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SC REFUSES
TO LIFT BAN
ON TIKTOK

MOAZZAM KHAN TIPPED TO BE PAKISTAN’S NEW
HIGH COMMISSIONER TO INDIA
>>htnation p9

‘ASSANGE TRIED TO SPY FROM EMBASSY’

WIKILEAKS FOUNDER VIOLATED ASYLUM CONDITIONS: ECUADOR PREZ >>htworld p12

>>htnation p9

shortstories

says monsoon to be
ECbarsallcampaigning IMD
‘near-normal’ this time
byelectioncodeviolators
CLOUD SPOTTING
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: TheIndiaMeteorologi-

n

Smoke and flames rise
during a fire at the
landmark Notre-Dame
Cathedral in Paris.

CRACKDOWN Adityanath, Mayawati, Maneka, Azam can’t address rallies for 48 to 72 hrs
AFP

HT Correspondent
n

FIRE DEVASTATES
850-YEAR-OLD
PARIS CATHEDRAL
PARIS:Notre-Dame Cathedral
went up in flames on Monday in a
roaring blaze that devastated the
Parisian landmark, a searing loss
for the city and for France. Flames
that began in the early evening
burst rapidly through the roof of
the centuries-old cathedral and
engulfed the spire, which collapsed, quickly followed by the
AFP
entire roof.

Plea in SC to let women
pray inside all mosques
NEW DELHI: A Muslim couple
from Maharashtra moved the
Supreme Court seeking the right
for women to pray at mosques.
The petition, which refers to the
top court’s September judgment
on Sabarimala, says Muslim
women have the right to worship
HTC
in mosques.

Kapurthala financier burnt
to death, cops clueless
KAPURTHALA: A 31-year-old
financier was burnt to death
under suspicious circumstances
here on Sunday night. Police said
Vishal Sharma was ‘found lying’
with severe burn injuries on the
Kala Sanghian road on the
outskirts of Kapurthala.
››P2

ELECTION2019
NEWCOMERS
IN LOK SABHA
ELECTIONS
HT spotlights firsttimers in Lok Sabha
elections in Punjab.
The first in the series
is Parminder Singh
Dhindsa, SAD
nominee from
Sangrur. ››P2

ON POLL PANEL’S RADAR

letters@hindustantimes.com

Yogi Adityanath

NEWDELHI: The Election Commis-

sion(EC)issuedaflurryoforders
on Monday, barring Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath,BahujanSamajPartychief
Mayawati, Union minister Maneka Gandhi, and Samajwadi
Party leader Azam Khan from
campaigningforvaryingperiods
of time for their intemperate
utterancesonthecampaigntrail.
EC’sactionscameshortlyafter
it was pulled up by the Supreme
Court. A bench headed by CJI
Ranjan Gogoi took a dim view of
its submission that it didn’t have
much powers and wasn’t in a
position to take any action other
than issuing advisories. “Mr
Election Commission, you have
toactverypromptly.Youcannot
drag matters like this. Get into
action immediately,” CJI said.
Soon after, EC issued its
orders barring Adityanath and
Mayawati. It barred the former
fromcampaigningforthreedays,
and the latter, two days, both
beginning at 6am Tuesday, for
flouting the model code of conduct by referring to religion and
casteintheirspeeches. Thisisthe
firstsuch punishment metedout
toanyleaderthispoliticalseason.
Interestingly,thecourtreviewed
the five notices issued till Mondaymorningby EC. It notedthat
two were to Adityanath and one
to Mayawati and that neither
leader had responded.
“What have you done since
they have not responded?” CJI
Gogoi asked EC’s counsel, who
had no answer.
TheSCwashearingaPILfiled
by an NRI yoga teacher based in
theUnitedArabEmirates(UAE),
seeking a direction to the EC to
take“strictaction”againstpoliticalpartiesiftheirspokespersons
maderemarksbasedoncasteand
religion lines ahead of this summer’s Lok Sabha elections.

Violation: Spoke about a “green virus”, apparently
referring to Muslim voters. Also referred to “Bajrang
Bali”, which the EC said was an appeal for votes

BAN 72 hours from 6am, April 16

Mayawati
Violation: Asked Muslims to vote en bloc for
opposition candidates while speaking at a joint
rally of the SP, BSP and RLD in Uttar Pradesh

BAN 48 hours from 6am, April 16

Azam Khan
Violation: Made an indecent remark against Jaya
Prada, the Bharatiya Janata Party’s candidate from
the Rampur Lok Sabha constituency

BAN 72 hours from 10am, April 16

Maneka Gandhi
Violation: Appealed to communal feelings for
securing votes during an Uttar Pradesh event where
she was speaking to Muslim voters

BAN 48 hours from 10am, April 16

SC asks poll body
to watch Modi’s
biopic for ban call
NEWDELHI: The Election Commission was asked by the Supreme
Court on Monday to re-examine
its earlier order that banned the
screening ofbiopic onPM Narendra Modi after watching the full
movie.
A bench led by CJI Ranjan
Gogoi said the EC should take an
informed decision on film’s exhibition by April 19 and should
place it before the court in a
sealed cover. SC would hear the
matter again on April 22.
“If the petitioners (film’s producers) pray for an audience
before the Election Commission
or its authorised representative
the Election Commission would
consider the same and grant
such an audience,” the bench
››P8
ordered.

SC seeks Cong chief’s explanation
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: TheSupremeCourton

Monday asked Congress president Rahul Gandhi to explain a
recent statement in which he
appeared to attribute his party’s
frequentlyusedcampaignslogan
againstPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi, Chowkidar Chor Hai (the
watchman is a thief), to the top
court in connection with the
Rafale deal case.
Seeking a reply from Gandhi
byApril22 onthematter,abench
ledbyCJIRanjanGogoiclarified
that its April 10 order in the
Rafale case was “restricted only
totheadmissibilityoffreshdocumentsthatthepetitionerswanted
to rely upon while arguing their

n

Rahul Gandhi

review petition”. The court
sought the clarification on acontemptpetitionfiledbyBharatiya
Janata Party MP Meenakshi
Lekhi, who said that Gandhi in
Amethi last week had “replaced
his personal statement as the
Supreme Court’sorder andtried
to create prejudice”.
She complained that “the

wordsusedandattributedbyhim
[Gandhi] to the SC in the Rafale
case had been made to appear
something else”.
Hearingthecontemptpetition
on Monday, the court said
nobody “should attribute any
views,observationsorfindingsof
the court in a political address to
themediaandinpublicspeeches,
unless such views, observations
or findings are recorded by the
court”. The court then directed
Gandhi to explain his statement
in Amethi, where he had gone to
filehisnominationpapersforthe
elections.Thecourtwillhearthe
matter again on April 23.
In Amethi, Gandhi said that
the court’s April 10 order on the
Rafale review petition was a setback to the Centre.

cal Department (IMD) has predicted “near normal” southwest
monsoon rainfall this year, even
asitdownplayedtheimpactofthe
El Nino weather phenomenon.
The prediction is likely to
bring cheer to the agricultural
and rural economy, parts of
which are reeling under the
impact of an agrarian crisis,
althoughthishasmoretodowith
low prices for agricultural produce than anything else.
Monsoon rainfall between
JuneandSeptemberislikelytobe
96% of the Long Period Average
(LPA) received during the monsoon months in the 1951-2000
period.
MRajeevan, secretary,ministryofearthsciences,saidonMonday: “Weareexpectingnearnormalmonsoonandagooddistribution of rain across the country.
The kharif crops will not be
affected. Farmers will be happy.
It’s good news for farmers on an
auspiciousdaywhenmanystates
are celebrating their new year.”
Kharif crops are monsoon
crops. IMD’sforecastprobability
showed that there is a moderate
chanceofa“belownormal”monsoon. The probability for “deficient”monsoonis17%,for“below
normal”, 32%,for“nearnormal”,
39%,andfor“abovenormal”10%.
IMD uses two models to make
the monsoon forecast—Statistical Ensemble Forecasting System (SEFS) and the coupled
ocean-atmosphere global Climate Forecasting System (CFS).
TheSEFSmodelhaspredicted
96% of LPA while the CFS model

The probabilities
17%
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The 15 who could make it an
Indian summer in England

NEWDELHI: Terror group Jaish-e-

N Ananthanarayanan
and Sanjjeev Samyal
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI:

India’s 15-member
World Cup squad, announced
afteranhour-longmeetingatthe
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) headquarters in
Mumbai,isverymuchateamthe
way captain Virat Kohli likes it:
packed with options. The settled
andexplosiveopeningpairofShikharDhawanandRohit Sharma
was not tampered with, with KL
Rahuldraftedinasaback-up.Yet
the selection left a big question
mark on the meat of the batting
order,withtheNo.4slotleftopen,
and no left-handed batsmen in
the middle order.
Dinesh Karthik was picked
over India’s Test wicket-keeper
Rishabh Pant, surprising many
experts.Pant,whoscoredariveting Test century on the counterattack at the Oval last year, and
then produced another breathtaking hundred during the Test
series win in Australia earlier
thisyear,wasconsideredinferior
toKarthikas aback-up keeperto
MS Dhoni.
“All of us, in unison, we felt
that either Rishabh Pant or DK
willcomeintotheplayingeleven,
ifMahi is injured,” chief selector
MSK Prasad said after announcing the squad. “So at that juncture, if it is a crucial match like a
quarter-finalorasemi-finaloran
importantgame,wicket-keeping
alsomatters. That’stheonlyreasonwewentwithKarthik.Otherwise, Pant was almost there.”
Former India captain Sunil
Gavaskarsaidhewas‘surprised’
by Pant’s omission. “He was batting exceptionally well, not only
inIPLbutbeforethatalso.Hewas
showing great improvement in
his wicket-keeping as well. He
brings that left-handed option in
the top-six which is very handy
againstthebowlers,”hetoldaTV
channel. Kohlihasplentytopick
fromin the bowlingdepartment,

THE INDIAN WORLD CUP SQUAD
Dinesh Karthik pipped young Rishabh Pant to the second wicketkeeper's spot
and all-rounder Vijay Shankar also made the cut
HOW THE
SQUAD LOOKS

INDIA'S
FINAL 15

Top-heavy batting: The
batting looks lopsided.
Shikhar Dhawan and
Rohit Sharma as openers,
and Kohli at No 3 are all
reliable, but Dhoni is the
lone experienced player
down the order

VIRAT KOHLI
Batsman (C)

ROHIT SHARMA
Batsman (VC)

KL RAHUL
Batsman

SHIKHAR DHAWAN
Batsman

MS DHONI
Wk/ Batsman

DINESH KARTHIK
Wk/ Batsman

KEDAR JADHAV
All-rounder

RAVINDRA JADEJA
All-rounder

MD SHAMI
Bowler

VIJAY SHANKAR
All-rounder

HARDIK PANDYA
All-rounder

KULDEEP YADAV
Bowler

B KUMAR
Bowler

JASPRIT BUMRAH
Bowler

YUZVENDRA CHAHAL
Bowler

NOTABLE OMISSIONS
Rishabh Pant: The young
wicketkeeper-batsman was left out for
Dinesh Karthik. Pantwas the first pick for
many ex-cricketers like Ganguly, Ponting
and Gavaskar

Ambati Rayudu: With an average of
47.05 in 55 ODIs, Rayudu was a good
option at No 4. Vijay Shankar, who’s
played just 9 ODIs with an average of 33,
was picked over him

Bowling backed up:
Bowling appears well
covered. There are 3
front-line seamers in
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammad Shami, while
Hardik Pandya and
Shankar are back-up
options. There are three
front-line spinners —
Yuzvendra Chahal,
Kuldeep Yadav, and
Ravindra Jadeja. Kedar
Jadhav provides a 4th
spin option
Keeping covered: There
are two-and-a-half
wicketkeepers in the
squad with MS Dhoni,
Karthik and part-timer KL
Rahul. There is plenty of
cover here

Mohammed’slaunchpadsinnew
locations across the Line of Controlhavebeenactivatedaheadofa
possible effort to push terrorists
from the Pakistan-based group
into Jammu and Kashmir, top
counter-terrorofficialsandsenior
Jammu and Kashmir police officials said, although the latter
added that this is because Indian
security forces have eliminated
mostoftheJaishleadershipinthe
Valley.
They added that Mohammad
Umair, JeM chief Masood
Azhar’s nephew, who was seen
around Pulwama in February,
when a terrorist affiliated to it
carried out a suicide attack on a
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) convoy, killing 40, has
either been killed or has gone
back to Pakistan.
In a recent audio clip, broadcastovertheJaish’sRang-o-Noor
channel, Azhar’s elder brother
IbrahimAtharindicatedthathis
son, Umair, may have also been
neutralised by the Indian security forces.
››FULL REPORT ON P9

Englandtheyhavetwoballs.In50
overs there is a new ball from
both the ends,” Pathan said.
“There is not a lot of reverse that
you get to see.So, when it doesn’t
reverse its important to bowl
good yorkers. Bumrah has the
quality, action and pace.”
TheinexperiencedbutpromisingVijayShankar,28,isalsoseen
as an option at No 4 alongside
back-up opener KL Rahul, and
will add more variety to the
already potentpacedepartment.
There was no room for experienced middle-order batsman

Ambati Rayudu, after a few failures.
Theselectorsweregivenadata
analyticspresentationbeforethe
meeting, dissecting the scoring
areas of Karthik in the middle
overs and Pant’s success in the
slog overs.
It is learnt the Indian team’s
data analyst CKM Dhananjay
prepared a package doing a
SWOTanalysis,oftheWorldCup
hopefuls as well as opposition
since the 2017 Champions
Trophy.
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THE THREAT: El Nino, a
warming of Pacific Ocean that
saps moisture from monsoon,
persists, but is likely to reduce
in later part of monsoon
has predicted 94% of LPA which
fallsunderthebelownormalcategory.
Officials also said they don’t
expect any adverse effects from
El Nino, a weather phenomenon
characterized by warm ocean
temperatures in the equatorial
Pacific ocean.El Nino years usually mean a weak monsoon and
more episodes of heat waves in
India.
Theforecastsaid:“Atpresent,
weakElNinoconditionsarepre-

PMLA case: ED
attaches Chautala’s
₹3.68-crore assets

91

97

POSSIBLE BOOST: The Indian
Ocean Dipole, a warming of
surface temp near equatorial
Indian Ocean and helps the
monsoon, may turn “positive”
vailing over the equatorial
Pacific Ocean. The latest forecastsindicatesuchconditionsare
likely to persist during the monsoon season but with reduced
intensityinthelaterpartofmonsoon.”Experts saidamoderateEl
Ninoispersistingwhichmaynot
weaken before July.
“In June we may see some
effects of El Nino, the monsoon
maybesluggishintheinitialphasesbutweexpectgoodrainsafter
that,” added Rajeevan.

Lenders shortlist
Jet investors, but
no funds for now

Press Trust of India
n

Deborshi Chaki & Rhik Kundu

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The Enforcement

Directorate Monday said it has
attached assets worth₹3.68 crore
in Delhi, Panchkula and Sirsa of
former Haryana chief minister
OmPrakashChautalainconnection with a money laundering
case against him and others.
It said a provisional order
under the Prevention of Money
LaunderingAct(PMLA)hasbeen
issuedtoattachtheseimmovable
properties.TheED’smoneylaundering case is based on a Central
Bureau of Investigation FIR
against Chautala, his sons Ajay
Chautala and Abhay Chautala
andothersforpossessingalleged
disproportionateassetsandthey
havebeenchargedunderthePrevention of Corruption Act by the
latter agency.
The ED said the CBI probe
found that Chautala allegedly
“acquired” assets of over Rs 6.09
crore between May, 1993 to May,
2006, which were disproportionate to his known sources of
income.Theagencysaidhiselder
son Ajay Chautala also faces the
same charges of possessing disproportionate assets worth over
Rs 27.74 crore and second son
AbhayChautalaallegedlyhaving
similar assets to the tune ofmore
than Rs 119 crore.
“PMLA probe revealed that
Chautala had acquiredimmovable properties at New Delhi,
Panchkula and also constructed
a residential house at Sirsa in
Haryana out of the money
received from undisclosed sour-

MUMBAI: Etihad Airways PJSC,

n

Om Prakash Chautala

THE ED’S MONEY
LAUNDERING CASE IS
BASED ON A CBI FIR
AGAINST CHAUTALA, HIS
SONS AJAY AND ABHAY
ces,” the ED said in a statement.
“Investigationalsorevealedthat
Chautalawasdirectlyinvolvedin
acquisition and projecting various tainted properties as his
untainted properties,” it said.
“He (Chautala) had also disclosed properties so acquired in
the affidavit filed before the
returning officer in the Haryana
assembly polls in 2005 and 2009,
thereby, projecting publicly the
taintedpropertiesasuntainted,”
the statement said. The ED, in
2013, had similarly attached
Chautala’s assets worth Rs 46.96
lakh and it subsequently filed a
charge sheet against him in July
lastyear.Thetotalattachmentin
this case stands at Rs 4.15 crore
and further investigation is
underway, the statement said.
››AJAY OUT ON FURLOUGH, P4

India’s National Investment and
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) and
private equity firms TPG Capital
and Indigo Partners were shortlisted on Monday to place binding bids for Jet Airways (India)
Ltd, although there is no clarity
on the eligibility of founder
Naresh Goyal to bid for a stake in
the cash-strapped airline.
Two people aware of the ongoing stake sale process said a final
decision on Goyal’s eligibility
was expected by Tuesday, when
the state-run lenders were also
expected to formally declare
the names of all eligible
bidders.
These bidders would be
allowed access to Jet Airways’
data room before they can place
binding bids by the end of May.
Meanwhile, Jet chief executive Vinay Dube informed
employees the airline had
extended a suspension on international flights to Thursday
because it was yet to receive
interim funding from lenders led
by State Bank of India.
Potential buyers were allowed
to bid for as much as 75% of the
carrier till Friday evening.
Goyal, who was ousted from
the airline in March, was
allowed to submit an expression
of interest (EoI) on the condition
that he bid as part of a
consortium with other investors
where he would hold a minority
stake .

MAKE IN SOUTH INDIA

Mass production of iPhones set to start in India
Bloomberg
n

with three specialist seamers in
Jasprit Bumra, Mohammed
Shami, and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar;twomatch-winningspinners in Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav, and four allrounders who have all proven
themselves very handy with the
ball: Kedar Jadhav, Hardik Pandya,VijayShankarandRavindra
Jadeja.FormerIndiafastbowler
Irfan Pathan pointed out that
Bumrah will be the key in this
varied bowling attack.
Heisgoingtobeverycrucialin
the death over because in

104

Near
normal

n

AZHAR’S
NEPHEW KILLED
OR HAS FLED TO
PAK: OFFICIALS

16%

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Foxconn Technology Group chairman
Terry Gou said the iPhone
will go into mass production
in India this year, a shift for
the largest assembler of
Apple’s handsets that has
long concentrated production in China.
Gou said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
invited him to India as his
Taiwanese company plans its
expansion in the country.
Apple has had older phones

THE INDIAN FACTORY
WOULD SERVE LOCAL
AND EXPORT MARKETS
BY SEPTEMBER, WHEN
APPLE ANNOUNCES ITS
NEXT IPHONE MODELS
produced at a plant in Bengaluru for several years,
but now will expand manufacturing to more recent
models. Bloomberg News
reported this month that Foxconn is ready to start trial
production of the latest

iPhones in the country before
it starts full-scale assembly
at its factory outside Chennai.
“In the future we will play
a very important role in
India’s smartphone industry,” Gou said at an event in
Taiwan. “We have moved our
production lines there.”
India has become the fastest-growing smartphone
market in the world, while
China stagnates and Apple
loses share to local competitors such as Huawei Technologies and Xiaomi. Apple has
been a minor player in India,

in part because of its high prices, but local manufacturing
would help the Cupertino,
California-based company
avoid import duties of 20%.
“For Foxconn, the China
market for iPhones is saturated, and labour costs are
three times higher compared
with India,” said Karn Chauhan, a Gurugram-based analyst at Counterpoint
Research.
“India is still an emerging
smartphone market, it has a
lot of potential domestically
and could serve as an export
hub for the region.”
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

Cong,SADbeton2017losers

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

The suave Akali moves
out of father’s shadow

LITTLE CHOICE OR LOYALTY FACTOR? Congress has fielded 4 candidates who ended up as
runners-up in state polls two years ago, whereas 3 such candidates figure among SAD nominees
Navneet Sharma
n

navneetsharma@hindustantimes.com

Gurpreet Singh Nibber
CHANDIGARH: Astheygetsettotake

on each other in the Lok Sabha
elections, the Congress and the
ShiromaniAkaliDal(SAD)have
one thing in common.
Thetwotraditionalrivals,who
dominated the state politics for
decades, have fallen back on losersofthe2017stateassemblyelections for key Lok Sabha seats in
the May 19 slugfest in the state.
The ruling Congress has
fielded four candidates who
ended up in the runners-up column in the state polls two
years ago, whereas three such
candidates figure among the
nominees announced by the
opposition SAD.
In its list of 11 candidates
named so far, the Congress,
whichhadstormedtopowerafter
a gap of 10 years in 2017 with an
emphatic two-thirds majority
in the 117-strong state assembly,
has bet on retired IAS officer
Amar Singh from Fatehgarh
Sahib reserved seat, folk
singer-turned-politicianMohammad Sadique from Faridkot,
Kewal Singh Dhillon from SangrurandSunilJakharfromGurdaspur.
Amar Singh and Sadique had
suffered defeat in Raikot and
Jaitu reserved constituencies,
respectively, by about 10,000
votes each whereas Dhillon and
Jakhar lost by small margins
from Barnala and Abohar seats,

n

n

Mohd Sadique,
Congress

n

Dr Amar Singh,
Congress

respectively.
While Jakhar, who was made
president of Punjab Congress in
May 2017, later scored a massive
victory in the Gurdaspur Lok
Sabha byelection and has been
re-nominatedfromtheseat,chief
minister Amarinder Singh is
learnt to have pushed the candidature of the other three.
The SAD, which fell on hard
times after its worst-ever defeat
that saw the party drop to numberthreepositionintheseattally
inassemblyelections,hasnamed
its candidates for eight of the 10
constituencies it is contesting in
alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Of them, three –
former ministers Gulzar Singh
RanikeandSurjitSinghRakhra,
and former IAS officer Darbara
Singh Guru – were among the
party leaders who could not win
their seats in 2017.
Ranike and Rakhra, who lost
by about 10,000 votes, have been
fieldedfromFaridkotandPatiala

n

Kewal Singh
Dhillon, Congress

INFIGHTING-RIDDEN
AAM AADMI PARTY HAS
ALSO FIELDED RAVJOT
SINGH AND NARINDER
SHERGILL FROM
HOSHIARPUR AND
ANANDPUR SAHIB SEATS
whereas Guru, who lost assembly elections in 2012 and 2017, is
the Akali candidate from Fatehgarh Sahib. The former bureaucrat was at the third position in
BassiPasthanareservedconstituency in his last outing.
A SAD leader said the party
hadwonfewseatswithmanysenior ministers and leaders suffering defeat in the state elections.
“Thereasonthepartyhasfielded
someofthemisbecauseithadlittle choice,” he said, refusing to
comment on ticket to Guru.
ProfAshutoshKumar,profes-

n

Gulzar Singh
Ranike, SAD

n

Surjit Singh
Rakhra, SAD

sor of political science, Panjab
University, said the dependence
on such candidates was not only
due to non-availability of strong
candidatesbutloyaltyfactorwas
alsoatplayincaseofsomecandidates. “If the SAD struggled to
find strong contestants and has
had to settle for defeated nominees, Congress leaders have
pushed their loyalists,” he said.
Similarly, the infighting-riddenAamAadmiParty(AAP),the
principal opposition party in the
state assembly, has also fielded
Dr Ravjot Singh and Narinder
Shergill from Hoshiarpur
(SC) and Anandpur Sahib Lok
Sabha seats.
Ravjot had suffered defeat at
the hands of Pawan Adia of the
CongressinShamChaurasi(SC)
assembly seat by 3,815 votes and
Shergill lost in SAS Nagar by a
whopping 28,000 votes.
Amongothers,twosittingMPs
Bhagwant Mann and Ravneet
Bittu of the AAP and Congress

Old rivalry, new turf: Khaira, Jagir
Kaur spice up Khadoor Sahib fight
HAVING FOUGHT FOUR
ASSEMBLY POLLS FROM
BHOLATH AGAINST
KAUR, PEP CHIEF TAKES
PERSONAL JIBES AT HER
WHILE CANVASSING FOR
PARAMJIT KHALRA

Anil Sharma
n

anil.kumar@htlive.com

AMRITSAR: Punjab Ekta Party
(PEP) chief Sukhpal Singh
Khaira is slugging it in the Khadoor Sahib constituency against
his old political opponent Jagir
Kaur, the Akali Dal nominee,
canvassing vigorously for his
party’s Paramjit Kaur Khalra
who is contesting under the banner of the Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA).
Khaira himself is contesting
from Bathinda.
Khaira, and Jagir Kaur, a
former Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC)
president, contested four assembly elections against each other
from the Bholath seat between
1997 and 2012. Of the four contests, Kaur won three while
Khaira managed his victory in
the 2007 polls.
Paramjit Khalra is the wife of
human right activists late Jaswant Singh Khalra.
Khaira is visiting the villages

n

Sukhpal Singh Khaira

in the Khadoor Sahib segment
twice or thrice a week to canvass
for Khalra. On Monday, he
visited Kapurthala district’s
Lakhan Kalan village, which is
part of the parliamentary segment, and targeted Jagir Kaur
while addressing a gathering.
“On the one hand, there is this
fashionable woman (Jagir Kaur)
and on the other it is Paramjit
Kaur who has been fighting for
human rights. Jagir Kaur is not
a panthic face. Now it is up to you
to decide who you want to send to
Parliament,” he said.
“As SGPC president, Jagir

n

Jagir Kaur

Kaur signed a contract giving
free powers to TV channel
owned by Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal for relaying Gurbani from the Golden
Temple for 20 years. By doing so,
she benefitted the channel to the
tune of crores of rupees. Had she
floated a tender for this, the
Golden Temple would have
earned crores. She misused her
power and betrayed the devotees
who donate money there,” he
alleged.
Khaira dubbed her as a
‘kurimaar’ (daughter killer).
Kaur was accused in the case of

forcible abortion and abduction
of her daughter Harpreet Kaur,
who died under mysterious circumstances in April 2000. She
was acquitted in the case by the
Punjab and Haryana high court
in December last year.
Jagir Kaur too addressed public meetings on Monday and
resorted to Khaira bashing.
“Even today, people of
Bholath assembly constituency
consider me as their leader. No
one approaches Khaira as he
does not bother to listen to their
grievances,” she said addressing
a gathering at Kapurthala district’s Padhar village.

n

finance minister Parminder
Singh Dhindsa (45) chose to
fight the Lok Sabha elections
on Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
ticket against the advice of his
father Sukhdev Singh
Dhindsa, a leader from the
party’s old guard.
Suave and soft-spoken, the
five-time MLA went with
party president Sukhbir
Singh Badal by agreeing to
debut in the parliamentary
elections from Sangrur, considered his family stronghold,
where he has already started
an aggressive campaign.
While the party’s old guard
questioned his move, many in
SAD praised him for coming
to the party’s rescue in its
tough times and keeping aside
his father’s grouse against the
top leadership.
Dhindsa senior last year
had asked Sukhbir to step
down as SAD chief for letting
the party down, triggering a
revolt that led to the expulsion of three taksali leaders
from Majha.
An MBA (master’s in business administration) in
finance from Punjabi University, Patiala, Parminder is
president of the Cycling Fed-

Darbara Singh
Guru, SAD

respectively, who took on SAD
chiefSukhbirBadalinJalalabad,
had also found themselves in the
loser’s list. Both are contesting
their respective parliamentary
seats again.
6 MLAS ALSO IN FRAY
Six sitting MLAs are also adding
to proliferation of faces from the
last assembly polls.
RebelAAPlegislatorsSukhpal
Khaira and Baldev Singh who
formed their separate Punjab
Ekta Party (PEP) are contesting
from Bathinda and Faridkot
seats. Talwandi Sabo MLA Baljinder Kaur is the official AAP
candidate from Bathinda.
While Congress MLA Dr Raj
Kumar Chabbewal is contesting
from Hoshiarpur, SAD has
fielded Lehra MLA Parminder
Singh Dhindsa from Sangrur
seat. Atam Nagar legislator
Simarjeet Singh Bains ofthe Lok
Insaaf Party (LIP) is in the fray
from Ludhiana.

Rejected by people,
Taksalis had to beat
a retreat: Majithia
HT Correspondent
n

Political debut
2000 (Sunam bypoll)
Electoral record
Won 5 consecutive assembly polls
Claim to fame
Ex-Punjab finance, PWD minister;
president, Cycling Federation of India

›

I feel confident after 20 days of campaign and
the fact that I have been actively campaigning in
the parliamentary polls since 2004.
PARMINDER SINGH DHINDSA, Shiromani Akali Dal’s Sangrur candidate

eration of India. He wears
branded clothes and usually
vacations with family in New
Zealand.
Parminder started his
political career in 2000 when
he contested the Sunam
assembly bypoll and went on
to win five consecutive
assembly polls. While he won
from Sunam in 2002, 2007 and
2012, he chose to contest from
Lehragaga in 2017 and
defeated Congress heavyweight and former chief minister Rajinder Kaur Bhattal.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Delhi deputy chief minAMRITSAR: Former minister Bik-

ram Singh Majithia on Monday
said the Shiromani Akali Dal
(Taksali) leaders backed out of
the Khadoor Sahib contest as
they were rejected by the people
and knew they would face defeat.
The SAD (Taksali), which was
formed earlier this year by a
group of senior breakaway leaders of the Shiromani Akali Dal,
withdrewformerarmychiefGen
JJ Singh’s candidature on Sunday in favour of Paramjit Kaur
Khalra, the candidate of the Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA),
which is an alliance of six political parties in the state, for the
Khadoor Sahib seat.
Majithia was addressing a
gathering in the Amritsar south
assembly segment during which
former senior deputy mayor of
the city and Congress leader
Avtar Singh Truckanwala
joined the SAD along with his
supporters.

ister and Aam Aadmi Party’s
Punjab affairs in-charge Manish
Sisodia on Monday held a
meeting with all 13 candidates
and halqa in-charges from
Punjab and discussed with them
the strategy for the Lok Sabha
elections.
Accompanied by party’s Punjab chief and Sangrur MP Bhagwant Mann and leader of opposition in the Punjab assembly,
Harpal Singh Cheema, Sisodia
said party workers willreach out
to 26 lakh families of the 13 segments and will share the party’s
policies and plans with them.
“All halqa in-charges will
start their work from Tuesday
and will go door-to door to share
the party’s policies with the voters. Around 2 lakh families will
be approached in each constituency before the elections in the
state,” said Sisodia.
He said AAP has formed an
alliance with the Jannayak Jan-

n

AAP Punjab affairs in-charge Manish Sisodia addressing the media
in Sangrur as party’s state MP Bhagwant Mann and leader of
HT PHOTO
opposition Harpal Singh Cheeme look on.

ata Party in Haryana and has
declared seven candidates in
Delhi but denied any possibility
of an alliance with the Congress.
“We have announced all candidates in Punjab and are hopeful of winning more seats as compared with the 2014 polls. The
Amarinder Singh-led government betrayed the Punjabis as it
did nothing in the past two years.

Hoshiarpur factory
manager, Hawkins
CEO get 6-month jail

HIGH ON HORSES

Jatinder Mahal

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

jatinder@htlive.com

JALANDHAR:Alocalcourtheresen-

n

Nihangs on horseback performing a stunt as part of the Baisakhi celebrations at Talwandi Sabo on Monday.

SANJEEV KUMAR/HT

Kapurthala financier ‘burnt’ to death
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KAPURTHALA :A 31-year-old financier was burnt to death under
suspicious circumstances here
on Sunday night.
Police said Vishal Sharma, 31,
a resident of Baba Deep Singh
Nagar locality, was allegedly
found lying with severe burn
injuries on the Kala Sanghian
road on the outskirts of the city
around 10 pm on Sunday. His
burnt motorcycle was lying by
his side.

VISHAL SHARMA, 31,
WAS FOUND ON A ROAD
AT NIGHT, WITH HIS
BURNT MOTORCYCLE
BY HIS SIDE
Local residents rushed him to
the Kapurthala civil hospital
with 80% burn injuries. He was
later referred to a private hospital in Jalandhar where he succumbed to his injuries late in the
night.

In a statement to the police,
Vishal’s father Ashok Kumar
said the victim had gone out of
their house on his bike at 8 pm
and his mobile phone went out of
reach after an hour. They later
came to know that he had landed
in the hospital with severe burn
injuries.
Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP-investigation) Harinder Singh Gill said a case has
been registered against
unknown persons undervarious
sections of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), including 302 (murder).

In 2012, he was made
finance minister. In the previous Akali-BJP government
from 2007 to 12, he was public
works department (PWD)
minister.
But it will not be a cakewalk for him as the 2015 sacrilege and police firing at Behbal Kalan and Kotkapura still
continue to haunt his party.
“I feel confident after 20
days of campaign. I have been
actively campaigning in the
parliamentary polls since
2004,” he said

Sisodia meets AAP nominees,
halqa in-charges on poll plan

BATHINDA:Policehavebookedfour

THE ALLEGED ACTIVITY
CAME TO LIGHT AFTER A
RAJASTHAN MAN TOLD
POLICE LAST WEEK THAT
HE WAS GETTING
EXTORTION CALLS
THROUGH WHATSAPP

Educational qualification
MBA (finance)

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

inmates of Bathinda central jail
formakingextortioncallsfroma
mobile phone. Theaccusedhave
been identified as Harvinder
Singh, Jagsir Singh, Gurwinder
Singh and Amritpal Singh, jail
authorities said on Monday.
On a complaint of jail authorities, police registered a case
against the accused under Sections 384 (extortion) and 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and relevant sections of the Jail
Manual Act.
The criminal activity of the
jail inmates came to the fore after
Rajat Sidana, a resident of Sri
Ganganagar, had complained to
the Rajasthan Police last week
that he was getting extortion
calls through WhatsApp. “The
caller identified himself as a
member of Jaipal Bhullar’s
gang,” alleged the complainant.
The Rajasthan Police traced
the mobile phone number to
Jashandeep Singh of Bathinda,
who had allegedly provided it to
the inmates.

PARMINDER SINGH DHINDSA, 45, SAD

FAC T O R I E S AC T V I O L AT I O N

4 BATHINDA JAIL
INMATES BOOKED
FOR MAKING
EXTORTION CALLS
n

gurpreet.nibber@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Former Punjab

The DSP said the victim’s
father suspects that his son has
been killed by someone who
might have taken loan from him
and did not want to repay it.
“We are scanning the CCTV
footage available from the area
and call details of the deceased’s
mobile phone to get some clues,”
he said.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Satinder Singh said
the motive of the crime is not
clear yet. “Investigations are on
and we have launched a manhunt to nab the killers.”

tencedvice-chairman-cum-CEO
ofHawkinsCookersLimited,and
Hoshiarpur factory manager to
six-month imprisonment for not
maintaininganambulanceroom
on the factory premises.
Thecourtofchiefjudicialmagistrate also imposed a fine of
₹25,000eachontheCEOSubhadip
Dutta Choudhury and manager
Sandeep Singh Toor.
Thecourtfoundbothguiltyfor
violating the provisions of Section 45 of the Factories Act, 1948,
and Rule 70 of the Punjab Factories Rules, 1952. They also committed the offence punishable
under Section 92/94 of the Factories Act, 1948, for compromising
the safety of the workers,
observed the court, on a complaintofDwarakaDass,assistant
director, factories, who is now
posted as deputy director, factories in Jalandhar.
Theordersreadthatinspiteof
having more than 500 workers
(ordinarily employed), the companyhasnotprovidedandmaintainedanambulanceroomofprescribedsizeontheirpremisesand
prescribedequipmentalongwith
medical and nursing staff in violation of the Factories Act.
An inspection conducted by
assistant director, directorate of
factories, Punjab labour departmentIshuSangharonDecember
3,2015,foundirregularitiesinthe
factoryandthecompanyofficials
were asked to rectify the short-

EVEN AFTER ORDERS OF
THE PUNJAB LABOUR
DEPT, COMPANY FAILED
TO SET UP AMBULANCE
ROOM FOR WORKERS ON
FACTORY PREMISES
comings within three months.
However, the company failed to
provide facilities to its workers
and the inspections team that
visited the factory on April 27,
2016, found glaring violations of
the Factories Act and the company was penalised
Thecomplainanttoldthecourt
that at time of inspection in 2016,
team found over 700 employees
workinginthefactory.Later,the
department moved to court to
ensure action against the firm.
As per the factory rules, there
shouldbeanoccupationalhealth
centre and a full-time medical
officer where 200 workers are
employed, canteen where 250
employees are working, ambulance room with 500 workforce
and a worker welfare officer in a
factory having an employee
strength of 1,000. The Act says
theambulanceroomshouldbein
charge of a qualified nurse and
shouldbeusedforprovidingfirstaid and rest to injured workers.
Thecompanyofficialspleaded
in the court that the number of
ordinary employees/workers at
the time of inspection was below
500 and as per the Act, it was not
mandatorytohaveanambulance
room andother facilities.

We will raise the issues of unemployment and drug menace during the campaign,” he added.
Sisodia said that AAP does not
have deep pockets like other parties but their workers are their
strength. Mann said the party
chief Arvind Kejriwal and other
Delhi leaders including Gopal
Rai will be start campaigner in
the elections.

CM questions
Modi, Badals over
absence from
Jallianwala event
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief minis-

terAmarinderSinghonMonday
accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of discrimination
againsttheCongressgovernment
in Punjab in matters of religious
importance.
Upping the anteagainst Modi,
whohadonSundaychosentotarget him in a speech at Kathua,
AmarinderaskedwhythePMdid
not criticise Akali leaders,
including Union minister HarsimratKaurBadal,fornotattending an event of the central governmenttomarkthecentenaryof
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
Neither Parkash Singh Badal,
SukhbirnorHarsimrat,whohappenstobeaministerinModi’scabinet,deemeditfittopayhomageto
themartyrsatJallianwalaBagh,
the CM said. Yet Modi, who himself chose to keep away from this
occasion of national importance,
criticisedhimeventhoughhehad
beenpartofaseriesofeventsatthe
JallianwalaBaghnationalmemorial over two days, said the CM,
lambasting the PM for the politicallymotivatedattack.
Interpreting Modi’s actions
and words as part of his government’spersistentdiscrimination
againsttheCongressgovernment
in Punjab, Amarinder said by
holding a parallel event to mark
the Jallianwala Bagh centenary
instead of supporting the state
government’s commemorative
programmes, the PM had
exposed his true intent.
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htpunjab&haryana
shortstories
HISAR MAN GETS
LIFE TERM FOR
RAPING MINOR
CHANDIGARH: A Haryana court
has sentenced a man to life
imprisonment and imposed a fine
of ₹1 lakh for raping a minor girl, a
Haryana police spokesman said
on Monday. The case was decided
by the court in Haryana’s Hisar
town in just over five months of
the incident. The accused,
Bijender, a resident of Mirchpur
IANS
village in Hisar district.

KARNAL: The Karnal police have a
booked a private physics tutor for
allegedly molesting a 17-year-old
girl student at his residence in
Karnal. As per the police, the girl, a
student of Class 12 of a private
school, alleged that on April 13,
when she went to the tutor’s
residence for classes, he allegedly
held her hand and also passed
obscene comments. Later she
reported the matter to the police
and the teacher was booked.
Jaiveer Singh, Sector 7 police post
in-charge, said accused has been
arrested under Section 8 of the
Prevention of Children from
HTC
Sexual Offences Act.

Petrol pump employees
looted at gunpoint
HISAR:Two masked miscreants
allegedly looted ₹12 lakh from
petrol pump employees in Siwani
area of Bhiwani district on
Monday. The incident took place
when the employees were on
their way to deposit the money in
a bank. The miscreants, who were
on a motorcycle waylaid them,
brandished a gun at them and
then fled with their car and cash.
The car was later recovered 20
kilometres from crime spot. Case
registered against unidentified
HTC
men.

ITI students-police clash:
Staff demand judicial probe
KARNAL: Demanding fair probe,
the staff of Karnal’s government
industrial training institute said
they want judicial inquiry into the
death of the student who was
crushed under a roadways bus
and subsequent protests in which
the police used force against
students. President of the ITI
teachers’ association, Praveen
Deswal, said, “The government
and administration are trying to
divert attention from the main
issue. We will launch a statewide
protest of action is not taken
against the cops who used force
on our students and staff.” HTC

Jailheaddidn’tforcedera
chieftoendorseCong:Probe
CHARGES A written complaint to CEO stated the Rohtak jail superintendent
was forcing Ram Rahim to vote for party as he was a Congress leader’s son
HT Correspondent
n

BEFORE BEING
CONVICTED, RAM RAHIM
USED TO OFFICIALLY
ANNOUNCE HIS
SUPPORT TO POLITICAL
PARTIES AHEAD OF
ELECTIONS

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : The Rohtak district

administrationhasconductedan
inquiryintothecomplaintaccusingRohtakjailsuperintendentof
forcing jail inmates, including
DeraSachaSaudachiefGurmeet
Ram Rahim, to endorse the Congressfortheupcomingelections.
Rohtakdeputy commissioner
Yash Garg said the matter was
investigated and no truth was
found in the allegations.
A written complaint against
jail superintendent Sunil Sangwanwasfiledwiththechiefelectoralofficer(CEO)Haryana,allegingthatSangwanwasforcingthe

n

Gurmeet Ram Rahim

dera chief to endorse the CongresssincehewasthesonofCongress leader Satpal Sangwan.
The CEO Haryana had forwarded the complaint to Rohtak
district electoral officer and an
inquiry in the case was ordered

by the deputy commissioner
underanSDM-rankofficer.“The
inquiry was conducted after we
received the complaint. But no
suchthinghasbeenfound.Thus,
we havefiledour report andsent
it to the CEO Haryana for their
consideration,” Garg said.

My son will be Cong nominee
from Hisar: Renuka Bishnoi
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : Hansi MLA Renuka

Bishnoi on Monday claimed her
son Bhavya will be nominated
by the Congress as its Hisar candidate for Lok Sabha polls. During a tour of villages in Jind district, which come under Hisar
constituency, to campaign for
the Congress, Renuka termed
the rumours of her husband
Kuldeep Bishnoi joining the
Bharatiya Janata Party as false.
“Bhavya will be the Congress
candidate. Of course the official
announcement is awaited and
will be done when the party high
command wants, but he is going
to fight the elections,” she said.
If true, Bhavya, a first-timer,
will fight another first-timer
IAS officer Brijender Singh who
has been named as the BJP nominee from Hisar seat. Brijender
is the son of Union steel minister

›

The BJP has no real
issues. That is why they
are spreading baseless
rumours that my husband
(Kuldeep) is joining the BJP.
RENUKA BISHNOI , Hansi MLA

Birender Singh.
Slamming the BJP, Renuka
said the saffron party did no
development in the last five
years. “It is shocking that Jind
has been left behind in development even as so many of BJP’s
big leaders belonging from
here,” she said.
Renuka said her husband has
never approached the BJP or
met any of its leaders to join the
saffron party and that the
rumours going on for the past
few weeks were false. “The BJP

Dera chief Ram Rahim has
been lodged in Rohtak’s Sunaria
jailafterhe wasconvicted ofraping two of his female disciples in
August 2017. He is undergoing a
20-year rigorous imprisonment
forrapecasesandalifeimprisonment for a murder case.
The head of a massive clout
that continues to influence a
large number of followers, Ram
Rahim used to officially
announcehissupporttopolitical
parties before elections.
Rahim’sfollowerswouldthen
vote for the party he had
announced the support for. The
DerachiefhadsupportedtheBJP
in the 2014 assembly elections in
Haryana.

Don’t want to
contest from
K’shetra: Surjewala
KARNAL : Indian National Con-

has no real issues to fight the
elections. That is why they are
spreading such baseless
rumours. It was the BJP that
had betrayed my husband the
most in 2014, so there is no
way we are joining them,” she
said.
Kuldeep Bishnoi’s Haryana
Janhit Congress party had
merged with the Congress in
2016. Prior to that, the HJC was
an ally of the BJP in 2014 elections and had fought the Sirsa
Lok Sabha seat unsuccessfully.

2 DIE IN GURUGRAM CRACKER WAREHOUSE BLAZE

gress spokesperson and Kaithal
MLA Randeep Surjewala has
said that he did not want to contest the Lok Sabha election from
Kurukshetra seat.
Interacting with media persons on the sidelines of a Congress workers meeting in Kaithal, Surjewala said, “I do not
want to contest the polls from
Kurukshetra and Naveen Jindal
will be the Congress’ candidate
from the seat.”
When told that Jindal was
unwilling to contest from Kurukshetra, Surjewala, who had
faced a humiliating defeat in the
Jind byelection in January this
year, said, “If Jindal ji does not
want to contest, the party will
decide on the candidate.”
He accused the BJP of winning the last election on false
promises and said the BJP cannot mislead the people this time.

Ajay Chautala out
on furlough, to
join JJP campaign
HT Correspondent

Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

DUBAI: In a heart-warming ges-

ture, the UAE’s only Sikh gurdwaras in Dubai will host iftar for
workers throughout the holy
month of Ramzan, offering vegetarian meals, according to a
media report.
ThegurdwarainDubai’sJebel
Ali, which has been hosting an
interfaith iftar during every
Ramzaninthepastsixyears,will
offeriftarmealstoworkersinthe

Two people died and five more were injured after a firecracker warehouse caught fire in Kadipur industrial area in Gurugram on
Sunday night. The fire broke out around 9.30pm, when batches of firecrackers in the presence of highly inflammable snow sprays
were being loaded on to a mini-truck.
YOGENDRA KUMAR/HT PHOTO

1984 ANTI-SIKH RIOTS

SC to hear Sajjan Kumar’s
bail petition in August
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

Monday saidit wouldhear in the
first week of August the bail
application of former Congress
leader Sajjan Kumar, who was
awarded life term by the Delhi
high court in a 1984 anti-Sikh
riots case.
TheCentralBureauofInvestigation (CBI) told a bench of justicesSABobdeandSANazeerthat
offence for which Kumar was
convicted was of “gruesome
nature” as it was “genocide”.
Kumar, 73, who is lodged in
jail, had resigned from the Congress after he was convicted by
thehighcourt.Thecaseinwhich
he was convicted and sentenced
relates to the killing of five Sikhs
inDelhiCantonment’sRajNagar
Part-IareaofsouthwestDelhion
November 1-2 in 1984, and burn-

ing down of a gurdwara in Raj
Nagar Part-II.
Anti-Sikhriotshadbrokenout
after the assassination of then
primeministerIndiraGandhion
October 31, 1984, by her two Sikh
bodyguards.
Kumar has also challenged in
the apex court the Delhi high
court’s verdict of December 17
last year that awarded him life
imprisonment for the “remainder of his natural life” in the 1984
anti-Sikh riots case.
During the hearing Monday,
solicitor general Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the CBI, told the
apex court that Kumar is facing
trial in another 1984 anti-Sikh
riotscaseatthePatialaHousedistrict court here. Mehta said
recording of evidence was going
on in the case and out of 35 prosecution witnesses, seven have
beenexaminedtodate. Thecounsel representing Kumar said the

former Congress leader was
granted anticipatory bail by the
high court in the case in which
trial is going on and it was
affirmed by the apex court also.
“Thiswillhavetobeheardfully,”
the bench said. When Sajjan’s
counsel said that hearing on bail
plea would not take much time,
Mehta said: “See the gruesome
nature of offence. It was genocide.” The bench said it would
hear the matter in the first week
ofAugust.OnApril8,theCBIhad
opposedhisbailpleaandclaimed
in the court that Kumar was the
“kingpin” of a gruesome offence
inwhichSikhswere“massacred”
in Delhi during 1984 riots. However, the counsel representing
Kumar had said the former Congress leader was in jail for more
thanthreemonthsandduringthe
adjudication of the trial, he was
out on anticipatory bail and
never misused the liberty.

Sikh body slams
Capt for opposing
Trudeau govt move
CHANDIGARH: The Global Sikh
Council(GSC),anorganisationof
the international Sikh community, on Monday lashed out at
Punjabchiefminister CaptAmarinder Singh for advocating religion-basedprofilingthatCanada
erased from its annual threat
assessment report.
Council president Gurpreet
SinghwonderedwhyAmarinder
inthefirstplacesoughttooppose
Canada’scourse-correctioninits
yearly dossier.
“Being an elected head of the
Punjab government, he should
have welcomed the Canadian
move. But he didn’t,” the council
president said in a statement.
“Instead, Amarinder advocated profiling of the Canadian
Sikhs as an extremist community. He went a step ahead and
described them as a threat to
global security,” he said. The
counciltermedtheCM’sremarks
“violativeofinternationalhuman
and civilian rights.”
HTC
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CHANDIGARH: The Tihar jail

administration on Monday
granted 21-day furlough to Ajay
Chautala, the elder son of
Indian National Lok Dal
supremo Om Prakash Chautala.
Both are serving a 10-year jail
term in a teachers’ recruitment
case.
Ajay had floated the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) in
December last year after his
father and party chief Om Prakash Chautala, expelled him
and both his (Ajay’s) sons
Dushyant and Digvijay from the
INLD.
On April 12, the JJP forged an
alliance with the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) ahead of the ensuing Lok Sabha polls.
Interacting with mediapersons in New Delhi after getting
the furlough, on the various
issues pertaining to JJP candidates, Ajay said it was the party
core committee’s call to decide
on the candidates. This committee would be holding a meeting
on Tuesday, he added.
To another question, Ajay
said the JJP’s alliance with AAP
would benefit the former

n

Ajay Chautala

because of the substantial work
AAP had done in Delhi.
Meanwhile, JJP leaders said
that Ajay would spend time with
his family and party supporters
for the next 21 days.
They held that since the furlough was unconditional, he
would also be able to campaign
for the party.
On Saturday last week, the
Delhi government had opposed
in the high court the parole plea
of INLD chief OP Chautala who
had sought parole for three
months to spend time with his
critically ill wife.
The government held that he
had earlier abused the liberty
granted to him and would do so
again.
The next date of hearing on
the plea is April 25.

politicalcrossfire

›

Arvind Sharma is a parachute
candidate. He did not have any
interest in fighting from Rohtak. BJP
has forced him to fight from here. One
can imagine what work
he will do when he
did not want to fight
from the constituency.
DEEPENDER HOODA ,
Rohtak member of
Parliament

area everyday during this year’s
Ramadan, Surender Singh Kandhari, the chairman of the Guru
NanakDarbarGurdwara,saidon
SundayduringBaisakhicelebrations.Iftar—afast-breakingmeal
—isadailyritualduringtheholy
month of Ramzan that will start
in the first week of May. “There
arealotofMuslimworkersinthis
area. There are not many places
from where they can break their
fast.Wewillinvitetheseworkers
tohaveiftarfromourgurdwara,”
Kandhari was quoted as saying
bytheGulfNews.Hesaidthefree
vegetarian meal (langar) will be
offered to those visiting to break
thefast.“Wewilladddates,fruits,
rose milk, buttermilk and some
Indian snacks like pakora, samosa also for them. We expect to

HTPROFILE

FILING OF
NOMINATIONS
BEGINS TODAY
CHANDIGARH: The much-awaited
exercise of filing nomination
papers for 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana will begin on
Tuesday.
The last date for submitting
nomination papers is April 23.
Polling in Haryana is set to be
held on May 12.
According to joint chief electoral officer Inder Jeet, a candidate can present nomination
papersonApril16,theverydayof
thegazettenotificationoranyday
fixed for filing of nominations
which is not a public holiday.
He said that no nomination
would be received on April 17 on
accountofpublicholidayandalso
on Sunday on April 21.
Haryana will witness a multicornered contest across all the
seats.WhiletherulingBharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) had won
sevenseatsinthe2014LokSabha
elections,theIndianNationalLok
Dal(INLD)got2andtheCongress
one.
While the BJP has declared
candidates for all 10 seats, the
Congresshasannouncedonlysix
candidates so far.
Other parties in fray include
theINLD,JannayakJanataParty
(JJP) and its alliance partner
AamAadmiParty(AAP),andthe
newly-formed Loktantra
Suraksha Party (LSP) which too
has stitched an alliance with the
HTC
BSP.

›

It does not matter from where I
contest. I am sure BJP will win all
10 seats from Haryana. Deepender
Hooda had been elected as an MP
from Rohtak only
because his father
was the chief
minister of Haryana
ARVIND SHARMA, BJP
nominee for Rohtak

Dubai gurdwara to organise
daily iftar during Ramzan
GOODWILL GESTURE

n

> AJAY CHAUTALA, JJP leader

ELECTION2019

n

Pvt tutor held for molesting
minor student in Karnal

JJP’S CORE COMMITTEE WILL MEET
TODAY TO TAKE A CALL ON CANDIDATES.

host 100 to 200 people every day
duringRamzan,”saidKandhari.
He was speaking after Baisakhi ceremony, which was
attended by top officials of
Dubai’s Community Development Authority (CDA).
“This year is very important
for us here in the UAE. It is the
year of tolerance for the UAE,
550th yearofGuruNanak’sbirth
anniversary, 150th year of
Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary,320th yearofthebirth of
Khalsa Panth, and 100th year of
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
which happened on a Baisakhi.
“Keeping all these in mind, we
celebrated Baisakhi to send
acrossthemessageoflove,peace,
humanity and tolerance,” Kandhari added.

Hisar man booked
for rape, blackmail
HISAR :The Hisar police on Mon-

day booked a man for allegedly
raping and blackmailing a
20-year-old woman in Hisar.
The accused, identified as
Sahil Kumar, was a classmate of
thevictim in Class12. Thevictim
alleged that the accused had
taken the victim for tea at a hotel
where he offered her tea laced
with intoxicants and raped her.
He also allegedly clicked some
obscenephotographsofherusing
which he started blackmailing
her. The accused even allegedly
tried to stop her wedding by
showing up at her village and
showing the pictures. A case
under Section 341 (wrongful
restraint), 376 (rape), 384 (extortion),500(defamation),506(criminalintimidation)ofIPChasbeen
registered.
HTC

DHRUV DAHIYA, KHANNA SSP

A tough cop who landed in trouble
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

THE CASE OF MISSING
₹6.65 CR HAS PUT ON
STAKE REPUTATION AND
CAREER OF IPS OFFICER
WHO PLANNED AND
MONITORED RAID ON
PRIEST’S HOUSE

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The case of missing

Rs 6.65 croreafter the recovery of
unaccounted cash during a raid
on the house of Jalandhar priest
Father Anthony, which caused
huge embarrassment to the Punjab Police, has put on stake the
reputation and career of young
IPS officer Dhruv Dahiya, who
planned and monitored the
entire operation as Khanna
senior superintendent of
police (SSP).
Before getting embroiled in
this controversy, 2012-batch officer Dahiya, 33, had earned a reputation of being a tough and
blunt officer having the guts ‘to
call a spade a spade’ without
succumbing to any political
pressure.
Within months of his first
posting as ASP (traffic) Ludhiana, Dahiya shot into limelight
when he challanned the official
vehicle of a judge of the Punjab
and Haryana high court for
wrong parking.
He was asked to bite the bullet
when he had to cancel the challan after senior police officials
intervened.
A then ADGP-rank officer,
who retired as DGP, even had

n

Dhruv Dahiya

castigated him at the police
headquarters for this act in front
of other senior officials, barely a
week after he was transferred as
ASP (Dasuya) in Hoshiarpur.
But here too, Dahiya did not
change his style. He came in
direct confrontation with civil
officersafterhechallanedofficial
vehicles of forest officials and
regional transport authorities.
He also challaned an Orbit bus
owned by the Badals, who were
in power at that time, after its
driver failed to show the registration certificate and other
documents of the vehicle.
Dahiya ordered to impound the
bus and it was released only

after getting original documents.
Before his posting as SSP
Khanna, Dahiya was posted in
Special Protection Unit (SPU)
that guards the chief minister of
Punjab. There he got the attention of some senior government
functionaries and was posted as
SSP, Khanna.
MIXED IMAGE
An MSc in econometrics and
mathematical economics from
theLondonSchoolofEconomics,
Dahiya has a mixed image in the
police.
Some officers describe him as
an “upright and a bright officer”
whereas others dub him as
“high-headed”, “unpredictable”
and “media-savvy”.
Senior officials who have
worked with Dahiya term him a
“cynical” officer who would not
trust his team easily.

Officials privy to the probe
into the missing money case
blame Dahiya’s “poor planning
and lack of confidence in his own
team” for the embarrassment
caused to the police.
“There are reports that a tipoff about the huge stock of unaccounted money with the priest
was received by a DSP who
informed the SSP about it. However, the SSP entrusted the task
of conducting the raid to another
DSP, who included in the raiding
team the two ASIs from Patiala,
who are now missing and have
allegedly siphoned off the
money,” a senior official said.
He said the second “blunder”
the SSP made was the claim that
the seizure was made from a special naka at Doraha in their jurisdiction in Khanna, which fell flat
the next day.
“As an IPS officer, he should
have been aware that in the modern era when the location of any
person can be traced within a
minute, the bluff made about the
seizure could land him in
trouble. He relied on ASI-rank
officials, didn’t send any gazetted officer for the raid and made
glaring procedural lapses. It was
the SSP’s jingoism which has
landed him in trouble,” another
official said.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

H INDU STAN T I MES , C HA ND I G A RH
TU ESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019

Santokh must apologise on
behalf of his father: Sukhbir

ROW BJP-SAD alliance has demanded an apology as Chaudhary’s father
allegedly waved a black flag at Ambedkar during his visit to Jalandhar in 1951

›

Santokh Singh
Chaudhary is
brazenly seeking votes
from Dalits, even as his
father Master Gurbanta
Singh showed black
flags to Ambedkar
during the latter’s visit
to Jalandhar in 1951.

Jatinder Mahal
n

jatinder@htlive.com

JALANDHAR : In a bid to woo Dalit

voters ahead of the polls, the
SAD-BJP alliance held a rally at
Bootan Mandi, to commemorate
BR Ambedkar’s birth anniversary, on Monday.
Addressing the gathering,
SAD chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
said, “Congress leader Santokh
Singh Chaudhary, is brazenly
seeking votes from Dalits,even
as his father the late Master Gurbanta Singh showed black flags
to Ambedkar during the latter’s
visit to Jalandhar in 1951.”
Labelling the Congress as an
anti-Dalit party, he said CM Captain Amarinder Singh was
unwilling to pay homage
to father of the constitution.
All SAD-BJP leaders, including Sukhbir, BJP state chief
Shwait Malik, MLAs Gurpartap
Singh Wadala, Pawan Tinu, Baldev Khaira and senior BJP
leader Manoranjan Kalia, asked
Chaudhary to extend an apology
on behalf of his late father.
The Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat
(reserved) is in the Dalit heart-

shortstories
DRUG PEDDLERS’
GANG BUSTED,
TWO ARRESTED
FEROZEPUR : The Ferozepur police
have busted a gang of drug
peddlers and car lifters with the
arrest of two of its members and
recovery of 4 cars and 270 gm
heroin. Ferozepur SSP Sandeep
goel said that following a tip-off,
a police team apprehended the
duo Gurwinder alias Guri and
HTC
Jagjit of Ferozepur.

Cong’s Sangrur candidate
Dhillon kicks off Campaign
SANGRUR: Congress candidate
from Sangrur and former Barnala
MLA Kewal Singh Dhillon kicked
off his poll campaign with a road
show here on Monday. Sangrur
MLA and cabinet minister Vijay
Inder Singla and Amargarh MLA
Surjit Singh Dhiman skipped
event. Dhillon began his road
show from Dana Mandi in Barnala
which culminated at Vijay Chowk
Sangrur after covering 35km. HTC

2 drown in Sutlej river
during Baisakhi fair
FEROZEPUR : Two youngsters got
drowned in the Sutlej river when
they had gone to attend the
Baisakhi fair on Sunday. The
deceased were identified as
Arshdeep Singh, 19, and Kulwinder
Singh, 11, of Mehar Singh Wala.
Their bodies were recovered with
HTC
the help of divers.

punjab

71-year-old Sikh pilgrim dies
of cardiac arrest in Pakistan
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : A 71-year-old Indian
pilgrim, who was part of a Sikh
Jatha that left for Pakistan on
April 12 to celebrate Baisakhi festival, died of cardiac arrest on
Sunday in a hospital at Rawalpindi.
Identified as Hoshiar Singh,
the deceased hailed from Malerkotla town of Punjab. His body was
sent back to India through AttariWagah border on Monday. In

THE VICTIM WAS PART OF
A 1,896-MEMBER JATHA
THAT HAD LEFT FOR
PAKISTAN TO CELEBRATE
BAISAKHI ON APRIL 12
presence of the officials of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC), the
dead body was handed over to the
family members.
The Sikh jatha of around 1,898
pilgrims had gone to Pakistan to

celebrate Baisakhi festival,
which is also celebrated as foundation day of Khalsa Panth in
Sikh community, at Gurdwara
Panja Sahib, Hasan Abdal in Pakistan. Apart from this, the jatha is
also to visit other Sikh shrines in
the neighbouring country.
Rajinder Singh Ruby, additional manager of Golden Temple, who received the body at
Attari-Wagah border, said the
deceased suffered heart attack at
Gurdwara Panja Sahib and was
taken to a hospital at Rawalpindi
where he died on Sunday.
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Seven booked for
assaulting builder
in Amritsar
AMRITSAR: Seven people were
booked for assaulting a 35-yearold builder here on Monday.
The accused, Talbir Singh Gill,
is stated to be a close aide of
SAD legislator Bikram Singh
Majithia. The other two accused
are Ravisher Singh and Sandeep
Singh of Makboolpura locality
while the identity of four others is
yet to be ascertained. ASI Jaspal
Singh said, “a case under sections
323, 324, 506 , 148 and 149 of the IPC
has been registered against the
absconding accused.”
HTC

SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL, SAD chief

n

SAD president Sukhbir Badal and SAD-BJP candidate Charanjit
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT
Singh Atwal (R) at an election rally in Jalandhar.

land of Doaba and Dalits play a
vital role in the polls.
NAKODAR FIRING:
‘HAVE NO ANSWERS ’
On the 1986 Nakodar firing,
which claimed the lives of four
people, Sukhbir said, “I have no
knowledge of the issue. The incident took back in 1986 and I have
no answers. The 1984 riots and

the Nakodar firing are two different issues and cannot be compared.”
Four Sikh men were allegedly killed by the police in 1986
in Nakodar while protesting
against sacrilege of the Guru
Granth Sahib.
Congress leaders have blamed
SAD candidate Charanjit Singh
Atwal, who was speaker of the

English version of
book on Jallianwala
carnage released
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Punjab finance minis-

ter Manpreet Singh Badal on
Monday released the book containing English version of legendary Punjabi novelist Nanak
Singh’s famous poetry “Khuni
Visakhi” on Jallianwala Bagh
massacre at a function at Guru
Granth Sahib Bhawan, Guru
Nanak Dev University. The
book contains a collection of
poems by novelist Nanak Singh.
Nanak Singh was a survivor
of Jallianwala Bagh massacre
and as a 22-year-old he had witnessed the carnage.
His grandson Navdeep Singh
Suri, an Indian foreign service
(IFS) officer working as an
Indian ambassador to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
has translated the poetry in
English.
In reference to the poem
“Khuni Visakhi”, Badal said the

THE BOOK CONTAINS A
COLLECTION OF POEMS
BY NOVELIST NANAK
SINGH, WHO WITNESSED
THE MASSACRE
novelist Nanak Singh has
expressed the feelings and sentiments of the patriots. This poem
should be shared with generations to come, he said.
Badal said that the massacre
should not only be understood
in the backdrop of World War I,
but from the freedom movement
of 1857. Guru Nanak Dev University VC Dr. Jaspal Singh
Sandhu welcomed the guests
besides the family members of
novelist Nanak Singh.
Meanwhile, in another incident, Suri awarded 360 students
with prizes and certificates of
merits for academic excellence
at DAV College here.

Punjab assembly, for hushing up
the SIT report on the firings.
Atwal in turn passed the buck
to the government and said, as
speaker of the Punjab Legislative Assembly from 1997 to 2002,
he had tabled the SIT report in
the Vidhan Sabha, however it
was the responsibility of the government to enforce it.
“Chaudhary, who has been an
MLA and MP, does not
know anything about the functioning of Vidhan Sabha,” said
Atwal.

EX-CONGRESS
SPOKESPERSON
EXPELLED
FROM PARTY

CHANDIGARH: Taking strong note

of indiscipline, chairman of the
state Congress election management committee, Lal Singh on
Monday expelled Gurwinder
Singh Bali from the primary
membership of the party for six
years.
A Congress spokesperson said
Bali had been shunted out for his
anti-party activities and acts of
indiscipline. Last week, resigning from the post of Congress
spokesperson, Bali had threatened to expose the party’s top
brass in the state.
Bali, a ticket aspirant from the
Anandpur Sahib seat, raised a
banner of revolt after the Congress fielded former Union minister Manish Tewari from the
constituency.
Lal Singh warned that any
violation of the party’s ethics
and principles would be viewed
strictly and anyone found guilty
of such conduct would be sternly
HTC
dealt with.

SHO’s cook commits
suicide in Bathinda
BATHINDA : A private cook of
Maur SHO inspector Dalbir Singh
committed suicide by hanging
himself at the cop’s residence at
Maur on Sunday night. The SHO
found cook Jaswinder Singh, 20,
of Jalal village hanging when he
came back from some official
HTC
work at night.

Ferozepur institute supdt
jumps into canal, missing
FEROZEPUR : Gurmeet Singh of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh State
Technical Campus, who worked as
superintendent in electronics
department, allegedly committed
suicide by jumping into a canal on
the Ferozepur-Moga road here.
Divers were put into action to
search his body but they could
not succeed till the last reports
came in. His two-wheeler and
mobile phone were found near
HTC
the canal.

1.6kg heroin seized in
Ferozepur, 1 arrested
FEROZEPUR : The Border Security
Force (BSF) on Monday arrested a
smuggler near the Indo-Pak
border in Mamdot sector in the
district and seized 1.6 kg heroin
from his possession. The accused
has been identified as Kashmir
Singh of Bare Ke village. BSF
officials said he confessed to have
smuggled heroin from across the
HTC
border.

₹2 lakh looted from petrol
pump employee
FEROZEPUR: Unidentified
miscreants attacked a petrol
pump employee and looted ₹ 2
lakh from him at Arif Ke village in
Ferozepur on Monday. Victim
Gagan Sehgal said the miscreants
thrashed him before snatching
the cash bag.
HTC

7 held for betting on IPL
matches in Jalandhar
JALANDHAR : A betting racket
pertaining to IPL was uncovered
and seven people were arrested
on Monday. The accused are
Mukesh Kumar, 42, of Krishna
Nagar, Atul Kumar, 22, of Gobindgarh, Sumit Nayyar, 31, of Gobind
Nagar, Arun Sharma, 32, of
Madhuban Colony, Sukhpal Singh,
35, of Hardev Nagar, Kirti Goswami, 31, of Ghas Mandi and
Prince Puri, 30, of Krishan
HTC
Nagar.
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spiceoflife

Real heroes let their hard work do the talking
Alka Kashyap

B
n

National Conference president Farooq Abdullah with party workers during a rally in Srinagar on Monday.
WASEEM ANDRABI /HT

Farooqpullsout
allstopstoretain
SrinagarLSseat
election
2019

BATTLEFIELD J&K
Mir Ehsan
n

mir.ehsan@htlive.com

SRINAGAR :Srinagar has been the

bastion of the National Conference for decades and it was a herculean task to beat the oldest
regional party on its own turf
despite low polling turnout in
2014 Lok Sabha polls. However,
for the first time since its formation in 1999, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) managed to
register its win on the Srinagar
Lok Sabha seat when party can-

outskirts. They have managed to
galvanise the party cadres as
well.
Addressing one such rally at
SK Park on Monday, NC president Farooq Abdullah
said,“Never in my life, I am going
with Modi or the BJP. Please
come out to vote. When you people stay away from polling, you
are aware how things are manipulated.”
The senior leader also praised
his son Omar and told the gathering that he could safeguard the
destiny of his people in his
absence as well. Both father son
duo has been launching scathing
attacks on Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP, even raising questions over Pulwama
attack and Balakot strike.

