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ABHINANDAN TRANSFERRED FROM J&K

SMITH REPLACES RAHANE AS RAJASTHAN ROYALS CAPTAIN

>>htnation p9

Sexual harassment case
against CJI heard by CJI
DENIAL Charges part of conspiracy to ‘deactivate’ highest judicial office, says Gogoi
Ashok Bagriya
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

APEX COURT TAKES SUO MOTU COGNISANCE

NEW DELHI : Chief Justice of India

Ranjan Gogoi responded to charges of sexual harassment levelled against him by a former
staffer in his office by convening
an urgent hearing of the matter
in the Supreme Court on Saturday by a three-judge bench
headed by him, and spoke for 18
minutes defending himself.
A visibly emotional Gogoi said
the charges — unprecedented in
so far as they have been levelled
against the top judge of the highest court in the land — were an
attempt by a bigger force to
“deactivate the office of the Chief
Justice of India because sensitive matters are being heard by
the court next week”.
The court has taken suo motu
(a Latin phrase meaning on its
own motion) cognisance of the
matter, and it will now be heard
by the two other judges who
heard the issue on Saturday, justices Arun Mishra and Sanjiv
Khanna.
The order issued on Saturday
also advised the media to exercise restraint in its coverage of
the case; it was signed only by
Mishra and Khanna and not by
CJI Gogoi, indicating he had
technically recused himself
from the case. It wasn’t immediately known when the matter
will be heard next.
“There is a bigger force
behind this. They want to deactivate the office of the Chief Justice of India because I am hearing

shortstories
TAKE DOWN WEB
SERIES ON PM
MODI: EC TO EROS
NEW DELHI: Citing the model
code of conduct for the Lok Sabha
polls, the Election Commission on
Saturday directed Eros Now to
take down a web series on
PM Narendra Modi and all related
contents till further orders. The
poll watchdog cited its April 10
order, banning the screening of a
biopic on PM Modi till the Lok
Sabha elections are over, to bar
the streaming of the series. ››P8

EC notice to Sidhu over
appeal for votes to Muslims
NEW DELHI : The Election Commission Saturday issued a showcause notice to Punjab minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu for his
remarks in which he allegedly
warned Muslims that efforts were
on to divide their votes in Bihar.
Sidhu has been asked to respond
within 24 hours.
››P2

36
with
in
Chandigarh, Panchkula, Mohali
and Ludhiana only

THE
CHARGE
Alleged
workplace
sexual
harassment
Termination of
employment of
complainant,
some of her
family
members
Victimisation by
filing a “false
and frivolous”
bribery
complaint

WHAT THE CHIEF JUSTICE SAID
n Attempt is being made to undermine the

independence of judiciary by levelling
allegations of sexual harassment against
the Chief Justice of India
n There is a bigger force behind this. They

want to deactivate the office of the Chief
Justice of India because I am
hearing sensitive matters
next week
n Nobody can catch me on

money. People have to find
something and they have
found this
n All employees of the

Supreme Court are
treated respectfully
by me

sensitive matters next week.
Independence of judiciary is
under very serious threat, it is
pathetic,” said Gogoi during the
hearing that lasted 23 minutes.
He added that he will “continue to act without fear and
decide whatever cases I have to
decide. Nobody can stop me.”
Opinion was divided on the
CJI’s reaction.
Senior advocate Sanjay Hegde
said: “Judges speak only
through their judgment, when
there is an attack on a judge of
this nature, there was no other
recourse except to answer from
the bench itself. The CJI has
made his personal position clear
by denying all the allegations.

n Sexual harassment is a cognizable

offence, which means police are
obliged to register an FIR on
learning of the allegations. But, as
per a 1991 top court ruling, no
criminal case can be registered
against a serving judge unless the
CJI is consulted. It is unclear what
happens if allegation is against CJI
n An in-house mechanism also exists

to respond to such cases. The CJI
forms a three-judge panel, which
conducts an in-camera probe into
the allegations. In this case too,
there is no clarity on what happens
if the CJI has been accused

Thereafter, he has left it to the
institution to take a call and give
an institutional response. ”
SN Singh, former dean of the
law faculty at Delhi University,
added: “ Every time an allegation of sexual harassment is
made against a judge, they say
judiciary is in danger. How is the
independence of judiciary in
danger? The CJI should go on
leave and an inquiry must be
made in the matter.”
On Friday, April 19, a former
woman staffer associated with
the office of the CJI, wrote to 22
Supreme Court judges that
“there has been sexual harassment and consequent victimization of the woman and her fam-

ily” by the CJI, according to the
letter.
The letter from the woman
refers to incidents that allegedly
took place in his home office,
where she was posted for some
time.
It mentions efforts to allegedly target her family, including
her husband, a head constable in
Delhi Police, who has been suspended, and a brother-in-law
who was first appointed to a job
in the Supreme Court under the
CJI’s discretionary quota and
then removed a few months
later.It adds that she herself was
shuffled around various departments and subsequently fired.
CONTINUED ON P9
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candidates’profile

CHANDIGARH:The Congress on Sat-

urday named Gidderbaha MLA
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
for Bathinda and sitting MP Sher
Singh Ghubaya for Ferozepur
parliamentary seats, ending the
battle of wits with the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), which is yet to
name its candidates for both the
segments.
Warring, 41, a two-time MLA
from Gidderbaha and a former
president of the Indian Youth
Congress (IYC), had offered to
take on sitting Bathinda MP
Union minister Harsimrat Kaur
Badal. The SAD is, however, yet
to declare Harsimrat’s candidature. With his nomination, the
party has also fulfilled the criteria of naming at least one youth
candidate.
From Ferozepur, the party
has decided on Ghubaya, keeping in mind that Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal has
given indications of contesting
from the Akali bastion. Hailing
from the Rai Sikh community,
which holds sway over the seat,

AAP. “Our decision to form an
alliance with the Congress was
to stop the Modi-Shah duo,” he
said.
“The Congress has zero presence in Delhi even then they
want nearly half of the seats.
With that logic, the Congress
should form an alliance in Punjab and Haryana too. We have 20
MLAs and 4 MPs in Punjab then
why can’t an alliance be formed
with us,” Sisodia asked.
Senior party leader Sanjay
Singh said they have agreed to
all seat sharing arrangements
that the Congress proposed, but
even then the grand old party
backtracked.
PTI

AMRINDER SINGH
RAJA WARRING, 41

SHER SINGH
GHUBAYA, 56

A protégé of former Congress
leader and Faridkot MP
Jagmeet Brar, Warring is known
for his Badal-bashing. He shot
to fame by defeating Manpreet
Singh Badal in the 2012 state
polls. Congress president Rahul
Gandhi later named him as the
Youth Congress chief but had
not favoured a ministership
for him.

A two-time MP from Ferozepur,
Ghubaya made a soft entry into
the Congress in the run-up to the
2017 polls through his son
Davinder. Things turned ugly
after a sleaze video of the MP
surfaced but his son came out
victorious from Fazilka. A sworn
enemy of Sukhbir, he once
vacated his Jalalabad seat for
Sukhbir’s foray into state politics.

Ghubaya has won from here
twice in a row since 2009 on the
SAD ticket. He joined the Congress in March this year and
hinted at fighting as a rebel if the

party ignored his claim.
In naming Ghubaya, the party
has also balanced power equations in the state unit, between
chief minister Captain Amarin-

Nyay will remonetise the
Indian economy: Rahul
Shashi Shekhar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BEIJING/NEW DELHI: India’s foreign

NEW DELHI: The Congress’s mini-

secretary Vijay Gokhale will
hold talks with top Chinese officials, including foreign minister
Wang Yi, next week on key issues
such as coordinating the positions of the two sides at international forums and the listing of
JeM chief Masood Azhar.
Officials who spoke on condition of anonymity described
Gokhale’s two-day visit to Beijing beginning on Sunday as part
of regular diplomatic consultations. However, he is visiting
days ahead of the second Belt
and Road Forum, which India
will skip because of concerns
over territorial sovereignty
related to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Gokhale will have a series of
meetings on April 22, including
with vice foreign minister Kong
Xuanyou, and state councillor
Wang Yi.
Indian officials sought to play
down the significance of the timing of the visit, saying it had been
scheduled some time back. ››P9

mum income guarantee
scheme, Nyuntam Aay Yojana
(NYAY), will remonetise the
Indian economy by boosting
demand and manufacturing, the
party’s president Rahul Gandhi
has said.
Gandhi,48, said the Congress
spent the last few months discussing ways to “restart the
economy”.
“The NYAY scheme will
remonetise the Indian economy.
The way petrol is provided to an
engine, the NYAY scheme will
jumpstart the entire economy.
With this, the poor will get
money, demand will increase,
manufacturing will increase
and the youth will get employment,” Gandhi said in an interview with Hindustan, a sister
publication of the Hindustan
Times.
Gandhi said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi could go to jail if
allegations of corruption in the
Rafale fighter jet deal were
investigated. “The documents
that The Hindu newspaper has
published clearly show that
Narendra Modi bypassed the
negotiation team and directly
worked out the details with Dassault. He could go to jail on the
basis of these documents alone,”
Gandhi said.
The Congress president said
unemployment, the agrarian
crisis, and corruption were the
biggest election issues in 2019,
adding that the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government had destroyed “purchas-

mustread
J&K HIGHWAY
RESTRICTIONS
RELAXED
Restrictions on civilian traffic
on the Jammu-Srinagar
Highway (NH-44), imposed
after the Pulwama terror
attack in February, have been
relaxed.
››P7

Congress names Raja Warring for
Bathinda, Ghubaya for Ferozepur

AAP’s no to ‘only
Delhi’ alliance
NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi
Party on Saturday said an alliance just in Delhi is not possible
after the Congress refused to
have a tie-up anywhere else.
Delhi deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia said that giving
three seats to the Congress in
the national capital would mean
“giving three seats to the BJP”,
when asked his opinion on the
4:3 seat sharing formula proposed by the Congress.
He said the Congress first
proposed 6:3:1 seat sharing formula to the AAP in Haryana
where six seats would be for
Congress, three for Jannayak
Janta Party and one seat for

UNCHARTED TERRITORY

Foreign secy to
bring up Azhar
issue during his
china visit

der Singh and Punjab Congress
president Sunil Jakhar, who was
vehemently opposed to candidature of Amarinder loyalist,
sports minister Rana Gurmit
Sodhi from Ferozepur.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has allowed Amarinder
to have his way on some key
seats, including Anandpur Sahib
and Sangrur.
Warring’s Gidderbaha seat
falls in the reserved parliamentary constituency of Faridkot
but the three neighbouring
assembly segments — Bathinda
rural, Lambi (represented by
former CM Parkash Singh
Badal) and Bhucho Mandi — fall
in the Bathinda Lok Sabha seat.
An elated Warring’s first
salvo was at the Akali Dal over
not naming its sitting MP. “Are
they not confident of Harsimrat
winning? If she is shifted to Ferozepur, it will reinforce the belief
that she ran away from
Bathinda,” he said.
With the last two names too
out of the Congress kitty, the
party has declared all its 13 candidates two days before filing of
nominations begin on Monday.

POORVA EXPRESS DERAILS IN UP

>ht sport p17

›

Wherever there is
pain in India, it is the
nature of the Congress to
resolve it. This is our
thinking. This is the vote
bank of the Congress

›

In a way, the Modi government destroyed the
purchasing power of the people. If we do not give
impetus to the purchasing power, and do not restart the
economy of India, how will the country move forward?

RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president

ing power” and that one of the
Congress’s first tasks if it wins
the elections will be to “jumpstart the economy”.
Gandhi also dismissed the
age-old characterisation of
caste-based vote banks, which
has resulted in the election
strategy of social engineering
that many parties use, and said

EC notice to Pragya
for saying her curse
got Karkare killed
Shruti Tomar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: The district election offi-

cer of Bhopal has found a violation of the model of conduct in
remarks made by Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate Pragya
Thakur against former Mumbai
anti-terror squad chief Hemant
Karkare, Madhya Pradesh’s chief
electoral officer (CEO) VL
Kantha Rao said on Saturday.
“Show-cause notices for violation of the model code of conduct
have been served to Pragya Thakur and the organiser of the programme where she made this
remark. Action will considered
against them after their replies.”
Rao said.
Thakur is an accused in the
2008 Malegaon blasts case that
was investigated by Karkare,
who died in the 26/11 terror
attacks in Mumbai. Thakur, who
is out on bail, said on Friday that
she suffered abuse, harassment
and insults from the late police
officer.
She said he died because she
cursed him: “Maine kaha, tera
sarvnash hoga” (I said, may you
perish.) The remarks invited
severe criticism from political
leaders and the Indian Police Service Association. The BJP distanced itself from Thakur’s statement.
On Friday evening, Thakur
offered an apology and said her
remarks were prompted by the
pain she had experienced during
her incarceration.
On Wednesday, Thakur joined
the BJP and hours later was
named the party’s candidate for

n

Pragya Thakur

VIOLATION WAS FOUND
AS A CANDIDATE CAN’T
USE OBJECTIONABLE
LANGUAGE AGAINST
ANY PARTICULAR
PERSON OR RELIGION
the Bhopal Lok Sabha seat. She
faces Congress’s Digvijaya Singh
in the contest.
CEO Kantha Rao said he had
taken cognisance of the matter
and asked Bhopal district collector Sudam Khade to submit a
report on it.
“The violation was found as
any candidate can’t abuse and
use any objectionable
language against any particular
person or religion that could
affect peace and communal harmony. Similarly, no aspect of private life, not connected with the
public activities, of the leaders or
workers of other parties shall be
criticised,” said Khade in a notice
to Thakur and Vikas Virani, BJP
district president, organiser of
the programme.

mustread
BCCI FINES RAHUL, PANDYA ₹20 LAKH

n

The derailed coaches of the Howrah-New Delhi Poorva Express. At least 14 people were injured
when 12 coaches of the train jumped tracks near Kanpur early on Saturday.
PTI

›

On one hand Mr
Modi talks about
nationalism. On the other,
he allows a Rafale fighter
aircraft worth ₹526 cr to
be bought for ₹1,600 cr

BCCI’s ombudsman fined Hardik Pandya and KL Rahul ~20 lakh each for
their sexist comments on a TV show aired in January. The duo will face no
further action, clearing their participation in the World Cup. “I have no
hesitation in observing that the remarks made by the player, even by his
own admissions, did offend sensitivities,” the ombudsman said. ››P17

his party stands for everyone
and has universal appeal.
“I don’t agree. This is your
view that these are vote banks.
The Congress is the party of all
and it helps everyone. Demonetisation and GST hit small businessmen, and these were
opposed by the Congress.”
FULL INTERVIEW ››P8

MODI BACKS
PRAGYA DESPITE
OPPN FURORE
NEWDELHI: A fierce political battle
raged on the nomination of Malegaon blast accused Pragya Thakur as the BJP Bhopal candidate,
as saffron party led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi rallied
behind the decision to field her,
even as leaders across the opposition have questioned the move.
On Friday, Thakur said that
former Mumbai Anti-Terrorist
Squad chief Hemant Karkare,
who died in action during the
Mumbai terror attacks, had tortured her. She added that the top
cop and died after she cursed him.
Pragya Thakur is among the
seven accused in the 2008 Malegaon blast case. Karkare was
heading the probe and Thakur
was arrested as the motorcycle
used in the blast was registered in
her name. Thakur, who has been
charged under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, is out
on bail after nine years in jail.
Her comments received widespread censure. The party’s state
unit too distanced itself from her
reactions.
Following the furore, Thakur
reportedly apologised for her
remarks, but on Saturday
demanded an apology from those
who “tortured her for nine years”
while speaking to reporters.
However, Prime Minister Narendra Modi defended Thakur’s
candidature in a TV interview on
Friday.
He hit out at critics asking why
she could not contest when there
were other candidates who were
out on bail.
“People who have been convicted by the court, some are
going to meet them in jail, or
when they go to the hospital. Do
such people have the right to
preach? Secondly, if the Amethi
candidate is out on bail, no
debate. If the Rae Bareli candidate is out on bail, no debate. But
if the Bhopal candidate is out on
bail, to raise a storm on this. How
will this sustain?” the PM said,
referring to Rahul Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi, who are currently
on bail in a case of alleged misappropriation pertaining to the
National Herald case.
HTC
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election2019
TohrafamilyrejoinsSAD,
Sukhbircallsithistoricday
HOMECOMING Says their fight in Patiala is with Dr Gandhi, Cong’s Preneet will be distant 3rd

›

HT Correspondent
n

We had some
differences with SAD
but things stand sorted out
now. It is like homecoming
for us as the Tohra family
identifies with Akali Dal.
Joining AAP was just a
political compulsion.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD) stalwart late Gurcharan
SinghTohra’sdaughterKuldeep
Kaur, her husband and former
state minister Harmail Singh
TohraandtheirsonHarinderpal
Singh rejoined the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) on Saturday,
with party chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal calling it a historic day for
the Panthic outfit.
The three had joined the Aam
AadmiParty(AAP)intherun-up
tothe2017assemblyelectionafter
Kuldeep Kaur was denied ticket
from the Sanour constituency.
Party chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal, who welcomed the three
into the party-fold at the Tohras’
residence, said, “With the Tohra
family back into the party, the
Panthic mainstream stands as a
united family again.”
“Even former chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal called me
todayandtermedtheTohrafamily’s re-entry into the party as a
‘dream fulfilled’. He will be the
happiest person today, as he
alwayswantedtobewiththefamily,” he added.
Kuldeep Kaur said, “We had
some differences with the party
but things have been sorted out
now.Itislikehomecomingforus
as the Tohra family always identifies with the Akali Dal. Joining

KULDEEP KAUR, late Gurcharan
Singh Tohra’s daughter
n

SAD chief Sukhbir Badal after inducting Kuldeep Kaur and her
husband Harmail Singh Tohra (C) into party in Patiala. The party’s
Patiala nominee Surjit Singh Rakhra is also seen. BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT

AAPwasapoliticalcompulsion.”
Harmailsaid,“Nopartystands
anywherenearSADasfarasPanthic credentials are concerned.
We are committed to the party
and will work for its welfare.”
TheSAD chiefsaidit was very
painfulwhenthemembersofthe
family left the party to join AAP.
“Theremightbeseveralfaultsin
meorinpartypolicieswhatmade
them to leave the party. We have
overcome those faults ,” he said.
“TheBadal-Tohraduowageda
longanddifficultstruggletosteer
the Panth out of many crises,”
Sukhbir said. He said the Akali
Dal is not a party of any individualbutofallworkersandleaders.

On a query about some remarks
by the leaders of SAD (Taksali),
Sukhbir said Ranjit Singh Brahampura is a fatherly figure to
him.“Idon’twanttocommenton
a remark against me by those
who I respect. I hold Brahampura, Sewa Singh Sekhwan and
Rattan Singh Ajnala in high
esteem,” he added.
Also, Youth Congress leader
SharanjeetSinghJogipurjoined
SAD. Sukhbir visited the residence of former market committee chairman Harwinder
Singh Harpalpur to hold a workers’ meeting.
Sukhbir said in the Patiala
constituency the main fight is

betweenSAD’sSurjitSinghRakhraandPunjabDemocratic Alliance (PDA) candidate Dharamvira Gandhi.
“Congress’ Preneet Kaur
will finish a distant third.
The false promises made to the
people of Punjab are going to
haunt the Congress in this election,” he claimed.
Kuldeep Kaur, currently
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committer member, contestedonAAPticketfromSanaur
assemblysegmentin2017butlost
to SAD’s Harinderpal Chandumajra by 20,818 votes. Also, she
unsuccessfullycontestedthe2012
assembly polls as SAD nominee.
HarmailwonasaSADcandidate
from the Dakala constituency
(now Sanour) in 1997 and was
PWD minister in the cabinet.

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB
Khaira focuses
on Lambi to turn
tide in his favour
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LAMBI (MUKTSAR): Punjab Demo-

cratic Alliance candidate from
Bathinda and chief of Punjab
Ekta Party, Sukhpal Singh
Khaira, is toiling hard to
woo the voters in villages falling
under the Lambi assembly constituency — a stronghold of the
Badal family.
Addressing a public meeting
at Sikhawala village, he raked
up the spurt in cancer and hepatitis patients in the area, while
accusing the Badals of failing to
address the issue.
Lambi assembly segment was
the deciding factor in 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, when Shiromani Akali dal (SAD) candidate
Harsimrat Kaur Badal secured
a lead of 35,000 votes and managed to win Bathinda seat by a
narrow margin 19,000 against
Manpreet Singh Badal of the
Congress.
Addressing a meet in Wanwala village in the district,
Sukhpal Khaira said, “If people
feel that Badals have done
enough for the development of
the area people should vote for
Harsimrat and if they are feeling like cheated, people should
vote for me.”
“The Badals are businessmen. They have made hotels
and amassed huge wealth while
in power. They are responsible
for sacrilege of Guru Granth
Sahib and it is high time we
teach them a lesson.”

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

Preferred over bigwigs,
Cong bets big on this doc
Harpreet Kaur
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

EC notice to Sidhu for his comment at Bihar poll rally
Press Trust of India
n

n

Navjot Singh Sidhu

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Election Commission of India Saturday issued a
show-causenoticetoPunjablocal
bodies minister Navjot Singh
Sidhuforhisremarksinwhichhe
allegedly warned the Muslim
community that efforts were on
to divide their votes in Bihar.
TheElectionCommissionsaid
primafaciehehasviolatedprovi-

ASKED TO RESPOND IN
24 HOURS, FAILING
WHICH, EC WILL DECIDE
WITHOUT FURTHER
REFERENCE TO HIM
sions of the model code of conduct,electionlawandaSupreme
Court direction asking politicians not to mix religion
with political discourse while

electioneering.
Sidhu has been asked to
respond within 24 hours, failing
which, theElection Commission
will take a decision without further reference to him. The poll
panelpointedoutthatanFIRhas
already been lodged against him
in Bihar’s Kathiar under some
sectionsofthepenalcodeandsection 123 of the Representation of
the People Act.
Addressinganelectionrallyin

KatiharonApril16,thecricketerturned-politician had stoked a
controversy as he urged Muslim
voters of a Lok Sabha constituencyinBiharwithasizeablepopulation of the minority community to vote en bloc and defeat
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The comments came at a rally
in support of veteran Congress
leader and former Union minister Tariq Anwar.
“Do not consider yourself as

RAJ KUMAR, 50, CONGRESS

HOSHIARPUR:Congresshadabig
line up of aspirants who
wanted to contest from Hoshiarpurreservedconstituencyin
Doaba’sheartlandbutgoingby
the internal survey reports, it
zeroed in on Chabbewal MLA
Raj Kumar.
His candidature has upset
manyCongressmen,including
formerUnionministerofstate
SantoshChowdhary.Incidentally,RajKumaristheonlysitting Congress MLA in Punjab
to have been picked to contest
the Lok Sabha elections. He
hadjoinedtheCongressin2009
andusinghissocialskills,affability and resourcefulness,
made steady rise in the party
ranks. In 2015, he was
appointed chairman of CongressScheduledCastecelland
later taken as member of All
India Congress Committee.
From political gimmickry to
sheddinggenuinetearsforthe
distressed, he knows it all.
Hisfirst attempt at entering
theassemblyin2012failed,but
in 2017, he managed to defeat
four-time MLA and cabinet
ministerSohanSinghThandal
of the Akali Dal. Kumar is a
qualifiedradiologistandrunsa
numberof scancentresacross
Punjab. Just like his political

being in a minority. You constitute the majority here. You are
about 64 per cent. Do not fall into
the trap laid down by people like
Owaisi (president of All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen).
They have been propped up by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP),” Sidhu had said on Monday at a rally held at Barasol, in
the Balrampur assembly segment under the Katihar Lok
Sabha seat in Bihar.

Seat Hoshiarpur (SC)
Educational Qualification
MD (radiology)
Political debut
In 2012, he contested from Chabbewal but lost
to SAD’s Sohan Singh Thandal by a margin of
6,246 votes
Claim to fame
Only sitting Congress MLA to have been picked
for the Lok Sabha elections. Coming
from a humble background given
that his father was a peon with a
bank, Rak Kumar’s rise in business
and politics has been meteoric.
trajectory, his financial rise
wasalsometeoricgiventhathe
came from a poor family. His
fatherhadservedasapeonina
bank after retiring from the
Indian Army. His mother
Simro Devi was Manjhi sarpanch. “I had the determination to do well in life. I have
worked hard to achieve whatever I have today,” he says.
Kumar claims to have the
support of MLAs of six segments in Hoshiarpur — Sham
Churasi, Urmur, Dasuya,
Mukerian and Sri Hargobindpur — but opposition from
within cannot be ruled out.

SantoshChowdharyisalready
weighingoptionsofcontesting
as an Independent. “It was
party’s decision to give me the
ticket. Had it been someone
else,Iwouldhavehappilycampaigned for him or her.
So, I request every leader and
worker to support me,” says
Raj.
Heisrelyingheavilyonconventional and social media to
reach out to the potential voters.“Presenceondigitalmedia
is very important nowadays
but I am trying to personally
meetasmanyelectorsaspossible,” he claims.

Brar is SAD senior
vice-president
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MUKTSAR: A day after former MP

Jagmeet Brar joined the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), he was
appointed as the senior vicepresident of the party. Jagmeet,
along with his supporters, on
Saturday paid obeisance at

Muktsar gurdwara and thanked
Akali Dal for giving him the
opportunity. “Shiromani Akali
Dal fought a historic battle
from1920 to 1925 for freedom
of gurdwaras. I am thankful to
the party leadership for honouring me. I am ready to campaign
for the Akali Dal candidates,”
Brar said.
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shortstories
ARMYMAN
BOOKED FOR
MOLESTATION
BATALA:An armyman was booked
for allegedly molesting a 32-yearold anganwadi worker at Dhianpur village here, police said on
Saturday. The victim, who is
married, said accused Mandeep
Singh barged into the school she
worked at and molested her. ASI
Narinder Kaur said an FIR under
IPC Section 354-B was registered
HTC
against the accused.

Mansa: 1.2 kg ganja seized
MANSA: The police, on Friday, at
around 10 pm, claimed to have
seized 1.2 kg of ganja (cannabis
husk) from the possession of a
22-year-old labourer. The accused,
identified as Deepak Kumar, who
lives with his family in Budhlada,
fled the spot, the police said. “The
accused is absconding. A case has
been registered against him
under Section 20 of the NDPS Act
at police station in Budhlada
subdivision, here,” said SHO
HTC
Gurdeep Singh.

Farmers protest in Muktsar
MUKTSAR:Hundreds of farmers
on Saturday staged a protest in
Muktsar’s Gidderbaha for not
being allowed to unload their
wheat crop in the grain market.
The farmers alleged that officials
stopped them from offloading
their produce by saying that the
moisture of the crop was more
than 12%. Market committee
officials said as per the government’s directions, only the wheat
crop with less than 12% moisture
should be allowed in the grain
HTC
markets.

punjab
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Fivemaskedmenloot₹7lakh
fromPatialabankatgunpoint

Separate OPDs, free
medicines for elderly
at govt hospitals

DAYLIGHT HEIST Used a car stolen from Ludhiana to execute the robbery

Jatinder Mahal
n

jatinder@htlive.com

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA :In a daylight heist, five
masked men looted ₹7.27 lakh
from the Oriental Bank of Commerce branch in Bhamna village
in Samana, 28km from here, on
Saturday.
The robbery took place
around 1.30pm when four of
them barged into the bank and
held the staff, visitors and security guard hostage at gunpoint.
As per the eyewitnesses, the
‘heavily armed’ miscreants had
arrived in a Tata Tiago car, and
overpowered the security guard
by snatching his weapon and
ammunition.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Mandeep Singh
Sidhu said, “We are scrutinising
the footage of CCTV cameras
installed in and outside the bank
to gather vital clues about the
accused and their entry and
escape routes.”
He said one of the accused
remained on the driver seat,
while others executed the crime.
“It has come to the fore that
the accused had snatched the
Tata Tiago car used in the crime
from Ahemadgarh Mandi in
Ludhiana district on Friday at
11pm,” the SSP said.

n

Cops inspecting the crime spot in Patiala on Saturday.

“Special investigation teams
have been formed to identify and
nab the accused at the earliest,”
he added. Teams of forensic
experts have also been called to
gather fingerprints and other
evidences. The police have
sounded high alert in the district
and set-up special checkposts
near the Punjab-Haryana border.
A police official privy to the

probe said preliminary investigation suggested that the robbers had knowledge of demographics of the area and carried
out a recce of the bank before
committing the crime.
A first information report
(FIR) has been registered under
Sections 392 (robbery) and 458
(trespass) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and relevant sections
of the Arms Act.

HT PHOTO

›

Preliminary probe
suggests that they
knew the demographics
of area and carried out a
recce of the bank before
committing the crime
POLICE OFFICIAL

JALANDHAR: The health department has decided to open separateoutdoorpatientdepartments
(OPDs) for senior citizens every
Tuesday and Saturday at all district governments across the
state.
A medical officer, staff nurse
and counsellor will be deputed
for these OPDs under the
National Programme for Health
Care of Elderly programme by
the health and family welfare
department.
A circular has been issued to
all civil surgeons and deputy
medical commissioners by the
additional chief secretary of
health and family welfare, Punjab on April 16. According to the
circular, health officials have
been asked to provide free treatment to elderly people including
lab tests, medicines, physiotherapy,aidsandappliancesatfreeof
costindistricthospitalstosenior
citizens immediately. These
expenses will be booked under
the National Health Mission.
The order also states, there
should will be a separate line at
theOPDregistrationwindowfor
the elderly, while free OPD slips
with different colours should be
dispensed to people above 60
years age, for easyidentification

of senior citizens. Two beds for
the elderly will be kept reserved
in every ward and officials are
directedtomention‘reservedfor
elderly’ behind the wall of the
bed.
“A special attendant will be
deputed at the doorstep of the
hospitalalongwithawheelchair.
His/her dutywouldbeto accompanyseniorcitizensduringtheir
visittohospitalsright frompicking up to dropping back at hospitalexit.His/herhastoassistsenior citizens from taking the OPD
sliptoconsultingdoctor,labtest,
medicinesandothertreatmentat
thehospital,”theadditionalchief
secretary health said.
To ensure compliance of the
directions, health officials have
been directed to submit a
monthly report to additional
chief secretary office by 5th of
each month.
The Jalandhar civil surgeon
office received the directions on
Fridayandallofficialshavebeen
made aware of it.
Civil surgeon Dr Rajesh
KumarBaggasaid,“A letterwas
also issued to all senior medical
officers and ASHA workers to
createmoreawarenessaboutthis
new move .” Bagga said authoritieshaveaskedhospitalstoenrol
NGOs to augment activities
including human resources and
create awareness.
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Ready to face Sunny Deol, voters
will decide who’s real hero: Aujla
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Gagandeep Jassowal
n

AMRITSAR : With Bollywood actor

gagandeep@htlive.com

Sunny Deol’s name being
pitched as likely BJP candidate
from Amritsar constituency for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections slated for May 19, Congress candidate Gurjit Singh
Aujla, on Saturday, said he is
ready to fight the filmstar if he
chooses to contest.
Talking to media on the sidelines of a meet with Delhi SAD
supporters and former president of Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management
Committee
(DSGMC) Paramjit Singh Sarna
at his office, Aujla said he will be

JALANDHAR : With their number

having more than doubled in the
last five years in Punjab, thirdgender voters say theyshould be
given proper representation in
governmentbesideshavingease
of availing of public services.
The number is up from 235 in
2014to537in2019,dataofthePunjab chief electoral office has
revealed. The data is till March
31.
Pooja, 45, a resident of Mandi
Road, Jalandhar, said, “There
should be a proper representation of third-gender people in the
government sector, including
jobs and politics, to bring them
into the mainstream society.
“Secondly, there should be no
discrimination against anyone
based on their religion, sect or
gender,” Pooja added.
InJalandhardistrict,23people
are registered in the category.
Reena Mahant, 60, who stays
with Naina, 43, and Sonam, 45, in
Jalandhar’sAbaadpuraMohalla
said,“Wefacealotofthediscrimination by the public for belonging to the third-gender.”
“The government must frame
laws for us as there are laws for
men and women in the country.
Thegovernmentshouldalsogive
pensions to the elderly among

EC notice to
Khalra for
violating poll code
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : The Punjab Ekta
Party (PEP) candidate for Khadoor Sahib constituency,
Paramjit Kaur Khalra, has been
served notice for violating the
model code of conduct.
Khadoor Sahib returning
officer Pardeep Kumar Sabharwal on Saturday issued the
notice to Khalra for terming
Guru Granth Sahib her election
manifesto.
In the notice, Sabharwal
stated, “During an interview to
a news channel, Khalra termed
Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh holy
book, her election manifesto. By
doing this, she has violated the
election code.”
Through the notice, the
returning officer has also
sought within 48 hours,
Khalra’s explanation on why
action should not be taken
against her.
Sabharwal said in case
Khalra fails to reply within the
said period, further action will
be initiated against her.

DURING AN INTERVIEW
TO A NEWS CHANNEL,
KHALRA TERMED GURU
GRANTH SAHIB HER
ELECTION MANIFESTO,
WHICH IS A VIOLATION
OF POLL CODE, SAYS RO

n

Naina, Reena Mahant and Sonam showing their voter cards.

THE NUMBER OF SUCH
VOTERS HAS MORE THAN
DOUBLED IN LAST FIVE
YEARS IN PUNJAB, FROM
235 IN ’14 TO 537 IN ’19
us,” Mahant added.
Nainasaid,“Ifacedalotofhassletogetmypassportmadeinthe
Jalandhar passport office due to

someissuesinthegendersection
ofAadhaarcard.Imadeumpteen
visitsoversixmonthstothepassportofficelastyeartofinallygetit
done. There should be ease of
availing of public services for
people of our gender.”
“Ifaceddiscriminationataprivate bank when they declined to
issuemenewcreditcardwithout
giving any valid reason even as I
amfillingincometaxreturnsregularly. Also, no bank agrees to

PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

give us a loan. We should be
treated like normal people and
decisions should be taken on the
basisofmerit,notgender,”added
Naina.
Navjit Singh Johal, a journalism professor at Punjabi University,Patiala,saidpoliticalparties
aretotallyconfusedasrealissues
are missing from their agenda.
“Thedemandsofthird-gender
voters are real and should be
taken seriously,” he said.

By fielding Pragya Thakur, BJP
polarising nation: Manish Tewari
GARHSHANKAR (HOSHIARPUR) :Congress’candidatefromAnandpur
Sahib Manish Tewari on SaturdayaccusedtheBJPof‘criminalising politics’ by allotting tickets
to the likes of Malegaon blast
accused Pragya Thakur.
Speaking on the sidelines of a
rally,Tewarisaid,“Elementslike
Thakur are promoting hatred in
the society by dividing people
along communal lines. By field-

ing a terror-attack accused, the
BJP has made its intensions
clear. It wants to polarise the
nation.”
Tewari called Congress’
former spokesperson Priyanka
Chaturvedi an ‘opportunist’ for
joining Shiv Sena: “Until yesterday,shehadbeenpromotingsecularism but now she has joined
the country’s biggest communal
party. This is opportunism at its

worst.” Not sparing former MP
JagmeetSinghBrar,Tewarisaid
theformerCongressmemberhad
a tendency of not staying in any
party for long.
Tewari said his competition
was with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and not Shiromani
Akali Dal’s (SAD’s) candidate
PremSinghChandumajra.“Lok
Sabha polls are fought on
national issues,” he said. HTC

n

Gurjit Singh Aujla

happy if the BJP fields a strong
candidate against him.
Sunny Deol met BJP national
president Amit Shah on Friday.
Responding to a query on the
matter, the member of parliament (MP) from Amritsar said,
“Let people tell who is their hero
and son of the soil. There is no

Time to teach Cong
lesson for attacking
Akal Takht: Majithia

use electing someone who
doesn’t live in Punjab.”
Sarna, asked the gathering to
support Aujla, saying “People of
Punjab now know the real face
of SAD-BJP. It is the time to
show them the mirror,” said
Sarna, urging the public to support the Congress candidate.
He added, “During the 2014
Lok Sabha polls, Amritsar
taught BJP’s Arun Jaitley a lesson. Even this time, whosoever
is BJP’s candidate will have to
face a severe defeat.”
He also appealed to party
workers to spread awareness
about the work done by Punjab
government in the tenure of past
two years.
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AMRITSAR : Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) leader Bikram Singh
Majithia on Saturday said it was
time to teach the Congress a lesson for attacking the Akal Takht,
the highest temporal seat of the
Sikhs.
Majithia, who addressed
three rallies organised in favour
of SAD’s Khadoor Sahib candidate Jagir Kaur at Tarsikka,
Bandala and Attari, said, “Khadoor Sahib is a Panthic constituency and its people have not forgotten the attack by the Congress to destroy the Akal Takht
in 1984. It was the Congress’ biggest mistake. This is the right
time to teach the party a lesson
for attacking the holy shrine.”
In Bandala, Majithia led a
roadshow on a tractor, which he
dedicated to the farmers of Punjab who he said were betrayed by
the Congress.
“Before the 2017 assembly
polls, waiving loans of farmers

n

Bikram Singh Majithia

was the Congress’ key promise.
It has been more than two years
since the party is in power in the
state, but farmers are still reeling under debt.”
On drug issue, the former revenue minister said, “Captain
Amarinder Singh had promised
to eradicate menace of drugs
from Punjab within four weeks,
but the problem still prevails.
The Congress government failed
on every front.”
He appealed the SAD workers
to approach every household in
the constituency to ensure the
victory of Jagir Kaur.

CHANDIGARH: The Akali Dal on
Saturday welcomed yet another
Congress rebel, Gurvinder
Singh Bali, into its fold.
Bali, who had applied for the
Anandpur Sahib seat, had
resigned as Punjab Congress
spokesman after his claim was
overlooked and gone ballistic
against chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh.
SAD president Sukhbir Singh
Badal visited the residence of
Bali at Panchkula and inducted
him into the party fold along
with his supporters.
He said Bali’s presence would
boost SAD prospects in Anandpur Sahib Lok Sabha seat, a
statement issued by the party
said.

*MRP (incl. of all taxes). Conditions apply.

State’s third-gender voters flag
up bias, seek level-playing field

Amul Ghee

500mL I ` 217*

RESIGNED AS PUNJAB
CONG SPOKESMAN
AFTER HE WAS DENIED
TICKET FROM
ANANDPUR SAHIB

SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI UNIVERSITY
KAKRYAL, KATRA-182320 (J&K)
(A State University recognized under Section 2 (f) & 12 (B) of UGC Act of 1956)

For Details Visit: www.smvdu.ac.in
University is Ranked Among Top 100 Engineering & Management Institutions & Among Top
150 Universities in India by NIRF 2019 of MHRD, GoI.
M.Tech. (Energy Systems),
M.Sc. (Physics), M.Sc. (Mathematics)
M.Sc. (Biotechnology) With specialization in Genetics.
M.A. (English), M.A. (Philosophy)
Ph.D. - offered in various schools of University

SMVDUEE-2019
SMVDU Entrance Examination 2019 will be conducted for admission to the various UG, PG
& Integrated programs as per schedule below:
Last Date for filling Application Form
Date of Exam
6th May 2019 for B.Tech, MBA & 5 Year Integrated M.Sc. (Economics)
11th May 2019
10th
June
2019
for
M.Tech.,
M.Sc.
,
M.A.
15th
June 2019
ADMISSION NOTICE 2019-20
10th July 2019
Applications are invited for Admission to the following 5th July 2019 for Ph.D.
programs for Academic Session 2019-20:
Online Applications can be filled at www.smvdu.ac.in till the last date mentioned.
Undergraduate Programs
For details regarding eligibility, scholarships etc. download Admission Brochure-2019-20 &
B.Tech. (Computer Sc. & Engineering);
SMVDUEE 2019 Information Brochure, from University Website
B.Tech. (Electronics & Comm. Engineering);
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
B.Tech. (Mechanical Engineering);
For B.Tech.: AIR (CRL) in JEE (Main) 2019 examination Rank Up to 30,000 Full Tuition Fee
B.Tech. (Civil Engineering);
waiver for first 05 semesters. Above 30,000 & Up to 50,000 Full Tuition Fee waiver for first 04
B.Tech. (Electrical Engineering);
Admission to B.Tech. through SMVDUEE 2019 OR Direct semesters. Above 50,000 & Up to 1,00,000 Full Tuition Fee waiver for first 03 semesters.
For B.Arch.: AIR (CRL) in JEE (Main) 2019 examination
Counseling based on Rank in JEE Main 2019
Rank Up to 500 Full Tuition Fee waiver for first 05 semesters. Above 500 & Up to 1,500 Full
B. Architecture.
Admission through Direct Counseling based on Rank in JEE Tuition Fee waiver for first 04 semesters. Above 1,500 & Up to 3,000 Full Tuition Fee waiver for
first 03 semesters
Main 2019 OR NATA 2019
For MBA: percentile in MAT/CMAT
Integrated Program
Above 90 Full Tuition Fee waiver for 1 year & 50% Tuition Fee waiver for 2 Year 85 to 90 Full
5 Years Integrated M.Sc.(Economics) after 10+2
Tuition Fee waiver for 1 year 80 to 85 50% Tuition Fee waiver for 1st Year. (For other scholarships
Postgraduate Programs
Master of Business Administration (MBA) –
visit website)
Admission through MAT/CMAT also.
Toll Free No.: 1800-180-7133, Cell: 7051673488,
M.Tech. (Computer Sc. & Engg.; Electronics & Comm. Engg.; Landline: 01991-285524 Extension: 2212, E-mail: admission@smvdu.ac.in
Manufacturing & Automation) – Admission through CCMTSd/No. SMVDU/AA/19/90 dated: 16/04/2019
2019 also.
Registrar
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BATTLEFIELD HARYANA

Dushyant,Brijendrafilepapers
fromHisar,TanwarfromSirsa
IN THE FRAY 39 candidates filed their
nomination from 10 constituencies in Haryana
on Saturday, taking the number to 78
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH/HISAR/KARNAL:

As
many as 39 candidates filed their
nomination papers from 10 Lok
SabhaconstituenciesinHaryana
on Saturday.With this, thenumber of candidates filing nominations has risen to 78.
Thecandidateswhofiledtheir
papers on Saturday include BrijendraSinghofBharatiyaJanata
Party(BJP)andDushyantChautala of Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP)-Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
alliancefromHisar,BJP’sNayab
Saini from Kurukshetra and the
saffron party’s Sanjay Bhatia
fromKarnal.FromtheSirsaparliamentary constituency, CongressstatepresidentAshokTanwarandJJP-AAPalliancecandidate Nirmal Singh filed their
papers.
Thejointchiefelectoralofficer
of Haryana, Inder Jeet said that
fromAmbalaparliamentaryconstituency, Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) candidate Naresh Saran
filed his papers while BSP candidate from Gurugram Raes
Ahmed filed his papers.
Brijendra, a former IAS officer, was accompanied by his
father and Union steel minister
BirendarSinghandHaryanaBJP
presidentSubhashBarala.Talking to the media after filing his
papers,Brijendrasaid,“TheCongress has not announced its
Hisarcandidateasitisnotsureof
its win. I have come to know that
no one is ready to contest on a
Congress ticket as they know all

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

Brijendra on new mission
after stint in bureaucracy

assetswatch

Bhaskar Mukherjee
n

Bhaskar.mukherjee@hindustantimes.com

BRIJENDRA SINGH, 46, BJP

HISAR: Claiming that their son

ASHOK TANWAR, WHO
FILED HIS PAPERS FOR
THE SIRSA SEAT, SAID
THE CONGRESS WILL
DECLARE THE REST OF
ITS CANDIDATES SOON
10 seats will come into the BJP’s
kitty.”
Meanwhile, Dushyant Chautala,whowasaccompaniedbyhis
father Ajay Chautala, mother
Naina Chautala, JJP party chief
NishanSinghandAAPstatepresident Naveen Jaihind, said, “I
haveworkedround-the-clockfor
the people of Hisar so I am sure
theywillreposefaithinmeagain.
The BJP, meanwhile, is facing a
nationwide loss of trust while
another party is yet to decide its
candidates.”
Meanwhile Ashok Tanwar,
who filed his papers for the Sirsa
seat, said the Congress will
declare the rest of its candidates
soon. Addressing a workers
meeting,Tanwarsaidduringthe
Congress regime, most of the
MPLAD fund for the Sirsa Lok
Sabha seat was used.
JJP-AAP candidate Nirmal
Singhafter filinghis nomination
papers said, “JJP is a new party
but had given a tough fight to the
others during Jind bypoll. With
AAP’ssupportthepartywillwin
all the seats of Haryana.”
In Karnal and Kurukshetra,
CMManoharLalKhattaraccompaniedSanjayBhatiaandNayab
Saini as they filed their papers.

BRIJENDRA SINGH,
BJP, HISAR

NIRMAL SINGH,
JJP-AAP, SIRSA

ASHOK TANWAR,
INC, SIRSA

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹4.6 crore
Movable assets: ₹1.74 crore
Cash in hand: ₹2.10 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹15.50 lakh
Investment in bonds: Nil
Jewellery: ₹5.5 lakh
Immovable assets: ₹2.86 crore
Vehicle: The family doesn’t
own a car

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹12.17 lakh
Movable assets: ₹2.17 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹48,000
Bank deposits: ₹19,000
Investment in bonds: Nil
Jewellery: ₹1.50 lakh
Immovable: ₹10 lakh
Vehicle: The family doesn’t
own a car

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹5.7 crore
Movable assets: ₹2.38 crore
Cash in hand: ₹18 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹14 lakh
Investment in bonds: ₹1 lakh
Jewellery: ₹27 lakh
Immovable: ₹3.32 crore
Vehicle: The family doesn’t
own a car

DUSHYANT CHAUTALA,
JJP-AAP, HISAR

NAYAB SAINI, BJP,
KURUKSHETRA

SANJAY BHATIA,
BJP, KARNAL

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹47.20 crore
Last time (2014 elections): ₹36.13
crore
Movable assets: ₹15.18 crore
Cash in hand: ₹3.55 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹63 lakh
Investment in bonds: ₹5 lakh
Jewellery: ₹1.40 crore
Immovable: ₹32.02 crore
Vehicle: Toyota Fortuner

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹3.45 crore
Last poll (2014): ₹93 lakh
Movable: ₹31.70 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹1.60 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹10.71 lakh
Investment in bonds: ₹6.49 lakh
Jewellery: ₹90,000
Immovable: ₹2.35 crore
Wife: ₹79 lakh Vehicles: Toyota
Innova and Qualis

Total declared assets (including
spouse): ₹21.98 lakh
Last poll (2009): ₹6.56 lakh
Movable: ₹9.49 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹1.32 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹6.57 lakh
Investment in bonds: Nil
Jewellery: ₹1.60 lakh
Wife: ₹12.49 lakh
Vehicles: He does not have any
vehicle, his wife owns a scooter

and former Haryana cadre
IAS officer Brijendra Singh is
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s choice for Hisar Lok
Sabha seat, Union steel minister Birender Singh and his
MLA wife Prem Lata are seeking to woo voters in this constituency.
Making his electoral debut
as a BJP candidate, Brijendra
Singh, is set to face sitting MP
Dushyant Chautala, who has
floated Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP) and formed an alliance
with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP). Former Hisar MP Kuldeep Bishnoi is also seeking
Congress ticket for his
26-year-old son Bhavya
Bishnoi.
Dushyant is a popular Jat
leader in Hisar and the grandson of former Haryana
chief minister Om Prakash
Chautala.
Brijendra Singh’s entry in
the poll fray may divide Jat
votes in Hisar as his father is
also a popular Jat face and has
been active in state and
national politics for the last 42
years. His maternal grandfather Chhotu Ram is a farmer
leader.
Brijendra’s is a history
graduate from St Stephen’s
College and a post graduate in
modern Indian history from
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) in Delhi.
Born in 1972, Brijendra
secured ninth rank in the
UPSC examination. Known as
an upright and clean officer in

Constituency: Hisar
Educational qualification: MA
Political debut: Contesting his first
Lok Sabha election
Electoral record: Making debut in
electoral politics
Claim to fame: IAS officer and son of
Union steel minister Birender
Singh and BJP MLA Prem Lata

›

As an IAS officer,
one gets
opportunities to serve
people. But as a
politician, one can serve
a larger section of the
society.
BRIJENDRA SINGH, BJP nominee

the bureaucracy, he served as
deputy commissioner (DC) in
Chandigarh, Panchkula and
Faridabad and recently held
the post of HAFED managing
director.
Brijendra has since taken
voluntary retirement to contest the Lok Sabha election
and launched his poll campaign.
During his recent visit to
Uchana, considered as bastion
of Birender Singh and Prem
Lata, the Union minister had
said that his son was the “personal choice” of Modi and BJP
chief Amit Shah to contest

JJP’s US-returned Swati challenges BJP, LSP-BSP candidate returns
Cong nominees to debate like Americans
disappointed after roadshow
In India, there was a
INCOMPLETE FORM

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK :Swati Yadav, the candi-

date nominated by the newly
formed Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP) from Bhiwani-Mahendragarh Lok Sabha constituency,
has challenged her fellow contenders from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Congress to
take part in a debate with her on
issues related to the constituency,tomakeiteasierforthepeople to decide who would be most
suitabletorepresenttheminParliament.
Yadav, 32, returned to India
from the United States after pursuing electronics engineering
from Clemson University and a
MastersinBusinessAdministration (MBA) from Georgia InstituteofTechnology.Sheisnowthe
director at her father’s Euro

›

culture of shastrarth in
ancient times. But today,
opponents never face each
other and only campaign for
a select audience.
SWATI YADAV, JJP candidate from
Bhiwani-Mahendragarh

Group of Schools in south Haryana.
YadavisupagainstsittingBJP
MPDharambirSinghandformer
Congress MP Shruti Choudhry.
Throwing a challenge at her
opponents, Yadav asked them to
comeononeplatformanddebate
with her on issues related to Bhiwani-Mahendragarh constituency.“IncountrieslikeAmerica,

thecontestantstakepartinmany
debates with each other. This
helps the people of the constituencies to form their opinions
about the representatives. In
India, too, there was a culture of
shastrarth (arguments and discussions) in the ancient times.
But today, the opponents in elections never face each other and
only campaign among a select

audience.Itistimethatwerevive
ouroldcultureandcometogether
on one platform to debate,” she
said. Yadav said she was hopeful
that both Dharambir and Choudhrywilltakeherinvitationseriously. Yadav’s father, Satveer,
was associated with the Indian
NationalLokDal(INLD)andhad
contestedthe2014assemblyelections from Ateli constituency in
Mahendragarh on an INLD
ticket. He had lost to BJP’s Santosh Yadav by a huge margin of
around 50,000 votes.
AfterINLDgotdividedfollowing a bitter clash between Chautalas, Satveer sided with Dushyant-faction and joined the JJP.
His daughter now got the party
ticket to contest. The newcomer
Yadav has an advantage of getting Ahir votes as Jat votes get
divided among Dharambir and
Choudhry.

n
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ROHTAK : Rebel BJP MP Raj

Kumar Saini’s Loktantra Suraksha Party (LSP) and former UP
chief minister Mayawati’s Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) alliance
was on Saturday left disappointed in Rohtak when its candidate Kishan Lal Panchal was
not allowed to file his nomination for the Lok Sabha
elections.
After a roadshow taken out to
show strength of the alliance
across the city, Panchal was sent
back by Rohtak deputy commissioner because of an incomplete
form and late arrival that hampered completion of his form.
He will now file his nomination on Monday. Saini had also

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Three days after a

A combine harvest machine being used to harvest the wheat crop in Rohtak’s Sundana village on
Saturday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

45-year-old rice trader from Panipat went missing, police recovered his body from a canal near
Ganaur on Saturday.
The victim, Rohit Garg, went
missingonWednesdaynight.His
body was spotted by a passerby.
Police said a woman from his
locality who was reportedly with
him and is believed to have
jumped into the canal with Garg
is still missing. The woman has
also been missing since Wednesday and the last location of her
mobile phone was the same as
Garg’s phone.

