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PRINCE WILLIAM COMPLETES THREE-WEEK
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BJP, Congress release
their campaign themes
WAR OF THE SLOGANS It’s ‘Phir Ek Baar, Modi Sarkar’ versus ‘Ab Hoga NYAY’
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: 2019’s battle of the campaigns will be between the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) “Phir
Ek Baar, Modi Sarkar” (A Modi
government again) versus the
Congress’s “Ab Hoga NYAY”
(Justice now, but also a play on
the party’s promised income
guarantee scheme NYAY), with
both parties announcing their
campaign themes in the Capital
on Sunday.
Both launches come just four
days before the first phase of polling.
The Congress’s campaign
theme was announced by the
party’s chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala at a conference
that also featured other party
leaders, including Anand
Sharma and Pawan Khera.
The BJP’s slogan was
announced by the head of its publicity committee, Union finance
minister Arun Jaitley, in a conference that featured, among others, Union minister Piyush Goyal
and BJP general secretary Bhupender Yadav.
The BJP’s campaign would
have sub-themes, Jaitley said at
the conference: “Kaam Karnewali Sarkar” (A government that
works); “Imaandar Sarkar” (A
government that is honest); and
“Bade Faisele Lenewali Sarkar”
(A government that takes big
decisions).
The Congress’s creative campaign places party president

Pak says it has intel of
possible Indian attack
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

Mayawati

ONLY WE CAN
CHALLENGE BJP,
SAYS MAYA AT
UP OPPN RALLY
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com,

DEOBAND: Uttar Pradesh’s Oppo-

n

(L) Congress leaders Anand Sharma and Randeep Surjewala and (R) Union finance minister and senior
BJP leader Arun Jaitley during the launch of their parties’ election themes on Sunday. PTI/ARVIND YADAV/HT

Rahul Gandhi at the core of the
theme. “It reflects his personal
style which is informal, real and
helps him connect easily and genuinely with people... Simplicity,
genuineness, honesty as opposed
to hollow, empty slogans and fake
promises is the approach the Congress publicity campaign takes,”
Sharma said at the news conference.
Both parties also released their
theme songs for 2019 on Sunday.
The Congress’s official campaign
song has lyrics by Javed Akhtar
and conceptualised by filmmaker
Nikhil Advani. The party ran into
trouble with the Election Commission of India on Saturday,
with the poll watchdog objecting
to certain words in the song. Sen-

ior party leaders said the concerned lyrics were removed by
the party late on Saturday.
The BJP’s campaign song
raised issues of corruption and
development efforts while asking
voters to ensure another term for
the Narendra Modi-led government.
While launching the campaign
theme, Jaitley said the choice for
people in the elections will be
between the “cohesive and
tested” government of PM Modi
and “chaos and mahamilawat”
offered by the Opposition.
He said people have to decide
between a government led by one
captain or a team of 11 players,
and that of 40 captains. His
party’s campaign with the tag

line of “Phir ek bar, Modi sarkar”
(Modi government, once more)
will centre on the Modi’s fiveyear performance, including on
the national security front, “honesty”, and his ability to take big
decisions, among other issues,
Jaitley added.
The poor, the middle class and
the neo-middle class will be at the
centre of the BJP’s electioneering, Jaitley said, and took a swipe
at the Congress for “not even saying a word” on the emerging middle-class when it launched its
manifesto.
The Union minister said these
promises are not for future as the
government has fulfilled them in
its five-year term.
(With inputs from PTI)

sition alliance held its first joint
rally on Sunday, launching a
scathing attack on both the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Congress, which, it
said, was out to divide votes in
the politically crucial state that
sends 80 members to the Lok
Sabha.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
leader Mayawati, Samajwadi
Party leader Akhilesh Yadav
and Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
leader Ajit Singh put up a show of
strength in Saharanpur district,
which will vote in the first phase
of the Lok Sabha elections on
April 11, and sounded confident
of throwing a strong challenge to
BJP, which alone won 71 seats in
the state in the 2014 elections.
“The Congress is not strong
enough to give a tough fight to
BJP. Only the grand alliance
can,” said Mayawati, who
addressed the rally first. “The
Congress has this realisation.
But they think... the alliance
should not win. They have given
tickets on caste and religious calculations to help the BJP,” she
››P10
said.

shortstories

DAY 1 OF CIVILIAN TRAFFIC BAN ON J&K HIGHWAY

I-T RAIDS ON NATH
ASSOCIATES
NEW DELHI/BHOPAL: Income tax
officials launched nationwide
raids on Sunday, targeting at
least four dozen locations in
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi, all
residences and offices of people
linked to chief minister Kamal
Nath. Those raided include Nath’s
former officer on special duty
(OSD) Pravin Kakkar, former
advisor Rajendra Miglani and
executives linked to his brotherin-law’s firm Moser Baer and his
nephew Ratul Puri’s company,
Hindustan Powerprojects Pvt Ltd,
I-T and finance ministry
officials said on condition of
anonymity.
››P11

Ranike is SAD pick
from Faridkot
CHANDIGARH : The SAD on
Sunday announced ex-minister
and its scheduled caste (SC) wing
president Gulzar Singh Ranike as
its candidate from the Faridkot
parliamentary constituency.
Ranike (61) was chosen over
former MLA and retired Punjab
and Haryana high court judge
Nirmal Singh and Joginder Singh
Punjgrian who recently joined
SAD after quitting the Congress.
He made the cut as he is believed
to have a stranglehold on the
Dalit community which has a
sizeable presence in the segment.
Besides, the four-time MLA from
Attari is a confidante of the Badal
››P3
family.

Modi to take a call this
week on visiting UAE
NEW DELHI: With 115 Lok Sabha
seats — the most in any phase in
this summer’s parliamentary
elections — including all 26 from
his home state Gujarat set to go
to the polls on April 23, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will have
to take a call this week on
whether he inaugurates the first
Hindu Temple in Abu Dhabi
by video, or in person on April
HTC
19-20.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi on
Sunday cited “reliable intelligence” and claimed that India
could “stage a Pulwama-style”
attack in Kashmir to justify
another “military adventure”
against his country.
He warned “any Indian aggression will have serious consequences” as Islamabad would be left
with no other option but to
respond.
India rejected the statement as
“irresponsible and preposterous” with a “clear objective of
whipping up war hysteria”.
“India reserves the right to
respond firmly and decisively to
any cross border terrorist
attack,” said external affairs ministry spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar. “This public gimmick
appears to be a call to Pakistanbased terrorists to undertake a
terror attack in India.”
At a press conference earlier in
Multan, Qureshi insisted they
“have reliable intelligence that,
between 16th and 20th April,
India may carry out an attack
against Pakistan”.
Kumar said it has been made
clear to Pakistan that it cannot

EC: Enforcement
agencies must act
in neutral manner
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The election commission (EC) said on Sunday all
“enforcement actions” during the
election period should be “absolutely neutral, impartial and nondiscriminatory”, an advisory
that came amid allegations by
some opposition parties that the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is using central agencies to
intimidate its political opponents.
In a press note issued on Sunday evening, the election watchdog said: “Use of money power
with the intention of influencing
voter behaviour is one of the biggest challenges for the conduct of
free, fair, ethical and credible
elections, in the process undermining the very fabric of our
democracy.”
Cash, illegal liquor and drugs
valued at about ₹1,460 crore have
been seized across India since the
schedule for this summer’s Lok
Sabha elections was announced,
according to official data quoted

SAYS USE OF MONEY
POWER TO WOO VOTERS
IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST
CHALLENGES FOR
CONDUCT OF FREE AND
FAIR ELECTIONS
by the Press Trust of India.
“The Election Commission
would like to strongly advise that
all enforcement actions during
the election period, even when
conducted ruthlessly with a view
to curb this blatant electoral malpractice, should be
absolutely neutral, impartial and
non-discriminatory,” it added.
Karnataka chief minister HD
Kumaraswamy and senior leaders of the Congress-Janata Dal
(Secular) ruling coalition
recently protested against what
they said was “high-handedness”
by the central government after a
state minister said the income tax
department had conducted a raid
on his house.

Flight booking call
helped NIA track
Pak terror suspect
NEWDELHI: It was a call to the Inter-

active Voice Response system of
Emirates Airlines in Dubai about
a flight booking, but it provided
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) with a crucial evidence to nail a Pakistani national,
Dubai-based Mohammad Kamran, as the head of the Lashkar-eTaiba’s funding activities in
India. This is perhaps the first
time an enquiry with an airline’s
automated system is being used
by the agency for such a purpose.
Two weeks ago, NIA filed a
charge sheet naming Kamran,
Delhi-based Mohammad Salman
and Rajasthan-based Mohammad Salim, for conspiring to create logistics bases and sleeper
cells for LeT’s financial arm,
Falah-i-Insaniyat Foundation, in
Delhi and Haryana in the garb of
religious work. Salman, who was
receiving instructions and funds
from Dubai, and Salim were
arrested in September 2018.
According to NIA, forensic
experts confirmed that Kamran’s
voice on the CD and the Emirates
IVR recording matched, as did
Mehmood’s voice on the CD and a
YouTube video.
››P9

absolve itself of responsibility of
a cross border terrorist attack in
India. “No attempt at creating an
alibi for its complicity in such
attacks will succeed,’’ he said.
Kumar said Pakistan needs to
take “credible and irreversible
steps” against terrorism operating from all territories under its
control “rather than making hysterical statements to obfuscate
the core issue that bedevils our
region: cross- border terrorism”.
He added Pakistan has been
advised to use established diplomatic channels to share any
actionable and credible intelligence it has about imminent terror attacks. Qureshi’s claim

Police on Sunday booked a former Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) sarpanch for allegedly crushing to death a Congress leader. The deceased, Navdeep Singh, was sarpanch of village Riar Patti under
Qadian police station. Two of Navdeep Singh’s companions were
also grievously injured in the incident.
››P6

›

India reserves the
right to respond firmly
and decisively to any
cross-border terrorist
attack. This public gimmick
appears to be a call to
Pakistan-based terrorists
to undertake a terror
attack in India
RAVEESH KUMAR, MEA spokesman

came around two months after
India carried out an airstrike on a
Pakistani terror camp on February 26 in retaliation to the attack
that left 40 paramilitary troopers
dead in Pulwama district on February 14.
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad claimed responsibility
for the attack. Indian and Pakistani jets were involved in air
combat as Pakistan retaliated to
the strike on February 27. India
has maintained it shot down a
Pakistani F-16 fighter jet while
Pakistan captured Indian pilot
Abhinandan Varthaman after
the combat before releasing him
on March 1.

Congress rules out
alliance with AAP
in Punjab, Haryana
IANS
n

Kerala tourist,
pilot dead in Kullu
paragliding crash
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: A Kerala tourist and a

A soldier stands guard at the highway on the outskirts of Srinagar on Sunday. The government has banned civilian traffic on the
Srinagar-Jammu highway two days a week, Sunday and Wednesday, for safe passage of security convoys. The Day 1 of ban left
WASEEM ANDRABI/HT
hundreds of passengers stranded, triggering outrage. >>P7

MEHMOOD QURESHI, Pak minister

CONG SARPANCH KILLED, 6 BOOKED

n

n

›

We have reliable
intelligence that
between 16th and 20th
April, India may carry out
an attack against
Pakistan... The purpose of
such a sinister plan is to
put diplomatic pressure on
Pakistan

mustread
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‘Impatience could trigger
war-like situation’
NEW DELHI: The general who
oversaw the Indian Army’s 2016
surgical strikes in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir has warned that
“growing Indian impatience” and
a strong response to terror
incidents could escalate the
conflict to a war-like situation,
adding the country should not
rule out dialogue with the
neighbour. In a 41-page report on
India’s National Security Strategy
authored for the Congress party,
former Northern Army Commander Lieutenant General DS
Hooda said the events following
the February 14 Pulwama suicide
attack “carry the risk of escalation
and this needs to be factored into
››P8
our future plans.”

n

pilot died in a paragliding crash
in Himachal Pradesh’s Kullu district on Sunday.
The tourist, Altho Bachu, died
on the spot, whereas paragliding
pilot Naresh Kumar succumbed
to his injuries in a hospital, Kullu
superintendent of police Shalini
Agnihotri said.
The incident took place
around 9.45 am near Dobhi village in Naggar area, 19 km from
the district headquarters.
According to the police, preliminary probe has revealed that the
pilot lost control over the glider
while performing a stunt up in
the air.
“The pilot went for a stunt
‘bingo’ during the ride but failed
to execute it owing to strong

PRELIMINARY PROBE
HAS REVEALED THAT
THE PILOT LOST
CONTROL OVER THE
GLIDER WHILE
PERFORMING A STUNT
winds. He lost control over the
paraglider which came crashing
down,” said Patlikuhal police
station in-charge Daya Ram Thakur who is investigating the matter.
The bodies were sent for postmortem and the families of the
deceased have been informed, he
added. A case has been registered under Sections 304A (causing death by negligence) and 337
(endangering life by rash or negligently act) of the Indian Penal
Code, said the SP.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI :The Congress on Sun-

day ruled out alliance with
Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in Haryana and Punjab
and said that it was yet to reach a
decision on forming an alliance
with AAP in the national capital
for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.
“There is no alliance talk with
AAP or any other party either in
Haryana or in Punjab. We will
soon announce our candidates
for the two states,” Congress
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewala told reporters.
Surjewala also said the Congress has not yet reached a decision on forging an alliance with
the AAP in Delhi.
The AAP had said that it will
enter into an alliance with the
Congress in Delhi only if the latter agreed for the same in Haryana and backed its demand for
full statehood to Delhi.
These two conditions were
decided on Saturday at a meeting
between AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal and senior party leaders
Sanjay Singh, Manish Sisodia
and Gopal Rai.
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi had on Saturday discussed the issue with senior
party leaders, including Delhi
Congress President and former
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit.

I N KO H I M A

Veteran recalls WW II battle on emotional return
Sadiq Naqvi
n

Syed.Sadiq@htlive.com

KOHIMA (NAGALAND): On April 4,
Richard Dey, a 92-year-old
World War II veteran,
returned to the scene of what
some consider the bloodiest
and fiercest battle of the Second World War, the Battle of
Kohima, after seven decades.
It is a battle that is believed to
have halted Japan’s march in
South Asia.
Dey, who now lives in London, remembers the bloody
battle between the Allies and
the Japanese army on the
Naga Hills in April 1944; April
4 marked the 75th anniversary of the battle.
He doesn’t want to talk
about it, though.
“It was a very lump in the
throat kind of a morning,”
Dey said of Friday, when he
laid a wreath at the Kohima
War Cemetery. “Have you
seen animals being run over?
The sight of humans dying in
war is no better. We soldiers
don’t like to recount it.”
When he fought the battle,
in 1944, Dey was a man-child,
a little over 18 years old.

n

Richard Dey (C) at the Kohima War Cemetery.

He was part of the Royal
Welch Fusiliers assigned to
the Second Division.
He left the country in 1946.
The Battle of Kohima saw
over 11,000 casualties; more
than half from the Japanese
forces and the rest from the
British and Indian forces.
Dey said that back then, he
arrived in Kohima as part of
the reinforcements. “We were
part of the relief force from the
second division which came
to help the men under siege.”
“Kohima is still very

SADIQ NAQVI/HT

grubby,” remarked Dey at the
cemetery. “I would have
imagined it to be cleaner, but
it is still very untidy.”
On Friday, a band of the
Assam Rifles played at the
event, which saw visitors,
including the British high
commissioner to India and
the Japanese ambassador to
India. The event is part of a
year-long commemoration of
the anniversary of a battle
which ended in June 1944.
Back then, Dey travelled
four days in a train from Bom-

bay to Ranchi before being
sent up to Kohima. “In Ranchi, there were four days of
jungle training. There would
be cardboard cutouts with
Japanese faces hanging on the
trees and we would take potshots at them,” he said.
“I wonder how we did it,”
he added, of the battle. “How
did we climb these hills even
as we were being shot at all
the time?”
“In the car, seeing the jungles and the hills, I was
reminded of how we would
cross them as we moved about
up and down from Dimapur,”
he said.
Dey is grateful to the Nagas,
some of whom helped the
Allied forces. “Had it not been
for them picking up the rifles,
I would not have been here.”
Nagas fought on both sides
with some helping the Allied
forces while others, including
AZ Phizo, regarded as the
father of the Naga national
movement, were with the Japanese in a quest for liberation
from the British. The Indian
National Army’s Subhas
Chandra Bose was also on the
side of the Japanese.
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

ThisPanthiccitadelsettosee
locals-versus-outsiderscontest
KHADOOR SAHIB SEAT Akali Dal, SAD (Taksali) fail to pick candidates from within the constituency
Surjit Singh
n

surjit.singh@htlive.com

AMRITSAR : With the parliamen-

tary poll campaign hotting up in
Punjab, the Khadoor Sahib seat,
long known as a Panthic stronghold, is all set to witness a fourcornered contest wherein two of
the four main candidates are
from outside the constituency.
Since 1977, voters of the segment (earlier Tarn Taran) have
elected candidates of the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), except in
1992 when the party boycotted
the Lok Sabha polls.
While Congress candidate
Jasbir Singh Gill ‘Dimpa’, who
was elected as Beas MLA in 2002
but lost in 2007, is a local as he
hails from Lidhar village near
Rayya in the Baba Bakala (formerly Beas) assembly segment,
the SAD nominee, Bibi Jagir
Kaur, belongs to Kapurthala district’s Begowal village which is
part of the Hoshiarpur constituency.
Jagir Kaur is quick to dismiss
the ‘outsider’ tag.

n

Paramjit Kaur Khalra, PDA

“I want to tell those who are
calling me an outsider that this
segment was my ‘karambhoomi’
(place where one works or has
worked). I was closely associated
with the segment when I headed
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
president that observed the 400
martyrdom of fifth Sikh master
Guru Arjan Dev atTarn Taran in
2004,” Bibi is telling people while
addressing poll gatherings in the
constituency.
Like Dimpa, Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA) nominee
Paramjit Kaur Khalra, widow of

n

Jasbir Dimpa, Congress

slain human rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra, is also a local
as she belongs to Khalra village
in the Khemkaran assembly segment of Tarn Taran district.
Like SAD, its breakaway faction Shiromani Akali Dal (Taksali) has not fielded its candidate
from within the constituency
that straddles the Majha, Doaba
and Malwa belts.
The party nominee, General
JJ Singh (retd), is from Patiala
district. The splinter group
president and sitting MP Ranjit
Singh Brahmpura is from the
segment.

n

Gen JJ Singh, SAD (Taksali)

VICTIMS OF MILITANCY,
POLICE EXCESSES ARE
FACE-TO-FACE
Interestingly, the contest in the
seat is also going to be between
victims of Sikh militancy and
those of the counter-insurgency
operations.
Dimpa was injured by militants in 1987 when he was going
to his native village. Earlier, his
father, and Beas MLA, Sant
Singh was shot dead by militants
in April 1986, when he was
returning home after paying
obeisance at a gurdwara.
On the other hand, Bibi

n

Bibi Jagir Kaur, SAD

Khalra’s husband Jaswant
Singh Khalra was allegedly kidnapped and killed by cops after
he uncovered gross violations of
human rights committed by the
Punjab Police on the pretext of
rooting out militancy of which
this constituency was a hotbed.
While Khalra is raising the
issues of human rights violations in Punjab in the past,
Dimpa is raking up the sacrilege
and drugs issues.
TaksalisareholdingbothSAD
and Congress responsible for
degeneration of Panthic values
among the Sikhs.

People should vote
for those against
war, says SAD(A)

Ranike is SAD pick from Faridkot

HT Correspondent

Akali Dal (SAD) on Sunday
announced former minister and
its scheduled caste (SC) wing
president Gulzar Singh Ranike
as its candidate from the Faridkot parliamentary constituency.
Ranike (61) was chosen over
former MLA and retired Punjab
and Haryana high court judge
Nirmal Singh and Joginder
Singh Punjgrian who recently
joined SAD after quitting the
Congress. He made the cut as he
is believed to have a stranglehold
on the Dalit community which
has a sizeable presence in the
segment. Besides, the four-time
MLA from Attari is a confidante
of the Badal family.
Ranike is pitted against
former MLA Mohammad Sadique of the Congress and sitting
MP Sadhu Singh of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP). Ranike and
Sadique are from outside the
constituency.
SAD president Sukhbir Badal
is believed to have experimented
by bringing in Ranike to Faridkot to reign in infighting in the
party and bring the local flock
together.
“The party had detailed dis-

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Shiromani Akali Dal

(Amritsar) president Simranjit
Singh Mann on Sunday said his
party will appeal to people
in Punjab to vote for candidates
from parties, other than
the Congress and the SAD-BJP,
who are against war with Pakistan.
Addressing a press conference in Bathinda, Mann
said people should vote for the
candidates including two candidates of his party, other than
these three parties who want
peace and say no to war with
Pakistan.
Mann is SAD (A) candidate
from Sangrur while Gusewak
Singh Jawaharke is party nominee from Bathinda.
He said both Narendra Modiled National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government
at the Centre and Punjab
chief minister Amarinder Singh
are favouring war with Pakistan but it’s Punjab that will
have to bear the brunt if war
breaks out.

HT Correspondent
n

HE HAS A TOUGH TASK AT HAND

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Parteek Singh Mahal

CHANDIGARH : The Shiromani

n

parteek.singh@htlive.com

FARIDKOT: Shiromani Akali

n

Gulzar Singh Ranike

cussions and then decided to
field Ranike from the segment as
he was seen as the best option
keeping in mind the present scenario,” said party spokesman
Daljit Singh Cheema.
Ranike said, “I am not new to
the constituency. I have been
visiting the entire state as the SC
wing head of my party. I am a
consensus candidate and therefore I am confident of a good
result.”
“The desecration incidents
were condemnable and the culprits should be punished,” he
added. With this, the party has
announced seven candidates of a
total of 10 constituencies it contests in alliance with the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) that fights
from three seats — Amritsar,
Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur.
SAD is still to announce candi-

Dal (SAD) candidate from
Faridkot, Gulzar Singh Ranike, faces an uphill task in
the constituency that
remained the epicentre of
sacrilege and police firing
incidents in 2015.
Also, the four-time Attari
MLA is being seen as an outsider as he has been shifted
from Majha to Malwa.
The 2015 sacrilege and
police firing incidents dominated the poll narrative in
Faridkot during the 2017
assembly elections. Following a strong resentment
among people, SAD was
wiped out from all the nine
assembly segments of the
parliamentary constituency. Of these, six seats were
won by the Congress, while
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

dates for Bathinda, Ferozopur
and Ludhiana seats.
Sukhpal Khaira-led Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA) has

03

bagged three.
With a dent in its Panthic
appeal and vote bank, the
party has maintained a lowprofile in Bargari, Niamiwala, Sarawan, Burj Jawahar Singh Wala and Behbal
Kalan villages of Kotkapura
and Jaito. The recent moves
of the special investigation
team (SIT) probing the
police firing cases have
forced the Akali Dal to go on
defensive. The SIT recently
named former party MLA
Mantar Singh Brar as
accused in the Kotkapura
firing case.
“We will oppose the Akali
candidate as police firing
incidents took place at the
behest of the party. We will
question Ranike what they
have done to punish culprits,” said Sukhraj Singh,
son of Krishan Bhagwan
Singh who was killed in firing at Behbal Kalan.

DR GANDHI’S
PARTY GETS
MIKE SYMBOL
PATIALA: The Election Commis-

sion of India has registered AAP
rebel and sitting Patiala MP
Dharamvira Gandhi’s new political outfit Nava Punjab Party.
The commission has also allotted it the symbol microphone.
Jagdev Singh Grewal, president of the party, said the meeting of the state executive on
March 25 adopted the “declaration’ of Punjab Manch as its
political roadmap for building a
new Punjab. Grewal released the
declaration for public discussion.
Gandhi claimed that in contrast to the so-called established
parties, the Punjab Democratic
Alliance was the first one to take
out a common minimum programme for the Lok Sabha polls.
Gandhi called upon people of
Punjab to vote out the “corrupt
and arrogant Congress government who showed little care to
fulfil its poll promises of farmers’ loan waiver, ending drug
mafia and employment to every
HTC
household.

Development, not sacrilege
to be poll issue, says Sukhbir
BATHINDA : Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD) president Sukhbir Singh
Badal on Sunday said developmentinthestateduringprevious
the SAD-BJP government and
the present Congress governmentandnot sacrilegeincidents
will be main issue in the Lok
Sabha polls.
Talking to the media during a
meetingwithSADworkersofthe
Bathinda (Urban) assembly segment,SukhbirsaidtheCongress
did the biggest sacrilege by

attacking the Golden Temple
(Operation Bluestar), 1984 antiSikhriotsandfalseoathtakenby
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh before assembly polls
by swearing to “gutka sahib”.
“The Congress is trying to sell
the issue of sacrilege, but it
wouldn’t. People want practical
delivery things in the form of
development,” he said.
He said that in past one and
half month across the state, he
has seen strong resentment

against state government and
CaptainAmarinderhasprovedto
be most incompetent CM state
has ever seen.
“People will vote for a strong
Prime minister who has a vision
and plan, who can deliver, and
Narendra Modi fits on all these
parameters,” he said.
HesaidthatSADcorecommittee will meet on April 10 or 11
where decision will be taken
about candidates on remaining
HTC
seats.

fielded Mastar Baldev
Singh while the SAD (Taksali) is
still to announce its candidate on
the seat.

Sidhu to fire up Cong poll Dera seeks followers’
feedback before
campaign from April 10
backing any party
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Afterdenialofticket

tohiswifefromChandigarh,Punjab local bodies minister Navjot
Singh Sidhumet CongresspresidentRahulGandhilateonSaturday evening after the latter flew
back to New Delhi from Orissa.
In an hour-long meeting,
Sidhu is learnt to have discussed
the party’s campaign for the Lok
Sabha polls. On Sunday, he
tweeted: “The best way to discharge your duty is to dispense
withit.MetRahulji.Heaskedme
to campaign extensively and
meet Ahmad Patel.”
Sidhutweetedabout his meetingwithPateltooandsaidhewill
be in the line of duty for 40 days
from April 10. Patel is learnt to
have told Sidhu that he is in high
demandandthepartywouldneed
him to campaign with just oneday break in a week.

n

Punjab local bodies minister Navjot Singh Sidhu with Congress
HT PHOTO
president Rahul Gandhi in New Delhi.

Thoseprivytothediscussions
said Rahul and Sidhu discussed
party’s decision to field veteran
leader and former Union minister Pawan Kumar Bansal from
ChandigarhandSidhuassuredto
support Bansal’s campaign. On

whether his wife, Navjot Kaur,
wouldbeinterestedincontesting
from any of the remaining four
seatsinPunjab,Sidhuislearntto
have said that she was not keen
but would abide by the party’s
diktat.

SANGRUR/BATHINDA: With political
partiesin Punjabshying awayto
seek support from the SirsabasedDeraSachaSaudaaheadof
the Lok Sabha polls, the dera followers on Sunday gathered in
largenumbersinSangrur,Moga,
Patiala, Bathinda and Barnala
districts of the Malwa region to
observe its 71st foundation day.
It was the first huge gathering
of the dera followers in Punjab
after the conviction of theirhead
Gurmeet Ram Rahim in a rape
case by a Panchkula court on
August 25, 2017.
Though it was a show of
strength, the dera did not make
any announcement to support
any party in the Lok Sabha elections.Deraauthorities,however,
said the decision in this regard
wouldbetakenafterameetingof
its political affairs wing soon.
Ram Singh, member of dera’s

politicalwingsaidfeedbackofthe
followersisbeingtakeninviewof
upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
In Sangrur, the religious congregationwasheldinSunamand
Dhuri towns.
MohanSingh,amemberofthe
dera management, said: “The
decision to support a political
party will be taken with the consent of followers.”
The dera followers said that
theywillvoteforcandidateswho
promise to eradicate drug
menace and other evils from the
society. The speakers and members of political affairs wing
asked the followers to remain
unitedaheadofgeneralelections
inthecountry.“Itisnotapolitical
function, we have gathered to
observethefoundationdayofthe
dera,”saidHarinderMangwal,a
member of the 45-executive dera
HTC
committee of Punjab.
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htpunjab&haryana
shortstories
SEVEN ARRESTED
FOR BETTING
HISAR :The Sirsa police have
arrested seven persons for
betting on IPL matches from
Mandi Ellanabad area. CIA
in-charge Ravinder Kumar said,
“The accused have been identified as Manoj Singh, Karan Kumar,
Karan, Pawan Kumar, Parul Kumar,
Chandra Kant and Ghan Shyam, all
from Hanumangarh in Rajasthan.”
He said they have also seized
mobile phones, LEDs, voice
recorders and laptops from the
possession of the accused. HTC

Under debt, labourer
commits suicide
BATHINDA: A man committed
suicide by hanging himself with a
tree at Bhokhra village on Sunday.
The victim, identified as Jagseer
Singh (42), worked as labourer. He
was under debt of ₹1 lakh and
took the step under stress, it was
learnt. Police have initiated
inquest proceedings into the
HTC
matter.

Gangster-turned-activist
booked for issuing threats
BATHINDA: Police have booked
gangster-turned-social activist
Lakhbir Singh ‘Lakha’ Sidhana for
allegedly threatening doctors and
other staff members at a hospital.
On the complaint of Geetanjali
Gupta, a doctor at a private
hospital, a case under IPC Sections
451 and 506 and the Medicare
Service Protection Act was
registered against Sidhana. The
complainant alleged that he
entered the hospital on Friday
and threatened the doctors and
HTC
other staff members.

Bishnoi to workers: Focus
on door-to-door campaign
HISAR :Congress leader Kuldeep
Bishnoi on Sunday held a meeting
with party workers at his residence in Sector 15 in Hisar to
discuss the strategy for
upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
Sources, who were present in the
meeting, said Bishnoi discussed
about the Hisar Lok Sabha
segment and identified their
weak and strong areas. “Kuldeep
Bishnoi directed the workers to
work harder and start door-todoor campaigns,” one of the
worker who attended the
HTC
meeting claimed.

Maintenance issue: Ggm
builder gets ultimatum
GURUGRAM: Four hundred
families of Palm Grove Heights,
developed by Ardee Infrastructure at Sector 52 in Gurugram,
have decided to take over the
maintenance of the society in
their own hands from the builder
from May 1 onwards, if the
developer does not comply with
the senior town planner’s directives. Gurugram senior town
planner Sudhir Chauhan on March
20 had written to the developer,
asking it to hand over the maintenance to the residents’ welfare
association (RWA) with immediate effect. Senior vice-president
of Ardee Anil Hasija said, “Matter
is in the court and we will not
comment about it.”
HTC

I AM NOT GREEDY TO BECOME A MINISTER. I ENTERED
POLITICS TO HELP POOR SECTIONS OF SOCIETY.

> RAJ KUMAR SAINI, K’shetra MP , on opting out of Lok Sabha polls

ELECTION2019

Congwon’thesitatetoputnational
’h
securityatstakeforvotes:Khattar
VIJAY SANKALP RALLY Says party promoting ‘traitors’ by making promises to abolish sedition law

›

Due to the wrong
policies of the
Congress, country’s
integrity and sovereignty
are in danger today.

HT Correspondent
n

letterchd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Chief minister Manohar
Lal Khattar on Sunday accused
the Congress party of supporting “traitors” by making promises to abolish sedition law in its
election manifesto.
“The Congress has crossed all
limits by promising that it
would abolish sedition law and
will not allow any change in the
Article 370. The Congress manifesto has given strength to the
anti-India forces, who want to
divide the country,” the chief
minister said while addressing
BJP’s ‘vijay sankalp’ rally in
Israna of Panipat district.
He said the Congress’ manifesto shows that the party wants
to help the separatists, who
speak against India.
“The seed of Article 370 was
planted by Nehru ji. Due to the
wrong policies of the Congress,
country’s integrity and sovereignty are in danger today,” he
said, adding that the party
would not hesitate to put the
country’s security at stake for
vote bank.
Khattar claimed that under

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR, CM

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : A day after the BJP
picked him as its candidate for
the Kurukshetra Lok Sabha
constituency, minister of state
Nayab Saini on Sunday
launched his election campaign
with a roadshow.
Nayab accused the BJP rebel,
Raj Kumar Saini, of promoting
the politics of hate to fulfil his
ambitions. “Raj Kumar did not
work to meet the expectations of
people and even tried to damage
the social fabric for his own
political gains,” he said.
He also slammed the Congress party for “misleading”
people by making false promises
in its election manifesto.
“During its regime of several
decades, the Congress did not do
anything to eliminate poverty,
but is now making big promises
in its manifesto,” he said.
“Chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar and the central leader-

HTSPOTLIGHT

The seized passports in New Delhi on Sunday.

n

Chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar during his ‘vijay sankalp’ rally in Karnal on Sunday.

the five-year regime of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, India
has emerged as a new power in
the world. “These elections are
between Narendra Modi and
Rahul Gandhi. But in this fight,
does Rahul Gandhi stand a

ACCUSES BJP REBEL
RAJ KUMAR SAINI
OF PROMOTING
POLITICS OF HATE TO
FULFIL HIS AMBITIONS
ship of the BJP have reposed
their faith in me. I would stand
up to their expectations and do
my best to meet them,” said
Nayab, who is contesting his
first Lok Sabha election.
He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has empowered the
poor and backward sections of
the society and urged people to
vote in favour of development
works done by the BJP.
Accompanied by minister of
state Krishan Kumar Bedi and
BJP MLAs Subhash Suda, Sham
Singh Rana and Pawan Saini,
Nayab began his 35km roadshow from his native village in
Mangoli Jattan and ended it
after paying obeisance at Jyotisar.

chance in front of Narendra
Modi?” Khattar questioned.
He further alleged that corruption was at its peak during
the previous Bhupinder Singh
Hooda-led Congress government in Haryana. “That is why

HT PHOTO

Bhupinder Hooda is undergoing
several probes and has to
remain present in different
courts every other day for the
scams that took place during the
Congress’ rule,” he added.
He said the election affidavits

have revealed multifold
increase in the assets of Bhupinder Hooda and his son Deepender Hooda. “As per their affidavits, Hooda’s gold reserve has
increased up to 5kg from 900gm
in five years. They also purchased two flats worth crores in
Delhi,” he said.
“They have to answer how
their assets have increased during the Congress rule,” Khattar
said. The chief minister claimed
that the BJP government has
successfully eliminated corruption from the state, especially in
government appointments,
grant of CLU and transfer of
teachers.
“At least 60,000 youths have
got government jobs in our rule
as per their eligibility without
any discrimination,” he added.

Raj Kumar Saini says won’t
contest Lok Sabha elections
Sunil Rahar
n

On the development, BSP’s
state chief Prakash Bharti said
Saini would be the star campaignerfortheBSP-LSPalliance
in Haryana. “We have given two
seatstoSaini’sLSP–Sonepatand
Bhiwani-Mahendergarh.
Remaining four candidates for
theGurugram, Sonepat,Kurukshetra and Sirsa seats will be
announced within next three
days,” he added.

sunil.kumar3@htlive.com

NARAINGARH (AMBALA): Loktanter
Suraksha Party (LSP) chief and
Kurukshetra MP Raj Kumar
Saini has decided not to contest
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
Sainisaidseniorleadersofthe
LSP-BSPalliancedidnotwantto
pitch him into these elections
because he wanted to campaign
acrossall10LokSabhasegments
in Haryana. “I am not greedy to
become an MP or a minister. I
entered politics to help the poor
anddeprivedsectionsofthesociety. I had quit the BJP because of
its failure on all fronts and
betrayal by not fulfilling promisesmadeduringthe2014general
elections,” the BJP rebel said.
“We would win all Lok Sabha
seats in the state and Mayawati
will become next prime minister,” he added.
RajKumarSainihadcontested

n

Loktanter Suraksha Party
chief Raj Kumar Saini

2014 parliamentary elections
from Kurukshetra on BJP ticket
and defeated his close rival,
INLD’sBalbir Saini, by a margin
of 1.29 lakh votes.
On Saturday, the BJP had
announced candidates for eight
Lok Sabha seats in Haryana and
fielded minister of state Nayab
Saini from Kurukshetra. Saini’s
LSPis contesting theelections in
an alliance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) in the state.

JALLIANWALA CENTENARY

BSP-LSP KICKS OFF
POLL CAMPAIGN
The BSP-LSP alliance kicked off
its election campaign from NaraingarhonSaturdaybyholdinga
meeting of workers and opening
apartyoffice.TermingCongress
MP Kumari Selja and BJP’s sitting MP Rattan Lal Kataria outsiders, BSP’s state in-charge Dr
Meghraj said, “This time, people
will elect BSP’s Naresh Saran, a
local man, as Kataria and Selja
did not take up even a single
development work.”

ANI

Two K’shetra men
among six arrested
with 62 passports
Press Trust of India

Nayab takes road route
to begin his campaign
HT Correspondent

n

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Six persons, including
an IELTS coach, have been
arrested in connection with issuance of fake immigration stamps
and 62 passports and 28 fake
stamps were seized, police said
Sunday.
Those arrested have been
identified as Saurav, an International English Language Testing
System (IELTS) coach and
Vicky, a herbal products businessman, both based in Kurukshetra, besides two agents
Sachin Kumar and Mukesh
Goyal, they said.
A couple, Ravinder Singh and
his wife Sunita Kumari, who
wanted to travel to Canada, were
also arrested for getting the
forged immigration stamp from
the agents, police said.
On the intervening night of
March 1 and 2, a complaint was
received about suspected fake
and forged Indian immigration
stamp in respect of two Indian
nationals namely Sunita Kumari
and Ravinder Singh who were
seeking departure to Canada on
the strength of Canadian visit
visa by Air Canada, Sanjay Bhatia, deputy commissioner of
police (IGI Airport), said.
During scrutiny of their travel
documents, it was found that
there was no travel history of the
couple in the immigration passenger log and the Indian immigration stamps affixed on their
passports were fake and forged,
he said.
Investigations, Bhatia said,
revealed that Kumari and Singh
wanted to go and settle down in
Canada. They approached their
friend Shyam who introduced
them to an agent named Vicky,
who runs a shop in Kurukshetra
in Haryana, he added.
Vicky took ₹6 lakh from them
on the pretext of arranging Canadian visas. He arranged for
another agent, Sachin Kumar,
who took the couple to Chandigarh and arranged for their visa.
The agent arranged for fake
immigration stamps for them to
make them look like frequent

›

The matter came
to the fore when
a couple was found
travelling on forged Indian
immigration stamp. They
had no travel history
logged in records.
SANJAY BHATIA, DCP IGI Airport

travellers, the DCP said.
He said Vicky during questioning disclosed that it was
Kumar who had procured the
fake immigration stamps and
placed the same on the passports.
Agent Kumar was arrested in
this regard on March 27, Bhatia
said.
Kumar disclosed that he gave
the passports of Singh and his
wife to one Saurav who got the
forged immigration stamp
affixed on passports to make
them look frequent travellers.
Saurav, who runs an office in
Kurukshetra, was also arrested
in this regard on March 29, the
DCP said.
‘PREPARED 25 FAKE
IMMIGRATION STAMPS’
After him, Goyal was arrested
and he revealed that till date he
had prepared 20-25 fake immigration and bank stamps for Saurav and his associates, he said.
Vicky used to induce people on
the pretext of arranging visas
and sending them abroad. For
which he arranged meetings of
the clients with Kumar, Bhatia
added.
Kumar,whowasin touchwith
various agents in Mohali and
Kurukshetra, used to take passports of the clients on the pretext
of preparing the file and through
agent Saurav and others used to
affix fake immigration stamps of
various countries on the passports to create a fake travel history as this assisted in procuring
a visa from the embassy concerned, police said.
Fake bank stamps were used
by them to create fake bank
account statements, they said.

DUST STORM SWEEPS PARTS OF HARYANA

When Justine Rowlatt wept
on visiting Jallianwala Bagh
GARDEN OF DEATH Great-grandson of Sir Sidney Rowlatt, who was architect of
infamous Rowlatt Act, remembers how appalling were consequences of 1919 massacre
Nirupama Dutt
n

nirupama.dutt@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: He was not expecting to
react as strongly as he did when he
visited Jallianwala Bagh in 2017.
In a candid account in memoir ‘Sins
of the Great-Grandfather’, Justine
Rowlatt says: “I certainly wasn’t
expecting to cry. I‘d imagined I’d struggle to connect with the horror, that it
would seem abstract; an episode from
a distant history. But even after ninety-eight years, the garden is resonant
with its memory. When you see the
bullet holes that pock the wall, or peer
into the well where so many had died,
you can’t help but imagine the terror
the protestors must have felt”.
But tears got the better of him when
time came to say goodbye to Sukumar
Mukherjee, chairperson, Jallianwala
Bagh Board, who had taken him for a
personal tour.
“As I thanked him for his hospitality, my voice began to falter
and I began to weep.”
What further amazed Justin
was that Sukumar was not surprised at this outburst.
Sukumar had seen it too often
as it was common for Indians
and Britishers alike to be overcome by emotion when they
looked at this sad page of
history at Jallianwala
Bagh.
However, Justine says, “I had
more reason
n

Justine Rowlatt

IT WAS AGAINST THE
ROWLATT ACT, WHICH
WAS LATER DESCRIBED AS
‘BLACK ACT’ BY MAHATMA
GANDHI, THAT PEOPLE HAD
GATHERED TO PROTEST
AT THE JALLIANWALA
BAGH IN AMRITSAR
than most to feel ashamed and humbled by what had happened at the
Bagh.”
Justin, a journalist by profession
and known as a man of ethics, was
posted in India and stationed at Delhi
for two years as the BBC South Asia
correspondent in 2015.
He was conscious that the draconian Rowlatt Act was inspired and
named after his great-grandfather
Sir Sidney Rowlatt (1862-1945).
It was against this ‘Black
Act’, as Mahatma Gandhi
was to later call it, that
people had gathered to
protest at the Jallianwala
Bagh.
This essay is included in
the English version of
famous Punjabi writer
Nanak Singh’s ode to
the massacre written in 1920 and
banned by the
colonial British government.
Navdeep

Suri, grandson of Nanak Singh, who
has translated the long poem into
English, says: “While doing research
for the book on the Rowlatt Act, I stumbled upon the name of Justin Rowlatt.
I got in touch with him, explained the
project and asked if he would contribute his unique perspective for the
book. He readily agreed and I waited
with bated breath not sure of what I
would get!”
However, all of Navdeep’s worries
were put to rest when he got the first
draft of the writer’s empathetic and
historical perspective.
Sir Sidney Rowlatt had died long
before Justin was born in 1966 and he
says, “In the one sepia-tinged picture
I have of him he is a figure from an elderly and rather rakish-looking gentleman.”
However, the Rowlatt Act and its
repercussions weighed on Justin’s
mind when he moved to Delhi to work
in the BBC office, but he was surprised
that this did not matter to the Indians
he interacted with, in spite of the name
he carried.
In fact, he got a warm response and
puzzling over it, he writes, “I wasn’t
certain my compatriots would be so
generous to the relative of an Indian,
who had been instrumental in prompting the slaughter of hundreds of British people.”
The answer came to him in a backhanded compliment given to him by
Tushar Gandhi, grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi, who said while shaking hands
with him: “I appreciate your greatgrandfather’s role to provide the first
nail in the coffin of the Empire.”

n

A gust of wind hit Charkhi Dadri on Sunday. Similar weather conditions prevailed in other parts of the state as well. The agricultural
and meteorological department has predicted light to moderate rain at isolated places in state on Monday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

3 women inmates of Kaithal jail
booked for attacking undertrial
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL: As many as three

women inmates of Kaithal district jail have been booked for
allegedly thrashing an undertrial in a prison ward, police
said on Sunday.
As per the information, the
incident took place on the intervening night of April 5 and 6
when three inmates of the jail,
namely Reena Rani of Kaithal,
Annu of Panipat and Saroj Bala

of Cheeka in Kaithal district,
allegedly thrashed an undertrial, Pooja, following an altercation.
She reported the matter to the
security guards of the jail the
next morning, after which she
was taken for a medical examination.
‘VICTIM IS PREGNANT’
The officials associated with the
investigation said that Puja was
pregnant and had to be hospitalised after the incident as she

sustained minor injuries.
Talking to Hindustan Times,
Kaithal City police station
in-charge Pradeep Kumar said
on the basis of complaint lodged
by deputy superintendent of
Kaithal district jail, they have
registered an FIR under sections 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 506 (criminal intimidation) and 34 (acts done by several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the IPC
against the accused and started
investigation.

Two get 10-year
jail for snatching
GURUGRAM: A local court sentenced two men to rigorous
imprisonment of 10 years and
imposed a fine of ₹25,000 each for
allegedly beating a man with
sticks and snatching his money
and documents in 2017.
The convicts, Anoop Sharma
alias Ramphal, 28, and Kuldeep,
22,wereheldguiltyfortheoffence
underIPCsections379-B,420and
205. The victim, Rajesh Kumar,
was returningfromdutyon July
23, 2017, when he was attacked.
The accused had taken the victim’s voter ID card and snatched
₹500fromhistrouserpocket. HTC
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Congress sarpanch crushed
to death at Batala, six booked

TRADITIONAL TOUCH

‘POLITICAL RIVALRY’ Former SAD sarpanch among those named in the FIR

›

When Navdeep was
leaving Daulatpur, he
was trapped on road by
Mittar Pal (ex-SAD
sarpanch) and was run
over by an SUV.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATALA:Police on Sunday booked

a former Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) sarpanch for allegedly
crushing to death a Congress
leader. The deceased, Navdeep
Singh, was a sarpanch of village
Riar Patti under Qadian police
station here. Two of Navdeep
Singh’s companions were also
grievously injured in the incident.
In his statement to police,
deceased father Khajan Singh,
told that Navdeep’s brother-inlaw, Inderjeet Singh, who is also
Congress sarpanch of village
Daulatpur, had long-standing
political enmity with former
akali sarpanch, Mitter Pal Singh.
Navdeep had gone to Daulatpur to mediate between the two
warring factions, said Khajan
Singh.

Woman held with
heroin in Jalandhar
JALANDHAR : A Mizoram woman

was arrested on Sunday after
200gm heroin was recovered from
her possession during a checking
at the Nakodar town, here on
Sunday. The accused, Linda, who
at present is living in South Delhi,
was arrested after the police got a
tip-off about drug smuggling into
the state.
Nakodar deputy superintendent of police (DSP) Sarabjit Rai
said, acting on a tip-off, a check
point was set up and the police
and the woman was arrested.
“The woman came to Jalandhar on a bus to deliver the drugs,
which were given to her by her
Nigerian husband Ikvait, to supply them in Punjab. The woman
was stopped for checking and
cops recovered 200gm heroin
from her. It was her second visit
to Jalandhar to supply the
drugs,” the DSP said. A case has
been registered against the
accused, the DSP said.
HTC

KHAJAN SINGH, deceased father
n

Navdeep Singh, deceased

DISPUTE AMONG TWO
GROUPS
Mitter Pal remained sarpanch of
Daulatpur for 20 years, until during the last sarpanch elections
when he lost to Inderjeet Singh,
creating a political rivalry
between the two groups.
When Navdeep reached the
village and tried to strike a compromise between the two groups,
the matter escalated within minutes and turned violent, as both

the groups attacked each other
with baseball bats and wooden
sticks.
“When Navdeep was leaving
Daulatpur, he was trapped on the
road by Mittar Pal and his aides,
who thrashed my son. Inderjit
tried to intervene but in vain.
Meanwhile, Mittar Pal and his
accomplice Jhujhar Singh drove
over an SUV over Navdeep,
killing him on the spot. Navdeep
was rushed to Batala civil hospital where he was declared

brought dead,” said Khajan
Singh.
Navdeep companions Joban
Singh and Bhupinder Singh, who
tried to save him, also sustained
serious injuries and both of them
are being treated at Guru Nanak
hospital, Amritsar.
Batala senior superintendent
of police (SSP) Opinderjeet Singh
rushed to the spot and diffused
the tension in the village.
On the statement of Inderjeet
Singh, the police had registered
a case under Section 302 (punishment for murder),307(attempt to
murder), 148 (rioting armed with
deadly weapon) and 149 (Every
member of unlawful assembly
guilty of offence committed
in prosecution of common object)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
against Mitter Pal Singh, Sushpal
Singh, Ajit Singh, Chamkaur
Singh, Anop Singh, Kirpal Singh,
who are absconding.

n

Girls performing giddha during 64th National School Games at Guru Nanak Stadium in Amritsar on Sunday.

H AWA L A R AC K E T

Priest’s firm sold books, stationary
worth ₹1 crore each in 8 schools
Gagandeep Jassowal
n

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR: ‘Sahodaya’, the firm

run by Father Anthony Madassary, who was arrested by the
Punjab Police with unaccounted
cash worth ₹9.66 crore recently,
had sold books and stationary
worth ₹1 crore each in eight
schools across Punjab.
As per the details submitted
by the priest to the income
department, these schools
included St. Francis Convent
School, Fatehgarh Sahib (₹1.25
crore), Little Flower Convent
School, Gurdaspur (₹1.23 crore),
St. Jude Convent School, Nakodar (₹1.17 crore) and Sacred
Heart Convent School, Patti
(₹1.12 crore).

IT SOLD ITEMS WORTH
OF ₹27 CRORE TO 49
SCHOOLS IN PUNJAB
IN MARCH
The firm sold items worth of
₹27 crore in 49 schools in Punjab
in March this year.
The priest also provided the
details of ₹4.15 crore related to
the firm’s sale in various schools
in February 2019.
There are 11 schools where
the firm sold books and stationary between ₹50 lakh to ₹1 crore.
Meanwhile, Anthony said he
is confident that the ongoing
probe by inspector general (IG)
Praveen Kumar Sinha into his
allegations of misappropriation

of ₹6.65 crore against the police
will bring out the truth in the
matter.
The priest had accused that
the police had recovered ₹16.65
crore from his house and
claimed it to be ₹9.66 crore, while
misappropriating the remaining
account.
“If they (Punjab police) fail to
bring out the truth, I will seek a
CBI probe into the matter,” he
added.
IT DEPT SEEK DETAILS
OF PURCHASES TOO
Tthe income tax department,
which is probing the case now,
has sought the details of purchases made by ‘Sahodaya’. The
department asked Anthony to
submit these details within a

week. The priest said that he will
submit the details either on Monday or Tuesday.
IG RECORDS
STATEMENTS OF
ANTHONY’S STAFF
Meanwhile, IG Sinha and his
team on Sunday visited
Anthony’s house in Pratappura
village from where the cash was
seized. They questioned the
priest’s staff members.
Anthony said the Khanna senior superintendent of police
(SSP) was not part of the raiding
party.
The team also recorded statements of the bank officials who
were present at the house during
the raid conducted by Khanna
police.

Pollution board swings 65-year-old farmer
bludgeoned to death
into action after NGT
rap over poor functioning
HT Correspondent
n

Jatinder Mahal
n

jatinder@htlive.com

JALANDHAR : A few days after the

National Green Tribunal (NGT)
panel pulled up officials of the
Punjab Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) over its poor functioning,
the
officials
have
swung into the action to curb pollution.
A monitoring committee,
formed by the NGT, on March 27,
had visited the Kala Sanghian
drain at Seechewal village in
Jalandhar and Kali Bein drain in
Kapurthala, and expressed dissatisfaction over the working of
the PPCB.
The committee, headed by Justice Pritam Pal (retd), stated that
the level of water pollution was
‘very poor’ and the panel was not
happy with the working of the
PPCB.
The situation is even worse at
the Buddha Nullah in Ludhiana
and the Ghaggar river near Sardulgarh town in Mansa district.
Padam Shri Balbir Singh
Seechewal, who is a member of
the panel said, “The PPCB officials have not shown much concern in the past towards the
issue. Now, the panel will review
these sites again at the end of
April.”

n

Polluted Kala Sanghian drain in Jalandhar.

The committee, during its
visit, had given the PPCB officials
one-month time to improve the
situation or face action.
A senior officer of PPCB said,
following this, the PPCB officials
inspected all six sewerage treatment plants (STPs) in the area, of
which two were not functioning
properly and were made functional to treat the water properly.
The PPCB officials said
they have also started
identifying the factories, which
release untreated water in the
drain.

HT PHOTO

A fresh direction has also been
issued to industrialists to obey
the directions of the Pollution
Act.
Executive engineer Arun
Kumar Kakkar said, “We are
monitoring the working of the
industries, and all STPs were
inspected to ensure that these
were not releasing polluted water
in drains.”
He said surprise checkings
have also been conducted to
ensure that polluted water is not
released in the Kali Bein or Kala
Sanghian drains.

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 65-year-old farmer
was found bludgeoned to death
in his cattle shed in Tajpur village of Alipur on Sunday morning, the police said.
Ruling out the role of local
gangs in the murder that took
place in a village that has been
at the centre of Delhi’s gang
wars, the police said that the
killer(s) might have been known
to the victim, whose body was
found in the shed located a few
hundred metres from the house,
since there seemed to be no sign
of a forced entry.
According to the police,
Randheer Singh lived with his
family in Tajpur.
His daughters and sons are
married, Gaurav Sharma, deputy commissioner of police (outer-north district), said.
Since Singh was into farming
as well as reared a few buffaloes,
he would spend his nights at the
cattle shed, away from his family.

MURDER NOTICED ON
MONDAY MORNING BY
VICTIM’S SON
According to the DCP, Singh
had gone to sleep around 9pm on
Saturday. According to Singh’s
son-in-law, Dharmpal, the murder was noticed around 5am on
Sunday when Singh’s son
visited the cattle shed to help his
father feed the buffaloes.

C R E AT I V E M O V E

Selfie corners in Jalandhar to woo young voters
Harvinder Kaur
n

harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

JALANDHAR: To attract young

voters to turn up at polling
stations during the upcoming Lok Sabha elections,
which are scheduled to be
held on May 19 in the state,
the district administration is
planning to set up selfie corners at major points in the
city.
Out of total 15.74 lakh voters, who have enrolled themselves as voters in the district, 18,780 are first-time voters.
The administration is
planning to use the prevalent
selfie craze to spread a message about the importance of
exercising the right to vote
and participating in the big-

gest festival of democracy.
Deputy commissioner
(DC) Varinder Kumar
Sharma said the selfie corners will be set up at various
public places such as interstate bus terminal, railway
station, shopping malls, colleges, parks and other major
public places.
“We want to make voting a
fashion trend. The selfie corners will be totally apolitical
and will be designed with the
theme to raise awareness of
ethical voting. As selfie-taking is a part of every occasion, the corners will attract
the public even if it is just to
upload a new picture as
proud and responsible voters
on the social media,” said
commissioner Varinder
Kumar Sharma .

›

We want to make
voting a fashion trend.
The selfie corners will be
totally apolitical and will be
designed with the theme
to raise awareness about
ethical voting.
VARINDER KUMAR SHARMA,
Jalandhar deputy commissioner

“In the coming days, the
administration will come up
with various creative methods to connect with the voters. We are trying to touch
various interests of the
younger generation. We
have already organised rangoli, giddha, bolli, debates,

and poster-making competitions to connect with the voters. The administration will
also be organising street
plays at various points
soon,” he added.
Selfie corner is among several programmes to create
awareness about voters’ participation under the Systematic Voters’ Education and
Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme.
Besides, the administration will also be displaying
Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM) or Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
kiosk in major junctions of
the city and the educational
institute. It had recently
inaugurated the first of such
kiosk at BMC Chowk on
April 4.

THE POLICE SAID THE
KILLER(S) MIGHT HAVE
BEEN KNOWN TO THE
VICTIM, WHOSE BODY
WAS FOUND IN THE
SHED A FEW HUNDRED
METRES FROM THE
HOUSE

“Singh’s son knocked on the
door of the cattle shed, but there
was no response from inside. He
then checked inside to find his
father’s body next to his bed.
There were deep injuries to his
head,” Dharampal said.

Jagmeet Singh seeks
removal of Khalistan
terror threat mention
Anirudh Bhattacharyya
n

Four held for
opening fire at
man in Amritsar
AMRITSAR : Police on Sunday
arrested four persons for allegedly opening fire at a 20-year-old
man, Robin Ray, at Sultanwind
road here on April 4. Robin was
injured in the firing incident.
With the arrest of the accused, the
police have also seized a pistol
and its magazine, and two sharpedged weapons from them.
The accused have been identified as Tejbir Singh, Jaskaran
Singh, Maninderpal Singh and
Antarpreet Singh of Sultanwind
road area. The police had booked
18 persons for allegedly opening
fire at Robin. The other identified
accused, who are absconding, are
Babbu aka Ravi, Love, Jagroop
Singh, Vinay and Bhollu. The
accused were booked under Sections 307 , 427 , 148 , 149 of the IPC
and 25-27-54-59 of the Arms Act at
B-division police station. HTC

ZAMBIAN HELD
AT AIRPORT FOR
ATTEMPTING TO
SMUGGLE DRUGS

letters@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
LONDON : Jagmeet Singh, leader

n

of Canada’s New Democratic
Party, has written to Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
expressing concern over the
inclusion of Sikh/Khalistani
extremism, “without sufficient
evidence”, in the 2018 Public
Report on the terrorism threat
to Canada.
The letter, co-authored with
Matthew Dubé, the NDP's public
safety critic in the House of
Commons, said, “There is no
mention of Sikhs in previous
terrorist threat reports from the
public safety department since
the 2002 threat report and there
is no known evidence of any
increases in threats to Canadians’ public safety that would
precipitate this inclusion.”
Singh, who was recently
elected for the first time to the
House, was echoing sentiments
expressed by several community groups including the World
Sikh Organisation, Sikhs for
Justice and the Shiromani
Akala Dal (Amritsar) Canada.
The letter has also criticised
“the inappropriate labelling of
entire communities as extremists”, pointing not just to the
Sikh reference but also those to
Shia and Sunni extremism.
“This report unfairly stigma-

NEW DELHI: A Zambian national
was arrested at the Delhi airport
during the early hours on Sunday for allegedly trying smuggle
out of the country, 22kg pseudoephedrine in three bags.
According to the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), the foreign passenger,
later identified as Tunkara Ali,
arrived at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport on Sunday
around midnight. He was scheduled to board a flight to Ndola
Zambia via Addis Ababa.
“CISF personnel deployed
inside the terminal 3, spotted the
man and asked him to cooperate
for a detailed frisking and search
of his baggage. Ali was taken to
the random checking point for a
thorough check. On checking, 22
kg narcotics substance ‘Pseudoephedrine’ was recovered
from three bags he was carrying,” said assistant inspector
general, CISF, Hemendra
Singh.
The incident was reported to
the Narcotics Control Bureau
officials. “The said passenger
along with seized narcotics substances was handed over to NCB
Officials for further necessary
action in the matter,” Singh said.

n

Jagmeet Singh

REUTERS FILE

tises Muslim and Sikh communities, while failing to consider
dangerous and unintended consequences.
“These consequences include
the potential to place vulnerable
communities and all Canadians
at greater risk, by emboldening
the harmful stereotypes that
fuelled terrorist attacks in
Christchurch, Quebec City and
Oak Creek,” Singh argued,
referring to the terror attacks
on mosques in New Zealand and
in Quebec province, as well as
an earlier attack on a gurdwara
in the US.
The NDP leaders argued the
report itself admitted to a
decline in Sikh extremist violence in past 25 years. “If the situation has not changed, you
must explain why such an inclusion is appropriate now,” they
noted.

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

For Punjab education
dept, a year has 372 days
Ravinder Singh
n

AUTOPSY REPORT WILL
CONFIRM CAUSE OF
DEATH, SAY POLICE
The local residents then found
Singh’s bloodied farm tools
lying next to his body. The
police, however, will wait for
the autopsy report to determine
if Singh was also shot. An investigator said robbery as a motive
was unlikely as the crime spot
seemed untouched and no buffaloes were missing.
The police have registered a
murder case at the Alipur police
station and are speaking to
Singh’s relatives to probe if
there was any personal
enmity.
“We have certain leads and
hope to crack the murder case
soon,” the DCP said.

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT PHOTO
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MANSA: In a comedy of errors, the

recently released annual calendar of the Punjab education
department has 372 days instead
of 365. The department has distributed 1,000 calendars.
The calendar released under
the “Samagra Shiksha Abhiyaan” has 31 days in February,
April, June, September and
November. The calendars are
donning the walls of many private and government schools in
Mansa district.
Mansa district education offi-

CALENDAR RELEASED
UNDER “SAMAGRA
SHIKSHA ABHIYAAN”
HAS 31 DAYS IN FEB,
APRIL, JUNE, SEPT
AND NOVEMBER
cer Rajinder Kaur said the error
was committed in the printing
press. The calendars which were
released four days ago will be
recalled, she said.
“We have already recalled the
misprinted calendars are probing the matter,” said Punjab

school education secretary Krishan Kumar.
“This is wastage of money
which should be used for the welfare of students. The department
should probe the slip-up and fix
the responsibility of officials,”
said Budh Ram, AAP MLA from
Budhlada.
Teacher union leaders Hardeep Sidhu, Karamjit singh Tamkot and Narinder Singh Makha
said the calendar was released in
a hurry ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls. It is violation of model code
of conducts as the calendar highlights government schemes and
projects, they said.

Food delivery man
shot at after scuffle
with three robbers

16-year-old boy
drowns in Yamuna,
two others rescued

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI: A 16-year-old boy

n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 25-year-old food
delivery man was shot in his
abdomen when he refused to
hand over his cellphone to three
motorcycle-borne robbers in
north Delhi’s Timarpur on Saturday afternoon, police said,
adding that the victim’s colleague was spared after he
handed over his phone and wallet without any resistance.
By the end of the robbery, the
three unidentified suspects had
allegedly taken away two cellphones and two wallets, containing a total of ₹250 cash.
Deputy commissioner of
police (north) Nupur Prasad
said a case was registered at
Timarpur police station and
efforts were on to nab the suspects.
The injured victim, Shobhit
Trivedi, will recover, as the bul-

let lodged in his abdomen was
removed surgically, the DCP
said.
Trivedi lives with his family
in Burari colony . His colleague,
Lalji, lives in east Delhi’s Sonia
Vihar.
On Saturday afternoon, the
duo was riding on separate
motorcycles to north Delhi’s
Kingsway Camp, when they
were accosted by the criminals
, the police said.
According to the complaint,
the robbers took the cellphone
and wallet from the pocket of an
injured Trivedi, before telling
Lalji to surrender any valuables
he had on his person.
There was ₹250 cash in Lalji’s
wallet, police said, adding that
as Lalji tended to his injured
colleague, the robbers sped
away. The victims could not
note the registration number of
the suspects’ motorcycle, police
said.

HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

drowned, while his two friends
were rescued after they entered
the deep waters of the Yamuna
river in south Delhi’s Kalindi
Kunj on Sunday afternoon, police
said.
According to Chinmoy Biswal,
deputy commissioner of police
(south-east), they received a call
about the incident at 2.27pm.
Simultaneously, the fire department too received a call for help.
When authorities reached the
spot, two boys had already been
rescued by local residents who
had heard the three boys’ call for
help. However, one boy was yet to
be found, prompting the NDRF to
launch a search. The rescuers of
the disaster relief force could,
however, only fish out his body.
According to DCP Biswal,the
dead boy was identified as Shoaib, a resident of nearby Shaheen
Bagh. The rescued boys were
Sameer, 17, and Usman, 16.
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J&K highway ban causes inconvenience to civilians
STRANDED Affected people call the move draconian, say it is a direct attack on their economy
Ashiq Hussain
n

ashiq.hussain@htlive.com

PANTHA-CHOWK/SHALTENG : Thousands of people were stranded
across Kashmir on Sunday as
the ban on civilian traffic on the
national highway (NH)-44 from
Baramulla in north to Qazigund
in south till Ramban came into
effect.
Army, police and CRPF personnel have been deployed at
every 500 to 1000 metres along
the national highway to implement the ban, even as residents
termed the government move as
inhuman.
The government has ordered
closure of the highway for all
kinds of civilian traffic on every
Sunday and Wednesday in order
to facilitate movement of security forces for election duty.
On Saturday evening, the
state government notified the
names of magistrates and officials who would oversee the ban
and help people in distress.
The magistrates were
deployed at all intersections on
the highway.
Concertina wires and barricades were also put on roads
connecting the highway in
order to prevent the movement
of civilian vehicles.
The ban comes more than a
month after the February 14 terror attack on a Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) convoy on
the highway in Pulwama district. Forty CRPF personnel
were killed in the incident.
Queues of people, particularly sick, were seen at each
intersection pleading magistrates to allow them to cross to
the other side of the highway.
At several places, magistrates were issuing passes on
the spot to people, especially
patients.

n

A security personnel stands guard on the national highway on the outskirts of Srinagar on Sunday.
WASEEM ANDRABI /HT

“It seems Kashmir is under a
security crackdown. Is this
humanity? Our rulers should
understand that this is
extremely unjust,” said Abdul
Rashid Shah, 50, from south
Kashmir’s Bijbehara, who had
to walk several kilometres with
his granddaughter in his lap to
reach the railway station crossing in Srinagar.
“I have seen many governments and experienced many
ups and downs in Kashmir
but never faced this type of ban.
It will further increase anger
and provoke the people,” he
said.
“I have to take food for my
father who is in a hospital (in
Srinagar) and they are telling
me to return,” said a youth at
Shalteng crossing in city outskirts.
“We have been asked not to

allow even a cycle on the
national highway from morning
to evening. We are here to implement the order,” said a CRPF
jawan who was enforcing the
ban at Baramulla.
A police officer, however,
said vehicles with special permission were not being stopped.
A magistrate, not wishing to
be named, said the ban was an
“ill conceived” idea.
“Today it was Sunday, so traffic was less. Still it was very difficult for us to control. As the
day progressed we allowed people to move. However, on
Wednesday when everybody
will come out for their work, it is
likely to be a chaos,” he said.
A majority of residents
termed the diktat as draconian.
“At many places, vehicles
with patients were stopped and
common people could not con-

tact magistrates. I have seen
this happening for the first time
in my life,” said Tariq Ahmad, a
businessman from north Kashmir.
“To stop traffic on national
highway is a direct attack on our
economy,” he said.
As the day passed and pressure increased on the administration, small cars were allowed
to ply on the highway without
permission.
Many Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) leaders and workers defied the ban and plied
vehicles on the national highway near Pantha Chowk and
raised slogans against Jammu
and Kashmir governor Satya
Pal Malik and his administration.
On social media, people
posted photos to show how the
order was creating problems.

ADMINISTRATION
SEEKS PEOPLE’S
CO-OPERATION
The Jammu and Kashmir
administration termed their
arrangements for restrictions
on highway as successful.
In a statement, the administration said special passes were
given to 493 vehicles in Pulwama, Anantnag, Budgam and
Baramulla districts.
Over 2000 civilian vehicles
crossed Pantha Chowk and
10,000 vehicles at Narbal Crossing, it said.
In Anantnag, around
3,000 vehicles crossed the
national highway at various
crossings.
The administration said the
regulation of civilian traffic
during movement of security
forces’ convoy had to be notified
for two days per week in the
larger interest of security of
everyone, and appealed to people to extend full cooperation in
the smooth regulation of the
traffic as was the case on Sunday.
“The restrictions are, in
any case, applicable up to May
31 only. The total duration
of prohibition is for 26 hours
out of 168 hours in a week, which
is 15 per cent of the time. Further, the total number of
restricted days is just 15 during
this entire period. Eight of
these are Sundays,” the release
said.
It stated planned restrictions,
with active facilitation of
the public by the administration
for exceptions and emergencies,
is far more convenient to
the people so that they can
plan their movements in
advance.
“As movements reduce, the
restrictions will be relooked,” it
said.

Customs reports spike in
smuggling at IGI Airport

Political parties in
J&K hold protest
Ashiq Hussain
n

SRINAGAR : Mainstream political

parties in Jammu and Kashmir
on Sunday took out protest
marches against the government’s restrictions on movement
of civilian traffic on the national
highway (NH)-44 from Baramulla
to Udhampur. NC president
Farooq Abdullah, along with a
group of party members, held a
protest at Athwajan on the highway. He threatened more protests if the highway ban was not
revoked.
“Police and army are everywhere. They have kept us like
prisoners. The order should be
revoked before any bloodshed,”
Abdullah said. NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah termed the highway closure a mindless order.
“Driving to Uri I’m getting to
see firsthand the extent of disruption & inconvenience that is being
caused to people because of the

n

Anvit Srivastava
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Cartoons on Gagroni parrot developed by the Jhalawar district
HT PHOTO
administration.