Cong seeks Satti’s apology Cong nominee for
for ‘slur’ against Rahul
Ladakh files papers
SHIMLA/DHARAMSHALA: The Hima-

chal Pradesh Congress Committee (HPCC) on Monday filed a
complaintwiththeelectioncommission (EC), accusing state
BharatiyaJanataPartychiefSatpal Singh Satti of using derogatory remark against AICC president Rahul Gandhi. The party
alsocalledforastatewideprotest
on Tuesday. The Congress

alleged that the state BJP chief
had used abusive remarks
against the AICC president at a
publicmeetinginSolandistrict.A
video of Satti’s speech is being
widely shared on social media, it
said.FlayingSattiinunison,CongressleadersaskedthestateBJP
chief to tender an apology and
asked the saffron party to act
against him.
HTC

channel playing that day.
Sulking in the aftermath of
the battle, my son settled down
on the couch nearby.
Iorderedapipinghotpizzato
diffuse the air of animosity in
the room. We all started watching the news.
Munching through his slice,
mysonasked, “Papais itreally
goodtobeachowkidarorachaiwala?”
My husband squirmed and
quickly replied, “No son, these
are mere slogans. Please don’t
take them seriously. You concentrate on your studies and
choose a proper career.”
After some time, the young
man asked again,

story of how Vijay Mallya and
Nirav Modi fled the country’.
Then “good news” appeared
as a silver lining in the cloud. It
showed some cricketers and
lawyers being conferred
national awards by the President of India. My husband
gloated with pride, “See, son,
you should strive to be like
them. Your merit will be
rewarded so handsomely.”
The very next day news of
theseawardeesjoiningaparticular national party started
doing the rounds.
My husband tried his best to
hide the news from my son, lest
he was able to see through the
farce of such national
awards.
“Papa, I am really learning a
lot.Ididn’tknowthattherewas
so much of misery in the world.
That people are so uncouth,
they are hurling abuses on
national television, be it an
anchor , or a party spokesperson , or a national leader.”
Unable to answer all the

letterstoeditor

2014 POLLS PDP won the seat but NC regained it after bypoll
didate Tariq Karra defeated NC
leader Farooq Abdullah.
Five years down the line, the
political situation has completely changed. The PDP suffered one jolt after another when
senior party leaders and legislators left the party. Tariq Karra
also resigned from the party
soon after 2016 agitation and
joined the Congress. The NC
wrestled the seat in the subsequent by-election in 2017 with
more than 10,000 votes in a violence ridden polling which witnessed mere 7.6% turnout.
Now the NC is all out to retain
the Srinagar seat and its adjoining districts with NC president
Farooq Abdullah and his son
Omar Abdullah addressing
series of rallies in the city and its

attles used to often break
out at home over the TV
remote, the point of contention being the channel to be
watched. Thecombativewarriors were my husband and my
son, leaving me to take on the
roleofthe‘peacekeepingforce’,
always ready to act as a mediator between the two factions.
No superpower in the world
wielded the authority to solve
this ongoing dispute in the
strife-torn area of my TV
lounge. The rule was that the
bearer of the remote called the
shots.
My 18-year-old brave heart
wanted to watch the sports
channel, while my 45-year-old
commanderwasaddictedtothe
news channels.
One fine day, however,
things changed. My husband,
with quick surgical precision,
got hold of the remote. And so,
according to the household
norm, it had to be the news

“Papa , who are these people
questioning the Balakot air
strikes.Aretheydifferentfrom
us?” “No, no son, they are very
much our own flesh and
blood. They are members of
opposition parties, so they are
merely fulfilling their role.
Theydon’tneedtobetakenseriously either. You should go by
facts.”
Nowitwasmyturntoaskthe
‘epitome ‘ of knowledge in our
family,“Sunoji,Ihaveheardin
the news that marijuana has
become legal in Canada. And
manyhousewivesareswearing
by its good effects.”
“Where do you get all this
information from,” was the
quick response.
Just then the news of the Me
Too movement flashed on the
screen. Somewhat embarrassed, my husband tried to
send myson away on somepretext of an errand, but he would
not budge. Then followed a few
features on a tragic air crash,
drought in Cape Town, and a

I WAS THE
PEACEKEEPING FORCE
WHEN BATTLE BROKE
OUT BETWEEN MY
HUBBY AND MY SON
OVER A TV REMOTE

JAMMU: Five days after an

issuance of notification by the
Election Commission for the
Ladakh parliamentary
constituency, Congress
candidate Rigzin Spalbar
on Monday filed his nomination
papers from the seat, which
is going to polls on May 6.
Spalbar was the first to
file his papers before the returning officer at Leh, officials said.
PTI

DRONES FOR
CHECKING DUMPS

The interim order on the electoral bonds scheme is disappointing. We take pride in calling ours the largest democracy
but many democratic principles
stand compromised. With its
opaque structure and procedure, the scheme makes a mockery of democracy. First casualty
is the citizens’ Right to Information (RTI). Huge corporate electoral bonds moving secretly eat
into the very fairness and openness of the electoral process. No
convincing argument is made as
to what public purpose would be
served by keeping the bonds
wrapped in secrecy. God forbid
if the Electoral Bonds Scheme is
able to win judicial imprimatur,
democracy shall find itself in
grave peril.
Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

It is appreciable that the authorities in Delhi are planning to use
drones to check illegal dumping
of industrial waste. Such waste
is dumped into drains running
across the industrial clusters in
the national capital that reaches
the Yamuna and makes its
waters toxic. If the authorities
are able to use drones to check
the practice, this would bring to
a halt dumping of industrial
waste and help reduce water
pollution in Delhi.
Devendra Khurana

Why don’t the political parties
ever sing the lines from their
own manifestos? Because even
they don’t know if they will fulfill the promises listed in them.
This is what has been happening
for decades in our country.
There must be a cost levied on
unfulfilled manifesto promises,
aside from a chance of being
voted out of power. So that every
single taxpayer will know
exactly what the country is
going to get in the coming five
years.
Dr Tejvir Singh, Nabha

n

alkagaurkashyap@gmail.com

The writer is a Chandigarh-based
advocate

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com

INDIAN DEMOCRACY
IN GRAVE PERIL

ELECTION MANIFESTO
AS A LEGAL DOCUMENT

uncomfortable questions , my
husband turned to my son,
“Ok beta , you better watch
your sports channel. Which
game do you follow?”
My son’s heart skipped a
beat. He knew he had won the
battle! Suppressing his excitement, he put on a sober countenance.
“I follow cricket. It has no
political parties and players
have no reason to shout their
lungsout.Theyworkveryhard
andtheyreceiveawardsonreal
merit. They are the real heroes
who thrive on excellence. You
get to see flashy stadia, awe-inspiring teams, and in-depth
interviews of the star players,
the cheerleaders...”
Foroncemyhusbandagreed,
“Yes, yes, sports are very good
for a healthy mind and body.”
Thanks to IPL, peace broke
out at home… at least for the
next one-and-a-half months!

MISMANAGEMENT
RESULTING IN
FINANCIAL CRISIS
Jet Airways has not learned
from three back-to-back quarterly losses resulting in high
operational costs and leading to
failure in repaying of the debt of
a billion dollars. Mounting
crude oil prices have slowed
down the growth rate of the
Indian economy and India is the
world’s third largest oil
importer. The director general
civil aviation must analyse the
decisions and strategies being
adopted by local Indian private
airlines and in case any airlines
fails, the government has to
bear all its losses which leads to
increase in non-performing
assets (NPAs) and job drain.
Alas, Jet Airways management
has not learned from the mistakes of Kingfisher.
Dr Kiran Sood, Doraha

ECI A CAGED PARROT
We have seen politicians violating the election code of conduct
and the Election Commission of
India turning a blind eye to the
same. Politicians like Yogi Adityanath have made serious violations and all the ECI said was ‘he
must be careful.’ Prime Minister Narendra Modi started a TV
channel and the ECI just
watched. It is a strong belief
among people that the ECI is not
doing enough and is favoring
the ruling party. Why can’t our
chief election commissioner be
more like TN Seshan, who disciplined the erring politicians and
brought them to discipline. The
ECI is acting like a caged parrot
and a puppet of the government.
Captain Amar Jeet
Kumar, Mohali

IN NATIONAL INTEREST
The orders of the Supreme
Court that political parties
must put on public domain the
names of individuals/companies who funded them in 2018
are commendable. Individuals
or organisations that fund
political parties (particularly
the ruling party) through
bonds, do so to get some business benefits when the party
comes in power. It means no
business establishment gives
donation for the sake of
national interest. Rather it may
be treated as bribery in the
guise of political funding. The
court is right to assume there
should be information about

donors to political parties on
public domain.
RL Bansal, Kurukshetra

COMMEMORATE 1984
AND 2002 TOO
We are commemorating the centenary of Jallianwala Bagh massacre perpetrated by one of the
military administrators, brigadier general Renigald Dyer.
Then came 1947, the year of our
independence, but also the most
horrendous saga, in which many
killed each other. But what about
1984 and 2002 in which thousands
of innocents were killed, most
savagely, by our own goons, in
our own independent sovereign
republic, simply because they
belonged to different communities. These dark chapters of our
history also deserve to be commemorated. Let fitting memorials be raised to the unsung innocents dead.
Tejinder Singh Kalra,
Mohali

JALLIANWALA CAN GUIDE
YOUNG GENERATION
Paying homage to the martyrs
at the centenary of 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre was
reduced to a mere VVIP event.
The common man was not
allowed in. Many view the ritual
of paying homage at Jallianwala
Bagh by politicians as a screliage. The best thing would be if
our young generation can be
made to ponder over man’s lust
for power and use of religion as
a tool to attain it as the biggest

enemy of mankind. Hindus,
Muslims and Sikhs together
shed their blood for freedom in
Jallianwala Bagh in 1919 and in
1947. In their own interest, our
young generation must see
through the evil designs of our
present politicians who still
view the politics-religion amalgam as the most potential
weapon in their fight for power.
HL Sharma, Amritsar

KUDOS TO TRUDEAU
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s decision on implementing April as Sikh Heritage
Month in recognition of the contributions of the Sikh community based in Canada is an
appreciable gesture. It goes in
favour of members of Parliament of Indian origin who have
respect for their religion and
community. This will go a long
way in fortifying the Sikh culture and history among the Punjabi youth based in Canada.
Harpreet Sandhu, Ludhiana

INDIAN INTEL AGENCIES’
CREDIBILITY ISSUES
Every few weeks, screaming
headlines across print, TV and
social media warn of an impending terrorist strike. One wonders how credible is this hullabaloo, if one looks at the strike rate
of these inputs. Perhaps the
intelligence agencies are trying
to show that they sadly have
very low credibility on matters
of national security.
Dr Tejit Singh, Chandigarh

BJP creating fear psychosis
under security guise: Mufti
HT Correspondent/PTI
n

htclassifieds
EDUCATION

HOME TUITION Maths/ Science
7th to 10th Class by B.Sc, B.Ed, experienced Teacher Contact:
7696232454

EXCELLENT HOME Tuition of
Mathematics 8th, 9th, 10th, +1, +2
by RajSir, 15 Years Experience.
8286100004.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, RAJWANT Kaur W/o Hisam Din
Resident of House no. 1366, Sector
68, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali have
changed the name of my son Vahid
Khan to Abdul Vahid Khan.

I, RAJEEV Bansal S/o Shri Tarsem
Chand R/o # 3047, Tribune and
Blood Donor Society Sector 50 D,
Chandigarh have Changed my name
from Rajiv Gupta to Rajeev Bansal.

I, HARPREET Kaur D/o Shri Manjit
Singh R/o House No. 4, Shiwalik
Bihar, Naya Gaon, Kharar, Mohali
Punjab that I deponent is holder of
Passport No. R7093798. That in the
above said passport the name of my
mother has wrongly been
subscribed as jasveer Kaur, while
the correct spelling of my mother's
name are Jasvir Kaur. All Concerned
Please Note.

I USHA Devi W/o Surinder Singh R/o
# 1272, Sector 25-D, Chandigarh. I
have Changed my name from Usha
Devi to Pushpa Devi.

I, JOYTI W/o Diwakar, H.No. 871,
HBC, Dhanas, Chandigarh, have
changed my name from Joyti to
Jyoti Sharma.

I, SANDEEP Kaur D/o Amarjit Singh
R/o B-372, Ranjit Avenue Amritsar
have changed my name from
Sandeep Kaur to Sandeep Kaur Bal.
Concerned note.

I GURPREET Kaur W/o Rajdeepak
Kandola Village Salahpur PO
Bazidpur Tehsil Chamkaur Sahib
(Ropar) have changed my name to
Gurpreet Kaur Kandola.

PUBLIC NOTICES

I, AMARJIT Singh S/o Karnail Singh
R/o B-372, Ranjit Avenue Amritsar
have changed my name from
Amarjit Singh to Amarjit Singh Bal.
Concerned note.

I ARMY number 2785 240 l Ex NK
Manohar Lal s/o Shambhu R/o Arthi
(mandal) PO Bhangrotu Tehsil sadar
new tehsil Balh district Mandi HP
declared in My army record I want
to correct my wife's date of birth as
27/10/1980 instead of 5/10/1980
and also want to correct my
daughter's name in my army record
as Sunita instead of Sunita Devi and
Neha instead of Neha Devi. All
concern note it.

letterschd@htlive.com

SRINAGAR : PDP president MehboobaMuftiMondayaccusedthe
BJP of creating a fear psychosis
under the guise of national security to prepare for another Balakot-like strike in desperation to
win Lok Sabha elections.
“In its desperation to win this
election, seems like misappropriation of our jawans sacrifices
& polarising the electorate
hasn’t helped BJP. Now they are
creating fear psychosis by using
national security as a guise to
prepare ground for another Balakot-like strike,” Mehbooba,
whowasanallyofBJPinJammu
and Kashmir from 2015 to 2018,
said in a tweet.
“He tried to incite communal
riots here and create polarisation. Then he did Balakot attack
drama. Now after first phase
of elections BJP is seeing a
loss, the way a sense of insecurity is being created among
people, it appears they are
planning to make another attack
on Pakistan like Balakot so
that they get votes during
(upcoming phases in) elections,”
she said while addressing the

n

People’s Democratic Party president Mehooba Mufti addressing an
election rally at Khirram in Anantnag district on Monday.
ANI

media in Anantnag.
Addressing the party workers
at the convention, she urged people toavoidboycott. “Whydo you
boycott voting? Those who want
to vote, they do it and what is the
outcome of your boycott. Farooq
(Abdullah) sahib became
member of Parliament in 2017
by 40,000 votes only,” Mehbooba
Mufti said.
“…itismyrequesttocomeout
on April 23 (to vote). NCand Congress say that they have strength
in particular constituencies and
people will come out to vote
there. PDP’s strength is at many
places but people boycott in
those places,” she said.

CAVALCADE
ATTACKED
The cavalcade of the PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti
was attacked with stones,
injuring a driver of one of the
escort vehicles in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag district
on Monday. Youths threw
stones at the cavalcade when
Mufti was on her way to
south Kashmir to pay obeisance at Khiram Dargah and
then addressed a convention
of party workers in Bijbehara,
Anantnag.

I, DARSHAN Mehrok S/o Dayal
Singh, Vill Majri, Kaithal, declare
Darshan is my name and surname
Mehrok.

I NAZIA Pace W/o Hillary Victor,R/o
H.No-1677,Sector-88,Mohali declare
that I have change my name from
Nazia Pace to Nazia Victor.

I, RAJWANT Kaur W/o Hisam Din
Resident of House No. 1366, Sector
68, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali have
changed the name of my son Ishan
Khan to Mohammed Ibrahim.

I, MANPREET Kaur W/o Binder
Singh R/o Mahamadpur (Dhuri) have
changed my name to Gurpreet Kaur.

I, RAMANDEEP Kaur W/o
Simeranjeet Singh Grewal, VPO
Haider Nagar Teh Malerkotla, Sangrur, changed my name to
Ramandeep Kaur Grewal.

I, SURINDER Kaur W/o Amarjit
Singh, R/o B-372, Ranjit Avenue
Amritsar have changed my name
from Surinder Kaur to Surinder Kaur
Bal. Concerned note.

I, RAJESH Kumari W/o Sh. Jang
Bahadur R/o # 970, Village Kajheri,
Sector 52, Chandigarh declare that
Rajesh Rani & Rajesh Kumari in one
and same Person. All Concerned
please note.

Curfew relaxed for
5 hours in Kishtwar
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU :Mobile internet services

in curfew-bound Kishtwar was
restored on Monday after
remainingsuspendedforthepast
six days following improvement
intheoveralllawandordersituation.
The curfew was imposed in
Kishtwar district following the
killingofseniorRSSfunctionary
Chanderkant Sharma and his
security guard last week. The
curfewwasfirstrelaxedforthree
hoursfrom12pmto3pmindifferent localities and curfew was
relaxedfrom5pmto7pminother

localities of the town.
Meanwhile, locals protested
against the continuous terrorist
attacksonminorities.Protesters
raised slogans against both governor and district administration.Protestersdemandedhanging of the Sharma’s assassin and
also castigated terrorists and
anti-nationals.
“Therelaxationperiodpassed
off peacefully and no untoward
incident was reported. The curfewwillremaininforcethroughout the night and after assessing
the situation in the morning, a
call will be taken for further
relaxation,” Kishtwar deputy
commissioner AS Rana said.

Govt asks Anil
Sharma to vacate
official bungalow
SHIMLA: : Three days after Anil

Sharmaquitthestatecabinet,the
Himachal Pradesh government
on Monday served a notice, asking him to vacate the bungalow
he was allotted in capacity as a
minster.
Sharmawasallottedagovernment bungalow in Ben More
locality in the vicinity of Raj
Bhawanafterhebecameaminister.Afterresigning,Sharmasurrendered his official vehicle and
returned the official staff posted
at his residence. “I am in the
habit of driving my own vehicle.
I used to do so even when I was a
minister,” said Sharma. HTC
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Rahul, Kejriwal take Delhi
alliance hardball to Twitter

region
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ON HIMACHAL DAY

TIE-UP Rahul blames Kejri for deal failure, Delhi CM says Cong chief not serious
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The uncertainty over a
possible tie-up between the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Congress for the Lok Sabha polls was
heightened on Monday, with
Rahul Gandhi appearing to
blame Arvind Kejriwal for the
failure to seal an agreement, and
the Delhi CM in turn accusing the
Congress president of not being
serious about the alliance.
Speaking about the contours of
the discussions for the first time,
Gandhi tweeted that the Congress offered the AAP four seats
(out of seven) in Delhi and said the
doors are “still open” though the
“the clock is running out” .
However, Gandhi’s remark
that “Kejriwal has done yet
another U-turn” rubbed the AAP
national convener the wrong
way. The Twitter conversation
began at 5.50pm when Gandhi
wrote: “An alliance between the
Congress and AAP in Delhi would

mean the rout of the BJP. The
Congress is willing to give up 4
Delhi seats to the AAP to ensure
this. But, Mr Kejriwal has done
yet another U turn! Our doors are
still open, but the clock is running
out.”
Kejriwal replied at 6.29pm:
“What U-turn? The talks were
still going on. Your statement
shows that an alliance is not your
desire, it is mere rhetoric. It is sad
that you are making these comments. Today it is important to
save the country from the danger
of Modi-Shah. It is unfortunate
that you are also dividing antiModi votes in UP and other states
to help them.”
Delhi votes on May 12. The
nomination process begins on
Tuesday, and the last day is April
23. Candidates can withdraw
their nominations until April 26.
Over the last month, alliance
talks between the AAP and the
Congress have appeared to be
dead every other day through
statements given by leaders of the

REFUSED TO BOARD TRUCK

Rescued elephant gives
officials tough time
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 40-year-old ele-

phant that was being sent to a
rescue centre gave a tough time
to a team of 10-12 wildlife officials when it refused to board a
truck for nearly 24 hours. The
animal was seized from its
owner in Wazirabad area and
was finally sent to a rescue centre in Haryana.
Even though the full-grown
female elephant, named Moti,
was confiscated from its owner
on Sunday afternoon, the team
failed to get it to board the truck
till 11.30pm at night on Sunday.
On Monday, the team tried
again, and after around four or
five failed attempts, the animal
finally boarded truck around
noon.
“We had brought in JCB
machines, cranes, and lifting
machines, so that the elephant
could be boarded on to the truck.
But it refused despite all efforts.
At one point, we even thought of
tranquilising it. But then finally
we managed to load it around
noon on Monday ,” a senior forest official said.
Of the six domesticated elephants that were in Delhi, four
have already been sent to Gujarat by their owners. While Moti
was sent to Haryana on Monday, the last elephant, who is
unwell, is likely to be temporarily sent to Asola Bhatti Sanctuary, where the national capital’s

THOUGH THE JUMBO
WAS RESCUED IN THE
AFTERNOON, THE TEAM
FAILED TO GET IT TO
BOARD A TRUCK TILL
LATE IN THE NIGHT
ON SUNDAY
first wildlife rescue-cum-rehabilitation centre is expected to
come up.
“The elephant was refusing to
board the truck. The forest officials beat her continuously.
They were all hitting it with
sticks. In the morning a JCB
machine was brought in so that
the animal could be pushed to
board the truck. But the animal
refused and sat down. Is this not
cruelty?” Farukh Khan, the
owner of the elephant, said.
“Even though the elephant
initially refused to board the
truck, it finally did with the help
of the mahout and his two helpers. Everything went fine,” the
forest official said.
The elephant was fed well
with banana leaves and sugarcane before boarding, officials
claimed, and said it was given a
bath to keep it cool during the
journey. Food and buckets of
water were also kept on the
truck so that they could be
sprinkled on the animal to keep
it hydrated. Two wildlife inspectors and a veterinarian travelled with the elephant.

two parties, only to revive soon
after.
Senior Congress leader
Ahmed Patel indicated the hitch
was in expanding the alliance to
outside of Delhi.”We wish to set
the record straight, despite opposition from our state unit, the
Congress president convinced
them to work out a formula to collaborate with AAP in Delhi. But
AAP insisted for seats in Haryana,” news agency ANI quoted
him as saying. “Our proposition
still stands, the ball is in their
court,” he added.
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar, who
has been pushing for an alliance
between the AAP and the Congress, is scheduled to arrive in
Delhi on Wednesday to intervene
again. According to a senior AAP
functionary who asked not to be
named, Pawar is likely to hold a
joint meeting of senior Congress
leader Ahmed Patel and AAP’s
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh.
Apart from Pawar, Andhra

Pradesh chief minister and Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief N
Chandrababu Naidu and Communist Party of India (Marxist)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury are pushing the two parties to come together in Delhi.
According to a Congress functionary, the talks are mainly
stuck over Haryana.
The AAP said last week it
favoured a broad-based alliance
with the Congress not only in
Delhi or Haryana but also in Punjab, Goa and Chandigarh, which
comes to 33 Lok Sabha seats.
The AAP also demanded that
five out of the 10 Lok Sabha seats
in Haryana – three for the Jannayak Janata Party (JJP) of
Dushyant Chautala and two for
itself.
While the Congress rejected
any alliance in Punjab, Goa and
Chandigarh, it was willing to concede one seat each for the AAP
and the JJP in Haryana, the Congress functionary cited above
said.

n

Students displaying Mallakhamba skills during the celebration of 72nd state day of Himachal Pradesh on The Ridge in Shimla on
DEEPAK SANSTA /HT
Monday.

Three held for duping 150 on pretext of army job ₹1.7cr looted from train
passenger near Kota
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI :Three men who posed
as army officers to conduct fake
physical tests and medical examination as part of fraud recruitment for the Territorial Army
were arrested by Delhi Police
crime branch on Monday.
The racket was allegedly being
run by Bijay Kumar Singh who
was arrested last July for the very
same crime by the same crime
branch team.
“When some weeks later Singh
came out on bail last year, he
found his gang broken down. He
then roped in four to five new
men to carry out the fake recruitments using the same modus
operandi,” Ram Gopal Naik, deputy commissioner of police
(crime branch), said. Singh
remains on the run.
DCP Naik said the gang used
the army ground in Bhubaneswar in Odisha to conduct the fake
tests. “They would conduct the

tests at an army ground that was
accessible for the public. It helped
them come off as genuine,” the
DCP said. The officer added the
medical examinations were conducted at different hotels in
Bhubaneshwar, Pune and Coimbatore.
Rajiv Ranjan, additional commissioner of police (crime
branch), identified the three
arrested men as Bal Kishan (34),
Kottapalli Venkataramana Rao
(36), and Kallepalli Srinivasa Rao
(25).
According to the police, Venkataramana and Kishan had
some brushes with the army
recruitment process in different
ways before they joined the
racket, said police.
“Venkataramana had made
several attempts to join the army,
but couldn’t pass the physical
tests,” said Ranjan. Kishan ran a
coaching institute in Haryana’s
Mahendragarh and had initially
inadvertently fallen for the mastermind Bijay Kumar Singh’s

racket, police said.
Singh had allegedly tricked
Kishan into sending his students
for the recruitment process.
When the students realised they
were being duped, they went after
Kishan who in turn questioned
Singh.
“Singh then lured Kishan into
joining the racket in a full-fledged
role,” Naik said. Kishan joined
hands with Venkatramana
and Srinivasa and two others
as they went about duping over
150 men in the last one year,he
added.
“They charged between ₹1
lakh and ₹1.5 lakh from each candidate. When their fraud would
be discovered by the candidates,
the fraudsters would switch off
their mobile phones,” Naik said.
The gang undertook a lot of
efforts to present themselves as
real army officers, police said.
Srinivasa had reportedly clicked
pictures of himself with an army
uniform. The uniform belonged
to Kishan’s uncle, who is

deployed as a Subedar Major in
the Indian army. The photos were
used by the gang to present themselves as real army offices.
“At the hotels where the medical examinations were conducted, Srinivasa would wear a
stethoscope around his neck,
gloves in his hands and use a book
to pretend to check the candidates’ colour-blindness. All the
fraudsters would be dressed in
army t-shirts and tracksuits.
They would use forged stamps
and fake signatures to issue
admit cards to candidates,” Ranjan said.
The police said that the gang
was inspired by the Bollywood
film Special 26 like many cases of
frauds in the past.
The gang’s run came to an end
on Saturday when the crime
branch received a tip-off that
three suspects would arrive at
south Delhi’s Mahipalpur to
physically deliver admit cards to
some candidates and collect
money from them.

KOTA: A Delhi trader’s ₹1.7 crore
was looted from the Swaraj
Express train near Kota, said
officials of the GRP on Monday.
Gautam Kumar who runs an
electronic shop in New Delhi,
had boarded the train for Mum-

bai from Delhi on Sunday. He
was carrying a bag containing
₹1.7 crore . “The train had left
Kota when a person jumped off
with Kumar’s bag when the train
slowed down near Ranwatha station,” said GRP inspector. HTC

BROADCAST ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS INDIA LIMITED
(A Government of India Enterprise under Ministry of Information and Broadcasting)

VACANCIES FOR PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT OF AIIMS, NEW DELHI
BECIL invites applications for recruitment/empanelment of following Consultants for Project Management
Unit of All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi purely on contractual basis:
S.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.

NIA TAKES OVER
PROBE INTO
PUNJAB RSS
LEADER KILLING

Senior Consultant/Consultant
Hospital Management
Project Management
Project Financial Management
Software

Consolidated Remuneration
➢ Minimum Rs. 50,000 pm for Consultant and
Rs. 1,00,000 pm for Sr. Consultant
(Remuneration maybe higher according to the
qualiﬁcations and experience as decided by PMB)

Application forms & further details may be obtained from BECIL’s Corporate Ofﬁce: C-56, A/17,
Sector-62, Noida-201307 or downloaded from www.becil.com / www.aiims.edu
Last date for submission of application forms is April 30, 2019.
davp 22113/11/0001/1920

Neeraj Chauhan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Investi-

gation Agency (NIA) has taken
over the probe into the August
2016 murder of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)’s Punjab
deputy chief, Jagdish Gagneja,
in Jalandhar, an official
familiar with the development
said.
It took over the investigation
after a primary assessment
pointed to the involvement
of a Khalistan Liberation
Force (KLF) module in the murder.
The module had carried
out targeted killings in Punjab
between January 2016 and
October 2017 as part of
Pakistan’s plans to revive militancy in the state, the official
added.
The official said an NIA team
is in Jalandhar to question some
suspects. The Central Bureau of
Investigation earlier probed
Gagneja’s murder.
Officials said same KLF operatives, who were involved in
attacks on right-wing leaders, a
Christian pastor, followers of
Hisar-based Dera Sacha Sauda
on the directions of Pakistan’s
spy agency Inter-Services Intelligence to create communal
unrest in Punjab, were involved
in Gagneja’s murder.
The KLF was banned under
the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act in December 2018.
A second NIA officer, who did
not wish to be named, said they
are pursuing Gursharanbir
Singh’s extradition with
the UK.

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
5/9 UNDER HILL ROAD, DELHI-110054
transport.delhigovt.nic.in
DC/OPS/Tpt/1331/2018/1787

Dated: April 15, 2019

E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are invited in Transport Department, Govt. of
NCT of Delhi for the following:
Sl.
No.
1.

Tender ID

Subject

Last Date & Time
for Bid Submission

2019_TD_ Tender
for
170945_1 Manufacturing, Supply
and Fitment of High
Security Registration
Plates to all the Motor
Vehicles, in Build, Own
and Operate (BOO)
model in the Transport
Department, National
Capital Territory of
Delhi

25.04.2019 up to
1500 hours through
e-procurement
portal
(https://
govtprocurement.
delhi.gov.in)

The tender document along with detailed speciﬁcation can
be downloaded from the e-procurement website (https://
govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) against the above mentioned
tender ID.
The vendor interested in participating in e-tender should have
registration on e-procurement portal of Delhi Government
having digital certiﬁcate/signatures. In case, if any corrigendum
thereof, it shall be published on e-tender website.
DIP/Shabdarth/0012/19-20

MLO (OPERATIONS/ARB)
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election2019
WatchfullModibiopic
beforeorder:SCtoEC
INFORMED DECISION Top court asks poll watchdog to re-examine order on the film after
viewing movie by April 19; next hearing in petition filed by movie producers on April 22
HT Correspondent
n

WEB SERIES
ON PM: CEO
WRITES TO EC

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Election Commis-

sion of India (ECI) was asked by
theSupremeCourtonMondayto
re-examine its earlier order that
bannedthescreeningofbiopicon
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after watching the full movie.
A bench led by Chief Justice
RanjanGogoisaidthepollwatchdogshouldtakeaninformeddecision on film’s exhibition after
viewing it by April 19 and should
placethesamebeforethecourtin
asealedcover.SCwouldhearthe
matter again on April 22.
The film producers have
moved the top court against the
banimposedonthereleaseofthe
movie by the EC.
“If the petitioners pray for an
audience before the Election
Commission or its authorised
representativetheElectionCommissionwouldconsiderthesame
andgrantsuchanaudience,”the
bench ordered.
Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, said the poll panel has
taken the decision based just on
watching the promo, not the
entire movie. He suggested his
clients were willingtohold aspecialscreeningforthepollpanelor
its committee on Tuesday or
Wednesday. “Let them take an
informeddecisionbyFriday,”he
said.
When enquired the court was
told by EC counsel AmitSharma
that EC had not seen the movie.
He submitted the movie was not
available.
RohatgitoldthebenchthatEC

Press Trust of India
n

n

chief electoral officer
(CEO) has written to the
Election Commission
drawing its attention to a
web series on Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
which went online earlier this month and is
being aired without permission from the Media
Certification and Monitoring Committee
(MCMC) officials said.
The move comes days
after the EC banned the
screening of a biopic on
the prime minister during the current poll
period, saying any such
film that subserves purpose of any political
entity or individual
should not be displayed
in the electronic media.
District election officer (East) K Mahesh also
wrote to the Delhi CEO
asking whether the web
series has been approved
by the MCMC, a senior
official said. “The MCMC
of the East Delhi constituency received a complaint on April 1...,” the
official said.

EC order to ban the release of the Modi biopic came on complaints
PTI FILE
of political parties, including the Congress.

EC HAD ON APRIL 10
BANNED THE RELEASE
OF THE FILM DURING THE
LOK SABHA POLLS,
ASSERTING THAT ANY
BIOPIC MATERIAL WITH
THE POTENTIAL TO
DISTURB THE LEVELPLAYING FIELD
gaveitsfinalopiniononthebasis
of the two-minute promo of the
movie.Thiswasdoneafterthetop
court had refused to entertain a
PIL filed by a Congress worker
against the release of the movie.
Last week SC had left it to
theEC’swisdomtotakeacallasit
said a judicial verdict cannot
begivenintheabsenceofacensor
board certificate and also on
the basis of just a two-minute

POLLDIARY
Polling in
Vellore may be
scrapped after
cash haul

Ailing DMDK
chief holds
first roadshow

NEW DELHI: The Election

CHENNAI :Desiya Murpokku

Commission is likely to
cancel LS poll in Tamil
Nadu’s Vellore after about
~11 crore in cash was seized
from a building linked to a
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam candidate, a person
aware of developments said
on Monday.
Income Tax officials last
week seized cash from
godown that allegedly
belonged to DMK leader
Poonjolai Srinivasan, close
aide of party treasurer
Durai Murugan. Based on
report from chief electoral
officer of Tamil Nadu, election watchdog will on Tuesday take a call on whether
election in Vellore needs to
be countermanded.

Dravida
Kazhagam
(DMDK) founder Vijayakanth launched his poll
campaign from Tamil
Nadu capital Chennai on
Monday, ending speculations over whether he
would participate in campaigning owing to his ill
health.
As part of a roadshow,
Vijaykanth held election
rallies in Villivakkam,
Perambur and South
Chennai.
“Is my voice audible to
every one? I request you
with love to cast your votes
for the Pattali Makkal
Katchi candidate in his
mango symbol. Thank
you,” he said.

PIB turns to GoT for turnout boost
NEWDELHI: The Press Information Bureau (PIB), a nodal agency

of the government of India, on Monday used references from
popular TV show Game of Throne (GoT) to encourage people
to cast their vote. “No matter how big orsmall one is, every vote
has equal power. This #LokSabhaElections , become a true
hero. Go OuT and vote... #ItMatters,” PIB said on Twitter as
it tweeted images from the series with messages for the voters
to exercise their franchise.

BJP leader shot VVPAT slips
dead in Odisha found in school
BHUBANESWAR: A Bharatiya
JanataParty(BJP)leaderwas
shot dead by unidentified
gunmeninOdisha’sKhordha
town, police said on Monday.
Partyworkershavecalledfor
a six-hour shutdown.
Khordha Mandal President
Manguli Jena was shot at
nearKhurdaBJPMLAcandidate Kalucharan Khadayat’s
residence.Hewasadmittedto
the district hospital but was
declared dead on arrival
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NEWDELHI: The Delhi

Hyderabad: At least 200 slips
belonging to Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)
machines were found lyingin
a government school premises in Atmakur town of
Andhra Pradesh’s Nellore
district on Monday. N Chandrababu Naidu accused the
Election Commission of submitting a wrong affidavit in
the SC saying it would take
six days to count the slips
from VVPAT machines.

trailer.EChadonApril10stalled
the release of the film during the
Lok Sabha elections, asserting
that any biopic material with the
potential to disturb the levelplaying field during elections
should not be displayed. The
Commission,inaseparateorder,
also directed the producers “not
toexhibitthe film titled ‘PM Narendra Modi’ till further orders.
Thefilmwasearliersettorelease
on April 11.
EC order came on complaints
of political parties, including the
Congress.
Any poster or publicity material concerning any such certifiedcontent,whicheitherdepicts
a candidate (including prospective) for the furtherance (or purported to further) of electoral
prospects, directly or indirectly,
shallnotbeputondisplayinelectronic media in the area when
ModelCodeofConductisinforce,
EC had said.

Demonetisation right step,
formalised economy: Modi
n

Ravi Kishan

Ravi Kishan to be
BJP’s candidate
from Gorakhpur
HT Correspondent
n
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NEWDELHI: The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) on Monday named
sevenLokSabhacandidatesfrom
EasternUttarPradesh.Bhojpuri
actor Ravi Kishan will be the
party’s candidate from Gorakhpur. Kishan contested on a Congress ticket from Jaunpur in the
previousparliamentaryelection.
HecrossedovertotheBJPin2017.
Praveen Nishad would be the
BJP’scandidatefromSantKabir
NagarseatinplaceofSharadTripathi. A video showing Tripathi
repeatedly hitting his fellow
party state lawmaker, Rakesh
SinghBaghel,hadgoneviral last
month. The two had come to
blows after squabbling over a
plaque put up for the inauguration of a road. Tripathi’s father,
Ramapati Ram Tripathi, would
betheBJP’scandidatefromDeoria.AformerstateBJPpresident,
hewillreplaceKalrajMishra,77.
Praveen Nishad, Gorakhpur
MP, joinedtheBJPrecentlyafter
his father Sanjay Nishad-led
Nishad Party quit an alliance
with the SP in March.
Nishad had successfully contested Gorakhpurparliamentary
seatbypoll in2018onanSPticket
after Adityanath vacated it after
taking over as CM. Other BJP
candidates named on Monday
includeShankarLalGupta(Pratapgarh),Mukut Behari(Ambedkar Nagar), KP Singh (Jaunpur)
and Ramesh Bind (Bhadohi).
With this, the party has so far
announced candidates for 421
seats for the seven-phase polls.

Prasar Bharati to get weekly report
of political coverage from DD, AIR
HT Correspondent
n
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NEW DELHI: Public broadcaster

PrasarBharatiwillseekaweekly
report from its broadcast arms,
DoordarshanandAllIndiaRadio
(AIR) to verify whether the election commission’s directive to
ensure “balanced coverage” for
all recognised parties on their
platforms is being followed. The
first report is likely to be submitted by April 22, said an official
aware of the developments.
According to the chief executiveofficer(CEO)ofPrasarBharati, Shashi Shekhar Vempanti,
the report is likely to be shared
withthepollbody onabi-weekly
basis going forward.
Last week, the Election Commission criticised the broadcasterfornotgivingadequateairtime to political parties other
thantherulingBharatiyaJanata
Party. Following a complaint by
theCongressparty,alleging bias
by DD News while broadcasting
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
“Main bhi chowkidar” programme for nearly an hour, the

poll body issued a notice to DD
News.
A report by the Director General,DoordarshanNewsonApril
5, led the poll panel to conclude
that the coverage was not in
accordance with the model code
of conduct that says the “misuse
of official mass media during the
election period for partisan coverage of political news and publicity news and publicity regarding achievement with a view of
furthering the prospects of the
party in power shall be scrupulously avoided.”
A three-member committee
set up by Prasar Bharati to oversee and plan coverage on DD and
AIR also met for the first time on
Monday. On how the EC’s
instructionwould becarriedout,
Vempantisaid,theinstructionto
ensure fair coverage will be
adheretoinnewsbroadcastsand
other formats including digital
platforms. “We have sensitized
the officials and course correction, if any required, will be
taken,” he said. The committee
comprisesformerPrasarBharati
official Dhirajan Malvey, con-

sultant Smita Misra and Rahul
Mahajan, CEO Rajya Sabha TV.
According to another person
awareofdevelopmentwhoasked
nottobenamed,thechannelswill
works out how to give “balanced
coverage” to all the recognised
national and regional parties.
“There will always be some
disparity in coverage based on
theralliesandotherprogrammes
thatthepartiesorganise.Besides,
there is also the issue of newsvalue;bulletinswithlimitedtime
span can cover only high-value
issues,” this person added.
Theofficialalso saidthatcomparing the airtime given to PM
Modi as compared to his predecessor Manmohan Singh is
“flawed” because the engagements of both leaders are not
comparable.“The sheernumber
of PM Modi’s public engagements, foreign visits and broadcaststhroughprogrammes such
as Mann ki Baat are more than
those of Dr Singh. That in itself
garners more airtime, so to comparethetimegiventocoverageof
the two leaders is not correct,”
the official said.

HT Correspondent
n
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NEWDELHI: Demonetisationhelped

formalise India’seconomy andit
has been proved that the 2016
exerciseinvalidating high-value
banknotes was a step in the right
direction,PrimeMinisterNarendra Modi has said.
The people who are complaining about the move are the ones
who faced losses due to the note
ban exercise, he said in an interview to Doordarshan and the
Rajya Sabha TV on Monday
night.
The Opposition has attacked
Modi’s government over the
exercise, citing inconvenience
facedbycitizensacrossthecountry even as the government says
its shock move on November 8,
2016, to ban Rs 1000- and old Rs
500-notes was aimed at curbing
blackmoneyandformalisingthe
economy.
“The people who had money
stashed in bags faced hardships
and started crying. But it has
been proved that we had taken
the right step. It (the move) gave
an impetus to the formal economy,” the ruling Bharatiya JanataParty’s(BJP)Twitteraccount
quoted Modi as saying in the
interview.
Modi, who is seeking re-election in this summer’s general

Tharoor sustains
head injury while
performing ritual
HT Correspondent
n

n

PM Narendra Modi

elections, also stressed that his
government’seffortsforthebenefitsoffarmersaswellasthemiddle class.
“We believe that the middle
class should get chances,” he
said,addingthathisgovernment
hasworkedtowardsensuringtax
relief and bringing down loan
rates.
ThePrimeMinisteralsospoke
at length about farmers’ welfare
and the government’s commitment towards it.
TheOpposition,especiallythe
Congress, has sharpened its
attack on the Centre over an
agrarian distress, though the
governmenthasdefendeditsperformance and launched a flagship cash transfer scheme for
farmers.
Modialsolaunchedascathing
attack on the Congress party in
theinterview,touchinguponthe
1984anti-Sikhriotsthatbrokeout

FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT

BJP to unveil new
campaign slogan

letters@hindustantimes.com

Kumar Uttam
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:Congress

candidate from Thiruvananthapuram Lok Sabha constituency
Shashi Tharoor received a head
injury on Monday in a freak
accident at a temple.
As part of the Thulabharam
ritual on Tuesday, Vishu or
Malayalam New Year day -- this
is a religious ritual where an
offering equivalent to one’s
weight is made to the deity -Tharoor was sitting on a weighing scale at the temple when it
collapsed injuring his head. He
was being weighed against
sugar at Gandhari Amman temple in Thampanoor .
He was rushed to the hospital
where he received eight
stitches. He was later shifted to
Thiruvananthpuram medical
college hospital.
Doctors said his condition is
stable and that he is under
observation. He was accompanied by his family members and
party leaders and workers
including MLA, V S Sivakumar.
His campaign manager Thampanoor Ravi said all his programmes for the day were cancelled. Later senior leaders of
the Congress-led United Democratic Front called on him at the
hospital.
Tharoor is locked in a fierce
three-cornered contest in the
state capital where he is taking
on former Governor of Mizoram
Kummanam Rajasekharan of
the BJP and CPI’s former minister C Divakaran. The state is
going to the poll on April 23.

n
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NEWDELHI: In an attempt to focus

on its development agenda,
especially in the context of what
it will do if it returns to power,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will shortly unveil
another campaign slogan,
Kaam Ruke Na, Desh Jhuke Na,
perhaps as early as this week
itself, two BJP leaders said on
condition of anonymity.
The slogan roughly translates as work must not stop, the
nation must not bend.
“The new slogan will underline that much work remains to
be completed, and there should
be a continuity in the government,” one of the two leaders
cited above said.
The second leader said this
would help focus the campaign
on some of the party’s promises
such as a pucca house to everyone, or interest free loans of up
to R1 lakh on Kisan credit cards,
which are work-in-progress and
need a stable government.
The other issues this slogan
will help highlight are the 75
milestones that the BJP said it
will try to achieve, if in power,
before the 75th anniversary of
India’s independence in 2022.
These include 100% electrification of households, access to
safe drinking water, 75 new
medical colleges, and banking
services within 5km of an individual.
The BJP’s main campaign
slogan will continue to be Phir

Cong candidates
getting help from
RSS, says Mamata

Family ties influence Odisha politics

KOLKATA: Chief minister Mamata

SAMBALPUR: Till a couple of

Banerjee of the Trinamool Congress on Monday attacked the
Congress,andsaidits candidates
inWestBengal weregetting help
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) ideological parent
, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).
She said the TMC’s candidate
from Baharampur, Apurba
Sarkar, too, was earlier with the
Congress. “But eventually he
quitthepartysincetheCongress
got sold to the Left and the BJP,”
shesaid.“Donotwasteyourvote
byvotingfortheCongress...(it)is
a friend of the BJP.”
The CM hit out at the Congress’scandidatefromBaharampur, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.
“In the morning, he is with the
BJP, in the afternoon he is with
theCongress,andintheevening,
he follows the Communist Party
of India [Marixst]. I want to
emphasise both he and the Congress candidate from Jangipur
are getting support from the
RSS,” she said. Pranab Mukherjee’s son, Abhijit Mukherjee, is
theCongresscandidatefromJangipur. Chowdhurycalled Banerjee’s comment “infantile” while
Abhijit Mukherjee could not be
reached as his phone was
switched off.
HTC

months ago, Navjyoti Patnaik
was best known as a low-key,
Delhi-based businessman. Now,
the son of the Odisha state Congress chief Niranjan Patnaik is
slogging long hours in Balasore
as the party’s candidate for the
Lok Sabha election.
Senior Biju Janata Dal leader
Arjun Charan Sethi, a five-term
MP, quit the party as his son was
refused a ticket from Bhadrak
Lok Sabha seat. Sethi and his
son, Abhimanyu, quickly joined
the BJP and four days after their
entry, the saffron outfit
announced the latter’s name as
their candidate from that coveted seat.
Cutting across the political
spectrum, family lines are a
dominant factor of Odisha’s
electoral politics. Experts point
out many of these families has
huge lands and fat purses and
therefore, come with a formidable candidature to win votes.
While chief minister Naveen
Patnaik is a bachelor with no
family members in politics, he
too depends on quite a few influential political families to win
seats. In Balangir, sitting MP
and party’s candidate Kalikesh
Narayan Singh Deo is the son of
Ananga Udaya Singh Deo, BJD’s

Saubhadra Chatterji
n
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While chief minister Naveen Patnaik is a bachelor with no family
members in politics, he too depends on quite a few influential
political families to win seats.
ARABINDA MAHAPATRA/HT FILE

Rajya Sabha MP. Kalikesh’s
younger brother, Arkesh Narayan had debuted in elections
this year and he is the BJD candidate from the Balangir
Assembly seat.
But Kalikesh will not face any
rookie in this key seat of western Odisha. His chief opponent
is also his sister-in-law Sangeeta Singh Deo. While Sangeeta,
a three-time BJP MP, will try to
wrest the seat from Kalikesh,
her husband KV Singh Deo is
trying to retain his Patnagarh
Assembly constituency.
In the neighbouring Bargarh,
posters of BJD heavyweight
Prasanna Acharya are splashed
in all important villages and
towns. Many of the posters and
banners also show a young
face-- his nephew Debesh

after the assassination of former
primeministerIndiraGandhiby
her Sikh bodyguards. “Can the
Congress ensure justice for the
Sikh community?” he asked.
Notwithstanding political differences, everyone should keep
inmindthattheyshouldnotstart
opposingthecountrybyopposing
Modi, he said, in a message to his
rivals.“It’simportantthatpeople
shouldnotstartspeakingagainst
the country while speaking
against Modi.”
InadigattheCongressgovernments in the past, Modi said his
government’s focus was to meet
the basic necessities, which
“shouldhavebeenprovidedlong
ago”. “The Congress has done
injustice to the nation,” he said.
Modi emphasised that India
hastodaymadeaplaceforitselfin
the world. “We were a spectator
in the past, now we area player,”
he said.
On Jammu and Kashmir, he
saidtheNationalConferenceand
the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) have become “outdated”.
On the battleground state of
Uttar Pradesh, which sends 80
memberstotheLokSabha,Modi
saidresidentsofthestatewanted
a BJP government.
“Thepeoplethereunderstand
politicswell,”saidModi,whowill
contest the election from UP’s
Varanasi.

Acharya. The junior Acharya is
fighting in the assembly constituency of Bargarh. The Assembly and Lok Sabha polls will be
held simultaneously in the
coastal state.
The issue of dynasty in politics has once again whipped up
in the ongoing political discourse as the BJP tries to corner
the Congress over is dependence on the Nehru-Gandhi family. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi even coined the term
‘naamdar’, as against his selfimposed ‘kaamdaar’ status, to
hit out at the top leaders of the
Congress over their family lineage. But in Odisha, the dynasty
issue seems irrelevant in the
poll campaign as all three big
players—the BJP, BJD and the
Congress—have resorted to

influential families to win votes.
Senior Congress leader Narsingh Misra’s son Samarendra
has got Congress ticket to fight
Lok Sabha poll. and in Sundargarh, former Odisha CM and
Congress stalwart Hemananda
Biswal’s elder daughter Sunita
is BJD candidate while younger
daughter Anita will be fighting
as a Congress candidate for Sundergarh assembly seat.
BJD’s Lok Sabha floor leader
Bhartruhari Mahtab, however,
defended the selection of candidates with family ties. “The ultimate test of a candidate lies with
the voters. If he is acceptable to
voters, he or she can represent
them at the legislative bodies.
But mere kinship is no guarantee of victory. One has to work
hard to earn people’s trust.”
Dilip Panda, former professor
of Gangadhar Meher University
in Sambalpur, however, said
that family ties also ensure
access to resources for election.
“The reasons for fielding candidates with strong family background are clear. Most of these
political families are very
wealthy. They also own huge
tracts of land and the livelihood
of thousands of farmers and
their families—who are also
local voters—virtually depend
on them. So, it’s easy for them to
influence some voters and
spend more money than the
peers.”

THE BJP’S MAIN
CAMPAIGN SLOGAN WILL
CONTINUE TO BE PHIR
EK BAAR, MODI SARKAR.
THE PARTY ALSO USED
MODI HAI TO MUMKIN HAI
AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE ELECTION SEASON
Ek Baar, Modi Sarkar (Modi
government once more). The
party also used Modi Hai To
Mumkin Hai (Modi makes it
possible) as its slogan at the
beginning of the election season.
According to the two leaders,
there was a school of thought
within the party that it was
important to focus on development to counter the Congress’s
minimum income guarantee
programme Nyay (Nyunatam
Aay Yojana), even as the BJP
kept the “nationalism” issue
alive.
That can perhaps explain the
second part of the slogan. While
using the Kaam Ruke Na, Desh
Jhuke Na slogan, the party will
underscore the importance of
Modi’s return to power.
“The new slogan is more
about what we will do, instead of
what we have done,” the second
leader said.
“Our manifesto is not about
populism, but promises to
achieve ambitious targets to
eradicate the menace of poverty,” the first leader said.

National security,
terrorism key issues
in long run: Jaitley
NEWDELHI: National security and
terrorismarethemostimportant
issues that concern India in the
long run, as all other challenges
are capable of early resolution,
Union finance minister Arun
Jaitley said.
Ina facebook poston Monday,
thefinanceministersaidconventional election issues related to
povertyalleviation,employment
generation, improving growth
rates,thequalityoflifeofIndians,
provision for quality healthcare
andeducation,besidescreatinga
world class infrastructure, and
improving the quality of rural
infrastructure.
“While the other above mentioned issues are all capable of
resolution, where does India
stand on the issue of national
security and terror?” he asked.
TheissueofJammuandKashmir and terror remained the biggest challenge before India, he
said, adding that it relates to the
country’s sovereignty, integrity
and security. Jaitley wrote the
most important issue that confrontsIndiaintheshort,medium
and long term is how it handles
J&K and terrorism emanating
from Pakistan and from within.
“How can Jammu and Kashmir, the attitude of Pakistan and
terrorismnotbeimportantissues
in India?,” he said.
HTC
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htnation
shortstories
IN TOUCH WITH
NAXALS FOR
RESEARCH:
NAVLAKHA TO HC
MUMBAI: Civil liberties activist
Gautam Navlakha Monday told
the Bombay high court that he
was in contact with Naxals only
for research and asked how this
contact can attract provisions of
the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. Navlakha approached
the high court seeking to quash
the case lodged against him by
the Pune police. The police had
accused Navlakha and four other
activists of having Maoist links.
Navlakha’s counsel Yug Chaudhary on Monday told a division
bench of Justices Ranjit More and
Bharati Dangre that he was an
author and peace activist and
was a specialist on conflict
zones.

NIA summons Geelani’s
son again in funding case
NEW DELHI: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has summoned Kashmiri separatist Syed
Ali Shah Geelani’s son, Naeem
Geelani, to appear before it in
Delhi on April 22 for questioning
in a terror funding case, officials
familiar with the matter said. The
officials said the NIA has come
across more facts pertaining to
Naeem Geelani’s alleged role in
the case during the last few
weeks for which his questioning is
required.

Bihar villagers kill leopard
after it injures eight people
MUZAFFARPUR: Villagers in Bihar
killed a leopard after the animal
attacked and injured eight people
at Telhara village in Muzaffarpur
district, 70km north of Patna on
Monday. The leopard attacked a
farmer, Rajender Sahni, who
suffered multiple injuries on his
upper limbs and back. He was
admitted to the critical care ward
of the Darbhanga Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) in adjoining
Darbhanga district. His condition
is stable now, police said.

JeM renews its bid
to import terrorism
ALERT Officials also say Azhar’s nephew has died or returned to Pak
Shishir Gupta
n

shishir.gupta@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Terror group Jaish-e-

Mohammed’s launch pads in new
locations across the Line of Control have been activated ahead of
a possible effort to push terrorists
from the Pakistan-based group
into Jammu and Kashmir, top
counter-terror officials and senior Jammu and Kashmir police
officials said, although the latter
added that this is because Indian
security forces have eliminated
most of the Jaish leadership in
the valley.
They added that Mohammad
Umair, JeM chief Massod Azhar’s
nephew, who was seen around
Pulwama in February, when a
terrorist affiliated to it carried
out a suicide attack on a CRPF
convoy, killing 40, has either been
killed or has gone back to Pakistan.
According to the counter-terror and police officials, none of
whom wished to be identified, the
reason for the activation of the
launch pads is to boost the Jaish’s
strength and capabilities in the
state.
After the Pulwama attack,
Indian security forces have been
able to eliminate the majority of
the Jaish leadership in the valley,
they added, with only one commander, who operates under the
codename Munna Bihari currently active in the Shopian district.
Previously, Indian forces have
gunned down Azhar’s elder
brother Ibrahim Athar eldest son
Usman Haider and Talha Rasheed. Soon after Pulwama, they

PTI

‘Pakistan failed to
achieve objective
in counter-attack’
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Pakistan Air Force

n

Paramilitary soldiers stand guard in Kupwara in north Kashmir.

gunned down the son of Masood
Azhar’s brother-in-law Abdul
Rasheed Kamran.
In a recent audio clip, broadcast over the Jaish’s Rang-o-Noor
channel, Ibrahim Athar indicates
that Mohammed Umair may
have also been neutralized by the
Indian security forces. In the
audio clip, Athar is heard telling
his cadre that Umair and Kamran
have already reached “heaven.”
HT learns that many of these
launch pads are in the scenic
Lolab Valley, north of Kupwara,
and around 114 km north-west of
Srinagar.
The effort to amplify the infiltration of terrorists coincides
with the melting of snows on high
mountain passes. Post Pulwama,
the Pakistan Army cleared terrorist launch pads fearing a
repeat of the 2016 Indian surgical

n
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PATNA: A 16-year-old boy’s body
was found hours after he went
missing from Bihar’s Nalanda on
Sunday, the police said.
Nalanda police superintendent Neelesh Kumar said Ashwani
Kumar’s eyes were bleeding
when they found his body. He said
the police were looking into all
possible angles in the case and
would come up with a report on
the findings soon. He said Ashwani, alias Chunnu, went missing around 2pm on Sunday after
he left his home to play. His family approached the police, and a

The Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) successfully test-fired the indigenously designed
and developed long range sub-sonic cruise missile
“Nirbhaya” from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at
Chandipur in Odisha on Monday.

Birender Singh Dhanoa

ANI

strikes. After the Indian air strike
at Jaish’s biggest terror training
camp at Balakot, the globally proscribed group has threatened to
get even by targeting innocents in
hinterland India or security forces in the Valley. Communication intercepts indicate that Jaish
will ratchet up violence in the
Valley in the coming months, the
counter-terror officials said.
“While Pakistan has taken
some uncontrolled action against
its nationals involved in terrorism to curry favour with Financial Action Task Force (FATF), it
is continuing to shelter Indian
fugitives like Dawood Ibrahim
gang, remnants of Indian Mujahideen and Sikh radicals. If Pakistan really means business, why
provide shelter and comfort to
Indian fugitives,” said one of the
officials.

search was launched as home did
not return home till late in the
evening. Five people were
detained on Monday. Their identities are not clear yet.
“When I reached the spot, I
found him lying with blood oozing out of his eyes. He was taken
to hospital but doctors declared
him brought dead,” said
Chunnu’s father, Ashutosh
Kumar Arya, who is the Nalanda
bureau chief of Hindi daily Hindustan. Neelesh Kumar said the
cause of Chunnu’s death will be
known after they get his autopsy
report. “No other injury marks
were visible on his body except
for the eyes,” he added.

Rezaul H Laskar
n

n

HT Correspondent

n
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Body of journalist’s
son found in Bihar

MISSILE TEST-FIRED

Moazzam Khan tipped to
be Pak’s new envoy to India

(PAF) failed to achieve its objective when it launched a counterattack on February 27 through
the Nowshera sector in Jammu,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa said on Monday,
addressing a seminar in New
Delhi organised to mark the birth
centenary of Marshal of Air
Force Arjan Singh.
On January 26, Indian Air
Force fighters struck a Jaish-eMohammed (JeM) training camp
in Balakot deep inside Pakistan,
killing an unspecified number of
terrorists. “We had technology
on our side, we could launch precision standoff weapons with
great accuracy,” Dhanoa said.
In the February 27 PAF counter-attack, the IAF lost a MiG-21
fighter jet and Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman was
taken captive by Pakistan after
his plane was shot down over the
Line of Control (LoC). In the aerial dogfight, Varthaman shot
down an F-16 of the PAF. Varthaman was released on March 1.
“We came out better because
we had upgraded our MiG-21
Bisons and Mirage-2000 aircraft.
Imagine fighting with the MiG-21
Bis. The results would have been
further skewed in our favour had
we inducted our Rafale aircraft in
time,” the Air Chief said. He
added that Pakistan could not hit
the military targets it wanted to.
The Rafale jets and the S-400
Surface-to-Air-Missile system
likely to be inducted in the next
“two-four years would once again
tilt the technological balance in
our favour like it was in 2002 during Op Parakaram,” he said,
referring to the 2001-2002 standoff
between India and Pakistan.
By the end of 2030, more than
50% of the IAF fleet would be
made in India, he said. India is
looking to induct more than 120
India-made Light Combat Aircraft Tejas.
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NEWDELHI:Career diplomat Moaz-

zam Ahmad Khan, who earlier
served in New Delhi between
2003 and 2006 is tipped to be Pakistan’s new high commissioner to
India, people familiar with developments in Islamabad said on
Monday.
Khan, who also served as
spokesperson of Pakistan’s Foreign Office and director general
in the foreign minister’s office, is
expected to replace Sohail Mahmood, who returned to Islamabad over the weekend following
his appointment as the next foreign secretary of the country.
Currently Pakistan’s ambassador to the United Arab Emirates, Khan was also in the race
for the foreign secretary’s post
though he is several rungs below
Mahmood in the seniority list,
the people cited above said.
Pakistan’s next envoy to India
will have to take on the onerous
task of rebuilding bilateral ties,
which plunged to an all-time low
after the February 14 suicide
attack by the Pakistan-based ter-

HE IS EXPECTED TO
REPLACE SOHAIL
MAHMOOD, WHO HAS
RETURNED TO PAKISTAN
ON BEING APPOINTED
THE FOREIGN SECY
ror group Jaish-e-Mohammed in
Pulwama and the subsequent
aerial engagement that took tensions to a fresh high.
Unlike his predecessor Abdul
Basit, who angered the Indian
government with his outreach to
Kashmiri separatists and his
blunt comments, Mahmood had
quietly worked behind the
scenes to try and improve ties by
focussing on humanitarian
issues such as the release of prisoners.
Khan is considered a competent and seasoned diplomat and
his previous stint in New Delhi is
believed to be one of the factors
why he is being considered the
front-runner in the race, they
added.
The current spokesperson of
Pakistan’s Foreign Office,

Mohammad Faisal, was also considered for the position in New
Delhi, though reports suggest he
is now likely to be named the
envoy to Bangladesh.
Khan’s appointment is
expected to be part of Pakistan’s
moves to appoint new envoys to
key countries, including France,
Germany, Russia and Japan.
Before going to the UAE as Pakistan’s envoy in 2016, Khan
served as the ambassador to the
Netherlands.
During foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi’s first stint in
the position from 2008 to 2011,
Khan served as director general
in the foreign minister’s office.
He served as counsellor in the
high commission in New Delhi
during 2003-06 and as the Foreign
Office spokesperson during
2012-13.
In 2017, Khan had also served
as one of Pakistan’s “agents”
during the initial hearing at the
International Court of Justice of
the case of Kulbhushan Jadhav,
the Indian national sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military
court for alleged involvement in
spying.

China on India’s concerns: ‘BRI
doesn’t involve territorial disputes’
Sutirtho Patranobis
n

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING: China on Monday said
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
does not “involve territorial disputes” and is transparent, dismissing New Delhi’s concerns
that a part of the connectivity
project violates India’s sovereignty as it passes through Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir (PoK).
India is likely to be a high-profile absentee at the upcoming
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation, which
Beijing has touted to be the big-

gest event of the year for China.
India has consistently kept
away from BRI — a project to
connect China with Asia and
Europe — because the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which is a part of it,
passes through PoK. The BRI
does not respect India’s “concerns” of sovereignty and territorial integrity, the Indian envoy
to China, Vikram Mistri, told
Chinese state media last month.
“As for the Indian comments
on not participating in the BRI
for various reasons, I’d like to
say that the BRI is an open and

inclusive economic cooperation
initiative. It does not involve territorial and maritime disputes,”
said Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Lu Kang at the
regular briefing on Monday. Lu
was answering a question on
India’s participation in the
forum. “Whether the Indian side
will participate in the Belt and
Road Forum, I think you need to
ask the Indian side for a more
specific answer. But here I’d like
to re-emphasise that the BRI is
proposed by China but it is
already an international public
good,” Lu said.

›

The results (Balakot
strike) would have
been further skewed in our
favour had we inducted our
Rafale aircraft in time.
BS DHANOA, Air Chief Marshal

ANI

SC refuses to stay HC
order banning TikToK
NEW DELHI : The Supreme Court
on Monday refused to stay an
order by the Madras high court
that asked the central government to ban short-video mobile
app TikTok, while saying that
the HC direction was an interim
order and it was set to hear the
matter next on April 16.
The Madras high court
recently directed the Centre to
ban the social networking platform for “encouraging pornography”.
The firm later said it will
abide by local laws and regula-

tions and take action against the
platform’s misuse.
A bench of Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi and justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna said that it was keeping
the issue open for further adjudication and would consider the
matter next on April 22. “We are
not closing the issue. Let the
high court hear the matter,” the
court said.
TikTok was launched in 2016
to enable users to create and
share short videos and share
HTC
over the internet.

RAIL COACH FACTORY ,
KAPURTHALA
E-TENDER NOTICE
Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer /PS, Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala on
behalf of President of India invites Open E-Tenders on website
www.ireps.gov.in.
(A) Open E-Tender No. (i) RCF-EL-TS-ET-44-2018-19, (ii) RCF-EL-TSET-45-2019-20, (B) Name of work: (i) Replacement/ Maintenance of
Ductable Air-conditioning unit installed at Waris Shah Hall at RCF/HSQ
Kapurthala (Punjab)., (ii) Monitoring and Verification Audit under PAT Cycle-II
at RCF/HSQ Kapurthala (Punjab)., (C) App. Cost : (i) Rs.1,83,500.00, (ii)
Rs.2,95,000.00, (D) Earnest Money: (i) Rs.3700.00; (ii) Rs.5900.00; (E)
Tender Cost (i) Rs. 1000.00, (ii) Rs.1000.00, (F) Completion Period of work :
(i) 02 months. (ii) 01 month (G) Tender Closing Date & Time : (i) 20.05.2019
at 15.30 hrs., (ii) 20.05.2019 at 15.30 hrs., (H) Tender Opening Date & Time:
(i) 20.05.2019 at 15.35 hrs (ii) 20.05.2019 at 15.35 hrs.
Availability of Tender Documents for view and download : From
05.05.2019 (11.00 Hrs.) to 20.05.2019 (15.30 Hrs.) on website :
www.ireps.gov.in.
Note : For other details and including eligibility conditions (if any) please
refer to above website www.ireps.gov.in.
Eligibility Conditions for Sr. No. (ii) : "The firm/company should be an
BEE empanelled accredited energy auditor (EmAEA) for verification/check
verification under Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT Cycle-II)."
T.No.: G-122-01/PS/005/2019-20
Dated: 15.04.2019

Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer/PS
RCF Kapurthala
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stagecraft&statecraft

Few surprises in
the WC squad Resolve is the key to deterrence
BRAHMA CHELLANEY

The Indian team has what it
takes to be really competitive

W

ith the majority of India’s squad of 15 for the
World Cup picking itself, the selectors
debated two issues: the Number 4 batsman’s
slot; and the second wicketkeeper. The
selectors have gone for all rounder Vijay

Shankar for the middle order position;
and named versatile and experienced

ourtake

Dinesh Karthik ahead of the young,
explosive Rishabh Pant as the wicketkeeper to be the backup to
MS Dhoni. Karthik has been deemed a better wicketkeeper by
the selectors (although, if that is the case, it is hard to explain
how Pant is India’s Test wicketkeeper ahead of him). But he does
bring a great deal of variety to the table. He can bat in the middle
order (he averages 52.80 at Number 4 since the last World Cup);
he can bat lower down; and he can ignite the death overs of an
innings. While Karthik has been selected for his experience, the
lack of it has not kept Shankar out. The batting all rounder has
played in only nine One Day Internationals, and averages 33, less
than what the other contender for the position, Ambati Rayadu
(42.18) averaged since the 2015 World Cup. If that’s the case, he

Despite the Balakot airstrike, India has failed to
compel Pakistan to start cleaning up its terror act

D

eterrence theorists have long
underscored that a deterrent’s
credibility is in the eye of the
beholder—namely,isthetarget
of deterrence (the potential
aggressor) sufficiently convincedthattheothersidehasboththecapabilityandthewilltoactsoastomakeaggression
notworththerisk?Pakistanhaswagedaprotractedproxywarbyterroragainst sincethe
1980sbecauseithasrepeatedlytestedthewill
ofsuccessiveIndiangovernmentsandfound
it wanting. No prime minister after Indira
Gandhi has been willing to impose sufficient
deterrent costs on Pakistan.
The February 26 Balakot airstrike was a
potentialgame-changer.ItrevivedbitterPakistanimemoriesofthe2011USraidthatkilled
Osama bin Laden. Even before India said a
word, Pakistan admitted Indian warplanes
struckatBalakotwithoutbeinginterdictedor
challenged. That India struck a target in the
Pakistani heartland with impunity was
momentous. The extent of damage or the
deathtollwasimmaterial.However,boastful
toll-relatedclaimsgeneratedpartisancontroversythatundercutthechillingmessagethat
the Indian Air Force (IAF) delivered to Pakistan’sterrormasters—themilitarygenerals.
Worse still, India has allowed a defining
moment to slip away by failing to retaliate

againstPakistan’saerialblitz.Pakistan’smilitary regards its terrorist surrogates as de
facto special operations forces, employing
them cost-effectively as a force multiplier
against India. So, India’s contention that it
struck a “non-military” target at Balakot did
not wash with the Pakistani generals, who
respondedbarely30hourslaterwithadaring,
daytime aerial onslaught.
The IAF is sure its MiG-21 shot down an
attacking F-16. What is remarkable is that a
short, sketchy April 4 US newsreport, which
quoted anonymous sources to claim a US
inventory probe found none of Pakistan’s
F-16s missing, attracted front-page Indian
presscoverageandwas seizeduponbyPrime
MinisterNarendraModi’scriticsathomeand
abroad—untilthePentagonsaid“weweren’t
aware of any investigation like that”.
The intruding Pakistani warplanes brazenly tried to bomb Indian military sites.
AlthoughIndia said“nosignificant” damage
wascaused,Pakistan’stransbordertargeting
of army formations opened a long-sought
opportunity for the Indian armed forces to
wreak massive punishment. Underscoring
this opportunity is the fact that a near-bankrupt Pakistan cannot afford a military conflict. Indeed, suchisPakistan’s vulnerability
to a punitive attack that, as this newspaper
reported, onlyone Pakistani submarine cur-

may get a look-in ahead of the other contender, KL Rahul (average since 2015: 46.88) who is in the team.

n

That India struck a target in the Pakistani
heartland with impunity was momentous HT

rently is operational — that too partially.
Yet, India’s political leadership held back
thearmedforcesfromretaliating.NewDelhi
chosetodefertoWashington’sassuranceson
Pakistan.Consequently, it was US President
Donald Trump who signalled de-escalation,
saying thetensions were“goingtobecoming
to an end”. An overcautious India finally
allowed its armed forces to brief the media
only after Trump’s announcement. But by
then, parts of Pakistani propaganda had
already taken hold internationally.
Modi has oddly relied on the ministry of
external affairs (MEA) to issue statements

Thegovernmentiswithin
itsright toquestion the
qualityof PhDresearch

UNBLOCK

Talking of bowling, India has a profligacy of riches. Nine of
the squad of 15 can bowl. Other than the three specialist fast
bowlers (Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammad Shami and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar), and two spinners (Y Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav), there
are four all rounders: Ravindra Jadeja; Kedar Jadhav; Hardik
Pandya; and Shankar. Of the all rounders, it is hard to see anyone
(other than perhaps Jadeja) bowling ten overs. So does India

Develop an atmosphere of trust in which public funds
are optimally utilised to generate useful knowledge

have too many bits and pieces players? The true all rounder can
walk into a side by dint of either batting or bowling. None of the
current lot would really qualify on that count.

