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VIRAT KOHLI, MANDHANA WIN TOP WISDEN AWARDS

SCallowsleakedRafale
papersinreviewpetition
OBJECTIONS REJECTED Court denies claim of ‘privilege’ over ministry files
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: TheSupremeCourton

Wednesday ruled that it would
take into account information
based on leaked official documentswhiledecidingonthemerits of review petitions filed
againstitsDecember2018verdict
rejecting a court-monitored
probe of ~59,000 crore Rafale jet
fighter deal.
The court’s ruling is a setback
tothegovernment,whichargued
that this information was privileged. In its response, the court
seemed to suggest that public
interest outweighs all else and
that,evenifthedocumentsaren’t
in the public domain, it might
have asked to see them.
“Such an exercise, however,
would not be necessary in the
present case as the document[s]
being in public domain and
within the reach and knowledge
oftheentirecitizenry,apractical
and common sense approach
wouldleadtotheobviousconclusionthatitwouldbemeaningless
and an exercise in utter futility
forthecourttorefrainfromreadingand considering thesaiddocument or from shutting out its
evidentiary worth and value,”
said a three-judge bench led by
CJI Ranjan Gogoi.
The government argued that
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SC ORDER KICKS OFF FRESH WAR OF WORDS
WHAT THE COURT SAID
■ SC said it will take into account information

from leaked official documents while
deciding on the merits of petitions seeking a
review of its December 2018 verdict in the
Rafale fighter jet deal
■ It said the govt cannot claim privilege over

the documents as they had been published
in media reports and aree “thus
“th
available in the public domain”

■ The Supreme Court will

now consider whether
to probe the deal or not
■ A date for hearing the

review petitions is yet
to be fixed

the pleadings in the review petitions by former Union ministers
YashwantSinhaandArunShourie, and advocate Prashant
Bhushan weren’t bona fide (in
goodfaith)sincethenewmaterial
relieduponbythepetitionerswas
“sensitive” and accessed “unauthorisedly” from the office of the
defence ministry.
Responding to the Centre’s
argument that to keep the case
alivewouldthreatenthesecurity
of each and every citizen, the

A few days ago, the Prime Minister gave an
interview to a news channel. On questions
related to the Rafale deal, he said
that the Supreme Court had given
him a clean chit… And today, the SC
has accepted that there is some form
of corruption in the Rafale deal
RAHULL GANDHI, Congress president

The C
Congress president probably doesn’t
read
d even half a paragraph of the
court's order, but here, by saying
that the court has said
“cchowkidaar chor hai” it is
vverging on contempt of court

WHAT NEXT

http://read.ht/JS4

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, defence minister

court quoted the Kesavanand
Bharti judgment to say that
“judges, in order to give legitimacy to their decision have to
keep aloof from the din and controversy of politics.”
WhilechiefjusticeGogoiwrote
for justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and himself, justice KM Joseph
wrote a separate but concurring
verdict.Thecourtalsosaidthatit
would soon be passing a fresh
order listing the case for a hearing on merits. The Supreme

Court order gave the Congress
fresh ammunition to attack the
Prime Minister and the ruling
BharatiyaJanataParty(BJP)on
the issue. Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said, “I am happy
and I have been saying so for
monthsthatHindustan’sPMhas
given the air force money to
[industrialist] Anil Ambani, and
the Supreme Court has accepted
it [the argument]. The Supreme
Court is going to investigate it.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

mustread
FLANKED BY FAMILY, RAHUL
FILES AMETHI NOMINATION

43 DAYS LATER, PAKISTAN
TAKES MEDIA TO BALAKOT

Congress president Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday filed
his nomination for the Amethi Lok Sabha seat, flanked
by family members during a road show.
››P8

Forty-three days after the IAF hit terror camps in
Balakot, the Pakistani government took representatives of international media houses to the area. ››P12

Voting in Jammu,
Baramulla today
HT Correspondents
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

>ht spot p14

May ‘regrets’ Jallianwala,
calls it scar on UK history
Prasun Sonwalkar

JAMMU/BARAMULLA:More than 33

lakh voters will decide the fate of
33 candidates in the twin parliamentary constituencies of
Jammu and Baramulla which
are going to polls on Thursday in
the first phase of the sevenphased general elections.
The separatists have called for
a strike on Thursday to protest
against the elections and the
“NIA aggression” against Hurriyat Conference leaders and their
kin. The high-pitch campaigning for the two constituencies
ended Tuesday without any
untoward incident.
In Jammu, BJP’s Jugal Kishore is seeking re-election from
the seat, while the Congress has
fielded its senior vice president
and former minister Raman
Bhalla who is supported by the
National Conference (NC).
In Baramulla, more than 13
lakh voters will seal the fate of
nine candidates.
››FULL REPORT ON P7

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Confronting growing
demands for an apology over the
April 13, 1919, Jallianwala Bagh
massacre in Amritsar, British
Prime Minister Theresa May on
Wednesday made do with a reiteration of the UK government’s
“deepregret”forthecarnageshe
called a “shamefulscar” on British Indian history.
In a brief statement during
Prime Minister’s Questions
(PMQ)intheHouseofCommons,
Maysaid:“ThetragedyofJallianwala Bagh in 1919 is a shameful
scaronBritishIndianhistory.As
her majesty the Queen said
before visiting Jallianwala Bagh
in1997,itisadistressingexample
of our past history with India.”
“We deeply regret what happened andthe suffering caused. I
am pleased that today the UK-India relationshipisone ofcollaboration, partnership, prosperity
and security,” she added, stop-

EC stays Modi biopic
till LS elections end
NEWDELHI: The Election Commission of India on Wednesday
stopped the release of biopic of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
along with two other movies, citing complaints that these films
could influence the elections.
The scheduled release of the
Modi biopic, titled PM Narendra
Modi,wouldhavecoincidedwith
the first phase of national electionsonThursday,when91outof
the543LokSabhaconstituencies
go to the polls.
Oppositionpartieshavemaintained the release of the biopic
during elections would violate
themodelcodeofconduct(MCC)
that bars anything that may

influence voters.
“Any biopic in the nature of
biography or hagiography subservingthepurposesofanypoliticalentityoranyindividualentity
connected to it or which has the
potentialtodisturbthelevelplaying field during the elections
should not be displayed,” ECI
said in its order.
“Both NaMo TV and the Modi
biopic are nothing more than a
flagrant misuse of money power
byanarrogantrulerfacingimminent defeat,” said Congress
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewala. NaMoTVisachannel
dedicated to Modi’s rallies and
HTC
speeches.

n

Theresa May

ping short of an apology.
An apology on behalf of the
state is usually made by the PM.
MarkField,juniorministerinthe
foreign office, told MPs seeking
the apology on Tuesday that it
was not for him to tender it, but
said the issue is a “work in
progress.” May went on to extol
what she called the “enormous
contribution” of the diaspora.
She,however,didnotdwellon
the issue further during the session,whenLabourleaderJeremy
Corbyn called for the apology a

hundredyearsaftertheincident.
On April 13, 1919, around 50
soldiers of the British Indian
Army, under the command of
Colonel Reginald Dyer, fired
rifles into a crowd of around
15,000 civilians gathered at Jallianwala Bagh, near the Golden
Temple, to celebrate the harvest
festivalofBaisakhiandcondemn
the arrest anddeportation of two
national leaders, Satya Pal and
Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew.
TheIndianNationalCongress
estimated that around 1,000
died and more than 1,500 were
injured. Corbyn said: “I am very
pleased that the PM mentioned
what happened in Jallianwala
Baghandtheissuesofthemassacre at Amritsar a hundred years
ago.Ithinkthepeopleinmemory
of those that lost their lives and
the brutality of what happened
deserveafull,clearandunequivocal apology for what took place
on that occasion”.
››CAN’T ATTEND QUEEN’S
B’DAY BASH: BADNORE, P6

BLACK HOLE: FIRST LOOK

n

Scientists on Wednesday released the first image ever made
of a black hole, revealing a fiery ring of gravity-twisted light
swirling around the edge of the abyss. The picture is
assembled from data gathered by 8 radio telescopes. REUTERS
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

likely to field
IG didn’tbreachpollcode:CapttoEC BJP
Rajinder Chhina
SHOOTS OFF LETTER Says SIT probing
2015 firing incidents is carrying out its legal
mandate of fair, transparent investigation
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief minis-

ter Captain Amarinder Singh on
Wednesday wrote to Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Sunil
Arora seeking review ofthe election commission order relieving
inspector general of police (IGP)
Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh as a
member of the special investigation team (SIT) probing the 2015
BehbalKalanandKotkapurafiring incidents.
In his letter to Arora, the CM
said the SIT, including Kunwar
VijayPratap,wascarryingoutits
legal mandate of fair and transparent investigation, which was
an ongoing statutory process
under the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) and was not
affectedbythemodelcodeofconduct.
He said there was no “breach”
of the model code of conduct by
KunwarVijayPratapingivingan
interviewtothemediawhichthe
EC had described as “politically
motivated”, leading to his transfer.Therewasnothinguntoward
or unusual about an investigating team communicating with
the press, the CM said “such
briefings by investigating agenciesarenowamatterofnormand
practice in the interest of transparency and public awareness.”
“Even premier investigating
agencies such as the CBI have a
duly appointed press spokesperson and releases are issued from
time to time and uploaded on the
website,” said Amarinder.
Theentiretoneandtenorofthe
complaint on which the EC had
actedwerethepreciseallegations

AMARINDER HAS
SOUGHT A REVIEW
OF THE ELECTION
COMMISSION ORDER
RELIEVING IG KUNWAR
VIJAY PRATAP SINGH AS
MEMBER OF SIT
madebeforethehighcourtinwrit
petitions seeking transfer of the
investigation to the CBI, and had
been duly rejected the court,
whichhadreposedfullfaithinthe
present SIT.
The CM further pointedout in
hisletterthattheformationofthe
SIT had not been the political
whimofthepresentgovernment
but had a defined legal history.
TheSITwasformedafteraresolution in the Punjab Vidhan
Sabha withdrawing the investigation from CBI and deciding to
entrust it to a five-member SIT.
“Kuwar Vijay Pratap was
not only a high ranking, decorated and senior officer, but also
aseasonedandresponsibleinvestigator, who had held crucial
assignmentsthroughsuccessive
and different governments.
Given his vast experience he is
notlikelytoandhasinfact,inthe
present case, not breached the
Model Code of Conduct,” the CM
added.
“....the election commission
may reconsider and review its’
decision dated April 5 to the
extentthatitorderedrelievingof
the said officer from his present
post, as it would cause interference in an ongoing investigation,” said Amarinder.

Cop in the eye of storm has
a penchant for publicity
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Inspectorgeneralof

police(IGP)KunwarVijayPratap
Singh, whose transfer from the
special investigation team (SIT)
probing the 2015 police firing
cases on the election commission’s orders stirred a hornet’s
nest,hasapenchantforpublicity
that got him embroiled in a controversy.
Almostalltheparties,barring
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
anditsalliancepartnerBJP,have
backedthe1998-batchIPSofficer
whois believedto havea no-nonsenseapproachwithintegrity.He
has handled a series of high-profile cases, including the 2002
Amritsar kidney scam he
unearthedasseniorsuperintendent of police (SSP) of the district.
Theprobeintothecase,which
ruined the careers of many
renowned doctors, however, did
not reach a logical conclusion.
Though ‘KVP’, as he is called
byhiscolleagues,doesnotbelong
to any lobby in the police headquarters,heknowshowtousethe
mediatoprojecthimselfasdifferent from others and has created
an image as that of a ‘super cop’.
TheongoingSITprobewithhuge
political ramifications in Punjab’s political landscape is the
best example of it.
Just a member of SIT, which
wasconstitutedbychiefminister
Amarinder Singh with 1988batch officer and additional
directorgeneralofpolice(ADGP)
Prabodh Kumar as its head,
Pratapstoletheshowwithindays

n

Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh

by overshadowing his boss and
projected himselfas the real face
of the team.
Whenever there was any
development in the probe, the IG
was quick to give interviews to
news channels answering all
sorts of questions. Other SIT
members have kept a distance
from the media so far. It was one
such interview on the basis of
which the Akali Dal lodge the
complaint with the EC. In the
interview, he is seen taking digs
at SAD and its leaders.
HAS A WEBSITE
ON HIS NAME
Kunwar Pratap, who hails from
Bihar, has created a website on
which he keeps updating his biodata and educational qualifications. Here he claims himself to
be ‘a man of simple living and
high thinking’. He projects his
‘achievements’ on the website
andsharesonFacebookthelatest
press coverage about himself.
Projecting himself as an intellectual, Pratap says he has done
master’s in Sanskrit, diploma in
French, Ph.D. in police adminis-

tration, bachelor in laws (LLB),
MBA in human resources (HR)
and strategic management
besides a certificate course in
rural development.
Also, he has written books on
anti-defection law and office of
profit,RighttoInformation(RTI)
Act,cyberlawsandinvestigation
and policing in India, some of
which, he claims, are taught in
curriculainsomeacademicinstitutions.
Also, he has written books on
‘SantKabirDeAnmolVachan’in
Punjabi and ‘Universal Teachings of Kabir’. During his interviews too, he prefers to speak in
Punjabi and quotes the Sikh
gurustoshowhiscommitmentto
the sacrilege probe.
Thoughhehasnotbeenlinked
with any political party, he is
believedtohavemanyclosepoliticianfriends.Manyseniorpolice
officers say the IG’s act of going
overboardinthecasebytryingto
show certain politicians and
police officers in bad light will
have a long-term impact on the
functioning of the force
Some officers even blame him
for tarnishing the image of the
force and playing into the hands
of two ministers from Majha.
Hewasremoved asJalandhar
police commissioner under the
SAD-BJP regime for not paying
heed to the local MLAs. He got
similar treatment during the
Congress regime when he was
transferred as Ludhiana police
commissioner,whenlocalMLAs
went to the chief minister complaining that he was not treating
the party men in properly.

EC OVERSTEPPED
JURISDICTION,
SAYS PHOOLKA

from Amritsar seat

HT Correspondent

Rajinder Mohan Singh Chhina
from the Amritsar Lok Sabha
constituency.
Chhina, 70, a prominent Sikh
face and secretary of the Khalsa
College Governing Council, lost
the 2017 bypoll to Congress’ Gurjeet Singh Aujla.
Chhina has intensified his
campaigninginallassemblysegments — Amritsar West, Amritsar North, Amritsar South,
Amritsar East, Ajnala, Attari,
RajaSansi,MajithaandAmritsar
Central—ofAmritsarLokSabha
seat even as the party yet to
announce a candidate officially.
On Wednesday, Chhina took
part in “Shabad Guru Yatra”,
whichpassedthrough10-oddvillages in the district. The procession started from Sultanpur
Lodhi to mark the 550th Parkash
Purb of Guru Nanak.
“Igotagoodresponsefromthe
people during the yatra. I have
already conducted public meetings in all assembly constituencies of Amritsar,” said Chhina.
The BJP leader said he was
confident of getting the party
ticket, but the final decision will
be taken by the high command.
Chhina is considered close to
Union finance minister Arun
Jaitley and BJP state president
ShwaitMalik.Partyinsiderssay,
Chhina,whoisBJP’sformerstate
vice-president,willbeparty’spriority as he is a prominent Sikh
face in Amritsar.
As the segment has 64% Sikh
voters, the BJP is likely to field
him again. His proximity to
ShiromaniAkaliDal(SAD),espe-

n

LUDHIANA: Amid the row over
transfer of IG Kunwar Vijay
Pratap Singh from the special
investigation team (SIT) probing the police firing incidents
at Behbal Kalan and Kotkapura,
senior advocate and Dakha
MLA HS Phoolka on Wednesday
wrote to the CM terming
the order passed by the election
commission (EC) illegal
and overstepping its jurisdiction.
Terming it unfortunate,
Phoolka also stated it is the failure of the state government that
it has not pursued the matter
adequately.
The Punjab government has
asked the EC to review its
orders but the government
should also ask the EC as to how
the transfer of the IG would
hamper the investigation, said
Phooka.
He added that the investigation has reached a crucial stage
and is likely to conclude soon.
At this stage, the IG’s transfer
would hamper the probe, he
said.
Kunwar Vijay has no direct
role in the conduct of elections.
The EC could have barred him
from disclosing any part of the
investigation which could influence the election.
The EC has no power to ask
for the transfer of an officer who
is not connected with the election process in any way, said
Phoolka.

Cong rattled by Kunwar’s transfer: Sukhbir EC shifts Faridkot
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANAUR: Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD)chiefSukhbirSinghBadal
on Wednesday asked the Congress why it was so much hurt
with the election commission’s
decision to relieve IG Kunwar
Vijay Pratap Singh of his charge
as a member of the special investigation team (SIT) probing the
2015 police firing cases.
Speaking to the media on the
sidelines of an election rally at
Sanaur, Sukhbir said there are
four other members, including
the SIT chief, against whom no
actionwassoughtortaken.“The
SIThasnotbeendissolved,onlya
memberwhowasworkingasthe
government mouthpiece has
been removed. The Congress is

n

SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal and party candidate Surjit
Singh Rakhra during a rally in Patiala on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

rattled as the EC has come to
knowthattheywantedtousethis
officer in order to vitiate the
atmosphereinelection.Theyare

now scared. That’s why, chief
minister Captain Amarinder
Singhandthe Congress arecoming out in support of the officer,”

alleged Sukhbir.
He said the SAD successfully
sought the transfer of Bathinda
DC but it did not rattle the Congress. “It is only action against
theIGthathasunnervedtheCongress, which shows that the officer was their agent.”
HesaidtheECorderwasbased
on the outrageouslybiased opinions expressed by the IG about
Akali leaders in TV interviews.
“CantheCaptaindefendthis?He
has tried to be clever with the EC
by skipping any reference to the
officertryingtodefamehispolitical opponents during the poll
code period,” he added.
Raking up the issue of a gangster joining the Congress, Sukhbir urged the EC to declare
Patiala a sensitive seat and
deploy paramilitary forces.

Sukhdeep Kaur
n

sukhdeep.kaur@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Thefour Punjab hot
seats—Sangrur,Bathinda,Ferozepur and Anandpur Sahib
—where the Congress has yet to
name its candidates are witnessing a gripping politics over surveys. The state screening committeecomprisingCMCaptAmarinder Singh, state Congress
chiefSunilJakhar,Punjabaffairs
in-chargeAshaKumariandCongressgeneralsecretaryKCVenugopal are slated to meet party
president Rahul Gandhi for the
second time in a week on Thursday to reach a consensus.
Thoseprivytodiscussionssaid
theCMisbackinghisloyalistson
theseseatsusingarmouryofsurveys and feedback collected by
intelligence and ex-servicemen
employed as “guardians of governance” (GoG) by his regime.

Capt trying to save
Badals in police
firing cases: Mann
JALANDHAR: Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP)PunjabunitchiefandSangrur MP Bhagwant Mann on
Wednesday said the party will
approach the Election Commission of India (EC) urging it to
review its decision of relieving
inspector general of police Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh as member of the special investigation
team(SIT)probingthe2015police
firing cases in Behbal Kalan and
Kotakpura.
Mann,whowasinJalandharto
inaugurate party’s office, said
that EC is acting at the behest of
theBJPgovernmentwhichisthe
coalition partner of Akali Dal in
Punjab. He said the decision is a
bid to derail the probe.
HTC

RAHUL HAS OWN
FEEDBACK FROM CORE
TEAM; CAPT USING GOG
AND INTEL FEEDBACK TO
BACK HIS LOYALISTS
Theex-servicemenwereasked
togivefeedbackfromtheground
on interested candidates of both
theCongressandoppositionparties. “We sent names of candidates to our district headquarters. It was not put out on the
app,” Colonel Bhajan Singh, a
GoG functionary of Kharar tehsil,said.Ex-servicemendeployed
in Sangrur and Ferozepur too
confirmed that poll-related feedback was sought.
The scheme is app-based and
feedback is uploaded to reach
deputy commissioners and
department functionaries from

villages and tehsils. Since the
GoGs earn an honorarium from
the government, they cannot
undertake poll-related work.
CM’s senior adviser Lt Gen TS
Shergill (retd), who heads the
scheme,didnotreplytorepeated
calls and text messages.
At meetings with the CM in
January, Congress MLAs had
criticised the scheme saying
ex-servicemenwereencroaching
ontheirturf.Amarinderispushing the name of Manish Tewari
forAnandpurSahib.Duringstate
screeningpanel’smeeting,Rahul
had asked if it is a Hindu or Sikh
dominated seat. While the three
district presidents of the party
have written to the party calling
itisaSikh-dominatedseat,Amarinder and Asha are calling it a
Hindu-dominated seat.
Former minister Jagmohan
Kang, whose son Yadwinder is
among the claimants from here,

sayshissonwasleadingtheAICC
surveys. “It is a Sikh-dominated
seat. I too have written to party
about this. The Youth Congress
has recommended names of my
son and Punjab Youth Congress
president Amarpreet Lally. So
far, none of the nine seats
declared by the Congress have
gone to the youth,” Kang says.
Rajya Sabha member Ambika
Soni too is learnt to have asked
the party to field a youth face
from her former seat.
InSangrur,whereCMhisrooting for his loyalist, Kewal Dhillon, AICC’s functionaries say
theirphonesurveysputDhillon’s
name below Vijay Inder Singla,
who contested last time. It was
thisfeedbackthatmadeVenugopal veto Dhillon’s nomination
twice. A Congress leader said
Rahul is getting feedback from
his core team and his aide
KrishnaAllaveruhas beenvisit-

ing every block and district in
Punjab to feel the pulse of party
cadres.
In Ferozepurtoo,whereAmarinder is keen on candidature of
anotherconfidant,Rana Gurmit
Sodhi, surveys are being cited to
boost Sodhi’s prospects.
InBathinda,whereHarsimrat
Badal may test her mettle the
thirdtime,Singla’snameisbeing
proposed by Amarinder and
Asha.ManpreetBadal,who contested last time against Harsimrat, is learnt to be leading the
AICC surveys but he has
expressed his unwillingness to
contest. Former MLA Ajit Inder
SinghMofarclaimstherearejust
16% Hindus and Singla’s name
does not figure in the surveys.
“Thereportsplacemefavourably
after Manpreet. The Sikh vote is
nearly 46% and if we include SCs
and OBCs too, it goes up to 80%,”
Mofar says.

Faridkot: Rebels may spoil AAP’s chances
Parteek Singh Mahal
n

parteek.singh@htlive.com

FARIDKOT:WithAamAadmiParty
(AAP)’s Jaitu MLA Master Baldev Singh entering the fray from
theFaridkotLokSabhasegment,
the rebel faction led by Sukhpal
SinghKhairaislikelytospoilthe
chances of the party’s candidate
and sitting MP Sadhu Singh.
Theconstituencyisallsetfora
four-cornered contest.
Master Baldev, who is still an
AAP legislator in the Punjab
assembly despite having
resigned from party membership,willbebackedbythePunjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA) that
was formed by Khaira (who has
floated Punjab Ekta Party) , the
Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) of the
Bains brothers and the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP).
In the 2014 parliamentary

n

AAP MP Sadhu Singh (left) is pitted against the party’s rebel MLA
from Jaitu and PDA nominee Master Baldev Singh.

polls, Sadhu Singh had defeated
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)’s
nomineeParamjitKaurGulshan
by 1,72,516 votes. Even as AAP is
betting on him,the situation this
time seems tough for the sitting
MP as the rebel faction would
make a dent in the party’s support base in the constituency.
Admitting that it will have an

impact on the AAP vote bank,
Sadhu Singh said while people
elected Master Baldev on AAP
symbolhehasbetrayedtheirverdict by raising a banner of revolt
against the party. “The people of
theconstituencywillnotsupport
a turncoat. He has not done anything for Jaitu in the last two
years,” he said.

“They (rebel AAP MLAs) are
spreading false propaganda
against me and the party. I have
been visiting my constituency
regularly and raised issues in
Parliament,” he added.
MasterBaldevclaimedtohave
fullsupportofAAPvolunteersin
the segment.“AAP willbewiped
outin the state.SadhuSinghwill
lose his security deposit. I have
stood for the interests of people
and opposed the party’s dictatorial Delhi leadership. I have not
betrayedthepeopleasIhaveonly
resignedfromthepartymembership,” he said.
“TheCongressandSADcandidates are outsiders and people
will not accept them,” he added.
The Congress has fielded
Mohammad Sadiq, who belongs
toSangrurdistrict.SADnominee
Gulzar Singh Ranike belongs to
the Amritsar constituency.

anil.kumar@htlive.com

AMRITSAR:TheBJPislikelytofield

›

I do not need to spend all my time
going around the state to identify
the problems you have created
@officeofssbadal (Sukhbir
Badal)...you have the gall
to comment on my govt’s
performance after
running Punjab
for a decade!

CHANDIGARH: The Election Com-

Battle of surveys on 4 hot seats puts Cong in fix

n

politicalcrossfire

DC on Akali Dal’s
complaint

missioner of India on Friday
transferred Gurloveleen Singh
Sidhuasdeputycommissionerof
Faridkot and posted Kumar Saurabh Raj in his place.
Gurloveleen was shifted on
the complaint of Shiromani
Akali Dal, citing that Moga district, which is in Faridkot Lok
Sabha segment, is the home district of the officer and still he was
made the returning officer.
“The appointment was in violation of the election commission
guidelines,” said SAD’s Charanjit Brar. Earlier, EC transferred
Bathinda DC Praneet Bhardwaj
HTC
on SAD’s complaint.
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Anil Sharma

AMARINDER SINGH,
chief minister

n

Rajinder Mohan Singh Chhina

MEMBER OF NATIONAL
BJP MANIFESTO PANEL,
HE LOST TO CONG’S
GURJEET SINGH AUJLA
IN 2017 BYPOLL
cially former minister Bikram
Singh Majithia, may also play a
pivotal role in getting him the
ticket.
Chhina,whohasbeenactivein
theBJPforthepastseveralyears,
contestedthe2007assemblyelections from Amritsar (West) but
was defeated by Congress nominee OP Soni.
Besides Chhina, names of
actor Poonam Dhillon, Union
ministerHardeepSinghPuri,MP
Harinder Singh Khalsa, who
recentlyjoinedtheBJP,cricketer
Harbhajan Singh and former
state minister Anil Joshi were
also doing the rounds.
PunjabBJPchiefShwaitMalik
said: “The names of probable
candidates had already been
discussed before Khalsa joined
the party. Joshi, on the other
handisinterestedinstatepolitics
only.
“Chhinaisprobablecandidate
and has started his campaign,
said Malik.

›

@capt_amarinder Is it your
arrogance or complete disregard
that makes you believe you aren’t
accountable? Just because
you don’t want to fight for
another term doesn’t
mean we will let you
get away with
not working.
SUKHBIR SINGH
BADAL, SAD chief

CM seeks action against Modi
for ‘breaching’ model poll code
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Accusing Prime

Minister Narendra Modi of violating the model code of conduct
by referring to Balakot airstrikes, chief minister Captain
on Wednesday moved the Election Commission of India seeking action against him.
Terming Modi’s speech in
Maharashtra, which has been
widely reported by the media, as
“shockingly disgraceful”, the
CM said it was “a clear case of
violation of the model code of
conduct, which constitutes the
bedrock of free and fair election”
and failure to check such instan-

SAYS PM IN M’RASHTRA
USED THE SUCCESS OF
BALAKOT AIRSTRIKES BY
IAF, SACRIFICE OF CRPF
MEN IN PULWAMA TO
WOO FIRST-TIME VOTERS
ces suggested bias on the part of
the election commission.
In his letter to Chief Election
Commission Sunil Arora, Amarinder protested against the PM
using the success of the Balakot
airstrikes by the Indian Air
Force and the sacrifice of CRPF
men in Pulwama to woo firsttime voters.

“That a person of the stature
of the Prime Minister should
indulge in such shameful acts
makes a mockery of the democratic process of election and
undermines the independence of
the election commission as well
as the armed forces, who have
always prided themselves
on their secular character,” the
CM wrote.
Amarinder described as
extremely unfortunate the fact
that the PM was being allowed to
engage in this kind of prejudicial
behaviour, without the election
commission taking any action to
put a stop to such wilful violation
of the code of conduct, for the
past several weeks.

Remove Gupta as
DGP for free, fair
polls, says Khaira

POLLDIARY

CHANDIGARH:Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA) candidate from
Bathinda Sukhpal Singh Khaira
has written to the Election Commission (EC) of India urging it to
removeDinkarGuptaasthePunjab director general of police
(DGP) to ensure free and fair
polls.
Inaletterto theChiefElection
Commissioner, Khaira said the
DGPis closetotheCongressgovernment and could misuse his
power during the polls.
Khaira cited a recent incident
ofmissing₹6.65crorefromJalandhar priest’s house and said on
March 27, some police officials
were handpicked and attached
themwithKhanna police,which
raided the priest’sresidence. On
March 29, he said, the cops took
away₹16.65crorefromhishouse
atgunpoint.“Thisactisablatant
high-handedness of police and
stoic silence of the government
has raised doubts over the DGP
office. Gupta was handpicked by
the government after bypassing
five senior officers.”
HTC

As poll season in Punjab hots up, Akali Dal chief Sukhbir
Badal is back to chanting “I am proud to be an Akali” mantra.
Sukhbir, whose party has been going through a rough patch,
is crisscrossing the state wearing a badge that carries the mantra. The “badge of honour” has made a comeback after two
years. Akali leaders were first seen with it at political rallies
and meetings in the run up to the 2017 assembly polls.

Sukhbir back with
‘proud to be Akali’ slogan

Sidhu’s disclaimer dig at Modi
Local bodies minister Navjot Singh Sidhu, who switched sides
from BJP to Congress two years ago, never lets go of any opportunity to take digs at Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “Before
showing Modi Ji’s speeches, channels should run a disclaimer
that all his claims are fictional and are in no way connected
with the nation’s development, any person or scheme,” he
tweeted taking a jibe at Modi’s poll speeches.

Selfie with Akali Dal chief
In the midst of poll campaign, Shiromani Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal has become affable to all party supporters who approach him for a selfie. After and before every public meeting, Sukhbir spares some time posing for selfies. One
of his aides said it’s a good way of getting publicity, especially
on the social media and networking sites, because everyone
who takes a selfie with Sukhbir shares on social sites.
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Sikh heritage bears the brunt as kar sewa turns into big biz
Gurpreet Nibber
n

gurpreet.nibber@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The tradition of ‘kar
sewa’ (voluntary service) in Sikhism for construction of gurdwaras and restoration of sites
having religious importance has
become a business involving
donations to the tune of millions
of rupees. Not surprising that
heads of the organisations that
carry out ‘kar sewa’ seem in
hurry to build sprawling marble
structures, at times obliterating
religious heritage in the process,
going by the unaccounted donations they receive for the job.
About 10 days ago, the demolition of a portion of a 200-year-old
heritage ‘darshani deori’
(entrance) of Gurdwara Tarn
Taran Sahib shocked and
angered the Sikh community.
Most gurdwaras now look the
same – grand white marbled
structures with huge domes over
them. This is courtesy the ‘kar
sewa’ heads who, it is said, compete with each other to bag contracts from the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) headquartered in Amritsar, which manages historical
gurdwaras in Punjab, Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh; and Delhi
Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC), a parallel
body in the capital.
‘Kar sewa’ emerged from the
gurus’ mandate that the state
should not fund construction of
religious places but involve the
community in raising funds and
the work be executed by the people of repute in the community.

PROMINENT KAR SEWA HEADS

n

The demolished historic Deori of Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Tarn Taran.

But the current ‘kar sewa’ system
is proving out to be a disservice to
the Sikh tradition, feel most people associated with the SGPC and
DSGMC whom HT spoke to, but
none was willing to come on
record.
The ‘kar sewa’ heads enjoy
clout and power and no one wants
to annoy them.
At Gurdwara Tarn Taran
Sahib, in the middle of the night
on March 30 this year, 400 men
deployed by Baba Jagtar Singh
Kar Sewa Wale, pulled down the
structure that was constructed
by Naunihal Singh, the son of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Sikh
institutions and religious leaders

Baba Jagtar Singh

Baba Kashmir Singh

Harnam Singh Dhumma

A protégé of Baba Harbans Singh,
who died eight years ago, Bachan
Singh heads a trust and is based in
Delhi’s Gurdwara Bangla Sahib.
Baba Harbans Singh was a respected name among kar sewa
group heads and he built a number
of gurdwaras and schools.

Known as Baba Jagtar Singh Taran
Taran Wale, he recently landed in a
controversy when his men demolished the historic ‘darshani deori’ of
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Tarn
Taran. He is also heading ‘kar sewa’
at Panja Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan.

Better known as Baba Kashmir
Singh Bhuri Wale, he got removed
the heritage door of ‘darshani deori’
at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, Amritsar,
which was installed during the
times of Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
citing restoration. The door was
never installed.

He is the head of Sikh seminary
Damdami Taksal. It has also ventured into building gurdwaras and
constructed memorial for those
killed in the Golden Temple during
army action in 1984. He has taken up
‘kar sewa’ of other buildings in the
sanctum sanctorum.

passage of 200 years from first
Sikh master Guru Nanak Dev to
Guru Gobind Singh, the 10th
and the last, the gurdwaras
associated with all 10 gurus
look the same – courtesy the ‘kar
sewa’.
SGPC member Kiranjot Kaur
says Sikhs want old structures to
be preserved. “Kar sewa organisations are encroaching upon
gurdwara properties which is not
possible without the political
patronage,” she says.
A former office-bearer of the
SGPC on anonymity said the ‘kar
sewa’ culture became popular
when Gurcharan Singh Tohra
was the SGPC chief, but things
became worse when Bibi Jagir

Kaur became the head of the
gurdwara body. Multiple contracts were granted without a
brief for preservation of the historical and religious sanctity,
despite a whopping amount of
money pouring in from across the
world for construction of gurdwaras.
However, the catch is that ‘kar
sewa’ heads don’t make the collections public.
“The system is in dire need of
accountability and transparency,” suggests Balkar Singh, a
retired professor of Sikhism from
Punjabi University. He says Sikh
institutions are managing gurdwaras but not preserving them.

HT FILE

WHITE-MARBLED GRAND EDIFICES ARE
MUSHROOMING AT HISTORICAL GURDWARAS BUT
NO ONE IS PAYING ATTENTION TO PRESERVING
ORIGINAL STRUCTURES OF RELIGIOUS IMPORTANCE
came under severe criticism,
forcing the SGPC to withdraw
permission for ‘kar sewa’ and
order an inquiry, while
introducing a system to
monitor the preservation of
heritage.
Conservation architect Gurmeet Sangha Rai, who is the
officiating president of India
chapter of International Council
on Monument and Sites, put the

Baba Bachan Singh

onus on SGPC for failing to protect the Sikh heritage and sites
associated with the 10 gurus,
which the body is mandated
to do.
“The ‘kar sewa’ comes at the
end. SGPC should hire experts,
create blueprints, give briefs to
heads of those undertaking the
‘kar sewa’,” she said.
Former DSGMC president
Manjit Singh GK says, despite a

TRAGIC ERRORS
‘Kar sewaks’ deployed by Baba
Jagtar Singh demolished the 200year-old entrance of Gurdwara
Tarn Taran Sahib, constructed
by Naunihal Singh, the grandson
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
Baba Kashmir Singh Bhuri
Wale removed the heritage ‘darwaza’ of ‘darshani deori’ at
Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, many
years ago.
The door, which was installed
during the times of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh, was taken for restoration, but it was never installed
back.
Baba Harbans Singh-led ‘kar
sewa’ built Bala Sahib hospital at
a cost of ₹60 crore. The building is

in ruins due to questionable planning. Fire department, local
municipal corporation and the
medical council of India have
declared the building unfit for a
hospital.
Historic Thanda Burj associated with Mata Gujri in Fatehgarh Sahib was damaged when
Kashmir Singh Bhuriwale was
performing ‘kar sewa’.
The home of Bebe Nanki in Sultanpur Lodhi was demolished
when Baba Jagtar Singh undertook ‘sewa’ about 15
years ago.
Historical Chamkaur-diGarhi in Chamkaur Sahib, associated with Guru Gobind Singh,
was demolished.
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BATTLEFIELD HARYANA

STATEOFPARTY:CONGRESS

FIGHTING A BATTLE WITHIN BEFORE THE WAR WITH BJP
Plagued by factionalism and bickering, the Congress is struggling to put its act together. The party has a lot at stake to better its tally of one seat in 2014 in view of
the impending assembly polls in the state. The bad blood between state chief Ashok Tanwar and ex-CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda is not doing any good to the party.

KEY LEADERS

ASHOK TANWAR, 43

BHUPINDER SINGH
HOODA, 71

HARYANA CONGRESS PRESIDENT
State unit chief for the past five years,
Ashok Tanwar, a Dalit leader, owes his
ascendancy to his proximity to the
Congress president, Rahul Gandhi.
Despite his sour relationship with
former CM BS Hooda who has been
trying hard to dislodge him from the
post of the state chief, the Dalit leader
has managed to stay put. His
continuance is expected to strengthen
party’s ties with the dalit voters in the
state. Tanwar won Sirsa Lok Sabha seat
in 2009 but lost it in 2014. Married to a
Brahmin, Avantika Maken, the
daughter of assassinated Congress
leader, Lalit Maken and grand-daughter of former President, Shankar Dayal
Sharma, he is regarded as a promising
young face.

FORMER CHIEF MINISTER
The two-time chief minister is inarguably
the party’s most prominent face. Hooda,
who holds tremendous sway in the
Deswali belt of Rohtak, Jhajjar and
Sonepat, enjoys unflinching support of 13
out of 17 Congress MLAs in the assembly.
Evidently he aspires to ascend the CM’s
chair a third time if the party gets voted
to power. Though a series of corrup tion
cases registered against him during the
BJP rule has dented his image, Hooda is
crucial to the Congress plans for
consolidation of Jats in the state.
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RANDEEP
SURJEWALA, 51

2

4
01

Total Lok Sabha
constituencies

10

0

Seat

NORTH
HARYANA
(3 SEATS)

HARYANA

0

AICC COMMUNICATIONS IN-CHARGE
A former Haryana minister, Randeep has
made rapid strides in climbing the
party’s central high command set up in
the last five years. Being the person
in-charge of party’s communications
department at the Congress headquarters in New Delhi has helped him gain
proximity to the Congress top hierarchy
including the party president, Rahul
Gandhi. He was handpicked by Gandhi
to contest the Jind by election despite
being a sitting legislator from the
neighbouring Kaithal. Though he lost
badly but by accepting the poll
challenge he displayed his deference for
Gandhi’s decision. The articulate and
suave Jat leader is regarded as a
potential challenger to the chair of
Haryana chief minister and a threat to
the aspirations of former chief minister,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda who is keen to
have a third shot at the power.

Seat

1

Seat

NORTH WEST
(2 SEATS)

CENTRAL
(2 SEATS)

0

Seat

SOUTH
(3 SEATS)

REPORT CARD: PERFORMANCE
IN THE LAST FIVE LS POLLS
The Congress was on a roll in 2004 and 2009 polls when it
successively wrested 9 out of 10 seats in the state. It also
grabbed a high vote share of over 41% in 2004 and 2009,
against 34% in 1999 when it lost all 10 seats. Its performance
however dipped in 2014 when it got about 23% votes.
Vote share %age
Seats
34.93%

42.13%

41.77%

26%

22.99%

3

0

9

9
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PRESENT SEAT POSITION

KUMARI SELJA, 56

CONGRESS LEGISLATURE PARTY (CLP)
LEADER IN STATE ASSEMBLY
Daughter-in-law of former chief minister,
Bansi Lal, the voluble leader is party’s
most prominent face in Bhiwani area. A
woman Jat leader having good access
to the party high command, Choudhary
is a fiercely ambitious individual. Having
lost her husband, Surender Singh in a
chopper crash, Choudhary who started
her politics from Delhi had switched to
Haryana in 2005. She remained a minister
in the Congress government till 2014 and
was known for her frequent run-ins with
the then chief minister, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. Her daughter, Shruti is a former
MP from Bhiwani-Mahendergarh seat.

FORMER UNION MINISTER
A prominent woman Dalit face of the
state Congress, Kumari Selja enjoys close
proximity to UPA chairperson, Sonia
Gandhi. A known detractor of former
chief minister, Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
the former central minister is known to
influence the contours of party’s
strategy in Haryana. Her shift to a ‘safer’
Ambala Lok Sabha seat in 2004 despite
winning from Sirsa twice and pulling out
by securing a Rajya Sabha nomination
just before the Lok Sabha polls in 2014
indicate her proximity with the party’s
top bosses.

2seats

7seats

INLD

BJP

1seat

10
Total seats

CONGRESS

HURRY, HARYANA! APRIL 12
IS THE LAST DAY TO ENROL
Enrolment will go on until 10 days before the last date
of filing of nomination of the particular phase
(April 23 for Haryana)
The voters can visit www.nvsp.in or
ceoharyana.gov.in

shortstories
MAN GETS LIFE
TERM FOR RAPE
HISAR :A local court awarded life
imprisonment to a man for raping
a 12-year-old girl in Hansi sub-division of Hisar police jurisdiction.
The court also slapped ₹2 lakh as
fine and directed that ₹1.75 lakh
be given to the victim as compensation. The incident dates back to
November 9, 2018, when the
convict cajoled the girl into going
with him when she was playing
near the village pond of the
HTC
village.

Murder convict out on bail
commits suicide in Y’nagar
AMBALA : A 45-year-old convict
who was out on bail allegedly
committed suicide by consuming
a poisonous substance at his
home in Sankhera village of
Yamunanagar district, 40 kilometres from district headquarters,
on Wednesday. The convict,
Sukhram, was serving a 20-year
jail term in an abduction and
murder case. He was out on bail
since April 8 last year and had
reportedly been under depression
since then. Inquest proceedings
HTC
have been initiated.

Man found dead in Y’nagar
AMBALA : A 27-year-old youth’s
body was found in the washroom
of the block development and
panchayat office (BDPO) of
Radaur town of Yamunanagar
district on Wednesday. The youth
has been identified as Sandeep
Kumar, a resident of Bakali village
of Kurukshetra. The reason
behind the death is yet to be
confirmed but police suspect
drug overdose. Inquest proceedings have been initiated.
HTC

60 kg ganja seized
CHANDIGARH:Haryana police on
Wednesday claimed to have
seized about 60.6 kg ganja
(cannabis) being smuggled in a
car in Sonepat and arrested three
persons in this connection. The
accused were identified as
Narender of Sushant Vihar, Delhi,
Mahavir alias Sonu of Shanti
Nagar Murthal and Jatin of
Kadipur, Burari, Delhi. All were
arrested from near Ansal Plaza, GT
HTC
road, Kundli.

1950 to register themselves as voters
The registration can be done by filling
form-6 by uploading
documents proving age,
also
residential address and a
Voters can
ge
colour photograph
send a messa e>
ac

HARYANA VOTES ON

The biggest strength of the
Congress in the state has
been its broad influence in
the rural vote-bank of the
state comprising peasants
and landless workers. It has
rivaled Om Prakash Chautala’s
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD) in cornering the
rural votes primarily about 25 % Jat vote-bank.
However, with the INLD getting weakened due
a family feud and a consequent split in the
party, the Congress is expected to gain ground
in the rural areas of the state. Also, the
continuation of Ashok Tanwar, a dalit, as the
state Congress president, will help the party
hold its sway among the dalit voters.

A major challenge being
faced by the Congress is the
seeming polarisation of
non-Jats in favour of the
ruling BJP, particularly in
the Rohtak-Jhajjar belt
which saw violence during
the 2016 Jat quota agitation. The party which
has attacked the BJP on the corruption issue
is finding it difficult to justify a series of
corruption cases against former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda. Since the party
lacked fire, looked jaded and in disarray, it has
not been able to position itself as a forceful
opposition and unable to keep the BJP
government on it toes.

WHAT NEXT?

Citizens can still enrol to cast their votes.

The registration will be
completed in
10 days, once verification is
done by the electoral officers

WHAT WORKS

WHAT DOESN'T

Or contact toll-free number

KIRAN CHOUDHARY, 63

WHERE CONGRESS
STANDS IN
THESE POLLS

(<EPIC><sp oto
Ph
<Election
tion
Identifica
no>)
C)
PI
(E
rd
Ca
r
to 1950 fo
me and
na
g
kin
ec
ch
where
booth name vote
to
voters need

MAY 12
RESULTS ON MAY 23

TEXT: HITENDER RAO ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH

The Lok Sabha elections are
important for the Congress in
view of the upcoming
assembly polls sometime in
September-October. The
party which ruled the state
from 2005 to 2014 is hoping
to bounce back and capitalize from the
anti-incumbency factor. The Congress will need
to work on its poll strategy in view of changed
political equations (split in the INLD) in the
state and a distinct multi-cornered contest
which may not work to its advantage.

WHAT ARE THEY UP AGAINST
The Congress will be in a
direct contest with the ruling
BJP on most of the 10 Lok
Sabha seat in the state. The
party however will also have
to deal with the newly
formed JJP, an offshoot of the
INLD, having its base in the rural areas and
primarily the Jats. It will also have to tackle
anti-Jat political outfit floated by rebel BJP MP
Raj Kumar Saini, which is contesting the polls in
alliance with the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP).

Will seek dera support: Khattar JJP, AAP tie-up likely by
POLL PLAN Says will reach out to each part of the society; claims caste card won’t work

›

HT Correspondent
n

The fact that Hooda did
not want the (Dhingra)
panel report to come into
public domain was enough
to put his conduct under
suspicion.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Haryana chief min-

ister (CM) Manohar Lal Khattar
said the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will approach the political
affairs wing of the Sirsa-based
Dera Sacha Sauda for support in
the elections.
“We will reach out to every
section of the society and groups.
Dera followers are also a part of
the society,” the chief minister
said during an interaction with
mediapersons on Wednesday.
HOODA’S CONDUCT
ON DHINGRA PANEL
REPORT SUSPICIOUS
The CM further said the purpose
of setting up the SN Dhingra
inquiry commission stood
achieved even if the state government cannot make its report
public due to court orders. “The
very fact that former chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda did
not want the commission’s
report to come into public
domain was enough to put his

ML KHATTAR , Haryana CM

conduct under suspicion,” he
said.
The BJP government in Haryana had in 2015 set up a one-man
commission of inquiry headed
by retired Delhi high court
judge, SN Dhingra, to probe the
issues, besides others, concerning the grant of commercial
license to M/s Sky Light Hospitality, the company owned by
Robert Vadra, brother-in-law of
Congress president Rahul Gandhi.
The town and country planning department had in 2008
granted a commercial licence to
Vadra’s company for 2.7 acres in

Sector 83 (Shikohpur), Gurgaon.
On a petition filed by former
CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda, the
Punjab and Haryana high court
had, in January 2019, quashed
the report of the commission citing procedural flaws and
restrained the state government
from making it public.
Replying to a question about
the course of action on the issue,
Khattar said people were not
bothered about procedural
issues pertaining to the functioning of the commission. “The message which went to the public
was that Hooda tried to stop publication of the inquiry report.

Hence, the needle of suspicion is
on the former chief minister. It
does not matter whether the
report became public or not,”
Khattar said.
NO POLL PACT FOR
HISAR AND ROHTAK
SEATS
On a question about the possibility of an alliance with the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD), the
chief minister said the party
would go solo. “ The BJP candidates for Hisar and Sirsa seats
willbe announced soon,”he said.
JAT VERSUS NO-JAT
Asked whether Jat versus nonJat was a factor in the polls, the
chief minister said it was once,
but no more.
“A lot depends on the policies
and programmes of the incumbent government. Ours have to
ensure that all the castes, communities and sections of the society are treated equally. We will
get support from the Jats as well
the non-Jat communities in the
elections,” he said.

Saturday, hints Dushyant
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) leader Dushyant
Chautala on Wednesday hinted
at a likely alliance with the Aam
AadmiParty (AAP) by Saturday.
“I cannot name the party at
this point of time but will tell you
that we will give you a good news
about JJP alliance with one or
more like-minded political parties by Saturday,” Dushyant told
mediapersons here, stopping a
tad short of naming AAP.
Though he refused to name
the likely ally despite a volley of
questions on whether it was the
AAP, he did not contradict it
either.
Dushyant further stated that
a three-member committee of
the JJP had been asked to examine the pros and cons of alliance
with like-minded parties and its
report has been handed over to
the party’s top leader Ajay Chautala for his final decision.
He said that besides a main

n

Dushyant Chautala

party, there could a more parties
too.
These parties may not like to
contest the Lok Sabha polls but
would support JJP, he added.
To a pointed question on
whether JJP would join hands
with AAP if the latter would
have a tie-up with the Congress
in Haryana, Dushyant, who is
the Hisar MP, replied in a flat no.
On being asked if he would
contest the Lok Sabha election,
he held that though he was keen
to fight it that too from Hisar, he
would abide by whatever the
party asks him to do.

It may be recalled that the
AAP had backed JJP candidate
Digvijay Chautala in the
recently held Jind bypoll in
which he had finished second.
AAP’s national convener and
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal had also been expressing
his willingness to have alliance
with the JJP.
Decrying the recently
announced 75-point “sankalp
patra” of Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) as a farce, Dushyant held
that it was shocking that it did
not have even a single word on
employment or jobs created by
the saffron party in the past five
years. He also lambasted the ruling BJP for what he alleged its
“failure on all fronts”.
DABRA JOINS JJP
Former Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) MLA Puran Singh Dabra
joined the JJP on the occasion.
Dabra was elected as MLA from
the Ghirai constituency of Hisar
district on an INLD ticket in the
year 2000.

Commission agents protest 67% students flunk exams in Y’nagar’s
direct payment to farmers lone English medium govt school
C L A S S 9 R E S U LT S

HT Correspondents
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR/KARNAL : Commission

agents across the state declared
an indefinite strike against government’s decision to implement e-trading and direct payment system in grain procurement.
The protesting agents also
announced to hold a state-level
rally in Karnal on April 15 if the
government fails to give them a
written assurance of stopping
the system.

Haryana Vyopar Mandal
president Bajrang Dass Garg
said, “The commission agent
only charges 2.5% of the total
crop amount even as they provide many facilities such as
financial help, proper shed for
storage, drinking water and
transportation. But the Haryana government is finishing the
system,” Garg added.
The protesting commission
agents alleged that the farmers
will not return the money they
have taken from them on interest, if they get the payment of

their produce directly.
The farmer leaders are however in favour of direct payment
as commission agents purchase
the produce below the minimum
support price from farmers of
other states and earn huge
profit by selling it to government agencies on MSP.
The e-trading system will put
a complete check on the illegal
trade in mandis of the state as
the farmers will have to give all
their details, besides the copy of
their land ownership to get a
gate pass to sell their produce.

Sunil Rahar
n

sunil.kumar3@htlive.com

AMBALA:As many as 142 of the 212
Class-9 students studying in
Yamunanagar’s lone English
medium Government Sanskriti
Senior Secondary School have
failedinthefinalexamsasperthe
result declared by the school
management.
The parents, however, blame
theschoolmanagementandeducation department for the poor
resultoftheschool.“Whileonone

hand,thegovernmentislayingso
much emphasis on increasing
English medium in the state’s
schools,ontheotherhand,school
authoritieshave done nothingto
educate the students.The school
is also facing shortage of teachers,” said Jaipal Singh, a student’s father. He further added
that he had met the officials concerned a number of times to
apprisethemofthestaffshortage
but to no avail. When contacted,
schoolprincipalSumanBahmani
said the school has only one

mathematicsteacherforClasses
6 to 8, while thereare four vacancies for social science teachers.
Two of the social science posts
have been lying vacant for the
past 16 years. “Due to government’s policies, we cannot fail
students till Class 8 and so students perform poorly later. The
otherreasonisthatstudentswere
shifted from Hindi to English
medium. Due to teachers’ shortageintheClass6-8bracket,these
students could not make their
basestrongandfailedinClass9,”

she added.
Astudentwhofailed inClass9
exam, pleading anonymity,
claimedthatafewoftheteachers
were not regular for classes.
“Manyofourteachersareunable to teach us in English as they
belongtoHindibackground,”the
student added.
Deputydistrict educationofficer (secondary) Prithivi Saini
said he sought report from the
school principal regarding the
reason behind failure of the
students.
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EDseeksdetailsof
convicteddrug
kingpins, peddlers
UNDER SCANNER As per HC orders, a case will be filed
against them under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
Gagandeep Jassowal
n

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR:Adhering to orders of
the Punjab and Haryana high
court, the enforcement directorate (ED) has sought details of
Punjab-based convicted drug
kingpins and smugglers in order
to register cases against them
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (2002).
The ED has made inquiries
pertaining to cases registered
under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances
(NDPS) Act, where money
obtained through the sale of
drugs was laundered in the form
of immovable and movable
assets, or where kingpins were
convicted, or where the drug
trade was financed by terror outfits or an international syndicate
was busted.
Letters regarding the same
have been sent to the special task
force (STF) chief, three police
commissioners, all senior superintendents of police in the state,
the narcotics control bureau
(NCB) and directorate of revenue intelligence (DRI).

THE ED IS LOOKING FOR
CASES WHERE MONEY
OBTAINED THROUGH THE
SALE OF DRUGS WAS
LAUNDERED IN THE
FORM OF IMMOVABLE
AND MOVABLE ASSETS
The ED is giving priority to
those heading the drug trade as
opposed to petty peddlers.
THE HC’S DIRECTION
In January 2019, during the gearing of an NDPS case, the HC had
ordered the directorate of
enforcement to register cases
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 against all
those convicted under Sections
15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25-A,
27-A and 29 of the NDPS Act, 1985
in Punjab.
The order said it was
intriguing that students were
getting ahold of contraband but
the police was unable to arrest
those heading the drug operations and peddlers. It said the
police force should focus on

Punjab-origin bizman
on trial for killing
second wife in UK

arresting drug kingpins and
bringing them to justice.
“Drug abuse is a very serious
issue, which has broken the
social fabric and has destroyed a
number of families. The main
concern of the court is that
charas, heroin and artificial
drugs should not be available in
the state at all”, the court order
read.
573 KG HEROIN SEIZED IN
PAST 20 MONTHS
As per details submitted by
former STF chief and director
general of police Mohammad
Mustafa, in the past 20
months 25,579 people were
arrested and 21,430 cases were
registered under the NDPS Act.
A total 573kg of heroin was seized
from them apart from synthetic
drugs, cocaine, charas and
banned tablets.
Approximately, 63,000 drug
addicts are being treated in outpatient opioid assisted treatment
clinics and roughly 3 lakh
addicts were treated in both government and private de-addiction or rehabilitation centres in
2018.

Pak cabinet nod
to rly station at
Nankana Sahib
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan cabinet on

SERIAL CRIMINAL
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Amurdertrialinvolving

a Punjab-origin businessman
charged with strangling his wife
to deathattheirhomeinWolverhampton in the West Midlands
region of England has got underway at a UK court.
Gurpreet Singh, 43,is accused
of killing his second wife Sarbjit
Kaur, 38, with an “unknown
accomplice” in Wolverhampton
in the West Midlands region of
England, in February last year.
Singh, a proprietor of Dhanda
Properties in Wolverhampton
was arrested and charged by
WestMidlandsPoliceinMay2018
aftertheirinitiallineofinquiryof
a botched robbery led them to
suspect her husband.

n

Sarbjit Kaur, deceased

Birmingham Crown Court
was told on Tuesday that the
investigations revealed that
Singhhadpreviouslyalsooffered
£20,000 (more than ₹18 lakh) for
the murder of his first wife,
Amandeep Kaur,four years ago.
Her death certificate notes that
she died of a brain haemorrhage
in Punjab in 2014 and it remains
unclear if that was a case of murder as well.
“Clearly,Gurpreethasahabit
of not getting on with his wives,”
prosecutorDavidMasontoldthe
court.

Tuesday approved the construction of a railway station at the
Sikh holy city of Nankana Sahib
and decided to name it after the
faith’s founder Guru Nanak
Dev.
Nankana Sahib is the birth
place of Guru Nanak Dev, who
also first began preaching here.
The city has high historic and
religious value and a popular
pilgrimage site for Sikhs from
all over the world.
“The cabinet has approved
the construction of a train station at Sikh holy city of Nankana Sahib and it will be named
after Baba Guru Nanak, founder
of Sikhism,” information minister Fawad Chaudhry told
reporters here.
Last November, India and
Pakistan agreed to set up the
border crossing linking Gurudwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur, the final resting place of
Guru Nanak Dev, to Dera Baba
Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur district.

Germany indicts Indian couple
for spying on Sikh community
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd2hindustantimes.com

BERLIN: An Indian couple
accused of spying on Germany’s
Sikh community and “Kashmir
movement” have been charged
with espionage, German prosecutors said.
They named the suspects only

as Manmohan S, 50, and his wife
Kanwal Jit K, 51, in keeping with
German privacy rules for
defendants.
“Manmohan S agreed by January 2015 at the latest to provide
information about Germany’s
Sikh community and Kashmir
movement and their relatives to
an employee of the Indian for-

eign intelligence service
Research & Analysis Wing,”
they said in a statement.
His wife joined him in
monthly meetings with the
Indian intelligence officer
between July and December
2017, and in total the couple were
paid 7,200 euros (₹5.6 lakh) for
their work.

2018 FRAUD CASE

n

Harcharan Singh Ranauta

‘UN secy gen likely
to attend Nanak’s
birth anniversary’
CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
chapterofUnitedNationsAssociation has joined hands with the
Indian Federation of United
NationsAssociationstocelebrate
the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak in November.
Harcharan Singh Ranauta,
announced as the chairman for
the celebrations, said the programmes would begin in April
and would end on November 9,
the550thbirthanniversaryofthe
Guru.“Allfunctionsareplanned
in Chandigarh and Mohali and
UN secretary general António
Guterresisexpectedtoattendthe
celebrations.Weareinvitingthe
President , PM and CMs of all
states,” said Ranauta.
HTC

Hoshiarpur court
summons Surveen
Chawla, relatives
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HOSHIARPUR :A Hoshiarpur court
has summoned actor Surveen
Chawla, her brother Manwinder
Singh and husband Akshay
Thakker in a case of fraud registered against them on the complaint of a city resident.
The chief judicial magistrate
ordered them to appear on May
2.
The complainant, Satya Pal
Gupta, had alleged that the actor
and her relatives had persuaded
him to invest in a production
house in which they had an
interest for the making of a Hindi
film, ‘Nil Battey Sanata’.

THE COMPLAINANT HAD
INVESTED ₹51 LAKH
He claimed to have invested ₹51
lakh with JAR Pictures Private
Limited of which payment of ₹11
lakh was not cleared due to technical reasons.

n

Surveen Chawla

Gupta said after he was not
returned his money long after
the release of the film, he lodged
a complaint at the city police station.
The case was registered under
Section 420 of the Indian Penal
Code in March last year.
Later, the case was handed
over to the crime branch but neither a challan nor cancellation
report has been submitted in the
court. Gupta moved the court
seeking prosecution of the
accused.
The petition against JAR Pictures was dismissed.
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spiceoflife

Warm fuzzies with my morning friends
Nazam Riar

THEY NEITHER
COMPETE WITH EACH
OTHER NOR ARE THEY
JEALOUS OF WHAT
THE OTHER ONE IS
BESTOWED WITH

I

lookforwardtoseeingthem
in the morning though we
can’ttalktoeachother.With
themaround,thereisneverthat
instinctive feeling to express
oneself or the hunger to be
heardunlikewithotherfriends
whom I am habituated to talkingatlength.Indeed,mygarrulous self remains quiet as if
seeking solace in their serene
company.
The first activity I am accustomed to in the morning is having them over. I walk down to
my lawn to greet them with
some snacks, a smile and an
open heart which they fill with
pure joy. Meet my morning
friendswhoarenothumansbut
undoubtedlyGodsent.Theyare
a faction of the magpies, crows

and the squirrels. It has been a
routine for a couple of months
now to feed them with crumble
bread,assortedseedsorchapattis for an early breakfast.
Thoughmywakingupschedule is erratic, which they
haven’t been able to decipher,
yet but like a good friend, they
never complain. The moment I
come near the flower beds
where their food is laid, they
appearoutofnowhere andcongregate.

I like to do this before I put a
morsel in my mouth as it
providesmeafeelingofredemption, a feeling of giving back to
nature. This feeling of sharing
gives immense pleasure and
happiness to last through the
day while inflating me with
an ego that I did something
worthwhile.
My coy friends enjoy their
mealas I stand there against an
ivy wall watching them from a
distance so as not to perturb
them.However,allthisdoesnot
last over a few minutes but it
gives me the tranquillity that
lasts almost 24 hours.
Before this daily dose of
happiness goes down, I’m up
and about for a refill next
morning. At times, this joy is
doubled when the rain gods
have just finished being gener-

letterstoeditor
BJP’S ‘SANKALP PATRA’
OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLE
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has issued its manifesto
called ‘Sankalp Patra’. A similar
manifesto containing several
promises was issued by the party
five years ago. They said the
farmer suicides will be curbed
but the same has increased manifold. The youth were promised
10 crore jobs, instead unemployment rate has become the highest in the last 45 years according
to the National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) report. The manifesto is completely silent on the
draconian issue of demonetisation which claimed more than
100 lives.
SK Khosla, Chandigarh

PAKISTAN’S MILITARY
RULE HINDERING PEACE
ThewholepoliticalsystemofPakistan is monitored by its army’s
spy wing Inter-Services Intelligence(ISI)whichhasitsnetwork
spreadacrossIndia,Afghanistan
and Balochistan. Though major
countriesintheworldareproviding little financial assistance to
Pakistan, the country’s warlike
stanceintheneighbouringcoun-

ous and the azure sky speaks to
me of its majesty. Joyfulness is
quadrupled if I spot a peacock
amid the fruit-bearing trees in
my lush garden.
In their company that seems
surreal, I’m often reminded of
myfavouritebird,thenolonger
to be found anywhere sparrow,
that I used to enjoy watching as
a child. Nonetheless, I’m
quick to toggle my thoughts
andnarrowdownmyeyesback
to where my modest friends,
without fretting over their differences or quarrelling over
the limited food, are calmly and
peacefully enjoying their meal.
They are neither in a hurry to
compete with each other nor
are they jealous of what the
other one is bestowed with.
Their contentment leaves a
calming effect.

I concede that I have learnt
mylessonsright:Caringissharing and to look beyond our different backgrounds to co-exist
and survive.
I take pride in choosing to
meet this true, but limited,
group of friends in reality
from whom I can learn as
opposedtovirtuallymeetingan
unlimited number of friends on
social networking sites whose
projected lives have become a
cause of rising stress in our
lives.
My demure friends whom I
don’t crave to impress come in
flocks as if embracing me with
all my flaws and leaving me
with warm fuzzies to be cherished all day long.
n

nazam81@gmail.com

The writer teaches computer
science at DAV College, Hoshiarpur

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
triesisowingtothethreatofnuke
missiles in the hands of the Pakistan army. The life of civilians in
theneighbouringcountryismiserable.Insuchasituationanydiplomatic dialogue with Pakistan
government seems fruitless.
Unless Pakistan is free from the
gripofmilitary,nopeacetalksare
possible.
RL Bansal, Kurukshetra

NEIGHBOURING COUNTRY’S
CREDIBILITY CRISIS
Pakistan foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi’s statement
that India might attack the country ahead of the Lok Sabha polls
betrays their mindset of playing
the victim card before the international community. By raising
a bogey of war, Pakistan is trying
to refurbish its dented image
with regard to its support to antiIndia terror groups. Pakistan
faces a serious credibility crisis.
It is a fact that Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
claimed responsibility for the
Pulwama attack. New Delhi will
like to break the bread with
Imran Khan government but for
that to happen our neighbour
will have to act against terror

groups operating from its soil.
JBS Nanda, Ludhiana

II
The common man on both sides
of the border wants peace but
Pakistan’s shielding of terrorists
is a big hurdle in attaining peace.
The concocted story of an attack
by India on Pakistan in the near
future is an attempt to divert
attention of the international
community from the Pulwama
attack. No credible action is
taken by the Pakistan government to nip terror organisations
that have found haven in their
country. Trust, once broken, is
difficult to improve but if both
the nations want progress, it is
imperative for the national leaders to sit and discuss issues.
Jaspreet Singh, Patiala

APOLOGY MUST
BE HEARTFELT
If India has to put pressure on the
United Kingdom for apologising
for Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
it is not of any worth, until there
is a solemn apology offered by
the British Parliament, similar
to the Canadian gesture of apologising for Komagata Maru inci-

dent. The magnanimous gesture
of Canadian PM Justin Trudeau
should have been a rebuking
reminder to the British to peep
into their own royal conscience.
Also, a serious notice must be
takenbyourownpoliticianswho
have failed to tender any
remorseful apology in the Parliament for the 1984 Sikh genocide.
PS Kaur

ECI SUFFERING FROM
CREDIBILITY ISSUES
A group of 66 former civil servants wrote to the President on
April 9 expressing their anguish
over the working of the Election
CommissionofIndia(ECI)which
they say is suffering from credibility issues. They have quoted a
number of instances where senior leaders of the ruling party
(right up to the Prime Minister)
haveopenlyviolatedtheelection
code of conduct and many decisions taken by the poll watchdog
recently have not been fair or
impartial. The letter says any
erosion in people’s confidence in
theworkingofECIwillhaveseriousconsequencesonthefutureof
Indian democracy.
Bhupinder Kochhar

II
The election commission’s
directive on transfer of Punjab
inspector general of police (IGP)
Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh as
special investigation team (SIT)
member is unwarranted and
unfair. Known to be an upright
officer, Singh was a part of the
SIT (special investigation team)
probing the sensitive case of
police firing on anti-sacrilege
protesters during the previous
Akali-BJP government. The
plea of a political person or
party shouldn’t elicit shifting
of a professional police officer.
The EC should rethink its
decision.
GS Bhasin, Amritsar

ELECTION PREMIER LEAGUE
The way the election commission is criticised by all political
parties in almost all elections,
the Constitution holds no value
and holding elections under its
supervision and control is baseless. The political parties instead
should organise a T-20 tournament and whosoever wins it
should rule the country for the
next five years.
Mahesh Chander

QUEEN’S B’DAY
BASH: BADNORE
TURNS DOWN UK
ENVOY’S INVITE

FAITH AND FERVOUR

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab governor VP

n

Woman offering prayers during Navratras at Sree Vaishnoo Darbar temple in Amritsar on Wednesday.

SAMEER SEGHAL/HT

KO T K A P U R A F I R I N G

Collegium clears
AK Mittal’s name Order on Charanjit’s bail plea today
as chief justice of
Meghalaya HC
FARIDKOT: The Faridkot district

CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
chapterofUnitedNationsAssociation has joined hands with the
Indian Federation of United
NationsAssociationstocelebrate
the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak in November.
Harcharan Singh Ranauta,
announced as the chairman for
the celebrations by the United
NationsAssociation,saidtheprogrammes would begin in April
and would end on November 9,
the550thbirthanniversaryofthe
Guru whichwouldbecelebrated
as the world oneness day.
“All functions are planned in
Chandigarh and Mohali and UN
secretarygeneralAntónioGuterres is expected to attend the celebrations. We are inviting the
President of India, Prime Minister and chief ministers of all
states,” said Ranauta.
“As part of the programme,
Chandigarh chapter of United
Nations Association plans to
paint 50 villages worldwide
spreading the Guru’s messageof
kirat karo, naam japo and vaand
chako.Itwillbeginformavillage
adjacent to Chandigarh,” he
added.Atent city wouldbe setup
to accommodate pilgrims who
wouldconvergeinPunjabforthe
celebrations in November, he
said. It will be followed by honouringeminentteachersanddoctors from Punjab, Haryana and
HimachalPradesh,headded.HTC

and sessions court on Wednesday reserved its order on a regular bail petition filed by former
Moga SSP Charanjit Singh
Sharma, who is in judicial custody in the 2015 Kotkapura firing
case.The court adjourned the

case for Thursday to pronounce
its decision on the bail plea.
Sharma was arrested for the
Behbal Kalan firing. District
attorney Rajnish Goyal opposed
the bail by pleading that Charanjit may influence witnesses in
the case. Seeking an extension in

judicial custody, he told the
court that the investigation is at
a crucial stage and the SIT was
not unable to question the Dera
Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim due to a permission issue,
so Charanjit’s bail plea should
HTC
not be accepted.

SGPC reappoints 523 employees
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
on Wednesday reappointed 523
sacked employees and issued
them appointment letters.
This comes two days after one
of the sacked employees, Sarhusan Singh,20, tried to commit
suicide by consuming some poisonous substance.
These employees had been on
an indefinite protest in front of
the SGPC headquarters at the
Golden Temple complex since
March 28. The employees were
recruited during the tenure of
formerpresidentoftheSGPCKirpalSinghBadungar,butwereterminated after a change of guard
in March 2017.
On Wednesday, SGPC chief
Gobind Singh Longowal distributed the appointment letters to
the employees at his office. Longowal said, “We have resumed
the services of the employees. I
expect them to work hard for the
service of the sangat.”
Longowal also paid a visit to
Guru Ram Das hospital here to

n

Sacked SGPC employees showing joining letters in Amritsar on
Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

enquire about the health of Sarhusan Singh. Longowal was
accompanied by SGPC’s executive committee members Manjit
Singh, Bhai Ram Singh, Bhagwant Singh Syalka, Bawa Singh
Gumanpura and chief secretary
Dr Roop Singh. He said, “We had
constituted a sub-committee to
consider the demands of the
sacked employees. As per the
reportofthesub-committee,they

have been reappointed. Those
reappointed will be deployed at
their earlier posts. A majority of
theseemployeesareemployedon
non-teachingpostsinSikhbody’s
educational institutes.”
HealsosaidtheSGPCwillbear
treatment cost of the employee
whoattemptedsuicideduringthe
protest.“Wehavealsoinstructed
thedoctorstogivehimbesttreatment,” he added.

Singh Badnore, on Wednesday,
declined to attend a reception
for the Queen’s birthday
hosted by British deputy high
commissioner Andrew Ayre in
Chandigarh, citing Jallianwala
Bagh massacre’s 100th anniversary.
In a letter to Ayre, Badnore,
while wishing Queen Elizabeth
II a long life and good health,
expressed his inability to attend
the dinner reception as it fell on
the eve of the 100th anniversary
of the brutal massacre at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. “It may
not be appropriate for me to be
present on the occasion as Jallianwala Bagh has always been a
very emotive issue in Punjab,”
wrote the Punjab governor, who
was invited as a special guest.
Badnore further said it was
only yesterday that British minister Mark Field, responding to a
debate at Westminster Hall in
the House of Commons,
expressed ‘deep regret’ and
assured the House that the issue
pertaining to an apology for the
massacre was in progress. “Even
the British PM Theresa May has
termed the Jallianwala Bagh
tragedy a shameful scar,” he
added.

Sikh man confronts
UP cops with
sword after they
tug at his beard
SHAMLI: A Sikh truck driver
confronted the Uttar Pradesh
cops with a sword after they
tuggedhisbeard duringanargument on a highway in the state’s
Shamli district on Tuesday.The
truck,whichwasheadedtowards
Meerut, was stopped by the cops
for reportedly driving on the
wrong side of the road.
The initial verbal argument
between the truck driver and
copsturnedintoabrawlafterone
of the cops tugged the driver’s
beard.The Sikh driver took
offence to this and reacted by
retrieving his sword kept in the
truck and threatened the cops
with it.The incident was caught
onthecameraandthevideowent
viralonsocialmedia.Thematter
was sorted out later between the
two parties at Kotwali police station.
HTC
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33 lakh voters to seal fate of 33
Jammu, Baramulla candidates
election
2019

BATTLEFIELD J&K
Ravi Krishnan Khajuria/
Mir Ehsan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU/SRINAGAR:: More than 33

lakh voters will decide the fate of
33candidatesinJammuandBaramulla parliamentary constituencieswhicharegoingto pollsin
the first phase of Lok Sabha elections on Thursday.
The high-pitch campaigning
for the two constituencies ended
Tuesday without any untoward
incident.
In Jammu constituency,
spread four districts of Jammu,
Samba, Poonch and Rajouri and
covering 20 assembly segments,
20,00,485 voters, including10,38,497 males, 9,61,960
females and 28 belonging to the
third gender, will decide the fortune of 24 candidates.
According tofiguresprovided
by Jammu and Kashmir chief
electoralofficer,theconstituency
has 2986 persons with disability
(PwD)votersand293VVIP(Voter
Verification and Information
Programme) electors.
Of the 2,740 polling stations in
theconstituency,219boothsclose
to the International Border (IB)
andtheLineof Control(LoC) are
‘hyper sensitive’.
Army and Border Security
Forcepersonnelhavebeenputon
ahighalertalongtheIndia-Pakistan border in Samba, Jammu,
RajouriandPoonch.Theelection
commission has kept a contingency plan ready to ensure
smooth polling in the four districts. Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Jugal Kishore is seeking
re-election from the seat, while
the Congress has fielded its sen-

ior vice-president and former
minister Raman Bhalla, who is
supported by the National Conference(NC).ThePeoplesDemocraticParty(PDP)hasnotfielded
any candidates to “prevent split
of secular votes.”
In 2014, Jugal had defeated
Madan Lal Sharma of the Congress by over 2.50 lakh votes.
However, the presence of BJP
rebel and Dogra Swabhimaan
Sangthan Choudhary Lal Singh
as well as PoK refugee leader
Rajeev Chuni in the fray
may make the going tough for
Jugal.
In Baramulla Lok Sabha seat,
comprising 15 assembly segments spread over three north
Kashmir districts of Baramulla,
BandiporeandKupwara,athreetiersecurityhasbeenputinplace
for smooth conduct of polling.
Besides police, personnel of
CRPF, ITBP, SSB and BSF have
beendeployedatpollingstations.
Nine candidates are in fray in
Baramulla. Prominent among
themareHajiFarooqAhamdMir
of the Congress, Mohammad
Maqbool War of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Jahangir
KhanoftheNPP,AbdulQayoom
WaniofthePDPandMohammad
Akbar Lone of the NC.
Theconstituencyhas13,08,541
electors,including6,74,417males,
6,34,083femalesand41belonging
to the third gender.
The constituency has 7,953
PwDand157VVIPvoters.Forthe
smooth conduct of elections, the
authorities have established
1,749pollingstationsat1,387locations in the Baramulla constituency.Asmanypollingstationsin
the constituency fall close to the
LoC, the authorities have kept
ready a contingency plan in consultation with the election commission.Meanwhile,theJRLhas
called for a strike on Thursday
and asked people to stay away
from the polls.

33 candidates are in fray from Jammu and Baramulla
constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir which go to polls today.

JAMMU
IN THE RING

n

Raman Bhalla
Indian National
Congress

n

Jugal Kishore
Sharma,
BJP

n

Choudhary
Lal Singh
DSS

Quick take: Amid anti-incumbency wave, the BJP wants to retain
the seat while Kashmir-centric NC and PDP have not fielded candidates with a dual aim to ensure Congress victory and to dislodge
the BJP. This time, BJP rebel and founder of Dogra Swabhimaan
Sangthan Choudhary Lal Singh and PoK refugee leader Rajeev Chuni
may spoil BJP’s applecart. Clear polarisation is also visible on the
ground. Hindus are in majority in Jammu and Samba districts while
Muslims dominate Rajouri and Poonch.
2014 results: Jugal Kishore Sharma (BJP)

BARAMULLA
IN THE RING

n

Akbar Lone
National
Conference

n

Raja Ajaz Ali
Peoples’
Conference

n

Abdul Qayoom
Wani Peoples
Democratic Party

Quick take: Baramulla has become point of prestige for all three
main political parties--NC, PDP and the PC. PDP wants to retain the
seat and has fielded trade union leader Abdul Qayoom Wani while
NC has vigorously campaigned for its candidate, former assembly
speaker Akbar Lone, to regain the seat it won in 2009 and 2004.
However, Sajjad Lone’s PC could throw a surprise.
2014 results: Muzaffar Hussain Beigh (PDP)
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Terror-funding
case: Malik in NIA
custody till April 22

RSS leader cremated, violent
protests rock J&K’s Kishtwar
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HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on

JAMMU: : Violence broke out in

Wednesday sent Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) chief Yasin Malik to NIA
custody till April 22 after the
agencysoughthiscustodialinterrogation in connection with a
caserelatedtofundingofseparatistsandterrorgroupsinJammu
and Kashmir.
Malik was produced before
special judgeRakeshSyalwhere
the National Investigation
Agency arrested him inside the
courtroom and sought 15-day
custodial interrogation.
The proceedings in the case
were heard in-camera.
HewasshiftedtoDelhi’sTihar
Jail on Tuesday after the NIA
secured his production remand
in connection with the terror
fundingcase.Malikwillbefacing
questionsfromtheNIArelatedto
funding of his organisation.
TheJammuandKashmirhigh
court has reserved its judgment
onapleaof theCBIforreopening
three-decade-old cases in which
Malikwasanaccused.TheJKLF
chief is facing charges of kidnapping and murder for being allegedly involved in abducting Rubaiya Sayeed, daughter of then
Union home minister Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed in 1989, and
killing of four Indian Air Force
personnel in the early part of
1990.