Election office uses
parrots to give
wings to voter drive
Aabshar H Quazi
n

aabshar.quazi@hindustantimes.com

KOTA: The voter awareness pro-

gramme of the Jhalawar district
administration, apart from
focusing on the upcoming polls,
is concentrating on the conservation of endangered Gagroni
parrot.
Gagroni parrot, known as
Alexandrine Parakeet, is not
only beautiful but also is known
for imitating human beings’
voice.
Siddharth Sihag, district election officer, Jhalawar-Baran
parliamentary constituency,
said the Gagroni parrot, named
after its habitat in the Gagron
fort of Jhalarapatan town, Jhalawar, was once abundant in the
region but now is on the verge of
extinction. So the district administration thought of making it
the mascot for the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.
“We have made a cartoon
series under SVEEP programme
which is based on Gagroni parrot. This will not only spread
public awareness on voting but
also about conservation of the
endangered bird species,” he
said.
While the Gagroni parrot
based voter awareness programmes would be promoted on
social media, its stickers will
also be released on the billboard
messages for Lok Sabha polls, he

GAGRONI PARROT IS ON
VERGE OF EXTINCTION,
SO THE JHALAWAR
ADMINISTRATION
THOUGHT OF MAKING IT
THE MASCOT FOR THE
2019 LOK SABHA POLLS
said. Giving details of the
Gagroni parrot, society for conservation of historical and ecological resources, wildlife biologist, Krishnendra Singh Nama,
said the Gagroni parrot falls
under schedule 1 (B) of the Wildlife protection act (WPA) 1972
and ‘near threatened’ list of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
“It is a medium sized parrot
and derives its name from the
Gagron fort of Jhalawar,” he
said.
It is around 20 inches in length
and longer than other varieties
of parrots, he said.
The male Gagroni parrot has
a red ring on its neck and red
spots on wings.
Poaching of this parrot for its
household pet uses and flesh has
lead to the sharp decline of the
bird, said Nama.
Habitat destruction is another
reason as it usually lives in the
holes on straight and strong
trees which nowadays are not
seen, he said.

anvit.srivastava@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The number of cash
and gold smuggling cases busted at the Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International airport has been
increasing every year, according to data from the customs
department.
The data showed that cases of
gold smuggling saw a three-fold
increase in the past three years.
As per the data accessed by HT,
26 cases of illegal cash seizures
were reported from the IGI airport in the financial year (FY)
2016-2017 which went up to 31 in
2017-2018 and then to 64 in FY
2018-2019.
Additional commissioner
of customs (IGIA) said that the
cash seized also included foreign currency.
The number of persons
arrested with illegal cash too
increased from 10 during 2016-17
to 54 last year.
Similarly, the data also
shows a spurt in gold smuggling
cases. In 2016-2017, gold
smuggling cases busted at the
Delhi airport was 95, which
grew to 253 in the next fiscal of
2017-2018.
The additional commissioner
said that, over the last fiscal, the
customs department has busted
smugglers who have tried various means to sneak in or travel
out of the country with illegal
gold and cash.
“In one case, a young Russian
woman was caught with two kg
gold bars concealed in her
shoes,” the officer said.
“She was coming in as a tourist from Bangkok. She had an
itinerary of different tourist
destination in India so that she
can dodge the customs. In
another case, a Sri Lankan passenger arrived at the Delhi airport posing as a domestic passenger. He changed his flight at
the transit area in Chennai but
we caught him with around
1.4kg gold concealed under the
soles of his shoes,” the customs
officer said.
Gold smugglers have also

n

Cases of illegal cash seized from IGI airport went up to 64 in
PTI FILE
FY 2018-19.

mindless highway closure order
that is in place today,” he tweeted.
NC’s Anantnag candidate justice (retd.) Hasnain Masoodi also
led a protest on the highway at
Wanpoh, Anantnag, against the
ban. PDP workers, led by former
legislator Ashraf Mir, held a protest near Athwajan and raised
slogans against the governor
administration. PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti said the party
would be approaching the court
against the order.
“This is absolutely wrong. If
the government thinks that by
resorting to such tactics they can
suppress people , they are wrong.
We are defying this ban,” she
said. Later, she took to Twitter,
saying, “This is Kashmir, not Palestine. We won’t allow you to turn
our beloved land into an open air
prison.” Former BJP ally and PC
leader Sajjad Lone termed it as
“humanitarian disaster” and
asked governor to scrap the
order.

NC president Farooq Abdullah during a protest at Athwajan in
Srinagar on Sunday.
HT PHOTO

Truck rams into bus,
three killed, 12 hurt
HT Correspondent
n

ILLEGAL Dept says it has busted several unique rackets in last 3 yrs
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JAIPUR: Three people were killed

and a dozen injured after a container truck rammed into a bus
in Chittorgarh district on Sunday, police said.
The deceased were identified
as Shabnam Hussain (30),
Haroon Aapa(40) and Sattu
Nath (44), all natives of Chittorgarh district.
According to police, the accident took place at 8.30am at a
bridge near Arniya Panth. Currently, two of the injured are
undergoing treatment at government hospital in Udaipur
district and the rest 10 are at a

government hospital in Chittorgarh.
The station house officer of
Shambhupura police station
Praveen Singh Rajpurohit said,
“The bus was going to Nimbahera town from Pann Nath bus
stand in Chittorgarh. The driver
stopped the bus at Arniya Panth
for a passenger when suddenly
a container truck rammed into
it from back. The driver of the
container fled the spot after the
accident.”
Most of the passengers who
sustained injuries were sitting
on the rear seats of the bus. They
were rushed to the hospital
through police vehicles and
ambulances.

Caught in the net
The customs’s data shows that cases of gold smuggling
saw a three-fold increase in the past three years

GOLD
2016-17
2017-18

Seizure in kg

Cases

Arrests

142 (~40.49 crore)
277 (~75.80 crore)

2018-19

CASH

95

76

253

149

413 (~118.37 crore) 334 285

Seizure (value in ~ crore)

Cases

Arrests

~25.4 cr

~10.36 cr
~6.67 cr

26 10

31 19

64 54

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

tried using elderly passengers
as carriers.
“In two different instances,
two old age persons coming on
wheelchairs were caught carrying 1.5kg gold each. They had
worn specially designed vests
inside their trousers,” the officer said.
In some cases, the currencies
were also found concealed
inside the leaves of news papers,
in between gift wrappers and

even in sole of footwear.
In one case, foreign currency
was found concealed by an
alleged smuggler in his rectum,” the additional commissioner said.
Further, the customs department at Delhi airport have also
caught travellers smuggling
commercial items as high end
watches, silver jewellery and
restricted or prohibited items
like drones.

Three injured after school farewell party turns violent
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: Three class 12 students of a private school in Sector 22 sustained injuries after
they were allegedly beaten up
by fellow students during a farewell party held within the
school’s premises, said the
police.
The police said the incident
took place on April 5 on the
dance stage during a farewell
party that the school had organised for the outgoing batch,

which had recently appeared for
examination.
One of the students recorded
his statement with the police,
alleging that after getting into a
fight with three other students,
four men, who appeared to be
bouncers, tried to hit him with a
glass bottle, and he injured his
hand while trying to protect
himself. Two of his friends also
sustained injuries on their faces
and shoulders, and all three
received treatment at a hospital
in Palam Vihar.
In the police complaint, the

complainant, aged 18, said,
“Around 2.45 pm, when I was
dancing on the stage, three students came close to me and
started fighting with another
student. One of them hit me on
my neck and grabbed my shirt
collar. I also held on to his collar. As the scuffle was escalating, the teachers took me to the
reception area. Sometime later,
four men, who appeared to be
bouncers, approached and
started fighting with us on the
stage. They tried to hit me with
a glass bottle and, in my attempt

to protect myself, I sustained an
injury on my finger,” The complainant was taken to the hospital by his father and brother.
The school authorities, however, said that the complainant,
injured his hand when he tried
to yank open a glass door as he
was being separated from the
alleged scuffle by teachers and
security staff.
“The school had organised a
farewell party. We were aware
of the possibility of a fight and
had taken all the necessary precautions. I had informed the

complainant’s father a day prior
to the incident to be vigilant and
pick his son up after the party.
During the dance, there was
some pushing around among a
few students, and as a result,
three students sustained an
injury. We separated the students and the complainant was
taken to the reception room. As
he was trying to yank open the
latch of a glass door, his hand
got injured. There were no glass
bottles. It can be seen on the
CCTV footage,” said the school
principal.
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TERROR-FUNDING CASE

spiceoflife

Mirwaiz gets security
assurance, to appear
before NIA today

Secret behind Jeeto’s story of winning hearts
Aswant Kaur

T

he most called out name in
this rural household in
our neighbourhood near
Tarn Taran was Jeeto.
“Jeeto come here. Jeeto
where are you? Jeeto get me
water, Jeeto hold the baby. The
chit of a girl named Jeeto
responded to every call with
‘aayee (coming)’ in her shrill
voice and rushed towards every
caller to help. She ran fast, stumbling and falling sometimes. She
took her falls in her stride and
got up in no time without waiting
for anybody to help her get up.
Lack of sympathy or compassion
for her was strange and painful
to me but she did not seem to

THIRD SUMMON Other Hurriyat leaders will accompany him
Mir Ehsan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Hurriyat leader Mir-

waiz Umar Farooq will appear
before the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) in New Delhi on
Monday after a summon was sent
to him a third time on Friday in
connection with a 2017 terror
funding case.
The separatist leader’s decision to travel to Delhi comes after
he was assured that
security would be provided to
him.
After a meeting of the Hurriyat
Conference’s executive council
on Sunday, it was decided that
Mirwaiz would travel to Delhi on
Monday and appear before the
NIA.
In the meeting, it was also
decided that some other Hurriyat
leaders would accompany Mirwaiz. The NIA on Friday has
served a third notice to the separatist leader asking him to appear
before the agency in New Delhi on

n

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

April 8 after he had expressed
security concerns regarding his
visit to the national capital while
responding to the two notices
served to him by NIA earlier.
Hurriyat spokesman confirmed that Mirwaiz will appear
before the NIA on Monday.
“After several pleas to hold the
investigation in Srinagar, the
NIA has refused to conduct it in
Srinagar and has said that it
would take care of security. After
a meeting, a decision was taken
that all the executive members

will accompany Mirwaiz to New
Delhi for the investigation,” said
the spokesman. Mirwaiz had
cited security reasons for skipping the earlier two summons
sent by the NIA. The first summon was served to him in March
and was asked to appear before
the NIA officials on March 11.
In response to the summons,
the separatist leader’s counsel
had submitted a letter to the NIA
citing different reasons which
were preventing Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq from appearing before the
NIA.
“Your attention is invited to
some of the distressing comments
which have appeared
in mainstream print media since
the news of his summons to New
Delhi. There are open calls for his
assassination. Having regard to
the comments, merely stating in
the notice that security will be
provided appears to be perfunctory observation,” Farooq’s
counsel Ajaz Ahmad Dhar had
said in the letter.

CHEMIST HELD
FOR RAPING
25-YEAR-OLD

2 held for forcing
meat shops shut

NEW DELHI : A chemist was

GURUGRAM: A day after at least 30

arrested for allegedly raping a
25-year-old widow in north
Delhi’s Bharat Nagar, the police
said on Sunday.
The victim had visited the
chemist’s shop in Bharat Nagar
on April 1. A police officer said
the woman and the chemist had
become friends. “The next day,
the woman visited the shop
again for medicines. It was then
that the chemist took her to a
house, tricked her into taking
drugs that knocked her unconscious, and then raped her,” said
the officer quoting the survivor.
A rape case was filed and the
HTC
suspect were arrested.

men, carrying batons, sticks and
swords had allegedly forced the
closure of meat shops in Dundahera near the Delhi-Gurugram
border, the police on Sunday
arrested two members of a Hindu
right-wing group for allegedly
threatening owners to close their
shops during Navratri.
An FIR was registered based a
video in which members affiliated to a right-wing group could
be seen pulling down shutters
and demanding closure of meat
shops in Dundahera near Udyog
Vihar. Birem Singh, ACP, Udyog
Vihar, said police had arrested
two men, who claimed to be mem-

bers of Hindu Sena, from Dundahera and raids were on to round
up other suspects.
“In the complaint, six people
have been named and at least
25 others are unidentified. We are
trying to identify people from the
video. We are probing if the
said meat shops had obtained
licences. However, people cannot
take the law into their hands and
force the closure of shops by
brandishing weapons,” said ACP
Singh, adding that a police control van had been stationed in the
village.
A case was registered against
the accused men at Udyog Vihar
police station on Sunday. HTC

SHE TOOK HER FALLS IN
HER STRIDE AND GOT
UP IN NO TIME WITHOUT
WAITING FOR ANYBODY
TO HELP HER GET UP

‘Lok Sabha polls
decisive battle
against Modi govt’
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: National Conference

president Farooq Abdullah Sunday said the Lok Sabha elections
are significant since this time the
country is fighting a decisive battle against the Modi government.
He said the people of the country have suffered in the last five
years due to the “imprudent and
ill-conceived” policies of the BJP
government.
“Farmers, unemployed youth,
artisans, minorities, everyone
has been at the receiving end.
Every vital sector is in shambles.
People across the country are
beseeching for respite from this
BJP government. Whatever PM
Modi had promised to the people
during his 2014 election campaign
turned out to be a damp squib,”
Abdullah said in a series of election rallies here.
He said the farmers are distressed in most parts of the country while the petrol prices have
skyrocketed in the last five years.
“The claims of Modi on providing jobs turned out to be a mere
slogan. The prices of commodities are soaring. Perhaps the biggest ever failure of this government is its sheer failure to control
the prices of petroleum products,
including cooking gas,” the NC
PTI
leader said.

mind the bad attitude of the family towards her.
The family which Jeeto
served was rather large, consisting of a matriarch, her four sons,
their wives and children. The
concept of a nuclear family was
not heard of in this part of backward rural Punjab in the seventies. Jeeto catered to the needs
ofnearly 15 people of different
ages and temperaments with full

devotion. She was amazingly
strong and tolerant for her 13
years and weak physique.
Besides sweeping the house
and washing loads of utensils,
she would look after the children too. Not only was she seen
feeding them, she played a perfect mother cradling them in
her arms, humming lullabies
and rocking them to put them to
sleep. She never laughed or
played with children of her age
but would sit at the feet of the
matriarch to press her legs and
feet when she had nothing else
to do. The matriarch treated her
better than the other members
of the house.
But she kept a strict watch on
Jeeto. She was not allowed to

letterstoeditor
REFORM MODEL
CODE OF CONDUCT
Due to enforcement of the model
code of conduct ahead of multiple elections related to panchayats, civic bodies, state assemblies and the Lok Sabha, essential development works suffer in
the country. The concept of poll
code needs reforms. Essential
amenities should be taken out of
the ambit of the code of conduct.
Most of our cities and towns are
generally in need of road repair,
replacement of street lights and
fixing of drinking water and sewerage facilities. Al such works
get stuck up due to the code.
Niranjan Walia,
Jalandhar

EVMS MUST BE
RELIED UPON
Opposition parties’ lack of trust
in electronic voting machines
(EVMs) is a matter of concern
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.
They should stop blaming EVMs
for their dismal electoral performance. Major political parties have repeatedly challenged
the working of EVMs while
attributing their loss in elections
to these machines, but the EC
has proved time and gain that the
system is totally tamper-proof.
Vandana, Chandigarh

FILM POLITICS
In the beginning of 2019, the
movie ‘An Accidental Prime
Minister’ was released. This
film, based on former PM Dr
Manmohan Singh, creates a negative image of the Congress.
Then came ‘Uri: The Surgical

venture out of the house or to
indulge in ‘loose talk’ with anybody in the neighbourhood
according to the old woman’s
instructions.
I longed to know more about
Jeeto and talk to her but every
time I tried to attract her attention from across the small fence
between the two houses, she
would lower her eyes and vanish inside.
Jeeto blossomed into a beautiful young woman and was
married off to a youngster suggested by the Babaji who headed
the dera (religious sect) where
the matriarch went to pay obeisance. She adjusted well in her
new family and was heard to be
leading a blissful life.

Years later when I went to
condole the death of the matriarch, Jeeto was there too. She
was inconsolable. Saddened
with grief, she talked non-stop
praising the departed old
woman. That day I learnt that
Jeeto was the eldest of the five
daughtersof the matriarch’s
nephew who was addicted to
opium and had arranged to sell
her to an old man. But for the
timely intervention and bold
action of the old woman who
threatened her nephew and forcibly brought Jeeto to live with
her, she could be living a miserable life.
n

aswantkaur@yahoo.com

The writer is an Amritsar-based
freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD
Taranpreet Singh
(Moga) for ‘Warding off
students from drug
abuse’ that was
published on April 1.
strike’ which seeks to glorify the
Narendra Modi government for
India’s surgical strike in Pakistan. Now comes ‘Modi’s Journey’. However, the Eletion Commission is yet to take a call on the
release of this film. But its trailer
has already been released even
as the code of conduct is in the
place. Does the BJP want to woo
voters through films?
Seema Sharma, Patiala

PM SHOULD PAY HEED
TO ADVANI’S ADVICE
Veteran BJP leader LK Advani
has rightly urged his party to
“look back, look ahead and look
within” on the eve of its foundation day. I feel it has come from
the core of his heart and the message is for the good of the nation.
The BJP and PM Narendra Modi
should pay heed to his advice to
avoid being vilified as repressors
of free voice. Sycophancy in the
name of nationalism has reached
new heights. The courage to
speak out against repressive politics, which is vital for a healthy
democracy, is slowly dying
down, even among the media.
Colonel RD Singh,
Ambala Cantt

MODI’S GLOBAL FAME
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

might be facing criticism from
his opponents in India, but as per
media reports he has been conferred with seven reputed international awards, including three
from Islamic countries and one
from United Nations during the
past five years. Despite being
honoured by foreign countries,
Modi is not getting the similar
respect in his own country. What
an irony it is!
RK Arora, Amritsar

NEED FOR BUDGETARY
HIKE IN EDUCATION
Leaders of all parties seem to
have a vested interest in keeping
their flock illiterate and backward, because an enlightened
electorate will not support their
casteist policies and reckless
privatisation of schools and colleges. The glorious revolution
promised by the Kothari Commission in 1965 is still elusive, to
say the least, as is borne out by
inadequate funding for the education sector during the past five
decades. The gains of secularism
must be reinforced and the flood
of privatisation and commercialisation stemmed.
Prof Mohan Singh,
Amritsar

REVIEW MECHANISM FOR
EDUCATIONAL BODIES
Apropos the article ‘The education system as it stands today’
(April 4), the enactment of the
Right to Education (RTE) was
followed by a welcome rise in
enrolment as per ACER data.
However, like in the previous
reports, the learning outcome, as

per the latest report, has not
improved. The law needs a supportive framework to cater to
students who can neither bank
on parental support nor can
afford coaching. The Centre
should institute a review mechanism involving all states for both
government and private institutions.
Aswant Kaur, Amritsar

RBI RATE CUT
NOT A PANACEA
The fruits of the rate cut by RBI
are reaped mostly by the upper
middle strata in the society. The
poor masses are seldom benefitted. Much should not be expected
from such rate cuts in terms of
economic growth as it is only the
governmental spending in infrastructure that can generate
employment to spur growth
when poor masses will have
additional purchasing power.
The very model of Indian economy has to be relooked into to
augment
self-employment
across all strata of the society, be
it skilled or unskilled.
Brij B Goyal, Ludhiana

NO FILM ON JALLIANWALA
It is distressing that no Bollywood filmmaker has made a feature film based on the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. At the time
of the brutal killings in 1919,
most prominent writers poured
out their feelings in prose or
poetry. But the modern filmmakers are busy in making biopics on
PMs, incumbent or former, even
as real heroes are forgotten.
Naresh Johar, Amritsar

In HP, BJP focus is on woman power
Gaurav Bisht
n

gaurav.bisht@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) is working overtime
to woo women electorate, who
outnumber men in 16 assembly
segments of four Lok Sabha constituencies.
As part of its election strategy,
the party has planned women
conventions in all the 68 assembly constituencies in the state its
election managers have set April
14 as the date to complete the
exercise.

“So far the party has held
women conventions in 48 assembly segments. We intend to organise such meets in the remaining
segments within a week,” said
BJP general secretary Chander
Mohan Thakur.
Chief minister Jai Ram Thakur and party’s Lok Sabha candidates had attended some of these
meets, he added.
Chander Mohan said woman
electorate outnumbered men in
Jai Singhpur and Sulah of Kangra Lok Sabha seat; Nachan,
Jogindernagar, Balh, Mandi,

Sarkaghat, Lahaul and Spiti of
Mandi seat; Dharampur, Sujanpur, Dehra, Ghumarwein, Hamirpur and Badsar in Hamirpur
seat and Jubbal and Kotkhai in
Shimla. Sulah in Kangra district
had 48618 women voters, the
highest in the state, he said.
“Women in Himachal are
empowered and aware of their
rights. Their involvement in
development works is much
more than men. It’s the women
who have made the Swatch Bharat Abhiyan successful in the
state,” he said. Women voters in

Himachal Pradesh constitute
48.71% of the registered 51.59 lakh
voters. In the 2017 assembly elections in the state, the women
turnout at polling stations surpassed that of men. Off the total 37
lakh votes polled in the assembly
elections, the number of women
voters was over 19 lakh against 18
lakh men. State BJP Mahila Morcha chief Indu Goswami, meanwhile, said the party was focussing on enrolling more women in
the party. “The women membership has already crossed 57,000,”
she said.

Agnihotri alleges
code violation
DHARAMSHALA : Leader of opposition in Himachal Pradesh
Mukesh Agnihotri on Sunday
accused the BJP-led government of violating the model code
of conduct by granting extension in service to a PWD officer.
The Congress leader said the
government recently granted
extension to the PWD chief engineer despite the model code of
conduct in place. A number of
engineers had also submitted a
memorandum to the chief secretary against the extension, he
said. “The Congress had filed a
complaint with the EC when the
government proposed extension of service to the officer.
Despite the complaint, the officer was granted extension,”
Agnihotri said.
HTC
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election2019
OnlywecanchallengeBJP,
saysMayaatUP Oppnrally
SHOW OF STRENGTH Says Congress not strong enough and it is busy dividing votes of the Uttar Pradesh alliance
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com,

DEOBAND: UttarPradesh’sOpposition alliance held its first joint
rally on Sunday, launching a
scathingattackonboththeruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Congress, which, it said,
was out to divide votes in the
politicallycrucialstatethatsends
80 members to the Lok Sabha.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
leader Mayawati, Samajwadi
PartyleaderAkhileshYadavand
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) leader
Ajit Singh put up a show of
strength in Saharanpur district,
which will vote in the first phase
of the Lok Sabha elections on
April 11, and sounded confident
ofthrowingastrongchallengeto
BJP, which alone won 71 seats in
the state in the 2014 elections.
“The Congress is not strong
enough to give a tough fight to
BJP. Only the grand alliance
can,” said Mayawati, who
addressed the rally first. “The
Congresshasthisrealisation.But
they think... the alliance should
not win. They have given tickets
on caste and religious calculations to help the BJP,” she said.
Mayawati said the Congress
was busy dividing the votes, and
cautionedthegatheringtoguard
against any such attempt. “In
western UP, where people of all
communities live...I want to tell
the Muslim community...do not
divide your votes...give it to the

n

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati, RLD chief leader Ajit Singh and his
HT PHOTO
son Jayant Chaudhary at a rally in Deoband, Uttar Pradesh, on Sunday.

BSP, SP and RLD alliance.”
“TheCongressremainedoutof
power due to its wrong policies
and the BJP will be out of power
because of its wrongdoings...,”
she added.
TheBSP leader’s appealtothe
Muslim community irked the
BJP, which registered a complaintwiththeElectionCommission. “We have requested the
Election Commission to act
against Mayawatiji so that such
remarksaren’tmadeduringelections,”UPBJPvicepresidentJPS
Rathore said.

Rathore, who is also the
incharge of the party’s poll management in UP,wrotein his complaintthataskingMuslimstocast
votes against a particular party
was akin to stoking communal
feelings. An EC official said the
pollwatchdoghassoughtrecordingsofthespeechesofMayawati,
YadavandSingh,whoaddressed
the gathering.
At the rally, supporters of the
threepartnersoftheUPcoalition
shouted slogans like “Gathbandhanzindabad(Longlivethealliance)”, waved their flags and

POLLDIARY
SS Ahluwalia
to fight from
Bardhaman
KOLKATA:BharatiyaJanata

Shah says rights
of Odisha MLAs
given to officers

Party (BJP) on Sunday
fieldedDarjeelingMPand
UnionministerofstateSS
Ahluwalia,67,fromBardhaman-Durgapur Lok
Sabha constituency completing its list of candidatesforWestBengal’s42
seats. Seventeen of the
party candidates are senior BJP leaders such as
Ahluwalia and Babul
Supriyo (Asansol seat).
There are 15 candidates
from civil society and
eight who who have
switched over fromother
parties.

BHUBANESWAR:Bharatiya Janata Party president Amit Shah
Sunday accused Odisha chief
minister Naveen Patnaik of
creating a “bizarre” political
culture of giving bureaucrats
an edge over elected representatives. Addressing a rally
here, after releaing party
maniesto, Shah alleged rights
of senior leaders of the ruling
Biju Janata Dal have been
handed over to bureaucrats.

Facebook
denies claims of
physical checks
NEWDELHI:Inastatementissued

Sunday,Facebookdeniedconducting any physical checks
onusersforthecontentoftheir
posts. “Facebookdoesnotconductanyformofphysicalverification in India, except for an
advertiser who plans to run
adsrelatedtopoliticsorissues
of national importance in
India,”aFacebookspokesperson said, reacting to a media
report.Facebookdoes offplatformchecksonlyforthosewho
want torunadsrelated topoliticsorissuesofnationalimportance in India.

RAHUL AGAIN
CHALLENGES PM
FOR A DEBATE
ON CORRUPTION

WB poll staff seek
security at booths

Press Trust of India

KOLKATA:Polling staff in five dis-

letters@hindustantimes.com

tricts of West Bengal continued
their agitation for the second day
Sunday demanding that central
forces bedeployed at every booth
in the state before they report for
duty.
Citing violence that marked
the panchayat elections in 2018,
they have said they would not
risk their lives nor take insults
that many had faced at the time.
Teachers and government
employees are assigned poll
duty.
Starting the agitation Saturday, the employees blocked traffic for three hours at Mathabhanga in Cooch Behar. They also
staged protests at Uleberia in
Howrah district, Chetla in Kolkata and Haldia in East Midnapore district.
At many places, the employees carried posters saying polling staff do not want to suffer the
same fate as Rajkumar Roy, a
presiding officer whose body was
found near a railway track at
Raigunj in North Dinajpur district during panchayat polls last
year.
While police had said Roy was
run over by a train, his family
had alleged foul play.
“The memories still haunt us.
Armed hooligans entered many
polling booths and asked us to
hand over the ballot papers. We
are here to do our job. We cannot
risk our lives,” a state government employee said requesting
anonymity.
The protests were lifted after
district officials assured them of
adequate arrangements at polling booths.
The agitation continued at
Diamond Harbour in South 24

n

NEW DELHI: Congress president

Rahul Gandhi on Sunday again
challenged Prime Minister Narendra Modi for a debate on the
issue of corruption.
Gandhi shared a clip of
Modi’s interview to a TV channel on Twitter in which the
prime minister is seen asking
the reporter if she believed the
Supreme Court verdict on
Rafale fighter jet deal with
France.
“You can run Mr Modi but
you can’t hide. Your karma is
about to catch up with you. The
country can hear it in your
voice,” Gandhi tweeted.
“Truth is a powerful thing. I
challenge you to a debate on corruption,” he said.
Gandhi had first challenged
Modi for a debate on national
security, corruption and foreign
policy on April 2 while addressing a gathering at Congress’s
manifesto release event at the
party headquarters here.
The opposition party has
repeatedly criticised the new
Rafale deal signed by the Modi
government, claiming it is costlier than the one negotiated by
the United Progressive Alliance
government and there is corruption involved.
The Congress has also
accused Modi of helping businessman Anil Ambani make a
profit of ₹30,000 crore by favouring him as the offset partner in
the deal. The government has
denied any wrongdoing in the
fighter jet agreement. Ambani
has also strongly rejected all
allegations.

Tanmay Chatterjee
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

EC SAYS CAN
TRANSFER
OFFICIALS
Press Trust of India
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The Election

Commission on Sunday
refuted West Bengal
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee’s allegations
that it transferred four
state police officers at the
behest of the Bharatiya
Janata Party.
It said the decision
was based on “feedback”
of official.
In a letter addressed to
Banerjee, the commission said, “It is unfortunate that an exercise carried out by ECI only for
the duration of the Model
Code of Conduct is being
labelled as arbitrary,
motivated at the behest
of ruling party at the
Centre.”
It said it is “fully
within its rights” to
transfer officers when
the model code of conduct is in place.

Parganas district on Sunday.
Sanjay Basu, additional chief
electoral officer for West Bengal,
said, “It is our responsibility to
ensure the safety of polling staff.
We will take all necessary steps.”
The opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party demanded last
week that all polling booths in
Bengal should be declared sensitive by EC and central forces
deployed in all of them.

danced to the beats of drums.
Some supporters of the Bhim
Army, a Dalit outfit, too were
seen at the venue. Mayawati,
however, has refused to align
with the group, saying it was
helping the BJP — a charge that
the Bhim Army denies.
Mayawati continued with her
tiradeagainstBJPandCongress.
“If the PM (Narendra Modi) was
seriousaboutthewelfareofpoor,
they(thegovernment)wouldnot
havebeeninauguratingschemes
afterpollswereannounced.They
would have performed during

theirtenure.”“RemovingModiis
notenough,(UPCM)Yogi(Adityanath)alsoneedstobeshownthe
door.”Shewasequallycriticalof
the Congress’s Nyuntam Aay
Yojana(NYAY),underwhichthe
party promised minimum guaranteed income to the poor. “The
Nyayscheme is not a stable solution for removing poverty, BSP
believesgivingjobstoeveryhand
is,” the BSP leader said.
Reacting to her statement, UP
CongressleaderZeeshanHaider
avoided making a direct attack.
“The Congress is contesting the
elections. So are the BJP, the
SP-BSP-RLDallianceandothers.
All parties talk to voters...The
BJP’s government is going, and
only the Congress will replace it.
Votersarewise,letthemdecide.”
At the Opposition rally, Akhilesh said, “The policies of both
theCongressandtheBJParethe
same...The Congress does not
want to bring in a change.” “In
2014, we trusted a chaiwala (tea
seller), thepollpromiseofcrores
of jobs and so many other promises. Now we are being told to
trust the chowkidar. We will
removechowkidars’(watchmen)
from all the chowkis (post),” he
told the crowd.
RLD president Singh, who is
contestingfromtheMuzaffarnagar seat, took a dig at the BJP’s
promiseof“achchhedin”,saying
Modi wasn’t talking about people’s but his own “achche din”.
(With agency inputs)

PM, Mamata engage in war
of words at Bengal rallies
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILIGURI/KOLKATA :Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and chief minister Mamata Banerjee got into a
war of words again on Sunday as
they addressed rallies in West
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri and Cooch
Behar ahead of the first phase of
Lok Sabha polls on April 11.
“Mamata Banerjee has an
alliance with people who want
two prime ministers; one for
Delhi and one for Jammu and
Kashmir,” Modi said at his election rally in Cooch Behar.
Modi’s comments came days
after National Conference
leader Omar Abdullah on Monday last referred to the post of
Prime Minister Jammu and
Kashmir had until the 1960s.
Abdullah, who has shared the
stage with Banerjee in Opposition events, said they would
restore the nomenclature if they
return to power.
Modi referred to scams like
Saradha and added everyone
knows who benefitted from
them. “I promise to expose all of
that,” Modi said.
An unlicensed fund media
conglomerate Saradha Group
went bust in April 2013 and
wiped out deposits from mostly
low-income investors.
Banerjee hit back at her rally
in Jalpaiguri. “I have seen many
prime ministers. But I have
never seen a man of such low
taste as we see now. Today you
[Modi] referred to Narada and
Saradha scams and you said this
with one of the main accused in
both scams sitting on the same
dais,” Banerjee said. She was
referring Mukul Roy, who is
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a rally in Cooch Behar, Sunday.

now with BJP.
Modi said Bengal’s people
had put their faith in Banerjee
but she shattered it. “The auntnephew duo has handed over
Bengal to extortionists,’’ Modi
said without naming Banerjee’s
nephew and Parliament member, Abhishek Banerjee. “She
has blocked all development.”
Banerjee said Modi can’t get
away with lies. “All institutions,
starting from Reserve Bank of
India to Central Bureau of
Investigation are failing.”
Modi said the erstwhile communist government resorted to
misrule in Tripura and people
were disgusted. “But while people of Bengal put their faith in
Didi, voters in Tripura selected
us. We changed Tripura, but in
Bengal, Didi adopted a short-cut
and followed the same path
shown by the Marxists she
defeated,’’ he said
Banerjee referred to her visit
to the BJP-ruled Assam last
week and said the state’s people
come to Bengal for medical

PTI

treatment.
Modi said infiltration was one
of the biggest problems in the
region. “We want to amend the
citizenship laws and introduce
strict laws against human trafficking but Didi is opposed to
both. We will rescue Bengal
from TMC terror.”
Banerjee called the Citizenship Amendment Bill, which
lapsed before Parliament could
ratify it in February, draconian.
“It will make people aliens in
their homeland. We will never
allow its implementation.”
Voting in West Bengal will
take place in all seven phases
from April 11 to May 19. The BJP
has been trying to make inroads
into West Bengal which has the
most -- 42 seats -- after Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. It has
peaked in its western and north
Indian strongholds like Uttar
Pradesh, where it won 71 out of
80 seats to return to power in
2014. In Tripura’s Udaipur,
Modi attacked the Congress and
the Left Front.

Growing Indian impatience could spark
war-like situation, warns Hooda report

NCP chief attacks
Modi for ‘family
feud’ comment

Anisha Dutta and Rahul Singh

Press Trust of India

n
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NEWDELHI: The general who over-

saw the Indian Army’s 2016 surgical strikes in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir has warned that
“growing Indian impatience”
and a strong response to terror
incidents could escalate the conflict to a war-like situation, adding the country should not rule
out dialogue with the neighbour.
In a report on India’s National
Security Strategy authored for
the Congress party, former
Northern Army Commander
Lieutenant General DS Hooda
(retd) said the events following
the February 14 Pulwama suicide attack clearly established
new redlines in India’s response
to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
“However, there is no doubt
that military actions carry the
risk of escalation and this needs
to be factored into our future
plans,” he wrote in the 41-page
report.
“There is a need to have a sustained and long-term strategy to
build consistent pressure on
Pakistan to desist from supporting terror. Diplomacy and economic isolation will play a large
part in this strategy,” he noted in
the report. He said talks with
Pakistan must be structured,

n

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalated after a terror attack
HT FILE
on a CRPF convoy in J&K’s Pulwama in February.

and pursued based on results.
He said even after three decades of conflict, Jammu and
Kashmir remained India’s biggest internal security challenge.
“Violence has significantly
dipped from its peak in 2001 that
saw over 4,500 deaths in the state.
However, from a low in 2012,
there has been a steady increase
in violence levels in the past six
years,” he said.
The report said the strife in
the border state was fuelled by
two critical factors: Pakistan’s
constant support to terror, and a
“sense of anger” and “alienation” among sections of the population in Kashmir valley.

On China, he said the ongoing
border talks had reached no
breakthrough and focus of negotiations must shift to accurately
defining the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
“This too is a complicated task
but if successful, will go a long
way in preventing the occurrence of flashpoints like Depsang, Chumar, and Dokalam.”
He said India must be prepared
to strongly contest any violation
of its perception of the LAC.
Hooda picked holes in the military’s capability shortfalls.
“Most of the army’s equipment is in the vintage category…
The air force is faced with a

reducing fighter strength… The
navy faces a capability gap in
conventional submarines, naval
utility helicopters…”
The report said India should
continue to build up its triad of
land, air, and sea-based missiles
and modernise its older land
missile systems for deterrence
against nuclear threats. He
added that India needs to start
building up a missile defence
system to protect major cities.
Speaking about the report, he
said: “The Congress party are
seeking public comments on the
report so that they can refine it
and adopt it as their vision of a
national security strategy.” He
added that his team will assist
the party if some explanations
are required on the report or if it
is to be further refined.
“Congress has put up the
report on our website in order to
invite suggestions from various
security experts across India as
well as ordinary people, ex-servicemen, serving officers, thinktanks etc, so that our national
security apparatus is based upon
open discussion and deliberation. We will then study everything before deciding which portion of the report to include. We
are thankful to Lt Gen Hood for
the effort he has made,” Congress spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said.

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: NationalistCongressParty

chiefSharadPawarSaturdaytargeted Prime Minister Narendra
Modiforclaimingthereweredisputes in the former’s family.
Pawar said the insinuation
was coming from a man who did
nothaveanyexperienceofafamily life, or knowledge where his
familymemberswerepresently.
Modi,duringarallyinWardha
on April 1, had claimed Pawar
waslosinghisgriponNCPwhich
was hit by a “family feud”.
“Pawar’s grip on the party is
loosening. The situation is that
Pawar saheb’s nephew (Ajit
Pawar)istryingtotakecontrolof
the party. Because of this, the
NCPfacedproblemsinticketdistribution,” the PM had said.
Responding to the comments,
Pawarsaid, “PMModisaidthere
aredisputesinthePawarfamily.
That Ajit Pawar has taken control of the family and that the
Pawarfamilyisnolongerunited.
I would like to tell him that we
brothers were raised in a cultured atmosphere and our
mother gave us virtues.”
“A person who does not have
any experience of a family nor
anyideawherehisfamilyispresentlyistryingtoinquireinto(that
of) others,” Pawar said.

facetoface
VIJAY RUPANI, Gujarat chief minister

‘This Lok Sabha election is all about Narendra Modi’
Gujarat chief minister Vijay
Rupani feels that Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) national
president Amit Shah being in
the fray from Gandhinagar –
his maiden Lok Sabha contest
-- will play a pivotal role in
helping his party retain all 26
seats in its bastion. In an interview with Hiral Dave,
Rupani says the 2019 general
election is all about one man,
Narendra Modi, and he alone
can lead the fight to end terror.
Edited excerpts:

Development and Gujarat model
were among the BJP’s top poll
planks in earlier Lok Sabha elections. What are the major issues
in this election?
There is a build-up to every
election. No two elections are
similar. Analysis by political
pundits based on previous circumstances is not fair. This
election is all about Narendra
Modi. After Uri and Pulwama
attacks, the question is who
will end terrorism. The
answer is Narendra Modi.
I’ll give you an example.
The 26/11 attack was one of the
most horrific terror strikes.

There was not much public
anger then as people had no
expectations from Manmohan
Singh (the then PM).
The Uri attack killed 19 jawans and 40 died in Pulwama.
This time, people had expectations and Modi met them (with
surgical strikes in 2016 and
2019). People want an end to
terrorism and only Modi can
lead this fight. People have
made up their mind to re-elect
him as PM.
Secondly, Modi’s five-year
rule has remained sincere.
Rafale (allegations of irregularity in fighter jet deal) is
bogus. Nobody can raise a finger at Modi to say he has done
anything for his personal
interest. The PM has earned
the people’s confidence that he
is a chowkidar.

If this election is all about Narendra Modi, why did the BJP drop 11
of the 26 sitting MPs?
There are various reasons.
Age was the factor in the case
of (L K) Advaniji (Gandhinagar MP) and a few others like
Lilladhar Vaghela and Prabhatsinh Chauhan. Vithalbhai

winning only 99 seats in the 182member House?

Radadiya (Porbandar MP) has
not been keeping well. But the
dropped MPs are very much in
support of the new candidates,
unlike in the Congress.

In 2014, when Modi contested
from Vadodara, BJP won all 26
seats in Gujarat. This time, Amit
Shah is contesting from Gandhinagar. Is his charisma on par with
Modi’s and can it help you retain
all 26 seats?
Yes, Amitbhai matches the
charisma of Modi. His candidature has rejuvenated the cadre.
We are definitely going to win
all 26 seats again.

But isn’t the task going to be
tougher this time given the BJP
recorded its worst performance in
years in the 2017 assembly polls,

Before the 2017 polls, Patidars
launched an agitation. The agitation ended with announcement of 10% EWS quota.
Besides, Congress spread lies
about an agrarian crisis. We
have taken several steps to
ensure there is no rural distress. In the last three years,
various agri-produce have
been purchased at a cost of
~8,500 crore. We have paid
~1,750 crore to 17 lakh farmers
as compensation for crop damage. More than 50 lakh farmers’ families have benefited
from the Pradhan Mantri Sanman Yojana.

When Congress president Rahul
Gandhi campaigned for the 2017
Gujarat elections, his party won
77 seats -- its best performance in
three decades. Now, newly
elected general secretary Priyanka Gandhi will also campaign
in Gujarat. What will be the
impact?
It’s not that Congress performed well. Circumstances
like the Patidar agitation
which worked in their favour.

But even after 22 years of BJP
rule, Gujarat voters gave us
another term. There was a difference of 23 seats between the
BJP and Congress. The verdict
was in our favour.
Rahul Gandhi’s campaign
was not a success. They could
not form a government. Similarly, Priyanka’s campaign
will have no impact. In fact,
they are losing Amethi
(Rahul’s constituency), which
is why he is also contesting
from Wayanad.

Patidar and Congress leader Hardik Patel has accused BJP of sabotaging his electoral debut by
“delaying” hearings on his plea
for a stay on the two-year jail term
in a riot case. What’s your
response?
It was Gujarat high court and
not BJP that refused to stay his
sentence. He had announced
he would contest from Jamnagar but one visit to the constituency was enough for him to
see the reality. The court verdict has come as a boon for him.
Had he contested the elections,
he would have seen himself biting the dust.
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I SEE A VERY CLEAR TREND IN BJP’S FAVOUR. PEOPLE
WANT TO GIVE MODI ANOTHER CHANCE...

> PRAKASH JAVADEKAR, human resource development minister

I-T raids Kamal Nath aides
NATIONWIDE SEARCHES Officials say
ostensible reason for raids is tax evasion
and hawala transactions ahead of polls
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI/BHOPAL:Income Tax officials on Sunday launched nationwide raids on Sunday, targeting
at least four dozen locations in
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi, all
residences and offices of people
linked to chief minister Kamal
Nath. Those raided include
Nath’s former Officer on Special
Duty Pravin Kakkar, former
advisor Rajendra Miglani and
executives linked to his brotherin-law’s firm Moser Baer and his
nephew Ratul Puri’s company,
Hindustan Powerprojects Pvt
Ltd, IT, and finance ministry officials said on condition of anonymity.
The ostensible reason for the
searches was tax evasion, according to the IT officials, who
claimed they had information on
this. They added that they suspect movement of money through
hawala channels during the
ongoing poll season. “Searches
on Miglani and Kakkar, as an outcome of credible information of
movement of cash, are being conducted. 50 premises have been
covered. ~9 crore cash has been
recovered till 3 pm (on Sunday).
The counting is still on. Several
incriminating documents have
been found,” a CBDT official with
direct knowledge of the matter

said requesting anonymity.
In a statement, chief minister
Kamal Nath said: “It will be
appropriate to comment [on I-T
raids] only when the situation
regarding the raids becomes
clear but entire country knows as
to how and against whom they
[the BJP] have been using constitutional bodies for the past 5
years. They use these bodies to
frighten [others]. When they have
nothing to say on development
they use such sinister design
against opponents.” “When BJP
sees imminent defeat in Lok
Sabha polls it has resorted to such
actions to draw advantage in the
election. In the assembly elections held last year too they had
adopted similar tactics”
Miglani said he was in Chhindwara. “I don’t know about the
raids,” he said, while Kakkar
couldn’t be reached for a comment.
Madhya Pradesh Congress
media in charge Shobha Oza said:
“The raids are an outcome of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
frustration caused by BJP’s
defeat in three states (Madhya
Pradesh, Chattisgarh, and
Rajasthan, in late 2018). Raids
were carried out to malign the
image of Congress party and
exert pressure on it during the
Lok Sabha elections.”
Interestingly, in a blog
released on Sunday, Union minis-

CRPF, police
face off during
Bhopal raids
Ranjan and Shruti Tomar
n
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BHOPAL: There was a heated

n

The I-T department conducts raids at the residence of Pravin
Kakkar, Madhya Pradesh chief minister Kamal Nath’s former
officer on special duty, in Bhopal on Sunday. MUJEEB FARUQUI/HT PHOTO

ter Arun Jaitley said: “The past
few days have witnessed several
cases where the Election Commission and the revenue authorities, both separately and acting
jointly, trying to curb the use of
black money in elections. These
actions have been particularly
significant in States like Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, North-East and Madhya
Pradesh. The Election Commission and the Income-tax authorities work in close tandem during
elections.” The raids in Bhopal
and Indore began at about 3 am,
and were conducted by IT officers
who came from Delhi and were
accompanied by CRPF personnel. There was a heated exchange
of words on Sunday evening
between the MP police and the
CRPF personnel at Platinum
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Plaza, where raids were being
conducted.
The raids were conducted at
Kakkar’s Indore bungalow, his
office, a marriage venue owned
by him; and another flat. The
raids in Bhopal were conducted
at Kakkar’s official residence at
Nadir Colony at Shayamala
Hills,and residence of two of his
associates, Ashwini Sharma at
Platinum Plaza , and Prateek
Joshi at Shyamala Hills. Both
Kakkar and Miglani had resigned
from their posts just before the
Lok Sabha polls were declared.
“Searches on Miglani and Kakkar, as an outcome of credible
information of movement of cash,
is being conducted. 50 premises
has been covered. Rs 9 crore cash
has been recovered till 3pm (on
Sunday).

exchange of words between the
Madhya Pradesh police and the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) at Bhopal’s Platinum
Plaza, where the Income Tax (IT)
department is conducting
raids.
“We have been posted here on
instructions of our seniors,” said
CRPF officer Pradeep Dadar,
who was seen arguing with the
police.
The MP police team led by
Bhopal superintendent of police,
Bhupendra Singh, reached the
apartment and said a few residents, who were not feeling well,
had called the police.
As the police tried to enter the
apartment, CPRF personnel prevented them, saying they cannot
be allowed inside until the IT
raids were completed. Later,
both CRPF and MP police called
additional forces.
Former chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said, “There
is a constitutional crisis in Madhya Pradesh. Why the IT department team is not being allowed to
work? Who asked the local police
to reach there?”

A flight booking call gave NIA
leads to nab LeT funding head
Neeraj Chauhan
n
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NEWDELHI: It was a call to the Inter-

active Voice Response system of
Emirates Airlines in Dubai about
a flight booking, but it provided
the National Investigation
Agency with a crucial evidence to
nail a Pakistani national, Dubaibased Mohammad Kamran, as
the head of the Lashkar-e-Taiba’s
funding activities in India.
This is perhaps the first time
an enquiry with an airline’s automated system is being used by the
agency for such a purpose.
Two weeks ago, NIA filed a
charge sheet naming Kamran,
Delhi-based Mohammad Salman
and Rajasthan-based Mohammad Salim, for conspiring to create logistics bases and sleeper
cells for LeT’s financial

arm, Falah-i-Insaniyat Foundation. The cells were sought to be
created in Delhi and Haryana in
the garb of religious work. Salman, who was receiving instructions and funds from Dubai, and
Salim were arrested in September 2018.
HT has accessed the details of
the charge sheet.
To establish that Kamran (who
is currently absconding), in association with LeT chief Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed, the mastermind of the Mumbai terror
attacks, and FIF’s deputy chief
Shahid Mehmood were sending
terror funds to India, NIA needed
their voice samples to match with
evidence collected during investigations. With its intelligence
revealing that Kamran recently
made an enquiry with Emirates
Airlines in Dubai about a book-

ing, NIA reached out to the airline’s local office, which provided
a recording of the call.
The agency compared this
with telephone intercepts of conversations featuring Kamran
that it recovered in the form of a
CD from the residence of Arif
Ghulambashir Dharampuria, an
associate of Kamran, in Valsad,
Gujarat, in January. The CD contained the voices of Kamran and
Mehmood .
Mehmood’s voice sample was
also taken from a video on YouTube, an interview with a TV
channel in Pakistan.
According to NIA, forensic
experts confirmed that Kamran’s
voice on the CD and the Emirates
IVR recording matched.
Similarly, Mehmood’s voice
on the CD and YouTube video
also matched.

‘ W O R S E N I N G S I T U AT I O N ’

CRPF troops evacuated from Libya
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India evacuated its

entire contingent of peacekeeping forces comprising 15 CRPF
personnel from Tripoli after the
situation there “suddenly worsened”, Union minister for external affairs Sushma Swaraj said
on Sunday.
“The situation in Libya has
suddenly worsened. There is
fighting in Tripoli. Indian
Embassy in Tunisia @IndiainTu-

nisia has evacuated the entire
contingent of 15 CRPF personnel
yesterday itself. I appreciate the
excellent work by the Indian
Embassy in Tunisia. #Libya,”
Swaraj tweeted on Sunday.
The Indian Ambassador to
Tunisia has the concurrent
charge of Libya. The CRPF contingent is deployed as the peacekeeping force in Tripoli, Swaraj
said.
The conflict shaking Libya
escalated after the self-styled Libyan National Army, led by Field

Marshal Khalifa Hifter, launched
a surprise offensive against the
capital Tripoli last week, a move
that could potentially drag the
country back into civil war.
Libya has been gripped by
unrest since the 2011 uprising
that overthrew and killed longtime dictator Moammar Gadhafi.
Fighting was underway Sunday at the international airport,
some 24 kilometers (15 miles)
from central Tripoli, after
Hifter claimed to have seized the
area.

ODISHA MANIFESTOS

BJP, Congress
focus on farmers
and women
Debabrata Mohanty
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR : The Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress on Sunday released their
manifestos for Odisha, which
goes to assembly polls along with
the national elections, with a
focus on farmers and women.
Releasing the party manifesto
in a city hotel, BJP chief Amit
Shah said if voted to power in the
state, the first job of the government will be to free farmers and
sharecroppers “from the clutches
of moneylenders” and ease their
debt burden. “Our manifesto is
based on nine points that are like
nine pillars of our vision for the
development of ‘New Odisha’,” he
said, after releasing the manifesto.
In its manifesto, the BJP promised a monthly pension of ₹3,000
for small and medium farmers
above the age of 60 years; expansion of irrigation network across
the state and 95% subsidy on solar
pump-sets.
The party has also promised to
award death sentence to rapists
of girls aged 15 years and below.
The party also intends to set up a
Skill Odisha Fund of ₹3,500 crore
to train unemployed youth in the
state.
The state’s ruling Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) was quick to hit out at
the BJP.”The BJP released its
election manifesto for 2019 Odi-

BJP PROMISED TO
AWARD DEATH PENALTY
TO RAPISTS OF GIRLS
AGED 15 YRS AND BELOW
WHILE CONG SAID IN ITS
MANIFESTO THAT IT
WOULD INTRODUCE 33%
QUOTA FOR WOMEN IN
JOBS AND EDUCATION
sha elections. Just as the 2014
election manifesto was full of lies
and falsehood, the 2019 election
manifesto of BJP succeeds it with
bigger lies and falsehood,” the
party said in a press release.
The Congress, on its part, has
promised a loan waiver of up to ₹2
lakh and special financial assistance of ₹10,000 annually for the
next three years to the farmers .
“One person in every family will
have a job, either in the public or
the private sector and the jobless
will get an unemployment allowance of ₹3,000,” read the party
manifesto.
The party has also promised
33% reservation in central and
state government jobs for
women, free education at all levels and financial assistance to
needy families for the marriage of
their daughter(s) and a ₹2,000
monthly pension for widows and
single women above 60 years.

Land rights of
tribals talking
point in Bastar
BASTAR: For Bheema Mandavi, 35,

a tribal from Chhattisgarh’s Maoist insurgency-hit Bastar, issues
that are a bit too close to home
matter more than anything else
ahead of three-phase national
polls in the state in April. He
echoed many tribals as he listed
rights over land as the main poll
issue unlike national issues such
as nationalism.
Bastar, where tribals account
for 70% population, is beset with
problems. It has poor mobile connectivity; only a few households
closer to highways have TVs and
Maoist writ runs large while the
political parties like BJP and ruling Congress are known only by
poll symbols. Amid all of this,
land rights appear to top the
issues that voters care about in
the backdrop of Supreme Court’s
order in February to 17 states,
including Chhattisgarh, to evict
nearly a million tribals after their
claims of the right to live in for-

ests were rejected under Forest
Rights Act. It put the order on
hold days later.
Congress in Chhattisgarh was
quick to blame Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government for
not representing tribals properly
before the court. It started
reviewing the Forest Land Act
and allocation of land ownership
documents to tribals.
“We will vote for those who
ensure that nobody takes our
land. Nationalism cannot get
votes here,” Mandavi said. He
added political leaders only visit
them during polls. “They do not
matter. For us, our land is most
important,” he added. Kichhu
Rama, a Chhattisgarh Police constable said: “As soon as the SC
order came, pamphlets were distributed and several protest rallies were also held,’’ he said. He
added the protests ended only
after CM Bhagel promised that no
eviction will take place.
HTC
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Oftransparency
inthejudiciary YoungvoterswilldecideIndia’sfate
SHASHI SHEKHAR

Should standards be different
for different arms of the state?

T

he issue of transparency has been a sticking point
for the highest judiciary, especially with respect to
the appointment of judges and administration of justice. The extraordinary January 2018 press conference by four seniormost judges of the Supreme

Court (SC) was a result of this. Now a
five-judge bench of the Supreme Court

ourtake

— Chief Justice of India, Ranjan Gogoi,
and three future chief justices, Justice N V Ramana, Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice Sanjiv Khanna along with Justice
Deepak Gupta — are tackling the issue of whether all information on the appointment and assets of judges can be put out in the
public domain.
It is telling that arguments on a petition by the SC defending
its decision to not part with information on judicial appointments and assets of judges were made in the SC and before SC
judges recently. So, should the highest judiciary be blocking
information in the name of judicial independence? After all, the
SC imposes rigorous standards of transparency on elected repre-

As India goes to polls, first-time voters are being
lured by lots of promises, but will they be fulfilled?

T

hecountryisfacinganavalanche
of electoralpromiseswhichcome
thundering down every five
years.Inmostofthepromisesthis
time,effortsarefocusedonluring
youngvoters.Towhatextentwill
these promises be realised? This question
can’tbeanswerednowbutifyoungvotersare
the focus of the electoral discourse, this
should be considered as an auspicious sign.
This was bound to happen. In the last few
elections, this fact has emerged very clearly
that the electors voting for the first or second
time now hold a decisive position. All available data confirms this. In the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, there were about 10 crore new voters added. Of these, nearly 2.5 crore were
under 20 years of age and had acquired the
right to vote for the first time. In the previous
elections, among a total of 81.5 crore registered voters, 52% were below 40 years of age.
Needlesstosaythatthisisthesectionofour
societyuponwhoseshoulderstheresponsibility of building the future of this country lies.
This class needs the right guidance and support. Look at the data. The crumbling education system has made the initial foundation
for building character and personality very
weakanddecrepit.Talksandeffortsforsocial
reforms are now limited to professional

NGOs. It’s clear that the “light houses” for
guiding the youth are now no longer there.
Nowistheeraofsocialmediaandtheinformation that flows through it has utterly
ruined all respect for knowledge in our society. Every day, ridiculous things are mentionedaboutaleader,ahistoricalpersonality
or Indian culture that the air already deadly
with the toxicity of all the ideological dirt
being aired. According to Hong Kong-based
Counterpoint Research, India has 43 crore
smartphone users. Through these smartphones, they access WhatsApp. WhatsApp
operatorsthemselvesclaimthat20crorepeople in India actively use this messaging service. There are 87,000 active user groups
whichcontinuouslykeepcirculatingvarious
kindsofmessages.Thisisthebestmediumfor
the electoral warriors to reach and convey
their opinion to the people.
This is how we continue to get a wide variety of audio, video and written messages
throughout the day and night. These messagescontainthedetailsofsomeone’scharacter
ortheevildeedsofsomeoneelse.Thisisanatural Indian mentality that we feel happy to
consume a piece of information which we
have received free of cost. But this delight is
nowprovingtobecostlyasouryounggenerationis beingbrainwashedintoreadilyaccept-

n

If young voters are the focus of the
electoral discourse, this should be
considered as an auspicious sign

HT

ing half-truths or complete lies.
Look at the figures to see how pervasive
this menace is. This time a total of 90 crores
voters has been registered. The number of
first-time young voters among them is 1.5
crore.Allofthemare18to20yearsofage.Ifwe
look at this figure closely we will find that
mostoftheyoungfirst-timevotershavebeen
registeredinUttarPradesh,Bihar,WestBengal, Rajasthan and Maharashtra. There are

235 Lok Sabha seats in these states. That
meansthesestateswillplayasignificantrole
intheformationofthenewgovernmentatthe
Centre because 43% of Lok Sabha members
will be elected from these states.
Thesituation onthe groundin these states
is pathetic. Farmers here have been committing suicide, women are unsafe, a large numberofunemployed youth alsobelongto these
states. Whether it is social inequality or the
feudalmentality,the worstill-effects ofthese
are seen in these areas.
Observe theparadox.Mostofthecountry’s
primeministershavecomefromtheseareas.
Yettheyareinsuchapatheticcondition.Why
isthis?Ifwestartlookingforananswertothis
question, we will have to write many such
articles, but the truth is that the youth of this
area will play a decisive role in electing the
new government. This section will also have
the maximum expectation of attention from
the government.
They are dissatisfied with their condition
andwillcasttheirvotewiththehopethattheir
problems will be resolved in next five years.
Will theirhopes be fulfilled? This abundance
of promisesdoesn’tbodegood.Thismaybring
in a flood of votes for political leaders but the
voters will only become more frustrated and
desperate. And in such a scenario, the invisible alchemists of social mediawill succeed in
misguiding voters.
Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan
The views expressed are personal

sentatives while it seems decidedly reluctant to apply the same
standards to itself. Last year, in a verdict dealing with the crimi-

Guaranteed employment
is agood waytoensure
minimum incomeinIndia

politicallyright

nalisation of politics, it had made it compulsory for candidates
and political parties to issue declarations in the media on their

VIKRAM SAMPATH

criminal antecedents, if any. The judicial opacity cleared up
slightly in recent times with the decisions of the supreme collegium on appointments being put out on the SC website. But only
seven of the 27 SC judges have put out their assets on the website,
the proportion being less in high courts.

Policy makers must examine income and employment
guarantee schemes to secure an India free from poverty

Justice Gogoi suggested that too much transparency could
destroy the judiciary, while not defending opaqueness. Can there
be different standards for transparency across different arms of
the state? The usual argument is that transparency will under-

RADHICKA
KAPOOR

mine judicial independence. The notion that negative information about certain judges may be an impediment to their
progress is misguided. Those under a cloud should not be cleared
to move into higher positions. The judiciary must be beyond
reproach. This is something the judiciary itself must reflect and
act on rather than be pushed on the matter by lawmakers and
civil society.
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The world must develop
sustainable food systems
TheEAT-Lancetcommission’sdietplan
willhelpreducebothhungerandobesity

T

he world’s menu needs a drastic overhaul. At least 820
million people going hungry worldwide and close to
two billion eating too much of the wrong food have
made unhealthy diets a bigger cause of death and dis-

ease than unsafe sex, drugs, alcohol and tobacco use combined.
As human diets are inextricably linked to health and environmental sustainability, the EAT-Lancet Commission has put
together the first scientific evidence on a diet plan that meets the
nutritional requirements of a 10 billion and growing population
by 2050 while staying within a sustainable food production system that does not harm the planet.
Compared with currently popular diets, the global adoption
of the new recommendations requires the world to halve its consumption of red meat and sugar and increase nuts, fruits, vegetables, and legumes intake at least two-fold. As countries in North
America eat almost 6.5 times the recommended amount of red
meat, and countries in South Asia, including India, eat less than
half the amount, these food targets will need to be applied locally.
The immediate challenge is to develop sustainable food systems by improving food production and reducing food waste.
India is the second-largest grower of fruits and vegetables globally. It produces 97 million metric tonnes of fruits and 179.69
metric tonnes of vegetables, but around 40% of vegetables produced are wasted. Reviving traditional diets and promoting local
produce and improving the cold chain, including storage, transport and processing are essential for the optimal use of produce.
Introducing policies to encourage people to choose healthy food,
including improving logistics and storage, moving from high volumes of crops to producing varied nutrient-rich crops and halving food waste are issues that need to be addressed to make nutrition sustainable and reduce hunger and obesity.

People hold placards as they take part in a protest march for a vote to reject the current
environment of hate and violence in the country, New Delhi, April 4
REUTERS

Faults in the political
narrative of India today
It would be best not to subscribe to false alarmism and
selective outrage, which is what is being done right now

W

ith elections round the corner,
the usual suspects are out with
their fear-mongering. From
economists to allegedly independent filmmakers, writers and artists are
back with petitions and appeals to their compatriots to oust the BJP government. While
theyarewellwithintheirdemocraticrightsto
makesuchappeals,itisnaturalforotherswho
do not subscribe to this false alarmism and
selective outrage to counter this narrative.
The story of a country cannot be defined by
perceptions and feelings of a select few.
If one were to investigate the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, it
revealsthatundertheUPA,from2009to2013,
crimes against Dalits rose by 17.3%. This
meantalmostonecrimeevery 15minutes for
all the five years. In fact, 2013 was the worst
year as per the NCRB data where crimes
againstwomen,SCsandSTsroseby27%,17%
and15%respectivelyvis-à-vis2012.Thesame
numbers stood at 3%, 18% and 8% in 2015
undertheNDA.ThelatestNCRBreporttoo,as
of2016,reportsanunder5%growthincrimes
against women and SC/STs. So when these
supposed intellectuals talk about increasing
hate crimes against Dalits or minorities,
which data points do they base their
arguments on?
The issue of cow slaughter is a sensitive
one. We must not forget that it was one of the
reasonsforthe1857uprisingtoo.Leaderssuch
asMahatmaGandhiandVinobhaBhavecampaignedorfasteduntodeathdemandingaban
onkillingcows.Morethan20stateshavelaws
forbidding the same – most of which were
implemented during the Congress regimes.
Severalcultureshaveforbiddencertainkinds
ofmeat.DogmeatisbannedinGermany,Britain,Ireland,FranceandAustralia,asishorse
meat in the US. It is the human sentiment
attached with that animal.
That cattle thefts lead to social unrest in
rural India where they are important for the
agrarianeconomyis evidentinthe datafrom
2000to2017thatshows63vigilanteattacks;an
average of nine per year. While no civilised
societyshouldcondonelynchingofanyform,
theintensepublicitythattheseattacksattract
now is for political gains.

THE LIST OF BOOKS AND FILMS
BANNED AFTER 1947 CAN PUT
OUR DEMOCRACY TO SHAME. IN
FACT, INDIA WAS THE FIRST
COUNTRY TO BAN SALMAN
RUSHDIE’S SATANIC VERSES EVEN
BEFORE AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI’S
THEOCRATIC IRAN DID!
Wearetoldthattherehasbeentremendous
censorship and hounding of artists under
Modi.Have we reallyforgottenthatMajrooh
Sultanpuriwasjailedfortwoyearsin1949for
his poem comparing Nehru to Hitler’s protégé?UtpalDuttwasarrestedforsevenmonths
forhisplays----Kallolin1965andDuswapner
Nagari in 1974 --- by Congress chief minister
SSRaywhohadfamouslycommented:“Political plays will be politically dealt with.” Kishore Kumar was blacklisted for refusing to
sing at a Congress function. The list of books
and films banned after 1947 can put our
democracy to shame.
Films such as Aandhi, Kissa Kursi ka,
Garam Hawa, Da Vinci Code, Amu, Indu
Sarkar,Rajneeti,Aarakshan,TangoCharlie;
or books like Nehru: A Political Biography,
Nine Hours of Rama, Understanding Islam
through the Hadis, Moor’s Last Sigh,
Midnight’sChildrentonameaminisculefew;
thehoundingorphysicalharmcausedtoSalmanRushdie,VSNaipaul,TaslimaNasreen,
Sanal Edamaruku, TJ Joseph. In fact, India
was the first country to ban Satanic Verses
evenbeforeAyatollahKhomeini’stheocratic
Iran did!
These politically-motivated appeals
remind one of writer James Rozoff who said:
“Sheep only need a single flock, but people
needtwo,onetobelongtoandmakethemfeel
comfortable, andanotherto blameall ofsociety’s problems on!”
Vikram Sampath is an author/historian/political analyst
and a senior fellow at the Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library, with an upcoming biography of Savarkar
The views expressed are personal

W

ith elections upon us, Indian
politicians are in a race to
attract voters with handouts
and sops. Significant among
these are promises of income transfer
programmes. It started with the PM Kisan
Yojana, an initiative by the incumbent
National Democratic Alliance government to provide small and marginal farmers ~6000 per year as minimum income
support. More recently, the Congress has
announced the Nyuntam Aay Yojana
(NYAY), which promises to provide ~6,000
a month or ~72,000 annually to the 20% of
the poorest households in the country.
Apprehensions have been raised about
the fiscal implications of the scheme.
There are also concerns about whether the
introduction of income transfers will eliminate or phase out existing welfare
schemes.
The more serious challenge, however,
lies in the identification of the beneficiary
households. In an economy like India’s, in
which a disproportionately large share of
people are self employed and hardly any
robust household income data exists,
implementing a scheme contingent on
income is nothing short of a logistical
nightmare.
While poverty levels have been falling
over the years, in 2011-12 (the year when
India’s last official poverty estimates were
released) 270 million people were below
the poverty line defined the Tendulkar
committee. In a country which is still
home to such a large number of poor, the
idea of income transfers is certainly an
appealing one. However, it is also an
admission of the fact that the impressive
economic growth witnessed by India has
not been inclusive. The inability of the
State to ensure access to key basic services
such as education and health has impeded
the poor from participating in the growth
process. To absolve itself of these
responsibilities, the State is doling out
cash to the poor.
Income transfers can never address the
root cause of poverty. Poverty in India is a
consequence of myriad complex factors.
One of the primary reasons is that people do not have work that provides
incomes which are necessary to meet their
basic needs.
Data from the Labour Bureau’s
Employment Unemployment Survey

A LARGE SHARE OF
HOUSEHOLDS ARE EMPLOYED IN
LOW PAYING JOBS AND ARE
EARNING LESS THAN ~12,000 A
MONTH — THE MINIMUM INCOME
PROPOSED BY THE NYAY.
IMPORTANTLY, THESE JOBS ARE
MOSTLY INFORMAL IN NATURE
WITH LITTLE JOB SECURITY

(2015-16) shows that about 67% of surveyed
households had an average monthly earning up to ~10,000. In rural and urban areas,
the corresponding figures were 77% and
45% respectively.
An overwhelmingly large share of
households (not simply 20%) are employed
in low paying jobs and are earning less
than ~12,000 a month — the minimum
income proposed by the NYAY. Importantly, these jobs are mostly informal in
nature with little job security. This makes
households vulnerable to slipping back
into poverty if there is a large negative
shock.
To address the deep-rooted challenge of
poverty and inequality, what India needs
more than income transfers is to create
more well-paying productive jobs. Minimum incomes need to come through better
paying jobs. It is the world of work that
holds the key for solid, progressive and
long-lasting elimination of poverty.
Therefore, the top priority for the next
government must be to create more quality jobs and make these jobs more inclusive to women, young people and
populations in remote and lagging
regions. Policy prescriptions must treat
productive job creation as an explicit
objective of economic and social policies,
and not simply an assumed derivative of
the growth process.
A policy choice worth re-examining is
that of guaranteeing employment. In an
economy like India’s, in which the poor
face high underemployment and there is
considerable scope to do useful work,
employment guarantees are an attractive
anti-poverty intervention.
It has often been argued that employment guarantee programmes such as the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act have been less costeffective in reducing poverty than we
would have expected. However, there is a
case for studying how these can be
strengthened by ensuring livelihoods to
those who are in the greatest need and
focusing on creation of durable assets that
are of value to the poor Building productive assets through these programmes is a
promising avenue for breaking the cycle of
intergenerational poverty.
Importantly, the guarantee of employment needs to be at a living wage and not
just a minimum wage, which is nothing
more than a subsistence wage. A living
wage reflects what earners in a family
need to bring home to provide a decent
standard of living and meet their basic
family needs, including education, food
and healthcare.
Living wages will not only ensure a minimum basic income to the poor, but also
enhance their bargaining power by setting
a wage floor.
While electoral compulsions make
income transfers a populist measure to
woo voters, policy makers need to carefully examine the pros and cons of both
income and employment guarantee
schemes to secure an India free from
poverty.
Radhicka Kapoor is a fellow at ICRIER, and has
worked with the Planning Commission and
International Labour Organization
The views expressed are personal
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myfirstvote
‘Govt should focus
on agrarian crisis’

nation

13

18 MILLION PEOPLE BETWEEN 18 AND 23 ARE ESTIMATED TO CAST THEIR BALLOT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE 2019 LOK SABHA POLLS. WHAT DO THEY WANT?
Still, she does admit that some of the
ruling government’s initiatives have
improved lives in her village. Thanks to
the Swachh Bharat campaign, families
now have toilets. “Women sat in ghunghat inside homes and were fully exposed
on the streets. I am thankful that has
stopped because of this,” she says. The
gas cylinder scheme has allowed her
family to own a cylinder but they only
use it when there is money to spare. Her
mother still relies on the chulha largely.
A cylinder is a must for her in the city,
though, and takes ~1,000 out of her budget. To survive, she cooks two meals at
once and uses one cylinder for 7-8
months.
And her preference for the Congress
doesn’t translate into complete belief in
the party’s promises.
“When we hear promises like ‘~6,000
will be given we think these are just
words. We don’t believe it will actually
happen because they don’t explain
where the money will come from. How
will they give it to so many people?” she
said about the Congress party’s election
promise of minimum income guarantee
to the poorest 20% families.