A WOMAN WHO WAS
REPORTEDLY WITH THE
VICTIM AND IS BELIEVED
TO HAVE JUMPED INTO
THE CANAL WITH HIM IS
STILL MISSING
Police said it appeared Garg
had committed suicide.
Garg’s brother Atul had filed a
complaint about his disappearance on April 18 and the police
had registered FIR under Section
365 (kidnapping) of the Indian
Penal Code. His car was found
near the canal on the outskirts of
Panipat.

Check buses for cash: Missing ₹6.6 cr: Bail of accused
CEO to transport dept two ASIs deferred till April 23
CHANDIGARH : Punjab chief electoral officer, S Karuna Raju, on
Saturday,wroteto principalsecretarytransport,toissueanadvisory to public and private bus
operators to stick to the model
code of conduct in force for Lok
Sabha polls.
The CEO said, in order to create alevel-playing field,the Election Commission has issued
detailedinstructionsformonitoring election expenditure. How-

joined the roadshow in Panchal’s favour in Rohtak, but had
left midway for Sonepat to join
the party’s roadshow there for
another candidate.
Before leaving, he promised a
100% reservation on the basis of
caste if the LSP-BSP alliance was
voted to power.
Panchal, a BSP leader, was
then joined by Haryana BSP
president Prakash Bharati.
When they reached the DC’s
office, they were told that their
nomination could not be
accepted due to incomplete documents in their form.
“The election commission has
issued form 26 that has columns
related to the candidate’s social
media accounts, such as Twitter
and Facebook. We had missed
form 26 in our documents. They

ever, many incidents have come
into light in the recent past,
whereinbuseshavebeenusedto
ferry money and valuables from
one place to another. He said
nakashavebeensetupinthestate
tocheckbusesandothervehicles
for unaccounted money, foreign
currency,illegalarms,valuables,
gold, silver and intoxicants.
He said bus owners must
sensitisedrivers,conductorsand
helpers.
HTC

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Alocalcourtdeferredthe
hearing of the anticipatory bail
plea of two Punjab Police assistant sub-inspectors (ASIs) Joginder Singh and Rajpreet Singh,
whoareaccusedofpilfering₹6.65
croreduringaraidatthehouseof
Father Anthony Madassery in
Jalandhar on March 29.

The bail will now come up for
hearingonApril23.Thebailplea
was deferred in the wake of suspensionofworkbythelawyersof
MohaliDistrict Bar Association,
demanding five-days-a-week
working of the district courts.
Both Joginder Singh and Rajpreet Singh, are at large. ASIs
Joginder Singh, Rajpreet Singh,
andSurinderSingh werebooked
onApril12underSections406and

34 of the IPC and Section 13(1)(a),
readwith 13(2),ofthe Prevention
of Corruption Act.Police have
alreadyarrestedSurinderandhe
is currently in police custody.
The case was registered after
the one-member special investigation team (SIT) of IG Praveen
Sinha submitted a report to the
DGP, pointing to fair chances of
money being pilfered during the
raid.

told us that we cannot write
the missing details with
our hand and it had to be
submitted in form. So we will
submit it on Monday,” said
Bharati.
Panchal, on the other hand,
put the entire blame on his chartered accountant and lawyer for
the mistake.
“I am a politician. I am not
aware of all this. Our CA belongs
to Delhi. So he got confused. And
he had left today for some work
so he could not be here. So we
will do it on Monday,” he
said.
Asked if he will take out roadshow once again on Monday,
Panchal said no.
The BSP-LSP alliance is contesting on all 10 Lok Sabha seats
in Haryana with a 8:2 ratio.

Cong with people
who want to divide
India, says Khattar
KURUKSHETRA/KARNAL : Appealing

people to vote for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Haryana
chiefministerManoharLalKhattaronSaturdaysaidtheCongress
is supportingtraitorsby promising to abolish the sedition law in
its election manifesto. He said
Congress was playing into the
hands of people
“The Congress is supporting
the people who demand a separate Prime Minister for Jammu
and Kashmir. It has crossed all
limits bypromising thatit would
abolishtheseditionlaw,”hesaid.
He further said, ”Time has come
to uproot the tree of Article 370,
the seed of which was planted
by late prime minister Jawahar
Lal Nehru.”Khattar accused the
Congressparty of plyinginto the
hands of people, who want to
HTC
divide the country.

NH-72 closed as old,
new bridges on Begna
river shut for repairs

Missing rice trader’s
body recovered
from canal in Panipat

GRAIN GAIN

n

HT Correspondent

from Hisar. Birender Singh
said Uchana was their ancestral area and he expected maximum votes for his son from
there.
The Union minister said he
worked relentlessly for the
development of the area for
more than 46 years. “Now my
son will carry forward the mission,” Birender Singh said.
Brijendra Singh, who filed
his nomination on April 20,
said, “As an IAS officer, one
gets opportunities to serve
people. But as a politician, one
can serve a larger section of
the society. Politics is not new
for me as my grandfather and
great grandfather had been
active politicians. My father
and mother are in politics for
the last 46 years.”
In the last assembly polls,
the BJP had won four of the
nine seats -- Uchana (Prem
Lata), Bawani Khera(Bishambar Singh), Narnaund (Capt
Abhimanyu) and Hisar
(Kamal Gupta). There are
11,88,383 voters in Hisar parliamentary seat-- 6,39,646 male
and 5,48,737 female.

HT Correspondent
n

Jasbir Singh Ahluwalia

FORMER PBI
VARSITY V-C
AHLUWALIA
PASSES AWAY
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Former vice-chan-

cellor of Punjabi University
Patiala Jasbir Singh Ahluwalia
passed away at his Chandigarh
residence on Friday late evening. He was 84.
He cremation took place in
Chandigarh on Saturday.
A renowned Sikh scholar,
Ahluwalia remained V-C of
Punjabi University from May
1999 to April 2002 and was also
founder V-C of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib World University (
SGGWU ), Fatehgarh Sahib.
He was sacked by the Capt
Amarinder Singh government
as Punjabi University V-C as the
staff and students had been
demonstrating seeking his
removal.
When he was the V-C of
Khalsa University, he had survived a gun attack.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : Due to overloaded and
heavy vehicular traffic, the
bridge developed on river Begna
on National Highway (NH) 72
from Ambala to Haridwar has
been closed for one-week for
repair works. With this bridge
being nearly 50 years old, a new
bridge was made about 1.5 years
ago, which was also closed
nearly 15 days ago as it slumped
downward at both its ends.
Residents say despite noticing
such technical defects, the
administration did not place a
check on heavy vehicular traffic
on the 5-decade old bridge, which
resulted in its closure on Saturday. Due to negligence of the
administration, the residents,
daily commuters and villagers
will face inconvenience, they
said.
Currently, both bridges have
been closed by district administration for four-wheelers and
heavy vehicles. Meanwhile
police have placed heavy concrete blocks to close the entry
towards the bridge and the traffic is being diverted from Shahadpur to Harbon village to
Panjlasa Chowk and then join
the NH 72 towards Naraingarh.
Naraingarh SDM Aditi said,
“The old bridge has developed
huge potholes so it will be closed
for 1 week for repair. The new

bridge has also developed some
snags and it will be repaired
soon. A diversion has been createdfromShahzadpurtoHarbon
to Panjlasa Chowk.”
With the closure of this
stretch of NH-72, vehicles will
have to travel nearly 10 km more
and villagers too would face
inconveniences due to the
abnormal diversion of traffic
towards village roads. National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) officials have claimed
they will fix these bridges within
a week.
Junior engineer, NHAI, Sanjeev Rana said, “The repair will
begin on Sunday only, and we
hope the bridge will be opened
within a week.”
Naraingarh SHO Arvind
Kumar said, “Four-wheelers
and heavy vehicles are being
diverted until the bridges are
repaired.”
Nearly two years ago, this
bridge had developed a similar
issues.
Due to a similar diversion, village roads were damaged as they
are not developed to carry such
heavy traffic and overloaded
mining vehicles. The villagers
had to suffer the aftereffects of
dust and sand.
The villages on the diversion
route include Ramgarh, Chajjalmajra, Choti and Badi Bassi,
Badagarh, Manglour, Kherki,
Akbarpur and more.
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shortstories
POLICE SEIZE ₹18L
UNACCOUNTED
MONEY FROM CAR
JALANDHAR : Police seized ₹18.6
lakh of unaccounted tax from a
car at a checkpoint near Skylark
Chowk here on Saturday. The car’s
driver, Deepak Bhandari, a
resident of Raja Garden, said he
was the owner of a courier
company but he was unable to
prove the source of the money.A
daily diary register report was
filed against Bhandari and the
case was handed over to the
HTC
income tax department.

Election office to remain
open on weekends: DC
JALANDHAR :Deputy commissioner Varinder Kumar Sharma has
asked those on poll duty to
remain in office during the
weekend to enable candidates to
file their nominations. “The
candidates can get their nomination forms and approved voter
lists during these two days. The
staff of the tehsildar has been
asked to perform this duty,” said
Sharma. He said CCTV cameras
had been installed in the entire
district administrative complex to
ensure the model code of conduct
HTC
was not violated.

Two Congress factions
clash over liquor vend
PATHANKOT: Two Congress
factions clashed over a liquor
vend on Saturday. One Congress
faction led by All India Rahul
Brigade national coordinator
Vicky Katha was protesting
against a liquor vend that located
close to a place of worship and
school and blamed Congress
leader Naresh Puri for protecting
the vend’s owner. Upon learning
of the allegation, Puri’s supporters confronted the group that had
levelled the accusations. Katha
and his supporters raised slogans
against the excise department
HTC
and burnt Puri’s effigy.

RevokedecisiononIG’s
transfer:MandtoEC
UP IN ARMS Parallel Akal Takht Jathedar, others stage sit-in
outside Punjab CEO office, warns of taking agitation to street
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR:Demanding to revoke
the transfer of inspector general
(IG) Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh
as member of special investigation team (SIT), parallel Akal
Takht Jathedar Dhian Singh
Mand along with Shiromani
Akali Dal (Amritsar) and other
Sikhorganisationsstagedprotest
outside the chief electoral office
at Sector 17 in Chandigarh on
Saturday.
The Sikh leaders, Simranjit
Singh Mann, Paramjit Singh
SaholiofAkaliDal(1920)ledadelegation to submit a memorandumwiththeCEO,Punjab,SKarunaRaju,andrequestedtheElectionCommissionofIndia(ECI)to
review its decision.
DhianSinghMandsaidthatwe
had high expectations from IG
Vijay Pratap Singh when he
arrested IG Paramraj Singh
Umranangal and former SSP
Charanjit Singh in Kotkapura
and Behbal Kalan police firing

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR:Excommunicatedfrom

Panth by Akal Takht and
expelled by the SAD in 2017 after
a sleazy video of his went viral,
former Akali minister Sucha
Singh Langah on Saturday
started campaign for the SAD at
village Kalanaur of Dera Baba
Nanak assembly segment.
After the viral video, in which
hewasseeninobjectionableposition with a woman, the Akal
Takht excommunicated him on
October5,2017,findinghimguilty
ofmisconductandviolatorofthe
Sikh tenets. In its verdict, the
highest temporal seat asked the
Sikhcommunitytoshunallrelations with Langah.The SAD had
expelled Langah soon after the
case was registered.The woman
also lodged a complaint against
him after submitting the video
clipas proof,thoughhewas later
acquitted by Gurdaspur court.
After his acquittal, Langah, who
is also a former SGPC member,
made written request to Akal
Takhtto revokehis excommunication.However,hispleahasnot
been entertained so far by the
Takht.
Later,Langahstartedworking
publiclyandhissonSonuLangah
is also an office bearer in Youth
AkaliDal(YAD).However,other
seniorleaderoftheparty,includ-

DHIAN SINGH MAND, parallel
Akal Takht Jathedar

case. But the ECI decision has
hurt the sentiments of the Sikh
community. “We will take the
protest on theroadand if needbe
across the country, ” warned
Mand. In the memorandum, the
organisation said that the ECI
decision will hamper the SIT’s
investigation,whichisinitsfinal
stage.“Itisamatterconcernthat
the ECI misused its power by
transferring a key SIT member
on basis of baseless allegations.
Former chief minister Parkash
SinghBadalalongwiththeBhar-

tiya Janta Party (BJP) hatched a
conspiracy and pressurised the
ECI to shift the officer,” he said.
They said investigation has
nothingtodowiththeelectionsas
the SIT began probe in January
2019 after the Punjab and Haryana high court disposed a bunch
of petitions challenging the justice Ranjit Singh commission
report. SAD(A)SimranjitSingh
MannsaidthattheUniongovernment has been discriminating
against minorities and that will
not be tolerated.

Modi sold nation’s
interest, says Sidhu

Indo-Asian News Service

jot Singh Sidhu on Saturday
alleged that PrimeMinister Narendra Modi “ruined” governmentcompaniesand“favoured”
private firms in five years of his
tenure and accused him of being
“anti-national for selling the
interestofthenation”. Sidhusaid
Modi should stop harping on the
issue of nationalism to garner
votes and talk about matters of
national interest.
Sidhu said, “Modi is the business development manager of
Ambani and Adani, as he has
favouredthematthecostofstaterun firms.”The Congress has
been attack ing the PM for “promoting crony capitalism and
favouring his industrialist
friends”. The government has,
however, denied the charges.
Sidhu also alleged that while
SBI and MTNL were accruing
losses, PM Modi was endorsing
private companies like Paytm
and Reliance Jio: “Adani and
AmbaniaccompaniedthePMon
foreign visits and 18 big projects,
which should have ideally been
giventogovernmentcompanies,
were handed over to them.”
The Congress leader alleged
that the “chowkidar (watchman)” took care only of the rich

n
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NEW DELHI : Attacking the Congress, Prime Minister on Saturday referred to 1984 anti-Sikh
riots in the aftermath of the
assassination of then prime
minister Indira Gandhi.
In an interview to Times
Now, Modi said: “Her (Indira’s)
son (Rajiv Gandhi) said when a
big tree falls, the earth shakes.
After that thousands of Sikhs
were massacred in Delhi. Was it
not terrorism of certain people?
Even after that he (Rajiv Gandhi) was made the prime minister. The neutral media never
asked any question with regard
to that but is asking now,” Modi
said.
“Those who were eyewitnesses of those killings were
later made ministers. One of
them was recently made the
chief minister of Madhya Pradesh, against whom there have
been allegations. Were they
ever asked? Those who have
been convicted are being
hugged even in jail,” he said,
and posed, “Do they (the Congress party) have any right to
raise questions?”

NEWDELHI: Cabinet minister Nav-

SIDHU ALLEGED WHILE
SBI AND MTNL WERE
ACCRUING LOSSES,MODI
WAS ENDORSING
PVT COMPANIES LIKE
PAYTM AND RELIANCE
and ignored the rest 99% of the
population.“And,theprimeminister says he is the chowkidar of
thenation.He’sthechowkidarof
the top 1%. He never took chairmen of government companies
along with him on his foreign
tours.Aregovernment firms not
good enough?”Sidhu asked. The
cricketer-turned-politician said
farmers were asked to “give a
blank cheque if they apply for a
loan of ₹2 lakh. But you let businessmen like Nirav Modi and
Vijay Mallya scoot off after looting banks”. He claimed government firms that were doing good
beforeModibecameprimeminister were now fighting for survival.“BSNLdoesn’thavemoney
to pay salary of its employees.
HAL, which manufactured multi-role fighter Tejas and Dhruv
helicopter, did not get the contract for Rafale. Is this your
PTI
nationalism?” he asked.

‘Will adopt Bhagwant’s native village if elected’
SATOJ (SANGRUR): Amid Sangrur
MP and AAP chief Bhagwant
Mann’s claims that he has spent
all funds of MPLADS amounting
to ₹25 crore, the Congress candidate Kewal Singh Dhillon
responded by saying Mann has
done nothing even for his native
village in the past five years.
On Saturday, Dhillon, held a

Sacked from SAD,
ex-minister Langah
campaigns for party
HT Correspondent

›

We had high
expectations from IG
Vijay Pratap when he made
two arrests in 2105 police
firing case. But the EC’s
decision has hurt
sentiments of Sikhs .

HT Correspondent

PM ATTACKS
CONG ON ’84
ANTI-SIKH RIOTS

EXCOMMUNICATED
FROM PANTH OVER A
VIRAL VIDEO, FORMER
SAD LEADER SAYS
PARTY IS IN CRISIS
ing Inderjit Singh Randhawa,
maintained distance from him.
LangahonSaturdayaddressed a
gathering of the Christian communityatDeraBabaNanak’svillage.“Iaminthefieldforlasttwothree days. I have seen that the
party(SAD)isincrisis.Although
my hands and feet are tied, but I
am still reaching out to every
workertomobilisetheminSAD’s
support,” he said.
He said, “Party workers of
Dera Baba Nanak were upset.
Theyrepeatedlyrequestedmeto
comeinthefield.Ibeganmeeting
thepeopleyesterday(Friday)and
today (Saturday) I met with the
members of Christian community”.
“I request all my supporters
not to utterwrong wordsagainst
anyAkalileader.Congress isthe
partyofdishonestpeopleandpeopleshouldnotvoteforit.Though
Iamboundandtheopponentsare
speaking against me,I will reach
outtothepeople.Iwillnotbother
myopponentsandwillstandwith
myaides,”he said,adding,“I feel
our candidate will win from this
constituency in the elections.”

poll rally at Satoj village and said
he would adopt Satoj if voted to
power.“It is shocking that Bhagwanthasfailed to solve sewerage
system of his native village. The
rainwater floods the government school every time. If voted
to power, I will adopt Satoj and
the picture of the entire village
will be changed in a short

period,” said Dhillon. “Mann
asked only 56 questions in parliament but Congress MP Ravneet Bittu asked 472 questions.
Mann just entertained people
with jokes.”
Lashing out at Dhillon, Mann
said he spent all MPLADS funds
along with its interest on his village. But it had been two years of

the Capt government, and if his
village school is still facing rainwater problem, why has the government not addressed it: “I
sanctioned funds even for Tallewal village along with other 841
village. If he wants to adopt Satoj
village, I request him to adopt all
villages of Sangrur and Barnala
HTC
districts.”

Govt unmoved by Khalra should withdraw
farmers’ suffering, as PDA candidate: AAP
says Harsimrat
BATHINDA :Union food processing
industry minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal on Saturday blamed
the Punjab government for
ignoring families of the farmers
who ended their lives due to poor
financial conditions.
She said more than 950 farmers had committed suicide in the
last two years in the state: “But
the Congress-led state government failed to implement its prepoll promise to waive farm loans
to the tune of ₹90,000 crore. The
state government remains
unmoved by the suffering of the
farming community.It should
disburse ₹10 lakh and provide a
government job to the next of kin
of such farmers as mentioned in
their last manifesto.
HTC

AMRITSAR/ BATHINDA: AAP campaign committee chairperson
and Sunam MLA Aman Aroa on
Saturday said that in a tribute to
her husband, Paramjit Kaur
Khalra should return her ticket
to Sukhpla Singh Khaira and
withdrawas Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA)'scandidatefrom
Khadoor Sahib segment.
Aroramadetheremarkduring
campaigningforAAPcandidates
from Khadoor Sahib, Manjinder
Singh Sidhu, and Bathinda Lok
SabhasegmentBaljinderKaur at
Tarn Taran and Bathinda,
respectively.BibiKhalra,widow
ofhumanrightsactivistJaswant
Singh Khalra who was abducted
and killed by Punjab Police in
1995, is contesting election on
PEP’sticketfromKhadoorSahib,
a panthic seat. A government

n

Aman Arora, AAP legislator

employee, Jaswant Singh, had
accused the Punjab Police of cremating unidentified bodies of
Sikh men killed in fake encounters. Arora said that Khaira
joined Congress in 1997, about
one -and-half-year later when
Jaswant Singh Khalra "dissappeared" and was "eliminated by
Punjabpolice",whichmeansthat
policies of Congress at that time
HTC
had Khaira’s approval.
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BATTLEFIELD HIMACHAL

STATEOFPARTY:BJP

TEST OF FIRST TIME CM AS BJP VIES FOR ANOTHER SWEEP
Riding high on PM Narendra Modi’s charisma and battling the unease due to the sulking old guards, the BJP is in a publicity overdrive in Himachal Pradesh. Chief
minister Jai Ram Thakur is leading the charge as the saffron party eyes to repeat the 2014 tally when it had won all the four Lok Sabha seats in the state.

KEY LEADERS

REPORT CARD: PERFORMANCE
IN THE LAST FIVE LS POLLS

JAI RAM THAKUR, 54

PREM KUMAR
DHUMAL, 74

CHIEF MINISTER
After the BJP recorded an emphatic
victory in 2017 assembly elections, the
parliamentary election is a battle of pride
for the first-time chief minister. Biggest
challenge he faces is from within the
party as there are too many sulking
leaders. Low profile and soft spoken, Jai
Ram Thakur is banking upon the
performance of his government in last 16
months besides the Centre’s pro-people
schemes to garner public support. Lok
Sabha elections will test his leadership
skills.

TWO-TIME CHIEF MINISTER
Though the former two-term chief
minister lost the 2017 assembly polls,
making way for a new leadership to
take reins, Prem Kumar Dhumal still
commands influence within the party
and among the electors, especially in
Hamirpur district. Being virtually
sidelined in the state politics, his camp
is seeking a revival in the state. A force
to reckon with, he is campaigning for
the party but has rarely been seen
outside his stronghold Hamirpur
parliamentary constituency from
where his son Anurag Thakur is the
candidate.

BY
TS WON THE BJP IN
SEA
20
14

HIMACHAL BJP PRESIDENT
This election result will be another
test of organisational skills of
Satpal Singh Satti, who is serving
the third straight term as the
state BJP president. He is also
the longest-serving president of
Himachal BJP. The three-term
legislator from Una lost the 2017
assembly election even as party
registered an emphatic victory in the
state. Satti was appointed party
president in 2012.

UPPER
HIMACHAL
(2 SEATS)

HIMACHAL
PRADESH
Hamirpur

2

Seat

51.1

3

49.6
44.24

3+1*

1

3

4

2004

2009

2014

WHAT DOESN'T
Stormed to power with
an emphatic victory in
2017 assembly polls, the
BJP hasn’t delivered on
the promise of curbing
the unemployment —
the biggest challenge facing the state.
The state economy is in a shambles with
key sectors witnessing a slide while the
law and order is also not up to the mark.

WHAT NEXT?

The voters can visit www.nvsp.in or
ceohimachalpardesh.gov.in

The BJP faces the challenge
of repeating the 2014 tally.
Stakes are high for Jai Ram
Thakur, who has to prove
his electoral prowess. His
failure would mean
resurgence of the Congress and also that of
the rival faction within the party, which may
appear dormant but is looking for an
opportunity to reclaim the lost ground.

Or contact toll-free number

1950 to register themselves as voters
The registration can be done by filling
form-6 by uploading
documents proving age,
also
residential address and a
Voters can
ge
colour photograph
send a messa e>
ac
The registration will be
completed in
10 days, once verification is
done by the electoral officers
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WHAT ARE THEY UP AGAINST
The ensuing polls will not
be as easy for the BJP as
they were in 2014. There is
already an anti-incumbency
against the MPs. Congress is
trying to make the contest
tough by raking up failures of the Centre
and the state government. The issue of
ill-effects of demonetisation and GST will
crop up during the election.

MAY 19

Shimla (SC)

LOWER
HIMACHAL
(2 SEATS)

WHAT WORKS
As party is in power, the BJP
has an edge in the state. The
party is already ahead of
Congress in the campaign.
With senior Congress leaders
opting out of poll fray, the
saffron party sees an opportunity to clean
sweep again. The welfare schemes launched
by state government can tilt the scales in the
ruling party’s favour.

53.3

46.27

1998
1999
*Its ally HVC won one seat

SATPAL SINGH
SATTI, 54

2

Mandi

Seats

Citizens can still enrol to cast their votes.
Enrolment will go on until 10 days before the last date
of filing of nomination of the particular phase
(April 29 for Himachal Pradesh)

Seat

Kangra

Vote share %age

HURRY, HIMACHAL PRADESH!!
TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO ENROL

Total Lok Sabha
constituencies

4

BJP Sweepstakes: Performance in last five elections: The
BJP’s best performance was in 2014 when it won all the four
seats. Its worst tally was in 2004 when it could manage only
one seat.

WHERE PARTY
STANDS IN
THESE POLLS

RESULTS ON MAY 23

MARRED BY FACTIONALISM, CONGRESS STRIVES FOR A COMEBACK
The grand-old party has ruled the state for most of the time. Amid internal bickering, the party faces an uphill task to vanquish the BJP, which is in power.
VIRBHADRA SINGH, 85

SIX-TIME CHIEF MINISTER
An untiring political warhorse, Virbhadra Singh,
84, the six-term Chief Minister, is the
undisputed mass leader in the Himachal
Congress and a force to reckon with. Though,
he is not contesting himself but is likely to
lead the party’s poll campaign given his
following across the state. Congress’s
performance is directly proportional to
the efforts put in by this old guard of
the party.

WHERE
PARTY
STANDS IN
THESE
POLLS

WHAT WORKS
The Congress is hoping to cash in on the
anti-incumbency against the BJP’s sitting
MPs as well as governments in the state
and the Centre. Apart from it, their poll
campaign is largely focused on publicising
the failures of BJP governments and
promises made by the Congress president Rahul Gandhi in
case the party is voted to power.

SUKHWINDER SINGH
SUKHU, 55

KULDEEP SINGH
RATHORE, 55

FORMER STATE CONG CHIEF
A lot will be at stake for the former
Congress chief, who was among the
Congress probables to contest from
Hamirpur parliamentary constituency. The
55-year-old third-term legislator was
removed from the post of HPCC chief last
year. Sidelined by the dominant Virbhadra
Singh camp, Sukhu enjoys a strong backing
of the anti-Virbhadra group.

WHAT DOESN'T
The party has lagged in the poll
campaign. The state leadership
is off the mark in dousing the
fire between the senior leaders,
making it more difficult for the
party to bolster its prospects.
The delay in declaring the candidates may also
prove dear for the party.

STATE CONGRESS CHIEF
For the 55-year-old newly appointed
state Congress chief, the upcoming
election would be a test of his
leadership quality. An organisational
man, he not only has to keep the
Congress flock together but strike
a balance between various
factions while campaigning across
the state.

WHAT NEXT?
Eyeing to wrest all the four
seats, the Congress will look to
intensify its campaign. The
party would also want all the
senior leaders to bury their
feuds and lead a joint charge
against the ruling party and win at least two
seats, if not all four.

WHAT ARE THEY UP AGAINST
The Congress faces a well coordinated fierce campaign of the BJP. The
saffron party had taken a lead in
declaring its candidates and catching
up with the ruling party’s campaigning and matching their propaganda is
quite a tough task.
TEXT: GAURAV BISHT AND NARESH THAKUR; ILLUSTRATION: BISWAJIT DEBNATH
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Civilian traffic restrictions on
J&K highway partially relaxed
Agencies
n

SIKH
PILGRIMS
ALLOWED
TO TRAVEL

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:The Jammu and Kash-

mir governor administration
Saturday partially relaxed the
two-day-a-week restrictions on
the movement of civilian traffic
on the Srinagar-Jammu
National Highway which
were put in place to facilitate
movement of security forces’
convoys.
On April 7, the administration
had imposed the restrictions on
the national highway (NH-44)
connecting Jammu to Srinagar,
days after the Pulwama
attack that killed 40 CRPF personnel. The restrictions barred
civilian traffic from plying on the
highway on Wednesdays and
Sundays from 4 am to 5 pm till
May 31.
The move had attracted widespread condemnation, especially in the Valley.
“The restriction on civilian
movement between Srinagar
and Baramulla on national highway-44 would now be limited
only to Sundays with effect from
April 22. There would be no prohibition on civilian traffic on
Wednesdays,” an official spokes-

n

The administration has imposed restrictions on the national
highway to facilitate movement of security forces’ convoys.

man said here. However, he said
the restrictions would continue
between Srinagar and Udhampur on NH-44 as earlier.
He said the administration is
monitoring the convoy needs of
security forces on a real
time basis and making all
attempts to minimise public
inconvenience.
“For example, no restrictions
were imposed on April 17,
although it was a convoy day
(Wednesday) as there was no
need for movement of security
forces’ convoys,” the spokesman
said. “The government has once

HT FILE

again reviewed the requirement
of security forces, particularly in
the light of successful conduct of
elections in Baramulla and
Jammu (Lok Sabha constituencies) on April 11 and Srinagar
and Udhampur on April 18. As
the requirement of security forces is now reducing as they are
de-inducted, the government has
decided to partially relax the
restrictions,” he said.
The spokesman said the situation would be reviewed periodically and relaxation would be
made as the need for restriction
reduces.

SRINAGAR : The J&K
authorities on Saturday
decided to allow members of the Sikh community to travel on the
national highway on
Sunday to participate
in post-Baisakhi celebrations at a gurdwara
in the border town of
Uri.
Following an application by the All Party
Sikh Coordination
Committee, Kashmir
DC Basheer Khan
directed the DM of Srinagar, Badgam, Kulgam,
Anantnag, Baramulla
and Pulwama to issue
travel permissions to
the members of the
community to celebrate
the festival at Gurdwara Paranpilla. IANS

JKLF chief on
hunger strike,
shifted to Delhi
hospital: Family

HT Correspondent

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir

n

Liberation Front (JKLF) chief
Yasin Malik’s family on Saturday alleged that he was “very ill”
after he went on a hunger strike
to protest against his “illegal”
detention by the National Investigation Agency (NIA).
Markets in the Maisuma
locality here observed shutdown
on Saturday after the news about
Malik’s illness spread.
A Delhi court had on April 10
sent Malik to NIA custody in connection with a terror funding
case.
Malik’s family said Malik had
been shifted to a hospital in Delhi
after he got seriously ill. “We
had gone to Jammu to meet him
(Malik), but when we reached
there, we heard that he has been
taken to Delhi. So we returned
without meeting him. Since
then, we are only in touch with
his lawyer, Raja Tufail, who had
to get court permission to meet
Malik on Saturday. “It was then
that NIA officials were forced to
tell him that Malik was ill as he
had been on a hunger strike
since April 10 and was admitted
to a hospital on April 16,” they
HTC/PTI
said.

region
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PHASE 3 POLLING IN ANANTNAG

Elaborate security
steps in place
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: After peaceful conduct of polling in Srinagar on
Thursday, officials have prepared a new blue print to
ensure violence-free voting in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag
constituency, which goes to
polls on Tuesday.
Amid an overall high security arrangement placed across
total 400 polling stations, 90 percent stations have been
declared hypersensitive with
over two sections of security
personnel being deployed at
each station.
Around 30,000 to 40,000 personnel will be deployed at various stations. Officials have
been asked to seek help from
army in case of militancy-related incident in the area.
Separate teams headed by
senior police officials have also
been formed to tackle incidents
of stone pelting on the day of
polling. Inspector general of

90% POLLING
STATIONS DECLARED
HYPERSENSITIVE;
OFFICIALS TOLD TO
SEEK ARMY’S HELP,
IF REQUIRED
police S P Pani along with other
top officials held meeting here
on Saturday with officers who
will be deployed on ground on
Tuesday.
“The first and the second
phase of elections remained
almost violence-free. This has
given us a confidence, but elections in Anantnag will be a big
challenge,’’ a senior police officer said. Top officials term the
three-phase polls for Anantnag
Lok Sabha seat a big challenge
due to intense ground situation
and presence of militants in the
area. “Precautionary arrangements have been made for the
three phases of polling in
Anantnag,’ the officer said.

Polls hit Himachal tourism business
Gaurav Bisht
n

n

PM Narendra Modi

MODI SAYS PDP
ALLIANCE WAS
‘MAHAMILAWAT’
Asian News International
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

gaurav.bisht@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: Blame it on Lok Sabha
elections, tourist destinations in
Himachal Pradesh are witnessing a slump in the influx of visitors this April.
The hotel occupancy in Shimla
and other places is 50% against
80% during this period. The tourism stakeholders are expecting
improvement in the situation
after counting of votes on May 23.
“The Lok Sabha elections have
impacted our business this time.
We hope the situation
will improve in the coming days,”
said Sanjay Sood of the
Shimla Hotel and Restaurant
Association.
There are nearly 350 hotels

n

People outside the tourists information and assistance centre on the
Mall Road in Shimla on Saturday.
DEEPAK SANSTA /HT

and guest houses registered with
the tourism department in
Shimla and surrounding areas.
Besides, there are many unregis-

tered hotels. The registered
hotels and guest houses have a
capacity to accommodate 10,000
to 12,000 people.

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on Friday admitted
that the alliance between the
BJP and the PDP in Jammu and
Kashmir was a ‘Mahamilawat,’
which “does not last very long.”
In an interview to a TV news
channel, Prime Minister Modi
said that “the results in Jammu
and Kashmir had thrown a fractured mandate. We had won the
maximum number of seats but
we were not in the position to
form a government.”
The PM said the BJP had said
that ‘we are like oil and water,’
but the alliance was the need of
the hour. “I agree to the fact that
such mahamilawat (alliances)
don’t last very long. It was the
need of the hour and we went
ahead with it,” Prime Minister
Modi said.
Saying that developmental
projects were given a priority so
long as Mufti Mohammad Sayeed was there, Prime Minister
Modi said: “Unfortunately he
passed away. Mehboobaji came
to power. She was in a dilemma
of sorts. A Governor’s Rule was
imposed. She did not want to
return to power. We went along
with it. We thought that if a Governor’s Rule is imposed, there is
going to be another kind of
resistance across the nation.
The house remained in suspended animation.”
Talking about the Armed
Forces Special Protection Act
(AFSPA), which the Congress
has promised to review if voted
to power, he said: “We follow the
principles of Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji. Humanity, democracy,
and Kashmiriyat! We are treading this path.” “I am willing to
walk the extra mile to provide
them that but there will be no
healing touch to separatists and
terrorists. I will not let them be
given that treatment and will
only give them hitting touch.”

“There has been sharp decline
in the number of tourists visiting
Shimla during April this year.
The room occupancy is below
50%,” said Nand Lal Sharma,
assistant general manager of
Himachal Pradesh governmentrun Hotel Holiday Home. “This
year we were hoping for more
business as the winter tourism
also took a beating because of
heavy snowfall that suspended
traffic on roads leading to various
tourist destinations,” he said.
The tourist flow to Shimla,
Manali, Dalhousie, Dharamshasla, Kasuali and Chail
increases by mid-April and peaks
in May and June. Majority of
tourists arrive from West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Rajasthan.
Yeejle ÒeefleYetefle cegêCeeue³e : veeefMekeÀ jes[

(Yeejle ÒeefleYetefle cegêCe leLee cegêe efvecee&Ce efveiece efueefceìs[ keÀer FkeÀeF&)
Yeejle mejkeÀej kesÀ HetCe& mJeeefcelJeeOeerve CIN: U22213DL2006GOI144763

CORRIGENDUM
Due to some Administrative reasons, the following mentioned tenders
appeared in the News papers,
www.tenderwizard.com/PGIMER, www.eprocure.gov.in, PGI website and Notice board, vide office No. Endst. No
PGI/Engg/HE/RAC/2019/889 dated 8.4.2019 & corrigendum No. PGI/Engg/HE/RAC/2019/977 dated 15.4.2019 has now been
re-scheduled as under:Sr.
No.

NIT no.

Name of work

Last date & Time Last date & Time Date & Time Date & Time
of submission of of submission of of opening of of opening of
bid
EMD Original Eligibility Bid Financial Bid

1

PGI/Engg/RAC/2019/38 Three shift Operation preventive
maintenance contract of Central AC
plant installed at ATC PGI, Chd.

22.04.19 at
12.00 hrs

22.04.19 at
14.30 hrs.

22.04.19 at
15.00 hrs

23.04.19 at
15.00 hrs

2

PGI/Engg/RAC/2019/39 Expansion renovation of Dining area
at NINE PGIMER, Chd. HVAC

22.04.19 at
12.00 hrs

22.04.19 at
14.30 hrs.

22.04.19 at
15.00 hrs

23.04.19 at
15.00 hrs

iueesyeue efveefJeoe (GLOBAL TENDER NOTICE)
ceneÒeyebOekeÀ YeeÒeceg efvecveefueefKele efveefJeoe kesÀ efueS iueesyeue efveefJeoe
(DeeF&meeryeer) Deecebef$ele keÀjles nQ: 1) Òee@keÌ³etjceWì Dee@HeÀ jerFveHeÀesmex[ ìer³ej
DeB[ Jee@ìj jsefmemeìbì HesHej Fve jerue efJe[dLe Dee@HeÀ 41 mesceer 150 peerSmeSce
(efveefJeoe meb. 6000012920)
Kegueer efveefJeoe (OPEN TENDER NOTICE)
ceneÒeyebOekeÀ YeeÒeceg efvecveefueefKele efveefJeoe kesÀ efueS Kegueer efveefJeoe
(Svemeeryeer) Deecebef$ele keÀjles nQ: 1) ne³eeEjie Dee@HeÀ cewveHeeJej meefJe&mesme
HeÀe@j cewveìseEveie DeeF&ìer FveÖeÀemì^keÌ®ej (efveefJeoe mebK³ee. 6000012843)
2) meer.S.Sce.meer. HeÀesj OCE 7300 Vario Strem MICR efÒebìj (efveefJeoe
mebK³ee. 6000012866) 3) mHes³ej Heeìd&me HeÀe@j ye´oj ceskeÀ efjJeme& Sb[
FbìjueeWkeÀ mìeref®ebie ceMeerve (efveefJeoe mebK³ee. 6000012959)
efJemle=le peevekeÀejer kesÀ efueS ke=ÀHe³ee nceejer JesyemeeFì http://ispnasik.spmcil.com
osKeW. keÀesF& mebMeesOeve / Megef×He$ekeÀ kesÀJeue JesyemeeFì Hej ner ÒekeÀeefMele keÀer peeSieer.

nmlee/- GHeÒeyebOekeÀ (lekeÀveerkeÀer Òe®eeueve) ¬eÀ³e ÒeYeejer

The agencies already applied, need not to apply again. Other terms and conditions shall remain the same.
HOSPITAL ENGINEER (RAC)

000274

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR
LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS OF SIX (06) DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE
YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor
licenses of liquor vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited for the year 20192020. The reserve prices of these zones shall be reduced in the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is less than Rs. 5.00 crore and in the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of
the Zone is more than Rs.5.00 crore.
Sr. No
Name of Distt.
Zone Code
1
Faridabad
ZFBD08
ZFBD12
ZFBD15
ZFBD16
ZFBD22
ZFBD25
ZFBD27
ZFBD28
ZFBD33
ZFBD35
ZFBD40
ZFBD44
ZFBD45
2
Gurugram (West)
ZGRW16
3
Karnal
ZKNL02
4
Panipat
ZPNP05
ZPNP09
ZPNP12
ZPNP13
5
Rewari
ZRWR02
ZRWR04
6
Sirsa
ZSRS02
ZSRS07
ZSRS09
ZSRS13
ZSRS18
ZSRS20
ZSRS21
ZSRS22
Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for
un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
nd
1
Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.
From 22 April, 2019 (09:00 A.M.)
nd
2
Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.
Till 22 April, 2019 (05:00 P.M.)
nd
3
Evaluation of e-tenders.
22 April, 2019 (06:00 P.M.)
1. These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on 09th
March, 2019) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends
for the year 2019-20. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
2. The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously
displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be available on the
departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
3. The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise
Policy for the year 2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules
framed thereunder.
4. The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices issued for allotment of vends for the year
2019-2020 shall hold good and are not reiterated.
5. The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject,
without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of
allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana
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election2019

‘Nyayschemewillremonetisetheeconomy’
POLL NARRATIVE Congress chief says mood of people favours
change; lists major failures of Bharatiya Janata Party govt, including
unemployment, rural distress, alleged corruption in Rafale deal

This is not right for India’s
unity. To eliminate this feeling
and to tell every Indian in the
south that your voice will be
heard and you are also an
important part of this country,
you are also India, that is why I
am contesting from Wayanad,
in the south of India.

HINDUSTANINTERVIEW

C

ongress president
Rahul Gandhi is confident that the grand old
party will do much
better in the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections than estimated by media surveys. In an
interview with Shashi Shekhar, editor of Hindustan, a
sister publication of the Hindustan Times, Gandhi said the
mood of the people clearly
favoured change and listed the
major failures of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led government, including rising unemployment, rural distress and
alleged corruption in the Rafale
deal. The coalition Congress
has formed in Tamil Nadu will
“wipe out everybody,” Gandhi
said, and the alliance in Bihar
will “bring great results.” He
also said Gujarat, the home
state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president
Amit Shah, would give a “huge
majority” to the Congress in the
Lok Sabha polls. Edited
excerpts:

You are on election tours across
the country. How do you feel about
it? What kind of results will the
Congress get?
Positive results will come
because the country is disappointed with the BJP and wants
change.

If you talk about numbers?
Instead of numbers, look at the
mood of the public. The atmosphere of change is clearly visible. There are three reasons.
First, unemployment is at its
peak, the youth are restless, but
Narendra Modi is not even talking about employment. For the
Congress, the youth and
employment are a priority. Second, agriculture and farmers
are in trouble but Mr Modi
seems oblivious to this
problem.
You are aware of our record
when it comes to protecting the
interests of our farmers. In

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Punjab and Karnataka, we gave loan waivers in
72 hours. The third issue is corruption which is all around us,
especially corruption in the
Rafale deal where the trail of
corruption leads directly to Mr
Modi’s doorstep.

After the Gujarat elections, the
Congress has gained some
ground… do you think the expectations of good results from Congress have increased?
The performance of the Congress is going to be much better
than what media surveys are
showing. This is not fully visible in newspapers and TV channels because we know that the
BJP government puts pressure
on media through its various
agencies and uses the government’s advertising funds to
control the narrative.

You have not been in power for a
long time in the country’s largest
states such as UP, Bihar, Tamil
Nadu, etc. It has had an impact on
the organisation. Will it be difficult
to get better results there?
The success of our coalition in
Tamil Nadu will wipe out everybody. I believe that the Congress will win all the seats
there. The alliance in Bihar will
also bring great results. In Uttar
Pradesh, we are fighting separately but the Congress will win
seats. That’s why we have sent
Priyanka ji and Scindia ji to UP.
In Bihar, our state incharge,
Shakti Singh Gohil, has done
some good work.

You did not form a coalition in
Uttar Pradesh. People thought you
would form one.
In Uttar Pradesh, the SP-BSP
decided not to form a coalition.
However, we wanted all of us to
fight together. I respect their
decision. We respect Mayawati
ji and Akhilesh ji. We are fighting alone but I’m certain we will
get good results.

In Delhi, too, talks of coalition continued for a long time. What happened after that?

If you have to take the oath for the
post of Prime Minister, what will
be the first three things that you
will do.

We said clearly that in Delhi we
are ready to form an alliance
with the Aam Aadmi Party to
defeat the BJP. There was also a
consensus on the four-three formula. But I do not know why
they changed their mind. Now
they talk about Haryana, talk
about Punjab, talk about Goa,
too. It is their decision to not
form an alliance in Delhi. We
have offered them four seats in
Delhi because we want to defeat
the BJP.

Today, I was in Surat for five
hours. I stopped the car at one
place and many daily-wagers
came to us in search of work. Likewise, traders are very disappointed with GST. When I asked
“who are you voting for”, they
remembered “Gujarati pride.” Will
you be able to encash this discontent in the Lok Sabha
elections?
Remember one thing. Gujarat
was considered the BJP-RSS
stronghold but in the assembly
elections in Gujarat, BJP
almost collapsed. This was
despite the fact that Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah had used
all their strength there. Do you
know what kind of pressure
was exerted in Surat? How the
income tax department and
government agencies were misused? Gujarat’s results will be a
surprise. Gujarat is going to
give a huge majority to the Congress party in this Lok Sabha
election.
Demonetisation, the Gabbar
Singh Tax, and Narendra
Modi’s policies benefited people
like Anil Ambani, Nirav Modi
and Mehul Choksi, but this
emphasis on benefitting crony
capitalist friends of Mr Modi,
has jammed the engine of Hindustan’s economy. That’s why
you met with a lot of unemployed workers in Surat. The
truth is that, in a way, the Modi

Poll watchdog
stops streaming of
Modi web series
HT Correspondent
n

Firstly, the decision on the post
of the Prime Minister depends
on the people of India. The public will decide. But, my priorities are to put the Indian economy back on track, end the pain
of farmers and workers,
employment for the youth and
pave the way to the future.
Today, the future does not seem
bright to the youth of India. We
have to create a new path for
our youth. A new vision.
VIRENDRA SINGH GOSAIN/HT FILE

government destroyed the purchasing power of the people. If
we do not give impetus to that
purchasing power, and do not
restart the economy of India,
how will the country move forward? We have spent the last
many months on planning how
we will re-start the Indian economy. Our flagship Nyay scheme
[Nyuntam Aay Yojana mentioned in the manifeso], will
play a big role in this.

There is an allegation that all institutions have broken down in a
way. When one talks to those from
the BJP, they start giving old
examples. As a leader of the new
century, what will you do for the
restoration of impartiality and
prestige of these institutions?
India’s strength is its institutions that make the government accountable and
strengthen democracy. Our
institutions have a special
place, they are respected. Narendra Modi has tried to weaken
democracy by weakening the
various institutions of our
country.
On the contrary, the Congress’s nature is to strengthen
the institutions and through
them our democracy. You ask
the RBI chief, the Planning

Commission chief, or the stakeholder of any institution running the country. RBI, Planning
Commission, Supreme Court —
Mr Modi has insulted them all.
In fact, for the first time in the
history of the country, Supreme
Court judges were forced to
seek justice from the people of
the country. Today the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court
has spoken out against the pressure being exerted on the judicial system. Our institutions
are critical to the survival of
our democracy.

What do you consider the three
failures of Narendra Modi?
Unemployment, the destruction of Indian economy, demonetisation and Gabbar Singh
Tax.

