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CHINA GROWTH
UNEXPECTEDLY
STEADIES

AJAX STUN RONALDO’S JUVENTUS TO REACH
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE SEMI-FINALS
>>htsport p15

PANT, RAYUDU ON STANDBY FOR WORLD CUP
PACER NAVDEEP SAINI ALSO FINDS PLACE AS A BACK-UP >>htsport p14

business p13

Squall leaves 60 dead,
stormy summer ahead

HRY: INLD FIELDS
FIRST-TIMERS ON
5 SEATS, RORI IS
SIRSA PICK

NORTH INDIA IMD says rise in heatwaves may trigger intense dust storms in April and May

CHANDIGARH: The Indian National
Lok Dal on Wednesday
announced its candidates for six
Lok Sabha seats in Haryana. The
announcement was made by
INLD leader Abhay Chautala
here. Chautala said candidates
for the remaining seats would be
announced after consultation
with party President Om Prakash Chautala.
The INLD has fielded outgoing
member of Parliament (MP)
Charanjit Singh Rori from the
Sirsa (Reserved) seat again.
Other candidates announced on
Wednesday include Ram Pal Valmiki from Ambala (Reserved),
Mahender Singh Chauhan (Faridabad), Suresh Kot (Hisar), Surender Chikara (Sonipat) and
Dharambir Pada (Karnal).
The INLD had won two Lok
Sabha seats --- Sirsa and Hisar --in the 2014 LS polls. Its Hisar MP
Dushyant Chautala rebelled in
December last year.
››P4

Jayashree Nandi
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Over 60 people were

killed and crops damaged after
rain, thunderstorm and lightning hit parts of north, west and
central India at the start of a
summer in which such extreme
weather events could be fairly
common, officials and experts
said on Wednesday.
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Gujarat took
the maximum hit due to the
change in weather over Monday
and Tuesday, while residents in
Delhi experienced intermittent
showers and strong winds that
brought down the temperature
by up to 10 degrees.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi “expressed grief at the loss
of lives due to unseasonal rains”
in various parts of the country,
his office tweeted. “The government is doing its best to provide
all possible assistance to those
affected. The situation is being
monitored closely,” the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said.
Modi approved “an ex-gratia
of ₹2 lakh each from the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund
for the next of kin” of those
killed, the PMO said, adding that
the government also approved
₹50,000 each for the injured.
The India Meteorological

shortstories
MISSING ₹6.6 CR:
INFORMER IN NET
JALANDHAR: In a big breakthrough, police on Wednesday
arrested one of the three accused,
informer Surinder Singh, wanted
for pilfering ₹6.65 crore, reportedly from a checkpoint in Samrala
near Khanna on Wednesday. The
other two accused are Punjab
Police ASIs Joginder Singh and
Rajpreet Singh, who are untraceable since they allegedly misappropriated the said money during a
raid at Jalandhar-based Father
Anthony Madasserry’s house on
››P5
March 29.

Beijing says no Azhar ban
deadline, hints at settlement
BEIJING: China on Wednesday
said the issue of designating
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar as
a global terrorist at the UN was
moving towards a “settlement”,
and asked the US not to push
through a resolution to list him at
the UN Security Council. The
Chinese foreign ministry also
rejected reports that the US, the
UK and France had asked China to
lift its “technical hold” on the
listing of Azhar as a terrorist at
the UN’s Islamic State and
al-Qaeda Sanction Committee by
April 23, failing which the three
nations will formally move the
resolution for discussion, voting
and passage at the Security
››P9
Council.

Peru ex-president dies
after shooting self
LIMA: Peru’s former president
Alan Garcia died in a hospital in
Lima on Wednesday, hours after
shooting himself in the head to
avoid arrest in connection with a
bribery probe. He was one of nine
people a judge had ordered to be
arrested for alleged involvement
in bribes distributed by Odebrecht, a construction company
that triggered Latin America’s
biggest graft scandal .
››P12
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The national capital witnessed intermittent showers and strong winds on Wednesday.

Department (IMD) on Wednesday issued a warning for thunderstorms, hail and lightning in
parts of north and northeast
India. It added that “fairly widespread to widespread rainfall
with isolated thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty winds are
likely over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi, northeast Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand” in the next 24 hours.
There is no forecast for any

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

n

ajai.masand@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: Members of the Indian
team who represented the country at an international paraarchery competition in Dubai
this week had to be carried up the
stairs by their coaches and support staff on Tuesday night
because they were given rooms
on the second floor of the residential wing of Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, but did not have
access to an elevator.
When Hindustan Times
visited the stadium hostel on
Wednesday afternoon, the elevator flashed an “out of service”
sign on its electronic board, and
a vaulting pole was blocking its
entrance.
“We were told that there were
no rooms available on the
ground floor, because of which
we were accommodated on the

›

JAMMU : Over 29.81 lakh voters
will decide the fate of 24 candidates, including former Jammu
and Kashmir chief minister
Farooq Abdullah and Union minister Jitendra Singh, contesting
the Srinagar and Udhampur
seats, which go to polls in the second phase of Lok Sabha elections
on Thursday.
Authorities have deployed
over 80 companies for election
duty in the twin constituencies of
Jammu and Kashmir, officials
said. The twin constituencies
have 2,981,083 registered electors,
they said. Twelve candidates
each are in fray for both Srinagar
and Udhampur parliamentary
constituencies, the officials said.
To ensure smooth conduct of
elections, 4,426 polling stations
have been set up in the twin constituencies. An official said only
46 rallies were conducted in Srinagar during the campaign. ››P6

We were told that
there were no rooms
available on the ground
floor, because of which we
were accommodated on
the second floor
AN ARCHER FROM THE SQUAD

second floor. Only one quadriplegic archer, who competes in
the W1 category [more than 90%
disability], was accommodated
on the ground floor,” said an
archer from the squad who
asked not to be named.
Another athlete, who was not
part of this squad but was staying in the same wing, said that
the elevator has been out of order
for some time.

n

rhik.k@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Jet Airways on Wednesday suspended operations after
creditors declined to throw it an
emergency lifeline, closing the
curtain on one chapter in the history of the carrier that broke into
a sector that had been a state
monopoly and at one point
became India’s largest private
airline. Jet flew its last flight on
Wednesday night — 9W 2502 from
Amritsar to Mumbai — after
announcing the suspension. If the
airline ever returns to the skies,
it will be under a new ownership
structure.
“Late last night, Jet Airways
was informed by the State Bank of
India (SBI), on behalf of the consortium of Indian lenders, that
they are unable to consider its
request for critical interim funding,” Jet Airways said in a statement on Wednesday. “Since no
emergency funding from the lenders or any other source is forthcoming, the airline will not be
able to pay for fuel or other critical services to keep the operations going.”
The airline said it will await
the bid finalisation process by the
lenders, which is likely to bring in
fresh equity by the end of May.
If the process of inducting a
new investor fails, it will mark
the end of the airline that started

Trouble for IndiGo
DGCA has ordered an audit of IndiGo amid a series of snags
involving engines that power its Airbus A320 Neo planes

HT Correspondents
n

CONG LEADER ANWAR FLAYS
SIDHU FOR KATIHAR REMARK
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AHMEDABAD/WAYANAD: Prime Min-

mustread
BJP HINTS AT
SEEKING DERA
SUPPORT
BJP Punjab election in-charge
Captain Abhimanyu on Wednesday hinted at seeking votes from
Sirsa dera followers.
››P4

›› RAIN POSES THREAT TO
WHEAT CROP, P3

Jet halts operations after
emergency funds rejected
Rhik Kundu

n

experienced 18 western disturbances — many of which brought
rain and a sudden drop in temperature — as opposed to the
average five to six western disturbances that the region experiences in an average winter season.
The weather department also
predicted a higher-than-normal
number and intensity of heat
waves this summer.

western disturbance in the next
seven days, except for one on
April 22, which will only affect
Jammu and Kashmir. Western
disturbances are cyclonic circulations which originate over the
Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea
and Black Sea, and move eastwards across north India and
bring precipitation when the
weather system reaches the
Himalayas.
During the winter, parts of
north India, including Delhi,

Para archers get room Polling in Srinagar,
on 2nd floor, but no lift Udhampur today
Ajai Masand

HT Corresopondent

Rahul, Modi accuse each
other of divisive politics
ister Narendra Modi on Wednesday said the only “vision” of the
Congress was to create divisions
in communities, while Congress
president Rahul Gandhi accused
him of dividing the nation, sending the political mercury soaring
a day before the second phase of
the Lok Sabha elections.
In Maharashtra, the Prime
Minister alleged that Gandhi
described the people from backward classes as “thieves”, in an
apparent reference to the Congress chief’s remarks that linked
Modi’s surname with wrongdoers. In Kerala’s Wayanad, the
second seat Gandhi is contesting
alongside the traditional Congress stronghold of Amethi, the
opposition leader said all that the
PM did was “tell lies and steal
from the poor people”.
The war of words came hours
ahead of voting in 95 seats across
11 states and the Union Territory
of Puducherry.
“The Congress and its allies
say that all Modis in the society
are thieves. The Congress and its
allies have not kept any shortcomings in abusing of my backward caste. This time they have
crossed the limits and abused the
entire backward society,” Modi
said in Maharashtra’s Madha.
At a recent rally in Maharashtra, Gandhi questioned the Prime
Minister’s clean image.
“I have a question. Why all
thieves have Modi in their names

PATNA: : Senior Congress

leader Tariq Anwar on
Wednesday disapproved of
Navjot Singh Sidhus appeal
to Muslims to defeat BJP
and said he would have
stopped the Punjab minister from doing so had he
been present at the rally
held in his Lok Sabha constituency of Katihar.
“I have always held
the view that votes
must never be
sought in the name of
religion and caste.
This has also been the
policy of the Congress party. I do

— be it [fugitive businessman]
Nirav Modi, [former cricket
administrator] Lalit Modi and
Narendra Modi? We don’t know
how many more such Modis will
come out,” he said.
NCP leader Ajit Pawar said
Modi was raising emotive issues
such as caste since there was no
development issue left to talk
about. On Twitter, he also
accused Modi’s government of
creating a divide in the society on
the basis of caste and community.
In Gujarat, Modi, who is from
the OBC community, said the
Congress operated in an ecosystem that worked on spreading
“lies” against him.

not approve of what Sidhu
has uttered. I would request
the party leadership to take
note for suitable action,”
Anwar said in a statement.
Sidhu, against whom an
FIR has been lodged at Katihar in Bihar for violating
the model code of conduct,
made the controversial
statement at a rally in
Barsoi police station
area of the district.
The matter came
to light when video
footage of his utterances were beamed
on TV chanPTI
nels.

IAS officer who
searched PM’s
convoy suspended
BHUBANESWAR: The Election Commission of India has suspended a
Karnataka cadre Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer
who was serving as general
observer for the Sambalpur
Lok Sabha constituency in
Odisha for checking a vehicle in
the convoy of Prime Minister
HTC
Narendra Modi .

Terrorists using
Chinese grenades
sent by Pak: Intel
Neeraj Chauhan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Pakistan is supplying
Chinese-made grenades and
sophisticated ammunition in
large quantities to terror groups
in the Kashmir Valley so that it
cannot be blamed for subversive
activities in India, an assessment
by agencies conducting counterinsurgency operations has concluded.
According to an internal document accessed by HT, 70 Chinese
grenades (64 in 2018 and six so far
in 2019) have been seized by security forces in Jammu and Kashmir since January 1 last year.
The document said security
forces had recovered pistols,
armour piercing incendiary
(API) shells and tracer
rounds of Chinese origin from
terrorists belonging to different
groups.
“The API includes both mild
steel core and hard steel core
(which can pierce bulletproof
jackets used by Indian security
forces) and its use brings a new
dimension of threat for the security forces,” the document stated.
Other than the seizures, a
dozen incidents documented in
the past 15 months involved
either trained terrorists or overground workers (OGWs) of
terror groups lobbing grenades at

›

The main purpose of
using Chinese
grenades is that Pakistan
doesn’t want any weapons
used in Jammu and
Kashmir to be traced
back to it
AN IPS OFFICER INVOLVED IN
COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPS

patrol parties, bunkers,
vehicles or camps of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and
other paramilitary forces,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and
the army.
The most recent grenade
attack in the Kashmir Valley took
place on Tuesday, when a terrorist hurled a grenade at a National
Conference election meeting in
the Tral area.
Two people were killed and 32
injured in a grenade attack at
Jammu’s inter-state bus stand on
March 7.
An Indian Police Service officer involved in counter-insurgency operations, who didn’t
want to be identified, said: “These
attacks had a mix of both grenades made in China and Pakistan, but there is a sudden spurt
in the use of Chinese ones.”

n

The restrictions, for Wednesdays and Sundays, came into effect on
WASEEM ANDRABI/HT
April 7 and were to be in place until May 31 .

Govt reviewing its
J&K highway ban
Sudhi Ranjan Sen
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Restrictions on the
movement of civilian traffic on
the Jammu-Srinagar highway,
imposed ahead of elections in
light of the Pulwama terror
attack that claimed the lives of at
least 40 Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) troopers, are being
reconsidered, senior officials in
the security establishment said
on condition of anonymity.
The restrictions had come into
effect on April 7 and were to be in
place until May 31 .
A suicide bomber rammed an
explosives-laden vehicle into a
bus carrying CRPF troopers from
Jammu to Srinagar on February
14 in the single deadliest terrorist
attack in three decades of insurgency in Kashmir. On March 30,

another explosives-laden vehicle
exploded close to another convoy,
but did not cause casualties or
damage. The movement of civilian traffic was restricted on
Wednesdays and Sundays to
allow unhindered movement of
convoys.
“Restriction on movement of
civilian traffic was largely
imposed to prevent any further
attack on the security forces during the elections,” a senior official in the security establishment
said.
Elections to the six Lok Sabha
seats in Jammu and Kashmir will
be completed on May 6.
The re-think on restrictions
was visible on the 270km JammuSrinagar highway on Wednesday. Civilian traffic moved freely
on the highway.
››RELATED REPORT ON P7

SU P E R FO O D F I G H T

CLOSE CALLS
Excessive vibration resulting in
mid-air “turnbacks” has emerged
as the most common and
serious safety issue with the Pratt
& Whitney engine-powered Neos

12

in-flight shutdowns
(IFSDs) of Neo
engines occurred
since March 2016

April 10: IndiGo’s Delhi-Mumbai
flight was forced to perform a
mid-air "turnback" after excessive
vibration was noticed
January 1: An IndiGo flight from
Delhi to Ahmedabad made priority
landing after the crew noticed
“unusual smell” from the engine
Dec 11, 2018: A Jaipur-Kolkata
flight made an emergency landing
after smoke entered the cockpit

FAILING ON GLOBAL STANDARDS
In January, IFSDs on account of Neo engines in India averaged 0.02
per 1,000 engine flight hours. This is considerably lower than global
benchmark of 0.05 IFSD rates per 1,000 engine flight hours
operations on May 5, 1993, and
then went on to become the first
Indian airline outside government control to fly to overseas
destinations. The suspension of
operations also marks the end of
a year-long effort by the airline
and its lenders to save it from
being grounded.
The airline had already halted

international flights. It operated
about 40 flights using five aircraft
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
“A decision like this is never
easy to make, but without the
funding, which we have been
repeatedly requesting for, we are
simply unable to conduct flight
operations,” Jet Airways CEO
Vinay Dube said.

Roll over, quinoa. New, healthier rice is here
Zia Haq
n

zia.haq@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Rice isn’t nice for
diabetics, but four low glycaemic index (GI) varieties developed by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR)
could make the cereal not just
less damaging but also help
achieve better diabetes control, scientists have said.
In a country on course to
becoming the world’s diabetes capital by 2025, low GI
foods — including quinoa and
millets-based cereals — have
become a fad for those wanting alternatives to starchy
grains. According to World
Health Organization (WHO),
India has close to 62 million
people living with the diseases and is projected to have
close to 70 million diabetics by
2025, more than the diabetic

LOW ON GI, HIGH ON HEALTH
New rice varieties have GI at par with ‘superfoods’ quinoa and millets

Lalat

53.17

BPT5204

51.42

Sampada

51

Samba Masuri

53

What is GI: Glycaemic
index is a measure of
how quickly food is
digested and sugar
released into the blood.
Low GI foods are
digested slowly and
don’t instantly release
huge amounts of sugar
in the body and are thus
good for diabetics
*Source: National Institute of Nutrition

population of any other country in the world.
Glycaemic index is a measure of how quickly food is
digested and sugar released
into the bloodstream. Low GI
foods are digested slowly and

don’t instantly release huge
amounts of sugar in the body.
Rice, naturally high in starch,
has a high GI score, making it
a bad grain for diabetics.
“But for a vast majority of
Indians whose diets cultur-

ally depend on rice, it’s very
difficult for other grains to
take its place,” says scientist
Jyothi Badri of the Hyderabad-based, state-run Indian
Institute of Rice Research.
The institute has cracked
complex rice plant biology to
produce a bunch of varieties
that have lower GI index.
They also are better quality
and have higher yields. Rice
naturally has a GI score of
70-80. According to V Ravindrababu, a former director of
the institute who oversaw the
project, the challenge was to
reduce the GI score to 55.
The new varieties that
were validated by the
National Institute of Nutrition as having the lowest GI
scores compared to commonly consumed varieties
are Lalat, Sampada and
Samba Masuri.
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

will take Cong NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS
BJPhintsatseekingvotes Youth
to task for reneging
on promises, says
Cong
bets
on
this
man
fromderafollowersinstate Harsimrat Kaur to conquer Akali fort
STANCE Punjab poll in-charge Abhimanyu says Cong govt has failed on all fronts
HT Correspondent
n

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: Bharatiya Janata

n

BJP’s Punjab election in-charge and Haryana finance minister Captain Abhimanyu garlanding the bust
of party leader late Harbans Lal Khanna in Amritsar on Wednesday as state BJP chief Shwait Malik
(left) looks on.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

›

We will seek votes from every household in Punjab
regardless of party affiliations. Even if a voter is a
Congress supporter, we will go to their house.
CAPTAIN ABHIMANYU, BJP’s Punjab election in-charge

and voter in Punjab.”
Abhimanyu said the SADBJP alliance will win all the 13
Lok Sabha seats in Punjab
as a Modi wave was sweeping
the country.
“People of Punjab are disillusioned with the Congress government which has failed to mitigate the sufferings and hard-

ships of all sections of society
and has undone what the
SAD-BJP government under
Parkash Singh Badal had
achieved,” he claimed.
“Punjabis have always been
patriotic people and stood by
those who can protect the nation
and make it stronger. This time
too they will stand by the SAD-

BJP as the nation has emerged
stronger under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” he added.
“The BJP is a nationalist
party while the Congress’ policies in the past have only given
rise to the anti-national forces,”
he said.
“The election office in Amritsar has been set up to control the
poll campaign of Gurdaspur,
Amritsar and Hoshiarpur seats.
Two sub-election offices will be
inaugurated — one in
Pathankot (which is part of the
Gurdaspur Lok Sabha constituency) and another in Hoshiarpur,” Malik said.

industries minister and
Bathinda MP Harsimrat Kaur
Badal on Wednesday said Punjab’s youth would take the Congress and chief minister Amarinder Singh to task for reneging on the ‘ghar ghar naukari’
and unemployment allowance
promises made to them before
the 2017 assembly polls.
“The Congress and the CM
cannot fool the youth any longer
with fudged employment figures. The latest figures of the
Centre for Research in Rural
and Industrial Development
(CRRID) reveal that unemployment has increased in Punjab in
the last two years with more
than 22 lakh youths being jobless,” the Akali leader said in a
press release.
The Bathinda MP said the figures were an eye-opener for
everyone and now the CM
should explain why he had
backstabbed the youth.
“With what face will you go to
the youth asking for their votes?
Your government’s inability to
provide more jobs has worsened
the farming crisis in Punjab
after you promised farmers a
complete loan waiver and went
back on your word,” the
Bathinda MP said.

n

anil.kumar@htlive.com

placed its bet on former Beas
MLA Jasbir Singh Dimpa, 53,
from Khadoor Sahib — the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
bastion. The Akali Dal has not
lost the seat even once since
1977 and this time Dimpa is pitted against former Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) chief Bibi Jagir
Kaur. Sukhpal Singh Khairaled Punjab Ekta Party (PEP)
has fielded the widow of
human rights activists
late Jaswant Singh Khalra,
Bibi Paramjit Kaur (also a
Panthic face).
Dimpa, a firebrandleader of
the Congress, is a loyalist of
Punjab chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh and enjoys
the support of elected representatives of all nine assembly
segments which fall under the
Khadoor Sahib Lok Sabha
constituency as Congress had
won all the nine seats in the
2017 assembly polls. Dimpa’s
native village Lidhar falls in
Baba Bakala assembly segment, which is a part of the
Khadoor Sahib Lok Sabha segment and he has a good rapport in the area. He had also
served as the sarpanch at his
native village.
Earlier, Dimpa had also
served as the general secretary of Indian Youth Congress
and was also the president of
Punjab unit fo the Congress’s
youth wing.
He was elected as an MLA
from Beas constituency (now

CITING CRRID FIGURES,
BATHINDA MP SAYS
UNEMPLOYMENT WENT
UP IN PUNJAB IN LAST
TWO YEARS WITH MORE
THAN 22 LAKH YOUTHS
BEING JOBLESS

Sukhdeep Kaur
n

Congress candidate from Anandpur Sahib seat Manish Tewari along with party leader Jagmohan Singh Kang (left) and residents
during election campaign at Kharar in Mohali on Wednesday. Tewari, who also took out a roadshow in the Chamkaur Sahib assembly
segment in Rupnagar district, said he was overwhelmed with what he called a massive support of people.
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

sukhdeep.kaur@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Punjab assembly
speaker Rana KP Singh’s presence at poll events in support of
Manish Tewari, the Congress
candidatefrom AnandpurSahib
Lok Sabha seat, has raised questions of propriety.
Rana is an MLA from Anandpur Sahib,one ofthe nineassembly segments in the parliamentary constituency.
OnWednesday,Ranaattended
a meeting held by chief minister
Amarinder Singh with MLAs,
districtpresidentsandpartycandidates who had lost the 2017
assemblypollsfromthesegments
falling in the Anandpur Sahib
Lok Sabha constituency.
Amarinder, who had lent his
weighttoTewari’scandidatureat
the screening and central electioncommittee(CEC)meetingsof
theCongress,askedallMLAsand
constituency in-charges to
accompanyTewariineverypublic meeting in their areas.
Ranasaidtherewasnoconstitutional bar on a Speaker from

›

I am not partisan
during House
proceedings. All Punjab
speakers have been
taking part in campaigning
in their area.

HUMAN RIGHTS BODIES TOO
ANNOUNCE SUPPORT FOR HER
CHANDIGARH : The Movement
Against State Repression
and the Punjab Human
Rights Organisation on
Wednesday announced to
extend their support to
Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA) candidate
Paramjit Kaur Khalra in
the Khadoor Sahib Lok
Sabha constituency.
Khalra is the widow of
human rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra. “Late
Khalra’s dedicated and
fearless work exposed the
mass cremation of more
than 25,000 bodies as unidentified in Amritsar and

want was the voice of the Sikhs
and now it is our turn to lend our
voices to his wife Paramjit Kaur
bysendinghertotheparliament.”
SAD Taksali leaders also fired
salvos at the SAD and Congress
overOperationBlueStarandincidents of sacrilege. Former Khadoor Sahib MP Ajnala said, “We
willappealtoourworkersandthe
people of Khadoor Sahib to vote

JASBIR SINGH DIMPA, Congress’s
Khadoor Sahib nominee

Baba Bakala) for the first time
in 2002. Dimpa had defeated
SAD candidate Manjinder
Singh Kang by a margin of
around 6,400 votes. He also
fought 2007 assembly polls
against Kang from Beas, but
failed to defend his seat.
Dimpa, a transporter, had
also staked his claim for the
party ticket in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, but the Congress
fielded Harminder Singh Gill,

Tarn Taran districts during
the era of militancy,” said
Inderjit Singh Jaijee, convener of the Movement
Against State Repression.
He said, “Bibi Khalra’s
candidature should be
regarded as above politics
and one that sends the message of awakening in the
state. Parliament will benefit by the presence of
human rights activists.”
Jaijee added, “She is contesting for the sake of
advancing the cause of
human rights in Punjab and
her credentials are impecHTC
cable.”

forParamjitKaur.TheCongress
wasresponsibleforattackingthe
Golden Temple while the SAD is
responsibleforthesacrilegeofthe
Guru Granth Sahib.”
Calling her a ‘real panthic
face’, JJ Singh said he hoped his
sacrificeofwithdrawinghis candidaturefromtheseatdoesnotgo
in vain and Paramjit Kaur wins
the election.

Cong nominee Aujla

n

now MLA from Patti in Tarn
Taran district. A Panthic face,
Gill lost to SAD’s Ranjit Singh
Brahmpura in 2014 by a huge
margin of 1,00,569 votes.
During the 2007 assembly
polls, Dimpa landed in a controversy as his name figured
among the 38 others booked
for murder following the death
of an Akali supporter in a
clash with Congress workers
in Beas town. Due to the death
of the Akali worker, the election commission had postponed the election in the constituency by 20 days. Dimpa
lost the election to SAD candidate Manjinder Singh Kang by
around 4,500 votes. In 2014, a
local court acquitted Dimpa
and the others.
Dimpa said, “I am confident
enough to win the seat as I
have full support of the nine
MLAs who have been actively
campaigning for me.”

2 MLAs campaigning
for Khaira should
resign: AAP leader
Ravinder Singh

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Two persons were
arrested for demanding ₹35 lakh
ransomfromAmritsarMPGurjit
Singh Aujla, police said. Aujla is
contestingasCongresscandidate
from the seat.
The arrested men have been
identified as Vijay Sharma aka
Bokey and Deepak from Amritsar. With their arrest, the police
have also seized a country-made
pistol, a mobile phone and a
Honda Activa scooter from their
possession.
The police said the accused
had been calling to threaten the
MP by dropping the name of a
gangster. The police laid a trap
and nabbed the accused while
they were accepting Rs 10 lakh
fromtheMP’spersonalassistant
(PA) Manpreet Singh near Government Medical College (GMC)
Amritsar.
Addressing a press conference, assistant commissioner of
police (ACP investigation) Palwinder Singh said, “We had
received a complaint that the
accusedhadbeenthreateningthe
MP by the name of Shubham – a
famous gangster of Amritsar.

WON’T TAKE REBELS
BACK WITHOUT LOCAL
LEADERS’ CONSENT: CM
Amarinderistryingtowooticket
dissidents of Lok Sabha polls by
offering them suitable adjustments and also bringing back

rebelsofstatepollsintotheparty
fold. However, this led to fireworksatthemeetingwithformer
GarhshankarMLALoveKumar
Goldy opposing the presence of
Nimisha Mehta, who had filed
papers as a rebel but later withdrew them.
Ropar district president Brinder Dhillon objected to the presenceofPunjabPradeshCongress
Committee(PPCC)generalsecretarySukhwinder SinghWhisky,
whom he accused of working
againsthimduringtheelections.
Dhillon had contested from
Rupnagar.
PPCC spokesman Rajpal
Singh,whoismobilisingsupport
of Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) and was a claimant for
Anandpur Sahib ticket, questionedwhyhewasnotinvitedfor
the meeting. “I was a serious
claimant from Anandpur and
OBCs have 5.5 lakh votes there.
But we are not being heard,” he
said. Later, Amarinder assured
them that no rebels will be
broughtbackwithouttheconsent
of the MLA or the (losing) party
candidate.
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HT Correspondent
n

›

There is no legal bar
but parliamentary
conventions and propriety
demand the speaker
doesn’t take part in party
activities.

elections,” Bir Devinder said.
Constitutional expert and
former secretary general of Lok
Sabha Subhash C Kashyap says
there is no legal bar on a speaker
fromtakingpartyinpartyactivities.“Butparliamentaryconventions and propriety demand that
he does not take part in party
activities,” he added.

HT Correspondent

drawing the candidature of Gen
JJSingh(retd)fromtheKhadoor
Sahibconstituency,seniorShiromaniAkaliDal (Taksali)leaders
campaigned for Punjab Ekta
Party’scandidateParamjitKaur
Khalra on Wednesday.
During a public gathering at
Amarkot village, Tarn Taran,
SAD Taksali vice-president Dr
Rattan Singh Ajnala and secretary general Sewa Singh Sekhwan urged voters to cast their
votes in favour of Paramjit, who
is the joint candidate of the PunjabDemocraticAlliancecomprising PEP, Lok Insaaf Party,
Nawan Punjab Party, BSP, CPI,
and RMPI. Gen JJ Singh and
formerMLAMohanSinghSathiala were also in attendence.
Commending Paramjit’s husband, human rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra, who was
allegedlyabductedfromhishome
and killed by Punjab Police officers in 1995 after he accused the
police of cremating the bodies of
Sikh men killed in fake encounters, Sekhwan said, “Jaswant
Singh Khalra put his life at stake
for the sake other people and his
sacrificecannotbeforgotten.Jas-

›

I am confident
enough to win the
seat as I have full support
of the nine MLAs, who
have been actively
campaigning for me.

taking part in his party’s poll
campaign. “I am not partisan in
the House. Punjab Speakers
beforemetoohadcampaignedin
their respective seats,” he said.
Bir Devinder Singh, a former
Punjab deputy speaker who is
now contesting from Anandpur
Sahib on the ticket of Akali Dal
(Taksali) accusing Rana of compromising the dignity of the
Speaker’s office. “Decorum
demandsheremainsequidistant
fromall parties. He was also part
ofTewari’sroadshow.Heshould
resign for a month if he wants to
campaign for the party and seek
re-election as speaker after the

HT Correspondent
AMRITSAR :Three days after with-

Political debut
Fought 2002 assembly polls
from Beas
Electoral Record
Won one assembly polls in 2002
Claim to fame
Ex MLA, former general
secretary of Indian Youth
Congress, former president
of Punjab Youth Congress

SUBHASH KASHYAP,
constitutional expert

Polls ahead, SAD
leaders trade barbs
over land dispute

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Educational Qualification
Giani Hon’s from Guru Nanak Dev
University, Amritsar

RANA KP SINGH,
Punjab Vidhan Sabha speaker

Taksali leaders campaign 2 held for demanding
for PEP’s Paramjit Khalra ₹35L ransom from
n

JASBIR SINGH DIMPA,
53, CONGRESS

AMRITSAR : The Congress has

Questions of propriety fly as speaker
attends events in Tewari’s support

DRUMMING UP SUPPORT

n

Anil Sharma

BATHINDA :Union food processing
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Party (BJP)’s Punjab election
in-charge and Haryana finance
minister Captain Abhimanyu
on Wednesday hinted at seeking
votes from the Dera Sacha
Sauda followers in the state.
This comes even as the Akal
Takht, the highest temporal seat
of Sikhs, has asked all Sikhs not
to seek votes from the sect headquartered at Sirsa in Haryana.
In Amritsar to inaugurate the
party election office, Abhimanyu, replying to a media
query whether their party
will seek votes from the dera followers like it did in Haryana,
said, “We will seek votes from
every household in Punjab.
Even if a voter is a Congress supporter, we will go to their
house.”
Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar on April 11 had
said that in the Lok Sabha elections he was hopeful of support
from the dera whose controversial head Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh is serving 20-year jail
term after he was convicted of
raping two female disciples in
August 2017. He was excommunicated from the Sikh ‘Panth’ by
the Akal Takht in 2007 after a
row over a blasphemy case
involving him.
BJP’s alliance partner Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) has
already made it clear that it will
not seek dera votes following
the Akal Takht’s direction.
Punjab BJP unit president
Shwait Malik, who accompanied Abhimanyu, said, “We will
seek votes from every section

HT Correspondent

n

Gurjit Singh Aujla

TheaccuseddemandedRs35lakh
ransom.Ateamunderthesupervisionofin-chargeofcrimeinvestigation agency (CIA) wing of
Amritsar, Sukhwinder Singh
Randhawa,arrestedtheaccused
on Tuesday evening.”
Deputycommissionerofpolice
(DCP-investigation), Mukhwinder Singh Bhullar, said,
“During interrogation, the
accused told the police that they
had made a gang of extorting
money from political leaders.
TheyalsotoldthepolicethatGaurav aka Gora of Amritsar is the
kingpinoftheirgang.Sixmonths
ago,GorawasarrestedbyRajasthanpoliceforextortingRs1crore
from an MLA of Rajasthan. One
gang member, from whom the
accused procured the pistol, is
still absconding.”

JALANDHAR: Senior Shiromani

n

AkaliDal(SAD)leaders—former
MLASarabjitSinghMakkarand
formerimprovementtrustchairman Paramjit Singh Raipur —
are publically accusing each
other of land grab in connection
withaplotinJalandhar.Thebad
blood between the two leaders is
not a good news for the Akali Dal
especiallywhenthecampaigning
for the Lok Sabha polls is on.
RaipurandMakkarcomefrom
the Jalandhar Cantonment constituency, from where the latter
hadunsuccessfullycontestedthe
2017 assembly polls.
Raipur and his NRI brother
Jaspal said Makkar had vacated
theplotduringthe2017assembly
elections and later ‘grabbed’ it
again.“Acommitteewas formed
bySADpresidentSukhbirBadal
toresolvethedispute.Iftheparty
does not resolve the issue within
aweekthenwewillplanournext
strategy,” Raipur said.
On Tuesday, Makkar refuted
toallegationsofgrabbingtheplot,
terming them as “politically
motivated”.He also accused Raipur of acting on the directions of
Jalandhar Cantonment MLA
Pargat Singh.

MANSA : The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has sought resignation of
two party MLAs over campaigning for Punjab Ekta Party (PEP)
chief Sukhpal Singh Khaira who
is contesting from Bathinda Lok
Sabha constituency.
Talking to HT over phone on
Wednesday, AAP state core committee chairman Budh Ram said
Maur MLA Jagdev Singh
Kamalu and Mansa MLA Nazar
Singh Manshahia must resign
for indulging in “anti-party
activities”.
The two legislators had participated in a roadshow held by
Khaira,therebelAAPMLAfrom
Bholath, over two weeks ago.
“We have adopted a zero-tolerance policy on the matter. The
two MLAs must resign for seeking votes for Khaira.”
When contacted, AAP’s
Bathinda candidate Baljinder
Kaur said, “It’s for these MLAs to
decide whether they want
to go with AAP or any other
party.” Baljinder is the sitting
MLA from Talwandi Sabo.
In 2017 state elections, the
AAP had won five of the nine

letterschd@hindustantimes.com
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AAP MLAs Jagdev Singh
Kamalu (top) and Nazar Singh
Manshahia participated in a
roadshow held by PEP chief
Sukhpal Khaira in Bathinda
over two weeks ago.

assembly segments in Bathinda
parliamentary constituency.
Claiming that the AAP campaign in Bathinda is on the track,
Budh Ram said, “We have
appointed a 42-member committee to carry out and monitor the
campaign in the Lok Sabha constituency.”
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Extensive rain poses threat to Punjab govt goofs up,
wheat crop ready for harvest prints Buddha’s image
ON ALERT Punjab agriculture directorate says it is keeping a close watch over the
situation even as no major damage to crop has been reported in the state so far
HT Correspondent
n

in Mahavir Jayanti ad
Aneesha Sareen Kumar
n

ALL PICTURES OF
SAINTS AND RELIGIOUS
PERSONALITIES USED IN
ADS ARE BASED ON
ARTIST’S IMAGINATION,
SAYS STATE PR DEPT

aneesha.sareen@htlive.com
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CHANDIGARH: Widespread rain
accompanied by high-velocity
winds lashed vast swathes of
Punjab on Wednesday, posing a
danger to the wheat crop which is
ready for harvest.
The coming days are crucial
for the crop because the weather
department has further predicted
heavy rain coupled with strong
winds.
The state agriculture directorate, which is keeping a close
watch over the situation, claimed
that no major damage has been
reported from any part of the
state so far.
“The climatic disturbances
over the past two days are cause
of worry for us. We are keeping
our staff on alert, but no damage
to (wheat) crop was reported from
anywhere in the state,” said agriculture director Sutantar Kumar
Airi.
He said flattening of some
patches of crop was reported
from Patiala, Amritsar, Jalandhar and Ludhiana districts.
“But in case it rains heavily in the
coming days, it will cause a big
trouble as the crop is in the ripening stage over a large area in the
state.”
He added, “If there is heavy
rain coupled with strong winds in
the coming days, it will lead to
lodging of the crop.”
The agriculture department
had earlier predicted a bumper
crop of wheat this year with
increase in per acre yield.
Meanwhile, the state food
and civil supplies department
has predicted delay in procurement.
“Only 56,000 tonne wheat
was procured till Tuesday while
on the corresponding day last
year, we had procured 16 lakh
tonne of produce,” said food and
civil supplies director Anandita
Mitra.
She added that the delay in procurement due to rain will aggravate the problem because of highmoisture content in the grains.
Keeping in view the weather conditions, she said, the procurement will pick up in May.

n

A farmer showing his damaged wheat crop at a field in Jalandhar on Wednesday. Flattening of some
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT
patches of crop was reported from Patiala, Amritsar and Ludhiana districts also.

CM ORDERS GIRDAWARI
TO ASSESS CROP DAMAGE
CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief

minister Captain Amarinder Singh on Wednesday
ordered a special girdawari
for assessment of crop loss
resulting from the untimely
rain and strong winds in the
state.
Expressing concern over
the losses, the chief minister
ordered urgent steps to
ascertain the extent of the
damage to crops so that due
compensation could be
awarded to the affected
farmers at the earlier, an
official spokesperson said.
In his directive to the
departments and officials
concerned, Amarinder
asked them to “commence
without delay” the process
of conducting the special girdawari for damage assessment due to the weather disruptions. The spokesperson
said the chief minister has
directed that the assessment
be undertaken and completed on priority.
Farmers should get 100%
relief, says AAP

SUKHBIR SEEKS
₹15K PER ACRE
COMPENSATION
Maenwhile, Shromani
Akali Dal (SAD) chief Sukhbir Singh Badal demanded a
minimum of Rs 15,000 per
acre as compensation for
affected farmers.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) demanded 100% compensation to the affected
farmers.
Leader of opposition in
state assembly Harpal Singh
Cheema said the rain on
Tuesday night has
destroyed a major chunk of
wheat crop ready for harvesting.
He said that while rain
had its impact across the
state, it was more conspicuous in areas like Ropar,
Jalandhar, Patiala, Fazilka,
Kapurthala and Bhatinda
districts where crops were
completely destroyed, causing a loss of lakhs of rupees.
Cheema demanded a ‘girdawri’ conducted on a priorHTC
ity basis.

Farmers worried in
Hry as rain puts
harvesting on hold
KARNAL:Untimely rain has put the
wheat harvesting on hold in the
region leaving farmers, who
were expecting a bumper produce this season, worried.
Light to moderate rainfall was
reported in Karnal, Kaithal,
Kurukshetra and Yamunanagar
districts on Tuesday and
Wednesday. Farmers said the
rain is likely to delay the harvesting for about a week and it
may increase the harvesting
charges. “There was no harvesting today due to bad weather and
there were predictions that
ongoing weather conditions may
last for next two three days,” said
Sandeep Kumar, owner of combine harvesters in Karnal.
“Now we have to increase the
harvesting charges for the flattened crop”, he added.
The farmers said the high-velocity wind has also flattened the
crop and this may result in
increase in the harvesting cost.
Farmers also faced problems
in selling their crop due to
increased moisture content.HTC

LUDHIANA: In a major faux pas, the
Punjab government put an image
of Gautam Buddha instead of
Lord Mahavir in an advertisement published in newspapers on
Wednesday to greet people on
Mahavir Jayanti.
The advertisement, which
appeared in all leading English
and vernacular dailies in the
state, infuriated members of the
Jain community who accused the
state government of hurting their
religious sentiments. They
demanded an apology and
another advertisement with the
correct photo. The state government had issued the advertisement to greet people on the birth
anniversary of 24th Jain Tirthankara, an apostle of truth, nonviolence and righteousness.
Mahavir Sewa Sansthan president Rakesh Jain expressed
shock over the government mistake. “We do not have anything
against Gautam Buddha, but the
picture is half cut and inappropriate,” he said, adding, “The adver-

n

The ad that appeared in the
media on Wednesday.

tisement has been a regular feature since 2007. It was I who
requested the then Parkash
Singh Badal-led SAD-BJP government to issue the advertisement every year, but there has
never been such a grave error”.
A meeting of members of the
Jain community was also held at

Guru Nanak Bhawan in Ludhiana to discuss the issue.
Vishwa Jain Sangthan state
coordinator Dr Sandeep K Jain
also shot off a letter to chief secretary Karan Avtar Singh, pointing
out the goof-up. Information and
public relations secretary Gurkirat Kirpal Singh said he was out
of Chandigarh and not aware of
the advertisement Director, public relations, Anindita Mitra did
not respond to calls and SMSes
sent to her on the issue .
The department issued a clarification, saying “all pictures of
saints and religious personalities
used in advertisements or otherwise are merely a manifestation
of an artist’s imagination, which
are used only for illustrative purposes”.
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SENA LEADER
KILLED OVER
‘PERSONAL
ENMITY’, 4 HELD
GURDASPUR:Police on Wednesday
said personal enmity w as the
reason behind the murder of
Shiv Sena (Bal Thackeray)
leader Ajay Salaria, 30, of Jagatpur village of Gurdaspur district, reiterating that there is no
terror angle to the case.
Salaria was killed in an attack
by some youths with sharpedged weapons and firearms at
Adda Purana Shalla locality on
April 5.
At a press conference, Gurdaspur senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Swarndeep Singh
said with the arrest of Rakesh
Masih alias Geshi of Gohat
Pokhar at a toll plaza at Gharinda in Karnal district of Haryana on Monday they have
nabbed all four accused in the
case. Two of the accused — Dharminder alias Meeta of Bhattian
village and Sandeep Kumar alias
Prince of Lakhapal village — had
surrendered in a Gurdaspur
court on April 12.
The fourth accused — Manpreet Singh alias Manni of Purana Shalla, who had helped the
alleged killers in fleeing the spot
on his motorcycle, was arrested
HTC
by on April 7.

B E H E A D I N G O F 2 P UN JA B M E N I N S AU D I A RA B I A

Won’t accept death without proof: Kin
HT Correspondents
n
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HOSHIARPUR/LUDHIANA:The family
of Satwinder Kumar of Safdarpur
Kullian in Hoshiarpur district,
who along with Harjit Singh of
Ludhiana, was beheaded in Saudi
Arabia on February 28 for the
murder of a fellow Indian
national, has refused to accept he
was executed until they are given
a proof.
The ministry of external
affairs (MEA) has confirmed the
beheadings of the two Punjab
men.
Satwinder’s wife Seema, who
had filed a petition in the Punjab
and Haryana High Court to know
his whereabouts after hearing
unconfirmed reports of his death
sentence, refused to talk to the
media. Her sister Babita lashed

out at the Indian government for
not coming to the rescue of Satwinder who was arrested in
December 2015 and put behind
bars.
“We ran from pillar to post,
approaching political leaders of
all hues but no one helped us. Had
our government taken a swift
action, our man would have been
alive,” she rued.
“We do not believe that Satwinder was involved in any criminal activity, leave aside murder.
The Indian embassy in Saudi
Arabia did not respond to our
repeated pleas on defending
him,” she alleged.
Babita claimed that the family
has not received any official communication regarding Satwinder’s death till date. “We
came to know about MEA’s
response from the media but we

›

I will seek a detailed
report from the
ministry of external affairs
on the recent beheading of
two Punjabi men by Saudi
Arabia. This is a barbaric
and inhuman act.
CAPT AMARINDER SINGH , CM

will not believe it unless we get
his body or death certificate,” she
said.
LUDHIANA MAN’S KIN
WANT BODY BACK
The family of Harjeet Singh (32) of
Kubba village in Ludhiana district’s Samrala sub-division said
they were not aware of his execu-

tion and his body be brought back
to India for cremation. “I last
talked to Harjeet on February 24
but we were not aware about the
execution,” his brother Gurdev
Singh (47) said.
He said Harjeet went to Saudi
Arabia in search of a job in 2007.
“We were shocked when we
heard about his arrest. He was
the youngest of us seven siblings
and wanted to go abroad for work.
He took a loan of ₹2 lakh from
friends and relatives and paid the
money to an agent to migrate. He
started working as a driver
there,” Gurdev said.
Harjeet is survived by his
father Buddh Singh (70), mother
Jaswinder Kaur (67) besides a
brother and five sisters. All his
sisters are married but he missed
the marriages of three of them. He
last visited the family in 2012. .
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election2019
INLDlinesupgreenhornson5
LokSabhaseatsinHaryana
REPOSES FAITH IN RORI 6 candidates named, 4 to be announced by Friday
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :
The Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) on
Wednesday named six candidates, including five political
greenhorns, for the ensuing Lok
Sabha polls in Haryana. The
candidates for the remaining
four seats are likely to be
declared by Friday.
While the INLD has repeated
its sitting MP from Sirsa
(reserved), Charanjit Singh
Rori, it has fielded five candidates who have never fought
any assembly or parliamentary
polls in the past.
Declaring the names of the six
candidates, the INLD leader
Abhay Chautala told mediapersons that former deputy mayor
of Ambala, Rampal Balmiki
would contest from Ambala
(reserved) and Dharamvir
Padha from Karnal. Dharamvir
is the president of INLD’s Karnal unit.
He said that while Surinder
Chhikara would contest from
Sonepat, Suresh Koth would
fight from Hisar. While Chhikara is the acting president of the
INLD unit in Sonepat, Koth has
been a farmers’ leader.
Stating that INLD state body
secretary Mahender Chauhan
would contest from Faridabad,

n

n

Charanjit Singh Rori, Sirsa

Surinder Chhikara, Sonepat

Abhay said the party would
declare its candidates for the
remaining four seats, namely,
Rohtak, Gurugram, Kurukshetra and Bhiwani-Mahendergarh on Friday.
LAUDS RORI
Abhay and other party leaders
also lauded Rori for his honesty
by denying a bribe of ₹10 crore in
lieu of lobbying for an industrial
unit in a sting operation telecast

n

n

Rampal Balmiki, Ambala

Suresh Koth, Hisar

by a TV channel.
JJP-AAP TRUCK
Asked about the alliance
between INLD’s splinter outfit
Jannayak Janata Party (JJP)
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
Abhay said that while both the
parties are struggling to find its
political base in the state, it was
this alliance that was responsible for keeping INLD supremo
in the jail.

AAP REJECTS
CONGRESS’S
HARYANA
SEAT OFFER

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

BJP is banking on this
ex-IRS officer in Sirsa

Sweta Goswami
n

knowthecandidates

HT Correspondent

BATTLEFIELD HARYANA

Bhaskar Mukherjee

sweta.goswami@hindustantimes.com

n

n

n

Dharamvir Padha, Karnal

Mahender Chauhan, Faridabad

It may be recalled that while
the Tihar jail administration
had granted 21-day furlough to
Ajay Chautala, the elder
son of INLD supremo, the AAP
government in Delhi had
opposed, in the high court, the
parole plea of the INLD
chief.
Both Om Prakash Chautala
and Ajay Chautala are serving a
10-year jail term in a teachers’
recruitment case.

(AAP) said on Wednesday it had
rejectedaCongressdealforsharing seats in Haryana in the ongoing Lok Sabha elections, even as
the uncertainty over an alliance
in Delhi between the two parties
lingers.
Haryana has 10 Lok Sabha
seats. The AAP has already
enteredintoaseat-sharingagreement with the Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) in Haryana — three
for AAP and the rest going to its
ally. On Wednesday, Congress’s
Haryanain-chargeGhulamNabi
AzadandAAP’sRajyaSabhaMP
Sanjay Singh met to discuss the
polls in Haryana. A senior Congressfunctionariessaidoncondition of anonymity that the party
onWednesdayoffereda7-2-1deal
— the Congress taking seven
seats, leaving two for the JannayakJanataParty(JJP)andone
for the AAP.
TheAAP,however,insistedon
a 6-3-1 formula, asking the Congress to give up another seat for
the JJP. Senior AAP functionaries said this is where the deal
remained stuck, and an alliance
inDelhiwouldnothappenunless
both parties reach a consensus
over the formula in Haryana.
“The AAP will fight Delhi
alone and with the JJP in Haryana.” Singh said.

SIRSA: When the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) fielded
Sunita Duggal as its candidate
from the Sirsa (reserved) Lok
Sabha seat, her rivals within
the party and potential political foes entering the fray were
amused.
But a week later, Duggal,
the former Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer, made a
roaring entry into Sirsa,
attracting women voters in
large numbers.
The 51-year-old BJP nominee is not a greenhorn in
electoral politics even as this
is her first Lok Sabha election.
In the 2014 Haryana assembly elections, Duggal, who
was then the saffron party’s
nominee from Ratia assembly
segment of Fatehabad district, had sent out a clear message about her potential in
politics, polling 50,452 and
missing the winning spot by
just 453 votes.
Sirsa, the home turf of the
Chautala clan, is considered
to be a bastion of the now wobbling Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD).
The party had won this seat
in the 2014 Lok Sabha elections. Later, during the state
assembly polls, INLD candidates won in seven segments
of Sirsa while Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), an ally of the
INLD, won one seat.
The BJP had won in only
one segment, Tohana, which
is represented by state BJP
chief Shubhash Barala. There
are 1,75,1064 voters in the
Sirsa
parliamentary
seat—93,0361 (male) and
82,0703 (female). And Duggal’s prime focus is on women
voters.
Sirsa also houses the dera
sacchha sauda headquarters.
Duggals rivals in the fray will

Dushyant to be AAP-JJP candidate from Hisar
Rajesh Moudgil
n

Rajesh.moudgil@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) leader Dushyant
Chautala has decided to seek
re-electionfromHisarLokSabha
constituency.
Dushyant,whowastheyoungest MP in the 16th Lok Sabha in
2014, will be among the candidatesfor10seatsinHaryanatobe
announced by the JJP-Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) alliance on
Thursday.
HeisthesonofformerMPAjay
Chautala and grandson of INLD
supremoOm PrakashChautala.
The JJP was formed after a
vertical split in the INLD, oncethe-mainoppositionpartyinHaryana. Dushyant heads the JJP
while his father and former MP
AjayChautalaisinjailalongwith
his grandfather and INLD
supremo in a teachers’ recruit-

ment case, since 2013.
This party was floated in
December last year after the
INLDchiefexpelledhiselderson
andformerMPAjayandbothhis
(Ajay’s) sons Dushyant and Digvijay for anti-party activities.
AAP had backed JJP candidate Digvijay, the younger
brotherofDushyantintherecent
Jind bypoll, in which they came
second, ahead of the Congress
and the INLD.Though the Con-

gress is yet to name its candidate
from Hisar, the ruling BJP has
fielded Haryana IAS officer BrijendraSingh,46,whoisthesonof
Union steel minister Birender
Singh, a prominent Jat leader.
Hisar would, thus, see a clash
between gen next of the political
clans in the ensuing polls
as talks are also rife that former
MPandAdampurCongressMLA
KuldeepBishnoiisseekingparty
ticket for his son Bhavya.

Dehumanising language:
A new low in politics
GUEST COLUMN

DR PRAMOD KUMAR

P

olitics has plunged to a
new low. The new normal in politics does not
entail a sense of morality, fairness and dignity towards the
political competitors, opponents and enemies.
Mud-slinging theatrics in
the Colosseum might seem
old, as rival parties compete
in 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
but the rules of vote bank’s
histrionics have evolved a little further than the 2014 campaigning election by imbibing
vices rather than virtues.

CLEVER DEVIATION
One new trend is the use of
abstract language and catchy
phrases such as ‘being silent
like Bhishma Pitamah’,
‘crossing Lakshman Rekha’,
or ‘Draupadi being disrobed’,
etc, which obscures the real
issue that needs attention.
The trend reminds one of
1980’s Bollywood theatrics,
where in one movie, a character names the luxuries he
enjoys, while the other reacts
with mere paas maa hai, thus
obscuring the situational context.
For instance, when the BJP
obscured the Supreme Court
order passed earlier, as a clean
chit to the government on the
Rafale controversy, Congress
president Rahul Gandhi interpreted the next order as indictment of the government.
Now, the apex court has
served a notice to Rahul pointing out that it never said anything about Modi.
LANGUAGE OF POWER
A two-way approach has been
used by competing political
parties.
One is – using abstract language to brand each other corrupt, immoral and unethical.
In the other, power is being
wielded through income tax
raids on opponents in proximity to elections time.

The I-T department has
conducted raids on contractors affiliated with leaders of
the JDS-Congress coalition in
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh
CM’s close aides in Indore and
Delhi, 74 locations including
DMK leader Kanimozhi in
Tamil Nadu, close aides of
Mayawati, a former bureaucrat, an accountant of All
India Congress Committee in
Delhi, and more.
Opposition parties have
termed these as threats and
revenge raids. Responding to
this, Election Commission
feigned impeccability, saying
that “an advisory on carrying
out I-T raids ahead of 2019 elections was aimed at taking
ruthless action against corruption, but the raids were
carried out without bias”.
Is it not a coincidence that
raids are conducted only on
Opposition party members?
DEHUMANISED
POLITICAL DISCOURSE
Te language of political dialogue has become dehumanised exclusively to break the
morale of opponents. It is a
proven fact that negativity
impacts the brain faster than
positivity.
The unspoken pact in politics, till recently, was to not
lose civility in political discourse. But, those were the
times.
Now, we have Arvind Kejriwal, who in 2012, used dalal
(broker) to describe then Delhi
CM Sheila Dikshit and
labelled Arun Jaitley a
‘crook’.
Furthermore, politicians
equating opponents to animals expose their incapacity
to manage own affairs. Narendra Modi described Sonia
Gandhi as a ‘Jersey cow’ and
Rahul as her ‘hybrid bachhada (calf)’. Smriti Irani compared Rahul to Chhota Bheem

a popular dwarfed cartoon
character.
PM Modi was described as a
‘monkey bitten by a dog’ by
Arjun Modvadia–Congress
leader from Gujarat, likened
to a virus called Namonitis by
senior Congress leader
Renuka Chowdhry, or called
Kutte ke bachhe ka bada bhai
(elder brother of a puppy) by
Samajwadi leader Azam
Khan. This sends a message
that opposing Modi is not tantamount to harming a human
being. Even Priyanka Gandhi
exclaimed that BJP leaders
were scampering like ‘panicstricken rats’.
Amit Shah, in a rally, said,
“Attempts are being made for
Opposition unity for 3019 elections. When huge floods occur,
everything is washed away.
Due to Modi floods, all cats,
dogs, snakes and mongooses
are joining hands to contest
polls.”
And, Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis compared the
Opposition to wolves. Kailash
Vijayvargiya, BJP leader from
MP, compared the Opposition
unity to a ‘pack of dogs’. This
amply indicates that dehumanisation is emerging as the
new norm in politics.
SEXIST SLURS
Further, sexist expressions
are being used as a form of psychological violence against
opponents. Akhilesh Yadav,
former CM of Uttar Pradesh
commented on BSP leader
Mayawati, during a joint press
conference with Rahul Gandhi in 2014, saying, “How
could we have given space to
her (Mayawati)? She takes so
much space, even her party
symbol is that of an elephant.”
2019 Lok Sabha elections
too, are not bereft of such blatant sexism. BJP leader Kailash Vijayvargiya’s called
women candidates from Con-

POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT HAS BEEN SULLIED BY
DEHUMANISING, SEXIST AND COMMUNAL
SPEECH, AND SUCH INCIDENTS MUST NOT BE
JUSTIFIED AS ‘HEAT OF THE MOMENT STUFF’.

bhaskar.mukherjee@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: TheAamAadmi Party

gress party as ‘chocolate faces’
and Congress leader Sajjan
Singh Verma’s term ‘bardancers’ pointed at BJP’s Mathura candidate Hema Malini.
Jayadeep Kawade of People’s
Republican Party said of
Smriti Irani, “She wears a
bindi and someone said the
size of a woman’s bindi grows
as she changes her husband.”
And recently, Azam Khan’s
jibe ‘wearing khaki underwear’ at BJP leader Jaya
Prada is in the same vein.
NO JUSTIFICATION
These remarks are becoming
frequent irrespective of the
fact that EC has banned Azam
Khan (72 hours), Yogi Adityanath–chief minister Uttar
Pradesh (72 hours), BSP
supremo Mayawati (48 hours)
and Maneka Gandhi (48
hours) for their sexist and
communal remarks.
These incidents cannot be
seen as ‘heat of the moment
stuff’ as one would like to justify thereafter. Sexual objectification of women only leads
to a disconnect with their
humane, pro-people, compassionate and intellectual capabilities. And, presenting enemies as anti-national is to represent them as less than
human, and undeserving of
any rights.
These labels lead to the
moral and political exclusion
of patriotic individuals, and
those who target them assume
the position of saviours of the
great nation.
The logical consequence of
this is to morally exclude a
large section from fair play,
compassion and justice.
Therefore, the language of
dehumanisation, a derivation
of the language of power, must
be replaced by a language of
justice.
If politics cannot offer citizen’s well being, at least, it
should not rob them of civility.
There is a need to make
appointments in EC more
transparent and provide them
teeth to maintain legitimacy of
the political system.
( The writer is director, Institute of
Development and Communication in
Chandigarh)

HISAR TO SEE A CLASH
BETWEEN GEN NEXT AS
BJP HAS FIELDED
UNION MINISTER
BIRENDER SINGH’S SON,
TALKS ABOUT CONG
FIELDING KULDEEP
BISHNOI’S SON

SUNITA DUGGAL, 51, BJP
Constituency
Sirsa
Educational Qualification
MSc (chemistry)
Political debut
Ratia assembly segment of
Fatehabad district in 2014
Electoral record
Lost by a thin margin of 453
votes to INLD’s Ravinder Baliala
Claim to fame
Ex-IRS officer and wife of
Haryana cadre IPS officer

›

I always aspired to
serve people. I
resigned from my post
immediately after I got
the opportunity to join
active politics, as in
politics one can serve a
vast section of people
SUNITA DUGGAL ,
BJP candidate from Sirsa

be sitting INLD MP Charanjeet Singh Rori and state Congress
president
and
former Sirsa MP Ashok Tanwar.
She is the second woman
from a mainstream political
party to contest from Sirsa,
the seat represented by
Kumari Selja of the Congress
in 1991 and 1996.
Born, bought up and educated in Hisar town, Duggal
did her BSc in medical science
from Daya Nand College of
Hisar where she remained a
promising athlete.
Later, she completed her
MSc in chemistry from the
Chaudhary Charan Singh

Haryana Agricultural University.
While pursuing MSc, Duggal cracked the Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) examinations in 1990 and went on to
become an Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer.
She resigned from the IRS
in 2014 to take the political
plunge.
The first-ever BJP government in Haryana appointed
her as the chairperson of Haryana scheduled castes
finance and development
corporation in December
2015.
But she continued her visits to various assembly segments of the Sirsa Lok Sabha.
Mother of two children (one
son and one daughter who are
pursuing law) and wife of
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer Rajesh Duggal, Duggal
has launched a door-to-door
campaigning.
“I got involved in social
activities right after I joined
government service. I always
aspired to serve people. I
resigned from my post immediately after I got the opportunity to join active politics, as
in politics one can serve a vast
section of people,” she
said.

My son was PM Modi’s personal
choice from Hisar, says Birender
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : Union steel minister

Birender Singh on Wednesday
said his son Brijendra was the
personal choice of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Bharatiya Janata Party chief Amit
Shah as the party nominee from
Hisar constituency.
Brijendra, an IAS officer
from Haryana cadre, has
applied for voluntary retirement to contest the Lok Sabha
elections.
Launching the campaign for
Brijendra, the BJP minister said
he was passing on the baton to
his son and assured that he will
work for the welfare of the constituency.
“The maximum margin of the
win should be from Uchana segment in Hisar Lok Sabha seat
because this is our ancestral
area,” he said.
“I fought a political battle for
the betterment of the area for 47
years. Now my son will carry
forward the mission to work for
you all,” he said.

n

BJP’s Hisar candidate and union steel minister Birender Singh’s son IAS Brijendra Singh launching his
MANOJ DHAKA/HT
election campaign on Wednesday.

Addressing the gathering,
Brijendra said he was not aware
that his father would have to
pay a heavy price by submitting
resignations from his posts on

his taking the first step in politics.
He said he had entered politics to serve all with full humility and dedication.

Steady rise in Haryana’s
voting turnout since 1999
Sunil Rahar
n

sunil.kumar3@htlive.com

AMBALA :Haryana has witnessed
a steady increase in the voting
percentage since the 1999 Lok
Sabha elections.
Since Haryana’s inception in
1966, the highest voting turnout
(73.26 %) was recorded in 1977
while the minimum voting percentage (63.68%) was registered
in the 1999 Lok Sabha polls.
This time, more than 1.74
crore people in Haryana are eligible to exercise their franchise
in the 10 Lok Sabha seats of the
state, the election for which will
be held on May 12.
Political expert Anil Arya
says a high voter turnout indicates that the opposition has a
greater chance of winning.
“In 2014, the increase in voting turnout led to the incumbent
Congress government being
voted out,” he added.
In a bid to increase the voting
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turnout among women, the election commission will be setting
up ‘Sakshi Matdan Kendras’ or
all-women polling booths in
each assembly segment.
“These polling booths will be
run by women and no male will
be present at these booths,”
chief electoral officer Rajiv

THIS TIME, MORE THAN
1.74 CRORE PEOPLE IN
HARYANA ARE ELIGIBLE
TO EXERCISE THEIR
FRANCHISE IN THE 10
LOK SABHA SEATS OF
THE STATE
Rajan said, adding, “Programmes are organised in each
district to make female voters
aware of their voting rights.”
Ambala DC Sharandeep
Kaur, who is also returning officer, said priority would be given
to those women who are pregnant and who have children
below three years of age.
Furthermore, if the number
of women in a queue is more
than 15, two female voters
would be allowed to franchise
their vote after every male
voter.

Earlier in the day, Brijendra
visited Rohtak and paid homage
to his great grandfather Chhotu
Ram’s memorial before launching the campaign.

Karnal’s
development to
be my priority:
BJP nominee
KARNAL : In an attempt to reach
out to voters and workers of Karnal district, Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Lok Sabha candidate
from Karnal Sanjay Bhatia said
that working for the constituency’s development would be his
top priority if he gets elected.
Bhatia, who belongs to Panipat
city, was reportedly finding it
difficult to get the support of
BJP’s Karnal leaders, whom he
defeated in the race for ticket.
“I am getting support of every
party worker in Karnal and they
were working hard to send me to
the Parliament. It would be my
priority to work for them,” Bhatia said in an interaction with
media persons in Karnal. Earlier, Bhatia accompanied by Karnal district BJP president Jagmohan Anand and party’s Indri
and Nilokheri MLAs inaugurated BJP office in Karnal. HTC
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Missing ₹6.6 crore: Army training days and a bagful of memories
Informer held, sent to W
6-day police remand
Col HP Singh (retd)

IN THE NET Surinder Singh reportedly told the Special
Investigation Team that the cash was with the two ASIs
HT Correspondent
n

THE OTHER TWO
ACCUSED ARE
UNTRACEABLE AFTER
THEY ALLEGEDLY
MISAPPROPRIATED
THE MONEY DURING A
RAID AT JALANDHAR

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: In a big break-

through, police on Wednesday
arrested one of the three
accused, informer Surinder
Singh, wanted for pilfering ₹6.65
crore, reportedly from a checkpoint in Samrala near Khanna
on Wednesday. The other two
accused are Punjab Police ASIs
Joginder Singh and Rajpreet
Singh, who are untraceable
since they allegedly misappropriated the said money during a
raid at Jalandhar-based Father
Anthony Madasserry’s house on
March 29.
The accused was handed over
to the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing the case and
then the crime wing produced
him before a duty magistrate in
Mohali. The court sent the
accused to six-day police
remand till April 23.
Sources said the informer was
arrested from the house of a
DSP-rank official, but the SIT did
not confirm the development.
Surinder reportedly told the
SIT that the cash was with the
accused ASIs. SIT head IG Praveen Kumar Sinha and Khanna
senior superintendent of police
Dhruv Dahiya didn’t respond to
the calls.

shortstories
SIKH GROUPS TO
PROTEST AGAINST
IG’S TRANSFER
BATHINDA: Various Sikh organisations will stage a protest against
the transfer of inspector general
of police Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh from the Special Investigation Team (SIT), which was
probing the Kotkapura and
Behbal Kalan police firing incidents of 2015, outside the office
of Punjab chief electoral officer
on April 20. A meeting was held at
Sanghera village in Barnala
district on Wednesday, which was
attended by acting parallel
jathedar of Akal Takht Dhian
Singh Mand, SAD (Amritsar)
president Simranjit Singh Mann,
United Akali Dal leader Gurdip
Singh, among others, to finalise
the modalities of the protest.
The leaders will also decide the
date and venue of another
protest march the same
day.
HTC

40 litres of illicit
liquor seized
MANSA : The police seized 40
litres of illicit liquor and six
bottles of liquor meant for sale
only in Haryana on Tuesday. One
person arrested in this connection
has been identified as Kuldeep
Singh, 35, of Sardulewala village
of Sardulgarh sub-division. The
accused has been booked under
HTC
the Excise Act.

EC transfers Amritsar
(rural) SSP
CHANDIGARH: Election Commissioner of India (ECI) on Wednesday appointed Vikram Jeet
Duggal, a 2007- batch IPS officer
as senior superintendent of police
(SSP), Amritsar Rural, replacing
Parampal Singh. Disclosing this
here, state chief electoral
officer S Karuna Raju said in
compliance of the Election
Commissioner of India order,
Duggal will replace Parampal
Singh. The state chief electoral
officer said as per the Election
Commissioner of India directions,
Duggal is directed to join
immediately and send a
compliance report in this
HTC
regard.

n

Surinder Singh

State crime wing assistant
inspector general (AIG) Rakesh
Kausal, who is investigating the
case, had released the sketches
of the three accused on Monday
and shared them with the police
of the neighbouring states.
A sources privy to the development said the two accused
ASIs had worked with Khanna
deputy superintendent of police
(DSP).
The three had been booked
under Sections 406 (punishment
for criminal breach of trust), 34
(acts done by several persons of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code and 13(1) and 13 (2) of
the Prevention of Corruption
Act at the state crime branch,
Mohali.
The FIR was registered a day
after the one-member special
investigation team (SIT) of IG

Praveen Sinha submitted a
report to the DGP, pointing to
fair chances of money being pilfered during the raid. After the
raid on March 29, a police party
left the priest’s house with the
boxes of cash. This team reached
Khanna via the shortest Phagwara-Ludhiana route. However,
the three accused remained at
Anthony’s house saying they
will check on suspicious movement on the first floor of his
house.
As per the investigation, the
trio left the house minutes after
the police party left and took the
Moga route to reach Khanna,
rather than National Highway-1,
claiming they were unaware of
the shortest route to Khanna.
The two cops did not report any
cash recovery and joined a team
in another operation at Khanna,
where income tax officials
counted the cash recovered during the day, the SIT probe found.

Joshi files FIR after
his photo with Cong
leaders goes viral
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Four days after his

photograph with Congress leaders captioned ‘Joshi has joined
the Congress’ went viral on
social media, former Punjab
local bodies minister Anil Joshi
lodged a police complaint on
Wednesday.
Joshi said the picture was
taken during a marriage function and was being circulated
with an incorrect caption. The
photograph shows Joshi sitting
with Congress MLA Raj Kumar
Verka and Congress leader
Jugal Kishore Sharma. It was
being said Joshi had joined the
Congress in presence the two
leaders.
Writing to commissioner of
police, SS Srivastava, Joshi
said, “Being a political leader I
have to attend a number of
social gatherings. I was sitting
with Congress leaders during a
marriage function on April 14
when some miscreants clicked
my photograph and wrote that I

hile clearing trash
from my boxes accumulated over the
years in service, I came across a
khaki cloth bag, something akin
to what the postman of yore carried. The graffiti on its strap and
a peculiar whiff that emanated
from it evoked a strong nostalgia which instantly took me
back to my National Defence
Academy days (NDA) where
this bag had been a steady companion. It was a “satchel” - a
word which entered my vocabulary only when I first acquired
it.
Primarily meant to carry
books, the satchel surpassed all
other items of kit in its versatility, utility and creating an emotional connect with cadets. It

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab and Haryana high court has held that
complaints of female foeticide,
registration permissions and
cancellation of licence issues of
diagnostic centres, etc. should be
dealt with by a three-member
panel and not by one officer, designated by the state government
at district and sub-division levels. The high court full bench presided over by justice Krishna
Murari said that legislature has
bestowed immense powers on the
designated officer to curb and put
away the practice which is fundamentally based on certain erroneous notions, egocentric traditions and perverted perception of
societal norms.
“...a multi-member body
would serve the object and reasons more effectively for which

breakfast of single fried eggs
and half-a-dozen toasts
wrapped in a multi-utility handkerchief. The concept of
hygiene was inconsequential
then and in any case admission
to hospital was a dream come
true, offering time for sleep and
relaxation from our gruelling
routine.
A satchel defined the seniority level of its proprietor. A
stained, worn out bag with shoe
polish marks or oozed out ink
from a pen invariably identified
itself with new entrants. A crisp
clean one with something scribbled on its strap acted as veritable billboard announcing pedigree and lineage of the senior
lot. The graffiti would include
words like ‘Sanawarian’, ‘Polo
my passion’, ‘Texan’, ‘Target
Islamabad’, ‘We kill for peace’,

was used to carry PT dress, drill
boots or sportsgear depending
on the timetable. It contained
essential survival items such as
a screw driver, spare valve
tubes of a bicycle and safety pins
(known as academy pillars)
which often outnumbered the
buttons on our clothing. We
used it for shopping, carrying
eatables and toiletries often
together. In those days of perpetual hunger with time always
being at a premium, the satchel
was most efficiently utilised to
carry a hurriedly-packed

‘CGPA 3.03’, or ‘Flyboy,’ revealing a lot about the owner. Crossing the satchel strap across your
chest signified that you were a
lesser mortal as it was the privilege of only the final termers to
carry it uncrossed on their
shoulders.
In academy those relegated
by a term on grounds of training, discipline, academics or
medical were colloquially
addressed as ‘brigadiers’ and
those relegated by two terms
were called ‘generals’. We even
had a ‘field marshal’ in our time
who was three down and
showed no penchant for passing
out. These stalwarts would
draw one, two or three stars,
respectively, on their satchel
strap flaunting their status
symbol.
After graduating while I dis-

letterstoeditor
EC MUST PRESERVE
SANCTITY
Blending religion with politics
and using hate speech to garner
vote bank have become order of
the day. Supreme Court’s decision to review the powers of election commission is a crucial step
towards making EC more powerful and free of political influence.
The EC must ensure the sanctity
of its constitutional and democratic position is preserved during elections by punishing those
who repeatedly violate the
model code of conduct.
Deepakshi Seth

MARRIAGE IS MORE
THAN HOROSCOPES
In the ultra modern age, we still
believe in matching of horoscopes of boy and girl before marriage. But we forget that there are
so many other reasons behind a
successful married life. Instead,
we should demand a government

posed of most of my kit inventory, I chose to retain the satchel
as a souvenir of our memorable
association with those demanding times at our alma mater.
While I moved on in life after
getting commissioned into the
Army, this bag was relegated to
corner of a trunk never to be
employed again. “Should I get it
washed?” my wife asked reconciling to the fact that I was not
going to part with this “junk”.
“No, let it remain the way it
is” I said. If my satchel loses its
stains, blots, aroma, or the graffiti, I would lose a precious part
of my memorable past. Sometimes intensity of emotions does
overcome the rationale of petty
possessions.
n

harrypal71@yahoo.co.in

The writer is a Mohali-based
freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
hospital issued medical certificate from the boy or girl to ensure
they are physically and mentally
fit to get married.
Sukhdev Singh Minhas,
Mohali

KUDOS TO THE
ELECTION COMMISSION
If seasoned politicians like Yogi
Adityanath, Mayawati, Maneka
Gandhi and Azam Khan will
resort to unparliamentary
words, what can one expect of
newcomers? Voters will do well
to teach a lesson to these candidates for using uncivilised language. Society should not tolerate
politicians who use bad words for
women and try to divide people
on the basis of religion and caste.
Dr Ajay Bagga, Hoshiarpur

THREE CHEERS TO EC
No tears will be shed over election
commission’s ban, however brief,
on Bharatiya Janata Party’s Yogi

Adityanath, Maneka Gandhi and
BSP’s Mayawati and Azam Khan,
for their polarising and provocative comments. Those guilty of
this charge can give their vocal
chords a much needed rest. But
the EC should crack its whip
more often and efficaciously.
Mohan Singh, Amritsar

UNIVERSITIES ONLY
RECYCLING OLD IDEAS
This refers to Amitabh Bhattacharya’s Comment page article
about the quality of PhD
research which, in fact, has been
declining in most universities.
As an examiner of over fifty doctoral dissertations in English
Literature and language practices, I am pained to admit that
despite intellectual freedom, a
lot of old ideas are being recycling with little attempt to make
research relevant, innovative,
refreshing, or adding to new
knowledge. It is possible to probe

new indigenous literatures in a
spirit of good faith, understanding, and reasonable disagreement. The university research
programme can be geared
towards multiculturalism, valuing and encouraging individual
thinking, but discouraging dominance, conformity, and subservience. There are hundreds of
local/regional problems that
need solution via research, and
these deserve priority.
Dr RK Singh, Gurdaspur

LOSS TO HERITAGE
It is most heartbreaking to witness the massive fire incident in
Paris which almost charred the
world famous Notre Dame,
which is a major symbol of Catholic faith. People across the globe
are appalled to know the fate of
the iconic monument containing
historic treasures and an inspiration to artists worldwide. The
850 year old UNESCO world his-

toric structure took almost two
centuries to complete. No doubt
the Cathedral structure will be
rebuilt but still a colossal loss to
history and ancient heritage.
Harpreet Sandhu, Ludhiana

OUR LEADERS
DO NOT MEASURE UP
Leaders should be role models. We
elect them to lead us to progress in
wealth and thought. However,
most of them do not measure up to
our expectations. The best time to
judge their conduct is during election. Many of them have no
qualms in uttering lies to counter
lies, filing false affidavits, switching parties, shifting loyalties, moving goalposts and fudging facts and
figures, which are just some of
their misdoings. This situation
cannot be the crowning glory of
our nation which is the world’s
largest democracy.
Tarsem Singh,
Mahilpur

1.2KG HEROIN
SEIZED FROM
TRAIN ARRIVING
FROM PAKISTAN

THE GOLDEN LINING

BJP LEADER SAID PHOTO
WAS CLICKED DURING
A WEDDING AND WAS
CIRCULATED TO TARNISH
HIS REPUTATION

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR : The Government

had joined the Congress in the
caption. However, it was fake
news and a rumour.”
Joshi is a senior BJP leader
and had won seats in two consecutive assembly elections in
2007 and 2012. He has also been a
leader of the Bajrang Dal and
Vishva Hindu Parishad
(VHP).
“I have been supporting the
BJP for the last 35 years, I cannot even think about joining any
other political outfit. People
from all across Punjab called
me or sent messages to enquire
about the fake news. Whoever,
clicked the picture tried to taint
my reputation. I tried to trace
the culprit but in vain,” said
Joshi.Srivastava said a complaint had been lodged against
the accused.

n

The Golden Temple looks mesmerising with clouds in the backdrop in Amritsar on Wednesday.

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Railway Police (GRP) recovered
1.2 kg heroin from a goods train
(30019562480) that arrived from
the Pakistan at 3am on Wednesday.
A GRP official said they
recovered a packet of heroin
from a pressure pipe joining two
coaches.
GRP station house officer
Dharminder Kalyan said,
“There was some fault in the
train’s engine and it was being
repaired at the station yard.
The officials on duty informed
us that they found 1.2kg of
heroin between a pressure
pipe.”
A case under Section 22/61/85
of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985 has been
registered.

CM urges Punjabi youth from UK Minor among four In Gujarat, Sidhu mocks Modi
arrested for
to act as cultural ambassadors
over note ban, jan dhan yojana
threatening to
Is it your patriotism Mr

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.

CHANDIGARH : Chief minister

Captain Amarinder Singh on
Wednesday urged members of a
delegation of Punjabi youth from
the United Kingdom to act as
cultural ambassadors under the
‘Connect with Your Roots’ (CYR)
programme to complement and
create awareness about the
state’s growth story.

He was interacting with the
delegation of 17 youth, who are
on a 10-day visit to different parts
of the state, over tea at his official
residence here.
“As you all have witnessed
Punjab’s growth first hand, I
urge you to spread this message
and dispel any false notions
about the state’s law-and-order
situation back in the UK,” the
CM told the youth. Expressing
concern over the misconcep-

tions being created by some
“vested interests” about Punjab,
he said their visit had equipped
the youth to make an opinion on
the basis of actual situation on
the ground in the state. The programme was launched by the
CM from London in September,
2017 to provide a platform to the
Indian youth settled abroad to
connect with their roots by visiting the birth place or native village of their ancestors in Punjab.