RURAL DISTRESS This 20-yr-old from a village
in Maharashtra says her vote will go to the party
that prioritises issues of farmers and women
Gayatri Jayaraman
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

V

aishnavi Divakar Bhomle,
20, was in the ninth standard
when her father, a farmer of
cotton in the village of Ashta
in Maharashtra’s Wardha
district, committed suicide in 2014. He
owed ~1 lakh to a finance company, a
loan he was unable to pay back after the
first five installments. He had further
loans of ~92,000 to an agri-business centre, ~82,000 to the local bank, ~50,000 to
money lenders, and ~50,000 to relatives.
Not mentioning his growing burden to
anyone in his family, he kept going to his
field where one day he consumed poison.
He walked back home at lunch time and
died, leaving his wife, Savita, to care for
Vaishnavi, a younger daughter and an
older son.

Vaishnavi Bhomle, 20,
the daughter of a Maharashtra cotton
farmer who committed suicide, says
the government’s digital push in rural
areas has created complications

HER FATHER’S DREAM
Vaishnavi feared it was the end of her
education. But it was her father’s dream
that she become a doctor. She had won
the best-student award in the seventh
standard at her high school in Wardha.
In the eighth, she had even won a study
trip to Bangalore funded by a rotary
club. Savita was determined to see the
dream through. Vaishnavi’s uncle took
her in for the tenth boards in which she
scored 84%. Then they threw her out,
asking her family to fend for itself. At the
time Savita was working from 7am to
7pm on two acres of land yielding barely
4 quintals of cotton and an income of
~35,000-40,000 a year. Savita handed over
the family moped to Vaishnavi and made
her commute 15km from Ashta to her
school every morning. Vaishnavi passed
her 12th with 61%.

Unaware of how to apply for the common medical entrance exam, she missed
the deadline and ended up pursuing a
Bachelor’s degree in Science (biology
and zoology) at a college in Wardha, and
rented the cheapest available room at
~1,500 a month. That has now gone up to
~2,000. Even though Vaishnavi shares
the space with a classmate, she lives in
constant fear of not being able to pay the
rent. She plans to complete a PhD in Science and write the entrance test for the
Maharashtra Public Service Commission as well as take the Thalathi Bharti
exam for an administrative post in the
zilla parishad. She finds it hard to negotiate the scholarship applications, however, without the access to a mobile
phone on which to receive the OTP. She
can’t even apply for an Aadhaar card for
the same reason. “There are many like
me who don’t have phones, what are we
supposed to do?” she asks.
UPS AND DOWNS
The scholarship forms can’t be submitted until payment is made through an
ATM within the college or over the internet. She does not have access to either.
To open an account that is eligible for an
ATM card she needs a minimum of
~1,000, but she can’t spare that much
money. “I feel this is where the Modi government has complicated even the good
things they have done,” she said, referring to the central government’s digital
push in rural areas. The application fees
add up, costing ~250 to ~500 in stamp
duty. It leaves her constantly asking others for help. Some oblige, but occasionally people get annoyed with her neediness. To make matters worse, her state
government scholarship endowment for
Class 11 and 12 still hasn’t arrived.

n

Thousands of farmers march from Nashik to Mumbai over the distress in
Maharashtra’s farm sector and to press for their demands, in February.

Her encouragement comes from the
teachers. Even though she joined college
two and a half months late, she was
among the students who passed all term
exams at first attempt. She is also a poet
and includes spontaneously composed
Marathi poetry with every submitted
essay.
Prayatna sodun man\ doosre kahi
sure kare\ ashach ya dukhya kahi \ avadhe ayushya nighun zaye
Athaparyanth shiklelya ya shithhalalya Kay arthh paoon hoi\ rozgar namiloo
denari\ kashi hi berozgaari tai? ... she
writes.
My mind says I should stop trying\
and try something else\ in such sorrow\
my whole life will pass me by
Till now all that/ the balm that I have
gained from what I have studied \ what
meaning will it have then\ it won’t even
allow us our daily wages\ what kind of
unemployment is this, sister?
She would have liked to get a part-time
job using her typing or computer skills,
or worked at a store, but her hectic
course schedule doesn’t allow for that.
“Every moment counts. The exams I am
attempting are all highly competitive.

ON MONDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

0172-5050683

EMPLOYMENT

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : PARVEEN - 8872502111, AMARPREET NANDA - 9888935409

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
Computer Operator and Office
Assistant Having Knowledge of
complete Computer Operations.
Walk in. 110 Industrial Area Phase-2,
Panchkula. M: 9779387777.

VISA COUNSELORS/ team
leaders, experienced & fresher
required immediately. Sai Global
Consultancy Chandigarh call:
9041068379

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED Accounts Executive, Store Keeper,
Sales Executive, with Good Communication Skills. Contact:- Global
Mechanism. Plot No. 31, Sector-82,
JLPL, Mohali. 9646061600.

WANTED SENIOR Xray Technician, Front office Executive/ Computer Operator with Good Typing
Speed Good Salary. Contact Dr. Rajeeiv Kapoor Kaps Diagnoscan
Centre House No. 1637 Sector-4,
Panchkula.

LEADING MANUFACTURING
REQUIRED EXPERIENCED/
Fresher Visa Counsellor/ Telecallers
at Zirakpur. Salary 12000-25000/-,
Smart Male/ Female. 7087780959.

ARE YOU searching any job just
email your resume
sunrise40chd@gmail.com
9888195107

DELHI BASED I.N.S. Accredited

sistant salary upto Rs. 10000/- 2) +2
with bike having computer knowledge contact E-148, Phase VII, Industrial Area Mohali 9815063445

WE ARE Hiring sales staff members
for Silver jewellery store (Male/Female) at Santosh Jewellers SCO 3,
Sector 23C Chandigarh Contact:
+9197819-95540.

UK CALLING!! Need Energetic,
hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional communication skills, salary negotiable
for suitable candidates + incentives
and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in

REQUIRED MALE Candidate with
Knowledge of Autocad (Mechanical)
Starting Salary Rs. 15000/- Verma
International. 9914348020, 01725058282.

ONLINE BIDDER Job for IT Com-

Walk-In

WANTED RECEPTIONIST &

Eligibility Criteria• Age Less than 27 years
• Graduation with min. 50% marks
Selected candidates to undergo
250 hours paid training program
conducted by professional bankers

Required Accountant with 2-3 exp.
M/F, Sales Engineers for Industrial/
Institute Selling, M/F, B.Tech,
Diploma or B.Sc only. Prism
Automation Pvt Limited, SCO 51, 2nd
Floor, Sector 47-C, Chandigarh

TWO GIRLS for receptionist- cumAccount & Three Boys for Peon Cum
Cum Machine Helper requirement
urgently at Gagandeep Photolith
Process Pvt. Ltd. #375, FF, Ind. Area
Phase-9, Mohali. Mob. 9876600496

REQUIRED SINCERE female Ex-

Walk-in with your resume at IPB!
Jalandhar
Hamirpur
Mohali
Panchkula

98155 98055
94185 07414
98881 09150
97796 64150

For Franchise Enquiry, Contact:

G.S.Oberoi 98154 39006

perienced Office Coordinator with
good Computer Knowledge in reputed Distribution Firm, Sector 7
Chandigarh Salary no bar for Deserving Candidate, Accommodation
available for outstation candidates
Email: allianceenterprises21@
gmail.com Mobile: 9815200998.

REQUIRE MALE candidates (Diploma/ Graduate/ Mechanical/
Fresher/ Experienced) at Mahaluxmi
Bricks, call/ Email: 9914013456/
h_19591@yahoo.co.in

Board), Sector 33-B, Chandigarh.
Requires Teachers-3, for
Kindergarten Section N.T.T. B.Ed. or
D.EI.Ed. Requires Dance Teacher-1.
Minimum 4 Years experience.
Application Form Rs. 100/- Submit
within 21 days.

Experienced Counselors, Telecallers,
PR Counselor at reputed govt
approved immigration company
Mohali salary 10000-30000 +
incentives. Contact:- 8146690123

TEC A Leading IELTS Institution in
Mohali Needs Female Trainers
Contact:- 9914915132.

experienced Female/ Male B.Com/
M.Com/ MBA with Good
communication skills for Accounts/
Purchase department and B.Tech/
Diploma Electrical/ Mechanical for
Technical/ QC Department at
ELECHEM SYSTEMS PVT. LTD.
Godown Area, Zirakpur,
8872012395, 8872080077,
elechemho@gmail.com

merce, B-Com/ Graduate Candidate
for Accounting Work PRS Accounting Services, SCO 821, 2nd Floor NAC
Manimajra CHD. 9815529620

PCD PHARMACEUTICAL Company Chandigarh: Required Business
Development Executive (02), Accounts Executive (01) Email: metlar.formulations@gmail.com
9988368960.

PAYTM MOHALI center urgently
required 12th, Graduate candidates
sitting job, Fix Salary 1100015000/-, Contact : 9915315751,
9803352777.

WANTED FEMALE/MALE
Office-Coordinator with good
Communication-Skills, Fresher can
Apply. Tally-operator also Required
Contact-Komfort Sales SCO32
Madhya-Marg Sector-7C Chandigarh
9815300159

Counsellors (25) Telecollers (25)
Experienced/ fresher. Salary
10,000/- 18000/- Seasons overseas
Studies Pvt Ltd, SCF 84, First Floor,
Phase 5, Mohali 9855145102.

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED FEMALE Telecaller/

WANTED EXPERIENCED Sales

Computer Operator to Promote
Educational Magazines in Tricity.
Freshers Welcome. WhatsApp
9501247476.

REQUIRED MARKETING
executive for reputed Bio-Tech
Company. Qualification: MSc/ BSc/
B.Tech in Bio Technology. Send your
resume at Info@seagullbitech.com.
Contact: 9216213397

FULL TIME Helper Boys/ Girls/
Ladies for Crockery Shop. Contact:
8727999869.

REQUIRED TELECALLERS, Receptionist, Computer Operators,
Sales Marketing, Draft Designers,
Coordinators, Nurses, Accountants,
B.Tech, BCA, BBA, MBA, Engineers.
Jobs in Tricity INNOVATIVE PLACEMENTS, ZIRAKPUR. +919646838838,
9915173160.

knowledge of graphic designing and
2D animation and 1 voice over artist.
Contact: Catrack Entertainment Pvt.
Ltd., Sector 82, Mohali. 9888629173,
9815657733

AUDIT ASSISTANT for Chandigarh Mohali Bank experience preffered contact Mittal & Garg
Chartered Accountant 9316000054,
9779820172

COMPUTER OPERATOR wanted
for a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069

WANTED EXPERIENCED -

HIRING CREW/ Air-Hostess/
Ground Staff/ Hospitality/ Ticketing
Executives at Chandigarh/ Delhi
Airport. Any 10+2/ Graduate, 18-27
yrs. Salary-15,000/- to 60,000/-.
Freshers join 90 days Training.
100% Assured Placement. Require
Counselor/ HR Recruiter in Zirakpur.
Interview- 8th- 12th April. Aviators
HUB(Govt. Regd.) S.C.O-7,
Underbridge, Chandigarh Road,
Zirakpur, 9780817275.
www.aviatorshub.in

ACCOUNTS, GST training course
by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing 0172-4635239, 8968770993.
Accounting jobs 8968770994

REQUIRED FEMALE maths and
science teachers for class VI to Xth
for 46 branch. Aims Tutorial, SCO
171-172, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh.
9988506200

Educated Driver cum Office
Assistant (Computer knowledge)
Chandigarh office Salary 15000.
Contact: 62800-06561,
smoudgil99@gmail.com

WANTED EXECUTIVE House-

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
Graphic Designer for an Advertising
Agency, Come Between 10 AM to 6
PM. SCO 6, 2nd Floor, Sector-30D,
Chandigarh or Email at
simratsharma@gmail.com

REQUIRED MARKETING
Executives, Printer and Computer
Hardware Engineer. Contact with
resume at Computer Hut, SCO 11121113, 2nd floor, Sector-22B,
Chandigarh. Or Mail at
computerhutchd@yahoo.co.in

keeper, Maintenance Supervisor and
Front Office Executive by Reputed
Hotel at Chandigarh. Deserving
candidates may send their resume
at career@mayahotels.in.
8146657163

Management & Technology,
Amritsar. Required Faculty in Hotel
Management & Tourism
Management. Qualification As Per
UGC Norms. Apply within 15 Days At:
sscmt@rediffmail.com Ph.: 8558825091, 85588-25089,
www.sscmt.org

URGENT REQUIREMENT for

GRAPHIC DESIGNER, Accounts
Manager, Administrator, HR Manager, Data Entry, Counsellor, Receptionist, Physics, Chemistry Biology,
MATH, English, B.Tech Mechanical,
Electronics, Electrical. 9780105789.

REQUIRED FEMALE for
Airticketing Office, must have good
communication skills. No targets.
Fixed salary & incentives. Also
required female for accounts work.
Fresher may also apply. Sai Tour
and Travels. 8963000005.

LIMITED COMPANY required
Manager HR & Admin, Marketing
Manager, Supervisor at Chandigarh.
Experienced, hardworking preferred. sunrise.admn@gmail.com,
8528633622

REQUIRED MALE/ female marketing executives. Handsome Salary
+ Incentives. Malik Advertising, SCO45-46, Cabin-110, First Floor, Sector11, Panchkula. 78884-73395.

WANTED IMMEDIATELY fulltime female Data Entry operator for
US based company having good
command of English, MS Word/
Excel at Chandigarh for work from
home. Email resume to :
jobs.sunlioninc@gmail.com

KFT REQUIRES Accounts Execu-

URGENT REQUIREMENT Counsellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives Freshers can also apply. Ekam
Tour & Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd
floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

REQUIRED STUDY Visa Counsellors Telecallers IELTS Counsellors
Visa Filing Officers. IELTS Trainer
Spoken English Trainer Sunny Enclave Mohali. Bean Goose Immigratoin 9914679954

FULL/ PARTTIME Capable/ Experience Computer Operator/ Typist, Office Clerk. Flexi Hours,
3128/28-D, Chandigarh. 9417703128.

REQUIRE SALESMAN for Field
Job & Accountant (Tally Expert) at
Swami Suzuki, 2-Wheeler Dealer,
Chandigarh. Call & WatsApp your
resume on 7837760021.

REQUIRED OFFICE coordinators/
manager/ tellecallers/ computer operators/ accountant. 9988898190,
email:- info@2muchjobs.com

EXPERIENCED/
REQUIRED FEMALE sales Girl for REQUIRED
Fresher Telecaller, Counsellor for
Showroom qualified. SCO 376, GF,
Sector 32-D, Chandigarh.
9815735569.

REQUIRED CA Inter having

SWAMI SATYANAND College of

CTDI REPUTED Banking Institute

REQUIRED 2 animators with

EMPLOYMENT
knowledge of Tally in Sector 21
Chandigarh. 98761-94551.
aman_parti@yahoo.co.in

Rep. in Kaiser life sciences at
Chandigarh HQ, Covering Chandigarh, Mohali, Ropar.(Minimum 1 year
experience) preferably in Cardio diabetic segment. Contact
9988564040, send your resume:
kaiserlifesciences@gmail.com

in Sector-47 Requires Recently
Retired Scale 1 Bank officer with MS
Officer Knowledge, Computer
Operator good speed in MS Office,
Receptionist cum Computer
Operator. Only Tricity Candidates
apply Attractive salary.

EMPLOYMENT

executive for Field work Own
Convenience. Contact- 713, Industrial area, Phase 2, Chandigarh.

URGENTLY REQUIRED Medical

REQUIRED MALE/ Female Visa

URGENTLY REQUIRE +2 Com-

THE LAND OF FARMERS
Her mother is now a woman farmer, and
she the daughter of a farmer who committed suicide. Political promises don’t
match up to their lived realities. She was
too young to understand what the Congress was like when it was in power at
the time her father died, she says. But
now that she has seen what the BJP is
like, she would like to give the Congress
a chance. “I like Rahul Gandhi and his
mother. I feel like they try to understand
farmers. I feel Narendra Modi spent his
tenure going to foreign countries and
establishing rapport there. If he had
spent that time strengthening the farmers’ community, we would be much
stronger now. We are a krishikshetra,
the land of farmers. The [government’s]
focus should be on us.”

Behra Derabassi opp federal Agro
APS Industries 1) Mech Engineer
with Autocad experience for new
project 2) An experienced Accountant/ Warehouse incharge contact:
9815063445

Staff, Promoter Staff in FMCG in
Ludhiana Jalandhar & Amritsar, TA/
DA/ Incentives. Experience
Required. Call:- 9020000099.

countant and Sale Executive. Motia
Royal Business Park, 2nd Floor, Zirakpur, Contact:- 9988057771.

It’s all on me. It’s what my father died for;
it’s what my mother lives for.”
She thinks about her father a lot.
“When I’m happy I wish he was here to
see it. When I am sad I think if he hadn’t
done what he had, we could all have been
happier. Either way his suicide is always
with me,” she says.

WANTED FOR an Industrial unit in

REQUIRED FRESHER/

REQUIRED SALES & marketing

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED Ac-

Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.

TENDER HEART School (ICSE

URGENTLY REQUIRED

Technicians, Staff Nurses, Front
Office Assistant for Super speciality
Surgical Centre. Please contact us
with resume - Kapoor's Kidney and
Urostone Centre, Sector-46D,
Chandigarh. Between 11:30 AM 2PM, 9914408834, Email:
kucchandigarh@gmail.com

Telecaller with Experience & Communication Skills. Sukhanand Group.
SCF-63, 1st Floor, Phase-11, Mohali.
Contact:- 9814612988.

IMMIGRATION AND Visitor Visa

required at Subhash Jewellers SCF
32 Sector 8, Chandigarh.

REQUIRED QUALIFIED OT

pany (Urgent Requirement) 0-2 Year
Experience. Location TRYCITY
PLAZA Mob. 9872141057.

PRISM AUTOMATION: Urgently

HELPERS ON sales Counter

EMPLOYMENT

PartTime for Spoken English,
French, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, Biology, Accountancy, Computer Science (class 6th to 12th, 5
for each)5 Councillors, 2 Computer
Operator, 1 Receptionist, 2 Sales
Executive, 1 Canteen Manager Send
biodata or appear for interview on
8th & 9th April upto 4pm Pay between 10k-25k Expert Digital Academy SCO 85-86,city heart, Chandigarh road, Kharar 9914004186,
9876140171, 9877060252

WANTED 1) stores/ warehouse As-

Contact Ajay Aggarwal 9814432564.

EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRES TEACHERS Full -

urgently required only Graduate
male/ female age below 26/ Salary
13200/-, Contact: 9056992009,
9056947009.

WANTED COMPUTER typist

Leading Private Sector Banks are
hiring Fresh Graduates or Graduates
with 0-2 years experience for Entry
Level Positions in Retail Branch
Banking & Backend Operations

Unit of Rebonded foam, Mattress,
Adhesive Required Area Sales
Manager, Sales Executive-10 For
Punjab Territory First Preference
will be given to same Trade, Fresher
Can Also Apply. Whatsapp9216907307 Email:- sutlejudyog@
gmail.com

BECOME A Banker HDFC Bank

Agency Requires Graphic Designer,
Salary Between Rs. 25,000-Rs.
30,000 PM. Contact: Ashwinder
9814437410.

for jobs in Operations with
leading Private Sector Banks

EMPLOYMENT

HT FILE

HER OBSTACLES
Among the things her family and farming community need is an affordable
solution for watering their fields and
options for vocational work women can
do from home. “Schemes that offer jobs
in cities are of no use because again we
have to struggle to commute or to pay
rent. Also, remember that agriculture
offers a certain level of income that’s
why we keep at it. This is what we know
to do, this is convenient to do, and this is
what gives us returns. Provide us jobs
that offer comparable returns, then only
women like my mother will choose that
over farming.”
She pointed out that for women who
study and work in cities or in semi-urban
areas, the government needs to provide
affordable hostels. “I need the government to bring out schemes that help me
to keep studying while I work and also to
live affordably because these are my
obstacles.”
Her struggles have increased her
knowledge and curiosity about politics,
society, and the economy, she says. “For
women of my generation we are living
through circumstances that are making
us participate very thinkingly in this politics and this society. I value my vote
because I know what it means now. I
know what employment means to people, what a loan waiver can mean for a
family on the brink of life and death.
These are not just words or assurances.”

Immigration Company. Alternative,
Showroom No. 89, Phase-11.
9914690004.

ACCOUNTS ASSISTANT/ Trainees (M/F), B.Com Familiar with Ex
Next Generation Software, Required
for Immediate Appointment, Meet
Personally/ Email Bio Data within 3
Days. Tepco C-104, Industrial Area,
Phase-7, Mohali. (Near Spice Chowk)
exporthouse@tepcoindia.com

REQUIRED TEACHERS for
Science, Maths 9th, 10th, Biology
11th, 12th Crescendo Institute SCO
78 2nd floor Sector 46-C,
Chandigarh.

tive 20, Senior Accountant 20, Management Trainee 20 Exp- 1-2 Yr,
Qualification- B.Com, M.Com, MBA,
CS, CA, CMA, Chartered Accountant
Exp 2-4 Yr Qualification- CA, CAInter, CA- Final Plot- I-60, Alpha ITCity, Sector-83, Call 9115497071,
9115497074 Email: hr@kft.co.in,
info@kft.co.in

AVAILABLE CAR Driver, Full Experience, BA. Pass, Personal/ Official Car Etc. Contact:- 9463751700.

REQUIRED MALE/ Female Staff
for Marketing in Amritsar, Min.
Qualification, MBA experienced
preferred Handsome Salary send
you CV at thetileworld@gmail.com

REQUIRED ACCOUNTANT, Accounts Assistant, Chartered Accountant, Receptionist, CA firm. 466
Phase-2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009

REQUIRED FEMALE Computer
Typist with Good Typing speed for
Mathematics Coaching Centre in
Sector-35D, Chandigarh.
9814711682.

URGENTLY REQUIRED 1 Female
HR, 2 Female Receptionist, 5 Field
Boy, 2 Peon Male/ Female, 1 Office
Boy, 2 Marketing Boy, 10 Telecaller
Girl/ Boy, 1 Computer Operator. Contact- 7340947512. Interview Timings
11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

REQUIRED ACCOUNT Assistant
and Computer Operator (Place of
Work at Manimajra, Chandigarh)
Mail the Resume. Fresher can also
apply. shine_sindsecurity@live.in
Contact:- 0172-4036192.

WANTED EXPERIENCE Driver
For Automatic Car Knowledge of
Chandigarh One Experience Person
for Construction Site Or Property
Office In Chandigarh One Female
Office Assistant With Knowledge of
Computer Or Accounts and All
Having with Their Own Conveyance
Contact Personally with Resume
Office House No. 20 Sector 18-A
Ground Floor Chandigarh 9815504699

BDM, Sales Manager, ASM and Sales
Executive, Male/ Female for MNC
Company in Mohali. Mob:9855657770, 0172-5053111.

IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCED
telecaller, counselor and legal
advisor required Salary 10-35000 +
incentives Next day joining. Six days
working. 9646890442.

GRADUATE CIVIL/ Structure
Engineer Trainess and Experienced
Drafts Person Required for
established Mohali firm with North
American projects. Willing to take
qualifying exam for engineering
fundamentals, Proficiency in Auto
Cad must, Competitive salary
package, email resume to
designingcivil@gmail.com

REQUIRED GRADUATE Male/
Female for Banking Jobs. Location:
Chandigarh, Mohali. Salary: upto
14K+ Incentives. Contact:7508629752 Aarti Sharma.

REQUIRED GRADUATE Male for
the post of Store Keeper/ Incharge,
for Mfg. Unit at Panchkula, Ph-2
with Min. 2 Yrs Experience in Store
functions, Send Resume to
hr@horometrical.com

URGENTLY REQUIRE Male/
female Sales-Executive & Electronics
Services-Engineer at Mohali.
Fresher can also-apply:
info@abdurasystems.co.in Contact:
8727944404/7837773773.

WANTED COMPETENT &
Experienced Teachers to Teach
grade PGT English, Chemistry,
Biology, Physics, Football Coach or
Tennis Coach & Physiotherapist for
Akal Academy Baru Sahib Himachal
Pradesh. Eligibility: Post Graduation
in the required stream. B.Ed. is
compulsory. Salary: Rs. 18,000 to
Rs. 30,000. Interested Candidates
may send their biodata along with
recent Photograph to E
Mail- hr1@barusahib.org
Mob- 9805098730/ 9816400632

REQUIRED FEMALE Telemarketing staff with good
communication skills and fluency in
English. Basic salary plus incentives
will be provided. For walk in
Interview visit:- House of Wonder
Wash, Plot No. 98, Industrial area,
Phase-2, Chandigarh. Contact:
9888016318.

REQUIRED TELLECALLER nd
IELTS trainer experienced/ Fresher
for company sector 20. Chandigarh
handsome salary 99882-98354.

JOB OPENING in Airtel Mohali
same day joining process Salary
10000-18000/-, Contact:
8427938133, 9056959002.
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A ferry collided with a bridge pillar causing part of the bridge to
collapse in the Moju river, state of Para, Brazil. No crew or
documents from the boat that collided against the bridge were
AP
found on the scene. The number of casualties was unclear.

shortstories
DRIVING INTO ‘ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE’
IN CENTRAL LONDON WILL COST MORE
LONDON :Driving into an ‘ultra low emission zone’ in central London will
cost more from Monday after transport officials introduced a new, roundthe-clock charge to deal with growing pollution affecting millions of people
in the capital. The new charge means driving a car into the zone will cost £24
per day, which comprises the ULEZ charge of 12.50 pounds and a congestion
charge of £11.50. The ULEZ charge will apply to pre-2015 diesel and pre-2006
petrol cars that fall foul of Euro 6 and Euro 4 standards, respectively. The
ULEZ charge for heavier vehicles, including lorries and buses, is 100 pounds
per day. The charge is the latest measure to improve traffic conditions in
HTC
London, where the congestion charge has been in force since 2003.

Lesbian couple drove kids
off cliff intentionally: Jury

Fighting in northwestern
Syria strains truce, kills 13

NEW DELHI: A special coroner’s
jury in California unanimously
ruled that a lesbian couple had
intentionally driven off the cliff,
killing themselves and their six
adopted children, media reports
said. The jury concluded that
Jennifer and Sarah Hart had
plotted to drive their car off a
100-foot cliff in Mendocino
County more than a year ago,
after drugging themselves and
their children with Benadryl,
because of pressures in their
HTC
personal lives.

BEIRUT :Syrian government
forces and insurgents exchanged
a barrage of rockets on Sunday in
the country’s northwest that
killed at least 13 people and hit a
government-run hospital,
activists and government media
reported. The violence strained a
fragile months-old truce negotiated between Russia and Turkey
that averted a government
offensive on Idlib and surrounding areas, the last major rebel
AP
stronghold in the country.

Afghanistan to ‘exchange
views’ with Taliban

A woman fought along with
George Washington?

KABUL: Afghanistan is sending a
delegation to “exchange views”
with the Taliban in Qatar, an
official said on Sunday. “For now,
an inclusive delegation will go (to
the Qatari capital) on behalf of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and exchange views with the
Taliban,” said Mohammad Omar
Daudzai, President Ashraf Ghani’s
AFP
envoy for peace.

NEW DELHI: Casimir Pulaski, an
18th century Polish-American
general who joined George
Washington’s army and fought
British troops in 1777, may have
been a woman or possibly
intersex, BBC reported. Pulaski’s
bones, kept in Savannah, Georgia,
were exhumed by scientists two
decades ago. They found female
characteristics, now confirmed
HTC
through DNA testing.

Singapore’s ‘fake news’
laws upset tech giants

Turkish ruling party seeks
recount of all Istanbul votes

SINGAPORE :Tech giants have
reacted with horror after Singapore proposed laws against fake
news allowing authorities to
order the removal of content and
impose fines. Ministers can order
sites like Facebook to put warnings next to posts. AGENCIES

ANKARA : Turkey’s ruling party
will appeal to the country’s top
election authority, demanding a
full recount of votes cast in
Istanbul in the March 31 mayoral
election. A recount of votes
previously deemed invalid was
AP
continuing.

inthenews

ALIKO DANGOTE

Africa’s richest man reveals he once withdrew
$10mn to prove to himself he was rich
The Nigerian billionaire told a forum in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, how he once took $10 million
in cash out of the bank just to look at it and
get it into his head that this was real money,
not just figures on paper

1

2
3

“When you’re young your first million is important, but after, the
numbers don’t mean much,” Dangote, a manufacturing tycoon with
a range of companies spanning cement to flour, told the forum
“One day, I cashed 10 million; put them in the boot of my car, I put it
in my room. I looked at them and thought ‘now I believe I have
money’,” Dangote said.

Cats respond to sound
of their own name
NEWYORK: A new study suggests
household cats can respond to
the sound of their own names.
No surprise to you or most cat
owners, right? But Japanese scientists said on Thursday that
they’ve provided the first experimental evidence that cats can
distinguish between words that
we people say. So you’re kind of
like dogs, whose communication with people has been studied a lot more, and who’ve been
shown to recognise hundreds of
words if they’re highly trained.
Sorry if the comparison offends
you, Kitty.
Atsuko Saito of Sophia University in Tokyo says there’s no
evidence cats actually attach
meaning to our words, not even
their own names. Instead,
they’ve learned that when they
hear their names they often get
rewards like food or play, or
something bad like a trip to the
vet. And they hear their names
a lot. So the sound of it becomes
special, even if they don’t really
understand it refers to their
identity.
Saito’s colleagues describe
the results of their research in
the journal Scientific Reports.
In four experiments with 16 to 34
animals, each cat heard a
recording of its owner’s voice,
or another person’s voice, that
slowly recited a list of four
nouns or other cat’s names, followed by the cat’s own name.
Many cats initially reacted -

> DONALD TRUMP, US president, about being ‘acquitted’ of collusion with Russia

Pak not to send ships
for Chinese Navy’s
birthday parade

Maldivesex-prezmakes
comebackwithpollwin
Agence France-Presse

unlikelytosendwarshipstotake
partinChina’shigh-profilemaritime parade to mark the 70th
anniversary of the People’s LiberationArmyNavy(PLAN)tobe
held off China’s east coast later
this month.
At least two Pakistani ships
were expected to attend the
review to be inspected by PresidentXiJinpinginthecoastalcity
ofQingdao on April 23. Thewithdrawal of the Pakistani ships
wasn’t announced officially but
the reason behind it could be the
currentheavydeploymentofthe
Indian Navy in the Arabian Sea.
Pakistani foreign minister
ShahMahmoodQureshi onSunday claimed that India was planning to attack Pakistan later this
month. In the aftermath of the
Pulwama terror attack, the
Indian Navy said on March 18 it
wasdeployinganaircraftcarrier,
nuclear-powered attack submarinesandseveralwarshipsinthe
region.
The reason for Pakistan not
sending warships for “iron
brother” China’s prestigious
naval drill has to be serious. It’s
possiblethatIslamabadwasunable to spare warships at this time
as it would mean withdrawing
them for weeks from patrolling
Pakistan’s maritime border.
Senior military officials from
Pakistan are expected to attend
eventsrelatedtotheanniversary

letters@hindustantimes.com

MALE: TheformerMaldivespresidenton Sundayvowedsweeping
reforms and an end to governmentcorruptionafterleadinghis
party to a landslide victory just
fivemonthssincereturningfrom
exile.
MohamedNasheed,51,madea
dramatic return to the top of the
national parliament, with his
Maldivian Democratic Party
(MDP) headed for a two-thirds
majority in the 87-member
assembly.
Nasheed promised to use his
party’smandatetousherinanew
eraofstabilityanddemocracy in
the Indian Ocean archipelago as
it emerges from years of strongmanrule,politicalcrisesandcorruption scandalsmiring thegovernment and judiciary.
“Ourforemost duty is to bring
peacetothegovernment”,Nasheedtoldsupportersin the capital
Male on Sunday.
The comprehensive victory
was another rebuke for Nasheed’s arch-rival and autocratic
former president Abdulla Yameen, who was dumped in a shock
election defeat in September
under a cloud of corruption and
embezzlement allegations.
Yameen did not run, but his
party -- the Progressive Party of
Maldives -- ended with a poor

S Africa: Elephant
kills poacher, then
lions eat his body
JOHANNESBURG: A suspected rhino

poacher was trampled to death
by an elephant and then eaten by
lions in South Africa’s Kruger
National Park, media reports
said on Sunday.
The incident happened after
the man entered the park with
four others to target rhinos,
according to a parks service
statement. Fellow poachers told
the victim’s family that he was
killed by an elephant on April 2,
the BBC reported.
Relatives notified the park
ranger. A search party struggled
to find the body but eventually
foundahuman skull anda pairof
trousers two days later. “Indications found at the scene suggested that a pride of lions had
devoured the remains leaving
only a human skull and a pair of
pants,” the park statement said.
The managing executive of
the park extended his condolences to the family.
“Entering Kruger National
Park illegally and on foot is not
wise,” he said. “It holds many
dangers and this incident is evidence of that.”
Kruger National Park has an
ongoing problem with poaching
and there remains a strong
demand for rhino horn in Asian
AGENCIES
countries.
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Maldives' former president Mohamed Nasheed (3rd Left) takes part in an election rally.

showing and is projected to only
secure four seats in the People’s
Majlis, or parliament.
Nasheedwasbarredfromrunningintheelectionbuthisformer
deputy, President Ibrahim
MohamedSolih,emergedtriumphant over Yameen.
Theformerleaderdeclaredthe
daysof“RolexwatchesandKohinoorareover”,referringtohighprofile scandals in the Maldives
where MPs have allegedly been
bought with luxury gifts.
“The parliament you have

elected today possesses integrity,” said Nasheed, who won a
seatinthePeople’sMajlis,orparliament.
“You desired to reform the
generalwellbeingofthenation...
Hopefully we will succeed in fulfilling your wishes.” Nasheed
alsovowedtotransformtheMaldives,apopularhoneymoondestination home to 340,000 Sunni
Muslims, into a parliamentary
democracy.
Anexecutivepresidentialsystem was adopted under political

AFP FILE

reformsin2008,whenthedictator
Maumoon Abdul Gayoom stood
down after 30 years in power.
Preliminary results from Saturday’selectionshowedtheMDP
winning nearly 60 out of the 87
seats.Somelocalmediaprojected
Nasheed’s party was on track to
win up to 68 seats.
Another anti-Yameen party
thatwonsevenseats,andseveral
independentcandidates,arealso
expected to throw their support
behind the MDP government,
political sources said.

BEIJING : The Pakistan Navy is

Agence France-Presse
n
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JERUSALEM: IsraeliPrimeMinister
TRIPOLI: The conflict shaking

LibyaescalatedonSundayasforces of strongman Khalifa Haftar
launched an air strike on a suburbofTripoliandtheUN-backed
governmentvowedamajorcounteroffensive.
The United Nations called for
anurgenttwo-hourtrucetoallow
evacuations of civilians and the
wounded,whiletheunitygovernment said the fighting had so far
killed 21 people.
Rivalries between the two
camps threaten to plunge the
country into a full-blown civil
war after Haftar on Thursday
launchedanoffensiveonTripoli.
Oil-rich Libya has been riven
bychaossincetheNATO-backed
uprising in 2011 that killed dictator Moamer Kadhafi, as rival
administrations and armed
groups have battled for power.
Repeated attempts to find a
peaceful solution have failed.
Afterapauseovernight,fierce
fighting flared anew on Sunday
morning south of the capital
between Haftar’s self-styled Libyan National Army (LNA) and
forces backing the internationally recognised Government of

n

Libyan National Army (LNA) members, commanded by Khalifa Haftar, head out of Benghazi.

National Accord (GNA). As
clashesragedinthemainlyfarmlandregionofWadiRabaandthe
destroyed international airport
southofthecapital,aspokesman
for pro-GNA forces announced a
counteroffensive
against
Haftar’s forces. Col Mohamed
Gnounou told reporters that
operation “Volcano of Anger”
wasaimedat“purgingallLibyan
cities of aggressors.

A field marshal who served
underKadhafiandnowbacksan
administration in eastern Libya
opposed to the GNA, Haftar was
counting on a swift battle to captureTripoli.Butsomeexpertssay
he miscalculated.
The United States has temporarily withdrawn some of its forces from Libya due to “security
conditions on the ground,” a top
military official said Sunday. A

verse that we cannot see -includingdarkenergyanddarkmatternonehasfrustratedhumancuriosity so much as the invisible
maws that shred and swallow
starslikesomanyspecksofdust.
Astronomers began speculating about these omnivorous
“dark stars” in the 1700s, and
since then indirect evidence has
slowlyaccumulated.“Morethan
50 years ago, scientists saw that
therewassomethingverybright
at the centreof ourgalaxy,” Paul
McNamara, an astrophysicist at

the European Space Agency and
an expert on black holes, told
AFP. “It has a gravitational pull
strongenoughtomakestarsorbit
arounditveryquickly--asfastas
20 years.” To put that in perspective, our Solar System takes
about 230 million years to circle
the centre of the Milky Way.
Eventually,astronomersspeculated that these bright spots
were in fact “black holes” -- a
term coined by American physicist John Archibald Wheeler in
the mid-1960s- surrounded by a

swirling band of white-hot gas
and plasma. At the inner edge of
these luminous accretion disks,
things abruptly go dark.
“Theeventhorizon”-a.k.a.the
point-of-no-return - “is not a
physical barrier, you couldn’t
stand on it,” McNamara
explained. “Ifyou’reontheinside
ofit,youcan’tescapebecauseyou
would need infinite energy. And
if you are on the other side, you
can -- in principle.” At its centre,
the mass of a black hole is compressedintoasingle,zero-dimen-

Prince William interns at Britain’s intel agencies
Prasun Sonwalkar
prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON : Prince William spent

three weeks as an intern in
Britain’s intelligence services, shadowing officers and
learning how they deal with
risks to the UK’s national
security and economy.
A Kensington Palace
release on Sunday said the
Duke of Cambridge found the
experience “humbling” while
interning in the three intelligence services: MI5, MI6 and
GCHQ.
According to a senior officer at GCHQ, the prince, who
previously trained with the
armed forces, worked “exceptionally hard” during the

in Qingdao. The Pakistani
embassy’s press office in Beijing
didn’trespondtophonecallsand
messages seeking response.
India, meanwhile, has dispatched one of its frontline warships, INS Kolkata, an indigenouslybuilt stealthdestroyer,to
take part in the fleet review.
Accompanying INSKolkata will
be one of the Indian Navy’s largestships,fleettankerINSShakti.
Around 500 Indian Navy personnel will be on the two ships.
“Up till now,over 60 countries
haveconfirmedtosendnavydelegations to participate in the
activitiesandmultiplecountries
haveconfirmedtosendnavalvessels to the international fleet
review,” defence ministry
spokesperson, Col Wu Qian said
last month.
ForIndia,sendingwarshipsto
PLAN’s prestige event is part of
the post-Wuhan reset of Sino-Indiatiesfollowingthecoldsnapin
the aftermath of the Doklam
(Donglang) standoff. Military
engagement between the armed
forces is expected to expand.

Agencies

T H E R OYA L S P O O K

n

INDIA, MEANWHILE, HAS
DISPATCHED ONE OF ITS
FRONTLINE WARSHIPS,
INS KOLKATA, AN
INDIGENOUSLY BUILT
STEALTH DESTROYER, TO
TAKE PART IN THE FLEET
REVIEW IN CHINA

PM: WILL
Libya rebel commander’s forces ISRAEL
ANNEX JEWISH
IN
launch air raid near capital city SETTLEMENTS
WEST BANK

REUTERS

small contingent of American
troopshasbeeninLibyainrecent
years, helping local forces combat Islamic State and al-Qaeda
militants.
India evacuated its 15 peacekeeping forces comprising of
CRPF personnel from Tripoli
after the situation there “suddenly worsened”, external
affairs minister Sushma Swaraj
said in a tweet.

First picture of a black hole set to be unveiled

Japanese scientists have
found the first experimental
evidence that cats can
distinguish between words that
we people say.
AP

such as by moving their heads,
ears or tails - but gradually lost
interest as the words were read.
The crucial question was
whether they’d respond more to
their name.
Sure enough, on average,
these cats perked up when they
heard their own name.
Kristyn Vitale, who studies
cat behaviour and the cat-human bond at Oregon State University in Corvallis but didn’t
participate in the new work,
said the results “make complete
sense to me.”
Vitale, who said she has
trained cats to respond to verbal
commands, agreed that the new
results don’t mean that cats
assign a sense of self to their
names. It’s more like being
trained to recognise a sound,
she said.
AP

spatranobis@htlive.com
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PARIS: Theworld,itseems,issoon
to see the first picture of a black
hole. On Wednesday, astronomers across the globe will hold
“six major press conferences”
simultaneously to announce the
first results of theEventHorizon
Telescope (EHT), which was
designed precisely for that purpose.
It has been a long wait. Of all
the forces or objects in the Unin

Sutirtho Patranobis

NEW DAWN Mohamed Nasheed vows reforms and fight against govt corruption
n

n

I HAVE NOT READ THE MUELLER REPORT…ONLY KNOW THE
CONCLUSIONS, AND ON THE BIG ONE, NO COLLUSION.

n

Prince William is all ears during his training.

three weeks.
“Spending time inside our
security and intelligence
agencies, understanding
more about the vital contribu-

REUTERS

tion they make to our national
security, was a truly humbling experience,” said Prince
Williams after the placements
ended on Saturday.

He added that staff at the
security and intelligence
agencies “work in secret,
often not even able to tell their
family and friends about the
work they do or the stresses
they face. We all owe them
deep gratitude for the difficult
and dangerous work they do.”
The royal also observed
counter-terrorism teams analysing intelligence and carrying out investigations.
The unnamed head of counter-terrorism operations at
GCHQ, said in a statement:
“William worked exceptionally hard to embed himself in
the team and comfortably
held his own amongst some
highly skilled analysts and
operators.”

sional point. The distance
betweenthisso-called“singularity” and the event horizon is the
radius, or half the width, of a
black hole. The EHT that collected the data for the first-ever
imageisunlikeanyeverdevised.
“Instead of constructing a
gianttelescope-whichwouldcollapse under its own weight-we
combined several observatories
as if they were fragments of a
giant mirror,” said Michael Bremer at the Institute for Millimetric Radio Astronomy.

Benjamin Netanyahu has
pledged to annex Jewish settlementsintheoccupiedWestBank
if re-elected, a dramatic policy
shiftapparentlyaimedatrallying
his nationalist base in the final
stretch of the tight race.
NetanyahuhaspromotedJewish settlement expansion in his
fourtermsasprimeminister,but
untilnowrefrainedfrompresenting a detailed vision for the West
Bank,seenbythePalestiniansas
the heartland of a future state.
An Israeli annexation of large
partsoftheWestBankisboundto
snuff out any last flicker of hope
for an Israeli-Palestinian dealon
thetermsofaPalestinianstateon
lands Israel captured in 1967.
A so-called two-state solution
has long been the preferred
option of most of the international community. However,
intermittent US mediation
betweenIsraelisandPalestinians
ran aground after President
Donald Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital early in
his term. The Palestinians, who
seekIsraeli-annexedeastJerusalem as their capital, suspended
contact with the US.
More recently, Trump recognizedIsraelisovereigntyoverthe
Golan Heights, a plateau Israel
captured from Syria in 1967. The
move was viewed in Israel as a
political gift by Trump to Netanyahu who is being challenged by
former military chief Benny
Gantz. Polls indicated a close
race,thoughNetanyahu’sLikud
Partyis expectedtohaveabetter
chance than Gantz’s Blue and
Whiteslatetoformarulingcoalition. Polls forecast more than 60
outof120parliamentseatsforthe
Likudandsmallerright-wingand
ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties.
On Saturday,Netanyahu portrayedtheUSpolicyshiftsonJerusalemandthe GolanHeightsas
AP
his achievements.

China: Fewer youth
are getting married
BEIJING: China’s marriage rate,
which has been falling for five
straightyears,wasatitslowestin
2018, an official report said,
revealing a glaring disinterest
among the young to get married.
The new figures are a worry
for and a warning to the Chinese
government as the world’s most
populous country grapples with
an aging and declining population.“Themarriageratedropped
from9.9per1,000peoplein2013to
afive-yearlowof7.2per1,000people in 2018,” the official Xinhua
news agency reported citing the
national bureau of statistics
(NBS) and the ministry of civil
affairs (MCA).
“The figures vary in different
regions. The more developed

regions have lower rates of marriage,” the report said. The stats
revealed China’s financial capital,Shanghai,andZhejiangprovince saw the lowest marriage
rates,at 0.44%and0.59%,respectively. Population experts have
said increasing costs of living,
children’seducationandhousing
areamongthereasonscontributing to the fallen rate.
Interestingly,theChinesegovernment’s decision to loosen the
one-childpolicyhasn’thelpedthe
birthratetorise–anotherpointer
that the younger generation is
increasingly cautious about
finances for the future.
The decrease is also closely
related to the changing demographic structure.
HTC
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Suresh Prabhu.
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AVIATION FUEL
SHOULD BE
BROUGHT UNDER
GST, SAYS PRABHU
NEW DELHI: Aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) should be brought under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime as it will ensure a level
playing field for the domestic
airline industry, civil aviation
minister Suresh Prabhu said. He
said input costs should be competitive for any sector and the
ministry has been of the strong
view that the fuel should be
brought under the GST regime.
Different rates of taxes in states
pushes the price of ATF, he said.
“Each state has a different tax.
Due to this, the refuelling (for
airlines) cost completely changes.
We feel that it should be done. I
hope the GST Council takes a call
on that and we are pursuing this
with the council continuously,
the minister told PTI in an interview.

UK to fine Facebook, tech
firms for terrorist content
LONDON: Technology firms
including Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter face “substantial”
fines or a UK ban under a new law
if they don’t act swiftly enough
to remove content that encourages terrorism and child sexual
exploitation and abuse. The
companies’ directors could also be
held personally liable if illegal
content is not taken down within
a short and pre-determined
time-frame, the Home Office said.
The exact level of fines will be
examined during a 12 week
consultation following the
legislation’s launch on Monday.
The spread of fake news and
interference in elections will also
be tackled.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

Govt may ban over 150
fixed combination drugs
UNDER THE RADAR The report has suggested a number of FDCs are irrational
Teena Thacker
n

teena.t@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: More than 150 combination drugs have been found to
lack therapeutic justification and
have been recommended to be
banned by an expert panel, two
people aware of the matter said.
The Chandrakant Kokate-led
expert panel, which was probing
the efficacy of about 500 fixed dose
combination (FDC) drugs, submitted its report to the Drugs
Technical Advisory Board
(DTAB) on April 2, the people
said, requesting anonymity.
“The report has suggested
quite a number of FDCs are irrational and hence recommended
them to be banned,” said one of
the two people cited above.
DTAB, the government’s top
advisory body on drugs, has
formed a subcommittee to review
the panel’s report and “validate
the findings before the government takes a final decision on the
fate of these drugs”, the person
said.
The report, if accepted by the
government, could deal another
blow to domestic drug makers.
Therapeutic benefits of many
combination medicines sold in
India are suspected to be doubtful
and some may even pose health
risks, prompting the government
to launch a crackdown on such
“irrational” drugs. The government banned 344 such combination drugs in 2016.
The 500 or so FDCs made up the
second batch of combination
drugs that were examined by the
Kokate panel. An FDC drug contains two or more active ingredients in a fixed dosage ratio.
The subcommittee to review
the panel’s report has been
formed under the chairmanship
of Nilima Kshirsagar, chair of

n

Therapeutic benefits of many combination medicines sold in India are suspected to be doubtful and
some may even pose health risks.

THE EXPERT PANEL,
PROBING THE EFFICACY
OF ABOUT 500 FDC
DRUGS, SUBMITTED ITS
REPORT TO THE DRUG
TECHNICAL ADVISORY
BOARD ON APRIL 2
clinical pharmacology at the
Indian Council of Medical
Research.
Dr CM Gulati, a health expert
and editor of medical journal
Monthly Index of Medical Specialities, said: “The Kokate committee earlier examined only certain FDCs. However, there were
other FDCs that are in the market
but not screened and, therefore,
we landed up in a situation where
a relatively better FDC got
banned by the Kokate committee,
while a relatively worse FDC con-

tinues to be sold even today.”
The government imposed a
ban in 2016 after a report submitted by a panel led by Kokate, vicechancellor of KLE University in
Karnataka. The panel said these
FDCs posed health risks and
hence should be banned, prompting some companies to challenge
the government’s ban in the Delhi
high court.
In December 2017, the
Supreme Court referred the matter to DTAB for a fresh review on
whether these drugs should continue to be sold. The apex court
suggested that DTAB decide
whether the manufacture and
sale of these drugs should be regulated, restricted or banned outright, and asked the committee to
submit its report and recommendations to the government within
six months.
An expert panel was then
formed under the chairmanship

MINT

of Kshirsagar to review the safety
and efficacy of these drugs. The
panel recommended continuing
with the ban. It also found that
many FDCs were formulated
without due diligence, with dosing mismatches that could result
in toxicity.
During the course of the
review, the panel received representations from the All India
Drugs Action Network; Federation of Pharma Entrepreneurs,
Indian Drugs’ Manufacturers
Association; Indian Association
of Dermatologists, Venereologists and Leprologists and Abbott
Healthcare Pvt. Ltd. The Union
health ministry’s ban on FDCs
included painkillers, anti-diabetic drugs, respiratory and gastrointestinal medicines. The ban
covered about 6,000 brands from
major pharma firms, including
Pfizer Ltd, Cipla Ltd, Sanofi India
Ltd, among others.

Everstone buys controlling
stake in Sahyadri Hospitals
Swaraj Singh Dhanjal
n

swaraj.d@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Private equity firm

Everstone Group has signed an
agreement to acquire a controlling stake in Sahyadri Hospitals
Ltd, the largest hospital chain in
Maharashtra, the PE firm said
in a statement on Sunday.
Founded in 1994, Pune-based
Sahyadri Hospitals currently
operates five tertiary care and
three secondary care hospitals
with 750 beds across Pune (Deccan Gymkhana, Nagar Road,
Kothrud, Bibwewadi, Kasba
Peth and Hadapsar), Nashik and
Karad. Sahyadri has more than
1,000 clinicians and 2,300 supporting staff, providing medical
services.
A combination of primary
and secondary capital outlay is
expected to increase the bed
count significantly in the next
five years, Everstone said.
The investment will help
Sahyadri to cement its position
as the leading healthcare chain
in Maharashtra, it added.
Financial details of the transaction were, however, not disclosed.
“Sahyadri Hospitals is a
reputed name for quality
healthcare and will act as the
anchor asset of our healthcare
delivery platform. Everstone
will leverage its significant
healthcare expertise and experience to grow the overall business,” said Sameer Sain, chief
executive officer, Everstone
Group.
Revenue of private secondary
and tertiary healthcare delivery
in India is expected to grow from
$42 billion in 2018 to $65 billion
in 2022, at a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of approximately 12%, the statement said.
“We are excited about this
partnership and the value Everstone Group brings. Sahyadri
Hospitals looks forward to the
next phase of growth with the
support of the experienced team

n

Everstone Group CEO Sameer Sain.

A COMBINATION OF
PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY CAPITAL
OUTLAY IS EXPECTED TO
INCREASE THE BED
COUNT SIGNIFICANTLY IN
THE NEXT FIVE YEARS
at Everstone,” said Dr Charudutt Apte, founder, chairman
and managing director, Sahyadri Hospitals.
Everstone, which manages $4
billion in assets, is one of the
largest India-and South East
Asia-focused healthcare investor, specializing in rolling up
assets on their platforms. In
2015, Everstone had successfully exited Global Hospitals, a
large multi-speciality tertiary
hospital chain, generating
strong returns.
Everstone’s healthcare portfolio includes controlling stakes
in domestic pharma distribution platform Ascent Health;
South East Asia-based diagnostic device platform Everlife and
nutraceutical ingredient business OmniActive.
It had recently announced its

Jet Privilege may help in Jet’s rescue Bharat Serums in talks with
Bidding process
for Jet to begin
from today: SBI

Anirudh Laskar
n

anirudh.l@livemint.com

MUMBAI : Lenders to Jet Airways

(India) Ltd may tap its frequentflyer programme to partly rescue
the airline from its financial distress.
Despite a sharp reduction in
Jet Airways’ fleet and the pessimism stemming from its inability
to repay loans and service plane
lease rentals, Jet Privilege Pvt.
Ltd (JPPL) has witnessed its customer base swell from 7.3 million
to 9 million in the past year.
Reward-point sales have risen
20% to 35 billion JPMiles during
the period, improving opportunities for the carrier’s shareholders
to monetise their value.
JPPL was incorporated in 2012
as a wholly owned unit of Jet Airways, but was hived off as an
independent entity in 2014 after
Etihad Airways PJSC bought a
50.1% stake for $150 million valuing the firm at $300 million. Etihad’s investment in Jet Privilege
was part of its overall $600 million
investment in the airline
announced in April 2013.
Shareholders of Jet Airways,
which currently include staterun banks, are betting on the
comparatively robust financials
of JPPL to monetise the airline’s
stake in the venture and use the
money to partly repay its dues.
“Several private equity firms

Rhik Kundu
n

MUMBAI: The bidding process for

n

Jet Privilege has witnessed its customer base rise from 7.3 million
to 9 million in the past year.
MINT

had recently expressed their
interest to pick up portion of Jet
Airways’ stake in JPPL. Moelis
was acting as the investment
banker for the proposed deal,”
Manish Dureja, managing
director and chief executive officer, JPPL told Mint.
On Point Loyalty, a global
management
consultancy
focused on airline loyalty programmes, had valued JPPL at
$1.131 billion (about ₹7,300 crore)
last year, based on the average
rupee exchange rate in November.
A back-of-the-envelope calculation showed that the rewardpoint sales totalling 35 billion
JPMiles can be redeemed to buy
around 4.2 lakh round-trip flights

to London or around 3 lakh
round-trip flights to New York,
Chicago or Canada. If paid in
cash, the flights to Europe would
cost ₹3,000-5,000 crore, and those
to US-Canada would cost
₹6,000-7,000 crore in the current
season, considering the range of
air fares offered by various airlines during the April-May
period.
According to JPPL’s reward
scheme design, a one-way flight
from India to Europe costs 42,000
JPMiles and a flight to New York,
Chicago or Toronto costs 60,000
JPMiles. JPPL has split the global
air-map into 13 different zones
and from any airport in one zone
to another zone costs a specific
number of JPMiles.

Donald Trump hits India on
trade second time this week
Yashwant Raj
n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump took yet another
shot at India on ongoing trade
differences and accused it on
Saturday of charging “over
100%” import duty on certain
American goods.
This was his second such
attack on India in one week,
marking a new escalation that
should worry New Delhi, which
is trying to prevent the Trump
administration from terminating benefits accruing to India
from a duty-free tariff programme under which India
exported $5.6 billion worth of
goods to the US in 2017.
In a speech to the Republican
Jewish Coalition on Saturday,
the US President rolled out by
now his well-known list of trade
issues, such as trade deficit and
high tariffs, which could be, he
said, “100% … 200%, 250%, 300%
and we charge them nothing”.
“We have a case where a certain country,” he said, and

rhik.k@livemint.com

n

US President Trump.

AFP

added, after a dramatic pause, to
laughter, “India.”
It is “charging us”, he
resumed, but switched mid-sentence, as he does often, to
another idea. “A great country,
great friend Prime Minister
Modi.”
It is “charging us,” he said,
returning to the original idea,
“over a 100% for many things
(and) we’re charging them nothing for similar or the same product.” The existence or the number of such duties, of more than
100%, could not be immediately

ascertained.
The US President suggested
the US should be “charging
them something”, because this
is not about “free trade”, it’s
“stupid trade”.
The American president has
threatened to hit India with
reciprocal taxes before, specially on motorcycles. He has
complained about India levying
100% tariff on Harley-Davidson
motorcycles imported from the
US, whereas the US charges
nothing on motorcycles it
imports from India.
India has since cut duty on
these motorcycle imports to
50%. But Trump continues to
use the 100% figure as he did
past Tuesday, April 2, when he
also called India “one of the
highest taxing nations in the
world”.
“They charge us 100% tariff
on goods. So they send a motorcycle—and they make a lot of
them—Indian cycles,” Trump
said at the annual spring dinner
of the National Republican Congressional Committee.

stake sale of Jet Airways (India)
Ltd, will commence from April 8,
while the interested bidders will
have to submit their bids by 10
April, SBI said in an advertisement on Sunday.
“...We State Bank of India, and
SBICAPs , on behalf of the lenders, hereby invite expression of
interest (the EOI) from interested
investors/consortium of investors having requisite capacity
(the interested parties) on the
terms set out under the expression of interest document dated
April 8, 2019...,” SBI said. “Interested parties are required to submit the EOI pursuant to the terms
set out under the EOI document
by 6pm on April 10...,” it added.
Mint has reviewed a copy of
the advertisement.
The SBI-led consortium of
banks had last week said that bid
for the stake sale would be issued
on April 6, and the deadline for
submission would be April 9. This
had since then been postponed.

PE firms to sell majority stake
Deborshi Chaki
n

deborshi.c@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Promoters of Bharat

Serums and Vaccines Ltd are in
initial talks with private equity
(PE) firms to sell a controlling
stake for around $500 million,
two people aware of the development said.
The Daftary family, which
owns 77% of Bharat Serums, has
approached Carlyle Group and
Advent International, among
others, one of the two people
cited above said on condition of
anonymity.
“The talks are at a preliminary stage. The deal will see the
promoters and existing investors sell their stake to the new
investor,” the person said.
PE firms such as Carlyle and
Advent are increasingly favouring control transactions in India
to ensure that they can drive
decisions, strategy and corporate governance in their portfolio companies. At the same time,
Indian promoters have also
become more willing to cede
control to a financial partner to
boost growth.
Mumbai-based
Bharat
Serums counts Kotak Private
Equity and healthcare-focused
PE firm OrbiMed as its inves-

THE FIRM’S PROMOTERS
ARE IN INITIAL TALKS
WITH PE FIRMS CARLYLE,
ADVENT, AMONG OTHERS
TO SELL A STAKE FOR
AROUND $500 MILLION
tors. Kotak and OrbiMed hold
23% of Bharat Serums.
Emails sent to Bharat Serums
did not elicit a response. Carlyle
and Advent declined to comment.
The company currently
develops, produces and markets
injectable biological and pharmaceutical products for gynaecology, critical care, emergency
medicine, urology, neurology
and assisted reproductive technology. It has three manufacturing plants in Maharashtra and
its products are registered in
more than 45 countries.
Bharat Serums competes
with Serum Institute of India,
which is controlled by the Poonawalla family and is one of the
world’s largest manufacturers
of vaccines.
Bharat Serums has over the
years attracted the interest of
several suitors.
Last year, The Economic

Times reported that US drug
maker Mylan, Baring Private
Equity, as well as domestic
pharma company Cadila
Healthcare Ltd held discussions
to buy Bharat Serums. According to the report, Bharat Serums
had an operating profit of ₹84
crore on revenue of ₹200 crore
for FY17.
The vaccines maker had also
planned to go public to allow an
exit route to its investors, but
those plans were later shelved.
Buyouts have surged in the
Indian market in the past few
years, with 2018 witnessing the
total value of buyouts crossing
the $5 billion mark for the first
time ever, doubling from that of
the previous year.
In 2018, Advent acquired
plastic packaging maker Manjushree Technopack Ltd for
approximately ₹2,440 crore from
promoters Vimal Kedia and PE
firm Kedaara Capital. In 2017, it
had acquired Dixcy Textiles
Pvt. Ltd, the south Indian firm
that sells inner-wear brand
Dixcy Scott. Earlier in 2016,
along with Temasek, Advent
had acquired a controlling stake
in Crompton Greaves Consumer Electricals Ltd from the
Avantha Group for close to
₹2,000 crore.

FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT

Lawyer for Carlos Ghosn clarifies bail conditions
Agence France-Presse
n

feedback@livemint.com

TOKYO: A lawyer for Nissan
former chairman Carlos
Ghosn, who was taken back
into custody last week, has
outlined the conditions for his
initial release on bail in an
effort to clarify what he called
incorrect speculation in the
Japanese media.
Ghosn, accused of financial
misconduct, was arrested in
November, but released in
March. He was detained again
on fresh allegations on Thursday.
It is unusual in Japan for a
suspect who cleared bail to be
arrested again.
Takashi Takano listed the
conditions in a blog post late
on Saturday, which include
restricting Ghosn to using
only one computer, which is in
his lawyer’s office, and one
cellphone. It’s the first time
such conditions, set by the
Tokyo District Court, were
disclosed in detail.
Ghosn, 65, who led Nissan

n

Former Nissan chairman Carlos Ghosn.

for two decades, has said he is
innocent.
The conditions also said
Ghosn must turn over his
passport, have a camera monitoring his apartment doorway
and keep a record of his phone
calls and people he meets,
besides his family and lawyers, Takano said.
Ghosn is forbidden from
fleeing or tampering with evidence, and from meeting some
people, including Greg Kelly, a

AFP/FILE

Nissan Motor Co. board member suspected of collaborating
with Ghosn, Nissan chief executive Hiroto Saikawa and others who may be witnesses in
the case, he said.
The Tokyo District Court
has approved his detention
through April 14. His legal
team is seeking to overturn
that, arguing he already
cleared the conditions for his
release. The detention can be
extended if the court approves

the prosecutors’ request.
Prosecutors say the latest
allegations are separate from
the earlier charges, and Ghosn
may tamper with evidence.
Ghosn’s legal team argues that
prosecutors have already
raided Ghosn’s homes and
taken everything.
While prosecutors can
interrogate Ghosn daily at
Tokyo Detention Center,
Ghosn’s time to work on his
defense with his lawyers will
become limited.
Japan has been criticized
for long detentions without
convictions, dubbed “hostage
justice.” Critics say it tends to
lead to false confessions.
Ghosn has been charged
with falsifying securities documents and with having Nissan shoulder personal investment losses. The latest allegations center around Ghosn
diverting a portion of money
paid by a Nissan subsidiary to
an Oman dealership business.
The date for his trial has not
been set and is likely to be
months away.

MINT/FILE

successful exit from contract
research and manufacturing
firm Rubicon Research, generating returns of 4.5 times. The
hospitals business in India has
been witnessing a wave of consolidation. In February, Mint
had reported that US’s TPG Capital and India’s Manipal Group
had jointly entered into exclusive negotiations with heart
surgeon Dr Naresh Trehan and
other investors to buy a controlling stake in hospital operator
Medanta.
Last December, Radiant Life
Care Pvt. Ltd, backed by private
equity firm KKR and Co., agreed
to buy a controlling stake in
Max Healthcare Institute Ltd.
Last year, Malaysian hospitals operator IHH Healthcare
Bhd had acquired a controlling
stake in India’s second largest
hospital chain Fortis Healthcare for ₹4,000 crore.
In June 2018, General Atlantic had invested $130 million in
Hyderabad-based Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences to
acquire a significant minority
stake. In 2017, homegrown PE
firm True North had invested
$200 million in Kerala Institute
of Medical Sciences.

BARING PRIVATE
EQUITY ASIA TO
BUY 30% STAKE
IN NIIT TECH
Swaraj Singh Dhanjal
n

swaraj.d@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Baring Private Equity

Asia (BPEA) has agreed to buy a
30% stake in software services
company NIIT Technologies Ltd
for about ₹2,627 crore ($381 million).
Funds affiliated with BPEA
have signed definitive agreements to purchase the stake
totalling 18.85 million shares of
NIIT Technologies from NIIT Ltd
and other promoter entities.
Baring will acquire the shares
at ₹1,394 per share, NIIT Technologies said in a regulatory filing on
Sunday. The offer price is a 3.3%
premium to the closing price of
NIIT Technologies on Friday.
NIIT Technologies’ promoters,
which include NIIT and the families of Rajendra Pawar and Vijay
Thadani, hold a total of 30.04%
stake in the company. NIIT
directly has a 23.1% stake.
In accordance with Sebi regulations, Baring also made an open
offer to the public shareholders of
NIIT Technologies for a 26% additional stake at the same price of
₹1,394 per share. If the open offer
is fully accepted, Baring will pay
a total of ₹4,890 crore ($709 million) to acquire approximately
56% stake in NIIT Technologies,
according to the statement.
Mint first reported on January
18 that Baring was in talks to buy
a 30% stake in NIIT Technologies.
“NIIT Technologies Ltd which
became an independently listed
company after demerger from
NIIT Ltd in 2004, has grown into
one of the most innovative and
trusted IT Services company in
India. The long-standing relationships with marquee customers, many spanning over two decades, are a consequence of a sharp
focus on identified verticals
including, travel, banking and
insurance and distinctive capabilities developed,” said Rajendra
Pawar, chairman, NIIT Technologies.
The involvement of BPEA will
provide further impetus to the
management team led by CEO
Sudhir Singh to take the company
to the next level of growth, he
added.
The deal is subject to regulatory approvals including antitrust and competition clearances
from the Competition Commission of India. NIIT Technologies
is the second Indian IT services
firm where Baring has bought a
controlling stake. In 2014, it had
acquired a majority stake in Hexaware Technologies Ltd.
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EDUCATION
EDUCATION
ENGLISH BY Gupta Sir. Home/-

TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

0172-5050683

EMPLOYMENT
MUNSHI REQUIRES for advocate DO WORK from Home and Earn
office having knowledge of computer contact: #388 sector 10
Panchkula 9814200388

250-1000 Daily genuine work daily
Payment hurry. Call: 9041201346,
9056992009.1

TEACHERS REQUIRED for Maths REQUIRED ONE Godown Helper
(7th-12th) & Science (7th - 10th) SCF7 FF (Baltana) Mobile :9888338895, 9878968895.

REQUIRED VISA filling Executive
Visa Counselor Female having
experience of 2-4 years can apply
Skywin. 9090000021.

RESIDENT TEACHERS for all
Positions / Classes, Music, Dance,
Sports, Clericals, Accountants, Hostel & all kind of other school staff
immediately required for CBSE Residential School, Nur to 12th near
Hisar. Salary: 200000 - 750000 Annual Plus lodging boarding. Whatsapp: 9812042421 (5-7), Email:
divineinstitutes@gmail.com

REQUIRED FEMALE Office
Assistant Basic Knowledge of
Computer. Office boy with Own
Conveyance, Access Media. PhaseXI, 8146803011.

A GOVT. licence holder immigration
company required counselors,
telecallers, receptionist, marketing
manager salary 10000-35000 +
incentive call: 9878827402

REQUIRED A Sales Executive
(Female) for women's ethnic wear
store, having 1-2 years of
experience. Salary 15000 - 20000.
Contact- 8727091000

B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc
wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069

REQUIRED EXECUTIVE / Head
Chef / Tandoor Chef for new Indian
restaurant opening in Chandigarh
immediately. 9999850265.

REQUIRED FRESHERS/ experienced Female/ Male
Telecallers/ Counselors knowledge
of Admin./ H.R, Mohali.
0172-4635255, 73076-85005.

GRADUATE REQUIRED 1 to 3
year experience for pharma marketing Panchkula office, Salary - 10000
to 15000 + incentives. Number 8360806318.

REQUIRED FEMALE Computer
Operator Jhalaria Associates Showroom -1, Mamta Enclave, Dhakoli,
Zirakpur Call 98141-00657, 9815700928.

EXPERIENCED ENERGETIC
Boys Required at Mattress Company
for Accounts - 1 and Marketing - 1,
Factory - 975, Ind. Area Ph.-2,
Chandigarh. 0172-5070973.

SUN PHARMA Community
Healthcare Society providing
healthcare-services for needy and
weaker-sections of society in
various-states requires DoctorMale/Female for Mobile Health-Van
at Toansa, Distt-Nawanshehar,Punjab. Qualification-M.B.B.S.Registered
with Medical-Council. Send resume
at: upma.sharma@sunpharma.com
& meena.singh@sunpharma.com or
call:0172-6678721,6678722.