You have tried to change the political narrative through Nyay. The
government faces fund constraints today, how will you implement it?
We have always kept our promise. We spoke of a farm loan
waiver in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Punjab and Karnataka. Mr Modi
said there is no money for loan
waivers.
Within 48 hours of the forma-

tion of Congress governments
in these states, we waived the
loans of farmers. Now they say
from where will get the annual
₹72,000 for five crore families? I
tell you, we will get it out of the
pockets of the handful of industrialist friends of Mr Modi. Neither will we burden the middle
class nor will we take money
from them and we will not raise
income tax. The Nyay scheme
will remonetise the Indian
economy. The way petrol is provided to an engine, the Nyay
scheme will ‘jump-start’ the
entire economy. With this, the
poor will get money, demand
will increase, manufacturing
will increase and the youth will
get employment.

You are also contesting from Wayanad. But Smriti Irani says you
have gone looking for a safe seat.
Amethi is my ‘karmabhoomi’. I
contest from Amethi, and will
continue to do so. I want to send
a clear message to my brothers
and sisters in south India.
When you go to south India,
whether it is Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Goa, Karnataka, Telangana or Andhra
Pradesh, everywhere one
strong feeling is prevalent, that
their voice is not being heard.

Why is it that Pakistan comes up
as a political issue in every Indian
election? Sometimes, it is said that
former PM Manmohan Singh met
Pakistani ambassador. Sometimes you are accused.
Do you remember what Mr
Modi said in the 2014 election?
He made four major promises.
One, that he will deposit ₹15
lakh in every bank account.
Two, he will give jobs to two
crore youth every year.
Three, farmers will get 50%
profit over their cost of production. Four, ₹80 lakh crore worth
of black money would be
brought back to India within
100 days. He failed to deliver on
these four promises and that’s
the reason why he is trying to
divert issues. On the other
hand, we have promised to
deposit ₹72,000 every year in the
bank accounts of the poorest of
the poor. That’s ₹ 3.6 lakh over
5 years.
Secondly, we will fill up all
government jobs to create new
employment opportunities for
youth. We will have a separate
budget for our farmers.
Thirdly, we will empower the
people of India to fight against
corruption. It will begin with
the Rafale probe. Narendra
Modi has nothing left to say
about his poll promises so he is
trying to divert attention.

Will Priyanka Gandhi contest in
the Lok Sabha election?
Let’s see. Let there be some suspense for now!

You have been regularly been seen
performing puja or going to religious places. Do you perform puja
in your private life?
My work is my biggest worship.
The work I do and the path of
my life are also an important
form of worship for me. That’s
also a part of our Indian culture.
If a person or a community
invites me to their place of worship or house, I would definitely
like to go. I respect and understand their religious sentiments. This is the path of India.

The Congress had reduced
strength in Parliament but from
the beginning, it was vocal against
the government. Now, it looks like
it is increasingly becoming a personal battle between Narendra
Modi and you. Do you agree?
I had hugged him in front of
everyone in Parliament. You go
through all my speeches and
see, I never make any personal
attacks. I speak with affection. I
don’t talk about his family. I
never say anything about his
father or mother or his wife.
I respect the Prime Minister,
but he should speak the truth.
He claims to be a chowkidar,
but on the other hand gives
₹30,000 crore to Anil Ambani in
the Rafale deal, what else can be
said (of it) but (that it’s) theft?
It’s not my personal battle. I am
only carrying out my responsibilities for the country.
[The government and Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group have
denied allegations of any
wrongdoing in the Rafale deal.]

You had hugged Narendra Modi
once but did you ever see any such
feeling for you in him?
No. It looks like he has personal
animosity against me. But I
don’t have any personal animosity or hate towards him.
My fight is on ideological
grounds. I am fighting against
his ideology. I neither have any
anger nor any vengeance
against Modi.
But he has anger and the
need for revenge. When he
meets me in public, he often
looks away. That’s his style.
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Tejashwi skips
Rahul rally again

READY FOR ELECTION BATTLE
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HT Correspondent
NEWDELHI: Amidtheongoinggen-
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Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra interacts with a
HT PHOTO
child in Kannur on Saturday.

F I R S T R A L LY I N K E R A L A

Rahul is in your
hands: Priyanka
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

Campaigning for her brother and
Congress president, Rahul Gandhi, in Wayanad, the party’s
general secretary, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, said on Saturday
that the former has been
wrongly portrayed by opponents for at least a decade, but
that he was still man enough to
go to the other side of parliament to hug the man who had
called his mother names and
insulted his late father.
She was speaking at a meeting at Mananthawady, Wayanad.
Priyanka Gandhi was referring to the incident in the Lok
Sabha last year when the Congress president walked over to
the treasury benches and
hugged a bemused Prime Minister Narendra Modi after delivering a hard-hitting speech criti-

cising the NDA government.
In an emotionally-charged
speech she said her brother has
been personally +attacked for
many years. “They have sought
to portray a character of him
which is very far from truth. As
children, we shared moments of
devastation and loss together.
Despite heavy losses, he never
nursed anger towards anyone. I
am here to seek votes for my
brother and best friend,” she
said in her first political rally in
south India. Priyanka Gandhi
also listed the personal qualities
of her brother. “He is a black
belt (in Aikido). Also a trained
pilot. An ace diver and mountaineer. He doesn’t like any publicity. I know he won’t like what
I am saying,” she said, adding
that Rahul Gandhi is also wellversed in the epics and puranas,
even as she questioned whether
the custodians of the country
have such in-depth knowledge
in them.

eral elections, the Election Commission hasaskedtheproducers
of a web series based on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s life,
Modi: Journey of a Common
Man,tostopitsonlinestreaming
andremoveallcontentrelatedto
it until further orders. The commissionalsoaskedErosNow,the
producers of the series, to file a
compliance report.Acting on a
complaint forwarded to it by the
chiefelectoralofficerofDelhi,the
poll watchdogsaidtheserieshas
the potential to disturb the level
playing field at election time and
wasincontraventionofthemodel
code of conductin force since the
poll schedule was announced on
March 10.The commission
referred to its April 10 order that
barred the screening of any
biopic subserving the purpose of
anypoliticalentityor individual,
whichhasthepotentialtodisturb
thelevelplayingfieldduringelections.Takingnote of the fact that
thewebseriesshowcases the different phases of PM Modi’s life,
fromhischildhoodtobecominga
national leader, the EC, in its
order, said, “...In view of the
admittedfactsandmaterialavailable on record, this web series
being an original web series on
NarendraModi,thePrimeMinister and a political leader and a
prospectivecandidateinthecurrent general elections to the Lok
Sabha, cannot be exhibited.”
OnMonday,thepollwatchdog
will convey its decision on the
screening of the Modi biopic to
Supreme Court in a sealed
envelop.
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PATNA/SUPAUL: TheRashtriyaJan-

ata Dal (RJD)’s Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav,leaderoftheoppositionin
the Bihar assembly, missed ally
Rahul Gandhi’s rally in Supaul,
Bihar,onSaturday,theCongress
president’s third in the state and
the third missed by Tejashwi,
prompting opponents to claim
that all was not well within the
Mahagatbandhan,orGrandAlliance (GA).
Tejashwi has previously
missed Gandhi’s rallies in Gaya
andKatihar.TheCongress,RJD,
RashtriyaLokSamtaParty,Hindustani Awam Morcha and
Vikassheel Insan Party are part
oftheGA;theCongressiscontesting nine of the 40 LS seats in the
state and the RJD 20 with the
other partners fielding candidates in the rest.
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) leaders highlighted Yadav’s conspicuous
absence at Gandhi’s rallies and
said the alliance was coming
apart. “There is no unity in GA.
Theallianceleadersareavoiding
eachotherandskippingralliesby
topleaders,”saidUnionminister
andBJP’sPatnaSahibcandidate,
Ravi Shankar Prasad.
“That there are a lot of inner
contradictions in GA was apparent from the fact that Tejashwi
has been skipping Rahul Gandhi’smeetings,”said ChiragPaswan of the Lok Janshakti Party,
another NDA constituent.
BoththeRJDandtheCongress
sought to downplay Tejashwi’s
absence. “There are no differen-

n

Tejashwi Prasad Yadav

HT FILE

ces within GA nor is there is any
threat to GA unity,” said the
party’s state spokesperson, Mritunjay Tiwary. Tejashwi told
journalistsinPatna “Iwillattend
other rallies of Rahul Gandhi.”
The Congress echoed that.
“Tejashwi had a pre-planned
electionmeetinKhagaria,which
goes to the polls on April 23, to
canvass for Vikassheel Insaan
Party candidate Mukesh Sahni,
whoisaprominentGAleader...,”
said the Congress’s Bihar
incharge Shakti Singh Gohil.
Still,thesignificanceofSupaul
beingthevenueofthelatestGandhi rally missed by Yadav hasn’t
been lost on analysts. The local
unit of the RJD has openly
opposed Congress’s sitting MP
RanjeetRanjanandhasnotcampaigned for her. Ranjan’s husband and the sitting MP from
Madhepura,RajeshRanjanalias
Pappu Yadav, has gone on to file
hisnominationpapersfromMadhepura as an independent after
GA turned down his request to
field him. Veteran socialist
Sharad Yadav is the RJD’s official nominee for the seat. The
RJD is apprehensive that Pappu
Yadav might spoil Sharad
Yadav’s victory chances.

pollbriefs
I am scared, nobody knows
what Modi will do: Pawar

Poll commission notice to
Sidhu over Bihar remarks

Situation in Bengal like in
Bihar 15 yrs ago: EC

Four police observers
appointed for Tripura polling

Congress seeks removal of
Rae Bareli collector

MUMBAI: NCP chief Sharad Pawar
said Saturday that he was “terribly
afraid” as to what PM Narendra
Modi, who once called Pawar his
mentor in politics, would do next.
Pawar was addressing a campaign
rally at Daund in Baramati LS seat
from where his daughter Supriya
Sule is seeking re-election. “Modi
says he came into politics holding
my finger. But now I am terribly
afraid, because what this man will
do, nobody knows,” he said

NEW DELHI: The Election Commission (EC) on Saturday issued a
notice to Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu over his reported
appeal to Muslims in Bihar to vote
en-bloc to defeat the Bharatiya
Janata Party. The poll panel has
given Sidhu 24 hours to reply to its
notice, which has found the
remarks to be in contravention of
the model code of conduct that
bars making an appeal for votes
along religious lines.

KOLKATA: Election Commission
special observer Ajay V Nayak
Saturday said the situation in West
Bengal was similar to what it was
in Bihar around 10 to 15 years ago
and had lead to voters’ demand for
deployment of central forces in the
Lok Sabha elections. The TMC
demanded his removal, claiming
that Nayak has allegiance to the
RSS and the BJP. Meanwhile, as per
EC orders, Malda SP Arnab Ghosh
will be replaced with Ajoy Prasad.

AGARTALA: The EC appointed four
central police observers to hold the
third phase of polling in the Tripura
East LS seat, where election was
deferred to April 23, citing an
“unconducive security situation”,
an official said here on Saturday.
The EC appointed three central
police observers and a special
central police observer to oversee
the use of security forces in polling
in the mountainous tribal reserved
parliamentary constituency.

LUCKNOW: The state Congress on
Saturday urged the EC to remove
Rae Bareli district magistrate Neha
Sharma who, it alleged, was
playing a partisan role and working as an agent of BJP candidate
Dinesh Pratap Singh. In a memorandum to CEO L Venkateshwarlu ,
senior Congress leaders said there
was no possibility of holding a free
and fair election here as the DM
had failed to discharge her duty in
an impartial manner.

n

Senior Congress leader Jyotiraditya Scindia with his wife Priyadarshini during a public meeting
after filing his nomination papers at Gandhi Maidan in Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh on Saturday.
Priyadarshini said that her husband will win by a huge margin of votes.
MUJEEB FARUQUI/HT PHOTO

Akhilesh accuses
uncle Shivpal of
colluding with BJP

Wayanad hopes
for better days

FIROZABAD: SamajwadiParty(SP)

Ramesh Babu

presidentAkhileshYadavonSaturday accused his uncle Shivpal
Yadav, withouttakinghis name,
of being in collusion with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Akhilesh, however, denied
thathehadexpelledShivpalfrom
the party. He claimed his uncle
had got him expelled from the
party.
Akhilesh was addressing a
rallyinMakhanpurinsupportof
Akshay Yadav, the sitting MP
and son of SP general secretary
Ram Gopal Yadav. Akshay faces
hisuncleShivpal,whoiscontesting as a Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party (PSP) candidate.
BSPchiefMayawatiandRashtriyaLokDalpresidentAjitSingh
alsoaddressedtherally.Allthree
parties have tied up in Uttar PradeshfortheLokSabhaelections.
“Conspiraciesarebeinghatched
against us andfalsehood is being
spreadthatwehaveexpelledhim
(Shivpal) from the Samajwadi
Partyandhaveinsultedhim.Itis
totallyfalse...”saidAkhilesh.“In
fact, it was he (Shivpal) who convinced Neta ji (Mulayam Singh
Yadav) to expel me and other
party leaders (Ram Gopal
Yadav),”healleged.“Therewere
meetings between him (Shivpal)
and BJP on the sly, for which he
wasawardedbytheUPchiefminister with a bungalow... ,” he
alleged.
HTC
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WAYANAD: First-time voter Var-

sha John, a 23-year-old working
in a technology firm in Bengaluru, is on leave visiting her
family in Wayanad. After the
Congress announced on March
31 that party president Rahul
Gandhi will also contest Wayanad, in addition to Amethi, John
made it a point to extend her
leave to cast her vote on April 23.
“I don’t have any political
affiliation. But Rahul’s entry
has electrified the scene. I think
it is the best thing ever to happen to the backward district,”
she says with a chuckle.
John is not alone in hoping
that the attention Wayanad is
receiving will open up new
opportunities. “It is a god sent
opportunity. We are sure his
candidature will bring development to Wayanad,” said Sreemaya V K, a postgraduate and
first-time voter.
Although she hails from a
family that has traditionally
voted for the Left (the Left Democratic Front, a coalition of left
parties including the Communist Party of India (Marxist), is
one of the two alternating ruling
coalitions in the state), she is
thinking of giving her vote to the
“PM-in-waiting.” “I think the
time of hardcore ideology is

over. What we need are better
opportunities. Politics of violence and hate will have to go,”
she says.
While many like her express
hope over Gandhi’s candidature, the troubles of this district,
nestled in the Western Ghats,
run deeper. A minority-dominated constituency — the Muslim population is 32 %, while
Christians are 22% and Hindus
make up 46%, as per the 2011
census — It is one of the most
backward districts of Kerala.
For instance, the infant mortality rate here is the highest in the
state, and is 2.7 points higher
than the state average of 7.
Most of the educated youngsters eventually move to neighbouring states like Karnataka
or Tamil Nadu for employments; several others flock to
the Middle East for blue-collar
jobs.
More than half the 1.3 million-strong electorate in the
state is below the age of 35 years.
John’s expectations from the
high-profile entrant in Kerala
politics are high: greater job
opportunities, better travel
facilities, lifting of a ban on
night travel along the Kozhikode-Bangaluru highway and a
railway line to Mysuru, a
demand that is several decades
old and has not been taken up by
successive governments.
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UN lists Bhopal gas tragedy
among worst industrial
accidents of century

Foreign secy to discuss
Azhar during China visit
KEY PARLEYS Visit comes ahead of Belt and Road Forum, which India will skip over CPEC
n
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BEIJING/NEW DELHI: India’s foreign
secretary, Vijay Gokhale, will
hold talks with top Chinese officials, including foreign minister,
Wang Yi, next week on key issues
such as coordinating the positions of the two sides at international forums and the listing of
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief, Masood Azhar.
Officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity, described
Gokhale’s two-day visit to Beijing
beginning on Sunday as part of
regular diplomatic consultations.
However, he is visiting days
ahead of the second Belt and Road
Forum, which India will skip
because of concerns over territorial sovereignty related to the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Gokhale, who earlier served as
the envoy to Beijing, will have a
series of meetings on April 22,
including with vice foreign minister, Kong Xuanyou, and state
councillor and foreign minister,
Wang Yi.
Indian officials sought to play
down the significance of the timing of the visit, saying the trip had
been scheduled quite some time
back.
“The foreign secretary visits
other countries as part of our regular consultations. He was
recently in Washington and Moscow. He will be visiting Berlin
after Beijing,” said an official who
asked not to be identified.
In addition to talks aimed at
maintaining momentum in bilateral ties in the wake of last year’s
informal summit between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping at Wuhan,
Gokhale is expected to discuss the
coordinating of India’s and
China’s positions on key global
issues at forums such as the G20
Summit to be held in Tokyo in
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Abhinandan Varthaman

ABHINANDAN
TRANSFERRED
FROM J&K OVER
SECURITY ISSUES

Sutirtho Patranobis and
Rezaul H Laskar
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NEW DELHI: Wing Commander
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India has renewed its demand for JeM chief Masood Azhar to be designated a global terrorist since the Feb
WASEEM ANDRABI/ HT FILE
14 Pulwama attack , for which his group claimed responsibility.

June, people familiar with developments said.
Xi is expected to meet the
Indian prime minister on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit. The
Chinese side is also keenly looking forward to the second
informal summit, which will be
held in India some time after the
general election gets over in May.
Beijing is currently preparing
to host the three-day Belt and
Road Forum from April 25, which
will be attended by nearly 40
heads of state and government.
India and Bhutan are among the
countries that will not attend the
forum. New Delhi had also boycotted the first edition of the
forum in 2017.
India has repeatedly expressed
concerns about the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), largely because
of CPEC, which passes through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and
the uneven playing field created
by China for Xi’s flagship connectivity project. For Beijing, India’s
snub is a diplomatic irritant.

Briefing the media on the forum
on Friday, foreign minister Wang
had said: “One of our differences
is how to look at the BRI. The
Indian side has its concerns. “We
understand that and that is why
we have stated clearly on many
occasions that the BRI, including
the CPEC, is only an economic
initiative and does not target any
third country, and they have
nothing to do with the sovereign
and territorial disputes left from
history between any two countries.” China’s repeated blocking
of efforts to designate Masood
Azhar at the UN’s Islamic State
and al-Qaeda Sanctions Committee, too, has emerged as an irritant in ties.
Gokhale is expected to convey
India’s concerns on this issue to
Kong. Kong has played an important role in bilateral consultations in recent years, and had
visited Pakistan in March in the
aftermath of tensions following
the February 14 Pulwama suicide
attack that killed 40 Indian Cen-

tral Reserve Police Force personnel.
In December, Kong had visited
India to review diplomatic ties in
the wake of the Wuhan summit.
India incidentally has sent one of
its frontline warships, INS Kolkata, to join the 70th anniversary of
the People’s Liberation Army
Navy at Qingdao in east China.
Hu Shisheng, a Beijing-based
South Asia expert, said there are
several issues for the two sides to
discuss.
“I thought of the second BRF
summit. Maybe, the Indian side
wants to reduce China’s misconceptions.
Although New Delhi is reluctant to send official delegations to
the second BRF, the cooperation
between the two countries on
regional integration and governance can still be pushed forward,”
said Hu, director of the Institute
of South and Southeast Asian and
Oceania Studies at the China
Institutes of Contemporary International Relations.
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Abhinandan Varthaman, captured and briefly held by Pakistan after his MiG-21 jet was
shot down during an aerial
engagement over the Line of
Control on February 27, has
been transferred out of Jammu
and Kashmir for security reasons, a defence ministry official
said on Saturday.
Varthaman has been shifted
from Srinagar airbase, to
“another frontline fighter
base”, the senior defence ministry official, who didn’t want to
be named, said without giving
details. “Security considerations prompted the transfer,”
the official said. Security agencies had indicated that Varthaman could be targeted by Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM), the group that claimed
responsibility for the February
14 suicide attack in Pulwama
that killed 40 Indian troops and
triggered a tense standoff
between the two countries. The
Indian Air Force (IAF), however, described Varthaman’s
transfer to another airbase as
“routine”.
Varthaman, flying a vintage
Russian-origin MiG-21 jet, was
part of the complement of combat aircraft that took on incoming Pakistan Air Force jets on
February 27. A day earlier, IAF
combat jets had struck a JeM
training camp at Balakot in Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province.

Press Trust of India
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UNITED NATIONS: The 1984 Bhopal

gas tragedy which killed thousands of people is among the
world’s “major industrial accidents” of the 20th century, a UN
report has said, warning that 2.78
million workers die from occupational accidents and work-related diseases each year.
The report released by the UN
labour agency International
Labour Organization (ILO) said
in 1984, at least 30 tons of methyl
isocyanate gas, which was
released from the Union Carbide
pesticide plant in the Madhya
Pradesh capital, affected more
than 600,000 workers and nearby
inhabitants. “The government
figures estimate that there have
been 15,000 deaths as a result of
the disaster over the years. Toxic
material remains and thousands
of survivors and their descendants have suffered from respira-

n

Methyl isocyanate gas, released from the Union Carbide plant,
HT FILE
affected over 600,000 workers and nearby inhabitants.

tory diseases and from damage to
internal organs and immune systems,” it said. The report titled
‘The Safety and Health at the
Heart of the Future of Work —
Building on 100 years of experience’ said the Bhopal disaster
was among the world’s “major
industrial accidents after 1919”.
Among the other nine major
industrial disasters after 1919

listed in the report are the Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear
disasters as well as the Rana
Plaza building collapse. In the
Chernobyl disaster in April 1986,
one of four nuclear reactors at the
Chernobyl power station in
Ukraine exploded, releasing at
least 100 times more radiation
than the atom bombs dropped on
Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

Sexual harassment case
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hindustan Times has seen
her letter but cannot authenticate any of the allegations made
in it.
CJI Gogoi said in court on Saturday that the former staffer,
who made allegations against
him, has “a criminal background and has two FIRs
against her”. FIR is short for
first information report.
The hearing began with the
CJI summarising the allegations made against him in the
letter (which also has a sworn
undertaking), and also published on Saturday morning in
four online publications.
He said: “I received communication from four online publications, Caravan, Leaflet, Scroll
and Wire wanting to know of my
response on the allegations.
They gave me less than 12 hours

to respond. A response was sent
to these publications by the Secretary General denying the allegations.”
Rebutting the allegations, the
CJI said, “I will not stoop low
even to deny this allegation.
What troubles me is that after 20
years in judiciary I have a bank
balance of ₹6 lakh, 80 thousand
and ₹40 lakh in provident fund.
When I was an advocate I had
more. No one can catch me on
money. They have to look for
something else. Even my peon
has more money than me.”
Brushing aside the allegations, he added: “This employee
was in my home office for a
month-and-a-half. The allegation pertains to an incident on
October 11 and 12, 2018, when
my personal private secretary
made a report of inappropriate
behaviour by the staff(er) and

forwarded it to the registry.
Thereafter she was removed
from my office. At some point of
time, unsolicited phone calls
were received from the husband
of the lady seeking help from the
CJI to put her back into service,
which were reported to the
Delhi Police.”
“The lady has a criminal
background. There are two FIRs
against her. One was against her
when she entered service under
section 324 (Voluntarily causing
hurt by dangerous weapons or
means) and 506 (criminal intimidation). The other FIR was
lodged in Feburary/ March this
year for negotiating a deal for
employment in the Supreme
Court for a person for which she
took ₹50,000 against a claim of
₹10 lakh. She was arrested in
this FIR and was in custody for
four days.
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‘WON’T GIVE UP!’ A protester kneels in front of a fire during a
‘yellow vest’ demonstration in Paris. The protests on Saturday
marked the 23rd week of anti-government marches.
AFP

shortstories
TWO TEENAGERS HELD OVER KILLING OF
JOURNALIST IN NORTHERN IRELAND
LONDON:Two teenagers have been arrested over the killing of a journalist
shot dead in Northern Ireland, police said on Saturday, after a murder that
has triggered international condemnation. The 18 and 19-year-old men were
arrested in Londonderry under anti-terror laws and taken to Belfast for
questioning, the Police Service of Northern Ireland said. Journalist Lyra
McKee, 29, was shot in the head late on Thursday in Derry by, police believe,
dissident republicans linked to the New IRA paramilitary group as they
clashed with police in Northern Ireland’s second city. The leaders of Northern
AFP
Ireland’s main political parties together condemned the killing.

13 people shot dead at
family party in Mexico

Iraq meet brings together
Saudi Arabia and Iran

MEXICOCITY:Thirteen people,
including a child, were killed on
Friday when a group of unidentified gunmen opened fire on a
party in the violence-wracked
eastern Mexican state of Veracruz, officials said. The public
safety office said the gunmen
arrived at a family reunion in
Minatitlan before suddenly
AGENCIES
opening fire.

BAGHDAD:A summit organised by
Iraq brought together regional
rivals Saudi Arabia and Iran on
Saturday as part of a broader
effort by Iraqi leaders to fashion
the country’s image as a friend
among neighbours. Scarred by
more than three decades of war,
Iraq is recasting itself as a mediaAP
tor among neighbours.

Massive sums of cash
found at Bashir’s home
KHARTOUM:Sudan’s public
prosecutor has begun investigating ousted president Omar
al-Bashir on charges of money
laundering and possession of
large sums of foreign currency
without legal grounds. Military
intelligence searched Bashir’s
home and found suitcases loaded
with $351,000 and six million
euros, as well as five million
REUTERS
Sudanese pounds.

Indian-origin neurologist
charged with fraud in US
NEW YORK:An Indian-origin
neurologist has been charged
with conspiracy to unlawfully
dispense controlled substances
and commit healthcare fraud in
the US. Anil Prasad, 62, of Louisiana was charged with one count
of prescribing controlled substances outside the course of professional practice and for no legitimate purpose and one count of
conspiracy to commit healthcare
PTI
fraud.

Gunmenstormministrybuilding
inKabul,atleastsevenkilled
TOWER UNDER SIEGE Among the dead were 4 civilians, 3 police officers; Taliban deny involvement

Agencies

Reuters

BEIRUT/MOSCOW: Jihadists have
killedmorethan60Syrianregime
fighters in 48 hours, a monitor
said on Saturday, in some of the
deadliest attacks on pro-Damascus forces in recent weeks.
Kurdish-led forces in March
announced the defeat of the
Islamic State (IS) group’s “caliphate” in eastern Syria, but the
jihadists have retained hideouts
there and in other parts of the
country as well as the ability to
carry out deadly assaults.
Since Thursday, IS jihadists
have killed 35 pro-Damascus
fighters in regime-held parts of
central and eastern Syria, the
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said.
ObservatorychiefRamiAbdel
Rahman said it was “the highest
death toll among regime forces
since the caliphate was declared
defeated”intheeasternvillageof
Baghouz last month.

MARCUS HUTCHINS

Cyber expert credited with stopping WannaCry
ransomware attack admits to malware charges

1

The British cyber security researcher hailed as
a hero for neutralising the global ransomware
attack in 2017 has pleaded guilty to two of the
10 US charges of writing malware

2
3

US prosecutors had claimed that he and a co-defendant advertised,
distributed and profited from a malware code known as Kronos
between 2014 and 2015
“I’ve pleaded guilty to two charges related to writing malware in the
years prior to my career in security,” Hutchins, who is also known as
MalwareTech, said in a statement.

letters@hindustantimes.com

KABUL: Atleastsevenpeoplewere
killed in an attack on the Afghan
communicationsministryincentralKabulonSaturday,breaking
months of relative calm in the
capital and underlining the continued security threats despite
efforts to open peace talks with
the Taliban.
The attack began shortly
before midday when a suicide
bomb was detonated at the
entrance to the multi-storey
building housing the ministry in
a busy commercial area of the
city,followedupbygunfirewhich
could be heard over a mile away.
Among the dead were four
civiliansandthreepoliceofficers,
while another eight civilians
were wounded, a government
official said.
“We saw a gunman trying to
break open an office door and as
we wererunningout,he was trying to shoot us and he started
shouting: ‘I will kill everyone
here’,” said Syeda Rashid, an
officeadministratorintheministry who escaped with several of
her colleagues. She said at least
six women had been wounded.
Televisionimagesshowedpeople fleeing after gunfire and
explosionsbegannearthe18-storey government tower.
The area around the building
wassealedoffbypoliceasatleast
three attackers battled security
forces for several hours before
theattackwasfinallysuppressed
in the late afternoon, interior

n

(Left) An Afghan soldier rushes towards the communications ministry building in Kabul; (right) the view of the tower that was attacked.

ministry spokesman Nasrat
Rahimi said.
The interiorministry saidin a
statement that more than 2,800
employeesoftheministryofcommunications and information
technology and the ministry of
information and culture were
evacuated during the clearance
operation.
Several young children and
staffatachildcarecentreforministryemployeeswerealsoevacuated.

“We were having lunch when
we heard the explosion,” said
Rabia, who worked at the childcarecentre.“Wegrabbedthechildren together into the safe room
and just waited till the security
forces arrived,” she said.
The blast, which security officials said appeared to have been
caused by a suicide bomber, was
also close to the heavily fortified
Serena Hotel, one of the very few
Kabulhotels stillusedbyforeign
visitors.

Blind man makes Pacific voyage
Agence France-Presse
n

inthenews

> MIKE POMPEO, US secretary of state, on North Korea’s
demand that he should be ousted from the nuclear talks

JIHADISTS KILL
MORE THAN 60
GOVT FIGHTERS
ACROSS SYRIA

n

n

I’M STILL IN CHARGE OF THE TEAM.

letters@hindustantimes.com

TOKYO: A blind Japanese sailor
completed his non-stop Pacific
voyage on Saturday, becoming
the first sightless person on
recordtonavigateavesselacross
the vast ocean.
MitsuhiroIwamotoarrivedat
port in Fukushima in his 40-foot
sailboat on Saturday morning,
around two months after he left
California. Iwamoto, a 52-yearold San Diego resident, sailed
from the US city on February 24
with DougSmith,aUSnavigator
whoverballyhelpedhimbyoffering information such as wind
direction.
This was his second attempt
after his initial voyage was cut
short six years ago when his

THE FRENCH CONNECTION

In war-torn Syria, an ancestor
of Notre-Dame still stands

Agence France-Presse
n
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QALBLOZEH,SYRIA:An arched

entrance flanked by two towers, elaborate carvings and a
broad-aisled nave - a 5th-century limestone church in
northwestern Syria is the
architectural forerunner of
France’s famed Notre-Dame
cathedral.
Hemmed by the village of
Qalb Lozeh (Arabic for ‘Heart
of the Almond’), the cathedral which goes by the same
name is widely hailed as
Syria’s finest example of
Byzantine-era architecture.
It is believed to have been the
source of inspiration for
Romanesque and Gothic
cathedrals in Europe, including the Paris landmark
Notre-Dame.
“It is the earliest known

example of the twin tower
facade flanking a highly elaborate arched entrance, the
precursor to what became
known as the Romanesque
style,” says West Asia cultural expert Diana Darke.
Romanesque architecture
evolved into the Gothic style
that defines Notre-Dame, she
says.
The layout of the church in
Syria has many similarities
with Notre-Dame, she says.
“The specific similarities
between Notre-Dame and
Qalb Lozeh are first and foremost, the twin tower design
flanking the elaborate arched
portal,” says Darke.
“Inside Qalb Lozeh, the
similarities are in the pillars
dividing the church into
three broad aisles - the nave
and side-aisles - a deliberate
echoing of the Holy Trinity,

with three sweeping arches
resting on broad capitals to
spread and distribute the
weight which carried the
clerestory windows and the
original wooden roof over the
nave,” she adds.
The abandoned church is
within a cluster of 40 so-called
“Ancient Villages of Northern Syria” which UNESCO
has included on its World
Heritage List since 2011.
Two years later as fighting
ravaged Syria and its cultural
heritage, the villages were
placed on UNESCO’s list of
endangered sites.
UNESCO says the villages
including Qalb Lozeh - home
to pagan temples and ancient
churches - illustrate “the
transition from the ancient
pagan world of the Roman
Empire to Byzantine Christianity”.

ASSAD DISCUSSES PEACE
WITH RUSSIAN ENVOYS
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad met senior officials from his
strongest ally Russia in Damascus on Friday and Saturday to
discussupcomingpeacetalksand
tradebetweenthetwocountries,
state media in Syria reported.
RussiahashelpedAssad’sforcestotakebackmostofthe country but the eight-year-long war
continues.
Swathes of the northeast and
northwest are still out of his control, while sanctions and a fuel
shortage are constricting the
economy.

Theoperationmarkedareturn
to the kind of complex attacks in
an urban centre that have killed
hundreds of people in Kabul and
other Afghan cities over recent
years.
There was no claim of responsibility but the Taliban issued a
statement denying any involvement. Many such attacks have
been claimed by the radical
Islamic State (IS) group.
Prior to Saturday’s attack,
Kabulhadbeenrelativelycalmas

US officials have held a series of
meetings with representatives
from the Taliban to try to agree
the basis for a peace settlement
and an end to more than 17 years
of war.
While heavy fighting has carried on across Afghanistan and
Taliban militants have
announcedtheirnowcustomary
spring offensive, it had been
months since the last major
attack on civilian targets in the
capital.

Egyptians vote in
referendum to
extend Sisi’s rule

O R M A R A T E R R O R AT TAC K

n
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CAIRO:Egyptians voted on Satur-

n

Mitsuhiro Iwamoto (left), a blind sailor, celebrates his arrival in
REUTERS
Iwaki, Japan, with his navigator Doug Smith.

yacht hit a whale and sank.
“I’m home. Thank you,” Iwamoto told the welcoming party
after his yacht sailed into
Fukushima, ending a journey of

some 14,000 kilometres.
“I didn’t give up and I made a
dreamcometrue,”Iwamoto was
quotedbyJapan’sKyodoNewsas
saying.

Sex cult: Seagram
heiress pleads guilty
Agence France-Presse
n
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esstotheSeagramliquorfortune,
haspleaded guilty to herrolein a
secretive society of women sex
slaves.
The guilty plea on two countsconspiracy to conceal and harbour illegal aliens for financial
gainandfraudulentuseofidentification- allows Bronfman’s to
avoidatrialinthecasesettoopen
May 7.
The40-year-oldphilanthropist
and former equestrian showjumper is the daughter of Edgar
Bronfman, the late Canadian
chairman of liquor giant Seagram whose net worth was estimated at $2.6 billion.
Keith Raniere, 58, the founder
of the purported self-help group
Nxivm who has already been

The facade of the 5th-century basilica in Qalb Lozeh village in northwestern Syria. The ancient
limestone cathedral is the architectural forerunner of France's famed Notre-Dame.
AFP

letters@hindustantimes.com

Agence France-Presse

NEWYORK: Clare Bronfman, heir-

n

AGENCIES
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n

Clare Bronfman

AP

charged with sex trafficking and
forced labour conspiracy, now
stands alone as a defendant in a
case. Raniere, who was arrested
in Mexico last year, is accused of
creating a secret society called
“DOS”, a pyramid scheme of
more than a dozen women
“slaves”and“masters”withhim
- the sole man- at the top.

day in a referendum that aims to
cement the rule of President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the former
coupleaderwhopresentshimself
asarockofstabilityinaturbulent
region.
Voters were being asked to
back amendments to the constitution to allow Sisi, 64, to run for
another six-year term while
boostinghiscontroloverthejudiciaryandgivingthemilitaryeven
greater influence inpolitical life.
The three-day referendum
bucksthetrendofNorthAfrica’s
mini-ArabSpring,inwhichmass
pro-democracy protests this
monthsweptawayveteranpresidents in Algeria and Sudan.
Sisi himself was among the
first to vote when polls opened,
castinghisballotintheupmarket
Cairo suburb of Heliopolis.
In Shubra, a working-class
neighbourhood of the capital,
dozens of voters, mostly women
carrying their children, queued
outside a polling station in the
local high school.
InCairo,troopsweredeployed
innumbersalthoughtheinterior
ministry denied to give any
nationwide figures.
Egyptisstillbattlingajihaidst
insurgency based in the Sinai
Peninsula that has seen attacks
in Cairo and other cities.
Sisi has argued that he needs
longer to complete the job of
restoring security and stability
aftertheturmoilthatfollowedthe
overthrow of veteran autocrat
Hosni Mubarak in the Arab
Spring of 2011.
Outonthestreets,hissupporters waved flags bearing their
campaign motto “Do the Right”
astheypressedpassers-bytoturn
out and vote “yes”.

n

File photo of Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan attending a
REUTERS
welcome ceremony in Beijing.

Iran, Afghanistan
must act against
attackers: Pak
HT Correspondent
n
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s foreign
minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Saturday said the government expects both Iran and
Afghanistan to take strong
action against terrorist groups
behind the deadly bus attack at
Ormara.
Qureshi told reporters in
Islamabad that the whole country was “angry and upset” and
wanted to know who was behind
the attack.
At least 14 passengers were
offloaded from buses and gunned
down by unidentified assailants
on the Makran Coastal Highway
near Ormara, Balochistan, early
on Thursday.
Qureshi said that an alliance
of Baloch terrorist organisations
that goes by the acronym “BRA”
has claimed responsibility for
the attacks.
He said that on the basis of

verified information, this new
alliance had its training and
logistical camps in Iran.
Following investigations,
Pakistan shared the information
with Iranian authorities, Qureshi said, adding that the exact
location of the camps has also
been identified.
The foreign minister said that
apart from expecting Tehran to
take action against these outfits,
Islamabad hopes that Kabul, too,
will take necessary steps since
the new alliance has a presence
and leadership in Afghanistan.
Qureshi said that specific
forensic evidence was available,
which could be shared, if necessary, to trace the attackers.
“They’re criminals who have
done this incident,” Qureshi
said.
He said he spoke to his Iranian
counterpart, Mohammad Javad
Zarif, and shared the sentiments
of the Pakistani people as well as
Islamabad’s expectations.

Some in Imran’s new cabinet worked for Musharraf
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: The timing of Pakistan’s cabinet reshuffle and the
people who got key portfolios
have led to questions about the
competence of the Imran Khan
government as well as whether
the Pakistani premier actually
calls the shots on such matters.
Eight months after his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government took over, Khan pulled
back key players from the frontline in a majorrejigon Thursday
andnamedtothecabinetseveral
people who have either served
with Pervez Musharraf, or more
ironically,withformerpresident
Asif Ali Zardari.
Most controversial has been
the appointment of Ijaz Shah as
interior minister. On March 29,

the man whom former premier
Benazir Bhutto had accused of
planning her assassination, was
sworn in as minister for parliamentary affairs.
Shah retired in 2004 after a
38-year career that saw him rise
to the rank of brigadier while
serving with the 15 Punjab Regiment and Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). He was one of Musharraf’strustedaidesandwashis
pick for director general of the
Intelligence Bureau.
Shah’stenurefrom2004to2008
was rife with controversy as he
wasaccusedofwidespreadpolitical victimisation.
He entered Pakistan’s parliament for the first time in 2018,
defeating the powerful Mansab
family of the PML-N after two
unsuccessful attempts in 2013
and2015.Shahwasservingasthe

head of ISI in Punjab when Musharrafmountedhiscoup inOctober 1999. Soon after, he was
appointed home secretary of the
province.
His chequered past as an ISI
officer also saw his nomination
for a senior diplomatic position
rejected. In 2004, Musharraf
namedShahasthehighcommissionertoAustralia,butthenominationwasrejectedbyCanberra.
“After the current appointment, there is no difference
between the federal cabinet of
Musharraf and Imran Khan,”
said Nafisa Shah, information
secretary at Pakistan Peoples
Party. She was alluding to the
presenceofatleast16Musharraf
loyalists in Islamabad’s power
corridors.
The new de facto finance minister Hafeez Shaikh holds a PhD

in economics from Boston University. Having worked at Harvard Institute of Development
and assumed key offices at the
World Bank, Shaikh has over 30
years of experience in economic
policymaking,managementand
implementation.
FirdousAshiqAwan,aformer
information minister, has taken
overasthespecialassistanttothe
prime minister on the information,makingherthedefactoministerforinformation.Shehasalso
beeninformationministerinthe
Zardari government. From the
PML-Q to the PPP and finally to
the PTI, Awan is seen as a survivor. Another survivor is former
information minister Fawad
Chaudhry who willnow serve as
theministerforscienceandtechnology. Chaudhry too served
under Musharraf and the PPP.

n

The reshuffle started with
finance minister Asad Umar’s
resignation.
AP
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INDIA’S TINY
INFLUENCERS

Aayu and Pihu Show
PRAKRUTI KALRA, 12,
and AYUSH, 5, Kota
2.2 million subscribers

They’re reviewing toys, making ice
cream and letting us into the daily life of the
urban tween. With millions tuning in, India’s
youngest vloggers are learning to generate
hits, deal with the perks and perils of fame

Anesha George
n

anesha.george@hindustantimes.com

hat were you like at five? In
Kochi, Nihal Rajagopalan
had already shot a video
that would fetch over 2 million views. It shows him in
a chef’s hat and apron,
making mango ice-cream
in Mickey Mouse moulds.
Rajagopalan’s little hands
operate the blender with
ease (though he does seem awestruck by
its speed). He breaks into a song midway,
tries to recall the ingredients, talks about
texture like a professional, only to dig right
into his ice-cream as soon as it’s ready.
Facebook acquired the rights to this
video for $2,000 in 2016. Rajagopalan, better
known as Kicha, is now nine and successfully runs his channel KichaTube, with
35,000 subscribers.
In Noida, 9-year-old Anantya Anand
makes videos telling kids how to pack their
travel bags. Kyra Kanojia, 8, also from
Noida, reviews and assembles toys, sometimes failing at the first attempt. These
kids, some of India’s youngest YouTubers,
get millions of views for each video.
A KPMG study found last year that User
Generated Content (UGC) occupies the
second-largest share in India’s online
video consumption, after comedy shows.
YouTube accounts for 60% to 70% of this
viewing. “YouTube kids, as a category,
took off in 2015 and channels by individual
kid creators started picking up in 2017,”
says Satya Raghavan, director of YouTube
Content Partnerships in India.
These videos are typically shot and
scripted by parents, feature kids and are
aimed at kids. Anand, who wants to be an
actress, also does videos on fashion, and
funny sketches about life as a primaryschool student. “I write scripts but she
rarely sticks to them,” says her mother,
Nisha. “Her bits make the videos funnier.”
While most videos take an hour or two to
shoot, longer ones can take six to eight
hours. “Breaks are crucial. We wrap up if
the kids seem to lose interest,” says Piyush
Kalra, 38, father of Ayush and Prakruti.
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NOWSTREAMING
THE JUNIOR MASTER CHEF
KichaTube HD
NIHAL RAJAGOPALAN, 9, Kochi
35,000 subscribers
ihal Rajagopalan, nicknamed Kicha,
has been a constant in the kitchen
from the age of three.
His mother, Ruby, 47, a professional baker, would indulge him by
answering his questions and letting him
watch her bake. When he was not trying to
help his mother, he’d watch YouTube videos of the nine-year-old American toy
reviewer, Evan, on his channel EvanTube
HD. Kicha adored him.
In 2015, Kicha managed to convince his
dad to make a cameraphone video of him
making ice popsicles and upload it on YouTube. They set up a channel called KichaTube HD, similar to Evan’s.
“Friends and colleagues said they found
the little chef amusing and wanted more,”
says Rajagopal Krishnan, 47, an advertising professional.
Since then Kicha has posted over 150
cooking videos in the last four years. There
are easy, no-flame recipes. Also, the Ker-

N

ala delicacy putta, or steamed rice cakes,
which he prepared for Ellen DeGeneres
when he was invited onto her show in 2016.
Kicha cooks in real-time with recipes
provided by his mother.
“He is a different person on camera,”
says Ruby. “We rehearse once, but when
the camera rolls, he does what he wants,
says what he wants, makes little bloopers
too but carries on confidently.”
Kids bully him, sometimes, saying that
he isn’t a real chef.
“YouTube disabled the comments section on children’s channels about two
months ago, but before that I made it a
point to go through every comment and
remove the abusive ones so that he
wouldn’t spot them,” says Krishnan.
They make it a point to keep sharing all
the positive feedback he receives to keep
him motivated. “The good thing is he
rarely harps on unpleasant things and gets
happy knowing that so many people are
sending him love from across the world,”
his father says.
Kicha hopes to make a cake that looks
like him and is as big as him. However, his
“real aim is to become an astronaut chef
and cook in space” when he grows up.

THE LITTLE LIFESTYLE VLOGGER
MyMissAnand
ANANTYA ANAND, 9, Noida
2.5 million subscribers
nantya Anand (below) was barely
four, but her family had figured out
that she loved the camera. Her aunt,
Shruti, 33, a lifestyle and beauty
vlogger who lived in the US then,
recall h ti
ssly she’d talk on Skype.
She would talk about
er day and comment on
andom things, but not a
iinute was boring, just
ke a seasoned blogger,”
hruti says. Little
nand started off starng in her aunt’s videos
s a model for kid’s hairyles but eventually
onvinced her aunt she
eeded her own platrrm. MyMissAnand,
t up in 2017, features
er talking about her
outines, travels, safe
nline challenges like
easure hunts and
e

A

iyush Kalra, a sales professional
from Kota, started the YouTube
channel Aayu and Pihu Show in 2017
because he couldn’t find good Hindi
videos for his son, Ayush, who was
about three then.
“We wanted to keep Pihu [Prakruti] and
Aayu occupied with fun, informative videos, but there were none in Hindi,” he says.
“So I thought of letting them make their
own shows. For better content for other
parents and to keep my kids occupied.”
They started off with simple, no-flame
cooking videos. “The kids enjoyed shooting them, but we didn’t get too many views
and didn’t know why,” he says.
They were close to giving up when they
realised that the videos with funny interactions between the kids seemed to go
down much better with viewers.
“We decided to start doing funny
sketches about everyday life, but ended
every video with a moral,” he says.
They have uploaded around 180 such
videos in the last three years, releasing a
video every week. There’s one in which the
kids don’t want to go to school and eventually understand that school is actually a lot
of fun. In another, they learn to appreciate
everything their homemaker
mother does in a day.
There’s also one about
table manners. “Most feedback is about how these
videos are family-friendly
and entertaining,” says
Kalra. “But some kids tend
to compare Pihu to Aayu,
calling him cuter and a better actor, which is sometimes a little unfair to our
daughter.
“It has, however,
taught her to deal with
unpleasant feedback and
know that she cannot
always expect praise.”

veggie-eating dares. “The most popular
are comedy sketches on things like types of
teachers, life with or without siblings, bad
students vs good students,” Anand says.
Videos get an average of 4 million views,
surprising her mother, Nisha, who scripts
them. “Kids in the US do cool videos about
their morning or after-school routine that
Anantya loved watching. We really didn’t
think it would catch on so well in India,”
she says. Shooting takes six hours on
weekends, and the channel releases two or
three videos a month.
At 9, Anand is also learning to deal with
online fame. Fans write in and ask to take
selfies with her at malls. “We were in
Europe on a family vacation last year
when a little girl from Afghanistan recognised Anantya and approached her for a
picture,” recalls her mother. The YouTuber was overwhelmed but her family says
that this popularity has disadvantages as
well. “So far she hasn’t got too many hate
messages but we’ve taught her to ignore
people who spew hatred,” says her aunt
Shruti Anand. “We explained to her that
she is not answerable to anyone. Her
friends and family are always going to be
proud of her talent and that’s what should
keep her going,” she adds.

Nihal Rajagopalan (9,
above) chats
as he cooks,
discusses
textures and
flavours like a
pro, and says
he wants to be
an astronaut
chef when he
grows up.
(Right)
Prakruti Kalra,
12, and her
brother Ayush,
5, make funny
videos in which
they argue
about an issue
or chat about
things like
table manners.
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SKETCHES
WITH A
MESSAGE
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UNBOXING, REVIEWING TOYS
Kyrascope Toy Reviews
KYRA KANOJIA, 8, Noida
11,000 subscribers
anish Kanojia, 42, a creative
director at a tech company, knew
his daughter Kyra (below) loved
playing with toys, like any other
five-year-old. What was amusing
was how she insisted on taking them apart
and re-assembling them first. “She said it
was because she’d seen other kids re-assembling their toys on YouTube,” he says.
“What was interesting was that she
would stop to explain what she was doing
with a patience most kids that age don’t
have,” he says. He asked her if she wanted
to feature in a YouTube channel and
started Kyrascope Toy Reviews in 2016.
From unboxing videos, to videos on assembling augmented-reality
toys, Kyra has
uploaded around
150 videos in the
last two and half
years.
“I’m called the toy
expert among my
friends,” she says,
grinning. “Every time
someone wants a new
toy, they ask me if it’s
worth buying and that
feels really nice.”
Kyra has also received a

M

note of appreciation from her school for
her entrepreneurial efforts.
“Our weekly shooting sessions are also
father-daughter bonding time,” says Manish. “The best part about her being a child
toy reviewer is that it shows me she can’t
be dishonest. Her displeasure just shows
on her face.” If a toy isn’t fun, if it is too
tough or too easy, she loses interest and
will be visibly upset.
Initially, viewers would criticise her
English pronunciation.
“I would respond saying she is after all
only a child,” her father says. The most
worrisome thing was when someone in
school told her that being famous meant
that she may get kidnapped. Her parents
had to explain that nothing of the sort
would happen. “These are things you need
to brace a kid for,” Manish says.