Three-member panel must look into
female foeticide complaints, says HC
Surender Sharma

MY KHAKI SATCHEL
INSTANTLY TOOK
ME BACK TO MY
NATIONAL DEFENCE
ACADEMY DAYS

›

A multi-member body would serve the
object and reasons more effectively for which the
Act has been enacted. An individual member body may
defer from the aim which the act sought to achieve.
HIGH COURT

the Act has been enacted. An individual member body may defer
from the aim which the act sought
to achieve,” the bench observed.
The full bench, which also had
justices Mahesh Grover and
Arun Palli as its members was
answering a reference sent by a
division bench, which had differed with the view of an earlier
judgment by another division
bench on designation of an
authority under the law,
Pre-conception and Pre-natal
Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994.
The law provides for a three-

member panel at the state level,
but does not specify how many
members another authority for
any part of state (district and sub
divisional level), designated by a
state, can have. While one division bench was of the view that it
should have multiple members,
another bench was of the view
that had legislature desired multiple members, the law notified
would have had it in clear words.
At the state level, the panel is
headed by a joint director of
health and family welfare as
chairperson with an eminent
woman and an officer of law

department of the state as members. At the district level, it is
headed by civil surgeons in Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh.
The full bench observed that
appointment of multi-member
appropriate authority would
advance the purpose of the
law.
“…the legislative intention
must be gatherable from the text,
content and the context of the
statute and in such circumstances the purposive approach
would help and enhance the functional principle of the enactment,” the full bench observed,
adding that the aim of the law was
to unequivocally prohibit the
misuse of pre-natal diagnostic
techniques for determination of
the sex of the foetus leading to
female foeticide, as the same has
led to a sharp decline in the
female sex ratio in many of the
states.

kidnap 16-year-old

HT Correspondent

JALANDHAR : Four persons were

AHEMDABAD :Navjot Singh Sidhu,

arrested for threatening to
kidnap a 16-year-old boy unless
they were paid ₹10 lakh on
Wednesday. The accused are
Amandeep Singh, 22, his 16-yearold brother of New Gurdev
Nagar, their maternal uncle Jodh
Singh, 32, of Amritsar and
Deepak, 23, of Partap Nagar.
On April 5, the accused called a
city-based jeweller and told him
that they had been given a contract to kill him.
They said if the jeweller paid
them ₹10 lakh they will not carry
out the hit.“When the complainantdismissed the phone calls the
accused stole the jeweller's
scooter on April 14 and threatened to kidnap his son after
which, the jeweller agreed to pay
the extortionists ₹6 lakh,” said
the police.
“Following the blackmailers’
instructions, the jeweller filled a
black bag with ₹50,000, which was
less than the agreed amount, and
tossed it on the flower pots on GT
road near Sarb Multiplex.
The bag was picked by three
bike-borne persons,” said the
police.The jeweller then lodged a
complaint with the police, who
registered a case under Sections
384 (extortion), 34 (criminal act
done by several persons), 379
(theft) and 411(receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
Code. The police arrested the
three of the conspirators from the
Grain Market with ₹50,000 while
Jodh Singh was arrested at the
Jalandhar
Bypass
in
Ludhiana.
HTC

the Punjab minister and the Congress’s star campaigner, continued with his spate of attacks on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Campaigning for the Congress in
Gujarat, Sidhu on Wednesday
took swipes at PM Modi citing
demonetisation, zero-balance
bank account opening scheme
and the government’s push for
yoga.
“America ne 100 dollar bana
diya, England ne 50 pound bana
diya lekin tumne 500 ka kaatke,
1000 ka kaatke 2000 ka gulabi kar
diya…Rashtrabhakti ki baat
karte ho (the US introduced $100,
England introduced 50 pound
but you withdrew currency
denominations of Rs 500 and Rs
1,000 and introduced Rs 2,000
notes instead, and you talk of
patriotism),” said Sidhu at an
election rally in Ahmedabad.
He was referring to November
2016 decision of the government
announcing demonetisation of
high-value currencies of Rs 500
and Rs 1,000. The decision had, in
effect, withdrawn about 86 per
cent of the money in circulation
at the time.
The government defended
demonetisation as a necessary
step for course correction in the
Indian economy. The Opposition, on the other hand, criticised the government saying
that notes ban decision led to
huge job loss and caused damage
to the informal economy.
Sidhu, who switched sides
from the BJP to the Congress
ahead of 2017 Punjab Assembly

n

›
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Narendra Modi that
people who have empty
stomachs are being made
to perform yoga? Stomach
is empty and people are
being made to do yoga,
people’s pockets are
empty but are made to
open bank accounts
NAVJOT SINGH SIDHU, Punjab
minister

election, targeted PM Modi over
jan dhan bank accounts for
which the BJP-led government
ran a campaign under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) to bring even the poorest section of society to the ambit
of banking.
“Is it your patriotism Mr Narendra Modi that people who
have empty stomachs are being
made to perform yoga? Stomach
is empty and people are being
made to do yoga, people’s pockets are empty but are made to
open bank accounts,” said the
Congress leader referring to the
government’s campaign for
opening zero-balance bank
accounts.
PM Modi, in his public
speeches and interviews, has
claimed that since the PMJDY
was launched in August 2014, the
scheme has ensured that every
family has access to banks. The
Opposition has, however, called
the scheme a failure.
Sidhu’s fresh attack on PM

Modi came close on the heels of
his remarks at an election rally
in Bihar which stoked a controversy. In Katihar Lok Sabha constituency on Tuesday, Sidhu
asked the Muslim voters to vote
en bloc against the BJP-led ruling coalition.
“I have come here to warn
you. They (BJP) are dividing you
by bringing people like (Asaduddin) Owaisi, by making a new
party contest elections here to
divide your votes and secure victory. If you stay together…you
make 64 per cent of the population here, you are in majority…if
you vote together, everything
will turn upside down, Modi will
be finished,” said Sidhu.
An FIR has been lodged
against Sidhu for violating the
model code of conduct by exhorting Muslim voters against PM
Modi. The FIR was lodged on the
basis of a complaint lodged by
the Election Commission’s flying squad.
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29.81 lakh voters to seal fate of 24
Srinagar, Udhampur nominees today

LOK SABHA POLLS IN J&K: PHASE 2
UDHAMPUR
IN THE RING

SECOND PHASE POLL Three-tier security in Srinagar, all polling stations declared hyper-sensitive
Mir Ehsan
n

EACH POLLING BOOTH TO
BE GUARDED BY MORE
THAN TWO SECTIONS OF
SECURITY FORCES;
ADDITIONAL CHECK
POINTS SET UP ON THE
HIGHWAYS AND ROADS
CONNECTING SRINAGAR

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR : Over 29.81 lakh voters

will decide the fate of 24 candidates, including former chief
minister Farooq Abdullah and
Union minister Jitendra Singh,
in Srinagar and Udhampur
seats of Jammu and Kashmir,
which go to polls in the second
phase of Lok Sabha elections on
Thursday.
A senior officer said a threetier security would be ensured
in Srinagar and the army had
been asked to conduct area domination in rural pockets of the
constituency.
More than 50,000 security
personnel would be deployed at
1,716 polling stations in the constituency, spread over 15
assembly segments in three central Kashmir districts of Ganderbal, Srinagar and Budgam,
he said.
Each polling booth would be
guarded by more than two sections of security forces, he said.
The police had set up additional
check points on the highways
and roads connecting Srinagar,
the officer said.
Srinagar deputy commissioner Shahid Choudhary said
all the polling stations in the
constituency had been declared
hyper-sensitive.
The constituency had

n

Officials on way to polling stations after collecting electronic voting machines and other election
WASEEM ANDRABI /HT
material on the eve of Lok Sabha polls, in Srinagar on Wednesday.

recorded 7.6% turnout in the
2017 byelection, marred by violence that left eight people dead
on the polling day.
In 2014, the seat was won by
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) candidate Tariq Hameed
Karra, who quit the party
and Lok Sabha in 2016 and
joined the Congress. National

Conference (NC) president
Farooq Abdullah won the seat in
thee subsequent byelection in
2017, defeating PDP candidate
Nazir Ahmad Khan by 10,766
votes.
Twelve candidates are in fray
for the Srinagar seat. Abdullah,
83, is pitched against Aga
Moshin of the PDP, Irfan Ansari

of the People’s Conference and
Khalid Jehangir of the BJP.
In Udhampur Lok Sabha seat
also, 12 candidates are in fray.
Prominent candidates
include Jitendra Singh, who
is seeking re-election on a BJP
ticket, Vikramaditya Singh of
the Congress, Choudhary
Lal Singh of the Dogra

Swabhiman Sangathan
(DSS) and Harsh Dev Singh
of the Jammu and Kashmir
National Panthers Party.
Vikramaditya Singh is the
grandson of t Jammu and Kashmir’s erstwhile ruler Hari
Singh.
Spread over 17 assembly segments in six districts of Kishtwar, Doda, Ramban, Reasi,
Udhampur and Kathua, the
constituency has 16, 85,779 electors. For the smooth conduct of
election, 2,710 polling stations
have been set up in the constituency.
In 2014, Jitendra Singh had
defeated Congress candidate
Ghulam Nabi Azad by 40,000
votes.
Singh secured 487,369 votes
while Azad managed to bag
426,393 votes.
Officials said the voting will
start at 7 am and end at 6 pm.

n

Jitendra Singh
BJP

n

Vikramaditya Singh
Congress

n

Lal Singh
DSS

n

ashiq.hussain@htlive.com

SRINAGAR : People’s Democratic

Party (PDP) president Mehbooba Mufti on Wednesday hit
out at government over alleged
oppression and atrocities committed against Kashmiris, saying the Valley was operating
under the “law of jungle”.
“There is a law of jungle here.
Yesterday, armymen assaulted
a sub-divisional magistrate and
the staff accompanying him.
Today our roads are being closed
(ban on national highway).
Prison inmates are beaten up.
Bodies (of militants killed) are
mutilated and burnt by throwing

n

Mehbooba Mufti

some chemicals during encounters,” she said while speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of an
election meeting in south Kashmir’s Anantnag.
Deploring various atrocities
on people in the Valley, Meh-

booba claimed the situation in
Kashmir has worsened to an
extent that the people have
begun rethinking over the state’s
accession to India.
“It doesn’t seem we are with
the India to which Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah and
Maharaja Hari Singh had
acceded. That India was the
country of all; Hindus, Muslims
and Sikhs,” she said. “Today,
there is so much of oppression
and atrocities committed that
Kashmiris are terrified and
think which India did we accede
to!” Mehbooba added.
Sharing a similar sentiment in
a tweet, the former chief minister said, “Every human even a

militant deserves dignity after
death. Armed forces use of chemicals in encounters disfiguring
their bodies is inhuman.Imagine
the emotions that’ll overcome a
boy who sees his brother’s mutilated charred body. Would you
be surprised if he picked up a
gun?.”
Drawing sharp reaction,
Bharatiya Janata Party’s state
spokesperson, Altaf Thakur said
Mehbooba was making these
statements to gain political mileage.
“Indian Army is highly professional and has never indulged
in such actions. She (Mehbooba)
is making these statements only
for elections,” Thakur said.

2014 results: BJP’s Jitendra Singh defeated Ghulam Nabi Azad by a margin of 60,976 votes.

SRINAGAR
IN THE RING

n

Farooq Abdullah
NC

n

Irfan Ansari
PC

n

Khalid Jehangir
BJP

n

Aga Mohsin
PDP

Quick take: Sitting MP and four time chief minister Farooq Abdullah is up against PC’s Irfan Ansari and
PDP’s Aga Mohsin, both political novices. Article 35A, which provides special privileges to permanent
residents of the state, and Article 370 that extends autonomous status to J&K are the key poll issues.
2014 results: Tariq Hameed Karra of PDP defeated Farooq Abdullah by a margin of 42,280 votes.

for remarks against Rahul

SHIMLA: Himachal Pradesh BJP
chief Satpal Singh Satti was
served another notice by the
Election Commission on
Wednesday for allegedly violating the model code of conduct.
Assistant returning officer for
Hamirpur Lok Sabha seat Torul
R Raveesh served the notice on
Satti after taking cognizance of a
video clip of his speech forwarded to the election commission by its surveillance team.
The notice said prima facie
Satti was guilty of violating the
model code of conduct, citing his

Harsh Dev Singh
JKNPP

Quick take: Though it will be a direct fight between BJP’s Jitendra Singh and Vikramaditya Singh of Congress, BJP rebel Choudhary Lal Singh, who founded Dogra Swabhimaan Sanghthan last year and Harsh Dev
Singh of Panthers Party have a stronghold in Kathua and Udhampur districts respectively. This may play
spoil BJP’s applecart in the constituency. Meanwhile, NC and PDP have not fielded candidates and are
supporting Congress in order to dislodge BJP. Clear polarisation is also visible on the ground, which is likely
to benefit the BJP.

‘Kashmiris having rethink on accession’ Second EC notice to Satti
Ashiq Hussain

n

ASKED TO FILE REPLY
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF
THE RECEIPT OF THE
NOTICE
taunting remarks against Congress president Rahul Gandhi
over his bachelorhood and general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra ’over her dressing style
and how she was trying to woo
the voters.
Satti had made the alleged
remarks at an election meeting

at Bhanjal under tehsil Ghanari
in Una district on April 14.
He has been asked to file his
reply within 48 hours of the
receipt of the notice.
A day earlier, a criminal case
was registered against Satti for
using a slur against Rahul Gandhi while campaigning. The
Election Commission had also
issued notice to him seeking his
reply within 24 hours.
In his reply, Satti said he had
merely read out contents of a
message which was already viral
on social media.

Jai Ram demands
ban on Rahul’s poll
campaigning
SHIMLA: Himachal Pradesh CM

Jai Ram Thakur on Wednesday
demanded ban on poll campaigning by Congress president
Rahul Gandhi alleging that his
repeated “chowkidar chor hai”
jibe alluding to PM Narendra
Modi was violative of the model
code of conduct. After BJP submitted a memorandum to the
chief election commissioner,
Thakur said, “Rahul is indulging in mudslinging against the
PM . Calling him a thief is an
insult to the 130 crore people of
India.”
HTC

htclassifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES
I, CHHAVI Daluja (Old Name) D/o
Davinder Daluja R/o H.No.89 Sec.-1
East Ext.Trikuta Nagar, Jammu180012, J&K has changed my name
from Chhavi Daluja (Old Name) to
Chhavi Bharat Chowdhary (New
Name). I do hereby assume from
this date the name/Surname Chhavi
Bharat Chowdhary and new address
KC Mansion, Near AG Office, Shakti
Nagar, Jammu J&K-(180001) Ref.
vide Passport (old) No.Z2758553.
Any one has objection may contact
to Passport office, Jammu within 7
working days.

IT IS notified that Original Registry/
Sale Deed Vasika No. 3127, dated
22.01.1997 issued by Sub-Registrar,
SAS Nagar (Ropar) and Allotment/
Ownership Letter No. 2352, dated
28.01.1997 issued by Greater Mohali
Area Development Authority, Mohali
of # 2593, Phase-11, Mohali has been
lost. in this regard FIR/ SR/ DDR No.
25751/2019 dated 10.04.2019 lodged
at Police Station, Phase-11, Mohali.
If anybody found, please return to
Jatinderpal Singh S/o Late Balwant
Singh, # 2593, Phae-11, Mohali.
6283748875.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, SUMAN Bala W/o Pawan Kumar
64-Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,
Nangal(Ropar) have changed my
name Monika after Marriage.

I, KARAMJEET Singh S/o Bahadur
Singh, Naudhrani (Malerkotla) is
also known as Karamjit Singh.

WE, SARWAN Singh Bhogal S/o
Narain Dass and Santosh Bhogal
W/o Sarwan Singh Bhogal R/o H.No.
7674 Block-H, Aerocity Mohali,
declare that our daughter Sumita
Bhogal is Out of our Control. We
disown her from all our moveable
and Immoveable properties.
Anybody deals with her at own risk
and Responsibilities.

I, MEENAKSHI Bansal and
Meenakshi W/o Vikas Gupta R/o B14/778, Hans Bhawan, Old Jawahar
Nagar, Ladowali Road, Jalandhar
declare change of my name to
Meenakshi Gupta. Please note.

I, GURPREET Kaur W/o S.
I, SIMRAN Surinder D/o Surinder
Singh, Vasant Vihar Cotton Mill
Malerkotla, Sangrur, have changed
my name to Simran.

Charanjeet Singh Virdi R/o # C-368,
VPO Kumbra, Sector 68, SAS Nagar,
Mohali have changed my name from
Gurpreet Kaur to Gurpreet Kaur
Virdi after marriage.

BUSINESS
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378industrialunitsinHaryanato
beclosedforpollutingYamuna
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NON-COMPLIANCE Notice comes two months after CPCB conducted an inspection of river water
Neeraj Mohan
n

neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

KARNAL/GURUGRAM:More than 378

Yamuna polluters face action
Crackdown after nudge from central pollution body
Units identified

Still operational

Units shut

127

Yamunanagar

175

Ballabhgarh

63

Gurugram

46

Sonepat

32

Panipat

31

27 4

Faridabad

31

28 3

33

48

30

41 5
24

8

industrial units in the state have
beenissued closurenoticeby the
Haryana state pollution control
board (HSPCB) for polluting
Yamuna river by pumping
untreated water into it.
The crackdown was necessitated after the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) had,
earlier this month, directed the
HSPCBtotakeactionagainstthe
errant units immediately, two
months after the former along
with officials of National Environmental
Engineering
ResearchInstitute(NEERI), had
conductedaninspectiontomonitor the water quality of Yamuna
river.
Asperofficialdata,asmanyas
175 such units were identified in
Yamunanagar zone which also
includestheKarnaldistrict,63in
Ballabhgarh,46inGurgaon,32in
Sonepat, 31 each in Panipat and
Faridabad.
“We have conducted a survey

›

These units were
found violating the
norms. But the pollution
control board conducts
regular inspections and
issues closure notices to
industries.
S NARAYANAN, HSPCB

in the entire Yamuna belt and
have identified about 400 such
units and 350 of them have
alreadybeenissuedclosurenotices. Most of them have already
been shut for non-compliance of
norms,” HSPCB member secretarySNarayanantoldHindustan
Times.
He said they have been told to
shuttheirunitsandtheirelectricity supply will be disconnected
untiltheygetfreshclearancecertificate after compliance of a set
guidelines. Besides, efforts are
being made for prosecution of

about 200 units, he added.
On why the HSPCB waited for
the orders of the CPCB to take
action, Narayanan said, “The
action has been taken as these
units were found violating the
norms. But the pollution control
board conducts regular inspectionsandissuesclosurenoticesto
industries routinely.”
He also said the HSPCB has
also told large and medium scale
units to install online liquid
waste monitoring devices for
round-the-clock monitoring and
taketimelyaction against erring
units.
The Haryana state pollution
control board was asked to identifythenon-complyingunitsand
taken action after a team found
three drains carrying untreated
water from various units at
Yamunanagar,PanipatandKundlimixingwiththeriver,making
it unfit even for use in bathing.
The team further observed that
thesedrainsflowthroughoutthe
year and pollute the Yamuna,
which is the biggest source of
drinking water in Delhi.

RAJA SEN
KALANK
Director: Abhishek Varma
Cast: Varun Dhawan, Alia
Bhatt, Aditya Roy Kapur,
Sonakshi Sinha, Madhuri
Dixit, Sanjay Dutt
Rating:

T

he film is gorgeous.
Supposedly set in
pre-Independent
India, Kalank may
instead have been
filmed inside a Good Earth
catalogue curated by Baz
Luhrmann. A courtesan
stands in her doorway while
gondoliers paddle about in a
moat behind, and later, when
she feels the need to cry, she
walks first to the centre of the
elaborate
golden motif painted on her
floor before dropping to her
knees and wailing cinematically.
Directed by Abhishek Varman and shot by the masterful Binod Pradhan, the makers of Kalank not only want
every frame to be a painting,
but every dialogue a proverb, every scene a portent.
The result is beautiful but
tedious, an opera that
needed a stout songstress to
warble midway.
“You sing well,” a courtesan tells a young ingenue,
“but there isn’t enough salt.”
This indefinable namak is
vital to Indian art, and the
older woman blames the
blandness on a possible lack
of spice in the girl’s own life.
The girl may agree, imprisoned in a passionless marriage via Victorian circum-

MILITANT ATTACK Explosion outside camp in Pulwama district
n

The grenade was hurled near
CRPF’s 180 Battalion camp.

three phases on April 23, 29 and
May 6.
The CRPF was targeted in a
major terrorist attack on February 14, with a suicide bomber
ramminghiscarintoabuscarrying the troopers in Pulwama district. At least 40 CRPF troopers
losttheirlivesintheattack.After
the Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed claimed responsibility
for the attack, tensions between
India and Pakistan had flared,
culminating in air skirmishes
alongthe borderandtheBalakot
strike deep inside Pakistan.

OnTuesday,unidentifiedpersons hurled a grenade towards
the residence of a National Conference(NC)leaderinTralareaof
Awantipora. Fortunately, it
caused no damage.
Thegrenade exploded outside
the house of NC leader, MohammadAshrafBhat,momentsafter
ameetingbetweenpartyworkers
and the NC Lok Sabha candidate
from Anantnag, Hasnain Masoodi,hadconcluded.Thepollsfor
Anantnag Lok Sabha seat in
south Kashmir will be held in

TWO ARMY MEN HURT
IN MILITANT FIRING
Two army personnel were
injuredonWednesdayinmilitant
firing in J&K’s Kulgam district.
Police sources said two Army
personnel belonging to the military intelligence wing were
injured when militants fired at a
private car in which they were
travelling in Kulgam district.
“Theinjuredhavebeenshifted
toahospitalandtheareawascordoned off by security forces”, a
police officer said.

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:In the second grenade

attack in south Kashmir’s Pulwama in two days, a Central
Reserve Police Force constable
was injured on Wednesday after
suspectedmilitantslobbedagrenade towards a CRPF camp at
Tral Awantipora.
Police said militants fired a
grenade from an under barrel
grenade launcher (UBGL)
towardstheCRPF’s180Battalion
camp at Nowdal area of Tral. A
UBGLisaweaponaccessorythat
is fitted below the barrel of a gun
and fires a grenade in a trajectory.Thegrenadeattackcameon
the eve of the second phase of the
generalelections,inwhichSrinagar Lok Sabha constituency in
centralKashmirgoestothepolls.
Anofficialatthepolicecontrol
roominAwantiporasaidthegrenade exploded outside the camp,
injuringaCRPFconstable.“Shiv
Parshadreceived minorsplinter
injuries,”hesaid,addingthatthe
constable was immediately
shifted to a hospital.

n

n

The mangled remains of the car near Karnauli village of Fatehabad
district on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

5 of Sirsa family killed
as car rams into truck
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR : Five persons were killed
and three others injured when
the car they were travelling in
collided with a stationary truck
near Karnauli village of Fatehabad district in the early hours of
Wednesday.
ThedeceasedhavebeenidentifiedasDeepakKumar,38,hiswife
Mamta, 33, son Nikhil, 10, niece
Riya, 12, and a family friend Ved
Goyal, 38, who was driving the
vehicle.
Allthevictimsareresidentsof
JodhkanvillageofSirsaandwere
returning home from a wedding

function in Pilani of Rajasthan
when the mishap took place.
WhileRiyadiedonthespot,the
rest died during treatment at
Fatehabad civil hospital.
Deepak’s daugher Diksha, 8, his
nephewVikki,13,andhisbrother
Hem Giri, were referred to
Agrohamedicalcollegewithcritical injuries.
Station house officer sadar
(SHO) Surender Kumar said,
“Prima facie it seems that due to
overnightdriving,thedrivermay
have lost control over the wheel
and the car collided with a truck.
Police started further investigation under the 174 Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).”

10-YR-OLD FLEES
SHELTER HOME,
PROBE ORDERED

No convoy movement, civilian traffic
allowed on J&K highway for a day

HT Correspondent

Press Trust of India

n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

n
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GURUGRAM: A 10-year-old boy

JAMMU : With no movement of

went missing from a child care
institute (CCI) in Sector 75 on
Tuesday, police said.
The boy, who was rescued by
thepoliceonApril11fromthebus
stand,wasidentifiedasaresident
of Palwal. He had fled from his
home on April 10 after his uncle
scolded him, police said, adding
thattheyhadinformedthefamily
that he was at the CCI and the
family was supposed to come on
Thursday to take him back.
Thepolicesaidtheysuspecthe
ran away fearing that no one
willcometotakehim.Policesuspect he may have gone to attend
his sister’s marriage is
Palwal, which is scheduled for
April 20.
MohammadAhmad,parental
uncle of the boy, said he has a
tendencytorunawayfromhome
and shelter homes. “He lost his
parentseightyearsagoandsince
thenheandhisfoursiblingshave
been living with me,” he said.
ACP (crime) Shamsher Singh
said they have sent teams to all
suspectedlocationstorescuethe
boy. “He will be handed over to
his family after being produced
before CWC,” Singh said.
CCI in-charge Ankita Daruka
said, “We discovered he was
missingafterhedidnotturnupto
have breakfast. We started looking for him at all possible
locations but we could not find
him after which we informed
police.”
According to the police, they
received a complaint from the
in-chargeofTheShelterProgetto
India Charitable Trust on Tuesday that an inmate is missing.
A case under section 346
(wrongfulconfinementinsecret)
oftheIndianPenalCodewasregistered against unidentified personatBadshahpurpolicestation,
saidpoliceaddingthateffortsare
on to trace the missing boy.

security convoy scheduled during the day, civilian traffic was
allowedon the Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway Wednesday,
when it was supposed to be used
exclusively by forces under an
official order, authorities said.
On April 7, it was announced
that the 270-km highway will be
off-limitsforciviliantraffictwice
aweek--WednesdayandSunday
-- from 4 am to 5 pm till May 31 to
facilitate smooth movement of
security convoys.
The order came following a
deadlyterror attackinPulwama
on February 14, which left 40
CRPF personnel dead. The
restrictions drew strong criti-

cismfromvariousquartersespecially political parties, civil society and business community in
the Valley. “Normal traffic was
allowed on the highway from
JammutoSrinagarthismorning
afterthenodalagency,theCRPF,
telephonically informed that
there will be no movement of
securityconvoyduringtheday,”
atraffic departmentofficial said.
However, he said a landslide hit
the highway at Anokhi fall near
Ramban around 7 am which was
cleared within two hours by the
road clearance agency to ensure
smooth movement of traffic.
“The traffic is moving
smoothlywhenlastreportswere
received,” the official said. No
vehicle was allowed from the
opposite direction in view of the
one-way restrictions.

CRPF TO PROBE PATIENT’S
DEATH DURING TRAFFIC CURBS
SRINAGAR:The Central

Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) on Wednesday
ordered an inquiry into the
death last week of a patient
due to restrictions on civilian traffic on the JammuSrinagar National Highway.
The video of forces
stopping the ambulance had
gone viral on social media.
The CRPF issued a statement informing the demise
of Abdul Qayoom Banday.
“We express our sincere
condolences and sympathise with the Banday fam-

ily for their loss. We would
like to assure the citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir that
strict instructions are in
place to enable speedy passage to ambulances and ailing civilians. A high level
enquiry has been ordered
into the incident,” they said.
Reports said the patient
was suffering from some terminal illness and his ambulance was asked to halt near
the Lower Munda area
while he was on way to Doda
after being discharged from
HTC
hospital.

Barmer villagers warn poll boycott
Mukesh Mathrani
n

htraj@htlive.com

BARMER: The Modi government’s

“tall claims” about 100% electrification has “fallen flat” in bordering Barmer where villagers
have announced to boycott the
voting in upcoming general
election.
Apart from electricity, drinking water is another big problem. People of many villages in
the district, who are totally
hopeless with the government,
have now decided to boycott voting in protest.
Hundreds of affected villagers of Nohadiyala and Same Ka
Tala villages under Sheo block
in Barmer, had protested outside the collectorate in Barmer
on Wednesday. They said they
have been getting false promise
for the last 70 years, and this
time, they will not accept any
promise. They announced that
they will not cast their votes till

their demands are met.
Ganpat Singh, a resident of
Nohadiyala village, who was
present during the protest, said
for the last 70 years they are
waiting for basic facilities like
electricity and water but of no
avail. Villagers are forced to
shift to urban areas.
Rajendra Singh Bhiyand,
who led the protest, said almost
all parties have ruled this area
in the last 70 years. Many leaders have represented this constituency but nobody was able
to provide the basic amenities to
the people. He said it is not only
an unfortunate state but an
embarrassing situation for a
civil society where people have
to protest for drinking water
and electricity.
Praveen Singh Aagore,
another villager, said the
pathetic condition can be understood with the fact that people
are not ready to choose a groom
for their daughters in these vil-

lages.
He said even relatives have
hesitation in staying in these
villages. He questioned that
without water and electricity
who wants to stay.
He said: “On one hand the
prime minister is claiming complete electrification of all Indian
villages, and on the other, there
is no one to take note of their voices for thr last 70 years”.
The same problem persists in
Kekad and Ogala villages under
Sedwa block. And, villagers also
have protested over the same
issues. They also warned to boycott the voting in upcoming elections. Local resident Jai Prakash said villagers are struggling since long for these basic
amenities but nobody listened
to them.
He said the villagers are upset
with the authorities and politician and they are forced to take
the decision of boycotting the
polls.

He said the situation is so
grim that villagers either have
to travel for five to six kilometre
to fetch drinking water or to pay
₹800-₹1,000 per water tanker.
Besides, they also pay ₹5 to ₹10 to
charge up the cells of their
mobile phones.
Prakash said villagers are
now fed up with the fake promises of politicians. They knew
that during the election time
politician will lure them with
tall claims but later, nobody will
be there to hear their plea. This
time, he said, villagers have
decided that they will not cast
their votes till their problem are
not addressed.
Earlier, during the last
assembly election, residents of
Chohtan town had boycotted the
polls in protest against the nonavailability of drinking water.
Later, official approached the
villagers and addressed their
problems after which they have
cast their votes.

Bhatt is fine alongside Dhawan, but otherwise appears
hesitant to embrace this gaudy cinematic style.

Movie is stunningly plated
meal, but it needs salt

CRPF trooper injured
in Tral grenade blast
HT Correspondent

n

stances: a wealthy
woman with a few years left
to live wants Roop to be her
husband’s bride after she
dies.
The names are literal. The
girl, Roop, is pretty, the outsider is Bahaar Begum, the
husband Dev (like in patidev), the dutiful dying lady
Satya, and a boy who wins
women over is named Zafar,
meaning victor. Eyes tinged
with kohl and sadness,
Varun Dhawan’s Zafar forges serrated swords, and cutting dialogues. “Inhi tez jumlon se Heera Mandi ke auraton ke dil kaat rakhe hain,”
admires his friend, emphasising how Zafar gets the last
word because of his sharp
phrases.

Dhawan revels in the melodramatic pitch of the film,
and is great. Bhatt is fine
alongside him, but otherwise
appears hesitant to embrace
this gaudy cinematic style.
Sonakshi Sinha, as Satya, is
effective as a woman perpetually biting her tongue, biding
her time. Madhuri Dixit is
stately and defiant as Bahaar
Begum. Despite an odd, Kathak-caricaturing dance, Dixit
outdoes the film’s extraordinary backdrops. The lady is
an enchantment.
The story is not. More
attention is lavished on to the
chikan embroidery on the
husband’s kurtas than the
film’s climactic revolution.
Kalank rings hollow.
The visuals linger. A necklace fastened around Roop’s
neck with velvet drawstrings; a harp the size of a
house; and the first time
Zafar meets Roop: During a
Ramleela performance, he
shows up with wet, blueskinned Ram figures rising
from the water behind, and
when the lovers touch, burning Ravana
heads set their encounter
aglow. Kalank often feels ‘too
much,’ and I only wish it
made me do the same. It is a
stunningly plated meal, but
needed salt.

Six neighbours murder
man who ‘bullied’ them
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

IT WAS REVENGE, SAY SUSPECTS

NEW DELHI : Six neighbours of a

n Surjit Kashyap’s family reported

22-year-old food delivery boy
murderedhimbyfirststrangling
him with an iron wire and then
stabbing him at least six times in
the abdomen at an abandoned
farmhouse in south Delhi’s Neb
Sarai onMondaynight. Hisbody
was found buried in a farmland
and covered with dry leaves and
garbage near the farmhouse,
almost 40 hours after he went
missing and subsequently murdered, the police said.
Four men, including the two
prime suspects Sombir Singhal
and Vicky Jha, were arrested
while two other suspects —
RavindraBishtandGolu—were
absconding.
Police said the suspects told
themthatSurjitKashyap,thevictim,bulliedandthreatenedthem.
They also claimed that they
held a grudge against him
because Kashyap had beaten
them up a few years ago.
“Theirinterrogationledtothe
recovery of Kashyap’s body on
Wednesday morning from the
ditch near the farmhouse,
about 800 metres from the Neb
Saraipolicestation,”saiddeputy
commissioner of police (south)
Vijay Kumar.
Kashyap’s family members,
however,rejectedpolice’sclaims.
Theysaiditwasthesuspectswho
hadbeenbullyingKashyap.They

to the police on Monday that he
had gone missing
n Police launched an investigation and came to know that
Kashyap’s brother had heard
Vicky Jha, a neighbour, telling
someone over phone about a
murder that he had committed
n Police detained Jha and questioned him. He confessed to
have killed Kashyap along with

also claimed that they had
stabbedKashyapafewyearsago.
They also alleged that the killers
mutilated his body by stabbing
him in the eyes and cutting open
his abdomen.
Thepolicedismissedtheirallegations. They said Kashyap’s
body had started decaying
because being left in the open for
over36hours.“Kashyap’sthroat
was not slit with any sharp
weapon. Hewasin factstrangled
withanironwire,whichcauseda
deep cut around his neck. Victim’s family reported him missing on Tuesday morning. We
cracked the case, arrested the
killers and found his body in less
than 24 hours ,” said Kumar.
Kashyap is survived by his
parentsandsevensiblings.They
lived in Jawahar Park area in
Neb Sarai.
Victim’s sister Archana said

Man held for raping
13-year-old niece
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The police have
arrested a 50-year-old man for
raping his 13-year-old niece in
southwest Delhi’s Najafgarh.
Police said the girl herself filed a
complaint, acting on which the
police got her examined medically.
The medical test has confirmed rape, the police said.
A police officer, who was not
authorisedtospeaktothemedia,
said the girl reached the local
police station on Tuesday evening andtoldthe staffat the reception that her uncle had been
repeatedlyrapingherforthepast

one year. She told the staff that
after her parents passed away,
she had been living with her
uncle and aunt since she was six
months old.
“Thereceptionstaffalertedthe
women personnel at the station.
We called an NGO and the girl’s
statementwasrecorded.Shewas
taken for a medical examination
and the sexual assault was confirmed,” the officer said.
The suspect was arrested on
Wednesday.
“The girl did not say anything
about her aunt. However,we are
questioningherandthe couple’s
neighbours. We have also
arranged a counsellor for the
girl,” the officer said.

five others
n The police were told that the

killers had dumped Kashyap’s
body at a farmhouse in south
Delhi’s Neb Sarai
n The police arrested three other
suspects. They told cops that
Kashyap used to bully them
n However, victim’s family said
that it was he who was being
bullied by the suspects

he left home around 2.30 pm on
Monday after someone called
him on his cell phone. Around
two hours later, Kashyap’s
motherfoundhisphoneswitched
off.Thefamilypanickedandfiled
a complaint when he did not
return home till next morning.
Policesaidduringtheenquiry,
they learnt that a friend of
Kashyap’s brother had heard an
inebriated Jha telling someone
over phone about a murder that
heandhisfriendshadcommitted.
“We interrogated him and he
confessedtothecrime.Healsoled
us the place where they had
dumped Kashyap’s body,” the
DCP said.
“OnMonday,Kashyapthreatened Singhal when he was at
work. Singhal told his friend
about it and they decided to kill
him.Thesix menkilledKashyap
at the farmhouse,” said Kumar.

Leopard attacks
woman in Nainital
NAINITAL :A leopard attacked and
injured a 23-year-old woman in
OkhalkandaareaofNainitaldistrict on Wednesday, said forest
officials.TR Bijulal, divisional
forest officer (DFO) of Nainital,
said 23-year-old Uma Arya, the
daughter of Harish Ram, had
goneforamorningwalkinKhansue village of Okhalkanda area
that falls under South Goula
forest range. PC Pandey, range
officer (RO) of South Goula, said
while she was walking on the
road, a leopard attacked her and
mauled her, trying to drag her
towards the forest area. “Somehow she managedto freeherself.
She has received injuries on her
head and limbs. She is undergoing treatment and is out of
danger.
HTC
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election2019
Cross-countrybattlefor95LSseats
PHASE 2 Biggest chunk up for grabs in southern India as Tamil Nadu, Karnataka go to polls; Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Maharashtra key states for NDA and Opposition
WEST BENGAL

KARNATAKA

TAMIL NADU + PUDUCHERRY
38 seats, 822 candidates, 58 million voters + 1 seat, 18 candidates, 973,161 voters

3 seats, 42 candidates, 4.9 million voters

14 seats, 241 candidates, 32 million voters

First polls after Jaya-Karuna, a Will coalition math help Oppn? Political heat rises in
northern hill seats
challenge for Dravidian parties
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI:Ahighvoltagecampaign

inTamilNaduforthesimultaneous Lok Sabha and assembly
pollsscheduledforApril18came
toahaltonTuesday,evenascash
seizuresinincometaxraidsledto
alast-minutecancellationofpollingin the Vellore parliamentary
constituency.
The bipolar nature of TN politics has seen a shift after the
emergenceofTTVDhinakaran’s
AmmaMakkalMunnetraKazhagam (AMMK), following a rift in
theAllIndiaAnnaDravidaMunnetraKazhagam(AIADMK)after
JJayalalithaa’s death in 2016.
Thisisthefirstelectionthatmain
opposition party Dravida MunnetraKazhagam(DMK)chiefMK

Stalin will be fighting after his
father M Karunanidhi’s death
last August.
Withpollingtobeheldin38out
of39LokSabhaseatsand18outof
22assemblyseats(theremaining
four will vote on May 19), campaigninghasbeenrelentless.The
AIADMKcampaignhasbeenled
bychiefministerEdappadiKPalaniswami anddeputyCMOPanneerselvam.PrimeMinisterNarendra Modi has visited the state
six times, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi has toured the
state twice.
The AIADMK-BJP alliance
alsoincludessmallerpartieslike
Pattali Makkal Katchi, Desiya
Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam ,
andDalitpartyPuthiyaThamizagam. The DMK, in turn, is in alliance with the Congress, along

with regional parties like Dalit
party Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi,KongunaduMakkalDesiya Katchi, Left parties and
Indian Union Muslim League.
Film star Kamal Haasan
announced his plunge in politics
withformationofMakkalNeedhi
Maiam, which has fielded candidatesforbothpolls; Haasanhimself, however, is not contesting.
Inneighbouring Puducherry,
a bypoll for the Thattanchavady
assembly segment is being held
alongwiththeelectiontothelone
LokSabhaseat.“Somesurprises
might be in store. Whether there
is space for national parties, in
absence of two icons, Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa, will be
knownnow,”saidAssociateProfessor C Lakshmanan, Madras
InstituteofDevelopmentStudies.

ASSAM + MANIPUR

Will citizenship bill
row hurt the NDA?
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: Six constituencies in

the Northeast — five in Assam
and one in Manipur — will vote
onThursdayinthesecondphase
oftheLokSabhaelections.InTripura East, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has deferred
pollingtothethirdphaseonApril
23, citing law and order issues.
As many as 50 candidates are
infrayforfiveLokSabhaseats—
Mangaldoi, Nawgong, Autonomous District, Silchar and Karimganj — in Assam. Eleven are
running for election from the
Inner Manipur constituency.
The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) won Mangaldoi and
Nawgongin2014,butbothsitting
MPs have been dropped from by
the party. The Congress won Silchar and Autonomous District
andBadruddinAjmal’sAllIndia
United Democratic Front
(AIUDF) won Karimganj.
InSilchar,sittingMPandchief
of All India Mahila Congress
SushmitaDevislockedinatough
fightwithRajdeepRoy, BJPcandidate who is banking on the
party’s push for the Citizenship

(Amendment) Bill to get him
votes in the Bengali-dominated
Hindu majority constituency.
Elsewhere in Assam, the bill
has triggered massive protests.
TheCitizenshipAmendmentBill
(CAB) would enable minorities
from Muslim-majority Afghanistan,BangladeshandPakistanto
getIndiancitizenship,prompting
concernamongAssamesegroups
thatitmayopenthefloodgatesfor
HindusinBangladeshtomoveto
Assam,puttingpressureonlocal
resources and jobs.
The absence of an AIUDF candidatehas made it a straightcontestbetweenCongressandBJPin
theconstituency,whereMuslims
account for more than 35% of the
electorate, according to some
estimates. The absence of an
AIUDF candidate in Nawgong
and Mangaldoi, too, could translate into trouble for BJP because
the Muslim votes may go to the
Congress in a straight contest .
In Inner Manipur, where violent protests broke out over the
CABinJanuary,theBJPishopeful of winning the seat riding on
popularityofthe22MLAsithasin
the constituency which consists
of 32 Assembly segments.

Test for RJD-Cong
to ensure vote
consolidation
HT Correspondent
n

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Five of Bihar’s 40 seats

would go to the polls in the second phase of Lok Sabha elections on Thursday.
Over 86 lakh people are eligible to vote while 68 candidates
are in the fray in Kishanganj,
Bhagalpur, Purnea, Katihar
and Banka seats.
The Congress, which is contesting the polls in alliance with
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD),
has focused on three of the five
seats.
Rahul Gandhi, the Congress
chief, addressed two rallies in
Purnea and Katihar in the past
few months.

HD Deve Gowda

date.DeveGowdahimselfwillcontestfromTumakuru.Othersignificant contenders include former
union minister KH Muniyappa,
who is attempting an eighth consecutive victory from Kolar, a
ScheduledCastereservedseat.
Searches by the Income Tax
(I-T) departmentacrossthe state
caused acrimony among coalitionleaders,whostagedaprotest
on March 28 alleging that they
were being targeted.
According to the Election

Round 2 of Lok Sabha elections at a glance

5 seats, 35 candidates,
7.6 million voters

95 seats in 11 states and 1 Union Territory

Big test for Naveen
as focus shifts to
western Odisha
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CHENNAI: A day before Tamil

Nadu goes to the polls, officials
from the income tax (I-T)
department and the Election
Commission’s flying squad
raided three places in Tamil
Nadu, including the premises of
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra
Kazhagam
(AIADMK) and the Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam

00

BHUBANESHWAR:Odisha chief min-

n
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KOLKATA:Of the three West Bengal

constituencies going to the polls
in the second phase on Thursday, the battle for Darjeeling, in
north Bengal, is the most politically significant. The other two
seats are Jalpaiguri, also in
north Bengal, and Raiganj in
Uttar Dinajpur.
In the 2014 general elections, S
S Ahluwalia of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) won Darjeeling, Md Salim of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) won Raiganj, while Bijoy Chandra Bauman of Trinamool Congress
(TMC) won Jalpaiguri.
This time, four hill-based parties — Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM)ledbyBimalGurung,Gorkha National Liberation Front,
Communist Party of Revolutionary Marxists and a faction of
Akhil Bharat Gorkha League —
have rallied around the BJP candidate Raju Singh Bista, who will
takeonTMC’sAmarSinghRaiin
Darjeeling.
These parties are trying to
revive the demand for “political
and administrative separation”
from Bengal, which chief minister Mamata Banerjee has vowed
to prevent.

Assam
05 05 14

Bihar
05 04 40

letters@hindustantimes.com

Raiganj is one of Bengal’s
trickiest constituencies, where
analysts claim, anyone with 30%
of the vote can hope to win.
Deepa Dasmunsi, the Congress
candidate whom CPI(M)’s Md
Salim edged out in 2014, is back
to avenge her defeat. The BJP –
its candidate is Debasree Chaudhuri — has tried to polarise voters by highlighting the deaths of
two young men in police firing in
front of Daribhit School in Islampur in September 2018 while protesting the appointment of an
Urdu teacher. From the TMC,
Kanaia Lal Agarwal is in the
fray.
In Jalpaiguri, the fight is
mainly between TMC’s Bijoy
Chandra Barman andBJP’s Jayanta Ray. Interestingly, both
parties are claiming credit for
the circuit bench of the Calcutta
high court that was inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in February.
“If polling is peaceful and fair,
it will be difficult for Trinamool
Congress to win any of the three
seats. It will also be a challenge
for the ruling party to keep its
workers in check so that they
don’t indulge in violence,” said
Amal Mukhopadhyay, a teacher
of political science and former
principal of Presidency College.

UTTAR PRADESH
8 seats, 85 candidates, 14 million voters

BJP looks to retain
key heartland seats

ister Naveen Patnaik faces his
day of reckoning on Thursday
when voters turn out to exercise
their franchise in both assembly
constituencies he is contesting
— Hinjili in Ganjam district (his
home turf) and Bijepur in Bargarh (for the first time).
On Thursday, five of Odisha’s
21 Lok Sabha constituencies and
35 of 147 assembly seats will head
to polls simultaneously.
While four LS (28 assembly)
seats went to polls in the first
phase, the remaining 12 (and 84
assembly seats) will vote on
April 23 and 29.
“Patnaik has taken on the
challenge from the Bhartiya
Janta Party (BJP), knowing that
the saffron party did well at panchayat polls in Bargarh. If he can
stem the tide there, it will not be
difficult for his BJD to stop the
BJP in the other constituencies
too,” said SP Dash, professor of
political science at Sambalpur
university.

Manipur
01 01 02
Odisha
05 04 21

Maharashtra
10 07 48

Chhattisgarh
03 01 11
Karnataka
14 00 28

Puducherry
01 00 01
Tamil Nadu**
38 00 39
*Polling in Anantnag PC will be held in 3 phases; **Polling in Vellore has been rescinded
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MEERUT/AGRA: Eightseatswillgoto
the polls in the second phase of
the national elections in Uttar
Pradesh on Thursday.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)sweptbacktopowerin2014
onthebackofitsperformancesin
western and northern Indian
states like Uttar Pradesh, where
it won 71 out of 80 seats. The 71
included the eight seats —
Nagina, Amroha, Bulandshahr,
Aligarh,Hathras,Mathura,Agra
andFatehpurSikri—wherepolling would be held on Thursday.
TheBJP’sBholaSinghisagain
in the fray from Bulandshahr,
where he defeated Bahujan

Samaj Party (BSP)’s Pradeep
Kumar Jatav by over 400,000
votes in 2014.
The BJP is now up against a
united Opposition in form of the
Samajwadi Party (SP), BSP and
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) alliance. In Fatehpur Sikri, BJP’s
Choudhary Babulal had polled
44.06% of votes in 2014 while the
BSP,SPandRLDgot50.72%,contesting separately.
The BJP has denied tickets to
MPs from Agra, Fatehpur Sikri
and Hathras, but has retained
fiveothersincludingactorHema
Malini (Mathura) and Satish
Gautam (Aligarh). It has fielded
Raj Kumar Chahar from FatehpurSikriagainstCongressleader
Raj Babbar.

CHHATTISGARH

10 seats, 179 candidates, 18.5 million voters

3 seats, 36 candidates, 4.9 million voters

Long-running drought, farm crisis main issues Parties face changing
Surendra P Gangan
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BEED/OSMANABAD:Polling will be

held for 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra’sMarathwada and
Vidarbha regions on Thursday
amid a growing water crisis.
The government declared 90%
of villages in Marathwada’s
eight districts drought-hit last
November and December.
Over 60% of villages are facing drought in three Vidarbha
districts of Akola, Amravati and
Buldhana, which are among the
constituencies going to polls in
the second phase of the general
elections.
Amongthemaincandidatesin
the fray are former Maharashtra
chief ministers and Congress
leaders Ashok Chavan (Nanded)
and Sushilkumar Shinde (Solapur), Dr BR Ambedkar’s grandsonPrakashAmbedkar(Solapur

and Akola) and former union
minister Gopinath Munde’s
daughter and sitting MP Pritam
Munde (Beed).
Maharashtra has the most
seats, 48, after Uttar Pradesh
(80). The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) won 23 seats while Shiv
Senawon18inthelastLokSabha
polls in the state.
The Congress and the Nationalist Congress Party won six
between them.
Bhagwat Pawar, 75, a farmer,
said he has not yet decided whom
to vote for even as he attended
PrimeMinister Narendra Modi’s
rally in Osmanbad last week.
His priority remains how to
deal with drought. “I have seen
the 1972 drought when we had
water but no food.
[During] recent droughts
from 2012 to 2014, there was a
scarcity of water. But it is worse
than that. Almost all of us own

n

Around 90% villages in Marathwada and over 60% Vidarbha are
SATISH BATE/ HT FILE
facing a dought.

land, but do not have water…
how are we going to sustain until
it rains?”
Residents say water sources
are rapidly drying up. “We wake

up at 4 am to ensure maximum
water is fetched from a public
bore well. We get a couple of pots
of water after waiting for 4-5
hours,” said Anita Munjal, 45, a

After Kanimozhi, raids on AIADMK, AMMK
M Manikandan

00
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MAHARASHTRA

BIHAR
5 seats, 68 candidates,
8.6 million voters

BENGALURU:Fourteen Karnataka
Lok Sabha seats will go to the
polls on Thursday, with the
state’s ruling Congress-Janata
Dal (Secular) coalition posing a
challenge to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Voting in the
remaining 14 Lok Sabha seats
will take place on April 23.
The BJP has won more than
half the Lok Sabha seats in Karnataka in each of the last three
general elections.
InMandya,ChiefMinisterHD
Kumaraswamy’s son, Nikhil, is
battlingagainstindependentcandidatebackedbytheBJP,Sumalatha, who is the widow of the late
filmactorandformerUnionminister Ambareesh.
Another grandson of former
Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda,
PrajwalRevanna,iscontestingthe
Hassan seat as the JD (S) candi-

ODISHA

6 seats, 61 candidates, 7.8 million voters

Commission,around~16crorein
cash hadbeenseizedby its flying
squadsandabout~15crorebythe
I-T department until Tuesday.
Controversy has also been in
evidence in the BJP camp, especiallyintheBengaluruSouthconstituency, where the party’s centralleadershippicked28-year-old
lawyerTejasviSuryaasitscandidate, overlooking the state unit’s
choice of Tejaswini Ananth
Kumar, the widow of late Union
ministerHNAnanthKumar.
Political analyst Narendar
Pani, who is a faculty at the
National Institute of Advanced
Studies, said there was really no
overarchingthemeinthestatein
the current elections.
“It is really 14 very different
elections, where there are no
overlaps even between neighbouringconstituencies,”hesaid.
“Itisjustaquestionofverylocalised factors that will determine
the final outcome,” he added.
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(AMMK), on Wednesday.
The raids came a day after I-T
and EC officials raided the office
and residence of senior Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
leader Kanimozhi in Thoothukudi. Police detained five
AMMK workers for stopping
officials from going into the
party office in Theni district’s
Andipatti, where a bypoll is
scheduled on Thursday. The
raid began late on Tuesday and
ended in the early hours of

Wednesday.
“After we got information
that a huge amount of unaccounted cash has been kept in a
shop owned by an AMMK
worker, we raided it. During the
nine-hour-long raid, the I-T
department seized the cash
packed in 92 covers,” said Pallavi Baldev, returning officer
and Theni district collector. I-T
department’s director general
(investigations) B Murali
Kumar said, “Sworn statement

of the person present in the
premises was recorded and he
said ~2 crore in cash was
brought in there for distribution
to voters in the Andipatti panchayat union area on April 16.”
“When I-T and EC officials
tried to access the premises, a
gang blocked them. A few also
tried for run-away with cash
bundles. Therefore, the police
force which accompanied the
officials opened fire in the air as
a precautionary measure,” Bal-

dev said. No one was injured in
the firing. A detailed report has
been sent to EC and I-T department in New Delhi, she added.
The AMMK’s Andipatti bypoll
candidate, K Jayakumar,
denied the charge and said the
cash was seized from an
AIADMK office.
Later in the day, the EC flying
squad searched the AIADMK
election office at ward number
82 in souther Tamil Nadu’s Madurai city.

resident of Mardi village.Ashok
Tangade, who works for Jagar
Pratisthan, an NGO, said no
party is talking about the issue
and none has done anything significant for the drought-prone
district.
YR Jadhav, a former advisor
to the Maharashtra Water
Resources Regulatory Authority, said the voters in the rural
areas are in distress and do not
have sufficient money to make
ends meet. “
They do not have the luxury of
comparing the [performances of
the] incumbent and previous
governments before voting.
The resentment is expressed
through votes and it could go
against the ruling party [BJP].”
Vidarbha-based farm expert,
Vijay Jawandhiya, said most
elections are fought on the lines
of caste and creed and not the
real issues.

caste allegiances
HT Correspondent
n
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RAJNANDGAON:Three Parliamen-

tary constituencies in ChhattisgarhwillgotopollsonApril18,in
thesecondphaseoftheLokSabha
elections:Rajnandgaon,Mahasamund, and Kanker. Bastar had
gone to polls on April 11.
Rajnandgaon is no longer
expected to be a cakewalk for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which has fielded Santosh Pandey, a Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sanghfunctionary,insteadofthe
morepopularformerchiefminister, Raman Singh, or his son, sitting MP, Abhishek Singh. Congress has fielded former MLA
BholaramSahu—theSahucommunity constitutes about 23% of
the votes. Maoist affected

Kanker, is a Scheduled Tribe
reserved Lok Sabha seat. The
main issue in Mahasamund, an
Other Backward Caste-dominated constituency is agrarian
distress.Congressfieldedformer
statepresidentDhanendraSahu,
while the BJP has fielded former
MLAChunnilalSahu.Inthe2018
assemblypolls,inwhichtheCongressendedtheBJP’s15-yearold
rule, the Sahus had largely
favouredtheCongress.TheBJP,
however, is relying on the Prime
MinisterNarendraModi’spopularity.“Thistimeeverythinghas
changed. Kurmis, Sahus, and
Yadavs shifted from BJP to Congress.Henceit willinterestingto
watch two Sahus fighting in
Mahasmund,” said Ashok
Tomar, a Raipur-based political
commentator.

P O L L C O D E V I O L AT I O N

Twitter deletes Yogi, Giriraj tweets
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Twitter has started

taking down tweets of politicians
like Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Yogi Adityanath, union minister
Giriraj Singh, Shiromani Akali
Dal MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa
and Bharatiya Janata Party’s IT
cell head Amit Malviya, among
others, as they violate the model
code of conduct in force during

the ongoing Lok Sabha elections.
According to an Election
Commission (EC) official, the EC
had directed the microblogging
platform to take down some
tweets that do not conform to the
model code.
“Twitter has informed us that
action has been taken,” the official said.
Two tweets dated April 5 have
been withheld in response to
legal demands as per Aditya-

nath’s Twitter timeline. Adityanath’s tweets referred to the
Muslim league as a “green
virus”.
Media reports suggest a total
of 34 tweets from 31 handles have
been withheld. The action comes
days after the EC drew flak from
the Supreme Court for failing to
rein in politicians who had been
making controversial statements. Neither EC nor Twitter
verified this independently.
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PEOPLE SHOULD PROPAGATE AND PRACTISE PEACE AS IT IS A PREREQUISITE FOR
PROGRESS. PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE IS THE NEED OF THE HOUR...

> VENKAIAH NAIDU, Vice-President

Masood Azhar case moving
towards settlement: China
STAND Asks US not to push through resolution on his listing, says discussions are underway
Sutirtho Patranobis
n

THE US HAD ON MARCH
27 CIRCULATED A DRAFT
RESOLUTION WITHIN THE
15-MEMBER UNSC TO
LIST THE JEM CHIEF

spatranobis@htlive.com

BEIJING:China on Wednesday said

the issue of designating Pakistanbased Jaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar as a global terrorist at the UN was moving towards
a “settlement”, and asked the US
not to push through a resolution
to list him at the UN Security
Council.
The foreign ministry also
rejected reports that the US, the
UK and France had asked China
to lift its “technical hold” on the
listing of Azhar as a terrorist at
the UN’s Islamic State and
al-Qaeda Sanction Committee by
April 23, failing which the three
nations will formally move the
resolution for discussion, voting
and passage at the UNSC.
“On the issue of the listing of
Masood Azhar, China’s position
remains unchanged. We are also
having communication with relevant parties and the matter is
moving towards the direction of
settlement,” foreign ministry
spokesperson Lu Kang told a regular news briefing.
Responding to a question on
the US move, Lu said: “Regarding
what you said, relevant parties

n

Masood Azhar

are forcing a new resolution
through the Security Council. We
firmly oppose that.
“In relevant discussions, most
members expressed that this
issue should be discussed within
the 1267 Committee and they
don’t hope to bypass the 1267
Committee to handle the issue,”
Lu said, using another name to
refer to UN sanctions committee.
In an article in the Chinese
embassy’s official magazine,
China’s ambassador to India, Luo
Zhaohui, had said his country
“attaches importance” to India’s
concerns related to the listing of
Azhar and will strengthen communication to find a “proper solution”. Angered by China’s blocking of efforts to designate Azhar
as a global terrorist for the fourth
time on March 13, the US had on

March 27 circulated a draft resolution within the 15-member
UNSC to list the JeM chief.
The three countries are hoping
to increase pressure on China as
the introduction of a resolution at
the Security Council will lead to
an open debate and Beijing will be
forced to explain why it has been
shielding the head of a designated
terror group, apparently at the
behest of Islamabad.
Lu added China hopes the “relevant country can respect opinions of most members of Security
Council to act in a cooperative
manner and to help resolve this
issue properly within the framework of the 1267 Committee”.
He added, “The matter is now
moving in the direction of the settlement. As to the specifics for the
discussion in the 1267 Committee,
there are clear procedures and
regulations regarding the UN
Security Council and its subsidi-

ary bodies. We think members
should follow and abide by such
procedures,” he said.
Asked if Beijing had been set a
deadline of April 23 to lift the hold
on the move to designate Azhar at
the 1267 Committee, Lu said: “I
don’t know from where you get
such information, but the Security Council and its subsidiary
bodies like the 1267 Committee,
they have clear rules of procedures and you have to seek clarification from those sources.
“China’s position is very clear.
This issue should be resolved
through cooperation and we
don’t believe that any efforts
without consensus of most members will achieve satisfying
results.” While blocking all
moves to designate Azhar at the
UN, China has argued that there
was no consensus on the issue
among member states and there
wasn’t enough evidence against
the JeM head.
The JeM claimed responsibility for the February 14 suicide car
bombing of a bus carrying CRPF
personnel in Pulwama, J&K, that
killed 40 troopers. On February
26, IAF bombed JeM’s main terrorist camp in Pakistan’s Balakot
in reprisal for the terror attack.

CBSE drops five Pragya Thakur to take Feel sorry for
chapters from
on Digvijaya in Bhopal Jet Airways,
Class 10 syllabus
says Mallya
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
HT Correspondent
n
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NEW DELHI: The Central Board of

Secondary Education (CBSE)
has dropped five social science
chapters from the evaluative
portion of class 10 syllabus from
this academic session.
The dropped chapters, including three on political studies and
two on environment, will only be
a part of internal assessment, but
not the final board exam.
The chapters include Challenges to Democracy’ about problems facing the governance system as well as political reforms,
‘Democracy and Diversity’ on
the politics of social divisions,
among others.
“The chapters will be assessed
in the periodic tests, but will not
be evaluated in the board examinations,” the brief attached with
the syllabus sent to all schools
read.
“Yes, the NCERT had made
some changes to its textbooks.
Accordingly, the CBSE has also
made modifications to its syllabus,” a senior CBSE official said.

BHOPAL: Pragya Thakur, one of the

suspects in the 2008 Malegaon
bomb blast case in Maharashtra,
will take on Congress leader Digvijaya Singh as the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candidate in
Bhopal. Former Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan announced her candidacy on Wednesday.
At the state BJP office where
she met top state leaders of the
party, Thakur straightaway
launched an attack on her
would-be electoral opponent.
“Digvijaya Singh had insulted
the Sanatan dharma and saffron
(Bhagwa) colour...I will tell people how I was tortured in the
name of saffron terror,” she said,
calling Singh a “weak candidate”
as a man who “trod the path of
Adharma” could never be strong.
Thakur joined the Bhartiya
Janta Party (BJP) on Wednesday
in the presence of senior leaders -national general secretary (organisation) Ram Lal, national vicepresidents Prabhat Jha and
Chouhan, state BJP vice-president Vijesh Lunawat and general
secretary (organisation) Suhash

n

n

Pragya Thakur

Bhagat.
Thakur’s candidacy in Bhopal
was pushed by the BJP leadership in New Delhi as she is seen to
represent hard Hindutva, party
functionaries said on condition of
anonymity.
“Sadhvi’s presence as a candidate will not only help the party in
Bhopal but in other parts of the
country. Her statements may
help the party push its Hindutva
agenda during the elections,” a
senior BJP leader said.
A resident of Bhind district,
Thakur was an accused in the
Sunil Joshi murder case in Madhya Pradesh besides the Malegaon bomb blast in Maharashtra.
Joshi, an RSS worker, was shot
dead in December 2007.

Gadchiroli oral cancer rates
highest in country: Study
Sadaguru Pandit
n

sadaguru.pandit@htlive.com

MUMBAI:A first-of-its-kind cancer

registry has found that the district of Gadchiroli in Maharashtra reports over 600 cases of cancer every year, a large percentage
of which is oral cancer. According to the Population-Based Cancer Registry (PBCR), in 2015-16,
Gadchiroli recorded the highest
incidence of oral cancer cases in
the country.
The PBCR aims to understand
the epidemiology of cancer in a
tribal population, living in Gadchiroli, one of the most backward
regions of India. The study is a
joint initiative by Tata Memorial
Hospital (TMH) and Dr Abhay
Bang’s Society for Education,
Action and Research in Community Health (SEARCH).
It found that the incidence rate

of oral cancer in Gadchiroli was
12 cases per one lakh population
in women and 20 cases per one
lakh in men in the year 2015-16,
which was the highest in the
country. The district reports over
600 cases of cancer every year
with 40% of all cancers in men
and 20% among women identified
as oral cancers. Nationally, the
prevalence of oral cancer is about
10-12% of all cancer cases.
“Oral cancer was the second
leading cancer among women
after cervical cancer, which is
highly unexpected. Fifty per cent
of cancers among males and 30%
among females were tobacco-related,” said Dr Yogesh Kalkonde,
co-principal investigator and
rural chronic non-communicable diseases incharge, SEARCH.
Dr Kalkonde said they conducted a house-to-house survey
to screen cancer cases and causes

of death and collected cancer
prevalence data through hospitals in and around Gadchiroli to
create the PBCR.
The PBCR was initiated after a
SEARCH study found that 50.4%
of Gadchiroli’s population were
tobacco users.
Dr Abhay Bang, director of
SEARCH, said tobacco has
emerged as a key public health
problem in Gadchiroli.
“The major cause of worry is a
mixture of tobacco and flavoured
betel nuts known as kharra or
mawa consumed by women, men
and children alike. While in
urban or rural population, we
have televisions, newspapers or
the internet to create awareness
about tobacco-related cancers,
even pictorial warnings don’t do
any good in tribal areas,” said Dr
Pankaj Chaturvedi, head, head
and neck cancer division, TMH.
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How BJP plans to counter
the caste arithmetic in UP
Smriti Kak Ramachandran
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

MATHURA/NEWDELHI: After the first

round of elections in Uttar Pradesh, where the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is facing a united
challenge from the state’s two
main opposition groups, the
party has redoubled efforts to
reach out to Dalit and Other
Backward Class electorates to
drive home the message that it
does not differentiate between
voters on the basis of caste.
This, according to people
aware of the development, is
being done to counter the caste
arithmetic of the coalition of the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and
the Samajwadi Party (SP), arch
rivals-turned-allies, which are
counting on the support of Dalits,
OBCs and minorities. They also
have another partner in Ajit
Singh’s Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
in a state where caste faultlines
run deep.
Ahead of Thursday’s second
phase of polling in Agra, Aligarh,
Amroha, Bulandshahr, Fatehpur
Sikri, Hathras, Mathura and
Nagina; cadre of the BJP and footsoldiers of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), its ideological mentor, have been visiting
households, particularly in Dalitand OBC-dominated areas, to talk
about the “inclusivity” of central
schemes such as the Ujjwala
Yojna and Jan Dhan.
Under Ujjawala, the BJP-led
government at the Centre is offering free gas connections to poor
households. Jan Dhan is aimed at
promoting financial inclusion, to
ensure that every household has
a bank account and access to
basic financial services.
Contact programmes have

15-YEAR-OLD
GANG-RAPED
IN MUMBAI
SUBURB
n

n

To defuse anger over the slow delivery or non-delivery of welfare
schemes, the RSS has suggested increasing door-to-door contact
ARUN SHARMA/HT FILE
programmes.

intensified following feedback
from the RSS after the April 11
first phase of elections, where the
overall polling percentage dipped
from 2014’s 66.52% to 63.69%.
While the BJP is counting the
220 million beneficiaries of its
various schemes as a pan-India
vote bank; the RSS is learnt to
have cautioned the party that a
dip in the voter turnout could
lower its chances of winning. In
2014, the party won 71 of the 80
Lok Sabha seats in UP.
The Sangh’s message to the
BJP is to take the message of
inclusivity to far- flung and even
sparsely populated villages. “We
have been given the instruction
to knock on every door,” said a
volunteer of the RSS on condition
of anonymity.
“The BJP faces a challenge in
several key seats from the Jatdominated RLD, the Dalit-centric
politics of the Bahujan Samaj
Party and the Yadav- and Muslim-dominated politics of the SP.
In such a scenario it has to show
the voters how selection on the

basis of caste will be a wrong
choice,” said a senior RSS functionary in Mathura on condition
of anonymity.
In Mathura, where the BJP is
eyeing half of the 20% OBC vote
share and half of the 20% Jat vote
share, the party has to assuage
the anger of the farmers and tradinc community.
Even as it has promised to double farm incomes by 2022 and
claims to have increased the minimum support price of crops to 1.5
times the cost of production,
farmers across the state are
unhappy over unpaid dues for
sugarcane and having to sell
their produce in the open market.
In Mathura, for instance,
farmers complain that the government, despite announcing
that it will purchase wheat at
₹1,840 per quintal, had not done
so. “They said all purchases will
be done by April 1; they have not
even begun and we are being
forced to sell in the open market
for ₹1,600 per quintal,” a farmer in
Mathura said.
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MUMBAI: A 15-year-old was allegedly gang-raped by two unidentified men, after they tied her
16-year-old male friend to a
mango tree behind a school in
Mumbai’s Virar suburb on
Monday night.
No arrest had been made till
the time of going to press on
Wednesday.
The teenager, police said, had
stepped out of her house around
8 pm to meet a cousin.
On the way, she met her
friend, a Class 10 student, who
offered to escort her to the relative’s house.
While they were passing by a
school in the area, two men
accosted them and dragged both
to an isolated spot, where they
punched the boy and tied him to
a tree.
“They raped the girl in front
of the boy. They threatened
them of dire consequences if
they reported the incident to the
police,” said Renuka Bagde,
deputy superintendent of
police, Virar.
The teenager broke down in
front of her father on Wednesday morning, after which a
police complaint was lodged.
“We have registered a case
under sections 376(D) (gangrape), 323(causing hurt) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
also sections 4, 6 of POCSO Act,”
said Bagde. “The girl was sent
for medical tests, which have
confirmed rape. She is in a state
of shock. We will take help of her
friend to identify the accused.”

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Fugitive liquor baron
Vijay Mallya took to Twitter on
Wednesday to sympathise with
the financially strapped Jet Airways and its promoters, wondering why “so many airlines” had
run aground in India.
Mallya, who was chairman of
the now defunct Kingfisher Airlines (KFA), is facing extradition
to India on charges of financial
irregularities amounting to over
~9,000 crore, including loans
given by banks to KFA, which
closed operations in 2012.
“Even though Jet was a major
competitor to Kingfisher at the
time I feel sorry to see such a large
private airline on the brink of failure when Government used 35k
crores of public funds to bail out
Air India. Just being a PSU is no
excuse for discrimination,” he
tweeted.
Stating that he invested
“hugely” in KFA, he continued:
“True, Kingfisher borrowed from
PSU Banks as well. I have offered
to pay back 100 percent but am
being criminally charged
instead. Airline Karma?” In earlier tweets too, he had claimed
that he offered to repay all loans.
“Every time I say that I am
willing to pay 100 percent back to
PSU Banks, media say I am
spooked, terrified etc of extradition from the UK to India. I am
willing to pay either way whether
I am in London or in an Indian
jail. Why don’t Banks take the
money offered first?”
Mallya went on to express
sympathy for Jet Airways’ promoters Naresh Goyal and Neeta
Goyal who, he wrote, built an airline that India should be
“extremely proud of”.

Chau murder: Andaman cops seek US help
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Andaman and
Nicobar police have moved a
local court seeking letters of
request to a US court seeking
their assistance in getting two
American citizens to join the
investigation into John Allen
Chau’s murder in November
last year.
A reclusive and endangered
Sentinelese tribe killed Chau,
an American citizen, when he
ventured onto the forbidden
North Sentinel Island.
“We have approached our
local court. Prima facie, the two
persons appear to have facilitated Chau’s visit to the island.
We want to question them,” said
Andaman and Nicobar police

chief Dependra Pathak.
The North Sentinel Island is
home to the about 40-200 Sentinelese .
Chau had bribed local fishermen to take him near the island
from where he swam across to
the prohibited island. Police
retrieved Chau’s handwritten
notes saying he was going to the
island to introduce Christianity.
Police have registered two
first information reports in the
case.
The first case is related to
Chau’s murder while another is
against him and others for violating Indian laws by entering
the prohibited island.
An officer said that investigations have revealed a 54-yearold woman from Tennessee and

JOHN ALLEN CHAU
WAS KILLED LAST YEAR
AFTER HE ENTERED
THE FORBIDDEN NORTH
SENTINEL ISLAND
a 25-year-old man from Colorado had come to Andaman and
held meetings with Chau
between November 5 and 10 in
Port Blair.
“The two were from ALL
NATIONS, a group set up to
build churches in the remote
corners of the world.
We have handwritten notes of
Chau, where he has made the
mention of the two US nationals.
One of the arrested persons,

Alexander has also confirmed
the two American citizens were
part of the meetings held at
Alexander’s house to discuss
Chau’s visit.” HT emailed ALL
NATIONS seeking a comment.
But until late Wednesday night,
there was no response.
Another officer privy to the
investigation, who did not wish
to be named, said their investigation revealed the two left
Andaman on November 10 a day
before Chau’s first trip to the
island.
“Chau’s plan was to go on
November 11 but it was postponed because of a cyclone.
We suspect that there were
many others from ALL
NATIONS who knew and helped
Chau violate laws and enter the
forbidden island.”
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trickle-upeffect

Timetoreininthe
taxauthorities Attract more talent to public health
ASHOK ALEXANDER

The flurry of raids has dented
the credibility of the agencies

T

here are three rational explanations for the unprecedented wave of tax raids and action from investigation agencies against prominent leaders of the opposition parties.One, this is just taxmen and investigation agencies doing their

job on the basis of tip-offs (from reliable

ourtake

sources and which seem substantive),
and there is nothing untoward about them. Two, it is someone in
the tax department or the agencies trying to curry favour with
the establishment of the day in the hope that it will be voted back
to power and remember their service gratefully. Three, it is the
government of the day, acting against its political opponents in

election season in the hope that it will disrupt the opponents’
plans.
In the most egregious case of them all, a raid on Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader Kanimozhi’s house a day before the
Tamil Nadu polls turned up nothing at all.
If it is the first (and only a charitable explanation would
ascribe the wave of raids to that), then the timing is strange. As

It’s hard to get people to take on rural service but
this issue can be resolved if it is made mandatory

I

am sometimes asked, “What really is
public health?” The term refers to the
health of populations, in contrast to
clinical health, which considers one
patient’swell-being.Publichealthalso
has a larger prevention component —
for example mass immunisation programmes.Ithasmultiplecomponents:disease
surveillance, epidemiology (transmission
routesofdiseases),designingprogrammesfor
scale (supply, demand, advocacy components), monitoring and evaluation, effective
management, financing and more.
India’s polio programme is one of the
world’s great public health successes. Surveillance was precise, household by household,reachingeventheremotestareas.There
wasactiveengagementwiththecommunity,
involving religious leaders. There was creative use of media. Remember Amitabh Bachchan’scatchy“sirfdoboond(justtwodrops)”
appeal delivered in his trademark baritone?
Logisticsforsafedistributionofvaccineswere
carefully worked out. The polio programme
was much more than a techno-medical
campaign.Indeed,itssuccesswasintheseamless coming together of business, social and
medical skills.
Seen from this perspective, India’s public
health system has a problem of too little and
too many. It is well known that there are too

fewdoctorsinruralareas:Oneforover11,000
citizens against the global norm of one for
1000.Ourfocusthisweekisontheaddedproblemthat evenwithin those meagrenumbers,
there are too many doctors, and not enough
specialist managers and social scientists,
especially at the sub-district level. Clinical
doctors valiantly manage everything from
disease surveillance to data reporting and
accounting, and they are often ill-equipped.
Doctors flock to more lucrative private
practice in cities. Newly minted Masters of
Business Administration head for enticing
jobs in business. It is very difficult to get people to take on rural service. The problem can
beresolvedonlyifitismademandatory.Publichealthserviceshouldberequired,without
option, from anyone who has had the benefit
of an education in medicine, social sciences,
business management and engineering. In
2009,theUnionhealth ministerrevealed that
medicalstudentspayannualfeesof~15,000as
against ~3.5 lakh spent on them. The Indian
InstitutesofTechnology (IITs)chargea feeof
~2 lakh against a cost of over ~6 lakh. This is
tax payers’ money. It’s time students paid
back at least a part of their debt to the nation.
Theirdegreesshouldbegivenonlyaftersuch
mandatory service.
Vice president Venkaiah Naidu recently
made astirringcallfor three yearsof manda-

n

India’s polio programme’s success was
in the coming together of business, social
AFP
and medical skills

toryruralservicefordoctors.TamilNaduand
Odishahavehadsomeformofrequiredrural
service for medical students; various other
statesaretakingstepsinthatdirection.Thailand has had such a system since 1972. The
ambit of a medicine course goes beyond
medical skills.
Working at the village level, I ask myself:
“What if frontline data was being collected
thoughtfully, by workers trained in the elements of data sharing and usage? Can we not

havesupervisorswithmanagementtraining,
whoaremoreeffectivewithsuchdataintheir
hands? Why not simple hand-held technologies used to share data between health workers, developed with inputs from the community? And what if adolescent girls worked as
change agents at the village level, guided by
those familiar with the dynamics of social
change?”Allthisandmorearepossible,from
my experience.
Overthelast15years,Ihaveledthesetting
upoflargepublichealthprogrammesinfields
as diverse as HIV and maternal and child
health, with an unusual recruiting strategy.
Iofferpositionstojustasmanypeoplewithno
backgroundinmedicalhealthtospeakof,but
whohavesuperbbusinessanddataanalytical
skills. I do this, convinced that the best marriage is between medical and business skills.
Iknowitworks.Afterall,Istartedoffinpublic
health with a similar profile.
Inelectionseason,politicalpartiesaretalking about devoting more funds to public
health.Perhaps,achunkofthiscouldbekept
forattractingtalent.Fellowshipprogrammes
such as Teach for India, the Gandhi
Fellowship and others run by governments
have shown that quality talent is willing to
stay in the social sector, on acquiring initial
exposure.Overtime,mandatoryruralservice
could be extended to other important causes
such as education, agriculture, livelihoods
and skill development as well.
Ashok Alexander is founder-director of
the Antara Foundation
The views expressed are personal

is the fact that almost all the action has been aimed at leaders of
opposition parties. The Telugu Desam Party, the Trinamool Con-

FATF’s leniency with
Iran could create a
precedent for Pakistan

BEGINAGAIN

gress, the Samajwadi Party, the Bahujan Samaj Party, the
AMMK, the Indian National Congress, apart from the DMK,
have been targeted. No major Bharatiya Janata Party leader, nor
indeed, leaders of any of its allies, have been targeted by the
Income Tax department, the Central Bureau of Investigation, or
the Enforcement Directorate. No Indian parliamentary election
has been preceded by such intense activity of raids and probes

To hold Islamabad accountable, India must ensure Iran
reforms its system by fully enacting its action plan

that have further dented the credibility of the tax department
and the agencies — they have always been perceived as tools the
government of the day uses against its opponents.
If it is the second — none of the agencies are beyond adventur-

TOBY
DERSHOWITZ

ism — the government needs to rein the tax department and the

SERENA
FRECHTER

agencies in. The Election Commission (EC), which seems to have
discovered its teeth and the wide-ranging powers at its command
after censure from the Supreme Court, should also act. Its earlier
directive to the taxman on raids didn’t elicit a positive response
from the revenue department, but that was before the commission discovered its muscle. The EC could, and should, insist that
such action happens only if it is entirely necessary, and assure
itself that there is enough reason. This will ensure that legitimate
raids and investigations — there have been some, even among
the current crop — can continue. This is important, especially
because it is no one’s argument that black money continue to be
used in elections.
And if it is the third, then there’s nothing to be said about it,

§

except that, in politics, what goes around usually comes around.