JammuandKashmir’sKishtwar
town on Wednesday as angry
mourners clashed with police
during the funeral procession of
the senior RSS functionary, who
was killed in Tuesday’s militant
attack along with his personal
security officer (PSO).
The curfew, imposed in Kishtwar and Bhadarwah towns following the killing of RSS leader
Chanderkant Sharma and his
PSO Rajinder Kumar, remained
in force for the second day on
Wednesday.
“Curfew continues to remain
in force in Kishtwar for second
consecutivedaytoday.Thesituation is tense but peaceful. Army,
paramilitary and police forces
remain deployed in the town to
maintain law and order,” Kishtwar deputy commissioner
Angrez Singh Rana said.
The clashes broke out when a
large number of people, taking
part in the funeral procession of
Sharma,wereaskedbythepolice
to desist from sloganeering near
the Dak Banglow area at Kishtwar.
Reports said the police
resorted to cane charge and
lobbed teargas shells to disperse
the protesting mourners when
they did not relent. The mob also
retaliatedbypeltingstonesonthe
police personnel. More than 10
people, including some police-

MIRWAIZ QUIZZED
AGAIN
The NIA questioned separatist
MirwaizUmerFarooqforathird
consecutive day in connection
withaterrorfundingcase.Asthe
investigators were not satisfied
withtheanswersgivenbyFarooq
duringhisearlierquestioning,he
wasagaincalledonWednesdayto
clarifyonmattersrelatedtofundingtohisAwamiActionCommittee and Hurriyat Conference.

MOB RANSACKS SSP OFFICE
JAMMU :An angry mob on
Wednesday ransacked the
office of the senior superintendent of police (SSP) in
Jammu and Kashmir’s curfew bound Kishtwar town.
The mob defied curfew
and ransacked the SSP’s
office despite the security
forces using tear smoke
shells to disperse them.
The protesters were
demanding transfer of the
SSP and the district magis-

men,wereinjuredintheincident.
Later, some locals went to the
office of the Kishtwar senior
superintendent of police (SSP)
and lodged a complaint against
the police action.
The mortal remains of the
slainRSSleaderwasconsignedto
flames at Chowgan ground
12.30pm.
Thousandsofmenandwomen,
including senior RSS functionaries and BJP leaders, were
present on the occasion to pay
their last respect.
The50-year-oldRSSleaderand
hisbodyguardwereshotdeadby
suspected militants at Kishtwar
district hospital, where Sharma
worked as a pharmacist, at
around 12.30 pm on Tuesday.
Before fleeing, the attackers
snatched the PSO’s weapon. The
number of militants involved in
the incident has not yet been

trate (DM) of Kishtwar after
a militant on Tuesday killed
RSS leader Chandrakant
Singh and his security
guard near the Kishtwar
district hospital.
The militant also
decamped with the service
rifle of the slain security
guard.
Authorities called out
the Army to assist the civil
administration for maintaining law and order.
revealed.
Though,the police hav constitutedaspecialinvestigationteam
to probe the murder of Sharma
and his PSO, locals are demanding that the investigation should
be handed over to either the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) or the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).
Meanwhile, Dogra Swabhimaan Sanghthan leader Choudhary Lal Singh was detained by
police in Doda on Wednesday.
AspokesmanoftheSanghthan
alleged that Lal Singh, who was
on his way to attend the last rites
oftheRSSleader,wasarrestedat
the behest of BJP.
“He was detained while BJP
leaders were allowed to attend
the cremation.It is a blatant misuse of power and government
machinery for political gains,”
said the spokesman.

THE CURFEW, IMPOSED
IN KISHTWAR AND
BHADARWAH TOWNS,
FOLLOWING MURDER OF
RSS LEADER ON
TUESDAY REMAINED IN
FORCE FOR THE SECOND
DAY ON WEDNESDAY
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election2019
18states,2UTstovote
asLokSabhapollsbegin
FIRST PHASE 142 mn will vote at 170,664 poll booths to decide the fate of 1,279 candidates
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: India’s staggered general elections will kick off on
Thursday with 91 Lok Sabha
seats spread across 18 states and
twounionterritoriesgoingtothe
polls,the firstday ofa nearlysixweek-long process that constitutes the world’s largest democratic exercise.
A total of 142 million people
will vote at 170,664 poll booths to
decide the political fate of 1,279
candidates in the first of the seven-phase general elections. In
addition to Lok Sabha polls, the
states of Andhra Pradesh and
Sikkim will vote for new assembliesonThursday,aswillpartsof
the coastal state of Odisha. The
counting of votes of all elections,
stateandgeneral,willtake place
on May 23.
“We appeal to the people of
India to vote fearlessly so that
foundationsofourdemocracyget
stronger,” Chief Election CommissionerSunilAroratoldnews
agency ANI.
Polling for all 25 LS and 175
assembly seats in Andhra Pradesh will be held in the first
phase.TeluguDesamParty presidentandchiefministerN ChandrababuNaiduwillcontestfrom
Kuppam, while his son Nara
Lokeshmakeshiselectoraldebut
from Mangalagiri. Principal
challenger, YSR Congress chief
Jaganmohan Reddy, will fight
from Pulivendula.
Telangana will also see all 17
LS seats going to the polls on
Thursday. Having nearly swept
theassemblyelectionsinDecember, the ruling Telangana Rash-

PARRIKAR’S SON
MAY CONTEST
PANAJI BYPOLL

n

Election officials and paramilitary soldiers with election material board a boat to cross the river
Brahmaputra on the eve of the first phase of the general elections in Majuli, Assam, on Wednesday.

traSamithiishoping forastrong
showinginastatewheretheCongressandthe BJParethe opposition parties. There are 443 candidatesinthefray,185fromNizamabad itself, where the Election
Commission has issued jumbo
Electronic Voting Machines.
Uttar Pradesh will see eight
seats go to polls in the communallysensitivewesternpartofthe
state, where the ruling BJP will
clash with the Samajwadi PartyBahujanSamajParty-Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) alliance. All eyes
are on Muzaffarnagar, where
RLD chief Ajit Singh will take on
the BJP’s Sanjeev Balyan.
SevenLSseatsinMaharashtra
will go to polls, with Union roads
ministerNitinGadkarilockedin
a battle with Congress’s Nana
Patole,a former BJPMP, in Nagpur.
In Bihar, four LS seats will see
Lok Janshakti Party leader Chirag Paswan take on Bhudeo
Chaudhary of the Rashtriya Lok

Samata Party in Jamui. In the
North-east,UnionministerKiren
Rijiju will seek election from
ArunachalPradeshWestconstituency;fourseatsinAssamwillgo
to polls, with former chief minister Tarun Gogoi’s son Gaurav
Gogoi fighting from Kaliabor.
InChhattisgarh,Bastarwillgo
to polls amid tight security following a Naxal attack that killed
aBJPMLAandfoursecuritypersonnel on Tuesday.
In Odisha, four LS and 28
assembly seats will go to polls.
Two seats each in West Bengal,
Jammu and Kashmir and
Meghalayawillseepolling in the
first phase. Other seats include
Mizoram, Tripura, Manipur,
Nagaland,Sikkim,Andamanand
Nicobar, and Lakshadweep
Two seats in the violence-hit
Jammu and Kashmir, Jammu
and Baramulla, will vote on
Thursday amid a boycott call by
separatists.
In Baramulla, a three-tier

AP

security is in place with 30,000
troops deployed here.
CRPF JAWAN INJURED IN
IED EXPLOSION IN MAHA
A Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF)jawanwasinjuredassuspected Maoists triggered an
improvised explosive device
(IED) blast in Maharashtra’s
Gadchiroli on Wednesday. The
Maoist-hitGadchirolivotesinthe
first phase of national polls on
Thursday.TheMaoistshascalled
for an election boycott and
warned people against voting.
Officials said a group of CRPF
jawans was going to a weekly
marketnearGatta-Jambiawhen
the IED went off. Sunil Patel, the
wounded jawan, was airlifted to
Nagpur for treatment.
TheattackinGadchirolicame
adayafterBJPlawmakerBhima
Mandavi and four security personnel were killed in a landmine
blast in Chhattisgarh’s Maoist
insurgency-hit Dantewada.

Parrikar’selder son Utpal Parrikar is likely to contest from his
father’sassemblyseatPanaji,for
which a bypoll will be held on
May 19. The seat fell vacant after
Parrikar’s death last month.
For the past few weeks, Parrikar’s supporters have been
demanding that his sons carry
forwardhislegacy.Parrikarhad
representedthePanajiseatsince
1994, except for a brief period in
2014 when he became a union
minister. “From the party side,
they have asked me to hit the
ground campaigning for the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls in the
Panaji constituency [under the
North Goa Parliamentary seat].
There is no other message to me
as of now,” said Utpal Parrikar.
“I have not thought about it
yet.Theonlymessagetomefrom
the party is to campaign for the
Lok Sabha,” Utpal added.
LokSabhapollsandbypollsto
three assembly seats in Goa will
be held on April 23. Both the
state’stwoParliamentaryseats—
North Goa and South Goa — are
currentlyheldbytherulingBJP.
BypollstoShirodaandMandrem
assemblyseatswerenecessitated
afteritsCongressMLAsresigned
fromthelegislativeassemblyand
party and joined the BJP. The
Mapusabypollwasneededdueto
the death of sitting BJP MLA
Francis D’Souza
Parrikar died on March 17
afteraprolongedbattlewithpancreatic ailment. In a statement
issuedafterthemourningperiod
got over, the ex-CM’s sons Utpal
andAbhijatsaidtheywouldhonour their father “by continuing
his legacy of service and dedication to the state and the nation”.
(With agency inputs)
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HT Correspondent
NEWDELHI: The Ministry of Infor-

mation and Broadcasting (MIB)
askedpublic broadcaster Prasar
BharationWednesdaytoadhere
to the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC)toensure“balancedcoverage” for all recognised parties.
This comes after the Election
Commission (EC) wrote to the
ministry on Tuesday about airtime coverage given to various
political parties being “disproportionate and not balanced”.
All India Radio and Doordarshan(DD)arethebroadcastplatformsofPrasarBharati.Accordingtoapersonawareofthedevelopments, MIB secretary Amit
Khare asked Prasar Bharati
Chief Executive Officer Shashi
ShekharVempantitoensurethat
the MCC rules are followed by
AIR and DD general services.
The poll panel said this was to
ensure that the principle of neutrality and a level playing field,
especially in light of the provisions of the MCC, is maintained.
AftercomplaintsfromOpposition parties that DD News had
shown bias while broadcasting
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
MainBhiChowkidarprogramme
— where he interacted with people across the country via video
conferencefromNewDelhi—for
nearlyanhouronApril1,thepoll
panel issueda notice to thechannel. Based on a report submitted
by DD News on April 5, the poll
panel concluded that the coverage was not in accordance with
theMCCthat saysthe“misuse of
official mass media during the
election period for partisan coverageofpoliticalnewsandpublicitynewsandpublicityregarding
achievement with a view of furtheringtheprospectsoftheparty
in power shall be scrupulously
avoided.”

Anisha Dutta
n

THE BJP SWEPT THE
REGION AND SECURED
42.63% VOTES IN 2014
POLLS. THE SP-BSP-RLD
ALLIANCE HAD A
COMBINED VOTE SHARE
OF 42.98%, AND PLANS
TO COUNTER THE BJP

anisha.dutta@htlive.com

ZAFARNAGAR: The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is hoping
toretainitseightLokSabhaseats
in Western Uttar Pradesh that
willgotopollsinthefirstphaseof
Lok Sabha elections on Thursday.Itfacesastiffchallengefrom
the arithmetically formidable
Samajwadi Party (SP), Bahujan
SamajParty(BSP)andRashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) alliance, which is
bankingon the sizeablechunkof
concentrated Muslims voters in
the region.
In the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the BJP won Saharanpur,
Kairana,Muzaffarnagar,Bijnor,
Meerut,Baghpat,Ghaziabadand
Gautam Buddh Nagar in the aftermath of communal polarisation in the region. The 2013
Muzaffarnagar violence triggered the polarisation.
The BJP swept the region and
secured 42.63% votes. The
SP-BSP-RLD alliancehad acombinedvoteshareof42.98%in2014
pollsandiscounteringtheBJPby
listing the government’s failures.The Congress, with a vote
share of 7.53% in the previous
election, has largely been
reduced to a marginal player.
OfalltheCongresscandidates,
its Saharanpur nominee, Imran
Masood, is seen as a strong contendertomakeittoLokSabha.In
2014, Masood secured over 4.07
lakh votes. He lost to the BJP’s
RaghavLakhanpal,whogotover
4.72 votes.
Keeping in view the support
that Masood enjoys, BSP president Mayawati has urged Muslims not to let the community’s
votes split.
A likely split in votes of MuslimcommunitymaygivetheBJP
an edge. Both Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Aditya-

n

In 2014 polls, the BJP won Saharanpur, Kairana, Muzaffarnagar,
Bijnor, Meerut, Baghpat, Ghaziabad and Gautam Buddh Nagar in
the aftermath of communal polarisation in the region.
HT FILE

nath have targeted Masood in
their public meetings. Adityanath called Masood Pakistanbased terrorist Azhar Masood’s
son-in-law and alleged that he
spoke the language of terrorists.
“Now, you will have to decide
whether you want to elect a candidate who speaks Azhar Masood’slanguageorModi’slieutenant Raghav Lakhanpal who will
ensure the development of all,”
Yogi said. Muslims account for
Saharanpur’s 40% population.
“Imran Masood has a lot of local
supportbecauseof theworkthat
hehasdoneinthecommunity.He
has been instrumental in resolving communal disputes…,” said
MohammadAfzal,46,whorunsa
small tea-stall.
Businessman Vijay Chawla,
54,saidhewillvotefortheBJP.“I
amaHinduandwillgivethevote
to a Hindu only,” he said.
“Even many Muslim women
support Modi because of his
promiseofabolishingtripletalaq
[instantdivorcepracticeamonga
sectionofMuslims],’’hesaid.“At
theendoftheday,they[BJP]still
havedonesomework.Wedidface
certain issues during demonetisation but despite that, there has

been development.”
Bhim Army, which has a considerable following in Western
Uttar Pradesh, has appealed to
membersoftheDalitcommunity
to vote for Masood. BSP candidate from Saharanpur, Fazlur
Rahman, said a Muslim has won
even when two Muslims have
contested the seat.
“I am not dependent only on
Muslim votes. I am getting votes
from every community. I have
Hindu votes and Dalit votes.”
A sizeable chunk of Muslims
turned up for the Congress rally
inKairanaonMonday.Congress
generalsecretaryPriyankaGandhiVadra’sroadshowinGhaziabad and Bijnor, too, attracted
large crowds.
S K Dwivedi, a former head of
the department of political scienceatLucknowUniversity,said
Muslimvotesaregettingdivided
between the alliance and Congress. “Mayawati’s appeal to the
communityagainstanydivision
of votes has not made much
impact and this may prove
advantageoustotheBJPtosome
extent.”
In Meerut,the BJP has fielded
Rajendra Agarwal for the third

time despite resentment against
him in the key constituency.
Heavyturnoutinthejointrallyof
MayawatiandRLDleaderJayant
Chaudhary on Monday also
boostedthemoraleofthealliance
candidate, Haji Yakoob, in
Meerut. Congress has fielded
Harendra Agarwal, a Vaishya
candidate,whoislikelytoeatinto
the BJP’s Vaishya votes.
In Kairana, BJP’s Pradeep
Choudharyfacesthechallengeof
consolidating Hindu Gujjar voters loyal to the family of former
lawmaker late Hukum Singh.
The party has denied ticket to
Hukum Singh’s daughter, Mriganka Singh, who had contested
the 2018 Lok Sabha by-poll after
the demise of her father. But she
lost to the alliance candidate,
Tabassum Hasan.
The Congress has not fielded
candidatesagainstRLD’sJayant
Chaudhary in Baghpat and his
father,AjitSingh,inMuzaffarnagar. Jayant Chaudhary will take
onUnionministerandBJPcandidate Satyapal Singh in Baghpat.
Ajit Singh will be up against
BJP’s Sanjeev Baliyan. BJP candidate from Bijnor, Bhartendra
Singh, also facesthe challenge of
retaining his seat. The alliance
has fielded Malook Nagar while
CongressNaseemuddinSiddiqui,
a former BSP leader. In Bijnor,
Muslim’s constitute 43% of the
total population.
(With inputs from Umesh
Raghuvanshi and S Raju)
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NEWDELHI: The Election CommissionclarifiedonWednesdaythat
itwasnotagainstelectoralbonds
but opposed to the anonymity of
the donor and the redeemer.
In its submissions before the
Supreme Court, the poll watchdog said it did not favour the veil
of secrecy associated with the
contributions made through
electoral bonds.
Electoral bonds, unlike debt
instruments, resemble promissorynotes,whichallowdonorsto
pay political parties with banks
as an intermediary. They were
introduced after changes in the
Finance Act 2017; there were
related amendments in the
IncomeTaxAct,theRBIAct,and
theRepresentationofPeopleAct.
Even foreigncompaniescanbuy
electoral bonds.
SenioradvocateRakeshDwivedi told a bench led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi that transparency in political donations was
necessarytohavearegimewhere
a voter not only knows his or her
candidate butalso theparty.The
bench was hearing a PIL against
electoralbondsandalsoanappli-

cation that sought a stay on its
operation. The petition challengesseveralprovisionsinthelaw,
includingtheonesthathavedone
away with a cap on corporate
fundingthroughelectoralbonds
and allowed foreign funding.
When the CJI pointed out to
manysectionsintheaffidavitand
said the EC had called having
electionbondsa retrograde step,
Dwivediinsistedthecommission
was anxious about the opacityin
the funding process. He pointed
to EC’s letter of May 2017 to the
ministry of law and justice and
said the communiqué indicated
that the bond legalises anonymity. “Bonds with transparency is
fine,aslongasitdisclosesfullyto
the EC or people,” he said.
Whenthe courtaskedforEC’s
views on its proposal to direct
StateBankofIndia—thenationalised bank responsible to issue
the bonds — to publish details of
all bonds issued till Wednesday
and the names of the donors as
well as the redeemers, Dwivedi
responded in the affirmative.
“We have to act per the law. We
(EC) have no problems if the
details are published,” he said.
Dwivedi said bonds would
make it impossible to differenti-

atebetweenforeignanddomestic
funding. “It is important for people to have an informed choice.
Transparencyisimportant,” the
senior counsel added.
The government, however,
contended before the apex court
that the anonymity of the donor,
in case of electoral bonds, is to
preventpoliticalvictimisationof
thedonor.Attorneygeneral(AG)
KKVenugopalinhissubmission
said:“Electoralbondsaremeant
toeradicateblackmoneyinpoliticalfunding...aswehavenoState
fundingofelections.Politicalparties get funds from supporters,
affluentpersons,etc.Thefunders
all want their political party to
come to power. But if their party
does not, then there could be
repercussions...so secrecy is
required.”
Companies, he argued, preferredanonymityforvariousreasons. “If a particular company
fundsapoliticalpartyandthelatter does not come to power, then
the company would be punished
by their own shareholders,” he
submitted. Agencies willing to
ascertain the source of money
canscrutiniseitthroughbanking
channels.Thebenchwillresume
the hearing on Thursday.

RAHUL FILES PAPERS FOR AMETHI

›

Etah

I have come to you when the country’s tallest leader
and my friend Manohar Parrikar is not with us... The
country carried out the surgical strike during his
tenure. He laid the foundation for new India.
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister, in Panaji

Modi’s facial expressions have changed as he is suffering
from the fear of going to jail if there is an
investigation into the Rafale scam. After Cong comes
to power, we will conduct investigation into the Rafale
and send all those guilty, including Modi, behind bars...
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president, in Raiganj (West Bengal)

Uttar Pradesh

Aonla

Chopra, Dinajpur

Uttar Pradesh West Bengal

Ulhasnagar
Maharashtra

Mumbai
Maharashtra

Panaji
Goa

Raiganj
West Bengal

Rahul Gandhi
Sharad Pawar
Narendra Modi
Yogi Adityanath
Uddhav Thackeray
Mamata Banerjee
Akhilesh Yadav

n

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, his sister and a Congress general
secretary who is the party’s eastern Uttar Pradesh incharge, during a road show in Amethi on
ANI
Wednesday. Earlier in the day, the Congress chief filed his nomination for Amethi.

In north Bengal, BJP
set to emerge as main
challenger to TMC

Stalled Naga peace
talks, citizenship
bill row may affect
Nagaland outcome

HT Correspondent

Sadiq Naqvi

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

COOCH BEHAR/ALIPURDUAR:

It’s
almost 8 pm and West Bengal
chiefministerMamata Banerjee
isstillcloseted with herkeyleaders in a hotel in the centre of
Cooch Behar town.
Thegeneralelectionisabattle
ofprestigefortheTMC chief,and
she is not relying merely on her
party colleagues to repulse the
march of the BJP. Barely a few
metresawayfromherhotel,four
top BJP leaders -- general secretary incharge of West Bengal,
Kailash Vijayvargiya, and RSS
leaders, Shiv Prakash and Arvind Menon with Mukul Roy, a
former Banerjee loyalist -- are
discussing poll strategy.
The north Bengal town is witnessing a keen contest between
the ruling TMC and the BJP,
which has grow in size and influenceacrosseight LokSabhaseats
in this part. The slide in the fortunes of the CPI(M) and the Congress has helped the BJP gain
groundintheregion,expertssay.
“Thereisanoveltyvalueabout
Modi and his BJP. People are
tempted to give them a chance,”
said Pradeep Das, who drives a
battery rickshaw.
The BJP stood third in Cooch
Beharwithavotetallyofjust2.17
lakh, against 5.26 lakh polled by

TMC in 2014. The BJP is in the
race to win the seat this time,
after it fielded a TMC turncoat,
NishithPramanik,andforgedan
alliance with Rajbongshigroups
suchastheGreaterCoochBehar
Peoples’ Association of Atul
Maharaj.InAlipurduar,whereit
finished a close third in 2014, the
BJP roped in a prominent tribal
face, John Barla, who is known
for his grip over tribal votes
among workers in tea gardens.
OftheeightLokSabhaseatsof
north Bengal, the BJP could win
just one in the 2014. Its victory in
Darjeelingwaslargelycreditedto
the support it received from the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha. The
TMC won four seats, Congress
two and CPM one. Things have
changed in the past five years.
“My family has always voted
fortheCPM.Wewillvotefor BJP,
asithasemergedastheprincipal
challengerto TMC,”saidSuman
Kundu, a shopkeeper in Alipurduar. A CPM veteran said:
“Mamata Banerjee’s politics to
appease the minority votes has
fuelled the BJP’s rise in north
Bengal. It was always a fertile
ground for the BJP.” “The BJP
hasbeengrowingslowlyoverthe
past several elections, and the
absenceofanallianceintheoppositionishelpingitscase,”saidGilles Verniers, co-director at the
Trivedi Centre of Political Data.

›

RALLY ROUND-UP

›

n

Oppn alliance looks to take on BJP
SAHARANPUR/BIJNOR/KAIRANA/MUZ-
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PANAJI: FormerGoaCMManohar

Smriti Kak Ramachandran

Not against electoral
bonds but secrecy: EC

W E S T E R N U T TA R P R A D E S H

Gerard de Souza
n

I&B ministry asks
Prasar Bharati to
follow poll code

›

Five years ago he was
the chaiwala and now he
is suddenly the chowkidar...
He was mum when people
were lynched. I call him
(Modi) dangabaaz (rioteer)
and a lootera (looter).
MAMATA BANERJEE, West Bengal CM
in Chopra, Dinajpur

Under the BJP regime in nation, beef
export has increased while potato
farmers are not getting fair prices.
There is nothing about jobs in Sankalp
Patra (manifesto) of BJP...
AKHILESH YADAV, SP president in Etah

›

In every speech, Modi criticises the NCP and the
Congress, but never tells what the
BJP and Shiv Sena have done...
Everyone knows what Modi has
done to his family, now he is poking
his nose into our family...
SHARAD PAWAR, NCP chief, in Ulhasnagar

n
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DIMAPUR/KOHIMA:Discontentover

the deadlocked Naga peace talks
andtheCitizenshipAmendment
Bill islikelytohaveanimpacton
theelectiontothesoleLokSabha
seat in Nagaland on Thursday.
Four years ago, the Centre
signed a framework agreement
withtheNationalSocialistCouncil of Nagaland (NSCN) I-M to
resolveIndia’soldestinsurgency
but progress has been stalled
overquestionsofaseparateNaga
flag and constitution.
“Before the assembly elections,weweretoldweshouldparticipate in polls for a solution to
emerge,” said Shikuto Zalipu,
General-Secretary of the NagalandGaonBurahFederation,the
apex body of village chiefs. “Yet
morethanayearlater,wearestill
waiting.”
Inthestate’slargestcityDimapur, VS Atem, a member of the
NSCN(I-M),saidthegovernment
recently told his group an agreement was not possible soon
because of ‘sensitivities’ since
this is election year.
In Dimapur, migrants stream
infromneighbouringregionsfor
employment.TheyalsofeedNaga
anxieties about “outsiders”, a
sentiment that has been fuelled
byCAB,whichproposedtogrant
citizenship to minorities from
threeMuslim-majoritycountries
in India’s neighbourhood.
Thechangedpoliticalscenario
may have prompted the Naga
People’sFront(NPF)tonotputup
a candidate, a first, and support
the Congress. “For the people of
Nagaland, these elections are
first about identity,” said president of Nagaland Congress, K
Therie. “For a while, we thought
Modicreateda brand for himself
by saying he will bring about a
solution. But eventually, we
found no political will,” says
Theja Therie, spokesperson of
the Naga Tribes Council (NTC).
But the BJP, which is part of
the ruling coalition led by the
NationalistDemocraticProgressive Party (NDPP), dismisses
thesecharges.“Our alliancewill
win on the development plank
andalsofortakingthepeaceprocessforward,”saidKuputoShohe,
party spokesperson.
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UK judge doesn’t buy
‘scapegoat’ argument
MALLYA CASE Court refused permission to appeal against extradition, dismissed arguments
Prasun Sonwalkar
n

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Controversial businessman Vijay Mallya believes he will
be made a “scapegoat” if extradited to India, justice William
Davis of the high court has noted,
while rejecting this and other
grounds to appeal against the
home secretary’s February 4
extradition order, narrowing the
legal options before the former
liquor baron.
The judge’s five-page order of
April 5 refusing Mallya permission to appeal dismisses various
arguments advanced against the
December 2018 judgement of
chief magistrate Emma Arbuthnot of the Westminster Magistrates Court, including claims
that India will not comply with
obligations under the India-UK
extradition treaty.
Mallya has until Friday to
apply for a hearing in an open
court. If applied, it will be heard
by a high court judge on a date to
be decided based on the court’s
schedule, but experts believe his
legal options to resist extradition
have now narrowed.
“The high court’s dismissal of
his written application to appeal
is a real setback… It is unusual
for leave to be granted when it has
already been refused in writing,”
said Nick Vamos, former head of
extradition at the Crown Prosecution Service, which represents
India in UK court hearings.
“If his oral application is also
dismissed, the extradition order
becomes final if there is no fur-

Rafale papers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Defending the government,
defence minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the Supreme
Court order allowing leaked
documents to be relied upon by
petitioners seeking a review of
its Rafale judgment was not a
setback to the government and
that Congress president Gandhi
was guilty of “gross contempt of
court” for attributing to the
apex court what it never said in
the order . The order was limited to whether the documents,
which the government had
argued should not be considered by the court as they had
been obtained illegally, should
be accepted by the apex court or
not, she said.
Claiming that the Supreme
Court had “accepted that there
is some corruption” in Rafale,
Gandhi challenged the Prime
Minister to a debate on the jet
fighter deal. The three documents in question include an
eight-page note written by three
members of the Indian negotiating team, a note by the ministry
of defence and a note written in
November 2015 by the then deputy secretary (air) of the defence
ministry, SK Sharma. The last
two notes were marked as sensitive under the Officials Secrets
Act. However, the court concluded the government could
not claim privilege over the documents as they had been published in The Hindu newspaper
and were “thus available in the
public domain.”

n

Businessman Vijay Mallya has until Friday to apply for a hearing in
AP FILE
an open court.

ther legal step that can be taken in
relation to the appeal. In practice,
this means that the extradition
order becomes final automatically once leave to appeal is
refused at the oral hearing.”
“Mallya would then have to be
returned to India within 28 days,
although that period can be
extended if there is reasonable
cause. However, I would be surprised if the Indian authorities
did not have the plane on the tarmac, ready to go,” Vamos added.
Mallya, once known as the
king of good times, flew to the UK
in March 2016 as a consortium of
banks owed ₹ 9,000 crore by his
defunct Kingfisher Airlines
closed in on him to recover the
money.
In India, he has been declared
a fugitive economic offender,
while he has recently been putting forth his version of events

through social media, offering to
return loans and seeking to counter the narrative that he “stole”
money from India.
In his application, Mallya
raised India’s treaty obligations
under “specialty” – the rule that
the person sought will be tried
only for those offences mentioned
in the extradition request, and
not for others – and argued that
the home secretary should have
made specific inquiries from
India about this.
Mallya also raised the issue of
gangster Abu Salem’s extradition
to India from Portugal and the
alleged breach of specialty in his
case, besides claiming that the
home secretary was wrong in not
ordering his discharge after
“detailed representations” were
made.
Justice Davis said in his order:
“There was and is no basis for the

secretary of state to make enquiries of the kind suggested. The
treaty between the UK and India
obliges both states to comply with
the rule of specialty. The domestic law in India gives full effect to
the rule.” “The reality of this case
is that the Applicant believes that
he will be scapegoated once he is
returned to India,” he said, adding that there was no sufficient
basis “for the secretary of state to
conclude that the government of
India will not comply with its specialty arrangements.”
On Mallya’s witness, academic
Lawrence Saez, suggesting that
he is being unfairly targeted by
both main political parties in
India, the order said: “This evidence did not begin to explain
how the political opinions of the
Applicant was the underlying
reason for the proposed prosecution.”
The judge also dismissed the
claim of risk of an unfair trial in
India: “India is a democratic
country with an independent
judiciary.
A great deal more than has
been provided in this case would
be required to raise even an arguable case that someone in the
Applicant’s position would not
receive a fair trial in India.”
Arbuthnot’s conclusion that
there would be no risk to Mallya’s
human rights in the Arthur Road
jail in Mumbai was challenged on
the grounds that it was based on
India’s sovereign assurances;
instead, it was claimed she should
have required jail inspection by
an independent expert.

Omar leads protest, Centre
defends highway ban order

DEFAMATION
CASE: CHARGES
FRAMED
AGAINST RAMANI
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GUWAHATI: Manipur-based jour-

nalist Kishorchandra Wangkhem, who was arrested on sedition charges in November, has
said the “draconian” National
Security Act should be scrapped.
The Manipur high court on
Monday ordered the release of
Wangkhem, who spent almost
four and a half months in detention. “This kind of law has no
place in a democracy. It should be
scrapped,” Wangkhem said as he
walked out of Manipur Central
Jail in Sajiwa on Wednesday.
“Slapping NSA on me was
absolute misuse of power and
suppression of my rights to freedom of speech and expression. It
was a manifestation of autocratic
rule of the present [Bharatiya
Janata Party-led] government,”
he said.
Wangkhem, 39, who worked
with a local news channel in
Imphal was detained on November 27 under the NSA.
A day earlier, a chief judicial
magistrate had granted him bail
in the case after he was first
arrested on November 20 saying
that there was nothing seditious
in his posts.
“They slapped NSA even after
the court order with the sole
motive of suppressing my voice
and keeping me behind bars,”
Wangkhem said.
Wangkhem was first arrested
on November 20 after he
uploaded videos criticising and
abusing the BJP-led Manipur
government for observing the
birth anniversary of “Rani of
Jhansi”. Wanghkem, in the videos, said the queen of Jhansi had
nothing do with Manipur even as
he called chief minister N Biren
Singh a “puppet of the Centre”
and a “puppet of Hindutva”.

Scientists on
Wednesday revealed the first
image ever made of a black hole,
depicting a fiery orange and black
ring of gravity-twisted light
swirling around the edge of the
abyss.
The picture, assembled from
data gathered by eight radio telescopes around the world, shows
the hot, shadowy lip of a supermassive black hole, one of the
light-sucking monsters of the
universe theorised by Einstein
more than a century ago and confirmed by observations for decades. It is along this edge that
light bends around itself in a cosmic funhouse effect.
“We have seen what we
thought was unseeable. We have
seen and taken a picture of a black
hole. Here it is,” said Sheperd
Doeleman of Harvard, leader of a
team of about 200 scientists from
20 countries.
University of Waterloo physicist Avery Broderick, a co-discoverer, declared: “Science fiction
has become science fact.”
In fact, Jessica Dempsey, a
co-discoverer and deputy
director of the East Asian Observatory in Hawaii, said the fiery circle reminded her of the flaming
Eye of Sauron from the “Lord of

the Rings” trilogy.
Unlike smaller black holes
that come from collapsed stars,
supermassive black holes are
mysterious in origin. Situated at
the centre of most galaxies,
including ours, they are so dense
that nothing, not even light, can
escape their gravitational pull.
This one’s “event horizon” — the
precipice, or point of no return,
where light and matter begin to
fall inexorably into the hole — is
as big as our entire solar system.
Three years ago, scientists
using an extraordinarily sensitive observing system heard the
sound of two much smaller black
holes merging to create a gravitational wave, as Albert Einstein
predicted. The new image, published in the Astrophysical Journal Letters and announced
around the world, adds light to
that sound.
Outside scientists suggested
the achievement could be worthy
of a Nobel Prize, just like the gravitational wave discovery.
The image helps confirm Einstein’s general theory of relativity, Dempsey said. Einstein a century ago even predicted the symmetrical shape that scientists just
found. The black hole depicted is
about 6 billion times the mass of
our sun and is in a galaxy called
M87 that is about 53 million light
years from Earth.
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NEW DELHI: Journalist Priya

Ramani pleaded not guilty in a
defamation case filed by former
Union minister MJ Akbar
against her last year.
“I plead truth as my defence,
made in good faith in public
interest and for the public good.
I will prove my defence during
trial.
I plead not guilty,” she told a
Delhi court which framed the
defamation charge on Wednesday.
Journalist Priya Ramani had
levelled allegations of sexual
misconduct against Akbar during his tenure as the editor of a
newspaper.
“The permanent exemption
is granted subject to the condition that her counsel shall
remain present in the court on
each and every date of hearing
for the purpose of trial and the
absence of Ms Priya Ramani
shall not be the reason for any
delay in the progress of
the case,” said additional chief
metropolitan
magistrate,
Samar Vishal.

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR
LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS OF SEVEN (07) DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL
PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of
zones of retail liquor licenses of liquor vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned
below, are invited for the year 2019-2020. The reserve prices of these zones shall be reduced in the
slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the Zone is less than Rs.5.00 crore
and in the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the Zone is more than
Rs.5.00 crore.
Sr.
No
1
2

Name of
Distt.
Fatehabad
Gurugram
(East)
Gurugram
(West)
Karnal
Panipat
Rewari
Sirsa

3
4
5
6
7

letters@hindustantimes.com

Zone Code
ZFTB06
ZGRE04

ZGRE07

ZGRW08

ZGRW16

ZKNL02
ZPNP05
ZRWR02
ZSRS02
ZSRS22

ZPNP09
ZRWR04
ZSRS07
ZSRS23

ZGRE08

ZGRE12

ZPNP12

ZPNP13

ZSRS09
ZSRS26

ZSRS13

ZSRS18

ZSRS20

ZSRS21

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
1
2
3

SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI: The Union

home ministry on Wednesday
defended the order restricting the
civilian traffic movement along
the lifeline highway connecting
Kashmir with the outside world
even as former chief minister
Omar Abdullah led protests
against the move in the Valley. It
said the step that came into effect
on Sunday has been taken to
ensure safe movement of forces
until May 31.
The government last week said
civilian traffic on the highway
would be banned from 4 am to 5
pm every Sunday and Wednesday exclusively for troop movement until May 31. Abdullah who
led a sit-in protest against the
restrictions at Nowgam in Srinagar, said: “There is no need of the
ban. The army has said it does not
want this ban. It has said they did
not demand this ban. ...former
army chief General [Ved Prakash] Malik has said it is a dumb
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Scrap NSA, says Scientists release first
Manipur journalist image of a black hole
jailed over posts
on social media
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1.

2.

3.
n

National Conference vice-president Omar Abdullah during a protest
near the Srinagar-Jammu highway at Nowgam on Wednesday. ANI

idea. We have protested today to
tell the government that it should
revoke this order and people
should be freely allowed to use
the highway.”
Malik called the idea “dumb”
in a tweet and added it goes
against the core objective of winning hearts and minds. He asked
authorities to weigh its pros and
cons. Instead of strengthening
local police, intelligence and

improving security, the move
shows forces becoming over
defensive, he added.
“The ban is another way to
suppress people... it is an attack
on its [Kashmir]’s economy and
fundamental rights.
I reiterate that we should defy
this ban… We will see who takes
action,”said former CM Mehbooba Mufti at Pantha
Chowk.

4.
5.

Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.
Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.
Evaluation of e-tenders.

From 12th April, 2019(09:00 A.M.)
Till 12th April, 2019 (05:00 P.M.)
12th April, 2019(06:00 P.M.)

These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department
(published on 09th March, 2019) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of
retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the year 2019-20. The public notice is available on the
departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall
be conspicuously displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall
also be available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner
prescribed in the Excise Policy for the year 2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as
applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules framed thereunder.
The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices issued for allotment of vends for
the year 2019-2020 shall hold good and are not reiterated.
The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana.
He may reject, without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be
within 10 days of the date of allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION
DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR
THE ALLOTMENT OF WHOLESALE LICENSE OF
IMFL (L-1) AND COUNTRY LIQUOR (L-13) FOR
THE YEAR 2019-2020.
The applications are invited for grant of wholesale license of IMFL in
the form of L-1 and wholesale license of Country Liquor in form of L-13.
Both the wholesale license of IMFL, L-1 and Country Liquor L-13, shall be
granted to retail licensees of the district in order of the revenue
contributed by them on 04th April, 2019. The revenue contribution to be
considered for L-1 and L-13 shall be the parts of total revenue
contribution made by the licensee in a district. The parts of revenue to be
attributed to IMFL and CL shall be computed by dividing total bid amount
in proportion for IMFL and CL. The proportion shall be derived by
multiplying quota of IMFL allotted to him with district incidence for the
year 2016-17 and quota of CL multiplied by the district incidence of CL
for the year 2016-17. It is also displayed on the official website of the
department www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The applications were invited for grant of wholesale license of IMFL
in the form of L-1 and wholesale license of Country Liquor in form of L13 for Faridabad District of the state on 30.03.2019 and further extended
upto 04.04.2019. Now, the applications are invited for L-1/L-13 licenses
for the Faridabad district only mentioned in the table given below:
Sr.
District
No. of L-1 to be given on No. of L-13 to be given
the basis of Revenue
No.
on the basis of Revenue
contributed on 04.04.2019
contributed on
04.04.2019
1
Faridabad
1
2
Total
1
2
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor
(L-13) shall be granted in accordance with the provisions of Punjab
Excise Act, 1914 as applicable to the state of Haryana Rules framed
under the Excise Policy for the year 2019-20. The Excise Policy for the
year 2019- 20 is available on the official website of the department
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The application shall be submitted in the office of the DETC (Excise)
concerned on or before 12th April, 2019. The applications shall be
forwarded by DETC (Excise) along with his comprehensive report
recommendation to the Excise and Taxation Commissioner immediately.
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor
(L-13) shall be granted subject to the provisions of Punjab Excise Act, 1914,
Rules framed thereunder and the Excise Policy for the year 2019-2020.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.
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Awelcomeboost Why the realty sector is stagnating
fortransparency
Rigid rules and a regulatory maze for permits
have created frictions in the housing market

Rafale case: The ruling will stop
the misuse of secrecy clauses

T

VAIDEHI
TANDEL
SAHIL
GANDHI

he Supreme Court ruling on Wednesday in the
Rafale case came as a setback to the government.
The unanimous judgment by the three-member
bench, led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, overruled the Centre’s objections over the admissibility of some documents,

which, the latter claimed, were sensi-

ourtake

tive in nature and had been obtained
through “unauthorised photocopying and leakage”. Those documents will now be judged on merit as part of the review of the
December 14, 2018, verdict of the apex court, which had ruled out
a court-monitored probe into the allegations of procedural violations and favouritism in a deal to procure 36 Rafale jets, effectively giving the government a clean chit.
The Wednesday ruling is unequivocally a welcome one. On
the legal front, this case makes it clear that the Official Secrets
Act cannot be invoked to escape legal scrutiny on matters involving public money. The government was the winner in the Rafale
case in December last year but if any new material is brought to
the notice of the judiciary, then the question of a review should

A

sIndiamarchestowardsadecidedly urban future, concerns
about quality of urban living
should be topmost priority for
policymakers. While there are
manyurbanproblemsthatneed
to be addressed, inadequateaffordable housingisamongthemostserious.Withoutaffordable housing in the formal housing market,
millionsamongthepoorhavefoundshelterin
slums where there is very limited access to
basic amenities and risks of demolition are
high. Given the scale of the problem, it is
impossiblefortheIndiangovernmentaloneto
deliver “housing to all”; smooth functioning
housingmarketswillalsohavetoplayacritical role in meeting this objective.
However, rigid rules dictating how much
canbebuiltandwhere,alongwithaveritable
regulatory maze in getting essential permits
to construct, have created frictions in the
housing market. Developers have to seek
clearancesfrommultipledepartments.They
haveto ensure compliance with a large number of rules and regulations that may be subjecttorevisionsandpaysteepofficialcharges
andfees.Thereareseriousdelaysingranting
permitsandoften,ifapplicationsarerejected,

no clear reasons are given.Speed money and
bribes are common in the process leading to
cost escalations. Rules governing land use
effectively choke the supply of land and also
drive up land costs.
Furthermore, real estate and land are
heavily litigated. Data collected from the
MaharashtraRealEstateRegulatoryAuthorityshowsthataround16%of projectsand31%
ofthebuilt-upspaceare,orhavebeen,inlegal
disputes. For Mumbai, these figures are 30%
of the real estate projects and around 50% of
thebuilt-upspace;forThane,thecorresponding figures are 26% and around 36% respectively. On an average, a project in a legal disputeinMumbaihasfourcasesinvariousstages of resolution in different courts. As a
result,projectsremainstuckinthelegalquagmire for prolonged periods. It is no surprise,
therefore,thatconstructionprojectsinIndian
cities take too long to complete.
In a paper co-authored by us along with
Alex Tabarrok from George Mason UniversityandShamikaRavifromBrookingsIndia,
wefindthatonanaverage,theestimatedcompletiontimesofrealestateprojectsinMumbai
is around eight years. That is considerably
longer than the completion times in other
countries. These delays can get costly if constructionandlandcostsarefinancedthrough
borrowing at very high interest rates.
To counter these issues, real estate developershaveresortedtountenablepracticesfor
completingconstructionprojects.Theyresort
to cash flow manipulations by using funds
raised from pre-sales of apartments in pro-

n

Real estate and land are heavily litigated in
this country
SUNIL GHOSH / HINDUSTAN TIMES

jects that have not yet begun to finance other
projects that are already underway to get
aroundtheproblemofunavailabilityofcheap
finance.
Ultimately,boththesignificantdelaysand
malpracticesaffecthomebuyerswhohavelittle to no information about the reasons for
delay.Toaddresstheseproblemsinthehousing sector, state governments have been
directed to set up real estate regulatory
authorities.ThegovernmentofMaharashtra
was among the first to set up the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority. In Maharashtra, all
developersinvolvedinprojectsthatareeither
larger than 500 square metres or have more
than eight apartments have to register with
the Authority and furnish detailed informa-

tion about their ongoing projects along with
details of any litigation on the project.
Failure to provide accurate and complete
informationinvitespenalties.Further,developersalsohavetoprovideastipulateddateby
when the project would be completed and
have to pay interest to homebuyers in case of
delays. Finally, developers have to set up an
escrow account for each project and deposit
fundscollectedfromsalesintheseaccountsto
beutilisedforfinancingconstructionandland
costs of that specific project. Since being set
up, the Authority has been actively monitoring projects and hearing grievances from
homebuyers.
The creation of the Authority has, to an
extent , helped mitigate the issues pertaining
to asymmetry of information and curbing
cashflowmanipulation.However,addressing
thesymptoms(delaysincompletion)without
resolving the underlying regulatory constraintsdevelopersfacemightfurtherdistort
supply. The new regulations have been
harderonsomeofthesmallerdeveloperswho
lack the wherewithal to navigate the labyrinth that is getting construction permits on
time causing many to exit the market. The
Authorityhasnojurisdictiontoholddifferent
governmentdepartmentstoaccountforwithholdingordelayingapprovalswithoutavalid
cause. Without accompanying reforms that
ease the complex permissions process and
bring about transparency and predictability
in rule implementation, the objective of easinghousingsupplybottleneckstolowerhouse
prices and benefit homebuyers is going to
meet with limited success.
Vaidehi Tandel is junior fellow, IDFC Institute, Mumbai
and Sahil Gandhi is post-doctoral scholar at University of
Southern California and visiting fellow, Brookings India
The views expressed are personal

be entirely decided on the merits of the new material and not how
it was procured. The onus of leaks, based on the Official Secrets

JUNGLEBOOK

bigpicture

Act, should be on the insider who leaked the documents and not
on the media house which chooses to publish it.

IAN BREMMER

From the government’s perspective, the logic of invoking

Europe is facing several
challenges beyond Brexit

secrecy and the bogey of national interest to stall judicial scrutiny was befuddling, especially when the documents had already
been put out in the public domain by multiple media agencies. If
the government has nothing to hide, it should welcome further
scrutiny. The government’s logic was still more incomprehensi-

Russia, China, and Africa will sow new divisions in
the EU — and at a time when the Union is facing stress

ble given that the national elections were approaching. The Congress is likely to seize upon this verdict to score political points,
even though a final judgment on the merits of the Rafale deal is
still awaited. Finally, by putting fewer obstacles in the way, the
government could help expedite the case. Speedy disposal of
cases involving defence deals will, in fact, help the cause of efficient defence procurement, which remains mired in corruption

§

allegations and lengthy court cases.

Elections 2019: Why
the first phase is critical

Thisroundissignificantbecauseitsets
themomentumfortheentireexercise

F

or months now, the Election Commission (EC) has been
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India can use local communities to take care of its natural resources by engaging them in
the tourism industry and allowing them to generate revenues for themselves
SHUTTERSTOCK

The future of wilderness
lies in wildlife startups
For such efforts to be successful, forest departments have
to completely relinquish their control over buffer areas
VALMIK
THAPAR

meticulously planning, political parties have been energetically campaigning, leaders have been busy devising

strategies, candidates have been proactively reaching out, and
voters have been listening to all sides. It all culminates in this one
moment. India begins voting for the 17th Lok Sabha today. Logistical requirements and security sensitivities have, of course,
meant that the elections will be a prolonged affair, and will continue for five more weeks, before results are declared on May 23.
But the first phase of the poll carries its own significance because
it sets the momentum. Across 20 states, voters in 91 constituencies will elect their representatives on Thursday.
A useful framework to understand the first phase of polling is
to look at the issues which have dominated the campaign so far.
The Bharatiya Janata Party’s campaign message includes a mix
of strong leadership as epitomised by Narendra Modi; national
security as reflected in the Balakot air strikes; and rural welfare
in terms of asset creation. The Congress believes a robust critique of the Modi government on its economic record in terms of
unemployment and farmer incomes, coupled with its own promise of NYAY, a scheme to give 20% of the poorest Indian households ~6,000 every month, can catalyse a revival in its electoral
prospects. For regional parties, the message has revolved
around state-specific welfare schemes and a call to their voters
that only regional parties, rather than Delhi-centric parties and
leaders can address their aspirations.
Other than the macro messaging, the campaign has also been
characterised by a sharp focus on identity politics and the construction of social alliances. As voters exercise their choice, the
first phase of the polls will be a test for the parties about which of
the messages resonates the most, in which regions, and which
social alliances will prevail.

T

here are many innovative ways to
engage local communities in wildlife
conservation, but they have seldom
been tried in this country. India has
nearly 700 protected areas and all of them
have buffer areas but many are degraded and
poorly managed. This has created islands
(the protected areas) of safety and the animals that slip out of these safe havens often
don’t survive. We need an army of village
wildlife volunteers to protect these buffer
areas and the animals. India can use local
communities to take care of its natural
resources by engaging them in the tourism
industry and allowing them to generate revenues for themselves. There are some experiments already happening around the Tadoba
tiger reserve (Maharashtra) and Ranthambore tiger reserve (Rajasthan).
But for such efforts to be successful, there
has to be a two-pronged action plan. First, the
forest departments have to relinquish their
control over these buffer areas, and second,
training modules for locals are essential. All
residents must get permission to use these
buffers areas for building small home stays
and to take tourists around in vehicles. The
seed money for both business ventures must
be made available through the revenue generated from tourism inside the protected
areas. It is like building a wildlife startup for
local communities, and I strongly believe
such efforts can have an enormous impact on
the domestic economy as locals become
active partners in protecting and developing
these buffers that are fast getting degraded.
Protection of these areas must be done in
partnership with the local communities. For
example, in Ranthambhore tiger reserve, 55
village youths are protecting and monitoring
wild animals. They have the knowledge and
passion, and their local expertise is
unmatched. When they work in tandem with
the forest department, they are the most

effective force to counter the illegal exploitation and poaching of our natural world.
Sadly, these examples from the Tadoba
and Ranthambhore tiger reserves are too few
and far between. This is because forest
departments don’t want anyone looking over
their shoulder. This must change. The future
of our wilderness lies in wildlife startups.
When connectivity between the protected
areas increases, the genetic health of animals
improves. Today, Ranthambhore generates
~35 crore each year for the government from
just the gate receipts and the town of Sawai
Madhopur earns ~350 crore each year from
tourism (my calculation). Imagine what
could happen if the buffer areas are opened
up for the local communities. We are talking
of at least one million people getting incomes
that will have an effect on their families.
There are magical places across India crying out for this change. For example, Jawai in
Rajasthan has become a destination to see
leopards. Even with no forest department
involvement, it is a resounding success. Our
coastal areas can also be transformed. The
forest and revenue departments need to be
the enablers.
Let us never forget that some of the best
wildlife areas in Africa are managed by
locals. Why are we not attempting the same?
We have diversity and richness. All we need
is the change in our mindset. We need tourism policies that engage locals and give them
the skills to manage, protect and run with it.
In India, man-animal conflict is on the rise.
These measures will mitigate it. This is the
only way forward.
The rough calculations of wildlife and
tourism startup in terms of revenue for locals
are enormous. The amounts could be anywhere from ~35,000 crore to ~50,000 crore
impacting village economies (my calculation). So what is stopping us from doing so? Is
it laziness and ignorance? Or are we just a
nation of endless paper pushers with little
appetite for change? This is a wake-up call for
politicians and bureaucrats. We need that
giant step forward to usher in the biggest
wildlife and tourism startups for locals
before it is too late.
Valmik Thapar has worked for 43 years with tigers.
He has also written 30 books on India’s tigers and wildlife
The views expressed are personal

W

ith all the attention to the
never-ending legislative
absurdities and self-inflicted wounds of Brexit,
it’s easy to overlook the
long-term challenges facing Europe.
In recent years, the European Union has
proven resilient enough to muddle its way
through a sovereign debt emergency and a
migrant crisis without sacrificing core
principles, and the humiliation that Brexit
has visited on the United Kingdom has discouraged Eurosceptics in other countries
from pushing hard for exit plans of their
own.
The European Union has plenty to be
proud of. Its status as the world’s largest
common market makes the union a regulatory superpower, particularly for digital
age information and communications technologies. Few of the world’s tech giants are
based in Europe, but many of their consumers are. That leaves highly competent
bureaucrats to make rules that American
and other tech giants can’t ignore.
Yet, there are growing divisions among
member states over values and priorities.
Four European Union states — Italy,
Poland, Hungary, and Austria — now have
populist governments that in different
ways have challenged European Union
orthodoxy on internal issues like immigration policy. The governments of Poland and
Hungary have posed direct challenges to
European Union definitions of rule of law
— on free speech and judicial independence, for example.
That said, some of Europe’s greatest
challenges come from outside. First, the
transatlantic alliance has reached its lowest point since the end of World War II, and
there’s no guarantee things will markedly
improve once Donald Trump leaves the
stage. It’s easy to forget the depth of divisions between the Lyndon Johnson administration and Charles de Gaulle over North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, European
public hostilitytoward Ronald Reagan, and
the responses of France and Germany to
George W Bush’s war on Saddam Hussein.
But the emergence of two generations of
Americans and Europeans who aren’t old
enough to remember the Cold War creates
a new degree of difficulty for maintaining
the integrity of the alliance.
This matters in part because Moscow
now poses new kinds of threats. Until
recently, Russian influence in Europe was
limited mainly to European demand for
Russian energy, with governments of the
most deeply dependent states friendlier
toward Vladimir Putin’s government and
those less dependent more sceptical. But

MIGRATION HAS PROVEN TO BE
THE MOST DIVISIVE ISSUE IN
EUROPEAN POLITICS. THE
MIGRATION CRISIS OF 2015-2016
SHIFTED THE POLITICAL
BALANCE OF POWER IN NEARLY
EVERY EUROPEAN COUNTRY

Russian investment in and support for various Eurosceptic movements embeds Moscow more deeply in the internal political
lives of European countries.
European officials have warned publicly
that Russia intends to try to influence May
elections for the European Parliament
through support for populists ready to
challenge European consensus on political
values, but there isn’t much Brussels can
do in response, and the US and Russian
withdrawal from the Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty will renew an arms
race that directly undermines Europe’s
security.
Russia is not the only, or even the most
complex, challenge Europe faces. In particular, the coming “Technology Cold War”
between the US and China will force many
European Union countries to side with
Washington to protect rule of law and consumer rights against the Chinese State’s
use of data to protect its authoritarian political model.
But China’s trade with, and investment
in, many European countries already surpasses America’s, and the gap is widening.
European Union members that are becoming increasingly reliant on Chinese investment will be reluctant to comply with the
broader European Union regulatory
approach to the tech sector, opening
another important divide in European
Union politics that undermines Europe’s
global influence.
Finally, there is the special challenge
posed by Africa. Migration has proven to be
the most divisive issue of this generation in
European politics. The migrantion crisis of
2015-2016 created new populist political
parties, reinvigorated old ones, and shifted
the political balance of power in nearly
every European Union country. This issue
will become even more important as surging populations of young Africans in
search of a better life, African governments
unable to keep pace, and other sources of
instability persuade more migrants to take
to the road.
More than one million Africans have
applied for asylum in Europe since 2010.
Recent studies show that many Africans
still hoping to leave their countries soon
say they intend to move elsewhere within
Africa, but more than a quarter say they
want to reach Europe. It’s easy to imagine
that so many would-be asylum-seekers will
create new opportunities for anti-immigration populists, especially in southern EU
countries where most migrants first arrive,
to undermine the authority of European
institutions. That’s particularly true when
other EU members refuse to help them
share the burdens of processing and assimilation.
In short, Russia, China, and Africa will
sow new divisions among EU states in coming years — and at a time when European
consensus on important questions is
already facing extraordinary stress.
Ian Bremmer is the president of Eurasia Group
and GZERO Media and author of Us vs. Them:
The Failure of Globalism
The views expressed are personal
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MAHARAJA’S COLLEGE

Universities hold a tremendously diverse group of youngsters who will determine the course of Indian politics. We take a look at what issues are shaping major campuses

Campus killing heats up politics at Maharaja’s
TIPPING POINT Last year, a
Students’ Federation of
India member was killed on
campus at this Kochi college. The
political divide has deepened since

INDIA

Sibi Arasu
n

letters@hindustantimes.com
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n “central”, the open space located
in the middle of Maharaja’s college,
an erstwhile royal palace facing the
Arabian Sea, is the malakha kulam
or angel’s pond. This is a rather
small pond with a curiously sculpted
angel standing in the middle, with its
arms raised to the skies. One of those
arms holds a communist flag — a clear
declaration of who holds the reigns in this
college, which has long been considered
the epitome of Kerala politics.
Located in Cochin, Maharaja’s college
was set up in 1845 by the Royal Kingdom
of Cochin as an English school, to enable
members of the royal family to communicate with Englishmen who were coming
to the city then. Since then, it has evolved
into a multifaceted arts and science institute, becoming a full-fledged college in
1875 and acquiring its current name in
1925, educating many thousands of students every year in its undergraduate and
postgraduate courses. Even though colleges and universities across the state are
known for their strong student politics,
Maharaja’s leads the pack.
Among the college alumni are the
former defence minister, AK Antony,
Swami Chinmayananda, founder member of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and the Chinmaya Mission, and TM
Thomas Isaac, a prominent leader of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
Kerala’s current finance minister.
On July 1 last year, Maharaja’s college
came to national spotlight when a student, Abhimanyu (who goes by only one
name), 20, was murdered within the college premises after a row over political
posters turned violent.
Even though the college is known for
its fervent campus politics, this was the
first time in its history that a person was
killed on campus. Abhimanyu belonged
to the left-wing Students’ Federation of
India (SFI) and is considered a martyr by
Left parties across the state and the country at this point. The political divisions
within the campus have deepened since
his death.

CONDITIONS APPLY
“SFI professes that it is for independence,
democracy, and socialism, but the star in

KERAL A

MAHARAJA’S
COLLEGE,
KOCHI
Kerala, ABVP has taken up many issues
that other parties have not. I think this is
the only party that talks about Bharat and
true nationalism. Being a patriot myself,
I decided to join the party.”

n

The Maharaja’s college union room doubles as the SFI office. With elections due in days, student members of all political parties
have been campaigning within the college campus and outside. Both the Left Democratic Front and the United Democratic
SIBI ARASU/HT
Front have put up relatively young leaders to contest from the high-profile Ernakulam Lok Sabha seat.

their flag seems to be more of an asterisk
that implies that conditions apply. What
I mean to say is that, it seems like all of
these apply to you only if you are part of
the party,” says Fuad Mohammad, 21, a
political science student and leader of the
newly-formed Welfare Party of India
(WPI), which represents minority communities and bahujans’ interests in India.
Mohammad has put up the strongest
challenge to the SFI in recent times by
nearly winning the chairman’s position
for the student’s union in 2017. “I lost the
election by just 121 votes but I’m happy to
be part of the WPI. We were the first ones
to speak out about Rohith Vemula in our
college and we even drew his image in
‘central’.”
“We are not controlling and only try to
do what’s best for all students of the college,” counters Atul Krishna, generalsecretary of SFI in the college and a BA
philosophy student. “I think most stu-

dents at Maharaja’s are happy with SFI
being in power.”
The Student’s Federation of India
(SFI), which is the student’s wing of the
CPI (M), holds office in the college today.
It has done so for the last 35 years, even
though the Kerala Student’s Union
(KSU), the Indian National Congress’ students’ wing in Kerala, has a prominent
presence on campus. Both KSU and SFI
remain true to their parent parties’ ideologies.
In the student election held in September 2018, SFI won the posts of chairman,
vice chairman and general secretary with
margins of 800 votes or above.
The college has 2800 students in all. It
also won all 14 seats in the college panel.
Other political outfits such as the Akhila
Bharatiya Vidya Parishad (ABVP), the
RSS’ student affiliate, has a presence in
the college as well, but only a handful of
students profess allegiance to the party.

htclassifieds
BUSINESS

DISTRIBUTOR
WANTED CHANNEL Partner
& Distributors for all India
contact: 7814422917 Rudra Shakti
Herbs (India), a leading Brand in
Aloe vera Industry.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

I, MASSA Singh S/o Gurnam Singh

I VIVEK Sood S/o Tirlok Sood R/o #

R/o Vill: Devlanwal (Tarn Taran)
changed my name to Gurdeep Singh.

I, GUDIYA Chauhan Spouse of Amit
Kumar Resident of Vill Southara PO
Gapchariyapur Tehsil Bidhuna
District Auraiya (UP) have changed
my name from Gudiya Chauhan to
Gudiya Vide Affidavit Dated
20/11/2019 before at Notary
Ferozepur.

EMPLOYMENT
I AJAY Kumar alias Ajay Sharma S/o
WANTED COMPETENT &
Experienced teachers to teach grade
PGT English, Chemistry, Biology,
Physics, Football Coach or Tennis
Coach & Physiotherapist for Akal
Academy Baru Sahib Himachal
Pradesh. Eligibility: Post Graduation
in the required stream. B.Ed. is
compulsory. Salary: Rs. 18,000 to
Rs. 30,000. Interested candidates
may send their biodata along with
recent Photograph to E-Mailhr1@barusahib.org Mob9805098730/ 9816400632.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Kamal Dev Sharma R/o # 4, Jarnail
Enclave 2, Zirakpur, Mohali have
changed my name from Ajay Kumar
alias Ajay Sharma to Ajay Kumar
Sharma.

I, GURMEET Singh S/o Gurbachan
Singh,Resident #22,W.No-3, SirhindCity,Dist-Fatehgarh Sahib have
changed my Name Gurmit Singh To
Gurmeet Singh.

1163 Sector 22-B Chandigarh have
changed my name from Vivek Sood
to Varun Sood.

I, TASNEEM Ahmed S/o
Mohammad Idrees, Moh 786 Chowk
Maler Malerkotla, Sangrur, changed
my name to Mohammad Tasleem.

I, YAGWINDER Singh Gill S/o
Balwinder Singh, Vill. Malo Daud,
Ludhiana, changed my name to
Yagwinder Singh.

CNR No.
PBHO020015322017

.......Plaintiff
VERSUS

I, KARAN Bhatia S/o Om Parkash
R/o H/N 371, Gali Theke Wali, Rattan
Singh Chowk Amritsar have changed
my name from Karan Bhatia to
Karan. Concerned note.

I ROHINI William D/o George
William W/o Ravish Bhanot R/o #
2627, 2nd Floor, Sector 44-C,
Chandigarh have changed my name
from Rohini William to Rohini Bhanot. After marriage.

I JAGEER Kaur W/o Karam Chand,
R/o #393,Dashmesh Colony,
Balongi,Mohali do hereby disown
my Daughter Manjit Kaur from all
my moveable and Immovable
Property.

I, POONAMJEET Kaur W/o
Damanveer Singh Toor D/o
Gurpinder Singh R/o B-2-1723,
Hukam Singh Road, Near Chand
Cinema Ludhiana have changed my
name to Poonamjeet Kaur Toor.

Mohinder Singh S/o Mohan Singh
R/o Village Mirpur, PO Barwa, Tehsil
Anandpur Sahib, Distt. Ropar State
Punjab (India) Declare that the date
of Birth my Real son Gurwinder
Singh is Mistakenly written as
04.01.2002 in my Army Record, but
the correct date of birth is
04.06.2002.

Sessions Court, Amritsar
In the Court of Sh. Jaspinder
Singh Additional District
Sessions Judge - VIII Amritsar
CNR NO. PBAS01-012690-2016
NEXT DATE : 21.05.2019
1.Shabeg Singh, aged about 21
years son of Sh. Bachan Singh; 2.
Jagga Singh, minor son of Bachan
Singh, aged about 16 years 3.
Sharanjit Kaur, minor daughter of
Bachan Singh, aged about 14
years; 4. Shera Singh, minor son of
Bachan Singh, aged about 13
years; all the minor children i.e.
petitioners/ climants no.2 to 4
through their real brother Shabeg
Singh i.e. petitioner No. 1, who has
got no adverse interest against the
minor claimants/Petitioners no.2 to
4 all residents of Village Chhotta
Fatewal, Tehsil Ajnala, District
Amritsar.
..Claimants/Petioners
Versus
Capt. Bishal & Others
1. Capt. Bishal Kumar Singh, 85
R/o Flight C/o 56 APO, Pathankot
145002 (Owner of said vehicle i.e.
XUV 500 bearing registration No.
HP-38-D-6111) 2. Bishal Kumar
son of Sh. Barinder Kumar, R/o C65, hind Nagar, Chitaurgarh, H.P.
and at present serving at And
O.F.L.T, C/o 56 APO Pathankot
(Driver of Vehicle i.e XUV 500
bearing registration No. HP-38-D6111)
In the above Titled petition the
respondent could not be served. It
is ordered that the respondent
should appear in person or through
counsel on 21.05.2019 at 10:00
am.
For Details logon to https://high
courtchd.gov.in/?trs=district_
notice&district=amritsar
Given under my hand and the seal
of the Court, this 09.04.2019.
Sd/Additional District & Sessions
Judge, Amritsar

I, RUCHI Maggu W/o Chandan R/o

Resident Village-Dera Mir Miran
Dist-Fatehgarh Sahib have changed
my name Jasvir Kaur to Jasbir kaur

I, EX. No. 4470893H, TS/ NK

IN THE COURT OF
MS. DAZY
BANGARH, CIVIL
JUDGE, (JR. DIV.),
HOSHIARPUR

Mohinder Singh age 70
years son of Sh. Gopal
Singh R/o Vill. Phalahi P.O.
Bhatrana Tehsil and Distt.
Hoshiarpur.

I, JASBIR Kaur W/o Jaswinder Singh

Kishan Garh, Chandigarh have
changed my son's name from
Aakash Devidi to Aakash Kumar
whose date of birth is 1st January
2005.

COURT NOTICES

Thakur Resident of H.No. 11, KV
Kampus, 3 BRD, Air Force Station,
Chandigarh have change my name
to Divesh Thakur.

H.No. 3981 St. No. 4, Gagandeep
Colony, Kakowal Road, Basti
Jodhewal Ludhiana have changed
my name Ruchi Maggu to Ruchi
Dhawan.

I RAJ Narayan Devidi R/o #699,

COURT NOTICES

Next Date:- 14-05-2019

I DUBESH Chand S/o Parkash Chand

PUBLIC NOTICES

1. Pritam Singh son of Sh.
Gopal Singh R/o H. No.
322, Phase 1st, Mohali and
others.
.......Defendants
Suit for declaration
Notice to:1. Pritam Singh son of Sh.
Gopal Singh R/o H. No.
322, Phase 1st, Mohali
2. Kulwinder Kaur daughter
of Sh. Gopal Singh wife of
Pargat Singh R/o S. Basil
Closee Arley Reading SGL
BERKSHIRE London U.K.
and others.
In the above noted titled
civil suit the defendant(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered
that
the
defendant(s) should appear
in person or through
counsel on 14-05-2019.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.
in/?trs=district_notice&
district=hoshiarpur.
Sd/Dazy Bangarh
Civil Judge (Jr. Div.),
Hoshiarpur

“I think the BJP and ABVP gained a lot of
support during the recent protests
related to women entering the Ayyappa
temple. While it might not affect campus
politics, I think it will definitely have an
effect on the upcoming elections, especially here in Kerala.
Things are slowly beginning to
change,” says Vishnu Sharma, a secondyear political science student and one of
the more vocal members of the ABVP.
He adds, “Unfortunately, the Sabarimala issue is not affecting campus politics
because the priorities within campuses
are very different; it’s about more local
issues within the campus. However, I
think overall ABVP has become more
popular than it has ever been across Kerala.” In the past few years, ABVP has won
key positions in colleges across the state,
in districts including but not limited to
Thrissur, Kozhikode, Kasargode, Kannur and Palakkad. As Sharma says, “In

ELECTION SEASON
With general elections due in days, student members of all political parties have
been campaigning within the college
campus as well as outside. Both the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) and the United
Democratic Front (UDF), led by the CPI
(M) and INC respectively, have put up relatively young leaders to contest for this
high-profile Lok Sabha seat, Ernakulam
(the central part of the city of Kochi).
The candidates, P Rajeev of the LDF
and Hibi Eden of the UDF, were student
leaders in their college days and served
as state secretaries for the SFI and KSU
before moving up their parent party’s
ranks. The National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), meanwhile, has asked the Union
Minister, KJ Alphons, to contest from
here.
Rahul Gandhi deciding to contest from
Wayanad has been encouraging for KSU
members in Maharaja’s college. “I think
Rahul Gandhi has changed a lot; he is not
weak like before and he has matured,”
says CP Priya of the KSU. Priya is a philosophy student and a long-time member
of the Congress’ student wing. Asked
about her view on the Congress party supporting the ban on menstruating women
entering the Sabarimala temple, Priya
stated that she agreed with the party line.
“Even though as a woman I won’t be able
to enter the temple, I still support the
party’s stance because you have to
respect local belief systems and traditions.”
While the SFI members have been

campaigning for LDF’s P Rajeev, some of
them are pragmatic about the party’s
chances at the Centre. “Given the current situation, I hope the Congress
comes to power in Delhi, since they are
at least better than the BJP. Once the
communist party becomes stronger, we
hope to challenge these parties in the
central level as well, as we do so in Kerala,” said Atul Krishna of SFI.
A MURDER ON CAMPUS
On July 1, 2018, Abhimanyu, a member
of SFI, was putting up party posters on
the college walls with his “comrades”
when his group got into a tussle with
members of the Campus Front of India
(CFI), an affiliate of the Popular Front of
India (PFI), an organisation that was
created for the socioeconomic welfare of
the Muslim community in India, especially in Kerala. The clashes ended with
Abhimanyu being stabbed to death right
outside the college gates. A CFI member
was arrested, and the party has kept a
low profile ever since, on campus and
outside.
The murder led to a spurt in political
sympathy for SFI and, as a consequence,
for the CPI(M) in Kerala. Kerala is infamous for political violence with media
reports suggesting that there have been
more than 170 political killings in Kerala
in the last two decades. With the CPI(M)
on one end and the RSS-BJP combine on
the other, more than 60 people have been
killed in political violence. The INC and
the Indian Union Muslim League (IUML),
too, have lost about a dozen members
each due to political vendettas.
“It is the Left parties who started all of
this political violence. We believe campuses are a field for change and condemn
political murders happening anywhere
in Kerala,” says Al Bilal, member of the
CFI from Calicut University. After Abhimanyu’s murder, CFI has not been part of
active politics in Maharaja’s college.
“They are what we call communal terrorists.There is no place for such organisations in our college,” says Atul Krishna
of SFI when talking about CFI.
The murder is talked about elsewhere
in the college campus as well. Julie Chandra, a professor of chemistry who knew
Abhimanyu well, says, “He was a bright
student and extremely active on campus.
Calm has returned to the campus but the
murder did leave many of our students
extremely shocked.”
A portrait of Abhimanyu occupies
pride of place next to a graffiti of Bhagat
Singh in the student union office.
“We still miss him terribly and hope to
carry forward his legacy,” says Atul
Krishna of SFI.

COURT NOTICES
IN THE COURT OF AJIT PAL
SINGH
CHIEF JUDICIAL
MAGISTRATE KAPURTHALA
CNR No.:- PBKP03-001427-2014
Next Date:- 10-05-2019
Ravinder Kaur and Ors.
Vs.
Satnam Singh
Detail of offence:- 128 Cr.p.C
NOTICE TO:
Satnam Singh
Father :- Late Harbhajan Singh
67, South Field Road, Dustun
Northamption, England NN5 6HL,
Punjab
In above titled case, the
accused could not be served. It is
ordered that accused should
appear in person or through
counsel on 10-05-2019 at 10.00
a.m.
For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?
trs=district_notice&district
=Kapurthala
Dated, this day of 02-04-2019
Sd/Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Kapurthala

SESSIONS COURT, AMRITSAR
IN THE COURT OF
SH. JASPINDER SINGH
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT
SESSIONS JUDGE-VIII
AMRITSAR
CNR NO. PBAS01-000980-2018
NEXT DATE : 27.05.2019
1. Pankaj Vashisht deceased s/o
S.P.C Sharma s/o Dina Nath
through his Legal representative
Namrata Sharma aged about 4
years widow of Pankaj Vashisht
R/o 186-A, Dimond Avenue,
Majitha Road, Amritsar
Versus
Balbir Singh and another
1. Balbir Singh s/o Sulakhan
Singh R/o VPO Ajnala Tehsil
Ajnala, District Amritsar
Respondent/Plaintiff
2. Shakuntala Devi widow of
S.P.C Sharma R/o 11, New
Model Town Jalandhar
Performa Respondent
In the above Titled petition the
respondent could not be served. It
is ordered that the respondent
should appear in person or
through counsel on 27.05.2019 at
10:00 am.
For
details
logon
to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs
=district_notice&district=
amritsar.
Given under my hand and the
seal of the court, this 30.03.2019
Sd/Additional District & Sessions
Judge, Amritsar
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IT WAS CLEAR FOR US FROM THE START... A MOUNTAIN
GAVE BIRTH TO A MOUSE

> VLADIMIR PUTIN, Russian president, on the probe into Russian meddling in US elections

‘Bibi’ defies odds, has the last laugh
EPIC WIN Benjamin Netanyahu set to secure fifth term as
Israeli PM after challenger Benny Gantz concedes poll defeat
Agencies
n

n

JERUSALEM: IsraeliPrimeMinister
BenjaminNetanyahu-popularly
known as ‘Bibi’ - secured a clear
path to re-election on Wednesday, with religious-rightist parties set to hand him a parliamentarymajoritydespiteaclosecontest against his main centrist
challenger, a vote tally showed.
With more than 97% of votes
counted - ballots cast by soldiers
at military bases will be tallied
over the next two days - Netanyahu’sconservativeLikudparty
looked all set to muster enough
support to control 65 of the Knesset’s 120 seats and be named to
head the next coalition government.
Later in the day, Israel’s Blue
and White party leaders conceded defeat, saying they will
work against Netanyahu from
the opposition.
The Blue and White party,
headed by former army chief of
staff Benny Gantz, drew even

People chant slogans during a protest against the appointment
of interim president Abdelkader Bensalah, demanding radical
changes to the political system, in Algiers, Algeria.
REUTERS

shortstories
JAPAN FIGHTER PLANE CRASHES INTO SEA
TOKYO:A Japanese air force F-35 stealth fighter crashed in the Pacific Ocean
during a night training flight and parts of the jet were recovered, the
defence ministry said on Wednesday. The pilot is still missing. The F-35A
stealth jet disappeared from radar while flying off the eastern coast of
Aomori. Parts of the jet were found late on Tuesday, the Air Self-Defence
Force said. It went missing about half an hour after taking off from the
Misawa air base with three other F-35As. Defence minister Takeshi Iwaya
told reporters the cause of the crash was not immediately known. He said 12
other F-35s at the Misawa base would be grounded. The pilot is a man in his
40s, Iwaya said. Japan started deploying the expensive US-made F-35s since
AP
last year, part of its plan to bolster its defence spending.

NZ lawmakers give final
okay to tougher gun laws

Doctor finds four bees
inside woman’s eye

WELLINGTON:New Zealand’s
lawmakers have almost unanimously passed sweeping gun
possession reforms, paving the
way for a ban on military-style
semi-automatic weapons to enter
into force as soon as Friday.
Lawmakers passed the legislation
on final reading, less than a
month after a gunman entered
two mosques in Christchurch
AFP
killing 50 people.