REQUIRED MBA/ Graduate/ 12th
Marketing sales executive, dynamic,
minimum experience 1 year, own
conveyance, good salary plus
incentive, SCO-376. Sector-32D, GF,
Chandigarh. 9815735569.

URGENTLY REQUIRED female
study visa senior counselors and
Telecallers for immigration office,
Good salary + incentive, Punjab2abroad contact 0172-4340000

(M) 10th/ 12th Pass at Asha
Enterprises, Plot No. 9 First Floor
IInd Area Phase II Chandigarh.

WANTED FEMALE Tutor for
Maths Reasoning with fluent english
Call: 9872641491, 8847482938

ESM INDIA Overseas Education (for
its Chandigarh office) is looking for
Assistant Branch Manager, Visa
Counselors, Visa Filing Officers,
Front Office Executives, Interview
Preparation Trainers. Only females
can apply. Good Salary + Incentives.
Walk in for an Interview at SCO 375376, 2nd Floor, Sector 35 B,
Chandigarh. Mob: 9855109010.

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED/
Fresher Female Visa Counsellors/
Telecallers at Zirakpur. Salary10,000/- - 25,000/- Per Month.
79739-16300.

COUNSELORS AND Telecallers
Required for a Reputed Govt. Registered Overseas Education Consultancy Company in Mohali. Candidates
must be Minimum Graduate with Excellent Communication Skills.
8276800006.

JOBS IN Sales/ Marketing/ Telecalling Chandigarh/ Punjab/ Himachal,
Salary 10,000 to 18,000. No
Charges. 8264668478.

REQUIRED IELTS Trainers,
female Golden Tree SCO 114-115, Top
Floor, Sector 34A, Chandigarh
99144-16444.

SALESMAN, REQUIRED for gold
jewellery wholesale for punjab.
Salary plus incentives after target
Rs 25000 onwards. Room plus food
optional. Interview 2 to 5 pm. F 19,
Phase 8, Sector 72, eltop industrial
area, near ivy hospital, mohali.
Phone 0172-4682019
kundanlites@gmail.com

REQUIRES VISA Filling Officers
for Leading Immigration Company in
Mohali. Education Abroad Consultants, SCO-531, 2nd Floor, Sector-70
Mohali. (Part time Option Also Available). Contact: -7696210210.

A CBSE Affiliated School for the last
Fifteen Years Adjoining Morinda
Required PGT (English, Biology,
Political Science), TGT (English, Social Science), PRT, NTT and DPI.
Fluency in English is Mandatory. Salary will be as per grades. Free
Transport Facility Available From
Chandigarh, Mohali and Kharar.
Apply within 7 Days at educationsuccess70@gmail.com Contact:9501273302.

REQUIRED COMPUTER Operator having complete knowledge of
online tenders, capable of handling
office work with two years
experience. Send bio-data on mail:
nl_engineeers_114@yahoo.com
Contact: 9417600658.

YS GROUP, Barnala (Punjab)
(www.ysgroup.in) Required TGTEnglish, Social Science (28000+);
English Communication/ Voice & Accent Trainers (28000+), Campus Incharge- NCC Background (25000+),
Music Teacher with English Background (21000+), Part- Time Incharge For Evening Classes. Apply:
ys_schoolbnl@yahoo.co.in or Call
98880-23168, 01679-239028.

FRESHER/ EXPERIENCES boys
required in International Call
Center, VIP Road, Zirakpur
0176-2517072, 62809-72829.

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : PARVEEN - 8872502111, AMARPREET NANDA - 9888935409

EMPLOYMENT
YOUNG BOYS as Field
Representatives/ Field Boys,
minimum +2, Salary 12000-17500.
Shivalik Complex, Zirakpur.
9855888384.

REQUIRED ACCOUNTANT, Accounts Assistant, Chartered
Accountant, Receptionist, CA Firm.
466 Phase- 2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009.

REQUIRED MARKETING
Executive, Counselor (Female),
Driver, For Girls Hostel Sector 34-C,
Chandigarh Contact +
919814460001

URGENTLY REQUIRED
Experienced IELTS Trainers in Sector
34A, Chandigarh. Oneview
Immigration, 99154-12034, 6280097434.

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Maths
Teacher for Coaching Center at
Kharar. Contact 98154- 87191,
70099- 63338

REQUIRED COMPUTER Operator for Billing and Data Entry at
Daria, Chandigarh. Contact:9882342270.

FOR CBSE School in Kharar Physical
Teacher for 9 to 12 class, female office Executive. Contact: 9876607740
(Contact between 8 am to 2 pm)
email: stezraschool@gmail.com

REQUIRED FRESHER and
Experienced persons in Sales/
Marketing in loans. Contact:
9041232244.

BUSINESS
BUSINESS
FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY.
Start Diet based Weight Loss Centre
in All Major Cities of North India.
10-15 Lacs Investment. Handsome
Earnings. Contact Zonal Franchisor
9814013579.

PACKERS & MOVERS
SUNRISE PACKERS MoversHousehold goods, office industrial,
Packing, Loading, Unloading, Transportation, Local Shifting. All India.
98154-02243, 98156-02242

EX SERVICEMAN Packers &
Movers Household Tricity All India
shifting uploading Transport. Call
9914224303, 9779844825.

HEMKUNT PACKERS & Movers,
Local shifting services & all over
India services Chandigarh: 9465588772, 98724-20061

ADVERTISING &
MARKKETING
AUTHORISED ADVERTISEMENT booking Agency: all Newspaper/ Radio/ TV. Parizwing: Showroom- 65, Sector 20-C, Chandigarh.
98885-16234

FOR ADVERTISEMENT in all

TEACHERS REQUIRED for IELTS,

newspapers call Atul Arora 9815043655 Doorstep service. No extra
charges.

OET and German Language
AngelCare Givers Pvt. Ltd SCF-87,
Phase 3B2, Mohali. 9815619966.

COMPUTER SOFTWARE

REQUIRED COUNSELLORS,
Tellecallers, Filing Officer, IELTS
Trainer, Office Boy For Reputed Immigration Company, Mohali and Fatehgarh Sahib Branch. Salary No.
Bar. Contact: Campbell Education.
SCO. 103, Top Floor, Phase-7, Mohali
and Fatehgarh Sahib, Sirhind.
8699999036, 9888617955.

CUSTOMIZED OFFLINE/ online/
Cloud based Software/ Mobile app,
web app. Pharma, Manufacturing,
Schools, Hospitals, Hotel, Restaurants and all types of shops, Real Estates,(Tally, Busy, Marg & Logics
software integration), Expertise in
Multi location. 20+ years experience. 99880-80555, 97805-53149

TWO WEEHLER Mohali Bajaj Dealership required work Manager for
workshop and showroom Manager,
C-38 phase 2 Ind. Area Mohali
mohalibajaj@gmail.com,
9888088887

URGENTLY REQUIRED Counselors (1)- Having Computer Command, Marketing Boys or girls for
Educational center of derabassi &
Zirakpur. Send Your Resume at: saiservice2004@gmail.com Contact
Whatsapp or call:- 9814678177.

TWO GIRLS for receptionist-cumAccount & Three Boys for Peon Cum
Machine Helper requirement
urgently at Gagandeep Photolith
Process Pvt. Ltd. #375, FF, Ind. Area
Phase-9, Mohali. Mob. 9876600496.

REQUIRED DOCTORS for Multispeciality Hospital (Shamli) on Saharanpur Delhi highway. Gynecologist, Surgeon, Physician, Pediatrician. Contact 9780023053,
9888938633

REQUIRED FRESHER Hardworking Female for Travel Agency with
Handsome Salary Phase-7 Mohali.
9803038555.

REQUIRED B.COM/ MBA female
Computer Operator for accounts,
Tally, minimum experienced 1 year,
Contact with Biodata, SCO-376,
Sector-32D, GF, Chandigarh.
7508368711.

DETECTIVE
AUTHENTIC PRIVATE investigations and detective
services. Chanakya SCO-409,
Sector-35C, Chandigarh.
+91-98147-10789, 0172-5014789.

ASTROLOGY
SEEMAA SINGH, a prominent face
on T.V. Offers accurate remedies.
www.seemaaastrologer.com.
Appointments: 7696134636;
7696267152

MANISHA ASTROLOGER (Post
Graduate) Expert Solving Infertility
Issues by God Grace. Marriage
Health, Child Education, Legal and
Others Issuee. 94174-04054.

KUBERJI SHASTRI Lovemarriage, Vasikaran, Grehklesh,
Sotan-Dushman, Children, Solution
for All Problem. Kothi 206 Phase 3BI
Mohali. 7340794938

ASTROLOGY PROVIDES peace
of mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your Astrological
Problems Consult- Rajiv at "The
Destiny" 9815599555 by
appointment only please.

RENOWNED CORPORATE
Firm- required Computer Operator,
Telecallers, Marketing persons
(male/female) in Tricity. Handsome
salary-25000 +incentives.
9888897934

Work, Reasonable Rates, Shop No.
189 Sector -70, Mohali. 01724011364, 9914617766.

Scooter Loan for Govt. / Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector- 18-D,
Chandigarh - 9876580001.

CONTACT FOR all Kind of Loan,
DEEMAK, COCKROACHES,
Mosquitoes control with Bayer
India-smelless chemicals at reasonable rate. 35 years experience. All
clean pest control. 93161-34897,
98725-01485.

DEEMAK, COCKROACHES,
Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards control
with Bayer India, Smelless
Chemicals at reasonable rate.
99880-93138.

J.S PEST Control Pvt. Ltd. (member
IPCA Since 1986) Bayer Products.
393/37-D, Chandigarh 01724637099, 4636088, 98760-51133,
9915551155.

MACHINERY/
TOOLS & PLANTS
JCB 4DX/ 4WD Nov. 2016 Model,
good condition for sale. Kindly contact: 9316007807, 8427706348.

Life Insurance, Vehicle Insurance.
Health Insurance, and investment.
7814395797.

INTERIOR
DECORATION
UNIQUE INTERIORS and Renovation Work Specialist: Modular
kitchen, Cupboard, Wooden, Paint,
POP, Plumbing, Electrical, Civil
works, Labour job with Material.
98725-72926, 81463-68430.

ALUMINIUM
FABRICATION
SETHI ALUMINIUM fabricator,
Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation 9815716824

ALUMINIUM GLAZING, Doors,
Window, Partitions, False ceiling,
Vertical Blind etc. Sharma Decor,
9872867613

IMMIGRATION
BEAUTIFUL DUBAI Visa Rs.
6200, Singapore 3200, Malaysia
2800, Thailand Free, Saiglobal Consultancy Chandigarh. 9041068379

EXPRESS ENTRY 2019 - over
20,000 invitations to apply for
CANADA. Call 8284882225,
9464436679.

GLASS FITTINGS
SINCE 1983 manufacturers of
Fibreglass, polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank
Lining, Poly Process Engineers, 131,
Industrial Area- I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 98140-87932.

MANUFACTURERS OF Car Shed,

TRAVEL & TOURS
GOA TRIP Rs. 11999/- 7 Days, Boat
Trip 4 Hours, 16 Activities, North/
South / Old Goa, Accommodation,
Fair, 450 Old Mummy Body. Punia's
79730-59762, 79730-51853.

INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY
Tour Packages, Group Tours, Hotel
Booking, Cruise Trips , Lowest Price
with Star facilities- Travel Tingle
Chandigarh- 9779255001.

TICKETING/
RESERVATION
THAKURAL TRAVELS: Best Discounted Airtickets, Package Tours
Contact: 38-39, Sector 17A, Chandigarh. 0172-5007863/ 5007864.

CAR ON HIRE
REHMAT TRAVELS ChandigarhDelhi 2199/ Delhi-Chandigarh 1999/
Innova 3499/ Tour Package available. 8699951267, 9463651267.

ALL KINDS of rental cabs and experience Drivers are available contact Devikas:- 9872438079

ACCOUNTING
SERVICES
GST REGISTRATION, GST returns, all types of Business Accounting, ITR's, Tally/ Accounts Training
with 9888389367

ACCOUNTING SERVICE-FOR
IncomeTax, TDS, GST Return &
Compliance, VAT Assessment, Part/
Pending Accounting work.
9877467025.

PART/ PENDING Accounts, GST
registration & Returns ITR Filling &
Investments, office Zirakpur
9501431716, 9501644194.

LOAN/FINANCE
SUNSHINE PEST Control Excellent

LOAN/FINANCE
GOLD LOAN, Personal Loan,

CASH ON swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector-18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

Polycarbonate, Fiber Domes,
Cannopies, khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

CAR FOR SALE

Group Coaching Class IX Onwards.
Complete SYLLABUS During
Summer Vacation. Contact
9872655377/9888615377

for Skoda Superb Petrol Model 2011,
Tata Sumo Grand Diesel Model 2010,
Tata Sumo Diesel Model 2012, and
Chevrolet Tavera Diesel Model 2010
in as where is condition Available
for inspection at House No. 1131,
Sector 33-C, Chandigarh.

2012 TOYOTA Fortuner, 4X4
manual, top model, total all original,
new tyre, full insurance,
7009045042,

PRIMARY SCHOOL winding up
operations selling school furniture.
255-A, Dashmesh Nagar (near post
office) Naya Gaon. Ph: 9814009610.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
FITNESS
WEIGHT LOSS By Fat Loss. 15 Year
Old Successful Program. Over 15000
Satisfied Clients. Trusted by
Bollywood Celebrities. No Gym/
Surgery/Supplements. Unbelievable
Results. Panchkula 9814013579

YOGA SPECIALIST, Stress
Management, Weight loose,
Backache, Kneepaine, diseases
management. Vishal 9780025020
(B.Ed, MA Yoga).

WORLD CLASS Yoga Stretching
Just 1000 Rs per Session from Gold
Medalist Yog Guru. 9855555619

MEDICAL
ACCUPRESSURE HIGHLY effective treatment for cervical, migrane,
slip disc, scatica pain, house
visit.8847275105, 9779092009.

CONTACT FOR Massage and
Physiotherapy at Home service.
8054816684.

COMMERCE HOME/ Group Tuition +1, +2, (CBSE/ICSE/NIOS) Accounts, Economics, Maths, Business.
9855042535, 9876390450

CHEMISTRY HOME Tuitions +1,+2 MATHEMATICS AND Physics 6th
Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and institute doubts
clearance. Highly experienced
Teacher. 9876444333.

CHEMISTRY (NCERT/ JEE/
NEET) Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase
11 Mohali, Excellent results 2018
boards (5 students scored above
90%) 9417185881

CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS,
Mathematics (JEE-MAINS, Advanced)
by Holistically Freaking Experts
(Teachers by Choice), Physics:Pawan Kumar (P.K. Sir), (Ex-Sr.
Faculty-Bansal Classes).
Mathematics:- Vineet Upadhyay
(V.P. Sir) (Ex-Faculty- Career Point
Aakash Institute) 99156-69385,
89686-65229

RESULT ORIENTED home tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee Contact Anand
Tutorials 7307203050,
9888407884.

HOME TUITION Maths/ Science
7th to 10th Class by B.Sc, B.Ed, experienced Teacher Contact:
7696232454

HOME/ GROUP Tuition Accountancy, Economics, Operation research. Tax from +1 to B.Com/ BBA/
MBA Sudheer Kumaar 9780462691

PHYSICS (9896701044),
Chemistry (9041256907) Mathematics (7009701574) (CBSE/ ICSE/)
Home/ Group Tuitions (10th- 12th,
JEE, NEET) SEC-34.

HOME TUTORS Available for All
Classes/ Subjects in Panchkula/
Chandigarh/ Mohali 73476-53830
(Tutors Welcome) Vigour Education.

HOME TUITION 9, 10 (Maths,
Science) 11, 12 Maths (NCERT) 22
Years Experience Professor
9872662386.

DO BA, B.Com, Law, Pharmacy, Ph.D,
OFFERS ARE invited by 13.04.19

EDUCATION

M.Phil Engineering, BCA, MCA, MBA,
MA. UGC/PCI/BCI Approved
8557071135

HOME/ GROUP Tuitions and Tutors are available for all classes/
subjects. Devikas tutorials since
1995 call:-9872438079, Tutors Welcome.

SODHI COACHING center Sec 80
Mohali near Kendriya Vidyalaya.
Provides coaching for:- UGC NET in
paper 1 for all subjects and for
paper 2 only EDU, CTET, PTET, HTET.
Coaching from sixth to tenth all
subjects, PCM for 11th 12th CBSE
Syllabus. Provides counseling, and
personality development by expert
counselor. 9888335952,
9872834918.

ACCOUNTS ECONOMICS +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction, (13
years), Pushpender. 8427273894.

PHYSICS/ CHEMISTRY, NCERT,

to 12th CBSE/ ICSE BBA, BCA, MCA,
engineering maths. Sector-53,
(9876818283).

EXPERT TUITIONS for all subjects +1, +2, B.Com, BBA, BA, MBA,
M.Com in small batches, sector-15A
Chandigarh. 9872991185

HOME TUITIONS/ tutors
available (Female/ Male) all classes/
subjects Chandigarh/ Mohali/
Panchkula. Impact Creators: 8729015647 (Tutors Welcome)

CBSE/ICSE TUITIONS for 6th10th Class (Maths/Science), Sec-24D,
Chandigarh. Experienced lady tutor.
9465225660.

EXCELLENT HOME Tuition of
Mathematics 8th, 9th, 10th, +1, +2
by RajSir, 15 Years Experience.
8286100004.
Science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc.
Home Tutor. Students getting 98%,
Printed Notes. 9815929292.

CHEMISTRY GROUP & Home Tuitions for +1, +2, JEE/ NEET Panchkula, Chandigarh, Mohali. Contact:
9855420328.

EXPERT COACHING in Economics
for 11th and 12th at Grammar Smart
School, Dhakoli, 9530902938,
9877702163.

RESULT ORIENTED home Tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee contact Anand
Tutorials 7307203050,
9888407884.

MIGLANI COMMERCE home
tuition Accounts, Economics,
Business Study, Maths for +1, +2.
Mob: 98729-73319.

HOME TUITIONS upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2
(Chemistry, Biology) Qualified
Female Tutor 9815891571.

HOME TUITION 9th, 10th, +1, +2,
NIOS, BBA, B.Com, BA, MBA,
Accounts. Reasonable fees,
9592011001.

TUITION/TUTORIAL
HOME TUITIONS for 9th, 10th Maths, Science. 11th, 12th Maths,
Physics. Experienced. Contact:
8360754669, Tutor Welcome.

PHYSICS (HOME Tuitions) For XI,
XII (CBSE/ ICSE). 18 Yrs. Experience.
Only Chandigarh, Mohali Parents
May Call. Fee: 8000/- Monthly. Contact: 7347552553.

RESULT ORIENTED Female/Male
Home Tutor Available any Subject/Class/Board, Graduate, Post
Gradaute. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

CHEMISTRY HOME Tuition by

+1, +2, B.Com Coaching Sector-41D,

Anil Sir 7 yr experience, +1, +2,
CBSE/JEE/PMT. 9780192054.

PHYSICS HOME/ Group Classes
for JEE (Main/ Advanced), NEET,
AIIMS preparing Students. Ranvijay
Sir. 7814997347

EXCELLENT COACHING for
Mathematics, +1, +2, Science, Maths,
9th, 10th, in Phase-3A, Mohali.
99151-01921.

HOME TUITIONS for all Classes/
Subjects by Experienced Teachers
Contact Shine Tutorial 8146239769
Tutor Welcome.

tions. All Classes/ Subjects, Spoken
English, French, Hobbies, Tricity
7986747767. Tutors Welcome

ADMISSIONS

MATHEMATICS HOME-TUITION 10th, +1, +2, JEE MAIN
Advance B.Sc, Well-Experience M.Sc
(Maths) 7973351740, 9888931974

HOME TUITION available for all
classes/ subjects, Chandigarh, mohali, Panchkula. Udit Education
88473-59112 (tutors welcome).

GANPATI TUTORIALS Excellent
home tutors for all Classes/
Subjects/ Areas. 9815504171 Mrs.
Kakkar (Tutors Welcome).

HOME TUITIONS 9th, 10th,
Mathematics, Science experienced
Sanjeev Sir. 8558972896, +1, +2, IIT,
B.Tech, Result 95% Professor Tyagi.
950123740.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, KANTA W/o Ranjit Singh resident
1246 Mohalla Arorian Wala Rajpura
Presently living Solarolo Rainerio,
Via G. Verdi 7, 26030 CR Italy
changed name from Kanta to Kanta
Kanta. Please note

I MUKUL Singal S/o Rakesh Singal

PHD, LLB, LLM, Pharmacy, B.Tech.,
M.Tech., Engineering Diploma, BA,
MA, B.Com., M.Com., BBA, MBA,
BCA, MCA, B.Lib, M.Lib, BP.Ed.,
MP.Ed., 10th, +2, Late Evening/Holiday classes for Government/private
employees. Other University
Dropouts can continue. Call: Kumar
Associates: 9915755221, 9779855221.

10TH, 12TH, BA, MA, Electrical,
Plumber, Welder, Mechnical, Cooking, Nannycare, fee 700 gap students contact Softech Mohali
9988237136

COACHING

R/o H.No. 46, Sukhmani Enclave,
Canal Road, Barhewal, Ludhiana
have changed my name from Mukul
Singla to Mukul Singal.

I, NARPAL Singh Thakur S/o Sh.
Satya Singh Thakur Resident of
#2449, Sector 37-C, Chandigarh declare that my son Arun Thakur and
his wife Sunita is out of my control
as both of are not performing their
duties towards me. I disown them
from all my moveable / immoveable
properties. Anybody dealing with
them will do so at his/her own risk
and responsibility.

I, RACHHPAL Kaur (Former name)

PHYSICS HELPLINE XI, XII. Small
batches or Individual tuitions free
trials Phase 10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.

MATHEMATICS +1, +2 (NonMedical & Commerce) in Simplified
way in Sector-35, Chandigarh, One
Week Free Demo. 9814711682.

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th Mathematics,

IIT, AIPMT Experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.
Accounts, Economics, Business by
(CA, CS Vidushi, Shri Ram College of
Commerce, London School of
Economics UK Passout) Produced
AIR-5 in 12th CBSE 2017, Contact:
Vidushi Commerce Classes.
9988457457.

TUITION/TUTORIAL
EXCELLENT HOME/ Group Tui-

COOKERY CLASS
LEARN COOKING and Baking,
party snacks, salads, chinese, tandoori, South Indian, Italian, Continental, Cakes 9417684502

ENGLISH SPEAKING
WEAK IN English Speaking and
Grammar. Don't Worry, Join
Hpsa,SCO 653, Sector 70, Mohali.
Call:7087867050

W/o Kuldip Singh R/o 7343, St. No.
4, Daba Colony, Village Daba
Ludhiana and Rashpal Kaur (New
name) are the name of same person.

I, RAJ Kalminder Bagri W/o Ranjit
Singh, Vill Pharwahi Teh Dhuri,
Sangrur, changed my name to
Jaspreet Kaur.

I, KIRNA Devi W/o No. 144759Z Ex
PO Suresh Kumar R/o Lower
Chauntra P.O. Chauntra Teh.
Joginder Nagar Distt. Mandi (HP)
declare that in my husband's Service
record I Want to correct my name as
kirna Devi in Place of Kiran Thakur
and D.O.B as 20-04-1972 in place of
29.09.1970 All concerned Note it.

I, PAWANA Devi Legally Wedded
Spouse of No- 4000735H NK Harish
Kumar R/o VPO Tikkar Teh. Balh
have changed my name from
Pawana Devi to Pavana Devi vide
affidavit No. 305 dt. 05.04.2019
attested by Executive Magistrate
Mandi (HP)

IELTS MBA coaching English speaking grammar, personality development academics +1, +2, special
batches on Saturday. Sunday
3036/44-D, Chandigarh. 9876440363, 0172-2663036 www.ritaenglishacademy.com

SPEAK ENGLISH fluently like
foreigner. accent training,
pronunciation improvement, public
speaking. Home tuition only. 8427812846.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
REGULAR AND customized classes
for Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese, French, Norwegian, Japanese and other language. Epitome
language services 9876002020,
01724043122

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, SANJEEV Kumar Arora S/o
Joginder Lal Arora ( JL Arora) R/o
#137, Krishna Enclave, Dhakoli,
Zirakpur, Distt. SAS Nagar have
changed my name to Sanjiv Arora.

I, SUNITA Bansal W/o Pankaj
Bansal R/o # 1029 Sector 38-B,
Chandigarh have changed my minor
daughter's name from Sia Bansal to
Bulbul Bansal.

I, HARISH S/o Sh. Gopi Chand Chopra R/O # 503, GHS-104H, Sector 20
Panchkula , Have Changed My Name
From Harish to Harish Chopra.

I, JATINDER Pal Kaur W/o
Ravinder Singh R/o Village Harpura
PO Dhandoi Tehsil Batala District
Gurdaspur Punjab, India 143505
have changed my name Jatinder
Kaur to Jatinder Pal Kaur, Pls
Concern note.

I, BALVINDER Kumar Gupta S/o
Amar Chand R/o House No. 2159/3A, Street No 4, Basant Nagar,
Ludhiana have changed my name
from Balwinder Kumar to Balvinder
Kumar Gupta.

I, KIRANDEEP Kaur W/o Kuldeep
Singh R/o VPO. Khamba TehDharamkot (Moga)changed my
name to Harbans Kaur.
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M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

L Pts NRR*

KKR

5

4

1

8

CSK

5

4

1

8

0.159

SRH

5

3

2

6

1.000

MI

5

3

2

6

0.342

DC

6

3

3

6

0.131

KXIP 5

3

2

6

-0.094

1.058

RR

5

1

4

2

-0.848

RCB

6

0

6

0

-1.453

Rabada,Shreyasrubitin,
handRCB6thlossinarow

shortstories

Somshuvra Laha
n

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

BENGALURU:A night after failing

Cameron Bancroft

to defend 205, even the staunchest Royal Challengers Bangalore supporter wouldn’t have
dared to dream after Delhi Capitals restricted them to 149 here
on Sunday.
The result, RCB’s sixth defeat
in a row, was on the cards
despite the intrigue provided by
Shikhar Dhawan’s early dismissal. Prithvi Shaw pierced
the field with five consecutive
boundaries after Shreyas Iyer
was dropped by Parthiv Patel
and the crowd at M Chinnaswamy Stadium quickly realised
there won’t be a win to make
their Ugadi festival (Karnataka
New Year) more special.
At one of the smallest
grounds in India, this was a
bowling effort Delhi Capitals
should be proud of, a template
for all teams seeking bowling
superiority.
Ishant Sharma showed
immaculate control over his
line, Kagiso Rabada was clever

GETTY

SMITH BACKS
BANCROFT AS
DURHAM CAPTAIN
SYDNEY: Former Australia captain
Steve Smith has backed fellow
ball-tamperer Cameron Bancroft
as an astute choice to skipper
English county side Durham after
his appointment raised eyebrows.
Smith, Bancroft and David Warner
were all banned over the scandal
involving sandpaper to alter the
ball in South Africa last year, but
are now back playing. While
Warner was also barred from ever
holding a leadership role again
and Smith prevented from doing
so for 12 months after his oneyear suspension expired, Bancroft
was free to assume a captaincy.
Durham appointed him last
month, insisting he was “the best
available option” despite criticism
from some quarters, including
former English bowler Darren
Gough who slammed it as
“disgraceful”. But Smith said
Bancroft had shown “great
character” in the way he handled
his ban and return to cricket. “Cam
is a good choice for captain,”
Smith told ESPNcricinfo. “He’s got
a good head on his shoulders and
has shown great character in the
way he has come back after his
time out. It has been a tough time
for him no doubt, but he’s a good
guy who will do his best for
Durham and will lead them well.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Kings XI Punjab
v Sunrisers Hyderabad,
live on Star Sports 1, SS
1HD, SS 2, SS 2HD

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE

12.30am (Tue): Chelsea v
West Ham, live on Star
Sports Select 1, SS Select
1HD, SS Select 2 & SS
Select 2HD

BASKETBALL
NBA

6.30am: Portland v
Denver, live on Sony ESPN
& ESPN HD

›

Today my lines worked
for me, and I’m glad.
You should try to get it in a
decent area. I believe I
have a responsibility at the
top and at the death.
KAGISO RABADA, Delhi Capitals’
South African pacer

in his use of cross-seam deliveries, Axar Patel was slow and flat
while Chris Morris was again
about variations -- cutters
mixed with low full tosses that
batsmen found difficult to score
off.
A total of 42 deliveries — or
seven overs — were dots, of
which 30 were shared by Ishant
Sharma, Morris and Rabada.
That was good enough to cover
for the four sixes conceded by
the inexperienced but talented
Nepal leg-spinner Sandeep
Lamichhane.
He had his revenge though,
accounting for Moeen Ali, who
was finally looking good for a

scorecard
n

Royal Challengers Bangalore

P Patel c Lamichhane b Morris
9 (9)
V Kohli c Iyer b Rabada

41 (33)

AB de Villiers c Ingram b Rabada
17 (16)

n

Kagiso Rabada picked the key wickets of Kohli and De Villiers.

4-0-21-4, A Patel 4-0-22-1, S
Lamichhane 4-0-46-1.
n

Delhi Capitals

P Shaw c Nath b Negi
28 (22)
S Dhawan c Saini b Southee 0 (1)
S Iyer c Chahal b Saini

67 (50)

M Stoinis c Tewatia b Patel 15 (17)

C Ingram lbw b Ali

22 (21)

M Ali st Pant b Lamichhane 32 (18)

R Pant c Southee b Siraj

18 (14)

AD Nath c Pant b Rabada

C Morris c de Villiers b Saini

0 (3)
4 (1)

19 (12)

P Negi c Pant b Rabada

0 (1)

A Patel not out

T Southee not out

9 (9)

M Siraj lbw b Morris

1 (5)

R Tewatia not out
1 (2)
n Extras (lb-5, nb-1, w-6)
12
n Total (for 6 wkts, 18.5 overs) 152
n FoW: 1-1, 2-69, 3-108, 4-145,
5-145, 6-147.
n Bowling: T Southee 2-0-24-1, N
Saini 4-0-24-2, Y Chahal 4-0-36-0,
P Negi 3-0-27-1, M Siraj 1.5-0-14-1,
M Ali 4-0-22-1.

Y Chahal not out
1 (1)
n Extras (lb-1, nb-1, w-3)
5
n Total (for 8 wkts, 20 Overs) 149
n FoW: 1-16, 2-40, 3-66, 4-103,
5-133, 6-137, 7-138, 8-142.
n Bowling: I Sharma 4-0-31-0, C
Morris 4-0-28-2, K Rabada

CoA meet to decide play-off
venues, sponsorship
NEW DELHI: Finalising venues for
the IPL play-offs along with
decision to float fresh tenders for
various sponsorship and services
will be finalised at the Committee
of Administrators (CoA) meeting,
here on Monday. The meeting will
also be attended by three office
bearers -- acting President CK
Khanna, acting secretary Amitabh
Chaudhary and treasurer Anirudh
Chaudhry. As per agenda of the
meeting, it is learnt that Chennai
and Hyderabad are in the reckoning for hosting the play-off and
eliminator matches while the final
will be played in Mumbai. BCCI’s
contract with PayTm as the title
sponsors of all domestic and
international games (in India) is
coming to an end along with the
contract of their designated PR
company. “Fresh tenders will be
invited as per norm,” a BCCI
official said.

AFP

n

ashutosh.sharma@htlive.com

MOHALI: Nothing can be taken for

granted in the IPL. Kings XI
Punjab and Sunrisers Hyderabad learnt their lessons on Saturday and will be smarting from
their loss to CSK and Mumbai
Indians respectively from winning positions. When they face
on Monday, a lot will be on the
minds of their team managements.
KXIP needed 70 off 48 balls
with eight wickets in hand but
somehow KL Rahul and Sarfaraz Khan, despite notching up
half-centuries, lacked application to take on spin trio Imran
Tahir, Harbhajan Singh and
Ravindra Jadeja.
The Chennai Super Kings
spinners managed to curtail
scoring and tightened the

breakout innings only to be cut
short at 32 off 18 deliveries.
Delhi’s biggest heist though
was in keeping Virat Kohli quiet
and off strike for the most part of
his innings. It was clear he
would give himself the sheet
anchor’s role while allowing his
teammates a free hand at the
other hand. Problem is — and
this has been RCB’s story all
along — no one batted long
enough.
No one apart from Kohli batted for more than 18 deliveries.
Not farming the strike is one
reason as AB de Villiers, Ali and
then Akshdeep Nath all were
guilty of getting carried away
after a few balls had connected.
Kohli was frustrated by then as
Delhi allowed him to face just 27
deliveries till the 15th over. He
took out that anger on Lamichhane, muscling two sixes over
deep midwicket and square leg.
Next time though, Kohli
wasn’t lucky, failing to clear the
park against Rabada’s crossseam delivery. RCB still had 17
deliveries left but with their
leader gone, the wheels came
off.
The shot selection was questionable as well. When too many
batsmen are dismissed going for
ramp shots or failed scoops -illustrated by Mohammed Siraj,
who has had a horrible run so
far -- it can’t be funny.
The asking rate was never
good enough to challenge any
team here, leave alone one that
boasts of Shaw’s talent and the
feistiness of Shreyas and Rishabh Pant.
Still, chasing is never one of
the stronger pursuits of Delhi
Capitals. Their record against
RCB wasn’t impressive either,
having won just one of the last 14
matches before this.
Even though it became a
touch comical towards the end
when Delhi threw away three
wickets in a cluster after applying a fair amount of caution, the
final outcome was never in
doubt.

n

Virat Kohli could score just 41 on Sunday.

AFP

Nothing more you
can tell the team,
says upset Kohli
HT Correspondent
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Distraught after his

team lost the season’s sixth
match in a row, Royal Challengers Bangalore captain Virat
Kohli hinted they might have a
problemthatismorementalthat
skill-related. Qualifying for the
knockouts seems improbable
after RCB suffered a four-wicket
loss to Delhi Capitals at home on
Sunday after a subdued show
with the bat, ball and in fielding.
“When the mind is cluttered,
you wouldn’t be able to focus on
the chances thatcomeyour way.
When you have clarity, you can
take your chances better.
Shreyasmade65,hewasdropped
on eight. You never know,
could’vecomeinto thegamethat
time,” Kohli said at the postmatch presentation.
Kohliexpressedhelplessness,
saying he can only do so much as
captain. For two matches in a
row, he has been the top scorer,
but the other batsmen haven’t
liveduptoexpectations.DeVillierschippedinthepreviousgame,
against KKR, but RCB has paid
thepriceforthrowingawaygood
starts and dropping catches at
crucialjunctures.“There’snothing more you can tell the team.
We have asked the boys to take
responsibility.Ithasn’thappened
sofar,andthat’sthereality.Need
to play expressive cricket. Personally,(I’m)nottryingtocontrol
anything.Afterawhile,it’sabout
the skill. We want to enjoy as a

›

We just weren’t good
on the given day.
That’s the whole story of
RCB this season. The
wicket was tough. When
AB got out, I had to anchor.
VIRAT KOHLI, RCB captain

team,otherwisewewon’tbeable
to play any good cricket.”
Not being able to win at home
will hurt but RCB never really
had a chance after their innings
fizzled out for 149. According to
Kohli, they were at least 10 runs
short of the desired total. “We
thought 160 would be competitive,butwekeptlosingwicketsat
regular intervals, so I wanted to
takethegamedeep.Even150,had
we held on to our chances, it
would have been difficult for
them. We need to grab those
chances,can’tgiveexcusesevery
day,” said Kohli.
“We just weren’t good on the
givenday.That’sthewholestory
of RCB this season,” said Kohli,
who scored a 33-ball 41. “The
wicket was tough. When AB (de
Villiers) got out, I had to anchor
the innings. Stoinis was good,
Akshdeep was good too. When
one senior batsman gets out, it’s
important for the other senior to
anchor. I wasn’t happy getting
out atthestage, could havemade
25-30 more for the team if I was
still there till the end.”

Chennai fans bowled over by Dhoni
Somshuvra Laha
n

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

CHENNAI: What’s in a name? A lot,
if it’s Dhoni and you live in this
part of the world.
It’s considered auspicious, a
winner and obvious in a city
that’s head over heels for MS
Dhonisince2008.Youseehisface
everywhere — on fruit juice
vendingmachines,signboardsof
small eateries and bakeries, at
bus stops and even inside the
thousandsof autosandtaxisplying in and around Chennai.
Match days are opportunities
to wear their allegiance to the
team and the man. This correspondent did not see a single yellowshirtoutsidethestadiumthat
did not bear his name. It makes
youponderhowdeep-seatedthis
sentimentis for MSDhoni.Don’t
looktoofarifyouarestandingon
the last crossing on Wallajah
Road before the MA ChidambaramStadiumstartsoccupying
the skyline.
On its corner stands Dhoni
Sports, a store that mainly deals
with cricket and a little bit of tennis and badminton equipment.
Established five years back, the
store adopted the most famous
name in Indian cricket because
it’s‘obvious’,accordingtoasalesman. “We love Chennai Super

n

Fans throng the sports goods shop named after Dhoni.

Kings, we adore MS Dhoni. We
are situated opposite Chepauk.
It’s obvious,” he said.
A few yards down the street
stands the slightly older Sachin
Sports, another sports retailer,
that proudly displays this city’s
reverence for the tragic hero of
the1999Testithadhostedagainst
Pakistan.
Notjustsports,Dhonihasinfiltrated the food sector as well.
Dhoni ka Dhaba, situated at Red
Hillsarea,isarestaurantpopular
for its north Indian and Chinese
cuisine.“Theownerthoughtthat

S LAHA / HT

the name would bring good luck
so he named it after Dhoni,” said
Rafique,therestaurantmanager.
Two more interesting stories
popped up during the search for
businessenterprisesnamedafter
Dhoni.OneistheDhoniDhanush
SalonatBharathiSalai,Ramapuram. The owner, Guna, a barber
himself, said he couldn’t have
thought of any other name than
Dhonibecausehisone-year-oldis
named after him.Also,Dhanush
— one ofthemost bankable stars
in the Tamil movie industry — is
his all-timefavourite. “Butnoth-

ing tops Dhoni. I have been a fan
since 2008,” said Guna who is an
experienced hand at styling the
several Dhoni haircuts we have
seen over the years.
M Sathish has a similar tale to
narrate. A medium pace bowler
himself,Sathishwasbowledover
by Dhoni’s charm long ago. So
whenhissonwasborntwo-and-ahalf years back, he didn’t think
twice before naming him Dhoni.
ThisbeingTamilNaduwherethe
family name in written first,
Sathish’s son became MS Dhoni
by default, a happy coincidence
for him. Only last year, Sathish
decided to try out his luck again
with Dhoni, this time using it to
namehiscricketacademyinMylapore. He has two other smaller
branches where boys aged 5-18
flockthenetsintheevening.“It’s
named after Dhoni but we are
carefulaboutteachingthebasics
of batting first,” said Sathish
when asked if any of his wards
have been experimenting with
the Helicopter shot, a Dhoni
trademark.
BothSathishandGunaagreed
on one point — businesses are
named after sons in the hope it
willbringgoodfortune.Butnaming their sons after Dhoni was a
waymorepersonaldecision,one
that stems from enduring love
and respect for their thala.

SRH, Kings XI look to bounce back from slip-ups
Ashutosh Sharma

ht20

CLINICAL Delhi Capitals bowling restricts before batsmen
led by skipper’s half-century hand Kohli’s team 4-wicket loss

*Updated till RR-KKR match

n

17

screws on KXIP as R Ashwin’s
side fell short by 22 runs.
On the other hand, SRH bowlers did all the hard work only to
see it squandered by their batsmen, who found Mumbai Indians’ IPL debutant Alzarri
Joseph too hot to handle in the
40-run loss.
SRH TOP HEAVY
Sunrisers have been top-heavy
with a wobbly middle order.
This season, heavyweights
David Warner and Jonny Bairstow have been the architects of
their wins. Warner and Bairstow have raised three century
partnership in four innings, and
had it not been for the efforts of
KKR’s Andre Russell, all century stands would have ended in
wins.
With three wins, they will
look to regain their winning

momentum as quite a few players are likely to leave early due
to the World Cup.
On paper, Sunrisers have
looked a complete package with
explosive batsmen complemented by a bowling line-up
with Afghans Rashid Khan and
Mohammad Nabi the lead spinners.
Stand-in skipper Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Siddarth Kaul and
Sandeep Sharma have managed
to keep things quiet.
POOR TACTICS
Twice in their match against
CSK on Saturday, Kings XI
failed to read the situation. To
start with, Ashwin was a spinner short. Though Ashwin and
leg-spinner Murugan Ashwin,
playing in their home ground,
tried to make up for the shortcoming, it wasn’t enough. After

the match, Ashwin defended his
selection.
“I would love to have four
spinners and four fast bowlers.
We can only play eleven. We
have a combination where we
have a six-strong batting and
five-strong bowling attack,”
said Ashwin.
After conceding 160, Kings
lost Chris Gayle and Mayank
Agarwal with seven runs on the
board. KL Rahul and Sarfaraz
added 110 runs for the third
wicket, but both were lulled into
a false sense of security by the
CSK spin trio.
By the time the slow bowlers
completed their quota, Kings XI
needed 46 of 18 balls. As Ashwin
tries to get things back on track,
he would hope his batsmen
deliver and bowlers are up to the
task of keeping Warner and
Bairstow quiet.

HEAD TO HEAD
Sunrisers
Hyderabad

Kings XI
Punjab

13

6
Total
matches

12

MATCHES IN 2018
n Sunrisers defeated Kings XI by

13 runs at Hyderabad
n Kings XI beat Sunrisers by 15

runs at Mohali

FOR THE RECORD
n David Warner, with 279 runs, is

the highest run getter this IPL.
n Sam Curran who has taken six

wickets, is the joint highest
wicket-taker with R Ashwin
for Kings XI Punjab.

n

Sunil Narine and Chris Lynn added 91 for the first wicket in 8.3 overs.

PTI

Narine, Lynn sizzle, take
Knights to easy victory
Shalini Gupta
n

shalini.gupta@htlive.com

scorecard
n

JAIPUR: A couple of hours before

the RR-KKR game began, Jaipur
washitbyaseveresandstormon
Sunday. While it didn’t take too
long for the weather to clear up,
Royals didn’t measure up to
expectations.Theirgamewasthe
lull after the storm had passed.
Imagineasidebatting20overs
andlosingjustthreewickets.You
would expect them to score at
least160,butallRajasthanRoyals
could manage was a paltry139. It
was a strange, aimless kind of an
innings where both Jos Buttler
andSteveSmithwerebattingina
mode opposite to the frenetic
approach of the T20 format.
Andcomingagainstarampaging and in-form Kolkata Knight
Riders, it proved too little. KKR
reached 140/2 in 13.5 overs, winningbyeightwickets,afteropeners Chris Lynn (50) and Sunil
Narine (47) all but finished the
job. Kolkatamove atop the table.
Left-arm seamer Harry Gurney finishedwithimpressivefigures 4-0-25-2. Not only did he
remove the dangerous-looking
JosButtlerfor37,hebowledaterrific last over with Steve Smith
batting on 67, conceding just
seven runs.

Rajasthan Royals

n

Kolkata Knight Riders

A Rahane lbw b Krishna

5 (7)

C Lynn c Midhun b Gopal

50 (32)

J Buttler c Gill b Gurney

37 (34)

S Narine c Smith b Gopal

47 (25)

S Smith not out

73 (59)

R Uthappa not out

26 (16)

R Tripathi c Chawla b Gurney 6 (8)
B Stokes not out
7 (14)
n Extras (lb-5, nb-2, w-4)
11
n Total (for 3 wkts, 20 overs) 139
n FoW: 1-5, 2-77, 3-105
n Bowling: P Chawla 4-0-19-0,
MP Krishna 4-0-35-1, S Narine
4-0-22-0, K Yadav 4-0-33-0, H
Gurney 4-0-25-2

Kolkata probably didn’t want
to leave anything till the end and
Lynn and Narine showed both
theRajasthanteamandtheirfans
what pace to bat on at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium. Both were
unforgiving with their clean hitting. Rajasthan captain Ajinkya
Rahane, with a paltry total at his
disposal, ran out of attacking
options pretty early. By the time
he introduced his two leg-spinners, Shreyas Gopal and debutantSudhesanMidhun,Lynnand
Narine had put the game beyond
the hosts. While Royal Challengers sit at the bottom of the table,

S Gill not out
6 (10)
n Extras (lb-8, w-3)
11
n Total (for 2 wkts, 13.5 overs) 140
n FoW: 1-91, 2-114.
n Bowling: D Kulkarni 3-0-31-0, K
Gowtham 1-0-22-0, J Archer
3-0-14-0, S Gopal 4-0-35-2, S
Midhun 2-0-27-0, Stokes 0.5-03-0.

RR are just a spot above them. It
leavesthemwithmuchtoponder.
Buttler hasn’tlookedas dominatingashewaslastyear.Smith,
back after a one-year ban, was
promoted to bat at No 3 but he
clearly needs more time in the
middletogo backto the oldtimes
when he was the most intimidating batsman in world cricket.
Today, there were glimpses but
likeinButtler’scase,therunrate
didn’t help. Smith did get an
unbeaten73butthattook59deliveries. Maybe that will do his confidencesomegoodfortheremaining games.
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AlzarrichipofoldWindiespaceblock
Keep feet on the
ground: Roberts
cautions Joseph

RISING STAR The 22-year-old, who took a record 6/12 on IPL debut, keen to stay focussed on team
Bihan Sengupta
n

bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

HYDERABAD: “WhowasthatJoseph

guy?(He)spoiledtheentireeveningforme.”OneyoungSunrisers
Hyderabad fan’s remark to a fellow supporter summed up the
sombremoodattheRajivGandhi
International Stadium here on
Saturday after Alzarri Joseph
rocked the home batsmen with
blistering pace, claiming 6/12 on
hisMumbaiIndiansdebuttoseal
a 40-run win.
FortheaverageIndianfan,his
name may not ring a bell. He’s
never been to this part of the
world; but it was he who took
three crucial wickets, including
Rishabh Pant, as India lost the
under-19 World Cup final to the
West Indies in 2016.
Later that year, on his Test
debut, he scalped Virat Kohli as
his first victim — a well-directed
bouncer claiming the wicket of
arguably the best batsman in the
world.
He may not be part of a golden
generationofWestIndiescricket,
but quite like the immigration
officer at the St Kitts airport who
had once warned Dilip Sardesai
to “watch out for this Roberts
fella, he gonna knock your head
off”, it won’t be a surprise if such
well-wishers pop up and serve a
friendly reminder about Joseph
to opposition batsmen.
If his raw pace reminds one of
the legendary Andy Roberts, his
accuracy can be attributed to
another Antiguan — Curtly
Ambrose.
‘BACKED MY PLANS’
“It is a dream. I could not have
asked for a better start. I just
backedmy plans and it worked,”
he told reporters. He spoke so
softly, the organisers had to
request him to be raise his voice.
The swagger, it seemed, was
limited to when he had the
leather in his hand. “I know we
had a game to win and I was
focused on that,” he said.
It was hardly the statement of
someone who had just returned
the best figures in IPL history on
histournamentdebut,including
a wicket-maiden to start with.
MumbaiIndiansdefended136by
dismissing Sunrisers for 96.
Joseph has already made his
Test and ODI debuts, his heroics

n

Sanjjeev K Samyal
n

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

MUMBAI: The tiny Caribbean

island of Antigua woke up to
exciting news on Saturday that
one of their own, Alzarri Joseph,
had broken the longest Indian
Premier League bowling record.
In a sensational performance on
his Mumbai Indians debut,
Joseph stunned high-flyers Sunrisers Hyderabad with a haul of
6/12, bettering Pakistan left-arm
Sohail Tanveer’s record of 6/14
set in the inaugural edition.
Accomplishing cricket feats
used to be a regular matter of
pride for Antiguans since 1970s
when spearhead Andy Roberts
first and then Viv Richards
broke into the all-conquering
West Indies team. Curtly
Ambrose and Richie Richardson
emerged after that, but there’s
been a lull for some time.

n

Mumbai Indians’ Alzarri Joseph (2nd left) celebrates a wicket against Sunrisers Hyderabad in their IPL match in Hyderabad on Saturday.

›

It is a dream. I could
not have asked for a
better start. I just backed
my plans and it worked.
ALZARRI JOSEPH, on record IPL
figures of 6/12 vs SRH.

on Saturday should help get a
call-up for the shortest format as
well.
EXUDING CONFIDENCE
ThoughmanyCaribbeanplayers
havefeaturedinIPL,Josephsaid
he never called anyone for guidance.
Joseph is known for his confidence. During the second Test

against England at Antigua this
year, Joseph opted to stay on the
fielddespitehismother’sdeathas
West Indies went on to seal victory for a 2-0 lead in the threematch series.
HadLasithMalingabeenwith
the side, chances are the youngster would not have been in the
playing XI. That he grabbed the
opportunity promises there
would be several such nights.
While Andy Roberts may not
consider him “fast enough”,
Joseph, who clocks 145 kph plus,
knowshehaswhatittakestorun
throughoppositionbattingwhile
staying calm.
Well, Chris Gayle, Andre RussellandDwayneBravohavecompetition!

AFP

BEST BOWLING PERFORMANCE IN IPL
Figures

6 - 12
6 - 14
6 - 19
5-5
5 - 12

Bowler
Alzarri Joseph (MI)
Sohail Tanvir (RR)
Adam Zampa (RPS)
Anil Kumble (RCB)
Ishant Sharma (DC)

Opponents
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Chennai Super Kings
Sunrisers Hyderabad
Rajasthan Royals
Kochi Tuskers Kerala

Venue
Hyderabad, 2019
Jaipur, 2008
Visakhapatnam, 2016
Cape Town, 2009
Kochi, 2011

WICKET OFF THE FIRST BALL IN IPL
Bowler
Wilkin Mota (KXIP)
Ishant Sharma (KKR)
Amit Singh (RR)
Dwaraka Ravi Teja (DC)
Ali Murtuza (MI)
Taduri Sudhindra (DC)
Alzarri Joseph (MI)

Victim
Suresh Raina (CSK)
Rahul Dravid (RCB)
Sunny Sohal (KXIP)
Misbah-ul-Haq (RCB)
Naman Ojha (RR)
Faf du Plessis (CSK)
David Warner (SH)

Venue
Mohali, 2008
Bangalore, 2008
Durban, 2009
Hyderabad, 2009
Mumbai, 2010
Visakhapatnam, 2012
Hyderabad, 2019

MEASURED RESPONSE
Roberts, the father of West
Indies’ fearsome pace attack,
though is not given to jumping
with excitement. In his typically
objective tone, he only had
words of caution for the 22-yearold Joseph. “All I am hoping is
the young man keeps his feet on
the ground. Let me tell you, in
T20 cricket you are known by
your last performance, that’s
what counts.”
Not just his wickets, the manner in which the lanky Joseph
pinned down the top Sunrisers
batsmen stood out.
INTO THE BODY
India all-rounder Vijay Shankar
has been in roaring form, but he
hadnoansweronSaturdaynight
as Joseph’s into-the-body stuff
gave him no room to open the
arms. The result was a throwback to the Ambrose days -- the
batsman throwing away his
wicket in frustration with a
nothing shot.
“He is aggressive. He is about
6’4’’, has the height advantage, so

›

All I am hoping is the
young man keeps his
feet on the ground. Let me
tell you, in T20 cricket you
are known by your last
performance.
ANDY ROBERTS, on Alzarri Joseph

he will get bounce,” was the only
praise from Roberts.
Roberts was a 70s phenomenon, but is well-versed in T20
cricket. He was Allen Stanford’s
main man when the American
(later subjected to several fraud
investigations and sentenced to
prison) brought T20 cricket to
the Caribbean.
“Allow the young man to
revel, don’t shower too many
praise because anything can
happen in T20 cricket,” reiterated Roberts.
Roberts is not given to hyperbole when discussing cricketers.
Even the Brett Lees and Shoaib
Akhtars have been dismissed
because he was not entirely convinced about their bowling
action. Joseph, he says, has still
not arrived.
“I first saw him at 14, he had a
lot of potential, and he still has a
lot of potential. But he has a long
way to go; it’s a learning period
for him,” he said drily. Roberts
would be pleased that the
22-year-old Joseph, who has
played nine Tests and 22 ODIs,
made the right statements after
the game when he said, “I play
for the wins, not the limelight”.

G Sathiyan.

GETTY IMAGES

SATHIYAN SIXTH
IN ASIAN CUP,
SECURES BERTH
FOR WORLD CUP
Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

YOKOHAMA: India’s G Sathiyan

booked a berth for the table tennis World Cup after finishing
sixth in the ITTF-ATTU Asian
Cup classification matches here
on Sunday.
Sathiyan, who had stunned
World No. 14 Chun Ting Wong of
Hong Kong on Saturday,
couldn’t produce his best
against 17-year-old Lin Yun-Ju
of Chinese Taipei, who notched
up a 11-4, 11-8, 11-8, 14-12 win to
finish fifth.
Despite the defeat in the classification match, Sathiyan
sealed a spot at the World Cup,
slated to be held in Chengdu,
China from October 18 to 20.
Fresh from his recent title
win at the Challenge Plus Oman
Open, the world No. 21 Lin
seemed far superior to the
26-year-old Indian.
The left-hander was at his
usual best and quickly took the
first game.
Sathiyan managed to win a
few more points in the next two
games but Lin, exploiting the
angles well, mounted the attack
to put pressure on his Indian
opponent.
The world No. 28 Indian could
have taken a game from Taipei’s
No. 2 paddler as he had two
game points in the fourth set of
the match.
However, the wily teenager
held his nerve and pocketed the
game to push Sathiyan, who is
competing in his first Asian
Cup, to the sixth spot.

Stats: S PERVEZ QAISER

Women’s tournament helps
Augusta atone for sexist past
Joy Chakravarty
n

Malaysian golfer
dies in hotel room,
Round 4 cancelled
Reuters

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

AUGUSTA,USA: AugustaNationalis

renownedforitsroarsduringthe
Masters. Heard from a long distance, they signify something
momentous has taken place on
golf’s hallowed turf. Saturday
wasn’t part of the Masters week,
yet there were roars that will
reverberatearoundtheworldfor
years to come.
The final round of the inaugural Augusta National Women’s
Amateur(ANWA)wasplayedon
Saturday – the first time women
played the course for a trophy.
The impact has been enormous.
As it happens with everything
done by the club, the eyes of the
world were on the tournament,
and it lived up to the hype.
The history of Augusta
Nationaliswellknown.Theclub
resisted including female members until 2012 when it finally
bowedtopressure;itevencaused
it to go commercial-free in two
editions of the Masters, just to
protect its long-standing sponsorsfromreceivingnegativepublicity. Critics will complain how
late Augusta has been in doing
this. Why not hold all three days
of competition at the revered
venue (the first two rounds were
at Champions Retreat)? Why an
amateur tournament and not
professional?
However, there are a few facts
that can’t be argued. The golf
club,establishedbyBobbyJones,
one of the greatest ever amateur
players,isagreatcustodianofthe
game.Andtheyhavemanagedto

HAINAN, CHINA: Malaysian golfer

n

Jennifer Kupcho won the Augusta women’s title on Saturday.

create such a mystique around
the Masters and the golf course
everyone aspires to be there.
After the exhilarating experienceofplayinginfrontofthelargestcrowdandmediagatheredfor
any amateur championship, the
72 ladies who took part in the
inaugural ANWA were left with
nodoubtitwillbecomeasaspirational for young women as the
Masters. Anna Redding, 22, hit
thefirstteeshotonSaturday.The
world No 32 said: “I was shaking
(on the first tee), I can tell you
that. I’ve never seen this many
peopleoutonagolfcourse.Thisis
way more than that has ever
watched me hit a golf shot. This
hasexceededmyexpectationsby
miles. There are so many people
outheretosupportwomen’sgolf,
and that’s so special.”
Even the seasoned Nancy
Lopez and Annika Sorenstam,
HallofFamerandmultiplemajor

AFP

winners, wiped away tears – and
they just had to hit the ceremonial tee shot at the start.
Sorenstam, 48 and retired for
11 years, said: “If I were given an
opportunity to play Augusta
Nationalnow,itwouldsendmeto
the driving range.”
US world No 1 Jennifer Kupcho, fighting a bout of migraine
that impaired vision on her left
eyeforover30minutes,shotfiveunder over her last six holes to
winbyfourshotsoverworldNo9
Maria Fassi of Mexico.
Both Kupcho and Fassi qualified for the LPGA Tour last year,
but deferred their decision to
turn pro so they could play the
ANWA and represent their colleges at the NCAA Finals.
“It definitely said something
that the top two players decided
not to turn pro. That’s really
going to be something big in the
women’s game,” said Kupcho.

Arie Irawan died of “apparent
natural causes” on Sunday in his
hotel room on the Chinese resort
island of Hainan, the PGA tour
said in a statement. He was 28.
Arie, who turned professional
in2013andwontwoeventsonthe
Asian DevelopmentTour in 2015,
had missed the cut at the Sanya
Championship, the second event
on the PGA Tour China Series.
“The PGA Tour and the China
Golf Association grieve at this
loss of one of our members and
share sincere condolences with
Arie’s wife, Marina, and his parents, Ahmad and Jeny,” the PGA
tour statement added.
“Out of respect for the family,
officials cancelled the final
round of the Sanya Championship, the tournament becoming
a 54-hole event.”
The coroner’s report had not
been completed, the statement
said.
Trevor Sluman, who had
taken a two-shot lead on Saturday, was declared the champion
and his victory will count as an
official PGA TOUR Series-China
win.
“My heart goes out to Arie’s
family and his beautiful wife,
Marina,” Sluman said.
“Along with the rest of the
Tour, we’re thinking about them
at this time. It’s very bittersweet
today, and I think the rest of the
year will be dedicated to Arie and
the impact he had on this Tour.”

SET POINTS

Azarenka stuns Kerber, in Monterrey final
Agencies
n

on-court interview on a warm
night in northern Mexico.
Earlier, second seed MuguruzaeasedpastSlovakMagdalena
Rybarikova 6-2 6-3 to book her
ticket to the final.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MONTERREY,MEXICO: VictoriaAza-

renka used her superior serving
and punishing groundstrokes to
upsettop seed Angelique Kerber
6-4, 4-6, 6-1 and advance to Sunday’sfinaloftheMonterreyOpen
against Garbine Muguruza.
In a battle of former world
number ones, the momentum
shiftedintheBelarusian’sfavour
earlyinthethirdsetwhenKerber
committed two double faults in a
careless service game to hand
Azarenka a 2-0 lead.
Azarenka seized the opportunity, consolidating the break in

n

Victoria Azarenka.

GETTY IMAGES

the next game before cruising to
the finish line to reach her first
final in more than three years.
“I’m very pleased with how I
played today,” she said in an

WOZNIACKI FACES KEYS
CHARLESTON, USA: Former world
numberoneCarolineWozniacki
maintained her dominance over
Croatia’s Petra Martic on Saturday to move into the final of the
Charleston Open where she will
play Madison Keys.
Danish star Wozniacki, showing confidence after a recent illness, defeated Martic 6-3 6-4
before American Keys turned

back Monica Puig 6-4 6-0 in a
semi-final that was delayed for
more than an hour by rain.
“I’m just so thrilled to be
healthy, that’s the main thing,”
the fifth-seeded Wozniacki said
after making her first final of the
year.“It’sbeenalongtimesinceI
madethislongrunhere,”saidthe
Dane who won the South Carolina tournament in 2011.
Keys, who has lost to Wozniackitwice,saidmeetingtheDane
onclaycouldworkinherfavour.
“It’s a little bit of a slower court,”
Keys said.
“My heavy ball will work better so I think I will be able to do a
little more.”
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Whyshould
childrenpay
thepricefortheir
famousparents?
AsksAjayDevgn
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Shreya Mukherjee

ARMED FOR
ACTION!

ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

(From left)
Sidharth
Malhotra, Late
Field Marshal
Sam
Manekshaw,
Sushant Singh
Rajput and
Parineeti Chopra

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH

Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS

H

Honey Singh: My
wife is a brave lady
Samarth Goyal
usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,

M

many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their beloved
celebs. As for the celebs, while
some love to get papped,
others are okay with the
paparazzi but don’t want their
kids to get clicked, especially
when it can lead to brutal
social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was wearing a
blue long hoodie dress and the
moment the photo was
uploaded online, people
started commenting on her
looks, that she forgot to wear
her pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any

P

I don’t think any child
is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space.
They want to not dress
up every time they step
out, so it’s very sad
when such things
happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

child is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space. They
want to not dress up every
time they step out, so it’s very
sad when such things
happen,” he says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are honest
when it comes to judging
his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When I
said I work all day and get this
one hour only to unwind, he
said to me, ‘but you are not

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

working, you are only doing
promotions’. He is that blunt,”
says Ajay with a laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice before
expressing themselves. Ask
him if he and Kajol would be
okay with their kids joining
the industry, and he says,

“Right now, Nysa is studying
in Singapore. And I feel she is
not interested in films as of
now. But yes, it will be
completely her choice. Same
goes for Yug. We will support
them in whatever career
choices they make,” he says
with a smile.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

It’s an interesting time to
experiment: Rajkummar
Prashant Singh
ight from his debut
film, Love Sex Aur
Dhokha (2010), he
made people sit up and
take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or
critics, one thing that
everyone feels actor
Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the
sheer honesty in his
performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will
corrupt everything,”
says the actor, with a
smile.
In fact, the Newton
(2017) actor has an
interesting comparison
to make.
“It’s like a fake
relationship wherein you
can play-act that you
really love your partner
but somewhere you know
that you don’t and that
you are just acting,”
he says.
“That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a
corrupt relationship.
The same logic applies to
your work as well because
if you aren’t being honest
to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,”
he says.
But Rajkummar is
“very glad” that his first
few films can be called
“successful”.
He explains: “If you are
a newcomer whose first
few films don’t work at
the box office and then if
people don’t want to make
a film with you, I totally
understand that.”
“Why would anybody
want to make a film with
you? Somewhere, cinema
isn’t just art but also
business. Whoever puts in
money [in films] would

R

rightfully want their
investment back.”
“Now, thanks to
whatever work I have
done till now, there is
a certain investment
that people can make
on me.”
The Gangs of
Wasseypur - Part 2 (2012)
actor feels that things are
changing rapidly and for
good.
“If you look at Stree
(2018), or even Bareilly Ki
Barfi (2017), they are
commercial films, but the
performances and the
kind of characters they
have are very real and
rooted. I feel cinema has
changed somewhere.
Everybody is
experimenting now and
it’s an interesting time for
those experiments
because our audience too
— somewhere — expect
that as they are ready to
welcome such stories,
something which is
unique and out of the
box. So, it’s an extremely
welcome change,”
says Rajkummar,
adding that he just
wants to be “part of
interesting” scripts.
“And, I will never be
shy away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

Everybody is
experimenting
now and it’s an
interesting time
for those
experiments.
RAJKUMMAR
RAO, ACTOR

PHOTO:
ROHAN
SHRESTHA
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Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
M ON DAY, A P R I L 0 8 , 2 0 1 9

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.
Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta
You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:25PM 03:55PM
05:35PM 09:05PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:05AM
12:35PM 11:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:25AM
02:55PM 05:55PM 08:05PM
11:35PM
Kesari 01:05PM 03:05PM
06:25PM 08:25PM 10:45PM

MATHDOKU

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

DID YOU KNOW?

Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 02:40PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 10:00AM
08:00PM 09:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:20AM
01:25PM 04:30PM 07:35PM
10:40PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:05PM
05:25PM
Kesari 12:50PM 06:45PM

Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T RO D
ILN O GV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM

ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H

PTI

Kesari 10:00AM 01:15PM
04:30PM 07:45PM 11:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 12:50PM
06:20PM 11:55PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
11:30AM 01:05PM 02:35PM
04:10PM 05:40PM 07:15PM
08:45PM 10:20PM 11:50PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:00AM
03:40PM 09:10PM 11:40PM
Junglee 10:10AM
Lucifer Malayalam 11:30AM
The Least Of These English
12:40PM
Mera Naam Shaji Malayalam
03:00PM
Shazam! English 03:15PM
08:45PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:35PM
Majili Telugu 06:00PM
Fighting with My Family
English 06:15PM 11:45PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
06:25PM
Badla 09:00PM
Super Deluxe Tamil 09:15PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Captain Marvel English (4DX)
10:00AM
Shazam! English (4DX) 12:45PM
06:20PM 11:45PM
Dumbo English (4DX) 03:45PM
How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World English
(4DX) 09:20PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 12:30PM 06:10PM
09:00PM 11:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
11:00AM 02:05PM 03:50PM
05:10PM 08:15PM 11:20PM
Kesari 12:35PM 07:05PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:10PM
08:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:20PM
Shazam! English 05:50PM
11:30PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
12:05PM 02:55PM 04:00PM
05:30PM 08:20PM 10:55PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:35AM
03:00PM 08:25PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:45AM 12:20PM 03:05PM
05:45PM 08:15PM 11:15PM
Junglee 10:30AM
Shazam! English 12:15PM
10:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 05:35PM
Kesari 01:00PM 06:45PM
09:45PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:05PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
Kesari 04:10PM

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Kesari 09:40AM 12:55PM
04:10PM 07:25PM 10:40PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:45AM
11:15AM 12:50PM 02:20PM
03:55PM 07:00PM 08:30PM
10:05PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi

09:50AM 12:40PM 03:30PM
04:40PM 06:20PM 09:10PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:50AM
12:30PM 06:00PM 08:40PM
11:20PM
Junglee 11:00AM
Band Vaaje Punjabi 01:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:10PM
Shazam! English 04:00PM
10:00PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
05:25PM
Badla 07:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:35PM 04:40PM 07:45PM
10:50PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
11:05AM 01:55PM 11:00PM
Kesari 04:45PM
Shazam! English 08:00PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:20AM
02:50PM 08:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 11:40AM 03:35PM
05:30PM 08:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
11:45AM 01:15PM 02:25PM
04:20PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
11:00PM
Kesari 10:20AM 01:25PM
07:00PM 10:05PM
Shazam! English 12:45PM
09:10PM
Junglee 04:30PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
05:25PM
Badla 10:55PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 12:00PM 05:00PM
07:50PM 10:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
09:00AM 11:45AM 02:30PM
04:00PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:30AM
02:40PM 07:40PM
Kesari 10:00AM 01:00PM
06:45PM 09:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 11:30AM
02:20PM 10:30PM
Shazam! English 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kesari 09:30AM 12:50PM
05:15PM 11:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 02:30PM 08:20PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
12:25PM 01:35PM 04:40PM
06:00PM 07:45PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 11:40AM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:25PM
09:00PM
Junglee 04:00PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 02:55PM 05:35PM
08:15PM
Kesari 09:35AM 12:45PM
03:55PM 07:05PM
10:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
12:00PM 01:15PM 04:20PM
07:25PM 10:30PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:55PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:10AM
08:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:20PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
07:05PM 10:00PM
Junglee 12:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
12:35PM
Kesari 03:15PM 06:15PM
09:15PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:30PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
06:15PM 07:00PM 09:15PM
Shazam! Hindi 10:15AM
01:00PM 09:45PM
Shazam! English 06:45PM
Kesari 10:30AM 10:00PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:50PM
03:50PM

ADAMSANDLER
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Davewantedto
quitifJamesGunn
wasn’trehired

EXTRAVAGANT WRAP

The final day of the India Runway Week was all about tradition meets modern

A ROYAL TOUCH
Rana’s by Kshitija presented
a regal collection titled
Maiden. It was all about
embellished flowy
silhouettes featuring
intricate handwork.

SPRING
READY
POP HUES RULES

BRIDAL DREAMS

SHADES OF SUMMER

CHIC WORKWEAR

Students of Vidya Institute
of Fashion and Technology,
who are aspiring to be
designers, displayed their
creativity and talent on the
ramp through chic creations.

The grand finale by designer
duo Anjalee & Arjun Kapoor,
was inspired by the rich
cultural heritage of India.
The duo’s collection was
lavish and regal.

Dominated with florals in
lilacs and pinks with subtle
hints of gold, designer
Suushmita’s collection gave
us goals for a sartoriallyperfect summer.

John Miller presented a
menswear collection
featuring everyday wear on
Day 3. It was curated by
Akaash K Aggarwal, Parul
Gauba and Babita Yadav.

PHOTOS: HTCS/PRABHAS ROY AND

Cantabil
showcased
their latest
spring summer
collection in
both menswear
and
womenswear
category.

QUIRKY AND EDGY

CRAFTING STYLE

MODERN ETHNIC

FESTIVE FLOW

BLOCK THIS!