LateralentryintoIASisa
stepintherightdirection
Still,variousmeasuresareneededto
improvepolicymakingandgovernance

L

ast week, the Union government announced the names
of nine private sector specialists who have been selected
for appointment as joint secretaries in central government departments. This decision to induct outsiders

into the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) is being hailed as a
revolutionary step by the BJP government. But this is not the
first time that lateral entrants have been inducted in senior positions in the government: Before these appointments, there was
Manmohan Singh, Bimal Jalan and Nandan Nilekani to name a
few. In fact, the idea itself is not too new: the second Administrative Reforms Commission (2005) recommended infusion of new
blood into the system. The government has been keen on lateral
entrants for two reasons: One, to shake up the existing system,
and second, the growing need for specialists in decision making.
While many have criticised the step, there is nothing wrong in
inducting new people into the system.
But if the State is serious about improving the policymaking
and governance, it has to address other fundamental issues: how
to give career bureaucrats chances to specialise and at what
level; how to stop frequent transfers; how to improve the quality
of lower-level bureaucracy, how to ensure that IAS officers also
have industry experience, and, more importantly, how to shelter
the officers from political interference. Without these changes,
the experiment will just remain just that — an experiment.

n

The burning spire on the roof of the Notre-Dame Cathedral, Paris, April 15. More than
a church has fallen. In a way, Notre Dame is the soul of humanity itself, and a piece of
REUTERS
that humanity has now been scarred

Notre Dame reminds us of
the fragility of our history
The lesson it teaches us is we, together, are creators of
beauty. Time is the architect, but people are the masons
BERNARD-HENRILÉVY
PROJECT SYNDICATE

A

s I write this from Berlin, I am prostrate before the images of fire, devastation, and ash engulfing NotreDame de Paris – Our Lady of Paris.
She is a treasure of civilisation, both for
those who believe in heaven and for those
who do not. She represents the Europe of
beauty, of holy hopes, of greatness and gentility. Like you, like everyone, I am heartbroken.
The tragedy invokes a slew of memories.
Victor Hugo’s immortalisation of the cathedral in The Hunchback of Notre Dame, of
course, comes to mind. So, too, does the
verse of Louis Aragon:
“Nothing is as strong, not fire, not lightning,
As my Paris defying danger
Nothing is as beautiful as this Paris of
mine.”
One also recalls an opening line from
Baudelaire: “I am beautiful, O mortals, like
a dream in stone.” It was not written about
Notre Dame, but it certainly could have
been.
The memories extend well beyond the
written word. The cathedral itself has borne
witness to centuries of French history,
including episodes that are now the stuff of
legend. It has stood with France through its
mystic knighthood, in its glory and in its
gloom. I think of the mass in celebration of
Paris’s liberation in 1944, and of a younger
sister’s conversion there. I weep with her, as
I weep with all Christians who have had to
watch their visible church go up in smoke,
the plume perhaps taking a part of their
invisible church with it.
The next morning, I think of Notre Dame
as the France of the Resistance. She embodies the Gothic holiness and tranquillity of
the Seine. She is faith and beauty made manifest. And, of course, the words of Hugo and
Aragon are still there, dancing in my insomniac head. I ask myself how I will face the
day. How will we face tomorrow? Hugo supplies the answer: “Time is the architect, but
the people are the mason.”
For a Parisian, it is torture to see the

looped images of the city’s heart being
gripped by the violence of the flames. More
than a church has fallen. In a way, Notre
Dame is the soul of humanity itself, and a
piece of that humanity has now been
scarred.
We Parisians believed our venerable lady
to be immortal. Yet there she slumps,
wounded and helpless against fate, as were
we all while watching the inferno. Yet in the
wake of those sorrowful images has come a
wave of fellow feeling. Italians, Swedes,
Irish, Spaniards, Chinese, Algerians – all
have joined in communion with the people
of France. As after an attack, all are saying,
“Je suis Paris.”
Finally, in burning, Notre Dame reminds
us of the fragility of our history and heritage, of the precariousness of what we have
built, and of the finite nature of millennial
Europe, homeland of the arts, to which
Notre Dame is one of the loftiest testaments.
Looking ahead, what are we to think?
What should we do? We must hope that
Notre Dame’s sacrifice will awaken slumbering consciences; that, through this disaster, people will realise that Europe is Notre
Dame writ large.
More than a political union, it is a great
work of art, a brilliant bastion of shared
intelligence, but also home to an endangered legacy.
That legacy is too important to lose. We
cannot allow pyromaniacs to divide the people of Europe. We must remember that we,
together, are builders of temples and palaces, creators of beauty. That is the lesson of
Notre Dame in this Holy Week.
French president Emmanuel Macron,
who for two years has appealed for unity in
rebuilding Europe, now is appealing for
unity in rebuilding Notre Dame. Together,
we must restore the heart of France.
My literary review, La Règle du Jeu, will
contribute to the national fund for that purpose. I urge all readers to do the same. We
the people are the masons.
Bernard-Henri Lévy is one of the founders of the
“Nouveaux Philosophes” (New Philosophers) movement. He is the author, most recently, of The Empire
and the Five Kings
The views expressed are personal
Project Syndicate
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akistan has long faced accusations
that its government either is complicit with or looks the other way
when it comes to terror organisations that operate on its soil. Pakistan has
just one more month to demonstrate to the
FinancialActionTaskForce(FATF)andits
associate regional body, the Asian Pacific
Group(APG)thatithasundertakenthenecessary steps to address its terror financingrelated deficiencies by the May deadline.
ThoughFATFwillultimatelyjudgePakistan on technical grounds, India plays an
influential role in FATF’s assessment of
Pakistan’s terror finance regime, as it
serves as co-chair of the APG Joint Group.
TheAPGmakesrecommendationstoFATF
regarding the progress of its members.
As Pakistan seeks to undermine India’s
role in the review process, how can India
ensure FATF holds Pakistan to account
untilitmakesthenecessaryreforms?India
has pushed FATF to clamp down on Pakistan’s terrorism ties, but has not shown the
same urgency when it comes to Iran.
FATFistheglobalbodydevotedtosetting
standardsforcombatingmoneylaundering
andterrorfinancing.FATFidentifiescountries that donot have sufficient regulations
in place to counter money laundering and
terror financing and places them on one of
its two high-risk public documents.
The “grey list” comprises monitored
jurisdictions,forwhichFATF“encourages
itsmemberstoconsiderthemoneylaunderingandterrorfinancerisksarisingfromthe
strategicdeficienciesofthesejurisdictions.”
Grey listed countries have the opportunity
toreformtheirsystemsthroughthecompletion of an action plan.
Those that fail to improve their policies
maybemovedtothe“blacklist”ofhigh-risk
jurisdictions and could be subject to countermeasures,suchasprohibitingtheestablishment of branches of foreign banks in
Pakistan. FATF calls on its members to
apply “enhanced due diligence measures”
on blacklisted nations. Countries on the
blacklist have the opportunity to address
their deficiencies through an action plan.
FATF grey listed Pakistan in 2018 “for
failingtoactagainstLashkar-e-Taiba(LeT)
anditssuspectedpoliticalfront,Jamaat-udDawa.” LeT militants carried out the
November 2008 Mumbai attacks, which
killed over 160 people. Concerned that it
might land on the grey list, Pakistan
renewed its expired ban on Jamaat-udDawadayspriortotheFebruary2019meeting, but this was insufficient.

FATF IDENTIFIES COUNTRIES
THAT DO NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT
REGULATIONS TO COUNTER
TERROR FINANCING AND PLACES
THEM ON ONE OF ITS TWO HIGHRISK PUBLIC DOCUMENTS

InFebruary2019,thePakistan-basedterrorist group Jaish-e-Mohammad claimed
responsibility for a bombing in Kashmir
that killed at least 40 Indian soldiers. At its
triannual plenary, a week after the bombing, FATF noted that Pakistan had only
made “limited progress” on its action plan,
stating Pakistan “does not demonstrate a
proper understanding of terror finance
risks” posed by active terrorist organisations. FATF named the Islamic State,
al-Qaeda, Jamaat-ud-Dawa, Falah-i InsaniatFoundation,LeT,Jaish-e-Mohammad,
the Haqqani Network, and the Taliban as
groupsofconcern.IfPakistandoesnotfully
complete its action plan by October 2019, it
risksbeingmovedtotheblacklist.Pakistan
hasbeenslowtoimplementitsactionitems,
oftenenactinglegislationonlywhenthreatened with being placed on the blacklist. In
early March, the Pakistani government
announced it would crack down on institutionsaffiliatedwithJamaat-ud-Dawa.However, the government made no arrests.
The Pakistani State reportedly supports
HafizSaeed,theemirandfounderofLeTand
Jamaat-ud-Dawa. Moreover, Bill Roggio,
editor of Foundation for Defense of Democracies’ Long War Journal, reports that
many Jamaat-ud-Dawa “charitable fronts
operateinsidePakistan,withtheknowledge
and support of the state.”
Evenaftermajorterrorattacks,Pakistan
failed to take meaningful action to curb
these groups. In the wake of the 2008 Mumbai attacks, Pakistan claimed to detain the
responsible groups’ members and shutter
their offices, yet the offices were soon
reopened and its leaders were released.
AslongasPakistancontinuesitscomplicity with terrorist groups that operate on its
soil,FATFwillbehesitanttoremoveitfrom
thegreylistofmonitoredjurisdictions,and
the market will respond accordingly.
Pakistanisnottheonlycountryundergoing an action plan for its terror financing.
FATF placed Iran on the blacklist for its
insufficientterrorfinancelegislation.Iran’s
financial system is built on deceptive practices,frontcompanies,andfraudulentactivities.Iranagreedtoanactionplantoaddress
its anti-money laundering and terror
financing deficiencies in June 2016. Iran’s
parliamentattimespassedlegislation–usuallywithunacceptableconditionsandloopholes – in the weeks prior to plenaries, hoping to persuade FATF to remove it from its
blacklist. Despite this, FATF has granted
four extensions even though Tehran failed
to complete its reform plan.
FATF’simportancecomesfromitscredibility as a technical organisation that does
notallowpoliticstoinfluencedecision-making.IfpoliticsisallowedtoseepintotheIranrelateddecision-makingprocess,thenitwill
make it that much harder to hold Pakistan
accountable as well.
FATF’s leniency with Iran could set a
precedent for its policy toward Pakistan. If
IndiawantsFATFtoholdPakistanaccountable for its financing of terrorist entities, it
should be at the forefront of ensuring Iran
finally completes its action plan without
conditions and loopholes.
Toby Dershowitz is senior vice president of
government relations and strategy at the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, where Serena Frechter is a
government relations analyst
The views expressed are personal
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INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY - MADRAS

Identity and ideology enter campus politics
BACKLASH Under the gentle hum of its labs, the institution has
been in constant churn since May 2015, when the de-recognition of
the student group Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle made headlines

environment. A first-generation tribal
student who refused to be named
because of fear of discrimination noted
that students from marginalised backgrounds, who came from villages and
regional-medium schools, often found
themselves falling behind the class
because of rudimentary English language skills, and would withdraw from
campus activities and societies owing to
subtle biases. “For many of them, campus activism is not a choice because they
are struggling to survive,” added the student.
APSC currently has just eight active
members, and last December, led a protest against a circular that allegedly
called for separate entry-exit points,
utensils and washing area for vegetarian
and non vegetarian students in the common dining hall. Students said the segregation was reminiscent of the caste system, and the orders were rolled back,
with the administration saying that it
was done by a private caterer and not by
institute policy.

Dhrubo Jyoti
n

letters@hindustantimes.com
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n January this year, as condemnation of the 106th session of the
Indian Science Congress swept
across India -- there were statements by scientists at the Congress
that gravitational waves should be
renamed Narendra Modi waves, stem
cell technology was used in the Hindu
epic Mahabharata, and other such -- a
group of students at the Indian Institute
of technology, Madras decided to take
matters into their hands.
Bothered by what they saw as an erosion of scientific values, the students,
along with some professors, formed a
group on WhatsApp that quickly transformed into a page on Facebook, and
then, a group on campus. On January 25,
the group – now called IITM Students
Against Pseudo Science – held its first
event on the lawns of the main mess hall
on campus.
“We reaffirm that any scientific
knowledge in the public domain should
be verifiable. We uphold the values of
systematic questioning and reform as
the fundamental principles for the
unfolding of true knowledge,” read the
literature on the pamphlets distributed
before the event, which was attended by
about 50 people.
In the following months, the group
repeatedly found itself in the news over
protests against lectures by prominent
speakers, whom the students called proponents of pseudoscience, over statements such as severed fingers that had
the potential to grow back by themselves, that astrology affected a person’s
personality and that the universe was
filled with ether – claims debunked convincingly by science decades ago.
“There’s something wrong in our education system that even after studying
science people believe in astrology. And,
hence, only supporting science is not

IN THE PAST YEAR, THE INSTITUTE
HAS FOUND ITSELF IN THE
NEWS OVER ALLEGATIONS OF
INCREASED SURVEILLANCE,
GROWING CONSERVATISM AND
PSEUDO-SCIENCE, AND VIGILANCE
TEAMS BARGING INTO STUDENT ROOMS

INDIA

TAMIL NADU
IIT Madras

enough and pseudoscience needs to be
attacked and eliminated. An organised
effort is necessary for the same,”
explained Yashodharan Manerikar,
who’s pursuing a MS in physics.
Other members explained that also at
stake was the scientific credibility of an
institution that was recently feted by the
government as India’s top educational
institution.
But this is only one of a crop of new
student groups that have mushroomed
on the campus in the past five years and
transformed student life in the 60-yearinstitute often considered a gold standard in academics.
MANY CONTROVERSIES
Located on the southern fringes of Chennai, the 600-acre IIT-Madras campus
houses around 8,000 students and 16
departments across science, engineering, humanities and management. For a
sprawling campus, visitors are likely to
be struck by how quiet it is.
But underneath the gentle hum of laboratories, the institute is in a state of
churn. It has consistently found itself
embroiled in controversy since May
2015, when the de-recognition of a studentgroup,theAmbedkarPeriyarStudy
Circle (APSC), made national headlines.
APSC was formed by a handful of
engineering and humanities students on
April 14, 2014 – the birth anniversary of
BR Ambedkar – as the successor of a
more loose and informal cohort of students, many from marginalised castes,
who would meet to discuss social issues.

n

Police arrest activists demonstrating outside IIT-Madras after it derecognised the
INDIA TODAY GROUP/GETTY IMAGES
Ambedkar Periyar Students Circle in May 2015.

“Ambedkar and Periyar were two
people who fought for basic rights and
we felt their perspective is important to
bring into campus. So we organised lectures, discussion groups on the relevance of their ideologies and anti-caste
politics,” explained Arjun, a PhD student of engineering.
The backlash was swift. In a campus
that prides itself on academic achievements and where students from scheduled caste or tribe backgrounds often
complain of hostility, many saw the
APSC as divisive and bringing in political ideology antithetical to scientific
excellence.
“Many students are hostile to APSC,
and we would get very few members of B
Tech, who thought whatever we discussed was bad and unnecessary, especially in bringing up caste,” Arjun
added.
In May 2015 APSC was derecognized
by the institute following an anonymous
complaint that said the group was trying
to make students critical of the central
government. The administration ini-

tially said that the group had flouted
norms but after a two-week tussle,
revoked its decision.
In June 2017, APSC found itself back
in the news again. After the central government banned the sale of cattle for
slaughter at animal markets, members
of the group participated in a beef festival on campus. The event, attended by
around 70 students, deeply polarized the
campus and ended in violence, with a
PhD student, R Sooraj, thrashed by some
engineering students. APSC led the protests and filed a petition in the Madras
high court.
Outside campus, the news of the
attack quickly snowballed into a political controversy with opposition parties
such as the Dravid Munnetra Kazhagam
extending support to the event and
decrying the violence as an attack on
Tamil culture.
This was also a time of unrest in the
institute – between September 2015 and
July 2016, four students had killed themselves on campus, highlighting a mental
health crisis in an intensely competitive

CHANGING DYNAMICS
Since it was founded in 1959, IIT-Madras
has always seen groups formed on
regional lines, but over the past few
years campus politics here has been
increasingly shaped by political ideology, identities and sexualities.
Formed on the same day as APSC is a
far-more popular student body on campus called Chinta Bar, which organizes
film festivals and discussions on popular
social issues on campus.
The group coalesced around a controversy over activist Teesta Setalvad coming to IIT to deliver an Extra-Mural Lecture ( known as EML in student parlance, a series of lectures organised by
the IIT’s official student body) in February 2014.
“If you look at the understanding of
engineering students on social issues, it
is usually very less. Through Chinta Bar,
we tried to raise that level,” said Pratheesh Rani Prakash, a founding member of the body. They started off with a
film festival in 2014 and recently, in
March, held a lecture on diversity and
social justice in education, where academics from other institutes were
invited.
The oldest student body in campus is
the Vivekananda Study Circle formed in
1997 that says its motto is “nation building through character building”. The
group has by far the largest body of studentmemberscuttingacrossundergraduate and postgraduate disciplines, and
organizes lectures on spiritual and mental health by prominent lectures, among
others.

Then, there is the Vande Mataram
student group, formed in 2015, which
claims to “go beyond self interest and
give importance to the ‘Nation First’ philosophy”.Among the group’s main activities is the Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay Memorial Lecture, which this year
is being delivered by Makarand Paranjape, director of the Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies.
Started the same year is Vannam (the
spectrum of colour in Tamil), a group for
LGTBQ students that has always
remained a tight group of seven to 10 students, and has focused on raising awareness on gender and sexuality on campus
through film screenings and discussions.
“The group made a huge differencefor
me. Queer people think they are the only
people who are different from others,
and feel lonely. It is important that every
campus has a queer-friendly group,”
explained K Shiva, a member. Shiva,
who identifies as a transman, says he
transitioned and got his documents
changed while living in a hostel, and that
he cannot imagine doing this anywhere
other than IIT-Madras. “I felt support as
a trans person. In the group, we would
not talk about queer issues only, we
would chat, talk about our lives, it
became a safe space.”
Another member, Meera N Paniker,
says she joined the group as an ally and
that it helped her come to terms with her
bisexual orientation. She also is concerned about the endemic gender disparity on campus – most of the leadership
positions in campus bodies are filled by
men.
In the past year, the institute has
found itself in the news over allegations
of increased surveillance, growing conservatism and pseudo-science, and vigilance teams barging into student’s
rooms. An email and follow-up phone
calls to the IIT-M’s communications
office elicited no response on this.
A flush of new groups has changed
student life, but campus politics on IITMadras is very different from any other
university, where groups have explicit
political affiliation and ideologies. The
difference is most stark for students
coming from other institutes, such as
Dayal Paleri, a PhD student in political
science and member of Chinta Bar, who
came to IIT from the University of
Hyderabad, considered the nerve centre
of anti-caste student politics.
“If the kind of suicides or campus vigilance happened elsewhere, there would
be huge protests. Earlier, I don’t think
people responded to issues like this, or
talked about it in public. But now, it is
slowly changing.”
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ISLAMIC TERRORIST INFILTRATION IS NO LONGER A RISK,
IT HAS BECOME A CERTAINTY.

> MATTEO SALVINI, Italy’s interior minister, on ports closed to migrant boats from Libya

TrumpvetoesmovetoendUS
involvementinYemenwar
STAYING ENGAGED US has been aiding Saudi-led operations against Iran-backed Houthi rebels

INDONESIA’S
WIDODO SET FOR
SECOND TERM
AS PRESIDENT
Associated Press
n
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JAKARTA: Indonesian President

Yashwant Raj
n

n

A meteor is seen during the Lyrids meteor shower over Fairfax,
Virginia, US, on April 16.
STEVE CHAZIN/REUTERS

shortstories
UK AUTHORITIES TELL PORN SITES
TO VERIFY AGE OR FACE BLOCK
LONDON:The UK will become the first country in the world to bring in
age-verification processes for online pornography when measures to
prevent children from accessing such sites come into force on July 15. The
measures mean that commercial providers of online pornography will be
required by law to carry out robust age-verification checks on users, to
ensure they are 18 or over. Failure to implement age-verification technology
will lead to payment services being withdrawn or being blocked for UK
users, officials announced on Wednesday. The British Board of Film Classification will be responsible for ensuring compliance with the new laws. HTC

Pet deer kills man and
injures wife in Australia

Canadian court orders
review of Trudeau’s trip

MELBOURNE:A man was killed
and his wife injured on Wednesday when they were attacked by
their pet deer in Moyhu, Australia.
The stag attacked the 46 year old
man when he entered its encloAP
sure and his wife.

MONTREAL:A judge in Canada on
Tuesday ordered the lobbying
commission to take a second look
into whether the Aga Khan
violated rules by hosting PM
Justin Trudeau at his private
AFP
island in the Bahamas.

Pak PM to visit China for
Belt and Road Forum

Assange used to host
hackers: Ecuador president

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan PM Imran
Khan will visit China next week to
attend the 2nd Belt and Road
Forum and hold bilateral meetings with the top Chinese leadership.
PTI

WASHINGTON:Ecuador’s President Lenin Moreno accused Julian
Assange of hosting hackers at the
embassy in London to give them
directions on how to propagate
information.
AP

Erdogan’s opponent wins
tight Istanbul vote

US to allow lawsuits over
properties seized by Cuba

ANKARA:Turkish election authorities confirmed opposition
candidate Ekrem Imamoglu’s win
over President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s ruling AKP candidate in
AFP
the Istanbul election.

WASHINGTON:Putting pressure
on Cuba, the US will allow lawsuits against foreign companies
doing business in properties
seized from Americans after the
AP
1959 revolution.

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:USPresidentDonald
Trumphasusedhisvetopowerto
refuse to sign a Congressional
resolutionthatwouldhaveended
American support for the Saudi
Arabia-led war in Yemen.
“Thisresolutionisanunnecessary, dangerous attempt to
weaken my constitutional
authorities, endangering the
lives of American citizens and
brave service members, both
today and in the future,” Trump
saidinamessagetoCongress,citing his reasons for turning down
the resolution.
It was the second veto of his
term. In his first, he had turned
down a resolution that sought to
overturn his declaration of
national emergency over the
US-Mexico border wall funding
impasse.
The resolution on Yemen had
earlierpassedtheDemocratic-led
House of Representatives 247 to
175 in a vote largely along party
lines. It passed the Republicanled Senate 54-46 with seven
Republicans voting for it, signalling a clear rebuke to Trump’s
foreign policy.
TheUShas beenaiding Saudiled military operations against
Yemen’s Houthi rebels, who are
backed by Iran.
Escalating in 2015, when the
rebels took control of most of
westernYemenandforcedPresident Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi

1

The first Iranian woman to contest in a boxing
match cancelled her homecoming after an
arrest warrant was issued for her and her
coach, ex-world champ Mahyar Monshipour

2
3

The 24-year-old was to make a jubilant return home from France
after beating local boxer Anne Chauvin in an amateur bout last
Saturday in Royan, western France
Iran’s boxing federation said it doesn’t organise bouts for women,
adding that Iranian women should wear the hijab while competing
at home or abroad.
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killedinheavyshellingintheLibyan capital Tripoli, an official
said on Wednesday as Europe
and the Gulf were divided over a
push by eastern forces commander Khalifa Haftar to seize
the city.
Nearly two weeks into its
assault, the veteran general’s
eastern-based Libyan National
Army(LNA)is stuckin the city’s
southern outskirts battling
armed groups loyal to the internationally recognised Tripoli
government.
But the southern district of
Abu Salim got shelled late on
Tuesday with explosions being

heard even in the city centre
where life had been going on
largely untouched by the violence.
Theartillerykilledatleasttwo
people and wounded eight,
Osama Ali, spokesman for a Tripoli emergency body, told Reuters, without saying who was
behindtheshelling.AnotherofficialtoldLibya’sAlahrarchannel
four had been killed and 20
wounded.
The districtislocatednearthe
roadtotheoldairportinsouthern
Tripoli, which has changed
hands several times since the
fighting started. Abu Salim lies
north of forces loyal to Tripoli
seeking to stop the LNA troops
coming from south.
As the rockets fell, the UN

India, UK deepen
defence, security
cooperation

Associated Press

LONDON: India and the UK this
week signed a memorandum of
understanding on defence and
security equipment described
as a “step change” in the longstanding defence collaboration
relationship between the two
countries.
The agreement follows a visit
by India’s chief of naval staff,
Admiral Sunil Lanba, to HMS
Queen Elizabeth in Portsmouth
in March, and HMS Dragon’s
visit to Goa last December.
The defence equipment MoU
was signed by UK defence ministry’s Air Marshal Richard
Knighton and Barun Mitra,
additional secretary for defence
production in India’s ministry
of defence.

Prasun Sonwalkar
n

Reuters
n

n

Khalifa Haftar’s forces head out of Benghazi.

Security Council was due to consider a UK-drafted resolution
thatwoulddemandaceasefirein
Libya and call on all countries
with influence over the warring

REUTERS

parties to ensure compliance.
Foreign powers are worried
but unable to present a united
front over the latest flare-up in
the country.
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LIMA: Peru’s former president
Alan Garcia died in a hospital in
LimaonWednesday, hoursafter
shooting himself in the head to
avoidarrestinconnectionwitha
bribery probe. He was 69.
A skilled orator elected president twice, first as a firebrand
leftist and then as a champion of
foreign investment and free
trade,Garciahadbeendoggedby
allegations of corruption in
recent years that he denied.
Garcia had been one of nine
people a judge had ordered to be
arrested on Wednesday for
allegedinvolvementinbribesdis-

tributed by Odebrecht, a Brazilian construction company that
triggeredLatinAmerica’sbiggest
graftscandalwhenitadmittedin
2016 that it had paid kickbacks to
politicians across the region to
secure lucrative contracts.
Hispartyannouncedthedeath
to crowds outside the Casimiro
Ulloahospital,wherehesuffered
three cardiac arrests and underwent emergency surgery.
President Martin Vizcarra
said he was “consternated” by
Garcia’s death.
Garciagovernedasanationalistfrom1985to1990beforeremaking himself as a free-market proponentandwinninganotherfiveyear term in 2006.

Notre-Dame tragedy: France announces
global competition to replace iconic spire
Agencies
n
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PARIS: France on Wednesday
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DUBAI:TwoSaudisistersappealed
for help on Wednesday from
Georgia after fleeing their country,inthelatestcaseofrunaways
fromtheultra-conservativekingdom using social media to seek
asylum.
Using anewlycreatedTwitter
account called GeorgiaSisters,
they identified themselves as
Maha al-Subaie, 28, and Wafa
al-Subaie, 25. Like other Saudi
womenwhohavefledandturned
to social media, they posted copies of their passports to establish
their identities.
The sisters claim they are in
danger and will be killed if they
are forcibly returned to Saudi
Arabia. They said their father
and brothers have arrived in
Georgia looking for them. Wafa
said they fled “oppression from
ourfamily”withoutelaborating.
SaudiscanenterGeorgiavisafree,makingthecountryatransit
pointforotherSaudiwomenwho
have fled in recent years.
Saudi women who run away
arealmostalwaysfleeingabusive
male relatives and claim there
are few good choices for them to
reporttheabuseinSaudiArabia.
Saudi women caughtrunning
away in the kingdom can be
forced into restrictive shelters,
pressuredtoreconcilewiththeir
abusersordetainedonchargesof
disobedience.
The sisters’ first post to the
Twitteraccountwas on Tuesday
evening. It read, “We are two
SaudisisterswhofledfromSaudi
Arabia seeking asylum. Yet, the
familyandtheSaudigovernment
have suspended our passports
and now we are trapped in Georgia. We need your help please.”

this heartbreaking crisis.”
USlawmakershavebeencritical of US support for Saudi-led
operations also because of the
killingofSaudidissidentjournalistJamalKhashoggi,allegedlyon
the orders of the Saudi crown
prince, Mohammad bin Salman.
Trump has been slammed for
apparentlydisregardingUSintelligence assessment and siding
with the crownprince’sdenialof
any role in Khashoggi’s murder.

Peru ex-president dies
after shooting himself

Runaway Saudi
sisters in Georgia,
plead for help
on social media
n

Arabia”.
Nancy Pelosi, speaker of the
Democratic-led House of Representatives, criticised Trump’s
veto, tweeting, “The conflict in
Yemenisahorrifichumanitarian
crisis that challenges the conscience of the entire world.
“Yet. the president has cynically chosen to contravene a
bipartisan, bicameral vote of the
Congress and perpetuate America’s shameful involvement in

Shelling kills six civilians in Tripoli
TRIPOLI:At least six civilians were

Iranian boxer cancels return to Tehran after
an arrest warrant is issued for her

providing “limited” support to
theSaudi-ledcoalitionwithintelligenceandlogistics,suchasmidair refuelling for their aircraft.
Missiles fired by Iran-backed
Houthishavetargetedareas“frequented” by American citizens,
Trump’smessagewentontostate
injustificationofhisveto.And,he
added,theYemenconflict“represents a cheap and inexpensive
way for Iran to cause trouble for
the US and for our ally, Saudi

I N A B I D T O AV O I D A R R E S T

n

SADAF KHADEM

to flee the country, the civil war
has created a humanitarian crisis. An estimated 7,000 civilians
havebeenkilledintheconflictso
far, according to the UN.
Trump said in his message to
Congress the resolution was
“unnecessary” because the US
was not directly involved in the
hostilities in Yemen, apart from
counterterrorism operations
against al-Qaeda.
HealsoarguedtheUSwasonly

AP/FILE
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inthenews

READY TO FIGHT: Tribesmen loyal to Houthi rebels hold up their weapons as they attend a gathering in Sanaa, Yemen.

n

Joko Widodo has won a second
five-yearterm,preliminaryelection results showed on Wednesday, in a victory for moderation
over the nationalistic rhetoric of
his rival, Prabowo Subianto.
Vote counts from five independent survey groups showed
Widodo with a clear lead over
Subianto, a general during the
eraoftheSuharto militarydictatorship who warned Indonesia
would fall apart without his
strongman leadership.
The so-called “quick counts”
fromreputablesurveyorganisations that use a sample of polling
stationshavebeenreliableinpast
elections.
Withanaverageof80%ofsample polling stations counted, the
fivesurveyorganisationsshowed
Widodo winning 54-56% of the
vote,animprovementonhis2014
showing.
Indonesia, the world’s most
populous Muslim-majority
nation, is an outpost of democracy in a southeast Asian neighbourhood of authoritarian governments and is forecast to be
amongtheworld’sbiggesteconomies by 2030.
Addressing supporters hours
afterpollsclosed,Widodosaidhe
was aware of his lead and called
for the nation to reunite after the
divisions of the campaign.
“From the indications of the
exit poll, we can see it all, but we
mustbepatienttowaitfortheofficial counting from the Election
Commission,” he said.

n

Youngsters take part in protests aimed at urging world leaders to
AFP
take action on climate change, in Ljubljana, Slovenia.

C L I M AT E C H A N G E M AT T E R S

Earth’s surface is
heating up: NASA
Press Trust of India
n
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WASHINGTON: Satellite measurements by NASA researchers
have verified ground-based data
that shows the Earth’s surface
has been warming globally over
the past 15 years.
Theteamusedmeasurements
of the ‘skin’ temperature of the
Earth taken by a satellite-based
infrared measurement system
called AIRS (Atmospheric InfraRed Sounder) from 2003 to 2017.
The researchers compared
thesewithstation-basedanalyses
ofsurfaceairtemperatureanomalies - principally the Goddard
Institute for Space Studies SurfaceTemperatureAnalysis(GISTEMP).
The study, published in the
journalEnvironmentalResearch
Letters,foundahighlevelofconsistency between the two data
sets over the past 15 years.
“AIRS data complement GISTEMP because they are at a
higher spatial resolution than
GISTEMP, and have more complete global coverage,” said Joel

Susskind,fromNASA’sGoddard
Space Flight Center in the US.
“Both data sets demonstrate
the Earth’s surface has been
warming globally over this
period, and that 2016, 2017, and
2015havebeenthewarmestyears
in the instrumental record, in
that order,” Susskind said in a
statement.
AIRS data reflects ‘skin’ temperature at the surface of the
ocean, land and snow-covered
regions.
Surface-baseddataareablend
of two-metre surface air data
anomaliesoverland,andbulksea
surface temperature anomalies
in the ocean.
To compare the two, the
researchers
constructed
monthlygridpointclimatologies
for each calendar month and for
eachsetofdata,by averagingthe
monthlyvaluesover2003to2017.
“Interestingly, our findings
revealed that the surface-based
datasetsmaybeunderestimating
the temperature changes in the
Arctic,” said Gavin Schmidt,
from NASA’s Goddard Institute
for Space Studies.

announcedit wouldinvitearchitects from around the world to
submit designs for replacing the
spire of Notre-Dame cathedral
after a devastating blaze, as the
government braced for a mammoth restoration challenge.
PrimeMinisterEdouardPhilippesaidthecontestwoulddecide
whether the monument should
have a new spire at all and if so,
whether it should be identical to
the fallen 19th-century model or
be a wholly new design.
Theworldlookedonin horror
onMondayasflamesengulfedthe
masterpiece seen as encapsulatingthe soulofParisandthe spire
came crashing down.
On Tuesday evening, Macron
set out an ambitious timeline for

n

A view of the cross and sculpture of Pieta in the background of debris inside Notre-Dame.

restoringthelandmarkthattook
nearlytwocenturiestobuildand
which has played a role in many
of the defining moments of

French history.
“Wewillrebuildthecathedral
evenmorebeautifullyandIwant
it to be finished within five

REUTERS

years,”Macronsaidinanaddress
tothenation,hailinghowthefire
showed the capacity of France to
mobilise and unite.

SURREAL WAIT

Long lost Kafka works could emerge after messy legal battle
Associated Press
n
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JERUSALEM:A long hidden

trove of unpublished works
by Franz Kafka could soon be
revealed following a decadelong battle over his literary
estate that has drawn comparisons to some of his surreal tales.
A district court in Zurich
upheld Israeli verdicts in the
case last week, ruling that
several safe deposit boxes in
the Swiss city could be opened
and their contents shipped to
Israel’s National Library.
At stake are untouched
papers that could shed new
light on one of literature’s
darkest figures, a German-

speaking Bohemian Jew from
Prague whose cultural legacy
has been hotly contested
between Israel and Germany.
Though the exact content
of the vaults remains
unknown, experts have speculated the cache could
include endings to some of
Kafka’s major works, many of
which were unfinished when
they were published after his
death.
Israel’s Supreme Court has
already stripped an Israeli
family of its collection of
Kafka’s manuscripts, which
were hidden in Israeli bank
vaults and in a squalid, catfilled Tel Aviv apartment. But
the Swiss ruling would complete the acquisition of nearly

n

Photo taken on October 5, 2014 shows Franz Kafka's Hebrew
vocabulary notebook at the National Library in Jerusalem.
AP

all his known works, after
years of lengthy legal battles
over their rightful owners.

The saga could have been
penned by Kafka himself,
whose name has become

known as an adjective to
describe absurd situations
involving inscrutable legal
processes. Kafka was known
for his tales of everyman protagonists crushed by authorities or twisted by unknown
shames. In The Trial, for
example, a bank clerk is put
through excruciating court
proceedings without being
told the charges against him.
“The absurdity of the trials
is that it was over an estate
that nobody knew what it
contained. This will finally
resolve these questions,” said
Benjamin Balint, a research
fellow at Jerusalem’s Van
Leer Institute and the author
of Kafka’s Last Trial, which
chronicles the affair.
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shortstories

declares dividend
Reliance Retail in talks to Mindtree
in likely bid to ward off L&T
buy toymaker Hamleys
Anirudh Laskar
and Jayshree P Upadhyay
n

n

Apple CEO Tim Cook.
BLOOMBERG

APPLE, QUALCOMM
TO BURY THE
HATCHET IN
LEGAL BATTLE
SAN FRANCISCO: Apple and
American microchip manufacturer
Qualcomm said on Tuesday they
have agreed to “dismiss all
litigation” against each other
worldwide in what had been a
sprawling battle over royalty
payments. The last-minute
settlement cut short a courtroom
clash between the tech giants just
as it was getting underway in
California. For two years, the
companies had fought a multifront brawl that could have
required Qualcomm to pay
billions. The news sent Qualcomm’s stock price soaring more
than 23% on Wall Street, its best
one-day performance in nearly 20
years. The deal includes a six-year
license agreement with the
option to extend for two years,
and a payment to Qualcomm
from Apple, the companies said.
At the heart of the battle were
the royalties Qualcomm charges
for its patented chips, which
enable smartphones to connect to
mobile networks.

Essar Steel operational
creditors question CoC
NEW DELHI: Essar Steel’s operational creditors with claims of
over ₹1 crore on Wednesday
alleged that the committee of
creditors (CoC) of the debt-ridden
firm has been “monopolised” by
its financial lenders and sought
equal treatment on par with
them. CoC can not “arbitrarily
discriminate” between the
operational creditors with claims
under ₹1 crore and above ₹1 crore
under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, they said in a public
notice published in newspapers.
Questioning the classification of
operational creditors by the
lenders, they wondered as “how
has CoC decided the cut off figure
of ₹1 crore between the same
class of admitted operational
creditors?”

PepsiCo results beat street
as CEO’s ad push lifts sales
BENGALURU: PepsiCo Inc.’s
quarterly sales and profit beat
Wall Street estimates on Wednesday, as the beverage maker’s
advertising and marketing push
helped drive sales of its snacks,
sparkling waters and low-sugar
sodas globally. Shares of PepsiCo
hit a record high of $125.92 in
morning trading after the company said its core sales grew at
the fastest pace in more than
three years. The results come as a
boost for CEO Ramon Laguarta
who took over from Indra Nooyi
six months ago. Under his watch,
Pepsico has spent more on
advertising, raised production
capacity, while tweaking its
supply chain to focus more on
healthier snacks and beverages.

Refiners turn to Opec, US,
Mexico to fill Iran oil gap
New Delhi Indian refiners are
increasing their planned purchases from Opec nations, Mexico
and the US to make up for any loss
of Iranian oil if the US enforces
sanctions more harshly from next
month, people familiar with the
matter and company officials
said. All four Indian state-owned
refiners that buy Iranian oil are
confident of securing additional
barrels from other producers,
officials from the companies told
Reuters. They have not yet placed
orders for Iranian oil for May,
when the current waiver expires,
pending clarity from the United
States. Bharat Petroleum Corp.
and Mangalore Refinery and
Petrochemicals Ltd have tapped
Iraq to make up for Iranian oil,
while Indian Oil Corp. has signed
its first annual contract with US
suppliers and raised supplies from
Mexico.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

DEAL DETAILS Due diligence for the deal is said to be at an advanced stage
M Sriram
n

sriram.m@livemint.com

MUMBAI:Reliance Retail, a subsid-

iary of India’s largest conglomerate, Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL), is in talks to acquire a controlling stake in iconic UK-based
toymaker Hamleys, said two people aware of the matter, requesting anonymity.
Moneycontrol.com, which first
reported the development on
Wednesday, said that “due diligence for the deal is at an
advanced stage” and “Reliance
Retail is aggressively pursuing
the deal”.
Hamleys is currently owned
by Chinese fashion conglomerate
C Banner International, which
had acquired it for £100 million in
2015. C Banner also owns the Chinese units of marquee consumer
retail brands such as Steve Madden and Sundance.
It has been looking to cut its
losses and sell off Hamleys after
logging heavy losses, Sky News
had reported last October.
If the deal goes through, it
would cap the story of the 295year old toymaker, which has
struggled to generate profits in
recent times.
Hamleys started with a singlestore shop, Noah’s Ark, in 1760,
around the time when the British
East India Company was thriving
in India.
“By the time Queen Victoria
ascended the throne in 1837,
Hamleys was already a London
landmark... So successful was the
shop that in 1881 a new branch
opened in Regent Street (a popular London street),” shows the
Hamleys’ website.
In 2003, Hamleys was delisted
from the London stock market by
Icelandic investment firm Baugur Group, which had paid $68.8

n

Hamleys reported losses of £12 million in 2017, when it last reported its financials.

million for the company. In 2012,
it was sold for $78.4 million to
France’s Groupe Ludendo.
Hamleys reported losses of £12
million in 2017, when it last
reported its financials.
Profits fell off the cliff by 500%,
as its chief executive, Ralph Cunningham, blamed Brexit, macroeconomic factors and terrorist
attacks for the company’s poor
performance. However, he had
also said that he expects Hamleys
to return to net profitability in the
following year.
Reliance Retail already has a
pan-India franchise agreement
with Hamleys to merchandise its
famous toys. Hamleys has
around 129 stores globally, a
large majority of which are under
the franchise model. Besides the

IndiGo to undergo
safety audit over
P&W engine snags

RELIANCE RETAIL PLANS
TO INCREASE THE
TOYMAKER’S
GEOGRAPHIC FOOTPRINT
IN INDIA IF THE DEAL
GOES THROUGH
UK, the company is present in
China, Germany, Russia, India,
South Africa and the Middle East,
among other regions, the Moneycontrol report said.
Reliance Retail plans to
increase the toymaker’s geographic footprint in India if the
deal goes through.
A Reliance spokesperson said
the company does not comment
on “speculation and rumours”.

China’s Q1 GDP
growth steady at
6.4%, beating
expectations
Bloomberg

Faizan Haider
n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate Gen-

eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has started an audit of India’s
largest domestic carrier, IndiGo,
amid series of snags involving
Neo engines that power Airbus
A320 planes, two officials familiar with the matter said.
This follows an HT report on
Monday about a recent civil aviation audit which highlighted
that operators had modified the
limits for some aircraft performance parameters to reduce the
number of reported violations
and to improve safety records.
In January, the DGCA said
there were 12 “in-flight shutdowns (IFSDs)” of Neo engines
since March 2016.
A Delhi-Istanbul IndiGo flight
was diverted to Kuwait after a
Neo engine snag in March.
“We confirm that there is currently a DGCA audit on IndiGo,
which is combined with the
annual main base audit. IndiGo
has received a limited number of
show-cause notices. IndiGo has
responded accordingly and we
can only comment on this matter
after we have a discussion with
the DGCA on this matter,’’ said
an IndiGo spokesperson.
“IndiGo refutes the reasons
for the audit quoted in your
query (that it is because of nonreporting of engine snags). We
can confirm that IndiGo opera-

tion is run in even more stringent ways as prescribed by the
regulatory framework. As this is
an ongoing audit, we can only
comment after the process is
over.”
But the officials maintained
that show-cause notices have
been issued to IndiGo chief operating officer and head of engineering and the audit will focus
on irregular reporting on incidents involving Neo engines.
“Airworthiness and air safety
teams of the DGCA are doing a
complete review of engineering
and maintenance processes. We
keep on doing an audit of airlines
and this is part of that. Action
will be taken as per the findings,”
said a DGCA official on condition
of anonymity.
In January, the civil aviation
ministry said IFSDs on account
of Neo engines in India averaged
0.02 per 1,000 engine flight hours.
The civil aviation regulator
added this is considerably lower
than the stringent global benchmark of 0.05 IFSD rates per 1,000
engine flight hours.
“After issuing the show-cause
notice, the DGCA is now doing
the damage control. If this is a
regular audit, then why the
show-cause was issued in the
first place,” said Captain Mohan
Ranganathan, an aviation safety
expert.
Pratt & Whitney, which has
supplied these engines, did not
comment on the matter.
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BEIJING: China’s economy unex-

pectedly held up in the first
three months of the year as stimulus measures kicked in, helping stabilise sentiment rattled
by trade tensions with the US.
Gross domestic product
(GDP) rose 6.4% in the first
quarter from a year earlier,
exceeding economist estimates
and matching the previous
three months. In March, factory
output jumped 8.5% from a year
earlier, much higher than forecast. Retail sales expanded 8.7%,
while investment was up 6.3% in
the year to date.
Pro-growth policies have
helped arrest a slowdown that’s
rattled investors and cast doubt
over the global expansion. The
stronger-than-expected performance has spurred debate
over whether more stimulus
measures are needed or if the
central bank and finance ministry should now begin paring
back their support.
“The recovery has come earlier than expected on the back of
policy support,” said Grace Ng,
a China economist at JPMorgan
Chase & Co. in Hong Kong.
“Macro policy won’t significantly ease further but won’t
tighten either in the next few
months. Fiscal policy may fade
off approaching the end of the
year after significant front-loading of spending early this year.”

U N S M O K E C A M PA I G N

Philip Morris doesn’t want you to buy its cigarettes
Bloomberg
n

feedback@livemint.com

NEW YORK: How can a com-

pany that tells people explicitly not to buy its products
survive? That’s a question
for Philip Morris International Inc., which recently
unveiled a campaign to
“unsmoke” the world.
The Marlboro maker
reports first-quarter earnings on Thursday, giving
investors the latest data on
just how fast cigarette volumes are falling. With its
public push to discourage
smoking, Philip Morris isn’t
fighting that trend. Instead,
it’s ramping up focus on its
IQOS heat-not-burn device,

n

Philip Morris CEO André Calantzopoulos.

already sold in about 44 countries.
“It makes financial sense
because the new business is
more sustainable, a better
product for consumers. I’ve
never seen where there is a

BLOOMBERG/FILE

better product for consumers
and the company ended up in
a worse situation financially,” said Chief operating
officer Jacek Olczak. “IQOS
and combustible volumes,
they are 100 percent corre-

lated. We’re not afraid of cannibalization.”
Philip Morris, which
doesn’t sell in the US since a
2008 split from Altria Group
Inc., has been leaning into
anti-smoking at a time when
the drop in cigarette volumes
is accelerating. In the US,
volumes fell 7.8% in the fourweeks through April 7, compared with a year earlier,
according to IRI data. Globally, they are falling at
about 3-4%percent annually,
Bloomberg Intelligence analyst Kenneth Shea said.
The “Unsmoke” campaign
sums its mission up thus: “If
you don’t smoke, don’t start.
If you smoke, quit. If you
don’t quit, change.”

anirudh.l@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Mindtree Ltd’s latest pro-

BLOOMBERG

“Our company evaluates various
opportunities on an ongoing
basis. We have made and will continue to make necessary disclosures in compliance with our obligations under Securities
Exchange Board of India (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations 2015
and our agreements with the
stock exchanges,” the spokesperson said.
Reliance Retail has entered
into tie-ups with many other
marque international brands
such as Diesel, Marks and Spencers, Steve Madden and Kenneth
Cole. It reported turnover of
₹69,198 crore for 2017-18. As on
December 31, 2018, Reliance
Retail operated 9,907 stores
across over 6,400 cities.

posal to offer a fat special dividend to shareholders may well be
another tactic to ward off the
looming hostile takeover bid by
Larsen and Toubro Ltd (L&T).
On Wednesday, following a
board meeting, Mindtree
announced a special dividend of
₹20 per share. It will also pay an
interim dividend of ₹3 per share
and a final dividend of ₹4 per
share for fiscal 2019. In total, the
company will pay a dividend of
₹27 per share, subject to approval
by shareholders at the annual
general meeting (AGM) in July.
This is the highest ever dividend
announced by Mindtree since its
inception two decades ago.
“Given the fact that it’s an
important milestone for the company and that it aligns with the
policy of being shareholderfriendly and returning cash back
to the shareholders, it is in line
with our policy,” said Rostow
Ravanan, chief executive and
managing director of Mindtree.
Ravanan denied that the
board’s decision to pay a one-time
dividend to shareholders was a
poison pill manoeuvre, a way to
make an asset less valuable to a
hostile buyer.
If the dividend proposal
receives approval from shareholders, Mindtree will pay a total
dividend of ₹384.30 crore to the
public shareholders, with the special dividend being ₹284.67 crore.
The promoters will get ₹59.07
crore. That compares with the
₹256.2 crore the company has in
cash and cash equivalents and
₹3,141.9 crore in reserves and surplus.
Mindtree said the special dividend was a way to “celebrate
(Mindtree’s) twin achievements
of exceeding $1 billion annual revenue milestone and 20th anniversary of the company”.
According to Institutional
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Mindtree CEO Rostow Ravanan.

Investor Advisory Services
(IiAS), the special dividend does
not move the needle much for
investors. “Those who want will
still tender,” said IiAS, referring
to L&T’s open offer proposal.
“Should L&T have an acquisition in mind, it may prefer to have
the cash remain in the company,
else they should be indifferent. As
L&T will get to vote on the final
and special dividend, they can
decide whether they want the
money as dividend or not,” it said.
Abhimanyu Bhattacharya,
partner at Khaitan and Co., said:
“Declaring a dividend is in the
ordinary course of business.
However, the dividend this time
is unusual as compared to their
previous payouts. So, it can be
seen as a way to appeal to the
shareholders in the realm of law.”
Shriram
Subramanian,
founder and CEO of InGovern
Research Services Pvt Ltd, a
proxy advisory firm, said the
Mindtree board had acted in an
amateurish way to thwart L&T’s
open offer.
“The special dividend is abnormally high,” Subramanian said.
“Right now, it just looks like a
sweetener for the shareholders so
that they favour the board’s
resistance to L&T’s takeover and
avoid tendering shares in the
open offer; however, it is unlikely

to impact the open offer process.”
L&T’s open offer for Mindtree
will begin on May 14 and close on
May 27.
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s takeover norms
state that upon public announcement of an open offer, the business of the target company (in
this case Mindtree) during the
open offer period has to be conducted in the ordinary course and
be consistent with the past practice. Also, without shareholders’
approval, the company’s board
cannot alienate any material
assets whether by way of sale,
lease, encumbrance or otherwise, or enter into any agreement
therefore outside the ordinary
course of business.
A fat special dividend could
affect the company’s valuation.
“At this stage, altering the company’s capital structure so significantly may not be welcomed by
the regulator,” said a Mumbaibased corporate lawyer.
Mindtree on Wednesday said
its consolidated net profit grew
8.9% to ₹198.4 crore for the March
2019 quarter, from ₹182.2 crore in
the year-ago period.
The Bengaluru-based company’s revenue also increased by
25.6% to ₹1,839.4 crore in the said
quarter, as compared to ₹1,464
crore in the year-ago period.

EU proposes $20 billion tariffs on US
Reuters
n
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BRUSSELS: Planes, tractors, food
and handbags featured on a list
of US imports worth $20 billion
that the European Union said on
Wednesday it could hit with tariffs in a transatlantic aircraft
subsidy dispute.
The 28-nation bloc said this
week it was ready to open negotiations with the US to cut industrial duties, but has now
detailed plans that could lead to
a new tit-for-tat trade conflict
between the two global powers.
Transatlantic tensions were
enflamed again on Wednesday
when Washington said it would
end a ban against US citizens filing lawsuits against foreign
companies operating in Cuba,
with EU firms seen among the
targets.

PLANES, TRACTORS,
FOOD, HANDBAGS
FEATURED ON A LIST OF
US IMPORTS WORTH
$20 BN THAT THE EU
COULD HIT WITH TARIFFS
The two sides have been battling for almost 15 years at the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) over subsidies given to
US planemaker Boeing and its
European rival Airbus.
Washington last week issued
a seven-page list of EU products
to target for tariffs, from large
aircraft to dairy products and
wine, to counteract $11 billion of
harm it says EU subsidies for
Airbus have caused.
Brussels has responded with
its own list of some $20 billion

worth of US imports, also
including planes and wine.
The 11-page list also features
a diverse range of agricultural
produce from dried fruit to
ketchup, as well as frozen fish,
tobacco, handbags, suitcases,
tractors, helicopters and video
game consoles.
It is now open to a public consultation until May 31 and could
then be revised.
Both sides have said they
would prefer a settlement that
did not lead to the imposition of
tariffs.
“We must continue to defend
a level-playing field for our
industry. But let me be clear, we
do not want a tit-for-tat,” EU
trade commissioner Cecilia
Malmstrom said in a statement
WTO arbitrators have yet to
set amounts of damages or countermeasures in each case, but

Netflix forecast disappoints as
streaming competition looms
Reuters
n

feedback@livemint.com

LOS ANGELES/BENGALURU: Netflix

Inc. gave a weak forecast on Tuesday that unnerved investors just
as Walt Disney Co. and others
prepare to escalate Hollywood’s
streaming video wars, although
the company’s quarterly results
beat Wall Street targets.
Shares of Netflix traded down
about 1% at $355.02 in after-thebell trading.
Netflix predicted it would pick
up 5 million new streaming subscribers from April through
June. That was below the 5.48 million consensus of industry analysts surveyed by FactSet.
“What’s making investors
nervous is that there are signs of
a slowdown in the second-quarter subscriber growth,” said
Haris Anwar, senior analyst at
Investing.com. “This is made all
the more prominent by the looming threat of competition from
Disney and Apple.”
Netflix added a record number
of paid streaming customers in
the first quarter, reaching a total
of 148.86 million. The just-ended
first quarter included the debut of
original dramas “Sex Education”
and “Russian Doll,” and the company raised prices in the US, Mexico and Brazil.
In a letter to shareholders, Netflix said it saw “some modest
short-term churn effect,” or dropping of its service, in response to
the price increases. From January through March, Netflix
reported it added 7.86 million paid
subscribers internationally,

the US case against Airbus is
more advanced, with a ruling
expected in June or July. Damages for the EU’s Boeing complaint could come early in 2020.
UNEASY DETENTE
Washington and Brussels are
already in conflict after US President Donald Trump subjected
EU steel and aluminium
imports to punitive tariffs. The
EU responded with duties on
€2.8 billion euros ($3.2 billion) of
US imports.
Brussels then chose politically sensitive products, such as
whisky from Kentucky and Harley Davidsons from Wisconsin.
An EU official said the new
list was drawn up with the aim
of having minimal impact on EU
businesses, but also to serve as a
deterrent and to cause discomfort to the other side.

BINNY BANSAL,
021 CAPITAL
LEAD FUNDING
IN INCREFF
Salman SH
n

salman.hameeth@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Increff, a startup that

n

Netflix CEO Reed Hastings.

compared with the average analyst estimate of 7.14 million,
according to IBES data from
Refinitiv.
The company said it signed up
1.74 million paid subscribers in
the US in the quarter, above the
average analyst estimate of about
1.57 million, according to IBES
data from Refinitiv. Netflix is
spending billions to attract new
customers while Disney and
Apple Inc. build streaming rivals
and Amazon.com Inc. makes
gains with audiences. “With a
combined market cap of around
$2.2 trillion, those three bruisers
aren’t to be messed with,” Hargreaves Lansdown equity analyst
George Salmon said.
Disney is viewed as one of Netflix’s strongest rivals thanks to a
broad portfolio of franchises popular with children and a brand
trusted by parents.
“We don’t anticipate that these

MINT/FILE

new entrants will materially
affect our growth,” Netflix said,
“because the transition from linear to on-demand entertainment
is so massive and because of the
different nature of our content
offerings.”
While Netflix declines to gives
country-by-country specifics,
western Europe and Latin America have supplied most of its
recent growth. Asia, where Netflix was absent until 2015, has just
started to pick up. Netflix said its
investments in India are beginning to bear fruit as well. The
company released its first original programs last year, and plans
to release at least a dozen original
films this year. India is one of the
service’s great untapped markets. It is the largest potential
market given that Netflix isn’t in
China, and fellow online video
giant YouTube has had great success.

offers supply chain and warehousing solutions to physical
stores, has raised $3 million in a
Series A funding round led by
Binny Bansal and 021 Capital, the
company said on Wednesday.
The funds will be used to fuel the
expansion of its customer pipeline, enhance its product offerings, and enter international
markets.
The new investment round
will also enable Increff to add
newer fashion, lifestyle brands,
and retailers onto its platform.
Increff claims it increases the
sales and inventory efficiency of
brick-and-mortar brands. It
works with more than 50 brands
such as Puma, Reliance AJIO,
MangoMyntra, Esprit.
Increff, which was founded in
2016 by Rajul Jain, Anshuman
Agarwal, and Romil Jain, had initially raised $2 million in seed
funding from Sequoia Capital and
a clutch of angel investors.
The startup, which is based in
Bengaluru and has seven partnered fulfilment centres across
India that were opened in the last
one year, claims to have a team of
60 and plans to add 40 this calendar year.
“What they (Increff) have
developed over the last two years
is hugely impressive...,” said
Bansal.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P W L Pts NRR
CSK 9 7 2 14 0.101
DC

8

5

3

10

0.418

MI

8

5

3

10

0.244

KXIP 9

5

4

10

-0.015

SRH

8

4

4

8

0.549

KKR

8

4

4

8

0.35

RR

8

2

6

4

-0.589

RCB

8 1 7 2
-1.114
Updated till SRH v CSK match

shortstories

Sunrisersbowlerschoke
CSKtosealeasyvictory

ht20

RELIEF Warner, Bairstow hit half-centuries after Rashid, Bhuvi restrict defending champions to 132/5
Rajesh Pansare
n

rajesh.pansare@htlive.com

HYDERABAD: Thehueofchampions

n

Ambati Rayudu.

GETTY IMAGES

‘PANT, RAYUDU
ARE STANDBY FOR
WORLD CUP’
NEW DELHI:Although Rishabh
Pant and Ambati Rayudu are not
in the World Cup squad, it seems
all is not lost for them with the
national selectors deciding to
name them standby. Though an
official announcement has not
been made by the Board, sources
said on Wednesday that Pant,
Rayudu and pacer Navdeep Saini
have been chosen as standby for
the 15 selected players. While
Saini will travel with the squad as
he is among the four seamers
picked to bowl in the nets – Avesh
Khan, Khaleel Ahmed and Deepak
Chahar are the others – Pant and
Rayudu will stay home and will
travel only if the need arises. Both
Rayudu and Pant had expected to
be called up and were preparing
for a role in the middle order.
All-rounder Vijay Shankar has
been picked instead and chief
selector MSK Prasad said on
Monday he will be among those
who will bat at No 4. Rayudu’s
inclusion comes a day after he
tweeted a cryptic statement: “Just Ordered a new set of
3d glasses to watch the world
cup.” This statement apparently
had reference to chief selector
MSK Prasad’s statement that
Shankar “gives three dimensions”
to the squad.

todayontv
CRICKET

Chennai Super Kings’ yellow
overshadowedSunrisersHyderabad’sorangeatthelatter’shome
ground on Wednesday. Most of
themwearingMSDhoni’sjersey
No7weredisappointednottosee
him in action after the skipper
decided to sit out, handing over
the captaincy to Suresh Raina.
There was not much to cheer
for them as CSK suffered a mini
batting collapse in the middleoverstofinishon132/5,theirlowest total in this edition batting
first. SRH didn’t let slip the
advantage,reaching137/4in16.5
overs, the six-wicket win their
fourth of the season.
DavidWarner(50–25b)struck
his fifth half-century in eight
innings this IPL – he also has a
century – as he raised a 66-run
openingstandwith JonnyBairstow.Later,DavidWarner(50)and
Jonny Bairstow (61*) made sure
that Sunrisers didn’t suffer the
same fate at the last match when
they lost eight wickets for just 15
runs. Deepak Chahar had
Warner caught and leg-spinner
Imran Tahir removed skipper
Kane Williamson and Vijay
Shankar cheaply.
However, Bairstow stayed on
complete a fifty (61no – 44b), finishing it off with a six at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium
here.CSKweregivenagoodstart
by Shane Watson and Faf du
Plessis,whoputon79forthefirst
wicket. It was their season’s best
butthewheelscameoffwithSunrisers bowlers tightening the
screws.WithDhoniinthedugout,
CSK scored just 30 runs in last
five overs, and only 52 in the last
10 overs.
Sunrisers bowlers again used
theconditionswell,bowledinthe
right channels. Itallstarted with
left-arm spinner Shahbaz

IPL

n

n

Chennai Super Kings

S Watson b Nadeem

Khurram Habib
n

FOOTBALL

F du Plessis c Bairstow b Shankar
45 (31)

EUROPA LEAGUE

12.30am (Friday):
Chelsea v Slavia Prague;
live on Sony Ten 1 & HD;
Eintracht Frankfurt v
Benfica; live on Sony
ESPN & HD; Valencia v
Villarreal; live on Sony Six
& HD; Napoli v Arsenal;
live on Sony Ten 2 & HD

n

Rashid Khan celebrates with Sunrisers Hyderabad teammates after dismissing Chennai Super Kings’ Suresh Raina on Wednesday.

Nadeem,whocleanedupWatson
as he tried to loft him into the
on-side terraces. CSK lost
momentum afterthatwith wickets falling one after another and
runs drying up.
Vijay Shankar celebrated his
World Cup call up with only his
second IPL wicket when he had
CSK’s top-scorer Faf Du Plessis
caught behind for 45 (31b, 3x4,
3x6).
InwalkedAmbatiRayuduand
thesocialmediaspiralledwith3D
glassesjokes.Shankarhadhimin
trouble the first ball he faced but
at the end of the over they had a
hug suggestingthere was no animosity between them despite
Rayudu’s tweet.

2.30pm: Live on Sony
ESPN & HD

61 (44)

K Williamson c & b Tahir

3 (5)

A Rayudu not out

25 (21)

V Shankar c Billings b Tahir

7 (11)

1 (2)

R Jadeja not out
10 (20)
n Extras (b 2, lb 2, w 3)
7
n Total (5 wickets; 20 overs)
132
n FoW: 1-79, 2-81, 3-97, 4-99, 5-101
n Bowling: Bhuvi 4-0-21-0, K
Ahmed 4-0-22-1, Sandeep Sharma
4-0-33-0, S Nadeem 2-0-24-1,
Rashid 4-0-17-2, V Shankar 2-0-11-1

MONTE CARLO
MASTERS

J Bairstow not out

13 (13)

S Billings c Shankar b Ahmed 0 (4)

TENNIS

Sunrisers Hyderabad

D Warner c du Plessis b Chahar
50 (25)

S Raina lbw b Rashid
K Jadhav lbw b Rashid

khurram.habib@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: With the tempera-

n

31 (29)

BURHAAN KINU/HT

Pant can now
focus on the IPL,
says Ponting

scorecard

8.00pm: Delhi Capitals v
Mumbai Indians; live on
Star Sports 1 & HD 1

Rishabh Pant (left) with DC coach Ricky Ponting.

D Hooda c du Plessis b K Sharma
13 (16)
Y Pathan not out
n Extras (w 3)
n Total (4 wickets; 16.5 overs)

0 (0)
3
137

n FoW: 1-66, 2-71, 3-105, 4-131
n Bowling: D Chahar 3-0-31-1, S
Thakur 3-0-31-0, I Tahir 4-0-20-2,
R Jadeja 4-0-22-0, K Sharma
2.5-0-33-1

PTI

For Steyn, leading the bowling
line-up is business as usual
Dhiman Sarkar
n

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: When things aren’t

going swimmingly, dial Dale
Steyn. That is what Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) coach
Gary Kirsten did. So what if this
season’s Indian Premier League
(IPL) was in the background for
Steyn who was spending free
time with his grandparents
when the call came last week.
Having found out that Steyn,
35, was readying to play some
T20, Kirsten signed him as Nathan Coulter-Nile’s replacement.
If South Africa’s most successful
Test bowler with 439 wickets —
he also has 196 One-day International dismissals — is expected
to more than fill in, it is something he is used to.
“Look, I’ve played for South
Africa for almost 13 years (over
14 years; Test debut in Dec 2004)
and I feel it has been the same. Of
late, you havefoundtheguys like
KG (Kagiso Rabada) and others
have done well but I’ve always
felt that pressure. When I started
playing even if Shaun Pollock
and Makhaya Ntini were there, I
still took it upon my shoulders to
try and lead the team,” said
Steyn after his first IPL practice

session at Eden on Wednesday.
To a team that has lost all but
one game in IPL12, Steyn said he
hoped to be able to inject some
excitement. “Obviously, the season hasn’t gone all that well but
that’s cricket. It is like fishing,
you wouldn’t call it that if you
caught all the time. If we win the
next couple, if not win all of
them, and something happens in
our favour, who knows?”
What will Steyn do if he lines
up against Andre Russell on Friday? “If you want to bowl a
yorker, you have to land it; if you
want to bowl a bouncer you have
to be on the money. KG backed
himself in that Super Over. The
yorker may not be the approach,
but that is the kind of thinking
that needs to go into bowling to
him,” he said.
Last week, Delhi Capitals
coach Ricky Ponting said that
Rabada is an exceptionally
determined man who justifies
the big investment on overseas
players. Steyn took that forward.
“He has been doing that for
the past two-three years. He is
kind of a wonder kid. I watched
in such excitement the way he
bowled against Australia (in
2018) and he just kind of continued that. You often see players

showsigns of extreme excellence
and then, kind of, fade away but
with KG, I think we can get used
to this kind of performance for
the rest of his career,” he said.
When the conversation
moved to the World Cup, Steyn
batted for South Africa saying
ODI rankings need to be thrown
out of the window. “I don’t think
we have lost an ODI series for
two-and-half years but no one
gives us a chance.
“We are led by Faf (du Plessis)
who has been in fantastic form,
KG is bowling exceptionally
well, in the IPL Imran Tahir is
right up there in terms of wickets
(second-highest at 13 behind
Rabada who had 17 wickets
before Wednesday). We have got
a list of players from Quinton de
Kock to No. 11 who are matchwinners and there is not much
more that you can ask for.”
Comparison with 1999, when
England last hosted the World
Cup and Steyn was in school,
therefore is pointless. “We use
twonewballsnow.Batsmenwho
are No 3 will play the ramp from
the first over.We were relyingon
guys like Lance (Klusener) to hit
the ball out of the ground. Now
every team has a 360 degree
player,” he said.

tures dropping thanks to a drizzle, an upbeat Delhi Capitals
side — which is second on points
table — turned up in numbers
for nets. Their wonderkid Rishabh Pant batted freely.
Pant, who was left out of the
World Cup squad only to be kept
as a standby, is upset at the
exclusion but has taken it in his
stride, team head coach Ricky
Ponting said.
Batting for 30-40 minutes, he
had a chat with Ponting, then
launched into the bowlers and
looked at ease playing his
strokes. Delhi Capitals will hope
he can conjure up some of those
shots in Thursday’s match
against Mumbai Indians, whose
battery of hard-hitters are
themselves a potent threat with
the bat. On show for Mumbai
Indians will be the Pandya
brothers and West Indian
Kieron Pollard.
“I checked with him on Monday night. There is no doubt he
is disappointed as he wanted to
be in the team like many other
youngsters. But the good thing
is that he has taken it well. He
has to realise he is young and
has potentially got 3-4 World
Cups in the course of his
career,” said Ponting who had,
at the start of the season, suggested Pant as India’s No. 4.
EXCLUSION SURPRISING
The former Aussie skipper reiterated his surprise at Pant’s
exclusion. “Yes, I was a bit surprised, he could have been in the
starting XI, at No. 4 or 5. He has
that X factor about him that
could have been the difference
between India and other teams
in the World Cup.
“(But) What has been a negative thing for him in not being
picked for the team is something
positive for Delhi Capitals. We
feel that the decision has been

HEAD TO HEAD
Delhi
Capitals

Mumbai
Indians

12

11
Total matches

23

LAST YEAR’S MATCHES
n Delhi Daredevils beat

Mumbai Indians by 7 wickets
in Mumbai.
n Delhi Daredevils beat
Mumbai 11 runs in Delhi.

THIS SEASON
n Delhi Capitals beat Mumbai

by 37 runs in Mumbai.
Stats: S.PERVEZ QAISER

made now and he can focus on
the IPL.”
Pant, who did well in the Test
series in England and Australia,
was left out of ODIs in Australia
and New Zealand and then
failed to click in home ODIs
against Australia. He has been
inconsistent in the IPL too.
Those close to the batsman
say he was told to prepare for
the No. 4 slot for India. Pant had
been setting himself up in that
mould.
In two of his best recent
innings, 46 vs KKR and 39 vs
KXIP, he looked to play himself
in, biding his time and waiting
for the bad balls.
On Thursday, the wicket will
present its own challenge. Delhi
have won three away games in a
row, against sides strong at
home, but have won just one of
their three games at Kotla.
Ponting had criticised the
wicket after the previous game
here. This time, he says, they
are better prepared.
“We know the wicket now,”
he said. “It will be slow and
expected to turn a little bit. It
will be difficult for Mumbai
Indians to come here and play.”

‘Captaincy has made me a better player’ Selectors must be daring
Devarchit Varma
n

there is an early wicket, you
almost end up opening the
innings, which is also a role
familiar for me as I open in the
domestic circuit and I have had
a fair amount of success there
too. But whether it is the openers, or me at No 3, the key is for
one of us to stay on for a long
part of the innings to hold things
together and ensure that things
are stable,” he said.

devarchit.varma@htlive.com

MUMBAI: How challenging is it to
captain an IPL team packed
with international stars? Ask
Shreyas Iyer, who, at 24, has led
a refurbished Delhi Capitals
side featuring India stalwarts
like Shikhar Dhawan and Ishant Sharma, with verve.
For a team that has languished somewhere in the bottom rung year after year, occupying the second spot halfway
through IPL 2019 is a big leap.
Iyer, who has had captaincy
stints with domestic giants
Mumbai and India ‘A’, brought
that experience into play.
“When I was named captain
midway through last season, I
took it up as a challenge, and in
some sense it has also made me
into a better player,” Iyer said.
“This year I knew I was going
to be captaining for the full season, and it helped me prepare
myself mentally. In between I
have, of course, captained Mumbai and India ‘A’ as well. So yes,
it is a role I definitely enjoy,” he
added.

ONE STEP AT A TIME
Iyer is being seen as a future
Indian cricketer, but opportunities have been rare. The debate
on selection for the World Cup
— which Iyer missed — has not
ended yet. But Iyer, who hit a
stunning 36 sixes in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy preceding
the IPL, says his success is built
one step at a time.
“When I was playing Syed
Mushtaq, that (series) was all I
wanted to do well in,” he said.
“Before the IPL, a lot of people
asked me if I was eyeing a World

n

Delhi Capitals captain Shreyas Iyer (centre) feels self-belief has helped the team do well.

Cup spot, but that was never the
case, my 100 per cent focus was
and is on the IPL and doing well
for Delhi Capitals, and I know
we can go a very long way.”
Iyer, who has only played six
ODIs and T20Is and is in-charge
of several big names in his team,
man-management could get
tricky. He has found mentors

both on and off the field.
“It’s actually great to have
this kind of a ‘think-tank’,” Iyer
said. “You get to pick the brains
of legends like Ricky Ponting
and Sourav Ganguly, they are
forever willing to teach. On the
field too, I have seniors like Shikhar (Dhawan) or Ishant
(Sharma) or (Colin) Ingram,

SANJEEV VERMA/HT

whose advice I can always take
during a match.”
Iyer has had a successful IPL,
garnering 266 runs in eight
games, averaging in excess of 33.
He says aiming to bat for long
has been the reason behind successful run.
“I have been batting onedown so far, and of course when

A BALANCED SIDE
The Mumbai batsman in-charge
of Delhi Capitals is satisfied
with the team’s showings so far,
but wants more from his resurgent side. “There were matches
that we should have won, and
we failed. But we have done well
to recover from those losses,
and move up to second on the
points table after the three consecutive wins,” he said.
“The Delhi team has not been
in second position of the tournament in years, so that is very satisfying. But the job is far from
done for us.”
Iyer says Delhi’s self-belief
has helped them a great deal this
year. “With so much around
that is new for the Delhi Capitals, there is just a lot more
belief. I think with the way we
have played so far, you can
sense that belief too,” he said.
“We have definitely got one of
the most balanced sides in the
tournament. The batting is centred around the Indians, but we
have handy batsmen in our
overseas players. The pace
bowling attack is among the
most potent in the IPL, and on
their days even our spinners
like Amit Mishra and Sandeep
Lamichhane gave given us crucial breakthroughs.”

in picking young players
@CRICKETWALLAH

AYAZ MEMON
WhenthelateRajSinghDungarpur was chairman of selectors, I
once asked him how much influence captains had in picking a
team. “Very little or very much,
depending on personality,” he
was candid.
“Pataudi and Gavaskar, for
instance, always got the players
theywanted, others didn’t,” said
Dungarpur. “For a captain to get
hisway,hemustnotonlybeclear
in his mind, but forceful about
who he wants and why.”
This was the time when team
selection in India was viewed
withgreatscepticism,byfansand
particularlyplayers,andimmortalisedbyMohinderAmarnath’s
‘selectors are a bunch of jokers’
statement when he was omitted
for a series.
In those days parochialism
and favouritism – by selectors
andstrongcaptains–couldplaya
significant part in selection. It is
reasonabletobelievethingshave
changed drastically for the better.
Unlike in the past, selectors
are professionals today, paid
handsomely to spot, follow and
picktalent.Theysurelywouldbe
loath to do anything that affects
their credibility, and consequently financial interests.
The stakes have become even
higherfor thecaptainin termsof
prestige and money. In the past,

there were undoubtedly some
given to picking players for support in the dressing room rather
than on cricketing ability. That
syndrome has hopefully collapsed.
Selection is always a subjective process and individual preferences will differ. But I would
like to believe one-upmanship
and cat-and-mouse games
between those assigned the task
are passé. Today, there is far
more common ground between
thetwofactionswhenchoosinga
team.
Unless some crisis warrants
an overhaul of the team, most
players select themselves. The
tussle,as itwere, betweenselectors(amongthemselvesorcollectivelyagainstthecaptain)isusually restricted to very few candidates.
Take for instance choosing
between Rishabh Pant and
DineshKarthikandAmbatiRayudu and K L Rahul/Vijay
Shankar for the World Cup
squad. These were vexing decisions,andhavebeenthesourceof
muchdebateinthepastfewdays.
KarthikandRayuduareexperienced players in whom Indian
cricket has invested heavily in
thepastcoupleofyears.Pantand
Rahul are precocious, dashing
youngsters,toutedasmatch-winners, albeit somewhat errorprone.Shankarhasemergedasa
robust late-bloomer.
This was somewhat different
from choosing Mohammed
Shami and Ravindra Jadeja. For
all the brouhaha over Karthik
versus Pant, the comeback of
Shami and Jadeja (with no dis-

sentingvoice),who hadbeen discarded from ODI cricket till six
months back, makes for a
remarkable story. Or two.
But coming back to the two
crucial selections in the batting
order(onealsoasback-upwicketkeeper to MS Dhoni), the toss-up
inmyopinionwasbetweenbeing
adventurous or conservative.
In the case of Rayudu (admittedly in poor form lately) and
Rahul/Shankar, the selectors
have plumped for youth. However,whereKarthikandPantare
concerned,they’vegoneforexperience.
On the face of it, this might
seemlikeaconundrum.Butteam
selectiondoesnotnecessarilyfollow linear logic. Several factors
likecurrentform,teamcomposition, and back-up contingencies
come into play.
Iaminclinedforanaggressive
rather than defensive approach,
especiallywhenitcomestoyoung
back-upplayers,asthatwouldbe
investing in the future.
What’s most pertinent in the
situationisthecaptain’sposition.
What weightage should be
given to his opinion?
Ibelieveasubstantialamount,
unlessthereisoverwhelmingjustification (recent performances,
fitness, etc) to go otherwise. All
said a captain puts far more on
theline.Ifheisleftfeelingvulnerable, it is not only unfair, but can
have serious ramifications.
I hope the team selected has
Virat Kohli’s buy-in and confidencetowintheWorldCup.Best
of luck!
The writer is a veteran sports writer.
Views are personal.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

sport

15

Messi’s happy feet end
United’s Europe hopes
Associated Press

n

Ajax players celebrate after beating Juventus in the UEFA Champions League quarter-final second leg in Turin on Tuesday.