TINTCONDITION INDIA’S TOP STAINED-GLASS RESTORER, ON FIXING PANES, SHATTERING MYTHS
THE WOMAN IN THE WINDOW
Rachel Lopez
n

rachel.lopez@htlive.com

wati Chandgadkar doesn’t just see
the world through rose-tinted glass.
She sees it through rose, turquoise,
amber, emerald and violet-tinted
glass, all delicately hand-tinted in
England, shipped here more than 100
years ago.
The stained-glass restorer and her team
make up The Glass Studio, which has been
working in this field for
f over 20
years but is virtually
unknown outside herritage-management cirrcles. Their handiwork,
though, is hard to
miss. Much of it is in
Mumbai, Chennai
and Goa. And no,
not all of it is in
churches.
Chandgadkar, 62,
has helped restore
stained glass at the University of Mumbai, th
he
city’s Keneseth Eliya
ahoo
synagogue and Jama
a Masjid.

S

She counts a yacht club and museum
among her clients. And she’s worked on
churches in Goa, Chennai and Singapore.
Not a bad haul for a woman who’d been
teaching English literature for 13 years
before discovering, in 1995, at a course in
stained-glass conservation in the US, that
she’d rather work with classics of a different sort.

COLOUR SHIFT
Chandgadkar’s switch could not have been
etter timed. By
y the mid-1990s, India
as just wa
aking up to the idea of
ecialised heritage consertion
n. There was a move
ay from painting over
rreplacing damaged
cchitectural detail,
nd a need for experts
ho understood origial materials and techques. “India’s major
iies have an ensemble
Neo-Gothic architecN
re, to which stainedss iss intrinsic,” Chandkar sa
ays. So there was
ty of work
k to be done.

Restoration is hard
enough with architecture; masons, sculptors
and ironsmiths have to
be re-trained. With
glass, it’s even more difficult. Much of our heritage stained glass came
from renowned artists
and studios in England. No one here knew
how to deal with a split,
fading colours or thinning panes.
The job requires a
delicate hand in more
ways than one. “It’s
not just coloured glass
patched together,”
Chandgadkar says. Nor is it just slapped
on with paint. The tints are created when
the glass itself is fired into being. “Making
stained glass is labour-intensive and the
raw materials are expensive,” she says.
“Conserving it is equally costly and
requires a different skill-set.”
Keep in mind that stained glass wasn’t
meant for the tropics. Most Western cathedral glass (even the Notre Dame’s famous

kar’s meticulous but innovative approach.
“The main panels, 25 ft tall, had bulged at
the base from their own weight,” he says.
“Swati used aluminium casing to create a
robust frame an inch behind, reinforced
with polycarbonate. Anyone else would
have just removed the original panes or
fused the bits with slapdash copper foil.”

GOING CLEAR

rose panels, which survived last week’s
fire) are exposed to little heat and humidity
through the course of a normal year.
So Chandgadkar had to get creative.
Tints and materials are refrigerated; her
team works fast, while they’re still cool.
Conservation architect David Cardoz,
who oversaw the restoration of Byculla’s
Gloria church last year, recalls Chandgad-

When it comes to stained glass, misconceptions persist. “One is that stained-glass
windows are tall and meant for large spaces. I have enjoyed creating partitions,
screens and window dressings in homes
and stores,” Chandgadkar says.
The large-format panes do have epic stories to tell. Look closely and designs will
reveal their context. The stained glass in
Mumbai’s old churches, for instance, feature people dressed in kurtas, chappals
and jodhpurs in the Nativity scenes.
Chandgadkar especially likes the story
behind a panel at the St Thomas Cathedral.
They say when the glass arrived in India
by ship, the face of St Thomas had been
damaged. The cathedral asked the studio
in England to replace it. Henry Holiday,
the designer, wasn’t thrilled about the
extra work. “He painted his own face on
instead. So what we see now is Henry Holiday’s face with a not-so-pleasant, rather
disquieting expression for a saint!”
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Stained-glass
windows at the
Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj
terminus in
Mumbai.
(Inset) A glass
panel at the
University of
Mumbai’s
convocation
hall. HT PHOTOS:
PRATIK CHORGE
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past&present
RAMACHANDRA GUHA

POLLS IN 1952 AND 2019:
NOT MUCH DIFFERENCE
was recently in the archives in New Delhi,
where I came across an intriguing report
on the first General Elections, held in 195152. It was written by Kamalnayan Bajaj,
whose father, Jamnalal Bajaj, was a great
patriot and philanthropist and a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi’s. Kamalnayan
himself was a successful entrepreneur
with close ties to the Congress party. He
had been nominated by the Congress to
fight a Lok Sabha seat in Sikar, Rajasthan. He
lost his election to a candidate from the Ram
Rajya Parishad, and afterwards wrote an eight
page note for internal circulation within the party. It was entitled “My experience of the General
Elections and certain irregularities connected
with it in Rajasthan”, and it makes for instructive reading today, some 67 years after it was
written.
Kamalnayan Bajaj began his account by highlighting the “rivalry in the Congress Organisation between the two groups headed by Hiralalji
on the one side, and Varmaji and Vyasji on the
other.” As he wrote, in some exasperation, the
leaders of these rival groups within the Congress “demanded personal loyalty from the
workers. Loyalty to the Organisation got second
place. In consequence of this some of the really
good workers were shoved to the background
and persons of questionable character without
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any service to their credit came to the forefront.
Mutual bickerings and petty quarrels took most
of the time and energy of the leaders. Consequently the Organisation suffered and could not
remain as an effective link between the Government and the people. Even the good and beneficial enactments of the Government were to
some extent ineffective, inasmuch as the Congress failed to explain to the masses the proper
effects of such legislation.” The Congress in
Rajasthan faced a challenge from within, with
rival factions led by leaders who worked for personal rather than party interest. And it faced a
challenge from without, in particular from the
right-wing Ram Rajya Parishad, which was particularly close to, and funded by, the feudal elite
of Rajasthan. Thus Kamalnayan Bajaj wrote of
what he termed the “misleading and false propaganda carried on” by the Ram Rajya Parishad,
whose leaders “openly said that a vote given to
the Congress would be tantamount to slaughtering a thousand cows and that a vote to the Ram
Raj [Parishad] would bring them Punya of looking after a thousand cows”.
Kamalnayan Bajaj then came to the less-thanlegitimate means used to garner votes. Thus he
wrote: “Money was freely distributed particularly amongst Brahmins so that they may vote
for the Ram Raj. Sweets were also distributed
amongst the children for crying Ram Raj slo-
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With EVMs in place, it is no longer so easy to manipulate ballots and ballot boxes

gans. Ram Raj workers had offered money even
to Harijans but at some places the latter spurned
the offer and said that their votes would go to the
Congress.”
In his report, Kamalnayan Bajaj also spoke of
the electoral process being contaminated by violence. “At many booths,” he wrote, “Ram Raj
workers with lathis and naked swords in their
hands went round openly telling the people to
proceed to the booths only if they wanted to vote
for the Ram Raj, otherwise they asked them to go
back. … [T]he Ram Raj workers threatened the
poor and ignorant voters to make it impossible
for them to live their normal life. In spite of this,
however, the general feeling that Congress was
likely to eventually come to power prevailed and
this was to some extent responsible for the Con-

sundaysentiments
KARAN THAPAR

IS THE EC GOING SOFT
ON NARENDRA MODI?
he Election Commission (EC)
has come in for extensive criticism. It’s been accused of either
not responding promptly to
breaches of the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC) or of not doing so adequately. Some believe it has noticeably slipped from the acme established
by former chief election commissioner TN Seshan in the 1990s. What I find
particularly disturbing is the EC’s
weakness in responding to the prime
minister’s own alleged breaches of the
MCC and, even, the law.
However, let me at the outset
acknowledge the Commission did
take a strong stand on the biopic and
on NaMo TV. I only wish it had done
this in other areas which are more
directly connected to Narendra Modi
himself.
Let’s first come to the prime minister’s speeches. In Latur, on April 9, he
called on people to dedicate their vote

T

to the soldiers behind the Balakot airstrike and to the martyrs of Pulwama.
In doing so, he directly defied the EC’s
letter of March 9, warning political
parties against politicising the armed
forces. At Wardha, on April 1, he
asked the audience not to forgive the
Congress for insulting Hindus by
coining the term Hindu terror. This
breached both Section 1 of the MCC
and Section 123 of The Representation
of People’s Act. These speeches are 20
and 11 days old. Although the EC has
called for details, it’s taken no action.
The question is why not? In the middle of an election campaign, such a
lengthy lapse of time is hardly excusable. When it concerns an alleged
breach by the prime minister (PM), a
prompt and clear decision is required.
If it appears the PM is being allowed to
get away, that can only damage the
EC’s credibility.
A second issue is that NaMo TV

THE SILENT MAJORITY OF
TECHNOLOGICAL LAGGARDS
EDOARDOCAMPANELLA
PROJECT SYNDICATE
tatistics can hold brutal truths.
We are constantly told that innovation is occurring faster than
ever, yet the data coming out of
the so-called Fourth Industrial
Revolution suggests that it is anything
but revolutionary. Among advanced
economies, productivity growth is the
slowest it’s been in 50 years.
This “productivity paradox” is
often attributed to measurement
problems or lags following the adoption of disruptive technologies. But
another possible explanation is that
public debates about technological
trends tend to be dominated by the
companies and entrepreneurs that
are shaping them. The voices of the
vast majority of companies that are
struggling to keep up with technological change (or actively resisting it) are
going unheard.
Acknowledging this underrepresented perspective is essential to
understanding why the digital revolution isn’t showing up in the data, and
why it may yet stall. For all of their
purchase on the public imagination,

S

artificial intelligence (AI), machine
learning, Big Data, and humanoid
robots fall within the remit of only a
handful of firms. The attention these
technologies receive is wildly disproportionate to the scale of their development and adoption.
The dynamic is easy to discern.
Journalists chase juicy stories. Investors seek attractive returns. Consumers try to anticipate the next technological fad. Social networks, global
media, and international conferences
amplify the voices of disruptors who
have an interest in inflating their own
prospects. And as the information cascades, the ranks of believers grow.
The rumour becomes the rule.
Consider the World Economic
Forum’s (WEF) latest annual report
on emerging labour-market trends,
which is based on a survey of large,
multinational corporations. It contends that by 2022, a substantial
increase in investments in machine
learning, data analytics, new materials, and quantum computing will
boost demand for data scientists, AI
specialists, and robotics engineers, to
the detriment of existing professions.
The problem is that the WEF’s population sample is hardly representa-
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Given his position, the PM’s lapses are
PTI
of greater significance

broadcast the PM’s speeches during
the 48-hour period immediately prior
to the first and second days of voting.
Section 126 of The Representation of
People’s Act explicitly prohibits the
broadcast of “any matter intended or
calculated to influence or affect the
result of an election”. Modi’s campaign speeches clearly fall into that
category. Equally importantly, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) accepts
“NaMo TV is a feature of the NaMo
app”. And the app, it appears, is

WE STILL DO NOT SEE THE
COMPUTER AGE IN THE
PRODUCTIVITY STATISTICS.
WHY SHOULD ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE BE ANY
DIFFERENT?
tive of the real economy. Across Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) countries,
firms employing more than 250 workers account for just 7% of all active
firms and employ less than 40% of the
workforce. And while the authors of
the report acknowledge this bias,
their conclusions still amount to dangerous generalisations. Their jobs of
the future have nothing to do with the
immediate employment needs of the
vast majority of small- and mediumsize enterprises that are still operating within the framework of the Third
Industrial Revolution.
Similarly, an OECD study finds that
the labour productivity gap between
firms at the technological frontier and
all other firms has been widening
sharply over the last decade. Many of
the advanced technologies one hears
so much about in the media remain
unexploited by a non-trivial share of
companies, which suggests that we
have a long wait before even the most
revolutionary innovations start driving gross domestic product (GDP).

thisweekthatera
atera
PICTURE OF
THE WEEK
APRIL 22: Test cricketers
Bishen Singh Bedi and
E A S Prasanna who
received the Padma Shreee
awards from President V V
Giri seen with their wivees
at Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Tuesday

gress securing some votes even in areas dominated by the Jagirdars.”
Kamalnayan Bajaj suggested that the police
were partial towards the landed elites of Rajasthan. As he put it: “During the election it is my
impression that a section of the Police including
Officers was indirectly co-operating with the
Jagirdar element in creating an atmosphere of
threat and panic.” He also alluded to the presence of rigging, writing: “I have strong suspicion
that ballot boxes have been tampered with and
votes from the Congress and the Kisan Sabha
boxes have been manipulated.”
Kamalnayan Bajaj was writing about the first
General Elections held in India on the basis of
universal adult franchise. The elections now
underway are the 17th such exercise. Yet,

owned by Narendra Modi. That points
the finger at the PM. But again, as far
as I can tell, the EC hasn’t acted. Why?
Third, Scroll.in has revealed that
NITI Aayog asked bureaucrats in constituencies the PM was scheduled to
campaign in to send local inputs to the
PM office. Such inputs were received
from Wardha, Gondia and Latur
shortly before Modi campaigned
there. Doesn’t this sound like a breach
of the MCC, which says: “Ministers …
shall not … make use of official
machinery or personnel during the
electioneering work”? But again, as
far as I can tell, the EC hasn’t acted.
And, again, I ask why?
Whilst it’s true that during an election campaign the PM is just another
candidate, it’s also undeniable that as
PM he has a position and importance
quite distinct from any other person.
This means his lapses are of greater
significance. They cannot be ignored
or responded to in a dilatory fashion.
Of course, he must not be treated
unfairly but the response has to be
fast, if not faster, than other cases.
Isn’t it odd the EC has acted against
Yogi Adityanath and Mayawati,
whose lapses occurred on the April 7
and April 9 respectively, but is silent
about Modi’s, though the incidents
happened earlier?
Karan Thapar is the author of
Devil’s Advocate: The Untold Story
The views expressed are personal

It has been said that general-purpose technologies like electricity and
the personal computer (PC) tend to
boost productivity not immediately,
but around 25 years after their inception. Yet it has now been 32 years since
the Nobel laureate economist Robert
Solow observed that, “You can see the
computer age everywhere but in productivity statistics,” and we still do
not see the computer age in the productivity statistics. Why should AI be
any different from the PC in this
respect?
Ignoring the perspective of technological laggards can have far-reaching
policy implications, especially if techno-boosterism (or alarmism) diverts
attention from pressing problems facing education systems and labour
markets in the here and now. If governments start allocating more
resources to train the high-skilled
professional elite of tomorrow, they
could foster even deeper inequality
today.
A sustainable technological transformation requires widely shared
benefits, which means that helping
the laggards adapt is just as important
as enabling the innovators to thrive.
The voices of the disrupted must be
heard.
Edoardo Campanella is a Future of the World
Fellow at the Center for the Governance of Change
at IE University in Madrid
The views expressed are personal
Project Syndicate
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DAY IN DECADE

WORLD

APRIL 27: Delhi and the adjoining
states of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Punjab and Kashmir are
experiencing a severe heat-wave.
An unusual phenomenon in April,
the heat-wave has been caused by
the absence of "western
disturbances".

SAMIR JANA / HT

UAR TROOPS STAGE BIG
RAID ACROSS CANAL
APRIL 27: United Arab Republic
soldiers crossed the Suez Canal and
attacked an "Israeli stronghold
destroying it completely," a military
spokesman said. The statement
said during the surprise attack, the
UAR forces killed "all the enemy
forces defending the stronghold."

despite the passage of time, the increase in the
size of the electorate, and the economic and
social changes that have taken place in the intervening decades, much of what Kamalnayan
Bajaj observed in 1952 remains relevant to what
we are witnessing in 2019. In several states the
Congress party remains riven with factionalism, with individual leaders seeking to maximise their own personal influence rather than of
the party to which they belong. Again, rightwing parties continue to spread false propaganda about the Congress and its leaders, tendentiously portraying them as “anti-Hindu”,
although this now take the form of WhatsApp
forwards rather than oral rumours. The role of
money and money power in elections, meanwhile, has dramatically increased. On the other
hand, one area in which there has been progress
rather than regress is in the counting of votes.
With electronic voting machines (EVMs) in
place, it is no longer so easy to manipulate ballots and ballot boxes.
There is an old French saying, which may be
translated into English as follows: “The more
things change, the more they stay the same.”
This is validated by one last remark that I shall
quote from Kamalnayan Bajaj’s report of 1952.
This reads: “The people in general were very bitter about the corruption prevailing in Government quarters.”
Postscript: For the next General Elections, in
1957, Kamalnayan Bajaj shifted from Sikar to
Wardha, and won. He thus himself exemplified
another running theme in Indian elections,
namely, the search by candidates for a safe seat.
Ramachandra Guha is the author of
Gandhi: The Years That Changed The World.
The views expressed are personal

PERPETUAL SUBSIDIES
UNDERMINE DIGNITY
MARK
TULLY

ll manifestos in this election contain promises to make India a
more equal place by diverting
funds to those who suffer most
from the current inequality.
While the Congress is promising
~72,000 each year to the 20% of the population who are poor, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is promising ~6,000
a year to small and marginal farm
households (that is, farmers who have
land holdings of up to 2 hectares).
In Odisha, where elections to the
assembly are also taking place, the BJP
is trying to rival Naveen Patnaik’s
existing provision of rice to the poor at
~1 per kg with a commitment to provide 1.5 kg rice with dal and salt free. In
West Bengal, the Trinamool Congress
has pointed out that it already provides
grain at ~2 per kg.
It would be harsh to deny the benefits the poor enjoy from these schemes
but their effectiveness is limited. A
dole, which is what free or heavily subsidised food is, doesn’t help the poor to
earn a decent living, nor does it provide
them with dignity.
The series of loan waivers for farmers demonstrate that they only solve
the problem for the moment. Farmers
still can’t find markets to sell their produce at prices which enable them to
balance their books. While writing a
chapter on farmer’s suicides in a book
17 years ago, I visited the University of
Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad,
where a plant physiologist said:
“Farmers come to us and say, ‘We did
everything you told us to produce
crops, now tell us where to sell them’.
This bitter lesson has only just been
learnt.” But it hasn’t. If it had been
then, distress in the countryside
wouldn’t be an issue this election.
The vice-chancellor of the university blamed governments for farmers
not getting their rewards. “Govern-
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ments are on the side of the consumers
entirely. All they want is cheap food,”
he said.
I would say relying exclusively on
short-term solutions such as debt relief
is another cause. But I would like to
suggest there is a more fundamental
reason for the inequality in India, of
which the need to provide doles and
debt relief is only one sign. This reason
is that India is misled by what is known
as neoclassical economics, which
relies on the market to distribute a
nation’s resources. But markets take
no account of equity. When I was discussing neoclassical economics with
Ramgopal Agarwala, who was once the
head of the economics unit of the World
Bank in China, he said to me: “A selfequilibrating market is nonsense”.
Neoclassical, or market economists,
justify their dominance over economic
thinking by maintaining that their way
is scientific, and using mathematics to
prove it. Ramagopal’s view is endorsed
by the economist, Thomas Piketty,
whose book criticising the dominance
of neoclassical economics caused such
a stir. He said: “This obsession with
mathematics is an easy way of acquiring the appearance of scienticity without having to answer the far more complex questions posed by the world we
live in.”
Ramagopal believes that India has a
lot to learn from China where, as he
puts it, “neoclassical economists were
told to buzz off and the Chinese grew
their economy in their own way”.
According to Ramagopal, with his
experience of China and India, there
are two changes in the latter’s economic policies that could create faster and
more equitable growth. One is relaxing
controls on the fiscal deficit to allow
the government to increase spending
on social and physical infrastructure.
The second is an increase in savings,
including higher taxes, to fund the
infrastructure programmes. India’s
neoclassical economists, who have
dominated policy since the reforms of
the 1990s, will not approve of either. I
have not read of any manifesto which
calls for higher taxation.
The views expressed are personal

sundayletters
WOMEN DON’T NEED QUOTAS TO PROVE THEMSELVES
I would like to congratulate Lalita Panicker for her article “Women must choose
merit over quotas” (Engender: April 14) where she has rightly highlighted the
dominance of women in all spheres of life in today’s India. So, why we are asking for
a 33% quota for women in the Parliament or state assemblies? If women really
come forward with true dedication and sincerity to join politics, then it won’t be a
surprise if the percentage of women parliamentarians crosses 33% in a few years
without any quotas.
SANJAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Don’t panic because of a survey

II

This refers to Karan Thapar’s article
“Understanding the India we’ve created” (April 14). The findings of an
institution like CSDS are disturbing as it
sends us a message that there is a clear
divide between religions and regions.
But whether we need to be so worried
on the basis of a survey with a sample
size of merely 10,000 people in a vast
country like India is something we need
to introspect on. India also has a large
number of fence sitters.

Many people fear that democracy will
be undermined if one party gains too
much prominence. It is obvious that in
a large country like India there will be
differences of opinion that intersect
with regional or demographic fault
lines. In fact, such differences should be
seen positively, for they prevent the
emergence of a hegemonic party.
KARTIK KUMAR, GWALIOR

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA
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‘DESI BREED PUPS THAT SOLD FOR ₹2,000 NOW
GO FOR ₹10,000, BECAUSE OF GROWING DEMAND’

AS HISTORY IS MADE,
A TIME TO REVISIT IT
SPINOFF

SOUMYA BHATTACHARYA
he English Premier League today
sees its most absorbing title race
since 2011-12 enter its final few
weeks. On May 12, we shall have a
winner. Manchester City is aiming to
become the first team to defend the title
since Sir Alex Ferguson’s Manchester
United did so in the 2008-09 season. Liverpool is refusing to give up or go away, its
season ignited by the dream of a first top
flight title since 1989-90. But if it cannot
make it in the end, Liverpool will become
the team to have finished second with
more points than many champions in the
Premier League era.
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Elsewhere, another exciting race is
afoot in the league: the sprint for the third
and fourth places. Tottenham Hotspur, led
by Mauricio Pochettino, the most feted
manager to have never won a trophy, led
this particular race for most of the season.
But at the moment, all the bets are off.
Arsenal, Chelsea and Manchester United,
all with new managers, make up the rest of
the field in this sprint to the finish.
Come end of the season, two of those
four teams will be denied a place in the top
four, and, therefore, Champions League
football. You could barely insert a cigarette paper between the sides in this contest. Not for years has this particular fight
been so frenzied. So much can change in so
little time.
Of the other big leagues in Europe, only
the German league has some interest left
in it although the inevitable — Bayern
Munich winning — seems to be forthcoming. Juventus has sewn up the Italian
league. For the eighth time in the past 11
seasons, Barcelona’s hold on the Spanish
title is assured. In comparison, the English

THE STORY OF THE PREMIER
LEAGUE IS A FASCINATING TALE OF
THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE
ENGLISH TOP FLIGHT, OF HOW IT
WENT FROM BEING “A SLUM
SPORT PLAYED IN SLUM
STADIUMS” TO ONE AWASH IN
MASSIVE SUMS OF MONEY, A
GLOBALISED TV SPECTACLE

Premier League remains a cauldron.
Anything, really, is possible in the three
weeks ahead.
Your ideal companion as you immerse
yourself in the taut, enthralling final
stretch of the campaign should be just as
absorbing a book: Michael Cox’s The
Mixer: The Story of Premier League Tactics, from Route One to False Nines. I don’t
know what the publishers were after with
that subtitle. It is plain misleading. The
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Mohamed Salah
(centre) after
scoring Liverpool’s second
goal against
Chelsea on April
14. The English
Premier League
is in for a
frenzied finish.

Mixer does delve into tactics. But it is
really the story of the Premier League, the
fascinating tale of the transformation of
the English top flight, of how it went from
being, as the Sunday Times once put it, “a
slum sport played in slum stadiums,
increasingly watched by slum people” to
what it is today: awash in obscene sums of
money, a cosmopolitan, globalised TV
spectacle with a worldwide following.
The book derives its title from the
English predilection, in the pre-Premier
League era, for defenders to “put it in the
mixer”, that is, to hit long balls upfield targeted at a brawny striker hovering near
the opposition’s penalty area (also known
as Route One). How things have changed.
Cox traces the change in tactics (both the

how and the why of it), talks about various
formations, the ball playing defender,
inverted wingers and false nines, but
nowhere does he sound dry or pedantic.
This is because he sees all this through
the prism of characters and personalities.
The Mixer is particularly good when it
deals with the men whose transformative
influences made the Premier League what
it is today. We read about the impact of
managers such as Sir Alex Ferguson,
Arsene Wenger, Jose Mourinho. We learn
about the imprint players such as Eric
Cantona, Thierry Henry, Wayne Rooney,
Rio Ferdinand or Denis Bergkamp left on
the league. We revel in the monumental
achievements of teams that defined and
brought something unprecedented into
the league such as Arsenal’s Invincibles of
2003-04, Manchester United’s treble winners of 1998-99 or Claudio Ranieri’s Leicester City, title winners in 2015-16, overcoming 1000-1 odds. The book most comes alive
when dealing with these tropes, and in
relating them to the overall expansion in
allure of the Premier League.
The Mixer was first published in 2017 to
mark the 25th anniversary of the beginning of the Premier League. Two years on,
at the closing stages of one of the best and
tightest seasons in the league’s history, it
remains an entertaining, compelling read.
Spinoff appears every fortnight

MUTT ADO ABOUT DESI DOGS

WHO’S A
GOOD BOY?

Local breeds that have been getting
popular over the last few years

MUDHOL HOUND
5,000 a
pup in 2017. Now
15,000. Often
pitched to buyers who
want foreign show dogs
like Salukis, which cost
30,000 to

It might just be a native
breed you’ve never heard of.
Indigenous dogs are finding
favour and homes across India

50,000

Features: Long and narrow head, large
eyes, piercing gaze, broad between the
ears, tapering muzzle
Origin: Bagalkot, Karnataka
Temperament: Devoted and gentle,
making it a good family dog
Interesting feature: Strong
immune system and adaptability to hot climates

a pup

PASHMI
HOUND

anesha.george@hindustantimes.com

n 2017, when Srinidhi Rao wanted a
pet, someone suggested a Mudhol
Hound. The breed is native to
south India and commonly a pet or
a hunting animal. “I was apprehensive,” recalls the 29-year-old
civil engineer. “I’d never heard
about the breed. I assumed that a
hound would be ferocious.”
But fawn-coloured Robo, now two,
is handsome, tall as a goat and about as
benign. He’s a beloved member of the family and has a fan following in the children
at their housing complex in Mysuru. “He is
so big, but acts like any other dog. He
craves attention and crawls into our laps
to sleep,” says Rao.
More Indians are warming up to the idea
of adopting a native breed pet dog instead
of popular foreign breeds like Labrador
Retrievers, German Shepherds and Siberian Huskies.
Coimbatore’s VS Ravi, president of
Native Dog Breeds Speciality Club (affiliated to the Kennel Club of India), says
demand for local breeds has risen in the
last couple of years. “Pups that sold for
₹2,000 to ₹5,000 are now sold for ₹10,000 to
₹15,000, because of demand,” he says.
“Word of mouth and social media have
given them a big boost.”
If a native dog’s looks were previously a
deterrent for potential pup seekers, those
very features are now the game-changer.
“The Rajapalayam, with its milky white
fur and pink snout, is the most popular,”
says S Ramanathan, secretary of the Madurai Canine Club. “But most people are
realising that having a healthy dog that is
more acclimatised to Indian weather is
better than one with a furry coat.”
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50,000

Features: Tall,
slender and feathered,
small head and long furry ears
Origins: Probably descended
from Afghan Hounds brought by
the Pathans who settled in the
Deccan plateau. Now found in
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh
Temperament: Usually gentle, but
sometimes spirited. It makes a
good guard dog

Anesha George
n

5,000 a pup in
2017. Now 20,000.
Often compared to foreign
show dogs like Salukis,
which cost 30,000 to
a pup

RAJAPALAYAM

5,000 a pup in
2017. Now 25,000.
Often compared to
foreign show dogs like
Whippets, which cost
40,000 a pup

Features: Milky white coat, characteristic
pink nose
Origin: Rajapalayam, Tamil Nadu
Temperament: It is loyal, loves company and
may develop separation anxiety

Interesting feature:
Phenomenal speed, stamina
and endurance in running

PHOTOS: SATISH
ARUL PRAKASAM

Interesting feature: A keen ability to
differentiate between friend and threat.
Used as hunting dogs in the Nayak dynasty
between the 16th and 18th century

KOMBAI
Features: Small, stocky and muscular
Origin: Kombai, Tamil Nadu

CHIPPIPARAI HOUND
Features: Dome-shaped head,
large black snout, long
bony body, tail that
curls like the
handle of an
umbrella
Origin: The
Chippiparai region in
Virudhunagar district,
Tamil Nadu

Temperament: Very energetic, slightly
aggressive

2,000 to
5,000 a pup in 2017.
Now 15,000. Breeders

Interesting feature: One of the
bravest breeds. Rumoured to be strong
enough to kill a bear

market it as an alternative to
foreign show dogs like
Afghan Hounds, which cost
75,000 to a lakh a pup

5,000 a pup
in 2017. Now

15,000. Often seen as
an alternative to foreign
dogs like Bull Terriers,
which cost 40,000 a
pup

Temperament: Known
to be dedicated to one
human being for all of
its life
Interesting feature:
270-degree vision,
with extremely keen
eyesight
PHOTO: KARTHIK DAVEY

CREPESTOCURRIES THE FORMER COLONY IS LOSING ITS UNIQUE CUISINE TO A GLOBALISING INDIA
NEW MENUS IN PONDICHERRY
Poulomi Banerjee
n

poulomi.banerjee@htlive.com

n February, Twinkle Gupta, a baker
based in Puducherry, hosted a food
walk as part of the Union Territory
(UT)’s annual heritage festival. Highlights included egg dosa served with
meat and fish gravies; mutton samosas
and nalli soup; idiyappam and paya.
What the walk did not include, was a
sample of what is commonly known as
Pondicherry cuisine, “simply because it is
rarely served in restaurants,” says Gupta.

I

FUSION FOOD
An erstwhile French colony, the cuisine of
Puducherry – like much of its architecture
– bears the imprint of its colonial past.
“Even today, the dosas I make at home are
more like crepes, with cheese and meat in
them instead of masala,” says Bitasta
Samantaray, one of the organisers of the

Pondicherry Heritage Festival.
There was also a South-East Asian,
especially Vietnamese, influence on the
food here. “What was then known as IndoChina was also a French colony. And many
from Pondicherry who got government
jobs were posted there. Some of them came
back with Vietnamese wives,” says Gupta.
And thus chaiyos – a kind of Vietnamese
spring roll, made from rice flour –
appeared in restaurants in Pondicherry.
What is known as Pondicherry cuisine
is the result of a mingling of flavours.
“These were dishes cooked mainly in Catholic Franco-Indian homes – locals who had
converted to Christianity, had travelled
abroad and were more open to the French
influence,” says Lourdes ThirouvanziamLouis, of Tamil and Vietnamese heritage,
who has compiled many of these recipes in
her book, Pondicherry Kitchen. “Pondicherry cuisine is a variant of Tamil food,
refined by French influence. The use of

spice is much less, because of the French
influence. So you get the flavour, but not
the heat of the spice,” she explains.
One of the signature spices used in this
cuisine is vadavam, says Anita De Canaga,
whose mother Pushpa hosts guests for prebooked meals at home. “It is believed
vadavam originated in Pondicherry and

n

Croissants and
baguettes are
still around, but
a lot of places
sell burgers and
pizzas instead.
BIPLOV BHUYAN / HT

was picked up by the French. The key
ingredients are shallots, mustard seeds,
cumin, garlic, turmeric, asafoetida, white
dal and sesame oil,” Anita says.
Other common ingredients in this cuisine, says Louis, are coconut milk and
badam. Dishes include prawn mustard
curry, aubergine caviar and mutton sambar. And a vindaloo very different from the
Goan equivalent. Prawn Malay Curry is a
dish with a South-East Asian influence.While some restaurants like the one
at Le Dupleix hotel have a few Pondicherry
fusion dishes on their menu, anyone who
has enjoyed a home meal will know,the
taste is vastly different.
Unfortunately, many of these dishes are
now disappearing even from home kitchens. “One reason is that the younger generation doesn’t have time to cook,” says
Anita. The other, adds Louis, is that many
families who chose to retain French citizenship when Pondicherry became a part
of India in 1954, have migrated abroad.
“My book is very popular among this community,” says Louis, whose daughter is
also settled in France.

EATING OUT
The food served at restaurants has also
changed. “Till the early ’80s, there were
Vietnamese restaurants in Pondicherry.
Authentic French food was also easily
available,” says Anita. Today, Paris Restaurant is one of only a few still selling
chaiyos, along with a mix of European and
Indian dishes.
Given the number of French tourists
and nationals still working here, there are
still some French dishes available at a few
restaurants – crepes and more at Café Des
Arts, a selection of French dishes and desserts at The Promenade and Villa Shanti, a
few Creole and French ones at the restaurant of the hotel Dune De L’Orient.
Baker Street is packed with French visitors picking up baguettes and other kinds
of breads, or sitting down to enjoy a croissant and coffee. “But there’s nowhere that
I can get a good ratatouille,” says Anita.
Walking down the streets of Puducherry
today, what’s more visible are signs for
burgers and wood-fired pizzas, common to
all Indian towns, as a Western alternative
to traditional Indian fare.
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CLASSIFIEDS
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

>> 0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

8872502111

GROOMS WANTED
AGARWAL

KHATRI
PQM4 SMART/FAIR Punjabi
Khatri Girl/Sep.84/5'-2" Edu. B.Com,
CS,CMA,CA(Inter).Running her own
office/Firm at Delhi.Preff.CA/MBA/CS/Medico/Govt.Emp. 7087448888.

WANTED A professional/ Business
class match from Chandigarh for a
convent educated girl, 29 years,
Postgraduate, Teacher, 5'-4",
Beautiful, well reputed Arora Khatri
family. Contact: 9814031693.

SUITABLE MATCH for Beautiful PB

Girl July 80/5'3", PGDBA/ Eco. (Hons.)
Delhi MNC/12.3 LPA/ Working as a
Lead Manager. Contact: 9818705550
Email: bwalia1@ymail.com

NCR WORKING boy for Bhasin
Khatri Non-Manglik M.Com (Hons.),
working MNC big four, 30.03.1993,
8:13 p.m. Chandigarh. Whatsapp:
7589293497.

PQM 4 V.Bful 5'7", B.Tech, MBA NCR
based Punjabi, Non Manglik girl,
23.08.89/Ghaziabad, Wrkg with
BIG4 MNC Gurgaon (17LPA), Whatsapps- 9811241043, 9873816309

KHATRI SIKH March 90 born, very

beautiful, slim, 5 feet, smart MBA girl.
Looks very young, working MNC in
Gugaon. Belongs to reputed South
Delhi based family. Father ex-Army
now senior bureaucrat in Govt. and
mother teacher in Modern School,
Vasant Vihar, N.D. Looking for settled
professional/business handsome boy,
caste no bar. Contact : 9711865969

PQM4 PB Khatri Homely Girl 5'2"/ 311-88/ 7:25 am/ Durg, Chattisgarh,
GNIIT, BSc(IT), Caste no bar. S.Delhi
based. W'app/Cont: 9811613259,
Email: pkm3891@gmail.com

PQM 4 PB B'ful fair slim veg girl,5'4"/

28.11.89, 3.35 am, Panchkula
(Haryana), 5'4", B.Tech, Wkg
MNC Gurgaon, 8.5 Lpa. Call
9888914409, 9463562549

4.9.91,B.Tech,Wkg in MNC as Sr. S/W
Engr.11.72Lpa,khatri hormone Prblm
Del bsd fmly.Prfrs Ttlr IT/Govt. Serv.
well stld C'ltrd dcnt boy 9810371889

BRAHMIN
wheatish slim 27/ 5'4"/ 1992/ MBA
12 Lacs, Parent Govt. Employee.
respectable family. M: 9717822344.
Email: scbd1965@yahoo.co.in

.A WELL established family inviting

proposal for their b'ful, cultured,very
fair, highly qualified daughter (1983
born).Seeks a well Edu. boy form a
business fmly or a prof.# 9810405553

ALLIANCE INVITED from well
stld broad minded, Engr/ MBA/ IT/
Doctor/ B’nessman from affluent,
Edu fmly with cosmopolitan values
for b’ful, smart, post grad girl, upper
middle class, Edu. fmly (father bengali, mother kashmiri Pandit), 27yr/
163cm/7.8 lakhs PA Sr. Mgr in
Gurgaon. Caste no bar. Em:
sna92.2019@gmail.com

WANTED GROOM for Kaushik
Brahmin girl, 21/01/1990,12:28 pm,
5' 2.5"/Meerut. Bachelor from Delhi
Uni., M.A., M.Phil. Ph.D.(JNU Delhi).
Taking remedial Classes in Delhi Uni.
as guest lecturer & B.Ed College.
Preferably professor, Govt. Officer
or working professional. Contact9412204111, 9837423008

GAUR BRAHMIN Parents seeking
match for 27/5'-4" Fair, Slim,
Beautiful daughter Software Engg.
in MNC. Contact (M)-8979313901,
7060021120

Aircraft Engg, MBA, Wkg in Airlines at
GGN, Looking for Suitable Salary class
boy. Mob-9313903492 / 9999412435,
Email : mekamal.gupta@gmail.com

Readers are advised to make appropriate thorough enquiries before
acting upon any adver tisement. This newspaper does not vouch or sub-

scribe to the claims and representations made by advertisers regarding
particulars of status, age income of the bride/bridgegroom

SM 4 fair b'ful Jain Ans Mglk girl 5'2"/
6.9.84/10:19 PM/ Meerut, M.Sc (DU),
wkg Noida 8.77 LPA, Edu. Middle cls
fmly/ Pref. from NCR. # 8126653812
Em: prabodhkumarjain@gmail.com

PQM FOR Beautiful V.Fair girl, MBA,

Wrkng Noida, Goel NM, 5ft/ 05-03-89.
Father Retd. AGM PSU. Status family.
Cont : 9810979021, Email:
pkgupta22155@gmail.com

BISA AGARWAL
SPM4 PROGRESSIVE Garg (NM)
girl 5'4''/27.5.91/ 5:17 AM
/B.Tech/MBA / wkg HSBC(GGN)
/Business Family of NCR/ Email:
a.gupta86@hotmail.com

GURGAON BASED
REPUTED

AMERICAN CITIZEN Khatri girl,

SM4 B'FUL, Fair, 5'3" Punjabi girl

5'3" divorcee (daughter 11yrs) highly
qualified, managment cadre job in
US. Caste no bar # 9899373333
E:manjeet_bajwa@hotmail.com.

Pretty, Slim girl MA, B.Ed wkg as
Eng Teacher in Rptd School 5'2"/
23.3.90/7:27pm/Delhi PB KH fmly,
vijay.gujral1960@gmail.com

SM 4 b'ful Non Mglk Arora girl 5'6"/
PQM 4 fair beautiful Arora Girl,

25.03.1980,5'3, M.Com, MBA,LLB
WKNG as DIR. COMM. IN A REPTD
ComE-shri_ganesh@yahoo.com,
09910502618 NCR,South delhi prfd.

27.5.89/4.25 am/90 Kg/ Delhi, Conv.
Edu. BE Sr. S/w Engr in Ggn. 9 LPA.
Seeks PQ/b'ness boy. # 9811390091.
Email: gogiareeta@gmail.com

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri Suri,Beautiful girl

PQM FOR MBA, Smart, Fair Punjabi

Khatri Girl (5'5") DOB 02.06.1988 /
9.20 PM/ Jaipur based in Delhi as HR
Regional Manager in MNC. Ph: 9829184280, mr.dinesh008@gmail.com

Doctor Psychiatrist Girl Oct'87/5'3" of
High status Punjabi Business family.
Contact: 8126279566, Email:
mrsneelamsoni@gmail.com

NRI/ WILLING to sttle Canada for
Canadian PR Prof qlfd Pb Khatri
girl Sep. '89/5'1". Girl visiting Delhi
soon. 9818180507, 9811389666.
Email: chander_2247@yahoo.com

SM FOR well educated 86 born
5'3" Rajput girl Masters in
Software Engineering in US.
Email: jetandersapra@gmail.com
What's app +12124707175

SAXENA APR 88/5'2"/M.A, M Phil,
Phd (Pur.)Asst Lect. D.U.Seeks profil.
Qlfd/ Govt./MNC wrkg Kayastha boy
pref Delhi NCR. send BHP #9871445265, Em: s.k.saxena747@gmail.com

Khatri NM Girl 19.6.82/ 6:00pm/ 5'6"
Delhi Wkg. as Exec. Manager in MNC
GGN. Pkg. 30Lac. # 9818767656,
Email:matrimatch1906@gmail.com

PQM 4 PB Khatri Fair Girl 4.7.88,
4.10PM Delhi 5'2 1/2" MBA (HR)
From SMU. Try for Job. Only non
smoker/drinker # 9650250785,
Email: jcbhalla.3d@rediffmail.com

SM4 MATHUR Manglik b'ful working
girl, Dec 1984/ 5'4", MA (English)
Contact: 9818033746 whatsapp:
8800199628 Email :mmd.mmdvv@gmail.com

PB GRADUATE/ 35, 5'3, I'less /
Div. Wrkg off Asst in Central
Govt on Contract basis. Bro.
Central Govt. Officer. Email:
malra.rakesh@gmail.com

PQM4 NM Well Stld PB Khatri
Delhi b'sd 39/164 Slim, B'ful,
Convent Edu. M.Phil, LLB girl, I'less
(M.Div) Diabetic # 7982424315,
jaiguruji2@yahoo.com

16.2.89, CHD, 7.33 pm. Delhi based
family. Father practising CA. Send
details Em: anjukaicker0@gmail.com,
Contact Mobile: 9810887011

5'6"/ CA Final & Working, Unable to
conceive due to congenital absence of
uterus. Divorcee/Widower accepted
Caste No Bar. Contact 9456211600.

RAMGARHIA
SUITABLE MATCH preferably

SM4 B'FUL Slim Khatri convt Edu.

Girl 25/5'6"/ Asst Prof in DU seeks
Well Edu/wrkg/ND Gursikh boy from
Del based reputed fmly#8587949417
Em:- chawla.blessings@gmail.com

GURSIKH , Qualified,Stld,Businessman boy of status fmly Req. for Very
Fair,Charming,Convented,Graduate
28/5'6" working girl of Businessclass
status family. Contact : 9810286091

Girl 39/ 5'4", Never Married (looks
young), CA, wkg Top Global IT MNC.
Caste no bar. Call: 9717657740
Email: gsrakhra1940@gmail.com

06.06.84/ 00.40hrs/ Delhi, Graduate
in HM, Working MNC, 9 LPA. Father &
Mother Senior Retired Officers from
GOI. Email: kalindi84@gmail.com

PROF QLFD /CA for CA Girl 31yrs,17
Jan 88, 5:19am,5'2" Delhi based, wkg
Big4 MNC 18Lpa, JS ID - ZZXY4215,
Send profile what's up 9999252180
Email - khurana1415@gmail.com

daughter 5'4" April 93 , Graduate &
photography course, world wide
traveled, match from status business
family & Abroad (Coordinator
pls excuse) Contact. 8383955335
Email: harrypanesar61@gmail.com

girl 36/ 155 M.Sc. Chem. M.Ed.
M.Phil doing PhD Chem. Email:
drblg876@yahoo.com

EDUCTD WELL estd bus./industrialist match for MBA, 29yr/5'5",
b'ful smart, cultrd aggarwal girl.
Father industrialist 9362233556
Email: vksingla60@gmail.com

Seeks alliance for daughter, NonManglik, 30 yrs, 5'1", Slim, Good
Looking, Well educated and Cultured.
Caste no bar. Contact : 9871799839
Email: neptunedk9@gmail.com

ARORA

PQM 4 NM B'ful Agrwal CA girl, 36/

5'3" working Gurgaon.Seeks status
Family & Edu Settled boy. Contact:
9810140122 Email:
nikhil1806@gmail.com

S.DEL BSD Punjabi Ar. Bus.Fmly.

Invite Alliance for there B'ful,
Fair,Well edu daughter wrkg in MNC
25/10/1984,Ht. 5'1. Cont: 9818782322,
groverpradeep54@yahoo.com

(INDUSTRIALIST/ SERVICE) Boy

COMPANY SECRETARY, LLB

REQD PROF. Qualified Match for
very fair slim b'ful sharp features
5.2'/27yrs Girl B.Tech Delhi wkg in
MNC, package@40Lpa B’ness family
frm Delhi. Whatsapp 9810109817
Email: docsinghals@ gmail.com

BORN AT Chandigarh 1.55pm / 3 July
89 / 5'4" Convent Educaed,
Commerce Graduate Garg Girl
pursuing Art of Paintings. Seeking
alliance, Caste no bar. Decent
Marriage. Contact : 9876594856

29/5'3" Garg Beautiful Working
Girl. Business Calibre & Smart.
Professional/ NRI Match. Father
Senior Corporate Executive from
IIT based Delhi/ Mumbai. Brother
Engineer from BITS. Good Marriage.
WhatsApp: 93548 32667 Email:
srdynamic07@gmail.com

34/5',presently homely, 3yrs Diploma
in Electronics. Mild depressed as she
wants Caring & Religious boy stld in
Delhi. Call/ Whatsapp : 9999657257

ACADEMICIAN FOR Kapoor, Phd.
Maths, Asst. Prof. Guest Faculty DU,
UGC/ NET, Grad JMC, PG Hansraj,
17.04.88/10:04 am/ND/Manglik 5'6"
9958429444/ E: 3k1155@gmail.com

JAT
S/M REQ for V.b'ful High Status
5'6" Sep 96 Jat Girl. Pref High
status family. Tel: 9871591853
bd3450@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Brahmin
Jul'82/5'2", MCA girl working MNC,
17.8 LPA. Ph No.: 9560272998,
9810074189, 0120- 4262124.
Email: harekrishan2019@gmail.com

SM4 DEC 92 born, 5'2" BCA MCA Self SM 4 Manglik Punjabi fair and
Empl. fair, NM only child, father CA.
Service/businss. class.
M - 9412234725, 9759007346
E-amitcambd@yahoo.co.in

MD(Medicine) Boy. Working as SR,
Belongs to South Delhi based reputed
family of Doctors. Looking for Smart,
Professional Girl, Preferably MD/MS
or CA. E-m: sanadeep10@yahoo.com

Saxena girl 27/170 wrkg MNC GGN
seeks tall well settled PQSM M:
9871138080, 9412998766. Send BHP
at shar4083@gmail.com

Punjabi khatri Hindu, pretty, fair,
slim MD girl, 1986/5'3'', SR premier
Institute. Doctors family. Whatsapp
9646624870

MD/MS/DM/ MCH M4 V.b'ful
brilliant Brahmin girl Veg. 28/ 5'6"
Doing MS Optha Del, Sr.Govt. Doctor
fmly. Delhi/NCR Pref, Whatsapp Bio
& Pic # 9717630527, 9891356668.

REQUIRED MATHUR Medico P.G.
pfr D.M, M.C.H good looking Boy for
a Pretty looking fair Mathur Medico
MD( Pedia) 27 years 5ft 4'. Very
Rptd fmly. 8171904004,
9897247366

Manglik, Own Practice 2 yrs.
Ph.: 9810300291, 9810800291,
Email: meenugdelhi@gmail.com

Boy 23/5'6" BBA from Amity/Singapore/UK/Australia, Highly Qlfd Business fmly,involve in family Business.
Email: kbansal94@gmail.com

ALLIANCE FOR Rajput beautiful &
fair Girl 31/5'7" LL B (5 Yrs) NLU, 26
LPA, US Consulting, Gurgaon, Father
CMD CPSU, Rajput, Bhumihar,
Kayastha, Agrawal welcome. Vinod
Singh, 9650922231,
vksnhpc@yahoo.co.in

beautiful girl 5'2'' 9-11-1981,
MPT, issueless legally divorcee
working as a Manager #
8368471526 / 9873912426

JAT SIKH
REPUTED JAT Sikh Parents Seeking

SM 4 their daughter, Aug'92/ 5'2.5",
MBA(Finance). Working with CitiBank
Seeks well qlfd, clean shaven Jat sikh
boy from status fmly.Ph: 9999261298
Send BHP : davinder01k@gmail.com

12.01.1988, 05:01 PM, Amritsar,

MATCH FOR Hindu Arora boy
10.01.1987, 10:01 pm. Panchkula,
5'-5", B.Com, M.Com, well settled
business. Preferred beautiful
employed girl. 9855103636.

MATCH FOR Khatri boy PR
Australia, 5'-8", 29.02.1988, 02:25
AM, Karnal, B.Tech + M.tech, family
residence in Ludhiana. Status family
required. Boy in India for 2 weeks.
8054608546.

