when the road is being constructed, and creates opportunities for economic activity and for private investment
later. On the other hand, private investment
in a manufacturing plant creates a factory
that employs people and produces output for
many years.
Given the differences in the nature of the
investment, and their impact, we look at
both announced and under-implementation
aggregate series for public and private projects.
These series measure the aggregate value
of the stock of projects. In other words, if a
road project is announced, then until the
project implementation starts, the project
stays in the aggregate announced projects
series shown in the graphs. As projects
come under implementation, they move out
of the announced series. Projects can also be

ernment and all the state governments
would be raised to 6% of gross domestic
product, the norm proposed by the Kothari
Commission.
But the reality on the ground hardly
changed. Between 1990-91 and 2017-18, the
combined expenditure of the central and
state governments put together on education has hovered between 3% and 4%,
rarely exceeding even 4%.
While many other relevant aspects such
as democratic decentralisation, ensuring
a secular education, elimination of corruption and a serious reconsideration of
indiscriminate and unregulated privatisation and commercialisation are all important for achieving the goal of education for
all. Adequate financial commitment is,
however, crucial.
One hopes a consensus can be reached
to achieve the target of 6% of GDP for public expenditure on education during the
term of the 17th Lok Sabha.
Venkatesh Athreya is adjunct professor,
Asian College of Journalism, Chennai
The views expressed are personal

IS THERE AN ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN?
Government project implementation has improved over recent years, but
animal spirits remain low
Private projects announced (in ~ Trillion)
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and DVDs of the films based on them, “the fumes from the DVDs

SOURCE: CMIE CAPEX DATABASE

abandoned and would then get dropped
from the projects announced list.
These are (i) projects announced: public
and private; and (ii) projects under implementation: public and private.
Projects announced show that both public and private projects rose till 2011, slipped
after that, rose again till 2015-16, and have
declined since. It can be argued that the
period before the Global Financial Crisis
(GFC) saw exuberance and loose monetary
policy, when credit was cheap and easily
available, leading to overoptimism and
excessive investment.
Many projects got stalled as there had
been inadequate planning and clearances.
The fall in demand after the GFC could have
further hit them. Thus, it can be argued that
the decline in projects announced after
2011-12 is a correction that was due. Once
this happened, when the new government
came in, a host of new announcements hap-

pened, causing the blip.
The aggregate series for under-implementation projects shows that government
projects under implementation have seen a
steady increase throughout. However, private projects under implementation have
seen a decline since 2011-12.
The decline in private announcements
and projects under implementation could be
both because there was greater economic
uncertainty due to demonetisation, the
implementation of the Goods and Services
Tax, the crisis in the banking sector and an
uncertain tax regime.
A reversal of this trend is a necessary condition for a sustained upswing in growth in
the formal sector.
Ila Patnaik is an economist and a professor at the
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
The views expressed are personal
By special arrangement with ThePrint

Nothing in life is permanent, but it is
human nature to worship the sun
innervoice
Sumit Paul
Afewyearsago,whileflyingwithafamous
matineeidolonaCalcutta-Bombayflight,
I was surprised that no one recognised
him. However, I did and that surprised
him. He calmly said, “It’s not the person
buttheirpersona thatappeals to the masses.It’syourimage,notyou,whichismore
important to them. We are bedazzled by
the halo-effect of a person and seldom
botherto knowthe actoras a person oran
individual. But, I’ve got no regrets. I’ve
played my innings rather successfully;

nay charmingly. And I am in the twilight
zoneofmylife.Myphilosophyis:Enjoythe
music till it lasts”.
Thisgotmethinking.Yes,wedon’tcare
for the person. It’s their image that captivates us. And that image is often misleadingandfalse.However,wealllovetheedifice.It’stherisingsunthatpeopleworship.
This is universal human nature.
Nothing in life is permanent. It’s all
ephemeral.Ithankedtheactorforsharing
his life’s philosophy with me. He thanked
me for recognising him and humming
those immortal numbers that were once
filmedonhim.I’m talkingabout theactor
Biswajit. He now lives the life of a recluse
in Bombay, the city of illusions.
Inner Voice comprises
contributions from our readers
The views expressed are personal
n
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NONFICTION
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1. The Girl in Room 105

2. The Alchemist

3. Dark Blossom

Chetan Bhagat
WESTLAND

Paulo Coelho
HARPERCOLLINS

1. The 5AM Club

2. Designing Destiny

Robin Sharma
JAICO

Kamlesh D Patel
WESTLAND

Eric Hobsbawm; A Life in
History

6. The Fault In Our
Stars
John Green
PENGUIN

7. One Indian Girl

8. The Perfect Us

9. Heads You Win

Neel Mullick
RUPA

5. The Forests of
Enchantments
Chitra B Divakaruni
HARPERCOLLINS

Chetan Bhagat
RUPA

Durjoy Datta
PENGGUIN

Jeffrey Archer
PAN MACMILLAN

3. The Subtle Art of Not
Giving A F*ck
Mark Manson
HARPERCOLLINS

4. Life’s Amazing
Secrets - How To Find
Gaur Gopal Das
PENGUIN

5. The Third Pillar: How
Markets and the...
Raghuram G Rajan
HARPERCOLLINS

6. Sapiens: A Brief
History of Humankind
Yuval Noah Harari
PENGUIN

7. Mind Without Fear

8. Inner Engineering: A
Yogi’s Guide to Joy
Sadhguru
PENGUIN

9. Attitude is Everything: Change...
Jeff Keller
HARPERCOLLINS
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Priyanka
Dubey SUKRUTI
ANAH STANELEY

Rajat Gupta
JUGGERNAUT

10. Pyjamas Are Forgiving
Twinkle Khanna
JUGGERNAUT
10. Becoming
Michelle Obama
PENGUIN

MUTED BUT IMPACTFUL
A new biography points out that
Shahryar’s work as a film lyricist harmed his
image of being a serious poet

Shahryar: A Life in
Poetry
Rakhshanda Jalil
226pp, ~599
HarperCollins India
Lamat R Hasan

Avantika Mehta

No Nation for
Women
Priyanka Dubey
235pp, ~399
Simon & Shuster
India

Edited by Niraja Gopal Jayal
PP639; ₹799 How India has
fared over the last few years

4. Life Is What You
Make It
Preeti Shenoy
SRISHTI

Priyanka Dubey follows
stories of human trafficking,
corrective rape, caste violence,
murder and child abuse to give
the reader a greater
understanding of what is wrong
with India

letters@htlive.com

here are two kinds of journalists:
those who care about a story, and
those who care. With No Nation
for Women, her debut collection
of non-fiction stories, journalist
Priyanka Dubey confirms she’s
the latter. Dark and fierce, this
book captures, in excruciating
detail, the waking nightmares of
every Indian woman.
Dubey, who writes on gendered crime
and social justice, has been a journalist for
over 10 years. Her book centres on 12 incidents of sexual assault against women,
both adults and minors. Six years in the
making, No Nation For Women shows
Dubey following stories of sexual assault
of a numbing variety: human trafficking,
retaliatory rape, caste violence, murder,
child abuse. At the centre of it all are the
women, children and families who have a
hard road to justice before them.
Most of the stories recounted in this
book are recognisable: details of the
crimes were splashed across every newspaper and television in the nation. Other
narratives took up a few inches in a local
daily. Each account is a part of the larger
picture that Dubey is putting together
through the reporting of these stories. Her
questions lead us to a sharp image of ourselves as individuals and as a society:
Where is the line between our empathy
and our apathy? Does it stop when a story
takes place outside the known economic
stratum, or is it based on the crime’s geological distance? It becomes clear that our
empathy turns into deliberate, cynical
neglect of what we cannot align with
visions of a new #SelfieWithDaughter
India.
The book starts in Bundelkhand, a land
“stretching across large swathes of Madhya Pradesh and parts of Uttar Pradesh.”
A place that is “no woman’s land.” News of
corrective rapes in this area hit the country in 2011. Dubey describes with journalistic detachment how young Rohini was
raped and burned alive for refusing to
marry someone from another family in the
neighbourhood. When talking about the
girl’s parents and their fight for justice,
and subsequent ostracism, Dubey
allows her own thoughts to come
through: “This is the only corrective rape case in which, as far as I
know, the court has passed
judgment. In 2011, the judge
gave the benefit of the doubt
to the accused.”
Dubey’s decision to
include herself in many
of these stories elevates
them. Through each
tale, she notes the
impact that telling
these tales of violence
and brutality had on
her.
From MP, she
takes the reader
through a variety
of crimes
against
women, some
of which are
unimaginable. In Tri-

Re-Forming India: The
Nation Today

Sunita Puri
PP301; ₹599
Hachette; Life and medicine in
the eleventh hour

Richard J Evans
PP785, ~1299; Hachette
A biography of the historian

THE REAL STORIES

n

That Good Night

13

n
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riter and translator Rakhshanda
Jalil’s newest book is a biography
of poet Shahryar whose fabulous
body of work spans several decades. Born Kunwar Akhlaq
Muhammad Khan, in public memory,
unfortunately, Shahryar is largely
remembered for writing a few memorable
Hindi film songs. In the first few paras of
the book, Jalil lets it known that this book
is a study of Shahryar’s “oeuvre”, an
attempt to write the literary history of contemporary Urdu poetry, and that she will
not dwell on his personal life, unless it
“shapes and affects his work”. Readers
will miss acutely Jalil’s not dwelling on
Najma Mahmood, Shahryar’s ex-wife. The
genius professor who taught English in
Aligarh Muslim University, was equally
well-versed in Urdu, and wrote in both the
languages. It was disheartening to not
learn anything at all about how Shahryar
and Najma met or parted and how she
influenced his work, if at all. There is mention of Shahryar dedicating the third collection of his poetry, Hijr ke Mausam, to
his wife whom he married in 1968. The
same volume also included Najma ke Liye
Ek Nazm. Far from a conventional love
ballad, yet, as Jalil points out, the nazm
hints at the intensity of their relationship.
The book is divided into two sections.
The first part deals with Shahryar’s literary journey, and the second with his
poetry, translated by Jalil into the English
language. The translations of his nazms
and ghazals are a huge favour to those who
want to read Shahryar’s original works
(English transliteration), even as readers
may be left with the feeling that the translations are too literal.
Born in 1936 in a family of Rajput Muslims in Bareilly, Shahryar sidestepped a
career in the police force, and started writing. Jalil believes that Shahryar was neither tarraqui pasand (progressive) nor
jadeed parast (modernist) – as most
acclaimed writers at that time were. His
relationship with the two major literary
movements of the time – Progressive Writers’ Movement and modernism – was
ambiguous. Jalil writes that Jnanpithwinning Shahryar’s poetry was understated, unlike that of contemporary Urdu
greats such as Faiz Ahmed Faiz or Ahmed
Faraz, but has the same impact. “While
refusing to fully adopt the vocabulary of
the inquilabi shair (revolutionary poet)
favoured by the progressives, he refused to
write merely to satisfy his own creative
self or ease the burden of his soul, thus differing sharply from the jadeed parast
(modernists) as well.”
Shahryar did not like the undue importance given to mauzu or topics and maqsadiyat or subjects that were purposive
and served a useful function. “It is not
important how many poems are written on
Korea; instead, what is important is how
many good poems we remember being
written on Korea,” Jalil quotes Shahryar
as saying in an interview.
The use of modern metaphors were the
hallmark of Shahryar’s poetry. The continuity of thought in his ghazals is said to be
unique, a craft not many have been able to
master. Jalil believes the melancholy in
Shahryar’s poetry was not a reflection of

W

T

pura, she speaks to women who, after
standing for elections, were raped by rival
politicians. Rape in police custody, casterelated molestation cases. She slowly,
meticulously traces the growing network
in India working to kidnap and traffick
young girls.
The most striking story is the one about
a group of Dalits of Bhagana, Haryana.
Previously featured on Yahoo! Originals in
September 2014, it is a heart-wrenching
account of not just the events that led to a
rape and the complicity in the crime of the
village sarpanch, but a remarkable story
of a young woman’s fortitude and capacity
to move on from trauma. The Dalits sat in
protest for years at New Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar to seek justice for the gang-rapes
and their treatment by the Jat community
of Bhagana. Dubey’s accounts of visiting
the camp, and her description of her
attempts to speak to the young survivor
who finally opened up to her after many
months is a testament to empathic journalism. On being asked if girls ever played in
the ground that became the excuse for
their rapes, 50-year-old Teeja Devi notes:
“Hum sirf maidan aur khel ki keemat chukayein hain, khelein kabhi na payein.”
(We pay the price, but we never get to participate.) The author is not intrusive; she is
aware of the culture and traditions of the
people sharing their stories with her. Her
own takeaways from this incident also say
a lot about the price women pay.
“I left them, but their eyes will never

leave me,” she writes about the mothers
still waiting on justice for their daughters.
“You keep fighting,” she tells another
mother whose child was raped and murdered by police. Dubey also often describes
“feeling numb,” after interviewing survivors and their families. These accounts are
as real as the ones she’s investigating.
They’re an insight into journalistic
fatigue, and negate the notion of hardened
byline-hungry reporters.
Several of the stories in the book have
won prizes. The Missing Girls of Lakhimpur, her investigation into a human trafficking network across India, won the 2014
Kurt Schork Memorial Award in International Journalism. Several other stories
featured here are Red Ink Winners.
Dubey has a sensitive eye for detail. She
also has a talent for writing empathetic
protagonists. Yet, these stories mostly contain interviews with the family, or the kind
of investigation that works for a long-form
crime story. Several of the cases featured
here have been documented before, and
many are over a decade old. A follow up on
the present circumstances would have significantly benefitted the narrative of each
woman and family and would have provided the reader with a fuller picture.
Despite this shortcoming, No Nation For
Women is a book that must be read to
understand the extent of violence against
women in India.
Avantika Mehta is an independent journalist.
She lives in New Delhi
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An early 20th
century
illustration of
the pivotal
scene from the
Mahabharata
of Draupadi
being dragged
from her
chamber by
Dushasana.
GETTY IMAGES
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Rekha and Farooq Sheikh in Umrao Jaan.
HT PHOTO

his own life. On the contrary, he was a
jovial man – the soul of every gathering.
The seemingly personal set of symbols,
images and metaphors he evolved in his
body of work, which many thought articulated his loneliness, were, therefore, misleading, much like how, despite being a
self-confessed Marxist, he was not an atheist. Shahryar loved people and food,
including cooking, and engaged and entertained friends with shairs, rarely his own.
He let his poetry speak in public, never
mind that he did not care to recite his couplets at mushairas: “…he would appear at
mushairas as though he had come under
duress, recite his poetry with evident disinterest… and rush off the stage as if he
had come to perform a painful task and
was relieved when it was over.”
Shahryar joined the department of
Urdu in Aligarh as a lecturer in 1966, a year
after his debut collection of poems Ism-e
Azam was published. Jalil also poses the
classic questions: was Shahryar a good
teacher; can creative people make good
teachers; and would Ghalib have been a
great teacher if he had got the job at Delhi
College? Thanks to the times we live in,
Jalil emphasises that Shahryar wrote in
Urdu, and lived and worked in Aligarh, but
he was not a Muslim poet.
Though a household name because of
his film lyrics, Jalil believes this harmed
his image of a serious poet. Shahryar
wrote songs for filmmaker Muzaffar Ali
starting with Gaman (1978), Umrao Jaan
(1981), Anjuman (1986), and a few unreleased films. He also wrote songs for a
Yash Chopra movie Faasle (1985). He later
refused a three-film deal that Chopra
offered him as he did not want to become a
“song shop”. He wasn’t entirely comfortable in the film world.
Shahryar was upset when Umrao Jaan
was remade with Aishwarya Rai in the
lead role. He told me at the time of its
release, “Donon filmon ka koi muqabla
nahin hai.” (There cannot be any comparison between the two films) and “Yeh to
moonh chidane wali baat hui.” (This
amounts to making fun of the classic.)
Jalil’s book needs tighter edits; the arguments are often repetitive. The second section of the book, that features translations
of his poetry, does not work. The couplets
lose their rhythm. But then, translating
poetry is never easy. I can almost hear
Shahryar chuckle: “Yeh to moonh chidane
wali baat hui!”
Lamat R Hasan is an independent writer.
She lives in New Delhi

LESSONS FROM HISTORY
A PLAYBOOK FOR THE NEW
GREAT GAME
A particularly relevant book as China
rolls out the Belt and Road Initiative
Thubten Samphel

Will Tibet
Ever Find Her
Soul Again?;
India Tibet
Relations
1947-1962 –
Part 2
Claude Arpi
578pp, ~1550
Vij Books
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he brilliance of new China’s leaders
in pursuing their hard-nosed strategic objectives in Tibet was to weave a
plausible narrative of ‘liberation’
around what was an outright invasion of the country. The other twist in the
narrative was to force Lhasa to sign the
17-Point Agreement in 1951 in which Tibet
promised to “return voluntarily to the lap
of the motherland.” Half the world, largely

T

the socialist camp, bought China’s story on
Tibet. The process of dealing with China’s
fait accompli on the Roof of the World was
particularly painful in the corridors of
power in New Delhi. Should close cultural,
commercial bonds and an open,
unguarded border between India and
Tibet blindside New Delhi to the changed
new geopolitical reality in which the balance of power between independent India
and new China had shifted in Beijing’s
favour? India had hoped, as articulated by
Nehru, decolonising Asia and Africa

would come together as one big family to
work for common prosperity and peace.
China, on the other hand, was there for
itself, in whatever form that enduring Chinese imperial impulse was dressed up in
the reigning ideology of the day.
The clash of views of men on the ground
who figured out China’s true intentions in

n

A view of
Lhasa, Tibet,
on March 27,
2019 GETTY
IMAGES

Tibet and beyond and those who took Beijing’s comforting words at their face value
are put together in Will Tibet Ever Find
Her Soul Again? The value of Claude
Arpi’s contribution to scholarship on the
subject is that it is based on the Nehru
papers housed in the Nehru Memorial
Library and Museum and the National
Archives of India. “It is the first time such
documents have been used (or even seen),”
says Arpi. At the time these events
unfolded in Tibet, New Delhi’s man in
Lhasa was Sumul Sinha. In his briefing to
New Delhi about Chinese intentions, he
wrote: “It seems to me that we are not facing fairly and squarely the realities of the
situation here, inclined as we are to gloss
over Chinese dislike and distrust for insignificant aliens like us, for no better reason
than to keep Delhi in good humour and to
keep alive the illusions of our policy makers, who still believe that much maligned
Chinese are just as good today as they were
in the past.” In his briefing note to Major
SM Krishnatry, the Indian Trade Agent in

Gyantse, Sinha was brutally honest. He
accused the People’s Liberation Army of
doing a Robert Clive act on Tibet. The critique to this assessment came from Nehru
himself. In 1953, India’s first prime minister wrote that Sinha “looks with certain
nostalgia to the past when the British exercised a good deal of control over Tibet... the
weakness of our position in Tibet has been
that we are successors, to some extent, of
an imperial power which has pushed its
way into Tibet. When that imperial power
has ceased to have any strength to function
in the old way, it is patent that we cannot
do so, even if we so wished.”
With China rolling out the Belt and Road
Initiative to purportedly facilitate international trade but also to assert its political
influence, the Great Game is being played
with new vigour. Arpi’s contribution constitutes a playbook for the participants in
the new Great Game, now rebranded and
resold as the Belt and Road Initiative.
Thubten Samphel is a writer and a former director of
the Tibet Policy Institute
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THIS GOVERNMENT IS NOT GOING ANYWHERE,
BUT YOU ARE GOING TO JAIL

> IMRAN KHAN, Pakistan PM, takes a dig at former president Asif Ali Zardari

2 US CITIZENS
AMONG NINE
ARRESTED IN
SAUDI ARABIA

MayasksEuropeanUnionto
delayBrexituntilJune30

Associated Press

THE LONG WAIT British PM says it’s ‘frustrating’ her govt can’t conclude the process in orderly fashion

n
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DUBAI: Saudi Arabia detained

Prasun Sonwalkar
n

n

NATIONAL DISASTER DECLARED: Photo shows a forest fire
raging near Sokcho town, South Korea. More than 15,000
firefighters battled to bring the fire under control as one person
died and more than 100 homes were destroyed.
AFP

COLOMBO:The Sri Lankan
government has released about
90% of the military-acquired land
belonging to the minority Tamil
community held during the brutal
civil war with the LTTE, President
Maithripala Sirisena said.
PTI

LONDON: Striving to secure the
opposition Labour Party’s support to pass the EU withdrawal
agreement, British Prime Minister Theresa May sought an
extension from the European
Council on Friday until June 30
- a date that Brussels had previously rejected - raising hackles
among pro and anti-Brexit elements.
The current Brexit date is
April 12.
The European Council is due
to decide on the latest request on
Wednesday at an emergency
summit.
Reports from Brussels say a
yearlong extension - “flextension” as it is being called - is
likely to be offered with the proviso that the UK could leave the
EU before the deadline once the
withdrawal package clears parliament.
As talks with Labour continued, May wrote to European
Council president Donald Tusk
that if the UK is unable to secure
parliamentary approval by May
23 - when the European parliament elections will begin - it will
make “responsible preparations” to participate in the polls.
Seeking another extension
with the possibility of holding
elections to the European parliament riled many, since it goes
against May’s original inten-

Standoff in Libya: Haftar’s
forces pushed back

U S - C H I N A T R A D E WA R

shortstories
KHALILZAD WRAPS UP AFGHAN TALKS
ISLAMABAD:The US special envoy tasked with forging a peace deal with the
Taliban met with officials in Pakistan on Friday, after telling leaders and
various groups in Afghanistan they would be included in future talks. US
envoy Zalmay Khalilzad was in Islamabad after spending five days in
Afghanistan amid strains between Washington and Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani’s administration, which has complained bitterly of being sidelined in
peace talks. Among those Khalilzad met with was a group of seven women
from the Afghan Women Network. Khalilzad’s schedule in Islamabad has not
been announced, but he had already met with officials including foreign
minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi on Friday, according to the foreign ministry.
AFP
Pakistan says it supports an Afghan-led peace process.

David Malpass named
World Bank president

Pak’s GDP growth lowest in
Asia-Pacific this year: UN

WASHINGTON:David Malpass, a
senior US Treasury official in US
President Donald Trump’s administration and an economic analyst,
was officially chosen on Friday as
the 13th president of the World
Bank. All 13 presidents have been
AGENCIES
American men.

ISLAMABAD:A 2019 UN survey
forecasts that Pakistan’s GDP will
remain the lowest in the Asia and
the Pacific region, Dawn reported.
It said the GDP will be at 4.2% in
2019 and fall to 4% in 2020. HTC

Taliban siege in remote
province kills 12 troops
KABUL:The Taliban besieged an
Afghan government and army
compound in the remote Badghis
province for a second day on
Friday, killing at least 12 more
troops.
AP

Chicago to sue Jussie
Smollett for $130,000
LOS ANGELES:Chicago will sue
Jussie Smollett for $130,000, the
costs of police overtime spent
probing his false claims that he’s a
REUTERS
hate crime victim.

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

90% of military-acquired
land of Tamils released: SL

TRIPOLI:Forces loyal to Libyan
strongman Khalifa Haftar were
pushed back on Friday from a key
checkpoint less than 30km from
Tripoli, checking their advance
AFP
towards the capital.
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A man walks past pro-Brexit placards placed near the British parliament in London.

tion.
Senior Labour leader Margaret Beckett said, “The good news
is that the prime minister has
accepted that there has to be an
extension to the Brexit deadline.
The bad news is that yet again,
she has chosen the worst option
and she has done so for the
worst reason - just to keep her
failed strategy and her Brexit
deal alive.”
Beckett added, “She is taking
both the British people and the
EU leaders for fools because we
all know this is just another
time-buying, can-kicking effort
to hold her bitterly divided

Trump, Xi confident
of thaw in relations

party together. Most ludicrously of all, Theresa May, who
has been saying that holding
European parliamentary elections would somehow be an
affront to democracy, is now setting in motion plans for such a
campaign.”
May wrote to Tusk that it has
been “frustrating” that her government has not been able to
conclude the Brexit process in
an orderly fashion, adding that
“this impasse cannot be allowed
to continue”.
The British PM wrote, “In the
UK, it is creating uncertainty
and doing damage to faith in pol-

Agencies
n

JULIAN ASSANGE
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WASHINGTON: China and the US

Ecuador denies having decided to expel the
Wikileaks founder from its embassy in London

1

Ecuador has dismissed rumours that a decision
has been made to expel him from the London
embassy where he’s been living in political
asylum since August 2012

2
3

Ecuador’s foreign ministry released a statement to clear the air,
asserting that it “doesn’t comment on rumours, theories or
conjectures that don’t have any documented backing”
On Wednesday, Wikileaks had tweeted that two “high-level”
Ecuadorian government sources had hinted that Assange would be
expelled using the Panama Papers scandal as a pretext.

PROTECTING MEDIA FREEDOM

claimed progress in talks to end
their trade war, with Chinese
President XiJinping pushingfor
a rapid conclusion and US President Donald Trump talking up
prospects for a “monumental”
agreementthatmaystillbesome
weeks away.
Through a message passed to
Trump via vice-premier Liu He,
Xi called for an early conclusion
tonegotiationsandsaidthatstrategic leadership was needed to
ensure healthy and stable
US-China relations, the Xinhua
News Agency said.
Liu,whotookpartintalksthis
weekinWashington,saidthetwo
sides had “reached new consensus on such important issues as
the text” of a trade agreement,

according to Xinhua.
Trump said any trade deal
withChinawasstillweeksaway,
althoughbothsidesweremaking
progress on an accord that could
be “very monumental”.
“Wehavea wayto go,” Trump
said at a meeting on Thursday
withLiuattheWhiteHouse.“We
are rounding the turn.”
US QUESTIONS CHINA’S
ROLE NEAR PHILIPPINES
BANGKOK:ThepresenceofChinese
vessels near islands occupied by
the Philippines is “a concern”,
Joseph Felter, a senior US
defence official, said on Friday.
The Philippine government
protestedtheChineseshipmovementsonThursdayafteritsmilitary monitored 200 Chinese vesselsfromJanuary-Marchinadisputed area named Sandy Cay,
near the island of Pag-asa.

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON:Britishforeignsecretary

Jeremy Hunt on Friday
appointed prominent human
rights lawyer Amal Clooney as
special envoyonmediafreedom,
who will co-chair a panel of legal
experts to counter draconian
laws in various countries that
hinder journalists from going
about their work.
The British foreign office
noted that 2018 was the deadliest
year for journalists, with 99
killed, 348 detained and 60 taken
hostagebynon-stategroups,adding that the panel will support
countriestorepealoutdatedlaws
and strengthen mechanisms to

CO2 level highest
in three million
years, says study
BERLIN: The levels of the greenhousegascarbondioxide(CO2)in
theatmospherearehighertoday
thaneverbeforeinthepastthree
million years, according to a
study.
ScientistsfromPotsdamInstituteforClimateImpactResearch
inGermanydidacomputersimulation that fits ocean floor sediment data of climate evolution
over this period of time.
Thestudyfoundthattheonset
of the ice age, and the start of the
glacial cycles from cold to warm
and back, was mainly triggered
by a decrease in the CO2-level.
Increase of CO2 due to the
burningoffossilfuelsischanging
ourplanet,accordingtothestudy
published in the journal Science
Advances.
PTI

protect journalists.
Hunt said, “Violence against
journalistshasreachedalarming
levels globally and we cannot
turn a blind eye. The media has a
crucialroletoplayinholdingthe
powerful to account. There is no
escaping the fact that draconian
laws around the world are being
used to restrict the ability of the
media to report the truth.”
“Amal Clooney’s work on
humanrightsmeansshe’sideally
placed to ensure this campaign
has real impact,” he said.
Hunt’s announcement comes
ahead of the International Conference on Media Freedom to be
held in the UK on July 10-11,
co-hostedwiththeCanadiangovernment.

n
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DHAKA: The lives and futures of

morethan19millionBangladeshi
children are at risk from the
colossal impact of devastating
floods, cyclones and other environmentaldisasterslinkedtoclimate change, according to a
reportbytheUnitedNationschildren’s agency released Friday.
The UNICEF report said the
estimate includes hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya refugee
childrenfromMyanmarwhoare
livinginsqualidcampsinBangladesh’s coastal district of Cox’s

Bazar.
Thereportsaysthatbecauseof
the impact of climate, families
across Bangladesh, a low-lying
deltanationcrisscrossedbymore
than130rivers, have migrated to
big cities from villages after losingtheirlivelihoodstoincreasing
salinity in arable land, flooding,
or river bank erosion.
It documents children being
forcedintosextraffickingormarriage to survive.
Around 12 million of the most
affected children live in and
around the powerful river systemswhichregularlybursttheir
banks, UNICEF’sDhakaspokes-

n

An interceptor missile being
launched by India’s DRDO from
Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha,
for an A-SAT missile test on
PTI/FILE
March 27, 2019.

man, Jean-Jacques Simon, told
the AP.
“Inthebigcities...thousandsof
children arrive every day with
theirparents...whoarequitevulnerable to all kinds of exploitations,” Simon said.
Another 4.5 million children
live in vast coastal areas regularly struck by powerful
cyclones,includingalmosthalfa
million Rohingya refugee childrenlivinginfragilebambooand
plastic shelters, according to the
report.
Bangladesh’s6millionclimate
refugeescouldmorethandouble
by 2050, according to the report.

British royals light up premiere of Our Planet
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON:Britain’s Prince

Charles and his two sons William and Harry attended the
world premiere of the Netflix
television series Our Planet
on Thursday to underline the
royal family’s support for
action against climate
change.
British naturalist David
Attenborough, 92, who narrates the series, hosted the
event at London’s Natural
History Museum.
Charles, who paid tribute to
Attenborough’s work, made
his first speech on the environment in 1968 and has long
warned of the dangers of
human damage to the natural
world.
“What I want to know is

n

Prince Charles (C), William (R) and Harry (L), along with David
Attenborough (second from right), arrive at the premiere.
AP

how can we possibly sacrifice
our children’s and grandchildren’s entire future, let alone
the future of all life on this
miraculous planet by not
doing what is required now,”

he said in a speech at the
event.
He said he hoped Our
Planet would educate hundreds of millions of people
around the world about what

pressure from the White House,
US space agency NASA has
decided to resume cooperation
withitsIndiancounterpartISRO,
reversing a recent move to suspend collaboration over orbital
debrisresultingfromIndia’santisatellite (A-SAT) missile test on
March 27.
NASA administrator Jim
Bridenstine, who had earlier
calledthetesta“terrible,terrible
thing”,wrotetoISROchairmanK
Sivan on Thursday, saying, “As
partofourpartnershipwithyou,
we will continue to work on
issues using the NASA-ISRO
Human Space Flights Working
Group, PlanetaryScienceWorking Group, US-India Earth Science Working Group and the
Heliophysics Working Group.”

SPAIN SET TO REOPEN
CONSULATE IT CLOSED
MADRID:Spain will reopen a consulate in Manchester it had
closed during the financial crisis, its third in Britain, to help
Spaniards deal with Brexit.
“Faced with an imminent
Brexit, we consider it necessary
to reinforce our consular presence in Great Britain to provide
legal security to Spaniards,”
spokeswoman Isabel Celaa said.
(With inputs from agencies)

action was required. Charles
also said it was a source of
great pride that both his sons
had taken up the cause of conservation.
The eight-part series,
which showcases the natural
world and the threats it faces,
was scheduled to be released
on Friday.
Produced by the makers of
the award-winning Planet
Earth show, it takes viewers
from glaciers to jungles, looking at how their animal inhabitants are challenged by
changes in climate, surroundings and human actions.
More than 600 crew members were involved in the
four-year project, filming in
50 countries. Attenborough
said he hoped the show’s message would resonate worldwide.

Making clear the reason for
changing his decision, he added,
“Based on guidance received
from the White House, I look forward to continuing these groups
in the future.”
In a recent but previously
unreported letter to the ISRO
chairman, which Bridenstine
revealed by referring to in his
note on Thursday, he had written:“...indicatingasuspensionof
activitiesunder:theNASA-ISRO
Human Space Flight Working
Group” programme.
Bridenstine wrote that he
made it clear then that space
debris was a “serious issue” for
theUSanditwasasharedresponsibilityofallthecountriesoperatinginspace.“Wewillcontinueto
monitor the remaining debris
fromyourtestasrelatestosafety
of our human space flight activities, especially at the International Space Station,” he wrote.

SEEKING CLUES TO OUR ORIGINS

Japan probe drops
bomb on asteroid

With cooperation back on
track,it“reflectstheresilienceof
therelationship”,anofficialsaid,
pointingtothequickresolutionof
a situation that neither side was
happy to see escalating.
Both the department of
defenceandthestatedepartment
had pointed to the importance of
the issue of space debris in their
respective responses to India’s
A-SAT test. But, as the state
department said, they “took
note”oftheIndiangovernment’s
statements that the test was
designedtoaddressspacedebris.
Astatedepartmentspokesperson had gone on to say at that
time, and reiterated it on Tuesday, that as part of “our strong
strategicpartnershipwithIndia,
wewillcontinuetopursueshared
interests in space and scientific
and technical cooperation,
includingcollaborationonsafety
and security in space.”

Christchurch
terrorist set to
undergo mental
health assessment
Associated Press
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHRISTCHURCH: A New Zealand

n

S P O T L I G H T O N C L I M AT E C H A N G E

Reuters

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Seemingly under

imperil Bangladeshi kids’ future
Associated Press

AFP

meeting of G7 foreign ministers
in the northern French resort of
Dinard.

A-SAT debris row: NASA suspends,
then resumes cooperation with ISRO

Amal Clooney named
UK’s special envoy
United Nations: Climate disasters
n

GERMANY’S MAAS
QUESTIONS REQUEST
DINARD,FRANCE:The British government still has many questions that it needs to resolve
over Brexit, Germany’s top diplomat said on Friday, after May
sought an extension.
“It is a difficult situation.
There are I think many questions still to clarify in London,”
German foreign minister Heiko
Maas told reporters ahead of a

Yashwant Raj

inthenews

HT Correspondent

itics, while the European Union
has a legitimate desire to move
on to decisions about its own
future.”

nine people, including two dual
US-Saudi citizens, in a new
round of arrests in the kingdom
targeting individuals supportive
of women’s rights and those with
ties to jailed activists, a person
with knowledge of the apprehensions said on Friday.
It marks the first sweep of
arrests to target individuals perceived as critics of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman since
the killing of writer Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul in October.
The arrests come despite
global outcry over Khashoggi’s
grisly killing by Saudi agents in
an operation directed by former
top aides to the crown prince.
The arrested individuals,
nearlyallofwhomweredetained
on Thursday, are not seen as
front-line activists.
They are writers and advocates who quietly supported
greater social reforms and most
had ties to the group of women’s
rights activists currently on
trial.
Those detained include a
pregnantwomanandsevenmen,
among them two US-Saudi
nationals - Badr al-Ibrahim, a
writer and physician, and Salah
al-Haidar, whose mother is
prominent women’srights activist Aziza al-Yousef.
Al-Haidar has a family home
in Vienna, Virginia, and lives
with his wife and child in Saudi
Arabia.

A computer graphic handout image shows the Hayabusa2 probe
REUTERS
closing in on asteroid Ryugu.

Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TOKYO:A Japanese probe on Fri-

daylaunchedanexplosivedevice
at an asteroid, aiming to blast a
craterinthesurfaceandscoopup
material that could shed light on
how the solar system evolved.
The explosive mission is the
riskiestyetattemptedbytheJapanesespaceagency’sHayabusa2
probe that aims to reveal more
about the originsof lifeon Earth.
Hayabusa2 released a “small
carry-on impactor” - a coneshapeddevicecappedwithacopper bottom - as scheduled, as the
probe hovered just 500 metres
above the asteroid Ryugu.
The impactor was programmed to explode 40 minutes
later, propelling the copper bottom towards Ryugu, where it
should gouge a crater into the
surface of the asteroid that is 300
million kilometres from Earth.
Hayabusa2 moved smartly
awayfromtheareatoavoidbeing

damaged by debris from the
explosionorcollidingwithRyugu
while also releasing a camera to
capture images of the event.
Images from a different camera at the bottom of the probe
showed the impactor was
releasedattheright positionand
the right angle.
Controlmissioncouldnotconfirm the detonation but assumes
“the impactor certainly reached
the surface”, said Takashi Kubota, engineering researcher at
the Japanese space agency.
Kubota said the probe’s use of
explosives and its “acrobatic”
evasive manoeuvres were
“unprecedented” and he hoped
themissionwouldgivescientists
a rare peek inside an asteroid.
It will take two weeks for the
probeitselftoreturntoits“home
position” near Ryugu after the
detonation and impact. The crater could be as large as 10 metres
in diameter if the surface is
sandy,orthreemetresacrossifit
is rocky.

judge on Friday ordered that the
man accused of killing 50 people
at two Christchurch mosques
undergo two mental health
assessments to determine if he’s
fit to stand trial.
High court judge Cameron
Mander made the order during a
hearing in which 28-year-old
Australian Brenton Tarrant
appeared via video link from a
small room at the maximum
security Paremoremo prison in
Auckland.
Mandersaidnothingshouldbe
readintohisorderforthemental
health assessments, as it was a
normal step in such a case. Lawyers said it could take two or
three months to complete.
The judge said Tarrant was
chargedwith50countsofmurder
and 39 counts of attempted murder. Police initially filed a single,
representative murder charge
before filing the additional charges this week.
Tarrant was wearing handcuffsandagray-colouredsweater
when he appeared on a large
screen inside the Christchurch
courtroom, which was packed
withfamilymembersandvictims
of the shooting, some in wheelchairs and hospital gowns and
still recovering from gunshot
wounds.
Tarrant showed no emotion
during the hearing. At times he
looked around the room or
cockedhishead,seeminglytobetter hear what was being said.
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Vilas set to merge
Govtstepsintoavertcrisis Lakshmi
with Indiabulls Housing Fin
atdebt-ladenJetAirways
Swaraj Singh Dhanjal and Gopika
Gopakumar
n

n

Sales dropped 14% in Q1,
the firm said.
AP

SAMSUNG FLAGS
60% SLUMP IN
FIRST-QUARTER
OPERATING PROFIT
SEOUL: The world’s biggest
smartphone and memory chip
maker Samsung Electronics
warned on Friday of a more than
60% plunge in first-quarter
operating profits in the face of
weakening markets. Operating
profits for January to March
would be “approximately 6.2
trillion won”, the firm said in a
statement, down 60.4% year-onyear. Sales were about 52 trillion
won, it said, marking a 14% drop.
The firm is the flagship subsidiary
of the giant Samsung Group, by
far the biggest of the family-controlled conglomerates that
dominate business in the world’s
11th-largest economy, and it is
crucial to South Korea’s economic
health.

Forex reserves soar $5 bn
to $412 bn in a week
MUMBAI: The maiden dollar-rupee swap conducted by the
central bank last week helped the
country’s foreign exchange
reserves swell by a healthy
$5.237 billion to $411.905 billion
in the week to March 29,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
data showed on Friday. In the
previous week, the reserves
had increased by $1.029 billion to
$406.667 billion. Foreign
currency assets, a major component of the overall reserves,
swelled by $5.248 billion to
$384.053 billion in the reporting
week. Expressed in dollars,
foreign currency assets include
the effect of appreciation/depreciation of non-US currencies like
the euro, pound and the yen held
in the reserves.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

FUEL CRUNCH Indian Oil said to have resumed fuel supply to Jet on govt nudge
Rhik Kundu and Kalpana Pathak
n

rhik.k@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Indian Oil Corp. Ltd

(IOC)stoppedsupplyingaviation
fuel to Jet Airways (India) Ltd at
noononFridaybeforerescinding
its decision hours later, after the
government likely stepped in to
avertacrisisatthecash-strapped
airline.
Thedecisiontostopproviding
fueltotheairlinetookeffectfrom
noon on Friday across the country because of non-payment of
dues,aspokespersonofthecountry’s largest oil marketing company said. The decision was
rolled back at around 4.30pm.
Later,aseniorIOCofficialsaid
on condition of anonymity that
Jet Airways hadn’t paid its dues
yet.
The official, however, did not
say how much the airline owes
the New Delhi-based public sector company.
A Jet Airways spokesperson
confirmedthatIOChadresumed
supplyofaviationfuelbutdidnot
comment on whether the airline
had cleared its dues, and what
hadledtoIOCrescindingitsdecision.Anindustryofficialsaiditis
likely that the government had
stepped in to ask IOC to extend a
credit line which would have
allowedittoresumefuelsupplies
and for Jet Airways to continue
operations. Queries sent to the
civil aviation secretary did not
yieldanyresponsetillpresstime.
Jet Airways, which has been
struggling to continue its operations,hasn’tpaidsalariestoasection of its staff since January.
Recently,theairlineinformedits
employees that the disbursal of
March salaries, too, would be
deferred.
JetAirwayshasbeenunableto
cope with rising costs and has

Jet faces more headwinds

₹8,411 cr ₹2,387.72 cr 89
The airline’s total
fuel cost in the
December quarter

Jet Airways’ gross
debt as of
September-end

AN INDUSTRY OFFICIAL
SAID IT IS LIKELY THAT
THE GOVT HAD STEPPED
IN TO ASK IOC TO EXTEND
A CREDIT LINE TO THE
TROUBLED AIRLINE

The number of
grounded Jet
Airways aircraft

26

The number of
planes it’s currently
operating

LESSORS SEEK TO DEREGISTER
MORE PLANES LEASED TO JET
NEWDELHI: Lessors to Jet
Airways (India) Ltd are
planning to ask India’s aviation regulator to deregister many more planes
leased to the airline, three
persons familiar with the
matter said, signalling a
planned bailout of the debtladen carrier is failing to
assuage their concerns.
About six lessors are
expected to apply to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) to deregister up to 15 planes that
have already been
grounded, over the next 10
days, one of the persons
with direct knowledge of
the matter told Reuters.
This is in addition to the
five planes that MC Avia-

also deferred interest and lease
rental payments to lessors. Lessors have either grounded or
repossessed aircraft earlier
leasedtotheMumbai-headquartered airline.
LenderstoJetAirwayssaidon
Thursday that bids for a stake
sale in the airline will be invited
on Saturday and these will have
to be submitted by 9 April.
TheJetAirwaysstakesalewill
be completed in a time-bound
manner,saidlendersledbyState
Bank of India. However, if there
are no satisfactory bids, the lenders may also explore initiating
bankruptcyproceedingsagainst
the beleaguered airline.

tion Partners, a subsidiary
of Mitsubishi Corp, applied
on Friday to de-register, the
source said.
Once deregistered, lessors can take the plane out
of the country and lease
them to other airlines.
While some lessors have
already taken their planes
out after a mutual agreement with Jet, people aware
of the matter say the latest
applications to do so are on
a non-consensual basis.
This deepens the crisis
for Jet that has had to
ground more than threequarters of its fleet of 119
planes, many due to nonpayment to lessors, leading
to hundreds of flight cancelREUTERS
lations.

swaraj.d@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Private sector lender

Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd (LVB)
on Friday said that its board has
approved a merger with mortgage financier Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd in an all stock
deal.
Themergedentity,tobecalled
Indiabulls Lakshmi Vilas Bank,
will be among the top eight private banks in India by size and
profitability,IndiabullsHousing
Financesaidinafilingwithstock
exchanges.
The swap ratio for the merger
has been fixed at 1:014, which
meansthatforevery100sharesof
LVB held by shareholders, they
will be entitled to receive 14
shares of Indiabulls Housing
Finance, according to the
exchange filing.
As of December 31, LVB operated569branchesand1,046ATMs
across 19 states and one Union
territory. Indiabulls Housing
Finance is involved in providing
home loans, loan against property to retail customer including
MSMEs and businesses, leaserentaldiscountingandconstructionfinancethroughanetworkof
branches spread across 18 states
and three Union territories.
The merger is subject to the
approval of the Reserve Bank of
India(RBI),aswellasthegrantof
other regulatory approvals.
LVB’s board believes that the
merger will unlock significant
valuethroughsynergiesandcreate a diverse retail loan book.
“The bank believes that the
mergerofsuchtwoorganizations
willunlockvaluethroughitsvarious synergies that exist exclusively but in unison,willcreate a
large and healthy diverse retail
asset book, high capital base for
stronggrowth,hugeopportunity
to foray into newer businesses
that may increase the risk fee
income base of amalgamated
entity such as wealth manage-

n

Lakshmi Vilas Bank operated 569 branches and 1,046 ATMs
across 19 states and one Union territory, as of December 31.

THE MERGED ENTITY, TO
BE CALLED INDIABULLS
LAKSHMI VILAS BANK,
WILL BE AMONG THE TOP
8 PRIVATE BANKS BY
SIZE AND PROFITABILITY
ment, asset management and
securities,” it said.
The merger will also increase
the geographic presence of the
mergedentityasIndiabullshasa
strong presence in northern and
western Indian markets, while
LVB has a strong presencein the
South.
ForIndiabulls,themergerwill
mean access to low-cost deposits
and an expanded distribution
franchise.“Cross-sellopportunities created through the merger
will help Indiabulls Housing
Finance to grow loan book
throughasuiteofconsumerloan
products, and give it access to
new fee generation opportunities. LVB’s shorter tenor loans
coupled with Indiabulls’ longer
maturity book will ensure ALM
(assetliabilitymismatch)optimization.Diversifiedloanbookwill
lead to evenly distributed risk

Zomato’s fiscal 2019 revenue Singhs face contempt proceedings in SC
triples, expenses surge sixfold
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The Supreme Court on

Varsha Bansal
n

varsha.b@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Online food ordering

and discovery platform Zomato
notched up strong revenue
growth over the last year, but
expenses skyrocketed at a much
faster pace. Revenue at the Gurgaon-based company shot up
from $68 million in FY18 to $206
millioninFY19,primarilydriven
byitsdeliveryvertical,according
to the company’s annual report
released on Friday.
Zomato,whichispresentinthe
capital intensive business of
delivering food, spent $500 million during FY19, marking a sixfold jump from the $80 million it
spent in the previous year.
The company claims its
annualrevenuerun-rate,usually
calculated on the basis of the
highest monthly revenue number, to be around $350 million.
Asfooddeliveryisamajorpart
of Zomato’s business, it has been
major contributor to the company’s revenue.
However, the company also
spent a large amount on promotional and marketing activities
for this vertical.
ThishasaccountedforasignificantchunkofZomato’s lossesof

n

Zomato’s delivery vertical was the biggest contributor to the food
ordering platform’s revenue.
MINT

about$294million.“Wehavehad
tremendousgrowthaidedbypromotional marketing spends to
acquire new users and be the
first-to-market in many cities in
India,” read the report.
Zomatohasalsoclaimedthatit
has improved its unit economics
over the last financial year.
During FY18, the company
spent around ₹44 per delivery,
whileinFY19itbroughtdownthe
costto₹25.“Uniteconomicsofthe
fooddeliverybusinesshavecome
a long way,” read the annual
report.“Thekeydriver metricof

unit economics—number of
deliveries per rider per hour—
has gone up to 1.4 from 0.9 last
year,” the report said.
The company’s financials
come at a time when Zomato,
which is in the market to raise
capital, is locked in an intense
battleformarketleadershipwith
competitor Swiggy.
ZomatoMedia,whichownsthe
online food delivery and restaurant discovery platform, sold its
UAE food delivery business to
Germany’sDeliveryHeroGroup
for about $172 million in March.

Friday warned the former promoters of Ranbaxy that they will
be imprisoned if they are found
guilty of contempt of court after
they failed to abide by an international tribunal decision that
requires them to pay ₹3,500 crore
to Daiichi Sankyo.
A bench led by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi said it
will start hearing the contempt
petition against Malvinder and
Shivinder Singh by Daiichi
Sankyo for not coming up with a
proposal to secure the amount
that a Singaporean Arbitration
Tribunal awarded in favour of
Daiichi Sankyo.
The court also stayed proceedings in a National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) and listed the
matter for hearing on April 11.
“If we find them guilty we will
send them to jail,” CJI Gogoi told
the two brothers who were
present in the court.
The bench also comprising
justices Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna, was dissatisfied over
their response to the query on
how they would secure the
award.
The brothers said there were
thousands of crores of assets of
their companies but some were
encumbered. Their shares, they
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Boeing CEO says ‘sorry’ for lives lost in air crashes
Agencies
n

feedback@livemint.com

WASHINGTON: Boeing chief

executive officer (CEO) Dennis Muilenburg has said the
company was “sorry for the
lives lost” in the two 737 Max
crashes that took place within
a span of five months.
“We at Boeing are sorry for
the lives lost in the recent 737
MAX accidents. These tragedies continue to weigh heavily
on our hearts and minds, and
we extend our sympathies to
the loved ones of the passengers and crew on board Lion
Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian
Airlines Flight 302, Muilenburg said in a video statement.
The statement came after
Ethiopian authorities issued a
preliminary report on Thursday on the March 10 crash that
killed 157 people. They found
that a malfunctioning sensor
sent faulty data to the Boeing
737 Max 8’s anti-stall system
and triggered a chain of events
that ended in a crash so violent
it reduced the plane to shards

n

Dennis Muilenburg, CEO, Boeing Co.

and pieces. The pilots’ struggle, and the tragic ending, mirrored an October 29 crash of a
Lion Air Max 8 off the coast of
Indonesia, which killed 189
people.
The anti-stall system, called
MCAS (Maneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System), automatically lowers the
plane’s nose under some circumstances to prevent an aerodynamic stall. Boeing
acknowledged that a sensor in
the Ethiopian Airlines jet mal-

BLOOMBERG/FILE

functioned, triggering MCAS
when it was not needed. The
company repeated that it is
working on a software
upgrade to fix the problem in
its best-selling plane.
“It’s our responsibility to
eliminate this risk,” CEO Dennis Muilenburg said in a video.
“We own it, and we know how
to do it.” From nearly the
moment they roared down the
runway and took off in their
new Boeing jetliner, the pilots
of Ethiopian Airlines Flight

302 encountered problems
with the plane, the preliminary report said.
Almost immediately, a
device called a stick shaker
began vibrating the captain’s
control column, warning him
that the plane might be about
to stall and fall from the sky.
For six minutes, the pilots
were bombarded by alarms as
they fought to fly the plane, at
times pulling back in unison
on their control columns in a
desperate attempt to keep the
huge jet aloft.
The 33-page preliminary
report, which is subject to
change in the coming months,
is based on information from
the plane’s flight data and
cockpit voice recorders, the
so-called black boxes. It
includes a minute-by-minute
narrative of a gripping and
confusing scene in the cockpit.
Thursday’s preliminary
report found that both pilots
performed all the procedures
recommended by Boeing on
the March 10 flight but still
could not control the jet.

n

Shivinder Mohan Singh (left) and Malvinder Mohan Singh.

added, in Fortis and Religare,
could be sold “strategically” to
pay the amount.
Malvinder told the bench that
his assets can be sold but he is yet
to get his dues to the tune of
₹6,300 crore, of which ₹4,300
crore is to be recovered from
Gurinder Singh Dhillon, head of
the Radha Soami Satsang.
But the CJI found the
response “neither here nor
there.” “You may be owning half
of the world but there is no concrete plan as to how the arbitral
amount would be realised. You
said that somebody owed you
₹6,000 crore. But this is neither

HT/FILE

here nor there,” he said.
The court was hearing a plea
by Daiichi Sankyo to stall sale
deal between Fortis and Malaysian healthcare group IHH Bhd.
Daiichi had bought Ranbaxy in
2008.
Later, it moved the Singapore
arbitration tribunal alleging the
Singh brothers had concealed
information that Ranbaxy, while
selling its shares, was facing an
investigation by the US Food and
Drug Administration and
Department of Justice. Singh
brothers had resigned as directors from the board of Fortis
Healthcare in February 2018

pursuant to Delhi high court
order against them.
“The stay has been granted in
response to Daiichi plea that
NCLT proceedings initiated by
Religare Finvest against some of
judgment debtors and garnishee
companies would impede recovery of Daiichi’s dues and impose
moratorium on execution proceeding,” said Amit Mishra,
partner at P&A law offices that
represents Daiichi Sankyo.
Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
representing one of the brothers,
claimed “some babaji” has
siphoned off the money of the
two brothers and they have been
duped.
Senior advocate Fali S Nariman, appearing for Daiichi
Sankyo, urged the court to
restrain the NCLT from proceeding with the hearing before it,
which the court allowed.
According to him the brothers
want the hearing to be delayed so
that they can go ahead with the
insolvency proceedings.
SC had on the last hearing
asked the brothers to consult
their financial and legal advisors
and submit a plan by March 28.
“You were the flag bearers of the
pharmacare industry and it
doesn’t look good that you are
appearing in court,” it had said,
adding: “hopefully it will be the
last time you are appearing in
the court”.

CCI okays L&T’s ₹10,700-cr
deal to take over Mindtree
Anirudh Laskar
n

anirudh.l@livemint.com

Mumbai The Competition Commission of India (CCI) on Friday
approved Larsen and Toubro
Ltd’s (L&T’s) proposal to buy a
66.32% controlling stake in Bengaluru-based information technology (IT) services firm MindtreeLtdforaround₹10,700crore.
Twopeoplewithdirectknowledge of the approval confirmed
the development.
CCI’s approval was crucial as
L&TalreadyhasitsownITservices subsidiary L&T Infotech Ltd
whose market capitalization is
almost twice that of Mindtree. If
L&T Infotech and Mindtree are
merged the combined market
capitalization will be close to
₹46,000 crore, which is just a bit
higher than half of Tech Mahindra Ltd’s market capitalization
(₹76,623 crore on BSE as of Friday) and far less than IT services
giants such as Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd, Infosys Ltd, CognizantTechnologySolutionsCorp.,

CCI’S NOD WAS CRUCIAL
AS MARKET CAP OF
L&T’S IT SERVICES
ARM L&T INFOTECH IS
ALMOST TWICE THAT
OF MINDTREE
WiproLtdandHCLTechnologies
Ltd.
“The CCI approval came in
record time. Usually, CCI
approval takes more than 21
days. This shows the confidence
of the regulatory authorities in
the deal,” said one of the two persons mentioned above.
Thedeal,however,stillawaits
approval from the anti-trust
authorities of Germany and the
US as Mindtree has clients in
those countries.
On 18 March, the country’s
largest engineering and construction conglomerate L&T
announceditsdecisiontolaunch
anopenoffertobuyanadditional
31%inMindtreeafteragreeingto

buya 20.32%stakefromthe company’slargestshareholdergroup
that includes Café Coffee Day
founderV.G.Siddharthaandtwo
of his affiliate firms for ₹3,269
crore. L&Talso saiditwouldbuy
a 15% stakein Mindtree from the
open market. The total of 66.32%
shares will cost L&T around
₹10,700croreat₹980perMindtree
share.
L&T’s open offer will be on
between14Mayand27May.L&T
has proposed to keep Mindtree
operating independently for the
timebeingbuton19March,inan
investorpresentation,L&Tmentionedthatitmayconsiderapossible merger of Mindtree with
L&TInfotechoncethecombined
revenues,includingthoseofL&T
TechnologyServices,crossthe$5
billion threshold.
In its offer documents, L&T
has said that the purpose of
acquiring control of Mindtree is
mainly to grow the revenue and
profit of its asset light services
business portfolio and increase
the return on equity.

profile,” the statement said.
The merged bank will aim to
deliver a return on equity in
excess of 20% through optimal
utilization of resources and synergies created, it added. For the
fiscal year ending 31 March,
LVB’s loan advances stood at
₹24,123 crore, while Indiabulls’
totalloanassetsstoodat₹1.24trillion.
On Friday, shares of LVB
closed at ₹92.75 apiece, up 4.98%
on the BSE, while shares of IndiabullsHousingFinanceclosedat
₹903.15 per share, up by 0.53%.
The announcement was made
after market hours.
“My overall sense is that
returnonassets(RoA)andreturn
on equity (RoE) will not vary too
much from our projections.
Gradually we should stabilize
RoE at 18% and RoA at 2%,” said
Parthasarathi Mukherjee, managing director and chief executive officer of Lakshmi Vilas
Bank.
Sameer Gehlaut, chairman of
IndiabullsHousingFinancesaid,
“Wearelookingforwardtowalking the path of banking from
shadow banking and welcome
RBI’s direct supervision on our
existing and future business.”

GOVT WANTS
TAXPAYERS TO
GIVE MORE INFO
IN ITR FORMS
Gireesh Chandra Prasad
n

gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: Individuals and busi-

nesses have to disclose more
details of their professional and
residential status, as well as
their income, while filing tax
returns for FY19, according to
the new forms notified on
Thursday night by the income
tax (I-T) department. The aim is
to increase transparency and
narrow the scope for tax evasion.
The new norms bar individuals who hold directorships in
companies or had investments
in unlisted company shares in
the last fiscal year from using
the simpler forms—income tax
return (ITR)-1 or ITR -4. They
have to use either ITR-2 or ITR-3
forms in which details of holdings of unlisted equity shares
have to be disclosed.
This covers those who have
received employee stock
options in unlisted companies,
including those listed outside
India, experts said.
The new forms also require
individuals to disclose more
details about their residential
status, such as the number of
days spent in India and abroad,
rather than giving a self-declaration on residential status. The
scope of reporting foreign assets
and bank accounts has also been
scaled up.
Those who claim income tax
exemption for farm income will
have to disclose where the agricultural land is located, its size,
whether it is irrigated or rainfed, and whether they own the
land or hold it on lease.
Taxpayers will need to be
careful while filing returns and
will need to collate additional
details well in advance, said
experts.
The option of filing
tax returns in physical form is
now available only to people
aged 80 or more and are filing
the simpler ITR -1 or ITR -4
forms.
The new ITR forms seek to
increase the disclosure requirement on property transactions
too, said Archit Gupta, founder
and chief executive officer of
Cleartax.com, a taxpayer service provider.
“It is now mandatory for sellers to report in ITR forms, the
name, permanent account number, address with pin code, both
in case of short-term as well as
long-term capital gains earned
by a seller,” Gupta said.
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PROPERTY

EMPLOYMENT
A INTERNATIONAL Caribbean

DEHRADUN

based company requires Journalist(
Freshers Also) to write editorial and
articles for our online NEWS portal.
Also requires candidates for
promoting and handling of our
social media accounts including
YouTube and Facebook minimum
salary package starts from 70
thousand plus air tickets and
accommodation interview On
08/04/19 at 306 L Model Town
Jalandhar.Timing 12 to 1.00 PM
Mobile No 8872800503.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, MAKHAN Singh S/o Jaswant
Singh, Permanent resident of VPO
Majari, Tehsil and Distt. Bilaspur
(HP), presently residing at 12559
94A Ave SURREY, BC V2V 1M7,
changed my name Makhan Singh to
Makhan Singh Atwal.