AMITABHA
BHATTACHARYA

The top three of India’s batting lineup is among the best in the
world. In Virat Kohli, India has the contemporary game’s most
prolific scorer and best chaser. Collectively, the fast bowling
attack is the best India has had in the limited overs format. And
the wrist spinners are among the finest in the business. The
unsettled look to the middle order remains. But the squad lacks
neither variety nor balance, and has what it takes to be at least

§

competitive in cricket’s premier limited overs tournament.

Demeaning women is an
assault on our politics
Thisutterlackofrespectprovesthatmen
can’tacceptwomenpoliticiansasequals

W

n

In the absence of transparency, we have to rely on user reports and media reports that carry
leaked government documents to get a glimpse into which websites are blocked. GETTY IMAGES

To preserve freedoms
online, amend the IT Act
Look into the mechanisms that allow the government and
ISPs to carry out online censorship without accountability
GURSHABAD
GROVER

omen in Indian politics face a double disadvantage. The first is the difficulty in getting a foot in
through the door in a male-dominated arena.
Women account for only 12.15% of the outgoing

16th Lok Sabha. The second is facing sexist remarks from male
colleagues. The latest to face this is Jaya Prada, formerly of the
Samajwadi Party and now a member of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). Samajwadi Party leader Azam Khan in an attempt
to highlight her new affiliation, referred to her innerwear being
khaki, the colour of the RSS uniform.
This is the kind of raw deal that women of calibre, regardless
of their political affiliation, are offered in Indian politics. Smriti
Irani, despite her achievements, has often been dismissed as a
mere television actress. Sharad Yadav felt it was important to
discuss former Rajasthan chief minister Vasundhara Raje’s
weight. From being described as akin to a sex worker to her gender being questioned, four-time Uttar Pradesh chief minister,
Mayawati, has been at the receiving end of a staggering amount
of vitriol. Politics needs a quantum increase in women to be genuinely representative. But the viciousness faced by women politicians is bound to deter other women who might want to consider politics as a career.
Politics need not have so much to do with gender. A person’s
ability to take up a relevant issue and being able to work for the
well being of constituents should be the only criteria.This lack
of respect towards women demonstrates that many male politicians are simply unable to accept women as their equals. When
people speak of how India has a woman defence minister and foreign minister, they seem to forget that these women have got
there through sheer merit. To demean women politicians on
issues that are irrelevant to the political discourse is repugnant.
It is as much an assault on women as it is on our politics.

about a military crisis. Naturally, MEA has
been out of its depth in that role, as was illustrated during the Doklam crisis, when India
had no answer to China’s full-throttle information warfare. In the Balakot saga, MEA’s
tardy briefings ceded perception management to a mendacious Pakistani military,
whoseclaimofdowningtwoIndianwarplanes
dominated international news for days.
Despite Modi letting go the opportunity to
wreakvengeanceonPakistan,thethresholdbreachingBalakotstrikeafteryearsofIndian
inaction has helped sharpen his image as a
strongleaderatelectiontime.Pakistan,however, still fears Indian reprisals to its blitz,
which explains why its airspace remains
closed to mostcommercialoverflights.It has
reopened just one of its 11 airways for flights
between Asia and Europe — that too a marginal route over Balochistan to Iran. Meanwhile, international pressure on Pakistan to
take verifiable actions to root out terrorist
groups has started easing.
India,alas,hasyettobuildareputationfor
resolve, which, as Nobel laureate Thomas
Schelling wrote, is a prerequisite for deterrence. IndiafailedtocapitaliseontheBalakot
striketocompelthePakistanigeneralstostart
cleaning up their terror act. Far from imposingdeterrentcoststopreventfurtherterrorist
attacks,IndiareinforcedthePakistanigenerals’ belief that its bark is worse than its bite.
This is why the present lull is likely to prove
only an interlude.
Brahma Chellaney is a geostrategist
The views expressed are personal

T

he issue of blocking of websites and
online services in India has gained
tractionafterinternetusersreported
that services like Reddit and Telegram were inaccessible on certain Internet
Service Providers (ISPs). The befuddlement
of users calls for a look into the mechanisms
that allow the government and ISPs to carry
outonlinecensorshipwithoutaccountability.
Among other things, Section 69A of the
InformationTechnology(IT)Act,whichregulates takedown and blocking of online content, allows both government departments
andcourtsto issuedirections to ISPsto block
websites.Sincecourt orders areinthe public
domain, it is possible to know this set of
blocked websites and URLs. However, the
process is much more opaque when it comes
to government orders.
The Information Technology (Procedure
and Safeguards for Blocking for Access of
Information by Public) Rules, 2009, issued
undertheAct,detailaprocessentirelydriven
through decisions made by executive-appointed officers. Although some scrutiny of
such orders is required normally, it can be
waived in cases of emergencies. The process
does not require judicial sanction, and does
notpresentanopportunityofafairhearingto
the website owner. Notably, the rules also
mandate ISPs to maintain all such government requests as confidential, thus making
the process and complete list of blocked websites unavailable to the general public.
Intheabsenceoftransparency,wehave to
relyonamixofuserreportsandmediareports
that carry leaked government documents to
get a glimpse into what websites the governmentisblocking.Civilsocietyeffortstogetthe
entirelistofblockedwebsiteshaverepeatedly
failed.InresponsetotheRighttoInformation
(RTI) request filed by the Software Freedom
LawCentreIndiainAugust2017,theministry
of electronics and information technology
refused to provide the entire of list of blocked
websites citing national security and public
order, but only revealed the number of
blocked websites: 11,422.
Unsurprisingly, ISPs do not share this

information because of the confidentiality
provisionintherules.A2017studybytheCentreforInternetandSociety(CIS)foundallfive
ISPs surveyed refused to share information
aboutwebsiteblockingrequests.InJuly2018,
the Bharat Sanchar Nagam Limited rejected
theRTIrequestbyCISwhichaskedforthelist
of blocked websites.
Thelackoftransparency,clearguidelines,
and a monitoring mechanism means that
there are various forms of arbitrary behaviour by ISPs. First and most importantly,
thereisnowaytoascertainwhetherawebsite
blockhaslegalbackingthroughagovernment
order because of the aforementioned confidentiality clause. Second, the rules define no
technical method for the ISPs to follow to
block the website. This results in some ISPs
suppressing Domain Name System queries
(whichtranslatehuman-parseableaddresses
like ‘example.com’ to theirnetwork address,
‘93.184.216.34’),orusingtheHypertextTransferProtocol(HTTP)headerstoblockrequests.
Third,ashasbeenmadeclearwithrecentuser
reports,usersindifferentregionsandtelecom
circles, but serviced by the same ISP, may be
facing a different list of blocked websites.
Fourth,when blocking ordersarerescinded,
there is no way to make sure that ISPs have
unblocked the websites. These factors mean
that two Indians can have wildly different
experiences with online censorship.
Organisations like the Internet Freedom
Foundationhavealsobeenpointingouthow,
if ISPs block websites in a non-transparent
way (for example, when there is no informationpagementioningagovernmentorderpresentedtouserswhen theyattempttoaccess a
blocked website), it constitutes a violation of
thenetneutralityrulesthatISPsareboundto
since July 2018.
WhiletheSupremeCourtupheldthelegality of the rules in 2015 in Shreya Singhal vs.
Union of India, recent events highlight how
theopaque processescanhavearbitraryand
unfair outcomes for users and website owners. The right to access to information and
freedomofexpressionareessentialtoaliberal
democratic order. To preserve freedoms
online, there is a need to amend the rules
undertheITActtoreplacethecurrentregime
with a transparent process that makes the
governmentaccountableforitsdecisionsthat
aim to censor speech on the internet.
Gurshabad Grover is senior policy officer,
the Centre for Internet and Society
The views expressed are personal

A

recent circular issued by the
Central University of Kerala suggesting research at PhD level to
be in accordance with “national
priorities” has anguished sections of the
academic community and the press. It also
intended to discourage research in “irrelevant” areas.
But the move has been condemned primarily on assumption of the government’s
motive, and the human resource development ministry’s clarification that it has
not issued any such directive has made
little impact.
As it’s election season, such a chorus of
protests, characterised by binaries of us
versus them and Left-of-the-Centre versus
Right-of-the-Centre narratives, seems
inevitable.
The main criticisms of the circular,
however, are: it is anti-intellectual and
against the spirit of free enquiry; the guiding motive is political; it would
saffronise the campuses and incalculably
damage India’s knowledge ecosystem; and
policing of research will dictate ideas, and
go against critical thinking that engages
with plurality of ideas. In other words, the
purported action will be grossly against
national interest.
However, the criticisms, often arising
out of exaggerated fear and suspicion,
cannot be dismissed as completely invalid.
Any restriction goes against the spirit of
enquiry and freedom.
But in a democratic country, in which
government has to allocate scarce resources to competing demands, isn’t it entitled
to make reasonable restrictions?
Can the State be a helpless witness to
the abysmal quality of research that many
of our universities produce?
While academic freedom has to be valued and defended, should it be allowed to
degenerate into a system of zero accountability in which attempts to deviate from
the past norms are scoffed at?
Regarding the first charge that it is antiintellectual in spirit, it is time we analyse
the quality of research in the humanities,
social sciences, and science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM)
that the country produces.
How many papers are published each

TO SAFEGUARD AGAINST THE
GOVERNMENT PUSHING ITS
AGENDA OF MONOCULTURE AND
POLICING RESEARCH, THE
SYSTEM MUST BE TRANSPARENT
AND ACCESSIBLE, AND CIVIL
SOCIETY MUST BE VIGILANT. HAS
THE STATE DONE ANYTHING TO
INSPIRE SUCH CONFIDENCE?

year in the acclaimed international
journals? It is time our academicians do
some introspection instead of blaming the
State and others for all ills plaguing this
sector.
Second, suspecting a political motive is
understandable. Any neutral person
would be able to observe the dominance of
the Left-of-the-Centre academicians, especially in the social sciences, and more so in
Kolkata and Delhi.
Within the constitutional framework, it
would be natural for its opponents to
expand their domain. While the views of
the other should be relentlessly questioned, they should be tolerated as well. I
hope this conflict helps bring about a more
nuanced course that allows space for both
the sections.
Third, to safeguard against the government pushing its agenda of monoculture
and policing research, the system has to be
transparent and accessible to all, and civil
society must remain vigilant. Has the
government done anything to inspire such
confidence?
With the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) as the implementing agency for the Impactful Policy
Research in Social Science (IMPRESS), 11
broad thematic areas, from State and
democracy to growth, and macro trade
and economic policy, have been identified
for research by central, state and private
institutions through a transparent process. Does it amount to policing of research
and restriction of freedom?
The Shodhganga initiative, a reservoir
of Indian PhD theses, allows the research
to be deposited electronically, making
them accessible to all. It’s a huge databank
that helps you examine the quality of
research outputs.
The Impacting Research Innovation
and Technology (IMPRINT) India initiative brings the Indian Institute of Science,
Indian Institutes of Technology and central ministries to work together in key
areas for research to “enable, empower
and embolden the nation for inclusive
growth and self-reliance” (IMPRINT overview). How do such initiatives militate
against free enquiry?
Antipathy towards the government
should not be so virulent that terms like
national priority evoke derision. Can the
academic community afford to ignore the
flourishing of private agencies and individuals running shops to manufacture
so-called theses? Unethical businesses of
what is known as thesis making and thesis
guidance at affordable costs have sprouted
at many locations.
The government is seized with this
problem and the Balaram Committee has
reportedly submitted recommendations to
amend PhD regulations to improve the
quality of research.
One only hopes that open-minded intellectuals and academicians will take proactive action to persuade the government
to develop an atmosphere of trust in which
public funds are optimally utilised to
generate useful knowledge in
cross-cutting areas.
Amitabha Bhattacharya is a retired IAS officer
The views expressed are personal
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Many layers within India’s middle class
CHANGING DYNAMICS The
middle classes may comprise
nearly 40% of the country.
This has varied implications
for the evolution of democracy
and economic choices

A big rise in numbers over the years
Middle classes (MC) can be classified on location, occupation, education and
ownership of vehicles. A look at how the scenaio changed over two decades
Category
Rural MC with 2-wheeler

Swati Ramanathan and
Ramesh Ramanathan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

A

s India grows, it gets more
middle class people.
Depending on the measures used, the estimated size
of this middle class ranges
between 78 million (Economist, Jan
2018) to 604 million (Krishnan and Hatekar, EPW June 2017).
What are the political implications of
the expansion of this class? How will it
affect the evolution of India’s democracy? Is it interested in economic wellbeing and progress, and uninterested in
politics? If it does participate in politics,
will this class promote patronage politics and lower the quality of democracy?
Or, will it deepen democracy?
Others have tried to answer these
questions. On economics, most observers, if not all, believe that this class
favours market-oriented liberalization,
something India has witnessed since
1991. Indeed, it is argued that this class
is the social mainstay of India’s turn
towards globalization and internal economic liberalization. On politics, the
opinions vary. Some argue that this
class has separated from mainstream
politics, craving technocratic solutions
to economic problems. Others say that
this class is illiberal, exhibiting a Hindu
majoritarian proclivity and it would not
mind leaving the minorities ever more
vulnerable.
We submit that India has many middle classes (Easwaran Sridharan of the
University of Pennsylvania’s Institute
for the Advanced Study of India was the
first to use the term ‘middle class’ in
plural).
These classes neither have the same
interests, nor do they speak with the
same political voice. Some vigorously
participate in politics; others are disengaged. Some are Hindu majoritarian,
others would prefer a less aggressive
Hindu voice even as they support freedom of religion and minority rights, and
still others hold more inclusive views on
secular matters.
There are four parameters that distinguish the many middle classes: location (rural or urban); occupation; education (high school or college); and
vehicular ownership (2-wheeler or car).
The parameters related to location and
occupation are self-explanatory, as is
the parameter on education, with one
clarification: the Rising Middle Class is
one with high school or college education, but whose fathers (not mothers)
were illiterate. The fourth parameter
relates to vehicular ownership because
vehicular assets are likely to be a more
robust indicator (Krishna and Bajpai,
EPW, 2015). Their arguments for this
choice are threefold: assets are less susceptible to seasonal fluctuation, unlike
income and expenditure; people themselves identify the possession of incremental assets as intrinsic markers of
vertical mobility; and there is social status associated with assets, especially of
certain kinds. In any event, there is significant correlation between data on
assets and income/expenditure.
Based on these parameters there are
actually five middle classes in India:
Rural Middle Class, Public Sector Middle Class, Urban Private Sector Middle

THERE ARE FIVE MIDDLE
CLASSES IN INDIA: RURAL,
PUBLIC SECTOR, URBAN
PRIVATE SECTOR, TRADER
AND RISING MIDDLE CLASS.
RURAL MIDDLE CLASS IS THE
SINGLE LARGEST CATEGORY

n

Middle classes are normally thought to be urban, but the largest chunk of this population lives in rural areas.

SONU MEHTA/HT FILE

The criteria for classification
Name of MC

Location of residence

Occupation

Education

Mobility Asset

Rural Middle Class

Rural India

Agriculture+*

Not a factor

Car or 2-wheeler

Public Sector Middle Class

Not a factor

Government

Degree/Matriculation

Car or 2-wheeler

Urban Private Sector MC

Cities or Towns

Private sector, both ‘high
Degree/ Matriculation
professionals’ (upper MC) and
‘lower professionals’ (lower MC)

Car or 2-wheeler

Trader Middle Class

Rural or Urban

Traders, small
business owners

Not a factor

Car or 2-wheeler

Rising Middle Class

Rural or Urban

Not a factor

Not a factor for
self, father illiterate

2-wheeler

*EXCLUDES TRADER-RURAL AND RISING MIDDLE CLASS-RURAL, TO ELIMINATE DOUBLE COUNTING

Class, Trader Middle Class and Rising
Middle Class. This may sound technical, but in the real world, the difference
between a mid-level bureaucrat and a
senior manager in a private firm, is all
too obvious.
How big are these middle classes?
According to our calculations, they
accounted for around 33% of India’s
population in 2014 (we used the National
Electoral Survey (NES) conducted by
CSDS/Lokniti for the years 1999, 2004,
2009 and 2014, summarised in Table 2).
Given that the proportion is up from
11.7% in 1999, the current size of India’s
middle classes could be 40% of the population. Interestingly, contrary to the perception that India’s middle class is primarily urban, the Rural Middle Class at
13.7%, is the single largest category. Adding Trader middle class- Rural, and Rising middle class – Rural, the overall size
of Rural middle classes is 2/3rd of India’s
total middle class. Essentially, there is no
difference between the Rural-Urban distribution of India’s middle class and the
rural-urban distribution of the overall
population. Rural India’s economic demographic is no different from Urban
India’s.
The Urban Private Middle Class is the
fastest growing category among the middle classes, increasing seven-fold from
0.4% to 2.7%, and while this is still a small
proportion, this class has a disproportionately large agenda-setting capacity.
Unfortunately, we don’t have data on the
Public Middle class – those employed
across all tiers of government – post the

1999 NES survey, when it formed 3% of
the overall population. It would be good
to understand the trajectory of this class,
since its preferences could be different
from other classes. The Rising Middle
Class is a large and fast-growing group,
growing from under 5% in 2004 to close to
12% in 2014. This category may well
become the single largest category
among the many middle classes in the
next decade.
So, based on the 2014 data, what do we
know about the country’s many middle
classes?
There are some surprising caste/
community patterns. At an overall
level, the upper castes are over-represented in the middle classes; OBCs are
fairly represented; Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes are substantially
under-represented, and Muslims are
marginally under-represented. Disaggregating further, OBC share is higher
among
Rural
(2-wheeler),
Trader(2-wheeler) and Rising Middle
Class, and substantially lower among
Urban Private Sector Middle Class.
While SC/ST shares among Rising Middle Class are closest to their share in
overall population, they are virtually
non-existent among Trader and Urban
Private Middle Class.
The share of Muslims is higher
among Trader Middle Class than in the
overall population, and Muslims generally have higher representation among
the urban middle class than the rural
middle class.
But what do India’s many middle

classes believe in?
In terms of political participation, the
Urban Private Sector Middle Class
(UPMC) is the least politically engaged,
either through voting, or other forms of
political engagement such as participation in rallies, and fund-raising for or
membership of parties. The Trader middle class (TMC) is the most politically
engaged, with the Trader MC- Rural
being more politically engaged than the
Trader MC-Urban. In general, rural
middle classes are more engaged than
their urban counterparts.
When it comes to voting criteria, the
UPMC makes voting choices differently
than the other middle classes, giving
equal weightage to both candidate and
party, whereas the other middle classes
give twice as much weightage to the
party as to the candidate.
In terms of economics, the many middle classes have very different views.
A greater share of urban middle class
wants the government to spend more on
infrastructure over subsidies – perhaps
a reflection of the disproportionate
share of subsidy benefits that the rural
middle classes receive compared to
their urban counterparts.
On foreign investments, surprisingly, India’s middle classes are generally not very supportive of unrestricted
access, with the highest resistance coming, again, surprisingly, from the urban
private sector middle class.
The rising middle class feels the
strongest about striking workers, with
close to 50% agreeing that government

1999

2004

2009 2014

Rural MC with Car

6.8%
0.8%

7.5%
2.3%

8.4%
2.2%

12.8%
3.0%

TOTAL RURAL MC (car or 2-wheeler)
Public MC with car/2-wheeler -Rural

7.0%
0.9%

8.7%
NA

8.9%
NA

13.7%
NA

Public MC with car/2-wheeler - Urban
TOTAL PUBLIC MC

2.1%
3.0%

NA
NA

NA
NA

NA
NA

Trader MC with 2-wheeler - Rural
Trader MC with car–Rural

0.3%
0.1%

1.7%
0.3%

1.7%
0.4%

1.5%
0.2%

TRADER MC – RURAL (car or 2-wheeler)
Trader MC with 2-wheeler - Urban

0.4%
0.9%

1.8%
2.1%

1.8%
3.3%

1.5%
3.1%

Trader MC with car–Urban
TRADER MC – URBAN (car or 2-wheeler)

0.1%
0.9%

0.6%
2.6%

0.7%
3.4%

0.9%
3.2%

TRADER – MC – 2-wheeler
TRADER – MC – car

1.2%
0.2%

3.8%
0.9%

5.0%
1.1%

4.6%
1.1%

TOTAL TRADER – MC
Rising MC with 2-wheeler - Rural

1.3%
NA

4.4%
3.4%

5.2%
4.1%

4.7%
6.9%

Rising MC with 2-wheeler - Urban
TOTAL RISING MC

NA
NA

1.4%
4.8%

2.6%
6.7%

4.6%
11.5%

Urban Private MC with 2-wheeler
Urban Private MC with car

0.4%
0.1%

1.6%
0.7%

2.3%
0.9%

2.6%
1.4%

TOTAL URBAN PRIVATE MC
(car or 2-wheeler)

0.4%

1.8%

2.4%

2.7%

TOTAL across all MMCs

11.7%

19.7%

23.2% 32.6%

should curb strikes. It is counter-intuitive that the rising middle class should
feel this, but it is perhaps a reflection of
their fear and insecurity about disruption and income loss arising out of
strikes.
What are their views on cultural and
social issues?
The middle class, in general, is
ambivalently illiberal on cultural
issues. However, there are differences
between the many middle classes – the
urban middle classes (and especially
the urban private middle class) hold
more strongly illiberal positions than
their rural counterparts.
On the question of whether the views
of the majority community should prevail in a democracy, about 60% of urban
middle classes either strongly agree or
somewhat agree, compared to closer to
50% who hold similar views among
rural middle classes. Among the
groups, the category that holds the
strongest views on this question are the
Urban Private Sector Middle Class
(64%). Similarly, on the question of
whether reservations based on caste
and religion divide the people of India,
the Urban middle class groups hold a
much stronger view that this is so (close
to 65%) compared to their rural counterpart (55%). Here again, the Urban Private Middle Class holds the strongest
views, with close to 75% agreeing that
reservations divide India.
On the question of whether the government should treat minority and
majority communities the same way,
urban middle classes are stronger in
this view than rural MCs (over 70%
compared to 60%). Once again, Urban
Private MC feel strongest about this,
with close to 80% agreeing with this
position. However, an overwhelming
majority of the middle classes across
both urban and rural India believe that
the government should make special
provisions to accommodate minorities.
Going against trends, the Urban Private
middle class have the highest share
agreeing with this view (68%).
Of the many middle classes, three—
the Rural Middle Class, the Rising Middle
Class, and the Urban Private Middle
Class — deserve special attention. The
large Rural Middle Class has been hiding
in plain sight: this blind spot has resulted
in little understanding of their positions,

preferences or politics, specifically their
differences with the rural poor.
The Rising Middle Class will soon
become the largest single bloc, and bring
new forces to politics, informed both by
their subaltern caste composition, as
well as their different livelihood patterns. The Urban Private Sector Middle
Class will, despite being numerically
small, have disproportionate impact on
political agendas, given its networks and
greater access to English media.
Each of these middle class groups has
its preferences, and will find ways to
voice these needs, contest competing
claims, and build coalitions, as it seeks
to shape political outcomes. As an
example, both the urban and rural middle classes may well come together to
oppose new forms of cash-based subsidies that are currently being discussed,
but for different reasons: the former
because they don’t get any subsidies
anyway, and the latter because they
lose the in-kind subsidies (e.g. fertilizer)
that they currently receive.
In other areas, the urban middle
classes may find common cause with
the poor in very few cases (such as public transport), but not for the specific
needs of the poor. For example, on
major issues like healthcare, education,
affordable housing etc, the middle class
has effectively seceded from the state,
and secured these services from private
sector providers.
This means that we are unlikely to
see grand social coalitions that can catalyse the emergence of a welfare state in
the classical sense in India — i.e. universal access to public goods like education and healthcare. For these, the poor
will have to fight by themselves.
The convergent and differing views
of the many middle classes will impact
a vast range of issues in India’s development: its economic trajectory, political
formations and social compacts.
In our view, the 2019 elections will be
the first to see the impact of these positions in a meaningful way. We believe
that the importance of India’s many
middle classes has so far not been fully
understood, certainly by most political
analysts and possibly by some political
parties.
(The authors are co-founders of JANA Group.
The article is based on a soon-to-be-published
working paper)
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MALAYSIA WAS FACED WITH THE CHOICE TO EITHER RENEGOTIATE OR PAY
TERMINATION COSTS…WITH NOTHING TO SHOW FOR IT.

> MAHATHIR MOHAMAD, Malaysian PM, saying a China rail project was revived to avoid $5 bn penalty

MUELLER REPORT
TO BE RELEASED
ON THURSDAY

Callsmountforcivilianruleas
Sudanarmytriestobreaksit-in

WASHINGTON: A redacted version

UNDER PRESSURE Military council rejigs joint forces command, with a new chief of staff for the army
Reuters
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KHARTOUM : Sudanese protesters
n

Severe thunderstorms blasted the US East Coast with gusts of
wind up to 50 miles per hour on Monday, knocking out power in
thousands of homes and putting several states on flood watch,
AP
the National Weather Service said.

moved to block an attempt on
Monday to break up a sit-in outside the defenceministry, where
demonstrators have been pushing for a quick transition to civilian rule after President Omar
al-Bashir was ousted.
Troops had gathered on three
sides of the sit-in and tractors
were preparing to remove stone
and metal barriers, but protesters joined hands and formed
rings around the sit-in area to
prevent them. The protesters,
numberingabout5,000withmore
arriving, chanted “Freedom,
freedom”and“Revolution,revolution”, andappealedtothearmy
to protect them.
Some drummed and waved
national flags as they mingled in
thestreet,whileotherstookshelter from the sun under parasols
and makeshift tents. Earlier,
Sudan’s main protest group, the
SudaneseProfessionalsAssociation (SPA), issued an urgent call
forpeopletojointhesit-inandfoil
any attempt to disperse it. “We
hope that everyone will head
immediately to the areas of the
sit-in to protect your revolution

shortstories
RED CROSS, NEW ZEALAND NAME NURSE
HELD IN SYRIA IN HOPES OF FINDING HER
WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s foreign minister confirmed on Monday that a
nurse has been held captive by the Islamic State in Syria for almost six years,
information long kept secret for fear her life might be at risk. The status of
Louisa Akavi, now 62, is unknown, but her employer, the Red Cross, says it
has received eyewitness reports suggesting she might still be alive. The
collapse of the IS has raised hopes that Akavi and the two Syrian drivers
kidnapped with her might now be discovered. The Red Cross said as recently
as December, Akavi may have been seen by at least two people at a clinic in
AP
Sousa, one of the Islamic State group’s last outposts.

China develops first armed
amphibious drone boat
BEIJING : China has successfully
tested the world’s first armed
amphibious drone boat. Marine
Lizard, the 12-metre-long drone
ship, has an operation range of
1,200km and can be remotely
controlled via satellites. In ship
form, it can reach a maximum
speed of 50 knots while maintaining stealth and on land, it can
PTI
travel at 20km an hour.

Afghanistan: Gunman fires
at wedding, killing 3 people
KABUL :Three people were killed
and 12 others wounded when a
gunman opened fire at a wedding
in eastern Khost province, a
spokesman for the provincial
governor said. The motive was
unknown and no militant group
immediately claimed responsibility for the shooting.
AP

Iran moves bill to retaliate
for US action on elite forces
TEHRAN :Iran’s parliament
approved a draft bill to retaliate
for the US designation of the
Revolutionary Guards Corps as a
terrorist organization. The bill
declares that US Central Com-

mand forces in West Asia and any
organisations or bodies
working under them against Iran
are terrorists and supporting
the forces would be an act of
terrorism.
BLOOMBERG

Finland socialists win
election, seek coalition
HELSINKI :Finns face a broad,
incohesive coalition government
for the next four years as the
Social Democrats, who narrowly
won weekend elections, focus on
keeping the surging anti-immigration populists out. As Finland’s
politicos digested the vote, the
big question on Monday was
what role the far-right anti-immigration Finns Party - which more
than doubled its seats in parliament under the leadership of
hardline nationalist Jussi HallaAFP
aho- would play.

N’DJAMENA : Boko Haram
jihadists killed seven Chad
soldiers and wounded 15 in an
overnight attack that saw 63
terrorists killed in return, an army
spokesman Col Azem Bermandoa
AFP
said on Monday.

inthenews

MIRA MARKOVIC

Widow of former Yugoslav president, known as
the Lady Macbeth of the Balkans, dies at 76
Markovic, who played a role in her strongman
husband Slobodan Milosevic’s policies during
the violent breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s,
died due to pneumonia in a Moscow hospital

2
3

She left Serbia in 2003 after being charged with abuse of power and
was suspected of cigarette smuggling and political assassination.
She was granted Russian political asylum in 2008
While she owed her political influence to being her husband’s closest
confidante, she also had her own political party, the neo-communist
Yugoslav United Left.

Pak denies reports of
cabinet reshuffle
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: ThePakistanigovernment on Monday denied media
reports of a cabinet reshuffle.
Mediareportshadsaidfinance
minister Asad Umar and some
others would have their portfolioschanged,andthatPrimeMinister Imran Khan will appoint a
newinteriorminister,aportfolio
he is handling now.
Information minister Fawad
Chaudhry said Khan was not
planning any changes. “There is
no truth in the news about a
change of federal ministers and
askedthemediatoberesponsible
in their reporting,” he tweeted.
Khan’s spokesman Nadeem
Afzal Chan also told reporters
that no cabinet reshuffle was in
the offing.

Waiting for winds of change: Sudanese demonstrators protest outside the defence ministry in Khartoum.

andyouraccomplishments,”the
SPA said.
It said there were continuing
attempts to disband the sit-in.
The sit-in outside the compound, which also includes the
intelligence headquarters and
thepresidentialresidence,began
on April 6, after more than three
monthsofproteststriggeredbya

deepening economic crisis.
On Thursday, Sudan’s army
announced that it had removed
and detained Bashir after three
decadesinpowerandwassetting
upatransitionalmilitarycouncil
torunthecountry.Sincethenthe
head of the military council and
of Sudan’s powerful National
IntelligenceandSecurityService

Trump has already
defeated Dems in
campaign funds

7 Chad soldiers, 63
jihadists killed in attack

1

n

IMF TO HOLD MORE
TALKS ON PAK BAILOUT
The International Monetary
FundonMondaysaiditsofficials
willvisit Pakistanbeforetheend
of April to continue the discussionsonabailoutpackageforthe
countrythat’sfacingabalanceof
payments crisis.
TheIMF statementcameamid
reportsthatthevisitofitsmission
forfinalisingthepackagemaybe
delayed as both sides are still
engaged in an intense discussions.
IMF officials are seeking
details of the China-Pakistan
EconomicCorridor andawritten
guarantee from both Pakistan
and China that the its assistance
will not be used to repay loans to
China.FinanceministerUmaris
likelytovisitChinaonApril25to
discuss IMF’s concerns.

WASHINGTON:The Trump re-election campaign on Monday said it
has raised more than $30 million
in the first quarter of 2019, far
ahead of amounts reported by
Democratic contenders for 2020.
The campaign now has 21 times
more cash in hand than what
presidentBarackObamahad for
his re-election campaign at this
stage.
Bulk of the funds came from
small donors— “low dollar” or
contributionsoflessthan200—in
a reflection of the president’s
“immense grassroots support,”
the campaign said. “Our prodigiousfundraisingisfurtherproof
of President Trump’s clear
record of accomplishment on
behalf of the American people,”
said campaign manager Brad
Parscale.
Senator Bernie Sanders, who
istakingasecondshotatthepresidentialnomination,ledtheDemocrats by raising $18.2 mn in the
firstquarterthatendedMarch31,
followedbySenatorKamalaHarris with $12 mn and Mayor Pete
Buttigieg with $7 mn. Former
congressman Pete O’Rourke,
who entered the race with just 18
daysleftfromthequarter,raised
$9.4mn.Heholdstherecordsofar
for the largest first-day haul
among Democrats, taking in $6.1
mninthe24hoursofannouncing
hisrun,surpassingSanders($5.9
mn) and Harris ($1.5 mn).
Fund-raising is an important
yardstick for measuring the viability of a political campaign in
HTC
the US.
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PARIS:Amajorfirebrokeoutatthe

landmarkNotre-DameCathedral
incentralParisonMonday,sending flames and huge clouds of
grey smoke billowing into the
sky, the fire service said.
Theflamesandsmokeplumed
from the spire and roof of the
gothic cathedral, visited by millionsofpeoplea year, whereren-

n

Employees walk by the end of a 737 Max aircraft at the Boeing
factory in Renton, Washington.
REUTERS FILE

Rename 737 Max,
Trump to Boeing
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: President Donald

Trump gave Boeing Co a little
advice on Monday on Twitter.
The company should fix its
troubled 737 MAX and choose a
new name following the Ethiopian Air Lines and Lion Air
crashes.
“What do I know about
branding, maybe nothing (but I
did become President!), but if I
were Boeing, I would FIX the
Boeing 737 MAX, add some additional great features, &
REBRAND the plane with a new
name,” Trump tweeted.
“No product has suffered like
this one. But again, what the
hell do I know?”
Two crashes of the plane --

Lion Air flight 610 in October off
the coast of Indonesia and Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 in
March outside Addis Ababa -killed a combined 346 people and
led to a global grounding of the
model.
AMERICAN TO CANCEL
115 FLIGHTS DAILY
American Airlines announced
on Sunday it would scrap some
115 flights per day in the coming
months because its fleet of Boeing 737 MAX planes is being
grounded until August 19.
America’s leading airline had
previously only planned to keep
the planes out of commission
until June 5, with Boeing facing
intense scrutiny after the
crashes of 737 MAX in Ethiopia
and Indonesia.

ovations are currently underway. Fire trucks could be seen
speeding through Paris towards
the scene on the Ile de la Cite - an
island in the Seine at the heart of
Paris. The Paris police department in a tweet called on residents to avoid the area and to
“make way for rescue vehicles”.
Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo in a
tweet described it as a “terrible
fire”. “The Paris fire service is
tryingtocontroltheflames,”she

wrote on Twitter, asking residents to respect the security cordon thrown up around the site.
The cathedral, which dates
back to the 12th century and is
famous for featuring in Victor
Hugo’s classic novel the HunchbackofNotre-Dame,attractsmillions of tourists every year.
French President Emmanuel
Macron has cancelled his
planned speech to the nation in
light of the fire.

Introducing rock & roll to China: One translated book at a time
n

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING : The money isn’t great
but it is Dong Nan’s love for
music that made her a niche
translator in China, translating books on rock and roll from
English to Chinese.
In just a decade, Dong has
translated 11 books – she’s
working on her 12th – ranging
from Jim Morrison’s No One
Here Gets out Alive, Bob
Spitz’s biography on The Beatles called The Beatles Keith
Richard’s Life, Jimi Hendrix’s
Room Full of Mirrors to Chris

Welch’s David Bowie. “I just
love doing it. I don’t care about
the money,” Dong said over
coffee at a busy bookshop, the
Bookworm. Back in the 90s,
she saved her pocket money to
buy pirated cassettes of Nirvana and Guns N’ Roses from
non-descript shops in Beijing.
In China at the time, it was the
Beijing-based metal band Tang
Dynasty that was creating
rock music waves.
Born of her passion for rock
and roll, Dong’s first translated book on The Doors was
published in 2008. “It was 300
pages and took me six months

to complete. I translated the
book because I wanted to, and
wasn’t even sure if it will be
published. Luckily, one publishing house already had the
book’s rights and published
it,” she said. The publishing
house clearly liked what they
read and new projects haven’t
stopped since. Dong’s biggest
project so far has been translating The Beatles – and to her,
it was like spending time with
them.
“It was some 900 pages. I literally spend a year with The
Beatles every day. Everyone
became familiar; right from

ing a new chief of staff for the
army and a deputy.
Britain’senvoytoSudan,Irfan
Siddiq, said he had met the deputy head of the transitional militarycouncil,MohamedHamdan
Dagalo, and had “asked for clarity on whereabouts of former
President Bashir and other senior former regime figures”.

Ecuador president:
Assange tried to
spy from embassy

FUKUSHIMA AFTER TSUNAMI

Julian Assange repeatedly violated his asylum conditions and
tried to use the Ecuadorian
embassyinLondonasacentrefor
spying, Ecuador’s President
Lenin Moreno told Britain’s
Guardian newspaper.
London police dragged
Assange out of the embassy on
Thursday after his seven-year
asylum was revoked, paving the
way for his extradition to the
United States for one of the biggesteverleaksofclassifiedinformation.
Assange’s relationship with
hishostscollapsedafterEcuador
accused him of leaking informationaboutMoreno’spersonallife.
Moreno denied to the Guardianthathehadactedasareprisal
for the way in which documents
abouthisfamilyhadbeenleaked.
HesaidheregrettedthatAssange
hadusedtheembassytointerfere
in other country’s democracies.
“Anyattempttodestabiliseisa
reprehensible act for Ecuador,
because we are a sovereign
nation and respectful of the politicsofeachcountry,”Morenotold
REUTERS
the Guardian.

Removal of fuel from
nuke reactor begins

their sound engineer to their
manager.” And that’s how she
read about Indian sitar maestro, Ravi Shankar.
She also enjoyed translating
Waiting for the Man: The Life
and Career of Lou Reed. “At
the beginning of a translation
you are a fan, in the end, you
become a believer,” Dong said,
explaining how her translations and love for music merge.
The money’s isn’t much of a
factor. “In the beginning, it
was about 55 yuan (Rs 550) for
every 1,000 Chinese characters
or 500 English words. Now, it’s
about 80 yuan (Rs 800).”

n

Dong Nan shows off one of
her works.
HT PHOTO

n

A Tokyo Electric Power Co worker explains the operation.

TOKYO: The operator ofthe tsunami-wreckedFukushimanuclear
plant began removing fuel on
Monday from a cooling pool at
one of three reactors that melted
down in the 2011 disaster, a milestone in what will be a decadeslongprocesstodecommissionthe
facility.
Tokyo Electric Power Co said
workers started removing the
first of 566 used and unused fuel
units stored in the pool at Unit 3.
The fuel units in the pool located
high up in reactor buildings are
intactdespitethedisaster,butthe
poolsarenotenclosed,soremoving the units to safer ground is

Top US think tank
gives Trump top
grades for India ties

REUTERS

crucialtoavoiddisasterincaseof
another major earthquake similar to the one that caused the tsunami.TEPCOsaystheremovalat
Unit 3 will take two years, followed by the two other reactors,
where about 1,000 fuel units
remain in the storage pools.
Removing fuel units from the
cooling pools comes ahead of the
real challenge of removing
melted fuel from inside the reactors,butdetailsofhowthatmight
be done are still largely
unknown. Removing the fuel in
the cooling pools was delayed
morethanfouryearsbymishaps,
AP
and high radiation.

Jack Ma doubles
down on China’s
overtime culture
despite backlash
Bloomberg
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

HONG KONG: Billionaire Jack Ma

n

US President Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Yashwant Raj
n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: TheCouncilonFor-

B R I D G I N G C U LT U R E S

Sutirtho Patranobis

have both been replaced, as protesters have continued to callfor
change. The SPA has demanded
theimmediatehandoverofpower
to a civilian transitional governmentaswellastheprosecutionof
former officials.
OnMondaythemilitarycouncil said it was restructuring the
joint forces command, appoint-

LONDON: WikiLeaks founder

Major fire rips through iconic
Notre-Dame cathedral in France
Agencies

REUTERS

of Special Counsel Robert Mueller’sfinalreportontheprobeinto
the Russia links of US President
Donald Trump’s campaign team
willbereleasedonThursday,the
departmentofjusticeannounced
on Monday.
The release of the 400-page
reportwillcomemorethanthree
weeksafterattorneygeneralBill
Barr’s controversial summary
allowed Trump to declare it “a
complete and total exoneration”
of him after nearly two years of
investigation.
BarrsaidMuellerfoundnoevidence that Trump’s 2016 campaign team conspired to collude
with Moscow to influence the
election. The attorney general
also said there was not enough
evidence to charge Trump with
obstruction of justice.
But Mueller himself took no
stance on the weight of the evidenceofobstruction,Barrnoted,
raising doubts over whether
Trump had truly been exonerated by the report.
Barr has been under pressure
since his March 24 summary to
release the entire report, which
wrappedupa22-monthinvestigation that saw 34 people charged,
including six former Trump
aides. But he has stressed he will
only release a version with intelligence information and secret
material from the investigation
grand jury convened by Mueller
AFP
blacked out.

eign Relations has graded PresidentDonaldTrump’shandlingof
ties with India as one of his successes, alongside his dealings
with China and Saudi Arabia.
“The Trump administration
hasmaintainedthesuccessstory
ofUS-Indiarelations initiatedby
George W Bush,” the report
authored for CFR by Robert
Blackwill said. Bush’s term is
often citedas a watershed period
in bilateral ties on account of the
India-US civil nuclear deal,
which ended India’s nuclear isolation.
The report released on Monday gave Trump a B+ grade for
India, the highest the president
scored, as he did also for China,
Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan and
Syria.ItgavehimaCforIranand
trade, his pet project, and D for
European security. Trump got F

REUTERS FILE

grade for dealing with climate
change,USalliances,Russia,policy processes and character.
ThereporttitledTrump’sForeign Policies Are Better Than
They Seem argued that his
actionsmay“seemrash,ignorant
and chaotic” and he may seem
determinedtobothdominatethe
world and withdraw from it, but
“some of his individual foreign
policies are substantially better
than his opponents assert”.
Trump got high marks for
India for his South Asia policy
that “accords primacy to India”;
for clearing the sale of advanced
weapons systems such as
unmanned aerial vehicles; and
for his “decision to treat India on
parwithNATOallieswherestrategic technology release is concerned”.
Blackwill,aformerUSambassador to India, also noted,“New
Delhi has, accordingly,
respondedwithboldinitiativesof
its own.”

again encouraged tech workers
to embrace the industry’s
extreme-overtime culture, defying a growing social media backlash.
The Alibaba Group Holding
Ltd co-founder once more
endorsed the sector’s infamous
12-hours-a-day, six-days-a-week
routineasderigueurforpassionate young workers. In a lengthy
Sundayblogpost,China’srichest
man expanded on comments
from last week, in which he dismissed people who expect a typical eight-hour office lifestyle.
“As I expected, my comments
internally a few days ago about
the 996 schedule caused a debate
and non-stop criticism,” Ma
wrote. “I understand these people, and I could have said something that was ‘correct.’ But we
don’tlackpeoplesaying‘correct’
things in the world today, what
we lack is truthful words that
make people think.”
Ma’searliercommentsstoked
afierceongoingdebateovertales
of programmers and founders
dying from unrelenting stress.
Chinese tech workers protested
labour conditions on the online
code-sharingcommunityGitHub
in March under the banner
996.ICU, which quickly became
the site’s most popular topic.
“Those who can stick to a 996
schedule are those who have
foundtheirpassionbeyondmonetary gains,” he wrote Sunday.
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The Sensex closed up
0.36% at 38,905.84.

Marchsurgeseesexports
hitarecordhighinFY19
TRADE MATH India’s combined exports grew 8% to $535.4 billion in 2018-19

MINT

NIFTY, SENSEX
END HIGHER AS
TCS RESULTS
DRAW CHEER
BENGALURU: Indian shares closed
higher on Monday, buoyed by
gains in IT company Tata Consultancy Services Ltd (TCS), which
reported a record profit for the
final quarter of the year on Friday
and heralded the start of corporate earnings season. The benchmark BSE Sensex closed up 0.36%
at 38,905.84 points, while the
broader NSE Nifty ended 0.4%
higher at 11,690.35 points—its
best close in nearly two weeks.
Shares of TCS, India’s biggest
software exporter which also
posted its best revenue in 15
quarters, ended up 4.9%. Tata
Motors Ltd climbed 7.3% to its
highest close since September 26,
and was the top percentage
gainer on the indices. Infosys was
the biggest drag, finishing down
2.7% after it failed to impress
investors with its operating
margin forecast for fiscal 2020.

Metropolis Healthcare
gains 9% on market debut
NEW DELHI:Shares of diagnostic
chain Metropolis Healthcare Ltd
jumped 9% against the issue price
of ₹880 per share in its debut
trade on Monday. The company’s
scrip debuted at ₹960, a sharp
gain of 9.09% from the issue price
on BSE. During the day, it zoomed
11.51% to ₹981.30. It finally closed
the trade at ₹959.55, up 9.03%. On
NSE, shares jumped 8.54% to close
at ₹955.20. On the traded volume
front, 613,000 shares were traded
on BSE and over 7.2 million shares
changed hands on NSE during the
day. The company’s market
valuation was at ₹4,814.90 crore
on BSE. The initial public offering
(IPO) of Metropolis Healthcare
was subscribed 5.83 times earlier
this month. The price range for
the ₹1,200 crore IPO was fixed at
₹887-880 per share.

SpiceJet to start direct
flights to international cities
NEW DELHI: SpiceJet on Monday
announced the launch of nonstop flights from Mumbai to
Colombo, Dhaka, Riyadh, Hong
Kong and Kathmandu. The
no-frills airline would start the
services from the end of May. In a
release, the carrier said it would
be the first Indian budget carrier
to launch daily direct flights on
the Mumbai-Colombo, MumbaiDhaka, Mumbai-Riyadh, MumbaiHong Kong and Mumbai-Kathmandu sectors. Boeing 737 NG
aircraft would be deployed in the
new routes. “We are delighted to
connect a large number of
popular international destinations from Mumbai, a city that has
always been a key and integral
part of our network,” SpiceJet
chairman and managing director
Ajay Singh said. Riyadh and
Kathmandu are two upcoming
international destinations.

Carlos Ghosn’s appeal on
detention turned down
TOKYO: Japan’s Supreme Court
has turned down an appeal by the
lawyers for former Nissan chairman Carlos Ghosn to end his
detention following his arrest for
the fourth time on financial
misconduct allegations. The
court’s decision came on Friday,
and was relayed to foreign media
on Monday. Separately on
Monday, Ghosn’s lawyers filed an
appeal of that decision, which
rejected their earlier appeal
against the extension of his
detention through April 22. Ghosn
was arrested in November and
released on bail last month, but
was arrested again on April 4. He
has been charged with falsifying
financial documents in under-reporting his retirement compensation and with breach of trust in
dubious payments.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

Asit Ranjan Mishra
n

A healthy rise

asit.m@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: India’s merchandise

exports made a surprise recovery in March by growing in double digits to touch a new high of
$331 billion in 2018-19, despite
growing protectionism, after
four months of low single-digit
growth.
Combined exports, including
the merchandise and services
sectors, grew 8% to cross the
half a trillion dollar mark for the
first time at $535.4 billion in
2018-19, according to data
released by the commerce ministry.
In March, India’s merchandise exports grew 11% to $32.5
billion, while imports rose 1.4%
to $43.4 billion, leading to a trade
deficit of $10.9 billion. Overall
trade deficit in 2018-19 rose to
$176.4 billion from $162 billion a
year ago.
China’s merchandise exports
rose 14.2% in March, while
imports fell 7.6%, as the US and
China inched closer to a trade
deal.
Economies across Asia, especially China and the Southeast
Asian nations, have been showing signs of sluggishness with
contraction in manufacturing
because of the slowdown in the
global trade and fragile world
economy, but almost all of
India’s value-added product
segment of exports have shown
impressive growth, said Ganesh
Kumar Gupta, president of Federation of Indian Export Organisations.
Exports of Indian pharmaceuticals (13.6%), chemicals
(17%), engineering goods
(16.3%), cotton yarn and handloom products (2.2%), readymade garments (15.1%), and

In March, India’s merchandise exports grew 11% to $32.5 billion while imports rose
1.4% to $43.4 billion, leading to a trade deficit of $10.9 billion.
(Year-on-year change in %)
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petroleum products (6.6%) rose
in March, while shipments of
gems and jewellery (-0.37%) contracted.
Growth in non-oil, non-gems
and jewellery imports, an indicator of the state of economic
activity in the country, contracted 3.7% in February, led by
transport equipment (-19.6%),
electronic goods (-6.5%) and
plastic (-1.9%).
Import of crude oil and gold
picked up 5.6% and 31.2%
respectively, while import of
electronic goods, coal, chemicals, plastic materials, pearls,
non-ferrous metal, machinery
and transport equipments contracted, in line with a broad
slowdown in domestic economic
activity.
India’s factory output growth

Musk tweets fresh
Tesla forecast in
midst of SEC talks
Bloomberg
n

Export

20

n

Tesla CEO Elon Musk.
REUTERS/FILE

factory they share in Nevada.
Musk on Saturday disputed
reports that Panasonic had
boosted annualized battery cell
production capacity at the plant
to 35 gigawatt hours, saying the
company’s lines were only at 24
gigawatt hours and have been
constraining output of Tesla’s
Model 3 sedan.
Both the Panasonic and the
next-12-months production
tweets are noteworthy in light of
the settlement that sprang from
Musk tweeting in August of last
year about trying to take Tesla
private.
TheSECaccusedthechiefexecutive officer of securities fraud,
and Musk settled.
He agreed to pay $20 million,
step down as chairman and seek
pre-approval from an in-house
securitieslawyerbeforetweeting
information material to the electric-car maker.

lata.j@livemint.com

NEWDELHI:Last Thursday, Walt
Disney Co. announced the
November 2019 launch of its
highly anticipated, ad-free
video streaming service, Disney+, in the US. However, the
company is unlikely to launch
the platform in India and,
instead, route the original content created for the new OTT
(over-the-top) service, and its
movie library, to Indian audiences through Hotstar, the
video streaming service
owned by Star India, people
familiar with the development
said.
Walt Disney had acquired
Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Cen-

n

Uday Shankar, chairman,
Star and Disney India. MINT/FILE

tury Fox Inc. in a $71 billion
cash and stock deal in June
2018. That makes Star India,
Fox Star Studios and Hotstar
in India, a part of Walt Disney.
Content from other Disney
units, including ESPN and

Hulu, is already available on
Hotstar, and Disney+ will be a
valuable addition. To be sure,
Hotstar plans to localize Disney+ movies and shows by
dubbing, or by adding subtitles in Indian languages,
including Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu. Hotstar’s own original content, titled Hotstar Specials, are currently available
in seven Indian languages.
India will probably be the
only market in the world,
wherein services such as
Hulu, ESPN and now Disney+
will exist under one umbrella,
and not independently. Further, while globally Disney+
will be priced at $7, Star plans
to continue with its current
price plans—Hotstar Pre-

Ltdisstaringatapotentialdropin
both sales and market share as it
weighsaplantostopsellingdiesel
passenger vehicles from April
next year.
India’slargestpassengervehiclemakergarnersnearly30%,or
about 450,000 units, of its annual
sales from diesel vehicles. It
expectstopushabouthalfofthose
buyers to shift to petrol or compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicles by offering incentives, and
alsoprovideCNGoptionsinmore
models.It,however,fearsthatthe
remainder will shift to diesel
vehicles of rival brands, according to an internal projection prepared by senior executives of
Maruti.
Marutiisconsideringthedrastic step on the future of its diesel
rangeastheimpositionofBharat
Stage-VI emission norms from
April 1, 2020 would make such
vehicles costlier by at least ₹2
lakh per unit in order to make
them comply with the new rules.
This is expected to particularly
lead most small-car buyers to
shift to petrol or CNG models.
Small cars comprise the bulk of
Maruti’s sales volume.
RC Bhargava, Maruti’s chairman, said the company might
stop producing diesel variants of
some of the smaller cars as the
price difference between petrol
anddieselvariantswouldbesubstantial. He did not say whether
the company would completely
stop making diesel cars.
“Wehavetomanufacturevehiclesaccording to what is likely to
be acceptable to customers. If we
have a bigger vehicle, then we
may continue. Ultimately, we
havetojudgewhatthecustomers
want and develop vehicles
accordingly,” said Bhargava.
Accordingtotheinternalforecast, Maruti might lose annual
salesofat125,000-150,000vehicles

n

Maruti is considering the step on the future of its diesel range as the
imposition of Bharat Stage-VI emission norms from April 1, 2020.

if it did not have any diesel car in
its portfolio, as most of its competitors were likely to be ready
withBS-VIdieselenginesbynext
April, said two people aware of
the development.
According to the projection,
sales of high-selling Ertiga,
Vitara Brezza and S-Cross models will be hit the most if Maruti
pulls the plug on diesel vehicles.
Maruti Suzuki spokespeople
didn’t reply to an email .
IfMarutilosesmarketshare,it
will be the first since 2012-13 for
themostprofitableunitofSuzuki
Motor Corp. In FY13, Maruti’s
marketsharefellto39%asdiesel
vehicle sales picked up at the
expense of petrol ones. The companymanagedtoraiseitsmarket
share to 51% by introducing a
slewofvehicles,especiallyinthe
above₹7lakhsegment.Suzukiis
yet to decide on whether to
upgrade its current 1.5-litre dieselenginelaunchedwiththeCiaz
sedan in March to comply with
BS-IVnorms.Thecompanymay,
therefore, start FY20 without a
diesel engine but introduce one
later in the year.
The two people cited earlier
saidthelossofvolumesandmarket share was projected as the
worst-case scenario and that it
could be limited if Maruti managedtoconvertdieselcarbuyers.

Some senior Maruti executiveswanteddieselcarstostay,as
rivals Hyundai Motor Co. and
Tata MotorsLtd wouldalsohave
diesel cars, said the first person.
“The losses can be contained by
the company since the diesel
vehicles will be significantly
expensive,butconverting30%of
the volumes will be tough since
someofthecustomerswouldstill
want to buy diesel variants,” the
person added.
Mint reported on February 15
thatMarutiwasintalkswithSuzuki on the future of diesel cars in
India that included whether the
company should cease production of diesel vehicles. “Maruti’s
absence in the diesel portfolio,
especially in B and C segment
cars, can impact their market
share adversely, but at the same
timeitisanopportunityforother
players,” said Puneet Gupta,
associate director-vehicle forecast (South Asia) at IHS Markit.
“But we should not forget that
Maruti Suzuki understands the
pulse of the consumerthe best. It
lookslikethecompanyisbanking
heavily on CNG cars and on the
assumption that consumers will
shift to gasoline cars in the years
tocome.” Hesaidtheshareofdiesel cars was declining, but they
still made up a large share in the
overall car market.

Petronas to buy solar power firm Amplus

Reuters
feedback@livemint.com

TAIPEI: ThechairmanofTaiwan’s
Foxconn, an assembler of Apple
Inc.’siPhones,saidonMondayhe
plans to step down in the coming
months to pave the way for
younger talent to move up the
company’s ranks.
A change in leadership would
come at a delicate time for the
world’s largest contract manufacturer, which is trying to reinvent itself to cut its reliance on
Apple as smartphone sales plateau and as the iPhone maker
diversifies its supplier base.
It would mark another toplevel change at a tech firm in
Greater China. Jack Ma,
co-founder of China’s Alibaba
Group, saidin Septemberhe will
step down as chairman in a year
to allow for younger management.
Terry Gou, speaking on the
sidelines of an event in Taipei,
said that while he planned to
resign as Foxconn chairman, he
hopedtoremaininvolvedinstrategic decisions regarding the
company’s business.
When asked by Reuters if he
wouldquitaschairman,Gousaid
he was moving in that direction,
although any decision needed to
bediscussedwith thecompany’s
board. “I don’t know where you
got the information from. But I
have to say, basically, I’m working towards that direction—to
walk back to the second line, or
retire,” Gou said.

Disney+ content may be streamed over Hotstar in India
n

malyaban.g@livemint.com

NEW DELHI : Maruti Suzuki India

Foxconnchief Terry
Gou plans to step
down to pave way
for younger talent

W I D E R E AC H

Lata Jha

n

points to 3.3%, the lowest since
the financial crisis in 2008,
blaming trade tensions between
the US and China, loss of
momentum in Europe and
uncertainty
surrounding
Brexit.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) had last month projected that trade growth to slow
from 3.9% in 2018 to 3.7% in 2019,
cautioning that these estimates
could be revised downward if
trade conditions continue to
deteriorate.
“This sustained loss of
momentum highlights the
urgency of reducing trade tensions, which together with continued political risks and financial volatility could foreshadow
a broader economic downturn,”
WTO said.

n

hot water over his Twitter use,
postedanotherTeslaInc.production forecast reminiscent of the
one that landed him before a federal judge earlier this month.
Musk wrote on Sunday that
Tesla will make more than
500,000carsinthenext12months.
A similar tweet sent almost two
months ago in which Musk said
the company would build half a
millionvehiclesin2019ledtheUS
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) to argue he was in
contemptofasettlementreached
with the regulator last year.
The latest forecast, given as a
seemingly innocuous aside in a
discussionaboutthefuturevalue
of Tesla vehicles, nonetheless
cameasMusk’slawyersarenegotiating with the SEC over an
agreement that put controls on
the billionaire’s tweeting.
A US judge gave the two sides
until April 18 to meet for at least
an hour and resolve their differences. If they can’t, she’ll rule
whether Musk is in contempt.
The legal tussle for Musk, 47,
served as a distraction amid a
record decline in deliveries for
Tesla during the first quarter.
Concerns about demand for
Tesla’s vehicles escalated last
week after the Nikkei reported
thecompanyanditspartnerPanasonic Corp. were freezing plans
to expand capacity at the battery

Malyaban Ghosh

hit a 20-month low in February.
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) cut the policy rate by 25
basis points for the second consecutive time earlier this month
as concerns over growth loomed
larger than those surrounding
inflation.
The International Monetary
Fund last week cut India’s gross
domestic product growth forecast for 2019-20 by 20 basis points
to 7.3%, following similar action
by the Asian Development Bank
and the RBI, which last week cut
their 2019-20 growth projections
for India to 7.2% from 7.4% earlier, blaming rising risks to
global economic growth as well
as weakening domestic investment activity.
IMF also cut its global growth
forecast for 2019 by 20 basis

feedback@livemint.com

NEWYORK: Elon Musk, already in

Diesel phase-out plan may
hit Maruti’s market share

mium (₹299 per month and
₹999 per year) and Hotstar VIP
(₹365 per year)—in India, even
after the launch of Disney+.
An email query to a Star
India spokesperson asking for
details remained unanswered.
The decision to bring Disney+ content under Hotstar is
based on the latter’s wide
reach, besides the potential of
the Indian market. According
to Disney’s own estimates,
revealed at the Investor Day
2019 held last week, Hotstar
clocked in 300 million monthly
active users (MAU) in March.
Further, Disney estimated
that India has the largest
youth population in the world
with over 600 million below
the age of 25.

Utpal Bhaskar
n

utpal.b@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Malaysia’s state-run

oil and gas company, Petroliam
Nasional Bhd or Petronas on
Monday said it has acquired
Amplus Energy Solutions Pvt.
Ltd,oneofIndia’slargestrooftop
solar power producers.
The ₹2,700 crore deal, which is
expected to be completed later
this month, marks Petronas’
forayintotheglobalcleanenergy
space. Oil giants are looking to
diversify and invest in India’s
emerging green economy as the
conventionalhydrocarbonspace
undergoes technologicaldisruptions.
Mint had reported about the
impending deal on January 16.
While New York-based I
SquaredCapitalholdsovera90%
stake in Amplus, the balance is

THE ₹2,700 CRORE
DEAL MARKS
PETRONAS’ FORAY INTO
THE GLOBAL CLEAN
ENERGY SPACE
heldbythemanagementteamled
by Amplus founder and chief
executive officer (CEO) Sanjeev
Aggarwal.
“Petronas today announced
that it has entered into an agreement with I Squared Capital, a
leading global infrastructure
investor,toacquire100%interest
in Amplus Energy Solutions Pte
Ltd, also known as M+, a leading
Singapore-basedcompanywitha
portfolio of distributed, renewableenergyassetsin Asia,” Petronassaidinastatement.Norway’s
Statoil ASA, France’s Total SA
and Royal Dutch Shell Plc had

also shown interest in investing
in Amplus that has set up 350
megawatts (MW) of capacity
across India. Russia’s Rosneft,
the world’s largest publicly
traded oil firm, has also been
exploring opportunities in
India’s solar energy sector.
Withthebiggestexpensebeing
the cost of capital in the green
energy business, the financial
heft of global oil majors such as
Petronas will help India’s clean
energysector.SanjeevAggarwal
willcontinuetoheadthefirmthat
has 500MW under operation and
development at 200 locations
acrossIndia,theMiddleEastand
South East Asia.
Aggarwal declined to comment on the deal.
Mint had reported on December4aboutISquaredCapitalcreating a new renewable assets
platform that will acquire and

Interconnect usage charge
can’t be zero: Voda Idea CEO
Navadha Pandey
n

navadha.p@livemint.com

WPI INFLATION
RISES TO 3.18%
ON COSTLIER
FUEL AND FOOD
Press Trust of India

NEWDELHI: India’slargestwireless

operator Vodafone Idea Ltd has
asked the telecom regulator to
abandon its plan to scrap the
interconnectusagecharge(IUC)
fromJanuary1andinsteadraise
itto20paiseaminutefrom6paise
now, a top company official said.
Vodafone Idea, which has 387
millionactiveusers,believesthat
abolishingIUCwillhurttheearnings of the operator. The company is already struggling in a
hyper-competitivetelecommarketandhadpostedalossof₹5,004
crore in the December quarter,
while its rivals Bharti Airtel Ltd
and Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd
posted profits of ₹86 crore and
₹831 crore, respectively.
“It will impact our books for
sure,”VodafoneIdeachiefexecutiveofficerBaleshSharmasaidin
an interview. “It (scrapping the
IUC)shouldnothappen...Iwould
actuallywantitbackto20paisea
minutewhichwearefightingfor.
Ifnot,itcan’tgotozero,”Sharma
said.
IUC is levied by mobile networks handling incoming calls
from rival networks and is a
major source of revenue for
BhartiAirtelandVodafoneIdea.
In September 2017, the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai)orderedareductioninIUC
to6paiseperminutefrom14paise
effective October 1, 2017, and an
end to IUC from January 1, 2020,
to bring down tariffs. Telecom
operators, other than Reliance
Jio, were hit hard by the order. It

develop utility-scale projects.
“This acquisition reflects
Petronas’strategicintenttogrow
intherenewableenergyspaceas
part of our strategy to step out
beyond oil and gas into the new
energybusiness.Thisalsorepresentsourfirstinternationalsolar
venture and we look forward in
providingenergysolutionstoour
customers in these high growth
energymarkets,”PetronaspresidentandgroupCEOTanSriWan
Zulkiflee Wan Ariffin said in the
statement.
Distributedrenewableenergy
generation is attracting strong
investor interest as the market
has few developers with large
portfolios. Warburg Pincus Llc,
the New York-based private
equity firm, in 2017 announced a
$100 million investment in rooftop solar developer CleanMax
Solar.

n

n

Vodafone Idea CEO Balesh Sharma.

worsened the financial health of
the industry that was already
reelingfromabruisingpricewar
triggered by the entry of Jio,
backed by India’s richest man
Mukesh Ambani, in September
2016.
As a result, Bharti Airtel’s
quarterly profit plunged 39% to
₹306 crore in the three months
ended December 31, 2017, while
Idea Cellular’s quarterly loss
morethantripledto₹1,285.6crore
in the same quarter.
Reliance Jio, on the other
hand, benefited from the IUC cut
as more calls originate from its
network than terminate, and
reported a profit of ₹504 crore in
December2017quarter,afirstfor
the company, from a loss of ₹271
crore in the preceding quarter.
IUChas been acontentious issue
in the telecom sector. In fact, at
the Mobile World Congress in
Barcelona in February, Nick
Read,chiefexecutiveofVodafone

Group Plc, said that for the last
two years, many regulatory outcomes in India worked against
every operator in the market
exceptJio.Zero IUCmeansoperators would make no money for
receivingcallsontheirnetworks.
“Bringing down the IUC from
14 paise to 6 paise... I see that as a
modelling issue. But 6 paise to
zero is a principle issue. Somebody has to pay me for the terminationofthe callon mynetwork.
The logic used for getting to zero
was that by that time, industry
traffic would balance out. It has
not balanced out,” Sharma said.
Ifthetrafficflowamongoperators is symmetrical or evens out,
itwill nothave anegative impact
on any operator as it is simply a
chargepaidfromone operatorto
another.
Vodafone Idea has already
startedprovidingevidencetothe
regulator on the traffic flows in
the telecom sector.
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NEWDELHI: Wholesale price inflation rose to a three-month high
of 3.18% in March on costlier
food and fuel, government data
released on Monday showed.
The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI)-based inflation was at
2.93% and 2.76% in February
and January this year, respectively, and 3.46% in December
2018. It was 2.74% in March last
year. Inflation in the food articles basket hardened to 5.68%
during March 2019 as against
4.28% in February, as prices of
vegetables skyrocketed.
Vegetable inflation was at
28.13% in March, up from 6.82%
in the previous month. However, inflation in potato cooled
substantially to 1.30%, from
23.40% in February.
Pulses and wheat witnessed
some cooling in inflation at
10.63% and 10.13%, respectively.
Protein rich items such as egg,
meat and fish saw inflation fall
to 5.86% during March. Deflation in onion was 31.34%, while
the same in fruits was 7.62% during the month. Wholesale inflation in the fuel and power category, however, spiked to 5.41%,
from 2.23%in February.
Inflation in diesel shot up to
7.33% during the month from
3.72% in February. In petrol,
inflation was 1.78% in March, as
against a deflation of 2.93% in
the previous month.
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‘NOTHING BEATS A FAILURE BUT A TRY’ CONGRATULATIONS
TIGER WOODS. BALD TRULY IS BEAUTIFUL.

> GEORGE FOREMAN, fomer heavyweight champ on the Masters triumph

shortstories

NoPant,Cupsidethinonbatting
WORLD CUP SQUAD Karthik in place of young keeper a major surprise with a solid No 4 also missing

n

Rishabh Pant.

PTI

Somshuvra Laha
n

BIT SURPRISED AT
PANT’S OMISSION,
SAYS GAVASKAR
NEW DELHI:Former India captain
Sunil Gavaskar expressed surprise
at Rishabh Pant’s omission from
India’s World Cup squad. Gavaskar
though felt Karthik was a better
keeper. “A bit surprised, looking at
his (Pant’s) form. He was batting
exceptionally well, not only in IPL
but before that also. He was
showing great improvement in
his keeping as well. He brings that
left-handed option in the top-six
which is very handy against the
bowlers. The bowlers have to
change their line (for a lefthander) and the captains have to
do a lot of field arrangements. “

Khaleel, three other pacers
to help in Cup preparation
NEW DELHI:Left-arm Khaleel
Ahmed and fellow pacers Navdeep Saini, Deepak Chahar and
Avesh Khan will travel to England
to help India’s World Cup squad
prepare for the tournament, a
BCCI release said on Monday.
Khaleel and Chahar have India
caps. During the 2015 World Cup,
Mumbai pacer Dhawal Kulkarni
was with the India team for
bowling in the nets throughout
the tournament.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Kings XI Punjab
v Rajasthan Royals; live
on Star Sports 1 & HD 1

FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE

12.30am (Wednesday):
Juventus v Ajax; live on
Sony Ten 1 & HD; Barcelona v Manchester
United; live on Sony Ten 2
& HD
PREMIER LEAGUE

12.15am (Wednesday):
Brighton v Cardiff; live on
Star Sports Select 2 &
SHD 2

TENNIS
MONTE CARLO
MASTERS

2.30pm: Live on Sony
ESPN & HD

somshuvra.laha@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Picking specialists is
anextensionofViratKohli’sTest
selection policy but this time it
hasproducedaWorldCupsquad
that looks really thin on batting.
Going by the primary role of the
players, the 15-member India
squadhasfivebowlers—Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav;
four all-rounders — Kedar Jadhav, Hardik Pandya, Vijay
Shankar and Ravindra Jadeja;
two wicket-keepers – MS Dhoni
and Dinesh Karthik; and only
four specialist batsmen — Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Shikhar
Dhawan and KL Rahul.
This squad has possibly the
best opening batsmen, the best
batsmanofthisgeneration,alegendary wicket-keeper and tacticianaswellasabalancedbowling
attack. What it lacks is a middleorderbatsmanofreputeandafinisherwhotakesminimumtimeto
shift gears. That’s quite a departure from past years; as recently
as the last World Cup, India had
bragging rights in these departments.
For the first time since 1996,
India has picked only one lefthanded batsman – other than
Jadeja -- in a World Cup squad.
Over the last two decades, India
has had an abundance of lefthanded batsmen, since Vinod
Kambli stormed the Test stage
with two double centuries in his
first four Tests. We are also talking Sourav Ganguly, Gautam
Gambhir, Yuvraj Singh and
Suresh Raina — all featuring in
multiple World Cups.
The 2003 World Cup had four
left-handedbatsmen—Ganguly,
Yuvraj Singh, Parthiv Patel and
Dinesh Mongia. This was eight
years before Yuvraj went on to
become Player-of-the- Tournament in India’s first World Cup
win in 28 years.
On Monday though, Rishabh
Pant’sexuberancewassacrificed
on the altar of Dinesh Karthik’s
experience as wicket-keeper.
AndwhileKohliwillhavethelast
say on this, chief selector MSK
PrasadsaidKarthikwillnotplay
when Dhoni is in the team. So,
Karthik won’t be the No 4 batsman. Also, if the chief selector
believesKarthik is abetterwicket-keeperthanPant,whyisn’the
keeping in Tests?

Sanjjeev K Samyal
n

n

Dinesh Karthik’s experience as a wicket-keeper in crunch situations tilted the scales in his favour.