LUDHIANA BASED Hindu, non
manglik boy, 28.12.89, 11.48 PM,
Ludhiana, 5'-11", B.Tech, Teetotaller,
Wholesale cloth trading business,
Mobile: 7529849898.

SM 4 Arora Khatri 1985/5'9",B.Tech
+MBA (FMS Delhi), wkg MNC, 35Lpa,
Parents retd class-1 officer, Stld
Delhi. Caste no bar. # 9971446491
Email: raj.arora54543@gmail.com

SM 4 Khatri, Ansk.Mglk 5'9", 25.10.88/

4:43pm/New Delhi, B.Tech, MBA Wkg
Ggn, 10 Lpa, Army bckgrd. Seeks wkg,
Slim girl Delhi NCR. Cont: 9671124852
Em: karansehgal198850@gmail.com

PQM4 NM Fair & H.Some Boy 5'7" /

31 B.Com & HM Graduate Wrkg As
Manager In MNC 7LPA Own House
Delhi M: 9811856595 / 9999008380

BRAHMIN

Mnglk Rajak Rajput Girl, 30+LPA;
5'6", 8-oct-90, 7:39 AM, Delhi,
#9810476472, #9872433958, JVS
ZTUS4221

GAUR BRAHMIN Handsome
boy Nov. 90, 6ft. B.Tech, MBA (IBS),
wkg. MNC Gurgaon 12 LPA, Educated
Status family, pref. wkg. girl,
9416266270, 9468002747.

GAUR BR. 29, 5'3" B.Tech (Civil)
JE Delhi Govt (Cont) Pref B'ful Girl
Govt/MNC Delhi/NCR well settled
family 9213098652, 9810725868
Email: 16kaushik1962@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Punjabi Saraswat
SUITABLE DELITE match for
Punjabi Manglik B'ful girl
22.6.90/11.09AM/ Delhi 5'1"
MCA non- working. Email:
parmeshwar413@gmail.com

SM 4 Br.Boy fair slim 15-8-90/17:27

Delhi.6ft B-Tech,own business,seeks
beautiful,fair, slim, educated
Girl,caste no bar call/whatsapp
9958541414,smatty.rk@gmail.com

DIVORCEE/WIDOW
SEEKS PQM tall B'ful girl for H'some
5'3" divorcee (daughter 11yrs) highly
qualified, managment cadre job in
US. Caste no bar # 9899373333
E:manjeet_bajwa@hotmail.com.

Divorced Medico, DNB,25LPA,1yrs
son,L'king for a Medico/Profess.
Settled, Groom below 40yrs. Preferred in Delhi -NCR Upper Caste.
Em:janaksinghc1985@gmail.com

girl.DOB 15.2.79 / ht. 5"9" , MBA ,
professional . Father Retired. Mech.
Eng. seeks educated liberal minded
well settled suitable match in early
40's . E -ssmmatharoo@gmail.com
with photo. Caste no bar.

CA Veg. Brahmin Pnjb Boy, 6'2"/ 309-88/5:00 AM , Delhi, Wrkg MNC in
Gurgaon 13LPA. (JS I'd: ZWYU5593).
Ph: 9810715415 WhatsApp

beautiful, fair, 42/ 5'-2" widow.
Preferred well settled businessman
/ CL-1/ Army background. Tricity/
India / Abroad. Caste no bar.
Marriage bureau excuse.
7652834301.

PQM 4 B'ful Girl Div issue with 1 kid
boy 12yrs,14-02-1983/5'5", 05.12 am,
birth-Delhi,Pref no bar,NRI, 25 LPA
Bus &Ser Both Suitable 9818687070
Em: matripunjabi72@gmail.com

6" Divorcee issueless well convent
educated, Self Employed Girl, Caste
no bar. Cont. 9811815993, Email:
hrconsultant1974@gmail.com

SEEKING WELL educated settled
alliance from respectable family
for 39/5'3" working fair educated
cultured girl. Issueless divorcee.
Email: mrawat54@rediffmail.com

COSMOPOLITAN

SUITABLE MATCH for Smart
Manglik Kanyakubjya Brahmin Boy
(29 yrs, 5'8"), Working in HCL,
Lucknow. Contact: 7379120888

GUJARATI BRAHMIN Boy
31/5'7'' B.A LLB Working in Central
PSU in Delhi. 8.40 Lakhs per.annum.
Minor problem left hand. Fully
independent. Contact: 8719005239.

5.7"/ BA (Eng.Lit) PO in Bank at
Lucknow. Reply with biodata & photo.
Email : mushir05@rediff.com

SIKH
teetotaller, 5'9'' from renowned
Business family based in South
Delhi. He is MBA from world's
top B school. Email profile and
photos at sikhmatri13@gmail.com

MATCH FOR a Sikh Khatri boy (Cut
surd) 1987 working as Law Officer
(Chd.) from a business family
staying at Mohali. Whatsapp:
9115678732.

PQM4 SIKH Khatri 07-06-1985,5'9"
Veg TT PSU Bank Mgr in Delhi. South
Delhi based family. Seeks B' ful tall
veg. girl . Caste no bar. Send BDP to
bss457@gmail.com. M-9717523247

B. ENGG.(C.S)Boy working as
Creative Director advertise in MNC
Company.Salary 13lacs p.a.Gurmukh
family preferred. M:9781683256.

SM4 KHATRI Sikh Advocate Boy
SUITABLE MATCH for Sikh
boy 80 born, 5'9", never married
working in MNC Gurgaon, Package
23 Lakhs. Mobile: 9971777014.
Email: tikku_singh@yahoo.com

June 1985, 5'9" Divorced (Mutual
Consent Brief Marriage ) St. Delhi
F'mly. # 9811025921 9582454582
Email: Jagdeepbakshi@yahoo.co.in

SM 4 H'some, Turbaned, Gursikh boy

SM 4 Sikh Khtri boy 5'10'',May'86,own

business of transport & mobile shop,
Own house Delhi. Income more than
1Lac p/m.# 9999918689, 9811308745
Email: gurvindergg@yahoo.co.in

AUSTRALIA PR cleanshaven Arora
sikh boy 6' June 85, B.Tech, MBA, Sr.
Manager MNC. Girl settled Australia.
Contact: ajitsinghmakkar12@
gmail.com, +919855053208.

HANDSOME, TALL, MBA 27/5'10"
Businessman boy of Educated status
family Required Qualified, Slim,
Charming girl of businessclass
family. Contact : 9313186091

B.TECH CS 5'9"/ 29 H'some NM
Agg. boy, wkg. MNC GGN, 27Lpa,
Sch. DPS Delhi. Edu. Engg. Fmly,
Kothi South Delhi, father own bussi.
# 8920868138, h34b@yahoo.com

MATCH FOR Punjabi Himachali
Choudhary Dogra Girl 24-May-1988,
5'-4", 05:30 AM, M.Sc., Nursing
(Phd.) Lecturer (AIIMS) Central Govt.
12 LPA. 85669-37404, 94179-92789.

SM 4 Garg boy,V.fair, 5'9", 16.03.1990

(12:40pm) Delhi,12 LPA, B.Tech (ECE),
MBA, MNC Gurgaon Seeking wrkg girl
frm Delhi/NCR,Haryana. 9717787667
Email: tushargarg1990@gmail.com

VAISH

SM4 VAISH 5'4"/7.2.89/00.36(Noida) PQM FOR Manglik. Goel Girl, DOB: 09- SM 4 Mittal Boy 17.1.87, 6am,
09-1988 (3.30 pm) Delhi. 5'1" /
B.Tech, 20 Lac PA, Working MNC
Pune. Contact : # 9811293814, E-mail:
akgoel2013@gmail.com

9.31am Delhi / 5'7" Non-Manglik
Wheatish, B.Com, Pvt. Job, 18LPA,
Own House. Required Homely Girl.
Contact : 9999677682. email :
gupta.rg2015@gmail.com

PQM 4 Aggarwal Boy, B.Tech(IIT)+

SM FOR Aggarwal boy height 5' 9,fair

boy working in reputed MNC in GGN
15.7+LPA. South Delhi bsd Reptd fmly.
Parents doctors. Contact 9810116641
Email : delhi.gupta.123@gmail.com

colour 32 years old Goyal Gotra Non
Manglik B. Tech from D.C.E. college
Delhi 'working in MNC co.Jakarta
Cont. only whatsup : 9999189298

PUNJABI
ALLIANCE INVITED for CA

HINDU PUNJABI H'some slim boy

well settled Punjabi handsome boy,
31 yrs/ 5'10, 24 LPA. Caste no bar.
Call at 9599937337 or mail at
c.a.akhil@hotmail.com

SEEKING SUITABLE Bride for
South Delhi based MBA 32 yrs/ 5'8"
handsome cultured well settled boy
of an affluent family income 5 Lacs
per month. WhatsApp-92679 46329.

WELL STLD Lucknow BSD PB B'ness
fmly boy March91/5'11"/MBA/timber
N Hotel B'ness Income 6 Fig. LKG 4
H'mly/Wkg 5'3"Above Girl #9899403413. Em: chhabras802@gmail.com

Manish 6', 16-9-1990, 20:45, Delhi
MBA,own business-Fashion & Events
Co, Father Builder, 2 sisters married.
WhatsApp: 9650393939 (Vinod)

SM4 SARASWAT PB BR Boy
13.01.84 / Jorhat / 6' Gurgaon based
Well Settled Business, seeks simple
Edu. Family. Contact : 9811133067,
Email: sirgowri@gmail.com

SM4 SMART, Pb, MBA boy

16.10.1990/5:30am,Del/ 5'10" well
stld, own B'nss, pref B'ful, Edu girl
from U/M class fmly.#9810058453,
vijsuresh6@gmail.com

SM 4 NM Delhi based Pb.Khatri
H'some boy Never Married 39/5'6",
B.Tech, MNC Ggn, Sal 7 fig, well sttld
family. Call- 9868235121, Whatsapp
8750037605, E : wed12k@gmail.com

SM 4 NM PB Mahajan boy B.Arch.&

PGDCM, 12.9.84/9am/Delhi, 5'6",wkg
With MNC in Ggn,18 Lpa, Lkg for B'ful
wkg girl from Del/NCR. #9810506689
Em: matrimony.am1984@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Punjabi Arora H'some
fair boy B-tech MBA 28.7.86, 11.44
am, Delhi/166cm/16LPA. Working
as Manager in MNC, Bangalore.
No dowry, no gifts. Caste no bar.
Family settled in Delhi. # 9811244433 Email: sunm2428@gmail.com

HANDSOME, TALL, Convented,

M4 FEB 1992 born 5'11" Del/ bsd
Kh boy corporate Lawyr handling
fmly owned Law Firm upr middle
Cls fmly Cast no bar what's app
#9810239071

SM4 WELL settled Delhi based
h'some Punjabi Businessman 33 yrs
/5'9". Seeks qualified homely match.
Phone : 9953501468, 9891374458.
Email: kapoor2018@yahoo.com

SM4 FAIR, Punjabi Arora Boy, CS
Engineer by Education, Managing
Established Family Business, Well
Settled, Nov.90/5'11" Lucknow
Seeks Veg. , Educated & tall Girl.
9511001494 chawlaashok66@gmail.com

Graduate 29/6'1" Businessman
Punjabi boy of affluent High Status
family Req. Tall, Slim, Charming girl
of status family. Contact:9310086091

Govt. Hospital, 8.74 LPA, Seeks Girl
Govt. Nursing Officer, Teacher Govt.
Job, Cast No Bar East Delhi-110092
Cont. 9213231622

SUITABLE MATCH for Handsome,

SEEKING SIKH match for fair,

31/ 6', B.Tech, MBA (ISB), from S.Del
bsd renowned Business fmly, Seeks
Tall Cultured girl of status family,
educated in reputed Institutes. call
9717590402 pmpm1187@gmail.com

Mumbai, 5'7", B.Com, Builders in
GGN, Res. Pitampura, Delhi. Caste
no Bar. 8285081883, 7042323058.
mdgupta57@gmail.com

fair Punjabi Hindu Arora boy 34/5'7"
MBBS, MD Doctor, Wkg in Reputed
Delhi Hosp. Ph: 8826006681,
9810312250 rkparora@yahoo.com

PQM FOR 5'11 / 6.7.87 /12.50 pm,
Delhi, H'some Punjabi boy. B.Tech
/MBA Manager MNC Ggn. 33 LPA,
Father Doctor. Email with photograph- matrim0607@gmail.com

ALLIANCE INVITED from status

SM FOR Handsome Punjabi Tall Boy

TALL & Q'LFD girl for smart H'Some

PQM4 H'SOME Arora boy

family, for my divorcee son graduate,
78 born Del. 7:35 am having
Construction business & residence in
Gurugram, Wadhwa 9810001928

tall Q'LFD PB boy, I"less Div, 30.8.84/
6:25pm Delhi, BBS/LLB, Legal Officer.
M:9811895629/ 8920664188

SM4 UNMARRIED 45 /5'8'
own business well settled income
in six figures early marriage
caste no bar Contact: 8076366730.
Email: arorasanju1972@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Non Drinker / Non
Trimmer Arora Sikh 1985 / 6’1’’
Employed Assistant Professor of
Law at Sonipat 11 LPA, Fmly at Chandigarh 98152-89455, 88724-15204

PQM4 H'SOME Khatri Sikh Boy
Feb 87/6" B.Tech serving in Canada
P R Holder Both Parents Retd as
Bank Managers South Delhi Contact
with Photo. Mobile- 9873951681
Email: manjit.maini15@gmail.com

AGARWAL

HIMACHALI

SINGHAL GOTRA Boy 17.2.1990 /

32/5'7" NURSING Officer Delhi

PQM4 RMG NM Sikh Boy 35/ 5'11"
WELL EDUCATED Brahmin

Brahmin boy 30yrs /172cms
academician, vegetarian, based in
Delhi. email: savp95d@gmail.com.

BISA AGARWAL

SM4 NM fair smart 32/5'7"/BE,MBA

MBA (IIM),July-1988/5'10'',wkg MNC
40 LPA,Father Govt.off.Delhi settled
family. # 9971381695, 9205760208,
Email : avinash23.krs@gmail.com

5'-8", MBA (Finance) Punjab
University Chandigarh, Senior
Manager Pvt. Bank Ludhiana, 14 Lac
Annually, Father Retd. Officer,
Mother Govt. Teacher preferred
working girl. 99151-89670,
97797-38001.

SUNNI MUSLIM beautiful girl 24/

/A. Mglik, Fair, slim,Master in Global
Buss, Wkg asMgr, Telematics GGN,
Father CA, own Buss.Noida 9811202719, mathuria.rajesh@gmail.com

8.04.86 /Ph.D, Scientist Fellow at
CSIR - CEERI , Pilani . Pref. B'ful
Qualified Girl. Contact No:
9839289797,9670455999

SM4 GARG Boy 20.09.1981,06.30 am
/ Gurgaon / 5.5" / 10 Lpa. LLB .Seeks
Homely NCR Gril Cast no Bar, cont
8588896037/ 9953764837 Email :
rachnaoic@gmail.com

MANGLIK

MATCH FOR beautiful 5'3½"/30 yrs SM4 PB Khatri, Non Manglik 74/5'
MA B.ed slim Hindu (Passi)
Delhi based girl. Caste No Bar.
Mob. No: 9810260622, 9650302418.

girl from Delhi-Ncr for 77 born 5'8",
NM fair H'some self emplyd MCA
11.5 LPA. Simple mrg. Send Photo
with B-data:matri1977@hotmail.com

SM4 BANSAL H'some Boy 5'8" /

PQSM AGG. CA, 24yrs., 5'10"

based B.Tech Business Jindal boy
29/5'-7" of well educated family,
Send photograph with profile at
guptasukhdarshan@gmail.com
9216911734.

SM 4 Smart,V.Fair, Mglk,Arora Pb.girl

BEAUTIFUL SLIM Fair Gupta
Girl 32 / 5'2" Wrkg. as Medical
Professional in Govt. Hospital,
Australia Citizen, Visiting India
in April. Call: 9999960136

B.TECH, MBA, convt edu, bful,

MUSLIM

Required For High Status Industrial
Family Girl Working In MNC 22/03/87,
08:50AM, Panipat Haryana, 5'6"
B.Tech, girlgarg87@gmail.com
7494887845.

SUITABLE MATCH for Beautiful
Aggarwal Girl, 5'1", 22-06-1980, 2:30
PM Ferozepur B.Sc. And Fashion
Designer From NIFT, Presently
working at Chandigarh. Looking For.
Multinational Company's
Employees/ Businessmen. Caste No
Bar. 9812013300.

HINDU

BUSINESS FAMILY of South Delhi,

AGARWAL
SM 4 b'ful fair slim Gupta Vaish

from Tricity for Ramgarhia Sikh girl
36/5'-1", B.Com, MBA, Yoga
Therapist. Whatsapp: 9915006296,
9872665646.

H'SOME, PQM for Fair, B'ful, 5'4",

TURBAND SIKH match for our

MEDICO/IIT/IIM MATCH for

PQM FOR Delhi Based beautiful fair

bful fair slim girl 5'2" 18/7/86 Del/
9:36am,MSc (IT) working (SWE) MNC
IT Co. 10LPA whatsapp-9999920488
Email: smgsmg1986@gmail.com

PQM 4 Del Bsd Tonk Kshatriya Sikh

MBBS, MD/ Garg/ Fair/ B'ful Girl/
5'3"/ 25.11.90/ Delhi.
# 9810175199, 9871286720
E-mail: manojgarg87@gmail.com

37 YRS Sikh(F), Looks much Younger

SM4, KAYASTHA B'ful Girl, Age 30/

SM4 SAINI SIKH GIRL 5'3" 88
Convent, BSc Nursng MSc Food Delhi
Govt 8LPA Issueless Divorcee
9417639897 mssaini.61@gmail.com

Girl/ Feb. 92, 5'2"/ B.Sc. Mass
Communication/ Pers. B.Ed./ Delhi
Based. Contact: 9953290621,
8750067291

WELL SETTLED SM4 PB Khatri N/M

working as Assistant Manager in
Public Sector Bank Chandigarh.
Email: bs1006@gmail.com

PQM4 DR. (Sr. Pediatrician)

SM4 B'FUL Sikh girl US Citizen 43/
NIGAM FAIR and Beautiful

PQM 4 PB/ Khatri CAgirl, 5'5" Height,

SIKH KHATRI girl, 5'4", 27, M.Sc,

KHATRI

MEDICO- NONMEDICO Match for

PQM 4 MBA Slim Beautiful Punjabi

31/5'6", B'ful girl MBA, MNC Wrkng
H'some Salary, Delhi Sttld Educated
family. Seeks Employed/ Well Settled
boy. Mob/WhatsApp: 9650990171

AGARWAL

MATCH 4 H'some Delhite Bansal

PQM FOR BE(DCE)- MBA (IIM-Cal)

MBA 23/5'6" Punjabi girl of affluent
Businessclass family Req Qualified
Settled Businessman / Industrialist
boy of Delhi. Con: 9818693151

PROFESSIONALLY QM for Sikh,

BRIDES WANTED

Manager s/w development USA,
Green Card (coming in July) seeks PQ
b'ful girl 5'4"+upto 35yrs Simple marriage. BHP: snehjhanji@gmail.com

KAYASHTHA

VERY FAIR, Charming, Convented

1989 Born/5'1" Ramgarhia Sikh
Working Girl MBA. Contact:
8826261515, 9711106569.

smart, B.Com, Divorcee, No
Child. Caste no bar. E-mail:
seemukesh1962@gmail.com

PB KHATRI boy 78/5'11'' B.Tech,

tor or Business man), tall match for
Panjabi Kamboj Sikh, smart,
beautiful convent educated girl, 26
yrs, Height 5'-9½", Doctor, MBBS
from India and Masters in Embryology and Reproductive Technology
from London UK, belonging to a
status family from Tricity
(Chandigarh). Father Retired Officer,
having urban and Rural property.
Only Brother MBBS preparing for
Masters. Upper Caste No bar.
Contact: Mobile 7009131245. Email:
akmatch1952@gmail.com with Bio
data and Photo.

M4 their b'ful,talented girl 6/1/1990
5'4" textile Dsgnr, wrkg in Biba. Fthr
AGM in SBI, Mthr PGT. # 9911142010
Email: alkamahajan61@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Beautiful

DELHI BASED Jain, 28/5'5",

Graduate builder settled business of
Real Estate in Panchkula handsome
income (Preference to business
family girl). 99887-55251.

WANTED WELL settled NRI (Doc-

5'4",14.10.90/00:05AM/Delhi,wrking
Graduate in Spanish & English (Hons.)
Father-Business man. # 9810823855
Email: dmwaterrakesh@hotmail.com

STATUS PB fmly seeks w.setld prof

SIKH

3:2 am siwan Hindu, OBC, Del/ NCR
seeks. w stld / Qlfd boy. Cast no
bar. SC/ST no aply 8750057648:
shaadimatriads@gmail.com

AGARWAL

HANDSOME, 5'8" 14/05/90 Rastogi WANTED NON wkg / tchr Homely

SUITABLE MATCH for Panchkula

PROF. QLFD. well Stld Match for

TYAGI SUITABLE Match reqd for

girl Age-32 years, height-5'5",
M.Sc. Physics Ph.D, Asst. Professor
Ph: 9811588529, 9811588549.
Email: sbala1957@yahoo.in

REMARRIAGE

PUNJABI BOY June 1990 Born

girl PGDM from Pearl Academy wkg
as Asst. Mgr. with Global Footwear
brand Ggn.Father B'nesman, Mother
Govt Job.#9810241998/9810368294

Email: rajkusum1958@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Brahmin

V.fair, V.beautiful, homely girl 6.2.91
4:04 AM/ Delhi, doing MD Anaesth.
Delhi bds Medico fmly. # 9312415133
9811215999/ shsuki1991@gmail.com

SM 4 slim fair 26/5'3.5" S.Delhi based

CONTACT:

Aug'90/5'7" Delhi M.Sc Wkng as Sr.
SW Engineer. Send BHP to
8368349827 or Email to:
rp.kalia@yahoo.com

OTHER
MA B.ED girl 35/ 5'6" 13.3.84,

MD/ MS /DM Match 4 Pb Khatri 5'4"

girl, MBA-Fin. from UK belongs to a
simple, cltrd & high status Pb. Sikh
family. Any Cast # 09810352690,
Email: balbirsinghgill@gmail.com

9958445533, 9958225533

PQM4 BRAHMIN. Manglik

working in MNC @ mid-management
level is looking for a Hindu Saini boy
aged 28-32, Ph. 9896725930,
Sukhdevsingh2010@gmail.com

PQM4 B'FUL, 1990/5'5", Non-Mglk

WELL ESTABLISHED &
QUALIFIED BUSINESS BOY

86 PG Graphic Designer &
Consultant, sunita_kaushal2000@
yahoo.com, 99151-06412.

SAINI GIRL, 29/5'4" B-Tech, DBM

edu., Del bsd family, April 90 born/
5'5'' Masters from NZ, presently wkg
in Big 4 in Banglore. M: 9820948151.
ak.designsanyojaka@gmail.com

MEDICO/
IAS,IPS,IRS/MBA/

PQM4 SLIM B'ful Bram. girl 5'3",

1:17am,Delhi,5'4",Saini gotra Nanua &
Togar.Contact after proper horoscope
matchmaking for Gun,Kundli,Dosh etc
9910239787, Em: cmsaini@gmail.com

SM4 PBI Khatri,V.fair,b'ful,convent

GIRL, 27 YEARS, 5’6”,
NON-MANGLIK

Veg, aadi, Vatsa, GB, Teacher in
Govt Aided School,10/9/89,7:45 am
Delhi/5'3.5"/63,000 # 9213-892744,
Whatsapp 9654556950

CANADA PR girl,B.Tech(IT), 04.11.92,

SM4 B'FUL Sikh girl US Citizen 43/

NM, B.A., Homely, 9.15 pm 11 Aug,
92 Faridabad seeks well settled boy
in FBD/Delhi/NCR # 9319709239
Email: suren29farid@rediffmail.com

CONVENT EDU. MBBS (HCMS)

WELL SETTLED Delhi based M4

30, 5'-5" Indian born, Degree in M.S
Biochemistry. Looking only Doctor
agree to settle in US, family present
in India. 6239152390.

slim 5'2"/ 1976 Delhi Central Govt
Girl MA M.Lib 12 LPA (looks 32)
never married Mobile-8851424890
Em- amit_gandhi2007@yahoo.com

SM4 THEIR FAIR, SMART

Girl 5'3"/ 90 MA(Eng) B.Ed non
wkg boy should well settled from
Brahmin/ Khatri family Contact 9711139420, 9831156676.

Divorcee Jatsikh-Girl(P.G-History)
CANADIAN-CITIZEN, Looking for
Jatsikh-Boy Settled in USA.
+91-7626931525, +1-7783785365

SAINI

DOCTOR

SEEKS

PQSM FOR Delhi based Brahmin

SM4 FAIR,B'FUL 33Yrs/5'4"

values based in uk.18-2-82 fair,
bful,professionally qualified.Living
with parents.Ht 5'5. Looking for
professional boy from status family.
Email: cookiearora@btinternet.com
0044 7779 923855

PUNJABI

BRAHMIN FAMILY

fair looking Tyagi girl, June 88/ 5'4"
3-yr textile dip/ wrkg. Pref qualfd
service class/settled business.
M. 9868137676, 9013012636.

NRI

SM FOR Pbi Arora girl with Indian

MATCH FOR Punjabi Arora fair

PQM 4 NM Punjabi Khatri Girl

GAUR BRAHMIN Anshik Manglik

ADVICE

B'FUL & Slim Girl, NonMnglk, 29/5'4",

SM FOR Pb Arora NM boy 4.6.91/
5'8",M.Tech(BITS-Pilani),wkg IT MNC
Pune 12 LPA, slight vitiligo below
right eye, respectable educated
family. WhatsApp: 8588910270
Email: nanochawla@gmail.com

SM 4 h'some Punjabi MBA Manglik
boy 26.11.1988/1:40 AM/ Delhi/ 5'6",
Own Business good income. Pref.
non working girl. Call: 9310670218,
9013306276, 011-22610218.

Delhi Based Business Family for son
80/6.1/ MBA. 6 Fig. Income looking
for working /homely/5'5" above girl.
# 8742968182, 9212318400. Email:
manav.gaurishankar@gmail.com

DEHRADUN FAMILY seeks b'ful

SM4 AGGARWAL boy 30, 5'9,

MATCH 4 Punjabi Hindu Boy H'some

BBA(IP) & MBA(Amity), Reputed
Business class family, R/o
Punjabi Bagh, 8448171549
E: vikastec234@gmail.com

H'SOME FAIR slim well
established Aggarwal boy,
30 Yrs, 5'8", Seeks beautiful and
slim girl. # 9811788214 Email:
satishgupta869333@gmail.com

5'8''/30 MBA Symbiosis W'kg Delhi
15 lpa+ Edu & status Family frm
S. Delhi mail: yka6009@gmail.com

HANDSOME ARORA Boy
B.Tech & MBA (IIT/IIM) 34/5’11,
Wkg - MNC-30LPA , Settled-Delhi
C-9267945534 9625500852
arorara996@gmail.com

DELHI/ NCR PQ Wkg M4 Pb.
Mahajan N/M B.Tech H'some Boy
23 July 89/10:26AM/ Delhi/ 5'9"
wkg MNC/ 11+LPA, own house in
Delhi. Call 9643460067

INVITES PROPOSALS from NM,
Beautiful, Well Educated, Wkg girl,
Age 28-30 yrs for Punjabi Khatri
MBA 35/5’3”, Wkg in MNC. Whats
App details & Pictures@ 9810753534

ALLIANCE INVITED by Status

SM4 JAIN Boy T.T. Own House Buss.

(Wholesale electrical goods) East Dli,
6.03.78/5'6"/8pm Dli,Qual.High Schol
Seeks homely Girl.CNB #9810683409,
Email: vinodjain19500@gmail.com

6’1”/ 21.12.84/ 11.30 am/Jaipur/
PGDBA/ Project Manager Jaipur (12
LPA), Reputed Family 09099924609
E-mail:- shubhvivahnic@gmail.com

educated working girl for h'some
PB. boy, currently wrkg in USA
4.9.84 / 5'11", I'less divorcee. Cont:
9897523280, 9897544752

5'8", 26.9.87, BBA, MNC, 15 LPA,
working in Delhi.Father businessman,
own house, seeks beautiful qualified
wrkg. girl. Caste no Bar. 9899556231

M/NM MATCH for H’some Pb boy
18.6.71 looks 35/ 6AM/ Hisar/ 182,
Pharmacist Estd. Biz in Delhi 12 LPA,
Non-wrkg / Wrkg Pharma / Science
background girl prefd.#9810100469
Email: shivaom789@gmail.com

PQM FOR Handsome Manglik
Arora Boy 5'11", 8.10.84, 11.22 pm,
Delhi, C.A., Own Business Income
7 Digit. Contact - 9868710101

PUNJABI FAIR H'some Boy
Born 91/5'6" B.Tech Engr. Own
construction B'ness, Well Settled
Delhi Based Family. Caste no bar.
Whatsapp No. 9811051930

SM4 HANDSOME boy 36 Year
5'3" Punjabi, B.Com Business
in Chawri Bazar. Preferred
Homely or Teacher. Mobile.
(whatsapp) 9250102164

NON WKG/WKG Sm Age below
35 for punjabi Arora N/M boy
Ht 5’8" DOB Delhi 12.9.80 5/12am
Res GGN Resort Buisness Caste no
bar Ph 7065394207/9718361266.
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BRIDES WANTED
ARORA

KAYASHTHA

ARORA 31/5'-9" 23.03.88 11.00 pm

MATCH FOR Saxena boy, 6'tall, 1986,

Sonipat, B-Com MBA, Officer Bank of
Baroda Delhi 8 LPA, prefer bank girl
or govt. job, M/w-app 9812556310/
9416943250

SM4 PUNJABI Arora boy,Apr
1991/6ft, B.Tech/MBA,Own manufacturing unit of Automobile components in faridabad. Looking for
educated homely girl from good
family background.# 9811087859
E: nimit0304@gmail.com
PQM 4 Turbaned Sikh,28yrr/5'8",wrkg

as lawyer in a reputed law firm Delhi
18 Lpa,own Indpdnt rural/comm.prop
Affluent status fmly.# 9988881362,
Send BHP-matta.simrat@gmail.com

SM4 PUNJABI Mehra B.Tech(IT)
Girl 5', Fair Complexion Working IT
Company Banglore as Automation
Developer (R.P.A) 14.2.87, Caste No
Bar willing to Settle abroad.
9729391035, 8826844052
(whatsapp) 8731.neha@gmail.com

PhD, Anshik Manglik, Teetotaler, Asst.
Professor (Zoology), Punjab. Contact:
9780983438, 7589284669. Email:
saxena.pradeep22@gmail.com

SRI FEB86 Fair Smart 5'8" BTech

MBA Manager MNC NCR 30 LPA seeks
Qlfd B'ful NM Veg girl WApp
9997389380

A¸¶Fâ

1982/5’7” I û»FI F°FF ¸FZÔ
Senior Software Engr. IZ d»FE

ÀFbaQS ¦FûSe ÀFbdVFdÃF°F I ³¹FF ¨FFdWE
ªFFd°F
¶Fa²F³F
³FWeÔ

6204418521/9234511447

KAYASTHA BOY 31/5'10" fair
handsome B.E. BITS PILANI MS USA
working top MNC USA highly edu
status fmly CNB. Cont: 9827224439
Em: drnmshrivastava@gmail.com.

SAINI
PROF. QLFD Match for 29 yrs/ 5'6"

RAJPUT
PANCHKULA BASED Mair Rajput
handsome boy, 5'-7", 18.12.1991,
B.Tech Network Engineer with Nokia
at Noida seeks alliance with
beautiful educated homely girl.
9418466229.

MBA working in New Zealand. Delhi
Family seeks working girl/ studying
in New Zealand. Caste No Bar.
Send BHP to: sslsaini@gmail.com

HINDU SAINI 32/6' B.Tech MBA
Officer MNC Gurgaon 29 Lakh B.Tech
M.Tech MCA MBA, Ph.D, Send
Biodata Photo 9877102163.

JAIN

JAIN
ALLIANCE INVITED for Jain,

Green Park
(South Delhi) based
Digambar Jain
Well Settled Family,
Invite Proposals
for their Son,
Age 28 Year, 5'8"
Very Handsome,
Dynamic, brought
up with values,
Commerce
Graduate (D.U)
MBA (S.P. Jain
Bombay) Working
in Family Managed
Export Business
Seeks Alliance from
Parents of Cultured,
Educated very ethical,
Soft-Spoken, Homely,
Girl, Well Settled,
Religious Jain/Aggarwal
Business Family

Call: +91-7290094798
Email With Recent Photo
& Full Details to :

director.vinyl@gmail.com

B.Tech., Fair, Gud lkng, Manglik, 28/
5'8'' boy managing infra, hotels &
construction business with 8 fig income at Delhi & Uttkhnd from well
edu., gud lkng, prof qulfd girl from
respectable jain/ bania family. E:
arpitjn1010@gmail.com Mobile:
9412052259

YADAV
YADAV BOY, 1989/5'11" B.Tech,

MBA, well settled business at
Panchkula origin Rewari seeks well
educated, beautiful, employed
girl:8146060675

NRI
SM 4 Handsome UK bsd. Panesar Sikh
Boy Dec. 84 /5'10". Having own
established Business. Family have
their own Business. Email:
rajinderpanesar0@gmail.com

NRI-IIT-IIM-35 YRS i'less h'some

divorcee, well-settled in S'pore, 5'8' v
high earning seeks b'ful, educated
girl from gd family, 8929180977,
ssl971704@gmail.com

M4 PBI SR. Brahmin H'some Boy
July 82 5'-10" B.Tech ME (USA). Wkg
Reputed Coy. (USA), Boy Curntly in
India. sharmas09@yahoo.com

NRI

MANGLIK

PQM FROM US/Canada only for
Beautiful Hindu Girl USA Citizen
5'-5", 1986 working in Big IT
Company. Contact jn.preet02@
gmail.com Whatsapp 9464381172.

SM FOR Ahuja Anshik Manglik Boy,
10.08.1988/ 8.35 AM, Delhi/ 5’9” ,
B.Tech / LLB, Well Settled in GGn.
Seeks Working Girl. Contact:
9953546708 , 9999774451.

NRI CASTE no Bar match for
Germany Bluecard holder Hindu
Punjabi engineer boy 26/11/87
2.35pm,Jalandhar 5'11" seeks Girl
working in Germany or in India
ready to relocate.Contact: 7838125445. Em: skshervan@gmail.com

BRIDE FOR handsome (37/5'9") Sikh
(cleanshaven)MBA, BE Comp Sc wrkg
in Sydney Australia. Email:
ipsa47@hotmail.com

CANADIAN JAT Sikh boy, 27,
5'-10", Very handsome, looking for
beautiful & educated girl. Caste no
bar. Send full details and
photograph on Whatsapp
8146128871. Marriage Bureau are
excused.

PQM4 V h'some Sikh Arora Kh.Cl/Sh

Jan'80/5'11'', BE MS Comp.Engg.wkg
Sr.position,Recent US ctzn vstg India
May'19,Parents India bsd.# 91-94631
33555, bestmatch234@gmail.com

PQM 4 h'som 29/6'2" Rajput
doctor MD(MED) doing superspeciality West Virginia. Parents doctor. Higher Caste
alliance from USA solicited.
email: t512512@yahoo.com.
Mob-9415035399

DOCTOR
H'SOME AFFLUENT Dr DM
Cardiology Punjabi Hindu 33 / 5'11
Hyderabad. Looking for PG Doctor /
IAS North Indian below 30.
9849044237. sid1076@gmail.com

ADVOCATE

REMARRIAGE

LOOKING FOR a bride for a well

M4 PB. Agwl/60/175 widwr look yu-

settled lawyer running a law firm
in Delhi, 31 yrs/ 5'11. Caste no bar.
Call at 9810391166 or mail at
sagrikaprashar11@gmail.com

ngr & H'sme w.estd Del B'man seeks
B'ful,Edu hmly bride with no liability
Age arnd 50 cast no bar #9899173615, guptadelhi0608@gmail.com

DIVORCEE/WIDOWER
SM 4 38Y, 5'10" (Luks Young), M.S.

TALL EDuCATED cultured girl for

1986 born i/less Div punjabi Arora
boy B.tech 190cm working top IT MNC
GGN 18LPA own house Delhi settled
family caste no bar W-9654078784

(U.S), H'sm, Fnanclly Sttld, Divcd,
Lukng 4 Qlfd. Fmly Orntd Girl.
Cast No Bar Whtsap-9811545888,
Email: nehakhattar@gmail.com

PQM4 H'SOME Pb. Mglk Divorcee,
SM 4 Chamar H'some 5'10"/ 33, Ortho
Surgeon practicing in family owned
hospital.Divorc. Seeks b'ful kind Dr./
Hospital Admin girl. Caste no bar.
nskishor@gmail.com #8178000652.

Only Boy Del Based Born 1979 5'10"
MBA Engg Wkg MNC Ggn Seeks Wkg
Girl Em:rmganeshsr40@gmail.com
Contact:7827513252

COSMOPOLITAN
TRUE RISHTE True Service all
SM 4 H'some, Kashmiri Pandit 35/6'

SOUTH DELHI based Pb. Kharti
SM4 FAIR Handsome Delhi Based
Hindu Vegetarian Sunar/ Swarnkar/
Soni/ Doctor/ MBBS, M.S. (OPTHA)/
5-10/ 90 Born/ S.R. at R.M.L. Hospital Delhi/ Ph: 9871849199

ENGINEERS
WRKG SM4 Manglik Khatri Boy
5'9"/ 30.10.1987/ 15:40/ Delhi,
own house, B.Tech & MBA, working
in MNC. Contact: 9212280621
Email: jai_kantkochhar@yahoo.com

Non-Veg boy, Own Business from
Middle Class fmly, Seeks B'ful, Homely girl of Lower Class fmly, Caste
no Bar. 9810026873, 8826681193

Widower Boy 6 June 1974 born
B.tech IIT MBA Director in top
MNC good income seeks good life
partner cast no bar # 9891135709

Div. I'less B'ness 8 LPA seeks cultured
Homely, I'less girl,No Dowry, Simple
Marriage. wtsapp 9716589080,9873866610, jain.chainworld@gmail.com

Match for Software Engg. 38 NM
5'-6" Fifty Lacs, One Daughter, no
Liability. kantasinghal@ymail.com
9872244668.

HIGH STATuS Rishte Hi Rishte Hindu
, Punjabi, Sikh, Baniye, Divorcee,
Widow. Contact : Heena Arora Mobile
No. : 9289786337

JAIN (PNJBI) boy 49/5'8'',Veg,smart

ISSUELESS PROFESSIONAL

upper caste status families,
Agarwal, Khatri, Arora, Punjabi,
IAS, Doctor, CA, Engineer, MBA,
Bus’man. Call/WA: 7814665123

SC/ST
SM FOR Khatik boy 30 yrs/5'7".

Graduate, working in a reputed MNC.
Seeks simple, decent, educated/
working girl. Contact: 8882688818
Email: mohitgpa02@gmail.com

ON SUNDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

>> 0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>> PARVEEN - 8872502111 AMARPREET - 9888935409

PLOT FOR SALE
DLF HYDE park new chandigarh,
350 sqyds plot, near park, meeting
with owner call 09876955966

CHANDIGARH
FIRST FLOOR sector-15 Chandigarh 10 Marla 3BHK B-road corner
side park provision for 70 percent
conversion car parking facility huge
green belt owner for immediate
sale. 9915174747

MOHALI
AVAILABLE 200, 250, 500 yard
Plots & Brand New Houses in Sector
94 & 91 Mohali. Wealth Creator9888777241

PANCHKULA
PANCHKULA KOTHI 10 Marla

DLF FYDE park new chandigarh 350
sqyds plot at most reasonable price.
9878533999

duplex corner, side park 12A, Triplex
like new 16. Many more options.
Friends 98154-82466.

corner first and second floor, facing
park, side park, top location, huge
parking, drawing dining, three bedroom, italian marble, teak wood.
3116/27-D, Chandigarh

PROPOSALS INVITED for

TRICITY'S CONSTRUCTION ex-

PANCHKULA KOTHI 1 kanal

pert in showrooms, villas, institutions, industry, group housing (turn
key basis) contact 7380011225.

Sector 20, 4, 12, 12A. Many more.
Friends 98154-82466.

CHANDIGARH

PROPERTY
ZIRAKPUR
2/3 BHK Available Floors in Shiva
Enclave Patiala road Zirakpur ready
to move (going cheap) 99883-12266.

FLATS FOR SALE
LUXURY 3BHK + Servant room

8 MARLA B road, second floor

OTHERS

prime location ample parking space
for sale at sector 23D Chandigarh
only direct buyer preferred
9779420008

independent Apartment with lift and
covered car parking in heart of
Mohali. Price starting 70 Lac Call
98150-29454

RUNNING MULTI speciality 20
beds hospital, on chandigarh ludhiana road for sale, owner going abroad. contact 98141-06350, 7009865609

SOCIETY FLATS: category A & B
advocate, Puspac, Silvertone, Custom, New light, Ajanta, Swati, Young
Deweller, Paradise. Contact
Chandigarh Realtors 98554-04849

BOOKING OPEN 2/3/4 BHK flats
200 ft road sector 14 new chandigarh, sector 66B on airport road, IT
city mohali capital Infra:
9501120036 / 9356820009

Ground Floor Freehold Registry Case
Sector 52, Chandigarh with Big
Garden @ 35 Lakh. Shrinath Estate
89683-19903, 90410-62555.

Seven Marla House Sector 35, 37.
Eight Marla 18, 22, 46. Contact :
Sanjay Chadha 98554-04849.

AVAILABLE 3 & 4 BHK Flats in

CHANDIGARH 10 marla new first

Regency heights, Savitry Tower,
Multitech Tower Sector 91, Mohali.
Wealth Creator- 9888777241.

with lift 1.75 Cr. Also 8 marla ground
sector-20, 9815186915.

1 KANAL ground floor in sector 16
chandigarh for immediate sale contact S.G property 7009266814.

10 MARLA Triple Storey Sector 44,
46 and single Sector 35-D. Contact
Sanjay Chadha 98554-04849

BOOTH-33 PHASE-1 Mohali, 2
Room Mundi Kharar, 183 Yards Plot
Dasmesh Nagar Kharar. 09417334049

ONE KANAL freehold industrial
shed in UT chandigarh for sale. contact. 99144-40287

190 SQ yards House, All Floors,
Sector 18C, Freehold, facing East, 45
sqft. Road. 9115987083.

3+1 BHK 1850 sqft flat available in
Suncity Parikrama Sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact: Kush Mahajan:
9878979454, 7814929454.

3BHK-110SQ.YARD NEWVILLA for sale in Sector-117 near
airport-Rd next to TDI for-sale
please call-7347215285/8427773399

HIG LOWER Ground Floor Corner
Facing Park Sector 42. Demand 1.20
Cr. 98554-04849

SUNNY ENCLAVE, near market,
corner, North facing, 234 yards, duplex kothi, fully marbled, sector-125,
Kharar(Mohali). Dealers welcome.
8427423771, 9988600073

MIG DUPLEX two bedroom drawing dining, first, second floor, Park
facing, freehold, sector 41-A,
Chandigarh. 94178-71888

AVAILABLE/ WANTED kothies/
flats/ floors ( two bedrooms to four
bedrooms) Chandigarh, Mohali. KK
Associates 98141-38383, 9914108383

290 MARLA Commercial plot (Two
Side Open) Prime Location in
Jalandhar Suitable for Apartment,
Hotel, Mall and Hospital etc.
9915460075.

2 KANAL, single lane house in North

PLOT FOR SALE

AVAILABLE 300 sq. yard, Newly
Built-up Super Luxury Fully
Furnished Villa in OMAXE New
Chandigarh with ultra modern
amenities like home theatre, Gym,
Swimming Pool, Snooker Table, Bar,
Modular Kitchen, Diakin Air
Conditioning (VRV) Security System
with all inbuilt Electronic Appliances
and Home Automation System.
Contact: 9872866600

double storey, corner House, 130
yards, adjoining park, tastefully constructed, ample parking space. 9888250709

KOTHI 130 gaj 1/2 storey very good
constructed in and near to sunny enclave kharar Mohali. Gaurav Associates Shop No. 37 old Sunny Enclave,
Kharar 9041004455

INDUSTRIAL PLOT triple storey
500 square yard facing east and
park in 8-B, Near Airport Road,
Mohali five stories and IT approved
98150-08924

lift in Peer Muchalla another floor in
Kishanpura just Rs. 28/- Lacs.
Contact: 8195000365

3+1 BHK 1850 sq.ft facing park
available for sale in Suncity
Parikrama Sector 20, Panchkula.
Contact: 9876166800, 8195000365.

DLF VALLEY panchkula 4 bedroom
set area 2150 sqft, 2850 sqft, ready
possession meeting with owner
9876955966

set area 1860 sqft and duplex area
2380 sqft ready possession
09876955966

ALL SIZES 112, 130, 150, 200, 250,
300 above plots, kothies, villas,
flats, SCF, sites available genuine
rates sunny enclave, kharar. M/s
R.K. estates, 1051, opp. Arista hotel,
new sunny enclave. Kharar9878003848, 9872220440

SHOWROOM PLOT 13.9' x 130' in
Zirakpur Maps Approved By Punjab
Government Adjoining Hotel Dream
(Patiala Road) Owner 9988099090.

CORNER PLOT 165 SQYDS. In
MOHALI AEROCITY brand new,

3 BHK new corner floor for sale with

SUSHMA CRESCENT 3 Bedroom

Chandigarh. Contact: 9878533999

MOHALI

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE First/ Second floor Sector
37-B, Chandigarh. Bank/ Company
employee preferred. Contact:
Sharma 9872511100

FURNISHED/ UNFURNISHED
4, 3, 2, 1 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1
room set for family/boys/ girls/
livein couple. 82838-68653.

SINGLE SPACIOUS Independent
AC room attach Bath, fully furnished
in Sector 38C 98772-23546, 7889292411.

2ND FLOOR of 10 marla house havLIG FLAT 2 Room Kitchen washroom

FIVE MARLA Sector 22, 44, 46.

Sector 125, Sunny Enclave, Mohali
for Immediate sale. Contact 9872202068.

DLF HYDE park new chandigarh:350 sqyds plot east facing, and 350
sqyds plot park facing, wealth multiplier 9877985433

SUSHMA DHAKOLI Studio
Apartment:- One Room, Kitchen,
Washroom, Balcony, Ground floor,
Corner flat, Zirakpur. 9876922333

3 BHK, 24 lakh, flats number 10052
Sunny Kharar, ready move, car
parking. Owner: 97809-65509

MOHALI LUXURY flats 3 and 4
bedroom sector 70, 90, 66-A, Contact 9872023591

2+1 BHK 1431 SQ.FT., sky garden,

PLOT/ KOTHI 5, 6, 8, 10 marla sector 78, 79, 80 Mohali contact:7229912655

ing 1 bedroom + kitchen + toilet
visit: #1262, sector-42, Chd, M.No.
9646588008

FURNISHED AC Room Bath
Kitchen Varanda House 1542/33-D
GF Allen, Helix Student/ Executive
99961-19202.

FULLY FURNISHED, Studio

TO-LET
ZIRAKPUR
Dhakoli, Zirakpur. Contact: 7009562512, 98776-69308. Small working
family preferred

Zirakpur. Mehta: 9855071118.

rent in Suncity Parikrama, Sector
20, Panchkula. Contact: Kush
Mahajan: 9878979454,
7814929454.

TOLET SERVICE room/ flat/ PG
and independent house available in
panchkula. Satyam properties:
9316972600, 9779184319.

INDEPENDENT TWO room set
first floor attached kitchen bath
open terrace sector 15 Panchkula.
9815482595.

INDEPENDENT ONE room
attached toilet, kitchen, partially
furnished second floor, House No.
178 Sector 7, Panchkula.

INDEPENDENT FURNISHED
one BHK, One/ Two/ Three Room
sets, first/ Second floor, 402/8,
9888154848

INDEPENDENT KANAL house

attached bathrooms lobby Drawing
Dinning modular kitchen Varandah
parking 98723-01955.

INDEPENDENT FULLY furnished 4BHK, 3 Toilets, Stores, Top floor,

FOR GIRLS fully furnished AC room
with fridge, box bed, attached bath.
1032/ 44B, 0172-4691032

BOOTH FOR rent Prime Location
Booth No 321, Sector 44D,
Chandigarh. Contact 98888-09393.

MOHALI

cabins with services of Caretaker/Receptionist/ Stewards/Canteen.
Photostat-Machine available in
Sector:22-D,SCO-3033-3034,
Chandigarh.9888466910,01722783851.