BUSINESS OFFER

HINDUSTAN TIMES, C H AN D I G AR H
SATURDAY, APRIL 06, 2019

COURT NOTICES

COURT NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, HARKISHAN Lal S/o Machi Ram
R/o Village Thatheran Wala Tehsil
Jalalabad West Fazilka changed my
name to Harkrishan Lal.

I, NIKHILESH Kumar S/o Chandra
Kumar Tripathi, Flat No. 203, Tower
11, Savitry Green, Zirakpur (SAS
Nagar), changed name to Nikhilesh
Kumar Tripathi.

I, SANDEEP Kaur Bansal w/o Sh.
Ravinder Singh H.No. 3551, Sector71, Mohali (Pb.) have changed my
name from Sandeep Kaur Bansal to
Sandeep Kaur.

I, MEENA Kumari W/o Reshma
Singh, Kheti, Ropar, have changed
name to Satwinder Kaur.

I, GANESH Datt S/o Sh. Joginder Pal
R/o H.No. 3, F.F., Buterla, Sector
41B, Chandigarh have changed my
name from Ganesh Datt to Ganesh
Dutt.

I, NO 13763883 W Hav Jagjit Singh
S/O Jagan Singh R/O Vill- Mallowal
(P.O) Gazikot Distt. Gurdaspur (Pb)143530 Serving In 5 Jak Rifles C/O
56 Apo Have Changed. The Name Of
My Daughter Mania Thakur To
Manya Vide Affidavit No. 7117 And
Serial No. 521 Dated 05-04-2019
Before Notary Gurdaspur.

I, AMARPREET Singh Luna S/o
Mohinder Singh Luna R/o Kothi-No.
521,Phase-1,SAS-Nagar(Mohali),have
changed my minor daughter's name
from Gornoor Luna to Gurnoor
Kaur.Correct name of her mother is
Gagandeep Kaur instead of
Gagandeep.
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Self-completion of housing projects:
Far-fetched or viable alternative?

Accor Group looks
to bring Raffles
Hotels to India

SOLUTION Successful self-completion of stalled projects depends on the actual state of the work undertaken so far

Bidya Sapam

Anuj Puri

MUMBAI :French hospitality firm
Accor Group is looking to introduce a host of brands from its
global portfolio including Raffles Hotels and Resorts to India
to have a deeper presence in the
country, said a top company
executive.
“Accor has just 51 hotels in
India. I need to find the right
recipe to have 200-300 hotels in
this country. I will push Accor
more and more to be present in
India. We have to accelerate our
India growth,” Sebastien Bazin,
chairman and chief executive
officer of Accor Group, said in
an interview.
As part of its plans to grow its
global presence in the luxury
category, the hotel chain will
also bring its most expensive
brand, Raffles, by signing up a
new property each in Udaipur
and Jaipur.
“This is the first time Raffles
as a brand will come to India.
We have been working on
launching it for sometime. This
country is growing very fast and
has a lot of heritage sites that
people want to visit,” Bazin
said.
Accor may also introduce
five other upscale lifestyle hotel
brands—Banyan Tree, SO, Delano, Mondrian and Mama Shelter—in India over the next three
to five years.
At present, the company
operates 10 brands including
Fairmont, Swissotel, Grand
Mercure, Novotel and Ibis.
India currently contributes
less than 2% to Accor’s global
sales.
First launched in 1887 in
Singapore, Raffles is present in

n

cial status.
Only smaller-sized projects
(of 200 units per project or less)
can be considered a safe option
for buyers opting for self-construction.
Smaller projects are easier to
develop than mid or large-sizes
ones.
Projects under litigation cannot be considered as candidates
for self-completion.
That apart, smaller builders
unable to complete their project
can still consider mergers or JVs
with bigger players having sufficient financial capabilities to
complete the project.
This option should be seriously considered before selfcompletion is.

letters@hindustantimes.com

Self-redevelopment of old, dilapidated housing projects in cities
like Mumbai is a much-talkedabout new phenomenon and is
rapidly catching on because it is,
in many cases, a practically possible proposition. Self-completion of stalled projects is, however, another ballgame altogether.
The issue of stalled or delayed
project is one of the major pain
points of the Indian real estate
sector currently. With buyers
feeling the heat of delays, it is not
surprising that some are now
considering completing the projects themselves.
This falls within the realm of
possibility if the project in question has sufficient cash flows but
is delayed for other reasons.
Rather than being victims,
some buyers prefer to take matters into their own hands and are
forming groups, hiring contractors and even consulting with
Government authorities about
the process of completing their
projects themselves.
THE CHALLENGES OF
SELF-COMPLETION
Realistically speaking, it is a
mammoth task to build a real
estate project, and only experts
within this domain will know the
inherent challenges.
Projects stuck due to land
ownership titles flaws or litigations may not be doable self-completion propositions for buyers
at all.
Besides lack of expertise in
handling project construction,

n

it is obviously unfair for homebuyers to complete a project for which they have already paid

the appointment of experts and
the overall completion process
can be a very expensive affair for
buyers who have already shelled
out for the properties themselves.
Successful self-completion
also depends on the actual state
of the delayed project – its stage
of completion, financial health,
size, land title, etc. In short, there
are a lot of potential hurdles to
factor in, so the trend of project
self-completion may still take a
while to catch momentum.
In fact, it may not even be
legally possible in many cases.
At the end of the day, the
project’s developer holds the
development rights and may

refuse to relinquish them. Or the
project is stuck because of insurmountable legal issues such as
lack of proper development
rights, flawed land title, etc.
Also, it is obviously unfair for
homebuyers to shell out more
monies to complete a project for
which they have already paid
earlier on. Only if all buyers are
fully convinced on several fronts
and are capable to take charge
can they consider going ahead
with self-completion of the
project.
As time has proven, getting a
unilateral buy-in for any massive undertakings such as redevelopment, which involves considerable inconveniences, can be

MINT/FILE

far from easy. It is just a short
stretch to apply this dynamic to
self-completion.
Many existing buyers in a
stuck project may continue to
believe in the developer’s ability
to complete it, and refuse to participate.
PARAMETERS FOR VIABLE SELF-COMPLETION
At least 85-90% of construction in
the concerned project should
have been completed.
The financial health of the
said project must be sound - in
other words, the delay should
have been due to reasons other
than lack of funds. The developer
must be able to show the finan-

THE ADVANTAGES OF
SELF-COMPLETION
If all buyers, as well as the developer, agree for self-completion
and there are sufficient cashflows and no legal impediments,
self-completion of a housing
project can be a win-win situation for everyone concerned.
Once the project gets completed,
it will increase the overall value
of an otherwise dead property by
at least 20-30%.
While people who bought
their flats for self-use can finally
live in their own homes and save
on rentals as well as EMIs, others
who were looking to earn rentals
can begin reaping income. Such
a scenario is obviously far more
beneficial in the long run than an
incomplete, dead project.
From the builder’s standpoint, if a project gets complete,
he offloads unsold inventory. As
it is, most buyers now prefer

n

ready-to-move-in homes.
HOW THE GOVERNMENT
CAN AID THE CAUSE
Self-completion is stuck housing
projects is still largely uncharted
policy territory.
If enough buyer bodies representing otherwise sound projects of sizes which can feasibly
be completed begin to come forward, we may see a new policy
offshoot to come to their aid
emerge. This is by no means out
of the question.
The government is already
making concerted efforts to pull
the sector out of its woes - from
doling out sops in the budget to
offering GST rate cuts that will
woo back buyers and investors.
Subsequently, the Government
and RBI are taking steps to make
finance more accessible to the
cash-strapped developers so that
projects stuck due to funding
issues can get completed.
The RERA authority across
states is also tightening its grip
on defaulting developers, and so
is the judicial system - including
the apex court, which has, in
recent past, given several orders
favouring homebuyers.
All in all, homebuyers are
now gradually seeing a change in
trend wherein their rights and
interests are being heard and
respected.
In such a rebooted market
environment, pitches for selfcompletion of stuck projects can
certainly be taken seriously and
adequate policy provisions made
to enable them in their quest.
The author is Chairman – ANAROCK
Property Consultants

bidya.s@htlive.com

CONSIDERED EUROPE’S
LARGEST HOTEL CHAIN
WITH 38 HOTEL BRANDS,
PARIS-BASED ACCOR
GROUP HAS BEEN ON AN
ACQUISITION SPREE
13 countries including Paris,
Istanbul, Warsaw and Jakarta.
According to Bazin, India has
been one of the complex countries when it comes to achieving
speed and scale, despite being
one of the fastest growing economies of the world.
Considered Europe’s largest
hotel chain with 38 hotel
brands, Paris-based Accor
Group has been on an acquisition spree, shelling out €6.5 billion on buying several hotels
across the world in the last four
years.
Bazin said the contribution
from Accor’s luxury hotels segment to its overall sales has
gradually increased to 50% in
the last five years, though the
company has been largely
present in the mid to economy
segment for the longest time.
“We have been productminded for long. We want to go
client-minded. We see that the
biggest customer loyalty is in
luxury brand. In luxury segment, people want to have the
best brand, offer and experience
price becomes not so important,” Bazin said, adding that
luxury hotels do not heavily
depend on the online platform
online.
This helps to save on the huge
commission that the online
travel agents charge from
hotels for booking rooms, Bazin
said.

Oyo books $200 million GST on real estate: What it means for you
funding from Airbnb
Vivina Vishwanathan
n

Varsha Bansal
n

varsha.b@htlive.com

BENGALURU: Airbnb Inc., the

world’s largest home-sharing
platform, on Monday said it has
invested an undisclosed amount
in India’s budget hotel startup,
Oyo (Oravel Stays Pvt. Ltd), as
the US company seeks to bolster
its hotel-booking business ahead
of a planned IPO. Two people
familiar with the matter said
Airbnb has invested between $150
million and $200 million in Oyo as
part of the Indian startup’s Series
E funding round.
The Oyo-Airbnb deal will
immediately allow Oyo’s 10,000
villas and homes in India, Dubai
and other markets to be listed on
the Airbnb platform, expanding
Oyo’s international reach and
strengthening Airbnb’s presence
in Asia, one of the two people cited

above said, on condition of anonymity. “Both will explore opportunities to collaborate on a range
of projects,” said the person cited
above. “The key one is going to be
making Oyo accommodation
available on the Airbnb platform.”
The home-renting company is
adding hotels to its listings inventory as part of a strategy to attract
travellers who find renting a
home from a stranger risky.
On 8 March, Airbnb bought
HotelTonight, an app for finding
hotel rooms at a discount, ahead
of its proposed initial public offering (IPO). In 2018, online travel
operator Cleartrip acquired
Saudi Arabia’s leading travel
aggregator Flyin.
Analysts say that Airbnb is
increasingly becoming a broadbased travel company rather
than just a home rental platform.

This deal further reinforces that
perception which would be good
for the company ahead of its public offering. Since it entered the
country almost three years ago,
India has become an important
market for Airbnb. While the
home-rental platform has about
47,000 properties listed in India,
globally Airbnb has almost 6 million listings across 81,000 cities in
191 countries.
In India, Oyo is present in more
than 259 cities, with more than
8,700 buildings and over 173,000
rooms, the hotel startup claims.
Oyo raised around $800 million
from Japan’s SoftBank Group
Corp. last year as part of the
Series E funding, which was followed by infusions from Chinese
ride-hailing giant Didi Chuxing
and Asian ride-hailing giant
Grab.
Reuters contributed to this story.

MUMBAI: When the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council meet
last week, the outcome was that
now real estate developers could
choose either to opt for old GST
rate with input tax credit benefit
or go for the new reduced GST
rate without input tax credit.
This change for the developer
will have no impact for you as a
homebuyer. Here is why:

THE CHANGE
Before the February GST Council meeting, the GST on real
estate was 12% with input tax
credit and for affordable housing
it was 8% with input tax credit.
Input tax credit is the credit on
the material used for the project.
In February, this was revised to
5% without input credit and for
affordable housing it was 1%
without input credit. Majority of
the developers were unhappy
about the change. Their issue
was not with the new GST rate

OTHERS

FLATS FOR SALE

NORTH EAST Corner, 350 yards,

CHANDIGARH

MOHALI

5 MARLA 2½ storey liveable house

3BHK-110SQ.YARD NEWVILLA for sale in Sector-117 near

near Park Sector- 23, 4/5 Marla
Sector- 40C, 46C, 7½ Marla triple
liveable Sector- 22, Satya Estates
98146-63320

6 MARLA 2nd floor Sector 20-A,
Chandigarh for Immediate sale.
Contact owner 83605-85806,
94634- 44891.

MOHALI

airport-Rd next to TDI for-sale
please call-7347215285/8427773399

storey building on road for sale
Shimla sumerhill dealer excuse Contact owner 9910076888,
9779181973

MOHALI: SHOWROOM opposite

KOTHI 242 sq.yards sale in Ambala
city Ganesh Vihar near Ambala Public School Contact: 9814612988.

5 MARLA Ground, 2 bedroom/
washroom, drawing/ dinning
kitchen, 1288/22B, 9815216911

FLATS FOR SALE

ONE KANAL house in north chan-

3+1, BHK 1850 sq.ft 3A- 702, 7th

digarh and south chandigarh. Single
lane & park facing. 9878533999

floor available for sale in Suncity
Parikrama Sector 20, Panchkula.
Contact- Kush Mahajan 9878979454, 78149-29454

MOHALI
Built-up Super Luxury Fully
Furnished Villa in OMAXE New
Chandigarh with ultra modern
amenities like home theatre, Gym,
Swimming Pool, Snooker Table, Bar,
Modular Kitchen, Diakin Air
Conditioning (VRV) Security System
with all inbuilt Electronic Appliances
and Home Automation System.
Contact: 9872866600

FREEHOLD RENTED Property for
sale at Industrial area Phase 8B,
Mohali Genuine return 8.5%
(Approx.) of total investment
9779411000

INDUSTRIAL PLOT triple storey
500 square yard facing east and
park in 8-B, Near Airport Road,
Mohali five stories and IT approved
98150-08924

AVAILABLE 200, 250, 500 Yards
Plots & Brand New Houses in Sector
94 & 91 Mohali. Wealth Creator98887-77241

2 KANAL(100X90) corner side
Broad Plot Phase 8B, Mohali
Suitable for Hotel/ Hospital etc.
9779411000

SCO SIZE 80 yards Possession
ready, Airport Road, tdi city Mohali,
two adjoining showroom sites sector
108 Mohali 9815216911

PREMIUM 3BHK + Servant room
independent Apartments with lift
and club plus two covered car
parkings, Mohali. Price starting 70
Lac Call 98150-29454

3 BHK corner floor for sale
complete wood work just RS. 29/lacs in Kishan pura (Peer Muchalla)
adj. Sector 20, Panchkula Contact:81950-00365.

3 BEDROOM, drawing, dinning,

PROPERTY
ZIRAKPUR
25 GAJ Double storey two room set
in Basant Vihar Phase 2 Dhakoli
(Zirakpur) 99883-12266.

furnished, modular kitchen, lift, garage, mansa devi complex, sector 5,
panchkula. 9417601823

AVAILABLE 3 & 4 BHK Flats in
Regency Heights, Savitry Tower,
Multitech Tower Sector 91 Mohali.
Wealth Creator- 98887-77241

3+1 BHK 1850 sq.ft facing park 2nd

PANCHKULA
1 KANAL Plot A- Road Sector- 15,
another 6.5 Marla Plot Price Sector11, Panchkula. Contact:- 8195000365

floor in Suncity Parikrama Sector
20, Panchkula. Contact- 9876166800, 81950-00365

INDEPENDENT ONE bedroom
kitchen bathroom fully furnished,
geysers, fans, cooler, TV, Fridge
216/6 9888272162

3 BEDROOM flat top floor
Connaught residency Tdi city Mohali,
Evergreen, Tower, Kharar
9815216911

PLOT FOR SALE
MOHALI AEROCITY Plot 500
yard 1039 Block-B, North East
Facing, Registry Case Owner: 9856237000

238 SQYARDS plot for sale Prime
location at Shivalik Vihar M Block
Nayagaon. Dealer Excuse. Owner
73072-74777

FULLY FURNISHED AC Accom-

MOHALI: COMMERCIAL show-

GMADA (SECTOR 88-89), Plot
300 and 100 sq yard, Direct Deal.
7986293017, 9815921143

2500 SQ.YDS Plot for sale in
Phase-8B, Industrial Area Mohali.
Contact: 98159-69009

LAND FOR SALE
2000 SQ yards Prime commercial
land on Chandigarh Ambale highway
near Derabassi. Call 9216003333,
9501509991

room, ground floor with basement
available for rent in busy market,
Phase-10 Ample parking space,
Bank/ MNC preferred. Contact:
9417780007

ONE KANAL Fully Furnished 2 BHK
House First Floor Sector 36
Chandigarh. Only For MNC and
Doctors. 95013-38260.

Girls in Sector-33, Chandigarh.
Contact: 9888213655.

14 MARLA Independent full house
for rent in Sector 40-B, Chandigarh.
Contact: 9417040081

3 BHK Drawing Dining 2 Bathrooms,
kitchen # 1740, FF, Sector 34-D,
Chandigarh. 9915081740

FURNISHED STUDIO Apartment
Sector 9, Chandigarh. available for
Rent. Contact: 9815151177

SECTOR-8, 10A, 3 BHK Furnished,
Kanal 2 / 3 BHK Sector- 18A, 21A,
33A. 75083-73205

BASEMENT OF 2 Booths for rent.

WANTED/ AVAILABLE 2/3
Bedrooms House/ Flat &
Commercial Properties for rent in
Mohali Phase-7, 9, 10, 11, 3B1, 3B2.
Sector- 68, 69, 70, 71. Rajan 9915600888.

INDEPENDENT SEMI-FURNISHED, Drawing Dining, Lobby,
first floor, House in Sector-71, working Couple preferred. Contact:
9888886371.

INDEPENDENT FURNISHED
room second floor, attached bath,
Geyser, Cooler, kitchenette for Male
Executive Single/ Double sharing
bases. 98880-84049

Posh Locality Phase-7 Mohali. Near
Axis Bank. 98882-22000, 9888334411.

TOLET 1100 sq.ft Ground floor,

3+1, BHK 1850 sq.ft available for

New Timber Market, Sector 26,
Chandigarh. 8360061314.

rent in Suncity Parikrama Sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact- Kush Mahajan
98789-79454, 78149-29454

CABINS AVAILABLE
PG FOR boys fully furnished, newly
constructed house in panchkula,
prime location. 8288888039,
9888602510

3 BHK DD first floor flat in army society GH 79 sec 20 contact
9417200121

NEWLY RENOVATED fully furnished one room set in panchkula
sector 17, excellent location with
ample parking. 9814915802

3 BHK + Servant Quarter, Fully
Marbled, Fully AC, Facing Park,
Ample Parking Sector 45-A,
Chandigarh. +9198152-55755

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

PANCHKULA

one BHK, One/ Two/ Three Room
sets, first/ Second floor, 402/8,
9888154848

FIRST FLOOR Furnished D/D One
bedrooms and One small room,
Balconies attached bath AC TV
Microwave Gas Sofa. 2001/44C,
98140-08448.

objective is to get maximum pricing that can be obtained from the
market. But that is usually limited by the buyer’s capacity.” In
this case also, the developer will
want to stretch it to the maximum.
“However, the market has
limited the pricing very strongly
in the last several years. There is
no scope to increase pricing as of
now. On the contrary every
opportunity for the price to
decrease they will have to make
the adjustment,” Nandan said.
According to real estate
experts, developers don’t have
scope to move prices upward.
The home prices will basically
have no impact due to the recent
announcement by the GST
Council.
In case you see a change in
pricing, it is largely due to the
GST reduction that happened in
February this year and also
depends on the market environment. Also, GST reduction
should not be the sole reason for
you to buy a house.

INDEPENDENT FURNISHED

MOHALI

DLF FYDE park new chandigarh 350
sqyds plot at most reasonable price.
9878533999

WHY YOU WILL NOT SEE
ANY IMPACT
If you are planning to buy a
house, last week’s development
will have no impact on your pricing. For buyers, the perspective
in February itself showed that
prices will come down. Last
week’s announcement gives
developers a breathing space.
Though the government has
given an option for developers,
largely they will have to work on
the pricing based on the market
condition.
Arvind Nandan, the executive
director-research of Knight
Frank India, said, “The sellers’

PANCHKULA

CHANDIGARH

PLOT/ KOTHI 5, 6, 8, 10 marla sec- FULLY-FURNISHED AC PG for
tor78, 79, 80 Mohali contact:7229912655

ISTOCKPHOTO

part of their long-term purchases. For them, this new move
will be beneficial,” said Anuj
Puri, the chairman of Anarock
Property Consultants.
Also, projects in which constructions have commenced
before 1 April 2019, the developer
will have the option to opt for the
old or new GST rate. However,
for the projects which will start

TO-LET

Sarvhitkari Society, Cat-A Flat,
Whole Teakwood Work, Well
Maintained. Only Service Class.
98143-05511

HILL TOP Resort for sale. Chail Kufri
Road, Himachal Pradesh. Contact:
9815151177

The market has limited the pricing very strongly

but about the input tax credit
which the government dropped
in the change.
After the developers
expressed their concern about
the input tax credit, the government decided to provide a choice.
“There was justifiable worry
about what would happen to the
input stock which they have
accumulated much before as

3 BHK, 1st Floor, Sector- 48A,

flats/ floors ( two bedrooms to four
bedrooms) Chandigarh, Mohali. KK
Associates 98141-38383, 9914108383

Sector 33 @ 1.65 also 8 Marla
Ground Sector 20. 98151-86915.

n

modation for Boys/ Executives,
Independent/ Sharing Sector 37A,
Chandigarh 94639-62550, 9463743086.

AVAILABLE/ WANTED kothies/

CHANDIGARH 10 Marla New First

AVAILABLE 300 sq. yard, Newly

Double Storey, 5 Bedrooms, Drawing
dining, Lobby, Kitchen, 200 meters
from Chandigarh road, Sunny
Enclave Mohali. 81461-08400

ON A Very Picture q location 5.5

parking Phase 6. Two bay first floor
Phase 1. 8 Marla Kothi Old Sector 71.
Verma 98767-35909, 98766-35909.

after 1 April 2019, the developer
will have to opt for the new GST
rate. Real estate experts said that
the GST Council’s announcement made last week, was almost
on expected lines. “The Election
Commission’s model code of conduct is in force, and reducing
taxes at this point could have
been interpreted as a move to
woo voters,” noted Puri.

vivina.v@htlive.com

3 ROOMS, attached bathrooms, 10
marla, first floor, corner, sector-12A,
panchkula. Contact- 9465222979,
8146857785

2 BHK FF 10 Marla 2859 Sector-21,
Panchkula. Adequate parking facility. 9888538599

3 BHK flat available for rent with
fans, lights RS. 15000/- in Sector 20,
another 3 BHK Flat in MDC-5,
Panchkula Contact:- 81950-00365.

INDEPENDENT TWO BHK F.F.
INDEPENDENT TWO Room set
first floor, kanal house, Phase 3A,
Large Terrace, small family.
9646313252

INDEPENDENT SEMI-FURNISHED two room set, first floor
in phase-4, working couple preferred. Contact: 9888090966.

INDEPENDENT TWO Rooms Set

SEMI FURNISHED two rooms,
two washrooms, kitchen (ground).
Small family/ single executive.
1036/21, 94170-39673.

1 BEDROOM first floor furnished
AC/ geyser/ TV/ fridge near market
sector-21, for company executive.
9988326001

Second floor four Marla house
couple preferred. 617 phase 7,
98888-14617.

2ND FLOOR one bedroom attached

FULLY FURNISHED Room for

bath, DD, modular kitchen, store,
open terrace 12A, panchkula
9569310753

Girls, Phase-7 ground floor, posh
area. Contact. 98882-22000, 9888334411.

1 BHK First floor, attached
washroom and store room sector69, Mohali. 99888-77623

TOLET SERVICE room/ flat/ PG
and independent house available in
panchkula. Satyam properties:
9316972600, 9779184319.

Two bedrooms, store, S.F. One bedroom, kitchen. 764/7 Panchkula.
9888310765.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE
BANQUET HALL in raipurani centrally air-conditioned restaurant,
swimming pool, 6 rooms, 3 lawns
spread in 8 acres. Contact: 9855499999.

OFFICE SPACE Available 1500+
Sqft, in the heart of Chandigarh.
Most suitable for CAs, Architects,
Back End Office, with all Amenities.
Contact +9198152-55755

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/
CONTRACTOR
A-CLASS CONSTRUCTION
structure work with material with
qualified engineer (kothi's/ baungalows/ showroom with interiors)
Bansal- 9417483183, 9781278033

TRICITY'S CONSTRUCTION expert in showrooms, villas, institutions, industry, group housing (turn
key basis) contact 7380011225.

SPACE FOR ATM

1700 SQFT 1st 2nd floor showroom

ATM/ ENTRY/ MNC Heart of main

17 phase-6 mohali insurance/
pharma/ education/ companies
98153-74314

Market- 37C, Chandigarh 8289090133. also many Saleable House
hold items.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

L Pts NRR*

SRH

4

3

1

6

1.780

KKR

0.534

4

3

1

6

KXIP 4

3

1

6

0.164

CSK

4

3

1

6

-0.084

DC

5

2

3

4

0.029

MI

4

2

2

4

-0.087

RR

4

1

3

2

-0.333

RCB

5

0

5

0

-1.616

*Updated till RCB-KKR match

shortstories

shows the
Russellblitzasusualleaves Nabi
way in Afghan
RCBreelingafterfifthdefeat spin revolution
GAME-CHANGER Kohli, De Villiers raise century stand but Russell’s 48* off 13 balls gives KKR victory

Khurram Habib

Somshuvra Laha

NEWDELHI: Back in 2003-04, when

n

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

BENGALURU: You would think by

n

Ricky Ponting.

GETTY IMAGES

PONTING BLASTS
‘WORST’ KOTLA
TRACK POST LOSS
NEW DELHI: Delhi Capitals coach
Ricky Ponting said the Ferozeshah
Kotla ground staff provided the
“worst” pitch possible for the
home team in the IPL encounter
against Sunrisers Hyderabad. “I
think it is fair to say that the
wicket surprised us a lot. Talking
to the groundsmen before the
match, we thought this would be
the best pitch that we had by far
but it was the worst. You saw how
little it bounced and how slow it
was,” Ponting said after the match
which DC lost by five wickets. “It
is the same pitch for both teams
but if you would have asked me,
would I have wanted to play
Sunrisers on that type of pitch? I
mean, there couldn’t have been a
different wicket where you would
have wanted to play Sunrisers on.”

Sreesanth’s punishment to
be reconsidered: SC
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday said BCCI ombudsman
Justice (retd) D K Jain will reconsider within three months the
quantum of punishment for
Sreesanth for his alleged involvement in the 2013 IPL spot-fixing
scandal. A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and K M Joseph said this
while hearing an application filed
by the BCCI. The Board said since
its disciplinary committee, which
had dealt with the Sreesanth
matter, is no longer operational,
the matter be referred to the
ombudsman.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

4.00pm: Chennai Super
Kings v Kings XI Punjab;
8.00pm: Sunrisers
Hyderabad v Mumbai
Indians; live on Star
Sports 1 & HD 1

FOOTBALL
FA CUP

10.00pm: Manchester
City v Brighton; live on
Sony Ten 2 & HD
PREMIER LEAGUE

7.30pm: Newcastle v
Crystal Palace; live on Star
Sports Select 2 & HD 2
SUPER CUP

8.20pm: FC Goa v
Jamshedpur FC (Quarterfinal 3); live on Star Sports
3
LA LIGA

12.15am (Sunday):
Barcelona v Atletico
Madrid; live on Sony Ten 2
& HD
BUNDESLIGA

10.00pm: Bayern Munich
v Dortmund; live on Star
Sports Select 2 & SHD 2

BADMINTON
MALAYSIA OPEN

9.30am: Live on Star
Sports 2 & HD 2

ht20

now bowlers would have been
schooled in how not to bowl at
Andre Russell at the death, or at
any point in the innings. Royal
ChallengersBangalorehowever
seemed to have missed out on a
few of those tutorials as the
Jamaicanunleashedyetanother
match-winning knock as put on
earth only to do that.
Pedestrian bowling by
MohammedSiraj,madeworseby
a beamer that disqualified him
from bowling the remainder of
the 18th over as it was his second
offence, tilted the balance in
KKR’s favour as Russell milked
23runsfromthatoverfinishedby
Marcus Stoinis. All was over for
RCB in the next over from Tim
Southee -- brought in place of
ShimronHetmyer--asRussellhit
him for 28 runs (29 in all) in the
most belligerent batting witnessed so far in the season.
By then everyone at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium was
forced to put behind a masterful
49-ball 84 by Virat Kohli that
helped RCB score 205/3, a total
KKR overhauled with five deliveries to spare. Russell was
unbeaten on 48 off 13 deliveries.
Till Kuldeep Yadav burnt his
palmtoholdontoashothitathim
with full force by Kohli, KKR
were doomed to lose at halfway.
Parthiv Patel, RCB’s most consistent batsman before Friday,
again produced a breezy knock
but Bangalore needed their captain and most experienced batsman to play his part. Kohli was
more than up to it. While Patel
and then de Villiers plundered
runs, not bothered about being
beaten by spin, Kohli went about
hisinningswithminimumrisk-a trait usually alien to T20s, but a
trademark of Kohli.
The only time Kohli played
away from his body -- against
Lockie Ferguson -- the ball went
dangerously close to point but
evadedthefielderandthemanat
third man to go for a boundary.
On either side of that shot was a
flicked boundary through deep
midwicket and another down
mid. Kohli’s mastery was in full

n

Kolkata Knight Riders' Andre Russell hit seven sixes to guide his team to an unlikely five-wicket victory over Royal Challengers Bangalore
at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru on Friday.

display. When he was not piercingthegaps,Kohliharedbetween
thewickets.WithdeVillierscoming in at Patel’s dismissal, RCB
were in a position to launch a
coordinated assault.
KuldeepkeptdeVilliersonthe
edge by mixing it up but Piyush
Chawla’s wide loosener allowed
him to club it over extra cover.
Kohli was motoring along by
then, taking full advantage of
Sunil Narine dropping him on 35
atmidwicketoffNitishRana.The
catch Lockie Ferguson dropped,
off Kuldeep, was more difficult,
but when the batsman in question is AB de Villiers, there can’t
be excuses.
De Villiers twice hit Russell
beyond manyarow in the stands
but Kohli’s restrained batting

was equally impressive. The six
he hit off Ferguson over midwicket underlined his immaculate timing but by following it up
with inside out shot over extra
cover for four, Kohli underlined
his class.
A108-runpartnership, off just
56deliveries,gaveBangalorethe
thrust required after their best
startinthisIPLsawthemscore53
in the first powerplay. KKR still
knewtheywereletoffeasily.The
door however looked slammed
shut on them when Yuzvendra
Chahal and Pawan Negi combined to slow down KKR’s scoring by dismissing Nitish Rana
and Robin Uthappa. But then
came Russell to snuff out RCB’s
brightest hope of registering
their first victory of the season.

AP

scorecard
n

Royal Challengers Bangalore

P Patel lbw Rana
V Kohli c&b Kuldeep
De Villiers c Gill b Narine
M Stonis not out
M Ali not out

25 (24)
84 (49)
63 (32)
28 (13)
0 (2)

n Extras (lb 1, w 4)
n Total (for 3 wkts; 20 overs)

5
205

n FoW: 1-64, 2-172, 3-185
n Bowling: MP Krishna 3-0-41-0,
P Chawla 4-0-32-0, S Narine
4-0-30-1, L Ferguson 2-0-32-0,
K Yadav 4-0-31-1, N Rana 2-0-22-1,
A Russell 1-0-16-0

Kolkata Knight Riders
C Lynn b Negi
n

43 (31)

S Narine c Negi b Saini

10 (8)

R Uthappa c Southee b Negi
33 (25)
N Rana c sub b Chahal
37 (23)
D Karthik c Chahal b Saini 19 (15)
A Russell not out
48 (13)
S Gill not out
3 (3)
n Extras (lb 2, nb 3, w 8)
13
n Total (for 5 wkts; 19.1 overs) 206
n FoW: 1-28, 2-93, 3-108, 4-139,
5-153
n Bowling: T Southee 4-0-61-0,
N Saini 4-0-34-2, Y Chahal 4-024-1, M Siraj 2.2-0-36-0, P Negi
3.1-0-21-2, M Stoinis 1.4-0-28-0
KKR win by 5 wkts

Ashwin’s homecoming at Dhoni’s citadel
Somshuvra Laha
n

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

Nothing compares to how Chennai reacts to the sight of MS
Dhoni, but R Ashwin is probably
more hardwired into the city’s
cricket and social fabric. Dhoni
will always be their thala but
Ashwin is Chennai’s son, which
entitled the off-spinner to brag
last year that he ‘literally owns
the space around Chepauk’.
ARajinikanthfan,Ashwinhas
over the years celebrated all
things Chennai. Like in 2017,
whenhetweetedinsupportofthe
peacefulprotestsdemandingthe
reversal of a court ban on jallikattu – the traditional bull-taming sport – although he was criticised by animal rights activists.
When Ashwin went out to bat
inthefinalsessiononthefirstday
of the 2015 Delhi Test against
South Africa, he had not heard
fromhisparentsforover24hours
due to the devastating Chennai
floods. Series won and the Man-

n

Ashwin will be competing with Dhoni’s popularity in Chennai.

of-the-Series pouched after taking 31 wickets, Ashwin tweeted:
“Happinessgotthebetterofme,I
would like to dedicate my man of
the series to the ppl suffering
from the Chennai floods.”
Tothinkamanofsuchpassion
would turn up against his own
city sounds all wrong. But such
hasbeenthenatureofIPL.Mumbaiwassparedthedilemmawith
SachinTendulkar,butsevensea-

AFP

sons back, Kolkata was asked to
choose between team and son
whenSouravGangulyturnedup
in blue as the captain of the nowdefunctPuneWarriors.Onasultry day in May, Eden Gardens
was painted purple but also
screamed ‘Dada, Dada’.
UnlikeGanguly,Ashwin’sIPL
associationwithhishomeground
was longer and more decorated.
Equally significant and reward-

ing was his relationship with
Dhoni.A10-yearridethatstarted
with opening the bowling under
Dhoni’s careful supervision
extended to a two-year association at Rising Pune Supergiants,
before Kings XI Punjab bought
him after a bidding war with
Chennai Super Kings. A Super
KingwaslostbutAshwinisliving
thedreamofleadingateam.Who
better than Dhoni to show off his
leadership skills to?
Thebiggestquestionthoughis
how Chepauk will receive Ashwin. Is there going to be slight
awkwardnessinAshwinwhenhe
shows up in red amid a sea of yellow on Saturday? Dhoni might
grin but the competitor in Ashwin isboundtorelisheverybitof
nervous energy that comes with
steppingintoChepauk.“Ifeelthe
airtalkstome,”Ashwinhadsaid
afterdismantlingAustraliawith
a 12-wicket haul in the 2013 Test.
Forthe firsttime inhis career,
Chepauk could make him feel
otherwise.

HEAD TO HEAD
Chennai Super
Kings

11

Tied

1*

n

khurram.habib@htlive.com

Mohammad Nabi first came to
Hyderabad as a middle-order
batsman for Afghanistan at the
U-17 Asia Cup, few noticed him.
His team returned with just two
wins, against UAE and Kuwait.
Fifteen years later on Thursday, Nabi sat on the dais in front
of the media at the Ferozeshah
Kotla, as the Hyderabad IPL
team’s hero. He had scalped two
of Delhi’s key batsmen, Shikhar
Dhawan and Rishabh Pant, and
with compatriot Rashid Khan,
whoalsopickedtwowickets,consigned DC to a defeat at home.
“I don’t seek help from anyone,”saysNabi,highlightingthe
invaluable experience he now
bringstoanyteam.“Iam35,have
played cricket for years. I learn
on my own.”
He will need that confidence
later this summer; Afghanistan
will go into the World Cup as a
teamtobewaryofonthestrength
of its spin trio of Nabi, Khan and
18-year-old Mujeeb Ur Rahman,
who plays for Kings XI Punjab.
When Afghanistan rose to top
level cricket towards the end of
last decade, it was Shapoor
Zadran’s long locks and left-arm
swing bowling that caught the
attention. It was natural to
assume Afghanistan, like neighbouringPakistan,wouldliveoffa
supply line of pace bowlers.
“Back then, we had fast bowling heroes like Hamid Hassan
who initiated people into fast
bowling,” says Bashir Stanikzai,
the Afghanistan High Performance manager. “Now, Nabi and
youngsters like Rashid and
Mujeeb are inspiring a generation to spin.”
Nabi, the oldest of the three
and the pioneer, began as a middle-orderbatsman,transforming
into a specialist spinner.
He went from strength to
strength,evenventuringintotrying the doosra at a camp ahead of
the 2015 World Cup. “When he
realisedhecouldn’tgetitright,he
stuck to the one that went
straight on,” explains Bashir.
AgainstDelhionThursday,he
was brought in by skipper Bhuvneshwar inside the powerplay,
because Nabi’s most valuable
skill is his ability to clog the flow
of runs. Delhi managed just 18
runsoffNabifromhisthreeovers
in powerplay, and he took a
wicket in the bargain.
Atatimewhenalltalkisabout
wrist spin and hunting for wicketswithoutworryingaboutleaking runs, Nabi, a finger spinner,
has changed the narrative, with

n

Off-spinner Mohammad Nabi
has used the straight delivery
to telling effect and puts
accuracy over sharp turn. PTI

Rashid Khan: They stop runs.
“If you make him play more
dot balls, the batsman will definitelymakeanerror,”Nabisays.
“If you chase wickets and you
don’tgetwickets,youendupgivingrunsbecauseyoualsogethit.”
It helps that Rashid is at the
other end, not just for Afghanistan, but also at Sunrisers.
“Rashidisdifferentfromother
leg-spinners.Heisquickthrough
the air, sharp, and his googly is
not readable,” Nabi says. “Batsmenoftentrytoremainonstrike
andmakemistakes.”TheAfghan
spin trio travel the world for T20
cricket and have a good experienceofdifferentconditions.They
haveplayedfordifferentteamsin
theBigBash(Australia)andNatWest T20 Blast (England).
“We play our natural cricket.
We face different conditions, we
absorb them,” said Nabi. “The
main point is that you have to
quickly adjust to conditions.
Here, most of the pitches help
turn, while in Australia, they
bounce and go fast. That is why
you focus on the line.”
NabisaysWorldCup preparations have already started. “We
playedtheNatWest T20 last year
for this, to get used to the conditions.ThestrategywithAfghanistan is clear. Rashid and Mujeeb
are wicket-taking bowlers. My
idea is to bowl as many dot balls
as possible. If I do that, there’ll be
pressure at the other end.”
Bashir feels the local T20
leaguehasalsotaughttheplayers
to handle pressure. “There are
10,000peopleonweekends.Itcreates pressure. We had cricket
back in early 2000s (a provincial
event)whenTalibanwereruling,
but only a handful watched as
mostpeoplehadgoneoutasrefugees to Pakistan, Iran and
Europe. Things have changed.”

Kings XI
Punjab

7

Total
matches

19

*Kings XI Punjab beat Chennai Super
Kings in the Super Over.

MATCHES IN 2018
n Chennai Super Kings defeated

Kings XI Punjab by five
wickets in Pune.
n Kings XI Punjab beat Chennai
Super Kings by four runs at
Mohali.

FOR THE RECORD
n Ravindra Jadeja, who has 97

wickets at 29.69 in 130 innings
off 158 matches, needs three
wickets to become the 13th
bowler to complete a century
of wickets in IPL.

Mumbai seek to step up against fluent SRH Afghanistan sack captain
Bihan Sengupta
n

bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

HYDERABAD: A couple of seasons
back, Kane Williamson played
only seven games for Sunrisers
Hyderabad.Suchwastheformof
then openers David Warner and
Shikhar Dhawan, the New Zealandbatsmanmostlysatout.Last
year, with Warner banned over
theball-tamperingscandal,Williamson captained and played 17
games,emergingthehighestrungetter of the season. This year,
he’s played just one game, nursing a shoulder injury.
Yet, if there’s one thing consistent with the 2016 champions
this season, it’s a strong show
withthebat.AshesrivalsWarner
and Jonny Bairstow have
stitched three century stands in
four matches so far. They have
scored 509 runs — only 201 short
ofwhattheentiresquadofMumbai Indians, their opponents on
Saturdaynight,havemanagedin
their four games.

ItshowsthetaskRohitSharma
and Co has in hand. They might
be forced to make a change and
include leg-spinner Mayank
Markande given the pitch here
favours spin. MI should be high
on confidence after dismantling
Chennai Super Kings in the last
game, but will be conscious
they’re yet to play to potential.
TheMIbattinghasbeenshaky.
ThoughRohitSharmaandQuinton de Kock have shared two
50-plus stands, they haven’t
really laid the platform for the
rest to build on. On Friday, Yuvraj seemed to have suffered a
wrist niggle at the nets.
MI will hope they find their
best on Saturday, given SRH’s
potent bowling. If Afghan offspinner Mohammad Nabi has
picked vital scalps, compatriot
Rashid Khan has shackled the
opposition,bowling43dotballs—
nearly half his 16 overs. Bhuvneshwar Kumar too made a
comebackofsortswith2/27inthe
win over Delhi Capitals.

Asghar, Rashid alleges bias

HEAD TO HEAD
Sunrisers
Hyderabad

Mumbai
Indians

7

5
Total
matches

12

MATCHES IN 2018
n SRH defeated MI by 31 runs at

Mumbai.
n SRH beat MI by a wicket at

Hyderabad.

FOR THE RECORD
n Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who has

n

Mumbai Indians skipper Rohit Sharma will hope the top order
performs consistently against Sunrisers Hyderabad.

98 wickets at 21.61 in 75 innings
off as many matches, needs
two wickets to become the
first bowler to complete a
century of wickets for SRH.
n Rohit Sharma, who has hit 299
fours in 128 innings off 132
matches, needs one four to
complete a triple century of
fours for Mumbai Indians.
AFP

Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

KABUL: Asghar Afghan was on

Friday sacked as Afghanistan
skipper with its cricket board
splitting the leadership role
across three formats, a move
that has not gone down well with
senior players Rashid Khan and
Mohammad Nabi.
The development comes with
less than two months to gofor the
World Cup. The Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB) removed
Asghar from captaincy in all
three formats, naming Rahmat
Shah, Gulbadin Naib and Rashid
as skippers of Test, ODI and T20
teams respectively.
The 31-year-old Asghar had
replaced Nabi as captain in 2015.
Under his leadership, Afghanistan became a Full Member of
the International Cricket Council and secured theirmaidenTest

n

Asghar Afghan.

PTI

win against Ireland in Dehradun
last month.
He also led the team to victory
in the ICC World Cup Qualifier
2018 when they beat the West
Indies in the final. Across formats, Afghanistan won 37 out of
59 games under Asghar’s captaincy. The ACB’s announcement was not taken well by
Rashid and Nabi.

“With all the respect to the
Selection Committee, I strongly
disagree with the decision as it is
irresponsible & bias. As we have
@cricketworldcup in front of us,
Captain #MAsgharAfghan
should remain as our team Captain. His captaincy is highly
instrumental for team success,”
tweeted Rashid. “With just
months to go for such a mega
event like World Cup, changing
the captain will cause uncertainty and also team morale will
be affected.”
Nabi, too, expressed his frustration. “Being a senior member
of the side & having seen the rise
of Afghanistan cricket @ashrafghani I don’t think it’s the right
time to change the captain before
the WC @afgexecutive. The team
has gelled really well under
#Asghar & personally feel he is
the right man to lead us,” he
wrote on Twitter.
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MAN CITY LOOK
WORLD’S BEST
BUT WE WILL
FIGHT: KLOPP

Portugal’s Premier League takeover
IBERIAN IMPACT From Wolves to
Man City, a new generation of talent
from Portugal has lit up English football

Reuters
n

Dhiman Sarkar
n

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: The winning start at

home notwithstanding, how
Mauricio Pochettino deals with
last Sunday’s curveball could
influencewhereTottenhamHotspurfinishthisseason,inthePremiership and in Europe. But
what is beyond doubt is his influence on the resurgence of the
England team.
FromhistimeatSouthampton
to now, an England side can be
made comprising only Pochettino’smen.Therewerefourinthe
18 against Montenegro last
month; three, Danny Rose, Delle
AlliandHarryKane,inthestartingline-up.FiveinGarethSouthgate’s squad in the World Cup
semi-final last year were ‘Poch’
products.
With Wolverhampton Wanderers, is Nuno Espirito Santo
doingthesameforPortugal?One
week after Spurs lost at Liverpool, the Portuguese coach will
take Wolves, currently seventh
in the league, to Wembley for an
FA Cup semi-final against Watford.
Wolves got there having
knocked out Manchester United
en route. Diogo Jota, who scored
Wolves’secondgoalinthe2-1win
on March 16, is one of the seven
Portuguese in the squad. There
arethreemorePortugueseinthe
Wolves’ under-23 roster.
Seventeen days later, theydid
it again, this time in the Premiership.AgainJotascored,totingup
a tally of six goals and three
assists in seven league games at
Molineux, Wolves’ home, and
keeping them on course for their
best ever finish since 1979-80.
There were seven Portuguese
in Santo’s 18 on Tuesday when
they beat United. Guess how
many Porto, 28-time league
champions in Portugal, had in
their Primeira Liga starting 11
when they beat Braga away on
March 30? Two.
FADO WITH THE WOLVES
IfPortugueseisthepreferredlanguage at Molineux, it is because
Santo and Jorge Mendes—football’s sharp-suited agent who,
according to a Guardian report,

conducted68%ofallplayertransfersatclubssuchasSportingLisbon, Benfica and Porto between
2001-10—gobackalongway.Toa
timewhenMendes,whoisPortuguese,rananightclubandSanto
was a goalkeeper.
Therelationshipthatbeganby
getting Santo to move from Vitoria SC to Deportivo La Coruna
hasstoodthetestoftime.Asmanager too Santo joined clubs
where, let’s say, Mendes knew
people.
Since Chinese industrial
giants Fosun bought Wolves in
2016, the relationship between
Mendes and Wolves deepened.
And got complicated. Wolves
accept that Mendes, who along
with Pini Zahavi would be footballers’ and managers’ biggest
brokers, has business relations
with Fosun’s owner and advises
them on football. That led to conflict-of-interest charges which
are yet to be proved.
“I am only a client of the best
agentintheworld.Idomyjob;he
does his job,” Santo has said,
reacting to charges of Mendes’s
far-reaching influence at the
club.
What has been proved is that
Wolves,whowereinthethirdtier
of English football in 2014, now
belongfirmlyonitsbiggeststage,
riding on the performances of its
Portuguese Armada. They have
so far won 13 points against the
Premiership’s ‘big six’ (Liverpool,United,City,Spurs,Chelsea
and Arsenal). No team has got
more.
THIS SILVA IS GOLD
Everton’s Marco Silva is the
other Portuguese manager in
2018-19 that began with the most
famous of them all on a slippery
pole atManchesterUnited. Once
the Special One had to leave the
wheel for Ole Gunnar Solskjaer,
it was all about Santo and Silva.
Everton, where Portuguese
AndreGomesisastar,arealsoin
the top 10.
But the biggest bang for the
buckfromEusebiolandhasbeen
Bernardo Silva, a Benfica youth
product. The 24-year-old midfielder has been in red hot form
and one of the reasons why Manchester City could win four tro-

n

Steep rise
Portugal’s growing
influence in England
Season

No. of players

2014/15

5
6
6

2015/16
2016/17
2017/18
2018/19

9
12
Source: Transfermarkt.co.uk

phies this season, the Premiership included.
SignedfromMonacofor43million pounds, Bernardo has more
than filled in the massivegap left
bytheinjurytoKevindeBruyne.
“What Bernardo has done this
season is a consequence of the
way he accepts his role,” City
manager Pep Guardiola was
quoted as saying in news reports

beforethe2-0winagainstCardiff
City on Wednesday. Bernardo,
who has been used as attacking
midfielderand in right wing, has
scored six goals in the Premiership.
“He works so hard and the
rewards are there. Right now
withthewayheplays,Icannotdo
anything else but put him on the
pitch and let him play.” said
Guardiola.
In seven Champions League
games,Bernardo has three goals
and two assists; in two FA Cup
rounds,hescoredtwiceandmade
one assist. No wonder City gave
him a new deal till 2025, one
reportedly worth 150,000 pounds
a week. He has played in 31 of 32
City’s league games so far. Only
goalieEdersonhasmoreappearances.
Eusebio and Luis Figo gave
English clubs a wide berth so
CristianoRonaldowouldinarguably be the most famous Portu-

guese player to have played in
England. Ricardo Carvalho,
Nani, Luis Boa Morte, Hilario,
RaulMeirelestooareinalonglist
of from the land of the reigning
European champions who have
shone in the Premiership. But
never have so many made such
an impact in one season.
“Portugal has invested a lot in
infrastructure and in coaches.
You reap what you sow. We will
have more players with a lot of
skills in the next few years
because we did a great job
upgrading infrastructure,” said
former Portugal defender HenriqueSereno,whowontheIndian
Super League with ATK and
Chennaiyin FC.
Thelistcouldgrowbysummer
ifforwardJoaoFelix,19,defender
RubenDiasandmidfielderBruno
Fernandes join Premiership
clubs. City and United aresaid to
be in pursuit, as are Barcelona,
Real Madrid and Juventus.

Peerless PSG on
verge of another
French crown

Focus on Griezmann in marquee clash

Agence France-Presse
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BERLIN: Bayern Munich coach
PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain can

n

With 19 goals, Bayern Munich’s Robert Lewandowski is the highest
REUTERS
goal-scorer in Bundesliga this season.

trainwiththeteamonThursday.
Kovac also admitted that
strikerRobertLewandowskihas
alsobeenfightingoffillnessinthe
last few days.
Dortmund, meanwhile, have
their own injury problems, and
are hoping that Spanish striker
PacoAlcacer,whoscoredtwicein
last week’s win over Wolfsburg,
will be fit for Saturday. Alcacer
picked up an arm injury against
Wolfsburgwhileleft-backAchraf
Hakimi also remains sidelined.
They will be relieved to welcome
back captain Marco Reus, however, who missed the Wolfsburg
game to be at the birth of his first
child.

Dortmund midfielder and
formerBayernstarMarioGoetze
warned his teammates that they
wouldneedtobeatthetopoftheir
game if they were to win. “It’ll be
important to play at our toplevel
for 90-95 minutes because little
thingswilldecidethegame,”said
Goetze.“Weneedtobebraveand
clever going forward.”
If Dortmund were to win, it
wouldbetheirfirstleaguevictory
in Munich since 2014. It would
also see them establish a fivepoint lead at the top of the table.
Yet the Dortmund hierarchy
warnedthatevenawinwouldnot
decide the title race in their
favour.

clinchasixthLigue1titleinseven
seasons this weekend and complete the first part of a domestic
double after booking their place
in the final of the French Cup.
Thomas Tuchel’s team will
know ahead of kick-off whether
they can round off their title procession with a victory at home to
League Cup champions Strasbourg.
PSG would claim the championship for the eighth time — and
draw to within two of the record
held by Saint-Etienne — with a
winattheParcdesPrincesifLille
slip up away to Reims.
Yet Tuchel, whose side are on
track to shatter their 96-point
return from the 2015-16 campaign, denied recent reports he
hassignedanextensionwithPSG
until 2021. “I can’t confirm, we
should wait a bit,” said the German, who saw his team agonisinglyknockedoutoftheChampionsLeaguelast16byManchester
United last month.
Marquinhosbecamethelatest
high profile PSG injury casualty
during Wednesday’s 3-0 semi-finaldefeatofNantes,joiningNeymar, Edinson Cavani and Angel
Di Maria on the sidelines. “At
Toulouse,wewere14players,we
were missing two on the bench,”
Tuchel bemoaned, having travelled with a reduced 16-man
squadforlastweek’s1-0win.“It’s
not possible to manage the players. Some guys we use too much.
It’s horrible because we’re missing a lot of key players. But the
team continues to win every
three days.”

Juventus poised to win 8th title on the trot
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MILAN:ChampionsJuventusturn

n

Moise Kean.

AFP

their focus to nailing down an
eighthconsecutiveSerieAtitlein
record time this weekend, days
after a row erupted over racist
abuse aimed at young forward
Moise Kean in Cagliari.
Massimiliano Allegri’s side
return to their home comforts of
the Allianz Stadium in Turin to
host AC Milan after their trip to
SardiniaonTuesdayendedamid
scenesofchaosasKeanandteammate Blaise Matuidi were sub-

Juergen Klopp said Premier
League title rivals Manchester
City are currently the best team
in the world but there is no guarantee Pep Guardiola’s side will
finish the season with an unprecedented quadruple.
With the League Cup already
in the bag, Manchester City are a
point clear of Liverpool at the top
of the league standings and have
reached the quarter-finals of the
Champions League and semi-finals of the FA Cup.
“Manchester City look like
the best team in the world, that’s
how it is,” Klopp told reporters.
“Barcelona struggled a little
bit (against Villarreal on Tuesday) but still did the job. Juventus look pretty impressive in
Italy but you don’t exactly know
how it will be in the Champions
League if Cristiano Ronaldo cannot do it.
“And you think, OK, Manchester City look a bit more stable than all of them. But that
doesn’t mean they will win all
their games.”
While focus has been on Manchester City seeking a clean
sweep of silverware, the
prospect of Liverpool themselves completing a Premier
League and Champions League
double seems to have slipped
under the radar.

(Above) Diogo Jota has been a revelation for high-flying Wolverhampton Wanderers and (right)
Bernardo Silva’s impressive form has helped Manchester City’s quest for a quadruple. GETTY IMAGES/REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

Niko Kovac has said that his
bruised team are determined to
tilttheBundesligatitleraceback
in their favour with a win over
BorussiaDortmundonSaturday.
Kovac’s side have endured a
tough week in the build-up to
their title race showdown with
Dortmund at the Allianz Arena.
They slipped two points
behind their rivals after being
held to a draw in Freiburg last
Saturday, and survived a scare
against Heidenheim in a dramatic5-4cupwinonWednesday.
Club president Uli Hoeness
has also heaped pressure on
Kovac and his players, saying
that there can be “no excuses” in
the “must-win” game against
Dortmund.
On Thursday, Kovac insisted
that his players were up for the
fight. “Dortmund are having a
great season, and it will be an
interesting and evenly match
game,”hesaid. “Attheendofthe
day it will come down to who is
betterontheday.Wewanttowin
thegameatallcosts.Theclub,the
fans, everyone wants to win the
game.”
Aftertheyconcededfourgoals
on Wednesday, Kovac said that
his players had to show the right
attitude against Dortmund. “We
need to start defending well
again, as individuals and as a
team. It’s a question of attitude,”
he said.
Bayern will potentially be
without several key players for
the season-defining clash. Arjen
RobbenandAlphonsoDaviesare
both still injured while David
AlabaandManuelNeuerdid not

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Liverpool manager

Pressure on Bayern in ‘must
win’ game versus Dortmund
n

19

jected tomonkey criesandracist
chanting.
Juventuscouldwintheleague
titlewithsevengamestospare—
the earliest any team has ever
sealed Serie A — if they beat AC
Milan and nearest challengers
Napoli lose at home to Genoa.
Juventus have an 18-point
advantage on Napoli and have
won both their direct clashes
with Carlo Ancelotti’s side this
season. “The eighth consecutive
championship is in the ‘loading
phase’,” said Juve captain Giorgio Chiellini. “Right now, the
‘uploading’ is getting closer to

completion. These will be two
very important weeks for us.”
Boosted by the summer signing of Cristiano Ronaldo, Juventus have had an unparalleled
campaign,withjustonedefeatin
30 games on March 17 against
Genoa when the Portuguese
superstar was rested. But Allegri’s side are building momentum as they prepare for next
week’sChampionsLeaguequarter-final, first leg clash against
AjaxinAmsterdam.Iftheydon’t
seal the title on Sunday they can
dosothefollowingweekendwith
a win at SPAL.

LIVERPOOL TO KEEP
FOOT ON THE GAS
Klopp, however, does not expect
his players to take their foot off
the gas until the end of the campaign.
“I am just interested in our
games and we cannot do more
than win our games,” the German manager added.
“We knew pretty quick Southampton was the next challenge,
then Porto, then Chelsea, then
Porto again. There is a lot to
come and the only thing I can say
is that we try everything to be
really ready for that fight, ”
Klopp added.
While Liverpool’s focus
remains in the league, Man City
will shift theirs to the FA Cup for
now, with Brighton waiting in
the semis on Saturday.

Agence France-Presse
n
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MADRID:Antoine Griezmann was
convinced Atletico Madrid were
making progress but, 10 months
on,hemaywonderifhewasright
to stay after all.
AtleticoplayBarcelonaonSaturday at the Camp Nou, where
Griezmann could have been
walkingoutbehindLionelMessi,
a few weeks from almost certainlywinningaLaLigatitle,perhaps a domestic double, and possibly theChampionsLeaguetoo.
Instead, he remained, his
choicetorejectBarcarevealedin
a television documentary in
June. “Atletico are doing everything possible to make sure the
team keeps growing, it’s incredible,” he said. “I can’t take it anymore, I need to tell the people I
want to stay.”
‘The Decision’, also the programme’s title, took several
months to materialise as a very
publicandprotractedtug-of-war
between Atletico and Barcelona
left both clubs feeling aggrieved.
Griezmann might even have
gone a year earlier, in the summer of 2017, when Manchester
United thought he was theirs
untiltheFrenchmanoptedtosign
a new contract, persuaded that
Atletico’stransferbanwouldpreventthemfrombuyingareplacement. But his new deal was not
definitive, with a release clause
included that would drop to 100
million euros 12 months later.
“Ofcoursehecanleaveatsome
point,”saidcoachDiegoSimeone
shortly afterwards.
“I love watching my players
grow, and if one of them tells me
theyhavetheuniqueopportunity
ofplayingforacertainteam,after
theydideverythingtheycouldfor
me,likeGriezmannhasdone,I’ll
say it’s not a problem.”
But Barcelona were too eager
and Atletico reported them to
FIFA for an illegal approach.
Griezmann declared he would
decide before the World Cup
while Luis Suarez spoke about
the deal as if it was already done.
Manyweresurprisedwhenthe
answer to Barca came back a no.
Theworld’sstarplayersrarely
turn down its most glamourous
clubs and after four years at
Atletico, Griezmann could have
beenforgiven forfeelinghistime
had come. Perhaps it had. Atletico trail their opponents this
weekend by eight points in the
leagueandtheirhopesofplaying
intheChampionsLeaguefinalat
their own Wanda Metropolitano
were dashed last month, after a
last-16 defeat to Juventus.

n

Antoine Griezmann (centre) rejected an offer to move to Barcelona last summer.