TAIPEI,TAIWAN:A woman in
Taiwan was found by doctors to
have four sweat bees living inside
one of her eyes, the BBC reported.
The woman, 28, identified as He,
was pulling out weeds when the
insects entered her eye. Dr Hong
Chi Ting of Fooyin University
Hospital told the BBC he was
“shocked” when he pulled the
4mm insects out. The woman has
AGENCIES
been discharged.

Facebook to crack down on
misinformation on groups

Google launches first home
delivery drone service

SAN FRANCISCO:Facebook
ramped up its battle against
misinformation, taking aim at
groups spreading lies and adding
“trust” indicators to news feeds.
Moves outlined by FB vice-president of integrity Guy Rosen were
described as part of a strategy to
“remove, reduce and inform”
when it comes for troublesome
AFP
content posted.

CANBERRA:The first ever home
delivery drone service has been
launched in Australia, after years
of test flights. Wing, which is
owned by Google’s parent
company Alphabet, will deliver
takeaway food, coffee and
medicines by drone to about 100
homes in Canberra. It has been
testing its drones in Australia
AGENCIES
since 2014.

Reuters
n

UK royal to make mental health documentaries
The Duke of Sussex, who is set to become a
father this month, announced on Wednesday
he is teaming up with US celebrity talk show
host Oprah Winfrey on a documentary series
for Apple about mental health

1

He will jointly create and executive produce the upcoming show for
Apple’s streaming platform with Winfrey, according to Kensington
Palace, his official residence

days after the Indian Air Force
struck a Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) terror camp in Pakistan’s
Balakot, the Pakistani government took representatives of
some Islamabad-based international media houses and other
officials to the area but directed
themnotto“speakfortoolong”to
local residents.
The Hindi website of BBC
reported that one of its reporters
was among the team that visited
the air strike site in Pakistan’s
KhyberPakhtunkhwaprovince,
bombed by the IAF after the February 14 Pulwama terror attack.
A person with knowledge of
themattertoldnewsagencyANI
in New Delhi that the visit was a

The UN said that at least 4,500
Tripoli residents had been displaced, most moving away from
conflict areas to safer districts of
the city. But many more were
trapped, it said.
The LNA forces moved out of
their stronghold in east Libya to
take the sparsely-populated but
oil-rich south earlier this year,
before heading a week ago

towardsTripoli,wheretheinternationally recognised government of al-Serraj sits.
Libya has been split into rival
easternandwesternadministrations since the 2011 topping of
former strongman Muammar
Gaddafi.
The UN wants to bring both
sidestogetherto planan election
and way out of the chaos.

n

face-savingexercisebyPakistan.
Pakistan is trying to deny any
damage to the terror camp by
claiming it is a religious seminary, the person said, asking not
to be named.
On February 26, India
announced that its air strike
destroyed a camp belonging to
JeM, the Pakistan-based group
that claimed responsibility for
the Pulwama attack. Pakistan
denied any damage to the buildingsinthearea,sayingonlysome
trees were damaged in the raid.
The Pakistani government then
assuredthe mediatheywouldbe
taken to the site a day later, but
backed off from its promise.
When Pakistani authorities
were asked about the delay in
arranging the tour, they said,
“the unstable situation made it
difficult to take people there”.

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING: China has put together a
new category of criminal behaviour called “soft violence” that
includes stalking, throwing
excreta, brandishing tattoosand
deliberately shutting utilities to
threaten and harass citizens.
As a campaign against organisedcrimegatherspace,thegovernmentannouncedthenewcategory after it was found criminal
groups were taking to “soft violence”insteadofthewell-defined
normsofcriminalbehaviour,like
physical violence.
“Revealing personal information, damaging property, home
invasions, setting off firecrackers, playing funeral music or
placing wreaths to threaten others,areconsideredsoftviolence,”
the government said.
Somegangshavebeenfoundto
beoperatingintherealestatesector and also running illegal taxi
services.Suchgangsortriadsare
also called “black societies” in
China.
The new category was

announced at a conference
attendedbyofficialsfromChina’s
top government bodies - the
Supreme People’s Court, the
SupremePeople’sProcuratorate,
thetopbodyresponsibleforprosecution and investigation, the
ministry of public security
(MPS), responsible for internal
security,andthejusticeministry.
“The move comes as many
mafia-style gangs in China have
turnedto‘softviolence’insteadof
downright violent criminal
behaviour amid a nationwide
campaign against organised
crime,” the officials announced.
Softviolencehaslongtroubled
lawenforcementpersonnelatthe
basic level asno regulation clarifieswhatthisbehaviourisorhow
to deal with it, Du Hangwei, vice
minister of the MPS, was quoted
as saying by Global Times.
The new category of ‘soft violence’ also includes a definition
for mafia-style gangs as “groups
that try to threaten others by
organisedbehaviours,including
wearing the same clothing or
showingofftattoosorspecialslogans.”

n

WASHINGTON:US attorney general
William Barr told lawmakers on
Wednesday that he believes
“spying did occur” on the Trump
campaign during the 2016 elections - a revelation that is likely
to please US President Donald
Trump and his supporters who
have consistently maintained
that their campaign was spied
upon.
Barr provided no details or
evidence. “I think spying on a
political campaign is a big deal it’s a big deal,” Barr said at a congressional hearing in response
to a question pertaining to his
hearing before a different panel
on Tuesday.
He added that there are rules
that prevent intelligence agencies from spying on American
politicians.
“I’m not suggesting that those
rules were violated, but I think
it’s important to look at that,” he
said. “I’m not talking about the
FBI necessarily, but intelligence
agencies more broadly.”
Asked specifically if he was

In a first, Bedouin women lead tours on Egypt’s Sinai Trail
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ABUZENIMA,EGYPT:Amid a stunning vista of desert mountains,
a Bedouin woman, Umm
Yasser, paused to point out a
local plant, and she began to
explain how it was used in
medicine to the group of foreign tourists she was guiding.
Umm is breaking new
ground among the deeply conservative Bedouin of Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula. Women
among the Bedouin almost
never work outside the home,
and even more rarely do they
interact with outsiders.
But Umm is one of four
women from the community
who for the first time are work-

1972: Wounded in a commando operation
that freed hostages from a hijacked plane
at Tel Aviv airport

1982-1988: Diplomat in Washington, then
ambassador to the UN

1988: Returns to Israel.
Elected to parliament

1993: Elected Likud Party chairman
1996-1999: Serves as
Prime Minister

2002-2005: Foreign Minister,
then Finance Minister

2009-2013: Second stint as
Prime Minister

2013-2015: Third spell as Prime Minister

n Israeli

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his wife Sara.
REUTERS

2015-2019: Fourth term as Prime Minister
APR 10, 2019: Wins fifth term at the top

Amnesty: Executions MERKEL BACKS
at lowest level in 10 yrs LONGER BREXIT
Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Executions fell worldwidebynearlyathirdlastyearto
their lowest levels in at least a
decade, but several countries
recorded a rise, Amnesty International said on Wednesday.
Use of the death penalty
dropped in Iran - by an eye-popping50%followingachangetoits
anti-narcotics laws - Iraq, Pakistan and Somalia, the rights
groupfoundinitsannualreview.
But it rose in Belarus, Japan,
Singapore, South Sudan and the
US,whileThailandresumedexecutions for the first time in a decade and Sri Lanka threatened to
follow suit.
“Despiteregressivestepsfrom
some, the number of executions
carriedoutbyseveraloftheworst
perpetrators has fallen,” said
Kumi Naidoo, Amnesty International’s secretary general.
He added the “dramatic”drop
globally proved that “even the
mostunlikelycountriesarestartingtochangetheirwaysandreal-

ise the death penalty is not the
answer”.
“This is a hopeful indication
that it’s only a matter of time
before this cruel punishment is
consigned to history, where it
belongs,” Naidoo said.
In total, death penalty figures
fellaroundtheworldfromatleast
993in2017,toatleast690lastyear.
Amnesty’s count excludes
China - the world’s top executioner - where the numbers are
classified as a state secret.
The organisation estimates
thousands of people are sentenced to death and executed
there every year.
Iran (253), Saudi Arabia (149),
Vietnam (at least 85) and Iraq (at
least52)weretheothercountries
thatresortedtothedeathpenalty
most in 2018.
Vietnamese authorities’ decision to release figures for last
yearwas“unprecedented”forthe
southeastAsiannation,Amnesty
noted. Elsewhere, Japan, Singapore and South Sudan reported
theirhighestlevelsofexecutions
in years.

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

THE TIDE IS TURNING

Associated Press

THE JOURNEY
1967-1972: Joins Israeli military as a soldier

Yashwant Raj

Sutirtho Patranobis

Pak arranges media
tour to bombed area
ISLAMABAD/NEWDELHI: Forty-three

LIBYA BURNS: Image obtained from Khalifa Haftar's Libyan National
AFP
Army Facebook page shows a burning vehicle in al-Aziziyah.

EDUCATION: MIT (US), Architecture &
Management Studies

China classifies odd Trump’s election campaign was
crimes as soft violence spied upon: US attorney general

“I am incredibly proud to be working alongside Oprah on this vital
series which we have been developing together for several months,”
the prince said in a statement.

letters@hindustantimes.com
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BORN: Oct 21, 1949, in
Tel Aviv, Israel

S TA L K I N G , F L A S H I N G TAT T O O S

B A L A KO T A F T E R M AT H

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TRIPOLI: Easternforcesandtroops
loyaltothegovernmentinTripoli
foughtontheoutskirtsofLibya’s
capital on Wednesday as the battle forced thousands of residents
to flee their homes.
The Libyan National Army
(LNA)forcesofcommanderKhalifaHaftarhadtakenuppositions
in the suburbs about 11kmsouth
of the centre, with steel containers and pickups with mounted
machine-gunsblockingtheirway
into the city.
Residents reported LNA
planesbuzzingaboveTripoliand
the sound of clashes in the outskirts of the city.
Haftar’sforcesbrieflytookthe
formerinternationalairportearlierintheweek,butPrimeMinisterFayezal-Serraj’sfighterswon
that back and the LNA was
entrenched further south, witnesses said.

Benjamin ‘Bibi’ Netanyahu is Israel’s 9th PM and Likud Party chairman. Here’s a
throwback to his journey into the country’s political folklore

has been working on an IsraeliPalestinian peaceplan,butithas
not disclosed details.
Israeli President Reuven RivlinsaidonTwitterhewouldbegin
meetingnext weekwith political
parties that won parliamentary
seatstohearwhotheysupportfor
prime minister.
The close and often vitriolic
contest was widely seen in Israel
asareferendumonNetanyahu’s
character and record in the face
of corruption allegations. He
facespossibleindictmentinthree
graft cases, and has denied
wrongdoing in all of them.
Despite that, Netanyahu
gainedfourseatscomparedtohis
outgoing coalition government,
according to a spreadsheet published by the Central Elections
Committee of parties that garnered enough votes to enter the
next parliament.
“It is a night of colossal victory,”the69-year-oldNetanyahu
told supporters in a late-night
speech at Likud headquarters in
Tel Aviv after Tuesday’s vote.

Thousands leave Tripoli as
fighters battle on outskirts

PRINCE HARRY

Agencies

with Netanyahu’s Likud party,
buttheincumbentPMispoisedto
form a government with his
larger bloc of religious and
nationalist allies.
It would be Netanyahu’s
record fifth term as premier.
US President Donald Trump,
whoNetanyahufeaturedoncampaign billboards to highlight
their close relationship, phoned
Netanyahu to congratulate him
on his re-election, Netanyahu
said,thankinghisAmericanally
for “tremendous support for
Israel”.
Netanyahu tweeted that
Trump had called him from Air
ForceOne.Thepresidentwas on
a flight to Texas. Trump told
reportersattheWhiteHousethat
Netanyahu’s
re-election
improved the chances of peace
betweenIsrael andthePalestinians. “He’s been a great ally and
he’s a friend. I’d like to congratulate him on a well-thought-out
race,” Trump said.
AteamledbyTrump’sadviser
and son-in-law Jared Kushner

P O W E R S T R U G G L E I N L I B YA

inthenews
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WHO IS BENJAMIN NETANYAHU?

ing as tour guides.
“It is against our culture,
but women need jobs,” the
47-year-old Umm Yasser said.
“People will make fun of us,
but I don’t care. I’m a strong
woman.”
They are part of Sinai Trail,
a unique project in which local
Bedouin tribes came together
aiming to develop their own
tourism.
Founded in 2015, the project
has set up a 550km trail
through the remote mountains of the peninsula, a 42-day
trek through the lands of eight
different tribes, each of which
contributes guides.
The project has been successful in bringing some
income to the tribes, who often

complain of being left out of
the major tourism development of the southern Sinai,
home to beach resorts and
desert safaris.
Until now, all the project’s
guides were men. Ben Hoffler,
the British co-founder of the
Sinai Trail, felt it was not
enough. “How can we be credible calling this the ‘Sinai Trail’
if the women aren’t involved?”
But even after years of trying by Hoffler, almost all the
tribes still reject women
guides. Only one of the smallest, oldest and poorest tribes,
the Hamada, accepted the idea.
There are some conditions.
The tourists can only be
women, and the tours can’t go
overnight.

n

US President Donald Trump steps off Marine One before departing
REUTERS
Washington on way to Texas.

suggesting that spying did
indeed take place, he said, “I
think spying did occur, yes, I
think spying did occur.”
But the questions is, he added,
“whether it was adequately
predicated. And I’m not suggesting it wasn’t predicated. I need to
explore that. It’s my obligation.”
There has been no response
from Trump or his political aides
to Barrs’ remarks. But they will
welcome it, having argued that
for a long time.

WIKILEAKS: ASSANGE
BEING SPIED UPON
LONDON: WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange has been the subject of a sophisticated spying
operation in the Ecuadorean
embassyinLondonwherehehas
been holed up since 2012, the
group claimed on Wednesday.
“We have uncoveredanextensive spying operation against
him,” said Kristinn Hrafnsson,
WikiLeaks editor-in-chief.
(With inputs from agencies)

n

A Sinai Trail trip officer rests with guide Umm Yasser (right) on a
trek in the mountains, near Wadi Sahw in South Sinai, Egypt. AP

n

An anti-Brexit protester in
REUTERS
Brussels.

BERLIN: German Chancellor

Angela Merkel said on Wednesday that she was open to giving
Britain more time to arrange its
exitfromtheEUthantheJune30
departure London is seeking.
MerkeltoldGermany’sparliament ahead of a special EU summit in Brussels dedicated to
Brexit that leaders may well
agree to a delay “longer than the
British prime minister (Theresa
May) has requested”. She said
shewouldmeetFrenchPresident
Emmanuel Macron ahead of the
summit with the aim of hashing
out a common stance on the
length of a further extension.
“I am of the opinion, the German government is of the opinion, that we should give both
(British) parties a reasonable
amount of time” to reach an
agreement on an orderly Brexit,
she said.“I think the extension
shouldbeasshortaspossible.But
itshouldbelongenoughtocreate
acertaincalmsowedon’thaveto
meeteverytwoweekstodealwith
the same subject.”
Withoutapostponement,BritainisduetocrashoutoftheEuropeanUnionatmidnightonFriday
under a “no-deal” Brexit that
could trigger economic chaos.
May has embarked on a lastditch battle to postpone Brexit
from April 12 to June 30 so as to
arrange an orderly departurebut European leaders are
expected to offer her a longer
delay of up to a year.
Merkel, who met May in Berlin, stressed that it was in the
“strong interest” of Germany as
theEU’sbiggesteconomytoavert
a disorderly exit. A source from
Merkel’sparty quotedherassayingsheviewedanextensionofthe
deadline for “several months to
AFP
early 2020 as possible”.

US college admission cheating:
Laundering charges on suspects
Associated Press

n

DELAY THAN
WHAT UK SEEKS

letters@hindustantimes.com

BOSTON: Federal prosecutors
added money laundering to the
listofaccusationsagainstactress
Lori Loughlin, her fashion
designerhusbandMossimoGiannulli,and14otherprominentparents on Tuesday in the college
admissionsbriberycase,increasingthepressureonthemtoplead
guilty as other parents have
agreed to do.
Loughlin, who starred in the
sitcomFullHouse,andGiannulli
are among 33 wealthy parents
accused of participating in a
schemethatinvolvedriggingcollegeentranceexamsandbribing
coaches at top universities.

n

Lori Loughlin leaves a
courthouse in Boston.

REUTERS

The new charges come a day
after Desperate Housewives
actress Felicity Huffman, 12
otherparentsandacoachagreed

to plead guilty.
Theparentswerearrestedlast
month on a single charge of conspiracy to commit mail and wire
fraud.Anindictmentbroughton
Tuesday adds a charge of money
laundering conspiracy against
the couple and the 14 other parents.
Other parents indicted on the
new charge on Tuesday include
Michelle Janavs, whose family
developed the microwave snack
line Hot Pockets before selling
their company, and William
McGlashan, who co-founded an
investment fund with U2’s Bono
in 2017.
McGlashan’s attorney John
HuestonsaidonTuesdaythecase
against him “is deeply flawed”.
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retail sales increase
Etihad, NIIF, 2 PE funds Auto
8% in March on discounts
show interest in Jet stake
Malyaban Ghosh
n

n

The Sensex closed 0.91%
weaker at 38,585.35. MINT

SENSEX, NIFTY
END WEAKER AS
IMF OUTLOOK
DENTS APPETITE
BENGALURU: Indian shares closed
lower on Wednesday, with
financials contributing to more
than half the losses, as investor
risk appetite suffered on weak
cues after the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) lowered its
outlook on global economic
growth. IMF reduced its global
economic growth outlook by 0.2
percentage points on Tuesday,
adding that the US-China trade
war and a potential disorderly
Brexit are the primary risks. The
benchmark closed 0.91% weaker
at 38,585.35. The NSE Nifty ended
0.75% lower at 11,584.3. Index
heavyweights HDFC Ltd and
Housing Development Finance
Corp Ltd dragged the NSE Nifty
lower after closing down 1.9% and
2.2%, respectively.

How is GPay operating
without RBI permission: HC
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday asked the Reserve
Bank of India as to how Google
Pay (GPay), Google’s mobile
payment app, was facilitating
financial transactions without its
authorisation. A bench of Chief
Justice Rajendra Menon and
Justice AJ Bhambhani posed the
query to RBI while hearing a PIL
which claimed that GPay was
operating as a payments system
provider in violation of the
Payments and Settlements Act as
it has no valid authorisation from
the central bank to carry out such
functions. The court issued notice
to RBI and Google India seeking
their stand on the issue raised in
the plea by Abhijit Mishra, who
contended that GPay does not
figure in RBI’s list of authorised
‘payment systems operators’
released on March 20, 2019.

TikTok owner gets a $1.3 bn
loan from Wall Street
HONGKONG: Bytedance Ltd,
China’s most valuable startup, has
secured a $1.335 billion syndicated
loan from a group dominated by
Wall Street banks, according to
people familiar with the matter.
Morgan Stanley and Goldman
Sachs Group Inc. led the deal
alongside Bank of China Ltd and
CMB Wing Lung Bank Ltd, said the
people who are not authorized to
speak publicly and asked not to
be identified. Bytedance, which
operates the hugely popular apps
TikTok and its Chinese counterpart
Douyin, declined to comment on
the loan. The deal marks Bytedance’s debut in the syndicated
loan market and underscores its
growing clout in attracting some
of the biggest international
lenders.

Tata Motors global sales
decline 5% in March
NEW DELHI: Tata Motors on
Wednesday reported 5% decline
in global sales, including that of
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) vehicles,
at 145,459 units in March. The
company had sold 153,156 units in
March 2018, Tata Motors said in a
statement. In the passenger
vehicle category, global sales
stood at 88,296 units last month
as against 96,757 units in March
2018, down 9%. The company’s
sales of commercial vehicles in
March stood at 57,163 units, up 1%
from 56,399 units a year ago. Sales
of luxury brand JLR declined 8%
to 70,171 units last month.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

NEW DEADLINE Jet lenders extend the deadline for submitting EoIs till Friday
Gopika Gopakumar
and Rhik Kundu
n

gopika.g@livemint.com

MUMBAI: India’s quasi-sovereign
wealth fund, Etihad Airways
PJSC and two financial investors
have shown interest in buying a
stake in Jet Airways (India) Ltd as
lenders to the ailing airline
extended the deadline for submitting initial bids by two days to Friday.
Private equity firms TPG Capital and Indigo Partners, National
Investment and Infrastructure
Fund Ltd (NIIF) and current Jet
Airways shareholder Abu Dhabibased Etihad Airways have submitted their expressions of interest (EoIs), a person with direct
knowledge of the matter said.
“The lenders are currently
waiting for EoIs from Air Canada
and Delta Airlines,” the person
said, requesting anonymity, adding the two carriers are likely to
submit their initial bids in the
next two days, meeting the new
deadline set by the lenders.
The lenders originally set
Wednesday evening as the deadline for submitting EoIs to buy a
controlling stake of up to 75% in
Jet Airways. This has been
extended to 6pm on Friday.
“As part of the process, we are
in receipt of some EOIs and some
more persons have expressed
desire to participate if additional
time is provided. Accordingly, in
order to allow better participation in the process the domestic
lenders have agreed for extension
timeline for submission of
Expression of Interest which
have been updated and made
available on the websites,” SBI
Capital Markets Ltd, the adviser
to the consortium of lenders to Jet
Airways said in a statement. The
investment bank did not disclose
the parties that have submitted
their initial bids so far.
NIIF, Etihad, Air Canada and
Delta Airlines didn’t respond to
emailed queries.
A spokesperson for TPG Capital declined to comment. Indigo
Partners also declined to com-

n

With Jet Airways in dire straits, the infusion of fresh funds by a new investor has become critical to
stave off a potential bankruptcy.

ment.
With Jet Airways in dire
straits, the infusion of fresh funds
by a new investor has become
critical to stave off a potential
bankruptcy.
Jet Airways has salaries pending since January to a section of
its staff, including pilots, engineers and general managers. It
has failed to pay plane lease rentals forcing lessors to ground a
large part of its fleet. It has also
deferred interest payments to
banks and clearing dues with oil
marketing companies.
Lenders to Jet Airways, led by
the State Bank of India, have also
modified the terms of the stake
sale process by allowing restructuring of debt and permission to
infuse funds into the carrier
through loans.
Interested bidders would also
have to provide solvency certificates before they submit their initial bids, according to the document issued to interested bidders,
a copy of which was reviewed by
Mint.
According to the document

INTERESTED BIDDERS
WOULD ALSO HAVE TO
PROVIDE SOLVENCY
CERTIFICATES BEFORE
THEY SUBMIT
THEIR INITIAL BIDS
issued on 8 April, the lenders
have now allowed “… restructuring of the existing facilities and
infusion of funds by way of loans
or acquisition/subscription of up
to 75% of equity share capital of
the company.”
Meanwhile, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOC), which stopped
supplying aviation fuel to Jet Airways earlier on Wednesday,
resumed it from 8.30pm, a spokesperson for the state-run refiner
said.
The spokesperson did not say
why the fuel supplies had been
restarted. The refiner stopped
supplies as Jet Airways was yet to
clear its fuel bills, the spokesperson said earlier.
IOC had on 5 April stopped fuel

MINT

supplies to Jet Airways but
rescinded its decision within a
few hours.
The SBI-led consortium took
control of Jet Airways in lateMarch, promising to throw open
a bidding contest for a new investor that is expected to be completed in the current quarter.
The lenders had in February
agreed to convert a part of Jet Airways’ debt into equity by agreeing to take a 50.5% stake in the
carrier, nominate two board
members and make a cash infusion of about ₹1,500 crore into the
airline.
However, the lenders are yet to
convert their debt into equity.
The Supreme Court had earlier
this month quashed the Reserve
Bank of India’s (RBI) 12 February
circular, which prescribed rules
for recognizing one-day defaults
by large corporates and called for
insolvency action as a remedy.
The circular directed lenders to
refer any loan account over ₹2,000
crore under the bankruptcy code
if it was not resolved within 180
days of default.

Jet plane repossessed in Amsterdam
Faizan Haidar
n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: As many as 200 passengers booked on a Jet Airways
flight were on Wednesday
stranded in Amsterdam after a
service provider seized the aircraft of the debt-laden carrier
that was supposed to fly them to
Mumbai, two officials familiar
with the matter said. The aircraft
was seized over non-payment of
dues, they added.
The airline has only been
operating about two dozen aircraft and the problem worsened
on Wednesday when a Boeing
777-300 ER was grounded due
and the Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC) briefly stopped fuel supply
to Jet Airways later in the day,
both due to non-payment of dues.
Relatives of passengers stuck
at the Amsterdam airport took to
Twitter to express concerns over
the flight cancellation and how
they were unable to reach to the
passengers.
“@jetairways My sister is
stuck in Amsterdam at @Schiphol due to Jet Airways flight
9W231 was seized. Please help

ANOTHER DELHI-BOUND
JET AIRWAYS FLIGHT
WAS DELAYED AT THE
KATHMANDU AIRPORT
AFTER THE PILOT
ABORTED THE TAKE OFF
figure out how to get her to reach
Mumbai!” Twitter user Shradha
wrote. Karan Singh Lamba, who
was travelling on the flight,
claimed passengers were not
even provided accomodation for
the night. “Everyone here is
clueless about what’s going on.
Please have some ground reality
check with your people here” he
tweeted.
The officials said the European Cargo Services SA seized
the plane, which was to operate
flight number 9W 321 to Mumbai.
A Jet Airways’ spokesperson
said the Amsterdam-Mumbai
flight was delayed due to operational reasons. “Guests have
been informed of the same and
have been taken care of and
served with refreshments during their wait. The airline will

further update guests with
revised timings. Jet Airways
regrets the inconvenience
caused to its guests,” the spokesperson added.
Another Delhi-bound Jet Airways flight was delayed at the
Kathmandu airport after the
pilot aborted the take off at the
last moment to fill more fuel
after reaching the runway.
“We all boarded and the airplane went to the runway. We
were about to take off but suddenly pilot brought it back to the
parking and the captain
announced they had not enough
fuel to fly to Delhi and decided to
fill the tank again,” a passenger
named ajendra Bajgain wrote on
Facebook.
Jet Airways did not respond to
queries about the flight delay at
Kathmandu.
The State Bank of India on
Monday offered up to a 75% stake
in Jet Airways for sale. It
extended the deadline on
Wednesday for interested bidders to submit a response until
Friday. A consortium of SBI-led
banks now effectively owns the
beleaguered carrier.

malyaban.g@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Retail sales of auto-

The consortium of 26 lenders
has appointed SBI Capital Markets Limited to advise it on the
sale. The Jet’s fleet has come
down to 28, with the airline
grounding as many as 91 aircraft.
The bids are open to both
Indian and foreign individuals
and companies. According to
Indian foreign investment laws,
a foreign company can own 100%
in an Indian airline. But a foreign
airline can own only 49% at most.
According to SBI, the new
owner will have to acquire at
least 35.4 million equity shares of
the company, comprising 31.2%
of equity share capital, on fully
diluted basis and up to a maximum of 85.1 million equity
shares of the company, comprising 75% equity share capital, on
fully diluted basis.
Burdened by debt of around
~8,000 crore (and an additional
~1,500 crore being infused), Jet
Airways has cancelled several
flights. The airline used to operate a fleet of 119 planes at its
peak. The airline’s loss in the
first nine months of 2018-19 stood
at ~3,208 crore.

mobiles in India increased 8%
sequentially in March to 1.68
million vehicles as companies
offered discounts and other
incentives to lure buyers and
reduce dealer stocks, showed
data issued by the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations (FADA) on Wednesday.
Retail sales however fell compared with March last year
because of the high base and
prevailing weak market sentiments.
Retail sales of two-wheelers
rose 10% month-on-month
(m-o-m) in March to 1.32 million
units, while those for passenger
vehicles grew 5% to 242,708
units.
Sales of commercial vehicles
grew at a modest 2% m-o-m to
61,896 units amid the prevailing
liquidity crunch at non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs),
which has squeezed financing
options for fleet owners.
Retail sales of automobiles
started to decline since last September when customer sentiments turned negative as crude
oil prices started moving north,
and the rupee depreciated
against the dollar to an all-time
high which impacted returns in
the stock markets.
The bankruptcy of Infrastructure Leasing & Financial
Services Ltd, meanwhile, led to
a liquidity crunch as NBFCs
became over cautious in lending. As a result, vehicle sales fell
to a six-year low during Diwali
and Navratri last year.
With dealer inventories
touching record high, companies had to cut production and
offer increased benefits or discounts on vehicles to clear
stocks.
The average inventory for
passenger vehicles is, however,
still in the range of 45-50 days,

n

Sales of commercial vehicles grew at a modest 2% month-onmonth to 61,896 units.

much higher than the inventory
of 30 days typically maintained
by most manufacturers, according to companies.
Two-wheeler makers managed to halve their inventories
to 45-50 days from almost 90-100
days in January and February
by enforcing production cuts at
factories.
Showroom sales of passenger
vehicles dropped 10% from the
year-earlier in March, while
sales in the two-wheeler segment fell 7%.
Retail sales of commercial
vehicles fell around 12% from
the year earlier in March.
However, FADA, a lobby
group for automobile dealers,
said it expects customers to
resume automobile purchases
after the Lok Sabha elections,
which conclude on May 23.
“We at FADA believe that the
worst for the automobile industry is now behind us and expect
demand to stay at the current
level in the months to come. We
believe inquiry to conversion
ratio to improve with a stable
government at the centre and
improvement in the liquidity
situation,” said Ashish Harsharaj Kale, president of FADA.
The subdued demand condition prevailing in the market

Bloomberg
n

feedback@livemint.com

SANFRANCISCO: Investors could get
their first look at hundreds of
pages of detailed information
about Uber Technologies Inc. as
soon as Thursday, as the ridehailing giant gears up to publicly
file for an initial public offering
(IPO).
The global ride-hailing company will kick off a road show to
market shares to potential investors this month and would begin
trading publicly in May, said
people familiar with the matter,
who asked not to be identified
because the information is private. Uber is seeking to raise
about $10 billion, one of the people said.
The offering is expected to be
the largest US IPO this year and
among the 10 largest of all time.
While Uber has released partial financial results for years, its
IPO filing with the US Securities
and Exchange Commission will
provide the first complete look at
its numbers and operations. Prospective investors are hungry
for the minutiae, and they’re
now armed with ride-hailing
rival Lyft Inc.’s March listing as
a reference point for picking

n

Uber CEO Dara Khosrowshahi.
MINT/FILE

apart Uber’s business and value.
‘The main thing is going to be
the ride-sharing metrics versus
Lyft,” said Wedbush Securities
analyst Dan Ives. “I think in the
view of many investors Lyft is
the little brother to Uber.”
Uber said in February that it
generated $50 billion in gross
bookings last year, up about 45%
from 2017. But the figures show
slowing growth. Of the $11.4 billion of net revenue in 2018, only
$3 billion came in the last three
months of the year, up only 2%
from the previous quarter. While
that number gave the San Francisco-based company a yearover-year quarterly growth rate

Honor seeks to take smartphone battle to Xiaomi RentoMojo in talks to raise
n

navadha.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Huawei Technolo-

gies Co. Ltd’s smartphone
brand Honor is confident of
achieving its aim of dislodging
Xiaomi Corp. from the number one spot in the Indian
smartphone market, a feat
that it has achieved in home
market China, by increasing
offline sales channels and
launching more product categories targeted at millennials.
“We have this ambition to
become the number one
smartphone brand in India.
We will design our way to
become number one here in
terms of market share. In
China, we are the number one
smartphone brand and there
our revenue and market share
are better than Xiaomi,”
George Zhao, global president
of Honor, said in an interview.
“However, before becoming
number one in market share,
it is important to become number one in quality and aftersales service,” he said.

n

Honor global president George Zhao.

Huawei introduced the
Honor brand globally in 2013
and in India in 2014, where it
sells phones in the range of
₹8,000 to ₹45,999.
Honor started production in
India about two years ago at a
facility in Sriperumbudur,
near Chennai. It has a
research and development
centre in Bengaluru.
In the last five years, India
has attracted many Chinese
smartphone companies,
which have now captured this

GETTY IMAGES

market.
Three of the four top smartphone vendors in India in
terms of market share in 2018
were Chinese, according to
International Data Corporation’s (IDC’s) Asia/Pacific
Quarterly Mobile Phone
Tracker of 11 February. The
four are Xiaomi with 28.9%
market share, South Korea’s
Samsung with 22.4% market
share, Vivo with 10% market
share and Oppo with 7.2%
market share. Honor does not

even feature among the top
five vendors in India, while
Xiaomi has sold the highest
number of smartphones in the
past six quarters.
“We want to give more
effort and time to the India
market. India is our second
largest market after China.
Based on this, we must design
our India strategy—not based
on short term and not based on
today but tomorrow,” Zhao
said.
Huawei had the third largest market share globally at
16.1% for the fourth quarter of
2018, according to the IDC’s
Worldwide Quarterly Mobile
Phone Tracker of 30 January.
This is more than Xiaomi’s
global market share at 7.6%.
Honor is targeting millennials in India to boost sales, and
plans to launch new product
categories like laptops this
year. Apart from phones, it
also sells fitness bands,
watches, and tablets in India
at present. It also plans to
build the offline sales ecosystem.

$40 million from GMO, others
M Sriram
n

sriram.m@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Furniture and appliance
leasing startup RentoMojo is in
discussions to close a fresh funding round of up to $40 million
from existing investors as well as
a new investor, said two people
aware of the matter.
The startup, owned and operated by Edunetwork Pvt. Ltd,
offers furniture, electronics and
bikes on lease in Mumbai, Delhi,
Pune, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Noida, and Gurugram. Founded by Geetansh
Bamania, the firm offers free
relocation, maintenance, and
product swap facilities on the
leased items.
Existing investors Accel, Chiratae Ventures and Bain Capital
Ventures are expected to take
part in the new round in which
Japanese investor GMO VenturePartners will also invest, one
of the persons mentioned above
said on the condition of anonymity, as the talks are private.
The startup appointed invest-

RETAIL SALES DECLINED
COMPARED WITH A
YEAR AGO BECAUSE
OF A HIGH BASE AND
PREVAILING WEAK
MARKET SENTIMENTS
was reflected in the wholesales
data issued by the Society of
Indian Automobile Manufacturers (Siam) on Monday.
Sale of cars, sport utility vehicles and minivans grew 2.7% in
the year ended March 31 to more
than 3.37 million vehicles,
shows data issued by Siam earlier this week. It was the worst
performance since FY14 when
sales fell 6%.
Vehicle sales in India are
counted as wholesales, or factory dispatches. Considering
the continued pressure on sales
and prevailing market uncertainty, the industry lobby group
has projected a modest 3-5% rise
in passenger vehicle sales in
FY20. Two-wheeler sales are
predicted to grow 5-7%.
Anticipating continued pressure of sales volumes, FADA
has projected a growth of
around 3-5% in passenger vehicle sales for this fiscal year.

Uber seeks to raise $10 bn in
hotly anticipated public offer

R AC E T O T H E T O P

Navadha Pandey

MINT

n

RentoMojo founder Geetansh
Bamania.

ment bank Jefferies Group about
a month and half ago to advise on
the fundraise, the second person
mentioned above said. RentoMojo plans to use the funds to
accelerate its growth, expand to
more cities and go deeper in its
existing businesses, the second
person said.RentoMojo, GMO,
Accel , Bain and Chiratae did not
respond to emails seeking comment. A spokesperson for Jefferies chose not to comment.
GMO VenturePartners is the
startup investment arm of
Japan’s GMO Internet Group,
which is involved in internet

infrastructure, online advertising and internet financial services. The venture arm has backed
more than 25 startups in Japan
and over 40 globally, including
three in India. It also runs the
GMO Global Payment Fund,
which is focused on backing innovative payment startups globally.
It has tapped this fund to back
online payment gateways Mobikwik and Razorpay in India. GMO
has also invested in truck logistics platform LetsTransport.
For RentoMojo, the latest fundraise comes almost two years
after it raised $10 million in July
2017 from Bain Capital, Accel and
Chiratae Ventures. Renauld
Laplanche, chief executive of
US-based Lending Club, also took
part in his personal capacity.
RentoMojo started as a furniture
rental platform but quickly modified its business model to promote
itself as a fintech or leasing company, which provides consumers
with a viable alternative to traditional EMIs by offering rental
options across various product
categories.

of 25%—high by most standards
—it fell well short of the 38% rate
for the third quarter.
Investors will want an explanation for Uber’s flattening trajectory, a possible signal that its
core ride-hailing business may
be stalling. They’ll also want to
know where the money is coming from as the company
expands into food and freight
delivery and scooters and bicycles, as it also eyes driverless and
even flying vehicles.
Breaking out Uber’s US ridehailing business from its global
operations will be a particular
focus for those parsing its IPO to
compare it to Lyft, which operates in the US and Canada. A key
point of inquiry will be whether
Uber has already saturated the
US market.
“I don’t know if they’re going
to give us enough to get to that
level of specificity but the US is
the oldest, most mature market,”
said Tom White, a senior analyst
at DA Davidson & Co. “I think
some investors think it has
slowed significantly.”
The ride-hailing business is
years ahead of food delivery, so
prospective investors will likely
be less forgiving of losses in the
former than the latter.

ED TO AUCTION
NIRAV’S LUXURY
CARS ON APR 25
Pratik Salunke
n

pratik.salunke@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI : The Enforcement

Directorate is putting on sale
the fleet of cars owned by fugitive diamantaire Nirav Modi,
including a Rolls Royce Ghost
and a Porsche Panamera with
VIP numbers, for which it has
set a starting price of ₹1.33 crore
and ₹54.60 lakh, respectively, in
the e-auction that will take place
on April 25.
The cars are among 13 vehicles seized by the ED from Modi,
who has been charged with
defrauding Punjab National
Bank to the tune of ₹13,500 crore.
“The listed price is start price
and one cannot quote less than
it. Prospective bidders will have
to pay pre-bid earnest money
deposit amount to qualify for
the bidding process,” said an
official with knowledge of the
matter, requesting anonymity.
The contract for the e-auction
has been given to Metal Scrap
Trade Corp. Ltd.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

CSK

6

5

1

10

0.31

KKR

6

4

2

8

0.614

MI

6

4

2

8

0.290

KXIP 7

4

3

8

-0.057

SRH

6

3

3

6

0.81

DC

6

3

3

6

0.131

L Pts NRR

RR

5

1

4

2

-0.848

RCB

6

0

6

0

-1.453

Updated till MI vs KXIP match

shortstories

PollardpowereclipsesRahul
tonasMumbaiwinathriller
BATSMEN RULE Trinidadian all-rounder hits 3 fours and 10
sixes in nail-biting run chase to help hosts win by 3 wickets
Sanjjeev K Samyal
n

n

ture shots. Soon, he was left
warming the bench in the Test
and ODI sides.

sanjeev.samyal@htlive.com

Kieron Pollard
was at his vintage
best, scoring a
31-ball 83.

n

Smriti Mandhana.

PTI

KOHLI, MANDHANA
WIN TOP WISDEN
AWARDS
LONDON: Indian players swept
the Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack
Wednesday with Virat Kohli and
Smriti Mandhana clinching the
‘Leading Cricketer of Year’
honours, continuing their awardwinning spree. Kohli and Mandhana had won big in the ICC
Awards night too. Mandhana was
adjudged ‘Women’s Cricketer of
the Year’ as well as the ‘Women’s
ODI Player of the Year’ by the ICC
in December, while Kohli won the
Cricketer of the Year besides
finishing as the top batsman in
Tests. Kohli was named the
Wisden Leading Cricketer of the
year for the third successive time,
having amassed 2735 runs across
the three formats in 2018. He was
picked as one of the five Wisden
Cricketers of the year, along with
England’s Tammy Beaumont, Jos
Buttler, Sam Curran and Rory
Burns. Kohli is only the third
cricketer ever to have won the
award more than three times
after Don Bradman (10 times) and
Jack Hobbs (8 times). Mandhana
was rewarded for scoring 669 and
662 runs in ODIs and T20Is last
year. She also amassed 421 runs in
the women’s Super League.

Williamson, Khaleel to be
fit for Delhi Capitals match
NEW DELHI: Sunrisers Hyderabad
coach Tom Moody on Tuesday
confirmed that both Kane
Williamson (New Zealand cricket
captain) and Khaleel Ahmed
(Indian fast bowler) will be fit for
their next match against Delhi
Capitals. Moody, the coach posted
on Twitter to give the updates on
these players. “Yes, Kane will be
fit for our next match!, as will
Khaleel,” Moody posted on his
Twitter account.

No bar on Ganguly from
sitting in Delhi dugout
NEW DELHI: Cricket Association of
Bengal President Sourav Ganguly
will not be barred from sitting in
Delhi Capitals dugout despite a
conflict of interest complaint
against him but he is likely to
depose in person before the BCCI
ombudsman in the matter, a top
BCCI official said on Wednesday.
Delhi Capitals, where the former
captain is advisor, are scheduled
to take on KKR on April 12 in
Kolkata. According to a source,
Justice (retd) DK Jain may hear
out Ganguly before taking a
decision on the matter.

SIXES GALORE
The game though lived up to its
unpredictability and went down
to the wire. On the flat Wankhede Stadium deck, stand-in
captain Kieron Pollard
launched into a hitting spree,
smashing 10 sixes in a 31-ball 83
to single-handedly take the
game to the opponents and
eclipse Rahul’s effort.
Mumbai needed four runs off
four balls with three wickets in
hand when Pollard got out.
Alzarri Joseph, with Rahul Chahar at the other end, managed to
get the winning couple off the
last ball to completed the
remarkable chase. It was MI’s
fourth win and they moved to
eight points.
CHANGE IN STYLE
This season, there is a change to
Rahul’s batting. It reflects in his
batting strike rate. A year ago,
for KL Rahul, it seemed to be
about living life in the fast lane.
In the 2018 IPL, he was not just
piling on the runs but getting
them at blinding pace.
An aggregate of 659 runs were
notched up at a rate of 158 plus,
which was intended to evoke
shock and awe among fans.

Rahul hit his maiden IPL ton on
Wednesday.
KUNAL PATIL/HT

Powerful shots were followed by
striking a pose on the followthrough for the cameras.
It was all good on flat IPL
tracks but he paid the price in
international cricket and spent
a torrid year, time and again
falling as he tried to manufac-

Kings XI Punjab

KL Rahul not out
100 (64)
Gayle c Krunal b B’dorff
63 (36)
D Miller c de Kock b Hardik 7 (8)
K Nair c Chahar b Hardik
5 (6)
S Curran c de Kock b Bumrah 8 (3)
Mandeep Singh not out
7 (3)
n Extras (lb 1, w 6)
7
n Total (for 4 wkts, 20 ovs)
197
n FoW: 1-116, 2-131, 3-141, 4-151.
n Bowling: Behrendorff 4-0-35-1,
Bumrah 4-0-38-1, Joseph 2-022-0, Rahul Chahar 4-0-27-0,
Hardik 4-0-57-2, Krunal 2-0-17-0.
n

Mumbai Indians

EARLY MORNING BLUES

CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Rajasthan
Royals v Chennai Super
Kings; live on Star Sports 1
& HD 1

FOOTBALL
EUROPA LEAGUE

Chennai Super Kings captain MS Dhoni posted this photo of
wife Sakshi and him catching up on sleep at the Chennai
INSTAGRAM
airport before a morning flight on Wednesday.

David Warner’s ego must be
managed: Graeme Smith
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SYDNEY: Former South African

captain Graeme Smith has some
adviceforAustraliacoachJustin
Langer — make sure David
Warner’s ego is managed if he
starts to “get bigger than everybody else”.
The opener, on the comeback
trailafteraone-yearbanforballtampering, has been in red-hot
form in the Indian Premier
League ahead of his expected
recall to the national side for the
WorldCupinEnglandandWales.
But some commentators
believeWarner’sreturncouldbe
disruptive to the team, which is
nowresurgentafterarunofpoor

PCB appoints sports
psychologist prior
to World Cup

results, and that he needs to be
managed carefully.
Smith, who captained his
country for more than a decade,
said that while he admired
Warner’sbatting,hehad“pissed
alotofpeopleoff”throughouthis
career.
“I don’t know,” he told Fox
Sports evening when asked if he
wouldhaveanyissueinwelcoming Warner back to the Australian team.
“It’s difficult to know what it’s
like behind the scenes, but he’s
always been an incredible cricketer,” added Smith, who played
117 Tests before retiring in 2014.
“Especially when he bats, he
batswiththatdrivennature,that
intensity, ego to perform. And

he’s an excellent cricketer.
“IthinkwhereDavidhasbeen
throughouthiscareeristhathe’s
pissed a lotofpeopleoff.He’sjust
that type of guy. I think at the
moment he needs Australian
cricket more than they need
him.”
Warner is suspected of instigating a plot to use sandpaper to
altertheballinthenowinfamous
Cape TownTestlastyear.Hehas
longbeenadivisivefigure.Smith
believes his behaviour needs to
be monitored closely.
“He’s very driven, I think he
wants to do well, he wants to
prove his worth again. I think
David Warner in that position is
probably a good guy to have in
your environment,” he said.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

KARACHI:Pakistanicricketauthorities have decided to appoint
sports psychologist Taimoor Ali
Khan for the national team prior
to their World Cup campaign in
England.
Taimoor has been apparently
recommended by the national
team’s bowling coach Azhar
Mahmood.
HehasbeenappointedtillMay
11 to be with the Pakistan team
whichwillbeleavingforEngland
on April 23 to play some practice
gamesagainstEnglishCounties,
aT20internationalandfiveODIs
against England before World
Cup practice games begin.
“Taimoorwillbeworkingwith
the players on the mental aspect
ofpreparingforamega-eventlike
theWorldCupandifrequiredthe
boardcanextendhiscontractfor
theWorldCupbutfornowhewill
bewiththeteamuntil11thMay,”
a reliable source in the Pakistan
Cricket Board said.
This is not the first time that
the Pakistani cricket authorities
have sought the help of a sports
psychologist to work with the
players.
Taimoor also worked with the
Pakistan team during the recent
ODI seriesagainstAustralia.“He
was with the players for the five
matches and held sessions with
most of the players including
batsman, Umar Akmal,” the
source said.
“The PCB is hoping that the
sports psychologist’s presence
will help the players prepare
mentally for the World Cup and
he will have ample time to hold
sessions with the players,” the
source said.
Thenationalselectorsaredue
toannouncetheWorldCupsquad
on April 18 after fitness tests but
indicationsarethatselectorswill
also name three reserve players
who will travel to England.

avishek.roy@htlive.com

JAIPUR: Imran Tahir and Harbha-

janSinghhavedefiedageandperception in this Indian Premier
League.Bothspinnershavebeen
vitaltoChennaiSuperKings’formidablestarttotheseason.They
haveplottedthedownfallofoppositionintandem.Yearsofexperience has enabled them to polish
their craft, making them battlehardened.
After another impressive win
overKolkataKnightRiders,CSK
skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni
compared them to ‘old wines
maturing with age’.
Themastertacticianthatheis,
Dhoni has played the spin card
well. Harbhajan, 38, and Tahir,
40, didn’t have a great 2018 season.WhenhewasboughtbyCSK
in2018,Harbhajanhadcompleted
asuccessfuldecadewithMumbai
Indians. The move was seen as a
gamble when the other teams
were opting for young talent.
CSK, back after a two-year
ban, proved doubters wrong by
winningthetitle.Harbhajantook
seven wickets in 13 games at an
economy of 8.48 and Tahir six
wicketsinsixmatchesataneconomy of 9.09. This year, they have
together claimed 16 wickets.
Tahir has played all six games,
taking nine wickets to be joint
second among the top bowlers,
withatightfistedeconomyrateof
5.36. Harbhajan, who has played
four games, has seven wickets at
an even more impressive rate of
5.12.
Given that the Chennai pitch
has been a slow turner, the pair,
alongwithRavindraJadeja,have
made the conditions work for
them, helping CSK win all four
matches at home.
Pitch conditions at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium too favour
spinners. If the pitch for Thursday’s contest suggests a turner,
Dhoni is likely to picks his spin
trio. Rajasthan Royals, reeling
from four losses, will have to dig
deep for answers.

De Kock c Miller b Ashwin 24 (23)
S Lad b Shami
15 (13)
S Yadav c sub b Curran
21 (15)
K Pollard c Miller b Rajpoot 83 (31)
I Kishan run out
7 (10)
Hardik c Miller b Shami
19 (13)
Krunal c Miller b Shami
1 (2)
A Joseph not out
15 (13)
R Chahar not out
1 (1)
n Extras (w 11, nb1)
12
n Total (for 7 wkts, 20 ovs)
198
n FoW: 1-28, 2-56, 3-62, 4-94,
5-135, 6-140, 7-194.
n Bowling: Rajpoot 4-0-52-1,
Shami 4-0-21-3, Viljoen 4-0-34-0,
Ashwin 4-0-37-1, Curran 4-0-54-1.

n

n

n

SECOND FIDDLE
He was content to play second
fiddle in the 116-run opening
partnership with Chris Gayle
(63 off 36 balls).
Till the 18th over, Rahul batted at a strike rate of 120 plus (64
off 52 balls) before shifting into
top gear, scoring 36 off the next
12 balls to complete his hundred.
He targetted Hardik Pandya,
his partner in that infamous
talk show incident, for special
treatment, smashing 25 runs
(3x6, 1x4) off the 19th over.
Mumbai Indians’ game plan
was thrown into disarray before
the game when captain and
main batsman Rohit Sharma
was ruled out due to a thigh
injury. However, the hosts
could afford to celebrate in the
end.

Press Trust of India

todayontv

12.30am (Friday): Slavia
Praha v Chelsea; live on
Sony Ten 1 & HD; Benfica v
Eintracht Frankfurt; live
on Sony ESPN & HD;
Villarreal v Valencia; live
on Sony Six & HD; Arsenal
v Napoli; live on Sony Ten
2 & HD

Avishek Roy

scorecard
n

PTI

RoyalsfaceCSK
spintestathome

KUNAL PATIL/HT

MEASURED APPROACH
The runs are flowing this season
too, but at a measured rate. In
seven matches, Rahul is the
leading run-getter for Kings XI
as well as the leading run-scorer
among Indian batsmen in the
tournament with 317 runs (only
David Warner is ahead, with 349
runs).
He has cut his flamboyance
and focused on waiting for the
right ball to hit.
It has helped him regain his
form. The reward for good shot
selection was seen against
Mumbai Indians. There were six
sixes and six fours, all off proper
cricketing shots.

n

Harbhajan and Jadeja with Imran Tahir have been impressive.

n

MUMBAI: Ever since his contro-

versial comments on Karan
Johar’s TV chat show, there has
been extra scrutiny on KL
Rahul. The dashing batsman
has tried hard to put the episode
behind him, but is still feeling its
repercussions.
When Rahul landed with
Kings XI Punjab on Tuesday for
the game against Mumbai Indians, news headlines reminded
him of his hearing before BCCI
ombudsman DK Jain. Before the
game, the Karnataka batsman
had to give his version over the
controversial remarks made on
the show.
While it remains to be seen
what the ombudsman makes of
Rahul’s case, there have been
enough signs from his IPL performances that he is wiser from
the difficult phase.
On Wednesday, he provided
more proof he was moving on as
he put his head down to play a
flawless innings, producing an
unbeaten 100 off 64 balls to
power Kings XI Punjab to 197/4.

ht20

HEAD TO HEAD
Chennai
Super Kings

Rajasthan
Royals

13

7
Total matches

20

MATCHES IN 2018
n RR beat CSK by 4 wickets at
n

Jaipur.
CSK beat RR by 64 runs at
Pune.

CURRENT EDITION
CSK beat RR by 8 runs at Chennai

FOR THE RECORD
Ravindra Jadeja, who has 98
wickets at 29.80 in 132 innings off
160 matches for Chennai Super
Kings, Gujarat Lions, Kochi
Tuskers Kerala and Rajasthan
Royals, needs two wickets to
become 13th bowler to complete
a century of wickets in IPL.

Atthemid-pointoftheseason,
the two teams are a study in contrast. CSK are on the top of their
game,whileRoyalshavehurtled
fromonedefeattoanother.Their
only victory of the season came
against bottom-placed Royal
Challengers Bangalore, who
have lost all six games. Jos Buttler has been Rajasthan’s saving
grace with the bat, while Sanju
Samson’slossduetoinjury,after
he hit this season’s first century,
has been a difficult blow.
The one positive from their
previous game against KKR was
SteveSmithscoring73.However,
it came off 59 balls and RR managed just 139/3. Skipper Ajinkya
Rahanehasn’tfiredandtheirbiggest buy, Ben Stokes, has been
wobblyforthesecondsuccessive
season.
CSK have so far played like a
well-oiledmachine.Theonuswill
be on the Royals to raise their
game against the champions.

Chahar shows he is a quick learner
Abhishek Paul
n

abhishek.paul@htlive.com

CHENNAI: Last week, the video of a
miffed MS Dhoni rebuking
Deepak Chahar went viral. The
ChennaiSuperKingsplayerwas
guilty of bowling wayward at a
crucialjunctureagainstKingsXI
Punjab. But admonishments
don’t unnerve the 26-year old
pacer.
Chahar has been dealing with
criticism for a long time now. In
2008,he was deemedunfitto play
at the higher level by GregChappell, then the Rajasthan Cricket
Association Academy director.
Undeterred, he made his firstclass debut against Hyderabad
two years later at the age of 18.
Dhoni’s scolding was not
unfounded. With KXIP needing
39 off 12, Chahar bowled two
back-to-backno-balls.Ahighfull
tosswaspunishedforfourbySarfaraz Khan before the next,
another full toss, yielded two
runs. Dhoni was livid.
“I have received a thousand
messagesasking‘WhatdidDhoni
say?’Obviouslyhe was angry, as
a captain I would have also got
angry in such a situation, bowlingtwobeamersyouknow.They
needed 39 runs, suddenly they
needed 31 runs. He was angry
withtheselectionofthedelivery.
The ball was wet and my judgmentwasnotright,”Chaharsaid
on Tuesday.
The Rajasthan pacer came
backstronganddismissedDavid
Miller off the last ball of the over.
“My selection was good after
that,”ChaharsaidaboutDhoni’s
vocal tonic.

IPL RECORD
Chahar didn’t repeat his mistakesagainstKolkataKnightRidersonTuesday,andonaslowMA
Chidambaram track choked the
visitorswithaspellofdisciplined
bowling torestrictthem to108/9.
He returned with 4-0-20-3 that
fetched him the Player of the
Match award.
Chahar not only dismissed
Chris Lynn, Nitish Rana and

n

Deepak Chahar eased into the role of a death bowler in injured Dwayne Bravo’s absence against KKR.

MOST DOT BALLS IN AN INNINGS (OVERALL)
Dot balls

20
19
19

Bowler

Opponent Venue

Deepak Chahar (CSK)

KKR

Chennai, 2019

Ashish Nehra (DD)

KXIP

Bloemfontein, 2009

Munaf Patel (RR)

KKR

Durban, 2009

MOST DOT BALLS IN AN INNINGS THIS IPL
Dot balls

20
18
18
16
16

Bowler

Opponent Venue

Deepak Chahar (CSK)

KKR

Chennai, 2019

Yuzvendra Chahal (RCB)

CSK

Chennai, 2019

Imran Tahir (CSK)

RCB

Chennai, 2019

Mohammad Nabi (SH)

RCB

Hyderabad, 2019

Shreyas Gopal (RR)

RCB

Jaipur, 2019

RobinUthappabutalsobowled20
dotballs— a recordin the Indian
PremierLeague.Fiveofthosedot
balls came in the 19th over as he
kept the dangerous Andre Russell quiet. To think that Chahar
startedbowlingatthedeath only
fromtheprevious matchagainst
KXIP makes his performance
even more impressive.
“When Dwayne Bravo got
injured(outfortwoweeks),itwas
necessary for me to bowl in the
death overs.Iwaswaitingforthe
opportunityforalongtime.Proving myself as a death bowler will
help me become a complete
player,” said Chahar.

Armed with the ability to generateswing,Chaharexploitedthe
conditions well in Pune in 2018,
where CSK played six of their
seven home matches.
The slow track in Chennai
offers no such help and Chahar
understands that adjusting is a
primary requirement to make
progress.
“The conditions were helpful
for fast bowlers (in Pune), there
wasalotofswingandseamoffthe
wicket. This year we knew we
would be playing in Chennai. I
hadpractisedthatway.Lengthis
veryimportant(whenthepitchis
slow).When the ball is swinging,

AP

youcangetawaywithbadlength.
Butwhentheballisnotswinging,
the length and line has to be very
accurate. I am trying to perfect
the slower ones, the slower
bouncers,” said Chahar.
“I am a betterbowler thanlast
year.Atthislevelyouneedalotof
confidence.PlayingforIndiaalso
helped me,” added Chahar, who
made his ODI debut at the Asia
Cup against Afghanistan last
year. He also played a T20 InternationalagainstEnglandinJuly.
‘NEED BETTER WICKET’
Though Chennai Super Kings
won,Chaharfelttheslowpitchat
the MA Chidambaram Stadium
wasnotideal.“Wearelookingfor
abetterwicket.Noonewantsthis
typeofwicket.It’sjustthesoiland
theheat.You can’thelpit.It’s too
hothere.Thepitchguysaredoing
their best to give us a good track
butattheendofthedayyoucan’t
help it,” he said.
Even Dhoni reiterated his
stance on the sluggish Chepauk
wicket. “I don’t think we want to
play on wickets like these
because it becomes too low-scoring and it becomes slightly difficult for our batters to get going.
Andalsowhathappensisthatit’s
slightly more difficult if you’re
batting first,” he said.
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Son spurs Tottenham vs City
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Korean takes charge following injury to Harry Kane, scores all-important goal
Associated Press
n

GUARDIOLA’S AWAY WOES

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

With Tottenham’s
Champions League quarter-final scoreless and oozing intensity, Harry Kane launched into
a challenge to block Fabian
Delph’s run, clattering into the
Manchester City opponent and
twisting an ankle. It was the
same left ankle the Tottenham
striker damaged just a couple of
months ago, and soon he was
hobbling down the tunnel.
Son Heung-min once again
seized the opportunity to
become Tottenham’s saviour,
just as he did when Kane missed
seven games during January
and February. Son gave the
crowd at Tottenham’s new stadium his own injury scare. But
moments after being treated —
and 20 minutes after Kane’s
departure — Son put the ball in
the net on Tuesday night. After
receiving a pass on the right
from Christian Eriksen, Son’s
poor first touch nearly put the
ball over the byline, but he just
kept it in play. The South
Korean then cut the ball back
and skipped past Delph’s challenge before striking a low shot
under goalkeeper Ederson in
the 78th minute.
It was enough to secure a 1-0
lead to take to City next Wednesday for the second leg. There is
little prospect of Kane playing at
the Etihad Stadium, and the
striker might not be fit to feature again this season after he
left the stadium on crutches.

Pep Guardiola in his managerial roles at various clubs has
won just 25 of his 56 Champions League away matches

LONDON:

Home wins
2008/09
09/10
10/11
11/12
12/13

n

Tottenham Hotspur's Son Heung-Min (C) keeps the ball in play
before going on to score against Manchester City in London on
Tuesday.

“We need to check tomorrow
but it looks the same, a similar
issue,” Tottenham manager
Mauricio Pochettino said.
“Very sad, very disappointed,
and it’s going to be tough for the
rest of the season. We hope it’s
not a big issue but there’s not
much time to recover.”
Son has already shown he can
more than fill in for Kane, who
has 24 goals this season. When
Kane missed those six weeks
with a damaged ligament, Son
scored four times. “As a team,
we never give up for 90 minutes
— we fight,” Son said. “It was a
very difficult game and in the
end, we were more clinical than
them.”
Son also scored in Tottenham’s first game at its $1.3 billion new stadium last week, and

AFP

he now has 18 goals in a season
that has seen him miss spells to
go on South Korea duty at the
Asian Games in August and the
Asian Cup in January. “If he is
one player who deserves to
score, it’s him,” Pochettino said.
“He always smiles.”
City were smiling — initially
— early in the first leg when a
video review gave the Premier
League champions a penalty.
No City players appeared to
be appealing for the penalty
when the screens signalled the
VAR had intervened to check
whether Tottenham defender
Danny Rose blocked Raheem
Sterling’s shot with his hand.
Pochettino didn’t think it was
a clear error that warranted a
review. “I want to help VAR be a
protocol to help the referee,”

Away wins

3
5
5

3
1

4

3
4

Barcelona
Barcelona
Barcelona
Barcelona

2
2

Bayern Munich
Bayern Munich
Bayern Munich

On a sabbatical

13/14
14/15
15/16

3

16/17
17/18
18/19

3 0
3
3

4
6
6

Pochettino said. “But today
showed there is still a lot of work
to do with the system.”
But goalkeeper Hugo Lloris
saved the third consecutive penalty he has faced this year, diving to block Sergio Aguero’s
spot-kick in the 13th minute.
City would struggle to test
Lloris for much for the rest of a
game when Moussa Sissoko
helped to control the Tottenham
midfield and cut out attacks
from Pep Guardiola’s quadruple-chasing side.
Since City last lost a game in
January, they have won the
League Cup and reached the FA
Cup final. Guardiola wasn’t too
dispirited about the unbeaten
run ending. “Except for a few
chances we conceded on set-pieces and counter-attacks we con-

3
3

Manchester City
Manchester City
Manchester City

trolled the game,” Guardiola
said. “When we don’t play good
I am the guy who says we didn’t
play good, but I don’t have that
feeling.” City reached the final
eight last season but were
knocked out by Liverpool.
City are second in the Premier League, two points behind
Liverpool and 16 points ahead of
a Tottenham side clinging to
fourth place and the final Champions League spot for next season. It’s why Pochettino still
considers City a favourite to
advance to the semi-finals. “It’s
going to be tough, completely
different in one week,” Pochettino said.
This was Tottenham’s first
quarter-final in European football’s elite competition in eight
years.

IN A FIX

Future tense for promising differently-abled rider Aftab
Ajai Masand
n

ajai.masand@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: Lance Daffadar
Dawood Khan cut a forlorn
figure even as his son, 16-yearold Aftab Ahmed, was
awarded the “most promising
rider” award at the Delhi
Horse Show on Sunday.
Had Aftab not been differently-abled—the lanky boy,
who stands almost six-feet tall
and looks every bit an athlete,
is deaf and mute—he could
have joined the 61 Cavalry, as
almost everyone who comes
from the “Kaim Khani” clan
from Rajasthan’s Jhunjhunu
district becomes an army
man.
“You can say it is our right
to be in the Indian Army. I
recollect army scouts choosing youngsters from our clan
and recruiting them, no ques-

tions asked. My ancestors
served the army during World
War 1 and 2. I’ve been in 61
Cavalry for 16 years and in
another five years I will
retire,” said Dawood, an
accomplished rider for over a
decade-and-a-half.
“And that could be the end
of Aftab’s dream of becoming
an accomplished rider. He
might not get a job in the army
because of the disability and I
cannot afford to give him the
facilities the army provides its
riders,” said Dawood.
Col Ravi Rathore, the Commandant of 61 Cavalry and
CEO Army Polo and Riding
Club (APRC), said: “Aftab cannot come as a soldier because
of medical reasons. But we are
trying for his adoption
because he is a very good
rider. If something could be
worked out between the

DAWOOD KHAN, Aftab’s father
n

Aftab Ahmed with his father Dawood Khan.

sports ministry and the army
channel, it could save a
career.”
On Sunday, Aftab and his
16-year-old steed Vertigo
came up with a sterling performance in the junior showjumping category, winning
silver. Aftab was born without
hearing, and communicates
with his coach-father by a
combination of lip-reading

HT PHOTO

and the written word.
“I draw diagrams before
competitions and explain to
him how he needs to go about
the canter, medium trot, leg
ending, gallop etc,” said
Dawood.
Instead of the customary
ringing of the bell, the referee
waves to Aftab to start his routine. “That is the only exception which is made for Aftab.

Rest everything is the same,”
said Dawood.
He fished out a crumpled
piece of paper on which he had
jotted son’s achievements—
Aftab is in class 10 and is a prolific athlete at the school level.
But while Aftab nimbly
crosses every hurdle astride
Vertigo in the show-jumping
arena, Khan fears that his nascent riding career may end
before it gets a chance to truly
make a leap.
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After dope slur, athletes
told to avoid Suman
Sharad Deep
n

sharad.deep@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Following a four-year

ban for doping, South Asian
Federation (SAF) Games goldmedallist javelin thrower
Suman Devi is set to face more
humiliation on her home turf.
She may not find anyone to train
or interact with, if the UP Athletics Association (UPAA) has
its way. The state body has
warned athletes that those
found training with her or even
talking to her on the field may
face bans.
The executive committee
meeting of the UPAA, scheduled
on Sunday, will officially
announce its decision on Suman
and other dope offenders in the
recent past.
“If somebody is caught for
doping, he or she will not be
allowed to train or mingle with
other athletes at grounds or
sports venues across the state. If
we find someone interacting
with dope offenders, we will suspend him/her,” UPAA secretary PK Srivastava said on
Wednesday.
“She (Suman) has been a
serial dope offender, and her act
has brought us disrepute . There
are some other athletes too who
have maligned the image of the
sporting body by using performance-enhancing drugs,” Srivastava said. “Because of this, we
are also facing a possible ban by
the national federation.”
According to Srivastava,
almost 25 per cent of athletes
who test positive for banned
substances at the national level
come from Uttar Pradesh.
“There are some coaches too
who have been promoting doping. We are identifying them,
and if someone is found guilty,

›

He might not get a
job in the army
because of the disability
and I cannot afford to give
him the facilities the army
provides its riders.

sport
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Suman Devi says it’s unlikely she’ll return to the track.

ACCORDING TO UPAA
SECRETARY SRIVASTAVA,
ALMOST 25 PER CENT OF
ATHLETES WHO TEST
POSITIVE FOR BANNED
SUBSTANCES AT THE
NATIONAL LEVEL COME
FROM UTTAR PRADESH
he will not be allowed to train or
travel with the state teams at
national and internationals
events,” said Srivastava, who is
also the treasurer of the Athletics Federation of India.
Suman tested positive for the
steroid nandrolone during the
national trials from June 25-27
at Patiala last year. She had finished 10th with a throw of 50.90
metres at the Asian Championships in Bhubaneswar, which
was far below her personal best
of 59.45 she had set during the

PTI

2016 SAF Games. Suman claims
that she did not use the banned
substance, and does not know
how she tested positive. “I have
almost quit the game as I have
an eight-month-old baby and I
have a tumour in the stomach.
It’s almost over for me. I don’t
think I will be able to return to
the track again,” she said.
Suman, whose four-year ban
will end in June 2020, believes
that there was a conspiracy
against her. “A steroid can only
be taken via an injection,” she
said. “I had a severe head injury
during the Patiala camp (before
the Olympics qualifying tournament in Poland). I don’t know
what kind of injections I was
given during the treatment.
Does it sound right that I would
take the risk of taking a banned
substance just before the qualifier?”
Suman, who does not work
with a coach, said she usually
trains by herself.

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PROJECTS
E-procurement notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Bid No:________

Date :___________

1.

The Superintending Engineer, N.H Circle, HP, PWD, Shahpur invites Bids on behalf of Governor of H.P for construction
of work detailed in the Table.
TABLE
Sr.
Name of work
Name of Approximate value Bid Security
Cost of
Period of
No.
Division
of work (Rs)
(Rs)
document (Rs) completion
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
NH
14053042.00
280000.00 12,000/- each Nine Months
1. Periodical Renewal work from Km 0/00
to 5/00 of NH 20A (New NH-303) in the Hamirpur
set
state of Himachal Pradesh- under
Annual Renewal Program (ARP) for the
year 2019-20
2. Period of availability of Tender on-line, Date & Time of pre-bid meeting/ date & time of on-line bid submission & Date &
time of opening of Bids are given as below:Availability of Tender on- Date & Time of Start and end Date & Time
Date & Time of Opening of Bids
pre-bid meeting
for on-line Submission of
line for bidding
Bids
From
To
Technical Bid
Financial Bid
10-4-2019 30-4-2019
17-4-2019
10-4-2019 11.05 AM to
01-5-2019 at 3.00 PM
To be
11.00 AM
3.00 PM
11.00 AM
30-4-2019 3.00 PM
announced later
3. Bidding/ other documents can be downloaded from web site https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
Superintending Engineer,
National Highway Circle, HP,PWD, Shahpur.
0020

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS PROJECTS
E-procurement notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Date:
Bid No:
1. The Superintending Engineer, N.H Circle, HP, PWD, Shahpur invites Bids on behalf of Governor of H.P for construction of
work detailed in the Table.
TABLE
Sr.
Name of work
Name of Approximate value Bid Security Cost of document Period of
No.
Division
of work (Rs)
(Rs)
(Rs)
completion
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
NH
35855706.00
720000.00 12,000/- each set Nine Months
1. Periodical Renewal work from
Km 70/0 to 80/ of NH 70 (New Hamirpur
NH-03) in the state of Himachal
Pradesh- under Annual Renewal
Program (ARP) for the year
2019-20
2. Period of availability of Tender on-line, Date & Time of pre-bid meeting/date & time of on-line bid submission & Date &
time of opening of Bids are given as below:Availability of Tender on-line Date & Time of pre- Start and end Date &
Date & Time of Opening of Bids
for bidding
bid meeting
Time for on-line
Technical Bid
Financial Bid
Submission of Bids
01-5-2019 at
To be announced
From
To
3.00 PM
later
10-4-2019
30-4-2019
17-4-2019
10-4-2019 11.05 AM to
11.00 AM
3.00 PM
11.00 AM
30-4-2019 3.00 PM
3. Bidding/other documents can be downloaded from web site https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
0017

Superintending Engineer,
National Highway Circle, HP,PWD, Shahpur.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
IRRIGATION & PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
CORRIGENDUM
In continuation to this office NIQ No.IPH-National Hydrology Project-CB-Tender/NIT-49254995 Dated 18.02.2019.
Sr.
Reference/Clause No. of Bid
No.
Document
1. Page 22
17, Documents Establishing the
Eligibility & Qualifications of the Bidder
17.2.c
2. Page 47-48
Table-1 Compliance for equipment
manufacturer

No. IPH-Hydrology Project-II-CB-NIQ/54-136
Dated- 08/04/2019

0001

As Read in the bidding
document
Bids from joint ventures
are not acceptable

Now to be read as
Bids from joint ventures are
acceptable

Sr. No. 10
Sr. No. 10
Item: INSAT Transmitter
Item: INSAT/Satellite
Minimum number of
Transmitter Minimum number
Required quantity in any
of Required quantity in any
two of last seven years: 31 two of last seven years: 31

Sd/-Executive Engineer
Hydrology C&M Division, Tutikandi, Shimla
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To commemorate
the centenary of the

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
Punjab Government has organized a

Candle Light March
On Friday, April 12, 2019 at 6:30 pm

From Town Hall to Jallianwala Bagh
National Memorial, Amritsar.

Floral tributes will be paid to the martyrs of the
massacre at the Jallianwala Bagh National Memorial,
Amritsar on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 9:00 am.

All are cordially invited to join in paying homage to the martyrs.
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Catchy promo songs that are nowhere in the film
are emerging as a tool to attract the audience

‘There’snoawkwardness
withBhumiPednekar’
Sneha Mahadevan

CURIOUSCASE
OFPROMOSONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular song
catches our fancy, we
sometimes end up
watching the whole
movie just because we had
liked that number. However,
often, by the time we finish
watching the film, we find out
that not only has the melody
vanished but, in some cases, is
nowhere to be found in the
closing credit as well. That’s
what’s called the ‘power of
promotional songs’. Of late,
there have been many catchy
numbers such as Sanu Kehndi
from Kesari, Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018), and
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi, that caught on with the
viewers, but weren’t included
in the narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says that
this a “new phenomenon”.
“Makers spend lakhs and
crores of rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so [they]
don’t ghusaao (insert) it into
the film like they used to do.
These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’

W

and telling people, ‘this is a
song, come and watch the
film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.” Composer Anu Malik,
who composed the music for
Sui Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the song,
Sab Badhiya Hai, should have
been a part of the film. “It’s a
catch-22 situation. It was
happening before also, wherein
promo tracks were created to
hit the bullseye. One has to
admit that a very catchy song
grabs eyeballs, and this
country loves music. People
[sometimes] hear the tracks
and decide if they want to
watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we have
to promote the film as well as
its music, but as makers, we
have to put the film first. And
music is a big territory for
producers’ recovery. Also,
audiences can [always] watch
the song on YouTube... It’s not
like early days, where there
were no platforms and the
audiences would feel [confused
about] why the song isn’t
there.” DJ Chetas, who

Clockwise from top:
Stills from Andhadhun’s title
track, Sanu Kehndi from Kesari,
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi and Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018)
composed Mera Wala Dance
from Simmba (2018), rues that
the song wasn’t promoted
enough, even though it was still
aired towards the end. “The
thing is, promo tracks these
days are not promo tracks.
People go to watch the movie,
and still don’t watch it in the
end, unless it is a huge hit. The
bad part is that these tracks are
usually out closer to the
release. The actors who are
promoting the film, don’t
promote the track as it hadn’t
been released before. If I get an
option, I will do a normal track.
You get recognition there.”

ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing one
of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the project
without intimation. Her role
finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their
equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly, I
had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew
someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she was
finalised for the project. “On
the day the article appeared, I
was in a flight for a major
portion of the day. As soon as I
landed, I saw a message and a
call from Bhumi asking me to
call her back. The first thing
she said was, ‘I’m really sorry
to know about this and I didn’t
know about any of this’. She
was really apologetic and said
she didn’t know the back story.
I asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”
reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi for
going out of her way to ensure
things were smooth between

A

Taapsee Pannu (right) was the first choice for one of the leads in Pati
Patni Aur Woh. She was replaced by Bhumi Pednekar (left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

them. “She is very sweet that
way. She didn’t want things to
be awkward between us
because we were starting a
new, wonderful journey
together,” the actor says,
adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows

that this wasn’t about her. I
was merely calling out this
kind of unprofessional
behaviour that no actor should
have to go through. I’ve made
an entire career out of
rejections, so you don’t tell me
what it is when you tell an actor
to block dates and then tell
them that they were one of the
options.”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
TAURUS
had
wanted on the academic front.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White
Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
THURSDAY, A PRIL 11, 2019

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.
Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.
Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red
Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:25PM 03:55PM
05:35PM 09:05PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:05AM
12:35PM 11:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:25AM
02:55PM 05:55PM 08:05PM
11:35PM
Kesari 01:05PM 03:05PM
06:25PM 08:25PM 10:45PM

MATHDOKU

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was Tamil actoR Ajith
KumaR’s fiRst Bollywood film and is
the only Hindi movie he eveR did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 02:40PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 10:00AM
08:00PM 09:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:20AM
01:25PM 04:30PM 07:35PM
10:40PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:05PM
05:25PM
Kesari 12:50PM 06:45PM

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYG NT
AAMRKK

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The univeRse will RewaRd you foR _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

P

Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Captain Marvel English (4DX)
10:00AM
Shazam! English (4DX) 12:45PM
06:20PM 11:45PM
Dumbo English (4DX) 03:45PM
How To Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World English
(4DX) 09:20PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

Kesari 10:00AM 01:15PM
04:30PM 07:45PM 11:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 12:50PM
06:20PM 11:55PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
11:30AM 01:05PM 02:35PM
04:10PM 05:40PM 07:15PM
08:45PM 10:20PM 11:50PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:00AM
03:40PM 09:10PM 11:40PM
Junglee 10:10AM
Lucifer Malayalam 11:30AM
The Least Of These English
12:40PM
Mera Naam Shaji Malayalam
03:00PM
Shazam! English 03:15PM
08:45PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:35PM
Majili Telugu 06:00PM
Fighting with My Family
English 06:15PM 11:45PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
06:25PM
Badla 09:00PM
Super Deluxe Tamil 09:15PM

Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 12:30PM 06:10PM
09:00PM 11:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
11:00AM 02:05PM 03:50PM
05:10PM 08:15PM 11:20PM
Kesari 12:35PM 07:05PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:10PM
08:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:20PM
Shazam! English 05:50PM
11:30PM

PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:30AM
12:05PM 02:55PM 04:00PM
05:30PM 08:20PM 10:55PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:35AM
03:00PM 08:25PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:45AM 12:20PM 03:05PM
05:45PM 08:15PM 11:15PM
Junglee 10:30AM
Shazam! English 12:15PM
10:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 05:35PM
Kesari 01:00PM 06:45PM
09:45PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:05PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
Kesari 04:10PM

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Light Grey

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Kesari 09:40AM 12:55PM
04:10PM 07:25PM 10:40PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 09:45AM
11:15AM 12:50PM 02:20PM
03:55PM 07:00PM 08:30PM
10:05PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi

09:50AM 12:40PM 03:30PM
04:40PM 06:20PM 09:10PM
10:20PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:50AM
12:30PM 06:00PM 08:40PM
11:20PM
Junglee 11:00AM
Band Vaaje Punjabi 01:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
03:10PM
Shazam! English 04:00PM
10:00PM
No Fathers in Kashmir English
05:25PM
Badla 07:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:35PM 04:40PM 07:45PM
10:50PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
11:05AM 01:55PM 11:00PM
Kesari 04:45PM
Shazam! English 08:00PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:20AM
02:50PM 08:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 11:40AM 03:35PM
05:30PM 08:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
11:45AM 01:15PM 02:25PM
04:20PM 07:25PM 10:30PM
11:00PM
Kesari 10:20AM 01:25PM
07:00PM 10:05PM
Shazam! English 12:45PM
09:10PM
Junglee 04:30PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi
05:25PM
Badla 10:55PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 12:00PM 05:00PM
07:50PM 10:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
09:00AM 11:45AM 02:30PM
04:00PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 09:30AM
02:40PM 07:40PM
Kesari 10:00AM 01:00PM
06:45PM 09:45PM
Shazam! Hindi 11:30AM
02:20PM 10:30PM
Shazam! English 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kesari 09:30AM 12:50PM
05:15PM 11:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 02:30PM 08:20PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
12:25PM 01:35PM 04:40PM
06:00PM 07:45PM 10:50PM
Shazam! English 11:40AM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 03:25PM
09:00PM
Junglee 04:00PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
09:20AM 02:55PM 05:35PM
08:15PM
Kesari 09:35AM 12:45PM
03:55PM 07:05PM
10:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:10AM
12:00PM 01:15PM 04:20PM
07:25PM 10:30PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:55PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Yaara Ve Punjabi 10:10AM
08:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:30AM
01:20PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
07:05PM 10:00PM
Junglee 12:20PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
12:35PM
Kesari 03:15PM 06:15PM
09:15PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
01:30PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
06:15PM 07:00PM 09:15PM
Shazam! Hindi 10:15AM
01:00PM 09:45PM
Shazam! English 06:45PM
Kesari 10:30AM 10:00PM
Yaara Ve Punjabi 12:50PM
03:50PM
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CANVOTE, WON’TVOTE?
WHAT AILSTHE THIRD GENDER
Glares, lack of queues and fake promises keep transgender voters away from exercising their franchise

Ruchika Garg
t was back in 2014 that the
transgender community got
recognised as a third gender
by the Supreme Court of
India; a landmark move that
the community celebrated.
Last year, they also got
recognised under the
independent gender category
in the PAN application form.
While these moves were
indications of a more inclusive
society where the third gender
could lead a life equal to any
other, the reality is still far

I

from it. A major part of the
community still doesn’t vote,
which is a basic right that
every Indian should exercise.
A special drive organised in
Chandni Chowk recently
encouraged more transgender
voters to enrol in the electoral
roll. The idea of a special pick
and drop facility was also
introduced for transgender
voters on voting day. We spoke
to a few community members
about their voting experiences
and what can be done to
improve the turnout.
n

NO REPRESENTATION,
HENCE NO VOTING
Noida-based Deepak,
who has been spreading
awareness in the
community, shares, “Most
transgender people avoid
voting. Unhein lagta hai
jab sarkar hi hamare liye
kuch nahin kar rahi to hum
kyun vote karne jayein. For
example, when the
transgender bill was
passed in Lok Sabha, there
was hardly anyone from
the community to discuss
it. Jiske liye bill hai usi ko hi
nahin maloom ki kya hai
bill mein. There was no
survey done before
making the bill, toh
hamara interest to khatam
hoga hi na!”

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com

THERE SHOULD BE
SEPARATE QUEUES
Senior programme officer
at India HIV/AIDS Alliance
in Delhi, Simran Shaikh,
who works closely with
the community, says, “Due
to regular travelling, I’ve
never gone to the booth
and voted. However, for
those who do, there is a
need to make changes in
the process. I believe there
should be a separate line
for transgender voters.
When there can be one for
males and females, then
why not for them? Due to
the longer queues, the
community has to deal
with vulgar comments.
They should be able to
vote really quick. The pick
and drop facility is an
amazing step. Sabhi states
ki constituencies mein
hona chahiye.”

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY; PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT

SOCIETY HAS TO
BE SENSITISED
Rijwan aka Ramkali, who
works with the Noida NGO
Basera, says, “Since there is
no queue for us, toh main
rambaan (effective solution)
use karti hun — taliyaan
bajate hain aur sabse aagey
jate hai.
Those who want to stare
can stare, those who want
to comment can comment, I
don’t care. Mera kaam vote
karna tha, aur main kar aati
hun. Also, I feel society as a
whole is also required to be
sensitised and informed
about inclusivity.”

COMMON QUEUES,
STARES, AND ABUSE

LAME PROMISES VEX
THE COMMUNITY

Whisky, who has been living with
her family, says, she makes it a
point to cast her vote. “I look like
a boy, mere hairstyle se main
ladka hi lagti hoon. Mere ID card
pe bhi ‘male’ marked hai. I go and
stand in the men’s line and I get
hardly recognised as
transgender. So, it’s easy for me
to vote but jinka appearance
ladki wala hai, unke liye mushkil
hota hai. Their IDs say male and
no matter whatever queue they
choose, they have to face mental
torture due to constant stares
and comments. So, most of them
choose not to go.”

Aparna Banerjee, who
hails from Kolkata, says,
“Yes, I vote and my
experience is like any
other (non-transpeople). It
has been good so far. I
know that majority of my
community don’t cast
their vote because they
are either not enrolled, or
they are vexed with the
lame promises of the
leaders.”

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

‘Wanttodoahard-hittingshow
butnotaboutghostsandspirits’

Action junkie Prabhas’ latest
film to have his fav stunt

Prabhas’
latest film
will have
a jetman
sequence

TV actor Aishwarya Sakhuja
is ‘itching to get back to acting’
after a two-year break that
wasn’t ‘conscious’ but just
happened on its own
Sangeeta Yadav
here is no dearth of daily
soaps on the small screen
and actors are spoilt for
choice. However, Aishwarya
Sakhuja clearly isn’t in any
sort of a rush. In fact, she
prefers to wait for the “right
project” and not take up
something just to have longer
screen presence. After a
hiatus of two years, the 32year-old actor is now “itching
to get back to acting and do
some good work.” In a
freewheeling chat, the Saas
Bina Sasural actor opens up
about this break she took,
facing anxiety attacks and the
struggle to get good work.
Excerpts:

T

You’ve played lead roles in shows
such as Saas Bina Sasural, Main
Naa Bhoolungi, Trideviyaan and
Sarabhai vs Sarabhai: Take 2.
What made you take a break?
It wasn’t a conscious choice,
but somehow, I just couldn’t
relate to the trend of
supernatural dramas that
were repeatedly offered to me.
I have not been able to
connect with that genre and
each time, I end up saying no.
I haven’t been able to wrap
my head around the fact that
for 12 hours of my life, for a
year or whatever time the
show will last, I will be
portraying a character I am
not convinced with. And I feel
because of a daily telecast, we
don’t get the time to execute
such shows aesthetically.
Was there any sort of anxiety
when your shows went off air?
I am someone who has that
constant feeling of anxiety. I
often wake up thinking
‘maybe today I’ll receive a call
that will bring me closer to

ctor Prabhas is a known
action junkie. And his
love for action should not
come as a surprise, given that
he was a part of the Baahubali
film series (2015 and 2017)
which was a pure adrenaline
rush.
In fact, the Baahubali
franchise was where he got to
show off his skills. And in his
next film, Saaho, Prabhas will
perform his own stunts.
A source says, “Prabhas
loves action ever since he
watched Hollywood films such
as Terminator (1984) and
Judgement Day (1991), and
loved them. In Baahubali, he
got to do mountain climbing
and crossing rivers. In Saaho,
he has taken it a notch higher

A

my choice of work’. I won’t
call myself insecure, but yes,
it does play havoc with my
mind when work of my liking
doesn’t come my way.

So has it been a constant
struggle when it comes to
getting the desired kind of work?
The real struggle is to show
patience when you are not
offered roles as good as your
earlier ones. When you have
been in the industry for so
long, the struggle is to break
the stereotype that gets made.
In these two years, did you miss
facing the camera?
Yes, I did. But now, I’m hoping
that it won’t be long when I
will be seen entertaining
people, again. I’m itching to
get back to acting. I want to do
a hard-hitting show that isn’t
about ghosts and spirits but
about human relationships. I
enjoy that genre and of
course, comedy will always
remain close to my heart.

with car and bike chases.”
An insider from the set
reveals, “His favourite out of
all the stunts is the jetman
sequence, which is something
Prabhas has never done
before. It was really unique.
The actor is working with
Kenny Bates, the renowned
Hollywood stunt master, who
has worked on films such as
Bad Boys (starring Will Smith
and Martin Lawrence; 1995)
and Transformers: Dark of the
Moon (Shia LaBeouf; 2011).
Prabhas wanted to treat his
fans to something new, and
hence suggested that they do
something novel, hence the
jetman sequence.”
Saaho will be a multilingual film, and co-stars
Shraddha Kapoor alongside
Prabhas.

‘I said no to playing God on TV’
Sangeeta Yadav
o play God in a largerthan-life mythology
show is probably an
actor’s dream, especially
looking at the adulation it
brings and the connect it
forges with audiences of all
age groups. But when actor
Pooja Gor was approached
to play a God, she turned
down the offer.
“There are so many
shows that have happened
for which I have given the
look test. One of them was
Pooja Sharma’s role in the
Mahakali show. Playing
God or doing any
mythological show is
fascinating and tempting,
and I did think a lot before
saying no but it isn’t
something I would see
myself doing,” says Pooja,
who made her film debut
last year with Kedarnath
and will next be seen
playing a cop in an
upcoming weekend show.
“You’ve to be away from
your family and friends for

T
Actor
Aishwarya
Sakhuja

What’s keeping you busy these
days?
I’m studying about the human
body and how everything we
consume has an effect on our
body. Work or no work, I’ve
made big changes in my
lifestyle by waking up early,
eating more mindfully and
planning my day.
n

Rishabh Suri

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t been able to wrap my head around the fact
that for 12 hours of my life, for a year or whatever time
the show will last, I will be portraying a character I am
not convinced with.

months shooting in
Umergaon or far away
places for an extended
period. You only go home
once or twice a month and
the scope to work on other
projects reduces,” she says.
She adds a mythological
show is also physically
taxing. “The jewellery and
costume you carry the
entire day becomes a lot. At
that point of time, I didn’t
want to put myself in such
a challenging position,” the
actor says.
Considering the kind of
success actors have
achieved previously from
playing God on TV despite
the fact that they get
typecast, it was a tough
choice to make.
“I feel any mythological
character you play, it never
leaves you. Moreover, my
focus wasn’t to get that
kind of fame because I
already had it from my
previous show Pratigya. I
wanted to try something
different,” Pooja signs off.
n

Pooja Gor says
she turned
down the
chance to play
Goddess Kali
in a show
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
POOJAGOR

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

AISHWARYA SAKHUJA ACTOR
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LISTEN UP In colleges across the country, students are creating podcasts as course work and as a
way to hone their skills; they cover a range of subjects from history, films and music to women coders

UGC FUNDS
FOR COLLEGES
WITH WOMEN’S
STUDIES

Aishwarya Iyer

Prashant K Nanda

Playing now, on campuses
■

to have professional equipment
and a soundproof room, but all
that is expensive, and we are
managing with what we have,”
says Jain.

aishwarya.iyer@htlive.com

ilm reviews, mythology, photography and tech reviews
— campus podcasts are
branching out, as students reach
out to discuss issues of interest
while fine-tuning their skills as
an anchor, script writer or audio
editor. The fact that they’re neither expensive nor difficult to
create is making them popular
with students and college administrations.
Among the campuses with
the most vibrant podcast offerings are St Pauls Institute of
Communication Education
(SPICE) in Mumbai, where
running a podcast is part of
the post-graduate journalism
syllabus; the Srishti Institute
of Art, Design and Technology
in Bengaluru; and the Manipal
Academy of Higher Education.
Their series cover subjects
ranging from history and sport
to design and humancomputer
interaction.
Most student podcasts are
uploaded to SoundCloud and
promoted via their own and the
institute’s websites and social
media pages.
“They are also a most efficient way to showcase ability
to think and communicate,”
says Saurabh Kanwar, who
lectures on digital marketing
at St Xavier’s College and the
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of
Management Studies. “In a
time when a candidate’s creativity plays a key role during job
selection, a podcast is a way to
demonstrate actual creation.”

F

IN THE LAB
SPICE has a podcast studio

■

Students at the Manipal Academy of Higher Education say they aim to keep their podcast subjects as
diverse as possible.

where students take turns to
talk about films and music or
discuss mythology; hold forth on
sport or conduct interviews with
experts. They also take turns to
produce the segments, thus getting hands-on experience with
scriptwriting, managing sound
control and sound editing.
“We recently invited sports
writer Ayaz Memon onto our
podcast, Caught Between 22
Yards, which is on cricket,”
says student Sudharshanan S.
“It’s not always possible to get
the guests we want, but there
are lessons to be learnt even in
coordinating with guests and
dealing with availability issues.”
Editing turned out to be the
most enjoyable part, students
say. “When we say podcast, the
content is the focus. But as we
started pitching in for audio
controls, and were taught to

edit sound on software, adjust
frequencies, do voice-overs and
sync sound,” says Manasvi
Narwani, who is studying for a
postgraduate diploma in journalism.
SPICE set up its podcast
studio in 2018. “We wanted our
students to enter the workplace
armed with industry practices.
Our podcast studio equips them
to work with professionals as
soon as they leave the institute,”
says Carol Andrade, dean of the
institute. “We are helping the
students create and develop
content that is at par with industry needs, which will also make
them better content creators and
scriptwriters.”
WHEN TECH MEETS ART
At the Srishti institute, students of human-computer design
are creating ‘inter-disciplinary’

podcasts that merge themes
such as sociology and coding,
cognitive psychology and visual
design.
“Our batch is a mix of engineering, Commerce and Arts
graduates,” says student Pranjal
Jain. “So our first podcast episode was on how our subject
involves computer science,
psychology, sociology, cognitive psychology, visual design
and interruptive art. We wanted
to spread awareness about the
subject, which is essentially
about understanding how a
particular technology reacts
and behaves.”
The second episode was about
women who code. A team of 15
is now scripting their third episode, on using art to understand
complex computer systems. Most
of their podcasts are recorded
on an iPhone. “It would be nice

CHANGING WITH TIME
The Manipal Institute of
Technology’s podcast club, MIT
Pulse, was set up by engineering
and communication students in
the year 2017.
The original plan was to set
up a community radio station.
“But that would have needed a
lot of investment and hence we
took the podcast route,” says
Tania Mukhopadhyay, who
is studying for a Bachelors
degree in media and communication at Manipal School of
Communication.
MIT Pulse has since been
rechristened Radio Manipal, to
better represent the broader student community of the Manipal
Academy of Higher Education.
The podcast now covers theatre,
literature, mental health, financial management and various
other subjects.
“We try to keep it as diverse as
possible. We had Adnan Ahmed,
a contestant on reality TV show
Voice of India, on our podcast
to talk about music and perform his favourite songs,” says
Mukhopadhyay, who is on a team
of 24 running the podcast.
The team gets guidance from
K Padmakumar, associate professor and faculty in charge of
the radio module. “Professor
Padmakumar gives us tips on
how to pick subjects, how to
sound different from RJs, helps
us record and gives us feedback
on our episodes,” says business administration student
Harishankar Menon.

Leading the re-skilling revolution at workplaces
Piyush Mehta
■

letters@hindustantimes.com

revolution is a transformative event and it’s fascinating that we’re now in the
midst of a particularly inspiring
one. With technology playing an
outsized role in our lives, business environments getting disrupted, and new skills becoming
a necessity — there is a strong
push for organizations to foster a
culture of continuous learning.
Learning that helps employees
build future-proof careers and
also helps organizations remain
competitive. This ability to
reskill will thrive on three key
pillars.
The new world of work works
on a basic rule of thumb — teams

A

win, individuals don’t. Think of
the workplace as a sport field and
understand the critical role each
individual plays in the team’s
overall performance. As business challenges and organizational structures become more
and more complex, the solution
lies in a ‘team of teams’ work
ethos, riding on individual
strengths to deliver one solution.
Broad-based reskilling needs
to become a company strategy.
A ‘master/apprentice’ model is
a great way to initiate people
into learning. People learn the
best from other people and it’s
important organizations leverage experts that exist within the
system and identify “knowledge
gurus” and “knowledge brokers”.

CONTEXTUALIZING AND
CUSTOMIZING KNOWLEDGE
Organizations need to make
sure people engage with content that is relevant to them. It
might sound rather basic but it
is indeed difficult. Thousands of
people at different levels of their
careers with multiple skill sets
— how do organizations make
sure individuals find skills and
learning opportunities that are
most relevant for them!
Let’s look at an Accounts
Payable specialist in the finance
function. What will motivate
this specialist to learn natural
language processing (NLP) or
artificial intelligence? The fact
that by learning and then applying NLP, he or she will reduce
manual effort for invoice capture

and validation, and deliver more
efficiently. The other important
thing is to avoid portraying
learning as “mandatory” and
highlight how success hinges on
an employee’s mastery of new
and innovative ways to solve
business problems. Periodic
“nudges” can be a good strategy.
THIS IS ABOUT PEOPLE
TAKING THE LEAD
This brings us to the last and
most important reskilling pillar.
Organizations can bring in the
best-curated learning content,
give it the context that makes it
relatable and ride on collective
intelligence, but unless people
become the custodians of their
own learning, doing what they
are supposed to do in the flow of

their daily work, the needle just
won’t move.People need to map
learning opportunities to their
daily calendars. For instance,
imagine a client engagement
executive has an upcoming meeting with an aero-engineering
manufacturer. A short video
on how analytics and data from
flight records help inventory
optimization is going to ensure
the conversation at that meeting
is far more outcome-driven.
Ralph Waldo Emerson might
have liked us to believe a man
is what he thinks about all day
long. In today’s world of tomorrow, we need to change it. A man
or woman is what they learn and
apply all day long.
The author is Chief Human
Resources Officer, Genpact

■

prashant.n@htlive.com

T he University Grants
Commission (UGC) will allow
over 10,000 institutes, both colleges and universities, to offer
women’s studies programmes,
a move the education regulator
believes will highlight women’s
contributions to society and the
economy.
Eligible colleges will get a
grant of Rs 25 lakh per annum
and universities Rs 35 lakh per
annum from the UGC.
UGC will monitor and engage
in both teaching and research
activities on issues related to
women and also promote entrepreneurship among them.
These centres or departments
will undertake field research in
areas on women leadership,
gender gap analysis, inclusion
of women in economic and social
development and existing policy
and legislation related to women.
Besides, it will also ask such
centres to conduct research on
women’s contribution to science
and technology.
Women and their contributions to the economy have been
a debate in India, particularly
the participation of the woman
labour force. In India, the women
labour force participation rate is
27% against 33% in Bangladesh,
61% in China, 51% in Myanmar,
57% in the UK, 55% in the US and
82% in Nepal, according to World
Bank data.
This despite robust economic growth, rising incomes and
improvements in female literacy.
Even the gender pay gap is high
since women workers earn 19%
less than men on average, according to a recent report by Monster
India.
Such centres will help in pursuing a comprehensive, critical
and balanced understanding of
India’s socio economic realities,
UGC said. The initiative will
include “women’s contribution
to society and social processes,
and women’s perception of their
own lives, the broader social
reality and their struggles and
aspirations.”
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SITUATION VACANT

SITUATIONVACANT
A USA based Project
Urgently Required IT
Proffessional with Skills as:
.Net , ASP.NET, C#, MVC &
Dynamics 365 business apps/
Azure Cloud PaaS Service.
• Exp. in applications using MS Azure
Function/Cloud App/Service Fabric/
MS Dynamics 365/Dynamics CRM/
implementing business processes and
integrations between MS Dynamics
and other applications/ designing web
application, REST APIs & database
schema/ understanding of code
versioning tools (such as Git, SVN, and
TFS)/ will be responsible for all
aspects of SDLC of existing and new
components/ Proficient in building
resilient UX, APIs, and Microservices/
Configuring SSL, Certificate based
authentication and encryption.
Preferred exp. Testing frameworks &
QA : Selenium, Cucumber, NUnit, and
SoapUI.

SALARY NEGOTIABLE
Send CV at:
bluegingerconsultancy
@gmail.com

REQUIRED
Marketing
Executives, Printer and Computer
Hardware Engineer. Contact with
resume at Computer Hut, SCO
1112-1113, 2nd floor, Sector-22B,
Chandigarh.
Or
Mail
at
computerhutchd@yahoo.co.in

HIRING CREW/ Air-Hostess/
Ground Staff/ Hospitality/ Ticketing
Executives at Chandigarh/ Delhi
Airport. Any 10+2/ Graduate, 18-27
yrs. Salary-15,000/- to 60,000/-.
Freshers join 90 days Training.
100% Assured Placement. Require
Counselor/ HR Recruiter in
Zirakpur. Interview- 8th- 12th April.
Aviators HUB(Govt. Regd.) S.C.O7, Underbridge, Chandigarh Road,
Zirakpur,
9780817275.
www.aviatorshub.in

AVAILABLE Car Driver, Full Experience, BA. Pass, Personal/ Official Car Etc. Contact:- 9463751700.

PHARMA Company Looking for
Telecaller in Sales, Experience Preferred. Fresher can apply. Contact:9915807495.
REQUIRED Executive / Head Chef
/ Tandoor Chef for new Indian restaurant opening in Chandigarh immediately. 9999850265.

TEACHERS required for Maths
(7th-12th) & Science (7th - 10th)
SCF-7 FF (Baltana) Mobile :9888338895, 9878968895.

URGENTLY
required
expert
experienced qualified Hindi TGT
and Computer Teacher for Nayagaon School Contact Blossom
School 8557914405, 9592750548

URGENTLY Require +2 Commerce, B-Com/ Graduate Candidate
for
Accounting
Work
PRS
Accounting Services, SCO 821, 2nd
Floor NAC Manimajra CHD.
9815529620
ARE you searching any job just
email
your
resume
sunrise40chd@gmail.com
9888195107

WANTED experienced Sales
executive for Field work Own Convenience. Contact- 713, Industrial
area, Phase 2, Chandigarh.

REQUIRED male/ female marketing executives. Handsome Salary +
Incentives. Malik Advertising, SCO45-46, Cabin-110, First Floor, Sector-11, Panchkula. 78884-73395.
WANTED 1) stores/ warehouse
Assistant salary upto Rs. 10000/- 2)
+2 with bike having computer knowledge contact E-148, Phase VII, Industrial Area Mohali 9815063445

WANTED immediately full-time
female Data Entry operator for US
based company having good command of English, MS Word/ Excel at
Chandigarh for work from home.
Email
resume
to
:
jobs.sunlioninc@gmail.com
REQUIRED Graduate Male for the
post of Store Keeper/ Incharge, for
Mfg. Unit at Panchkula, Ph-2 with
Min. 2 Yrs Experience in Store functions,
Send
Resume
to
hr@horometrical.com
REQUIRED Female Telecaller/
Computer Operator to Promote
Educational Magazines in Tricity.
Freshers Welcome. WhatsApp
9501247476.

REQUIRED
female
for
Airticketing Office, must have good
communication skills. No targets.
Fixed salary & incentives. Also
required female for accounts work.
Fresher may also apply. Sai Tour
and Travels. 8963000005.

FRESHER/ Experiences boys
required in International Call Center,
VIP Road, Zirakpur 0176-2517072,
62809-72829.

WANTED EXPERIENCE Driver
For Automatic Car Knowledge of
Chandigarh
One
Experience
Person for Construction Site Or
Property Office In Chandigarh One
Female Office Assistant With
Knowledge of Computer Or
Accounts and All Having with Their
Own
Conveyance
Contact
Personally with Resume Office
House No. 20 Sector 18-A Ground
Floor Chandigarh 98155-04699

A PCD/ Franchise Pharma
Company in Manimajra Require
Marketing
staff.
office
Job.
Experienced/
Freshers
with
excellent Communication Skills.
marketing@salvuspharma.com
9646002349, 9888902349

AUDIT Assistant for Chandigarh
Mohali Bank experience preffered
contact Mittal & Garg Chartered Accountant 9316000054, 9779820172

REQUIRED
Accountant,
Accounts Assistant, Chartered
Accountant, Receptionist, CA Firm.
466 Phase- 2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009.

IMMIGRATION And Visitor Visa
Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.

REQUIRED Tellecaller nd IELTS
trainer experienced/ Fresher for
company sector 20. Chandigarh
handsome salary 99882-98354.

REQUIRED
FEMALE
Export
Assistants (3) for Medical Export
House
at
Mohali.
Salary
commensurate with experience.
hr.monega@gmail.com

DO work from Home and Earn
250-1000 Daily genuine work daily
Payment hurry. Call: 9041201346,
9056992009.

REQUIRED sales staff for real estate company in Dhakoli, Zirakpur,
fix salary, age max. 28 years call
9876955966

TYPIST/ Office Assistant requires
for advocate office knowledge of
Computer Contact: #388 Sector 10
Panchkula 9814200388.

REQUIRE RECEPTIONIST With
Computer Knowledge for coaching
institute in Chandigarh. Send
resume
to:recruitment.
official10@gmail.com, 9915214599

GRADUATE Required 1 to 3 year
experience for pharma marketing
Panchkula office, Salary - 10000 to
15000 + incentives. Number 8360806318.

DELHI Based I.N.S. Accredited
Agency Requires Graphic Designer,
Salary Between Rs. 25,000-Rs.
30,000 PM. Contact: Ashwinder
9814437410.

REQUIRED experienced/ Fresher
Visa Counsellor/ Telecallers at
Zirakpur. Salary 12000-25000/-,
Smart Male/ Female. 7087780959.

BECOME a Banker HDFC Bank
urgently required only Graduates
male/ female age below 26/ Salary
13200/-, Contact: 9056992009,
9056947009.

REQUIRED Female sales Girl for
Showroom qualified. SCO 376, GF,
Sector
32-D,
Chandigarh.
9815735569.

REQUIRED One Godown Helper
(M) 10th/ 12th Pass at Asha
Enterprises, Plot No. 9 First Floor
IInd Area Phase II Chandigarh.

APPLY FOR Accounting Job and
Training B.Com Freshers or 1 Year
Experience Candidate for Accounting Work Upload Resume or Detail
at
http://www.prsaccounting.in
Inquiry. +919417574835.

WANTED-FEMALE/MALE Office
Coordinator with Good-Communication-Skills,Fresher can ApplyTally-operator
also
Required
Contact:Komfort-Sales.SCO32Madhya-Marg,Sector7C,
Chandigarh-9815300159

WANTED Home Tutors (Female/
Male) All classes/ Subjects/ Tricity,
Impact Creators. 87290-15647,
(Freshers also apply)

URGENT Hiring of CA Trainer,
Computer Trainer (Tally, MSOffice) & PDP Trainer, Tellecaller, in
Institute of Computer Accountants,
Chandigarh, For More Info Contact:
8872793351.

URGENT Requirement Counsellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives
Freshers can also apply. Ekam Tour
& Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd floor,
Sector
17-D,
Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

REQUIRE Salesman for Field Job
& Accountant (Tally Expert) at
Swami Suzuki, 2-Wheeler Dealer,
Chandigarh. Call & WatsApp your
resume on 7837760021.
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RENOWNED Corporate Firmrequired Computer Operator, Telecallers, Marketing persons (male/female) in Tricity. Handsome salary25000 +incentives. 9888897934
ACCOUNTS, GST training course
by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing
0172-4635239,
8968770993. Accounting jobs
8968770994
FOR CBSE School in Kharar
Physical Teacher for 9 to 12 class,
female office Executive. Contact:
9876607740 (Contact between 8
am
to
2
pm)
email:
stezraschool@gmail.com
REQUIRE male candidates (Diploma/ Graduate/ Mechanical/
Fresher/
Experienced)
at
Mahaluxmi Bricks, call/ Email:
9914013456/
h_19591@yahoo.co.in
B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc
wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069

REQUIRES Teachers Full - PartTime for Spoken English, French,
Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
Biology, Accountancy, Computer
Science (class 6th to 12th, 5 for
each)5 Councillors, 2 Computer Operator, 1 Receptionist, 2 Sales
Executive, 1 Canteen Manager
Send biodata or appear for interview
on 8th & 9th April upto 4pm Pay between 10k-25k Expert Digital Academy SCO 85-86,city heart, Chandigarh road, Kharar 9914004186,
9876140171,9877060252
REQUIRED Accountant, Accounts Assistant, Chartered Accountant, Receptionist, CA firm. 466
Phase-2, Mohali. 9815336699,
9815074009
WANTED Senior Xray Technician,
Front office Executive/ Computer
Operator with Good Typing Speed
Good Salary. Contact Dr. Rajeev
Kapoor Kaps Diagnoscan Centre
House
No.
1637
Sector-4,
Panchkula.
CTDI Reputed Banking Institute
in Sector-47 Requires Recently
Retired Scale 1 Bank officer with MS
Office
Knowledge,
Computer
Operator good speed in MS Office.
Only Tricity Candidates apply
Attractive salary. gsbhalla_649@
yahoo.co.in
TWO Girls for receptionist-cumAccount & Three Boys for Peon Cum
Machine
Helper
requirement
urgently at Gagandeep Photolith
Process Pvt. Ltd. #375, FF, Ind. Area
Phase-9, Mohali.Mob.9876600496.

LIMITED company required Manager HR & Admin, Marketing Manager, Supervisor at Chandigarh. Experienced, hardworking preferred.
sunrise.admn@gmail.com,
8528633622
CIVIL Engineer, Graphic Designer, accounts Manager, Administrator, HR Manager, Data Entry,
Councellor, Receptionist, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Math, English.,
9780105789.
REQUIRED a Sales Executive
(Female) for women's ethnic wear
store, having 1-2 years of
experience. Salary 15000 - 20000.
Contact- 8727091000

For more
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Women as entrepreneurs and employees
SHATTERING THE GLASS CEILING The industry has realised women are reliable, responsible and responsive
Aulina Mithal Sood
■

Armed with these degrees,
women are making their presence felt in the realm of logistics
and specifically relocation.

letters@hindustantimes.com

here are no frontiers that
women are not challenging
today. The traditionally male
bastions are being breached rapidly. The barriers are dissolving
as more and more women are
taking a stand about working on
their own terms. Gender equality is fast becoming the new normal. Women are taking on jobs
that were earlier the prerogative
of men.

T

THE 3 RS OF
EMPLOYABILITY
The acceptance is growing
rapidly as the industry wakes
up to the fact that women tick all
the boxes and exhibit the 3R’s of
the perfect employee. The 3 R’s
are being reliable, responsible
and responsive. Women have
traditionally handled domains
that deal with man-management.
If she chooses to be an entrepreneur or an employee, she is
slowly but surely coming out of
the shadows of being the second
choice.
Women have the edge when it
comes to taking responsibility,
as they are always multi-tasking
and tend to be more organized.
Diligence and attention to detail
is what sets them apart from
their male counterparts. The
woman brings a lot of things to
the table. There is no arrogance
or overconfident posturing. The
sense of entitlement is missing

■

Women have an edge when it comes to taking responsibility.

in most second generation entrepreneurs as they feel they have
to make a mark on the working
space.
They tend to be more compassionate and empathetic. The
devil is in the details and that
is exactly what women excel
in – details. Women can plan,
strategize and execute details
better than men. They have an
added capacity to be patient and
generally take the pains that
guarantees perfection.
THE ROAD TO GAINING A
TOEHOLD IN INDUSTRY

There is hardly any industry
that has not seen the woman
reach positions of power. There
are some erstwhile male dominated spheres like logistics and
transport that has seen the
woman take charge. The logistics industry is one such field.
It has been the playing field for
men for many decades, but now
sees the influence of women as
technology has made inroads in
the field. There are many courses
that can help you prepare for a
career in this field.
There are management courses on logistics management, sup-

ply chain management, value
chain management, materials
handling, technology driven
courses like operations management etc that can prime the new
entrant for a profitable career.
There are courses in the international education arena also.
These are even more specialized and focus on a relatively
smaller arm of the logistics
industry. Relocation, moving
and packing is a big industry
today that has seen international
university courses like Leaders
in Moving, Essentials in Moving
and Masters in Moving.

Mantras of learning for the new fiscal year
Sudhir Dhar
■

to match the pace of change or
stay ahead of it. Reading and
learning something new is the
key to reinvent. Like it’s rightly
said by Jim Rohn (American
author) “Reading is essential for
those who seek to rise above the
ordinary.”

letters@hindustantimes.com

“B

e willing to be a beginner every single
morning.” – Meister

Eckhart.
It’s that time of the year again
where we have embarked into the
new financial year. It’s the time
where we get an opportunity to
look back at the year gone by and
plan for the year ahead. Every
new financial year comes with
newer milestones to achieve,
increased growth, newer challenges, and many more success
stories. Along with newer things,
it’s equally important to have a
newer ‘You’ which makes you
more effective as an individual
and also brings out the ‘Best in
You’. So, let me share a simple
3 points mantra that will help
you this financial year. The
“3R’s” Mantra. The 3R’s stand
for Reflect, Reinvent and Retain.
REFLECT
How many of us ‘every year’
take the opportunity to reflect on
ourselves; both at personal and
professional level? It’s important
that before you begin the New
Year, you pause and think about
how the past year has been for
you. Reflection helps us evaluate on our past actions, identify
focus areas, what needs to be
changed about self, and what
needs to be built strongly.
Ask yourself these 3 basic

■

Each year, we must take the opportunity to reflect on ourselves, both
at a personal and professional level.

questions to reflect;
■ What I could have done differently to be more effective? ·
What did I learn?
■ What was holding me back
to do things I would have loved
to do/try?

REINVENT
The industry keeps changing
its dimensions and the volatility in which it operates. Thus,
it becomes imperative to gain
a holistic understanding of the
things happening at large and
be more adaptive to change.
So, in an ever-changing work
environment, you need to continuously keep ‘reinventing’
yourself. Reinventing yourself
by learning a new skill, taking
up newer assignments or even
picking a new hobby, learning

something in the area of your
interest can lead to challenging
yourself from doing something
different outside your comfort
zone. This not only helps you
break the monotony of work
but pushes you to start assessing
yourself differently. Very often
as adults we ‘Give-Up’ things easily than ‘Taking-up’ new things
for various reasons. So you need
to reflect yourself if this holds
true for you and if yes, begin by
identifying all those things that
you have ‘given-up’ in the past
and pick one to start reinventing
yourself on that.
Change is happening at a
rapid pace in the current environment and the pace is bound
to increase in the future, so the
challenge is how we can keep
reinventing ourselves each day

RETAIN
Anything that you reinvent
about yourself needs to be
retained – to earn the returns of
reinventing self. Once you have
completed the process of reflecting on yourself and reinventing;
the focus should be to retain on
whatever has been done/learnt/
changed. Until you retain and
apply the learnings you will not
be able to see the transformation
that has happened and benefits
that it’s reaped for you.
You need to ensure that the
reinvention process is only
complete once it’s retained for
a single period. Often, we could
fall in the trap of ‘it’s not working’ and thus ‘give-up’ on things
while you might be close to earning the benefits of the reinvention. It’s also easy to slip back to
old habits in this process which
negates the entire ‘reinvention’,
so retain it to ensure you benefit from it.So the beauty of this
mantra, is that it never ends;
in-fact it’s cyclical in nature.
So, let’s have a great financial
year where you practice the 3Rs
mantra and transform yourself.
The author is Director & Head HR,

WHY RELOCATION IS
BECOMING A BOOMING
INDUSTRY?
It is true that the world is
becoming a global village. The
traditional idea of growing
roots in one place is slowly getting obsolete. There is an exodus
of young corporates from their
home towns towork in larger cities and even abroad. The boom
began when the taboo from relocating starting diminishing in
modern India. Today most corporates have offices in metros
as well as Tier 2 cities of the
country. They shift offices and
even cities when the need arises.
Job shifting has become a part
of the corporate dynamics today.
We see many start-ups sharing
co-working space in the beginning and slowly move out of the
city to a more conducive environment. The work culture has
become such that your next job
may take you to the other end of
the country or even abroad. Gone
are the days when you packed
up your own things, hired a
transport company and did all
the uncertain waiting before you
received your goods, maybe even
in a damaged condition. There
is a growing number who use
professional services to enjoy
a seamless relocation process.
Relocation has become a big

part of the corporate world today
and that makes it an industry
that is still nascent but getting
into a boom phase. There is a
dearth of qualified and trained
people who are available to take
up this meticulous job. Although
technology has become a large
part of the industry, vendor
and labour management are
still areas which require a lot
of coordination and people management skills.
Women are skilled at these
traits and can be best suited to
handle the vagaries of managing
multiple vendors with aplomb.
CHALLENGES IN THE
RELOCATION DOMAIN
The moot point is that this
industry is still largely fragmented and unorganized. The
major issue is handling the various vendors.The process is tedious and involves a lot of travel
and commitment. There are a
plethora of issues with lower
level labour suppliers, packers,
and transport agencies. There is
also a challenge to get premium
clients. Relocation businesses
generally have to deal with challenges local issues like politics
and legal hassles at many interstate levels. The issues that seem
uppermost are the man-power
related ones. The rest can be
allotted to resolution through
the use of technology.
The author is co-founder of
ShiftKarado

Dual degree
courses: Why and
how to get them
F

or decades, our education system has followed
a conventional approach
to lear ning. But in recent
years, we have been proactive
in adopting new pedagogical
trends aimed at fostering skill
development and better learning
outcomes.Many important factors have been responsible for
bringing about a slow but definite change in mindset, including the government’s increasing focus on competing with
developed economies where
impetus is given to nurturing
a knowledge economy rather
than just equipping its citizens
for survival. This applies in
the case of pursuing higher
education degrees as well. The
Indian education system tends
to follow certain conventions,
which are set on pursuing one
single degree like engineering,
medicine etc. However, in some
metros, the trend of pursuing
dual or integrated degrees, is
slowly gathering pace.
DUAL AND INTEGRATED
PROGRAMMES
In dual degrees programmes,

graduates in a particular discipline can also pursue a master’s
degree as a part of the same
course, provided they have the
aptitude for it. In regular programmes, the batch of master’s
students may have graduated
from diverse disciplines and will
require a more solid foundation
and understanding of the master’s curriculum. Dual or integrated programmes are usually
available after Class 12 but a few
are available after Class 10 and
graduation as well. Some typical
examples are dual BTech-MTech
and integrated BBA-MBA.
It has been found that at least
30% of the graduate syllabus is
repeated in the master’s programme. So when a student who
has graduated from a particular
programme chooses to pursue a
master’s degree in the same discipline, most of what he/she will
learn has already been taught at
the UG level. Integrated or dual
degree programmes avoid this
repetition, helping students gain
more advanced knowledge and
specialise in the subject while
truncating the time taken to
complete the master’s degree.
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SITUATIONVACANT
REQUIRED tally Coordinator, Inside Sales and Field Sales Executive for Chandigarh. Contact:9888004520, 96461-39393.

REQUIRED Retired VRS/Ex-serviceman/Housewife/Businessman/
Part/fulltime 50k Plus, Training
Allowances .99888-82360

URGENTLY required Medical
Rep. in Kaiser life sciences at Chandigarh HQ, Covering Chandigarh,
Mohali, Ropar.(Minimum 1 year experience) preferably in Cardio diabetic
segment.
Contact
9988564040, send your resume:
kaiserlifesciences@gmail.com

VISA counselors/ team leaders,
experienced & fresher required immediately. Sai Global Consultancy
Chandigarh call: 9041068379
REQUIRED Experienced Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Maths Teacher
for Coaching Center at Kharar.
Contact 98154- 87191, 7009963338
REQUIRED
Telecallers,
Receptionist, Computer Operators, Sales Marketing, Draft Designers, Coordinators, Nurses,
Accountants, B.Tech, BCA, BBA,
MBA, Engineers. Jobs in Tricity
INNOVATIVE
PLACEMENTS,
ZIRAKPUR.
+919646838838,
9915173160.
REQUIRED BACKEND Office job
(Female), Marketing Executive,
Marketing Manager, labour for Flex
Fitting, 5 field boys. Salary no bar for
deserving
candidates
01725031273, 9872511273

Walk-In

WANTED Office Boy having Experience in Computer and MS Office, Sector-44 Chandigarh. 01722646218, 97816-56538.

Leading Private Sector Banks are
hiring Fresh Graduates or Graduates
with 0-2 years experience for Entry
Level Positions in Retail Branch
Banking & Backend Operations

WANTED for an Industrial unit in
Behra Derabassi opp federal Agro
APS Industries 1) Mech Engineer
with Autocad experience for new
project 2) An experienced Accountant/ Warehouse incharge contact:
9815063445

Eligibility Criteria• Age Less than 27 years
• Graduation with min. 50% marks
Selected candidates to undergo
250 hours paid training program
conducted by professional bankers

Walk-in with your resume at IPB!
98155 98055
94185 07414
98881 09150
97796 64150

SPEEDLABS, AN Al based online
learning platform, offers the
following openings for Chandigarh
Tricity: 1) Business Development
Associates-Sales with 2-3 years
experience. BE or MBA preferred. 2)
telecallers with 2-3 years experience. Bachelors with good communication skills. Fresher can also
apply.
Email
resumes
at
chandigarh@speedlabs.in.

REQUIRED office coordinators/
manager/ tellecallers/ computer operators/ accountant. 9988898190,
email:- info@2muchjobs.com
REQUIRED Graduate Male/ Female for Banking Jobs. Location:
Chandigarh, Mohali. Salary: upto
14K+
Incentives.
Contact:7508629752 Aarti Sharma.
RESIDENT teachers for all
Positions / Classes, Music, Dance,
Sports, Clericals, Accountants,
Hostel & all kind of other school staff
immediately required for CBSE
Residential School, Nur to 12th near
Hisar. Salary: 200000 - 750000
Annual Plus lodging boarding.
Whatsapp: 9812042421 (5-7),
Email: divineinstitutes@gmail.com

REQUIRED Graduate staff for
Field work and Telecaller for real estate company in Dhakoli, Zirakpur,
fix salary, age max. 28 years call
9876955966

TWO weehler Mohali Bajaj Dealership required work Manager for
workshop and showroom Manager,
C-38 phase 2 Ind. Area Mohali
mohalibajaj@gmail.com,
9888088887

PAYTM Mohali center urgently
required 12th, Graduates candidates sitting job, Fix Salary 1100015000/-, Contact : 9915315751,
9803352777.
REQUIRED CA Inter having
knowledge of Tally in Sector 21
Chandigarh.
98761-94551.
aman_parti@yahoo.co.in
REQUIRED Computer Operator
having complete knowledge of
online tenders, capable of handling
office work with two years
experience. Send bio-data on mail:
nl_engineeers_114@yahoo.com
Contact: 9417600658.
REQUIRED female maths and
science teachers for class VI to Xth
for 46 branch. Aims Tutorial, SCO
171-172, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh.
9988506200

COMPUTER operator wanted for
a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069

REQUIRED 2 animators with
knowledge of graphic designing and
2D animation and 1 voice over artist.
Contact: Catrack Entertainment Pvt.
Ltd.,
Sector
82,
Mohali.
9888629173, 9815657733
WANTED
Computer
typist
Contact Ajay Aggarwal 9814432564.

REQUIRED Freshers/ experienced Female/ Male Telecallers/
Counselors knowledge of Admin./
H.R, Mohali. 0172-4635255, 7307685005.

WANTED
Executive
Housekeeper, Maintenance Supervisor
and Front Office Executive by
Reputed Hotel at Chandigarh.
Deserving candidates may send
their
resume
at
career@mayahotels.in.
8146657163

REQUIRED Field Boy Having Own
Conveyance at Mohali. Contact:
9814868502, 8968714086.
URGENT HIRING PHP/Wordpress
Developers, Experience 1-4 years,
Vacancies 6, Interested send CV at:
prabhjot@weoinfotech.com Walkins WEO Infotech Pvt. Ltd. 624,
Bestech Business Tower, Sector 66,
Mohali. 0172-4005441, 4025441

WANTED marketing executives.
Freshers may be considered. Salary
plus incentives. Contact- Softsys
Infotek Solutions, SCO-46, Second
floor, Sector-11, Panchkula. 8872148180

FULL/ Parttime Capable/ Experience Computer Operator/ Typist, Office Clerk. Flexi Hours, 3128/28-D,
Chandigarh. 9417703128.

NIRMAL Sagar Public School
Lassara Affiliated to CBSE New
Delhi Situated on Phillaur Rahon
Road
requires
vice-principal
(Preferably Masters in English or
Commerce Stream)-1 PGTs/ TGTs
in Physical Education, English,
Commerce, Music, Dance, 1 Each,
Librarian-1, Handsome, Salary
Commensurate with merit and
experience, Send your resume
within
week
at:
nspschool1@gmail.com
Mg.
Director Mob: 98140-31691

REQUIRED
Study
Visa
Counsellors Telecallers IELTS
Counsellors Visa Filing Officers.
IELTS Trainer Spoken English
Trainer Sunny Enclave Mohali. Bean
Goose Immigratoin 9914679954

URGENT Requirement for BDM,
Sales Manager, ASM and Sales
Executive, Male/ Female for MNC
Company
in
Mohali.
Mob:9855657770, 0172-5053111.

REQUIRED Doctors for Multispeciality Hospital (Shamli) on Saharanpur Delhi highway. Gynecologist,
Surgeon, Physician, Pediatrician.
Contact 9780023053, 9888938633

REQUIRED Female Computer
Operator
Jhalaria
Associates
Showroom -1, Mamta Enclave,
Dhakoli, Zirakpur Call 98141-00657,
98157-00928.

REQUIRED Fresher/ experienced
Female/ Male B.Com/ M.Com/ MBA
with Good communication skills for
Accounts/ Purchase department
and B.Tech/ Diploma Electrical/
Mechanical for Technical/ QC
Department
at
ELECHEM
SYSTEMS PVT. LTD. Godown
Area,
Zirakpur,
8872012395,
8872080077,
elechemho@
gmail.com

REQUIRED Female Computer
Typist with Good Typing speed for
Mathematics Coaching Centre in
Sector-35D,
Chandigarh.
9814711682.

For Franchise Enquiry, Contact:

YOUNG
Boys
as
Field
Representatives/
Field
Boys,
minimum +2, Salary 12000-17500.
Shivalik
Complex,
Zirakpur.
9855888384.

EXPERIENCED Energetic Boys
Required at Mattress Company for
Accounts - 1 and Marketing - 1,
Factory - 975, Ind. Area Ph.-2,
Chandigarh. 0172-5070973.

REQUIRES Visa Filling Officers
for Leading Immigration Company in
Mohali. Education Abroad Consultants, SCO-531, 2nd Floor, Sector70 Mohali. (Part time Option Also
Available). Contact: -7696210210.

Jalandhar
Hamirpur
Mohali
Panchkula

URGENTLY Required Counselors
(1)- Having Computer Command,
Marketing Boys or girls for Educational center of derabassi & Zirakpur. Send Your Resume at:
saiservice2004@gmail.com Contact Whatsapp or call:- 9814678177.

REQUIRED female Telemarketing
staff with good communication skills
and fluency in English. Basic salary
plus incentives will be provided. For
walk in Interview visit:- House of
Wonder Wash, Plot No. 98,
Industrial
area,
Phase-2,
Chandigarh. Contact: 9888016318.

TEACHERS
REQUIRED
for
IELTS, OET and German Language
AngelCare Givers Pvt. Ltd SCF-87,
Phase 3B2, Mohali. 9815619966.

G.S.Oberoi 98154 39006

TEC a Leading IELTS Institution
in Mohali Needs Female Trainers
Contact:- 9914915132.

REQUIRED
IELTS
Trainers,
female Golden Tree SCO 114-115,
Top Floor, Sector 34A, Chandigarh
99144-16444.
REQUIRED
Counsellors,
Tellecallers, Filing Officer, IELTS
Trainer, Office Boy For Reputed Immigration Company, Mohali and Fatehgarh Sahib Branch. Salary No.
Bar. Contact: Campbell Education.
SCO. 103, Top Floor, Phase-7, Mohali and Fatehgarh Sahib, Sirhind.
8699999036, 9888617955.

JOB opening in Airtel Mohali
same day joining process Salary
10000-18000/-,
Contact:
8427938133, 9056959002.

for jobs in Operations with
leading Private Sector Banks

OUR Zirakpur Office Required
Computer
Operator/Telecaller
(girls), Salary 8,000/- to 10,000/-,
Contact: 92168-56950

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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A Govt. licence holder immigration company required counselors, telecallers, receptionist, marketing manager salary 10000-35000
+ incentive call: 9878827402

REQUIRED Male Candidates
B.Com Freshers as well as 5 Year
Experienced For accounts at Grace
Drinks Private Limited Distributors
of Pepsico/ Britannia/ Tropicana/
Amul/ Godrej/ MCCAIN for chandigarh Attractive Salary and Incentives.
Walk in Interview at Pepsi Warehouse. Railway Station Road, Near
Tata SteelYard, Village Daria, Chandigarh. Call- 8699390955 or Send
Resume Email: akprasad@gracecorp.org

REQUIRED Female Office Assistant Basic Knowledge of Computer.
Office boy with Own Conveyance,
Access
Media.
Phase-XI,
8146803011.
TENDER Heart School (ICSE
Board), Sector 33-B, Chandigarh.
Requires
Teachers-3,
for
Kindergarten Section N.T.T. B.Ed. or
D.EI.Ed. Requires Dance Teacher-1.
Minimum 4 Years experience.
Application Form Rs. 100/- Submit
within 21 days.
UK Calling!! Need Energetic,
hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional
communication skills, salary negotiable for suitable candidates + incentives and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in
REQUIRED Account Assistant
and Computer Operator (Place of
Work at Manimajra, Chandigarh)
Mail the Resume. Fresher can also
apply. shine_sindsecurity@live.in
Contact:- 0172-4036192.

GRADUATE
Civil/
Structure
Engineer Trainess and Experienced
Drafts
Person
Required
for
established Mohali firm with North
American projects. Willing to take
qualifying exam for engineering
fundamentals, Proficiency in Auto
Cad must, Competitive salary
package,
email
resume
to
designingcivil@gmail.com

For more
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Former IIM-L professors
heading ﬁve out of 20 IIMs
TREND Serving directors of five out of 20 IIMS were faculty members at the
Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow, at the time of their appointment
Rajeev Mullick
■

■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: The Indian Institute of
Management- Lucknow (IIM-L)
has a unique distinction. Serving
directors of five out of 20 Indian
Institutes of Management were
faculty members at the IIM-L at
the time of their appointment.
Professor Archana Shukla,
appointed as director IIM-L on
Thursday, was the latest to join
this elite group of academiciandirectors.
Other former professors of
the premier institute heading IIMs at present are: Prof
Debashis Chatterjee, director,
IIM-Kozhikode (second term),
Prof Shailendra Singh, director, IIM-Ranchi, Prof Bharat
Bhasker, director, IIM-Raipur,
and Prof Himanshu Rai, director, IIM-Indore.
Pushpendra Priyadarshi,
associate professor and chairperson, corporate communication
and media relations (CCMR) at
IIM-L, said, “We are extremely
happy and consider it a matter of
great pride that five leading business schools of India are headed
by professors of IIM-Lucknow.”
In addition, there is a long
list of IIM-L professors who
went on to serve as directors
at other private management
institutes. These include Subrata
Chakraborty, who retiredfrom
IIM-L in 2005 and went on to
head the Jaipuria Institute of
Management in Lucknow for
seven years, and Roshan Raina,
who was appointed as the director of the Lal Bahadur Shastri

Schools are adopting several methods like marches, competitions
and extra marks to motivate students to urge their parents to vote on
the election day.

10 extra marks
for motivating
parents to vote
POLL PROMOTION Christ Church College
came with the scheme to promote voting
HT Correspondent
■

■

It seens the institute hasemerged as a mentor and grooming centre for professors who wish to take
directorial assignments at B-schools later.

Institute of Management.
“IIM-L seems to be contributing in a big way to providing
directors not just for the top most
B-schools but also for other private management institutes,”
said Chakraborty.
Debashish Dasgupta, a senior
faculty member at IIM-L, said
that the institute had emerged
as a “mentor and grooming centre” for professors who wished to
take up directorial assignments
at B-schools. “This can be cred-

ship and ethics. However, others at the institute said the trend
meant that IIM-L was losing its
top teachers to plum directorial assignments. “It is a loss
for the institute as five really
good academicians have now
shifted to administrative work.
The students here will no more
benefit from their rich teaching
experience,” said a professor
who did not wish to be named,
as his opinion was against the
popular one.

ited to our rigorous academic
process and strict faculty selection system,” he said.
Another noteworthy fact
is that out of the five former
IIM-L professors heading other
IIMs, four are from the human
resource management (HRM)
stream. “OnlyProf Bhasker
is from the IT and systems
department,” said IIM-Indore
directorDr Himanshu Rai
whosecore area is HRM with
focus on negotiation, leader-

letterschd@hindutsantimes.com

LUCKNOW:In a move to push the
polling percentage high this
Lok Sabha elections 2019 on
May 6, the day Lucknow will go
to polls, schools are adopting
several methods like marches,
competitions and extra marks to
motivate students to urge their
parents to vote on the election
day.
Christ Church College has
decided to give extra marks to
students to promote voting. “Ten
marks will be added to those students’ final results whose parents will vote in the elections,”
RK Chattree, principal of the
school, said.
The school has put up a banner
on the gate that reads: “Voting is
the expression of commitment
to self and to the country. We
appeal all the parents to exercise
their right to vote. The college

›

Ten marks will be
added to those
students’ ﬁnal results
whose parents
will vote.

RK CHATTREE, principal of the
school

promises to award 10 marks to
the students’ final result whose
parents will vote.”
Similarly, other schools
are also taking different measures to promote voting percentage.
The district administration
was already working to boost
the poll percentage in the state.
“In the 2014 Lok Sabha election,
58.44% votes were polled in the
state. We are taking these measures to increase the poll percentage in the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections,” he said.

Engineering, agri, pharmacy witness dip in aspirants
Musab Qazi
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

N

umber of aspirants
registering for the
Maharahtra Common
Entrance Test
(MH-CET) this year, for undergraduate engineering, pharmacy
and agriculture courses, has
dropped to 4.13 lakh from last
year’s 4.36 lakh — a dip of 5%.
According to experts, the dip
in registration is an indicator
of dwindling popularity of science courses, especially engineering. “Students are looking
for avenues other than engineering,” said Subhash Joshi,
trustee, Science Parivar.Joshi
said that while many students
are opting out of engineering
owing to lack of employment
opportunities, the inclusion of
Class 11 curriculum in the test
is also to be blamed for low registrations. “The students find
■ Until 2017, the MH-CET exam focused only on the Class 12 syllabus but now around 20% of questions will
it difficult to cope up with the
exhaustive curriculum of the
be drawn from the Class 11 curriculum.

test, which covers not only the
Class 12 syllabus but also 50% of
Class 11 syllabus,” he said.Until
2017, the exam focused only on
the Class 12 syllabus. Last year,
the state directorate of technical education (DTE) decided that
around 20% of questions in the
test will be drawn from Class 11
curriculum.On the other hand,
Pharmacy courses had witnessed
a surge in popularity — 64,186
students registered for under-

graduate pharmacy courses
this year. It’s a 24% increase
compared to 2017-18, when
52,014 students had applied.
The number of applicants for
seven ‘technical’ undergraduate (UG) agriculture courses has
jumped to 64,619 in 2018-19 from
51,822 in 2017-18 — an increase
of 25%.Last year, around 1.06
lakh students registered for the
centralised admission process
for undergraduate engineering.
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SITUATION VACANT

SITUATIONVACANT
URGENTLY required female
study visa senior counselors and
Telecallers for immigration office,
Good salary + incentive, Punjab2abroad contact 0172-4340000
REQUIRED FREELANCE Female
Executive on Commission Basis to
Sell
Loan,
Insurance
and
investment Products 7814395797

Punjab Timbers
& Plywood
Required the following staff
Sales Manager
Sales Executives
Peon/Chowkidar
Good Package for Talented Candidates
Accomodation Facility Available
Plot No. 165, Sector 82,
Airport Road Mohali
KPS World School (CBSE
Affiliated), Sector -120, (Vill. Daun)
Mohali Opposite VR-Punjab Mall,
Required TGT trained Teachers for
English & Hindi (Walkin interviews:
9:00am
-1:30pm),
Contact:
9914737932

REQUIRED MALE/ Female Visa
Counsellors (25) Telecollers (25)
Experienced/
fresher.
Salary
10,000/- 18000/- Seasons overseas
Studies Pvt Ltd, SCF 84, First Floor,
Phase 5, Mohali 9855145102.
SALESMAN, required for gold
jewellery wholesale for punjab.
Salary plus incentives after target Rs
25000 onwards. Room plus food
optional. Interview 2 to 5 pm. F 19,
Phase 8, Sector 72, eltop industrial
area, near ivy hospital, mohali.
Phone
0172-4682019
kundanlites@gmail.com
A PHARMACEUTICAL Company
requires PCD Franchise Marketing
staff for its office at Panchkula.
Freshers/ Experienced Graduates
apply. Salary 10-20K Negotiable.
9781766644.
ZENACTS PHARMA Pvt Ltd.
Required Educated Female Staff
For Telemarketing and Sales with
Good
Communication
Skills
Freshers can also Apply. Zenacts
Pharma Pvt Ltd, SCF 434, IInd floor,
motor
market,
manimajra,
chandigarh. Call- 7696048889

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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REQUIRED
EXPERIENCE
Marketing Executives For Tri City &
Punjab in Tourism Company
Contact- 9779988818, sudesh@
atlantictourism.in

ACCOUNTS/ OFFICE Assistant,
Driver For Automatic Car Meet
Personally/Apply within 3 Days
Tepco India, C-104, Ind Area, Ph-7,
Mohali Near Spice Chownk.

WANTED
FEMALE
Office
Assistant Having Tally KnowledgeWalk in Interview 391, Industrial
Area, Phase-2, Panchkula Timings
11:00 A.M. To 2:00 P.M.

HELPERS on sales Counter
required at Subhash Jewellers SCF
32 Sector 8, Chandigarh.
ESM INDIA Overseas Education
(for its Chandigarh office) is looking
for Assistant Branch Manager, Visa
Counselors, Visa Filing Officers,
Front Office Executives, Interview
Preparation Trainers. Only females
can apply. Good Salary +
Incentives. Walk in for an Interview
at SCO 375-376, 2nd Floor, Sector
35
B,
Chandigarh.
Mob:
9855109010.

JOBS in Sales/ Marketing/ Telecalling Chandigarh/ Punjab/ Himachal, Salary 10,000 to 18,000. No
Charges. 8264668478.

REQUIRED Telecallers for office
in Zirakpur and Mohali, fresher can
also apply. Salary plus incentives.
9877175884,
9815865588,
9646873083

REQUIRED
Sincere
female
Experienced Office Coordinator with
good Computer Knowledge in
reputed Distribution Firm, Sector 7
Chandigarh Salary no bar for Deserving Candidate, Accommodation
available for outstation candidates
Email:
allianceenterprises21@
gmail.com Mobile: 9815200998.

WE are Hiring sales staff
members for Silver jewellery store
(Male/Female) at Santosh Jewellers
SCO 3, Sector 23C Chandigarh
Contact: +9197819-95540.

WANTED Experienced Educated
Driver cum Office Assistant
(Computer
knowledge)
Chandigarh
office
Salary
15000. Contact: 62800-06561,
smoudgil99@gmail.com

REQUIRED teachers for Science,
Maths 9th, 10th, Biology 11th, 12th
Crescendo Institute SCO 78 2nd
floor Sector 46-C, Chandigarh.

REQUIRED Receptionist, Computer Operator, Counselor for Banking, Salary: 12500- 20000, Showroom 117, 2nd floor, Phase-7 Mohali.
Contact:9988402447,
9815174150.

REQUIRED
BUSINESS
Development
Executives
for
Marketing of resorts & Adventure
Sports. Male/ Female Pleasing
Personality with 3 year Experience.
Good Renemuration. 9501704132

URGENTLY Need Fresher/ Exp
Male/ Female Candidates for Counselor 15, Telecaller 10, Marketing
Executive 7. 12th/ Graduates (Salary 12000- 18000) Showroom 18,
2nd Floor, Phase-11, Mohali.
7527003235
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Want to get children to love
maths and science? Tell a tale

KATHA LAB SCHOOL IS
USES NO TEXTBOOKS
AND DOESN’T FOLLOW A
ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL
SYLLABUS,CLASSES
ARE ORGANISED
ACCORDING TO
LEARNING LEVELS

ONCE UPON A TIME Many schools
are harnessing story-telling by
seamlessly weaving it with the syllabus
to help kids learn better
KumKum Dasgupta
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

“W

hat did Dados
tell the firefly?”
Nandita Sengupta
asks a class of 10 pre-schoolers,
emphasising each word to hold
their attention. “I have seen lots
[of fireflies] in my village,” says
Sadiya, a wide-eyed, pony-tailed
four-year-old, then animatedly
narrates what Dados, a handsome green toad, told the delicate
yellow firefly.
Encouraged by Sengupta,
Sadiya’s classmates at the
Katha Lab School (KLS) join
in the storytelling session. At
another table in the same classroom, five children are painting
the animals they read about in
the story.
KLS is not a traditional school.
It’s a grand experiment by writer,
social entrepreneur and educator Geeta Dharmarajan. It uses
no textbooks and doesn’t follow a one-size-fits-all syllabus.
It doesn’t organise classes by
age group, but rather according to the learning levels of
the individual students.The
KLS system of education is
based on StoryPedagogy, a
homegrown concept developed by Dharmarajan, which
draws heavily from India’s
traditional oral traditions and
Bharata Muni’s Natya Shastra,

a 2,000-year-old treatise on the
performing arts.
“Relevant, fun learning for allround development is what KLS
is about,” Dharmarajan says.
“Children are amazing learners.
They are curious and creative…
any book can animate them. But
when we fill their lives irrelevant
information they become what
adults want them to be: conformists and aye-sayers”.
The StoryPedagogy technique
is delivered through Active
Story-Based Learning (ASBL),
which helps children to learn
language, science and mathematics, and develop general
awareness and critical thinking,
through stories and activities.
KLS, which caters to migrant
children who live in the slums of
south Delhi’s Govindpuri area,
uses ASBL in the secondary
classes too. If the topic of the
day is water, the class will learn
about conservation and pollution in a science class, stories
on the precious resource will be
discussed in the literature class,
and they will do a water audit
of their community. Children
find ASBL engaging, and easy
to understand and remember.
“I was at private Englishmedium school in Assam before
I came to Delhi. We had textbooks
andteachersencouragedrotelearning.Inowfinditeasiertolearnand
rememberbecauseweexploreone

topic from different angles,” says
Arjun, a Class 9 student.
ALL THE WORLD’S
A STAGE
If KLS uses storytelling as a
teaching tool, Anuradha AR, a
Bangalore-based theatre professional, is exploring a “collaborative arts approach” to do the same.
“I use a mix of visual arts, theatre,
music and storytelling to provide
children with a variety of methods to comprehend and explore literature,” Anuradha says. “Visual
art, music, theatre, and dance are
symbol systems like text. The use
of an integrated arts approach
develops abilities needed for reading and writing.”
In her 90-minute sessions, students do a theatrical reading of
a story (Kannada or English)
and are encouraged to explore
the text through a combination
of art forms. This, she believes,
gives them the means to assess
the meaning of texts, discover
background knowledge, see texts
with new eyes and enhance oral
language skills.

In India, storytelling is as old
as the hills, but the modern education system has failed to integrate this rich heritage in syllabi and is resistant to the idea
of students learning from their
communities. Channakeshava
Koffee, an artist from the faculty
of Fine Arts at MS University,
Vadodara, works with communities in the Western Ghats in
Karnataka. He uses drawing, collage making, painting and mural
making to make learning fun and
absorbing.
Yet, he says, the children
are losing out on community
knowledge. “The Holi Kunita is
a beautiful tradition… they narrate the Ramayana in Marathi
through songs and dance, for
almost 24 hours. Children get
to learn about mythology and
morals. But they are losing such
elements of their education to
migration and disinterest”.
WEAVE A DREAM
Explaining why such arts-ineducation projects are important,
Bangalore-basedIndiaFoundation

for the Arts director Arundhati
Ghosh says: “Our education system does not take into account the
diverse realities. Arts education
enables students to ask questions
about their lives, social injustices,
and economic instabilities. It also
fosters an understanding of the
self and the other by the collective
experience of making art”.
Fortunately, arts-in-education
is becoming quite popular on
the internet. NGO Pratham’s
StoryWeaver is India’s first open
source, digital repository of multilingual children’s stories. On
StoryWeaver, users can read,
translate, create, download, print
and share stories. The platform,
which was conceived to address
the lack of affordable, high-quality children’s books in multiple
languages, was launched in 2015
with 800 stories in 24 languages.
Today, it has over 11,500 stories
in 146 languages and over 1.2
million users.“Storytelling
has a significant role to play in
nourishing language acquisition and literary sensibility,”
says Krishna Kumar, former
head of the National Council
of Educational Research and
Training. “Our primary schools
could greatly benefit from it."
(Last names of students withheld)

NIRF 2019: Top 10 management institutes in India
Nilesh Mathur
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

I

ndian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIM-B) has
topped the list of management institutes in the county,
in the National Institutional
Ranking Framework list for
the best institutes of 2019,
released by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development
on Monday.
IIM Ahmedabad came at the
second place in the list, while IIM
Calcutta stood at the third place.
The fourth, fifth and sixth spots
were clinched by IIM Lucknow,
IIM Indore and IIT Kharagpur
respectively. XLRI Jamshedpur,
IIM Kozhikode, IIT Delhi and IIT
Bombay bagged the seventh,
eighth, ninth and tenth spot
respectively.
T he Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras has
topped the list of higher education institutes. IISc Bengaluru
has come second and IIT-Delhi
has been ranked third in the
HRD ministry’s national ranking of higher institutes.
Seven IITs are among the

■

Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore, topped the list of management institutes in the country, in the
National Institutional Ranking Framework list for the best institutes of 2019.

education ministry’s overall
national ranking of higher
institutes. Delhi’s Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) has
been placed at number 7.
Among the colleges, Delhi
University’s Miranda House has
topped the national ranking of

colleges while St. Stephens has
been ranked fourth.
The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi
came out as the foremost medical
sciences institute in the country. The National Law School
of India University, Bangalore

has topped the law list.Among
the pharmacy institutes, Jamia
Hamdard came out as the leader,
with IIM Bangalore has been
ranked the top most institute
among management institutes.
T he Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras has

topped the list of higher education institutes in the overall category, in the National
Institutional Rankings
Framework list 2019, released by
the Ministry of Human Resource
Development on Monday.
IISc Bengaluru bagged the
second place in the list while IIT
Delhi stood at the third place.
The fourth, fifth and sixth spot
was clinched by IIT Bombay,
IIT Kharagpur and IIT Kanpur.
JNU, New Delhi, IIT Roorkee, IIT
Guwahati and Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) Varanasi
bagged the seventh, eighth, ninth
and tenth spot respectively.
Seven IITs are among the education ministry’s overall national ranking of higher institutes.
Among the colleges, Delhi
University’s Miranda House has
topped the national ranking of
colleges while St Stephens has
been placed fourth on the list.
The All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi
has been named the foremost
medical sciences institute in
the country. The National Law
School-Bengaluru has topped
the law list.

Criticism from
employees helps
one stay creative
at work: Study
Asian News International
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

T

hough most fir ms
today embrace a culture of criticism when
supervisors and peers
dispense negative feedback, it
can actually stunt the creative
process. According to a recent
study, to keep the creative juices
flowing, employees should be
receptive to criticism.
Yeun Joon Kim, co-author
of the study, who worked as a
software engineer for Samsung
before pursuing his graduate
studies, is familiar with having
his creative work scrutinised and at times, picked apart. His
previous professional experience actually inspired the thinking for his latest paper.
“I personally hate hearing
negative feedback - as most
people do - and I wondered if it
really improved my performance, particularly when it came
to completing creative tasks,”
said Kim.The literature has
been mixed when it comes to
determining whether criticism inspires or inhibits creative thinking. The findings are
published in the Academy of
Management Journal. As part
of the study observed - through
a field experiment and a lab
experiment - and reported on
how receiving negative feedback
might impact the creativity of
feedback recipients.
In both studies, Kim found
that negative feedback can
help or hinder creativity. What
is most important is where the
criticism comes from.
When creative professionals
or participants received criticism from a boss or a peer, they
tended to be less creative in their
subsequent work.
Interestingly, if an individual
received negative feedback from
an employee of lower rank, they
became more creative.
“It makes sense that employees might feel threatened by
criticism from their managers.
Supervisors have a lot of influence in deciding promotions or
pay raises. So negative feedback
from a boss might trigger career
anxieties,” Kim explained.
It also stands to reason that
feedback from a co-worker
might also be received as threatening. We often compete with
our peers for the same promotions and opportunities.When
we feel that pressure from above
or from our peers, we tend to
fixate on the stressful aspects of
it and end up being less creative
in our future work, says Kim.
What Kim found most surprising was how criticism
proved to be beneficial for supervisors when the negative feedback came from their followers
(employees that they manage).
“It’s a bit counter-intuitive
because we tend to believe we
shouldn’t criticize the boss.
In reality, most supervisors
are willing to receive negative
feedback and learn from it,”
said Kim.
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Magic schools hidden in plain sight
INDIA'S HOGWARTS From making a
friend disappear, to cutting an apple into
half on a man’s head, blindfolded;
courses at magic schools draw on
science, comedy and drama to groom
students into master performers
Lavina Mulchandani
■

n letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Y

ou probably wish you
could make some of your
colleagues disappear. But
there’s only one place where you
get to actually do that kind of
thing (legally, at least).
At India’s Hogwarts — institutes that specialise in teaching magic — you learn to make
a classmate disappear, transform
one coin into two (another useful
trick), or at the very least make
a card levitate at will.
“We don’t use mumbo-jumbo,
capes or spells. We use technology and specialised equipment to create illusions,” says
Gopinath Muthukad, executive
director of Magic Academy in
Thiruvananthapuram.
They also teach you how to
be the consummate performer.
“Because magic involves elements of ventriloquism, comedy,
drama,” says A Sarkar, founder
of Magic World, Kolkata. “We
also teach students how to handle hecklers — people googling
how tricks are performed during
a show is a big problem, these
days — and how to laugh at yourself when things go wrong.”
A typical classroom session,
then, is a mix of wild demonstrations and ancient knowledge.
Institutes like Magic World,
Magic Academy, the Delhi School
of Magic (DSM), International
Academy of Illusion and Magic
(IAIM), also in Delhi, and the
Institute of Magic And Allied
Arts (IMAA) in Bengaluru offer
year-long courses for the serious
practitioner.
But by far the most popular

are the weekend certificate
courses for the hobbyist looking to impress her friends or add
zing to an Instagram page. These
students include bankers, doctors, engineers, college students,
homemakers and government
employees. Cardio-diabetologist
from Kolkata Manna Saikat, 32,
did a year-long weekend course
where he mastered 52 tricks.
“Now I perform regularly
at parties and even did a show
as part of the Indian Medical
Association,” he says. “My most
popular trick is when I cut an
apple in half, on a man’s head,
blindfolded.”
SPELLING IT OUT
Many of the aspiring Harry
Potters are chasing a thrill they
first experienced in childhood. “I
used to make spoons bend with
my hands… people thought it
was magic but it was mostly the
spoon,” says Saikat, laughing.
“But when I grew up, settled
down and began my career as a
doctor, I decided to pursue magic,
for real.” Also in the classroom
are teachers who want to make
their curriculum fun, and hotel
receptionists who want to turn
handing you the room keys into
a memorable trick.
For Anamitra Banerjee, 39,
who works with the government
of West Bengal, magic is a break
from the mundane — and earns
him a tidy sum.
“Doing coin tricks had been
a hobby for years, so I signed up
and started learning magic nine
months ago,” he says. “I now perform, mainly at birthday parties and sometimes at corporate
events. The course also groomed

›
■

Students include doctors, engineers, college students, homemakers and government employees.

We also teach students
how to handle hecklers
— people googling how
tricks are performed
during a show is a big
problem, these days — and
how to laugh at yourself
when things go wrong.
GOPINATH MUTHUKAD,
executive director
of Magic Academy,
Thiruvananthapuram
me so I stand apart like a magician and get better offers.”
He charges Rs 5,000 to Rs
25,000 depending on the nature
of the event. “I have also learned
origami online so I offer you
more than just magic tricks,”
Banerjee says.
ABRACADABRA
If you plan to do magic fulltime, the same institutes offer
courses that include modules on
the history of magic in India and
around the world; mentalism;
rope tricks; personal branding;
as well as ‘general knowledge’
classes on the greatest illusion-

ists, their greatest tricks, and
unsolved mysteries from the
world of magic. At the end of the
course, there are theory exams,
practicals, and internships (with
established magicians) for the
top-ranking students.
“The testing is actually quite
intensive,” says Yash Makhija,
19, a college student from Delhi
who did a comprehensive course
at the Sangeeta School of Magic
and now teaches there too.
“Every alternate class is a test.
You cannot start learning the
next trick until you master the
previous one. That’s also the best
way to avoid mishaps on stage.”
From DSM and IAIM to Magic
World, Sangeeta School of Magic
in Delhi, Magic Academy, and
IMAA in Bengaluru, they all
began offering courses for beginners between one and three years
ago. “We realised there was a
lot of demand from hobbyists,”
says Sarkar of Magic World.
“The main different between
the courses for beginners and
for professionals is the types of
tricks we teach. Also, for professionals, there are sessions
on voice modulation, body language, marketing, video-making,
audience management etc.”

For Mahua Nath, 26, a fulltime magician with a team of
15 who does stage shows and
corporate gigs for a living, it
was the lessons in presentation
and distraction that were most
helpful. “We learnt that one person needs to do the anchoring to
keep the audience engaged, some
corners of the stage need to be
left dark, music must be used to
create drama,” she says.
CASTING A SPELL
The institutes are run on trade
licences issued by municipal
corporations and have no affiliations to educational institutes.
The certificates are props, in a
sense. It’s the inside view — the
peek behind the velvet curtain,
as it were — being offered by
experienced magicians that is
the real draw.
They also help you dress up
your magic CV. “The institutes
give you photos and videos of
yourself performing tricks,
which you can then share on
social media to help you get
gigs,” says Nath.
There are some trick you
learn that you likely wouldn’t
ever find online. For Nath, that
was the box-to-motorbike trick

that is now her specialty. “I have
always been fascinated by stories
of fairies that make people and
things disappear and reappear.
I can finally do that with the use
of some science and technology,”
she says, laughing. “It took me a
few months to master it and now I
chargeapremiumtoperformiton
stage. The trick goes like this — I
am handcuffed, tied in a sack and
locked in a box. The box is then
covered with a sheet. My assistant chants Alakazam and, boom, I
appear from behind the stage on a
bike. I have been performing this
trick for a long time and people
have still not been able to figure
out how it’s done.”
It’s also just fun to be in the
classroom. “Someone will be
looking in the mirror to perfect
their body language, someone
else solving a Rubik’s cube to
hone concentration, or getting
together to design new props in
the breaks,” says Anup Jha, 20,
a student at Magic Academy in
Thiruvananthapuram.
“We are taught to moderate
our ego and work as a team. You
learn very quickly that you may
be waving the wand, but everyone
has to play their role for the trick
to work.”