COEDUCATION SCHOOL upto

SENIOR ASST Accountant
Marketing of Sale - Purchase
(Techno-Commercial) Tow drivers
(Minimum 3 years experience) for
Private Limited Company
9417500726, misraboilersindia@
gmail.com

OFFICE/SHOPS/
GODOWN

Fan, Marble Flooring GH 34 Sector20, 8146758002

3 BHK Flat 3rd floor, GH- 28A,
Sector-20, Panchkula. 99141-10898,
99140-01898

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY (GF
2500 sq. ft, FF 1200 sqft, SF 2800 sq
ft), excellent location, free parking,
restaurants, MNC and banks nearby,
transportation easily available at
sector 14, main market, panchkula.
Contact- +91-9814446846, +919814006846

1700 SQFT 1st 2nd floor showroom
17 phase-6 mohali insurance/
pharma/ education/ companies
98153-74314

SUCCESSFULLY RUNNING
hotel in prime location of Zirakpur
Ambala Chandigarh highway available for rent 9814007777

FOR RENT Booth No 23, Sector 49-

Tiwari of 603-ASC-Bn(AM),C/o 56
APO Declare that my wife name
changed from Sindhu Pandey to
Sindhu Tiwari and same to be
amended in my service records.

and 2000 sqft on first in shed no.
784 industrial area phase 2
Chandigarh 9216372174

I, KAWALJEET Kaur W/o Parjinder
Singh R/o H/N L-3/829-A, New
Jaspal Nagar, Sultanwind Road,
Amritsar have changed my name
from Kawaljeet Kaur to Kanwaljit
Kaur. Concerned please note.

room from 250-6000 sq. ft. available for rent contact S.G property
7009266814

I, PRITI D/o Baldev Kumar R/o

PAYING GUEST

Kabir Nagar, Basti Jodhewal,
Ludhiana have changed my name to
Priti Joshi

PG FOR Boys in Just Rs 5500/Sharing, Rs-6500/- Independent
room with facility TV/LED Three
time meals attached bathroom and
coolers Bidg. SBI, Near ISBT Sector
52, Chandigarh. 9815545815,
9876874998.

I AARTI Talwar W/o Amit Talwar R/o
1350/A Sector 39-B, Chandigarh
have changed my name from Aarti
Talwar to Aarti Verma.
(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

DECENT HOMELY, AC, Non-AC
furnished Accommodation with
kitchen for girls sector 35-D. Contact: 98140-10917

SPACE FOR ATM
ATM/ EATRY/ MNC Heart of main
Market- 37C, Chandigarh 8289090133. also many Saleable House
hold items.

EDUCATION

A Chandigarh Size 8'X26' Busy
Market. Contact Owner 9815548170.

PLOT NO 168, Industrial area,
Phase-1, Chandigarh. Owner: 9872452081, 98882-49858

SCO 15X60 newly built for rent
basement, GF, FF, SF Chaura Bazar
VIP road Zirakpur. 99784-05129.

CABINS AVAILABLE

PUBLIC NOTICES
I 14663847M Nk Raju Kumar

400 TO 8000 square feet space
available on ground, first and
second floor furnished/ unfurnished
facing park and east F-297 phase 8B, Near Airport Road, Mohali.
9216508924, 9815008924.

+2 in two acres municipal area
affiliated PSEB (EM) main road distt.
Hoshiarpur for sale. 7355144209.

AD

D CA
SS O S

MINIMUM FEES CMS (Allopathy)
BAMS BUMS BHMS MBBS BNYS DNYS
BEMS MD BA MA Ph.D BPT ANM GNM
DMLT D.Pharma CMO/Council Registration Agent Welcome- 7042111699

CAR FOR SALE
2010 REGISTERED Chd. No.
Honda City Silver Color for sale.
Contact: 9988277399.

IN THE COURT OF SH. MOHIT
BANSAL, CIVIL JUDGE (SENIOR DIVISION) S.A.S NAGAR
Shailendra Mohan
Versus
Premium Acres Infratech Pvt. Ltd.
& Ors.
CNR No. PBSA02-000238-2016
Notice To: Harpal Singh S/o Prithpal
Singh R/0 House No. 1277, Sector 42B, Chandigarh.
In above titled case, the defendant(s)/
respondents(s) could not be served. It
is ordered that defendant(s)/ respondents(s) should appear in person or
through
counsel
on
09-05-2019 at 10 AM.
For details logon to https://www.highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=district_notice
&district=mohali
Dated, this day of 20-04-2019
Sd/Civil Judge (Senior Division)
S.A.S Nagar.

BUSINESS OFFER

EMPLOYMENT
REQUIRED EXPERIENCED
Salesman and Manager for Petrol
Pump at Balachaur Minimum 5
years Experience in Same filed
Computer knowledge must. Contact
Chamunda Filling Station,
Balachaur, distt. Nawanshehar
98142-06162, chamundafs@
outlook.com

3 BHK flat 1850 sqft available for
rent in Suncity Sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact: 8195000365.

2 BHK F.F 10 marla 2859 sector- 21
Panchkula adequate parking facility
98885-38599

WANTED IMMEDIATELY
speech Therapist for school for Deaf
at Patiala. Lodging and Boarding
available. Send Biodata :
patiala-deafblind-school@
hotmail.com Mob: 9780043892/93

INDEPENDENT SECOND Floor,
Two Bedrooms, Drawing-Dining,
Two Bathrooms, Kitchen, Terrace
1218 Phase-10, Mohali.
09815712034.

FIRST FLOOR two bedroom set.
Executive/ Service couples preferred. Prime location. 1006 sector
69. 9872416260

TWO BEDROOMS, kitchen, bathroom, FF, house no. 137, phase-6,
Mohali: Small family, girls preferred.
Contact 98885-40005

INDEPENDENT SECOND floor,
furnished, AC, fridge, beddings boys/
girls/ couple 2630/71 Mohali
9417200976, 01722216565

FURNISHED SERVANT Quarter
for Single person in Purab Premium
Apartment Complex Third Floor.
Contact: 9316116595.

PROPERTY WANTED

2+1 BHK, drawing dining Ground

sizes plots, kothies villas, flats, SCF
in sector 123, 124, 125 sunny enclave, kharar. Buyers ready. M/s
R.K. estates, 1051, opp. Arista Hotel,
new sunny enclave, Kharar9878003848, 9872220440

3+1, BHK 1850 sqft available for

FIRST FLOOR Two Spacious rooms

FURNISHED ONE Room set for

IMMEDIATELY WANTED all

PANCHKULA

INDEPENDENT TWO rooms set

AC 2½, 1 BHK flat in sector 45A&63,
Bank/ MNC/ Family. 8360857096.

CENTRALLY AC, fully-furnished

EMPLOYMENT

INDEPENDENT FF 2 BHK 2 Toilets INDUSTRIAL GODOWN & show16-A Durga Apts Gurdev Nagar

One room set GF attached bath,
Kitchen. # 181/12, Panchkula. 9815582263.

first floor, small family/ working
girls preferred. 2733/38-C Chandigarh. 98771-44940

CABINS AVAILABLE

3 BHK Independent set, Motia height, 350 SQFT at ground floor on road

Apartment, first floor, sector 36-D,
Chandigarh. MNC preferred. Contact: 98726-61509, 93563-80055

Sector 66A, Mohali Airport Road.
98883-68883.

SHIVALIK ENCLAVE:- 14 Marla
plot Shivalik Enclave Kharar (Pb.)
For Sale, Wealth Multiplier.
09876955966

Facing H.No. 1182/15 Panchkula
98886-42042.

TO-LET

PANCHKULA SCO builtup 18'x72'

lane, well maintained and tastefully
built house in sector-16 Chandigarh.
Dealers please excuse, only genuine
buyers contact 8872544800

10 MARLA IInd Floor 2 BHK Park

structure work with material with
qualified engineer (kothi's/ baungalows/ showroom with interiors)
Bansal- 9417483183, 9781278033

FREEHOLD FACING madhya

TEN MARLA Triple storey single

Owner Free 16500, 3BHK GF/FF
18000-23000). 9872546316.

A-CLASS CONSTRUCTION

B- Road (100 ft.) suitable for
professionals, extraordinary
location. Friends 98154-82466

PANCHKULA
FURNISHED ROOM 8000 (2BHK

making housing projects on joint
venture in Solan and Shimla,
Investment starts 50 lacs, good
profits, call at 99150-42894 or mail
me at Sudershan24517@yahoo.com

submission of drawings in Aerocity,
Chandigarh, Mohali, Sunny Enclave
from approved Architect8699109072

corner Sector 9, duplex B- Road
Sector 8 and many more. Friends
98154-82466

marg, first floor 1.50 Cr. and 2nd
floor 1.20 Cr. Sector-26, Grain market Chandigarh. Ideal for Guest
house and professional. Contact:
9316117604, 8360465323

INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY

PLANNING, INTERIORS and

PANCHKULA KOTHI 10 Marka

8 MARLA extraordinary built,

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/
CONTRACTOR

Boys/ Girls in # 945, Phase-XI,
Mohali. Contact: 9914499024.
floor sector 70. Bank/ Govt. employee preferred. 9915668811

3 BHK, DD flat, Ground floor, facing
park, Gillco Palms, Sector-115. Contact 8146799000, 8360163014

16 MARLA kothi 2nd floor 2 BHK #
4054 sector 68, Mohali.
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I MESSED UP... I HANDLED IT WRONGLY AND I’M
PAYING A PRICE FOR IT (FOR DOPING).

> JARRELL MILLER, US boxer after bout with Anthony Joshua is called off

In UP villages, a javelin craze
THE BIG THROW They have
no equipment and no training
facilities, yet teenagers
from Uttar Pradesh are
storming the sport
Navneet Singh
n

navneet.singh@htlive.com

SONIPAT: In Hingutar Garh, a small vil-

lage on the banks of the Ganga 40km
downstream from Varanasi, watch out
for the flying spears.
Here, once in the morning and once in
the evening, a large part of the village
ground is cleared for the javelin throwers. Roughly six thousand people populate this staunchly agricultural area, but
the throwers come in droves.
There is Nandkishore Singh, a strapping 17-year-old, who finished with a silver medal at the second National Javelin
Championship on April 15 at Sonipat,
Haryana. He comes from a family of
throwers: His father Ramashray Singh,
50, introduced the sport to the village in
the 1980s as a state-level athlete. Ramashray had a real love for the sport, but
had realised early on in his career that he
would not make the cut. He turned his
focus to coaching, beginning with his
brother Jagmohan, who became a
national champion, and then moving on
to his sons. His eldest son, Shivpal, is
now the second best javelin thrower in
the country. Nandkishore and Shivpal
also have three younger cousins who are
part of the junior national set-up.
“People here are built for it,” Jagmohan, who now mentors Shivpal, says.
“Javelin has become a matter of pride for
families in this village, and also a way to
a better life.”
It is not just this village—at the
national championship, throwers from
Uttar Pradesh flooded the field.
They took the gold and silver in the
U-20 and U-18 boy’s group, the silver and
bronze in the U-16.
Though they did not finish with a
medal in the senior men’s group, four of
the final 12 throwers in the category
came from the state. Of the 107 throwers
across age groups, an overwhelming 61
were from UP. Haryana, at 14, was the
next best represented.
Klaus Bartonietz, who is the biomechanics specialist working with national
coach and legendary German thrower
Uwe Hohn, says that this deepening talent pool has him excited.
“There is a lot of talent,” Bartonietz
says. “Now we need to structure programmes at the grassroots level in these
places.”
BAMBOO SPEARS FOR
JAVELINS
While there is plenty of interest, facilities for the budding throwers, to put
it bluntly, are non-existent. Nothing
much has changed in Hingutar Garh
since Ramashray introduced the sport
there almost 40 years ago , except that
more people can afford to buy basic
javelins.
“For coaching, whenever senior players come home to the village, they work
with the young athletes,” says Jagmohan, the former national champion.
“They also contribute to help people buy
equipment. We also recently set up a
small gym.”
The whole village, Jagmohan says,
comes together to help promising youngsters if needed.
Less than 90km from Hingutar Garh,
in the village of Dabhiya on the banks of
the Gomti, exists another javelin ‘hub’,

n

Javelin thrower Shivpal Singh will be competing at the Asian Athletics Championships on April 22.

home to Rohit Yadav, who set the new
national record in the U18 category in
Sonipat with a throw of 81.75m. It was
also the best throw by an U18 athlete so
far this year in Asia.
After Haryana’s Neeraj Chopra, the
2018 Asian and Commonwealth Games
gold medallist and world junior record
holder, Rohit is seen as the next big
thing.
Rohit could not afford even a basic javelin when he started; instead he fashioned one from wild bamboo, cutting a
spear from a grove near his home.
“Like the shepherds have a long bamboo lathi to goad the cattle, ours was like
that,” Rohit says. “There are around
twenty more boys who have picked up
javelin in the village now. A lot of them
can’t afford to buy javelins and use bamboo spears.
“But it’s fun…to see who can throw it
better, because it’s very hard to throw it
far!” At the nationals, Rohit used a Hungarian made aluminum javelin—the
Nementh 90—gifted to him by a wellwisher.
The 17-year-old’s father Sabhajeet, a
former state level decathlete, introduced
him to the sport when he was 14.
“Since bamboo is easily available in
the village, it was good substitute,” Rohit
says. “we didn’t have to worry about
money to buy an original javelin.”
Rohit bought his first professional
javelin with money given to him by his
school in 2016 and promptly went on to
win a gold at the World School Games

that year. The next year, there was both
triumph and disaster. Soon after winning a silver in the Asian Youth Championship in 2017, he tested positive for a
banned substance at a domestic tournament. A one-year ban followed.
When he came out of the ban, he was
signed on by Amentum, a sports consultancy firm working to develop grassroots
infrastructure in javelin in India, who
put him in touch with Michael Musselman, a javelin coach based in Lima,
Peru.
The two of them work over whatsapp,
sending videos back and forth.
UP’s interest in javelin has also
attracted the interest of Davinder Singh
Kang, the 2017 World Championship
finalist from Punjab.
“When I was growing up as an athlete
people ignored me,” Kang says. “I was
told I wouldn’t become a top level athlete. Now I am an international thrower
and some local manufacturing units are
happy to support me so when budding
athletes ask for help—equipment or
training tips—I try to do as much as I
can.”
On 22 May, the throwers from UP will
take a break from training. They’ll be following Shivpal at the Asian Athletics
Championships in Doha. The 23-year-old
from Hingutar Garh, recorded a personal best of 82.82m last year, made it to
the Asian Games in Jakarta, but missed
out on a podium finish after hurting his
elbow. This time, he will be hoping to
bring a medal home.

Flight itinerary grounds
archers, to miss World Cup
HT Correspondents
n
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NEW DELHI/CHANDIGARH : A poor

travel itinerary forced the Indian
men’s and women’s archery
teams to call off their trip to
Medellin, Colombia, for the Stage
1 World Cup starting on Monday,
a crucial step in the teams’ preparation to qualify for next year’s
Tokyo Olympics.
The first batch of the 16-member contingent reached the airport on Saturday morning only to
discover that the departure of the
Delhi-Amsterdam KLM flight
had been postponed by nearly
three hours which meant they
would miss the connecting flight.
The archery team decided to
cancel the trip as missing the
flight from Amsterdam would
have resulted in their not reaching the competition venue by
Monday morning – the deadline
to have the mandatory equipment checks done before competition. Being the season’s first
major tournament, the non-participation will also have an
impact on the ranking points. The
event was to prepare and set the
team combinations for the June
World Championships in The
Netherlands where teams reaching the quarter-finals qualify for
Tokyo Olympics.
“After reaching the Delhi airport we came to know there was a

THE ARCHERY TEAM
DECIDED TO CANCEL THE
TRIP AS MISSING THE
FLIGHT FROM
AMSTERDAM WOULD
HAVE RESULTED IN THEIR
NOT REACHING THE
COMPETITION VENUE BY
MONDAY MORNING
delay in our flight to Amsterdam
and because of that we would not
be able to catch our connecting
flight. The next available connecting flight was after 24 hours,
and if we had re-scheduled it,
then we wouldn’t have reached
the venue before Monday evening. So, we will be missing the
World Cup,” said Madhu
Vedwan, a member of the
women’s recurve team who is
back in the national squad after
three years. “Now, we will be
going to Pune to rejoin the
national camp.”
The federation selected the A
team for the first World Cup and
the B team for the next in China.
Archery Association of India secretary general, Maha Singh, said:
“We’re still checking where
things went wrong. We had a twomonth camp for the World Cup
and even organised a ranking
tournament in the World Cup for-

mat. It’s a loss for the players.
Now, as the team is not going for
the World Cup, we might have to
reshuffle the team for the second
World Cup.”
A team member, who did not
wish to be identified, said: “It’s a
big setback to the build-up for the
World Championships in The
Netherlands in June, a qualifying
event for Tokyo Olympics.”
“Officials responsible for
booking the flight should have
the basic idea that it is a long journey and connecting flights should
be spaced out for transit,” said a
team official on condition of anonymity. Once the first batch was
stranded on Saturday, the second
batch scheduled to travel on Sunday morning too called off the
trip. Radhica Sreeman, SAI’s
head of Teams Division responsible for preparation of national
teams for international competition didn’t respond to calls and
text messages.
The recurve men’s team comprises Tarundeep Rai, Atanu Das,
Atul Verma and Pravin Jadhav.
Olympian Deepika Kumari, L
Bombayla Devi, Komalika Devi
and Madhu Vedwan are the
women’s team members.
The top four in men’s compound are Abhishek Verma,
Bhagwan Das, Rajat Chauhan,
Aman Saini. The women’s team
comprises Jyothi Surekha, Muskan Kirar and Raj Kaur.
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Rohit Yadav from Dabhiya village in Uttar Pradesh set a national record in the U-18 category.

Shiva makes winning
start, 6 others in QF
Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BANGKOK: Shiva Thapa moved

closer to adding a record fourth
medal by entering the 60kg prequarterfinals while six other
Indians advanced to the last-eight
stage in the Asian Boxing Championships on Saturday.
Thapa secured a thrilling 4-1
win over Korea’s Kim Wonho and
is now two wins away from a
medal to add to the gold, bronze
and silver he won in 2013, 2015 and
2017 editions, respectively.
The Assam boxer will next
take on Kyrgyzstan’s Seitbek
Uulu for a place in the quarters on
Sunday. Lovlina Borgohain, the
2018 World Championships
bronze winner, began her quest
in impressive fashion, outpunching Vietnam’s Tran Thi Linh 5-0
to advance to the quarter-finals.
Up next on Monday for the 2019
Strandja Cup bronze medallist is
a stiff challenge from Chinese
Taipei’s Chen Nien-Chin. The
Indian had lost to Chen in the
semi-finals of the World Championships in New Delhi last year.
National champion and Makran Cup gold medallist Deepak
continued his good form with
another 5-0 win over Sri Lanka’s
Mutunaka Pedi Gedara.
Winner of two King’s Cup medals in Thailand, Rohit Tokas
(64kg) displayed speed and alertness in his 5-0 win over Afghani-

BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO

stan’s Nooristani Mohammad
Khaibar to enter the last-eight.
Kavinder Singh Bisht (56kg)
brought his gold medal-winning
form from the GeeBee tournament to open with a 5-0 victory
over Japan’s Subaru Murata.
Ashish Kumar (75kg) had to
dig deep to beat China’s Tanglatihan Tuohetaerbieke in a 3-2 split
verdict in an absorbing pre-quarter-final contest.
Manisha Moun, 21, of Haryana
made a promising start to her
campaign in 54kg with a 5-0 win
over Vietnam’s Do Nha Uyen to
enter the quarter-finals. The only
loss of the day for the Indian contingent was in women’s 48kg
where debutant Nitu succumbed
to a 1-4 defeat against China Taipei’s Pin Meng-Chieh.
On Sunday, all eyes will be on
Asian Games gold medallist Amit
Panghal (52kg) as he begins his
challenge against Taipei’s Tu
Po-Wei. Panghal, likely to face
reigning Olympic champion Hasanboy Dusmatov of Uzbekistan in
the quarter-finals, has been oozing confidence as he began the
2019 season with a gold at the
Strandja Cup. Ashish (69kg) and
Brijesh Yadav (81kg) too will be
seen in action on Sunday.
In the women’s section, fourtime Asian Championships gold
medallist Sarita Devi (60kg) will
start her hunt for a sixth medal
from this tournament when she
takes on Korea’s Gwon Sujin.

BURHAAN KINU/HT PHOTO

India unlikely to match 2017
success in Asian C’ships
Press Trust of India
n
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DOHA: A depleted Indian contingent is unlikely to repeat its
unprecedented top-table finish in
the last edition but is still
expected to win a substantial
number of medals when the
Asian Athletics Championships
begins on Sunday.
India had returned with a
record-breaking haul of 29 medals (12 gold, 5 silver, 12 bronze) in
the 2017 edition held in Bhubaneswar. China had finished second
with 20 medals.
But this time, the 42-member
Indian team is not expected to
achieve that success with several
athletes, including star javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra, missing
out due to various reasons,
including injuries.
Neeraj suffered an elbow
sprain during practice in Patiala
and is not defending the title he
had won in 2017. National record
holders Dharun Ayyasamy
(men’s 400m hurdles), M Sreeshankar (men’s long jump) and
Asian Games 800m gold medallist
Manjit Singh were also not
named in the team due to injuries.
Triple jumper Arpinder Singh,
training in the US, did just 16.34m
in the Federation Cup (qualification standard 16.50m) and later
said he’s focusing on the World
Championships to be held at the

n

Hima Das will begin her
campaign on Sunday.

GETTY

same venue in September.
Veteran Sudha Singh, winner
of the 3000m steeplechase gold in
2017, was named in the squad
despite missing the Federation
Cup — which served as the qualifying event — but the sports ministry did not clear her name.
Another athlete who won two
gold in 2017, Govindan Lakshman
(5000m and 1000m) was not picked
as he could not finish on the
podium in the Federation Cup.
This could be a big dampener
following the Jakarta Asian
Games high when the country
won 19 medals including seven
gold. The first day on Sunday will
decide eight gold and from the

Indian perspective, the women’s
400m race will be the most anticipated event. Sprinter Hima Das
will run the preliminary round in
the morning, while the final will
be held in the evening.
Bahrain’s Salwa Naser will
start overwhelming favourite in
the women’s quartermile event.
She had beaten Hima in the Asian
Games 400m final.
Hima has not been at her best
after she took a break to prepare
for her exams before coming back
to win the Federation Cup with a
time of 52.88 seconds.
The other Indians in the fray
are Annu Rani and Kumari Sharmila in women’s javelin final,
Parul Chaudhary and Sanjivani
Jadhav in women’s 5000m final,
Avinash Sable and Shankar Lal
Swami in men’s 3000m steeplechase final and Gavit Murali
Kumar and Abhishek Pal in
men’s 10000m final.
This Asian Championships is
crucial as the gold medallists get
automatic qualification to the
World Championships. This competition is also an ideal platform
to accumulate ranking points if
an athlete fails to achieve the stiff
entry standards prescribed by
the international federation.
Jinson Johnson (1500m),
Tejinder Singh Toor (shot put)
and women’s 4x400m relay team
could be considered as gold medal
contenders.
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standings

Team P

W

L Pts NRR*

CSK

9

7

2

14

0.101

MI

10

6

4

12

0.357

DC

10

6

4

12

0.16

KXIP 10

5

5

10 -0.044

SRH

8

4

4

8

KKR

9

4

5

8

0.256

RR

9

3

6

6

-0.474

RCB

9

2

7

4

-0.938

0.549

Updated till DC vs KXIP match

shortstories
DOING VOLUNTARY
SERVICE IN DC,
SAYS GANGULY
NEW DELHI: The BCCI appointed
ombudsman Justice (retd) DK Jain
on Saturday heard the views on
conflict of interest complaint
against Cricket Association of
Bengal president Sourav Ganguly,
who is also serving as the Delhi
Capitals mentor. Justice Jain heard
the Board’s counsel as well as
Sourav Ganguly who defended
himself. “I heard Sourav Ganguly,
BCCI and the three complainants. I
have given the Board and Ganguly four days to give their
written response,” said Jain.
According to PTI, in his deposition,
Ganguly said he was working in a
voluntary role with Delhi Capitals.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

4:00pm: Sunrisers
Hyderabad v Kolkata
Knight Riders
8:00pm: Royal Challengers Bangalore vs
Chennai Super kings, live
on Star Sports 1, SS1 HD,
SS 2, SS2 HD, SS Select 1,
SS Select 1HD

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE

6:00pm: Everton v
Manchester United;
8:30pm: Cardiff City v
Liverpool, live on Star
Sports Select 2 & SS Select
2HD; 8:30pm: Arsenal v
Crystal Palace, live on Star
Sports 3
LA LIGA

5:30pm: Getafe v Sevilla;
7:45pm: Real Madrid v
Athletic Bilbao, live on
Sony Ten 2 & Ten 2HD

TENNIS
MONTE CARLO
MASTERS

6:00pm: Finals, live on
Sony ESPN & ESPN HD

ht20

Named skipper, Smith takes
Royals to win over Mumbai
CHANGE OF GUARD Aussie hits fifty in five-wicket win over MI after team removes Rahane as captain

Somshuvra Laha
n

n

NEW DELHI: Just five months from
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COURSE
CORRECTION

JAIPUR: Before Saturday, the last

time Steve Smith spoke about the
‘leadership group’, it had left the
Australian dressing room
divided, in March, 2018. An irked
Mitchell Starc had made known
his irritation over his ex-captain
blaming the ‘leadership group’
for the ball-tampering fiasco in
the Cape Town Test against
South Africa.
Those two words were back on
Smith’s lips at the toss of his first
match as Rajasthan Royals captain this season against Mumbai
Indians. For him, Ajinkya
Rahane, the man he replaced, was
still part of his team’s ‘leadership
group’. But what he did not clarify was whether Rahane would
still be expected to provide inputs
from deep cover, deep midwicket, or even long on. Those
were the slots Rahane was mostly
positioned during the Mumbai
Indians’ innings as Smith called
the shots from extra cover.
Mumbai Indians managed
only 161/5 and Smith’s leadership
began on a positive note as the
former Australia skipper hit an
unbeaten 59 to guide Royals to
162/5 with five balls to spare.
QUIET RAHANE
Rahane is no Starc and no public
outburst is expected from a person of his calm disposition. For
someone who led RR to the playoffs in 2018, on return after a twoyear ban, the dethroning meant a
fresh blow to an already battered
image. He is no longer a regular in
India’s limited overs teams, and a
poor run in this IPL has seen him
lose captaincy after eight
matches. Despite the jolt, the
ex-skipper’s efforts showed sincerity, like in the 16th over when
he almost ran out Hardik Pandya
with an excellent throw. Again,
he walked up to Jaydev Unadkat
from long off the next over after
Kieron Pollard had smoked him
for six. Whatever Rahane told
him, the next ball from the leftarm pacer, a slow cutter, castled
the explosive West Indies batsman.
After that he was seen joining

Here’s a look at some big
names that got the boot
or stepped down as IPL
skippers…
Gautam Gambhir: Let go
ahead of the 2018 season, the
opener who took KKR to two
IPL titles, was named Delhi
Daredevils skipper. But he
stepped down after a slew of
defeats. Shreyas Iyer took over.
MS Dhoni: IPL’s biggest player,
who has led CSK to three titles,
was axed for the second
season by Pune Supergiants —
one of the two teams floated
during the two-year suspension of CSK and RR. Steve
Smith was named skipper.
VVS Laxman: He captained
Deccan Chargers the first year,
but after the team finished
last he was axed and Adam
Gilchrist took over.

n

Adam Gilchrist: Turned
Deccan Chargers’ fortunes
around, leading it to the title in
2009 in South Africa. Though
DC reached the play-offs the
next year, franchise didn’t bid
for Gilchrist in the 2011 auction,
instead appointing Sri Lanka’s
Kumar Sangakkara skipper.

Steve Smith scored a 48-ball unbeaten 59 with five fours and a six to help Rajasthan Royals register a
five-wicket win over Mumbai Indians in Jaipur on Saturday.
BCCI

Smith on a couple of occasions.
That was about it as the baton was
passed, in a typically unobtrusive
Rahane fashion.
However, Rahane’s drop was
in the offing. An official said on
condition of anonymity that the
change of guard was made known
to the players late on Friday after
informing BCCI, as is the norm
for change of captaincy. However, in the last couple of matches
it was Smith who could be seen
doing the bulk of field placements. Smith, on his part, used
the bowlers well on Saturday,
keeping his best bowlers Jofra
Archer and Unadkat for the last.
That meant despite a 97-run second wicket stand between Suryakumar Yadav and Quinton de
Kock, MI reached only 161 after

scoring 112 in 15 overs. Before
Saturday, Rahane had managed
201 in eight matches. Only 12 was
added in the ninth. Rahane has
looked impatient and vulnerable
and it was evident again.
Opening in the chase, Rahane
hit spinner Rahul Chahar for
back-to-back boundaries in the
fourth over. But he flattered to
deceive with his end coming in
the same over.
The 11-ball innings added
another chapter to Rahane’s tortuous journey this IPL. With each
day, the batsman who was so vital
to India till two seasons back,
seems to be withdrawing into
himself. He has not played an ODI
since February, 2018. In Tests too,
he has not scored a century since
August 2017.

scorecard
n

Mumbai Indians

n

Rajasthan Royals

Q de Kock c Stokes b Gopal 65 (47)

A Rahane c Yadav b Chahar 12 (12)

R Sharma c & b Gopal

Samson c Pollard b Chahar 35 (19)

5 (7)

S Yadav c Kulkarni b Binny 34 (33)

S Smith not out

Hardik lbw b Archer

23 (15)

B Stokes b Chahar

K Pollard b Unadkat

10 (7)

R Parag run out

B Cutting not out

13 (9)

A Turner lbw b Bumrah

0 (1)

S Binny not out

7 (4)

Krunal not out
2 (2)
n Extras (lb 5, w 4)
9
n Total (for 5 wkts, 20 ovs)
161
n FoW: 1-11, 2-108, 3-111, 4-124,
5-152.
n Bowling: Binny 3-0-19-1,
Kulkarni 3-0-31-0, Gopal 4-0-21-2,
Archer 4-0-22-1, Unadkat 4-046-1, Parag 2-0-17-0

59 (48)
0 (2)
43 (29)

n Extras (b 4, lb 2)

6

n Total (for 5 wkts, 19.1 ovs)

162

n FoW: 1-39, 2-76, 3-77, 4-147, 5-153
n Bowling: Hardik 4-0-31-0,

Krunal 2-0-24-0, Malinga 3.1-027-0, Chahar 4-0-29-3, Bumrah
4-0-21-1, Markande 2-0-24-0

ORDINARY SHOW
Barring R Ashwin’s fantastic
catch of Shikhar Dhawan running backwards, Kings XI Punjab
never rose above the ordinary
post Gayle’s departure. They
scored just 45 runs in the last five
overs and then the match was as
good as over when Delhi Capitals
raced to 60/1 after their Powerplay phase of six overs.
Well-compiled half-centuries
by Dhawan (56) and skipper
Shreyas Iyer (58no) ensured
Delhi Capitals were not too hassled chasing down Kings XI Punjab’s 163/7. They did that with two
balls to spare, reaching 166/5.
GAYLE RUTHLESS
Gayle could have changed the
script. He was in the mood too.
Amit Mishra knows, having
watched Gayle lay into him thrice
for monstrous sixes. With five
sixes and six boundaries, Gayle
took just 11 hits to score 54 of his
69 innings. Six of them came
against Lamichhane. Twice the
umpire asked for the ball to check
its condition after it was thrown
back from the farthest tiers.
Boosted by the stumping of KL

ing IPL and then performing,
the memories were erased.
They’d be erased completely
when I win a crucial game for
India next time. But it was a
great experience, I learnt how
to do so many things, learnt
how to handle media, social
media. My family, friends and
personal trainer, who was with
me at IPL last year, they all
helped me get out of it.

facetoface
VIJAY SHANKAR, India all-rounder
Khurram Habib
n
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MUMBAI: Board of Control for
HYDERABAD: With just nine ODIs

Hardik Pandya.

turning 40, Chris Gayle is an
antithesis of T20 cricket. He is not
interested in running; captains
usually have to hide him at fineleg and yet the Jamaican ranks
among the most sought after freelancers. You know why while
watching Gayle author another
T20 gem low on adrenaline but
flush with his trademark money
shots.
So in control was Gayle of his
innings at Kotla that only a
superbly coordinated relay catch
between Colin Ingram and Axar
Patel could have dismissed him
on a night of high quality bowling
by Delhi Capitals.
Ishant Sharma and Kagiso
Rabada were miserly, and Patel
took two wickets in addition to
being economical. But young legspinner Sandeep Lamichhane
will be hailed for a memorable
IPL haul; also probably for the
stick he got from Gayle before
exacting his revenge.

n

Kings XI Punjab

Rahul st Pant b Lamichhane 12 (9)
Gayle c Patel b Lamichhane 69 (37)
M Agarwal c R’ford b Rabada 2 (9)
D Miller c Shaw b Patel
7 (5)
M Singh st Pant b Patel
30 (27)
S Curran c & b Lamichhane 0 (4)
R Ashwin c Iyer b Rabada 16 (14)
H Brar not out
20 (12)
G Viljoen not out
2 (3)
n Extras (b 3, w 2)
5
n Total (for 7 wkts, 20 ovs)
163
n FoW: 1-13, 2-42, 3-61, 4-106,
5-106, 6-129, 7-151.
n Bowling: Ishant 4-0-29-0,
Lamichhane 4-0-40-3, Rabada
4-0-23-2, Mishra 4-0-41-0, Patel
3-0-22-2, Rutherford 1-0-5-0
n

Delhi Capitals

P Shaw run out
13 (11)
Dhawan c R Ashwin b Viljoen
56 (41)
S Iyer not out
58 (49)
R Pant c Curran b Viljoen
6 (7)
C Ingram b Shami
19 (9)
A Patel run out
1 (1)
S Rutherford not out
2 (2)
n Extras (b 1, lb 1, nb 2, w 7)
11
n Total (for 5 wkts, 19.4 ovs)
166
n FoW: 1-24, 2-116, 3-128, 4-155,
5-156
n Bowling: Shami 4-0-21-1, Curran
3.4-0-34-0, Viljoen 4-0-39-2, Brar
2-0-24-0, R Ashwin 3-0-26-0, M
Ashwin 3-0-20-0.

Rahul, Lamichhane started with
a slip but he dropped it short,
allowing Gayle to paddle it away
for a boundary.
Two balls later, he clubbed it
back at Lamichhane, the ball
almost taking his fingertips with
it to the boundary. A four past the
slow Ishant at fine-leg before he
sneaked another past point,
Gayle quickly forced Shreyas
Iyer to pull Lamichhane out of the
attack.
Only twice was he forced to
scramble to reach the crease.
Barring that Gayle’s innings was
all about hand-eye coordination
and a few ambles in the name of
singles.
Everything indicated that
Gayle was shaping up for something special. Ingram’s presence
of mind at the deep midwicket
boundary however nipped it in
the bud.

I get out of tough situations pretty well
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Abhishek Paul

HT Correspondent

Cricket in India’s Ombudsman
Justice(Retd) DK Jain fined Hardik Pandya and KL Rahul ~20
lakh each for their sexist comments on the popular Television
show, Kofee With Karan, aired in
January. Pandya and Rahul,
however, will face no further
action, clearing their participation in the 2019 World Cup.
The two had missed five ODIs
each as part of a provisional ban
handed by the Committee of
Administrators. The ban was
later lifted and two have been
included in India’s 15-member
squad for the May 30-July 14
World Cup.
In his order, the Ombudsman
instructed the two cricketers to
make a payment of ~1 lakh each to
“each of the most deserving widows of 10 constables in para-military forces who have lost their
lives while on duty, through ‘Bharat Ke Veer App’ and deposit ~10
lakh each in the fund “created by
the Cricket Association for the
blind”. All payments are to be
made within four weeks from the
date of the order — April 19, 2019
— failing which the BCCI may
deduct the amount from their

M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

Shreyas, Shikhar
take Delhi home
after Gayle blast

BCCI fines Rahul,
Pandya ₹20lakh
n

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
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match fees, the order said.
Pandya and Rahul had
deposed before the Ombudsman
in Mumbai ahead of the MI versus
KXIP game, last week.
“I have no hesitation in observing that the remarks made by the
player, even by his own admissions, did offend sensitivities,
which ought to have been
avoided. Hence, he must make
amends,” Jain stated in similar
orders for both. “Taking into consideration all these aspects, in
particular the fact that the player
has tendered an apology for the
incident without seeking to justify his action, has acknowledged
his duty to the society and
expressed his willingness to hold
himself to the higher standards
expected of him and has missed
five ODIs, in the interest of justice
and fair play, (the fine) would suffice.”

under his belt, Vijay Shankar
has emerged the surprise package, breaking into the World
Cup squad. The Tamil Nadu allrounder was described as
“three dimensional” by chief
selector, MSK Prasad. Shankar
is confident he will deliver if
thrust into the crucial No 4 slot.
In an interview, he says his ability to win matches got him into
the World Cup squad. Excerpts:

India No 4 are big shoes to fill?
Though I haven’t been told I’ll
bat there, I have got a whiff with
news around. The best thing to
have happened is in my initial
ODIs, I got to bat in different situations. I need to be really open
and adapt to situations. Right
now, I am focusing on what I
have here at SRH. I am not
thinking about the World Cup.
It is very important to do well
here and take the confidence
into the World Cup.

How are you gearing up for a genuine batsman’s role?
I believe in my work ethic. That
has got me to where I am right

now. I prepare in a way where I
put myself under pressure and
try and get out of it the best I
can. The New Zealand tour was
my first time there and I could
adapt — so it all boils down to
preparation. When I practise, I
try and prepare with specific
things in mind. About No 4, it is
about the situation. I can walk
in at 18/2 or at 200/2. If the situation demands I play the initial
overs carefully and then open
up, I should be ready to do it. If it
demands quick runs then I
should be ready for that too. I
simulate situations during
practice, being specific in what I
do. You don’t use the entire time
at practice. Out of three hours,
you’ll practice for maybe 1-1/2
hours, so you try to use it
wisely. It is about quality.

Has being an all-rounder, ‘3-dimensional’, been advantageous?
I got picked because I played in
different situations and got out
of those tough situations pretty
well. It showed them (selectors)
I can bat in tough times. In an
ODI in New Zealand, when I
walked in, we were 18/4. I made
45, which proved crucial, but
importantly, I enjoyed it (the
pressure). Because it was chal-

The Indian team seems to struggle
for fielders who can throw from the
deep, forcing Virat to field there.

n

Shankar says Rahul Dravid is his role model.

lenging, it was very satisfying.
To get the team out of that situation and win the game is very
satisfying. In the Nagpur ODI
(vs Australia) I had to bowl the
last over and defend 10 runs. I
did. I want to stand in the hot
spots in the field, where I can
keep getting the balls. I started
as an off-spinner, then began
bowling medium-pace. I enjoy
being like that and that’s how I
became an all-rounder.

You were down after the Nidahas
Trophy, you were trolled for making 17 off 19.
The first week was a nightmare;
it was difficult to even sleep.

GETTY IMAGES

Whatever I did, I was not doing
wholeheartedly because something was stopping me and
everyday it distracted me. But
just before the (2018) IPL I told
myself this is not the end of the
world. It has happened to top
players. It was just my first
game. I told myself to stay busy.
I didn’t give myself any free
moment because whenever I
had, I would get negative
thoughts. So, I’d either go for
practice, train, do a gym session
or engage with people around.
Whenever I’d go back to the
room, I’d sleep off and not even
watch TV. I ensured I did that
every day. Once I started play-

I don’t agree. Most players are
pretty good fielders. (As for me)
I field everywhere. I take the
responsibility of fielding at long
on, long off or deep midwicket.
Fielding is crucial.

Who is your role model?
Rahul Dravid. Also, I like to
mention my coach (S Balaji).
I’ve been working with him
since U-15. He has changed
everything about me.

How have SRH stars helped you?
I have been with the team in
2016 and 2017. The difference is
then I was not playing regularly, now I am. (Then) I used to
sit and keenly watch what they
were doing. I’d be thinking as a
captain, what the rival captain
is doing. This stint has been
great learning.

‘MIDDLE
ORDER
UNTESTED’
HYDERABAD: With Jonny

Bairstow about to end
his maiden IPL stint
after a couple of more
games, the focus is on the
fragile SRH middle order
in Sunday’s game vs
KKR as they gear up for
life after him. Both Bairstow and David Warner
have formed the best
opening pair of the IPL
which has papered the
cracks in the middle.
However, Bairstow and
Vijay Shankar, who himself wasted a couple of
opportunities, feel: “The
criticism is harsh.
Warner and I have done
well, so the others
haven’t got much time.”
Shankar concurred.
“The two have hit 66% of
our runs. The others
haven’t got enough time.
Getting to bat only in the
last 4-5 overs is always
tough. (But), yes I could
have come not out on a
couple of occasions.”
HTC
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(₹5.35 crore approx.)
BIG $771,290
That’s the total amount of money James Holzhauer, a professional
gambler from Las Vegas, has earned so far playing Jeopardy, an
NUMBER sports
American game show on air since 1964.

eyes
City avenge European loss to Solskjaer
strong finish
remain in control of title race
PREMIER LEAGUE Phil Foden nets early winner as defending champions return to top of standings
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MANCHESTER: Manchester City
exacted some measure of revenge
on Tottenham for their Champions League exit as Phil Foden’s
first Premier League goal earned
a 1-0 win to move them back top of
the table on Saturday.
Pep Guardiola’s men edge one
point ahead of Liverpool once
more with four games of a titanic
title race left for both sides.
For all their Champions
League heroics to get to the semifinals this season, Tottenham still
have much to do to qualify for the
competition next season as they
could easily end the Easter weekend outside the top four should
Arsenal and Chelsea beat Crystal
Palace and Burnley at home
respectively.
City’s quest for an unprecedented quadruple of trophies was
ended by defeat on away goals to
Spurs on Wednesday, despite
winning a thrilling quarter-final,
second leg 4-3. However, they
remain on course for a first ever
treble of domestic trophies in
England as they survived a nervy
finale thanks to another blistering start.
City have made a habit of firing
out of the blocks this season and
just like in midweek to kickstart
a kamikaze encounter, they
struck within five minutes.
Foden was making just his second Premier League start and
immediately justified Guardiola’s faith in the 19-year-old by
heading home Sergio Aguero’s
nodded pass across goal from
Bernardo Silva’s cross.
Spurs had numerous chances

n

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s Manchester United have lost five of their
REUTERS
last seven games in all competitions.

Agence France-Presse
n
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MANCHESTER: Ole Gunnar Sols-

n

Manchester City’s Phil Foden (left) celebrates his goal against Tottenham Hotspur at the Etihad Stadium on Saturday.

to strike back. Son Heung-min
had already forced Ederson in a
smart save from a narrow angle
before City scored and the Brazilian goalkeeper had to rush from
his goal once more to deny Christian Eriksen an equaliser on 15
minutes.
Two minutes later the Dane
played provider with a glorious

ball to free Son in behind the City
defence. However, the South
Korean, who scored twice in midweek to end City’s European
dreams for another season, was
caught up just in time
by Aymeric Laporte, who made a
perfectly timed last-ditch tackle.
DE BRUYNE INJURED

Guardiola’s decision to leave
Kevin de Bruyne out for the first
leg of the Champions League
quarter-final between the sides
was doubly questioned after the
Belgian bagged a brilliant hattrick of assists in midweek.
However, Guardiola’s reasoning for being cautious with his
playmaker after an injury-

GETTY IMAGES

plagued season was understandable as De Bruyne limped off
again just before the break and
may well now miss the rest of the
campaign. Both sides suffered
from their midweek exertions
and the blazing sun as the secondhalf meandered along at a much
more subdued pace.

kjaer has five games left in the
Premier League season to prove
conclusively that the club’s
hierarchy did not act too hastily
in making him Jose Mourinho’s
permanent successor last
month.
After a spectacular start as
caretaker manager of the club,
in which he won his first eight
games and lost just one of his
opening 17 matches in charge,
United have since suffered a
precipitous drop in form.
Five defeats have come in
United’s last seven games, a run
which has seen them exit the FA
Cup and Champions League
and left a top-four finish in serious doubt.
“When we came in, on the
19th of December and where
we’re at now, I think anyone
would have taken that now
we’ve got five games to see if we
can finish it off,” said Solskjaer.
United were emphatically
knocked out of the Champions
League quarter-finals at Barce-

lona, although Solskjaer does
not believe his team have any
added advantage by being able
to concentrate solely on the
league.
“I think it will give them
(United’s rivals) a boost playing
those games, that’s what you
want as a player,” he said.
“We’d have loved to have a
semi-final to play in but not the
case.
“These three games are our
short-term focus and we
shouldn’t think about anything
other than having a great week
ahead of us.”
REDS FACE CARDIFF
LONDON: Jurgen Klopp is adamant that their upcoming Premier League matches against
Cardiff and Huddersfield are
just as important as their
mouth-watering Champions
League semi-final against Barcelona as they chase down a
domestic and European double.
“These are all massive games,”
said Klopp ahead of Sunday’s
match in Cardiff.
“None of them are won
before we start.

Juventus clinch 8th straight Serie A title
Agencies
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

TURIN: Juventus won Serie A for
the eighth season in a row when
a 2-1 home win over Fiorentina
on Saturday gave them the title
with five games to spare.
Needing one point, Juventus
got off to a dreadful start when
they fell behind to a Nikola
Milenkovic goal in the
sixth minute, the Serb firing
into the roof off the net from
close range.
Federico Chiesa hit the post
for Fiorentina but Juventus levelled in the 37th minute when
Alex Sandro got away from the
Fiorentina defence to score with
a low near-post header from
Miralem Pjanic’s corner.
Chiesa struck the crossbar
again before halftime but Fiorentina defender German
Pezzella turned a Cristiano
Ronaldo cross into his own net
in the 53rd minute to hand Juve
the win.
Juventus have 87 points, 20
more than second-placed Napoli
who have six games left.

MILAN HELD BY PARMA
MILAN: Bruno Alves grabbed a
point for Parma to put AC
Milan’s Champions League
ambitions under pressure with
a 1-1 draw on Saturday, as
10-man Lazio’s European hopes
took a knock with a 2-1 defeat to
relegated Chievo.
Samu Castillejo came off the
bench after 66 minutes and had
an immediate impact when he
headed in a Suso cross three
minutes later for Milan.
Patrick Cutrone had a goal
ruled out for offside but minutes
later Alves snatched a point for

Lemar’s late strike
helps Atletico to a
narrow win at Eibar
EIBAR: Atletico Madrid’s record

signing Thomas Lemar came off
the bench to score late on and
snatch a 1-0 win at Eibar on Saturday, provisionally taking
Atletico six points behind La
Liga leaders Barcelona. France
winger Lemar settled an exciting
and open game in the 85th minute, racing towards the far post
to meet a pass from midfielder
Koke and slam the ball into the
net from close range.
“In the first half we thought
we could cause them more damage by playing a short passing
game and in the second half
things were more even and it
became clear whoever scored
first would win the game. Luckily it was us,” said Atletico coach
Diego Simeone.
REUTERS

n

Juventus players celebrate a goal during their 2-1 win over Fiorentina in Turin on Saturday.

14th-placed Parma with a curling free kick that left returning
Milan goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma helpless.
Milan remain fourth on
56 points but Roma are two
points behind in fifth before
they play third-placed Inter
Milan at the San Siro later on
Saturday.
Atalanta, sixth, can pull level
with Milan on points when they
travel to second-placed Napoli
on Monday.
“It wasn’t a great performance,” said Milan coach Gennaro Gattuso. “I expected to
come here and do more. Parma
made the most of that free kick
with a wonderful goal. They
deserved the point.”

LAZIO LOSE TO CHIEVO
But Lazio’s Champions League
hopes have been severely compromised with defeat against
Chievo in Rome.
A win would have put Lazio
within a point of AC Milan, but
the Roman side fell behind after
Sergej Milinkovic-Savic was
sent off after half an hour for
kicking out at Mariusz Stepinski after being fouled by the
Chievo striker.
Emanuel Vignato, 18, scored
his first goal for the Verona side
after 49 minutes with Përparim
Hetemaj heading in a second
two minutes later to seal a first
away win for the Flying Donkeys.
Felipe Caicedo pulled a goal

AFP

back for Lazio after 67 minutes
but Simone Inzaghi’s side
slipped to eighth place at the
expense of Torino who move
seventh with Cristian Anzaldi
scoring the solitary goal in
Genoa.
Chievo, who will return to
Serie B next season, had won
just one match this season
against second-from-bottom
Frosinone.
Bologna eased their relegation fears with a 3-0 win at home
against Europa League hopefuls
Sampdoria to move five points
clear of the relegation zone.
Cagliari beat relegation candidates Frosinone 1-0 thanks to
Joao Pedro’s 27th-minute penalty.