Theexpectationisthatadisappointing season will be followed
by a string of departures.
Bayern Munich have already
announced the signing of Lucas
Hernandez while Diego Godin,
Filipe Luis, Jan Oblak, Jose
Gimenez, Thomas Partey and
Saul Niguez have all been linked
withexits.But,alongwithOblak,
currently perhaps the world’s
finest goalkeeper, Griezmann
would be the hardest to absorb.
“Icannotimaginethenextseasonwithouthimbecausehehasa
contractwiththeclub,”Simeone
said last week.
“Antoine will remain with
Atleti, for sure,” said the club’s
president Enrique Cerezo.
Barcelona’s interest appears
tohavecooled,perhapsgiventhe
improved performances from
Ousmane Dembele or perhaps
because their pride simply prevents them from going back
again. But for Griezmann, who
turned27inMarch,anotheryear
likethis issurely outofquestion.
Most would consider him
behind only Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo in terms of talent, and
even if Barca have moved on,
other elite clubs would surely be
keen.
ItmeansGriezmannislikelyto
haveaspringinhissteponSaturday, when Atletico will hope to
reduce the gap on Barca to five
points with seven games left.
At least one will falter, giving
Real Madrid a chance to move
closer if they can beat Eibar and
bounce back from a 2-1 defeat to
Valencia on Wednesday, their
first since Zinedine Zidane’s
reappointment.
Madrid sit 13 points behind
Barcelona,thesamenumberthey
trailed the Catalans by at this
exact stage last season.

REUTERS

HOW ARE ATLETICO CHANGING?
Atletico Madrid face Barcelona tonight in a top-of-thetable clash. We find out if Atletico are playing any
different this season under manager Diego Simeone.

They're fouling less this season...
Fouls made per game
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Atletico have a
reputation for playing a
tough, hard-tackling
game. This season
though, they have reined
in some of that ferocity,
committing an all-time
low of 12.3 fouls per
game.

...Doesn't mean they're letting in more...
Goals conceded per game
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Committing fewer fouls
isn’t making them any
less solid as a defensive
unit. The number of
goals Atletico is
conceding per game at
0.6 hasn’t changed since
last season.
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...And they're not winning any less...
Percent of games won
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Playing 'cleaner' football
isn't coming at the
expense of results either.
They have won 60% of
their games this season,
around the same as last.
But it's lower than the
high of 74% in 2013-14
when they won La Liga.

...But they're not scoring more either
Goals scored per game
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A sore point is the number
of goals Atletico are scoring
per game at 1.5 hasn't
improved since 2017-18.
This despite having one of
the world’s best forwards,
Antoine Griezmann,
leading their attack.
Analysis: Shijith P Kunhitty;
Source: Football-data.co.uk
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Woods ‘on track’ Boxers yet to receive prize money Have had enough of racism: Rose
for pursuit of his
fifth Green Jacket
Saurabh Duggal
n

saurabh.duggal@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The medallists of

the 2nd Elite Women’s National
Boxing Championship held in
Rohtak in January last year certainly would have felt a sense of
pride holding their dummy
prize money cheques, but it’s
been one year and three months
and the Boxing Federation of
India (BFI) — the governing
body of the sport in the country
— is yet to give them the real
ones.
The BFI had introduced cash
incentives for the medal winners during the 2018 edition of
the national championship. The
gold medal winner was promised a cash award of ~20,000
while silver would get ~12,000

n

Sarita Devi.

AP

Reuters
n
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LONDON:England defender Danny

Rose has had enough of racism in
the game and said he cannot wait
to get out of football amid frustration over the response of the
authorities to the abuse.
Tottenham Hotspur full back
Rose was among the players who
were victims of offensive chanting when they played for England
in Montenegro last month in a
Euro 2020 qualifier. “I’ve had
enough,” Rose, 28, was quoted as
saying by The Guardian on
Thursday.
“At the minute, how I programme myself is that I just
think: ‘I’ve got five or six more
years left in football and I just
can’t wait to see the back of it’.

n

Danny Rose.

REUTERS

“Seeing how things are done in
the game at the minute, I just
want to get out of it.”
Rose feels not enough action is
being taken and the disparity in
the punishment highlights its
ineffectiveness.
“Obviously, it is a bit sad (to
feel like this) but when countries
only get fined what I’d probably
spend on a night out in London,

what do you expect?” he added.
“You see my manager get
banned for two games for just
being confrontational against
Mike Dean,” he said of Spurs
manager Mauricio Pochettino’s
two-match touchline ban for confronting the referee at the end of a
2-1 defeat at Burnley in February.
“But yet a country can only get
fined a little bit of money for being
racist. It’s just a bit of a farce at the
minute. So that’s where we are at
in football and until there’s a
harsh punishment, there’s not
much else we can expect.”
Rose said he had expected the
racist abuse dished out to him
and his England team mates
Raheem Sterling and Callum
Hudson-Odoi during the match
against Montenegro in Podgorica.

Tiger Woods won the last of his four Green Jackets at the Augusta
AFP
Masters in 2005.

Agence France-Presse
n
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and both the bronze medallists
would get ~7,000 each.
The total promised amount
across the 10 weight divisions —
40 medallists — was ~4.6 lakh.
None of the medal winners
have got that money, including
Asian Games and World Championship medallist Sarita Devi

and World Championship medallist Kavita Chahal.
“Many of my trainees had
won medals in the elite championship last year,” said Dronacharya awardee Jagdish Singh,
who is currently coach at
National Boxing Academy, Rohtak.
“I have written to the federation many times, but have got no
reply.”
When contacted, BFI secretary general Jay Kowli said,
“There might be some issue
with filing of the required
details by the boxers and that’s
why the payment got delayed.
But we will look into the matter
and will settle the account.”
The BFI did not offer a cash
prize for the nationals held in
January this year.
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AUGUSTA: Tiger Woods heads back
to Augusta National to resume
his pursuit of a 15th Major championship with a firmer grip on the
realities of his game and fitness
than he could claim in his longawaited Masters return last year.
“This year, to be able to ramp
up a schedule and be able to know
what I can and can’t do going into
the event, is a lot more comforting
than this has been in the previous
years because it’s been kind of an
unknown going into that event,”
said Woods, who played 18 tournaments in his 2018 comeback
season along with the Ryder Cup
and has teed it up in five events
this season.
“I’m right there where I need to
be,” Woods said in March. “I’ve
gotten a little bit more consistent
with my play, and I think that
everything is headed on track
toward April.”
For Woods, April is virtually
synonymous with the Masters.
He won the first of his four
Green Jackets there in historic
style in 1997, completed the
“Tiger Slam” there in 2001, successfully defended the crown in
2002 and won in dramatic style in
2005 with a chip-in to force a playoff in which he beat Chris DiMarco. In 2010, Woods chose the
Masters for his return to action
five months after humiliating
revelations of infidelity that
ended his marriage.
But his appearance last year
was his first since 2015, a return

that followed questions whether
debilitating back trouble and
multiple surgeries would allow
him ever to compete again at a
high level.
Such was the hype surrounding Woods’s comeback last year,
fuelled by top-five finishes in two
tuneup events, he went into the
2018 Masters a betting favourite -but didn’t manage to post a round
under par until Sunday.
He would go on to win the PGA
Tour Championship last September, and has been in contention in
the last two majors he played.
Nevertheless, expectations are
more moderate this year as
Woods comes off a quarter-final
exit at the WGC-Match Play that
left him irked -- but lifted him two
places to 12th in the world rankings.
CAREER GRAND SLAM
Rory McIlroy — chasing a career
Grand Slam — and world number
one Dustin Johnson are favoured
ahead of Woods -- the 43-year-old
superstar trying to become just
the fourth player to win a major
title 11 years on from a Grand
Slam victory.
The most recent to do so was
Ben Crenshaw when he added the
1995 Masters to his 1984 triumph
at Augusta. Jack Nicklaus, whose
record of 18 major titles once
seemed firmly in Woods’s reach,
has himself shown that age
needn’t be a barrier at Augusta
National, swooping for a victory
in 1986 that made him, at 46, the
oldest Masters winner and the
second-oldest to win any major.
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CHANDIGARH
Actor Karan Kapadia
plays a grey character
in his debut

Karan Kapadia’s
unconventional
Bollywood debut
aking the most unusual
route, actor Karan
Kapadia is set to make his
Bollywood debut with the
action thriller, Blank.
Portraying a serious grey
character in his very first
film, Karan joins the
unconventional debut club of
Bollywood. The film’s trailer
has already intrigued the

T
Shraddha
Kapoor
PHOTO: VIRAL

audience with its edgy and
fast-paced storyline. The
gritty and gripping tale
essentially throws light on the
dark side of the current
situation in our country.
The elated debutant says,
“I am really excited about
Blank and for people to watch
it. The entire team has
worked extremely hard to

PHOTOS: HTCS

deliver the best film possible
and I am confident that the
audience will be in for a
pleasant surprise when they
watch the film.”
Directed by Behzad
Khambata, the film also stars
Sunny Deol in a pivotal role.
Carnival Motion Pictures
and EaseMyTrip.com present,
an Echelon Production,

produced by Shrikant Bhasi
Bhasi,
Nishant Pitti, Tony D’souza,
Vishal Rana and &Pictures,
Blank starring Karan
Kapadia and Sunny Deol in
lead roles, directed by Behzad
Khambata, is all set to release
on May 3 and is a Panorama
Studios Distribution
nationwide release.

HTC

Sunny Deol and Karan Kapadia

BHAYANI
PHOTO: HTCS

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

Bollywood applauds No Fathers in Kashmir

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

he film No Fathers in
Kashmir has opened to
rave reviews across
India, leaving the industry
awestruck. Bollywood has
unequivocally lauded
actor-director Ashvin
Kumar’s landmark film
which is set in the
beautiful, strife-torn state.
Talking about the same,
filmmaker Mira Nair said,
“No Fathers in Kashmir is
a brave film, a timely film,
a moving film. Beautifully
performed and skillfully
made.”
Praising this multilayered story of love and
politics, actor, Alia Bhatt
said, “The film doesn’t
leave you when you
walk out of the theatre.

T

A still from
the film

The performances were
fabulous. You’re
transported into that
world.”
Actor Shabana Azmi
couldn’t agree more, and
said the film is “deeply
moving, it’s an experience
that you can’t describe just
as a film because the
director is trying to see it
from everyone’s point of
view, Ashvin’s acting is
effective.”
Talking about this
coming-of-age drama
which combines raw
emotions with strong
politics, actor Ranvir
Shorey says, “Kashmir’s
complex problem is
handled with nuance — in
fact it covers all facets of

the problem.”
Actor Kalki Koechlin
says, it is “a powerful film
about the heartbreaking
half-state of Kashmir”.
No Fathers in Kashmir
has first-time actors Zara
Webb and Shivam Raina,
essaying themes like love
and despair and delivering
gripping performances.
Actor Jim Sarbh says,
“It’s a hard subject and it
deserves more attention.
Performances of both the
kids was fantastic.”
No Fathers in Kashmir,
which is produced by
Alipur Films and
distributed by VKAAO in
India, is showcasing at a
PVR Cinema near you.

HTC

Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding
Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika, Ankita
Lokhande surely had
a good start to 2019, and as she
celebrates Gudi Padwa, the
traditional New Year of
Maharashtrians today, she
hopes that this year gets “even
better”. She says, “We plan to
bring in our New Year in a
grand manner. We will have a
‘gudi’ (a copper pot tied to
bamboo stick, adorned with
bright yellow coloured brocade
or zari cloth, mango leaves and
a garland of flowers) at home.
My brother and my mamaji
(maternal uncle) are in town,
so they would be doing the
honours. We will make
shrikhand and puri which is a
must on this day. Usually, my
mum and dad are in town to
handle everything. But this
year, they are not here, so I will
be looking after preparations. I
am super excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen since
my childhood, and I always
have my parents for guidance. I
would like to teach my kids the
same too. Gudi Padwa is an
auspicious date and many
people buy new things — be it a
house or jewellery or car, but I
don’t believe in that. I feel jab jo
kharidne ka man ho, woh us
din le lena chahiye,” she says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going well,
as she has found love in
businessman Vicky Jain. Ask
her about rumours of an
impending wedding, and she
says, “It will happen when it
has to. Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing only on
my work. I hope things go
well career-wise in the
coming year.”

W

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 06,
2019

A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
S AT U R DAY, A P R I L 0 6 , 2 0 1 9

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:25PM 03:55PM
05:35PM 09:05PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:05AM
12:35PM 11:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:25AM
02:55PM 05:55PM 08:05PM
11:35PM
Kesari 01:05PM 03:05PM
06:25PM 08:25PM 10:45PM

MATHDOKU

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 02:40PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 10:00AM
08:00PM 09:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:20AM
01:25PM 04:30PM 07:35PM
10:40PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:05PM
05:25PM
Kesari 12:50PM 06:45PM

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

Kesari 10:00AM 01:15PM
04:30PM 07:45PM 11:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 12:50PM
06:20PM 11:55PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
11:30AM 01:05PM 02:35PM
04:10PM 05:40PM 07:15PM
08:45PM 10:20PM 11:50PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:00AM
03:40PM 09:10PM 11:40PM
Junglee 10:10AM
Lucifer Malayalam 11:30AM
The Least Of These English
12:40PM
Mera Naam Shaji Malayalam
03:00PM
Shazam! English 03:15PM
08:45PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:35PM
Majili Telugu 06:00PM
Fighting with My Family
English 06:15PM 11:45PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
06:25PM
Badla 09:00PM
Super Deluxe Tamil 09:15PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Captain Marvel English (4DX)
10:00AM
Shazam! English (4DX) 12:45PM
06:20PM 11:45PM
Dumbo English (4DX) 03:45PM
How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World English
(4DX) 09:20PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 12:30PM 06:10PM
09:00PM 11:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
11:00AM 02:05PM 03:50PM
05:10PM 08:15PM 11:20PM
Kesari 12:35PM 07:05PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:10PM
08:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:20PM
Shazam! English 05:50PM
11:30PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
12:05PM 02:55PM 04:00PM
05:30PM 08:20PM 10:55PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:35AM
03:00PM 08:25PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:45AM 12:20PM 03:05PM
05:45PM 08:15PM 11:15PM
Junglee 10:30AM
Shazam! English 12:15PM
10:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 05:35PM
Kesari 01:00PM 06:45PM
09:45PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:05PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
Kesari 04:10PM

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

Kesari 09:40AM 12:55PM
04:10PM 07:25PM 10:40PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:45AM
11:15AM 12:50PM 02:20PM
03:55PM 07:00PM 08:30PM
10:05PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi

09:50AM 12:40PM 03:30PM
04:40PM 06:20PM 09:10PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:50AM
12:30PM 06:00PM 08:40PM
11:20PM
Junglee 11:00AM
Band Vaaje Punjabi 01:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:10PM
Shazam! English 04:00PM
10:00PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
05:25PM
Badla 07:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:35PM 04:40PM 07:45PM
10:50PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
11:05AM 01:55PM 11:00PM
Kesari 04:45PM
Shazam! English 08:00PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:20AM
02:50PM 08:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 11:40AM 03:35PM
05:30PM 08:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
11:45AM 01:15PM 02:25PM
04:20PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
11:00PM
Kesari 10:20AM 01:25PM
07:00PM 10:05PM
Shazam! English 12:45PM
09:10PM
Junglee 04:30PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
05:25PM
Badla 10:55PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 12:00PM 05:00PM
07:50PM 10:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
09:00AM 11:45AM 02:30PM
04:00PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:30AM
02:40PM 07:40PM
Kesari 10:00AM 01:00PM
06:45PM 09:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 11:30AM
02:20PM 10:30PM
Shazam! English 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kesari 09:30AM 12:50PM
05:15PM 11:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 02:30PM 08:20PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
12:25PM 01:35PM 04:40PM
06:00PM 07:45PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 11:40AM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:25PM
09:00PM
Junglee 04:00PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 02:55PM 05:35PM
08:15PM
Kesari 09:35AM 12:45PM
03:55PM 07:05PM
10:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
12:00PM 01:15PM 04:20PM
07:25PM 10:30PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:55PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:10AM
08:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:20PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
07:05PM 10:00PM
Junglee 12:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
12:35PM
Kesari 03:15PM 06:15PM
09:15PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:30PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
06:15PM 07:00PM 09:15PM
Shazam! Hindi 10:15AM
01:00PM 09:45PM
Shazam! English 06:45PM
Kesari 10:30AM 10:00PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:50PM
03:50PM

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SATURDAY, APRIL 06, 2019

STOP THAT I
WORK, WORK,
WORK: RIRI IS
COMING!

ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year.
While there have always
been many speculations
about her visit to the country,
like in 2017, it was said that
she will be visiting India in
2018, things never

materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many

‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival

musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber
was in the city in 2017,
while the band Coldplay
performed a full set in India
for the first time as part of
the Global Citizen Festival
in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in

the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards
till date.
HTC

This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
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THE SINGER IS
ALL SET TO COME
TO MUMBAI AS A
PART OF HER WORLD
TOUR ON OCTOBER 19
THIS YEAR

PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS

Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however,
says things in Bollywood
aren’t the same for a
newcomer, as they used to be
before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is
a different era. When it comes
to Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but
for me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she
says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw,
very simple, naïve, innocent,
and at the same time,
unapologetic. When people
saw Love Sonia, the feedback
was mixed. Some said ‘I don’t
believe Mrunal can act so
differently, we were convinced
that she is a village girl’. It was
a huge compliment to break
that stereotype, that Mrunal
Thakur can only perform
bubbly or happy characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte
hi nahi comfort zone se. I had
to push myself in order to
come across as a versatile
actor,” Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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PHOTOS: HTCS/PRABHAS ROY AND SARANG GUPTA

THE BEST OF COUTURE
Day One of India Runway Week
saw some statement-worthy
ensembles by various designers

eld over the weekend at
the DLF Place, Saket, the
Indian Federation for
Fashion Development (IFFD)
hosted the 11th season of India
Runway Week.
Day One of the three-daylong gala put up a spectacular

H

display of the eye-catching
ensembles by renowned as well
as upcoming designers.
Here’s a look at some of the
best ramp moments that stood
out during the fashion week.

HTC

BEDAZZLING
ENSEMBLES

Acid attack survivor, Laxmi
Agarwal, walked the ramp
for label Laxmishriali’s chic
collection, Revolutionary
Goddess.

Kiran Kheva and
IFFD founder
Avinash
Pathania

PERFECT SHADES
FOR A SUMMER
WEDDING

A HANDMADE TALE

BLENDING
TRADITIONAL AND
MODERN

Designer Rina Dhaka
showcased her dazzling
wedding collection that
displayed a combination of
unique hues and intricate
work for summer brides.

RJs were seen walking the
ramp for Javik Nari, a
curated show on Make in
India and for India by
fashion director of India
Runway Week, Kiran Kheva.

ALL THAT GLITTERS

Alka Gilada presented her
collection, Khwabeeda, a
stunning traditional bridal
collection with a modern
outlook.

Madhulika Mehta from
SatinVogue showcased a
collection that was all
about rimless pearls,
sequins, glitters, stones,
and shimmer.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRAT.KOHLI

myra Dastur was last seen
in the slice of life film,
Rajma Chawal (2018). She
garnered a lot of praise for her
performance in the Leena
Yadav directorial, which also
starred Rishi Kapoor.
In her next, a murdermystery, Koi Jaane Naa,
Amyra’s character had to
know how to ride a twowheeler with ease. But when
the actor started her lessons,
she had to call the instructor at
night as the traffic during the
day prevented her from
learning properly.
Amyra, who until now
didn’t ever ride a bike, says
that it was a completely new
territory for her. “I have never
ridden a bike or a scooty in my
life. My mother was always
against it, especially in a city
like Mumbai, where none of us
obey traffic rules. Once, I
attempted to take lessons in
the afternoon but the roads
were jam-packed, which made
me nervous, and honestly,

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ALIFAZAL9

Cricketer Virat Kohli and actor Ali Fazal show how to do weights
right. These ‘dumdaar’ posts might just give you enough
motivation to go back to the gym in case you have been
skipping your workout sessions.

Rachel Weisz

PHOTO: AFP

Sam Smith celebrates his body with ‘naked day’
inger Sam Smith shed his
clothes for a “naked
selfie” as he urges fans to
embrace their “beautiful
human bodies”.
The singer has had
struggles with body image.
Last month, he revealed that
he underwent liposuction
surgery at the age of 12 after
being targeted by bullies.
According to reports,
Smith, 26, shared a topless
selfie with his 12 million
Instagram followers and said
he spent the day naked to
“celebrate this bod.”

S

He wrote, “For my entire
life I have always hated
being naked. Today, I
decided to have a naked day
and spend the day in my
room and watch TV and
read and eat what I want
and just celebrate this bod.
It has been so empowering
and wonderful and f***ing
fun. I think everyone should
have a naked day once in a
while and celebrate that
beautiful human body of
yours.” The Stay With Me
hitmaker was praised by fans
for his bold move.
IANS

Sneha Mahadevan

A

O

PTI

Designer James Ferreira
presented a summer line
with metallics, whites and
summery prints.

INTERESTING MIX
IN MENSWEAR
YAJY by Aditya Jain, a
Kolkata-based designer,
showcased his collection
with prominent silhouettes
in menswear.

GLITZ AND
GLAMOUR

The Day One finale saw
Delhi-based designer Amit
Talwwar’s Victorian Allur, a
stunning collection inspired
by the royals of Great
Britain.

MidnightlessonsforAmyraDastur

Weisz in talks for major Caught on Insta
role in superhero
movie
scar-winner Rachel Weisz
is in negotiations for a
key role in Scarlett
Johansson-fronted Black
Widow film.
According to reports, the
talks with the 49-year-old
actor, who was recently
nominated for an Oscar for her
performance in Yorgos
Lanthimos’ The Favourite, are
in the early stages.
Stranger Things star David
Harbour is also in talks to
board the cast, which also
includes the Outlaw King
(2018) actor, Florence Pugh.
The highly anticipated
superhero movie will star
Johansson as Romanova aka
Black Widow, an agent of the
fictional spy agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D and a member of
the superhero team, the
Avengers.
After Captain Marvel, Black
Widow is the second femaleled superhero project in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.
The shooting is scheduled to
begin in London, UK, this
June.
Australian film-maker
Cate Shorthand of Nazi drama
Lore fame, is set to direct the
film. Jac Schaeffer has written
the recent draft for the film.
The production house is yet
to confirm the casting.

FOR COOL AND CHIC
SUMMER OUTFITS

Sam
Smith
PHOTO: AP

didn’t allow me to really learn
how to ride. I got an idea
because even when I learnt
how to drive a car, my mum
would take me out at around
11pm, when the roads were
empty,” she says.
That’s what Amyra told her
instructor as well. “She [the
instructor] would come to my
house at around 11.30pm and
she would teach me for an
hour. I’ve become really good
now and I’ve promised my
girlfriends that when we go to
Goa this year, I’ll be the one
driving them around,” she
says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

When I learnt how to
drive a car, my mum
would take me out at
around 11pm, when the
roads were empty.
AMYRA DASTUR, ACTOR

I was prepped by a real doctor for my role,
says Shweta Tripathi
Pooja Sharma
hweta Tripathi Sharma
recently shot for the
second season of a web
series. It’s the first time that
the actor will be seen playing a
doctor.
The actor went through
intense prepping to get into
the skin of her character in
the drama-anthology. A
source says, “Shweta took
extensive workshops, where
she was taught medical terms.
She also learnt how to check
the pulse, and conduct basic
medical procedures such as
checking blood pressure, and
examining and suturing of
wounds.”
Shweta, who was “prepped
by a real doctor” will sport a
completely deglamorised look.
She says, “See, you need to
appear convincing. When
doctors dispense advice to
patients, they are empathetic.

S

But at the same time, they
have a very matter-of-fact way
of approaching disease and
diagnosis. I wanted to get that
aspect right.”
The Masaan (2015) actor
further adds that this is also
one of her favourite projects.
“I’m very choosy about the
projects I do. I don’t think I’ve
done so much homework for
any other project and that has
really helped. I’m very excited
for audiences to see the show
and really hope they enjoy it,”
Shweta signs off.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

THE MASAAN (2015)
ACTOR FURTHER
ADDS THAT THIS IS
ALSO ONE OF HER
FAVOURITE PROJECTS
Shweta Tripathi Sharma

I’m a foodie but I believe in organic and homegrown food: Sapna Pabbi
Prerna Gauba Sibbal
ctor Sapna Pabbi was
studying finance in
London when she first
started modelling. However,
acting came to her by luck. As
we spoke to her, she was
enthusiastic, chirpy and
humble. Excerpts:

A
PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/
SAPNAPABBI_SAPPERS

Your favourite fashion piece?
I love ripped washed-out
denims. They are casual and
look, effortlessly, chic. I love
the ones in which the knee
falls out. Usually, I like teaming
it with a checkered shirt and
boots.
Your fashion icon…

Kate Moss. I love the way she
keeps her looks simple but adds
an element of edginess. She
carries everything very
effortlessly and doesn’t go
overboard ever.

Is following a diet a crucial part of
your fitness?
I’m a foodie but I believe in

organic and homegrown food.
We had a garden where we
grew fresh vegetables. My
father is a chef, and I get it from
him. If not acting, I would start
something in food which would
be all homegrown. I make
mayonnaise, dough and
everything. The taste of fresh
food is very different from

packaged food. Everyone
should opt for this. Also, as a
part of my daily chores, I start
my day with black coffee, ghee
or coconut oil. This flushes out
toxins from your body and
detoxifies it. Ghee is a very
important ingredient that our
body needs. I love a bowl of
fruits a day. Talking about

workout, I do Pilates and can’t
live without it. I would suggest
not to pressurise your body
when it comes to working out.
It’s not about looking great but
about feeling good, nothing can
make you look good other than
the twinkle in your eyes. I also
recommend stretching for a
flexible body.
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Anjali Shetty
tarted in 2003,
International Carrot
Day is celebrated on
April 4, every year. The
idea is to spread awareness on
the goodness of the vegetable
and highlight its benefits and
potential in the kitchen. From
a crunchy quick snack and a
wholesome meal to a delicious
dessert, carrots can make
their way into every meal.
With antioxidants that help
control damage of cells in the
body, carrots are also high in
fibre that helps better
digestion in the body. Ameya
Mahajani, chef, Aromas Café,
says, “A carrot eaten daily
promotes healthy eyes.
Carrots have proven to fight
cancer and aid in healthy skin
and hair.”
The numerous health
benefits of this ingredient
makes it a favourite among
mums at home and chefs in
the kitchen. Nitin Mongia,
chef and founder, Kiki’s Pizza
& More, adds, “Carrots help in
with weight loss and assist in
lowering cholesterol levels.
Furthermore, they improve
eye health.”
Manish Khanna, founder
and partner, Brownie Point
shares that they are a healthy
source of better digestion,
maintaining youthful age
through great hair and skin
and lowers the risk of
developing diabetes.

S

Crunchyaffair:
Carrotsfor
allseasons
International Carrot Day was recently celebrated
across the globe as a way of promoting the benefits
and attributes of the good old vegetable
preserving nutrients. Also
always saute and don’t fry, as
frying can dehydrate and
cause loss of nutrients. Infact,
they baking and roasting
works best.”
Vicky Ratnani, culinary
director, The Project Series,
applies pointers such as never
overcook carrot, cook them
right; use minimal water
while cooking carrot; roast
them with pepper and virgin

olive oil.

CARROT QUIRKS
Carrots are naturally high in
sugars and a quirky, fun way
to use them would be to
highlight this aspect. Kelvin
Cheung, chef, Bastian, says,
“The idea is to use carrots in a
manner that will accentuate
and bring out the other
natural flavours like vanilla
and citrus. Instead of serving

COOKING CARROTS
THE RIGHT WAY
Overcooking any vegetable
can affect its nutritional value
and the same applies for
carrots too. Having said that,
cooking them cannot be
avoided altogether, what you
can do instead is adapt the
right way of cooking each
ingredient.
Mahajani adds, “Dry
cooking methods like grilling,
butter roasting and sautéing
are the best to retain
maximum nutrients in
carrots. If one prefers boiling
carrots, then one should make
sure to keep the boiling liquid
aside and store it to be used in
sauces and soups as the water
is rich in nutrients, which are
released while boiling the
carrots.”
Steaming is the best way to
cook carrots as it enhances
the flavour and allows for
concentrated nutrient
retention. Khanna says,
“Whenever in doubt,
microwave them. Carrots use
little or no water and can heat
them quickly from inside,

carrots as a side dish, make
it the star of your meal.”

DESSERT
FRIENDLY
For desserts, one great
way is to focus on using
spices to bring out more of
the carrot’s flavours. Warm
spices like
cinnamon, nutmeg and
cloves are ideal to experiment
with for carrot desserts.
Cheung adds, “At Bastian
brunch, we use one version of
this technique by making a
classic carrot cake containing
double the amount of carrots
F h
with extra spices. Fresh
ginger is also added
d to the
mix for that extra kick
k
and the batter is lefft to
rest overnight. The
classic Bastian
French toast
prepared for
brunch the next
day is paired with
a spiced royale
and served with
spiced cream
cheese frosting.”
Sheriyar Dotivalla,
executive chef , The
e
Resort says, “One of
o the
most favourite carrrot
desserts in India is Gajar Ka
o try
y other
Halwa. You can also
desserts such as Cinnamon
Carrot Muffins that are a little
low on calories and big on
flavour. Try Atta Carrot cake
where you can replace flour
with the healthier wheat
flour. You can even add
walnuts for some crunch.”
n

HONEY GLAZED
BABY CARROTS
Ingredients
500gm baby carrots,
2tbsp honey, pinch of
freshly ground cumin, salt,
25gm butter
Method
n Steam the baby carrots.
n Add butter to pan and
carrots seasoned with
salt and cumin.
n Toss till well-coated. Add
honey and toss till
glazed
n Serve hot
By Nitin Mongia, chef
and founder, Kiki’s Pizza
& More

Here are few out of the box
ideas to give the regular
carrot dishes a twist:

You can make carrot fries in the
oven instead of deep frying.
Peel the carrots and cut them
le
engthwise in half, and then in
half again. Season with salt and
pepper. Spread in an even layer
p
on a baking sheet and bake in a
o
preheated oven for 20 minutes,
p
or until tender and crisp at the
o
ends. In a small bowl, whisk
e
together mayo (you can use
curd for a healthier option)
chipotle and lime juice. Serve
the fries with sauce.”

Carrot Fries: This is a healthier
option to your regular French
fries that are made of potatoes.

2. Coriander-Roasted Carrots:
Peel carrots and cut into 4 to
5cm pieces. Put the pieces into a

QUIRKY CARROTT DISHES

bowl. Dry roast coriander seeds
and black pepper. Coarsely
ground the roasted spices and
sprinkle over carrots. Salt the
carrots and mix well. Pour oil
into a small container. Peel and
mince the garlic and mix it with
the olive oil. Mix oil-garlic
mixture with the carrots and
pour the carrots into an
ovenproof dish. Bake in a
preheated oven until soft and
brown around the edges.
Quirky Carrot Salad: Keep the
grated carrots in a big bowl,
then add some coriander leaves,
poppy seeds (khus khus),

pomegranate seeds and lime
juice and zest. Season with sea
salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste and drizzle with the
extra virgin olive oil.
Carrot Apple Juice: Peel the
carrot and add pieces of both
carrot and apple in a blender jar
or juicer. Prepare a puree. You
can either use this thick puree or
you can sieve it through a
cheesecloth. Squeeze some
lemon juice and add some
ginger for extra zing.
By Sheriyar Dotivala,
executive chef, The Resort

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

HOW’S THE STYLE? HIGH, SIR!
he Hindustan Times
India’s Most Stylish
Awards 2019, attended by
some of the biggest stars
of the Indian film and
television industry, was not
just about glam and glitz. It
was also about recognising
the talent and unconventional
style that has blown people’s
minds in recent years.
One of the most coveted
titles awarded at the event
was The Jeep Style Badge of
Honor, a recognition for
achievers who have carved
theirr own niche and believe in
doin
ng things differently. This
year,
r, the prestigious title was
besto
owed upon actor Vicky
Kausshal. Award-winning
fash
hion stylist and costume
de
esigner Anaita Shroff
Adajania and Nipun
A

T

PHOTOS: HTCS

(From left) Vicky Kaushal receiving the award from Nipun Mahajan — head, sales
and network development, Jeep India, and Anaita Shroff Adajania

Mahajan, head, sales and
network development, Jeep
India, were delighted to
present the Jeep Style Badge
of Honor to the actor. Rahul
Pansare, head, marketing and
PR at Jeep India, said, “The
idea behind the Jeep Badge of
Honor award is to recognise
and reward some of the most
versatile achievers in the
Industry. Vicky Kaushal has
surpassed everyone’s
expectations with some
amazing work over the last
year. He rightfully deserves
the Jeep Badge of Honor as
his work and dedication truly
represents all that Jeep
stands for.”
The year 2018 has been a
splendid one for Kaushal, as
he not only conquered hearts
with his performances on the

big screen with films such
as Manmarziyaan and
Sanju. He also gave
impressive performances
in web films such as Love
Per Square Foot and Lust
Stories, where the latter
was directed by Karan
Johar. However, he found
fame with his portrayal of
Major Vihaan Shergil in
the film Uri - The Surgical
Strike, which released
early this year. Only a few
achieve greatness, but
then there are some who
go beyond and become
true style icons. One such
new found gem is Kaushal.
Among other coveted
titles, the Most Stylish
Couple award was bagged
by Shah Rukh Khan and
wife Gauri Khan, India’s
Most Stylish Jury Choice
Award (female) was
awarded to Kareena
Kapoor Khan, the Reader’s
Choice Most Stylish actor
(male) was awarded to
Ranveer Singh, and Rohit
Shetty won the award for the
Most Stylish Film-maker
HTC
(male).

Vicky Kaushal
with the Jeep
Style Badge of
Honor

Kareena
Kapoor
Khan

(From left) Rahul Pansare — head, marketing and PR, Jeep India, with Ranveer Singh and Rohit
Shetty

(From left) Ranveer Singh receiving
the Reader’s Choice Most Stylish
Actor (male) from Kevin Flynn —
president and managing director,
Jeep India, and Kapil Dev

(From left) Sonakshi Sinha, Gauri Khan, Shah Rukh Khan and Rahul Pansare
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You can style your
bikinis with skirts

LEHRIYA BOOTS

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
PAPADONTPREACHBYSHUBHIKA

Make summer more
resplendent with handcrafted leheriya boots
that are equally easybreezy and stylish. Boots
aren’t meant for
summertime, but these
tie-dye boots are all you
need to add a dash of
glamour to your short
dresses. Wear it with a
long denim shirt dress or a
long dress with a thighhigh slit. Here, the model
is wearing Papa Don’t
Preach by Shubhika.

Tie-dye boots look
stylish and are light
for summers
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
PAPADONTPREACHBYSHUBHIKA

Don’t let your style
suffer because of
the weary summer
days. Here’s how
you can take
boredom out of
your closet
without
compromising
on fashion

SHADE THAT
SUN AWAY

SWIMSUIT
COUTURE

Don’t let the harsh heat
spoil your summer
wedding. Complement
your lehengas with the
trendiest sunglasses, a
must-have, for a
stunning look. Here, the
model is wearing rosetinted pair of sunglasses
with a pastel lehenga
designed by Sabyasachi.

Put your swimsuit to
more use and make it
versatile. Wear it with a
heavily embellished
skirt to a wedding. For a
casual outing, wear the
swimsuit with a pair of
denims or solid pants in
pop colours like red,
yellow or green. You
can style a swimsuit
with different
things available in
your closet for a
fun look.

Floral buns are the hottest
trend of the season
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANITADONGRE

Text: Akshay Kaushal

Straw hats are a perfect
summer accessory
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIVANANDNARRESH

SUN HATS TO GET
YOU GOING
The blazing sun shouldn’t
stop you from stepping
out in style. Opt for chic
straw hats that can spruce
up your summer dress as
well as save you from that
scorching heat. You can
also style them with a
swimsuit or bikini. Here,
the model is wearing a
printed swimsuit in red
from Shivan and Narresh.

Here’showyoucanbeat
fatigueinsummereasily
DEHYDRATION AND
CONSTIPATION

WHY BEING IN THE
SUN FEELS TIRING
Being in the sun can
decrease melatonin
production in your body,
which is an integral
hormone that regulates
our mood. Lower levels of
melatonin can be one of
the reasons behind you
feeling low. Your body has
to work really hard to keep
you cool by sweating,
which is also dependent
on how big your body is,
and the temperature
outside. This process
drains your body’s energy.
To avoid this, protect
yourself from the sun,
wear sunglasses, carry an
umbrella and avoid
stepping out during the
day time.

Lower melatonin levels
can lead to fatigue

Sweating leads to loss of
water, which further leads
to dehydration,
constipation and bloating.
Always keep yourself
hydrated and eat a lot of
fruits. Also, in order to
keep our bodies cool, and
prevent overheating, our
digestive acid reduces
during summertime. As a
result of this, it’s harder
for the stomach to digest
heavy foods. Hence, eat
light and consume a lot of
fibre in summer. Opt for
fruits like papaya and
oranges.

Sunglasses add
an oomph factor
to your lehenga
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SABYASACHIOFFICIAL

FLORAL BUN
Adorn your hair with pristine
white and pink flowers, and
style it with your pastel
lehenga as you doll up for a
summer wedding. Floral

adornments are the hottest
trend of the season and add
a glimpse of nature to your
look. Here, the models are
seen in creations by
designer Anita Dongre.

Abhinav Verma
ne thing that bothers
many of us during
summertime is the feeling
of laziness, fatigue and
sleepiness all the time. The
Japanese even have a word for
it — Natsubate. ‘Natsu’ means
summer, and ‘bate’ comes from
the word ‘bateru,’ which means
having difficulty to move
forward because you are so
exhausted.
So, if you’ve got a case of
Natsubate, then read on as Dr
Mohsin Wali, former honorary
physician to President of India
and Dr RK Singhal, senior
general physician, explain the
reasons behind fatigue in
summers and what can be done
to deal with it.

O

n

SLEEP TIGHT
The role of melatonin is
also to induce sleep when
it gets dark. It’s regulated
by sunlight, which
indicates our brain to stay
awake. In summers, the
onset of melatonin gets
affected due to longer
daytime. Hence, sleep
comes to us much late in
the night. Turn off the
lights, avoid your cell
phone or TV and read, so
your brain can get the
signal that it’s time to
sleep.

Keeping yourself
hydrated is a must
in summers

abhinav.verma@htlive.com

Not sleeping
on time can
also affect
your
melatonin
levels
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

SUDDEN CHANGE
OF TEMPERATURE

SALT LOSS MAKES
YOU LAZY
Eating papaya can help
you fight constipation

Lack of salt or sodium in your
body can also affect your
energy levels. Loss of salt
occurs mainly due to
sweating and results in low

levels of sodium, which is
known as Hyponatraemia.
This can cause dizziness,
headaches and muscle
cramps, especially, if you
workout during the summer
season. To combat this, drink
electrolyte drinks and keep
your body hydrated.

The sudden change in
temperature that
occurs when you step
out from an airconditioned room to
the hot outdoors, is also
responsible for making
you feel lethargic.
Rapid change in
temperature can
trigger anxiety, which
can heat up your body,
draining its energy. If
you are stepping out
from an air-conditioned
room, make sure to
switch off the AC 5 to 10
minutes prior and
acclimatise.
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‘I’VE HEARD SCARY
STORIES ABOUT CHILD
ACTORS’

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were
sensible to take her out of the spotlight and
focus on her education instead

Rishabh Suri

he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”
Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about

S

my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008)
and Madhur Bhandarkar’s
Traffic Signal (2007), and it
takes a lot for parents to say
that when you have done a
film like Iqbal and people are
offering projects. I have heard
scary stories about child
actors, but my parents were
sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I
won the National Award when
12, I knew that as an adult
acting is an eventuality.
People would come up to me
and say ‘when are you acting
next?’ I went behind the
camera, produced a short
film, worked with (the now
dissolved) Phantom Films as a
script consultant. Not doing
films was kind of my decision,”
Shweta adds.
n

Shweta Basu
Prasad

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

Canadian education workshop
set to rock Chandigarh tomorrow
handigarh is all set to
host the 25th Canadian
Universities and
Colleges Admissions
Workshop, one of India’s
largest Canadian education
exhibition being organised
inn 15 cities across India
from April 3 to 17, 2019.
“It is the only official
participation by Canadian
universities and colleges,
and is powered by Canam
Consultants Ltd,” says
Anuraj Sandhu, CEO,
Canam. Starting from New
Delhi on April 3, the event
has already covered
Amritsar, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana and is all set to
rock Chandigarh on April 7,
(Sunday) at JW Marriott,
from 11am to 5pm. After
Chandigarh, the exhibition
will cover Bathinda, Kolkata,
Pune, Mumbai, Vadodara,
Ahmedabad, Chennai,
Bangalore, and Kochi, before
concluding at Hyderabad on
April 17.

C

BENEFITS
n Opportunity to choose from

a range of institutes
n Speak directly to the

university delegates
n Save time with fast-track or

spot admissions
n Discuss co-ops,

scholarships, etc
n Seek expert visa guidance
n Receive global

career advice
n Save money on

application fees
“Delegates from colleges
and universities across
Canada will be participating
in the event to give direct
advice to candidates. The
scholastic wealth of Canada
has always encouraged

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

‘I WANT TO BE IN
A POSITION,
WHERE I DON’T
HAVE TO
INTRODUCE
MYSELF’
Pooja Sharma
ayush Sharma is working
on his second film, an
adaptation of the Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The actor,
who has acted in only one film
so far, says he is not limiting
himself to one kind of cinema.
“I want to take up subjects that
connect with me, be it
commercial films or offbeat. I
want to make mistakes and
learn from them. Every film
will teach me something new,”
says the actor. He adds that he
feels he is average at acting,
action or dance, but is ready to
work hard in these areas. “One
film reviewer wrote that I’m
skinny and don’t deserve to be a
hero. Since then, I’ve put on
15kgs of muscle mass. My goal
is to keep learning the craft and
I hope that my USP will be my
versatility,’ he says. So, did he
set out to become a star or is his
aim to focus purely on acting?
Aayush adds, “The goal is to be
a star. A star can bring a smile
on anyone’s face just by
shaking hands with them. I
hope it doesn’t come out in a
wrong way but I want to be in a
position, where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore.”

A
VISIT 25TH CANADIAN
UNIVERSITIES AND
COLLEGES
ADMISSIONS
WORKSHOP AT JW
MARRIOTT ON APRIL 7
FROM 11AM TO 5PM
Indian students to rise
beyond the national
boundaries for growth and
better career prospects.”
The day-long event at each
location has catered to the
education needs of the
students aspiring to move to
Canada for industry driven
certifications, diplomas,
bachelors, and master’s
degrees. The students will
also be counseled based on
the eligibility, and
appropriateness of the
programs that best suit their
profiles, and academic
backgrounds.
With the huge popularity
of Canada as a study
destination and now,
acknowledging the hard
work put in by Team Canam
across the country, there is a

PHOTO: HTCS

surging upward trend in the
number of student walk ins
and participating institutes
during the past years.
Acknowledging the passion
among the Indian students to
excel, the Canadian
universities and colleges
enthusiastically welcome
and admit Indian students to
their academic programs.
The workshop will also
provide application
assessment opportunities
with most of the institutes
offering special application
fee waivers. The students
will also be informed about
the significance of seeking
visa advice from Canadian
Government authorized
ICCRC member.
Interested students are
advised to carry three copies
of all their academic and/or
work experience documents.
For more details, visit:
www.canadaedufair.com or
contact your nearest Canam
office
Also, all students should
register online or offline for
free entry with priority
passes.

Aayush
Sharma
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‘I was told I’m not hero material’
Sangeeta Yadav
any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting dream
but only a few are able to
carve a niche for themselves.
Actor Yogesh Tripathi is one
such actor who left no stone
unturned to make his dream
come true and prove those
wrong who called him “not a
hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part. I
realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for
him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition

M

venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe different
aspects from various roles I
have seen in films, be it about
eating paan or the way of
speaking and walking. We used
to enjoy our struggle phase and
never took that negatively,”
Yogesh says.
n

Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

HE FACED SO MANY
REJECTIONS BUT
NEVER LET THAT
AFFECT HIM

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee
hat stage gives performers
a real high is something
most actors have
expressed. Perhaps that’s why
actor Shashank Vyas, who has
had a tryst with the stage in his
school and college days, is keen
on exploring theatre once
again. “When I did theatre,
they were mostly comic roles.
But now, I surely want to
explore other genres. I feel I
still have stage fright and it’s
time that I get rid of it,” says the
actor, who feels theatre helps
actors to hone their skills.
Among his favourite theatre
personalities are actors Pankaj
Kapoor, Shah Rukh Khan,
Surekha Sikri and
Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says

T

Shashank Vyas

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

Shashank, before he goes on to
talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked with
in his debut TV show, Balika
Vadhu. “I had worked with her
for five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she is
in whatever she does. She has
literally given everything to
her craft. She is an institution.
Many fellow actors can learn
from her and I myself have
picked up a lot too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls himself
a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of his
films and seen him performing
on stage. “I would want to work
with Mr Naseeruddin Shah. I
look up to him as an artist who
loves and has given so much to
his craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he plans
to meet Shah and train under
him before venturing into
theatre.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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MOHALI’S MANINDER IS TRICITY TOPPER
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WEATHER
Sat 6

Sun 7

Mon 8

Rain

Cloudy

Rain

Max

Max

35°c

35°c

Min

Min

21°c

20°c

Sunset
Saturday at
6:44pm
Sunrise
Sunday at
6:05am

Max

32°c
Min

Humidity
Max: 76%
Min: 28%

20°c

Yesterday’s temp: Max 35°C

tricityalert
POWER
CHANDIGARH: Power
supply to parts of
Sectors 22 and the Punjab and
Haryana high court will remain
suspended from 10am to 4pm
on Saturday.

shortstories
WOMAN’S EARRING
SNATCHED: 3 DAYS
ON, ACCUSED HELD
CHANDIGARH: Three days after a
woman’s earring was snatched
from a park in Sector 7, the accused
was arrested by the police on
Friday.The accused has been
identified as Avdesh Tiwari, a
native of Uttar Pradesh,. Tiwari
was roaming in a park when the
victim, Anju Devi,42, a resident of
Sector 7, recognised the accused on
››P3
Friday morning.

PUCET (UG) 2019
registration opens
CHANDIGARH :Panjab University
(PU) launched the online registration for PU Common Entrance Test
(PUCET) (UG) 2019 on Friday, for
admission to BSc (honours)
(choice-based credit system) and
BPharmacy. The test will be held
on April 30. The candidates
passed/appeared in Class 12
examination will be eligible. ››P4

Tribunal awards ₹16 lakh
relief to mishap victim’s kin
CHANDIGARH: The Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal (MACT) has
awarded around ₹16.6 lakh compensation to the family of a
Zirakpur woman who died in a
motor vehicular accident in
November 2017. The victim,
Deepika Pathania, 21, was hit by a
speeding car while she was
crossing the road in front of CRPF
camp gate at Hallomajra in
Chandigarh, in 2017. The driver fled
the spot and Deepika was hospitalised where she was declared
brought dead.
››P4

MANINDER SINGH
OF MOHALI IS
TRICITY TOPPER

PAWAN KUMAR
BANSAL’S
WAR ROOM

UPSC CIVIL SERVICES EXAM:
IIT-JODHPUR GRADUATE SECURES
AIR 195; CHANDIGARH HEAD
CONSTABLE’S DAUGHTER CLEARS
>>p4
EXAM WITH AIR 466

CONGRESS NOMINEE’S WAR ROOM HAS A
HEADY MIX OF CLOSE KIN AND CONFIDANTS.
HT LISTS OUT THEIR NAMES AND ROLES >>p3

2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
Munieshwer A Sagar
n

munieshwer.sagar@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Amid suspense over

the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)’s choice for the Lok Sabha
ticket from Chandigarh, the
local unit of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) — the saffron
party’s parent organisation — is
reported to have put its weight
behind Sanjay Tandon, the city
BJP president.
Tandon is one of the three
ticket aspirants, the other two

Coughup₹1,000
forwastingwaterin
Mohalithissummer

NINE DIVINE NIGHTS

DRIVE TILL JUNE 30 Twelve teams of civic body, three of
GMADA to keep a check during the morning supply hours
Hillary Victor
n

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

FIGHTING WATER SHORTAGE

MOHALI : Get ready to cough up

₹1,000 or even lose your connection for wasting potable water
during morning supply in
Mohali this summer.
While the Mohali municipal
corporation will conduct the
drive to check water wastage
between 5:30am and 8:30am from
April 15 to June 30, the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA) will start
the drive in its sectors (66 to 80)
from May 1. It too will go on till
June 30, the period during which
water demand in the city reaches
its peak — 32 million gallon daily
(MGD).
Mohali on an average has a
requirement of 30MGD water,
but the supply is limited to
20MGD: 10 MGD from the
Kajauli waterworks and an
equal amount from 75 tubewells.
To ensure there is no wastage
of water, which otherwise aggravates the shortage during summers, the authorities have
imposed a ban on washing cars
and courtyards and watering
lawns during the morning
supply.
A notice will be issued for the
first offence. If it is repeated, a
challan of ₹1,000 will be imposed.
Water supply will be discon-

being sitting MP Kirron Kher
and former MP Satya Pal Jain,
whose names were sent by the
state panel to the BJP’s central
election committee (CEC) for
the Chandigarh seat.
Consulted about its choice,
the RSS is learnt to have conveyed its preference for Tandon
to the CEC.
Even as Chandigarh RSS
sangh sanchalak (head) Triloki
Nath Goyal maintained that the
organisation is apolitical and
doesn’t interfere in the BJP’s
internal matters, a senior local
office-bearer confirmed the
development.
“All three are strong contenders. Kirron is the sitting MP
and has to her credit several
development works. Jain has

2 days on, 3 held for
abetting 19-yr-old’s
suicide in Kharar
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Police on Friday

arrested three men accused of
abetting the suicide of a 19-yearold boy in Kharar. The fourth
accused is absconding.
Akbar, alias Aku, had hanged
himself at his house on Wednesday, reportedly not able to bear
the pain of seeing his mother’s
clothes being torn by the four
when she intervened to save
him from being beaten up by
them.
“We had a tip-off that the
accused were seen near the
Kharar flyover. While Rinku,
30, Rama, alias Sethi, 32, and
Surinder, alias Gulgula, 35,
were arrested from the spot,
their accomplice Bunty, 31, is
absconding,” said investigating
officer Keval Singh. “The
accused will be produced in
court on Saturday.”
Akbar’s mother Rupa, 38, a

EACH INDIVIDUAL CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE,
KEEP AN EYE ON LITTERBUGS AND GENTLY
>>p5
SENSITISE THEM, SAY READERS

Min 20.2°C

While Mohali MC will begin the drive on April 15,
GMADA will start it in its sectors (66 to 80) from May 1
DOS AND DON’TS
Use buckets, not hosepipes,
to wash cars
Don’t wash courtyards or
irrigate lawns in the morning
(5:30am and 8:30am)
Check wastage of water due
to overflow from overhead
or underground tanks

Prevent any other leakage
in the pipeline from tanks,
from ferrule to water meter
and overflow from desert
coolers
Don’t use booster pumps to
lift water from the main
water supply line

n

WHAT ACTION WILL VIOLATERS FACE
1st offence
2nd offence
3srdoffence
Get a notice Pay up ₹1,000 fine Lose your water
connection
nected thereafter, said executive
engineer, public health, Anil
Kumar.
The MC has constituted 12
teams to conduct the drive, while
GMADA has formed three
teams.
‘NO ONE WILL
BE SPARED’
Suresh Kumar, a resident of Sector 66, Mohali, said: “This drive
is a mere eyewash every year. In
the morning, every house owner
in our locality can be seen washing their cars. We have never
seen any administrative team

The Mansa Devi temple illuminated on the eve of Chaitra Navratra fair in Panchkula on Friday. Lakhs of people visit the shrine to pay
obeisance during the nine-day fair. Around 700 cops will be deployed to maintain law and order.
SANT ARORA/HT

mustread
11 ARTISTS
AND A CRITIC
FELICITATED

conducting a drive,” he said.
Last year, the MC had issued
70 challans while GMADA
issued 31.
“We will not spare the violators this time as we do not want
there to be scarcity of drinking
water,” said Anil Kumar. “The
supply to people who are found
using motors to lift water
directly will also be disconnected as the practice is illegal.”
The Chandigarh MC has
also announced a similar drive
from April 15. However, the fine
is ₹2,000, double of that in
Mohali.

CHANDIGARH :Artists, young
and old, as well as art critics
were felicitated at the first
Sanmaan Samaroh organised
by Punjab Lalit Kala Akademi
and Punjab Kala Parishad at
Punjab Kala Bhawan on
Friday. In all, 12 people, two of
whom work in collaboration,
were awarded. While some
are born here, others chose
Punjab as their home. ››P6

BJP ticket: RSS throws its lot behind Tandon
election

IF YOU DON’T
LITTER, GOOD;
ELSE FINE

ARRESTED FROM NEAR
THE KHARAR FLYOVER
FOLLOWING A TIP-OFF.
FOURTH ACCUSED
STILL ABSCONDING
scrap dealer, told police that
after being informed that he was
being beaten up, she went to
save him. She said one of the
accused, Rinku, tore her clothes
and pushed her to the ground.
When she raised the alarm,
the accused fled. Akbar and
Rupa returned home and he
went to his room on the first
floor. When he did not come
down for long, his younger
brother went looking for him
and found him hanging from the
ceiling.
On Rupa’s complaint, police
registered a case under Section
306 (abetment to suicide) of the
Indian Penal Code.

›

Tandon’s long
association with
the RSS, his strong
organisational abilities and
accessibility to party
workers and people has
made him our first choice.

n

Sanjay Tandon is Chandigarh
BJP president since 2010.

SENIOR OFFICE-BEARER
OF CHANDIGARH RSS

has had a long association with
the RSS. His father, late Balram
Das Tandon, was one of the
founding members of Jan
Sangh, which later became the
BJP.
PREFERENCE DIDN’T
MATTER LAST TIME
Ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, the local RSS unit had
rooted for a local candidate
having association with the
organisation.
However, the central BJP
leadership opted for Kirron
Kher, who was seen as an outsider. Riding on the Modi wave,
the actor-turned-politician
went on to defeat the sitting
Congress MP, Pawan Kumar
Bansal, by nearly 70,000 votes.

6 booked for rape
of 50-year-old
Dera Bassi woman
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Licence of accused’s
relative was also
suspended in Feb

MOHALI : The police on Friday

booked six men for the gangrape
of a 50-year-old woman of Zora
village in Handesra, Dera Bassi.
In her complaint, the victim
said she works at a brick kiln
next to the land of the accused,
which the owner of the kiln had
taken on lease.
The victim said she had gone
to drink water from the tubewell
located on the land on Thursday
when the accused pulled her into
a room next to the tubewell and
took turns to rape her.
Hearing her cries for help, her
husband turned up at the tubewell and had a fight with the
accused before the latter fled.
The victim’s medical examination has been done and the report
is awaited.
Based on the complaint, the
police registered a case against
Gurmail Singh (50), Sukhwinder
Singh (24), his father Nirmail
Singh (51), Charan Singh alias
Pehlwan (60), Balla Kumar and
one unidentified doctor, under
sections 376 (D) (gangrape), 323
(voluntarily causing hurt), 148
(armed with deadly weapon), 149
(unlawful assembly guilty of
offence committed in prosecution of common object) of the
Indian Penal Code. No arrest has
been made so far.

murder
in mohali
justice for neha shoree
Shailee Dogra
n

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Investigations into the
murder of Punjab drug officer
Neha Shoree have revealed that
her department had suspended
the licenceofaccusedBalwinder
Singh’s relative, who was running a medical store in Kurali, in
February this year.
Suspecting it to be the trigger
behind the murder, police have
made the relative, identified as
Malkiat Singh, join the probe.
Malkiat Singh’s licence was suspended for 45 days after a raid
conducted by drug inspector
Navdeep Kaur in February, said
sources.
Balwinder Singh, 49, had
opened fire at Neha, 36, who was
the zonal licensing authority,
Food and Drugs Administration
(FDA), Punjab, at her office at
Kharar before shooting himself
withhislicensed.32borepistolon
March 29.
PoliceinitiallysaidBalwinder
was nursing an old grudge

experience and defeated Congress nominee Pawan Bansal
twice. But Tandon’s long association with the RSS, his strong
organisational abilities and
accessibility to party workers

and people has made him our
first choice,” said the officebearer, who didn’t want to be
named.
Besides being the city BJP
president since 2010, Tandon

NRI’S HOUSE
BROKEN INTO
IN SECTOR 10

2 months after acquittal in Bhola case,
Delhi man arrested for vehicle thefts

CHANDIGARH: The house of a non-

HT Correspondent

residentIndian(NRI)wasbroken
into in Sector 10, police said on
Friday. He got to know about the
incident after his neighbours
sharedpicturesoftheransacked
house with him on Thursday.
Mandeep Sachdeva, who is a
professor based in Tallahassee,
Florida,US,thensentanemailto
Chandigarh Police to register a
case of theft. A case under Sections 380 (theft) and 454 (lurking
house-trespass or house-breakinginordertocommitoffence)of
theIPChasbeenregisteredatthe
Sector 3 police station.
“Based on the pictures, Sachdeva has not been able to ascertain whether anything valuable
was stolen. He will visit the city
later this month to take stock of
the situation,” said an official
privy to investigation.
Policesaidtheaccusedentered
thehousefromthereardoorafter
breaking its lock. “Although a
neighbour’s CCTV camera covers that spot, there are trees
blocking it,” said a cop.
HTC

n

›

The accused used to
steal vehicles of the
models of whose RCs were
available with them. Then
they used to change the
chassis and engine
number of the stolen
vehicles and sell them.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The police on Friday

claimd to have busted a gang of
inter-state vehicle thieves with
the arrest of a Delhi resident,
who was acquitted in the Bhola
drug case two months ago, and
two of his accomplices.
The accused, Surjit Singh,
kingpin of the gang, Gursewak
Singh, alias Sewak, 48, of Hoshiarpur and Baljinder Singh, alias
Binda, 29, of Tarn Taran, were
arrested after police checked a
car on a tip-off on Thursday
evening.
With their arrest, four cases of
vehicle theft in Mohali have been
solved, said police.
9 VEHICLES RECOVERED,
EQUIPMENT SEIZED
The police have recovered eight
cars and one two-wheeler along
with registration certificates
(RCs) of nine vehicles, along with
tools used to steal vehicles, number plates, car window glass, key

HS BHULLAR, SSP, Mohali
n

Surjit Singh, Gursewak Singh and Baljinder Singh in the Mohali
police custody on Friday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

sensors, cutter machine,
grinder, lock code machine and
drill machine.
The nine stolen vehicles
include a Toyota Liva, two Swift
Dzire cars, two Verna cars, an
Innova, Swift VDI, Alto and one
two-wheeler Maestro.
The accused were produced
before a local court on Friday
and sent to three-day police
remand.