AFP

YouthfulAjaxrallytostun
Ronaldo’sJuve,entersemis
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Teenage skipper De Ligt scores, takes Dutch side to its first semis in 22 years
Agence France-Presse
n

memorable 4-1 victory at the
Santiago Bernabeu.
Juventus had been looking to
reach the Champions League
semi-finals for the third time in
the past five seasons.
But Ronaldo, who scored an
away goallast week withadiving
header in Amsterdam, was
Juve’s only weapon against the
impressive Dutch side.
The 34-year-old was signed for
100 million euros last summer
from Real Madrid in a bid to win
the European trophy for the first
time since 1996, when they beat
Ajax in the final.
Massimiliano Allegri had
been forced to reshuffle his side
because of injuries, with Paulo
Dybala returning in place of the
injured Mario Mandzukic, while
captain Giorgio Chiellini was
also sidelined.
Ajax’s defence took a hit when
Noussair Mazraoui, who had
replaced the suspended Nicolas
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TURIN: Ajax stunned Juventus to

reach the Champions League
semi-finals for the first time
since 1997 as Matthijs de Ligt’s
thumping second-half header
secured a 2-1 second-leg victory
in the last eight on Tuesday.
Cristiano Ronaldo, biddingfor
his sixth Champions League
title, scored a 28th-minute
header to put Juve ahead after a
1-1 first-leg draw, but Donny van
de Beek levelled for Ajax before
half-time.
Teenage centre-back De Ligt
struck midway through the second period, though, to seal a 3-2
aggregate win.
The young Dutch side had
already eliminated three-time
defending champions Real
Madrid en route to the quarters,
overturning a 2-1 home defeat
against the Spanish side with a

Tagliafico, limped off on 11 minutes with an ankle injury, with
Daley Sinkgraven coming on.
AjaxgoalkeeperAndreOnana
dived to keep out a scorching
Dybala half-volley in the 20th
minute.
But Ronaldo latched onto a
Miralem Pjanic corner with a
downward header that left
Onana without no chance.
It was the Portugal star’s 126th
Champions League goal and
sixth of this campaign, having
now scored in his past six Europeangames against Ajax, netting
nine goals in total.
But Van de Beek soon silenced
the cheers of the home crowd
when he controlled a wayward
Hakim Ziyech shot six minutes
later, rolling the ball past
Szczesny to cancel out Juventus’
away goal and make it 2-2 on
aggregate.
Teenage striker Moise Kean
replaced Dybala after the break,

but it was the Dutch who turned
on the style, with only Szczesny’s
reflexes keeping Juventus in the
tie.
The Polish keeper denied
Ziyech from close range with one
hand, and minutes later tipped
Van de Beek’s curling effort over
the bar.
The Juventus back-line struggled with the pace of the Dutch
team with Pjanic doing well to
deny Ziyech a tap-in.
But Erik ten Hag’s side’s
incessant pressure paid off with
19-year-old skipper De Ligt towering above Alex Sandro and
Daniele Rugani to head home
Lasse Schone’s corner on 67 minutes. Ziyech looked as if he had
fired a third past Szczesny, but
his goal was ruled offside after a
VAR check.
And the Dutch visitors held
on, with Ronaldo unable to make
a difference after his incredible
hat-trick had pulled Juventus
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BARCELONA: Lionel Messi made
sure there was no memorable
ChampionsLeaguecomebackfor
ManchesterUnitedatCampNou
this time.Messi scoredtwo early
goals to help Barcelona beat
United 3-0 on Tuesday and reach
the Champions League semifinals for the first time in four seasons with a 4-0 aggregate score.
United had arrived at Camp
Nou hoping to take inspiration
from their Champions League
final victory 20 years ago, when
current manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer capped a comeback
against Bayern Munich by scoring the winner in injury time.
But Messi showed that past
glories mean very little when he
is playing at his best.“Theimage
(wegave)wasspectacular.Thisis
who we are,” Messi said. “I was
fortunate the first went in, I
struck it hard and just inside the
post.Ineededalittlemoreluckon
the second. The important thing
is that we achieved our goal. We
have taken one more step.”
After not managing a single
shot on target at Old Trafford in
the first leg, United looked a lot
moredangerousgoingforwardat
the start.But afterMarcus Rashford hit the crossbar, Messi took
over with his tournament-leadingninthand10thgoalsoftheseason. “Messi and Cristiano
(Ronaldo) have been the best
players in the world for the past
decade,” Solskjaer said. “And he
showed why we think that and
why he has won so many titles. If
you give him space and timing
around the goal he will create
chances and score.”
The Barcelona crowd, which
for so long viewed Ronaldo as its
main nemesis when he was with
RealMadrid,celebratedtheAjax

MESSI JUST GETS BETTER

This table looks at the rate at which some of the world’s
leading strikers are scoring. If it's even possible, Messi has
actually improved over last season.
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goalswhentheywereannounced
on the video monitor.
In the opening leg, Messi had
his nose bloodied by the arm of
Chris Smalling inacollision that
Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverdecomparedtobeing“run
over by a truck.”
Messi was back in full force a
weeklater. Farfromshyingaway
fromcontactwithrivals,heinitiated it with his defence to set an
exampleforhisteammateswhen
they were caught off-guard after
kickoff. After Rashford threatened by grazing the bar, Messi
outmuscledAshleyYoungtowin
the ball near the right touchline.
He then brought the home
crowd to its feet as he poked the
ballthroughthelegsofFred,sped
along the edge of the box, and
drove a left-footed strike around
a diving David de Gea.
Messigothisdoublesoonwith
more than a little help from De
Gea. “We started well in the first
15 minutes and I thought, ‘We’ve
got something here,’” Solskjaer
said. “Butthentheyscoredtwice
in four minutes. ... You could see

0.74 Cristiano
Ronaldo

2018-19

the difference of the teams
tonight. The quality of their finishing was outstanding.”
Messi went close to setting up
anothergoaljustbeforehalftime.
He made Phil Jones dizzy by
changingthedirectionofhisdribble three times. He then played
Jordi Alba wide, for the left back
to cross the ball to Sergi Roberto
arriving at the far post. De Gea
made a superb save.
Philippe Coutinho added a
third goal with a curling strike
from long range in the 61st to cap
arguablythebestperformanceby
theformerLiverpoolplayersince
joiningBarcajustoverayearago.
Messi cued the attack that
endedinCoutinho’sgoalbyplaying a long ball down the left to
Alba, who knocked it back to the
Brazil midfielder to beat De Gea
from distance.
The goals ended Messi’s
bizarrescoringdroughtinChampions League quarterfinals that
had reached 12 matches dating
back to 2013. In total he has 45
goals in 42 games through all
competitions this campaign.

into the quarter-finals in the
last-16 win over Atletico Madrid.
Four-time winners Ajax won
their third consecutive title in
1973 at the expense of Juventus,
and last lifted the trophy in 1995,
with their last semi-final appearances ending in defeat by Juve 22
years ago
ALLEGRI STICKING WITH
JUVENTUS
Juventus coach Massimiliano
Allegri announced he would be
staying on as coach with the Italian giants next season despite
another Champions League disappointment.
“I met the (club) president
(Andrea Agnelli) a couple of days
ago and told him that I will stay
at Juventus. We’ll sit down with
the club and think about the
future,” Allegri said.
“If I didn’t have the motivation I would have told him so
straight away.”

n

With 10 goals, Lionel Messi is the highest scorer of this Champions League campaign.
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Juve spent six times more
than Ajax in past 10 years

Players come & go, United stay stuck

Reuters

NEWDELHI: Barcelona’s 4-0 aggre-

n

and who possessed something
Juventuslacked--aclearplaying
style. The current Juventus side
is arguably the least appealing
since Massimiliano Allegri took
overin2014,dependinglargelyon
the talent of Ronaldo to unlock
matches. Playmaker Paulo
Dybala, in particular, seems to
havebeeninhibitedbyRonaldo’s
presenceandtheArgentine’sseasontookanotherfrustratingturn
on Tuesday when he was taken
offathalftimewithathighinjury.
According to Transfermarkt,
Ajaxhavespentjustover$57million this season while Juventus
have splashed out $ 296 million.
Of that, around $113 million
wasonRonaldo,$45millioneach
on Joao Cancelo and Costa, $39.6
million on bringing Leonardo
BonuccibackfromACMilanand
$13.5 million on reserve goalkeeper Mattia Perin.
And ifwe lookat totaltransfer
spendingoverthepast10seasons,
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TURIN: Juventus have been sent

back to the drawing board after
their Champions League ambitions were shattered by an Ajax
Amsterdam side whose transfer
spending this season has been
roughly one fifth of their own.
The Turin club have dominated Italian football, winning
SerieAforthelastsevenseasons,
and their signing of five-times
World Player of the Year Cristiano Ronaldo in July was interpretedasaboldstatementoftheir
European intentions.
But those dreams were left in
tatters after Juventus were
beaten 2-1 at home in their quarter-final second leg on Tuesday,
going out 3-2 on aggregate.
NotonlywereJuventusbeaten
but they were outclassed by a
teamwhosefluid,geometricpassing left them chasing shadows

Juventus have spent around
$1,389 million, more than six
times Ajax’s spend of $214 million. Fans of other Serie A sides
are unlikely to be sympathetic,
either, after seeing Juventus
snap up their top players.
Examples include Miralem
PjanicandGonzaloHiguain,who
joinedfromASRomaandNapoli
respectivelyin2016,andFederico
Bernardeschi from Fiorentina.
But, rather like Paris St Germain in France, Juve’s dominance of Serie A appeared to
leave them unprepared for the
European challenge.
Ajax took the game to Juventus in a way that none of their
domestic rivals would have
dared, and Allegri’s team were
incapable of dealing with it.
“Football can be brutal, we
conceded an unlucky goal and
after that, we became afraid and
we were stretched in the second
half,” he said.

AJAX LOWEST SPENDERS OVER 10 SEASONS

This chart looks at the transfer spending of the eight quarter-finalists of the Champions
League over the past 10 seasons. Ajax have spent around $214 million while their opponents,
Juventus, have spent more than six times that at $1,389 million.
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Bhargab Sarmah
n

EVERY POOR SEASON AT
UNITED HAS BEEN
FOLLOWED BY HIGH
ACTIVITY IN THE
TRANSFER MARKET
BUT WITHOUT MUCH
IMPROVEMENT IN THE
TEAM’S FORTUNES

bhargab.sarmah@htlive.com

gate win over Manchester
United in the quarter-finals of
the Champions League left little
doubt about the gulf in quality
between the two European
heavyweights. United,underOle
Gunnar Solskjaer, were all but
out of the competition within the
first 20 minutes of action in
Camp Nou. With Barcelona
barely breaking sweat in the 3-0
home win, the game was a testament to the fallen standards at a
post-Ferguson United.
In his press conference in Barcelona, Solskjaer made no secret
of his plans to rebuild the squad
this summer. “The next few
years are going to be massive to
get to the level that Barcelona
and other teams are at,” he said.
“We’ve got good players to work
with and at the moment we’ve
done really well to get to the
quarters and challenge for top
four, but we’ve got a rebuilding
job.”
This is not unfamiliar territory for United. After David
Moyes’ disastrous 2013-14 season
in charge of United, the club
went on a buying spree, bringing
in Angel di Maria, Radamel Falcao, Ander Herrera, Daley Blind,
Luke Shaw, Marcos Rojo, among
others, and handing Moyes’ successor Louis van Gaal a competitive squad.
They had also secured the services of Marouane Fellaini and
Juan Mata in the two transfer
windows prior to that. Van Gaal
didn’t shy away from large-scale
changes in the summer of 2015
either, signing Memphis Depay,
Morgan Schneiderlin, Bastian
Schweinsteiger, Anthony Martial, Sergio Romero and Matteo
Darmian.
United failed to qualify for the
Champions League that season
and with the arrival of new manager Jose Mourinho, brought in
Paul Pogba, Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Eric Bailly and Henrikh Mkhitaryan in the Portuguese’s first

n

Paul Pogba (right) is Man United’s most expensive signing and is
expected to be a key part of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s plans.
GETTY

season; and Romelu Lukaku,
Victor Lindelof, Nemanja Matic
and Alexis Sanchez in the second.
That’s 22 major signings (leaving aside low-key purchases like
Diogo Dalot or Lee Grant) in the
last five years, with nothing
really to show for it.
It has been a recurring, and
for the club’s supporter, demoralizing theme at Old Trafford in

the years after Ferguson’s retirement. Every underwhelming
campaign has been followed by
high activity on the transfer
market but without much
improvement in results. The
club has spent close to €900 million in transfer since 2013. By
comparison, this has been the
quietest season for United postFerguson, with Fred being the
only major signing.

BAD SHOPPING
The failings of this transfer policy can be gauged by the fact that
very few of the post-Ferguson
signings have managed to make
themselves indispensable to the
squad. In Tuesday’s second leg
against Barcelona, for instance,
only four of United’s starting
XI—Pogba, Lindelof, Fred and
Martial—had moved to the club
after Ferguson’s retirement in
2013.
When asked about another
summer of rebuilding at United,
former Croatia and West Ham
manager Slaven Bilic, now a
pundit with BT Sport, made a
pertinent point. “For six orseven
years, Man United are spending
money. They needed a centreback, they spent money on Lindelof, Bailly. To be fair, are (Man
City’s) Laporte, Otamendi better
players than Lindelof and
Bailly? Up front, they have
Lukaku,Sanchez,Martial, Rashford. You can’t buy better players than those,” he said.
Bilic’s comments highlight
the fact that while United have
indeed been reinforcing the
squad with quality players since
2013, many of their signings have
appeared arbitrary. In 2013, the
club spent the summer chasing
signatures of Cesc Fabregas and
Gareth Bale, as Moyes recently
admitted during an appearance
in BeIN Sports, only to end up
with Fellaini as the sole summer
signing.
A year later, the club brought
Di Maria from Real Madrid having paid £60 million, an extravagant sum at the time, only to suffer a sizeable loss while selling

him to Paris Saint-Germain after
a season. Sanchez’s acquisition
appears similar in nature, with
the club paying the player an
unusually high salary once he
became available on the market.
He is unlikely to stay beyond this
season.
The club has been involved in
long-drawn negotiations for
players, as in the case of Herrera,
but there have been failures in
securing key transfer targets—
Toni Kroos in 2014 and a centreback last summer.
In contrast, Liverpool waited
for prime target Virgil van Dijk
after failing to land him in the
summer of 2017, signing him in
early 2018.
They also reinforced key
areas of the squad without being
involved in bidding battles for
high-cost players. Today’s
United seem to be in dire need of
a direction and structure when it
comes to player recruitment.
Appointing a Director of Football and establishing a recruitment structure could be a start.
Unlike in Ferguson’s era, managers across the world are being
backed by specialised divisions
dealing in transfers. It is perhaps
time for United to do away with
the old-school structure and follow a route that rivals Man City,
Chelsea and Liverpool have
taken with varying levels of success.
The club faces a key summer
in front of it. In the last few
weeks, United have been linked
with moves for Borussia Dortmund winger Jadon Sancho,
Napoli centre-backKalidouKouibaly and Sporting Lisbon midfielder Bruno Fernandes, among
others.
They are also expected to let
go of a number of players, most
notably Sanchez, Mata, Herrera,
Rojo, Darmian, and Antonio
Valencia.
But unless United free themselves from the trap of an ambiguous transfer strategy, Solskjaer’s ‘rebuilding job’ could
turn into another summer of
profligate spending.
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Dry summer will make leg-spinners a crucial factor in the 2019 World Cup
facetoface
ISH SODHI, New Zealand and Royals spinner
Shalini Gupta
n

shalini.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:Ish Sodhi, New

Zealand’s Ludhiana-born legspinner, will appear in his first
50-over ICC World Cup in the
UK. The 26-year-old, playing
for Rajasthan Royals in IPL,
was picked over fellow leggie
Todd Astle by the selectors as
one of the spinners, alongside
left-arm Mitchell Santner.
Sodhi talks about his plans
for the tournament in an
interview.
Excerpts:

What are New Zealand’s chances
of winning the World Cup?
What is your mindset?
We have a good chance of doing
well in the World Cup. Batsmen
like Martin Guptill, Ross Taylor
and Kane Williamson are
backed by a good bowling unit.
Moreover, the format is very
good with each team playing the
other (in the preliminary
stage). It gives a chance to every
team to showcase their best
skills. New Zealand can upset
some fancied teams. The main
focus will be to be consistent
and progress to the semifinals;

ensure we prepare well and get
used to the conditions. We take
on India and West Indies in
warm-up matches. Both are
excellent to test our skills at the
start. I want to be part of the
World Cup-winning team.

What role do you see yourself
playing with Santner? Can spin
be a decisive factor in England?
I want to be an aggressive
bowler in the middle overs. If
you want to be a bowler who
aims to just contain and not
attack you will really struggle,
considering the brilliant conditions England has to offer these
days. It is best to be aggressive
in the middle overs and slow
down the run-rate. Figures of
anything like 3/70, 3/65 will be

ideal for a spinner during the
World Cup. Last summer was
very dry in England and if that
persists, spinners can play a
crucial role. It is not easy to go
after Mitchell and that is when I
benefit. We play for Northern
Districts and know each other’s
game well. We did well against
Sri Lanka as spin partners. It
should be fun bowling alongside him in the World Cup.

How has leg-spin evolved in
limited-overs? All teams,
even in IPL, base bowling
plans around leg-spinners.
I would say leg-spin has experienced its re-birth. If you look
back at the 2003, 2007, 2011 or
even the 2015 World Cup, there
weren’t those many leg-spin-

ners. The 2019 World Cup will
see maximum leg-spinners in
action. Earlier, a lot of teams
depended on finger spinners
and their success. Nowadays
more emphasis is on wrist spinners, who spin the ball both
ways. Leg-spinners will have
success stories in the 2019
World Cup. When you see
Rashid Khan, Yuzvendra Chahal and Imran Tahir doing well
in IPL, it is just a treat to watch.

What influence has Shane
Warne had on your bowling as
Rajasthan Royals mentor for
two seasons? How has Stuart
McGill (Aussie leggie) made an
impact on your career?
Warne was a legendary bowler.
The skills he had were defi-

nitely tough to pass on; we
aren’t that skilled. It was great
to have an understanding with
him, listen to him and chew his
brain when it comes to leg-spin.
During the interactions, he
gave me his trust for my legbreaks. He backed the way I
focus on my leg-breaks and not
go for variations. In T20 cricket,
spinners try a lot of variations
and experiment. Stuart is a
friend and mentor. We became
friends during Big Bash League
while playing for Adelaide
Strikers in 2017. Last summer, I
struggled with my form and
confidence. That’s when he
worked on my bowling and
lifted my morale. I was
successful against Sri Lanka
and India later.

You have played in the T20
Blast for Nottinghamshire for two
seasons. Would that help understanding the English conditions
well during the World Cup?
Those two seasons have been
phenomenal. I have realised it
is better to trump the batsman
in the air and bowl a bit slow to
get the results. It will be my first
ODI World Cup, so I am really
keen on using the experience I
gained in England. I would also
be talking and training with
Stuart before the World Cup. He
has good experience of playing
in England. When I started
bowling a bit fast, I struggled
and lost my rhythm. I like to
build that old school art of spin
and bowling a bit slow through
the air to take wickets.

Archer can still
grab England berth
LONDON:England chief selector Ed

Smith is confident the call-up of
uncapped all-rounder Jofra
Archer will have no adverse
affect on team morale in the
run-up to the World Cup. Rising
star Archer was included on
Wednesday in a 17-man squad for
next month’s ODIs against Ireland and Pakistan.
The dynamic Barbados-born
Archer was left out of the 15-man
preliminary World Cup squad
also announced by tournament
hosts England. But he could have
as many as six ODIs — one
against Ireland and five against
Pakistan — to stake his claim
before England confirm their
final squad on May 23.
Sussex paceman Archer, 24,
has an English father and holds a
British passport. He completed a
three-year qualification period
on March 17 after the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
changed its residency rules.
Under the previous system, he
would not have been eligible until
the winter of 2022 after a sevenyear residency. Archer and
another Barbados-born Sussex
player Chris Jordan were both
added to the 15-man squad that
played a one-day series in the
West Indies this year.
They were also included in the
14-strong party for a one-off
Twenty20 against Pakistan.
Archer has been impressive in
the Indian Premier League (IPL),
where he took three for 15 for the
Rajasthan Royals against Kings

ENGLAND SQUAD
15-member outfit: Eoin
Morgan (captain), Moeen Ali,
Jonny Bairstow, Jos Buttler
(wicketkeeper), Tom Curran,
Joe Denly, Alex Hales, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe
Root, Jason Roy, Ben Stokes,
David Willey, Chris Woakes,
Mark Wood.

XI Punjab on Tuesday.
“The selection panel has been
impressed with Jofra Archer’s
performances in domestic and
franchise cricket,” said Smith.
“He is a very talented and exciting cricketer.
“In line with ICC regulations,
we have to name a preliminary
squad of 15 for the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup before April
23. However, all 17 players
named in the Royal London ODIs
against Pakistan can stake a
claim to be in the final 15-man
squad, finalised at the end of that
series.” Several England quicks
who are vying with Archer for a
place in the World Cup squad
have expressed concerns about
his possible inclusion.
Chris Woakes, asked on Tuesday if it was fair that Archer
might replace someone who had
been an England regular for
years, said: “Fair probably is not
the right word. It probably
wouldn’t be fair, morally, but at
the same time it’s the nature of
AFP
international sport.”
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble
Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry
boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish

V

GAMEOF
BEARD
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the
allure of the chic city
lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole

hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

Nikita Deb
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed
beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of
them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported
beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n
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uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards

G

“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER
that dream,” says Guru.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful

experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.
n
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Acting on stage excites me: Aahana Kumra
The actor talks
about her stint
in theatre and
her love for
the stage
Gayathri Menon
rom portraying the
innocent daughter of
Amitabh Bachchan in the
television series, Yudh at
the beginning of her career, to
playing the role of Priyanka
Gandhi in the political
biography film, The Accidental

F

Prime Minister, Aahana
Kumra has been proving her
mettle as an actor with every
film. The Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2017) actor is also
known for theatre plays such
as By George, Arms And The
Man, and Rebecca, to name a
few. With her latest play, Dekh
Behan coming up, the actor is
back to the stage and is excited
about it.
About how she started this
journey she says, “Once I was
done with the schooling, I
joined a summer workshop at
Prithvi theatre. That’s when I
realised that I enjoyed theatre.
The high and adrenaline rush
you get from being on stage,
excites me as an actor. Unlike
films, one doesn’t have to wait
for the audience reaction while

performing on stage.”
Remembering one of her
goof-ups during a performance,
Aahana says, “Once, while
performing By George,
directed by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah; actor), I
forgot my lines on stage. It was
just me and Faisal Rashid on
stage and we kept looking at
each other and my expressions
were such that he thought that
he had forgotten his lines. It
was really funny.”
Aahana believes that
Mumbai is a hub for theatre
lovers and gives a lot of
opportunities to upcoming
artistes. “Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity to many
actors who want to begin their
acting careers, and understand
the kind of artistes they are.

There’s always something
happening in Mumbai. I’m glad
that I got to start my career in
theatre in Bombay.”

Criticism of Sansa Stark
pushed Sophie towards
suicidal thoughts
elebrities struggling with
depression and a feeling of
isolation isn’t an
uncommon phenomenon, and
the most recent star to open up
about going through mental
health issues is the 23-year-old
British actor Sophie Turner. In
a podcast interview with Dr
Phil, Sophie revealed that her
mental health deteriorated
following negative social media
comments for playing Sansa
Stark in Game of Thrones.
“I would just believe it. I’d
say, ‘Yeah, I am spotty. I am fat.
I am a bad actress.’ I would get
[the costume department] to
tighten my corset a lot. I just
got very, very self-conscious,”
she said during the podcast.
She joined the popular
fantasy show when she was 15
and began suffering from
depression since the age of 17.
Sophie recalls having
suicidal thoughts. “It’s weird. I
say I wasn’t very depressed
when I was younger, but I used
to think about suicide a lot. I
don’t know why though. Maybe
it’s just a weird fascination I
used to have, but yeah, I used
to think about it. I don’t think I
ever would have gone
through with it. I don’t
know,” says Sophie, who is
engaged to musician Joe
Jonas.
Through the course of
the interview, the actor,
who will be soon seen in
Dark Phoenix, admits
that although she stills
suffers from mental

C

health problems, she is in a
better place, thanks to
medication. “I’ve suffered with
my depression for five or six
years now. The biggest
challenge for me is getting out
of bed and getting out of the
house. Learning to love
yourself is the biggest
challenge,” she says.
“I’m on medication and I
love myself now, or more than I
used to, I think,” she adds, and
signs off by saying that she
would be taking a break from
the acting world after Game of
Thrones ends this year, and
will focus on her “mental
health”.
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Kalank 10:05AM 10:45AM
01:15PM 01:55PM 04:25PM
05:05PM 07:35PM 08:15PM
10:45PM 11:25PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:25AM 12:55PM 03:25PM
05:55PM 08:25PM 10:55PM

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

N N AE I
IVILL
E IU PPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

AnkitaLokhande’snext
tobeanactionfilm?

MOVIES ON TV

Rishabh Suri

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

Welcome at 1518
0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s
film career has finally taken
off in the right direction.
While she has been receiving
offers for different kinds
of films, action is one genre
that remained elusive to her,
until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she

S

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 11:30AM
12:15PM 03:00PM 03:55PM
06:30PM 07:35PM 10:00PM
10:35PM 11:15PM
The Curse of the Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
03:20PM 08:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:40AM 05:35PM
Kesari 12:10PM
PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Kalank 10:00AM 10:45AM
11:30AM 12:15PM 01:00PM
01:35PM 02:20PM 03:05PM
03:50PM 04:35PM 05:10PM
05:55PM 06:40PM 07:25PM
08:10PM 08:45PM 09:30PM
10:15PM 11:00PM 11:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 03:30PM
06:15PM 09:00PM 11:45PM
The Curse of the Weeping
Woman (A) English 10:00AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:10AM
Romeo Akbar Walter
11:00AM
Five Feet Apart English
02:05PM
Kesari 04:40PM
The Tashkent Files 07:55PM
Badla 11:00PM
PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH
Shazam! English 10:30AM
03:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 01:30PM
06:50PM 09:10PM 11:30PM
PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 10:10AM
11:20AM 12:35PM 01:45PM
02:55PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
06:30PM 07:45PM 10:05PM
11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:00AM
05:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 12:45PM
09:00PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 03:05PM 08:10PM
11:20PM
Kesari 10:55PM
WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Kalank 09:15AM 09:45AM
10:25AM 12:40PM 01:10PM
04:05PM 04:35PM 07:30PM
08:00PM 10:15PM 11:00PM
11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:45AM 01:50PM 03:15PM
05:45PM 10:15PM
The Tashkent Files 04:20PM
Kesari 07:15PM
PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 11:00AM 02:35PM
06:10PM 09:45PM

kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the

action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”
n

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 09:55AM
10:50AM 11:45AM 12:35PM
01:30PM 02:25PM 03:20PM
04:10PM 05:05PM 06:00PM

06:55PM 07:45PM 08:40PM
09:35PM 10:30PM 11:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 10:30AM 11:45AM
01:15PM 02:30PM 04:00PM
05:15PM 06:45PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:20AM
11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 03:50PM
09:00PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
10:00AM
Badla 01:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
06:10PM
Kesari 09:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Kalank 10:20AM 12:00PM
01:55PM 03:35PM 05:30PM
07:10PM 09:05PM 10:45PM
CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 10:00AM
12:15PM 01:40PM 03:30PM
03:55PM 05:20PM 07:05PM
07:35PM 09:00PM 10:00PM
11:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 10:20AM 12:50PM
04:40PM 07:20PM 10:40PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
02:35PM 07:55PM 10:10PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
11:30AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
01:05PM
Kesari 04:45PM
CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:15AM 12:30PM
04:00PM 07:20PM 10:45PM
FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 09:40AM
10:30AM 12:15PM 12:55PM
02:10PM 03:55PM 05:50PM
07:35PM 09:30PM 10:35PM
11:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 11:30AM 02:15PM
05:00PM 07:45PM 10:30PM
Romeo Akbar Walter
04:25PM
Kesari 07:25PM
INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:00AM 10:30AM
11:30AM 12:25PM 02:00PM
03:00PM 03:55PM 04:40PM
05:30PM 06:30PM 07:25PM
09:00PM 10:00PM 10:55PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 10:45AM 08:10PM
10:55PM
Kesari 01:30PM
INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Kalank 09:30AM 10:45AM
12:45PM 02:05PM 03:05PM
04:05PM 06:25PM 07:25PM
08:45PM 09:45PM 10:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:30PM
Kesari 05:25PM
RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Kalank 10:00AM 11:00AM
12:00PM 01:00PM 04:10PM
05:10PM 07:00PM 09:30PM
10:10PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
02:05PM 04:30PM 07:10PM

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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Entertainment & Promotional Features
Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein

PHOTOS:HTCS

Caught
on
Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SOPHIECHOUDRY

Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

E

Fitness is the way of life for
celebrities, and in this
recent post, singer Sophie
Choudry showed us the
same. “Fitness isn’t a fad,
it’s a lifestyle and a lifelong
journey.. keep at it! And
remember FIT is the new
Skinny!” she wrote.

Shamita Shetty says she didn’t find a fit with most
offers that came her way after her Bollywood debut
Juhi Chakraborty
er much-publicised
debut with Mohabbatein
in 2000 did not really
translate into good work
in Bollywood. Though
Shamita Shetty went on to star
in a handful of films over the
years, she rues she could
never make a lasting impact in
the film industry and did not
get as many films as she would
have liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in
2017 and it was then that I
realised that I missed acting. I
didn’t get as many films as I

H

would have wanted to be a part
of,” shares Shamita, whose
last film was Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice
to them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for
almost two decades now, says
she holds no regrets about how
her career shaped up, as she
can’t do much about things
beyond her control. “I have
grown as a person. I am so
happy with all the experiences
that I have had – both good and

bad. It has made me a strong
person and made me what I am
today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality
shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with
anyone else, let alone my
sister. I have done an action
reality show. As and when
opportunities come my way, I
will take them up. There is no
planning as such,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

Aashka slams the naysayers
of supernatural shows
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aashka Goradia may
not have been seen on the
small screen for
a year-and-a-half, but now she
is finally returning to the
fiction space.
She tells us, “For me, it
(taking break) happened after
a very long time, after working
constantly for 17 years.”
“Taking one-and-a-half year
break was not big. I got
married, and feel blessed to
have this time on my hand to
enjoy work and my personal
life too.” She was away after
her marriage to Brent Goble in
December 2017.
Asked whether she is
satisfied with how things have
shaped up on the professional
front, Aashka says, “It’s
been very interesting. I got
to learn so much. Be it
comedy, the girl-nextdoor, mythological
queen, fantasy queen,
then doing non-fiction
reality shows, doing a
finance show… it was a
big bouquet!”
Her comeback
vehicle is a
supernatural show,
one among the many
on-screen already. And
she plays a positive role“queen of the seven
colours” is how she
describes it.
What does Aashka feel
about the criticism such shows
attract?
“We live in a highly
populated country, and there
are merely a few people
sitting in the metro, trying to
decide the trend, the taste of
content or entertainment,
which doesn’t justify the
numbers for advertisers.
The criticism doesn’t
stand [when compared
with] what is enjoyed by
the nation at that slot,”
she says.
Further adding
that one shouldn’t

A

restrict the writer’s
imagination, she says, “If it
was so bad, then the
storyteller’s imagination must
end there! Instead, it became
a trend. And when

something becomes a trend
and is widely enjoyed, there
is kind of little scope for
criticism. People are
having fun.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Who’s this
pretty
little girl?
Actor-host-singer
Shibani Dandekar
posted this photo of
her younger days
and wrote, “Circa
1983 #mowgli in a
lengha
#killingthatfashion
game
#thatbrowngirl”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIBANIDANDEKAR

QUOTE HANGER
IT (MARRIAGE)
IS NOT GOING TO
HAPPEN THIS
YEAR. I’M NOT
SAYING I WON’T
GET MARRIED
BUT NOT THIS
SOON. IF I’M
DOING ALL THESE
MOVIES, I NEED
TO FIND THE
RIGHT TIME FOR
THAT.

SOME AMOUNT
OF LEARNING
COMES WITH
EVERYTHING.
I HAVE
REALISED THAT
I LOVE BEING
ON A MOVIE
SET... MY
APPROACH
TOWARDS
WORK HAS
CHANGED.

VARUN DHAWAN,
ACTOR

ADITYA ROY
KAPUR, ACTOR

Aashka
Goradia

Lucy Hale was seen in
Pretty Little Liars
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/LUCYHALE

Lucy,LucasinSpikeLee’scivilrightsdrama
ctors Lucy Hale and
Lucas Till will be playing
the lead pair in the civil
rights drama, Son of the
South, to be executive
produced by filmmaker Spike
Lee.
The project, to be directed
by Barry Alexander Brown,
is an adaptation of The
Wrong Side of Murder Creek:
A White Southerner in the
Freedom Movement, the
autobiography of civil rights

A

activist Bob Zellner, reported
Variety.
Till, 28, will portray Zeller,
an Alabama native and
grandson of a Ku Klux Klan
member who is pulled into
the centre of the civil rights
movement in 1961. The actor
is best known for portraying
Havok in the X-Men films
First Class (2011) and Days of
Future Past (2014).
Hale, 29 — star of A
Cinderella Story: Once Upon

a Song — will play Zeller’s
girlfriend Carol Ann in the
film. The cast also includes
Lex Scott Davis, Julia
Ormond, Cedric the
Entertainer, Sharonne
Lanier, Brian Dennehy and
Chaka Forman.
Lee and Brown are
longtime collaborators,
having previously worked on
She’s Gotta Have It (1986), Do
the Right Thing (1989),
Malcolm X (1992), Inside Man

(2006) and the recent
BlacKkKlansman (2018). For
BlacKkKlansman, Lee won
an Academy Award for best
adapted screenplay, while
Brown had received a nod for
best editing.
Son of the South recently
started production in
Montgomery, Alabama. The
project will be produced by
Colin Bates, Eve Pomerance,
Bill Black, and Stan Erdreich.

PTI

Lucas Till

PHOTO: NICK AGRO/AFP
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‘Themoreyou,trygenerally
thelessrespectthereis’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am an 18-year-old boy and I
was in a relationship until a
year ago for five months. We
broke up and the reason, she
said was that her parents found
out about it. We are like best
friends now. However, I still
have feelings for her. I thought
of asking her out again. But I
am afraid that it will affect our
friendship. What should I do?
— JM
Why don’t you ask her
parents out first? Just
kidding JM, that was my
April first moment, which
due to election bandobast,
has affected me in the
second week of April! See,
the problem you are having
is similar to AAP’s problem
with the Congress. You are
AAP, and she’s the younger
members of Congress.
Sadly, the older members of
Congress don’t like you.
Most probably because you
wear a muffler, and cough
when someone else’s
speaking. What I mean is,
her parents may be a
problem, but why did she
give in to them, so quickly?
If she really likes you, she
should be searching for a
compromise, not a way out,
right? Does she need to
clarify her intensity towards
you? Or is she happy to use

the parents to avoid an
alliance with…..er……AAP?

I am a 25-year-old guy and I
am in a relationship with
another guy. We were going
steady for eight years. He is
from a conservative family and
so we never revealed our
relationship. However, now his
parents want him to get
married and he has agreed to
do so. He says that he still
wants me in his life even after
marriage. He wishes that I also
marry a girl and move next to
him. I really loved this guy and
cannot handle this. What
should I do?
— LP
Your friend needs to sell his
suggestion to a TV
production company. Ask
him to get in touch with me,
I know a few people. Oh, and
LP, how people thought that
all problems would cease
the moment article 377 gets
cancelled. People didn’t
reckon with article 377b, c, d
and e paragraph 2.0. Please
don’t be a complete idiot.
Being an idiot is fine, but
please, the world has no
place for complete idiots. At
least not during a general
election. By having
‘fraudulent’ marriages, you
are just imprisoning more
innocent people in your

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
selfish scheme. Tell your
friend to be gay and proud.
He’s really not showing you
or the movement any
respect by taking this
cowardly strategic route. As
Ching Long Sing said,
“Marriage is about
convenience, but this is
ridiculous”.

I am a 24-year-old woman. I
used to talk to a guy and we
spoke a few times and I fell for
him. A few days ago, I
confessed my feelings to him,
without having been in touch at
all for almost six months.
Obviously, he doesn’t feel the
same for me. Can I still get him
to know me?
— DC
DC, what exactly do you
mean by, ‘obviously he
doesn’t feel the same way
about me’? King
Ajatashatru was told by his
cousin Swati, (no relation to
the snacks), that she loved
him. Ajastashatru was so
angry with this confession,
that he had Swati wear a
bucket on her head on
weekends, and quickly
married her off to the
visiting Persian King —
King Rustom, The Slow.
(Rustom was a notorious
slow talker, who was
infamous for not finishing
a sentence). So if he’s
rejected you DC, then his
path is clear. Why humiliate
yourself, by trying to
keep him in your life
when he’s not interested?
Chances of him changing
his mind are less than
the Indian voter’s are
in 2019. The more you
try, generally the less
respect there is. I think
you should just move on.

PHOTO: IS
STOCK; FOR
REPRESEN
NTATIONAL
PURPO
OSES ONLY

Swiping right or left seals the fate of your date
d
these days, here’s how the online game haas
changed the rules of dating
Collin Rodrigues
emember those presocial media days where
finding a date was a
rather difficult task.
Meeting new people was not so
common. Gone are those days
where you needed a common
friend to get introdu
uced to a
guy/girl you like. Even
E
after
an introduction, it was
w not
really clear if he/sh
he wo
be impressed by you or
w
would want to know
which eventually le
e
facing rejections.
However, the rules
dating have clearly
changed, ever since
the online dating
trend hit the world..
From websites
o
to mobile applicatio
dating has a whole ne
n
look out these days wit
different dynamics to it a
tell you how.

R

these days due to dating apps.
People feel like they don’t fit or
that they may be not
acceptable within the larger
picture. Dr Aman Bhonsle,
psychosocial analyst and
relationship counsellor, says,
“On these apps, people put
perfectly manicured and
perfectl
nd

H
HOPPING
ERIENCE

BEING INSECURE
Reportedly, a lot of iinsecurity
it
has come onto the surface

Online
O
li ddating
ti gives
i
a person
variety of options to choose from

Men act less interested in sex than they really are
ccording to a new study,
men act less interested in
sex than they are. This is
perhaps because of the
assumption that giving an
impression of wanting to have
sex with anyone, anytime, is
definitely not what most
women are looking for,
suggests new research.
“Men who are overly-eager
do not come across as
attractive,” said study coauthor, Leif Edward Ottesen
Kennair, Professor at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU).
The findings published in
the journal, Evolutionary
Behavioral Sciences, suggest
men and women’s real
intentions may be different
from the signals they send
each other.
For the study, researchers
collected two rounds of data
from students at NTNU. The
survey included questions
like when they last met with a
potential sexual partner, and
whether they eventually
ended up having sex.
Researchers found women
were much more likely to

A

have sex if they thought the
potential partner was
attractive.
The most important factor
in whether men had sex was
how many sexual partners
they have had previously.
This could contribute to their
being perceived as sexually
attractive and available.
“It’s really the same
reason for both men and
women — the man’s sex
appeal — that decides
g
whether they end up having
sex,” Kennair said.
Men who reported being
the most interested in
having sex reduced their
signals of interest more.
Women, on the other hand,
might pretend to be a little
more interested than they
actually are.
“We think this may be to
keep the man’s attention a
little longer,” Kennair said
Or perhaps the strategy
gives her more opportunitt
to assess the quality of the
e
guy.
As long as the woman
does not seem to be
excluding the possibility o
sex, men across the board

are willing to spend time with
her — and enabling her to
check out whether he is a
good choice.
“The exception to this
general sex difference is when
the woman is as interested as
the man. In this case, women
also pretend to show less
interest,” Kennair said.

Both men and women who
are truly interested in a
partner might be trying to
‘play it cool.’ In economic
terms, it’s about supply and
demand.

IANS

Research states that men don’t
show their interest in sex
outrightly

curated
versions
their
personal
The
insecurit
is that if
e
someone
good eno
o
to be par
his whole
ing
system
ese
ecu
uri
ed
e
ccertain
out the f
cause peop
nt instant
atification and
wers.”
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WOMEN, ON THE
OTHER HAND, MIGHT
PRETEND TO BE A
LITTLE MORE
INTERESTED THAN
THEY ACTUALLY ARE.

hing
g for a partner has
e like
e an online
opping ex
xperience. Bhonsle,
agrees, and says, “On an app,
you swipe riight if you like the
the way they look and
person, th
the way they present
themselves. And swipe left if
the person is not appealing
enough to you. It is like you
going for the best deal, while
looking for a product.”

LOVE IS LOST
The idea of love is no more
about something that
transcends boundaries like it
used to be earlier. “On apps,
love, as a concept, is all about
casual relationships that
perhaps lead to something
significant or fizzle all the
time. The concept of love has

e tend to move
ly on dating apps
tes
got dilute
diluted because there are
more options out there,” adds
Bhonsle.

NO AWKWARD FIRST
DATES
Dating apps have changed the
dynamics of a first date. You
always see the person and
speak to them before deciding
to meet on a date. Neeta V
Shetty, psychotherapist,
Blissful Mind Therapy Centre,
says, “You don’t need to be shy
or fearful of rejection as you
know that both of you have
acknowledged the fact that
you are attracted to each
other. Meeting a person for the
first time has now become less
awkward.”

FILTER OUT
Dating apps have made it
easier for people to get the

kind of match that they want
want.
Relationship counsellor,
Vishnu Modi says, “People on
dating apps go with
preconceived notions about
the kind of person they want.
There are filters for people to
search for a partner according
to their sexual orientation,
likes, dislikes, etc. So, looking
outside your area of interest is
no more important.”

MOVE ON
Sorting out disagreements or
arguments is not among the
important factors on dating
apps. Relationship expert,
Riddhish K Maru says,
“People on dating apps have
too many options to bother
about sorting issues. May be,
they will try a few times, and
eventually give up.”
n

ht@htlive.com

New anti depressant brought winter to
Ariel’s discontent
odern Family actor
Ariel Winter says her
new antidepressant
medication helped her lose
weight.
The 21-year-old, who
was often body shamed for
her sudden weight gain in the
past couple of years, spoke
about her weight issues and
how she has now lost the
extra pounds, during a
question and answer session
on Instagram Stories.
When a user asked Ariel,
“Why so thin?” the actor
replied to it by posting a
lengthy note, crediting her
sudden weight drop to a
change in her antidepressant
regimen, writing:“For years I
had been on anti depressants
that caused me to gain weight
that I couldn’t lose no matter

M

THE ACTOR SAYS SHE
HAD BEEN ON ANTI
DEPRESSANTS FOR
YEARS, CAUSING HER
TO GAIN WEIGHT
what I did. It was frustrating
because I wanted to be able to
get fit and feel like the work I
was doing was paying off, but
it never felt that way.”
“I had accepted it and
moved on. I stayed on those
medications for so long
because the process is really
long and difficult.
I wasn’t ready to go through it
again so I just accepted feeling

‘eh’ instead of trying to find
something to actually feel
better. I was able to find a

great combination of
medication that works for
me,” she wrote.
IANS
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Systems upgrade
FUTURE JOBS Tech companies are offering online courses
on subjects such as AI, blockchain and cloud technologies to
help professionals and freshers stay updated in their fields
Vanessa Viegas
■

n vanessa.viegas@htlive.com

H

ow do you study for a
field that’s changing
all the time? Software
engineering graduates
from three years ago have to start
from scratch when it comes to
aspects of artificial intelligence,
blockchain, machine learning
and robotics. Professionals are
finding the very nature of their
jobs changing, in sectors that
range from software engineering to banking and telecom.
Now, tech companies are stepping in to help. In collaboration
with governments and academia,
they are offering upskilling
courses online, designed for
professionals as well as fresh
graduates.
In 2017, technology giants
Google, Microsoft and Intel
began to tie up with massive
open online course (MOOC)
platforms and set up their own
online virtual labs to offer
courses on emerging technologies. While Google collaborated
with e-learning platforms such
as Udacity and Coursera to offer
free courses and paid-for programmes in Google analytics,
android development, full stack
web development, mobile web

›

Ay the time I applied
for my ﬁrst job in
2018, I had made an
app through the online
course assignments,
which I could present at
my interviews. And the
courses were free.
JIMIT JAYSWAL, app developer

specialisations and cloud certifications, Microsoft set up three
e-learning platforms of its own
– the Microsoft Virtual Academy,
the Microsoft Imagine Academy
and Microsoft Professional
Programme, offering free modules for absolute beginners and
mid-level professionals, and
paid-for certification courses for
IT students, teachers, engineers.
Intel launched the AI
Developer Education
Programme, a free, self-paced
learning course for developers and students looking to
understand the fundamentals
of machine learning and deep
learning. More online courses
offered by Google include a
machine learning crash course
and an Android Basics nanode-

gree, both for non-engineering
professionals.
“At Google, we believe that
India has the potential to become
a hub of innovation for mobile
and cloud technologies. Our
goal is to create a highly skilled
tech workforce pool that is readily employable by the industry
and helps spur innovation,”
says William Florance, global
lead for developer training and
programs at Google. Anyone can
sign up, adds Ishan Gupta, MD
of Udacity India.
FUTURE-READY
Mona Bharadwaj, university
relations leader at IBM India
says “Companies such as IBM
are tying up with colleges
because we see a huge requirement of blockchain and other
emerging skills as there is not
much skill available in the market. We want students to allign
with the industry beforehand.”
Google, for instance, has tied
up with the Internet and Mobile
Association of India as well as
state governments in Andhra

Pradesh and Telangana to create
‘academies of skill and knowledge’. Also, in a joint effort with
Pluralsight and Udacity, they
sponsored 1,30,000 scholarships
last year to help existing developers gain access to advanced
learning curricula in emerging
technologies. In 2018, IBM tied up
with the National Programme
o n Te ch n o l o g y E n h a n c e d
Learning (NPTEL), an online
learning platform funded by
the central government, to coteach a course in blockchain.
Institutes like the University of
Petroleum and Energy Studies
(UPES), Dehradun, have tied up
with IBM and Google.“Now we
don’t have to scramble in the last

semester to catch up with what is
happening in the industry,” says
Shreya Pandey, 21, a computer
science student at UPES.
USER MANUAL
Jimit Jayswal, 24, an app developer from Ahmedabad, spent a
year, just after he graduated, finishing five e-courses in Android
development offered by Google.
He did all the courses from home.
“They offered a mix of application and theory, with a good
number of assignments that
were quite intensive, so it felt as
good as working in the industry,” says Jayswal. “By the time
I applied for my first job in 2018, I
had made an app through course

assignments, which I could
present at my interviews. And
the courses were free.”
This approach is just what
the tech majors were hoping
for.“Amid growth in these new
technologies, it will be critical
for us to get talent ready fast
If we succeed in bridging this
gap, it could represent a massive opportunity for us as a
nation,” says Amit Aggarwal,
VP and CEO of the IT-ITeS
Sector Skills Council at National
Association of Software and
Service Companies or Nasscom.
The association estimates
that there are about 140,000 job
openings in these forward tech
areas.
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SITUATION VACANT

02 |

LEADING Pharma Co. based at
Mohali needs. Marketing Officers
(For PCD Office job) Mohali.
Accounts Officers (Mohali) Manager
for Govt. Tenders. Cook (Mohali)
Mfg.
Chemist
(Tablet)
(For
Sansarpur Plant H.P) Best salary
please What's App your resume:
9876609588.
Email:hr@terracepharma.com

SITUATIONVACANT
REQUIRE Salesman for Field Job
& Accountant (Tally Expert) at
Swami Suzuki, 2-Wheeler Dealer,
Chandigarh. Call & WatsApp your
resume on 7837760021.

REQUIRED
PGT-English
(32000/-),TGT-English
(28000/-),Part-Time
SportsTeacher (From 6amto7.45am),Kindergarten-Teacher,and a BAMSDoctor
for
DCMontessori
(Sr.Sec.SMART)
School,Manimajra,Chandigarh Walk-in-interview
10 amto12 noon on 14April.Contact
at0172-2734464
WANTED-FEMALE/MALE Office
Coordinator with Good-Communication-Skills,Fresher can ApplyTally-operator
also
Required
Contact:Komfort-Sales.SCO32Madhya-Marg,Sector7C,
Chandigarh-9815300159

REQUIRED Sales Staff, Peon in
Jewellery Shop. Sethi Jewellers
SCO 15, Sector 16, Chandigarh.
9814103569.

IMMIGRATION And Visitor Visa
Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.

REQUIRED back end executive
with good communication skill and
excel knowledge. Salary offered
12000- 25000. Contact: 01725197216.
JOIN LIC of India as Insurance Advisor. Earn upto 35,000/- PM regular
Income. 9855196906, 9855199906.

IMMIGRATION
experienced
telecaller, counselor and legal
advisor required Salary 10-35000 +
incentives Next day joining. Six days
working. 9646890442.

STAR Rated Property In Panchkula Is Looking For Certified, Swimming Pool Life Guard With Valid Certificate,
Please
Contact
At
9646192233
WANTED smart boys & girls for
Barista Cafe in sector 17,
Chandigarh. Vacancy for Manager
also. Contact 9888887515

REQUIRED Sales Executive cum
Office Assistant for real estates
company Sector-82, Mohali. Call:
9888268882.
REQUIRED Sales Employee for
Electronic
Components
Shop
should be able to Read English
Contact 6284639859.

URGENT Requirement Counsellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives
Freshers can also apply. Ekam Tour
& Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd floor,
Sector
17-D,
Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

NEED a female graduate, for our
diet clinic, with good communication
and computer skills, Contact:
82888-43032.

COMPUTER Operator for product
uploading,
website
backend
Nutrition Shoppe Plot No. 54,
Industrial
Area,
Phase-1,
Chandigarh. Call: 9317772227.

FRESHER/ EXPERIENCED Boys
for Godown packing in Pharma. 1
office boy for office kitchen. Contact:
9780193089

REQUIRED experienced civil
Engineer/ civil foreman and girl for
computer
Chd.
Contact
9417314098

WANTED Educated Female office
Assistant. Contact SCO 117-118,
2nd Floor Sector 17-B, Chandigarh.
92165-26240.

REQUIRES Visa Filling Officers
for Leading Immigration Company in
Mohali. Education Abroad Consultants, SCO-531, 2nd Floor, Sector70 Mohali. (Part time Option Also
Available). Contact: -7696210210.

GAMING job Play March of Empire
Game Part Time Job Whatsapp on
9336000006.

Walk-In

for jobs in Operations with
leading Private Sector Banks

Leading Private Sector Banks are
hiring Fresh Graduates or Graduates
with 0-2 years experience for Entry
Level Positions in Retail Branch
Banking & Backend Operations
Eligibility Criteria• Age Less than 27 years
• Graduation with min. 50% marks
Selected candidates to undergo
250 hours paid training program
conducted by professional bankers

Walk-in with your resume at IPB!
Jalandhar
Hamirpur
Mohali
Panchkula

98155 98055
94185 07414
98881 09150
97796 64150

For Franchise Enquiry, Contact:

G.S.Oberoi 98154 39006

REQUIRED CANDIDATES for 5-10
years Experienced QA, Office
Executive Experienced Marketing
Executive Web Developer, MBA
Candidate Graphic Designer, Mass
Communication Candidates. (Attractive Salary) DM Pharma SCO,
166 Ist Floor Sector 38C
09356366888 ho@dmpharma.co.in
WANTED Cash Counter person
(Female) for Cosmetics and gift
shop sector 71 Mohali. 8872009964.
REQUIRED MALE/ Female Visa
Counsellors (25) Telecollers (25)
Experienced/
fresher.
Salary
10,000/- 18000/- Seasons overseas
Studies Pvt Ltd, SCF 84, First Floor,
Phase 5, Mohali 9855145102.
INTERNATIONAL Inbound non
selling customer care in 34
Chandigarh, Fluent English must.
Night Shift, Salary minimum
20000/-. Direct Job. 9888152375.
PAYTM Mohali Center urgently
required 12th Graduates candidates
sitting job fix salary 11000-15000.
No
registration.
9915315751,
9041201346.

TEC a Leading IELTS Institution
in Mohali Needs Female Trainers
Contact:- 9914915132.
REQUIRED Presentable male/
Female experienced/ freshers 1Team Leader (MBA Preferences)
Salary15000-25000 4- marketing
executives Salary 10,000-15000 for
marketing astrology 8968182761.

REQUIRES Office Operations
Executives forTravel Agency dealing
in Air ticketing and tour packages
booking experience if any preference. Whatsapp send resume:
9814131657.
WANTED Home Tutors (Female/
Male) All classes/ Subjects/ Tricity,
Impact Creators. 87290-15647,
(Freshers also apply)

EUROPE (SERBIA)
Ø FACADE DESIGNER
Ø SENIOR ARCHITECTURE DESIGNER
Ø STRUCTURAL DESIGNER
Ø ELECTRICAL ENGINEER
Ø HVAC ENGINEER
Ø WATER & SEWAGE ENGINEER
Ø FIELD ENGINEER

SHRI NIMBARAK TRAVELS

SCO 165, Sector 34-C
(Near Furniture Market) Chandigarh

0172-4130000, 4303333, 95929-39261
shrinimbarakt@gmail.com
REQUIRED
experienced
marketing executives- 15. Handsome Salary + Incentives. Malik
Advertising, SCO- 46, Office- 110,
FF, Sector- 11, Panchkula.
50 Years old firm of CAs in Chandigarh requires CA, CA Inter, Articled Assistants. B.Com/ M.Com.
Computer knowledge must. Contact- 93161-35981, 99883-63013.
NEED A Male Salesperson with
experience in PERFUME industry
For a Perfume Brand from Dubai
Salary (Basic + Incentive based)
Store in VR Punjab Mall Kharar
09888881408.
REQUIRED Computer expert at
Chandigarh office to search Tenders
and fill from eprocure sites, CPP
portal GEM, on daily basis.
8528633622
JOBS in Sales/ Marketing/ Telecalling Chandigarh/ Punjab/ Himachal, Salary 10,000 to 18,000. No
Charges. 8264668478.
REQUIRED
front
office
Executives, Male/ Female good
communication skills Contact: Club
Pulse Fourth Floor (Piccadily Mall)
Sector-34,
Chandigarh
7696172292, 0172-2602051.
REQUIRED Photoshop person
experienced or fresher. Contact:
Gem Identification Laboratory, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh.93566-52200.
WALK In Interview Male/ Female
office Co-ordinator Knowledge of
HR/Admin Office at Kharar. #
98760- 00162, 99151-00162.

VISA counselors/ team leaders,
experienced & fresher required immediately. Sai Global Consultancy
Chandigarh call: 9041068379
GOLDEN Opportunity for Retired/
VRS Govt.Official,bankers for part
time salary upto 30,000 and incentive. Contact: 82890-03377.

COMPUTER operator wanted for
a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069
REQUIRED A well-educated
smart unmarried well-mannered
Female receptionist for a reputed
educational institute in Chandigarh.
Must have the basic knowledge of
Computers. Salary as per skills or
experience. For more information
please
Whatsapp
biodata:
7696339933.

WANTED Male Executive For Real
Estate Firm in Zirakpur With Own
Vehicle, Computer Knowledge9878392666

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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REQUIRED Office Coordinator
cum Telecaller and Sales Executive
For Leading Loan Company Contact
9023340808.

B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc
wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069
URGENT Required Study Visa
Counselor-2,
and
IELTS/PTE
Teacher-2
female.
Contact
9888882793, 9888862793.

WANTED lab Technician with
Science Qualification and Computer
Operating
knowledge.
Bioage
Equipment and Services Plot 468
FF Sector 82, Mohali. Contact:
9872004528.
REQUIRED female maths and
science teachers for class VI to Xth
for 46 branch. Aims Tutorial, SCO
171-172, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh.
9988506200

REQUIRED Receptionist, Computer Operator, Counselor for Banking, Salary: 12500- 20000, Showroom 117, 2nd floor, Phase-7 Mohali.
Contact:9988402447,
9815174150.
WANTED COMPUTER operator
Knowledge
of
Coreldraw,
Photoshop Luxmi Graphic SCO 6667, Sector 8-C, Chandigarh PH:
0172-4800923, 9878974075
WANTED Female fresher Science
Graduates
preferably
convent
educated, fluent in English open to
working in night shift. Contact:
9872200996,
jobsapply006@
gmail.com
REQUIRED
Accountant/
Computer Operator/ Office Boy/
Delivery Boy/ Marketing Executive/
Telecaller/
Designer/
Stockist
Working Hours 9 am to 7 pm.
NuritionShoppe Call 9888072227.
HIRING Air-hostess/ Airlines
Ground/ Airport Staff. 10+2/ Graduate, 18-27 yrs. Salary 15,000/- to
60,000/- Freshers join 90 days Training. 100% Assured Placement.
Require Tele-Caller/ Counselor/ HR
Recruiter in Zirakpur. Interview- 15th
- 19th April. Aviators Hub SCO-7,
Underbridge, Zirakpur, Chandigarh,
9780817275. www.aviatorshub.in
WANTED
FRESHER
B.Com
Assistant, B.Tech Electrical PLC
Faculty/ Marketing Executives,
Computer Operators, Diploma
Mechanical
Engineers
sunrise40chd@gmail.com
9888195107
ACCOUNTANT required Bank
reconciliation Nutrition shoppe Plot
No. 54, Industrial Area, Phase-1,
Chandigarh. Call: 9888872227.
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Take short breaks to learn new skills
TAKE A BREATHER The study,
published in the journal Current Biology
found our brains may solidify memories
of skills practised a few seconds
earlier by taking a short rest
Asian News International
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

I

n a new study the researchers
have highlighted the importance of taking small breaks
during learning.
The study published in the
journal Current Biology found
that our brains may solidify
the memories of new skills we
just practised a few seconds earlier by taking a short rest. The
results highlight the critically
important role rest may play in
learning.
“Everyone thinks you need
to ‘practice, practice, practice’
when learning something new.
Instead, we found that resting,
early and often, maybe just as
critical to learning as practice,”
said Leonardo G. Cohen, a senior
author of the study.
“Our ultimate hope is that
the results of our experiments
will help patients recover from
the paralysing effects caused by
strokes and other neurological
injuries by informing the strategies they use to ‘relearn’ lost
skills.”
BRAIN NEEDS REST TO
STRENGTHEN MEMORIES
The study was led by Marlene
Bonstrup.
Like many scientists, she held
the general belief that our brains
needed long periods of rest,
such as a good night’s sleep, to
strengthen the memories formed
while practising a newly learned

skill.
But after looking at brain
waves recorded from healthy volunteers in learning and memory
experiments, she started to question the idea.
The waves were recorded from
right-handed volunteers with a
highly sensitive scanning technique called magnetoencephalography (MEG). The subjects
sat on a chair facing a computer
screen and under a long coneshaped brain scanning cap.
The experiment began when
they were shown a series of numbers on a screen and asked to
type the numbers as many times
as possible with their left hands
for 10 seconds; take a 10-second
break, and then repeat this trial
cycle of alternating practice and
rest 35 more times.
This strategy is typically used
to reduce any complications that
could arise from fatigue or other
factors.
As expected, the volunteers’
speed at which they correctly
typed the numbers improved
dramatically during the first
few trials and then levelled off
around the 11th cycle. When Dr
Bonstrup looked at the volunteers’ brain waves she observed
something interesting.
PARTICIPANTS BRAIN
WAVES CHANGED MORE
DURING REST PERIODS
“I noticed that participants’
brain waves seemed to change
much more during the rest peri-

›
■

The experiment began when they were shown a series of numbers on a screen and asked to type the numbers as many times as possible with
their left hands for 10 seconds; take a 10-second break, and then repeat this trial cycle of alternating practice and rest 35 more times.

Everyone thinks you need to ‘practice, practice,
practice’ when learning something new. Instead, we
found that resting, early and often, maybe just as critical
to learning as practice.
LEONARDO G. COHEN, senior author of the study

ods than during the typing sessions,” said Dr Bonstrup. “This
gave me the idea to look much
more closely for when learning
was actually happening. Was it
during practice or rest?”
By reanalysing the data, she
and her colleagues made two key
findings. First, they found that
the volunteers’ performance
improved primarily during the
short rests, and not during typing.

The improvements made during the rest periods added up to
the overall gains the volunteers
made that day. Moreover, these
gains were much greater than
the ones seen after the volunteers returned the next day to
try again, suggesting that the
early breaks played as critical a
role in learning as the practising
itself.
Second, by looking at the
brain waves, Dr Bonstrup found

‘Part-time gigs can be the start of a good career’
Anju Kanodia
■

an industry you have a liking to?

htspecialprojects@hindustantimes.com

G

etting a good education
takes time. Acquiring a
degree that enables you
to get employment takes some
years on an average. As the
academic year end is getting
closer, students spend their days
at career fairs and work placement events to get a head start.
This traditional process has been
the norm but things are starting to change with rise of the
gig economy.
The inherent flexible nature
of this model helps students
to study and work at the same
time. Why should students look
at working while studying? This
generation’s students have the
internet as an empowerment
tool. Looking for part-time jobs
has never been easier and students are leveraging their technology skills to actively find and
apply for a whole range of parttime jobs.The primary drivers
of the gig economy are arranged
around one common ideal - the
ability to pursue a mix of goals.
Some will look at flexible work

arrangement as a full-time form
of employment, others consider
it a potential stepping stone to
full-time positions. For younger
individuals, it is the dual benefit of earning while studying
as well as using part-time gigs
to get a current insight into the
realities of a future career path.
START UP
As more companies are tailoring their HR strategies to include
part-time talent, the number of
positions is increasing across
the board. Companies are now
willing to create requirements
for students and freshers to help
with certain business goals.

These gigs do not have an elaborate interview process and hiring can be accomplished within
a few hours. This allows students
to try a whole range of entrylevel positions that either pay
well or can be completed quickly.
LEARN ON THE JOB
Students are used to following a structured way of learning. A degree is planned out
over semesters. The chance
for practical learning and not
just theoretical, is a solid reason why flexible opportunities
resonate with students. What
better case-study is there than
actually working part-time in

WORK FROM HOME
The need to have a great
set of soft skills is no longer
optional. Most students will not
be exposed to these skills during
their course of study. This can
have an adverse effect on their
work opportunities when the
time arrives. The ability to get
a glimpse into office dynamics as
a student is a great way to understand and see these skills at play.
Seasoned freelancers often
cite the opportunity to work from
a location of their choice as a
primary reason to take up this
model of independent work. This
choice fits in well with how most
students can allocate time for
part time work. Certain entrylevel jobs need just an internet
connection and a computer. If
students can dedicate enough
time to take on such projects,
earning a decent income on the
side is achievable.
As the gig economy grows
worldwide, it’s only a matter of
time before industries, governments and educators catch up
the trend.

activity patterns that suggested
the volunteers’ brains were consolidating, or solidifying, memories during the rest periods.
Specifically, they found that
the changes in the size of brain
waves, called beta rhythms, correlated with the improvements
the volunteers made during the
rests.
BRAIN WAVE PATTERS
CORRELATED WITH
PERFORMANCE
Further analysis suggested
that the changes in beta oscillations primarily happened in
the right hemispheres of the
volunteers’ brains and along
neural networks connecting the
frontal and parietal lobes that
are known to help control the



planning of movements.
These changes only happened
during the breaks and were the
only brain wave patterns that
correlated with performance.
“Our results suggest that it
may be important to optimise
the timing and configuration
of rest intervals when implementing rehabilitative treatments in stroke patients or
when learning to play the piano
in normal volunteers,” said Dr
Cohen.
“Whether these results apply
to other forms of learning and
memory formation remains an
open question.”
Dr Cohen’s team plans to
explore, in greater detail, the role
of these early resting periods in
learning and memory.
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URGENTLY Require MBA in Finance, Supply Chain Management
(Male) & Marketing (Female) Candidate at TLC Sector 82, Mohali. Salary: upto 25k. Call +91 62840031.

SITUATIONVACANT
URGENTLY required qualified
fresher/experienced
accountant
male/female.
Conveyance
preffered. Chartered accountant
firm. Contact 9872718187.
REQUIRED Office manager with
civil engineering / construction
background with knowledge of
computer & accounts. Salary as per
merit, Chandigarh office Contact :
6280006561
smoudgill99@
gmail.com
REQUIRED Male/ Female Full
Time Account Knowledge of Tally
Office at Kharar. # 98760- 00162,
99151-00162.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

IELTS TRAINER
VISA COUNSELLORS
VISA FILLING OFFICERS
A Pleasing Perso
onality With
Minimum 1 Year Experience

SALARY BEST IN THIS INDUSTRY
BEAN GOOSE IMMIGRATION PVT. LTD.

SCO 13 (1st Floor) New Sunny Enclave
(Backside KFC) Kharar 98097-00023
beangooseconsultancy@gmail.com

WANTED Salesmen for reputed
Sports Shop, Experience in Cricket
items will be preferred. Good
Salary/incentives, Contact - Prime
Sports, Chandigarh 9814136953.

JOB opening in Airtel Mohali
Same day joining salary 1000018000. Hurry call: 8427938133,
9056959002.

REQUIRED Male Candidates
B.Com Freshers as well as 5 year
Experienced for Accounts at Grace
Drinks Private Limited Distributors
of Pepsico/ Britannia/ Tropicana/
Amul/
Godrej/
Mccain
for
Chandigarh. Attractive Salary and
Incentives. Walk-in-Interview at
Pepsi Warehouse, Railway Station
Road, Near Tata Steel Yard, Village
Daria,
Chandigarh
Call8699390955 or Send Resume
Email- akprasad@gracecorp.org.

GSA (NGO) is looking for Project
Officer (Medical Background),
Media
Officer
(Degree
in
Journalism) and Part Time Media
Consultant (Punjabi Hindi Typing
Compulsory). Send Resume to
gsa338@gmail.com

WANTED
Graphic
Designer
(Corel Draw) for Advertising Agency
right Media SCO 52-53 Sector-9D
Chandigarh 98550-77736.

WANTED Institutional Sales/Marketing Officers/District Manager:
Female/Male
with
Good
Communication Skills in Tri-City
Area for House Keeping Products
having Own 2 Wheeler & Licence.
Contact: 97791-97742.

REQUIRED 1. Female Sales
Executive cum receptionist- Graduate, 1 year experience in sales and
admin, good communication skills 2.
Slimming Therapist full time, salary
12-15k.Shape Up Fitness Hub.Contact: 98881-94364, 79739-65926.

REQUIRED
Teacher's
for
Tuition's at Holy Kids, Nabha Sahib
Zirakpur ICSE, CBSE, PSEB (I-X)
83607-54456.
PRIVATE Tutor Required for
improving English near Bathinda
Barnala, Rampura Phul. Contact
9465884373

URGENTLY required Interior
Designer with 2-3 years experience
for Interior Designing Company at
Zirakpur. 9216339609.
ESM INDIA Overseas Education
(for its Chandigarh office) is looking
for Assistant Branch Manager, Visa
Counselors, Visa Filing Officers,
Front Office Executives, Interview
Preparation Trainers. Only females
can apply. Good Salary +
Incentives. Walk in for an Interview
at SCO 375-376, 2nd Floor, Sector
35
B,
Chandigarh.
Mob:
9855109010.
DIE Fitter and machine operator
job in Chandigarh for medical instrument manufacturing company
9805300360, 9779437474
TELECALLER Telecaller- Telecaller Immigration works. Salary
12000/- - 20000/- + Incentive, Time
9am to 6 pm Sunday holiday.
freshers & Experienced Both can
apply. Phase 8-B, Mohali. Industrial
area 8437545583.
BANK job in Operation Top Bank
urgently required Graduates male/
female age below 30/ Salary 1300022000. Contact: 9056992009,
9056947009.

VACANCIES in Jagatjit Group of
Industries, Cheema Mandi Distt.
Sangrur Min. 3Year's Experience for
Following Posts 1. HR 2. CA, Send
Resume
on
manager@
jagatjitgroup.com Contact: +9197490-08000.

LAW Tax Consultant firm
Required male/ female Accountant
knowledge tally,
at Sector-14,
Panchkula. 9888001588
URGENTLY Required Sales Manager(M) for Digital Marketing, having
Experience of 3-4 Years. Salary No
Bar
for
Suitable
Candidate.
8196009997.
WANTED Chemistry Teacher
(JEE- MAINS) Baddi,Tricity Physics,
Maths, English Teachers School/ Institute/ Home Tuition. 7986747767.

REQUIRED Male/ Female Graduate Person for Sales- Sanitary
Showroom Sector-82, Mohali (Attractive
Salary+
Incentive)
9814012689, 9855102689.

URGENT Requirement Wellmed
Pharma Male/ Female- Marketing
office Executives-05, MR-05, Minimum Experience 1-5 Years, Salary
20000 -30000, Wellmedchd@
gmail.com Contact:- 9056963334,
9357580001.

ACCOUNTS, GST training course
by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing
0172-4635239,
8968770993. Accounting jobs
8968770994

REQUIRED Receptionist and Assistant for Dental Clinic. # 20 (First
Floor)/ 18A, Chandigarh. Phone0172-4636420.

URGENT Staff Required Draftman
(Electrical, Plumbing, Fire Fighting),
Estimator, Surveyor (Total Station),
Experience 0-10 Years, Location Zirakpur & Kurukshetra. Email:
cdgwork2019@gmail.com,
9466773325.

REQUIRE
Female
Office
Coordinator Smart, Good Looking,
Good English Skill, & Graphics
Designer, Mohali, 9815437755.

UK Calling!! Need Energetic,
hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional
communication skills, salary negotiable for suitable candidates + incentives and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in

REQUIRED VISA Counsellors/
Telecallers at Zirakpur. Salary
15000/- - 25000/-. Experienced/
Fresher.
Male/
Female.
7087780959.

REQUIRED
Female
Office
Assistant. Telecaller, Hardware
Engineer,
Sales
Executive,
Technician
ITI
Diploma
for
Company in Mohali. 8196908811.

URGENTLY Required Accounts
Assistant 1-2 Year Experience,
Fresher can also apply for Mohali
and CHD Offices. 9814432226.

REQUIRED visa Counsellors
IELTS Trainers English Teachers
for Reputed Immigration firm Ausam
Visa Services Pvt. Ltd. Kharar9501999877.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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URGENTLY
required
Experienced Visa Counselors and
Telecallers at Mohali. Handsome
Salary + Incentives - 9888842411.
SURYA International required
12th Pass Marketing person. For
Touring job. Salary other experience
Call Manager:- 9882942126.
FULL Time Accountants (Knowledge of Tally), Graphic Designer,
Marketing Executive for office at Mohali. 98724-22621.
REQUIRED Pickup Driver for Atta
Supply at Kharar. Contact if really interested with License. 9814137777.
REQUIRED
Male or female
project manager with sufficient
knowledge of English to be able to
communicate well over mail.
Experience 0-3 years. Location:
Zirakpur. Please send your details
to: job@nama-solutions.de
WANTED experienced Marketing
Manager for selling Educational
Products, One Computer Operator
with Good typing speed and
knowledge
of
the
internet.
SuccessCDs, SCO 38, IInd Floor,
Swastik Vihar, MDC Sector 5,
Panchkula 07973947377 send
resume: info@successcds.net

URGENTLY Need Fresher/ Exp
Male/ Female Candidates for Counselor 15, Telecaller 10, Marketing
Executive 7. 12th/ Graduates (Salary 12000- 18000) Showroom 18,
2nd Floor, Phase-11, Mohali.
7527003235
NARAIN Public School Sanour
Road, Patiala (CBSE Affiliated)
Requires PGT:- History, Biology,
Physical Education TGT:- Maths,
PRT- English & Female Swimming
Coach Walk in interview on 20 th
April, 2019 from 11:00 a.m to 01:00
p.m in the school premises. Contact
no.
6280818227
Email.
narainpublicschool@gmail.com

86990-16234
NEED Councellors and Telecallers for Immigration Company.
Need Good Communication Skills
Freshers Can also apply. Only Female Staff Required. Very Good Salary
+
Incentives
Contact:8264780585
REQUIRED Doctor Eye Specialist
MS PHACO Surgeon, ENT & Skin
specialist for Shri Vishwakarma
Charitable
Hospital
Trust,
Phagwara (144401) timing 9 am to 5
pm (Sunday off) Prefered to Retd
SMO or Experience holder only.
Contact:
7508208282,
9815022101, 9814886480, mail:
shrivishwakarmahospital@
gmail.com

REQUIRED Freshers/ experienced Female/ Male Telecallers/
Counselors knowledge of Admin./
H.R, Mohali. 0172-4635255, 7307685005.

REQUIRED Part Time Aviation &
Grooming Trainer-2, Health & FitnessTrainers-1, Soft SkillsTrainer-2,
Beauty & Makeup Trainer-1, APCI
SCO 158, FF, 34-A, Chandigarh.
9478521405.

REQUIRED Experienced Computer Operator and Office Assistant
Having Knowledge of complete
Computer Operations. Walk in. 110
Industrial Area Phase-2, Panchkula.
M: 9779387777.

REQUIRED Female Staff in Immigration Office Receptionist, Telecaller, Visa Counselor, Experienced
Must, Good Salary + Incentive.SCF105, Top Floor, Phase-10, Mohali.
8557902455.

REQUIRED in Mohali Full time
Accountant with min 10 years
experience in retail mail resume at
ramanjit.chawla@gmail.com/ Call
0172-5097909.

IMMEDIATELY Required Experienced & Fresher Visa Counsellors/
Team Leaders. Radvision Consultant SCO-123, top Floor, Phase-7,
Mohali. 8872009515.

REQUIRED Experienced Marketing Executive, Store Keeper Male/Female At Motor Market Manimajra
Chandigarh 9814129474.
URGENTLY Required Female
Staff for office (Fresher) Office 03,
2nd Floor Phase-11, Mohali. Contact:- 8512897288.
REQUIRED Faculty for Painting
and Applied Arts Classes BFA &
MFA Call Institute of Fine Arts,
103/40C, Chandigarh. 9872822690
REQUIRED Graduate Male/ Female for Banking Jobs. Location:
Chandigarh, Mohali. Salary: upto
14K+
Incentives.
Contact:7508629752 Aarti Sharma.
REQUIRED
Experienced
Accountant (M) At Mattress Company, Factory - 975, Ind Area Ph-2,
Chandigarh, 0172-5070973.
URGENTLY Required Marketing
Executive for Modular Kitchen
Marketing at Patiala. Call: 9627888892, 84495-37003
WANTED Female Computer Operator (Electronic Showroom) Good
Salary, JK Merchants, SCO 4, Bhabat, Zirakpur. 9988888940.
REQUIREMENT of an Experienced Female Telecaller handsome
Salary No Targets for IELTS Coaching Centre 9988298354.
FULL Time Helper boys/ Girls/
Ladies for Crockery Shop Contact
8727999869.

REQUIRED only young Male
fresher candidates for US based
calling process in Panchkula.
Starting salary 10000. 5 days
working. Contact: Mukesh Saini
9872876590.
WANTED Female sales executive,
accountant in Pharma PCD
Company at Panchkula office. Good
salary + Incentive, Experienced or
freshers candidate welcome Email:
gm.fortunelabs@gmail.com, Mobile
9875988030.
REQUIRED
Female
Export
Assistants (3) for Medical Export
House
at
Mohali.
Salary
Commensurate with experience.
hr.monega@gmail.com
WANTED 1 Computer Operator
(Fresher) and 1 Photostat Operator
for Printing Shop No. 48, Sector-14,
Chandigarh. Tel: 0172-2700458
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NYC may ban pre-hire marijuana
tests for many job applicants

JNU EXTENDS
DATE TO APPLY
FOR ENTRANCE
TEST

NOVELMEASURE Applicants will be judged on their professional abilities and not private behavior
NEW YORK: Many job-seekers
would no longer face tests for
marijuana use under legislation
that New York City is likely to
enact, taking a novel step as lawmakers and employers around
the U.S. grapple with workplace
policies about pot.
The Democrat-led City
Council passed a measure
Tuesday that would ban preemployment testing for the drug,
with certain exceptions.
Supporters see the measure ,
which if enacted may be the first
of its breadth, as knocking down
a barrier that blocks people from
jobs because of private behavior,
not professional ability.
"If you ingest weed in whatever manner a month ago, I'm
not sure how that prevents you
from doing your job now," Public
Advocate Jumaane Williams, a
Democrat who sponsored the
proposal, told the council.
But some council members
and business groups object to
what they see as municipal meddling with a valid employment
concern.
"Private businesses should

■

Drug-testing job applicants became common in the U.S. in the late 1980s.

have the power to determine
their own hiring practices — not
just in deciding what skills and
experience are relevant to certain positions, but also whether
the use of a specific drug could
have an adverse impact on a
prospective employee's ability

to perform," Council Republican
Leader Steven Matteo said in a
statement. The measure is awaiting action from Mayor Bill de
Blasio, a Democrat. A spokeswoman told The New York Times
that City Hall supports the legislation; The Associated Press

sent an inquiry Friday seeking
to confirm the mayor's position.
Drug-testing job applicants
became common in the U.S. in
the late 1980s, but marijuana
screening is getting some reconsideration as the drug has gained
legal ground. Medical mari-

juana users in Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Rhode Island
have won lawsuits in recent
years against companies that
rescinded job offers or fired
workers because of positive tests
for pot. A number of businesses
around the country have simply
stopped marijuana-testing applicants , saying it eliminates too
many prospects at a time of low
unemployment.
Washington, D.C. prohibits
marijuana testing before a job
offer is extended. Lawmakers
in Nevada, where recreational
marijuana use is legal, have
been considering a proposal
that would ban companies from
disqualifying job candidates for
testing positive for pot. The New
York City measure appears to go
further by barring businesses
from making applicants take
marijuana tests at any point
before hiring. There are exceptions for police, construction
workers, commercial drivers,
child care workers and certain
others. It doesn't stop employers
from testing current workers,
or from firing them if they fail.

'24/7 news, social media reduce attention span'
BERLIN: The 'fear of missing out',
keeping up to date on social
media, and 24/7 cycle of breaking news is narrowing our collective attention span, a study
has warned.
The research, published
in the jour nal Nature
Communications, showed this
effect occurs not only on social
media but also across diverse
domains including books, web
searches, movie popularity, and
internet trends.
The negative effects of social
media and a hectic news cycle
on our attention span has been
an on-going discussion in recent
years -- but there has been a lack
of empirical data supporting
claims of a 'social acceleration'.
Sociologists and psychologists
have warned of an emerging crisis stemming from FOMO -- or
the 'fear of missing out' -- keeping
up to date on social media, and
breaking news coming at us 24/7.
Researchers including those
from Technische Universitat
Berlin, Max Planck Institute
for Human Development in
Germany found empirical evidence regarding one dimension
of social acceleration, namely
the increasing rates of change
within collective attention.
"It seems that the allocated
attention in our collective minds
has a certain size, but that the
cultural items competing for
that attention have become
more densely packed," said
Sune Lehmann, from Technical
University of Denmark (DTU).
"This would support the claim
that it has indeed become more
difficult to keep up to date on the
news cycle, for example," said

because of the fierce competition for novelty.
"The one parameter in the
model that was key in replicating the empirical findings was
the input rate - the abundance
of information. The world has
become increasingly well connected in the past decades," said
Philipp Lorenz-Spreen, Max
Planck Institute for Human
Development."This means that
content is increasing in volume,
which exhausts our attention
and our urge for 'newness' causes
us to collectively switch between
topics more rapidly," said LorenzSpreen.
PTI

■

J

NUonMondayannounced
the extension of the deadline for JNU entrance
examinations (JNUEE)
and Combined Biotechnology
Entrance Examination (CEEB)
2019-20 application registration
and submission from April 15,
2019 to April 18, 2019.
The deadline payment of fee
has also been extended from
April 16 to April 19, 2019. As
of today, April 15, 2019, 87,950
students have submitted their
application forms and paid the
fees for JNUEE 2019-20. This is
a record number of applications
received for JNUEE as compared
to previous years.
The total number of candidates who applied for JNUEE
held for the Academic Years 2017
and 2018 were 51,818 and 69,605
respectively.
Considering that a candidate
is allowed to apply for up to 3
programs of study in a single
application, the total number
of candidates appearing for the
entrance test amounts to 1,65,000.
JNU has partnered with
National Testing Agency (NTA)
for conducting the Computer
Based Entrance Test. The NTA
has been entrusted with the
application registration process and conducting all examinations. The responsibility of post
examination result processing
and result announcement as well
as JRF application registration
would be conducted by JNU itself.

The shortened peak of public interest for one topic is directly followed by the next topic.