Nadal blown away by Fognini
in last four of Monte Carlo
Agencies
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MONTE CARLO: Rafael Nadal suffered a shock 6-4 6-2 semi-final
defeat against flamboyant Italian
Fabio Fognini at the Monte Carlo
Masters on Saturday, showing
rare signs of weakness five weeks
before the French Open.
The 11-time champion’s loss in
tricky conditions ended a series of
25 consecutive sets won on his
favourite clay as Fognini set up a
final showdown against Serbian
Dusan Lajovic.
“It was a tough day and he was
a difficult opponent,” said Nadal,
who has a 71-5 record in the principality.
“I am coming from low
moments in terms of injuries, and
in terms of the mental side it
has not been easy to accept all

the things that have been going
on.
“It was this kind of day that
everything was wrong.”
In windy conditions at the
Monte Carlo Country Club Nadal,
who has also won 11 French Open
titles, was overwhelmed by Fognini, who entered centre court
with all guns blazing.
The Italian was on a five-match
losing streak when he entered the
tournament but Fognini’s unpredictability, added to the weather
conditions, were eventually too
much for the Spanish world number two who bowed out on the
fourth match point.
It was world number 18 Fognini’s fourth career win against
Nadal in 15 encounters and his
third on tennis’ slowest surface.
Nadal had been bidding to
match Roger Federer’s record of

50 Masters finals.
Earlier, Lajovic reached his
first Masters final when he mastered the wind to beat Russian
Daniil Medvedev 7-5 6-1.
Lajovic trailed 3-0 and 5-1 in the
opening set before going through
the gears.
BARTY PULLS AUS LEVEL
BRISBANE: Australia and Belarus
shared the spoils on day one of
their Fed Cup semi-final in Brisbane Saturday with Ashleigh
Barty sweeping past Victoria
Azarenka while Aryna Sabalenka beat Samantha Stosur.
With the tie evenly poised at
1-1, the reverse singles on Sunday
will be critical, with world No. 9
Barty first up against 10th ranked
Sabalenka before the veteran
duo of Stosur and Azarenka
face off.
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PEOPLECRITICISE
YOUFORHAVING
ANOPINION...
Pooja Sharma

ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces in
our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film. It
is a complete commercial film.
I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked with.
Dulquer (Salmaan) is supercute and a great actor. So, I am
super-excited.
You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a

better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.
Any plans of debuting in the digital
space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be

Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion
PHOTO:
APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/
HOUSE OF
PIXELS

Rishabh Suri

foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In
India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But, eventually
it will be the only source of
entertainment and why not? I
don’t mind being the first one to
jump on the bandwagon.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,

e’s having a dream
run at the box office.
His last two films —
Andhadhun and Badhaai
Ho — have garnered
critical and commercial
acclaim. And
Ayushmann Khurrana’s
popularity is travelling
beyond borders along with
his films. Andhadhun has
neared the ₹250-crore mark
at the Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for him,
he tells us, “It is a huge
feat for me, and a great
achievement. There’s
validation that the scripts
I am choosing are not just
resonating with the masses
in India but also
internationally. This shows
that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and has an
international appeal. I feel
acknowledged. Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise is
that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when
he got the news about the
release in China.
“I was not thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one
of the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations
for sure. I was, in fact, not
thinking at all about the
Chinese release or how it
would fare there. It’s like a
great, happy surprise,” he
says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article

H

... Says actor Sonam
K Ahuja, although that
won’t deter her from
voicing hers

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on my
plate. I enjoy fashion and I like
wearing it. But, I don’t think
I’ve the knowledge to dictate
terms on fashion.

Ayushmann is
glad that his films
go ‘beyond borders’

Ayushmann Khurrana’s
Andhadhun has raked in about
₹250 crore at the Chinese box
office PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental
disorders...”. In response,
according to Pinkvilla, an
official spokesperson
from the film’s production
house has explained that
the film, in fact, inspires
everyone to accept the
distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
Kangana Ranaut and Rajkummar Rao
making a larger point.

15, in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,
in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and
it is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and elaborates
on what he keeps in mind
when choosing a script, “The
only thing I care for is that the
script has to be normal and
should have no reference
point in either Hindi or
international cinema.”
“So I am glad to be
getting scripts which are
unique, and which resonate
with the masses... either
about breaking a taboo or
dealing with social stigmas.
These kind of scripts appeal
to me.”
When in showbiz, it’s easy
to give in to the notion that
‘box office is the only king’.
But, not for Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do
‘middle of the road cinema’,
which is a great combination
of commerce and content. I
just follow my heart and gut
every single time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says.
When asked, Ayushmann,
who sings, does live shows
and writes poems, says,
“I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of now, it’s
a lot of fun to be just a
performer!”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

‘I am amazed by Tagore’s ‘Female actors getting their due but still a long way to go’
work’
P
ay disparity might have
been a concern in the
Hindi film industry, but
thing are changing, feels
Kriti Sanon. The actor says
female actors are getting what
they deserve monetarily.
“I’ve always believed that
pay has to be decided on the
amount of work that you
put in a film and the numbers
your films drive at the box
office. The situation is slowly
but steadily balancing out
where female actors are also
getting their monetary due.
But we still have a long way to
go,” says the Luka Chuppi
(2018) actor.
Ever since her debut in
Bollywood in 2014 with
Heropanti, Kriti has done her
fair share of women-centric
films and roles. Kriti feels
proud when films such as
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017), Stree
and Raazi (2018) do well.
Does she see a change in the
way women characters are

Rekha Bhardwaj
feels Rabindranath
Tagore’s songs
mirror what Sufi
music stands for;
adds his lyrics
inspire her till date
Nishad Neelambaran
ith songs such as
Namak (Omkara;
2006) and Kabira
(Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani; 2013) to her credit,
Rekha Bhardwaj has come a
long way since her debut in
1997 as a playback singer with
Chachi 420. Apart from her
work in the commercial
arena, the National Awardwinning singer is also known
for her independent tracks
and albums. Rekha will be
seen performing at the event
titled, Bongo Shongo presents
Tagore & We Live, in the city,
today.
As the name suggests, the
evening will focus on
Rabindra Sangeet. Ask Rekha
about her performance, and
she says, “I will be performing
with Kolkata-based musicians
Sourendro Mullick and
Souymojit Das. Considering
that there will be a likeminded audience, we will
combine thumri with
Rabindra Sangeet.
Tagore’s songs are based on
raagas like Patdeep and
others.”
When asked about her
understanding of Rabindra
Sangeet, she says that there is
a lot of in-depth meaning in
Tagore’s poems and songs.
“Each time I prepare a new
song, I am amazed by his
work. All the songs have a
deeper meaning to it. For
instance, if he is talking about
rains, it is not just rains that
he is focusing on. He talks
about a lot of other things
too,” she says, adding,
“Another thing that I really

W

perceived in the film
industry? “Most definitely,”
she says, adding, “It’s the best
time for women in cinema and
we have the audience to thank
for that. They have been
accepting of stories around
female protagonists that are
today drawing in figures on
par
with top male stars.”
But ultimately, it’s the
content that matters, she
asserts. “The content has
today become the king, and
the deciding factor, which is
great,” Kriti says.
Luka Chuppi, which
starred the 28-year-old
alongside Kartik Aaryan,
followed a couple living-in
together in Mathura and the
ensuing complications. The
film has crossed ₹90 crore at
the Indian box office. And the
actor is happy with the
audience’s response, which
bodes well for other subjects
that have so far been

considered taboo.
“Our idea wasn’t to state
that one should go for live-in
relationships in general. But
yes, we did want to stir the
audiences a bit and leave
them with the thought that
everyone has the right to lead
their lives according to their

wishes and we shouldn’t
judge them for that,” Kriti
shares.
The actor now has an
interesting slate of work, with
Arjun Patiala, the historical
drama Panipat, and the
comedy Housefull 4.
“I’m in a good space right

now in my life where I’m
getting to do the kind of work I
really want to. All these films
belong to different genres and
I’m glad I took those decisions
in choosing different kinds of
roles and films because I feel
that’s the only way you can
IANS
grow.”

Kriti has done
her fair share
of womencentric films
and roles.
PHOTO: IANS

like about Rabindra Sangeet
is that even though he wrote
in Bengali,
his songs also have a very
close relation to Sufi music.”
Explaining the connection
between Rabindra Sangeet
and Sufi music, she says, “A
lot of his work is for the
beloved, which is considered
to be the God in this case. This
is the same in Sufi. Any love
poem in Sufi — be it about
longing, separation or

All of Tagore’s songs
have a deeper
meaning to it.
REKHA BHARDWAJ,
SINGER
togetherness, it is all
dedicated to the beloved, who
is also considered to be the
god.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

I’m getting to do the kind of work I want to. All these
films belong to different genres and I’m glad I took
those decisions in choosing different kinds of roles and
films because I feel that’s the only way you can grow.
KRITI SANON ACTOR

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

02

htcity ENTERTAINMENT

NYONG’OINSPIRED
RAPPTOSPEAK
OUTABOUTSPACEY

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

Istruggledto
breakthe
stereotype:
MaanviGagroo

After playing
minor roles in No
One Killed
Jessica (2011)
and PK (2014),
Maanvi Gagroo
went to do web
shows which
catapulted her to
fame
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MAANVIGAGROO

Sangeeta Yadav

T

In October 2017,
Anthony Rapp
alleged that Kevin
Spacey made an
unwanted sexual
advance toward
him in 1986, when
Rapp was 14
PHOTO: RICHARD

PHOTO: CHRI
STOPHER
SMITH/AP

ctor Anthony Rapp says
he was inspired to speak
out against actor Kevin
Spacey after he read
actor Lupita Nyong’o’s
moving first person account
about Harvey Weinstein.
Weinstein, once a powerful
Hollywood producer, fell
spectacularly from grace after
multiple women, including
actors Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Angelina Jolie,
and Nyong’o, came forward to
allege him of sexual
harassment. Allegations
against Weinstein sparked the
#MeToo movement in
Hollywood, inspiring others to
share their stories of sexual
harassment. Rapp, who was
first to speak out against
Spacey, says he was initially
not sure about coming forward
but once he read the account
by Nyong’o, he changed his
mind.
“I was following along with
the Harvey Weinstein stories
to some degree, but I wasn’t,
like, diving into them. … And I
hadn’t yet really made the
connection for myself. Lupita
Nyong’o wrote a first person
piece in The New York Times

A

SHOTWELL/AP

about her experience with
Harvey. And as they go, she
was pretty fortunate in that
she was able to avoid the worst
of it, but she wrote so
beautifully and eloquently
about what experience was
like for her... Coupled with it
was the knowledge that that
had been going on for decades
to so many people, and that I
knew for a fact several people
in my own circle who had had
experiences with Kevin
Spacey, that it was like that
was when the penny dropped,
and I had to do something. It
wasn’t about my own
experience, it really was not
about airing out my own
laundry... I thought that would
be the only way that we could
stop him,” Rapp said on a
podcast.
Other people soon came
forward against Spacey,
leading to the him being
kicked out of House of Cards.
and All the Money in the
World. Rapp says he is happy
that Spacey is no longer in the
position to abuse others. “He
won’t be in a position of
power..., where he can do
PTI
things,” he said.

Musicians will
become bigger
than actors:
Jubin Nautiyal

Samarth Goyal
inger Jubin Nautiyal
feels that the future will
be better for musicians,
thanks to the umpteen
platforms available in the
virtual world. “I am sure that
right now many musicians
can foresee a sort of money
issue (in terms of revenue
from streaming platforms),
but I have a very different
prediction about the

S

I am not one of those actors who stepped into
films through TV, says Chahat Khanna
Rishabh Suri
issing from showbiz for
some time now, actor
Chahat Khanna is raring
to get back into the groove. She
has signed the Bollywood film
Prasthaanam, in which she
plays actor Sanjay Dutt’s
daughter.
On what her role is all
about, she tells us, “It’s one of
the most important characters
in the film. Manisha (Koirala,
actor) is playing an important
character, and so is (actor) Ali
Fazal, who plays my brother.
The film revolves around all of
us. It’s a big-budget political
drama that will release this
summer. Our fingers are
crossed.”
Currently, Chahat is
juggling a lot of things, apart
from this film, such as “being
an entrepreneur”, and also
taking care of her two
daughters, Zohar and Amaira.
Doesn’t it get tough managing
all these things as a single

M
Chahat
Khanna
shot to
fame with
the show
Bade
Achhe
Lagte Hain
HT PHOTO

Joel Edgerton to star
in a web drama
ctor-director Joel
Edgerton has boarded the
cast of Barry Jenkins’
web series The Underground
Railroad. The 44-year-old joins
actors Thuso Mbedu, Chase W
Dillon, and Aaron Pierre in the
project, which is an adaptation
of Colson Whitehead’s book of
the same name, according to
Variety.
The 11-episode series will
follow young Cora’s (Mbedu)
journey as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom.

A

After escaping her Georgia
plantation for the rumoured
Underground Railroad, Cora
discovers no mere metaphor,
but an actual railroad full of
engineers and conductors, and
a secret network of tracks and
tunnels beneath the ground.
Edgerton, who starred and
directed in Boy Erased (2018)
will portray Ridgeway, a slave
catcher. Jenkins will be
directing all the episodes and
will also executive produce the
project.
PTI

Joel Edgerton

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

mother? “It’s very difficult.
But my elder daughter is a big
helping hand. She’s two-and-ahalf, and Amaira is one-and-ahalf. It gets tough at times, and
I feel I can’t do this. But it’s all
happening. Unless someone
asks me the question how
difficult it is, I don’t realise it,”
says Chahat.
The actor shot to fame with
the show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain, but left the show midway
due to personal reasons. On
whether she is looking
forward to get back into TV,
she says, “Leaving the show
was my decision. I can’t say
that I don’t want to do TV. It
has given me all the fame I
have currently. I can’t
think about not doing TV
at all. I don’t want to be
called the film star who
stepped into films after
using TV as a stepping
stone. I am not one of
them. Why can’t I do films,
ads, and TV all together?”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

working for you. There are
times when you have so much
work and a lot of stuff
happening, so the struggle is to
maintain your sanity and keep
yourself rooted,” she says.
For her, working on TV was
never an option as she couldn’t
connect with the TV’s style of
storytelling. “It was a
conscious choice to stay away
from TV because the kind of
content that was on TV, I
couldn’t connect to and
personally didn’t want to be a
part of,” she explains.
It was then that the digital
platform became the stepping
stone for budding artists like
her to carve a niche for
themselves.
“There is so much of
variety and a whole gamut of
different topics that people are
thinking to get their teeth into.
It’s a great thing to be busy and
to be able to harness whatever
you have been wanting to
show for such a long time,”
Maanvi says.
She adds, “As you grow in
your personal life and the kind
of experiences you have had
working on different roles and
with different people, you are
bound to evolve and it’s bound
to show in your performance
as well.”

he instant fame and
recognition one gets from
the web has changed the
lives of many actors who were
struggling to get significant
roles in films. And so is the
case with actor Maanvi
Gagroo, who after playing
minor roles in No One
Killed Jessica (2011) and
PK (2014), made a shift to web
and became one of the first
female stars of the digital
platform.
“I don’t think there is a
single actor who doesn’t want
to do films. But the kind of
roles I was getting were the
ones that I didn’t want to do
for various reasons. There
is a lot of stereotyping as
well that happens as per
your looks and the roles
you played in the past,”
Maanvi says.
It was a constant struggle
for her to break the stereotype
due to her being overweight
and chirpy.
“As an actor, we go through
different phases of struggle.
Sometimes it is about finding
the right kind of work,
sometimes to say no to the
kind of work you don’t want to
do. The struggle is to break out
from whatever you think isn’t

Singer Jubin Nautiyal’s
single Chitthi has
crossed the 27 million
mark on YouTube

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

future of the music
industry,” says Jubin.
“I think the internet is
going to become even bigger
than what it is right now.
When that happens, this
country will have multiple
mega stars [from the music
industry]. In about five years,
I think that musicians will
become really big stars, so
much so that they might get
bigger than acting
celebrities,” gushes Jubin,
who recently released
his independent
single Chitthi, which
has crossed 27 million
hits ever since its
release on YouTube.
The 29-year-old isn’t
making a prediction “just
like that” and feels there are
many reasons why he feels
his prediction will be correct.
“I think right now we are
using only 30% of the
internet. Once it gets bigger,
then imagine [its impact, as]
we are a country of 1.3 billion
people. We (musicians) will
have that many listeners,
who will have access to
internet, and will listen to
music,” he says.
And Jubin feels the day he
envisions is not far. “Even
now, we are getting a bigger
reach, and touching more
lives (with our music). We
have more fans, we are
making more music and
more music is being
consumed right now. That’s
why, according to me, we are
going to be in a very good
place in the future. There is
going to be everything for
everyone,” he concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo
reunite for a comedy film
merican actors Kristen
Wiig and Annie Mumolo,
who penned the Oscarnominated script of the
romantic-comedy film
Bridesmaids (2011), are
teaming up for another
comedy film, Barb and Star Go
to Vista Del Mar.
Wiig and Mumolo will cowrite and co-star in the
upcoming film, which
will be directed by
Josh Greenbaum,
reported Variety.
“I’m so excited
to be a part of
this movie
which showcases
Kristen and Annie’s
original, fresh and
undeniably hilarious voice in
spades. I’m also always
looking for projects with titles
that rhyme, so it really all
worked out on this one,”
Greenbaum said.

A

The story focuses on two
best friends — Barb and Star
(played by Wiig and Mumolo)
— who leave their small midwestern town for the first time
to go on vacation in Vista Del
Mar, Florida. They soon find
themselves tangled up in
adventure, love and a villain’s
evil plot to kill everyone in
town.
Apart from this, Wiig will be
next seen as Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 1984 and in
Where’d You Go, Bernadette.
Mumolo most recently
wrote the story for David O
Russell’s 2015 movie Joy,
based on the life of Joy
Mangano, starring actor
Jennifer Lawrence.
On the acting front, Mumolo
starred in a regular comedy
series, About a Boy. She also
featured in This is 40 (2012),
Afternoon Delight (2013), Bad
Moms (2016), and The Boss

Kristen Wiig (left) and Annie
Mumolo (above) will co-write
and co-star in the upcoming film
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK

(2016).
Barb and Star Go to Vista
Del Mar is expected to release
in 2020.

ANI
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TOFEED OR NOT TO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society in
Mumbai fined a woman
resident ₹3.6 lakh for
feeding stray dogs in the
society premises. A few days
earlier, a fight between two
residents of a posh Gurgaon
society got ugly and physical,
when one objected to the other
feeding stray dogs. When the
news was being narrated in
the news meeting, my boss
shook his head and said,
“Mark my words, the next civil
war will be fought between
animal lovers and those who
they think cause nuisance.”
The word play may have been
extreme, but what he said
comes from a deep sense of
understanding of a societal
problem that’s growing at an
alarming rate. Well, just as the
number of stray dogs in India
— 30 million, as per a 2016
report published in
Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

S

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

Reese embraces her grey
hair and fine lines
The actor says
she feels like
she has earned
them and they
signify her
maturity and
point of view
ctor-filmmaker Reese
Witherspoon, who
recently celebrated her
43rd birthday, has
opened up about getting older
and embracing this new phase
of life.
Stating that she prefers
being a 43-year-old woman
with grey hair and fine lines,
the actor says, “I just feel like
I earned that grey hair and my
fine lines. I like ‘em. I so
prefer 43 to 25.”
“I have a point of view
because I’ve been on this
planet for 43 years, and I
didn’t feel that same way
when I was 25. I didn’t have
the same things to say. I’m 43
and I’ve had a whole bunch of
experiences, and I can speak
with thoughtfulness about the
changes I’d like to see in the
world,” People quoted an
extract from Witherspoon’s
recent interview with Allure.
While she happily
embraces her grey hair, when
it comes to keeping her blond
locks golden yellow and
shiny, the Big Little Lies actor
relies on her go-to colourist of
15 years, Lorri Goddard.

PHOTO: HILARY
BRONWYN
GAYLE/AP

A
humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni
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the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.

“It takes three hours to
have my highlights done, no
joke. I go every seven or eight
weeks. I’m starting to get grey
around the edges of my
hairline. Lorri doesn’t like to
call them greys, though. She
says they’re ‘hyper-blondes’,”
the Home Again (2017) actor
ANI
shares.

...I didn’t feel that
same way when I was
25. I’m 43 and I’ve had
a whole bunch of
experiences, and
I can speak with
thoughtfulness about
the changes I’d like to
see in the world.
REESE WITHERSPOON
ACTOR-FILMMAKER

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a

A

single dad who loses his home
to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the

situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re
all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

Clint Eastwood’s
last film was
2018’s The Mule
PHOTO: CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is
determined to throw a
festival for his island
community”. Rihanna plays
his girlfriend and musical
inspiration Kofi Novia.
Glover’s younger brother
Stephen has written the
screenplay for the
PTI
film.

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island
PHOTO: JOEL C
RYAN/AP

Clint may direct film
on wrongly accused
security guard
eteran actor-filmmaker
Clint Eastwood might
direct The Ballad of
Richard Jewell, a look at a
security guard whose life gets
turned upside down after
media reports identified him as
a possible suspect in the 1996
Atlanta Olympics bombing.
Actors Jonah Hill and
Leonardo DiCaprio will no
longer appear in the movie.
Their involvement will be
limited to producing the film,
reports Variety magazine.
Eastwood circled the project
several years ago before opting
to direct the
2016 drama Sully. Director
Ezra Edelman was last
person to consider the
project. Captain Phillips (2013)
screenwriter Billy Ray is
writing the script, which
will be based on a Marie
Brenner article in Vanity Fair.

V

RICHARD JEWELL
HAD REPORTED ON A
BOMB AT THE 1996
ATLANTA OLYMPICS,
ONLY TO FIND
HIMSELF SUSPECTED
AS PART OF THE PLOT
Jewell reported on the
knapsack bomb at the
1996 Summer Games and
helped clear bystanders — only
to find himself
suspected of being involved
in the plot.
He was cleared as a
suspect three months later and
died in 2007 of a heart attack at
the age of 44.
IANS
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HT CITY ADVENTURE WEEKENDS-Motorcycle ride to Solan Hills
TWENTY MOTORCYCLING ENTHUSIASTS FROM THE
TRICITY, LUDHIANA, JALANDHAR, AMRITSAR AND NCR
CAME TOGETHER FOR AN EXCITING OVERNIGHT
WEEKEND RIDE DURING THE FIRST EDITION OF
HT CITY WEEKEND ADVENTURES.

"Jobs fill your pockets but
adventures fill your soul"
~Jaime Lyn Beatty

M

ost people view adventure as
something that is undertaken
as a break from the mundane
routine, for others adventure
is a way of life.
Museums and cocktail sipping don't make
the cut anymore when it comes to travel.
More and more of us look forward to
adventurous trips that allow us to explore
ourselves in various ways. Hindustan Times
recently launched HT City Adventure
Weekends to satiate this quest for adventure
and discovery of new experiences.
The first edition of HT City Adventure
Weekends took off with a high adrenalin
weekend motorcycle ride to a magnificent
destination in the hills rightly called PepTurf
Heaven's Retreat (PHR), located 95 kms from
Chandigarh at a height of 6500 ft above sea
level.
20 super-bikers from the region including
some who specially drove down from Delhi,
Jalandhar and Ludhiana to be a part of the
escapade, stared their journey early

Driving superbikes in our kind of
traffic is paradoxical to our most
primal instinct to preserve our life at
all costs. Even so, more and more
people are taking to biking in a big
way. There are multiple reasons why some have a passion for travelling to
corners of the earth on their
motorcycles; others find it very
liberating and get deep sense of
freedom, makes them feel more
‘connected' to the world; while some do
it for the adrenaline fix that the speed
provides; great friendships are fostered
from the brotherhood of riding; there is
a positive impact on mental and
physical health; motorcycle riding acts
as a stress buster; and more!

morning, fully geared up for the twisties of
the Himalayan foothills, from Extreme Sports
Bar and Grill, Sector 22, Chandigarh.
The Kawasakis, Harleys, Hondas,
Triumphs, Royal Enfields took their first halt
at Fern Surya Resort, Dharampur, Kasauli
Hills, where the riders had breakfast at the
Celeste, the multi-cuisine restaurant of the
resort, and sunbathed for a while in the wellappointed courtyard, before taking off for

the three-hour journey to PHR.
Road to PHR was the adventure lover's
wish fulfilled, specially the track after
crossing Solan, to PHR, Dharon Ki Dhar. On
reaching PHR, the riders indulged in
adventure sports like zipline and confidence
rope course. PHR is also an adventure hub
with host of activities which include rock
climbing and valley crossing. They enjoyed a
delightful evening with unmatched
hospitality, delicious cuisines and breathtaking experiences amidst very serene
landscapes.
On the second day, Col (retd.) Manoj
Malhotra, CEO PepTurf conducted the riders
to a hike to Jung Thapa Fort, through
untouched pristine oak and cedar forests.
Jung Bahadur Thapa Fort, a 16th century
monument, is the second highest point in
district Solan after Karol Tibba. The fort
overlooks Shimla, Sirmaur, Solan and Chail.
Post lunch, the riders headed back to
Chandigarh and further to their respective
destinations after enjoying 2 days of doing
what they love most.
HT City Weekend Adventures will be
organising more such getaways going by the
popular demand which it witnessed for the
first edition. Check HT City for more
adventurous weekends soon.

For suggestions and comments write in to
siddhartha.dhir@hindustantimes.com.
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RIDERS AT A GLANCE

‘May your trails be crooked, winding, dangerous, leading
to the most amazing view. May your mountains rise into
and above the clouds.’
~~Edward Abbey

NAMIT KUMAR

VIPIN CHAUHAN

Namit is from the city beautiful and came for
the HT City Adventure Weekends getaway
riding his Kawasaki Z900. He has owned the
Honda CBR250R and the Kawasaki Ninja 250
in the past. He shares his passion for
motorcycles and says, 'I have always felt a
deep connection with motor cycles. It is quite
a visceral feeling when you ride a bike. The
wind blowing across your face, sound of the
engine and the freedom you feel cannot be
felt on any other machine.' With a dream to
cover the length and breadth of the country,
he has already ridden to Kasauli, Shimla,
Solan, Amritsar and many more. Besides
being a biker, Namit likes to call himself 'a
collector of ink' - he is a tattoo aficionado. 'I
like to think of my body as a canvas and
through this canvas I like to showcase my
personality and my experiences.'

Vipin has been riding bikes since he was he
was very young and came specially from
Noida to join the HT City Adventure
Weekends maiden ride. Vipin shares that
that he has had a great experience riding
with HT and is planning to join the next ride
as well. Vipin's first bike was Yamaha
RX100 and now owns a Harley Davidson Iron
883 Sportster and a Royal Enfield
Thunderbird. He rides with a passion to
discover the world and can be found driving
on his bikes whenever there is any time to
spare. Vipin has travelled the entire north of
India, and extensively in Himanchal
Pradesh, Rajasthan, UP and Uttarakhand.
Vipin who is a banker (Branch Head Equitas
Bank), is living up his passion for bikes and
loves to share biking experiences with
fellow bikers.

ASEEM SINGH RANDHAWA

DEEPAK CHAUHAN

Aseem came all the way from Amritsar for
the HT Weekend Adventures ride on his
Triumph Speedmaster. He also owns a Royal
Enfield Classic 350. Aseem has graduated
from UK and has lived in Germany before
finally moving to India to pursue his
profession of cinematography/photography
and music production. Riding a motorcycle
for Aseem is a stress buster. He feels that,
'Riding refreshes and replenishes my mind
and body with moving energy that moves
the soul. Singing and listening to music
while riding is bliss.' He has biked to Kasol,
Malana, Pathankot, Bhuntar, Ferozpur,
Bathu ki Ladi, Bir Billing, and more locations
in Punjab. 'There is so much more to
explore', he says. He feels riding his
motorcycles keeps his body and mind, sharp
and active. He vows to join every HT City
Adventure Weekends ride, after the
'fabulous' experience he has had with the
first edition.

Deepak lives in Chandigarh is extremely
passionate about bikes. His first bike was a
Shogun 110, after which he has owned a
Yamaha 100 cc, RD 350 stock model, a Bullet
350, Honda CBR Fire Blade and Harley
Davidson 750. Now he rides the Kawasaki
Z900. Deepak has traversed most of
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and lots of
places in Punjab. He plans to conquer
Rajasthan next. He feels that no road is too
long if you have good company. Deepak, who
is a national head for a renowned real estate
company, shares his thoughts on
motorcycling, 'Life isn't always beautiful but
it's a beautiful ride. I just love the rumble of
my bike engine as it's cruising down the road
especially when I am on it.' He shares his
views on being in control of the fast
superbikes, 'When speed gets in the blood
one must drive to live. Never ride faster than
your guardian angel can fly. Bike to work;
bike to play; bike tomorrow, bike today.'

KAMAL GILL

YUVRAJ VERMA

Kamal who owns a Triumph Daytona 675,
started by riding the Bajaj Pulsar a few
years ago. Riding for Kamal is unadulterated
happiness on two wheels. He shares that
whenever he is blue and lonely, a ride on
the Daytona and his worries disappear with
the wind. Kamal has biked to Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and is
planning a trip to Spiti next. A singer and
song writer by profession, he feels
understanding the nuances of the handling
of your bike is the most important while
riding.

Yuvraj of Chandigarh who is teaching at DAV
College, Sector 10 and pursuing PhD in
Physics rode to the HT Adventure Weekend
ride on his Royal Enfield Thunderbird. He
shares, ‘The most freeing feeling I have ever
experienced in my life is when I am on the
road with my bike. Controlling a heavy
machine in such an elegant way makes me
want to keep on riding. This was my first
trip of this kind and I had a wonderful time.
Before this, I've just visited Kasauli and
Shimla on my bike with friends.’

Fern Resort: The first
pit stop
A
s Himalayas rise on the borders of
Himachal Pradesh from the plains
of Punjab, The Fern Surya Resort is
nestled in the heart of the hills, amidst
addictive scenic beauty of the misty green
mountains. Here, the pine forest grows in
harmony with many other broad leave
forests and is an ideal choice of
destination for the leisure traveler as well
as corporate traveler, offering great value,
luxury and service that is personal and
par excellence. The stunning beauty of
nature all around with a contemporary
twist promises guests an experience,
which is both intimate and inspiring.
The resort is located at a 55 km
distance from the Chandigarh
International Airport and 5 km distance
from the Dharampur Railway station and
bus stand. We offer different room
categories ranging from honeymoon suite,
cottages and superior rooms. Each room
offers a breath-taking view of the valley,
providing the perfect view to curl in.
The resort has a multi cuisine
restaurant, Celeste, where Himachali thali
is in the offing if someone wants to enjoy
Himachali cuisine. Pine Lounge is the inhouse bar where one can enjoy a variety
of cocktails while soaking in the views of
the hills.

Other amenities include indoor
swimming pool, gymnasium, spa, indoor
as well as outdoor games and activities.
There is conference room and meeting
rooms for corporate events while, the
luscious lawns provide an ideal venue for
hill station weddings with the valley as
the backdrop.
The Fern Surya Resort is a leading
environmentally sensitive resort and
provides something special for everyone.
Website https://www.fernhotels.com/rooms/thefern-surya-resort-dharampur.html
Instagram - thefernsurya
Facebook - The Fern Hotels & Resorts
Contact Details: (M) +91-8709247325
(E) om.fr.kasuali@fernhotels.com
info.fr.kasauli@fernhotels.com

PEPTURF
Heaven’s
Retreat:
The
destination

P

ep Turf Heaven's
Retreat (PHR), which
at 6500 ft is a
beautiful resort is paradise
for outdoor camping, family
getaways, wellness retreats
and corporate off sites. PHR
which is situated on top of
hill surrounded by pine and
oak forests provides
magnificent views of the
valleys in Solan and Sirmaur
districts and majestic
Churdhar Peak.
Professionally run by exmilitary and navy team
headed by Col (retd.) Manoj
Malhotra and Jagmohan
Thakur, PHR has an integral
adventure zone where soft
and moderate adventure
sports are conducted
following impeccable safety
procedures. One can choose
for the stay between luxury
cottages, deluxe rooms,
family cottages and for
bigger groups, and
beautifully designed
dormitories as well. Each of

these stays has valley
facing balconies which
provide beautiful views
from sunrise to sunset.
PHR is just three hours
from Chandigarh, and can
accommodate up to 150
students or 100 adults for
innovative programs
conducted by PHR outdoor,
wellness and leadership
trainers. Many schools from
Tricity have patronized
camps at PHR and a number
of corporates have also
successfully conducted

offsites in the first year of
its existence itself.
Interestingly, Dharon ki
Dhar experiences 6-8 inches
snowfall every year in
January and February.
making it an all-weather
destination.

PHR has its booking office at
Chandigarh and can be
contacted at
reservations.phr@gmail.com
or on telephone no.
0172-417 0947, 9530556414.
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Kalank 10:05AM 10:45AM 01:15PM
01:55PM 04:25PM 05:05PM 07:35PM
08:15PM 10:45PM 11:25PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:25AM
12:55PM 03:25PM 05:55PM 08:25PM
10:55PM

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 11:30AM 12:15PM
03:00PM 03:55PM 06:30PM
07:35PM 10:00PM 10:35PM 11:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
03:20PM 08:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:40AM
05:35PM
Kesari 12:10PM

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Kalank 10:00AM 10:45AM 11:30AM
12:15PM 01:00PM 01:35PM 02:20PM
03:05PM 03:50PM 04:35PM
05:10PM 05:55PM 06:40PM
07:25PM 08:10PM 08:45PM
09:30PM 10:15PM 11:00PM 11:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
12:45PM 03:30PM 06:15PM
09:00PM 11:45PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 10:00AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 10:10AM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:15AM

Taylor Swift

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Jersey Telugu 01:20PM
Kesari 04:35PM
The Tashkent Files 07:50PM
Badla 10:55PM

The Tashkent Files 04:20PM
Kesari 07:15PM

PVR: ELANTE 4DX CHANDIGARH

Kalank 11:00AM 02:35PM 06:10PM
09:45PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

Shazam! English 10:30AM 03:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 01:30PM
06:50PM 09:10PM 11:30PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 10:10AM 11:20AM
12:35PM 01:45PM 02:55PM 04:10PM
05:20PM 06:30PM 07:45PM
10:05PM 11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:00AM
05:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 12:45PM
09:00PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
03:05PM 08:10PM 11:20PM
Kesari 10:55PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Kalank 09:15AM 09:45AM 10:25AM
12:40PM 01:10PM 04:05PM 04:35PM
07:30PM 08:00PM 10:15PM 11:00PM
11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:45AM
01:50PM 03:15PM 05:45PM 10:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 01:15PM
08:15PM

TIMOTHY WILL
MISS LUKE PERRY
ctor Timothy Olyphant
has said he had a great
time working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on Quentin
Tarantino’s upcoming film
Once Upon a Time in
Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 09:55AM 10:50AM
11:45AM 12:35PM 01:30PM 02:25PM
03:20PM 04:10PM 05:05PM
06:00PM 06:55PM 07:45PM
08:40PM 09:35PM 10:30PM
11:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
10:30AM 11:45AM 01:15PM 02:30PM
04:00PM 05:15PM 06:45PM
08:00PM 10:45PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:20AM
11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 03:50PM
09:00PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
Badla 01:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 06:10PM
Kesari 09:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Kalank 10:20AM 12:00PM 01:55PM
03:35PM 05:30PM 07:10PM
09:05PM 10:45PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH

SQUARE, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 09:25AM
10:00AM 12:20PM 01:40PM
03:30PM 03:55PM 05:20PM
07:00PM 07:25PM 09:00PM
10:00PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
02:35PM 08:00PM 10:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:30AM
12:45PM 04:30PM 07:15PM 10:30PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 11:35AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi 01:05PM
Kesari 04:50PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:15AM 10:20AM 11:15AM
12:30PM 01:50PM 02:45PM
04:00PM 05:20PM 06:15PM
07:20PM 08:45PM 09:45PM
10:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:30AM
12:00PM 02:30PM 08:00PM
10:30PM
Kesari 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 09:40AM
10:30AM 12:15PM 12:55PM 02:10PM
03:55PM 05:50PM 07:35PM
09:30PM 10:35PM 11:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
11:30AM 02:15PM 05:00PM 07:45PM
10:30PM

Romeo Akbar Walter 04:25PM
Kesari 07:25PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:00AM 10:30AM 11:30AM
12:25PM 02:00PM 03:00PM
03:55PM 05:30PM 06:30PM
07:25PM 09:00PM 10:00PM
10:55PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 09:00AM
10:45AM 04:40PM 08:10PM
10:55PM
Kesari 01:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Kalank 09:30AM 10:45AM 12:45PM
02:05PM 03:05PM 04:05PM
06:25PM 07:25PM 08:45PM
09:45PM 10:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:00AM
12:30PM
Kesari 05:25PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS: PANCHKULA
Kalank 10:00AM 11:00AM 12:00PM
01:00PM 04:10PM 05:10PM
07:00PM 09:30PM 10:10PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 10:10AM 03:15PM
10:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 08:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 02:05PM
04:30PM 07:10PM

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

PHOTO: HTCS
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Link. “We just met on the film,
but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would
look at each other and we both
had the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
e
issue and require time
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green

PTI
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‘DIRECTING
MAKES ME
ACT BETTER’

John Travolta and Kelly Preston; Artwork by Jett Travolta (inset)

TRAVOLTA,
PRESTON PAY
HOMAGE TO
LATE SON

O

Brie Larson
PHOTO: AFP

ohn Travolta and Kelly
Preston honoured their
son Jett on what would
have been his 27th birthday.
The celebrity couple took to
Instagram on April 13 to pay
tribute to their eldest child
who passed away in 2009.
Jett, who had autism and
suffered other serious health
issues, died at the age of 16,
after hitting his head on a
bathtub when he suffered a
seizure during a family trip to
the Bahamas.
Travolta shared some fan
art of his son, and wrote
alongside the portrait: “A
painting a fan made of my
son Jett! Happy birthday
my son I love you!”.

J

scar winning-actor Brie
Larson donned the
director’s hat for her
new project Unicorn
Store. She says her new
directing duties have made her
a better actor.
Larson, who has become the

PHOTOS: INSTAGRAM/JOHNTRAVOLTA, AP

“Happy Birthday Jetty, my
sweet love,” Preston captioned
a slideshow of photographs
that included images of her
and her husband with their
son.
The post comes a week after
the 56-year-old Sky High (2005)
actor shared a black and white
photograph of her and
Travolta kissing and cuddling
Jett, in honour of Autism
Awareness Month.
The couple, who wed in
1991, is also parents to
daughter Ella, 19, and
son Benjamin, 8.

Sometimes everybody
gets caught up in their
roles specifically. They
don’t see the bigger
picture...how they fit in
this larger scope.
BRIE LARSON, ACTOR

IANS

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

first to lead a female superhero
in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe with Captain Marvel,
feels that having the
knowledge of directing films
has improved her as an actor.
“Directing makes me a
much better actor because you
see the entire process. Actors
don’t get to be part of preproduction as much...they are
not seeing what everybody
does on the team,” said
Larson.
“Sometimes everybody gets
caught up in their roles
specifically. They don’t see the
bigger picture...how they fit in
this larger scope. And with
films like these in particular
where it’s beyond what’s
happening on set, there are
people all over the world
working on CGI, working
behind the scenes and so
having that awareness I think
makes me a better team
player,” she added.

Coolest siblings in the biz
Actor Aparshakti Khurana shared this throwback picture
with his brother Ayushmann Khurrana on Instagram. “My
inspiration, my mentor my everything - My Sibling!!” he
captioned it. Ayushmann, in turn, replied to him on Twitter,
saying, “You’re too sweet and kind. I love you and all. But this
photo should be banned.”
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/APARSHAKTI_KHURANA

QUOTE HANGER
EARLIER, ACTORS
WERE EASILY
CLASSIFIED AS
COMMERCIAL OR
OFF-BEAT
HEROINES. BUT
NOW, IT TAKES A
WHILE TO [PUT
A] TAG.

IANS

Headeyreactsto Polanski sues Academy
nuditybacklash to get membership back

Lena Headey
PHOTO: AFP

ctor Lena Headey, who
portrays the character of
Cersei Lannister in Game
Of Thrones is being trolled,
following her nude scene in
the series.
Reportedly, the actor
opened up about the backlash
and said that she was
pregnant when the scene was
filmed, so she used a body
double for a sequence, in
which a cult forced her to
walk through the streets
naked.
“Some people thought I was
less of an actor as I used a
body double. It was a bit
shocking. [The stand-in]
found it very difficult,
obviously. It’s not a natural
thing to do,” said Headey.
However, she added that
she is not against performing
in the buff.
“I’ve done nudity. I’m not
averse to it. I’m a very
emotional actor and get really
driven by that. To do my job, I
allow myself to be really
vulnerable. I don’t know any
other way,” she asserted.

A

THE ACTOR WAS
PREGNANT WHEN
THE ‘WALK OF SHAME’
SCENE WAS FILMED,
SO SHE USED A BODY
DOUBLE FOR A
SEQUENCE
She disclosed how playing
Cerci, in 2013, helped her sail
through the trauma of divorce
from Peter Loughran — her
husband of six years.
“I tried to put into
Cersei in a way that was
cathartic for me, otherwise I
would have had a meltdown,”
she said.
Expressing sadness over
the end of the much-awaited
series, Headey said she will
miss the show, but would be
eager to strip herself off the
“the itchy turnip”, the
cropped wig she sports for her
— ANI
character.

scar-winning director
Roman Polanski is suing
the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences to get
back his membership.
The move comes nearly a
year after the film-maker was
booted out of the Academy,
along with comic Bill Cosby, as
a result of the organisation’s
Standards of Conduct enacted
post the Harvey Weinstein
sexual harassment scandal.
Polanski has admitted to
having sex with a 13-year-old
after plying her with
champagne and pills in 1978 at
Jack Nicholson’s house.
He fled the US to avoid jail
and continues to be a fugitive in
the country, though he won a
best director’s Oscar for his
holocaust film The Pianist
(2002). Someone else accepted
the award on his behalf.
The director claims he left
the country as the judge who
was handling his case decades
ago promised him he would
serve 90 days of psychiatric
evaluation, but was going to
sentence him to 50 years in
prison. Legal counsel for
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TAAPSEE PANNU,
ACTOR

I DON’T LIKE THE
WORD OUTSIDER.
IF I’M A
DIRECTOR AND
MY SON WANTS
TO BE AN ACTOR,
WHY SHOULDN’T
I LAUNCH HIM?
RADHIKA APTE,
ACTOR

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Is Poo to rule the web now?
f rumours are to
be believed,
Kareena Kapoor
Khan’s iconic
character Poo from
2001’s Kabhi Khushi
Kabhie Gham will
headline a web
series. According to
a report in Mid Day,
Karan Johar, who
produced the film,
will be bankrolling
the series, too. Poo
will be older, in her
mid 30s. If it indeed
turns out to be
true, the series will
mark Kareena’s
web debut.

I
Polanski, Harland Braun on
Friday (April 19) filed a petition
for writ of administrative
mandamus, asking a judge
from LA, USA, to force the
Academy to reinstate him as a
member in good standing.
Reportedly, Braun argues
that though the Academy let
Polanski petition for
reconsideration, it failed to give
him an opportunity to be heard
on the matter, which he
contends is a violation of its
policies.
PTI

Kareena Kapoor Khan
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Acting took her away from me, Phoebe Waller-Bridge to
I didn’t enjoy that: Abhimanyu liven up new Bond script?
Juhi Chakraborty
is mother, Bhagyashree,
who was catapulted to
fame after her debut film
Maine Pyar Kiya (1989), quit
Bollywood after just a handful
of films to focus on her family.
And Abhimanyu Dassani says
back then he never wanted
his mother to go back to
acting as he didn’t like to be
away from her.
“Acting took her away
from me, I didn’t enjoy that. I
wanted her to be always
around. I am very possessive
and protective about her. I
still am,” he says.
But now it seems he has
had a change of heart and is
pushing his mother to get
back to full-time acting in
Hindi films. “Well I have
matured now. I am trying to
convince her to get back to
acting. If a great script or
director comes to her, I will
myself convince her to take it
up,” shares the actor, who
recently made an impactful
Bollywood debut with Mard
Ko Dard Nahi Hota.
So, what has been his
mother’s reaction to all the
praise coming his way? “She
is happy and very proud
about my work, just like any
other mother would be. Since
the film’s release (on March
21), it has just been water
works at home (laughs).
Every time she reads a
glowing review about my
performance, she gets very
emotional,” the actor says.

H

Phoebe Waller-Bridge PHOTO: NYT

Daniel Craig

leabag series creator-actor
Phoebe Waller-Bridge will
be “polishing” the script of
the next James Bond film,
currently known as Bond 25.
Reportedly, Daniel Craig,
Agent 007 himself, has
requested the multihyphenated personality to add
her signature wit and humour
to the screenplay.
Craig, who lives in New
York, USA, with actor, wife
Rachel Weisz, is a Fleabag fan
and also of the series Killing
Eve, which Waller-Bridge
developed.
Waller-Bridge has been in
New York for the past few
weeks, performing in Fleabag
stage version.
Sources close to the film in
the US said that she discussed
with Craig how to improve the
script of Bond 25, which he felt
needed some “polishing”, by
bringing in more humour and
the quirky style of writing.
Waller-Bridge would only be
the second female writer after

Johanna Harwood to help with
a Bond film screenplay.
Harwood, who helped with
the screenplay of Dr No (1962)
and”From Russia With Love
(1963), had been secretary to
Harry Saltzman, the first Bond
producer along with Albert
Broccoli, current Bond
producer Barbara Brocolli’s
late father. It was Saltzman
who brought in Harwood to
help with the two films.
Bond 25 has had a
tumultuous journey. It was
previously set to be directed by
Danny Boyle with a release
date of November 8, 2019.
After Boyle dropped out of
the project , along with
screenwriter John Hodge, the
film’s release date was moved
to February 14, 2020.
Neither Eon Productions,
which produce the Bond films,
nor representatives of WallerBridge in the US, responded.
Craig’s agent in the US said,
“I’m not the guy to talk of
— PTI
rumours.”

F

He made a successful
Bollywood debut but it
happened a bit late,
considering he is 29. “I am
aware of that. But I have a
major in finance and I have
been working for many years.
It is not that I have no clue
about the film industry. I even
assisted on Dum Maaro Dum
(2011). But there is a time for
everything. It is not a stroke
of luck or a handout that
someone has given to me,” he
signs off.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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‘I WANT MY MUSIC TOCHANGE
PEOPLE’S LIVES’
Rapper Naezy says that instead of
just dancing to his songs, he wants
his audience to get inspired by them
Nikita Deb
onsidered to be one of
the pioneers of the
underground rap scene
in India, Naved Shaikh
aka Naezy, enjoys a huge fan
following. But much to the
disappointment of his
listeners, in 2017, the rapper
went on a sabbatical.
Now, in 2019, Naezy has
come back with a new single
and what a comeback it has
been. The single called Aafat
Wapas has already garnered
2.1 million views on YouTube
in a span of mere 15 days
after its release. “Now that I
have come back, it’s very
important to be consistent,”
he says.
Naezy says that he very
carefully named his comeback
song, Aafat Wapas and he
wants to convey this message
to all rappers that he is back in
the scene. Incidentally, his
first ever single was called
Aafat. Naezy also believes that
things became much better for
the hip-hop scene after the
movie Gully Boy — wherein
his song with rapper Divine,
Mere Gully Mein was used —
released. In a candid chat with
us, Naezy reveals what went
through his mind when he
decided to take a break and
what made him come back to
hip-hop. Excerpts from an
interview:

C

Were you anxious about whether
or not the audience would accept
you when you decided to make
your comeback?
I was anxious, but people

The audience is valuing
me more now, which is
a plus point and I am
also valuing everything
a little more than I did.
When I wasn’t in the
radar, I also realised a
lot of things.
NAEZY, RAPPER

never made me feel that I was
not part of the industry just
because I had gone on a break.
The love that they have given
me is incredible. So, I feel, me
taking a break didn’t make
much of a difference to my
image. But career-wise I have
lost out on a few things for
g now.
now
which I am compensating
But honestly, I feel that as
a a
result of the break that I took,
t
people started craving more
m
for my songs. The audien
nce
is valuing me more now,
which is a plus point and I
am also valuing
everything a little more
than I did earlier. When
I wasn’t in the radar, I
also realised a lot of
things. So, it was a good
break. But now, I am
back, and I am getting
back to the grind.

Did you have any apprehenssions
about taking a break?
Absolutely not. I had alre
eady
done a lot of work. So, I used
sed to

Rapper
Naezy
think that if I take a break,
people will listen to my old
songs with even more
concentration and that’s
exactly what happened. For
me, it turned out well. I was

A still from Mere Gully Mein

just concerned about facing
some problems getting work
after coming back but nothing
of that sort happened.