SURJIT IS KINGPIN: SSP
“Surjit, who was acquitted in
Bhola drug case, is the kingpin of
the five-member gang of which
three have been arrested; rest
will be arrested soon,” said Harcharan Singh Bhullar, Mohali
senior superintendent of police.
Surjit was arrested in May
2013 for supplying stolen vehicles to Bhola and his accomplices. However, he was acquitted

in February this year.
Bhullar said, “Surjit has
seven cases registered against
him and is out on bail in most of
them. A dacoity case is registered against him in Sri Ganganagar in Rajasthan.”
“The accused used to steal
vehicles of the models of whose
RCs were available with them.
Then, they used to change the
chassis and engine number of
the stolen vehicles and sell
them,” said Bhullar.

WAS RUNNING MEDICAL
STORE IN KURALI; COPS
PROBING WHETHER IT
TRIGGERED MURDER
against her.
Balwinderwasrunningashop
— Jaspreet Medical store — the
Morinda bus stop a decade ago.
The shop was originally in his
father Gurbachan Singh’s name
andBalwindertookoveruponhis
death.In2009,Nehawaspostedas
adruginspectorinRoparandhad
raided the shop. On finding Balwinder in possession of 35 differenttypesofunauthorisedmedicines, she cancelled his licence.
Investigations have revealed
that Balwinder had twice reapplied for licence — first in 2010 in
hiswifeDarshan’snameandthen
in 2017 in the name of a relative.
The special investigation team
(SIT)constitutedbythestategovernmentunderinspectorgeneral
of police, Rupnagar Range, V
Neerja, is scanning the FDA
recordstofindifNehahaddenied
the applications.
Following the allegations
made by Neha's family, who suspect a larger drug nexus behind
the murder, the SIT is probing
that angle too.

Mercury touches
35 degrees in city,
rain likely today
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Maximumtempera-

ture on Friday breached the 35
degreemarkforthefirsttimethis
year. Even minimum temperature went past 20 degrees. At
20.2°C, it was four notches above
normal.
However,lightrainislikelyin
thecityonSaturdayandMonday
while sky will remain cloudy on
Sunday, said the weatherman.
“Westerndisturbanceswillbe
active in the city from Saturday
onwards. Although rain is
expected on Saturday and Monday, the sky will be cloudy on
Sunday as well,” said an India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) official.
MaximumtemperatureonFriday rose up from Thursday’s
34.8°C to 35°C, three notches
above normal. In the next three
days,maximumtemperaturewill
remainbetween32and35degrees
while minimum will remain
between 20 and 21 degrees.
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PAWANKUMARBANSAL’SWARROOM
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CONGRESS CANDIDATE

A HEADY MIX OF CLOSE KIN AND CONFIDANTS
Pawan Kumar Bansal’s war room has sprung into action days after the Congress fielded him from Chandigarh for the eighth consecutive election. His poll-fighting
machinery over the years has always been a mixture of his close kin and confidants, who coordinate with party leaders and workers on the ground during election
days to strike a chord with the voters. HT lists out those who will play a crucial role in fortifying the campaign for Bansal in the Lok Sabha elections on May 19.
PARDEEP CHHABRA

VIKRAM BANSAL

MANISH BANSAL

EYES AND EARS
Chandigarh Congress chief Pradeep
Chhabra is Bansal’s closest
confidant, who is virtually his eyes
and ears within the party. As a local
party president, he played a key role
in swinging local support in Bansal’s
stride. Chabbra is deeply involved in
mobilising the local cadre through
big and small public functions ahead
of elections, besides shaping the
party’s overall poll strategy.

NEPHEW, THE PUBLICITY MANAGER
Bansal’s nephew, Vikram Bansal, is his
main publicity strategist. He is involved
in preparing Bansal’s campaigns both for
print and electronic media, besides
designing and distributing all poll-related material. He too will play an
important role in producing content
for social media to take Bansal’s
reach to a wider audience. He
works with Bansal’s media
team headed by former
journalist Bhupinder
Narayan. His brother
Rajesh Bansal too will
play an active role in
making poll-day
preparations and
keeping a record of
Bansal’s election
expenditure.

SON, THE BACKBONE
Bansal’s youngest son, Manish, is the backbone of
his entire election preparedness and poll
management. From arranging logistics for
day-to-day public meetings to managing finances,
he is taking a major plunge. He too is involved
with the party’s youth connect programme.
People see Bansal’s humility and
shrewdness in him.

SHASHI SHANKAR
TEWARI
THE COLONY CONNECT
He is Bansal’s key person in wooing
voters in colonies and slum areas.
He has considerable say among the
migrant population from the
Poorvanchal region. His role will be
crucial for Bansal’s poll victory since
Congress lost major ground in
colonies to the AAP in the 2014
elections.

MADHU BANSAL
WIFE, WOOER OF WOMEN VOTES
In Bansal’s 40-year-old political
journey, his better-half Madhu has
always stood rock-solid with him.
She is Bansal’s main force when it
comes to pulling the women votes.
She, along with a team of Chandigarh Mahila Congress workers, has
been holding public meetings and
canvassing from door to door in
different parts. After Navjot Kaur
Sidhu’s entry into Chandigarh,
Madhu was the one who held
parallel functions to ensure that
Bansal’s popularity does not wane.

SUBHASH
CHAWLA
THE STRATEGIST
Former mayor Subhash
Chawla is Bansal’s key
person to keep an eye on
opponents Bharatiya
Janata Party and Aam
Aadmi Party’s poll
strategies and provide
timely feedback to the
party for necessary course
corrections. He too was
spotted in Arvind
Kejriwal’s February rally in
Chandigarh. A good
orator, he is among the
key speakers in Bansal’s
public rallies.
TEXT: VIVEK GUPTA

POLLBUZZ

Cong slams BJP on social media
In the latest Facebook live
video uploaded by Congress,
former deputy mayor and
general secretary of Chandigarh Congress HS Lucky
opened a scathing attack on
BJP. He said that the BJP
leaders overcharged the residents in the name of parking
fees.The firm hired to run
parking lots in connivance
with the local BJP did a lot of
monetary harm to residents,

said Lucky. He said, reducing
the prices just before elections is an election gimmick.
He also said that the Chandigarh Police inspectors
should be promoted and
transferring DSPs from
other states should be discontinued.
Congress will
change this policy once it
comes to power, he said.
COMPILED BY
VIVEK GUPTA

tricitytoday
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ORGANIC MARKET

An Organic Farmers’ Market will be held in Chandigarh.The market
features local farmers who grow non-GMO seeds with natural fertilisers.
They promote organic healthy living and conscious consumerism.
When: 4pm to 7pm, Where: Parking near Nagar Van Gurdwara, Kartar
Aasra Road adjacent to Sukhna Lake

An exhibition MG@150 will be held with the installations by artist Kawal
Pal. Director, North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala, Saubhagyta Vardhan,
will inaugurate the function.
Where: Art Gallery, Alliance Francaise, Chandigarh, When: 5:30pm
onwards

HEALTH LITERACY FEST
A health literacy festival will be organised by NGO Society for Promotion Ethical and Affordable Healthcare (SPEAK) India. During the event, a
book ‘Ayushman Bharat’ written by Dr R Kumar will also be released. An
award ceremony for winners of essay competition will also be held.Justice Anil Kshetarpal will be the chief guest.
When: 10.15am onwards, Where: Sharda Sarvhitkari Senior Secondary
School, Sector 40 D, Chandigarh

SPIRITUAL RENDITION
Himalayan master Satguru Yogiraj Siddhanath will be delivering an open
satsang. The spiritual leader will perform meditation.
When: 5:45pm onwards, Where: Bhawan Vidyalaya Auditorium, Sector
27, Madhya Marg, Chandigarh

APNI MANDI

Sector 40A
CHANDIGARH: Sector Phase 6
Chandigarh
40A, Sector 43A and
Mohali
Sector 49C
Sector 43A

PANCHKULA:
Sector 14

BEHIND THE BARS Anju Devi spotted Avdesh Tiwari while he was roaming in a park and informed PCR personnel
HT Correspondent
n

Sector 49C

Panchkula

Sector 14

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Three days after a
woman’s earring was snatched
from a park in Sector 7, the
accused was arrested by the
police on Friday.
The accused has been identifiedasAvdeshTiwari,anativeof
Uttar Pradesh, said police.
Tiwari was roaming in a park
nearCRBPublicschool,whenthe
victim, Anju Devi,42, a resident
of Sector 7, recognised the
accused on Friday morning.
She went to a PCR van, following which, the police apprehend
himnearthesportscomplex.The
accusedtriedtofleefromthespot
after biting one of the police personnel’s arm.
Acase under Sections 332(voluntarily causing hurt to deter

Four booked for
beating up Jhajjar
DC office patwari
HT Correspondent
n

ART EXHIBITION

MOHALI: Phase 6 and
Sector 71
Sector 71

Woman’s earring snatched: 3 days on,
accused held as victim identifies him

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Four people were
booked here on Friday for allegedly beating up a patwari workinginthedeputycommissioner’s
(DC’s) office of Jhajjar district in
Haryana on February 27. They
hadalso allegedly tried to snatch
government records from him.
The victim, identified as Manish Kumar, alleged that Rakesh,
Puran Chand, Yajdutt, Surinder
and Mahavir, who also work at
the Jhajjar DC office, beat him
outside court No. 25, Punjab and
Haryanahighcourt,Chandigarh
whenhehadcomeheretopresent
government records there.

CASE AT SEC-3 STATION
Police said a case under Sections
341(wrongful restraint), 332(voluntarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty),
353(assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge of his duty), 506(criminal
intimidation), 382 (theft after
preparation made for causing
death, hurt or restraint in order
tothecommittingofthetheft)and
511 (punishment for attempting
to commit offences punishable
with imprisonment for life or
other imprisonment) of the
IndianPenalCode wasregistered
at the Sector 3 police station.

publicservantfromhisduty),353
(assaultorcriminalforcetodeter
publicservant from discharge of
his duty),186 (obstructing public
servant in discharge of public
functions) and 323 (voluntarily
causinghurt.)oftheIndianPenal
Code (IPC) was registered at the
Sector 26 police station against
himforassaultingthepolicepersonnelidentifiedassub-inspector
Jasbir Singh.
During interrogation, he confessed to snatching the woman’s
earring as well.
THE CASE
Devi, a homemaker, had alleged
thatshewenttoanearbyparkfor
a walk as her daily routine when
theincidenttookplaceataround
6:30am. After she had completed
a couple of rounds ofthe walking
track,amansneakedupfromthe

rear and grabbed her neck.
Having held her like that for
nearly a minute, he fled with her
left earring, she alleged. Anju
said the man, who was lightly
built, had been following her for
some time but she didn’t pay
much attention.

THREE JUVENILES HELD FOR
SNATCHING MOBILE PHONE
CHANDIGARH: Three juveniles were arrested for
allegedly snatching a
mobile phone from a
15-year-old boy here on
Thursday.
At around 6.50pm, The
police control room
received a call regarding a
snatching on the Sector
33/34 dividing road. The
victim is Sarvan, of Dhanas.
His phone was snatched by
the three juveniles who
were chased by police and
apprehended.
A case was registered
under Sections 379 (theft),

PAST INCIDENTS
This year, as many as 28 snatchingincidentshavebeenreported
inthecitysofar.Thesouthsubdivision is most affected with 18
cases. Six cases have been
reported under the Sector 34
police station. Two of them took
placeatthesamespot,outsidethe
Laxmi Narayan temple, on
March 21 and 29.
However, the number is still
small as compared to 73 cases
reportedinthefirstthreemonths
last year.

356 (assault or criminal
force in an attempt to commit theft of property carried
by a person) and 34 (acts
done by several persons in
furtherance of common
intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at the Sector 34 police station. All
three have been sent to
juvenile home.
As per police, one of the
boys works as an office boy
while the other two are students. All three are residents of Burail village, Sector 45, and hail from Uttar
HTC
Pradesh.

HIT-AND-RUN:
MAN RUN OVER
BY SPEEDING CAR
AMBALA: A 59-year-old motorcycle-bornemanwaskilledinahitand-run case near Kali Paltan
bridgeinAmbalaCantonmenton
late Thursday night.
Deceased Gurmeet Singh, a
resident of Janetpur in the district was working with a private
dairy.Thevictimwasgoingtohis
village from Ambala city, when
the accident took place, said
police. Deceased’s son Jagbir
Singh in his police complaint
stated that a rashly driven car
had hit his father’s motorcycle
near Kali Paltan bridge.
“Some passersby rushed my
father to the civil hospital from
where he was referred to
PGIMER, Chandigarh. Doctors
declared him dead on arrival,”
Singh added.
ASI Dharmpal, Parao police
station, said the car driver fled
from the spot and is absconding.
A case has been registered
underSections279,337and304-A
of the Indian Penal Code. HTC

Refusing to pay Two men held with 20gm heroin
gratuity costs
P’kula firm dear
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Two people were

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Refusing to pay the

gratuity amount to a man has
cost a Panchkula-based logistics
company dearly.
The district consumer disputes redressal forum, Panchkula, has directed the firm to pay
over 65,000 gratuity, ₹10,000 compensation to Satish Kumar Saini,
a resident of Baltana, besides ₹
5,000 as litigation expenses.
Saini had been working with
M/s Sarthak Logistic Pvt Limited, Phase I, Industrial Area,
Panchkula as a regional manager (operation and sales) from
2011 and resigned from the services on December 12, 2016 by giving one month’s notice in
advance.
The complainant was relieved
from the services on January 8,
2017.
Following this, he approached
the office several times requesting for the payment of gratuity
amounting to ₹65,770 as he had
worked for more than five years
and was receiving a salary of
₹22,800 per month.
But the firm refused to pay the
gratuity.

FIRM TO PAY 65,000
GRATUITY, ₹10,000
COMPENSATION
BESIDES ₹ 5,000 AS
LITIGATION EXPENSE
Several notices were issued to
the opposite party and even at
the address of director of M/s
Sarthak Logistic Pvt Limited,
Rajat Saini, which were not
received back (as served or
unserved) despite the expiry of
30 days from the issuance. Owing
to the non-appearance, he was
proceeded ex-parte by the forum.
Considering the facts, the
forum observed that the opposite
party has not appeared and thus
the version of the complainant
goes unrebutted and uncontroverted.
“We find no justification on
the part of the opposite party to
withhold the payment of gratuity amount as claimed by the
complainant,” the forum ruled.
The forum directed the opposite party to pay ₹65,770 on
account of gratuity amount payable to the complainant along
with interest at 9% per annum.

arrested with 20gm heroin in
separate cases, here, said police
on Friday.
The accused Upender alias
Upain,27, resident of Lohgarh
village in Zirakpur was arrested
near Wave cinemas in Industrial

Area, Phase1,with 10 gmheroin.
The police were patrolling the
area at around 6:30pm as a part of
their election duty when they
saw the accused.
The accused tried to flee from
the spot but was apprehended by
the police.In another case,
police arrested Vinod Kumar, a
resident of Hallomajra village
near Sector 42 lake and recov-

ered 10 grams of heroin from his
possession.
A case under Section 21 (punishment for contravention in
relation to manufactured drugs
and preparations) of the Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act has
been registered at the Industrial
Area, Sector 36 police stations
respectively.

Woman among
two arrested
with illicit liquor
CHANDIGARH: Woman among two

were arrested in different incidents in Industrial Area for possessing illicit liquor, here said
police on Friday.
Policeseized48bottlesofcountry-made liquor. The liquor is
sold under ‘Santra’ brand and is
produced locally. The accused
Ajay,21, a resident of Industrial
Area was arrested near the government school there with 25
quarters ofcountry-made liquor
on Thursday.
In another case, Chandigarh
Police arrested Rekha, 35, also a
resident of Colony No 4, near a
government lavatory with 23
quartersofcountry-madeliquor.
A case under the Excise Act
was registered at the Industrial
Areapolicestation.Theduowere
bailed out later.
HTC
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UPSC CIVIL SERVICES EXAM

With AIR 195, Mohali’s
Maninder is tricity topper
SUCCESS IN 4TH ATTEMPT IIT-Jodhpur graduate thanks parents for support
HT Correspondent
n

‘Jallianwala Bagh
massacre worst
example of
colonial brutality’

PUCET (UG) 2019
registration opens

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Raghuram Rao

Akkinepally, the director of
National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
(NIPER), on Friday said his visits to the Jallianwala Bagh have
not lessened the impact the place
of such carnage evokes in the
hearts and minds of visitors, and
compared the incident to the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacre in
China, in terms of the violence,
repression and ruthlessness.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Maninder Singh, 26,

a resident of Sector 71, Mohali,
cleared the civil services examination conducted by the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) with All-India Rank
(AIR) 195 on Friday, emerging as
the topper from tricity region.
Son of Jaspal Singh, a sub-divisional officer in the Punjab irrigation department and Surenderpal
Kaur, a homemaker, Maninder,
an IIT-Jodhpur mechanical graduate, cleared the national-level
competitive examination in his
fourth attempt.
“I was called for an interview
twice, and it was heartbreaking
not to clear it either time,” said
Maninder, saying that his perseverance and his parents’ constant
support got him through the journey. Maninder scored 86% marks
in Class 12 from Shishu Niketan,
Sector 22, Chandigarh.

H INDUSTA N TIMES, C H A N D I G AR H
SATURDAY, APRIL 06, 2019

n

Maninder Singh (centre) celebrating with his parents after clearing the UPSC civil services exam, at their
RAVI KUMAR/HT
house in Sector 71, Mohali, on Friday.

CHANDIGARH HEAD CONSTABLE’S DAUGHTER SECURES AIR 466

PEC ALUMNA, EPFO
OFFICER EXCEL TOO
Panchkula resident Payal Kabir,
26, an electronics graduate from
the Punjab Engineering College,
Chandigarh, cleared the exam
with AIR 661. Daughter of a journalist father and teacher mother,
Payal, who did her Class 12 from
GMSSS-Manimajra, does not
own a smartphone in order to
focus on what is important in life.
Meanwhile, Arshdeep Singh
Panwar, an Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO)
accounts officer, secured AIR 580
in the exam. Hailing from Mohali,
Panwar is an alumnus of St Xavier’s Senior Secondary School,
Sector 44, Chandigarh.

Preeti Yadav, a 22-year-old resident
of Sector 19, Chandigarh, cleared
the civil services exam with
All-India Rank (AIR) 466 on Friday.

Preeti, a gold medallist in BA (hons,
geography) with 82% marks from
Panjab University, who dropped
out of her postgraduation to
prepare for civil services, wanted to
become an IAS officer ever
since she was in school. She
completed her Class 10 from St
Soldier’s Senior Secondary School,
Sector 28. She was also the
Class 12 humanities topper as a
student of Government Model
Senior Secondary School, Sector 16,
Chandigarh.

Daughter of a head constable
posted with the Chandigarh
vigilance department and an
alumna of Post Graduate Government College for Girls, Sector 11,
Yadav cleared the exam in her
second attempt.
Her father Mukesh Yadav, a
resident of Sector 19, said, “Last
year, she was short of 21 marks in
the interview. We hope she will
crack the interview this time.” Her
mother Sumitra Devi is a home-

n

Preeti Yadav cleared the
exam in second attempt.

HT

She said her success mantra is to
focus on the dream and not taking
any stress while studying.

maker and her elder brother
Dushyant Yadav is pursuing his
MBA from IIT-Roorkee.

TWO-DAY SEMINAR
He was speaking at a twoday seminar organised by the
department of history, Panjab
University, in remembrance of
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
of 1919, which commenced on
Friday.
Keynote speaker, eminent
historian and professor of modern Indian history at Kurukshetra University, KL Tuteja,
brought to the fore many hitherto unknown and interesting
aspects of the event. He said,
“The Jallianwala Bagh massacre was the worst example of
colonial brutality wherein
Dyer became an icon of brutal
force.”Secretary to the vicechancellor, Devinder Singh, discussed the legal and constitutional aspects which continue to
plague India and other societies.
Chairperson of the department, Anju Suri, talked about
the need for remembering Jallianwala Bagh.
The technical session which
followed the inauguration was
chaired by Viney Kapoor, vicechancellor, National Law University, Sonepat, Haryana.
PU registrar Karamjit Singh
was the guest of honour on the
occasion.

Tribunal awards ₹16-lakh Mobile phones stolen
relief to mishap victim’s kin from Panchkula shop
HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Motor Accident

Claims Tribunal (MACT) has
awarded around ₹16.6 lakh compensation to the family of
a Zirakpur woman who died in a
motor vehicular accident in
November 2017.
The victim, Deepika Pathania,
21, was hit by a speeding car
while she was crossing the road
in front of the CRPF camp gate at
Hallomajra in Chandigarh, on
November 8, 2017.
While the car driver fled the

ZIRAKPUR WOMAN
WAS KILLED WHEN A
SPEEDING CAR HIT HER
ON A HALLOMAJRA ROAD
IN NOVEMBER 2017

ika was working as a staff nurse
at JP Hospital, Ambala-Chandigarh road, Zirakpur, at a monthly
salary of ₹12,000. The petition said
she was also taking tuitions on
the side and making ₹6,000 per
month. Hence, a compensation of
₹40 lakh along with 12% interest
per annum from the date of the
petition was sought.
However, after the arguments,
the tribunal directed the driver
and owner of the car along with
their insurance firm to jointly
pay a compensation of ₹16,57,600
at 9% interest per annum to the
claimants.

spot with his vehicle, a gravely
injured Deepika was taken to the
Government Medical College and
Hospital, Sector 32, Chandigarh,
by a passerby in his car where she
was declared “brought dead” by
the doctor on duty.
The claim petition said Deep-

n
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PANCHKULA: An unidentified man
has been booked for allegedly
stealing eight mobile phones
from a shop in Buddanpur village, Sector 16 on Friday.
In his police complaint, Satish
Kumar, 25, a native of Uttar Pradesh, currently residing at Buddanpur village, said that he runs
a mobile phone shop – Raj Communications — in the village.
Kumar told the police that a
few mobile phones besides some
new ones were kept for repair at
his shop. He told the police that on

Wednesday, he left the shop early
in the afternoon following some
work and the next day when he
was working he found that a
mobile phone kept for repair and
seven new mobile phones were
missing from the shop.
Investigating official, Santosh
Kumar, Sector 16 police post, said
that the complainant initially
tried to trace the accused by his
own, however, later on Thursday
lodged a complaint.
Investigation has been initiated and a case was registered
under Section 380 (theft in dwelling house, etc) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), said Kumar.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

(PU) launched the online registration for PU Common
Entrance Test (PUCET) (UG)
2019 on Friday, for admission to
BSc (honours) (choice-based
credit system) and BPharmacy.
The test will be held on April 30.
The candidates passed/
appeared in Class 12 examination will be eligible for the test.
Those who do not qualify the test
will not be considered for admission. Twenty minutes extra will
be given to visually handicapped/persons with disability
(PWDs) candidates for each
paper.
The centres for the test will be
established at Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Muktsar and Hoshiarpur.
The result will be declared from
May 13 to 15. Admission forms
will be available after the result
from May 22 onwards. Tentative
merit list will be displayed on the
website on June 26.
The qualifying examination
(Class 12) will have 25% weightage while the PU-CET (UG) will
have 75% weightage. SC/ST/BC/
PwD candidates will be given 5%
concession in eligibility marks.
For more details on important
dates and how to register, go to
https://bit.ly/2FWlVmP.

CHANDIGARH : The Students for
Society (SFS) condemned the
proposal of a differential fee hike
across departments in Panjab
University on Friday. A panel has
proposed 10% fee hike across
departments in all courses for new
students and 5% hike for existing
students while in certain departments approval has been given to up
to 79% hike. SFS spokesperson
Harmandeep Singh said, “The
university authorities are pushing
the commercialisation agenda in a
tricky manner. We stand against the
public-private partnership model of
self-financing courses in public
universities.”

Celebration of National
Mathematics Day
MOHALI: Rayat Bahra University
School of Sciences celebrated
National Mathematics Day by
organising a symposium on “Mathematics for life and applications” in
collaboration with the Punjab State
Council for Science and Technology.
The main objective of the symposium was to provide forum to the
students to understand various
mathematical methods in an easy
and interesting way and to enhance
the knowledge and awareness of the
upcoming areas of research among
students.

Annual athletics meet
at Rattan College
MOHALI : Rattan Professional
Education College Sohana, Sector-78,
organised annual athletics meet in
which 300 students participated.
Chairman of RGI SL Aggarwal
distributed prizes to the winners.
Educational adviser of the college
SM Khera and principal Sumita Vig
encouraged students to participate
in games and sports.

UIPS to organise
faculty training school
CHANDIGARH: The University
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences
(UIPS), Panjab University, will
organise a one-week faculty training
school on ‘Innovation and entrepreneurship’ from April 8 to 13 under the
initiative of UGC Networking
Resource Centre. The course will be
attended by 20 selected faculty
participants representing 10 states

The candidates
passed/appeared in
Class 12 examination will
be eligible for the test.
Those who do not
qualify the test will not
be considered for
admission.
Course

Number of seats
Open

NRI

46

6

B Pharma

BSc (honours) (choicebased credit system)
Botany

20

3

Zoology

25

4

Anthropology

30

4

Chemistry

58

8

Geology

30

4

Physics

40

6

Physics*

20

3

Biochemistry

30

4

Microbiology

30

4

Biotechnology

15

2

Biophysics

25

4

Mathematics

40

6

*(specialisation in
electronics)

HT Correspondent
n
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MOHALI:Around 26 chemists have

been awarded rigorous punishment in Punjab in the last eight
months for selling unauthorised
medicines including psychotropic drugs, says the data issued
by the Foods and Drugs Administration (FDA), Punjab.
“In last eight months,
26 accused chemists have been
imprisoned by various courts,
their sentences ranging
from three years to seven years,
along with fines ranging from
₹40,000 to ₹1,20,000,” reveals the
data.
6,300 RAIDS CONDUCTED
“The FDA Punjab has conducted
6,300 inspections/raids on chemist shops /unlicensed medicine sale points in last eight
months after the Mission Tandarust Punjab was launched in the
state by the government and P S
Pannu, commissioner of FDA
Punjab,” the statement reads.
“Drugs worth ₹1.78 crore were
seized from 216 chemists shops.
During the last eight months, the
licenses of 835 chemists have
been suspended,” it further
reads.

MC apprises food vendors of
hygiene and health regulations
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Municipal corporation (MC) in collaboration with
Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGIMER), Sector 15 started the
training programme for street
food vendors to make them aware
on hygiene and food safety rules,
here on Friday.
Last week, a workshop of 30
vendors took place where they
were guided on cleanliness while
handling food.

Resource person Vivek Trivedi, who deals with street vendors
wing said, in the first session
inaugurated by MC commissioner KK Yadav the vendors
were informed about importance
of using gloves and aprons .
“All the food vendors registered with MC will be trained in a
phased manner in next one year,”
he said.
PGI STUDY LED
TO WORKSHOP
This exercise is a result of PGI’s
recent study where it was found

that 90% vendors do not wash
hands and work in poor hygienic
condition.Recently, MC started
to challan for littering in which
more than 50 vendors were challaned for not disposing off the
waste properly.
Research scholar Dr Kumar
Pushkar who has conducted the
study said that more than 20% of
city population consumes street
food and hence hygiene awareness among vendors is important.During the training, the vendors were told about the easy
finances available with banks

LIQUOR VEND AUCTION ROUND 2

UT taxation dept earns ₹34 cr
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH::In the second round
of e-auction held on Friday, the
Chandigarh excise and taxation
department earned ₹33.61 crore
from the auction of 11 liquor
vends against a reserve price of
₹29.25 crore. The department
received 26 bids against 17

campusconnect
SFS CONDEMNS FEE
HIKE PROPOSAL

Test on April 30

26 CHEMISTS
JAILED, ₹1.7-CR
DRUGS SEIZED
IN 8 MONTHS

remaining liquor vends.
On March 28, the department
had earned ₹344 crore from the
auction of 81 liquor vends out of
a total of 98. On Friday, the
remaining were put for auction.
The department has so far
auctioned 92 vends earning
₹377.24 crore as licence fees
against a reserve price of ₹285.85
crore and ₹5.85 crore as partici-

pation fees.
A spokesperson for the
department said, “An analysis of
the successful bidders revealed
that no single entity got allotment of more than 8 vends.”
The opening of financial bids
was held in the presence of Mandip Singh Brar, excise and taxation commissioner-cum-deputy
commissioner, Chandigarh.

schoolnotes

across the country.

KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA

GURUKUL GLOBAL SCHOOL

Tech fest begins at
Chandigarh University

Students connect with
CSIO scientist

Welcome assembly

ZIRAKPUR: Kendriya Vidyalaya held a
student-scientist connect programme
called ‘Jigyasa’ on Friday. The programme was conducted by Central
Scientific Instruments Organisation
(CSIO) to inculcate the culture of
inquisitiveness and scientific temper.
Principal Deepika Sandhu said the
Jigyasa programme was inspired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of a new India and to encourage
innovation.

MOHALI : Chandigarh University
organised Tench-Invent was inaugurated by Insor’s south Asia business
consultancy head Binu George on
Friday. More than 6000 teams from
250 universities, colleges and
institutions are taking part in 88
categories of technical events. Red
Hat Academy India’s APAC lead
Shirish V Pandey said the world is
experiencing technology advancements at a very fast pace, it is
therefore important for today’s
students to learn new technologies.

JAINENDRA PUBLIC

Talent hunt show

718 students awarded
degrees at PGGCG
CHANDIGARH : Postgraduate
Government College for Girls,
Sector-42, awarded degrees to 718
students on its 33rd annual convocation on Friday. For postgraduation,
156 degrees were awarded; 83 for
BCom (Hons),13 in biotech honours,
112 in BA honours, 15 in BCA honours,
23 in BCom,152 in BSc,13 in PGDCA, 14
in PGDGC, 10 in BPEd, 4 in PGDCAF
and 123 in BA. Roll of honour was
conferred upon five students while
66 were awarded college colour and
38 were given merit prizes for
bagging positions at the college
level.

Prize distribution at Dev
Samaj College for women
CHANDIGARH : Dev Samaj College for
Women organised annual prize
distribution on Friday. Principal
Jaspal Kaur welcomed the chief
guest PU dean student welfare
Emanual Nahar. She also presented
the annual college report. As many as
556 prizes were given away to
students for their academic and
curricular achievements. Nine
students were given the roll of
honour in the sports category.
College colour was awarded to 50
students for commendable performance in youth festival. Golden
certificate of merit and certificate of
merit were awarded to 53 and 90
students. Under Mrs Vimal Bhargava
Charitable Trust, 26 scholarships
were also awarded.

Experts speak on
leadership qualities
CHANDIGARH : The Centre of Management and Humanities, Punjab

PANCHKULA: Jainendra Public School,
Sector 1, organised a special assembly
to mark the first day of the new
session on Friday. New students
introduced themselves. The school
also organised a talent hunt show for
the students wherein they showed
their abilities in singing, dancing and
painting. A selfie corner was also
arranged.

KIDZEE, PANCHKULA

World Health Day

n

Students during a convocation ceremony at Postgraduate Government College for Girls, Sector 42, in Chandigarh on Friday.

KARUN SHARMA/HT

Engineering College (PEC), organised
a lecture by former bureaucrat and
motivational speaker Vivek Atray on
‘Developing leadership qualities’ on
Friday. Atray emphasised that a good
leader and team player needs to
have a high EQ as well as IQ. “Students often neglect vital life skills
because they confine their focus to
academics. However, true professional, social and spiritual success in
life depends upon one’s ability to
connect with people,” he said.

Communication skills
workshop at Rayat college
RUPNAGAR: Rayat Engineering
College, Rail Majra, held a one-day
workshop on ‘Stay up and running in
future’ on Friday. Global Banking
Software Factory head at HCL
Technologies Harpreet Singh Kalsi
and Deputy Manager SCM at
Mahindra Defence Land Systems Ltd
Zail Singh were the resource persons.
Harpreet Singh Kalsi said communication skills are important for
enhancing employability .

n

Students in a jubilant mood during the annual prize distribution function at Dev Samaj College for
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Women, Sector 45, in Chandigarh on Friday.

PANCHKULA: KidZee students
celebrated World Health Day on
Friday. They were apprised of the
importance of fresh air. They advised
to keep their surroundings clean to
stay healthy. Children made a model
of lungs through an activity.

CHANDIGARH: Gurukul Global School
welcomed the students for the new
session on Friday. A special assembly
was conducted on the occasion. The
students of the senior wing presented
a skit based on the theme-’Importance of Discipline and Values in a
student’s life. Some useful study tips
were also shared by the senior
students.

AKSIPS-45

Learning activity
CHANDIGARH: The Nursery students
of AKSIPS-45 Smart School took part
in a phonic activity on Friday. They
learnt the sounds of various alphabets by relating them to the real life
objects such as keys and quill. The
activity ended with recitation of
rhymes on alphabets. Principal
Jasmine Kalra lauded the efforts of
the students and teachers.

KIDS ‘R’ KIDS

New session begins
CHANDIGARH: The new academic
session of Kids ‘R’ Kids School commenced on Friday. The children
enjoyed meeting their new friends
and teachers. Children made sandcastles, burst soap bubbles, played
with water, sang and danced. Director
principal Anupam Grewal said such
activities were important for the
overall development of the students.

AKSIPS-41

ST SOLDIER SCHOOL

Book donation

Investiture ceremony

CHANDIGARH: The members of Eco
and Swacch Bharat Club of AKSIPS-41
Smart School took an initiative to
donate second hand books and
clothes to Goonj, a non-governmental
organisation. The students and
parents came forward to collect old
books and uniforms with great
enthusiasm.

BHAVAN VIDYALAYA

MOHALI: The investiture ceremony of
St Soldier International Convent
School was organised before the
commencement of the new academic
session on Friday. Major Udaiveer
Singh was the chief guest. Jaskaran
Singh and Gurleen Kaur were appointed as the new head boy and
head girl. Captains of all four houses
and other council members were
sworn in by principal Anjali Sharma.

Workshop on good
and bad touch

Havan ceremony held

PANCHKULA: Bhavan Vidyalaya,
Panchkula held sessions for the
students of Classes 1-6 on Thursday
and Friday wherein students were
apprised of good touch and bad
touch. The sessions were conducted
by Dr Deepa and Dr Rohini. Students
were also shown a movie Komal.

CHANDIGARH: Kundan International
School, Sector 46-B, organised a
havan ceremony to mark the commencement of its new academic
session on Friday. Manager Manju
Lakhanpal and principal Manjeet
Jauhar along with staff and students
participated in the ceremony.

KUNDAN INTERNATIONAL
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debate of
the week

Don’t litter, otherwise fine
WAR ON WASTE Every individual can make a difference by recycling and composting waste, keeping an eye on litter bugs and gently
sensitising them on the importance of keeping cities clean. It’s change of mindset that will matter ultimately, not fines, say readers

WAR ON WASTE

HOW CAN WE HELP
KEEP THE TRICITY FREE
OF LITTERING?
Hefty fines for littering have been imposed by the MC in Chandigarh, but in a
city with a high literacy rate it’s time every
Chandigarhian took charge of his or her
surroundings and sectors. What have you
done so far?

byinvitation
IMPORTANT TO
EDUCATE VILLAGERS

›

Sector 17 draws visitors from
across India and although
tourists and residents are mindful
of cleanliness here,
people coming in
from villages
nearby are not.
SANJEEV CHADHA,
President, Progressive
Traders’ Association,
Sector 17

NOT RIGHT TO PENALISE
RESIDENTS

›

MC has to get its act in order.
Rehris brought to Sector 22
about 25 years ago are still being
used. Fining residents for littering
is wrong. It’s an institutional
problem. Can the
MC be fined for not
doing its work?
RAJINDER MOHAN
KASHYAP, President,
Sector 22 RWA

n

AUTHORISED AGENCIES
SHOULD COLLECT WASTE

PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT: It’s okay for people to be intolerant if they cannot tolerate garbage dumped everywhere and take on the responsibility to keep their surroundings free of litter.

LET PEOPLE TAKE CHARGE
We don’t just have to solve the garbage
disposal problem, we also need to
maintain the city’s cleanliness. How
many of us pick up a banana peel lying
on the road? Very few. But there will
be others who will throw waste out of
cars while driving. Spitting on the
road and urinating in public spaces
are common . Specifically, one of the
ways for garbage disposal is by chemical decomposition. In Chandigarh,
garbage can be turned into fuel energy
and manure. With IITs and so many
engineering colleges in the country,
why can’t we find ways to convert garbage into an asset? Recycling and conversion is the answer to the problem.
Let it be a movement like AMUL. Collection should start from each house
and end up in industrial units. In the
house, let’s use the two buckets given
to us by MC for dry and wet waste. If
the garbage collectors do not turn up,
we ourselves dispose of the waste in a
garbage bin on our way to work. .
Colonel RD Singh (retd), Ambala
Cantonment

CARRY EMPTY DUST BAGS
WHEN GOING ON TRIPS
As ordinary citizens we have been trying to impart the same sense of responsibility and awareness regarding
duties to our children that our elders
have dinned into us. Mere talk is not
enough and we have to practise what
we preach. In our house we make it a
point to segregate waste and dispose it
separately and carry empty dust bags
with us while going for small outings
or long trips.
Yasmin D Khosla, Panchkula

RECYCLE WASTE, DUSTPROOF
PUBLIC SPACES
A few steps can work to maintain a
clean city
1. Train sanitary workers at each
level to work sincerely. No job is too
big to be handled and sorted out.
2. Home owners can dig up twin
pits, filling them with dry and wet
waste which is biodegradable and not
recyclable to create compost for
kitchen gardens. Similar pits can be
created in societies for collective use
by apartment owners.
3. Plastic waste can be collected by
the MC for recycling
4. Public spaces can be dustproofed
by turfing (growing grass)
5. Each individual must take a no
littering pledge
6. Free the tricity of stray cattle/
dogs.
KK Bajaj, Panchkula

EDUCATE OTHERS ON
RULES AGAINST LITTERING
Each individual is responsible for his
or her own action at home, school, in a
place of business or community at
large. Littering is a huge public concern. Small steps must be taken to
address the problem.
n Choose not to litter. Make a commitment now to join with thousands of
other residents to not be a litter bug
n Educate friends and family on litter
laws
n Remind others not to litter and why
n Get a litter bag or portable ash receptacles to share
n Volunteer in your community to
help prevent and clean up litter —
from cigarette butts to other waste
material.
Subhash Dhall

RECYCLE WASTE IN
YOUR OWN AREA
People’s mindset needs to change and
they need to realise that apart from
their homes, the areas in which they
live need to be cleaned too. Waste from
each area can be handled right over
there through composting or recycling
instead carrying it over several kilometres to someone else’s neighbourhood. Wet waste can be dumped in the
lawns and used as manure. Dry waste
can be given either to kabadiwala or
the garbage collector. Widespread
campaigns via newspapers, media,
seminars and lectures in different
localities, schools and colleges can be
of great help.
Dr Shruti K Chawla, Chandigarh

START A CAMPAIGN FROM
THE HEART OF THE CITY
The cleanliness campaign must start
from Sector 17, the heart of the city. Let
us first clean our heart. Will Dr Amrit
Warring, MC medical health officer
start from Sector 17? Only then can the
residents start a campaign.
Surinder Maken

LITTERING IS OUR
‘NATIONAL’ PROBLEM
The Chandigarh MC has imposed a
fine on littering but forgotten that it’s
our national problem and Indians are
exporting this ‘dirt trade’ to all countries. I remember travelling in a bus in
London, Canada, when the driver
stopped and started collecting litter in
a dustbin. He took some time, then
started the bus saying that some Indians there were in the habit of littering.
I bowed my head in shame. So,a fine
can be a deterrent but it cannot make
people in my village, my town, my city,

readeroftheweek

my state and my country change their
habits. Teachers, politicians and individuals who are genuinely proud of
their city and country should step forward to initiate personal cleanliness
missions. Parents should teach their
children about such good habits and
dog owners should ensure they dispose of the waste of their pets. Caterers
in the city too should ensure they leave
venues spotlessly clean. In fact, they
should be fined ₹50,000 if they leave
waste scattered all around.
Manjinder Pal Singh, Mohali

SUB-PANELS CAN SUPERVISE
WASTE DISPOSAL
Residents should set up sub-committees in their areas to look at different
aspects of waste collection and disposal and guide people to segregate
waste at home, shops, hotels and offices. These committees should take
support and help from different NGOs
and the MC and supervise safai karamcharis to ensure they sweep and
collect dry leaves and dump them in
specially dug pits for composting. Residents too can dump their wet waste
there.
Sumesh Kumar Badhwar,
Mohali

START CONTESTS FOR
CLEANEST SECTOR
Competitions between sectors and
RWAs can be organised for people to
start taking responsibility to clean up
their neighbourhood. A cleanliness
award should be given out for the best
managed sector and its RWA. Involve
NGOs in propagating the idea of a litter free city. Authorities also should
ensure that the tricity has sufficient
bins to collect waste. This is required
at places most frequented by public.
Mobile messages and radio advertisements can be tapped to further the
cause of a clean city.
Dr Rajeev Kumar, Chandigarh

INCREASE FINE AMOUNT
FOR REPEAT OFFENCERS
Residents who do not take the responsibility to keep their areas litter-free
definitely deserve be fined for which
administrative vigilance needs be
enhanced. Though MC officials always
complain about shortage of staff, one
wonders how their existing staff is
being utilised. Once they start penalising residents, MC must ensure that
the penalty amount is increased for
repeat offenders and the money
deducted directly from their bank or
gas connection accounts.
MPS Chadha, Mohali

DECLARE WAR ON POLYBAGS

GET RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS TO SPREAD THE
WORD ON CLEANLINESS
City can be kept litter-free by:
n Dividing Chandigarh into four zones, each with its WhatsApp number to which citizens
can send pictures of spots they have cleaned or which need to be cleaned up.
n Spreading the message of cleanliness regularly through hoardings, posters,
especially near commercial buildings or in marketplaces.
n Management of religious organisations can also help by telling congregations about not littering.
n Strict compliance should be ensured. Big plastic bins should be
provided to all community centres, marriage halls for large gatherings.
n Meetings should be held every six months with religious organisations,
school, college authorities and others to see how every person
can contribute to litter-free cities.
Harjinder Singh Tiwana, Chandigarh

As a true Chandigarhian I have
decided not to use poly bags and make
it a point to carry a jute bag to buy milk
etc and a strolley to buy vegetables
every week from the apni mandi
where use of poly bags is rampant
despite a total ban. On an average, I
manage to say no to at least 90 to 100
poly bags every month.
Chhavi Kumar, Chandigarh

NAME AND SHAME LITTER BUGS
One’s surprised to see even upwardly
mobile folk litter pavements, roads
and parks with empty ice cream cups,
wrappers,even banana and orange
peels. It is time for all of us to keep our
surroundings as clean as our homes.
Citizens’ welfare associations should

allocate areas to the members of the
executive to keep them clean with the
co-operation of residents. NGOs
should participate in the campaign.
Educational institutions, religious
organisations and media should work
in tandem to keep the city clean. Litterbugs must be named and shamed
publicly.
Usha Verma, Chandigarh

PROMISES MADE
The road said, “I transport you to distant places so don’t make me dirty.”
The drain said, “let me
breathe,don’t choke me.”
The dustbin said, “use me to throw
your garbage.”
The municipal corporation said,
“we will place garbage bins in every
locality.”
The government said, “we will fine
those who litter.”
The residents said “we promise not
to litter and make Chandigarh -the city
beautiful”
Sanyam Agrawal, Chandigarh

I, TOO, MAKE A DIFFERENCE
These are the steps citizens need to
take to keep the tricity free of litter:
1. They should incorporate good
habits by not throwing garbage or spitting just anywhere
2. Start cleanliness drives with others to keep their locality ‘cleanest’
3. Plant trees to increase green
cover
4. Make every fair , festival litter
free
Steps I have taken to keep my surroundings clean
1. Don’t allow family members to
throw waste on roads
2. Pick up any trash I see on the road
when out on a walk
3. Always carry a trash bag in the
car for long journeys.
Tanvi Gupta, Panchkula

CONTRACTORS SHOULD CLEAR
CONSTRUCTION WASTE
Contractors carrying out repairs of
roads or buildings, government or private, are the biggest culprits when it
comes to littering the city. It should be
obligatory for them to clear the sites of
malba (construction waste) before
their payments are released.
Vinod Malik, Chandigarh

BE STRICT ABOUT
IMPOSING FINES
War on waste in the tricity can be won
if every individual acts a ‘soldier’ and
pledges to ‘be clean and keep clean,’
demonstrating zero tolerance to littering. Say a big no to throwing away any
sort of paper or wrapper anywhere.
Authorities should strictly enforce
fines because habit formation requires
at least four weeks of forced regulation.Awareness campaigns through
media and billboards at prominent
locations will motivate others to keep
their surroundings clean.
Lalit Bharadwaj, Panchkula

CITIZENS SHOULD BE
INDEPENDENT OBSERVERS
People of the tricity should work as
independent observers and pull up litter bugs, patiently explaining the right
practises to them. The MC should utilise more automatic machines to clean
roads and pavements. Children in
schools should be educated on the
importance of keeping their surround-

ings clean and be made ambassadors
of cleanliness. Festivals like Holi
should not be celebrated in public spaces. Hawkers should be removed from
all public places as they don’t clean up
after themselves.
Tejbans Singh Jauhar

GET ENVIRONMENT MARSHALS
LIKE TRAFFIC MARSHALS
The fines levied by the MC are not
going a make a difference until all the
chief sanitary inspectors and area incharges do their jobs honestly. They
have to be present in their areas and
constantly sensitise and fine people.
Rose garden is full of litter. Vendors
are not warned and tourists are not
fined The MC has not put up any
hoarding or boards warning people of
the fines. We should have environment marshals similar to traffic marshals. Officials need to be accountable.
If they were doing their jobs we could
not have slipped to 20th position in the
Swacch Survekshan. A nexus seems to
exist between sanitary inspectors,
police and vendors as no one seems to
want to take action against them (vendors). The vendors are not allowed on
the lake promenade by law, but you
can still see them there. Why? The
whole area is littered with paper cones
that they use to sell stuff in. The police
at the lake know this but still they
don’t stop them ? Why ?
Paveela Bali, Chandigarh

RULES SHOULD BE
IMPLEMENTED STRICTLY
People do not cooperate only when
there is no sustained effort on the part
of civic authorities to maintain cleaniness. Anyone will shy away from
throwing even small piece of paper on
the neat and clean floor of a shopping
mall. People will desist from doing so if
there is a deterrent. Lack of serious
effort by authorities will not do anything to achieve the goals of keeping
towns and cities clean. A large number
of dustbins of appropriate sizes should
also be kept in dirt-prone areas. Landscaping is another area which needs
attention of the authorities.
Jit Pal Singh

RAGPICKERS, BEGGARS
ADD TO THE MESS
The descending graph of our city beautiful in terms of sanitation needs close
introspection by the authorities. The
citizens of most of the sectors are disciplined and do not litter but the situation on the outskirts, in the habitats
around garbage dumps is ground, is
alarming. Beggars squatting by the
roadside contribute to the littering
and there is urgent need to control and
rehabilitate them. Indiscriminate
allotment of three wheeler permits
have added to the noise and smoke pollution and needs drastic reduction in
numbers. Ragpickers can be seen
openly scattering bags and after collecting what they need discard the rest
near the roads in Sector 22-C right
under the nose of the traffic policemen,who make no effort to stop them.
MS Ishar, Chandigarh

KEEP TRACK OF THE MESS
Carry your own bag while travelling
or shopping to prevent littering or use
of polybags. Go near dustbins and put
garbage in carefully, ensuring it does
not spill over.
Reet Mahajan, Ambala

›

Door to door lifting by the
local body is the solution.
Segregation at collecting point is
only possible if authorised
agencies are deputed for
collection of waste
with compulsory
user charges.
RP MALHOTRA,
President, RWA Sector 8,
Panchkula

WE SHOULD HAVE
MUNICIPAL MAGISTRATES

›

Challaning people for
littering is the right step and
we need municipal magistrates
similar to Delhi MC to challan
offenders and keep a
strict eye on MC
staff responsible
for cleanliness in
the city.
PRAMOD SHARMA,
Proprietor, Yuvsatta

MOHALI HAS FAILED
TO MANAGE WASTE

›

Mohali MC has not imposed
any fine for littering, so we
see garbage everywhere. Despite
tall assurances, MC has failed to
start door to door
garbage
collection.
GURMUKH SINGH
WALIA, President,
Market Welfare
Association, Phase-7,
Mohali

ONUS ON US, LET’S
KEEP OUR CITY CLEAN

›

Onus to keep the city clean is
on us now after its poor
show in the Swachh Survekshan.
We don’t want to fine people, so
they are requested
to keep their
surroundings
clean.
DR AMRIT WARRING,
medical health officer,
Chandigarh MC
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sport

shortstories
CAPTAIN’S DAY
GOLF FROM TODAY
CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh Golf
Club is organising its annual
Captain’s Day golf tournament
from April 6. Over 450 club members will be vying for the top
honours in the two-day event. The
prize distribution ceremony will be
held on April 7.

Tennis meet from April 8
CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Lawn
Tennis Association will organise
AITA Championship Series tennis
tournament for boys’ and girls’
under-18 from April 8 to 12. The
qualifying matches for this event
will be played on 6th and 7th April,
2019 in CLTA Tennis Stadium, Sector
10, Chandigarh. As many as 57
players have signed-in for the
qualifying event. The entries of
boys’ and girls’ under-18 are 40 and
17, respectively. The boys and girls
qualifying 1st round matches will
be played at CLTA Complex Tennis
Stadium, Sector 10, from 10am
onwards. The main draw matches
will start on Monday.

World Table Tennis day
celebrations today
CHANDIGARH : On the occasion of
the World Table Tennis Day on April
6, Chandigarh Table Tennis Association will organise a TT tournament
for Special Children at Sector 50
Sports Complex in association with
UT Sports Department under the
aegis of Table Tennis Federation of
India. No entry fee will charged
from any player for this tournament

Santosh trophy from April 8
NEW DELHI: Delhi play Meghalaya
in it’s opening match of the senior
national football championship for
Santosh Trophy starting April 8 at
Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana.
Clubbed in group A, Odisha, Goa
and Services are other teams in
fray. The group B comprises of
Punjab, Assam, Sikkim, Maharashtra and Karnataka. The event is
being hosted by Punjab Football
Association.

Tricity cricket league begins
CHANDIGARH : As many as 24 teams
are participating in the Tricity
Premier Cricket League T20 Tournament being organised by Chandigarh Police in association with
HDFC Bank at the Sector 16 cricket
stadium on Friday. Chandigarh
Director General of Police Sanjay
Baniwal inaugurated the tournament. Former India player Dinesh
Mongia, players of Indian ParaCricket team and Ranji player Bipul
Sharma were also present.
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Ajeetesh jumps to
third place in Dhaka
ASIAN TOUR Sandhu returned with the day’s best score of
65, thanks to six birdies, including four in-a-row from 11th hole
Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA : Indian golfer Rashid

Khan fired a superb four-under
67 in the third round to stay in
contention for a title at the Bangabandhu Cup Golf Open here
Friday.
While Chandigarh’s Ajeetesh
Sandhu returned with the day’s
best score of a 65, thanks to six
birdies, including four in-a-row
from the 11th hole, to trail by six
shots in solo third in the tournament.
Rashid, who has not won a
tournament since 2014, took his
total to 16-under 197 to stay two
shots away from leader Sadom
Kaewkanjana with just one more
round to go.
Overnight leader, the 20-yearold Sadom brought himself close
to his Asian Tour breakthrough
after signing for a three-underpar 68 to take a two-shot lead
heading into the final round.
Sadom, a former All India
Amateur winner, is making his
first start on Tour after coming
through the Qualifying School
last December. Sadom is now
18-under-par 195 total at the Kurmitola Golf Club at the USD
350,000 Asian Tour full-field
event.
Two other Indians doing well
this week include Viraj Madappa
(71), who is now eight-under
after dropping two bogeys on
back nine. Karandeep Kochhar
(70) is Tied-11th at seven-under.
Jeev Milkha Singh (71) is tied
34th alongside Veer Ahlawat
(74), while Honey Baisoya (72) is
T-41st.
Akshay Sharma (74) is T-46th,
Abhijit Chadha (72) is T-53 and
Aman Raj (76) is T-62nd.
Rashid, winner of two Asian
Tour titles, said, “I was a bit off
today. I hit the ball bad. I didn’t
take advantage of my birdie
opportunities. But I finished
well. I had an eagle on 14 and a
birdie on 15. Overall, it was fine.
I made a couple of up and downs.
I was struggling to find fairways
and greens.

n

Chandigarh’s Ajeetesh Sandhu is placed third.
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KAUL EARNS MAIDEN PGTI TITLE
PUNE : Teenaged rookie
Kshitij Naveed Kaul of
Delhi, playing only his
ninth event as a professional, displayed maturity
way beyond his years to
shoot a final round of fourunder-67, to register a oneshot victory on the final
day of Pune Open Golf
Championship 2019 at the
Poona Club Golf Course on
Friday. Kaul, 18, (69-6766-67) triumph at the
Poona Club Golf Course
saw him close the week
with a total of 15-under-269
and made him the thirdyoungest winner on the
Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTI) tour, after
Karandeep Kochhar and
Shubhankar Sharma, both
of whom won as 17-yearolds.
Yashas Chandra from
Mysuru (68-68-68-66)
carded the last day’s best
score of five-under-66 to

finish a close second at
14-under-270 at the Rs 30
lakh event.Kaul, the
round-three joint leader,
had a topsy-turvy final
round as he struggled with
his tee shots. However, the
former India No. 1 in the
junior and amateur category, managed to salvage
the day with his brilliant
short-game. Kaul, who
became richer by
R4.84lakh, thus climbed
from fifth to third place in
the PGTI Order of Merit.
His earnings for the season
now stand at R11.59lakh.
Bengaluru’s Syed Saqib
Ahmed (70) and round
three joint leader Shankar
Das (72) of Kolkata took a
share of third place at
10-under-274.
Chandigarh’s Harendra
Gupta finished tied-35th ,
while Panchkula’s Angad
Cheema was disqualified.
HTC

No venue to host AFC Cup,
Minerva mulls to shut shop

CHANDIGARH-A,
HARYANA
SECURE WINS

Agencies

HT Correspondent

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : Minerva Punjab
owner Ranjt Bajaj Friday said he
was contemplating “shutting”
down his club as he could not
find a venue to host the I-League
side’s AFC Cup home match on
May 1.
Minerva is scheduled to play
against Manang Marshyangdi
Club of Nepal in a Group E match
on May 1 and Bajaj claimed that
the Odisha government has
withdrawn its earlier permission to allow to use Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar under
pressure from All India Football
Federation.
The AIFF, however, rejected
the allegation, saying that it has
nothing to do with the issue as
the stadium is owned by the Odisha government.
Bajaj said that the Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
had earlier given clearance
to use the stadium for the
match.
“Yes, we are thinking of shutting the club. What is the point of
playing in a country where the

MINERVA PUNJAB
OWNER RANJT BAJAJ
CLAIMED THAT THE
ODISHA GOVERNMENT
HAS WITHDRAWN ITS
PERMISSION TO USE
KALINGA STADIUM
national federation is trying to
sabotage the clubs. Even after
getting permission from the Odisha Chief Minister Mr Naveen
Patnaik, who has retweeted my
old post, the AIFF denied us permission,” Bajaj said.
He claimed that the AIFF had
refused to give the ground, citing
renovation work ahead of next
year’s FIFA U-17 Women’s
World Cup.
“They say they will have to do
some painting and other small
work,” he added.
In a series of tweets, Bajaj
lashed out at the AIFF for getting
the permission to use the stadium cancelled.
“After being champions playing in the @AFCCup was our

right @minervapunjabfc but
came to know who that it’s AIFF
&(FSDL)who has got our permission cancelled -- ODISHA sports
dept is saying talk to them - I am
shattered that my own parent
body is sabotaging our afc stadium,” Bajaj wrote.
“Sadly it’s crystal clear that
instead of trying to promote football in INDIA /AIFF Along with
FSDL RELIANCE is trying to kill
all football which they can’t
own/this low blow of getting
odsiha govt to cancel the stadium
booking after @AFCCup has
started Is shameful.
“AIFF & FSDL RELIANCE
Congratulations on a job well
done - from everyone @minervapunjabfc & all clubs who have
shut down because of you.” He
appealed to the Odisha chief
minister for his intervention and
save his club from disqualification by the Asian Football Confederation (AFC). Reacting to
Bajaj’s claims, an AIFF official
said, “The stadium is not owned
by the AIFF, it is the property of
the Odisha government. So,
we have nothing to do on this
issue.”

n
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CHANDIGARH : Haryana defeated

Chandigarh-B by two wickets,
while Chandigarh-A secured a
massive 153-run win over Delhi in
the Pandit Kedar Nath Invitational Women Cricket tournament being played at Dev Samaj
College, Sector 45, Chandigarh,
on Friday.
The tournament is being organised by Chandigarh Women
Cricket Association in association with Cricketershop, Mohali.
In the first match, Chandigarh-A, batting first, scored 225
for the loss of eight wickets in 25
overs. Mamta was the top scorer
with 62 runs, while Mehul made
39. Palak contributed 30 runs to
the total. For Delhi, Hemani (2 for
46) and Seema (1 for 24) were the
wicket-takers.
Chasing, Delhi were all out for
72 in 12 overs. Vidhu (15) and
Seema (17) were the main scorers
for Delhi. For winners, Chandigarh-A Chammi (2 for 8), Babli (2
for 6) were the wicket-takers.
Mamta was adjudged woman of
the match.