SOCIOLOGISTS AND
PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE
WARNED OF AN
EMERGING CRISIS
STEMMING FROM THE
'FEAR OF MISSING OUT
Lehmann.
The scientists have studied
Twitter data from 2013 to 2016,
books from Google Books going
back 100 years, movie ticket
sales going back 40 years, and
citations of scientific publications from the last 25 years. In

addition, they have gathered data
from Google Trends (2010-2018),
Reddit (2010-2015), and Wikipedia
(2012-2017).
When looking into the global
daily top 50 hashtags on Twitter,
the scientists found that peaks
became increasingly steep and
frequent: In 2013 a hashtag
stayed in the top 50 for an average of 17.5 hours. This gradually
decreases to 11.9 hours in 2016.
This trend is mirrored when
looking at other domains, online
and offline -- and covering different periods. The same goes for
Google searches and movie popularity. "We wanted to understand

which mechanisms could drive
this behaviour," said Philipp
Hovel, lecturer at University
College Cork in Denmark.
They designed a mathematical
model, picturing topics as species that feed on human attention, with three basic ingredients: 'hotness', ageing and the
thirst for something new. This
model offers an interpretation of
their observations. When more
content is produced in less time,
it exhausts the collective attention earlier.
The shortened peak of public
interest for one topic is directly followed by the next topic,
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Will focus on ﬁnding solution to
impending care-crisis: Nooyi
CAREGIVERS NEEDED Employees, especially women, must balance between dependents and work

F

ormer PepsiCo
Chair man and CEO
Indra Nooyi says she
has no plans to run for
office but in her post-retirement
time she will focus on finding
“systemic solutions" to address
an impending “care crisis” due
to a shortage of caregivers to
look after young children and
the elderly. Nooyi, speaking at
the 2019 Women in the World
Summit here last week, warned
that there is going to be a “massive shortage” of about a million
caregivers for young children
and the elderly in the US in the
next couple of years.
She said the problem has
to be addressed and solutions
worked on really fast because
everyday there are 10,000 baby
boomers retiring, using the term
to describe the demographic
born worldwide between 1946
and 1964. “Many of these boomers are going to need care going
forward and the millennials are
going to have to care for these
boomers because they are the
sandwich generation between
the (baby boomers) and the kids.
How are you going to make it all
work,” Nooyi said. “How are we
going to redefine what is family,
how we share each others’ time
to create a more nurturing environment,” she said.
“This is going to require a
symposium of the kind we have
never had to talk about these
issues, put a cost to it and figure
out how to address it because if
we don’t, we are going to be facing a major care crisis which we
won’t know how to address in the
next 24-36 months. That’s what
worries me,” she said to a huge

■

There is going to be a shortage of about a million caregivers for
young children and the elderly in the US in a couple of years.

applause from the audience.
When asked how she would
take the idea and put it to work
and whether one should expect
her to run for office, Nooyi
replied, “No.” Nooyi stressed
that care workers, who typically earn less per hour than
they would working at a local
convenience store, are opting to
work in a more social environment as opposed to doing care
work for children and elderly
people. "That’s going to create
a massive care shortage for us.
We are going to have a million
caregiver shortage - between
aging care and child care - in
a couple of years. What are
we going to do.” She said companies need millennials in the
work place because otherwise
the productivity of the country
is impacted. “We need women in
the workplace” but society also
wants the millennial women to
have two kids each to make sure
the population is replaced the
right way.

"But we cannot expect you to
have those kids if we don't give
you the support system," she said
to another round of applause
from the audience. “This is a real
issue that as countries, companies, communities, families and
societies we have to figure out a
sensible way to come together
and come up with true policy
options and start working on
this.” “If we don’t come with
up some systemic solutions to
address this issue, there is going
to be a crunch,” she said.
She added that she is trying
to bring people together to write
something about the issue in a
way that is clear and crisp and
everybody can understand what
the problem and the solution is.
“Now the real question is how do
we bring the right people around
the table to say this is the set of
solutions that will work and
this is how we can pay for it.”
Nooyi said she is encouraged by
efforts in Washington to look for
solutions to the crisis, includ-

ing through the many childcare
bills making their way through
Congress, paid family leave and
support systems required for
caregivers.
“We can bring this care crisis
together as an issue that galvanises action and around that
wrap a whole bunch of other factors which together can address
this issue. It is an urgent issue
and in my wonderful retirement
years now, this is one of the
things, I’m going to focus a lot of
my attention on,” she said , adding that she is trying to convene
the ex women-CEOs to say “we
have to sign up to this” and she
will be writing and publishing
on this issue. “We have to stop
talking about this as a problem,
we have to get to what is the solution, demand answers,” she said.
Nooyi emphasised the critical
need for employees, particularly
women, to find how to strike a
balance between children and
work while working to move up
the career pyramid.
Nooyi narrated her own experience of how she managed to
strike a balance between her
work and taking care of her
young children while moving
up the ladder in PepsiCo. She
said she had made it very clear
at the outset that her children
will spend time with her in the
office if she couldn’t go home
early to be with them.
“Very early in my time at
PepsiCo, I had decided that I was
going to be one of the guys but
I was also going to be a woman
so I was not going to allow them
to push me around, which used
to happen quite often.” She
stepped down on October 2 last

year as PepsiCo’s CEO, after 24
years with the company, the last
12 as CEO of the global beverage giant. Nooyi said when she
joined PepsiCo in 1994, her eldest
daughter was around 8 years old
while the younger one was nine
months. "I was in the middle of
this large scale transformation
of the company between 1994
and 2000, working 24/7,” she
said, adding that she decided
that after 5 pm, her kids were
allowed to come to her office to
be with her, play and sleep in
her office.
"That’s the price of having
me work at PepsiCo because if
I couldn’t go home and take care
of the kids, my office was going
to become the place where they
will hang out,” she said. When
asked if her bosses were ok with
such an arrangement, Nooyi,
who was then Head of Corporate
Strategy, said to an applause,
“Did they have a choice. If you
want me, that’s the price of having me." “It comes down to, if
you establish a niche for yourself
that you are competent and make
yourself indispensable based on
competence, what can they do
without you. If they didn't want
me because they didn’t want kids
running around, then get somebody else, get a guy who couldn’t
do the job as well,” she said.
Nooyi said she faced “zero”
resistance to this approach of
hers and even her boss, then
Pepsi CEO Steven Reinemund
“always helped” her out during instances when she had to
attend to both her daughters at
the same time. “When you have
bosses like that, it’s a piece of
cake,” she said.
PTI

SOME CHINA
SCHOLARS
BARRED FROM US
OVER SPY FEARS
WASHINGTON: The Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) has mounted a counter-intelligence operation that aims to bar Chinese
academics from the US if they
are suspected of having links to
Chinese intelligence agencies,
the media reported.
As many as 30 Chinese professors in the social sciences,
heads of academic institutes,
and experts who help explain
government policies have had
their visas to the US cancelled
in the past year, or put on administrative review, The New York
Times reported on Sunday.
It follows the warning of the
FBI Director Christopher A.
Wray, at a Senate hearing last
year that China presented "a
whole-of-society threat on their
end" that required a "whole-ofsociety response".
The FBI said on Sunday that it
would not confirm or deny any
investigations into the scholars'
visits.
President Donald Trump's
administration has sought
to crack down on what it
sees as intellectual property
theft by Chinese scientists working at American research institutions.
Last year, it began restricting visas for Chinese graduate
students studying in sensitive
research fields and war ned
biomedical researchers at
American universities to beware
of Chinese spies trying to steal
information from their laboratories.
China has also for several
decades denied visas to a
number of influential American
academics who have been
critical of Beijing's human rights
record.
IANS

Extramarks’ Learning App aims at digital home learning
NEW DELHI: As a growing breed of

tech-savvy students look to digital
home-based learning to supplement school work, Extramarks'
K-12 eLearning app has become
the go-to destination to not only
help prepare for examinations,
but for life beyond school - by
helping explain concepts in a
crystal clear way.
The app has already captured a
large chunk of the market, adding
6 million users over the last six
months. To meet this demand,
Extramarks has added 1,500
employees to its counselling team
and opened 40 additional offices
across India. It now plans to add
at least another 1,500 people to
further expand into new markets.
T he Lear ning App by
Extramarks is all-encompassing
and interactive, creating a niche
for itself in India. The company's
ever-growing retail network has
established it as a household
name among students from KG
to Class 12. The app's rich mediabased learning module, in comparison to other apps' recorded
lectures, has been well-received
by students, also attracting those

beyond higher secondary. As a
result, the app has been recently
modified to include prep material for higher studies and professional courses.
"We at Extramarks are constantly innovating to ensure
that concepts are easily learnt
and knowledge is retained. We
use unique pedagogy of Learn,
Practice and Test. Unlike, others, we use rich media to explain
every concept in detail and provide all subject coverage," said
Atul Kulshrestha, Founder of
Extramarks.
By introducing IIT-JEE, NEET,
CA Foundation and Science
Experiments app, Extramarks is
building on its success. Customer
demand for the Learning App is
growing steadily helping the company achieve monthly revenue of
Rs 25 crore on average.
Aided by a rapidly-expanding
market, the company is hoping to
cross the Rs 100 crore monthly
revenue target soon. Such numbers make a compelling case for
the Learning App to become a
pioneer in this exciting, rapidly
evolving industry.
IANS

■

The app has already captured a large chunk of the market.
PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
TH U RS DAY, APR I L 1 8 , 2 01 9

JOB FUNDAS

| 07

Boost fading
memory with
electrostimulation
STAY YOUNG The process can enable people in their
70s to perform like 20 year olds in memory tasks
WASHINGTON DC: A recent study
suggests that electrostimulation or neuromuscular electrical stimulation (NMES) can
improve people's memory. The
process of electrostimulation
can enable people in their 70s
to perform like a 20-year-old, in
memory tasks.
Electrostimulation is basically a process where electric
impulses are used for elicitation
of brain's muscle contraction.
The study, by Rob Reinhart &
John Nguyen, was published in
'Nature Neuroscience.'
The research targets working
memory - the part of the mind
where consciousness lives, the
part that is active whenever we
make decisions, reason, and
recall our grocery lists.
Working memory starts to
decline in our late 20s and early
30s, Reinhart explains, as certain areas of the brain gradually become disconnected and
uncoordinated. By the time we
reach our 60s and 70s, these
neural circuits have deteriorated enough that many of us
experience noticeable cognitive
difficulties, even in the absence
of dementias like Alzheimer's
disease.
But the duo have discovered
something incredible- by using
electrical currents to noninvasively stimulate brain areas that
have lost their rhythm, we can
drastically improve working
memory performance.
During the study, they asked
a group of people in their 20s

ELECTROSTIMULATION
IS A PROCESS WHERE
ELECTRIC IMPULSES ARE
USED TO ELICIT BRAIN
MUSCLE CONTRACTION
and a group in their 60s and 70s
to perform a series of memory
tasks that required them to view
an image, and then, after a brief
pause, to identify whether a second image was slightly different
from the original.
At baseline, the young adults
were much more accurate at
this, significantly outperforming the older group. However,
when the older adults received
25 minutes of mild stimulation
delivered through scalp electrodes and personalized to their
individual brain circuits, the difference between the two groups
vanished. Even more encouraging? That memory boost lasted at
least to the end of the 50-minute
time window after stimulation
-- the point at which the experiment ended.
To understand why this
technique is so effective, they
needed to take a look at the two
mechanisms that allow working
memory to function properlycoupling and synchronisation.
Coupling occurs when different types of brain rhythms coordinate with one another, and it
helps process and store working
memories. Slow, low-frequency
rhythms -- theta rhythms -- dance

in the front of your brain, acting like the conductors of an
orchestra. They reach back to
faster, high-frequency rhythms
called gamma rhythms, which
are generated in the region of
the brain that processes the
world around us.
Just as a musical orchestra
contains flutes, oboes, violins -so too, the gamma rhythms that
reside within your brain each
contribute something unique to
the electricity-based orchestra
that creates your memories. One
gamma rhythm might process
the color of an object you're holding in your mind, for instance,
while another captures its shape,
another its orientation, and
another its sound.
But when the conductors fumble with their batons -- when the
theta rhythms lose the ability
to connect with those gamma
rhythms to monitor them, maintain them, and instruct them -the melodies within the brain
begin to disintegrate and our
memories lose their sharpness.
Meanwhile, synchronisation
-- when theta rhythms from
different areas of the brain
synchronize with one another
-- allows separate brain areas to
communicate with one another.
This process serves as the glue
for a memory, combining individual sensory details to create
one coherent recollection. As we
age, our theta rhythms become
less synchronized and the fabric
of our memories starts to fray.
Reinhart and Nguyen's work

■

Electrical currents can be used to noninvasively stimulate brain areas that have lost their rhythm.

suggests that by using electrical
stimulation, we can re-establish
these pathways that tend to go
awry as we age, improving our
ability to recall our experiences
by restoring the flow of information within the brain. And it's
not just older adults that stand
to benefit from this technique:
it shows promise for younger
people as well.In the study, 14
of the young-adult participants
performed poorly on the memory
tasks despite their age -- so he
called them back to stimulate
their brains too."We showed that
the poor performers who were
much younger, in their 20s, could
also benefit from the same exact
kind of stimulation. We could
boost their working memory
even though they weren't in
their 60s or 70s." Reinhart says.
Coupling and synchroniza-

tion, he adds, exist on a continuum: "It's not like there are
people who don't couple versus
people who couple."
On one end of the spectrum,
someone with an incredible
memory may be excellent at
both synchronizing and coupling, whereas somebody with
Alzheimer's disease would probably struggle significantly with
both. Others lie between these
two extremes -- for instance,
you might be a weak coupler
but a strong synchronizer, or
vice versa.
And when we use this stimulation to alter neural symphonies,
we aren't just making a minor
tweak. It's behaviorally relevant.
Now, [people are] performing
tasks differently, they're remembering things better, they're perceiving better, they're learning

faster. It is really extraordinary."
Reinhart emphasizes.
Looking ahead, he foresees a
variety of future applications
for his work.
"It's opening up a whole new
avenue of potential research and
treatment options, and we're
super excited about it." Says
Reinhart.Reinhart would like to
investigate electrostimulation's
effects on individual brain cells
by applying it to animal models, and he's curious about how
repeated doses of stimulation
might further enhance brain
circuits in humans. Most of all,
though, he hopes his discovery
will one day lead to a treatment
for the millions of people around
the world living with cognitive
impairments -- particularly
those with Alzheimer's disease.
ANI

IBM set to secure India against nation-state hackers
NEW DELHI: As chorus in India
grows to safeguard key defence
installations and organisations from nation-state cyber
criminals, IBM with its enterprise-grade security solutions
is ready to partner the government on cyber-proofing sensitive data on Cloud.According
to Vikas Arora, IBM Cloud and
Cognitive Software Leader, IBM
India/South Asia, the company
is ready with a very comprehensive portfolio of products that
provides end-to-end security.
"We already provide a lot of
security relations to both the
enterprises and the government. We are more than willing
to partner with enterprises and
government on the security initiatives," Arora told IANS.A new
IBM-Ponemon Institute study
last week revealed that nearly
79 per cent of Indian firms do
not have a computer security
incident response plan (CSIRP)

in place that is applied consistently across operations.
In the past two years, 51
per cent of Indian organisations surveyed experienced
a data breach and 56 per cent
experienced a cyber-security
incident."Security is no longer
an IT issue. It's an issue that is
being discussed, deliberated and
reviewed at the board level. This
is because the time it takes to
resolve a cyber-attack incident
has gone up in India. The cost
of an incident has also gone up
in India," the IBM Executive
emphasised.While studies
show that companies who can
respond quickly and efficiently
to contain a cyber-attack within
30 days save over $1 million on
the total cost of a data breach
on average, shortfalls in proper
cyber-security incident response
planning have remained consistent for several years.
IBM has cyber ranges of its

own that simulates incidents to
better prepare for a quick and
efficient response.
"The focus of IBM cyber

ranges is to create environment,
scenarios and use cases to essentially better prepare organisations to deal with situations they

have to respond to," noted Arora.
Not just the government,
industries across the spectrum
- retail, banking automotive,

telecom, manufacturing - are
aiming to have a secure environment when it comes to both
security and application of cognitive technologies like Artificial
Intellig ence and Machine
Learning in perceiving realtime cyber threats.According
to a recent report by the New
D e l h i - b a s e d Vive k a n a n d a
Inter national Foundation,
India also urgently requires to
enhance the cyber capabilities of
its armed forces, including the
operationalisation of a Defence
Cyber Agency."Whenever there
is a security incident, it is not
just responding it from the technology perspective. There is a PR
response, there is a marketing
response, and there is a legal
response.Our cyber ranges keep
all these in mind as we prepare
enterprises to gauge internal
and exter nal threat intelligence and mitigate threats,"
said Arora.
IANS
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Shine Talent Talks: Formulating the
right talent strategy for millennials
FINDINGS Experts feel millennials are driven by the need for instant results and accelerated growth in the workplace
HT Correspondent
■

lennials are inventing it. They
are much more intelligent and
informed . They excel at identifying opportunities and building
solutions. This is the fundamental difference between millennials and us, and this is how they
are going to change the world.”
After the panel discussion, the
panellists joined the audience
at their tables for group discussions. Commenting on this
innovative format, Neha Kaul,
Marketing Head, Shine.com
said, “We wanted to go beyond
the traditional panel discussions
and give the audience a chance
to have an in-depth and one-onone discussion with the speakers.This new event by Shine is
just one in a series of interactive
engagement platforms that we
plan to introduce this year for
the local HR community.”

letters@hindustantimes.com

I

ndia is set to become the
world’s youngest country
by 2020, with almost 65% of
its population in the working age bracket. What sets this
vast workforce apart is that a
majority of it is comprised of
millennials – those born in the
1980s to the early 2000s. It is only
when HR leaders can interpret
the thought process of millennials, will they truly understand
how to manage them. This
was the major focus area of
Shine.com’s first Talent Talks
Recruiter Meet held in Gurgaon
on 5th April 2019.
UNDERSTANDING THE
MILLENNIAL MIND-SET
All the panellists agreed
that millennials are driven
by the need for instant results
and accelerated growth in the
workplace. Saurabh Sharma,
Talent Acquisition Lead, OLX
said, “Whether it is food or
conveyance, millennials want
everything on tap. The desire to
get things done quickly is strong
with this generation. The same
behaviour is extended to their
career as well. As recruiters, we
must be quick, accessible and
proactive with this generation. ”
Vasudhara Srivastava, Senior
VP HR, Xceedance Consulting
Pvt. Ltd.said, “There are a lot
of horror stories we have heard
about millennials being entitled,
flaky or lazy. However, in my
opinion, this is a pool of young
people who are free thinkers,
independent and creative, who
just want to do what makes them
happy. Instant gratification is
inherent in this generation and
we, as employers, need to ensure
we help them learn that job satisfaction cannot be attained
instantly.”

■

All the panellists agreed that millennials are driven by the need for instant results

MILLENNIALS & TECH
Sumit Mukherjee, VP HR,
Apollo Munich Health Insurance
Company Ltd., spoke on the
influence that technology and
the internet have on the millennials. He said, “People today are
very well informed about what is
going on. The internet has given
them access to a lot of information . Millennials have opinions
and are not afraid to voice them.
So, we, as employers, need to
allow people to share their
thoughts and ideas. Millennials
are coming up with fresh ideas
instead of doing the same stale
work. Even in our organizations,
new-age employees have overhauled processes and turned
things around in no time. We

are now witnessing much more
engagement from people who are
joining in. In my opinion, tech is
not making this difference, the
millennial attitude is.”
Adding to this, Shailesh
Singh, Talent Acquisition Lead,
Max Life Insurance said, “This
‘squad’ of millennials is not
defined by age but by their way
of life. Their mindset stems from
the fact that the population has
not had to struggle for basics
such as food, electricity, education or job. Further, the internet
has made their lives much easier
and more connected than ever
before. Thus, even in their career,
this population seeks simplicity.
They don’t want to work for these
basics but want to make some-

thing unique. Born in a generation where tech is a given, they
do not want to perform tasks
like making reports at work.
They believe that automation
should be doing this work for
them, while they focus on value
addition.
AT THE WORKPLACE
Saswati Sinha, Head HR, Cheil
India defined millennials at the
workplace.“Firstly, empowerment is a fundamental right that
millennials demand. Secondly,
they believe that ‘life is today’
and prefer to live in the present.
They do not want to horde for the
future or learn from the past –
they want to make a difference
now. They are also extremely

focused, not on what they want
but on what they don’t want.
They don’t want stagnation or
a mundane life. Most of all, they
do not want to stay in the same
place, doing the same things.
If work gets repetitive, they
leave. Finally, they are incredibly entrepreneurial. The risk
taking spirit in millennials is
very high.”
Echoing her thoughts, Dharm
Rakshit, Head HR, Hero Moto
Corps Ltd. said, “Millennials
thrive on uncertainty and take
much more risks than our generation ever could. They are
challenging the status quo and
redefining the jobs landscape.
And why not? Our generation is
adopting technology while mil-

RETAINING
MILLENNIALS?
One of the audience members,
Shivdeep, an HR Specialist summarized the discussion by saying
that what millennials want is to
keep everything simple for themselves. Millennials like to live
in the present and are focused
on what the organization can do
for them. More than policies and
allowances, they are focusing on
how they can add value to the
organization, he said. He further added: “Millennials thrive
on workplace appreciation, and
this is also one of the best ways
of retaining them. Better job
titles can make them feel recognized and appreciated. Further,
they are looking for innovative
tech-enabled workplaces that are
conducive to streamlined work.
From superior tech integration to physical infrastructure,
workplaces need to accordingly
overhaul themselves to attract
and retain millennial employees, while truly unlocking their
potential.”

Human brains may directly connect to cloud networks in future
LOS ANGELES: Our brains may
someday be able to directly
connect to vast cloud-computing
networks in real time, allowing
us to gain a Matrix-style instant
access to the world's knowledge
by simply by thinking about a
specific topic, scientists claim.
According to a research published in the journal Frontiers
in Neuroscience, exponential
progress in nanotechnology,
nanomedicine, artificial intelligence (AI), and computation will
lead this century to the development of a "Human Brain/Cloud
Interface" (B/CI).
The B/CI concept was initially
proposed by futurist-authorinventor Ray Kurzweil, who
suggested that neural nanorobots could be used to connect the
neocortex of the human brain to
a "synthetic neocortex" in the

cloud. Our wrinkled neocortex
is the smartest, 'conscious' part
of the brain, according to the
researchers from University
o f C a l i fo r n i a , B e rke l e y
and Institute for Molecular
Manufacturing in the US.
Robert Freitas, senior author
of the research, proposed neural
nanorobots would provide direct,
real-time monitoring and control
of signals to and from brain cells.
"These devices would navigate
the human vasculature, cross
the blood-brain barrier, and
precisely autoposition themselves among, or even within
brain cells," Freitas said in a
statement."They would then
wirelessly transmit encoded
information to and from a cloudbased supercomputer network
for real-time brain-state monitoring and data extraction," he said.

This cortex in the cloud would
allow "Matrix"-style downloading of information to the brain,
the group claims.
" A h u m a n B/C I system
mediated by neuralnanorobotics could empower individuals

with instantaneous access to all
cumulative human knowledge
available in the cloud, while
significantly improving human
learning capacities and intelligence," said Nuno Martins, lead
author of the research.

B/CI technology might also
allow us to create a future "global
superbrain" that would connect
networks of individual human
brains and AIs to enable collective thought.
"While not yet particularly
sophisticated, an experimental
human 'BrainNet' system has
already been tested, enabling
thought-driven information
exchange via the cloud between
individual brains," said Martins.
"It used electrical signals
recorded through the skull of
'senders' and magnetic stimulation through the skull of 'receivers,' allowing for performing
cooperative tasks," he said.
"With the advance of neuralnanorobotics, we envisage
the future creation of 'superbrains' that can harness the
thoughts and thinking power

of any number of humans and
machines in real time," he added.
This shared cognition could revolutionise democracy, enhance
empathy, and ultimately unite
culturally diverse groups into
a truly global society, researchers said.
According to the group's estimates, even existing supercomputers have processing speeds
capable of handling the necessary volumes of neural data for
B/CI.Rather, transferring neural
data to and from supercomputers in the cloud is likely to be
the ultimate bottleneck in B/CI
development.
One solution proposed by the
authors is the use of 'magnetoelectric nanoparticles' to effectively amplify communication
between neurons and the cloud.
PTI
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shortstories
P’KULA ADMN
PROPOSES NEW
COLLECTOR RATES
PANCHKULA :The Panchkula
administration proposed new
collector rates for the first phase
of year 2019-20 for both residential and commercial properties,
here on Wednesday. The rates for
Panchkula, Kalka, Raipur Rani,
Barwala and Morni have been
uploaded on the official website
of the district administration.››P2

Treatment plant project
runs into rough weather
DERA BASSI :The then Punjab
Pollution Control Board (PPCB)
chairman Manpreet Singh had
laid the foundation stone for
Common Effluent Treatment
Plant (CETP) at village Saidpura,
Dera Bassi, in April 2016. The idea
to set up the plant was to facilitate hazardous waste of Dera
Bassi industries, but even after
three years the project has not
››P5
seen the light of the day.

debate of
the week
VOTER TURNOUT

WHY CAN’T
CHANDIGARH
DO BETTER?
Chandigarh registered a 74%
in the 2014 polls, which was
not as impressive as that of,
say Nagaland, with 88.6%.
What will it take to achieve
100% polling this time
around?
Send in your inputs in more
than 150 words to
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by April 19.
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Max
Cloudy 26.6°c

Min

19.1°c

Max
Humidity

Min

88% 43%

ARCHERY MEET

OLYMPIAN BOMBAYLA
DEVI IN QUARTERS >>p6

Maxtemperaturedrops
11degreesintwodays
THUNDERSHOWERS At 26.6°C, day temperature lowest for month of April in
four years; weatherman predicts clear sky from today, mercury to rise once again
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

30km/hr

CHANDIGARH : With wind speeds
reaching 30 kilometre per hour
and 22mm rain recorded during
the day, maximum temperature
dropped to 26.6°C, eight notches
below normal, on Wednesday.
In fact, maximum temperature was the lowest for the
month of April since 2015, when
it had dropped to 22.2°C.
The mercury has seen a sharp
decline of 11 degrees in the past
two days, bringing relief to the
residents.
Maximum
temperature
touched 37.5°C on Monday, highest this year, before coming
down to 31.9°C on Tuesday
because of trace rainfall and
winds in the wee hours.

‘UNUSUAL AT THIS TIME’
Shivinder Singh, a scientist with
the India Meteorological Department (IMD), Chandigarh, said,
“Western disturbances, which
brought the rain, are not common during this time of the year.
Sky will start clearing during the
night and will remain clear on
Thursday.”
The disturbance originated in
the north-west and collected
moisture from the Arabian Sea,
leading to rain in this part of
India, including Chandigarh, he

Wind speed

n

22 mm
Rainfall

After intermittent showers accompanied by wind and hail in the afternoon, Chandigarh witnessed heavy
KARUN SHARMA/HT
rain in the evening.

said. “The temperatures will see
an increase in the next few
days,” said the official.
The region had witnessed a
number of gusty winds in May
last year, leaving behind a trail of
destruction. Singh said rising
heat leads to instability in
weather and winds are common.
Amid winds, Chandigarh
recorded 2mm rain in the afternoon. Hailstorm was also

reported in some parts.
By 8:30pm, 12.5mm rain was
recorded, which reached 22mm
by 11:30pm, at the IMD observatory in Sector 39. At the airport,
18mm was recorded till 8:30pm.
Temperatures are expected to
increase in the next three days,
with maximum remaining
between 32 and 34 degrees
and minimum between 18 and
19 degrees.

›

Western disturbances
that brought the rain
are not common during
this time of the year. Sky
will clear and temperature
will see an increase now.
SHIVINDER SINGH, IMD scientist

>>p3

RAPE IN CAB

Mohali call centre staffer
recalls 2 hours of horror
HT Correspondent
n

SHO, WHO FAILED TO ACT, IS
NOT NEW TO CONTROVERSIES

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Two days after she was

rapedinataxionherwaytooffice
in Mohali, a 22-year-old call centre employee recounted the
two hours of horror here on
Wednesday.
In her statement before the
magistrate, the victim, who is
from Himachal Pradesh and
residesandworksinMohali, said
the accused offered to give her a
lift around 9:20am and she managedtoescapearound11:15amon
Monday. Even though the
womanclaimedshedidnotrecognise the man, she told police that
he kept addressing her by
her name.
The victim told police that she
walks to her office from her paying guest accommodation in a
nearby village daily.
“On Monday, a cab (Toyota
EtiosLiva)pulledclosetoherand
the driver asked for an address.
Later, he offered to drop her to
her office. Unsuspecting, I sat in
the car,” she told police.
However, instead of dropping
her at the office, the accused
allegedly took her to a secluded
area near the Mohali municipal
corporationoffice,stoppedthere
for some time and then took a
U-turntowardsSector79/80road
and halted on a dilapidated road
near Sambalki village, where he
raped her.
“ItoldhimthatIwanttovomit,
upon which he opened the window and I jumped out while he
wasdistractedbyanapproaching

MOHALI: Inspector Daljeet
Singh, station house officer,
Sohana, who was placed
under suspension on Tuesday for failing to act on the
complaint of a rape victim, is
not new to controversies.
Despite being suspended,
Daljeet was in the police station till 2:45pm on Wednesday. “He has been suspended and a departmental
inquiry has been ordered
against him. He may have
gone to the police station to
hand over the charge,” said
HS Bhullar, senior superintendent of police, Mohali.
The temporary charge of
SHO has been handed over
to assistant sub-inspector
Naib Singh and a panel of
names for regular appointment has been sent to the
election commission.
Belonging to Jagraon in
Ludhiana, Daljeet is a

motorcycle.Hethrewmyclothes
out of the window and fled,” she
told police.
The woman then reached the
Sohanapolicestation,wherestation house officer (SHO) Daljeet
Singh failed to act and register a
case.Afterthecrimecametolight
on Tuesday, the cop was put
undersuspensionandacasewas
registered against the unidenti-

3 Jet Airways flights grounded

PUTTING LIVES IN DANGER

MOHALI : With Jet Airways

announcing to suspend operations, both international and
domestic,threeflightshavebeen
groundedatChandigarhInternational Airport.
Theflightsarethetwoflyingto
DelhiandLucknowdaily,andthe
one to Jaipur, which flew four
days a week. Four more Jet AirwaysflightstoDelhiandMumbai
wereto start in Mayaccordingto
the summer schedule released
last month.
The development came after
the State Bank of India-led consortium of lenders rejected the

n

DEVINDER SINGH
SHARES PLAN
FACETOFACE BIR

OPERATIONS SUSPENDED
Four more flights that were to start in May hit too
FLIGHT

ARRIVAL

DEPARTURE

Chd-Delhi
Chd-Lucknow

3:10pm
5:10pm

3:40pm
5:35pm

Chd-Jaipur

12:10pm

12:40pm

airline’s plea for emergency
funds of ₹400 crore.
SunilSharma, representative
of Jet Airways in Chandigarh,
said:“Allflights,existingandthe
ones to start in May, have been

former sarpanch and is said
to enjoy political patronage.
He got recruited in police in
2000 on compassionate
grounds after his father, a
deputy superintendent of
police with Punjab Police,
was killed by terrorists.
At the time of recruitment, he had not revealed
that a criminal case was
pending against him. A
departmental inquiry was
also conducted on this issue.
About five months back
when Daljeet was shifted to
Mohali, he wrote to the
department complaining
that he had not been paid the
salary for the 10 years.
Posted as Mataur SHO, he
had closed the main gate of
the police station, restricting entry. He is also facing a
departmental inquiry for
alleged misbehaviour with a
HTC
head constable.

fied man under Sections 376
(rape)and506(criminalintimidation) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) late at night.
“Wearecollecting thefootage
of all cameras on the route taken
bytheaccused.Thevictimclaims
shedoesnothaveamobilephone
and cannot recall the car number,” said HS Bhullar, senior
superintendentofpolice,Mohali.

ELECTION2019
ISSUES THAT
MATTER
As election campaigning
gathers steam, it is important
to take stock of issues that
matter for the future of the
tricity. Today, we discuss UT’s
governance model.
››P3

suspended and we aregiving full
refund to passengers.”
SuneelDutt,airportchiefexecutive officer, said: “There is no
needtopanicasotherairlinesare
flying on the routes.”
HTC

Iron rods dangling out dangerously from a cart at the Industrial Area, Phase 2, Chandigarh, on Wednesday. Despite being an offence,
KESHAV SINGH/HT
the menace continues on tricity roads — courtesy, police apathy. PERIL ON WHEELS >>p4

P’kula family booked
for duping jeweller 2 revenue officials
MULLANPUR CASE

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Six members of a Panchkulafamilyhavebeenbookedfor
duping a Mohali jeweller of
₹22 crore.
They have been identified as
Ashok Mittal, wife Chetna, son
Arpit, daughter Aditi, brother
Vinodandsister-in-lawRajRani.
They already have 16 cases
registered against them in Punjab,Haryana,HimachalPradesh
and Delhi, said sources.
Complainant Vikas Walia,
who owns Anmol Rattan Jewellers, Phase 5, told police that he
had met Ashok and his wife at a
kitty party and developed close
family relations with them.
Ashok allegedly told him that
hehadcontactswithvariousdiamondmerchantsinBelgiumand

offered to provide him diamonds
at discounted rate. Walia transferred₹13croreintotheaccused’s
account, according to the FIR.
Meanwhile, Chetna and Aditi
told him that they are holding a
jewelleryexhibitioninDelhiand
Jaipur and asked him to supply
ornaments worth ₹9 crore.
Walia neither got the diamonds nor his jewellery back,
states the FIR.
The accused had allegedly
formedmanycompanies—AAA
Trading , D and A Trading and
Arawali Trading — and were
operating from a showroom in
Manimajra. A case under Sections 406 (criminal breach of
trust), 420 (cheating) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
IndianPenalCode(IPC)hasbeen
registered. No arrest has been
made so far.

booked for cheating
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The Mohali police on
Wednesday booked two revenue
officials—apatwariandaretired
naibtehsildar—forcheating.The
two allegedly made revenue
record entries in the name of a
realestatefirmwithoutthelandowner’s consent.
Those booked have been identified as Baljit Singh, posted as a
patwari, former naib tehsildar
Tarsem Sharma, realtor Vipin
Jain and his employee Baljit
Singh.
In her complaint, Sharmila
Devi of Ambala City alleged the
two revenue officials in connivancewiththerealestatefirmcarried out mutation of her 16 kanal

MADE ENTRIES IN NAME
OF A REAL ESTATE FIRM
WITHOUT THE CONSENT
OF LANDOWNER
land in Mullanpur. She alleged
the land was owned by her
mother and had been divided
between her sister and her.
The case was registered at the
Mullanpurpolicestationafteran
inquiry on the complaint lodged
with the Mohali senior superintendent of police (SSP).
Theaccusedhavebeenbooked
underSections420(cheating),465
(forgery),468(forgeryforpurpose
ofcheating),471(usingasgenuine
aforgeddocument)and120(criminal conspiracy) of the IPC.
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Panchkulaadministration
proposesnewcollectorrates
MIXED BAG? Increase of 10 to 21% on some residential plots and over 20% rise on few
commercial plots suggested; rates for SCFs, SCOs in almost all sectors same as last year
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

The Panchkula
administration proposed new
collector rates for the first phase
of year 2019-20 for both residential and commercial properties,
here on Wednesday.
The rates for Panchkula,
Kalka,RaipurRani,Barwalaand
Mornihavebeenuploadedonthe
official website of the district
administration.
Panchkula deputy commissioner (DC) Balkar Singh said,
“People can get all the details
regarding the draft collector
ratesfromthewebsite.Ifanypersonhasobjectionorwantstogive
any suggestion, they can give it
within 15 days from now.”
He said following this, the
concerned committee will take
uptheobjectionsandsuggestions
and after taking a decision on it,
will send it further for final
approval.
As per the list, there is an

RESIDENTIAL PLOTS
2018-19

2019-20

₹47,000
₹45,000
₹37,000
₹37,000
₹45,000

₹52,000
₹52,000
₹45,000
₹39,000
₹47,000

₹2.25 lakh
₹2 lakh
₹1.80 lakh

₹2.8 lakh
₹2.5 lakh
₹2.2 lakh

AREA
Sectors 6, 7, 8
Sectors 4 and 6 MDC
Sector 12
Sectors 12A, 14 20, 21
Sector 4

PANCHKULA:

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
Sectors 7, 8, 9, 11
Sectors 4, 6, 10, 15, 16, 20, 21
Sectors 2, 12, 12A, 14, 17, 18

*Rates are in per square metre

increaseofabout10.63% forordinary plots in Sector 6, 7 and 8.
The rate has been increased
from ₹47,000 per square metre in
2018-19 (Phase II) to ₹52,000 per
square metre this year.
Similarly, in Sectors 4 and 6 of
MansaDeviComplex,thereisan
increase of 15.5% as the collector
rate for this year is ₹52,000 per
square metre from last year’s

45,000 per square metre.
For residential ordinary plot
in Sector 12, there is an increase
of 21.62% that is from ₹37,000 per
square metre to ₹45,000 per
square metre.
Meanwhile, in Sectors 2, 9, 10,
11, 15, 16, 17 and 18 the rates are
same as of last year’s second
phase.Also,thecollectorrates of
the Trans-Ghaggar sectors (Sec-

Two held for online frauds
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MISUSE OF TECHNOLOGY

CHANDIGARH: The cyber crime

n In another complainant,

branch of Chandigarh Police
arrested two persons for allegedly duping two people through
onlineshoppingsitesonWednesday.
The accused havebeenidentified as Rahul Sewaiwar, and
Vikram Singh.
Police said, accused Rahul
would allegedly decide which
mobilephone,SIMcardsandlaptops to be used for duping people
while Vikram Singh had opened
threebankaccounts,inhisname,
to be used in cheating.
AteamledbyinspectorDevinder Singh arrested Rahul from
Gaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, and
Vikram from Palwal, Haryana.
The duo have been sent to threeday police remand after they
were produced before a district
court.
Police claimed that the cyber
crime had received two complaints in April and are suspecting the involvement of duo in
more such cases.
Oneofthe complainant,Vijay
Pahwa of Chandigarh, who is an
authorised distributor of cosmetic products, alleged that he
receivedmultiplecallswherethe
calleraskedhimtoplaceordersat
Global International Mart and
buy the products.
Thefraudsteraskedhimtopay
₹9.75 and connect the account on
a link sent to him, police said.
Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP) Rashmi Yadav,
alleged that, the link shared was
fakeandtheaccusedmanagedto

Rajnish Verma was duped
of ₹2 lakh with the help of
app AnyDesk
n The accused sent a fake link
to Rajnish to access his bank
details, gained remote
access of his laptop and
mobile phone through
AnyDesk, said police.
n After taking OTP from
Rajnish, accused
transferred ₹2 lakh from
his bank account.

n

Accused used to gather net
banking details of the
victim, say police.

gather all the internet banking
details of the victim.
Vijay again received a call
wherethefraudsteraskedhimto
pay₹2totheaccountnumberprovided by the caller. “The victim
shared his bank details and OTP
with the caller who then transferred ₹7 lakh from Vijay’s
account,” she said.
Similarly, another complainant, Rajnish Verma,of Chandigarh was duped of ₹2 lakh
throughsimilarmodusoperandi
butwiththehelpofappAnyDesk.
Rajnish has a business of artificial fashion jewellery.
THE APP USED
AnyDesk is a desktop software
which provides bidirectional
remote access between personal
computers and is available for
common operating. AnyDesk
allowsuserstoaccesscomputers
both from PCs and mobile
phones.
Theaccusedsenta fake link to

tricitytoday

Rajnishtoaccesshisbankdetails
and also gained remote access of
his laptop and mobile phone
through AnyDesk, said police.
After taking OTP from Rajnish,
money was transferred from his
bankaccount,saidacyberofficial
privy to the matter.
DSP Rashmisaid,“Smallbusinessmen and retailers are easy
targets for fraudsters. They
allure themwith a lucrative deal
onlineandatthetimeof payment
send a fake link to get details of
their bank accounts.”
Cyber crime officialssaidthat
theyhavereceivedmultiplecomplaints with regards to AnyDesk
and that the people should avoid
usingtheappandnotshareinformation with anyone.
A case has been registered
under Sections 419 (punishment
for cheating by impersonation) ,
420(cheating)and120-B(punishment for criminal conspiracy) of
the IPC and 66 D of the IT Act in
Sector 19 police station.

₹3,000 snatched
from Dadumajra
man, three held

APRIL 18, 2019

WALK FOR HERITAGE

HT Correspondent
n

On the World Heritage Day and
International Day For Monuments and
Sites, a walk is being organised by the
Le- Corbusier centre for the tricity
children. Director Deepika Gandhi will
also be present during the event.

When 10am
Where Capitol Complex, Sector 1, Chandigarh

BIRTH ANNIV OF URDU POET
A one-day seminar to commemorate the
100th birth anniversary of Urdu novelist, poet,
biographer, and PU alumnus Padma Shri
Kashmiri Lal Zakir is being organised by
Department of Alumni Relations in collaboration with the Department of Urdu, Panjab
University, Chandigarh.
When 10am to 5pm Where Golden Jubilee Hall, PU, Chandigarh

PANEL DISCUSSION
To mark the International Day for Monuments and Sites, a panel
discussion to promote the conservation, protection, and enhancement of monuments, built complexes and sites is being organised.
Keynote speaker of the event will be Prof. Amita Sinha.
When: 10am onwards Where: Chandigarh College of Architecture

APNI MANDI

Sector 56 Chandigarh
CHANDIGARH:
Sector 34, Ram
Mohali
Sector 34
Darbar
MOHALI: Sector Phase 3B2
56, Phase 3B2, 8
Phase 8
Ram Darbar
PANCHKULA:
Sector 5

Sector 5
Panchkula

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Three persons have
been arrested for allegedly
snatching ₹3,000 from a man, in
DadumajraColony,saidpoliceon
Wednesday.
Thevictimhasbeenidentified
as Mukesh.The accused have
been identified as Sarabjeet
Singh, 23, Deepak,34, of Jujhar
Nagar Mohali and Deepak, 23, of
Dhanas.
A Maloya police official
claimed that on the intervening
nightofApril16and17,acallwas
madeatthecontrolroominformingaboutthesnatchingincident.
In his police complaint,
Mukesh alleged that he was on
thewaytohishouseonanActiva,
whenthreeunidentifiedpersons
onaSplendormotorbikewaylaid
him and allegedly manhandled
him near Sector 38 roundabout.
The snatchers stole away
₹3,000fromMukeshandalsotried
totakehismobilephonebutwere
unsuccessful and fled from the
spot.

EASY MONEY FOR DRUGS
Theaccusedweretracedthrough
thebikewhichisownedbySarabjeet’s mother.
Thetrio workasdailywagers,
said police.
“Thethreeaccusedareaddicts
and had been consuming drugs
from the past two-three
months.They committed the
snatching for the easy money to
buy drugs,” said police
Maloyapolicehaveregistered
a case under Sections 356(use of
criminalforcetocommitacrime)
and379(theft)oftheIndianPenal
Code (IPC).
Cops are trying to ascertain
whether the accused have any
crime history.

tor 23 to 26) are same.
Asperthedraftcollectorrates,
the covered area of HUDA residential sites has also been
increased.
For the first, second floor and
basement, it has been increased
from1,100 to1200persquarefeet,
whileforthegroundflooritisthe
same as 1,200 square feet.
COMMERCIAL SITES
There is an increase of 24.4% in
the commercial places (booth)in
Sectors 7, 8, 9 and 11 with 2,25,000
per square metre last year in
Phase II to 2,80,000 per square
metre proposed this time.
Whileitis25%increaseforSectors 4, 6, 10, 15, 16, 20 and 21 with 2
lakhpersquaremetrelastyearto
2.5 lakh per square metre this
year.
Thecollectorratesforthedouble-storey shop, shop-cum-flat
(SCF), shop-cum-office (SCO) in
almost all the sectors besides the
sitesinSector20grainmarketare
the same as last year.

JUVENILE AMONG
5 BOOKED FOR
KIDNAPPING
CHANDIGARH :Five people, including a juvenile, have been booked
forkidnappingandthreateninga
24-year-old man at gunpoint.
While Piyush Sharma of Sector41hasbeenarrested,thejuvenile, who is 17, was also apprehended. The remaining three —
HarpreetSingh,aliasLaddi,Yogi
and Chetan — are absconding.
Victim Harsh Goyal alleged
that the five attacked him and
detained him in their vehicle
from a Verka booth in Sector 34.
As per the complaint, all the
accused attacked him in the car
and abandoned him at Sector-45
light point.
Theyalsothreatenedhimwith
apistol,policesaid.Investigating
officials of Sector-34 police stationhaveclaimedthatvictimwas
attackedduetotheirpastdispute
over a female friend.
A case has been registered
under Section 147 (rioting), 148
(rioting armed with deadly
weapon), 149 (every member for
unlawful assembly guilty of
offence),323(punishmentforvoluntarily causing hurt), 365 (punishment for kidnapping) and 506
(punishmentforcriminalintimidation) of the Indian Penal Code
HTC
and the Arms Act.

Attempt to murder
case: Court denies
bail to Delhi resident
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The district court

has denied bail to a Delhi resident, Jai Parkash,45, in an
attempt to murder case where
in the complainant was hit by
iron rods.
The complainant in the case is
Tarsem Jain, who runs a departmental store in Sector 49-D market, Chandigarh.
In his complaint, Jain stated
that on the night of February 13,
2019 he was going to Shivalik
Society, Sector 49 on his scooter
to deliver grocery items.
When the complainant
reached near Rajdhani Society,
Sector 49, a car came from the
rear and two persons attacked
him with iron rods.
One of the accused was
encouraging Jai Parkash to kill
me, following which, he took out
a pistol aiming to shoot at me,
Jain told the police.
However, when the complainant started shouting for help and
some persons gathered, the

MYCITYMYVOICE

assailants fled in their car, Jain
said.
The victim was rushed to Government Medical College and
Hospital, Sector 32 for treatment.
An FIR was registered and
accused Jai Parkash was
arrested on February 20.
During the trial, the defence
advocate argued that applicant
has been falsely implicated. He
said that injuries are on the nonvital parts of the body and
accused did not straightaway
cause any harm to the complainant with pistol or any other
weapon.
However, public prosecutor
argued that accused has been
previously booked in five to six
criminal cases of similar nature
in Delhi and in this case the
investigation is still not concluded, hence granting bail to
the applicant will hamper the
investigation.
Taking into account that
accused appears to be a habitual
offender and it is not safe to grant
him bail at this stage, the court
dismissed his bail application.

STRAY CATTLE IN MOHALI
Municipal corporation authorities of Mohali have failed to tackle the stray cattle
menace. Often, stray cattle are seen on roads but now they have reached the parks in
Sunny Enclave, Sector 123, near Jalavayu Towers, Mohali. They are not only dangerous
but are also ruining the parks. It is difficult for kids and old people.
Rajyashree Sinha, Kharar
OFFICIAL’S TAKE

As the model code of conduct is in place so nothing can be
done at this moment. Once it is over, the government has
the plans to start an animal sanctuary in Punjab where all
the stray cattle’s will be shifted, said Rajesh Sharma,
Executive Officer Municipal Committee, Kharar.

NEED CCTV SURVEILLANCE
TO STOP RISE IN CRIME

NO STAFF TO MAINTAIN PARKS
IN PANCHKULA

With the rise in number of crimes in Chandigarh
over last few years, CCTV cameras have become the
need of the hour. As per reports, southern sectors
are worst affected. To nab the criminals, it is
important that Chandigarh administration installs
CCTVs at all important places like markets, roundabouts and the dividing roads of the sectors. Some
residents are even indulged in gambling, drinking
around green belts, even that area should be
brought under surveillance. RWAs are working on
voluntarily basis and they are not in a position to
bear the expenditure of CCTVs.
SK Khosla, Sector 40C

The parks in Panchkula are in poor state with no
gardeners for day-to-day cleaning and maintenance. Dry leaves are spread all across the park.
There are no safai karamcharis for public toilets.
Either there is a problem of shortage of staff or
they are working somewhere else.

OFFICIAL’S TAKE
Mayor Rajesh Kalia said, “The issue regarding
installation of CCTV cameras inside sector has been
discussed many times. I believe that a policy
decision is required to ensure that there is no
funding or back-end operation issues. We will take
it up in the House meeting after elections.”

Bhupinder Kochhar, Panchkula

OFFICIAL’S TAKE
Panchkula municipal corporation (MC) executive
officer Jarnail Singh said, “The staff from the
horticulture wing carries out all the cleanliness and
maintenance work of the parks as per their
planned schedule. Gardeners and other sanitation
workers have been assigned the task for respective
works in all the sectors. Every residential sector has
a park development society which looks after the
requirements and maintenance work. There is a
separate budget head for the maintenance of
parks as well. I will check with the concerned staff
if there is problem related to upkeep of the parks.”

LET’S SPEAK OUT AND MAKE A
DIFFERENCE, TOGETHER
The Hindustan Times My City My Voice campaign offers residents of
Chandigarh, Panchkula and Mohali a platform to highlight and share
cives issue concerning them. Whether it’s bad roads, non-functional
streetlights, ill-maintained parks or poor garbage disposal, HT will act
as the sounding board and will bring you the response of the
authorities concerned. Help us help you.
Send us your write-up/content and high-resolution photos to
myvoice@hindustantimes.com

POLLBUZZ

‘Congress
known only for
corruption’
Continuing with the party’s
“Chai Pe Charcha” programme,stateBJP president
Sanjay Tandon on Wednesday met people at the Panjab
University.
Addressing the meeting,
Tandon said in the last Lok
Sabha elections in 2014, people expressed their anger
againsttheCongressgovernmentbyvotingitout,andput
their trust in BJP. “People
willagainvotefortheBJP,as
they have seen the excellent
work done by the party. The
Congressisonlyknownforits
corruption scandals. Today,
half of the Congress party,
including Rahul Gandhi, is
outonbail.Thepublicknows
who the thief is,” he said.

No development by BJP in Ambala: Kumari Selja
Sitting Rajya Sabha member
and four-time Lok Sabha memberKumariSeljaonWednesday
visited Panchkula as part of her
election campaign as the Congress candidate from Ambala.
Addressingaprogrammeata
hotel in Sector 5, Selja promised
to fight for the interests of the
people of the constituency.
Lashing out at the BJP she
said, “My party and I have done
everything for the development
of the constituency. But, the
BJP government has done nothing in the past five years and no
new development has taken
place in Ambala.” She told the
party workers to work unitedly,
and take the Congress policies
and programmes to every
household.
WALLETS STOLEN
DURING PROGRAMME
During the programme, 10

n

Congress Ambala candidate Kumari Selja addressing a
gathering of residents in Panchkula on Wednesday. SANT ARORA/HT

attendees reported their wallets
stolen, prompting security
guards to check every person
leaving the entrance gate.

Later, some wallets were found
in a toilet of the hotel. No formal
complaint was made to the
police.

Bansal promises flats for workers, nod for need-based changes
All daily wagers in Chandigarh
will get regular dwelling units
in a housing complex to be constructed for them in Maloya if
the Congress is voted to power
at the Centre. Congress candidate from Chandigarh Pawan
Kumar Bansal promised this
while addressing a public meeting at the Marble Market at
Dhanas village on Wednesday.
The BJP government at the
Centre had also promised to
provide housing to the homeless under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana.
“More than 2.9 lakh people
applied under the scheme in
Chandigarh, but the local
administration announced
inclusion of only 800 people in
the scheme. Following protests
from the Congress, the number
was raised to 9,000. It is surprising that no survey was conducted and no land earmarked
for the scheme,” Bansal added.
Later, addressing residents
in a public ground in Sector 30,
Bansal assured to get needbased changes made by people
in their houses and dwelling

Will restore
panchayats
if elected,
says Dhawan
Aam Aadmi Party’s
(AAP) Chandigarh candidate Harmohan Dhawan
helda meetingwith former
sarpanches, panches and
members of zila parishads
athishouseonWednesday.
While addressing the
meeting, Dhawan criticised the BJP government
for merging panchayats in
the Chandigarh MC. He
assuredthat he will restore
original status of panchayats if voted to power.
Dhawan said AAP will
not let any house, located
outside lal dora, get demolished. Criticising the
UT administration, he
questioned that if the
houses outside lal dora
were illegal, why did the
administration register
small plots and give them
water and electricity connections.
He said if the people
posed their confidence in
him, he will make Punjabi
and Hindi, along with
English, the official languages of the Chandigarh
administration. On the
occasion, a group of 50 people was finalised to start
door-to-door campaign in
22 villages, which will start
at Dhanas and Sarangpur
on Thursday.

›
n

Congress Chandigarh candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal meeting traders during door-to-door
campaigning at the Sector 35 market in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

units regularised.
Regarding rehabilitation and
EWS units, which have been
sold off by their original licensees, Bansal reiterated his promise that their present occupants,

who have been living there for
more than 10 years, and have
valid purchase documents will
be given ownership rights if the
Congress forms the next government. He also conducted

HT PHOTO

shop-to-shop campaigning in
Sector 35 and met residents in
Sector 41.
COMPILED BY
YUVRAJ KAUSHAL AND

If the houses
outside lal dora
were illegal, why did
the administration
register small plots
and give them water
and electricity
connections?
HARMOHAN DHAWAN, AAP’s
Chandigarh candidate
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election2019
Time for city to up governance game

ISSUESTHATMATTER:
UT GOVERNANCE MODEL

SYNC OR SINK With elections around the bend, experts from multiple governing
bodies are once again identifying the root of slack governance and debating
options that will help deliver effective governance to City Beautiful
Munieshwer A Sagar
n

expertview

munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Being India’s first planned
city, Chandigarh has required minimal
intervention for governance over the
years. However, nearly 60 years into its
existence, the City Beautiful is grappling
with same set of developmental and existential problems that are the norm in
unplanned urban areas.
Approaching elections have once
again kindled a debate on what system
would facilitate better governance for
the city. Some stake holders believe the
commissionerate system should be
brought back, while others want a legislativeassembly, orfavour grantingmore
power to the municipal corporation.
However, the drive for change faces
the risk of losing momentum once elections are done with. As developmental
and existential challenges mount for the
city, experts are urging for the governance system to be addressed with
urgency.

GOVERNANCE MODEL SO FAR
The city’s unique character as the capital of two states, and its status as union
territory emerged after the re-organisation of Punjab and creation of Haryana
on November 1, 1966. The capital of Punjab since 1952, Chandigarh was made the
joint capital of Haryana and Punjab, and
given the status of union territory under
the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966.
While the Centre took up the reins of
the city’s administration, the local
bureaucracy, headed by the chief commissioner, took charge of governance.
The commissioner was now directly
accountable to the union government,
with union ministry of home affairs
(MHA) in control of UT affairs.
In June 1984, the chief commissioner
was re-designated as adviser to the
administrator, with the governor of Punjab taking over direct administration of
the city as administrator.
Post UT- status, the supervision and
involvement of local elected representatives in the city’s governance process
remained minimal. In 1967, the UT got its
first elected representative in the form of
member of Parliament, and in 1994, the
Chandigarh Municipal Corporation
(MC) was created. Over the years, many
civic and developmental works were
transferred from the administration to
MC. However, the bureaucratic stran-

›

Delegation of power from
MHA to local administration is
the need of the hour. MHA approval
is needed, but when other
ministries come into the picture,
delays are bound to happen.
RAM NIWAS, former home secretary, Chandigarh

›

Elected representatives
are more accessible and
accountable to people than career
bureaucrats. An elected body can
bypass MHA .
RASHPAL MALHOTRA,
executive vice-chairman, Centre for Research
in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID)

glehold over policy making, implementation and finances continues to erode
the power of elected representatives.
BANE OF BUREAUCRACY
Ironically, while it is the political class
that is usually blamed for slow decisions
and implementation, in Chandigarh, it is
bureaucracy that sometimes takes decades to implement decisions. Local businessmen, industrialists and residents
complain that even simple decisions
have been pending for years.
The upper echelons of city’s bureaucracy manned by Punjab, Haryana and
UT-cadre officers, having three-year
terms are perceived to be unresponsive,
short on accountability and lack a connect with locals, a perception that only
has gained strength over the years.
“Bureaucrats seldom seek local opinion during decision making and often
override local objections to projects and
policies. The MC has become ineffective
with dependency on the administration
for finances and implementation. Even
within the corporation, the municipal
commissioner (an IAS officer) wields
decisive authority over implementation
and finances,” said Surinder Bahga,
member of the advisory committee on
Chandigarh to Union ministry of home
affairs, and ex-councillor, MC.

TWEAKS OR OVERHAUL?
Most experts agree the governance system warrants change, but, differ on the
scale of changes needed.
Setting up of a legislative assembly is
a suggestion one hears from time to time.
“Bureaucratic set-up, even if competent,
is bound by several constraints. An
adviser is no match to a CM or a state legislative assembly, in status or authority.
The legislature via different channels is
in touch with people’s needs,” said Malhotra.
However, Kirron Kher, Chandigarh
MP, opines that a legislative assembly is
not viable for Chandigarh. She said, “A
better coordination is needed between
MC and UT administration. The MP’s
role is crucial in this aspect, as all officers co-operate with a good MP.”
Some think accountability and execution of policies can improve if major
chunk of powers, works and funds are
transferred to the MC.
The commissionerate system is
another popular suggestion for effective
governance. Harmohan Dhawan,
former Chandigarh MP and AAP candidate for Lok Sabha elections, said,
“Interference by Punjab and Haryana
should be curtailed and the previous
commissionerate system should be
reconsidered.”

facetoface
BIR DEVINDER SINGH, 69, SAD (TAKSALI) CANDIDATE, ANANDPUR SAHIB SEAT

‘My victory will pave way for
state’s political transformation’
Gurpreet Singh Nibber
n

gurpreet.nibber@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Former deputy

speaker of Punjab Vidhan
Sabha Bir Devinder Singh,
69, is Shiromani Akali Dal
(Taksali)’s pick for the
Anandpur Sahib seat. Chief
minister Capt Amarinder
Singh’s bete noire, he has
already hit the ground and
started active campaigning
on a confident note. HT spoke
to the two-time MLA about
his future aspirations.

What future do you see for
the newly formed panthic
alignment?
In Punjab, politics
revolve around the panth,
and religion will continue to
be a driving force for a long
time here. People are turning
their back on the Badals-led
Shiromani Akali Dal that has
eroded Punjab and Sikh religious institutions. After the
general elections, we will
contest the SGPC elections,
and then the assembly polls
in 2022. We are very positive
about these elections. We will
oust Badals and hand over
the control of panthic institutions to the sangat.

Do you feel that the issues of
sacrilege and police action on
protesters in Bargari and
Behbal Kalan will resonate in
your constituency?
There’s no doubt about that.
Due to the unfortunate incidents in 2015, people’s sentiments were hurt. Badals
played a negative role then,
and people will react now.
My victory will pave the way
for big political transformation in Punjab for which a
beginning has been already
made.

Your campaign is largely
focused around the panth.
What about aspirations of other

n

Two-time MLA from Kharar and Sirhind, Bir Davinder Singh says the fact that he is a known face
and has been raising people’s voice for years will work in his favour.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

›

It is naive to underrate
opponents. I like
Congress’ Manish Tewari
as a person and SAD’s
Prem Singh Chandumajra
as a politician. Candidates
of other parties are
political greenhorns.

religions who are part of the
electorate in the constituency?
Our campaign may be getting
strength from panthic issues,
but after getting elected as
MP I will work for people
belonging to all communities, castes and religions. I
have 50 years of experience in
raising people’s voice, and
the electorate will definitely
feel the difference when I will
raise their issues in the Lok
Sabha. My party has

assigned me to draft the
party’s manifesto in which
issues concerning the state —
debt, agrarian crisis, governance, law and order, and
drugs — will be addressed. I
will also play a constructive
role in greater interfaith
understanding.

How do you rate your
opponents?
It is naive to underrate
opponents. I like Congress’
Manish Tewari as a person
and SAD’s Prem Singh
Chandumajra as a politician. Candidates of other
parties are political greenhorns. The contest is
between me and Tewari.
Currently, I am number two.
But after a few weeks of campaigning, I am confident of
being the leading contestant.

What challenges do you face as
the contestant of a new party?
In any kind of electoral bat-

tle, challenges are aplenty.
Being a new party, we are in
the process of building cadres, and are also facing
resource crunch. But the
fact that I am a known face
and have been raising people’s voice work in my
favour. Also, people of
Mohali and surrounding
areas support me as I represented Kharar as MLA from
2002 to 2007.

What is your proposal for the
greater Mohali area, which is
part of your parliamentary
constituency?
I plan to streamline development in the area. On becoming member of Parliament,
I will work on including the
entire area under the Mohali
Municipal Corporation to
ensure the development is
coordinated. GMADA, the
main development agency,
was formed due to my efforts
as MLA.

n

Le Corbusier’s city needs to sync itself to changing times and could do with an overhaul in governance.

HT PHOTO

viewfrompoliticalleaders

›

Better coordination is
needed between MC and
administration. An MP plays a
crucial role as all officers
cooperate with a good MP.
A legislative assembly is not
viable for Chandigarh.
KIRRON KHER,
Chandigarh Member of Parliament

›

For civic matters, there
should be a mayor-incouncil with mayor elected
directly as city head. Portfolios
should be distributed among
councilors, and most works
and funds given to MC.
PAWAN BANSAL, Ex-MP Chandigarh
and Congress candidate

›

MC is now ineffective; its
status, functions and
powers must be augmented.
The commissionerate system
should be brought back and
interference from Punjab and
Haryana should be curtailed.
HARMOHAN DHAWAN, Ex-MP
Chandigarh and AAP candidate

YOUNGISTAN
VALMIKI IS INLD ELECTION2019
CANDIDATE FROM
EXAMINE GOVT’S PERFORMANCE
AMBALA SEAT
AMBALA:The Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) announced Rampal
Valmiki as its candidate from
Ambala constituency on
Wednesday.
After hearing news of Rampal’s candidature from the
Ambala seat, party workers and
supporters started gathering at
his house in Yamunanagar.
Hailing from Yamunanagar
City, Valmiki served as the deputy mayor during the last tenure
of the Yamunanagar Municipal
Corporation. He started his political career with the Congress in
1986, but joined the INLD in 1990
under the leadership of former
chief minister Om Prakash
Chautala.
In 1994, he was elected councillor for the first time in the
Yamunanagar Municipal Council, and remained a councillor
consecutively from 2005
onwards, before becoming the
deputy mayor of Yamunanagar
MC in 2013.
While talking to media, Rampal said, “INLD has always
worked to uplift the poor. I will
start my election campaign from
HTC
Yamunanagar.”

E-postal ballot
paper for defence
personnel, spouses
CHANDIGARH : Voters from the

defence services and their
spouses, registered in Chandigarh but posted outside, will get
their ballot papers electronically. Earlier, they were sent the
ballot paper through post.
The ballot paper will be
uploaded on the Service Voters’
Portal by 3pm on May 3. Service
personnel and their spouses registered on the portal will get an
OTP on their registered mobile
numbers. The ballot paper will
be downloaded by a designated
officer in the unit of the service
personnel and given to the voters. The downloaded ballot
papers and Form 13A (declaration by the voter) must reach the
UT returning officer by 7.59am
on May 23, the counting day. HTC

Young voters believe voters’ should weigh in the ruling party’s performance on its manifesto for the
2014 Lok Sabha elections to make an informed decision on who to vote for. Lack of jobs fitting one’s
qualification is a resounding concern among them that they want the next government to address. They
also consider women empowerment and safety as a direct route towards gender equality and inclusive
economic growth of the country, and seek quality and affordable health care for all strata of society.

NEED A GAME
CHANGER

SWITCH TO CASHLESS ECONOMY
AADITYA KAPOOR, 22, masters student, Chitkara University
The next government should find ways to root out
corruption.

DHRUV PRATAP, 19, BA first-year
student, GGDSD College,
Sector 32, Chandigarh

More jobs: India’s unemployment rate hit 6.1% in
2017-18, highest in 45 years.

India is likely to surpass China in
terms of population. The government needs to prepare for the
impending shortage of resources.

Cashless economy: Need to switch to digital
transactions to remove corruption.
Reservation: Save seats for people below the
poverty line.

Women empowerment:
Women’s quality of life needs to be
improved.
Create jobs: Unemployment is
rising in the country at an unprecedented scale.
Conservation:
Sustainability
of environment needed
through
citizen-government
cooperation.

GENDER EQUALITY PARAMOUNT
ANSH GARG, 21, MA economics first-year student, PU
Voters should look into the ruling party’s performance
on the previous manifesto.
Women empowerment: Create an atmosphere of
equality between men and women.
Rural development: There is a lot of hullabaloo about
it, but nothing on the ground.
Health: Arrange for affordable health care for all
sections of society.

DID THE PRIME MINISTER PERFORM?
YUVRAJ PATHANIA, 19, bachelors in hotel management
and catering technology, first year, PU
I will look at the manifestoes of the parties, and whether
the Prime Minister fulfilled the promises made earlier.
Education: Public educational institutions will do well
with more attention.
Health sector: Upgrade public health care
infrastructure.
Develop skills: Skill development programmes should
be introduced for the youth.

NEED AN EDUCATED MP
POOJA CHAUDHARY, 23, works at an IT firm, Mohali
Voters should choose a representative educated enough
to understand the constituency’s problems.
Think of the disabled: Ensure proper infrastructure in
educational institutions, public spaces and offices.
Gender equality: Women and transgenders still face a
lot of discrimination in society.

ENSURE
APPROPRIATE
JOBS
SMRITI MADAAN, 21,
MBA finance student,
CGC Landran
Government needs to ensure
appropriate jobs for the
youth based on their
qualification.
Women safety: A lot is said
about it, but women continue
to be unsafe.
Border security: The country’s security comes first.
Transport: The public
transport
options
are few
and far
between.

Environment: Increasing population and pollution are
dangerous for the environment.
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PU shelving house allotment
draws flak from applicants
LONG WAIT An employee had moved high court against counselling for allotment
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:Panjab University’s
(PU) move to put house allotment
exercise on hold in view of an
applicant approaching the Punjab and Haryana high court
has left other applicants miffed.
It was on March 29 when the
high court had asked the university to continue with the counselling for house allotment but not to
allot houses, after a non-teaching
employee moved court against
the counselling process.
In case of teachers, the counselling is held every month, and
case of non-teaching employees,
it is done every six months. However, the university postponed
even the counselling in view of
the petition.
According to the information,
around 35% employees have got
accommodation on campus.

›

The dispute is over the
new houses built on
campus, but stalling the
entire process will impact
those who have figured in
seniority list.

›

The counselling can
be held after the
court’s decision as it will
not serve any purpose if
the final allotment is not to
be done till then.

DEEPAK KAUSHIK , PUSA chief

KARAMJEET SINGH, PU registrar

Many of the employees stay outside in rented accommodations.

waits for 10-15 years for house
allotment,” he added.
In the case of non-teaching
employees, PU prepares a seniority list every six months — from
January 1 to June 30, and then a
new one from July 1 to December
31 in a year. The counselling is
conducted every month and the
old and the new houses eligible
and habitable come up for allotment in the counselling.
“In July, the new seniority list
will be prepared in which those

SENIORITY LIST ISSUE
PU Staff Association (PUSA)
president Deepak Kaushik said,
“The dispute is over the new
houses built on the campus, but
stalling the entire process will
impact the employees whose
name finally came in the seniority list for allotment of a house.
The list is prepared anew every
six months. An employee usually

seniors who apply for new allotment or for change will be
enlisted before those who are now
eligible, which means those hopeful of getting a house may not get
one even in the next counselling
as the process has been stalled,”
said another employee, requesting anonymity.
An employee, wishing not to be
named, said the court should be
requested to let the allotment of
other houses should go on as
employees have been waiting for
years.
However, PU registrar Karamjeet Singh said, “The counselling
can be held after the court’s decision as it will not serve any purpose if the final allotment is not to
be done till then.” The varsity
had failed to file a response to the
court’s notice on April 5, which is
why the court fixed the date on
March 29, and now the matter has
been kept for hearing on May 5.
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Seminar puts
spotlight on
security market
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Gian Jyoti Institute of

Management and Technology,
Mohali, organised a seminar
on security market on
Wednesday.
Keynote speaker Amanjot
Kaur briefed the students about
purchasing power of money,
inflation, consumer price index,
wholesale price index and its
importance while taking investment decisions.
She also explained how
investing in equities gave the
highest returns as compared to
other investment avenues. She
also threw light on the working
and various aspects of security
market, and the composition
and role of SENSEX and NIFTY
in the market.
GJIMT director Aneet Bedi,
while speaking at the occasion,
said that the objective of the
seminar was to impart practical
knowledge of capital market to
students and make them financially literate.

Rlys told to pay 6-yr gratuity Pinjore man arrested
to former employee’s widow with 40-gram heroin
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:The Central Admin-

istrative Tribunal (CAT) has
directed the Northern Railways
to pay gratuity of six years to the
widow of their former employee.
The applicant, Kala Devi, submitted that her husband, Prabhu
Dayal, worked with the railways
for 14 years from January 15, 1984
to 1998. He was removed from service on the ground of absence
from duty on October 22, 1998, and
he died in 2005.
She prayed before the tribunal
to direct the railways to pay her
Dayal’s provident fund, group
insurance scheme funds and gratuity along with 12% interest
thereon.
MATTER OF ABSENCE
The tribunal observed that Dayal

TRIBUNAL OBSERVES
THAT SHE WILL NOT BE
ENTITLED TO GRATUITY
FOR THE PERIOD HER
HUSBAND REMAINED
ABSENT FROM DUTY
remained absent from duty from
August 1990 to November 1992 (28
months), then on duty for only 22
days, and then again absent from
January 1993 to December 1998
(70 months), amounting to a total
of 98 months of absence.
Devi said her husband had
served the department for 14
years and was entitled to one
month of earned leave for every
working year, which works out to
be 14 months, but the tribunal
observed that even if the period of
absence from the duty is adjusted

IRCTC OFFER

2-week special tour
to Rameshwaram,
Madurai, Kovalam
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The Indian Railway

Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has offered a special two-week tour package train
-‘Dakshin Darshan Special Tourist Train’ that will depart from
Jalandhar on April 23.
Besides Jalandhar, the boarding/de-boarding points include
Ludhiana, Chandigarh, Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Karnal, Panipat
and Delhi Cantt.
The special tourist train will
ply from the North to the south
and cover all the prominent and
sacred destinations of the south,
including Rameshwaram, Madurai, Kovalam, Trivandrum,
Kanyakumari, Tiruchirappalli
and Tirupati.
IRCTC regional manager
Sukhwinder Pal Singh said,
“The tour package will cost
₹11,340 per person, including
GST. The train will have general
sleeper class coaches and will
include three meals a day.”
“We will arrange tourist
buses for sightseeing and booked
dharmshalas near the destinations for night stay,” he said.
He said pure vegetarian food
will be served on the train and
they have arranged guards for
each coach for security.

SPECIAL TRAIN TO
DEPART FROM
CHANDIGARH ON APRIL
23; TOUR PACKAGE WILL
COST ₹11,340 PER
PERSON; COMPRISES
THREE MEALS A DAY
An amount of ₹100 will be
deducted per passenger if the
ticket cancellation is done 15
days prior to the journey, while
25 percent of the total amount
will be deducted if the ticket cancellation is done 8 to 14 days
before the journey. If the ticket is
cancelled 4 days prior, there will
be no refund at all.
Ticket booking of the tour
package is available online on
the official IRCTC website. Passengers can also book tickets
through IRCTC Tourist Facilitation Centre, zonal offices and
regional offices.
IRCTC has also announced
the second foreign trip to
Europe. Singh said, “Since the
first trip got an overwhelming
response, we are announcing the
second which will go start in
June. All information is available on the site of IRCTC and
bookings are open now,” he
added.

against the leave, he will not be
entitled to salary.
The railways had submitted
that the provident fund amounting to ₹4,319 had been paid to the
applicant on August 14, 2018. The
CAT presumed that up to the date
of this payment, interest had been
calculated and paid to Devi.
About the third prayer for payment of gratuity, the court
observed that Dayal had effective
six years of service. Section 4 of
the Payment of Gratuity Act,
1972, provides that an employee
will be entitled to gratuity on
completion of five years of continuous service.
Therefore, the railways was
told to pay Devi gratuity for the
six years of continuous duty that
Dayal had rendered. The tribunal
observed that she will not be entitled to gratuity for the period
Dayal remained absent.

PANCHKULA: A 32-year-old man
was arrested after police recovered 40 gram of heroin from his
possession near Chandimandir
on Tuesday. The accused, Nirmal
Singh of Basola village in Pinjore,
was on a bike when a police team
on election duty apprehended
him at a checkpost near the Burj

Kotian light point.
Crime branch in-charge
inspector Karambir Singh said,
“The accused tried to throw a
packet from his denims which
was recovered.”
A case was registered under
the Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic Substances Act.
HTC

C B S E M A N D AT E

Govt, pvt school
clusters to serve
as hubs of learning

LAST DATE
FOR PUTHAT
APPLICATIONS
TODAY
HT Correspondent
n

Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : As per a new policy
by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), the UT
education department has
decided to form groups of government and private schools,
called ‘hubs of learning’ (HoL),
wherein each group will share
resources and innovative practices, and hold joint activities
for student and teacher learning.
Under the policy, four to six
schools will be clubbed based on
their proximity, and share
resources including manpower,
infrastructure, and teachinglearning material among themselves.
The CBSE circular, which
was released in March, mentions that the schools in a hub
will make annual pedagogical
plans, transaction strategies,
and learning outcomes. It also
includes sharing of e-content
and other digital resources.
The circular mandates that a
hub meets frequently, at least
once a month, and also keep a
record of all activities undertaken jointly. At the time of
school inspection for extension
or upgrade, the board will also
check the HoL records to ascertain the genuine efforts made by
the schools for self-improvement.
However, the CBSE circular
outlined that the board will not
be funding the hubs in any form.

BOARD TELLS SCHOOLS
TO COMPLETE PROCESS
BY JULY; HUB ACTIVITY
RECORDS TO REFLECT
ON SCHOOLS’ UPGRADE,
EXTENSION DURING
INSPECTION
ROADMAP
The circular says the board will
identify member schools of each
hub and assign it a unique number based on the state, district,
and city code.
The board will nominate a
school from each hub as lead
collaborator school on the basis
of its board results, pupilteacher ratio and innovative
practices. This school, in collaboration with the member
schools, will take up all the
activities listed by the board to
improve the education ecosystem of the hub for a maximum
period of two years. Thereafter,
the member schools can nominate any other school from the
hub to act as lead collaborator
on a rotation basis.
The board has instructed all
the schools to complete the
entire process by July 2019.
UT education secretary BL
Sharma said, “These hubs of
learning will prove to be very
useful as best practices among
the schools will be shared. Collaborative learning will definitely help government
schools.”

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The last for online

submission of information to
generate fee challan for Panjab
University Tourism and Hospitality Aptitude Test (PUTHAT)
is Thursday.
The test for admission into
bachelor of hotel management
and catering technology, and
bachelor of tourism and travel
management, is scheduled to be
held on May 10, and the roll
numbers will be available
online on April 30.
The two courses of
four-year duration at the University Institute of Hotel and
Tourism Management (UIHTM)
offer 60 and 30 seats, respectively.
The 90-minute test will comprise 100 questions of one mark
each. There will be negative
marking (0.25 mark) for each
wrong answer.
The test will have 30 questions of English aptitude, 20 of
current affairs and general
awareness, 20 of reasoning ability and 30 of hospitality industry
awareness.
The merit list of candidates
will be prepared on the basis of
PUTHAT only. The tentative
date for the declaration of the
results is May 27.
The admission forms will be
available from May 30. The first
counselling will start on June
27.
Students can visit the website
https://puthat.puchd.ac.in/ for
further information.

PERIL ON WHEELS

Retd SDM duped
of ₹24 lakh on
pretext of land
registration
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Police on Wednesday

arrested a man on charges of duping a retired sub-divisional magistrate (SDM) of ₹24 lakh on the
pretext of getting registry of his
land done.
The accused, identified as Baljit Singh of Sector 70, Mohali, was
produced before the court and
sent to one-day police remand.
The complaint was lodged by
Bharat Bhushan, a resident of
Sector 46, Chandigarh, who
retired as an SDM from Punjab
government.
It was in 2013, when the
accused, who is a property dealer
based in Phase 7, Mohali, told
Bhushan that he needed to sell a
property measuring 7 kanals in
Patiala as he needed cash to get
his daughter admitted in a medical college.
The deal was fixed at ₹24 lakh,
of which Bhushan had paid ₹21
lakh through cheques and ₹3 lakh
in cash. Despite taking the
amount, the accused did not get
the registry of the property done
in his name nor refund the
money.
A case was registered under
Sections 406 (criminal breach of
trust) and 420 (cheating) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at the
Mataur police station.