Having pets may lower stress in older adults: Study
Press Trust of India
■

n letterschd@hindustantimes.com

H

aving a pet can help older
adults cope with mental
and physical health
issues, according to a US poll
which showed that owning an
animal lowers stress and gives
people a sense of purpose. While
pets come with benefits, they can
also bring concerns, and some
people may even put their animals’ needs ahead of their own
health, the poll found.
55% ADULTS HAVE A PET
In all, 55 per cent of adults
ages 50 to 80 have a pet, according
to the new findings -- and more
than half of those have multiple
pets. More than three-quarters
of pet owners say their animals
reduce their stress, and nearly as

FOR THOSE WHO
REPORTED THAT THEIR
HEALTH WAS FAIR OR
POOR, PET OWNERSHIP
APPEARED TO OFFER
EVEN MORE BENEFITS
many say pets give them a sense
of purpose. However, 18 per cent
also said having a pet or pets puts
a strain on their budget.
Two-thirds of all pet owners,
and 78 per cent of dog owners,
said their pet helps them be
physically active, according to
the findings from University of
Michigan in the US.
For those who reported that
their health was fair or poor, pet
ownership appeared to offer even
more benefits. More than 70 per

❒

More than half of those who owned pets said they did so specifically to
have a companion.

cent of these older adults said
their pet helps them cope with
physical or emotional symptoms,
and 46 per cent said their pets
help take their mind off of pain.
“We have long known that

pets are a common and naturally occurring source of support,” said Cathleen Connell,
a professor at University of
Michigan.“Although the benefits of pets are significant,

social connections and activities
with friends and family are also
key to quality of life across the
lifespan,” Connell said.
“Helping older adults find
low cost ways to support pet
ownership while not sacrificing
other important relationships
and priorities is an investment
in overall mental and physical
health,” she said. The poll results
indicates a need for physicians
and other health care providers
to ask older adults about the role
of pets in their lives.
More than half of those who
ownedpets said theydidso specifically to have a companion -- and
a slightly higher percentage said
their pets sleep in bed with them.
Sixty-five per cent of pet owners
said having a pet helps connect
them to other people, too.
“Relationships with pets tend

to be less complicated than those
with humans, and pets are often
a source of great enjoyment,”
said Mary Janevic, an assistant research scientist at the
University of Michigan.
PETS THROW A WRENCH
IN TRAVEL PLANS
“They also provide older
adults with a sense of being
needed and loved,” Janevic
said.
One in six said that they put
their pet’s needs ahead of their
own health needs -- a figure that
was closer to one in four among
those with health issues.
“Later life is often a time when
people have more freedom to
travel, and a long list of things
they want to do with their free
time, and sometimes having a pet
can get in the way,” said Janevic.
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WEATHER
Thu 11
Clear

Fri 12

Sat 13

Cloudy

Cloudy

Max

Max

Max

38°c

37°c

Min

Min

Min

38°c
22°c

Sunset
Thursday at
6:47pm
Sunrise
Friday at
6:00am

23°c

Humidity
Max: 74%
Min: 27%

23°c

Yesterday’s temp: Max 37°C

tricityalerts
POWER
CHANDIGARH: The
electricity supply
will remain suspended in parts
of Sectors 22-B, 32, Police
Lines,Sector 26 Mandi and
Grain market from 10am to
4pm; in parts of Old/New
Indra Colony and Subhash
Nagar. Maui, Mauli Complex,
Charan Singh Colony, Vikas
Nagar, Nirankari Bhawan
and Raipur Kalan from
10am to 5pm.

WATER
MOHALI: Due to
repair work at Kajauli
water works, there will be low
water pressure during the
evening hours (6pm to
8.30pm) on April 11 in
Phases 1 to 11, Sectors 70, 71,
Madanpura, Shahimajra and
Mataur villages.

shortstories
LUXURY CAR
STOLEN FROM
MOHALI MARKET
MOHALI : A Mercedes car (PB 30-S
0003) was reportedly stolen from
a parking lot in Phase 5, Mohali,
on Wednesday. Karanvir Brar, who
stays in Sector 70, told the police
that he had gone to Phase 5 to
meet his friend Aman. He parked
the vehicle near a juice stall and
when he returned after 30
minutes, his vehicle was missing.
"We have received the compliant
and are verifying the claims," said
Phase 1 SHO Sulekh Chand. HTC

Vigilance finds anomalies
in seized NCERT books
CHANDIGARH: The officials of
State Vigilance Bureau and
National Council of Education
Research and Training, Delhi, on
Wednesday, said they have found
the paper quality, size and the
colour used in the seized books to
be different from original. ››P4

debate of
the week
EVERY DROP
COUNTS

WHAT CAN
CITIZENS DO TO
SAVE WATER?
Fines have been imposed in
Mohali and GMADA areas to
prevent wastage of water
from May to June this year.
What innovative solutions can
citizens adopt to save water?
Send in your inputs in not
more than 150 words to
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by April 12.

ROAD TO AIRPORT UNLIT

DRIVERS BEWARE AS LAST 3 KILOMETRES TO AIRPORT ARE
>p3
WITHOUT STREET-LIGHTS

TRIBUNAL AWARDS RELIEF

A CLAIM PETITION FILED BY A ROAD MISHAP VICTIM’S
FATHER ELICITED A COMPENSATION OF ₹32 LAKH; THE
ACCIDENT TOOK PLACE IN MARCH 2018
>p3

MOHALI ISBT
INVESTORS
REIMBURSED

BHAJJI,
TAHIR LIKE
OLD WINE

DEVELOPER FAILS TO HAND
OVER POSSESSION OF
COMMERCIAL SPACE DIRECTED
TO PAY ₹50,000 AS
>p2
COMPENSATION

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS CAPTAIN MAHENDRA
SINGH DHONI FEELS THE TWO PLAYERS HAVE
>p6
MATURED WITH TIME

Min 21.6°C

Ill-gotten money gave high to this clerk duo’s lavish life
Shailee Dogra
n

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: They own palatial

houses, plots, luxury cars and
vacationed on foreign shores
even though they were clerks
with the Punjab Labour Welfare
Board, Phase 10, Mohali. The
secret behind the riches of these
two millionaire clerks — Hina
(28) and Harmaljit Kaur (52) —
came to the fore recently when
they were arrested for siphoning
off the government money running into crores of rupees.
Tech-savvy mastermind of

the scam, Hina, a contractual
employee, was looking after the
online transactions of the board.
Using netbanking she allegedly
transferred ₹2 crore from the
board’s account to her personal
account in the last five years.
She allegedly paid “share” to
her colleague senior assistant
Harmaljit, who is a permanent
employee of the department, and
the duo allegedly tampered with
the office records to keep the
fraud under wraps.
“Investigations so far have
revealed that Hina amassed
properties worth ₹1.5 crore while

MASTERMIND HINA
TRANSFERRED AT LEAST
₹2 CRORE FROM THE
LABOUR WELFARE
BOARD CORPUS FUND TO
HER OWN ACCOUNT
Hamaljit is worth about ₹1 crore.
So far, the total sum involved in
the scam is ₹2 crore and investigations are still on,” said HS
Bhullar, senior superintendent
of police, Mohali. Both the
accused have been sent to judi-

cial custody.
Police said mastermind Hina,
a resident of Kharar, was working with the department for the
last 5 years as accounts assistant
on contract basis and she owns
assets worth ₹1.5 crore. She did
her graduation (BCom) through
correspondence. She owns a
house in Madhav Enclave in
Kharar, another 8-marla plot
and three vehicles — a Maruti
Alto, a Fiat Polo and a Honda
WR-V.
As per the police, she has a
4-year-old son, and had
purchased five insurance

policies. She had ₹3 lakh in her
bank account and there were
three fixed deposits of ₹2.5 lakh
each in her husband Kulvir
Singh Virk’s name, who works
as a clerk with the ombudsman’s
office.
She was arrested by Mohali
police on March 30 on charges of
transferring crores of rupees to
her personal account from the
board’s account over the last five
years. She had spent around ₹10
lakh on her foreign holidays in
Dubai, Europe and Bali, police
said.
Harmaljit, who was arrested

on April 9, is a mother to three
children and has a 6- marla
house in Sector 71, Mohali. Her
two daughters stay in Toronto;
first went in 2015, while the other
in 2017. Her son is in Class 12.
Police said Hina even paid for
Harmaljit’s shopping expenses
through online transactions.
The accused used to siphon off
the money from the labour welfare corpus from which funds
are paid for the Shagun scheme,
stipend and ex-gratia to employees of various private industries.
The first illegal transaction has
been traced to April 2015.

F E E FA U X PA S

STAG SQUAD

BDS, MDS
students to
pay amount
to fill the gap
PU SYNDICATE MEETING The fee
paid by students was less than previous
year due to a misprint in the prospectus
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: With regard to the
controversy involving BDS and
MDS students over fee differential in the wake of printing error
in the handbook, the Panjab
University Syndicate decided
that the students of Dr Harvansh
Singh Judge Institute of Dental
Science and Hospital be asked
to pay the differential vis-a-vis
the fee deposited by them in
the last session and the current one.
The university had published
the wrong figure of fee in the
handbook in 2018, which was less
than the fee paid by the students
in their first year and was also
contrary to the Senate’s decision
on May 6, 2018, to increase the fee
by 5% for the already enrolled
students.
The Syndicate members
decided to not recover the fee
with hike but to ask the MDS students to pay at least what they did
in their first year of the course.
The MDS students who took

BDS STUDENTS HAVE
AGREED TO PAY ₹3,477
TO MATCH FEE PAID BY
THEM IN THE FIRST YEAR
admission in 2017 had paid
₹4,48,327 in fee. However, in their
second year, the figure in the
handbook was ₹4,29,085 and the
students paid this amount. The
actual amount should have been
₹4,69,955 (after 5% hike).
The same happened with BDS
2017 batch. The BDS students
paid ₹1,18,532 in the first year and
in the second year they paid
₹1,15,355 as per the figure mentioned in the handbook. The
actual fee to be paid by them was
₹1,23,175 and the differential
amount was ₹7,820.
The students of BDS were
counselled and they agreed to pay
₹3,477 to match the fee paid by
them in the first year.
The committee had recommended that the MDS 2nd year
students should also be counselled to pay the differential.

n

With rise in mercury, a herd of deer cooling off in the shadow at Chhatbir zoo on Wednesday. >See also Page 5
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T H R E AT T O D R U G I N S P E C T O R

Accused lawyer facilitated licences
to at least six medical shops: Police
Shub Karman Dhaliwal

Entrance test for migrating
engg students approved
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Panjab Univer-

sity Syndicate has given its
approval for carrying out the PU
Migration Entrance in Engineering Test (PUMEET) for candidates who have finished the first
year of the bachelors of engineering (BE) course from any other
institute, recognised by the PU.
The Joint Academic and
Administrative Committee
(JAAC) of the University Institute of Engineering and Technology (UIET), Dr SS Bhatnagar University Institute of Chemical
Engineering & Technology
(UICET) and PU Swami Sarvanand Giri Regional Centre
(PUSSGRC), Hoshiarpur, had
proposed the idea of the test.
The test will be conducted in
the last week of May 2019. The
candidates who have secured a
minimum aggregate 60% and
have appeared in the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) in
the previous session will be eligible to apply. The test will consist
of 100 multiple choice questions
(MCQs) to be attempted in 100
minutes. The result of the test will
be declared by mid-June 2019 and

The case was registered on the
complaint of Mohali assistant
welfare commissioner after
some contradictions came to the
fore in a bank statement.
A case was registered under
sections 409 (criminal breach of
trust by public servant), 465 (forgery), 467 (forgery of valuable
security, will), 468 (forgery for
purpose of cheating), 471 (using
as genuine a forged document)
and 120 (criminal conspiracy) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
besides the Information Technology Act at the Kharar (City)
police station.

able to do so through the test.

DEGREE ISSUE
OF SC/ST
STUDENTS
The syndicate said no degrees
of students from the categories of scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe (SC/ST),
studying under the post
matric scholarship, have been
withheld. The SC/ST students
have to pay half the examination fee which does not come
under the scholarship
scheme.
At least 18 affiliated colleges
have not submitted the
examination fee with the
university, the syndicate
discussed. Certificates of
students whose examination
fee has not been submitted
will not be released till the
colleges submit the same. The
controller of examinations
(CoE) will prepare a report on
defaulting colleges.

counselling for admission shall
be conducted in the first week of
July 2019.
The students who wish to
change their branch will also be

LATERAL ENTRY
FOR UIET, UICET
PU Lateral Entry in Engineering
Test (PULEET) will now also be
applicable for admission to UIET
and UICET, in addition to Chandigarh College of Engineering
and Technology (CCET), Chandigarh, and PUSSGRC, Hoshiarpur. The syndicate also approved
an entrance test for admission to
masters of social work (MSW) at
the Centre for Social Work.
The proposal forwarded by the
academic and administrative
committee mentions that all candidates will be required to score
at least 35% in the 90-minute
entrance test comprising 90
objective type questions. There
will be no negative marking and
medium of the test will be
English.
Candidates who qualify the
test will be called for a group discussion and interview. A weightage of 40% will be given to the
qualifying examination (bachelors degree in any discipline), 25%
to the PU Common Admission
Test (CET) – PG, 15% to group discussion and 20% to personal
interview.

n

shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Investigations into

the alleged threatening to a
UTdrug inspector by an advocate
have brought to fore that the
accused acted as a facilitator in
procuring drug licences to at least
six medical stores.Chandigarh
Police have now decided to write
to director health service (DHS),
seeking record of medical shop
licences issued in the last six
months.
Police sources said they have
got information that accused Brijender Nath Chaubey used to take
files to health depart authorities
concerned for getting the licence
issued.
Police on Wednesday recorded
the statement of the woman who
allegedly gave the authority letter to Brijender, for procuring the
licence from the health department. The woman, a resident of
Pinjore, in her statement to the
police reportedly alleged that she
paid ₹7,000 to Brijender to help
her in procuring the licence for a
wholesale shop which she was
planning to open.
The police said that the
accused advocate used to get
authority letter from people
willing to get the licence and
pursue the case with the drug
authorities.
Drug inspector Sarika Malik
on Tuesday asked the accused
advocate to produce the applicant
before her. However, the accused
reportedly told Malik that he will
accompany the applicant to her

FOUR WOMEN
FALL PREY TO
SNATCHERS IN
24 HOURS

KHARAR LAB TO HAVE ELECTRONIC ACCESS SYSTEM

HT Correspondent

Idrees Bukhtiyar

CHANDIGARH: As many as four

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Nearly two weeks

after a woman drug officer
was shot dead in her office,
the government has
approved Electronic Access
System (EAS) at the drug,
food and chemical-testing
laboratory in Kharar. Once
installed, the EAS will keep
electronic record of all the
visitors to the building.
The building houses the
office of food and drugs
administration (FDA), where
zonal drug authority Neha
Shoree was shot dead by one
Balwinder Singh on March
29. The accused had then
pulled the trigger on himself.
“We have got the approval
and things are under process.
The EAS may be installed
after the poll code is
over," said Pardeep Kumar
Mattu, joint commissioner,
FDA, Punjab.

office and when Malik objected to
his assertion, Brijender “threatened” her.
The police said the accused
advocate recently shifted his base
to Chandigarh from Uttar Pradesh. Multiple raids were conducted at Brijender and his
accomplice’s possible hideouts,
but couldn’t find them.

n

The building that houses the office of food and drugs
administration in Kharar.

The department has
already submitted a proposal
to the administrative secretary of FDA, demanding
police and private security,
metal detector at gates and
barbed wires around the
office.
Under the EAS, each visitor will be given an electronic

THE CASE
The UT police had booked two
men for threatening a woman
drug inspector at her office in the
administrative block of Government Multi Specialty Hospital,
Sector 16, on Tuesday.
This came after drug inspector
Sarika Malik lodged a complaint
with the senior superintendent of

HT PHOTO

card that he or she will need
to swipe at the door to enter
the building,” Mattu said,
adding they also planned to
check CCTV camera footage
every two days.
The department wants
drug inspectors as well as
others be provided police
security during raids.

police (SSP), stating there is a
“threat to her safety, security and
dignity” from Brijender.
Malik alleged that advocate
Brijender, who introduces
himself as a Delhi high court
advocate, acts as a middleman
and “misuses” the names of drug
controller officers to woo his
clients.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

women fell prey to snatchers in
different parts of the city in the
past 24 hours.
On Wednesday morning, two
boys on a gearless scooter sped
away after snatching a mobile
phone from a woman in
Sector 22.
The victim has been identified
as 23-year-old Kirandeep Kaur,
who was attacked when she
was walking on the cycle
track.
In a similar incident on Tuesday night, scooter-borne men
had snatched a purse of a woman
in the same locality.
The third case was reported
from Sector 48, where a 27-yearold woman was targeted by
snatchers, who came on a twowheeler and took away her
phone.
Likewise in Manimajra, a
woman lost her mobile phone to
a teenaged boy.
In all the cases, police have
registered first information
reports (FIR) under sections 379
(theft) and 356 (use of criminal
force to commit crime) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

ON WEDNESDAY, TWO
BOYS ON A SCOOTER
SNATCHED THE PHONE
OF A WOMAN IN SEC 22
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2 more investors of incomplete Mohali
ISBT get ₹50K compensation each

MYCITYMYVOICE
ROADS IN SECTOR 2 PROJECT PICTURE OF MC’S APATHY
Every year, we hope that the roads of Sector 2
will be repaired, but nothing happens. The bad
condition of roads dotted with potholes makes it
difficult for people to drive in the area. It seems
as if the mayor is fast asleep to notice the
problem. Whenever it rains, water gets accumulated and floods the roads. Though newspapers
voice the public concern, the administration
turns blind eye to the issue and takes no action.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS It has been 9 years since the project began and 7 years since its first deadline
HT Correspondent
n

Development Authority).
Due to rainfall on the intervening night of September 6 and 7,
2011, a portion of the Tower C of
the project collapsed, which further caused a set back to the construction process. There
remained a non-availability of
raw material and construction
material in the market due to governmental ban on sand mining in
Punjab in the year 2012, they said.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : For failing to hand
over possession of commercial
spaces, C&C Towers Limited,
builders of Inter State Bus Terminus (ISBT)-cum-commercial
complex in Mohali’s Phase 6 has
been directed to pay ₹50,000 as
compensation to two investors
each, in addition to refund on capital amount.
Disposing of two complaints,
the State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission, Punjab,
directed the developer to refund
₹15.2 lakh with 12% interest to one
Harpreet Singh of Fatehgarh
Sahib and ₹5.57 lakh with 12%
interest to Parsin Kaur and her
son Ranjit Singh, of Patiala. This
takes the tally of successfully disposed complaints in this regard to
eight.
The investors in their complaints said they had applied for
commercial space in the ISBTcum-commercial
complex,
Mohali, the tender for which
were floated in 2009 by C&C Towers Limited.
The investors said the project

n

Said to be Sukhbir Badal’s dream project, the work at ISBT Mohali is far from over.

was not developed till the end of
2013 nor were they paid interest
on the deposited amounts for the
period of delay in handing over
the possession of the allotted unit.
They then received a letter in
May 2015 saying the construction
of the project will restart by July
2015 and will be completed by

ADGP Prabodh
visits crime scene
murder
in mohali
justice for neha shoree
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : A day after Punjab chief

minister Captain Amarinder
Singh handed over the murder
probe of drugs authority officer
Neha Shoree to the director of
Bureau of Investigation, Prabodh Kumar on Wednesday
visited the crime scene.
Neha, the zonal licensing
authority, food and drugs
administration, Punjab, was
shot dead in her office at Kharar
on March 29 by Balwinder
Singh, 49, whose drugs licence
had been cancelled by her in
2009 following a raid on his
chemist shop in which illegally
kept intoxicants were found.
After firing a shot at Neha,
Balwinder shot himself too with

his .32-bore pistol. Neha was a
daughter of Captain Kailash K
Shoree, a 1971 war veteran, who
had retired from the army in
1980.
The entire record, including
calls details, statement of witnesses and footage, has been
handed over to the present probing agency.
Sources said the Bureau of
Investigation is digging deeper
into the possibility of professional rivalry and ascertaining
if drug mafia was involved in the
crime as suspected by Neha’s
family.
Previous probes have
revealed that Balwinder did a
recce of the building that was
constructed in 2016 and was
aware of small passages that led
to the premises.
It was also found that Balwinder was a frequent visitor to
Kharar and according to his
calls logs, he used to work with
several diagnostic centres on
commission basis.

Kidnapping of
11-yr-old: Aspiring
singer sent to
police remand

mid-2017, but to no effect.
CHANGE IN DESIGN,
RAINS LED TO DELAY:
DEVELOPER
C&C Towers Limited denied all
allegations of deficiency in services saying they had to stop the
construction in January 2010 to

HT FILE PHOTO

make necessary changes on multiple times until April 2011, when
the revised plan, designs were
finally approved and various
revised designs were prepared
for approval. Every time, they
said, some changes were to be
directed by the government and
GMADA (Greater Mohali Area

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and

Haryana High Court has
awarded one-month jail to a
Panchkula resident for violating court orders.
The contemnor, Navneet Singla, had failed to honour an
undertaking given before a trial
court and subsequently before
the high court.
“In the present case, it (contempt) is both, wilful and deliberate violation of the order. In
fact, he has misused the process
of law by getting the complaint
withdrawn on an undertaking
given by him, which he has
defied,” the court of justice Nirmajit Kaur observed while
awarding him Navneet onemonth imprisonment.
As per a lawyer, Arun Singla,
who is associated with the case,
Navneet and two of his family
members were to pay ₹15 lakh to

HAD FAILED TO HONOUR
AN UNDERTAKING
GIVEN BEFORE A
TRIAL COURT AND
SUBSEQUENTLY BEFORE
THE HIGH COURT
the petitioner, Rama Singla,
their relative, for a property
transaction in Baltana area of
Mohali.
When they failed to pay,
Rama Singla filed a criminal
complaint in a Dera Bassi court,
wherein Navneet Singla made a
statement in 2015 to clear the
payment and a compromise was
effected. In December, 2015,
when he did not comply with the
undertaking, the petitioner
approached the high court.
In the HC, during proceedings of this matter, the contemnor made assurance on several occasions and produced

THE PROJECT
The Busopolis—a bus terminal
with a commercial centre and
hotel, christened Baba Banda
Singh Bahadur ISBT, and considered to be one of the dream projects of former deputy chief minister Sukhbir Badal, is yet to be
completed. It has been more than
nine years since the work began
and seven years since its first
deadline.
A Delhi-based company, C&C
Constructions, was given the
project’s contract under publicprivate partnership (PPP). The
work was initiated in April 2009 to
be completed by 2011. Though the
ISBT was made operational in
2016, the project is far from over.

resolve this issue on priority and save residents from
unhygienic condition and diseases.
Col TBS Bedi (retd)
OFFICIAL TAKE
Mohali mayor Kulwant Singh said he will direct the
officers concerned to clean the nullah and hoped the
work will be executed soon.

POOR STATE OF MAINTENANCE
AT SECTOR-17 MULTILEVEL
PARKING

three post-dated cheques in
March 2018, but those were dishonoured by bank.
In October, 2018, the court
had to issue non-bailable warrants against Navneet as he did
not appear before it.
In January 2019, the contemnor promised to pay the
amount in four instalments, but
again failed to comply with the
undertaking and did not deposit
even a penny.
On March 27, the court
reserved its order on his conviction as contemnor failed to
make payments.
The court observed that contemnor had been misleading the
court and his actions showed
that he had no intention of complying with his undertaking.
Now, Navneet Singla has
been asked to surrender before
the chief judicial magistrate,
Mohali, within two weeks, who
would send him to judicial custody to undergo the sentence.

HT Correspondent
n

MOHALI: The city police on

n

Chief engineer
Manoj Bansal said
the municipal
corporation has
begun the repair work of roads. “The pending repair works of 2018 along with the
roads due for repair in 2019 will be completed at the earliest,” he added. He said he
would instruct the staff to do the patchwork wherever required.

N-CHOE OFFERS BREEDING
GROUND TO MOSQUITOES
N-choe passing through the residential area in Mohali’s Phase 9 has become a major breeding ground for
mosquitoes due to the presence of stagnant water.
The nullah, which smells extremely bad, is creating
unhygienic conditions for residents of the area. The
municipal corporation of Mohali has not taken any
effective and remedial measure to solve the problem.
It is, therefore, a humble request to the civic body to

The present state of cleanliness at the multilevel
parking in Sector 17 is pathetic. Unfortunately, the
upkeep and cleanliness of the parking lot is deplorable.
The problem has been prevailing ever since the civic
body started managing the lot, owing to issues with
the contractor. It is strange to know that the parking
lot, located nearly 500 metres away from the civic
body’s headquarters, has been neglected by its
officials. Not even a single dustbin is placed in the area
to prevent littering. The lackadaisical attitude of the
authorities managing the lot needs to be changed.
They should be more concerned about the maintenance of the all the facilities of the parking area.
Ashok Utreja, ex-senior professor and head of oral
health sciences centre, PGIMER, Chandigarh.
OFFICIAL TAKE
Additional commissioner Tilak Raj, head of the parking
wing, said he will ask the sanitation department to
look into the matter and make sure that the multilevel
parking is cleaned properly. He said the issue was
raised earlier as well and requested people to keep the
area cleaned.

LET’S SPEAK OUT AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE, TOGETHER
The Hindustan Times My City My Voice campaign offers residents of
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali a platform to highlight and share
cives issue concerning them. Whether it’s bad roads, non-functional
streetlights, ill-maintained parks or poor garbage disposal, HT will act
as the sounding board and will bring you the response of the
authorities concerned. Help us help you.
Send us your write-up/content and high-resolution photos to
myvoice@hindustantimes.com

6-month rigorous imprisonment
to woman in cheque-bounce case

SOAKED IN DEVOTION

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Wednesday sent the 25-year-old
aspiring singer, who had allegedly kidnapped an 11-year-old
Kurali boy, to two-day police
remand.
The boy was later found from
Ambala bus stand.
The accused, Sahil Verma, a
resident of Sonepat, Haryana,
was produced before a court that
sent him to two-day police custody, said station house officer Sandeep Kaur.
“We are investigating the case
to ascertain if the accused had
any connection with other people or it was a handiwork of a
gang of kidnappers,” she said.
Police said Sahil had lured the
child with an ice cream on Saturday and later demanded ₹2-lakh
ransom from his family. However, he developed cold feet and
left the kid in Ambala.
A graduate from government
college in Gohana, Sahil aspired
to be a singer and make a career
in Bollywood, for which he
wanted to move to Mumbai. To
raise money, he kidnapped the
boy, the police had said.
Police said they got the first
lead from the ransom call made
to the boy’s mother, who is a
teacher, on Sunday. The boy’s
father was a scrap dealer, who
had died in 2013.
A case under Section 363 (kidnapping) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered.

OFFICIAL TAKE

1-month jail to P’kula man
for violating court orders

HT Correspondent
n

Opinder Kaur
Sekhon, Sector 2A
resident.

Devotees pay their obeisance on the fifth day of navratras at the Mansa Devi temple in Panchkula
SANT ARORA/HT
on Wednesday.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A Ram Darbar resident has been awarded sixmonth rigorous punishment in a
cheque-bounce case.
The court of judicial magistrate first class (JMIC) also
directed the convict to pay double the amount mentioned on the
dishonoured cheque that goes
above ₹2 lakh.
A criminal complaint was
filed by Ramwati, a resident of
Phase 2, Ram Darbar, against
Kamru Nisa of the same locality,
who was booked under Section
138 of the Negotiable Instruments Act.

S E X U A L H A R A S S M E N T AT G O V T S C H O O L

CONVICT ALSO ASKED
TO PAY DOUBLE THE
AMOUNT MENTIONED
ON THE DISHONOURED
CHEQUE THAT IS ₹2.2 L
It was mentioned in the complaint that Kamru had sought
₹1.1 lakh from Ramwati in June,
2016, which she gave considering
the cordial relations between
them.
However, after repeated
request made over the period of
next five months, Kamru gave
her a ₹1.1-lakh cheque.
When the complainant presented the cheque in bank, it was

dishonoured due to insufficient
funds.
On November 11, 2017, a legal
notice was issued to Kamru, who
denied allegations and said she
was implicated.
She claimed that she had not
taken any loan from Ramwati,
who used to conduct a ‘committee’ of which Kamru was a member.
She alleged that the complainant had taken blank signed
cheques from her during a committee transaction and misused
them.
The order, meanwhile, stated
that the court was of the opinion
that no leniency can be shown to
the convict. The court observed

that punishment should be a
deterrent which should serve as
a lesson for others as well. In this
case, ends of justice would best
be served if convict is directed to
pay compensation to the tune of
double the amount of cheque to
complainant, it said.
It further directed Kamru to
pay the compensation to the tune
of ₹2.2 lakh, that is double the
amount mentioned on the
cheque, to the complainant
within two months starting from
Wednesday.
In default of payment of compensation within the above said
period, convict shall further
undergo rigorous imprisonment
for one month, the order read.

FEES-REFUND CASE

Edu department to take disciplinary State consumer panel dismisses
action against teacher, lab attendant UT coaching centre’s appeal
HT Correspondent
Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The UT education

department has decided to take
disciplinary action against the
teacher and the lab attendant,
who have been accused of sexual
harassment by three girl students of a government school.
The action comes after the
Panjab and Haryana High Court
quashed the FIR registered in the
case, which was reported in
March 2017.
Three Class-11 students had
accused teacher Bimal Kumar
and lab attendant Gurmail Singh
of harassment. Bimal has been
placed under suspension.
After the girls complained to
the school principal, a committee
was constituted, which recorded
the statements of victims as well
as accused and the findings were
handed over to senior officials of
the education department.
The girls had told the committee that Bimal and Gurmail used
to blackmail them for sexual
advances. One of the girls had
reportedly told the panel that
despite her good performance in

n

HC had quashed the FIR registered in the case, saying that both the
REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO
parties had amicably settled the matter.

other subjects, she was deliberately failed by the accused
teacher as a pressure tactic.
Another committee was later
formed by director school education Rubinderjit Singh Brar
wherein statements of victims
and accused were again recorded.
The police were also informed
and an FIR was registered.
The observations of the committee corroborated the reports
submitted by the school panel,

which stated that harassment
had taken place.
The case was later referred to
another independent committee
headed by Mandeep Brar, principal of the commerce college in
Sector 50.
However, the high court on
November 18, 2018, quashed the
FIR on the grounds that both the
parties had appeared before a
local magistrate and amicably
settled the matter after reaching

a compromise. The quashing of
FIR delayed the departmental
inquiry which was pending
against the accused.
Education secretary BL
Sharma said, “The proposal of the
directorate was revocation of the
suspension of one of the accused
and release of retirement benefits
of the other. After hearing the
statements of parents of these
girls, it was felt that it would be fit
and appropriate to initiate disciplinary action against the
accused,” he added.
“The department will examine
what action can be taken against
the accused. As Gurnail is retired
now, the maximum action
against him could be taken in
form of withdrawal of his retirement benefits. In the case of
Bimal Kumar, he can either be
forced to take compulsory retirement or be dismissed and terminated. It will be decided by the
competent authority,” said an
official privy to the case.
In the case of the teacher, the
competent authority is education
secretary while the lab attendant
would be dealt with by director
school education.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The state consumer

disputes redressal commission
on Wednesday dismissed the
appeal filed by a Chandigarhbased coaching centre, Allen
Career Institute, and upheld the
consumer forum’s order wherein
the institute was asked to refund
the fees of a student.
Allen Career Institute had filed
an appeal in the state consumer
disputes redressal commission
under Section 15 of the Consumer
Protection Act, against the order
dated November 1, 2018 passed by
district consumer disputes
redressal forum-I, Chandigarh.
In the order, the opposite party
was directed to refund ₹88,203
(after deducting GST and fees for
the period for which the course
was attended) to the complainant, Anil Kumar Sharma, a resident of Phase 6 in Mohali.
They were also directed to pay
₹15,000 as compensation to the
complainant for unfair trade
practice and harassment caused
and another sum of ₹10,000 as litigation expenses.
The complainant had stated

ALLEN CAREER
INSTITUTE HAD FILED
AN APPEAL IN THE STATE
CONSUMER DISPUTES
REDRESSAL PANEL
AGAINST THE DISTRICT
FORUM’S ORDER
that he got his daughter Deepanxi
Sharma admitted to the institute
in ‘Pre-Medical Enthusiast’
course of one year by paying an
amount of ₹1.2 lakh in April 2018.
The girl attended the classes
for 50 days, which included holidays, but did not find the faculty
up to the mark. She requested the
opposite party to refund her fee
after deducting non-refundable
service tax for the unattended
session of the course, but to no
avail. Hence, a complaint was
filed before in the district consumer forum.
However, no one appeared on
behalf of the opposite party and it
was proceeded ex-parte by the
Forum vide order dated
12.09.2018, wherein the Forum
partly allowed the complaint as
referred to above. Counsel for the

appellant later argued that the
Forum committed ‘grave error’
by holding that the services of the
opposite party were not found up
to the mark.
The counsel added that the
allegations were ‘self-made’ just
to harass the appellant/opposite
party.
The Forum had mentioned,
“Clearly, the complainant
attended the course only for 50
days. The appellant could have
deducted the fee proportionate to
the aforesaid period of 50 days but
it, without taking care of the
interest of a the complainant, did
not refund any penny to the complainant. Such practices by these
institutions cannot be allowed to
continue, that is first taking the
entire fee of the course and then
not refunding any penny on
account of exiting the course by
the student.”
Dismissing the appeal and
upholding the Forum’s order, the
commission stated, “We are of the
opinion that the order passed by
the Forum, being based on the
correct appreciation of evidence
and law, on the point, does not
suffer from any illegality or perversity.”
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Operations24x7,buttravelonlast
3kmtoairportwithoutstreet-lights

ELECTION2019

n

›

It is inexplicable that
streetlights have not
been installed, when all
departments were aware
that there will be
round-the-clock
operations from April 10.

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : In a reflection on the

lackadaisical and piecemeal
planning, even though the international airport is now operational 24*7, customers will have
to travel the last 3.5km to the
brilliantly-lit facility in pitch
dark.
The reason, the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA) has not
installed streetlights on the
stretch.
This has put passengers at the
risk of an accident, with stray
cattle also a grave threat.
In the new schedule, there is
departure of a flight at 8.15pm
and a Bangalore-ChandigarhHyderabad flight arrives
on April 30 at 11.35pm.
Airport CEO Suneel Dutt said,
“It is inexplicable that streetlights have not been installed,
when all departments were
aware that there will be round
the clock operation from April
10. The road gets pitch dark after

n

NOT SO SMOOTH The street-light poles are without bulbs and at
night, it will be quite an ordeal driving down this road to catch or
return from your flight.
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

late evening. A couple of flights
are now operational after 8pm.
Our first flight departs at 625am
and counters open at 425am. The
staff is at grave risk with no
streetlights on the approach
road.”
GMADA executive engineer
Ashok Kumar said, “There was

delay as no bidder participated
in the tender process. Work has
been allotted and streetlights
will be installed by April-end.”
The new schedule has 38
flights, but the only new city connected is Chennai and that flight
would be operational from
April 30.

›

ASHOK KUMAR, Xen, GMADA

AIRPORT AUTHORITIES
WRITE TO CTU FOR
LATE NIGHT SERVICE
“We have requested the Chandigarh Transport Authority (CTU)
to run a late night service to the
airport,” Dutt said, adding that
six CTU buses were plying to the
airport. The airport does not
charge any parking fee.
UT transport secretary AK
Singla said, “We have got the letter and my team is working on
the feasibility of plying buses
late night. We will ply only if the
traffic flow is high otherwise, we

do not want to run into losses for
the corporation.

‘YOUTH MUST
PARTICIPATE’

Junior Bansal
at work for
father in Sec 15

The Chandigarh BJP held a
meeting under their program
‘Chai Pe Charcha’ at Hallomajra on Wednesday. Here,
former Behlana village sarpanchjoined the BJP with his
supporters. City BJP chief
Sanjay Tandon welcomed all
new members of the party by
presenting them a ‘patka’.
Tandon added, “There has
been unprecedented acceleration in development works
during the past five years.”
Tandon also attended the
annual function ofGuru Gobind Singh Khalsa College,
Sector 26 as chief guest on
Wednesday.

Congress candidate from
Chandigarh Pawan Kumar
Bansal’s son Manish held a
‘padyatra’ (march) in the
Sector 15 market on
Wednesday. He went from
shop-to-shop, exchanging
greetings with shopkeepers,
traders and their staff. He
reminded people of good
work done by his father,
who, incidentally, held a
meeting at his residence on
the party’s manifesto. The
senior Bansal will unveil his
vision document after nomination, for which April 29 is
the last date; the city votes
on May 19.

COMPILED BY MUNIESHWER A SAGAR AND VIVEK GUPTA

Tribunal awards
₹32-lakh relief to
mishap victim’s kin
HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The Motor Accident

Claims Tribunal (MACT) on
Wednesday awarded a compensation of about ₹32 lakh to the
family of one Hemant Singh of
Mandi Gobindgarh, Fatehgarh
Sahib, who had died in an accident last year.
A businessman by profession, Hemant was 25 years old at
the time of his death.
The claim petition was moved
by his father Pritam Singh who
had claimed a compensation of
₹50 lakh.

As per the petition, the accident took place in March 2018,
when Hemant and his brotherin-law had gone to Manikaran in
Himachal.
On their way back, a rashly
driven car hit theirs near
Mandi, resulting in death of
Hemant.
The Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal awarded a compensation of ₹31.1 lakh to the family of
the deceased and directed
United India Insurance Company along with the owner and
driver of the rashly driven vehicle to pay the same to the kin of
the victim.

tricitytoday

Students are an ignored lot. Their concerns deserve
attention from our leaders
Skilled jobs: There is a dire need of such jobs. Talent
must get its due for the country to develop

I look up to the government for
special policies for the young

Innovation: New ideas must be encouraged to put the
country on the path to progress

Scholarship for general
category: The general category
must be given an opportunity for
good education
Health: Provide quality treatment
in govt
hospitals
Jobs:
Prevent
brain drain by
creating
jobs within
the country
itself

12-MINUTE FREE ENTRY
FOR NON-COMMERCIAL
VEHICLES
To enhance consumer friendliness, the airport authority had
increased the timings for free
entry to drop a passenger and
comeback from eight minutes to
12 minutes, last month. It means,
if a car comes back after dropping a passenger within 12 minutes, it will not be charged the
parking fee.

Caste divide: Everyone should be given common
facilities under one umbrella

‘HIGHLIGHT REAL ISSUES’
SIDDHARTH KALIA, 22, final year, BTech, electrical
student, at Punjab Engineering College
The last two years have felt like an election campaign
No political gimmicky: Defence operations have been
reduced to political gimmicks, which is sad.
Kashmir issue: Dialogue is necessary, as is a firm stand
Raise real issues: Leaders must be grounded

‘ENSURE BALANCED DEVELOPMENT’
KIRANPREET KAUR, 23, content
writer for CGC Landran
India has turned into a two-party system, and a third
choice is the need of the hour.

Communal harmony: All sections must grow together

Politicians must focus on development and growth. The deterioration in polity must be arrested at
the earliest.

‘QUALITY EDUCATION KEY’

Farm distress: Doubling farm
income by 2022 must not be
become another ‘jumla’

VARNIKA RATURI, 19, BA 1st year, SD College, Chandigarh
Politics in India may seem an unsuccessful execution of
democracy to many, however we have been responsible in choosing our representatives.
Women’s safety: Pass strict laws on rape
Clean rivers: Prohibit discharge of hazardous
industrial waste into our water bodies
Education: Just a few, efficient colleges and
schools with affordable fee are needed

‘CANDIDATE MATTERS’
JAPDEEP SINGH, 22, MA-I,
public administration, PU
I will look at the candidate and her/his potential.
Progressive ideas need a
chance.
n

Education: Research budget
must be increased manifold

Former Chandigarh mayor Gurcharan Dass Kala (centre) joined the Congress party in the presence of
party candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal and city Congress chief Pardeep Chhabra on Wednesday.

Inequality: Improve the
average living conditions and
eradicate poverty

KESHAV SINGH/HT

Key Dhawan aide from
Manimajra joins Congress
election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In a setback to the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate Harmohan Dhawan, his
close aide and three-time councillor from Manimajra Gurcharan Dass Kala joined the Congress on Thursday. Kala was
councillor for three terms in
1996, 2006 and 2011 and had held
the post of senior deputy mayor
in 2001. He also functioned as the
officiating mayor for two
months, after the then mayor
had resigned due to corruption
allegations.
Sources added that Dhawan,
who has not reacted to the devel-

opment, had been trying to persuade Kala to join him in the
AAP. When asked on why he did
not join the AAP, Kala added, “I
held long consultations with my
supporters for the past two-three
weeks, no one was ready to join
the AAP. Therefore, I finally
joined the Congress.” He refused
comment to a pointed query on
whether the AAP was not getting
mass support in these elections.
HAD PREVIOUSLY
BEEN BOTH WITH
THE CONGRESS, BJP
Kala fought his first MC elections in 1996 from the Rashtriya
Vikas Manch that Dhawan had
floated at the time.
He joined the Congress along
with Dhawan in 1999, but left it
after Dhawan’s exit.
Dhawan then helped him join
the BJP, which fielded him as its
candidate from Manimajra in
the 2006 councillor election,

where he registered a handsome
win. BJP denied him a ticket in
2011 civic body polls, but he won
as an Independent. Since then,
he had been associated with
Dhawan.
RALLY IN MANIMAJRA
ON APRIL 19
At his joining, Bansal said, “Kala
is a simple and popular leader
whose administrative acumen is
well known. His return will give
strength to the party in its electoral campaign.”
Bansal added that the Congress would hold a big public
meeting in Kala’s bastion of
Manimajra on April 19.
“Many other senior BJP leaders are also planning to move
over to the Congress,” he
claimed. City Congress chief
Pardeep Chhabra welcomed
Kala, while also appealing to the
gathering to approach five families each for a Congress win.

ART EXHIBITION

Corruption: End graft at an
institutional level

Man arrested
for raping minor
in Sarangpur
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Red andochre bricks

An exhibition MG@150 will be held with the installations by artist Kawal
Pal. Director, North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala, Saubhagyta Vardhan,
will inaugurate the function.
Where: Art Gallery, Alliance Francaise, Chandigarh
When: 5:30pm onwards

CULTURAL EVENT
The 257th monthly baithak programme is being organised by
Pracheen Kala Kendra.Singers Onkar Walia and Gurjant Singh Handa
of Chandigarh will also perform during the event.
When: 4pm onwards
Where: ML Koser Indoor Auditorium, Pracheen Kala Kendra Complex,
Sector 35-B, Chandigarh.

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector 56, Sector
Mohali
34 and Ram Darbar

Sector 56 Chandigarh
Sector 34

Phase 3B2
Phase 8

Sector 5
Ram Darbar
Panchkula

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

n

Jobs: India
must utilise
its vast pool
of talent to
realise its
potential

‘LOOK AT POLITICS
HOLISTICALLY’
VIPUL ATRAY, 20, 3rd year mechanical engg student,
UIET and joint secy, PU student council
I will look holistically at manifesto,
party and the candidate
Entrepreneurship: Start-ups should
be promoted
Agrarian crisis: Increase use of
technology in farming
Education: Public educational
institutes must be revived

MC to snap water
connection of eateries
polluting sewer lines
HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: Police have arrested
a 27-year-old man for raping a
14-year-old girl in Sarangpur village, located on the ChandigarhPunjab border, on Wednesday.
Police said the victim was
allegedly raped by Ram Jee, of
EWS Colony, while she was
alone at her house. She was
rushed to a hospital where a
medical examination was conducted on her.
A case under Section under
Section 6 (aggravated penetrative sexual assault) of the
POCSO Act and 376 (rape) of the
IPC has been registered.

HT Correspondent

are set, as if kept in the sun for
drying, below a series of photographs depicting the life of workers at brick kilns in villages of
Punjab.
This is accompanied by a
verse from poem Zindagi by
Jaswant Zafar, stating the struggle of making a brick come to life.
Black and white photographs
by Jaspal Kamana showcasing
the daily lives of workers in
rural areas of Punjab are being
exhibited at Punjab Lalit Kala
Akademi Gallery in Punjab Kala
Bhawan till April 15.
Monochrome pictures and
portraits are a metaphor to the
colourless life of workers,
painted in two colours of working and surviving, Jaspal says.
Growing-up in Kamana village
of Punjab, Jaspal was used
to seeing workers at different
places, which were both the spaces of work and home for
workers.
Farm workers threshing husk
and straw, wheat grains being
taken away and husk set in the
form of huts make another set of
photographs, followed by
women setting cow dung into
cakes (pathian) and teaching
kids the same, reflecting nuances of rural life and the routine of
the people in the hinterland.

No mobocracy: Minorities should
feel safe in
their own
country

COMPILED BY IDREES BUKHTIYAR, RAJANBIR SINGH, SRISHTI JASWAL AND ARSHDEEP ARSHI

Life of hinterland’s workers in monochrome
n

‘POLITICS IS
INSTRUMENT OF
SOCIAL CHANGE’
HARJIT SINGH, 21, BA final year,
SD College, Chandigarh

Employment: Jobs are must for our young population

APRIL 11, 2019

PANCHKULA: Sector 5

PANKAJ KOTHARI, 23, final year engineering, student at CGC Landran

Roads: How can we develop villages, when we can’t
even drive till there?

BJP’s ‘Chai
Pe Charcha’
at Hallomajra

MOHALI: Phase 3B2 and
Phase 8

‘GET RID OF CASTE DIVIDE’

SAJAL SHARMA, 20, 2nd year
physiotherapy student,
Chandigarh University

POLLBUZZ

n

YOUNGISTAN

TALENT MUST GET IT
ITS DUE

There was delay as no
bidder participated in
the tender process for the
streetlights. Work has
been allotted and
streetlights will be
installed by April-end.

SUNEEL DUTT, CEO, airport

03

Youngsters, today, are undoubtedly concerned about jobs and education. They are
also aware enough to understand the country’s complex problems like the Kashmir
issue and hope for a resolution to it. The concern for farmers and the need to stay
away from political gimmickey also shines through in ideas of these youngsters.

POOR PLANNING FROM GMADA With approach road pitch dark after evening, users of airport
need to drive carefully mindless of the poor visibility and stray cattle; likely to take sheen off new timings
Hillary Victor

tricity

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The municipal cor-

poration may soon snap water
and sewerage connection of
nearly 30 eateries for not taking
any remedial measureto stop the
discharge of greasy waste from
their premises into sewer lines
despite notices.
Under the rules, eateries can
discharge liquid effluent into
municipal sewer lines, but need
to install oil and grease trap on
premises.
This trap is a filter that prevents thick waste such as oil
and other greasy food leftovers
from directly entering sewerage
lines.
During inspection, 60 premises were found to be operational
without this system, thereby polluting MC sewer lines by discharging all kinds of waste.
According to the MC public
health department’s latest
report, half of the premises,
including some hotels in sectors
22, 17, 26 constructed these
grease chambers, but others did
not install these.
A senior official, dealing with
the matter, told HT that since
sufficient time had been given to
these violators, the civic body

›

MC sewer lines are
not meant to handle
food waste. It is critical for
those in the eatery or hotel
business to make sure that
kitchen waste does not go
directly into the sewers.
MC OFFICIAL

will soon snap their water and
sewer connections followed by a
letter to the estate office to
resume such properties.
“MC sewer lines are not
meant to handle thick waste,
which chokes sewer lines. It is
critical for those in the eatery or
hotel business to make sure that
kitchen waste does not go
directly into sewer lines,” he
added.
If food waste happens to choke
the sewer lines, the results can
be a health hazard and extreme
inconvenience for residents.
The MC has also undertakena
similar inspection of eateries in
sectors 35, 43, 34 and Manimajra
that have large concentration of
eateries. Action would follow
against those flouting norms,

Black and white photographs by Jaspal Kamana depicting the daily lives of workers in rural areas of
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Punjab are on exhibit at Punjab Kala Bhawan till April 15.

PLAYING WITH
IMAGINATION
Playing with his imagination,
Jaspal sees art in all of the processes. He says the carefully set
cow dung to give it a form is an
aesthetic in itself, the same way
setting of husk to make (kupi) is
an art. MGNREGA workers,
majorly women, near the Ghaggar River and workers setting
the paddy and to the process of
taking it out and burning the
stubble, this is one season to the
other for these workers, he says.

There are pesticide spray
tanks with pictures of workers
spraying the cotton fields, which
Jaspal says is a reflection of
harsh reality in villages where
workers are diagnosed with cancer quite often. He says, in a village near Bathinda, four cancer
deaths occurred in week.
From the setting of paddy to
the burning of stubble, it is the
life of the workers from season to
season. Trying to archive the
traditions and jobs, soon to be
replaced by machines com-

pletely,Jaspalhasphotographed
a tailor, cobbler, sieve making
and pottery.
“Pottery, profession of ghumiars, was earlier done on wheels
but now machines are replacing
them, younger generations will
not be taking it up as profession,
there are alternatives for clay
products, hence it was important
to record this ,” Jaspal says.
Jaspal is one of the six artists
selected by Punjab Lalit Kala
Akademi for displaying his
works at the gallery.
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Vigilance finds anomalies
in seized NCERT books
UNDER SCANNER Paper quality, size and colour used in seized books different from original
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The officials of State

Vigilance Bureau and National
Council of Education Research
and Training (NCERT), Delhi, on
Wednesday, said they have
found the paper quality, sizes
and the colour used in the seized
books to be different from original.
On April 9, two NCERT
experts from Delhi, along with
UT vigilance officials, raided
Happy Book Depot in Sector 22
and Ramesh Book Depot in Sector 23, and seized a cache of
NCERT books on different subjects.
“The total amount involved is
yet to be calculated. We have
taken 42 books in custody weighing around 34 kilos, 38 books are
from Happy Book Depot while
four are from the other store,”
said an official.
Secretary vigilance BL

›

Presently, we are
unaware about the
source of publication and
are trying to locate it.
However, preliminary
investigation has revealed
that the books were being
published in Uttar Pradesh
OFFICIAL PRIVY TO INVESTIGATION

Sharma said, “We had received a
tip-off and after taking necessary approvals, the raid was conducted.”
From NCERT Delhi, officials
Ashutosh Mishra and Vinod
Kumar were present while
Chandigarh vigilance department inspector Asha Sharma
was coordinating the drive.
“Paper quality and colours
used in the books were com-

pletely different from the books
originally published by the
NCERT. At present, we are unaware about the source of publication and are trying to locate it.
However, preliminary investigation has revealed that the books
were being published in Uttar
Pradesh,” said an official privy
to the matter.
The raids were carried out following secret information and a
complaint that was lodged with
the vigilance department saying
unauthorised and fake books
were being sold at two book
stores, said police.
“As per our information,
books being sold to customers
were published by unauthorised
sources. We have taken samples
and sent the pirated cache to
NCERT, Delhi, to ascertain the
extent of piracy,” said Niharika
Bhatt, superintendent of vigilance, Chandigarh.
Police said if found guilty, the
concerned people can be booked

for cheating and causing loss to
government exchequer. Majority of the stock has been sold and
raids are being conducted at
godowns, they said.
90% STOCK
ALREADY SOLD
As per information, almost 90 %
of the stock was already sold by
the time raids took place.
“The master soft copy of the
authorised text of the textbooks
is only with NCERT Delhi. We
suspect that the master copy was
leaked after which the fake
books were published,” an official pleading anonymity said.
“Both fake and real books
have the same curriculum which
makes it difficult to differentiate
between them,” said the official.
The vigilance department has
a few publishing houses — on the
lists of suspects — from where
these books might be published.
During the raid, all the books
of all the classes were checked.

PU SANSKRIT
PROFESSOR TO
GET SAHITYA
AKADEMI AWARD

Construction of new girls’
hostel at PU in full swing
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Panjab University’s
department of Sanskrit and
Dayanand Chair for Vedic Studies chairperson VK Alankar will
be honoured with the Sahitya
Akademi Award by the Chandigarh Sahitya Akademi (CSA) in
recognition of his Sanskrit
poetry.
In acknowledgment of his
remarkable literary work,
Alankar had been earlier
awarded the Mahakavi Banbhatt
Puraskar and Maharshi Vedavyas Award by the Haryana Sanskrit Academy.
The institutions based in
Delhi and Mumbai have
awarded him for his shastraic
writings in the past.
He has also presented his
three poetic texts namely Devaprashastikavyam, Apurvalokah
and Padmachandrodayam.
His two new works, namely
Valmikiprashastikavyam and
Bharatikavyam will be released
this year.

CHANDIGARH: The construction of
a new seven-storied girls’
hostel (Hostel No 11) in Sector 25
(south campus) of the Panjab
University(PU) which started
earlier this month is in
full swing.
Also, the construction work
of the building for Human
Resource Development Centre
(HRDC), University Grants
Commission (UGC) has commenced.
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), Union
ministry of human resource and
development (MHRD) had given
a grant of ₹5 crore to the university for the hostel building and ₹
7 crore for HRDC.
Executive engineer, RK Rai
said, “The hostel will have
seven storeys.The estimated
cost of the hostel is around
₹22 crore.”
“In the ₹5-crore grant, we can
build the ground and second
floor. The authorities will
have to see how and when the
remaining fund will be

Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :The Panjab Univer-

Students for Society, Panjab University, held a protest outside the administrative block on
Wednesday. They submitted a memorandum asking for regularisation of fee at girls’ Hostel No 10
and representation of the PUCSC president in the Senate, among other demands. KARUN SHARMA/HT

sity (PU) Syndicate in its meeting
on Wednesday approved
increase in open seats in some
courses. The UILS had proposed
to increase 20 seats in LLM
(morning) and(evening) courses
each.
Presently, there are 40 seats in
each course. However, the Syndicate decided to increase 10
seats in each course.
The members said LLM is a
course in which students have to
submit dissertations. They will
need supervisors and then PU
will have to find 60 examiners for

dissertations. Also, they said
that the quality needs to be
ensured in terms of the students’
dissertation work.
The institute already does
not have the required faculty
members.The proposed increase
of open seats in the department
of microbial technology, centre
for social work and centre for
police administration was also
approved in the meeting.
The Syndicate referred back
the proposals with regard to the
‘in-service’ and self-financed
categories.
DUI TO CONTINUE
FOR ANOTHER YEAR
The Syndicate approved exten-

sion of one year to the dean of
university instruction (DUI)
Shankarji Jha.
As per the regulation 1 of the
PU calendar, volume 1, 2007, the
term of appointment of the dean
of university instruction can be
renewed for one more year.
The first term of the dean of
university instruction is to end
on April 30. He will now continue
for one more term. Jha will
attain the age of superannuation
(60) on July 31, 2020.
Meanwhile, the Syndicate
approved to award B Sc (General) degree to a student of B Sc
(Hons) under the framework of
Honours School System (CBCS)
passing out in 2019.

COURSES, FEES AND INCREASE IN SEATS
The Syndicate approved 20 more seats in LLM and five in microbial technology

Punjabi varsity yet to form panel
to look into 13 inquiry reports
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

14 PROBES
WERE ORDERED

PATIALA: Even as the Punjab

accountant general (AG) team
has started auditing the purported scam in fire gear purchase worth ₹80 lakh; the Punjabi University, Patiala, is yet to
constitute a three-member subcommittee to fix responsibility
of officials and employees found
guilty in the other 13 inquiry
reports into allegations of corruption, nepotism, etc.
On March 15, during its special Syndicate body meeting, the
university had opened sealed
inquiry reports compiled by a
two-member probe panel — of
former IAS officer Jagjit Puri
and former IPS officer VK
Kapoor — related to the alleged
negligence in working by the
Punjabi University authorities
between 2007 to 2017.
The Syndicate body had
decided to constitute a threemember panel to further look
into the findings so that
responsibility can be fixed on
officials concerned.
The operative parts of the
reports were put up before the
Syndicate members in detail
and they had authorised vicechancellor (V-C) Prof BS Ghuman to appoint members
of the committee from within
the Syndicate body.
Registrar Manjit Singh Nijjar, who is ex officio secretary of
the body, said that the file
related to proceedings of the
meeting regarding the Syndi-

Following the resignation of
former vice-chancellor (V-C)
Dr Jaspal Singh in March 2017,
the then secretary higher
education Anurag Verma was
appointed as the officiating
V-C. Verma had received
complaints of alleged irregularities in the university’s
functioning from 2007 to 2017.
These included allegations of
nepotism, corruption, and
bungling of funds in the
examination branch, among
other issues.
On the basis of these complaints, Verma had ordered 14
internal inquiries in April,
2017. The sealed reports of
these were handed over to
incumbent V-C Prof BS
Ghuman in December, 2017.
The V-C had formed a twomember committee, comprising of former IAS officer Jagjit
Puri and former IPS officer VK
Kapoor, to further investigate
the internal inquiry reports.
The panel had submitted its
sealed findings to the
university in July, 2018.

cate decision to formulate the
subcommittee has been mooted
to the V-C office.
“The Syndicate has authorised the V-C to select members
of the panel,” the registrar said.
Meanwhile, Ghuman could
not be contacted for a comment

despite repeated attempts.
As many as 13 internal inquiries that were ordered
by the then secretary, higher
education, Anurag Verma.
Verma was appointed as the
officiating vice-chancellor following the resignation of former
V-C Jaspal Singh, in March 2017.
ACTION ON 13
REPORTS PENDING
The last Syndicate meeting’s
agenda included tabling of
reports on allegations of illegal
recruitment of 65 assistant professors between 2009 to 2016, a
flawed procedure in recruiting
assistant professors at constituent colleges, giving priority to
waiting list candidates in teaching and non-teaching departments, recruitment of outsourced employees, recruitment of teachers on fake SC/BC
certificates, purchase of paper
case and answer book case at
higher prices, giving undue
promotions, faulty purchase of
software distant education
department and examination
branch, incorrect pay fixation,
and giving service extensions to
retiree employees.
A senior official privy to
inside information, pleading
anonymity, said that the
inquiry reports submitted by
two-member probe panel came
as dejection. Instead of
suggesting stringent actions
and logical conclusion, the
reports mentioned advisories
for the university to avoid such
negligence in future.

DEPARTMENT

COURSE

Microbial Technology
UILS

EXISTING
SEATS
M Sc
20+2 NRI
LLM (morning) 40

UILS
Centre for Social Work
Police Administration

LLM (evening)
MSW
MA

40
30+4 NRI
30+4 NRI +
10 in-service

APPROVED SEATS INCREASE
(AFTER INCREASE) IN SEATS
25+2 NRI
5
50
10
50
33+4 NRI
33+6 NRI +
10 in-service

CHANDIGARH : : The Tagore literary
club of Institute of Educational
Technology and Vocational Education,
Panjab University (PU), organised a
literary event to commemorate the
centenary year of Jallianwala Bagh
massacre on Wednesday. The keynote
address was delivered by president of
Global Punjabi Sahitya Sabha, Bathinda, BS Rattan (IRS retd). Chairperson of department Kanwalpreet Kaur
introduced the speaker. Rattan
described the impact of this massacre
on Punjabi literature.

PU grants golden chance
to clear compartments
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University (PU)
has given a golden chance to students
of all professional courses/under
graduate/postgraduate courses who
could not clear their compartments
and have exhausted all chances. The
golden chance examination will be
held in June 2019. The examination fee

RK RAI , executive engineer

approved,” Rai said.
He said, “For Human
Resource Development Centre,
a floor is being constructed in
the Emerging Areas building in
Sector 25.”
As per the officials, the new
hostel was to accommodate students from both PU and its affiliated colleges in the city.
Rai said that the hostel rooms
completed with the help of the
RUSA’s grant will be divided
between students from PU and
other education institutes as per
the central government’s decision. “The university had sent
proposal for two new hostels
(girls and boys) to the ministry
of social justice worth nearly₹ 47
crore. Hopefully, we will get the
grant soon.”

INFRASTRUCTURE
The ground floor of Hostel No 11
will have seven rooms for residents, apart from offices.It has
been decided that for now, the
mess of Hostel No 10 will be
used. The common area might
also be divided into rooms for
the time being.
The building will have 27
rooms on each floor, except the
ground floor.
All the rooms will be twoseater and half of the rooms will
have common washrooms while
half will have individual washrooms attached.
MULTIPURPOSE
AUDITORIUM
The university has also received
quotations for the pending work
(second phase) of multipurpose
hall in Sector 25 campus. The
work on the same will start soon
after the model code of conduct
is lifted.
The total estimated cost of
this project was ₹72.67 crore,
against which ₹69 crore were
already allocated. The first
phase of the construction has
been completed.

for will be ₹5,000 for the UG students
per class (annual system examination)
per semester, and ₹10,000 for PG
students per semester examinations.
The last date for submitting the form
and fee is May 10. The SC/ST candidates will be granted 50% concession
for the fee. The candidates appearing
under the semester system will have
to fill examination form through the
website ugexam.puchd.ac.in and
pgexam.puchd.ac.in and under annual
system examinations, will have to fill
examination forms available on the
website as well as from university sale
counter.

Two-day annual fest ends
at Guru Gobind college
CHANDIGARH: The student council of
Sri Guru Gobind Singh College (co-ed),
Sector-26, organised a two-day fest
that concluded on Wednesday. Titled
‘Ru Ba Ru’, the fest was a good
initiative of the student council
members and the authorities to
provide a platform to the students
where they show cased their talent.
Various competitions, including
treasure hunt, open quiz, and rangoli-

TUITION FEE
(PER ANNUM)
67,790
90,415

10
3
3

90,415
41,020
34,295

PU teacher allowed
to contest LS elections
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Panjab University

Syndicate gave permission to a
teacher to contest in the upcoming Lok Sabha elections 2019.
Assistant professor in department of anthropology, Ramesh
Sahni,53, had asked for the permission to contest in the elections
from Bansgaon constituency in
Uttar Pradesh (UP).
Sahni will contest from the
Bahujan Mukti Party (BMP).
He joined the department of
anthropology, PU as a faculty
member in 2013. He has completed his PhD from University of
Guwahati, Assam on ‘Nutritional
and Health Status of Foragers of
Andaman Islands’. His area of
research is ‘Tribal study and
human growth and nutrition.’
Before joining PU, he has also
worked with the Anthropological
Survey of India (ASI) for 20 years.
On joining politics, Sahni said,
“Good people should also join politics to change the current sce-

n

Assistant professor
Ramesh Sahni

BEFORE JOINING PU,
HE HAS ALSO
WORKED WITH THE
ANTHROPOLOGICAL
SURVEY OF INDIA
nario. This will be my first time to
contest the elections. I am experimenting on fighting the elections
in less money for more good.”
Sahni chose to contest from
Bansgaon as he belongs to that
constituency. The syndicate
members discussed the request
and approved it.

Agri varsity inks pact
for licensing of solar MBA institute in DAV College
given three months to comply
dryer technology
A F F I L I AT I O N C O N D I T I O N S

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab Agricultural

University (PAU) signed an
agreement with Vishivkarma
Solar Energy Corporation, Phillaur, Jalandhar, for the licensing of evacuated tube collector
solar dryer technology.
Dr Navtej Singh Bains,
director of research, PAU, and
Vijay Dhiman from the energy
corporation, signed the memorandum of agreement on
behalf of their respective organisations.
The technology has been
jointly developed by Sukhmeet
Singh, Dr VS Hans, Dr
RS Gill and Dr Manpreet Singh,
experts from the department
of renewable energy engineering, PAU.
Dr Ashok Kumar, dean, College of Engineering and Technology, said drying in this solar
dryer results in better quality of
products and reduces the dry-

ing time by 72% in comparison
to the drying in the open sun.
This dryer has a payback period
of about 360 drying days, he
added.
Dr Sukhmeet Singh, senior
research engineer-cum-head,
department of mechanical engineering, PAU, said that the
evacuated tube collector solar
dryer technology is a medium
capacity solar dryer, capable of
drying up to 40kg of fresh product in about 2-5 sunny days.
“Its aperture area is 1.4 sq m and
is made of highly efficient evacuated tubes open at both the
ends. It has a fan powered with
solar photovoltaic panel. It
needs shadow-free area of 2m x
2.5m. Drying product is loaded
in six perforated stainless steel
trays each of size 66.5cm x 51cm
x 7cm high,” he said.
Dr VS Hans, head, department of renewable energy
engineering, said that approximate cost of the technology is
₹45,000.

campusconnect
LITERARY EVENT ON
JALLIANWALA BAGH
MASSACRE HELD

›

The hostel will
have seven storeys.
The estimated
cost of the hostel is
around ₹22 crore.

Syndicate nod to increase in open seats

FOR A CAUSE

n
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CHANDIGARH: The Panjab Univer-

sity (PU) Syndicate gave three
months to the MBA institute at
the DAV College, Sector 10, to fulfil the affiliation conditions and
decided not to grant temporary
affiliation till then. However, students of the institute will be able
to sit in the examinations.
A new institute under the
name, DAV Institute of Management, was started in 2017. PU had
granted it affiliation on the condition of fulfilment of certain
requirements.
In May 2018, an inspection
team visited the institute
for extension of affiliation for
2018-19 and found serious deficiencies. The team had granted
more time for them to comply
with the order.
After non-compliance, PU had
told them on July 17, 2018 to discontinue admissions till compliance. However, this was not done.
Another affiliation committee

SYNDICS CORNER
PU V-C AGAIN
PU Syndics cornered vicechancellor Raj Kumar once
again. This time, the issue was
alleged misuse of resources
by chief security officer (CSO)
Ashwani Koul. Syndics said
that the reports in the media
have pointed it out and the
issue has not been talked
about officially. They further
talked of security vehicles
being driven around wherever the V-C goes. According
to sources, the V-C said that
he will look into this.

on September 18, 2018 had
declined affiliation.
Then again, a committee in
November 2018 granted the permission for students to return
and appear in examinations.
The institute was further given
three months to remove the deficiencies.The university has told
the institute to put admissions on

hold. The Syndicate members
said that the institute will be
asked to comply and make the
appointments as per rules after
the code of conduct is lifted.
Till then, they cannot start any
admissions for the next session.
NO SPECIAL SENATE
MEETING ON REQUEST
The demand of 19 senators to convene a special meeting of the Senate over the re-employment of
principals after the age of 60 was
rejected and the Syndics said that
the issue can be discussed in a
regular meeting.
Special Senate meeting on
honorary degrees on April 21
The names recommended by a
panel for awarding LLD (honoris
causa) to Sudha N Murthy, trustee, Infosys Foundation, Bangalore and Vigyan Rattan to K
Sivan, chairman, ISRO, were
approved by the Syndicate.
The names have to be
approved by the Senate. A special
meeting of the Senate will be held
on April 21.

schoolnotes
making, were organised on the first
day of the fest. The second day
included a star-studded musical
evening. Various personalities from
the Punjabi entertainment industry
such as Ninja, Harman Gill and Naavan
Sidhu were invited to perform.

Prize distribution
function organised
CHANDIGARH : Post Graduate Government College, Sector-46, here organised the 37th annual prize distribution function on Wednesday. UT administration education secretary
Bansi Lal Sharma was the chief guest.
Joshi read out the annual report of
the session 2018-2019 and highlighted
various academic, cultural and sports
achievements of the college. She
informed the guests about the
accomplishments of students in the
university exams, zonal youth festival
and various inter-college sports
competitions. More than 350 students
of arts, commerce, and computer
applications were honoured for their
achievements. Ria Satpati of BCom
final year was given the student of
the year award.

Techfest concludes
at Mohali govt college
MOHALI : The two-day ‘Techfest2k19’
held at Government College, Mohali,
concluded here on Wednesday. The
Tech fest was inaugurated by IISER
director Prof Arvind. Students from 19
colleges took part. On the first day,
the keynote Speaker was Sonal
Chawla, head, department of computer science, PU, Chandigarh. The
prize distribution function was held
on Wednesday. Chief guest Prof
Dheeraj Sanghi, director, Punjab
Engineering College (PEC) Deemed
University, Chandigarh, gave away
the prizes to the winners.

Annual function at
Aryans Group of Colleges
MOHALI: The two-day annual
function ‘Roshaan’ of Aryans Group of
Colleges, Rajpura, near Chandigarh,
concluded at Aryans Campus on
Wednesday. The function commenced
with the lamp lighting ceremony by
Aryans Group founders–Roshan Lal
Kataria and Rajni Kataria. Aryans
Group chairman Anshu Kataria

presided over the function. Social
welfare Minister S Sadhu Singh
Dharamsot graced the occasion.
Renowned Punjabi Singer Ninja
enthralled the audience with his hit
numbers, including Ajj Vi Chaunni Aah,
Teri Aadat, Hawa De Warke, Tutda Hi
Jaave, and Jinne Saah. Besides,
Kashmiri artist Ishfaq Kawa along
with his band ‘Rooh’ performed
Kashmiri song ‘Balyare.’

Adesh College students bag
prizes in technical event
MOHALI: The students of B Tech (civil
engineering) bagged the first and
second prizes in the Techno Pedagogical event held during the ‘Tech Invent
2019’ at Chandigarh University,
Gharuan, on April 5 and 6. They were
awarded cash prizes, certificates, and
mementos. The team comprising
Javed Alam, Madhukant Prasad Sah,
Nasarul Kawari, Sabib Nadaf, and
Samsul Kawari won the first prize for
their project titled ‘Use of waste
plastic bottles as a paving block.” The
second prize was bagged by the team
that developed a project titled ‘Power
generation on highway.’

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL

Welcome party
organised for kids
CHANDIGARH: St Joseph’s Senior
Secondary School, Sector 44-D,
organised a welcome party for the
kindergarten students to mark the
beginning of the new academic
students on Wednesday. The
campus was decorated with beautiful props. Children presented dances
and songs. Teachers distributed gifts
among the students.

SAINT SOLDIER INTERNATIONAL

Orientation programme
held for parents
CHANDIGARH : Saint Soldier International School, Sector 28-B, organised
an orientation programme for the
parents of the pre-nursery students.
The programme commenced with a
warm welcome extended by the
pre-primary coordinator Anu Grover.
Class teacher of pre-nursery apprised the parents of the activities
to be undertaken during the session,
through a PowerPoint presentation.

Deepa Puri from Simply Health Plus
spoke on health and nutrition. Dr
Vikram Bedi from Bedi Hospital,
Sector 33-A, Chandigarh, shared tips
on effectively dealing with physical,
mental and emotional problems of
children. Counsellor Amanbir Kaur
shared tips on effective parenting.
DC MODEL SCHOOL

Cultural show
organised
PANCHKULA: DC Model Senior
Secondary School, Sector 7, in
association with the Lion’s Club,
Panchkula, organised a cultural show
‘Showcase 2019-20’ on Wednesday.
Underprivileged children presented
folk songs and dances during the
show. The chief guests of the
programme, Lions Club district
governor and president Ravi Mehra
and Dr KC Jain along with other
eminent members of the club
inaugurated the programme. The
programme began with the welcome address. The chief guests
motivated the students and provided them with notebooks and

other stationery items. Director BB
Gupta announced that the school
had taken an initiative and founded
a society called Society For Underprivileged For The Purpose of Right
(SUPPORT). The director said the
objective of the society was to
financially support the meritorious
underprivileged children became
self-reliant.
AKSIPS-45

Workshop highlights
healthy habits
CHANDIGARH: AKSIPS-45 conducted
a workshop on menstrual hygiene
senior girl students on Wednesday.
The students were apprised of the
importance of health and hygiene
during menstruation. After an
informative and interactive session,
they were apprised of the growing
changes at the stage of puberty and
adolescence through a PowerPoint
presentation. Resource person Esha
Malhotra responded to the queries
of the students. Director-Principal
thanked the resource person and
lauded the efforts of the students.
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FUR AND FEATHER COOL OFF AT CHHATBIR ZOO

n

Even as it’s still April, the
animals at Chhatbir zoo
have started feeling the
heat, it looks. From Bengal
tiger to elephants to
leopard, the four-legged
are trying everything at
their disposal to stay cool.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

Repair wires to prevent fire incidents, Hit-and-run: Two brothers
crop damage: PSPCL to employees
on bike killed in Khanna

₹15L unaccounted
cash seized from
businessman’s car

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA:Division 8 police caught

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Punjab State Power

Corporation
Limited
(PSPCL) has issued orders to all
chief engineers and field officers
of distribution zones across
Punjab to take appropriate
action and prevent fire incidents during the wheat harvesting season.
PSPCL chief managing
director (CMD) Baldev Singh
Sran said that the orders have
been issued as an attempt to
save wheat crops from fire incidents due to electrical sparks.
Director (distribution) NK
Sharma is holding meetings
with the field officers on day-to-

THE PSPCL HAS
APPEALED TO FARMERS
AND CITIZENS TO
“INFORM THE STAFF
IMMEDIATELY IN CASE
ANY ELECTRIC LINE
IS SPARKING OR LIKELY
TO SPARK”
day basis. Even the CMD had
addressed meetings of all chief
engineers operations zones in
this regard.
The PSPCL has appealed to
farmers and citizens to “inform
the staff of PSPCL, junior engineer (JE) or subdivisional offi-

cer (SDO) immediately over the
phone, in case any electric line
is sparking or likely to spark”.
“Wherever electrical wires
are loose or low, consumers
should register complaint on
PSPCL’s 24-hour control room
telephones (for electricity
related complaints). All field
officers have been instructed
to ensure proper maintenance
of electric wires and switchboards,” a PSPCL official said.
“Lose wires passing through
agricultural fields should be
tightened. If the distance
between electric poles are more,
it should be set right by placing
another intermediate pole,”
PSPCL has instructed its staff.
More such instructions have

been issued to ensure that no
fire mishap takes place.
Apart from this, officials
have been asked to repair loose
jumpers of all transformers/
poles.
The PSPCL has informed the
farmers that due to high temperature during the 15 days of crop
harvesting, there is an increase
in the possibility of fire mishaps, thus power supply to agricultural pump set feeders will
be provided at night as per
requirement, instead of daytime. The PSPCL has requested
farmers across state to cooperate with the corporation and
take care of their power infrastructure while the harvesting
using combines.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Two brothers were

killed after a speeding car hit
their motorcycle and drove off
near Isru village in Khanna on
Tuesday.
The deceased were identified
as Pamma, 23, and Balvir
Singh, 25, of Kamma village,
Khanna.
While Pamma worked as a
hairdresser, Balvir was a construction labourer.
Their uncle Amar Singh told
the police that the brothers were
on their way home on the
motorcycle from a fair at

THE DUO WAS ON
THEIR WAY TO HOME ON
THEIR BIKE WHEN A
SPEEDING FORD
ECOSPORT CAR COMING
FROM KHANNA HIT THEIR
BIKE, KILLING ONE OF
THEM ON THE SPOT
Sheetla Mata Mandir at Jarg village, Payal.
Police said as they reached
near Isru village local bus stop,
a speeding Ford EcoSport car
coming from Khanna hit their
motorcycle, killing Pamma on

the spot.
Balvir was rushed to Khanna
civil hospital from where he was
referred to Rajindra Hospital,
Patiala.
But, he died there during
treatment.
Karamjit Singh, in-charge,
Isru police post, said the car
driver fled the scene after the
accident.
The unidentified car driver
has been booked under
Sections 279 (rash driving or riding on a public way) and 304A
(causing death by negligence) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) on
the complaint of the victims’
uncle.

a businessman transporting ₹15
lakh unaccounted cash in his car
on Club Road on Tuesday.
The businessman was identified as Vishal Kumar, who was
driving a Maruti Suzuki Baleno.
Police said they had set up a
checkpoint near Durga Mata
Mandir on Club Road.
There, cops spotted Kumar
stopping on noticing the checkpost, and parking his car along
the road.
He stepped out of the car and
went to a flowers’ stall. Suspecting his behaviour, police checked
his car and recovered ₹15 lakh
from it. Kumar failed to produce
any documents for the cash. HTC

SWIFT STRIDES

‘Depressed’ man bludgeons LIT SE involved
his father to death in Patiala in row over Ashu

audio clip shifted

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A 30-year-man has alleg-

edly killed his 62-year-old father
at Ratan Nagar in Patiala on
Tuesday night.
The deceased has been identified as Balkar Singh, who was a
retired junior engineer of the
Punjab State Power Corporation
limited (PSPCL). Police said that
accused, Prabhjot Singh, is
unemployed and unmarried.
Police have arrested Prabhjot
and registered a case against him
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) of the IPC at the Tripuri police station on Wednesday.
Station house officer (SHO)
Harjinder Singh Dhillon said that
the incident is of around 9pm.
The complainant and
deceased’s wife, Amarjeet Kaur,
told police that her son is
depressed and has a history of
going violent while having any
discussion with his parents.
“On Tuesday, the father-son
duo was sitting in a room at their
house. Suddenly, the complainant heard cries of her husband
and rushed to the room. She
found her son repeatedly attacking her husband on the head
using a hammer. The violent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Superintending engi-

n

A police team at the crime scene at Rattan Nagar in Patiala on
Tuesday night.
HT PHOTO

attack left her husband dead. She
notified police about the murder,” the SHO said.
Police have started investigation and are trying to find
out what ensued argument.
“Prima facie, the accused seems
to have some psychological issue.
We were informed that the
accused is under severe depression,” the SHO added.