Saaj by Ankita’s Stay Wild,
Moon Child told the story of
an eclectic quirky innerkingdom of a girl. She used
colours, structures and
motifs to reflect the theme.

Saurabh & Shena
showcased their collection,
Dil-E-Guldasta, where handdyed chiffons and georgette
became the canvas for hand
painted and applique work.

Designer Vidhi Verma
showcased her couture
collection titled Bliss, which
featured a blend of ethnic
wear in a contemporary
fashion.

Taking inspiration from
Indian weddings, jamborees
and festivities, Pooja
Singh’s vibrant collection
had attires for the modernday fashionista.

Block printing from
Ajrakhpur, Kutch took the
centrestage at Raegun by
Kamran Patel show. Designs
were presented in sharply
cut straight silhouettes.

MANOJ VERMA

FLIRTY
MEETS FUN
Designer Nitya
Bajaj
showcased
her
collection
titled Spot
that narrated
a stylish
story in
yellow
ochre, lilac,
fuchsia and
aquamarine.

Avinash Pathania, founder,
Indian Federation for Fashion
Development and Kiran Kheva,
fashion director, India Runway
Week

Dave
av Bautista
au
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DAVEBAUTISTA

restler-turned-actor
Dave Bautista has
revealed that he would
have exited the Guardian of
the Galaxy franchise if Disney
had not reversed its decision
to fire film-maker James
Gunn.
The 50-year-old actor, who
plays Drax the Destroyer, has
been very vocal in his support
for the film-maker, who was
fired by Marvel Studios’
parent company Disney,
after his old, controversial
tweets resurfaced on social
media last year.
Last month, the studio
went back to its decision and
reinstated Gunn as the
director of the third part of
the Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise.
“I am contractually
obligated (to do the third
movie), but I think that
Marvel and Disney, if I had
really stood my ground and

W

I just spoke my mind
and was honest about
the way I felt about it.
I thought he was given
a raw deal. I thought
it was a bad call,
bad decision.
DAVE BAUTISTA, ACTOR
said, ‘I don’t want to do this
without James’, I think that
they are decent enough that
they would’ve let me out of my
contract,” Bautista said.
The actor said that he
vented out what was going on
in his mind after Gunn was
sacked.
“I just spoke my mind and
was honest about the way I
felt about it. I thought he was
given a raw deal. I thought it
was a bad call, bad decision,”
he added.

-PTI

Offset and Cardi B spend $200,000 on houses ‘I just couldn’t see myself in a leading role’
ctor Sandra Oh, who rose
to fame as doctor Christina
Yang on the hit medical
drama Grey’s Anatomy, says it
was hard for her to believe
that she was offered the lead
role in Killing Eve.
In an interview with Marie
Claire, she said,
“I was
like, ‘What’s my part?’ When
my agent said, ‘You’re f*****g
Eve,’ I just couldn’t see it. I
couldn’t see myself in a leading
role ... It’s like a f*****g shard in
my heart.”
The 47-year-old actor added
that even though she
understands the importance of
being visible, it was “really
difficult” to come to terms with
her role of Eve.

A

appers Offset and Cardi B
have splashed out $201,840
for five houses and a plot
of land in a suburb of Atlanta,
USA.
According to reports, the
the plot cost them around
$48,080.
Clayton County Property
records show that Offset, 27, is
listed as the main buyer under
his real name, Kiari Cephus,
while Cardi B, 26, is listed as an
“additional buyer” under her
real name, Belcalis Almanzar.
It was recently revealed
that Offset and Cardi B are
“getting to know each other”
again after their
reconciliation.
The Migos rapper reunited
with his wife Cardi B following
a brief split but they are now
having therapy and “working
through” their problems.

R

IANS

I never thought I’d be an action star: David
ctor David Harbour says
that he never imagined he
would go on to become an
action star. During his speech,
where he was feted with the
Action Star of the Year award,
Harbour said Harrison Fordstarrer Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
was one of the first movies he
watched in the theatre.
“I saw the movie 14 times in
a theatre, and my
grandmother put up with that
because she liked the air
conditioning,” he said.
According to reports, the
Stranger Things actor then
gave a shout-out to all the
action stars who were present
at the event. Referring to Die

A

Hard (1988), another favourite
of the actor, Harbour said, “I
never thought I’d be an action
star! I started my career as a
villain, and usually you kind of
remain a villain. I thought I’d
always be on the Alan
Rickman side of the equation,
saying, ‘You think you can
handle us, Mr Cowboy?’ Or
something. And I can easily
say now, ‘Yippee-ki-yay,
motherf*****’,” he added.
Harbour is set to star
as Hellboy in Neil Marshall’s
reboot of the hit franchise.
The film also features Milla
Jovovich, Ian McShane, Sasha
Lane, Daniel Dae Kim, and
Thomas Haden Church.

“We work really hard
because we love what we do,
but we understand how
important it is to be visible and
to see ourselves, right?”
“To catch myself in a
moment where I'm still not
doing that was really difficult.”
Sandra, however, is happy
that she tasted fame at an older
age, as she has worked enough
on herself to be able to deal
with the success without being
too hard on herself.
“'I’m grateful that it’s
happened at 47, because I’ve
done enough work on myself to
really experience it. And then,
too, it just has deeper meaning
for me,” she said.

PTI

KHLOE ISN’T READY
TO DATE AGAIN
eality TV personality Khloe Kardashian
says she is not ready to date again after
her painful split from basketball player,
Tristan Thompson.
“Khloe is really enjoying the single life, and
spending time with True. She still feels
betrayed by Tristan but she isn’t allowing that
to affect her happiness any longer,” a source
said.
The source added, “Khloe loves with all of
her heart and gave Tristan another chance
but that relationship is over for good. She is
taking time to be single, and is enjoying with
her friends and family, and focusing on her
business. She is in no rush to start dating
seriously, but she is someone who has a lot
of love to give and would like someone to
spend her time with in the future.”
Khloe recently said she thinks she needs to
start dating ‘accountants’ rather than
basketball
players.Thompson
reportedly kissed a
family friend,
Jordyn Woods,
and Khloe’s
former husband
Lamar Odom
cheated on her
with multiple
women.

R

-IANS
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OKURRRR,CARDIPINS
ITONTHEBILLBOARD

AND THE NOMINEES
ARE...
Top Artist

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/BTS.BIGHITOFFICIAL

PHOTO: SANT
ARORA/HT

Navleen Kaur Khetarpal
his Instagram dancer shot
to fame with a dance video
on ‘Lamberghini’ that
elicited comments from Anand
Mahindra and Amitabh
Bachchan and has over 20
million views. Just last week,
he danced with Varun
Dhawan on ‘First class’ from
the latter’s latest film, Kalank.
Melvin Louis, a self-taught
dancer from Mumbai, is in
Panchkula for a two-day dance
workshop.
From uploading four videos
a year to four a month, Louis
has come far. “The idea was to
reach out to others. Thanks to
social media, it is easier for
people like me to connect with
the end user. We have reached
out to 1.5 million users on
Instagram and 5 million on
YouTube. I’m glad that people
have some positive things to
say about my art,” he says.
“I’ve been touring India
since 2016, but I didn’t want to

T

n Post Malone

n Travis Scott

n Travis Scott

n XXXTentacion

n Bazzi

Top Female Artist

n Juice Wrld
n Lil Baby

n Cardi B

n Dua Lipa

n Ariana Grande

n Ella Mai

n Halsey
n Ella Mai

Top R&B Artist

Ariana Grande is
nominated in
multiple
categories
including Top
Artist PHOTO:CHRIS

while they also
received nods for
Top Male Artist, along
with Travis, Ed Sheeran
and the late hip-hop star
XXXTENTACION, and Top
Billboard 200 Artist.
The latter — who died in
June 2018 — has received a
total of 10 posthumous
nominations, including
Top Billboard 200 Artist,
Top Streaming Songs
Artist, Top R&B Artist, Top
R&B Male Artist.
Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper’s A Star Is Born
soundtrack Shallow has
been nominated for the
Billboard Chart
Achievement Award,
Top Selling Song and
Top Soundtrack.
Meanwhile,
history has been
made with three Kpop bands receiving
nods in the top social
artist category.
The awards show will
take place in Las Vegas on
May 1. Kelly Clarkson is
returning to host the event.

n Taylor Swift

n H.E.R.

Top Duo/Group

n Khalid

PIZZELLO/AP

n Ella Mai

n BTS

n The Weeknd

n Dan + Shay

n XXXTentacion

n Imagine Dragons
n Maroon 5

Top Social Artist

n Panic! At The Disco

n BTS

Top Billboard 200 Artist

n EXO
n GOT7

n Drake

n Ariana Grande

n Ariana Grande

n Louis Tomlinson

n Post Malone
n Travis Scott

Top Hot 100 Artist

n XXXTentacion

n Cardi B
n Drake
n Ariana Grande

Billboard Chart
Achievement Award

n Juice Wrld

n Dan + Shay

n Post Malone

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

Top Streaming Songs
Artist

n Lady Gaga & Bradley

Cooper
n Dua Lipa

n Cardi B
PHOTO:TIMOTHY A.
CLARY/AFP

Beyoncé (top
left) and Jay-Z
are nominated in
the Top Touring
Artist category,
among others

HTC

PHOTO: FACEBOOK/EXO

PHOTO:SCOTT
ROTH/AP

Drake scored 17
nominations
PHOTO: STEVE
MARCUS/REUTERS

BTS is the first Korean act to be listed in Top Duo/Group category; they are also nominated in Top Social Artist category with EXO and GOT7

Dancer
Melvin Louis

n Drake

n Post Malone

n Ed Sheeran

PHOTO:
TWITTER/
GOT7OFFICIAL

‘Wanttoempower
dancerswhodon’t
haveresources’

Top Male Artist

n Ariana Grande

Top New Artist

ROTH/AP

N

n Post Malone
n XXXTentacion

n Drake

PHOTO: SCOTT

ominations for the
Billboard Music
Awards 2019 were
announced on
Thursday, and Cardi B has
been nominated for an
impressive 21 times in 18
categories. The Please Me
rapper will compete
against herself in three
categories with her song I
Like It and Maroon 5
feature Girls Like You up
for Top 100 Song, Top
Selling Song and Top
Collaboration. The 26-yearold star is also up for Top
Artist, Top Rap Song for I
Like It and Top Rap Album
for Invasion of Privacy,
Top Female Artist and
more.
Cardi has just missed out
on a record set by The
Chainsmokers and Drake
in 2017, which saw them
nominated for 22 prizes.
Following closely behind
are rappers Drake and Post
Malone, with 17 noms each.
The pair will go head-tohead with Cardi, Ariana
Grande and Travis Scott to
be crowned Top Artist,

n Ariana Grande

n Cardi B

Nominations also include three
K-pop acts, BTS, EXO & GOT7 at
the Billboard Music Awards ’19

Cardi B. is
leading the
pack with 21
nominations
in 18
categories

n Drake

Kevin Spacey’s lawyers return to court in alleged bar groping
case; judge weighing the motions
n Thursday, a second
pretrial hearing in the
Kevin Spacey criminal
groping case was concluded
with no decisions yet on
discovery motions filed by
lawyers for Spacey, who’s
charged with felony indecent

O

assault and battery on a then
18-year-old busboy in
Nantucket, Massachusetts,
restaurant bar in July 2016.
USA Today reports the
hearing concluded with the
judge taking the motions
under advisement. The Oscar-

winning actor didn’t attend
Thursday’s hearing at
Nantucket District Court.
Spacey’s attorneys have
been seeking to preserve
phone and electronic records
between the man — who says
Spacey unzipped his pants and

fondled him — and the man’s
girlfriend at the time.
Spacey pleaded not guilty in
January to felony indecent
assault and battery. His
lawyers have called the
accusations “patently false.”

Kevin Spacey is
charged with
felony indecent
assault and
battery on a then
18-year-old
busboy in
Nantucket,
Mass., restaurant
bar in July 2016

PHOTO:MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

AGENCIES

limit myself to metro cities. I
wanted to understand the
tastes and culture of different
cities so that I can create
opportunities for people. I
want to empower dancers who
don’t have resources. My idea
is that people should get
happiness out of dancing. I
believe in the power of selfshot videos,” says Louis.
“Varun coming down to my
studio to dance in a humble,
non-commercial style video is
huge. I don’t invite celebrities,
they connect with me and
that’s how things roll,” he
adds. Louis is known for his
own ‘genre’ of dance that he
calls Bolly-swag.“The idea is
not to forcefully put steps to
music, but to feel the beats and
let the music guide you,” he
explains. On his life post
‘Lamberghini’, he says,
“People now know me. It’s
overwhelming, I could never
imagine that this could be
achieved through social
media.”
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Max
Cloudy 34.9°c

tricityalert
POWER
CHANDIGARH: Power
supply will remain
suspended in parts of Sectors
20, 23 and 26 from 10am to
4pm and in parts of the
PGIMER, Sarangpur, Marble
Market, Sarangpur Kachi
Colony, Rehabilitation Colony
in Dhanas, Old Ropar Road,
Samadhi Gate, Darshani Bagh,
Motor Market, and Shivalik
Enclave of Manimajra NAC
from 10am to 5pm on Monday.

shortstories
KIDNAPPED KURALI
BOY RECOVERED
FROM AMBALA
MOHALI :A 11-year-old Kurali boy
was kidnapped from outside his
house near the Chaudhary Hospital on Saturday late evening, but
the police recovered him on
Sunday morning from the Ambala
railway station. Police said the
kidnappers, who had demanded
₹2 lakh ransom, later developed
cold feet
››P3

After compartment in exam,
17-yr-old attempts suicide
CHANDIGARH :A 17-year-old girl
attempted suicide by hanging
herself from a ceiling fan at her
house in the Sector-25 colony on
Sunday. The victim is a BA firstyear student at the Post Graduate
Government College for Girls,
Sector 42.
››P3

debate of
the week
EVERY DROP
COUNTS

WHAT CAN
CITIZENS DO TO
SAVE WATER?
Fines have been imposed in
Mohali and GMADA areas to
prevent wastage of water
from May to June this year.
What innovative solutions can
citizens adopt to save water?
Send in your inputs in not
more than 150 words to
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by April 12.

Min

20.2°c

Max
Humidity

Yuvraj Kaushal
n

FEVER
IS ON
TRICITY THIS WEEK IPL

>>p5

A GOLDEN SUMMER

whatcourtsaid

›

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

The inherent
bashfulness of the
females and the
tendency to conceal
outrage of sexual
aggression are factors
which the courts should
not overlook.

PANCHKULA: “The inherent bash-

fulness of the females and the
tendency to conceal outrage of
sexual aggression are factors
which the courts should not
overlook,” observed Panchkula
additional district and sessions
judge Narender Sura, while sentencing two brothers to 20 years
in jail for raping their 19-year-old
cousin even as the victim and her
mother turned hostile.
The two are also accused of
raping the victim’s younger sister, who was 14-year-old at the
time of the incident in 2017. The
judgment in that case is expected
on Monday.
While the court had held the
accused, aged 21 and 23, guilty on
April 1, the quantum of sentence
was announced on Saturday.
They have been convicted under
Sections 376D (gangrape) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC). The two
have also been imposed a fine of
₹50,000 each.
“The courts shoulder a great
responsibility while trying an
accused on charge of rape. The
courts are required to deal with
such cases (with) utmost sensitivity and are not required to get
swayed by contradictions and
insignificant discrepancies in
the statements of witnesses,
which are not of fatal nature, to
throw out an otherwise reliable
prosecution case,” the judgment
reads.
ALL ABOUT THE CASE
The victims and the accused,
sons of their maternal uncle, live

April 4: Activa-borne men
snatched a woman’s handbag
in Sector 39
April 2: A 42-year-old woman
lost an earring to a snatcher
at a park in Sector 7
March 30: Bike-borne men
flee with a woman’s handbag
near Terraced Garden in
Sector 33
March 29: A man snatched a
mobile phone near the Laxmi
Narayan temple in Sector 44

matter to their notice,” said
Jagdale.
THE LAW
Last year, 186 cases of snatching
were reported in the city. In the
first three months this year,
around 30 cases have occurred.
In Chandigarh, snatchers are
bookedunderSections379(theft)
and 356 (use of criminal force to
commit theft). Under these sections, the punishment ranges
fromafinetoamaximumofthree
years in prison.
However,inHaryana,Section
379A is used. It carries rigorous
imprisonment of at least five
years,whichmaybeextendedup
to10yearsalongwith₹25,000fine.

The girl’s mother had also
turned hostile, deposing that her
daughters had not told her anything about the incident. She
also refused to say anything on
the matter in court.
Though admitting that she
and her sister were raped, the
14-year-old girl claimed the incident took place at night and she
could not recognise the accused.
She, too, was declared hostile.
Meanwhile, the medical officer deposed that according to the
victim’s medico-legal examination, “possibility of intercourse
cannot be ruled out and possibility of sexual abuse cannot be
ruled out”.
Holding the two brothers
guilty, the court said: “It is also
by now well settled that the
courts must, while evaluating
evidence, remain alive to the
effect that in a case of rape, no
self respecting woman would
come forward in a court just to
make a humiliating statement
against her honour such as
involved in the commission of
rape on her.”

HTSPOTLIGHT
24X7 FLIGHTS AND BIG BIRDS IN SIGHT
Chandigarh International Airport today is on the cusp of a major transition,
opening up for bigger aircraft and launching round-the-clock operations
70 b
by Ind
Indian Airli t
from April 10. From just three domestic flights in 1970
being readied for a Boeing 7877-8800 (D
the airport will finally be able t
fulfil the demands of the peop
p
from the region to connect the
to major international destinati
The hospitality industry will gett
boost and tour operators a levell
›››
playing field.

SPURT IN CRIME
April 5: Two men in a sedan
snatch a woman’s mobile
phone outside her house in
Sector 37

›

The courts are
required to deal
with such cases with
utmost sensitivity and
are not required to get
swayed by discrepancies
in statements of
witnesses.
n

in shanties near Sector 21,
Panchkula.
In her complaint, the 19-yearold victim had alleged that the
duo took her minor sister and
her in their shanty and raped the
two taking turns and even
threatened to kill their family if
they complained to anyone.
A case was registered at the
women police station on July 17,
2017. A separate FIR was registered under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act for the 14-yearold’s rape.
Even as the victim deposed in
court that a “wrong act” was
committed upon her, she failed
to remember the date. She further deposed that she did not
know who had committed the
crime.
On seeing the accused in the
court room, she claimed she
could not tell as to whether they
were the two who had committed
the rape.
Thereon, she was declared
hostile on the prosecution’s
request.

Shub Karman Dhaliwal
CHANDIGARH:Foralmosttwoyears
now, the Union government has
been sitting on Chandigarh
Police’s request for stricter punishment for snatching on the
lines of Punjab and Haryana.
The proposal to increase the
sentence from three years to 10
yearsandmakesnatchinganonbailableoffenceneedsanamendment to the Indian Penal Code
(IPC)provisionstobecomeareality.Seniorpoliceofficialssaidthe
departmenthadsentitsproposal
to the ministry of home affairs
(MHA) in July 2017.
The matter was discussed at
lengthinthePunjabandHaryana
highcourt duringthehearingon
apetitionontheincreasingnumber of snatching cases last year.
Due to the sudden spurt in the
number of cases, the high court
on March 21, 2018, had even
summoned UT senior superintendentofpoliceNilambariVijay
Jagdale.
Thereon, the department
pushedfortheamendmentagain
andtheMHAsoughtacopyofthe
officialgazettenotificationofthe
related Haryana legislation
of2015andtheproposednotification. Nothing moved on thereafter.
“Whateverwasrequiredfrom
ourend,wehavesenttotheMHA.
Butsofar,theamendmenthasn’t
been made and the matter is still
pending, even after bringing the

YOUNG VOTERS FOR FREEDOM
>>p3
FROM FEAR, DRUGS

HEINOUS CRIME Duo convicted even as victim, her mother
turned hostile; on trial for raping 19-year-old’s minor sister too

2 yrs on, UT police
await Centre nod
for stricter law
shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

YOUNGISTAN

TwoP’kulabrothers
awarded20-year
jailforrapingcousin

S N AT C H I N G I N C I D E N T S

n

Min

54% 38%

Golden trumpets hanging from trees along the Sector 9/10 stretch of Jan Marg in Chandigarh on Sunday. A tropical twining vine,
native to Brazil, its flowers are in full bloom in its adopted city at this time of the year.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

19-yr-old held for
harassing girl in
Sector-15 park
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ZIRAKPUR HOUSING PROJECT

250 families left in lurch
as builders declared PO
Hillary Victor

CHANDIGARH :A 19-year-old youth

n

was arrested for sexually harassing a girl at a park in Sector 15
on Sunday.
The accused, Kapil Arora,
belongs to Barnala and was visiting the city to meet his friends
over the weekend.
The victim, who is 22-year-old
and a student of Sri Guru Gobind
Singh College for Women, Sector
26, stated in her complaint that
she along with her friends had
gone to a park in Sector 15
around 4:45am for a walk when
the incident took place.
She alleged the accused, who
was walking behind them, tried
to forcibly hold her hand and
molest her.
Kapil told police that he and
his friends were out looking for
food late night and they left him
in the park in an inebriated state.
A case has been registered
against him under Sections 354
(assault and criminal force to
woman with intent to outrage
her modesty) and 354D (any person who follows a woman and
contacts, or attempts to contact
such woman, to foster personal
interaction despite a clear no) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

ZIRAKPUR :Around 250 flat buyers
at Chinar Homes, a private housing project in Zirakpur, have
been left in the lurch as two of its
three promoters have been
declared proclaimed offenders
while the third has also gone
incommunicado.
BCL Homes Limited had
launched the project at Kishanpura village in Zirakpur in 2010
with the promise to hand over
the possession in July 2013. The
company was to construct 368
flats, comprising three blocks
and 14 towers. All flats were sold
for prices ranging between ₹30
lakh and ₹55 lakh. Most of the
allottees even paid up to 90% of
the cost.
However the project, which is
not even registered under the
Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act, 2016, is no
wherecompletion,withonly70%
works done, even after nine
years. Most of the buyers have
approached consumer and civil
courts for refund. Even as many
cases have been decided in the
buyers’ favour, they have not
received any amount.

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

BCL HOMES LAUNCHED
THE PROJECT, CHINAR
HOMES, IN 2010.
POSSESSION WAS
PROMISED BY JULY 2013,
BUT ONLY 70% WORK
IS COMPLETE SO FAR
On March 20, the Punjab state
consumer commission declared
Baldev Chand Bansal, one of the
directors of BCL Homes Limited,
a proclaimed offender (PO).
While Tejinder Kumar Bansal,
alias Gopal Bansal,was declared
a PO by a Chandigarh district
court in July 2018, the third
director, Rajeev Kumar, is also
not traceable.
BUYERS’ HARD-EARNED
MONEY GETS STUCK
Vidhu Sharma, 45, who is now
settled in the US, said: “I paid
90% of the amount, which is ₹43
lakh, for a three bedroom flat in
2011. I am still repaying the bank
loan. But despite approaching
the company directors for possession, nothing has been done.”
Anoop Jethwani, 52, another

allottee, said he is forced to live
in a rented accommodation for
₹18,500 per month in Sector 20,
Panchkula, because of the delay
in possession.
“I request the Greater Mohali
Area Development Authority
(GMADA) to take over the
project, as I have already
invested my hard-earned money
in the project,” said Jethwani,
who is a trader, and has invested
₹53 lakh. “We allottees are not
getting any respite from anywhere. I also request the state
government to intervene in the
matter.”
The firm had even filed for
insolvency in September 2017,
but the petition was dismissed by
the National Company Law Tribunal. The tribunal had
observed that the firm “had not
come with clean hands and disposed of major land at Patiala
Road, which was bought by them
in the name of BCL Homes Ltd,
by diverting the funds of the
project and also by availing a
term loan of ₹32 crore from
Canara Bank, Chandigarh, in
2012-13.” The land was allegedly
sold to relatives and friends of
company directors “in most
irregular and illegal manner”.

RAIN WITH WINDD
LIKELY TODAY
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Rain along with

wind, reaching a speed of up to
50 kilometre per hour, is likely
in the city on Monday, according to officials of the India Meteorological Department (IMD),
Chandigarh.
“Due to the western disturbances, thunder and light rain
are likely in the city on Monday.
Fast winds can also be expected
with rain. However, the conditions are unlikely to continue
on Tuesday,” The department
officials said.
There was negligible rain in
the city on Saturday night and
the sky remained cloudy on
Sunday leading to a drop in the
temperature. Maximum temperature fell down from 36°C to
34.9°C, two notches below normal. The minimum fell from
22.2°C to 20.2°C, three degrees
below normal.
In the next three days, the
maximum temperature is likely
to rise to 35°C while the minimum temperature is expected to
be around 22°C.
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CHANDIGARH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TAKES NEW WINGS

Round-the-clock flights, big birds in sight
TAKING OFF ON APRIL 10 From
just 3 domestic flights in 1970 to
24-hour landing facilities for
wide-bodied aircraft, these
milestones have not been easy to
achieve for Chandigarh Airport

facetoface
SUNEEL DUTT, CEO,
CHANDIGARH
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

International
airlines have
yet to revert

Hillary Victor
n

hillaryvictor@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Chandigarh International Air-

port today is on the cusp of a major transition, opening up for bigger aircraft and
launching round-the-clock operations
from April 10. From just three domestic
flights in 1970 by Indian Airlines to being
readied for a Boeing 787-800 (Dreamliner), the airport will finally be able to
fulfil the demands of the people from the
region to connect the dots to major international destinations.
Yes, there have been controversies,
with ugly spats between Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh over the naming of
the airport and the Punjab and Haryana
high court (HC) rapping airport authorities for not starting international flights.
LOOKING BACK
Foundations for the airport were laid
when the Indian Air Force (IAF) base
was set up here in 1961 as a major air
logistics node for Indian troops
deployed in Jammu and Kashmir. The
civil enclave was opened in the mid1960s adjacent to the base with Indian
Airlines starting its first flight to Delhi
in 1967 followed by flights to Kullu and
Srinagar. Jet Airways became the first
private airline to start operations in
1999, with more private airlines (currently six) following suit. While the Airports Authority of India controls the
functioning of the new civil terminal in
partnership with Punjab and Haryana,
runway operations and air traffic control are managed by the Chandigarh Air
Force Station. Timings of the commercial passenger flights are also controlled by IAF.
INTERNATIONAL STATUS
IN SEPTEMBER 2015
Prime minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the International Airport on September 11, 2015, which is now handling
both domestic and international flights,
though it’s connected right now to only
Dubai and Sharjah in the Middle East.n
The other 38 flights are connected to
major cities including Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Leh, Srinagar,
Jaipur,PuneandKullu,ChennaiandGoa.

shortstories
HEALTH CAMP
FOR DEFENCE
PENSIONERS
MOHALI: At least 100 pensioners
of Defence Accounts Pensioners
Welfare Association(DAPWA)
were screened during a free
health camp conducted by Ivy
Hospital, here on Saturday. During
the camp, a team of doctors from
medicine, orthopaedic, cardiology
and dietetics departments of the
hospital, addressed the healthcare needs of people. Dr Deepak
Puri emphasised on the need to
adopt healthy lifestyle and
remain fit from an early age. HTC

150 teachers attend
workshop on sports
injuries, basic life support
CHANDIGARH: Over 150 physical
education teachers took part in a
workshop on ‘Sports Injuries and
Basic Life Support’ held at
Government Girls Model Senior
Secondary School, Sector 18, on
Sunday. The workshop was
organised by Trinity Hospital,
Zirakpur and department of
education, UT administration.
Anaesthesiology consultant Dr
Gagandeep Ghuman and internal
medicine consultant Dr Samir
Kumar conducted the training.
They educated the teachers
about the importance of first aid
and basic life-saving skills. HTC

Session on customer
behavioural change held
CHANDIGARH: PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, in
association with Sangrur District
Industrial Chamber, on Sunday
organised an interactive session
on customer behavioural change.
Punjab state chapter chairman,
PHD Chamber, RS Sachdeva, said
that managing customers’
experience has been a business
practice since trading emerged as
HTC
a profession.

What is your growth projection
for the next one year?
At present we have 22 lakh
domestic passengers and after
round-the-clock operations we
expect an increase of 30%,
which means, it will go to
around 28 lakh.
n

GOING PLACES: Chandigarh International Airport’s CAT-III ILS system that permits operations even when visibility is as low as 100 metres will be ready by
December 2019.

PULLED UP BY COURTS
A petition filed in 2015 by the Mohali
Industrial Association at the Punjab and
Haryana HC led to the first international
flight out from Chandigarh, following
which in, 2016, Dubai and Sharjah were
connected to the city.
With Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh claiming rights to name the airport,
there was furious debate over the naming of the airport, with one party suggesting it be named after Shaheed-E-Azam
Sardar Bhagat Singh and the other proposing Rock Garden creator Nek
Chand’s name.
WHAT WILL CHANGE
Chandigarh Airport will open from
April 10 for category 4E aircraft which
are wide-bodied and include Boeing 777,
B747-400, Airbus 330, and Boeing 787-800
(Dreamliner).
WHO WILL BENEFIT THE MOST?
The hospitality industry will get a boost
and tour operators a level playing field as
they connect to various countries
and cities. Businessmen can leave for
important meetings; conventions and
conferences and come back to the city
within a day.

SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

Footfall and facilities
From just 1.5 lakh passengers in 2006-2007, Chandigarh Airport now deals with a load of 22 lakh (domestic)
passengers, which will increase the moment wide-bodied aircraft are accommodated here.
DOMESTIC TRAFFIC
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2016-17
2017-18
2018-19

INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC

1.5 lakh
2.2 lakh
3.6 lakh
4.5 lakh
6.4 lakh
8 lakh
8.81 lakh
10.5 lakh
12 lakh
15 lakh
18 lakh
21 lakh
22 lakh

2016-17
2017-18
2018-19

Capacity

1,600
passengers
Parking

READY FOR THE BIG BIRDS

500
cars

Chandigarh International Airport will from
April 10 be ready to accommodate category 4E
(wide bodied) aircraft, including Boeing 777,
B747-400, Airbus 330, and Boeing 787-800
(Dreamliner)

whattheysay

›

I request the authorities
to initiate international
flights from our city and link
to major Indian cities.

CAT-3 FACILITY BY
DECEMBER THIS YEAR
The airport at present has facility of Category-II (CAT-II) instrument landing
system (ILS) which enables pilots to land
with the help of instruments if the runway is not visible.

FULLY LOADED

76,634
1.48 lakh
1.26 lakh

SANJEEV VASHISHT, former president,
Mohali Industry Association

Escalators

Lifts

6

14

CCTV
cameras

186

State of
the art
intelligent
addressable system

›

When are flights expected to
Europe and USA ?
Since we will now have roundthe-clock operations from April
10, we have written to airlines
for international flights. They
will revert after studying the
feasibility and traffic. Currently, no airlines have applied
(for long-haul flights).

Any challenges ahead?
Time is a great challenge as
both new domestic and
international need time to study
the routes and traffic. We have
written to all the airlines to
come forward and are hoping
that more domestic flights will
be added by the next six months.

New facilities coming
up at the airport?
Upgrade of the runway and
increase in its size 10,400 feet
from 9000 feet and strength of 75
pavement classification
number (PCN) to 75
and above, resulting in operation
of wide-bodied
aircraft.

Late night flights tend to
steal room nights from
hotels, late evening arrivals
have scope for room nights
MANMOHAN SINGH, former Chairman
CII, Chandigarh council

After plot transfer fraud, property files to
be linked with mobile number of allottees
HSVP DECIDES Will also issue a toll-free number on which allottees can discuss their problems
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: After facing embarrassment in a recent fraud case
involving transfer of plot, the
Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP) will link property files with the mobile numbers of the original allottees.
Informing the same, the estate
officer (EO) Ashutosh Rajan
said, “Linking a file with the
property owner’s mobile number will help in keeping a tab on
fraudsters, who use forged documents to get plots transferred.”
“Whenever any file will
undergo changes, the allottee
will get a message on his mobile
phone regarding his property
documents,” said Rajan.

›

Linking a file with the property owner’s mobile
number will help in keeping a tab on fraudsters.
Whenever any file will undergo changes, the allottee
will get a message on his mobile phone regarding
his property documents.
ASHUTOSH RAJAN , estate officer, Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran

MEASURES TAKEN TO
IMPROVE THE SYSTEM
The Haryana Shahari Vikas
Pradhikaran will also issue a toll
free number on which an allottee
can discuss his/her problem.
The HSVP will also make
some changes in the online system for lodging complaint.
The HSVP officials said that
the system is likely to be

launched by April end.
“With the new system, the
employees will be unable to trace
a particular file as the server will
automatically transfer it to the
official concerned,” said estate
officer Rajan.
As per information, there are
more than 35,000 allottees of residential as well as commercial
properties in the city.

RECENT FRAUD CASE
In February, police booked a
man and his accomplices for
making a fraudulent plot ownership claim and later selling the
plot on forged documents by
impersonating self as the real
owner of the plot.
A complaint was lodged by the
HSVP estate office.
The case pertains to two plots
– a one-kanal plot in Sector 8 and
a 14-marla plot in Sector 4.
As per the department officials, the name of the owner of
both the plots in HSVP records
was Raj Kamal Banta, a resident
of Shimla.
However, in 2008, the estate
office obliged to a request for correction in the name from Raj
Kamal Banta to Raj Kamal

Thieves decamp with ₹80,000, accessories
CHANDIGARH: Inseparateburglary
cases,unidentifiedthievesstruck
across the city, decamped with
cashandvaluables,saidpoliceon
Sunday.
In the first case, complainant
Vinay Kumar, who runs his
office in Sector 8C, alleged that
thieves took away ₹65,000 from
hisofficeontheinterveningnight
of April 5-6.
In another case, Sector 20A
resident Lakhwinder Singh told
thepolicethatonSaturdaywhen
he reached office, he found that
thefrontglassandthegrillewere
brokenand,theroomransacked.
Lakhwinder alleged that unidentified person stole a DVR
along with hard disc, three
mobile phones, laptop chargers
and mobile chargers each, seven
CCTVcameras,wifi adaptorand
₹15,000 from his office, at Phase1,
Industrial Area, Chandigarh on
theinterveningnightofApril5-6.
Policesaidthatacasehasbeen
registered under Sections
380(theft in dwelling house) and
467( lurking house trespass) of
the Indian Penal Code(IPC)
againstunidentifiedperson,who
are absconding.
HTC

AMBALA MAN SERVED SPIKED DRINK, LOOTED
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: Two unidentified

persons have been booked
for looting and physically
hurting a man, here , said
police on Sunday.
The duo looted Deepak
Kumar ,a resident of Dina Ki
Mandi, Ambala Cantonment
of ₹35,000, documents,
mobile phone, said police.
In his complaint, Deepak
said that on April 4, at
around 10.30am he left from
house to deposit insurance
instalments and purchase
electronic items from Rai
Market.
“At around 11.15am, I
reached near Andhra Bank
in Rai Market area, when a
youth asked me the route to
the bus stand. While I was
guiding him the passage,
another youth came from
rear and sprayed some unidentified liquid substance on

›

While I was guiding a
man the way to the
bus stand, another youth
came from rear and
sprayed some unidentified
liquid substance at me,
following which I felt dizzy.
DEEPAK KUMAR, victim

me, following which I felt
dizzy.”
“I told the person that I am
feeling unwell and he
brought me a cold drink
from a nearby shop. After
having the drink, I lost conscious,” Deepak told the
police.
The passersby rushed
Deepak to Ambala Cantonment civil hospital for treatment, said police.
On Deepak's complaint,
Ambala Cantonment police

registered a case against unidentified persons under Sections 328 (causing hurt by
means of poison, etc, with
intent to commit offence)
and 379 (punishment for
theft) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
Ambala Cantonment station house officer (SHO),
inspector, Suresh Kumar
said, “The victim regained
conscious on Saturday, following which we registered
a case against the unidentified accused.”
IDENTITY YET TO
BE ASCERTAINED
“As per initial investigation, two people are involved
in the crime. Their identity is
yet to be ascertained. The
CCTV footages from the
nearby areas is being
scanned and the accused
persons will be arrested at
the earliest,” said the station
house officer.

Bante. Thereafter, in November
2018, a person, claiming to be Raj
Kamal Bante, applied for duplicate documents for the Sector-8
plot, stating that his original documents had been lost.
Later in January 2019, Bante
got a ‘permission to sell’ for the
Sector-8 plot with an estimated
market price of ₹5 crore, by allegedly giving a fake address in
Shimla.
Later, he finalised a deal to sell
the plot with a Chandigarh couple,who bought the plot andgave
him ₹85 lakh as first instalment.
However, the fraud came to
the fore, when a letter issued by
HSVP — seeking clarification on
an application submitted by the
accused for the other plot — was
received by the real owner.

Labourer found
strangulated to
death in Ambala
AMBALA : A 32-year-old migrant

labourerfromUttarPradeshwas
found strangulated to death on
the terrace of his rented accommodation in Gandhi motor marketinAmbalaCity,policesaidon
Sunday. The victim Nikku
Kumar’s body was first spotted
by his landlord’s son, Devender
Singh, on Sunday morning.
Landlord Sukhdev Singh told
the police that Nikku was living
asatenant forpastthreemonths.
“Acoupleofdaysago,Nikkuhad
a fight with another labourer,
Sarvesh, who had rented a room
next to his a week ago,” he said.
ThelandlordsaidSarveshhad
accused Nikku of stealing his
mobile phone, but the dispute
wassettled.“OnSaturday,Nikku
went to terrace to sleep and the
next day, his body was found.
When we went down to check on
Sarvesh, he had by then left the
place,” Sukhdev said. Baldev
Nagar police have registered an
FIRundersection302(murder)of
the IPC.
HTC

n

A woman and her child during the Chaitra Navratra fair at Mansa
SANT ARORA/HT
Devi Temple in Panchkula in Sunday.

Navratra fair: Two
lakh devotees throng
Mansa Devi on Day 2
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Lakhs of devotees
thronged the Mansa Devi Temple,hereinPanchkulaonthesecond day of the Chaitra Navratra
fair on Sunday.
The nine-day fair started on
Saturday and is also being celebrated at Kali Mata temple,
Kalka. It will conclude on
April 14.
Chief executive officer, Mata
Mansa Devi Shrine Board, SP
Arorasaid,“Ontheseconddayof
the fair, around 1.95 lakh devotees thronged the temple. We are
stillcountingthough.Also,about
₹22 lakh donation has been collected on Sunday. The details of
goldandsilverornamentsareyet

₹22 LAKH DONATION
RECEIVED IN CASH
BESIDES GOLD AND
SILVER ORNAMENTS
to be calculated.”
Meanwhile,onthesecondday,
justice Ajay Kumar Mittal, PunjabandHaryanahighcourt,paid
obeisance at the temple. He performed the puja and also took
part in the havan.
Adequate security arrangements have been put in place for
the fair. Also an additional passage has been constructed at the
shrine for the easy movement of
devotees during the fair. With
this, there are three passages for
the devotees this time.
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15,000votersadded
incitysinceFebruary

Only pre-certified
ads allowed in print
media on day of poll

APRIL 19 LAST DATE A person can apply for inclusion of his/her
name on the voter list by filing form number 6 or can also apply online

HT Correspondent

›

Nearly 80% of the
new enrolments
on the voter list since
February are young voters
in the age group of 18-25.

election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ARJUN SHARMA, joint chief
electoral officer, Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH: More than 15,000
new voters have been added to
the voter list since February this
year. The city has around 6.2
lakh voters.
“Nearly 80% of the new enrolments on the voter list since
February are young voters in the
age group of 18-25,” said Arjun
Sharma, joint chief electoral
officer.
The enrolment of new voters
will continue till April 19. Thereafter, the process will restart
after the conclusion of all seven

phases of the Lok Sabha
elections.
“One can apply for voter registration and inclusion on the
voter list till April 19. If a person
is not able to register till then,
then he can apply only after the
parliamentary election process
ends,” said Sharma.
The election process in the
city will begin on April 22, following which nominations can be
filed.

Kidnapped Kurali
boy recovered
from Ambala
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 11-year-old Kurali boy
was kidnapped from outside his
house near the Chaudhary Hospital on Saturday late evening,
but the police recovered him on
Sunday morning from the
Ambala railway station. Police
said the kidnappers, who remain
unidentified as yet, had
demanded ₹2 lakh ransom from
the family, but developed cold
feet after the police got into the
investigation.
The boy called up her mother
from the phone of a passerby and
informed her about his location.
The family informed the Dera
Bassi deputy superintendent of
police (DSP), who recovered the
boy and took him into his custody.
Addressing a press conference, Mohali SSP Harcharan
Singh Bhullar said, “The family

The last date of filing nomination is April 29 and the last date of
withdrawal of nomination is
May 2. The city goes to poll on
May 19 and the result will be
announced on May 23.
HOW TO APPLY
FOR ENROLMENT
A person can apply for his inclusion on the voter list by filing
Form number 6. It is an application for inclusion of name in the
electoral roll for first-time voter
or for shifting constituencies.
“The applicant can submit the
application with identity and
address proof at the SDM office
and the sampark centres,” added
Sharma.
The application can also be
submitted online and its status
checked at www.nvsp.in and on
mobile apps — NSVP and Voter
Helpline.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

›

A kidnapper is visible
on CCTV and has
been identified. He will be
arrested soon. Once he is
in our custody, the
picture will be clear.

CHANDIGARH : A 17-year-old girl

attempted suicide by hanging
herself from a ceiling fan at her
house in the Sector-25 colony on
Sunday.
The victim, who is a Bachelor
of Arts (BA) first-year student at
the Post Graduate Government
College for Girls, Sector 42, took
the extreme step reportedly after
getting a compartment in some
subjects, police said.
The victim’s father, who is an
auto-rickshaw driver, told police
she was stressed for the past two
days.
He said he was at the interstate bus terminal in Sector 17
when he received a call from her
at around 3.15pm.
He immediately reached

NO POLITICAL AD IS TO
BE PUBLISHED ON APRIL
18 AND APRIL 19 UNLESS
A CHANDIGARH ADMN
COMMITTEE HAS
PRE-CERTIFIED IT

CHANDIGARH:
Sector 43, 45
D, Dadumajra
MOHALI: Phase 5,

Sector 67
PANCHKULA: Mansa

Devi Complex

Dadumajra
Chandigarh

Phase 5
Mohali

Sector 67

Sector 43
Sector 45D

Mansa Devi
Complex
Panchkula

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com

Women’s safety: A serious concern

Rape: Before they are awarded
death sentence the rape accused
should be severely punished
Reservations: Deserving students
don’t get good opportunities due
to quotas
Article 370:
When special
privileges are
provided
people don’t
have to work
and sit idle,
throw stones.

Health and sanitation: Cities, small towns and villages
need to be cleaned up and healthcare improved.

RAILWAYS REQUIRE IMPROVED FACILITIES
AMIT KAUR, 22, MSc, biotechnology student, DAV
College, Sector-10
Real politicians who work hard for the people.
Waste management: Cleanliness should be prioritised
National security: Jawans need top class facilities
Railways: Half of the population of the country travels
by trains, improved facilities and first aid are musts.

COMBAT DRUG ABUSE IN PUNJAB

Reservation policy: Reservations should be based on
the financial status of people.

I will vote for a politician who
remains consistent with his or her
beliefs.
Women’s safety: As a young
woman if I feel unsafe at home or
outside then something is wrong
with the government

ADITYA PATHANIA, 23, MBBS, third year student, GMCH, Sector 32
The government needs to work on uniting people
instead of dividing them for votes.
Terrorism: It needs to be our number one focus .
Leave armed forces alone: The soldiers risk their lives
for us, it’s immoral to ask for votes for the sacrifices
they made
Penalty: If it fails to fulfil promises in its manifesto the
government should pay some sort of reparation.

Congress candidate Pawan
Bansal at a meeting in Sector
56 on Sunday. RAVI KUMAR/HT

‘Chai Pe Charcha’ with BJP

Supporters during the ‘Jai Bhim’ procession at Sector 49 in Chandigarh on Sunday.
rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: A three-hour rally

in the city to mark birthdays of
social reformers Jyotiba Phule
on April 11 and BR Ambedkar on
April 14 saw traffic rules being
broken with impunity on Sunday.
Guru Ravidas Sabha in Ram
Darbar was the key organiser
with other outfits like Ambdedkar Students Association, Panjab University, and Ambedkar
WelfareTrustinColonyNumber
4, Industrial Area, also contributing to the mobilisation for the
event.
The rally started from Ram
Darbar and culminated near the
Sector-30 gurdwara. Although
the participants stopped at red
lights, many motorcycle riders
weren’t wearing helmets.
Vijay Kumar, former chair-

›

We will check the
footage available with
us and if it is found that
traffic rules were violated,
challans will be issued,
SHASHANK ANAND, SSP (traffic)

man, Ambedkar Students Association, PU, said, “We had
requested participants to follow
traffic rules. We had even
stopped many two-wheelers and
asked pillion riders to sit inside
cars, if they didn’t have helmets.
However, the rush made it difficult to coordinate.”
He added that the rally wasn’t
political.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP traffic) Shashank
Anand said, “We will check the

Improved
policing:
More fit and
alert men and
women are
needed in the
police force.

STOP PANDERING TO VIPS

NEHA KALRA, 20, Optometry student, second
year, Chandigarh University

RAKESH KUMAR, 21, BA-II Punjabi student, Govt
College, Mohali

Politicians need training in decision-making.

All the politicians are the same; they make promises and
then fail to fulfil them.

Drug abuse: 2012 statistics
say 250 persons per 10,000 are
addicted to drugs
More for farmers: Give
farmers their rights, they are
committing suicide
Water and electricity:
Regulate supply, clean up the
Ganges.

Will resolve issue of need-based
changes in CHB, says Dhawan

COMPILED BY MUNIESHWER A SAGAR
AND HILLARY VICTOR

Jobs: Instead of reservations, the
government must give jobs to
deserving
candidates

SAVE OUR FARMERS

BJP organised three public meetings in Sectors 61, 23
and Dadu Majra as part of ‘Chai Pe Charcha’ campaign
on Sunday. City party chief Sanjay Tandon briefed residents of these areas on schemes and programmes that
the BJP government had started for securing national
interest and common man’s welfare. Tandon pitched
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s work as exceptional.

AAP Lok Sabha candidate Harmohan Dhawan campaigned in
Sectors 25and 56 on Sundayand metbooth volunteers.Addressing party workers in Sector 56, Dhawan said both the Congress
and the BJP had failed to solve people’s problems. “If elected,
my first task will be to regularise need-based changes for dwellers of the Chandigarh Housing Board, an issue pending for 20
years,” he said.

GUARANTEE
WOMEN’S SAFETY
RITU THAKUR, 24, Senior
content writer at a digital
marketing firm in IT Park

LEAVE OUR SOLDIERS ALONE

Traffic rules taken for a ride
at ‘Jai Bhim’ rally in city

n

APNI MANDI

Religious intolerance: Politicians exploit religion to
create animosity between people

MembersoftheKhatikcommunity,atribethatisrecognisedas
a Scheduled Caste, joined the
Chandigarh Congress in the
presence of party candidate
Pawan Kumar Bansal and city
Congress president Pardeep
Chhabra at a function at CongressBhawanon Sunday.Five
community leaders were
inductedasoffice-bearers.Bansal also addressed meetings in
Ram Darbar and in Sector 56.

Rajanbir Singh

Where: Students Centre, Panjab University, Chandigarh

Political parties usually end up
bickering, putting citizens at a
disadvantage. This needs to stop.

Civic issues: We are suffering
because of damaged roads and don’t
get regular water or electricity
supply
VIP Culture: Everyone has to stop
pandering to VIPs. People should be
treated equally.
Stray cattle: It’s a growing problem.

COMPILED BY YUVRAJ KAUSHAL, SRISHTI JASWAL, ARSHDEEP ARSHI,
RAJANBIR SINGH AND IDREES BUKHTIAR

FIRE BREAKS OUT
IN MALOYA SHOP
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Ambala man held
with 9kg silverware
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Fire gutted the

n

Jaspal Bhatti’s ‘Nonsense Club’ will be holding coaching classes for
voters and politicians.
When: 1pm onwards

Ironically, the nation has witnessed many uneducated
and non-deserving candidates rising to power in politics
on the basis of money and muscle strength.

NANDANI THAKUR, 18, BA-I
student, SD College, Sector 32

Employment: The youth need jobs

WATCH ‘CHANDIGARH RISING’

SESSION FOR VOTERS

NO SCOPE FOR RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE
AMARJOT LAMBA, 19, BA-I student, GGDSD College, Sector 32-C

My decision to vote for a party will be based on what it
has promised in its manifesto.

April 08, 2019

Where: PGGCG, Sector 42, Chandigarh When: 9:45 am onwards

DEATH SENTENCE
FOR RAPISTS

political advertisement is to be
published in print media on
April 18 and April 19 unless the
district Media Certification and
monitoring Committee that the
Chandigarh administration has
constituted for the express purpose, pre-certifies it.
The advisory is to ensure that
no political advertisements that
are inflammatory, offending,
misleading or hateful make it to
the print media.
Such directions are already in
place in Panchkula and even the
printers have been asked to mention the names of the publishers
of political advertisements that
they print.

tricitytoday

A street play titled
‘Chandigarh Rising’ will
be organised by Post
Graduate Government
College for Girls, Sector
42. The play deals with
the topic of violence
against women. A
flash mob will also be
organised.

FREEDOM FROM
M FEA
FEAR, DRUGS

Drug abuse: The government must tackle this evil

Shiromani Akali Dal (Taksali)
candidate from Anandpur
Sahib, Bir Devinder, opened
the party’s election office in
Kharar on Sunday. Former
SAD MLA Ujjagar Singh
Badali, former SGPC committee member Gurpartap Singh
Riar and former SAD leader
Harsukhinder Singh Bubby
Badal attended the inauguration. A path was also held.
“This office has been opened
not only for better coordination of party activities in the
Kharar assembly segment, but
also to make it the central
election office for Anandpur
Sahib LS constituency,” said
Devinder.

YOUNGISTAN

SUMIT KUMAR, 19, B Pharma student, first year,
Panjab University

SAD (Taksali)
opens its election
office in Kharar

of the 11-year-old is poor. One of
the kidnappers had called them
up on Saturday night, seeking a
ransom of ₹2 lakh.”
Kurali City SHO Sandeep
Kaur said, “A kidnapper is visible on CCTV and has been identified. He will be arrested soon.
Once he is in our custody, the
complete picture will be clear.”
A case under section 363 (kidnapping from lawful guardianship)
has been registered.

home and found her hanging
from a fan in her room on top
floor, he told police.
The victim was rushed to the
Government Multi Specialty
Hospital (GMSH), Sector 16,
from there she was referred to
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER).
The girl is undergoing treatment at the hospital.
Police said the doctors on duty
declared her unfit to give a statement as of now.

CHANDIGARH: In continuation of
its general advisory on pre-certification of political advertisements in print media, the Election Commission of India has
directed that no political party or
candidate or any organisation or
person shall publish any political advertisement in print media
one day prior and on the day of
poll in all seven phases of the Lok
Sabha elections.
If it is to be published, the content of the political advertisement has to be pre-certified from
the Media Certification and
monitoring Committee (MCMC)
at the state/district level.
The directions have been
issued to the presidents of all
political parties, candidates,
organisations and newspapers
for general information and
strict compliance.
In Chandigarh, as an immediate fallout of the directive, no

03

Today’s youth wants to know how we can call ourselves a ‘free’ country if women
don’t feel safe in India’s cities, towns and villages. They get angry when politicians ask
for votes for the sacrifices made by soldiers for the country and question the
reservation system, saying all jobs should go to deserving candidates

SC community members join Congress

n

SANDEEP KAUR, station
house officer, Kurali City

THE VICTIM’S FATHER, AN
AUTO-RICKSHAW
DRIVER, TOLD POLICE
SHE HAD BEEN UNDER
STRESS FOR TWO DAYS

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ELECTION2019

POLLBUZZ

After compartment
in exams, 17-yr-old
girl attempts suicide
HT Correspondent

n

tricity

ground floor ofa house-cum-confectioner in Maloya on Sunday
afternoon. Fire department officials said the owner Sandeep
Parmar left a lighted cup-shaped
oil lamp unattended near a pile of
newspapers.
The newspapers caught fire
and the blaze spread across the
shop.
Fire tenders were rushed to
the spot, with even the mayor,
Rajesh Kalia, visiting the spot.
“The fire lasted for about two
hours, and on surveying the
spot, some shortcomings were
found. I have asked officials concerned to look into the matter,”
Kalia said.
Fire department officials,
however, claimed the blaze was
doused in 15 minutes and the
ground floor was gutted.
Another incident of fire was
reported in Sector 29B in Chandigarh, when unidentified persons, set a 2007-make black
Honda City ablaze about 1am on
Sunday.
The owner could not be traced
and the car has been kept at the
Industrial Area police station.

MOHALI: The Dera Bassi police
seized 9 kg of silverwares from a
Himachal Pradesh Roadways
bus on Sunday. Police recovered
the silver items during a security check conducted at a check-

post near Ambala-Chandigarh
Highway.
The accused identified as
Yashpal, of Jaggi Colony,
Ambala, was arrested. As per the
cops, Yashpal was taking the
jewellery to Shimla. A case
under the Excise and Taxation
Act was booked against him.

RAVI KUMAR/HT

footage available with us and if it
is found that traffic rules were
violated, challans will be issued
against them.”
In the past, police have issued
challans for rallies where traffic
rules were taken for a ride. Nineteen challans were issued for a
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) rally on June 11, 2018.
This year, the BJP had organised
a rally on March 3, but the police
are unclear of the number of
challans issued that day.
On March 18, Chandigarh
mayor Rajesh Kalia had shot a
video, while he was driving a
two-wheeler. Chandigarh Congress’s Twitter handle had
shared a video where the mayor
is seen, partially taking off his
helmet to address people. However, traffic police have said that
no challan was issued as the
number plate of his vehicle was
not clear in the video.
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NCERT books optional in CBSE
bylaws, pvt publishers make hay
TECHNICALITY Against Madras high court’s 2018 order that observes a hidden agenda, board
bylaws say schools may prescribe NCERT textbooks, but just caution them on books by private players
Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Private publishers

are making the most of the confusion prevailing in the education
ecosystem of tricity about
whether the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) textbooks are
mandatory in schools or not.
While the academic session
2019-20 has already started in
schools across the region, there
was no clarification issued by the
UT education department or the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) on the issue.
According to a judgment by
the Madras high court on May 29,
2018, schools affiliated to the
CBSE were directed to use
NCERT textbooks.
ORDER CONTRADICTED
However, the board, in its
bylaws released on October 18,
2018, contradicted the order
under Section 2.4.7 by saying
that “the school may prescribe
NCERT textbooks in the classes
and subjects in which these have
been published by the NCERT.
Extra care should be taken in the
selection of books of private publishers so that there is no objectionable content that hurts the
feeling of any class, community,
gender or any religious group in
the society.”
The section further reads,
“The school shall put a list of pre-

n

Customers purchasing books at Manchanda books and stationery store at Sector 19, Chandigarh.

scribed books on its website with
the written declaration duly
signed by the manager and the
principal to the effect that they
have gone through the contents
of the books prescribed by the
school, and own the responsibility.”
Manoj Kumar, a parent who is
a Punjab and Haryana high
court advocate, said, “In the
bylaws, the word ‘may’ makes

the entire difference. It makes
NCERT syllabus for schools
optional.”
The high court had passed the
order on a petition filed by one M
Purushothaman for directions to
the CBSE for prescribing
NCERT books. The court’s order
had emphasised that “it has
every reason to believe that
there is a hidden agenda between
CBSE officials and private book

Cadet, associate NCC officer
receive commendation cards
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A cadet, associate

National Cadet Corps (NCC)
officer and a civilian were conferred with commendation
cards during an investiture ceremony, here at the NCC group
headquarters on Saturday.
During the programme,
director general (DG NCC) lieutenant general Rajeev Chopra
felicitated airwing NCC cadet
senior under officer Ankit
Jaglan, associate NCC officer second officer Harjit Kaur and
civilian employee junior assistant Deepak for their exemplary
performance and devotion to
duty.
The cadets showcased aeromodels and ship models to the
DG NCC and gave a brief on
them.
Commanding officer, NCC air

HT FILE

publishers, .... which is why even
a directive to use NCERT books
alone is being appealed by the
CBSE.”
‘CBSE BOUND TO
FOLLOW NCERT ’
The court in its order had said,
“The CBSE is bound to follow the
NCERT syllabus, which has
been prescribed by experts.”
Following the order, district

education officer (DEO) Anujit
Kaur on September 3, 2018, had
written to all the principals and
heads of all government-aided as
well as private recognised
schools in Chandigarh for compliance with the order.
Later on October 5, the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) department of
school education and literacy
wrote to all the states and UTs
asking the directorates to ensure
compliance with the order.
The MHRD’s letter had also
given the governments of states
and UTs the power to form special squads to inspect the schools
and prevent the use of non-prescribed books.
However, the Chandigarh
education department had never
formed any such squad or
inspection team to visit schools,
said an education department
official requesting anonymity.
UT education secretary BL
Sharma said that the schools
must abide by the instructions
issued by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development in letter
and spirit, or else become liable
for penal action.
CBSE regional director S Dharini Arun said, “I am not aware
of the circular and its contents.
We follow the instructions
that we receive from CBSE
Delhi.”
The CBSE Delhi and the
MHRD did not respond to this
correspondent’s queries.

PGI faculty raise
accommodation
issues at first
general body meet

INDEMNITY BOND ISSUE

Parents body files
plaint as school
seeks undertaking
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
Parents’ Association (CPA) has
filed a complaint against Mount
Carmel School, Sector 47, for
asking parents to fill an indemnity bond at the time of admission of their child.
The CPA filed the complaint
with the district education officer (DEO) and the Chandigarh
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (CCPCR) on
Sunday, demanding immediate
intervention, suggesting that
such undertaking takes
away the right of parents to
report the wrongdoings of the
schools.
The undertaking required
from parents at Mount Carmel
School reads, “The school does
not approve the practice of the
parents/students indulging in
any anti-school activity or
involving any third party or giving information to Press/TV etc.,
in the matters concerning the
school and students. In case the
parent/student indulges in such
acts, the school shall be at liberty
to take appropriate action,
which may include striking off
the name of the student from the
school rolls. In the event of
breach of either, the school management is at liberty to suspend/
cancel the admission of my child
as the case may be.”
DEO Anujit Kaur said,
“Schools cannot make parents
fill such bonds. I will look into
the matter.” CCPCR chairperson

MOUNT CARMEL
SCHOOL, SECTOR 47,
HAS ASKED PARENTS
TO FILL A BOND THAT
BARS THEM FROM
APPROACHING MEDIA
IN MATTERS OF SCHOOL
Harjinder Kaur said, “Nobody
can be an absolute authority.
Making parents fill-up bonds is
unlawful. Education is the fundamental right of children.”
School authorities refused to
comment on the matter.
INDEMNITY BONDS
ILLEGAL: CCPCR
Five schools were demanding
indemnity bonds at the time of
admission in 2017.
The same was condemned by
the CCPCR and the schools were
served a notice from the department of education asking not to
demand such indemnity bonds.
The CCPCR had made an
observation on December 16,
2017, that Article 21A of the constitution mandates education as
a fundamental right. Further,
Right to Education (RTE) Act
also states that no such conditions can be imposed for admission of a child in the schools.
It further called such indemnity
bonds illegal and unlawful.
The commission had further
recommended dispensing
with such indemnity bonds
immediately.

5,700 RECEIVE
TRAINING ON
MENSTRUAL
HYGIENE IN 1 YR
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : As many as 60 stu-

dents of Centre for Social Work
at Panjab University have provided training on menstrual
hygiene to nearly 5,700 school
and college students across Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh in
the past one year, says campaign
coordinator Gaurav Gaur.
Gaur says, “The training module focuses on breaking silence,
making right choices, products
available and their pros and
cons, and how to dispose-off the
menstrual hygiene products.”
Four students from the Centre
received a five-day training as
master trainers from the UN
agency Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative (WSSCC) in
January 2018, who further
trained 60 students in the Centre.
With main focus on breaking
silence around menstruation,
several awareness drives were
held across teaching departments in the varsity as well.
He says the WSSCC is a technological partner and is also collaborating with them in order to
provide the material for training
sessions, including manuals
such as ‘Wash and health for
menstrual hygiene management’.
Students conduct training
sessions with the help of videos,
exercises, interactions and documentary screenings. On different occasions, trainers from
WSSCC have come to the centre
to provide further training to
existing and new students.

A WORLD OF POSSIBILITIES AWAITS

HT Correspondent
n

n

Cadet senior under officer Ankit Jaglan (left) receiving a certificate
from Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra (DG, NCC) in Chandigarh on Sunday. HT

wing Chandigarh, group captain MR Pandeya, said,
“Director general NCC commendation card is awarded to
the most deserving cadets,
ANOs and NCC officials every

year for their selfless service,
devotion and dedication to duty
and contribution to the cause of
NCC.” Group commander Brigadier RS Thakur was also in
attendance.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER) faculty
body raised several issues in its
first general body meeting on
Sunday.
The faculty pressed for accommodation, office space, HAG
scale, rotational headship apart
from raising the concern of only
72 houses under construction as
compared to the projected
demand of 500 houses in the next
five years.
Faculty association president
at PGIMER professor JS Thakur
said it was decided that the institute should provide a road map
for the speedy construction of the
flats for faculty. The poor condition of the teachers’ flats in Sector-12 and the security concerns
were also highlighted.
The concern regarding the faculty houses to the non-medical
faculty was raised and was discussed that these houses should
be vacated after following the due
process.
It also mentioned that the institute should take urgent measures
to construct office space for the
young faculty so that they can discharge their duties.
It was decided that the HAG
scale should be provided to 40% of
eligible professors without any
discrimination by direct recruitment and promotion through
APS. The anomalies in the pay
scale of the assistant professors
who have joined the institute
after 2016 and medical versus
non-medical faculty in terms of
basic pay should also be
addressed.

n

Students all smiles after the convocation at the Mohali campus of Indian School of Business on Sunday. Around 300 students
graduated in the flagship PG programme in management.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

JA L L I A N WA L A BA G H M A S S AC R E

‘British officials’ justifications unjustifiable’
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The justifications

given by the British officials on
Jallianwala Bagh massacre were
unjustifiable on both moral and
intellectual levels, panellist said
during the seminar organised
ahead of the Jallianwala Centenary.
The history department of
Panjab University had organised
two-day seminar ‘Remembering
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre of
1919’ on Saturday.

›

The entire British administrative superstructure and
the ideology which ran it is to be held responsible
and especially General Dyer himself.
ANJU SURI, chairperson of history department at PU

University vice-chancellor Raj
Kumar chaired the valedictory
session. Professor Rajiv Lochan
emphasised on the evil that was
inherent and manifest in the massacre. History department chairperson Anju Suri said the reaction of the British was revealing

in twin aspects of the MontaguChelmsford reforms and official
British response.
“The justifications by the British historians and officials are
unjustifiable on both moral and
intellectual levels. The entire
British administrative super-

structure and the ideology which
ran it is to be held responsible and
especially General Dyer himself,” she said.
Professor SS Sohal and professor GC Chauhan chaired the first
session. Dean college development council Sanjay Kaushik and
dean students’ welfare Emanual
Nahar were the guest of honour.
Another session was chaired by
North Zone organising secretary
of Vidya Bharti Vijay Nadda. Professor Jaspal Kaur, professor
Reicha Tanwar and director of
Haryana academy of history.

campusconnect
students from the institute participated in the drive. A number of law
firms from the tricity came to recruit
the students. Senior advocates
Deepinder Patwalia, Sanjeev Sharma,
Anmol Rattan Sidhu and APS Shergill
interviewed the candidates. The
recruitment process comprised of
various levels, including in-house
pre-screening, group discussions,
written tests and personal interviews.
UILS director Rattan Singh
congratulated the selected
candidates.

SINGAPORE VARSITY
WINS MOOT COURT
COMPETITION
MOHALI : A team of National University of Singapore (NUS) won the
10th Leiden Sarin International Air
Law Moot Court competition which
concluded at Army Institute of Law on
Sunday. Punjab and Haryana high
court (HC) judge Justice Mahesh
Grover; Legal affairs and external
relations bureau director, International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO), Jiefang Huang; and professor
Regula Dettling-Ott from University
of Bern, Switzerland, judged the finals
of the competition.

Book launch held at PU

Blood donation camp at Rayat
group’s Rupnagar campus
RUPNAGAR: Rayat group of Institutions’ Rupnagar campus organised a
blood donation camp. Sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM) Jasbir Singh
inaugurated the camp. Dr Sunjeet
Sachdeva from the department of
transfusion medicines, Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, and
his team collected 110 units of blood
on the occasion. Campus director
Suresh Seth appreciated the donors
for their contribution in the service

n

Members of Readers and Writers Society of India during the launch of a book at Panjab University in
Chandigarh on Sunday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

of mankind.

DAV College organises
alumni meet
CHANDIGARH : DAV College, Sector 10,
organised it alumni meet ‘Milan 2019’
at its auditorium on Sunday. Singer
Kamal Khan gave a live performance

during the event which was attended
by 400 alumni. Former Haryana DGP
Ranjiv Dalal was the chief guest on
the occasion. Retired judges, IAS
and IPS officers, politicians, army
personnel, doctors, academicians
and sports personnel were also in
attendance.

Placement drive
concludes at UILS
CHANDIGARH : At least 35 students
received job offers in the two-day
placement drive ‘Negotium 2019’ that
concluded here at University Institute
of Legal Studies (UILS), Panjab
University (PU), on Sunday. Around 82

CHANDIGARH : Readers and Writers
Society of India launched a book ‘The
free voice of love’ consisting of a
collection of poems by poets of Hindi
and Urdu of last two decades, at Mulk
Raj Anand Auditorium, Panjab
University (PU) on Sunday. On the
occasion, former president of the
Panjab University Campus Students’
Council (PUCSC), Advocate DPS
Randhawa, was honoured upon
becoming the president of High
Court (HC) Bar Association. Editors of
the book, Ashish Kumar and VK
Vishvas, said the motive behind the
compilation is to create a bridge for
modern generation to know feelings,
emotions and experiences of the
poets of last two century.
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shortstories
LOCALS NAB
ROBBER IN
RUPNAGAR
RUPNAGAR: People nabbed an
alleged member of a gang which
robs people at ATMs on Sunday.
The accused has been identified
as Varinder Singh of Hisari in
Haryana. Malkiat Singh of
village Mauzlipur was
withdrawing money from
an ATM of Axis Bank near Bela
Chowk when four persons sitting
in a car outside the ATM were
observing him. Three of them
went inside the ATM room and
started forcing Malkiat to
retrieve a statement from the
ATM. Malkiat raised an alarm
and people gathered there
nabbed one of the four occupants
of the car while the other three
managed to flee. The accused
was handed over to the police.
Rupnagar in-charge Amarbir
Singh said police were
investigating the matter. No
FIR was registered till the filing
of this report.
HTC

TDI residents complain
of civic issues
MOHALI: Residents of TDI
residential apartments in
Sector 117, Mohali, have been
facing civic issues in their area
and there are no authorities to
listen to their woes. The
vice-president of TDI welfare
association Sanjeev Soni
said the residents are facing
problems related to roads,
sewage, water supply, light
poles, absence of parks, etc.
“We are paying a yearly amount
of ₹9,700 for maintenance,
security and light system to the
owner but we are deprived
of all these facilities,” he said
in a statement. “We had a
number of meetings with the
officials of TDI including the
group’s chairman but
nothing has been done so far,” the
HTC
statement said.

AP/PTI

Tue

Thu

n

Catch the Movie on Tuesday.

APRIL 9
FRENCH COMEDY

French comedy titled Meilleur
espoir féminin (most promising
actress) will be screened by Alliance Française .The Cine Club
there will screen the movie with
English subtitles and a discussion
will be held afterwards.
When: 12.30 pm.
Where: Alliance Française,
Sector 36, Chandigarh

A Panjab University (PU) syndicate meeting scheduled for
Wednesday is expected to discuss
the minutes of the committee constituted by the vice-chancellor to
resolve the issue of increased fee
for BDS/MDS students of Dr Harvansh Singh Judge Institute of
Dental Science and Hospital. Fee
details in the handbook of information for 2018 released by the university are incorrect and lower than
the fee paid by the first year students. The senate had decided on
May 6, 2018, to increase the fee by
5% for the current students. Matters related to conducting an
entrance test PU (CET) – PG for
admission in master’s in social
work from the academic session
2019-20 will also be discussed.

n

Panjab University

HT PHOTO

MONEY GOES TO WASTE
Local area councillor of Sector

The gym equipment has been kept under locks at the community
centre in Sector 21.
HT PHOTO

44, Ravinder Kaur, said, “We
charge ₹1,000 annually for membership to the community centre and ₹500 per month additionally for using the gym. People
feel the amount is too high and
they don’t use the facilities.
Recently, we installed new
machines, repaired the old ones
and installed some mirrors and
a table tennis table for a cost of
₹4 lakhs.”
The gym equipment in the
Sector 21 community centre has
been kept under lock and key.