Coming back to the middle
order,itdoesnothaveacohesive
look, and may also not feature
Rahul, who has been declared a
reserveopenerbyPrasad.Something’samissbecauseIndiacan’t
have Karthik and Rahul travel
around the United Kingdom as
backupswithamiddle-orderthin
onexperience.Thepermutations
andcombinationsleaveShankar
as the only viable batting option,
around Dhoni and Jadhav; but
thatalsomeanswearelookingat
a very long tail. To veto Ambati
Rayudu’s55-matchexperiencein

Rajesh Pansare
n

rajesh.pansare@htlive.com

HYDERABAD: Vijay Shankar’s two-

Vijay Shankar first impressed during the 2014-15 Ranji season.

PTI

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

MUMBAI : The logic behind the

favour of a career that hasn’t
even touched double figures is a
risky proposition. Moreover,
isn’t it unfair to pit a specialist
batsmanagainstanall-rounder?
There is also the question
whetherPandyawillbowlhisfull
quota of overs. Picking Shankar
is akin to selecting Bumrah for
the Test series in South Africa in
2018 — he will definitely play.
Does that mean Pandya will be
dropped when Shankar is
selected? Because if both play, a
specialistseamermayhavetosit
out. That too sounds bold.

But that has been the theme
with Kohli in charge. Know your
responsibilities, try and exceed
yourselfanddon’tmopearoundif
you are dropped.
That is how India won a Test
series in Australia. That is how
they are hoping a World Cup can
be won. This is a new India that
has sent a message that unlike in
the past, they don’t believe in
unnecessarily stacking the
squadwithbatsmen.Theywould
rather pick players with specific
skills. Foolhardy or smart, you
will know by July 14.

AFP

TEAM
Virat Kohli (capt), Rohit
Sharma (vice captain), Shikhar
Dhawan, Lokesh Rahul, Vijay
Shankar, Mahendra Singh
Dhoni (wicketkeeper), Kedar
Jadhav, Dinesh Karthik,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep
Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja,
Mohammed Shami

Terrace nets to World Cup, Vijay chases a dream

n

Karthik a better
keeper than Pant,
says Prasad

storey house in Madipakkam, a
Chennai suburb, has nothing to
distinguish it from its neighbours. That is, till you get to the
terrace. Here, a high cricket net
stands,86feetinlengthand20feet
wide, lit by mast lights, with an
astroturf pitch and a bowling
machine.ThisiswhereVijaywas
forged.
His father, H Shankar, a
former Chennai club cricketer,
built this facility 8 years ago,
when Vijay took the decision to
turn professional.
“Normally if you see any
coaching centre, nets would not
be more than 13 feet,” Shankar
says. “This one allowed him to
play his shots and also know
where they were landing.”
Vijay, 28, was introduced to
cricket by his father when he
was 10, in the parking lot at this
same house. It has been a
steady, patiently crafted rise
from there to the Indian team
headed for the World Cup for the

Tamil Nadu all-rounder.
As a club-level cricketer, he
built a reputation as a solid batsmanwhocouldbowloff-spin,but
could not find a way in to the
Tamil Nadu squad, which was
packed with quality spinners.
“But they were looking for an
all-rounder,” says S Balaji, who
has beencoaching Vijaysince he
was 15. “So we switched him to
bowling medium-pace, initially
starting with just 4-5 overs in
local matches.”
His breakthrough came in the
2014-15 Ranji season where he
scored577runsinsevenmatches,
contributing majorly in Tamil
Nadu’spushtothefinal.Thatled
to a call-up to the India A team,
andthen onto the India T20 team
in2018,whereheimmediatelygot
a taste of the pressure of playing
at that level, after his 19-ball 17
almost cost India the Nidahas
Trophy against Bangladesh.
Social media trolling followed.
“It was very difficult to sleep
for next three-four days,”
Vijay recently said about that
match. “Whenever I switched
off the lights, my mind went

back to that innings.”
He got a second chance on
India’stourofNewZealandafter
Hardik Pandya and KL Rahul
were kept out of the squad for
theircontroversialcommentson
Koffee With Karan.
Vijay came back stronger,
playing important cameos in
New Zealand and the home tour
of Australia, batting with both
urgency and poise, and fielding
with purpose.
One of those innings came in
the company of skipper Kohli at
NagpurinthesecondODIagainst
Australia. Shankar shared a
71-ball 81-run stand to steady the
Indianinningsandpushthescoringrate.Hehimselfscoredabrisk
41-ball46andthentooktwowickets in the final over of the match
to seal the victory.
“This is like a dream come
true,” Vijay said after his selection. “We have a few World Cupwinning team members here at
SRH(IPLteamSunrisersHyderabad) and I have spoken to them
tounderstandwhatitfeelsliketo
play in a World Cup and then go
on to win it.”

Shankar still practises at his
terracenetwheneverheishome,
honing different aspects of his
game with coach Balaji.
“We practise according to the
conditionsandsimulatethesituationshewillfacenextweek,next
monthornext year,”Balaji says.
“For IPL he was practising for 15
days. The focus was micro and
what will be his target areas,
whichbowlerstotarget.Hegives
attention to details.”
A typical practice session
includes hitting up to 500 balls
within a tightly scheduled time.
“We have been following this
routine for a long time now and
we still do,” Balaji says. “It’s a
processtobuildmusclememory,
so that he doesn’t haveto depend
on watching the ball closely. His
instinctsareverygoodbecauseof
that.”
In England, Shankar may
make time to visit Old Trafford
when he is in Manchester—the
ChennaimanisakeenManchester United fan. He loves the team
as much as he loves his coffee.
“He can drink it all day long,”
Shankar says.

two most contentious selections
of the day haven’t been convincing but Dinesh Karthik and
Vijay Shankar it is for this
World Cup.
If experience and skill was
the yardstick in picking Karthik
over Rishabh Pant, Shankar’s
inclusion should have another.
Chief selector MSK Prasad
said at the press conference, preceded by a very brief selection
meeting, that Karthik’s better
keeping helped him pip Pant to
the second wicket-keeper’s slot.
This could be a direct fallout
of Pant’s shoddy wicket-keeping
in India’s last ODI series,
against Australia, where Karthik had been dropped and MS
Dhoni had withdrawn from the
last two ODIs. Pant missed two
stumping chances off Yuzvendra Chahal in the 44th over and
India lost the game despite scoring 358.
“It’s definitely a case where
we have debated at length. And
all of us, in unison, we felt that
either Rishabh Pant or DK will
come into the playing eleven if
Mahi is injured,” Prasad said.
“So at that juncture, if it is a crucial match like a quarter-final or
a semi-final or an important
game, wicket-keeping also matters. That’s the only reason we
went with Dinesh Karthik. Otherwise, Rishabh Pant was
almost there. Pant is full of talent, there’s lot of time for him.
It’s just unfortunate that he
missed out,” said Prasad.
BETTER FINISHER
Prasad also said Karthik is also
a backup for No 4 and is a better
finisher under pressure. He had
a decent 2018 Asia Cup with
scores of 33, 31, 44 and 37. In the
Australia and New Zealand
series that followed, he had
innings of 12, 25*, 38* and 0 —not
good enough to merit selection
for the ODIs against Australia at
home. He was duly dropped, and
Pant came in.
Pant, on the other hand, has
played five ODIs with 93 runs in
four innings at an average of
23.2 with a highest score of 36.
But what’s appealing is his
strike rate that has consistently
hovered above 100.
Sources say that a couple of
selectors were even convinced
of his usefulness at No 4; being a
left-handed batsman was a
bonus.
The only innings Pant played
at that position, he got 16 off 16
against Australia in Delhi. It can
be argued that Pant has never
had the freedom in ODIs that he
enjoys in Tests, where he has
been given the licence to go after
bowlers. Given the right backing, he may have thrived in
ODIs as well.

theysay

›

The Indian team is a
balanced side and one
of the strong contenders
for the title. I’ve monitored
Bhuvi and Vijay while they
were on SRH duties. They
look in great shape.
VVS LAXMAN, SRH mentor

›

Dinesh Karthik is
better at closing
games as it stands right
now. After the World Cup I
would start introducing
Rishabh Pant.
SCOTT STYRIS, ex-Kiwi player

›

If it is a crucial match
like a quarter-final or a
semi-final, wicket-keeping
also matters. That’s the
only reason we went with
Karthik. Otherwise, Pant
was almost there.
MSK PRASAD, Chief selector

›

No @RishabPant777
in the World Cup
Squad ... India must be
bonkers !!!!!
M VAUGHAN, ex-England skipper

SHANKAR AT NO 4
Equally debatable is the choice
of Vijay Shankar for the No 4
spot. While Shankar was a
strong candidate for the allrounder’s spot, he has never
batted at No 4 in ODIs. In nine
ODIs, he has got 165 runs with a
highest of 46. He has played a
few good cameos but the role of
a No 4 often demands a long,
well-crafted and well-paced
innings.
Here too, the explanation
didn’t sound right.
“After that Champions trophy, we have tried quite a few
middle order batsmen, which
also includes Dinesh Karthik.
We also tried Shreyas Iyer and
Manish Pandey,” Prasad said.
“We did give a few more chances
to Rayudu. But what Vijay
Shankar offers is three-dimensional, apart from his batting he
can bowl. If the conditions are
overcast, which we might
encounter in England, he might
bowl a bit and he’s a fantastic
fielder. That’s the thing that
went in favour of him.”

NUMBERS BACK PANT, NOT DK
IPL data suggest Pant’s strike rate and survival chances are
better than Dinesh Karthik’s, who got the nod
Batsman

Balls Per Wicket

D Karthik

22.74

Strike Rate
130.52
163.39

R Pant

25.54

V Shankar

30.45

136.42

A Rayudu

26.49

128.97
KARTHIK SHASHIDHAR

Warner, Smith get a second chance with Australia WC squad
Rajesh Pansare
n

rajesh.pansare@htlive.com

HYDERABAD:DavidWarnerwasall
aboutexplosivebattingandlooking for an excuse to get in the ear
oftheopponent--foreverspoiling
for confrontation. Australian
cricket’sbadboythoughisachastened man a year after the balltampering scandal in South
Africaalmostdestroyedhisinternational career.
Theopener,havingjustended
a yearlong ban and worked to
ensure that the focus stayed
firmly on his batting form than
boorishbehaviour,is back inthe
Australiamixafter beingnamed
in the World Cup squad on Monday alongwith the other fallen
hero Steve Smith.
Warner2.0isnomoreconfrontational.InsevenIPLmatches,all
his aggression has been channelled through batting. The left-

handed batsman was told to
prove his form in IPL, and he has
done that in style. The Sunrisers
Hyderabad player has scored a
match-winning century against
Royal Challengers Bangalore as
well as four half-centuries. Celebrations have been largely
muted, though Warner did produce the celebratory leap on
reaching the century.
He has fulfilled responsibilities without any fuss. He helped
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, the
stand-in skipper, and then Kane
Williamsonwithfieldplacements
when the Kiwi took over on Sunday. The Aussie was after all the
skipper when Sunrisers won the
title in 2016.
Even his appeals have been
tame. Against Mumbai Indians,
when keeper Jonny Bairstow,
while effecting the run out of
Ishan Kishan, exuberantly
uprooted the stumps, Warner at

TEAM
Aaron Finch (capt), Usman
Khawaja, David Warner, Steve
Smith, Shaun Marsh, Glenn
Maxwell, Marcus Stoinis, Alex
Carey, Pat Cummins, Mitchell
Starc, Jhye Richardson,
Nathan Coulter-Nile, Jason
Behrendorff, Nathan Lyon,
Adam Zampa.

slip calmed him down.
The fans at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium adore
him. The Aussie player gets the
loudestcheereverytimehetakes
the field.
“I’mfeelinggreat;I’mhittingthe
ball well. My job is to go out there
and score runs. The 12 months I
havebeenawayfromcricket(have)
kept me fresh,” Warner said on
Sunday, after the 39-run defeat

againstDelhiCapitals.
Teammates and support staff
believe Warner is at his best.
“He knows that he is playing
(with) the same attitude, with
extra fire. It is always good to
havehimintheteam,”saidBhuvneshwar.
Coach Tom Moody feels his
compatriot is at peace with himself. “He has come back full of
enthusiasm, determination and
withalottoprove.Thatthirst(for
success) certainly hasn’t been
withdrawn by any means,”
Moodysaidinarecentinterview.
Former South Africa captain
Graeme Smith though is still
skeptical.“WhereDavidhasbeen
throughouthiscareeristhathe’s
pisseda lotof peopleoff.He’sjust
that type of guy. It’s when he
starts to get bigger than everybodyelse thatprobablythe management needs to be ready for.
GuyslikeLangerandwhoeveris

captainingthesidegoingforward
needtoensuretheystayontopof
that and manage that space and
thategowell,”hetoldAustralian
radio a week ago.
Smith’s doubts reflect
Warner’spastrecord.Hehashad
numerousconfrontations,onand
off the field. The punch he threw
atJoeRootinabarinEnglandled
to his suspension from the 2013
Champions Trophy and two
Ashes Tests. Justbefore theballtampering scandal, he had an
altercation with South Africa
wicketkeeperQuintondeKockin
the Durban Test.
The ball-tampering saga and
the anger in Australia left many
doubtfulifWarnerandSmithwill
be back. Even he wasn’t sure
untilafewmonthsagoifhewould
return to the Australian fold.
Inhisfirstmediainteractionin
Marchlastyear,afterthescandal
broke, a contrite Warner con-

fessedhemaynevergettoplayfor
thenationalteam.“Inthebackof
mymind,Isupposethereisatiny
ray of hope that I may one day be
given the privilege of playing for
my country again, but I am
resignedthatthatmayneverhappen.Butinthecomingweeksand
months I’m going to look at how
this has happened and who I am
as a man. To be honest, I’m not
sure right now how I’ll do this. I
will seek advice and expertise to
help me make serious changes.”
Time away from the glare of
international cricket was spent
with the family and playing club
cricket and T20 leagues in
Canada,theCaribbeanandBangladesh.HewasalsoattheAustralia netsin Sydneybefore theTest
series against India.
Warnerhasalreadypiledup400
runsinsevenIPLmatchesthisseason.Hisbest--848runsin17games
–setin2016isnotoutofgrasp.

n

David Warner
has proved his
form in IPL.
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Boxer Amit to make 52kg debut at Asian C’ships
Saurabh Duggal
n

saurabh.duggal@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Amit Panghal, who won

gold in the 49kg category at last
year’s Jakarta Asian Games,
will be making his competitive
debut in the new weight class of
52kg at the Asian Championship
to be held in Bangkok, starting
April 19. Panghal decided to
shift to the new category after
49kg was dropped from the
Olympic programme last month
by AIBA, amateur boxing’s
world governing body.
“Compared to 49kg, more
power punching is involved in
52kg,” Panghal said. “So, in the
last couple of months, to

increase my strength, I have
included more weight training
in my schedule.”
Panghal said that his main
target is the World Championship in September, which is also
a qualifying event for the Olympics.
“The Asian meet will help me
in analysing my strength and
shortcomings in 52kg,” he said.
“But that doesn’t mean I am not
confident of winning a medal in
Bangkok.” After the AIBA’s
reshuffle, where they also
reduced the number of categories in men’s boxing in the
Olympics from 10 to eight, many
of India’s top boxers are shifting
up and down the weight divi-

sions.
This includes the seasoned
Shiva Thapa (60kg) — eyeing his
fourth successive medal in the
Asian Championship — who
will be moving to 63kg after the
Bangkok meet. For chief
national coach CA Kuttappa,
Asian Championship will be his
first major tournament.
“We have comparatively a
young team and for most of the
team members it will be a good
opportunity to prove their
worth,” said Kuttappa.
“The Asian Championship is
quite competitive in the lower
weight divisions and most of the
Olympic medals in these divisions come from Asia.”

›

Compared to 49kg,
more power punching
is involved in 52kg. So,
in the last couple of
months, to increase
my strength, I have
included more weight
training in my schedule
AMIT PANGHAL, boxer

n

Amit Panghal won gold at the
2018 Asian Games in Jakarta.
PTI
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AIFF body prefers
Jorge for TD’s post
KOLKATA: Portuguese Jorge Castelo, 57, emerged front-runner to
be India’s next technical director
with the caveat that the former
Benfica assistant manager agrees
to a lower salary. Castelo’s CV
was among those given to the
technical committee of All India
Football Federation (AIFF),
which met in New Delhi on Monday. Former India striker Shyam
Thapa is the chairman of the committee. The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) gives AIFF a
grant of around $100,000 (~69.36
lakh approximately) for the technical director. The AIFF is looking for a technical director within

that budget or a maximum of
$150,000 (nearly ~1.04 crore), said
a federation official requesting
anonymity because he is not
authorised to talk to the media.
The official couldn’t say what
Castelo is asking but said it was
above the budget. The AIFF will
speak to Castelo again, the official
said. Georgian Gaiosz Darsadze,
Doru Isac of Romania and former
technical director Scott O’Donnell are also in the fray. “We will
have a chat with all the shortlisted candidates. The process
will be completed within the next
fortnight,” Thapa was quoted in
HTC
an AIFF media release.

DOCTORS REQUIRED
IDST MAYO HOSPITAL ANDF DENTAL COLLEGE
REQUIRES HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL AS PER
FOLLOWING CREDENTIALS AT ITS HOSPITAL.
CONSULTANTS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF:

MBBS (RMO) RADIOLOGY
SKIN AND VD GYNECOLOGY
TEACHING STAFF IN THE DEPARTMENT OF:

GENERAL MEDICINE
PHYSIOLOGY
INTRESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SEND THEIR
CVS WITH ATTESTED COPIES OF PROFESSIONALS
CERTIFICATES THROUGH E-MAIL/POST LATEST
BY 25TH OF JUNE, ADDRESSED TO PRINCIPAL,
INSTITUE OF DENTAL STUDIES AND TECHNOLOGIES
MODINAGAR, GHAZIABAD 201204, UTTAR PRADESH.
FOR DETAILS CONTACT: DR. SIDDHARTH SHARMA
Tel: 08449711767, 07983572653, 7895068886
E-Mail: idst@mail.com, doctorsid505050@gmail.com,
DELHI-MEERUT ROAD, KADRABAD MODINAGAR GHAZIABAD
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Nicklausbackinsight,newjourneybegins
THE GREAT RETURN Tiger Woods hit rock bottom and overcame both a
wrecked body and a battered mind to pull off one of golf’s greatest victories
Joy Chakravarty
sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

WOODS GAINING
LOST GROUND

AUGUSTA(USA): Pointing his putter

n

Tiger Woods embraces his daughter Sam Alexis as son Charlie Axel (partly hidden) and mother Kultida (left) look on.

REUTERS

thetwitterati
Serena Williams
I am literally in tears watching
@TigerWoods this is Greatness like
no other. Knowing all you have
been through physically to come
back and do what you just did
today? Wow Congrats a million
times! I am so inspired thank you
buddy.

Rory McIlroy
Very few people really know what
@TigerWoods has been thru to get
back to this point. So cool seeing
him with Tida, Sam, Charlie, Erica
and the rest of the team behind 18
green. Couldn’t be happier for him!
What a great day for golf!

Jack Nicklaus
There wasn’t any question in mind
after seeing Molinari hit the ball in
the water at 12, and Tiger put it on
the green. I said ‘tournament over’
It doesn’t make any difference what
anyone else is going to do. Somebody is going to make enough
mistakes and Tiger won’t make any.

Phil Mickelson
What a great moment for the game
of golf. I’m so impressed by @TigerWoods’ incredible performance.
Truly a special day that will go down
in history. Congratulations, Tiger!
#rematch (of $9mn challenge
match Tiger and he played last year
which Mickelson won)

to the sky like a bloodied sword,
Tiger Woods let out a massive
roar at the end of the Masters.
The 18th hole of Augusta
National Golf Club is a far cry
from a Roman Colosseum. The
patrons here only bay for good
golf. But on Sunday afternoon,
Woodswasalmostlikeagladiator
who just secured his freedom
after an intense battle.
En route to winning his 15th
major title, the 43-year-old
defeated a field full of talented
youngsters nearly half his age.
More importantly, he slayed the
self-doubtsthathadcreptintohis
mindafter a totalof six surgeries
on his back and knee.
The situation was so bad two
years ago at the Masters past
champions dinner, that he told
players he’d never play golf
again. A month later, he was
arrested for suspected driving
under influence, which later
turned out to be an addiction to
painkillers. He went to rehab.
Those were the days when
Woods hobbled around and
dreamt of being healthy enough
to be able to play with his kids.
Golf was nowhere on the radar.
Someofthegreatestcomeback
stories in sports have been
scripted when an athlete rediscovershiswilltowinafterhitting
rock bottom. Others are triumphsoverdebilitatingphysical
conditions. With Woods, it was a
double whammy of a wrecked
body and a battered mind.
But he did return to the game
last year and the comeback was
complete when he won the season-ending Tour Championship
in September. That was his 80th
title on the PGA Tour and came
againstanexclusivefield(justthe
top-30playersontheFedExCup).
However, doubts lingered about
his mental strength. Woods was
in contention at the Open ChampionshipandthePGAChampionship, the last two majors of 2018,
but failed to add to his majors
tally.
Woods, who improved to No6
in the world rankings, said: “It
helped that I was in the mix. It
(leading at the Masters) didn’t

Hardik charge takes MI past RCB

The resurrection is complete.
Now, the run in red for golf’s
most prized record, one that
has stood since 1986, resumes.
But in order to match Jack
Nicklaus, the 43-year-old
Woods will have to do
something that Nicklaus
could not: win four Majors
while being above 40.
Nicklaus won three of his 18
Majors in his 40s. Two of them
came the year he turned 40,
the third at 46. Till Major 14,
Woods either matched or
bettered Nicklaus in age.
Since 1997, when Woods won
his first Major, only nine of 83
Majors, or 11%, have been won
by 40+ players. The oldest
winners were all aged 43: Phil
Mickelson, Darren Clarke and,
now, Woods. And only two,
Mickelson and Mark O’Meara,
won twice in their 40s.
Although it’s still early in 2019,
for the first time in six years,
he has finished in the top 10 in
at least half the tournaments
he has played in. It’s still off
the 70% and above he was
averaging in his prime, but
Woods is on the move.
HOWINDIALIVES.COM

feel unfamiliar because I had the
lead at the Open Championship.
Itwouldbesomethingdifferentif
Ididn’thavetheleadfrom2005to
now.
“I just kept saying, I’ve been
here,it wasn’tthatlongago. Just
go ahead and just keep playing
your game, keep plodding along
andkeepdoingallthelittlethings
correctly.”
The discussions around
Woods will now shift from ‘Will
he ever get to 15?’ to ‘When does
he match Jack Nicklaus’ record
of 18?’ Going by what was on display at the Masters, reaching 18
seems like a distinct possibility.
PERFECT BACK NINE
It is often said that the Masters
truly starts at the back nine on
Sunday. Woods, after an errant
drive on the 11th hole, rarely
made any mistake. On the other

n

ankit.singh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: With four clean but bru-

tal hits, Hardik Pandya pushed
RoyalChallengersBangaloreon
theprecipiceofanembarrassing
IPL exit as they slumped to their
seventh win in eight matches.
Pawan Negi was given the ball
with Mumbai Indians requiring
22 off 12.Hardik’s firstattemptat
clearingtheparkwasaswingand
miss but he connected the next
four, clubbing Negi for a six over
long-on,twofoursthroughextracover and midwicket before
clearing the long-on boundary
again. Mumbai Indians won by
fivewicketswithanovertospare.
On most summer days, an
Indian Premier League (IPL)
matchisthehighlightofacricket
discussion. But with the BCCI
announcing a 15-member India
squadfortheWorldCupMonday
afternoon,this gamerantherisk
ofbecomingafootnote.Pandya’s
innings however lit up the night
as 35,000 spectators at the Wankhede Stadium were treated to a
double treat after a vintage
51-ball75fromABdeVilliersthat
had taken RCB to 171 for seven.
Butthetotallookedlessthreatening once Mumbai Indians’
openingpairofRohitSharmaand
Quinton de Kock put on 70 in 7.1
overs. Both fell in the same over
but Ishan Kishan’s breezy nineball21gaveMumbaienoughtime
to chase down the total.
Earlier,theSouthAfricanhad
come out to bat with RCB losing
skipper Virat Kohli in the third
over of the innings. He began by
weathering an over of high class
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Royals faced Kings XI Punjab,
skipper Ravichandran Ashwin
‘Mankading’JosButtlerwhipped
up a story, overshadowing the
victory in Jaipur.
The scars may still not be
healed as over the last few days
Ashwin has defended his action
and the RR opener said he had
askedthespinnerifthatishowhe
wanted to play the game.
It would be interesting to see
how the two protagonists
approach the return game here
on Tuesday. More than them,
both the side will have to prove
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MOHALI:The last time Rajasthan

Team P

Updated till MI v RCB match

by Jasprit Bumrah who hit an
unplayable length in his first
over, making de Villiers look all
atseaagainsttheincomingdeliveries.Hefinallygotgoingwiththe
introductionofleg-spinnerRahul
Chahar who he swept for a
boundary. Though he hit a topedged six off Hardik Pandya, de
Villiers’ battles with Lasith
Malinga and Bumrah — two of
thebestdeathbowlers—werethe
mostentertaining.Malinga,who
returnedtothesideaftermissing
a few games due to his commitments in Sri Lanka’s provincial
domestic ODI tournament,
returnedhisbestfigures–4/31—
this season. His three wickets in
the last over of the innings were
thereasonMumbaicouldrestrict
the visitors below 180.
Before that though de Villiers
hadtakenalikingtohisbowling,
clobbering a monstrous six off
him over the square-leg fence in
the15thover.Theshotthatstood
out though was the one wherehe
went down on his knee and
scooped Malinga over the long-

n

RCB’s AB de Villiers top scored with 75 off 51 balls hitting six fours and four sixes.

legfence.The35-year-oldshowed
similar class against Bumrah as
well when in the 19th over, he
carved a yorker through covers.
He got ample support from
England’s Moeen Ali who too hit
some lusty blows on his way to a
32-ball 50.
MIhadwonthetossandasked
Mumbai Indians to bat. Jason
Behrendorff, who was named in
Australia’s 15-member World
CupsquadearlyonMonday,celebrated it by accounting for the
Indiaskippercheaply.Thelanky
pacer, who has a knack of taking
wickets up front, got the ball to
rise from a good length spot and
find the insideedge ofKohli’sbat
in his second over.

WOODS IS GETTING BACK IN RECKONING
Top 10 finishes as % of tournaments played
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hand, his rivals fell by the wayside (both Francesco Molinari
and Brooks Koepka found water
on the 12th hole for double
bogeys), and others could not
make a last crucial birdie that
could have given Woods some
anxious moments.
What used to be his biggest
bugbearbecamethecornerstone
ofWoods’successattheMasters.
He drove the ball splendidly and
wasalsoshapinghisshotsaswill.
HeledthecriticalGreensinRegulation stats, which is a good indication that he is hitting his irons
well,too.Theonlysuspectareain
his game right now is his putting
from the four-10 feet range.
It also felt like the old Tiger
because he revealed he had been
preparing for nearly six months
with the Masters in his mind.
That’s what Woods did when he
dominated—obsessed on the

majors.
“I just felt so prepared coming
intothisevent.Thisyear,myfinishes don’t really reflect it, but I
wasstartingtoshapethegolfball
thewaythatIknowIcan,whichI
needed for this week,” said
Woods. “Prep for the Masters
startedsixmonthsago…justtrying to make sure I get ready to
peak for this one week, and I did.
I kept doing all the little things
correctly. Missed the ball in the
correct spots and if I was out of
position, so be it. I took my bogey
and moved on. I had no doubles
this week.”
ThePGAChampionshipisthe
nextmajortobeplayedMay16-19
at Bethpage Black course near
New York. It is a course where
Woods has had prior success
(2002USOpen)andwithhisconfidence level and form, he will be a
favourite to make it two-in-two.

Ashwin, Buttler meet after row
n

Ankit Kumar Singh

MAJOR RUN: WOODS VS NICKLAUS
Tiger Woods (1997-till date) 15 Majors
Jack Nicklaus (1962-1986) 18 Majors
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n

their mettle. KXIP are lying fifth
in the points table, a slot below
thecut-offforplay-off,whileRoyals are seventh, only above bottom-placed Royal Challengers
Bangalore.
RajasthanRoyalscominginto
thegamehavingbeatenMumbai
Indians. KXIP lost the last two
andwouldbeseekingtoimprove
their game all-round. Against
RCB in the last game, Chris
Gayle’s 99 runswas the onlysavinggraceinwhatturnedouttobe
a poor result at home for KXIP.
Kings XI, however, will hope
KL Rahul and Mayank Agarwal
fire at the top and back Gayle.
Their middle order has been
scratchy, but top-order runs can

give them the buffer they need.
In the bowling department,
Mohammed Shami and Ashwin
will have to deliver if they are to
stopButtler,SteveSmithandBen
Stokes. Ajinkya Rahane’s captaincyisunderthescannerdueto
poor results, and one change
could be the inclusion of Australian all-rounder Ashton Turner
in the playing eleven.
Last month, Turner, caused
ripples with his match-winning
84 in Mohali as Australia chased
down a record target of 359 to
level the ODI series, which the
visitorswentontowin.However,
itwouldbeatoughcallasRRwill
have to drop one of the four foreign players to include Turner.

PTI

scorecard
n

Royal Challengers Bangalore

P Patel c Yadav b Hardik
28 (20)
V Kohli c de Kock b B’dorff
8 (9)
AB de Villiers run out
75 (51)
M Ali c Hardik b Malinga
50 (32)
M Stoinis c Rohit b Malinga 0 (2)
A Nath c de Kock b Malinga 2 (3)
P Negi c de Kock b Malinga 0 (2)
U Yadav not out
0 (1)
M Siraj not out
0 (0)
n Extras (b 2, lb 5, w 1)
8
n Total (for 7 wkts, 20 ovs)
171
n FoW: 1-12, 2-49, 3-144, 4-151,
5-169, 6-169, 7-169.
n Bowling: Behrendorff 4-0-49-1,
Malinga 4-0-31-4, Bumrah 4-122-0, Hardik 3-0-21-1, R Chahar

4-0-31-0, Krunal 1-0-10-0.
n

Mumbai Indians

R Sharma b Ali
28 (19)
Q de Kock lbw Ali
40 (26)
S Yadav c Saini b Chahal
29 (23)
I Kishan st Patel b Chahal
21 (9)
Krunal c sub b Siraj
11 (21)
Hardik not out
37 (16)
K Pollard not out
0 (0)
n Extras (w 6)
6
n Total (for 5 wkts, 19 ovs)
172
n FoW: 1-70, 2-71, 3-104, 4-129,5-148
n Bowling: Umesh 2-0-25-0, Saini
3-0-34-0, Siraj 2-0-21-1, Chahal
4-0-27-2, Negi 4-0-47-0, Ali
4-0-18-2.

Neeraj could miss Diamond League too
HT Correspondent
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SONEPAT: India’s star javelin

n

Neeraj Chopra is the national javelin record holder.

PTI

thrower Neeraj Chopra, who has
injured his elbow, will not return
to competition anytime soon.
“It will take another week to
assess whether he needs surgery
or active rest to recover from
elbow injury he sustained last
week during a training session at
Patiala,” said chief national
coach Uwe Hohn on Monday.
The German expert said there
are two options at the moment —
either go for surgery or recover
through rehabilitation. He consulted medical experts in Chandigarh on Monday but will take a

NEERAJ WILL SKIP THE
DOHA ASIAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND
COULD ALSO MISS
DIAMOND LEAGUE DUE
TO INJURY
final call after a second opinion.
Neeraj will skip the Doha
Asian Championships, starting
April 21.
He could also miss international events including the DiamondLeagueinMayandJuneas
the injury will take time to
recover, Hohn said on the sidelines of National Javelin Throw

Championships here.
YET TO START
Neeraj is yet to start his 2019
campaign and Doha was supposed to be his first international
competition.
Since he was training in South
Africa to prepare for the Asian
meet, he was exempted from the
Federation Cup held in March
15-18 at Patiala. It also acted as a
qualifying event for the Asian
meet.
Hohn said Neeraj was on the
right track to surpass his personal best of 88.06m, a national
record set last year on his way to
winning the Asian Games title in
Jakarta.
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

PHOTO: AFP

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS
hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

W

Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

Pooja Sharma

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR
Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi
ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

EC’s celeb ambassadors are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg

he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com
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feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

PHOTO: SONU
MEHTA/HT

Hima Das (above)
and Manika Batra
(right) are urging
people to vote in
Assam and Delhi,
respectively
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
HIMA_MON_JAI

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULy 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULy 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:05AM
12:35PM 01:15PM 03:05PM 03:45PM
05:35PM 06:15PM 08:05PM
08:40PM 10:35PM 11:15 M
Kesari 10:25AM 05:45AM
Hellboy (A) Hindi 10:35AM
03:25PM Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
12:55PM 11:05PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 08:35 M

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
12:00PM 02:45PM 05:30PM 08:15PM
10:10PM 11:00PM
Hellboy (A) English 10:00AM
03:20PM 08:15PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:20AM
04:25PM
Shazam! English 12:30PM
Kesari 01:20PM
Pet Sematary (A) English 06:00PM
10:55PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 07:25PM

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originallY titled Boeing Boeing, and AkshaY
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

F H TO R
H M TIS
EIQ UT Y
EILRSH
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA
2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

ZerogoestoBeijingfilmfest

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

Sneha Mahadevan

Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.

anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”
At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the

Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

HANNA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.
Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

We are not makers of _______. We are made bY _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Shah Rukh
Khan and
Katrina
Kaif in
Zero

A

Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
10:55AM 11:50AM 12:45PM 01:40PM
02:35PM 03:30PM 04:25PM
05:20PM 06:15PM 07:10PM
08:05PM 09:00PM 09:55PM
10:50PM 11:45PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
04:05PM 11:50PM
Hellboy (A) English 10:05AM
06:25PM 11:55PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi 11:00AM
Paharganj (A) 11:20AM
Dumbo (3D) English 12:50PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 01:05PM
03:35PM
Albert Pinto Ko Gussa Kyun Aata
Hai? (A) 01:50PM 09:35PM
Kesari 01:50 PM 10:45PM
The Tashkent Files 03:55PM
09:30PM
Shazam! English 05:05PM
Five Feet Apart English 07:00PM
Free Solo English 07:10PM
Badla 08:05PM
Pet Sematary (A) English 09:10PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Pet Sematary (A) (4DX) English
10:00AM 06:10PM
Hellboy (A) (4DX) English 12:25PM
08:35PM
Shazam! (4DX) English 03:10PM
11:20PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
11:00AM 12:15PM 01:45PM 03:00PM
04:30PM 05:45PM 07:15PM
08:30PM 10:00PM 11:15PM
Hellboy (A) Hindi 09:40AM 03:15PM
08:50PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 10:30AM
06:00PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi 12:25PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 01:20PM
10:40PM
Kesari 04:25PM
Shazam! English 07:40PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
10:00AM 11:45AM 12:05PM 12:35PM
02:40PM 03:10PM 05:15PM 05:45PM
07:50PM 08:20PM 10:30PM 11:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
05:10PM 10:40PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 07:40 PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:45AM
04:15PM 09:45PM
Hellboy (A) English 01:30PM
07:00PM

two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Hellboy (A) English 09:00AM
02:50PM 05:35PM 08:20PM 11:05PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
09:50AM 10:40AM 11:45AM 12:35PM
01:25PM 02:30PM 03:20PM 05:15PM
06:05PM 06:55PM 08:00PM
08:50PM 10:45PM 11:35PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
03:05PM 08:35PM 11:25PM
Pet Sematary (A) English 9:20AM
02:40PM 08:05PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:45AM

04:45PM 10:55PM
The Tashkent Files 11:45AM
07:50PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi 11:50AM
Kesari 11:50AM 09:40PM
Blackboard VS Whiteboard
01:50PM
Paharganj (A) 04:10PM
Shazam! English 05:05PM 10:30PM
Badla 05:55PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:15AM
11:15AM 01:00PM 02:00PM 03:45PM
04:45PM 06:30PM 07:30PM09:15PM
10:15PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Kesari 09:00AM 08:00PM
Hellboy (A) English 09:10AM
02:20PM 05:25PM 11:05PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
10:30AM 11:40AM 12:00PM 01:15PM
02:45PM 04:00PM 05:30PM
06:45PM 08:15PM 09:30PM 11:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 09:40AM
02:40PM 08:20PM
Guddiyan Patole Punjabi 11:55AM
Romeo Akbar Walter 12:15PM
11:05PM
Shazam! English 03:15PM
The Tashkent Files 05:00PM
08:05PM
Pet Sematary (A) English 06:05PM
11:05PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
09:30AM 10:00AM 11:30AM 12:30PM
02:00PM 03:00PM 04:30PM
05:00PM 05:30PM 07:00PM
08:00PM 09:30PM 10:30PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 09:40AM
05:00PM
Paharganj (A) 12:00PM
Hellboy (A) Hindi 12:10PM 02:30PM
07:30PM 10:00PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 02:15PM
10:25PM
Kesari 07:30PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
10:20AM 12:00PM 01:35PM 02:45PM
04:10PM 05:30PM 07:00PM
08:15PM 09:55PM 11:00PM
The Tashkent Files 10:10AM
01:05PM 06:50PM
Kesari 10:30AM 07:05PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 01:15PM
09:40PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 04:15PM
Shazam! Hindi 04:15PM 10:10PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Hellboy (A) Hindi 09:20AM
02:35PM 08:10PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:20AM
10:00AM 12:00PM 12:45PM
02:40PM 03:30PM 05:25PM
06:15PM 08:10PM 09:00PM
10:00PM 10:55PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:05AM
07:00PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 11:55AM
Shazam! Hindi 01:05PM
Kesari 03:55PM 10:45PM
Madhuraraja Malayalam
05:10PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
11:05AM 12:30PM 01:30PM 03:00PM
04:00PM 05:35PM 06:30PM
08:10PM 09:00PM 10:45PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:35AM
04:15PM 10:00PM
Kesari 01:20PM 07:05PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
12:30PM 02:00PM 03:00PM
04:30PM 05:30PM 07:00PM
08:00PM 10:00PM
Pet Sematary (A) English 10:15AM
07:50PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 11:00AM
09:30PM
The Tashkent Files 12:15PM
Hellboy (A) English 03:00PM
10:15PM
Kesari 05:15PM

Aanand L Rai
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WHAT’STHENEED OF THEHOUR?
With the Lok Sabha elections
ongoing, television celebrities talk
about their hopes and aspirations
p
Kavita Awaasthi

KRISHNA BHARADWAJ
Every time a politician makes
new claims, we trust him/her
and give them our vote. It’s
very rare th
that the said claims
have been matched by
realistic acttion. So, I believe

that our right to vote has
lost its importance
in the real world. I think we
should not expect much
from politicians because
they hardly live up to our
expectations.

he General elections
are here and this
time — like always
— there are heated
debates about politics
in the country. Other
than discussions, there
are also certain
expectations that every
citizen has. Here, we speak
to a few TV celebrities who
share their views about
what they hope for.

T

n

MOHAMMAD NAZIM
I feel that ‘every vote
counts’ has become only a
saying now. Most of the
people don’t even go to
vote as they don’t expect
much from our politicians.
A lot of changes need to
be brought in the country.
The situation of the
middle class has always
been
overlooked
by
politicians.

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.co

m

ROHITASHV GOUR
SHASHANK VYAS

For any person, the basic
problems are roti, kapda aur
makaan. Among other things,

I personally believe that
the elections bring with it
tonnes of exaggerated
claims made by politicians
which are hardly fulfilled.
Also, now, with the social
media boom, there is a lot
of buzz about such things.
I want my country to be a
place where every citizen
can live happily.

ForAjay,
#equalpayis
abouttalent
andhardwork,
notgender

OHITT PUROHIT
expect the
oliticians to
ring
ustainable
u
hange in the
country. I vote
every
election. I
believe that
veryone
v
ho
ould vote as
’s tthe right of a
tize
en, and
obody
y can prevent
u from voting.

jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at
the same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a
person is putting in all the
effort, it’s also important that
he or she get the right
remuneration. We do follow
that while working on a
project,” Ajay says.
He explains further that
this cannot be a gender issue.
“It has nothing to with male
or female. Whoever is
working harder and better
should get his or her rightful
due. I think we should stop
seeing everything through
such biases. There are times
when even two (male) actors
don’t get same payment,”
adds the actor, who was last
seen in the action comedy

A

PHOTO: JASJEET
PLAHA/HT

t won’t be wrong to say that
last year’s Andhadhun
turned out to be one of the
most well received films
which was loved by audiences
and critics alike. And the
film’s victory run continues,
albeit now in global markets.
The Sriram Raghavan
directorial, which has crossed
₹180 crore within 12 days at
the Chinese box office, also
got a standing ovation at the
prestigious Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles
(IFFLA) in USA, where
it was screened as the
opening film.
“Makers are absolutely
kicked with the response that
they have got in China where
it released under the title, The
Piano Player.”
“They are also elated
because trade observers feel
that the film could cross the
₹250 crore mark as well. And
now, the icing on the cake has
been the standing ovation at
IFFLA in the presence of
Tabu, Sriram and producer
Sanjay Routray,” says an
insider.
A few days back,
Andhadhun had also
emerged as the

GURMEET’S
NEW
ADVENTURE
Kavita Awaasthi
urmeet Choudhary, who
has been part of reality
shows such as Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi, is now making his
debut on an OTT platform with
a reality show. “I have been a
part of dance and action reality
shows on TV. The OTT
platform is growing rapidly in
India and it’s reach is huge,”
says the Paltan (2018) actor,

G

Pooja Sharma
hat Bipasha Basu Singh
Grover is a fitness
enthusiast is common
knowledge. With three
successful fitness DVDs, the
actor has inspired people to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.
Seeing her unflinching
passion for fitness, the actor
has been approached by a
college in Kolkata (West
Bengal) to deliver a session on
guiding the youth to
incorporate fitness in their
routine and lead healthy lives.
“Spearheaded by Bipasha, the
session will see a panel of
fitness trainers, nutritionists
and psychologists. The points
of discussion will be immunity
against ailments, exercising
right, staying active, taking
care of the nutritional
requirements of the body and
most importantly loving
yourself,” a source informs.
Bipasha will be in
conversation with the
students of the college and will
shed light on eating disorders,
diet and weight management.
“It’s important to understand
the psychology of the youth.
Most of them have a
conflicting sense of self and
are constantly in search of
validation. Young girls and
boys think fitness is just about
an enviable figure/physique.
We wanted someone with
indomitable knowledge to
address the youth. We are glad
Bipasha agreed to make time
for this,” says a source from
the college. “Being a Bengali,
Bipasha adores the city
(Kolkata). She was excited at
the opportunity to interact
with the students and happily
adjusted her schedule to
accommodate the session,”
says a source close to the
actor.
Bipasha says, “It is

T

It is important to take
time out to work out
and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I
make sure I don’t skip
it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people
to follow the same.
BIPASHA BASU SINGH
GROVER, ACTOR
important to take time out to
work out and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I make sure I
don’t skip it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people to
follow the same.”

I

Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multistarrer and the actor shares
that he enjoys working on
such fun comedies which the
entire family can watch. He
also praised the director of
the film, Indra Kumar, and
says that he would like to
work with him again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of
humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he
was an actor himself also
helps. When you work with
him, he makes sure that you
enjoy your work and by the
end of it you won’t even
realise when you have
finished shooting,” says the
Son of Sardaar (2007) actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

Bipasha to address
the youth on fitness

Global success for Sriram’s film Andhadhun

Ajay Devgn

Talking about equal remuneration
in films, Ajay Devgn says we need
to see beyond gender biases
Shreya Mukherjee

I expect equal treatment for
every citizen. Also, our
politicians should work
towards the betterment of
India.

I think politicians
shouldn’t just
talk about what
they want to
do for the
country.
Instead they
should just
go ahead
and do it for
us to see.
There are a
lot of key
areas which
have always
been
overlooked
by our
politicians.

TINAA DATTAA
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highest-rated Indian film
of 2018 on IMDb.
When contacted, Sriram
says about his film’s
successful run in China:
“What can I say? We had no
idea that our little
‘experimental film’ would
travel so much. I feel
‘experimental’ doesn’t mean
‘no fun.’

As far as I know, its being
screened in both subtitled and
dubbed versions. My team is
super thrilled.”
An excited Routray adds:
“This April has been
especially exciting for all of
us. On the one hand, our film

has raked in ₹180 crore at the
Chinese box office. And now,
it has received a standing
ovation at IFFLA. We are
overjoyed that our film is
being celebrated across the
world now.”

Prashant Singh

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

adding, “I love doing reality
shows because I can be myself
in such formats. My fans get
the opportunity to see the real
me and not me performing a
character. It also gives me the
opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get
to do usually including stunts
and dance.”
Gurmeet is looking forward
to shooting the adventure
reality show which will feature
not just actors, but
professionals from different
fields too, including business
and sports. The actor admits
that reality show has affected
his career in a “very positive
manner”. He says, “They have
played a huge role in my
career. Shows like Jhalak

Gurmeet Choudhary
is making his debut
on an OTT platform
with a reality show

Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi have added to my
growth and helped me get
where I am today. Reality
shows also introduced me to
newer audiences, ones that
don’t watch TV serials or films
on a regular basis.”
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HOWTOHAVE A VEGAN EASTER
Easter feasting can get tricky for
vegans. However, stocking up on
these ingredients can help you sail
through the festivities
Susan Jose
aster, like all festivals, is
time for families to come
together and celebrate
with a feast. But what
makes Easter a little different
is that people look forward to
gorging on delicacies after
their 40-day fasting during the
Lent. So, when it comes to
food, no one wants to leave
any stone unturned. And
these days, with many
preferring a healthier
approach, the traditional
Easter buffet is inclusive of
low- and no-sugar as well as
vegan dishes.
lia, nutritionist
t iti i t
Janvi Chitali
and founder att Body Cocoon,
has shortlisted
d seven
ingredients that will help
an and
prepare a vega
diabetes-friend
dly
spread.

E

n

CASHEWS/CASHEW
BUTTER:
Cashew nuts are a rich
source of vitamin K and
minerals including, iron,
zinc, phosphorus and
magnesium. They make a
great base and can be
used in butter form along
with chocolate for making
pancakes, macaroons,
Easter bunnies, etc. The
nut promotes heart
health, increases energy,
boosts brain function,
supports bone and blood
h lh
health.

PISTA
They are an excellent
source of vitamin B6, rich
in minerals such as
phosphorus and copper,
and also contain proteins.
They are a great addition
to the marzipan base
alongside almonds. They
boost brain health, help in
regulating blood sugar
and aid w
weight
i ht loss.

susan.jose@htlive.com
m
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ALMOND MILK,
FLOUR AND BUTTER:
Almonds contain proteins,
healthy fats, minerals,
carbohydrates and fibre.
This nut is one of the
richest sources of vitamin
E. It is a good option,
especially, to make
marzipan paste and to be
added in as a replacement
of milk in the preparation
of Easter egg.
Almond flour can be
made at home. Soak a few
almonds in water
overnight for five to six
hours. Then peel them
and grind them to make a
powder.
It promotes heart health,
lowers low-density
lipoprotein (LDL)
cholesterol, helps in
having strong bones and
teeth, and aids weight
loss.

They are a goo
natural sweetening agent
instead of any other form of
sugar. They can be used in
liquid or powder form for

. Also,
p is
etter for maintaining the
consistency of desserts. Dates
are a rich source of iron and
fibre, and support
cardiovascular health and aid
digestion.

CCOCONUT
W proteins, fibre,
With
ccarbohydrates, and plenty
of copper and manganese,
o
coconut is also a popular
source of vegan protein.
Coconut is also a source of
vegan milk. Also, grinded
coconut powder is used to
dust over macaroons or
even make the base of
pancakes, carrot cakes an
other treats. It supports
weight loss, improves
mental function, boosts
immunity and helps
reverse candida
overgrowth.

Raw cacao is an excellent
source of manganese,
proteins, vitamin E,
copper, fibre, folate,
magnesium, niacin
magnesium
niacin,
phosphorus and thiamine.
It gives the cacao a bitter
taste and can be used as a
healthy option due to its
low sugar content. It can
be used to make a base of
brownies and chocolate
eggs. It promotes heart
health, supports
neurological health and
reduces inflammation.

NO BAKE CARROT
AND NUT
EASTER EGGS
Ingredients
⅓ cup flaked almonds, ½
cup dates, 1 cup grated
carrots, ½ cup oats, ⅓ cup
desiccated coconut, 1
d
te
easpoon cinnamon
powder, ½ teaspoon
p
vanilla essence, ⅓ cup
v
se
esame seeds
Method
M
n Grate the carrots
n Put dates and almonds
in a food processor and
process till a sticky mix
forms
n Remove in a bowl and
add grated carrots, oats,
sesame seeds, cinnamon
powder and vanilla
essence. Knead to form a
dough
n Form about 12 to 15 small
eggs. Sprinkle the
outside with coconut
and enjoy.
Health benefits:
H
“C
Carrots are rich in
vitamins and minerals,
v
and dates are rich in
aantioxidants, which are
good for health. It is also
high in vitamins, minerals
and fibre. It is the same
with oats, which is also
rich in minerals and fibre.
Sesame seeds are a high
source of calcium and iron
too. This recipe is vegan
and without any added
sugar, so it can be
consumed by diabetics,
too, but in limited
quantities,” says Manish
Khanna,
ha
chef and partner,
nie Point.
nt.

PEANUTS AND
PEANUT BUTTER
Peanuts are a powerhouse
of manganese, proteins,
vitamin E, copper, fibre,
folate, magnesium, niacin,
phosphorus, thiamine,
apart from containing
fibre and carbs. They help
improve memory and are
full of good fats that keep
the heart healthy.

HEALTH WISDOM

Food for better memory power
Having fresh
fruits and
vegetables
boost brain
health
PHOTO: ISTOCK

Anjali Mukerjee
re you among those who
tend to forget their specs,
leave behind their
wallets, fail to recall names or
forget to pass on telephone
messages? You may wonder
what it is — absentmindedness, a bout of
amnesia, or memory loss?
Distraction, lethargy,
dizziness, a ringing in
the ears, headaches
and emotional
disturbances like
anxiety and
depression
are some
other

A

signs of a failing memory.
However, you don’t need to
despair or go for medical
treatment, unless the
problem is severe. Your
memory can effectively be
improved and sharpened with
the right lifestyle choices and
a basic knowledge of memoryenhancing strategies.
While the heart’s job is to
pump blood to the body’s
cells, the brain’s primary
function is to be able to
communicate with its own
cells. The more numerous
and healthy the brain cell
connections are, the faster the
signals can go back and forth
and the better the mind and
the memory will work. The
quality of the diet you eat has
a huge effect on your brain
health and function.
The same poor
lifestyle
choices and

improper food preferences
that lead to major health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, heart diseases and
cancer are also detrimental to
the brain.
A well-balanced diet
consisting of whole grains, a
wide variety of colourful
fresh fruits and vegetables,
and moderate amounts of
lean protein with the right
fats are key to a healthy
brain. Here are a few tips to
combat memory problems:
n Research suggests that
increasing intake of certain
B vitamins, especially B6
and B12 can help enhance
memory abilities
n Exercise regularly as when
you exercise, blood flow to
your entire body increases,
making you feel alert and
energetic. Exercising is also
a good stress-buster. Under
stress, the brain releases
certain chemicals which
prevent glucose from
entering brain cells and
without a steady supply of
glucose, the brain cannot
function at its best
n Research reveals that
gingko, the oldest living tree
species, has a promising
effect on a wide range of
problems related to memory
loss and impaired mental
functioning. It improves
overall mental health,
decision-making abilities
and controls anxiety.
Packed with
antioxidants such as
flavonoids, gingko
strengthens the
capillaries
and
boost

s blood circulation. Thus,
you get more oxygen, more
energy and better efficiency
n Another herb called ginseng
helps to increase memory,
learning ability and mental
functioning. It also helps
control the release of
cortisol, which is a stress
hormone. Too much cortisol
(produced under stress) can
damage brain cells
n Magnesium, often described
as an anti-stress mineral,
plays an important role in
learning and memory.
Magnesium is also vital for
the production and transfer
of nerve impulses, in muscle
contraction and relaxation,
in protein synthesis, and in
many biochemical
reactions, which aid in
improving memory.
Increase your dietary
intake of magnesium (green
leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole grains, soybeans,
milk and seafood) to ensure
that you are getting
adequate levels for
optimum functioning.
n Balance your lifestyle.
Although supplements will
help your brain think and
function better, a healthy
lifestyle is essential. Battle
the demands of the hectic
pace of your life by
practising meditation, yoga
and breathing exercises.
Also, don’t compromise on
your eight-hours-a-day
sleeping pattern to keep
your brain charged.
Keeping the brain nimble
through puzzles, riddles,
and other brain-challenging
exercises and activities
such as board games, chess,
etc. helps build new
connections between brain
cells and strengthen those
that already exist.

Eatless,workmore
andcribless:Abhinav
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR
Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.
One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.

It really makes a
lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock climbing,
washing my

car and riding my bike. I
consider all of this a part
of my physical
activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really
depends. When we trek
or go outdoors, a mini
meal can be peanuts
and jaggery.
Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as
part of a reality
show where I
have had to eat
snails too, just to
survive!
A diet plan that always works for
you?
Eat only when you are hungry.
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WEATHER
Tue 16

Wed 17

Cloudy

Rain

Max

Max

Min

Min

33°c

32°c

22°c

Thu 18

Sunset
Tuesday at
6:50pm
Sunrise
Wednesday at
5:54am

Rain
Max

34°c

19°c

Min

Humidity
Max: 63%
Min: 23%

19°c

DEMOCRACY UNTESTED
WILL IT BE
KIRRON KHER
AGAIN OR NOT? ACUTE SHORTAGE

SHAMI’S
WORLD
CUP DREAM

CBSE DROPS CRITICAL CHAPTERS ON DEMOCRACY AND
DIVERSITY IN CLASS 10 SOCIAL SCIENCE SYLLABUS >>p5

DELAY IN ANNOUNCEMENT OF BJP NOMINEE
HAS LED TO MUCH SPECULATION WITH
>>p3
NUMEROUS THEORIES BEING FLOATED

THE PACER IS IN THE FORM OF HIS
LIFE IN THE CURRENT IPL AND
WANTS TO CARRY IT INTO WC >>p6

CHANDIGARH’S GOVERNMENT CLINICS ARE RUNNING OUT
>>p2
OF ANTI-RABIES VACCINE

Yesterday’s temp: Max 37.5°C Min 21.2°C

tricityalert
POWER
CHANDIGARH:
Power supply will
remain suspended in parts
of Sector 48 and Ram Darbar,
Phase 2, from 10am to 4pm on
Tuesday.

shortstories
RAIN, WIND AHEAD
AFTER HOTTEST
DAY OF YEAR
CHANDIGARH : With the maximum temperature rising to 37.5°C
on Monday, the city recorded its
hottest day this year. However,
the weatherman has predicted
rain and strong winds on Tuesday
and Wednesday, which in fact
arrived late on Monday night. It is
expected to bring down the
temperature to 32°C.
››P2

21,000 voters deleted in
Mohali in past three years
MOHALI: Despite Mohali administration’s aggressive campaigning
for the enrolment of new voters,
only 20,000 new voters have been
added in the past five years. On
the other hand, 21,000 names
were deleted in three years. ››P3

debate of
the week
VOTER TURNOUT

WHY CAN’T
CHANDIGARH
DO BETTER?
Chandigarh registered a 74%
in the 2014 polls, which was
not as impressive as that of,
say Nagaland, with 88.6%.
What will it take to achieve
100% polling this time
around?
Send in your inputs in more
than 150 words to
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by April 19.

COP, Builder found hanging
Mohali police crack SIXLOOTTHRASH
CASH FROM
SHOP IN P’KULA from tree in Dera Bassi
down on illegal
immigration firms
HT Correspondent
n

IN A DAY 50 premises raided, documents being verified
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Police in a major crack-

down on immigration firms running illegally in Mohali raided 50
establishments across the district on Monday. The exercise
was carried out following a number of complaints received from
people duped on the pretext of
sending them abroad.
“Teams under 20 deputy
superintendents of police (DSPs)
conducted raids. We are in the
process of scanning the records of
these companies. Action will be
taken against those operating
illegally,” said HS Bhullar, senior
superintendent of police, Mohali.
Bhullar said he had been getting complaints from across Punjab as well as neighbouring states
against immigration firms operating in Mohali. “On an average,
I receive 10 such complaints
daily, which are marked to various police stations. These are in
addition to the complaints lodged
directly at the police stations.”
5 LANDLORDS BOOKED
Five people have been booked
under Section 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant) of the Indian
Penal Code for renting out their
properties to immigration consultants without tenant verification. Investigations revealed that
most consultants were operating
from rented accommodations,
said a senior cop.

CASES AGAINST FIRMS ON RISE
The number of cheating cases against immigration
firms operating in Mohali has seen a spike
2019
2015
2016

34

56
75

(so far)

388
435

2017
2018

WHAT MAKES MOHALI HUB OF FRAUD
■ Proximity to

■ Mushrooming

■ Presence of many

Chandigarh, which
attracts people
from neighbouring
states

of private
educational
institutes in the
district

institutes offering
IELTS training for
those aspiring to
migrate

700

264

145

Immigration
firms

Registered
(till Feb 2019)

Applications
under process

“The landlords neither get tenant verification done nor maintain proper documents, which
help these fly-by-night firms to
operate with impunity,” he said.
MODUS OPERANDI
An investigating official, who did
not want to be named, said these
firms take lump-sum payment
and then start harassing the clients. “In many cases, the applications are not even filed. Once a
police complaint is lodged, they
offer to pay back the money. The

money is paid in instalments,
which stop after some time. By
the time people approach police
again, the accused shut their offices and flee,” he said.
The Punjab Travel Professionals' Regulation Rules, 2013, make
it mandatory for all travel agents
or those running ticketing or consultancy business to register with
the government. The Act has a
provision for a maximum of
seven years of imprisonment and
fine up to ₹50,000 for any travel
agent who violates this law.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : A group of men on
Monday thrashed a Panchkula
Police head constable when he
arrived at Indira Colony in Sector 16 to break up a scuffle
between the accused and a shopkeeper. One of the attackers has
been arrested.
Head constable Amarjeet
Singh of the Sector 16 police post
had rushed to the spot after a call
was received at the police control
room (PCR).
Police said complainant Naseeb Kumar, who runs a shop,
alleged that he was assaulted by
six men, who also looted ₹9,200.
The accused, four of whom
have been identified as Diwakar
Tiwari, Monu, Harkesh and
Sonu, all residents of the same
colony, were allegedly thrashing
the shopkeeper when Amarjeet
Singh reached there.
Sub-inspector Naveen Saharan, station house officer (SHO),
Sector 14, said when the head
constable intervened, the group
even thrashed him.

TWO CASES REGISTERED
The men later fled with money
looted from the shop’s cash counter. A PCR vehicle reached the
spot and took the shopkeeper
and head constable to the civil
hospital in Sector 6. Two cases
have been registered.
While an FIR was registered
against the men under Section
353 (assault or criminal force to
deter public servant from discharge of his duty) of the Indian
Penal Code on the complaint of
the head constable, another case
of dacoity was registered on the
shopkeeper’s complaint. “One of
the accused, Diwakar Tiwari,
was arrested and remanded to
one-day police custody for further probe,” said the SHO.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :The body of Jasbir Singh
Saini, aka Jassa, a local Congress
leader and property developer,
was found hanging from a tree
branch outside the boundary
wall of Ashiana Apartments in
Dera Bassi on Monday.
Though no suicide note was
recovered, Saini’s family claimed
he was under stress for the past
one year and ruled out foul play.
Saini had developed Ashiana
Apartments, where he was also
residing, besides duplex houses
by the name of Raj Vilas in Dera
Bassi. Sources said he had sold a
property worth ₹40 lakh last
week. He was also aspiring to contest the next municipal council
elections, said people close to

n

Husband of Dera Bassi Cong
women’s wing chief, Jasbir
Singh Saini was aspiring to
fight municipal polls. Family
has ruled out foul play.

him. His wife, Meera Saini, aka
Sudha, who is the president
of Congress women’s wing in
Dera Bassi, had contested the

O P E R AT I N G B E YO N D 1 A M

Night club owner,
manager arrested
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Police

have arrested the owner and
manager of Paara night club for
allegedly playing music beyond
the permissible time limit.
Cops said in a surprise checking on the intervening night of
Sunday and Monday, they found
the club, located on the fourth
floor of Centra Mall in the Industrial Area, Phase 1, open after
1am. Liquor was also being
served to the patrons, said police.
Under the deputy commissioner’s order, night clubs and
other such commercial establishment cannot operate past 1am in

the city. For any extension, a special permission has to be granted
by the officials concerned.
The Industrial Area police said
Paara owner Sanjay Verma and
manager Rajinder Chouhan
could not produce any such permit. They have been booked
under Section 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant) of the IPC. The
two were arrested and later
released on bail.
On September 23, last year, too,
Paara owner Kuldeep Singh was
arrested for keeping the night
club open after 1am. During a surprise raid around 2am, cops
found a lively crowd swaying to
the DJ beats at the club.

municipal polls but lost to her sister-in-law.
The family told police that
Saini had left home around
2:30am, but returned after about
seven minutes. He again left
around 4am, saying that he was
going for the morning walk.
His body was later found hanging from a peepal tree outside the
boundary wall around 6am.
Jasbir was the only son of his
aged parents. His body was
handed over to the family after
postmortem. The initial report
cites “death due to hanging”.
“The family do not suspect any
foul play. We are probing
all angles. No suicide note was
found,” said Vikramjeet Singh,
station house officer, Dera Bassi.
Police have initiated inquest
proceedings.

Newlywed’s gold
chain snatched
in Manimajra
CHANDIGARH:A man on a motorcycle snatched the gold chain of a
newlywed woman near Thakur
Dwara temple in Manimajra,
police said. He was wearing a
helmet.
Mithilesh, in her early twenties, was dropped by her husband
near a coaching centre they run
in Manimajra, when she was targeted. “Mithlesh’s husband forgot the keys to the centre and
went back home. His wife was
crossing the road when her chain
was snatched,” police said.
A case was registered at the
Manimajra police station under
section 379 (theft) and 356 (use of
force to commit a crime) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) against
an unidentified person.
HTC

2010 BOOTH ALLOTMENT SCAM

HC quashes Chhabra’s
defamation complaint
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: In a setback to Chan-

digarh Congress chief Pardeep
Chhabra, the Punjab and Haryana high court quashed his criminal defamation complaint against
former Punjab Civil Services officer PS Shergill, who indicted him
besides the then local MP Pawan
Kumar Bansal and senior UT
police and estate officials in the
2010 booth allotment scam.
Shergill, who was entrusted
with the probe in 2010 during his
stint as the sub-divisional magistrate (SDM, central) here,
referred to Chhabra as a member
of the booth mafia involved in illegal allotment of booths in Chandigarh. The inquiry, which
revealed that the booth mafia
fraudulently got nearly 90 booths
in Sector 41’s Krishna Market
through a nexus of politicians,
police and estate officials, was
submitted in 2011 to the then deputy commissioner.
The Congress leader filed a
criminal defamation complaint
against Shergill in a local court,
two months after the report was
submitted in February 2011.
Shergill, who retired from the
state services in 2016 and is currently a member of the Punjab
food commission, moved the high
court in 2017, after the district
court summoned him on Chhabra’s complaint.
‘UT NEITHER REJECTED
NOR ACCEPTED REPORT’
Allowing Shergill’s plea, HC in its
March 13, 2019, order, which was
uploaded on April 13, stated that
the respondent (Chhabra)’s complaint in the present case is “nothing but abuse of process of law
and amounts to miscarriage of
justice”.

WHAT’S HAPPENED SO FAR
MARCH 2010: Chandigarh DC
appoints SDM (central) PS
Shergill to probe illegal allotment of commercial booths
FEB 2011: Shergill submits
report, indicting Congress
leaders Pawan Bansal, Pardeep
Chhabra and a host of police
and estate officials
MARCH 2011: Chhabra moves a

theysay

›
›

I feel sad that my
report was not taken
to its logical conclusion. It
was very transparent.
PS SHERGILL, former PCS officer,
who indicted Chhabra, others

Shergill’s report was
malicious and biased
and there was not an iota
of truth in what he claimed.
PARDEEP CHHABRA,
Chandigarh Congress chief

Shergill in his report recommended a deeper probe by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to find the role of higherups, if any, and alleged contributions made by illegal and ineligible licensees to the election funds
of politicians indicted.
He also sought criminal as well
as departmental proceedings
against at least a dozen police and
estate officials with a strict warning that the vigilance department
should not be involved.

criminal defamation complaint
in a UT court
MARCH 2017: Court summons
Shergill
APRIL 2017: Shergill moves high
court, challenging the summons
and court proceedings
APRIL 2019: HC quashes
Chhabra’s complaint

In its four-page order, the HC
observed that the report is still
pending with higher authorities.
“It was neither rejected nor
accepted,” the court added, while
saying the petitioner ( Shergill)
submitted the report in discharge
of his official duties.
Sources said the report was
discussed in detail at the level of
the then UT adviser, KK Sharma.
The role of previous DCs was also
mentioned, but there was no official word on the report later.
When contacted, assistant estate
officer Captain Manish Lohan
said he will comment only after
going through the case files.
‘WILL FILE APPEAL’
Claiming he would file an appeal,
Chhabra alleged Shergill’s report
was the result of his personal
enmity with him.
Meanwhile, Shergill said he
never had any personal enmity
with anyone and he took one year
to complete the report. “There
was no question of bias, as was
projected later,” he said.
Shergill’s counsel Gagan Wasu
said that the inquiry was ordered
by the highest echelons of the UT
administration, which holds the
right to either reject or accept it,
but they did not do anything.
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Governmentclinicsrunning
outofanti-rabiesvaccine
ACUTE SHORTAGE Government Multi Specialty Hospital, Sector 16, which
supplies the vaccine to all anti-rabies clinics in city, has no stock for eight months
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

Significant part of treatment

CHANDIGARH :Dog bite victims are

at the receiving end as the government healthcare facilities in
Chandigarh are facing extreme
shortage of anti-rabies vaccine.
Theonlyplacewherethestock
is available is the anti-rabies
clinic in Sector 19, but it will also
runoutwithinthenexttwodays.
At another anti-rabies clinic
locatedinSector38,thestockran
outafewweeksago.TheGovernment Multi Specialty Hospital
(GMSH), Sector 16, which suppliesthevaccinetoalltheanti-rabies clinics in the city, ran out of
stock eight months ago.
Adogbitepatientisgivenatetanusinjection;fourdosesofantirabies vaccine to an adult at the
interval of 0-3-7-28 days, and in
case of a child, five doses are
given on 0-3-7-14-28 days; and
serumincaseswherethebiteisof
categories 2 and 3 as defined by
World Health Organisation
(WHO).
A vial of the vaccine costs a
patient around ₹300, and as
around five such vials are
required, one ends up spending
around ₹1,500 on the vaccine
course. However, at the hospital

A dog bite patient is given a tetanus injection; four doses of anti-rabies
vaccine to an adult at the interval of 0-3-7-28 days, and in case of a child,
five doses are given on 0-3-7-14-28 days.
Categories of contact with suspect rabid animal

Category 1: Touching or feeding animals, licks
on intact skin
Category 2: Nibbling of uncovered skin, minor
scratches or abrasions without bleeding
Category 3: Single or multiple transdermal bites
or scratches, licks on broken skin; contamination of
mucous membrane with saliva from licks, contacts
with bats.

Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) measures

None
Immediate vaccination and local
treatment of the wound
Immediate vaccination and administration
of rabies immunoglobulin;
local treatment of the wound

All categories 2 and 3 exposures assessed as carrying a risk of developing rabies require PEP.
*Source:WHO

and the clinics, where the treatmentisfree-of-cost,onlythetetanus injection and the serum are
available.
STATUS CHECK
Over800dogbitecasespermonth
(over 25 cases daily) reported at
the Sector 19 clinic. Cases from
Chandigarh as well as adjoining
states also come to this dispensary because of availability of
free vaccination.
Anofficialfromthedispensary

said, “We are left with very limited stock of the vaccine. It will
hardlysufficefortwomoredays.”
At least 12 dog bite cases are
reportedattheGMSHdaily.Each
oneneedsatetanusinjectionand
anti-rabies vaccine and of these,
around eight patients also need
the serum.
REASONS FOR CRUNCH
Sources from the GMSH said the
hospital had run out of the vaccinestocksinceAugust2018.The

demand was sent in December,
and the tender was floated twice
since then, but no firm came forward. GMSH medical superintendent Dr VK Nagpal said, “We
had floated tenders twice but no
firmcameforward.Now,another
tender is in process and we have
received two bids. The stock will
be procured within ten days.”
However,aGMSHofficial,not
wishingtobenamed,saidnopurchase is being made because of
the model code of conduct.

MC drive against
water wastage:
Violators left with
warning on Day 1

Tribunal awards ₹15-lakh
relief to mishap victim’s kin
HT Correspondent
n

36-YR-OLD DOMESTIC
HELP WAS KILLED WHEN
A SPEEDING SUV HIT
HER WHILE SHE WAS
CROSSING A ROAD IN
SEC 63 IN JAN LAST YEAR

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Inwakeofsummers,

the municipal corporation (MC)
teams started its drive against
water wastage on Monday.
On the first day, MC left severalviolatorswithstrictwarning
but said that there will no warning from Tuesday onwards as
thosefoundwateringtheirlawns
or washing cars in the morning
will be heavily penalised.
Theviolationwillattractafine
of₹2,000,whichwillberecovered
through regular water bills.
Materialssuchasboosterpumps
and hosepipe used by the
defaulter will also beconfiscated
during the drive.
The ban will remain in place
till June 30.
If a person is found violating
the norm forthe secondtime, the
water connection will be disconnected without notice. Officials
said that they have constituted
ward-wise teams for issuing
on-the-spot challans to the
violators.