THE COMPLAINANT
TOLD POLICE THAT HER
SON IS DEPRESSED AND
HAS A HISTORY OF GOING
VIOLENT WHILE HAVING
ANY DISCUSSION
WITH HIS PARENTS

neer (SE) of the Ludhiana
Improvement Trust (LIT) Rakesh
Garg, who was involved in a controversy over an audio clip,
showing cabinet minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu threatening and
intimidating him, has been transferred to the Amritsar Improvement Trust.
The local bodies department
ordered his transfer on April 8.
The audio clip, which had gone
viral in February, showed Ashu
intimidating Garg and even asking him to move against the
orders of the high court.
Mayor Balkar Sandhu had
come in support of Ashu questioning the authenticity of the
audio. A city-based NGO, Mahasabha Ludhiana, had also filed a
contempt petition in the Punjab
and Haryana high court against
Ashu, mayor Balkar Sandhu,
Garg and four others. The court
has issued a notice to Ashu. The
NGO members had also alleged

that in that audio, Ashu was pressuring the official to encourage
encroachments in BRS Nagar.
Four superintending engineers, deputed to the municipal
corporation (MC), including
Dharam Singh, Praveen Singla,
Teerath Bansal and Rahul
Gagneja, had also been transferred earlier. Gagneja was also
working under the Smart City
mission.
'PLEA TO POLL
OFFICIALS FROM
HOME TOWNS'
A city-based RTI activist has
written to the Election Commission of India demanding the
transfer of the officials who have
been posted in their home town
and have been deputed for over
three years in the municipal corporation. The activist has stated
that the officials have been
deployed on election duty in their
home towns and can influence
voters. The activist has sought
directions from the local bodies
department to shift the officials
from their home town.

Triple jumper Renu qualifies for
world university games at Italy
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Renu, 20, a student
of Khalsa College for
Women, Civil Lines, has
qualified for the 30th Summer Universiade World
University Games to be held
in Napoli, Italy, from July 3
to 14.
Holding a junior national
record of 13.45 metres, Renu,
now a senior, leaped 13.15m
in the triple jump event during the final selection trials
held in Orissa from April 2 to
5. The qualifying mark for
the games was 12.80m.
Renu’s coach SS Pannu
said the selection committee
considered performances of
players in the All India InterUniversity Athletics Championship held at Bangalore
in November; the National
Senior Athletics Championship-Federation Cup held in
Patiala in March, and the
Federation Cup held in
Orissa in September 2018.
“In all these championships, Renu had jumped over
the qualifying mark. She had
already qualified for the
world university games. At

n

Twenty-year-old Renu
leaped 13.15m in the final
selection trials held in Orissa
from April 2 to 5.
HT PHOTO

the final selection trials, she
jumped remarkably to show
her fitness and again cleared
the qualifying mark,” he
said.
Last month, during the
National Senior Athletics
Championship-Federation
Cup, Renu bagged a gold in
triple jump by leaping 13.48
metres. Earlier, at the All
India Inter-University Athletics Championship, she
clinched a gold by jumping
13.09 metres, and at the Federation Cup held in Orissa in
September, she won a gold
after clearing 13.13 metres.
Hailing from Mandhana
village in Haryana, Renu

also holds a junior national
record in long jump after she
jumped 6.22m at the Junior
National Athletics Championship in Ranchi last year.
“I hold two national
records in the junior category. Now, my target is to set
a new record in the senior
category. At present, the
national record in triple
jump is 14.10m, set by Mayookha Johny of Kerala. I am
also aiming for the Olympics
as the qualifiers begin in
July this year,” she said.
Back home, her father is a
daily wage labourer, raising
three children on a meagre
wage. Her mother died in
March 2017.
“Sports have given me
new hope. I got a job in the
railways on the basis of my
performance in sports,
which will help me improve
the financial condition of my
family. Due to practice, I get
to go home once in six
months. Whenever I need
motivation or support, I
depend on my coach and college friends. I am thankful to
my college teachers, who
have continuously supported me,” she said.
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SANTOSH TROPHY

Meghalaya outclass Odisha
3-2; Services shock Delhi 2-1
EASY OUTINGS Raikut Shisha scored the winning goal for Meghalaya in the 73rd minute of play
HT Correspondent
n

n

Players in action during a football match between Delhi (in black) and the Service team during the Hero Santosh Trophy football league in
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Wednesday.

ANUBHAV
CENTURY HELPS
IVCA WIN TITLE
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Indus Valley

Cricket Academy, Derabassi,
beat Green Valley Cricket Academy, Kharar, by huge margin of
101 runs to win the title in the
First Late Amar Singh Dhanday
Memorial Inter-Academy boys
under-15 league cricket tournament at IVCA Cricket ground in
Derabassi on Wednesday.
Yashvardhan of IVCA was
adjudged best batsman, Naman
of Green Valley Cricket Academy, Derabassi, was adjudged
best bowler, Paras of IVCA
Cricket Academy, Derabassi,
was adjudged best all-rounder,
Anubhav Kaushik of IVCA
Cricket Academy, Derabassi
was adjudged best player and
man of the series.
In the final match, IVCA
scored 315 for the loss of three
wickets in 40 overs. Anubhav
Kaushik made 117, while Yashvardhan scored 87 runs. Paras
(47) and Abhinav (45) were the
other run-getters for winner.
Rishid (1 for 25), Karan (1 for 36)
were the wicket-takers for
Green Valley academy. Chasing, Green Valley Cricket Academy could only score 214 for the
loss of eight wickets in 40 overs.

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI : Harbhajan Singh and

Imran Tahir have proved that
age is just a number, feels Chennai Super Kings captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni, equating the
spinners with fine wine for the
way they have matured.
The inspirational CSK skipper, himself 37, was effusive in
his praise for the duo after
CSK’s seven-wicket win over
Kolkata Knight Riders here on
Tuesday.
The 38-year-old Harbhajan
(2/15) and the 40-year-old Tahir
(2/21) were the key performers
for the home team.
“Age is on their side (Harbhajan and Tahir). They are like old
wine and they are maturing,”
Dhoni said after the win over
KKR, their fifth out of six
matches so far this season.
“Bhajji (Harbhajan) has done
well in whatever games he has
played. I have fallen back on
Imran (Tahir) whenever needed
and he has come up with very
good performances.
“Overall, the bowling unit
looks good. But once we play on
better and flatter wickets with
smaller boundaries, we will
have to see what is the best combination to play with,” he added.
Dhoni picked Tahir for special
praise, saying the South African
is someone on whom he can
depend no matter what the situation.
“I have fallen back on Tahir
and he has done the job.
He has confidence in me. He
has got a very good flipper,” he
said.
“He (Tahir) is someone who if
you tell that this is the right
pace to bowl on, he does it most
of the times. He is someone who
deceives the batsman quite a
few times.
“Not only a good leggie and
googly, he has got a very good
flipper. Overall he is a good
package,” Dhoni added.

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Carrying forward

his fine form, Jitin Kumar
Chetry recorded twin victories
to enter the respective twin
semifinals during the All India
Tennis Association Championship Series Tennis Tournament
for U-18 boys and girls at the
Chandigarh Lawn Tennis Association Stadium, Sector 10, on
Wednesday.
Playing in the boys singles
U-18 quarterfinal tie, Jitin staged
an upset beating fifth seed Karan
Shandilya in straight sets 6-3, 6-3
to enter the semifinals. Showing
off his mettle, Jitin played
aggressive ground strokes consistently and made successful
returns to record the easy win.
Thereafter, Jitin gelled well with
Sukhpreet Singh Jhoje to beat
Bhupender Dahiya and Manveer
Singh 6-1, 6-3 in the boys U-18
doubles quarterfinal contest.
Jitin booked berths in both boys
U-18 singles and boys U-18 doubles semifinals to be played on
Thursday.
In the boys U-18 singles quarterfinal matches, top seed and
CLTA trainee Bhupender
Dahiya outclassed Gaurav
Kumar 6-1, 6-2 and third seed
Manveer Singh outplayed Asav
Kumar 6-4, 6-2 in easy outings. In
another match, sixth seed Aryan
Thakur prevailed over Sukh-

RESULTS
(Quarterfinals): Boys’ singles
under-18: Bhupender Dahiya [1]
bt. Gaurav Kumar 6-1, 6-2, Aryan
Thakur [6] bt. Sukhpreet Singh
Jhoje [4] 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, Manveer
Singh [3] bt. Asav Kumar (Q) 6-4,
6-2, Jitin Kumar Chetry bt. Karan
Sandilya [5] 6-3, 6-3;
Girls’ under-18: Jaskirat Kaur [7]
bt. Sukhmani Sahota [1] 7-6(2),
6-0, Sweta Samanta bt. Chahana
Budhbhatti [3] (Q) 6-1, 7-6(3),
Simran Pritam [4] bt. Aditi Singh
[5] 6-2, 6-3, Hitkamya Singh

preet Singh Jhoje 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 in a
keenly three-set contest to surge
ahead in the tournament.
In the boys U-18 doubles quarterfinal match, Arunava Majumdar and Torus Rawat overpowered Aarav Singh Gill and Yuvraj Pandit 7-5, 2-6, 10-6 in a threesetter. Arunava Majumdar and
Torus Rawat won the first set 7-5
to take the 1-0 lead. Aarav Singh
Gill and Yuvraj Pandit staged a
comeback and took the second
set 6-2 to level the score 1-1. In the
deciding set, Arunava Majumdar and Torus Rawat emerged
winners. They took the set 10-6 to
win the match.
In the girls U-18 singles quarterfinals, Jaskirat Kaur upset
top seed Sukhmani Sahota in

Narwal bt. Radhika Vasudeva [6]
2-6, 7-6(4), 6-3;
Boys’ doubles under-18: Jitin
Kumar Chetry and Sukhpreet
Singh Jhoje [3] bt. Bhupender
Dahiya and Manveer Singh [1] 6-1,
6-3, Arunava Majumdar and Torus
Rawat [2] bt. Aarav Singh Gill and
Yuvraj Pandit 7-5, 2-6, 10-6;

straight sets to enter the semifinals. Jaskirat won the first set
7-6(2) in a tie-breaker. Jaskirat
maintained her rhythm and kept
attacking with her aggressive
forehand, Jaskirat won the second set without much resistance
6-0. Fourth seed Simran Pritam
won from Aditi Singh in straight
sets 6-2, 6-3 to advance further in
the tournament. In other
matches, Sweta Samanta and
Hitakamya Singh Narwal won
their respective matches to enter
the semifinals.
The boys and girls under-18
singles semifinals and doubles
finals will be played at the CLTA
Stadium, Sector 10, Chandigarh,
at 10:00 am onwards on
Thursday.

HT Correspondent

n

Harbhajan Singh, who used to play for Mumbai Indians previously,
has been a consistent performer for Chennai Super Kings in the
IPL-11. He has won man of the match awards on two occasions. PTI

dhonisays

›

Age is on their side
(Harbhajan and
Tahir). They are like old
wine and they are
maturing with each
passing day

›

Bhajji (Harbhajan)
has done well in
whatever games he has
played. I have fallen
back on Imran (Tahir)
whenever needed

Aishwarya upsets
2nd seed Sachika,
advances to quarters’
Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI : Aishwarya Khubchan-

Girls’ singles under-18: Riya
Kaushik and Radhika Vasudeva [1]
bt. Amarjot Kaur Bundhel and
Sweta Samanta 6-1, 6-4, Chahana
Budhbhatti and Hitkamya Narwal
[3] bt. Simran Pritam and Pawandeep Kaur [2] 6-2, 6-3.

Punjabi varsity, MDU enter semifinals

n

Jaskirat Kaur goes for a backhand during a match in the AITA
Championship Series Tennis Tournament for U-18 boys and girls at
HT PHOTO
the CLTA Stadium, Sector 10, on Wednesday.

UT Dodgeball
trials today

dani fought hard to secure an
upset victory over second seed
Sachika Balvani 11-13, 11-4, 11-7,
11-7 and advance to the quarterfinals of the Otters Club Vedanta
Squash Open in Mumbai
Wednesday.
The Otters Club Vedanta
Squash Open is a PSA satellite
event and a three-star tournament on the Indian Junior
squash circuit.
Aishwarya was leading the 1st
game at 7-5, but allowed Sachika
to make a comeback.
The game went into an 11-11
tiebreaker after which Sachika
used her experience to score
back to back winners to take the
first game 13-11.
Aishwarya shrugged off her
first game loss and dominated
the rest of games making very
few mistakes to win the tie
11-13,11-4, 11-7, 11-7 and advance
to the quarters of the
tournament .
In another match 3rd seed
Sanya Vats breezed past
unseeded Ankita Patil securing
an 11-0, 11-0, 11-1 victory.

RESULTS
Women Round of 16:
Aishwarya Khubchandani bt
Sachika Balvani [2] 11-13, 11-4,
11-7, 11-7; Radhika Rathore
[5/8] bt Priya Gupta 11-5 11-3
12-10; Sanya Vats [3/4] bt
Ankita Patil1 1-0 11-0 11-1;
Boys U-19 Round 3: Veer
Chotrani [1] bt Ajay Singh
Bhadoria [9/16] 11-4, 11-3,
11-5; Tushar Shahani [2] bt
Niraj Kabra 11-1, 11-1, 11-1;
Advait Adik [9/16] bt Vivaan
Jaikishan [5/8] 11-4 11-5 11-3;
Arnaav Sareen bt Tarun
Gusain [9/16]11-3 11-2 11-5
;Neel Joshi bt Shlok Makhija
[9/16] 11-3 11-4 11-2;
Men’s Round 3: Tushar
Shahani bt Vicky Gagat
[17/32] 11-3 11-7 11-8; Ravi
Dixit bt Guhan Senthilkumar
[5/8] 11-9 11-6 11-7; Neel Joshi
[17/32] bt Ashish Keskar
[9/16] 11-6 11-2 11-8; Ch Arun
Kumar [9/16] bt Puminder
Kumar [17/32] 11-6 11-6 11-9 ;
Ranjit Singh [2] bt Deva Ram
Choudhary [17/32] 11-2
11-3 11-5.

Kang leads after Day 1 of Punjab
State Golf Championship

CHANDIGARH: The Dodgeball Asso-

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Punjabi University
Patiala, Nagpur University,
MDU, Rohtak, HNB Gharwal
University entered the semifinals of All India Inter-University Baseball Women’s Championship at Chandigarh University, Gharuan, on Wednesday.
In the first quarterfinal
match Punjabi Patiala defeated
Solapur University, Maharashtra 1-0 to enter the semifinal.
Nagpur University got a walkover as their opponent Delhi
University could not turn-up for
the match.
In the next quarterfinal MDU,
Rohtak, defeated GNDU, Amritsar, 3-0. In the last quarterfinal
match, HNB Gharwal University beat DAV University,
Indore, 11-4. Poornima scored
two bases.
Earlier, in the league stage of
the tournament, Solapur University, Maharashtra, beat
Maharaja Ganga Singh University, Rajasthan, 11-0. Sandhna
and Aishwarya scored two
bases each during the match.
GNDU, Amritsar, continued
its winning streak and outplayed NMU, Jalgaon, 10-0 in
the league match. Aarti managed to score two bases.
The hosts team Chandigarh

LUDHIANA : Meghalaya beat Odisha 3-2 in a Group A encounter
of the Santosh Trophy played at
Guru Nanak Stadium, Ludhiana, on Wednesday.
Chandra Mudulu scored the
first goal of the match in the seventh minute of the play giving
Odisha an early lead over
Meghalaya.
Raikut Shisha scored the
equaliser for Meghalaya in the
40th minute of the play.
Enestar Malngiang scored
another goal in the injury time
(45+2) of the first half to give
Meghalaya a lead over Odisha.
In the second half of the play,
Prasanta Srihari scored
another equaliser for Odisha in
the 54th minute.
However, Raikut Shisha
scored the winning third and
the final goal for Meghalaya in
the 73rd minute of the play to
seal the victory.
In the second match of the
day, Services beat Delhi 2-1 in a
hard-fought encounter.
Bikash Thapa scored the
opening goal of the match in the
eighth minute of the play.
Ayush Adhikari scored the
equaliser for Delhi in the 28th
minute. N Suresh Meitei scored
the winning goal for Services
through a penalty awarded in
the 68th minute.
Sikkim will take on Karnataka in the group stage of Santosh Trophy on Thursday, while
Assam will lock horns with
Maharashtra in the evening
match. The final of the tournament is to be held on April 21 at
Guru Nanak Dev Stadium.

HT Correspondent

AITA meet: Jitin cruises to twin semifinals

INTER-UNIVERSITY BASEBALL

n

ludhiana@htlive.com

‘Harbhajan, Tahir are like
old wine; maturing with time’

ciation of Chandigarh will conduct trials to select Chandigarh
boys and girls dodgeball teams, at
CRB Public School, Sector 7,
Chandigarh, on Thursday at 4
pm. The selected teams would be
representing Chandigarh in the
8th Sub-Junior National Dodgeball Championship and Federation Cup to be held at Shahi
Sports and Physical Education
College, Samrala, Ludhiana,
from April 20 to 22. Interested
players have to register their
names for the trials to Shiv Murat
Yadav, chairman, selection committee, Dodgeball Association of
Chandigarh and can be contacted
at 7696280841.
HTC

n

A player in action during a match in the All India Inter-University Baseball Women’s Championship at
Chandigarh University, Gharuan, on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

University lost to Nagpur University 3-9 and bowed out of
tournament. Both Mayuri and
Aneesha from Nagpur University contributed in the wining of
their team as they scored two
bases each.

In one of the hard-fought
league match played, HNB
Gharwal University beat SNDT
University, Mumbai, 4-3, while
Solapur University beat Barkatullah University, Bhopal, 11-0
in which Aishwarya once again

proved her mettle by scoring
two bases in the match.
In the last pool match, GNDU,
Amritsar, beat Jiwaji University, Gwalior, 10-0 to enter the
quarterfinal stage of the tournament.

VIDIT OUSTS DHRUV IN
PRE-QUARTERS
KOLKATA: Qualifier Vidit Vaghela
continued his dream run to oust
third seed Dhruv Sunish 6-4 6-2 in
the men’s singles quarterfinals of
the AITA National Ranking Tennis Tournament here Wednesday. Unseeded Jagmeet Singh of
Haryana also created an upset
when he defeated 7th seed Ansu
Bhuyan of Odisha 6-3 6-2. Yubrani
Banerjee kept Bengal’s hopes
alive as she booked a spot in the
women’s singles quarter finals
with a comfortable win against
Saumya Vig by 6-1 7-5.
PTI

n

A golfer in action during the 19th PGA Cup Punjab State Golf Championship held at Chandigarh Golf
HT PHOTO
Club on Wednesday.

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: HS Kang from Chan-

digarh Golf Club is leading with
a score of one-over 73 after Day 1
of the 19th PGA Cup Punjab State
Golf Championship held at
Chandigarh Golf Club on
Wednesday. MP Singh with twoover 74 was placed second on the
leader’s board.
The event is organised by

Punjab Golf Association.
Eighty seven amateur golfers,
including seven women, from
Punjab and tri-city (Chandigarh,
Mohali and PAnchkula) are participating in the two-day event.
Thirty five golfers, including
four women, have made the cut.
PRESIDENT DAY GOLF
CUP FROM APRIL 13
The Panchkula Golf Club will
conduct ‘The President Day Golf

Cup’ from April 13 to 14. The
maximum permissible handicap
limit for participation is kept at
eighteen. The tournament will
be played on stroke play format
and there will be a prize for the
winner and runners-up in each
of the five categories—0-9 handicap, 10-14 handicap, 15-18 handicap, ladies and seniors. The total
entries are expected to cross 300.
Entries for this tournament will
close on April 11.
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PROCLAIMED
OFFENDER
ARRESTED >>p3

LIT SUPDT ENGINEER INVOLVED IN CONTROVERSY
OVER ASHU’S AUDIO CLIP TRANSFERRED
>>p3

shortstories
‘DEVELOPING
SKILLS CRUCIAL
FOR CAREER’
LUDHIANA: Skill development
programmes at secondary or
senior secondary levels help
students in vertical mobility for a
sustainable career, said Moushumi Sarkar, assistant secretary
(skill education), Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), New
Delhi, on Wednesday. Sarkar was
speaking during an awareness
programme at BCM Arya Model
Senior Secondary School, Shastri
Nagar.
››P2

High drama as fleecing
continues at sabzi mandi
LUDHIANA : A day after vegetable
vendors called off their strike at
the vegetable market on Jalandhar Bypass, high drama was
witnessed between the workers
of the Rehri Fadi Welfare Association and the contractor’s men as
the latter again demanded higher
than the prescribed fee for
setting up vends.
››P3

debate of
the week
CONSERVATION

HOW TO DEAL
WITH WATER
WASTAGE?
Every summer we see
residents wasting water.
While motors are kept
running with tanks overflowing, there is no dearth of
people washing their vehicles
with running water. What
innovative solutions can the
citizens adopt to save water?
What stringent steps do the
authorities need to take?
Send your views to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 14.

22-YEAR-OLD
HELD WITH
550GM HEROIN
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Police arrested a

22-year-old man after recovering 550gm heroin from him on
Tuesday evening.
The accused was identified as
Sooraj Pratap Singh, who formerly worked as a fitness
trainer at a private gym in the
city. He hails from Patiala, and
is currently living in a rented
accommodation in Kali Sadak
area of Shivpuri, Ludhiana.
Inspector Harbans Singh,
in-charge, Special Task Force,
Ludhiana, said police stopped
him for checking at a checkpoint on Rahon Road while he
was riding a motorcycle.
On checking his bag, 550gm
heroin was recovered from it.
“He was arrested and his motorcycle was seized,” the inspector
said.
He added that the accused
revealed that while he was
working as a trainer at a local
gym, some customers introduced him to heroin, and he got
addicted. He then left the job and
took to drug peddling for easy
money.
The accused was produced
before a court on Wednesday,
and sent to two-day police
custody.
A case has been registered
under the Narcotics Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act at
the Meharban police station.

ACCUSED SOORAJ
PRATAP SINGH USED TO
WORK AS A TRAINER AT
A GYM, WHERE SOME
CUSTOMERS GOT HIM
HOOKED TO HEROIN; HE
THEN TOOK TO PEDDLING

Sunset on Thursday
Sunrise on Friday

6:51pm
6:04am

SPARING A THOUGHT FOR DISABLED VOTERS
ADMN SHARES FACILITIES ARRANGED FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES >>p3

Filth beneath flyovers an ugly face of city
EYESORE Commuters welcomed by
piles of garbage, debris and stray cattle
and dogs; civic body officials blame
residents and traders for the menace
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA:Heaps of garbage home
to rats, piles of debris, stagnating
water and sludge are what will
greet you as you approach the
areas under the city’s various
flyovers, which have turned into
visual atrocities for commuters.
Even though a probe found
that rats feeding on the garbage
underneath Gill flyover led to
the collapse of its retaining wall
in May 2018, the district administration and municipal corporation (MC) seem to have learnt no
lesson.
The stagnating waste and
puddles of water that have the
potential to cause outbreaks of
dengue, malaria, chikungunya
due to breeding of mosquitoes
have also failed to shake the
authorities from slumber.
While some flyovers were
built to divert traffic within the
city and ease congestion, several
connect Ludhiana to other parts
of Punjab, catering to lakhs of
vehicles on a daily basis. Hindustan Times delves into the state
of these flyovers.

GILL ROAD FLYOVER
Gill Road flyover, inaugurated in
2011 to connect Link Road to
Cheema Chowk and Samrala
Chowk, is still suffering the aftershocks of the collapse in May
2018 when a portion of the retaining wall gave way. After an
inquiry, MC concluded that

rodents were responsible for the
collapse.
The wall of one of the busiest
flyovers in the city crumbled due
to weakening of geogrid nets,
used to reinforce the wall to bear
load, as rodents had dug up the
wall base. The flyover remained
closed for three months for
repairs, and today, debris continue to lie beneath the flyover,
giving refuge to rats.

BUS STAND FLYOVER
Garbage occupies the space
beneath the flyover located near
the Inter-State Bus Terminus,
which was inaugurated around
20 years ago to connect the bus
stand to Preet Palace.
Stray cattle and dogs frequent
the area to feed on the garbage,
putting lives of commuters in
jeopardy. Rain makes the matters worse, turning garbage into
sludge, a breeding ground for
mosquitoes.
Shopkeepers in the area also
complain of foul smell from the
garbage, that they say has
affected their business. Ramesh
Kumar, who owns a mobile
phone shop near the bus stand,
said, “The stench from the garbage makes it unbearable to
stand outside our shops, and
drives away customers.”
“Every time it rains, the area
is inundated, making it difficult
to even open our shops,”
said a trader, Gursharan Singh.
In addition, auto-rickshaw
owners park their autos beneath

Hit-and-run: Two
brothers on bike
killed in Khanna
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Two brothers were
killed after a speeding car hit
their motorcycle and drove off
near Isru village in Khanna on
Tuesday.
The deceased were identified
as Pamma, 23, and Balvir Singh,
25, of Kamma village, Khanna.
While Pamma worked as a hairdresser, Balvir was a construction labourer.
Their uncle Amar Singh told
the police that the brothers were
on their way home on the motorcycle from a fair at Sheetla Mata
Mandir at Jarg village, Payal.
Police said as they reached

near Isru village local bus stop, a
speeding Ford EcoSport car coming from Khanna hit their motorcycle, killing Pamma on the spot.
Balvir was rushed to Khanna
civil hospital from where he was
referred to Rajindra Hospital,
Patiala. But, he died there during
treatment.
Karamjit Singh, in-charge,
Isru police post, said the car
driver fled the scene after the
accident.
The unidentified car driver
has been booked under Sections
279 (rash driving or riding on a
public way) and 304A (causing
death by negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code on the complaint of the victims’ uncle.

n

Heaps of garbage and mud next to stagnant water under the bus stand flyover; and (right) illegal
GURPREET SINGH/HT
vendors encroaching upon the space underneath the Elevated Road in Ludhiana.

theysay

›

The stench from the
garbage makes it
unbearable to stand
outside our shops, and
drives away customers.

›

We have undertaken
various cleanliness
drives to clear the waste.
But residents and traders
continue to dump garbage.

RAMESH KUMAR, runs a mobile
phone shop near the bus stand

JASDEV SINGH, secretary,
Ludhiana Municipal Corporation

the bridge, leading to several
altercations between the drivers
and traders. Residents of adjoining Model Town say they put in
efforts to clean the area, but auto
drivers, junkies and vendors,
who have made the areas under
the flyover their home, continue
to litter.
“MC has taken no steps to

maintain cleanliness underneath these flyovers, leaving residents at the receiving end,” said
senior Akali leader Mahesh
Inder Singh Grewal, a resident of
Model Town.

ELEVATED ROAD
Constructed in 1990, the Elevated Road connects Jagraon

Bridge to Jalandhar Bypass.
Almost three decades later, the
space beneath the flyover has
become a picture of the authorities’ neglect.
Authorities’ plan to beautify
the area has been hanging fire
for years, allowing illegal vendors to encroach upon the space
beneath the flyover.
Commuters stopping to buy
their products and construction
underway opposite the flyover
often lead to traffic snarls in
the area.
All this goes on within the
sight of the Zone A MC office,
located nearby. But has failed to
move the civic officials.

heart of the city, connecting Ferozepur Road to Doraha. But, the
area under it has also become a
victim of water accumulation
and garbage dumps.

DUGRI FLYOVER

RESIDENTS RESPONSIBLE
FOR MESS: MC OFFICIAL

The Dugri flyover, approximately 700m long, is another
important flyover located in the

On their part, MC officials claim
that residents themselves were
responsible for the menace. MC

secretary Jasdev Singh Sekhon
said, “We have undertaken various cleanliness drives to clear
the waste under the flyovers. But
residents and shopkeepers continue to litter and dump garbage
there.”
On the illegal vendors under
Elevated Road, he said they conducted regular drives to challan
them.

₹15L unaccounted
cash seized from
businessman’s car
LUDHIANA:Division 8 police caught

a businessman transporting ₹15
lakh unaccounted cash in his car
on Club Road on Tuesday night.
The businessman was identified as Vishal Kumar, who was
driving a Maruti Suzuki Baleno.
Police said they had set up a
checkpoint near Durga Mata
Mandir on Club Road. There,
cops spotted Kumar stopping on
noticing the checkpost, and parking his car along the road.
He stepped out of the car and
went to a flowers’ stall. Suspecting his behaviour, police checked
his car and recovered ₹15 lakh
from it. Kumar failed to produce
any documents for the cash.
Inspector Amit Thakur, SHO,
Division 8 police station, said they
seized the unaccounted cash and
informed the income tax department for further action.
HTC

SWIFT STRIDES

Triple jumper Renu qualifies for
world university games at Italy
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Renu, 20, a student
of Khalsa College for
Women, Civil Lines, has
qualified for the 30th Summer Universiade World
University Games to be held
in Napoli, Italy, from July 3
to 14.
Holding a junior national
record of 13.45 metres, Renu,
now a senior, leaped 13.15m
in the triple jump event during the final selection trials
held in Orissa from April 2 to
5. The qualifying mark for
the games was 12.80m.
Renu’s coach SS Pannu
said the selection committee
considered performances of
players in the All India InterUniversity Athletics Championship held at Bangalore
in November; the National
Senior Athletics Championship-Federation Cup held in
Patiala in March, and the
Federation Cup held in
Orissa in September 2018.
“In all these championships, Renu had jumped over
the qualifying mark. She had
already qualified for the
world university games. At

n

Twenty-year-old Renu
leaped 13.15m in the final
selection trials held in Orissa
from April 2 to 5.
HT PHOTO

the final selection trials, she
jumped remarkably to show
her fitness and again cleared
the qualifying mark,” he
said.
Last month, during the
National Senior Athletics
Championship-Federation
Cup, Renu bagged a gold in
triple jump by leaping 13.48
metres. Earlier, at the All
India Inter-University Athletics Championship, she
clinched a gold by jumping
13.09 metres, and at the Federation Cup held in Orissa in
September, she won a gold
after clearing 13.13 metres.
Hailing from Mandhana
village in Haryana, Renu

also holds a junior national
record in long jump after she
jumped 6.22m at the Junior
National Athletics Championship in Ranchi last year.
“I hold two national
records in the junior category. Now, my target is to set
a new record in the senior
category. At present, the
national record in triple
jump is 14.10m, set by Mayookha Johny of Kerala. I am
also aiming for the Olympics
as the qualifiers begin in
July this year,” she said.
Back home, her father is a
daily wage labourer, raising
three children on a meagre
wage. Her mother died in
March 2017.
“Sports have given me
new hope. I got a job in the
railways on the basis of my
performance in sports,
which will help me improve
the financial condition of my
family. Due to practice, I get
to go home once in six
months. Whenever I need
motivation or support, I
depend on my coach and college friends. I am thankful to
my college teachers, who
have continuously supported me,” she said.
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‘Skill development holds
key to a sustainable career’

GADVASU staff,
students join
national meeting
on livestock

AWARENESS PROGRAMME CBSE official says students should be motivated
to opt for skill-based courses in board curriculum at secondary and higher level

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Skill development pro-

grammes at secondary or senior
secondary levels help students
in vertical mobility for a sustainable career, said Moushumi
Sarkar, assistant secretary (skill
education), Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), New
Delhi, on Wednesday.
Sarkar, who was speaking
during an awareness programme at BCM Arya Model
Senior Secondary School, Shastri Nagar, said, “The board offers
17 skill courses at secondary
level and 39 courses at senior secondary level. If a student fails in
any one of the three compulsory
academic subjects (science,
mathematics and social science)
and passes in the skill subject
(offered as the sixth optional subject), the result will be computed
by considering the latter as the
subject,” Sarkar said.
Around 180 principals of the

FARMERS
GIVEN TIPS ON
SCIENTIFIC
AGRICULTURE
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: An awareness pro-

gramme on scientific agriculture for farmers was organised
at CT University on Wednesday
in which a large number of
farmers from various districts
of Punjab participated.
The event had stalls showcasing new farm technologies, subsidiary occupations and literature put up by different departments of the university, state
agriculture department and
other allied concerns, including
pesticide and fertiliser firms.
Farm experts shared tips on scientific farming.
The focus remained on technologies aimed at rational use of
natural resources and ecofriendly crop production techniques. Models prepared by students were also displayed.
Besides, queries of farmers
were addressed by experts.
Baldev Singh Naurth of
department of agriculture, Punjab, was chief guest. He
expressed concern on the need
to reduce agricultural cost liabilities, boost profitability as
well as the conservation of natural resources. In recognition of
his dedicated technology transfer service to the farming community, Dr Naurth was honoured with ‘Dr Norman Borlaug
Award’.
SMART SCARECROW
GRABS EYEBALLS
The special attraction of the
event was a ‘smart scare crow’
emitting distress calls of birds,
light for scaring birds and animals, and generating fire alarm
after detecting fire in the field.
The other technology showcased was a ‘water sensing
robot’, in which farmers showed
keen interest.
FARMERS FELICITATED
Ten Punjab farmers were honoured with appreciation awards
for saying ‘No’ to paddy straw
burning. Welcoming the dignitaries and farmers, CTU vicechancellor Harsh Sadawarti
said that an effective farmer-expert-industry linkage can boost
agriculture and that scientific
agriculture is the only way for
profitable agriculture.
The winning entries of produce competition, flower show,
farm machinery and best stalls
were also awarded prizes.
Farmers were given literature
and educated through motivational slogans and charts on scientific agriculture.

TOLD ABOUT RATIONAL
USE OF NATURAL
RESOURCES AND
ECO-FRIENDLY CROP
PRODUCTION METHODS

›

If a student fails in any
one of the three
compulsory academic
subjects and passes in the
skill subject, the result
will be computed by
considering the latter.
MOUSHUMI SARKAR, assistant secretary (skill education), CBSE, New Delhi

board-affiliated schools participated in the programme organised in collaboration with the
National Stock Exchange of
India Limited, and learnt about
skill and competency development at school level.
Sarkar said the board had
introduced three new courses
from this academic session —
artificial intelligence, early
childhood care education, and
yoga. Students should be motivated to opt for these subjects for
which the board is equipped with

textbooks as well as question
papers.
“The board will send PowerPoint presentations related to
skill-based courses so that
school principals motivate students to opt for these courses
after Class 9,” said Sarkar. She
addressed various queries
regarding skill education provided by the board and motivated the principals to start skillbased courses in their schools to
give a variety of options to students after Class 9.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
GC Sharma, education adviser,
NSE Academy, New Delhi, spoke
on myriad financial challenges.
He emphasised on following a
scientific approach to financial
literacy combining awareness,
knowledge, skill and attitude to
enable students to make sound
financial choices.
Bhupinder Singh, head of
department, financial market
management (FMM), gave a presentation on the achievements of
FMM stream in the school.
Former students from the
school, Milind Kawtra (FMM),
Gauravdeep Singh (mass media)
and Mansha Chatley (food production) among others recollected their experiences.
During the programme, the
students of the host school presented a skit on financial literacy. The skit drove home the
message that one should keep
oneself updated with the latest
techniques for investment in
order to be safe from frauds.

Lunch an important meal, do
not junk it, says DMCH dietician
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :The department of dietetics of Dayanand Medical College and Hospital (DMCH)
observed World Health Day on
the theme ‘healthy packed
lunch for working adults’ on
Wednesday.
DMCH managing society secretary Prem Kumar Gupta was
the chief guest on the occasion.
Principal Dr Sandeep Puri, viceprincipal Dr GS Wander, academics dean Dr Rajoo Singh

Chhina, and medical superintendents Dr Sandeep Sharma
and Dr Ashwani Chaudhary
were also present at the function.
Gupta lauded the efforts of
the department in organising
the function.
He spoke on the importance
of healthy diet and the growing
trend of eating junk food during
working hours, which affects
the overall health.
Puri said eating a healthy and
balanced diet was essential to
lead a balanced and healthy life.

Chhina, however, talked
about the need to change the
lifestyle.
Many students participated
in the recipe competition for
packed lunch for working
adults to make people aware of
benefits of eating healthy and
nutritious meal.
Dietician in-charge Bhawna
Bhakoo said having lunch
packed from home was important as working people either
neglected the meal or opted for
junk food from canteen during
the afternoon.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Scientists and students

from Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences University (GADVASU), Ludhiana,
and its affiliated colleges were
among over the 200 people from
across the country who participated in the third national conference of the Society for Veterinary and Animal Husbandry
Extension (SVAHE) organised at
GB Pant University of Agriculture and Technology (GBPUAT),
Pantnagar, Uttarakhand.
The theme of the conference
was ‘Livestock Development for
Societal Needs: Extension and
Allied Sector Initiatives’.
Dr HK Verma, director extension education, presented a
paper on what GADVASU has
been doing to uplift the livestock
sector and farmers of the North
through various means and
methodologies.
He emphasised on the need to
strengthen the livestock extension services from the village to
the national level to bring the
livestock revolution, both in
terms of quantity and quality of
livestock produce.
Dr Tej Partap, vice-chancellor, GBPUAT, presided over the
function and said that technologies in the field of the livestock
sector should reach the end
users on time. For this, an efficient and quick extension mechanism should be introduced, he
said.
Dr SK Kansal, head, department of veterinary extension,
was conferred with the lifetime
achievement award for dedicated services to livestock farmers.
Dr Parminder Singh, Dr RK
Sharma,Dr Jaswinder Singh and
Dr Yashwant Singh also presented papers. GADVASU students also won best PhD and
MVSc thesis award besides
poster and oral presentation
awards.

n

PAU officials signing a pact for commercialising solar dryer technology at the university in Ludhiana
on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

PAU inks pact for licensing
of solar dryer technology
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab Agricultural

University (PAU) signed an
agreement with Vishivkarma
Solar Energy Corporation, Phillaur, Jalandhar, for the licensing
of evacuated tube collector solar
dryer technology.
Dr Navtej Singh Bains,
director of research, PAU, and
Vijay Dhiman from the energy
corporation, signed the memorandum of agreement on behalf
of their respective organisations.
The technology has been

jointly developed by Sukhmeet
Singh, Dr VS Hans, Dr RS Gill
and Dr Manpreet Singh, experts
from the department of renewable energy engineering, PAU.
Dr Ashok Kumar, dean, College of Engineering and Technology, said drying in this solar
dryer results in better quality of
products and reduces the drying
time by 72% in comparison to the
drying in the open sun. This
dryer has a payback period of
about 360 drying days, he added.
Dr Sukhmeet Singh, senior
research engineer-cum-head,
department of mechanical engineering, PAU, said that the evac-

uated tube collector solar dryer
technology is a medium capacity
solar dryer, capable of drying up
to 40kg of fresh product in about
2-5 sunny days. “Its aperture
area is 1.4 sq m and is made of
highly efficient evacuated tubes
open at both the ends. It has a fan
powered with solar photovoltaic
panel. It needs shadow-free area
of 2m x 2.5m. Drying product is
loaded in six perforated stainless
steel trays each of size 66.5cm x
51cm x 7cm high,” he said.
Dr VS Hans, head, department
of renewable energy engineering, said that approximate cost of
the technology is ₹45,000.

Walk spreads word on healthy habits
LUDHIANA: The department of food

and nutrition, College of Community Science, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) celebrated the World Health Day in
association with the members of
Indian Dietetics Association on
campus.
A walkathon under the theme
‘Universal Health Coverage:

Everyone, Everywhere’ was
organised, wherein students of
PAU and members of IDA
including dieticians from CMCH
and DMCH participated.
This was followed by a yoga
and meditation session by Art of
Living, Ludhiana.
Department head Kiran Bains
said health is not a one-day proc-

ess, and one has to invest time on
everyday basis to avoid diseases
in later stages of life.
IDA Punjab Chapter president Jaspreet Kaur highlighted
the importance of practising
yoga and meditation daily to
manage stress. She discussed
how to focus on overall health
HTC
and well-being.

educationnotes

n

Students participate in a healthy tiffin competition at Ryan International School on Wednesday. HT PHOTO

n

Students during the annual prize distribution ceremony at Sat Paul Mittal School in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

HT PHOTO

CITY STUDENTS
SHINE IN PU EXAMS
LUDHIANA: As many as 10 girl
students and two boy students from
different colleges of the city bagged
top 10 positions in MCom third
semester exams (2,100 marks), the
results of which were declared by
Panjab University (PU) on Wednesday. Simran Kaur of SCD Government
College topped (1,765 marks).
Khushbu Jain of Government College
for Girls stood second (1,755). Ravneet
Kaur of AS College, Khanna (1,744) and
Gursimranpreet Kaur of Khalsa
College for Women, Civil Lines (1,737),
stood third and fourth respectively .
The fifth position (1,733) was shared
by two students — Monica of Guru
Nanak Khalsa College for Women,
Model Town, and Radhika Jain of SCD
College. The seventh position (1,719)
was shared by Amanjot Singh of Arya
College and Kritika Jain of SCD
College. Shivangi Soin of Kamla
Lohtia SD College stood eighth (1,715).
Guneet Kaur of SCD College and
Kiranpreet Kaur of GCG stood ninth
(1,709). Robin Mehta of Arya College
stood 10th (1,707).

Lecture on coordinate
systems held at KCW
LUDHIANA: The department of
physics of Khalsa College for Women
(KCW), Sidhwan Khurd, organised an
extension lecture on coordinate
systems on Wednesday. Assistant
professor Neeraj Bansal, Guru Nanak
Girls College, Ludhiana, was the
resource person on the occasion. In
the interactive session, he taught
how mathematics is used to understand various phenomena of physics.
Principal Gurinder Kaur Sandhu
felicitated Bansal. Assistant professor in physics Gagandeep Aulakh
gave a vote of thanks at the end of
the lecture.

Punjabi TV show producer
interacts with students
LUDHIANA : The post-graduate
department of Punjabi of Arya
College and Punjabi Literary Society

n

Students on the concluding day of a cultural function at Guru Nanak Dev Engineering College in
Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

organised a literary rendezvous with
Iqbal Mahal, the producer of Punjabi
programme serving Sikh-Canadians,
Vision of Punjab, on Wednesday.
Mahal shared his experiences
regarding Punjabi language, art,
literature and culture. He added that
Canada has immense potential for
immigrants, but before taking any
decision, students should attain
expertise in their own subject. He
also shared his experiences with
different Punjabi singers, writers and
journalists. Head of Punjabi department Davinder Joshi said the meeting has opened new horizons of
knowledge for the audience.

Former Government College
for Girls principal felicitated
LUDHIANA: The 14th Gyani Ditt Singh
Memorial Punjabi Teacher award was
given to Harminder Kaur Grewal,
principal (retd), Government College
for Girls on Wednesday. Dignitaries
including Amarjeet Dua, Krishan

Singh, Jaswant Singh, Ramesh Inder
Bal, Sarabjot Kaur and Amarjeet
Singh Grewal along with the staff
council and other faculty members of
the Punjabi department were
present on the occasion. A cultural
programme was organised by the
students. The annual report of the
Punjabi department was read out by
Paramjit Kaur, vice-principal and
head of Punjabi department. Principal Savita Sharma motivated the
students to learn from the personality of Gyani Ditt Singh.

Lecture on business
management at GNIMT
LUDHIANA: The student’s chapter of
Indian Society For Technical Education (ISTE) of Guru Nanak Institute of
Management and Technology
(GNIMT), Gujar Khan Campus, Model
Town, in collaboration with Large
Model Association (LMA) students’
forum organised a guest lecture on
“Managing Business in a VUCA

Environment” for LMA student forum
members on Wednesday. More than
250 MBA students from various
management schools of Ludhiana
participated in the event. Resource
person Prem Kumar, executive
director, Bahadur Chand Munjal
Foundation interacted with the
students. The welcome address was
delivered by GNIMT director Colonel
HS Singha. Principal Sandhya Mehta
motivated the audience to follow the
experiences shared by the speaker.

Two-day inter-college cultural
function concludes at GNE
LUDHIANA: A two-day inter-college
cultural function, Anand Utsav 2019,
concluded at Guru Nanak Dev
Engineering College (GNE) in Ludhiana on Wednesday. Panjab University
Swami Sarvanand Giri Regional
Centre (PUSSGRC) director HS Bains
was the chief guest for the occasion
that featured many cultural events
like solo dances, group dances etc.

n

Former principal of Government College for Girls Harminder Kaur Grewal (second from right) being
felicitated at the college in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

The award for best skit was given to
Nitish Dang, Amaninder Singh,
Amandeep Singh Kulvir Singh, Baljot
Kaur and Chandan Kotwal, all students of GNE. Folk song (solo)
competition was won by Kanwardeep Singh of GNE, mehndi competition by Mamat Mehra GNE, and
western solo contest by Ghandarv
Choudary from CT College, Jalandhar.

Green Land student gets
bronze at global sports meet
LUDHIANA: Viney of Green Land
Senior Secondary Public School, GT
Road, near Jalandhar Bypass, won the
bronze medal at the 35-45kg weight
category karate event of the International Sports Council Games 2018- 19
organised by International Sports
Council Inc (Canada) at Lovely
Professional University, Phagwara.
Around 200 students from different
countries participated in the event.
Chairman cum director Rajesh Rudhra
and principal Baldeep Pandher

congratulated the student and his
coach Lakshmi.

Havan ceremony at Ram
Lal Bhasin Public School
LUDHIANA: Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School organised a havan ceremony
to mark the beginning of the new
academic session on Wednesday.
Principal Raman oberoi along with
the staff members of the school and
management members conducted
ceremony and chanted mantras.
President Balraj Bhasin blessed the
students and staff. The principal said
the positive aura will benefit the
students and the holy mantras will
have a positive effect spiritually.

Healthy tiffin competition
at Ryan International, Dugri
LUDHIANA: Ryan International
School, Dugri, conducted a healthy
tiffin competition and a salad-making competition on Wednesday.

Students of Classes 1 to 5 brought
balanced diets, including macro and
micro nutrients, in their lunch boxes.
Students of Classes 6 to 10 participated in the salad-making competition. They were judged on the basis
of cleanliness, nutrition, taste and
presentation. The teachers apprised
the students of the importance of
eating healthy.

Prize distribution ceremony
Sat Paul Mittal School
LUDHIANA: Sat Paul Mittal School
organised its annual prize distribution ceremony at the school auditorium on Wednesday. Students of
Classes 6,7,8,9 and 11 were awarded
for their achievements in various
scholastic and co-scholastic fields.
Governing Council vice-chairman
Bipin Gupta was the chief guest who
congratulated the achievers and
motivated the students to work
harder. Principal Bhupinder Gogia
proposed the vote of thanks.
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Administration pitching for 100%
turnout of voters with disabilities
AWARENESS PROGRAMME Disabled told about right to vote and process to get registered as voters

›

We are doing our best
to increase voter
turnout in the upcoming
elections. We found that
the ratio of disabled
voters to general voters is
very low. So, this time,
we are making special
efforts to increase the
turnout of such voters.

Prabhjot Singh Sehgal
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The district adminis-

tration organised a voter awareness programme for people with
disabilities (PwDs) at the Ishmeet
Singh Music Academy here on
Wednesday to persuade them to
exercise their right to franchise
in the ensuing Lok Sabha elections.
With the help of various presentations, PwDs were enlightened about their voting right and
the procedure to get themselves
registered as voters and casting
their vote.
According to the data with the
district returning officer’s office,
as many as 5,312 people of the city
have registered themselves as
PwDs so far.
District election officer-cumdeputy commissioner Pradeep
Kumar Agrawal; Shamli
Sharma, winner of a gold medal
in the World Special Olympics
and district icon for PwD voters
and nodal officer of Ludhiana
west Lakhwinder Singh were
present on the occasion.
Addressing the PwD voters,
Agrawal said, “We are doing our
best to increase voter turnout in
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections in the district. We found
that the proportionate ratio of
PwD voters to general voters is
very low. So, this time, we are
making special efforts to increase
the turnout of PwD voters. Election slips will have the Braille
language print also. If there is
100% voter turnout, only then
public can choose a right candidate and a better representative.

PRADEEP KUMAR AGRAWAL,
DEO-cum-deputy commissioner
n

Special Olympics gold medallist Shamli Sharma, the Ludhiana district icon for PwD voters, during a voter
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
awareness programme on Wednesday: and (below) students performing at the event.

Therefore, we are working in this
direction.”
Nodal officer Lakhwinder
Singh Sandhu, with the help of a

LIT SE involved
in row over Ashu
audio clip shifted
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Superintending engineer (SE) of the Ludhiana
Improvement Trust (LIT)
Rakesh Garg, who was involved
in a controversy over an
audio clip, showing cabinet
minister Bharat Bhushan Ashu
threatening and intimidating
him, has been transferred to the
Amritsar Improvement Trust
(AIT).
The local bodies department
ordered his transfer on April 8.
The audio clip, which had
gone viral in February, showed
Ashu intimidating Garg
and even asking him to move
against the orders of the high
court.
Mayor Balkar Sandhu had
come in support of Ashu questioning the authenticity of the
audio.
A city-based non-governmental organisation (NGO),
Mahasabha Ludhiana, had also
filed a contempt petition in the
Punjab and Haryana high court
against Ashu, mayor Balkar
Sandhu, Garg and four others.
The court has issued a notice to
Ashu. The NGO members had
also alleged that in that audio,
Ashu was pressuring the official
to encourage encroachments in
BRS Nagar.
Four superintending engineers, deputed to the municipal

THE AUDIO CLIP, WHICH
HAD GONE VIRAL IN
FEBRUARY, SHOWED
ASHU INTIMIDATING
RAKESH GARG AND EVEN
ASKING HIM TO MOVE
AGAINST THE ORDERS
OF THE HIGH COURT
corporation (MC), including
Dharam Singh, Praveen Singla,
Teerath Bansal and Rahul
Gagneja, had also been transferred earlier. Gagneja was also
working under the Smart City
mission.
'PLEA TO POLL
OFFICIALS FROM
HOME TOWNS'
A city-based RTI activist has
written to the Election Commission of India demanding the
transfer of the officials who
have been posted in their home
town and have been deputed for
over three years in the municipal corporation.
The activist has stated that
the officials have been deployed
on election duty in their
home towns and can influence
voters.
The activist has sought directions from the local bodies
department to shift the officials
from their home town.

can mark themselves as a PwD
voters, file request for making a
new voter card, request pick-anddrop facility to the booth and
locating their booth. They can
also request a wheelchair at the
booth using the app, he added.
Students of VRTC Blind School
and PAU school presented cultural performances to motivate
people to cast their vote and make
them aware of their rights.
He said a list of PwD voters will
be handed over to all booth-level
officers so that they can assist the
voters of their respective areas on
the voting day.
A PwD voter, Kashmiri Lal,
said the efforts of the administration will surely narrow down the
margin between the turnout of
normal voters and PwDs.
Gurdeep Kaur, who is a
teacher at a school for the
blind, said numbers written in
Braille on EVMs will assist the
blind voters.

sign language teacher, told them
about the VVPAT machine,
which provides a receipt mentioning the name of the candidate

that they voted for.
He said the EC had also developed a mobile application for people with disabilities, where they

Gambling case:
Proclaimed
offender arrested

Illegal constructions
by two flat owners in
Rishi Nagar razed

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
LUDHIANA: A proclaimed offender

n

in a gambling case was arrested
here on Wednesday. The accused
was identified as Gurvinder
Singh alias Bunty of Guru Gobind Singh Nagar, Shimlapuri.
Sub-inspector Balwinder
Singh, in-charge of the PO staff,
said that Gurvinder Singh was
booked under section 13/3/67 of
the Gambling Act on January 8,
2013, but he had been absconding
since then. He was declared proclaimed offender on May 14, 2018.
The SI said several raids were
conducted to nab him. “Today,
the accused was arrested near his
residence,” he said. He has produced before a court and was sent
to 14-day judicial custody. HTC

LUDHIANA: Acting on complaints
against two flat owners in Block X
of Rishi Nagar, the Ludhiana
Improvement Trust (LIT)
removed the encroachments
made by them in the form of a toilet and a balcony.
Sub-divisional officer (SDO),
LIT, Kirandeep Singh, said that
action was taken against two flats
situated at the ground and first
floors of the same building. While
one of them had constructed an
illegal toilet at the ground floor,
the other at the first floor had constructed a balcony illegally.
Both the flat owners were complaining against each other, fol-

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

branch of the municipal corporation (MC) of sheltering illegal
construction by not taking action
against the challans issued
against the violators, right to
information (RTI) activist Rohit
Sabharwal has demanded a vigilance inquiry into the matter.
In a complaint sent to the principal secretary of the local bodies
department, the activist, has
termed it as organised corruption
in the building branch. The com-

plainant has also demanded that
the department should probe into
the matter that how many challans have been issued in the last
six months and how many noncompoundable (which cannot be
regularised) buildings have been
razed.
In the complaint, which has
also been forwarded to the
director, local bodies department, Sabharwal has alleged that
a challan is issued against the illegal building after a complaint is

LUDHIANA : In the fray for the

upcoming parliamentary
elections for the second time,
member of Parliament (MP)
Ravneet Singh Bittu met MLA
from Ludhiana (North) constituency Rakesh Kumar Pandey
over breakfast on Wednesday to
discuss the future course of
action.
It was decided that the Congress will be inaugurating its
election office at the Welcome
Palace on April 13 from where
the election-related work can be
streamlined.
As many as 16 councillors,
belonging to the constituency,
were also present during the
meeting.
Five-time MLA Rakesh Pandey, who had unsuccessfully
applied for a Congress ticket,
said that the councillors had
some issues, which were cleared
with the MP.
HTC
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Not a contender for
SAD ticket from
Ludhiana: Cheema
RUPNAGAR : Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD) senior vice president and
former Punjab minister Daljit
Singh Cheema has said that he is
not a contender for a party ticket
from Ludhiana constituency for
the Lok Sabha elections.
While talking to the media
here, on Tuesday, Cheema said
the core committee of SAD had
authorised the party president
Sukhbir Singh Badal to announce
candidates from various constituencies in consultation with
party leaders. He said there was
strong leadership and organisation of SAD in Ludhiana and the
party will contest the Lok Sabha
election. He said he had neither
claimed a party ticket from there
nor had any right to do so.
According to sources the name
of Daljit Singh Cheema, who is
in-charge of SAD for Ludhiana

district, is doing the rounds for a
party ticket from Ludhiana constituency as there is no consensus
on the selection of a local leader
for the ticket in the party.
When asked whether he would
contest the election from Ludhiana if the party asked him to do
so, Cheema said he would abide
by their directions.
The SAD leader also said the
people of Rupnagar assembly
constituency had elected him
MLA once, and he had also been a
minister in Punjab government.
He added he was happy to serve
the people of Rupnagar.
SAD workers from Rupnagar
assembly constituency urged
Cheema not to leave Rupnagar to
contest elections from Ludhiana.
Cheema assured workers he
would continue to serve RupnaHTC
gar constituency.

Ishar Nagar residents oppose
installation of mobile tower
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Residents of Ishar
Nagar Street Number 2 on
Wednesday staged a protest
over the installation of an “illegal” mobile tower on the roof of
a factory in the area.
The protesting residents said
they had also complained about
it to the deputy commissioner
(DC), Punjab Pollution Control
Board (PPCB) and mayor
Balkar Singh Sandhu a week
ago, but did not receive any
response.

Alleging that the tower was
being installed at the behest of
some political leaders, the residents said they will continue
their agitation till the installation work stopped and it was
shifted to another place.
One of the area residents,
Kuljinder Singh, claimed that
the factory was also running
illegally in the residential
area and its owner was responsible for spreading pollution
by conducting commercial
activities.
“Now a mobile tower is being
installed without getting resi-

dents’ consent,” he said.
Cops from Marado police post
also reached the spot and tried
to pacify the protesters.
However, the residents
decided to continue the strike on
Thursday.
Assistant town planner
(ATP) Harvinder Singh said the
owner had obtained permission
to install a mobile tower.
“If the residents have any
objection over the tower, their
case will be forwarded to the
central telecom department,
which will take the final decision,” he added.

FLAT OWNERS HAD
ILLEGALLY BUILT A
TOILET AND BALCONY,
RESPECTIVELY
lowing which the LIT, on
Wednesday, demolished the illegal portions.
High drama was witnessed on
the spot after the owner of a flat
alleged that her two children
were inside the flat when the
demolition drive was conducted
by the LIT authorities. The LIT
officials, however, said that the
flat was locked from outside and
there were no children inside the
flat when the encroachment was
removed.

Probe demanded into challans
issued against illegal buildings
LUDHIANA: Accusing the building

CONG TO OPEN
POLL OFFICE
ON APRIL 13

ludhiana

forwarded against the same by
the residents. However, no action
is taken to demolish the non-compoundable part of teh building
even when the MC has to demolish the illegal part in three days
after the challan is issued. The
recovery of challan amount is
also delayed in many cases and
when the staff are questioned
about the action taken against the
building, they reply that the challan has been issued against the
building.

n

Vendors protesting outside the market committee secretary’s office in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

HT PHOTO

High drama at vegetable
market as fleecing continues
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A day after vegetable

vendors called off their strike at
the vegetable market on Jalandhar Bypass, high drama was
witnessed between the workers
of the Rehri Fadi Welfare Association and the contractor’s
men as the latter again
demanded higher than the
prescribed fee for setting up
vends.
Acting on the complaint
received from the vendors, the
market committee secretary,
Amandeep Sandhu, has marked
an inquiry into the matter.
Heated arguments were
exchanged between the vendors

and the employees of the contractor, as they demanded
₹1,600 for a week for 48 square
feet space to set up vends,
against the prescribed fee of
₹100 a day.
Ramesh Kumar, president of
the Rehri Fadi Welfare Association, said, “We called off our
agitation on Tuesday afternoon
after the contractor agreed to
charge the prescribed fee of
₹100. But on Wednesday, the
employees of the contractor
again started overcharging the
vendors.”
Later, the vendors gathered
outside the market committee
secretary’s office and submitted
a written complaint to him. In
the complaint, the association

members requested the authorities to direct the contractor to
follow the rules set by the mandi
board.
Sandhu said, “I have marked
an inquiry on the vendors’ complaint. The contractor will be
told to submit his statement on
Thursday, after which a final
decision will be taken.”
On Monday, association
members had gone on an indefinite strike against the fleecing
by the contractor.
But they had called off the
strike on Tuesday following the
intervention of additional
deputy commissioner of police
(ADCP) Gurpreet Singh Sikand
and Congress MLA Sanjay
Talwar.

Santosh Trophy: Meghalaya triumph
over Odisha in neck-and-neck clash Punjab, UT shine in hockey pre-quarters
N AT I O N A L S C H O O L G A M E S

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

LUDHIANA: In the pre-quarterfinal

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

hockey matches of the 64th
under-19 (U-19) National School
Games played on Wednesday at
the multiple locations in the
city, Chandigarh beat Karnataka 3-2 and the Punjab team triumphed over Gujarat by a margin of 12-1.
The matches were played at
Astroturf, Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU), hockey stadium, PAU, and Guru Nanak
Public School, Sarabha Nagar.

LUDHIANA: Meghalaya beat Odi-

sha in a Group-A match of Santosh Trophy being played at the
Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
Chandra Mudulu scored the
first goal of the match in the seventh minute of the play giving
Odisha an early lead over
Meghalaya.
Raikut Shisha scored the
equaliser for Meghalaya in the
40th minute of the play. Enestar
Malngiang scored another goal
in the injury time (45+2) of the
first half to give Meghalaya a
lead over Odisha.
In the second half, Prasanta
Srihari scored another equaliser for Odisha in the 54th minute. However, Raikut Shisha
scored the winning goal for
Meghalaya in the 73rd minute.
SERVICES BEAT DELHI
In the second match of the day,
Services beat Delhi 2-1 in a formidable clash where Bikash
Thapa scored the opening goal

ODISHA DEFEAT
KERALA
Meanwhile, Odisha defeated
Kerala 12-1, while Haryana beat
Jammu and Kashmir 7-1.

n

Players in action during a football match between Delhi (in black) and Services during the Hero Santosh
Trophy football league in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

of the match in the eighth minute of the play.
Ayush Adhikari scored the
equaliser for Delhi in the 28th
minute. N Suresh Meitei scored
the winning goal for Services

through a penalty awarded in
the 68th minute.
UP NEXT
Sikkim will take on Karnataka
in the group stage of the tourna-

ment on Thursday while Assam
will lock horns with Maharashtra in the evening match. The
final match of the tournament
will be held at the stadium on
April 21.

HIMACHAL PRADESH
SCORE A VICTORY
OVER RAJASTHAN
In other matches played in
the pre-quarterfinals, Delhi
defeated Maharashtra by a margin of 1-0, while Tamil Nadu
defeated Bihar 3-0. Himachal
Pradesh scored a victory over
Rajasthan by a margin of 2-0.

n

A hockey match in progress between Punjab (in yellow) and Gujarat during the 64th National School
Games at the PAU hockey stadium in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

GIRLS U-19 CATEGORY
In the girls under-19 category,
the Punjab team beat Karnataka
2-1 in a neck-and-neck clash
while Odisha decimated

Telangana 8-0.
Rajasthan scored a comfortable win over Maharashta by
beating them 5-1.
Tamil Nadu beat Kerala 5-0 to

continue their dominance.
In the final match of the day,
the Haryana team marked
an easy victory over Madhya
Pradesh — 7-1.
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Fund, faculty crunch are to
blame for PU’s stagnant rank
facetoface
ARUN KUMAR GROVER, FORMER VICE-CHANCELLOR, PU
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD) released the
National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) and the
first-ever Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA). Panjab University (PU) dropped one place in
NIRF (rank 34) but figured in
top 10 institutions in
ARIIA (rank 9). Former PU
vice-chancellor Arun K Grover
shared his views on the stagnant NIRF ranking and how to
improve it.

What are the reasons behind
the stagnant performance of
PU in the NIRF?
We are not able to recruit
teachers. We do not have funds
for modernising our laboratories. Our undergraduate (UG)
and honours school labs need
huge sums for renovation.
If we compare PU with Pune
University (ranked 17 in the
NIRF), the latter mainly has
postgraduate (PG) and PhD
programmes (which focus on
research).
Inherently, universities are
to produce intellectuals for the
society. But, PU has more UG

students than PG or PhD students. Moreover, with the student-teacher ratio dropping
further, teachers do not get the
time for research.

Is the financial crunch
responsible for the poor
performance? How?
Yes. The government has
squeezed the funding for education, with not even the IITs
getting funds. There is already
limited fund for higher education and out of this, only a
tiny amount is spent on
research. Our teachers
have to compete with those
from IITs, who still have more
time, to get projects from the
government.
Under the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA), the MHRD had promised PU ₹50-crore grant, but is
not giving it as the varsity is an
inter-state body.
We do not have hostels for
research scholars. Are we
investing in this? We do not
have the required equipment.
Therefore, we created Chandigarh Region Innovation and
Knowledge Cluster (CRIKC)
so that our students and
researchers can work on
instruments in other
institutions.

Is there anything else that
keeps PU from performing
well?
We need to analyse where we
are lacking in the ranking. The
internal quality assurance cell
(IQAC) of PU seeks data from
departments. Either they do
not fully cooperate or just do
not care if the data sent
is right. The departments are
writing ‘0’ as the number of students shifted to higher
education. Are there no students from UG courses (from
PU) who have enrolled themselves for PG courses?

PU’s score is very low under
the ‘Perception’ parameter of
the NIRF. What, according to
you, is the reason?
Where is our presence among
the national bodies? Teachers
need to have the leisure for
doing work in order to be
selected for national bodies.
We have to establish our presence nationally for improving
the score.

n

Former PU V-C Arun K Grover says: “We need to analyse where we
HT FILE
are lacking in the ranking.”

What are the key areas that PU
needs to focus on for better
performance in future?

regrouping departments. We
should introduce honours
school in humanities, and have
integrated PG-PhD programmes on the lines of other
institutions. There is a lot
that can be done and ought to
be done.

We need to recruit more teachers. We should reduce the number of departments. Earlier too,
there have been talks of

On the other hand, what do you
think has helped PU figured in
top 10 institutions in ARIIA?

Two booked for threatening
UT woman drug inspector

24x7 operations
commence at
Chandigarh airport

Tanbir Dhaliwal

HT Correspondent

n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The UT police have

booked two men for threatening
a woman drug inspector at her
office in the administrative block
of Government Multi Specialty
Hospital, Sector 16.
The development comes days
after a Punjab woman drug officer was shot dead at her office in
Kharar.
The accused have been identified as Brijender Nath Choubey
and his associate Rahul Chaubey.
Both are absconding.
The action came after UT drug
inspector Sarika Malik wrote a
complaint to the senior superintendent of police (SSP), stating
there is a “threat to her safety,
security and dignity” from Brijender.
Malik alleged that Brijender,
who introduces himself as a Delhi
high court advocate, acts as a
middleman and “misuses” the
names of drug controller officers
to make clients. “He is into liaisoning , which is illegal. He takes
files from applicants who want to
get drug license and charges
money from them, spoiling our
name in the market,” she said.
The drug inspector alleged:
“Brijender first visited my office
in February along with two to
three people to get drug licence

COMPLAINANT SAYS ONE
OF THEM INTRODUCED
HIMSELF AS DELHI HC
LAWYER, WAS ACTING AS
MIDDLEMAN TO GET
LICENCE FOR CLIENTS
for them. They would keep standing outside the office for hours as
I would not allow them to enter
my room. They would keep staring at me and other officers.”
Malik alleged on February 22,
he forcibly entered her office and
threatened her by saying: “Main
apka office mein baithna mushkil
kar dunga (I will make it difficult
for you to sit in your office).”
Brijender allegedly again
threatened her on Monday. “I
was outside my office to take
some call. When I returned, I saw
him along with one more person
taking my picture from a distance. When I walked towards my
room, he blocked my way and his
tone and body language were
very intimidating. I quickly
entered my colleague’s room and
called the director health service
(DHS) for security,” said Malik.
DHS immediately sent security and police too reached the
spot. “He even threatened that he
will come to my office and no one
could stop him,” Malik alleged.

‘INFORMED DHS TWICE,
BUT NO ACTION TAKEN’
Malik said she had written to the
DHS, Dr G Dewan, twice about
this issue, but no action as taken.
“After the February 22 incident, I wrote a letter to Dr G
Dewan sharing details about the
illegal liasioning activity. I
requested him to strengthen
security in the department as I
was feeling a threat to personal
safety. I had also asked for banning the entry of third parties in
the office premises,” she said.
Malik said she wrote another
letter a week ago, following the
murder of Punjab drug officer
Neha Shoree, a close friend.
Dr Dewan said: “The file
moved by the drug inspector
against a person who brings
applications for licence was sent
to the law officer to check if such
liaisoning was permitted or not.”
He said there is round-theclock security in the hospital and
the administrative building.
“Every officer is free to file a
police complaint if they feel
threatened,” he said.
A case under Sections 186
(obstructing public servant in
discharge of duty), 341(wrongful
restraint), 506 (criminal intimidation) and 34 (acts done by several
persons in furtherance of common intention) at the Sector 17
police station.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Finally, round-the-

clock operations began at Chandigarh International Airport on
Wednesday.
As per the summer schedule,
there will 38 flights in new
schedule but the increase in
flights is mostly in existing destinations. The only new connectivity introduced is Chandigarh-Chennai that will be operational from April 30.
The airport will open from
April 10 for category 4E aircraft
which are wide-bodied and
include Boeing 777, B747-400,
Airbus 330, and Boeing 787-800
(Dreamliner).
Installation of in line X-ray
baggage system for better security to passengers will help connect international flights.
Presently, the airport has a
facility of Category-II (CAT-II)
instrument landing system
(ILS) which enables pilots to
land even if they cannot establish visual contact with the runway, especially in foggy conditions, when visibility is down to
350 metres.
The CAT-III ILS system
that permits operations even
when visibility is as low as 100
metres will be ready by December 2019.

Apple penalised for faulty iPhone
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: The district consumer disputes redressal forum
has penalised Apple India Pvt
Ltd, Bangalore for not replacing
an iPhone after the same issue
emerged for the second time.
The forum has directed the
company to replace iPhone 7
with a new one having same
specifications — with red or silver colour only — and if it is unavailable, the forum will refund
80% cost of the previous set i.e.
₹31,200. The company has also
been directed to pay ₹10,000 to
complainant Harsh Bhardwaj, a
resident of Sector 7, Panchkula,
on account of mental agony, harassment and litigation charges.

CASE DETAILS
The matter dates back to September 2017, when the complainant bought an iPhone 7 Matt
Black edition from Flipkart for
₹38,999. The phone was under
warranty.
In January, 2018; when
Bhardwaj removed the cover to
get the phone’s screen guard
changed, he noticed that the colour of the back panel of the
phone was chipping off.
He went to Apple service station i.e. F1-Into Solutions and
Services Pvt. Ltd, Chandigarh, to
get it checked, where the representative told him that it was a
cosmetic damage and will not be
covered under the warranty.

Later, when the complainant
shared details and images with a
senior executive; he was told
that there is an issue with the
phone coating and the company
will bear the cost to repair/
replace it.
He was asked to re-visit the
service centre and his phone was
replaced by the company.
Later in February, the complainant again noticed the same
problem. He then contacted the
customer care but did not get
positive response and they
refused to replace it.
The opposite party in their
reply submitted that it is a common market principle and also
an established position of law
that, consumers who wilfully
damage or negligently handle a
product are ineligible to claim
any relief under the act.
Considering the facts, the
forum observed that even without the use of protective cover
around the handset, the back
panel of the handset got eroded.
“The mobile set has a defect
with regard to the process of
coating, which has been done
through the process of anodising
and the same is duly covered as
per the terms and conditions of
the warranty,” the forum stated.
“We have no hesitation to conclude that there has been lapse
and deficiency on the part of the
opposite party while delivering
services to the complainant.
Hence, the complainant is entitled to relief,” the forum ruled.

FIIT JEE DENIED RELIEF, ASKED
TO REFUND 3 STUDENTS’ FEES
CHANDIGARH: The state consumer disputes redressal
commission via a common
order disposed of three
appeals filed in 2018 by FIIT
JEE and directed it to refund
the fee to the students who
left the course.
The forum directed to
refund the fee of complainants, which was illegally
charged from them for unattended period of the course,
besides compensation and
litigation charges.
In the first case, the opposition party was directed to
refund ₹48,918 to the complainant and pay ₹10,000 as
compensation and litigation
charges each.
In the second complaint,
the opposition party was
directed to refund the balance fee ₹1.2 lakh with 12%
interest from the date of filing complaint. They were
also directed to pay ₹10,000
as litigation cost and ₹25,000
for harassment.
In the third case, the
forum directed to pay a compensation of ₹15, 000 to the
complainant for deficiency
in service. Despite instructions to stop payment, they

negligently cleared two
cheques in favour of OP-3
(FIIT JEE), it was stated.
The OP-3, was directed to
refund ₹40,933 fee they illegally charged. It was also
directed to pay ₹40,000 as
compensation for unfair
trade practices and mental
agony, harassment caused
to complainant and ₹20,000
litigation cost.
Counsel of the appellant
Mukesh Goel argued that
complainants are not entitled to refund. He said that
education is not a commodity and educational institutes are not providing any
kind of service, therefore
there is no question of deficiency of service.
However, the forum mentioned that the appellant
cannot be allowed an advantageous position, keeping in
mind the interest of poor
consumer.
“When a student signs the
admissions form, they have
no bargaining power to
negotiate or refuse to sign
the particular clause, hence
such clauses should not be
held against student,” the
forum stated.
HTC

Two get life term
for murdering
50-yr-old ragpicker

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

LOT TO BE DONE, OUGHT TO BE DONE Former V-C for recruiting more teachers, improving infra for
research scholars, strengthening varsity’s national presence for better ranking in central frameworks

Arshdeep Arshi

ROBBERS IN
AUTO ARRESTED
WITHIN MINUTES
OF ATTACK

I do not know what data was
submitted by the former PU
IQAC director M Rajivlochan.
The score has not been shared
yet. However, I feel that having
CRIKC, Centre for Policy
Research (CPR), and BioNEST
incubation, and being among
the six locations in the country
where technology enabling
centres (TECs) are being set up,
has helped PU in scoring well.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com
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chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A robbery victim’s

MOHALI : A local court has

presence of mind to note
down the assailants’ vehicle
number helped the police
nab the three accused within
an hour.
Police said the victim, Suresh
Thapa of Kishangarh village,
was walking back home on Monday night. As he reached near
Chandigarh Golf Club, an autorickshaw suddenly stopped in
front of him.
Three men got down from the
vehicle and robbed him of his
wallet, containing ₹650, his Aadhaar card and PAN card. The
accused then fled in the autorickshaw, but Thapa managed
to jot down its registration number, and immediately sounded
the police.
With the help of the number,
PCR team patrolling the area
arrested the accused within
minutes.
The accused were identified
as Pintu, 23, Amit Gautam, 22,
and Deshraj, 23.
A case under Sections 394
(voluntarily causing hurt in
committing robbery) and 34
(acts done by several persons in
furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
was registered at the Sector 26
police station.

awarded life imprisonment to
two men for murdering a
50-year-old ragpicker in Dera
Bassi in March last year.
The court also imposed a
fine of ₹10,000 each on the convicts, Shankar Sharma, 55, of
Kheri village, and his brotherin-law Gautam Sharma of
Bhankarpur.
They were convicted for the
murder of Ashok Kumar
Chawla, of Trivedi Camp. His
body was found on March 15,
2018, near Baba Colony. The duo
had bludgeoned the victim’s
head with boulders to conceal
his identity.