“Built around 2017, the gym was
never started. The equipment is
buried under a sheet of dust and
functions as an extension to the
store in the next room,” said
Sandeep Bhalla, secretary,
RWA.
Local area councillor Asha
Kumari Jaswal said the equipment had been purchased
before her term. “The administration had said in 2018 that the
equipment is rusting and won't
be safe to use. The equipment
will be destroyed after the elec-

SAYING IT WITH A SMILE

n

Keep mothers safe

GETTY IMAGES

APRIL 11
SAFE MOTHERHOOD
National Safe Motherhood Day is
observed to create awareness on
proper healthcare and maternity
facilities to pregnant and lactating
women. The UT Health department will organise events in its
wellness centres.

regularly checked up by their doctors.
n They should be provided adequate
nutrition.
n Enough rest and a peaceful and calm
atmosphere at home are musts.

SECTOR 38 PAINTS A
DIFFERENT PICTURE
With the city’s first women-only
gym, the community centre
here remains popular with
women. President of the Sector
38 West MIG RWA Neha Arora
said, “The RWAs along with
area councillor Arun Sood ran
an on-ground campaign to convince ladies to join the gym. Earlier, the services were free so we
had to convince the ladies that it
would be worth their time. Seeing how successful it became,
the centre now charges ₹1,500
from the ladies for four
months.”
But, the community centre in
Sector 38 West has a gym which
was never started. Sood was not
available for comment as to why
the same model couldn’t be replicated at the other community
centre.

PUNISH SAD-BJP
FOR NEGLECTING
PATIALA: PRENEET
PATIALA:After the Congress party

n
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Book by
Bhimsen
Sharma to
be released

Sun
APRIL 12
LAST DAY FOR VOTER
REGISTRATION

tions and about a year will be
needed to refurbish the gym,”
she said. Since the equipment
had been bought before her tenure, she wasn't aware how much
money was spent to acquire
these machines, she said.

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

n

36°c 36°c

New voters in Panchkula can get
registered for the Lok Sabha elections up to April 12 at the mini secretariat in Sector 1, Panchkula, by
filling a simple form and furnishing
an ID proof. The district administration has set up a special control
room at the mini-secretariat to deal
with election related issues.

STRINGS IN HARMONY
Known for their expertise with sitar
and sarod, Mohan brothers Lakshay
and Ayush are set to perform for the
India edition of String in Harmony in
Chandigarh.
When: 6.30 pm
Where: Tagore Theatre.

An artiste staging a Panjabi play, Kanso, at Punjab Kala Bhawan in Sector 16, Chandigarh, on
Sunday.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

announcedhercandidaturefrom
Patiala, former Union minister
and Punjab chief minister CaptainAmarinderSingh’swifePreneet Kaur held a series of rallies
in the constituency on Sunday
and urged the party workers to
garner public support.
Preneet addressed three rallies — one at Patran with MLA
Nirmal Singh Shutrana, at
Patiala rural with state health
and family planning minister
BrahmMohindra,andconcluded
the day by addressing a rally at
Nabha with cabinet minister
Sadhu Singh Dharamsot.
At Patiala rural, Preneet
slammed the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). She raised the issue
ofPatiala‘beingneglected’under
theformerSAD-BJPregime.HTC

n

Enjoy dance performances.

APRIL 14
GLIMPSES OF
UTTARAKHAND
Get ready to learn more about
vibrant Uttarakhand as the
Kumaon Sanskritik Rangmanch,
Chandigarh, presents the state’s
folklore and unique dances,
including the jhora and gopuli,
chanchari, bhoguli forms and local
comedy. When: 4 pm
Where: Tagore Theatre.

NAVRATRAS COME
TO AN END

n Pregnant and young mothers should be

Rajanbir Singh
CHANDIGARH :While the administration is opening more and
more open-air gyms in the city,
the gyms in community centres,
which are supposed to stock
more advanced equipment for
weight training, paint a sad picture of neglect.
With election code in place,
people feel that this is a big
waste of money as ₹7 to 8 lakhs
are spent on an average on each
one of these gyms and still, they
don’t even get to use this equipment.
Swadesh Talwar, president of
the Sector 44-B Residents’ Welfare Association (RWA) said
their gym is in shambles. “Most
people have given up on their
memberships now as there
aren’t any facilities provided to
the residents. There are no
trainers to help people, and its
dangerous using machines like
treadmills without proper
supervision.”

36°c

25

Sat

Community centre gyms in a shambles,
residents dub it as waste of money
n

35°c

THINGS TO REMEMBER

Sector-11 police station
conducts special drive
CHANDIGARH: Police are
conducting a special drive
to curb the incidents of
snatching, robbery and
vehicle theft along with
implementing traffic rules.
Sector-11 police station set-ups
check-points on daily basis to
nab the traffic violators as
well as miscreants. So far, 354
challans have been issued
against traffic violators this year
and 86 vehicles have been impounded, of which 21 two-wheelers were impounded for triple
HTC
riding.
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APRIL 10
PANJAB UNIVERSITY
SYNDICATE MEET

APRIL 8
SUNRISE ON
MONDAY

A marathon is being organised by
the department or sports, Punjab,
on the theme Energising youth and
a Tandarust Punjab. Prizes worth
₹20 lakh across various categories
are up for grabs here.
When: 5 am. Where: Sports
Stadium, Sector 78, Mohali.

Watch
Virat
Kohli
and de
Villiers
(left) in
action on
Saturday.

be irresistible for fans. Tickets for the match are selling
like hot cakes, go get yours.
When: 8pm. Where: IS
Bindra PCA Stadium,
Mohali.

35

Chandigarh Sangeet Natak Akademi is
presenting a book, Swar Samvad by
Pandit Bhimsen Sharma. His disciples
will be presenting his ragas.
When: 11.30 am
Where: Navrang Theatre, Bal
Bhawan Sector 23, Chandigarh

n

Mon

JOIN THE MARATHON

APRIL 8
WEATHER FORECAST MONDAY,
TO SUNDAY,APRIL 14

SWAR SAMVAD
MUSICAL TRIBUTES

APRIL 13
KING KOHLI READY
TO CHECK IN AT PCA

Kings XI Punjab will
host Sunrisers’
Hyderabad (SRH) on
Monday. SRH’s David
Warner has made a
roaring comeback in
n David
cricket, notching up a
Warner PTI century and two half
centuries, while his
partner in crime Jonny Bairstow
has been equally threatening at the
top. Kings, however, have the home
advantage and have R Ashiwn and
Mujeeb Ur Rahman in the side.
When: 8pm.
Where: IS Bindra PCA Stadium
Mohali.

EVENTS TO WATCH OUT FOR

alsoonthisday

eventoftheweek

Whatever happens in the coming
week, one thing is clear come April 13.
Fans at PCA stadium will have to
rethink their loyalties as Virat Kohliled Royal Challengers Bangalore
(RCB) take on Kings XI Punjab in
their bastion. Apart from Sunday’s
fixture with Delhi Capitals, RCB has
yet to win a match. The charm of
(hopefully) seeing Kohli in full
flow with another T20 stalwart
AB de Villiers will definitely

05

n

Lakshay and Ayush Mohan.

The nine-day Chaitra Navratra fair
being celebrated at the Mata Mansa
Devi temple in Panchkula and the
Kalitemplein Kalka from April 6will
conclude on Sunday. Lakhs of devotees from the tricity and across the
nation are now visiting the shrines.

MYCITYMYVOICE
BROKEN ROADS, POOR AMENITIES AT MALOYA PROJECT
Some of the new flats constructed at
Maloya village have been handed
over to people belonging to the
economically weaker sections in a
hurry . The flats cannot be occupied as
the repair work is still pending. The
window panes of these flats are
damaged and need replacement. The
condition of the colony roads is
deplorable. During rains, the area gets
flooded making life difficult for the
people. Life in the colony comes to
stand still as flood water enters the houses due to inefficient sewage system. The city
administration should carry out extensive road repairs of the roads and also utilise
rain water in providing relief to the colony residents.
Wg Cdr J S Bhalla (retd)
OFFICIAL’S TAKE

Mayor Rajesh Kalia, who represents this area, said the work to
recarpet the colony roads has already been approved. However,
it has been delayed due to the upcoming elections, he said. Kalia
said they will make sure the process is expedited once the elections are over.
“As far as the houses for people of the economically weaker sections are
concerned, I will take up the matter with the UT administration,” he said.

GMADA AERO CITY LACKS
BASIC CIVIC FACILITIES

LEAKY PIPELINES CREATE
PROBLEMS FOR PEDESTRIANS

Even after nine years after it was launched, the development work at Aero City stand still. GMADA,after the
success of Aero City, has launched many new projects.
However, there is no progress in the so called New
Mohali as people are denied basic civic facilities. The
roads of the area, especially Block-F, are unmaintained
and have no direct entries into the blocks. Potholes on
roads increases the risk of accidents. There are no
proper sanitation facilities and the sewage water
remains blocked on roads. While, some street lights are
operational, many others are missing from their spots.
During rains,low lying areas get flooded and become
home to diseases. There is no sufficient parking
facilities and also no parks for kids.
Rupinder Singh Kang, Resident aerocity

The plumbing joints of the external cast iron watersupply pipelines laid and passing over bridge berms
near IS Bindra Punjab Cricket Association Stadium,
Mohali, have started leaking badly. Due to this, the
filtered water is getting wasted. Also, it has become
risk for pedestrian to walk over the side berms of the
bridge as the slippery surface might lead to accidents.
The civic authorities are not taking corrective actions
to repair the leaking pipe-joints. Despite a number of
requests made int he past, they have not replaced or
repaired the leaking joints.
Colonel TBS Bedi (retd)

OFFICIAL’S TAKE
Sunil Kansal, chief engineer of GMADA, said, they are in
the process of providing city residents all the facilities.
In the next few months, everything will be streamlined,
he said. Kansal said the residents should also know it’s a
new locality and will take some time to for develop.

OFFICIAL’S TAKE
Public health wing executive engineer, Anil Kumar
said the pipeline has already been repaired. The
frequent breaking of the pipelines is due to heavy
traffic on the road, he said. Kumar added that the
authorities have floated the tenders to shift the
location of water pipes. The work will be done after
the model code of conduct for upcoming Lok Sabha
elections id lifted, he said.

LET’S SPEAK OUT AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE, TOGETHER
The Hindustan Times My City My Voice campaign offers residents of
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali a platform to highlight and share
cives issue concerning them. Whether it’s bad roads, non-functional
streetlights, ill-maintained parks or poor garbage disposal, HT will act
as the sounding board and will bring you the response of the
authorities concerned. Help us help you.
Send us your write-up/content and high-resolution photos to
myvoice@hindustantimes.com
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KINGS BRIGADE GEAR UP FOR ORANGE ARMY

n

(Clockwise from top left) Sunrisers Hyderabad pacers and Punjab players Siddharth Kaul and Sandeep Sharma, KXIP players Nicholas
Pooran, Sam Curran and David Miller, Chris Gayle, Hardus Viljoen, KL Rahul, KXIP skipper R Ashwin, SRH’s Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jonny
Bairstow and David Warner arrive ahead of their IPL match at IS Bindra Punjab Cricket Association (PCA) Stadium in Mohali on Sunday.
Both the teams are coming to this match after suffering defeats and will look forward to return to the winning ways. The match starts at 8pm
PHOTOS BY ANIL DAYAL/HT

C A P T A I N ’ S D AY G O L F

Col AD Singh clinches title
HANDICAP 0-9 In the keenly contested event, both Col Singh and MP Singh were tied at 39
stableford points, but on the basis of the better back nine, the former was adjudged winner

n

Winners of the Captain’s Day Golf Tournament at Chandigarh Golf
Club on Sunday.
Karun Sharma/HT

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Col AD Singh won

the title in the 0-9 handicap category of the Captain’s Day Golf
Tournament held at Chandigarh
Golf Course on Sunday.
In the keenly contested event,
both Col AD Singh and MP Singh
were tied at 39 stableford points.
But on the basis of the better
back nine, Col Singh was
adjudged winner, while MP
Singh shared the runner-up
prize. Over 400 members participated in the two-day annual
event, which concluded on Sun-

day.
In the handicap 10-18 category, Harjit Singh with 41 points
won the title, while Lt Gen JS
Dhaliwal with 39 points was
adjudged second.
In the handicap 19 to 24 category, Amit Sharma with 39
points was the winner. Brig As
Gill with 36 points was the runner-up . In the above 75 years age
category (9 holes), Brig SS Dhillon with 22 points was the winner, while Maj DPS Sandhu with
20 points was the runner-up .
Dhruv Kumar (73) was the
winner in the gross category on
the basis of better second half

RESULTS
Handicap 0-9: 1. Col AD Singh, 2.
MP Singh

Nearest to pin: GS Bajwa

Handicap 10-18: 1. Harjit Singh,
2. Lt Gen JS Dhaliwal

Straightest drive: SK Sharma

Handicap 19 to 24: 1. Amit
Sharma, 2. Brig AS Gill
Above 75 years (9 holes): 1. Brig
SS Dhillon, 2. Maj DPS Sandhu
Gross Category: 1. Dhruv Kumar,
2. Tejinder Grewal

score. Tejinder Grewal (73) finished second in the gross category. GS Bajwa won the nearest
to pin award, MP Singh won the
longest drive competition, while

Longest drive: MP Singh
Chief Commissioner Cup: 1.
Saurabh Singh Mangat, 2. Sahil
Sehgal
Young golfers’ award
(2018-19): Saurabh Singh Mangat, Lakhmehar Pardesi and
Shourya Sharma

SK Sharma got the straightest
drive competition.
Saurabh Singh Mangat won
Chief Commissioner Cup, while
Sahil Sehgal was the runner-up.

Harmanjot, Asav register wins, enter main draw
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Chandigarh Harmanjot Singh
and Asav Kumar registered
hard-fought wins to enter the
main draw in the boys under-18
age group in the AITA Championship Series tennis tournament
at Chandigarh Lawn Tennis
Association (CLTA) stadium in

Sector 10 on Sunday.
Harmanjot Singh edged past
Rakshit Dhankar 6-4, 5-7, 6-0,
while Asav Kumar defeated
Shubh Negi 7-5, 2-6, 6-2.
Results (Singles Final Qualifying round)
Boys’ under-18: Yuvraj Pandit
bt Yash Solanki 6-1, 6-1, Aditya
Chauhan bt Nishank Thakur 6-4,
6-3, Smarbir Singh Sidhu bt

Aarav Singh Gill 6-2, 6-1, Harmanjot Singh bt Rakshit
Dhankar 6-4, 5-7, 6-0, Abhay
Mohan bt Lakshay Gupta 6-0, 6-1,
Asav Kumar bt Shubh Negi 7-5,
2-6, 6-2, Dhairya Chadha bt Darshan Dilbag Singh 5-7, 6-3, 6-1,
Akash Srinivasan bt Aarush
Sharma 6-1, 6-3;
Girls’ under-18: Sukhmani
Sahota bt Simar Atwal 6-1, 6-0,

Chahana Budhbhatti bt Avneet
Kaur 6-1, 6-0, Japjot Kaur w/o
Prabhleen Kaur Shekhon,
Vanya Arora bt Konika Singh
Dhull 3-6, 6-4, 6-2, Omisha Nischal bt Noorpreet Kaur Siprey
6-1, 6-1, Snigdha Sran bt Prachi
Batra 3-0 (concede), Harnoor
Kaur Sidhu bt Yashika Sharma
6-0, 6-1, Harleen Kaur Dhanda bt
Kaavya Shankar 6-0, 6-3.
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shortstories
64TH NATIONAL
SCHOOL GAMES
KICK OFF IN CITY
LUDHIANA: The 64th National
School Games kicked off at
different venues in the city on
Sunday. The games will conclude
on April 12. The National School
Games was inaugurated by
deputy commissioner Pradeep
Kumar Agrawal. The hockey
matches of under-19 boys/girls
were played at PAU Hockey
Astroturf.
››P2

MC fails to release funds
to ESIC, staff deprived
LUDHIANA: The municipal corporation has failed to release its
contribution and that of its
employees to the Employees’
State Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
for the several years, depriving a
number of contractual employees
of the ESI health facilities. These
include sweepers and sewermen
working the 95 wards.
››P3

Sabzi mandi
vendors on strike
from today
LUDHIANA : Amid rift over alleged
overcharging by the contractor
for allowing installation of vends
at the city’s main vegetable market on Jalandhar Bypass, the
Rehri Fadi Welfare Association of
fruit and vegetable vendors has
decided to go on an indefinite
strike from Monday onwards.
The tussle between the vendors and the contractors has been
going on for over six months, as
the latter has been allegedly
charging up to ₹300 as fees,
against the ₹100 prescribed by the
Mandi Board.
Recently, district SAD president Ranjit Singh Dhillon had
came out in support of the vendors, following which MLA Sanjay Talwar had met the vendors’
union on April 3.
Union president Ramesh
Kumar Bathla said, “₹100 has
been fixed for providing 48 square
feet space to every vendor. But,
the contractor is charging up to
₹300, and also collects separate
cleaning charges.”
He said they had met deputy
commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal in the past, but to no
avail. A three-day ultimatum till
Sunday was also given, but no
solution was found. “Therefore,
we have decided to go on an indefinite strike till our demands are
met. No vendor will sell vegetables and fruits in the market from
Monday,” Bathla said.
Ludhiana market committee
secretary Amandeep Sandhu
said the vendors had apprised
them of the strike. “We will
ensure that the contractor does
not overcharge vendors,” he
added. Meanwhile, the commission agents (arhtiya union) have
decided not to participate in the
protest, and will continue to sell
HTC
vegetables.
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MYSTERY Cops claim 20-year-old man was found unconscious with blood
oozing from his mouth; kin allege torture in custody; judicial inquiry marked
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A 20-year-old man

arrested for vehicle lifting died
under mysterious circumstances
in the custody of the Janakpuri
police on Sunday morning,
prompting protest by his family.
The deceased, identified as
Karan, resident of Bhamiyan
Kalan, was a three-wheeler
driver. Karan and his aide
Gautam were arrested for vehicle
lifting on Saturday, and a stolen
motorcycle was recovered from
them. They were to be produced
in court on Sunday.
Police said around 6am, Karan
was found unconscious in his cell
at the police post, with blood oozing from his mouth.
Cops rushed him to civil hospital, where he died.
A board of doctors conducted
the autopsy and handed over the
body to the family. Viscera of the
deceased has been sent for chemical examination to know the
exact cause of death.
FAMILY PROTESTS
While the police suspect that
Karan consumed something poisonous, his family alleged that he
died due to violence in custody.
Later, they gathered outside
the civil hospital and staged a protest against the police. They
alleged that the police were forcing him to confess, and had
thrashed him to death.
Karan’s father Bittu said the
police had rounded up his son on
April 3, but did not disclose the
reason. “We made repeated visits
to the Janakpuri police post, but

n

The mother and relatives of deceased Karan (inset) protesting against the police at
the civil hospital in Ludhiana on Sunday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
n Police claim Karan either died

n If he did consume a poisonous

by consuming something
poisonous or due to an illness.
Under the law, any person
arrested has to be medically
examined.
n If Karan was ill, why did the
police not get him medical
attention?

substance, how did he
procure it in police custody?
n After thorough frisking, all
belongings of the accused
have to be handed over to the
family. So how did the accused manage to conceal the
poisonous substance?

the cops did not allow us to meet
Karan. On Sunday morning,
police informed us that Karan
had ended his life by consuming
something poisonous,” he stated.

“We rushed to the civil hospital and found injury marks on his
face and other body parts. He died
due to police atrocities,” Bittu
alleged .

LIT issues water bill for 2 years,
leaves residents high and dry
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: After failing to issue

monthly water bills, the Ludhiana Improvement Trust (LIT) has
now sent water bills for two years
to residents of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh (SBS) Nagar, leaving them
at wits’ end.
Arvind Sharma, one of the residents, said he recently received
the water bill after years, and was
baffled to see a due amount of
₹4,320. While they paid around
₹150 as water bill per month,
LIT had sent bills for January
2017 to December 2018, burdening
consumers, he said.
In 2018, the LIT had also

USED TO PAYING
₹150 EACH MONTH,
RESIDENTS HAVE BEEN
SENT BILLS RUNNING
INTO THOUSANDS
increased the monthly bill from
₹150 to ₹210 for 250 square yard
houses, Sharma said, adding that
though 10% rebate had been
given if the bill was paid within 15
days from March 25, bills running
into thousands had disturbed
families’ budget.
Sharma alleged that even
when the LIT was facing shortage
of funds, the authorities had

Amarpal Singh
LUDHIANA : Intensifying their
crackdown on wrongly parked
vehicles, the traffic police have
challaned 12,380 violators and
towed away 7,559 vehicles since
January this year.
According to the traffic police,
65% of the challans were issued
in areas of zone 3, such as Ghumar Mandi, Rani Jhansi Road,
College Road, near DMCH and
near Automated Driving Test
Centre.
The remaining violations
were found in zone 1 areas,
including Mata Rani Chowk,
near AC Market, Local Bus Stop
near JMD Mall, Chaura Bazaar
and Meena Bazaar, and some in
areas of zones 2 and 4.
The maximum vehicles found
wrongly parked in zone 3 were
four-wheelers, while these were
two-wheelers in zone 1. Of the
total 7,559 towed away vehicles,
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Vehicle lifting accused dies in Two proclaimed offenders
custody, family blames police arrested with 400gm heroin

failed to issue water and sewerage bills timely, while several
households had failed to clear
their previous bills as well.
Former area councillor Pran
Bhatia said they had conducted
meetings with the LIT authorities in the past, urging them to
issue monthly water bills. But
they paid no heed, and had now
left the residents in lurch by sending bills for two years.
LIT executive officer Harpreet
Sandhu said the trust failed to dispatch the bills monthly due to
staff crunch. “Now, LIT has
deputed more staff for the purpose, and will start sending bills
to residents each month,” he
added.

12,380 challaned in three months
amarpal.singh@htlive.com

6:50pm
6:07am

STUDENTS GET TIPS ON EATING BETTER ON WORLD HEALTH DAY

W R O N G PA R K I N G

n

Sunset on Monday
Sunrise on Tuesday

CRACKDOWN
65% challans were issued in areas of zone 3
towed
fourtwo7,559 vehicles
away since Jan 5,036 wheelers 2,523 wheelers

On-the-spot fines
towing
₹300 challan
for wrong ₹308 fee for
parking

two-wheeler

5,036 are four-wheelers and 2,523
are two-wheelers.
INSUFFICIENT PARKING
SPACE NUB OF PROBLEM?
Tarun Rattan, additional deputy
commissioner of police (ADCP),
traffic, said during the challan
drive, they had observed shortage of parking space near
DMCH, Ghumar Mandi, Clock
Tower Road and Automated
Driving Centre.
“While to clear the passage for

fee
₹667 towing
for fourwheeler

commuters, we have been towing away wrongly parked vehicles and issuing challans, there
is also the need to provide
enough parking space to commuters. The municipal corporation and other departments concerned should find ways to
address this,” he said.
Residents also expressed that
several market areas did not
have sufficient parking space,
and even the roadsides were
encroached upon by either shop-

keepers or street vendors.
Aman Pruthi, a resident of
Model Town, said in markets at
Ghumar Mandi and Model
Town, one could never find a
vacant spot to park a car, as the
roadsides were encroached
upon. This forced people to drive
away and look for parking at a
distance or park outside someone’s house, much to the chagrin
of home owners.
“If shopping will take just five
minutes, why would anyone
bother to search for parking
space for 10-15 minutes. Every
commercial building should have
adequate parking area,” he said.
Samiksha of Udham Singh
Nagar said the number of vehicles and commercial buildings
were increasing with each day,
yet there was no space to park.
“How can commercial buildings
run without ensuring parking
areas? This is negligence on the
part of the municipal corporation,” she said.

Additional deputy commissioner of police (ADCP, City 1)
Gurpreet Singh Sikand said a
judicial inquiry had been marked
in the case. The magistrate had
recorded statements of the officials concerned and family members of the deceased, he added.

n
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LUDHIANA :A day after the seizure
of 500gm heroin with the arrest of
two, the Ludhiana unit of special
task force (STF) recovered
another 400gm heroin from two
Jalandhar men on Saturday
night.
The accused are proclaimed
offenders and wanted by the
Jalandhar police in multiple
cases. They were identified as
Vinay Dhingra, 29, of Guru Gobind Singh Avenue, Jalandhar,
and Kulwinder Singh, alias
Lucky, 35, of Noorpur Sarabha
village, Jalandhar.
Inspector Harbans Singh,
in-charge, STF Ludhiana, said
the duo was arrested from near
Vardhman Mills on the Chandigarh Road following a tip-off.
He said during questioning,
they found out that the accused
were declared proclaimed offend-

INSPECTOR HARBANS SINGH,
in-charge, STF Ludhiana

ers in a drug peddling case, and
had moved to Ludhiana to avoid
arrest. They were currently living in a rented accommodation in
Ishar Nagar, Gill Road.
The accused were themselves
drug addicts, and indulged in
crime to meet their need of drugs,
the inspector said, adding, “The
accused revealed that they procured the contraband from a man

Elderly man loses
life in attempt to
board moving train
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Attempt to board a

2ND INCIDENT IN A MONTH
On March 7, a 20-year-old man
arrested for theft, along with his
two aides, had died under mysterious circumstances at the main
gate of Ludhiana Central Jail.
Dehlon police had brought him
there on judicial remand. His
family had accused the police of
beating him up in custody.

›

A property dealer,
Vinay Dhingra has
been peddling drugs for
three years. Kulwinder
repairs electronic weighing
machines and turned to
crime three years ago.

moving train proved fatal for an
elderly man, who lost his balance and got crushed under the
train at the Ludhiana Railway
Station on Sunday.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Ishmeet Singh of Government Railway Police, said they
had yet to identify the victim.
He said the incident occurred

around 12:30pm, when the man
was trying to board a moving
train from platform number 1 .
However, he lost his balance, fell
on the tracks, and got run over
by the train.
Onlookers sounded the GRP,
who sent the body to civil hospital for autopsy.
Police are working to identify
the deceased. They have initiated inquest proceedings under
Sections 174 of the Criminal
Procedure Code.

named Pankaj. We are working to
trace him.”
“A property dealer, Dhingra
has been peddling drugs for the
past three years. Kulwinder
repairs electronic weighing
machines and turned to crime
three years ago. The accused are
already facing trial in four cases
of drug peddling and forgery registered against them in Jalandhar,” he said.
A case under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act has been registered
against the accused at the Division Number 7 police station.
On Friday night, the STF had
arrested Hardeep Singh Sidhu,
25, of Jaspal Bangar village, Sahnewal, and recovered 460gm heroin from him. Another accused,
Aminder Singh, 30, of Maha
Singh Nagar of Daba, was held
with 2,042 tablets and capsules of
psychotropic drugs, 40gm heroin
and 14 vials of liquid heroin.

debate of
the week
WRONG TRACK

DICING WITH
DEATH ON
RAILWAY TRACKS
With at least 17 people dying on
railway tracks in the jurisdiction of
Ludhiana every month, readers
say it is nothing but sheer negligence of the victims that causes
these mishaps. While authorities
need to adopt a stricter stance
and make crossings safer with
fencing and barricading, people
need to value their lives first, they
say. Readers feel self-realisation is
paramount.
››P4

Celebratory firing
lands sweets shop
owner in trouble
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A New Aman Nagar
resident was arrested for allegedly opening fire in the air during a wedding party at his house
on Saturday night.
The accused has been identified as Harpreet Singh, a sweets
shop owner. His relative, Davinder Singh, who also opened fire,
managed to flee.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Jagdev Singh of Salem Tabri
police, who is investigating the
case, said Harpreet was hosting
a wedding party at his house on
Saturday night. While dancing,
he and Davinder fired in the air
with his licensed .32-bore
revolver.
Neighbours informed the
police, who reached the spot and
arrested Harpreet, while Davinder left before their arrival.
Police also seized the revolver
used in the celebratory firing.
The duo has been booked
under Sections 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant) and 336 (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the Indian
Penal Code, and Sections
25/27/54 and 59 of the Arms Act.
The ASI said since the imposition of the model code of conduct
ahead of the general elections,
the commissioner of police had
ordered all arms licence holders
to deposit their weapons with
either police stations or gun
houses. But the accused defied
the order, and retained the
weapon.

HARPREET SINGH WAS
ARRESTED AND HIS
LICENSED .32-BORE
REVOLVER WAS SEIZED;
HIS RELATIVE IS AT LARGE
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PSEB chairman inspects depot, asks
officials to dispense textbooks today
NEW SESSION Of the 11 lakh books received so far, around 8 lakh have been sent to 19 blocks in district

›

Deepa Sharma Sood
n

The textbooks have
been kept at four
venues due to which the
depot officials are taking
time to distribute them.

deepa.sharma@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB) chairman, Manohar Kant Kalohia,
conducted a surprise check at the
board depot office at Punjabi
Bhawan here on Sunday.
Kalohia was satisfied with the
pace of distribution of textbooks,
and asked the depot manager to
dispense books received from the
board by Monday.
He said, “The textbooks have
been kept at four venues due to
which the depot officials are taking time to distribute them. I have
directed the depot manager to
complete distribution of textbooks at the earliest.”
Officials have requested the
chairman to provide more staff
for proper functioning of the
depot.
The depot requires three clerical staff, one data entry operator
and three store helpers.
As per sources, around 32 subject textbooks are expected to
reach the depot by next week.
The depot received textbooks
of 66 subjects, out of which text-

MANOHAR KANT KALOHIA,
PSEB chairman

n

The PSEB book depot officials have hired more workers to dispense textbooks to the blocks at the
GURPREET SINGH/HT
earliest.

books of 57 subjects were sent to
various blocks in the district.
There are a total of 95 subjects
and the textbooks will be given
free of cost to students of Class 1 to

8 and those under the Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes and
background class categories in
Class 9 and 10.
In a bid to complete the text-

Conference on smart practices
for learning at Bhutta college
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A national conference
on ‘Blended Learning for Gen Z:
Smart Practice for Smart
Learners’ was organised at
Bhutta College of Education on
Saturday.
The conference aimed at
encouraging educational institutions to blend classroom
teaching with digital and networking technologies for building future ready workforce. Personalities from diverse disciplines were present during the
conference.
The role of technology and
importance of its usage in education was highlighted in various
discussions and presentations. SS Johal, chancellor of
central university, Punjab, was
the chief guest for the session. He
said that there is a strong need to
upgrade and improve technical
skills. Professor SK Bawa, coordinator, department of education, Central University, Punjab,
talked about different pedagogies. She said that teachers must
choose suitable pedagogy
depending on needs of learners
and environment. Bawa also discussed about tools of online
learning like Vimeo, Chertube,
Merlot.

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL
BUREAU OF PLANT
GENETIC RESOURCES
AWARDED
The Second Headmaster Niranjan Singh Memorial lecture and
award was also presented during

5,700 students
receive menstrual
hygiene training
CHANDIGARH : As many as 60 stu-

dents of Centre for Social Work
at Panjab University have provided training on menstrual
hygiene to nearly 5,700 school
and college students across Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh in
the past one year, says campaign
coordinator Gaurav Gaur.
Gaur says, “The training module focuses on breaking silence,
making right choices, products
available and their pros and
cons, and how to dispose-off the
menstrual hygiene products.”
Four students from the Centre
received a five-day training as
master trainers from the UN
agency Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative (WSSCC) in
January 2018, who further
trained 60 students in the Centre.
WSSCC consultant Komal
Ramdey had also conducted a
refresher session to discuss the
approaches available for them
while working on menstrual
hygiene management awareness.
HTC

book distribution work quickly,
the board depot office remained
open on Sunday. To dispense the
textbooks to the blocks as soon as
possible, the depot officials have

hired more labour to complete
the distribution process.
In absence of data entry operator, other staff members of the
depot are preparing textbook
details of different blocks.
The officials started the distribution work of textbooks at 8am
on Sunday and till 6pm around 1.5
lakh textbooks of middle and high
classes were sent to the blocks.
Around 7,98,654 textbooks
have been sent to 19 blocks in the
district out of the total 11 lakh
which the depot received in last
one month.
The board depot is yet to
receive textbooks of six subjects
of Classes 1 to 5, nine subjects of
Classes 6 to 8 and 17 subjects of
Classes 9 to 12.

PGIMER forms panel to
look into organ donations
CHANDIGARH: The Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education
ad Research has constituted a
nine-member committee to delve
into the issue of transplantation
of human organs out of cadaveric organ donations following a
high court order.
The high court had observed
on March 25 that for effective

implementation of the
provisions of the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act, 1994, it is expedient that
a committee be constituted consisting experts from the
PGIMER. The committee has
now been asked to apprise court
of its views on the next date of
hearing on May 16.
HTC
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Players in action during a hockey match between J&K and Uttarakhand at the PAU hockey astroturf in
Ludhiana on Sunday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

64th National School
Games kick off in city
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The 64th National

School Games kicked off at different venues in the city on Sunday. The games will conclude on
April 12.
The National School Games
was inaugurated by deputy
commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal.
He was welcomed by the district education officer, secondary, Swaranjit Kaur.
The hockey matches of
under-19 boys/girls were played
at Punjab Agricultural University Hockey Astroturf, Guru
Nanak Public School in Sarabha
Nagar and Government College
for Boys. A total of 13 matches
were played at these venues.
In a one-sided match, Punjab
team (girls under 19) overpowered their opponents (Maha-

MATCHES OF SQAY
MARTIAL ART AND MINI
GOLF TO BE HELD AT
GOVT SMART SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL,
PAU, FROM MONDAY
rashtra) since the beginning of
the match and won by 11-0.
In another match held
between players of two teamsPunjab vs Chandigarh (under 19
boys), the Punjab team won the
match with a margin of 7-3.
Uttrakhand vs Jammu and
Kashmir teams played the
match in which team J&K won
the match by 0-9. The match was
played at Hockey Astroturf,
Panjab Agricultural University.
At Panjab Agricultural University ground, three matches

were held between girls teams
in under 19 category. The
matches were held between
Kerala vs Bihar in which Kerala
won by 3-2.
Another match was held
between Delhi vs NVS and team
Delhi won the match by 8-0.
The match between the girl
teams of Telangana vs Andhra
Pradesh was held at PAU in
which team Andhra Pradesh
defeated the opponent team by
1-6.
The district education
department, Ludhiana, hosted
the games, which were organised under the aegis of School
Games Federation of India.
The matches of sqay martial
art for under-17 boys/girls and
mini golf for under-14, 17, 19
boys/girls will be held at Government Smart Senior Secondary School, Panjab Agricultural
University from Monday.

SCD Govt College alumni revisit old memories
HT Correspondent
n

PRINCIPAL WELCOMES
ALUMNI WITH SPEECH;
A NUMBER OF OLD
STUDENTS WERE
HONOURED AT MEET

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: SCD Government Coln

A student receiving an award from poet Surjit Patar during a
HT PHOTO
conference at Bhutta Group of Colleges on Sunday.

the event.
Amrit Gill, additional secretary to chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh, gave the
introductory lecture about the
award.
Professor Neelam Grewal,
former dean, post-graduate studies, Panjab Agricultural University, delivered the memorial lecture on ‘Innovation and
research: The future of education’. Grewal emphasised on the
need to encourage innovation.
Padam Shri, Surjit Patar
talked about the need of revamping the learning environment.
Patar also recited his poem based
on a visit to China and a literature exchange program.
The Second Headmaster Niranjan Singh Memorial lecture
and award for excellence in education and culture was given to
Kuldeep Singh, director,

National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources, New Delhi.
In his speech, Kuldeep Singh
said that Punjab is in a state of
crisis with soil pollution and
mono-cropping proving to be
destructive in depleting the natural resources.
Various competitions were
also held during the national
conference on ‘Blended Learning for Gen Z: Smart Practice for
Smart Learners’.
In digital poster making competition, Karandeep Singh, a student of Baba Khajan Dass College of Management Technology,
was awarded with a cash prize of
₹5,000.
Other five best posters were
awarded with a cash prize of
₹1,000 each and 20 consolations
prizes were awarded with books
signed and presented by Padam
Shri, Surjit Patar .

lege organised its annual
alumni meet at the Sahir Auditorium on Sunday.
The meet was attended by a
large number of former students, who were welcomed with
a heartwarming speech by principal Dharam Singh Sandhu.
After the ceremonial lighting
of the lamp, Sandhu talked
about a brief history of the
college.
He said the college was
blessed to have a long list of
illustrious alumni who had distinguished themselves at the
national and international levels and brought glory to their
alma mater.
Kamal Kishore, dean, alumni
relations, said the meet fostered
a spirit of loyalty and positive
spirit among the former students.
The present batch of students
presented a cultural programme for the alumni. A student, Gurleen Kaur Oberoi,

n

Principal Dharam Singh Sandhu (second from right) honouring an alumnus at the SCD Government
College in Ludhiana on Sunday.
HT PHOTO

regaled the audience with her
mimicry. Other students performed ludi, bhand and other
dance forms. A cultural fiesta

was also organised by Sukhvinder Kumar, a 1984-batch student, in which a number of
former students sang a variety

of songs.
A number of alumni were
honoured on the occasion.
These included Prem Kumar,

former vice-chancellor, Riyadh
Bahra University and Munjal
University; chartered accountant Ashwani Kumar; PCS officers Jaspreet Singh and OP
Verma; former principals
Khushpal Kaur and Swaran
Grewal, Harminder Grewal,
professor, Punjabi department;
Ativ Reilly, vice-president,
Dutch Bank, and DV Veid from
the Indian Oil Corporation.
Crediting his success to the
college, DV Veid said it was a
matter of pride that the college
had a hockey ground on the
campus.
An alumnus, Prem Kumar,
reminisced his time spent at the
college, and expressed that the
alumni association should contribute to the intellectual
growth of the college.

educationnotes
Health Day on Saturday. Various
activities were organised to encourage students to develop healthy
food habits and lead a high-quality
life. Around 400 students of Class 7
took part in a healthy food recipe
competition with great enthusiasm.
They demonstrated their culinary
skills in preparing easy to cook
flameless delicacies. They were also
apprised of the calorie content of
each recipe they prepared. Teachers
explained the importance of cleanliness and hygiene. Principal Satwant
Kaur Bhullar appreciated the efforts
of the students.

STATE ART AWARD
FOR KHALSA
COLLEGE TEACHER
LUDHIANA: Professor Harpreet Kaur
from the department of fine arts at
Guru Nanak Khalsa College for
Women, Gujarkhan Campus, Model
Town, has won the state award for
her painting “Anhad Naad”. She was
also awarded a cash prize of ₹11,000
at the Indian Academy of Fine Arts,
Amritsar, during the 6th State
Exhibition of Arts on March 31. Her
work has been selected for International Art Exhibition “Binnale Bindas2019” at Turkey, which will be held
from March 31 to April 30.

n

PGDCA result: KCW student
3rd in Panjab University
LUDHIANA: Amrit Kaur, a student of
Khalsa College for Women, Sidhwan
Khurd, brought laurels to the college
by excelling in the post-graduate
diploma in computer applications
(PGDCA) exams conducted by Panjab
University. Amrit secured the third
position in the university with 87%
marks. Principal Gurinder Kaur
Sandhu congratulated her and her
teachers for their hard work.

GNGC students shine in MSc
chemistry 3rd sem exams
LUDHIANA: The students of Guru
Nanak Girls College, Model Town
bagged top positions in the MSc
chemistry third semester examination, the results of which were
declared by Panjab University,
Chandigarh, on Sunday. Karamjeet
Kaur got fourth position in the
university with 81.9%. Khushboo
bagged the fifth position with 81.3%
and Preeti Singh secured the sixth
position with 81.1%.

BSc and MCom results: GCG
students shine in PU
LUDHIANA: The students of Government College For Girls proved their
mettle by securing top positions in
BSc semester 1 and MCom semester 3

examinations conducted by Panjab
University. In BSc semester 1, Amritpal Kaur bagged the third position in
the university with 92.66%, followed
by Ruhani Baweja, who got fourth
position with 92.33%. Manreet Kaur
secured the 10th position with
90.46%. In MCom semester 3,
Khushbu Jain bagged the second
position in the university with 83.57%
and Kiranpreet Kaur got the ninth
position with 81.38%.

‘Battle of the brains’ at
GHG Khalsa College
LUDHIANA: A “Battle of the Brains”
quiz competition was organised by
the post-graduate department of
commerce and management at GHG
Khalsa College, Gurusar Sadhar, on
Saturday. Professor Jagdev Singh,
retired scientist, Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre, was the guest of
honour. Department head Tejinder
Pal Singh said after getting screened
through a written test at the preliminary level, four teams of three
students each qualified for the final
level, out of which the team of Sumit,
Gurpinder and Baldeep was declared
the winner with a margin of 20

points. The students battled it out in
areas of subjective knowledge,
business awareness, identification of
logos and famous personalities.

Poster making competition
at Bajaj College
LUDHIANA: Bajaj College organised a
poster-making competition as part
of the celebrations for Guru Nanak
Dev’s 550th birth anniversary. The
students exhibited their artistic skills
by incorporating Guru Nanak’s
message in their work. Rehmat Kaur
and Simranjit Kaur from the fashion
designing department stood first in
the competition, while Mamta
bagged the second position. Manveer Kaur from the computer science
department got the third prize.

Disaster management course
ends at Arya College
LUDHIANA: Arya College on Saturday
organised the valedictory ceremony
for the capsule course on disaster
management, held in cooperation
with No 4 Punjab Air Squadron NCC.
As many as 178 students, 13 teachers
and college employees took the
course. Course co-ordinator SP Singh

said during the six-day course,
participants were familiarised with
types of disaster, their management,
civil defence, firefighting, traffic
control and reinstallation of various
means of communication and camps.
Expert teams of civil defence,
National Disaster Response Force, fire
department, traffic department and
doctors imparted practical training
for trauma and rescue operations.
Students were evaluated through a
written test, and successful candidates were awarded certificates.

Kamla Lohtia tops Panjab
University in MCom exams
LUDHIANA: Rishav Sood, a student of
MCom (entrepreneurship and family
business) at Kamla Lohtia SD College,
secured the first position in Panjab
University with 77.5%. Principal
Bimlesh Kumar Gupta congratulated
Rishav.

Three-day painting workshop
concludes at KCW
LUDHIANA: A three-day painting
workshop organised by the department of fashion designing at Khalsa
College for Women, Sidhwan Khurd,

Students participating in a poster making competition at Bajaj
College (left) students of Drishti Dr RC Jain Innovative Public
School during the World Health Day celebration, in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Sunday.

concluded on Saturday. Around 30
students of the college participated
in the workshop. Inderpreet Kaur
from Pidilite Fevicryl Company
shared her views about tie and dye,
crackle effects and best out of waste.
An exhibition was organised to
showcase art items made by students during the workshop.

Inter-house tug-of-war at
Ram Lal Bhasin Public
LUDHIANA: Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School organised an inter-house
tug-of-war contest on Saturday. In
the first round, Subash and Nehru
houses won. The house master and
mentors of all the houses cheered
and encouraged their members to do
best. Nehru house emerged as the
winning team. The principal appreciated the efforts of the students and
apprised them of the importance of
sports and outdoor activities.

Tagore Public holds
inter-house quiz contest
LUDHIANA: Tagore Public School
organised an inter-house quiz
competition senior section students
on Saturday. Four teams consisting of
four students from each house from

Classes 9 to 12. Students were asked
questions on mathematics, physics,
chemistry and biology. The last two
rounds of the quiz were based on
current affairs. The Principal motivated the students to take part in
more such activities. Tagore house
emerged as the winning team, while
Shastri house bagged the runners’
trophy.

Basketball tourney at
Doraha Public School
LUDHIANA: Doraha Doraha Public
School organised an U-17 interhouse basketball tournament for
boys on Sunday. Doraha College of
Education director S Japvir Singh
stressed on the importance of
sports and games in imparting life
skills. Principal Monika Sarwal
encouraged the students to do well.
Milwankee Bucks defeated Houston
Rockets in the finals. Doraha Group
of Institutes chairman congratulated the teams for putting up a
spirited show.

World Health Day celebrations
at DAV Pakhowal Road
LUDHIANA: DAV Public School,
Pakhowal Road, celebrated World

Drishti Dr RC Jain school
celebrates World Health Day
LUDHIANA: Drishti Dr RC Jain Innovative Public School celebrated World
Health Day on Saturday. An interactive session was held wherein
resource person, physician Sanjay
Bhalla discussed the lifestyle related
health issues. He talked about the
five components of health. The
interactive session came to an end
with question-answer round. A
special assembly was organised by
Class 6 wherein they presented their
views in the form of poems and
speeches. The pre-primary wing
students were engaged in a handwashing activity.

Graduation ceremony at
Green Grove Public School
LUDHIANA: Green Grove Public
School organised a graduation
ceremony for the Kindergarten
students on Sunday. Chairperson
Satinderjeet Kaur Jolly was the chief
guest. President JPS Jolly and
principal Suzy George were also
present. The programme commenced
with a prayer. The UKG students
delivered a welcome speech. Children
presented dances, songs and poems.
Children received certificates from
the dignitaries. A quiz contest on
general knowledge was conducted.
President JPS Jolly lauded the efforts
of the students and teachers. The
vote of thanks was presented by
Palak of Class 2.
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Bains woos morning walkers,
slams ‘misrule’ of earlier govts
‘NOTHING TO SHOW’ LIP nominee says traditional parties only played with
people’s sentiments and took no action for city’s growth during their tenures
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:With sitting member of

Parliament (MP) and Congress
candidate for the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections Ravneet Singh
Bittu sounding the poll bugle by
organising a road show here on
Saturday, Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA) candidate, president of the Lok Insaaf Party (LIP)
and Atam Nagar MLA Simarjeet
Singh Bains, reached out to
morning walkers at the Rose
Garden on Sunday.
Slamming the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD)-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) alliance and the
Congress governments in the
past during his interaction with
morning walkers, Bains said
that the traditional parties had
only played with the sentiments
of the people and nothing
concrete had been done for
development of the city during
their tenures.
Bains also took a dig at Congress candidate Bittu by stating
that if he had taken up any development work in his tenure, then
there would have been no need of
installing hoardings in the city to

MC conducts trial
for road repair
work at night
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

n

Simarjeet Singh Bains, the Punjab Democratic Alliance candidate for Lok Sabha elections from
Ludhiana, interacting with morning walkers at the Rose Garden in Ludhiana on Sunday. GURPREET SINGH/HT

apprise the public of the development projects.
Bains said that Bittu had not
implemented any major project
in the city and people in the
constituency did not even
know where Bittu’s office was
situated.
“If voted to power, my aim
will be to find a concrete solution

to the problem of pollution of the
Buddha Nullah, stop the loot at
the Ladhowal toll plaza, check
corruption, drug menace and
mafia raj in the district. The
district will witness a new
beginning. All PDA candidates
will win with big margins,” he
said.
Bains also conducted a meet-

Voter awareness
programme held

HT Correspondent

participation of voters in the
Lok Sabha elections, the district
administration, along with
members of some NGOs, organised a function at the Pavilion
Mall here on Sunday.
District election officer-cumdeputy commissioner Pradeep
Kumar Agrawal was the chief
guest on the occasion.
Volunteers of the NGO, ‘Initiators of Change’, along with students of Bajaj College, organised a nukkad natak on the
occasion to spread awareness
on registration of voters, voting
process, right to vote, election
process etc.
A quiz competition was also
held and the winners were
awarded with tree saplings. The
residents also pledged to get registered as voters and exercise
their right to vote in a free and
fair manner.
The DC also inaugurated a
special signature campaign
regarding voter awareness during the event.
He said that India is the biggest democracy in the world,
where every person has an
equal right to vote.
He added that unfortunately
some people do not cast their
vote or cast their vote under
influence.
The DC asked residents to
exercise their voting right on
May 19 and also motivate others
to do so.

LUDHIANA : Facing problems in

n

carrying out the patchwork of
roads in the city during daytime
due to traffic, the municipal corporation (MC) conducted a trial
for repairing the potholed roads
during night.
The trial was first conducted
on Saturday night on two main
roads of the city, Ishmeet Singh
and Daba roads.
The MC had commenced the
repair of roads on March 20 following a hue and cry by residents over the potholed roads in
almost every part of the city.
The MC officials realised that
it was difficult to do the patchwork on main roads due to
traffic.
The material would peel off
due to movement of vehicles
before it could settle down.
The work was also leading to
frequent traffic jams. In view of
these problems, the MC decided
to repair the roads during
night.
Officials said that the civic
body is also under political pressure to repair the roads before
the Lok Sabha elections.
MC superintending engineer
HS Bhullar said the trial to
repair the roads on Saturday
night was a success.
After repairing the main
roads, the civic body would take
up the repair of internal roads,
he said.

MOHALI : The Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal (MACT)
awarded over ₹20 lakh compensation to the family of a truck
driver, Lal Singh Karki, 33, who
had died in an accident in 2017.
He used to work as a drivercum-salesman at Uttam dairy
plant in Ludhiana.
Three claim petitions — by
deceased’s wife Bhagarati Karki,
29, truck helper Shivji, 20, and a
Suraj Kumar, 22, of Ludhiana —
had arisen out of the mishap that
took place on the intervening
night of September 23 and 24,
2017.
Lal, Shivji and Suraj were travelling from Ludhiana to Zirakpur
in a truck to supply milk products
to customers of the said company.
At around 2:50am, they
reached near airport light point
in Chandigarh, where a Susheel
Kumar, of Sirmaur, had parked
his truck on the road without any
indicators or parking lights. Lal’s
vehicle rammed into the truck
and all occupants of the Lal’s sustained serious injuries.
They were taken to Government Medical College and Hospital, Sector 32, Chandigarh, where
Lal was declared brought dead.
The claimants alleged that
accident took place due to negligence on part of driver of the
offending truck.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

THE VICTIM, LAL SINGH
KARKI, 33, WORKED AS A
DRIVER-CUM-SALESMAN
AT UTTAM DAIRY
PLANT IN LUDHIANA
But the respondents — Susheel; Anand Kumar, owner of the
offending truck; insurer of the
offending truck, National Insurance Company Ltd, Sector 34-A,
Chandigarh — said that the accident took place due to negligence
by Lal Singh.
Susheel claimed that he had
parked his vehicle under streetlights, leaving proper space on
the road and had the parking
lights on.
The MACT ruled that the accident took place due to negligence
of driver for the respondent’s
truck, and directed the respondents to jointly pay a compensation of ₹20.05 lakh to claimant
Bhagrati, along with interest at
the rate of 9% per annum from
the date of petition till actual
realisation.
Apart from this, a compensation of ₹27,770 was awarded to
claimant Shivji with interest at
the rate of 9% per annum from the
date of petition till actual realisation; and ₹38,000 to Suraj Kumar
with interest at the rate of 9% p.a.
from the date of petition till actual
realisation.

n

n

LUDHIANA : Day 3 of the Junior
World Congress (JWC) being
organised by the Christian Medical College and Hospital
(CMCH) saw lectures on high
rates of mental health problems,
prevention of stroke and
chronic kidney diseases.
The keynote speakers on
Sunday included Dr Sangeeta
Mahajan, consultant anaesthetist, Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS
Foundation Trust, London;
Dr Peter Sandercock, professor
of neurology, University of
Edinburgh, London; and Dr
Sajeev Cherian, Alice Spring
and Royal Darwin Hospital,
Australia.
In line with the theme of the
congress, “non-communicable
diseases”, Dr Mahajan dwelt on
increasing cases of mental
health problems among
students and health professionals and discussed measures
to prevent suicides and
depression.
Dr Sandercock described
steps to prevent stroke globally
and in the Indian subcontinent.
Dr Sajeev Cherian from Alice
Spring and Royal Darwin Hospital, Australia, gave a lecture on
chronic kidney diseases with
global and Indian perspectives.
He also elaborated how high
temperature could affect kidney
function.
“The shifting trend from
infectious to non-infectious etiologies is alarming and future
doctors should be prepared for
the same,” said Dr Jeyaraj Pandian, principal, Christian Medi-

Dr JEYARAJ PANDIAN,
principal, Christian Medical
College and Hospital

Students getting hands-on training on a dummy body during the
HT PHOTO
Junior World Congress at CMCH in Ludhiana on Sunday.

cal College and Hospital.
The much-awaited event,
JWC WHO Model United
Nations (MUN), was conducted
on Saturday to train the future
leaders in the protocols of decision and policy-making.
“This was the first time that I
was a part of a MUN and I thor-

oughly enjoyed it as I gained an
idea of what it means to be in a
parliamentary session,” said
one of the participants.
Orthopaedics and cardiology
workshops were conducted to
provide hands-on training to
delegates.
The orthopaedics workshop

HT Correspondent

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Amway India, a direct
selling company, organised a
free health check-up camp for
children of the Muskan Welfare
Society here on Sunday to mark
the World Health Day.
The programme included an
interactive and educational session with the aim of improving
the nutritional knowledge,
hygiene practices and daily dietary requirements.
Medical teams, comprising
general medicine, ENT and skin
specialists, provided health-related information to children
and their parents. As many as 50
children attended the camp.
GS Cheema, senior vice-president, North and South, Amway
India, said, “Under the corporate social responsibility concept of helping people live better
lives, our initiative is focused at
improving the quality of life of
children and the community at
large.”

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The municipal corpo-

ration (MC) has failed to release
its contribution and that of its
employees to the Employees’
State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) for years, depriving 2,388
contractual employees of the
ESI health facilities.
The contractual employees
include sweepers and sewermen working in all the 95 wards
of the city.
The ESI is designed to provide protection to employees as
defined in the Employees’ State
Insurance Act, 1948, against
sickness, disablement, death
due to employment injury,
maternity benefit, and to provide medical care to insured
persons and their families.
Taking note of the failure of
the MC to release funds, the
ESIC has decided to serve a
notice on the civic body on
Monday.
ESIC director PK Narula said

THE ESIC HAS DECIDED
TO SERVE A NOTICE ON
THE MC ASKING TO
RELEASE THE PAYMENT,
SO THAT CONTRACTUAL
EMPLOYEES ARE
PROVIDED ESI BENEFITS
that the ESIC had asked the
civic body to release the payment and a meeting was also
held with officials of the district
administration a month ago in
this regard.
Now a notice will be served on
the MC on Monday to release the
payment, so that contractual
employees are provided the
facility.
Narula said that the MC was
also asked to start releasing the
contribution from the present
year and the pending payment
could be made afterwards as the
civic body also has to get the
funds cleared from the state

government.
A right to information (RTI)
plea, filed by activist Rohit Sabharwal, had blown the lid off the
failure of the municipal
corporation in releasing the
payment due to which the
employees are not able to avail
the ESI facility.
As per information, out
of the total 2,388 contractual
employees working in different
zones of the municipal corporation, as many as 377 employees
are working in Zone A, 584 are in
Zone B, 714 in Zone C and 713 in
Zone D.
Even MC employees’ unions
are not paying heed to the
issue as office-bearers of
unions are only interested in
promoting themselves, said
Sabharwal.
Additional commissioner
Sanyam Aggarwal, who is holding the charge of municipal
commissioner as Kanwalpreet
Kaur Brar has been deputed on
election duty, could not be
reached for comments.

SHIFTING LOYALTIES

LUDHIANA : To ensure maximum

›

n
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The shifting trend
from infectious to
non-infectious etiologies
is alarming and future
doctors should be
prepared for the same.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MC fails to pay dues to ESIC,
employees deprived of facility

HT Correspondent

JCW Day 3: Spotlight on mental health
problems in students, kidney diseases
HT Correspondent
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50 CHILDREN
EXAMINED AT
MEDICAL CAMP

ing with office-bearers of PDA
alliance partners. He exhorted
them to work hard for the success of PDA candidates so that
the state could be freed of the
‘misdeeds’ of the SAD-BJP and
Congress governments. Bains
said the Lok Sabha polls were
just a start, and their main target
was the 2022 assembly elections.

Tribunal awards
₹20L relief to family
of deceased trucker

ludhiana

“Infigos” was conducted by Dr
Rajesh Paul, professor and
head, department of orthopaedics, along with the other doctors of the department, including Dr Anupam Mahajan, Dr
Ajay Alex, Dr Abhishek and Dr
Noel. The workshop comprised
multiple sessions on basic life
support, emergency trauma
care and management of spinal
injury. The cardiology workshop, Cardiacus, was conducted
by Dr Rajneesh Calton, professor and head, department of cardiology, and his team, including
Dr Ram Gopal Shahi, Dr Ashwin
Kooran and Dr Sumeet.
The workshop was aimed at
teaching basics of cardiology to
undergraduate students.
Running parallel to these
events at the JWC were many
other academic and cultural
events, such as poster presentation, quiz, story writing and ad
making.
The congress has been
arranged in association with the
Asian Medical Students Association, India, and is hosting
almost 350 delegates from
across the globe.

n

Congress Lok Sabha candidate from Ludhiana Ravneet Singh Bittu welcoming Lok Insaaf Party supporters, including Kuldeep Kaur,
HT PHOTO
into his party in Ludhiana on Sunday. Kaur had contested the last MC elections on the LIP ticket.

CME on oncology: Doctors dwell on
immunotherapy for cancer treatment
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Immunotherapy has

emerged as a game-changing
therapy in cancer treatment and
is being increasingly used as the
quality of life it offers is much
better, said Dr Vineet Talwar,
director of medical oncology at
the Rajiv Gandhi Cancer Institute & Research Centre
(RGCI&RC), New Delhi.
He was speaking at a knowledge-sharing session during the
continuing medical education
(CME) on oncology organised by
the Indian Medical Association
(IMA), Ludhiana, in association
with the centre, on Sunday.
“So far, it used to be only
chemotherapy. Now, targeted
therapy and immunotherapy are
being used increasingly. Targeted therapy drugs look for targets at cancer sites and are given
in addition to conventional
chemotherapy drugs to kill can-

n

Dr Vineet Talwar, director, medical oncology, Rajiv Gandhi Cancer
Institute & Research Centre, New Delhi, speaking during the CME in
Ludhiana on Sunday.
HT PHOTO

cer cells and increase survival
rates. In case of immunotherapy,
which is a state-of-the-art
therapy, the immune system of
the body is charged to an extent
that the body itself fights against
cancer cells and pushes them

out of circulation,” said Dr
Talwar.
Dr Manish Pruthi, consultant,
musculoskeletal oncology at
RGCI&RC, said, “There is an
urgent need to raise awareness
about sarcoma, the cancer of

bone and soft tissues, to save life
and limbs of the young, who are
falling prey to this cancer.
Though occurrence is rare, the
bone and soft tissue tumour
occur at a very young age like
second or third decade of life
which is a very productive age
group. The need to cure such
tumours appropriately is higher
since the patient needs to live for
another 50-60 years.”
“There is a need of awareness
as cases are being reported late
and there’s risk of losing limb in
young children. Usually, tumour
goes unnoticed in limbs or an
inappropriate surgery is conducted. In such a case, this leads
to damage and major risk of losing the limb, which affects the
life of young children. We need to
preserve the function and cure
the cancer. So, if there is swelling
or persistent pain with swelling
in the limbs, then a sarcoma specialist should be consulted
early,” Dr Pruthi said.

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE

DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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htreaders’take

debate of
the week

Dicing with death on tracks
BE RESPONSIBLE Readers feel deaths on railway crossings are a result of sheer negligence on the part of people; while authorities
too need to adopt a stricter stance and make crossings safer with fencing and barricading, people first need to value their own lives

WRONG TRACK

HOW CAN DEATHS
ON RAILWAY LINES
BE PREVENTED?
Every month at least 17 people, on
an average, die on the railway
tracks in the jurisdiction of
Ludhiana. Out of these, at least
95% deaths occur while crossing
tracks. In some cases, people were
crushed under trains while
listening to music or taking
selfies. What steps can be taken
by authorities to ensure lives are
not snuffed out on tracks. Do you
think awareness drives can help?

readeroftheweek

FENCING WITH CCTV
CAMERAS SHOULD
BE INSTALLED
Accidental and suicidal deaths on
railway lines can be curbed if authorities play a smarter role to prevent
them. Railway tracks must be fenced
and monitored with 24x7 CCTV
cameras. Digital screens at railway
crossings can also be used to warn
trespassers about mishaps, hazards
of using mobile phones while
crossing, and to create general
awareness among passengers. The
railways administration is soft
towards trespassers. Railways needs
to deal with them with an iron hand
and issue on-the-spot challans.
Rahul Arora, Jamalpur

n

THROWING CAUTION TO THE WIND Showing scant regard for their safety, passengers commonly board trains from the wrong side at the Ludhiana railway station.