CHANDIGARH: A day after a Chandigarh resident, Bhupinder Singh,
received severe injuries on his face
after his car rammed into a stationary truck loaded with iron rods and
pipes hanging out of the vehicle, HT
on Wednesday did a reality check
and found multiple trucks and carts

Many overloaded carts also
had animals tethered to them.
The Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (PCA) Act states that
only seven quintals of weight,
including that of the rider
and the animal, can be allowed to
HTC
ferry on such carts.

loaded with rods endangering the
lives of motorists across the city.
According to Chandigarh police
officials, it is illegal to ferry rods and
pipes on carts and the defaulter can
be booked under Section 34 of the
Police Act (any person, whoever
causes danger and risks vehicles).

n

(Clockwise from top) Cycle carts loaded with iron rods and
pipes at the Industrial Area, Phase 1; Phase 2; and Sector 47
KESHAV SINGH/HT
in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

Two factory workers Month on, court denies bail
held for stealing
to two in murder–bid case
Death in road mishap: Scrap aluminium scrap
ACCUSED HAD ATTACKED

dealer’s kin to get ₹36L relief

HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The Motor Accidents

Claims Tribunal (MACT),
Mohali, has awarded ₹36.22 lakh
compensation to the family of a
scrap dealer killed in a road mishap in Zirakpur in October 2016.
Victim Godhan Kushwaha of
Pabhat village, Zirakpur, was
returning home from Chhat village when a truck coming from
the Patiala side hit his car while
overtaking it on October 27, 2016.
Godhan lost control over his car
and it rammed into a tree. The
31-year-old died on the spot. The
truck driver stopped at a distance but fled soon after.
Godhan’s brother Ramesh
Kushwaha, who was on a motor-

n

31-year-old Zirakpur man had
died when a truck hit his car
while overtaking it in
October 2016.
ISTOCK PHOTO

cycle, witnessed the accident.
A case was registered the next
day under Sections 279 (rash
driving), 304A (causing death by
negligence) and 427 (mischief
causing damage to the amount of
₹50) of the Indian Penal Code at

the Zirakpur police station. It’s
trial is pending in a local court.
Truck driver Lakhi Ram and
owner Ganesh Kumar of Ambala
in a joint written statement to the
tribunal said that no accident
took place and a false case had
been registered. The insurance
firm refused to honour the claim,
stating the truck driver was not
holding a valid licence and the
vehicle was being driven in violation of terms and conditions of
the policy.
However, the tribunal presided over by Rajnish Garg
directed the truck driver, owner
and United India Insurance
Company Limited to jointly pay
₹36.22 lakh compensation with
9% interest to Godhan’s widow,
minor children and mother.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA :Two factory workers

were arrested for allegedly stealing aluminium scrap worth
₹13,000.
Production manager of the
factory in Industrial Area, Phase
1, Panchkula, Manoj Grover said
in a police complaint that spare
parts of cars made in the factory.
Grover said around 30 sacks of
aluminium scrap were in the factory and seven of them worth
₹13,000 were found missing during a check on Tuesday.
He alleged vehicles of factory
workers are parked near the
scrap and he suspects it to be the
handiwork of one of the
driver Shyam, a resident of
Zirakpur, and a helper Shiv Narayan, resident of Vikas

MATTER CAME TO LIGHT
WHEN PRODUCTION
MANAGER OF
INDUSTRIAL AREA UNIT
CONDUCTED A CHECK
Nagar, Chandigarh.
Investigating official Bholi
Singh, Sector 20 police station,
said, “We have started investigation in the matter and the
accused were arrested from the
market of Abheypur village in
Sector 19. We have recovered the
stolen scrap from their possession.”
A case was registered against
the accused under Sections 380
(theft in dwelling house, etc)
and 457 (lurking house-trespass)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A local court on
Wednesday denied bail to two
men facing an attempt to murder
case. The accused Kala Singh
Sandhu, 39, of Sector 38 West,
and Mohd Junaid Qureshi, 23, of
Baltana, Punjab, had allegedly
attacked Pritpal Singh of Amritsar at a cafe and stolen his gold
chain assuming him dead.
They are facing charges under
Sections 147 (rioting), 148 (rioting, armed with deadly weapon),
149 (every member of unlawful
assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object), 307 (attempt to murder), 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 379 ( theft) and 506 (criminal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code.
In his complaint, Pritpal had
stated that he visited Boom Box
Cafe in Sector 9, Chandigarh,

THE AMRITSAR MAN AT
A CAFE IN SECTOR 9,
CHANDIGARH, AND
STOLE HIS GOLD CHAIN
ASSUMING HIM DEAD

with his friends Manmeet Singh,
Pardeep Singh and Harmandeep
Singh around 11:30pm on March
1, 2019.
While they were having dinner, Qureshi got on the stage and
started splashing champagne
around, some of which fell on his
group. When they objected to his
behaviour, Qureshi started hurling abuses at them, and opened
another bottle.
Pritpal alleged that he complained to the cafe owner, but the
staff did nothing to stop Qureshi.
The accused then called his
other friends and one of them

brandished a weapon towards
him, and asked his group to leave
the café. When they stepped out,
8-9 people attacked him and his
friends with a baseball bat, causing him head injury and leaving
his friend Pardeep unconscious,
Pritpal had alleged, while claiming that the accused even stole
his gold chain.
The injured were later taken
to local hospital in a private vehicle, and an FIR was registered on
March 2.
On March 6, police arrested
Qureshi and Sandhu for the
crime.
Seeking their bail, the defence
counsel argued that they had
been falsely implicated. The dispute had occurred due to misunderstanding of some persons in
the café, and his clients were not
involved, he contended.
But after hearing the prosecution arguments, the court dismissed their bail plea.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

shortstories
40-YEAR-OLD MAN
BOOKED FOR
WIFE’S MURDER
ANANDPUR SAHIB : A 40-year-old
man allegedly murdered his wife
by throttling her at village Jhinjri
near Anandpur Sahib. Anandpur
Sahib SHO Rajiv Kumar said man
identified as Rakesh Kumar
throttled his wife Anita Rani, 34,
early on Wednesday and thereafter he tried to kill himself with a
sharp-edged weapon. He said
injured Rakesh Kumar was admitted in local civil hospital. A
case under Section 302 (murder)
HTC
was registered.

Four mobile phones
recovered from jail
RUPNAGAR : Four mobile phones
were recovered from a district jail
during a surprise checking on
Wednesday. Rupnagar senior SSP
Swapan Sharma said checking of
the jail was conducted in view of
the Lok Sabha elections. He said
police party led by DSP Varinderjit
Singh conducted the checking of
barracks of the jail and its adjoining areas. A case under was
registered under Section 52-A of
HTC
the Prison Act.

SBI launches
E-corner facility
RUPNAGAR : The State Bank of
India (SBI) started an E-corner
facility at Bela Chowk branch on
Wednesday. General manager
Surender Rana inaugurated the
facility and said that under the
facility, ATM, automated deposit
and withdrawal machine and
passbook printing machine have
HTC
been provided.

3 years on, no development
at effluent treatment plant
LACK OF FUNDS Firm members backed out, company facing financial problems
Hillary Victor
n

hillary.victor@htlive.com

DERA BASSI : The then Punjab Pol-

lution Control Board (PPCB)
chairman Manpreet Singh had
laid the foundation stone for
Common Effluent Treatment
Plant (CETP) at village Saidpura, Dera Bassi, in April 2016.
The idea to set up the plant was
to facilitate hazardous waste of
Dera Bassi focal point industries, but even after three years
the project has not seen the light
of the day.
Municipal Council, Dera
Bassi, had leased out four acre
land for the project, which right
now only has one office.
The project which is yet to
be executed by the Mohali
Green Environment Private
Limited was supposed to be
completed by 2018 at the cost of
₹80 crore.
Consultant of the Mohali
Green Environment Private
Limited Dr Ashwani Vig said
the plant could not completed
due to financial problem. “Most
members of our firm have
backed out as their units have
been shut down. Though we
have taken clearances from all
departments, we will be

n

Only an office has been built for the common effluent treatment plant,
to come up on 400 acres at Saidpura village in Dera Bassi. HT PHOTO

requesting state and centre government to fund the project.
Bank have also refused us loan
for the project,” he said.
Executive engineer of the
Punjab Pollution Control Board
Ashok Sharma said, “I have
recently joined and I am not
aware about the status of the
plant.”
57 UNITS SHUT LAST
YEAR
Resident of 12 villages including
Bhankerpur, Issapur, Pragpur,

I M M I G R AT I O N F R A U D

2 brothers from Ludhiana
duped of ₹40 lakh, 3 booked
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Dehlon police

have booked three persons for
immigration fraud after they
duped two Alamgir brothers of
over ₹40 lakh by promising them
work visa for Canada.
The accused have been identified as Tejinder Singh of Sudhar,
Gurpreet Singh of Raikot and
one Naresh Thapa. The case was
registered after a thorough
inquiry into the matter.
The complainants, Jaskaran
Singh and Gurjinder Singh, had
on September 21, 2018 accused
the trio of cheating them.
“They took money from us on
assurance that they would grant
us work visa for Canada, but
instead sent us to Malaysia by
fraudulent means. Now they are
refusing to return our money
and documents,” Jaskaran said.
He said he had met Tejinder

Four caught with
stolen bikes
LUDHIANA: Division Number 8
police on Wednesday claimed to
have busted a gang of vehiclelifters with the arrest of four of
its members and recovery of at
least eight stolen vehicles.
The accused were identified as
Sandeep Singh, alias Munny, of
Baranhara village; Satnam
Singh and Sandeep Singh, alias
Baaji, both from Talwara village,
and one Kuldeep Singh, alias
Keepa, of Phullanwal village.
ACP Mandeep Singh said a
team from Ghumar Mandi police
post had installed a checkpoint
and caught the accused, who
were passing through the area
on two stolen bikes.
An FIR was registered against
the accused under Sections 379
(theft), 411 (dishonestly receiving stolen property) and 34 (acts
done by several persons in furtherance of common intention)
of the Indian Penal Code. HTC

THE ACCUSED AGENT
HAD PROMISED THEM
WORK VISA OF CANADA,
BUT SENT THEM
TO MALAYSIA BY
FRAUDULENT MEANS
and his wife through the other
accused, Gurpreet, in October
2017. “Tejinder had then told me
that he used to work at a company based in Mumbai and was
an agent who helped people in
getting work visas. He
demanded ₹25 lakh per person to
get us work visas,” Jaskaran
added.
“We gave him the first instalment of ₹14 lakh along with our
passports and other documents.
On October 22, 2017, Tejinder
sent us photos of our application
files, which he had sent on our
behalf. Then on March 16, 2018,

Tejinder informed us that our
tickets were booked for a flight
on March 22 from Kolkata. And
as decided earlier, he demanded
₹30 lakh more,” the complainant
said.
This payment was made
through a cheque to the account
number sent by Tejinder, he
added. Jaskaran said when they
reached Kolkata, Tejinder and
Gurpreet informed them the
flight for Canada was from Singapore. “They gave us tickets and
visa for Malaysia. When we
raised objection, Tejinder said
his aide would assist us in Malaysia and take us to Singapore. But
we later got stuck over there and
till date, we have not received
our money as well as documents,” he added.
On the basis of the inquiry
report, Dehlon police have registered an FIR under IPC Sections
420 and 120B and 24 of the Immigration Act.

Professor booked for
raping student
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A professor has been
booked for allegedly raping and
forcing a nursing student to
marry him, police said on
Wednesday.
The professor has been identified as Rana Yadwinder Singh of
SBS Nagar, who has been
charged for rape and cheating a
woman by marrying her without
divorcing his first wife.
The 24-year-old victim was
studying at a nursing college
when the accused raped her and
forced her to marry him.
The victim had on March 20
written a complaint to the Punjab
commission of schedule castes
chairperson following which, the
FIR has now been registered at
the Sadar police station under

Sections 376 (rape), 417 (cheating), 494 (marrying again during
lifetime of husband or wife), 120B
(criminal conspiracy) and 511
(punishment for attempting to
commit offences punishable with
imprisonment for life or other
imprisonment) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and Section 3 of
the SC/ST Act.
In her complaint, the victim
had also accused Yadwinder’s
wife, alleging that she had served
her a drink laced with sedatives
and also recorded a video of the
act while the accused was raping
her. The victim stated that they
forced her to marry Yadwinder
and give birth to his child. She has
also accused the couple of passing
derogatory remarks on her community. ACP Jashandeep Singh
Gill said the FIR has been registered on the victim’s complaint.

Bakerpur, Ibrahampur, Dhanounani and Bhora had moved
Punjab and Haryana high court
alleging chemical waste polluting tube wells.
They are blaming the state
government for not taking
action against the industrial
units.
The petitioners had said that
discharge from factories was
flowing into nearby drains,
leading to pollution of groundwater.
One of the petitioner, Karnail

Two suicides
reported in
Ludhiana in
24 hours
n

HT Correspondent
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA: Two persons were killed

and three injured in two separate
road accidents in Ambala on late
Tuesday night.
In the first case, a 12-year-old
boy was killed and three others
were injured after a speeding car
hit the rickshaw they were on
near Shahzadpur, 38 kilometres
from here.
The deceased was identified as
Amit of Patrehri village of
Ambala, and the injured were
Gurpreet , 13, Harsh, 11, and the
rickshaw puller, Leela Ram, 40.
In his complaint to the police,
Amit’s uncle Sanjiv Kumar said
the victims were rushed to the
community health centre in
Shahzadpur, where doctors
declared Amit brought dead and
referred the injured to the
Government Medical College
and Hospital, Sector 32, Chandigarh.
Shahzadpur inspector Narender Singh said they had booked
the car driver, Kishori Lal, who
had fled the spot, under Sections
279 (rash driving), 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) and
304A (causing death by
negligence) of the Indian Penal

A 12-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS
KILLED AND THREE
OTHERS WERE INJURED
AFTER A SPEEDING CAR
HIT THE RICKSHAW THEY
WERE ON NEAR
SHAHZADPUR
Code (IPC).
In the second case, a 33-yearold man was killed after a speeding car had hit his motorcycle
near Sahpur village, 40 kilometres from here.
The deceased has been identified as Baljinder Singh of Sadipur village here.
In his complaint to the police,
Baljinder’s brother Samsher
Singh said they were returning
on separate motorcycles after
their duty from a private factory
in Kala Amb when the mishap
occurred.
Baljinder was rushed to a government hospital in Naraingarh
where doctors declared him
brought dead.
Naraingarh sub-inspector
Arvind Kumar said they had registered a case against the unidentified car driver Sections 279 and
304-A of the IPC, and launched a
manhunt for his arrest.

n
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PANCHKULA :Police have arrested

three men for allegedly thrashing an auto-rickshaw driver
when he objected to them sitting
in his vehicle without authorisation at Indira Colony in Sector 14
on Tuesday night.
The accused were identified as
Raju, Akshay, alias Modal, and
Viranjan. Their another aide is
at large.
The victim, Satish Kumar, 32,
of Indira Colony, complained to
the police that he went to his
auto-rickshow around 12am as
he had forgotten to lock it.
When he approached the auto,
he found four men sitting in it
without his permission. When he
asked them to vacate the auto,
they started thrashing him and
threatened him of dire consequences.
Investigating official Des Raj
said the accused fled the spot
after the victim fell unconscious.
“Satish was taken to civil hospital, Sector 6,” he added.
A case under Sections 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 34 (acts
done by several persons in furtherance of common intention)
and 506 (criminal intimidation)
of the Indian Penal Code has
been registered.

TAKE A RAIN CHECK

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

were reported in the city in the
past 24 hours, wherein two labourers ended their lives by hanging
themselves at their residences.
The deceased were identified
as Anil Kumar, 26, and Ram
Saroop, 40.
In the first case, Anil Kumar
committed suicide at his residence in Mundian Kalan. According to deceased’s brother Prem
Lal, Anil was reeling under
depression.
ASI Palwinder Singh, who is
investigating the case, Anil used
to work as a labourer in a local
factory along with his brother,
but their shifts were different.
“On retuning from his shift,
Prem found Anil hanging in his
room and informed us. As per
Prem, Anil for the past few days
was bit tensed over something
which he did not disclose,” the
ASI said.
Following Prem Lal’s statement, inquest proceedings under
Section 174 of the CrPC were initiated and the body was handed
over to the family after postmortem examination. The ASI said
that Anil belonged to Uttar Pradesh. “He was married and is survived by a two-year-old child. He
was living in the city with his
brother,” he added.
In a similar case, a 40-year-old
carpenter ended his life at his
labour quarter in Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar here on Wednesday. According to the police, medical condition of the carpenter
was not good for the past more
than one month.
Investigating officer Satish
Kumar said Ram Saroop also
belonged to Uttar Pradesh and
was residing in the city alone for
past seven years. “We are trying
to trace his family members.
Even the address on his Aadhaar
card mentions labour quarters.
The body has been kept in the
mortuary of the civil hospital,” he
added.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com
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3 HELD FOR
ASSAULTING
AUTO-RICKSHAW
DRIVER

LUDHIANA: Two cases of suicide

HT Correspondent
CHANDIGARH : A rath yatra was
taken out to mark the celebrations of Mahavir Jayanti from
Digambar Jain Mandir, Sector
27, Chandigarh, to Sector 28, on
Wednesday. The yatra concluded at the temple. The idol of
Mahaveer is carried out on a
chariot in a procession as part of
the celebrations.
Mahavir Janma Kalyanak is
one of the most important religious festivals for Jains.
General secretary of the temple Sant Kumar Jain, the celebrations coincide with the fifty
years of temple’s inception. He
said various programmes are
being conducted including a
special camp on free distribution of artificial limbs.
Retired Justice Sushil Kumar
Jain, Census director Dr
Abhishek Jain, joint commissioner income tax department
Ankur Jain, and Haryana
ADGP Sanjeev Jain was among
other dignitaries who attended
the celebrations.

Two killed, three
injured in two road
mishaps in Ambala
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HT Correspondent

Rath yatra marks Mahaveer Jayanti
n

Singh, said sad part is that state
government is silent on the
issue.
Advocate Karan Jund said,
“In the Punjab and Haryana
high court, we were assured
that the plant will start by
March 2018 but even after one
year, nothing has come up. We
will soon file a contempt of
court.”
The case was also taken to the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), which taking note of blatant violation of environmental
laws had ordered closure of 57
industrial units in Dera Bassi in
October last year.
“Immediate measures need to
be taken keeping in view the
severity of environment degradation, which must have taken
place in the area, and damage
caused to the human health,
flora and fauna and that too for
last so many years,” ruled the
principal bench of NGT, comprising justice Raguvendra S
Rathore and expert member
Satyawan Singh Garbyal.
The tribunal had directed the
Punjab Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) chairman to ensure
compliance and file a report by
November 13, 2018, advocate
Karan Jund Mullanpur said.

tricity & beyond

Devotees during a rath yatra being taken out on the occasion of Mahavir Jayanti from Digambar Jain
KARUN SHARMA/HT
Mandir in Sector 27 to Sector 28 in Chandigarh on Wednesday.
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An overcast sky in
Mohali before light
shower in the
afternoon on
Wednesday.
(Left) A man cycling
in the rain following a
thunderstorm
in Chandigarh.
As per meteorological
department, the
disturbance
originated in the
north-west and
collected moisture
from the Arabian Sea,
leading to rain in this
part of India, including
Chandigarh.
PHOTOS:RAVI KUMAR/KARUN
SHARMA/HT

Farmers fearing
huge losses due
to intermittent
showers

Husband, in-laws booked for
murder of 20-yr-old woman

PATIALA: Even at the fag end of the

PATIALA: A 20-year-old woman
was murdered allegedly by
her in-laws and her body
was cremated in haste at Ghadapur village in Ghanaur subdivision of Patiala on Tuesday
night.
The deceased has been
identified as Nancy, who was
married to accused Lakhvir
Singh, 22.
Shambhu station house officer (SHO) Vijay Kumar said
that the matter came to light
after the victim’s father Rajesh
Kumar approached police to
complain against his daughter’s
in-laws and husband.
“The complainant told police
that his daughter was married
to accused Lakhvir seven
months back against the parents’ will,” Kumar said.
“Following the marriage, the
complainant was not in touch

rabi season, unfavourable
weather conditions continue to
be a cause of worry for farmers in
the region.
The intermittent rain on
Wednesday not only stalled the
procurement process and lifting
of wheat crop at grain markets
across district, but also left farmers and agricultural officials
hassled. Field staff of the agriculture department remained on
their toes, carrying out surveys
in different parts of the district to
evaluate the damage inflicted by
inclement weather.
Till the filing of this report, the
district
had
recorded
10mm rainfall on Wednesday.
To add to farmers’ worries,
the metrological department has
predicted heavy rainfall and
strong gusts of wind in the next
three days.
HTC

HT Correspondent
n
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›

The victim’s family
called up her in-laws
to enquire about her
well- being, but they did
not respond positively. The
family then approached us
VIJAY KUMAR , Shambhu SHO

with his daughter and her
in-laws,” the SHO said.
Police added that other family members of the deceased
used to talk to her.
On Tuesday, when they tried
to reach her, she did not pick the
call, despite multiple attempts,
the SHO said.
“The victim’s family called
up her in-laws to enquire about
her well being, but they did not
respond positively. Following
this, the family approached
police,” he added.

‘CREMATED BODY
IN HASTE’
He added that in preliminary
investigation, it came to
the fore that the accused
have allegedly killed the
woman and cremated the body
in haste, without informing her
family.
“We have taken her remains
into possession for chemical
analysis so as to find the exact
cause of death,” the station
house officer said.
Police have registered a case
against the deceased’s husband
Lakhvir, his father Baljeet
Singh, mother Jawinder
Kaur and his sister under
Sections 302 (punishment for
murder), 201 (destruction of evidences) and 34 (acts done by several persons of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).
Meanwhile, police said that
no arrest has been made in the
case so far.
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Country’s top archers make it to quarters
NATIONAL RANKING TOURNAMENT Three-time Olympian L Bombayla Devi representing Indian Railways along with
seven others enter into the top eight stage of women’s recurve event on Day 1; the event carries total prize money of ~12lakh
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Olympian archers

Mangal Singh Champia (Railways), Tarundeep Rai (Services)
and Atanu Das (Petrolium
Sports), along with Jagdish
Choudhary (Services), Pravin
Jadhav (Services), Atul Verma
(Services), Chaman Singh (All
India Police) and Vakil Raj Dindor (Services) have made it to the
top-eight stage of the men’s
recurve event of the two-day
NTPC National Ranking Archery Tournament held at Sector
17 Circus Ground on Wednesday.
In the women’s section, three
time Olympian L Bombayla Devi
representing Indian Railways,
Sangeeta (Haryana), Komalika
Bari (Jharkhand), Rimil Biruly
(Railways), Madhu Vedwan
(UP), Ankita Bhakat (Jharkhand), Sumandeep Kaur (All
India Police) and Preeti (Indian
Railways) have made it to the
quarterfinal stage. Seasoned
archer Deepika Kumari, who finished third in Group A, missed
the cut.The top-eight archers, in
both men and women categories,
in recurve and compound events
will compete for total prize
money of ₹12 lakh.

shortstories
JUNIOR GOLF MEET
ON APRIL 23
PANCHKULA : The first Panchkula
Golf Club junior series golf
tournament will be conducted on
April 23. The tournament will see
around 100 participants vying for
top honours. As many as 72
players will be in Category A
(under-18), Category B (under-15),
Category C (under-13), and
Category D (under 11). The balance
28 entries will be from Category E
and Category F for which a
putting competition will be
conducted. There will be prizes
for boys and girls in each of the
six categories. Children from all
over the tricity and Punjab can
enroll in this tournament which
will start at 7am and prize
distribution ceremony to be
conducted at 12:30pm. Those who
wish to participate can give their
names at Panchkula Golf Club
(8360013351).

YPS, Patiala, enter final
PATIALA : Yadavindra Public
School (YPS), Patiala and MNSS,
Rai, booked berths in the final on
the second day of All India IPSC
Six-A-Side Cricket for under-17
boys in Patiala on Wednesday. In
the semifinal, host YPS, Patiala,
defeated YPS, Mohali by 4 runs.
Patiala boys made 65 runs in five
overs for the loss of five wickets.
Chasing Mohali boys could only
manage 61 for the loss of two
wickets. Gurtej of YPS, Patiala,
scored maximum 37 runs.In the
second semifinal, MNSS, Rai
defeated Modern School, New
Delhi, by 10 wickets.

Dikshant secure easy win
CHANDIGARH : Fine batting
performances by Ujjwal (50) and
Shauryawardhan (50) helped
Dikshant Global Cricket Academy
(DGCA), Zirakpur, beat Zirakpur
Club by 77 runs in Hot Weather
Cricket Tournament for under-16
boys’ being conducted by
Narinder Walia cricket Academy
on Wednesday. Batting first,
DGCA scored 195 for the loss of
seven wickets in 25 overs. Apart
from Ujjwal and Shauryawardhan,
Chetan made 27, while Jahaan
contributed 18. Raghav (3 for 40)
and Adit (2 for 25) were the main
wicket-takers for Zirakpur Club.
Chasing, Zirakpur Club could only
manage 118 for the loss of nine
wickets in 25 overs. Adit made 26,
while Krishnam scored 15.

Aadil placed tied-5th
CHANDIGARH : City golfer Aadil
Bedi was placed tied-5th at the
end of round 2 of the PGTI’s
Delhi-NCR Open at the Noida Golf
Course (NGC) on Wednesday.
Shamim Khan and C Muniyappa
grabbed the joint lead at
nine-under-135. Rain and
lightning in the second half of
the day led to a 25-minute
stoppage in play. Another
city golfer Akshay Sharma (67-75)
was placed tied 14th and Karandeep Kochhar (67-77) was
placed tied 28th. Angad Cheema
(67-73) was placed tied 8th.

n

Archers in action on the first day of the NTPC National Ranking Archery Tournament held at Sector 17 Circus Ground on Wednesday.

PHOTOS: KARUN SHARMA/HT

Ashwin’s all-round skills have
been a huge asset, says Miller

SANTOSH TROPHY

HTC/Agencies
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Punjab defeat Karnataka,
book berth in semi-finals
n

Ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:Kings XI Punjab batsman

LUDHIANA : Punjab defeated Kar-

David Miller has heaped praise
on captain Ravichandran Ashwin for his all-round skills, saying the wily operator has been a
huge asset for the team.
Ashwin and opener KL Rahul
played pivotal roles as Kings XI
produced a superb all-round performance to script a comfortable
12-run win over Rajasthan Royals in a second leg IPL clash to
bring their campaign back on
track on Tuesday.
Rahul hit a 47-ball 52, while
Ashwin (2/24) smashed 17 off four
balls in the last over and then took
two crucial wickets as KXIP
bounced back after successive
losses in the last two
matches to record
their fifth win this
IPL.
“(Skipper) Ashwin has contributed
extremely well with
bat and bowl,” Miller
said. The South African said that
it is not just with his bowling, but
Ashwin has also chipped in with
useful contributions with the bat
putting the team in good positions. “His bowling has been
extremely good. His economy
rate has been really low and he’s
got wickets as well”.
“He has been a huge asset in
our bowling department and
again tonight he bowled really
well and it was great performance
leading from the front.” The other
spinner Murugan Ashwin also
bowled well, earning a scalp
besides giving away 24 runs from
his four overs. “We tried to use big
side of the boundary to advantage. Both Ashwins bowled
extremely well, they kept us in
the game in that middle period...
Rajasthan needed 50 odd in the
last three overs, but our bowlers
did their job and we are happy
with that,” said Miller.
He said that it was an overall
good team performance with contributions in all the three departments of the game.
Kings XI Punjab players
Moises Henriques and Mujeeb Ur
Rahman picked up injuries, giving their team a minor scare in
the second half of the IPL. Asked
when you see a player getting
injured just before the World
Cup, does it affect a player mentally, Miller replied, “I think it’s
always going to be there. Nowadays, there is so much cricket
throughout the year, so you have
to put that aside, that’s how we
train, stay nice and fit and make
sure that you are in a good physical condition, it is what it is.

nataka 4-3 to book a place in the
semifinals of the Santosh Trophy
tournament at Guru Nanak Stadium on Wednesday.
The opening goal of the match
was scored by Magesh Selva in
the 13th minute of play, giving
Karnataka an early lead. However, Punjab forward Sukhpreet
Singh levelled the score in the
16th minute.
Punjab forward Vikrant Singh
then scored a brace in the 31st
minute and 43rd minute of the
play, while John Peter scored the
second goal for Karnataka in the
33rd minute to reduce the margin.
In the second half, M Nikhil
Raj levelled the score for Karnataka in the 60th minute. However,
Amandeep Singh in the 73rd minute scored the final and the winning goal for Punjab giving hosts
a 4-3 win. Despite the loss, Karnataka also managed to qualify for
the semifinals.
In the first match of the day,
Maharashtra decimated Sikkim
5-0. The opening goal for Maharashtra came in the 15th minute
when Aman Gaikwad found the
back of the net. Vinod Kumar
doubled the lead by scoring in the
26th minute of the game.

n

A match of Santosh Trophy between Punjab (yellow) and
Karnataka in progress at Guru Nanak Stadium on Wednesday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

Leander Dharmai scored third
goal of the match in the 45th minute giving Maharashtra a comfortable lead at the end of the first
half.
In the second half, Maharashtra continued their dominance as
Arif Shaikh scored a brace in the
52nd and 54th minute of the game,

AFC CUP

Minerva play draw
with Abahani Dhaka
Agencies
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DHAKA:Former I-League champin

KXIP skipper R Ashwin led from the front as his side defeated Rajasthan Royals by 12 runs in an IPL
match at PCA Stadium in Mohali on Tuesday.
RAVI KUMAR//HT

›

(Skipper) Ashwin has
contributed extremely
well with bat and bowl. His
economy rate has been
really low and he’s got
wickets as well
DAVID MILLER, KXIP batsman

“Unfortunately, it is part of the
game if you are going to get
injured, you don’t want to see
someone get injured. I don’t know
how Moises is at the moment. We
will have to wait and see and hope
he recovers quickly,”Miller
added.

INJURY SCARE FOR KXIP’S
HENRIQUES, MUJEEB
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Kings XI Punjab
players Moises Henriques
and Mujeeb Ur Rahman
picked up injuries in before
and during their IPL match
against Rajasthan Royals on
Tuesday.
Henriques, who was set to
make his KXIP debut,
injured himself during
warm-up before the game,

Afghanistan mystery spinner Mujeeb hurt his shoulder in the match.
“Moises went on to take a
catch during warm ups and
injured his ankle while
Mujeeb picked up a shoulder injury during the match.
Both are awaiting further
results,” said KXIP in a
statement. KXIP won the
game by 12 runs and now
have 10 points from nine
games.

ons Minerva Punjab FC were
held to a 2-2 draw by Abahani
Dhaka of Bangladesh in their
AFC Cup match here on Wednesday. Mahmoud Al Amnah (16th)
and Sreyas Gopalan (42nd) scored
for Minerva while Nabib Newas
Jibon (20th) and Sunday Chizoba
(48th) were on target for the home
side in the Group E match at
Bangabandhu National Stadium.
Minerva Punjab made two
changes to the playing eleven
which played out a goal-less stalemate against Chennaiyin FC in
their opening match with goalkeeper Bhaskar Roy and midfielder Harminder Singh being
handed the starts.
Sunday Chizoba showed the
home side’s intent when he fired
a shot just wide in the first minute
itself but Minerva responded

immediately with a powerful
strike from Mahmoud Al Amnah
which Abahani goalkeeper Shahidul Alam did well to tip it over.
A touch of quality almost put
Minerva in front when Al
Amnah’s deep cross from the
right was brilliantly controlled
by Samuel Lalmuanpuia before
he curled just wide of the topright corner. Minerva took the
lead when a low cross from
Makan Chote was turned in by Al
Amnah in the 16th minute. Abahani equalised four minutes later
when Sohel Rana’s cross was fire
in by Nabib Jibon. Minerva
regained the lead after a dreadful
defensive error in the 42nd minute with substitute Sreyas Gopalan smashing the ball into the corner. Abahani found the equaliser
when Waly Faisal’s free-kick
came back off the bar and
rebounded off a defender before
Chizoba shot the ball home from
a yard out.

sealing a formidable victory over
the latter.The semifinals are
scheduled to take place on April
19. Punjab will lock horns with
Goa in the first semifinal, while
Services will take on Karnataka
in the second semifinals. The
final of the tournament will be
held on April 21.

CFA play out draws
with AIFF U-16 side
CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Football Academy (CFA) boys’
played out two draws against the
India U-16 probables in the two
practice matches held in Goa. In
the first match played on April
15, CFA was leading 1-0 till the
80th minute before the Indian
U-16 team drew level. The second
match also ended in a 1-1 draw. “I
am very satisfied with the performance of my team,” said CFA
coach Harjinder Singh.
HTC
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SECURITY
TIGHTENED
AT RAILWAY
STATION >>p3

BJP GIVES 5-DAY ULTIMATUM TO STATE GOVT TO
START SHIVAJI NAGAR NULLAH PROJECT

>>ludhiana p3

shortstories
ANOTHER JOLT TO
AAP AS TALWANDI
QUITS PARTY
LUDHIANA: The Aam Aadmi Party
in the district faced another jolt
on Wednesday as the state
vice-president of transport wing,
Jaspal Talwandi, resigned from
the primary membership of the
party. Earlier, senior leaders of
AAP including district president
(urban) Daljit Grewal, district
youth wing president (urban)
Amrinder Jassowal and state
spokesperson Darshan Singh
Shankar had also resigned from
the party and have now joined
››P3
the Congress.

Govt schools come up with
ideas to increase enrolment
LUDHIANA: A number of government primary schools in Ludhiana
have come up with innovative
ways to convince parents to
admit their wards to their schools.
By holding awareness rallies on
tractor trolleys and conducting
door to door visits, the school
authorities are putting their best
foot forward in spreading awareness on facilities given by govern››P2
ment primary schools.

debate of
the week
LS ELECTIONS

HOW CAN
VOTERS’
TURNOUT BE
IMPROVED?
Ludhiana registered 70.4%
turnout in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, which is not an impressive number. Though the
Ludhiana administration has
been organising voter
awareness programs frequently, what should be done
to ensure that more citizens
come out to vote in these
elections? Through what
measures can the polling
above 95% be achieved? Send
your views to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 21.

BAG TOP POSITIONS IN MERIT LIST IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXAM >>p2
I M M I G R AT I O N F R A U D

Showersbringmercury Two brothers
Alamgir
down,butfarmersworried from
duped of ₹40 lakh
SHARP DIP From 37°C, the temperature has dipped to 22.2°C in two days;
waterlogging witnessed in New Model Town, Model Town extension, Mall Road
HT Correspondent
n

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: SeeingLokInsaafParty
(LIP)chiefandAtamNagarMLA
Simarjeet Singh Bains as his
maincontender in the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections, sitting
memberofparliament(MP)Ravneet Singh Bittu is continuously
trying to breach into Bains’ bastionandturninghisformeraides
against him during the electioneering.
Bittu on Wednesday also
brought former councillor and
SAD leader Ranjit Singh Ubhi
and LIP leader Sarabjeet Singh
Baba into the party-fold. Ubhi
had won the 2012 municipalelections moving alongside Bains,
butlefthimaheadof2017municipal elections to join the SAD.
Former district president of
AAP, Daljit Grewal, who once
was considered a close aide of

mustread
POWER CUTS:
INDUSTRIALISTS
FACE THE HEAT

HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA: The temperature
dipped to 22.2 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday after the city witnessed 11mm rainfall accompanied with cool breeze.
In the last two days, owing to
a western disturbance, the temperature has decreased by
about 15 degrees, bringing a respite from the scorching heat.
According to the School of
Climate Change and Agricultural Meteorology, the temperature on Monday was recorded at
37 degrees Celsius, which further decreased to 30 degrees Celsius on Tuesday. The maximum
temperature recorded till
2.30pm was 22.2 degrees Celsius.
Though the residents of Ludhiana have got a relief from the
sweltering heat, the incessant
rainfall since Wednesday morning made it difficult for residents to commute in the city.
Meanwhile, the experts have
now predicted that the weather
is likely to get cleared on Thursday.

FARMERS NOT PLEASED
On one hand where city residents welcomed the drop in
mercury, the weather conditions, on the other hand, proved
costlier for farmers, whose
wheat crop, which is in the harvesting stage, got flattened in
many areas of the district due to
rainfall and strong winds.
Farmers expressed their
anguish and said due to lodging
(bending over of the stems near
ground level), the wheat yield is
likely to be affected by 10-15%.
The flattened wheat crop was
found in the areas of Khanna,

n

Commuters were worst-affected after rain in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

GURPREET SINGH/HT

residentsspeak

›

With the onset of summer season,
the MC needs to be on toes to avoid
mosquito breeding. But the civic body has
even failed to clean the blocked sewer
lines, which resulted in waterlogging,
giving us a tough time.
NIKHIL, a Haibowal area resident

Mullanpur and villages such as
Isru, Gill, Khera and Ghungrana.
Narinderjit Singh from Bharat Kisan Union (Rajewal) said
due to presence of moisture,
there were chances that the crop

›

Just few hours of rain left the city
roads soaked in water, thus raising
questions over the working of Ludhiana
MC. The civic body has failed to get rid of
blockages that led to waterlogging today.
They should plug the gaps and act swiftly.
AMANJOT SINGH , a Dugri resident

would lose the colour, but lodging of wheat crop will definitely
affect the yield adversely.
District agriculture officer
Baldev Singh, however, claimed
that the wheat crop was not
affected adversely in Ludhiana.

HT Correspondent
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GHG COLLEGE STUDENTS SHINE AT PU

He said in some areas, the
crop was flattened, but no major
loss reported has been as of now.
He said the weather will get
clear by Thursday and the farmers will be able to start harvesting after the crop dries.

To breach Bains’ bastion, 2 suicides reported
Bittu banks on his ex-aides in city in 24 hours
election

Sunset on Thursday
Sunrise on Friday

BITTU HAS ALSO
BROUGHT SAD LEADER
RANJIT SINGH UBHI AND
LIP LEADER SARABJEET
SINGH BABA INTO
THE PARTY FOLD
Bains, also joined the Congress
recently,besidesformercouncillor Gurpreet Khurana, who left
the LIP.
Once known as the right hand
ofBains,KamaljeetSinghKarwal
hadjoinedtheCongressaheadof
the Vidhan Sabha elections held
in 2017, and is now rigorously
campaigning against Bains.
Former councillor and his
another close aide, Parminder
Singh Soma also parted ways
with Bains before the last year’s
municipalpolls. AsperBittu,the
leaders who are joining, or have
joined, the Congress by leaving
Bains want to serve the public.
“TheBainsbrothersfailedtotake
up any development work in the
past.Theleaders,includingDaljit
Grewal, Parminder Soma and

Ranjit Ubhi, were irked of the
Bains’ dictatorship,” he added.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Two cases of suicide

‘BITTU CAN’T BRING MY
POPULARITY DOWN’
Bains,meanwhile,saidBittuhad
a misconception that he could
bring his (Bains) popularity
downbymakinghisformeraides
stand against him in the elections.
“People do not vote for the
name Bains, but the work which
the LIP has done for the betterment of the people. Bittu will not
beabletoevenmaintainthenumberofvoteshehadreceivedinthe
last elections,” Bains claimed.
With Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) nominating former cabinetministerMaheshInderSingh
Grewal and AAP nominating
ProfTejpalGill,anot-so-popular
face in the city, Ludhiana is
expected to witness a close competitionbetweenBittuandBains.
Bains had lost to Bittu in the
last parliamentary elections.
Bittu had won the elections with
three lakh votes, while Bains
remained at the fourth spot with
2.1 lakh votes.

were reported in the city in the
past24hours,whereintwolabourersendedtheirlivesbyhanging
themselves at their residences.
The deceased were identified
as Anil Kumar, 26, and Ram
Saroop, 40.
In the first case, Anil Kumar
committed suicide at his residenceinMundianKalan.According to deceased’s brother Prem
Lal, Anil was reeling under
depression.
ASI Palwinder Singh, who is
investigating the case, Anil used
to work as a labourer in a local
factory along with his brother,
but their shifts were different.
“On retuning from his shift,
Prem found Anil hanging in his
room and informed us. As per
Prem, Anil for the past few days
was bit tensed over something
which he did not disclose,” the
ASI said.
Following Prem Lal’s statement,inquestproceedingsunder
Section174oftheCrPCwereinitiated and the body was handed

TWO NATIVES OF
UTTAR PRADESH
ENDED LIVES BY
HANGING THEMSELVES
over to the family after postmortem examination. The ASI said
that Anil belonged to Uttar Pradesh.“Hewasmarriedandissurvived by a two-year-old child. He
was living in the city with his
brother,” he added.
In a similar case, a 40-year-old
carpenter ended his life at his
labour quarter in Shaheed BhagatSinghNagarhereonWednesday.Accordingtothepolice,medical condition of the carpenter
was not good for the past more
than one month.
Investigating officer Satish
Kumar said Ram Saroop also
belonged to Uttar Pradesh and
was residing in the city alone for
past seven years. “We are trying
to trace his family members.
EventheaddressonhisAadhaar
card mentions labour quarters.
The body has been kept in the
mortuaryofthecivilhospital,”he
added.

THE ACCUSED AGENT
HAD PROMISED THEM
WORK VISA OF CANADA,
BUT SENT THEM
TO MALAYSIA BY
FRAUDULENT MEANS

n

LUDHIANA:With the onset of
summer, industrialists have
started facing the heat due to
unscheduled power cuts and
infrastructural breakdown by
PSPCL, causing hindrance in
››P3
production cycle.

n

The accused and the recovered vehicles in the police custody in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
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LUDHIANA: Division Number 8
police on Wednesday claimed to
have busted a gang of vehiclelifters with the arrest of four of
its members and recovery of at
least eight stolen vehicles.
The accusedwereidentifiedas
Sandeep Singh, alias Munny, of
Baranhara village; Satnam
Singh and Sandeep Singh, alias
Baaji, both from Talwara village,
and one Kuldeep Singh, alias
Keepa, of Phullanwal village.
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP) Mandeep Singh
said on the basis of a tip-off, a
team from Ghumar Mandi police
post had installed a checkpoint
and caught the accused, who
were passing through the area
on two stolen bikes. “The
accused were stopped at the
checkpoint and were busted
when they failedto produce valid

LUDHIANA: A professor has been
booked for allegedly raping and
forcing a nursing student to
marry him, police said on
Wednesday.
Theprofessor hasbeenidentified as Rana Yadwinder Singh of
SBS Nagar, who has been
charged for rape and cheating a
womanbymarryingherwithout
divorcing his first wife.
The 24-year-old victim was
studying at a nursing college
when the accused raped her and
forced her to marry him.
The victim had on March 20
writtenacomplainttothePunjab
commission of schedule castes
chairpersonfollowingwhich,the
FIR has now been registered at
the Sadar police station under
Sections 376 (rape), 417 (cheating), 494 (marrying again during
lifetimeofhusbandorwife),120B
(criminal conspiracy) and 511
(punishment for attempting to
commitoffencespunishablewith
imprisonment for life or other
imprisonment) of the Indian
PenalCode (IPC)andSection3 of
the SC/ST Act.
In her complaint, the victim
had also accused Yadwinder’s
wife,allegingthatshehadserved
her a drink laced with sedatives
and also recorded a video of the
actwhile theaccused wasraping
her. The victim stated that they
forced her to marry Yadwinder
andgivebirthtohischild.Shehas
alsoaccusedthecoupleofpassing
derogatory remarks on hercommunity.
ACP Jashandeep Singh Gill
said the FIR has been registered
on the victim’s complaint. HTC

LUDHIANA: The Dehlon police
have booked three persons for
immigration fraud after they
duped two Alamgir brothers of
over ₹40 lakh by promising them
work visa for Canada.
The accused have been identified as Tejinder Singh of Sudhar,
Gurpreet Singh of Raikot and
one Naresh Thapa. The case was
registered after a thorough
inquiry into the matter.
The complainants, Jaskaran
Singh and Gurjinder Singh, had
on September 21, 2018 accused
the trio of cheating them.
“They took money from us on
assurance that they would grant
us work visa for Canada, but
instead sent us to Malaysia by
fraudulent means. Now they are
refusing to return our money
and documents,” Jaskaran said.
He said he had met Tejinder
and his wife through the other
accused, Gurpreet, in October
2017. “Tejinder had then told me
that he used to work at a company based in Mumbai and was
an agent who helped people in
gettingworkvisas.Hedemanded
₹25 lakh per person to get us
work visas,” Jaskaran added.
“We gave him the first instalment of ₹14 lakh along with our
passports and other documents.
On October 22, 2017, Tejinder

sent us photos of our application
files, which he had sent on our
behalf. Then on March 16, 2018,
Tejinder informed us that our
tickets were booked for a flight
on March 22 from Kolkata. And
as decided earlier, he demanded
₹30 lakh more,” the complainant
said.
This payment was made
through a cheque to the account
number sent by Tejinder, he
added. Jaskaran said when they
reached Kolkata, Tejinder and
Gurpreet informed them the
flight for Canada was from Singapore. “They gave us tickets and
visa for Malaysia. When we
raised objection, Tejinder said
his aide would assist us in Malaysia and take us to Singapore. But
we later got stuck over there and
till date, we have not received
our money as well as documents,” he added.
On the basis of the inquiry
report, Dehlon police have registered an FIR under IPC Sections
420 and 120B and 24 of the Immigration Act.

Juvenile among
2 arrested for
kidnapping
24-year-old

Husband, in-laws
booked for murder
of 20-yr-old woman

CHANDIGARH: Twopersons,including a juvenile, were arrested and
threeothersbookedforallegedly
kidnapping and threatening a
24-year-old man with arms.
AccusedPiyushSharma,aresident of Sector- 41/A, was
arrested, and a 17-year-old boy
was sent to juvenile home.
Cops said victim Harsh Goyal
alleged that Piyush Sharma,
HarpreetSinghaliasLaddi,Yogi,
Chetan and a juvenile attacked
him and detained him in their
vehicle from a Verka booth in
Sector 34. As per the complaint,
all the accused attacked him in
the car and abandoned him at
Sector-45 light point. They also
threatened him with a pistol,
police said.
Investigating officials of Sector-34policestationhaveclaimed
that victim was attacked due to
their past dispute over a female
friend.
A case has been registered
against accused under Section
147 (rioting), 148 (rioting armed
with deadly weapon), 149 (every
member for unlawful assembly
guilty of offence), 323 (punishment for voluntarily causing
hurt), 365 (punishment for kidnapping)and506(punishmentfor
criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code and the Arms
Act.
The attempts are being made
to nab the absconding accused.

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A 20-year-old woman
was murdered allegedly by her
in-laws and her body was cremated in haste at Ghadapur village in Ghanaur subdivision of
Patiala on Tuesday night.
The deceased has been identified as Nancy, who was married
to accused Lakhvir Singh, 22.
Shambhu station house officer (SHO) Vijay Kumar said
that the matter came to light
after the victim’s father Rajesh
Kumar approached police to
complain against his daughter’s
in-laws and husband.
“The complainant told police
that his daughter was married
to accused Lakhvir seven
months back against the parents’ will,” Kumar said.
“Following the marriage, the
complainant was not in touch
with his daughter and her
in-laws,” the SHO said.
Police added that other family members of the deceased
used to talk to her.
On Tuesday, when they tried
to reach her, she did not pick the
call, despite multiple attempts,
the SHO said.
“The victim’s family called
up her in-laws to enquire about
her well being, but they did not
respond positively. Following
this, the family approached

Vehicle-lifters’ gang busted, 4 caught with stolen bikes
HT Correspondent

PROFESSOR
BOOKED FOR
RAPING STUDENT

THE ACCUSED ALREADY
HAVE SIMILAR CASES
REGISTERED AGAINST
THEM AT DIFFERENT
POLICE STATIONS,
SAY COPS
documents of the vehicles,” he
added.
“Later,six more vehicles were
recovered with the help of information given by them. Three
motorcycles were recovered
from the possession of Sandeep,
one from Satnam Singh, one
scooter from Sandeep Singh and
one bike from Kuldeep Singh,”
the ACP said.
He added that a first information report (FIR) was registered
against the accused under Sections 379 (theft), 411 (dishonestly
receiving stolen property) and 34
(acts done by several persons in

furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) at the Division Number 8
police station.
The ACP said there already
were several cases registered
against the accused at different
police stations. “They are in
habit of committing crimes like
thefts. They will now be interrogated and there are chances of
getting more information from
them,” he added.
Meanwhile, another thief was
arrested on Wednesday. He has
been identified as Himmat
Verma of Haibowal Kalan.
The police have recovered a
stolen motorcycle and five
mobile phones from his possession. The accused has been
booked under Sections 379 and
411 of the IPC.
Police said the accused used to
steal two-wheelers and later use
them in executing snatchings in
the city.

›

The victim’s family
called up her in-laws
to enquire about her wellbeing, but they did not
respond positively. The
family then approached us
VIJAY KUMAR , Shambhu SHO

police,” he added.
‘CREMATED BODY
IN HASTE’
He added that in preliminary
investigation, it came to the fore
that the accused have allegedly
killed the woman and cremated
the body in haste, without
informing her family.
“We have taken her remains
into possession for chemical
analysis so as to find the exact
cause of death,” the station
house officer said.
Police have registered a case
against the deceased’s husband
Lakhvir, his father Baljeet
Singh, mother Jawinder Kaur
and his sister under Sections 302
(punishment for murder), 201
(destruction of evidences) and
34 (acts done by several persons
of common intention) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Meanwhile, police said that
no arrest has been made in the
case so far.

BJP worker’s
house attacked
LUDHIANA: A mob allegedly
attackedaBJPworker’shousein
NewPuneetNagarofTibbaarea,
police said on Wednesday.
As per complainant Prakash
Pandit, who is the brother of
Deepak Jha, president, BJP’s
TibbaRoadYuvaMorcha,overa
dozen men carrying wooden
sticks, rods and sharp-edged
weaponstriedtobreakintoJha’s
house. “The miscreants belongingtoTibbaRoadandMadhopuri
areas attacked our house and
vandalised the vehicles,” he
added. “They also threatened to
kill us,” Pandit said.
He alleged that there was an
oldrivalryoversomesocialservicesthatwerecarriedoutbythem.
Tibba SHO Paramjit Singh
saidaninquiryhasbeenmarked.
“An FIR has been registered and
CCTV footages are being scrutinised,” he added.
HTC
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HERO SANTOSH TROPHY

Govt primary schools come up with
Punjab defeat Karnataka,
innovative ways to increase enrolment book berth in semi-finals
OUT OF THE BOX Teachers and students of government schools apprise parents of the facilities,
including free education, free textbooks, mid-day meals and smart classrooms their school provide

HT Correspondent

Deepa Sharma Sood

LUDHIANA : Punjab defeated Kar-

deepa.sharma@htlive.com

nataka with a scoreline of 4-3 on
Wednesday to book a place in the
semi-finals of the Santosh Trophy tournament being played at
Guru Nanak Stadium.
The opening goal of the match
was scored by Magesh Selva in
the 13th minute of play, giving
Karnataka an early lead over
hosts. However, Punjab forward
Sukhpreet Singh levelled the
score in the 16th minute with an
impressive goal.
Another Punjab forward
Vikrant Singh scored a brace in
the 31st minute and 43rd minute
of the play, while John Peter
scored the second goal for Kar-

n

n

LUDHIANA: A number of govern-

ment primary schools in Ludhiana have come up with innovative ways to convince parents to
admit their wards to their
schools. By holding awareness
rallies on tractor trolleys and
conducting door to door visits,
the school authorities are putting their best foot forward in
spreading awareness about the
facilities offered by government
primary schools.
The school authorities prepared banners and placards
inscribed with messages asking
parents to enrol their children in
government schools. The
schools apprised parents of the
facilities, including free education, free textbooks, mid-day
meals and smart classrooms
offered by the government
schools.
School authorities of government primary school, Giaspura,
held a rally to motivate parents
to admit their children in government schools and enhance
the enrolment ratio. The rally
was conducted in a unique way.
The teachers along with their
students sat on a tractor trolley
holding placards and banners
educating people of nearby areas
regarding facilities available in
government schools.
Presently, the school has a
strength of 1,850 students who
had been accommodated in 30
classrooms. Around 700 new students got enrolled in Classes 1 to
5 for the new academic session
which began on April 1. School
head Nisha Rani said, “We have
guided the parents regarding the

n

Students accompanying their teachers on a truck trolley during an awareness rally at Giaspura in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

SCHOOL AUTHORITIES
OF GOVERNMENT
PRIMARY SCHOOL,
GIASPURA, HELD A RALLY
TO MOTIVATE PARENTS
TO ADMIT THEIR
CHILDREN IN
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
facilities available in our school.
We have proper infrastructure,
including smart classrooms,
benches and qualified teachers
to conduct the classes.”

“Out of 700 new enrolled students, 300 students have come
from private schools. We are
planning to provide transport
facility to students because
many of them walk 3 to 4 km to
reach the school”, she added.
“We have written to the
higher authorities to provide us
with 12 more classrooms and
benches to accommodate new
students,” she stated.
Another primary school in
Jawaddi sent their teachers from
door to door to educate people to
enrol their children in government schools. Around 359 girl
students have been enrolled in

GHG Khalsa College MPEd
students shine in PU exams

Classes 1 to 5 for the new academic session.
School morning shift head
Parminder Kaur said, “We have
received an overwhelming
response from parents. Fifty six
new students got admitted in the
Pre-primary section.”
We have sufficient number of
teachers to conduct the classes
and proper infrastructure to
accommodate the students,” she
said.
The school has been running
in double shift for the past several years.
School afternoon shift head
Harpreet Kaur said, “Around 55

Ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

nataka in the 33rd minute.
By the end of first half, the
crowd was on its feet with the
impressive display of football. In
the second half of the game, M
Nikhil Raj levelled the score for
Karnataka in the 60th minute.
However, Amandeep Singh, in
the 73rd minute scored the final
goal for Punjab giving hosts a 4-3
win over Karnataka. Despite the
loss, Karnataka managed to
qualify for the semis.
In the first match of the day,
Maharashtra decimated Sikkim
with a 5-0 scoreline. The opening
goal for Maharashtra came in
the 15th minute when Aman
Gaikwad netted the ball into
opposition defence and gave an
early lead to Maharashtra.
Vinod Kumar Chandra Kishor
doubled the lead by scoring in

HT PHOTO

boys have been enrolled in the
afternoon shift. We have been
educating the parents to admit
their children in our school
which provides free education,
textbooks, uniform and mid-day
meal.”
At Government Primary
School in Gobind Nagar, around
60 students got themselves
enrolled.
The school authorities held
rallies and prepared special banners to educate the parents. The
school also has smart classrooms, proper classrooms and
infrastructure to accommodate
the students.

n

Players in action in a football match between Punjab (in yellow) and Karnataka (in red) at Guru Nanak
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Stadium in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

Pharma students get warm farewell
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

The fourth year
BPharma students and second
year DPharma students were
given a warm farewell at GHG
Khalsa College of Pharmacy,
Gurusar Sadhar on Wednesday.
The juniors organised an
event-‘Sham-e-Rukhsat’ which
comprised of various activities
like paper dance, bhangra, punjabi dance, modelling and singing.
Diksha Yadav and Razat Talwar of BPharma was adjudged as
miss and mister farewell.
Simarpreet Kaur from DPharma
bagged the miss farewell title.
Principal Satvinder Kaur
addressed the students and
wished them success.

LUDHIANA:

n

The MPEd students GHG Khalsa College, Gurusar Sudhar, Ludhiana, posing for a group photo after
HT PHOTO
securing top positions in Panjab University exams on Wednesday.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The students of GHG
Khalsa College, Gurusar Sadhar,
have brought laurels to the college by securing positions in the
top ten merit list of the masters in
physical education (MPEd) second year final examination
results declared by Panjab Uni-

ABVP SEEKS
FOOD SAMPLING
AT PU HOSTELS,
BETTER LABS
CHANDIGARH : Members of

the Akhil Bharatiya Vidhyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) unit of
Panjab University (PU) held a
protest outside vice-chancellor
Raj Kumar’s office on
Tuesday.
Their demands included regularisation of the fee structure of
the girls’ hostel number 10, modernisation of laboratories, addition of new instruments and devices, modular kitchens in hostels,
food sampling in hostels
and increase in scholarship
HTC
amount.

versity (PU).
Students bagged eight of the
top 10 positions. Manjinder Kaur
secured the first position followed by Simranjeet (second),
Virender (third), Santosh
(fourth), Priyanka (sixth),
Prabhjot (eighth), Manpreet
(ninth) and Aadil (tenth).
The first year MPEd students
of the college also made their

mark by securing top positions.
Inderpreet Kaur bagged the first
position followed by Maninderjit
Kaur (second), Feroz Khan
(third) and Sarabjeet (fifth). President Manjit Singh Gill congratulated the achievers.Principal Jaswant Singh appreciated the
efforts of students and the faculty
members of the department of
physical education.

P U FA U X PA S

Honorary degree
of law okayed
for litterateur
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In a faux pas, a high-

powered committee headed by
Panjab Univeristy (PU) vicechancellor Raj Kumar, approved
an honorary Doctorate in Law
(LLD) instead of honorary Doctor
of Letters (D Litt) to Sudha Murthy, author and chairperson of
the Infosys Foundation.
While the PU syndicate
approved the honorary LLD in its
meeting on April 10, the university, in the agenda on honorary
degrees for the senate meeting
scheduled for April 21, has now
corrected it to Doctor of Letters (D
Litt, honoris causa).The committee had recommended names of
Murthy for LLD and ISRO chairman K Sivan for Vigyan Rattan in
its meeting on April 5. The honorary degrees are to be awarded
during a convocation on April
28.Best known for her contribution to literature in English and
Kannada, Murthy, wife of Infosys
co-founder NR Narayana Mur-

VARSITY TO RESEEK
SYNDICATE’S APPROVAL
AN HOUR BEFORE
APRIL 21 SENATE MEET
thy, has received seven honorary
doctorates and has 30 books to her
credit. Her writings have been
translated into all major Indian
languages, selling more than 26
lakh copies.
SYNDICATE MEET
TO BE HELD AGAIN
The university now needs the
syndicate’s approval for D Litt,
which is why a syndicate meeting
will be held an hour prior to the
senate meeting. Some of the senators and syndics wondered why
this was being done so haphazardly and what the high-powered
committee was doing in the April
5 meeting, which was atteneded
by fomer vice-chancellors RP
Bambah and KN Pathak, and registrar Karamjeet Singh among
others.

Boxers Amit and
Sonia to lead
Indian challenge
at Asian meet
HTC/Agencies
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: World Champion-

ship silver medallist Sonia Chahal and Asian Games champion
Amit Panghal will spearhead a
20-member Indian boxing team
at the Asian Boxing Championships in Bangkok, starting from
April 17.
Former World Championship
medallists Sarita Devi and seasoned boxer Shiva Thapa are
also part of the event that concludes on April 26.
Panghal will be making his
competitive debut in the 52kg
category while Shiva (60kg) will
eye a record-breaking fourth
successive medal.
The former world championship bronze-medallist from
Assam has won medals in three
previous editions - gold in 2013,
bronze in 2015 and silver in 2017.
Former world junior champion and gold medallist at the
Strandja Memorial Cup, Nikhat
Zareen (51Kg) is also there while
two-time youth world championships gold medallist, Nitu, is a
bright prospect in 48kg. The 54kg
challenge will be led by her state
mate and World Championship
quarterfinalist, Manisha.
India’s hopes in 64kg will rest
on Punjab’s Simranjit Kaur and
Assam’s Lovlina Borgohain,
bronze medallist in 2017, in 69kg.
Haryana boxer Nupur is making
her debut and Pooja Rani will eye
her third title as they secured
berths in 75kg and 81 kg respectively.
Experienced boxer, Seema
Poonia will be vying for the title
in the 81+kg category.
In the men’s section, the 49kg
category will be represented by
Deepak Singhwhile Kavinder
Singh Bisht has been picked for
the 56kg category.

the 26th minute of the game.
Leander Dharmai scored
third goal of the match in the 45th
minute giving Maharashtra a
comfortable lead before the start
of second half.
In the second half of the game,
Maharashtra continued their
dominance as Arif Shaikh scored
a brace in the 52nd and 54th minute of the game, sealing a formidable victory over the latter.
The semi-finals are scheduled
to take place on April 19 where
Punjab will lock horns with Goa
in the first semi-final morning
match while Services will take
on Karnataka to make a spot into
the finals.
The final match of the tournament will be held on April 21 at
Guru Nanak Dev Stadium, Ludhiana.

Punjabi varsity
teachers seek
permission to
contest elections
PATIALA : In order to skip election

n

Students and staff members of GHG Khalsa College, Gurusar Sudhar, Ludhiana, posing for a group
HT PHOTO
photo during a farewell party on Wednesday.

duties, the Punjabi University
teachers have started filing
applications, seeking permission from university authorities
to contest in upcoming Lok
Sabha elections, scheduled for
May 19.
Over 120 teachers submitted
their documents to contest
general elections from different
constituencies of the state.
At least 385 assistant
and associate professors have
been deployed on election
HTC
duties.

H E R O J UN I O R L E A G U E ( P UN JA B Z O N E )

RGS outplays UPFC, moves to second spot
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: RoundGlass Sports
(RGS) maintained its winning
streak in away games after they
outplayed United Punjab Football Club (UPFC) 2-0 in the ongoing Hero Junior League (Punjab
Zone) at the UPFC Campus here
on Monday. With this win, RGS
moved to second place on the
points table with six points,
behind Minerva Punjab, who
remain in the top spot by virtue
of better goal difference.
RGS entered the match with a
couple of changes from the previous winning eleven on account of

injuries to some of its key midfield players. Though, the visitors remained loyal to the tested
4-2-3-1 formation, it was obvious
that changes in the midfield
impacted their rhythm in the
first half. Even as the RGS players stuck to the game plan, they
found it difficult to crack open
the UPFC defence. The first half
ended in a goalless draw.
At the start of the second half,
RGS coach, Jay Gundappa,
introduced a couple of changes,
substituting Vikas Kumar and
Neeraj Dhami with Berlin Singh
and MD Ezad. The move seemed
to pay off as the visitors started
looking as the more cohesive of

EVEN AS THE RGS
PLAYERS STUCK TO
THE GAME PLAN, THEY
FOUND IT DIFFICULT
TO CRACK OPEN THE
UPFC DEFENCE
the two units on the field.
Finally, forward C Lalrinhlua
found the back of the net in the
78th minute to give RGS control
of the crucial game. The opening
goal galvanised the RGS players
as they started pressing in right
earnest, which resulted in the
second goal in 88th minute when

Defender Singh slotted it home to
wrap up the game in favour of the
visiting side.
“At half time, I made two
changes to put more attacking
players on the field. We also
changed the strategy and tried to
keep the ball behind our opponents, who were holding the high
line. We came out the better of
the two sides. I am happy to take
three full points from our second
away game. Now we are looking
forward to playing our home
matches with the momentum
behind us,” said Gundappa.
Final Score RGS 2 (C Lalrinhlua 78st, Defender Singh
88th) bt UPFC 0

educationnotes

n

Students of Alpine International Senior Secondary School, Civil Lines, Ludhiana, with their posters during a poster-making competition
on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

POSTER-MAKING
COMPETITION AT
ALPINE INT’L

talent. Principal Rajeshwari Dhir
apprised them of the impact and
significance of Ambedkar’s ideology
and acknowledged their efforts.

LUDHIANA : A poster-making competition was organised at Alpine
International Senior Secondary
School, Civil Lines, to mark the birth
anniversary of Dr Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar on Wednesday. Students
were adjudged on the basis of their

Havan ceremony at
Police DAV Public School
LUDHIANA : A havan ceremony was
held at Police DAV Public School, Civil
Lines, on Wednesday. Acharya
Roshan Lal Arya performed the
rituals. Principal Anu Verma ignited

the holy fire. Students of Class 2 were
apprised of the importance of
performing the havan ceremony.
Acharya Roshan Lal said the sacred
fire is the best way to purify the
environment. The principal encouraged the students to work with stern
commitment and perseverance.

Green Grove Public observes
World Haemophilia Day
LUDHIANA : Green Grove Public

School observed World Haemophilia
Day on Wednesday. President JPS
Jolly and principal MS Suzy George
graced the occassion. Students of
Class 9-B showed a presentation to
increase awareness about haemophilia and other inherited bleeding
disorders. Students delivered
speeches. They also participated in a
quiz and a panel discussion. The
principal appreciated the efforts of
the students and teachers.
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Another jolt to AAP as
Talwandi quits party
SETBACK Party leaders Daljit Grewal, Amrinder Jassowal
and Darshan Singh Shankar have joined the Cong recently
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Aam Aadmi Party

in the district faced another jolt
on Wednesday as the state vicepresident of transport wing, Jaspal Talwandi, resigned from the
primary membership of the
party.
Earlier, senior leaders of AAP
including district president
(urban) Daljit Grewal, district
youth wing president (urban)
Amrinder Jassowal and state
spokesperson Darshan Singh
Shankar had also resigned from
the party and have now joined
the Congress.
In his resignation addressed
to the party’s state president
Bhagwant Mann, Talwandi said
that the state unit and MLAs
have lost contact with workers at
the ground. He added that the
AAP workers were also ignored
while allocating tickets for the
Lok Sabha election.
“While AAP volunteer Baljinder Singh Chonda’s ticket was

cancelled and given to Harban
Kaur Dullo, wife of Congress
leader Shamsher Singh Dullo,
the ticket for Ludhiana constituency was given to a resident of
Raikot, which falls under the
Fatehgarh sahib parliamentary
constituency,” Talwandi stated.
Bhagwant Mann could not be
reached for comments despite
repeated attempts.
AAP candidate from Ludhiana parliamentary constituency, professor Tejpal Gill said
that the party’s district unit is
working well and the name of
district president (urban) will be
announced in a day or two.
“The resignation by the leaders will not affect the party’s performance in the Lok Sabha election,” he added.
Earlier, Jassowal had alleged
that the party has become weak
and failed to take action against
the rebel AAP MLAs joining
hands with Sukhpal Singh
Khaira to save the chair of
Leader of Opposition in the Vidhan Sabha.

›

The state unit and
MLAs have lost
contact with workers at the
ground. The AAP workers
were also ignored while
allocating tickets for the
Lok Sabha election.
JASPAL TALWANDI, former state
vice-president of transport wing

City industrialists face the heat
due to unscheduled power cuts
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: With the onset of sum-

mer, industries in the city have
started facing the heat due to
unscheduled power cuts and
infrastructural breakdown by
the Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL), which
is causing hindrance in production cycle.
Facing the issue for last one
month, industrialists in the
focal point area here said
unscheduled power cuts have
increased in last three days and
there is no power supply for
over 12 hours a day.
President of Association of
Focal Point Industries Pankaj

Sharma said power cuts are a
setback for the industry especially for owners of micro units
as it is very expensive for them
to operate the unit with the help
of generators.
Sharma said the government
has not only failed to provide
power at ₹ 5/unit but has also
not been able to give continuous
power supply to the industries.
“The PSPCL should schedule
power cuts after getting consent
from the industry or they
should take up maintenance
work only on non-working
days,” he said.
President of United Cycle and
Parts manufacturers Association (UCPMA), Inderjit Singh
Navyug said, “The industry is

reeling under pressure and
unscheduled power cuts have
further increased their trouble.
The PSPCL is also charging
fixed rates for days of scheduled
power cuts. At least the government should not charge fixed
rates for days when there is no
power supply.”
Chief engineer, PSPCL (central zone), DPS Grewal said that
no unscheduled power cuts are
being witnessed in the city. He
said the power is snapped only
to undertake maintenance work
and that too only after getting
consent from the industry. He
added that if the industrialists
are facing any problem they
should contact his office and he
will look into the matter.

SECURITY
TIGHTENED AT
CITY RAILWAY
STATION
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Government Rail-

way Police (GRP) and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) Ludhiana were on their toes on
Wednesday to tighten security
after an anonymous letter
threatening to blow up stations
was received at the Ferozepur
railway station.
“All sorts of luggage is being
scanned and random checks are
being done at the station to
avoid any mishap,” said Balvir
Singh, SI, GRP Ludhiana.
On Wednesday, passengers
were held up as three trains
were cancelled citing constructional work at the tracks.
The 13006 Amritsar-Howrah
Punjab Mail, 13050 AmritsarHowrah Express and 15212 Jannayak Express running from
Amritsar Junction to Darbhanga junction were cancelled.
Meanwhile, an auction of
unclaimed packages scheduled
to be held on April 17 in the Lost
property office (LPO) shed at the
railway station has been postponed.

3 arrested for theft
in Chandigarh
CHANDIGARH: Three persons were

arrested for allegedly snatching
₹3,000 from a man, in Dadumajra
Colony here, police said on
Wednesday. The victim was identified as Mukesh.
The accused were identified as
Sarabjeet Singh, 23, Deepak,34, of
Jujhar Nagar Mohali and
Deepak, 23, of Dhanas.
The victim alleged that he was
on the way to his house on an
Activa, when three unidentified
persons on a Splendor motorbike
waylaid him and allegedly manhandled him near Sector 38
roundabout. The snatchers stole
away ₹3,000 from Mukesh and
also tried to take his mobile phone
but were unsuccessful and fled
from the spot.
A case under Sections 356 and
379 of the IPC was registered. HTC

Co-founder of ISB releases memoir
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Rajat Gupta, former
managing director of consulting
giant McKinsey & Company and
former director of Goldman
Sachs, at the launch of his book
‘Mind and Fear,’ on Tuesday,
said Indian educational institutions lag behind their international counterparts in producing
original research and intellectual property.
Gupta's 342-page memoir tells
the story from his childhood to
reaching the pinnacle of the
American corporate world and
then his imprisonment on charges of insider trading.
“It is surprising that with
such a large talent pool, the intellectual property generated in
Indian higher educational institutes is less. The reason is not the
students but the teachers and the
setup. None of the IITs and IIMs
are in the top 100 engineering colleges of the world,” said Gupta.
Gupta is one of the founders of

n

Rajat Gupta at the launch of his book ‘Mind and Fear.’

the Indian Business School
(IBS), one of which is in Mohali.
“ISB is one of the few Indian
management institutes that is in
top 25 international management institutes when it comes to
producing original research,”
he said.

KESHAV SINGH/HT

RECALLING
PRISON DAYS
On his imprisonment in US jail
for 19 months on the charges of
insider trading, Gupta said,
“Bhagavad Gita was great
source of inspiration and helped
me cope with solitary confine-

ment.”
He has dedicated one chapter
of the book on insights from Gita.
He also shared how reading
the biography of Winston
Churchill in prison gave him a
perspective on how history
remembers people: “In the 1000page book on Churchill, his role
in Bengal famine was totally
missing.”
The book launch was hosted
by Entrepreneurs Organisation
(EO, Punjab Chapter).
While speaking to the members of EO at Hotel Taj, Chandigarh, Gupta openly shared his
life story, from being a blue-eyed
boy of the American corporate
world to being the adviser to top
corporations, and then his experience of being held guilty and
how he handled the pressure of
solitary confinement.
During this turmoil, he came
to know the value of real human
relationships, those who stood
by him and those who he thought
were close buddies but vanished
away, he said.

Woman booked for duping
her neighbour of ₹15 lakh

Ujala scheme, a
plan that left UT
residents in dark

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: Accusing the offi-

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A woman has been

booked for allegedly duping her
neighbour of ₹15 lakh on pretext
of sending him abroad, said police
on Tuesday.
The victim has been identified
as Ravi Kumar, a resident of
Sector 7. Ravi in his police complaint alleged that a woman, identified as Vishnu, assured to send
him to United States of America(USA). She demanded ₹15 lakh
from Ravi for the same, said
police.
Ravi told the police as the
woman was residing in his neighbourhood and he had good relations with the family, he trusted
her and paid the money in instalments, along with his passport
and other documents.
However, after taking the
money the woman stopped taking
Ravi’s calls and switched off her
mobile phone, police said. He last
had a conversation with Vishnu
on December 30, 2018 and since
then the he is unaware of her
whereabouts, said officials privy
to the matter. A case under Section 420(cheating) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has been registered at Sector 26 police station
against Vishnu, who is currently
absconding.

TRAVEL AGENT BOOKED FOR
CHEATING MAN OF ₹2 LAKH
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: A travel agent

was booked for allegedly
duping another agent of ₹2
lakh, here on Tuesday, said
police.
In his police complaint,
travel agent Anish Kumar
Dogra, a resident of Sector
25, submitted that they had
booked flight tickets from
the accused Deepak Singh’s
firm Cheap Trip Agency,
Delhi, in June last year. The
to and fro ticket was booked
for 11 passengers travelling
to Bangkok from Delhi.
Dogra told the police that
the total amount to be paid
was ₹2.42 lakh, however he
paid ₹1.99 lakh to the
accused as the first payment.
“Despite our deal,
Deepak gave me only eight
tickets and the tickets too
were cancelled on June 14,
two days before the travel.
The cancellation was done

without informing me,”
alleged the complainant.
He further alleged that
due to this, he had to buy all
the 11 tickets from some
other travel agent and had
to pay ₹6.21 lakh.
“I faced loss due to
Deepak and he is not even
returning my money. He is
mentally harassing me by
delaying the matter,” said
Dogra.
Investigating official,
assistant sub-inspector,
Yogdhyan Singh said, “The
complaint was reviewed by
senior officials and based
on it, we have booked the
Delhi-based travel agent.
Further investigation has
been initiated in the matter.”
A case was registered
against Deepak Singh
under Section 409 (criminal
breach of trust by public
servant, or by banker, merchant or agent) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at
Chandimandir.

cials responsible for implementing the Ujala scheme of apathy,
the city residents are claiming
that they have been left in the
dark. Started in the city in 2017,
the administration sold over five
lakh bulbs in the city till now,
thereby saving ₹ 29 crores and
substantially decreasing the carbon dioxide levels in the city.
The residents have alleged that
the lights started malfunctioning
a few months after installation.
President of Residents Care
Society, Sector 20, and chief
spokesperson of CRAWFED,
Anish Garg, said, “I got the LED
lights changed twice, but the
replacement bulbs were of inferior quality and burnt up fast. Fed
up, I had to purchase Havells
bulbs spending from my own
pocket because the bulbs
wouldn’t last.”
Initially, the bulbs were sold at
several e-sampark centres, but
now there isn’t any stock left.
This correspondent went to various e-sampark centres across the
city, including Sectors 32, 46, 43
and 40, but was told that there are
no bulbs and will not be available
anytime soon. A senior official
said that the SPIC which manages
the e-sampark centres was only
involved in the distribution of
bulbs and not its maintenance.

ludhiana
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BJP gives 5-day ultimatum to Cong govt
to initiate Shivaji Nagar nullah project
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) on Tuesday gave a
five-day ultimatum to the Congress government in the state to
initiate the project to cover a
nullah in Shivaji Nagar area in
the city.
While protesting against the
failure of sitting MP Ravneet
Singh Bittu and area MLA Surinder Dawar to start the project
even a year after it was inaugurated, the BJP leaders raised
slogans against the Congress
government and chief minister
Captain Amarinder Singh for
their alleged misrule in the last
few years.
The protesters said that the
Congress has always made fake
promises regarding the nullah
project to woo voters but nothing has been done at the ground
to provide relief to residents.
Former BJP cabinet minister
Satpal Gosain said the project
was inaugurated in January
2018 but not even a single brick
has been laid till now. “Bittu and
Dawar have failed to deliver on
their promises,” Gosain said.
BJP leader and a resident of
the area Kapil Katyal said that
the foul smell due to the open

n

BJP workers during a protest at Shivaji Nagar in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

nullah creates a lot of nuisance
in the area and the boundary
wall is also in a dilapidated condition.
“Accidents occur in the area
as the boundary wall has collapsed at some points. The Congress leaders are busy making
tall claims. If the project is not
initiated then the BJP will begin
its agitation from Monday,”

Katyal said.
While refuting the charges,
MLA Dawar said the Congress
did not inaugurate the project
for covering the nullah. He said
that the party had only initiated
the work to shift electricity
poles erected alongside the nullah.
Dawar said the project to
cover the nullah is his dream

HT PHOTO

project and tenders have been
floated. “The tender process
was delayed as the Model Code
of Conduct was imposed. The
process will be completed after
the election,” he said.
However, Katyal alleged that
if the Congress claims to have
inaugurated the project to shift
the poles, not even a single pole
has been shifted till now.

Man seeking ₹20 lakh for
false rape case loses plea

Three booked for
attacking family
over car parking

HT Correspondent

AMRITSAR: Three people were

n

as they were in living together.
Later, his wife and the woman
hatched a conspiracy to implicate him in a false rape case to
harass him. However, he was
acquitted, which made it clear
that he was maliciously prosecuted by the defendants.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:A local court has dis-

missed the plea of a man acquitted of rape, who demanded a
compensation of ₹20 lakh from
the complainant for harassment
and loss of reputation.
A Chandigarh court had
acquitted the Kangra resident of
rape on September 24, 2014,
after the victim, who was formerly his live-in partner, turned
hostile.
In his plea for compensation,
the man had submitted that his
former live-in partner had levelled allegations of rape against
him in connivance with his wife
through a case lodged under Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) on December 7, 2013 .
He had demanded ₹20 lakh in
damages for mental harassment,
agony, loss of reputation, loss of
income, and expenditure on
account of the malicious prosecution by the defendants – his
live-in partner, his wife and
police officials.
During the trial for his plea,
his counsel argued that the complainant habitually filed rape
allegations, and had got lodged
two rape FIRs.
But both cases ended in
acquittals as she turned hostile.

n

The Kangra man was acquitted
of rape on Sept 24, 2014.