CHANDIGARH :The Motor Accident

Claims Tribunal (MACT)
awarded around ₹15-lakh compensation to the family of a
36-year-old woman who died in
road accident due to the “negligent” driving of a 21-year-old
youth from Bathinda.
The matter dates back to January 2, 2018, when the victim,
Neelam, a domestic help, was
going towards Sector 63 for
work. While she was crossing the
road between 1BHK flats
and the park near the 2BHK flats
in Sector 63, a speeding white
Scorpio SUV hit her from the
rear.
The petition said the SUV was
being driven in a negligent manner by one Simran Dhillon of
Bathinda, who fled the scene,
leaving Neelam with multiple
injuries.
A passerby Tarun Kumar had
taken her to the Government
Medical College and Hospital,
Sector 32, Chandigarh, in his
Verna car, but she died during
treatment.

n

Tribunal holds Bathinda youth,
who was driving the SUV, his
father, and insurance firm
jointly liable to pay the
HT PHOTO
compensation.

₹75 LAKH CLAIMED
The petition, filed by Neelam’s
children Subhadra Verma, 17,
Akash, 15, Vikas, 14, all residents
of Transit Colony, Chandigarh,
claimed a compensation of ₹75
lakh on various counts.
However, respondents Simran Dhillon and his father Jaswinder Dhillon said the petition
had been filed with ulterior
motive to harass them by making them a party to the petition as
no accident took place due to
Simran’s driving nor the SUV
was ever involved in an accident.
However, the third respond-

MC seeks EC’s nod to float tenders for
clearing waste from Dadumajra dump
Vivek Gupta

₹4 lakh stolen from cigarette
factory in Industrial Area
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Burglars struck at

yet another factory in Industrial
Area, Phase 2, Chandigarh, and
decamped with over ₹4 lakh on
theinterveningnightofSaturday
and Sunday, police said.
Cops said Deepak Nagpal, a
distributor of cigarettes in the
region, alleged that a group of
men stole away ₹4.2 lakh and at
least ten cartons of cigarettes
worth thousands of rupees from
hisfactory.Investigatingofficials
claimed that the burglars broke
into the factory by smashing the
rooftop windows. Cops are suspecting the involvement of an

Residents’ body
seeks prospective
MPs’ take
on issues
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Federation of

Sector Welfare Associations
(FOSWAC) on Monday wrote an
open letter to the prospective
members of Parliament (MPs)
from the city, asking
them to list their stands
on the issues bothering the
residents.
The letter discusses the issue
of the garbage processing plant
in Dadumajra, and how residents living in the sectors
around it suffer.
The vendors’ issue of Sector
17 was also pointed out, besides
discussing how it is essential to
remove vendors as a part of the
Smart City project.
The letter also enlists traffic
congestion as a problem, and
suggests underground parking
in the southern sectors, expediting the metro and flyover
project in the city as the solutions.
The letter also suggests
allowing residents to construct
security gates and install CCTV
cameras for their security.
It was also pointed out how a
citizen charter is needed in all
the government offices so that
the officers can engage with the
public and directly address
their grievances.
FOSWAC general secretary
JS Gogia said, “FOSWAC is a
non-political body and we don’t
want the candidates to come and
address us. Rather we want
the MPs to take up these issues
at their own end for the welfare
of the residents.”

BURGLARS ALSO
TAKE AWAY 10 CARTONS
OF CIGARETTES FROM
THE UNIT IN PHASE 2
insider or a former employee of
thefactory.Acasehasbeenregistered under Section 380 (theft in
dwelling house) of the Indian
PenalCode(IPC)againstunidentified persons at the Industrial
Area Phase 2 police station.
HANDIWORK
OF GANG: COPS
Earlier on Saturday, the UT
police had solved eight cases of
burglarywiththearrestofagang

of eight, includingfour juveniles
andascrapdealer.Theeighthad
also stolen around ₹1 lakh from
Gurdwara Singh Sabha in
Sohana.
Probing officials claimed that
a similar gang is behind the
recent burglary as the arrested
eight had committed all the
crimes at the Industrial Area
Phase 2. Officials said the eight
hadconfessedtohavecommitted
a theft at a factory here on the
night of March 23, wherein they
fled with 40kg bronze, 15kg
bronze scrap, and around 300
platedhandlesafterbreakingthe
factory wall. All the items were
recoveredfromtheforestareain
Ram Darbar.

Unidentified man’s
body found in Mohali
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: An unidentified body of
a man was found from a roadside
area from Jagatpura village in
Mohali, said police on Monday.
The body was first spotted by
children who raised an alarm,
after which the residents
informedthePCRparkednearby
who informedthePhase11police
station.
“The body appears to be about
two days old. We have kept the
body in mortuary and further
action will be taken after ascertaining the identity,” said Nardev Singh, station house officer
(SHO), Phase 11, Mohali.

2 LPG cylinders,
₹35K stolen
from Mauli
Jagran house

COPS SAY VICTIM SEEMS
TO BE MIGRANT WORKER
WHO WAS AGED
BETWEEN 30 AND 35
The deceased’s face was
bludgeoned with stones to conceal the identity, said police. The
assailants had even taken away
his purse and mobile phone, said
police.
As per the initial police investigations, the deceased seems to
be a migrant worker and is aged
between 30 to 35 years. The police
said that as per the circumstances,theaccusedmaybeknownto
the victim.

30-YEAR-OLD
WOMAN KILLED
IN KALKA
HIT-AND-RUN

PANCHKULA:A 30-year-old woman
was killed while her husband
and five-year-old son sustained
injuries after an auto-rickshaw
hit their motorcycle on Sunday,
police said.
Cops said the deceased,
Meena, a resident of Bhima Devi
Colony in Pinjore, was going
with her husband, Suresh
Kumar, and their son, Jai, to pay
obeisance at the Kali Mata Temple in Kalka, when the auto coming from Kalkaon the wrong side
hit them and turned turtle near
Kalka Government College at
around 10am. As the three fell, a
speeding mini loading van hit
Meena from the rear.
While the drivers of the auto
and the van fled the scene, the
victims were rushed to the Kalka
community health centre, where
Jai was given first aid. However,
the couple was referred to the
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, where
Meena was declared brought
dead while Suresh is undergoing
treatment. A police complaint
was filed by Suresh’s brother
HarshKumarwhowasaccompanying the victims on another
motorcycle.
Investigating official sub-inspector Jaswinder Singh said the
drivers of the auto and the van
were booked under Sections
279 (rash driving), 304A (causing
death
by
negligence)
and 337 (causing hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and will be
HTC
nabbed soon.

n

but to no avail,” he said.

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
municipal corporation (MC) on
Mondaysoughtpermissionfrom
theElectionCommissionofIndia
(ECI)tofloattenderforremoving
5 lakh tonnes of old or legacy
waste from the open dumping
ground in Dadumajra. Floating
tendersisbannedduetoenforcement of poll code.
MC is under pressure to take
up the project since it recently
gave an undertaking to the
NationalGreenTribunal that by
December 2020, it will flatten the
entire 5 lakh tonne which has
convertedintohugemountainsat
the site.
Inordertobefundedunderthe
Smart City Mission, the flatteningofwasteis tobedone atabudget of ₹50 crore. The MC’s move
comes ahead of a meeting of the
technical committee on the
SmartCityprojectsonThursday
toclearthetermsandconditionof
thetender.MCcommissionerKK
Yadav said they had asked the
ECI to give them special permission so that an agency can be
hiredattheearliesttoremovethe
waste.

n

The Chandigarh MC recently gave an undertaking to the National
Green Tribunal that by December 2020, it will clear the entire
HT FILE
5 lakh tonne of waste from the dumping ground.

The MC and the administration had mooted the project on
Indore’s line wherein they were
to employ their own machinery
andmanpowertoremovethelegacy waste, but citing resource
crunch, the civic body had
decided to hire a private agency
for the purpose. “There is not
much difference in cost too,”
Yadav said.
‘ENVIRONMENTAL
NUISANCE’
The mountains of waste at the
dumping ground pose a major
health risk to not only those liv-

ing around it but also on the
nearbysectorsincludingSectors
24,25,38(West)and39.Monsoons
aggravate the stench from the
waste, and during intense summers, the garbage catches fire as
well.
Surinder Kumar,a residentof
Dadumajra, said there was not
even a single house that did not
haveapersonsufferingfromrespiratory diseases due to open
dumping of garbage.
“UT administrator VP Singh
Badnore had visited the
area last year and promised
removal of the dumping ground,

After hottest day of year, rain
today and tomorrow, says IMD
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :With the maximum

temperature rising to 37.5°C on
Monday, the city recorded its
hottest day this year. However,
the weatherman has predicted
rain and strong winds on Tuesday and Wednesday, which in
fact arrived late on Monday
night.Itisexpectedtobringdown
the temperature to 32°C.
Officials said, “Light rain is

WEATHERMAN ALSO
PREDICTS HAIL AND
SQUALL TO BRING
MERCURY DOWN TO 32°C
expected to start in wee hours of
Tuesday, while moderate rain
(up to 33.5mm) will continue till
Wednesday.Thunderandstrong
winds are also likely in the city,
but it is expected to pass till
Thursday.”

Officials saidthereis a chance
ofsquallintheregionduringthis
periodandwindspeedscanreach
up to 70km/h.
“Adropin temperature isalso
expected,sohailisalsopossible,”
the officials said.
The minimum temperature
rose from 20.6°C on Sunday to
21.2°C on Monday. In the next
three days, the maximum temperature can fall till 32°C while
the minimum temperature till
19°C, the officials said.

H A R YA N A C O P ’ S M U R D E R

DAMES OF DRAMA

Main accused sent to
4-day police remand
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

AMBALA : A day after the police

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:

Unidentified
thieves struck at the house of a
local LPG gas cylinder
supplier in Mauli Jagran and
stole away ₹35,000 cash and two
LPG cylinders, said police on
Monday.
Cops said that Manjoor
Ahmed of Charan Singh Colony
supplies gas cylinders in the
nearby areas.
In his police complaint,
Ahmed alleged that unidentified men, broke open the door of
his house and took away his
purse and two cylinders on
April 9 night.
The police have lodged a case
under Sections 380 (theft in
dwelling house) and 457( lurking house trespass) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) against unidentified men, who are
absconding.

COMPLAINANT
MANJOOR AHMED
SUPPLIES GAS
CYLINDERS IN THE
NEARBY AREAS

n

ent, ICICI Lombard General
Insurance Company Limited,
said the SUV was being
driven in violation of the terms
and conditions of the policy as
Simran was not holding a valid
licence.
However, after listening to the
arguments, the tribunal held
respondents “jointly and severally liable” to pay a compensation of ₹14,70,000, to be shared by
the claimants, and the share of
minor claimants be deposited in
the shape of fixed deposit
receipt in a nationalised bank till
their attaining the age of
majority.
The respondents were told to
pay the compensation at 7.5%
interest per annum from the date
of filing of the petition till the
date of realisation.

Artistes staging a play during Poila Baisakh celebrations at Banga Bhavan in Sector 35,
Chandigarh, on Monday. The event marks the first day of Bengali calendar.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

arrested Kamaljeet Singh, 22, of
Tundli village in connection
with the murder of Haryana
Police head constable Avtar
Singh, 31, of Panjokhra village,
the accused was sent to four-day
police remand on Monday.
Kamaljeet, his brother Narender, and his five other accomplices, had allegedly bludgeoned
Avtar to death on Friday night
outside Royal Restaurant in Baldev Nagar area of Ambala City.
Avtar was posted at the office of
inspector general of police in
Ambala Cantonment.
Baldev Nagar station house
officer (SHO) inspector Subash
Singh said, “The accused was
produced before the court on
Monday and remanded to fourday police custody. We are investigating and will arrest the other
six accused. We are yet to
recover the weapons used in the
crime.”
Avtar was bludgeoned to
death when he along with his relativesSukhdeep, Amandeep and
brother-in-law Hardeep had
come for having a dinner at
Royal Restaurant on Friday.
On Saturday, the district
police had registered a case of

n

Avtar Singh, 31, was
bludgeoned to death by seven
people outside a restaurant
in Ambala.
HT PHOTO

murder, rioting with deadly
weapons against the seven
accused to start the investigation.
As per the FIR, Avtar was
killed following nearly two-anda-half-year-old rivalry when he
had stood against Kamaljeet and
his brothers during a fight
between Harpreet and his brothers in Narender’s marriage in
Tundli.
Investigation officer sub-inspector Subhash Chand said,
“Due to the ongoing investigation, we cannot disclose much of
the information. As of now, we
have started interrogating
Kamaljeet, who is the main
accused, and further facts will be
disclosed after the completion of
police remand.”

INEFFICIENT PLANT
LED TO SITUATION
It was in 2007 when a waste processing plantwassetupjustopposite the dumping ground. However, for the past several years,
the plant, being run by Jaypee
Group, has been working at 30%
of its capacity, which means that
70% of the total 400 tonnes of
waste had been going unprocessed, leading to huge pile-up at
the dumping ground.
Locals say there was a time
when the dumping ground was
plainandMCevenhadbeautified
it into a garden. However, it
turned into a major nuisance
over the years.
Sources said the waste segregation project, if launched on
time, can improve the functioning of the plant as its capacity to
process the waste will increase
once it starts getting dry and wet
waste separately. While dry
waste will be burnt, wet waste
willbeprocessedseparatelyinits
composting facility. MC had
recently assured the NGT of
starting waste segregation from
June 1 and covering the entire
city by September 31.

BJP meets in poll
code violation:
MC employees
reinstated
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The municipal corporation (MC) reinstated six
employees who were suspended
last month following Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) poll meets at
community centres.
The MC commissioner KK
Yadav said that the sacked
employees were taken back following their written response to
the department. “However, the
departmentalinquiryisnotover.
As per service rules, they have
been issued a chargesheet and
therewillbeaproperinquiryinto
their misconduct,” said Yadav.
Theseemployeesweretheone
who were directly involved in
operationsandsupervisionofthe
community centres in Sector 37,
29 and Ram Darbar, where the
BJP’s poll meetings were held in
violationofthemodelcodeofconduct. Junior engineers Aman
Kumar, Amrik SinghandAshok
Sharma, superviser Naresh
Kumar and chowkidars Bhola
andSonuwereamongsixofficers
suspendedfortheirderelictionof
duty.

ROW INVOLVING
LEADERS TOO
The Election Commission had
served notices to Chandigarh
BJP president Sanjay Tandon
and six other councillors affiliated to the party for holding the
meetings.Whilethenoticestated
that the meetings were held in
violation of the model code since
no poll meetings is allowed on
government premises after the
code kicks in, Chandigarh BJP
president Sanjay Tandon in his
replyhadclaimedthatthesewere
routine meetings of local residents with area councillors.
“Onlylocalproblemswerediscussed during the meeting in my
presence. There was no political
discussion regarding the elections,” Tandon had claimed,
besidessayingthattherewereno
political banners, flags installed
on the premises.
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE PANCHKULA AND AMBALA VOTERS WANT

HEALTHCARE AND
ND ED
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES NEED TO BE OVERHAULED IMMEDIATELY
CHALLENGES AHEAD Nothing is being done to motivate the youth to take up sports or to provide them employment opportunities at par with their qualifications, say residents
TRANSPORT
SYSTEM IS
IN A MESS

EDUCATION
SYSTEM NEEDS
TO BE IMPROVED

SET UP MEDICAL
COLLEGE,
VARSITY HERE

WHERE ARE
PUBLIC HEALTH
CENTRES?

Purnima Verma, 25
Homemaker, Sector 21
resident

Simranjit Singh Bhogal,
38, Operations manager
with a skill development
Group, Sector 20 resident
Education holds the key to
economic growth, social
transformation; modernisation and national integration so all the government
schools in Panchkula have
to be upgraded. A multiskill development training
centre with state-of-the-art
technologies and facilities
should be set up for the
youth to improve their
employment prospects.
Also, 24-hour police patrolling is needed in Sector 20
and across all sectors where
anti-social elements remain
active. Organised and
modern parking facility
across all sectors is another
thing which needs to be
prioritised by the new MP.

Ashok Kumar, 32
Corporate executive at a
private hospital in
Panchkula
The next MP should focus
on creating job opportunities for youngsters and
improving the education
sector. The government has
so far not paid heed to the
people’s demand to set up a
university at par with
Chandigarh’s Panjab University. One has also heard a lot
of talk about the development of Panchkula on the
patterns of a smart city but
nothing concrete has been
done on the ground. Good
health facilities with
upgrading of the health
sector, including the setting
up of a medical college
should be prioritised. The
garbage disposal system
also needs to be improved.

Rajnish Sharma, 40
Social activist ,
Ambala city

The local transport system
in the city is in bad shape.
On one hand the city has
severe traffic congestion
and parking problems and
on the other it does not
have a robust local transport system as a solution.
Bus services are irregular
and don’t stick to timings,
as a result of which people
avoid local transport. Things
are worse in the new and
outer sectors where the
frequency of buses is very
low. Smaller buses should
be introduced that can
easily ply on the internal
roads of the sector. Strictly
enforcing bus timetables
can help greatly in improving the entire vehicular
traffic system in the city.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT A
CHALLENGE
Mewa Singh Pattar, 74
Sector 8 resident
One of the better cities in
the country to live in,
Panchkula has grown
rapidly in the past few
years. New sectors such as
21 and 20 and areas beyond
Ghaggar river are densely
populated now. This raises
new challenges for the
city’s future and sustainable
development. Though
several government agencies such as the Haryana
Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran are
involved in development
and maintenance work in
the city, the performance of
Panchkula’s most important
body, the municipal corporation, leaves much to be
desired. The civic body
should be strengthened and
scope of interaction between MC officials and
residents broadened.

WATER SUPPLY
NEEDS TO BE
IMPROVED
Monu Sharma, 33
Homemaker, Sector 21
resident
Though a well planned city,
Panchkula still lacks basic
amenities, which is not a
good thing as its population
is increasing exponentially.
Drinking water supply,
though regular, suffers in
terms of quality and pressure and people living on
higher floors face major
problems as they don’t get
water, especially in summer.
Installing power motors or
pumps for boosting water
to the upper floors does not
help as these don’t work at
times because of low
pressure. Lack of space for
car parking is another major
problem and needs to be
resolved soon as more
and more vehicles get
added on to Panchkula’s
roads.

GOOD HEALTH
SERVICES MUST
FOR ALL
Abhijit Kar, 30
Sports physiotherapist,
Mansa Devi Complex
resident
There are a lot of challenges when it comes to the
development of sports
facilities and training for
our youth. Though Panchkula has a number of
coaches and trainers there
are almost no sports
physiotherapists working
with the teams or the
sports centres here. Health
centre upgrades are again a
challenge. Primary health
services should be within
the reach of all citizens.
Clean and well trained staff
in health centres will be an
added bonus. Streamlining
the system to function in a
systematic manner again
happens to be a challenge.
Multiple health stations
should be opened here.

GIVE JOBS
ACCORDING TO
QUALIFICATIONS
Happy, 41
Government employee,
Ambala city
I urge the next MP to do
something urgently to
provide employment
opportunities to people that
are at par with their educational qualifications. As jobs
grow scarce day by day
postgraduates are desperately opting for positions of
peons and clerks for which
they are overqualified .
The next MP should help
ensure that vacant posts
in different government
departments are filled up on
time. Opening of more
hostels with good facilities
should be opened up for
young men and women in
the city. Better sports
facilities for youngsters
should also be created in the
rural and urban areas over
here.

The next MP should upgrade hospitals, public and
community health centres
in the constituency. Garbage collection as of now
seems to be a major problem for the residents and a
strong mechanism has to be
put in place to sort it out
immediately. Connectivity
to important cities is not
good in the constituency
and the next MP should
focus on improving this.
More green areas and parks,
especially for herbal plants,
should be developed over
here. Government schools
and colleges need to be
technology friendly. Power
tariffs should come down
immediately when the new
government steps in.

COMPILED BY MUNIESHWER A SAGAR; YUVRAJ KAUSHAL AND SUNIL RAHAR

MOHALI ELECTORAL ROLLS

WillitbeKherthistimetooornot; 21,000 names erased in 3 yrs
theoriesfloatasnominationdelayed
Hillary Victor
n

BJP TICKET Kirron Kher, city chief Sanjay Tandon and former MP Satya Pal Jain have started connecting with voters
Munieshwer A Sagar
n

jab.”
Tandon’s supporters, meanwhile,are confidentof their man
getting the ticket, saying the
party is consulting different
stakeholders over the winnability of each candidate.
Pushing the theory that Kher
mightbegivenaticketfromPunjab,acitypartyfunctionaryadds,
“The Central leadership is seriously considering giving a Gurdaspur or Amritsar ticket to
Kher.Shehasgoodchanceofwinning from these seats.”
As for Jain’s supporters, the
party’s senior leadership is in a
quandary over the very public
acrimony between the Kher and
Tandon camps.
“Thepartyseniors,inaddition
to his or her winnability factor,
want a candidate who has kept
the party’s and his dignity
intact,” says a member of Jain’s
coterie, again on conditions of
anonymity.

munieshwer.sagar@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Delaysinannounce-

ment of the Bharatiya Janata
Party nominee for the Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat has led to
much speculation with numeroustheoriesbeingfloatedbyvarious BJP factions about the three
probables, current MP Kirron
Kher,citypartychiefSanjayTandon and former MP Satya Pal
Jain.
“The ticket has already been
decided. A decision was taken at
the meeting of the central election committee (CEC) held in
Delhi on March 22. It was in
favour of the sitting MP,” says a
memberKirronKher’scoreelectionteam whodoesn’t wanttobe
named.
On the delay, the source says
the party is still finalising candidatesforitsPunjabseats,adding,
“Chandigarh comes under Pun-

tricitytoday

ALL BECAUSE OF INFIGHTING: BANSAL
Meanwhile Congress candidate
Pawan Bansal has taken a dig at
BJP over the delay in announcing
a candidate, saying it indicated
intense infighting in the party
and that it was not a good head
start for the BJP.
“The first indication was that the
BJP had finalised its ticket in

‘WE ARE THE TALK
OF THE TOWN’
A few party workers, however,
feelthedelay infinalising names
isagoodthing.“Nowwitheverybodyguessingandeagerlyawaitingthenameofourcandidate,we
are the talk of the town. Though
the Congress declared its candidate12daysago,thepartyisyetto
go full throttle with their campaign, confused as to which BJP
candidatetotarget,”saysasenior

March last week, but for more
than 15 days speculations are rife
in their camp,” Bansal said on
Monday at an election meeting in
Manimajra.
One thing was clear, he said, the
intense infighting within the BJP
had taken a toll on the development in Chandigarh.

BJP office-bearer.
CONNECTING
WITH VOTERS
The troika of probables, meanwhile,remainsbusywithitsmass
connectprogrammes,albeitindependently. Tandon has already
started meeting voters through
chai pe charcha and chhach pe
charcha, raising local and
nationalissuestoimpressvoters,
clocking an impressive 80-plus

events since the model code of
conduct kicked in. When asked
about the delay in the announcement of the ticket, Tandon said,
“Itisforthecentralleadershipto
decide.” Kher hasforthe lastone
month been attending Koffee
with Kirron and ruburu (face to
face) events to meet a cross-sectionofthecity’sresidents,notching up 75 such interactions.
Keeping alive a tradition he
hasbeenfollowingfor30years to
meet people every day at his
Chandigarh residence, Jain is
interactingwithresidentsfrom9
to 10 am. He also makes it a point
to visit different locations in the
city and attend public functions.
A lawyer, he is also busy with
party work, taking up a court
casefortheBJPagainstCongress
leader Ahmed Patel in Ahmedabad and the party’s complaint to
the EC against Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi’s allegations
against PM Narendra Modi.

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

HURRY, MOHALI! APRIL 19
IS THE LAST DAY TO ENROL

MOHALI: Despite Mohali adminis-

tration’saggressivecampaigning
for the enrolment of new voters,
only20,000newvoters havebeen
added — in past five years — till
April15,2019.On theotherhand,
Mohali election department has
deleted 21,000 names from the
electorate rolls in past 3 years.
Talking about the reasons,
deputy commissioner-cum-district election officer Gurpreet
Kaur Sapra said, “Votes have
been deleted during the survey
beforethefreshpolls.Thedeleted
names involve people who have
either migrated or died.”

Citizens can still enrol to cast their votes. Enrolment
will go on until 10 days before the last date of filing of
nomination of the particular phase (April 29 for Punjab)
The voters can visit www.nvsp.in or
ceopunjab.gov.in
Or contact toll-free number
as voters

1950 to register themselves

The registration can be done by filling
form-6 by uploading documents
proving age, residential address
also
and a colour photograph
Voters can
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The registration will be
completed in 10 days, once
verification is done by the
electoral officers

SPECIAL CAMPS
Peoplecanapproachthesub-divisional magistrates concerned to
get registered. They have to fill
form number 6. Special camps at
allthreeSDMoffices,clockdevelopmentoffices,sewakendraoffices will be been organised from
April16to18. Theapplicationcan
also be submitted at election
countersattheDCofficeinSector
76, said Sapra.

MOHALI VOTES ON

MAY 19
RESULTS ON MAY 23

POLLBUZZ

APRIL 16, 2019

BOOK LAUNCH
Indian School of Business (ISB)
is organising a book launch
session of Rajat Gupta’s book
‘Mind Without Fear’.Rajat
Gupta led McKinsey and
Company for nine years. In 2011,
Gupta was arrested and
charged with insider trading,
while he maintained that he
was innocent. ISB director of
external relations Kumara Guru
will be the chief guest.

When: 8:30pm onwards
Where: Godrej Auditorium, ISB
Campus, Mohali
n

ORIENTATION WORKSHOP
A peace club teachers orientation workshop is being organised by
NGO Yuvsatta. The inauguration will be done in the presence of district
and sessions judge and member secretary, SLSA, Chandigarh, Mahavir
Singh, CCPCR chairperson Harjinder Kaur and deputy director of school
education Saroj Mittal
When: 9:30am onwards Where: New Public School, Sec 18, Chandigarh

ART EXHIBITION

ONE-DAY SEMINAR

The eighth All India Women
Artists’ Contemporary art exhibition, 2019, is being organised by
the department of Art History and
Visual Arts, Panjab University.

A one- day seminar is being
organised on ‘Guru Nanak and
our times’ by the University
School of Open Learning, Panjab
University, Chandigarh.

Where Museum of Fine Arts, PU

When 10am

When 5:30pm

Where USOL auditorium, PU

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
An annual prize distribution function will be organised by Guru Gobind Singh College for Women,
Sector 26, Chandigarh. Dean, College Development
Council, Panjab University, Chandigarh, Prof. Sanjay
Kaushik will be the chief guest.
When: 10am Where: Mata Ganga Auditorium, Sec 26
Dhanas

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector
39W, 29C, Dhanas
PANCHKULA: Sector
15
MOHALI: Sector 71, 68

Chandigarh BJP chief Sanjay Tandon during ‘chai pe charcha’
at Dhanas in Chandigarh on Monday. Tandon discussed how
pending demands and problems of the industrial sector were
resolved during the tenure of PM Narendra Modi.
HT PHOTO

n

Congress Lok Sabha candidate from UT, Pawan Bansal, held a
public meeting in Manimajra. He promised that once his party
comes to power, it will transform the historical parts of the city with
a slew of development projects.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

Get, set, road show for Selja

Lashing out at SAD candidate
Prem Singh Chandumajra and
his other opponents for terming him an outsider, Congress
candidate from Anandpur
Sahib parliamentary constituency Manish Tewari on Monday said, “How can I be considered as an outsider when I was
born and brought up in Chandigarh. My father has made
sacrifices for Punjab,Punjabi
and Punjabiyat.” “Punjab is a
small state and to raise such
trivial issues does not suit
Chandumajra,”Tewari said,
adding, that by this logic Chandumajra is also an outsider as
he belongs to Patiala district.Tewari started his election campaign after paying
obeisance at Takht Kesgarh
Sahib at Anandpur Sahib and

Eyeing fifth term as Lok Sabha
MP, Rajya Sabha MP and Congress nominee from Ambala
Kumari Selja on Monday
launched her election campaign by holding a road show
from Mohri village to Ambala
Cantonment. “People are looking up at the Congress with
hope because BJP (Bharatiya
Janata Party ) has betrayed
them by not fulfilling promises made ahead of the 2014
general elections,” said Selja.
“ We will fill 24 lakh vacancies

n

Congress candidate from Anandpur Sahib Manish Tewari
(centre) with Punjab Vidhan Sabha speaker Rana KP Singh
HT PHOTO
paying obeisance at Takht Kesgarh Sahib on Monday.

later also paid obeisance at
Naina Devi temple in Himachal Pradesh. “The Lok Sabha
elections are being held for
electing the next government
at the Centre and a referen-

dum on the poor performance
of Modi government.However,the development of
Anandpur Sahib constituency
will also be my top priority,”
said Tewari.

Of security, static surveillance and flying squads

Sector 39W
Sector 29C

Mohali

Sector 68

Panchkula

Sector 15

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com

Chandigarh Press Club in association with the city election
department organised a day-long camp on its premises in
Sector 27 on Monday. Over 100 members and their families
benefited from the event.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

Outsider tag: Tewari counter-strikes with ‘Punjabiyat’

Chandigarh

Sector 71

n

Chief electoral officer- cum-finance commissioner Ajoy
Kumar Sinha chaired review
meeting of nodal officers to
assessthepreparednessforLok
Sabha elections on Monday.

Officials discussed key issues
including security arrangements, movement of vehicles,
code of conduct, static surveillance teams, flying squads, status of grievance received and

redressed through cVigil app,
webcasting at polling stations,
deployment ofcentral forceson
operational duty, issuance of
election duty certificate among
other things.

in government departments
and provide jobs to the youth
within a year after forming the
government,” she said. Congress’s prominent Dalit face,
Kumari Selja has been carrying the legacy of her father
Dalbir Singh, who had won
four times from Sirsa
(reserved) and was a cabinet
minister also. In 2004 and 2009
Lok Sabha polls, she had
defeated BJP’s Rattan Lal
Kataria from Ambala (SC
reserved).

n

Congress nominee from
Ambala Kumari Selja

The EC rate card: Tea at ₹8, samosa at ₹10
As part of the poll expenditure
monitoring process, the district administration on Monday fixed the rates and rent of
different items as per Election
Commission’s direction.
Going by the fixed rate, a cup
of tea with one samosa should
be ₹18. The rate list further
includes prices of other eatables including burfi at ₹280 per
kg, biscuits at ₹200 per kg,

bread pakoras ₹10 a piece,
sandwiches ₹15 a piece, cake
₹300 per kg and thali at ₹60 per
plate.The monthly charges
for renting offices in rural and
urban areas have been fixed
at ₹7,500 and ₹12,000, respectively. The prices of other
widely-used poll-related
materials like fabric and
papers for banners and posters have also been fixed. The

charges for hiring light and
sound systems and related
services have been kept in the
range of ₹100 to ₹ 3,000 a day.
Also, for hiring vehicles the
range is between ₹900 and
₹4,500 a day.
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CHANDIGARH, TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019

ON TUESDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

EMPLOYMENT
REQUIRED PGT-ENGLISH
(32000/-),TGT-English
(28000/-),Part-Time Sports-Teacher
(From 6amto7.45am),KindergartenTeacher,and a BAMSDoctor for
DCMontessori (Sr.Sec.SMART)
School,Manimajra,Chandigarh Walkin-interview 10 amto12 noon on
14April.Contact at0172-2734464

SPEEDLABS, AN Al based online
learning platform, offers the following openings for Chandigarh Tricity:
1) Business Development AssociatesSales with 2-3 years experience. BE
or MBA preferred. 2) telecallers with
2-3 years experience. Bachelors with
good communication skills. Fresher
can also apply. Email resumes at
arvinder.goyal@speedlabs.in

0172-5050683
EMPLOYMENT
CIVIL ENGINEER, Graphic Designer, accounts Manager, Administrator, HR Manager, Data Entry,
Councellor, Receptionist, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Math, English.,
9780105789.

WANTED OFFICE Boy having Experience in Computer and MS Office,
Sector-44 Chandigarh. 01722646218, 97816-56538.

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED civil
STAR RATED Property In Panchkula Is Looking For Certified, Swimming Pool Life Guard With Valid Certificate, Please Contact At
9646192233

APPLY FOR Accounting Job and

Engineer/ civil foreman and girl for
computer Chd. Contact 9417314098

REQUIRE SALESMAN for Field
Job & Accountant (Tally Expert) at
Swami Suzuki, 2-Wheeler Dealer,
Chandigarh. Call & WatsApp your
resume on 7837760021.

Training B.Com Freshers or 1 Year
Experience Candidate for Accounting Work Upload Resume or Detail
at http://www.prsaccounting.in Inquiry. +919417574835.

REQUIRES OFFICE Operations
Executives for Travel Agency dealing
in Air ticketing and tour packages
booking experience if any
preference. Whatsapp send resume:
9814131657.

A PHARMACEUTICAL Company
requires PCD Franchise Marketing
staff for its office at Panchkula.
Freshers/ Experienced Graduates
apply. Salary 10-20K Negotiable.
9781766644.

REQUIRED MALE Candidates
B.Com Freshers as well as 5 Year Experienced For accounts at Grace
Drinks Private Limited Distributors
of Pepsico/ Britannia/ Tropicana/
Amul/ Godrej/ MCCAIN for chandigarh Attractive Salary and Incentives.
Walk in Interview at Pepsi Warehouse. Railway Station Road, Near
Tata Steel Yard, Village Daria, Chandigarh. Call- 8699390955 or Send
Resume Email: akprasad@gracecorp.org

REQUIRED IN Mohali Full time
Accountant with min 10 years
experience in retail mail resume at
ramanjit.chawla@gmail.com/ Call
0172-5097909.

for jobs in Operations with
leading Private Sector Banks

Leading Private Sector Banks are
hiring Fresh Graduates or Graduates
with 0-2 years experience for Entry
Level Positions in Retail Branch
Banking & Backend Operations
Eligibility Criteria• Age Less than 27 years
• Graduation with min. 50% marks
Selected candidates to undergo
250 hours paid training program
conducted by professional bankers

98155 98055
94185 07414
98881 09150
97796 64150

For Franchise Enquiry, Contact:

G.S.Oberoi 98154 39006
ZENACTS PHARMA Pvt Ltd.

NIRMAL SAGAR Public School
Lassara Affiliated to CBSE New Delhi
Situated on Phillaur Rahon Road
requires vice-principal (Preferably
Masters in English or Commerce
Stream)-1 PGTs/TGTs in Physical
Education, English, Commerce,
Music, Dance, 1 Each, Librarian-1,
Handsome, Salary Commensurate
with merit and experience, Send
your resume within week at:
nspschool1@gmail.com Mg. Director
Mob: 98140-31691

Executive on Commission Basis to
Sell Loan, Insurance and investment
Products 7814395797

Required Educated Female Staff For
Telemarketing and Sales with Good
Communication Skills Freshers can
also Apply. Zenacts Pharma Pvt Ltd,
SCF 434, IInd floor, motor market,
manimajra, chandigarh. Call7696048889

REQUIRED OFFICE Coordinator
cum Telecaller and Sales Executive
For Leading Loan Company Contact
9023340808.

WANTED SMART boys & girls for
Barista Cafe in sector 17, Chandigarh. Vacancy for Manager also. Contact 9888887515

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY for Retired/ VRS Govt.Official,bankers for
part time salary upto 30,000 and incentive. Contact: 82890-03377.

REQUIRED GRADUATE Male/
Female for Banking Jobs. Location:
Chandigarh, Mohali. Salary: upto
14K+ Incentives. Contact:7508629752 Aarti Sharma.

WANTED FEMALE fresher
REQUIRED FACULTY for Painting and Applied Arts Classes BFA &
MFA Call Institute of Fine Arts,
103/40C, Chandigarh. 9872822690

REQUIRED FRONT office Executives, Male/ Female good communication skills Contact: Club Pulse
Fourth Floor (Piccadily Mall) Sector34, Chandigarh 7696172292, 01722602051.

INTERNATIONAL INBOUND
non selling customer care in 34
Chandigarh, Fluent English must.
Night Shift, Salary minimum
20000/-. Direct Job. 9888152375.

Science Graduates preferably convent educated, fluent in English
open to working in night shift. Contact: 9872200996, jobsapply006@
gmail.com

REQUIRED FIELD Boy Having
Own Conveyance at Mohali. Contact:
9814868502, 8968714086.

ated), Sector -120, (Vill. Daun) Mohali Opposite VR-Punjab Mall,
Required TGT trained Teachers for
English & Hindi (Walkin interviews:
9:00am -1:30pm), Contact :
9914737932

REQUIRED FEMALE Export
Assistants (3) for Medical Export
House at Mohali. Salary
commensurate with experience.
hr.monega@gmail.com

NEED A Male Salesperson with

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED -

experience in PERFUME industry For
a Perfume Brand from Dubai Salary
(Basic + Incentive based) Store in VR
Punjab Mall Kharar 09888881408.

Accountant (M) At Mattress Company, Factory - 975, Ind Area Ph-2,
Chandigarh, 0172-5070973.

Assistant for Dental Clinic. # 20
(First Floor)/ 18A, Chandigarh.
Phone- 0172-4636420.

ACCOUNTANT REQUIRED Bank
Developers, Experience 1-4 years,
Vacancies 6, Interested send CV at:
prabhjot@weoinfotech.com Walkins WEO Infotech Pvt. Ltd. 624,
Bestech Business Tower, Sector 66,
Mohali. 0172-4005441, 4025441

REQUIRED VISA Counsellors/
Telecallers at Zirakpur. Salary
15000/- - 25000/-. Experienced/
Fresher. Male/ Female.
7087780959.

reconciliation Nutrition shoppe Plot
No. 54, Industrial Area, Phase-1,
Chandigarh. Call: 9888872227.

URGENT HIRING of CA Trainer,

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
marketing executives- 15. Handsome
Salary + Incentives. Malik
Advertising, SCO- 46, Office- 110, FF,
Sector- 11, Panchkula.

Computer Trainer (Tally, MS- Office)
& PDP Trainer, Tellecaller, in Institute of Computer Accountants,
Chandigarh, For More Info Contact:
8872793351.

Ground/ Airport Staff. 10+2/ Graduate, 18-27 yrs. Salary 15,000/- to
60,000/- Freshers join 90 days
Training. 100% Assured Placement.
Require Tele-Caller/ Counselor/ HR
Recruiter in Zirakpur. Interview15th - 19th April. Aviators Hub SCO7, Underbridge, Zirakpur,
Chandigarh, 9780817275.
www.aviatorshub.in

Punjab Timbers
& Plywood
Required the following staff
Sales Manager
Sales Executives
Peon/Chowkidar
Good Package for Talented Candidates
Accomodation Facility Available
Plot No. 165, Sector 82,
Airport Road Mohali
REQUIRED GRADUATE staff for
Field work and Telecaller for real estate company in Dhakoli, Zirakpur,
fix salary, age max. 28 years call
9876955966

Computer Operator/ Office Boy/
Delivery Boy/ Marketing Executive/
Telecaller/ Designer/ Stockist
Working Hours 9 am to 7 pm.
NuritionShoppe Call 9888072227.

VISA COUNSELORS/ team
leaders, experienced & fresher
required immediately. Sai Global
Consultancy Chandigarh call:
9041068379

its Chandigarh office) is looking for
Assistant Branch Manager, Visa
Counselors, Visa Filing Officers,
Front Office Executives, Interview
Preparation Trainers. Only females
can apply. Good Salary + Incentives.
Walk in for an Interview at SCO 375376, 2nd Floor, Sector 35 B,
Chandigarh. Mob: 9855109010.

REQUIRED PHOTOSHOP person experienced or fresher. Contact:
Gem Identification Laboratory, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh. 93566-52200.

at Chandigarh office to search
Tenders and fill from eprocure sites,
CPP portal GEM, on daily basis.
8528633622

WANTED MARKETING executives. Freshers may be considered.
Salary plus incentives. Contact- Softsys Infotek Solutions, SCO-46, Second floor, Sector-11, Panchkula.
88721-48180

WANTED SALESMEN for reputed
Sports Shop, Experience in Cricket
items will be preferred. Good
Salary/incentives, Contact - Prime
Sports, Chandigarh 9814136953.

WALK IN Interview Male/ Female
office Co-ordinator Knowledge of
HR/Admin Office at Kharar. #
98760- 00162, 99151-00162.

REQUIRED RETIRED VRS/Exserviceman/Housewife/Businessman/ Part/fulltime 50k Plus, Training Allowances .99888-82360

REQUIRED TALECALLERS for
IMMIGRATION AND Visitor Visa
Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.

FEMALE MANAGER wanted
starting salary 14000 sco 346 2nd
floor Sector 9 Panchkula.

TEC A Leading IELTS Institution in
Mohali Needs Female Trainers
Contact:- 9914915132.

office in Zirakpur and Mohali,
fresher can also apply. Salary plus
incentives. 9815865588,
9877175884, 9646873083

WANTED COMPUTER operator

estate company in Dhakoli, Zirakpur, fix salary, age max. 28 years
call 9876955966

REQUIRED SALES Employee for
Electronic Components Shop should
be able to Read English Contact
6284639859.

REQUIRED MALE/ Female Full

Knowledge of Coreldraw, Photoshop
Luxmi Graphic SCO 66-67, Sector 8C, Chandigarh PH: 0172-4800923,
9878974075

ACCOUNTS/ OFFICE Assistant,
Driver For Automatic Car Meet
Personally/Apply within 3 Days
Tepco India, C-104, Ind Area, Ph-7,
Mohali Near Spice Chownk.

REQUIRED SALES Executive cum
Office Assistant for real estates
company Sector-82, Mohali. Call:
9888268882.

REQUIRED PRESENTABLE
male/ Female experienced/ freshers
1-Team Leader (MBA Preferences)
Salary15000-25000 4- marketing
executives Salary 10,000-15000 for
marketing astrology 8968182761.

REQUIRED A well-educated smart
unmarried well-mannered Female
receptionist for a reputed
educational institute in Chandigarh.
Must have the basic knowledge of
Computers. Salary as per skills or
experience. For more information
please whatsapp biodata:
7696339933.

paper/ Radio/ TV. Parizwing: Showroom- 65, Sector 20-C, Chandigarh.
98885-16234

FOR ADVERTISEMENT in all
newspapers call Atul Arora 9815043655 Doorstep service. No extra
charges.

PACKERS & MOVERS
HEMKUNT PACKERS & Movers,
Local shifting services & all over
India services Chandigarh: 9465588772, 98724-20061

TOP SECRET Detective Agency SCO
487, Sector 35 Chandigarh.
9876491992, Contact Relating extra
marital affairs, or any other
problem.

investigations and detective
services. Chanakya SCO-409,
Sector-35C, Chandigarh.
+91-98147-10789, 0172-5014789.

WANTED FEMALE Office Assistant Having Tally Knowledge-Walk in
Interview 391, Industrial Area,
Phase-2, Panchkula Timings 11:00
A.M. To 2:00 P.M.

by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing 0172-4635239, 8968770993.
Accounting jobs 8968770994

of mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your Astrological
Problems Consult- Rajiv at "The
Destiny" 9815599555 by
appointment only please.

on T.V. Offers accurate remedies.
www.seemaaastrologer.com.
Appointments: 7696134636;
7696267152

Coordinator Smart, Good Looking,
Good English Skill, & Graphics
Designer, Mohali, 9815437755.

GAMING JOB Play March of Empire
Game Part Time Job Whatsapp on
9336000006.

PHARMA COMPANY Looking for
Telecaller in Sales, Experience Preferred. Fresher can apply. Contact:9915807495.

Male/ Female Candidates for Counselor 15, Telecaller 10, Marketing
Executive 7. 12th/ Graduates (Salary
12000- 18000) Showroom 18, 2nd
Floor, Phase-11, Mohali. 7527003235

LEADING PHARMA Co. based at
Mohali needs. Marketing Officers
(For PCD Office job) Mohali.
Accounts Officers (Mohali) Manager
for Govt. Tenders. Cook (Mohali)
Mfg. Chemist (Tablet) (For
Sansarpur Plant H.P) Best salary
please What's App your resume:
9876609588. Email:hr@terracepharma.com

REQUIRES VISA Filling Officers
for Leading Immigration Company in
Mohali. Education Abroad Consultants, SCO-531, 2nd Floor, Sector-70
Mohali. (Part time Option Also Available). Contact: -7696210210.

FRESHER/ EXPERIENCED Boys
for Godown packing in Pharma. 1
office boy for office kitchen.
Contact: 9780193089

Development Executives for
Marketing of resorts & Adventure
Sports. Male/ Female Pleasing
Personality with 3 year Experience.
Good Renemuration. 9501704132

hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional communication skills, salary negotiable
for suitable candidates + incentives
and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in

PAYTM MOHALI Center urgently
OUR ZIRAKPUR Office Required
Computer Operator/Telecaller
(girls), Salary 8,000/- to 10,000/-,
Contact: 92168-56950

REQUIRED SALES Staff, Peon in
Jewellery Shop. Sethi Jewellers SCO
15, Sector 16, Chandigarh.
9814103569.

J.S PEST Control Pvt. Ltd. (member
IPCA Since 1986) Bayer Products.
393/37-D, Chandigarh 01724637099, 4636088, 98760-51133,
9915551155.

required 12th Graduates candidates
sitting job fix salary 11000-15000.
No registration. 9915315751,
9041201346.

BANK JOB in Operation Top Bank
urgently required Graduates male/
female age below 30/ Salary 1300022000. Contact: 9056992009,
9056947009.

Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards Control
with bayer India, Smelless Chemicals at reasonable rate. 9988093138

SUNSHINE PEST Control Excellent
Work, Reasonable Rates, Shop No.
189 Sector -70, Mohali. 01724011364, 9914617766.

IMMIGRATION
SERBIA STUDY VISA without
IELTS, minimum 10th pass, gap
excepted, maximum age 35 years
contact : G3 Overseas Consultant
8427008602

TRAVEL & TOURS
Same day joining salary 1000018000. Hurry call: 8427938133,
90569959002.

Male) All classes/ Subjects/ Tricity,
Impact Creators. 87290-15647,
(Freshers also apply)

JOIN LIC of India as Insurance Advisor. Earn upto 35,000/- PM regular
Income. 9855196906, 9855199906.

REQUIRED MALE/ Female Visa

UK CALLING!! Need Energetic,
REQUIRED BUSINESS

Fibreglass, polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank
Lining, Poly Process Engineers, 131,
Industrial Area- I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 98140-87932.

LOAN/FINANCE
GOLD LOAN, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt./ Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector 18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

2008 WAGONR VXI 73600 km
Chandigarh new seatcovers new
tyres fully insured 2/20 excellent
condition Rs. 1.40 lacs 98159-08262.

vation Work Specialist: Modular
kitchen, Cupboard, Wooden, Paint,
POP, Plumbing, Electrical, Civil
works, Labour job with Material.
98725-72926, 81463-68430.

ALUMINIUM
FABRICATION
SETHI ALUMINIUM fabricator,
Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation 9815716824

ALUMINIUM GLAZING, Doors,
Window, Partitions, False ceiling,
Vertical Blind etc. Sharma Decor,
9872867613

ALUMINIUM DOORS Windows
Gysum Board False Ceiling Partition
Blinds PVC Wooden Flooring. Amrit
Interiors. 9872350188.

GLASS FITTINGS
Polycarbonate, Fiber Domes,
Cannopies, khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

batches or Individual tuitions free
trials Phase 10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.

HARLEY DAVIDSON, Fat Bob
2015, Chandigarh Number, done
2750 km. Brand New condition, fully
loaded with genuine accessories.
(Owner) : 98159-02012.

Counsellors (25) Telecollers (25)
Experienced/ fresher. Salary
10,000/- 18000/- Seasons overseas
Studies Pvt Ltd, SCF 84, First Floor,
Phase 5, Mohali 9855145102.

THAKURAL TRAVELS: Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours, Tourist Visa Guidance
Contact: 66-67, Sector 8C,
Chandigarh. 01725007860/
5007861/ 5007862, 9988998050.

CAR ON HIRE
ALL KINDS of rental cabs and experience Drivers are available contact Devikas:- 9872438079

REQUIRED BACK end executive
with good communication skill and
excel knowledge. Salary offered
12000- 25000. Contact: 01725197216.

ENGLISH BY Gupta Sir. Home/Group Coaching Class IX Onwards.
Complete SYLLABUS During
Summer Vacation. Contact
9872655377/9888615377

ACCOUNTING SERVICE-FOR
IncomeTax, TDS, GST Return &
Compliance, VAT Assessment, Part/
Pending Accounting work.
9877467025.

IIT, AIPMT Experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.

HOME TUTORS Available for All
Classes/ Subjects in Panchkula/
Chandigarh/ Mohali 73476-53830
(Tutors Welcome) Vigour Education.

HOME TUITIONS for all Classes/
Subjects by Experienced Teachers
Contact Shine Tutorial 8146239769
Tutor Welcome.

SODHI COACHING center Sec 80
Mohali near Kendriya Vidyalaya.
Provides coaching for:- UGC NET in
paper 1 for all subjects and for
paper 2 only EDU, CTET, PTET, HTET.
Coaching from sixth to tenth all
subjects, PCM for 11th 12th CBSE
Syllabus. Provides counseling, and
personality development by expert
counselor. 9888335952,
9872834918.

COOKERY CLASS
Coolers, Chairs, Dining, Study,
Center-Tables, Wooden Scraps,
Doors, Wheat-Drum. 94173-34049
(Mohali).

SALE HOUSEHOLD items:- Crockery, Bohemian cut glass, Cutlery, Curio's Decoration Artifacts and
Framed pictures, Furniture many
others items. Owners relocating
must sell today. Location sector 9,
Chandigarh. Contact: 9815840080

Mathematics (JEE-MAINS, Advanced)
by Holistically Freaking Experts
(Teachers by Choice), Physics:Pawan Kumar (P.K. Sir), (Ex-Sr.
Faculty-Bansal Classes).
Mathematics:- Vineet Upadhyay
(V.P. Sir) (Ex-Faculty- Career Point
Aakash Institute) 99156-69385,
89686-65229

nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector- 18D,
Chandigarh- 98765-80001.

Party Snacks, Salads Chinese,
Tandoori, South Indian, Italian,
Continental, Cakes 9417684502

DANCE MUSIC
& DRAMA
LEARN WITH basics playing Casio
Guitar Mouthorgan Flute Dholak
Violan Singing Sitar Appointment
98146-20006, 172-2692597.

pure Leather Cushioned, Very good
condition only Rs. 6950/-, and
Teakwood dining table with six
chairs Rs. 6500/-. Contact:
9988097766.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
FITNESS
TO GET health/ stressfree life learn
yoga/ fitness training. Experienced/
certified instructor (Mr. Mehta
9592087442)

YOGA SPECIALIST, Stress
Management, Weight loose,
Backache, Kneepaine, diseases
management. Vishal 9780025020
(B.Ed, MA Yoga).

WORLD CLASS Yoga stretching
just 1000 Rs per Session from gold
Medalist Yog Guru. 98555-55619.

TUITION/TUTORIAL
RESULT ORIENTED Female/Male
Home Tutor Available any Subject/Class/Board, Graduate, Post
Gradaute. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

CONTACT FOR home Tuition by
experience and qualified Teacher by
Gurman Tutorial 9915210374 (result
oriented)

MATHEMATICS HOME-TUITION 10th, +1, +2, JEE MAIN
Advance B.Sc, Well-Experience M.Sc
(Maths) 7973351740, 9888931974

HOME TUITIONS 9th, 10th,
Mathematics, Science experienced
Sanjeev Sir. 8558972896, +1, +2, IIT,
B.Tech, Result 95% Professor Tyagi.
950123740.

GANPATI TUTORIALS Excellent
home tutors for all Classes/
Subjects/ Areas. 9815504171 Mrs.
Kakkar (Tutors Welcome).

EDUCATION
tors are available for all classes/
subjects. Devikas tutorials since
1995 call:-9872438079, Tutors Welcome.

HOME TUITION available for all
classes/ subjects, Chandigarh, mohali, Panchkula. Udit Education
88473-59112 (tutors welcome).

HOME TUITIONS for 9th, 10th -

HOME TUITIONS/ tutors
available (Female/ Male) all classes/
subjects Chandigarh/ Mohali/
Panchkula. Impact Creators: 8729015647 (Tutors Welcome)

Maths, Science. 11th, 12th Maths,
Physics. Experienced. Contact:
8360754669, Tutor Welcome.

COMMERCE HOME/ Group Tuition +1, +2, (CBSE/ ICSE/ NIOS) Accounts, Economics, Maths, Business
98550-42535, 98763-90450.

CHEMISTRY GROUP & Home Tuitions for +1, +2, JEE/ NEET Panchkula, Chandigarh, Mohali. Contact:
9855420328.

PHYSICS HOME/ Group Classes
for JEE (Main/ Advanced), NEET,
AIIMS preparing Students. Ranvijay
Sir. 7814997347

EXPERT TUITIONS for all subjects +1, +2, B.Com, BBA, BA, MBA,
M.Com in small batches, sector-15A
Chandigarh. 9872991185

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th Mathematics,
Science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc.
Home Tutor. Students getting 98%,
Printed Notes. 9815929292.

ancy, Economics, Operation research. Tax from +1 to B.Com/ BBA/
MBA Sudheer Kumaar 9780462691

CBSE/ICSE TUITIONS for 6th10th Class (Maths/Science), Sec-24D,
Chandigarh. Experienced lady tutor.
9465225660.

vance Mathematics Question +1, +2.
Shivam Mathematics SCO 273 32D
Chandigarh 8360375478.

EXCELLENT HOME/ Group Tuitions. All Classes/ Subjects, Spoken
English, French, Hobbies, Tricity
7986747767. Tutors Welcome

ENGLISH SPEAKING
IELTS MBA coaching English speaking grammar, personality development academics +1, +2, special
batches on Saturday. Sunday
3036/44-D, Chandigarh. 9876440363, 0172-2663036 www.ritaenglishacademy.com

COACHING FOR IELTS Spoken
English Grammar from Highly
experienced trainer at Phase-2
Mohali. 99147-98999

WEAK IN English Speaking and
Grammar. Don't Worry, Join
Hpsa,SCO 653, Sector 70, Mohali.
Call:7087867050

SPEAK ENGLISH fluently like foreigner. accent training, pronunciation
improvement, public speaking.
Home Tuition only. 8427812846

EXPERT COACHING in Economics
+1, +2, B.Com Coaching Sector-41D,
Accounts, Economics, Business by
(CA, CS Vidushi, Shri Ram College of
Commerce, London School of
Economics UK Passout) Produced
AIR-5 in 12th CBSE 2017, Contact:
Vidushi Commerce Classes.
9988457457.

for 11th and 12th at Grammar Smart
School, Dhakoli, 9530902938,
9877702163.

NIOS, BBA, B.Com, BA, MBA,
Accounts. Reasonable fees,
9592011001.

NEET) Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase
11 Mohali, Excellent results 2018
boards (5 students scored above
90%) 9417185881

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
REGULAR AND customized classes

PHYSICS (9896701044),
Chemistry (9041256907) Mathematics (7009701574) (CBSE/ ICSE/)
Home/ Group Tuitions (10th- 12th,
JEE, NEET) SEC-34.

HOME TUITION 9th, 10th, +1, +2,

for Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Portuguese, French, Norwegian, Japanese and other language. Epitome
language services 9876002020,
01724043122

CBSE, NCERT ( Short Duration) +1,
+2 Fifteen years Experience (Mathematics 98157-25385) (Chemistry
98550-24657), (Physics 9501457805).

ACCOUNTS ECONOMICS +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction, (13
years), Pushpender. 8427273894.

EXCELLENT COACHING for
Mathematics, +1, +2, Science, Maths,
9th, 10th, in Phase-3A, Mohali.
99151-01921.

HOME TUITIONS upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2
(Chemistry, Biology) Qualified
Female Tutor 9815891571.

RESULT ORIENTED home Tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee contact Anand
Tutorials 7307203050,
9888407884.

LOAN/FINANCE
CASH ON swipe of credit card at

LEARN COOKING and Baking

FIVE SEATED Teakwood Sofa with

HOME/ GROUP Tuition AccountCONCEPTUAL PHYSICS,

GST REGISTRATION, GST returns, all types of Business Accounting, ITR's, Tally/ Accounts Training
with 9888389367

Medical & Commerce) in Simplified
way in Sector-35, Chandigarh, One
Week Free Demo. 9814711682.

PAY PER doubt jee main-jee AdPHYSICS/ CHEMISTRY, NCERT,

CHEMISTRY (NCERT/ JEE/

ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

WANTED FRESHER B.Com
Assistant, B.Tech Electrical PLC
Faculty/ Marketing Executives,
Computer Operators, Diploma
Mechanical Engineers
sunrise40chd@gmail.com
9888195107

Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and institute doubts
clearance. Highly experienced
Teacher. 9876444333.

MATHEMATICS +1, +2 (Non-

WASHING MACHINE, Fridge,

EDUCATION
EDUCATION

COACHING
PHYSICS HELPLINE XI, XII. Small

MOTORCYCLE
FOR SALE

Life Insurance, Vehicle Insurance.
Health Insurance, and investment.
7814395797.

UNIQUE INTERIORS and Reno-

and join Fine arts Institutes, UGC/
Govt, recognized. SCO 103/ 40-c,
Chandigarh 7786810001,
7508704248

Plumber, Welder, Mechnical, Cooking, Nannycare, fee 700 gap students contact Softech Mohali
9988237136

CONTACT FOR all Kind of Loan,

INTERIOR
DECORATION

ADMISSION OPEN learn Tattoos

10TH, 12TH, BA, MA, Electrical,

CHEMISTRY HOME Tuitions +1,+2 HOME/ GROUP Tuitions and Tu-

Australia, Canada, Germany,
Finland, New Zealand, Serbia,
Singapore, Hungry, Malta, Denmark,
Norway, Italy, Latvia, South Korea,
USA, UK etc, contact G3 Overseas
Consultant 8427008602.

WANTED HOME Tutors (Female/

REQUIRE FEMALE Office

Estate Firm in Zirakpur With Own
Vehicle, Computer Knowledge 9878392666

MANUFACTURERS OF Car Shed,

ASTROLOGY

STUDY/ TOURIST visa for

JOB OPENING in Airtel Mohali

ACCOUNTS, GST training course

WANTED MALE Executive For Real

AUTHENTIC PRIVATE -

6200, Singapore 3200, Malaysia
2800, Thailand Free, Saiglobal Consultancy Chandigarh. 9041068379

Computer Operator, Counselor for
Banking, Salary: 12500- 20000,
Showroom 117, 2nd floor, Phase-7
Mohali. Contact:- 9988402447,
9815174150.

fresher/experienced accountant
male/female. Conveyance preferred.
Chartered accountant firm. Contact
9872718187.

REQUIRED OFFICE manager with URGENTLY NEED Fresher/ Exp
civil engineering / construction
background with knowledge of
computer & accounts. Salary as per
merit, Chandigarh office Contact :
6280006561 smoudgill99@
gmail.com

AUTHORISED ADVERTISEMENT booking Agency: all News-

BEAUTIFUL DUBAI Visa Rs.

REQUIRED CANDIDATES for 5-

REQUIRED RECEPTIONIST,

URGENTLY REQUIRED qualified

digarh requires CA, CA Inter, Articled Assistants. B.Com/ M.Com.
Computer knowledge must. Contact93161-35981, 99883-63013.

ADVERTISING &
MARKKETING

after 10th send your child for
schooling at Australia, NO-IELTS, for
details contact G3 Overseas
Consultant 8427008602.

(Corel Draw) for Advertising Agency
right Media SCO 52-53 Sector-9D
Chandigarh 98550-77736.

10 years Experienced QA, Office
Executive Experienced Marketing
Executive Web Developer, MBA
Candidate Graphic Designer, Mass
Communication Candidates.
(Attractive Salary) DM Pharma SCO,
166 Ist Floor Sector 38C
09356366888 ho@dmpharma.co.in

Time Account Knowledge of Tally
Office at Kharar. # 98760- 00162,
99151-00162.

50 YEARS old firm of CAs in Chan-

workshop, corner plot at prime
location on main road in Industrial
Area, Chandigarh with lots of
parking space, available on lease
with fully automated and latest
equipments. 98140-17399.

AUSTRALIA SCHOOLING Visa,

WANTED GRAPHIC Designer
REQUIRED SALES staff for real

(Female), Marketing Executive,
Marketing Manager, labour for Flex
Fitting, 5 field boys. Salary no bar
for deserving candidates
01725031273, 9872511273

RUNNING MULTIBRAND

DEEMAK, COCKROACHES,
REQUIRED COMPUTER expert

telecaller, counselor and legal
advisor required Salary 10-35000 +
incentives Next day joining. Six days
working. 9646890442.

for a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069

ASTROLOGY PROVIDES peace

(Female) for Cosmetics and gift shop
sector 71 Mohali. 88720-09964.

Inside Sales and Field Sales Executive for Chandigarh. Contact:9888004520, 96461-39393.

IMMIGRATION EXPERIENCED

REQUIRED BACKEND Office job

BUSINESS

JOBS IN Sales/ Marketing/ Telecalling Chandigarh/ Punjab/ Himachal,
Salary 10,000 to 18,000. No
Charges. 8264668478.

ADMISSIONS

COMPUTER OPERATOR wanted SINCE 1983 manufacturers of

BUSINESS

DETECTIVE
Counselor-2, and IELTS/PTE
Teacher-2 female. Contact
9888882793, 9888862793.

GLASS FITTINGS

CAR FOR SALE

URGENT REQUIRED Study Visa

WANTED CASH Counter person

REQUIRED TALLY Coordinator,

wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069

experienced qualified Hindi TGT and
Computer Teacher for Nayagaon
School Contact Blossom School
8557914405,9592750548

Experienced Visa Counselors and
Telecallers at Mohali. Handsome
Salary + Incentives - 9888842411.

ESM INDIA Overseas Education (for

B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc

URGENTLY REQUIRED expert

job in Chandigarh for medical instrument manufacturing company
9805300360, 9779437474

EMPLOYMENT

SEEMAA SINGH, a prominent face

REQUIRED FRESHERS/ experienced Female/ Male
Telecallers/ Counselors knowledge
of Admin./ H.R, Mohali.
0172-4635255, 73076-85005.

Sales/Marketing Officers/District
Manager: Female/Male with Good
Communication Skills in Tri-City
Area for House Keeping Products
having Own 2 Wheeler & Licence.
Contact: 97791-97742.

Science Qualification and Computer
Operating knowledge. Bioage
Equipment and Services Plot 468 FF
Sector 82, Mohali. Contact:
9872004528.

HIRING AIR-HOSTESS/ Airlines

REQUIRED RECEPTIONIST and REQUIRED ACCOUNTANT/

URGENT HIRING PHP/Wordpress

WANTED INSTITUTIONAL

WANTED LAB Technician with

DIE FITTER and machine operator

KPS WORLD School (CBSE Affili-

Computer Knowledge for coaching
institute in Chandigarh. Send
resume to:- recruitment.
official10@gmail.com, 9915214599

Jalandhar
Hamirpur
Mohali
Panchkula

science teachers for class VI to Xth
for 46 branch. Aims Tutorial, SCO
171-172, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh.
9988506200

Office-Coordinator with good
Communication-Skills, Fresher can
Apply. Tally-operator also Required
Contact-Komfort Sales SCO32
Madhya-Marg Sector-7C Chandigarh
9815300159

REQUIRED FREELANCE Female

EMPLOYMENT

URGENTLY REQUIRED

WANTED FEMALE/MALE

REQUIRE RECEPTIONIST With

Walk-in with your resume at IPB!

Marketing Executives For Tri City &
Punjab in Tourism Company
Contact- 9779988818, sudesh@
atlantictourism.in

REQUIRED FEMALE maths and

sellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives Freshers can also apply. Ekam
Tour & Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd
floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

Tuition's at Holy Kids, Nabha Sahib
Zirakpur ICSE, CBSE, PSEB (I-X)
83607-54456.

EMPLOYMENT
REQUIRED EXPERIENCE

in Manimajra Require Marketing
staff. office Job. Experienced/
Freshers with excellent
Communication Skills. marketing@
salvuspharma.com 9646002349,
9888902349

URGENT REQUIREMENT Coun-

REQUIRED TEACHER'S for

Walk-In

EMPLOYMENT

A PCD/ Franchise Pharma Company

diet clinic, with good communication
and computer skills, Contact: 8288843032.

product uploading, website backend
Nutrition Shoppe Plot No. 54,
Industrial Area, Phase-1,
Chandigarh. Call: 9317772227.

tive cum receptionist- Graduate, 1
year experience in sales and admin,
good communication skills 2. Slimming Therapist full time, salary 1215k. Shape Up Fitness Hub. Contact:
98881-94364, 79739-65926.

EMPLOYMENT

NEED A female graduate, for our

COMPUTER OPERATOR for

REQUIRED 1. Female Sales Execu-

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>> PARVEEN - 8872502111, AMARPREET 9888935409

MIGLANI COMMERCE home
tuition Accounts, Economics,
Business Study, Maths for +1, +2.
Mob: 98729-73319.

EXPERT COACHING In Legal
Studies for XI & XII in Panchkula.
(Female Tutor) Contact-7986505626

RESULT ORIENTED home tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee Contact Anand
Tutorials 7307203050,
9888407884.
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DEMOCRACY UNTESTED

4 BOOKED FOR
SNATCHING ₹12K
FROM TRUCK
DRIVER IN MULLANA

Critical chapters dropped
from CBSE Class 10 exam
SELECTIVE EXCLUSION Experts believe decision to reduce ‘burden’ of curriculum on
students is ‘unhealthy’, will lead to devaluation of subject and is interfering with NCERT’s work
Srishti Jaswal
n

Srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Chapters on democracy and diversity in the Class 10
social science syllabus for the
2019-2020 session will not figure
in the final exams, the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has decided.
Three chapters from the Democratic Politics Book-I, namely,
‘democracy and diversity’, ‘popular struggle and movements’
and ‘challenges to democracy’,
will be not evaluated in board
examination 2020.
A circular released by CBSE
says the said chapters will be
“assessed in the periodic tests,
but will not be evaluated in the
board examination.”
The decision is believed to be a
part of a curriculum rationalisation exercise undertaken by the
human resource development
ministry reduce the “burden” of
the curriculum on students
According to CBSE, the chapter, ‘challenges to democracy’,
includes ‘thinking about challenges’, ‘political reforms’ and
‘redefining democracy’, while
the chapter, ‘popular struggles
and movements’, creates understanding of the vital role of people's struggle in the expansion of
democracy.
The chapter ‘democracy and
diversity’ analyses the relation-

›

The NCERT should be
the body that should
decide the curriculum.
However, CBSE is calling
the shots.

›

Children should be
holistically evaluated.
What is being done is not
healthy and will have a
harmful long-term effect.

KRISHNA KUMAR, ex-chairman,
NCERT

PROFESSOR SATVINDERPAL KAUR
education department, PU

ship between social cleavages
and political competition with
reference to the Indian situation.

which promoted flexibility
among teachers as well as students. The idea was to delink
textbook from examination and
promote students’ interest in the
subject,” says Krishna Kumar,
former NCERT chairman
What is happening now is that
CBSE is taking away the flexibility from the textbooks, he says,
adding, “The NCERT should be
the body that should decide the
curriculum. However, CBSE is
calling the shots.”