LIFE IS NOT A MOVIE
Crossing railway tracks, jumping in
and out of moving trains might look
easy and fun in movies but in reality is
an extremely dangerous attempt. And
these days, such things have become a
plaything for youngsters. Hanging out
of train doors, racing on railway
tracks is common which needs to be
stopped by strict and vigilant actions
of the authorities.
Deeksha Singh, Ludhiana

DISCOURAGE WRONG PRACTICES
Cross railway in a hurry to save time
even if the railway gates are closed, listening to music on earphones while
crossing, taking selfies on railway
lines; these activities need to be discouraged. Heavy fines need to be
imposed, CCTV cameras ought to be
installed, awareness needs to be generated.
JBS Nanda, Ludhiana

AUTHORITIES MUST TAKE CHARGE
Since most people rarely pay heed to
warnings by the authorities, the
authorities must completely fence the
railway tracks especially in cities
where people take shortcuts, risking
their lives. This and the display of
warning boards and imposition of
hefty fines and/or imprisonment
would deter people to a great extent.
Dr Ashwani K Malhotra,
via email

STRICTER RULES, MORE PATIENCE
We can prevent these deaths by ensuring that there are strict rules at the
railway crossing meaning once the
barriers are shut, no one should be
allowed to cross whether by foot or by
bike. People should be patient and wait
because at the end of it all, this is all
about their own safety.
Michelle Mugavana,
PCTE, Baddowal

MINOR SLIP COULD BE FATAL
Keeping in mind the recent accidents,
public should act more responsible.
Only cross tracks from designated
crossing areas over the platforms. If
you’re in a vehicle, don’t stop on the
tracks. Don’t cross the track while a
train is running through it. Don’t cross
if the light is red and don’t try to go
through beneath the barriers. Wait for
the train to pass before crossing. A
minor slip could lead to a lost limb or
even death.
Vidit Goyal, Moga, Punjab

ON-GROUND ACTION REQUIRED
Only chanting mantras of awareness
is not going to help. Strict traffic police
vigilance is a must. Signals similar to
general traffic lights need to be
installed for public to abide by. Ludhiana lacks sufficient speed breakers at

many manned crossings. Civil police
can control people crossing tracks on
their two-wheelers. Railway department should take effective measures
to improve the signalling from trains
while approaching stations. Underpasses and overhead bridges for pedestrians may reduce walker traffic near
tracks.
Arzoo, civil engineer

menace. It can only happen if objectives of these departments shift from
profit-making to service delivery.
Encroachments touching rail crossings and tracks need to be checked.
Open areas alongside tracks should be
converted to green areas without any
encroachments or pedestrian tracks.
Neeraj K Bhatt,
BRS Nagar, Ludhiana

PEOPLE SHOULD
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY

BARRIERS AND WALLS

Drivers should get the footage of
upcoming tracks so that they are sure
it is safe to drive forward. Government
should make the youth aware about
the harmful consequences of taking
selfies or listening to songs on the railway tracks. Instead of blaming others,
people themselves should take responsibility for their own lives. Awareness
campaigns at villages, gram panchayats, weekly markets, bus stands,
schools and other public places should
be organised. Nukkad nataks should
be organised at public places.
Kamalpreet,
Government College for Girls

LET’S TALK ABOUT SUICIDES
ON RAILWAY TRACKS
Railways is the lifeline of our country
that connect every nook and corner.
Railways is also overburdened due to
heavy population of our country.
Besides accidents, people also commit
suicides on tracks. The stress of daily
life and ever increasing expectations
of family force people to end their lives
by jumping before a train; a common
practice. Families need to start talking
more about solving internal problems
rather than buying unnecessary
things to show off in front of the
society.
Dr Vishal Sharma, Sham Nagar

PREVENT DEATH WITH VIGILANCE
People are so engrossed in their work
or are in such a haste that due to their
carelessness they die on the tracks.
The authorities should not allow any
vehicle or person to cross the tracks
once the railway lines are closed. One
railway guard should be appointed to
stop people from entering the tracks.
Alarms should be raised before the
arrival of the trains in order to save
people from dying.
Neha Jindal, via email

DEPARTMENTS SHOULD
WORK IN SYNC
How and where awareness is to be generated needs to be brainstormed. In
our country, there is hardly any system to educate children about caution
habits and risk management. Departments like railways, municipal corporation, district administration, police
should work in sync to control the

experttake
LIFE HAS NO SHORTCUTS
Deaths on railway tracks is a major concern for
railway authorities and the number of deaths on
tracks can be reduced with awareness drives and
with the support of residents/passengers. People
have to avoid shortcuts and follow a proper path to
board trains or shift platforms. Just like for boarding a plane, people always reach the airport an hour
prior, one should also reach the railway station well
in time, avoiding last-minute panic. People need to
be patient and make a queue while boarding trains.
Residents living near railway tracks are the main victims. One should be very careful
while crossing the track and should never judge the speed of train.
Anil Kumar, inspector in-charge, Railway Protection Force

Government should put a boundary
wall. Proper barriers need to be constructed with proper emergency
alarms.
Muskan, Meena Bazar, Ludhiana

DEATHS OCCUR DUE
TO SAFETY BREACH
Deaths on railway tracks occur due to
safety breach such as by using of
mobile phones and other electronic
gadgets while crossing railway tracks.
Regular announcements through passenger address system at stations, urging passengers to use foot-over
bridges, awareness drives against
trespassing, construction of boundary
walls, can help prevent accidental
deaths on railway tracks.
Khushboo Singla, via email

LIFE HAS TURNED INTO A RACE
Everybody is in a hurry to be somewhere; no one is ready to stop, not even
for the trains, and that’s how accidents
happen. Almost 95% of these accidents
lead to death. Safety measures should
be stronger at railway crossings and
no one should be allowed to move on
railway tracks.
Saksham Juneja, student

SPREAD AWARENESS
First, we have to come up with awareness drives to make people aware of
what is going on in the city because a
large number of people are not familiar about the incidents happened in
our surroundings. Police should be
deployed on railway stations. There
should be a fine system for those passengers who cross railway tracks and
risk their lives.
Pooja Goswami, Haibowal

COLLECTIVE EFFORTS
WILL BRING CHANGE
Human life is in danger due to the most
helpful invention, railways. In this
fast-paced world, nobody wants to
wait. Government is taking measures
to spread awareness but due to human
flaws, unwanted accidents occur. We
should be self-aware and follow rules.
Bhavya,
Government College for Girls

BAN CROSSING OF
RAILWAY TRACKS
Railway authorities should strictly
ban crossing of railway tracks. Awareness drives in schools and colleges can
play a key role. Notices on railway stations informing strict fines should be
put up. Railway authorities should
give a proper display of arrival and
departure of each train at railway station. Railway authorities should be
aware of every circumstances and
there should be proper medical services available in case of any emergency.
People should reach railway station
on time to avoid complications.
Khushi Loomba, via email

CROSSING RAILROADS IS FATAL
People should cross railway tracks
from designated pathways and that
too after making sure no train is arriving. The authorities concerned have

constructed foot bridges at many places for pedestrians for crossing railway tracks and roads.
Suyash Gupta,
New Sarabha Nagar

BE MORE CAUTIOUS
Most mishaps at railway tracks occur
due to the fault of the people. Crossing
railway tracks is banned but people
ignore it. Moreover, they cross railway tracks talking on mobile phone or
listening to music on headphones. People should be more cautious.
Jaspreet Singh, Sham Nagar

NEED FOR AWARENESS
CAMPS AT RAILWAY STATIONS
Even though passengers are aware of
the dangers involved in crossing
tracks, they still take the risk. It
becomes even more dangerous when
some people try to flee through tracks
after spotting the police. There is a
need to conduct awareness camps at
the railway station so that people can
understand the value of their lives.
Gunika Sharma, via email

AWARENESS WILL
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The railway authorities claim that
they register cases against the passengers who run across the railway tracks
instead of using foot-over bridges. But
there is a need to check and depute
police personnel at the spots where
incidents frequently take place.
Imposing fines will help but awareness will make a difference.
Anika Khanna, via email

BETTER LATE THAN SORRY
Accidents that happen on railway
tracks are due to gross negligence of
the residents as the railway department or the train driver cannot be held
responsible for the same. The only way
to avoid such accidents is public
awareness. Two -wheelers can be frequently seen violating norms just to
save a few minutes.
Harpreet Singh,
Model Town Extension

AWARENESS, CHALLANS
AND BARRICADES NEEDED
The railway authorities should issue
challans to violators not only at the
railway station but also at other points
in the city from where accidents are
common. The accidents can only be
avoided by creating public awareness.
Installing barricades along the railway lines is not possible but it should
be done at those points from where
regular accidents are reported.
Prabhdeep Kaur,
Model Town Extension

INTENSIFY PATROLLING
ON RAILWAY TRACKS
Only through awareness can these
incidents be stopped. But the youngsters do not listen. They walk on the
railway tracks wearing earphones.
The railway authorities should intensify patrolling on the tracks and
impose penalties on people found violating rules.
Gurjit Singh,
government employee

STUNTS IN BOLLYWOOD
MOVIES TO BE BLAMED
Bollywood actors who perform animated stunts on trains are to be
blamed for the menace. Youngsters try
to emulate them and end up losing
their lives. The censor board should
issue an advisory before such stunts
are performed. As my factory is

HT FILE PHOTO

located near Sherpur Chowk, every
day I hear of someone dying on railway tracks. There is an urgent need to
spread awareness, especially among
migrants, about the hazards of walking on the tracks.
Tarun Gupta, businessman

NEGLIGENCE IS
SHORTCUT TO DEATH
Deaths while crossing railway lines
are due to negligence of the people who
always looks for shortcuts. Many victims who were crushed to death had
reportedly earphones in their ears.
There is a need for more awareness
drives to prevent such accidents. People should be sensitized by giving past
examples and the losses being suffered
by the victims’ family.
Damanjot Kaur, via email

PREVENTION IS
BETTER THAN CURE
We can prevent deaths on railway
lines by never walking on or along railroad tracks because trespassing is illegal. We should always look out for
warning signs and signals. We should
never try to beat a train across the
tracks. It might look easy and fun in
the movies, but it is extremely dangerous to attempt to jump on board a moving train.
Arushi Puri, via email

MORE VIGILANCE,
MORE ACCOUNTABILITY
Regular patrolling should be done by
the police officials and shopkeepers
should be alert and vigilant about the
passengers on the platform. Above all,
it should be the responsibility of every
citizen that no individual moves or
takes selfies on the railway tracks.
Amogh Jain, via email

RAILWAYS NEED TO BE
MORE PROFESSIONAL
At an individual level, one should not
walk on railway lines as it is illegal.
Railways should be managed and
maintained professionally. Automatic
breaks and signalling system should
be introduced. Trains should be operated in accordance to safety regulations. Sensors can be used to detect
and warn if anyone enters or is crossing the tracks. Drones can be used to
conduct aerial inspections.
Nidhi Jain, via email

PUBLIC NEEDS AWARENESS
ON SAFETY MEASURES
In the stupor of bullet trains and
hyperloops, we must not forget the
stark reality of present safety lapses.
There are several places alongside
railway tracks where weekly markets
are organised. The concerned authorities must be held accountable towards
such incidents but it’s equally important for the citizens to be more vigilant
and avoid distractions while crossing
the railway tracks. Authorities should
team up with educational institutions
and NGOs to organise safety drills.
Harpreet Sandhu, Ludhiana

BUILD A WALL
Most labour colonies are located along
the railway lines and many vegetable
and fruit markets have come up right
beside them. It is not possible for the
administration to stop everyone from
crossing the rail lines. But by constructing a high wall or implementing
strong barricades, lives can be saved.
It will be expensive but there is no
other solution.
Mahesh Chander,
Model Town

USE TECHNOLOGY TO
PREVENT ILLEGAL CROSSING
Awareness drives will not help until
people become self aware. Even literate persons illegally cross railway
lines with phones in their hands and
earphones in their ears. High voltage
wires can be placed along both sides of
railway crossings so that anyone who
is trying to cross the tracks will get a
mild shock. The crossing on both sides
of the track can be restricted by building a strong wall. Sensor machines can
be put on the crossings which can prevent people from crossing the track.
Kartika Singh,
Government College for Girls

RISK THRILLS BUT KILLS
Authorities must employ guards on
the railway crossing to ensure no one
crosses the railway tracks before the
signal goes off. On the other hand, people must act mature enough to understand that they can’t gauge the speed
of the train. Youngsters need to understand that their life is more important
than mere thrill.
Brahamjyot Kaur,
Government College for Girls

BUILD MORE OVER
AND UNDER PASSES
A single trespasser may prove a big
risk for other passengers because the
driver will try to stop the train in time
to save the person trying to cross the
track by applying sudden brakes and
may put other lives in jeopardy. Each
individual should try to be more cautious. More over and under passes
should be build. All railway crossings
should be manned at all times. Blowing of horn near the crossing will
reduce accidents.
Vikas Sharma, Kitchlu Nagar

NEVER WALK ON OR
ALONG RAILWAY TRACKS
Always look out for warning signs and
signals. Always assume there is a train
coming, as trains can run on any track
at any time. Never try to beat a train
across the tracks. There is no reason to
risk your life for a few extra minutes.
Jasmine Kaur Bajaj,
Government College for Girls

AUTHORITIES NEED TO WAKE UP
Authorities responsible for maintaining railway safety have turned a blind
eye to the increasing death rate. The
train crossing barrier must be dutifully closed 10 minutes before the time
of train arrival. No person should be
allowed to trespass the crossing. Violaters must be fined there and then and
there vehicle should be confiscated.
Safety sensors must be placed on the
barriers so that when ever something
touches them, a siren starts ringing
which makes the crossing in-charge
alert. Awareness drives when shown
with death rate statistics, people will
start caring for their lives themselves.
Sanskriti Verma, Dugri

PUT FENCES ALONG
OPEN RAIL TRACKS
The responsibility lies both on the people as well as railway authorities.
City’s population is increasing out of
proportion due to influx of people in
search of jobs. The people living in
houses alongside rail tracks and vendors are most vulnerable. The authorities must put solid fencing on both
sides of the tracks. A small cess in passenger tickets may be made for track
building. Meanwhile, a public speaker
system must also be put to be monitored by local station authorities. Issuing fines will instil discipline.
Brij Bhushan Goyal,
social activist
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ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

(From left)
Sidharth
Malhotra, Late
Field Marshal
Sam
Manekshaw,
Sushant Singh
Rajput and
Parineeti Chopra

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH

Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS

H

Honey Singh: My
wife is a brave lady
Samarth Goyal
usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,

M

many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
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aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their beloved
celebs. As for the celebs, while
some love to get papped,
others are okay with the
paparazzi but don’t want their
kids to get clicked, especially
when it can lead to brutal
social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was wearing a
blue long hoodie dress and the
moment the photo was
uploaded online, people
started commenting on her
looks, that she forgot to wear
her pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any

P

I don’t think any child
is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space.
They want to not dress
up every time they step
out, so it’s very sad
when such things
happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

child is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space. They
want to not dress up every
time they step out, so it’s very
sad when such things
happen,” he says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are honest
when it comes to judging
his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When I
said I work all day and get this
one hour only to unwind, he
said to me, ‘but you are not

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

working, you are only doing
promotions’. He is that blunt,”
says Ajay with a laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice before
expressing themselves. Ask
him if he and Kajol would be
okay with their kids joining
the industry, and he says,

“Right now, Nysa is studying
in Singapore. And I feel she is
not interested in films as of
now. But yes, it will be
completely her choice. Same
goes for Yug. We will support
them in whatever career
choices they make,” he says
with a smile.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

It’s an interesting time to
experiment: Rajkummar
Prashant Singh
ight from his debut
film, Love Sex Aur
Dhokha (2010), he
made people sit up and
take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or
critics, one thing that
everyone feels actor
Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the
sheer honesty in his
performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will
corrupt everything,”
says the actor, with a
smile.
In fact, the Newton
(2017) actor has an
interesting comparison
to make.
“It’s like a fake
relationship wherein you
can play-act that you
really love your partner
but somewhere you know
that you don’t and that
you are just acting,”
he says.
“That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a
corrupt relationship.
The same logic applies to
your work as well because
if you aren’t being honest
to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,”
he says.
But Rajkummar is
“very glad” that his first
few films can be called
“successful”.
He explains: “If you are
a newcomer whose first
few films don’t work at
the box office and then if
people don’t want to make
a film with you, I totally
understand that.”
“Why would anybody
want to make a film with
you? Somewhere, cinema
isn’t just art but also
business. Whoever puts in
money [in films] would

R

rightfully want their
investment back.”
“Now, thanks to
whatever work I have
done till now, there is
a certain investment
that people can make
on me.”
The Gangs of
Wasseypur - Part 2 (2012)
actor feels that things are
changing rapidly and for
good.
“If you look at Stree
(2018), or even Bareilly Ki
Barfi (2017), they are
commercial films, but the
performances and the
kind of characters they
have are very real and
rooted. I feel cinema has
changed somewhere.
Everybody is
experimenting now and
it’s an interesting time for
those experiments
because our audience too
— somewhere — expect
that as they are ready to
welcome such stories,
something which is
unique and out of the
box. So, it’s an extremely
welcome change,”
says Rajkummar,
adding that he just
wants to be “part of
interesting” scripts.
“And, I will never be
shy away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

Everybody is
experimenting
now and it’s an
interesting time
for those
experiments.
RAJKUMMAR
RAO, ACTOR
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Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Bill Watterson

Mark Hamill
PHOTO: GETTY
IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T R OD
ILNOGV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM

ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H

PTI

Mark Hamill will be
the voice of Chucky
ollywood star Mark
Hamill is going to voice
the iconic killer doll
Chucky, in the upcoming
Child’s Play franchise.
According to reports, the
Star Wars stalwart, who has
portrayed Luke Skywalker,
has joined a cast that includes
Aubrey Plaza, Gabriel
Bateman and Brian Tyree
Henry in the “contemporary
re-imagining” of the 1988
horror hit, that follows the
malevolent path of a Buddi
doll, that is sentient,
bloodthirsty and not as
friendly as his smile.
The news was announced
at an event in WonderCon, in
Anaheim, USA. Fans
bellowed their excitement
when Hamill appeared on
overhead video screens in a
taped greeting.
“If you are wondering who
is going to play Chucky in the
new Child’s Play,” Hamill

H

MOVIES ON TV
& PICTURES
1056 Ra. One
1404 Genius
1717 Commando - A One
Man Army
2000 Satyameva Jayate
2254 Anaconda
UTV MOVIES
1215 1920
1505 The Big Lion
Gajakessari
1735 Vinashak-Destroyer
2020 Alex Pandian
2315 Shahenshah

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

MOVIES OK
1105 Golmaal 3
1410 Housefull 3
1705 Swarg
2000 Vivegam
2300 Khatta Meetha
MOVIES NOW
0900 Alice In Wonderland
1105 Beauty And The Beast:
Enchanted Christmas

said, adding “you are looking
at him.”
He is an accomplished
voice actor with scores of
credits in animated films,
television shows, video
games, radio dramas and web
projects. The signature role
among his voice credits to
date is the Joker, the DC
Comics villain he portrayed
first in 1992 on Batman: The
IANS
Animated Series.

FANS BELLOWED
THEIR EXCITEMENT
WHEN HAMILL
APPEARED ON
OVERHEAD VIDEO
SCREENS IN A TAPED
GREETING

1335 Frozen
1515 Modern Times
1650 Brave
1850 Entrapment
2100 Cars 2
2305 Waterworld
WB
0855 Monkey Trouble
1029 Ghosts Of Girlfriends
Past
1208 Up In The Air
1402 Fool’s Gold
1555 Hall Pass
1737 Meet The Parents
1921 Striptease
2101 Poseidon
STAR MOVIES
1131 Fantastic Four
1330 The Chronicles Of
Narnia: The Voyage Of
The Dawn Treader
1536 Ice Age: The Meltdown
1717 Ice Age: Collision Course
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Commando

ADAMSANDLER
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I AM
SHOCKINGLY
AVAILABLE:
THERON
C
harlize Theron has
revealed that she is
“shockingly available”
and added that she
needs a man to “step up” and
ask her out.
The 43-year-old Oscar
winner opened up about
her love life in an interview
with a magazine while
promoting her film Long
Shot, with co-star, Seth
Rogen.
“I’ve been single for 10
years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow
a pair and step up. I’m

IneverthoughtI’dbean
actionstar:DavidHarbour
David Harbour
PHOTO: AFP

“I saw the movie 14 times
in a theatre, and my
grandmother put up with
that because she liked
the air conditioning,” he
said.
According to reports, the
Stranger Things actor then
gave a shout-out to all the
action stars who were
present at the event.
Referring to Die Hard
(1988), another favourite of
the actor, Harbour said, “I
never thought I’d be an
action star! I started my
career as a villain, and
usually you kind of remain
a villain. I thought I’d
always be on the Alan
Rickman side of the
equation, saying, ‘You
think you can handle us, Mr
Cowboy?’ Or something.
And I can easily say now,
‘Yippee-ki-yay,
motherf*****’,” he added.
Harbour is set to star
as Hellboy in Neil
Marshall’s reboot of the hit
franchise.
The film also features
Milla Jovovich, Ian
McShane, Sasha Lane,
Daniel Dae Kim, and
Thomas Haden Church.

PTI

PTI

I’ve been single for 10 years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow a pair and step up.
CHARLIZE THERON, ACTOR

PHOTO: AFP

Offset and Cardi B spend $200,000 on houses

appers Offset and Cardi B
have splashed out $201,840
for five houses and a plot
of land in a suburb of Atlanta,
USA.
According to reports, the
the plot cost them around
$48,080.
Clayton County Property
records show that Offset, 27, is
listed as the main buyer under
his real name, Kiari Cephus,
while Cardi B, 26, is listed as an
“additional buyer” under her
real name, Belcalis Almanzar.
It was recently revealed
that Offset and Cardi B are
“getting to know each other”
again after their
reconciliation.
The Migos rapper reunited
with his wife Cardi B following
a brief split but they are now
having therapy and “working
through” their problems.

R
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PHOTO: AFP

Bautista wanted to quit if James Gunn
wasn’t rehired
restler-turnedactor Dave
Bautista has
evealed that he
e
would have exited the
Guardian of the
Galaxy franchise if
Disney had not
eversed its decision to
e
ire film-maker James
Gunn.
The 50-year-old
ctor, who plays Drax
he Destroyer, has been
ery vocal in his support
or the film-maker, who
was fired by Marvel
tudios’ parent company
Disney, after his old,
ontroversial tweets
o
esurfaced on social
e
media last year.
Last month, the studio
went back to its decision

W

Dave Bautista

ctor David Harbour says
that he never imagined
he would go on to become
an action star.
During his speech, where
he was feted with the Action
Star of the Year award,
Harbour said Harrison Fordstarrer Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
was one of the first movies he
watched in the theatre.

A

shockingly available,”
Theron said.
Rogen echoed her
sentiments, saying, “She’s
out there!”, to which
Theron said, “I’ve made it
very clear.”
Theron previously dated
actor Stuart Townsend and
they split up in 2010.
She was then in a
relationship with actor Sean
Penn and were engaged in
2014.
But they separated
in 2015.

Offset and Cardi B

03

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DAVEBAUTISTA

and reinstated Gunn as the
director of the third part of the
Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise.
“I am contractually
obligated (to do the third
movie), but I think that Marvel
and Disney, if I had really
stood my ground and said, ‘I
don’t want to do this without
James’, I think that they are
decent enough that they
would’ve let me out of my
contract,” Bautista said.
The actor said that he
vented out what was going on
in his mind after Gunn was
sacked.
“I just spoke my mind and
was honest about the way I felt
about it. I thought he was
given a raw deal. I thought it
was a bad call, bad decision,”
he added.
-PTI

Khloe Kardashian isn’t ready to date again
eality TV personality
Khloe Kardashian says
she is not ready to date
again after her painful split
from basketball player,
Tristan Thompson.
“Khloe is really enjoying
the single life, and spending
time with True. She still feels
betrayed by Tristan but she
isn’t allowing that to affect
her happiness any longer,” a
source said.
The source added, “Khloe
loves with all of her heart
and gave Tristan another

R

chance but that relationship
is over for good. She is taking
time to be single, and is
enjoying with her friends
and family, and focusing on
her business. She is in no
rush to start dating
seriously, but she is someone
who has a lot of love to give
and would like someone to
spend her time with in the
future.”
Khloe recently said she
thinks she needs to start
dating ‘accountants’ rather
than basketball players.

Thompson
reportedly kissed a
family friend,
Jordyn Woods, and
Khloe’s former
husband Lamar
Odom cheated on
her with multiple
-IANS
women.

Khloe
Kardashian
PHOTO: AFP

I just couldn’t see
myself in a leading
role, says Sandra Oh
ctor Sandra Oh, who rose
to fame as doctor
Christina Yang on the
hit medical drama Grey’s
Anatomy, says it was hard
for her to believe that she
was offered the lead role in
Killing Eve.
In an interview with
Marie Claire, she said,
“I was like, ‘What’s my
part?’ When my agent said,
‘You’re f*****g Eve,’ I just
couldn’t see it. I couldn’t see
myself in a leading role ... It’s
like a f*****g shard in my
heart.”
The 47-year-old actor added
that even though she
understands the importance
of being visible, it was “really
difficult” to come to terms
with her role of Eve.
“We work really hard
because we love what we do,
but we understand how
important it is to be visible
and to see ourselves, right?”
“To catch myself in a
moment where I'm still not
doing that was really
difficult.”
Sandra, however, is happy
that she tasted fame at an
older age, as she has worked
enough on herself to be able
to deal with the success

A

without being too hard on
herself.
“'I’m grateful that it’s
happened at 47, because
I’ve done enough work on
myself to really experience it.
And then, too, it just has
deeper meaning for me,” she
said.

PTI

Sandra Oh became the first female actor of Asian descent in 39
years to win the Golden Globe for best leading TV actor
PHOTO:INSTAGRAM.IAMSANDRAOHINSTA

I was like, ‘What’s
my part?’ When my
agent said, ‘You’re
f*****g Eve,’ I just
couldn’t see it. I
couldn’t see myself
in a leading role ...
It’s like a f*****g
shard in my heart.
It was really difficult for
me to come to terms
with my role of Eve.
SANDRA OH
ACTOR
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OKURRRR,CARDIPINS
ITONTHEBILLBOARD

AND THE NOMINEES
ARE...
Top Artist

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/BTS.BIGHITOFFICIAL

n Post Malone

n Travis Scott

n Travis Scott
n Ed Sheeran

while they also
received nods for
Top Male Artist, along
with Travis, Ed Sheeran
and the late hip-hop star
XXXTENTACION, and Top
Billboard 200 Artist.
The latter — who died in
June 2018 — has received a
total of 10 posthumous
nominations, including
Top Billboard 200 Artist,
Top Streaming Songs
Artist, Top R&B Artist, Top
R&B Male Artist.
Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper’s A Star Is Born
soundtrack Shallow has
been nominated for the
Billboard Chart
Achievement Award,
Top Selling Song and
Top Soundtrack.
Meanwhile,
history has been
made with three Kpop bands receiving
nods in the top social
artist category.
The awards show will
take place in Las Vegas on
May 1. Kelly Clarkson is
returning to host the event.

n Lil Baby

n Cardi B

n Dua Lipa

n Ariana Grande

n Ella Mai

n Halsey
n Ella Mai

Top R&B Artist

Ariana Grande is
nominated in
multiple
categories
including Top
Artist PHOTO:CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Words cannot express how frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able to tour right now. Just
know that I am getting better every day...
OZZY OSBOURNE SINGER

PHOTO:SHUTTERSTOCK

Top Duo/Group

n Khalid
n Ella Mai

n BTS

n The Weeknd

n Dan + Shay

n XXXTentacion

n Imagine Dragons
n Maroon 5

Top Social Artist

n Thursday, a second
pretrial hearing in the
Kevin Spacey criminal
groping case was concluded
with no decisions yet on
discovery motions filed by
lawyers for Spacey, who’s
charged with felony indecent
assault and battery on a then
18-year-old busboy in
Nantucket, Massachusetts,
restaurant bar in July 2016.
USA Today reports the
hearing concluded with the
judge taking the motions
under advisement.
The Oscar-winning former
House of Cards actor didn’t
attend Thursday’s hearing at
Nantucket District Court.
Spacey’s attorneys have
been seeking to preserve
phone and electronic records
between the man — who says
Spacey unzipped his pants and

Top Billboard 200 Artist

n EXO
n GOT7

n Drake

n Ariana Grande

n Ariana Grande

n Louis Tomlinson

n Post Malone
n Travis Scott

Top Hot 100 Artist

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

PHOTO:MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

Billboard Chart
Achievement Award

n Juice Wrld

n Dan + Shay

n Post Malone

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

Top Streaming Songs
Artist

n Lady Gaga & Bradley

Cooper
n Dua Lipa

n Cardi B
PHOTO:TIMOTHY A.
CLARY/AFP

Beyoncé (top
left) and Jay-Z
are nominated in
the Top Touring
Artist category,
among others

Drake scored 17
nominations
PHOTO: STEVE
MARCUS/REUTERS

cancelled shows in Australia,
Japan and New Zealand due to
the pneumonia, after
postponing concerts in
Europe and Britain weeks
earlier over an upper
respiratory infection.
After being fired from
Black Sabbath in 1979 due to
concerns including substance
abuse, Osbourne launched a
successful solo act. He also
gained notoriety for his antics,
including biting off the head of
a live bat at a show in 1982. In
the early 2000s he found
success among a new
generation as a reality star -starring as himself, an
endearing if a bit off father
figure -- on the show The
AFP
Osbournes.

‘It’scooltohaveahealthy
mindandhealthyemotions’
Justin Bieber
regularly updates
his fans about his
therapy sessions
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

AGENCIES

Kevin Spacey is
charged with
felony indecent
assault and
battery on a then
18-year-old
busboy in
Nantucket,
Mass., restaurant
bar in July 2016

n XXXTentacion

n Cardi B

fondled him — and the man’s
girlfriend at the time.
Spacey pleaded not guilty in
January to felony indecent
assault and battery. His
lawyers have called the
accusations “patently false.”

KEVIN SPACEY’S
ATTORNEYS HAVE BEEN
SEEKING TO PRESERVE
PHONE AND
ELECTRONIC RECORDS
BETWEEN ACCUSER
WILLIAM LITTLE AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND BACK THEN

n Panic! At The Disco

n BTS

Kevin Spacey’s lawyers return to court in alleged bar
groping case; judge weighing the motions
O

n Taylor Swift

n H.E.R.

PHOTO:SCOTT
ROTH/AP

Ozzy Osbourne postpones tour
dates after suffering fall
The fall aggravated an old
injury sustained in a serious
ATV accident in 2003, he said.
“I can’t believe I have to
reschedule more tour dates,”
Osbourne said. “Words
cannot express how
frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able
to tour right now. Just know
that I am getting better every
day...I will fully recover...I
will finish my tour...I will be
back!”
According to the Grammywinning rocker’s statement,
shows will be rescheduled
starting in February 2020, and
already purchased tickets will
be honoured. Festival show
dates will not be rescheduled.
In February, Osbourne

Top Female Artist

n Juice Wrld

HTC

BTS is the first Korean act to be listed in Top Duo/Group category; they are also nominated in Top Social Artist category with EXO and GOT7

nglish rocker Ozzy
Osbourne announced
Thursday he is
postponing his 2019 tour dates
due to a fall sustained during a
bout of pneumonia. The 70year-old former lead singer of
heavy metal band Black
Sabbath required surgery last
month after falling in his Los
Angeles home, he said in a
statement.

n XXXTentacion

n Bazzi

PHOTO:
TWITTER/
GOT7OFFICIAL

Ozzy Osbourne’s shows will be
rescheduled in 2020, and already
purchased tickets will be honoured

n Drake

n Post Malone

PHOTO: FACEBOOK/EXO

E

Top Male Artist

n Ariana Grande

Top New Artist

ROTH/AP

N

n Post Malone
n XXXTentacion

n Drake

PHOTO: SCOTT

ominations for the
Billboard Music
Awards 2019 were
announced on
Thursday, and Cardi B has
been nominated for an
impressive 21 times in 18
categories. The Please Me
rapper will compete
against herself in three
categories with her song I
Like It and Maroon 5
feature Girls Like You up
for Top 100 Song, Top
Selling Song and Top
Collaboration. The 26-yearold star is also up for Top
Artist, Top Rap Song for I
Like It and Top Rap Album
for Invasion of Privacy,
Top Female Artist and
more.
Cardi has just missed out
on a record set by The
Chainsmokers and Drake
in 2017, which saw them
nominated for 22 prizes.
Following closely behind
are rappers Drake and Post
Malone, with 17 noms each.
The pair will go head-tohead with Cardi, Ariana
Grande and Travis Scott to
be crowned Top Artist,

n Ariana Grande

n Cardi B

Nominations also include three
K-pop acts, BTS, EXO & GOT7 at
the Billboard Music Awards ’19

Cardi B. is
leading the
pack with 21
nominations
in 18
categories

n Drake

BACK IN FEBRUARY IT WAS REVEALED THAT JUSTIN
BIEBER WAS SEEKING TREATMENT FOR DEPRESSION
AS SOURCES CLOSE TO THE STAR REPORTED HE’D
BEEN ‘STRUGGLING A BIT’

inger Justin Bieber has
never shied-away from
speaking about his mental
health issues and even ensures
to regularly update fans about
his situation. In a recent social
media post, the singer showed
people how “cool” it is to
prioritise mental health.
The 25-year-old singer, on
Wednesday, posted a selfie on
an Instagram story where he
wrote: “Therapy Session
(written in bold). It’s cool to
have a healthy mind and
healthy emotions.”
In March, the Sorry singer,
via an Instagram post, asked
his fans to “pray” for him amid
his battle with depression.
Posting a picture, in which he
can be seen hugging Scooter
Braun and Kanye West, Bieber
wrote, “Been struggling a lot.
Just feeling super
disconnected and weird.. I
always bounce back so I’m not
worried just wanted to reach
out and ask for your guys to
pray for me. God is faithful and
your prayers really work
thanks. The most human
season I’ve ever been in facing
my stuff head on.”
Later the same month, the
singer announced that he is
stepping away from the
spotlight for a while to focus
on his health. He opened up
about working on some of his
“deep-rooted issues” in a
lengthy post explaining his
fans that his music career is
taking a back seat as his health
and family are top priorities at
the moment.
Bieber also noted that he is
prioritising his mental health
to “sustain” his marriage and
to live up to the expectations
he has created for himself as a
future father.
Following the singer’s
decision to seek treatment, an
insider told People that he was
“feeling very positive” and
working hard to repair “some
root issues” through
counselling sessions from both
spiritual and secular
components from pastors and
licensed professionals.

S
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ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their
beloved celebs. As for the
celebs, while some love to get
papped, others are okay with
the paparazzi but don’t want
their kids to get clicked,
especially when it can lead to
brutal social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was wearing a
blue long hoodie dress and the
moment the photo was
uploaded online, people
started commenting on her
looks, that she forgot to wear
her pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any
child is okay with paparazzi.

usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,
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many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH
ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS
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Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

ight from his debut film,
Love Sex Aur Dhokha
(2010), he made people sit
up and take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or critics,
one thing that everyone feels
actor Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the sheer
honesty in his performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will corrupt
everything,” says the actor.
In fact, the Newton (2017)
actor has an interesting
comparison to make.
“It’s like a fake relationship
wherein you can play-act that
you really love your partner
but somewhere you know that
you don’t and that you are just
acting. That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a corrupt
relationship. The same logic
applies to your work as well
because if you aren’t being
honest to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,” he
says. But Rajkummar is “very
glad” that his first few films
can be called “successful”.
He explains: “If you are a
newcomer whose first few
films don’t work at the box
office and then if people don’t
want to make a film with you,
I totally understand that.”
“Why would anybody want
to make a film with you?
Somewhere, cinema isn’t just
art but also business.
Whoever puts in money [in
films] would rightfully want
their investment back.”
“Now, thanks to whatever
work I have done till now,
there is a certain investment
that people can make on me.”
The Gangs of Wasseypur Part 2 (2012) actor feels that
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Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

They want their space. They
want to not dress up every
time they step out, so it’s very
sad when such things
happen,” he says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are honest
when it comes to judging
his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When I
said I work all day and get this
one hour only to unwind, he
said to me, ‘but you are not
working, you are only doing
promotions’. He is that blunt,”
says Ajay with a laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice before
expressing themselves. Ask
him if he and Kajol would be
okay with their kids joining
the industry, and he says,
“Right now, Nysa is studying
in Singapore. And I feel she is
not interested in films as of
now. But yes, it will be
completely her choice. Same
goes for Yug. We will support
them in whatever career
choices they make,” he says
with a smile.
n

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

I don’t think any child is okay with paparazzi. They want
their space. They want to not dress up every time they
step out, so it’s very sad when such things happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Interesting time to experiment: Rajkummar
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things are changing rapidly
and for good. “If you look at
Stree (2018), or even Bareilly
Ki Barfi (2017), they are
commercial films, but the
performances and the kind of
characters they have are very
real and rooted. I feel cinema
has changed somewhere.

Everybody is experimenting
now and it’s an interesting
time for those experiments
because our audience too —
somewhere — expect that as
they are ready to welcome
such stories, something
which is unique and out of the
box. So, it’s an extremely

welcome change,”
says Rajkummar,
adding that he just
wants to be “part of
interesting” scripts.
“And, I will never be shy
away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com
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Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Bill Watterson

Mark Hamill
PHOTO: GETTY
IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T R OD
ILNOGV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM

ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H
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Mark Hamill will be
the voice of Chucky
ollywood star Mark
Hamill is going to voice
the iconic killer doll
Chucky, in the upcoming
Child’s Play franchise.
According to reports, the
Star Wars stalwart, who has
portrayed Luke Skywalker,
has joined a cast that includes
Aubrey Plaza, Gabriel
Bateman and Brian Tyree
Henry in the “contemporary
re-imagining” of the 1988
horror hit, that follows the
malevolent path of a Buddi
doll, that is sentient,
bloodthirsty and not as
friendly as his smile.
The news was announced
at an event in WonderCon, in
Anaheim, USA. Fans
bellowed their excitement
when Hamill appeared on
overhead video screens in a
taped greeting.
“If you are wondering who
is going to play Chucky in the
new Child’s Play,” Hamill

H

MOVIES ON TV
& PICTURES
1056 Ra. One
1404 Genius
1717 Commando - A One
Man Army
2000 Satyameva Jayate
2254 Anaconda
UTV MOVIES
1215 1920
1505 The Big Lion
Gajakessari
1735 Vinashak-Destroyer
2020 Alex Pandian
2315 Shahenshah

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

MOVIES OK
1105 Golmaal 3
1410 Housefull 3
1705 Swarg
2000 Vivegam
2300 Khatta Meetha
MOVIES NOW
0900 Alice In Wonderland
1105 Beauty And The Beast:
Enchanted Christmas

said, adding “you are looking
at him.”
He is an accomplished
voice actor with scores of
credits in animated films,
television shows, video
games, radio dramas and web
projects. The signature role
among his voice credits to
date is the Joker, the DC
Comics villain he portrayed
first in 1992 on Batman: The
IANS
Animated Series.

FANS BELLOWED
THEIR EXCITEMENT
WHEN HAMILL
APPEARED ON
OVERHEAD VIDEO
SCREENS IN A TAPED
GREETING

1335 Frozen
1515 Modern Times
1650 Brave
1850 Entrapment
2100 Cars 2
2305 Waterworld
WB
0855 Monkey Trouble
1029 Ghosts Of Girlfriends
Past
1208 Up In The Air
1402 Fool’s Gold
1555 Hall Pass
1737 Meet The Parents
1921 Striptease
2101 Poseidon
STAR MOVIES
1131 Fantastic Four
1330 The Chronicles Of
Narnia: The Voyage Of
The Dawn Treader
1536 Ice Age: The Meltdown
1717 Ice Age: Collision Course
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Commando

ADAMSANDLER
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I AM
SHOCKINGLY
AVAILABLE:
THERON
C
harlize Theron has
revealed that she is
“shockingly available”
and added that she
needs a man to “step up” and
ask her out.
The 43-year-old Oscar
winner opened up about
her love life in an interview
with a magazine while
promoting her film Long
Shot, with co-star, Seth
Rogen.
“I’ve been single for 10
years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow
a pair and step up. I’m

03

IneverthoughtI’dbean
actionstar:DavidHarbour
ctor David Harbour says
that he never imagined
he would go on to become
an action star.
During his speech, where
he was feted with the Action
Star of the Year award,
Harbour said Harrison Fordstarrer Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
was one of the first movies he
watched in the theatre.

A
David Harbour
PHOTO: AFP

shockingly available,”
Theron said.
Rogen echoed her
sentiments, saying, “She’s
out there!”, to which
Theron said, “I’ve made it
very clear.”
Theron previously dated
actor Stuart Townsend and
they split up in 2010.
She was then in a
relationship with actor Sean
Penn and were engaged in
2014.
But they separated
in 2015.

“I saw the movie 14 times
in a theatre, and my
grandmother put up with
that because she liked
the air conditioning,” he
said.
According to reports, the
Stranger Things actor then
gave a shout-out to all the
action stars who were
present at the event.
Referring to Die Hard
(1988), another favourite of
the actor, Harbour said, “I
never thought I’d be an
action star! I started my
career as a villain, and
usually you kind of remain
a villain. I thought I’d
always be on the Alan
Rickman side of the
equation, saying, ‘You
think you can handle us, Mr
Cowboy?’ Or something.
And I can easily say now,
‘Yippee-ki-yay,
motherf*****’,” he added.
Harbour is set to star
as Hellboy in Neil
Marshall’s reboot of the hit
franchise.
The film also features
Milla Jovovich, Ian
McShane, Sasha Lane,
Daniel Dae Kim, and
Thomas Haden Church.
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I’ve been single for 10 years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow a pair and step up.
CHARLIZE THERON, ACTOR

PHOTO: AFP

Offset and Cardi B spend $200,000 on houses

Khloe Kardashian isn’t ready to date again
eality TV personality
Khloe Kardashian says
she is not ready to date
again after her painful split
from basketball player,
Tristan Thompson.
“Khloe is really enjoying
the single life, and spending
time with True. She still feels
betrayed by Tristan but she
isn’t allowing that to affect
her happiness any longer,” a
source said.
The source added, “Khloe
loves with all of her heart
and gave Tristan another
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chance but that relationship
is over for good. She is taking
time to be single, and is
enjoying with her friends
and family, and focusing on
her business. She is in no
rush to start dating
seriously, but she is someone
who has a lot of love to give
and would like someone to
spend her time with in the
future.”
Khloe recently said she
thinks she needs to start
dating ‘accountants’ rather
than basketball players.

Thompson
reportedly kissed a
family friend,
Jordyn Woods, and
Khloe’s former
husband Lamar
Odom cheated on
her with multiple
-IANS
women.

Khloe
Kardashian
PHOTO: AFP

I couldn’t see myself in a leading role: Sandra
ctor Sandra Oh, who rose
to fame as doctor
Christina Yang on the hit
medical drama Grey’s
Anatomy, says it was hard for
her to believe that she was
offered the lead role in Killing
Eve. In an interview with
Marie Claire, she said, “I was
like, ‘What’s my part?’ When
my agent said, ‘You’re f*****g
Eve,’ I just couldn’t see it. I
couldn’t see myself in a
leading role ... It’s like a
f*****g shard in my heart.”
The 47-year-old actor added
that even though she
understands the importance
of being visible, it was “really
difficult” to come to terms
with her role of Eve.
“We work really hard
because we love what we do,
but we understand how
important it is to be visible
and to see ourselves, right?
To catch myself in a
moment where I'm still not
doing that was really
difficult.” Sandra, however, is
happy that she tasted fame at
an older age, as she has
worked enough on herself to
be able to deal with the
success without being too
hard on herself.“'I’m grateful
that it’s happened at 47,
because I’ve done enough

A
appers Offset and Cardi B
have splashed out $201,840
for five houses and a plot
of land in a suburb of Atlanta,
USA.
According to reports, the
the plot cost them around
$48,080.
Clayton County Property
records show that Offset, 27, is
listed as the main buyer under
his real name, Kiari Cephus,
while Cardi B, 26, is listed as an
“additional buyer” under her
real name, Belcalis Almanzar.
It was recently revealed
that Offset and Cardi B are
“getting to know each other”
again after their
reconciliation.
The Migos rapper reunited
with his wife Cardi B following
a brief split but they are now
having therapy and “working
through” their problems.

R

Offset and Cardi B

IANS

PHOTO: AFP

work on myself to really
experience it. And then, too, it
just has deeper meaning for
me,” she said.

PTI

Sandra Oh became the first
female actor of Asian descent in
39 years to win the Golden Globe
for best leading TV actor

I was like, ‘What’s
my part?’ When my
agent said, ‘You’re
f*****g Eve,’ I just
couldn’t see it.
SANDRA OH
ACTOR

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM.IAMSANDRAOHINSTA

Bautista wanted to quit if James Gunn Kumail Nanjian in talks to join The Eternals
wasn’t rehired
C
restler-turnedactor Dave
Bautista has
evealed that he
e
would have exited the
Guardian of the
Galaxy franchise if
Disney had not
eversed its decision to
e
ire film-maker James
Gunn.
The 50-year-old
ctor, who plays Drax
he Destroyer, has been
ery vocal in his support
or the film-maker, who
was fired by Marvel
tudios’ parent company
Disney, after his old,
ontroversial tweets
o
esurfaced on social
e
media last year.
Last month, the studio
went back to its decision

W

Dave Bautista

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DAVEBAUTISTA

and reinstated Gunn as the
director of the third part of the
Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise.
“I am contractually
obligated (to do the third
movie), but I think that Marvel
and Disney, if I had really
stood my ground and said, ‘I
don’t want to do this without
James’, I think that they are
decent enough that they
would’ve let me out of my
contract,” Bautista said.
The actor said that he
vented out what was going on
in his mind after Gunn was
sacked.
“I just spoke my mind and
was honest about the way I felt
about it. I thought he was
given a raw deal. I thought it
was a bad call, bad decision,”
he added.
-PTI

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Kumail Nanjiani will reportedly share screen space with Angelina
Jolie in the project

omedian and Oscar
nominee Kumail Nanjiani
is reportedly in talks to
star alongside Angelina Jolie
in The Eternals, one of two
features that Marvel is
prepping to shoot this year.
The superhero adventure
project which is helmed under
Chloe Zhao is based on the
1976 comic book series created
by Jack Kirby. The project will
feature the super-powered and
near-immortal beings known
as Eternals and a more
monstrous offshoot known as
the Deviants that were created
by cosmic beings known as
Celestials.
According to Variety,
Angelina is supposed to be
playing the character named
Sersi, a more outgoing Eternal
who has not been afraid to
move among the spirit of
humankind whereas the
character of Nanjiani is yet to
be disclosed. Nanjiani who

was appreciated and even
earned an Oscar nomination
for co-writing The Big Sick
with wife Emily Gordon is
currently hitting a busy time
period. Talking about some of
his projects, the actor will be
seen in Men in Black:
International, which is set to
release on June 14 followed by
some others.

ANI

THE SUPERHERO
ADVENTURE PROJECT
WHICH IS HELMED
UNDER CHLOE ZHAO
IS BASED ON THE
1976 COMIC BOOK
SERIES CREATED BY
JACK KIRBY
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AND THE NOMINEES
ARE...
Top Artist

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/BTS.BIGHITOFFICIAL

n Post Malone

n Travis Scott

n Travis Scott
n Ed Sheeran

while they also
received nods for
Top Male Artist, along
with Travis, Ed Sheeran
and the late hip-hop star
XXXTENTACION, and Top
Billboard 200 Artist.
The latter — who died in
June 2018 — has received a
total of 10 posthumous
nominations, including
Top Billboard 200 Artist,
Top Streaming Songs
Artist, Top R&B Artist, Top
R&B Male Artist.
Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper’s A Star Is Born
soundtrack Shallow has
been nominated for the
Billboard Chart
Achievement Award,
Top Selling Song and
Top Soundtrack.
Meanwhile,
history has been
made with three Kpop bands receiving
nods in the top social
artist category.
The awards show will
take place in Las Vegas on
May 1. Kelly Clarkson is
returning to host the event.

n Lil Baby

n Cardi B

n Dua Lipa

n Ariana Grande

n Ella Mai

n Halsey
n Ella Mai

Top R&B Artist

Ariana Grande is
nominated in
multiple
categories
including Top
Artist PHOTO:CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Words cannot express how frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able to tour right now. Just
know that I am getting better every day...
OZZY OSBOURNE SINGER

PHOTO:SHUTTERSTOCK

Top Duo/Group

n Khalid
n Ella Mai

n BTS

n The Weeknd

n Dan + Shay

n XXXTentacion

n Imagine Dragons
n Maroon 5

Top Social Artist

n Thursday, a second
pretrial hearing in the
Kevin Spacey criminal
groping case was concluded
with no decisions yet on
discovery motions filed by
lawyers for Spacey, who’s
charged with felony indecent
assault and battery on a then
18-year-old busboy in
Nantucket, Massachusetts,
restaurant bar in July 2016.
USA Today reports the
hearing concluded with the
judge taking the motions
under advisement.
The Oscar-winning former
House of Cards actor didn’t
attend Thursday’s hearing at
Nantucket District Court.
Spacey’s attorneys have
been seeking to preserve
phone and electronic records
between the man — who says
Spacey unzipped his pants and

Top Billboard 200 Artist

n EXO
n GOT7

n Drake

n Ariana Grande

n Ariana Grande

n Louis Tomlinson

n Post Malone
n Travis Scott

Top Hot 100 Artist

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

PHOTO:MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

Billboard Chart
Achievement Award

n Juice Wrld

n Dan + Shay

n Post Malone

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

Top Streaming Songs
Artist

n Lady Gaga & Bradley

Cooper
n Dua Lipa

n Cardi B
PHOTO:TIMOTHY A.
CLARY/AFP

Beyoncé (top
left) and Jay-Z
are nominated in
the Top Touring
Artist category,
among others

Drake scored 17
nominations
PHOTO: STEVE
MARCUS/REUTERS

cancelled shows in Australia,
Japan and New Zealand due to
the pneumonia, after
postponing concerts in
Europe and Britain weeks
earlier over an upper
respiratory infection.
After being fired from
Black Sabbath in 1979 due to
concerns including substance
abuse, Osbourne launched a
successful solo act. He also
gained notoriety for his antics,
including biting off the head of
a live bat at a show in 1982. In
the early 2000s he found
success among a new
generation as a reality star -starring as himself, an
endearing if a bit off father
figure -- on the show The
AFP
Osbournes.

‘It’scooltohaveahealthy
mindandhealthyemotions’
Justin Bieber
regularly updates
his fans about his
therapy sessions
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

AGENCIES

Kevin Spacey is
charged with
felony indecent
assault and
battery on a then
18-year-old
busboy in
Nantucket,
Mass., restaurant
bar in July 2016

n XXXTentacion

n Cardi B

fondled him — and the man’s
girlfriend at the time.
Spacey pleaded not guilty in
January to felony indecent
assault and battery. His
lawyers have called the
accusations “patently false.”

KEVIN SPACEY’S
ATTORNEYS HAVE BEEN
SEEKING TO PRESERVE
PHONE AND
ELECTRONIC RECORDS
BETWEEN ACCUSER
WILLIAM LITTLE AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND BACK THEN

n Panic! At The Disco

n BTS

Kevin Spacey’s lawyers return to court in alleged bar
groping case; judge weighing the motions
O

n Taylor Swift

n H.E.R.

PHOTO:SCOTT
ROTH/AP

Ozzy Osbourne postpones tour
dates after suffering fall
The fall aggravated an old
injury sustained in a serious
ATV accident in 2003, he said.
“I can’t believe I have to
reschedule more tour dates,”
Osbourne said. “Words
cannot express how
frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able
to tour right now. Just know
that I am getting better every
day...I will fully recover...I
will finish my tour...I will be
back!”
According to the Grammywinning rocker’s statement,
shows will be rescheduled
starting in February 2020, and
already purchased tickets will
be honoured. Festival show
dates will not be rescheduled.
In February, Osbourne

Top Female Artist

n Juice Wrld

HTC

BTS is the first Korean act to be listed in Top Duo/Group category; they are also nominated in Top Social Artist category with EXO and GOT7

nglish rocker Ozzy
Osbourne announced
Thursday he is
postponing his 2019 tour dates
due to a fall sustained during a
bout of pneumonia. The 70year-old former lead singer of
heavy metal band Black
Sabbath required surgery last
month after falling in his Los
Angeles home, he said in a
statement.

n XXXTentacion

n Bazzi

PHOTO:
TWITTER/
GOT7OFFICIAL

Ozzy Osbourne’s shows will be
rescheduled in 2020, and already
purchased tickets will be honoured

n Drake

n Post Malone

PHOTO: FACEBOOK/EXO

E

Top Male Artist

n Ariana Grande

Top New Artist

ROTH/AP

N

n Post Malone
n XXXTentacion

n Drake

PHOTO: SCOTT

ominations for the
Billboard Music
Awards 2019 were
announced on
Thursday, and Cardi B has
been nominated for an
impressive 21 times in 18
categories. The Please Me
rapper will compete
against herself in three
categories with her song I
Like It and Maroon 5
feature Girls Like You up
for Top 100 Song, Top
Selling Song and Top
Collaboration. The 26-yearold star is also up for Top
Artist, Top Rap Song for I
Like It and Top Rap Album
for Invasion of Privacy,
Top Female Artist and
more.
Cardi has just missed out
on a record set by The
Chainsmokers and Drake
in 2017, which saw them
nominated for 22 prizes.
Following closely behind
are rappers Drake and Post
Malone, with 17 noms each.
The pair will go head-tohead with Cardi, Ariana
Grande and Travis Scott to
be crowned Top Artist,

n Ariana Grande

n Cardi B

Nominations also include three
K-pop acts, BTS, EXO & GOT7 at
the Billboard Music Awards ’19

Cardi B. is
leading the
pack with 21
nominations
in 18
categories

n Drake

BACK IN FEBRUARY IT WAS REVEALED THAT JUSTIN
BIEBER WAS SEEKING TREATMENT FOR DEPRESSION
AS SOURCES CLOSE TO THE STAR REPORTED HE’D
BEEN ‘STRUGGLING A BIT’

inger Justin Bieber has
never shied-away from
speaking about his mental
health issues and even ensures
to regularly update fans about
his situation. In a recent social
media post, the singer showed
people how “cool” it is to
prioritise mental health.
The 25-year-old singer, on
Wednesday, posted a selfie on
an Instagram story where he
wrote: “Therapy Session
(written in bold). It’s cool to
have a healthy mind and
healthy emotions.”
In March, the Sorry singer,
via an Instagram post, asked
his fans to “pray” for him amid
his battle with depression.
Posting a picture, in which he
can be seen hugging Scooter
Braun and Kanye West, Bieber
wrote, “Been struggling a lot.
Just feeling super
disconnected and weird.. I
always bounce back so I’m not
worried just wanted to reach
out and ask for your guys to
pray for me. God is faithful and
your prayers really work
thanks. The most human
season I’ve ever been in facing
my stuff head on.”
Later the same month, the
singer announced that he is
stepping away from the
spotlight for a while to focus
on his health. He opened up
about working on some of his
“deep-rooted issues” in a
lengthy post explaining his
fans that his music career is
taking a back seat as his health
and family are top priorities at
the moment.
Bieber also noted that he is
prioritising his mental health
to “sustain” his marriage and
to live up to the expectations
he has created for himself as a
future father.
Following the singer’s
decision to seek treatment, an
insider told People that he was
“feeling very positive” and
working hard to repair “some
root issues” through
counselling sessions from both
spiritual and secular
components from pastors and
licensed professionals.

S
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MALWA
Whyshould
childrenpay
thepricefortheir
famousparents?
AsksAjayDevgn

PHOTOS:
AALOK
SONI/HT,
SHAKTI
YADAV,
AFP

Shreya Mukherjee

ARMED FOR
ACTION!

ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

(From left)
Sidharth
Malhotra, Late
Field Marshal
Sam
Manekshaw,
Sushant Singh
Rajput and
Parineeti Chopra

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH

Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS

H

Honey Singh: My
wife is a brave lady
Samarth Goyal
usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,

M

many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their beloved
celebs. As for the celebs, while
some love to get papped,
others are okay with the
paparazzi but don’t want their
kids to get clicked, especially
when it can lead to brutal
social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was wearing a
blue long hoodie dress and the
moment the photo was
uploaded online, people
started commenting on her
looks, that she forgot to wear
her pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any

P

I don’t think any child
is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space.
They want to not dress
up every time they step
out, so it’s very sad
when such things
happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

child is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space. They
want to not dress up every
time they step out, so it’s very
sad when such things
happen,” he says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are honest
when it comes to judging
his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When I
said I work all day and get this
one hour only to unwind, he
said to me, ‘but you are not

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

working, you are only doing
promotions’. He is that blunt,”
says Ajay with a laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice before
expressing themselves. Ask
him if he and Kajol would be
okay with their kids joining
the industry, and he says,

“Right now, Nysa is studying
in Singapore. And I feel she is
not interested in films as of
now. But yes, it will be
completely her choice. Same
goes for Yug. We will support
them in whatever career
choices they make,” he says
with a smile.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

It’s an interesting time to
experiment: Rajkummar
Prashant Singh
ight from his debut
film, Love Sex Aur
Dhokha (2010), he
made people sit up and
take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or
critics, one thing that
everyone feels actor
Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the
sheer honesty in his
performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will
corrupt everything,”
says the actor, with a
smile.
In fact, the Newton
(2017) actor has an
interesting comparison
to make.
“It’s like a fake
relationship wherein you
can play-act that you
really love your partner
but somewhere you know
that you don’t and that
you are just acting,”
he says.
“That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a
corrupt relationship.
The same logic applies to
your work as well because
if you aren’t being honest
to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,”
he says.
But Rajkummar is
“very glad” that his first
few films can be called
“successful”.
He explains: “If you are
a newcomer whose first
few films don’t work at
the box office and then if
people don’t want to make
a film with you, I totally
understand that.”
“Why would anybody
want to make a film with
you? Somewhere, cinema
isn’t just art but also
business. Whoever puts in
money [in films] would

R

rightfully want their
investment back.”
“Now, thanks to
whatever work I have
done till now, there is
a certain investment
that people can make
on me.”
The Gangs of
Wasseypur - Part 2 (2012)
actor feels that things are
changing rapidly and for
good.
“If you look at Stree
(2018), or even Bareilly Ki
Barfi (2017), they are
commercial films, but the
performances and the
kind of characters they
have are very real and
rooted. I feel cinema has
changed somewhere.
Everybody is
experimenting now and
it’s an interesting time for
those experiments
because our audience too
— somewhere — expect
that as they are ready to
welcome such stories,
something which is
unique and out of the
box. So, it’s an extremely
welcome change,”
says Rajkummar,
adding that he just
wants to be “part of
interesting” scripts.
“And, I will never be
shy away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

Everybody is
experimenting
now and it’s an
interesting time
for those
experiments.
RAJKUMMAR
RAO, ACTOR

PHOTO:
ROHAN
SHRESTHA
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
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MONDAY,
APRIL 08,
2019

Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Bill Watterson

Mark Hamill
PHOTO: GETTY
IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T R OD
ILNOGV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM

ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H

PTI

Mark Hamill will be
the voice of Chucky
ollywood star Mark
Hamill is going to voice
the iconic killer doll
Chucky, in the upcoming
Child’s Play franchise.
According to reports, the
Star Wars stalwart, who has
portrayed Luke Skywalker,
has joined a cast that includes
Aubrey Plaza, Gabriel
Bateman and Brian Tyree
Henry in the “contemporary
re-imagining” of the 1988
horror hit, that follows the
malevolent path of a Buddi
doll, that is sentient,
bloodthirsty and not as
friendly as his smile.
The news was announced
at an event in WonderCon, in
Anaheim, USA. Fans
bellowed their excitement
when Hamill appeared on
overhead video screens in a
taped greeting.
“If you are wondering who
is going to play Chucky in the
new Child’s Play,” Hamill

H

MOVIES ON TV
& PICTURES
1056 Ra. One
1404 Genius
1717 Commando - A One
Man Army
2000 Satyameva Jayate
2254 Anaconda
UTV MOVIES
1215 1920
1505 The Big Lion
Gajakessari
1735 Vinashak-Destroyer
2020 Alex Pandian
2315 Shahenshah

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

MOVIES OK
1105 Golmaal 3
1410 Housefull 3
1705 Swarg
2000 Vivegam
2300 Khatta Meetha
MOVIES NOW
0900 Alice In Wonderland
1105 Beauty And The Beast:
Enchanted Christmas

said, adding “you are looking
at him.”
He is an accomplished
voice actor with scores of
credits in animated films,
television shows, video
games, radio dramas and web
projects. The signature role
among his voice credits to
date is the Joker, the DC
Comics villain he portrayed
first in 1992 on Batman: The
IANS
Animated Series.

FANS BELLOWED
THEIR EXCITEMENT
WHEN HAMILL
APPEARED ON
OVERHEAD VIDEO
SCREENS IN A TAPED
GREETING

1335 Frozen
1515 Modern Times
1650 Brave
1850 Entrapment
2100 Cars 2
2305 Waterworld
WB
0855 Monkey Trouble
1029 Ghosts Of Girlfriends
Past
1208 Up In The Air
1402 Fool’s Gold
1555 Hall Pass
1737 Meet The Parents
1921 Striptease
2101 Poseidon
STAR MOVIES
1131 Fantastic Four
1330 The Chronicles Of
Narnia: The Voyage Of
The Dawn Treader
1536 Ice Age: The Meltdown
1717 Ice Age: Collision Course
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Commando

ADAMSANDLER
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I AM
SHOCKINGLY
AVAILABLE:
THERON
C
harlize Theron has
revealed that she is
“shockingly available”
and added that she
needs a man to “step up” and
ask her out.
The 43-year-old Oscar
winner opened up about
her love life in an interview
with a magazine while
promoting her film Long
Shot, with co-star, Seth
Rogen.
“I’ve been single for 10
years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow
a pair and step up. I’m

03

IneverthoughtI’dbean
actionstar:DavidHarbour
ctor David Harbour says
that he never imagined
he would go on to become
an action star.
During his speech, where
he was feted with the Action
Star of the Year award,
Harbour said Harrison Fordstarrer Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
was one of the first movies he
watched in the theatre.

A
David Harbour
PHOTO: AFP

shockingly available,”
Theron said.
Rogen echoed her
sentiments, saying, “She’s
out there!”, to which
Theron said, “I’ve made it
very clear.”
Theron previously dated
actor Stuart Townsend and
they split up in 2010.
She was then in a
relationship with actor Sean
Penn and were engaged in
2014.
But they separated
in 2015.

“I saw the movie 14 times
in a theatre, and my
grandmother put up with
that because she liked
the air conditioning,” he
said.
According to reports, the
Stranger Things actor then
gave a shout-out to all the
action stars who were
present at the event.
Referring to Die Hard
(1988), another favourite of
the actor, Harbour said, “I
never thought I’d be an
action star! I started my
career as a villain, and
usually you kind of remain
a villain. I thought I’d
always be on the Alan
Rickman side of the
equation, saying, ‘You
think you can handle us, Mr
Cowboy?’ Or something.
And I can easily say now,
‘Yippee-ki-yay,
motherf*****’,” he added.
Harbour is set to star
as Hellboy in Neil
Marshall’s reboot of the hit
franchise.
The film also features
Milla Jovovich, Ian
McShane, Sasha Lane,
Daniel Dae Kim, and
Thomas Haden Church.

PTI

PTI

I’ve been single for 10 years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow a pair and step up.
CHARLIZE THERON, ACTOR

PHOTO: AFP

Offset and Cardi B spend $200,000 on houses

Khloe Kardashian isn’t ready to date again
eality TV personality
Khloe Kardashian says
she is not ready to date
again after her painful split
from basketball player,
Tristan Thompson.
“Khloe is really enjoying
the single life, and spending
time with True. She still feels
betrayed by Tristan but she
isn’t allowing that to affect
her happiness any longer,” a
source said.
The source added, “Khloe
loves with all of her heart
and gave Tristan another

R

chance but that relationship
is over for good. She is taking
time to be single, and is
enjoying with her friends
and family, and focusing on
her business. She is in no
rush to start dating
seriously, but she is someone
who has a lot of love to give
and would like someone to
spend her time with in the
future.”
Khloe recently said she
thinks she needs to start
dating ‘accountants’ rather
than basketball players.

Thompson
reportedly kissed a
family friend,
Jordyn Woods, and
Khloe’s former
husband Lamar
Odom cheated on
her with multiple
-IANS
women.

Khloe
Kardashian
PHOTO: AFP

I couldn’t see myself in a leading role: Sandra
ctor Sandra Oh, who rose
to fame as doctor
Christina Yang on the hit
medical drama Grey’s
Anatomy, says it was hard for
her to believe that she was
offered the lead role in Killing
Eve. In an interview with
Marie Claire, she said, “I was
like, ‘What’s my part?’ When
my agent said, ‘You’re f*****g
Eve,’ I just couldn’t see it. I
couldn’t see myself in a
leading role ... It’s like a
f*****g shard in my heart.”
The 47-year-old actor added
that even though she
understands the importance
of being visible, it was “really
difficult” to come to terms
with her role of Eve.
“We work really hard
because we love what we do,
but we understand how
important it is to be visible
and to see ourselves, right?
To catch myself in a
moment where I'm still not
doing that was really
difficult.” Sandra, however, is
happy that she tasted fame at
an older age, as she has
worked enough on herself to
be able to deal with the
success without being too
hard on herself.“'I’m grateful
that it’s happened at 47,
because I’ve done enough

A
appers Offset and Cardi B
have splashed out $201,840
for five houses and a plot
of land in a suburb of Atlanta,
USA.
According to reports, the
the plot cost them around
$48,080.
Clayton County Property
records show that Offset, 27, is
listed as the main buyer under
his real name, Kiari Cephus,
while Cardi B, 26, is listed as an
“additional buyer” under her
real name, Belcalis Almanzar.
It was recently revealed
that Offset and Cardi B are
“getting to know each other”
again after their
reconciliation.
The Migos rapper reunited
with his wife Cardi B following
a brief split but they are now
having therapy and “working
through” their problems.

R

Offset and Cardi B

IANS

PHOTO: AFP

work on myself to really
experience it. And then, too, it
just has deeper meaning for
me,” she said.

PTI

Sandra Oh became the first
female actor of Asian descent in
39 years to win the Golden Globe
for best leading TV actor

I was like, ‘What’s
my part?’ When my
agent said, ‘You’re
f*****g Eve,’ I just
couldn’t see it.
SANDRA OH
ACTOR

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM.IAMSANDRAOHINSTA

Bautista wanted to quit if James Gunn Kumail Nanjian in talks to join The Eternals
wasn’t rehired
C
restler-turnedactor Dave
Bautista has
evealed that he
e
would have exited the
Guardian of the
Galaxy franchise if
Disney had not
eversed its decision to
e
ire film-maker James
Gunn.
The 50-year-old
ctor, who plays Drax
he Destroyer, has been
ery vocal in his support
or the film-maker, who
was fired by Marvel
tudios’ parent company
Disney, after his old,
ontroversial tweets
o
esurfaced on social
e
media last year.
Last month, the studio
went back to its decision

W

Dave Bautista

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DAVEBAUTISTA

and reinstated Gunn as the
director of the third part of the
Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise.
“I am contractually
obligated (to do the third
movie), but I think that Marvel
and Disney, if I had really
stood my ground and said, ‘I
don’t want to do this without
James’, I think that they are
decent enough that they
would’ve let me out of my
contract,” Bautista said.
The actor said that he
vented out what was going on
in his mind after Gunn was
sacked.
“I just spoke my mind and
was honest about the way I felt
about it. I thought he was
given a raw deal. I thought it
was a bad call, bad decision,”
he added.
-PTI

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Kumail Nanjiani will reportedly share screen space with Angelina
Jolie in the project

omedian and Oscar
nominee Kumail Nanjiani
is reportedly in talks to
star alongside Angelina Jolie
in The Eternals, one of two
features that Marvel is
prepping to shoot this year.
The superhero adventure
project which is helmed under
Chloe Zhao is based on the
1976 comic book series created
by Jack Kirby. The project will
feature the super-powered and
near-immortal beings known
as Eternals and a more
monstrous offshoot known as
the Deviants that were created
by cosmic beings known as
Celestials.
According to Variety,
Angelina is supposed to be
playing the character named
Sersi, a more outgoing Eternal
who has not been afraid to
move among the spirit of
humankind whereas the
character of Nanjiani is yet to
be disclosed. Nanjiani who

was appreciated and even
earned an Oscar nomination
for co-writing The Big Sick
with wife Emily Gordon is
currently hitting a busy time
period. Talking about some of
his projects, the actor will be
seen in Men in Black:
International, which is set to
release on June 14 followed by
some others.

ANI

THE SUPERHERO
ADVENTURE PROJECT
WHICH IS HELMED
UNDER CHLOE ZHAO
IS BASED ON THE
1976 COMIC BOOK
SERIES CREATED BY
JACK KIRBY
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Whyshould
childrenpay
thepricefortheir
famousparents?
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Shreya Mukherjee

ARMED FOR
ACTION!

ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

(From left)
Sidharth
Malhotra, Late
Field Marshal
Sam
Manekshaw,
Sushant Singh
Rajput and
Parineeti Chopra

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH

Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS

H

Honey Singh: My
wife is a brave lady
Samarth Goyal
usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,

M

many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their beloved
celebs. As for the celebs, while
some love to get papped,
others are okay with the
paparazzi but don’t want their
kids to get clicked, especially
when it can lead to brutal
social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was wearing a
blue long hoodie dress and the
moment the photo was
uploaded online, people
started commenting on her
looks, that she forgot to wear
her pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any

P

I don’t think any child
is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space.
They want to not dress
up every time they step
out, so it’s very sad
when such things
happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

child is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space. They
want to not dress up every
time they step out, so it’s very
sad when such things
happen,” he says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are honest
when it comes to judging
his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When I
said I work all day and get this
one hour only to unwind, he
said to me, ‘but you are not

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

working, you are only doing
promotions’. He is that blunt,”
says Ajay with a laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice before
expressing themselves. Ask
him if he and Kajol would be
okay with their kids joining
the industry, and he says,

“Right now, Nysa is studying
in Singapore. And I feel she is
not interested in films as of
now. But yes, it will be
completely her choice. Same
goes for Yug. We will support
them in whatever career
choices they make,” he says
with a smile.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

It’s an interesting time to
experiment: Rajkummar
Prashant Singh
ight from his debut
film, Love Sex Aur
Dhokha (2010), he
made people sit up and
take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or
critics, one thing that
everyone feels actor
Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the
sheer honesty in his
performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will
corrupt everything,”
says the actor, with a
smile.
In fact, the Newton
(2017) actor has an
interesting comparison
to make.
“It’s like a fake
relationship wherein you
can play-act that you
really love your partner
but somewhere you know
that you don’t and that
you are just acting,”
he says.
“That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a
corrupt relationship.
The same logic applies to
your work as well because
if you aren’t being honest
to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,”
he says.
But Rajkummar is
“very glad” that his first
few films can be called
“successful”.
He explains: “If you are
a newcomer whose first
few films don’t work at
the box office and then if
people don’t want to make
a film with you, I totally
understand that.”
“Why would anybody
want to make a film with
you? Somewhere, cinema
isn’t just art but also
business. Whoever puts in
money [in films] would

R

rightfully want their
investment back.”
“Now, thanks to
whatever work I have
done till now, there is
a certain investment
that people can make
on me.”
The Gangs of
Wasseypur - Part 2 (2012)
actor feels that things are
changing rapidly and for
good.
“If you look at Stree
(2018), or even Bareilly Ki
Barfi (2017), they are
commercial films, but the
performances and the
kind of characters they
have are very real and
rooted. I feel cinema has
changed somewhere.
Everybody is
experimenting now and
it’s an interesting time for
those experiments
because our audience too
— somewhere — expect
that as they are ready to
welcome such stories,
something which is
unique and out of the
box. So, it’s an extremely
welcome change,”
says Rajkummar,
adding that he just
wants to be “part of
interesting” scripts.
“And, I will never be
shy away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

Everybody is
experimenting
now and it’s an
interesting time
for those
experiments.
RAJKUMMAR
RAO, ACTOR

PHOTO:
ROHAN
SHRESTHA
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Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU
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LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Bill Watterson

Mark Hamill
PHOTO: GETTY
IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T R OD
ILNOGV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM

ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H
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Mark Hamill will be
the voice of Chucky
ollywood star Mark
Hamill is going to voice
the iconic killer doll
Chucky, in the upcoming
Child’s Play franchise.
According to reports, the
Star Wars stalwart, who has
portrayed Luke Skywalker,
has joined a cast that includes
Aubrey Plaza, Gabriel
Bateman and Brian Tyree
Henry in the “contemporary
re-imagining” of the 1988
horror hit, that follows the
malevolent path of a Buddi
doll, that is sentient,
bloodthirsty and not as
friendly as his smile.
The news was announced
at an event in WonderCon, in
Anaheim, USA. Fans
bellowed their excitement
when Hamill appeared on
overhead video screens in a
taped greeting.
“If you are wondering who
is going to play Chucky in the
new Child’s Play,” Hamill

H

MOVIES ON TV
& PICTURES
1056 Ra. One
1404 Genius
1717 Commando - A One
Man Army
2000 Satyameva Jayate
2254 Anaconda
UTV MOVIES
1215 1920
1505 The Big Lion
Gajakessari
1735 Vinashak-Destroyer
2020 Alex Pandian
2315 Shahenshah

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

MOVIES OK
1105 Golmaal 3
1410 Housefull 3
1705 Swarg
2000 Vivegam
2300 Khatta Meetha
MOVIES NOW
0900 Alice In Wonderland
1105 Beauty And The Beast:
Enchanted Christmas

said, adding “you are looking
at him.”
He is an accomplished
voice actor with scores of
credits in animated films,
television shows, video
games, radio dramas and web
projects. The signature role
among his voice credits to
date is the Joker, the DC
Comics villain he portrayed
first in 1992 on Batman: The
IANS
Animated Series.

FANS BELLOWED
THEIR EXCITEMENT
WHEN HAMILL
APPEARED ON
OVERHEAD VIDEO
SCREENS IN A TAPED
GREETING

1335 Frozen
1515 Modern Times
1650 Brave
1850 Entrapment
2100 Cars 2
2305 Waterworld
WB
0855 Monkey Trouble
1029 Ghosts Of Girlfriends
Past
1208 Up In The Air
1402 Fool’s Gold
1555 Hall Pass
1737 Meet The Parents
1921 Striptease
2101 Poseidon
STAR MOVIES
1131 Fantastic Four
1330 The Chronicles Of
Narnia: The Voyage Of
The Dawn Treader
1536 Ice Age: The Meltdown
1717 Ice Age: Collision Course
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Commando

ADAMSANDLER
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I AM
SHOCKINGLY
AVAILABLE:
THERON
C
harlize Theron has
revealed that she is
“shockingly available”
and added that she
needs a man to “step up” and
ask her out.
The 43-year-old Oscar
winner opened up about
her love life in an interview
with a magazine while
promoting her film Long
Shot, with co-star, Seth
Rogen.
“I’ve been single for 10
years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow
a pair and step up. I’m

03

IneverthoughtI’dbean
actionstar:DavidHarbour
ctor David Harbour says
that he never imagined
he would go on to become
an action star.
During his speech, where
he was feted with the Action
Star of the Year award,
Harbour said Harrison Fordstarrer Indiana Jones and the
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
was one of the first movies he
watched in the theatre.

A
David Harbour
PHOTO: AFP

shockingly available,”
Theron said.
Rogen echoed her
sentiments, saying, “She’s
out there!”, to which
Theron said, “I’ve made it
very clear.”
Theron previously dated
actor Stuart Townsend and
they split up in 2010.
She was then in a
relationship with actor Sean
Penn and were engaged in
2014.
But they separated
in 2015.

“I saw the movie 14 times
in a theatre, and my
grandmother put up with
that because she liked
the air conditioning,” he
said.
According to reports, the
Stranger Things actor then
gave a shout-out to all the
action stars who were
present at the event.
Referring to Die Hard
(1988), another favourite of
the actor, Harbour said, “I
never thought I’d be an
action star! I started my
career as a villain, and
usually you kind of remain
a villain. I thought I’d
always be on the Alan
Rickman side of the
equation, saying, ‘You
think you can handle us, Mr
Cowboy?’ Or something.
And I can easily say now,
‘Yippee-ki-yay,
motherf*****’,” he added.
Harbour is set to star
as Hellboy in Neil
Marshall’s reboot of the hit
franchise.
The film also features
Milla Jovovich, Ian
McShane, Sasha Lane,
Daniel Dae Kim, and
Thomas Haden Church.