Siddharth leads in state yachting meet
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Siddharth Kumar

Chauhan was leading after three
races in the Chandigarh Open
State Yachting-Sailing Championship at Sukhna Lake on Friday. Siddharth finished first and
had two second place finish.
Dharamvir was second with
one top finish and two third and
fourth place finishes, respectively.
Vikas Thakur was third.
The finals of the event will be
held in April 7.
Events are being conducted in
the standard laser class sailboat
and is open for men and women
individual.
n

Sailors in action during the
Chandigarh Open State
Yachting Championship at
Sukhna Lake on Friday.
KARUN SHARMA/HT
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113 lawyers apply
for position of
senior advocate

Punjab Lalit Kala Akademi honours 11 artists and a critic

HT Correspondent

old, as well as art critics were
felicitated at the first Sanmaan
Samaroh organised by Punjab
Lalit Kala Akademi and Punjab
Kala Parishad at Punjab Kala
Bhawan on Friday.
In all, 12 people, two of whom
work in collaboration, were
awarded. While some are born
here, others have chosen Punjab as their home.
The awardees are artists Baldev Gambhir, Basudeb Biswas,
Jaspal S, Madan Lal, Late Malkit Singh, Prabhinder Lall, Sidharth, Satwant Singh, Surjit
Kaur and Jiten Thukral and
Sumir Tagra in collaboration
besides art critic Nirupama
Dutt.
Artist Atul Dodiya, professor
BN Goswamy and Punjab Lalit
Kala Akademi president Diwan
Manna handed over the awards.
Baldev Gambhir from Amritsar was born in West Pakistan.
He has worked in different
mediums and has been a panellist at 28 universities across the
country.
Basudeb Biswas, a sculptor,
was born in Bangladesh and
after studying at Shantiniketan

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: At least 113 lawyers
have applied for applications
invited by the Punjab and
Haryana high court for the
designation of senior
advocate.
The applications were
invited, after almost six years,
on March 7 and the last date for
submission was April 4.
Now, the high court has
sought suggestions and views
from the legal fraternity and
other stakeholders on these
applicants up to April 22.
Currently, the Punjab and
Haryana high court has 100 odd
senior advocates.
This designation is usually
given to an advocate for having
specialised knowledge in the
field of law.
Scrutiny of his/her record
and standing is done by
the respective high court
before the designation is
imparted.
The lawyer should have at
least 10 years of work experience.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@Hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Artists, young and

n

From left: Basudeb Biswas, Madan Lal, Baldev Gambhir, Surjit Kaur, professor BN Goswamy, chief guest Atul Dodiya, Punjab Lalit Kala
Akademi president Diwan Manna, art critic Nirupama Dutt, Satwant Singh, Prabhinder Lall, Jaspal S and Sumir Tagra during the Sanmaan
Samaroh at Punjab Kala Bhawan on Friday.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

in West Bengal he relocated to
Jalandhar. In sculpting, he is
known for experimenting with
different mediums, including
scrap wood.

Son of a World War-2 veteran,
Jaspal S from Hoshiarpur has
exhibited his photography
works across the country.
Meanwhile, inspired by the

Ajanta and Ellora caves, Madan
Lal of Ferozepur has held 35
national exhibitions. Experiencing partition closely, Late
Malkit Singh from Moga had its

85% polling recorded in HC Bar body polls
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The executive body

elections of Punjab and Haryana
High Court Bar Association
(PHHCBA) recorded 85% polling
on Friday.
Of 3,347 voters, 2,861 cast their
vote. Counting was underway
till late in the night.
There were five candidates for
the post of president — DPS Randhawa, GBS Dhillon, Dinesh
Kumar Sharma, Tahar Singh
and SP Garg.
For the post of vice-president,
Shekhar Verma and Vikas Malik
were in fray.
Ravinder Malik and Rohit
Sood were contesting for the post
of secretary.
Rajni and Rachna Rudra
fought for the post of joint secretary.
As for treasurer, Krishan
Kumar, Arun Sharma, Fatehjeet
Singh and Zubin Chhura contested.

COUNTING ON FOR
CHANDIGARH DISTRICT
BAR ASSOCIATION POLL
In the district bar association
elections of Chandigarh, 1,946 of
over 2,600 members cast their
vote to elect their representatives on Friday.
Of the 20 rounds of counting,
the counting was on ninth round
at 10pm.
As many as 16 candidates have
contested for different posts.
Eight-time president NK Nanda
and one-time president Sunil
Toni are contesting for the post
of president.
Advocate Nanda promised
completing pending projects like
parking. While Toni highlighted
the need of new chambers and
ensured that chambers will be
constructed on one of the floors
of parking, which is planned to
be constructed on the vacant plot
between the academy and district court.
Shiv Murti Yadav and Karandeep Singh Khullar are contest-

CHAHAL ELECTED IN MOHALI, DHER IN ROPAR
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR/MOHALI : Manpreet

Singh Chahal was elected
president of Mohali district
bar association. A first-timer
Chahal defeated three-time
president AS Longia.
Gurmail Singh Dhaliwal
was elected as vice-president
and Harjinder Singh Baidwan was elected as general
secretary. Amandeep Kaur
Sohi as cashier and Geetanjali Bali as new joint secretary were elected unopposed.
JPS Dher was elected

ing for the post of vice-president
and Gagan Aggarwal, Neeraj
Hans, and Ranjit Singh Dhiman
contested for the post of secretary.

n

JPS Dher, Rupnagar DBA
president
president of Rupnagar district bar association by a
margin of 75 votes, defeating
Surajpal Singh, on Friday.
Deepak Kumar Logi was
elected treasurer with 132

Gurvinder Kaur Saini
and Anu Dhiman are
contesting for the post of joint
secretary.
Dheeraj K Sehgal and Vikas

votes against Rajesh Kumar.
Vice-president Seema
Modgil, secretary Rajinder
Singh Dhiman, joint secretary Ram Milan Yadav,
library in-charge Ajay
Kumar Talwar, executive
members Arvind Singh,
Arun Bhatti and Uma were
elected unopposed. Dher
said he would work dedicatedly for the welfare of the
lawyers.
Daulat Singh Chabrewal
was re-elected president of
the Anandpur Sahib district
bar association and Amandeep Singh Minhas as
secretary.

Kumar are contesting for treasurer.
There are representatives for
the post of senior executive and
junior executive members.

reflections in his works.
Barred from pursuing art as a
profession, Nirupama Dutt
went on to make a career for
herself surrounded by art and

culture. An acclaimed art critic,
Dutt has several books and
translations to her credit.
Sidharth, a filmmaker and an
artist from Raikot, is influenced
by Buddhism. He started off
with painting signboards in
school but is now the maker of 15
films on ancient architecture of
temples in India.
Satwant Singh from Shimla
and settled in Chandigarh is a
painter, sculptor, cartoonist,
poet and muralist. Inspired
from deodars, he has a wide
variety of works on politics and
society.
An inspiration for women in
art, Surjit Kaur broke stereotypes of the time and pursued
career in art. She did her PhD on
Sobha Singh and was honoured
by the Punjab governor for her
works.
Thukral and Tagra belong to
the new generation of visual artists and are setting an example
by experimenting with new
mediums and forms of exhibitions.
Prabhinder Lall from Nawanshahr has participated in state,
regional, national and international events.
The honours carry a citation,
plaque, shawl and a cheque of
₹51,000 each.

Rohit Jain becomes
president of Ambala
bar association
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: The elections for district

bar association of Ambala were
held on Friday.
Rohit Jain was elected president for the Ambala district bar
association with 500 votes by
defeating Umrish Gandhi. Out of
995 voters, 927 voters cast their
vote to further elect Sandeep
Chauhan for the post of vicepresident. He defeated RK Parwana by 462 votes. Rohit Garg
was elected general secretary
and Deepak Kumar Makan joint
secretary.
Dharamvir Dhindsa was
elected president for Naraingarh
bar association with a margin of
one vote against Jai Prakash
Chauhan. Dhinda got 89 votes
out of 177 votes.

n

Rohit Jain

n

Dharamvir Dhindsa

Minor turns
hostile, man
acquitted of
rape charge
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The court of addi-

tional district and sessions judge
Poonam R Joshi acquitted a man
in a minor rape case, after the
victim turned hostile, here on
Friday.The man has been identified as 23-year-old Rahul
Chawla.
As per the complaint, the victim,13, who is a school dropout
said that she stays with her family and helps in household work.
Chawla and the victim were
known to each other, said police.
The victim said that on one afternoon she met him in a market,
from where he took her on his
motorbike to a room in Sector 40
and sexually assaulted her.
Following this, the victim
lodged a complaint, an FIR was
registered under Sections 376 of
the IPC and 4,6 of the POCSO Act
and Chawla was arrested. However, the girl refused to get her
medical done.
During the proceedings,
defence counsel Himanshu
Sharma said that the accused
was falsely implicated in the
case. Also, the girl turned hostile
and retracted from her statement, following which court
acquitted Chawla of all the charges.

VICTIM RETRACTED
FROM HER STATEMENT
THAT CHAWLA TOOK HER
TO A ROOM IN SEC-40
AND SEXUALLY
ASSAULTED HER
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shortstories
HELP STOLE ₹4L,
JEWELLERY, CAR:
HOME OWNER
LUDHIANA : A day after a domestic help decamped with a car and
valuables from the house of a
hosiery factory owner in Tagore
Nagar, police have booked the
accused for theft and poisoning
another servant at the house. The
case was filed on the statement
of home owner Navneet Gupta,
who returned from Dubai on
Friday. Gupta told the police that
around ₹4 lakh in cash and gold
jewellery, along with a car, were
››P3
missing from the house.

PAU govt school gets
mini golf surface
LUDHIANA : Government Smart
Senior Secondary School, Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU), here
has become the first government
school of the state to get a
surface for mini golf on the school
campus. District education
department is constructing a
concrete surface with 18 holes at
the school playing ground. The
project came after the district
was chosen to host three games
for the 64th National School
Championship to be held from
››P2
April 7 to 12 this year.

City to host national
football championship
LUDHIANA: Punjab Football
Association will host the 73rd
edition of the national football
championship for the Santosh
Trophy in the Guru Nanak Stadium. As many as 10 teams who
qualified the zonal competition
from across the country will take
part in the tournament being held
from April 8 to 21 this year. ››P2

debate of
the week

Additional assignments for teachers Depressed due to
hit PSEB Class 12 evaluation process unemployment,
youth ends life
TESTING TIMES Teachers at PAU evaluation centre fail to check 6,000 answer sheets within deadline
n

LUDHIANA : Punjab School Educa-

tion Board’s (PSEB) evaluation
process for the 2019 Class 12
examinations has taken a hit with
teachers at the Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) evaluation centre being assigned other
duties.
Handed additional work, the
teachers have failed to check
6,000 answer sheets of two subjects — environmental science
and physical education.
The centre at Government
Smart Senior Secondary School,
PAU, had received 37 bundles —
22 of environmental science and
15 of physical education — on
March 27 and March 28, respectively. Teachers were assigned
200 answer sheets each that they
had to evaluate in eight
days. However, they have missed
the deadline.
While the environmental science exam was held on March 16,
the physical education exam was

HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A 33-year-old man

Send your views to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 7.

A GOVERNMENT SCHOOL TEACHER

n

As per rules, teachers get eight days to evaluate answer sheets and
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
upload the mark sheets on the PSEB web portal.

conducted on March 18.
Of the 22 environmental science bundles, 18 bundles, comprising 3,600 answer sheets, have
not been checked. Similarly, for
physical education, the centre
received 15 bundles, of which
2,400 answer sheets remain

Mystery shrouds
death of 33-year-old
Sham Nagar resident
n

Every month at least 17 people, on
an average, die on the railway
tracks in the jurisdiction of
Ludhiana. Out of these, at least
95% deaths occur while crossing
tracks. In some cases, people were
crushed under trains while
listening to music or taking
selfies. What steps can be taken
by authorities to ensure lives are
not snuffed out on tracks. Do you
think awareness drives can help?

I was earlier deputed
on exam duty. Then I
came at the PAU centre to
check answer sheets. But
now, I have been asked to
take the practical exams,
while I still need to check
140 answer sheets.

deepa.sharma@htlive.com

WRONG TRACK

HOW CAN DEATHS
ON RAILWAY LINES
BE PREVENTED?

›

Deepa Sharma Sood

died of suspected poisoning at a
cow shelter near the Amar
Shaheed Sukhdev inter-state
bus terminal on Friday.
The deceased has been identified as Deepak Kumar, 33, resident of Sham Nagar.
His family told the police that
Deepak had committed suicide
as he was depressed due to marital discord with his wife.
The deceased’s uncle Vijay
Kumar said Deepak was a taxi
driver. Due to strained relations, his wife had started living
with her parents, and also
filed a dowry harassment complaint against him at the women
police station.
This had pushed him into

depression, Vijay said, adding
that Deepak used to daily feed
cows at the cow shelter.
On Friday, passers-by found
him unconscious at the
shelter. On being informed, his
family rushed him to Dayanand
Medical College and Hospital,
where he died.
Vijay suspected that Deepak
had consumed poison.
Assistant sub-inspector
Chand Ahir, in-charge, bus
stand police post, said the body
had been sent to the Ludhiana
civil hospital for post-mortem
examination.
The cause of death will be
ascertained after autopsy, he
said, adding that they will take
appropriate legal action in line
with results of the autopsy
report.
Further investigation is on.

unchecked.
SCIENCE TEACHERS
TAKING PRACTICALS
Teachers attributed the delay to
majority of science teachers
being deputed to conduct practical science exams of Class 12 stu-

dents, starting Friday. Hence,
they have failed to check the environmental science answer
sheets.
Likewise, physical education
teachers have been sent to conduct the national-level school
games, which will start in Ludhiana on April 7.
In all, the centre received 153
bundles for various subjects. But
63 are pending, even as the board
plans to declare the Class 12

results in the first week of May.
According to rules, teachers
get eight days to evaluate the
answer sheets and upload the
students’ marks on the PSEB
web portal.
Then another set of teachers
re-checks the answer sheets, and
uploads the marks online. To
complete the evaluation process,
a total of 10 days are given.
A government school teacher,
wishing not to be named, said, “I
was earlier deputed on examination duty as a superintendent.
After the exams got over, I came
here to check the answer sheets at
the PAU centre. But now, I have
been asked to take the practical
exams, while I still need to check
140 answer sheets.”
District education officer, secondary, Swaranjit Kaur said,
“We will depute more teachers to
complete the evaluation process
in time. We have sufficient number of science teachers and will
ensure that the evaluation process is completed at the earliest,”
she added.

HT Correspondent
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LUDHIANA : A brawl over fleecing

at a parking lot at mini-secretariat left three visitors with injuries on Friday.
The victims were identified as
Mohan Lal of Jawahar Nagar
Camp, and his acquaintances
Sahil and Shivam. The trio
alleged that employees of the
parking contractor assaulted
them with sticks and rods when
they objected to overcharging
for parking of a two-wheeler.
They filed a complaint with
the police, following which cops
at the Division Number 5 station
reached the scene and have initiated investigation. However, the
assailants managed to flee before
the arrival of the police.
Mohan Lal said he came to the
court complex on Friday for
some work. When he parked his
scooter, the contractor’s
employee demanded ₹15 from
him, while the prescribed fare is

n

Passengers helping a man board the Karamabhoomi Express after dislodging a toilet window at the
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana railway station on Friday.

Railway station bursting
with rush of migrants
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:From jam-packed train

coaches to chock-a-block platforms and ticketless travel to
vandalism of coaches, all sorts of
scenes are being witnessed at the
city railway station with
migrants travelling back to their
native villages for the Navratras,
starting on Saturday.
On Friday, passengers were
found jostling with each other to
board the Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri Karamabhoomi Express
(12408). Unable to find a place
through the doors of the train
coaches due to the high rush,
passengers were seen dislodging
the toilet and emergency windows to gain entry.

›

INSPECTOR ANIL KUMAR, RPF

Even before the train halted at
Platform 1 around 11:45am, passengers made a run for the train
on the tracks, showing scant
regard for their safety.
As the train made a halt, passengers on the platforms rushed
to the doors of the coaches,
blocking the way of the passengers tried to get off the train.
Elsewhere, migrants were

LUDHIANA : Depressed due to

unemployment, a 22-year-old
man allegedly hanged himself at
his house in Ansal Enclave,
Bhamiyan Road, on Thursday
night.
The deceased was identified
as Mayank, who had completed
a diploma in pharmacy around
six months ago.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Harpal Singh of Jamalpur
police, who is investigating the
case, said according to the
deceased’s family members,
Mayank could not find a suitable job despite having a diploma,
which pushed him into depression.
He was also suffering from
kidney stones, and complained
of unbearable pain on Thursday. Later at night, he was alone
at home, while his father was at
work and mother had gone to a
nearby shrine, when he hanged
himself from the ceiling fan.

seen struggling to climb over
each other to somehow enter one
of the coaches.
A railway officer, seeking
anonymity, said around 10
trains departed from Ludhiana
daily for various districts of
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal.
With Navratras starting on
April 6, the rush of passengers
was similar in all trains, he said.
Inspector Anil Kumar, Railway Police Force, said they were
only able to issue challans to passengers violating platform and
train rules, or generate awareness, but there was a need to
increase the number of trains
and unreserved coaches to
tackle the high rush during
festivals.

DESPITE HAVING A
DIPLOMA IN PHARMACY,
MAYANK HAD FAILED TO
FIND A JOB; HE ALSO
HAD KIDNEY STONES
AND COMPLAINED OF
UNBEARABLE PAIN
ON THURSDAY NIGHT
The ASI said when his
mother returned home, she
found Mayank’s room bolted
from the inside. After persistent
knocking, when he did not
respond to her calls, she summoned the neighbours, who
broke open the door, and found
Mayank hanging from the fan.
No suicide note was recovered from the room, the ASI
said, adding that the police had
initiated inquest proceedings
under Section 174 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The body
has been sent to the civil hospital for autopsy.

COMPLAINANT MOHAN
LAL HAD CONFRONTED
THE PARKING STAFF AT
MINI-SECRETARIAT FOR
CHARGING HIM ₹15 FOR
PARKING HIS SCOOTER,
INSTEAD OF FIXED ₹12
₹12. When he objected, the
employee started arguing with
him and called his aides there.
The argument soon turned
into a scuffle and the contractor’s staff attacked him with rods
and sticks, he alleged. When
Shivam and Sahil intervened,
the accused assaulted them as
well.
Inspector Goldi Virdi, station
house officer (SHO), Division
Number 5 police station, said
they had received a complaint.
But, they were waiting for the
medical reports of the victims to
lodge an FIR.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

n

The victims narrating the incident to the police at a parking lot on the mini-secretariat complex in
Ludhiana on Friday.
HT PHOTO

NO COUNTRY FOR CHILDREN

LUDHIANA : In yet another sex

There is a need to
increase the number
of trains and unreserved
coaches to tackle the high
rush during festivals.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Objecting to fleecing leaves 3 with injuries

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

Father of 5 held for raping minor neighbour

N A V R A T R A S S T A R T I N G T O D AY

n

HT Correspondent

offence against a minor in the
city, the Meharban police have
arrested a 40-year-old married
man for allegedly raping the
15-year-old daughter of his
neighbour.
The accused has been identified as Sarkulla Ansari of Ghumman Estate, Meharban, who the
victim addressed as uncle. He is
married and has five children.
Police said he attacked the girl
when she was alone at home on
April 1, while her parents, both
labourers, were away at work.
In her complaint to the police,
the victim’s mother said when
she returned from work on April
1, she found her eldest daughter,
a Class 10 student, crying.
On being coaxed, her daughter revealed that while her

MARCH 27: A 17-year-old girl
alleged that a burglar broke
into her house and raped her in
Dehlon village. The 27-year-old
accused was booked for rape

MARCH 13: A five-year-old girl
was gagged to death after
being raped by a 21-year-old
labourer at the labour quarters
in Focal Point

MARCH 26: A Class-10 student
raped his 16-year-old neighbour
after offering to drop her to
school on his motorcycle

MARCH 10: A 21-year-old man
and his friend were arrested for
gangraping and murdering his
seven-year-old cousin in
Doraha

MARCH 24: A 27-year-old
married man was arrested for
raping a minor girl after blackmailing her with her nude
pictures. The accused is married
and has two children
younger brother and sister were
playing outside in the street,
their neighbour forcibly entered
the house and raped her. He also
threatened her to keep mum

FEBRUARY 18: A 16-year-old
girl was raped by a youth of her
locality. He took her to a vacant
plot after offering her a ride on
his motorcycle.
before fleeing the spot.
The woman immediately
called her husband and
narrated the matter to him, following which they filed a police

VICTIM, A CLASS 10
STUDENT, WAS ALONE
AT HOME WHEN HER
NEIGHBOUR FORCIBLY
ENTERED HER HOUSE
AND RAPED HER
complaint.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Gurinder Singh, who is
investigating the case, said on
the complaint of the girl’s parents, they had booked the
accused under Sections 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal Code,
and Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
Acting swiftly on the complaint, the police nabbed the
accused on Friday while he was
trying to flee the city to avoid
arrest. He will be produced in
court on Saturday.

I L L E G A L H O S P I TA L AT G U R U N A N A K G I R L S C O L L E G E

Stop hospital operations: MC writes to MCI
HT Correspondennt
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : After stopping con-

struction of a hospital on land
allotted for an educational institute, the municipal corporation
(MC) has now written to the Medical Council of India (MCI) to not
grant permission to Guru Nanak
Girls College (GNGC), Model
Town, to run a hospital there.
MC officials said the college
authorities cannot run a hospital
on the land allotted for a college
without submitting requisite
fees and getting the occupation
certificate.
The corporation, in the last
week of March, had stalled the
illegal construction of the hospital, and served a show-cause
notice on the college manage-

n

Management of Guru Nanak Girls College says they need the
HT PHOTO
hospital to train nursing students.

ment. The action came following
a complaint by RTI activist Rohit
Sabharwal.
In its reply to the notice, the

college management stated that
they were planning to introduce
a nursing course in their curriculum for which a 100-bed hospi-

tal was needed for training.
Therefore, they were converting
one unit of the college into a
charitable hospital for nursing
students’ training.
However, an MC official, not
wishing to be named, said the
civic body has received a complaint that the college had
already started an OPD on the
site, which was illegal.
Assistant town planner (ATP)
SS Bindra said the civic body had
written to MCI to restrict the college from operating the hospital,
as the college management had
not secured the occupation certificate or submitted the requisite fees to MC. College management president Gurbir Singh
said they needed a hospital on
the college premises for training
nursing students.

96% LICENSED
ARMS DEPOSITED
AHEAD OF POLLS
LUDHIANA:In the wake of multiple
firing cases in the recent past,
the police claim to have intensified their efforts to have arms
licence holders deposit their
weapons before the Lok Sabha
elections.
Police claimed that with their
efforts, 96% arms licence holders
had deposited their weapons
with either police stations concerned or gun houses.
According to police, the
remaining 4% weapons holders
were security personal at banks
and financial organisations.
They have been allowed to retain
their weapons for security. Some
industrialists have also been
allowed to keep their weapons
for self-defence, as they carry
huge amounts of cash with them.
According to the licensing
unit of the Ludhiana police commissionerate, there are 18,000
arms licence holders in Ludhiana. Of them 16,730 had submitted their weapons ahead of the
general elections.
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP, licensing) Harinder
Singh Gill said the weapons will
be returned to their owners after
the code of conduct was lifted.
On March 31, suspecting his
girlfriend of infidelity, a 25-yearold taxi driver had opened fire at
her at a shop near Mullanpur
Dakha Chowk. The accused had
borrowed the revolver from his
friend for executing the crime.
Before this, on March 7, a
65-year-old man was gunned
down by his neighbour in Noorwala village. His nephew, who is
sarpanch of the village, had a
close shave in the incident. The
accused, Jagdev Singh, 33, used
to casually fire shots in the air
with his licensed pistol, which
the victim used to object to.HTC
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PAU govt school becomes state’s
first to have mini golf surface
GET GOLF READY Project launched after district was chosen to partly host national school games

›

Amarpal Singh
n

Having our own
miniature golf surface
will help students of the
government school to
learn more about the game
and will also give them an
opportunity to excel in it.

amarpal.singh@htlive.co

LUDHIANA : Government Smart

Senior Secondary School, Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU), here has become the first
government school of the state to
get a surface for mini golf on the
school campus.
District education department is constructing a concrete
surface with 18 holes at the
school playing ground. The
project came after the district
was chosen to host three games
namely hockey, sqay martial
arts and mini golf, of the 64th
National School Championship
to be held from April 7 to 12 this
year. The rest of the games will
be held in Amritsar.
Moreover, it is the first time
when the school education
department of the state is organising mini golf matches at the
national level. Rupinder Ravi,
state organiser, state education
department, said the surface for
mini golf will be ready by Saturday. “We checked the mini golf
surfaces at some private school
in the city before finalising the
design. There are surfaces with

RUPINDER RAVI, state organiser,
state education department

n

Work in progress on the mini golf surface at Government Smart Senior Secondary School, PAU, in
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Friday.

18 holes and every surface has a
different hurdle such as bumpers, curves, tunnels, tubes and
ramps. Having our own miniature golf surface will help students of the government school

learn more about the game and
will also give them an opportunity to excel in it,” said Ravi.
As many as 11 teams of boys
and 10 teams of girls from across
the country will take part in the

mini golf game. Apart from this,
28 teams of boys and girls will be
participating in hockey while 11
teams in sqay martial arts. The
hockey matches of the under-19
category of boys/girls will be

City to host national football championship
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab Football Asso-

ciation will host the 73rd edition
of the national football championship for the Santosh Trophy in
the Guru Nanak Stadium here
after three years. As many as 10
teams who qualified the zonal
competition from across the
country will take part in the tournament being held from April 8 to
21 this year.
Pradeep Kumar Agrawal, deputy commissioner, will be the
chief guest and Priya Thapar,
director of strategic business
development, JCT Limited, will
be the special guest at the event.
Former international footballer Harjinder Singh, secretary,
Punjab Football Association, said
the opening ceremony of the 73rd
edition of the championship will
be held on Monday from 3.50pm
onwards. “The first match will be

n

Members of the Punjab Football Association during a press
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
conference in Ludhiana on Friday.

played between Delhi and
Meghalaya who are in Group A,”
he said while addressing the
media on Friday.
Singh said it is the fourth time
when the championship is being
hosted in Punjab as earlier it was
hosted here in the years 1970, 1974
and 2015. “This time we are organising the championship in asso-

ciation with JCT Limited,” he
added. “To encourage budding
football players and to give them
exposure, it has been decided that
there will be at least five players
ranging from 19 to 21 years in age
in every squad and at least three
such players will be mandatory
in the playing 11,” said the Punjab
Football Association secretary.

Sharing details about the
league, Singh said, “There are
five zones which are north ,
south, east, west and north-east,
from where two teams qualified
for the national championship.
The two teams are further
divided into groups A and B.”
“In total, 20 matches will be
played, two in a day, at around
8.30am and 4pm,” he said. He
added that the league matches
will be played from April 8 to 17
followed by semi-finals on April
19 and finals on April 21.
Ranbir Singh, secretary, district football association, said
Punjab and Delhi from the north
zone had qualified the zonal
championship held at Katra from
February 11 to 16, this year.
The Punjab team comprises of
players from Punjab police, central reserve police force (CRPF),
Doaba Sporting Club, JCT football academy, border security
forces and rail coach factory.

played at PAU Hockey Astroturf,
PAU ground, Guru Nanak Public
School in Sarabha Nagar and
Government College for Boys.
The matches of sqay martial arts
for the under-17 category of
boys/girls and mini golf for the
under-14, 17, 19 category of boys/
girls will be held at Government
Smart Senior Secondary School,
PAU.
On Friday, a team of the district education department welcomed different state teams at
the city railway station. The
team players will be accommodated in different government
schools of the city.

SPECIAL CHANCE
FOR IKGPTU
STUDENTS TO
IMPROVE MARKS

LUDHIANA : IK Gujral Punjab
Technical University (IKGPTU),
Jalandhar, is giving a special
opportunity to its pass-out students to improve their marks.
The students can choose to
appear in one or more subjects
(maximum 10 subjects) of external theory paper to improve
their scores.
The examination form can be
filled up to April 16 for the exams
in May 2019. A fee of ₹5,000 per
subject will have to be paid to the
university by bank draft only,
which should be drawn in favour
of registrar, IKGPTU, payable at
Jalandhar. The examination
form needs to submitted through
the principal or director of the
college last attended.
HTC

n

Dr DS Malik, head of department, livestock production management, GADVASU, says water-splashing,
HT FILE PHOTO
showering, sprinkling and fogging of water on animals is a must in scorching weather.

H E AT S T R E S S

Vet experts share tips on
protecting dairy animals
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

DAIRY FARMERS TAKE NOTE

LUDHIANA: As rise in temperature

n Proper shelter and housing

causes stress in dairy animals
affecting the milk production,
Dr DS Malik, head of department, livestock production
management, Guru Angad Dev
Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (GADVASU),
issued an advisory for dairy
farmers here on Friday.
Malik said that proper shelter
and housing management,
water application, changes in
feeding regime and preventive
health management are some of
the techniques to minimise the
effect of thermal stress.

management, water application, changes in feeding
regime and preventive health
management help minimise
the effect of thermal stress
n Farmers must provide ventilated sheds with proper
standing and resting spaces

PROVIDE WELLVENTILATED SHEDS
“Due to high temperature, the
feed intake by animals dips
which further affects the milk
production. Farmers must provide well -ventilated sheds with
proper standing and resting
spaces to dairy animals.
Open ends of the sheds should
be covered with thatched bamboos / jute / hessian curtains.
Sheet roofs can also be covered
with thatches or the top of the
roofs can be painted with white
and the surface below can be
painted with a dark colour,” he
said.
“Water-splashing, showering, sprinkling and fogging of
water on animals is a must.
When the temperature is at its

peak, water should be splashed
on animals around four times
between 11am and 4pm. These
methods are more effective on
buffaloes as they have only onesixth of the sweat glands in comparison to cattle,” he said.
Animals should be wallowed
in clean water ponds during
extremely hot weather, between
11am to 4pm.
Wallowing arrangement
should be made on the farm
itself as making them walk to
and from the pond in the sun
will negate the beneficial effect
of wallowing. On large-sized
commercial dairy farms, various cooling devices like fans,
wet curtains or panels, air coolers or conditioners can be used
during extremely hot weather.
Provision of cool portable
drinking water in earthen pitchers also helps in reducing the
heat load.
Dr RS Grewal, professor,
department of animal nutrition,

to dairy animals
n Animals should be wallowed

in clean ponds during between 11am and 4pm
n Grazing of animals from 10am

to 5pm should be avoided
n Proper de-worming and

vaccination schedule must be
followed.

advised that concentrated mixture containing more than 18%
digestible protein and 70%
energy contents along with palatable, digestible and laxative
fodders should be offered to the
animals. Also, proportion of
green fodder should be
increased.
INCREASE DOSE OF
MINERALS, VITAMINS
“Avoid grazing of animals from
10am to 5pm. Soaking the concentrate in equal amount of
water for 20 to 30 minutes will
increase nutrient utilisation,”
he said while adding that dietary mineral and vitamin supplements should be increased
during summers.
Dr LD Singla, head of department, veterinary parasitology,
GADVASU,
said proper
de-worming and vaccination
schedule must be followed for
maintaining good health of the
animal.

educationnotes
KCW STUDENTS TOP
PU IN PGDCA RESULTS
LUDHIANA : Three students of Khalsa
College for Women, Civil Lines,
secured top positions in the postgraduate diploma in computer
applications (PGDCA) results declared
by the Panjab University on Friday. Komal of semester 1 bagged the
first position in the university by
scoring 87.5% marks, Sanjana came
sixth with 86.2% marks, and Nikita
came seventh with 86% marks. The
students attributed their success to
hard work of their faculty members,
and blessings of their parents and
college principal Mukti Gill.

MCom sem 3 results: Three
city students in top 10
LUDHIANA : Gursimranpreet Kaur of
Khalsa College for Women, Civil Lines,
came fifth in the Panjab University
MCom third semester exams. She
scored 82.71% marks. Amanjot Singh
of Arya College came seventh with
81.8% marks, while his classmate
Robin Mehta secured the 10th
position with 81.4% marks. Gursimranpreet gave credit for her achievement to her college faculty.

Kamla Lohtia college students
shine in PU results
LUDHIANA : Deepika Sharma of Kamla
Lohtia SD College, Ludhiana, has
clinched the first position in the
post-graduate diploma in international business (PGDIB) semester 1
exams conducted by the Panjab
University. She scored 81.8% marks.
Another student Krishna Sharma
bagged the second position with
79.16% marks, while Sarthak Bhardwaj
and Aashit Kumar stood third with
78.5 marks. Principal Bimlesh Kumar
Gupta appreciated course coordinator
Karun Kant Uppal and other faculty
members for the excellent results.

Bajaj College students excel in
BSc fashion designing results
LUDHIANA : Two students of Bajaj
College bagged top positions in the
BSc fashion designing semester 1
results declared by the Panjab
University on Friday. Tamana Lamba
bagged the third position in the
university with 89.21% marks and
Rehmat Kaur attained fifth position
with 88.8% marks. Principal Shikha
Dhall congratulated the students,
their families and the department
faculty on their success.

PCTE students present
culinary delicacies
LUDHIANA : PCTE Group of Institutes
organised an international culinary
fest on Friday. International students
from Kenya, Ethiopia, Bhutan,
Afghanistan, Papua New Guinea,
Lesotho, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria
and Vietnam prepared food of their
native countries with enthusiasm.

n

Outgoing students of Class 12 during their farewell ceremony at DRV DAV Centenary Public School in Phillaur on Friday.

Dental camp for Arya
College students

SCD govt college organises
NCC inaugural function
LUDHIANA : The NCC Club of SCD
Government College organised its
inaugural function at the Sahir
Auditorium on Friday. The function
was organised by the NCC army wing
(boys and girls) as part of the centenary celebrations of the college under

n

Students readying ingredients as part of the international culinary fest held at PCTE Group of Institutes
HT PHOTO
in Ludhiana on Friday.

the aegis of principal Dharam Singh
Sandhu and programme officers
Anamika and Nitin Sood. Chief guest
Gaurav Singla, SSP, Vigilance Bureau,
spoke on gender equality, sexual
harassment and the importance of
communication skills. NCC cadets
presented song and dance performances, besides poem recitation, on the
occasion.

Orientation session at
Kundan Vidya Mandir
LUDHIANA : Kundan Vidya Mandir,
Civil Lines, organised a “shala pravesh”
ceremony and an orientation programme on Friday. A havan ceremony
was organised on the occasion.
During the orientation programme,
the new comers were introduced to
the institution profile, infrastructure,

The cricket team (boys) of Green Land School, Ludhiana, with their medals and trophies after winning
HT PHOTO
the tourney on Friday

n

Students presenting a kirtan on the birth anniversary of Baba Isher Singh at Baba Isher Singh
(Nanaksar) Senior Secondary Public School in Ludhiana on Friday.

HT PHOTO

Jambay from Bhutan said, “We made
Suja, a butter tea, shamday, chicken
dum and mushroom datshi. I love
cooking and it’s fun to see dishes
made by students from other countries as well.” Irakoze Benitha, a
student from Burundi, said they
prepared chicken rice, banana fries,
potato fries, mutton potatoes. Ahmed
Samim from Afghanistan said they
made kabuli pulao, firni, chicken
gurma, shir berenj and two kinds of
salads. The students from Ethiopia
cooked doro wot, chicken sauce, shiro,
injera, vegetable fries and steamed
cabbage. The Kenyan students
prepared bhajia, chicken curry,
steamed cabbage and fried chicken.

LUDHIANA : Arya College conducted
an oral and dental care camp for
students on Friday. Dr Vivek Saggar
and his team examined the oral
health of 175 students at the camp.
Arya College managing committee
secretary Satisha Sharma and college
principal Savita Uppal honoured
Dr Saggar and his team for their
contribution.

n

faculty members and the audio visual
aids. Principal Navita Puri emphasised
on the importance of positive attitude, dedication, commitment and
discipline.

World Health Day celebrations
at Sacred Heart school
LUDHIANA: The kindergarten wing
of Sacred Heart Senior Secondary

School, BRS Nagar, celebrated World
Health Day on Friday. A special
assembly was conducted to create
awareness about fitness wherein
teachers enacted a play to accentuate
the adverse effects of junk food.
Children pasted the pictures of
healthy food on their dresses. A
cooking without fire was organised.

DAV Phillaur bids adieu
to Class 12 students
LUDHIANA: DRV DAV Centenary
Public School, Phillaur, organised a
farewell party for the Class 12 students on Friday. The Class 11 students
presented a cultural show. Various
fun games like modelling and quiz
rounds were conducted for the
outgoing students. Navneed and
Sahaj from Class 12, science stream,

were adjudged as miss and mister
DAV. Principal Yogesh Gambhir
motivated the students to work
harder.

Special assembly at
BCM Kindergarten
LUDHIANA : BCM Kindergarten,
Basant Vihar, conducted a special
assembly to mark the first day of the
new academic session. The teachers
advised the students to follow the
path of truth and honesty and wished
them a bright future.

Baba Isher Singh students
remember Baba Isher Singh
LUDHIANA : Baba Isher Singh (Nanaksar ) Senior Secondary Public School,
Bhai Randhir Singh Nagar, celebrated
the birth anniversary of Baba Isher

HT PHOTO

Singh on Friday wherein students
from Classes 5 to 12 took part. The
celebrations began with the Sukhmani paath. Students were apprised
of Baba Isher Singh’s life history and
objectives. The school’s junior and
senior music team presented kirtan.
Children also recited poems.

Green Land students
win cricket tourney
LUDHIANA : Green Land School’s boys’
cricket team defeated the cricket
team of Sehwag International School
in the finals of the 1st RL Rudhra
Memorial One Day Cricket Series by 16
runs. The event was held at Green
Land Sports Stadium at Manj Phagowal, Ludhiana, on Friday. Rohan,
Moksh, Kavya and Bharat played very
well. Principal Baldeep Pandher
congratulated the winners.
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE LUDHIANA VOTERS WANT

CRIME, POLLUTION,
O TRAFFIC CHAOS, UNEMPLOYMENT, BUDDHA NULLAH MAJOR ISSUES
CONSTANT CONTACT Elected leaders need to remain in touch with common masses; urgent steps needed to ensure women safety, and to check inflation, drug menace

INFLATION IS
TOUCHING SKY
Jaswant Zirak, 68
retired PAU professor,
Bharat Nagar
Not much positive work has
been done in the past five
years. Farmers are suffering
as no concrete policies have
been framed for them. The
next government needs to
focus on generating more
jobs. Besides, inflation is at
its all-time high. All items,
from vegetables to electronic gadgets, have
witnessed an alarming
increase in their prices.

SAVE YOUTH
FROM DRUGS

THEATRE TALENT
IGNORED

QUOTA SYSTEM
MUST GO

HOSPITALS IN A
TERRIBLE STATE

Inderjeet Singh, 22
BA student,
New Model Town
It is a shame that youths
are drifting towards drugs
and alcohol. There is a dire
need to awaken the authorities concerned and the
government to focus more
on generating more employment opportunities to
youths in order to save
them from entering this
vicious circle. The next
MP should take up the
initiative.

Gurpreet Jassa, 22
theatre artist,
Lajpat Nagar
The government is doing
nothing to encourage
theatre artists and we are
made to spend money from
our own pockets on shows.
Pollution and traffic problems have gripped the city.
The next MP should focus
on metalling the roads and
curbing pollution to some
extent. There is also need
to generate more jobs for
youth.

Harbans Singh, 27
salesman, Kartar Nagar
The biggest problem the
youth of the country are
facing at present is
unemployment. Why are we
made to suffer despite
getting good grades and
clearing examinations? The
next MP and the government should take these
core issues into consideration. There is also need to
focus on problems of traffic
and pollution.

Amandeep Kaur, 23
Sherpur resident
Hospitals are in a terrible
state with no checks to
ensure sanitation and
cleanliness. There are no
enough rooms and patients
and their family members
are made to sleep on floors.
Another issue is concern is
safety of women. Cases of
molestation are reported
almost everyday. These
issues need to be tackled on
priority.

REGULARISE
TRAFFIC
Praveen Kumar, 58
retired bank manager,
New Model Town
It is disappointing to see a
city, which has been in the
race to be a smart city,
losing its sheen. There is
need to regularise the flow
of traffic in the city. There
are no proper parking
facilities in the city. Streetlights are also not functioning properly. Crime is on the
rise and law and order
needs to be improved.

GET RID OF
POLLUTION
Harish Moudgil, 56
bookstore owner,
New Model Town
Pollution is destroying this
city as there are no checks
to contain its rising level. I
would like the next government to take some
harsh measures to ensure
clean environment. The
government should also
focus on cleaning the
Buddha Nullah, the biggest
problem the city faces.

STAY IN CONTACT
WITH PEOPLE
Amanjot Singh, 21
private tutor, Dugri Road
Elected leaders should
always remain in touch with
common masses and realise
what a common man has to
go through. The next MP
should take steps to check
pollution and regularise
traffic. Women safety also
needs to be ensured. Crime
against women is on the rise
and it seems to be nobody’s
concern.

COMPILED BY ATISH SHARMA

Stemcelltransplantwondercure
forthalassemiapatients: Expert
SUCCESS RATE Out of 150 patients, who were treated at CMCH, 69 suffered from thalassemia, says Dr Joseph John

›

Mohit Khanna
n

Before bone marrow
transplant procedure,
family needs to be
prepared for the worst as
there is a slight chance of
rejection of bone marrow
transplant. In some cases,
thalassemia could recur.

mohit,khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA:Thebonemarrow(stem

cell)transplantcouldbeawonder
cure for people, especially children,sufferingfromthalassemia,
said Dr Mammen Chandy, considered father of haematology in
the country.
DrChandywasheretoparticipate in a programme, hosted by
the Christian Medical College
and Hospital (CMCH) to celebrate 150 successful blood stem
cell transplants. A Padma Shri
recipient, Dr Chandy said, however,thetransplantwasnot100%
safe and involved risk.
“Before the bone marrow
transplantprocedure,thefamily
needstobepreparedfortheworst
asthereisaslightchanceofrejection of bone marrow transplant.
Insomecases,thalassemiacould
recur,” said Dr Chandy. Out of
150 transplant patients, who
receivedtreatmentattheCMCH,
asmanyas69patentsweresuffering from thalassemia, said Dr
Joseph John, head of the department of haemato-oncology and
bone marrow (stem cell) transplantation
Hesaidthatitwastheonlycentre in the northern region after
the Post Graduate Institute Of
MedicalEducationandResearch
(PGIMER)toofferthistreatment.
DrJospehsaidDrChandywas
invited as he had formally inaugurated the centre in the CMCH
in2008.“2019alsomarksthe125th
anniversary of the CMC’s inception in Ludhiana in 1894. There
areonlya handfulofinstitutions

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Therelayhungerstrike
byAamAadmiParty(AAP)over
thecloggedsewers inwardnumber 28 entered its seventh day on
Friday and party MLA from
NihalSinghWalainMogaManjit
Singh Bilaspur also met the protesters, including AAP leaders

and ward residents.
Aresidentofwardnumber28,
MansaBharti,satonthestrikeon
Friday. AAP leaders said the
strike would continue till the
time the municipal corporation
(MC) finds a concrete solution to
the problem due to which residents are living under the threat
of an epidemic.
Sitting on strike outside the

Zone B office of the MC, district
president, Scheduled Castes
(SCs) wing, AAP (rural), Aman
Chain Singh, said that MLA
Bilaspur had a telephonic talk
with zonal commissioner SurinderpalSinghandtheMChasstill
demanded eight more days to
clear the sewers. The protest
would continue till sewers are
completely cleared.

DR MAMMEN CHANDY,
Padma Shri awardee

n

The children, who have undergone stem cell transplant, with Dr Mammen Chandy (centre, white shirt)
HT PHOTO
and the CMCH staff in Ludhiana on Friday.

inthecountry,thathaveendured
for over a century,” said Dr
John. “The procedure used to
costnearly₹10to12lakh 20years
ago and the cost of the procedure
is still the same. So the cost of the
procedure has not been hit by
inflation,saidDrJohn. Themedicalinstitutealsoinvitedparents
andthechildren,whohadundergone stem cell transplant and
leading a healthy life.
LIFE CHANGED AFTER
THE PROCEDURE
Ayush Walia, 13, from Yamuna
Nagar, Haryana, was diagnosed
withthalassemiamajorwhen he
was only one-year-old.
“Thehospitalhadbecomenext
homeforus.Everyweek,weused
to rush Ayush to the hospital for
blood transfusion. He could not

SERVANT STOLE
₹4L, JEWELLERY,
CAR, SAYS
EMPLOYER
LUDHIANA :A day after a domestic
helpdecampedwithacarandvaluablesfromthehouseofahosiery
factory owner in Tagore Nagar,
police have booked the accused
for theft and poisoning another
servant at the house. The case
was filed on the statement of
homeownerNavneetGupta,who
returned from Dubai on Friday.
Gupta told the police that
around ₹4 lakh in cash and some
gold jewellery, along with a car,
were missing fromthe house. He
said they had hired the accused,
Krishan,a week ago,and hadyet
togethispoliceverificationdone.
Meanwhile,thepolicescanned
footage of CCTV cameras
installedinthehouse,butdidnot
getanyhelp,astherecordingsystem has a glitch.
OnThursday,theaccusedhad
sedated another servant in the
house before decamping with
cash,valuablesandacarfromthe
house. The daily maid had found
the servant unconscious and
informed the police.
The accused and his unidentified aides have been booked
undersections381(theftbyclerk
or servant of property in possessionofmaster),328(causinghurt
bymeansofpoisonetcwithintent
to commit on offence) and 34 (act
done by several persons in furtheranceofcommonintention)of
the IPC. Assistant sub-inspector
Sheesh Pal, investigating the
case, said they have launched a
manhunttonabtheaccused. HTC

AAP hunger strike enters Day 7

play like other children. It was a
harrowingtimeforusandIdonot
want to recall it,” said Ayush’s
father. The family then learnt
about the transplant being performed at the institute.
“Fortunately, my daughter
Rishika’sbonemarrowmatched
withthatofmysonAyush.Hegot
a transplant in 2016 when he was
10. In six months, he had recoveredfromhisailmentandnowhe
is leading a normal life just like
any other child of his age,” said
Rajesh Walia, a construction
superviser.
‘IT WAS DIFFICULT
TO SEE DAUGHTER
DYING A SLOW DEATH’
AradhiyaTaneja,anotherthalassemia patient, was only 4, when
she underwent the procedure.

Aradhiya’s younger sister Aakriti,whowasmerelytwo-year-old
proved to be her saviour as she
donated the stem cell.
Accompaniedbytheirparents,
whohailfromTohana,Haryana,
theywereseenplayingaroundin
the celebration hall of the hotel
wheretheprogrammewasbeing
held.
Aradhiya’s father said initially they took her to the CMC,
Vellore in Chennai. They
referredhertotheCMCinLudhiana. “We were informed about
the risk involved in the treatment, but it was very difficult to
see our daughter dying a slow
death.Wecouldnotseethesuffering and decided to go ahead with
the procedure. The hospital
authoritieswastednotimeinthe
stem cell transplant procedure.

ASHOK MITTAL NEW BAR CHIEF

n

Advocate Ashok Mittal (lifted by supporters), who was elected president of the District Bar
Association, celebrating his victory in Ludhiana on Friday. Rajinder Singh Babbar was elected
vice-president, Manan Berry joint secretary, Sham Sunder Ahuja secretary and Munish Midha
finance secretary.
HT PHOTO

Encroachments removed from
green belt near Jawaddi bridge
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Following complaints
of encroachments on the green
belt near the Jawaddi Sidhwan
Canal bridge, the municipal corporation (MC) razed temporary
sheds there on Friday.
Vegetable vendors had
installed sheds on the green belt,

causing traffic bottlenecks due
to visitors’ vehicles on the road.
The MC team also removed
some encroachments on Pakhowal Road. MC secretary Jasdev Sekhon said vendors could
use mobile carts to sell vegetables, but they cannot install
sheds.
Further, vendors need to pay
monthly composition fee to the

Now, our daughter is hale and
hearty,” said parents Chandan
and Mamta Taneja.
‘FIRST TRANSPLANT
NEWS GAVE US HOPE’
The story of Saiarush Chandel,
12,fromUna in Himachal was no
different.
Son of a Himachal Police constable, Sanjeev Chandel, Saiarush was diagnosed with Wiskott Aldrich Syndrome (a rare
autoimmunedisorder),whenhe
was one-year-old. They got to
know about the transplant facility when they saw news on the
first transplant in the CMC here
done by Dr Joseph John.
“Adoctor,whocompletesdoctorate of medicine (DM) in haematology is in huge demand
abroad.Thesedoctorshavesacrificealltheircomfortandluxuries
and purely serving humanity in
thecountry,”saidSanjeevChandel, while thanking the doctors
and staff of the CMC.

Six held for stealing
100 foodgrain bags
from goods train
LUDHIANA: A team of the Railway
ProtectionForce(RPF)onFriday
arrested six people for stealing
100 bags of grains from a goods
train in Phillaur March 31 .
The accused have been identifiedasKesariyaandJailaofPhillaur, Raj Kumar of Phillaur,
Pawan Kumar, Prem Sagar and
Raj Kumar, all residents of Siddharth Nagar in Uttar Pradesh.
Inspector Anil Kumar,
in-charge, RPF, said that the
accusedhadstolenthefoodgrain
bags worth ₹1.5 lakh from the
Phillaur railway station.
Theaccusedhavebeenbooked
under section 3 of the Railway
Property (Unlawful Possession)
Act. The accused were produced
before the court and were sent to
14-dayjudicialcustody.“Wehave
come to know that the accused
used to commit crime together.
Apart from stealing goods from
trains,theywerealsoinvolvedin
snatching of mobiles. Investigation is on,” he said.
HTC

civic body for roadside carts.
In the recent past, there had
been a number of complaints
that the green belts in the city are
being encroached upon, but the
MC is turning a blind eye. In
some cases, it has been over
years that certain pieces of land
meant green belts are under
encroachment but the MC has
failed to act.
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SAYING IT THROUGH CAMERA

THE LAST
HURRAH
IN TOWN: HT lensman Anil Dayal captures
moments at Rayman Circus in Manimajra

T

hey’ve got smart birds
that will do your bidding, even balance on
a bar, motorcyclists
performing daredevil acts in
‘Maut Ka Kuan’ or well of death;
and clowns that bring a smile to
your faces.
The Great Rayman Circus
that has put up the big top at
Manimajra, Chandigarh, however, today is like any other
show, struggling to bring in the
crowds. But each person is a star
in his or her own right, their joie
de vivre impossible to ignore or
forget, which is what enables the
circus to survive today.
Each performer brimming
with optimism, every day, goes
through the makeup and the
motions enthusiastically, be

they the happy clowns Mohan
and Sohan Lal, both brothers, to
polish their act; paint their faces
and dress up in their colourful
best and push each other, pull
faces and joke around.
Every day stuntmen Jantoo
from Assam and Santosh from
Kanpur flirt a little with danger
on their motorcycles, defying
gravity and danger.
There’s no one asking acrobats, both 18 years old, Thobia
and Geeta, if they miss home in
Manipur. They don’t seem to, for
under the bright lights, amid the
glitter and the fanfare of the circus, and the applause of the
crowds, everyone, for a minute,
forgets about real life and fantasises about what could be. Just
for a minute.

TENT AND PAINTS: Clowns and brothers Mohan Lal and Sohan Lal get ready for the show (above) and a motorcylist (right) before performing stunts in ‘Maut Ka Kuan’ (well of death).

WOW,
TAKE A BOW:
Dogs behind the
wheel at the
show.

FAST AND
FEATHERED
An exotic
macaw (centre)
on the balance
bar and other
birds.

FLAGS AND MOR
E: Artists in
the opening act
of the show.

REFLECTIONS:
Acrobats Thobia
and Geeta ( both
18) from Manipur
get ready with
eye shadow and
foundation.

IN LEAPS AND BOUNDS: Clowns get their colourful act together, skilled in the art of balancing yet
comic enough to evoke laughter.

Use mobile apps
by ECI for plaints,
permissions: DEO
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :With the aim of ensur-

ing the participation of technosavvy youths in the electoral
process, simplifying poll-related works and bringing its
functioning in tune with changing times, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has launched
many voter-friendly mobile
apps, websites as well as helplines, which, besides being useful to citizens, can be used by
candidates and political parties
to submit mandatory filings,
statements or seek certain permissions.
District election officer (DEO)
Pradeep Kumar Agrawal said
that one such app is Suvidha
app. It’s a single-window system
for both candidates and political
parties to apply for permissions
before conducting meetings, rallies, etc.
The ECI has also issued directions the authorities concerned
to give permissions within 24
hours once candidates/parties
file a request.
The DEO said another app is
cVIGIL, which provides timestamped, evidence-based proof of
the model code of conduct /
expenditure limit violation,
having live photo/video with
auto location data.
He said any citizen can lodge
a complaint through the app.
Flying squads investigate the
matter and the returning officer
takes the decision on the com-

plaint.
The status of cVIGIL can be
shared with the complainant in
a specified time limit.
Another Android-based app,
called ‘Voter helpline’, facilitates citizens in finding their
names in the electoral rolls, submitting online forms, checking
status of the application, filing
complaints and receiving reply
on the mobile besides knowing
the contact details of boothlevel officers, electoral registration officers and district election
officers.
They can also do so through
the www.nvsp.in portal or by
calling helpline number 1950 .
On the same pattern, services
through SMS can also be availed
by citizens by sending SMS
without any cost to 1950.
All forms, results, affidavits,
press notes, voter awareness
information, and important
instructions are available
through the app.
Agrawal said the ‘PwD app’
enables persons with disabilities (PwDs) to request for registration, change in address and
particulars and mark themselves as PwD.
After they enter their contact
details, the booth-level officer is
assigned to provide doorstep
facility to the disabled. PwDs
can also request for a wheelchair during polling.
He urged people to use these
IT interventions and play a proactive role in the strengthening
of democracy.

FOUR-DAY
DOCTORS’ MEET
BEGINS AT CMCH

Benefits of artificial intelligence in
agriculture discussed at PAU

PUCET (UG) 2019
registrations
open online

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Eminent scholars from

across the world addressed students on the first day of the fourday conference on non-communicable diseases (NCDs) being
held at the Christian Medical
College and Hospital (CMCH)
here on Friday.
“NCDs hold the dubious distinction of being the primary
killer worldwide and the conference aims at imparting skill to
students to combat them,” said
Dr Jeyaraj Durai Pandian.
Keynote speakers on the first
day included Dr Prashant Mathur from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), who
gave a lecture on “Ideas to combat non-communicable diseases”, Dr Atul Mehta from
Cleveland Clinic, who spoke on
“Making it in medicine”, Dr Tarlok Purewal from the United
States of America, who dwelt on
“Ethical guidelines for physicians as recommended by American College Of Physicians”,
Dr JS Thakur, who spoke on
“Non-communicable diseases
among youth and key interventions” and Rajinder Gupta from
Trident Group, who delivered a
motivational talk.
Other renowned faculties
present in the conference
included Dr Emmy Grewal, Dr
Priyanka Bhat, Dr Devender
Singh Bhat and Dr Mudita
Dhingra.
The college had also organised
a workshop on basic life support,
conducted by the Inscol group,
which was certified by the American Heart Association.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The science club of
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) here organised a lecture
on ‘Immersive learning experiences through virtual laboratories, artificial intelligence and
robotics using holosuit’ at the
university campus on Friday.
Harsha Kikkeri, the chief
executive officer (CEO) of Holosuit,a tech startup focused on
changing the way people learn
and interact in the real and virtual world, was the key speaker
at the event.
Kikkeri demonstrated working of the technology behind virtual reality during the lecture.
She explained how holosuit virtualises the body and simulates
real world environments to

n

PAU vice-chancellor BS Dhillon (left) honouring Harsha Kikkeri,
CEO of the tech startup, Holosuit, during a lecture on artificial
intelligence at PAU in Ludhiana on Friday.
HT PHOTO

enhance our experiences,
thereby using machines to teach
rather than take away jobs.

Kikkeri said there were ample
opportunities ranging from
identification of plants, pests,

diseases to designing field experiments, gardens and orchards in
the agricultural sector that
could be tapped. Taking examples from the current applications of robotics in medicine,
industry, engineering, military
and entertainment, he dwelled
on how robotics could be used for
application of fertilisers, spraying chemicals, land preparation,
irrigation, harvesting, grading,
packing and storing, besides
tracking routine tracking of
fields.
Vice-chancellor Dr BS Dhillon emphasised the need for
robotics in research and
enhancement of teaching. He
said the technology of robots
could be used to explore its scope
in rice transplantation to help
reduce stress on the physical
labour.