NO EXAM WILL LEAD TO
LAX ATTITUDE
A government schoolteacher
requesting anonymity as she is
not authorised to speak to the
media says, “CBSE has made
these crucial chapters in a way
optional for students. These will
be evaluated in the periodic tests
but students know that they
won’t be tested in the boards so
they’re not likely to go in for
in-depth study.”
Approving “pruning of the
syllabus,” she says there are four
books for the social science
examination of 80 marks.
“The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) textbooks that students read today were carefully
designed after the National Curriculum Framework, 2005. The
book was designed in a way

CBSE’S ‘INTERFERENCE’
Echoing Kumar’s thoughts, HS
Mamik, chairman of Vivek High
School, Sector 38, says CBSE, an
examination body, cannot
decide on what should and
should not be included in the syllabus. “ NCERT and a team of
academicians should be advising
the government. CBSE is just
interfering in other people’s
work,” he adds
Reema Dewan, principal,

Delhi Public School, Sector 40C,
and CBSE city coordinator, says,
“There are 20 marks allotted for
political science in the board
exam and the syllabus is sufficient. The three chapters
(excluded) will be given due
weightage and taught in the periodic exams.”
Professor Satvinderpal Kaur
of the department of education,
Panjab University, too, does not
think this is the right thing to do
to reduce the students’ workload.
“Chapters such as ‘popular
struggle’ and’ movements and
challenges to democracy’ have
their own importance in making
of the child understand past
struggles. The child’s knowledge
of these topics must be holistically evaluated. What is being
done is not healthy and will have
a harmful long-term effect.”
Satvinderpal Kaul feels all
chapters are interrelated in
social sciences and students’
understanding of the chapters in
question will be poor. The alteration in the curriculum is
unplanned and haphazard. “For
the purpose of political socialisation understanding of democratic setup is minimum, without it what is the value of social
science?” she asks
CBSE regional director and
CBSE Delhi did not respond to
questions.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : The district police on

Monday booked four people for
snatching cash from a truck
driver near Mullana, 35 kilometres from here.
The truck driver, Rakesh, was
going with his family towards
Mukerian in Punjab from Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh.
The accused—Jaidev and
Johny, residents of Thamber village, Gurwinder of Mullana village, and Madan of Saha—were
booked under Section 379-B
(snatching) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
Investigation officer sub-inspector Lajja Ram said, “Two
accused, Jaidev and Gurwinder,
were caught by public and they
have been arrested. Two accused
identified as Madan and Johny
are absconding and will be
arrested soon.”
The complainant said, “When
we reached near Kalpi bridge in
Saha, a black car came from
behind and parked it in front of
my truck. Three youngsters got
down, started scuffling with my
brother.
“I stopped some passersby
and cars for help. Two youngsters snatched ₹12,000 from my
brother’s pocket and fled. With
the help of passersby, we managed to catch hold of two of them
and handed them over to the
police; two others managed to
escape.”
On Monday, Jaidev and Gurwinder were presented before
the court which sent them to twoday police remand.

education/tricity
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‘Political leadership
took a gutsy step with
GST, demonetisation’
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The principal economic adviser to the ministry of
finance, Government of India,
Sanjeev Sanyal, on Monday said
if they are given the next five
years, they have more painful
things in store.
Sanyal was at Panjab University to deliver the 55th PU Colloquium address on 21st century
economics. He talked about
Goods and Services Tax (GST),
insolvency bankruptcy code,
demonetisation and other economic reforms introduced by the
incumbent government.
“GST is not a new discovery.
We debated on it for 20 years. The
political leadership took a gutsy
call. For three months, it did not
work. Then it started working
and people accepted it. Is it a perfect system? No. But it is a better
system. When you introduce
changes to a complex country
like ours, the only way is to do it,”
he said.

ATTEMPT TO CHANGE
BUSINESS CULTURE
On demonetisation, he said, “It
might seem a very destructive
move if taken out of context. We
were simultaneously working at
the reforms in taxes, in real
estate, economic offenders. We
are forcing everyone to follow
the rules. It is an attempt to
change the business culture in
the country.”
Talking about the introduction of insolvency bankruptcy
code, Sanyal said in the previous
economic systems, the bad loans
had gone out of hand. “We had to
take a different approach. The
banks would have to recognise

n

Sanjeev Sanyal, principal economic adviser to the Union finance
ministry, at Panjab University, Chandigarh, on Monday. ANIL DAYAL/HT

SAYS GST IS NOT A
PERFECT SYSTEM BUT IT
IS A BETTER SYSTEM.
WITH DEMONETISATION
AND GST, HE SAYS, THE
GOVERNMENT TOOK A
GUTSY STEP, MAKING
CHANGES IN A
COMPLEX COUNTRY
the NPAs. We thought of creating a bank of bad loans and the
banks could be recapitalised so
that they can go back to lending
again,” said he.
“Till now, we have resolved
nearly 50 bankruptcy cases,” he
said, mentioning Bhushan Steel.
“Benefits of these reforms are
long term,” said Sanyal, adding
that more are in the pipeline.
“The single most important

reform required is the judicial
reform. There are 34 million
cases stuck in the courts,” he
said.
FORMER V-C TALKS
ABOUT FUNDING FOR PU
Former Panjab University vicechancellor, Arun K Grover, in a
talk with Sanjeev Sanyal, asked
for central funding to PU. He
talked about the university’s
condition, the work he was doing
for the varsity till his term ended
and the suo moto case in the Punjab and Haryana high court. He
said the university was still governed by the 1904 Act and needed
reforms to which Sanyal replied
that higher education itself
needed serious reforms. Grover
said he will take an appointment
with the principal adviser after
the model code of conduct ends
and inform him in detail about
the matters.

Wife’s illicit relations Nurse accuses doc of grabbing
in suicide note
led to murder: Police property papers
Man strangulates wife Re-exam for PSEB
THE ALLEGATIONS WERE
ADDED TO THE FIRST
to death in Ludhiana Classes 10 and 12
INFORMATION REPORT.
B O DY F O U N D I N F I E L D S

HT Correspondent

MOHALI : Illicit relations are sus-

was found the next morning by a
labourer in a field of wheat. Initial
investigation pointed out that not
just Pooja but a tailor identified as
Shahnawaz with whom she used
to work was missing. Shahnawaz
is also married and has four children. “Shahnawaz's wife objected
to Pooja's closeness to her husband and Anil stopped her from
working with him. This led to
strained relations,” Pooja’s
brother told the police.

pected to be the reason behind the
murder of Anil Krishan Tank
(35), of Kandivali in Mumbai,
whose body was found as in the
fields in Toffanpur village in
Lalru on April 11, cops said
on Monday.The body had ‘Anil’
tattooed in Hindi on right arm.
Police are now looking for the
wife of deceased Pooja and her
paramour Shahnawaz, a tailor,
who are on the run since April 10.
Simarnjit Singh, DSP Dera
Bassi, said, “The deceased had
signs of strangulation with
barbed wire besides injuries
inflicted with stones and blunt
objects. We recovered a brick
used in crime as well.”
Anil, a sanitation worker,
working in Mumbai, had come to
Chandigarh to take his children
and wife Pooja staying with her
parents in Mauli Jagran.
On April 10, Anil went for a
walk with his wife Pooja. His body

TAILOR’S TAG HELPED
IDENTIFY ANIL
It was a tailor's tag on Anil's shirt
that helped cops identify him.
Police called the tailor whose
number was on the tag and sent a
picture of body. The tailor helped
police connect with Anil's family
in Mumbai who agreed to come to
Lalru, and identified the body on
Sunday. Even though Anil went
missing on April 10, his in-laws
did not inform his family. HTC

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The nurse, who along

with her son had on Saturday
jumped into Sirhind Canal following a suicide pact, left two
suicide notes — one was found
at the spot from where they had
taken the plunge and the other
one was recovered from their
house.
As per the note in possession
of Bassi Pathana police, nurse
Jasveer Kaur’s employer, Dr
Balbir Singh Shah, owner of
Shah Hospital in Model Town,
had grabbed the documents of
her house to recover ₹9 lakh,
allegedly embezzled by her son.
Bassi Pathana SHO Jagdeep
Singh said relatives of the
deceased presented a suicide
note reportedly left behind by
Jasveer.
“In that note, Jasveer has
mentioned that Dr Shah took
the documents of her property

DR SHAH, OTHER
ACCUSED ARE ON THE
RUN. HIS MOBILE PHONE
IS ALSO SWITCHED OFF,
SAYS POLICE

in his custody. We have added
these allegations to the first
information report (FIR),” he
added.
When asked about Dr Shah,
the SHO said, “He is on the run
along with other accused. His
mobile phone is also switched
off. However, efforts are on to
nab them.”
Meanwhile,
Jasveer’s
nephew Dalbeer Singh said,
“My aunt has also mentioned in
her suicide note those property
documents should be given to

campusconnnect

her mother after recovering the
same from Dr Balbir Singh Shah
and other accused.”
He alleged that on Friday, the
accused had held his cousin
Dhan Krishan, who used to
work in the hospital’s accounts
department, captive and sought
my aunt’s property documents
for his release.
“The harassment forced
them to end their lives by jumping into a canal,” Dalbeer added.
In the case, Bassi Pathana
police have already booked Dr
Balbir Singh Shah, Dr Parminder Kaur, Dr Jasmeet and a
chartered accountant Pawan
Gupta on the charges of abetment to suicide.

SON’S BODY YET TO
BE FISHED OUT
While the body Jasveer Kaur,
46, was fished out from the Sirhind Canal on Sunday, her son
Dhan Krishan, 22, remains
untraceable.

BLOOD DONATION
CAMP ORGANISED
MOHALI: The Indo Global Group of
Colleges in association with the
department of transfusion medicine,
Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research, Chandigarh,
organised a two-day health awareness programme and blood donation
camp. Around 220 units of blood
were collected. Poster making
competition, quiz and slogan writing
competition were also held.

MOHALI: Golden Bells Public School,
Sector 77, organised a special assembly to mark the Baisakhi celebrations
on Monday. Students presented
various speeches and plays. Students
enacted sequences of Jaliawalan
Masacre. Students of Classes 1and 2
presented giddha. Students of Classes
5 and 6 went on a field trip. Chairman
Col CS Bawa apprised the students of
the importance of Baisakhi.

MOHALI: A national conference on
education for persons with disability
concluded at Chandigarh Group of
Colleges, Landran. JS Saini, disability
activist (NITTTR: National Institute of
Technical Teachers Training and
Research) said, “Almost 5% of the
world’s population is disabled, out of
which 67 lakh are Indians and 25 lakh
of them are deprived of education.
This is because of the fact that
political parties ignore the problem
of persons with disability especially
on the education front.” “Chandigarh
is the sixth city in India to be considered accessible and disabled friendly
in terms of special infrastructure,”
said professor BS Chavan, director
principal, Government Medical
College and Hospital (GMCH).

PEC students display
innovative projects
CHANDIGARH: Career Development
and Guidance Centre (CDGC) of
Punjab Engineering College (PEC),

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Punjab School Educa-

tion Board conducted re-exam
for Classes 10 and 12.
Class 10 exams were conducted in sewing, music, agriculture, engineering, drawing
and duplicating, health sciences
and Class 12 exams were conducted in general Punjabi, elective English, social sciences, Sanskrit, religion, music, psychology and media studies.
In Class 10, 35 students filled
the form and 24 students turned
up. In Class 12, 43 students filled
the form and 41 students turned
up. Chairman of PSEB Manohar
Kant Kalohia visited the exam
centre at the main office of PSEB
in Mohali to check for unfair
means.

Special assembly held

ST ANNE’S CONVENT SCHOOL

PGGCG-42 bids farewell
to outgoing batch

National conference
concludes at CGC Landran

after three years and Gurmeet
used to blame Kiranjit for it and
used to thrash her,” he told the
police.
He added that on Friday, Gurmeet Singh called him up
informing that Kiranjit had suffered a cardiac arrest and died.
“As we were expecting some
of our family members to arrive
from abroad, the cremation was
delayed till Sunday. When we
took the body to cremation
ground, I spotted marks of strangulation on her neck and immediately alerted the police,” Desraj said.
During police questioning, the
accused confessed to his crime.
The FIR under Section 302 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has been
registered against him at the
HTC
Khanna City-2

schoolnotes
GOLDEN BELLS PUBLIC SCHOOL

CHANDIGARH: A farewell party was
organised by the department of
computer applications of Post
Graduate Government College for
Girls, Sector 42, Chandigarh, for the
outgoing batches, in the college
auditorium. The students presented
a cultural programme. Fashion show
and modelling by the outgoing
batches were the highlights of the
day. Principal of the college, professor Binu Dogra wished the students a
bright future and success in all
endeavours of life. Professor Punam
Agarwal, head of the department,
delivered the vote of thanks.

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA: The Khanna police
have arrested a man for killing
his wife allegedly for not bearing
a child even after three years of
marriage.
The accused, Gurmeet Singh,
had on April 12 strangulated Kiranjit Kaur, 21, to death with a
piece of rope, police said on Monday. Gurmeet tried to pass it off
as a cardiac arrest, but was busted after kin of the victim noticed
strangulation marks on her
neck, police added.
The FIR was registered following the statement of Kiranjit’s father Desraj, a resident of
Bhadalthuha village falling
under Amloh of Fatehgarh Sahib
district.
Desraj stated that his daughter had married Gurmeet in 2016.
“The couple was childless even

Silver jubilee of religious
vocation of principal

n

Students at the 28th annual convocation and prize distribution function of the Government College,
SANT ARORA/HT
Sector 1, Panchkula, on Monday.

Sector 12, in association with American Express and Punjab Engineering
College Old Students Association
(PECOSA) organised Open House on
Monday. It is a programme aimed to
create more awareness regarding
science and its implications in daily
life. Around 45 projects were displayed on Day 1 of Open House.

First-ever map quiz
organised for PG students
CHANDIGARH: The Centre for
Advanced Study, department of
geography, Panjab University, in
collaboration with Indian National
Cartographic Association (INCA),
Chandigarh Chapter, organised the
first ever Map Quiz for post graduate
students. Prashant Kumar, director,
Survey of India, Chandigarh, and
chairman, INCA Chandigarh Chapter,
and OP Sarna, secretary, INCA
Chandigarh Chapter, informed
students about INCA and its activities. Around 110 students of geography, remote sensing and disaster
management participated.

FDP commences at UIAMS
CHANDIGARH: University Institute of
Applied Management Science
(UIAMS), Panjab University, organised a faculty development programme that commenced on
Monday. Vice-chancellor of Punjabi
University, Patiala, BS Ghuma, spoke

about the need to select appropriate
research technique for the interpretation of results. He specified various
steps to be followed by a researcher
for good research work. Dean of
University Instruction (DUI), Shankarji Jha, talked about the necessity of
conducting contemporary research
to resolve practical issues in an
ethical manner.

PU declares results
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University has
declared the results of BE (bio-technology), first Semester, BSc physics
and electronics, first Semester, BSc in
physics, first Semester, for examinations held in December 2018; of BE
(civil), even semesters (re-appear),
January 2019. The students can see
their results on their respective
departments/colleges/university
website.

PU teacher to be president of
SAAP organising committee
CHANDIGARH: Roshan Lal, faculty
member, department of psychology,
Panjab University, has been nominated as the president of the
organising committee of the next
conference of South Asian Association of Psychologists (SAAP) in India.
He has also been authorised to create
the organising committee from India
by including representatives from all
South Asian Countries and to invite

them for the next SAAP Conference2019.

Hostel farewell at MCM DAV
CHANDIGARH: MCM DAV College for
Women organised a farewell to bid
adieu to its outgoing hostellers.
Authorities motivated the students
to adopt a collaborative approach in
life. As an expression of their adoration for principal Nisha Bhargava,
Afghani students presented her a
portrait. Cultural extravaganza
marked the occasion, with an array
of dance performances, music and
fun games.

ISA members protest at
PU over demands
CHANDIGARH: Indian Students’
Association (ISA) members, including
the Panjab University Campus
Students’ Council (PUCSC) vice-president Daler Singh, sat on a protest
outside the vice-chancellor’s office
on Monday. They were to start a
hunger strike on their unfulfilled
demands but the dean students’
welfare (DSW) Emanual Nahar met
them and heard their demands. The
demands included e-notice boards
on the campus, a canteen in BMS
block in south campus, implementing the concept of free bicycles,
medical shops in sector 25, buses for
field work and online feedback
forms.

CHANDIGARH: St Anne’s Convent
School, Sector 32-C, celebrated the
silver jubilee of religious vocation of
principal Shyni Paul on Monday.
Children presented songs and folk
dances. Teachers of the school also
sang a melodious number. The Bishop
admired the consistent hard work and
dedication of the principal. He
mentioned the commendable
progress of the school under her
leadership. The principal was felicitated with token of love and memento.

KIDS ‘R’ KIDS SCHOOL

Baisakhi celebrated
MOHALI: Kids ‘R’ Kids School, Sector
42-C, celebrated Baisakhi on Monday.
Children came dressed in traditional
attire and performed gidda and
bhangra. The students were apprised
of the importance of festival. Director
Principal Anupam Grewal lauded the
efforts of the students and teachers.

BRILLIANCE WORLD SCHOOL

Special assembly
conducted
PANCHKULA: Brilliance World School
conducted a special assembly to mark
the Baisakhi celebrations. Children
presented songs and dances. Children
were apprised of the significance of
the day.

KNOWLEDGE BUS GLOBAL SCHOOL

Tributes paid to
Jallianwala Bagh martyrs
MOHALI: The Knowledge Bus Global
School students paid tribute to the

n

Children of Kids ‘R’ Kids School, Sector 42, celebrating Baisakhi in Chandigarh on Monday.

Jallianwala Bagh Martyrs on Monday.
Students delivered speeches and
recited poems. Students also watched
the videos and spoke about the
incident in today’s context. Principal
Anisha Sahapathi said it was an
attempt to connect the youth with
the incident deeply.
ST JOSEPH’S SENIOR SECONDARY

Bin-making activity
CHANDIGARH: A bin-making activity
was conducted at the senior block of
St Joseph’s Senior Secondary School,
Sector 44-D, Ashoka House. Students
made bins uding eco-friendly materials like newspapers and cardboard.
The aim of the activity was to make
children understand the importance
of re-using.

SHARDA SARVHITKARI
MODEL SCHOOL

Awareness campaign held
CHANDIGARH: Sharda Sarvhitkari
Model Senior Secondary School,
Sector 40-D, launched a campaign to
create awareness about the general
elections among parents and teachers
on Monday. Students were apprised
of the importance of voting and took
a pledge to urge their parents to vote.
The entire school participated in the

HT PHOTO

signature campaign. A poster-making
activity was also organised. Children
also took part in a miniature drama.

SACRED SOULS’ SCHOOL

VEDIC GIRLS SCHOOL

MOHALI: Sacred Souls’ School
conducted a special assembly to mark
the Baisakhi celebrations on Monday.
Educational activities like explanation
of the germination process and
storytelling were conducted for the
LKG students whereas the UKG
students took home self-grown
wheat grasses. Children sang, danced
and enjoyed the pizza treat.

Seminar on child rights
CHANDIGARH: Vedic Girls School
conducted a seminar was conducted
on-’Child Rights and Protection’. Dr
Upneet, deputy director of Institute
of Correctional Administration, was
the resource person. She addressed
the teachers and shared very useful
information on child rights, child
abuse and protection.

COL VR MOHAN DAV
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Students deliver
speeches
DERA BASSI: Col VR Mohan DAV Public
School celebrated Baisakhi and the
birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar
on Monday. A special morning
assembly was conducted wherein
students of Classes 1 to 10 delivered
speeches. All the students of the
Pre-primary wing came dressed in
yellow attire. They also brought
yellow dishes in their lunch boxes.
Principal Sarita Yadav praised the
students for their participation.

Learning activities

SHIVALIK PUBLIC SCHOOL

BR Ambedkar
remembered
MOHALI: Shivalik Public School
celebrated Baisakhi and the birth
anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar on
Monday. A special assembly for was
conducted for Classes 3-4. The
assembly started with devotional
songs, followed by speeches, poems,
dances and plays. A PowerPoint
presentation was presented by
teacher Saroj. Students of Classes 4
and 5 presented a skit on Jallianwala
massacre. Opinder Kaur spoke about
the life of Dr BR Ambedkar through
her PowerPoint presentation. Principal Anup Kiran Kaur appreciated the
efforts of teachers and students.
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Just want to carry my form into WC: Shami
GAME ON Kings XI Punjab
take on Rajasthan Royals in
their fifth home match today
Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: India pacer Mohammed Shami is

in the form of his life and he wants to
carry that into the World Cup beginning
May 30 in England.
“I am thankful to almighty Allah that
I have got another chance to play in the
World Cup for my country. I am in the
best shape of my life, I am in good rhythm
and I just want to carry this to the World
Cup,” Shami, who turns out for IPL team
Kings XI Punjab, said here on Tuesday.
He said that he has been continuously
working on his fitness. “I am feeling
same rhythm I was feeling at the start
(international debut in 2013),” he said
after being named in the World Cup.
“From players to coaching staff to
management, everyone has backed me,
now it is my turn to repay,” the 28-yearold, who has 113 wickets from 63 ODIs,
said. The in-form Indian pacer also
attributed his successful ODI comeback to his good Test performances
over the last one year.
“It has been a long journey. I
played the 2015 World Cup, then
got injured and it took me two
years to recover. After the rehab, I
made it to the 2016 World T20 squad.
Then after a while, I got full confidence
and felt like I was back on track.

HEAD TO HEAD
Matches: 18
Rajasthan Royals won: 10
n

(Left) Mohammed Shami; Rajasthan Royals ( in pink) and Kings XI Punjab players
practice ahead of their match at PCA Stadium on Monday.
PHOTO: RAVI KUMAR/HT

Kings XI Punjab won: 7
Tied: 1+
+ Kings XI Punjab beat Rajasthan
Royals in super over after match
ended in a tie.
LAST YEAR’S MATCHES
Rajasthan Royals beat Kings XI
Punjab by 15 runs at Jaipur
Kings XI Punjab beat Rajasthan
Royals by 6 wickets at Indore
MEETING IN CURRENT EDITION
Kings XI Punjab beat Rajasthan
Royals by 14 runs at Jaipur
FOR THE RECORD
n Jos Buttler who scored 288 runs
at an average of 41.14 and a
strike rate of 153.19 in seven
n innings is the highest
run-getter for Rajasthan
Royals in the current
tournament.
n Chris Gayle’s unbeaten 99 in the last
match was his 100th fifty+ knock
in 370 innings of 378 matches in
S PERVEZ QAISER
T-20

U N D E R - 1 9 D H R U V PA N D OV E T R O P H Y

Chandigarh pocket three
points in drawn game
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :

Chandigarh
secured three points in a drawn
game against Ropar during the
ongoing in Inter-District cricket
tournament for Under-19 Dhruv
Pandove Trophy played at DAV
School, Sector 8, Chandigarh.
Batting first, Ropar scored 205
in 73.5 overs with opener Saksham Gupta scoring (77) and
Gagan Verma (68) doing the
bulk of the scoring. For Chandigarh, Harnoor (4 for 6) was the
most successful bowler.
Replying, Chandigarh scored
216 with Raj Angad (65) and Suryanarain (51) being the main
run-getters. For Ropar, Saksham, Deepak, Lovepreet and
Yashpreet scalped two wickets
each. In the second innings,
Ropar were 46 for 3 when the
match ended. Arshnoor (2 for 20
runs) took two wickets for
Chandigarh.
SARTHAK SLAMS DOUBLE TON FOR AMRITSAR
Sarthak scored double century
for Amritsar in a drawn game
against Sangrur at the Gandhi
Ground. Batting first, Amritsar
scored 400 for 4 in 77 overs
before declaring.
Their innings was sustained
by an opening stand of 171 runs
between Sarthak (200 no) and
Yuvraj Gill (53). Sarthak hit 34
boundaries during his 206-ball
knock. Abhay Chaudhary (73)
was another contributor. Saurab Sharma (2 for 132) was the
most successful bowler for Sangrur. Replying, Sangrur were
bowled out for 150 in 41.4 overs
with Gaurav Sharma contributing 82 runs. Ramandeep (5 for
32) and Dipanshu Chadha (4 for
38) were the most successful
bowlers for Amritsar. Sangrur
in their second essay were 216
for 2 in 58 overs when the match
ended. Jashanpreet Singh (83
no), Gaurav Sharma (39) and
Bheem Kamar (52 no) were the
main run-getters for Sangrur.
NAWANSHAHR BAG
THREE POINTS
Nawanshahr collected three
points on first innings lead

MANSA AND FARIDKOT
TEAMS PLAYED WELL
TO RECORD VICTORIES
OVER HOSHIARPUR
AND FEROZEPUR,
RESPECTIVELY
against Kapurthala in a match
played at Randhir College
Ground, Kapurthala. Batting
first, Kapurthala scored 172 in
76 overs with Gurkeerat Singh
(66 no) and Sameer Khan (42)
being the principal run-getters.
Replying, Nawanshahr scored
203 in 67.2 overs with Prashant
Ahlawat hitting a century (111)
and Sanchit Jain contributing
38 runs.
For Nawanshahr, Sukhdeep
Singh (5 for 29) and Sameer
Khan (3 for 43) were the main
wicket-takers. In their second
innings, Kapurthala scored 124
for 3 in 35 overs when the match
ended. Dhaman (44) was the
main scorer.
PATIALA TAKE 1ST
INNINGS LEAD
Patiala pipped Bathinda on the
first innings and garnered three
points. Batting first, Bathinda
scored 302 for 8 in 95 overs. Raiman Verma (87), Uday Partap
Sharan (86) and Abhishek Singh
(74) were the principal run-getters for Bathinda. For Patiala,
Anurag Watts (3 for 88) was the
main wicket taker.
Replying, Patiala scored 352
for 5 in 95 overs. Their innings
was bolstered by an unbeaten
century by Deepinder Singh
(133), Fatehvir Singh (55), Hiren
Goel (54) and Deepak Kumar
(69).
JALANDHAR-MOHALI
TIE ENDS IN DRAW
The match between Jalandhar
and Mohali played at Jalandhar
ended in a draw with Mohali
taking three points on first
innings lead. Batting first,
Mohali scored 364 for 9 in 95
overs. Their innings was sustained by a double century from
Anshul Chaudhary, who scored
218 off 276 balls with 28 boundaries and 2 sixes while Gurmehar

Singh chipped in with 44. For
Jalandhar, Aryan Mehta (3 for
45), Arun Kalia (3 for 75) and
Saurab (2 for 33) were the main
wicket-takers. Replying, Jalandhar were bowled out for 162 in
56.2 overs. Aditya Partap Singh
(39) and Arun Kalia (41) were the
main scorers for Jalandhar.
Harshdeep Singh (4 foar 41) was
pick of the bowlers for Mohali.
Being made to follow on, Jalandhar were 163 for 7 when the
match ended. Harshdeep Singh
(5 for 61) bagged a fifer for
Mohali.
MANSA LOG 8-WKT WIN
OBVER HOSHIARPUR
Mansa defeated Hoshiarpur by
8 wickets at Government College, Hoshiarpur, to garner six
points. Batting first, Hoshiarpur were bundled out for 67 in
24.4 overs. Shaswat scored the
highest 33 runs. Jaspreet Singh
(4 for 31) and Dalip (2 for 5) were
the main wicket takers for
Mansa. Replying, Mansa scored
101 in 42.1 overs. Shaswat (6 for
30) was the main wicket-taker
for Hoshiarpur. In their second
innings, Hoshiarpur scored 166
with Paramjeet remaining
unbeaten on 74. Mansa in their
second innings scored 100 for 2
in 30 overs with Rajat Patel
remaining unbeaten on 54.

GP Cpt Choudhary wins overall golf title
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: GP Captain DR

Choudhary won the overall title
with a gross score of 72 in the
President Day Golf Cup played at
Panchkula Golf Club on Sunday.
The 2-day event say players competing in five categories. A total
of 348 players participated over
two days.
In the 0-9 handicap category
Brig GJ Singh (gross 75) was the
champion followed closely by
MP Singh (gross 76) at the runners-up position.
In the 10-14 handicap category, Vikram Bhagwan (gross
73) took pole position with Subhash Goel (gross 78) finishing in
the runners-up position. Dr
Tejinder Rana (gross 77) won in
the 15-18 handicap category
while Dr. RK Talwar (gross 78)
finished runners-up in the same
category.
In the senior citizen category,
HMS Bedi (net 28) was first and
Col AN Sharma (net 29) finished
second.
The ladies category had a total
of 16 participants. Sonia Singh

LEARNING PATHS,
SMART WONDER
TO MEET IN FINAL
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA:

FARIDKOT DEFEAT
FEROZEPUR
Faridkot bagged six points
defeating Ferozepur in their
match played at Govt. Brajindera College, Faridkot. Batting
first, Faridkot scored 244 in 72.4
overs. Riwaz Vashist (82) and
Mahdeep Singh (66) being the
main run-getters.
For Ferozepur, Karan Singh
(5 for 76) and Jai Kapoor (5 for
85) were the main wicket-takers.
Replying, Ferozepur in the first
innings were bowled out for 119
in 41 overs.
For Faridkot, Satinder (4 for
18) and Divayanshu (3 for 36)
were the main wicket-takers.
Ferozepur following on were
bowled out for 134 in 32.5 overs.
Faridkot knocked off the
required 13 runs, losing one
wicket in 3.2 overs and won by
nine wickets.

Hosts Learning
Paths School defeated Vivek
High School by 23 runs to enter
the final of the 1st LPS Cricket
Tournament for U-13 at Learning Paths School, Mohali, on
Monday.
Batting first, Learning Paths
School scored 115 for the loss of
nine wickets in 20 overs.
Parth Sharma (33), Chetanaya (23), Yaanis (17) were the
main scorers for the team.
Bikram (4 for 21) and Gurtej (2
for 22) were the main wickettakers for Vivek High School.
In reply, Vivek High School
could only manage scored 92 for
the loss of five wickets in 20
overs.
In the second semifinal,
Smart Wonder School, Mohali,
defeated Strawberry Fields
School, Chandigarh by eight
wickets. The final will be played
on Tuesday.

Second Marshal
Arjan Singh
memorial hockey
meet from today
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The second edition

n

Winners of the President Day Golf Cup at the Panchkula Golf Club
HT PHOTO
on Sunday.

(net 68) won the trophy and Shalini Sheron (net 70) finished runners-up. Lt Gen KJ Singh won
the closest-to-pin contest, while
JS Matharu won the straightest

drive. Vijay Kumar won the
longest drive. Haryana chief secretary Depinder Singh Dhesi
gave away the prizes to the
winners.

IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN
CATEGORY, HMS BEDI
(NET 28) WAS FIRST AND
COL AN SHARMA (NET
29) FINISHED SECOND

of the Marshal Arjan Singh
Memorial International Hockey
Tournament will be held at Air
Force, 3 BRD’s Astro Turf, and
Sector 42 Hockey Stadium from
tomorrow. Sixteen teams,
including country’s top sides
Punjab & Sind Bank, CISF, Railways, and Sri Lankan and Bangladesh Air Force, will compete
for the top honours.
Opening Ceremony will be
chaired by Air Marshal RKS
Shera, AOC-in-C, HQ maintenance command followed by
opening match between Indian
and Sri Lankan Air Force team.
The closing ceremony will be
held on April 25 where
Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa,
chief of the air staff would be the
chief guest.

Karnataka, Punjab win in Santosh Trophy
HTC/Agencies
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab toiled hard to

edge out Sikkim 1-0 while Karnataka thrashed Assam 5-1 in
Group B matches on the eighth
day of the 73rd National Football Championship for Santosh
Trophy at Guru Nanak Stadium
on Monday.
In the first match of the day,
Karnataka proved too good for
Assam in a lopsided match. Karnataka went into lead in the 16th
minute through Biswa KR Darjee and two minutes later, Naorem Roshan Singh scored to
increase the lead. He again
struck in the 23rd minute to
make it 3-0.
Two minutes later, skipper
Vignesh Gunashekar found the
target and in the 31st minute,
Megesh Selva added another
goal to complete the route.
For Assam, the lone goal
came though Bishnu Bordoloi in
the 37th minute. They suffered
third successive defeat.
The second match between
Punjab and Sikkim turned out
to be a close affair. Punjab skipper Taranjit Singh scored the

n

Players in action during a match between Punjab (red) and Sikkim (blue) in the ongoing National
Football Championship at Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Monday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

all-important goal in the 20th
minute.
With this victory, Punjab
secured six points from three
matches and kept their hopes of
making the semifinals alive.

Sikkim continued to stay at the
bottom of the points table. It was
second victory for Punjab out of
three matches.
As of now, Karnataka has
played three matches of which

one ended at tie and they tasted
victory in the remaining two
whereas Assam has played four
matches of which the team has
won two matches and lost
another two.
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BITTU WELCOMES FORMER AAP LEADER AMRINDER
SINGH INTO CONGRESS FOLD
>> ludhiana p3

DUGRI BOY TO
ATTEND ISRO’S
PROGRAMME

OF CULTURE AND TRADITION

GREEN LAND SCHOOL CELEBRATES FOUNDER’S DAY >> campus p2

>>p4

shortstories
SCUFFLE AT
CIVIL HOSPITAL
LUDHIANA: Tension prevailed at
the civil hospital here on Sunday,
after two groups entered into a
heater argument on its premises.
Manmohan Singh, 50, of Shivaji
Nagar, and his son Damanpreet
Singh,15, said their scooter
brushed past a man talking on
phone. Manmohan got angry and
started arguing with them. The
staff then informed police. ››P2

debate of
the week
LS ELECTIONS

HOW CAN
VOTERS’
TURNOUT BE
IMPROVED?
Ludhiana registered 70.4%
turnout in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, which is not an impressive number. Though the
Ludhiana administration has
been organising voter
awareness programs frequently, what should be done
to ensure that more citizens
come out to vote in these
elections? Through what
measures can the polling
above 95% be achieved? Send
your views to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 21.

Nurse accuses doc of
grabbing her property
papers in suicide note
MOTHER, SON END LIVES Kin allege her son was held captive
at the hospital and released only after she handed over documents
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The nurse, who along

with her son had on Saturday
jumped into Sirhind Canal following a suicide pact, left two
suicide notes — one was found at
the spot from where they had
taken the plunge and the other
one was recovered from their
house.
As per the note in possession
of Bassi Pathana police, nurse
Jasveer Kaur’s employer, Dr
Balbir Singh Shah, owner of
Shah Hospital in Model Town,
had grabbed the documents of
her house to recover ₹9 lakh,
allegedly embezzled by her son.
Bassi Pathana SHO Jagdeep
Singh said relatives of the
deceased presented a suicide
note reportedly left behind by
Jasveer.
“In that note, Jasveer has
mentioned that Dr Shah took the

›

We have added these
allegations to the FIR.
Dr Shah and other accused
are on the run. His mobile
phone is also switched off.
JAGDEEP SINGH, Bassi Pathana SHO

documents of her property in his
custody. We have added these
allegations to the first information report (FIR),” he added.
When asked about Dr Shah,
the SHO said, “He is on the run
along with other accused. His
mobile phone is also switched
off. However, efforts are on to
nab them.”
Meanwhile, Jasveer’s nephew
Dalbeer Singh said, “My aunt
has also mentioned in her suicide note those property documents should be given to her
mother after recovering the

same from Dr Balbir Singh Shah
and other accused.”
He alleged that on Friday, the
accused had held his cousin
Dhan Krishan, who used to work
in the hospital’s accounts
department, captive and sought
my aunt’s property documents
for his release.
“The harassment forced them
to end their lives by jumping into
a canal,” Dalbeer added.
In the case, Bassi Pathana
police have already booked Dr
Balbir Singh Shah, Dr Parminder Kaur, Dr Jasmeet and a
chartered accountant Pawan
Gupta on the charges of abetment to suicide.
SON’S BODY YET TO
BE FISHED OUT
While the body Jasveer Kaur, 46,
was fished out from the Sirhind
Canal on Sunday, her son Dhan
Krishan, 22, remains untraceable.

Labourer thrashed
for rape bid
on minor
HT Correspondent
n

Khanna man strangulates wife
to death for not bearing child
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:

A labourer was
thrashed by residents of Kakowal Road after they found him
trying to rape a minor on Sunday
evening.
They tied him to an electricity
pole and later handed him over
to the police. As he had sustained
injuries, the police have admitted him to the civil hospital.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Raj Kumar of Basti Jodhewal
police station said the accused
was a neighbour of the girl.
“According to the girl, she was
alone at her home when the
accused barged into her room
and tried to rape her,” the ASI
said.
She told the police that when
she tried to raise alarm, the
accused stuffed a piece of cloth
into her mouth.
“However, I managed to free
myself from the clutches of the
accused and sought help. Our
neighbours rushed to my help
immediately and nabbed the
accused. They beat him up
before handing him to the
police,” the girl said.
The ASI said they would take
appropriate action after recording the statement of the girl.

LUDHIANA: The Khanna police
have arrested a man for killing
his wife allegedly for not bearing
a child even after three years of
marriage.
The accused, Gurmeet Singh,
had on April 12 strangulated Kiranjit Kaur, 21, to death with a
piece of rope, police said on Monday.
Gurmeet tried to pass it off as
a cardiac arrest, but was busted
after kin of the victim noticed
strangulation marks on her
neck, police added.
The first information report
(FIR) was registered following
the statement of Kiranjit’s father
Desraj, a resident of Bhadalthuha village falling under
Amloh of Fatehgarh Sahib district.

TOLD THE VICTIM’S
FAMILY THAT SHE DIED
OF CARDIAC ARREST;
HER FATHER ALERTED
POLICE AFTER HE SAW
MARKS ON THE NECK
Desraj stated that his daughter had married Gurmeet in 2016.
“The couple was childless even
after three years and Gurmeet
used to blame Kiranjit for it and
used to thrash her,” he told the
police.
He added that on Friday, Gurmeet Singh called him up
informing that Kiranjit had suffered a cardiac arrest and died.
“As we were expecting some
of our family members to arrive
from abroad, the cremation was
delayed till Sunday. When we

mustread
FIRING OVER TENDER DISPUTE
Two persons including a former truck union president were injured after
they were allegedly shot at by a contractor on Sunam road on Monday.
The firing incident took place over wheat-lifting tenders, said police.The
injured have been identified as Randeep Singh alias Mintu, the ex-chief
of truck union at Badrukhan village, and Karan Singh, 24, of Sangrur.
››P3
Mintu was taken to DMCH in Ludhiana.

took the body to cremation
ground, I spotted marks of strangulation on her neck and immediately alerted the police,” Desrj
said.
After being informed, police
reached the spot and sent the
body to civil hospital for postmortem examination. When the
autopsy report confirmed that
she had been strangulated to
death, Gurmeet Singh was
arrested.
During police questioning, the
accused confessed to his crime.
The FIR under Section 302 (murder) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) has been registered against
him at the Khanna City-2 police
station.
Sub-inspector Davinder
Singh, who is investigating the
case, said they are now probing
to ascertain if anybody else was
also involved in the crime.

Dalit youth’s
murder: 4 more
accused land
in police net
HT Correspondent
n

Expecting surplus production, PAU experts
advise farmers to put cap on basmati cultivation
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: With the sale of basmati

seeds increasing by 18% as compared to the previous year,
experts from Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) have
advised farmers to put cap on
their cultivation in the state.
They believe that area under
basmati cultivation might
increase in 2019-20 as the farmers
had fetched high prices of their
produce last year. But excessive
cultivation of basmati can
decrease its market price, experts
claim. Extension specialist from
PAU department of economics
and sociology, Raj Kumar said for
the past three years (2016-17,
2017-18 and 2018-19), the area
under basmati crop in Punjab
remained stable between five and
5.5-lakh hectare. “Due to that, prices showed less volatility in this

n

They believe that area under basmati cultivation might increase as
HT FILE
farmers had fetched good prices of their produce last year.

period. But past trends indicate
that whenever the area under
basmati increased, the market
had fallen, thus causing losses to
farmers,” he added.
“As of now, the export figure of
basmati rice remains around

40-lakh tonne, but farmers who
got good price in previous years
for basmati are now expected to
increase the cultivation this year,
which can bring glut,” Rai Kumar
said. Senior farm economist Jasdev Singh said, “In 2008-09, area

TWO CRUSHED
BY TRAINS
WHILE CROSSING
TRACKS

65kg poppy husk
recovered from
truck, two arrested

HT Correspondent

(STF) of Ludhiana police
arrested two men for drug peddling and recovered 65kg poppy
husk from their possession.
The accused, who had hid the
drug in compartments underneath the seats of their truck,
were arrested from the Dehlon
area following a tip-off.
The accused identified as
Asgar Ali, 55, the truck driver,
and Mohammad Usmaan, 33, his
assistant, are residents of Sangrur.
The STF has also booked the
truck owner, identified as Baljinder Singh of Hathoa village in
Sangrur, after the accused told
them about the truck owner’s
involvement.
The employer used to pay
them money for smuggling
poppy husk, the accused said.
STF in-charge Harbans Singh

n

ludhiana@hidnustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Two persons were

crushed under trains while
crossing railway tracks here on
Monday.
In the first incident, the body
of an unidentified baptised Sikh,
wearing a kirpan, was found on
the railway tracks near the Giaspura crossing.
According to the police, the
victim was walking on the tracks
when he got crushed under a
train running from Jalandhar to
Delhi. Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Kuldip Singh, investigating officer, said that the incident
took place between Dhandari
and Ludhiana railway stations.
The victim appeared to be in
his early 30s, he said. “We have
not recovered any mobile phone
or any identity card from the
deceased. However, we are trying to identify him. As of now, the
body has been kept in the mortuary of the civil hospital,” he said.
In another incident, a 27-yearold man was crushed under a
train on the Dhuri line while
crossing tracks. The victim has
been identified as Ravi Kumar of
the Radha Swami Road area. The
body was handed over to the family after autopsy.

BODY OF AN
UNIDENTIFIED MAN,
WEARING A KIRPAN,
WAS FOUND ON TRACKS
NEAR GIASPURA

LUDHIANA: The special task force

n

said the accused had confessed
to their crime. “The accused
said they had procured narcotics from one Tarak Da Dhaba in
Sri Nagar,” the inspector said.
“Asgar Ali drives trucks for
other transport companies as
well, while Mohammad Usmaan
sells vegetables with his brother
in Malerkotla,” he added.
He further said that raids
were being conducted for the
arrest of Baljinder Singha and
“we would will also arrest the
Dhaba owner in Sri Nagar”.
A case under Sections 15, 25,
29, 61, 85 of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act was registered
against the accused at the Dehlon police station.
On Monday, the accused were
produced in a local court that
sent them to two-day STF custody, said the official.
HTC

The accused (face covered) in the police custody in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Monday.

under basmati cultivation in the
state was 3.4-lakh hectare and the
average post-harvest market
price of the paddy was ₹2,660 per
quintal, which was considered
good. As a result, the area under
this crop expanded in next three
years, touching 5.58-lakh hectare
by 2011-12.”
“Due to the increased supply of
basmati, its post-harvest prices
fell and touched a low of ₹1,830 per
quintal in 2011-12. The decline in
prices affected the returns
adversely and after area correction in 2012-13, the cultivation
area was brought down by onelakh hectare,” he added. The
experts said that the reduced production helped in the clearance of
previous stock and due to the
demand-supply relationship,
basmati prices in the domestic
markets went up to ₹2,570 per
quintal in 2012-13.
“Farmers became over enthu-

PERFECT POISE

siastic and the area under basmati cultivation touched its alltime high of 8.62-lakh hectare in
2014-15, which led to tremendous
increase in its production. But the
market crashed and prices
dropped,” they added.
‘CULTIVATE RECOMMENDED VARIETY’
Assistant extension specialist at
PAU department of agronomy,
Dr SS Manhas said farmers
should cultivate recommended
variety of basmati only on two to
three acres of their land. They
must sow between June 1 and
June 15 and transplanting should
be done between July 1 and July
15. Dr TS Dillon, director seeds,
PAU, said, “The basmati must be
grown with other paddy crop
varieties such as PR 114 and PR
127. These take less time to grow,
produce more yield and are disease resistant.”

mustread
PUNJAB BEAT SIKKIM 1-0
LUDHIANA: Sikkim continued to stay at the bottom of the points table
by again losing the match in Group B, played against
Punjab during the 73rd National Football Championship at
Guru Nanak Stadium on Monday. Sikkim lost to Punjab by 0-1 in its third
match of the league whereas it is the second victory of Punjab of its
three matches played as of now. However, both the teams were not
good with the passes.
››P2

Odissi dancer Kavita Dwibedi performs at a school in
Ludhiana on Monday. >>On P3: A rhythmic feast for classical
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
dance lovers

LUDHIANA: The family of 21-year-

old Dalit man Manminder
Singh, who was allegedly beaten
to death, on Monday cremated
his body after the police
arrested four more accused
named in the FIR, bringing the
tally to seven.
Three persons, including
Roomi village sarpanch Kuldeep Singh and panchayat member Gurmeet Singh, were
nabbed on Monday after Manminder’s family and relatives
held a protest on the JagraonRaikot road, demanding arrest
of the culprits.
Former Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) MLA Manpreet Singh
Ayali and Lok Insaaf Party (LIP)
chief Simarjeet Singh Bains also
came for the cremation.
Kin of the victim had on Sunday said that they would not cremate his body till the arrest of
all eight accused.
The Ludhiana (Rural) police
swung into action and arrested
four more accused by Monday
evening. However, one Mintoo
is yet to be caught.
ASI
Amarjit
Singh,
in-charge, Chowkimaan police
post, said efforts were on to
catch hold of the eight accused.
Manminder was beaten to
death in Roomi village late on
Saturday after he had reportedly objected to ‘casteist
remarks’ hurled by the accused.

FAMILY CREMATES BODY
AFTER POLICE ARREST
SEVEN OF THE EIGHT
ACCUSED ON MONDAY

FO R A C AU S E

Poll code violation:
election office
gets 125 plaints
LUDHIANA: The district election
office (DEO) has received over
125 complaints regarding the violation of the model code of conduct on the cVIGIL mobile app.
The app, launched by the Election Commission, enables people
to file an online complaints about
the violation of the code either by
uploading a picture or a video.
Out of 125 complaints, 77 were
found insignificant and, hence,
were dropped. Another 48 have
been resolved by flying squads.
Deputy commissioner-cumdistrict election officer
(DEO) Pradeep Kumar Agrawal
said, “People are actively participating. We are receiving complaints about the violation of code
through the cVIGIL app and the
number of complaints is expected
to rise in the coming days, especially after all candidates submit
their nomination papers.”
As soon as a person uploads a
complaint using the app, members of a flying squad reach the
spot and resolve the complaint
within 100 minutes, he added.
To keep an eye on the activities
of candidates and political parties, the authorities have formed
126 flying squads for 14 constituencies. ›› FULL REPORT ON P3

n
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‘C for Clown’ takes the satire route to
highlight struggles of women
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: For the first time

in the city, struggles of
women were portrayed in a
comical form through a
show named ‘C for Clown’
which was staged at Punjabi
Bhawan.
Sikander, a local theatre
director, with this unique
representation of a grim
reality earned applause, as
well as laugh, from 200 odd
guests.
Burning issues such as
female foeticide and dowry
culture found special place
in the show.
The show projected a
clown as the central character. But, it was acrobatics
and mime involved in the act
which drew the audience’s
special attention.
The drama unfolded when
comedy took a tragic end and
raised a question on how liberal women truly are in the
era where ‘toxic masculinity’ rules.
“Theatre has always been
an important medium to

n

Artistes performing the play, ‘C for Clown’, at Punjabi Bhawan in Ludhiana.

showcase the struggle of
women. However, it is worrying that women are unable
to make it to the top of the
chart in this field,” Sikander
says.
“Most of the women who
approach us to learn aesthetics of the theatre leave in the
middle of trajectory,” he
adds.

“There are multiple factors that refrain women
from joining a theatre group,
convincing their parents
being the primary one,” says
Annie, a local theatre
artiste.
“The society we live in
poses another hurdle and we
have to bear the brunt of
taboos created by it,” feels

GURPREET SINGH/HT

writer-actor Sapandeep
Kaur, who played a key role
to make this show a success.
The entire act was based
on sheer improvisation and
lived up to its hype with
artistes enacting through
various props and costumes,
especially jokers’ mask that
turned out to be one of the
audience’s favourites.
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Road rage: Tension
at civil hospital
after group clash

Sikkim lose to Punjab 0-1
SANTOSH TROPHY It is the second victory of Punjab in three matches it has played till now
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA: Sikkim continued to

stay at the bottom of the points
table by again losing the match
in Group B, played against
Punjab during the 73rd National
Football Championship at
Guru Nanak Stadium on
Monday.
Sikkim lost to Punjab by 0-1 in
its third match of the league
whereas it is the second victory
of Punjab of its three matches
played as of now. However, both
the teams were not good with
the passes and struggled to the
get the score by making several
attempts.
Punjab’s skipper Taranjit
Singh managed to earn the point
for the team in the 20th minute
and it was the only goal of the
match.
Earlier in the day, Karnataka
registered an easy victory over
Assam by 5-1 and stayed on top
of points table in Group B with 7
points.
Since beginning of the match,
Karnataka
overpowered
Assam. Karnataka remained on
offensive stance and made several attempts to the Assam’s
goal post.
Biswa KR Darjee was scored
the first goal for Karnataka in
the 16th minute.
Naorem Roshan Singh kicked

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Tension prevailed at

n

Players in action during a match between Punjab (red) and Sikkim (blue) in the ongoing National Football Championship at Guru Nanak
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
Stadium in Ludhiana on Monday.

two repeated goals in the 18th
and 23rd minute. Karnataka’s
skipper Vignesh Gunashekar
added the fourth point in the
25th minute and the fifth goal
was done by Magesh Selva in the

31st minute.
Karnataka was leading with
5-0 before Bishu Bordoloi scored
a maiden for Assam in 37th minute.
Assam was struggling with

the ball and Karnataka keeping
the maximum possession of
ball led by 5-1 till the final whistle.
As of now, Karnataka
has played three matches of

College NSS volunteers carry
out cleanliness drive at PAU

which one ended at tie and victory in the remaining two
whereas Assam has played four
matches, of which the team has
won two matches and lost
another two.

the civil hospital here on Sunday, after two groups scuffled at
the hospital.
Manmohan Singh, 50, of Shivaji Nagar, and his son Damanpreet Singh,15, said their
scooter brushed past a man
talking on phone.
Manmohan Singh said the
man got angry and started
arguing with them.
The man immediately called
some of his men and they
thrashed them.
When he and his son came to
the civil hospital for medical
examination, the accused
followed them and attacked
them there also.
The hospital staff, patients
and their attendants got scared
seeing them fighting and
hurling the chairs kept in the
waiting area of the hospital at
each other damaging windowpanes of the hospital
building.
Although, there is a police

THE HOSPITAL STAFF,
PATIENTS AND THEIR
ATTENDANTS GOT
SCARED SEEING THE
GROUPS FIGHTING AND
HURLING THE CHAIRS
KEPT IN THE WAITING
AREA OF THE HOSPITAL
AT EACH OTHER
post in the hospital premises,
but no policeman was present
when the incident took
place.
The hospital staff then
informed division number 2
police.
Later, assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Dharminder Kumar,
in-charge of the hospital police
post, said both the groups have
come to a compromise following
which no one has filed any complaint.
Both groups have also agreed
to repair the windowpanes of
the hospital, so even the hospital authorities did not lodge any
complaint.

316 STUDENTS
GET PRIZES
AT AUROBINDO
COLLEGE
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 316 stu-

dents were awarded during the
annual prize distribution function at Sri Aurobindo College of
Commerce and Management on
Monday.
The students were awarded
more than 1,200 prizes in various
fields of stage, studies and stadium. Parents of the students
were also honoured during the
function.
The chief guest of the day was
DAV College Managing
Committee, New Delhi, director
(colleges) Satish Kumar Sharma.
Sharma spoke on the value of
education.
He applauded the students
for their achievements. He added
that students are the future of
India and hence they should work
hard to make the country proud.
Director of education Sushil
Kumar welcomed the chief guest.
Principal RL Behl read the college annual report and
acquainted the audience with the
enviable attainments of the college in different spheres.

PEC students
display innovative
projects
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Career Development

n

National Service Scheme volunteers of the College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU), taking
HT PHOTO
part in a cleanliness camp in Ludhiana on Monday.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :
As many as 70
National Service Scheme (NSS)
volunteers of the College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, Punjab Agricultural

University (PAU), cleaned the
backyard of the department of
processing and food engineering
on Baisakhi on Sunday.
The volunteers removed two
full trolleys of debris from the
area. Prabhleen Kaur and Jasanmol Singh were adjudged best

volunteers. The technical staff
of the department of processing
and food engineering also participated in the operation.
Dr Ashok Kumar, dean,
appreciating the efforts of the
students, said the overall growth
of youths is never complete till

they are motivated to channelise
their energy towards the community beyond classrooms.
Dr Mahesh Kumar, head of
the department lauded efforts of
Dr RS Gill, in-charge of the NSS
and students for their contribution.

and Guidance Centre (CDGC) of
Punjab Engineering College
(PEC), Sector 12 in association
with American Express and Punjab Engineering College Old Students Association organised the
Open House on Monday. It is a
programme aimed to create more
awareness regarding science and
its implications in daily life. 43
projects were displayed on the 1st
day of Open House.
MAP quiz held at PU Centre for
Advanced Study, UGC, department of Geography, Panjab University in collaboration with
Indian National Cartographic
Association (INCA) Chandigarh
Chapter organized the first ever
Map Quiz for post graduate students.
Gopal Krishan and Surya
Kant, former presidents of INCA
were present. Prashant Kumar,
director Survey of India,Chandigarhand chairman, INCA Chandigarh Chapter and OP Sarna,
Secretary, INCA Chandigarh
Chapter informed students about
INCA and its activities. 110 students of geography, remote sensing and disaster management
participated in the event.

n

Pigeons try to cool themselves in a water tank at Rakh Bagh in Ludhiana on Monday.

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

Temp likely to dip as Met
predicts thundershowers
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Residents may get
relief from the rising temperature as the meteorology department has forecast cloudy
weather with possibility of
thundershowers here and in
adjoining areas during the next
24 hours.
The School of Climate
Change and Agricultural Meteorology recorded the day tem-

perature at 37 degrees Celsius
on Monday.
Agro-meteorologist KK Gill
said that due to western disturbances, the entire state is likely to
witness cloudy weather and
there is possibility of medium to
high rainfall as well.
ADVISORY TO FARMERS
Gill said as the wheat crop is at
the harvesting stage, farmers
have to be more careful in view
of the cloudy weather ahead.

She said as winds may blow at
a speed of 50-60 km/hr along
with rain, farmers are advised
not to irrigate any field. She said
farmers should also avoid harvesting the crop because such
weather can be more harmful
for the harvested crop than for
the standing crop.
She advised farmers to store
the harvested crop at a safe
place. However, weather will
start clearing from Wednesday,
she added.

educationnotes
FREEDOM FIGHTERS
REMEMBERED AT
MALWA COLLEGE
LUDHIANA: Malwa Central College of
Education for Women in collaboration
with Jan Chetna, a non-governmental
organisation, here, paid homage to
the martyrs of Jallianwala Bagh on
Monday. Vice-chancellor of Central
University, Himachal Pradesh, Kuldip
Chand Agnihotri, was the chief guest.
Students presented various patriotic
songs, poetry and choreography in
commemoration of Jallianwala Bagh
massacre. A play titled ‘Khooni
Baisakhi’ was also performed by
Behive Group Association, here.

Bajaj College students stage
play on ‘voting awareness’
LUDHIANA: A team of 10 students
from Bajaj College performed a street
play on the theme of ‘voting awareness’ at Government Senior Secondary School, Maksudra, during the
SVEEP activity on Monday. Through
the act, the students––Atul , Vaibhav,
Jyotpreet, Mamta, Sushant, Abhinav,
Yuktra, Rajas, and Nikhil–– spread an
awareness regarding the need of
voting specially casting a smart vote.

Arya College organises
farewell party
LUDHIANA : The post graduate
department of commerce and
business management of Arya College
organised a farewell party ‘Rukhsat
2019’ for the students of B Com/BBA
and M Com on the college campus.
Various activities, such as group
dances, songs, skit, bhangra, modelling were organised. Head of the
department Shaileja Anand welcomed Arya College management
Council secretary Satisha Sharma and
Arya College principal Savita Uppa.
Satisha also highlighted the achievements of the department in academics, games and sports and cultural
activities during 2018-19. Deepika of
M Com, second year, was adjudged
Ms Farewell, whereas Robin of M Com,
second year, was adjudged Mr
Farewell.Jhanvi of B Com, third year,
was adjudged Ms Farewell and
Shivam of B Com, third year, was
adjudged Mr Farewell.

n

Students celebrating founder’s day at Green Land Convent School, Subhash Nagar, in Ludhiana on Monday.

CT University invents
smart shoes, T-shirts
LUDHIANA: CT University under the
Research and Innovation Centre (RICE)
prepared smart shoes and smart
T-shirts. The smart shoes vibrate
when an individual is not walking
properly, wrongly stepping on stairs
and standing at a place for more than
15 minutes. The smart T- shirts vibrate
when sitting position is not maintained properly. Harmeet Singh,
assistant professor, School of Engineering and Technology said, “The
module of both the products takes a
week’s time for preparation and can
support USB charging. The products
have attached sensors and batteries.
Vice-chancellor Harsh Sadawarti said,
“RICE is a promising platform to give
hands on experience to the students.
Every day, the students are exposed
to various tasks that lead to knowl-

edgeable experience.”

Kundan Vidya Mandir
holds orientation session
LUDHIANA: Kundan Vidya Mandir
School, Civil Lines, organised an
orientation programme for the
parents of the Pre-primary students
on Monday with aim to apprise them
of the rules and regulations of the
school, teaching methodologies and
the co-curricular activities. Dr Suneet
Aurora guided the parents about
principles involved in teaching of life
skills.

BCM Arya students vote
for global child heroes
LUDHIANA: BCM Arya Model Senior
Secondary School, Shastri Nagar,
conducted ‘Global Vote – the election
day’ on Monday as a part of the
World’s Children’s Prize Programme to

select the Child Right Hero-2019. The
activity witnessed a turnout of
around 500 students who were
registered as electors. Students
nominated their favourite candidates.

Bal Bharati school students
celebrate World Health Day
LUDHIANA: BaL Bharati Public School
conducted a seven-day programme
on theme-‘Good Health: A step
towards happiness’ to mark the
‘World Health Day’ celebration.
Students of Class 6 presented several
yogasanas like surya namaskaar
tadasana, vrikshasana, and bhujangasana on drum beats.

Atam Devki Niketan
holds fresher’s party
LUDHIANA: Atam Devki Niketan,
Kidwai Nagar, organised a fresher ‘s
party for the Kindergarten students

n

Students during a fresher’s party at Atam Devki Niketan, Kidwai Nagar, in Ludhiana on Monday.

n

Students during an activity at BCM Arya Model Senior Secondary School, Shastri Nagar, in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Monday.

HT PHOTO

HT PHOTO

on Monday. The celebrations began
with a prayer. Children presented
dances and songs. Children also took
part in a fashison show. Chairman
Sukhdev Raj Jain, president Nand
Kumar Jain, senior vice-president
Vipin Kumar Jain, vice-president
Banka Bihari Lal, secretary Rajiv Jain,
joint secretary Ajay Jain, manager
Satinder Kumar Jain congratulated
the newcomers. Emmanuel and Nayra
Makkar of Nursery were selected for
the tittle of mister and miss fresher.

Maya Devi Goel Public School
celebrates Baisakhi
LUDHIANA: Maya Devi Goel Public
School celebrated Baisakhi. A
special assembly was conducted.
Children came dressed in traditional
attire and danced bhangra and
gidda. Principal Kiranjit Kaur apprised
students of the significance of
Baisakhi.
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FIRING OVER TENDER DISPUTE

Bittu formally welcomes former AAP Former president of truck
leader Amrinder Singh into Congress union among two injured
‘NO AAP BASE IN STATE’ Congress candidate says people of Punjab will reject AAP in elections
as the party has lost ground in the state; claims that is why leaders such as Jassowal are leaving it
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A day after Amrinder

Singh Jassowal quit the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), he joined
the Congress here on Monday.
He was formally welcomed into
the Congress by Ravneet Singh
Bittu, who is the Congress candidate from Ludhiana for the
Lok Sabha elections.
Bittu said that people of Punjab will reject the AAP in the
elections as the party has lost
ground in Punjab and that is the
reason why senior leaders such
as Jassowal are leaving the
party.
Bittu said that late Jasdev
Singh Jassowal, grandfather of
Amrinder Jassowal, was
known as the pillar of Punjabi
culture.
“He was known to my grandfather late Beant Singh. Today,
with the induction of Amrinder
into the Congress, we both
grandsons have reciprocated
the relations between our
grandfathers,” he said.
Bittu assured Manvinder
that he would get full respect in
the party cadre.
AAP IS FINISHED,
SAYS JASSOWAL
Amrinder Singh said that today
AAP stands finished in Punjab
as there is no coordination
between Delhi and state leaders.
He assured Bittu that he
would work day and night to
strengthen his position.
He also said that he has full
faith in chief minster Capt Amarinder Singh and his vision.
Bittu held meetings in ward
numbers 8, 57, 59, 61 and 62
where he appealed to the voters

›

Today AAP stands
finished in Punjab as
there is no coordination
between Delhi and
state leaders.
AMRINDER SINGH JASSOWAL ,
Congress leader

to elect him once again from the
Ludhiana parliamentary constituency.
SAD CANDIDATE
SLAMS AAP, CONG
Meanwhile, senior Akali leader
Maheshinder Singh Grewal,
who is the party candidate for
the upcoming polls from here,
stated that the Congress is hand
in glove with the AAP and that is
why so many of its local leaders
have joined the Congress.
He stated that this is the reason why the AAP has deliberately chosen a weak and
unknown face from Ludhiana
this time against Bittu.

n

Avtar Singh
n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR :Two persons including
a former truck union president
were injured after they were
allegedly shot at by a contractor
on Sunam road on Monday. The
firing incident took place over
wheat-lifting tenders, said
police.
The injured have been identified as Randeep Singh alias
Mintu, the ex-chief of truck
union at Badrukhan village,
and Karan Singh, 24, of Sangrur.
Mintu was taken to Dayanand Medical College and Hospital (DMCH) in Ludhiana while
Karan was initially admitted at
Sangrur civil hospital and later
referred to a hospital in Patiala.
According to doctors, the condition of both victims is critical.
Meanwhile, truck operators
in district protested in Sangrur
and alleged that the local police
are protecting the accused. The
protesting truckers claimed
that the cops allowed the

accused to flee after committing
the crime.
“Mintu got tenders for wheat
lifting but contractor Rajneesh
Kansal alias Goldy was also
interested in getting the contract. So, Goldy attacked Mintu
and Karan with his licensed
revolver. Police reached the
spot after the incident but did
not arrest Goldy,” said Vipin
Sharma, president of Bhawanigarh truck union.
“Lok Sabha elections are on
and poll code is in place under
which, people are supposed to
submit their weapons with
police. But Goldy still has the
revolver. If the police do not
take concrete action, we will
stage a protest outside the deputy commissioner’s office on
Tuesday,” he added.
Meanwhile, Goldy said that
Mintu and his supporters had
stopped his car and attacked
him with baseball bats.
“I have filed tenders for
wheat lifting and was getting
life threats from Mintu. I had

even filed a police complaint
with the DGP and food secretary,” he claimed.
“Today, when we were going
to the DC office, around 16 people, including Mintu, stopped
my car and attacked me. I had to
fire shots in self-defence and
have informed police the same,”
Goldy added.
Deputy superintend of police
(DSP) Satpal Sharma and his
team inspected the crime scene
and started probe. He pacified
the protesting truck operators
and assured to deliver justice.
However, no FIR was registered
till the filling of this report.
“As per preliminary probe, it
is suspected that four to five bullets were fired. We have not
received any update from Ludhiana regarding Mintu’s health.
A team has been sent to Patiala
to record Karan’s statement,”
said DSP Sharma.
“We are probing the matter
and further action will be taken
after Karan’s statement is
recorded,” he added.

Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu (centre) with Amrinder Singh Jassowal (second from left) and
HT PHOTO
others during a press conference in Ludhiana on Monday.

TEJPAL SINGH’S LOYALTY TO AAP PROVES BENEFICIAL FOR HIM
LUDHIANA : The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) has chosen a
loyalist by nominating
Sudhar-based 32-year-old
young candidate Tejpal
Singh to contest the election
from here.
Earlier, Tejpal was personal assistant to Raikot
MLA Jagtar Singh Jagga,
who turned rebel and joined
the Khaira group.
Tejpal joined the AAP in

2014 as a volunteer. He
remained active in student
politics during his college
days. He was president of the
student union at GHG
Khalsa College, Gurusar
Sadhar, in 2006 and was part
of the Students Organisation
of Panjab University
(SOPU).
Sharing his qualification
details, Tejpal said that he
has completed his PhD on

jail management and is a
postgraduate from Panjab
University in police administration.
At present, he is an assistant professor at Sri Guru
Gobind Singh National College, Narangwal, besides
being state vice-president of
the AAP youth wing.
Tejpal believes that he
is a new face for Ludhiana
and has less time for cam-

paigning.
“But, Bhagwant Mann
and Arvind Kejriwal have
shown faith in me and given
a huge responsibility. I will
not disappoint them and will
move ahead to serve Ludhiana residents wholeheartedly,” he said.
Tejpal’s father is an agriculturist and mother is a
retired teacher from a government high school.

n

Sangrur deputy superintendent of police Satpal Sharma interacting with protesting truck operators in
Sangrur on Monday.
HT PHOTO

A rhythmic feast for classical dance lovers

125 complaints filed on cVIGIL app

Atish Sharma

Prabhjot Sehgal

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Aesthetics, artistry
and alchemy was exhibited in the
‘Manchester city of India’ when
Odissi dancer Kavita Dwibedi
took over the podium with her
elegant footwork, graceful hand
movements, alluring gestures
and expressive eyes. It was a
rhythmic feast for all classical
dance lovers, who were lucky
enough to witness exuberant passion being displayed on the stage
at BCM School, Basant City, here
on Monday.
Kavita enthralled the audi-

ence with her classic Odissi style
‘Manglachran’. which is supposedly done to invoke God before
initiating any classical performance on the stage more or less like
benediction of Lord Ganesha in
the north.
One of the pre-eminent classical dance forms of the country,
Odissi originated in the Hindu
temples of the eastern coastal
state of Odisha and expressed
religious stories and spiritual
ideas, particularly of Vaishnavism (Vishnu as Jagannath). The
dance form witnessed a decline
during the colonial era after the
East India Company arrived in

the country.
Kavita said, “With the coming
in of the western philosophy and
culture, we are often witnessing
the urban and rural shift of the
young generation towards the
western dance form. However,
resurgence is also taking place
with scores of people showing
interest in building the traditional legacy of Odissi music and
dance.”
The ‘Navarasa’ in Odissi dance
form include nine emotions
including Shringara (love),
Hasya (laughter), Karuna (kindheartedness or compassion),
Raudra (anger), Veera ( courage),

Bhayanaka (terror), Bheebhatsya (disgust), Adbutha (surprise),
and Shantha (peace or tranquillity). These are the emotions that
human shows according to the
situations.
Kavita is also the founder of
the Odissi Academy in Delhi and
teaches classical dance forms to
students from all over the country. Kavita, who was honoured
for her notable work in dance at
the SAARC Literature and Classical Fest in 2013, also provided an
outlook into the various other
classical forms, which separate
‘Pallavi’, an Odissi folk dance
from ‘kathak’.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The district election

office (DEO) has received over
125 complaints regarding the violation of the model code of conduct on the cVIGIL mobile app.
The app, launched by the Election Commission (EC), enables
people to file online complaints
either by uploading a picture or a
video. Out of 125 complaints, 77
were found insignificant and,
hence, were dropped. Another 48
have been resolved by flying
squads.
Deputy commissioner-cum-

district election officer
(DEO) Pradeep Kumar Agrawal
said, “People are showing active
participation during this election. We are receiving complaints
about the violation of code
through the cVIGIL app and the
number of complaints is expected
to rise in the coming days, especially after all candidates submit
their nomination papers.”
As soon as a person uploads a
complaint using the app, members of a flying squad reach the
spot and resolve the complaint
within 100 minutes, he added.
To keep an eye on the activities
of candidates and political par-

ties, the district authorities have
formed 126 flying squads for 14
constituencies. They are on the
alert round the clock. We will
increase the number of flying
squads, if the need arises, said
Agrawal.
A majority of complaints have
been made for removing hoardings from public places. Taranjeet Singh, a resident of Jamalpur, said, “No election is complete without the participation of
common people; this will
increase the involvement of people. However, awareness is
needed about these initiatives as
most people don’t know about

these.”
A large number of complaints
about violations are against the
Congress and sitting MP from
Ludhiana Ravneet Singh Bittu
about hoardings on unipoles.
However, Bittu said, “We have
taken permission from authorities, only then we have put up our
hoardings on unipoles. The District Congress Committee is paying a rent for using them. Opposition parties have no solid issues ,
therefore, they are keeping themselves busy in highlighting
unnecessary issues. If anybody
violates the poll code, he deserves
to be punished.”

A TRIP INTO THE WILD

n

(Clockwise from above) Ducks, an emu, a pair barking deer,
a tiger and a golden pheasant at the Tiger Safari in Ludhiana.
GURPREET SINGH/HT
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Class 9 student to
attend Isro’s young
scientist programme

H I N DU STAN TI M E S , C H AN D I G AR H
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2019

RISING FASHION STARS

OBJECTIVE The programme is aimed at imparting basic knowledge
about space technology, space science and space applications
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A Class-9 student of Sat
Paul Mittal School in Dugri,
Aryaman Verma has been
selected for the young scientist
programme (Yuva Vigyani Karyakram) launched by the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(Isro).
According to a press release of
the Isro, three students have
been selected from every state to
participate in the two-week
training programme during
summer holidays.
The programme is primarily
aimed at imparting basic knowledge about space technology,
space science and space applications to the younger ones with
the intent of arousing their interest in the emerging areas of

Mohali woman
killed in accidental
fall from 5th floor
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

n

Aryaman Verma

HT PHOTO

space activities. The Isro has
chalked out this programme to
“Catch Them Young”.
PROGRAMME DETAILS
The programme will be held during summer holidays (second
half of May 2019) and the schedule will include invited talks,
experience sharing by the eminent scientists, facility and lab
visits, exclusive sessions for discussions with experts, practical

accidentally fell to death from
the balcony of her fifth floor
apartment in a housing society
on VIP Road, Zirakpur, on
Sunday.
The deceased was identified
as Shalini Sharma. A dentist by
profession, she had discontinued her practice to take care of
her two children.
Her husband Rochak Sharma
works at a bank in Mandi Gobindgarh, Fatehgarh Sahib.
Police said Shalini was standing on a stool in the balcony to
remove bulbs when she lost her
balance and fell off the balcony.
She landed on the railing of
the balcony on the first floor.
Neighbours rushed her to a private hospital where she was
declared brought dead.

and feedback sessions.
The programme will be conducted across four centres of the
Isro.
School principal Bhupinder
Gogia congratulated Aryaman
and said that it was a matter of
great pride for the school and his
parents that he got a golden
opportunity to learn under the
guidance of leading scientists of
the country.