PTI

PTI

I’ve been single for 10 years, it’s not a long shot.
Somebody just needs to grow a pair and step up.
CHARLIZE THERON, ACTOR

PHOTO: AFP

Offset and Cardi B spend $200,000 on houses

Khloe Kardashian isn’t ready to date again
eality TV personality
Khloe Kardashian says
she is not ready to date
again after her painful split
from basketball player,
Tristan Thompson.
“Khloe is really enjoying
the single life, and spending
time with True. She still feels
betrayed by Tristan but she
isn’t allowing that to affect
her happiness any longer,” a
source said.
The source added, “Khloe
loves with all of her heart
and gave Tristan another

R

chance but that relationship
is over for good. She is taking
time to be single, and is
enjoying with her friends
and family, and focusing on
her business. She is in no
rush to start dating
seriously, but she is someone
who has a lot of love to give
and would like someone to
spend her time with in the
future.”
Khloe recently said she
thinks she needs to start
dating ‘accountants’ rather
than basketball players.

Thompson
reportedly kissed a
family friend,
Jordyn Woods, and
Khloe’s former
husband Lamar
Odom cheated on
her with multiple
-IANS
women.

Khloe
Kardashian
PHOTO: AFP

I couldn’t see myself in a leading role: Sandra
ctor Sandra Oh, who rose
to fame as doctor
Christina Yang on the hit
medical drama Grey’s
Anatomy, says it was hard for
her to believe that she was
offered the lead role in Killing
Eve. In an interview with
Marie Claire, she said, “I was
like, ‘What’s my part?’ When
my agent said, ‘You’re f*****g
Eve,’ I just couldn’t see it. I
couldn’t see myself in a
leading role ... It’s like a
f*****g shard in my heart.”
The 47-year-old actor added
that even though she
understands the importance
of being visible, it was “really
difficult” to come to terms
with her role of Eve.
“We work really hard
because we love what we do,
but we understand how
important it is to be visible
and to see ourselves, right?
To catch myself in a
moment where I'm still not
doing that was really
difficult.” Sandra, however, is
happy that she tasted fame at
an older age, as she has
worked enough on herself to
be able to deal with the
success without being too
hard on herself.“'I’m grateful
that it’s happened at 47,
because I’ve done enough

A
appers Offset and Cardi B
have splashed out $201,840
for five houses and a plot
of land in a suburb of Atlanta,
USA.
According to reports, the
the plot cost them around
$48,080.
Clayton County Property
records show that Offset, 27, is
listed as the main buyer under
his real name, Kiari Cephus,
while Cardi B, 26, is listed as an
“additional buyer” under her
real name, Belcalis Almanzar.
It was recently revealed
that Offset and Cardi B are
“getting to know each other”
again after their
reconciliation.
The Migos rapper reunited
with his wife Cardi B following
a brief split but they are now
having therapy and “working
through” their problems.

R

Offset and Cardi B

IANS

PHOTO: AFP

work on myself to really
experience it. And then, too, it
just has deeper meaning for
me,” she said.

PTI

Sandra Oh became the first
female actor of Asian descent in
39 years to win the Golden Globe
for best leading TV actor

I was like, ‘What’s
my part?’ When my
agent said, ‘You’re
f*****g Eve,’ I just
couldn’t see it.
SANDRA OH
ACTOR

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM.IAMSANDRAOHINSTA

Bautista wanted to quit if James Gunn Kumail Nanjian in talks to join The Eternals
wasn’t rehired
C
restler-turnedactor Dave
Bautista has
evealed that he
e
would have exited the
Guardian of the
Galaxy franchise if
Disney had not
eversed its decision to
e
ire film-maker James
Gunn.
The 50-year-old
ctor, who plays Drax
he Destroyer, has been
ery vocal in his support
or the film-maker, who
was fired by Marvel
tudios’ parent company
Disney, after his old,
ontroversial tweets
o
esurfaced on social
e
media last year.
Last month, the studio
went back to its decision

W

Dave Bautista

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DAVEBAUTISTA

and reinstated Gunn as the
director of the third part of the
Guardians of the Galaxy
franchise.
“I am contractually
obligated (to do the third
movie), but I think that Marvel
and Disney, if I had really
stood my ground and said, ‘I
don’t want to do this without
James’, I think that they are
decent enough that they
would’ve let me out of my
contract,” Bautista said.
The actor said that he
vented out what was going on
in his mind after Gunn was
sacked.
“I just spoke my mind and
was honest about the way I felt
about it. I thought he was
given a raw deal. I thought it
was a bad call, bad decision,”
he added.
-PTI

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Kumail Nanjiani will reportedly share screen space with Angelina
Jolie in the project

omedian and Oscar
nominee Kumail Nanjiani
is reportedly in talks to
star alongside Angelina Jolie
in The Eternals, one of two
features that Marvel is
prepping to shoot this year.
The superhero adventure
project which is helmed under
Chloe Zhao is based on the
1976 comic book series created
by Jack Kirby. The project will
feature the super-powered and
near-immortal beings known
as Eternals and a more
monstrous offshoot known as
the Deviants that were created
by cosmic beings known as
Celestials.
According to Variety,
Angelina is supposed to be
playing the character named
Sersi, a more outgoing Eternal
who has not been afraid to
move among the spirit of
humankind whereas the
character of Nanjiani is yet to
be disclosed. Nanjiani who

was appreciated and even
earned an Oscar nomination
for co-writing The Big Sick
with wife Emily Gordon is
currently hitting a busy time
period. Talking about some of
his projects, the actor will be
seen in Men in Black:
International, which is set to
release on June 14 followed by
some others.

ANI

THE SUPERHERO
ADVENTURE PROJECT
WHICH IS HELMED
UNDER CHLOE ZHAO
IS BASED ON THE
1976 COMIC BOOK
SERIES CREATED BY
JACK KIRBY
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OKURRRR,CARDIPINS
ITONTHEBILLBOARD

AND THE NOMINEES
ARE...
Top Artist

PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/BTS.BIGHITOFFICIAL

n Post Malone

n Travis Scott

n Travis Scott
n Ed Sheeran

while they also
received nods for
Top Male Artist, along
with Travis, Ed Sheeran
and the late hip-hop star
XXXTENTACION, and Top
Billboard 200 Artist.
The latter — who died in
June 2018 — has received a
total of 10 posthumous
nominations, including
Top Billboard 200 Artist,
Top Streaming Songs
Artist, Top R&B Artist, Top
R&B Male Artist.
Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper’s A Star Is Born
soundtrack Shallow has
been nominated for the
Billboard Chart
Achievement Award,
Top Selling Song and
Top Soundtrack.
Meanwhile,
history has been
made with three Kpop bands receiving
nods in the top social
artist category.
The awards show will
take place in Las Vegas on
May 1. Kelly Clarkson is
returning to host the event.

n Lil Baby

n Cardi B

n Dua Lipa

n Ariana Grande

n Ella Mai

n Halsey
n Ella Mai

Top R&B Artist

Ariana Grande is
nominated in
multiple
categories
including Top
Artist PHOTO:CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Words cannot express how frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able to tour right now. Just
know that I am getting better every day...
OZZY OSBOURNE SINGER

PHOTO:SHUTTERSTOCK

Top Duo/Group

n Khalid
n Ella Mai

n BTS

n The Weeknd

n Dan + Shay

n XXXTentacion

n Imagine Dragons
n Maroon 5

Top Social Artist

n Thursday, a second
pretrial hearing in the
Kevin Spacey criminal
groping case was concluded
with no decisions yet on
discovery motions filed by
lawyers for Spacey, who’s
charged with felony indecent
assault and battery on a then
18-year-old busboy in
Nantucket, Massachusetts,
restaurant bar in July 2016.
USA Today reports the
hearing concluded with the
judge taking the motions
under advisement.
The Oscar-winning former
House of Cards actor didn’t
attend Thursday’s hearing at
Nantucket District Court.
Spacey’s attorneys have
been seeking to preserve
phone and electronic records
between the man — who says
Spacey unzipped his pants and

Top Billboard 200 Artist

n EXO
n GOT7

n Drake

n Ariana Grande

n Ariana Grande

n Louis Tomlinson

n Post Malone
n Travis Scott

Top Hot 100 Artist

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

PHOTO:MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

Billboard Chart
Achievement Award

n Juice Wrld

n Dan + Shay

n Post Malone

n Drake
n Ariana Grande

Top Streaming Songs
Artist

n Lady Gaga & Bradley

Cooper
n Dua Lipa

n Cardi B
PHOTO:TIMOTHY A.
CLARY/AFP

Beyoncé (top
left) and Jay-Z
are nominated in
the Top Touring
Artist category,
among others

Drake scored 17
nominations
PHOTO: STEVE
MARCUS/REUTERS

cancelled shows in Australia,
Japan and New Zealand due to
the pneumonia, after
postponing concerts in
Europe and Britain weeks
earlier over an upper
respiratory infection.
After being fired from
Black Sabbath in 1979 due to
concerns including substance
abuse, Osbourne launched a
successful solo act. He also
gained notoriety for his antics,
including biting off the head of
a live bat at a show in 1982. In
the early 2000s he found
success among a new
generation as a reality star -starring as himself, an
endearing if a bit off father
figure -- on the show The
AFP
Osbournes.

‘It’scooltohaveahealthy
mindandhealthyemotions’
Justin Bieber
regularly updates
his fans about his
therapy sessions
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/
REUTERS

AGENCIES

Kevin Spacey is
charged with
felony indecent
assault and
battery on a then
18-year-old
busboy in
Nantucket,
Mass., restaurant
bar in July 2016

n XXXTentacion

n Cardi B

fondled him — and the man’s
girlfriend at the time.
Spacey pleaded not guilty in
January to felony indecent
assault and battery. His
lawyers have called the
accusations “patently false.”

KEVIN SPACEY’S
ATTORNEYS HAVE BEEN
SEEKING TO PRESERVE
PHONE AND
ELECTRONIC RECORDS
BETWEEN ACCUSER
WILLIAM LITTLE AND HIS
GIRLFRIEND BACK THEN

n Panic! At The Disco

n BTS

Kevin Spacey’s lawyers return to court in alleged bar
groping case; judge weighing the motions
O

n Taylor Swift

n H.E.R.

PHOTO:SCOTT
ROTH/AP

Ozzy Osbourne postpones tour
dates after suffering fall
The fall aggravated an old
injury sustained in a serious
ATV accident in 2003, he said.
“I can’t believe I have to
reschedule more tour dates,”
Osbourne said. “Words
cannot express how
frustrated, angry and
depressed I am not to be able
to tour right now. Just know
that I am getting better every
day...I will fully recover...I
will finish my tour...I will be
back!”
According to the Grammywinning rocker’s statement,
shows will be rescheduled
starting in February 2020, and
already purchased tickets will
be honoured. Festival show
dates will not be rescheduled.
In February, Osbourne

Top Female Artist

n Juice Wrld

HTC

BTS is the first Korean act to be listed in Top Duo/Group category; they are also nominated in Top Social Artist category with EXO and GOT7

nglish rocker Ozzy
Osbourne announced
Thursday he is
postponing his 2019 tour dates
due to a fall sustained during a
bout of pneumonia. The 70year-old former lead singer of
heavy metal band Black
Sabbath required surgery last
month after falling in his Los
Angeles home, he said in a
statement.

n XXXTentacion

n Bazzi

PHOTO:
TWITTER/
GOT7OFFICIAL

Ozzy Osbourne’s shows will be
rescheduled in 2020, and already
purchased tickets will be honoured

n Drake

n Post Malone

PHOTO: FACEBOOK/EXO

E

Top Male Artist

n Ariana Grande

Top New Artist

ROTH/AP

N

n Post Malone
n XXXTentacion

n Drake

PHOTO: SCOTT

ominations for the
Billboard Music
Awards 2019 were
announced on
Thursday, and Cardi B has
been nominated for an
impressive 21 times in 18
categories. The Please Me
rapper will compete
against herself in three
categories with her song I
Like It and Maroon 5
feature Girls Like You up
for Top 100 Song, Top
Selling Song and Top
Collaboration. The 26-yearold star is also up for Top
Artist, Top Rap Song for I
Like It and Top Rap Album
for Invasion of Privacy,
Top Female Artist and
more.
Cardi has just missed out
on a record set by The
Chainsmokers and Drake
in 2017, which saw them
nominated for 22 prizes.
Following closely behind
are rappers Drake and Post
Malone, with 17 noms each.
The pair will go head-tohead with Cardi, Ariana
Grande and Travis Scott to
be crowned Top Artist,

n Ariana Grande

n Cardi B

Nominations also include three
K-pop acts, BTS, EXO & GOT7 at
the Billboard Music Awards ’19

Cardi B. is
leading the
pack with 21
nominations
in 18
categories

n Drake

BACK IN FEBRUARY IT WAS REVEALED THAT JUSTIN
BIEBER WAS SEEKING TREATMENT FOR DEPRESSION
AS SOURCES CLOSE TO THE STAR REPORTED HE’D
BEEN ‘STRUGGLING A BIT’

inger Justin Bieber has
never shied-away from
speaking about his mental
health issues and even ensures
to regularly update fans about
his situation. In a recent social
media post, the singer showed
people how “cool” it is to
prioritise mental health.
The 25-year-old singer, on
Wednesday, posted a selfie on
an Instagram story where he
wrote: “Therapy Session
(written in bold). It’s cool to
have a healthy mind and
healthy emotions.”
In March, the Sorry singer,
via an Instagram post, asked
his fans to “pray” for him amid
his battle with depression.
Posting a picture, in which he
can be seen hugging Scooter
Braun and Kanye West, Bieber
wrote, “Been struggling a lot.
Just feeling super
disconnected and weird.. I
always bounce back so I’m not
worried just wanted to reach
out and ask for your guys to
pray for me. God is faithful and
your prayers really work
thanks. The most human
season I’ve ever been in facing
my stuff head on.”
Later the same month, the
singer announced that he is
stepping away from the
spotlight for a while to focus
on his health. He opened up
about working on some of his
“deep-rooted issues” in a
lengthy post explaining his
fans that his music career is
taking a back seat as his health
and family are top priorities at
the moment.
Bieber also noted that he is
prioritising his mental health
to “sustain” his marriage and
to live up to the expectations
he has created for himself as a
future father.
Following the singer’s
decision to seek treatment, an
insider told People that he was
“feeling very positive” and
working hard to repair “some
root issues” through
counselling sessions from both
spiritual and secular
components from pastors and
licensed professionals.
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HONEY SINGH: MY WIFE IS A BRAVE LADY

shortstories
BOOK LAUNCH
HELD AT PU
CHANDIGARH: Readers and
Writers Society of India launched a
book ‘The Free Voice of Love’, a
collection of Hindi and Urdu
poems, at Mulk Raj Anand Auditorium, Panjab University on Sunday.
Former president of the Panjab
University Campus Students’
Council, advocate DPS Randhawa,
was honoured upon becoming the
president of High Court (HC) Bar
Association. Editors of the book,
Ashish Kumar and VK Vishvas, said
the motive behind the compilation
is to create a bridge for modern
generation to know feelings,
emotions and experiences of the
HTC
poets of last two century.

UILS’ placement drive ends
CHANDIGARH: At least 35 students
received job offers in the two-day
placement drive ‘Negotium 2019’
that concluded here at University
Institute of Legal Studies (UILS),
Panjab University (PU), on Sunday.
Around 82 students from the
institute participated in the drive.
A number of law firms from the
tricity came to recruit the students. Senior advocates Deepinder
Patwalia, Sanjeev Sharma, Anmol
Rattan Sidhu and APS Shergill
interviewed the candidates. The
recruitment process comprised
of various levels, including inhouse pre-screening, group
discussions, written tests and
HTC
personal interviews.
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OVER 10 FILMS ON ARMED FORCES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED

Review energy policy,
say power engineers

PROMISES Holds rallies in city, Patran, Nabha, says Cong will give ₹72K annually to economically weaker sections

India Power Engineers’ Federation (AIPEF) have demanded
review of the energy policy with
an aim of “integrating unbundled power utilities and restoration of old pension scheme”.
A federal executive meeting
of the AIPEF was held in Varanasi on Sunday. The meeting
was addressed by chairman
Shalinder Dubey, chief patron
Padamjit Singh and others.
Spokesperson VK Gupta said
that the AIPEF has formed a
committee that has representatives of all stakeholders including consumers and power engineers/employees to review the
present situation.
“It’s critical as a new government will soon take over
and it will be prudent to resolve
some of the long standing problems,” he said.
“The most critical of these
issues is review of the impact of
the Electricity Act, 2003,
and an attempt to amend it with
the intention of facilitating
privatisation of power supply
by segregating carriage and

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: After the Congress party
announced her candidature
from Patiala, former Union minister and Punjab chief minister
Captain Amarinder Singh’s wife
Preneet Kaur held a series of rallies in the constituency on Sunday and urged the party workers
to garner public support.
Making optimum use of the
weekend, Preneet addressed
three rallies — one at
Patran with MLA Nirmal Singh
Shutrana, at Patiala rural with
state health and family planning
minister Brahm Mohindra,
and concluded the day by
addressing a rally at Nabha
with cabinet minister Sadhu
Singh Dharamsot.
At Patiala rural, Preneet
slammed the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). She raised
the issue of Patiala ‘being

n

Former Union minister Preneet Kaur and state health minister
HT PHOTO
Brahm Mohindra during a rally in Patiala on Sunday.

neglected’ under the former
SAD-BJP regime.
“Before casting their votes,
people should keep in mind the
fact that instead of undertaking

Navrajdeep Singh
navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: Two months after the

Patiala municipal corporation
awarded tenders, the development work related to the dairy
shifting project is in a limbo.
The state government had
awarded tenders for the
dairy shifting project to
the company — NH Constructions — in February.
Under the project, all the dairy
farm owners operating within the
city will be shifted to a 21-acre
project site at Ablowal village,
where they will be given plots at
government-controlled rates.
The tender has been allotted at
2.5% less than the reserved price
of ₹5.66 crore of the project.
The total cost of the project is
₹13.53 crore as the public works
department and other concerned
departments will initiate works
including the construction of
approach roads, sewerage treatment plant and power connections on the site.
REASON OF DELAY
An official pleading anonymity
said, “The work has been delayed
due to the row over complaints of
faulty allotment of tenders for the
development project filed by
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD).”
“We have been ensuring that

PROJECT TIMELINE
n 2003: The then CM Captain

Amarinder Singh provides
15-acre to Patiala MC at Ablowal
village. Officials concerned fail
to take up the issue
n 2007-2012: Strategies are
planned during the tenure of
the then mayor, Ajitpal Singh
Kohli. At the fag end of his
tenure, he initiates talks with
the forest ministry to get more
land.
n 2013: The Patiala civic body
takes possession of another five
acre, worth ₹16 lakh
n 2014: In July, the MC carries out
a fresh survey to identify the
number of dairies functioning
within city
n 2016: Tenders are invited for
the project, but the MC fails to
get any lucrative deals
n 2017: Tenders are floated again
at the reserved price of ₹7 crore
and work allotted to a NH
Constructions at 15% less than

all the formalities and documents
are completed so that no objection can be raised. It is an important project and we are not taking
any chances,” the official said.
Patiala municipal corporation’s superintending engineer
MM Syal said, “The tender was

Celebratory firing
lands sweets shop
owner in trouble
LUDHIANA : A New Aman Nagar
resident was arrested for allegedly opening fire in the air during
a wedding party at his house on
Saturday night.
The accused has been identified as Harpreet Singh, a sweets
shop owner. His relative, Davinder Singh, who also opened fire,
managed to flee.
ASI Jagdev Singh of Salem
Tabri police said Harpreet was
hosting a wedding party at his
house on Saturday night. While
dancing, he and Davinder fired in
the air with his licensed .32-bore
revolver.
Neighbours informed the
police, who reached the spot and
arrested Harpreet, while Davin-

>>htcity p3

Punish SAD-BJP for neglecting
Patiala dist: Preneet to voters

any development projects in the
Royal City, the SAD-BJP government sold properties of
Patiala and shifted funds to
Bathinda. It’s time to punish the

Tenders awarded, dairy
shifting project yet to kick off
n

6:47pm
6:06am

der left before their arrival.
Police also seized the revolver
used in the celebratory firing.
The duo has been booked
under Sections 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant) and 336 (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the Indian
Penal Code, and Sections
25/27/54 and 59 of the Arms Act.
The ASI said since the imposition of poll code ahead of the general elections, the commissioner
of police had ordered all arms
licence holders to deposit their
weapons with either police stations or gun houses. But the
accused defied the order, and
retained the weapon.
HTC

the reserved price; but Congress
government withheld tenders.
n September, 2017: State town
planning department raised
objections over selection of a
site at Ablowal village as it was
already designated for agriculture sector
n October, 2017: Patiala MC
moved the file for amendment
of master plan
n March, 2018: State government approves amendment in
the master plan of the site
functioning within city
n September 13, 2018: CM
instructed the MC and district
administration to complete
work related to the project
n December, 2018: MC moved
file for approval
n January, 2019: MC floated
tenders for the project
n February, 2019: Tenders
awarded to NH Constructions

awarded to NH construction and
they have been directed to start
the work at the earliest.”
“We have conducted field visits and the area has been cleared
for site development. We have
divided the work in a phased
manner to ensure speedy devel-

opment,” Syal said.
He said that discussions are on
to draft a blueprint related to
rehabilitation of the dairy
owners. Moreover, meetings
are being conducted with dairy
farm owners to discuss shifting
of their businesses.
BEGINNING OF
THE PROJECT
The project was announced in
2003 by the then chief minister
Captain Amarinder Singh, but
the municipal corporation had
not invited tenders for the construction of dairies on the outskirts of Patiala before last year.
The project was mooted in
order to shift the diaries present
within city limits, out of Patiala,
and to set up a common facility
along with a biogas plant, a sewage treatment plant and a veterinary hospital, so that the entire
operation can be streamlined.
The presence of 150 dairies
within the city limits is the main
reason behind frequent choking
of sewers and resultant waterlogging in different parts of Patiala,
the residents complain.
The project site has approximately 200 plots. Of these, 150 will
be allotted to the dairies that are
currently operating from the city.
The remaining plots will be allotted to others through a government auction.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : As many as 60
students of Centre for Social
Work at Panjab University
have provided training on menstrual hygiene to nearly 5,700
school and college students
across Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh and
Chandigarh in the past one
year, says campaign coordinator Gaurav Gaur.
Gaur says, “The training
module focuses on breaking
silence, products available and
their pros and cons, and how
to dispose-off the menstrual
hygiene products.”
Four students from the Centre received a five-day training
as master trainers from

THE TRAINING IS ABOUT
MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS
AVAILABLE, THEIR PROS
AND CONS, DISPOSAL OF
THE USED PRODUCTS
the UN agency Water Supply
and Sanitation Collaborative
(WSSCC) in January 2018, who
further trained 60 students in
the Centre.
With the main focus on breaking silence around menstruation, several awareness drives
were conducted across teaching
departments in the university
as well.
He says the WSSCC is a
technological partner and is
also collaborating with them in

n
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PATIALA: Members of the All

content,” he added.
Dubey said that the power
supply industry is in deep crisis.
On one hand, there is indiscriminate change of legislation and
policy resulting in entry of private sector in power and coal
mining sectors, thus opening
the floodgates to privatisation.
Padamjit Singh said that in
order to resolve this crisis, Discoms are being forced to enter
into power purchase agreements (PPAs) that in turn will
result in huge losses.
“The net result will be that
the losses and stress will be
shifted from the private
to the public sector. All this will
result in increase in consumer
tariffs,” he said.
“Even at present, the lack of
purchasing capacity is restraining universal electrification.
Cost of electricity needs to be
rationalized through reducing
the cost of electricity not merely
through increased subsidies.
Cost reduction should be
brought through standardisation, higher productivity,
energy efficiency and reducing
the intermediary organisations
between production and consumption,” he added.

SAD-BJP leaders for neglecting
Patiala district’s development,”
she said.
She said that after the formation of Congress government,
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh has sanctioned multiple development projects, worth
around ₹1,000 crore.
While addressing the rally in
Patiala, Mohindra urged people
to “avoid any political misadventure and experimentation.”
“Last time, you did experimentation and elected Aam
Aadmi Party candidate, but the
AAP MP failed to perform. AAP
is now divided into three parts
and every MLA and MP of the
party is fighting for his political
space. Dr Dharamvira Gandhi
had been shunted out AAP and is
in wilderness. It’s time people
vote for Congress, a trusted
party that is known for its development agenda,” he said.
At Patran, Preneet played the
development card and asked

people to vote for Congress to
strengthen Captain’s rule in
the state. She made promises of
brining more development projects to Patran.
At Nabha, the former Union
minister said that when Congress forms government at Centre, the state government will
demand tax relief for industries
by building special economic
zones in the border districts of
the state. This will help in
increasing employment opportunities in state.
She informed people about the
Congress’ promise of providing
₹72,000 annually to the economically weaker section and assured
them that the party has
researched on the viability of the
same before making the promise
in it’s election manifesto. “This
is not some lame promise like the
ones that were made by the BJP
government,” she said. Cabinet
minister Sadhu Singh Dharmsot
also spoke on the occasion.

Former MP Sant
Ram Singla
remembered on
his death anniv

Seminar on Jallianwala Bagh
massacre to be held tomorrow

HT Correspondent

of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, the Punjabi University
Patiala’s department of history,
will organise a national-level
seminar in its senate hall
here on April 9.
The theme of the national
seminar is ‘reinterpreting the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in
the contemporary context’.
Dr Mohammad Idris, head of
the history department, while
giving information about the
academic schedule of the semi-

n
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SANGRUR: Hundreds of Sangrur
residents paid their tributes to
former MP (member Parliament) and chairman of the Punjab Mandi Board, Sant Ram Singla, on his 14th death anniversary here on Sunday.
A remembrance meeting was
organised at the residence of his
son, state PWD (public works
department) minister and Sangrur MLA (member legislative
assembly) Vijay Inder Singla.
Rajpura MLA Hardial Singh
Kamboj, Fatehgarh Sahib
MLA Kuljit Singh Nagra, Sunam
MLA Aman Arora, Dhuri Dalvir
Singh Goldy and Ropar Amarjit
Singh Sandoa paid tribute to
Sant Ram Singla.
District Congress president
Rajinder Singh Raja said that
during his political career, Sant
Ram Singla had done a lot for the
development of the region.
“After him, his son Vijay
Inder Singla has been serving
the people of the area. Vijay
Inder has established PGI and a
cancer hospital in Sangrur along
with carrying out other development works,” said Raja.
Meanwhile, the Sangrur
MLA and his family paid homage
to his father.

5,700 students get menstrual
hygiene training in one year
HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

order to provide the material
for training sessions, including
manuals such as ‘Wash
and health for menstrual
hygiene management’.
Students conduct training
sessions with the help of videos,
exercises, interactions, documentary screenings, etc.
On different occasions,
trainers from WSSCC have
come to the centre for providing
further training to existing and
new students. Students are
given a joint certificate from the
centre and WSSCC on completing the training. WSSCC consultant Komal Ramdey had also
conducted a refresher session to
discuss the approaches available for them while working on
menstrual hygiene management awareness.

HT Correspondent
n
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PATIALA: Ahead of the centenary

THEME OF THE SESSION
IS ‘REINTERPRETING
THE MASSACRE IN
THE CONTEMPORARY
CONTEXT’
nar, said that professor Sukhdev
Singh Sohal, former head of the
department of history and
former chairman of the Ghadar
Chair at the Guru Nanak Dev
University in Amritsar, will
deliver the keynote address.
He added that Dr Gurbhej
Singh Guraya, of the Punjabi

‘Immunotherapy for
cancer treatment’
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Immunotherapy has

emerged as a game-changing
therapy in cancer treatment and
is increasingly being used as it
offers better quality of life, said
Dr Vineet Talwar, director of
medical oncology at the Rajiv
Gandhi Cancer Institute &
Research Centre, New Delhi.
He was speaking at a knowledge-sharing session on oncology
organised by the Indian Medical
Association, Ludhiana, in association with the centre, on Sunday.
“So far, it used to be only
chemotherapy. Now, targeted
therapy and immunotherapy are
being used increasingly. Targeted therapy drugs look for targets at cancer sites and are given
in addition to conventional
chemotherapy drugs to kill cancer cells and increase survival
rates. In case of immunotherapy,
which is a state-of-the-art therapy, the immune system of the
body is charged to an extent that
the body itself fights against cancer cells and pushes them out of
circulation,” said Dr Talwar.
Dr Manish Pruthi, consultant,
musculoskeletal oncology at
RGCI&RC, said, “There is an
urgent need to raise awareness
about sarcoma, the cancer of
bone and soft tissues, to save life
and limbs of the young, who are
falling prey to this cancer.
Though occurrence is rare, the
bone and soft tissue tumour occur
at a very young age like second or
third decade of life which is a very
productive age group. The need to
cure such tumours appropriately

Sahitya Akademi, Delhi, will be
the guest of honour at the inaugural session.
The inaugural session will be
presiding over by professor BS
Ghuman, vice-chancellor of the
Punjabi University, he said.
He added that the seminar is a
tribute the martyrs of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
“During the course of this
seminar, an attempt will be made
by historians, academicians and
research scholars to analyse the
significance of this episode of
history in the contemporary
times and in the freedom struggle of India,” he said.

484 AVAIL
BENEFITS AT
MEDICAL CAMPS
HELD IN SLUMS
HT Correspondent
n

n

Under immunotherapy, the
immune system is charged to
an extent that the body itself
fights against cancer cells HT

is higher since the patient needs
to live for another 50-60 years.”
“There is a need of awareness
as cases are being reported late
and there’s risk of losing limb in
young children. Usually, tumour
goes unnoticed in limbs or an
inappropriate surgery is conducted. In such a case, this leads
to damage and major risk of losing the limb, which affects the life
of young children. We need to preserve the function and cure the
cancer. So, if there is swelling or
persistent pain with swelling in
the limbs, then a sarcoma specialist should be consulted early,” Dr
Pruthi said.
Emphasising on early detection of cancer, Dr Talwar said, “If
treatment for 3-4 weeks does not
produce desired results, the
symptoms need to be investigated
swiftly. If there is presence of sore
throat, fever, lump, bleeding or
altered bowel habits, which don’t
settle down, early investigations
are a must. If we are able to catch
the cancer at an early state the
success rate of cure is very high.”

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The district health
department celebrated World
Health Day following the theme
of this year — Universal Health
Coverage: Everyone Everywhere — on Sunday.
The health department
organised five health camps at
slum areas in and around
Patiala city to tap in the needy
section of the society.
As many as 484 patients
attended the camps organised in
the slum areas in city.
The patients were provided
free medicines after consultation with specialist doctors.
Civil surgeon Dr Manjit
Singh said, “On the occasion of
the World Health Day, five medical camps were held.”
“The camps were organised
at Dheen Dhyaal Upadhyaay
Colony, Cheema Chowk,
Musalmania Basti, Gobind
Nagar and Shiv Mandir Dhillon
Colony with the help of staff of
nearby urban primary health
centres,” he said.
Civil surgeon Dr Manjit
Singh also said that he identified
11 patients of cataract who will
undergo surgery at Mata
Kaushalya Hospital.
In all these camps, 1,678
patients were benefitted.
Apart from these, camps
were also held at Nabha,
Rajpura and Samana towns of
the district.
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girl killed, 23 workers
Stage set for 64th National School 18-yr-old
injured as factory van overturns
Games in city, registration begins
HT Correspondent
n

SPORTING SPIRIT Competitions for both boys and girls will be conducted in three games — hockey ,
mini golf and sqay martial art; games to be held concurrently in Amritsar and conclude on April 12

›

HT Correspondent
n

Buses have been
arranged for
transportation of players
from their accommodation
to the venue of events
and vice versa.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: At least 1,859 players

from across the country have
arrived in the city to get themselves registered for 64th
National School Games that kick
off on Sunday.
The games, which will conclude on April 12, are being held
under the aegis of School Games
Federation of India (SGFI) and
will be held concurrently in
Amritsar that will host other
sports.
District education department, Ludhiana, is hosting competitions for both boys and girls
in three games — hockey
(under-19), mini golf (under-14, 17
and 19) and sqay martial art
(under-17).
Addressing the media on Saturday, district education officer
(secondary) Swaranjit Kaur said
the players and their team officials were being provided with all
kinds of facilities. They have been
accommodated in 17 schools of
the city with proper bedding.
“The department has also

SWARANJIT KAUR, district
education officer (secondary)

n

Players waiting for their turn to register for the National School Games at Government Smart School,
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
PAU, in Ludhiana on Saturday.

arranged buses for transportation of the players from their
accommodation to the venue of
events and vice versa,” she said.
State organiser Rupinder Ravi
said a team of education department had been deployed at the

railway station to receive the
team squads following which
they will be dropped to their
venues after registration.
There are 26 teams of girls and
28 teams of boys in hockey; for
mini golf, there are eight teams of

girls and 10 teams of boys in
under-14 category, 11 teams of
boys and 10 teams of girls in
under- 19 category; 10 boys and
nine girls teams in under-17 categories; and 10 teams each of boys
and girls for sqay.

The hockey matches of
under-19 boys/girls will be
played at astroturf, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU)
ground; Guru Nanak Public
School in Sarabha Nagar and
Government College for Boys,
Civil Lines. The matches of sqay
for under-17 boys/girls and mini
golf for under-14, 17, 19 boys/girls
will be held at PAU-based Government Senior Secondary
Smart School.
“Medical teams will be available at each venue to deal with
injuries and members of the organising committee will be available 24x7 for our guests,” Ravi said.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:An 18-year-old woman

labourer was killed, while 23 others were injured, after a van ferrying them to a factory overturned near Barmalipur in
Doraha on Saturday morning.
The deceased has been identified as Rajni, of Vinod Nagar,
Khanna. The condition of
another woman is stated to be
serious. She is undergoing treatment at Dayanand Medical College and Hospital. The remaining
injured were discharged after
first aid at local hospitals.
The Doraha police have registered a case against the van
driver, Darshan Singh. They
have also booked the labourers’
contractor, Ravi.
One of the passengers, Kapil,
19, resident of Samrala Road,
Khanna, told the police that the
van was ferrying 24 factory workers, including women, to Kangaroo Industries in Kanaich village,
Sahnewal.
He said the van driver was
driving recklessly, and did not
pay heed to the passengers’
requests to slow down.
Around 8:30am, as they
reached near Barmalipur Bridge,
the driver lost control over the
van, following which it overturned on the road. The impact of
the crash killed Rajni on the spot,

n

The damaged van after it overturned
at Barmalipur in Doraha on Saturday.
Rajni, 18,(right) was killed in the
HT PHOTO
mishap.

while the other passengers suffered injuries. The driver managed to flee the spot on foot.
ASI Baljinder Singh, the investigating officer, said the labourers told them that Darshan often
used to drive recklessly, and they
had made repeated complaints to
the labourer contractor, Ravi, but
he did not act on it.
Therefore, they had booked
Darshan and Ravi under Sections
279 (rash driving), 337 (causing

hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others), 338
(causing grievous hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) and 304-A (causing death by negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code.
The ASI said the van was in a
dilapidated condition. It was previously used as a school van. Ravi
had bought it to ferry labourers to
work.

SCOLDED BY
FAMILIES, TWO
BOYS FLEE HOME

‘Lifestyle changes must to fight out diabetes, hypertension’

LUDHIANA: Two friends left their
homes on Friday after their families scolded them for failing in
their final examinations.
The youths were traced to
Rajasthan on Saturday. A police
team has been despatched to
Rajasthan to bring the youths
back.
However, suspecting foul
play, the families have lodged a
case against unidentified
accused for confining the boys.
Chandar Thakur of GTB
Nagar of Jamalpur stated his 20year-old son Akshay, a student
at a polytechnic college, had
failed in the final examination.
He said he scolded him for it.
He said then his son went to
the house of one of his friends
Neeraj of Mundian, who had also
failed in the exams. Then both of
them fled the city from here.
Head constable Balwinder
Pal, investigating the case, said
families suspected they had
been kidnapped, following
which a case under Section 346
(wrongful confinement in secret)
of the Indian Penal Code was
HTC
registered.

LUDHIANA : With Punjab fast turn-

Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

ing into a diabetes and hypertension capital of the country, five
students of the Christian Medical
College and Hospital (CMCH)
have suggested lifestyle changes
to improve health in a research
paper presented by them at the
Junior World Congress on NonCommunicable Diseases (NCDs)
going on at the college.
The paper called “Ludhiana
Declaration” was on display at the
congress.
Head of the endocrine and diabetes unit of the CMCH, Dr Jubbin Jagan Jacob, said, “We have
asked the students, who came
from different medical institutes
from across the country to participate in the JWC, to read the
paper and also leave their signatures. Those who sign on the
Ludhiana Declaration will be
our awareness ambassadors.
These students will visit their
respective institutions and
spread awareness about healthy
lifestyle.”
Christeena Geneev, Gursimar
Kaur, Sneha Jayswal, Nida
Naaem and Kriti Kalra, MBBS

students of CMC, have compiled
the paper.
Christeena Geneev, one of the
writers, said, “The region is
already grappling with the problem of sedentary lifestyle and bad
eating habits that involve deep
frying and excessive use of junk
food, oils and other contents
which are high on fat and carbohydrates. And, to top it all, the
screen-based entertainment,
such as Indian Premier League
(IPL), has increased sedentary
living, which is responsible for
about one-third deaths due to
heart diseases, bowel cancer, and
diabetes.”
She was quick to add that for
every two hours that a person
watches television over the daily
recommendation, the risk of diabetes increases by 14%.
She said that hyper-networking and texting is also increasing
smoking, drinking and sexual
activity leading eventually to
sleep disorders, decreased academic performance, depression
and suicide.
MORNING CYCLE RALLY
MARKS DAY 2 OF JWC
The second day of the Junior
World Congress (JCW) at the

SPARE TIME FOR YOUR HEALTH
n Walk for five minutes every

two hours

n

n Get up and walk around or march

in place during TV commercials
n Do a few sets of heel raises,

where you stand on your toes
n Always stand or walk around
when you’re on the phone
n Do a set or two of push-ups

Christian Medical College commenced with an early morning
cycle rally from CMCH to
Rakhbagh.
The rally was aimed at spreading awareness against non-communicable diseases (NCDs). The
importance of a healthy lifestyle
with adequate exercise was

against the kitchen counter
Perform up to 10 repeats (reps)
of stand-and-sit exercises, where
you rise from a chair without
using your arms and then sit
down again to complete one rep.

A fruit a day keeps
the doctor away
n

Have a fruit in breakfast

emphasised as the number one
approach to combat NCDs.
Principal Dr Jeyaraj Pandian
said, “Through our cycling marathon, we have sought to design a
dynamic congress for young
minds where they learn how to
combat NCDs not only in theory
but also in practice.”

n
n

Eat salad in lunch
Ensure a fruit for a mid-afternoon snack

A green vegetable and a
baked potato with dinner
Cut down on carbohydrates to
lower blood sugar and insulin
levels. It is incredibly effective in
treating all five symptoms seen
in dreaded metabolic syndrome
which include:
n Abdominal obesity (fat around
the waist)
n Elevated blood pressures
n Elevated blood sugar levels
n High triglycerides (oily stuff in
your blood)
n Low (good) HDL cholesterol
levels.
Dr CHANDY’S TALK KICKS
OFF ACADEMIC EVENTS
Academic events began with Dr
Mammen Chandy addressing the
delegates at the JWC.
Dr Chandy is a member of the
Indian Society of Haematology
and Blood Transfusion and American Society of Haematology.

He has been awarded the prestigious Dr BC Roy Award as Eminent Medical Person of the Year
by the Medical Council of India
(MCI).
Dr Chandy spoke on the trends
in precision medicine and personalised cancer. He also emphasised
on the role of biotechnology in the
field of medicine. Dr Chandy
motivated students about choosing their career in medicine.
The other speakers included
Dr Nihal Thomas (CMC Vellore)
who talked on rare types of diabetes mellitus; and Dr Derek De Sa
(University of British Columbia)
who gave a talk on multiple
endocrine neoplasia (MEN) in
children.
Workshops on oncology and
mental health were also conducted. The mental health workshop, named Mind Matters, was
conducted by Dr Sangeeta Mahajan, a CMC alumna, who is currently working in London as a
consultant anaesthetist.
She works closely with Health
Education, England, and the
Association of Anaesthetists of
Great Britain to bring about organisational changes to improve the
working condition of students
and doctors. She was accompa-

nied by her husband Simon
Davies, who is a mental health
first aid provider in Britain.
The duo engaged the students
in interactive sessions during the
workshop and discussed topics
such as peer pressure, depression
and suicide.
The oncology workshop was
organised by multiple doctors
from the CMCH, including Dr
Joseph John (professor and head,
department of clinical haematology), Dr Pamela Jeyaraj (professor and head, department of radiation oncology), Dr Naveen Kakkar (professor and head,
department of haematology), Dr
Kanwardeep Kwatra (associate
professor, department of pathology), Dr Preeti Paul (associate
professor, department of pathology) and Dr Aikaj Jindal (head of
the department of transfusion
medicine), Dr Jyotika (assistant
professor, department of transfusion medicine) and Sangeeta
Samuel (nursing superintendent,
department of haematoncology).
To add some fun and colour to
the event, cultural booths were
set up by international delegates
from Singapore, Bangladesh and
Thailand showcasing the rich
heritage of their countries.

Labourer found 500gm heroin, cache of drugs seized, 2 held Engg student
arrested for raping
stabbed to death
former schoolmate
with ear sliced off
HT Correspondent
n

LUDHIANA:A 26-year-old labourer
was found stabbed to death with
his ear sliced off on the Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
campus on Friday night.
His family suspect that he was
robbed and murdered as his
mobile phone and wallet were
missing.
However, as the victim had
stab wounds on the head and his
ear cut off, police suspect personal rivalry behind the crime.
The victim has been identified
as Santosh Kumar, his family
lone breadwinner. He was married five months ago, and lived
with his wife Rachna, his mother
and his paternal uncle on the
PAU premises for the past few
months.
Rachna told the police that on
Friday, Santosh’s uncle Achhe
Ram asked him to buy a ceiling
fan for the house. Therefore, he

left for the market in the evening,
but never returned. When he did
not answer multiple calls to his
mobile phone, they started
searching for him on the university campus, and found him lying
in a pool of blood.
She said they sounded the
police, and made multiple calls
for an ambulance, but could not
get one. So, they themselves
rushed him to the civil hospital in
a three-wheeler. However, doctors declared him brought dead.
Later, police reached the crime
scene and initiated investigation.
Rachna said she suspected that
someone murdered her for his
money and mobile phone.
ACP Sameer Verma said the
PAU police had registered a case
under Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code against the
unidentified accused. A postHTC
mortem was conducted.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : In a major bust, police
recovered 500gm heroin and a
huge cache of psychotropic drugs
with the arrest of two men in separate cases on Friday night.
In the first case, the Ludhiana
unit of special task force (STF)
arrested a man, identified as
Aminder Singh, 30, of Maha
Singh Nagar of Daba.
As many as 2,042 tablets and
capsules of psychotropic drugs,
40gm heroin and 14 vials of liquid
heroin were recovered from him.
Police said he had been smuggling drugs from his medical
store “Khungar Medical Hall” in
Giaspura for more than one year.
STF additional inspector general (AIG) Snehdeep Sharma said

ACCUSED HAD SET UP
A ROOM BEHIND HIS
MEDICAL STORE, WHERE
HE USED TO INJECT
CUSTOMERS WITH
HEROIN FOR ₹500 TO
₹700 PER DOSE

the accused was passing by a
check post on 33 Feet Road in
Giaspura area when he was
stopped for checking.
On searching his scooter, the
STF team recovered 20 bottles of
cough syrup and 40gm heroin
from his possession.
Later, on his information, an
STF team, along with a health
department team, conducted a

raid at his store and recovered
2,042 pills, 14 vials of liquid heroin
and 60 empty syringes.
The AIG said the accused had
confessed that he himself was a
drug addict. “He had set up a
room behind his medical store,
where he used to inject customers
with heroin for ₹500 to ₹700 per
dose. Besides, he used to sell psychotropic drugs to people without
doctor’s prescription,” he said.
The AIG said that the licence of
the shop was in the name of one
Pawan Kumar of Makkar Colony,
and the accused used to pay him
monthly rent for using his
licence.
Inspector Harbans Singh,
in-charge, STF Ludhiana, said
the accused had confessed that he
used to procure psychotropic
drugs from a Chandigarh-based

ON A RALLY SPREE

suppliers, while he sourced the
heroin from three city-based
drug peddlers. They have been
identified, and efforts are on to
arrest them, the inspector said.
In another case, the STF
arrested Hardeep Singh Sidhu,
25, of Jaspal Bangar village, Sahnewal, and recovered 460gm heroin from him.
Arrested from Giaspura, the
accused was wanted in three
more cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, and has been into
drug peddling for the past four
years. Inspector Harbans said
Hardeep knew Aminder, and
they were verifying if they operated together. Separate cases
under the NDPS Act have been
registered against the duo at the
STF station in Mohali.

19-yr-old’s suicide:
Accused sent to
judicial custody
MOHALI:Three accused who alleg-

Diagnostic centre
owner held for fraud
CHANDIGARH :Owner of a diagnostic centre was held for immigration fraud by illegally conducting
medical tests of work visa applicants. Police said Medinoo Diagnostic Centre was registered in
the name of accused Sarwan
Kumar, but his employees were
operating the facility and conducting medical tests of such
applicants without authorisation
by the ministry of external affairs
and Canadian consulate.
Those conducting the tests

were not even empanelled, police
added. Recently arrested Malkit
Kaur, who had duped several people in immigration fraud, used to
refer his clients to Sarwan. “They
would collect cash from clients
and keep no record of any kind of
payment made or received,” said
an official privy to the matter.
An FIR under IPC section 420
has been registered at the Sector-34 police station. The accused
has been sent to three-day police
remand.
HTC

n

Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal (extreme left) and Kharar halqa in-charge
Ranjit Singh Gill (extreme right) greeting Himachal Pradesh chief minister Jairam Thakur
(centre), who was in Mohali on Saturday to campaign for Prem Singh Chandumajra (second
from right), Akali candidate from Anandpur Sahib parliamentary seat.
HT PHOTO

edly abetted suicide of a 19-yearold youth in Kharar were sent to
judicial custody on Saturday.
The fourth one continues to be at
large. “We produced the trio
before a court and they have been
sent to 14-day judicial custody,”
said IO Keval Singh. Accused,
Rinku, Rama and Surinder, were
arrested on Friday from Kharar
two days after the incident, while
their aide Bunty is absconding.
Akbar had hanged himself on
Wednesday, reportedly after her
mother’s clothes were torn by the
accused who had come to thrash
him. On the complaint of Akbar’s
mother, police had registered a
first information report (FIR)
under section 306 (abetment to
suicide) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) against the accused. HTC

HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA : An engineering stu-

dent has been arrested for raping his former schoolmate after
sedating her, and blackmailing
her with her nude videos.
The accused, identified as
Harsh Devgan, 18, resident
of Vishwakarma Colony, is
pursuing a diploma in
engineering.
He was arrested on the complaint of a 19-year-old woman,
pursuing BA first year from a
city college.
REMAINED IN TOUCH
AFTER SCHOOL
A resident of Prabhat Nagar, the
victim told the police that Devgan and she had passed out from
the same school, and had
remained in touch after finishing school.
After she got engaged, she
shared the news with Devgan,
who said he knew her fiancé
well, and he had multiple
affairs.
He summoned her on March
29 saying that he needed to
share some important details
about her fiancé.
He then took her to a hotel in
Basant Park, and offered her a
glass of juice.
The woman alleged that she
woke up after a while, realising
she had been drugged and
raped, and found Devgan filming her in naked state.
When she confronted him, he
threatened to send her nude videos to her fiancé if she shared
the incident with anyone.
On returning home, she narrated the matter her parents,

AFTER THE WOMAN
TOLD THE ACCUSED
THAT SHE GOT ENGAGED,
HE SUMMONED HER TO
SHARE SOME DETAILS
ABOUT HER FIANCE; BUT
HE TOOK HER TO A HOTEL
WHERE HE DRUGGED
AND RAPED HER
who took her to the police station to lodge an FIR.
Assistant sub-inspector Sulakhan Singh of Division Number
6 station, who is investigating
the case, said acting on the
woman’s complaint, they had
arrested Devgan.
He has been booked under
Sections 376 (rape), 328 (causing
hurt by means of poison, etc.,
with intent to commit an
offence) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code, and Section 67 (publishing or transmitting
obscene material in electronic
form) of the Information Technology Act.
The accused was produced
before a court on Saturday,
and sent to jail on judicial
remand.
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aparazzi is the reason
fans get to see candid
moments of their
beloved celebs. As for the
celebs, while some love to
get papped, others are okay
with the paparazzi but don’t
want their kids to get clicked,
especially when it can lead to
brutal social media trolling.
Sometime back, Kajol and
Ajay Devgn’s daughter Nysa
was badly trolled, even bodyshamed for her airport look.
The 14-year-old was
wearing a blue long hoodie
dress and the moment the
photo was uploaded online,
people started commenting
on her looks, that she
forgot to wear her
pants etc.
Ajay Devgn says that the
entire incident hurt not just
Nysa, but the entire family.
Ajay sounded quite disturbed
while talking about the
incident.
“She is just a 14-year-old
and I feel, at times, people
forget that and talk rubbish.
She was wearing such a long
shirt and she was also
wearing shorts. Now because
of the length of the shirt, her
shorts weren’t visible and the
kid got trolled for that,” says
Ajay in one breath, adding, “I
don’t know what kind of
people these are and because
of them we are paying the
price. I request the paparazzi
to at least leave the children
alone.”
“Why are they paying the
price for their famous
parents? I don’t think any
child is okay with paparazzi.
They want their space. They

P

ARMED FOR
ACTION!

ALSO IN THE PIPELINE

n Bishnu Shrestha: Himesh

Reshammiya has reportedly
bought the rights of a biopic
on the Army officer who
fought against 40 armed
hijackers in a running train.

n Late Vikram Batra:

After Uri and Kesari’s success, over
10 films revolving around armed
forces have been announced.
Experts say the more the merrier
Prashant Singh
hat’s common
between Haqeeqat
(1995), Border (1997),
1971 (2007) and
Lakshya (2004)? Well, they are
all much-loved Hindi movies
based around Indian armed
forces and military personnel.
Right from the start, Hindi filmmakers have taken inspiration
— albeit intermittently — from
real-life incidents vis-à-vis
India’s military forces and
soldiers.

W

SALUTING BRAVERY
Interestingly though,
Bollywood’s 2019 calendar has
kicked off with two such
biggies — Uri: The Surgical
Strike and Kesari. And now,
we’ve learnt that over 10 films
based around Indian armed
forces or military personnel
are in various stages of
production. For starters, big
names such as Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, Bhushan Kumar and
Abhishek Kapoor along with
producer Mahaveer Jain are
set to make a film on the
February 26 air strikes on
Jaish-e-Mohammad facilities
in Pakistan’s Balakot.
That’s not all. Ajay DevgnParineeti Chopra starrer Bhuj
— The Pride of India revolves
around the life of an IAF Wing
Commander, Vijay Karnik,
who was in charge of Bhuj
airport during the 1971 IndoPakistan war. “They are our
real heroes, and we are all
extremely proud of India’s
armed forces,” says Bhushan,

who also produces Bhuj. “We
may have heard about certain
incidents vis-à-vis our armed
forces and army persons
through newspapers or TV, but
bringing on the big screen what
happened behind the scenes
makes such stories more
interesting as well as
engrossing,” he adds.

TALES OF VALOUR
Currently, Janhvi Kapoor is
busy with Kargil Girl, a biopic
of IAF pilot Gunjan Saxena,
who is known as India’s firstever woman combat pilot. Plus,
Meghna Gulzar is set to make a
film on the life of late Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw.
“Our soldiers are the pride of

Janhvi
Kapoor
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
JANHVIKAPOOR

Sidharth Malhotra is set to
play the Kargil martyr in his
new film.

n Late Arun Khetarpal:

n Rifleman Jaswant Singh

Producer Dinesh Vijan teams
up with Sriram Raghavan for
a film on the life of the
youngest recipient of the
Param Vir Chakra —
posthumously — at 21.

our nation. So, it’s great that
film-makers are taking up such
great stories. Also, it’s easy to
identify with those tales as we
have heard about them at some
point,” says trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. Also in the
pipeline is a film on Gabbar
Singh Negi, a soldier in the
British Indian Army during the
First World War and a
recipient of the Victoria Cross.
So, the big question is: Are
there too many films on armed
forces/soldiers in the making?
Bhushan doesn’t think so. “It’s
not like everyone is attempting
films on the same incident/
subject. So, that shouldn’t
actually be a cause of worry,”
he says. Adarsh concurs: “It all
depends on how a script is
worked out, and how a director
brings the story alive on the big
screen. Ultimately, it all boils
down to the treatment [given to
the story].”

Rawat: Sushant Singh
Rajput will star in Rifleman,
reportedly based on the
soldier’s life, who attained
martyrdom during the SinoIndian War in 1962.

message”. “What he did and the
life he lived was absolutely
exemplary and unbelievable.”
Akshay sums the mood by
saying that he finds himself
“extremely grateful” and
“fortunate” that he “could
bring out such a brave and
inspirational story [of Battle of
Saragarhi] to audiences.”
n

STOP PRESS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/WILLSMITH

BIG RESPONSIBILITY

GOT NEW MEANING TO
LIFE AFTER VISITING
INDIA: WILL SMITH

Actors and film-makers,
though, want to rather focus
on the “quality of the films”.
Says Sidharth: “It [a film
on late Vikram Batra] is
possibly the most
challenging and toughest
role of my life. It’s also an
emotional responsibility
to play that character
because the family of
Vikram Batra felt that I
can play his role.”
Producer Dinesh Vijan,
too, finds a film on
Arun Khetarpal a
“huge responsibility with
an extremely inspirational

ollywood star Will Smith
says he got a new
perspective towards life
after exploring the culture
of India. Smith, who has
visited India on several
occasions has expressed his
fondness for the country on
the social media. The actor
shared some glimpses of his
trip to Haridwar. “My
Grandmother used to say,
‘God teaches through
experience’. Travelling to
India and experiencing the
colours, people and natural
beauty has awakened a
new understanding of
myself, my art and the
truths of the world,” he
posted along with several
photographs.
— IANS

H

usician Yo Yo Honey
Singh is quite a brand in
the music circuit, and this
36-year-old credits his family
for all his success. “My whole
life and career is dedicated to
my family. During my break
around 2014, I wasn’t able to
compose music. There was a lot
of support from my family at
that time. I made a lot of songs
during this period [that
released and became hits in
2017-18],” he says.
In January, Yo Yo,
completed eight years of
marriage to Shalini, who he
says has been instrumental in
helping him stay strong.
“My wife and I have known
each other for 17 years. She has
been supportive throughout
my bad phase, when even my
family didn’t know how to
handle the situation. She is a
brave lady and because of her,

M

many things in my life have
become splendid,” says Yo Yo,
adding that apart from being
his pillar of strength, Shalini is
also his harshest critic. “She is
a good critic as well. She does
not always praise my songs.”
If Shalini is his critic, then
Yo Yo’s father can
successfully predict the
popularity of a song. “My
father is a great listener. He
predicts very well whether a
song will be a hit or not,” he
says. However, its his mother,
who arguably has had the
biggest impact on his career,
shares the singer. Recalling the
time when he was suffering
from bipolar disorder, Yo Yo
says his mother helped him
with the lyrics of his popular
hit, Dheere Dheere.
“When I was not keeping
well in 2015, Mr Bhushan
[Kumar] from T-Series said
that the only medicine for what
I am going through is to make

Yo Yo Honey
Singh; and wife
Shalini (inset)
PHOTOS: VIRAL
BHAYANI,
INSTAGRAM/
YYHSOFFICIAL

music, which I wasn’t doing for
the past two years. So, I started
making remakes. When I was
stuck in verse two, my mom
came in and helped. She has a
lot of influence on my music.
Her poetry and music sense is
beautiful,” he says.
Yo Yo signs off by saying

that he is lucky to have a
“musical family” around him.
“Even when I make something
in the future I will ask them to
help me. After all, no one’s
above family. They are your
only well wishers. Others are
just passers-by.”
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

www.youtube.com/user/ht

want to not dress up
every time they step out,
so it’s very sad when
such things happen,” he
says.
The actor goes on to say
that his children have kept
him grounded. Ajay makes
sure that he only associates
himself with films that the
entire family can watch
together. And he also
accepts that they are
honest when it comes to
judging his work.
“My son is critical about a
lot of things. A few days back
[during the promotions of
Total Dhamaal] I was
watching something on my
iPad and [Yug] was watching
TV, so I told him he has
watched enough TV and it’s
time for him to sleep. He
pointed at my iPad and said
why am I on it then? When
I said I work all day and get
this one hour only to
unwind, he said to me, ‘but
you are not working, you are
only doing promotions’. He is
that blunt,” says Ajay with a
laugh.
Ajay also adds that if they
don’t like any of his films,
they don’t think twice
before expressing themselves.
Ask him if he and Kajol
would be okay with their kids
joining the industry, and he
says, “Right now, Nysa is
studying in Singapore. And I
feel she is not interested in
films as of now. But yes, it
will be completely her
choice. Same goes for Yug.
We will support them in
whatever career choices
they make,” he says with a
smile.
n

PHOTO: SARANG
GUPTA/HT

I don’t think any child is okay with paparazzi. They want
their space. They want to not dress up every time they
step out, so it’s very sad when such things happen.
AJAY DEVGN, ACTOR

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Interesting time to experiment: Rajkummar
Prashant Singh
ight from his debut film,
Love Sex Aur Dhokha
(2010), he made people sit
up and take notice of his
immense talent.
Be it audiences or critics,
one thing that everyone feels
actor Rajkummar Rao has
impressed with, is the sheer
honesty in his performances.
“I feel if the honesty
is missing, that will
corrupt everything,” says
the actor.
In fact, the Newton (2017)
actor has an interesting
comparison to make.
“It’s like a fake relationship
wherein you can play-act that
you really love your partner
but somewhere you know that
you don’t and that you are just
acting. That’s being corrupt
and also a sign of a corrupt
relationship. The same logic
applies to your work as well
because if you aren’t being
honest to your work, and
performance, it won’t
be a truthful appearance,” he
says. But Rajkummar is
“very glad” that his first few
films can be called
“successful”.
He explains: “If you are a
newcomer whose first few
films don’t work at the box
office and then if people don’t
want to make a film with you,
I totally understand that.”
“Why would anybody want
to make a film with you?
Somewhere, cinema isn’t just
art but also business.
Whoever puts in money [in
films] would rightfully want
their investment back.”
“Now, thanks to whatever
work I have done till now,
there is a certain investment
that people can make on me.”
The Gangs of Wasseypur Part 2 (2012) actor feels that
things are changing rapidly
and for good.
“If you look at Stree (2018),
or even Bareilly Ki Barfi
(2017), they are commercial
films, but the performances
and the kind of characters
they have are very real and
rooted. I feel cinema has
changed somewhere.
Everybody is experimenting
now and it’s an interesting
time for those experiments
because our audience too —
somewhere — expect that as
they are ready to welcome
such stories, something
which is unique and out
of the box. So, it’s an
extremely welcome

R

Honey Singh: My
wife is a brave lady
Samarth Goyal

prashant.singh@htlive.com

instagram.com/htcity

Whymustkidspay
thepricefortheir
famousparents?
AsksAjayDevgn
Shreya Mukherjee

(From left)
Sidharth
Malhotra, Late
Field Marshal
Sam
Manekshaw,
Sushant Singh
Rajput and
Parineeti Chopra

twitter.com/htshowbiz

Everybody is
experimenting
now and it’s an
interesting time
for those
experiments.
RAJKUMMAR RAO, ACTOR
change,” says Rajkummar,
adding that he just wants
to be “part of interesting”
scripts.
“And, I will never be shy
away from [taking up]
anything interesting,” he
sums up.

PHOTO:
ROHAN
SHRESTHA
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Your stars on the professional front may soon
begin to shine bright. Rectifying a mistake in
time may save you from big trouble on the
professional front. You will manage to
hold your own on the academic front.
Additional perks are likely for some.
Positive thoughts promise to keep you
ARIES
motivated
the whole day.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon
Your determination and dedication is likely to
ease out things on the academic front and
help you join the lead pack. Something
organised by you on the travel front
promises to be a thumping success. You
may face difficulties by not adopting a
systematic approach to problem solving
at work.

SAGITTARIUS

Good company may make you shop till you
drop! You will have enough to splurge and
enjoy your heart out. Your efforts for
attaining perfect health are likely to pay
rich dividends. Moodiness of a family
member can keep you on your toes. An
old love affair may get revived after a
TAURUS
chance
meeting with an ex-flame.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green
Someone’s motivating words are likely to boost
your confidence. You may get the
opportunity to express your ideas at work.
Some of you can be pulled up for lagging
behind in a project on the academic
front. Keep spouse in a happy
demeanour today, if you want a peaceful
VIRGO
environment at home today!
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 5 Colour: Dark Green
You may get a chance to reciprocate someone’s
helpful gesture. Stars seem strong for those
in real estate business or planning to
acquire property. You will have the
money to spend on something
worthwhile. Someone may become your
source of inspiration. A balanced diet is
going to be the need of the hour.

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Allu Arjun: The actor, who primarily works in
Telugu cinema is known for his films such Arya,
Bunny, Desamuduru and Rudhramadevi. He turns
36 today.

Getting closer to someone important on the
business front may benefit you immensely,
so grasp the opportunity. Professionally,
you are likely to make your position
stronger, as whatever you do turns out
right. It is best to shed inhibitions and
openly express your feelings for
someone you love.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Good career planning will see you making a
steady upward progress up the corporate
ladder. You will manage to perform better
than expected on the academic front.
Advice of well wishers is likely to benefit
you immensely on the social front. You
are
not likely to face any problems as far
CANCER
as health is concerned.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 18 Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: White

You will be able to persuade someone to do
your bidding on the work front. Brilliance of
a new set-up will slowly begin to fade. It is
time to get your act together and focus
only on things that matter in the long
run. Someone may try to sway you from
your chosen path. Mixed signals on the
romantic front may confuse you.

You appear to have run out of steam on the
academic front, so do something about it
fast before your performance gets
affected. At work, your motivation will
be at the highest level. Frittering away
your savings on mundane things is
indicated for some. A golden
CAPRICORN
opportunity to travel overseas may come.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Dark Pink

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Beige

SUDOKU

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
M ON DAY, A P R I L 0 8 , 2 0 1 9

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

You will successfully manage to resist peer
pressure against doing something
inappropriate. Efforts on the professional
front will get you the kind of recognition
you desire. Things will be to your liking
on the home front, as your ideas and
suggestions are taken. Stars are likely to
favour those in a legal tangle.

You will need to be fair in your decisions, if you
don’t want subordinates to give their best.
Now that you know the trend of your
current workplace, you will be able to
plan your strategy well. Your inner voice
will be the best guide on the romantic
front. There is merit in someone’s
attempt to curb your extravagance.

Your wait for something important is all but
over, so expect things to look up. Those on
vacation may return with fond memories.
Someone at work may not oblige you by
extending a helping hand. There are
things you want to discuss with your
close ones, but they may not have the
PISCES
time for you, at least not today.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 3 Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 9 Colour: Dark Yellow

Bill Watterson

Mark Hamill
PHOTO: GETTY
IMAGES

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar’s script of
Sholay was rejected by many producers
and directors, before Ramesh Sippy and
his father finally picked it up.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3049
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BHAER
E N IIS
UN T RO D
ILN O GV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Rehab, nisei, rotund, loving
ANSWER: Advertising is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century - Marshall McLuhan

Sir Elton John
PHOTO: AFP

egendary singer Elton
John has joined Hollywood
star George Clooney’s call
for a boycott of nine hotels
owned by the Sultan of Brunei,
after the Southeast Asian
nation enacted new laws
making homosexual acts
punishable by death, starting
April 3.
“I believe that love is love
and being able to love as we
choose is a basic human right.
Wherever we go, my husband
David and I deserve to be
treated with dignity and
respect — as do each and every
one of the millions of LGBTQ+
people around the world,”
John said in a statement.
According to reports, the

L

Grammy-winning singer and
founder of the Elton John
AIDS Foundation went on to
commend Clooney for
speaking out on the issue.
“Discrimination on the
basis of sexuality is plain
wrong and has no place in any
society. That’s why I commend
my friend, George Clooney, for
taking a stand and calling out
the anti-gay discrimination
and bigotry now being
enshrined in law in the
nation of Brunei, a place
where gay people are
brutalized or worse,” the
statement read.
Clooney had criticised
Brunei’s announcement that
the country will impose the
death penalty for gay sex or
adultery.
IANS

CLOONEY HAD
CRITICISED BRUNEI’S
ANNOUNCEMENT
THAT THE COUNTRY
WILL IMPOSE THE
DEATH PENALTY FOR
GAY SEX OR
ADULTERY

SOLUTION SUDOKU

EltonJohnspurns
hotelsownedby
SultanofBrunei

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

_____________ is the greatest art form of the twentieth
century
- Marshall McLuhan (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

DREW WANTS TO
MAKE MORE MOVIES
WITHADAM
ollywood star Drew
Barrymore says she
wants to reteam for a
movie with her frequent
collaborator and good friend,
Adam Sandler.
The duo have already costarred in three films — The
Wedding Singer (1998), 50
First Dates (2004), and
Blended (2014).
When asked if she would
like to work with any of her
previous co-stars again,
Barrymore said, “Adam
Sandler, obviously, just
because I want to make
movies with him forever. We
just talked on the phone the
other day. We talk on the
phone often, and we were
like, it feels like something, I
don’t know. We always get
like a time and an instinct
thing. We’ve done it three
times now, so we know we
have more to go.”
The actor had also credited
Sandler for her success
in her 2015 book,
Wildflower.
“He was hot s**t and he
believed in me. It’s a little bit
of a love letter to him because
I have grown with this
person,” she had written in
the book in a chapter
dedicated to Sandler, titled
Adam.

H

PTI

Mark Hamill will be
the voice of Chucky
ollywood star Mark
Hamill is going to voice
the iconic killer doll
Chucky, in the upcoming
Child’s Play franchise.
According to reports, the
Star Wars stalwart, who has
portrayed Luke Skywalker,
has joined a cast that includes
Aubrey Plaza, Gabriel
Bateman and Brian Tyree
Henry in the “contemporary
re-imagining” of the 1988
horror hit, that follows the
malevolent path of a Buddi
doll, that is sentient,
bloodthirsty and not as
friendly as his smile.
The news was announced
at an event in WonderCon, in
Anaheim, USA. Fans
bellowed their excitement
when Hamill appeared on
overhead video screens in a
taped greeting.
“If you are wondering who
is going to play Chucky in the
new Child’s Play,” Hamill

H

MOVIES ON TV
& PICTURES
1056 Ra. One
1404 Genius
1717 Commando - A One
Man Army
2000 Satyameva Jayate
2254 Anaconda
UTV MOVIES
1215 1920
1505 The Big Lion
Gajakessari
1735 Vinashak-Destroyer
2020 Alex Pandian
2315 Shahenshah

Drew Barrymore
(right) and Adam
Sandler (left) have
worked in three
movies so far
PHOTOS: AFP;
INSTAGRAM/

MOVIES OK
1105 Golmaal 3
1410 Housefull 3
1705 Swarg
2000 Vivegam
2300 Khatta Meetha
MOVIES NOW
0900 Alice In Wonderland
1105 Beauty And The Beast:
Enchanted Christmas

said, adding “you are looking
at him.”
He is an accomplished
voice actor with scores of
credits in animated films,
television shows, video
games, radio dramas and web
projects. The signature role
among his voice credits to
date is the Joker, the DC
Comics villain he portrayed
first in 1992 on Batman: The
IANS
Animated Series.

FANS BELLOWED
THEIR EXCITEMENT
WHEN HAMILL
APPEARED ON
OVERHEAD VIDEO
SCREENS IN A TAPED
GREETING

1335 Frozen
1515 Modern Times
1650 Brave
1850 Entrapment
2100 Cars 2
2305 Waterworld
WB
0855 Monkey Trouble
1029 Ghosts Of Girlfriends
Past
1208 Up In The Air
1402 Fool’s Gold
1555 Hall Pass
1737 Meet The Parents
1921 Striptease
2101 Poseidon
STAR MOVIES
1131 Fantastic Four
1330 The Chronicles Of
Narnia: The Voyage Of
The Dawn Treader
1536 Ice Age: The Meltdown
1717 Ice Age: Collision Course
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Commando

ADAMSANDLER
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