200 attend talk on adolescent education
LUDHIANA: The National Integrated Medical Association
(NIMA), Ludhiana, and “i-canguide” team led by Dr Surinder
Gupta, Dr Inder Sharma and Dr
Diwakar sharma, here on Friday,
organised a talk for students of
Government High School,
Brahmpuri, Purana Bazar, on
adolescents education.
Principal Parveen Anand,
Mohinder Pali, staff members
and more than 200 students participated in this educational
activity.
Anand said that as per the government guidelines, adolescent
students have been given the

opportunity to know about the
realities of their age-related physical and mental changes.
Dr Surinder Gupta, said that
adolescence was the toughest
phase of life, as biological
changes become a sudden reality. “Parents’ expectations from
their child also start increasing
and for the adolescent child, the
career ahead is also a big maze.
Similarly, teachers expect a lot
from their students.” said Gupta.
He urged the students to identify the positive changes as well
because parents, relatives and
teachers are now behaving like
friends with them. “So what we

Dr SURINDER GUPTA
EXHORTS STUDENTS TO
COMMUNICATE WITH
PARENTS, AND TALK
ABOUT THEIR FEELINGS,
INSECURITIES AND
APPREHENSIONS
need is just to communicate a bit
more. Just talk about your feelings, insecurities, apprehensions, health, studies or colleagues,” said Dr Gupta.
Stating “jo khush nahin, woh
kuchh nahin”, he advised them to

use their free time in enjoying
their hobbies, doing regular
physical exercises and meditation to stay fit and happy. Dr Inder
Sharma and Dr Diwakar Sharma
also gave tips to the students
about ways to cope with age-related disorders.
They said the mobile phones
should be used sensibly for communication, learning, transfer of
knowledge and not just for
games.
“Grandparents are an asset for
the students and they should be
considered by the students as
their friends, philosophers and
guides, “ said Sharma.
HTC

(PU) launched the online registration for PU Common
Entrance Test (PUCET) (UG)
2019 on Friday, for admission to
BSc (honours) (choice-based
credit system) and BPharmacy.
The test will be held on April 30.
The candidates passed/
appeared in Class 12 examination will be eligible for the test.
Those who do not qualify the test
will not be considered for admission. Twenty minutes extra will
be given to visually handicapped/persons with disability
(PWDs) candidates for each
paper.
The centres for the test will be
established at Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Muktsar and Hoshiarpur.
The result will be declared from
May 13 to 15. Admission forms
will be available after the result
from May 22 onwards. Tentative
merit list will be displayed on the
website on June 26.
The qualifying examination
(Class 12) will have 25% weightage while the PU-CET (UG) will
have 75% weightage. SC/ST/BC/
PwD candidates will be given 5%
concession in eligibility marks.
For more details on important
dates and how to register, go to
https://bit.ly/2FWlVmP. HTC

ADMISSION FORMS WILL
BE AVAILABLE AFTER
THE RESULT FROM MAY
22 ONWARDS. TENTATIVE
MERIT LIST WILL BE
DISPLAYED ON THE
WEBSITE ON JUNE 26
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Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding

Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika, Ankita
Lokhande surely had
a good start to 2019, and as she
celebrates Gudi Padwa, the
traditional New Year of
Maharashtrians today, she
hopes that this year gets “even
better”. She says, “We plan to
bring in our New Year in a
grand manner. We will have a
‘gudi’ (a copper pot tied to
bamboo stick, adorned with
bright yellow coloured
brocade or zari cloth, mango
leaves and a garland of
flowers) at home. My brother
and my mamaji (maternal
uncle) are in town, so they
would be doing the honours.
We will make shrikhand and
puri which is a must on this
day. Usually, my mum and dad
are in town to handle
everything. But this year, they
are not here, so I will be
looking after the preparations.
I am super excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen
since my childhood, and I
always have my parents for
guidance. I would like to teach
my kids the same too. Gudi
Padwa is an auspicious date
and many people buy new

W
SHILPA SHETTY
LENDS SUPPORT TO
HIV SURVIVORS

Shraddha
Kapoor
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

ayush Sharma is
currently working on his
second film, an
adaptation of the Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The
actor, who has acted
in only one film so far, says he
is not limiting himself to one
kind of cinema. “I want to
take up subjects that connect
with me, be it commercial
films or offbeat. I want to
make mistakes and learn
from them. Every film will
teach me something new,”
says the Love Yatri (2018)
actor.
Ask him about what he
feels is his USP as an actor,
and Aayush says, “When I
started my journey, everyone
told me I need to pitch myself
as an action star because I

A

couldn’t dance to save my life.
I was asked not to shake a leg
at filmy parties because
people would laugh at me. I
remember in my first dance
class, I told Vaibhavi
Merchant ma’am that I don’t
dance at all, and I’m
conscious of it. She told me
that the day she will be done
training me, people will come
to watch me perform. It’s
funny that today, people
copy my Love Yatri steps.”
He adds that he still feels he
is average at acting, action or
dance, but is ready to work
really hard in these
departments. “One film
reviewer wrote that I’m very
skinny and don’t deserve to
be a hero. Since then, I’ve put
on 15kgs of muscle mass. My
goal is to keep learning the
craft and I hope that my USP

Pooja Sharma

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

‘I want to be in a position,
where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore’
Pooja Sharma

Eight years ago, Shilpa
Shetty Kundra started
financially supporting an
orphanage in Belgaum that
shelters 60 children who are
HIV survivors. “For the past
eight years, the actor and
her husband Raj (Kundra)
have been taking care of
their accommodation, food
and other necessities,” says
a source. Shilpa says, “I read
about a young guy who was
single-handedly running the
place. He had taken in kids
who were ostracised as they
had HIV. They weren’t even
allowed to go to school
because of the stigma
attached to the condition.
When I read that he was
providing shelter and
education to these kids, we
approached him and started
funding the orphanage. I
believe it’s important for
every citizen to feel
responsible towards the less
fortunate.”

things — be it a house or
jewellery or car, but I don’t
believe in that. I feel jab jo
kharidne ka man ho, woh us
din le lena chahiye,” she says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going well,
as she has found love in
businessman Vicky Jain. Ask
her about rumours of an
impending wedding, and she
says, “It will happen when it
has to. Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing
only on my work.
I hope things go
well career-wise
in the coming
year.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR
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readers.

Aayush
Sharma

will be my
versatility,’ he
says.
So, did he
set out to become a
star or is his aim to
focus purely on
acting? Aayush adds,
“The goal is to be a
star. It’s the best
gift anyone can get.
A star can bring a
smile on anyone’s
face just by shaking
hands with them. I
hope it doesn’t
come out in a
wrong way but I
want to be in a
position, where I
don’t have to
introduce myself
anymore.”
n pooja.sharna
@htlive.com

I never thought I would get so much love: Shashank
Kavita Awaasthi
hashank Arora made his
debut in films as the lead
actor in Titli (2014) which
got rave reviews at various
film festivals as did his second
film, Brahman Naman (2016).
But it is now with Zoya
Akhtar’s digital series that he

S

seems to have caught the
attention of the audiences and
industry alike.
Zoya saw Titli and called
him for a screen test, and
Shashank says he didn’t need
any more reasons to do the
show. He says, “This is my
first digital show and I am
quite excited to see the
positive response. When you
are shooting, you are only
focussed on work and giving
your best. Especially, for me,
who has done only films till
now. It is to give an arc to my
characters. When it came to
acting in a show, I had to
approach the role differently.
I tried to be as real as possible
and not overact.”
Shashank admits he was
thrilled to get the opportunity
to work with incredible
directors on this show. “I
have got so many messages
and comments. In fact, I have
got reactions from around the
world. Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice before
sleeping. I never thought I

Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice
before sleeping. I feel
blessed that people
liked my nautanki.
SHASHANK ARORA,
ACTOR

would get so much love. I feel
blessed that people liked my
nautanki. I know people who
have seen the show, might not
have watched my earlier
films.” He is currently
shooting for a short film and
also shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer Bharat and he
says he likes to be on every
end of the spectrum. “I don’t
look at the medium but only
my character and the whole
story. I love acting and I
gravitate towards roles that
appeal to me,” he concludes.
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 06,
2019

A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
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Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

MATHDOKU

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETU54

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047

Family first

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Neetu Kapoor posted this picture with son Ranbir Kapoor
and husband Rishi Kapoor. She captioned it, “That amazing
feeling in your lows when there is Positivity Happiness Love
and that Wink!!!!

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

QUOTE HANGER

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

AS AN ACTOR,
THERE IS
NOTHING MORE
GRATIFYING THAN
FINDING YOUR
IDENTITY. I
COULDN’T BE
HAPPIER THAT
SONAM HAS
FOUND THAT FOR
HERSELF.

I WAS IN THE
MIDDLE OF MY
LAW DEGREE TO
BECOME AN IAS
OFFICER, WHEN I
MOVED TO
MUMBAI TO
PURSUE ACTING. I
KNOW I WOULD
HAVE BEEN A
GOOD ONE.

ANILKAPOOR,
ACTOR

YAMIGAUTAM,
ACTOR

TWITTER TWATTER

CELEBRATION
@mrsfunnybones: It’s a
big day for #KaranKapadia
and us.I don’t know if
heaven exists-but if it does
then his mother Simple will
be very proud watching her
son who was a little boy
when she left,all grown up

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
0908 Project A
1104 Justice League Dark
1229 Justice League
1437 Once Upon A Time In
China II
1641 The Tuxedo
1838 Kong Skull Island
2045 Batman Begins
SONY PIX
0942 Hulk
1242 The Mummy Returns
1525 Man of Steel
1828 The Conjuring 2
2114 Lucy
2300 Harry Potter & The
Goblet of Fire

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

STAR MOVIES
0900 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 Home Alone
1300 Titanic
1700 Trolls
1900 Hot Shots! Part Deux
2100 Cinderella

and making a life for himself
today
@ayushmannk: Happy
bday @KapilSharmaK9. Paaji
tussi bina interaction de
chale gaye us din stage ton. I
thought we will have our
moment after my
acceptance speech. Have a
great year ahead. See you
soon!

WB
0956 Monkey Trouble
1302 The Ring Two
1453 Battle Earth
1617 Dolphin Tale 2
1808 Dance Flick
1922 Mean Machine
2101 Brick Mansions
& PICTURES
0959 God Tussi Great Ho
1312 Mann
1701 Singh Is Bliing
2000 Genius
2313 Godzilla
SONY MAX
1200 Sui Dhaaga
1500 Dangerous Khiladi 4
1800 Terror
2000 Therii
ZEE CINEMA
1143 Surya The Soldier
1458 Bengal Tiger
1733 Surya Ki Gang
2000 Jaanwar
2333 Masss

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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Anjali Shetty
tarted in 2003,
International Carrot
Day is celebrated on
April 4, every year. The
idea is to spread awareness on
the goodness of the vegetable
and highlight its benefits and
potential in the kitchen. From
a crunchy quick snack and a
wholesome meal to a delicious
dessert, carrots can make
their way into every meal.
With antioxidants that help
control damage of cells in the
body, carrots are also high in
fibre that helps better
digestion in the body. Ameya
Mahajani, chef, Aromas Café,
says, “A carrot eaten daily
promotes healthy eyes.
Carrots have proven to fight
cancer and aid in healthy skin
and hair.”
The numerous health
benefits of this ingredient
makes it a favourite among
mums at home and chefs in the
kitchen. Nitin Mongia, chef
and founder, Kiki’s Pizza &
More, adds, “Carrots help in
with weight loss and assist in
lowering cholesterol levels.
Furthermore, they improve
eye health.”
Manish Khanna, founder
and partner, Brownie Point
shares that they are a healthy
source of better digestion,
maintaining youthful age
through great hair and skin
and lowers the risk of
developing diabetes.

S

COOKING CARROTS
THE RIGHT WAY
Overcooking any vegetable
can affect its nutritional value
and the same applies for
carrots too. Having said that,
cooking them cannot be
avoided altogether, what you
can do instead is adapt the
right way of cooking each
ingredient.
Mahajani adds, “Dry
cooking methods like grilling,
butter roasting and sautéing
are the best to retain
maximum nutrients in
carrots. If one prefers boiling
carrots, then one should make
sure to keep the boiling liquid
aside and store it to be used in
sauces and soups as the water
is rich in nutrients, which are
released while boiling the
carrots.”
Steaming is the best way to
cook carrots as it enhances the
flavour and allows for
concentrated nutrient
retention. Khanna says,
“Whenever in doubt,
microwave them. Carrots use

03

CRUNCHY AFFAIR:
CARROTS FOR
ALL SEASONS

International Carrot Day was recently celebrated
across the globe as a way of promoting the benefits
and attributes of the good old vegetable
little or no water and can heat
them quickly from inside,
preserving nutrients. Also
always saute and don’t fry, as
frying can dehydrate and
cause loss of nutrients. Infact,
they baking and roasting
works best.”
Vicky Ratnani, culinary
director, The Project Series,

applies pointers such as never
overcook carrot, cook them
right; use minimal water while
cooking carrot; roast them
with pepper and virgin olive
oil.

CARROT QUIRKS
Carrots are naturally high in
sugars and a quirky, fun way

to use them would be to
highlight this aspect. Kelvin
Cheung, chef, Bastian, says,
“The idea is to use carrots in a
manner that will accentuate
and bring out the other
natural flavours like vanilla
and citrus. Instead of serving
carrots as a side dish, make it
the star of your meal.”

DESSERT FRIENDLY
For desserts, one great wa
ay is
to focus on using spices to
bring out more of the carrot’s
e
flavours. Warm spices like
cinnamon, nutmeg and
cloves are ideal to
experiment with for
carrot desserts. Cheung
adds, “At Bastian brunch,
we use one version of this
technique by making a
classic carrot cake
containing double the
amount of carrots with exttra
spices. Fresh ginger is also
o
added to the mix for that extra
kick and the batter is left to
t
rest overnight. The classic
Bastian French toast prepared
for brunch the next day is
paired with a spiced royale
and served with spiced cream
cheese frosting.”
Sheriyar Dotivala,
executive chef , The Resort
says, “One of the most
favourite carrot desserts in
India is Gajar Ka Halwa. You

HONEY GLAZED
BABY CARROTS
Ingredients
500gm baby carrots,
2tbsp honey, pinch of
freshly ground cumin, salt,
25gm butter
Method
n Steam the baby carrots.
n Add butter to pan and
carrots seasoned with
salt and cumin.
n Toss till well-coated. Add
honey and toss till
glazed
n Serve hot
By Nitin Mongia, chef
and founder, Kiki’s Pizza
& More

can also try other desserts
such as Cinnamon
Carrot Muffins that are
a little low on calories
and big on flavour.
Try Atta Carrot cake
where you can replace
flour with the healthier
wheat flour. You can even
add walnuts for some
crunch.”
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

Here are few out of the box
ideas to give the regular
carrot dishes a twist:

You can make carrot fries in the
oven instead of deep frying.
Peel the carrots and cut them
P
le
engthwise in half, and then in
half again. Season with salt and
h
pepper. Spread in an even layer
p
on a baking sheet and bake in a
o
preheated oven for 20 minutes,
p
or until tender and crisp at the
ends. In a small bowl, whisk
together mayo (you can use
curd for a healthier option)
chipotle and lime juice. Serve
the fries with sauce.”

Carrot Fries: This is a healthier
option to your regular French
fries that are made of potatoes.

2. Coriander-Roasted Carrots:
Peel carrots and cut into 4 to
5cm pieces. Put the pieces into a

QUIRKY CARROT DISHES

bowl. Dry roast coriander seeds
and black pepper. Coarsely
ground the roasted spices and
sprinkle over carrots. Salt the
carrots and mix well. Pour oil
into a small container. Peel and
mince the garlic and mix it with
the olive oil. Mix oil-garlic
mixture with the carrots and
pour the carrots into an
ovenproof dish. Bake in a
preheated oven until soft and
brown around the edges.
Quirky Carrot Salad: Keep the
grated carrots in a big bowl,
then add some coriander leaves,
poppy seeds (khus khus),

pomegranate seeds and lime
juice and zest. Season with sea
salt and freshly ground pepper
to taste and drizzle with the
extra virgin olive oil.
Carrot Apple Juice: Peel the
carrot and add pieces of both
carrot and apple in a blender jar
or juicer. Prepare a puree. You
can either use this thick puree or
you can sieve it through a
cheesecloth. Squeeze some
lemon juice and add some
ginger for extra zing.
By Sheriyar Dotivala,
executive chef, The Resort
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‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival

05

Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however, says
things in Bollywood aren’t the
same for a newcomer, as they
used to be before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is a
different era. When it comes to
Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but for
me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw, very
simple, naïve, innocent, and at
the same time, unapologetic.
When people saw Love Sonia,
the feedback was mixed. Some
said ‘I don’t believe Mrunal can
act so differently, we were
convinced that she is a village
girl’. It was a huge compliment
to break that stereotype, that
Mrunal Thakur can only
perform bubbly or happy
characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte hi
nahi comfort zone se. I had to
push myself in order to come
across as a versatile actor,”
Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

Stop that work, work,
work: RiRi is coming!
ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year. While there have
always been many
speculations about her visit to
the country, like in 2017, it
was said that she will be
visiting India in 2018, things
never materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many
musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber was in
the city in 2017, while the
band Coldplay performed a
full set in India for the first
time as part of the Global

I

Citizen Festival in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in
the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards till
date.
HTC

THE DIAMONDS AND
UNFAITHFUL
HITMAKER IS ALL SET
TO COME TO MUMBAI
AS A PART OF HER
WORLD TOUR ON
OCTOBER 19 THIS
YEAR
This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS
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You can style your
bikinis with skirts

LEHRIYA BOOTS

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
PAPADONTPREACHBYSHUBHIKA

Make summer more
resplendent with handcrafted leheriya boots
that are equally easybreezy and stylish. Boots
aren’t meant for
summertime, but these
tie-dye boots are all you
need to add a dash of
glamour to your short
dresses. Wear it with a
long denim shirt dress or a
long dress with a thighhigh slit. Here, the model
is wearing Papa Don’t
Preach by Shubhika.

Tie-dye boots look
stylish and are light
for summers
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
PAPADONTPREACHBYSHUBHIKA

Don’t let your style
suffer because of
the weary summer
days. Here’s how
you can take
boredom out of
your closet
without
compromising
on fashion

SHADE THAT
SUN AWAY

SWIMSUIT
COUTURE

Don’t let the harsh heat
spoil your summer
wedding. Complement
your lehengas with the
trendiest sunglasses, a
must-have, for a
stunning look. Here, the
model is wearing rosetinted pair of sunglasses
with a pastel lehenga
designed by Sabyasachi.

Put your swimsuit to
more use and make it
versatile. Wear it with a
heavily embellished
skirt to a wedding. For a
casual outing, wear the
swimsuit with a pair of
denims or solid pants in
pop colours like red,
yellow or green. You
can style a swimsuit
with different
things available in
your closet for a
fun look.

Floral buns are the hottest
trend of the season
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANITADONGRE

Text: Akshay Kaushal

Straw hats are a perfect
summer accessory
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIVANANDNARRESH

SUN HATS TO GET
YOU GOING
The blazing sun shouldn’t
stop you from stepping
out in style. Opt for chic
straw hats that can spruce
up your summer dress as
well as save you from that
scorching heat. You can
also style them with a
swimsuit or bikini. Here,
the model is wearing a
printed swimsuit in red
from Shivan and Narresh.

Here’showyoucanbeat
fatigueinsummereasily
DEHYDRATION AND
CONSTIPATION

WHY BEING IN THE
SUN FEELS TIRING
Being in the sun can
decrease melatonin
production in your body,
which is an integral
hormone that regulates
our mood. Lower levels of
melatonin can be one of
the reasons behind you
feeling low. Your body has
to work really hard to keep
you cool by sweating,
which is also dependent
on how big your body is,
and the temperature
outside. This process
drains your body’s energy.
To avoid this, protect
yourself from the sun,
wear sunglasses, carry an
umbrella and avoid
stepping out during the
day time.

Lower melatonin levels
can lead to fatigue

Sweating leads to loss of
water, which further leads
to dehydration,
constipation and bloating.
Always keep yourself
hydrated and eat a lot of
fruits. Also, in order to
keep our bodies cool, and
prevent overheating, our
digestive acid reduces
during summertime. As a
result of this, it’s harder
for the stomach to digest
heavy foods. Hence, eat
light and consume a lot of
fibre in summer. Opt for
fruits like papaya and
oranges.

Sunglasses add
an oomph factor
to your lehenga
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SABYASACHIOFFICIAL

FLORAL BUN
Adorn your hair with pristine
white and pink flowers, and
style it with your pastel
lehenga as you doll up for a
summer wedding. Floral

adornments are the hottest
trend of the season and add
a glimpse of nature to your
look. Here, the models are
seen in creations by
designer Anita Dongre.

Abhinav Verma
ne thing that bothers
many of us during
summertime is the feeling
of laziness, fatigue and
sleepiness all the time. The
Japanese even have a word for
it — Natsubate. ‘Natsu’ means
summer, and ‘bate’ comes from
the word ‘bateru,’ which means
having difficulty to move
forward because you are so
exhausted.
So, if you’ve got a case of
Natsubate, then read on as Dr
Mohsin Wali, former honorary
physician to President of India
and Dr RK Singhal, senior
general physician, explain the
reasons behind fatigue in
summers and what can be done
to deal with it.

O

n

SLEEP TIGHT
The role of melatonin is
also to induce sleep when
it gets dark. It’s regulated
by sunlight, which
indicates our brain to stay
awake. In summers, the
onset of melatonin gets
affected due to longer
daytime. Hence, sleep
comes to us much late in
the night. Turn off the
lights, avoid your cell
phone or TV and read, so
your brain can get the
signal that it’s time to
sleep.

Keeping yourself
hydrated is a must
in summers

abhinav.verma@htlive.com

Not sleeping
on time can
also affect
your
melatonin
levels
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

SUDDEN CHANGE
OF TEMPERATURE

SALT LOSS MAKES
YOU LAZY
Eating papaya can help
you fight constipation

Lack of salt or sodium in your
body can also affect your
energy levels. Loss of salt
occurs mainly due to
sweating and results in low

levels of sodium, which is
known as Hyponatraemia.
This can cause dizziness,
headaches and muscle
cramps, especially, if you
workout during the summer
season. To combat this, drink
electrolyte drinks and keep
your body hydrated.

The sudden change in
temperature that
occurs when you step
out from an airconditioned room to
the hot outdoors, is also
responsible for making
you feel lethargic.
Rapid change in
temperature can
trigger anxiety, which
can heat up your body,
draining its energy. If
you are stepping out
from an air-conditioned
room, make sure to
switch off the AC 5 to 10
minutes prior and
acclimatise.
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‘I’VE HEARD SCARY
STORIES ABOUT
CHILD ACTORS’

Shweta Basu
Prasad
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Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were sensible to take
her out of the spotlight and focus on her education instead
Rishabh Suri
he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”

S

Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about
my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008) and
Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007), and it takes a lot

for parents to say that when
you have done a film like Iqbal
and people are offering
projects. I have heard scary
stories about child actors, but
my parents were sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I won
the National Award when 12, I
knew that as an adult acting is
an eventuality. People would
come up to me and say ‘when
are you acting next?’ I went
behind the camera, produced a
short film, worked with (the
now dissolved) Phantom Films
as a script consultant. Not
doing films was kind of my
decision,” Shweta adds.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee
hat stage gives
performers a real high is
something most actors
have expressed. Perhaps
that’s why actor Shashank
Vyas, who has had a tryst
with the stage in his school
and college days, is keen on
exploring theatre once again.
“When I did theatre, they
were mostly comic roles. But
now, I surely want to explore
other genres. I feel I still have
stage fright and it’s time that I

T

get rid of it,” says the actor,
who feels theatre helps actors
to hone their skills.
Among his favourite
theatre personalities are
actors Pankaj Kapoor, Shah
Rukh Khan, Surekha Sikri
and Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says
Shashank, before he goes on

to talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked
with in his debut TV show,
Balika Vadhu.
“I had worked with her for
five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she
is in whatever she does. She
has literally given everything
to her craft. She is an
institution. Many fellow
actors can learn from her and
I myself have picked up a lot
too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls

himself a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of
his films and seen him
performing on stage. “I would
want to work with Mr
Naseeruddin Shah. I look up
to him as an artist who loves
and has given so much to his
craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he
plans to meet Shah and train
under him before venturing
into theatre.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Shashank Vyas

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

‘I was told I’m not
hero material’
Sangeeta Yadav
any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting
dream but only a few are
able to carve a niche for
themselves. Actor Yogesh
Tripathi is one such actor who
left no stone unturned to make
his dream come true and prove
those wrong who called him
“not a hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part.
I realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for

M

him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition
venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe
different aspects from various
roles I have seen in films, be it
about eating paan or the way
of speaking and walking. We
used to enjoy our struggle
phase and never took that
negatively,” Yogesh says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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SITUATIONVACANT
WANTED-FEMALE/MALE Office
Coordinator with Good-Communication-Skills,Fresher can ApplyTally-operator
also
Required
Contact:Komfort-Sales.SCO32Madhya-Marg,Sector7C,
Chandigarh-9815300159

DELHI Based I.N.S. Accredited
Agency Requires Graphic Designer,
Salary Between Rs. 25,000-Rs.
30,000 PM. Contact: Ashwinder
9814437410.
PCD Pharmaceutical Company
Chandigarh: Required Business
Development
Executive
(02),
Accounts Executive (01) Email:
metlar.formulations@gmail.com
9988368960.
URGENT Requirement for BDM,
Sales Manager, ASM and Sales
Executive, Male/ Female for MNC
Company
in
Mohali.
Mob:9855657770, 0172-5053111.

A CBSE Affiliated School for the
last Fifteen Years Adjoining Morinda
Required PGT (English, Biology,
Political Science), TGT (English,
Social Science), PRT, NTT and DPI.
Fluency in English is Mandatory. Salary will be as per grades. Free
Transport Facility Available From
Chandigarh, Mohali and Kharar.
Apply
within
7
Days
at
educationsuccess70@gmail.com
Contact:- 9501273302.
RENOWNED Corporate Firmrequired Computer Operator, Telecallers, Marketing persons (male/female) in Tricity. Handsome salary25000 +incentives. 9888897934
PRISM AUTOMATION: Urgently
Required Accountant with 2-3 exp.
M/F, Sales Engineers for Industrial/
Institute Selling, M/F, B.Tech,
Diploma or B.Sc only. Prism
Automation Pvt Limited, SCO 51,
2nd Floor, Sector 47-C, Chandigarh
JOB opening in Airtel Mohali
same day joining process Salary
10000-18000/-,
Contact:
8427938133, 9056959002.

ESM INDIA Overseas Education
(for its Chandigarh office) is looking
for Assistant Branch Manager, Visa
Counselors, Visa Filing Officers,
Front Office Executives, Interview
Preparation Trainers. Only females
can apply. Good Salary +
Incentives. Walk in for an Interview
at SCO 375-376, 2nd Floor, Sector
35
B,
Chandigarh.
Mob:
9855109010.
REQUIRED Fresher/ experienced
Female/ Male B.Com/ M.Com/ MBA
with Good communication skills for
Accounts/ Purchase department
and B.Tech/ Diploma Electrical/
Mechanical for Technical/ QC
Department
at
ELECHEM
SYSTEMS PVT. LTD. Godown
Area,
Zirakpur,
8872012395,
8872080077,
elechemho@
gmail.com
REQUIRED Doctors for Multispeciality Hospital (Shamli) on Saharanpur Delhi highway. Gynecologist,
Surgeon, Physician, Pediatrician.
Contact 9780023053, 9888938633
URGENTLY Required 1 Female
HR, 2 Female Receptionist, 5 Field
Boy, 2 Peon Male/ Female, 1 Office
Boy, 2 Marketing Boy, 10 Telecaller
Girl/ Boy, 1 Computer Operator.
Contact- 7340947512. Interview
Timings 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

SITUATION VACANT

SITUATION VACANT

REQUIRED Female Office Assistant Basic Knowledge of Computer.
Office boy with Own Conveyance,
Access
Media.
Phase-XI,
8146803011.
REQUIRED a Sales Executive
(Female) for women's ethnic wear
store, having 1-2 years of
experience. Salary 15000 - 20000.
Contact- 8727091000

Walk-In

for jobs in Operations with
leading Private Sector Banks

Leading Private Sector Banks are
hiring Fresh Graduates or Graduates
with 0-2 years experience for Entry
Level Positions in Retail Branch
Banking & Backend Operations
Eligibility Criteria• Age Less than 27 years
• Graduation with min. 50% marks
Selected candidates to undergo
250 hours paid training program
conducted by professional bankers

Walk-in with your resume at IPB!
Jalandhar
Hamirpur
Mohali
Panchkula

98155 98055
94185 07414
98881 09150
97796 64150

For Franchise Enquiry, Contact:

G.S.Oberoi 98154 39006
FRESHER/ Experiences boys
required in International Call Center,
VIP Road, Zirakpur 0176-2517072,
62809-72829.
TEACHERS
REQUIRED
for
IELTS, OET and German Language
AngelCare Givers Pvt. Ltd SCF-87,
Phase 3B2, Mohali. 9815619966.

SITUATION VACANT

SITUATION VACANT

URGENT Requirement Counsellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives
Freshers can also apply. Ekam Tour
& Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd floor,
Sector
17-D,
Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

YOUNG
Boys
as
Field
Representatives/
Field
Boys,
minimum +2, Salary 12000-17500.
Shivalik
Complex,
Zirakpur.
9855888384.

REQUIRED Female Computer
Operator
Jhalaria
Associates
Showroom -1, Mamta Enclave,
Dhakoli, Zirakpur Call 98141-00657,
98157-00928.

URGENTLY
REQUIRED
Experienced
Counselors,
Telecallers, PR Counselor at
reputed govt approved immigration
company Mohali salary 1000030000 + incentives. Contact:8146690123

REQUIRED
qualified
OT
Technicians, Staff Nurses, Front
Office Assistant for Super speciality
Surgical Centre. Please contact us
with resume - Kapoor's Kidney and
Urostone Centre, Sector-46D,
Chandigarh. Between 11:30 AM 2PM,
9914408834,
Email:
kucchandigarh@gmail.com

KFT Requires Accounts Executive 20, Senior Accountant 20,
Management Trainee 20 Exp- 1-2
Yr, Qualification- B.Com, M.Com,
MBA, CS, CA, CMA, Chartered Accountant Exp 2-4 Yr QualificationCA, CA- Inter, CA- Final Plot- I-60,
Alpha IT- City, Sector-83, Call
9115497071, 9115497074 Email:
hr@kft.co.in, info@kft.co.in
EXPERIENCED Energetic Boys
Required at Mattress Company for
Accounts - 1 and Marketing - 1,
Factory - 975, Ind. Area Ph.-2,
Chandigarh. 0172-5070973.
REQUIRED Accountant, Accounts Assistant, Chartered Accountant, Receptionist, CA firm. 466
Phase-2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009
HIRING CREW/ Air-Hostess/
Ground Staff/ Hospitality/ Ticketing
Executives at Chandigarh/ Delhi
Airport. Any 10+2/ Graduate, 18-27
yrs. Salary-15,000/- to 60,000/-.
Freshers join 90 days Training.
100% Assured Placement. Require
Counselor/ HR Recruiter in
Zirakpur. Interview- 8th- 12th April.
Aviators HUB(Govt. Regd.) S.C.O7, Underbridge, Chandigarh Road,
Zirakpur,
9780817275.
www.aviatorshub.in

REQUIRES Teachers Full - PartTime for Spoken English, French,
Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
Biology, Accountancy, Computer
Science (class 6th to 12th, 5 for
each)5 Councillors, 2 Computer Operator, 1 Receptionist, 2 Sales
Executive, 1 Canteen Manager
Send biodata or appear for interview
on 8th & 9th April upto 4pm Pay between 10k-25k Expert Digital Academy SCO 85-86,city heart, Chandigarh road, Kharar 9914004186,
9876140171,9877060252
GRAPHIC Designer, Accounts
Manager, Administrator, HR Manager, Data Entry, Counsellor, Receptionist, Physics, Chemistry Biology, MATH, English, B.Tech Mechanical,
Electronics,
Electrical.
9780105789.

ACCOUNTS, GST training course
by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing
0172-4635239,
8968770993. Accounting jobs
8968770994
REQUIRED B.Com/ MBA female
Computer Operator for accounts,
Tally, minimum experienced 1 year,
Contact with Biodata, SCO-376,
Sector-32D,
GF,
Chandigarh.
7508368711.
WANTED
Receptionist
&
Telecaller with Experience &
Communication Skills. Sukhanand
Group. SCF-63, 1st Floor, Phase11, Mohali. Contact:- 9814612988.
REQUIRED teachers for Science,
Maths 9th, 10th, Biology 11th, 12th
Crescendo Institute SCO 78 2nd
floor Sector 46-C, Chandigarh.

FULL time Helper Boys/ Girls/
Ladies for Crockery Shop. Contact:
8727999869.
REQUIRED
MARKETING
Executive, Counselor (Female),
Driver, For Girls Hostel Sector 34-C,
Chandigarh
Contact
+
919814460001
HELPERS on sales Counter
required at Subhash Jewellers SCF
32 Sector 8, Chandigarh.

For more

Situations Vacant
Classified ads
TURN TO PAGE 2 >>
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EXCELLENT Home Tuition of
Mathematics 8th, 9th, 10th, +1, +2
by RajSir, 15 Years Experience.
8286100004.

CONCEPTUAL
PHYSICS,
Mathematics
(JEE-MAINS,
Advanced) by Holistically Freaking
Experts (Teachers by Choice),
Physics:- Pawan Kumar (P.K. Sir),
(Ex-Sr. Faculty-Bansal Classes).
Mathematics:- Vineet Upadhyay
(V.P. Sir) (Ex-Faculty- Career Point
Aakash Institute) 99156-69385,
89686-65229

HOME Tutors Available for All
Classes/ Subjects in Panchkula/
Chandigarh/ Mohali 73476-53830
(Tutors Welcome) Vigour Education.

HOME Tuitions upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2
(Chemistry, Biology) Qualified
Female Tutor 9815891571.

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th Mathematics, Science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc. Home Tutor. Students
getting 98%, Printed Notes.
9815929292.

PHYSICS (9896701044), Chemistry (9041256907) Mathematics
(7009701574)
(CBSE/
ICSE/)
Home/ Group Tuitions (10th- 12th,
JEE, NEET) SEC-34.

HOME Tuition 9, 10 (Maths,
Science) 11, 12 Maths (NCERT) 22
Years
Experience
Professor
9872662386.

HOME Tuition Maths/ Science 7th
to 10th Class by B.Sc, B.Ed,
experienced Teacher Contact:
7696232454

HOME/ Group Tuitions and Tutors are available for all classes/
subjects. Devikas tutorials since
1995 call:-9872438079, Tutors Welcome.

EDUCATION
HOME Tuitions for all Classes/
Subjects by Experienced Teachers
Contact Shine Tutorial 8146239769
Tutor Welcome.

HOME/ Group Tuition Accountancy, Economics, Operation research. Tax from +1 to B.Com/ BBA/
MBA Sudheer Kumaar 9780462691

HOME TUITIONS / tutors available
(female/ male) all classes / subjects
Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Panchkula.
Impact Creators: 87290-15647
(tutors welcome)

ENGLISH by Gupta Sir. Home/
Group
Coaching
Class-IX
Onwards.Complete-SYLLABUS
During Summer Vacation.Contact
9872655377/9888615377

EXCELLENT
Coaching
for
Mathematics, +1, +2, Science,
Maths , 9th, 10th, in Phase-3A,
Mohali. 99151-01921.

DO BA, B.Com, Law, Pharmacy,
Ph.D, M.Phil Engineering, BCA,
MCA, MBA, MA. UGC/ PCI/ BCI
Approved 8557071135

PHYSICS/ Chemistry, NCERT, IIT,
AIPMT Experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.

EXPERT Coaching in Economics
for 11th and 12th at Grammar Smart
School, Dhakoli, 9530902938,
9877702163.

CBSE/ICSE Tuitions for 6th-10th
Class (Maths/Science), Sec-24D,
Chandigarh. Experienced lady tutor.
9465225660.

1 PHYSICS +2

RESULT oriented home tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee Contact Anand
Tutorials
7307203050,
9888407884.

+1, +2, B.Com Coaching Sector41D,
Accounts,
Economics,
Business by (CA, CS Vidushi, Shri
Ram College of Commerce, London
School of Economics UK Passout)
Produced AIR-5 in 12th CBSE 2017,
Contact:
Vidushi
Commerce
Classes. 9988457457.

REGULAR BATCH 2019-20

JEE Main/Advance
NEET / AIIMS
ThoroughNCERTSyllabus

Small Batch - 10 to 15 Students
No Admission Test - Open to all
No Scholarship Discounts
- Uniform Fee Structure

ASSURED RESULT

*T&C APPLY

ASHOK GHAI

Contact: 9815532846
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MATHEMATICS and Physics 6th
to 12th CBSE/ ICSE BBA, BCA,
MCA, engineering maths. Sector53, (9876818283).

CHEMISTRY Home Tuitions +1,+2
Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and institute doubts
clearance. Highly experienced
Teacher. 9876444333.

MIGLANI Commerce home tuition
Accounts, Economics, Business
Study, Maths for +1, +2. Mob:
98729-73319.

■

■ PARVEEN MALHOTRA 8872502111 ■ AMARPREET SINGH NANDA 9888935409

SODHI coaching center Sec 80
Mohali near Kendriya Vidyalaya.
Provides coaching for:- UGC NET in
paper 1 for all subjects and for paper
2 only EDU, CTET, PTET, HTET.
Coaching from sixth to tenth all
subjects, PCM for 11th 12th CBSE
Syllabus. Provides counseling, and
personality development by expert
counselor.
9888335952,
9872834918.

RESULT oriented home Tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee contact Anand
Tutorials
7307203050,
9888407884.
EXPERT tuitions for all subjects
+1, +2, B.Com, BBA, BA, MBA,
M.Com in small batches, sector-15A
Chandigarh. 9872991185
HOME Tuitions 9th, 10th, +1, +2,
NIOS, BBA, B.Com, BA, MBA,
Accounts.
Reasonable
fees,
9592011001.

PHYSICS Home/ Group Classes
for JEE (Main/ Advanced), NEET,
AIIMS preparing Students. Ranvijay
Sir. 7814997347

COMMERCE
Home/
Group
Tuition +1, +2, (CBSE/ICSE/NIOS)
Accounts,
Economics,
Maths,
Business.
9855042535,
9876390450

CHEMISTRY Group & Home
Tuitions for +1, +2, JEE/ NEET
Panchkula, Chandigarh, Mohali.
Contact: 9855420328.

CHEMISTRY (NCERT/ JEE/ NEET)
Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase 11
Mohali, Excellent results 2018
boards (5 students scored above
90%) 9417185881.

ACCOUNTS Economics +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction,
(13
years),
Pushpender.
8427273894.
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EDUCATION
TUITION & TUTORIALS

ADMISSIONS

HOME
tuitions
9th,
10th,
Mathematics, Science experienced
Sanjeev Sir. 8558972896, +1, +2,
IIT, B.Tech, Result 95% Professor
Tyagi. 9501243740.

PHD, LLB, LLM, Pharmacy,
B.Tech., M.Tech., Engineering
Diploma, BA, MA, B.Com., M.Com.,
BBA, MBA, BCA, MCA, B.Lib, M.Lib,
BP.Ed., MP.Ed., 10th, +2, Late
Evening/Holiday
classes
for
Government/private
employees.
Other University Dropouts can
continue. Call: Kumar Associates:
9915755221, 9779855221.

EXCELLENT
Home/
Group
Tuitions. All Classes/ Subjects,
Spoken English, French, Hobbies,
Tricity
7986747767.
Tutors
Welcome
PHYSICS (Home Tuitions) For XI,
XII (CBSE/ ICSE). 18 Yrs. Experience. Only Chandigarh, Mohali Parents May Call. Fee: 8000/- Monthly.
Contact: 7347552553.
GANPATI Tutorials Excellent
home tutors for all Classes/
Subjects/ Areas. 9815504171 Mrs.
Kakkar (Tutors Welcome).
HOME tuitions for 9th, 10th Maths, Science. 11th, 12th Maths,
Physics. Experienced. Contact:
8360754669, Tutor Welcome.
HOME tuition available for all
classes/ subjects, Chandigarh, mohali, Panchkula. Udit Education
88473-59112 (tutors welcome).
MATHEMATICS
Home-Tuition
10th, +1, +2, JEE MAIN Advance
B.Sc, Well Experience M.Sc (Maths)
7973351740, 9888931974
CHEMISTRY Home Tuition by
Anil Sir 7 yr experience, +1, +2,
CBSE/JEE/PMT. 9780192054.
RESULT oriented Female/Male
Home Tutor Available any Subject/
Class/Board,
Graduate,
Post
Gradaute. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
REGULAR
and
customized
classes for Spanish, Italian, Dutch,
Portuguese, French, Norwegian,
Japanese and other language. Epitome
language
services
9876002020, 01724043122

10TH, 12th, BA, MA, Electrical,
Plumber, Welder, Mechnical, Cooking, Nannycare, fee 700 gap students contact Softech Mohali
9988237136

COACHING
PHYSICS Helpline XI, XII. Small
batches or Individual tuitions free
trials Phase 10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.
MATHEMATICS +1, +2 (Non-Medical & Commerce) in Simplified way
in Sector-35, Chandigarh, One
Week Free Demo. 9814711682.

COOKERY CLASS
LEARN cooking and Baking,
party snacks, salads, chinese,
tandoori, South Indian, Italian,
Continental, Cakes 9417684502

ENGLISH SPEAKING
SPEAK English fluently like
foreigner.
accent
training,
pronunciation improvement, public
speaking. Home tuition only. 8427812846.
IELTS MBA coaching English
speaking grammar, personality development academics +1, +2, special batches on Saturday. Sunday
3036/44-D, Chandigarh. 9876440363, 0172-2663036 www.ritaenglishacademy.com
WEAK In English Speaking and
Grammar. Don't Worry, Join
Hpsa,SCO 653, Sector 70, Mohali.
Call:7087867050

SITUATION VACANT

REQUIRED Experienced Accountant and Sale Executive. Motia
Royal Business Park, 2nd Floor,
Zirakpur, Contact:- 9988057771.
REQUIRED experienced/ Fresher
Visa Counsellor/ Telecallers at
Zirakpur. Salary 12000-25000/-,
Smart Male/ Female. 7087780959.
URGENTLY required female
study visa senior counselors and
Telecallers for immigration office,
Good salary + incentive, Punjab2abroad contact 0172-4340000
TEC a Leading IELTS Institution
in Mohali Needs Female Trainers
Contact:- 9914915132.
REQUIRED
female
for
Airticketing Office, must have good
communication skills. No targets.
Fixed salary & incentives. Also
required female for accounts work.
Fresher may also apply. Sai Tour
and Travels. 8963000005.
REQUIRED Fresher Hardworking
Female for Travel Agency with Handsome Salary Phase-7 Mohali.
9803038555.
REQUIRED Female Computer
Typist with Good Typing speed for
Mathematics Coaching Centre in
Sector-35D,
Chandigarh.
9814711682.

REQUIRED Account Assistant
and Computer Operator (Place of
Work at Manimajra, Chandigarh)
Mail the Resume. Fresher can also
apply. shine_sindsecurity@live.in
Contact:- 0172-4036192.
REQUIRED
MARKETING
executive for reputed Bio-Tech
Company. Qualification: MSc/ BSc/
B.Tech in Bio Technology. Send
your
resume
at
Info@
seagullbitech.com.
Contact:
9216213397
WANTED
Computer
typist
Contact Ajay Aggarwal 9814432564.
REQUIRED
Counsellors,
Tellecallers, Filing Officer, IELTS
Trainer, Office Boy For Reputed Immigration Company, Mohali and Fatehgarh Sahib Branch. Salary No.
Bar. Contact: Campbell Education.
SCO. 103, Top Floor, Phase-7, Mohali and Fatehgarh Sahib, Sirhind.
8699999036, 9888617955.

REQUIRED Experienced/ Fresher
Female Visa Counsellors/ Telecallers at Zirakpur. Salary- 10,000/- 25,000/- Per Month. 79739-16300.
WANTED experienced Sales
executive for Field work Own Convenience. Contact- 713, Industrial
area, Phase 2, Chandigarh.

REQUIRED Female Telecaller/
Computer Operator to Promote
Educational Magazines in Tricity.
Freshers Welcome. WhatsApp
9501247476.
URGENTLY Required Counselors
(1)- Having Computer Command,
Marketing Boys or girls for Educational center of derabassi & Zirakpur. Send Your Resume at:
saiservice2004@gmail.com Contact Whatsapp or call:- 9814678177.
AUDIT Assistant for Chandigarh
Mohali Bank experience preffered
contact Mittal & Garg Chartered Accountant 9316000054, 9779820172

WANTED FEMALE Tutor for
Maths Reasoning with fluent english
Call: 9872641491, 8847482938
IMMIGRATION
experienced
telecaller, counselor and legal
advisor required Salary 10-35000 +
incentives Next day joining. Six days
working. 9646890442.
RESIDENT teachers for all
Positions / Classes, Music, Dance,
Sports, Clericals, Accountants,
Hostel & all kind of other school staff
immediately required for CBSE
Residential School, Nur to 12th near
Hisar. Salary: 200000 - 750000
Annual Plus lodging boarding.
Whatsapp: 9812042421 (5-7),
Email: divineinstitutes@gmail.com
FOR CBSE School in Kharar
Physical Teacher for 9 to 12 class,
female office Executive. Contact:
9876607740 (Contact between 8
am
to
2
pm)
email:
stezraschool@gmail.com

TWO Girls for receptionist-cumAccount & Three Boys for Peon Cum
Machine
Helper
requirement
urgently at Gagandeep Photolith
Process Pvt. Ltd. #375, FF, Ind. Area
Phase-9, Mohali.Mob.9876600496.

WANTED EXPERIENCE Driver
For Automatic Car Knowledge of
Chandigarh
One
Experience
Person for Construction Site Or
Property Office In Chandigarh One
Female Office Assistant With
Knowledge of Computer Or
Accounts and All Having with Their
Own
Conveyance
Contact
Personally with Resume Office
House No. 20 Sector 18-A Ground
Floor Chandigarh 98155-04699

FULL/ Parttime Capable/ Experience Computer Operator/ Typist, Office Clerk. Flexi Hours, 3128/28-D,
Chandigarh. 9417703128.

REQUIRED One Godown Helper
(M) 10th/ 12th Pass at Asha
Enterprises, Plot No. 9 First Floor
IInd Area Phase II Chandigarh.

REQUIRED
Fresher
and
Experienced persons in Sales/
Marketing in loans. Contact:
9041232244.

VISA counselors/ team leaders,
experienced & fresher required immediately. Sai Global Consultancy
Chandigarh call: 9041068379

WANTED 1) stores/ warehouse
Assistant salary upto Rs. 10000/- 2)
+2 with bike having computer knowledge contact E-148, Phase VII, Industrial Area Mohali 9815063445

ONLINE Bidder Job for IT Company (Urgent Requirement) 0-2Year
Experience. Location TRYCITY
PLAZA Mob. 9872141057.
REQUIRED
Accountant,
Accounts Assistant, Chartered
Accountant, Receptionist, CA Firm.
466 Phase- 2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009.
REQUIRED Experienced Computer Operator and Office Assistant
Having Knowledge of complete
Computer Operations. Walk in. 110
Industrial Area Phase-2, Panchkula.
M: 9779387777.

REQUIRED Experienced Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Maths Teacher
for Coaching Center at Kharar.
Contact 98154- 87191, 7009963338

IMMIGRATION And Visitor Visa
Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.

SITUATION VACANT

TEACHERS required for Maths
(7th-12th) & Science (7th - 10th)
SCF-7 FF (Baltana) Mobile :9888338895, 9878968895.

URGENTLY Require +2 Commerce, B-Com/ Graduate Candidate
for
Accounting
Work
PRS
Accounting Services, SCO 821, 2nd
Floor NAC Manimajra CHD.
9815529620
REQUIRED CA Inter having
knowledge of Tally in Sector 21
Chandigarh.
98761-94551.
aman_parti@yahoo.co.in

SITUATION VACANT
WANTED Experienced Educated
Driver cum Office Assistant
(Computer
knowledge)
Chandigarh
office
Salary
15000. Contact: 62800-06561,
smoudgil99@gmail.com

REQUIRED 2 animators with
knowledge of graphic designing and
2D animation and 1 voice over artist.
Contact: Catrack Entertainment Pvt.
Ltd.,
Sector
82,
Mohali.
9888629173, 9815657733

SITUATIONVACANT
REQUIRED MALE/ Female Visa
Counsellors (25) Telecollers (25)
Experienced/
fresher.
Salary
10,000/- 18000/- Seasons overseas
Studies Pvt Ltd, SCF 84, First Floor,
Phase 5, Mohali 9855145102.

SITUATION VACANT

URGENTLY REQUIRED Experienced IELTS Trainers in Sector 34A,
Chandigarh. Oneview Immigration,
99154-12034, 62800-97434.

COUNSELORS and Telecallers
Required for a Reputed Govt.
Registered Overseas Education
Consultancy Company in Mohali.
Candidates must be Minimum
Graduate with Excellent Communication Skills. 8276800006.
TWO GIRLS for receptionistcum-Account & Three Boys for Peon
Cum
Cum
Machine
Helper
requirement urgently at Gagandeep
Photolith Process Pvt. Ltd. #375, FF,
Ind. Area Phase-9, Mohali. Mob.
9876600496
AVAILABLE Car Driver, Full Experience, BA. Pass, Personal/ Official Car Etc. Contact:- 9463751700.
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SITUATIONVACANT
A USA based Project
Urgently Required IT
Proffessional with Skills as:
.Net , ASP.NET, C#, MVC &
Dynamics 365 business apps/
Azure Cloud PaaS Service.
• Exp. in applications using MS Azure
Function/Cloud App/Service Fabric/
MS Dynamics 365/Dynamics CRM/
implementing business processes and
integrations between MS Dynamics
and other applications/ designing web
application, REST APIs & database
schema/ understanding of code
versioning tools (such as Git, SVN, and
TFS)/ will be responsible for all
aspects of SDLC of existing and new
components/ Proficient in building
resilient UX, APIs, and Microservices/
Configuring SSL, Certificate based
authentication and encryption.
Preferred exp. Testing frameworks &
QA : Selenium, Cucumber, NUnit, and
SoapUI.

SALARY NEGOTIABLE
Send CV at:
bluegingerconsultancy
@gmail.com
WANTED Senior Xray Technician,
Front office Executive/ Computer
Operator with Good Typing Speed
Good Salary. Contact Dr. Rajeev
Kapoor Kaps Diagnoscan Centre
House
No.
1637
Sector-4,
Panchkula.

LIMITED company required Manager HR & Admin, Marketing Manager, Supervisor at Chandigarh. Experienced, hardworking preferred.
sunrise.admn@gmail.com,
8528633622
REQUIRED Experienced Accounts Executive, Store Keeper,
Sales Executive, with Good Communication Skills. Contact:- Global
Mechanism. Plot No. 31, Sector-82,
JLPL, Mohali. 9646061600.
WANTED
Executive
Housekeeper, Maintenance Supervisor
and Front Office Executive by
Reputed Hotel at Chandigarh.
Deserving candidates may send
their
resume
at
career@mayahotels.in.
8146657163

BECOME a Banker HDFC Bank
urgently required only Graduates
male/ female age below 26/ Salary
13200/-, Contact: 9056992009,
9056947009.
MUNSHI requires for advocate office having knowledge of computer
contact: #388 sector 10 Panchkula
9814200388

REQUIRED
Study
Visa
Counsellors Telecallers IELTS
Counsellors Visa Filing Officers.
IELTS Trainer Spoken English
Trainer Sunny Enclave Mohali. Bean
Goose Immigratoin 9914679954

LEADING
MANUFACTURING
Unit of Rebonded foam, Mattress,
Adhesive Required Area Sales
Manager, Sales Executive-10 For
Punjab Territory First Preference
will be given to same Trade, Fresher
Can Also Apply. Whatsapp9216907307 Email:- sutlejudyog@
gmail.com

REQUIRED Freshers/ experienced Female/ Male Telecallers/
Counselors knowledge of Admin./
H.R, Mohali. 0172-4635255, 7307685005.

SUN Pharma Community Healthcare Society providing healthcareservices for needy and weaker-sections of society in various-states
requires Doctor-Male/Female for
Mobile Health-Van at Toansa,DisttNawanshehar,Punjab.Qualification-M.B.B.S.Registered
with
Medical-Council.Send resume at:
upma.sharma@sunpharma.com&
meena.singh@sunpharma.com or
call:0172-6678721,6678722.
REQUIRED female maths and
science teachers for class VI to Xth
for 46 branch. Aims Tutorial, SCO
171-172, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh.
9988506200
WANTED for an Industrial unit in
Behra Derabassi opp federal Agro
APS Industries 1) Mech Engineer
with Autocad experience for new
project 2) An experienced Accountant/ Warehouse incharge contact:
9815063445
ARE you searching any job just
email
your
resume
sunrise40chd@gmail.com
9888195107

REQUIRED Executive / Head Chef
/ Tandoor Chef for new Indian restaurant opening in Chandigarh immediately. 9999850265.
REQUIRE Salesman for Field Job
& Accountant (Tally Expert) at
Swami Suzuki, 2-Wheeler Dealer,
Chandigarh. Call & WatsApp your
resume on 7837760021.
REQUIRED Visa filling Executive
Visa Counselor Female having
experience of 2-4 years can apply
Skywin. 9090000021.

SWAMI SATYANAND College of
Management
&
Technology,
Amritsar. Required Faculty in Hotel
Management
&
Tourism
Management. Qualification As Per
UGC Norms. Apply within 15 Days
At: sscmt@rediffmail.com Ph.:
85588-25091,
85588-25089,
www.sscmt.org
GRADUATE Required 1 to 3 year
experience for pharma marketing
Panchkula office, Salary - 10000 to
15000 + incentives. Number 8360806318.

REQUIRED
Marketing
Executives, Printer and Computer
Hardware Engineer. Contact with
resume at Computer Hut, SCO
1112-1113, 2nd floor, Sector-22B,
Chandigarh.
Or
Mail
at
computerhutchd@yahoo.co.in
B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc
wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069
YS Group, Barnala (Punjab)
(www.ysgroup.in) Require TGTEnglish, Social Science (28000+);
English Communication/ Voice &
Accent Trainers (28000+), Campus
InchargeNCC
Background
(25000+), Music Teacher with
English Background (21000+), PartTime Incharge For Evening
Classes. Apply: ys_schoolbnl@
yahoo.co.in or Call 98880-23168,
01679-239028.
CTDI Reputed Banking Institute
in Sector-47 Requires Recently
Retired Scale 1 Bank officer with MS
Officer
Knowledge,
Computer
Operator good speed in MS Office,
Receptionist
cum
Computer
Operator. Only Tricity Candidates
apply Attractive salary.
REQUIRED Computer Operator
having complete knowledge of
online tenders capable of handling
office work with two years
experience. Send bio-data on mail:
nl_engineers_114@gmail.com
Contact: 9417600658.
REQUIRED
Telecallers,
Receptionist, Computer Operators, Sales Marketing, Draft Designers, Coordinators, Nurses,
Accountants, B.Tech, BCA, BBA,
MBA, Engineers. Jobs in Tricity
INNOVATIVE
PLACEMENTS,
ZIRAKPUR.
+919646838838,
9915173160.
REQUIRED Female sales Girl for
Showroom qualified. SCO 376, GF,
Sector
32-D,
Chandigarh.
9815735569.
REQUIRED office coordinators/
manager/ tellecallers/ computer operators/ accountant. 9988898190,
email:- info@2muchjobs.com
REQUIRE male candidates (Diploma/ Graduate/ Mechanical/
Fresher/
Experienced)
at
Mahaluxmi Bricks, call/ Email:
9914013456/
h_19591@yahoo.co.in
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PAYTM Mohali center urgently
required 12th, Graduates candidates sitting job, Fix Salary 1100015000/-, Contact : 9915315751,
9803352777.
REQUIRED Experienced/ Fresher
Telecaller, Counsellor for Immigration
Company.
Alternative,
Showroom No. 89, Phase-11.
9914690004.
REQUIRED Male Candidate with
Knowledge of Autocad (Mechanical)
Starting Salary Rs. 15000/- Verma
International. 9914348020, 01725058282.
REQUIRED female Telemarketing
staff with good communication skills
and fluency in English. Basic salary
plus incentives will be provided. For
walk in Interview visit:- House of
Wonder Wash, Plot No. 98,
Industrial
area,
Phase-2,
Chandigarh. Contact: 9888016318.
COMPUTER operator wanted for
a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069

WANTED immediately full-time
female Data Entry operator for US
based company having good command of English, MS Word/ Excel at
Chandigarh for work from home.
Email
resume
to
:
jobs.sunlioninc@gmail.com
REQUIRED Tellecaller nd IELTS
trainer experienced/ Fresher for
company sector 20. Chandigarh
handsome salary 99882-98354.

REQUIRED MBA/ Graduate/ 12th
Marketing
sales
executive,
dynamic, minimum experience 1
year, own conveyance, good salary
plus incentive, SCO-376. Sector32D, GF, Chandigarh. 9815735569.

ACCOUNTS Assistant/ Trainees
(M/F), B.Com Familiar with Ex Next
Generation Software, Required for
Immediate Appointment, Meet
Personally/ Email Bio Data within 3
Days. Tepco C-104, Industrial Area,
Phase-7, Mohali. (Near Spice
Chowk)
exporthouse@
tepcoindia.com

TWO weehler Mohali Bajaj Dealership required work Manager for
workshop and showroom Manager,
C-38 phase 2 Ind. Area Mohali
mohalibajaj@gmail.com,
9888088887

DO work from Home and Earn
250-1000 Daily genuine work daily
Payment hurry. Call: 9041201346,
9056992009.

JOBS in Sales/ Marketing/ Telecalling Chandigarh/ Punjab/ Himachal, Salary 10,000 to 18,000. No
Charges. 8264668478.

TENDER Heart School (ICSE
Board), Sector 33-B, Chandigarh.
Requires
Teachers-3,
for
Kindergarten Section N.T.T. B.Ed. or
D.EI.Ed. Requires Dance Teacher-1.
Minimum 4 Years experience.
Application Form Rs. 100/- Submit
within 21 days.

REQUIRED Graduate Male/ Female for Banking Jobs. Location:
Chandigarh, Mohali. Salary: upto
14K+
Incentives.
Contact:7508629752 Aarti Sharma.

WE are Hiring sales staff
members for Silver jewellery store
(Male/Female) at Santosh Jewellers
SCO 3, Sector 23C Chandigarh
Contact: +9197819-95540.

REQUIRED male/ female marketing executives. Handsome Salary +
Incentives. Malik Advertising, SCO45-46, Cabin-110, First Floor, Sector-11, Panchkula. 78884-73395.

URGENTLY Require-Male/female
Sales-Executive&Electronics
Services-Engineer
at
Mohali.
Fresher
can
also-apply:
info@abdurasystems.co.in
Contact:-8727944404/7837773773.

REQUIRED Graduate Male for the
post of Store Keeper/ Incharge, for
Mfg. Unit at Panchkula, Ph-2 with
Min. 2 Yrs Experience in Store functions,
Send
Resume
to
hr@horometrical.com

GRADUATE
Civil/
Structure
Engineer Trainess and Experienced
Drafts
Person
Required
for
established Mohali firm with North
American projects. Willing to take
qualifying exam for engineering
fundamentals, Proficiency in Auto
Cad must, Competitive salary
package,
email
resume
to
designingcivil@gmail.com

REQUIRED Experienced Graphic
Designer for an Advertising Agency,
Come Between 10 AM to 6 PM. SCO
6,
2nd
Floor,
Sector-30D,
Chandigarh
or
Email
at
simratsharma@gmail.com

REQUIRES Visa Filling Officers
for Leading Immigration Company in
Mohali. Education Abroad Consultants, SCO-531, 2nd Floor, Sector70 Mohali. (Part time Option Also
Available). Contact: -7696210210.