Man found dead at
woman friend’s
house in Sangrur
HT Correspondent

MOHALI : A 35-year-old woman

THREE STUDENTS HAVE
BEEN SELECTED FROM
EVERY STATE TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE
TWO-WEEK TRAINING
PROGRAMME DURING
SUMMER HOLIDAYS

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: A 33-year-old man has

allegedly hanged himself to
death from a ceiling fan at the
residence of his ‘woman friend’
at Upli village here on Sunday.
Police said that the deceased
was identified as Sukhpal
Singh, of Pharvahi village, in
Mansa district of Punjab.
The police added that the incident took place around 10 am.
“The man had gone to
meet his friend and they quarrelled over some issue. Following this, the man locked
himself in a room and hanged
himself to death from a ceiling
fan,” said police.
“During probe, it has come to
fore that the man was in relationship with the woman since

past one year. He had gone to
meet her in the absence of her
husband,” said investigating
officer (IO) Ajaib Singh, of
Sadar police station in Sangrur.
Meanwhile, the deceased’s
brother, Tarspal Singh, has
alleged that his brother has
been murdered.
Police said that after the allegation was levelled, a probe has
been initiated into the matter.
“Postmortem will be conducted on Monday at the local
civil hospital. Further action
will be initiated after the postmortem reports clear some
more facts of the case,” the
investigating officer said.
“Besides this, police team is
recording statements and probing as to whether the man has
committed suicide and was
murdered,” he added.

n

Students on the ramp during the farewell party organised at Khalsa College for Women in Ludhiana on Monday.

C AT T L E D E AT H S AT M O H A L I S H E LT E R

Ready for any inquiry, says Gaushala chief
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : A day after the joint
commissioner of Mohali municipal corporation (MC), Kanu
Thind, submitted his inquiry
report on the death of 279
stray cattle within two
months (January and February) at the city’s lone gaushala,
indicting Gouri Shankar Sewa
Dal, the non-governmental
organisation (NGO) running the

Rachna Verma
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Though blessed

with a 50% tree cover that helps
keep the air clean and cool,
Chandigarh is also at a disadvantage of sorts due to the massive amounts of fallen leaves
every March and April.
As the city gets ready for
summer, residents and sanitation workers are resorting to
burning piles of dry leaves, the
easiest way to dispose of them,
while not realising its harmful
affects on the nature, humans
and animals.
While the Chandigarh administration has notified a fine of
₹5,000 for burning of fallen
leaves under the waste management bylaws, the municipal corporation (MC) seems to be turning a blind eye to the widespread
practice.
“After sweeping roads and
markets, sanitation workers
make heaps of leaves and leave
them there. People consider the
spot a garbage dump and pile on
more waste on it. As the wind

Know the geographics
Total area

Total green cover

114 squAre kilometre

57 squAre kilometre

Forest cover

Tree cover

48 squAre kilometre

9 squAre kilometre

blows, their entire work is
undone,” said Neeraj Bajaj,
president of Chandigarh Business Council, adding that MC
needed to find a proper disposal
mechanism for dry leaves.
LR Budaniya, an environmentalist living in Sector 35,
said, “It is wrong to blame only
the sweepers, when even educated residents resort to the
same practice, despite knowing
its harmful effects. Better coordination is needed between the
municipal corporation and its
employees to catch the defaulters on the spot and penalise
them.”

“Shedding of leaves is a natural process. The administration
must plan for its management in
advance. Fallen leaves can be
shredded and used in lawns.
They can also be turned into
compost piles,” said Harjit
Singh Dhillon, who retired from
the MC as an executive engineer. MC commissioner KK
Yadav said he had prohibited
sanitation workers from burning leaves. “Action will be taken
against anyone burning leaves
as it’s banned under the waste
management bylaws.
Residents can report violations to the MC office.”

gaushala, the president
of the NGO said they were not
lying and were ready for any
inquiry.
The inquiry report, submitted to principal secretary (local
bodies department) on Saturday, stated that the NGO
informed the municipal corporation in March that as many as
279 cattle had died of foot-andmouth disease (FMD), but did
not inform the authority concerned on time.

2019

EYE ON BJP TICKET

n

munieshwer.sagar@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : In order to rein in
the faction-ridden local unit of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and to closely coordinate
its working with various affiliated bodies of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, the umbrella organisation of saffron outfits has
appointed a senior Punjab functionary as the chunav prabhari
(election in-charge) for Chandigarh seat.
Chandrakant, a former RSS
Vibhag Pracharak, is currently
holding the charge of Punjab

›

I have been appointed
to mobilise people to
vote in large numbers
keeping in mind the
interests of the nation.
CHANDRAKANT, RSS election
in-charge for Chandigarh seat

Gosewa and Gram Vikas Vibhag
and enjoys a key position in the
state RSS hierarchy.
Known as an excellent organiser, connected with the grassroots and popular among the
karyakartas (workers), he will
be responsible for mobilising
local workers for the cause of
BJP victory. With the BJP central leadership yet to announce
its candidate for the Chandigarh
seat, the rift between the three
claimants – Chandigarh MP Kirron Kher, city party chief San-

n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: Theprojectofsettingupa

new inter-state bus terminal
(ISBT)inPatialaremainsinpipelineasthedetailedprojectreport
for it is yet to be cleared by the
stategovernment. The stategovernment has assigned the taskof
theproject’splanningandexecutiontothePunjabInfrastructure
Development Board (PIDB).
The district administration
has already identified 8.5 acre
land belonging to the Patiala
Improvement Trust (PIT) on
Patiala-RajpuraroadnearUrban
Estate, for this project.
Pepsu Road Transport
Corporation (PRTC) chairman
KK Sharma said that the
processoftransferoflandforthe
new ISBT project has already
been completed.
“ThefilerelatedtotheDPRhas
already been submitted to the
stategovernment.Theyhaveprepared a special three-member
committeetolookintothefileand
revert,” Sharma said.
He added that the PIDB has
engaged a consultant for implementationoftheprojectinatime
bound manner.

“TheDPRhasbeendraftedand
furtherdiscussionsareonbefore
initiating the pre-bidding process. The project is important for
thedistrictandwasinitiatedafter
many hiccups,” he said.
Instead of spending money on
purchasinglandfromthePIT,the
Pepsu Road Transport Corporation (PRTC) has bartered land
with the improvement trust.
ThenewISBTistheneedofthe
hour as shortage of space at the
presentbusstandandincreasein
thenumberofbuseshasledtofrequent traffic congestions in the
Royal City.
There is hardly any space for
parking of buses and drivers are
forcedtoparkthevehiclesonthe
roadside.
With the earlier air-conditionedmulti-storeyedinter-state
bus terminal (ISBT) project failing to materialise due to legal
hitches,thePRTChadsubmitted
a proposal for construction of a
newISBTatthe RajpuraColony,
but the state government had
rejected the proposal.
In April last year, the PRTC
had asked the transport department to take up the matter with
the Punjab Urban Development
Authority(PUDA)totransfersix-

acre land in the Colony opposite
to the present ISBTfor construction of the new bus stand.
As per the proposal, the PRTC
hadplanned tocomeupwith two
bus stands, one for long-route
buses and the other for mini and
local buses, but the state transport department viewed that the
idea of having two separate bus
stand was not going to solve purpose of having a modern ISBT.
Theprojectwasmootedin2005
during the tenure of then chief
minister Captain Amarinder
Singh and it was decided
to shift the present bus stand to a
new location on the PatialaRajpura road.The state government acquired 20-acre land for
theproject,ofwhich,formerdeputyCMSukhbirSinghBadallaid
the foundation stone in 2009.
Buttheprojectsoongotentangledinlegalhitches.Afterthelaying of its foundation stone, the
PRTCsignedanMoUandhanded
over theprojectto a private company on the built-operate-transfer (BOT) basis in October 2009
and the company paid an initial
amountof₹23.5croretothePRTC
as lease money for 20 years, following which the PRTC handed
over possession of the land to it.

report, but we are ready for any
inquiry as we are not lying.
Some of the deaths took place
due to FMD and others due to
consumption of plastic.”
KNOW THE HISTORY
The NGO had adopted the gaushala in July 2017 and the civic
body had been paying them ₹13
per animal per day.
Since
July
2017,
around 800 stray cattle have
died at the gaushala.

Mayor Kulwant Singh said, “I
have not read the report, but
whosoever is held guilty, we
will not spare them.”
It is a matter of 279 deaths in
just two months, said the mayor.
Deputy mayor Manjit Singh
Sethi said, “A case should be
registered against the gaushala
as it now clear that either the
animals were sold out or were
sent to some other place without
informing the civic body
officials.”

jay Tandon and former MP
Satya Pal Jain — has come out in
the open.
The party fears that this
might adversely affect its chances to retain the seat, whoever
may be the final nominee.
A senior local RSS functionary, who didn’t want to be
named, said, “The RSS election
in-charge will ensure discipline
among the rank and file. His
report against any individual’s
actions against election efforts
or insubordination will be taken
very seriously by the RSS
higher echelons.”
The in-charge will also be the
link between the BJP and the
RSS affiliates.
“I have been appointed to
mobilise people to vote in large
numbers. It is the duty of all
informed citizens to vote for the
best candidate,” said Chandrakant, who will take over as
charge on Monday.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR :The Punjab State Freedom Fighters Descendants’
Association having decided to
contest Lok Sabha elections
from Patiala and Bathinda constituencies on Sunday, said Jaswant Singh will contest from
Bathinda. The candidate from
Patiala is yet to be announced.
At a press conference, Harinder Singh Khalsa, state president
of the association, said, “After
seven decades of independence,
the descendants of freedom
fighters are still ignored by political parties. However, they honour dancers, actors and other
people with tickets. They divide
the nation on religion and caste
basis. So, we have decided to field

two of our candidates from
Patiala and Bathinda.”
“Our senior leader Jaswant
Singh will contest from
Bathinda and the candidate for
Patiala seat will be declared
soon,” said Khalsa.
Jaswant Singh’s father Sham
Singh served in the Indian
National Army formed by Subhash Chandra Bose.
Jaswant Singh, hailing from
Budhlada town of Mansa district, said, “The main ruling parties, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
and Congress are active in these
districts. Harsimrat Kaur Badal
will contest from Bathinda and
wife of Captain Amarinder
Singh, Preneet Kaur, has been
fielded from Patiala. We will
fight against them and teach a
lesson to these parties.”

Thieves strike at shop, Pay fine for wasting water in UT
house in Chandigarh
ALL ABOUT THE BAN
HT Correspondent
n

CHANDIGARH :A shop and a house

were burgled in the city, police
said on Sunday. Cops said Divya
GuptaofSector28Dreportedthat
here car accessories shop
‘Empire Cars’ in the sector was
broken into on Friday night.
A case under Sections 380
(theftindwelling,house,etc.)and
457 (lurking house-trespass or

house-breakingbynightinorder
to commit offence) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has been registered at the Sector-26 police station. In the second incident, Darshan Singh of Sector 21, Panchkula, said an LED TV, 12 brass
utensilsand₹45,000cashwasstolenfromhishouseinBehlanavilHTC
lage in UT.

Govt yet to clear Patiala ISBT project report
Navrajdeep Singh

IN-DEPTH INQUIRY
DEMANDED
The report stated that since the
statements of the NGO, Dr Harpreet Singh, who conducted the
postmortem, and carcass contractor Malkiat Singh do not
match, an in-depth inquiry
should be conducted by the chief
vigilance officer of local bodies
department to find the truth.
However, NGO president
Ramesh Sharma said, “Though
I have not got the copy of the

Punjab RSS senior member Descendants of
to keep flock together in UT freedom fighters
to contest polls
election
Munieshwer A Sagar

High tree cover UT’s bane?

HT PHOTO

n

New ISBT is need of the hour as shortage of space at the
present bus stand has led to frequent traffic congestions.

HT

TIMELINE OF OLD ISBT PROJECT
n 2005: The then CM, Captain

n 2012: The MoU between both

Amarinder Singh, announced
the project
n August 2009: Just before the
2009 Lok Sabha polls, former
deputy CM Sukhbir Singh Badal
laid foundation stone of the
project
n October 2009: PRTC struck a
deal with a construction
company for project
development and handed
over land against a payment
of ₹23.5 crore

parties lapsed after the
construction agency failed to
start work; PRTC moved court.
The firm filed a counter suit for
lease money. An arbitration
panel was formed to resolve
the issue
n April 2018: The panel directs
PRTC to return ₹35 crore to the
company
n June 2018: After negotiations,
PRTC pays all dues and gets
possession of the land back

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Get ready to pay up

fine for wasting waster in Chandigarh and Mohali from Monday. To curb water shortage this
summer, civic bodies of both cities will start issuing challans to
people found wasting water during the morning supply.
The ban will remain in place
from April 15 to June 30. However, it will come into force in
sectors under the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (Sectors 66 to 80) from
May 1.
The Haryana Shahari Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) is also
expected to impose the ban in
Panchkula in the coming week.
According to the notice issued
by the Chandigarh MC, the
watering of lawns, washing of
courtyards and washing of vehicles, etc, is prohibited between
4am and 8am.
Violation will attract a fine of
₹2,000, which will be recovered
through regular water bills.
Materials such as booster pumps
and hosepipe used by the
defaulter will be confiscated.
If the consumer is found violating the norm for the second
time, the water connection will
be disconnected without notice.
In Mohali, if a resident is
found violating the order during
the supply between 5:30am and
8:30am, a notice will be issued for
the first offence. If it is repeated,
a challan of ₹1,000 will be
imposed. Third offence will lead
to ₹2,000 fine while the water
supply will be disconnected the
fourth time. To get the connection restored, the defaulter will
have to pay ₹5,000 along with an
affidavit.
The HSVP had imposed a fine
of ₹5,000 in Panchkula last year.

Restrictions in place during morning supply till June 30
KEEP IN MIND
Use buckets, not
hosepipes, to wash cars
Don’t wash courtyards or
irrigate lawns in morning
Check wastage of water
due to overflow from
the overhead or
underground tanks

Prevent any other
leakage in the pipeline
from tanks, from ferrule to
water meter and overflow
from desert coolers.
Don’t use booster pumps
on the main water
supply line

OR FACE ACTION

Chandigarh

Mohali

1st offence: Pay up ₹2,000 fine

1st offence: Get a notice

2nd offence: Lose water
connection

2nd offence: Pay up ₹1,000 fine

Panchkula

4th offence: Lose water
connection, submit an affidavit
with ₹5,000 for restoring supply

No order issued so far. Last
year, fine was ₹5,000

CHANDIGARH MUNICIPAL
OFFICIALS SAY THEY
HAVE CONSTITUTED
WARD-WISE TEAMS
THAT WILL START THE
DRIVE AND ISSUE ONTHE-SPOT CHALLANS TO
THE VIOLATORS
Officials said a notice will be
issued in the coming days.
‘WILL ACT STRICT’
Chandigarh municipal officials
say they have constituted wardwise teams that will start the
drive and issue on-the-spot challans to the violators.
MC commissioner KK Yadav
said the ban will be imposed
strictly.
The Mohali MC has consti-

3rd offence: Pay up ₹2,000 fine

tuted 12 teams to conduct the
drive, while GMADA has formed
three teams. Last year, the MC
had issued 70 challans while
GMADA issued 31.
“We will not spare the violators as we do not want there to be
scarcity of drinking water,” said
Anil Kumar, executive engineer,
public health, Mohali MC.
Mohali on an average has a
requirement of 30 million gallon
daily (MGD) water, but the supply is limited to 20MGD: 10 MGD
from the Kajauli waterworks
and an equal amount from 75
tubewells. During the peak summer, demand reaches 32MGD, a
shortfall of 12MGD.
In Chandigarh, which has a
peak demand of 115 MGD, there
is a shortfall of around 35MGD.
However, commissioning of
Phases 5 and 6 of the Kajauli
waterworks in the coming days
will bring a major relief.
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

PHOTO: AFP

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS
hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

W

Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

Pooja Sharma

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR
Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi
ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

EC’s celeb ambassadors are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg

he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

PHOTO: SONU
MEHTA/HT

Hima Das (above)
and Manika Batra
(right) are urging
people to vote in
Assam and Delhi,
respectively
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
HIMA_MON_JAI

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originally titled Boeing Boeing, and Akshay
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aanand L Rai’s film will be screened at
the Chinese film festival, Shah Rukh
Khan and Katrina Kaif to attend the event

We are not makers of _______. We are made by _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Sneha Mahadevan
anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ZerogoestoBeijing
FilmFestival-’19

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

A

CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA
2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

Aanand L Rai

HANNA

At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the
two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.

2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

n

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif in Zero

F H TO R
HMTIS
E I Q UT Y
EILRSH

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Life Of Pi
at 1623

1835 Ekkadiki
2055 Jani Dushman
2317 Double Attack 2

1815 Troy
2100 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich
2243 War On Everyone

The Mummy at 1454

Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein at 1410

EDITOR’S
PICK

1227 Ice Age:
Dawn Of
The
Dinosaurs
1122 3 The Maze Runner
1412 Monster Hunt
1623 Life Of Pi
1854 WALL-E
2050 Logan
2300 Ocean’s Thirteen

0943 King Kong
1324 Lucy
1454 The Mummy
1736 Hulk
2028 Jack The Giant Slayer
2332 Independence Day

1115 Dilwale
1410 Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein
1726 Baadshah
2100 Mohra

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Jani Dushman at 2055
0745 Kambakkht Ishq
1012 Sabse Bada Zero
1158 Jil
1357 Sura
1623 Bank Chor

Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich at 2100
1111 Sniper: Ghost Shooter
1249 Grudge Match
1438 Flight
1647 Save The Last Dance 2

Ek Tha Soldier at 2235
1025 Ishq
1355 Meri Taqat Mera Faisla
1645 Theeran
2000 Betting Raja
2235 Ek Tha Soldier

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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WHAT’STHENEED OF THEHOUR?
With the Lok Sabha elections
ongoing, television celebrities talk
about their hopes and aspirations
p
Kavita Awaasthi

KRISHNA BHARADWAJ
Every time a politician makes
new claims, we trust him/her
and give them our vote. It’s
very rare th
that the said claims
have been matched by
realistic acttion. So, I believe

that our right to vote has
lost its importance
in the real world. I think we
should not expect much
from politicians because
they hardly live up to our
expectations.

he General elections
are here and this
time — like always
— there are heated
debates about politics
in the country. Other
than discussions, there
are also certain
expectations that every
citizen has. Here, we speak
to a few TV celebrities who
share their views about
what they hope for.

T

n

MOHAMMAD NAZIM
I feel that ‘every vote
counts’ has become only a
saying now. Most of the
people don’t even go to
vote as they don’t expect
much from our politicians.
A lot of changes need to
be brought in the country.
The situation of the
middle class has always
been
overlooked
by
politicians.

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.co
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ROHITASHV GOUR
SHASHANK VYAS

For any person, the basic
problems are roti, kapda aur
makaan. Among other things,

I think politicians
shouldn’t just
talk about what
they want to
do for the
country.
Instead they
should just
go ahead
and do it for
us to see.
There are a
lot of key
areas which
have always
been
overlooked
by our
politicians.

TINAA DATTAA
I personally believe that
the elections bring with it
tonnes of exaggerated
claims made by politicians
which are hardly fulfilled.
Also, now, with the social
media boom, there is a lot
of buzz about such things.
I want my country to be a
place where every citizen
can live happily.

ForAjay,
#equalpayis
abouttalent
andhardwork,
notgender

OHITT PUROHIT
expect the
oliticians to
ring
ustainable
u
hange in the
country. I vote
every
election. I
believe that
veryone
v
ho
ould vote as
’s tthe right of a
tize
en, and
obody
y can prevent
u from voting.

jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at
the same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a
person is putting in all the
effort, it’s also important that
he or she get the right
remuneration. We do follow
that while working on a
project,” Ajay says.
He explains further that
this cannot be a gender issue.
“It has nothing to with male
or female. Whoever is
working harder and better
should get his or her rightful
due. I think we should stop
seeing everything through
such biases. There are times
when even two (male) actors
don’t get same payment,”
adds the actor, who was last
seen in the action comedy

A
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t won’t be wrong to say that
last year’s Andhadhun
turned out to be one of the
most well received films
which was loved by audiences
and critics alike. And the
film’s victory run continues,
albeit now in global markets.
The Sriram Raghavan
directorial, which has crossed
₹180 crore within 12 days at
the Chinese box office, also
got a standing ovation at the
prestigious Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles
(IFFLA) in USA, where
it was screened as the
opening film.
“Makers are absolutely
kicked with the response that
they have got in China where
it released under the title, The
Piano Player.”
“They are also elated
because trade observers feel
that the film could cross the
₹250 crore mark as well. And
now, the icing on the cake has
been the standing ovation at
IFFLA in the presence of
Tabu, Sriram and producer
Sanjay Routray,” says an
insider.
A few days back,
Andhadhun had also
emerged as the
highest-rated Indian film
of 2018 on IMDb.
When contacted, Sriram
says about his film’s
successful run in China:
“What can I say? We had no
idea that our little
‘experimental film’ would
travel so much. I feel
‘experimental’ doesn’t mean
‘no fun.’
As far as I know, its being
screened in both subtitled and
dubbed versions. My team is
super thrilled.”
An excited Routray adds:
“This April has been
especially exciting for all of
us. On the one hand, our film
has raked in ₹180 crore at the
Chinese box office. And now,
it has received a standing

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Gurmeet Choudhary’s new adventure
Kavita Awaasthi
urmeet Choudhary, who
has been part of reality
shows such as Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi, is now making his
debut on an OTT platform with
a reality show. “I have been a
part of dance and action reality
shows on TV. The OTT
platform is growing rapidly in
India and it’s reach is huge,”
says the Paltan (2018) actor,
adding, “I love doing reality
shows because I can be myself

G

in such formats. My fans get
the opportunity to see the real
me and not me performing a
character. It also gives me the
opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get
to do usually including stunts
and dance.”
Gurmeet is looking forward
to shooting the adventure
reality show which will feature
not just actors, but
professionals from different
fields too, including business
and sports. The actor admits
that reality show has affected

Pooja Sharma
hat Bipasha Basu Singh
Grover is a fitness
enthusiast is common
knowledge. With three
successful fitness DVDs, the
actor has inspired people to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.
Seeing her unflinching
passion for fitness, the actor
has been approached by a
college in Kolkata (West
Bengal) to deliver a session on
guiding the youth to
incorporate fitness in their
routine and lead healthy lives.
“Spearheaded by Bipasha, the
session will see a panel of
fitness trainers, nutritionists
and psychologists. The points
of discussion will be immunity
against ailments, exercising
right, staying active, taking
care of the nutritional
requirements of the body and
most importantly loving
yourself,” a source informs.
Bipasha will be in
conversation with the
students of the college and will
shed light on eating disorders,
diet and weight management.
“It’s important to understand
the psychology of the youth.
Most of them have a
conflicting sense of self and
are constantly in search of
validation. Young girls and
boys think fitness is just about
an enviable figure/physique.
We wanted someone with
indomitable knowledge to
address the youth. We are glad
Bipasha agreed to make time
for this,” says a source from
the college. “Being a Bengali,
Bipasha adores the city
(Kolkata). She was excited at
the opportunity to interact
with the students and happily
adjusted her schedule to
accommodate the session,”
says a source close to the
actor.
Bipasha says, “It is

T

It is important to take
time out to work out
and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I
make sure I don’t skip
it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people
to follow the same.
BIPASHA BASU SINGH
GROVER, ACTOR
important to take time out to
work out and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I make sure I
don’t skip it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people to
follow the same.”

I

Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multistarrer and the actor shares
that he enjoys working on
such fun comedies which the
entire family can watch. He
also praised the director of
the film, Indra Kumar, and
says that he would like to
work with him again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of
humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he
was an actor himself also
helps. When you work with
him, he makes sure that you
enjoy your work and by the
end of it you won’t even
realise when you have
finished shooting,” says the
Son of Sardaar (2007) actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

Bipasha to address
the youth on fitness

Global success for Sriram’s film Andhadhun

Ajay Devgn

Talking about equal remuneration
in films, Ajay Devgn says we need
to see beyond gender biases
Shreya Mukherjee

I expect equal treatment for
every citizen. Also, our
politicians should work
towards the betterment of
India.

03

ovation at IFFLA. We are
overjoyed that our film is
being celebrated across the
world now.”

Prashant Singh

THE SRIRAM
RAGHAVAN
DIRECTORIAL, WHICH
HAS CROSSED ₹180
CRORE WITHIN 12
DAYS AT THE CHINESE
BOX OFFICE

Gurmeet
Choudhary
is making
his debut
on an OTT
platform
with a
reality show

This gives me the opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get to do usually
including stunts and dance.
GURMEET CHOUDHARY ACTOR
his career in a “very positive
manner”. He says, “They have
played a huge role in my
career. Shows like Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi have added to my

growth and helped me get
where I am today. Reality
shows also introduced me to
newer audiences, ones that
don’t watch TV serials or films
on a regular basis.”
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HOWTOHAVE A VEGAN EASTER
Easter feasting can get tricky for
vegans. However, stocking up on
these ingredients can help you sail
through the festivities
Susan Jose
aster, like all festivals, is
time for families to come
together and celebrate
with a feast. But what
makes Easter a little different
is that people look forward to
gorging on delicacies after
their 40-day fasting during the
Lent. So, when it comes to
food, no one wants to leave
any stone unturned. And
these days, with many
preferring a healthier
approach, the traditional
Easter buffet is inclusive of
low- and no-sugar as well as
vegan dishes.
lia, nutritionist
t iti i t
Janvi Chitali
and founder att Body Cocoon,
has shortlisted
d seven
ingredients that will help
an and
prepare a vega
diabetes-friend
dly
spread.

E

n

CASHEWS/CASHEW
BUTTER:
Cashew nuts are a rich
source of vitamin K and
minerals including, iron,
zinc, phosphorus and
magnesium. They make a
great base and can be
used in butter form along
with chocolate for making
pancakes, macaroons,
Easter bunnies, etc. The
nut promotes heart
health, increases energy,
boosts brain function,
supports bone and blood
h lh
health.

PISTA
They are an excellent
source of vitamin B6, rich
in minerals such as
phosphorus and copper,
and also contain proteins.
They are a great addition
to the marzipan base
alongside almonds. They
boost brain health, help in
regulating blood sugar
and aid w
weight
i ht loss.

susan.jose@htlive.com
m
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ALMOND MILK,
FLOUR AND BUTTER:
Almonds contain proteins,
healthy fats, minerals,
carbohydrates and fibre.
This nut is one of the
richest sources of vitamin
E. It is a good option,
especially, to make
marzipan paste and to be
added in as a replacement
of milk in the preparation
of Easter egg.
Almond flour can be
made at home. Soak a few
almonds in water
overnight for five to six
hours. Then peel them
and grind them to make a
powder.
It promotes heart health,
lowers low-density
lipoprotein (LDL)
cholesterol, helps in
having strong bones and
teeth, and aids weight
loss.

They are a goo
natural sweetening agent
instead of any other form of
sugar. They can be used in
liquid or powder form for

. Also,
p is
etter for maintaining the
consistency of desserts. Dates
are a rich source of iron and
fibre, and support
cardiovascular health and aid
digestion.

CCOCONUT
W proteins, fibre,
With
ccarbohydrates, and plenty
of copper and manganese,
o
coconut is also a popular
source of vegan protein.
Coconut is also a source of
vegan milk. Also, grinded
coconut powder is used to
dust over macaroons or
even make the base of
pancakes, carrot cakes an
other treats. It supports
weight loss, improves
mental function, boosts
immunity and helps
reverse candida
overgrowth.

Raw cacao is an excellent
source of manganese,
proteins, vitamin E,
copper, fibre, folate,
magnesium, niacin
magnesium
niacin,
phosphorus and thiamine.
It gives the cacao a bitter
taste and can be used as a
healthy option due to its
low sugar content. It can
be used to make a base of
brownies and chocolate
eggs. It promotes heart
health, supports
neurological health and
reduces inflammation.

NO BAKE CARROT
AND NUT
EASTER EGGS
Ingredients
⅓ cup flaked almonds, ½
cup dates, 1 cup grated
carrots, ½ cup oats, ⅓ cup
desiccated coconut, 1
d
te
easpoon cinnamon
powder, ½ teaspoon
p
vanilla essence, ⅓ cup
v
se
esame seeds
Method
M
n Grate the carrots
n Put dates and almonds
in a food processor and
process till a sticky mix
forms
n Remove in a bowl and
add grated carrots, oats,
sesame seeds, cinnamon
powder and vanilla
essence. Knead to form a
dough
n Form about 12 to 15 small
eggs. Sprinkle the
outside with coconut
and enjoy.
Health benefits:
H
“C
Carrots are rich in
vitamins and minerals,
v
and dates are rich in
aantioxidants, which are
good for health. It is also
high in vitamins, minerals
and fibre. It is the same
with oats, which is also
rich in minerals and fibre.
Sesame seeds are a high
source of calcium and iron
too. This recipe is vegan
and without any added
sugar, so it can be
consumed by diabetics,
too, but in limited
quantities,” says Manish
Khanna,
ha
chef and partner,
nie Point.
nt.

PEANUTS AND
PEANUT BUTTER
Peanuts are a powerhouse
of manganese, proteins,
vitamin E, copper, fibre,
folate, magnesium, niacin,
phosphorus, thiamine,
apart from containing
fibre and carbs. They help
improve memory and are
full of good fats that keep
the heart healthy.

HEALTH WISDOM

Food for better memory power
Having fresh
fruits and
vegetables
boost brain
health
PHOTO: ISTOCK

Anjali Mukerjee
re you among those who
tend to forget their specs,
leave behind their
wallets, fail to recall names or
forget to pass on telephone
messages? You may wonder
what it is — absentmindedness, a bout of
amnesia, or memory loss?
Distraction, lethargy,
dizziness, a ringing in
the ears, headaches
and emotional
disturbances like
anxiety and
depression
are some
other

A

signs of a failing memory.
However, you don’t need to
despair or go for medical
treatment, unless the
problem is severe. Your
memory can effectively be
improved and sharpened with
the right lifestyle choices and
a basic knowledge of memoryenhancing strategies.
While the heart’s job is to
pump blood to the body’s
cells, the brain’s primary
function is to be able to
communicate with its own
cells. The more numerous
and healthy the brain cell
connections are, the faster the
signals can go back and forth
and the better the mind and
the memory will work. The
quality of the diet you eat has
a huge effect on your brain
health and function.
The same poor
lifestyle
choices and

improper food preferences
that lead to major health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, heart diseases and
cancer are also detrimental to
the brain.
A well-balanced diet
consisting of whole grains, a
wide variety of colourful
fresh fruits and vegetables,
and moderate amounts of
lean protein with the right
fats are key to a healthy
brain. Here are a few tips to
combat memory problems:
n Research suggests that
increasing intake of certain
B vitamins, especially B6
and B12 can help enhance
memory abilities
n Exercise regularly as when
you exercise, blood flow to
your entire body increases,
making you feel alert and
energetic. Exercising is also
a good stress-buster. Under
stress, the brain releases
certain chemicals which
prevent glucose from
entering brain cells and
without a steady supply of
glucose, the brain cannot
function at its best
n Research reveals that
gingko, the oldest living tree
species, has a promising
effect on a wide range of
problems related to memory
loss and impaired mental
functioning. It improves
overall mental health,
decision-making abilities
and controls anxiety.
Packed with
antioxidants such as
flavonoids, gingko
strengthens the
capillaries
and
boost

s blood circulation. Thus,
you get more oxygen, more
energy and better efficiency
n Another herb called ginseng
helps to increase memory,
learning ability and mental
functioning. It also helps
control the release of
cortisol, which is a stress
hormone. Too much cortisol
(produced under stress) can
damage brain cells
n Magnesium, often described
as an anti-stress mineral,
plays an important role in
learning and memory.
Magnesium is also vital for
the production and transfer
of nerve impulses, in muscle
contraction and relaxation,
in protein synthesis, and in
many biochemical
reactions, which aid in
improving memory.
Increase your dietary
intake of magnesium (green
leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole grains, soybeans,
milk and seafood) to ensure
that you are getting
adequate levels for
optimum functioning.
n Balance your lifestyle.
Although supplements will
help your brain think and
function better, a healthy
lifestyle is essential. Battle
the demands of the hectic
pace of your life by
practising meditation, yoga
and breathing exercises.
Also, don’t compromise on
your eight-hours-a-day
sleeping pattern to keep
your brain charged.
Keeping the brain nimble
through puzzles, riddles,
and other brain-challenging
exercises and activities
such as board games, chess,
etc. helps build new
connections between brain
cells and strengthen those
that already exist.

Eatless,workmore
andcribless:Abhinav
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR
Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.
One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.

It really makes a
lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock climbing,
washing my

car and riding my bike. I
consider all of this a part
of my physical
activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really
depends. When we trek
or go outdoors, a mini
meal can be peanuts
and jaggery.
Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as
part of a reality
show where I
have had to eat
snails too, just to
survive!
A diet plan that always works for
you?
Eat only when you are hungry.
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

PHOTO: AFP

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS
hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

W

Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

Pooja Sharma

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR
Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi
ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

EC’s celeb ambassadors are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg

he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

PHOTO: SONU
MEHTA/HT

Hima Das (above)
and Manika Batra
(right) are urging
people to vote in
Assam and Delhi,
respectively
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
HIMA_MON_JAI

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originally titled Boeing Boeing, and Akshay
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aanand L Rai’s film will be screened at
the Chinese film festival, Shah Rukh
Khan and Katrina Kaif to attend the event

We are not makers of _______. We are made by _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Sneha Mahadevan
anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ZerogoestoBeijing
FilmFestival-’19

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

A

CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA
2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

Aanand L Rai

HANNA

At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the
two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.

2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

n

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif in Zero

F H TO R
HMTIS
E I Q UT Y
EILRSH

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Life Of Pi
at 1623

1835 Ekkadiki
2055 Jani Dushman
2317 Double Attack 2

1815 Troy
2100 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich
2243 War On Everyone

The Mummy at 1454

Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein at 1410

EDITOR’S
PICK

1227 Ice Age:
Dawn Of
The
Dinosaurs
1122 3 The Maze Runner
1412 Monster Hunt
1623 Life Of Pi
1854 WALL-E
2050 Logan
2300 Ocean’s Thirteen

0943 King Kong
1324 Lucy
1454 The Mummy
1736 Hulk
2028 Jack The Giant Slayer
2332 Independence Day

1115 Dilwale
1410 Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein
1726 Baadshah
2100 Mohra

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Jani Dushman at 2055
0745 Kambakkht Ishq
1012 Sabse Bada Zero
1158 Jil
1357 Sura
1623 Bank Chor

Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich at 2100
1111 Sniper: Ghost Shooter
1249 Grudge Match
1438 Flight
1647 Save The Last Dance 2

Ek Tha Soldier at 2235
1025 Ishq
1355 Meri Taqat Mera Faisla
1645 Theeran
2000 Betting Raja
2235 Ek Tha Soldier

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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WHAT’STHENEED OF THEHOUR?
With the Lok Sabha elections
ongoing, television celebrities talk
about their hopes and aspirations
p
Kavita Awaasthi

KRISHNA BHARADWAJ
Every time a politician makes
new claims, we trust him/her
and give them our vote. It’s
very rare th
that the said claims
have been matched by
realistic acttion. So, I believe

that our right to vote has
lost its importance
in the real world. I think we
should not expect much
from politicians because
they hardly live up to our
expectations.

he General elections
are here and this
time — like always
— there are heated
debates about politics
in the country. Other
than discussions, there
are also certain
expectations that every
citizen has. Here, we speak
to a few TV celebrities who
share their views about
what they hope for.

T

n

MOHAMMAD NAZIM
I feel that ‘every vote
counts’ has become only a
saying now. Most of the
people don’t even go to
vote as they don’t expect
much from our politicians.
A lot of changes need to
be brought in the country.
The situation of the
middle class has always
been
overlooked
by
politicians.

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.co

m

ROHITASHV GOUR
SHASHANK VYAS

For any person, the basic
problems are roti, kapda aur
makaan. Among other things,

I think politicians
shouldn’t just
talk about what
they want to
do for the
country.
Instead they
should just
go ahead
and do it for
us to see.
There are a
lot of key
areas which
have always
been
overlooked
by our
politicians.

TINAA DATTAA
I personally believe that
the elections bring with it
tonnes of exaggerated
claims made by politicians
which are hardly fulfilled.
Also, now, with the social
media boom, there is a lot
of buzz about such things.
I want my country to be a
place where every citizen
can live happily.

ForAjay,
#equalpayis
abouttalent
andhardwork,
notgender

OHITT PUROHIT
expect the
oliticians to
ring
ustainable
u
hange in the
country. I vote
every
election. I
believe that
veryone
v
ho
ould vote as
’s tthe right of a
tize
en, and
obody
y can prevent
u from voting.

jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at
the same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a
person is putting in all the
effort, it’s also important that
he or she get the right
remuneration. We do follow
that while working on a
project,” Ajay says.
He explains further that
this cannot be a gender issue.
“It has nothing to with male
or female. Whoever is
working harder and better
should get his or her rightful
due. I think we should stop
seeing everything through
such biases. There are times
when even two (male) actors
don’t get same payment,”
adds the actor, who was last
seen in the action comedy

A

PHOTO: JASJEET
PLAHA/HT

t won’t be wrong to say that
last year’s Andhadhun
turned out to be one of the
most well received films
which was loved by audiences
and critics alike. And the
film’s victory run continues,
albeit now in global markets.
The Sriram Raghavan
directorial, which has crossed
₹180 crore within 12 days at
the Chinese box office, also
got a standing ovation at the
prestigious Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles
(IFFLA) in USA, where
it was screened as the
opening film.
“Makers are absolutely
kicked with the response that
they have got in China where
it released under the title, The
Piano Player.”
“They are also elated
because trade observers feel
that the film could cross the
₹250 crore mark as well. And
now, the icing on the cake has
been the standing ovation at
IFFLA in the presence of
Tabu, Sriram and producer
Sanjay Routray,” says an
insider.
A few days back,
Andhadhun had also
emerged as the
highest-rated Indian film
of 2018 on IMDb.
When contacted, Sriram
says about his film’s
successful run in China:
“What can I say? We had no
idea that our little
‘experimental film’ would
travel so much. I feel
‘experimental’ doesn’t mean
‘no fun.’
As far as I know, its being
screened in both subtitled and
dubbed versions. My team is
super thrilled.”
An excited Routray adds:
“This April has been
especially exciting for all of
us. On the one hand, our film
has raked in ₹180 crore at the
Chinese box office. And now,
it has received a standing

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Gurmeet
Choudhary
is making
his debut
on an OTT
platform
with a
reality show

Pooja Sharma
hat Bipasha Basu Singh
Grover is a fitness
enthusiast is common
knowledge. With three
successful fitness DVDs, the
actor has inspired people to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.
Seeing her unflinching
passion for fitness, the actor
has been approached by a
college in Kolkata (West
Bengal) to deliver a session on
guiding the youth to
incorporate fitness in their
routine and lead healthy lives.
“Spearheaded by Bipasha, the
session will see a panel of
fitness trainers, nutritionists
and psychologists. The points
of discussion will be immunity
against ailments, exercising
right, staying active, taking
care of the nutritional
requirements of the body and
most importantly loving
yourself,” a source informs.
Bipasha will be in
conversation with the
students of the college and will
shed light on eating disorders,
diet and weight management.
“It’s important to understand
the psychology of the youth.
Most of them have a
conflicting sense of self and
are constantly in search of
validation. Young girls and
boys think fitness is just about
an enviable figure/physique.
We wanted someone with
indomitable knowledge to
address the youth. We are glad
Bipasha agreed to make time
for this,” says a source from
the college. “Being a Bengali,
Bipasha adores the city
(Kolkata). She was excited at
the opportunity to interact
with the students and happily
adjusted her schedule to
accommodate the session,”
says a source close to the
actor.
Bipasha says, “It is

T

It is important to take
time out to work out
and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I
make sure I don’t skip
it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people
to follow the same.
BIPASHA BASU SINGH
GROVER, ACTOR
important to take time out to
work out and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I make sure I
don’t skip it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people to
follow the same.”

I

Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multistarrer and the actor shares
that he enjoys working on
such fun comedies which the
entire family can watch. He
also praised the director of
the film, Indra Kumar, and
says that he would like to
work with him again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of
humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he
was an actor himself also
helps. When you work with
him, he makes sure that you
enjoy your work and by the
end of it you won’t even
realise when you have
finished shooting,” says the
Son of Sardaar (2007) actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

Bipasha to address
the youth on fitness

Global success for Sriram’s film Andhadhun

Ajay Devgn

Talking about equal remuneration
in films, Ajay Devgn says we need
to see beyond gender biases
Shreya Mukherjee

I expect equal treatment for
every citizen. Also, our
politicians should work
towards the betterment of
India.

03

ovation at IFFLA. We are
overjoyed that our film is
being celebrated across the
world now.”

Prashant Singh

Caught on Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

THE SRIRAM
RAGHAVAN
DIRECTORIAL, WHICH
HAS CROSSED ₹180
CRORE WITHIN 12
DAYS AT THE CHINESE
BOX OFFICE

Gurmeet Choudhary’s new adventure
Kavita Awaasthi
urmeet Choudhary, who
has been part of reality
shows such as Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi, is now making his
debut on an OTT platform with
a reality show. “I have been a
part of dance and action reality
shows on TV. The OTT
platform is growing rapidly in
India and it’s reach is huge,”
says the Paltan (2018) actor,
adding, “I love doing reality
shows because I can be myself

G

in such formats. My fans get
the opportunity to see the real
me and not me performing a
character. It also gives me the
opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get
to do usually including stunts
and dance.”
Gurmeet is looking forward
to shooting the adventure
reality show which will feature
not just actors, but
professionals from different
fields too, including business
and sports. The actor admits
that reality show has affected

This gives me the opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get to do usually
including stunts and dance.
GURMEET CHOUDHARY ACTOR
his career in a “very positive
manner”. He says, “They have
played a huge role in my
career. Shows like Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi have added to my

growth and helped me get
where I am today. Reality
shows also introduced me to
newer audiences, ones that
don’t watch TV serials or films
on a regular basis.”

Karisma Kapoor uploaded an image with sister Kareena Kapoor
Khan, giving us major sibling goals, and captioned it,
“#siblingday everyday #mondaymotivation.”
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HOWTOHAVE A VEGAN EASTER
Easter feasting can get tricky for
vegans. However, stocking up on
these ingredients can help you sail
through the festivities
Susan Jose
aster, like all festivals, is
time for families to come
together and celebrate
with a feast. But what
makes Easter a little different
is that people look forward to
gorging on delicacies after
their 40-day fasting during the
Lent. So, when it comes to
food, no one wants to leave
any stone unturned. And
these days, with many
preferring a healthier
approach, the traditional
Easter buffet is inclusive of
low- and no-sugar as well as
vegan dishes.
lia, nutritionist
t iti i t
Janvi Chitali
and founder att Body Cocoon,
has shortlisted
d seven
ingredients that will help
an and
prepare a vega
diabetes-friend
dly
spread.

E

n

CASHEWS/CASHEW
BUTTER:
Cashew nuts are a rich
source of vitamin K and
minerals including, iron,
zinc, phosphorus and
magnesium. They make a
great base and can be
used in butter form along
with chocolate for making
pancakes, macaroons,
Easter bunnies, etc. The
nut promotes heart
health, increases energy,
boosts brain function,
supports bone and blood
h lh
health.

PISTA
They are an excellent
source of vitamin B6, rich
in minerals such as
phosphorus and copper,
and also contain proteins.
They are a great addition
to the marzipan base
alongside almonds. They
boost brain health, help in
regulating blood sugar
and aid w
weight
i ht loss.

susan.jose@htlive.com
m

PHOTOS: ISTOCK

ALMOND MILK,
FLOUR AND BUTTER:
Almonds contain proteins,
healthy fats, minerals,
carbohydrates and fibre.
This nut is one of the
richest sources of vitamin
E. It is a good option,
especially, to make
marzipan paste and to be
added in as a replacement
of milk in the preparation
of Easter egg.
Almond flour can be
made at home. Soak a few
almonds in water
overnight for five to six
hours. Then peel them
and grind them to make a
powder.
It promotes heart health,
lowers low-density
lipoprotein (LDL)
cholesterol, helps in
having strong bones and
teeth, and aids weight
loss.

They are a goo
natural sweetening agent
instead of any other form of
sugar. They can be used in
liquid or powder form for

. Also,
p is
etter for maintaining the
consistency of desserts. Dates
are a rich source of iron and
fibre, and support
cardiovascular health and aid
digestion.

CCOCONUT
W proteins, fibre,
With
ccarbohydrates, and plenty
of copper and manganese,
o
coconut is also a popular
source of vegan protein.
Coconut is also a source of
vegan milk. Also, grinded
coconut powder is used to
dust over macaroons or
even make the base of
pancakes, carrot cakes an
other treats. It supports
weight loss, improves
mental function, boosts
immunity and helps
reverse candida
overgrowth.

Raw cacao is an excellent
source of manganese,
proteins, vitamin E,
copper, fibre, folate,
magnesium, niacin
magnesium
niacin,
phosphorus and thiamine.
It gives the cacao a bitter
taste and can be used as a
healthy option due to its
low sugar content. It can
be used to make a base of
brownies and chocolate
eggs. It promotes heart
health, supports
neurological health and
reduces inflammation.

NO BAKE CARROT
AND NUT
EASTER EGGS
Ingredients
⅓ cup flaked almonds, ½
cup dates, 1 cup grated
carrots, ½ cup oats, ⅓ cup
desiccated coconut, 1
d
te
easpoon cinnamon
powder, ½ teaspoon
p
vanilla essence, ⅓ cup
v
se
esame seeds
Method
M
n Grate the carrots
n Put dates and almonds
in a food processor and
process till a sticky mix
forms
n Remove in a bowl and
add grated carrots, oats,
sesame seeds, cinnamon
powder and vanilla
essence. Knead to form a
dough
n Form about 12 to 15 small
eggs. Sprinkle the
outside with coconut
and enjoy.
Health benefits:
H
“C
Carrots are rich in
vitamins and minerals,
v
and dates are rich in
aantioxidants, which are
good for health. It is also
high in vitamins, minerals
and fibre. It is the same
with oats, which is also
rich in minerals and fibre.
Sesame seeds are a high
source of calcium and iron
too. This recipe is vegan
and without any added
sugar, so it can be
consumed by diabetics,
too, but in limited
quantities,” says Manish
Khanna,
ha
chef and partner,
nie Point.
nt.

PEANUTS AND
PEANUT BUTTER
Peanuts are a powerhouse
of manganese, proteins,
vitamin E, copper, fibre,
folate, magnesium, niacin,
phosphorus, thiamine,
apart from containing
fibre and carbs. They help
improve memory and are
full of good fats that keep
the heart healthy.

HEALTH WISDOM

Food for better memory power
Having fresh
fruits and
vegetables
boost brain
health
PHOTO: ISTOCK

Anjali Mukerjee
re you among those who
tend to forget their specs,
leave behind their
wallets, fail to recall names or
forget to pass on telephone
messages? You may wonder
what it is — absentmindedness, a bout of
amnesia, or memory loss?
Distraction, lethargy,
dizziness, a ringing in
the ears, headaches
and emotional
disturbances like
anxiety and
depression
are some
other

A

signs of a failing memory.
However, you don’t need to
despair or go for medical
treatment, unless the
problem is severe. Your
memory can effectively be
improved and sharpened with
the right lifestyle choices and
a basic knowledge of memoryenhancing strategies.
While the heart’s job is to
pump blood to the body’s
cells, the brain’s primary
function is to be able to
communicate with its own
cells. The more numerous
and healthy the brain cell
connections are, the faster the
signals can go back and forth
and the better the mind and
the memory will work. The
quality of the diet you eat has
a huge effect on your brain
health and function.
The same poor
lifestyle
choices and

improper food preferences
that lead to major health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, heart diseases and
cancer are also detrimental to
the brain.
A well-balanced diet
consisting of whole grains, a
wide variety of colourful
fresh fruits and vegetables,
and moderate amounts of
lean protein with the right
fats are key to a healthy
brain. Here are a few tips to
combat memory problems:
n Research suggests that
increasing intake of certain
B vitamins, especially B6
and B12 can help enhance
memory abilities
n Exercise regularly as when
you exercise, blood flow to
your entire body increases,
making you feel alert and
energetic. Exercising is also
a good stress-buster. Under
stress, the brain releases
certain chemicals which
prevent glucose from
entering brain cells and
without a steady supply of
glucose, the brain cannot
function at its best
n Research reveals that
gingko, the oldest living tree
species, has a promising
effect on a wide range of
problems related to memory
loss and impaired mental
functioning. It improves
overall mental health,
decision-making abilities
and controls anxiety.
Packed with
antioxidants such as
flavonoids, gingko
strengthens the
capillaries
and
boost

s blood circulation. Thus,
you get more oxygen, more
energy and better efficiency
n Another herb called ginseng
helps to increase memory,
learning ability and mental
functioning. It also helps
control the release of
cortisol, which is a stress
hormone. Too much cortisol
(produced under stress) can
damage brain cells
n Magnesium, often described
as an anti-stress mineral,
plays an important role in
learning and memory.
Magnesium is also vital for
the production and transfer
of nerve impulses, in muscle
contraction and relaxation,
in protein synthesis, and in
many biochemical
reactions, which aid in
improving memory.
Increase your dietary
intake of magnesium (green
leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole grains, soybeans,
milk and seafood) to ensure
that you are getting
adequate levels for
optimum functioning.
n Balance your lifestyle.
Although supplements will
help your brain think and
function better, a healthy
lifestyle is essential. Battle
the demands of the hectic
pace of your life by
practising meditation, yoga
and breathing exercises.
Also, don’t compromise on
your eight-hours-a-day
sleeping pattern to keep
your brain charged.
Keeping the brain nimble
through puzzles, riddles,
and other brain-challenging
exercises and activities
such as board games, chess,
etc. helps build new
connections between brain
cells and strengthen those
that already exist.

Eatless,workmore
andcribless:Abhinav
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR
Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.
One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.

It really makes a
lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock climbing,
washing my

car and riding my bike. I
consider all of this a part
of my physical
activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really
depends. When we trek
or go outdoors, a mini
meal can be peanuts
and jaggery.
Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as
part of a reality
show where I
have had to eat
snails too, just to
survive!
A diet plan that always works for
you?
Eat only when you are hungry.
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
Pooja Sharma
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
PHOTO: AFP

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS
hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

W

Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

www.youtube.com/user/ht

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR
Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

PHOTO: RAVINDRA JOSHI/HT

Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi
ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

EC’s celeb ambassadors are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg

he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

PHOTO: SONU
MEHTA/HT

Hima Das (above)
and Manika Batra
(right) are urging
people to vote in
Assam and Delhi,
respectively
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
HIMA_MON_JAI

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originally titled Boeing Boeing, and Akshay
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aanand L Rai’s film will be screened at
the Chinese film festival, Shah Rukh
Khan and Katrina Kaif to attend the event

We are not makers of _______. We are made by _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Sneha Mahadevan
anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ZerogoestoBeijing
FilmFestival-’19

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

A

CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA
2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

Aanand L Rai

HANNA

At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the
two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.

2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

n

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif in Zero

F H TO R
HMTIS
E I Q UT Y
EILRSH

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Life Of Pi
at 1623

1835 Ekkadiki
2055 Jani Dushman
2317 Double Attack 2

1815 Troy
2100 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich
2243 War On Everyone

The Mummy at 1454

Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein at 1410

EDITOR’S
PICK

1227 Ice Age:
Dawn Of
The
Dinosaurs
1122 3 The Maze Runner
1412 Monster Hunt
1623 Life Of Pi
1854 WALL-E
2050 Logan
2300 Ocean’s Thirteen

0943 King Kong
1324 Lucy
1454 The Mummy
1736 Hulk
2028 Jack The Giant Slayer
2332 Independence Day

1115 Dilwale
1410 Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein
1726 Baadshah
2100 Mohra

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Jani Dushman at 2055
0745 Kambakkht Ishq
1012 Sabse Bada Zero
1158 Jil
1357 Sura
1623 Bank Chor

Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich at 2100
1111 Sniper: Ghost Shooter
1249 Grudge Match
1438 Flight
1647 Save The Last Dance 2

Ek Tha Soldier at 2235
1025 Ishq
1355 Meri Taqat Mera Faisla
1645 Theeran
2000 Betting Raja
2235 Ek Tha Soldier

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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WHAT’STHENEED OF THEHOUR?
With the Lok Sabha elections
ongoing, television celebrities talk
about their hopes and aspirations
p
Kavita Awaasthi

KRISHNA BHARADWAJ
Every time a politician makes
new claims, we trust him/her
and give them our vote. It’s
very rare th
that the said claims
have been matched by
realistic acttion. So, I believe

that our right to vote has
lost its importance
in the real world. I think we
should not expect much
from politicians because
they hardly live up to our
expectations.

he General elections
are here and this
time — like always
— there are heated
debates about politics
in the country. Other
than discussions, there
are also certain
expectations that every
citizen has. Here, we speak
to a few TV celebrities who
share their views about
what they hope for.

T

n

MOHAMMAD NAZIM
I feel that ‘every vote
counts’ has become only a
saying now. Most of the
people don’t even go to
vote as they don’t expect
much from our politicians.
A lot of changes need to
be brought in the country.
The situation of the
middle class has always
been
overlooked
by
politicians.

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.co

m

ROHITASHV GOUR
SHASHANK VYAS

For any person, the basic
problems are roti, kapda aur
makaan. Among other things,

I think politicians
shouldn’t just
talk about what
they want to
do for the
country.
Instead they
should just
go ahead
and do it for
us to see.
There are a
lot of key
areas which
have always
been
overlooked
by our
politicians.

TINAA DATTAA
I personally believe that
the elections bring with it
tonnes of exaggerated
claims made by politicians
which are hardly fulfilled.
Also, now, with the social
media boom, there is a lot
of buzz about such things.
I want my country to be a
place where every citizen
can live happily.

ForAjay,
#equalpayis
abouttalent
andhardwork,
notgender

OHITT PUROHIT
expect the
oliticians to
ring
ustainable
u
hange in the
country. I vote
every
election. I
believe that
veryone
v
ho
ould vote as
’s tthe right of a
tize
en, and
obody
y can prevent
u from voting.

jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at
the same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a
person is putting in all the
effort, it’s also important that
he or she get the right
remuneration. We do follow
that while working on a
project,” Ajay says.
He explains further that
this cannot be a gender issue.
“It has nothing to with male
or female. Whoever is
working harder and better
should get his or her rightful
due. I think we should stop
seeing everything through
such biases. There are times
when even two (male) actors
don’t get same payment,”
adds the actor, who was last
seen in the action comedy

A

PHOTO: JASJEET
PLAHA/HT

t won’t be wrong to say that
last year’s Andhadhun
turned out to be one of the
most well received films
which was loved by audiences
and critics alike. And the
film’s victory run continues,
albeit now in global markets.
The Sriram Raghavan
directorial, which has crossed
₹180 crore within 12 days at
the Chinese box office, also
got a standing ovation at the
prestigious Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles
(IFFLA) in USA, where
it was screened as the
opening film.
“Makers are absolutely
kicked with the response that
they have got in China where
it released under the title, The
Piano Player.”
“They are also elated
because trade observers feel
that the film could cross the
₹250 crore mark as well. And
now, the icing on the cake has
been the standing ovation at
IFFLA in the presence of
Tabu, Sriram and producer
Sanjay Routray,” says an
insider.
A few days back,
Andhadhun had also
emerged as the
highest-rated Indian film
of 2018 on IMDb.
When contacted, Sriram
says about his film’s
successful run in China:
“What can I say? We had no
idea that our little
‘experimental film’ would
travel so much. I feel
‘experimental’ doesn’t mean
‘no fun.’
As far as I know, its being
screened in both subtitled and
dubbed versions. My team is
super thrilled.”
An excited Routray adds:
“This April has been
especially exciting for all of
us. On the one hand, our film
has raked in ₹180 crore at the
Chinese box office. And now,
it has received a standing

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Gurmeet
Choudhary
is making
his debut
on an OTT
platform
with a
reality show

Pooja Sharma
hat Bipasha Basu Singh
Grover is a fitness
enthusiast is common
knowledge. With three
successful fitness DVDs, the
actor has inspired people to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.
Seeing her unflinching
passion for fitness, the actor
has been approached by a
college in Kolkata (West
Bengal) to deliver a session on
guiding the youth to
incorporate fitness in their
routine and lead healthy lives.
“Spearheaded by Bipasha, the
session will see a panel of
fitness trainers, nutritionists
and psychologists. The points
of discussion will be immunity
against ailments, exercising
right, staying active, taking
care of the nutritional
requirements of the body and
most importantly loving
yourself,” a source informs.
Bipasha will be in
conversation with the
students of the college and will
shed light on eating disorders,
diet and weight management.
“It’s important to understand
the psychology of the youth.
Most of them have a
conflicting sense of self and
are constantly in search of
validation. Young girls and
boys think fitness is just about
an enviable figure/physique.
We wanted someone with
indomitable knowledge to
address the youth. We are glad
Bipasha agreed to make time
for this,” says a source from
the college. “Being a Bengali,
Bipasha adores the city
(Kolkata). She was excited at
the opportunity to interact
with the students and happily
adjusted her schedule to
accommodate the session,”
says a source close to the
actor.
Bipasha says, “It is

T

It is important to take
time out to work out
and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I
make sure I don’t skip
it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people
to follow the same.
BIPASHA BASU SINGH
GROVER, ACTOR
important to take time out to
work out and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I make sure I
don’t skip it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people to
follow the same.”

I

Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multistarrer and the actor shares
that he enjoys working on
such fun comedies which the
entire family can watch. He
also praised the director of
the film, Indra Kumar, and
says that he would like to
work with him again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of
humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he
was an actor himself also
helps. When you work with
him, he makes sure that you
enjoy your work and by the
end of it you won’t even
realise when you have
finished shooting,” says the
Son of Sardaar (2007) actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

Bipasha to address
the youth on fitness

Global success for Sriram’s film Andhadhun

Ajay Devgn

Talking about equal remuneration
in films, Ajay Devgn says we need
to see beyond gender biases
Shreya Mukherjee

I expect equal treatment for
every citizen. Also, our
politicians should work
towards the betterment of
India.

03

ovation at IFFLA. We are
overjoyed that our film is
being celebrated across the
world now.”

Prashant Singh

Caught on Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

THE SRIRAM
RAGHAVAN
DIRECTORIAL, WHICH
HAS CROSSED ₹180
CRORE WITHIN 12
DAYS AT THE CHINESE
BOX OFFICE

Gurmeet Choudhary’s new adventure
Kavita Awaasthi
urmeet Choudhary, who
has been part of reality
shows such as Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi, is now making his
debut on an OTT platform with
a reality show. “I have been a
part of dance and action reality
shows on TV. The OTT
platform is growing rapidly in
India and it’s reach is huge,”
says the Paltan (2018) actor,
adding, “I love doing reality
shows because I can be myself

G

in such formats. My fans get
the opportunity to see the real
me and not me performing a
character. It also gives me the
opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get
to do usually including stunts
and dance.”
Gurmeet is looking forward
to shooting the adventure
reality show which will feature
not just actors, but
professionals from different
fields too, including business
and sports. The actor admits
that reality show has affected

This gives me the opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get to do usually
including stunts and dance.
GURMEET CHOUDHARY ACTOR
his career in a “very positive
manner”. He says, “They have
played a huge role in my
career. Shows like Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi have added to my

growth and helped me get
where I am today. Reality
shows also introduced me to
newer audiences, ones that
don’t watch TV serials or films
on a regular basis.”

Karisma Kapoor uploaded an image with sister Kareena Kapoor
Khan, giving us major sibling goals, and captioned it,
“#siblingday everyday #mondaymotivation.”

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

htcity LIFESTYLE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
TU ESDAY
T
Y, A PRI L 1 6,
6 20 1 9

HOWTOHAVE A VEGAN EASTER
Easter feasting can get tricky for
vegans. However, stocking up on
these ingredients can help you sail
through the festivities
Susan Jose
aster, like all festivals, is
time for families to come
together and celebrate
with a feast. But what
makes Easter a little different
is that people look forward to
gorging on delicacies after
their 40-day fasting during the
Lent. So, when it comes to
food, no one wants to leave
any stone unturned. And
these days, with many
preferring a healthier
approach, the traditional
Easter buffet is inclusive of
low- and no-sugar as well as
vegan dishes.
lia, nutritionist
t iti i t
Janvi Chitali
and founder att Body Cocoon,
has shortlisted
d seven
ingredients that will help
an and
prepare a vega
diabetes-friend
dly
spread.

E

n

CASHEWS/CASHEW
BUTTER:
Cashew nuts are a rich
source of vitamin K and
minerals including, iron,
zinc, phosphorus and
magnesium. They make a
great base and can be
used in butter form along
with chocolate for making
pancakes, macaroons,
Easter bunnies, etc. The
nut promotes heart
health, increases energy,
boosts brain function,
supports bone and blood
h lh
health.

PISTA
They are an excellent
source of vitamin B6, rich
in minerals such as
phosphorus and copper,
and also contain proteins.
They are a great addition
to the marzipan base
alongside almonds. They
boost brain health, help in
regulating blood sugar
and aid w
weight
i ht loss.

susan.jose@htlive.com
m

PHOTOS: ISTOCK

ALMOND MILK,
FLOUR AND BUTTER:
Almonds contain proteins,
healthy fats, minerals,
carbohydrates and fibre.
This nut is one of the
richest sources of vitamin
E. It is a good option,
especially, to make
marzipan paste and to be
added in as a replacement
of milk in the preparation
of Easter egg.
Almond flour can be
made at home. Soak a few
almonds in water
overnight for five to six
hours. Then peel them
and grind them to make a
powder.
It promotes heart health,
lowers low-density
lipoprotein (LDL)
cholesterol, helps in
having strong bones and
teeth, and aids weight
loss.

They are a goo
natural sweetening agent
instead of any other form of
sugar. They can be used in
liquid or powder form for

. Also,
p is
etter for maintaining the
consistency of desserts. Dates
are a rich source of iron and
fibre, and support
cardiovascular health and aid
digestion.

CCOCONUT
W proteins, fibre,
With
ccarbohydrates, and plenty
of copper and manganese,
o
coconut is also a popular
source of vegan protein.
Coconut is also a source of
vegan milk. Also, grinded
coconut powder is used to
dust over macaroons or
even make the base of
pancakes, carrot cakes an
other treats. It supports
weight loss, improves
mental function, boosts
immunity and helps
reverse candida
overgrowth.

Raw cacao is an excellent
source of manganese,
proteins, vitamin E,
copper, fibre, folate,
magnesium, niacin
magnesium
niacin,
phosphorus and thiamine.
It gives the cacao a bitter
taste and can be used as a
healthy option due to its
low sugar content. It can
be used to make a base of
brownies and chocolate
eggs. It promotes heart
health, supports
neurological health and
reduces inflammation.

NO BAKE CARROT
AND NUT
EASTER EGGS
Ingredients
⅓ cup flaked almonds, ½
cup dates, 1 cup grated
carrots, ½ cup oats, ⅓ cup
desiccated coconut, 1
d
te
easpoon cinnamon
powder, ½ teaspoon
p
vanilla essence, ⅓ cup
v
se
esame seeds
Method
M
n Grate the carrots
n Put dates and almonds
in a food processor and
process till a sticky mix
forms
n Remove in a bowl and
add grated carrots, oats,
sesame seeds, cinnamon
powder and vanilla
essence. Knead to form a
dough
n Form about 12 to 15 small
eggs. Sprinkle the
outside with coconut
and enjoy.
Health benefits:
H
“C
Carrots are rich in
vitamins and minerals,
v
and dates are rich in
aantioxidants, which are
good for health. It is also
high in vitamins, minerals
and fibre. It is the same
with oats, which is also
rich in minerals and fibre.
Sesame seeds are a high
source of calcium and iron
too. This recipe is vegan
and without any added
sugar, so it can be
consumed by diabetics,
too, but in limited
quantities,” says Manish
Khanna,
ha
chef and partner,
nie Point.
nt.

PEANUTS AND
PEANUT BUTTER
Peanuts are a powerhouse
of manganese, proteins,
vitamin E, copper, fibre,
folate, magnesium, niacin,
phosphorus, thiamine,
apart from containing
fibre and carbs. They help
improve memory and are
full of good fats that keep
the heart healthy.

HEALTH WISDOM

Food for better memory power
Having fresh
fruits and
vegetables
boost brain
health
PHOTO: ISTOCK

Anjali Mukerjee
re you among those who
tend to forget their specs,
leave behind their
wallets, fail to recall names or
forget to pass on telephone
messages? You may wonder
what it is — absentmindedness, a bout of
amnesia, or memory loss?
Distraction, lethargy,
dizziness, a ringing in
the ears, headaches
and emotional
disturbances like
anxiety and
depression
are some
other

A

signs of a failing memory.
However, you don’t need to
despair or go for medical
treatment, unless the
problem is severe. Your
memory can effectively be
improved and sharpened with
the right lifestyle choices and
a basic knowledge of memoryenhancing strategies.
While the heart’s job is to
pump blood to the body’s
cells, the brain’s primary
function is to be able to
communicate with its own
cells. The more numerous
and healthy the brain cell
connections are, the faster the
signals can go back and forth
and the better the mind and
the memory will work. The
quality of the diet you eat has
a huge effect on your brain
health and function.
The same poor
lifestyle
choices and

improper food preferences
that lead to major health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, heart diseases and
cancer are also detrimental to
the brain.
A well-balanced diet
consisting of whole grains, a
wide variety of colourful
fresh fruits and vegetables,
and moderate amounts of
lean protein with the right
fats are key to a healthy
brain. Here are a few tips to
combat memory problems:
n Research suggests that
increasing intake of certain
B vitamins, especially B6
and B12 can help enhance
memory abilities
n Exercise regularly as when
you exercise, blood flow to
your entire body increases,
making you feel alert and
energetic. Exercising is also
a good stress-buster. Under
stress, the brain releases
certain chemicals which
prevent glucose from
entering brain cells and
without a steady supply of
glucose, the brain cannot
function at its best
n Research reveals that
gingko, the oldest living tree
species, has a promising
effect on a wide range of
problems related to memory
loss and impaired mental
functioning. It improves
overall mental health,
decision-making abilities
and controls anxiety.
Packed with
antioxidants such as
flavonoids, gingko
strengthens the
capillaries
and
boost

s blood circulation. Thus,
you get more oxygen, more
energy and better efficiency
n Another herb called ginseng
helps to increase memory,
learning ability and mental
functioning. It also helps
control the release of
cortisol, which is a stress
hormone. Too much cortisol
(produced under stress) can
damage brain cells
n Magnesium, often described
as an anti-stress mineral,
plays an important role in
learning and memory.
Magnesium is also vital for
the production and transfer
of nerve impulses, in muscle
contraction and relaxation,
in protein synthesis, and in
many biochemical
reactions, which aid in
improving memory.
Increase your dietary
intake of magnesium (green
leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole grains, soybeans,
milk and seafood) to ensure
that you are getting
adequate levels for
optimum functioning.
n Balance your lifestyle.
Although supplements will
help your brain think and
function better, a healthy
lifestyle is essential. Battle
the demands of the hectic
pace of your life by
practising meditation, yoga
and breathing exercises.
Also, don’t compromise on
your eight-hours-a-day
sleeping pattern to keep
your brain charged.
Keeping the brain nimble
through puzzles, riddles,
and other brain-challenging
exercises and activities
such as board games, chess,
etc. helps build new
connections between brain
cells and strengthen those
that already exist.

Eatless,workmore
andcribless:Abhinav
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR
Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.
One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.

It really makes a
lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock climbing,
washing my

car and riding my bike. I
consider all of this a part
of my physical
activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really
depends. When we trek
or go outdoors, a mini
meal can be peanuts
and jaggery.
Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as
part of a reality
show where I
have had to eat
snails too, just to
survive!
A diet plan that always works for
you?
Eat only when you are hungry.
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

PHOTO: AFP

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS
hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

W

Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

Pooja Sharma

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR
Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi
ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

EC’s celeb ambassadors are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg

he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

PHOTO: SONU
MEHTA/HT

Hima Das (above)
and Manika Batra
(right) are urging
people to vote in
Assam and Delhi,
respectively
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
HIMA_MON_JAI

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originally titled Boeing Boeing, and Akshay
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aanand L Rai’s film will be screened at
the Chinese film festival, Shah Rukh
Khan and Katrina Kaif to attend the event

We are not makers of _______. We are made by _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Sneha Mahadevan
anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ZerogoestoBeijing
FilmFestival-’19

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

A

CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA
2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

Aanand L Rai

HANNA

At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the
two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.