THE MAN’S COUNSEL
ARGUED THAT THE
COMPLAINANT
HABITUALLY FILED RAPE
ALLEGATIONS, AND HAD
GOT LODGED 2 FIRs
‘RAPE COMPLAINTS
MEANS TO EXTORTION’
The counsel contended that
her rape allegations were just a
way to extort money, and she
would later turn hostile as per
her sweet will. Documentary evidences were produced in the
court.
Besides, a matter between her
and his client had also been settled in a Permanent Lok Adalat

ACQUITTAL RESULT OF
SHODDY PROBE: VICTIM
On her part, the woman said she
was a divorcee and lived with her
parents in Chandigarh.
After she met the Kangra
man, he promised to marry her,
and they both travelled to many
places.
He also frequented her house,
but later refused to marry her
and threatened her with dire
consequences if she tried to
report the matter to police.
She claimed that he was
acquitted due to lapse on the part
of the investigating agency.
His wife claimed that he had
filed the compensation suit just
to harass her, as she had lodged a
complaint against him under
Section 12 of the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005. She submitted that her
husband was facing several civil
and criminal cases.
After hearing the arguments,the court dismissed the
man’s plea for relief.

booked on Wednesday for
attacking a family with weapons
over a car parking dispute.
The accused were identified
as Lakhwinder Singh and his
sons––Gagan and Aman, all residents of New Gurnam Nagar.
In his complaint, Davinder
Singh said, “Around 7pm on
Tuesday, three persons entered
my house with weapons and
started abusing and thrashing
me. As I raised an alarm, my
wife and son rushed towards my
room to rescue me. However,
the accused started thrashing
them resulting in severe injuries. Few days back, we had an
argument with the trio, over
parking of car in our lane, so
they attacked my family with an
intension to kill us.”
ASI Davinder Singh said, “
We are trying to investigate the
reasons behind the attack. However, action will be taken
against the accused as per the
law.”
A case under Sections 323 ,
283, 452 (house trespass after
preparation for hurt, assault or
wrongful restraint) and 34 (acts
done by several persons in furtherance of common intention)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
has been registered against
HTC
the accused.

Stichless spine surgery now available at PGIMER
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Bringing relief to
patients with back pain who
need to undergo surgery, the
department of neurosurgery at
the Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and Research
(PGIMER) has started stitchless
endoscopic spine surgery under
local anaesthesia (numbing only
a specific part of the body).
PGIMER neurosurgeon Dr SS
Dhandapani and his team
recently performed the procedure on a 45-year-old patient
with lumbar disc while he was

COSTING ₹14,000, THE
MINIMALLY INVASIVE
ENDOSCOPIC
TECHNIQUE ENSURES
SPEEDY RECOVERY
fully aware and awake.
The doctor said the advanced
minimally invasive technique is
an improvement upon the conventional method of spine surgery at PGIMER, wherein a
2.5-long cut was made under generalised anesthesia (controlled
unconsciousness).

“In this latest procedure
involving local aneasthesia, the
cut is only 6 milimetre long,
hence no stitch is needed. As the
surgery is performed from
within the disc, the complications are minimal, patient is
comfortable, and can be discharged on the same day. As the
normal parts of spine are not disturbed, the long-term adverse
effects are also avoided,” he said.
The cost of the procedure is
also around 40% less than that of
other surgical procedures for
spine. The doctor said, “The normal surgery involved a cost of
over ₹20,000, but the latest tech-

nique costs around ₹14,000.”
Dr Dhandapani, who performs one such surgery a week,
said that earlier back roblems
such as disc generation used to
take place among elderly people,
but now, because of lifestyle
changes, disc problems have
become quite common among
young patient (aged 30 onwards).
“Disc generation problems
have become so common that in
each OPD, we come across
around six such patients. We
advise physiotherapy to majority of the patients, but in some
cases, surgery is needed,” he
said.

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE

DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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16-yr-old pillion rider killed in Mohali
SUV-ACTIVA CRASH Victim’s cousin
who was riding two-wheeler injured;
Kharar man flees leaving SUV behind
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : A 16-year-old boy was
killed while his cousin was
injured after an SUV hit their
two-wheeler in the Industrial
Area, Phase 1, here on Monday
night.
The deceased has been identified as Prakash Bahadur, who
belonged to Nepal and was staying in Phase 6, Mohali. He was riding pillion behind his cousin
Usha, who is undergoing treatment at Government Medical
College and Hospital, Sector 32,
Chandigarh.
Prakash was the only son of his
parents and was pursuing studies
through an open school. He was
in Class 6.
Usha, who resides in Phase 3A,
was visiting Prakash’s family on
Monday evening, when he
decided to accompany her to meet
his paternal aunt.
They left for Usha’s home on
her Activa and had reached the

AN ONLY SON, VICTIM
PRAKASH BAHADUR
WAS PURSUING STUDIES
FROM AN OPEN SCHOOL;
FAMILY IS FROM NEPAL
AND LIVES IN PHASE 6
Industrial Area, Phase 1, when a
Mahindra Bolero hit them. The
two fell on the road and sustained
injuries; Bahadur’s were fatal.
Police have booked the Bolero
driver, Jaspal Singh, 40, of
Kharar, who managed to flee.
The vehicle has been impounded.
Prakash's body has been kept
at the mortuary in the civil hospital, Phase 6, where his postmortem will be conducted on Wednesday.
A case has been registered
under Sections 279 (rash driving)
and 304A (causing death by negligence) among others of the Indian
Penal Code.

CHANDIGARH : Bharatiya Janata

UT MAN HURT AS CAR RAMS INTO TRUCK LOADED WITH IRON RODS
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A Chandigarh man

was injured after his sedan
rammed into a stationary
truck loaded with iron rods on
the Mohali-Lakhnaur road on
the intervening night of Monday and Tuesday.
Victim Bhupinder Singh of
Sector 36, Chandigarh, was
returning home from Landran side when his Honda City
met with the accident near the
Godrej factory in the Industrial Area, Mohali, past midnight.
The truck driver, Balwinder Kumar, told police
that he had come from Mandi
Gobindgarh to deliver the
iron rods in Mohali. He was
reportedly stopped for checking by sales tax officials. He
was standing in front of the
truck, showing documents to
the officials, when he heard
the sedan crash into his truck.
The iron rods, which were
hanging outside the truck,

n

Bhupinder Singh of Sector 36 escaped with a fractured arm after the freak mishap in Mohali.

pierced through the car roof
on the passenger’s side. The
car’s windscreen was also
shattered while the front was
badly damaged due to the
impact.
Police said as the stretch
was dark owing to non-func-

Punjabi University teachers seek
permission to contest LS elections
Navrajdeep Singh
n

tional streetlights and the
truck driver had not switched
on the parking lights, Bhupinder could not see the vehicle.
The sales tax officials
rushed the victim to a private
hospital where he was treated
for his fractured arm.

“We are not going to relent
and have urged all teachers to
submit application for contesting elections,” he said.
He said under ‘right to contest
elections’, without resigning
from the post, teachers can join
any political party, propagate
any political ideology, can support any political party, can also
comment upon the programmes
and policies of any government if
it is not in larger public interest.
University registrar Manjit
Singh Nijjar confirmed that the

Two escape from
juvenile home:
Day on, guard,
caretaker booked

university has received applications from over 120 teachers for
contesting elections.
“The applications are
received as per the university
calendar that allows teachers to
contest national or state elections. The syndicate body has
authorised vice-chancellor BS
Ghuman to give permissions
to the teachers seeking permission to contest elections,” Nijjar
said.
Since, the applications were
filed as per the norms, the

BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT

university will consider
genuine applications only, registrar said.
Meanwhile, the teachers
observed a complete strike
against the decision of district
electoral office to depute assistant and associate professors on
election duty.
On the call given by University Calendar Protection Committee (UCPC), the teachers
halted all teaching, research and
other academics related activities.

suppliers was busted with the
arrest of two drug peddlers. Two
other members are still at large.
Police recovered 7.5kg opium
and 20kg poppy husk from a
truck being brought by accused
Gurpal Singh alias Bhalla and
Bhagwant Singh residents of
Amloh from other states.
Senior superintendent of
police Amneet Kondal said acting on the tip-off, police arrested
uncle nephew duo involved in
the supplying of drugs.
She said that CIA staff team
led by SP Harpal Singh set-up a
naka near Tarkhan Majra and
intercepted a truck for checking.
About 7.5kg opium and 20kg
poppy husk was recovered from
driver’s cabin, she said.
They admitted they are members of a gang involved in supply
of drugs and other two members
Lakhvir Singh alias lucky and
Rajesh Dhawan alias Sonu, residents of Mandi Gobindgarh, are
their financers, Kondal said.
“They used to deposit the
amount in their account to purchase drugs from other states,
this time they deposited ₹2 lakh,”
SSP said.

FURRY LEAP OF FUN

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR : Two contractors have

TRUCK OPERATORS
PROTEST
Truck operators in large number held protest outside deputy

n

A squirrel prances around among fallen golden trumpet flowers at Rose Garden in Sector 16, Chandigarh.

ANIL DAYAL/HT
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Father, brother move HC to modify order
Surender Sharma
n

surender.sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Om Prakash Aggar-

wal and Pradeep Aggarwal,
father and brother of Geetanjali,
who was found dead in a park in
Gurugram in 2013, have moved
the Punjab and Haryana high
court seeking modification to its
August 2018 order pulling them
up for turning hostile during trial
for dowry death against the victim’s husband and in-laws.
An HC bench presided over by
justice AB Chaudhari (now
retired) had termed the matter a
“prima facie case of perjury” and
directed Panchkula Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
special court to initiate recovery
proceedings against the Panchkula-based father-son duo.

The order had come to bail plea
of Geetanjali’s husband, Ravneet
Garg, who was the Gurugram
chief judicial magistrate when
she was found dead. Geetanjali
had sustained four bullet injuries. Garg’s licensed revolver was
found lying near her. Her parents
had alleged dowry case and the
state transferred probe to CBI.
In December 2016 chargesheet,
CBI had accused Garg and his
parents of dowry death. But during trial, Aggarwal and his son
turned hostile.
The next hearing has been
fixed for April 25, asking them to
explain how a final order can be
modified in view of Section 362 of
the CrPC , which puts a complete
bar on altering or reviewing judgment or a final order on merits.
“Their argument is that order

CASE SO FAR
July 17, 2013: Geetanjali found
murdered in Gurugram
July 20: Her husband Ravneet
Garg, then Gurugram chief
judicial magistrate, and his
parents booked for murder
August 7: CBI takes over probe

patiala@hindustantimes.com

Sept 7, 2016: CBI arrests Garg
Dec 9: Chargesheet filed
against Garg and his parents
for dowry death
July 27, 2018: HC grants bail to
was passed without affording a
hearing to them, which is against
the principal of natural justice.
Also no formal inquiry was con-

department has directed Patiala
district development and panchayat officer to take the necessary action after a first-time
woman panchayat member
in Nabha village wrote to the
department about rural bodies
not working as per the rules.
Kulwinder Kaur, 28, was
elected as panchayat member
from dalit woman reservation
quota of ward no 2, Thuha Patti
village, in Nabha, last year. The
village has seven panchayat
members. Kulwinder Kaur
alleged that the panchayat was
not functioning as per the
rules written in the Panchayat
Act.
“As per the act, panchayat
has to hold a monthly meeting at
some public place by issuing
agenda notice seven days before
the meeting,” she said.
During all the four months of
this panchayat, I have been provided no agenda notice and I am
not being invited to the
meetings which are probably
being held at a private place,”

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Ravneet Garg and Geetanjali

April 4, 2019: The two move
HC, seeking modification in
the order
ducted, as mandated in law,
whether evidence produced by
them was false,” their lawyer,
senior advocate Bipan Ghai, said.

commissioner office and alleged
that the attack was plotted at the
behest of senior officers of food
supplies department.
The operators raised slogans
against state government and
demanded immediate arrest of
the accused while pressurising
administration to give wheat
-lifting tenders to truck union
people.
“We will not allow lifting

KULWINDER KAUR SAYS
PANCHAYAT HAS TO HOLD
A MONTHLY MEETING BY
ISSUING AGENDA NOTICE
BEFORE THE MEETING
BUT SHE HASN’T BEEN
INFORMED
she said.
Another first-timer panchayat member Prem Lata from the
same village said officials conducted gram sabha without
announcing it in advance and it
was held in violation to the rules
as required quorum was not
present. Kulwinder Kaur has
demanded cancellation of meetings and resolutions passed.
Village sarpanch Yadvinder
Singh said if the panchayat
member is not receiving correspondence in time, he will
inquire it with the officials and
make sure the mistake doesn’t
happen again.
Patiala DDPO Surinder Singh
said he has received the letter
and he is investigating the
matter.

from grain markets across the
district till tenders are not given
to tuck operators. Some senior
officers from Chandigarh were
involved in the attack who
wanted to issue tenders to contractors,” said Kulwinder Singh
Lali, a truck operator
“We oppose this system and
demand action against all the
accused involved in the conspiracy,” he said.

PWD employee
gets bail in
₹10,000 graft case
CHANDIGARH: The special court of

Central Bureau of Investigation
granted bail to a man, accused in
₹10,000 bribery case, here on
Tuesday. The accused was
caught taking bribe in lieu of
providing government jobs.
Head sweeper with public
health department Tej Pal was
booked under Sections 7, 13 (1)
(b) and 13 (2) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.
On March 15, 2019, Surinder
Kumar, a resident of Bapu
Dham Colony, Sector 26, complained against Tejpal saying on
March 14 he talked to Tejpal for
a job for his son as a sweeper in
health department. Tejpal asked
the complainant to pay ₹50,000.
Tejpal asked for ₹10,000 in
advance, police said.
An FIR was registered, a trap
team constituted and the
accused was caught red-handed
while accepting ₹10,000.
In the bail application, it was
argued that no recovery is to be
effected from the accused, who
is behind bars since March 15.
Also, presentation of challan
and trial’s conclusion will take
time and detaining the accused
will not serve any purpose.
After the arguments, the
court directed Tejpal be
released on regular bail after
furnishing bail bonds of ₹ 50,000.
HTC

Chandigarh MC to float tenders
in a week for anti-rabies vaccine
n

Garg and orders recovery of
probe expenses from Geetanjali’s father and son

Truck operators protesting against the attack on truck union
president in Sangrur on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

Woman member
writes to rural
development dept

HT Correspondent
n

n

‘ PA N C H AYAT BENDING RULES’

NABHA : The rural development

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

THE DUO WERE NABBED
IN A CASE OF THEFT; ONE
OF THEM HAS BEEN
TRACED TO MANIMAJRA
AFTER TO TRIED
TO CONTACT KIN

n

n

CHANDIGARH: Two days after two

ONE OF THE JUVENILES
TRACED TO MANIMAJRA
The two boys were placed in
juvenile home after being
nabbed in a theft case, said
police.
The 17-year-old juvenile was
traced from Manimajra, after he
tried to make contact with his
acquittances, police said.
A case has been registered in
Sector 11 police station under
Section 223 (escape from confinement or custody of negligently suffered by public servant) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) against the security guard
and the caretaker, who are yet
to be arrested.

HT Correspondent

Mohit Singla

juveniles escaped from a juvenile home in Sector 25, the
Chandigarh Police have booked
a security guard and caretaker,
here on Tuesday.
Cops said that security guard
Gurpreet Singh and caretaker
Bhupinder Singh were booked
following complaint by Sham
Lal, superintendent of observation-cum-special home.
Investigating
officials
claimed that two juveniles, aged
16 and 17 respectively, came to
the water cooler, however, sensing an opportunity, the duo
climbed the adjoining stair case,
leading to the nearby wall and
jumped from it.

CHARIOTS SHOWCASE
MODI’S ACHIEVEMENTS
When questioned on the suspense over candidature, Capt
Abhimanyu said: “It is for the
central leadership to decide.
Whoever the candidate is, people will vote for Narendra
Modi.” The two chariots only
have the Prime Minister’s
poster and no picture of any
local leader.
HTC

been booked after the alleged
attack on former truck union
president Randeep Singh Mintu
and his companion Karan
Singh. The two have
Accused identified as Rajneesh Kansal alias Goldy and
Ashwani Kumar, both from
Sunam, were booked under Sections 307 (attempt to murder), 34
(acts done by several persons in
furtherance of common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
and the Arms Act. The probe
has been started and raids are
being conducted to arrest the
accused, SHO Harjinder Singh
said.
The accused allegedly fired at
Mintu and Karan over wheatlifting tenders on Sunam road
on Monday. The injured are
undergoing treatment.

patiala@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

KIRRON KHER, Chandigarh MP

HT Correspondent
FATEHGARH SAHIB : A gang of drug

Members of teachers’ union at a protest at Punjabi University in Patiala.

The Industrial Area, Phase
8, police have impounded the
two vehicles. Police have registered a daily diary report
(DDR). Further action will be
taken after recording statements of the parties concerned, said cops.

›

I had to attend a
public meeting at a
supporter’s house, which
was difficult to reschedule.
Everybody in the party is
working for the cause of
BJP’s victory.

Attack on truck union president:
2 booked for attempt to murder

n

n

HT PHOTO

Party (BJP) sitting MP Kirron
Kher skipped the launch of
party’s ‘rath yatra’ ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections, at the local
office in Sector 33 on Tuesday.
Punjab-Chandigarh BJP election in-charge and Haryana
finance minister Capt Abhimanyu flagged off two chariots
in the presence of city party
chief Sanjay Tandon and former
MP Satya Pal Jain — two leaders
vying for the ticket for Chandigarh seat besides Kher.
A section of the party linked
Kher’s absence to the ongoing
jostling for the BJP ticket. However, when asked about her
absence, Capt Abhimanyu said
nothing should be read into it.
“The function was finalised late
in the evening. She already had
events lined up for the day.
That’s why she couldn’t come. It
is not possible for all party leaders to be present together in
every function all the time.”
Kher, on her part, said she
had to attend a public meeting at
a supporter’s house, which was
difficult to reschedule. “Everybody in the party is working for
the cause of victory in the Lok
Sabha elections,” she said.

GANG OF DRUG
PEDDLERS
BUSTED, TWO
ARRESTED

navrajdeep.singh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : In order to skip election

duties, the Punjabi University
teachers have started filing
applications, seeking permission from authorities to contest
in elections, scheduled May 19.
In a bizarre move, protesting
against the decision of district
electoral officer to depute university teachers on election
duty, over 120 teachers submitted documents to contest general
elections from different constituencies. At least 385 assistant and
associate professors have been
deployed on election duties.
As per university calendar,
they can contest the election of
state assembly and national parliament by getting permission
from university authorities. The
university teachers said since
they are likely to contest elections, the electoral office cannot
deploy them on poll duties.
Jaswinder Singh Brar, a senior professor, said, “We are
strongly protesting against election duties of varsity teachers,
therefore, we find option related
with contesting elections more
viable.”
Gurjant Singh, an assistant
professor, said this is for the first
time that the varsity teachers are
being deployed on election duty.

Kher skips launch of
BJP’s ‘rath yatra’

CHANDIGARH: The municipal corporation (MC) Chandigarh is
going to float tenders to purchase
the anti-rabies vaccine within a
week’s time, said MC commissioner KK Yadav, here on Tuesday.
Dog bite victims are at the
receiving end as the government
healthcare facilities in Chandigarh are facing extreme shortage
of anti-rabies vaccine. While
there is no stock in Government

Multi Specialty Hospital, Sector
16 from over seven months, the
stock got over in anti-rabies
clinic, Sector 38 a few weeks ago.
The anti-rabies clinic, Sector 19
will also go out of stock in another
day or two.
“Up till now, the director
health services used to procure
anti-rabies vaccine for us, but
after the MC proposed to distribute free vaccine for all, we got a
letter from DHS office that due to
the decision there will be budget
issues. Hence it was decided that
MC will procure vaccine for its

dispensaries in Sector 19 and 38,”
said Yadav.
He said that later it was
decided that the vaccine will be
provided free to only Chandigarh
residents and the issue was taken
up in the General House meeting.
Yadav said, “In beginning of
this year, it was decided that MC
will buy anti-rabies vaccine and₹
40 lakh were sanctioned. We tried
to locally purchase the vaccine
but the rates were too high, so we
borrowed it from Punjab.So, now
we will be floating tenders to procure the vaccine.”
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble

Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry
boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the

V

STOP PRESS

KIN TAKE ALIA-KANGY
BATTLE FORWARD
he Twitter spat between
Kangana Ranaut’s sister
Rangoli Chandel and Alia
Bhatt’s mother Soni Razdan
continues after Rangoli
tweeted Soni has no right
to discuss Indian politics as
she isn’t a citizen. In a now
deleted tweet, Soni wrote:
“Mahesh Bhatt...has given
her a break…she goes on to
attack his wife and
daughter...Agenda ? What’s
hers … ?” To Rangoli’s
allegation that Mahesh
threw a ‘chappal’ at
Kangana during a film’s
premiere, Soni told
Pinkvilla: “I do not wish to
be drawn into this
madness.”
HTC

T

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

GAMEOF
BEARD

allure of the chic city
lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole
hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed

beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

Nikita Deb

them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported
beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n

manish.mishra1@hindustantimes.com

MORE ON THE VAN DYKE AND ITS VARIANTS
A Van Dyke is a style of facial
hair named after 17th-century

Flemish painter Anthony van
Dyck (1599–1641). A Van Dyke
comprises any growth of both a
moustache and goatee with all
hair on the cheeks shaven. This
style, though, has variants,
including a curled moustache
versus a non-curled one and a
soul patch versus none. Among
Hollywood stars who sport the
style include Robert Downey
Junior (in pic) and Pierce
Brosnan.

C

with it. I don’t know,” says
Sophie, who is engaged to
musician Joe Jonas.
Through the course of
the interview, the actor,
who will be soon seen in
Dark Phoenix, admits
that although she stills
suffers from mental
health problems, she
is in a better place,
thanks to
medication. “I’ve
suffered with my
depression for
five or six years
now. The biggest
challenge for me
is getting out of bed
and getting out of the
house. Learning to love
yourself is the biggest
challenge,” she says.
“I’m on medication
and I love myself now, or
more than I used to, I
think,” she adds, and
signs off by saying that
she would be taking a
break from the acting
world after Game of
Thrones ends this year,
and will focus on her
“mental health”.

HTC

“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER
that dream,” says Guru.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful

experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

Acting on stage excites me: Aahana Kumra
The actor talks
about her stint
in theatre and
her love for
the stage
Gayathri Menon

F

rom portraying the
innocent daughter of
Amitabh Bachchan in the
television series, Yudh at

the beginning of her career, to
playing the role of Priyanka
Gandhi in the political
biography film, The Accidental
Prime Minister, Aahana
Kumra has been proving her
mettle as an actor with every
film. The Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2017) actor is also
known for theatre plays such
as By George,
Arms And The
Man, and
Rebecca, to
name a few.
With her

latest play, Dekh Behan coming
up, the actor is back to the stage
and is excited about it.
About how she started this
journey she says, “Once I was
done with the schooling, I
joined a summer workshop at
Prithvi theatre. That’s when I
realised that I enjoyed theatre.
The high and adrenaline rush
you get from being on stage,
excites me as an
actor. Unlike
films, one
doesn’t
have to
wait for
the

audience reaction while
performing on stage.”
Remembering one of her
goof-ups during a performance,
Aahana says, “Once, while
performing By George,
directed by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah; actor), I
forgot my lines on stage. It was
just me and Faisal Rashid on
stage and we kept looking at
each other and my expressions
were such that he thought that
he had forgotten his lines. It
was really funny.”
Aahana believes that
Mumbai is a hub for theatre
lovers and gives a lot of
opportunities to upcoming
artistes. “Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity to many
actors who want to begin their
acting careers, and understand
the kind of artistes they are.
There’s always something
happening in Mumbai. I’m
glad that I got to start
my career in
theatre in
Bombay.”

SALMAN KHAN IS
FAMOUS FOR HIS
HUMILITY, SAYS
ZAHEER IQBAL

Criticism of Sansa Stark
pushed Sophie towards
suicidal thoughts
elebrities struggling with
depression and a feeling of
isolation isn’t an
uncommon phenomenon, and
the most recent star to open up
about going through mental
health issues is the 23-year-old
British actor Sophie Turner. In
a podcast interview with Dr
Phil, Sophie revealed that her
mental health deteriorated
following negative social media
comments for playing Sansa
Stark in Game of Thrones.
“I would just believe it. I’d
say, ‘Yeah, I am spotty. I am fat.
I am a bad actress.’ I would get
[the costume department] to
tighten my corset a lot. I just
got very, very self-conscious,”
she said during the podcast.
She joined the popular
fantasy show when she was 15
and began suffering from
depression since the age of 17.
Sophie recalls having
suicidal thoughts. “It’s weird. I
say I wasn’t very depressed
when I was younger, but I used
to think about suicide a lot. I
don’t know why though. Maybe
it’s just a weird fascination I
used to have, but yeah, I used to
think about it. I don’t think I
ever would have gone through

uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards

G

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.

Shreya Mukherjee
alman Khan has launched
many faces in Bollywood,
the latest being Zaheer
Iqbal, who recently made his
debut in Salman’s
production, Notebook. All
praise for his mentor, Zaheer
shares he has grown both
personally and professionally
under Salman’s guidance.
Interestingly, their association
goes back a long way. Zaheer’s
father and Salman are be
childhood friends and Zaheer
had assisted Salman’s younger
brother, actor-filmmaker
Sohail Khan, in Jai Ho (2014).
So Zaheer gets emotional
while talking about Salman.
“He has given me so much
advice, especially in the last six
years. But one thing I’d always
remember is when he told me,
‘Don’t let success go to your
head and don’t let failure go to
your heart’. He is so busy but
he still took out time for me and
my debut film. He would
minutely take note of every
detail and keep a check on
everything,” says Zaheer.
Not many know Zaheer was
offered a lot of “interesting
scripts” even when he was
training under Salman. “But
most times things did not work
out,” he says, adding, “I used to
get disappointed thinking
‘arrey yaar kitna achha script
tha. But Salman] bhai would
console me saying, ‘Your time
will come’. When it happened, I
could not have asked for more.”

S

PHOTO: DIA
DIPASUPIL/
GETTY
IMAGES/
AFP

Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity
to many actors who
want to begin their
acting careers and
understand the kind of
artistes they are.
AAHANA KUMRA, ACTOR
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

NNAEI
IVILL
EIUPPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

Rishabh Suri

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s film
career has finally taken off in
the right direction. While she
has been receiving offers for
different kinds of films, action
is one genre that remained
elusive to her, until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.

S

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA

n

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

HANNA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

A SOURCE

Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she
kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the
action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Ankita got good
reviews for her acting
in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional
scenes, she also got to
showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Ankita Lokhande’s next
to be an action film?

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Welcome at 1518
0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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Entertainment & Promotional Features
Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein

PHOTOS:HTCS

Caught
on
Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SOPHIECHOUDRY

Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

E

Fitness is the way of life for
celebrities, and in this
recent post, singer Sophie
Choudry showed us the
same. “Fitness isn’t a fad,
it’s a lifestyle and a lifelong
journey.. keep at it! And
remember FIT is the new
Skinny!” she wrote.

Shamita Shetty says she didn’t find a fit with most
offers that came her way after her Bollywood debut
Juhi Chakraborty
er much-publicised
debut with Mohabbatein
in 2000 did not really
translate into good work
in Bollywood. Though
Shamita Shetty went on to star
in a handful of films over the
years, she rues she could
never make a lasting impact in
the film industry and did not
get as many films as she would
have liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in
2017 and it was then that I
realised that I missed acting. I
didn’t get as many films as I

H

would have wanted to be a part
of,” shares Shamita, whose
last film was Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice
to them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for
almost two decades now, says
she holds no regrets about how
her career shaped up, as she
can’t do much about things
beyond her control. “I have
grown as a person. I am so
happy with all the experiences
that I have had – both good and

bad. It has made me a strong
person and made me what I am
today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality
shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with
anyone else, let alone my
sister. I have done an action
reality show. As and when
opportunities come my way, I
will take them up. There is no
planning as such,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

Aashka slams the naysayers
of supernatural shows
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aashka Goradia may
not have been seen on the
small screen for
a year-and-a-half, but now she
is finally returning to the
fiction space.
She tells us, “For me, it
(taking break) happened after
a very long time, after working
constantly for 17 years.”
“Taking one-and-a-half year
break was not big. I got
married, and feel blessed to
have this time on my hand to
enjoy work and my personal
life too.” She was away after
her marriage to Brent Goble in
December 2017.
Asked whether she is
satisfied with how things have
shaped up on the professional
front, Aashka says, “It’s
been very interesting. I got
to learn so much. Be it
comedy, the girl-nextdoor, mythological
queen, fantasy queen,
then doing non-fiction
reality shows, doing a
finance show… it was a
big bouquet!”
Her comeback
vehicle is a
supernatural show,
one among the many
on-screen already. And
she plays a positive role“queen of the seven
colours” is how she
describes it.
What does Aashka feel
about the criticism such shows
attract?
“We live in a highly
populated country, and there
are merely a few people
sitting in the metro, trying to
decide the trend, the taste of
content or entertainment,
which doesn’t justify the
numbers for advertisers.
The criticism doesn’t
stand [when compared
with] what is enjoyed by
the nation at that slot,”
she says.
Further adding
that one shouldn’t

A

restrict the writer’s
imagination, she says, “If it
was so bad, then the
storyteller’s imagination must
end there! Instead, it became
a trend. And when

something becomes a trend
and is widely enjoyed, there
is kind of little scope for
criticism. People are
having fun.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Who’s this
pretty little
girl?
Actor-host-singer Shibani
Dandekar posted this
photo of her younger
days and wrote, “Circa
1983 #mowgli in a lengha
#killingthatfashiongame
#thatbrowngirl”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIBANIDANDEKAR

QUOTE HANGER
IT (MARRIAGE)
IS NOT GOING TO
HAPPEN THIS
YEAR. I’M NOT
SAYING I WON’T
GET MARRIED
BUT NOT THIS
SOON. IF I’M
DOING ALL THESE
MOVIES, I NEED
TO FIND THE
RIGHT TIME FOR
THAT.

SOME AMOUNT
OF LEARNING
COMES WITH
EVERYTHING.
I HAVE
REALISED THAT
I LOVE BEING
ON A MOVIE
SET... MY
APPROACH
TOWARDS
WORK HAS
CHANGED.

VARUN DHAWAN,
ACTOR

ADITYA ROY
KAPUR, ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tara Sutaria’s
singing debut
Tara Sutaria, who is making
her acting debut alongside
Tiger Shroff, will now debut
as a singer. “Tara left
everyone surprised when

Aashka
Goradia

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/TARASUTARIA

she sang Lag Jaa Gaale at
the trailer launch of Student
Of The Year 2,” DNA quoted
a source as saying. The
source said Tara will sing a
romantic number picturised
on her, in a Milan Luthria
film, which is Ahan Shetty’s
debut vehicle, adding, “She
wants to cut an album in
future.”

FREEZE FRAME

Lucy Hale was seen in
Pretty Little Liars
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/LUCYHALE

LucyandLucasinSpikeLee’scivilrightsdrama
ctors Lucy Hale and
Lucas Till will be playing
the lead pair in the civil
rights drama, Son of the
South, to be executive
produced by filmmaker Spike
Lee.
The project, to be directed
by Barry Alexander Brown,
is an adaptation of The
Wrong Side of Murder Creek:
A White Southerner in the
Freedom Movement, the
autobiography of civil rights

A

activist Bob Zellner, reported
Variety.
Till, 28, will portray Zeller,
an Alabama native and
grandson of a Ku Klux Klan
member who is pulled into
the centre of the civil rights
movement in 1961. The actor
is best known for portraying
Havok in the X-Men films
First Class (2011) and Days of
Future Past (2014).
Hale, 29 — star of A
Cinderella Story: Once Upon

a Song — will play Zeller’s
girlfriend Carol Ann in the
film. The cast also includes
Lex Scott Davis, Julia
Ormond, Cedric the
Entertainer, Sharonne
Lanier, Brian Dennehy and
Chaka Forman.
Lee and Brown are
longtime collaborators,
having previously worked on
She’s Gotta Have It (1986), Do
the Right Thing (1989),
Malcolm X (1992), Inside Man

(2006) and the recent
BlacKkKlansman (2018). For
BlacKkKlansman, Lee won
an Academy Award for best
adapted screenplay, while
Brown had received a nod for
best editing.
Son of the South recently
started production in
Montgomery, Alabama. The
project will be produced by
Colin Bates, Eve Pomerance,
Bill Black, and Stan Erdreich.

PTI

Having a ball...with family

Lucas Till played Havok in two X-Men movies

PHOTO: NICK AGRO/AFP

Cricketer Robin Uthappa shared this photo with family
having food together and captioned it, “Namma chikka
loka!! Namma chokka loka!! #allthatmatters
#theuthappas #weknowwherewecomefrom
#weknowwhereourheartis #letgoletgod”. ‘Namma
chikka loka, Namma chokka loka’ means ‘Our little world
!! Our clean world’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ROBINAIYUDAUTHAPPA
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‘Themoreyou,trygenerally
thelessrespectthereis’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am an 18-year-old boy and I
was in a relationship until a
year ago for five months. We
broke up and the reason, she
said was that her parents found
out about it. We are like best
friends now. However, I still
have feelings for her. I thought
of asking her out again. But I
am afraid that it will affect our
friendship. What should I do?
— JM
Why don’t you ask her
parents out first? Just
kidding JM, that was my
April first moment, which
due to election bandobast,
has affected me in the
second week of April! See,
the problem you are having
is similar to AAP’s problem
with the Congress. You are
AAP, and she’s the younger
members of Congress.
Sadly, the older members of
Congress don’t like you.
Most probably because you
wear a muffler, and cough
when someone else’s
speaking. What I mean is,
her parents may be a
problem, but why did she
give in to them, so quickly?
If she really likes you, she
should be searching for a
compromise, not a way out,
right? Does she need to
clarify her intensity towards
you? Or is she happy to use

the parents to avoid an
alliance with…..er……AAP?

I am a 25-year-old guy and I
am in a relationship with
another guy. We were going
steady for eight years. He is
from a conservative family and
so we never revealed our
relationship. However, now his
parents want him to get
married and he has agreed to
do so. He says that he still
wants me in his life even after
marriage. He wishes that I also
marry a girl and move next to
him. I really loved this guy and
cannot handle this. What
should I do?
— LP
Your friend needs to sell his
suggestion to a TV
production company. Ask
him to get in touch with me,
I know a few people. Oh, and
LP, how people thought that
all problems would cease
the moment article 377 gets
cancelled. People didn’t
reckon with article 377b, c, d
and e paragraph 2.0. Please
don’t be a complete idiot.
Being an idiot is fine, but
please, the world has no
place for complete idiots. At
least not during a general
election. By having
‘fraudulent’ marriages, you
are just imprisoning more
innocent people in your

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
selfish scheme. Tell your
friend to be gay and proud.
He’s really not showing you
or the movement any
respect by taking this
cowardly strategic route. As
Ching Long Sing said,
“Marriage is about
convenience, but this is
ridiculous”.

I am a 24-year-old woman. I
used to talk to a guy and we
spoke a few times and I fell for
him. A few days ago, I
confessed my feelings to him,
without having been in touch at
all for almost six months.
Obviously, he doesn’t feel the
same for me. Can I still get him
to know me?
— DC
DC, what exactly do you
mean by, ‘obviously he
doesn’t feel the same way
about me’? King
Ajatashatru was told by his
cousin Swati, (no relation to
the snacks), that she loved
him. Ajastashatru was so
angry with this confession,
that he had Swati wear a
bucket on her head on
weekends, and quickly
married her off to the
visiting Persian King —
King Rustom, The Slow.
(Rustom was a notorious
slow talker, who was
infamous for not finishing
a sentence). So if he’s
rejected you DC, then his
path is clear. Why humiliate
yourself, by trying to
keep him in your life
when he’s not interested?
Chances of him changing
his mind are less than
the Indian voter’s are
in 2019. The more you
try, generally the less
respect there is. I think
you should just move on.

emember those presocial media days where
finding a date was a
rather difficult task.
Meeting new people was not so
common. Gone are those days
where you needed a common
friend to get introdu
uced to a
guy/girl you like. Even
E
after
an introduction, it was
w not
really clear if he/sh
he wo
be impressed by you or
w
would want to know
which eventually le
e
facing rejections.
However, the rules
dating have clearly
changed, ever since
the online dating
trend hit the world..
From websites
o
to mobile applicatio
dating has a whole ne
n
look out these days wit
different dynamics to it a
tell you how.

R

these days due to dating apps.
People feel like they don’t fit or
that they may be not
acceptable within the larger
picture. Dr Aman Bhonsle,
psychosocial analyst and
relationship counsellor, says,
“On these apps, people put
perfectly manicured and
perfectl
nd

curated version
ns
their personalitty.
insecurity is tha
at if
someone is good
d enou
be part of this whole
w
da
ecosystem. These insecuri
nties about the
breed uncertain
future because people want
instant grat
gratification and
answers.”

HOPP
PING
PERIIENCE
rch
hing for a partner
be
ecome like an
in
ne shopping
erience. Bhonsle,
rees, and says, “On
app, you swipe
ht if you like the
rson, the way they
k and the way they
ent themselves.
e
swipe left if the
on iis not appealing
gh to
o you. It is like you
for the best deal, while
king for a product.”

BEING INSECURE

LOVE IS L
LOST

Reportedly, a lot of iinsecurity
it
has come onto the surface

O li ddating
Online
ti gives
i
a person
variety of options to choose from

Th id
The
idea off llove is no more
about something that

cknowledged the fact
hat you are attracted to
cch other. Meeting a
rsson for the first time
no
ow become less
warrd.”

ILTER
R OUT
People tend to move on quickly
on dating apps and websites
transcends boundaries like it
used to be earlier. “On apps,
love, as a concept, is all about
casual relationships that
perhaps lead to something
significant or fizzle all the
time. The concept of love has
got diluted because there are
more options out there,” adds
Bhonsle.

NO AWKWARD FIRST
DATES
Dating apps have changed the
dynamics of a first date. You
always see the person and
speak to them before deciding
to meet on a date. Neeta V
Shetty, psychotherapist,
Blissful Mind Therapy Centre,
says, “You don’t need to be shy
or fearful of rejection as you
know that both of you have

Dating a
apps have made it
easier fo
or people to get the
kind of m
match that they want.
Relationship counsellor,
Vishnu Modi says, “People on
dating apps go with
preconceived notions about
the kind of person they want.
There are filters for people to
search for a partner according
to their sexual orientation,
likes, dislikes, etc. So, looking
outside your area of interest is
no more important.”

MOVE ON
Sorting out disagreements or
arguments is not among the
important factors on dating
apps. Relationship expert,
Riddhish K Maru says,
“People on dating apps have
too many options to bother
about sorting issues. May be,
they will try a few times, and
eventually give up.”
n

ht@htlive.com

Gayathri Menon
ndia is friendly. One can
form a friendship with
everyone around,” says
Australian director Glenn
Hayden, one of the many
foreigners who fell for the
country’s charm and its rich
culture. Subsequently, the
director moved base to India
and has been enchanted by it’s
aura, ever since. After creating
his own niche in the Indian
theatre circuit, for the past five
years, he is back with his latest
play, A Solitary Choice.

“I

Tell us about your new play?
The show is called A Solitary
Choice and has a wonderful
actor, Ramnika Dhillion Lobo.
The play is about a woman who
has to choose between what
society wants her to be like and
what she wants to do in life.
The theme is universal and has
around 16 shows planned
across the city. And of course,
with Ashley Lobo’s brilliant
choreography, it is already
beautiful in my head.

PHOTOS: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY
PURPOSE

A

WOMEN, ON THE
OTHER HAND, MIGHT
PRETEND TO BE A
LITTLE MORE
INTERESTED THAN
THEY ACTUALLY ARE.

Collin Rodrigues

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY

‘Young actors interested in fame over craft’

Men act
less
interested
in sex
than they
really are
ccording to a new study,
men act less interested in
sex than they are. This is
perhaps because of the
assumption that giving an
impression of wanting to have
sex with anyone, anytime, is
definitely not what most
women are looking for,
suggests new research.
“Men who are overly-eager
do not come across as
attractive,” said study coauthor, Leif Edward Ottesen
Kennair, Professor at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU).
The findings published in
the journal, Evolutionary
Behavioral Sciences, suggest
men and women’s real
intentions may be different
from the signals they send
each other.
For the study, researchers
collected two rounds of data
from students at NTNU. The
survey included questions
like when they last met with a
potential sexual partner, and
whether they eventually

Swiping right or left seals the fate of your date
these days, here’s how the online game has
changed the rules of dating

What were your expectations
when you set base in India?
When I first came to India, I had
no idea what to expect. I think
the media manipulates the way
India is as a country, and that
was really misleading. I didn’t
know what India would give me
as opposed to what the media
was showing me. But as soon as
I got here, I knew that this was
home for me. People are
extraordinarily thoughtful
here; there are so many
talented artists here. Also,
people come forward with art
for a good cause. So, all my false
expectations were dismantled.

Research states that men don’t show their interest in sex outrightly
ended up having sex.
Researchers found women
were much more likely to
have sex if they thought the
potential partner was
attractive.
The most important factor
in whether men had sex was
how many sexual partners
they have had previously.
This could contribute to their
being perceived as sexually
attractive and available.
“It’s really the same reason
for both men and women —
the man’s sex appeal — that
decides whether they end up

having sex,” Kennair said.
Men who reported being
the most interested in having
sex reduced their signals of
interest more. Women, on the
other hand, might pretend to
be a little more interested
than they actually are. “We
think this may be to keep the
man’s attention a little
longer,” Kennair said. Or
perhaps the strategy gives her
more opportunity to assess
the quality of the guy.
As long as the woman does
not seem to be excluding the
possibility of sex, men across

the
e board are wil g
time with her — and enabling
her to check out whether he is
a good choice.
“The exception to this
general sex difference is when
the woman is as interested as
the man. In this case, women
also pretend to show less
interest,” Kennair said.
Both men and women who
are truly interested in a
partner might be trying to
‘play it cool.’ In economic
terms, it’s about supply and
demand.

IANS

How different is Australian
theatre from Indian?
Actually, there are a lot of
similarities. In Australia, there
are a lot of people who want to
get into acting just like
Mumbai. I mean, you can get
out of a bus in Mumbai and say,
I am an actor. Many people are
making their own work,
making their own team and not
getting paid enough, which is
very similar to here as well.
The aim to bring out true art is
very common.
How was your childhood like? Any
influence you can recollect that
led you to theatre and stage?
I was always interested in arts,
right from school. I stumbled

PHOTO: AALOK SONI/HT

and ended up at the drama
court, and I joined them. I loved
it. Luckily, I had a very good
drama teacher, who
encouraged me to take up this
further. So, I started acting fullfledged and have not tried my
hand at anything else.

What made you pursue direction?
I started out as an actor and
had a fulfilling career as an
actor. Then in 1993, a friend of
mine invited me to direct a play
which shocked me a bit. I’d
never thought of directing a
play before. And then, I
realised that direction was
actually my preferred medium.
I liked being responsible for the
entire play — the acting,

production, costume,
everything.

Your greatest achievement?
I made a promise to myself
when I graduated that I’ll
always pay my own rent with
my art, which I have been
doing so far. So not borrowing
money for my basic needs till
today is my biggest
achievement.
Which book would you love to
make a play out of one day?
My favourite book is by Dhan
Gopal Mukerji. It is titled, GayNeck: The Story of a Pigeon,
which I would like to see as a
play or maybe direct it
someday. It is a beautiful story

I think the media
manipulates the way
India is as a country,
and that was really
misleading...But as
soon as I got here, I
knew that this was
home for me. People
are extraordinarily
thoughtful in here.
GLENN HAYDON ARTIST
about a young boy and his
pigeon and it will be interesting
to see it on stage.

What is the one thing you would
change about Indian theatre?
So many young people come to
me saying that they are actors.
And when I ask them what
have they done, and all they are
interested in is the fame
Bollywood offers. The
discipline or the craft doesn’t
seem to interest many. There is
much more to acting than just
movies. So, that is something I
would like to change about the
perception of theatre.
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble

Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry
boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the

V

STOP PRESS

KIN TAKE ALIA-KANGY
BATTLE FORWARD
he Twitter spat between
Kangana Ranaut’s sister
Rangoli Chandel and Alia
Bhatt’s mother Soni Razdan
continues after Rangoli
tweeted Soni has no right
to discuss Indian politics as
she isn’t a citizen. In a now
deleted tweet, Soni wrote:
“Mahesh Bhatt...has given
her a break…she goes on to
attack his wife and
daughter...Agenda ? What’s
hers … ?” To Rangoli’s
allegation that Mahesh
threw a ‘chappal’ at
Kangana during a film’s
premiere, Soni told
Pinkvilla: “I do not wish to
be drawn into this
madness.”
HTC

T

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

GAMEOF
BEARD

allure of the chic city
lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole
hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed

beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

Nikita Deb

them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported
beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n

manish.mishra1@hindustantimes.com

MORE ON THE VAN DYKE AND ITS VARIANTS
A Van Dyke is a style of facial
hair named after 17th-century

Flemish painter Anthony van
Dyck (1599–1641). A Van Dyke
comprises any growth of both a
moustache and goatee with all
hair on the cheeks shaven. This
style, though, has variants,
including a curled moustache
versus a non-curled one and a
soul patch versus none. Among
Hollywood stars who sport the
style include Robert Downey
Junior (in pic) and Pierce
Brosnan.

C

with it. I don’t know,” says
Sophie, who is engaged to
musician Joe Jonas.
Through the course of
the interview, the actor,
who will be soon seen in
Dark Phoenix, admits
that although she stills
suffers from mental
health problems, she
is in a better place,
thanks to
medication. “I’ve
suffered with my
depression for
five or six years
now. The biggest
challenge for me
is getting out of bed
and getting out of the
house. Learning to love
yourself is the biggest
challenge,” she says.
“I’m on medication
and I love myself now, or
more than I used to, I
think,” she adds, and
signs off by saying that
she would be taking a
break from the acting
world after Game of
Thrones ends this year,
and will focus on her
“mental health”.

HTC

“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER
that dream,” says Guru.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful

experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

Acting on stage excites me: Aahana Kumra
The actor talks
about her stint
in theatre and
her love for
the stage
Gayathri Menon

F

rom portraying the
innocent daughter of
Amitabh Bachchan in the
television series, Yudh at

the beginning of her career, to
playing the role of Priyanka
Gandhi in the political
biography film, The Accidental
Prime Minister, Aahana
Kumra has been proving her
mettle as an actor with every
film. The Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2017) actor is also
known for theatre plays such
as By George,
Arms And The
Man, and
Rebecca, to
name a few.
With her

latest play, Dekh Behan coming
up, the actor is back to the stage
and is excited about it.
About how she started this
journey she says, “Once I was
done with the schooling, I
joined a summer workshop at
Prithvi theatre. That’s when I
realised that I enjoyed theatre.
The high and adrenaline rush
you get from being on stage,
excites me as an
actor. Unlike
films, one
doesn’t
have to
wait for
the

audience reaction while
performing on stage.”
Remembering one of her
goof-ups during a performance,
Aahana says, “Once, while
performing By George,
directed by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah; actor), I
forgot my lines on stage. It was
just me and Faisal Rashid on
stage and we kept looking at
each other and my expressions
were such that he thought that
he had forgotten his lines. It
was really funny.”
Aahana believes that
Mumbai is a hub for theatre
lovers and gives a lot of
opportunities to upcoming
artistes. “Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity to many
actors who want to begin their
acting careers, and understand
the kind of artistes they are.
There’s always something
happening in Mumbai. I’m
glad that I got to start
my career in
theatre in
Bombay.”

SALMAN KHAN IS
FAMOUS FOR HIS
HUMILITY, SAYS
ZAHEER IQBAL

Criticism of Sansa Stark
pushed Sophie towards
suicidal thoughts
elebrities struggling with
depression and a feeling of
isolation isn’t an
uncommon phenomenon, and
the most recent star to open up
about going through mental
health issues is the 23-year-old
British actor Sophie Turner. In
a podcast interview with Dr
Phil, Sophie revealed that her
mental health deteriorated
following negative social media
comments for playing Sansa
Stark in Game of Thrones.
“I would just believe it. I’d
say, ‘Yeah, I am spotty. I am fat.
I am a bad actress.’ I would get
[the costume department] to
tighten my corset a lot. I just
got very, very self-conscious,”
she said during the podcast.
She joined the popular
fantasy show when she was 15
and began suffering from
depression since the age of 17.
Sophie recalls having
suicidal thoughts. “It’s weird. I
say I wasn’t very depressed
when I was younger, but I used
to think about suicide a lot. I
don’t know why though. Maybe
it’s just a weird fascination I
used to have, but yeah, I used to
think about it. I don’t think I
ever would have gone through

uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards

G

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.

Shreya Mukherjee
alman Khan has launched
many faces in Bollywood,
the latest being Zaheer
Iqbal, who recently made his
debut in Salman’s
production, Notebook. All
praise for his mentor, Zaheer
shares he has grown both
personally and professionally
under Salman’s guidance.
Interestingly, their association
goes back a long way. Zaheer’s
father and Salman are be
childhood friends and Zaheer
had assisted Salman’s younger
brother, actor-filmmaker
Sohail Khan, in Jai Ho (2014).
So Zaheer gets emotional
while talking about Salman.
“He has given me so much
advice, especially in the last six
years. But one thing I’d always
remember is when he told me,
‘Don’t let success go to your
head and don’t let failure go to
your heart’. He is so busy but
he still took out time for me and
my debut film. He would
minutely take note of every
detail and keep a check on
everything,” says Zaheer.
Not many know Zaheer was
offered a lot of “interesting
scripts” even when he was
training under Salman. “But
most times things did not work
out,” he says, adding, “I used to
get disappointed thinking
‘arrey yaar kitna achha script
tha. But Salman] bhai would
console me saying, ‘Your time
will come’. When it happened, I
could not have asked for more.”

S

PHOTO: DIA
DIPASUPIL/
GETTY
IMAGES/
AFP

Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity
to many actors who
want to begin their
acting careers and
understand the kind of
artistes they are.
AAHANA KUMRA, ACTOR
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

NNAEI
IVILL
EIUPPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

Rishabh Suri

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s film
career has finally taken off in
the right direction. While she
has been receiving offers for
different kinds of films, action
is one genre that remained
elusive to her, until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.

S

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA

n

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

HANNA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

A SOURCE

Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she
kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the
action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Ankita got good
reviews for her acting
in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional
scenes, she also got to
showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Ankita Lokhande’s next
to be an action film?

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Welcome at 1518
0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein

PHOTOS:HTCS

Caught
on
Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SOPHIECHOUDRY

Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

E

Fitness is the way of life for
celebrities, and in this
recent post, singer Sophie
Choudry showed us the
same. “Fitness isn’t a fad,
it’s a lifestyle and a lifelong
journey.. keep at it! And
remember FIT is the new
Skinny!” she wrote.

Shamita Shetty says she didn’t find a fit with most
offers that came her way after her Bollywood debut
Juhi Chakraborty
er much-publicised
debut with Mohabbatein
in 2000 did not really
translate into good work
in Bollywood. Though
Shamita Shetty went on to star
in a handful of films over the
years, she rues she could
never make a lasting impact in
the film industry and did not
get as many films as she would
have liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in
2017 and it was then that I
realised that I missed acting. I
didn’t get as many films as I

H

would have wanted to be a part
of,” shares Shamita, whose
last film was Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice
to them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for
almost two decades now, says
she holds no regrets about how
her career shaped up, as she
can’t do much about things
beyond her control. “I have
grown as a person. I am so
happy with all the experiences
that I have had – both good and

bad. It has made me a strong
person and made me what I am
today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality
shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with
anyone else, let alone my
sister. I have done an action
reality show. As and when
opportunities come my way, I
will take them up. There is no
planning as such,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

Aashka slams the naysayers
of supernatural shows
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aashka Goradia may
not have been seen on the
small screen for
a year-and-a-half, but now she
is finally returning to the
fiction space.
She tells us, “For me, it
(taking break) happened after
a very long time, after working
constantly for 17 years.”
“Taking one-and-a-half year
break was not big. I got
married, and feel blessed to
have this time on my hand to
enjoy work and my personal
life too.” She was away after
her marriage to Brent Goble in
December 2017.
Asked whether she is
satisfied with how things have
shaped up on the professional
front, Aashka says, “It’s
been very interesting. I got
to learn so much. Be it
comedy, the girl-nextdoor, mythological
queen, fantasy queen,
then doing non-fiction
reality shows, doing a
finance show… it was a
big bouquet!”
Her comeback
vehicle is a
supernatural show,
one among the many
on-screen already. And
she plays a positive role“queen of the seven
colours” is how she
describes it.
What does Aashka feel
about the criticism such shows
attract?
“We live in a highly
populated country, and there
are merely a few people
sitting in the metro, trying to
decide the trend, the taste of
content or entertainment,
which doesn’t justify the
numbers for advertisers.
The criticism doesn’t
stand [when compared
with] what is enjoyed by
the nation at that slot,”
she says.
Further adding
that one shouldn’t

A

restrict the writer’s
imagination, she says, “If it
was so bad, then the
storyteller’s imagination must
end there! Instead, it became
a trend. And when

something becomes a trend
and is widely enjoyed, there
is kind of little scope for
criticism. People are
having fun.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Who’s this
pretty little
girl?
Actor-host-singer Shibani
Dandekar posted this
photo of her younger
days and wrote, “Circa
1983 #mowgli in a lengha
#killingthatfashiongame
#thatbrowngirl”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIBANIDANDEKAR

QUOTE HANGER
IT (MARRIAGE)
IS NOT GOING TO
HAPPEN THIS
YEAR. I’M NOT
SAYING I WON’T
GET MARRIED
BUT NOT THIS
SOON. IF I’M
DOING ALL THESE
MOVIES, I NEED
TO FIND THE
RIGHT TIME FOR
THAT.

SOME AMOUNT
OF LEARNING
COMES WITH
EVERYTHING.
I HAVE
REALISED THAT
I LOVE BEING
ON A MOVIE
SET... MY
APPROACH
TOWARDS
WORK HAS
CHANGED.

VARUN DHAWAN,
ACTOR

ADITYA ROY
KAPUR, ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tara Sutaria’s
singing debut
Tara Sutaria, who is making
her acting debut alongside
Tiger Shroff, will now debut
as a singer. “Tara left
everyone surprised when

Aashka
Goradia

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/TARASUTARIA

she sang Lag Jaa Gaale at
the trailer launch of Student
Of The Year 2,” DNA quoted
a source as saying. The
source said Tara will sing a
romantic number picturised
on her, in a Milan Luthria
film, which is Ahan Shetty’s
debut vehicle, adding, “She
wants to cut an album in
future.”

FREEZE FRAME

Lucy Hale was seen in
Pretty Little Liars
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/LUCYHALE

LucyandLucasinSpikeLee’scivilrightsdrama
ctors Lucy Hale and
Lucas Till will be playing
the lead pair in the civil
rights drama, Son of the
South, to be executive
produced by filmmaker Spike
Lee.
The project, to be directed
by Barry Alexander Brown,
is an adaptation of The
Wrong Side of Murder Creek:
A White Southerner in the
Freedom Movement, the
autobiography of civil rights

A

activist Bob Zellner, reported
Variety.
Till, 28, will portray Zeller,
an Alabama native and
grandson of a Ku Klux Klan
member who is pulled into
the centre of the civil rights
movement in 1961. The actor
is best known for portraying
Havok in the X-Men films
First Class (2011) and Days of
Future Past (2014).
Hale, 29 — star of A
Cinderella Story: Once Upon

a Song — will play Zeller’s
girlfriend Carol Ann in the
film. The cast also includes
Lex Scott Davis, Julia
Ormond, Cedric the
Entertainer, Sharonne
Lanier, Brian Dennehy and
Chaka Forman.
Lee and Brown are
longtime collaborators,
having previously worked on
She’s Gotta Have It (1986), Do
the Right Thing (1989),
Malcolm X (1992), Inside Man

(2006) and the recent
BlacKkKlansman (2018). For
BlacKkKlansman, Lee won
an Academy Award for best
adapted screenplay, while
Brown had received a nod for
best editing.
Son of the South recently
started production in
Montgomery, Alabama. The
project will be produced by
Colin Bates, Eve Pomerance,
Bill Black, and Stan Erdreich.

PTI

Having a ball...with family

Lucas Till played Havok in two X-Men movies

PHOTO: NICK AGRO/AFP

Cricketer Robin Uthappa shared this photo with family
having food together and captioned it, “Namma chikka
loka!! Namma chokka loka!! #allthatmatters
#theuthappas #weknowwherewecomefrom
#weknowwhereourheartis #letgoletgod”. ‘Namma
chikka loka, Namma chokka loka’ means ‘Our little world
!! Our clean world’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ROBINAIYUDAUTHAPPA

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

htcity LIFESTYLE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
H
THURSDAY, A PRIL 18, 2019

‘Themoreyou,trygenerally
thelessrespectthereis’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am an 18-year-old boy and I
was in a relationship until a
year ago for five months. We
broke up and the reason, she
said was that her parents found
out about it. We are like best
friends now. However, I still
have feelings for her. I thought
of asking her out again. But I
am afraid that it will affect our
friendship. What should I do?
— JM
Why don’t you ask her
parents out first? Just
kidding JM, that was my
April first moment, which
due to election bandobast,
has affected me in the
second week of April! See,
the problem you are having
is similar to AAP’s problem
with the Congress. You are
AAP, and she’s the younger
members of Congress.
Sadly, the older members of
Congress don’t like you.
Most probably because you
wear a muffler, and cough
when someone else’s
speaking. What I mean is,
her parents may be a
problem, but why did she
give in to them, so quickly?
If she really likes you, she
should be searching for a
compromise, not a way out,
right? Does she need to
clarify her intensity towards
you? Or is she happy to use

the parents to avoid an
alliance with…..er……AAP?

I am a 25-year-old guy and I
am in a relationship with
another guy. We were going
steady for eight years. He is
from a conservative family and
so we never revealed our
relationship. However, now his
parents want him to get
married and he has agreed to
do so. He says that he still
wants me in his life even after
marriage. He wishes that I also
marry a girl and move next to
him. I really loved this guy and
cannot handle this. What
should I do?
— LP
Your friend needs to sell his
suggestion to a TV
production company. Ask
him to get in touch with me,
I know a few people. Oh, and
LP, how people thought that
all problems would cease
the moment article 377 gets
cancelled. People didn’t
reckon with article 377b, c, d
and e paragraph 2.0. Please
don’t be a complete idiot.
Being an idiot is fine, but
please, the world has no
place for complete idiots. At
least not during a general
election. By having
‘fraudulent’ marriages, you
are just imprisoning more
innocent people in your

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
selfish scheme. Tell your
friend to be gay and proud.
He’s really not showing you
or the movement any
respect by taking this
cowardly strategic route. As
Ching Long Sing said,
“Marriage is about
convenience, but this is
ridiculous”.

I am a 24-year-old woman. I
used to talk to a guy and we
spoke a few times and I fell for
him. A few days ago, I
confessed my feelings to him,
without having been in touch at
all for almost six months.
Obviously, he doesn’t feel the
same for me. Can I still get him
to know me?
— DC
DC, what exactly do you
mean by, ‘obviously he
doesn’t feel the same way
about me’? King
Ajatashatru was told by his
cousin Swati, (no relation to
the snacks), that she loved
him. Ajastashatru was so
angry with this confession,
that he had Swati wear a
bucket on her head on
weekends, and quickly
married her off to the
visiting Persian King —
King Rustom, The Slow.
(Rustom was a notorious
slow talker, who was
infamous for not finishing
a sentence). So if he’s
rejected you DC, then his
path is clear. Why humiliate
yourself, by trying to
keep him in your life
when he’s not interested?
Chances of him changing
his mind are less than
the Indian voter’s are
in 2019. The more you
try, generally the less
respect there is. I think
you should just move on.

emember those presocial media days where
finding a date was a
rather difficult task.
Meeting new people was not so
common. Gone are those days
where you needed a common
friend to get introdu
uced to a
guy/girl you like. Even
E
after
an introduction, it was
w not
really clear if he/sh
he wo
be impressed by you or
w
would want to know
which eventually le
e
facing rejections.
However, the rules
dating have clearly
changed, ever since
the online dating
trend hit the world..
From websites
o
to mobile applicatio
dating has a whole ne
n
look out these days wit
different dynamics to it a
tell you how.

R

these days due to dating apps.
People feel like they don’t fit or
that they may be not
acceptable within the larger
picture. Dr Aman Bhonsle,
psychosocial analyst and
relationship counsellor, says,
“On these apps, people put
perfectly manicured and
perfectl
nd

curated version
ns
their personalitty.
insecurity is tha
at if
someone is good
d enou
be part of this whole
w
da
ecosystem. These insecuri
nties about the
breed uncertain
future because people want
instant grat
gratification and
answers.”

HOPP
PING
PERIIENCE
rch
hing for a partner
be
ecome like an
in
ne shopping
erience. Bhonsle,
rees, and says, “On
app, you swipe
ht if you like the
rson, the way they
k and the way they
ent themselves.
e
swipe left if the
on iis not appealing
gh to
o you. It is like you
for the best deal, while
king for a product.”

BEING INSECURE

LOVE IS L
LOST

Reportedly, a lot of iinsecurity
it
has come onto the surface

O li ddating
Online
ti gives
i
a person
variety of options to choose from

Th id
The
idea off llove is no more
about something that

cknowledged the fact
hat you are attracted to
cch other. Meeting a
rsson for the first time
no
ow become less
warrd.”

ILTER
R OUT
People tend to move on quickly
on dating apps and websites
transcends boundaries like it
used to be earlier. “On apps,
love, as a concept, is all about
casual relationships that
perhaps lead to something
significant or fizzle all the
time. The concept of love has
got diluted because there are
more options out there,” adds
Bhonsle.

NO AWKWARD FIRST
DATES
Dating apps have changed the
dynamics of a first date. You
always see the person and
speak to them before deciding
to meet on a date. Neeta V
Shetty, psychotherapist,
Blissful Mind Therapy Centre,
says, “You don’t need to be shy
or fearful of rejection as you
know that both of you have

Dating a
apps have made it
easier fo
or people to get the
kind of m
match that they want.
Relationship counsellor,
Vishnu Modi says, “People on
dating apps go with
preconceived notions about
the kind of person they want.
There are filters for people to
search for a partner according
to their sexual orientation,
likes, dislikes, etc. So, looking
outside your area of interest is
no more important.”

MOVE ON
Sorting out disagreements or
arguments is not among the
important factors on dating
apps. Relationship expert,
Riddhish K Maru says,
“People on dating apps have
too many options to bother
about sorting issues. May be,
they will try a few times, and
eventually give up.”
n

ht@htlive.com

Gayathri Menon
ndia is friendly. One can
form a friendship with
everyone around,” says
Australian director Glenn
Hayden, one of the many
foreigners who fell for the
country’s charm and its rich
culture. Subsequently, the
director moved base to India
and has been enchanted by it’s
aura, ever since. After creating
his own niche in the Indian
theatre circuit, for the past five
years, he is back with his latest
play, A Solitary Choice.

“I

Tell us about your new play?
The show is called A Solitary
Choice and has a wonderful
actor, Ramnika Dhillion Lobo.
The play is about a woman who
has to choose between what
society wants her to be like and
what she wants to do in life.
The theme is universal and has
around 16 shows planned
across the city. And of course,
with Ashley Lobo’s brilliant
choreography, it is already
beautiful in my head.

PHOTOS: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY
PURPOSE

A

WOMEN, ON THE
OTHER HAND, MIGHT
PRETEND TO BE A
LITTLE MORE
INTERESTED THAN
THEY ACTUALLY ARE.

Collin Rodrigues

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY

‘Young actors interested in fame over craft’

Men act
less
interested
in sex
than they
really are
ccording to a new study,
men act less interested in
sex than they are. This is
perhaps because of the
assumption that giving an
impression of wanting to have
sex with anyone, anytime, is
definitely not what most
women are looking for,
suggests new research.
“Men who are overly-eager
do not come across as
attractive,” said study coauthor, Leif Edward Ottesen
Kennair, Professor at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU).
The findings published in
the journal, Evolutionary
Behavioral Sciences, suggest
men and women’s real
intentions may be different
from the signals they send
each other.
For the study, researchers
collected two rounds of data
from students at NTNU. The
survey included questions
like when they last met with a
potential sexual partner, and
whether they eventually

Swiping right or left seals the fate of your date
these days, here’s how the online game has
changed the rules of dating

What were your expectations
when you set base in India?
When I first came to India, I had
no idea what to expect. I think
the media manipulates the way
India is as a country, and that
was really misleading. I didn’t
know what India would give me
as opposed to what the media
was showing me. But as soon as
I got here, I knew that this was
home for me. People are
extraordinarily thoughtful
here; there are so many
talented artists here. Also,
people come forward with art
for a good cause. So, all my false
expectations were dismantled.

Research states that men don’t show their interest in sex outrightly
ended up having sex.
Researchers found women
were much more likely to
have sex if they thought the
potential partner was
attractive.
The most important factor
in whether men had sex was
how many sexual partners
they have had previously.
This could contribute to their
being perceived as sexually
attractive and available.
“It’s really the same reason
for both men and women —
the man’s sex appeal — that
decides whether they end up

having sex,” Kennair said.
Men who reported being
the most interested in having
sex reduced their signals of
interest more. Women, on the
other hand, might pretend to
be a little more interested
than they actually are. “We
think this may be to keep the
man’s attention a little
longer,” Kennair said. Or
perhaps the strategy gives her
more opportunity to assess
the quality of the guy.
As long as the woman does
not seem to be excluding the
possibility of sex, men across

the
e board are wil g
time with her — and enabling
her to check out whether he is
a good choice.
“The exception to this
general sex difference is when
the woman is as interested as
the man. In this case, women
also pretend to show less
interest,” Kennair said.
Both men and women who
are truly interested in a
partner might be trying to
‘play it cool.’ In economic
terms, it’s about supply and
demand.

IANS

How different is Australian
theatre from Indian?
Actually, there are a lot of
similarities. In Australia, there
are a lot of people who want to
get into acting just like
Mumbai. I mean, you can get
out of a bus in Mumbai and say,
I am an actor. Many people are
making their own work,
making their own team and not
getting paid enough, which is
very similar to here as well.
The aim to bring out true art is
very common.
How was your childhood like? Any
influence you can recollect that
led you to theatre and stage?
I was always interested in arts,
right from school. I stumbled

PHOTO: AALOK SONI/HT

and ended up at the drama
court, and I joined them. I loved
it. Luckily, I had a very good
drama teacher, who
encouraged me to take up this
further. So, I started acting fullfledged and have not tried my
hand at anything else.

What made you pursue direction?
I started out as an actor and
had a fulfilling career as an
actor. Then in 1993, a friend of
mine invited me to direct a play
which shocked me a bit. I’d
never thought of directing a
play before. And then, I
realised that direction was
actually my preferred medium.
I liked being responsible for the
entire play — the acting,

production, costume,
everything.

Your greatest achievement?
I made a promise to myself
when I graduated that I’ll
always pay my own rent with
my art, which I have been
doing so far. So not borrowing
money for my basic needs till
today is my biggest
achievement.
Which book would you love to
make a play out of one day?
My favourite book is by Dhan
Gopal Mukerji. It is titled, GayNeck: The Story of a Pigeon,
which I would like to see as a
play or maybe direct it
someday. It is a beautiful story

I think the media
manipulates the way
India is as a country,
and that was really
misleading...But as
soon as I got here, I
knew that this was
home for me. People
are extraordinarily
thoughtful in here.
GLENN HAYDON ARTIST
about a young boy and his
pigeon and it will be interesting
to see it on stage.

What is the one thing you would
change about Indian theatre?
So many young people come to
me saying that they are actors.
And when I ask them what
have they done, and all they are
interested in is the fame
Bollywood offers. The
discipline or the craft doesn’t
seem to interest many. There is
much more to acting than just
movies. So, that is something I
would like to change about the
perception of theatre.
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble

Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry
boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the

V

STOP PRESS

KIN TAKE ALIA-KANGY
BATTLE FORWARD
he Twitter spat between
Kangana Ranaut’s sister
Rangoli Chandel and Alia
Bhatt’s mother Soni Razdan
continues after Rangoli
tweeted Soni has no right
to discuss Indian politics as
she isn’t a citizen. In a now
deleted tweet, Soni wrote:
“Mahesh Bhatt...has given
her a break…she goes on to
attack his wife and
daughter...Agenda ? What’s
hers … ?” To Rangoli’s
allegation that Mahesh
threw a ‘chappal’ at
Kangana during a film’s
premiere, Soni told
Pinkvilla: “I do not wish to
be drawn into this
madness.”
HTC

T

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

GAMEOF
BEARD

allure of the chic city
lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole
hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed

beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

Nikita Deb

them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported
beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n

manish.mishra1@hindustantimes.com

MORE ON THE VAN DYKE AND ITS VARIANTS
A Van Dyke is a style of facial
hair named after 17th-century

Flemish painter Anthony van
Dyck (1599–1641). A Van Dyke
comprises any growth of both a
moustache and goatee with all
hair on the cheeks shaven. This
style, though, has variants,
including a curled moustache
versus a non-curled one and a
soul patch versus none. Among
Hollywood stars who sport the
style include Robert Downey
Junior (in pic) and Pierce
Brosnan.

C

with it. I don’t know,” says
Sophie, who is engaged to
musician Joe Jonas.
Through the course of
the interview, the actor,
who will be soon seen in
Dark Phoenix, admits
that although she stills
suffers from mental
health problems, she
is in a better place,
thanks to
medication. “I’ve
suffered with my
depression for
five or six years
now. The biggest
challenge for me
is getting out of bed
and getting out of the
house. Learning to love
yourself is the biggest
challenge,” she says.
“I’m on medication
and I love myself now, or
more than I used to, I
think,” she adds, and
signs off by saying that
she would be taking a
break from the acting
world after Game of
Thrones ends this year,
and will focus on her
“mental health”.

HTC

“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER
that dream,” says Guru.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful

experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

Acting on stage excites me: Aahana Kumra
The actor talks
about her stint
in theatre and
her love for
the stage
Gayathri Menon

F

rom portraying the
innocent daughter of
Amitabh Bachchan in the
television series, Yudh at

the beginning of her career, to
playing the role of Priyanka
Gandhi in the political
biography film, The Accidental
Prime Minister, Aahana
Kumra has been proving her
mettle as an actor with every
film. The Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2017) actor is also
known for theatre plays such
as By George,
Arms And The
Man, and
Rebecca, to
name a few.
With her

latest play, Dekh Behan coming
up, the actor is back to the stage
and is excited about it.
About how she started this
journey she says, “Once I was
done with the schooling, I
joined a summer workshop at
Prithvi theatre. That’s when I
realised that I enjoyed theatre.
The high and adrenaline rush
you get from being on stage,
excites me as an
actor. Unlike
films, one
doesn’t
have to
wait for
the

audience reaction while
performing on stage.”
Remembering one of her
goof-ups during a performance,
Aahana says, “Once, while
performing By George,
directed by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah; actor), I
forgot my lines on stage. It was
just me and Faisal Rashid on
stage and we kept looking at
each other and my expressions
were such that he thought that
he had forgotten his lines. It
was really funny.”
Aahana believes that
Mumbai is a hub for theatre
lovers and gives a lot of
opportunities to upcoming
artistes. “Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity to many
actors who want to begin their
acting careers, and understand
the kind of artistes they are.
There’s always something
happening in Mumbai. I’m
glad that I got to start
my career in
theatre in
Bombay.”

SALMAN KHAN IS
FAMOUS FOR HIS
HUMILITY, SAYS
ZAHEER IQBAL

Criticism of Sansa Stark
pushed Sophie towards
suicidal thoughts
elebrities struggling with
depression and a feeling of
isolation isn’t an
uncommon phenomenon, and
the most recent star to open up
about going through mental
health issues is the 23-year-old
British actor Sophie Turner. In
a podcast interview with Dr
Phil, Sophie revealed that her
mental health deteriorated
following negative social media
comments for playing Sansa
Stark in Game of Thrones.
“I would just believe it. I’d
say, ‘Yeah, I am spotty. I am fat.
I am a bad actress.’ I would get
[the costume department] to
tighten my corset a lot. I just
got very, very self-conscious,”
she said during the podcast.
She joined the popular
fantasy show when she was 15
and began suffering from
depression since the age of 17.
Sophie recalls having
suicidal thoughts. “It’s weird. I
say I wasn’t very depressed
when I was younger, but I used
to think about suicide a lot. I
don’t know why though. Maybe
it’s just a weird fascination I
used to have, but yeah, I used to
think about it. I don’t think I
ever would have gone through

uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards

G

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.

Shreya Mukherjee
alman Khan has launched
many faces in Bollywood,
the latest being Zaheer
Iqbal, who recently made his
debut in Salman’s
production, Notebook. All
praise for his mentor, Zaheer
shares he has grown both
personally and professionally
under Salman’s guidance.
Interestingly, their association
goes back a long way. Zaheer’s
father and Salman are be
childhood friends and Zaheer
had assisted Salman’s younger
brother, actor-filmmaker
Sohail Khan, in Jai Ho (2014).
So Zaheer gets emotional
while talking about Salman.
“He has given me so much
advice, especially in the last six
years. But one thing I’d always
remember is when he told me,
‘Don’t let success go to your
head and don’t let failure go to
your heart’. He is so busy but
he still took out time for me and
my debut film. He would
minutely take note of every
detail and keep a check on
everything,” says Zaheer.
Not many know Zaheer was
offered a lot of “interesting
scripts” even when he was
training under Salman. “But
most times things did not work
out,” he says, adding, “I used to
get disappointed thinking
‘arrey yaar kitna achha script
tha. But Salman] bhai would
console me saying, ‘Your time
will come’. When it happened, I
could not have asked for more.”

S

PHOTO: DIA
DIPASUPIL/
GETTY
IMAGES/
AFP

Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity
to many actors who
want to begin their
acting careers and
understand the kind of
artistes they are.
AAHANA KUMRA, ACTOR
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

NNAEI
IVILL
EIUPPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

Rishabh Suri

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s film
career has finally taken off in
the right direction. While she
has been receiving offers for
different kinds of films, action
is one genre that remained
elusive to her, until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.

S

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA

n

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

HANNA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

A SOURCE

Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she
kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the
action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Ankita got good
reviews for her acting
in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional
scenes, she also got to
showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Ankita Lokhande’s next
to be an action film?

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Welcome at 1518
0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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Entertainment & Promotional Features
Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein

PHOTOS:HTCS

Caught
on
Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SOPHIECHOUDRY

Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

E

Fitness is the way of life for
celebrities, and in this
recent post, singer Sophie
Choudry showed us the
same. “Fitness isn’t a fad,
it’s a lifestyle and a lifelong
journey.. keep at it! And
remember FIT is the new
Skinny!” she wrote.

Shamita Shetty says she didn’t find a fit with most
offers that came her way after her Bollywood debut
Juhi Chakraborty
er much-publicised
debut with Mohabbatein
in 2000 did not really
translate into good work
in Bollywood. Though
Shamita Shetty went on to star
in a handful of films over the
years, she rues she could
never make a lasting impact in
the film industry and did not
get as many films as she would
have liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in
2017 and it was then that I
realised that I missed acting. I
didn’t get as many films as I

H

would have wanted to be a part
of,” shares Shamita, whose
last film was Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice
to them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for
almost two decades now, says
she holds no regrets about how
her career shaped up, as she
can’t do much about things
beyond her control. “I have
grown as a person. I am so
happy with all the experiences
that I have had – both good and

bad. It has made me a strong
person and made me what I am
today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality
shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with
anyone else, let alone my
sister. I have done an action
reality show. As and when
opportunities come my way, I
will take them up. There is no
planning as such,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

Aashka slams the naysayers
of supernatural shows
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aashka Goradia may
not have been seen on the
small screen for
a year-and-a-half, but now she
is finally returning to the
fiction space.
She tells us, “For me, it
(taking break) happened after
a very long time, after working
constantly for 17 years.”
“Taking one-and-a-half year
break was not big. I got
married, and feel blessed to
have this time on my hand to
enjoy work and my personal
life too.” She was away after
her marriage to Brent Goble in
December 2017.
Asked whether she is
satisfied with how things have
shaped up on the professional
front, Aashka says, “It’s
been very interesting. I got
to learn so much. Be it
comedy, the girl-nextdoor, mythological
queen, fantasy queen,
then doing non-fiction
reality shows, doing a
finance show… it was a
big bouquet!”
Her comeback
vehicle is a
supernatural show,
one among the many
on-screen already. And
she plays a positive role“queen of the seven
colours” is how she
describes it.
What does Aashka feel
about the criticism such shows
attract?
“We live in a highly
populated country, and there
are merely a few people
sitting in the metro, trying to
decide the trend, the taste of
content or entertainment,
which doesn’t justify the
numbers for advertisers.
The criticism doesn’t
stand [when compared
with] what is enjoyed by
the nation at that slot,”
she says.
Further adding
that one shouldn’t

A

restrict the writer’s
imagination, she says, “If it
was so bad, then the
storyteller’s imagination must
end there! Instead, it became
a trend. And when

something becomes a trend
and is widely enjoyed, there
is kind of little scope for
criticism. People are
having fun.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Who’s this
pretty little
girl?
Actor-host-singer Shibani
Dandekar posted this
photo of her younger
days and wrote, “Circa
1983 #mowgli in a lengha
#killingthatfashiongame
#thatbrowngirl”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
SHIBANIDANDEKAR

QUOTE HANGER
IT (MARRIAGE)
IS NOT GOING TO
HAPPEN THIS
YEAR. I’M NOT
SAYING I WON’T
GET MARRIED
BUT NOT THIS
SOON. IF I’M
DOING ALL THESE
MOVIES, I NEED
TO FIND THE
RIGHT TIME FOR
THAT.

SOME AMOUNT
OF LEARNING
COMES WITH
EVERYTHING.
I HAVE
REALISED THAT
I LOVE BEING
ON A MOVIE
SET... MY
APPROACH
TOWARDS
WORK HAS
CHANGED.