HAD ROBBED A
PEDESTRIAN OF HIS
WALLET, CONTAINING
₹650, HIS AADHAAR
CARD AND PAN CARD

VICTIM WENT MISSING
ON MARCH 14, 2018
An unidentified body was found
on March 16, 2018, with the head
disfigured beyond recognition.
An empty liquor bottle, disposable glasses, besides bloodstained boulders were found on
the spot.
The same day, the family of
Ashok Kumar Chawla had
approached the police with a
complaint that he had been
missing since March 14. On the
description given to the police,
the family was shown the
deceased’s body that was identified as that of Ashok by his son
Rubbal Chawla.
Later, police had lodged an
FIR under Sections 302 (murder)
of the Indian Penal Code at the
Mubarikpur police post.
During the course of investigation, police found that Ashok
had left home after receiving a

n

The court also imposed a fine
of ₹10,000 each on the
convicts, Shankar Sharma and
his brother-in-law Gautam
Sharma.
GETTY IMAGES

call from Shankar on March 14,
but never returned home.
Later, one Taranjit Singh told
the police that he had overheard
two persons, consuming liquor
in front of his house, that they
had killed Ashok.
The duo was identified as
Gautam and Shankar and
arrested.
On the disclosure statement
of Shankar, police had recovered a blood-stained shirt from
whose pocket a wallet containing the Aadhaar card of Ashok,
one notebook and ₹40 were
recovered.
Blood-stained
clothes were also recovered
from Gautam’s house.
“The blood-stained boulders
found on the spot helped nail the
accused. The blood group of the
victim matched with the blood
found on the stones and clothes
recovered from the accused,”
said Sanjeev Batra, district
attorney, Mohali.
Stating that justice had been
done, Rubbal said Shankar
knew his father and often used
to visit their house. But he didn’t
know why he killed him.

School on notice over gag order to parents
CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh

Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (CCPCR) has sought
clarification from Ryan International School, Sector 49, for seeking an undertaking from parents
that bars them from talking to the
media. For violating it, their child
can be suspended or even
expelled.
The notice came after the

Chandigarh Parents’ Association
(CPA) complained to the commission on Tuesday. The CCPCR has
sought a reply from the school by
Wednesday.
The undertaking, a copy of
which is with Hindustan Times,
reads: “The school does not
approve the practice of the parents/students indulging in any
anti-school activity or involving

any third party or giving information to Press/TV etc. in the
matters concerning the school
and students. In case the parent/
students indulge in such acts, the
school shall be at liberty to take
appropriate action, which may
include striking off the name of
the student from the school rolls.
In the event of a breach of either,
the school management is at lib-

erty to suspend/cancel the
admission of my child as the case
may be.”
The school authorities refused
to comment on the matter. This is
second such case where parents
were asked to fill an indemnity
bond. Earlier, Mount Carmel
School, Sector 47, had also issued
such a bond, which is being
HTC
probed by the CCPCR.

WRITESTUFF

Hey, what’s cooking today?
GOURMET GOODNESS
Books penned by Michelin star
chefs are selling like hot cakes
in the tricity
Aishwarya Khosla
n

aishwarya.khosla@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : One of the fondest memories of my childhood is being perched on
the kitchen slab with a Sanjeev Kapoor
cookbook, which was almost as big as I
was, and lisping the ingredients to some
delicacy to my mother, pretending to be
‘contributing’ and watching with
breathless delight as the raw ingredients transformed into a heavenly smelling and tasting culinary delight.
Ask TS Central Library, Sector 17,
librarian in-charge Anju Gupta, if in the
age of YouTube, cookbooks have lost
their significance, and she says, “That is
not the case. Every day, we issue around
10 recipe books, especially those penned
by celebrity chefs Nita Mehta, Tarla
Dalal, and Sanjeev Kapoor. Most library
users issuing these books are homemakers but sometimes an odd man or two
takes an interest in these books. However, the youth prefers books on dieting
and nutrition over gourmet cooking.”
Commercially, a different set of
books is getting food enthusiasts to the
stores. Ajay Arora, proprietor of Capital
Book Depot, says, “We have now broken
away from the mould of Nita Mehta,
Tarla Dalal and Sanjeev Kapoor. Specialised books by international chefs
who own Michelin star restaurants are

n

Tricity food aficionados are picking up books by celebrity chefs such as Jamie
Oliver, Tom Kerridge, Saliha Mahmood, Rose Gray and Ruth Rogers. GETTY IMAGES

popular. However, people refer to the
internet for regular recipes. Books
linked to television programmes are
also becoming increasingly popular.”
Thanks to programmes like MasterChef a lot of people, including children,
are interested in cooking, says Pankaj P
Singh, proprietor of the Browser. “Cookbooks have a wide audience from homemakers to professionals. In fact, someone ordered around 20 to 30 cookbooks
recently as they were starting a food-related enterprise. The books pander to a
diverse range of tastes. For instance,
Tarla Dalal and Nita Mehta are staples
for those dabbling in the Indian cuisine
and now Vikas Khanna is doing well.

Those fond of Western cuisines go for
Nigella Lawson and the all-time classic
Joy of Cooking by Irma S Rombauer,”
says Singh. “Certain anthologies such as
Food: An Oxford Anthology and American Food Writing: An Anthology with
Classic Recipes are also doing well.”
A Sector-18 homemaker, Surinder
Bhogal, who is famous for her decadent
cakes, says, “These days I usually look
up recipes on the net but before that I
used to watch Sanjeev Kapoor on television and buy his books, but I certainly
preferred the TV show to his books. He
used to tell us about the loopholes associated with cooking, which one would typically overlook.”

facetoface
DR CHANDER TRIKHA, 75, FORMER DIRECTOR, HARYANA SAHITYA AKADEMI

‘Unlike the west, Indians don’t respect authors’
Dr Chander Trikha, is a
renowned Hindi author
who was born in Pakistan.
He has explored the IndoPak relations, culture and
history, emphasising on the
similarity between the cultures; believing all conflict
to be political. His notable
novels are Sanjhe Pul,
Vibhajan kee Vibhishika
and Ek Sheher Ki Atmakhata (An autobiography of
Lahore). The editor of a
Chandigarh-based daily
newspaper Daily Yougmarg for 25 years, Dr Trikha talks about his writing.

Which authors inspired you to
pursue writing?

for an hour daily. I don’t
claim that everything I
write is a tremendous piece
of literature. My claim is
that if you go on writing certain things, you will
achieve new dimensions.

The Russian playwright
Anton Chekov, the Urdu
poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz, and
Hindi author Dharamvir
Bharati.

Your advice to aspiring writers?
They should read and go
through literature, contemporary and past, Indian and
global, to understand cultural ethos of present times.

Any poet dead or alive you
wish you could meet.
TS Eliot. If we go through
his work, we find that he

What needs to be done to promote literature in the digital age?
n

Dr Chander Trikha

was relevant during my
generation and is equally
relevant today.

Do you have a writing routine?
I sit at my table and write

We must respect writers.
For instance, German
authors are truly worshipped and held in high
esteem. In India, politicisation has created a different
atmosphere and we are forgetting how to respect our
writers and their writings.
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Catchy promo songs that are
nowhere in the film are emerging
as a tool to attract the audience

CURIOUS
CASEOF
PROMO
SONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular song
catches our fancy, we
sometimes end up
watching the whole
movie just because we had
liked that number. However,
often, by the time we finish
watching the film, we find out
that not only has the melody
vanished but, in some cases, is
nowhere to be found in the
closing credit as well. That’s
what’s called the ‘power of
promotional songs’. Of late,
there have been many catchy
numbers such as Sanu Kehndi
from Kesari, Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018), and
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi, that caught on with the
viewers, but weren’t included
in the narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says that
this a “new phenomenon”.
“Makers spend lakhs and
crores of rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so [they]
don’t ghusaao (insert) it into
the film like they used to do.
These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’
and telling people, ‘this is a
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song, come and watch the
film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.”
Composer Anu Malik, who
composed the music for Sui
Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the song,
Sab Badhiya Hai, should have
been a part of the film. “It’s a
catch-22 situation. It was
happening before also, wherein
promo tracks were created to
hit the bullseye. One has to
admit that a very catchy song
grabs eyeballs, and this
country loves music. People
[sometimes] hear the tracks
and decide if they want to
watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we have
to promote the film as well as
its music, but as makers, we
have to put the film first. And
music is a big territory for
producers’ recovery. Also,
audiences can [always] watch
the song on YouTube... It’s not
like early days, where there
were no platforms and the
audiences would feel [confused
about] why the song isn’t
there.”
DJ Chetas, who composed

Taapsee Pannu
(right) was the
first choice for
one of the leads
in Pati Patni Aur
Woh. She was
replaced by
Bhumi Pednekar
(left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

STOP PRESS
Mera Wala Dance from
Simmba (2018), rues that the
song wasn’t promoted enough,
even though it was still aired
towards the end. “The thing is,
promo tracks these days are
not promo tracks. People go to
watch the movie, and still don’t
watch it in the end, unless it is a
huge hit. The bad part is that
these tracks are usually out
closer to the release. The actors
who are promoting the film,
don’t promote the track as it
hadn’t been released before. If I
get an option, I will do a normal
track. You get recognition
there.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

RANVEER NOT
IN DON 3: ZOYA

e impressed the audiences
and the critics alike as the
Dharavi-boy Moeen in
Zoya Akhtar’s Gully Boy. The
actor, Vijay Varma, who was
also appreciated for his
performance as Ankit
Malhotra in Pink (2012), says
that it all began at the theatre
workshops in Hyderabad.
Ask him about his early days
in theatre and acting
workshops, and he says,
“Theatre came to me when I
had no clue about acting. I still
remember the first exercise I
was asked to do. I had to go and
observe an animal and
replicate it in the next session.
There were no dialogues or
anything,” he says.
“That is when things
changed. These workshops
took away all the frills I had, all
the glamour I was enamoured
with and threw it all away. It
made me understand how to
recreate life. At the end of the
day, as actors, we are trying to
recreate something and for
that we need to first
understand who we are.”
When asked him as to
why the younger
generations these days are
not that active in the theatre
scenario, he says that theatre
was never meant to be for
everyone. “Theatre was never
something that could get viral
or get mass attention for
everyone to do it. It is not

H

everyone’s cup of tea because it
requires great level of
discipline and commitment,”
he adds, saying, “Every actor,
who has been in theatre for a
considerable amount of time,
will tell you that you cannot be
lousy and laid-back as a
student. Because if you get on
stage and you flounder, people
will look at you then and
there. Theatre
requires you to
be patient
and
giving.”

ully Boy director Zoya
Akhtar has rubbished
rumours about Ranveer
Singh replacing Shah Rukh
Khan in her brother Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3. Zoya as
reported by Pinkvilla, said,
“No, no. That’s absolute
nonsense.” Zoya was also
asked about the status of
Don 3, to which she replied,
“Na toh main Farhan Akhtar
hoon, na hi main Shah Rukh
Khan ya Ritesh Sidhwani
(producer) hoon.”

G
From top: Stills from
Andhadhun’s title track, Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Poster
Lagwa Do from Luka Chuppi and
Sab Badhiya Hai from Sui
Dhaaga (2018)

Theatre needs you to
be patient, says Vijay
Nishad Neelambaran

‘There’sno
awkwardness
withBhumi’

Vijay Varma
was recently
seen as
Moeen in
Gully Boy

Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing
one of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the
project without intimation.
Her role finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their
equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly,
I had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew
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someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she
was finalised for the project.
“On the day the article
appeared, I was in a flight for a
major portion of the day. As
soon as I landed, I saw a
message and a call from
Bhumi asking me to call her
back. The first thing she said
was, ‘I’m really sorry to know
about this and I didn’t know
about any of this’. She was
really apologetic and said she
didn’t know the back story. I
asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”

TV does
not excite
Gauahar,
as of now

DATES FOR 2020
GOLDEN GLOBES
ANNOUNCED
chedule for the 77th
edition of the Golden
Globes was announced.
The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association unveiled
key dates for run-up to
the annual ceremony. The
award ceremony will air
live on NBC from Beverly
Hills, California. Since 1993
the award ceremony has
aired on NBC. October 25,
2019, is the deadline for
submission of the entry
forms for the awards,
while the nominations will
be announced on
December 9, 2019. On
January 6, 2020, the
presentation ceremony of
the 77th Annual Golden
Globe Awards will be held.
Last year’s Golden Globe
Awards, took place on
January 6 and was hosted
by Sandra Oh and Andy
Samberg.
ANI

S
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coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
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readers.

reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi
for going out of her way to
ensure things were smooth
between them. “She is very
sweet that way. She didn’t
want things to be awkward
between us because we were
starting a new, wonderful
journey together,” the actor
says, adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows
that this wasn’t about her. I
was merely calling out this
kind of unprofessional
behaviour that no actor should
have to go through. I’ve made
an entire career out of
rejections, so you don’t tell me
what it is when you tell an
actor to block dates and then
tell them that they were one of
the options.”

Gauahar Khan
would want to do
a love story on TV
Sneha Mahadevan
auahar Khan made her
film debut with Rocket
Singh: Salesman of the
Year. Ten years later, the actor
admits that though she has not
featured in a lot of projects,
she is happy that she is now a
credible name that filmmakers
turn to when they need an
‘actor’ for a part.
“I am being offered very
interesting stuff and as an
actor, I am getting a lot of
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credibility because amazing
directors are approaching me
to play parts for which they
need good actors. I am very
excited about this phase in my
life and I hope I can also carry
that into films,” she says.
The actor, who has also
hosted events and shows on
TV, is currently hosting a live
show on an app — a territory,
she is admittedly new to.
“It is a very different kind of a
pressure. There is no scope for
mistakes and things have to be

spontaneous. It’s very
challenging and your energy
has to be bang on and your
language has to be absolutely
correct. You cannot fumble too
much because there are no
retakes,” she explains.
Her sister Nigaar has been
seen on several TV shows,
but Gauahar says she is not
inclined to take up a role on
television yet. There has been
some criticism about the kind
of content that’s available on
the small screen but the actor
says that only the makers
cannot be blamed.
“I am no one to say whether
the content on television is
regressive or backward, but
right now, it doesn’t excite me
to take up a role immediately
on TV. As an actor, for me, it
gets difficult to say yes to a
project on television as of now.
But I’d love to be a part of a
romantic show. I am hoping
and waiting to see an amazing
love story on television and I
would love to play the lead in a
show like that,” she ends.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
TAURUS
had
wanted on the academic front.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White
Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
THURSDAY, A PRIL 11, 2019

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
1120 The Adventures of
Tintin
1312 Transformers: Dark of
The Moon
1555 Mission Impossible II
1803 Baywatch
2000 Transformers: The Last
Knight

MATHDOKU

SONY PIX
1047 Deep Blue Sea
1234 The Fast And The
Furious: Tokyo Drift
1445 Suicide Squad
1730 Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
2046 The Mummy

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was TaMil actor Ajith
KuMar’s first Bollywood filM and is
the only Hindi Movie he ever did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

STAR MOVIES
1235 Cinderella
1433 The Wolverine
1654 Ice Age: Collision
Course
1845 Undisputed III:
Redemption
2050 Men In Black 3

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYGNT
AAMR K K
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The universe will reward you for _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

P

Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI

ANI

WB
1040 Cop Out
1223 The Hunter’s Prayer
1353 Drunken Master
1548 Poseidon
1734 The Spiderwick
Chronicles
1906 Fool’s Gold
& PICTURES
1112 Rustom
1418 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1722 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2000 Gold
UTV MOVIES
1110 Souten
1435 Nigahen: Nagina Part II
1735 Ek Tsunami Jwalamukhi
2020 Damini
ZEE CINEMA
1156 Chennai Express
1514 Daringbaaz 3
1744 Khatarnak Ishq
2100 Himmatwar

Julianne joins series
based on Stephen
King’s horror romance

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)
PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Light Grey

Actor Julianne Moore
PHOTO: JON KOPALOFF/AFP

ulianne Moore will be
starring in the adaptation
of Stephen King’s 2006
horror-romance Lisey’s Story.
A streaming platform has
handed out an eight-episode
straight-to-series order. The
series will be titled the same
as the book, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stephen King, besides
being the executive producer
alongside Moore, will write all
the episodes — which is rare
for the writer.
JJ Abrams and Ben
Stephenson will also be the
executive producers. The hunt
for the director is still on.
Described as a ‘deeply
personal thriller’, the series
follows Lisey (Moore), the
protagonist two years after the
death of her husband. In the
course of time, Lisey comes
across amazing realities about
him that she forgot.

J

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

STEPHEN KING,
BESIDES
BEING THE EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER
ALONGSIDE MOORE,
WILL WRITE ALL THE
EPISODES
Lisey’s Story is the third for
Abrams’ production at Apple
after Little Voice and My
Glory Was I Had Such Friends.
Moore is a five-time Oscar
nominee, and won the award
in the Best Actress category
for Still Alice in 2015. Lisey’s
Story is her first major role in
a series since her Emmywinning role in As the World
Turns. The actor has also
played former Alaska
governor Sarah Palin in the
series Game Change.
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JUSTIN BIEBER
MOCKS SHAWN
MENDES

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES
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inger Justin Bieber took
a dig at his fellow
Canadian singer Shawn
Mendes after the Treat
You Better hitmaker posted a
magazine cover that had
‘prince of pop’ written on it.
According to reports,
Mendes has been named
prince of pop by a British
magazine. Bieber soon mocked
Mendes in a comment on the
Instagram post.
Bieber, 25, challenged
Mendes to a hockey match to
fight for the title and joked that
he would “have to break a few
more records” before he had a
shot at being named pop
royalty.
The comment received
IANS
thousands of likes.

Krystle
D’souza

S

Sun-kissed
Katrina Kaif posted this photograph on her Instagram
account with the caption, “Sky above,sand below, peace
within”.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

QUOTE HANGER
AUDITIONS WERE
LIKE A BLOODY
JAIL WHERE YOU
HAVE TO SAY
YOUR NAME,
NUMBER AND
ACT OUT
SOMETHING.

I DON’T LOOK AT
IT AS
HOLLYWOOD OR
BOLLYWOOD,
BUT MY ROOTS
ARE HERE, AND
YOU CAN’T TAKE
INDIA OUT OF ME.

SIDHARTH
MALHOTRA, ACTOR

DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, ACTOR

(Left)
Shawn
Mendes;
Justin Bieber
PHOTOS: AFP, EPA

OprahWinfreydonates$2
milliontoPuertoRicorelief
prah Winfrey is donating
$2 million to help rebuild
Puerto Rico and support
arts and cultural programs
after the devastating 2017
hurricane.
The Hispanic Federation
and the Flamboyan Arts Fund
said in a statement that $1
million would go to support
long-term needs after
Hurricane Maria, and a
further $1 million would be
devoted to arts and culture
programs on the island.

O

Oprah
Winfrey
PHOTO: AFP

Winfrey, one of the most
influential media moguls in
the United States, said she
was inspired by the efforts of
musical theatre creator LinManuel Miranda, who took
his hit stage show Hamilton to
the island for a limited run in
January.
“I was so moved by LinManuel Miranda’s
commitment to bring
Hamilton to Puerto Rico
and support the community
that served him growing

up that I wanted to join in
the revitalisation efforts
of an island so rich in culture,
beauty and heritage,”
Winfrey said in a statement.
Hurricane Maria,
which struck Puerto Rico
in September 2017, killed
an estimated 3,000 people
in the US territory, destroyed
homes and infrastructure,
and left much of the
island without drinking
water or electricity for
— REUTERS
months.

Siddhant and Megha headed for a spilt?

Megha Gupta
and Siddhant
KarnickPHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SIDDHANTKARNICK

Kavita Awaasthi
ctors Siddhant Karnick
and Megha Gupta got
married on August 16,
2016. But now, after over two
years of marriage, there are
speculations that all isn’t well
between the couple.
Siddhant and Megha have
been part of many TV serials

A

including Ek Tha Raja Ek Thi
Rani and Dream Girl
respectively. They met at
actor Vivian Dsena’s birthday
party in 2015 and became
friends. Soon after, they
started dating and surprised
many people with their
announcement of marriage.
They had a court wedding and
a private celebration for close

friends. This is Megha’s
second marriage. She
was earlier married to
businessman Aditya
Shroff for four years
and got divorced in 2014.
The couple used to post
photos of each other on
social media, but since
December 2018, they
have not been posting

anything about each other
online. They have also
unfollowed each other on
Instagram and apparently are
living separately, too. We got
in touch with Megha, who was
calm about the queries
regarding their breakup and
replied, “I don’t want to talk
about it,” and didn’t deny or
confirm the rumours.

‘It got annoying to
play the good bahu’
Kavita Awaasthi
he has played the
righteous bahu and beti
in many TV dramas
including Ek Hazaaron Mein
Meri Behna Hai, Ek Nayi
Pehchaan, Brahmarakshas
and Belan Wali Bahu. But
now, Krystle D’souza is
excited to be playing a “flawed
role”. The actor talks about
the challenging role, her 11year-long career and more.

S

You are shooting for a
digital series. What drew
you to the project?
I wanted to work on the digital
medium because it is the
future of entertainment. I
have done so much work on
TV that there is only so much
that you can do for a while. I
wanted to take a break from
daily soaps and do a digital
show. I loved the young,
modern story of the show,
which has real characters. In
fact, everyone has a grey
shade in the show which was
exciting for me. It got
annoying to play the good girl
and a bahu-beti for a long time
on TV. It is easy for me to play
the same kind of roles I have
played in the past. So, I
wanted a challenge.

How did it feel to be away from
TV for over 10 months?
It’s a good thing to take a
break from a character
you’re playing for 12 hours a
day. The audience too is ready
to accept you in a new role
and image after a break. You
can’t be jumping from one
role to the other. Moreover, I
love taking breaks and
enjoying myself. What is the
point in working and only
working and not having the
time to enjoy the money you
make.
You usually refrain from talking
about your personal life…
And I still don’t. I am here to
work, and I don’t see the need
to talk about it.
Would you date an actor?
I would date a human being. It
doesn’t matter what his
profession is.
Are you looking for love?
No. I am looking for good
work and in the process, if I
find love then great. If not, I
am too busy working on
myself to be looking for
anything. For things to fall in
place, you have to stop
looking.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Madonna to perform at Eurovision in Israel
ccording to reports, pop
superstar Madonna will
be a guest performer
at the Eurovision Song
Contest in Israel next
month.
The singer’s
US representatives
confirmed the reports of
Israeli media that Madonna
will perform two songs in Tel
Aviv during the three-day
Eurovsion competition in
May.
The contest will feature
musicians from more than
40 nations.

A

Israel was chosen to
host the contest after
local singer Netta Barzilai
won last year in Portugal with
her song Toy, propelling her
to international stardom.
The winning country
customarily hosts the
following year.
The Israeli venue has
already prompted calls for a
boycott by pro-Palestinian
activists, who are
campaigning for companies,
performers and governments
to disengage from Israel.
In January, around 50

British celebrities, including
singers Roger Waters and
Peter Gabriel, wrote a letter
calling on the BBC to press
for the 2019 Eurovision
contest to be relocated.
Madonna took her world
tours to Israel in 2009
and 2012 and has been a
follower of the mystical
form of Judaism called
Kabbalah.
She has been working
on an untitled new album
since the past several
months.

REUTERS

Huma
Qureshi

As a public figure, I
hope to help: Huma

PHOTO: RAHUL

Sneha Mahadevan

JHANGIANI

uma Qureshi will be
spending some time today
with thalassemia warriors
from The Wishing Factory
(TWF), an NGO that works for
the welfare of thalassemia
major and blood cancer
patients. The organisation
supports underprivileged
patients by making their
wishes come true with
individual and corporate
philanthropic support.
A source reveals, “When
Huma was approached by the
people at the organisation for a
meet-and-greet session, she
was more than happy to be a
part of the initiative. The
patients will play games and
interact with her along with
celebrating the birthdays of
April born warriors. The

H

thalassemia warriors will be
sharing the stories of their
struggles with Huma and hope
to take some inspiration from
her. When Huma was informed
that TWF has fulfilled over 375
wishes of patients so far, along
with supporting health and
education of over 1,000 patients
across India, she was happy
and wanted to help them in
whichever way possible.”
Talking about the initiative,
Huma says, “There are close to
70,000 thalassemia patients in
our country and approximately
9,000 to 10,000 cases get added
every year. These alarming
statistics call for urgent
attention towards the disorder.
TWF has done some great work
in educating and creating
awareness towards the cause
and as a public figure, I hope to
help them in this endeavour.”
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PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

CANVOTE, WON’TVOTE?
WHAT AILSTHE THIRD GENDER
Glares, lack of queues and fake promises keep transgender voters away from exercising their franchise

Ruchika Garg
t was back in 2014 that the
transgender community got
recognised as a third gender
by the Supreme Court of
India; a landmark move that
the community celebrated.
Last year, they also got
recognised under the
independent gender category
in the PAN application form.
While these moves were
indications of a more inclusive
society where the third gender
could lead a life equal to any
other, the reality is still far

I

from it. A major part of the
community still doesn’t vote,
which is a basic right that
every Indian should exercise.
A special drive organised in
Chandni Chowk recently
encouraged more transgender
voters to enrol in the electoral
roll. The idea of a special pick
and drop facility was also
introduced for transgender
voters on voting day. We spoke
to a few community members
about their voting experiences
and what can be done to
improve the turnout.
n

NO REPRESENTATION,
HENCE NO VOTING
Noida-based Deepak,
who has been spreading
awareness in the
community, shares, “Most
transgender people avoid
voting. Unhein lagta hai
jab sarkar hi hamare liye
kuch nahin kar rahi to hum
kyun vote karne jayein. For
example, when the
transgender bill was
passed in Lok Sabha, there
was hardly anyone from
the community to discuss
it. Jiske liye bill hai usi ko hi
nahin maloom ki kya hai
bill mein. There was no
survey done before
making the bill, toh
hamara interest to khatam
hoga hi na!”

LAME PROMISES VEX
THE COMMUNITY
Aparna Banerjee, who
hails from Kolkata, says,
“Yes, I vote and my
experience is like any
other (non-transpeople). It
has been good so far. I
know that majority of my
community don’t cast
their vote because they
are either not enrolled, or
they are vexed with the
lame promises of the
leaders.”

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com

THERE SHOULD BE
SEPARATE QUEUES
Senior programme officer
at India HIV/AIDS Alliance
in Delhi, Simran Shaikh,
who works closely with
the community, says, “Due
to regular travelling, I’ve
never gone to the booth
and voted. However, for
those who do, there is a
need to make changes in
the process. I believe there
should be a separate line
for transgender voters.
When there can be one for
males and females, then
why not for them? Due to
the longer queues, the
community has to deal
with vulgar comments.
They should be able to
vote really quick. The pick
and drop facility is an
amazing step. Sabhi states
ki constituencies mein
hona chahiye.”

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY; PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT

SOCIETY HAS TO BE
SENSITISED
Rijwan aka Ramkali, who
works with the Noida NGO
Basera, says, “Since there is
no queue for us, toh main
rambaan (effective
solution) use karti hun —
taliyaan bajate hain aur

sabse aagey jate hai.
Those who want to stare
can stare, those who want
to comment can comment,
I don’t care. Mera kaam
vote karna tha, aur main
kar aati hun. Also, I feel
society as a whole is also
required to be sensitised
and informed about
inclusivity.”

COMMON QUEUES,
STARES, AND ABUSE
Whisky, who has been living
with her family, says, she
makes it a point to cast her
vote. “I look like a boy, mere
hairstyle se main ladka hi
lagti hoon. Mere ID card pe
bhi ‘male’ marked hai. I go
and stand in the men’s line

and I get hardly recognised
as transgender. So, it’s easy
for me to vote but jinka
appearance ladki wala hai,
unke liye mushkil hota hai.
Their IDs say male and no
matter whatever queue
they choose, they have to
face mental torture due to
constant stares and
comments. So, most of
them choose not to go.”

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT
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Catchy promo songs that are
nowhere in the film are emerging
as a tool to attract the audience

CURIOUS
CASEOF
PROMO
SONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular song
catches our fancy, we
sometimes end up
watching the whole
movie just because we had
liked that number. However,
often, by the time we finish
watching the film, we find out
that not only has the melody
vanished but, in some cases, is
nowhere to be found in the
closing credit as well. That’s
what’s called the ‘power of
promotional songs’. Of late,
there have been many catchy
numbers such as Sanu Kehndi
from Kesari, Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018), and
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi, that caught on with the
viewers, but weren’t included
in the narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says that
this a “new phenomenon”.
“Makers spend lakhs and
crores of rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so [they]
don’t ghusaao (insert) it into
the film like they used to do.
These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’
and telling people, ‘this is a

W

song, come and watch the
film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.”
Composer Anu Malik, who
composed the music for Sui
Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the song,
Sab Badhiya Hai, should have
been a part of the film. “It’s a
catch-22 situation. It was
happening before also, wherein
promo tracks were created to
hit the bullseye. One has to
admit that a very catchy song
grabs eyeballs, and this
country loves music. People
[sometimes] hear the tracks
and decide if they want to
watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we have
to promote the film as well as
its music, but as makers, we
have to put the film first. And
music is a big territory for
producers’ recovery. Also,
audiences can [always] watch
the song on YouTube... It’s not
like early days, where there
were no platforms and the
audiences would feel [confused
about] why the song isn’t
there.”
DJ Chetas, who composed

Taapsee Pannu
(right) was the
first choice for
one of the leads
in Pati Patni Aur
Woh. She was
replaced by
Bhumi Pednekar
(left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

STOP PRESS
Mera Wala Dance from
Simmba (2018), rues that the
song wasn’t promoted enough,
even though it was still aired
towards the end. “The thing is,
promo tracks these days are
not promo tracks. People go to
watch the movie, and still don’t
watch it in the end, unless it is a
huge hit. The bad part is that
these tracks are usually out
closer to the release. The actors
who are promoting the film,
don’t promote the track as it
hadn’t been released before. If I
get an option, I will do a normal
track. You get recognition
there.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

RANVEER NOT
IN DON 3: ZOYA

e impressed the audiences
and the critics alike as the
Dharavi-boy Moeen in
Zoya Akhtar’s Gully Boy. The
actor, Vijay Varma, who was
also appreciated for his
performance as Ankit
Malhotra in Pink (2012), says
that it all began at the theatre
workshops in Hyderabad.
Ask him about his early days
in theatre and acting
workshops, and he says,
“Theatre came to me when I
had no clue about acting. I still
remember the first exercise I
was asked to do. I had to go and
observe an animal and
replicate it in the next session.
There were no dialogues or
anything,” he says.
“That is when things
changed. These workshops
took away all the frills I had, all
the glamour I was enamoured
with and threw it all away. It
made me understand how to
recreate life. At the end of the
day, as actors, we are trying to
recreate something and for
that we need to first
understand who we are.”
When asked him as to
why the younger
generations these days are
not that active in the theatre
scenario, he says that theatre
was never meant to be for
everyone. “Theatre was never
something that could get viral
or get mass attention for
everyone to do it. It is not

H

everyone’s cup of tea because it
requires great level of
discipline and commitment,”
he adds, saying, “Every actor,
who has been in theatre for a
considerable amount of time,
will tell you that you cannot be
lousy and laid-back as a
student. Because if you get on
stage and you flounder, people
will look at you then and
there. Theatre
requires you to
be patient
and
giving.”

ully Boy director Zoya
Akhtar has rubbished
rumours about Ranveer
Singh replacing Shah Rukh
Khan in her brother Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3. Zoya as
reported by Pinkvilla, said,
“No, no. That’s absolute
nonsense.” Zoya was also
asked about the status of
Don 3, to which she replied,
“Na toh main Farhan Akhtar
hoon, na hi main Shah Rukh
Khan ya Ritesh Sidhwani
(producer) hoon.”

G
From top: Stills from
Andhadhun’s title track, Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Poster
Lagwa Do from Luka Chuppi and
Sab Badhiya Hai from Sui
Dhaaga (2018)

Theatre needs you to
be patient, says Vijay
Nishad Neelambaran

‘There’sno
awkwardness
withBhumi’

Vijay Varma
was recently
seen as
Moeen in
Gully Boy

Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing
one of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the
project without intimation.
Her role finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their
equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly,
I had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew

A

someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she
was finalised for the project.
“On the day the article
appeared, I was in a flight for a
major portion of the day. As
soon as I landed, I saw a
message and a call from
Bhumi asking me to call her
back. The first thing she said
was, ‘I’m really sorry to know
about this and I didn’t know
about any of this’. She was
really apologetic and said she
didn’t know the back story. I
asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”

TV does
not excite
Gauahar,
as of now

DATES FOR 2020
GOLDEN GLOBES
ANNOUNCED
chedule for the 77th
edition of the Golden
Globes was announced.
The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association unveiled
key dates for run-up to
the annual ceremony. The
award ceremony will air
live on NBC from Beverly
Hills, California. Since 1993
the award ceremony has
aired on NBC. October 25,
2019, is the deadline for
submission of the entry
forms for the awards,
while the nominations will
be announced on
December 9, 2019. On
January 6, 2020, the
presentation ceremony of
the 77th Annual Golden
Globe Awards will be held.
Last year’s Golden Globe
Awards, took place on
January 6 and was hosted
by Sandra Oh and Andy
Samberg.
ANI

S

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi
for going out of her way to
ensure things were smooth
between them. “She is very
sweet that way. She didn’t
want things to be awkward
between us because we were
starting a new, wonderful
journey together,” the actor
says, adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows
that this wasn’t about her. I
was merely calling out this
kind of unprofessional
behaviour that no actor should
have to go through. I’ve made
an entire career out of
rejections, so you don’t tell me
what it is when you tell an
actor to block dates and then
tell them that they were one of
the options.”

Gauahar Khan
would want to do
a love story on TV
Sneha Mahadevan
auahar Khan made her
film debut with Rocket
Singh: Salesman of the
Year. Ten years later, the actor
admits that though she has not
featured in a lot of projects,
she is happy that she is now a
credible name that filmmakers
turn to when they need an
‘actor’ for a part.
“I am being offered very
interesting stuff and as an
actor, I am getting a lot of

G

credibility because amazing
directors are approaching me
to play parts for which they
need good actors. I am very
excited about this phase in my
life and I hope I can also carry
that into films,” she says.
The actor, who has also
hosted events and shows on
TV, is currently hosting a live
show on an app — a territory,
she is admittedly new to.
“It is a very different kind of a
pressure. There is no scope for
mistakes and things have to be

spontaneous. It’s very
challenging and your energy
has to be bang on and your
language has to be absolutely
correct. You cannot fumble too
much because there are no
retakes,” she explains.
Her sister Nigaar has been
seen on several TV shows,
but Gauahar says she is not
inclined to take up a role on
television yet. There has been
some criticism about the kind
of content that’s available on
the small screen but the actor
says that only the makers
cannot be blamed.
“I am no one to say whether
the content on television is
regressive or backward, but
right now, it doesn’t excite me
to take up a role immediately
on TV. As an actor, for me, it
gets difficult to say yes to a
project on television as of now.
But I’d love to be a part of a
romantic show. I am hoping
and waiting to see an amazing
love story on television and I
would love to play the lead in a
show like that,” she ends.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
TAURUS
had
wanted on the academic front.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White
Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS
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(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
1120 The Adventures of
Tintin
1312 Transformers: Dark of
The Moon
1555 Mission Impossible II
1803 Baywatch
2000 Transformers: The Last
Knight

MATHDOKU

SONY PIX
1047 Deep Blue Sea
1234 The Fast And The
Furious: Tokyo Drift
1445 Suicide Squad
1730 Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
2046 The Mummy

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was TaMil actor Ajith
KuMar’s first Bollywood filM and is
the only Hindi Movie he ever did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

STAR MOVIES
1235 Cinderella
1433 The Wolverine
1654 Ice Age: Collision
Course
1845 Undisputed III:
Redemption
2050 Men In Black 3

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYGNT
AAMR K K
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The universe will reward you for _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

P

Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI

ANI

WB
1040 Cop Out
1223 The Hunter’s Prayer
1353 Drunken Master
1548 Poseidon
1734 The Spiderwick
Chronicles
1906 Fool’s Gold
& PICTURES
1112 Rustom
1418 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1722 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2000 Gold
UTV MOVIES
1110 Souten
1435 Nigahen: Nagina Part II
1735 Ek Tsunami Jwalamukhi
2020 Damini
ZEE CINEMA
1156 Chennai Express
1514 Daringbaaz 3
1744 Khatarnak Ishq
2100 Himmatwar

Julianne joins series
based on Stephen
King’s horror romance

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)
PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Light Grey

Actor Julianne Moore
PHOTO: JON KOPALOFF/AFP

ulianne Moore will be
starring in the adaptation
of Stephen King’s 2006
horror-romance Lisey’s Story.
A streaming platform has
handed out an eight-episode
straight-to-series order. The
series will be titled the same
as the book, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stephen King, besides
being the executive producer
alongside Moore, will write all
the episodes — which is rare
for the writer.
JJ Abrams and Ben
Stephenson will also be the
executive producers. The hunt
for the director is still on.
Described as a ‘deeply
personal thriller’, the series
follows Lisey (Moore), the
protagonist two years after the
death of her husband. In the
course of time, Lisey comes
across amazing realities about
him that she forgot.

J

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

STEPHEN KING,
BESIDES
BEING THE EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER
ALONGSIDE MOORE,
WILL WRITE ALL THE
EPISODES
Lisey’s Story is the third for
Abrams’ production at Apple
after Little Voice and My
Glory Was I Had Such Friends.
Moore is a five-time Oscar
nominee, and won the award
in the Best Actress category
for Still Alice in 2015. Lisey’s
Story is her first major role in
a series since her Emmywinning role in As the World
Turns. The actor has also
played former Alaska
governor Sarah Palin in the
series Game Change.
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JUSTIN BIEBER
MOCKS SHAWN
MENDES

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES
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inger Justin Bieber took
a dig at his fellow
Canadian singer Shawn
Mendes after the Treat
You Better hitmaker posted a
magazine cover that had
‘prince of pop’ written on it.
According to reports,
Mendes has been named
prince of pop by a British
magazine. Bieber soon mocked
Mendes in a comment on the
Instagram post.
Bieber, 25, challenged
Mendes to a hockey match to
fight for the title and joked that
he would “have to break a few
more records” before he had a
shot at being named pop
royalty.
The comment received
IANS
thousands of likes.

Krystle
D’souza

S

Sun-kissed
Katrina Kaif posted this photograph on her Instagram
account with the caption, “Sky above,sand below, peace
within”.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

QUOTE HANGER
AUDITIONS WERE
LIKE A BLOODY
JAIL WHERE YOU
HAVE TO SAY
YOUR NAME,
NUMBER AND
ACT OUT
SOMETHING.

I DON’T LOOK AT
IT AS
HOLLYWOOD OR
BOLLYWOOD,
BUT MY ROOTS
ARE HERE, AND
YOU CAN’T TAKE
INDIA OUT OF ME.

SIDHARTH
MALHOTRA, ACTOR

DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, ACTOR

(Left)
Shawn
Mendes;
Justin Bieber
PHOTOS: AFP, EPA

OprahWinfreydonates$2
milliontoPuertoRicorelief
prah Winfrey is donating
$2 million to help rebuild
Puerto Rico and support
arts and cultural programs
after the devastating 2017
hurricane.
The Hispanic Federation
and the Flamboyan Arts Fund
said in a statement that $1
million would go to support
long-term needs after
Hurricane Maria, and a
further $1 million would be
devoted to arts and culture
programs on the island.

O

Oprah
Winfrey
PHOTO: AFP

Winfrey, one of the most
influential media moguls in
the United States, said she
was inspired by the efforts of
musical theatre creator LinManuel Miranda, who took
his hit stage show Hamilton to
the island for a limited run in
January.
“I was so moved by LinManuel Miranda’s
commitment to bring
Hamilton to Puerto Rico
and support the community
that served him growing

up that I wanted to join in
the revitalisation efforts
of an island so rich in culture,
beauty and heritage,”
Winfrey said in a statement.
Hurricane Maria,
which struck Puerto Rico
in September 2017, killed
an estimated 3,000 people
in the US territory, destroyed
homes and infrastructure,
and left much of the
island without drinking
water or electricity for
— REUTERS
months.

Siddhant and Megha headed for a spilt?

Megha Gupta
and Siddhant
KarnickPHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SIDDHANTKARNICK

Kavita Awaasthi
ctors Siddhant Karnick
and Megha Gupta got
married on August 16,
2016. But now, after over two
years of marriage, there are
speculations that all isn’t well
between the couple.
Siddhant and Megha have
been part of many TV serials

A

including Ek Tha Raja Ek Thi
Rani and Dream Girl
respectively. They met at
actor Vivian Dsena’s birthday
party in 2015 and became
friends. Soon after, they
started dating and surprised
many people with their
announcement of marriage.
They had a court wedding and
a private celebration for close

friends. This is Megha’s
second marriage. She
was earlier married to
businessman Aditya
Shroff for four years
and got divorced in 2014.
The couple used to post
photos of each other on
social media, but since
December 2018, they
have not been posting

anything about each other
online. They have also
unfollowed each other on
Instagram and apparently are
living separately, too. We got
in touch with Megha, who was
calm about the queries
regarding their breakup and
replied, “I don’t want to talk
about it,” and didn’t deny or
confirm the rumours.

‘It got annoying to
play the good bahu’
Kavita Awaasthi
he has played the
righteous bahu and beti
in many TV dramas
including Ek Hazaaron Mein
Meri Behna Hai, Ek Nayi
Pehchaan, Brahmarakshas
and Belan Wali Bahu. But
now, Krystle D’souza is
excited to be playing a “flawed
role”. The actor talks about
the challenging role, her 11year-long career and more.

S

You are shooting for a
digital series. What drew
you to the project?
I wanted to work on the digital
medium because it is the
future of entertainment. I
have done so much work on
TV that there is only so much
that you can do for a while. I
wanted to take a break from
daily soaps and do a digital
show. I loved the young,
modern story of the show,
which has real characters. In
fact, everyone has a grey
shade in the show which was
exciting for me. It got
annoying to play the good girl
and a bahu-beti for a long time
on TV. It is easy for me to play
the same kind of roles I have
played in the past. So, I
wanted a challenge.

How did it feel to be away from
TV for over 10 months?
It’s a good thing to take a
break from a character
you’re playing for 12 hours a
day. The audience too is ready
to accept you in a new role
and image after a break. You
can’t be jumping from one
role to the other. Moreover, I
love taking breaks and
enjoying myself. What is the
point in working and only
working and not having the
time to enjoy the money you
make.
You usually refrain from talking
about your personal life…
And I still don’t. I am here to
work, and I don’t see the need
to talk about it.
Would you date an actor?
I would date a human being. It
doesn’t matter what his
profession is.
Are you looking for love?
No. I am looking for good
work and in the process, if I
find love then great. If not, I
am too busy working on
myself to be looking for
anything. For things to fall in
place, you have to stop
looking.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Madonna to perform at Eurovision in Israel
ccording to reports, pop
superstar Madonna will
be a guest performer
at the Eurovision Song
Contest in Israel next
month.
The singer’s
US representatives
confirmed the reports of
Israeli media that Madonna
will perform two songs in Tel
Aviv during the three-day
Eurovsion competition in
May.
The contest will feature
musicians from more than
40 nations.

A

Israel was chosen to
host the contest after
local singer Netta Barzilai
won last year in Portugal with
her song Toy, propelling her
to international stardom.
The winning country
customarily hosts the
following year.
The Israeli venue has
already prompted calls for a
boycott by pro-Palestinian
activists, who are
campaigning for companies,
performers and governments
to disengage from Israel.
In January, around 50

British celebrities, including
singers Roger Waters and
Peter Gabriel, wrote a letter
calling on the BBC to press
for the 2019 Eurovision
contest to be relocated.
Madonna took her world
tours to Israel in 2009
and 2012 and has been a
follower of the mystical
form of Judaism called
Kabbalah.
She has been working
on an untitled new album
since the past several
months.

REUTERS

Huma
Qureshi

As a public figure, I
hope to help: Huma

PHOTO: RAHUL

Sneha Mahadevan

JHANGIANI

uma Qureshi will be
spending some time today
with thalassemia warriors
from The Wishing Factory
(TWF), an NGO that works for
the welfare of thalassemia
major and blood cancer
patients. The organisation
supports underprivileged
patients by making their
wishes come true with
individual and corporate
philanthropic support.
A source reveals, “When
Huma was approached by the
people at the organisation for a
meet-and-greet session, she
was more than happy to be a
part of the initiative. The
patients will play games and
interact with her along with
celebrating the birthdays of
April born warriors. The

H

thalassemia warriors will be
sharing the stories of their
struggles with Huma and hope
to take some inspiration from
her. When Huma was informed
that TWF has fulfilled over 375
wishes of patients so far, along
with supporting health and
education of over 1,000 patients
across India, she was happy
and wanted to help them in
whichever way possible.”
Talking about the initiative,
Huma says, “There are close to
70,000 thalassemia patients in
our country and approximately
9,000 to 10,000 cases get added
every year. These alarming
statistics call for urgent
attention towards the disorder.
TWF has done some great work
in educating and creating
awareness towards the cause
and as a public figure, I hope to
help them in this endeavour.”
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CANVOTE, WON’TVOTE?
WHAT AILSTHE THIRD GENDER
Glares, lack of queues and fake promises keep transgender voters away from exercising their franchise

Ruchika Garg
t was back in 2014 that the
transgender community got
recognised as a third gender
by the Supreme Court of
India; a landmark move that
the community celebrated.
Last year, they also got
recognised under the
independent gender category
in the PAN application form.
While these moves were
indications of a more inclusive
society where the third gender
could lead a life equal to any
other, the reality is still far

I

from it. A major part of the
community still doesn’t vote,
which is a basic right that
every Indian should exercise.
A special drive organised in
Chandni Chowk recently
encouraged more transgender
voters to enrol in the electoral
roll. The idea of a special pick
and drop facility was also
introduced for transgender
voters on voting day. We spoke
to a few community members
about their voting experiences
and what can be done to
improve the turnout.
n

NO REPRESENTATION,
HENCE NO VOTING
Noida-based Deepak,
who has been spreading
awareness in the
community, shares, “Most
transgender people avoid
voting. Unhein lagta hai
jab sarkar hi hamare liye
kuch nahin kar rahi to hum
kyun vote karne jayein. For
example, when the
transgender bill was
passed in Lok Sabha, there
was hardly anyone from
the community to discuss
it. Jiske liye bill hai usi ko hi
nahin maloom ki kya hai
bill mein. There was no
survey done before
making the bill, toh
hamara interest to khatam
hoga hi na!”

LAME PROMISES VEX
THE COMMUNITY
Aparna Banerjee, who
hails from Kolkata, says,
“Yes, I vote and my
experience is like any
other (non-transpeople). It
has been good so far. I
know that majority of my
community don’t cast
their vote because they
are either not enrolled, or
they are vexed with the
lame promises of the
leaders.”

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com

THERE SHOULD BE
SEPARATE QUEUES
Senior programme officer
at India HIV/AIDS Alliance
in Delhi, Simran Shaikh,
who works closely with
the community, says, “Due
to regular travelling, I’ve
never gone to the booth
and voted. However, for
those who do, there is a
need to make changes in
the process. I believe there
should be a separate line
for transgender voters.
When there can be one for
males and females, then
why not for them? Due to
the longer queues, the
community has to deal
with vulgar comments.
They should be able to
vote really quick. The pick
and drop facility is an
amazing step. Sabhi states
ki constituencies mein
hona chahiye.”

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY; PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT

SOCIETY HAS TO BE
SENSITISED
Rijwan aka Ramkali, who
works with the Noida NGO
Basera, says, “Since there is
no queue for us, toh main
rambaan (effective
solution) use karti hun —
taliyaan bajate hain aur

sabse aagey jate hai.
Those who want to stare
can stare, those who want
to comment can comment,
I don’t care. Mera kaam
vote karna tha, aur main
kar aati hun. Also, I feel
society as a whole is also
required to be sensitised
and informed about
inclusivity.”

COMMON QUEUES,
STARES, AND ABUSE
Whisky, who has been living
with her family, says, she
makes it a point to cast her
vote. “I look like a boy, mere
hairstyle se main ladka hi
lagti hoon. Mere ID card pe
bhi ‘male’ marked hai. I go
and stand in the men’s line

and I get hardly recognised
as transgender. So, it’s easy
for me to vote but jinka
appearance ladki wala hai,
unke liye mushkil hota hai.
Their IDs say male and no
matter whatever queue
they choose, they have to
face mental torture due to
constant stares and
comments. So, most of
them choose not to go.”

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

‘Wanttodoahard-hittingshow
butnotaboutghostsandspirits’

Action junkie Prabhas’ latest
film to have his fav stunt

Prabhas’
latest film
will have
a jetman
sequence

Rishabh Suri

TV actor Aishwarya Sakhuja
is ‘itching to get back to acting’
after a two-year break that
wasn’t ‘conscious’ but just
happened on its own
Sangeeta Yadav
here is no dearth of daily
soaps on the small screen
and actors are spoilt for
choice. However, Aishwarya
Sakhuja clearly isn’t in any
sort of a rush. In fact, she
prefers to wait for the “right
project” and not take up
something just to have longer
screen presence. After a
hiatus of two years, the 32year-old actor is now “itching
to get back to acting and do
some good work.” In a
freewheeling chat, the Saas
Bina Sasural actor opens up
about this break she took,
facing anxiety attacks and the
struggle to get good work.
Excerpts:

T

You’ve played lead roles in shows
such as Saas Bina Sasural, Main
Naa Bhoolungi, Trideviyaan and
Sarabhai vs Sarabhai: Take 2.
What made you take a break?
It wasn’t a conscious choice,
but somehow, I just couldn’t
relate to the trend of
supernatural dramas that
were repeatedly offered to me.
I have not been able to
connect with that genre and
each time, I end up saying no.
I haven’t been able to wrap
my head around the fact that
for 12 hours of my life, for a
year or whatever time the
show will last, I will be
portraying a character I am
not convinced with. And I feel
because of a daily telecast, we
don’t get the time to execute
such shows aesthetically.
Was there any sort of anxiety
when your shows went off air?
I am someone who has that
constant feeling of anxiety. I
often wake up thinking
‘maybe today I’ll receive a call
that will bring me closer to

ctor Prabhas is a known
action junkie. And his
love for action should not
come as a surprise, given that
he was a part of the Baahubali
film series (2015 and 2017)
which was a pure adrenaline
rush.
In fact, the Baahubali
franchise was where he got to
show off his skills. And in his
next film, Saaho, Prabhas will
perform his own stunts.
A source says, “Prabhas
loves action ever since he
watched Hollywood films such
as Terminator (1984) and
Judgement Day (1991), and
loved them. In Baahubali, he
got to do mountain climbing
and crossing rivers. In Saaho,
he has taken it a notch higher

A

my choice of work’. I won’t
call myself insecure, but yes,
it does play havoc with my
mind when work of my liking
doesn’t come my way.

So has it been a constant
struggle when it comes to
getting the desired kind of work?
The real struggle is to show
patience when you are not
offered roles as good as your
earlier ones. When you have
been in the industry for so
long, the struggle is to break
the stereotype that gets made.
In these two years, did you miss
facing the camera?
Yes, I did. But now, I’m hoping
that it won’t be long when I
will be seen entertaining
people, again. I’m itching to
get back to acting. I want to do
a hard-hitting show that isn’t
about ghosts and spirits but
about human relationships. I
enjoy that genre and of
course, comedy will always
remain close to my heart.

‘I said no to playing God on TV’
Sangeeta Yadav
o play God in a largerthan-life mythology
show is probably an
actor’s dream, especially
looking at the adulation it
brings and the connect it
forges with audiences of all
age groups. But when actor
Pooja Gor was approached
to play a God, she turned
down the offer.
“There are so many
shows that have happened
for which I have given the
look test. One of them was
Pooja Sharma’s role in the
Mahakali show. Playing
God or doing any
mythological show is
fascinating and tempting,
and I did think a lot before
saying no but it isn’t
something I would see
myself doing,” says Pooja,
who made her film debut
last year with Kedarnath
and will next be seen
playing a cop in an
upcoming weekend show.
“You’ve to be away from
your family and friends for

T
Actor
Aishwarya
Sakhuja

What’s keeping you busy these
days?
I’m studying about the human
body and how everything we
consume has an effect on our
body. Work or no work, I’ve
made big changes in my
lifestyle by waking up early,
eating more mindfully and
planning my day.
n

with car and bike chases.”
An insider from the set
reveals, “His favourite out of
all the stunts is the jetman
sequence, which is something
Prabhas has never done
before. It was really unique.
The actor is working with
Kenny Bates, the renowned
Hollywood stunt master, who
has worked on films such as
Bad Boys (starring Will Smith
and Martin Lawrence; 1995)
and Transformers: Dark of the
Moon (Shia LaBeouf; 2011).
Prabhas wanted to treat his
fans to something new, and
hence suggested that they do
something novel, hence the
jetman sequence.”
Saaho will be a multilingual film, and co-stars
Shraddha Kapoor alongside
Prabhas.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t been able to wrap my head around the fact
that for 12 hours of my life, for a year or whatever time
the show will last, I will be portraying a character I am
not convinced with.

months shooting in
Umergaon or far away
places for an extended
period. You only go home
once or twice a month and
the scope to work on other
projects reduces,” she says.
She adds a mythological
show is also physically
taxing. “The jewellery and
costume you carry the
entire day becomes a lot. At
that point of time, I didn’t
want to put myself in such
a challenging position,” the
actor says.
Considering the kind of
success actors have
achieved previously from
playing God on TV despite
the fact that they get
typecast, it was a tough
choice to make.
“I feel any mythological
character you play, it never
leaves you. Moreover, my
focus wasn’t to get that
kind of fame because I
already had it from my
previous show Pratigya. I
wanted to try something
different,” Pooja signs off.
n

Pooja Gor says
she turned
down the
chance to play
Goddess Kali
in a show
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
POOJAGOR

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

AISHWARYA SAKHUJA ACTOR
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Catchy promo songs that are
nowhere in the film are emerging
as a tool to attract the audience

CURIOUS
CASEOF
PROMO
SONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular song
catches our fancy, we
sometimes end up
watching the whole
movie just because we had
liked that number. However,
often, by the time we finish
watching the film, we find out
that not only has the melody
vanished but, in some cases, is
nowhere to be found in the
closing credit as well. That’s
what’s called the ‘power of
promotional songs’. Of late,
there have been many catchy
numbers such as Sanu Kehndi
from Kesari, Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018), and
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi, that caught on with the
viewers, but weren’t included
in the narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says that
this a “new phenomenon”.
“Makers spend lakhs and
crores of rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so [they]
don’t ghusaao (insert) it into
the film like they used to do.
These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’
and telling people, ‘this is a

W

song, come and watch the
film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.”
Composer Anu Malik, who
composed the music for Sui
Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the song,
Sab Badhiya Hai, should have
been a part of the film. “It’s a
catch-22 situation. It was
happening before also, wherein
promo tracks were created to
hit the bullseye. One has to
admit that a very catchy song
grabs eyeballs, and this
country loves music. People
[sometimes] hear the tracks
and decide if they want to
watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we have
to promote the film as well as
its music, but as makers, we
have to put the film first. And
music is a big territory for
producers’ recovery. Also,
audiences can [always] watch
the song on YouTube... It’s not
like early days, where there
were no platforms and the
audiences would feel [confused
about] why the song isn’t
there.”
DJ Chetas, who composed

Taapsee Pannu
(right) was the
first choice for
one of the leads
in Pati Patni Aur
Woh. She was
replaced by
Bhumi Pednekar
(left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

STOP PRESS
Mera Wala Dance from
Simmba (2018), rues that the
song wasn’t promoted enough,
even though it was still aired
towards the end. “The thing is,
promo tracks these days are
not promo tracks. People go to
watch the movie, and still don’t
watch it in the end, unless it is a
huge hit. The bad part is that
these tracks are usually out
closer to the release. The actors
who are promoting the film,
don’t promote the track as it
hadn’t been released before. If I
get an option, I will do a normal
track. You get recognition
there.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

RANVEER NOT
IN DON 3: ZOYA

e impressed the audiences
and the critics alike as the
Dharavi-boy Moeen in
Zoya Akhtar’s Gully Boy. The
actor, Vijay Varma, who was
also appreciated for his
performance as Ankit
Malhotra in Pink (2012), says
that it all began at the theatre
workshops in Hyderabad.
Ask him about his early days
in theatre and acting
workshops, and he says,
“Theatre came to me when I
had no clue about acting. I still
remember the first exercise I
was asked to do. I had to go and
observe an animal and
replicate it in the next session.
There were no dialogues or
anything,” he says.
“That is when things
changed. These workshops
took away all the frills I had, all
the glamour I was enamoured
with and threw it all away. It
made me understand how to
recreate life. At the end of the
day, as actors, we are trying to
recreate something and for
that we need to first
understand who we are.”
When asked him as to
why the younger
generations these days are
not that active in the theatre
scenario, he says that theatre
was never meant to be for
everyone. “Theatre was never
something that could get viral
or get mass attention for
everyone to do it. It is not

H

everyone’s cup of tea because it
requires great level of
discipline and commitment,”
he adds, saying, “Every actor,
who has been in theatre for a
considerable amount of time,
will tell you that you cannot be
lousy and laid-back as a
student. Because if you get on
stage and you flounder, people
will look at you then and
there. Theatre
requires you to
be patient
and
giving.”

ully Boy director Zoya
Akhtar has rubbished
rumours about Ranveer
Singh replacing Shah Rukh
Khan in her brother Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3. Zoya as
reported by Pinkvilla, said,
“No, no. That’s absolute
nonsense.” Zoya was also
asked about the status of
Don 3, to which she replied,
“Na toh main Farhan Akhtar
hoon, na hi main Shah Rukh
Khan ya Ritesh Sidhwani
(producer) hoon.”

G
From top: Stills from
Andhadhun’s title track, Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Poster
Lagwa Do from Luka Chuppi and
Sab Badhiya Hai from Sui
Dhaaga (2018)

Theatre needs you to
be patient, says Vijay
Nishad Neelambaran

‘There’sno
awkwardness
withBhumi’

Vijay Varma
was recently
seen as
Moeen in
Gully Boy

Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing
one of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the
project without intimation.
Her role finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their
equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly,
I had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew

A

someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she
was finalised for the project.
“On the day the article
appeared, I was in a flight for a
major portion of the day. As
soon as I landed, I saw a
message and a call from
Bhumi asking me to call her
back. The first thing she said
was, ‘I’m really sorry to know
about this and I didn’t know
about any of this’. She was
really apologetic and said she
didn’t know the back story. I
asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”

TV does
not excite
Gauahar,
as of now

DATES FOR 2020
GOLDEN GLOBES
ANNOUNCED
chedule for the 77th
edition of the Golden
Globes was announced.
The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association unveiled
key dates for run-up to
the annual ceremony. The
award ceremony will air
live on NBC from Beverly
Hills, California. Since 1993
the award ceremony has
aired on NBC. October 25,
2019, is the deadline for
submission of the entry
forms for the awards,
while the nominations will
be announced on
December 9, 2019. On
January 6, 2020, the
presentation ceremony of
the 77th Annual Golden
Globe Awards will be held.
Last year’s Golden Globe
Awards, took place on
January 6 and was hosted
by Sandra Oh and Andy
Samberg.
ANI

S

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi
for going out of her way to
ensure things were smooth
between them. “She is very
sweet that way. She didn’t
want things to be awkward
between us because we were
starting a new, wonderful
journey together,” the actor
says, adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows
that this wasn’t about her. I
was merely calling out this
kind of unprofessional
behaviour that no actor should
have to go through. I’ve made
an entire career out of
rejections, so you don’t tell me
what it is when you tell an
actor to block dates and then
tell them that they were one of
the options.”

Gauahar Khan
would want to do
a love story on TV
Sneha Mahadevan
auahar Khan made her
film debut with Rocket
Singh: Salesman of the
Year. Ten years later, the actor
admits that though she has not
featured in a lot of projects,
she is happy that she is now a
credible name that filmmakers
turn to when they need an
‘actor’ for a part.
“I am being offered very
interesting stuff and as an
actor, I am getting a lot of

G

credibility because amazing
directors are approaching me
to play parts for which they
need good actors. I am very
excited about this phase in my
life and I hope I can also carry
that into films,” she says.
The actor, who has also
hosted events and shows on
TV, is currently hosting a live
show on an app — a territory,
she is admittedly new to.
“It is a very different kind of a
pressure. There is no scope for
mistakes and things have to be

spontaneous. It’s very
challenging and your energy
has to be bang on and your
language has to be absolutely
correct. You cannot fumble too
much because there are no
retakes,” she explains.
Her sister Nigaar has been
seen on several TV shows,
but Gauahar says she is not
inclined to take up a role on
television yet. There has been
some criticism about the kind
of content that’s available on
the small screen but the actor
says that only the makers
cannot be blamed.
“I am no one to say whether
the content on television is
regressive or backward, but
right now, it doesn’t excite me
to take up a role immediately
on TV. As an actor, for me, it
gets difficult to say yes to a
project on television as of now.
But I’d love to be a part of a
romantic show. I am hoping
and waiting to see an amazing
love story on television and I
would love to play the lead in a
show like that,” she ends.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
TAURUS
had
wanted on the academic front.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White
Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
THURSDAY, A PRIL 11, 2019

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
1120 The Adventures of
Tintin
1312 Transformers: Dark of
The Moon
1555 Mission Impossible II
1803 Baywatch
2000 Transformers: The Last
Knight

MATHDOKU

SONY PIX
1047 Deep Blue Sea
1234 The Fast And The
Furious: Tokyo Drift
1445 Suicide Squad
1730 Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
2046 The Mummy

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was TaMil actor Ajith
KuMar’s first Bollywood filM and is
the only Hindi Movie he ever did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

STAR MOVIES
1235 Cinderella
1433 The Wolverine
1654 Ice Age: Collision
Course
1845 Undisputed III:
Redemption
2050 Men In Black 3

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYGNT
AAMR K K
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The universe will reward you for _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
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Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI
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WB
1040 Cop Out
1223 The Hunter’s Prayer
1353 Drunken Master
1548 Poseidon
1734 The Spiderwick
Chronicles
1906 Fool’s Gold
& PICTURES
1112 Rustom
1418 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1722 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2000 Gold
UTV MOVIES
1110 Souten
1435 Nigahen: Nagina Part II
1735 Ek Tsunami Jwalamukhi
2020 Damini
ZEE CINEMA
1156 Chennai Express
1514 Daringbaaz 3
1744 Khatarnak Ishq
2100 Himmatwar

Julianne joins series
based on Stephen
King’s horror romance

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)
PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

SCORPIO
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Actor Julianne Moore
PHOTO: JON KOPALOFF/AFP

ulianne Moore will be
starring in the adaptation
of Stephen King’s 2006
horror-romance Lisey’s Story.
A streaming platform has
handed out an eight-episode
straight-to-series order. The
series will be titled the same
as the book, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stephen King, besides
being the executive producer
alongside Moore, will write all
the episodes — which is rare
for the writer.
JJ Abrams and Ben
Stephenson will also be the
executive producers. The hunt
for the director is still on.
Described as a ‘deeply
personal thriller’, the series
follows Lisey (Moore), the
protagonist two years after the
death of her husband. In the
course of time, Lisey comes
across amazing realities about
him that she forgot.

J

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

STEPHEN KING,
BESIDES
BEING THE EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER
ALONGSIDE MOORE,
WILL WRITE ALL THE
EPISODES
Lisey’s Story is the third for
Abrams’ production at Apple
after Little Voice and My
Glory Was I Had Such Friends.
Moore is a five-time Oscar
nominee, and won the award
in the Best Actress category
for Still Alice in 2015. Lisey’s
Story is her first major role in
a series since her Emmywinning role in As the World
Turns. The actor has also
played former Alaska
governor Sarah Palin in the
series Game Change.
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inger Justin Bieber took
a dig at his fellow
Canadian singer Shawn
Mendes after the Treat
You Better hitmaker posted a
magazine cover that had
‘prince of pop’ written on it.
According to reports,
Mendes has been named
prince of pop by a British
magazine. Bieber soon mocked
Mendes in a comment on the
Instagram post.
Bieber, 25, challenged
Mendes to a hockey match to
fight for the title and joked that
he would “have to break a few
more records” before he had a
shot at being named pop
royalty.
The comment received
IANS
thousands of likes.

Krystle
D’souza

S

Sun-kissed
Katrina Kaif posted this photograph on her Instagram
account with the caption, “Sky above,sand below, peace
within”.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

QUOTE HANGER
AUDITIONS WERE
LIKE A BLOODY
JAIL WHERE YOU
HAVE TO SAY
YOUR NAME,
NUMBER AND
ACT OUT
SOMETHING.

I DON’T LOOK AT
IT AS
HOLLYWOOD OR
BOLLYWOOD,
BUT MY ROOTS
ARE HERE, AND
YOU CAN’T TAKE
INDIA OUT OF ME.

SIDHARTH
MALHOTRA, ACTOR

DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, ACTOR

(Left)
Shawn
Mendes;
Justin Bieber
PHOTOS: AFP, EPA

OprahWinfreydonates$2
milliontoPuertoRicorelief
prah Winfrey is donating
$2 million to help rebuild
Puerto Rico and support
arts and cultural programs
after the devastating 2017
hurricane.
The Hispanic Federation
and the Flamboyan Arts Fund
said in a statement that $1
million would go to support
long-term needs after
Hurricane Maria, and a
further $1 million would be
devoted to arts and culture
programs on the island.

O

Oprah
Winfrey
PHOTO: AFP

Winfrey, one of the most
influential media moguls in
the United States, said she
was inspired by the efforts of
musical theatre creator LinManuel Miranda, who took
his hit stage show Hamilton to
the island for a limited run in
January.
“I was so moved by LinManuel Miranda’s
commitment to bring
Hamilton to Puerto Rico
and support the community
that served him growing

up that I wanted to join in
the revitalisation efforts
of an island so rich in culture,
beauty and heritage,”
Winfrey said in a statement.
Hurricane Maria,
which struck Puerto Rico
in September 2017, killed
an estimated 3,000 people
in the US territory, destroyed
homes and infrastructure,
and left much of the
island without drinking
water or electricity for
— REUTERS
months.

Siddhant and Megha headed for a spilt?

Megha Gupta
and Siddhant
KarnickPHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SIDDHANTKARNICK

Kavita Awaasthi
ctors Siddhant Karnick
and Megha Gupta got
married on August 16,
2016. But now, after over two
years of marriage, there are
speculations that all isn’t well
between the couple.
Siddhant and Megha have
been part of many TV serials

A

including Ek Tha Raja Ek Thi
Rani and Dream Girl
respectively. They met at
actor Vivian Dsena’s birthday
party in 2015 and became
friends. Soon after, they
started dating and surprised
many people with their
announcement of marriage.
They had a court wedding and
a private celebration for close

friends. This is Megha’s
second marriage. She
was earlier married to
businessman Aditya
Shroff for four years
and got divorced in 2014.
The couple used to post
photos of each other on
social media, but since
December 2018, they
have not been posting

anything about each other
online. They have also
unfollowed each other on
Instagram and apparently are
living separately, too. We got
in touch with Megha, who was
calm about the queries
regarding their breakup and
replied, “I don’t want to talk
about it,” and didn’t deny or
confirm the rumours.

‘It got annoying to
play the good bahu’
Kavita Awaasthi
he has played the
righteous bahu and beti
in many TV dramas
including Ek Hazaaron Mein
Meri Behna Hai, Ek Nayi
Pehchaan, Brahmarakshas
and Belan Wali Bahu. But
now, Krystle D’souza is
excited to be playing a “flawed
role”. The actor talks about
the challenging role, her 11year-long career and more.

S

You are shooting for a
digital series. What drew
you to the project?
I wanted to work on the digital
medium because it is the
future of entertainment. I
have done so much work on
TV that there is only so much
that you can do for a while. I
wanted to take a break from
daily soaps and do a digital
show. I loved the young,
modern story of the show,
which has real characters. In
fact, everyone has a grey
shade in the show which was
exciting for me. It got
annoying to play the good girl
and a bahu-beti for a long time
on TV. It is easy for me to play
the same kind of roles I have
played in the past. So, I
wanted a challenge.

How did it feel to be away from
TV for over 10 months?
It’s a good thing to take a
break from a character
you’re playing for 12 hours a
day. The audience too is ready
to accept you in a new role
and image after a break. You
can’t be jumping from one
role to the other. Moreover, I
love taking breaks and
enjoying myself. What is the
point in working and only
working and not having the
time to enjoy the money you
make.
You usually refrain from talking
about your personal life…
And I still don’t. I am here to
work, and I don’t see the need
to talk about it.
Would you date an actor?
I would date a human being. It
doesn’t matter what his
profession is.
Are you looking for love?
No. I am looking for good
work and in the process, if I
find love then great. If not, I
am too busy working on
myself to be looking for
anything. For things to fall in
place, you have to stop
looking.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Madonna to perform at Eurovision in Israel
ccording to reports, pop
superstar Madonna will
be a guest performer
at the Eurovision Song
Contest in Israel next
month.
The singer’s
US representatives
confirmed the reports of
Israeli media that Madonna
will perform two songs in Tel
Aviv during the three-day
Eurovsion competition in
May.
The contest will feature
musicians from more than
40 nations.

A

Israel was chosen to
host the contest after
local singer Netta Barzilai
won last year in Portugal with
her song Toy, propelling her
to international stardom.
The winning country
customarily hosts the
following year.
The Israeli venue has
already prompted calls for a
boycott by pro-Palestinian
activists, who are
campaigning for companies,
performers and governments
to disengage from Israel.
In January, around 50

British celebrities, including
singers Roger Waters and
Peter Gabriel, wrote a letter
calling on the BBC to press
for the 2019 Eurovision
contest to be relocated.
Madonna took her world
tours to Israel in 2009
and 2012 and has been a
follower of the mystical
form of Judaism called
Kabbalah.
She has been working
on an untitled new album
since the past several
months.

REUTERS

Huma
Qureshi

As a public figure, I
hope to help: Huma

PHOTO: RAHUL

Sneha Mahadevan

JHANGIANI

uma Qureshi will be
spending some time today
with thalassemia warriors
from The Wishing Factory
(TWF), an NGO that works for
the welfare of thalassemia
major and blood cancer
patients. The organisation
supports underprivileged
patients by making their
wishes come true with
individual and corporate
philanthropic support.
A source reveals, “When
Huma was approached by the
people at the organisation for a
meet-and-greet session, she
was more than happy to be a
part of the initiative. The
patients will play games and
interact with her along with
celebrating the birthdays of
April born warriors. The

H

thalassemia warriors will be
sharing the stories of their
struggles with Huma and hope
to take some inspiration from
her. When Huma was informed
that TWF has fulfilled over 375
wishes of patients so far, along
with supporting health and
education of over 1,000 patients
across India, she was happy
and wanted to help them in
whichever way possible.”
Talking about the initiative,
Huma says, “There are close to
70,000 thalassemia patients in
our country and approximately
9,000 to 10,000 cases get added
every year. These alarming
statistics call for urgent
attention towards the disorder.
TWF has done some great work
in educating and creating
awareness towards the cause
and as a public figure, I hope to
help them in this endeavour.”
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CANVOTE, WON’TVOTE?
WHAT AILSTHE THIRD GENDER
Glares, lack of queues and fake promises keep transgender voters away from exercising their franchise

Ruchika Garg
t was back in 2014 that the
transgender community got
recognised as a third gender
by the Supreme Court of
India; a landmark move that
the community celebrated.
Last year, they also got
recognised under the
independent gender category
in the PAN application form.
While these moves were
indications of a more inclusive
society where the third gender
could lead a life equal to any
other, the reality is still far

I

from it. A major part of the
community still doesn’t vote,
which is a basic right that
every Indian should exercise.
A special drive organised in
Chandni Chowk recently
encouraged more transgender
voters to enrol in the electoral
roll. The idea of a special pick
and drop facility was also
introduced for transgender
voters on voting day. We spoke
to a few community members
about their voting experiences
and what can be done to
improve the turnout.
n

NO REPRESENTATION,
HENCE NO VOTING
Noida-based Deepak,
who has been spreading
awareness in the
community, shares, “Most
transgender people avoid
voting. Unhein lagta hai
jab sarkar hi hamare liye
kuch nahin kar rahi to hum
kyun vote karne jayein. For
example, when the
transgender bill was
passed in Lok Sabha, there
was hardly anyone from
the community to discuss
it. Jiske liye bill hai usi ko hi
nahin maloom ki kya hai
bill mein. There was no
survey done before
making the bill, toh
hamara interest to khatam
hoga hi na!”

LAME PROMISES VEX
THE COMMUNITY
Aparna Banerjee, who
hails from Kolkata, says,
“Yes, I vote and my
experience is like any
other (non-transpeople). It
has been good so far. I
know that majority of my
community don’t cast
their vote because they
are either not enrolled, or
they are vexed with the
lame promises of the
leaders.”

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com

THERE SHOULD BE
SEPARATE QUEUES
Senior programme officer
at India HIV/AIDS Alliance
in Delhi, Simran Shaikh,
who works closely with
the community, says, “Due
to regular travelling, I’ve
never gone to the booth
and voted. However, for
those who do, there is a
need to make changes in
the process. I believe there
should be a separate line
for transgender voters.
When there can be one for
males and females, then
why not for them? Due to
the longer queues, the
community has to deal
with vulgar comments.
They should be able to
vote really quick. The pick
and drop facility is an
amazing step. Sabhi states
ki constituencies mein
hona chahiye.”

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY; PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT

SOCIETY HAS TO BE
SENSITISED
Rijwan aka Ramkali, who
works with the Noida NGO
Basera, says, “Since there is
no queue for us, toh main
rambaan (effective
solution) use karti hun —
taliyaan bajate hain aur

sabse aagey jate hai.
Those who want to stare
can stare, those who want
to comment can comment,
I don’t care. Mera kaam
vote karna tha, aur main
kar aati hun. Also, I feel
society as a whole is also
required to be sensitised
and informed about
inclusivity.”

COMMON QUEUES,
STARES, AND ABUSE
Whisky, who has been living
with her family, says, she
makes it a point to cast her
vote. “I look like a boy, mere
hairstyle se main ladka hi
lagti hoon. Mere ID card pe
bhi ‘male’ marked hai. I go
and stand in the men’s line

and I get hardly recognised
as transgender. So, it’s easy
for me to vote but jinka
appearance ladki wala hai,
unke liye mushkil hota hai.
Their IDs say male and no
matter whatever queue
they choose, they have to
face mental torture due to
constant stares and
comments. So, most of
them choose not to go.”

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

‘Wanttodoahard-hittingshow
butnotaboutghostsandspirits’

Action junkie Prabhas’ latest
film to have his fav stunt

Prabhas’
latest film
will have
a jetman
sequence

Rishabh Suri

TV actor Aishwarya Sakhuja
is ‘itching to get back to acting’
after a two-year break that
wasn’t ‘conscious’ but just
happened on its own
Sangeeta Yadav
here is no dearth of daily
soaps on the small screen
and actors are spoilt for
choice. However, Aishwarya
Sakhuja clearly isn’t in any
sort of a rush. In fact, she
prefers to wait for the “right
project” and not take up
something just to have longer
screen presence. After a
hiatus of two years, the 32year-old actor is now “itching
to get back to acting and do
some good work.” In a
freewheeling chat, the Saas
Bina Sasural actor opens up
about this break she took,
facing anxiety attacks and the
struggle to get good work.
Excerpts:

T

You’ve played lead roles in shows
such as Saas Bina Sasural, Main
Naa Bhoolungi, Trideviyaan and
Sarabhai vs Sarabhai: Take 2.
What made you take a break?
It wasn’t a conscious choice,
but somehow, I just couldn’t
relate to the trend of
supernatural dramas that
were repeatedly offered to me.
I have not been able to
connect with that genre and
each time, I end up saying no.
I haven’t been able to wrap
my head around the fact that
for 12 hours of my life, for a
year or whatever time the
show will last, I will be
portraying a character I am
not convinced with. And I feel
because of a daily telecast, we
don’t get the time to execute
such shows aesthetically.
Was there any sort of anxiety
when your shows went off air?
I am someone who has that
constant feeling of anxiety. I
often wake up thinking
‘maybe today I’ll receive a call
that will bring me closer to

ctor Prabhas is a known
action junkie. And his
love for action should not
come as a surprise, given that
he was a part of the Baahubali
film series (2015 and 2017)
which was a pure adrenaline
rush.
In fact, the Baahubali
franchise was where he got to
show off his skills. And in his
next film, Saaho, Prabhas will
perform his own stunts.
A source says, “Prabhas
loves action ever since he
watched Hollywood films such
as Terminator (1984) and
Judgement Day (1991), and
loved them. In Baahubali, he
got to do mountain climbing
and crossing rivers. In Saaho,
he has taken it a notch higher

A

my choice of work’. I won’t
call myself insecure, but yes,
it does play havoc with my
mind when work of my liking
doesn’t come my way.