2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

n

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif in Zero

F H TO R
HMTIS
E I Q UT Y
EILRSH

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Life Of Pi
at 1623

1835 Ekkadiki
2055 Jani Dushman
2317 Double Attack 2

1815 Troy
2100 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich
2243 War On Everyone

The Mummy at 1454

Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein at 1410

EDITOR’S
PICK

1227 Ice Age:
Dawn Of
The
Dinosaurs
1122 3 The Maze Runner
1412 Monster Hunt
1623 Life Of Pi
1854 WALL-E
2050 Logan
2300 Ocean’s Thirteen

0943 King Kong
1324 Lucy
1454 The Mummy
1736 Hulk
2028 Jack The Giant Slayer
2332 Independence Day

1115 Dilwale
1410 Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum
Kahein
1726 Baadshah
2100 Mohra

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Jani Dushman at 2055
0745 Kambakkht Ishq
1012 Sabse Bada Zero
1158 Jil
1357 Sura
1623 Bank Chor

Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn Of
The 4th Reich at 2100
1111 Sniper: Ghost Shooter
1249 Grudge Match
1438 Flight
1647 Save The Last Dance 2

Ek Tha Soldier at 2235
1025 Ishq
1355 Meri Taqat Mera Faisla
1645 Theeran
2000 Betting Raja
2235 Ek Tha Soldier

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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WHAT’STHENEED OF THEHOUR?
With the Lok Sabha elections
ongoing, television celebrities talk
about their hopes and aspirations
p
Kavita Awaasthi

KRISHNA BHARADWAJ
Every time a politician makes
new claims, we trust him/her
and give them our vote. It’s
very rare th
that the said claims
have been matched by
realistic acttion. So, I believe

that our right to vote has
lost its importance
in the real world. I think we
should not expect much
from politicians because
they hardly live up to our
expectations.

he General elections
are here and this
time — like always
— there are heated
debates about politics
in the country. Other
than discussions, there
are also certain
expectations that every
citizen has. Here, we speak
to a few TV celebrities who
share their views about
what they hope for.

T

n

MOHAMMAD NAZIM
I feel that ‘every vote
counts’ has become only a
saying now. Most of the
people don’t even go to
vote as they don’t expect
much from our politicians.
A lot of changes need to
be brought in the country.
The situation of the
middle class has always
been
overlooked
by
politicians.

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.co

m

ROHITASHV GOUR
SHASHANK VYAS

For any person, the basic
problems are roti, kapda aur
makaan. Among other things,

I think politicians
shouldn’t just
talk about what
they want to
do for the
country.
Instead they
should just
go ahead
and do it for
us to see.
There are a
lot of key
areas which
have always
been
overlooked
by our
politicians.

TINAA DATTAA
I personally believe that
the elections bring with it
tonnes of exaggerated
claims made by politicians
which are hardly fulfilled.
Also, now, with the social
media boom, there is a lot
of buzz about such things.
I want my country to be a
place where every citizen
can live happily.

ForAjay,
#equalpayis
abouttalent
andhardwork,
notgender

OHITT PUROHIT
expect the
oliticians to
ring
ustainable
u
hange in the
country. I vote
every
election. I
believe that
veryone
v
ho
ould vote as
’s tthe right of a
tize
en, and
obody
y can prevent
u from voting.

jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at
the same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a
person is putting in all the
effort, it’s also important that
he or she get the right
remuneration. We do follow
that while working on a
project,” Ajay says.
He explains further that
this cannot be a gender issue.
“It has nothing to with male
or female. Whoever is
working harder and better
should get his or her rightful
due. I think we should stop
seeing everything through
such biases. There are times
when even two (male) actors
don’t get same payment,”
adds the actor, who was last
seen in the action comedy

A

PHOTO: JASJEET
PLAHA/HT

t won’t be wrong to say that
last year’s Andhadhun
turned out to be one of the
most well received films
which was loved by audiences
and critics alike. And the
film’s victory run continues,
albeit now in global markets.
The Sriram Raghavan
directorial, which has crossed
₹180 crore within 12 days at
the Chinese box office, also
got a standing ovation at the
prestigious Indian Film
Festival of Los Angeles
(IFFLA) in USA, where
it was screened as the
opening film.
“Makers are absolutely
kicked with the response that
they have got in China where
it released under the title, The
Piano Player.”
“They are also elated
because trade observers feel
that the film could cross the
₹250 crore mark as well. And
now, the icing on the cake has
been the standing ovation at
IFFLA in the presence of
Tabu, Sriram and producer
Sanjay Routray,” says an
insider.
A few days back,
Andhadhun had also
emerged as the
highest-rated Indian film
of 2018 on IMDb.
When contacted, Sriram
says about his film’s
successful run in China:
“What can I say? We had no
idea that our little
‘experimental film’ would
travel so much. I feel
‘experimental’ doesn’t mean
‘no fun.’
As far as I know, its being
screened in both subtitled and
dubbed versions. My team is
super thrilled.”
An excited Routray adds:
“This April has been
especially exciting for all of
us. On the one hand, our film
has raked in ₹180 crore at the
Chinese box office. And now,
it has received a standing

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Gurmeet Choudhary’s new adventure
Kavita Awaasthi
urmeet Choudhary, who
has been part of reality
shows such as Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi, is now making his
debut on an OTT platform with
a reality show. “I have been a
part of dance and action reality
shows on TV. The OTT
platform is growing rapidly in
India and it’s reach is huge,”
says the Paltan (2018) actor,
adding, “I love doing reality
shows because I can be myself

G

in such formats. My fans get
the opportunity to see the real
me and not me performing a
character. It also gives me the
opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get
to do usually including stunts
and dance.”
Gurmeet is looking forward
to shooting the adventure
reality show which will feature
not just actors, but
professionals from different
fields too, including business
and sports. The actor admits
that reality show has affected

Pooja Sharma
hat Bipasha Basu Singh
Grover is a fitness
enthusiast is common
knowledge. With three
successful fitness DVDs, the
actor has inspired people to
embrace a healthy lifestyle.
Seeing her unflinching
passion for fitness, the actor
has been approached by a
college in Kolkata (West
Bengal) to deliver a session on
guiding the youth to
incorporate fitness in their
routine and lead healthy lives.
“Spearheaded by Bipasha, the
session will see a panel of
fitness trainers, nutritionists
and psychologists. The points
of discussion will be immunity
against ailments, exercising
right, staying active, taking
care of the nutritional
requirements of the body and
most importantly loving
yourself,” a source informs.
Bipasha will be in
conversation with the
students of the college and will
shed light on eating disorders,
diet and weight management.
“It’s important to understand
the psychology of the youth.
Most of them have a
conflicting sense of self and
are constantly in search of
validation. Young girls and
boys think fitness is just about
an enviable figure/physique.
We wanted someone with
indomitable knowledge to
address the youth. We are glad
Bipasha agreed to make time
for this,” says a source from
the college. “Being a Bengali,
Bipasha adores the city
(Kolkata). She was excited at
the opportunity to interact
with the students and happily
adjusted her schedule to
accommodate the session,”
says a source close to the
actor.
Bipasha says, “It is

T

It is important to take
time out to work out
and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I
make sure I don’t skip
it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people
to follow the same.
BIPASHA BASU SINGH
GROVER, ACTOR
important to take time out to
work out and stay fit. Despite a
hectic schedule, I make sure I
don’t skip it and stick to my
regimen. I urge people to
follow the same.”

I

Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multistarrer and the actor shares
that he enjoys working on
such fun comedies which the
entire family can watch. He
also praised the director of
the film, Indra Kumar, and
says that he would like to
work with him again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of
humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he
was an actor himself also
helps. When you work with
him, he makes sure that you
enjoy your work and by the
end of it you won’t even
realise when you have
finished shooting,” says the
Son of Sardaar (2007) actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

Bipasha to address
the youth on fitness

Global success for Sriram’s film Andhadhun

Ajay Devgn

Talking about equal remuneration
in films, Ajay Devgn says we need
to see beyond gender biases
Shreya Mukherjee

I expect equal treatment for
every citizen. Also, our
politicians should work
towards the betterment of
India.

03

ovation at IFFLA. We are
overjoyed that our film is
being celebrated across the
world now.”

Prashant Singh

Caught on Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

THE SRIRAM
RAGHAVAN
DIRECTORIAL, WHICH
HAS CROSSED ₹180
CRORE WITHIN 12
DAYS AT THE CHINESE
BOX OFFICE

Gurmeet
Choudhary
is making
his debut
on an OTT
platform
with a
reality show

This gives me the opportunity to explore new
avenues, which I don’t get to do usually
including stunts and dance.
GURMEET CHOUDHARY ACTOR
his career in a “very positive
manner”. He says, “They have
played a huge role in my
career. Shows like Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa and Khatron Ke
Khiladi have added to my

growth and helped me get
where I am today. Reality
shows also introduced me to
newer audiences, ones that
don’t watch TV serials or films
on a regular basis.”

Karisma Kapoor uploaded an image with sister Kareena Kapoor
Khan, giving us major sibling goals, and captioned it,
“#siblingday everyday #mondaymotivation.”
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HOWTOHAVE A VEGAN EASTER
Easter feasting can get tricky for
vegans. However, stocking up on
these ingredients can help you sail
through the festivities
Susan Jose
aster, like all festivals, is
time for families to come
together and celebrate
with a feast. But what
makes Easter a little different
is that people look forward to
gorging on delicacies after
their 40-day fasting during the
Lent. So, when it comes to
food, no one wants to leave
any stone unturned. And
these days, with many
preferring a healthier
approach, the traditional
Easter buffet is inclusive of
low- and no-sugar as well as
vegan dishes.
lia, nutritionist
t iti i t
Janvi Chitali
and founder att Body Cocoon,
has shortlisted
d seven
ingredients that will help
an and
prepare a vega
diabetes-friend
dly
spread.

E

n

CASHEWS/CASHEW
BUTTER:
Cashew nuts are a rich
source of vitamin K and
minerals including, iron,
zinc, phosphorus and
magnesium. They make a
great base and can be
used in butter form along
with chocolate for making
pancakes, macaroons,
Easter bunnies, etc. The
nut promotes heart
health, increases energy,
boosts brain function,
supports bone and blood
h lh
health.

PISTA
They are an excellent
source of vitamin B6, rich
in minerals such as
phosphorus and copper,
and also contain proteins.
They are a great addition
to the marzipan base
alongside almonds. They
boost brain health, help in
regulating blood sugar
and aid w
weight
i ht loss.

susan.jose@htlive.com
m

PHOTOS: ISTOCK

ALMOND MILK,
FLOUR AND BUTTER:
Almonds contain proteins,
healthy fats, minerals,
carbohydrates and fibre.
This nut is one of the
richest sources of vitamin
E. It is a good option,
especially, to make
marzipan paste and to be
added in as a replacement
of milk in the preparation
of Easter egg.
Almond flour can be
made at home. Soak a few
almonds in water
overnight for five to six
hours. Then peel them
and grind them to make a
powder.
It promotes heart health,
lowers low-density
lipoprotein (LDL)
cholesterol, helps in
having strong bones and
teeth, and aids weight
loss.

They are a goo
natural sweetening agent
instead of any other form of
sugar. They can be used in
liquid or powder form for

. Also,
p is
etter for maintaining the
consistency of desserts. Dates
are a rich source of iron and
fibre, and support
cardiovascular health and aid
digestion.

CCOCONUT
W proteins, fibre,
With
ccarbohydrates, and plenty
of copper and manganese,
o
coconut is also a popular
source of vegan protein.
Coconut is also a source of
vegan milk. Also, grinded
coconut powder is used to
dust over macaroons or
even make the base of
pancakes, carrot cakes an
other treats. It supports
weight loss, improves
mental function, boosts
immunity and helps
reverse candida
overgrowth.

Raw cacao is an excellent
source of manganese,
proteins, vitamin E,
copper, fibre, folate,
magnesium, niacin
magnesium
niacin,
phosphorus and thiamine.
It gives the cacao a bitter
taste and can be used as a
healthy option due to its
low sugar content. It can
be used to make a base of
brownies and chocolate
eggs. It promotes heart
health, supports
neurological health and
reduces inflammation.

NO BAKE CARROT
AND NUT
EASTER EGGS
Ingredients
⅓ cup flaked almonds, ½
cup dates, 1 cup grated
carrots, ½ cup oats, ⅓ cup
desiccated coconut, 1
d
te
easpoon cinnamon
powder, ½ teaspoon
p
vanilla essence, ⅓ cup
v
se
esame seeds
Method
M
n Grate the carrots
n Put dates and almonds
in a food processor and
process till a sticky mix
forms
n Remove in a bowl and
add grated carrots, oats,
sesame seeds, cinnamon
powder and vanilla
essence. Knead to form a
dough
n Form about 12 to 15 small
eggs. Sprinkle the
outside with coconut
and enjoy.
Health benefits:
H
“C
Carrots are rich in
vitamins and minerals,
v
and dates are rich in
aantioxidants, which are
good for health. It is also
high in vitamins, minerals
and fibre. It is the same
with oats, which is also
rich in minerals and fibre.
Sesame seeds are a high
source of calcium and iron
too. This recipe is vegan
and without any added
sugar, so it can be
consumed by diabetics,
too, but in limited
quantities,” says Manish
Khanna,
ha
chef and partner,
nie Point.
nt.

PEANUTS AND
PEANUT BUTTER
Peanuts are a powerhouse
of manganese, proteins,
vitamin E, copper, fibre,
folate, magnesium, niacin,
phosphorus, thiamine,
apart from containing
fibre and carbs. They help
improve memory and are
full of good fats that keep
the heart healthy.

HEALTH WISDOM

Food for better memory power
Having fresh
fruits and
vegetables
boost brain
health
PHOTO: ISTOCK

Anjali Mukerjee
re you among those who
tend to forget their specs,
leave behind their
wallets, fail to recall names or
forget to pass on telephone
messages? You may wonder
what it is — absentmindedness, a bout of
amnesia, or memory loss?
Distraction, lethargy,
dizziness, a ringing in
the ears, headaches
and emotional
disturbances like
anxiety and
depression
are some
other

A

signs of a failing memory.
However, you don’t need to
despair or go for medical
treatment, unless the
problem is severe. Your
memory can effectively be
improved and sharpened with
the right lifestyle choices and
a basic knowledge of memoryenhancing strategies.
While the heart’s job is to
pump blood to the body’s
cells, the brain’s primary
function is to be able to
communicate with its own
cells. The more numerous
and healthy the brain cell
connections are, the faster the
signals can go back and forth
and the better the mind and
the memory will work. The
quality of the diet you eat has
a huge effect on your brain
health and function.
The same poor
lifestyle
choices and

improper food preferences
that lead to major health
problems such as obesity,
diabetes, heart diseases and
cancer are also detrimental to
the brain.
A well-balanced diet
consisting of whole grains, a
wide variety of colourful
fresh fruits and vegetables,
and moderate amounts of
lean protein with the right
fats are key to a healthy
brain. Here are a few tips to
combat memory problems:
n Research suggests that
increasing intake of certain
B vitamins, especially B6
and B12 can help enhance
memory abilities
n Exercise regularly as when
you exercise, blood flow to
your entire body increases,
making you feel alert and
energetic. Exercising is also
a good stress-buster. Under
stress, the brain releases
certain chemicals which
prevent glucose from
entering brain cells and
without a steady supply of
glucose, the brain cannot
function at its best
n Research reveals that
gingko, the oldest living tree
species, has a promising
effect on a wide range of
problems related to memory
loss and impaired mental
functioning. It improves
overall mental health,
decision-making abilities
and controls anxiety.
Packed with
antioxidants such as
flavonoids, gingko
strengthens the
capillaries
and
boost

s blood circulation. Thus,
you get more oxygen, more
energy and better efficiency
n Another herb called ginseng
helps to increase memory,
learning ability and mental
functioning. It also helps
control the release of
cortisol, which is a stress
hormone. Too much cortisol
(produced under stress) can
damage brain cells
n Magnesium, often described
as an anti-stress mineral,
plays an important role in
learning and memory.
Magnesium is also vital for
the production and transfer
of nerve impulses, in muscle
contraction and relaxation,
in protein synthesis, and in
many biochemical
reactions, which aid in
improving memory.
Increase your dietary
intake of magnesium (green
leafy vegetables, nuts,
whole grains, soybeans,
milk and seafood) to ensure
that you are getting
adequate levels for
optimum functioning.
n Balance your lifestyle.
Although supplements will
help your brain think and
function better, a healthy
lifestyle is essential. Battle
the demands of the hectic
pace of your life by
practising meditation, yoga
and breathing exercises.
Also, don’t compromise on
your eight-hours-a-day
sleeping pattern to keep
your brain charged.
Keeping the brain nimble
through puzzles, riddles,
and other brain-challenging
exercises and activities
such as board games, chess,
etc. helps build new
connections between brain
cells and strengthen those
that already exist.

Eatless,workmore
andcribless:Abhinav
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR
Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.
One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.

It really makes a
lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock climbing,
washing my

car and riding my bike. I
consider all of this a part
of my physical
activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really
depends. When we trek
or go outdoors, a mini
meal can be peanuts
and jaggery.
Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as
part of a reality
show where I
have had to eat
snails too, just to
survive!
A diet plan that always works for
you?
Eat only when you are hungry.
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‘THE IDEA OF
MARRIAGE GAVE
ME COLD FEET’

‘PEOPLE WITH DARK SKIN, LIKE US, ARE
CONSIDERED BEAUTIFUL ABROAD’

>>htcity p3

MY LIFE IS NON-CONTROVERSIAL: BHUMI
SAYS DON’T HAVE TIME TO FOCUS ON ANYTHING OTHER THAN WORK

>>htcity p3

>>htcity p3

shortstories
PU DECLARES
RESULTS
CHANDIGARH: Panjab University
has declared the result of BE
(bio-technology), 1st Semester, B
Sc (HS) Physics and Electronics, 1st
Semester, B Sc (Hons) in Physics,
1st Semester, for the examinations
held in December 2018 and of BE
(Civil), 2nd, 4th and 6th Semester,
(re-appear), January 2019. The
students can see their results in
their respective departments/colHTC
leges/university website.

Ex-chiefoftruckunionamong2
hurtinfiringovertenderdispute
BLAME GAME Truckers claim contractor Goldy opedned fire at Mintu and Karan with a licensed revolver and cops
helped him flee; accused says the ex-truck union chief and his aides attacked him first & he fired shots in self defence
Avtar Singh
n

Faculty development
programme at UIAMS
CHANDIGARH:University Institute
of Applied Management Science
(UIAMS), Panjab University
organised its Faculty Development
Programme that commenced on
Monday. Vice Chancellor of Punjabi
University, Patiala, BS Ghuman
spoke about the need to select
appropriate research technique for
the interpretation of results. He
specified various steps to be
followed by a researcher for good
research work. DUI Shankarji Jha
stressed upon the necessity of
conducting contemporary research work toresolve the practical
issues in an ethical manner. HTC

‘Agri fires major source of
greenhouse gas emission’
CHANDIGARH :Agricultural fires
are one of the main sources of
greenhouse gas emission, said
professor Hartmut Boesch from
the University of Leicester, United
Kingdom, on the concluding day of
India-UK colloquium on remote
sensing, air quality and climate
change at Panjab University (PU)
››P2
on Sunday.

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR: Two persons including
a former truck union president
were injured after they were
allegedly shot at by a contractor
on Sunam road on Monday. The
firing incident took place over
wheat-lifting tenders, said
police.
The injured have been identified as Randeep Singh alias
Mintu, the ex-chief of truck
union at Badrukhan village, and
Karan Singh, 24, of Sangrur.
Mintu was taken to Dayanand Medical College and Hospital (DMCH) in Ludhiana while
Karan was initially admitted at
Sangrur civil hospital and later
referred to a hospital in Patiala.
According to doctors, the condition of both victims is critical.
Meanwhile, truck operators
in district protested in Sangrur
and alleged that the local police
are protecting the accused. The
protesting truckers claimed
that the cops allowed the
accused to flee after committing
the crime.
“Mintu got tenders for wheat

n

Sangrur DSP Satpal Sharma interacting with the protesting truck operators on Sunam road in Sangrur
HT PHOTO
on Monday.

lifting but contractor Rajneesh
Kansal alias Goldy was also
interested in getting the contract. So, Goldy attacked Mintu
and Karan with his licensed
revolver. Police reached the
spot after the incident but did
not arrest Goldy,” said Vipin

Sharma, president of Bhawanigarh truck union.
“Lok Sabha elections are on
and poll code is in place under
which, people are supposed to
submit their weapons with
police. But Goldy still has the
revolver. If the police do not

Pbi varsity teachers irked over
poll duty, to go on strike today
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: The teaching faculty of

Punjabi University, Patiala, has
decided to go on strike on Tuesday against the district electoral
office’s decision to deploy them
on poll duties during Lok Sabha
elections, scheduled on May 19.
On Monday, the teachers
formed a 24-member University
Calendar Protection Committee
(UCPC) to register their protest
against the varsity authorities
for not taking up their case with
the district electoral officials.
Many teachers assembled in
front of vice-chancellor (V-C)
Prof BS Ghuman’s office to protest against them being assigned
election duties.
The committee members said
that this is for the first time that
a large number of university’s
teaching staff, mostly assistant
and associate professors, has
been deputed for election duty by
the district administration.
The members argued that university teachers are different
from government employees.
“We are recruited and employed
by the university, which is an
autonomous body. There is no
system of annual confidential

₹4L stolen from
cigarette factory
CHANDIGARH:Burglars struck at a
factory in Industrial Area,
Chandigarh, and decamped
with ₹4 lakh on the intervening
night of Saturday and Sunday,
police said.
Deepak Nagpal, a distributor
of cigarettes, alleged that ₹4.2
lakh and at least 10 cartons of
cigarettes were stolen.
Cops say the burglars broke
into the factory by smashing the
rooftop windows and suspect
involvement of an insider or a
former employee.
A case has been registered
under Section 380 (theft in
dwelling house) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) against unidentified persons.

HANDIWORK OF
GANG: POLICE
On Saturday, the UT police had
solved eight cases of burglary
with the arrest of a gang of eight,
including four juveniles and a
scrap dealer.
The eight had also stolen
around ₹1 lakh from Gurdwara
Singh Sabha in Sohana.
Probing officials claim that a
similar gang is behind the
recent burglary as the arrested
eight had committed all the
crimes at the Industrial Area
Phase 2.
HTC

n

Teachers say putting them on election duty is violation of the
political and constitutional mandate provided in the university
calendar.
HT FILE

reports (ACRs) so that teachers
can enjoy political autonomy
and express their views without
any fear or favour,” they argued.
They added that putting
teachers on electoral duty is a
clear violation of the political
and constitutional mandate provided in the university calendar.
“The teachers are agitated
against the infringement of their
constitutional right well
enshrined in the university calendar by which, they can contest
the election of state assembly
and national parliament by getting permission from university

authorities. Thus, teachers are
not entitled to be deployed on
election duties,” the committee
members said.
But, the university calendar
has not mention anywhere that
the varsity teachers cannot be
deployed for election duties. Earlier, the district electoral officercum-deputy commissioner
Kumar Amit had served Punjabi
University a show-cause notice
for its failure to provide a list of
employees to be deployed on
election duty.
Later, the university had submitted the list. With announce-

ment of general elections in Punjab on May 19, the district
election office has quickened the
process of completing all
essentialities in time so as
to conduct the elections in a hassle free manner.
Additional
deputy
commissioner (ADC) Shaukat
Ahmed Parre, who is also the
additional district electoral officer, said the services of university teachers are being taken due
to shortage of staff with the electoral office.
“As per guidelines of the Election Commission of India,
employees who are in two-year
extension period and those having last six-month in their government services cannot be
deployed on election duty. Thus,
we are facing shortage of over
700 employees,” Parre said.
He added that they have a
requirement of at least 15,000
people to be deployed on poll
duty. “In such situation, we need
to take services of staff available
at government departments and
educational institutions. We
have exemptedsenior professors
from election duties, while
assistant and associate professor
will have to be deployed for the
same,” he said.

take concrete action, we will
stage a protest outside the deputy commissioner’s office on
Tuesday,” he added.
Meanwhile, Goldy said that
Mintu and his supporters had
stopped his car and attacked
him with baseball bats.

CONG LEADER’S
BODY FOUND
HANGING FROM
TREE IN MOHALI

MOHALI :The body of Jasbir Singh
Saini akaJassa,a local Congress
leader and property developer,
was found hanging from a tree
here on Monday.
Though no suicide note was
recovered,Saini’sfamilyclaimed
he was under stress for the past
one year and ruled out foul play.
Sources said he had sold a
property worth ₹40 lakh last
week. He was aspiring to contest
the next MC elections. His wife,
Meera Saini, aka Sudha, who is
Congress women wing chief in
DeraBassi,hadcontestedtheMC
pollsbutlost to hersister-in-law.
The family told police that
Saini had left home around
2:30am, but returned after about
seven minutes. He again left
around 4am, saying that he was
going for the morning walk.
Hisbodywaslaterfoundhangingfromapeepaltreeoutsidethe
boundary wall around 6am. He
wasrushedtotheDeraBassicivil
hospital, where he was declared
broughtdead.Jasbirwastheonly
son of his aged parents. The initial report cites “death due to
hanging.” “We are probing all
angles,” said SHO Vikramjeet
Singh. Police have initiated
HTC
inquest proceedings.

A C U T E S H O R TA G E

UT hospitals running out of anti-rabies vaccine
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Dog bite victims

are at the receiving end as the
government healthcare facilities in Chandigarh are facing
extreme shortage of anti-rabies vaccine.
The only place where the
stock is available is the antirabies clinic in Sector 19, but it
will also run out within the
next three days. At another
anti-rabies clinic located in
Sector 38, the stock ran out a
few weeks ago. Government
Multi Specialty Hospital, Sector 16, which supplies the vaccine to all the anti-rabies clinics in the city, ran out of stock
eight months ago.
A dog bite patient is given a
tetanus injection; four doses
of anti-rabies vaccine to an
adult at the interval of 0-3-7-28
days, and in case of a child,
five doses are given on 0-3-714-28 days; and serum in cases
where the bite is of categories
2 and 3 as defined by World
Health Organisation (WHO).
A vial of the vaccine costs a
patient around ₹300, and as
around five such vials are
required, one ends up spending around ₹1,500 on the vac-

“I have filed tenders for
wheat lifting and was getting life
threats from Mintu. I had even
filed a police complaint with the
DGP and food secretary,” he
claimed.
“Today, when we were going
to the DC office, around 16 people, including Mintu, stopped
my car and attacked me. I had to
fire shots in self-defence and
have informed police the same,”
Goldy added.
Deputy superintend of police
(DSP) Satpal Sharma and his
team inspected the crime scene
and started probe. He pacified
the protesting truck operators
and assured to deliver justice.
However, no FIR was registered
till the filling of this report.
“As per preliminary probe, it
is suspected that four to five bullets were fired. We have not
received any update from Ludhiana regarding Mintu’s health.
A team has been sent to Patiala
to record Karan’s statement,”
said DSP Sharma.
“We are probing the matter
and further action will be taken
after Karan’s statement is
recorded,” he added.

Categories of contact with suspect rabid animal

Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) measures

Category 1: Touching or feeding animals, licks
None
on intact skin
Category 2: Nibbling of uncovered skin, minor
Immediate vaccination and local
scratches or abrasions without bleeding
treatment of the wound
Category 3: Single or multiple transdermal bites
Immediate vaccination and administration
or scratches, licks on broken skin; contamination of
of rabies immunoglobulin;
mucous membrane with saliva from licks, contacts
local treatment of the wound
with bats.
All categories 2 and 3 exposures assessed as carrying a risk of developing rabies require PEP.
*Source: WHO
cine course. However, at the
hospital and clinics, where
the treatment is free-of-cost,
only the tetanus injection and
the serum are available.
STATUS CHECK
Over 800 dog bite cases per
month (20-25 cases daily)
reported at the Sector 19
clinic. Cases from Chandigarh as well as adjoining
states also come to this dispensary because of availability of free vaccination.
An official from the dispen-

sary said, “We are left with
very limited stock of the vaccine. It will hardly suffice for
two more days.”
At least 12 dog bite cases are
reported at the GMSH daily.
Each one needs a tetanus
injection and anti-rabies vaccine and of these, around eight
patients also need the serum.
CAUSE OF SHORTAGE
Sources from the GMSH said
the hospital had run out of the
vaccine stock since August
2018. The demand was sent in

December, and the tender was
twice since then, but no firm
came forward.
GMSH medical superintendent Dr VK Nagpal said,
“We had floated tenders twice
but no firm came forward.
Now, another tender is in
process and we have received
two bids. The stock will be
procured within ten days.”
However, a GMSH official,
not wishing to be named, said
no purchase is being made
because of the model code of
conduct.

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA :The Punjab Sikh Council on Monday staged a
protest over the decision of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) to
reappoint 530 employees
sacked last year.
The members of the council
burnt effigies of former president of SGPC professor Kirpal
Singh Badungar and
alleged he appointed his close
relatives to different posts during his tenure as SGPC chief
from 2016 to 2018.
In March last year, the executive of the apex gurdwara body,
headed by incumbent SGPC
president Gobind Singh Longowal, decided to remove 530
employees hired during Badungar’s tenure.
A four-member probe panel
formed by Longowal found
gross violations in the
recruitment process.
The employees were handed
out termination letters and
were asked not to report to their
places of posting.
Mohan Singh Kartarpur,
president of the Punjab Sikh
Council, said though they welcome SGPC’s decision to reappoint sacked employees, the
committee should not reappoint

›

The four-member
committee should
not reappoint relatives
of former SGPC president
Badungar.
MOHAN SINGH KARTARPUR,
president, Punjab Sikh Council

relatives of former Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee president.
He said the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
has not taken any action
against Badungar for violating
the Section 142 of the Gurdwara
Act, 1925.
Refuting allegations, Badungar said the matter is sub-judice
and no norms were violated
while making appointments.
“All the recruitments were
done as per the Sikh Gurdwara
Act, 1925, and resolutions
passed by the SGPC general
house from time to time,” Badungar said.
He said he served the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee for over 45 years
without any controversy.
“Since it is a matter of my honesty and reputation, the truth
must unfold before the public,”
Badungar said.

Newlywed
woman’s gold
chain snatched
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A man on a motor-

n

A ring-necked parrot eating a stone apple (bael) at B Tank
Park in Patiala on Monday. When ripe, the fruit has cooling
effect on body.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

cycle snatched the gold
chain of a newlywed woman
near Thakur Dwara
temple in Chandigarh,
police said.
Mithilesh, in her early
twenties, was dropped by her
husband near a coaching
centre they run in Chandigarh,
when she was targeted.
“Mithlesh’s husband forgot
the keys to the centre and went
back home,” police said.
“His wife was crossing the
road when her chain was
snatched,” police said.
A case was registered at the
Chandigarh police station
under section 379 (theft) and 356
(use of force to commit a crime)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
against an unidentified person.
The closed-circuit television
(CCTV) camera footage of the
incident showed the
motorcyclist wearing a helmet,
police said.
Attempts are being made to
ascertain his identity.

PAU experts advise farmers to
put cap on basmati cultivation
Amarpal Singh
amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: With the sale of bas-

A dog bite patient is given a tetanus injection; four doses of anti-rabies
vaccine to an adult at the interval of 0-3-7-28 days, and in case of a child,
five doses are given on 0-3-7-14-28 days.

Punjab Sikh Council
stages protest in city

HEALTHY SNACKING

n

Significant part of treatment

SGPC REAPPOINTMENT ROW

mati seeds increasing by
18% as compared to the previous
year, experts from Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
have advised farmers to
put cap on their cultivation in
the state.
They believe that area under
basmati cultivation might
increase in 2019-20 as the farmers
had fetched high prices of their
produce last year. But excessive
cultivation of basmati can
decrease its market price,
experts claim.
Extension specialist from
PAU department of economics
and sociology, Raj Kumar said
for the past three years (2016-17,
2017-18 and 2018-19), the area
under basmati crop in Punjab
remained stable between five
and 5.5-lakh hectare.
“Due to that, prices showed
less volatility in this period. But
past trends indicate that whenever the area under basmati
increased, the market had fallen,
thus causing losses to farmers,”
he added.
“As of now, the export figure
of basmati rice remains around
40-lakh tonne, but farmers who
got good price in previous years
for basmati are now expected to

›

Due to increased
supply of basmati,
its post-harvest prices
had dipped and touched
a low of ₹1,830 per
quintal in 2011-12. This
decline in prices adversely
affect the returns.
JASDEV SINGH,
senior farm economist

increase the cultivation this
year, which can bring glut,” Rai
Kumar said.
Senior farm economist Jasdev
Singh said, “In 2008-09, area
under basmati cultivation in the
state was 3.4-lakh hectare and
the average post-harvest market
price of the paddy was
₹2,660 per quintal, which was
considered good. As a result,
the area under this crop
expanded in next three years,
touching 5.58-lakh hectare by
2011-12.”
“Due to the increased supply
of basmati, its post-harvest prices fell and touched a low of
₹1,830 per quintal in 2011-12.
The decline in prices affected the
returns adversely and after area
correction in 2012-13,

the cultivation area was brought
down by one-lakh hectare,” he
added.
The experts said that the
reduced production helped in
the clearance of previous
stock and due to the demandsupply relationship, basmati prices in the domestic markets went
up to ₹2,570 per quintal
in 2012-13.
“Farmers became over enthusiastic and the area under basmati cultivation touched its alltime high of 8.62-lakh hectare in
2014-15, which led to tremendous
increase in its production. But
the market crashed and prices
dropped,” they added.
ADVICE TO FARMERS
Assistant extension specialist at
PAU department of agronomy,
Dr SS Manhas said farmers
should cultivate recommended
variety of basmati only on two to
three acres. They must sow
between June 1 and June 15 and
transplanting should be done
between July 1 and July 15.
Dr TS Dillon, director seeds,
PAU, said, “The basmati must be
grown with other paddy crop
varieties such as PR 114, PR 121,
PR 122, PR 124, PR 126 and PR 127.
These are varieties recommended by the PAU. These take
less time to grow, produce more
yield and are disease resistant.”
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PU to conduct entrance tests for MA
economics, master’s in social work
CAREER GOALS Entrance for MA economics has been approved by senate, tests for master’s degree
in social work and for migrating students in bachelor’s of engineering have been approved by syndicate
HT Correspondent
n

SENATE MEETING POSTPONED

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

(PU) is set to introduce three new
entrance examinations for
admission in the new academic
session 2019-20, including tests to
MA economics and master’s in
social work.
An entrance test for admission to MA economics has been
approved by the Senate, while
the tests for master’s in social
work and for migrating students
in bachelor’s of engineering (BE)
have been approved by the Syndicate.
Dates of the examinations
have not been announced yet.
NEGATIVE MARKING
IN MA ECONOMICS TEST
For MA economics, the test will
consist of 75 multiple choice
questions (MCQs) and its duration will be one hour and 30 minutes. There will be negative
marking in the test and 0.25
marks will be deducted for every
wrong answer.
The test will be based on the
syllabus of BA (honours) in economics/BA (honours) in choice
based credit system (CBCS)/BA
economics (elective).
The question paper will have
10 questions each from
microeconomics, macroeconomics, economics growth, development and planning, Indian economy, mathematics and statistics,
econometrics, applied economics and logical reasoning.
Centre for Social Work will
conduct an entrance test for

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Panjab Univer-

n

Engineering students who have pursued the first year from another
institute recognised by Panjab University and was to shift to the
HT FILE
varsity will have to appear for the migration entrance test.

admission to master’s of social
work (MSW), PU (CET)-PG. All
candidates will be required to
score at least 35% in the entrance
test which will include 90 objective type questions.
The duration of the test will be
90 minutes, no negative marking
will be there and it medium will
only be English. Candidates who
qualify the test will be called for
group discussion and interview.
40% weightage will be given to
the qualifying examination
(bachelor’s degree in any discipline), 25% to the PU (CET)-PG,
15% to group discussion and 20%
to personal interview.
NEW ENGINEERING
TEST IN MAY END
PU Migration Entrance in Engineering Test (PUMEET) will be

held for the candidates who have
pursued bachelor’s in engineering (BE) first year from any other
institute recognised by the PU
and wish to shift to the varsity.
The test will be conducted in
the last week of May 2019. The
candidates who have secured
minimum aggregate 60% marks
and have appeared in Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE)) in
their previous session, will be
eligible to apply.
The test will consist of 100
MCQs to be attempted in 100 minutes. Result of the test will be
declared by mid June, 2019, and
counselling of the candidates
will be conducted in the first
week of July 2019. The students
who wish to change their branch
will also be able to do so through
the test.

sity (PU) has postponed the
Senate meeting that was
scheduled on April 29, citing
administrative reasons. No
new date has been fixed for
the meeting yet.
The university will organise its convocation ceremony on April 28 and 30 and
has scheduled its entrance
test PU (CET)-UG 2019 in
which over 8,000 students
are expected to appear.
Senator Chaman Lal
termed the move as ‘strange
functioning’ of the varsity.
He said, “In March, the
Senate meeting did not happen. The regular meeting of
April has been postponed.
On April 21, a special Senate
has been called just to
approve one item (honorary
degrees) which is nearly a
formality and it usually
takes place on the same day
as the convocation, in the
morning.”
“This is an utter wastage
of public money. When 19
senators asked for a special
Senate, the Syndicate disapproved. Couldn’t that be
included in this meeting and
the pending agenda?,” he
said.
On April 10, the Syndicate

had approved the names of
Infosys Foundation trustee,
Bengaluru, Sudha N Murthy, for LLD (honoris causa)
and Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chairperson K Sivan for ‘Vigyan
Rattan’.
n

MOVE DRAWS FLAK
FROM SENATORS
On postponement of the
meeting, a Senate member
Baljinder Singh from Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research,
and member of an advisory
committee on honorary
degrees, Amod Gupta, have
written to the varsity vicechancellor (V-C).
Speaking on the special
Senate scheduled on April
21, Gupta said, “All members had unanimously
agreed on the two names.
There is no need for such
expense for only one
agenda. We should save
resources for more serious
issues.”
Senator Rabindernath
Sharma also expressed similar views, saying, “It is a
futile exercise. You can have
a procedural meeting before
convocation if you really
want to give it a formal look.
The decision is unanimous
in the committee and in the
Syndicate.”

Faculty and students on the concluding day of India-UK colloquium at Panjab University in Chandigarh
HT PHOTO
on Sunday.

‘Agricultural fires major source
of greenhouse gas emission’
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Agricultural fires
are one of the main sources of
greenhouse gas emission, said
professor Hartmut Boesch from
the University of Leicester,
United Kingdom, on the concluding day of India-UK colloquium on remote sensing, air
quality and climate change at
Panjab University (PU) on
Sunday.
Boesch said that there is an
urgent need to increase the
coverage of ground-based in
situ and remote sensing networks to build more reliable
models of the Earth system used
to forecast our future climate
and support the development of
appropriate emission reduction
strategies.

COLLOQUIUM AIMED
TO ASSESS STATE
OF ATMOSPHERIC
MEASUREMENTS,
GREENHOUSE GASES
MONITORING AND
MANAGEMENT
He also spoke on first greenhouse gases observing satellite
‘GOSAT’, and emission of carbon dioxide and methane.
The two-day colloquium was
jointly organised by the Panjab
University department of environment studies and the department of community medicine
and School of Public Health,
Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and

Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, in collaboration with the
department of physics and
astronomy, University of
Leicester, UK.
At least 10 talks were delivered during the colloquium
which aimed to assess state of
the science of space-based
atmospheric measurements,
greenhouse gases monitoring
and management globally and
in India, with a special focus on
remote sensing-based satellite
approaches.
Dr Harjinder Sembhi from
the University of Leicester,
explained the role of radiometer
installed by the varsity in
Fatehgarh Sahib district o
generate new data sets on heat
stress, climate variability,
water availability and irrigation scheduling.

Razed private slum school has a new address in Mohali

›

Idrees Bukhtiyar
n

We are busy with the
admission process
these days. Once we are
done with it, we will have a
visit to the school and then
decide if it meets the
requirement of RTE Act.
Only then, we will take a
final call.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :An illegal private school
that was razed last month in
Industrial Area, Phase 7, in the
mid of final examinations, has
shifted to a nearby rented accommodation.
Shri Guru Amardass Public School was running illegally
in Shaheed Bhagat Singh Colony,
a slum area, on government land
and was demolished by Punjab
Small Industry and Export Corporation (PSIEC) on March 27.
Built in 2005, the school had
been imparting education
to slum children from nursery to
Class 6. It was razed along with 25
hutments.
According to principal Bhupinder Kaur, they shifted the
school within two days of the
demolition.
“We had no other option but to
shift the school as students’ study
was at stake. We have done everything on our own,” she said.
“Since it was demolished, around
40 students have left the school
and joined other government
institutes. That was really a set-

GURPREET KAUR DHALIWAL ,
Mohali DEO (elementary)

n

Built in 2005, the school had been imparting education to slum children from nursery to Class 6. HT PHOTO

back for us,” Kaur said.
According to the documents
accessed by HT, the school had
been registered with district education officer (DEO), Mohali, and

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
district project director till
March 2014 and was running illegally since then.
“I have written to Mohali DEO,

requesting him for affiliation
with their office. I am waiting for
their response now,” Kaur said.
Asserting that the school is a
ray of hope for slum children,

she said, “After the demolition, I
wrote to Mohali deputy commissioner (DC), requesting her to
provide us with space so that we
could restart classes but
nothing has happened so
far.”
“In the slum area, they used to
tell us that we were on an illegal
land but now, we have provided
all facilities to the children,” she
said.
The school that has been
shifted to a nearby industry is

being run in two rooms and one
office. Earlier, the school had 120
students on roll but now, only 80
are left.
Students said they suffered a
lot during the time when the
school was being razed.
“We were taking our math
paper on the day when our school
was razed to the ground. It’s
really bad that we didn’t get any
support from the government.
They could have come forward to
our rescue,” said a Class 5 student, Pintu Gupta.
Bhavan Sharma, a parent who
works as a labourer, said, “We
wish the government comes forward to help our children grow
and they must provide the necessary support to the school.”
Mohali DEO (elementary)
Gurpreet Kaur Dhaliwal said the
school was yet to be affiliated
with their office. “We are busy
with the admission process these
days. Once we are done with it, we
will have a visit to the school and
then decide if it meets the r
equirement of the Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009. Only then, we
will take a final call,” Taliwal
said.

n

Musical programme
recreates Mughal era
HT Correspondent
n

HIMANSHU
HAT-TRICK
HANDS MINERVA
U-15 EASY WIN

CHANDIGARH: Hosts Minerva Punjab FC u-15 side eased past Youth
Football Club, Rurka Kalan, 7-0
courtesy of a hat-trick from
Himanshu Jangra in the Hero
Junior League Punjab
Zone qualifiers at academy
ground on Sunday.
The hosts dominated right
from the start with a series of
attack from both the wings. The
constant pressure paid off in 14th
minute when Samson’s supply
was met by a neat finish from
Himansu Jangra.
YFC managed to keep Minerva
from adding to the score
but a mistake by their defender
let Himanshu sneak in and
score the second goal in the
32nd minute.
The things got worse for YFC
when Abhishek Rattu was shown
a straight red for a rash challenge
on Himanshu Jangra in 41st minute.The first half finished with a
scoreline of 2-0 in Minerva Punjab’s favour. In the second half,
Minerva Punjab continued playing high in the opponent’s half
and Tangva scored a beautiful
goal putting Minerva 3-0 up in the
63rd minute.
There was no looking back for
Minerva and they managed to
score four more goals in the
remaining 25 minutes. Himanshu
completed his hat-trick courtesy
of a penalty scored by him in the
73rd minute.
HTC

Woman forges papers for dead live-in partner’s pension
HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA: A woman has been
booked for allegedly availing
financial benefits of her dead
live-in partner, who was a Punjab
Roadways employee, by
forging documents to claim herself as his wife.
Satya, a resident of Jalandhar
Bypass here, had also been
receiving Banarsi Das’s pension
for the past 15 years.
The woman mentioned
in her statement to police that she

and Banarsi used to live as a married couple, but failed to produce
any evidence to prove the same.
After a thorough probe,
the Division Number 5 police
have registered a first information report (FIR) against
the woman.
With this has also come under
scanner the role a patvari, Gurnam Singh, who purportedly
helped Satya in forging documents to pull such stunt.
The subdivisional magistrate
(SDM) has recommended departmental action against

RECEIVED PENSION OF
THE PUNJAB ROADWAYS
EMPLOYEE FOR 15 YRS BY
CLAIMING TO BE HIS WIFE
the patvari. The case has been
registered following the complaint of Banarsi Das’s son
Jagdev Singh, a resident of Ali
Mohalla in Jalandhar.
Jagdev told the police that his
father was junior technician in
Punjab Roadways and deputed at
Ludhiana. “My father had died in

2004. After his death, Satya
prepared forged documents
and showed herself as my father’s
wife. She managed to siphon off
about ₹50 lakh, the amount that
was meant to be given to legal
heirs of my father,” Jagdev said.
He added that he had complained to the police multiple
times, but to no avail.
“Following police inaction, I
filed a writ petition in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court, which
directed the Ludhiana police
commissioner to inquire the matter and register an FIR,” Jagdev

Sarpanch among three arrested
for beating Dalit youth to death

said.It was found that the documents deposited by Satya with
the Punjab Roadways were
forged and there was no proof to
validate that she was legally married to Banarsi Das.
ASI Chand Ahir, who is investigating the case, said an FIR
under Sections 420 (cheating), 467
(forgery of valuable security,
will), 468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating) and 471 (using as genuine a forged document or electronic record) of the IPC has been
registered against the woman,
who would soon be arrested.

n
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LUDHIANA:The sarpanch of Roomi

village, along with a panch and
another person, has been
arrested for allegedly beating a
Dalit youth to death, police said
on Sunday.
The incident took place on
Saturday night at Roomi, 46km
from Ludhiana, when a clash
ensued between the family of victim Manminder Singh, 21, and
the accused, who were accompanied by their three accomplices.
They had intervened to solve a
property dispute within Manminder’s family, police said.

n

Victim Manminder Singh

ASI Amarjit Singh said an FIR
has been registered against sarpanch Kuldeep Singh, panchayat member Gurmeet Singh and
three accomplices — Yadwinder
Singh, Gurjeet Singh and Janti

— under IPC Sections 302, 307,
452, 506 and 120 at the Sadar
police station in Jagraon, following the complaint of victim’s
father Jagwinder Singh. The
accomplices are yet to be
arrested, he added.
“The victim’s family is alleging that accused, all upper caste
Jatt Sikhs, had made casteist
remarks due to which tension
had escalated on Saturday night.
We are verifying these claims,”
he added.
Victim’s cousin Sukhdeep
Singh said Manminder had
objected to the casteist slur that
costed him his life. He alleged
that the sarpanch was backed by

the Congress and that was why
police were reluctant to take
action against him.
Ludhiana (Rural) SSP Varinder Singh Brar said the there was
a property dispute within Manminder’s family wherein the sarpanch and a panchayat had
intervened.
Kin of the victim had also
staged a protest on the JagraonRaikot road demanding arrest of
the accused. They refused to cremate Manminder’s body till the
culprits were behind bars.
The SSP said three of the
accused have already been
arrested and efforts were on to
nab the remaining ones.
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CHANDIGARH : The Hoshiarpur

Literary Society, in collaboration with Sonalika International, on Sunday organised a
musical programme based on a
Mughal era historical at Taj
hotel, Sector 17.
William Dalrymple, a famous
historian who has written
the book ‘The Last Mughal the Eclipse of a dynasty:
Delhi,1857, read excerpts from
his book.
Poetry, ghazals of the Mughal
court and folk songs from the
region, marked the event.
Dalrymple, in collaboration
with an award winning
classical singer Vidya Shah
from Goa University, presented

a show.
Explaining the scale of the
battle of 1957, William Dalrymple said, “We just completed 100
years of Jallianwala Bagh massacre, but the battle of 1957 was
multiple times more bloodier
and brutal than that.”
Audiologist Ritu Chaudhary
said, “These events tell a tale
of bygone eras and we are all
ears.
The tale of Mughal era coupled with regional ghazals and
nazams provide such a beautiful
artistic expression.”
The Hoshiarpur Literary
Society president Sanna K
Gupta said, “The society was
created around a year ago with
an aim to bring authors
together. We keep on holding
monthly or bimonthly events.”

Female students in govt schools
to get free sanitary napkins
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent

Historian William Dalrymple reading out excerpts from his book
‘The Last Mughal’ during a musical programme in Chandigarh
on Sunday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: To prevent girl students of Classes 6 to 12 from skipping school during menstruation,
the state government will be distributing 10 lakh free sanitary
napkins in government schools of
the district.
The process to provide sanitary napkins to around 59,850 girl
students has started in the district. Every girl student will get
three packets of sanitary napkin
which will have six napkins.
After three months, these students will be again handed over
new packets.
In its annual budget, the state
government had sanctioned ₹12

OFFICIALS SAY THE
SCHEME WILL BOOST
CONFIDENCE OF GIRL
STUDENTS, IMPROVE
THEIR ATTENDANCE RATE
crore to give free sanitary napkins to girl students studying in
government schools across the
state. The department has roped
in a private company to provide
the napkins to 100 schools in
Patiala, Amritsar, Ludhiana,
Tarn Taran and Jalandhar.
To check the quality of napkins, a four-member committee,
comprising district education
officer, secondary, Swaranjit
Kaur, district science supervisor,

Balwinder Kaur, deputy DEO
secondary, Ashish Kumar and
deputy DEO elementary, Kuldeep Singh Saini, has been
formed by the state education
department. The members are
visiting schools to collect feedback on the quality of napkins.
Principals of government
schools have confirmed that
majority of girl students skip
classes and prefer staying at
home during menstruation days.
With the state government’s initiative, girl students can be motivated to attend the school during
these days. In Ludhiana, several
schools have installed incinerators for disposal of sanitary napkins in girls toilet for proper sanitation and personal hygiene.
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‘PEOPLELIKE
USARE
CONSIDERED
BEAUTIFUL
ABROAD’
his year saw actor
Nawazuddin Siddiqui in
intense but critically
acclaimed films such as
Thackeray and Photograph,
so far. The actor will be next
seen in a light-hearted film.
Even though he has done a
variety of films, from offbeat
to commercial entertainers,
the actor believes irrespective
of the space, “the story should
have some substance given
any genre or milieu”.
“Any film you do, it should

T

be engaging. In our cinema,
entertainment has mainly
meant songs, dance and fight
sequences. It is so much more.
Having said that, things are
changing. Personally, I have
always wanted to steer clear
of typical and clichéd
Bollywood roles. I like
realistic performances, which
are closer to real life. Such
characters have always
fascinated me. It’s a welcome
change that even heroes play
characters now. Thank God
‘the guy chasing the girl’
phase is over now,” he says.

PHOTO: AFP

Nawazuddin adds that the
change is also evident because
audiences’ sensibilities have
widened. Even the concept of
beauty is looked at differently
while casting actors for a role,
he adds. “What is khoobsurti?
People like us who are
saanwle (dark skinned) are
considered beautiful abroad.
However, here it has always
been about being fair, which
meant being beautiful. It’s
very sad. People tell their
children, ‘beta biwi bhi layega
toh gori lana’. Even girls who

‘Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me’
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SHARADMALHOT
RA009

I love commitment
but the idea of
marriage gave me
cold feet. And now
that I am getting
married, everyone
is shocked.
SSHARAD
MALHOTRA ACTOR

ctor Ssharad Malhotra,
who made headlines in
the past due to his failed
relationships and his selfconfessed marriage phobia, is
all set to tie the knot on April
20 with a Delhi-based
designer, Ripci Bhatia. Busy
with his TV shoot, he shares
that he won’t have “time for
any honey or a moon right
now” but hopes his pals
throw him a killer bachelor’s
party. Excerpts:

A

The announcement of your
wedding took many by
surprise... Was that your plan?
I feel that the good things in
life happen suddenly. There
is a lot of excitement,
nervousness and happiness
as the wedding date comes
closer. There is a lot happening
workwise, and added to all that
are the wedding preparations.
So, it hasn’t sunk in yet that I
am getting married (laughs).
Everyone has been waiting for
my marriage, including me.
What are you looking forward to
the most out of all the wedding
ceremonies?
I’ve been married many times
on screen, so I am waiting to see
how I feel in real life when I put
sindoor in Ripci’s maang. I
know most of the ceremonies
by heart — haldi, mehendi,
pheras, etc. But I am waiting to

Ssharad
Malhotra is
getting
married to
Delhi-based
designer,
Ripci Bhatia
on April 20

are dark skinned get to hear
that ‘because you are dark,
you’ll find it difficult to find a
groom to marry’. However,
that mindset of people is also
beginning to change,” says
the Manto (2018) actor.
So, when asked if it is a
great time for aspiring
“outsiders” to try their luck in
the industry considering the
growing changes, he says, “I
can only talk from my
experience. Don’t lose your
originality in this industry;
you don’t have to be like every
other person. Individuality is
what makes you unique. It’s
important to hone that.”
n

When did you know that Ripci was
the one for you?
I don’t think there was one
[particular] moment when I
decided that I wanted to marry
her. We were out on a drive and
I thought I would take a chance.
I asked her (about marrying
me) and in case, she refused, I
would just laugh it off. But she
agreed. Later, we informed our
families and they agreed too. So

now here we are. Luckily,
everything just fell into place.

It seemed your commitment
phobia was the primary issue your
past relationships didn’t work...
I have always been marriagephobic and the world knows
about it. I love commitment but
the idea of marriage gave me
cold feet. And now that I am
getting married, everyone is
shocked...I have seen a couple
of bad marriages but most of
the bad thoughts are in your
head. I am going forward in this
marriage with a positive vibe.
n
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Mylifeis
literallynoncontroversial:
Bhumi

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

NICK-PEECEE PICK
PROJECTS TO SHARE
WITH FUTURE KIDS

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

A BREAK AFTER RISE
OF SKYWALKER
ucasfilm has decided to
put Star Wars movies on
hiatus after the release of
Episode IX, Rise of
Skywalker, to focus on their
shows for parent company
Disney’s upcoming
streaming service. We’re
going to take a hiatus for a
couple of years. And we’re
taking the time to really
look at where this is going
from the standpoint of a
saga,” Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy told
Entertainment Weekly. PTI

L

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
PHOTO: RAVINDRA JOSHI/HT

Majority of the
transgender
community and sex
workers... hardly
vote. I will generate
awareness among
them about the
importance of
voting.

Juhi Chakraborty
t is not easy to remain
unscathed by rumours when
you are a Bollywood actor,
especially when most of your
contemporaries are constantly
garnering limelight for their
alleged link-ups. But Bhumi
Pednekar seems to be an
exception – so far, the actor has
managed to maintain a
squeaky clean image.
Ask her how she manages to
do it and she laughs, “I don’t
know. I think it is because my
life is literally like this – it is
non-controversial. I have a
great support system at home. I
already have a life in Mumbai
and have a close circle of
friends here. When I am
shooting, I am shooting. When I

I

am not, I’m back home with my
mum, sister and dad. So, there
is no chance of any
controversy.” The Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha (2017) actor adds
that her “films require so much
time” that she doesn’t think her
“focus and energy can go into
anything controversial”.
On the professional front,
too, Bhumi has a pleasant
image. She is on good terms
with all her peers and has only
good things to say about them.
In fact, she says she is
“inspired” by a lot of work that
they are doing. “I get so
motivated by a lot of their
(peers’) work. And I hope my
work also has the same effect
on them. In order for cinema to
evolve, we all have to work
together,” shares the actor who

was recently seen in
Sonchiriya.
But has she never felt a
sense of competition, given that
actors these days are quite
vying to get the best roles in
films? “No, I have not because
my journey has been different.
I don’t keep a tab on what films
others are doing. But when a
film releases and if it catches
my eye, I definitely go and give
it my love,” says Bhumi, adding
that she only believes in
healthy competition and has
never felt any reason to spread
“bad vibes” or bad mouth her
colleagues.
“Art has to be pure. It cannot
stem from any kind of
vindictiveness or any kind of
negativity,” she concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Olympian MC Mary
Kom is the Election
Commission’s
ambassador at the
national level
PHOTO: RAAJESSH
KASHYAP/HT

SHRIGAURI SAWANT
TRANSGENDER ACTIVIST

EC’s celeb ambassadors
are asking you to vote
Ruchika Garg
he election fever has surely
gripped the nation and
several politicos and
popular faces from showbiz are
urging the public to exercise
their right to vote. And if that
wasn’t enough, the Election
Commission (EC) of India has
officially roped in a few noted
faces – from different walks of
life – to make an appeal to the
public to head out of their
homes and vote.
Also, for the first time ever,
the EC has appointed a
transgender person to sensitise
people about voting. Shrigauri
Sawant is the goodwill
ambassador of the Election
Commission in Maharashtra.
Having specific ambassador
helps reach out to the fanbase
as well as the community, feels
the department. Deputy chief
electoral officer, Mumbai,
Shirish Mohod, says, “The
trans community recognises
her and she has a face value;
she can spread positivity
among the community to come
out and vote. Sawant has done
great work so far and she is an
activist, too. We hope, with her
presence, the community will

T
experience the moment when it
actually happens [in real life]. I
wonder what I will feel during
the saat pheras, or when she
wears the mangalsutra.

twitter.com/htshowbiz

hile talking to E! News,
Nick Jonas revealed
that besides work, he and
Priyanka [Chopra Jonas] are
planning to take the family
way. He added that they
want to do work and build
“something that becomes a
part of a legacy in some
way, and a story we can
share with our kids in the
future”. Meanwhile, PeeCee
took to Insta to wish her
would-be sister-in-law
Sophie Turner for the latest
season of Game of Thrones.

NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI
ACTOR

Kavita Awaasthi

www.facebook.com/HTcity
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Here (in India), it has
always been about
being fair, which
meant being beautiful.
It’s very sad. People
tell their children, ‘beta
biwi bhi layega toh gori
lana’.

Actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
says the mindset about fair
versus dark skin is beginning
to change in India

Pooja Sharma

Actor
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui

www.hindustantimes.com

feel included and a part of the
system.”
“Majority of the transgender
community and sex workers
stay indoors and hardly vote,”
shares Sawant, adding, “I will
generate awareness among
them about the importance of
voting. The reason they don’t
choose to vote is the fact that
there is no talk about their
welfare by any political party...
I would try to change that by
telling them how important it is
to vote and demand rights.”
Sawant feels that it’s about
time there’s a shift in
perception about the trans
community. And as a first step,
she suggests “to appoint trans
people as teachers in
Anganwadi schools. Teachers
play the most significant role in
anyone’s life and if people
would see trans people as their
gurus, change will certainly
take place,” she shares.
At the national level, the
EC’s ambassador is Olympian
and world champ pugilist MC
Mary Kom. Others, such as
table tennis ace Manika Batra
and athlete Hima Das, are
doing the same at the state
level. Batra is trying to get
Delhiites to vote whereas

Arjuna awardee, Das, is trying
to mobilise people in Assam,
her home state. Besides
featuring in EC campaigns, all
these ambassadors are also
putting their social media
handles to the best possible use.
Kom urged the public
through a video released by the
EC. “Winning an Olympic
medal was a dream. When I got
a chance, I grabbed it. You will
also have a chance to vote;
don’t miss it. Get yourself
registered in the voting list.
Your vote is your right,” she
said in the video.
Meanwhile, Batra posted a
video on Twitter asking people
to check their names in the
voters’ list. “Just like every
point is important in sports,
every vote is important in a
democracy. And just like I
prepare for every game, I have
prepared myself for India’s
biggest festival, Lok Sabha
Election 2019. I have checked
my name in the voters’ list, and
if you are a registered voter,
check your name before
elections. If your name is not in
the list, you won’t be able to
vote even if you have a voter
card.”
n

ruchika.garg@hindustantimes.com
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Akon: The American singer-songwriter, known for
tracks such as Smack That, Don’t Matter, Locked
Up and the Bollywood crossover Chammak Challo
for Ra.One (2011), turns 45 today.

You may not be in the right frame of mind
to tackle anything important because of
your health today. You may have to drop
your sights a little lower in acquiring
something expensive, as the required
ARIES
loan may not be forthcoming. On the
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
professional front, certain things remain
beyond your control, so brace yourself for a
tough time. You may be let down by someone
close on the academic front. You will be able to effectively deal with
someone creating a misunderstanding in the family. You may find an
easy deal on the property front that will get you good returns.

You will have to bring some changes in
your lifestyle else you will have to bear
the wrath of your family. If you are
feeling a bit frustrated with the pace of
things at the financial end, it is best to
TAURUS
give some more time rather than getting
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
agitated. Healthwise things look up,
especially for those who have been ailing for
long. At work, you will be able to deliver and even
be ready to take on some more. Whatever is happening is the
romance sphere happening for your good in the long run. Property
front remains moderate without much happening.

Health remains more or less
satisfactory today. Savings may get
depleted due to irresponsible spending.
You may have to keep the ball rolling on
the professional front, as people will be
watching over you. The day can end up
GEMINI
in complete bliss for the newlyweds or
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
those in love. Organising a function for
your family can be on the top of your mind
today. Don’t make any haste in planning an outing as the weather
may play a spoil sport. It is likely to be okay day to buy and sell
property.

A travel bonanza is in store for some of
you, those who love to see new places.
You will manage to establish yourself on
the academic front and benefit today.
Some of you can get serious about
CANCER
your health and will not hesitate to take
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
outside help just to come in shape.
Some apprehensions you may have on the
professional front are likely to become true
today. Love life might not prove to be most fulfilling for some of you.
Family remains steadfast today as you step towards your new goals in
life.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep Sky Blue

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Light Green

Someone close in the social circuit who is
becoming a nosey parker and interfering
in your personal life may need to be put
in his or her place. Health remains fine.
To stay fit and happy, do what your
LEO
heart prompts you to do and you will be
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
better off. You will manage to increase
your earnings. Your ideas and suggestions on
the professional front may not win the day for
you. A long drive with lover is on the cards. You will get time to
complete some property related pending jobs today. Setting up the
house or renovation may be taken up by some homemakers.

By avoiding excess, you very well
managed to get your health back on
track. All will be hunky dory on the
financial side. You will have to be alert
enough today so as not to miss out on
VIRGO
something important on the
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
professional front. Your romantic
endeavours are not likely to bring handsome
returns. Compassion of partner may heal you and
make you feel really good on the home front. Travelling with a
colleague may bring some good memories back. A good piece of news
on the property front cannot be ruled out.

You will find luck favouring you on your
finances today, as everything goes right
for you and brightens your horizon by
pouring money. Health remains
satisfactory. A new relationship on the
LIBRA
romantic front is likely to get you in
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
trouble. Your consistent performance may
line you up for added perks or promotion.
Those pursuing higher studies are likely to excel
and get good placement offers. Those compelled to stay away from
family may experience bouts of nostalgia. Property worries may put
you under pressure.

Home remedy is likely to do wonders for
those afflicted with a recurring ailment.
Your multi-tasking abilities to gain
instant money may not be of much
help. Your luck helps you bag a lucrative
SCORPIO
career option. A good break on the
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
professional front is likely to open doors.
Romance cards are not showing very good
sign, so play safe. Some of you may seek the
chance of introducing lover to your family to take your affair to the
next level. You are likely to take up the responsibility of organising a
trip with friends. Buying or selling property may prove beneficial.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Coffee

You may have to put extra effort to enjoy
good health. Helping someone in need
will give you immense satisfaction. Your
finances will keep you worried today.
You may have to put long hours at work
just to clear the backlog. You might lose
SAGITTARIUS
the brownie points by delaying an
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
important matter that caters to the needs of
family elders. Not having the mutual trust and
respect might hamper you romantic relations. You may get the
opportunity to meet someone you admire while on a trip to a far off
place.

Your efforts towards having a healthy body
will get you the expected result.
Financially, you are at bliss now with
money flowing at ease. Today, things
may not go your way on the professional
CAPRICORN
front. Inexplicable mood swings may
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
make you irritable and snappy today.
Someone’s promises and sweet talk may sway
you on the romantic front. A good time spent in
the company of spouse or a family member may make your day.
Insane driving can get you into trouble, so be careful. Property can be
dealt with but be cautious.

Health needs care, so don’t be negligent.
You can burn your fingers by trusting
someone with your money. Creative
work will be recognised. Those in the
media or films are likely to have a good
AQUARIUS
time. Money meant for something
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
important may be spent on things not
required at the moment. Avoid putting your
fingers in multiple things; prioritise and proceed.
Romance needs your attention too because things become worse.
Your spouse or a family member may be in a good mood today. You
may not be in the right frame of mind to decide a holiday plan.

A daily routine may have a positive effect
on your health. Too many distractions
can make you suffer in the financial
sphere. Interesting projects are on your
way, so don’t miss lucrative
PISCES
opportunities on the business front. Love
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
and respect will go a long way in
strengthening your bonds with your other
half. You may crave for your own space at home
and may even have a tiff with spouse on this account today. Dealing
in property might not be too fruitful today. You need to be careful
while on road to be safe.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Golden Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Peach

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

MATHDOKU

Bill Watterson

DID YOU KNOW?
The 2005 film Garam Masala was
originally titled Boeing Boeing, and Akshay
Kumar’s character in the movie was
supposed to be an airline pilot.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3057
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

‘Eat less, work more and crib less’ For Ajay, #equalpay is about
talent and hard work, not gender
HEALTH-STRUCK WITH
ABHINAV SHUKLA, ACTOR

Sneha Mahadevan
anand L Rai’s Zero
starring Shah Rukh
Khan, Katrina Kaif and
Anushka Sharma was
cinematically praised for its
visual effects. The movie has
now been selected as the
closing film at the ongoing
Beijing International Film
Festival in China which
conclude on April 20.
A source close to the filmmaker says, “With this, Zero
joins legendary film-maker
Satyajit Ray’s classic Pather
Panchali (1955) as one of the
five Indian films that have
been listed to be screened at
China’s premier international
film festival. Other films
expected to be screened
include the Mad Max series,
Jason Bourne series, Alfonso
Cuaron’s Gravity (2013) and
Children of Men (2006), and
Casey Affleck’s Light of My
Life, among others.”

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Forth/froth, smith, equity, relish
ANSWER: We are not makers of history. We are made by
history. - Martin Luther King, Jr.

Aanand L Rai’s film will be screened at
the Chinese film festival, Shah Rukh
Khan and Katrina Kaif to attend the event

We are not makers of _______. We are made by _______.
- Martin Luther King, Jr. (7,..,7)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ZerogoestoBeijing
FilmFestival-’19

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Shah Rukh Khan and Katrina Kaif in Zero

F H TO R
HMTIS
E I Q UT Y
EILRSH

A

Anjali Shetty
Which is the one breakfast food
item that you must have?
Breakfast is nutritious and
healthy for me. I choose a
balance of carbs, fibre and
nutrients.

Aanand L Rai
At the festival, Shah Rukh
Khan, who is one of the most
loved names in China will be
present at the film’s screening.
Audiences will also be treated
to a performance by Katrina,
who walked away with rave
reviews and awards for the
film. “Representing Zero at the
prestigious film festival, Shah
Rukh will also participate in a
dialogue segment as an effort
to forge ways for the
development of Chinese and
Indian films as well as creation
of opportunities to strengthen
film cooperation between the
two countries,” the source
adds.
Talking about this, Aanand
says, “I’m so happy that Zero
has been selected as the
closing film at the Beijing
International Film Festival.
The film is very special to me
and this news is very
encouraging. I hope the
audience there enjoys the
film”.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

One fattening food item that you
just can’t resist?
A glass of rum and peanuts. I
find it hard to resist them.
How do you get back in shape
post a fattening indulgence?
I never lose shape, as I think I
am less of an actor and more of
a toiler.
Do you prefer mini meals?
What do they normally
contain?
Well, that really depends.
When we trek or go
outdoors, a mini meal
can be peanuts and
jaggery. Otherwise,
bananas, peanut
butter, and as part
of a reality show
where I have had
to eat snails too,
just to survive!
A diet plan that
always works for you?
Eat only when you
are hungry. It really
makes a lot of
difference.

Which are your
favourite
physical
activities?
Trekking,
rock
climbing,
washing my
car and riding
my bike. I

consider all of this a part of
my physical activities.

A health
tip that you
rely on.
Eat less, work more
and crib less.
n

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

Shreya Mukherjee
jay Devgn believes in
equality in pay. But at the
same time, he says
remuneration should depend
on talent and the amount of
work on put in. According to
him, at times, it also depends
on seniority.
“Yes, I think when a person
is putting in all the effort, it’s
also important that he or she
get the right remuneration.
We do follow that while
working on a project,” Ajay
says.
He explains further that this
cannot be a gender issue. “It
has nothing to with male or
female. Whoever is working
harder and better should get
his or her rightful due. I think
we should stop seeing
everything through such
biases. There are times when
even two (male) actors don’t
get same payment,” adds the
actor, who was last seen in the
action comedy Total Dhamaal.
The film was a multi-starrer
and the actor shares that he
enjoys working on such fun
comedies which the entire
family can watch. He also
praised the director of the film,
Indra Kumar, and says that he
would like to work with him
again.
“He is very funny himself.
He has got this great sense of

Ajay Devgn
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humour. His comic timing is
fabulous. The fact that he was
an actor himself also helps.
When you work with him, he
makes sure that you enjoy
your work and by the end of it
you won’t even realise when
you have finished shooting,”
says the Son of Sardaar (2007)

actor.
So would Ajay like to work
with him again in a comedy
film? “I’d love to. He has also
made films other than
comedies, so I can work with
him in other genres as well,”
he says.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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