VARUN DHAWAN,
ACTOR

ADITYA ROY
KAPUR, ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tara Sutaria’s
singing debut
Tara Sutaria, who is making
her acting debut alongside
Tiger Shroff, will now debut
as a singer. “Tara left
everyone surprised when

Aashka
Goradia

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/TARASUTARIA

she sang Lag Jaa Gaale at
the trailer launch of Student
Of The Year 2,” DNA quoted
a source as saying. The
source said Tara will sing a
romantic number picturised
on her, in a Milan Luthria
film, which is Ahan Shetty’s
debut vehicle, adding, “She
wants to cut an album in
future.”

FREEZE FRAME

Lucy Hale was seen in
Pretty Little Liars
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/LUCYHALE

LucyandLucasinSpikeLee’scivilrightsdrama
ctors Lucy Hale and
Lucas Till will be playing
the lead pair in the civil
rights drama, Son of the
South, to be executive
produced by filmmaker Spike
Lee.
The project, to be directed
by Barry Alexander Brown,
is an adaptation of The
Wrong Side of Murder Creek:
A White Southerner in the
Freedom Movement, the
autobiography of civil rights

A

activist Bob Zellner, reported
Variety.
Till, 28, will portray Zeller,
an Alabama native and
grandson of a Ku Klux Klan
member who is pulled into
the centre of the civil rights
movement in 1961. The actor
is best known for portraying
Havok in the X-Men films
First Class (2011) and Days of
Future Past (2014).
Hale, 29 — star of A
Cinderella Story: Once Upon

a Song — will play Zeller’s
girlfriend Carol Ann in the
film. The cast also includes
Lex Scott Davis, Julia
Ormond, Cedric the
Entertainer, Sharonne
Lanier, Brian Dennehy and
Chaka Forman.
Lee and Brown are
longtime collaborators,
having previously worked on
She’s Gotta Have It (1986), Do
the Right Thing (1989),
Malcolm X (1992), Inside Man

(2006) and the recent
BlacKkKlansman (2018). For
BlacKkKlansman, Lee won
an Academy Award for best
adapted screenplay, while
Brown had received a nod for
best editing.
Son of the South recently
started production in
Montgomery, Alabama. The
project will be produced by
Colin Bates, Eve Pomerance,
Bill Black, and Stan Erdreich.

PTI

Having a ball...with family

Lucas Till played Havok in two X-Men movies

PHOTO: NICK AGRO/AFP

Cricketer Robin Uthappa shared this photo with family
having food together and captioned it, “Namma chikka
loka!! Namma chokka loka!! #allthatmatters
#theuthappas #weknowwherewecomefrom
#weknowwhereourheartis #letgoletgod”. ‘Namma
chikka loka, Namma chokka loka’ means ‘Our little world
!! Our clean world’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ROBINAIYUDAUTHAPPA
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‘Themoreyou,trygenerally
thelessrespectthereis’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am an 18-year-old boy and I
was in a relationship until a
year ago for five months. We
broke up and the reason, she
said was that her parents found
out about it. We are like best
friends now. However, I still
have feelings for her. I thought
of asking her out again. But I
am afraid that it will affect our
friendship. What should I do?
— JM
Why don’t you ask her
parents out first? Just
kidding JM, that was my
April first moment, which
due to election bandobast,
has affected me in the
second week of April! See,
the problem you are having
is similar to AAP’s problem
with the Congress. You are
AAP, and she’s the younger
members of Congress.
Sadly, the older members of
Congress don’t like you.
Most probably because you
wear a muffler, and cough
when someone else’s
speaking. What I mean is,
her parents may be a
problem, but why did she
give in to them, so quickly?
If she really likes you, she
should be searching for a
compromise, not a way out,
right? Does she need to
clarify her intensity towards
you? Or is she happy to use

the parents to avoid an
alliance with…..er……AAP?

I am a 25-year-old guy and I
am in a relationship with
another guy. We were going
steady for eight years. He is
from a conservative family and
so we never revealed our
relationship. However, now his
parents want him to get
married and he has agreed to
do so. He says that he still
wants me in his life even after
marriage. He wishes that I also
marry a girl and move next to
him. I really loved this guy and
cannot handle this. What
should I do?
— LP
Your friend needs to sell his
suggestion to a TV
production company. Ask
him to get in touch with me,
I know a few people. Oh, and
LP, how people thought that
all problems would cease
the moment article 377 gets
cancelled. People didn’t
reckon with article 377b, c, d
and e paragraph 2.0. Please
don’t be a complete idiot.
Being an idiot is fine, but
please, the world has no
place for complete idiots. At
least not during a general
election. By having
‘fraudulent’ marriages, you
are just imprisoning more
innocent people in your

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
selfish scheme. Tell your
friend to be gay and proud.
He’s really not showing you
or the movement any
respect by taking this
cowardly strategic route. As
Ching Long Sing said,
“Marriage is about
convenience, but this is
ridiculous”.

I am a 24-year-old woman. I
used to talk to a guy and we
spoke a few times and I fell for
him. A few days ago, I
confessed my feelings to him,
without having been in touch at
all for almost six months.
Obviously, he doesn’t feel the
same for me. Can I still get him
to know me?
— DC
DC, what exactly do you
mean by, ‘obviously he
doesn’t feel the same way
about me’? King
Ajatashatru was told by his
cousin Swati, (no relation to
the snacks), that she loved
him. Ajastashatru was so
angry with this confession,
that he had Swati wear a
bucket on her head on
weekends, and quickly
married her off to the
visiting Persian King —
King Rustom, The Slow.
(Rustom was a notorious
slow talker, who was
infamous for not finishing
a sentence). So if he’s
rejected you DC, then his
path is clear. Why humiliate
yourself, by trying to
keep him in your life
when he’s not interested?
Chances of him changing
his mind are less than
the Indian voter’s are
in 2019. The more you
try, generally the less
respect there is. I think
you should just move on.

emember those presocial media days where
finding a date was a
rather difficult task.
Meeting new people was not so
common. Gone are those days
where you needed a common
friend to get introdu
uced to a
guy/girl you like. Even
E
after
an introduction, it was
w not
really clear if he/sh
he wo
be impressed by you or
w
would want to know
which eventually le
e
facing rejections.
However, the rules
dating have clearly
changed, ever since
the online dating
trend hit the world..
From websites
o
to mobile applicatio
dating has a whole ne
n
look out these days wit
different dynamics to it a
tell you how.

R

these days due to dating apps.
People feel like they don’t fit or
that they may be not
acceptable within the larger
picture. Dr Aman Bhonsle,
psychosocial analyst and
relationship counsellor, says,
“On these apps, people put
perfectly manicured and
perfectl
nd

curated version
ns
their personalitty.
insecurity is tha
at if
someone is good
d enou
be part of this whole
w
da
ecosystem. These insecuri
nties about the
breed uncertain
future because people want
instant grat
gratification and
answers.”

HOPP
PING
PERIIENCE
rch
hing for a partner
be
ecome like an
in
ne shopping
erience. Bhonsle,
rees, and says, “On
app, you swipe
ht if you like the
rson, the way they
k and the way they
ent themselves.
e
swipe left if the
on iis not appealing
gh to
o you. It is like you
for the best deal, while
king for a product.”

BEING INSECURE

LOVE IS L
LOST

Reportedly, a lot of iinsecurity
it
has come onto the surface

O li ddating
Online
ti gives
i
a person
variety of options to choose from

Th id
The
idea off llove is no more
about something that

cknowledged the fact
hat you are attracted to
cch other. Meeting a
rsson for the first time
no
ow become less
warrd.”

ILTER
R OUT
People tend to move on quickly
on dating apps and websites
transcends boundaries like it
used to be earlier. “On apps,
love, as a concept, is all about
casual relationships that
perhaps lead to something
significant or fizzle all the
time. The concept of love has
got diluted because there are
more options out there,” adds
Bhonsle.

NO AWKWARD FIRST
DATES
Dating apps have changed the
dynamics of a first date. You
always see the person and
speak to them before deciding
to meet on a date. Neeta V
Shetty, psychotherapist,
Blissful Mind Therapy Centre,
says, “You don’t need to be shy
or fearful of rejection as you
know that both of you have

Dating a
apps have made it
easier fo
or people to get the
kind of m
match that they want.
Relationship counsellor,
Vishnu Modi says, “People on
dating apps go with
preconceived notions about
the kind of person they want.
There are filters for people to
search for a partner according
to their sexual orientation,
likes, dislikes, etc. So, looking
outside your area of interest is
no more important.”

MOVE ON
Sorting out disagreements or
arguments is not among the
important factors on dating
apps. Relationship expert,
Riddhish K Maru says,
“People on dating apps have
too many options to bother
about sorting issues. May be,
they will try a few times, and
eventually give up.”
n

ht@htlive.com

Gayathri Menon
ndia is friendly. One can
form a friendship with
everyone around,” says
Australian director Glenn
Hayden, one of the many
foreigners who fell for the
country’s charm and its rich
culture. Subsequently, the
director moved base to India
and has been enchanted by it’s
aura, ever since. After creating
his own niche in the Indian
theatre circuit, for the past five
years, he is back with his latest
play, A Solitary Choice.

“I

Tell us about your new play?
The show is called A Solitary
Choice and has a wonderful
actor, Ramnika Dhillion Lobo.
The play is about a woman who
has to choose between what
society wants her to be like and
what she wants to do in life.
The theme is universal and has
around 16 shows planned
across the city. And of course,
with Ashley Lobo’s brilliant
choreography, it is already
beautiful in my head.

PHOTOS: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY
PURPOSE

A

WOMEN, ON THE
OTHER HAND, MIGHT
PRETEND TO BE A
LITTLE MORE
INTERESTED THAN
THEY ACTUALLY ARE.

Collin Rodrigues

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY

‘Young actors interested in fame over craft’

Men act
less
interested
in sex
than they
really are
ccording to a new study,
men act less interested in
sex than they are. This is
perhaps because of the
assumption that giving an
impression of wanting to have
sex with anyone, anytime, is
definitely not what most
women are looking for,
suggests new research.
“Men who are overly-eager
do not come across as
attractive,” said study coauthor, Leif Edward Ottesen
Kennair, Professor at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU).
The findings published in
the journal, Evolutionary
Behavioral Sciences, suggest
men and women’s real
intentions may be different
from the signals they send
each other.
For the study, researchers
collected two rounds of data
from students at NTNU. The
survey included questions
like when they last met with a
potential sexual partner, and
whether they eventually

Swiping right or left seals the fate of your date
these days, here’s how the online game has
changed the rules of dating

What were your expectations
when you set base in India?
When I first came to India, I had
no idea what to expect. I think
the media manipulates the way
India is as a country, and that
was really misleading. I didn’t
know what India would give me
as opposed to what the media
was showing me. But as soon as
I got here, I knew that this was
home for me. People are
extraordinarily thoughtful
here; there are so many
talented artists here. Also,
people come forward with art
for a good cause. So, all my false
expectations were dismantled.

Research states that men don’t show their interest in sex outrightly
ended up having sex.
Researchers found women
were much more likely to
have sex if they thought the
potential partner was
attractive.
The most important factor
in whether men had sex was
how many sexual partners
they have had previously.
This could contribute to their
being perceived as sexually
attractive and available.
“It’s really the same reason
for both men and women —
the man’s sex appeal — that
decides whether they end up

having sex,” Kennair said.
Men who reported being
the most interested in having
sex reduced their signals of
interest more. Women, on the
other hand, might pretend to
be a little more interested
than they actually are. “We
think this may be to keep the
man’s attention a little
longer,” Kennair said. Or
perhaps the strategy gives her
more opportunity to assess
the quality of the guy.
As long as the woman does
not seem to be excluding the
possibility of sex, men across

the
e board are wil g
time with her — and enabling
her to check out whether he is
a good choice.
“The exception to this
general sex difference is when
the woman is as interested as
the man. In this case, women
also pretend to show less
interest,” Kennair said.
Both men and women who
are truly interested in a
partner might be trying to
‘play it cool.’ In economic
terms, it’s about supply and
demand.

IANS

How different is Australian
theatre from Indian?
Actually, there are a lot of
similarities. In Australia, there
are a lot of people who want to
get into acting just like
Mumbai. I mean, you can get
out of a bus in Mumbai and say,
I am an actor. Many people are
making their own work,
making their own team and not
getting paid enough, which is
very similar to here as well.
The aim to bring out true art is
very common.
How was your childhood like? Any
influence you can recollect that
led you to theatre and stage?
I was always interested in arts,
right from school. I stumbled

PHOTO: AALOK SONI/HT

and ended up at the drama
court, and I joined them. I loved
it. Luckily, I had a very good
drama teacher, who
encouraged me to take up this
further. So, I started acting fullfledged and have not tried my
hand at anything else.

What made you pursue direction?
I started out as an actor and
had a fulfilling career as an
actor. Then in 1993, a friend of
mine invited me to direct a play
which shocked me a bit. I’d
never thought of directing a
play before. And then, I
realised that direction was
actually my preferred medium.
I liked being responsible for the
entire play — the acting,

production, costume,
everything.

Your greatest achievement?
I made a promise to myself
when I graduated that I’ll
always pay my own rent with
my art, which I have been
doing so far. So not borrowing
money for my basic needs till
today is my biggest
achievement.
Which book would you love to
make a play out of one day?
My favourite book is by Dhan
Gopal Mukerji. It is titled, GayNeck: The Story of a Pigeon,
which I would like to see as a
play or maybe direct it
someday. It is a beautiful story

I think the media
manipulates the way
India is as a country,
and that was really
misleading...But as
soon as I got here, I
knew that this was
home for me. People
are extraordinarily
thoughtful in here.
GLENN HAYDON ARTIST
about a young boy and his
pigeon and it will be interesting
to see it on stage.

What is the one thing you would
change about Indian theatre?
So many young people come to
me saying that they are actors.
And when I ask them what
have they done, and all they are
interested in is the fame
Bollywood offers. The
discipline or the craft doesn’t
seem to interest many. There is
much more to acting than just
movies. So, that is something I
would like to change about the
perception of theatre.
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble
Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry

V

GAMEOF
BEARD

boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the
allure of the chic city

lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole
hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed
beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi

MORE ON THE
VAN DYKE AND
ITS VARIANTS

observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of
them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

And the musician
is keen on future
projects with
more international
artistes
A Van Dyke is a style of
facial hair named after
17th-century Flemish
painter Anthony van Dyck
(1599–1641). A Van Dyke
comprises any growth of
both a moustache and
goatee with all hair on the
cheeks shaven. This style,
though, has variants,
including a curled
moustache versus a noncurled one and a soul
patch versus none. Among
Hollywood stars who
sport the style include
Robert Downey Junior (in
pic) and Pierce Brosnan.

beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n

manish.mishra1@hindustantimes.com

“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER

Nikita Deb
uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards
that dream,” says Guru.

G

Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful
experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.
n

nikita.deb@htlive.com
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

NNAEI
IVILL
EIUPPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

Rishabh Suri

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s film
career has finally taken off in
the right direction. While she
has been receiving offers for
different kinds of films, action
is one genre that remained
elusive to her, until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.

S

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
CHILLING ADVENTURES
OF SABRINA

n

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Synopsis: Magic and mischief
collide as half-human, halfwitch Sabrina navigates
between two worlds: mortal
teen life and her family’s
legacy, the Church of Night.
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel
Kinnaman, Esme Creed-Miles

HANNA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

A SOURCE

Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she
kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the
action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Starring: Kiernan Shipka, Ross
Lynch, Miranda Otto

2018 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Ankita got good
reviews for her acting
in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional
scenes, she also got to
showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Ankita Lokhande’s next
to be an action film?

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

Synopsis: An extraordinary
young girl raised in the forest
evades the relentless pursuit
of an off-book CIA agent and
tries to unearth her truth.
Starring: Sandeepa Dhar,
Shweta Gulati, Ranvir Shorey

FLIP
2019 |16+ | Short Stories

Synopsis: A series of four
short stories about occurrences
that cause a 180 degree
turnaround in the lives of the
people inhabiting that tale.

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Starring: Karan Kundrra,
Yogita Bihani, Akshay Dogra

DIL HI TOH HAI
2018 | 18+ | 2 Seasons

Synopsis: Rithwik’s life
revolves around work and
family, leaving no room for
love. Will a perfect son always
stay perfect?
Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Pankaj Tripathi, Madhurima Roy

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
2019 | 18+ | Season 1

Synopsis: Aditya, when he
wakes up with blood on his
hands after a one-night stand.
The evidence is stacked against
him. Is he guilty or not?

Welcome at 1518
0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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Entertainment & Promotional Features
Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein

PHOTOS:HTCS

Caught
on
Insta
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SOPHIECHOUDRY

Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

E

Fitness is the way of life for
celebrities, and in this
recent post, singer Sophie
Choudry showed us the
same. “Fitness isn’t a fad,
it’s a lifestyle and a lifelong
journey.. keep at it! And
remember FIT is the new
Skinny!” she wrote.

Shamita Shetty says she didn’t find a fit with most
offers that came her way after her Bollywood debut
Juhi Chakraborty
er much-publicised
debut with Mohabbatein
in 2000 did not really
translate into good work
in Bollywood. Though
Shamita Shetty went on to star
in a handful of films over the
years, she rues she could
never make a lasting impact in
the film industry and did not
get as many films as she would
have liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in
2017 and it was then that I
realised that I missed acting. I
didn’t get as many films as I

H

would have wanted to be a part
of,” shares Shamita, whose
last film was Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice
to them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for
almost two decades now, says
she holds no regrets about how
her career shaped up, as she
can’t do much about things
beyond her control. “I have
grown as a person. I am so
happy with all the experiences
that I have had – both good and

bad. It has made me a strong
person and made me what I am
today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality
shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with
anyone else, let alone my
sister. I have done an action
reality show. As and when
opportunities come my way, I
will take them up. There is no
planning as such,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

Aashka slams the naysayers
of supernatural shows
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aashka Goradia may
not have been seen on the
small screen for
a year-and-a-half, but now she
is finally returning to the
fiction space.
She tells us, “For me, it
(taking break) happened after
a very long time, after working
constantly for 17 years.”
“Taking one-and-a-half year
break was not big. I got
married, and feel blessed to
have this time on my hand to
enjoy work and my personal
life too.” She was away after
her marriage to Brent Goble in
December 2017.
Asked whether she is
satisfied with how things have
shaped up on the professional
front, Aashka says, “It’s
been very interesting. I got
to learn so much. Be it
comedy, the girl-nextdoor, mythological
queen, fantasy queen,
then doing non-fiction
reality shows, doing a
finance show… it was a
big bouquet!”
Her comeback
vehicle is a
supernatural show,
one among the many
on-screen already. And
she plays a positive role“queen of the seven
colours” is how she
describes it.
What does Aashka feel
about the criticism such shows
attract?
“We live in a highly
populated country, and there
are merely a few people
sitting in the metro, trying to
decide the trend, the taste of
content or entertainment,
which doesn’t justify the
numbers for advertisers.
The criticism doesn’t
stand [when compared
with] what is enjoyed by
the nation at that slot,”
she says.
Further adding
that one shouldn’t

A

restrict the writer’s
imagination, she says, “If it
was so bad, then the
storyteller’s imagination must
end there! Instead, it became
a trend. And when

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

something becomes a trend
and is widely enjoyed, there
is kind of little scope for
criticism. People are
having fun.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Who’s this pretty little girl?
Actor-host-singer Shibani Dandekar posted this photo of her
younger days and wrote, “Circa 1983 #mowgli in a lengha
#killingthatfashiongame #thatbrowngirl”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SHIBANIDANDEKAR

Aashka
Goradia

Lucy Hale was seen in
Pretty Little Liars
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/LUCYHALE

Lucy,LucasinSpikeLee’scivilrightsdrama
ctors Lucy Hale and
Lucas Till will be
playing the lead pair in
the civil rights drama, Son of
the South, to be executive
produced by filmmaker
Spike Lee.
The project, to be
directed by Barry Alexander
Brown, is an adaptation
of The Wrong Side of Murder
Creek: A White Southerner
in the Freedom Movement,
the autobiography of
civil rights activist Bob

A

Zellner, reported
Variety.
Till, 28, will portray
Zeller, an Alabama native
and grandson of a Ku
Klux Klan member who is
pulled into the centre of the
civil rights movement in
1961.
The actor is best known
for portraying Havok in the
X-Men films First Class
(2011) and Days of Future
Past (2014).
Hale, 29 — star of A

Cinderella Story: Once Upon
a Song — will play Zeller’s
girlfriend Carol Ann in the
film. The cast also includes
Lex Scott Davis, Julia
Ormond, Cedric the
Entertainer, Sharonne
Lanier, Brian Dennehy and
Chaka Forman.
Lee and Brown are
longtime collaborators,
having previously worked
on She’s Gotta Have It (1986),
Do the Right Thing (1989),
Malcolm X (1992), Inside

Man (2006) and the recent
BlacKkKlansman (2018). For
BlacKkKlansman, Lee won
an Academy Award for best
adapted screenplay, while
Brown had received a nod
for best editing.
Son of the South recently
started production in
Montgomery, Alabama. The
project will be produced by
Colin Bates, Eve Pomerance,
Bill Black, and Stan
Erdreich.

PTI

Lucas Till

PHOTO: NICK AGRO/AFP
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‘Themoreyou,trygenerally
thelessrespectthereis’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am an 18-year-old boy and I
was in a relationship until a
year ago for five months. We
broke up and the reason, she
said was that her parents found
out about it. We are like best
friends now. However, I still
have feelings for her. I thought
of asking her out again. But I
am afraid that it will affect our
friendship. What should I do?
— JM
Why don’t you ask her
parents out first? Just
kidding JM, that was my
April first moment, which
due to election bandobast,
has affected me in the
second week of April! See,
the problem you are having
is similar to AAP’s problem
with the Congress. You are
AAP, and she’s the younger
members of Congress.
Sadly, the older members of
Congress don’t like you.
Most probably because you
wear a muffler, and cough
when someone else’s
speaking. What I mean is,
her parents may be a
problem, but why did she
give in to them, so quickly?
If she really likes you, she
should be searching for a
compromise, not a way out,
right? Does she need to
clarify her intensity towards
you? Or is she happy to use

the parents to avoid an
alliance with…..er……AAP?

I am a 25-year-old guy and I
am in a relationship with
another guy. We were going
steady for eight years. He is
from a conservative family and
so we never revealed our
relationship. However, now his
parents want him to get
married and he has agreed to
do so. He says that he still
wants me in his life even after
marriage. He wishes that I also
marry a girl and move next to
him. I really loved this guy and
cannot handle this. What
should I do?
— LP
Your friend needs to sell his
suggestion to a TV
production company. Ask
him to get in touch with me,
I know a few people. Oh, and
LP, how people thought that
all problems would cease
the moment article 377 gets
cancelled. People didn’t
reckon with article 377b, c, d
and e paragraph 2.0. Please
don’t be a complete idiot.
Being an idiot is fine, but
please, the world has no
place for complete idiots. At
least not during a general
election. By having
‘fraudulent’ marriages, you
are just imprisoning more
innocent people in your

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
selfish scheme. Tell your
friend to be gay and proud.
He’s really not showing you
or the movement any
respect by taking this
cowardly strategic route. As
Ching Long Sing said,
“Marriage is about
convenience, but this is
ridiculous”.

I am a 24-year-old woman. I
used to talk to a guy and we
spoke a few times and I fell for
him. A few days ago, I
confessed my feelings to him,
without having been in touch at
all for almost six months.
Obviously, he doesn’t feel the
same for me. Can I still get him
to know me?
— DC
DC, what exactly do you
mean by, ‘obviously he
doesn’t feel the same way
about me’? King
Ajatashatru was told by his
cousin Swati, (no relation to
the snacks), that she loved
him. Ajastashatru was so
angry with this confession,
that he had Swati wear a
bucket on her head on
weekends, and quickly
married her off to the
visiting Persian King —
King Rustom, The Slow.
(Rustom was a notorious
slow talker, who was
infamous for not finishing
a sentence). So if he’s
rejected you DC, then his
path is clear. Why humiliate
yourself, by trying to
keep him in your life
when he’s not interested?
Chances of him changing
his mind are less than
the Indian voter’s are
in 2019. The more you
try, generally the less
respect there is. I think
you should just move on.

emember those presocial media days where
finding a date was a
rather difficult task.
Meeting new people was not so
common. Gone are those days
where you needed a common
friend to get introdu
uced to a
guy/girl you like. Even
E
after
an introduction, it was
w not
really clear if he/sh
he wo
be impressed by you or
w
would want to know
which eventually le
e
facing rejections.
However, the rules
dating have clearly
changed, ever since
the online dating
trend hit the world..
From websites
o
to mobile applicatio
dating has a whole ne
n
look out these days wit
different dynamics to it a
tell you how.

R

these days due to dating apps.
People feel like they don’t fit or
that they may be not
acceptable within the larger
picture. Dr Aman Bhonsle,
psychosocial analyst and
relationship counsellor, says,
“On these apps, people put
perfectly manicured and
perfectl
nd

curated version
ns
their personalitty.
insecurity is tha
at if
someone is good
d enou
be part of this whole
w
da
ecosystem. These insecuri
nties about the
breed uncertain
future because people want
instant grat
gratification and
answers.”

HOPP
PING
PERIIENCE
rch
hing for a partner
be
ecome like an
in
ne shopping
erience. Bhonsle,
rees, and says, “On
app, you swipe
ht if you like the
rson, the way they
k and the way they
ent themselves.
e
swipe left if the
on iis not appealing
gh to
o you. It is like you
for the best deal, while
king for a product.”

BEING INSECURE

LOVE IS L
LOST

Reportedly, a lot of iinsecurity
it
has come onto the surface

O li ddating
Online
ti gives
i
a person
variety of options to choose from

Th id
The
idea off llove is no more
about something that

cknowledged the fact
hat you are attracted to
cch other. Meeting a
rsson for the first time
no
ow become less
warrd.”

ILTER
R OUT
People tend to move on quickly
on dating apps and websites
transcends boundaries like it
used to be earlier. “On apps,
love, as a concept, is all about
casual relationships that
perhaps lead to something
significant or fizzle all the
time. The concept of love has
got diluted because there are
more options out there,” adds
Bhonsle.

NO AWKWARD FIRST
DATES
Dating apps have changed the
dynamics of a first date. You
always see the person and
speak to them before deciding
to meet on a date. Neeta V
Shetty, psychotherapist,
Blissful Mind Therapy Centre,
says, “You don’t need to be shy
or fearful of rejection as you
know that both of you have

Dating a
apps have made it
easier fo
or people to get the
kind of m
match that they want.
Relationship counsellor,
Vishnu Modi says, “People on
dating apps go with
preconceived notions about
the kind of person they want.
There are filters for people to
search for a partner according
to their sexual orientation,
likes, dislikes, etc. So, looking
outside your area of interest is
no more important.”

MOVE ON
Sorting out disagreements or
arguments is not among the
important factors on dating
apps. Relationship expert,
Riddhish K Maru says,
“People on dating apps have
too many options to bother
about sorting issues. May be,
they will try a few times, and
eventually give up.”
n

ht@htlive.com

Gayathri Menon
ndia is friendly. One can
form a friendship with
everyone around,” says
Australian director Glenn
Hayden, one of the many
foreigners who fell for the
country’s charm and its rich
culture. Subsequently, the
director moved base to India
and has been enchanted by it’s
aura, ever since. After creating
his own niche in the Indian
theatre circuit, for the past five
years, he is back with his latest
play, A Solitary Choice.

“I

Tell us about your new play?
The show is called A Solitary
Choice and has a wonderful
actor, Ramnika Dhillion Lobo.
The play is about a woman who
has to choose between what
society wants her to be like and
what she wants to do in life.
The theme is universal and has
around 16 shows planned
across the city. And of course,
with Ashley Lobo’s brilliant
choreography, it is already
beautiful in my head.

PHOTOS: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY
PURPOSE

A

WOMEN, ON THE
OTHER HAND, MIGHT
PRETEND TO BE A
LITTLE MORE
INTERESTED THAN
THEY ACTUALLY ARE.

Collin Rodrigues

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL
PURPOSES ONLY

‘Young actors interested in fame over craft’

Men act
less
interested
in sex
than they
really are
ccording to a new study,
men act less interested in
sex than they are. This is
perhaps because of the
assumption that giving an
impression of wanting to have
sex with anyone, anytime, is
definitely not what most
women are looking for,
suggests new research.
“Men who are overly-eager
do not come across as
attractive,” said study coauthor, Leif Edward Ottesen
Kennair, Professor at
Norwegian University of
Science and Technology
(NTNU).
The findings published in
the journal, Evolutionary
Behavioral Sciences, suggest
men and women’s real
intentions may be different
from the signals they send
each other.
For the study, researchers
collected two rounds of data
from students at NTNU. The
survey included questions
like when they last met with a
potential sexual partner, and
whether they eventually

Swiping right or left seals the fate of your date
these days, here’s how the online game has
changed the rules of dating

What were your expectations
when you set base in India?
When I first came to India, I had
no idea what to expect. I think
the media manipulates the way
India is as a country, and that
was really misleading. I didn’t
know what India would give me
as opposed to what the media
was showing me. But as soon as
I got here, I knew that this was
home for me. People are
extraordinarily thoughtful
here; there are so many
talented artists here. Also,
people come forward with art
for a good cause. So, all my false
expectations were dismantled.

Research states that men don’t show their interest in sex outrightly
ended up having sex.
Researchers found women
were much more likely to
have sex if they thought the
potential partner was
attractive.
The most important factor
in whether men had sex was
how many sexual partners
they have had previously.
This could contribute to their
being perceived as sexually
attractive and available.
“It’s really the same reason
for both men and women —
the man’s sex appeal — that
decides whether they end up

having sex,” Kennair said.
Men who reported being
the most interested in having
sex reduced their signals of
interest more. Women, on the
other hand, might pretend to
be a little more interested
than they actually are. “We
think this may be to keep the
man’s attention a little
longer,” Kennair said. Or
perhaps the strategy gives her
more opportunity to assess
the quality of the guy.
As long as the woman does
not seem to be excluding the
possibility of sex, men across

the
e board are wil g
time with her — and enabling
her to check out whether he is
a good choice.
“The exception to this
general sex difference is when
the woman is as interested as
the man. In this case, women
also pretend to show less
interest,” Kennair said.
Both men and women who
are truly interested in a
partner might be trying to
‘play it cool.’ In economic
terms, it’s about supply and
demand.

IANS

How different is Australian
theatre from Indian?
Actually, there are a lot of
similarities. In Australia, there
are a lot of people who want to
get into acting just like
Mumbai. I mean, you can get
out of a bus in Mumbai and say,
I am an actor. Many people are
making their own work,
making their own team and not
getting paid enough, which is
very similar to here as well.
The aim to bring out true art is
very common.
How was your childhood like? Any
influence you can recollect that
led you to theatre and stage?
I was always interested in arts,
right from school. I stumbled

PHOTO: AALOK SONI/HT

and ended up at the drama
court, and I joined them. I loved
it. Luckily, I had a very good
drama teacher, who
encouraged me to take up this
further. So, I started acting fullfledged and have not tried my
hand at anything else.

What made you pursue direction?
I started out as an actor and
had a fulfilling career as an
actor. Then in 1993, a friend of
mine invited me to direct a play
which shocked me a bit. I’d
never thought of directing a
play before. And then, I
realised that direction was
actually my preferred medium.
I liked being responsible for the
entire play — the acting,

production, costume,
everything.

Your greatest achievement?
I made a promise to myself
when I graduated that I’ll
always pay my own rent with
my art, which I have been
doing so far. So not borrowing
money for my basic needs till
today is my biggest
achievement.
Which book would you love to
make a play out of one day?
My favourite book is by Dhan
Gopal Mukerji. It is titled, GayNeck: The Story of a Pigeon,
which I would like to see as a
play or maybe direct it
someday. It is a beautiful story

I think the media
manipulates the way
India is as a country,
and that was really
misleading...But as
soon as I got here, I
knew that this was
home for me. People
are extraordinarily
thoughtful in here.
GLENN HAYDON ARTIST
about a young boy and his
pigeon and it will be interesting
to see it on stage.

What is the one thing you would
change about Indian theatre?
So many young people come to
me saying that they are actors.
And when I ask them what
have they done, and all they are
interested in is the fame
Bollywood offers. The
discipline or the craft doesn’t
seem to interest many. There is
much more to acting than just
movies. So, that is something I
would like to change about the
perception of theatre.
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AAP holds meeting to chalk
out poll campaign strategy
TOUGH FIGHT Party’s Neena Mittal is pitted against Congress’ Preneet, SAD’s Rakhra, and Dr Dharamvira Gandhi
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@htlive.com

PATIALA: With the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) reportedly facing a
political void and leadership crisis in Patiala after sitting MP
(member Parliament) Dr Dharamvira Gandhi left the party, the
AAP state leadership held a meeting with the party volunteers and
district office bearers to spearhead a campaign for its nominee
Neena Mittal.
Political pundits say that it will
be a herculean task for the party
to mobilise it cadre, which has
drifted away after Gandhi’s
expulsion and the poor track
record of the party in 2017 assembly elections as well as
Patiala municipal corporation
(MC) elections.
“It’s going to be a litmus test for
the party in Patiala assembly
elections. Thus, we are strategising a poll campaign for the party
nominee so as to repeat 2014’s

shortstories
IPSC CRICKET:
YPS, PATIALA
ENTERS FINAL
PATIALA: The Yadavindra Public
School (YPS), Patiala and MNSS,
Rai, booked berths in the final on
the second day of All India IPSC
Six-A-Side Cricket for under-17
boys in Patiala on Wednesday. In
the semifinal, host Yadavindra
Public School, Patiala, defeated
Yadavindra Public School , Mohali
by 4 runs. Patiala boys made 65
runs in five overs for the loss of
five wickets. Chasing Mohali boys
could only manage 61 for the loss
of two wickets. Gurtej of YPS,
Patiala, scored maximum 37 runs.
In the second semifinal, MNSS, Rai
defeated Modern School, New
HTC
Delhi, by 10 wickets.

Seminar on security
market organised
MOHALI: Gian Jyoti Institute of
Management and Technology,
Mohali, organised a seminar on
security market on Wednesday.
Keynote speaker Amanjot Kaur
briefed the students about
purchasing power of money,
inflation, consumer price index,
wholesale price index and its
importance while taking investment decisions. She also explained
how investing in equities gave the
highest returns as compared to
other investment avenues. There
was a brief discussion on the
working of security market, and
the composition and role of
HTC
SENSEX and NIFTY.

n

AAP’s poll campaign committee state in-charge Aman Arora (right)
HT PHOTO
addressing the media in Patiala on Wednesday.

successful result when AAP had
registered win against former
Union minister Preneet Kaur,”
said Aman Arora, AAP’s state
in-charge of the poll campaign
committee.

Arora was in Patiala to hold a
meeting with the party volunteers in the Patiala parliamentary constituency.
Arora said that the experienced leaders who managed Gan-

dhi’s 2014 campaign are on the job
and will plan Neena Mittal’s campaigning well.
“The volunteers have been
asked to start door-to-door campaigns in the Patiala constituency. We are also planning to
come up with parliamentary constituency-wise manifesto release
for people,” Arora said.
The AAP is facing a tough competition this year from Congress’
Preneet Kaur, Shiromani Akali
Dal’s Surjit Singh Rakhra, and
AAP rebel and Punjab Democratic Alliance nominee Dr Dharamvira Gandhi.
While all three rival candidates have already stepped up
their election campaign, the AAP
campaign is yet to gain momentum in the Patiala segment.
“Our campaign had started
across state earlier this week. We
are covering each and every constituency in Punjab to garner
more and more votes for the
party,” Arora said.

In 2014, Gandhi got better of
three-time Congress MP and
former Union minister Preneet
Kaur and the then SAD-BJP nominee Deepinder Singh Dhillon. He
had won the election with a convincing margin of 20,929 votes.
Meanwhile, Arora said the
AAP national convener Arvind
Kejriwal is going to campaign in
Punjab from May 12.
In 2015 by-elections, the party
lost miserably as AAP candidate
Harjit Singh Adaltiwala managed to get only 5,724 votes.
Even in 2017 assembly polls,
the AAP candidate Balbir Singh
got only 20,179 votes, while Captain Amarinder Singh polled
72,586 votes and SAD candidate
General JJ Singh remained on
the third spot with 11,677 votes.
The AAP had contested the
rural polls for the first time in
2018, but had failed to open its
account. In the same year, 42 AAP
candidates had lost their security
deposit in the Patiala MC polls.

‘Someone from Capt or Sidhu’s
family must fight from Bathinda’
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Congress leaders from

Malwa region campaigned for
Congress candidate from
Patiala and former Union minister Preneet Kaur, here on
Wednesday, and asked people to
cast vote for the Congress party,
to strengthen Captain Amarinder Singh government.
In a programme held at New
Moti Bagh Palace here, Mansa
district Congress committee’s
Dr Manju Bansal, former Budhladha MLA Mangat Rai Bansal
and others roped in members of
the Aggarwal community into
the party.
Speaking on the occasion,
Bansal urged the party high
command to field a family member of either Captain Amarinder’s family or Navjot Kaur
Sidhu from Bathinda. “The
party’s victory is sure in
Patiala, however voters of
Bathinda are keen to have a
strong contender “to teach Akalis a lesson”.
“A member of the chief minister’s family or Navjot Kaur
Sidhu can easily defeat Union
minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal

n

Congress workers interacting with Patiala candidate Preneet Kaur
HT PHOTO
here on Wednesday.

in bathinda,” he said. Preneet
Kaur said that its prerogative of
the party high command
to allot ticket.
“Captain will ensure victory
of Congress in Bathinda and
Shiromani Akali Dal will be
rejected by voters due to sacri-

Vijay Inder Singla holds workers’ meeting in support of Kewal Dhillon
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Even as the Congress
candidate from Sangrur, Kewal
Singh Dhillion, is facing some
opposition from Amargarh MLA
(member legislative assemble)
Surjit Singh Dhiman and his
nephew Jaswinder Singh Dhiman, state public works depart-

ment (PWD) minister and Sangrur MLA Vijay Inder Singla
held a workers’ meeting in
favour of the party candidate at
his residence, on Wednesday.
While denying any differences with Dhillon, Singla said that
following directions of chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh,
he had gone to campaign in
Jammu region for the party can-

didate there; but after doing his
job and returning, he called a
workers’ meeting in Sangrur.
“I was in Jammu and Kashmir for public meetings in support of Vikramaditya Singh,
Congress Lok Sabha candidate
from Kathua. I have no differences with Kewal Dhillon. I have
even organised a party workers’
meeting for his election cam-

paign,” said Singla.
When asked about the open
revolt between Dhillon and Surjit and Jaswinder Dhiman, he
said, “When I had contested the
LS polls in 2014, the Dhimans had
announced to contest as independent candidates but did nothing. We have no idea if they will
contest the elections or support
the party candidate this time.”

Meanwhile, Dhillon said that
Dhiman belongs to Fatehgarh
Sahib constituency but he will
extend support to him.
Some Congress workers from
Sangrur alleged that Dhillon’s
campaign is being led by a few
former Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) workers and Congress
cadre is being sidelined in the
constituency.

“We have been working with
party for decades but some selfstyled Congressmen are leading
campaign. We are being ignored
and they can damage election
campaign. However, we are with
the party but we have informed
our leaders while giving some
suggestions,” said Congress MC
and former NC president
Mahesh Kumar.

SANTOSH TROPHY

Punjab defeat Karnataka, book berth in semi-finals
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Punjab defeated Karnataka with a scoreline of 4-3 on
Wednesday to book a place in
the semi-finals of the Santosh
Trophy tournament being
played at Guru Nanak Stadium.
The opening goal of the match
was scored by Magesh Selva in
the 13th minute of play, giving
Karnataka an early lead over
hosts. However, Punjab forward
Sukhpreet Singh levelled the
score in the 16th minute with an
impressive goal.
Another Punjab forward
Vikrant Singh scored a brace in
the 31st minute and 43rd minute
of the play, while John Peter

THE SEMI-FINALS ARE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE
ON APRIL 19 WHERE PUNJAB WILL LOCK HORNS
WITH GOA IN THE FIRST SEMI-FINAL MORNING MATCH
WHILE SERVICES WILL TAKE ON KARNATAKA
scored the second goal for Karnataka in the 33rd minute.
By the end of first half, the
crowd was on its feet with the
impressive display of football.
In the second half of the game, M
Nikhil Raj levelled the score for
Karnataka in the 60th minute.
However, Amandeep
Singh, in the 73rd minute
scored the final goal for Punjab
giving hosts a 4-3 win over
Karnataka. Despite the loss,
Karnataka managed to qualify

for the semis.
In the first match of the day,
Maharashtra decimated Sikkim
with a 5-0 scoreline.
The opening goal for Maharashtra came in the 15th minute
when Aman Gaikwad netted the
ball into opposition defence and
gave an early lead to Maharashtra. Vinod Kumar Chandra Kishor doubled the lead by scoring
in the 26th minute of the game.
Leander Dharmai scored
third goal of the match in the

45th minute giving Maharashtra a comfortable lead before the
start of second half.
In the second half of the game,
Maharashtra continued their
dominance as Arif Shaikh
scored a brace in the 52nd
and 54th minute of the game,
sealing a formidable victory
over the latter.
The semi-finals are scheduled to take place on April 19
where Punjab will lock horns
with Goa in the first semi-final
morning match while Services
will take on Karnataka to make
a spot into the finals.
The final match of the tournament will be held on April
21 at Guru Nanak Dev Stadium,
Ludhiana.

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Even at the fag end of the

rabi season, unfavourable
weather conditions continue to
be a cause of worry for farmers in
the region.
The intermittent rain on
Wednesday not only stalled the
procurement process and lifting
of wheat crop at grain markets
across district, but also left farmers and agricultural officials
hassled. Field staff of the agriculture department remained on
their toes, carrying out surveys
in different parts of the district to
evaluate the damage inflicted by
inclement weather.
Till the filing of this report, the
district
had
recorded
10mm rainfall on Wednesday.
Besides evoking fear of increase
in moisture content in crop, rain
at this stage can result in lack of
lustre and blackening of grains.
Rains has further delayed harvesting as reports of crop flattening are pouring in from different
parts of the district.
To add to farmers’ worries,
the metrological department has
predicted heavy rainfall and
strong gusts of wind in the next
three days.
Meanwhile, rain has exposed
the tall claims of the district
administration of making
proper arrangements for procurement and having improved

n

Players in action during the Santosh Trophy at Guru Nanak Stadium
GURPREET SINGH/HT
in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Rain in Sangrur district

n

A farmer clearing rainwater from his fields, where wheat crop is ready for harvest, at Ramgarh village
in Patiala on Wednesday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

drainage system at grain markets. Heaps of wheat were
exposed to rain in open space,
without any cover in Patiala.
Balwinder Singh, a farmer
from Rajgarh village, said he had
harvested half of his standing
crop, the remaining half got flat-

tened after rain.
District chief agriculture officer (CAO) Arvinder Singh said
that rain at this stage of crop season is a cause of concern.
“The experts’ teams are surveying different areas in district
to take stock of the situation,”

the CAO said.
Meanwhile, at least 2.34 lakh
hectare
of
area
is
under wheat cultivation and the
agriculture department is
expecting wheat production of
9.24 lakh metric ton against 9.6
lakh metric ton of last year.

late on Wednesday evening has
reportedly damaged wheat crop
in the fields as well as at the grain
markets. The farmers have
alleged that no adequate
arrangements were made for
crop storage at grain markets.
Deputy
commissioner
(DC) Ghanshyam Thori has
ordered a ‘girdawari’ (record of
land cultivation) to assess losses
faced by farmers in all subdivisions of district.
Rain in all subdivisions
affected crop which will delay
the next crop. “Rain and wind
have flattened the crop that was
to be harvested. Now, it will take
one more week and farmers have
to face yield loss as well,” said
Sangrur block BKU (Ugrahan)
president, Gubinder Singh.
The situation at grain markets
in district is worse. Though
farmers were trying to save their
crop at Chhajli village, the yield
is affected due to waterlogging.
“Wheat and other crops have
been affected by rain. I witnessed
at least 1.5-feet deep water at our

VIJAY INDER SINGLA, PWD minister
and Sangrur MLA

HUSBAND,
IN-LAWS BOOKED
FOR ‘MURDER’
OF WOMAN
n

Sangrur farmers worried
as rain flattens wheat crop

HT Correspondent

›

I have no differences
with Dhillon; in
fact I have extended full
support to his candidature
from Sangrur.

HT Correspondent

Farmers fearing huge losses due to intermittent showers
n

lege incidents,” she said.
Meanwhile, some AAP and
Akali workers joined Congress
in Preneet’s presence.
The Congress candidate said
that the party will give due
respect and power to these
workers.

n

Workers trying to sieve out wheat at the waterlogged grain market
at Chhajli village in Sangrur on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

village grain market,” said a
farmer from Chhajli village,
pleading anonymity.
Gobind Singh Chhajli, an agricultural activist, said, “It is common practice for decades that the

government never makes proper
procurement arrangements and
farmers have to bear the brunt
due to inadequate infrastructure. We demand adequate compensation for farmers.”

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A 20-year-old woman
was allegedly murdered by her
in-laws and her body was cremated in haste at Ghadapur village in Ghanaur subdivision of
Patiala on Tuesday night.
The deceased has been identified as Nancy, who was married
to accused Lakhvir Singh, (22).
Shambhu station house officer (SHO) Vijay Kumar said that
the matter came to light after the
victim’s father Rajesh Kumar
approached police to complain
against his daughter’s in-laws
and husband.
“The complainant told police
that his daughter was married to
accused Lakhvir seven months
back against the parents’ will,”
Kumar said.
“Following the marriage, the
complainant was estranged from
his daughter and her in-laws,”
the SHO said.
Police added that other family
members of the deceased used to
talk to her. On Tuesday, when
they tried to reach her,
she did not pick the call, despite
multiple attempts.
“The victim’s family called up
her in-laws to inquire about her
well being, but they did not
respond positively. Following
this, the family approached
police,” the SHO said.
He added that in preliminary
investigation, it came to fore that
the accused have allegedly killed
the woman and cremated the
body in haste, without informing
her maternal family.
“We have taken her mortal
remains into possession for
chemical analysis so as to find
the exact cause of death,” the station house officer said.
Police have registered a case
against the deceased’s husband
Lakhvir, his father Baljeet
Singh, mother Jawinder Kaur
and his sister under Sections 302
(punishment for murder), 201
(destruction of evidences) and 34
(acts done by several persons of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).
Meanwhile, police said that
no arrest has been made in the
case so far.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

02

HINDUSTAN TIMES, C H AN D I G AR H
THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019

patiala&beyond

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

All-round show
helps Kings
drub Royals
HOME GAME After posting a decent total of 182 runs,
Punjab bowlers contribute in 12-run win over Rajasthan
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Kings XI Punjab continued their
fine run winning their fourth match out
of fifth this season at home on Tuesday.
Up against Rajasthan Royals, Punjab,
who had lost their previous match
against Royal Challengers Bangalore in
the previous match, picked wickets at
regular intervals after scoring big to seal
a 12-run win.
Despite a Tuesday, enough people
made a beeline to the stadium which
filled up slowly and steadily. Punjab
went in with two changes-- Andrew Tye
making way for mystery spinner Mujeeb
Ur Rahman, while local Punjab pacer
Arshdeep Singh drafted in for Sam Curran.
For Sushant Sharma, who left office
early just to be inside the stadium in
time, it was all about his favourite player
Chris Gayle and he was expecting fireworks.
Gayle didn’t disappoint. Although it
was brief stay for Gayle but he carved out
three sixes and two fours for his 22-ball
30 runs, to set up the
tone for the day.

Rajasthan Royals with just two wins
under their belt need the win desperately and Jofra Archer dismissed Gayle
before the Caribbean could do more
damage.
“I thought after his 99 against Royal
Challengers Bangalore, in the previous
match here, he was due for another big
one but I am hopeful that my team
(KXIP) will win,” said Sushant, who was
at the stadium with his friends. Where
Gayle failed, KL Rahul (52 of 47 balls)
inclusive of two sixes and three fours lit
up the stadium.
Helped by David Miller’s 27-ball 47
and two sixes of the last two balls by skipper R Ashwin, Punjab managed formidable 182 for the loss of six wickets.
For Barinda Patel, the lure of watching RR’s Ben Stokes, Ajinkya Rahane
and Ashton Turner in action made her
reach the stadium an hour before the
start.
“Turner changed the match here last
time he played at the venue when he
helped Australia won the ODI
match here on March 10, I want him to do
that again,” Patel said, an avid
cricket-fan

n

n

Special children enjoying a moment during the Kings XI Punjab and Rajasthan Royals tie at the PCA Stadium in Mohali
on Tuesday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

Man seeking ₹20 lakh for
false rape case loses plea
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:A local court has dismissed the plea of a man acquitted of rape, who demanded a
compensation of ₹20 lakh from
the complainant for harassment
and loss of reputation.
A Chandigarh court had
acquitted the Kangra resident of
rape on September 24, 2014,
after the victim, who was formerly his live-in partner, turned
hostile.
In his plea for compensation,
the man had submitted that his
former live-in partner had levelled allegations of rape against
him in connivance with his wife
through a case lodged under Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) on December 7, 2013 .
He had demanded ₹20 lakh in
damages for mental harassment,
agony, loss of reputation, loss of
income, and expenditure on
account of the malicious prosecution by the defendants – his
live-in partner, his wife and
police officials.
During the trial for his plea,
his counsel argued that the com-

n

The Kangra man was acquitted
of rape on Sept 24, 2014.

plainant habitually filed rape
allegations, and had got lodged
two rape FIRs.
But both cases ended in
acquittals as she turned hostile.
The counsel contended that
her rape allegations were just a
way to extort money, and she
would later turn hostile as per
her sweet will. Documentary evidences were produced in the
court.
Besides, a matter between her
and his client had also been settled in a Permanent Lok Adalat
as they were in living together.
Later, his wife and the woman

hatched a conspiracy to implicate him in a false rape case to
harass him. However, he was
acquitted, which made it clear
that he was maliciously prosecuted by the defendants.
On her part, the woman said
she was a divorcee and lived with
her parents in Chandigarh.
After she met the Kangra
man, he promised to marry her,
and they both travelled to many
places.
He also frequented her house,
but later refused to marry her
and threatened her with dire
consequences if she tried to
report the matter to police.
She claimed that he was
acquitted due to lapse on the part
of the investigating agency.
His wife claimed that he had
filed the compensation suit just
to harass her, as she had lodged a
complaint against him under
Section 12 of the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence
Act, 2005. She submitted that her
husband was facing several civil
and criminal cases.
After hearing the arguments,the court dismissed the
man’s plea for relief.

UT-based travel
agent booked for
cheating man of ₹2L
CHANDIGARH: A travel agent was

booked for allegedly duping
another agent of ₹2 lakh, here
on Tuesday, said police.
In his police complaint,
travel agent Anish Kumar
Dogra, submitted that they had
booked flight tickets from the
accused Deepak Singh’s firm
Cheap Trip Agency, Delhi, in
June last year. The to and fro
ticket was booked for 11
passengers travelling to Bangkok from Delhi.
Dogra told the police that the
total amount to be paid was
₹2.42 lakh, however he paid
₹1.99 lakh to the accused as the
first payment.
“Despite our deal, Deepak
gave me only eight tickets and
the tickets too were cancelled
on June 14, two days before the
travel. The cancellation was
done without informing me,”
alleged the complainant.
He further alleged that due to
this, he had to buy all the 11 tickets from some other travel
agent and had to pay ₹6.21 lakh.
“I faced loss due to Deepak

›

Despite our deal,
Deepak gave me only
8 tickets and the tickets
too were cancelled two
days before the travel. The
cancellation was done
without informing me.
ANISH KUMAR DOGRA, complainant

and he is not even returning my
money. He is mentally harassing me by delaying the matter,”
said Dogra.
Investigating official, assistant sub-inspector, Yogdhyan
Singh said, “The complaint was
reviewed by senior officials and
based on it, we have booked the
Delhi-based travel agent. Further investigation has been initiated in the matter.” A case was
registered against Deepak
Singh under Section 409 (criminal breach of trust by public
servant, or by banker, merchant or agent) of the IPC. HTC

Woman booked for duping her neighbour of ₹15 lakh
CHANDIGARH: A woman has been

booked for allegedly duping her
neighbour of ₹15 lakh on pretext
of sending him abroad, said
police on Tuesday.
The victim has been identified as Ravi Kumar, a resident of
Sector 7.

Ravi in his police complaint
alleged that a woman, identified
as Vishnu, assured to send him
to United States of America(USA). She demanded ₹15
lakh from Ravi for the same,
said police.
Ravi told the police as the

After losing a home
game to Royal
Challengers Bangalore
on April 13, Kings XI
Punjab returned to
winning ways. The
home team registered a
convincing 12-run win
over Rajasthan Royals
and lifted the
momentum of the
crowd at the PCA
Stadium in Mohali on
Tuesday. RAVI KUMAR/HT

woman was residing in his
neighbourhood and he had good
relations with the family, he
trusted her and paid
the money in instalments,
along with his passport and
other documents.
However, after taking the

money the woman stopped taking Ravi’s calls and switched off
her mobile phone, police said.
He last had a conversation
with Vishnu on December 30,
2018 and since then the he is
unaware of her whereabouts,
said officials privy to the matter.

A case under Section
420(cheating) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has been registered at Sector 26 police station
against Vishnu, who is currently absconding.Attempts are
being made to nab her, said concerned police officials.
HTC

Ujala scheme, a plan that
has left residents in dark
Rajanbir Singh
n

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

THE SCHEME

CHANDIGARH: Accusing the offi-

cials responsible for implementing the Ujala scheme of
apathy, the city residents are
claiming that they have been
left in the dark.
Started in the city in 2017, the
administration sold over five
lakh bulbs in the city till now,
thereby saving ₹ 29 crores
and substantially decreasing
the carbon dioxide levels
in the city.
The residents have alleged
that the lights started malfunctioning a few months after
installation.
President of Residents Care
Society, Sector 20, and chief
spokesperson of CRAWFED,
Anish Garg, said, “I got the LED
lights changed twice, but the
replacement bulbs were of inferior quality and burnt up fast.
Fed up, I had to purchase
Havells bulbs spending from my
own pocket because the bulbs
wouldn’t last.”
UNAVAILABLE STOCK
Initially, the bulbs were
sold at several e-sampark centres, but now there isn’t any
stock left.
This correspondent went to
various e-sampark centres
across the city, including
Sectors 32, 46, 43 and 40, but was
told that there are no bulbs
and will not be available anytime soon.
A senior official of Society for
Promotion of IT in Chandigarh

›

I got the LED lights
changed twice, but
the replacement bulbs
were of inferior quality and
burnt up fast. Fed up, I had
to purchase Havells bulbs
spending from my own
pocket because the bulbs
wouldn’t last.
ANISH GARG,
spokesperson of CRAWFED

n

Admn has sold over
5 lakh bulbs till now

The scheme was sponsored
by Energy Efficiency Services
Limited (EESL), a public sector
entity under the Union
ministry of power. Residents
were given LED bulbs, tube
lights and energy efficient
fans at discounted prices
under this. They were also
assured that EESL will provide
free replacements for three
years to the residents who
can visit any of the e-sampark
centres for the same.

(SPIC) on the condition of anonymity said that the SPIC which
manages the e-sampark centres
was only involved in the distribution of bulbs and not its maintenance.

An engineer with EESL,
in-charge of the Ujala
scheme in city, pleading anonymity said, “Variations in voltage can be detrimental to the
bulbs. If stock is not available in
the e-sampark centres then residents can go to the post office in
Sector 17.”
‘ISSUE NOT RESTRICTED
TO CITY BUT COUNTRY
However, President of the Sector 39 RWA Amardeep Singh
said that even the post office
wasn’t able to supply the
replacements.
“This problem isn’t restricted
to Chandigarh but throughout
India as people can be seen complaining via Twitter on the
EESL page. They don’t want to
honour the warranty which is
why they keep delaying the
replacements, hoping that people buy other LED lights by
themselves,” he said.
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With eternal
chocolate boy
Rishi Kapoor’s
tweet on Indian
cricketers’ fixation
with facial fuzz,
we try todecode
the stubble

Yuzvendra Chahal and
(right) Virat Kohli
PHOTOS: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT;
INSTAGRAM/ VIRAT.KOHLI

Manish Mishra
eteran actor Rishi
Kapoor, who is never
really known to mince
his words, recently
tweeted an image of Team India
for ICC World Cup 2019, stating,
“Don’t take this picture as a
reference point but why do
most of our cricket players
sport full facial hair (beards)?
All Samson’s? (sic) (remember
he had his strength in his hair)
Surely they look smart and
dashing without it. Just an
observation!”
While the artfully realised
five o’ clock shadow defines the
jawline and brings out the
masculine appeal, many
factors have made men’s
bristles the epitome of cool.
Not long ago, when Virat
Kohli was quizzed at an event if
he would ever get rid of his
much-aped designer beard, he
replied, “I don’t think so, I
really like it.” Virat, who sports
an of-the-moment of the classic
Van Dyke, refused to shave off
his beard after teammate
Ravindra Jadeja’s
#breakingthebeard Instagram
challenge. Posting a picture on
Instagram, Kohli said, “Sorry
boys, but I am not ready to
break the beard yet. Great job
on makeovers though. Kudos.”
Hairstylist Aalim Hakim,
who works with most of these
cricketers, says, “Virat is a
trendsetter. In terms of beard
trends, I’d say the Van Dyke
really defines one’s jawline.”
Stylist Isha Bhansali
attributes it to the cricketer’s
larger-than-life persona. “Virat
is easily the most stylish
sportsman and it won’t be off
the mark to say that he kickstarted the beard trend. From
Hardik Pandya to KL Rahul
(who sports a ducktail, a lush
beard with a thicker version of
the goatee)— cricketers have
not been able to resist the

V

STOP PRESS

KIN TAKE ALIA-KANGY
BATTLE FORWARD
he Twitter spat between
Kangana Ranaut’s sister
Rangoli Chandel and Alia
Bhatt’s mother Soni Razdan
continues after Rangoli
tweeted Soni has no right
to discuss Indian politics as
she isn’t a citizen. In a now
deleted tweet, Soni wrote:
“Mahesh Bhatt...has given
her a break…she goes on to
attack his wife and
daughter...Agenda ? What’s
hers … ?” To Rangoli’s
allegation that Mahesh
threw a ‘chappal’ at
Kangana during a film’s
premiere, Soni told
Pinkvilla: “I do not wish to
be drawn into this
madness.”
HTC
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beard. Stylist Akshay Tyagi
observes, “Virat Kohli, Hardik
Pandya and Shikhar Dhawan
are today’s style icons. Some of

them fade out on the side burns
and accentuate the chin,
creating an optical illusion
of sorts.”
Jaykishan Pawar, master
barber and manager, training,
at Truefitt & Hill observes,
“Dinesh Kartik too has a rich
hair growth. Hardik has a short
stubble and he’s often flirted
with styles like a goatee.
Yuzvendra Chahal has a rather
tender face and his beard lends
him a touch of maturity.
Jasprit Bumrah too has a
young face and a chin curtain, a
soul patch or a moustache
work for him. Shikhar Dhawan
clearly loves his handlebar
moustache and stubble styles.
Ravindra Jadeja has a lush hair
growth and a panoply of styles
suit him — from longer beards
to stubble.”
So is the chocolate boy dead?
“The push is more towards an
overall macho vibe, no guys
today want to look cleanshaven cute. No wonder so
many grooming products like
beard oils are being launched.
In Rishi’s era, none of his
contemporaries sported
beards, be it Dharmendra or
Jeetendra. So it’s not hard to
understand why Rishiji posed
that question on Twitter,”
observes Isha.
n

A Van Dyke is a style of facial
hair named after 17th-century

Flemish painter Anthony van
Dyck (1599–1641). A Van Dyke
comprises any growth of both a
moustache and goatee with all
hair on the cheeks shaven. This
style, though, has variants,
including a curled moustache
versus a non-curled one and a
soul patch versus none. Among
Hollywood stars who sport the
style include Robert Downey
Junior (in pic) and Pierce
Brosnan.

C

with it. I don’t know,” says
Sophie, who is engaged to
musician Joe Jonas.
Through the course of
the interview, the actor,
who will be soon seen in
Dark Phoenix, admits
that although she stills
suffers from mental
health problems, she
is in a better place,
thanks to
medication. “I’ve
suffered with my
depression for
five or six years
now. The biggest
challenge for me
is getting out of bed
and getting out of the
house. Learning to love
yourself is the biggest
challenge,” she says.
“I’m on medication
and I love myself now, or
more than I used to, I
think,” she adds, and
signs off by saying that
she would be taking a
break from the acting
world after Game of
Thrones ends this year,
and will focus on her
“mental health”.
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Punjab forum
founder leads
Jallianwala Bagh
centenary event
minent entrepreneur,
philanthropist, film
presenter and the founder
of the International Punjab
Forum, Raju Chadha,
recently attended the
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration organised at
the House of Lords in London,
UK.
Chadha, who is a patron of
Jallianwala Bagh Centenary
Commemoration Committee,
shared, “This horrid incident
has left an irreversible scar in
the minds of successive
generations of Indians and
it’s imperative that a formal
unconditional apology be
tendered by the British
Government for the atrocities
committed back then. This
alone would heal our
wounds.”
Chadha led a delegation
comprising prominent
personalities and achievers

from different
walks of life.
Among those
who were present at the
occasion included the Indian
High Commissioner to UK,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, Raj
Loomba, Meghnad Desai,
Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit
Singh GK, Vikramjit Singh
Sahney, Bhupinder Singh
Chadha and filmmaker Rahul
Mittra.
Chadha also added,
“Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau could
formally apologise for the
Komagata Maru incident in
1914 in which hundreds of
Indian passengers were
denied entry into Canada and
forced to return to an
uncertain and ultimately
violent fate in India... So why
couldn’t the British
Government apologise.”

HTC

L-R: Ruchi Ghanashyam with Raju Chadha and Raj Loomba

L-R: Balbir Singh Kakar, Manjit Singh GK and Vikramjit Singh Sahney

Guru Randhawa
and (inset) with
rapper Pitbull

Nikita Deb
uru Randhawa, the man
behind back-to-back
superhit songs such as
Suit, High Rated Gabru and
Lahore, is now all set to
release a single with American
rapper Armando Christian
Pérez, aka Pitbull. The single,
Slowly Slowly, has been shot
in Miami, USA, and marks
Guru’s first international
collaboration.
“It was great working with
Pitbull sir and a dream-cometrue collaboration for me. I’ve
always wanted to represent
my village, my state and my
country at an international
level, this is one step towards

MORE ON THE VAN DYKE AND ITS VARIANTS

twitter.com/htshowbiz
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“I want to collaborate with more international artistes
from around the world to explore new markets and
serve music globally.
GURU RANDHAWA SINGER
that dream,” says Guru.
Produced by Bhushan
Kumar of T-Series and
composed, written and sung
by Guru, this fusion dance
track has brought together
Miami and Mumbai. Guru
says, “Pitbull sir has added his
flavour to the song, which has
made it universal. Shooting in
Miami was a beautiful

experience and he was
extremely friendly.”
In fact, Guru shares that on
a recent trip to Miami, he even
visited Pitbull’s restaurant for
dinner at the latter’s
invitation. “It was a fun
evening. The chef made us try
their special dishes and the
hospitality was superb. They
even played all my songs. I

can’t thank Pitbull sir enough
for all his support and love,”
he says, adding that they both
danced to Guru’s Punjabi
numbers. Guru strongly feels
it is time for him to expand his
music globally. “We have
worked very hard on this
collaboration and I hope this
will put Indian music on the
world map,” he says.
And the musician is keen on
future projects with
international artistes. “I want
to collaborate with more
international artistes from
around the world to explore
new markets and serve music
globally,” adds the Patola
singer.
n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

Acting on stage excites me: Aahana Kumra

Criticism of Sansa Stark
pushed Sophie towards
suicidal thoughts
elebrities struggling with
depression and a feeling of
isolation isn’t an
uncommon phenomenon, and
the most recent star to open up
about going through mental
health issues is the 23-year-old
British actor Sophie Turner. In
a podcast interview with Dr
Phil, Sophie revealed that her
mental health deteriorated
following negative social media
comments for playing Sansa
Stark in Game of Thrones.
“I would just believe it. I’d
say, ‘Yeah, I am spotty. I am fat.
I am a bad actress.’ I would get
[the costume department] to
tighten my corset a lot. I just
got very, very self-conscious,”
she said during the podcast.
She joined the popular
fantasy show when she was 15
and began suffering from
depression since the age of 17.
Sophie recalls having
suicidal thoughts. “It’s weird. I
say I wasn’t very depressed
when I was younger, but I used
to think about suicide a lot. I
don’t know why though. Maybe
it’s just a weird fascination I
used to have, but yeah, I used to
think about it. I don’t think I
ever would have gone through

www.facebook.com/HTcity
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allure of the chic city
lumberjack,” says Isha.
One could also credit the
stubble fixation to the whole
hipster movement clouding the
menswear and grooming
spaces. While French beards,
shaded sideburns and
handlebar moustaches
definitely complement Indian
facial features, they also
sharpen the jawline. “There’s a
push on vintage-inspired
aesthetic seen in brand
campaigns and on billboards
and the facial fuzz goes very
well with it,” adds Isha.
If ex-footballer David
Beckham has been the pin-up
for off-kilter hair styles, Virat
has been a metaphor for the
impossibly well-groomed

www.hindustantimes.com

The actor talks
about her stint
in theatre and
her love for
the stage
Gayathri Menon
rom portraying the
innocent daughter of
Amitabh Bachchan in the
television series, Yudh at
the beginning of her career, to
playing the role of Priyanka
Gandhi in the political
biography film, The Accidental
Prime Minister, Aahana
Kumra has been proving her
mettle as an actor with every
film. The Lipstick Under My
Burkha (2017) actor is also
known for theatre plays such
as By George, Arms And The
Man, and Rebecca, to name a
few. With her latest play, Dekh
Behan coming up, the actor is
back to the stage and is excited
about it.
About how she started this
journey she says, “Once I was
done with the schooling, I
joined a summer workshop at
Prithvi theatre. That’s when I
realised that I enjoyed theatre.
The high and adrenaline rush
you get from being on stage,
excites me as an actor. Unlike
films, one doesn’t have to wait
for the audience reaction while

F
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performing on stage.”
Remembering one of her
goof-ups during a
performance,
Aahana says,
“Once, while

performing By George,
directed by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah; actor), I
forgot my lines
on stage. It
was just me
and Faisal

Rashid on stage and we kept
looking at each other and my
expressions were such that he
thought that he had forgotten
his lines. It was really funny.”
Aahana believes that
Mumbai is a hub for theatre
lovers and gives a lot of
opportunities to upcoming
artistes. “Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity to many
actors who want to begin their
acting careers, and understand
the kind of artistes they are.
There’s always something
happening in Mumbai. I’m glad
that I got to start my career in
theatre in Bombay.”

Theatre in Mumbai
offers the opportunity
to many actors who
want to begin their
acting careers and
understand the kind of
artistes they are.
AAHANA KUMRA, ACTOR
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David Tennant: The Scottish actor known for
roles in TV Shows such as Dr Who and
Broadchurch turns 48 today.

Health remains excellent as your enjoy your
fitness. But be sure not to indulge in
unnecessary things. Money does not
seem to pose much problem today, as
you may discover new avenues for
earning. At the professional side, things
ARIES
remain at a stagnant stage unless you do
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
something about it. Romance will bloom for
sure as your cards show good signs. Your
helpful nature will not be greatly appreciated on the social front,
making you upset. But don’t be disheartened. Be careful on the roads
today as you drive. You are likely to strike a good bargain in buying a
house.

You are likely to take all the right steps to
keep perfect health. Keep up the good
spirit. Your financial state remains
satisfactory. The profitable time might
lapse for professionals and it’s time to
show some talent. Lovers might find it
TAURUS
hard to get time to spend together. Family
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
life will prove immensely fulfilling, as
mutual bonds strengthen. This is an excellent
time for travelling and a foreign trip seems on the cards. Bargain
property deals can be expected for some today. Things look rosy on
the academic front, as your efforts get recognised. Keep up the hard
work.

You need to put in efforts to remain fit.
Investing money on sheer guesswork can
make you lose money, so don’t indulge in
it. Certain issues may need to be handled
with care on the professional front. Your
love life takes a downswing, as spouse or
GEMINI
lover doesn’t appear to be too
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
accommodating. A quiet and fulfilling day
with family is indicated today. Enjoy it to the
fullest. You may become the point of anger of someone in your
property business. Be extremely careful. Those who are travelling for
business will be able to make better bargains with customers in
selling travel deals.

You are likely to struggle to ensure good
health. So try and come back to your
fitness routine to stay healthy. Some
payments at stake are likely to make
you lose hope; try and control your
expenditure. Some of you may get
CANCER
selected for something prestigious on the
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
professional front. Expecting too much
from your lover will not be too fruitful at this
junction. Your helping hand to someone on the social front is likely to
make you happy. An exciting vacation might turn sour due to reasons
beyond your control. Property deals should be postponed for another
day.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Royal Blue

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Dark Grey

You are likely to lead a good deal on selling
a property. Luck might not be favourable
on the monetary front today. Reaching
peak physical fitness will not be a
problem for you, as you keep up your
workout routine. A big break on the
LEO
career front is likely, so keep your fingers
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
crossed. Your first step on the romantic
front might not be too exciting; but be hopeful
as things might brighten up in your love life soon. Your helping hand
to someone on the social front is likely to win you many brownie
points. A profitable time is foreseen for those in travel and tourism
sectors.

Health woe might keep you distracted
from doing anything else. Beware of
smooth talkers who talk of investing in
get-rich-quick schemes today, as you
can be taken for a ride and end up losing
money. You will complete a given task
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
without an error at work today and
receive much appreciation. Lover will not
live to his or her promise, thereby break your
heart. Peace and tranquillity prevailing at home is likely to soothe
your nerves. You should be vigilant on road todays as per your travel
card prediction. A lucrative offer on a property might being cheer to
you and your family.

You will manage to remain in top physical
condition. Keep up the good work. Your
efforts to cut down on spending will
help you save enough money. Don’t be
too trusting of a colleague at work you
came to know recently, as you may get
LIBRA
hoodwinked. Those in love are set to enjoy
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
an exciting outing with partner. Enjoy to the
fullest. Someone in the family is likely to raise
your prestige, but you will be able to surmount them all. A trip may
have to be shelved due to paucity of time. But don’t be too
disheartened. Prospects for a lucrative deal are likely to get you going
on the property front.

You will enjoy good health despite the bit
of overindulgence in food and drinks.
Financial worries may compel you to put
brakes on someone’s spending. You may
be required to take up an important
work on behalf of a senior, which will
SCORPIO
fetch you immense benefits. Planning
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
something exclusive for lover on the
romantic front is on the cards. Those connected
with the media may be tasked with something important. You may
feel awkward in asking somebody’s favour at home. Not a good day
to make travel plans. Property dealings should also be postponed for
the time being.

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Green

Enough rest will rejuvenate you and keep
you happy in terms of your health. An
outstanding payment is likely to be put
on hold bringing you too much of
worries. Your methodical approach is
likely to save you from last minute rush
SAGITTARIUS
in an important project a work. An
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
exciting time is foreseen driving around the
countryside with someone you like. You may
plan out an exciting evening for lover today. Keep up the good spirit
and continue to shower them with your love. Homemakers might
have to slough hard to impress someone in the family. A long battle
of property might put you under great pressure.

Ignoring health may get you into all sorts
of problems. So play caution and do
something in that direction. A change
envisaged on the financial front is likely
to prove most favourable. Your current
profession is likely to give you immense
CAPRICORN
satisfaction and make you move ahead
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
with confidence. A romantic evening that
was supposed to bring pleasure might get
cancelled. Your efforts will bring peace and harmony on the domestic
front might prove futile. A sudden plan of an outing will cheer your
spirits back today. A lucrative property deal may become hard to
bring the desired results.

Your fitness mantra will ensure total fitness
if you remain steadfast to bring positive
results. A friend is likely to step forward
to finance your dream project. Be
thankful towards him/her. Differences
are foreseen with someone important on
AQUARIUS
the professional front. Try to resolve them
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at the earliest. A romantic evening with
lover cannot be ruled out and it would make for
an enjoyable time! A piece of good news regarding a near and dear
one may brighten you up. You may come across a lucrative official
tour. A lucrative property deal may become hard to ignore, so go right
ahead.

Keeping up the efforts on the fitness front
will benefit you immensely. Your health
issues are coming to an end as you take
minute problems seriously and deal with
them effectively. Financial situation
remains a thing of concern. Your creative
PISCES
side craves expression, so find time to do
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
something about it. A job switch promises
better working hours and added perks. Giving
time to lover or spouse today may become important, so don’t
ignore. Someone may expect you to cater to his or her whims on the
domestic front. A different mode may be adopted for commuting to
workplace by some. Property disputes will bring you much concern.

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: All Shades of Green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Ankita Lokhande
was recently
seen in
Manikarnika:
The Queen of
Jhansi

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The song Aahun Aahun in Love Aaj Kal
(2009) was sampled from Madan Maddi’s
Punjabi song Has Bol Ve and Deewane Tere
Naam Ke from the 1991 film Saudagar.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3059
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

NNAEI
IVILL
EIUPPY
AE LSHV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

To ____ _______ is an inward power of the soul.
- Marcus Aurelius (4,7)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Inane, villi, yuppie, halves
ANSWER: To live happily is an inward power of the soul. Marcus Aurelius

MOVIES ON TV

Ankita Lokhande’s next
to be an action film? H

Juhi Chakraborty

Rishabh Suri

he held her ground as
Jhalkaribai in the bigbudget film Manikarnika:
The Queen of Jhansi starring
Kangana Ranaut, and now
actor Ankita Lokhande’s film
career has finally taken off in
the right direction. While she
has been receiving offers for
different kinds of films, action
is one genre that remained
elusive to her, until now.
A source reveals to us that
Ankita has recently received
an offer for an out and out
commercial film, which will
see her dabble in action genre
like never before. And she
might just sign on the dotted
line. “Ankita got good reviews
for her acting in Manikarnika.

S

Ankita got good
reviews for her acting
in Manikarnika.
Besides emotional
scenes, she also got to
showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities.
A SOURCE

Besides emotional scenes, she
also got to showcase her action
(stunt) capabilities. It is
because of that she was keenly
waiting for some actionoriented role to come her way,
and when it finally did in the
form of this out and out
commercial film, she couldn’t
let it go. It’s almost done, but
things are yet to be finalised,”
informs the source.
When we reached out to
Ankita, she didn’t confirm or
deny the rumour. Rather, she
kept it cryptic and replied,
“Manikarnika was an amazing
experience and I really had a
great time performing the
action sequences.I am really
excited and looking forward to
be a part of more action films.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

er much-publicised debut
with Mohabbatein in 2000
did not really translate
into good work in
Bollywood. Though Shamita
Shetty went on to star in a
handful of films over the years,
she rues she could never make a
lasting impact in the film
industry and did not get as
many films as she would have
liked.
“I am slowly getting back to
acting. I did a web series in 2017
and it was then that I realised
that I missed acting. I didn’t get
as many films as I would have
wanted to be a part of,” shares
Shamita, whose last film was
Cash (2007).
She adds, “I felt the films I
was offered back then weren’t
going to tap my potential or I
wouldn’t be able to do justice to
them. But I wish I had more
films to my credit.”
Despite all this, Shamita,
who has been around for almost
two decades now, says she holds
no regrets about how her career
shaped up, as she can’t do much
about things beyond her
control. “I have grown as a
person. I am so happy with all
the experiences that I have had
– both good and bad. It has made
me a strong person and made
me what I am today,” she adds.
Her sister, actor Shilpa
Shetty, who has stepped away
from films since 2007, has kept
herself busy with TV work
commitments. So, has she ever
thought of judging reality

Godzilla at
2302

EDITOR’S
PICK

0944 Charlie
and the
Chocolate
Factory
1143 A Quiet Place
1309 Blood Diamond
1540 2012
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
2302 Godzilla

Shamita Shetty
made her film
debut with
Mohabbatein
Welcome at 1518

shows? “I don’t believe in
comparing myself with anyone
else, let alone my sister. I have
done an action reality show. As

and when opportunities come
my way, I will take them up.
There is no planning as such,”
she concludes.

0943 Nayaki
1200 Phir Hera Pheri
1518 Welcome
1835 Tabahi Zulm Ki
2100 Toilet – Ek Prem Katha

The Boss Baby at 1716

Troy at 2100

1004 Logan
1237 Ice Age: Continental Drift
1413 Avatar
1716 The Boss Baby
1908 Transporter 2
2050 Thor
2303 Kingsman: The Golden
Circle

1419 The Mexican
1619 Universal Soldier: A New
Beginning
1754 Van Wilder: Freshman
Year
1916 Beyond Valkyrie: Dawn of
The 4th Reich
2100 Troy

Alex Pandian at 2320

Raees at 2000

0830 Kshatriya - Ek
Yoddha
1130 Yeh Hai Jalwa
1420 ABCD: Any Body Can
Dance
1720 Chup Chup Ke
2050 Dashing Rambabu
2320 Alex Pandian

0751 The Amazing SpiderMan 2
1047 Maine Dil Tujhko Diya
1405 Ek Vivaah Aisa Bhi
1659 Masss
2000 Raees
2300 Anacondas: Trail of
Blood
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