REQUIRED Computer Operator
for Billing and Data Entry at Daria,
Chandigarh.Contact:- 9882342270.

A Govt. licence holder immigration company required counselors, telecallers, receptionist, marketing manager salary 10000-35000
+ incentive call: 9878827402

ON SATURDAY htclassifieds

REQUIRED
Sincere
female
Experienced Office Coordinator with
good Computer Knowledge in
reputed Distribution Firm, Sector 7
Chandigarh Salary no bar for Deserving Candidate, Accommodation
available for outstation candidates
Email:
allianceenterprises21@
gmail.com Mobile: 9815200998.

URGENTLY required Medical
Rep. in Kaiser life sciences at Chandigarh HQ, Covering Chandigarh,
Mohali, Ropar.(Minimum 1 year experience) preferably in Cardio diabetic
segment.
Contact
9988564040, send your resume:
kaiserlifesciences@gmail.com
SALESMAN, required for gold
jewellery wholesale for punjab.
Salary plus incentives after target Rs
25000 onwards. Room plus food
optional. Interview 2 to 5 pm. F 19,
Phase 8, Sector 72, eltop industrial
area, near ivy hospital, mohali.
Phone
0172-4682019
kundanlites@gmail.com

REQUIRED
IELTS
Trainers,
female Golden Tree SCO 114-115,
Top Floor, Sector 34A, Chandigarh
99144-16444.

UK Calling!! Need Energetic,
hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional
communication skills, salary negotiable for suitable candidates + incentives and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in

REQUIRED Male/ Female Staff for
Marketing
in
Amritsar,
Min.
Qualification, MBA experienced
preferred Handsome Salary send
you CV at thetileworld@gmail.com

REQUIRED Sales & marketing
Staff, Promoter Staff in FMCG in
Ludhiana, Jalandhar & Amritsar, TA/
DA/
Incentives.
Experience
Required. Call:- 9020000099.

BUSINESS
BUSINESS

LOAN / FINANCE

FRANCHISE Opportunity. Start
Diet based Weight Loss Centre in All
Major Cities of North India. 10-15
Lacs
Investment.
Handsome
Earnings. Contact Zonal Franchisor
9814013579.

CONTACT for all Kind of Loan,
Life Insurance, Vehicle Insurance.
Health Insurance, and investment.
7814395797.

ADVTG. & MKTG.
FOR Advertisement in all newspapers call Atul Arora 98150-43655
Doorstep service. No extra charges.
AUTHORISED
Advertisement
booking Agency: all Newspaper/
Radio/ TV. Parizwing: Showroom65, Sector 20-C, Chandigarh.
98885-16234
SINCE 1983 manufacturers of
Fibreglass, polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank
Lining, Poly Process Engineers,
131, Industrial Area- I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 98140-87932.

GOLD Loan, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt. / Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector- 18-D,
Chandigarh - 9876580001.
CASH on swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector-18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
GST Registration, GST returns,
all types of Business Accounting,
ITR's, Tally/ Accounts Training with
9888389367

PACKERS & MOVERS

ACCOUNTING
SERVICE-For
IncomeTax, TDS, GST Return &
Compliance, VAT Assessment,
Part/Pending Accounting work.
9877467025

SUNRISE
Packers
MoversHousehold goods, office industrial,
Packing,
Loading,
Unloading,
Transportation, Local Shifting. All
India. 98154-02243, 98156-02242

PART/ Pending Accounts, GST
registration & Returns ITR Filling &
Investments,
office
Zirakpur
9501431716, 9501644194.

EX Serviceman Packers & Movers
Household Tricity All India shifting
uploading
Transport.
Call
9914224303, 9779844825.
HEMKUNT Packers & Movers,
Local shifting services & all over
India services Chandigarh: 9465588772, 98724-20061

For more
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BUSINESS
ASTROLOGY
SEEMAA Singh, a prominent face
on T.V. Offers accurate remedies.
www.seemaaastrologer.com.
Appointments:
7696134636;
7696267152
ASTROLOGY provides peace of
mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your Astrological
Problems Consult- Rajiv at "The
Destiny" 9815599555 by appointment only please.
MANISHA Astrologer (Post Graduate) Expert Solving Infertility Issues by God Grace. Marriage
Health, Child Education, Legal and
Others Issuee. 94174-04054.
KUBERJI
SHASTRI
Lovemarriage, Vasikaran, Grehklesh,
Sotan-Dushman, Children, Solution
for All Problem. Kothi 206 Phase 3BI
Mohali. 7340794938

MACHINERY /
TOOLS & PLANTS
JCB 4DX/ 4WD Nov. 2016 Model,
good condition for sale. Kindly
contact: 9316007807, 8427706348.

DETECTIVE & SECURITY
SERVICES
AUTHENTIC Private investigations and detective services.
Chanakya SCO-409, Sector-35C,
Chandigarh.
+91-98147-10789,
0172-5014789.

INTERIOR DECORATION
UNIQUE Interiors and Renovation
Work Specialist: Modular kitchen,
Cupboard, Wooden, Paint, POP,
Plumbing, Electrical, Civil works,
Labour job with Material. 9872572926, 81463-68430.

TOUR & TRAVEL
INTERNATIONAL Holiday Tour
Packages, Group Tours,
Hotel
Booking, Cruise Trips , Lowest Price
with Star facilities- Travel Tingle
Chandigarh- 9779255001.
GOA Trip Rs. 11999/- 7 Days, Boat
Trip 4 Hours, 16 Activities, North/
South / Old Goa, Accommodation,
Fair, 450 Old Mummy Body. Punia's
79730-59762, 79730-51853.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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TICKETING/RESERVATIONS

PEST CONTROL

COMPUTER SOFTWARE

THAKURAL
Travels:
Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours Contact: 38-39, Sector 17A,
Chandigarh.
0172-5007863/
5007864.

DEEMAK, Cockroaches, Mosquitoes control with Bayer India-smelless chemicals at reasonable rate. 35
years experience. All clean pest
control.
93161-34897,
9872501485.

CUSTOMIZED offline/ online/
Cloud based Software/ Mobile app,
web app. Pharma, Manufacturing,
Schools, Hospitals, Hotel, Restaurants and all types of shops, Real Estates,(Tally, Busy, Marg & Logics
software integration), Expertise in
Multi location. 20+ years experience. 99880-80555, 97805-53149

CONVEYANCE &
CAR ON HIRE
REHMAT Travels ChandigarhDelhi 2199/ Delhi-Chandigarh 1999/
Innova 3499/ Tour Package available. 8699951267, 9463651267.
ALL kinds of rental cabs and experience Drivers are available
contact Devikas:- 9872438079

IMMIGRATION

J.S Pest Control Pvt. Ltd.
(member IPCA Since 1986) Bayer
Products. 393/37-D, Chandigarh
0172-4637099, 4636088, 9876051133, 9915551155.
DEEMAK,
Cockroaches,
Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards control
with
Bayer
India,
Smelless
Chemicals at reasonable rate.
99880-93138.

BEAUTIFUL Dubai Visa Rs. 6200,
Singapore 3200, Malaysia 2800,
Thailand
Free,
Saiglobal
Consultancy
Chandigarh.
9041068379

SUNSHINE Pest Control Excellent Work, Reasonable Rates, Shop
No. 189 Sector -70, Mohali. 01724011364, 9914617766.

EXPRESS Entry 2019 - over
20,000 invitations to apply for
CANADA.
Call
8284882225,
9464436679.

ALUMINIUM FABRICATION

FIBRE GLASS
MANUFACTURERS of Car Shed,
Polycarbonate,
Fiber
Domes,
Cannopies, khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

SETHI Aluminium fabricator, Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation 9815716824
ALUMINIUM Glazing, Doors,
Window, Partitions, False ceiling,
Vertical Blind etc. Sharma Decor,
9872867613

HEALTH & PHYSICAL FITNESS
WEIGHT LOSS By Fat Loss. 15
Year Old Successful Program. Over
15000 Satisfied Clients. Trusted by
Bollywood Celebrities. No Gym/
Surgery/
Supplements.
Unbelievable Results. Panchkula
9814013579

YOGA
SPECIALIST,
Stress
Management,
Weight
loose,
Backache, Kneepaine, diseases
management. Vishal 9780025020
(B.Ed, MA Yoga).

WORLD Class Yoga Stretching
Just 1000 Rs per Session from Gold
Medalist Yog Guru. 9855555619

MEDICAL
ACCUPRESSURE Highly effective treatment for cervical, migrane,
slip disc, scatica pain, house
visit.8847275105, 9779092009.
CONTACT for Massage and
Physiotherapy at Home service.
8054816684.

FOR SALE
PRIMARY School winding up
operations selling school furniture.
255-A, Dashmesh Nagar (near post
office)
Naya
Gaon.
Ph:
9814009610.

CAR FOR SALE
OFFERS are invited by 13.04.19
for Skoda Superb Petrol Model
2011, Tata Sumo Grand Diesel
Model 2010, Tata Sumo Diesel
Model 2012, and Chevrolet Tavera
Diesel Model 2010 in as where is
condition Available for inspection at
House No. 1131, Sector 33-C,
Chandigarh.
2012 Toyota Fortuner, 4X4
Manual, top Model, total all original,
new tyre, full insurance, 7009045042,

SU
UBSI
IDY
SOLAR POWER PLANT

PYRAMID POWER ELECTRONICS

Since 1998

477, INDL. AREA, PHASE - I, PANCHKULA

M: 9814666909, 9041084909, 9814446909
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Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding

Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika, Ankita
Lokhande surely had
a good start to 2019, and as she
celebrates Gudi Padwa, the
traditional New Year of
Maharashtrians today, she
hopes that this year gets “even
better”. She says, “We plan to
bring in our New Year in a
grand manner. We will have a
‘gudi’ (a copper pot tied to
bamboo stick, adorned with
bright yellow coloured
brocade or zari cloth, mango
leaves and a garland of
flowers) at home. My brother
and my mamaji (maternal
uncle) are in town, so they
would be doing the honours.
We will make shrikhand and
puri which is a must on this
day. Usually, my mum and dad
are in town to handle
everything. But this year, they
are not here, so I will be
looking after the preparations.
I am super excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen
since my childhood, and I
always have my parents for
guidance. I would like to teach
my kids the same too. Gudi
Padwa is an auspicious date
and many people buy new

W
SHILPA SHETTY
LENDS SUPPORT TO
HIV SURVIVORS

Shraddha
Kapoor
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

ayush Sharma is
currently working on his
second film, an
adaptation of the Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The
actor, who has acted
in only one film so far, says he
is not limiting himself to one
kind of cinema. “I want to
take up subjects that connect
with me, be it commercial
films or offbeat. I want to
make mistakes and learn
from them. Every film will
teach me something new,”
says the Love Yatri (2018)
actor.
Ask him about what he
feels is his USP as an actor,
and Aayush says, “When I
started my journey, everyone
told me I need to pitch myself
as an action star because I

A

couldn’t dance to save my life.
I was asked not to shake a leg
at filmy parties because
people would laugh at me. I
remember in my first dance
class, I told Vaibhavi
Merchant ma’am that I don’t
dance at all, and I’m
conscious of it. She told me
that the day she will be done
training me, people will come
to watch me perform. It’s
funny that today, people
copy my Love Yatri steps.”
He adds that he still feels he
is average at acting, action or
dance, but is ready to work
really hard in these
departments. “One film
reviewer wrote that I’m very
skinny and don’t deserve to
be a hero. Since then, I’ve put
on 15kgs of muscle mass. My
goal is to keep learning the
craft and I hope that my USP

Pooja Sharma

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

‘I want to be in a position,
where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore’
Pooja Sharma

Eight years ago, Shilpa
Shetty Kundra started
financially supporting an
orphanage in Belgaum that
shelters 60 children who are
HIV survivors. “For the past
eight years, the actor and
her husband Raj (Kundra)
have been taking care of
their accommodation, food
and other necessities,” says
a source. Shilpa says, “I read
about a young guy who was
single-handedly running the
place. He had taken in kids
who were ostracised as they
had HIV. They weren’t even
allowed to go to school
because of the stigma
attached to the condition.
When I read that he was
providing shelter and
education to these kids, we
approached him and started
funding the orphanage. I
believe it’s important for
every citizen to feel
responsible towards the less
fortunate.”

things — be it a house or
jewellery or car, but I don’t
believe in that. I feel jab jo
kharidne ka man ho, woh us
din le lena chahiye,” she says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going well,
as she has found love in
businessman Vicky Jain. Ask
her about rumours of an
impending wedding, and she
says, “It will happen when it
has to. Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing
only on my work.
I hope things go
well career-wise
in the coming
year.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

Aayush
Sharma

will be my
versatility,’ he
says.
So, did he
set out to become a
star or is his aim to
focus purely on
acting? Aayush adds,
“The goal is to be a
star. It’s the best
gift anyone can get.
A star can bring a
smile on anyone’s
face just by shaking
hands with them. I
hope it doesn’t
come out in a
wrong way but I
want to be in a
position, where I
don’t have to
introduce myself
anymore.”
n pooja.sharna
@htlive.com

I never thought I would get so much love: Shashank
Kavita Awaasthi
hashank Arora made his
debut in films as the lead
actor in Titli (2014) which
got rave reviews at various
film festivals as did his second
film, Brahman Naman (2016).
But it is now with Zoya
Akhtar’s digital series that he

S

seems to have caught the
attention of the audiences and
industry alike.
Zoya saw Titli and called
him for a screen test, and
Shashank says he didn’t need
any more reasons to do the
show. He says, “This is my
first digital show and I am
quite excited to see the
positive response. When you
are shooting, you are only
focussed on work and giving
your best. Especially, for me,
who has done only films till
now. It is to give an arc to my
characters. When it came to
acting in a show, I had to
approach the role differently.
I tried to be as real as possible
and not overact.”
Shashank admits he was
thrilled to get the opportunity
to work with incredible
directors on this show. “I
have got so many messages
and comments. In fact, I have
got reactions from around the
world. Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice before
sleeping. I never thought I

Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice
before sleeping. I feel
blessed that people
liked my nautanki.
SHASHANK ARORA,
ACTOR

would get so much love. I feel
blessed that people liked my
nautanki. I know people who
have seen the show, might not
have watched my earlier
films.” He is currently
shooting for a short film and
also shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer Bharat and he
says he likes to be on every
end of the spectrum. “I don’t
look at the medium but only
my character and the whole
story. I love acting and I
gravitate towards roles that
appeal to me,” he concludes.
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 91-22-26398641 (Last week of every month)

SATURDAY,
APRIL 06,
2019

A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SATURDAY, A PRIL 06, 2019

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

MATHDOKU

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETU54

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047

Family first

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Neetu Kapoor posted this picture with son Ranbir Kapoor
and husband Rishi Kapoor. She captioned it, “That amazing
feeling in your lows when there is Positivity Happiness Love
and that Wink!!!!

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

QUOTE HANGER

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

AS AN ACTOR,
THERE IS
NOTHING MORE
GRATIFYING THAN
FINDING YOUR
IDENTITY. I
COULDN’T BE
HAPPIER THAT
SONAM HAS
FOUND THAT FOR
HERSELF.

I WAS IN THE
MIDDLE OF MY
LAW DEGREE TO
BECOME AN IAS
OFFICER, WHEN I
MOVED TO
MUMBAI TO
PURSUE ACTING. I
KNOW I WOULD
HAVE BEEN A
GOOD ONE.

ANILKAPOOR,
ACTOR

YAMIGAUTAM,
ACTOR

TWITTER TWATTER

CELEBRATION
@mrsfunnybones: It’s a
big day for #KaranKapadia
and us.I don’t know if
heaven exists-but if it does
then his mother Simple will
be very proud watching her
son who was a little boy
when she left,all grown up

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
0908 Project A
1104 Justice League Dark
1229 Justice League
1437 Once Upon A Time In
China II
1641 The Tuxedo
1838 Kong Skull Island
2045 Batman Begins
SONY PIX
0942 Hulk
1242 The Mummy Returns
1525 Man of Steel
1828 The Conjuring 2
2114 Lucy
2300 Harry Potter & The
Goblet of Fire

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

STAR MOVIES
0900 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 Home Alone
1300 Titanic
1700 Trolls
1900 Hot Shots! Part Deux
2100 Cinderella

and making a life for himself
today
@ayushmannk: Happy
bday @KapilSharmaK9. Paaji
tussi bina interaction de
chale gaye us din stage ton. I
thought we will have our
moment after my
acceptance speech. Have a
great year ahead. See you
soon!

WB
0956 Monkey Trouble
1302 The Ring Two
1453 Battle Earth
1617 Dolphin Tale 2
1808 Dance Flick
1922 Mean Machine
2101 Brick Mansions
& PICTURES
0959 God Tussi Great Ho
1312 Mann
1701 Singh Is Bliing
2000 Genius
2313 Godzilla
SONY MAX
1200 Sui Dhaaga
1500 Dangerous Khiladi 4
1800 Terror
2000 Therii
ZEE CINEMA
1143 Surya The Soldier
1458 Bengal Tiger
1733 Surya Ki Gang
2000 Jaanwar
2333 Masss

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival

03

Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however, says
things in Bollywood aren’t the
same for a newcomer, as they
used to be before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is a
different era. When it comes to
Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but for
me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw, very
simple, naïve, innocent, and at
the same time, unapologetic.
When people saw Love Sonia,
the feedback was mixed. Some
said ‘I don’t believe Mrunal can
act so differently, we were
convinced that she is a village
girl’. It was a huge compliment
to break that stereotype, that
Mrunal Thakur can only
perform bubbly or happy
characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte hi
nahi comfort zone se. I had to
push myself in order to come
across as a versatile actor,”
Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

Stop that work, work,
work: RiRi is coming!
ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year. While there have
always been many
speculations about her visit to
the country, like in 2017, it
was said that she will be
visiting India in 2018, things
never materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many
musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber was in
the city in 2017, while the
band Coldplay performed a
full set in India for the first
time as part of the Global

I

Citizen Festival in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in
the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards till
date.
HTC

THE DIAMONDS AND
UNFAITHFUL
HITMAKER IS ALL SET
TO COME TO MUMBAI
AS A PART OF HER
WORLD TOUR ON
OCTOBER 19 THIS
YEAR
This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS
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‘I’VEHEARDSCARY
STORIESABOUT
CHILDACTORS’

Shweta Basu
Prasad

Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were sensible to take
her out of the spotlight and focus on her education instead
Rishabh Suri
he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”

S

Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about
my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008) and
Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007), and it takes a lot

for parents to say that when
you have done a film like Iqbal
and people are offering
projects. I have heard scary
stories about child actors, but
my parents were sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I won
the National Award when 12, I
knew that as an adult acting is
an eventuality. People would
come up to me and say ‘when
are you acting next?’ I went
behind the camera, produced a
short film, worked with (the
now dissolved) Phantom Films
as a script consultant. Not
doing films was kind of my
decision,” Shweta adds.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee
hat stage gives
performers a real high is
something most actors
have expressed. Perhaps
that’s why actor Shashank
Vyas, who has had a tryst
with the stage in his school
and college days, is keen on
exploring theatre once again.
“When I did theatre, they
were mostly comic roles. But
now, I surely want to explore
other genres. I feel I still have
stage fright and it’s time that I

T

get rid of it,” says the actor,
who feels theatre helps actors
to hone their skills.
Among his favourite
theatre personalities are
actors Pankaj Kapoor, Shah
Rukh Khan, Surekha Sikri
and Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says
Shashank, before he goes on

to talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked
with in his debut TV show,
Balika Vadhu.
“I had worked with her for
five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she
is in whatever she does. She
has literally given everything
to her craft. She is an
institution. Many fellow
actors can learn from her and
I myself have picked up a lot
too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls

himself a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of
his films and seen him
performing on stage. “I would
want to work with Mr
Naseeruddin Shah. I look up
to him as an artist who loves
and has given so much to his
craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he
plans to meet Shah and train
under him before venturing
into theatre.
n

Shashank Vyas

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Weisz in talks for major Caught on Insta
role in superhero
movie

A

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ALIFAZAL9

Cricketer Virat Kohli and actor Ali Fazal show how to do weights
right. These ‘dumdaar’ posts might just give you enough
motivation to go back to the gym in case you have been
skipping your workout sessions.

Rachel Weisz

PHOTO: AFP

Sam Smith celebrates his body with ‘naked day’
inger Sam Smith shed his
clothes for a “naked
selfie” as he urges fans to
embrace their “beautiful
human bodies”.
The singer has had
struggles with body image.
Last month, he revealed that
he underwent liposuction
surgery at the age of 12 after
being targeted by bullies.
According to reports,
Smith, 26, shared a topless
selfie with his 12 million
Instagram followers and said
he spent the day naked to
“celebrate this bod.”

S

He wrote, “For my entire
life I have always hated
being naked. Today, I
decided to have a naked day
and spend the day in my
room and watch TV and
read and eat what I want
and just celebrate this bod.
It has been so empowering
and wonderful and f***ing
fun. I think everyone should
have a naked day once in a
while and celebrate that
beautiful human body of
yours.” The Stay With Me
hitmaker was praised by fans
IANS
for his bold move.

Sneha Mahadevan
myra Dastur was last seen
in the slice of life film,
Rajma Chawal (2018). She
garnered a lot of praise for her
performance in the Leena
Yadav directorial, which also
starred Rishi Kapoor.
In her next, a murdermystery, Koi Jaane Naa,
Amyra’s character had to
know how to ride a twowheeler with ease. But when
the actor started her lessons,
she had to call the instructor at
night as the traffic during the
day prevented her from
learning properly.
Amyra, who until now
didn’t ever ride a bike, says
that it was a completely new
territory for her. “I have never
ridden a bike or a scooty in my
life. My mother was always
against it, especially in a city
like Mumbai, where none of us
obey traffic rules. Once, I
attempted to take lessons in
the afternoon but the roads
were jam-packed, which made
me nervous, and honestly,

O

PTI

Sangeeta Yadav
any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting
dream but only a few are
able to carve a niche for
themselves. Actor Yogesh
Tripathi is one such actor who
left no stone unturned to make
his dream come true and prove
those wrong who called him
“not a hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part.
I realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for

M

him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition
venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe
different aspects from various
roles I have seen in films, be it
about eating paan or the way
of speaking and walking. We
used to enjoy our struggle
phase and never took that
negatively,” Yogesh says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Midnight lessons for Amyra Dastur

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRAT.KOHLI

scar-winner Rachel Weisz
is in negotiations for a
key role in Scarlett
Johansson-fronted Black
Widow film.
According to reports, the
talks with the 49-year-old
actor, who was recently
nominated for an Oscar for her
performance in Yorgos
Lanthimos’ The Favourite, are
in the early stages.
Stranger Things star David
Harbour is also in talks to
board the cast, which also
includes the Outlaw King
(2018) actor, Florence Pugh.
The highly anticipated
superhero movie will star
Johansson as Romanova aka
Black Widow, an agent of the
fictional spy agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D and a member of
the superhero team, the
Avengers.
After Captain Marvel, Black
Widow is the second femaleled superhero project in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.
The shooting is scheduled to
begin in London, UK, this
June.
Australian film-maker
Cate Shorthand of Nazi drama
Lore fame, is set to direct the
film. Jac Schaeffer has written
the recent draft for the film.
The production house is yet
to confirm the casting.

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

‘IwastoldI’mnot
heromaterial’

Sam
Smith
PHOTO: AP

didn’t allow me to really learn
how to ride. I got an idea
because even when I learnt
how to drive a car, my mum
would take me out at around
11pm, when the roads were
empty,” she says.
That’s what Amyra told her
instructor as well. “She [the
instructor] would come to my
house at around 11.30pm and
she would teach me for an
hour. I’ve become really good
now and I’ve promised my
girlfriends that when we go to
Goa this year, I’ll be the one
driving them around,” she
says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

When I learnt how to
drive a car, my mum
would take me out at
around 11pm, when the
roads were empty.
AMYRA DASTUR, ACTOR

I was prepped by a real doctor for my role,
says Shweta Tripathi
Pooja Sharma
hweta Tripathi Sharma
recently shot for the
second season of a web
series. It’s the first time that
the actor will be seen playing a
doctor.
The actor went through
intense prepping to get into
the skin of her character in
the drama-anthology. A
source says, “Shweta took
extensive workshops, where
she was taught medical terms.
She also learnt how to check
the pulse, and conduct basic
medical procedures such as
checking blood pressure, and
examining and suturing of
wounds.”
Shweta, who was “prepped
by a real doctor” will sport a
completely deglamorised look.
She says, “See, you need to
appear convincing. When
doctors dispense advice to
patients, they are empathetic.

S

But at the same time, they
have a very matter-of-fact way
of approaching disease and
diagnosis. I wanted to get that
aspect right.”
The Masaan (2015) actor
further adds that this is also
one of her favourite projects.
“I’m very choosy about the
projects I do. I don’t think I’ve
done so much homework for
any other project and that has
really helped. I’m very excited
for audiences to see the show
and really hope they enjoy it,”
Shweta signs off.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

THE MASAAN (2015)
ACTOR FURTHER
ADDS THAT THIS IS
ALSO ONE OF HER
FAVOURITE PROJECTS
Shweta Tripathi Sharma
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Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding

Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika, Ankita
Lokhande surely had
a good start to 2019, and as she
celebrates Gudi Padwa, the
traditional New Year of
Maharashtrians today, she
hopes that this year gets “even
better”. She says, “We plan to
bring in our New Year in a
grand manner. We will have a
‘gudi’ (a copper pot tied to
bamboo stick, adorned with
bright yellow coloured
brocade or zari cloth, mango
leaves and a garland of
flowers) at home. My brother
and my mamaji (maternal
uncle) are in town, so they
would be doing the honours.
We will make shrikhand and
puri which is a must on this
day. Usually, my mum and dad
are in town to handle
everything. But this year, they
are not here, so I will be
looking after the preparations.
I am super excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen
since my childhood, and I
always have my parents for
guidance. I would like to teach
my kids the same too. Gudi
Padwa is an auspicious date
and many people buy new

W
SHILPA SHETTY
LENDS SUPPORT TO
HIV SURVIVORS

Shraddha
Kapoor
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

ayush Sharma is
currently working on his
second film, an
adaptation of the Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The
actor, who has acted
in only one film so far, says he
is not limiting himself to one
kind of cinema. “I want to
take up subjects that connect
with me, be it commercial
films or offbeat. I want to
make mistakes and learn
from them. Every film will
teach me something new,”
says the Love Yatri (2018)
actor.
Ask him about what he
feels is his USP as an actor,
and Aayush says, “When I
started my journey, everyone
told me I need to pitch myself
as an action star because I

A

couldn’t dance to save my life.
I was asked not to shake a leg
at filmy parties because
people would laugh at me. I
remember in my first dance
class, I told Vaibhavi
Merchant ma’am that I don’t
dance at all, and I’m
conscious of it. She told me
that the day she will be done
training me, people will come
to watch me perform. It’s
funny that today, people
copy my Love Yatri steps.”
He adds that he still feels he
is average at acting, action or
dance, but is ready to work
really hard in these
departments. “One film
reviewer wrote that I’m very
skinny and don’t deserve to
be a hero. Since then, I’ve put
on 15kgs of muscle mass. My
goal is to keep learning the
craft and I hope that my USP

Pooja Sharma

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

‘I want to be in a position,
where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore’
Pooja Sharma

Eight years ago, Shilpa
Shetty Kundra started
financially supporting an
orphanage in Belgaum that
shelters 60 children who are
HIV survivors. “For the past
eight years, the actor and
her husband Raj (Kundra)
have been taking care of
their accommodation, food
and other necessities,” says
a source. Shilpa says, “I read
about a young guy who was
single-handedly running the
place. He had taken in kids
who were ostracised as they
had HIV. They weren’t even
allowed to go to school
because of the stigma
attached to the condition.
When I read that he was
providing shelter and
education to these kids, we
approached him and started
funding the orphanage. I
believe it’s important for
every citizen to feel
responsible towards the less
fortunate.”

things — be it a house or
jewellery or car, but I don’t
believe in that. I feel jab jo
kharidne ka man ho, woh us
din le lena chahiye,” she says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going well,
as she has found love in
businessman Vicky Jain. Ask
her about rumours of an
impending wedding, and she
says, “It will happen when it
has to. Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing
only on my work.
I hope things go
well career-wise
in the coming
year.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR
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is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
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readers.

Aayush
Sharma

will be my
versatility,’ he
says.
So, did he
set out to become a
star or is his aim to
focus purely on
acting? Aayush adds,
“The goal is to be a
star. It’s the best
gift anyone can get.
A star can bring a
smile on anyone’s
face just by shaking
hands with them. I
hope it doesn’t
come out in a
wrong way but I
want to be in a
position, where I
don’t have to
introduce myself
anymore.”
n pooja.sharna
@htlive.com

I never thought I would get so much love: Shashank
Kavita Awaasthi
hashank Arora made his
debut in films as the lead
actor in Titli (2014) which
got rave reviews at various
film festivals as did his second
film, Brahman Naman (2016).
But it is now with Zoya
Akhtar’s digital series that he

S

seems to have caught the
attention of the audiences and
industry alike.
Zoya saw Titli and called
him for a screen test, and
Shashank says he didn’t need
any more reasons to do the
show. He says, “This is my
first digital show and I am
quite excited to see the
positive response. When you
are shooting, you are only
focussed on work and giving
your best. Especially, for me,
who has done only films till
now. It is to give an arc to my
characters. When it came to
acting in a show, I had to
approach the role differently.
I tried to be as real as possible
and not overact.”
Shashank admits he was
thrilled to get the opportunity
to work with incredible
directors on this show. “I
have got so many messages
and comments. In fact, I have
got reactions from around the
world. Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice before
sleeping. I never thought I

Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice
before sleeping. I feel
blessed that people
liked my nautanki.
SHASHANK ARORA,
ACTOR

would get so much love. I feel
blessed that people liked my
nautanki. I know people who
have seen the show, might not
have watched my earlier
films.” He is currently
shooting for a short film and
also shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer Bharat and he
says he likes to be on every
end of the spectrum. “I don’t
look at the medium but only
my character and the whole
story. I love acting and I
gravitate towards roles that
appeal to me,” he concludes.
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 06,
2019

A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
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Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

MATHDOKU

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETU54

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047

Family first

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Neetu Kapoor posted this picture with son Ranbir Kapoor
and husband Rishi Kapoor. She captioned it, “That amazing
feeling in your lows when there is Positivity Happiness Love
and that Wink!!!!

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

QUOTE HANGER

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

AS AN ACTOR,
THERE IS
NOTHING MORE
GRATIFYING THAN
FINDING YOUR
IDENTITY. I
COULDN’T BE
HAPPIER THAT
SONAM HAS
FOUND THAT FOR
HERSELF.

I WAS IN THE
MIDDLE OF MY
LAW DEGREE TO
BECOME AN IAS
OFFICER, WHEN I
MOVED TO
MUMBAI TO
PURSUE ACTING. I
KNOW I WOULD
HAVE BEEN A
GOOD ONE.

ANILKAPOOR,
ACTOR

YAMIGAUTAM,
ACTOR

TWITTER TWATTER

CELEBRATION
@mrsfunnybones: It’s a
big day for #KaranKapadia
and us.I don’t know if
heaven exists-but if it does
then his mother Simple will
be very proud watching her
son who was a little boy
when she left,all grown up

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
0908 Project A
1104 Justice League Dark
1229 Justice League
1437 Once Upon A Time In
China II
1641 The Tuxedo
1838 Kong Skull Island
2045 Batman Begins
SONY PIX
0942 Hulk
1242 The Mummy Returns
1525 Man of Steel
1828 The Conjuring 2
2114 Lucy
2300 Harry Potter & The
Goblet of Fire

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

STAR MOVIES
0900 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 Home Alone
1300 Titanic
1700 Trolls
1900 Hot Shots! Part Deux
2100 Cinderella

and making a life for himself
today
@ayushmannk: Happy
bday @KapilSharmaK9. Paaji
tussi bina interaction de
chale gaye us din stage ton. I
thought we will have our
moment after my
acceptance speech. Have a
great year ahead. See you
soon!

WB
0956 Monkey Trouble
1302 The Ring Two
1453 Battle Earth
1617 Dolphin Tale 2
1808 Dance Flick
1922 Mean Machine
2101 Brick Mansions
& PICTURES
0959 God Tussi Great Ho
1312 Mann
1701 Singh Is Bliing
2000 Genius
2313 Godzilla
SONY MAX
1200 Sui Dhaaga
1500 Dangerous Khiladi 4
1800 Terror
2000 Therii
ZEE CINEMA
1143 Surya The Soldier
1458 Bengal Tiger
1733 Surya Ki Gang
2000 Jaanwar
2333 Masss

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival

03

Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however, says
things in Bollywood aren’t the
same for a newcomer, as they
used to be before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is a
different era. When it comes to
Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but for
me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw, very
simple, naïve, innocent, and at
the same time, unapologetic.
When people saw Love Sonia,
the feedback was mixed. Some
said ‘I don’t believe Mrunal can
act so differently, we were
convinced that she is a village
girl’. It was a huge compliment
to break that stereotype, that
Mrunal Thakur can only
perform bubbly or happy
characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte hi
nahi comfort zone se. I had to
push myself in order to come
across as a versatile actor,”
Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

Stop that work, work,
work: RiRi is coming!
ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year. While there have
always been many
speculations about her visit to
the country, like in 2017, it
was said that she will be
visiting India in 2018, things
never materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many
musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber was in
the city in 2017, while the
band Coldplay performed a
full set in India for the first
time as part of the Global

I

Citizen Festival in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in
the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards till
date.
HTC

THE DIAMONDS AND
UNFAITHFUL
HITMAKER IS ALL SET
TO COME TO MUMBAI
AS A PART OF HER
WORLD TOUR ON
OCTOBER 19 THIS
YEAR
This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS
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‘I’VEHEARDSCARY
STORIESABOUT
CHILDACTORS’

Shweta Basu
Prasad

Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were sensible to take
her out of the spotlight and focus on her education instead
Rishabh Suri
he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”

S

Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about
my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008) and
Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007), and it takes a lot

for parents to say that when
you have done a film like Iqbal
and people are offering
projects. I have heard scary
stories about child actors, but
my parents were sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I won
the National Award when 12, I
knew that as an adult acting is
an eventuality. People would
come up to me and say ‘when
are you acting next?’ I went
behind the camera, produced a
short film, worked with (the
now dissolved) Phantom Films
as a script consultant. Not
doing films was kind of my
decision,” Shweta adds.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee
hat stage gives
performers a real high is
something most actors
have expressed. Perhaps
that’s why actor Shashank
Vyas, who has had a tryst
with the stage in his school
and college days, is keen on
exploring theatre once again.
“When I did theatre, they
were mostly comic roles. But
now, I surely want to explore
other genres. I feel I still have
stage fright and it’s time that I

T

get rid of it,” says the actor,
who feels theatre helps actors
to hone their skills.
Among his favourite
theatre personalities are
actors Pankaj Kapoor, Shah
Rukh Khan, Surekha Sikri
and Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says
Shashank, before he goes on

to talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked
with in his debut TV show,
Balika Vadhu.
“I had worked with her for
five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she
is in whatever she does. She
has literally given everything
to her craft. She is an
institution. Many fellow
actors can learn from her and
I myself have picked up a lot
too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls

himself a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of
his films and seen him
performing on stage. “I would
want to work with Mr
Naseeruddin Shah. I look up
to him as an artist who loves
and has given so much to his
craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he
plans to meet Shah and train
under him before venturing
into theatre.
n

Shashank Vyas

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Weisz in talks for major Caught on Insta
role in superhero
movie

A
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Cricketer Virat Kohli and actor Ali Fazal show how to do weights
right. These ‘dumdaar’ posts might just give you enough
motivation to go back to the gym in case you have been
skipping your workout sessions.

Rachel Weisz

PHOTO: AFP

Sam Smith celebrates his body with ‘naked day’
inger Sam Smith shed his
clothes for a “naked
selfie” as he urges fans to
embrace their “beautiful
human bodies”.
The singer has had
struggles with body image.
Last month, he revealed that
he underwent liposuction
surgery at the age of 12 after
being targeted by bullies.
According to reports,
Smith, 26, shared a topless
selfie with his 12 million
Instagram followers and said
he spent the day naked to
“celebrate this bod.”

S

He wrote, “For my entire
life I have always hated
being naked. Today, I
decided to have a naked day
and spend the day in my
room and watch TV and
read and eat what I want
and just celebrate this bod.
It has been so empowering
and wonderful and f***ing
fun. I think everyone should
have a naked day once in a
while and celebrate that
beautiful human body of
yours.” The Stay With Me
hitmaker was praised by fans
IANS
for his bold move.

Sneha Mahadevan
myra Dastur was last seen
in the slice of life film,
Rajma Chawal (2018). She
garnered a lot of praise for her
performance in the Leena
Yadav directorial, which also
starred Rishi Kapoor.
In her next, a murdermystery, Koi Jaane Naa,
Amyra’s character had to
know how to ride a twowheeler with ease. But when
the actor started her lessons,
she had to call the instructor at
night as the traffic during the
day prevented her from
learning properly.
Amyra, who until now
didn’t ever ride a bike, says
that it was a completely new
territory for her. “I have never
ridden a bike or a scooty in my
life. My mother was always
against it, especially in a city
like Mumbai, where none of us
obey traffic rules. Once, I
attempted to take lessons in
the afternoon but the roads
were jam-packed, which made
me nervous, and honestly,

O
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Sangeeta Yadav
any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting
dream but only a few are
able to carve a niche for
themselves. Actor Yogesh
Tripathi is one such actor who
left no stone unturned to make
his dream come true and prove
those wrong who called him
“not a hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part.
I realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for

M

him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition
venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe
different aspects from various
roles I have seen in films, be it
about eating paan or the way
of speaking and walking. We
used to enjoy our struggle
phase and never took that
negatively,” Yogesh says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Midnight lessons for Amyra Dastur

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRAT.KOHLI

scar-winner Rachel Weisz
is in negotiations for a
key role in Scarlett
Johansson-fronted Black
Widow film.
According to reports, the
talks with the 49-year-old
actor, who was recently
nominated for an Oscar for her
performance in Yorgos
Lanthimos’ The Favourite, are
in the early stages.
Stranger Things star David
Harbour is also in talks to
board the cast, which also
includes the Outlaw King
(2018) actor, Florence Pugh.
The highly anticipated
superhero movie will star
Johansson as Romanova aka
Black Widow, an agent of the
fictional spy agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D and a member of
the superhero team, the
Avengers.
After Captain Marvel, Black
Widow is the second femaleled superhero project in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.
The shooting is scheduled to
begin in London, UK, this
June.
Australian film-maker
Cate Shorthand of Nazi drama
Lore fame, is set to direct the
film. Jac Schaeffer has written
the recent draft for the film.
The production house is yet
to confirm the casting.

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

‘IwastoldI’mnot
heromaterial’

Sam
Smith
PHOTO: AP

didn’t allow me to really learn
how to ride. I got an idea
because even when I learnt
how to drive a car, my mum
would take me out at around
11pm, when the roads were
empty,” she says.
That’s what Amyra told her
instructor as well. “She [the
instructor] would come to my
house at around 11.30pm and
she would teach me for an
hour. I’ve become really good
now and I’ve promised my
girlfriends that when we go to
Goa this year, I’ll be the one
driving them around,” she
says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

When I learnt how to
drive a car, my mum
would take me out at
around 11pm, when the
roads were empty.
AMYRA DASTUR, ACTOR

I was prepped by a real doctor for my role,
says Shweta Tripathi
Pooja Sharma
hweta Tripathi Sharma
recently shot for the
second season of a web
series. It’s the first time that
the actor will be seen playing a
doctor.
The actor went through
intense prepping to get into
the skin of her character in
the drama-anthology. A
source says, “Shweta took
extensive workshops, where
she was taught medical terms.
She also learnt how to check
the pulse, and conduct basic
medical procedures such as
checking blood pressure, and
examining and suturing of
wounds.”
Shweta, who was “prepped
by a real doctor” will sport a
completely deglamorised look.
She says, “See, you need to
appear convincing. When
doctors dispense advice to
patients, they are empathetic.

S

But at the same time, they
have a very matter-of-fact way
of approaching disease and
diagnosis. I wanted to get that
aspect right.”
The Masaan (2015) actor
further adds that this is also
one of her favourite projects.
“I’m very choosy about the
projects I do. I don’t think I’ve
done so much homework for
any other project and that has
really helped. I’m very excited
for audiences to see the show
and really hope they enjoy it,”
Shweta signs off.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

THE MASAAN (2015)
ACTOR FURTHER
ADDS THAT THIS IS
ALSO ONE OF HER
FAVOURITE PROJECTS
Shweta Tripathi Sharma
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Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding

Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika, Ankita
Lokhande surely had
a good start to 2019, and as she
celebrates Gudi Padwa, the
traditional New Year of
Maharashtrians today, she
hopes that this year gets “even
better”. She says, “We plan to
bring in our New Year in a
grand manner. We will have a
‘gudi’ (a copper pot tied to
bamboo stick, adorned with
bright yellow coloured
brocade or zari cloth, mango
leaves and a garland of
flowers) at home. My brother
and my mamaji (maternal
uncle) are in town, so they
would be doing the honours.
We will make shrikhand and
puri which is a must on this
day. Usually, my mum and dad
are in town to handle
everything. But this year, they
are not here, so I will be
looking after the preparations.
I am super excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen
since my childhood, and I
always have my parents for
guidance. I would like to teach
my kids the same too. Gudi
Padwa is an auspicious date
and many people buy new

W
SHILPA SHETTY
LENDS SUPPORT TO
HIV SURVIVORS

Shraddha
Kapoor
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

Eight years ago, Shilpa
Shetty Kundra started
financially supporting an
orphanage in Belgaum that
shelters 60 children who are
HIV survivors. “For the past
eight years, the actor and
her husband Raj (Kundra)
have been taking care of
their accommodation, food
and other necessities,” says
a source. Shilpa says, “I read
about a young guy who was
single-handedly running the
place. He had taken in kids
who were ostracised as they
had HIV. They weren’t even
allowed to go to school
because of the stigma
attached to the condition.
When I read that he was
providing shelter and
education to these kids, we
approached him and started
funding the orphanage. I
believe it’s important for
every citizen to feel
responsible towards the less
fortunate.”

Pooja Sharma

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

‘I want to be in a position,
where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore’

things — be it a house or
jewellery or car, but I don’t
believe in that. I feel jab jo
kharidne ka man ho, woh us
din le lena chahiye,” she says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going well,
as she has found love in
businessman Vicky Jain. Ask
her about rumours of an
impending wedding, and she
says, “It will happen when it
has to. Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing
only on my work.
I hope things go
well career-wise
in the coming
year.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

Aayush
Sharma

Pooja Sharma
ayush Sharma is currently
working on his second
film, an adaptation of the
Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The actor,
who has acted
in only one film so far, says he
is not limiting himself to one
kind of cinema. “I want to take
up subjects that connect with
me, be it commercial films or
offbeat. I want to make
mistakes and learn from them.
Every film will
teach me something new,” says
the Love Yatri (2018) actor.
Ask him about what he feels
is his USP as an actor, and
Aayush says, “When I started
my journey, everyone told me I
need to pitch myself as an
action star because I couldn’t
dance to save my life. I was
asked not to shake a leg at filmy
parties because people would
laugh at me.”
“I remember in my first
dance class, I told Vaibhavi
Merchant ma’am that I don’t
dance at all, and I’m conscious
of it. She told me that the day
she will be done training me,
people will come to watch me
perform. It’s funny that today,
people copy my Love Yatri
steps.”
He adds that he still feels he
is average at acting, action or
dance, but is ready to work
really hard in these
departments. “One film
reviewer wrote that I’m very
skinny and don’t deserve to be
a hero. Since then, I’ve put on
15kgs of muscle mass. My goal
is to keep learning the craft and
I hope that my USP will be my
versatility,’ he says.
So, did he
set out to become a star or is his
aim to focus purely on acting?
Aayush adds, “The goal is to be
a star. It’s the best gift anyone
can get. A star can bring a smile
on anyone’s face just by
shaking hands with them.”
“I hope it doesn’t come
out in a wrong way but I want
to be in a position, where I
don’t have to introduce
myself anymore.”

A

n

pooja.sharna@htlive.com
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 06,
2019

A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SATURDAY, A PRIL 06, 2019

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

MATHDOKU

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETU54

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047

Family first

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Neetu Kapoor posted this picture with son Ranbir Kapoor
and husband Rishi Kapoor. She captioned it, “That amazing
feeling in your lows when there is Positivity Happiness Love
and that Wink!!!!

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

QUOTE HANGER

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

AS AN ACTOR,
THERE IS
NOTHING MORE
GRATIFYING THAN
FINDING YOUR
IDENTITY. I
COULDN’T BE
HAPPIER THAT
SONAM HAS
FOUND THAT FOR
HERSELF.

I WAS IN THE
MIDDLE OF MY
LAW DEGREE TO
BECOME AN IAS
OFFICER, WHEN I
MOVED TO
MUMBAI TO
PURSUE ACTING. I
KNOW I WOULD
HAVE BEEN A
GOOD ONE.

ANILKAPOOR,
ACTOR

YAMIGAUTAM,
ACTOR

TWITTER TWATTER

CELEBRATION
@mrsfunnybones: It’s a
big day for #KaranKapadia
and us.I don’t know if
heaven exists-but if it does
then his mother Simple will
be very proud watching her
son who was a little boy
when she left,all grown up

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
0908 Project A
1104 Justice League Dark
1229 Justice League
1437 Once Upon A Time In
China II
1641 The Tuxedo
1838 Kong Skull Island
2045 Batman Begins
SONY PIX
0942 Hulk
1242 The Mummy Returns
1525 Man of Steel
1828 The Conjuring 2
2114 Lucy
2300 Harry Potter & The
Goblet of Fire

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

STAR MOVIES
0900 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 Home Alone
1300 Titanic
1700 Trolls
1900 Hot Shots! Part Deux
2100 Cinderella

and making a life for himself
today
@ayushmannk: Happy
bday @KapilSharmaK9. Paaji
tussi bina interaction de
chale gaye us din stage ton. I
thought we will have our
moment after my
acceptance speech. Have a
great year ahead. See you
soon!

WB
0956 Monkey Trouble
1302 The Ring Two
1453 Battle Earth
1617 Dolphin Tale 2
1808 Dance Flick
1922 Mean Machine
2101 Brick Mansions
& PICTURES
0959 God Tussi Great Ho
1312 Mann
1701 Singh Is Bliing
2000 Genius
2313 Godzilla
SONY MAX
1200 Sui Dhaaga
1500 Dangerous Khiladi 4
1800 Terror
2000 Therii
ZEE CINEMA
1143 Surya The Soldier
1458 Bengal Tiger
1733 Surya Ki Gang
2000 Jaanwar
2333 Masss

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival

03

Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however, says
things in Bollywood aren’t the
same for a newcomer, as they
used to be before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is a
different era. When it comes to
Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but for
me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw, very
simple, naïve, innocent, and at
the same time, unapologetic.
When people saw Love Sonia,
the feedback was mixed. Some
said ‘I don’t believe Mrunal can
act so differently, we were
convinced that she is a village
girl’. It was a huge compliment
to break that stereotype, that
Mrunal Thakur can only
perform bubbly or happy
characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte hi
nahi comfort zone se. I had to
push myself in order to come
across as a versatile actor,”
Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

Stop that work, work,
work: RiRi is coming!
ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year. While there have
always been many
speculations about her visit to
the country, like in 2017, it
was said that she will be
visiting India in 2018, things
never materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many
musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber was in
the city in 2017, while the
band Coldplay performed a
full set in India for the first
time as part of the Global

I

Citizen Festival in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in
the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards till
date.
HTC

THE DIAMONDS AND
UNFAITHFUL
HITMAKER IS ALL SET
TO COME TO MUMBAI
AS A PART OF HER
WORLD TOUR ON
OCTOBER 19 THIS
YEAR
This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS
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‘I’VEHEARDSCARY
STORIESABOUT
CHILDACTORS’

Shweta Basu
Prasad

Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were sensible to take
her out of the spotlight and focus on her education instead
Rishabh Suri
he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”

S

Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about
my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008) and
Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007), and it takes a lot

for parents to say that when
you have done a film like Iqbal
and people are offering
projects. I have heard scary
stories about child actors, but
my parents were sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I won
the National Award when 12, I
knew that as an adult acting is
an eventuality. People would
come up to me and say ‘when
are you acting next?’ I went
behind the camera, produced a
short film, worked with (the
now dissolved) Phantom Films
as a script consultant. Not
doing films was kind of my
decision,” Shweta adds.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee
hat stage gives
performers a real high is
something most actors
have expressed. Perhaps
that’s why actor Shashank
Vyas, who has had a tryst
with the stage in his school
and college days, is keen on
exploring theatre once again.
“When I did theatre, they
were mostly comic roles. But
now, I surely want to explore
other genres. I feel I still have
stage fright and it’s time that I

T

get rid of it,” says the actor,
who feels theatre helps actors
to hone their skills.
Among his favourite
theatre personalities are
actors Pankaj Kapoor, Shah
Rukh Khan, Surekha Sikri
and Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says
Shashank, before he goes on

to talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked
with in his debut TV show,
Balika Vadhu.
“I had worked with her for
five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she
is in whatever she does. She
has literally given everything
to her craft. She is an
institution. Many fellow
actors can learn from her and
I myself have picked up a lot
too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls

himself a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of
his films and seen him
performing on stage. “I would
want to work with Mr
Naseeruddin Shah. I look up
to him as an artist who loves
and has given so much to his
craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he
plans to meet Shah and train
under him before venturing
into theatre.
n

Shashank Vyas

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Weisz in talks for major Caught on Insta
role in superhero
movie

A

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ALIFAZAL9

Cricketer Virat Kohli and actor Ali Fazal show how to do weights
right. These ‘dumdaar’ posts might just give you enough
motivation to go back to the gym in case you have been
skipping your workout sessions.

Rachel Weisz

PHOTO: AFP

Sam Smith celebrates his body with ‘naked day’
inger Sam Smith shed his
clothes for a “naked
selfie” as he urges fans to
embrace their “beautiful
human bodies”.
The singer has had
struggles with body image.
Last month, he revealed that
he underwent liposuction
surgery at the age of 12 after
being targeted by bullies.
According to reports,
Smith, 26, shared a topless
selfie with his 12 million
Instagram followers and said
he spent the day naked to
“celebrate this bod.”

S

He wrote, “For my entire
life I have always hated
being naked. Today, I
decided to have a naked day
and spend the day in my
room and watch TV and
read and eat what I want
and just celebrate this bod.
It has been so empowering
and wonderful and f***ing
fun. I think everyone should
have a naked day once in a
while and celebrate that
beautiful human body of
yours.” The Stay With Me
hitmaker was praised by fans
IANS
for his bold move.

Sneha Mahadevan
myra Dastur was last seen
in the slice of life film,
Rajma Chawal (2018). She
garnered a lot of praise for her
performance in the Leena
Yadav directorial, which also
starred Rishi Kapoor.
In her next, a murdermystery, Koi Jaane Naa,
Amyra’s character had to
know how to ride a twowheeler with ease. But when
the actor started her lessons,
she had to call the instructor at
night as the traffic during the
day prevented her from
learning properly.
Amyra, who until now
didn’t ever ride a bike, says
that it was a completely new
territory for her. “I have never
ridden a bike or a scooty in my
life. My mother was always
against it, especially in a city
like Mumbai, where none of us
obey traffic rules. Once, I
attempted to take lessons in
the afternoon but the roads
were jam-packed, which made
me nervous, and honestly,

O

PTI

Sangeeta Yadav
any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting
dream but only a few are
able to carve a niche for
themselves. Actor Yogesh
Tripathi is one such actor who
left no stone unturned to make
his dream come true and prove
those wrong who called him
“not a hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part.
I realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for

M

him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition
venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe
different aspects from various
roles I have seen in films, be it
about eating paan or the way
of speaking and walking. We
used to enjoy our struggle
phase and never took that
negatively,” Yogesh says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Midnight lessons for Amyra Dastur

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRAT.KOHLI

scar-winner Rachel Weisz
is in negotiations for a
key role in Scarlett
Johansson-fronted Black
Widow film.
According to reports, the
talks with the 49-year-old
actor, who was recently
nominated for an Oscar for her
performance in Yorgos
Lanthimos’ The Favourite, are
in the early stages.
Stranger Things star David
Harbour is also in talks to
board the cast, which also
includes the Outlaw King
(2018) actor, Florence Pugh.
The highly anticipated
superhero movie will star
Johansson as Romanova aka
Black Widow, an agent of the
fictional spy agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D and a member of
the superhero team, the
Avengers.
After Captain Marvel, Black
Widow is the second femaleled superhero project in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.
The shooting is scheduled to
begin in London, UK, this
June.
Australian film-maker
Cate Shorthand of Nazi drama
Lore fame, is set to direct the
film. Jac Schaeffer has written
the recent draft for the film.
The production house is yet
to confirm the casting.

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

‘IwastoldI’mnot
heromaterial’

Sam
Smith
PHOTO: AP

didn’t allow me to really learn
how to ride. I got an idea
because even when I learnt
how to drive a car, my mum
would take me out at around
11pm, when the roads were
empty,” she says.
That’s what Amyra told her
instructor as well. “She [the
instructor] would come to my
house at around 11.30pm and
she would teach me for an
hour. I’ve become really good
now and I’ve promised my
girlfriends that when we go to
Goa this year, I’ll be the one
driving them around,” she
says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

When I learnt how to
drive a car, my mum
would take me out at
around 11pm, when the
roads were empty.
AMYRA DASTUR, ACTOR

I was prepped by a real doctor for my role,
says Shweta Tripathi
Pooja Sharma
hweta Tripathi Sharma
recently shot for the
second season of a web
series. It’s the first time that
the actor will be seen playing a
doctor.
The actor went through
intense prepping to get into
the skin of her character in
the drama-anthology. A
source says, “Shweta took
extensive workshops, where
she was taught medical terms.
She also learnt how to check
the pulse, and conduct basic
medical procedures such as
checking blood pressure, and
examining and suturing of
wounds.”
Shweta, who was “prepped
by a real doctor” will sport a
completely deglamorised look.
She says, “See, you need to
appear convincing. When
doctors dispense advice to
patients, they are empathetic.

S

But at the same time, they
have a very matter-of-fact way
of approaching disease and
diagnosis. I wanted to get that
aspect right.”
The Masaan (2015) actor
further adds that this is also
one of her favourite projects.
“I’m very choosy about the
projects I do. I don’t think I’ve
done so much homework for
any other project and that has
really helped. I’m very excited
for audiences to see the show
and really hope they enjoy it,”
Shweta signs off.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

THE MASAAN (2015)
ACTOR FURTHER
ADDS THAT THIS IS
ALSO ONE OF HER
FAVOURITE PROJECTS
Shweta Tripathi Sharma
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shortstories
PUCET (UG) 2019
REGISTRATIONS
ARE NOW OPEN
CHANDIGARH: Panjab Univer-

sity (PU) launched the online
registration for PU Common
Entrance Test (PUCET) (UG)
2019 on Friday, for admission to
BSc (honours) (choice-based
credit system) and BPharmacy.
The test will be held on April
30. The candidates passed/appeared in Class 12 examination
will be eligible for the test.
Those who do not qualify the
test will not be considered for
admission. Twenty minutes
extra will be given to visually
handicapped/persons with
disability (PWDs) candidates
for each paper. The centres for
the test will be established at
Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Muktsar
and Hoshiarpur. The result will
be declared from May 13 to 15.
Admission forms will be
available after the result from
May 22 onwards. Tentative
merit list will be displayed on
the website on June 26. The
qualifying examination (Class
12) will have 25% weightage
while the PU-CET (UG) will
have 75% weightage. SC/ST/
BC/PwD candidates will be
given 5% concession in eligibility marks. For more details on
important dates and how to
register, go to https://
bit.ly/2FWlVmP.
HTC

Rain prediction worries farmers, agri officials
TROUBLING As per the MeT department, there are 50-75% chances of rainfall in Patiala the next three days
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

FIGURES SPEAK

PATIALA: The metrological depart-

ment’s prediction of rainfall in
the region from April 6 to 8 has
left farmers and agriculture officials worried.
As per the weather forecast
released by the meteorological
centre in Chandigarh, the sky
will remain cloudy and there are
possibilities of rainfall along with
thunderstorm and dust storm at
isolated places across Punjab.
Even in Patiala, the department has predicted 50-75%
chances of rainfall in the next
three days.
Chief agriculture officer
(CAO) Arvinder Singh said that a
short spell of rain can delay the
harvesting process and hamper
the farmers’ prospects of having
a bumper crop this season.
“The weather conditions
remained perfect throughout the
rabi season, but showers at this
stage can be a spoilsport.
Presently, the crop is in good
health and there have been no
reports of any pest attack or yellow rust, throughout the season,”
CAO said.

105

Purchasing centres
in district

n

This season, less than 100 metric tonne wheat has arrived at
grain markets and procurement centres in Patiala district.