So has it been a constant
struggle when it comes to
getting the desired kind of work?
The real struggle is to show
patience when you are not
offered roles as good as your
earlier ones. When you have
been in the industry for so
long, the struggle is to break
the stereotype that gets made.
In these two years, did you miss
facing the camera?
Yes, I did. But now, I’m hoping
that it won’t be long when I
will be seen entertaining
people, again. I’m itching to
get back to acting. I want to do
a hard-hitting show that isn’t
about ghosts and spirits but
about human relationships. I
enjoy that genre and of
course, comedy will always
remain close to my heart.

‘I said no to playing God on TV’
Sangeeta Yadav
o play God in a largerthan-life mythology
show is probably an
actor’s dream, especially
looking at the adulation it
brings and the connect it
forges with audiences of all
age groups. But when actor
Pooja Gor was approached
to play a God, she turned
down the offer.
“There are so many
shows that have happened
for which I have given the
look test. One of them was
Pooja Sharma’s role in the
Mahakali show. Playing
God or doing any
mythological show is
fascinating and tempting,
and I did think a lot before
saying no but it isn’t
something I would see
myself doing,” says Pooja,
who made her film debut
last year with Kedarnath
and will next be seen
playing a cop in an
upcoming weekend show.
“You’ve to be away from
your family and friends for

T
Actor
Aishwarya
Sakhuja

What’s keeping you busy these
days?
I’m studying about the human
body and how everything we
consume has an effect on our
body. Work or no work, I’ve
made big changes in my
lifestyle by waking up early,
eating more mindfully and
planning my day.
n

with car and bike chases.”
An insider from the set
reveals, “His favourite out of
all the stunts is the jetman
sequence, which is something
Prabhas has never done
before. It was really unique.
The actor is working with
Kenny Bates, the renowned
Hollywood stunt master, who
has worked on films such as
Bad Boys (starring Will Smith
and Martin Lawrence; 1995)
and Transformers: Dark of the
Moon (Shia LaBeouf; 2011).
Prabhas wanted to treat his
fans to something new, and
hence suggested that they do
something novel, hence the
jetman sequence.”
Saaho will be a multilingual film, and co-stars
Shraddha Kapoor alongside
Prabhas.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t been able to wrap my head around the fact
that for 12 hours of my life, for a year or whatever time
the show will last, I will be portraying a character I am
not convinced with.

months shooting in
Umergaon or far away
places for an extended
period. You only go home
once or twice a month and
the scope to work on other
projects reduces,” she says.
She adds a mythological
show is also physically
taxing. “The jewellery and
costume you carry the
entire day becomes a lot. At
that point of time, I didn’t
want to put myself in such
a challenging position,” the
actor says.
Considering the kind of
success actors have
achieved previously from
playing God on TV despite
the fact that they get
typecast, it was a tough
choice to make.
“I feel any mythological
character you play, it never
leaves you. Moreover, my
focus wasn’t to get that
kind of fame because I
already had it from my
previous show Pratigya. I
wanted to try something
different,” Pooja signs off.
n

Pooja Gor says
she turned
down the
chance to play
Goddess Kali
in a show
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
POOJAGOR

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

AISHWARYA SAKHUJA ACTOR
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Catchy promo songs that are
nowhere in the film are emerging
as a tool to attract the audience

CURIOUS
CASEOF
PROMO
SONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular song
catches our fancy, we
sometimes end up
watching the whole
movie just because we had
liked that number. However,
often, by the time we finish
watching the film, we find out
that not only has the melody
vanished but, in some cases, is
nowhere to be found in the
closing credit as well. That’s
what’s called the ‘power of
promotional songs’. Of late,
there have been many catchy
numbers such as Sanu Kehndi
from Kesari, Sab Badhiya Hai
from Sui Dhaaga (2018), and
Poster Lagwa Do from Luka
Chuppi, that caught on with the
viewers, but weren’t included
in the narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says that
this a “new phenomenon”.
“Makers spend lakhs and
crores of rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so [they]
don’t ghusaao (insert) it into
the film like they used to do.
These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’
and telling people, ‘this is a

W

song, come and watch the
film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.”
Composer Anu Malik, who
composed the music for Sui
Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the song,
Sab Badhiya Hai, should have
been a part of the film. “It’s a
catch-22 situation. It was
happening before also, wherein
promo tracks were created to
hit the bullseye. One has to
admit that a very catchy song
grabs eyeballs, and this
country loves music. People
[sometimes] hear the tracks
and decide if they want to
watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we have
to promote the film as well as
its music, but as makers, we
have to put the film first. And
music is a big territory for
producers’ recovery. Also,
audiences can [always] watch
the song on YouTube... It’s not
like early days, where there
were no platforms and the
audiences would feel [confused
about] why the song isn’t
there.”
DJ Chetas, who composed

Taapsee Pannu
(right) was the
first choice for
one of the leads
in Pati Patni Aur
Woh. She was
replaced by
Bhumi Pednekar
(left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

STOP PRESS
Mera Wala Dance from
Simmba (2018), rues that the
song wasn’t promoted enough,
even though it was still aired
towards the end. “The thing is,
promo tracks these days are
not promo tracks. People go to
watch the movie, and still don’t
watch it in the end, unless it is a
huge hit. The bad part is that
these tracks are usually out
closer to the release. The actors
who are promoting the film,
don’t promote the track as it
hadn’t been released before. If I
get an option, I will do a normal
track. You get recognition
there.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

RANVEER NOT
IN DON 3: ZOYA

e impressed the audiences
and the critics alike as the
Dharavi-boy Moeen in
Zoya Akhtar’s Gully Boy. The
actor, Vijay Varma, who was
also appreciated for his
performance as Ankit
Malhotra in Pink (2012), says
that it all began at the theatre
workshops in Hyderabad.
Ask him about his early days
in theatre and acting
workshops, and he says,
“Theatre came to me when I
had no clue about acting. I still
remember the first exercise I
was asked to do. I had to go and
observe an animal and
replicate it in the next session.
There were no dialogues or
anything,” he says.
“That is when things
changed. These workshops
took away all the frills I had, all
the glamour I was enamoured
with and threw it all away. It
made me understand how to
recreate life. At the end of the
day, as actors, we are trying to
recreate something and for
that we need to first
understand who we are.”
When asked him as to
why the younger
generations these days are
not that active in the theatre
scenario, he says that theatre
was never meant to be for
everyone. “Theatre was never
something that could get viral
or get mass attention for
everyone to do it. It is not
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everyone’s cup of tea because it
requires great level of
discipline and commitment,”
he adds, saying, “Every actor,
who has been in theatre for a
considerable amount of time,
will tell you that you cannot be
lousy and laid-back as a
student. Because if you get on
stage and you flounder, people
will look at you then and
there. Theatre
requires you to
be patient
and
giving.”

ully Boy director Zoya
Akhtar has rubbished
rumours about Ranveer
Singh replacing Shah Rukh
Khan in her brother Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3. Zoya as
reported by Pinkvilla, said,
“No, no. That’s absolute
nonsense.” Zoya was also
asked about the status of
Don 3, to which she replied,
“Na toh main Farhan Akhtar
hoon, na hi main Shah Rukh
Khan ya Ritesh Sidhwani
(producer) hoon.”

G
From top: Stills from
Andhadhun’s title track, Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Poster
Lagwa Do from Luka Chuppi and
Sab Badhiya Hai from Sui
Dhaaga (2018)

Theatre needs you to
be patient, says Vijay
Nishad Neelambaran

‘There’sno
awkwardness
withBhumi’

Vijay Varma
was recently
seen as
Moeen in
Gully Boy

Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing
one of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the
project without intimation.
Her role finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their
equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly,
I had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew

A

someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she
was finalised for the project.
“On the day the article
appeared, I was in a flight for a
major portion of the day. As
soon as I landed, I saw a
message and a call from
Bhumi asking me to call her
back. The first thing she said
was, ‘I’m really sorry to know
about this and I didn’t know
about any of this’. She was
really apologetic and said she
didn’t know the back story. I
asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”

TV does
not excite
Gauahar,
as of now

DATES FOR 2020
GOLDEN GLOBES
ANNOUNCED
chedule for the 77th
edition of the Golden
Globes was announced.
The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association unveiled
key dates for run-up to
the annual ceremony. The
award ceremony will air
live on NBC from Beverly
Hills, California. Since 1993
the award ceremony has
aired on NBC. October 25,
2019, is the deadline for
submission of the entry
forms for the awards,
while the nominations will
be announced on
December 9, 2019. On
January 6, 2020, the
presentation ceremony of
the 77th Annual Golden
Globe Awards will be held.
Last year’s Golden Globe
Awards, took place on
January 6 and was hosted
by Sandra Oh and Andy
Samberg.
ANI

S

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi
for going out of her way to
ensure things were smooth
between them. “She is very
sweet that way. She didn’t
want things to be awkward
between us because we were
starting a new, wonderful
journey together,” the actor
says, adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows
that this wasn’t about her. I
was merely calling out this
kind of unprofessional
behaviour that no actor should
have to go through. I’ve made
an entire career out of
rejections, so you don’t tell me
what it is when you tell an
actor to block dates and then
tell them that they were one of
the options.”

Gauahar Khan
would want to do
a love story on TV
Sneha Mahadevan
auahar Khan made her
film debut with Rocket
Singh: Salesman of the
Year. Ten years later, the actor
admits that though she has not
featured in a lot of projects,
she is happy that she is now a
credible name that filmmakers
turn to when they need an
‘actor’ for a part.
“I am being offered very
interesting stuff and as an
actor, I am getting a lot of
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credibility because amazing
directors are approaching me
to play parts for which they
need good actors. I am very
excited about this phase in my
life and I hope I can also carry
that into films,” she says.
The actor, who has also
hosted events and shows on
TV, is currently hosting a live
show on an app — a territory,
she is admittedly new to.
“It is a very different kind of a
pressure. There is no scope for
mistakes and things have to be

spontaneous. It’s very
challenging and your energy
has to be bang on and your
language has to be absolutely
correct. You cannot fumble too
much because there are no
retakes,” she explains.
Her sister Nigaar has been
seen on several TV shows,
but Gauahar says she is not
inclined to take up a role on
television yet. There has been
some criticism about the kind
of content that’s available on
the small screen but the actor
says that only the makers
cannot be blamed.
“I am no one to say whether
the content on television is
regressive or backward, but
right now, it doesn’t excite me
to take up a role immediately
on TV. As an actor, for me, it
gets difficult to say yes to a
project on television as of now.
But I’d love to be a part of a
romantic show. I am hoping
and waiting to see an amazing
love story on television and I
would love to play the lead in a
show like that,” she ends.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
TAURUS
had
wanted on the academic front.
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White
Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS
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(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
1120 The Adventures of
Tintin
1312 Transformers: Dark of
The Moon
1555 Mission Impossible II
1803 Baywatch
2000 Transformers: The Last
Knight

MATHDOKU

SONY PIX
1047 Deep Blue Sea
1234 The Fast And The
Furious: Tokyo Drift
1445 Suicide Squad
1730 Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
2046 The Mummy

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was TaMil actor Ajith
KuMar’s first Bollywood filM and is
the only Hindi Movie he ever did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

STAR MOVIES
1235 Cinderella
1433 The Wolverine
1654 Ice Age: Collision
Course
1845 Undisputed III:
Redemption
2050 Men In Black 3

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYGNT
AAMR K K
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The universe will reward you for _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
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Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI
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WB
1040 Cop Out
1223 The Hunter’s Prayer
1353 Drunken Master
1548 Poseidon
1734 The Spiderwick
Chronicles
1906 Fool’s Gold
& PICTURES
1112 Rustom
1418 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1722 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2000 Gold
UTV MOVIES
1110 Souten
1435 Nigahen: Nagina Part II
1735 Ek Tsunami Jwalamukhi
2020 Damini
ZEE CINEMA
1156 Chennai Express
1514 Daringbaaz 3
1744 Khatarnak Ishq
2100 Himmatwar

Julianne joins series
based on Stephen
King’s horror romance

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)
PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Light Grey

Actor Julianne Moore
PHOTO: JON KOPALOFF/AFP

ulianne Moore will be
starring in the adaptation
of Stephen King’s 2006
horror-romance Lisey’s Story.
A streaming platform has
handed out an eight-episode
straight-to-series order. The
series will be titled the same
as the book, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stephen King, besides
being the executive producer
alongside Moore, will write all
the episodes — which is rare
for the writer.
JJ Abrams and Ben
Stephenson will also be the
executive producers. The hunt
for the director is still on.
Described as a ‘deeply
personal thriller’, the series
follows Lisey (Moore), the
protagonist two years after the
death of her husband. In the
course of time, Lisey comes
across amazing realities about
him that she forgot.

J

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

STEPHEN KING,
BESIDES
BEING THE EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER
ALONGSIDE MOORE,
WILL WRITE ALL THE
EPISODES
Lisey’s Story is the third for
Abrams’ production at Apple
after Little Voice and My
Glory Was I Had Such Friends.
Moore is a five-time Oscar
nominee, and won the award
in the Best Actress category
for Still Alice in 2015. Lisey’s
Story is her first major role in
a series since her Emmywinning role in As the World
Turns. The actor has also
played former Alaska
governor Sarah Palin in the
series Game Change.
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JUSTIN BIEBER
MOCKS SHAWN
MENDES

SHOW BUZZ
CELEB DIARIES

03

ENTERTAINMENT htcity

HINDUSTAN TIMES, JALANDHAR
THURSDAY, A PRIL 11, 2019

inger Justin Bieber took
a dig at his fellow
Canadian singer Shawn
Mendes after the Treat
You Better hitmaker posted a
magazine cover that had
‘prince of pop’ written on it.
According to reports,
Mendes has been named
prince of pop by a British
magazine. Bieber soon mocked
Mendes in a comment on the
Instagram post.
Bieber, 25, challenged
Mendes to a hockey match to
fight for the title and joked that
he would “have to break a few
more records” before he had a
shot at being named pop
royalty.
The comment received
IANS
thousands of likes.

Krystle
D’souza

S

Sun-kissed
Katrina Kaif posted this photograph on her Instagram
account with the caption, “Sky above,sand below, peace
within”.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

QUOTE HANGER
AUDITIONS WERE
LIKE A BLOODY
JAIL WHERE YOU
HAVE TO SAY
YOUR NAME,
NUMBER AND
ACT OUT
SOMETHING.

I DON’T LOOK AT
IT AS
HOLLYWOOD OR
BOLLYWOOD,
BUT MY ROOTS
ARE HERE, AND
YOU CAN’T TAKE
INDIA OUT OF ME.

SIDHARTH
MALHOTRA, ACTOR

DEEPIKA
PADUKONE, ACTOR

(Left)
Shawn
Mendes;
Justin Bieber
PHOTOS: AFP, EPA

OprahWinfreydonates$2
milliontoPuertoRicorelief
prah Winfrey is donating
$2 million to help rebuild
Puerto Rico and support
arts and cultural programs
after the devastating 2017
hurricane.
The Hispanic Federation
and the Flamboyan Arts Fund
said in a statement that $1
million would go to support
long-term needs after
Hurricane Maria, and a
further $1 million would be
devoted to arts and culture
programs on the island.

O

Oprah
Winfrey
PHOTO: AFP

Winfrey, one of the most
influential media moguls in
the United States, said she
was inspired by the efforts of
musical theatre creator LinManuel Miranda, who took
his hit stage show Hamilton to
the island for a limited run in
January.
“I was so moved by LinManuel Miranda’s
commitment to bring
Hamilton to Puerto Rico
and support the community
that served him growing

up that I wanted to join in
the revitalisation efforts
of an island so rich in culture,
beauty and heritage,”
Winfrey said in a statement.
Hurricane Maria,
which struck Puerto Rico
in September 2017, killed
an estimated 3,000 people
in the US territory, destroyed
homes and infrastructure,
and left much of the
island without drinking
water or electricity for
— REUTERS
months.

Siddhant and Megha headed for a spilt?

Megha Gupta
and Siddhant
KarnickPHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SIDDHANTKARNICK

Kavita Awaasthi
ctors Siddhant Karnick
and Megha Gupta got
married on August 16,
2016. But now, after over two
years of marriage, there are
speculations that all isn’t well
between the couple.
Siddhant and Megha have
been part of many TV serials
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including Ek Tha Raja Ek Thi
Rani and Dream Girl
respectively. They met at
actor Vivian Dsena’s birthday
party in 2015 and became
friends. Soon after, they
started dating and surprised
many people with their
announcement of marriage.
They had a court wedding and
a private celebration for close

friends. This is Megha’s
second marriage. She
was earlier married to
businessman Aditya
Shroff for four years
and got divorced in 2014.
The couple used to post
photos of each other on
social media, but since
December 2018, they
have not been posting

anything about each other
online. They have also
unfollowed each other on
Instagram and apparently are
living separately, too. We got
in touch with Megha, who was
calm about the queries
regarding their breakup and
replied, “I don’t want to talk
about it,” and didn’t deny or
confirm the rumours.

‘It got annoying to
play the good bahu’
Kavita Awaasthi
he has played the
righteous bahu and beti
in many TV dramas
including Ek Hazaaron Mein
Meri Behna Hai, Ek Nayi
Pehchaan, Brahmarakshas
and Belan Wali Bahu. But
now, Krystle D’souza is
excited to be playing a “flawed
role”. The actor talks about
the challenging role, her 11year-long career and more.

S

You are shooting for a
digital series. What drew
you to the project?
I wanted to work on the digital
medium because it is the
future of entertainment. I
have done so much work on
TV that there is only so much
that you can do for a while. I
wanted to take a break from
daily soaps and do a digital
show. I loved the young,
modern story of the show,
which has real characters. In
fact, everyone has a grey
shade in the show which was
exciting for me. It got
annoying to play the good girl
and a bahu-beti for a long time
on TV. It is easy for me to play
the same kind of roles I have
played in the past. So, I
wanted a challenge.

How did it feel to be away from
TV for over 10 months?
It’s a good thing to take a
break from a character
you’re playing for 12 hours a
day. The audience too is ready
to accept you in a new role
and image after a break. You
can’t be jumping from one
role to the other. Moreover, I
love taking breaks and
enjoying myself. What is the
point in working and only
working and not having the
time to enjoy the money you
make.
You usually refrain from talking
about your personal life…
And I still don’t. I am here to
work, and I don’t see the need
to talk about it.
Would you date an actor?
I would date a human being. It
doesn’t matter what his
profession is.
Are you looking for love?
No. I am looking for good
work and in the process, if I
find love then great. If not, I
am too busy working on
myself to be looking for
anything. For things to fall in
place, you have to stop
looking.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

Madonna to perform at Eurovision in Israel
ccording to reports, pop
superstar Madonna will
be a guest performer
at the Eurovision Song
Contest in Israel next
month.
The singer’s
US representatives
confirmed the reports of
Israeli media that Madonna
will perform two songs in Tel
Aviv during the three-day
Eurovsion competition in
May.
The contest will feature
musicians from more than
40 nations.

A

Israel was chosen to
host the contest after
local singer Netta Barzilai
won last year in Portugal with
her song Toy, propelling her
to international stardom.
The winning country
customarily hosts the
following year.
The Israeli venue has
already prompted calls for a
boycott by pro-Palestinian
activists, who are
campaigning for companies,
performers and governments
to disengage from Israel.
In January, around 50

British celebrities, including
singers Roger Waters and
Peter Gabriel, wrote a letter
calling on the BBC to press
for the 2019 Eurovision
contest to be relocated.
Madonna took her world
tours to Israel in 2009
and 2012 and has been a
follower of the mystical
form of Judaism called
Kabbalah.
She has been working
on an untitled new album
since the past several
months.

REUTERS

Huma
Qureshi

As a public figure, I
hope to help: Huma

PHOTO: RAHUL

Sneha Mahadevan

JHANGIANI

uma Qureshi will be
spending some time today
with thalassemia warriors
from The Wishing Factory
(TWF), an NGO that works for
the welfare of thalassemia
major and blood cancer
patients. The organisation
supports underprivileged
patients by making their
wishes come true with
individual and corporate
philanthropic support.
A source reveals, “When
Huma was approached by the
people at the organisation for a
meet-and-greet session, she
was more than happy to be a
part of the initiative. The
patients will play games and
interact with her along with
celebrating the birthdays of
April born warriors. The

H

thalassemia warriors will be
sharing the stories of their
struggles with Huma and hope
to take some inspiration from
her. When Huma was informed
that TWF has fulfilled over 375
wishes of patients so far, along
with supporting health and
education of over 1,000 patients
across India, she was happy
and wanted to help them in
whichever way possible.”
Talking about the initiative,
Huma says, “There are close to
70,000 thalassemia patients in
our country and approximately
9,000 to 10,000 cases get added
every year. These alarming
statistics call for urgent
attention towards the disorder.
TWF has done some great work
in educating and creating
awareness towards the cause
and as a public figure, I hope to
help them in this endeavour.”
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CANVOTE, WON’TVOTE?
WHAT AILSTHE THIRD GENDER
Glares, lack of queues and fake promises keep transgender voters away from exercising their franchise

Ruchika Garg
t was back in 2014 that the
transgender community got
recognised as a third gender
by the Supreme Court of
India; a landmark move that
the community celebrated.
Last year, they also got
recognised under the
independent gender category
in the PAN application form.
While these moves were
indications of a more inclusive
society where the third gender
could lead a life equal to any
other, the reality is still far

I

from it. A major part of the
community still doesn’t vote,
which is a basic right that
every Indian should exercise.
A special drive organised in
Chandni Chowk recently
encouraged more transgender
voters to enrol in the electoral
roll. The idea of a special pick
and drop facility was also
introduced for transgender
voters on voting day. We spoke
to a few community members
about their voting experiences
and what can be done to
improve the turnout.
n

NO REPRESENTATION,
HENCE NO VOTING
Noida-based Deepak,
who has been spreading
awareness in the
community, shares, “Most
transgender people avoid
voting. Unhein lagta hai
jab sarkar hi hamare liye
kuch nahin kar rahi to hum
kyun vote karne jayein. For
example, when the
transgender bill was
passed in Lok Sabha, there
was hardly anyone from
the community to discuss
it. Jiske liye bill hai usi ko hi
nahin maloom ki kya hai
bill mein. There was no
survey done before
making the bill, toh
hamara interest to khatam
hoga hi na!”

LAME PROMISES VEX
THE COMMUNITY
Aparna Banerjee, who
hails from Kolkata, says,
“Yes, I vote and my
experience is like any
other (non-transpeople). It
has been good so far. I
know that majority of my
community don’t cast
their vote because they
are either not enrolled, or
they are vexed with the
lame promises of the
leaders.”

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com

THERE SHOULD BE
SEPARATE QUEUES
Senior programme officer
at India HIV/AIDS Alliance
in Delhi, Simran Shaikh,
who works closely with
the community, says, “Due
to regular travelling, I’ve
never gone to the booth
and voted. However, for
those who do, there is a
need to make changes in
the process. I believe there
should be a separate line
for transgender voters.
When there can be one for
males and females, then
why not for them? Due to
the longer queues, the
community has to deal
with vulgar comments.
They should be able to
vote really quick. The pick
and drop facility is an
amazing step. Sabhi states
ki constituencies mein
hona chahiye.”

PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY; PHOTO: ARUN SHARMA/HT

SOCIETY HAS TO BE
SENSITISED
Rijwan aka Ramkali, who
works with the Noida NGO
Basera, says, “Since there is
no queue for us, toh main
rambaan (effective
solution) use karti hun —
taliyaan bajate hain aur

sabse aagey jate hai.
Those who want to stare
can stare, those who want
to comment can comment,
I don’t care. Mera kaam
vote karna tha, aur main
kar aati hun. Also, I feel
society as a whole is also
required to be sensitised
and informed about
inclusivity.”

COMMON QUEUES,
STARES, AND ABUSE
Whisky, who has been living
with her family, says, she
makes it a point to cast her
vote. “I look like a boy, mere
hairstyle se main ladka hi
lagti hoon. Mere ID card pe
bhi ‘male’ marked hai. I go
and stand in the men’s line

and I get hardly recognised
as transgender. So, it’s easy
for me to vote but jinka
appearance ladki wala hai,
unke liye mushkil hota hai.
Their IDs say male and no
matter whatever queue
they choose, they have to
face mental torture due to
constant stares and
comments. So, most of
them choose not to go.”

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

‘Wanttodoahard-hittingshow
butnotaboutghostsandspirits’

Action junkie Prabhas’ latest
film to have his fav stunt

Prabhas’
latest film
will have
a jetman
sequence

Rishabh Suri

TV actor Aishwarya Sakhuja
is ‘itching to get back to acting’
after a two-year break that
wasn’t ‘conscious’ but just
happened on its own
Sangeeta Yadav
here is no dearth of daily
soaps on the small screen
and actors are spoilt for
choice. However, Aishwarya
Sakhuja clearly isn’t in any
sort of a rush. In fact, she
prefers to wait for the “right
project” and not take up
something just to have longer
screen presence. After a
hiatus of two years, the 32year-old actor is now “itching
to get back to acting and do
some good work.” In a
freewheeling chat, the Saas
Bina Sasural actor opens up
about this break she took,
facing anxiety attacks and the
struggle to get good work.
Excerpts:

T

You’ve played lead roles in shows
such as Saas Bina Sasural, Main
Naa Bhoolungi, Trideviyaan and
Sarabhai vs Sarabhai: Take 2.
What made you take a break?
It wasn’t a conscious choice,
but somehow, I just couldn’t
relate to the trend of
supernatural dramas that
were repeatedly offered to me.
I have not been able to
connect with that genre and
each time, I end up saying no.
I haven’t been able to wrap
my head around the fact that
for 12 hours of my life, for a
year or whatever time the
show will last, I will be
portraying a character I am
not convinced with. And I feel
because of a daily telecast, we
don’t get the time to execute
such shows aesthetically.
Was there any sort of anxiety
when your shows went off air?
I am someone who has that
constant feeling of anxiety. I
often wake up thinking
‘maybe today I’ll receive a call
that will bring me closer to

ctor Prabhas is a known
action junkie. And his
love for action should not
come as a surprise, given that
he was a part of the Baahubali
film series (2015 and 2017)
which was a pure adrenaline
rush.
In fact, the Baahubali
franchise was where he got to
show off his skills. And in his
next film, Saaho, Prabhas will
perform his own stunts.
A source says, “Prabhas
loves action ever since he
watched Hollywood films such
as Terminator (1984) and
Judgement Day (1991), and
loved them. In Baahubali, he
got to do mountain climbing
and crossing rivers. In Saaho,
he has taken it a notch higher

A

my choice of work’. I won’t
call myself insecure, but yes,
it does play havoc with my
mind when work of my liking
doesn’t come my way.

So has it been a constant
struggle when it comes to
getting the desired kind of work?
The real struggle is to show
patience when you are not
offered roles as good as your
earlier ones. When you have
been in the industry for so
long, the struggle is to break
the stereotype that gets made.
In these two years, did you miss
facing the camera?
Yes, I did. But now, I’m hoping
that it won’t be long when I
will be seen entertaining
people, again. I’m itching to
get back to acting. I want to do
a hard-hitting show that isn’t
about ghosts and spirits but
about human relationships. I
enjoy that genre and of
course, comedy will always
remain close to my heart.

‘I said no to playing God on TV’
Sangeeta Yadav
o play God in a largerthan-life mythology
show is probably an
actor’s dream, especially
looking at the adulation it
brings and the connect it
forges with audiences of all
age groups. But when actor
Pooja Gor was approached
to play a God, she turned
down the offer.
“There are so many
shows that have happened
for which I have given the
look test. One of them was
Pooja Sharma’s role in the
Mahakali show. Playing
God or doing any
mythological show is
fascinating and tempting,
and I did think a lot before
saying no but it isn’t
something I would see
myself doing,” says Pooja,
who made her film debut
last year with Kedarnath
and will next be seen
playing a cop in an
upcoming weekend show.
“You’ve to be away from
your family and friends for

T
Actor
Aishwarya
Sakhuja

What’s keeping you busy these
days?
I’m studying about the human
body and how everything we
consume has an effect on our
body. Work or no work, I’ve
made big changes in my
lifestyle by waking up early,
eating more mindfully and
planning my day.
n

with car and bike chases.”
An insider from the set
reveals, “His favourite out of
all the stunts is the jetman
sequence, which is something
Prabhas has never done
before. It was really unique.
The actor is working with
Kenny Bates, the renowned
Hollywood stunt master, who
has worked on films such as
Bad Boys (starring Will Smith
and Martin Lawrence; 1995)
and Transformers: Dark of the
Moon (Shia LaBeouf; 2011).
Prabhas wanted to treat his
fans to something new, and
hence suggested that they do
something novel, hence the
jetman sequence.”
Saaho will be a multilingual film, and co-stars
Shraddha Kapoor alongside
Prabhas.

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

I haven’t been able to wrap my head around the fact
that for 12 hours of my life, for a year or whatever time
the show will last, I will be portraying a character I am
not convinced with.

months shooting in
Umergaon or far away
places for an extended
period. You only go home
once or twice a month and
the scope to work on other
projects reduces,” she says.
She adds a mythological
show is also physically
taxing. “The jewellery and
costume you carry the
entire day becomes a lot. At
that point of time, I didn’t
want to put myself in such
a challenging position,” the
actor says.
Considering the kind of
success actors have
achieved previously from
playing God on TV despite
the fact that they get
typecast, it was a tough
choice to make.
“I feel any mythological
character you play, it never
leaves you. Moreover, my
focus wasn’t to get that
kind of fame because I
already had it from my
previous show Pratigya. I
wanted to try something
different,” Pooja signs off.
n

Pooja Gor says
she turned
down the
chance to play
Goddess Kali
in a show
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
POOJAGOR

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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shortstories
LITERARY EVENT
ON JALLIANWALA
MASSACRE HELD
CHANDIGARH: The Tagore
literary club of Institute of
Educational Technology and
Vocational Education, Panjab
University (PU), organised a
literary event to commemorate
the centenary year of Jallianwala
Bagh massacre on Wednesday.
The keynote address was delivered by president of Global
Punjabi Sahitya Sabha, Bathinda,
BS Rattan (IRS retd). Chairperson
of department Kanwalpreet Kaur
introduced the speaker. Rattan
described the impact
of this massacre on Punjabi
HTC
literature.

PU grants golden chance
to clear compartments
CHANDIGARH: Golden chance
has been granted by PU to all
professional courses/under
graduate/post graduate courses
students, who could not clear
their compartments and have
exhausted all chances. The
candidates will be allowed to
appear in examinations to be held
in June 2019. The fee will be
₹5,000 for undergraduate
students per class/ per semester
and ₹10,000 for PG students per
semester. Candidates will have to
fill exam form through
ugexam.puchd.ac.in and
pgexam.puchd.ac.in and under
annual system examinations, will
have to fill exam forms available
on the website as well as from
HTC
university sale counter.

‘Chandigarh must
rediscover its soul as a
uniting territory’
CHANDIGARH: ‘Irretrievably
spoilt’ in Chandigarh, Bhai
Baldeep Singh, 49, a custodian of
the Sikh heritage, gave up a
promising Indian Air Force (IAF)
career to conserve the tangible
and intangible musical heritage
of Sikhism.
››P2

Punjabi varsity yet to form panel
to look into 13 inquiry reports
CORRUPTION, NEPOTISM ALLEGATIONS In its last meeting, the Syndicate body had decided to constitute
a three-member panel to further look into the findings so that responsibility can be fixed on officials concerned
Navrajdeep Singh
n

inside information, pleading
anonymity, said that the
inquiry reports submitted by
two-member probe panel came
as dejection. Instead of
suggesting stringent actions
and logical conclusion, the
reports mentioned advisories
for the university to avoid such
negligence in future.

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: Even as the Punjab
accountant general (AG) team
has started auditing the purported scam in fire gear purchase worth ₹80 lakh; the Punjabi University, Patiala, is yet to
constitute a three-member subcommittee to fix responsibility
of officials and employees found
guilty in the other 13 inquiry
reports into allegations of corruption, nepotism, etc.
On March 15, during its special Syndicate body meeting, the
university had opened sealed
inquiry reports compiled by a
two-member probe panel — of
former IAS officer Jagjit Puri
and former IPS officer VK
Kapoor — related to the alleged
negligence in working by the
Punjabi University authorities
between 2007 to 2017.
The Syndicate body had
decided to constitute a threemember panel to further look
into the findings so that
responsibility can be fixed on
officials concerned.
The operative parts of the
reports were put up before the
Syndicate members in detail
and they had authorised vicechancellor (V-C) Prof BS Ghuman to appoint members
of the committee from within
the Syndicate body.
Registrar Manjit Singh Nijjar, who is ex officio secretary of
the body, said that the file

n

The Syndicate has authorised the vice-chancellor to select members of the subcommittee that will
further look into the inquiry reports.
HT PHOTO

related to proceedings of the
meeting regarding the Syndicate decision to formulate the
subcommittee has been mooted
to the V-C office.
“The Syndicate has authorised the V-C to select members
of the panel,” the registrar said.
Meanwhile, Ghuman could
not be contacted for a comment
despite repeated attempts.
As many as 13 internal inquiries that were ordered
by the then secretary, higher
education, Anurag Verma.

Verma was appointed as the
officiating vice-chancellor following the resignation of former
V-C Jaspal Singh, in March 2017.
ACTION ON 13
REPORTS PENDING
The last Syndicate meeting’s
agenda included tabling of
reports on allegations of illegal
recruitment of 65 assistant professors between 2009 to 2016, a
flawed procedure in recruiting
assistant professors at constituent colleges, giving priority to

waiting list candidates in teaching and non-teaching departments, recruitment of outsourced employees, recruitment of teachers on fake SC/BC
certificates, purchase of paper
case and answer book case at
higher prices, giving undue
promotions, faulty purchase of
software distant education
department and examination
branch, incorrect pay fixation,
and giving service extensions to
retiree employees.
A senior official privy to

14 PROBES
WERE ORDERED
Following the resignation of
former vice-chancellor (V-C) Dr
Jaspal Singh in March 2017, the
then secretary higher education
Anurag Verma was appointed
as the officiating V-C.
Verma had received complaints of alleged irregularities
in the university’s functioning
from 2007 to 2017. These
included allegations of nepotism, corruption, and bungling
of funds in the examination
branch, among other issues.
On the basis of these complaints, Verma had ordered 14
internal inquiries in April,
2017. The sealed reports of
these were handed over to
incumbent V-C Prof BS Ghuman in December, 2017.
The V-C had formed a twomember committee, comprising
of former IAS officer Jagjit Puri
and former IPS officer VK
Kapoor, to further investigate
the internal inquiry reports.
The panel had submitted its
sealed findings to the university
in July, 2018.

n

A police party at the crime scene at Rattan Nagar in Patiala on
Tuesday night.
HT PHOTO

‘Depressed’ man
bludgeons his
father to death
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A 30-year-man has allegedly killed his 62-year-old father
at Ratan Nagar in Patiala on
Tuesday night.
The deceased has been identified as Balkar Singh, who was a
retired junior engineer of the
Punjab State Power Corporation
limited (PSPCL). Police said that
accused, Prabhjot Singh, is
unemployed and unmarried.
Police have arrested Prabhjot
and registered a case against him
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at the Tripuri police
station on Wednesday.
Station house officer (SHO)
Harjinder Singh Dhillon said
that the incident is of around
9pm on Tuesday night.
The complainant and

deceased’s wife, Amarjeet Kaur,
told police that her son is
depressed and has a history of
going violent while having any
discussion with his parents.
“On Tuesday, the father-son
duo was sitting in a room at their
house. Suddenly, the complainant heard cries of her husband
and rushed to the room. She
found her son repeatedly attacking her husband on the head
using a hammer. The violent
attack left her husband dead. She
notified police about the murder,” the SHO said.
Police have started investigation and are trying to find
out what ensued argument and
the attack.
“Prima facie, the accused
seems to have some psychological issue. We were informed that
the accused is under severe
depression,” the SHO added.

Denied party ticket, Dalit Cong 17-day theatre fest ends with ‘Jhalli Kithey Jaave’
leaders allege bias, ignorance
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: The Punjab Pradesh

Congress Committee (PPCC)
member and Punjab Youth Congress general secretary, Poonam Kangra, and her supporters
have alleged that the party
ignored the Valmiki community
and Mazhabi Sikhs while
distributing tickets for the Lok
Sabha elections.
Speaking at a press conference here on Wednesday, Kangra said, “Both the communities
have been sidelined. When the

YPS STUDENT
GETS IPSC AWARD
FOR OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENTS
IN SPORT

YOUTH CONG CLAIMS
CM HAS CALLED TICKET
SEEKERS FROM ACROSS
STATE FOR A MEETING
IN CHANDIGARH
ON APRIL 13
Congress party has refused to
field any member of our community on all four reserved seats,
we have decided to sit at our
houses instead of joining the
campaigning. It’s difficult to ask
our community members to vote

UT vigilance team
finds anomalies in
seized NCERT books
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Yadavindra Public

School’s student and ace shooter,
Raj Kanwar Sandhu, has been
accorded with the Indian Public
Schools’ Conference (IPSC) Trust
award and cash prize for outstanding achievements in the
field of sport.
Raj Kanwar has bagged five
gold medals, six silver and six
bronze at the national-level federation and SGFI (School Games
Federation of India) School
Games till now.
He had also participated in the
Australia World Cup last year
and won a bronze medal in 25m
rapid fire pistol shooting.
He had accomplished at International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) World Cup held in
Germany by breaking two world
records, one by winning gold
medal in 25m pistol shooting
where he broke an 11-year
world record; and by winning
another gold and bronze
medal in standard pistol round
where he smashed a 18-year-old
world record.
The school spokesperson said
that YPS students have bagged
the IPSC Award for the second
time in a row. Last year, Chhavi
Kohli had won this award for winning medals in the Commonwealth and other international
championships in fencing.

for Congress after such ignorance on part of the party.”
“I had applied twice from the
Dirba assembly segment and
once from Fatehgarh Sahib. I
will not demand any party ticket
in future. Neither will I campaign for the party candidate for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections,” she added.
Meanwhile, the Youth Congress leaders claimed that chief
minister Captain Amarinder
Singh has called all applicants
(who has asked for party tickets)
from across state for a meeting in
Chandigarh on April 13.

CHANDIGARH :The officials of State

Vigilance Bureau and National
Council of Education Research
and Training (NCERT), Delhi, on
Wednesday, said they have
found the paper quality,
sizes and the colour used in the
seized books to be different
from original.
On April 9, two NCERT
experts from Delhi, along with
UT vigilance officials, raided
Happy Book Depot in Sector 22
and Ramesh Book Depot in
Sector 23, and seized a cache
of the NCERT books on
different subjects.
“The total amount involved is
yet to be calculated. We have
taken 42 books in custody weighing around 34 kilos, 38 books are
from Happy Book Depot while
four are from the other store,”
said an official.
Secretary vigilance BL
Sharma said, “We had received
a tip-off and after taking
necessary approvals, the raid
was conducted.”
From NCERT Delhi, officials
Ashutosh Mishra and Vinod
Kumar were present while
Chandigarh vigilance department inspector Asha Sharma
was coordinating the drive.
“Paper quality and colours
used in the books were completely different from the books
originally published by the
NCERT. At present, we are una-

ware about the source of publication and are trying to locate it.
However, preliminary investigation has revealed that the books
were being published in Uttar
Pradesh,” said an official privy
to the matter.
The raids were carried out following secret information and a
complaint that was lodged with
the vigilance department saying
unauthorised and fake books
were being sold at two book
stores, said police.
”As per our information,
books being sold to customers
were published by unauthorised
sources. We have taken samples
and sent the pirated cache to
NCERT, Delhi, to ascertain the
extent of piracy,” said Niharika
Bhatt, superintendent of vigilance, Chandigarh.
Police said if found guilty, the
concerned people can be booked
for cheating and causing loss to
government exchequer. Majority of the stock has been sold and
raids are being conducted at
godowns, they said.
90% STOCK
ALREADY SOLD
As per information, almost 90 %
of the stock was already sold by
the time raids took place.
“The master soft copy of the
authorised text of the textbooks
is only with NCERT Delhi. We
suspect that the master copy was
leaked after which the fake
books were published,” an official pleading anonymity said.

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The 17-day Patiala

Natya Mahotsav organised by
the North Zonal Cultural
Centre (NZCC) concluded at the
Kalidasa Auditorium at
Virsa Vihar Kendra in Patiala
on Wednesday.
On the concluding day, a play
‘Jhalli Kithey Jaave’ was
staged. The play depicted the life
of a person who explores foreign
lands and works like a machine
to fulfil daily desires of his
family members.
Scripted by Pakistani writer
Shahid Nadeem, the play was
presented by Rashtriye
Jyoti Kala Manch’s founder
Rakesh Thakur.
It was directed by eminent
dramatist Anju Saini.
The play ‘Jhalli Kithey Jaave’
touched the issues of unemployment, witchcraft and other
troubles of life.
Paramjit Warraich and
Chandan Baloch presented the
play as the narrators. The play
shows the family in the story
moving to Dubai to earn more
money and fulfil their needs.
The drama’s central character of Jhalli was portrayed by

n

Artistes enacting the Punjabi play ‘Jhalli Kithey Jaave’ at the Kalidasa Auditorium at Virsa Vihar Kendra in Patiala on Wednesday.

Anju Saini, while the role of
the father was played by
Subhash Bhagat, mother by
Karamjit Kaur, son by

Harsimran Singh, daughters
by Pooja, Prabhjot Kaur
and Dimple.
Dr Akhilesh Happy, Puneet

Repair wires to prevent
fire mishaps and crop
damage: PSPCL to staff
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Punjab State Power

Corporation
Limited
(PSPCL) has issued orders to all
chief engineers and field officers
of distribution zones across
Punjab to take appropriate
action and prevent fire incidents during the wheat harvesting season.
PSPCL chief managing
director (CMD) Baldev Singh
Sran said that the orders have
been issued as an attempt to
save wheat crops from fire incidents due to electrical sparks.
Director (distribution) NK
Sharma is holding meetings
with the field officers on day-today basis. Even the CMD had
addressed meetings of all
chief engineers operations

zones in this regard.
The PSPCL has appealed to
farmers and citizens to “inform
the staff of PSPCL, junior engineer (JE) or subdivisional officer (SDO) immediately over the
phone, in case any electric line
is sparking or likely to spark”.
“Wherever electrical wires
are loose or low, consumers
should register complaint on
PSPCL’s 24-hour control room
telephones (for electricity
related complaints). All field
officers have been instructed to
ensure proper maintenance of
electric wires and switchboards,” a PSPCL official said.
“Lose wires passing through
agricultural fields should be
tightened. If the distance
between electric poles are more,
it should be set right by placing
another intermediate pole,”

PSPCL has instructed its staff.
More such instructions have
been issued to ensure that no
fire mishap takes place.
Apart from this, officials
have been asked to repair
loose jumpers of all transformers/poles.
The PSPCL has informed the
farmers that due to high temperature during the 15 days of crop
harvesting, there is an increase
in the possibility of fire mishaps, thus power supply to
agricultural pump set feeders
will be provided at night
as per requirement, instead
of daytime.
The PSPCL has requested
farmers across state to cooperate with the corporation and
take care of their power infrastructure while the harvesting
using combines.

and Shahid arranged the
music for the play. The theatre
festival garnered good response
from the residents.

HT PHOTO

Art-lovers and drama enthusiasts visited the event every
day and appreciated the talents
for their performances.

City-based man held
with 550gm heroin
from Ludhiana
LUDHIANA: Police held a 22-yearold man after recovering 550gm
heroin from him on Tuesday.
The accused was identified as
Sooraj Pratap Singh, who formerly worked as a fitness trainer
at a private gym in the city. He
hails from Patiala, and is currently living in a rented accommodation in Kali Sadak area of
Shivpuri, Ludhiana.
Inspector Harbans Singh,
in-charge, Special Task Force,
Ludhiana, said police stopped
him for checking at a checkpoint
on Rahon Road while he was riding a motorcycle. On checking his
bag, 550gm heroin was recovered
from it. “He was arrested and his
motorcycle was seized,” the
inspector said.
He added that the accused
revealed that while he was working as a trainer at a local gym,
some customers introduced him
to heroin, and he got addicted. He
then left the job and took to drug

peddling for easy money.
The accused was produced
before a court on Wednesday, and
sent to two-day police custody.
A case has been registered
under the Narcotics Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act at
the Meharban police station.
25-YEAR-OLD MAN HELD
WITH 12-GM HEROIN
MOHALI: A 25-year-old man was
arrested and 12gm of heroin was
seized from his possession here.
The accused is Anuj, of Himachal Pradesh. Police said that at a
checkpost set up outside Sunny
Enclave, they stopped a person
who was driving a two-wheeler.
On frisking, they seized 12gm
of heroin from his pocket.
“He was produced before a
local court and was sent to judicial custody,” said investigating
officer Keval Singh.
The accused has been booked
under the NDPS Act.
HTC
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‘Chandigarh must rediscover
its soul as a uniting territory’

Aspiring singer had
kidnapped 11-yr-old
Kurali boy, arrested

KEEPER OF THE FLAME ‘Irretrievably spoilt’ in Chandigarh, Bhai Baldeep Singh gave up a
promising IAF career to conserve the tangible and intangible musical heritage of Sikhism

BOLLYWOOD DREAMS Had sought ₹2L ransom to raise
money for Mumbai, left victim in Ambala on getting cold feet

WORK
Some may know him as the face of the Aam
Aadmi Party from Khadoor Sahib in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, others may recognise him from
his appearances on national television, but Bhai
Baldeep Singh’s repertoire is an extensive amalgamation of musical compositions as they were
first sung by the Sikh gurus, Bhakti marg exponents and Sufi pirs, revival of ancient instruments and more.
He is the caretaker of the Sultanpur LodhiAmritsari Baaj, the oldest school of classical percussion in Punjab. He established the Anad
Foundation, a non-governmental, non-profit
conservatory for tangible and intangible Sikh
heritage, and serves as honorary dean of the
faculty of humanities and religious studies at Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar.
Born on September 13, 1969, Bhai
Baldeep Singh is a direct descendant of the
first Sikh guru, Guru Nanak’s disciple,
Bhai Sadharan, who was the caretaker
and second head of the Dharamsaal,
a school of dharmic learning established by Guru Nanak at Kartarpur in 1521, and Bhai Sahib
Singh, a close associate of
the tenth guru, Guru
Gobind Singh.
It is no coincidence
that he took it upon
himself to become the
bearer of legacy of the
masters of Gurbani
Kirtan tradition,
warriors and
freedom fighters
who never shook
hands with the British.
But before he devoted his
life to the revival of GuruSikh heritage, as a young
city boy, he was all set to
embark on a journey as a
fighter pilot of the Indian
Air Force (IAF).

HT Correspondent

THE TURNING
POINT
I visited my grand
uncles in the summer of 1987. My
grand aunt
embraced me and I
never got out of her
embrace. She ushered me into the living
room and for the first

n

time, I saw the legendary 19th century maestro,
Baba Shardha Singh’s taus, a peacock-shaped
bow and string instrument; the portrait of the
legendary Bhai Sahib Jwala Singh Ragi of Thatta
Tibba; and the two volumes of Gurbani Sangeet
by Bhai Avtar Singh Gurcharan Singh.
Realising that the essence of the Sikh tradition
and the indigenous pedagogy of the gurus’ courts
were in danger of extinction, I took the lifechanging decision of renouncing a promising
career in the IAF and travelled across India and
beyond to document and assimilate the oral narratives and musical knowledge of the last living
memory-bearers of Sikh excellence.
PRESENT HOME TOWN
New Delhi
EDUCATION
Graduate (1984-88); shastar-vidya (martial arts) under Mahant Gurdev Singh;
from 1987-2017, pakhawaj (Sultanpur
Lodhi – Amritsari Baaj under Ustad
Bhai Arjan Singh Tarangar);
Gurbani (Dharamsal, Girwari
Taksal and Sekhwan Taksal)
in vaar, chhant and dhrupad genres under Bhai
Avtar Singh Gurcharan
Singh; dhrupad
(Ustad Rahim
Fahimuddin Khan
Dagar and Malikzada Ustad
Mohammad Hafiz
Khan Khandehre
Talwandiwale);
luthiery (Giani
Harbhajan Singh
Mistri).
MY CHANDIGARH CONNECT
I am born, bred and
irretrievably spoilt in
Chandigarh. I was
trained to be an aviator
here and when my
‘flight’ changed course,
I become a conservator
of memories — arts,
music, exegesis, tangible
and intangible heritage.
From learning how to
make aero-models, I ended
up handcrafting back to
life all extinct musical
instruments from the Gursikh and Bhakti traditions.

BHAI BALDEEP SINGH

MY AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Dhrupad, pakhawaj, poetry, Gurbani Sangeet,
luthiery, audio-visual documentation and restoration, photography, film editing, storytelling —
even politics.
MY SECRET TO SUCCESS
An elder once sternly quipped, “Blessings do not
fetch you anything, hard work does!” Another
elder taught me the value of intelligently logged
(hard-worked) hours. It has been dedicated hard
work with a maddening (nay sickening) attention to detail.
WHAT I OWE TO CHANDIGARH
My DNA was cast in Chandigarh — from art
classes in Sector 32 Model School, aeromodelling
and defence studies at the (then) Government
College for Men, Sector 11, to flying at the Pinjore
Aviation Club courtesy of the NCC Air Wing,
playing squash at the Air Force Officers’ Institute, to renouncing my flying career in 1990, I
owe my formative years to Chandigarh and my
resilience and resolve to all my teachers.
THINGS I LIKE TO DO WHEN
I VISIT CHANDIGARH
In the last four years, I have been reunited with
college friends and NCC Republic Day Camp 1987
colleagues. Apart from meetings, I enjoy time
with family, watch a film with nephews and nieces when I can and discover new eateries.
HOW HAS THE CITY CHANGED
OVER THE YEARS?
During the golden jubilee celebrations at the
Chandigarh School of Architecture a few years
ago, I called Le Corbusier’s Chandigarh an
example of how not to make a city because I
believe, at the very onset, when Corbusier laid
his concrete ideas on the anvil, the local and vernacular were not honoured. In recent years, I
have been relearning to love the city.
THE CHANGE I WOULD
LIKE TO SEE IN THE CITY
Too much construction and congestion now; I
would like to see a greener, more socioculturally
sensitive Chandigarh. Rather than castigating
itself as just another UT, Chandigarh must rediscover its soul as a uniting territory.
SECRET OF SUCCESS IN
THE WORK YOU DO
Not being easily awed or distracted. To not look
for easy routes or short circuits and to be able to
thrive even in the centre of the storm-eye. Have
no favourites or biases — honour merit.
AS TOLD TO NAVLEEN KAUR KHETARPAL

K U R A L I D E S T I T U T E H O M E I N M AT E D E L I V E R S C H I L D

Stepfather had raped 12-year-old
HT Correspondent
n

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PROTECTORS TURN PREDATORS

MOHALI : The 12-year-old inmate

of a destitute home in Kurali,
who gave birth to a child on Monday at Chandigarh’s Government Medical College and Hospital, was raped and impregnated
by her stepfather, who has been
in prison since January 30 for the
crime, police sources said on
Tuesday.
Police had early this year registered a case against the man, a
mechanic, under Section 376 and
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO), in Phase
1, Mohali, after his stepdaughter
was found to be seven months

May 2018: Police arrested a man
for allegedly raping his 11-year-old
stepdaughter near the Ghaggar
river after taking her to the zoo

Employed at a bicycle shop in
Attawa, Chandigarh, he had 10
siblings, including the 11-year-old
victim

July 2018: A 22-year-old man was
arrested on Friday for repeatedly
raping his minor sister in Desumajra village, Kharar, on July 21.

Feb 2019: Police booked a man
on February for raping his
10- year-old stepdaughter after
her mother caught him in the act

pregnant and sent to the destitute home.
In a case that serves as a horrific reminder of the 2017 case in
which a Chandigarh minor gave
birth to a baby girl after being
repeatedly assaulted by two of

her uncles, the victim, a Class 5
student in a private school, was
exploited by the man her mother
had reportedly married and who
was living in their house. No
proof of the marriage, however,
exists.

The rape came to light when
the victim approached her
schoolteacher after complaining
of a stomachache and confided in
her. On being informed, the girl’s
mother then lodged a police complaint against the accused.
Abandoned by her husband six
years ago, she had married the
accused in a temple and had been
living with him and her three
children.
Now, police will get the newborn’s DNA profiling done to
strengthen the case against the
accused. The report will be filed
in the supplementary challan as
police have already submitted
the chargesheet in a Mohali
court last month.

Capt govt stalled 2 threaten drug inspector, booked
all public welfare
schemes: Shwait
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The UT police have

LUDHIANA : President of the state
unit of the BJP Shwait Malik
claimed that chief minister (CM)
Amarinder Singh has done nothing for the state and is making
false announcements even after
two years of assuming office.
Malik said that the manifesto of
the Congress was a farce. Malik
was addressing the media after a
meeting with party leaders.
“Amarinder Singh has put a
lock on all public welfare
schemes, including free books,
cycles for students, atta dal
scheme and free trains for pilgrims. As many as 800 government dispensaries have been
closed, 1953 jan aushadhi kendras, 800 schools and suvidha
centres have been closed during
the Congress regime,” he said.
“What the government has
started is sale of drugs in the
state. The government is supporting sand mafia, oil mafia and
corruption is at its peak in the
state. The state government has
not paid its share in the smart city
project and the free health insurance scheme for poor families has
been closed,” he said.
HTC

booked two men for threatening
a woman drug inspector at her
office in the administrative block
of Government Multi Specialty
Hospital, Sector 16.
The development comes days
after a Punjab woman drug officer was shot dead at her office in
Kharar.
The accused have been identified as Brijender Nath Choubey
and his associate Rahul Chaubey.
Both are absconding.
The action came after UT drug
inspector Sarika Malik wrote a
complaint to the senior superintendent of police (SSP), stating
there is a “threat to her safety,
security and dignity” from Brijender.
Malik alleged that Brijender,
who introduces himself as a Delhi
high court advocate, acts as a
middleman and “misuses” the
names of drug controller officers
to make clients. “He is into liaisoning , which is illegal. He takes
files from applicants who want to
get drug license and charges
money from them, spoiling our
name in the market,” she said.
The drug inspector alleged:

“Brijender first visited my office
in February along with two to
three people to get drug licence
for them. They would keep standing outside the office for hours as
I would not allow them to enter
my room. They would keep staring at me and other officers.”
Malik alleged on February 22,
he forcibly entered her office and
threatened her by saying: “Main
apka office mein baithna mushkil
kar dunga (I will make it difficult
for you to sit in your office).”
Brijender allegedly again
threatened her on Monday. “I
was outside my office to take
some call. When I returned, I saw
him along with one more person
taking my picture from a distance. When I walked towards my
room, he blocked my way and his
tone and body language were
very intimidating. I quickly
entered my colleague’s room and
called the director health service
(DHS) for security,” said Malik.
DHS immediately sent security and police too reached the
spot. “He even threatened that he
will come to my office and no one
could stop him,” Malik alleged.
‘INFORMED DHS TWICE,
BUT NO ACTION TAKEN’
Malik said she had written to the

DHS, Dr G Dewan, twice about
this issue, but no action as taken.
“After the February 22 incident, I wrote a letter to Dr G
Dewan sharing details about the
illegal liasioning activity. I
requested him to strengthen
security in the department as I
was feeling a threat to personal
safety. I had also asked for banning the entry of third parties in
the office premises,” she said.
Malik said she wrote another
letter a week ago, following the
murder of Punjab drug officer
Neha Shoree, a close friend.
Dr Dewan said: “The file
moved by the drug inspector
against a person who brings
applications for licence was sent
to the law officer to check if such
liaisoning was permitted or not.”
He said there is round-theclock security in the hospital and
the administrative building.
“Every officer is free to file a
police complaint if they feel
threatened,” he said.
A case under Sections 186
(obstructing public servant in
discharge of duty), 341(wrongful
restraint), 506 (criminal intimidation) and 34 (acts done by several
persons in furtherance of common intention) at the Sector 17
police station.

Thieves decamp
with valuables
from locked house
CHANDIGARH:

Unidentified
thieves struck at a locked house
here and took away cash and
valuables, police said.
Complainant Krishan Pal, 45,
said the family had gone to
attend a wedding. Pal received
a call from his neighbour Sadhu
Ram who told him that the locks
of his house were broken.
“We rushed back to and found
that all the rooms had been ransacked. Upon inspection, we
found ₹30,000 and other valuables including gold and silver
jewellery missing,”Pal said.
A case was registered under
Sections 380 (theft in dwelling
house, etc) and 457 (lurking
house-trespass) of the Indian
HTC
Penal Code (IPC).
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Police then traced Parminder
and with his help nabbed the
accused.
After making the ransom call,
Sahil had destroyed the SIM
card. Abandoning the car outside the hotel, he had used a
three-wheeler to travel to Samrala Chowk in Ludhiana and
then boarded a bus to Ambala.
On reaching there, he left the
child at the bus stand, from
where he was recovered.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : To fund his Bollywood

dreams, a 25-year-old aspiring
singer had kidnapped the
11-year-old Kurali boy who was
later recovered from the Ambala
bus stand on Sunday.
The Mohali police disclosed
this while producing the accused
Sahil Verma, who belongs to
Sonepat in Haryana, before
media on Tuesday. He was
arrested from Kurali.
Sahil had lured the child with
an ice cream on Saturday and
even demanded ₹2-lakh ransom
from his family. However, he had
developed a cold feet later and
left the kid in Ambala.
"A graduate from the government college in Gohana, Sahil
aspired to be a singer and make a
career in Bollywood, for which
he wanted to move to Mumbai.
To raise the money, he kidnapped the boy,” said Harcharan
Singh Bhullar, senior superintendent of police (SSP), Mohali.
Sahil had come to Chandigarh
in 2016 to shoot for a song and
became friends with Parminder
Singh, alias Sonu, who shot
music videos.
“He stayed with him for a few
days and later took a room on

n

Sahil Verma, 25

rent at an industrial unit in
Paprali, Morinda.
RANSOM CALL HELPED
POLICE TRACE HIM
Police got the first lead from the
ransom call made to the boy’s
mother, who is a teacher, on Sunday. The boy’s father was a scrap
dealer and had died in 2013.
The call was traced to Ludhiana from where police recovered
a white Maruti car parked outside a hotel. Sahil had stayed
there with the child after the kidnapping.
“The second-hand car was
bought for ₹14,000, 15 days before
the kidnapping. As Sahil did not
have an Adhaar card, the car was
bought in the name of his friend
Parminder,” said the SSP.

USED JUNK FOOD TO
BEFRIEND VICTIM
The SSP said Sahil used to go to
the Kurali stadium daily. “On
March 31 and April 2, he had
treated the boy and his two
friends to burgers outside the
stadium in order to befriend the
11-year-old,” he said.
On the day of kidnapping,
Sahil had gone to the vegetable
market in Kurali in his car,
where he met the victim and his
friends. “He them took them to a
dairy opposite Chaudhary Hospital and treated them to ice
cream, after which he took away
the boy for a drive,” said Bhullar.
The crime was also captured in
the CCTV footage of the dairy.
A case under Section 363 (kidnapping) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered.

FIIT JEE denied
relief, asked to refund
three students’ fees

24X7 OPERATIONS
AT INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT IN UT
FROM TODAY

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n
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CHANDIGARH: The state consumer

MOHALI: Finally, round-the-

disputes redressal commission
via a common order disposed of
three appeals filed in 2018 by
FIIT JEE and directed it to
refund the fee to the students
who left the course.
The forum directed to refund
the fee of complainants, which
was illegally charged from them
for unattended period of the
course, besides compensation
and litigation charges.
In the first case, the opposition
party was directed to refund
₹48,918 to the complainant and
pay ₹10,000 as compensation and
litigation charges each.
In the second complaint, the
opposition party was directed to
refund the balance fee ₹1.2 lakh
with 12% interest from the date
of filing complaint. They were
also directed to pay ₹10,000 as litigation cost and ₹25,000 for harassment.
In the third case, the forum
directed to pay a compensation
of ₹15, 000 to the complainant for
deficiency in service. Despite
instructions to stop payment,
they negligently cleared two
cheques in favour of OP-3 (FIIT
JEE), it was stated.
The OP-3, was directed to
refund ₹40,933 fee they illegally
charged. It was also directed to
pay ₹40,000 as compensation for
unfair trade practices and men-

clock operations will begin at
Chandigarh International Airport from April 10.
As per the summer schedule,
there will 38 flights in new
schedule but the increase in
flights is mostly in existing destinations.
The only new connectivity
introduced is ChandigarhChennai that will be operational from April 30.
The airport will open from
April 10 for category 4E aircraft
which are wide-bodied and
include Boeing 777, B747-400,
Airbus 330, and Boeing 787-800
(Dreamliner).
Installation of in line
X-ray baggage system for
better security to passengers
will help connect international
flights.
Presently, the airport
has a facility of Category-II
(CAT-II) instrument landing
system (ILS) which
enables pilots to land even if
they cannot establish visual
contact with the runway,
especially in foggy conditions,
when visibility is down to 350
metres.
The CAT-III ILS system
that permits operations even
when visibility is as low as 100
metres will be ready by December 2019.

n

FIIT JEE directed to pay
compensation and litigation
charges also.

tal agony, harassment caused to
complainant and ₹20,000 litigation cost.
Counsel of the appellant
Mukesh Goel argued that complainants are not entitled to
refund. He said that education is
not a commodity and educational institutes are not providing any kind of service, therefore
there is no question of deficiency
of service.
However, the forum mentioned that the appellant cannot
be allowed an advantageous
position, keeping in mind the
interest of poor consumer.
“When a student signs the
admissions form, they have no
bargaining power to negotiate or
refuse to sign the particular
clause, hence such clauses
should not be held against student,” the forum stated.

BEAK-A-BOO

n

A male Indian ring-necked parakeet trying to woo a female companion, perched on a tree branch in Sector 24, Chandigarh. As its
name suggests, the male bird can be identified by the rosy ring around its neck, which is absent in females.
ANIL DAYAL/HT
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‘There’sno
awkwardness
withBhumi’

Catchy promo songs that are
nowhere in the film are emerging
as a tool to attract the audience

CURIOUS
CASEOF
PROMO
SONGS
Rishabh Suri

hen a particular
song catches our
fancy, we sometimes
end up watching the
whole movie just because we
had liked that number.
However, often, by the time
we finish watching the film,
we find out that not only has
the melody vanished but, in
some cases, is nowhere to be
found in the closing credit as
well. That’s what’s called the
‘power of promotional songs’.
Of late, there have been many
catchy numbers such as Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Sab
Badhiya Hai from Sui Dhaaga
(2018), and Poster Lagwa Do
from Luka Chuppi, that
caught on with the viewers,
but weren’t included in the
narrative of the film
and were not even aired after
the film got over.
After teasers, promo songs
are steadily emerging as a tool
to attract audiences. Trade
analyst Komal Nahta says
that this a “new
phenomenon”. “Makers
spend lakhs and crores of
rupees on one song...
[However] they don’t want to
disturb the narrative, so
[they] don’t ghusaao (insert) it
into the film like they used to
do. These songs are used to
promote a film, so they (the
makers) don’t mind ‘cheating’
and telling people, ‘this is a
song, come and watch the

W

film’. The audience doesn’t
understand what’s a promo
song and what’s a film ka
song.”
Composer Anu Malik, who
composed the music for Sui
Dhaaga, says that the team,
even today, feels that the
song, Sab Badhiya Hai, should
have been a part of the film.
“It’s a catch-22 situation. It
was happening before also,
wherein promo tracks were
created to hit the bullseye.
One has to admit that a very
catchy song grabs eyeballs,
and this country loves music.
People [sometimes] hear the
tracks and decide if they want
to watch the film or not.”
But what about the
audiences feeling annoyed at
not being able to watch their
favourite song/s on the big
screen? Music baron and
filmmaker Bhushan Kumar
argues, “As producers, we
have to promote the film as
well as its music, but as
makers, we have to put the
film first. And music is a big
territory for producers’
recovery. Also, audiences can
[always] watch the song on
YouTube... It’s not like early
days, where there were no
platforms and the audiences
would feel [confused about]
why the song isn’t there.”
DJ Chetas, who composed
Mera Wala Dance from
Simmba (2018), rues that the
song wasn’t promoted
enough, even though it was

Taapsee Pannu (right) was
the first choice for one of
the leads in Pati Patni Aur
Woh. She was replaced by
Bhumi Pednekar (left)
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Taapsee Pannu, the
first choice for playing one
of the leads in the
upcoming film Pati Patni Aur
Woh, had recently lashed out
against the makers, calling
them ‘unprofessional’ when
she was ousted from the project
without intimation. Her role
finally went to Bhumi
Pednekar. Coincidentally,
around the same time, Bhumi
and Taapsee were about to
begin work on Anurag
Kashyap’s next. And Taapsee
now says that Bhumi went out
of her way to ensure that their

A

still aired towards the end.
“The thing is, promo tracks
these days are not promo
tracks. People go to watch the
movie, and still don’t watch it
in the end, unless it is a huge
hit. The bad part is that these
tracks are usually out closer
to the release. The actors who
are promoting the film, don’t
promote the track as it hadn’t
been released before. If I get
an option, I will do a normal
track. You get recognition
there.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

equation was not affected.
“Actually, when I spoke
about it, Bhumi and I were
doing script reading sessions
together, every day. Honestly, I
had no idea that Bhumi had
signed the film. I knew
someone else had been signed
but, for me, it really didn’t
matter who was replacing me.
What mattered was that
someone else was signed
without my knowledge,
especially when I had locked
my dates for it,” she says.
It was only on the day the
news broke out that she got to
know from Bhumi that she was
finalised for the project. “On

the day the article appeared, I
was in a flight for a major
portion of the day. As soon as I
landed, I saw a message and a
call from Bhumi asking me to
call her back. The first thing
she said was, ‘I’m really sorry
to know about this and I didn’t
know about any of this’. She
was really apologetic and said
she didn’t know the back story.
I asked her to not be so worked
up because it wasn’t her fault,”
reveals Taapsee.
In fact, she credits Bhumi for
going out of her way to ensure
things were smooth between
them. “She is very sweet that
way. She didn’t want things to

be awkward between us
because we were starting a
new, wonderful journey
together,” the actor says,
adding, “There is no
awkwardness between us. I
wasn’t targeting a particular
person and I didn’t have a
personal agenda, so she knows
that this wasn’t about her. I was
merely calling out this kind of
unprofessional behaviour that
no actor should have to go
through. I’ve made an entire
career out of rejections, so you
don’t tell me what it is when
you tell an actor to block dates
and then tell them that they
were one of the options.”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

From top: Stills from
Andhadhun’s title track, Sanu
Kehndi from Kesari, Poster
Lagwa Do from Luka Chuppi
and Sab Badhiya Hai from Sui
Dhaaga (2018)

STOP PRESS

RANVEER NOT
IN DON 3: ZOYA
ully Boy director Zoya
Akhtar has rubbished
rumours about Ranveer
Singh replacing Shah Rukh
Khan in her brother Farhan
Akhtar’s Don 3. Zoya as
reported by Pinkvilla, said,
“No, no. That’s absolute
nonsense.” Zoya was also
asked about the status of
Don 3, to which she replied,
“Na toh main Farhan Akhtar
hoon, na hi main Shah Rukh
Khan ya Ritesh Sidhwani
(producer) hoon.”

G

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

htcity TIME OUT

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
APRIL 11,
2019

Be careful while making new investments to
avoid losses. Do not neglect health. Lack of
attendance may trouble some on the
academic front. Your performance
appraisal may not suit your liking. Don’t
be selfish when it comes to your partner.
Bad mood at work can ruin home
ARIES
environment,
so be calm.
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Purple
Maintaining exercise routine will benefit you.
Worsening financial situation can make
some desperate for a solution. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
at work. Lover is likely to be in the best
mood and may initiate something
exciting today. Avoid ignoring an elder’s
advice as it might prove disappointing.

TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)

Health will remain at peace today. You are likely
to overcome the hurdles faced on the
financial front. Someone at work may not
let you have your way. Romantic
intentions will be fully reciprocated.
Don’t drive if you are not authorised.
You may not be able to achieve what you
had wanted on the academic front.
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Some turbulence is seen on the health front.
This is the time to reap the benefits of the
work done on the job front, so expect
some well-deserved rewards. An elder
will give an advice to deal with a tough
situation. Newlyweds can experience a
little turbulence in their married life.
Shelve property discussions for now.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Cream

SAGITTARIUS

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
THURSDAY, A PRIL 11, 2019

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Cream

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

A change of lifestyle for better health may suit
you. Financial situation may deteriorate. You
will manage to tackle increasing workload.
You are likely to face hard time
convincing your partner on the romantic
front. Shelving any travel plans for the
time being is better. Wealth through
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Lucky Number: 4 Colour: Electric Blue

It will be important to remain alert on the road
today. Domestic atmosphere will remain
great with good vibes. Love is in the air for
those seeking it. Don’t be hasty in
matters of property as a good deal is on
the way. Pay attention to your health.
Success on the financial front is just
CAPRICORN
around the corner.
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Beige

AQUARIUS
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)

Your financial condition will improve but might
take time. Professional opportunities are
likely to come in your way. Success is likely
for those seeking love. High expenses
may deter some to go in for higher
studies. Travelling plans are not there on
your
cards. Property matters are best
CANCER
resolved on some other day.
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark Red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Health remains stable. A good financial position
will help in undertaking something bigger.
You may need to put someone in his or her
place on the professional front. Your
caring attitude is likely to enamour you
to your beloved. Much happiness is
foreseen in family life. Some good news
in terms of ancestral property is awaiting.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Maroon

You will have to wait for previous investments
to give you returns to maintain your
financial health. Treatment at work may
compel some to consider a job switch.
Keep romance on the back seat for a
while. Someone you have not met in
years is likely to contact for a good
property deal.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Mohit Suri: The film director, who is
known for his films, Awarapan, Murder 2,
Aashiqui 2 , Ek Villain and Half Girlfriend,
turns 38 today.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Your financial condition might deteriorate as
flow of money becomes stagnant. Your
persuasiveness may prove a big strength
on the professional front. Conveying
your romantic desires in a unique way to
someone you love will get you success!
This is not a favourable period for people
wanting to invest in property.

A change of air will do you good and restore
your health. You may gain some good
returns from an old investment. Scoring
brownie points with your lover is likely
for some. Staying away from a travel
plan is better for now. A property issue
you are apprehensive about is likely to
be settled amicably.

Good health is expected to remain at your way.
Good returns can be expected from an old
investment maturing now. Those in love
can feel gloomy due to lover’s
indifference. There is a chance of taking
a break from daily routine by planning a
short vacation. You might handle a
PISCES
property deal entrusted to you.
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
Lucky Number: 17 Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES ON TV
HBO
1120 The Adventures of
Tintin
1312 Transformers: Dark of
The Moon
1555 Mission Impossible II
1803 Baywatch
2000 Transformers: The Last
Knight

MATHDOKU

SONY PIX
1047 Deep Blue Sea
1234 The Fast And The
Furious: Tokyo Drift
1445 Suicide Squad
1730 Harry Potter And The
Sorcerer’s Stone
2046 The Mummy

DID YOU KNOW?
Asoka (2001) was TaMil actor Ajith
KuMar’s first Bollywood filM and is
the only Hindi Movie he ever did till
date.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3052

STAR MOVIES
1235 Cinderella
1433 The Wolverine
1654 Ice Age: Collision
Course
1845 Undisputed III:
Redemption
2050 Men In Black 3

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

CRAIC
NPISS
IPYGNT
AAMR K K
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The universe will reward you for _______ ____ on its
behalf
- Shakti Gawain (6,5)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Circa, snips/spins, typing, markka
ANSWER: The universe will reward you for taking risks on its
behalf - Shakti Gawain

Singersongwriter
Camila
Cabello
PHOTO: RICHARD
SHOTWELL/
INVISION/AP

WHYSCARLETTHAD
TORUSHTOPOLICE
Johansson
stopped to alert
police about the
incident but did
not file a report

op star Camila Cabello
will headline a new
Cinderella film, being
directed by Kay Cannon. The
film has been described as a
retelling of the classic fairy
tale, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

P

Popular TV host and actor
James Corden will produce the
film, along with Leo Pearlman.
The details of the plot are
currently under wraps but it is
said to be “a modern
reimagining” of the traditional
story, with “a musical bent
thrown in for good measure”.
Cabello, 22, will also be
involved in the music of the
film. The original Cinderella,
an animated drama, was
released in 1950. It spawned
two live-action remakes — a
1997 movie and a 2015 version.
Cabello achieved superstar
status after the success of her
single Havana and debut
album Camila (both 2018).
Cannon made her
directorial debut with comedy
Blockers (2018), starring Leslie
Mann, Ike Barinholtz, and
John Cena.
PTI

ANI

WB
1040 Cop Out
1223 The Hunter’s Prayer
1353 Drunken Master
1548 Poseidon
1734 The Spiderwick
Chronicles
1906 Fool’s Gold
& PICTURES
1112 Rustom
1418 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1722 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2000 Gold
UTV MOVIES
1110 Souten
1435 Nigahen: Nagina Part II
1735 Ek Tsunami Jwalamukhi
2020 Damini
ZEE CINEMA
1156 Chennai Express
1514 Daringbaaz 3
1744 Khatarnak Ishq
2100 Himmatwar

Julianne joins series
based on Stephen
King’s horror romance

Actor Scarlett
Johansson first
appeared in the
role of the Black
Widow in Jon
Favreau’s Iron Man
2 (2010)
PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS/AFP

CamilaCabelloto
playCinderellain A
a‘modern’take

ctor Scarlett
Johansson, who plays
superhero Black
Widow, had to take
refuge at a police station,
following a dangerous
paparazzi chase
on Monday.
The incident took place
after the star featured on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, along
with three of her co-stars,
Robert Downey Jr, Paul Rudd
and Chris Hemsworth.
Following the shoot, the
actor headed out in a car with
two people. According to USA
Today, an LAPD
spokesperson confirmed the
actor alleging that paparazzi
were following her “in a
dangerous fashion” on her
way back from the American
talk show.
Johansson stopped at the
Hollywood station to alert
police of the incident but did
not file a police report, the
report mentioned.
Johansson first appeared in
the role of the Black Widow in
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man 2
(2010). She, then, reprised the
role in seven other movie in
the Avengers series.

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Lucky Number: 8 Colour: Light Grey

Actor Julianne Moore
PHOTO: JON KOPALOFF/AFP

ulianne Moore will be
starring in the adaptation
of Stephen King’s 2006
horror-romance Lisey’s Story.
A streaming platform has
handed out an eight-episode
straight-to-series order. The
series will be titled the same
as the book, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
Stephen King, besides
being the executive producer
alongside Moore, will write all
the episodes — which is rare
for the writer.
JJ Abrams and Ben
Stephenson will also be the
executive producers. The hunt
for the director is still on.
Described as a ‘deeply
personal thriller’, the series
follows Lisey (Moore), the
protagonist two years after the
death of her husband. In the
course of time, Lisey comes
across amazing realities about
him that she forgot.

J

ACCORDING TO USA
TODAY, THE PAPARAZZI
WERE FOLLOWING
HER “IN A DANGEROUS
FASHION”

STEPHEN KING,
BESIDES
BEING THE EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER
ALONGSIDE MOORE,
WILL WRITE ALL THE
EPISODES
Lisey’s Story is the third for
Abrams’ production at Apple
after Little Voice and My
Glory Was I Had Such Friends.
Moore is a five-time Oscar
nominee, and won the award
in the Best Actress category
for Still Alice in 2015. Lisey’s
Story is her first major role in
a series since her Emmywinning role in As the World
Turns. The actor has also
played former Alaska
governor Sarah Palin in the
series Game Change.
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