He added that the department
has advised farmers not to panic
and not harvest unripe or wet
crop in case of rain.
At least 2.34 lakh hectare area
is under wheat cultivation and
the agriculture department is
expecting wheat production of
9.24 lakh metric tonne against 9.6
lakh metric tonne last year.
As per the agricultural

PATIALA: The students of Thapar

The students were also demanding round-the-clock hostel entry for
HT PHOTO
girls and streamlining of working of the hostels’ mess.
directed to deposit their hostel
fee by April 18 with an aim of
resolving the issues pertaining
to allotment of hostel seats well
before the start of next semester.
“In the past years, the university and students have faced
much inconvenience in allotting
hostels to students at the start of
new semesters. We wanted to
provide hassle-free services, but
now students have been allowed

‘Kujh Ta Karo Yaaro’ mirroring
present situation in India staged

n

Artistes enacting the comic Punjabi play ‘Kujh Ta Karo Yaro' at Kalidas Auditorium, Virsa Vihar Kendra,
in Patiala on Friday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: On Day-12 of the ongoing

Patiala Natya Mahotsav, a Punjabi satirical play, ‘Kujh Ta Karo
Yaro’, based on the present scenario in India was staged at Kalidas Auditorium, Virsa Vihar
Kendra, in Patiala on Friday.
The festival is being organised
by the North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC).
Pali Bhupinder had scripted
the drama that was directed by
Sarabjit Kaur Pinki Saggu.
The play showed how political
parties befool people by not
resolving issues like unemploy-

ment. They distribute free rice,
pulses, etc instead of permanently resolving the issues in
society, and exploiting the poor.
The central character of a
father who is ill since long was
played by Ravi Bhushan.
The character lives in a joint
family. The play had Vinod
Kaushal as the uncle, Harish
Khurana as the elder son, Dimple Rajput as the elder daughterin-law, Paramjit Warraich as the
younger son, Pooja as the
younger daughter-in-law, Harmeet Bajwa as the servant
and Akshay Walia as the the
youngest son.
Ravi Aneja was seen as a doc-

Punsup

22%
Markfed

11%

Expected yield

patiala@hindustantimes.com

hike has been reduced by 50%
from ₹4,000 to ₹2,000 per semester. The fee was increased as the
electricity bills of the hostel had
multiplied due to injudicious use
of electric equipments by the students,” the registrar said.
Over other demands of the
students including demands of
allowing them to submit their
hostel fee in July, the registrar
said that there the students were

23%

9.24 lakh metric tonne

HT Correspondent

n

Pungrain

Area under wheat
cultivation

tor in the play who is looking
after the ailing father.
The drama shows that the
entire family is dependent of the
father’s income. Not even a single other family member is working. The livelihood and even the
payments of the servants for
doing petty works come from the
father’s income.
Not even a single family member works for the betterment of
the family as a unit, they are
shown as self-absorbed characters immersed in their own
worlds. Dr Akhilesh Batish
Happy composed music while
Harsh Sethi worked on lighting
effects for the play.

9.6 lakh metric tonne

HT

experts, the wheat crop has completely matured and the harvesting will gather pace in the second
week of April.
“If it rains as per the predictions, there will be delayed the
harvesting process and results in
many problems for the farmers.
The major trouble will be tackling with moisture content in
the yield,” an official said, plead-

Thapar students lift protest after
officials accept their demands
University, Patiala, have ended
their protest on Friday after the
university authorities conceded
their main demand of lowering
the recently hiked hostel fee.
The protest was started after
the university authorities
increased hostel fee by around
₹4,000 per semester.
The students were protesting
against the university management over hostel fee hike, and
demanding round-the-clock hostel entry for girls along with
streamlining of the working of
hostel mess.
The students lifted their protest at around 2am after the varsity authorities gave assurances
to have detailed discussion over
all their demands on Friday.
Registrar of the Thapar
University, Gurbinder Singh,
said that the varsity officials
gave a patient hearing to the students’ demands and came to certain conclusions.
“Conceding the main demand
of the students, the hostel fee

25%

2.34 lakh hectare +

FEE HIKE ROW

n

Individual share
of each agency

to submit the fee by July,” the
registrar added.
The university has also
assured the students of resolve
other hostel related issues
including installation of laundry
machines in the hostel premises
and improving quality and quantity of food at the hostels’ mess.
On demand of round-theclock entry into hostels, the
registrar said they have asked
the students to get undertaking
from their parents to allow
their wards round-the-clock
hostel entry.
“We will allow it for girl students whose parents submit an
affidavit related to round-theclock entry into hostels,” the
registrar said.
Elated over their demands
being fulfilled, the students said
that they were protesting of genuine demands as the university
could not impose fee hike directions on them.
“Students from all engineering streams remained united
throughout the protests and
managed to build pressure on
the university authorities to fulfil the demands,” students said.

Last year’s yield
ing anonymity.

PROCUREMENT ON
AT SNAIL’S PACE
The wheat procurement season
has started at a snail’s pace as less
than 100 metric tonne wheat has
arrived at different grain markets and procurement centres in
Patiala district since April 1. Due
to minimal arrival of the crop, the

Warehouse

9%

10%

Punjab
Agro

Food Corporation
of India

state government purchase is yet
to be streamlined. Most of the 105
purchasing centres set up in the
district bear a deserted look.
Moreover, the department of
food and civil supplies, which had
to make arrangements before the
official start of the procurement
season on April 1, is on the last leg
of finalising transportation and
labour tenders.

‘Arrangements in
place for hassle-free
wheat procurement’
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

FATEHGARH SAHIB: Reiterating the
commitment of the district
administration to ensure smooth
and hassle-free procurement of
wheat in Fatehgarh Sahib, deputy commissioner (DC) Prashant
Kumar Goyal said that the local
administration has made elaborate arrangements for procurement of wheat here.
Presiding over a meeting with
the officers of different procurement agencies, the food and civil
supplies department and the
mandi board here on Friday, the
deputy commissioner said that as
compared to last year’s purchase
of around 2.86 lakh metric tonne
wheat, this year they are expecting to procure at around 2.92 lakh
MT wheat yield.
He assured the stakeholders
that the district administration

will lift every single grain of
wheat in a smooth and hassle-free
manner and the farmers will not
face any problem while selling
their produce at the grain markets. The DC added that a proper
mechanism has been evolved for
transportation and storage of the
procured yield.
He has directed officials of all
procurement agencies to personally supervise the procurement
operations while ensuring
prompt and smooth lifting of
wheat as per their allotted shares
of the crop.
Goyal has also instructed the
officials to make all required
arrangements of power supply,
sheds for the farmers, potable
water supply and equipment to
monitor the quality of wheat at
each procurement centre.
Around 32 purchase centres
have been notified for procurement of wheat in the district.

Mystery shrouds death of 33-yr-old taxi driver
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :A 33-year-old man died
of suspected poisoning at a cow
shelter near the Amar Shaheed
Sukhdev inter-state bus terminal on Friday.
The deceased has been identified as Deepak Kumar, 33, resident of Sham Nagar.

His family told the police that
Deepak had committed suicide
as he was depressed due to marital discord with his wife.
The deceased’s uncle Vijay
Kumar said Deepak was a taxi
driver. Due to strained relations,
his wife had started living with
her parents, and also filed a
dowry harassment complaint
against him at the women police

station. This had pushed him
into depression, Vijay said, adding that Deepak used to daily
feed cows at the cow shelter.
On Friday, passers-by found
him unconscious at the shelter.
On being informed, his family
rushed him to Dayanand Medical College and Hospital, where
he died. Vijay suspected that
Deepak had consumed poison.

Assistant
sub-inspector
Chand Ahir, in-charge, bus
stand police post, said the body
had been sent to the civil hospital
for post-mortem examination.
The cause of death will be
ascertained after autopsy, he
said, adding that they will take
appropriate legal action in line
with results of the autopsy
report.

MAN HELD FOR
RAPING MINOR
NEIGHBOUR
LUDHIANA: The Meharban police
have arrested a 40-year-old
married man for allegedly raping
the 15-year-old daughter of
his neighbour.
The accused has been identified as Sarkulla Ansari of Ghumman Estate, Meharban, who the
victim addressed as uncle. He is
married and has five children.
Police said he attacked the girl
when she was alone at home on
April 1, while her parents, both
labourers, were away at work.
In her complaint to the police,
the victim’s mother said when
she returned from work on April
1, she found her eldest daughter,
a Class 10 student, crying.
On being coaxed, her daughter
revealed that while her younger
brother and sister were playing
outside, their neighbour forcibly
entered the house and raped her.
He also threatened her to keep
mum before fleeing the spot.
The woman informed her husband, following which they filed a
police complaint.
Assistant
sub-inspector
Gurinder Singh, who is investigating the case, said on the complaint of the girl’s parents, they
had booked the accused under
Sections 376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code, and Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. Police nabbed the
accused on Friday while he was
trying to flee the city to avoid
arrest. He will be produced in
court on Saturday.
HTC
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patiala&beyond
Ludhiana man convicted of
rape on minor girl’s testimony
MARCH 2014 CASE Convict was 16 when he raped the victim, then 10 years old

›

The juvenile
committed rape with
the 10-year-old girl, which
could have a very damaging
impact upon the child victim
for all times to come.

Aneesha Sareen Kumar
n

aneesha.sareen@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : In the second such

judgment in the past one month,
the testimony of a 15-year-old
girl in court where she identified her tormentor proved
instrumental as the Juvenile
Justice Board has sentenced
the 21-year-old man to three
years in reform home for raping
the minor girl.
The board, headed by principal magistrate Preeti Sukhija,
also imposed a fine of ₹500 on the
convict, a resident of Kailash
Nagar, Ludhiana.
The convict, who originally
hails from Bihar, was 16 when
he raped the victim, then 10
years old, and hence was tried
before the Juvenile Justice
Board.
Passing the verdict on April 2,
the board stated, “The juvenile
committed rape with the
10-year-old girl without her consent, which could have a very
damaging impact upon the child
victim for all times to come,
besides being a source of shock
and embarrassment for her
family, who gathered courage
and reported the matter to the
police.”
“While deciding upon the
mode of disposal, not only the
interest of the juvenile but the
interest of the society at large
and the victim in particular are
to be kept in mind because the
administration of justice does

JUVENILE JUSTICE BOARD IN ITS ORDER

not mean justice only to the
juvenile, but it also includes
within its ambit the justice to
the victim and society at large,
so that an example can also be
set and such kinds of incidents
do not take place in future. It
should serve as a deterrent to
the people from getting involved
in such like occurrences, which
bring a bad name to the society
and to our nation also,” the judgment read.
KIDNAPPED THE GIRL
ON MOTORCYCLE
According to the prosecution
case, an FIR was registered
under Sections 376 (rape) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code, and Section 4 (penetrative sexual
assault) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act at the Basti
Jodhewal police station on
March 27, 2014.
A vegetable vendor reported
to the police that his youngest
daughter, aged 10, was kid-

napped and raped by a 16-yearold boy.
The juvenile was residing as
tenant in their neighbourhood
and used to chase and harass his
daughter, he had alleged.
On the morning of March 25,
the vendor was at work when
his wife called him at 10am that
his daughter was not at home.
He rushed back home, and
started looking for his daughter
and the teenaged boy, who was
also missing.
His daughter returned home
around 8pm the same day, and
revealed that the accused kidnapped and raped her.
She disclosed that while she
was cleaning the house from the
outside around 7am, the
accused kidnapped her on his
motorcycle.
He threatened her and took
her to a dairy at Kailash Nagar,
Ludhiana, where he raped her.
The complainant then confronted the juvenile, who
threatened him not to disclose
the incident to anyone.

UP MAN RAPES
21-YEAR-OLD,
FORCES HER TO
ABORT FOETUS

VICTIM NARRATED
ORDEAL IN COURT
During the course of the trial,
the victim stepped into the witness box, and deposed how on
the fateful day her father had
gone to buy vegetables and her
mother had gone to some neighbour’s house, while she stayed
back at home.
“It was at 7am when the boy
came on a motorcycle and he
took me forcibly to a dairy at
Kailash Nagar and raped me,”
she stated, while identifying
him in court.
A medical officer from civil
hospital deposed before the
court that the victim’s medical
reports confirmed that she
raped. Besides, the potency test
report of the accused had confirmed that he was physically
able to perform sexual intercourse.
Earlier on March 14, the
board had sentenced a 17-yearold to three years in a juvenile
home for raping a 13-year-old
girl. The victim had similarly
testified in court against the
accused.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Police have booked an

Uttar Pradesh man for allegedly
raping a 21-year-old woman and
forcing her to abort the foetus.
The accused has been identified as Jamshed Malik, native of
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh.
The victim, who is a resident
of Shimlapuri, told the police
that she came in contact with
Malik around six months ago.
HAD THREATENED HER
SAYING HE HAD LEWD
VIDEOS OF HER
The accused threatened her that
he had lewd videos of her, and
will make them viral, and then
raped her several times.
When she turned pregnant, he
forced her to abort the foetus.
Thereafter, she discussed the
matter with her parents and
filed a police complaint on
Wednesday.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Pooran Singh of Division
Number 6, who is investigating
the case, said on the woman’s
complaint, they had booked
the accused under Sections 376
(rape), 328 (causing hurt by
means of poison, etc., with intent
to commit an offence), 313 (causing miscarriage without
woman’s consent) and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code, adding that a
manhunt had been launched to
arrest him.
The woman was taken for a
medical examination for confirmation of abortion.

WOMAN ALLEGES
ACCUSED JAMSHED
MALIK THREATENED
HER, CLAIMING HE HAD
HER LEWD VIDEOS THAT
HE WILL MAKE VIRAL

FLIGHT OF FANCY

PU panel recommends 10%
hike in fund for student aid
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com
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But the victim’s father
approached
the
Basti
Jodhewal police, who got the
girl medically examined, and
sent her vaginal swabs for testing to a medical laboratory in
Kharar.
The juvenile was later apprehended, and produced before
the duty magistrate, Ludhiana.

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

CHANDIGARH : A Panjab Univer-

sity (PU) committee has recommended 10% increase in financial assistance given to students
under the Student Aid Fund for
the academic session 2019-20.
The committee has also recommended an increase of 6% in
the financial assistance for
2018-19 which will be followed
by 10% increase for 2019-20.
The guidelines proposed will
be tabled before the Syndicate
on April 10 and the financial
assistance will be according to
the income slab of eligible students.
The committee members
unanimously resolved that
before disbursement of the
fund, an undertaking be given
by a student that he/she is not
availing any scholarship/financial assistance from the department or any other source.
They further resolved that
the students who enrolled in
certificate courses and have
applied for financial assistance
be paid a lump sum of ₹5,000.
The affidavit, duly attested by
notary, will not be accepted and
only valid income certificate
from the competent authority
will be accepted.
Those students who have
passed the previous examination with a minimum of 50%
marks will be eligible.
Students who got reappear in
previous examinations will not
be eligible.
Those who left the courses
mid term will not be eligible for
financial assistance.
Full fee will be charged from
the economically weaker section (EWS) students at the time
of admission and financial
assistance will be provided as
per the income slab.
The university charges ₹50
per annum from all students at
the time of admission as Student
Aid Fund.

AGENDA TO BE TABLED ON APRIL 10
The committee has recommended an increase of 6% in
the financial assistance for 2018-19 which then be
followed by 10% increase for 2019-20
Income Slab

No of Amount Amount to
students paid for be paid for
2017-18
2018-19*

Nil income
Up to ~1 Lakh
~1,00,001 to ~3,00,000
~3,00,001 to ~4,00,000

TOTAL

Maximum
amount
payable

3 ~20,000
~21,200
~63,600
138 ~17,000
~18,020 ~24,86,760
52 ~15,000
~15,900 ~8,26,800
13 ~12,500
~13,250
~1,72,250
206
~35,49,410
*per student with 6% increase

PU MIGHT CONDUCT ENTRANCE
FOR MASTER’S IN SOCIAL WORK
CHANDIGARH: Panjab University is likely to start
entrance test PU (CET) – PG
for admission in Master’s in
Social Work from the academic session 2019-20. A new
certificate course in ‘Social
Work and Field Interventions’ is also on the cards. An
increase in the number of
seats for the master’s course
has also been proposed.
The matter will be tabled
in the Syndicate meeting on
April 10. If approved, the
same will be implemented
from the academic session
2019-20.
Sources said that the
entrance test has been proposed to filter the students
who have a bent of mind for
social work. It is to avoid the
students who take admission in certain courses just
to get hostel and then prepare for something else.
The admission will then
take place through the
entrance test. The proposal
forwarded by the academic
and administrative committee mentions that all candi-

dates will be required to
score at least 35% in the
entrance test which will
include 90 objective type
questions.
The duration of the test
will be 90 minutes. No negative marking will be there
and the medium of the test
will be English only.
Candidates who qualify
the test will be called for
group discussion and interview. 40% weightage will be
given to the qualifying
examination (Bachelor’s
degree in any discipline),
25% to the PU (CET) – PG,
15% to group discussion and
20% to personal interview.
Starting a new six month
certificate course in ‘Social
Work and Field Intervention’ will also be taken up by
the Syndicate.
The course, if approved
will start from 2019-20 (for
July to December).
An increase of 3 seats in
the master’s course has also
been proposed. The tuition
fee will be the same as existing (₹41,020 per year). HTC

Mason killed for marrying upper caste girl
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The 30-year-old man

n

An Indian roller bird takes off on the PAU campus in Ludhiana. The state bird of Karnataka, Odisha and Telangana, it is often seen
GURPREET SINGH/HT
perched on wires, and descends to the ground to hunt insects, small reptiles and amphibians.

who died of injuries inflicted by
sharp-edged weapons on
Wednesday night, was murdered by his brother-in-law and
his friend in the name of “honour,” police said on Thursday.
Police said the accused, Ankit
and his friend Bhupinder Singh,
murdered the victim, Raj
Kumar, a mason, because he
belonged to a lower caste and
married his sister, an upper
caste Thakur.
The accused had been nursing a grudge against Kumar
since he married his sister in
2011, and finally hatched a conspiracy to murder him, they
said.
A manhunt has been

VICTIM RAJ KUMAR HAD
MARRIED DEEPA, AN
UPPER CASTE, IN 2011
AGAINST HER FAMILY’S
WISHES; POLICE SAY HER
BROTHER HAD BEEN
NURSING GRUDGE SINCE
launched to arrest the duo.
The deceased is survived by
his wife and two children —
Mayank, 4, and Harshita, 2.
SISTER, WIFE
WITNESSED MURDER
It has also come to fore that
Kumar’s wife and sister witnessed him being murdered
after the accused took him out
for a walk of Wednesday.
In her statement to the police,

Kumar’s sister Rakhi Ahirbad
said they hail from Chhatarpur,
Madhya Pradesh, where her
brother fell in love with Deepa of
their village and married her.
But since they belonged to a
lower caste, and Deepa was from
an upper caste family, her family opposed the marriage.
Hoping for a better life, the
couple migrated to Jaspal Bangar in Ludhiana, where Kumar
started making a living as a
mason. Eventually, her family
seemed to have accepted their
marriage, and started talking
to Deepa over the phone, Ahirbad said.
Recently, Deepa’s brother
Ankit and his friend Bhupinder
visited her in Ludhiana, seemingly alright with her marriage.
“On Wednesday night, Ankit
and Bhupinder took Kumar to

Kin of Mohali milkman killed in
Schools force private textbooks on parents
mishap to get ₹17.8L compensation
SCHOOLS SAY THEY
Srishti Jaswal
n

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Fourteen months after a

milkman, Gurvinder Singh,
29,of Dhelpur village was killed
in an accident in February 2018,
the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal, Mohali, directed the
driver, owner and insurer of the
car involved to pay a compensation of ₹17.8 lakh with 9% interest to his family. Gurvinder was
on an Activa and a Maruti had
hit him from the rear.
The money is to be paid
‘jointly and severally’ by Dilpreet Singh, of Ambala, who was
driving the car; the car owner,
Gurnam Singh of Kurukshetra,
and insurer IFFCO-Tokio
General Insurance Company
Limited.
The case was registered on a
complaint from Sukhvir Singh,
the victim’s, cousin. The two
had met in Sector 45, Chandigarh, on February 2, 2018, and
had decided to go back to their
village together. Sukhvir was on
a motorcycle.
A Maruti car with registration number HR70-C-4654
driven by Dilpreet hit Gurvinder’s Activa from the rear. Gurwinder lost control over the
vehicle that hit against a
divider, receiving multiple
grievous injuries, including on
the head.
Sukhvir chased the offending
car on his motorcycle and confirmed its registration number
when it stopped near the traffic
lights of Phase 8-9, Mohali.
He tried to get the driver to
stop, but he fled.

₹20-LAKH RELIEF FOR FAMILY
OF DECEASED TRUCKER
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Motor

Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT) awarded over
₹20 lakh compensation to
the family of a truck driver,
Lal Singh Karki, 33, who
had died in an accident in
2017. He used to work as a
driver-cum-salesman at
Uttam dairy plant in
Ludhiana.
Three claim petitions —
by deceased’s wife Bhagarati Karki, 29, truck helper
Shivji, 20, and a Suraj
Kumar, 22, of Ludhiana —
had arisen out of the mishap
that took place on the intervening night of September
23 and 24, 2017.
Lal, Shivji and Suraj were
travelling from Ludhiana to
Zirakpur in a truck to supply milk products to customers of the said company.
At around 2:50am, they
reached near airport light
point in Chandigarh, where
a Susheel Kumar, of Sirmaur, had parked his truck
on the road without any
indicators or parking lights.
Lal’s vehicle rammed into
the truck and all occupants
of the Lal’s sustained serious injuries.
They were taken to
GMCH-32, Chandigarh,

where Lal was declared
brought dead.
The claimants alleged
that accident took place due
to negligence on part of
driver of the offending
truck.
But the respondents
— Susheel; Anand
Kumar, owner of the offending truck; insurer of the
offending truck, National
Insurance Company Ltd,
Sector 34-A, Chandigarh —
said that the accident took
place due to negligence by
Lal Singh.
Susheel claimed that he
had parked his vehicle
under streetlights, leaving
proper space on the road
and had the parking
lights on.
The MACT ruled the accident took place due to negligence of driver of the
respondent’s truck, and
directed the respondents to
jointly pay a compensation
of ₹20.05 lakh to claimant
Bhagrati, along with interest at the rate of 9% per
annum from the date of petition till actual realisation.
A compensation of ₹27,770
was awarded to claimant
Shivji with interest at the
rate of 9% p.a. from the
date of petition till actual
realisation; and ₹38,000 to
Suraj Kumar with interest.

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Compare this: An

NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training)
English textbook for Class 1 in
government schools is priced at
just ₹60 and that of Oxford University Press at ₹250, almost four
times the cost.
While many parents see this as
sheer commercialisation of education, private schools say they
prescribe the more expensive
books as these are “more fun and
interactive,” and add value to
classroom learning.
“We prescribe the Frank
Brothers textbooks (a part of
Macmillan Education) in our
school, (costing ₹300) as it is used
in over 100 countries across the
world, taking students through
phonics, rich reading and comprehension. Students love reading such books, ” says Samiksha
Khanna, English educator in a
private school in Chandigarh.
‘NCERT IS NONINTERACTIVE’
NCERT, on the other hand, is flat

and non-interactive, she adds.
“Children in elementary
classes have poor attention skills.
Books with pictures, boxes and
colours obviously attract them
and make grasping easier,” says
Namita Mittal, a Hindi teacher.
“NCERT books are written by
experts, how can other publishers be prescribed, some have no
accountability?” questions an
indignant parent whose child
studies in Chitkara International
School, Sector 25, on condition of
anonymity.
Simran Kaur, whose child
studies at St Xavier’s School in
Sector 44, says said, “My child
managed recycle a senior’s books
but three new books were prescribed by the school this year
and I can’t find them in any bookstore. Now maybe I will have to
shell out money on a new set,” she
adds.

MIXED RESPONSES
FROM PARENTS
Madhu Kapoor, parent of a student in Strawberry International
School, however, says she does
not mind spending money on
books that ensure quality educa-

“We do not get any incentive or
subsidy from the government of
India. We are working in the field
of education, trying to provide
students with excellent textbooks, but there is no incentive.”

PRESCRIBE THE MORE
EXPENSIVE BOOKS AS
THESE ARE “MORE FUN
AND INTERACTIVE”

tion for her daughter.
Speaking in favour of NCERT
books, a teacher at Government
Model Senior Secondary, Sector
19, says eminent teachers write
them and the books are in line
with the national syllabus followed by the Central Board of
Secondary Education. Subsidised rates make these
affordable.
Parents struggling financially
have more to lose says
Praveen Sharma a parent from
the economically weaker section/disadvantaged category
whose son studies in a Sector 22
school.
“We do not have to pay the fee
but have to spend ₹4,000 to ₹5,000
on books and can’t afford it.” On
the high price tags, a private publisher under the Association of
Publishers in India (API), says

‘BOOKS ARE PRINTED
ON SCHOOLS’ ORDERS’
“Textbooks by private publishers
are printed after orders by the
schools or booksellers. The
requirement is calculated every
academic year after considering
the number of school, teachers
and students," says a member of
the Independent Schools' Association, Chandigarh.
Niyati Chitkara, principal of
Chitkara International School,
Sector 25, adds, "When it comes to
deciding about the curriculum
and books our academic team rigorously researches what is best
for the learners.
“HS Mamik, chairman, Vivek
High School, Sector 38, and president, Independent Schools Association, says, “If parents are so
worried about incurring the
expenditure, they should send
their child to a government
school.”

PRICE OF BOOKS PRESCRIBED BY VARIOUS SCHOOLS IN TRICITY
Approximate values of the textbooks displayed at the bookstores in Chandigarh
Name of Class

NCERT
set price

St Peters
School

British School
Chandigarh

Ashiana
Public School

British School
Mohali

St Xaviers
School

Chitkara
International

Class 1

~285

~1,840

~5,757

~2,934

~4,387

~2,823

~3,179

Class 5

~380

~2,867

~7,661

~4,000

~5,722

~4,000

~3,000

Class 8

~820

~3,127

~8,567

~4,000

~7,124

~5,926

~3,900

~1,060

~2,991

~5,188

~3,900

~5,460

~5,240

~3,500

Class 10

Canal Bridge for an evening
walk.
Deepa and I followed them.
After reaching the bridge, Bhupinder restrained my brother,
while Ankit stabbed him in the
neck with a sharp-edged
weapon. Horrified, we raised
the alarm, and Ankit and his
friend fled the scene,” she told
the police.
The women rushed Kumar to
the civil hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead.
Inspector Iqbal Singh, station
house officer (SHO), Sahnewal
police station, said on Ahirbad’s
statement, they had booked the
accused under Sections 302
(murder) and 34 (act done by
several persons in furtherance
of common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) against
Ankit and Bhupinder.

Kin allege code
violation in issue of
gun; Punjab CEO
seeks report
murder
in mohali
justice for neha shoree
CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief elect-

oral officer S Karuna Raju has
sought an “exhaustive” report
from the Rupnagar district election officer after the family of
woman drug officer, Neha
Shoree, who was shot dead on
March 29, claimed violation of the
model code of conduct in issuing
an arms licence to the accused.
“We will see whether MCC violations have taken place,” said
Raju. He said Neha’s family filed
an application on Wednesday,
alleging MCC violation in issuance of arms licence to murder
accused, Balwinder Kumar, 49.
The family alleged that Kumar
was issued the license after
March 10 when the model code of
conduct had come into force. The
CEO said he had also issued directions to all the CEOs in Punjab,
seeking information on whether
any new arms license was issued
or any renewals were done after
the MCC had kicked in.
ACCUSED SNEAKED IN
WITH CATERING STAFF
Balwinder Kumar, entered the
building along with the caterers
to avoid the sole guard on duty at
entrance, CCTV footage shows.
However, after the crime he fled
from the main entrance. Police
are scanning CCTV footage of
past 30 days.
HTC
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SHILPA SHETTY
LENDS SUPPORT TO
HIV SURVIVORS

PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Actor Shraddha Kapoor still tries to
spend the special day with her family
Sneha Mahadevan
udi Padwa, the
Maharashtrian New
Year, is a day best
celebrated with family
and friends. Actor Shraddha
Kapoor tries to be in the city so
that she can spend time with
her family on the occasion.
This year, Shraddha will
have a working Gudi Padwa
as she is shooting for
Chhichhore in the city, but she
is glad she will at least be able
to spend time with her family.
Talking about her fondest
memories of celebrating the
festival, she says, “Ever since I
was a kid, Gudi Padwa has been
a part of my life. I have the
fondest memories of
celebrating the day with my
grandparents. We would have
til gul (sesame and jaggery

G

laddoos) and I would look
forward to being fed lots of food
by my grandparents. My
fondest memories are while
growing up. Now I am almost
always filming. Traditionally
our family would get together,
but I don’t get to be a part of
that now,” she rues.
To celebrate Gudi Padwa, a
special Gudi is made and
garlanded with flowers, neem
and mango leaves in an
upturned silver or copper
vessel signifying victory and
achievement.
Shraddha’s mother Shivangi
is a Maharashtrian and it’s
been a tradition for the actor to
celebrate the day with her
extended family. Special
Maharashtrian delicacies like
like Puran Poli, Sheera and
Shrikhand are prepared each
year and Shraddha, who has a

sweet tooth, takes a day off her
diet to binge on them. In fact,
the New Year usually calls for
new resolutions but Shraddha
isn’t one to follow any. “I don’t
believe in New Year
resolutions. I feel like a
resolution should be made as
and when one feels like.”
Last year, the actor gifted
her family Chanderi saris on
Gudi Padwa as she was
shooting in Chanderi, Madhya
Pradesh for Stree at the time.
Professionally, the actor is
in a good space. She is happy
with the kind of films that are
coming her way. But she is
most excited about working
with south Indian actor
Prabhas in her first multilingual film, which is also being
made in Hindi. “It is a first for
me and the experience has been
simply amazing. I loved the
film’s script and it’s been an
incredible experience working
on the film,” Shraddha says.
n

Eight years ago, Shilpa
Shetty Kundra started
financially supporting an
orphanage in Belgaum that
shelters 60 children who are
HIV survivors. “For the past
eight years, the actor and
her husband Raj (Kundra)
have been taking care of
their accommodation, food
and other necessities,” says
a source. Shilpa says, “I read
about a young guy who was
single-handedly running the
place. He had taken in kids
who were ostracised as they
had HIV. They weren’t even
allowed to go to school
because of the stigma
attached to the condition.
When I read that he was
providing shelter and
education to these kids, we
approached him and started
funding the orphanage. I
believe it’s important for
every citizen to feel
responsible towards the less
fortunate.”

Pooja Sharma

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Kavita Awaasthi
ith appreciation still
pouring in for
Manikarnika,
Ankita Lokhande
surely had a good start to 2019,
and as she celebrates Gudi
Padwa, the traditional New
Year of Maharashtrians
today, she hopes that this
year gets “even better”. She
says, “We plan to bring in our
New Year in a grand manner.
We will have a ‘gudi’ (a copper
pot tied to bamboo stick,
adorned with bright yellow
coloured brocade or zari
cloth, mango leaves and a
garland of flowers) at
home. My brother and my
mamaji (maternal uncle)
are in town, so they
would be doing the honours.
We will make shrikhand
and puri which is a must on
this day. Usually, my mum
and dad are in town to
handle everything. But
this year, they are not
here, so I will
be looking after the
preparations. I am super
excited.”
Ankita shares that she has
been looking forward to
celebrating Gudi Padwa every
year since childhood as it
would mean meeting family
and friends and eating a lot of
delicious food. “I love having
guests over on this day. The
festivities and getting to meet
my cousins is fun. I follow
traditions which I’ve seen
since my childhood, and I
always have my parents for
guidance. I would like to
teach my kids the same too.
Gudi Padwa is an auspicious
date and many people buy
new things — be it a house
or jewellery or car, but I
don’t believe in that. I feel jab

Pooja Sharma
ayush Sharma is
currently working on his
second film, an
adaptation of the Marathi
film, Mulshi Pattern. The
actor, who has acted
in only one film so far, says he
is not limiting himself to one
kind of cinema. “I want to
take up subjects that connect
with me, be it commercial
films or offbeat. I want to
make mistakes and learn
from them. Every film will
teach me something new,”
says the Love Yatri (2018)
actor.
Ask him about what he
feels is his USP as an actor,
and Aayush says, “When I
started my journey, everyone
told me I need to pitch myself
as an action star because I

A

couldn’t dance to save my life.
I was asked not to shake a leg
at filmy parties because
people would laugh at me. I
remember in my first dance
class, I told Vaibhavi
Merchant ma’am that I don’t
dance at all, and I’m
conscious of it. She told me
that the day she will be done
training me, people will come
to watch me perform. It’s
funny that today, people
copy my Love Yatri steps.”
He adds that he still feels he
is average at acting, action or
dance, but is ready to work
really hard in these
departments. “One film
reviewer wrote that I’m very
skinny and don’t deserve to
be a hero. Since then, I’ve put
on 15kgs of muscle mass. My
goal is to keep learning the
craft and I hope that my USP

will be my
versatility,’ he
says.
So, did he
set out to become a
star or is his aim to
focus purely on
acting? Aayush adds,
“The goal is to be a
star. It’s the best
gift anyone can get.
A star can bring a
smile on anyone’s
face just by shaking
hands with them. I
hope it doesn’t
come out in a
wrong way but I
want to be in a
position, where I
don’t have to
introduce myself
anymore.”

myra Dastur was last
seen in the slice of life
film, Rajma Chawal
(2018). She garnered a lot of
praise for her performance in
the Leena Yadav directorial,
which also starred Rishi
Kapoor.
In her next, a murdermystery, Koi Jaane Naa,
Amyra’s character had
to know how to ride a twowheeler with ease. But
when the actor started her
lessons, she had to call the
instructor at night as the
traffic during the day
prevented her from
learning properly.
Amyra, who until now
didn’t ever ride a bike, says
that it was a completely new
territory for her.
“I have never ridden
a bike or a scooty in my life.
My mother was always
against it, especially in a city
like Mumbai, where none of
us obey traffic rules. Once, I
attempted to take lessons in
the afternoon but the roads
were jam-packed, which
made me nervous, and

hashank Arora made his
debut in films as the lead
actor in Titli (2014) which
got rave reviews at various
film festivals as did his second
film, Brahman Naman (2016).
But it is now with Zoya
Akhtar’s digital series that he

S

seems to have caught the
attention of the audiences and
industry alike.
Zoya saw Titli and called
him for a screen test, and
Shashank says he didn’t need
any more reasons to do the
show. He says, “This is my
first digital show and I am
quite excited to see the
positive response. When you
are shooting, you are only
focussed on work and giving
your best. Especially, for me,
who has done only films till
now. It is to give an arc to my
characters. When it came to
acting in a show, I had to
approach the role differently.
I tried to be as real as possible
and not overact.”
Shashank admits he was
thrilled to get the opportunity
to work with incredible
directors on this show. “I
have got so many messages
and comments. In fact, I have
got reactions from around the
world. Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice before
sleeping. I never thought I

n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Ankita Lokhande
PHOTO: TANMAY
MAINKAR

honestly, didn’t allow
me to really learn how
to ride. I got an idea
because even when I
learnt how to drive a
car, my mum would take
me out at around 11pm, when
the roads were empty,” she
says.
That’s what Amyra told her
instructor as well.
“She [the instructor]
would come to my house at
around 11.30pm and she
would teach me for an hour.
I’ve become really good now
and I’ve promised my
girlfriends that when we go to
Goa this year, I’ll be the one
driving them around,” she
says.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

When I learnt how to
drive a car, my mum
would take me out at
around 11pm, when the
roads were empty.
AMYRA DASTUR, ACTOR

‘I was prepped by a real doctor for my role’

n pooja.sharna
@htlive.com

Pooja Sharma

I never thought I would get so much love: Shashank
Kavita Awaasthi

jo kharidne ka man ho, woh
us din le lena chahiye,” she
says.
Not just her career, her
personal life too is going
well, as she has found
love in businessman
Vicky Jain. Ask her about
rumours of an impending
wedding, and she says, “It
will happen when it has to.
Kaunsi meri wedding ki
news chhup jayegi. Wedding
will have to wait as right
now, I am focusing
only on my work.
I hope things go
well career-wise
in the coming
year.”

Midnight lessons for Amyra Dastur
A

Aayush
Sharma

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Lokhande on celebrating the Maharashtrian New Year
and rumours of her impending wedding

Sneha Mahadevan

‘I want to be in a position,
where I don’t have to
introduce myself anymore’

instagram.com/htcity

Ankita’sexcitedforGudiPadwa
W

Shraddha
Kapoor

twitter.com/htshowbiz

THE MASAAN (2015)
ACTOR FURTHER
ADDS THAT THIS
IS ALSO ONE OF
HER FAVOURITE
PROJECTS

S

Girls tell me that they
listen to my voice
before sleeping. I feel
blessed that people
liked my nautanki.
SHASHANK ARORA,
ACTOR

would get so much love. I feel
blessed that people liked my
nautanki. I know people who
have seen the show, might not
have watched my earlier
films.” He is currently
shooting for a short film and
also shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer Bharat and he
says he likes to be on every
end of the spectrum. “I don’t
look at the medium but only
my character and the whole
story. I love acting and I
gravitate towards roles that
appeal to me,” he concludes.

hweta Tripathi Sharma
recently shot for the
second season of a web
series. It’s the first time that
the actor will be seen playing
a doctor.
The actor went through
intense prepping to get into
the skin of her character in
the drama-anthology.
A source says, “Shweta
took extensive workshops,
where she was taught
medical terms. She also
learnt how to check the pulse,
and conduct basic medical
procedures such as
checking blood pressure,
and examining and suturing
of wounds.”
Shweta, who was “prepped
by a real doctor” will sport a
completely deglamorised
look.
She says, “See, you need to
appear convincing. When
doctors dispense advice to
patients, they are
empathetic. But at the
same time, they have a very

Shweta Tripathi Sharma

matter-of-fact way of
approaching
disease and diagnosis. I
wanted to get that aspect
right.”
The Masaan (2015) actor
further adds that this is
also one of her favourite
projects.
“I’m very choosy about
the projects I do. I don’t
think I’ve done so much
homework for any other
project and that has really
helped. I’m very excited for
audiences to see the show
and really hope they enjoy
it,” Shweta signs off.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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A social gathering promises to keep you happily
engaged. Meeting people you have not met
in years will prove most exciting. Full
support of higher ups can be expected in
a particular workplace situation.
Adopting a better lifestyle is indicated
for some and will keep them fit and
ARIES
healthy.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Light Blue
You will be in the running for something
important on the academic front, so keep up
the efforts. Excellent time to take on as
many assignments as possible, simply to
hone your skill. Ban on spending is likely
to be lifted for some youngsters. Feeling
neglected on the home front? It is up to
you to feel wanted, so figure out how!

SAGITTARIUS

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Paul Rudd: The American actor-comedian, known
for films such as Romeo+Juliet (1996) and for
playing Ant-Man in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe across franchises, turns 50 today.

You will finally be able to master the ropes on
the professional front. A challenging
situation at work is likely to be tackled
well. Financial front remains stable, as
you manage to curb wasteful
expenditure. Be at your convincing best
to counter lover’s allegations! Health
may cause concern, but nothing serious.
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Financially, you are likely to get a great
opportunity to multiply your wealth. Those
romantically inclined may encounter
someone from the opposite camp with
the same mindset! Your habit of
completing everything to the best of
your ability is likely to come to the
notice of those who matter.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will manage to retain domestic harmony by
being extra cautious in approaching a
sensitive matter on the marital front. Hard
work and efforts will help you remain in
contention on the academic front.
Enjoying fun-filled hours in the company
of the one you love is indicated. Some of
you are likely to own a house soon.

SUDOKU

There is an outside chance that you will be able
to get something done that you had been
trying for long. More hard work and
dedicated efforts are required to come at
par with others at work. A profitable
deal is likely to come your way. Your
financial health improves and helps you
TAURUS
put
some of your ideas into action.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light Red
You will manage to keep your personal and
professional life neatly segregated. Physical
closeness promises to give a boost to your
relationship. Those newly employed are
likely to party with their first salary
soon. Imposing self-discipline will have
positive fallout on health. You remain
financially strong.

Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Light Gray

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
S AT U R DAY, A P R I L 0 6 , 2 0 1 9

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Bluish Green

There is a great potential in something you
have tapped, so go ahead. Your habits can
annoy the one you love and mar your
chances on the romantic front.
Professionally, you are likely to impress
your client. Health of those ailing starts
improving now. Encouraging words from
CAPRICORN
a family elder will be a morale booster.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Sandy Brown

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You may get caught doing personal work in
office hours and face embarrassment. News
on the financial front may not be too
encouraging. You may be lacking selfdiscipline with regard to your health, so
be ready for a spot of bad health.
Someone’s moods and actions may
disturb the domestic harmony.
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Bottle Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

A profitable venture as it may seem is likely to
bring you moderate results. Maintaining an
active lifestyle will help you stay healthy
and fit. You will be able to tackle your
lover suffering from mood swings in an
appropriate manner. Driving to a distant
place
may prove to be lots of fun. Taxing
CANCER
times are ahead for some businessmen.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink
The opportunity to sit back and bask in the
glory of what you have recently achieved is
just round the corner! Good earning is
indicated for professionals and business
persons. You will be able to initiate
improvements on the home front
without difficulties. Avoid taking any
decisions on the romantic front today.

Events unfolding at present may undermine
your confidence, but there is nothing to
worry about. Arguments and
disagreements can punctuate the day at
work. Criticism should not affect your
efforts. Keep your options open, if you
want the best deal on the property
PISCES
front.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Dark Turquoise

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

MATHDOKU

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Violet

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/NEETU54

DID YOU KNOW?
Mithun Chakraborty was signed to play
the husband of Shefali Shah’s character
in Mohabbatein (2000). However, it was
scrapped later due to the film’s length.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3047

Family first

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Neetu Kapoor posted this picture with son Ranbir Kapoor
and husband Rishi Kapoor. She captioned it, “That amazing
feeling in your lows when there is Positivity Happiness Love
and that Wink!!!!

SYAET
DOWNU
AC HTPY
LSUY HP

QUOTE HANGER

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Don’t need to say please to no man for a _________ ______
- Neil Diamond (5,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Yeast, wound, patchy, plushy
ANSWER: Don’t need to say please to no man for a happy tune Neil Diamond

Findingpassioninthe
middleoflife’sriddles

Veterinarian-turned-author
Dr Rana Preet Gill during the
launch of her second book
‘Finding Julia’ at Chandigarh
Press Club, Sector 27, on
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Friday.
r Rana Preet Gill, a
Hoshiarpur-based
veterinary officer with
the Punjab animal husbandry
department, launched her
second book, Finding Julia,
on Friday.
The book, which is a
collection of her middles
written for English dailies,

D

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

was released at the
Chandigarh Press Club,
Sector 27, by author and
motivational speaker Vivek
Atray.
The launch was followed by
an interactive session
between the author and
writer Seerat Kaur Gill.
Dr Rana says that the title
comes from one of her most
memorable middles.
“The title of this book
will instantly remind you
of one of your or your
children’s favourite
childhood movies; and the
story behind it is equally
delightful,” she says.
The book is a compilation
of her published pieces along
with photographs. It has been
divided into seven sections:
Pets, people, profession,
childhood memories, society
and education, Sehar (her
daughter) and soul matters.
“I have always written with
honesty. Each one of my
middles bares a small part of
my life and thoughts,” she
says.
The author has to her
credit over 95 middles and her
first book, a novel titled Those
College Years, that was
released last year, was among
bestsellers.
Besides being a selfproclaimed voracious
reader, a veterinarian and
a passionate writer, she
has won accolades as a singer
as well.
During the launch, Atray
said, “Rana is a perfect
example of an empowered
woman. While women like
Alia Bhatt and Mary Kom are
popular, not every other
woman can relate to them. On
the other hand, Rana is the
girl-next-door that they can
take inspiration from and
relate to.”

– Subhashree Nanda

SHAHEERSHEIKH
WANTSTOTURN
DIRECTOR

Sheikh has
written and
conceptualised
a story and
wants to
develop it into a
digital series

Kavita Awaasthi

haheer Sheikh is
enjoying being part of an
ongoing TV drama, a
contemporary love
story, but he admits that the
new show was not in his
agenda for this year. He
reveals that he was working
on another project after his
historical drama Dastaan-EMohabbat: Salim Anarkali
ended.
Shaheer says, “Since Salim
Anarkali’s conclusion, I have
been writing and
conceptualising a story and
had been hoping that it
materialises into a digital
series, when I got the offer for
my new TV show. I knew that I
wouldn’t be able to shoot or
work on my show, if I was
already acting in another
one.”
The Kuch Rang Pyaar Ke
Aise Bhi actor, who became a
household name with his TV
show Navya, is keen to get
behind the camera. He says, “I
hope to direct the show I am
working on. There are a lot of
genres in Indian
entertainment that are
untouched and I wish to
explore them. They are certain
kinds of TV shows that I like to
watch. Every day, after work, I
watch an episode or two of
them and they refresh my
mind and help me de-stress
after a long day’s work. They
help me sleep with a smile and

S

AS AN ACTOR,
THERE IS
NOTHING MORE
GRATIFYING THAN
FINDING YOUR
IDENTITY. I
COULDN’T BE
HAPPIER THAT
SONAM HAS
FOUND THAT FOR
HERSELF.

I WAS IN THE
MIDDLE OF MY
LAW DEGREE TO
BECOME AN IAS
OFFICER, WHEN I
MOVED TO
MUMBAI TO
PURSUE ACTING. I
KNOW I WOULD
HAVE BEEN A
GOOD ONE.

ANILKAPOOR,
ACTOR

YAMIGAUTAM,
ACTOR

TWITTER TWATTER

CELEBRATION
@mrsfunnybones: It’s a
big day for #KaranKapadia
and us.I don’t know if
heaven exists-but if it does
then his mother Simple will
be very proud watching her
son who was a little boy
when she left,all grown up

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
0908 Project A
1104 Justice League Dark
1229 Justice League
1437 Once Upon A Time In
China II
1641 The Tuxedo
1838 Kong Skull Island
2045 Batman Begins
SONY PIX
0942 Hulk
1242 The Mummy Returns
1525 Man of Steel
1828 The Conjuring 2
2114 Lucy
2300 Harry Potter & The
Goblet of Fire

make me feel good about life. I
would want to make a feelgood show. Almost everyone I
know has seen and loved the
sitcom, Friends. Why?
Because, the show is fun,

makes people happy, makes
them look at the brighter side
of life and feel positive. I would
want to create such a show
that does all that and more.”
n

STAR MOVIES
0900 Ice Age: Dawn of The
Dinosaurs
1100 Home Alone
1300 Titanic
1700 Trolls
1900 Hot Shots! Part Deux
2100 Cinderella

and making a life for himself
today
@ayushmannk: Happy
bday @KapilSharmaK9. Paaji
tussi bina interaction de
chale gaye us din stage ton. I
thought we will have our
moment after my
acceptance speech. Have a
great year ahead. See you
soon!

WB
0956 Monkey Trouble
1302 The Ring Two
1453 Battle Earth
1617 Dolphin Tale 2
1808 Dance Flick
1922 Mean Machine
2101 Brick Mansions
& PICTURES
0959 God Tussi Great Ho
1312 Mann
1701 Singh Is Bliing
2000 Genius
2313 Godzilla
SONY MAX
1200 Sui Dhaaga
1500 Dangerous Khiladi 4
1800 Terror
2000 Therii
ZEE CINEMA
1143 Surya The Soldier
1458 Bengal Tiger
1733 Surya Ki Gang
2000 Jaanwar
2333 Masss

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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‘Bollywood audiences
don’t just watch masala,
appreciate indie films too’
Actor Mrunal
Thakur made her
international
debut with Love
Sonia (2018),
which premiered
at the London
Indian Film
Festival
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Rishabh Suri
he is all set to make her
presence felt in Bollywood
with two big films
releasing this year — Batla
House and Super 30. Actor
Mrunal Thakur, however, says
things in Bollywood aren’t the
same for a newcomer, as they
used to be before .
“Things have completely
changed in Bollywood. This is a
different era. When it comes to
Bollywood, audiences are
smart. They don’t just watch
masala films, they also
appreciate films such as Raazi
(2018), which wasn’t [masala
film]. They also appreciate
independent films,” she says.
Mrunal’s acting debut was
Love Sonia (2018), but Super 30
with Hrithik Roshan will mark
her Bollywood debut. She
hasn’t taken the conventional
route of taking up a run-of-themill film as her debut, which
might have meant a wider
acceptance. “When it comes to
debut and choosing projects,
people told me it’s important
for you to choose a ‘light
project, a nice rom-com’ but for
me it was very important to
break the stereotype of a TV
actor, I was carrying,” she says.
Mrunal explains, “The
audience, including
filmmakers, had seen me
performing over-the-top roles.
Nobody has seen me in a
conventional role, in a role
where I had to be just raw, very
simple, naïve, innocent, and at
the same time, unapologetic.
When people saw Love Sonia,
the feedback was mixed. Some
said ‘I don’t believe Mrunal can
act so differently, we were
convinced that she is a village
girl’. It was a huge compliment
to break that stereotype, that
Mrunal Thakur can only
perform bubbly or happy
characters.”
Mrunal admits that she was
typecast as a bubbly girl in
television shows. “I felt
typecast in this ‘bubbly girl’
image. I didn’t want to [restrict
myself], that’s the reason I
chose to do Super 30, which is
completely different.
Unfortunately, we live in a
society where we get
stereotyped, and the more we
get comfortable in our skin or
in particular kind of roles,
somewhere down the line, it’s
us to be blamed. Hum nikalte hi
nahi comfort zone se. I had to
push myself in order to come
across as a versatile actor,”
Mrunal signs off.

S

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Hasta la vista? Not yet, baby: Arnie back as the
Terminator A
rnold Schwarzenegger
and Linda Hamilton, the
stars of the 1984
blockbuster The Terminator
took centre stage at the
annual movie industry
convention CinemaCon, to
delight fans with footage of
the sixth entry in the sci-fi
action franchise.
“I’m so excited to have
everyone back. Jim Cameron
and Linda Hamilton, the
whole team is back together,”
said Schwarzenegger,
introducing his co-star and
the legendary director of the
original, who takes producing
duties this time around, with
Deadpool director Tim Miller
directing.
“It’s where it all began in
1984, and it changed my life,”
the 71-year-old Hollywood
star and erstwhile politician
added.
The latest instalment, due

Arnold Schwarzenegger (left)
and Linda Hamilton (inset)

in November, is being
tipped to get the $1.8
billion franchise
back on track
after three
releases that
made money
but
disappointed
critics.
The
original and
its sequel,
Terminator 2:
Judgement Day
(1991), enjoy
average ratings of
100% and 93% on Rotten
Tomatoes. Such was the
cultural cachet of those films
that Schwarzenegger was
dubbed ‘the Governator’
when he parlayed his
Hollywood fame into success
on the political stage. Titled
Terminator: Dark Fate, the
latest film picks up where
Judgement Day left off.
Hamilton, 62, told fans

playing Sarah Connor, a wideeyed ingenue who turned into
one of cinema’s most
recognisable action heroes
and a feminist icon, had
changed her life. “I can’t wait
to share this movie with all of
you,” she told the audience at
CinemaCon.

AFP

Stop that work, work,
work: RiRi is coming!
ndian Rihanna fans, you are
in for a treat! The Barbadian
singer-songwriter is all set
to come to Mumbai as a part of
her world tour on October 19
this year. While there have
always been many
speculations about her visit to
the country, like in 2017, it
was said that she will be
visiting India in 2018, things
never materialised.
This will, therefore, be the
first time that the Diamonds
and Unfaithful hitmaker will
be performing here.
A source confirms to us,
“Yes. RiRi (as she is fondly
called by her fans) will be
coming to India for the first
time and performing in
Mumbai.”
In the recent past, many
musicians have made India,
and particularly Mumbai, as
one of their tour stops.
Singer Justin Bieber was in
the city in 2017, while the
band Coldplay performed a
full set in India for the first
time as part of the Global

I

Citizen Festival in 2016.
The Chainsmokers and DJ
KSHMR have performed in
the country.
Rihanna is one of the most
popular Grammy-award
winning musicians, who has
won 9 Grammys, 12 Billboard
Music Awards and 13
American Music Awards till
date.
HTC

THE DIAMONDS AND
UNFAITHFUL
HITMAKER IS ALL SET
TO COME TO MUMBAI
AS A PART OF HER
WORLD TOUR ON
OCTOBER 19 THIS
YEAR
This will be singer-songwriter,
Rihanna’s first time in India
PHOTO: SIMON DAWSON/REUTERS
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‘I’VEHEARDSCARY
STORIESABOUT
CHILDACTORS’

Shweta Basu
Prasad

Yogesh Tripathi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
YOGESH.TRIPATHI78

Shweta Basu Prasad says her parents were sensible to take
her out of the spotlight and focus on her education instead
Rishabh Suri
he was a famous child
artist when she decided
to take a break from it
all. Rather, Shweta Basu
Prasad’s parents made her do
it. She tells us, “It’s been a long
gap since I did a film. After
Makdee (2002) and Iqbal (2005),
I finished my graduation. So
much has changed. Earlier,
people used to compete over
foreign locations, stars and
budgets, now it’s content. A
big credit goes to the audience.
Films like Andhadhun and
Simmba are doing well,
critically and commercially.
The industry is evolving.”

S

Shweta was last seen in a
supporting role in Badrinath
Ki Dulhania (2017), but will be
seen in a leading role after a
long time, in The Tashkent
Files. Asked if it was the lack
of good offers or a conscious
decision not to return with a
masala film, she says, “A bit of
both honestly. I did Iqbal, then
my parents were strict about
my education. They asked me
to finish my graduation, go
abroad, take a job, whatever.
When I was 15, I was taken out
of the limelight by my parents.
They said ‘no’ to Rajkumar
Santoshi’s Halla Bol (2008) and
Madhur Bhandarkar’s Traffic
Signal (2007), and it takes a lot

for parents to say that when
you have done a film like Iqbal
and people are offering
projects. I have heard scary
stories about child actors, but
my parents were sensible.”
Shweta says acting was
always on her wish list. “I won
the National Award when 12, I
knew that as an adult acting is
an eventuality. People would
come up to me and say ‘when
are you acting next?’ I went
behind the camera, produced a
short film, worked with (the
now dissolved) Phantom Films
as a script consultant. Not
doing films was kind of my
decision,” Shweta adds.
n

hat stage gives
performers a real high is
something most actors
have expressed. Perhaps
that’s why actor Shashank
Vyas, who has had a tryst
with the stage in his school
and college days, is keen on
exploring theatre once again.
“When I did theatre, they
were mostly comic roles. But
now, I surely want to explore
other genres. I feel I still have
stage fright and it’s time that I

T

get rid of it,” says the actor,
who feels theatre helps actors
to hone their skills.
Among his favourite
theatre personalities are
actors Pankaj Kapoor, Shah
Rukh Khan, Surekha Sikri
and Naseeruddin Shah. But
Surekha Sikri is someone he
feels a connect to.
“All these actors and many
others have done theatre and
there is so much to learn from
them. I think theatre is basic
schooling for any actor,” says
Shashank, before he goes on

to talk about his bond with
Surekha Sikri in particular,
with whom he has worked
with in his debut TV show,
Balika Vadhu.
“I had worked with her for
five consecutive years and I
know how mind-blowing she
is in whatever she does. She
has literally given everything
to her craft. She is an
institution. Many fellow
actors can learn from her and
I myself have picked up a lot
too,” he adds.
Shashank also calls

any reach Mumbai to
pursue their acting
dream but only a few are
able to carve a niche for
themselves. Actor Yogesh
Tripathi is one such actor who
left no stone unturned to make
his dream come true and prove
those wrong who called him
“not a hero material”.
“After giving thousands of
auditions, I got my first break.
Whenever I would stand in a
queue for auditions, they used
to reject me right away seeing
my ‘normal look’. Next day, I
went for the same audition
oiling my hair and wearing a
half shirt and pant, they
accepted me for the same part.
I realised that agar bhikari ka
role hai and bhikari jaise nahi
dikh rahe toh kaise chalega,”
Yogesh recalls.
Having played a comic role
in over 60-70 advertisements,
Yogesh says it wasn’t easy for

himself a self-professed fan of
Naseeruddin Shah and says
that he has watched a lot of
his films and seen him
performing on stage. “I would
want to work with Mr
Naseeruddin Shah. I look up
to him as an artist who loves
and has given so much to his
craft. I just hope that this
wish gets fulfilled soon,” says
Shashank, adding that he
plans to meet Shah and train
under him before venturing
into theatre.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Shashank Vyas

Sangeeta Yadav

M

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Shashank keen on doing theatre again
Shreya Mukherjee

‘IwastoldI’mnot
heromaterial’

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

him to get through the
audition. “Bahut mehnat hoti
hai, bhaag daud kerke three to
four buses change karke we
used to reach the audition
venue only to hear woh role
apke layak nahi tha. You
return disappointed. It used to
happen always,” Yogesh
recalls.
He faced so many rejections
but never let that affect him. “I
used to go and watch movie
after hearing a “No” from the
casting director. I used to
watch three movies a day and
over 200 movies a month.
That’s how I used to divert my
mind. I used to observe a lot of
comic tricks and get more
ideas. I used to imbibe
different aspects from various
roles I have seen in films, be it
about eating paan or the way
of speaking and walking. We
used to enjoy our struggle
phase and never took that
negatively,” Yogesh says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Sam Smith celebrates his body with ‘naked day’ Weisz in talks for major role in superhero movie
inger Sam Smith shed his
clothes for a “naked selfie”
as he urges fans to
embrace their “beautiful
human bodies”. The singer has
had struggles with body image.
Last month, he revealed that he
underwent liposuction surgery
at the age of 12 after being
targeted by bullies.
According to reports, Smith,
26, shared a topless selfie with
his 12 million Instagram
followers and said he spent the
day naked to “celebrate this
bod.”
He wrote, “For my entire life
I have always hated
being naked. Today, I
decided to have a naked day

S

and spend the day in my
room and watch TV and
read and eat what I want
and just celebrate this bod.
It has been so empowering and
wonderful and f***ing fun. I
think everyone should have a
naked day once in a while and
celebrate that beautiful human
body of yours.” The Stay With
Me hitmaker was praised by
IANS
fans for his bold move.

THE SINGER HAS HAD
STRUGGLES WITH
BODY IMAGE

Sam
Smith
PHOTO: AP

scar-winner Rachel
Weisz is in negotiations
for a key role in Scarlett
Johansson-fronted Black
Widow film. According to
reports, the talks with the 49year-old actor, who was
recently nominated for an
Oscar for her performance in
Yorgos Lanthimos’ The
Favourite, are in the early
stages. Stranger Things
star David Harbour is also
in talks to board the cast,
which also includes the
Outlaw King (2018) actor,
Florence Pugh.
The highly anticipated
superhero movie will star
Johansson as Romanova aka

O

Black Widow, an agent of the
fictional spy agency,
S.H.I.E.L.D and a member of
the superhero team, the
Avengers. After Captain
Marvel, Black Widow is the
second female-led superhero
project in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe. The
shooting is scheduled to begin
in London, UK, this June.
Australian film-maker
Cate Shorthand of Nazi drama
Lore fame, is set to direct the
film. Jac Schaeffer has
written the recent draft for
the film.
The production house is yet
to confirm the casting.

Rachel
Weisz
PHOTO: AFP

PTI

Caught on Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/VIRAT.KOHLI

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ALIFAZAL9

Cricketer Virat Kohli and actor Ali Fazal show how to do weights
right. These ‘dumdaar’ posts might just give you enough
motivation to go back to the gym in case you have been
skipping your workout sessions.
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