What motivated you to make a
comeback?
comebac
The love
e that I get from my
fans insp
pires me a lot. Also, the
nnecttion that I built with
y lissteners made me want
co
ome back. They know
erything about my life.
e
hey are so important to
h
me that I got personally
ffected by the fact that
haven’t given them a
ew song. So, that
onnection has brought
e back. Also, I really
nt to bring about a
n
ang
ge.
u say thhat you wanted people to
listen to yyour songs more
carefully.. Is that something that
bothers yyou — the fact that today’s

generation has a short attention
span and a song goes out of the
radar very quickly?
Absolutely. And I have been
thinking about this. I feel that
if listeners listen to my songs
carefully, they will benefit
from it. Plus, our hard work
also goes to waste if people
don’t understand the detailing
of a song and get the message
behind it. Even when we
perform live, people enjoy and
dance, but they don’t
understand the depth of the
lyrics. So, now we are trying to
create an environment where
people listen to the lyrics as
well because hip-hop is very
powerful. A lot of change can
be brought about by hip-hop.
Also, I strongly believe that
the music one listens to can
really influence their lives and
mindset. That’s what
happened with me — my
perspectives changed because

of the music I listened to. I
really want my music to
change people’s lives when
they listen to it. They should
do something productive, and
instead of just dancing to my
songs, they should be inspired
by it. That’s my entire goal.
n

nikita.deb@htlive.com

THE NUMBER GAME
These are five of
Naezy’s most popular
songs:
n Mere Gully Mein: 22
million views
n Aafat: 6.4 million views
n Haq Hai: 1.8 million
views
n NY Se Mumbai: 1.6
million views
n Raaste Kathin: 1 million
views

Ratherdoagood
TVshowthana
smallroleinbig
films:AamirAli
Rishabh Suri
ctor Aamir Ali, apart from
doing television shows
such as FIR and Woh
Rehne Waali Mehlon Ki, has
also dabbled in a few films.
However, the sole film for
which he is known for remains
I Hate Luv Storys (2010), in
which he played a pivotal part
alongside Imran Khan and
Sonam K Ahuja.
Asked why we didn’t see him
in any films after that, Aamir
says, “In films, you require
buzz, meetings, a lot of things. I
was busy with my shows, and
then reality shows after that. I
was literally working non-stop.
I was finishing one and
signing another. I did one more
fiction show Dilliwaali Thakur
Girls. There was no time
for me (to take up films).”

A

Did it also have to do with
not getting good roles? “I am
not in a position to say I had
options to choose from. Some
people say they are “reading
scripts”…the truth is I don’t get
the kind of movies I want to do,
so I won’t do. Even in terms of
TV shows, if I want, I will do
them. If movies have a bigger
reach, then TV is equally
bigger now. The quality of
work should matter,” says
Aamir.
He adds, “Rather than being
unnoticed in a big film, or
doing small budget films
which you, me nobody would
go to watch, it’s better that I do
a good budget TV show. I have
come to a stage in my life
where I want to do quality
work. If something interesting
comes my way in films, I
might just do it.”
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EWS ADMISSIONS: REIMBURSEMENT TO PRIVATE
SCHOOLS STUCK DUE TO POLL CODE
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BEWARE OF
THAT CHINK IN
YOUR ARMOUR

PUNJAB BANK ON HOME SUPPORT

SET TO CROSS SWORDS WITH SERVICES IN SANTOSH TROPHY FINAL >>p6
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WEATHER
Sun 21
Clear

Mon 22 Tue 23
Clear

Max

Max

33°c

34°c

Min

Min

19°c

Sunset
Sunday at
6:53pm
Sunrise
Monday at
5:49am

Clear
Max

35°c

20°c

Min

Humidity
Max: 82%
Min: 33%

21°c

PUNJAB BANK
ON HOME
SUPPORT

TRICITY BUZZ

AFTER 12 RIGOROUS DAYS, SET TO CROSS
SWORDS WITH SERVICES IN THE FINAL
>>p6
OF HERO SANTOSH TROPHY

sundayread

Yesterday’s temp: Max 33.5°C Min 18.4°C

shortstories
HISTORY-SHEETER
WHO FLED FROM
UT COURT HELD
CHANDIGARH: The district court
has sent two people who are
habitual offenders, including a
man with nine FIRs registered
against him, to judicial custody on
Saturday. According to a UT police
press release, they arrested
Baldev alias Balli, 34, of Sector
41-D, Chandigarh, and a woman
Kavita alias Kanika, 29, of Sector
70, Mohali, at a naka on the Sector
››P2
54/55 dividing road.

Now, former Chandigarh
SAD president joins Cong
CHANDIGARH: Toeing the line of
other local leaders, former
president of the Chandigarh unit
of Shiromani Akali Dal Jagjit Singh
‘Gora’ Kang, joined the Congress
on Saturday. Over the past three
days, councillor Satish Kainth and
former BSP leader Jannat Jahan
had also joined the party.
››P3

debate of
the week
STOP RAPE

HOW CAN COPS
MAKE TRICITY
SAFE FOR
WOMEN?
What should be done to
sensitise policemen to deal
with the trauma of a rape
victim or take swift action to
nab a rapist?
Write to chandigarh@
hindustantimes.com
by April 26.
OUR TAKE ››P2

RECLAIMING CITY BEAUTIFUL Drive begins a month after UT admn notified waste mgmt bylaws, a
sanitation team comprising 10 workers also deployed permanently to maintain cleanliness at tourist site
vivek.gupta@htlive.com

SEC-42 SOCIETY
PENALISED FOR
BURNING LEAVES

CHANDIGARH:Nearly a month after

the UT administration notified
the waste management bylaws,
the Chandigarh municipal corporation has started challaning
street vendors for littering at
Sukhna Lake, one of the city’s
most-visited tourist spot. Even
visitors will face penalty from
next week, said officials.
Nearly 5,000 people, including
walkers and tourists, visit the
lake daily. Recently many nongovernment organisations came
forward to clean the area, putting pressure on the MC to start
the challan drive and deploy
additional sanitation staff.
Medical health officer Dr
Amrit Warring said while special sanitation team of 10 workers has been deployed permanently, 12 challans were issued
to vendors on the first day of the
drive on Friday for not disposing
of the waste properly around
their kiosks.
Two tourists, too, were caught
littering, but let off with a small
penalty.
“But we will not spare anyone
from next week and impose maximum penalty on anyone found
littering,” said Warring.
While street vendors have to

The Chandigarh municipal
corporation on Saturday also
challaned SBI Society, Sector
42, for burning leaves inside its
premises. Medical health
officer Dr Amrit Warring said
the colony comprising 500
flats has its own sanitation
staff. “But they were caught
burning leaves. Fire brigade
was also called,” he said. At
present, ₹5,000 fine has been
imposed. “We might impose
penalty for littering too,”
said Warring.

n

Vendors found throwing garbage around their kiosks are being fined ₹500. Visitors, eateries and other
shops at Sukhna Lake will have to pay up ₹10,000 under new rules against littering in Chandigarh. HT FILE

pay up ₹500 for littering, visitors,
eateries and other shops will
have to cough up ₹10,000.
Warring said posters have
already been put up informing
the public about the MC’s drive.
“More such posters will be visible in days to come not only at the
lake but other tourist spots, such
as Rock Garden, as well,” he said.
The health officer said the MC
has deployed enough garbage

bins for the convenience of visitors at the lake.
“More bins are being added.
Location of a few bins are also
been changed. There is no reason
for people to still litter and create
nuisance,” he said.
WRITES TO CITCO
The MC has also written to Chandigarh Industrial and Tourism
Development
Corporation

HT Correspondent
n

10-hour supply
MC currently supplies water for six hours a day
Current supply hours

Revised hours

4am to 8am
6:30pm to 8:30pm

4am to 10am

5pm to 9pm

115 MGD Summer water requirement
80 MGD Current water supply
110 MGD Supply with addition of
new phases
the work will complete by April
30. Hopefully, we will increase
our supply hours from May first
week,” he said.
DEMAND IS UP BY
20-30% ALREADY
The delay has not gone well with
residents. With the onset of summer, water demand has already
gone up.
An official dealing with the
city ‘s water distribution said
there has been 20-30% increase
in water demand in the past two
week, which is set to increase
further.
The affect of short supply is
already visible with upper floors
getting water at low pressures.
JJ Singh, president of the
Sector 48 residents’ welfare association (RWA), said supply is not
proper in upper floors of socie-

ties in the area.
“We were expecting a comfortable summer, as was repeatedly promised by the MC. We are
still waiting for it,” he said
Deepak Jagotia, general secretary of the Sector 40A RWA,
said water pressure on the second floor is poor and supply
stops an hour before the mandated time.
The MC currently supplies
water for six hours a day from
4am to 8am and then from 6:30pm
to 8:30pm. However, it has promised that apart from increase in
supply hours, water pressure to
upper floors will also improve
with commissioning of the new
phases.
“It is a matter of days before
the city will be in a much better
position with regards to water
supply,” said an MC engineer.

(CITCO) to maintain cleanliness
around the cafeteria being run
by it at Sukhna Lake
Warring said, according to
rules, eateries must ensure all
waste being generated by them is
properly stored within the premises and is not thrown outside.
Any violation will be considered
littering and penalised accordingly.
Paveela Bali, who is the con-

CHANDIGARH : Located between
Hotel Taj and Hotel Park Plaza in
Sector 17, the five-star James
Hotel will be auctioned online on
May 15.
The bidding will start from
₹190 crores, out of which ₹10
crore will have to be deposited as
earnest money for the e-auction.
Built over an area of around
20,000 square yards, the hotel has
138 rooms, a bar, swimming pool
and restaurant.
James Hotel Limited had
taken a loan of ₹89 crore from
Punjab National Bank. However, in 2014 the group stopped
paying the instalments.
The bank had declared them
defaulters and in 2016 the then
UT deputy commissioner, Ajit
Balaji Joshi, had directed the
bank to take physical possession
of the hotel.
On August 26, 2016, 200 guests
had to leave the hotel when the
bank took its possession.
Later, through the National
Company Law Tribunal orders,
dated October 17, 2018, liquidator
Navneet Gupta had served the
auction notice. According to
sources, a reserve price of ₹210
crores had been set for the
property in March 2019, but no
major hotel group showed any
interest.

n

MORINDA : A case was registered

on Saturday in connection with
the death of a 50-year-old
woman, Kulwant Kaur, allegedly during a police raid at
her house in Marauli Khurd
village near Morinda the previous day.
According to Rupnagar senior
superintendent of police (SSP)
Swapan Sharma, the case has
been registered against the

›

SWAPAN SHARMA, Rupnagar SSP

police team (though no one has
been named) under Section 304A
(causing death by negligence) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

KIN ALLEGED POLICE
MANHANDLED HER
Mahan Singh, husband of the
deceased, said about six months
back, their family had an altercation with some residents of the
village and the police had registered a case against his two sons,

Jaspreet Sharma, victim

WAS TRIPLE-RIDING
WITH TWO FRIENDS
WHEN A RASHLY DRIVEN
SUV HIT HIS MOTORCYLE
AT SEC 14/15 LIGHT POINT
said police.
A case has been registered
under Sections 304A (causing
death due to negligence), 279
(rash driving) and 337(causing
hurt by endangering life of others) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) against the unidentified
Innova driver at the Sector 11
police station.
Police are trying to ascertain
the driver’s identity as no one
was able to note down the SUV’s
registration number.

Photographer
caught during
snatching bid

HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH : A 28-year-old wedding photographer was caught by
bystanders after he allegedly
tried to snatch a woman’s gold
chain on Saturday.
The accused was identified as
Akshay (only first name provided) of Sector 38 West, who is a
graduate and reportedly a drug
addict. His mother is a government bank employee.
Surinder Kumari, 52, was
returning home when Akshay
sneaked up on her in Sector 38A
and snatched her gold chain.
“The woman resisted but Akshay
threatened to hurt her with an
iron rod. The woman raised the
alarm and Akshay was apprehended by people,” said police.
Akshay was then handed
over to the police and booked.
He will he produced in court
on Sunday.
HTC
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FIR registered, SIT to probe case
Meanwhile, a special investigating team (SIT) comprising
two superintendents of police
and a sub-inspector has also
been formed to conduct inquiry
into the matter, said the SSP.

FRIEND SUFFERS
MINOR INJURIES
Jaspreet received multiple injuries on his head and was rushed
to the Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), where he
succumbed to his injuries.
Rishabh, who too was without helmet, escaped with minor
injuries while Arshdeep was
saved because of his turban,

n

Kin of sepoy who died in
road accident to get ₹74L
Claims Tribunal, Chandigarh,
has awarded ₹74 lakh compensation to the family of an army
sepoy who died in a road accident
in Himachal Pradesh in 2017.
Victim Shashi Kumar, who
was 29 at the time of the incident,
belonged to Karyali village in
Hamirpur (HP) and was posted
with the 13 Dogra Regiment.
He is survived by his wife
Pooja Kumari, 24, son Shivay
Rangra, a toddler, and mother
Veena Devi, 59, who will receive
the compensation.
On the afternoon of June 10,
2017, Shashi Kumar was travelling in HP’s Kangra district along
with four others when their car
fell into a gorge.

Special investigating
team comprising two
superintendents of police
and a sub-inspector has
been formed.

vener of a social group working
for cleaning the lake, said things
will not improve till the time
enforcement is regular and covers everyone, including shopkeepers, vendors and tourists.
“The MC can also appoint volunteers to help them in their challan drive,” she said.
Since the notification, the MC
has issued 250 challans across
the city, of which around 50%
carried ₹10,000 penalty. Most of
these challans have been issued
to eateries in commercial areas.

triple-riding with his friends
without helmet was killed after
an SUV hit them near the Sector
14/15 dividing road late on Friday night.
Victim Jaspreet Sharma
belonged to Barnala and worked
with Zomato, an app-based food
delivery service. He was with
his friends Rishabh, who too
works with the same firm, and
Arshdeep, who recently gave
Class 12 exams and was in the
city to meet the two.
The three were coming from
Nayagaon when a speeding
Toyota Innova coming from the
Panjab University side made a
rash cut at the Sector 14/15 light
point and hit Jaspreet’s bike,
said police.
The SUV driver fled after the
accident.

A black drogo resting among flowers blooming on a tree in Sector 17 on Saturday. Spring hues are still visible in Chandigarh even as
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT
the mercury is constantly rising, heralding the summer.

CHANDIGARH:The Motor Accident
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CHANDIGARH : A 20-year-old biker
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M O R I N D A W O M A N ’ S D E AT H

n

HT Correspondent

NATURE’S PALETTE

n

HT Correspondent

20-yr-old riding
bike without
helmet killed
n

n

HT Correspondent
CHANDIGARH :The city will have to
wait for at least another couple of
weeks for improved water supply as the commissioning of Phases 5 and 6 of the Kajauli waterworks, which will bring additional 29 million gallon daily
(MGD) water to Chandigarh for
the Bhakra canal project, is
stuck in the trial phase.
Last month, the municipal
corporation had said that it will
increase water supply in the city
by four hours from April 20 as
the project was in the final
stages.
However, the latest ground
report available with the MC
revealed that the trial run of the
new lines is still underway and is
not expected to be complete
before April 30.
The civic body will need
another week after that before
starting to draw additional 29
MGD water. The city currently
gets 55 MGD from the first four
phases while the remaining 25
MGD is supplied by tubewells.
MC chief engineer Manoj Bansal said Greater Mohali Area
Development
Authority
(GMADA) has been carrying out
final testing of new phases at the
project site in Kajauli, which
also supplied water to Mohali.
“We have been informed that

HIT-AND-RUN NEAR PU

Vivek Gupta

JAMES HOTEL
TO GO UNDER
THE HAMMER

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH SAHITYA AKADEMI FELICITATED
16 WRITERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION
TO LITERATURE DURING ITS ANNUAL AWARD
CEREMONY; VETERAN WRITERS RAMESH
KUNTAL MEGH AND VIRENDER MENDIRATTA
>>p2
ATTENDED THE EVENT

>>p5

MC challans 12 street vendors
at Sukhna, visitors to follow

City’s wait for additional
water supply gets longer
n

16 WRITERS
HONOURED

HT REPORTERS’ TRACKER ON ALL THOSE
MAKING, OR FAKING, NEWS — FROM OUR
CHARMING DC TO SON RISE, FROM SUBHASH
CHAWLA’S ‘STRATEGIC ABSENCE’ TO A
KIDNAPPING THAT WASN’T, TRICITY HAD AN
>>p4
EVENTFUL WEEK

Nirmal Singh and Naib Singh.
He said Nirmal Singh was
arrested while Naib Singh had
gone missing. He said police
often used to conduct raids at his
house looking for Naib Singh and
harassed the family.
He alleged that on Friday,
when he had gone to the market,
a police team raided his house in
search of his son and the cops
manhandled his wife, Kulwant
Kaur, and others family members, as a result of which the
woman died.

VICTIM WAS TRAVELLING
IN A CAR THAT FELL IN
A GORGE IN KANGRA;
DRIVER, WHO DIED
TOO, WAS ACCUSED OF
SPEEDING; CAR OWNER,
INSURER TO PAY RELIEF
Besides Shashi Kumar, Rajesh
Kumar and driver Ritesh Bhardwaj were killed. However, two
other occupants, Sunil Kumar
and Sourav Rangra, survived
with injuries.
Sunil alleged that Ritesh was
driving the car rashly, which
resulted in the accident. An FIR
was registered against the
deceased driver under Sections
304A (causing death due to negligence), 279 (rash driving) and

337(causing hurt by endangering
life of others) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Dharamshala.
Later, on the plea of the sepoy’s
family, the MACT put car owner
Baldev Kumar Bhardwaj of Bilaspur and New India Assurance
Company Limited on notice.
In a written reply, Bhardwaj
denied that the accident took
place due to rash and negligent
driving, stating that the driver
was trying to avoid hitting a stray
cow that came on the road all of a
sudden. Both the respondents —
car owner and insurer — urged
for the plea to be dismissed.
However, deciding in the
claimants’ favour, the tribunal
observed that despite a lengthy
cross-examination, the “respondents could not impeach
credibility of prosecution witness
Sunil Kumar”.
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History-sheeter who
fled from UT court held
FACING 9 FIRS Had escaped after being sentenced to 10-year jail in a drug case
on April 3; nabbed along with a woman while travelling in a car with 12gm heroin
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CASES AGAINST
THE ACCUSED

CHANDIGARH: The district court

has sent two people who are
habitual offenders, including a
man with nine FIRs registered
against him, to judicial custody
on Saturday.
As per the press statement
issued by the Chandigarh Police
on Friday, they achieved a
“major success” with the arrest of
Baldev alias Balli, 34, of Sector
41-D, Chandigarh and a woman
Kavita alias Kanika, 29, of Sector
70, Mohali.
A naka was put up near bus
stop, Sector 54/55 dividing road,
Chandigarh.
Meanwhile, Kavita — who was
behind the wheel — and Baldev
on seeing the police party tried to
run away from the spot.
Based on suspicion, the police
team chased them and later
nabbed them.
On searching the duo, the
police recovered 7gm and 5gm
heroin from Baldev and Kavita
respectively while they were
coming to Chandigarh from
Mohali in their i20 car.
Also, upon being asked they
were unable to produce the valid
documents.
A case under the NDPS Act
was registered against them, following which they were produced before a court.

The first FIR against Baldev
was registered in December
2006 under Sections 380
(theft in dwelling house), 411
(dishonestly receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). The second FIR
was registered three years
later in March 2009 under
Section 379 (punishment for
theft) of the IPC.
In 2010, three more FIRs were
registered against him in April
and August under Sections
379, 411, followed by another
one in September under
Section 379.

n

Accused Baldev Singh, alias Balli, 34, being produced before a
court on Saturday. He was sent to judicial custody.
HT PHOTO

BALDEV FLED
FROM COURT
On April 3, Baldev, had escaped
from the court of additional district and sessions judge Dr
Shushil Kumar Garg, after he
was sentenced 10-year imprisonment in an NDPS case. The court
had also issued a warrant
against him.

SON OF AN
EX-SERVICEMAN
Son of an ex-serviceman, Baldev
is a graduate. He is married and
has a 11-year-old son while
accused Kavita holds an MBA
degree and has a three-year-old
son. Her divorce case is pending
before a court in Delhi. Both are
drug addicts, said police.

Three held for misbehaving
with PCR staff in Sector 21
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh

Police arrested three persons
for allegedly misbehaving with
the patrolling staff of police control room (PCR) on the intervening night of April 19-20.
The accused have been identified as Rahul, a travel agent
and owner of Malhotra Foreign
Travels and a resident of Sector
21; his driver Baljinder Singh, a
resident of Kajheri village; and
his cook Sukhram Panday.
Police said the accused
were travelling in a black SUV,
Ford Endeavour.
The trio allegedly hurled

Man arrested
for using fake
number plate
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A man was arrested

for using a fake number plate on
his Innova car.
The car was impounded from
a naka set upfor drunken driving in Sector 29 .
The accused, identified as
Mohit from Ludhiana, used the
number plate to evade the bank
due to loan default.
As per police, it was noticed
that the chassis number and
engine number of the vehicle
didn’t match with its registration number.
The accused had come to
recover his vehicle on Friday.
Traffic police personnel apprehended him and asked him
about the fake number.
He admitted that the number
was fake and had purchased the
vehicle on loan.
He said that he had defaulted
the loan and the bank officials
were looking for him.
He had replaced the number
plate of the car with the number
plate of a friend’s car, whose
car was getting repaired in Ludhiana.
A case was registered against
him under Section 473 (making
or possessing counterfeit seal,
etc., with intent to commit forgery) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) at the Industrial Area
police station.
The accused was later
released on bail.

ACCUSED WERE
TRAVELLING IN A BLACK
SUV; THE TRIO
ALLEGEDLY HURLED
ABUSES AT THE COPS
abuses at the cops.
Constable Lalit, who was
accompanied by two lady constables, alleged that the carborne accused first started
honking from rear at 12:30am
while they were patrolling
around Sector 20.
Later, when the PCR staff
went to Sector 21, the accused
again came from rear, started

honking and stopped their car
parallel to that of the PCR van.
Police said after Lalit stepped
out and asked the accused what
the matter was, they hurled
abuses at him and fled.
The incident took place near
Sector 21 A/B turn and the three
were nabbed from their house in
Sector 21, police said.
A case was registered under
Sections 186 (obstructing public
servant in discharging their
duties) and 341 (punishment for
wrongful restraint) of the
Indian Penal Code(IPC).
Police said the medical examination of the three reported
that they were in an inebriated
condition.

Police suspect
poisoning behind
UP man’s death
HT Correspondent
n

In 2011, one FIR and in 2012,
two FIRs under Sections 379,
411,380 and 457 (lurking
house-trespass or housebreaking by night in order to
commit offence punishable
with imprisonment) were
registered against him. The
last one was registered in
2018 under Section 22 of the
NDPS(Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances )
Act.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: A day after a Chachu

Majra resident’s body was found
near Papri village in Mohali on
Friday, the police are suspecting
poisoning to be the reason
behind the death.
The deceased has been identified as Subhash Chand Chauhan
hailing from Uttar Pradesh.
Chauhan was staying on rent in
Chachu Majra village in Mohali.
Police said during the autopsy
it was found that his body colour
had changed to blue indicating
poisoning as the cause of death.
The police are now probing
whether he consumed it on his

own or was administered the poison forcefully.
The police are also not ruling
out the possibility of him being
bitten by a poisonous reptile.Also, the viscera has been
sent for examination to ascertain the exact cause of death.
The police had rounded up a
person but he claimed to be innocent.
The body was spotted by Papri
village resident Rajpal ,55. Rajpal had gone out to throw garbage when he spotted the body
near a cremation ground.
A case was registered under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) in
Sohana police station.

An FIR against Kavita was
registered in July 2017 under
Sections 307, 34, 427 of the
IPC and 21, 22 of the NDPS Act
at Sector 39 police station.

THIEVES STRIKE
AT ADVOCATE’S
HOUSE IN
SECTOR 3

No headway in
Mohali call centre
employee rape case
HT Correspondent
n

breakthrough in the rape of
22-year-old call centre employee
from Himachal Pradesh, staying
and working in Mohali, who
was allegedly raped in a car while
she was on her way to office on
Monday.
The police team had zeroed in
on 50 mobile numbers that were
active in the location of the
accused’s mobile phone.
The victim told the police that
she was on her way to the office
when a car, Toyota Etios Liva,
pulled up and the driver asked for
an address. Later, the driver
offered to drop her to her office,
the victim told the police.
When the victim sat in the
vehicle, the accused pretended to
be on call. As he crossed the victim's office while driving towards

GRAINY FOOTAGE
Meanwhile, the investigations
have revealed that the three cameras installed in the area from
where the victim was picked up
were non functional. Even the
footage procured by the police is
grainy and fails to provide any
help.The victim had also told the
police that the accused had
threatened her with a knife but
she did not see it.

90-year-old man, son
hurt in road mishap
HT Correspondent
n
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MOHALI : A man and his son were
injured after their two-wheeler
was hit by a rashly driven motorcycle in Badali on Friday night.
The injured has been identified as Surinder Singh, 65, and
his father Amar Singh, 90, both
residents of Kalra Lane, Kharar.
Surinder had retired as headmaster from Government High
School, Radiala, in 2015.
Police said, “The duo was on
the way from Badali to Kharar
when a speeding biker hit their
two-wheeler from the opposite
direction, following which they
were rushed to a hospital in
Kharar for treatment.”

DUO WAS ON THE WAY
FROM BADALI TO
KHARAR WHEN A
SPEEDING BIKER HIT
THEIR TWO-WHEELER
The unidentified accused fled
from the spot, said police.
A case was registered against
the unidentified driver under
Sections 279 (rash driving or riding on a public way), 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others) and 338
(causing grievous hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the IPC at
Sadar police station.

Unsafe tricity, callous
policemen to blame

T

he alleged rape in broad daylight on Monday of a
22-year-old call centre employee living and working in Mohali raises serious concerns about
women’s safety in the tricity and the callousness of
the police in dealing with such cases.
Daljeet Singh, station house officer (SHO) of the Sohana
police station in Mohali, where the rape victim had tried to
lodge a complaint against a taxi driver who raped her while
taking her to office, refused to listen to her. Telling her that
the crime did not happen in an area in his jurisdiction, he
directed her to the police station in Phase 8, failing to even
register a zero FIR (a report that can be filed in any police
station regardless of place of
crime) or inform his senior
officials about the incident.
Though an FIR now has
been registered against SHO
Singh Under Section 166 (
STOP RAPE
public servant disobeying
direction under law), one
can well imagine the plight
HOW CAN COPS
of the young woman being
forced to go from one police
MAKE TRICITY
station to another to
SAFE FOR
recount her harrowing
experience.
WOMEN?
What message does SHO
What should be done to
Singh’s failure to act swiftly
sensitise policemen to deal
to
nab
the rapist send to
with the trauma of a rape
other criminals? That jurisvictim or take swift action to
diction is more important
nab a rapist?
than a heinous crime like
Write to chandigarh@hindurape?
stantimes.com by April 26.
This act of the rapist and
police inaction highlights
serious flaws in the tricity’s
crime-fighting readiness, truly a serious matter for developed and progressive cities like Chandigarh, Panchkula
and Mohali, where thousands of young women from
around the country come to study and work. Should they
now stop prioritising career advancement and personal
growth and start worrying about their safety while doing
something as simple as commuting to and from the workplace?
Despite the definition of rape being revised after 3 February 2013, following the Nirbhaya case in Delhi in 2012; conviction rates have been low at about 25% in 2016 according
to National Crime Records Bureau data. Slow trials and
reluctance of people to report crimes add to the problem.
Given this grim scenario, it is too much to expect rapists
to be imprisoned or be awarded the death sentence when
even policemen are not sensitised enough to handle rape
cases efficiently?
How can our cities, homes, offices and streets be made
safe for women if rapists are allowed to get away because
policemen failed to take swift action?

debate of
the week

SINGING AWAY POLITICAL BLUES

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Police are yet to get a

MC Bhawan he convinced her to
keep sitting on pretext of dropping a message.
However, instead of dropping
her at the office, the accused
allegedly took her to a secluded
area near the Mohali municipal
corporation office, stopped there
for some time and then took a
U-turn towards Sector 79/80 road
and halted on a dilapidated road
near Sambalki village, where he
raped her.

ourtake
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CHANDIGARH : Thieves struck at

the house of advocate Gurpartap Singh Gill in Sector 3 on the
intervening night of April 18
and 19 and decamped with play
stations.
Police are suspecting that two
men entered the house after
breaking locks of one of the
rooms.
Attempts are being made to
ascertain the identity of the
accused, police said.
DECAMP WITH
PLAY STATIONS
Police said they decamped with
play station four and play station three, two controllers
of play station four, one controller of another play station, five
play station games, HP laptop,
multiple bed sheets, a pair of
three new shirts, one pair of
shoes, wrist watch and few
other articles.
A case has been registered
under Sections 380 (theft in
dwelling house) and 457 (lurking house trespass) of the India
Penal Code against unidentified
accused.
THREE-WHEELER
STOLEN IN NAYAGAON
In another incident, Om Parkash Mandal of Nayagaon alleged
that an unidentified person
stole a three-wheeler from the
parking of District Court, Sector
43, on April 12, police said.
After verifying the facts, cops
are examining the CCTV footage.
A case has been registered
under Section 379 (theft) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) against
unidentified person.

Auto spare parts
shop gutted in
Burail village
HT Correspondent
n
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CHANDIGARH :A fire broke out at a

n

Rahul Ram (left) of the folk band Indian Ocean performing along with lyricist and comedian
Varun Grover during their Aisi Taisi Democracy act at Tagore Theatre on Saturday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

Illicit liquor seized, four held
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Four people were
arrested with 240 bottles of
illicit liquor in Nijjer Chowk, said
police on Saturday.
The accused have been identified as Manpreet Singh ,37, Jaswant Singh ,38, Dirsham Mahajan,40, Gagandeep Singh,41, all
residents of Amritsar.
Police said following a tip-off
they stopped two vehicles at a
naka in Nijjer Chowk. “On check-

ing, we recovered 240 bottles of liquor from their possession,” the police said.
During investigation it came to
the fore that the accused persons
were going to sell the liquor in
Amritsar.
The accused have been booked
under the Excise Act and were
sent to one-day police remand by
a local court on Saturday.
24-YEAR-OLD
MAN ARRESTED
A 24-year-old man was arrested

and 13 bottles of illicit liquor were
seized from him in Cholta Khurd,
said police on Saturday.
The accused was identified as
Arun Kumar Verma, a resident of
Cholta Khurd.
Police said following a tip-off
they stopped a person near bus
stand and on checking, found
13 bottles of liquor. Police are still
questioning the accused to ascertain the source of the liquor. The
accused was arrested under the
Excise Act and sent to judicial
custody.

shop located in the scrap market
in Burail village on the intervening night of April 19-20, the police
said.
The shop called Garg Motor
was gutted.The fire lasted for a
couple of hours, a fire official
said.
“Pandit Garg, the owner of the
shop, has been selling old and
new automobile spare parts for
nearly a decade now,” said a fire
fighter privy to the matter.
Fire officials received a call
and fire tenders were rushed to
the spot to douse the flames.
They were called again as the fire
resurfaced and this time, around
five fire tenders pumped in to
control the fire.
The second time around, electricity was the reason behind the
fire, officials said.
FIRE AT BALTANA
CONFECTIONERY SHOP
MOHALI: A fire broke out at a confectionery shop in Saini Vihar,
Phase 2, Baltana in Zirakpur on
Saturday. No casualties have
been reported so far. The reason
of fire is yet to be ascertained,
said a fire official.
One of the relatives of shop
owner, Sanjiv Kumar, said that
the fire tenders reached late at
the spot.
Kumar claimed that the shop
had stocked goods worth ₹10
lakh that were destroyed during
the fire.

Two booked for
stealing property
papers of NRI

‘Writers, literature play major role in shaping society’

MOHALI: Two persons including a
woman have been booked for
stealing registration papers of an
NRI.The accused are Harjinder
Kaur and Rupinder Singh alias
Rupi Virk, residents of Bassi
Pathana.
Resident of the USA, Manjit
Singh, alleged in his complaint
that his daughter-in-law Harjinder is having an affair with the
accused and the two stole the registration papers of his three plots.
He said they are now forcing him
to vacate the house.
The complainant stated that
he has a house in Bassi Pathana
village and a plot in Mandi Gobindgarh. He said his two sons
work in Italy and Harjinder, wife
of his younger son, lives in Bassi
Pathana house.
A case was registered under
Sections 380 , 506 and 120-b of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) at NRI
wing in Mohali. However, no
arrest has been made so far.HTC

Sahitya Akademi honoured 16
writers for their contribution to
literature at its annual awardgiving ceremony held at the Randhawa Auditorium in Punjab
Kala Bhawan on Saturday.
Eminent author and former
president of the National Sahitya
Akademi, Delhi, Vishvanath
Prasad Tewari said, “Writers and
literature play a major role in
shaping society and inspiring the
readers to battle with the difficulties that life may bring them.”
Tewari recounted a true story
in which a dejected person set out
for Ambala Junction to commit
suicide by throwing himself in
front of a train.
However, on the way he happened to read a story by Munshi
Prem Chand which renewed his
hope and he decided to give life
another chance.
Tewari appreciated that a
large number of authors were
being honoured and it was a sign

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh

that fresh life was being infused
into literature.
The audience included veteran writers like Ramesh Kuntal
Megh and Virender Mendiratta,
both in their nineties.
The award of recognition was
given to five senior writers in different languages: Tejwant Singh
Gill for English, Prasoon Prasad
for Hindi, Om Prakash Vashishta
for Punjabi, Chaman Ahuja for
Urdu and Virender Kumar
Alankar for Sanskrit.
The best book award went to
Masha Kaur (English) and
Shashi Prabha (Hindi) for their
novels.
Amarjeet Amar got this award
for poetry and Pragya Sharda for
stories, Anita Surbhi for children’s literature and Jang
Bahadur Goyal for translation
(Hindi).
The awards for Punjabi went
to Daljit Kaur Saini for children’s
literature, Narinder Pal Singh
Komal for fiction, Subhash
Sharma for poetry and Arvinder
Johal for translation. SS Bhatti
got the Urdu award for poetry.

n

Winners during the annual award ceremony of the Chandigarh Sahitya Akademi held at the Randhawa Auditorium of Punjab Kala Bhawan in
HT PHOTO
Sector 16, Chandigarh, on Saturday.
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE CHANDIGARH VOTERS WANT

DELIVERY OF HEALTH
EALTH SERVICES NEEDS TO BE PRIORITY; LOCAL CONNECT SURELY HELPS
MUST TAKE EVERYBODY ALONG From public transport to caring for students, this set of residents seek a more balanced pace of development for all sections of society

Kulwant Kaur Dhaliwal,
85, ex-chairperson,
Chandigarh Senior
Citizens’ Association
Chandigarh has a large
population of senior citizens but we feel the current
government doesn’t do
much for us. I feel the next
MP must be more supportive of citizens. They allow
us to hold our meetings at
community centres at
subsidised rates, and have
other such small provisions
for us, but when it comes to
providing substantial help,
the MPs shy away. Even if
providing funds to help us
manage health centres for
senior citizens is an issue,
providing manpower to
help us run them would
help as well. We deserve
respect and our experience
must also be put to
good use.

EASE PRESSURE
ON RESOURCES
OF CHANDIGARH

MAKE MHC A
SEPARATE WARD
IN MANIMAJRA

NEXT MP
SHOULD
BELONG TO CITY

Jatinder Mehta, 49,
Senior vice president of
the CHB 1/2 BHK flat,
RWA Sector 49
Chandigarh is turning into
an education hub, with
students from many
adjoining states coming to
the city. I would urge the
next MP to take note of this
and create more affordable
accommodation for them.
Currently many paying
guests (PG)s are running
illegally where students
have cough up a lot of
money for very limited
facilities. The police needs
to carry out checks to take
to task PG owners who keep
tenants without carrying
out any verification. The
next MP must also not
neglect the Southern
sectors. Sector 49-D is in
dire need of a bus stand and
a beat box.

Gagandeep Singh Wasu,
43, advocate,
Sector 2 resident

Colonel Gursewak Singh,
73, President, Modern
Housing Complex,
Manimajra RWA
The current MP has failed to
address many of the city’s
problems and I expect the
next MP to do a better job.
Modern Housing Complex
should be made a separate
ward in Manimajra and we
had also filed a proposal to
the governor to allot us the
status of Sector 13. The next
MP should look into this.
Parking is getting to be a
major problem and the next
MP must create more
community parking space.
Speed breakers (like the
ones near the government
houses) need to be set up in
densely populated residential areas like MHC to ensure
that lumpen elements are
afraid of creating a ruckus.

Sudarshan Joshi, 59,
Sector 44-C RWA

GROWTH OF
CITY HAS
COME TO A HALT
Abhishek Sharma,
Sector 48 resident
There was a time when city
beautiful was the trendsetter for other UTs and states
to follow across the country.
In the last five years, however, things have completely gone off track . The
Swacch Bharat rankings or
other national level surveys
are proof of this. Solving the
problems of transportation,
the Dadumajra dumping
ground, accidents due to
stray dogs and cattle should
be prioritised by the new
MP. Performance of incumbent MP Kirron Kher is like a
big box office flop, as the
growth of the city has come
to a halt. During her tenure,
Chandigarh has not been
able to get a single good
project that would generate
jobs. The connect of the MP
with residents is altogether
missing.

For me, metro is not a good
idea as it will create chaos in
the city. We must focus on
strengthening public bus
service not only in Chandigarh but also in the tricity.
Due to lack of facilities in
catchment areas, Chandigarh has to shoulder the
burden of healthcare and
education. The new MP
must ensure that the
required infrastructure and
facilities are put in place in
neighbouring cities to
reduce the pressure on
Chandigarh, otherwise
things will go from bad to
worse as the city was meant
for four to five lakh people
and the population has
already crossed the
11 lakh mark.

PAY MORE
ATTENTION
TO VILLAGES
Deepak Kumar, 26,
Supervisor at
railway station
Chandigarh is known for its
sectors but it has villages
too and these are by and
large neglected and
undeveloped. The next MP
should ensure that the
villages are developed and
get the basic amenities of
food, water and education.
Secondly, the city’s health
facilities should be improved. It is also difficult
for the common man to
avail of health policies or
schemes. Things should be
simplified so that an
illiterate person can avail of
such facilities. We want an
education system that
teaches us to think rather
then merely follow orders.
This is a tough task. Will
the new MP be up for it?

Ensure rules are followed in transport
of people to rallies, says EC directive

Saran’s assets
Moveable

₹6.1 lakh
Immovable

₹3.5 crore
Cash in hand

₹25,000
Total declared assets,
including spouse

The Election Commission has
issued directives to the district
administration to crack down
on vehicles not meant for
transporting humans ferrying
people from rallies and public
meetings. The directions say,
“Often traffic authorities fail to
take action against vehicles
which violate the Motor Vehicles Act by carrying people
during the poll period.” It adds
action could be taken for viola-

n

Naresh Saran, BSP, Ambala (SC reserved)

Bank deposits

‘HAPPY TO BE HERE’ JS Kang who left the party in
2011 said he now regretted decision to join the Akali Dal
election

₹1.25 lakh

2019

Jewellery

Total declared
moveable assets

CHANDIGARH SEAT

₹1.6 lakh

₹5.87 lakh

Vehicles Car
Vehicles

₹18.9 lakh Nil

HT Correspondent

₹2.5 lakh
Scooter

₹25,000

trcitytoday
APRIL 21, 2019

DEMONSTRATION OF EVM WORKING

n

CHANDIGARH: Toeing the line of
other local leaders, former president of the Chandigarh unit of
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), Jagjit Singh alias Gora Kang, joined
the Congress on Saturday.
Over the past three days,
councillor Satish Kainth and
former BSP leader Jannat Jahan
had also joined the party.
Kang was associated with the
Congress earlier as well, but had
shifted to SAD before the 2011

Where: Manimajra Community Centre (near duplex market)
When: 10:30am onwards

SUMMER COOLER FESTIVAL
CITCO is organising a five-day summer cooler festival with a vast menu
serving drinks and snacks.
Where: Hotel Mount View, Sector 10, Chandigarh, When: 11 am onwards.

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector 34A, Ram
Darbar
MOHALI: Phase 8, 11

Chandigarh

Sector 34A
Phase 8
Mohali

Phase 11

Ram Darbar

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

BANSAL BATS FOR
PUNJABI AS
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
Congress Lok Sabha candidate
Pawan Kumar Bansal promised
that if elected as the MP, he will
ensure that Punjabi was given
the status of an official language
in the Union Territory of Chandigarh on the lines of Hindi and
English.
He also accused the municipal
corporation of neglecting villages under its jurisdiction.
“Under the BJP, rural houses
were not getting new electricity
and water connections,” he
claimed.
He added that constructions
outside the ‘lal dora’ were unjustifiably being demolished.
He supported the demand for
raising the height of residential
buildings in villages to 45 metres.

Yamunanagar zila parishad
chairman Renu Bala, the
BJP’s Muslim Manch state
president, Arshad Poswal,
and six members of the parishad of the BJP and the BSP
joined the Congress in the
presence of Congress candidate from Ambala, Kumari
Selja, on Saturday. Selja welcomed these leaders at a rally
in Chhachhrauli town. Renu
said she had been humiliated
in the BJP.

n

Chief electoral officer Ajoy Kumar Sinha and DC Manjit Singh
RAVI KUMAR/HT
Brar at an awareness campaign on Saturday.

Voter Rath flagged off from Plaza
ChiefelectoralofficerAKSinha
flagged off a Voter Rath from
Sector 17 Plaza on Saturday. It
will move around the city till
May 19, day of polling in Chandigarh, to generate awareness
among public and motivate
them to participate in this election by voting. An extensive

mock programme was also
held under which officials
trained people on the use of
EVMs and Voter Verifiable
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT). A
photoboothwasalsocreatedto
attract youngsters into taking
selfies with peers and family
members.

AAP’s Shergill campaigns in villages
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate from Anandpur Sahib
constituency Narinder Singh
Shergill addressed election
meetings at villages in Chamkaur Sahib assembly constituency on Saturday. He told the
gathering that the historic

assembly segment had been
ignored by successive Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and Congress. He accused MLA Charanjit Singh Channi, who is also
a Punjab minister, of ignoring
the constituency after wining
the polls.

Congress candidate from
Anandpur Sahib Manish
Tewari has appealed to voters to exercise their franchisee with caution and after
deep thought. “This election
is critical to the future of
India,” he told a rally in
Mohali on Saturday.
“You are going to choose
and elect a government that
willdecideanddeterminethe
future of the country. You
have seen for yourself what
happened during the last five
years.” he told workers.

Bansal bats for
Tewari in Mohali
Two days after Congress
leader Manish Tewari
extended support to Pawan
Bansal, Bansal reciprocated
by batting for him in
Tewari’s Mohali rally in Sector 80, on Saturday. “Vote for
Tewari as the Congress is the
only party that works for all
sections of the society.”

COMPILED BY SHAILEE DOGRA, SUNIL RAHAR, BAHADURJEET SINGH AND VIVEK GUPTA

Residents suffer as cleared challans
show up as unpaid on online software

Body found near
railway station

Rajanbir Singh

CHANDIGARH: An unidentified
body was found near the Chandigarh railway station on Saturday. Manjeet Singh from government railway police (GRP),
Chandigarh, said the deceased

n

FOSWAC is holding an executive body meeting. Officials from the
Election Commission will hold a presentation during the meeting to
demonstrate the working of the EVM machines.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

municipal election due to internal differences.
He became the president of the
SAD unit in 2014, a position that
held till 2016.
Addressing the media, Kang
described his experience of joining the SAD ‘as the most regrettable’ of his life and said he was
happy to hold the Congress’ hand
again.
Several Punjab leaders,
including Punjab animal husbandry minister Balbir Singh
Sidhu, former minister Jagmohan Singh Kang and Fatehgarh
Sahib MLA Kuljit Singh Nagra
were present during his induction function.
They appealed to the gathering to vote for the Congress and
Bansal as the city had been set
back by years under the BJP misrule.

Yamunanagar
ZP chairman
joins Congress

Vote with
caution: Tewari

Now,formerSADcity
presidentjoinsCong

Investment

Wife Anju’s assets

tion of the model code of conduct, if the practice continues.
Mohali district has three
assembly segments, which will
be monitored by six flying
squads, three static surveillance and four video surveillance teams equipped with
high-tech equipment. “All government vehicles of all departments including that of the senior officers should be compulsorily checked,” Sapra added.

Former Chandigarh SAD president Jagjit Singh Gora Kang and party candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal
greeting each other at Kang’s induction in the Congress in Chandigarh on Saturday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

₹26,500

₹3.8 cr

Immovable
assets

POLLBUZZ

“Both Kumari Selja (Congress) and Rattan Lal Kataria
(BJP) are outsiders. For 20 years,
they have not contributed. This
time people have decided to
uproot the BJP and the Congress
from Ambala forever. We are
raising the poor’s voice,” he
claimed.
“This time, the BSP-LSP alliance will achieve better performance in the Lok Sabha elections. We will take all sections
along with us,” he added. HTC

ASSETS WATCH

Anil Kumar, 49, Government servant, PGIMER
The city’s health system
needs the attention of the
city’s new MP. While Chandigarh has the best health
facilities, yet many people
suffer as they can’t have
access to proper healthcare.
The next MP must work to
strengthen the existing
primary and secondary care
health facilities so that
people are treated on time
and the burden on PGIMER
is reduced. The condition of
roads is also quite bad in
many sectors, especially
near the hospital. Poor
patients should also get
proper treatment here. We
need to improve the administrative side of handling
patients. There needs to be
far greater sensitivity.

COMPILED BY SHUB KARMAN DHALIWAL, RAJANBIR SINGH, VIVEK GUPTA, RACHNA VERMA, TANBIR DHALIWAL

Ambala: Ex-Haryana
BSP chief files papers
AMBALA : Former Haryana BSP
chief Naresh Saran filed his
nomination papers for the
Ambala (SC-reserved) seat on
Saturday. Saran, from Saran village of Yamunanagar, is contesting his first Lok Sabha election;
his papers could not be submitted on Friday due to technical
glitches. BSP state in-charge
Meghraj Singh and party workersaccompaniedSaran,whotold
reporter that he was fighting
against outsiders.

AFFORDABLE
HEALTHCARE
FOR POOR

The next MP should belong
to Chandigarh, someone
who grew up here, so that
he or she understands the
character of the city and its
people. The person should
also be based here so that
he or she can remain accessible to the people. The city
has slipped in the Swacch
rankings and this needs to
be addressed first. Waste
collection should be
streamlined and the next
MP must improve his or her
track record on ensuring
that health and hygiene
issues or sorted out here.
Only a healthy city can have
the energy to actively
participate in events and
contribute to the development of the city and
perform his/her duty.

rajanbir.singh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :In an era when photos and videos are transmitted in
a jiffy across continents, the traffic police department continues
to operate in an antiquated
mode. The department has gone
online, but is unable to ensure
that challans that have been paid
for are settled in its record.
This means that motorists,
who happen to violate traffic
rules and have paid the relevant
fine, face inconvenience if they
want to sell or transfer ownership of their vehicle.
The number of their vehicle
shows up as disputed on the Registering and Licensing Authority’s software, the Vaahan app.
They have to run from pillar
to post to get this removed from
record. Anecdotal evidence suggests that even under normal
conditions and payment of fine,
the vehicle’s record is set
straight only after two weeks.

›

I had to come back
from Srinagar to
Chandigarh to ensure that
the record was set straight.
This was four months
after I had paid the fine.
KIFAYAT LATIF BABA, a businessman

WOES RECOUNTED
Kifayat Latif Baba, a businessman from Srinagar, had visited
Chandigarhin November 2018 as
a tourist. “I wasn’t familiar with
traffic rules and took a wrong
turn. I was penalised and I had
paid the fine before heading back
home,” he said.
However, when he wanted to
sell his vehicle, a Maruti Swift, in
January 2019, the online registry
showed that the challan had not
been paid. “I had to come back to
Chandigarh to ensure that the
record was set straight. I’m a

busy man and a woman in the
courts offered to get the online
record of my challan removed
for ₹3,000.”
He managed to get the record
rectified in the online software
only this month, four months
after he had paid the fine.
In another case, a car registered in Himachal Pradesh was
booked and the owner, a 26-yearold market researcher, who was
reluctant to share his name said
he was greatly inconvenienced.
“I had to spend four days going
up and down the district court to
get the challan cleared. Nobody
is willing to help us, the cops are
rude and the advocates only talk
to you if you pay them. Finally, I
managed to speak to a sessions
judge. After this, my work was
done in ten minutes.”
He claimed that the authorities aren’t helpful on purpose
because they are seekingmoney.
The auto-drivers of Chandigarh are also being targeted by
this flawed system. Ashok
Kumarhadbeenissuedachallan

in December. However, the
online registry of the challan
wasn’t removed and in January
when he had to get the annual
examination of his vehicle done,
he had to pay a penalty to get it
passed.
Satish Kumar Jaiswal was in
for a shock when he was told that
a challan dating back to 2015 had
not been settled. A source in the
district court said, “Internet connectivity is poor and technical
issues delay the process.”

was in his late 20s. He added it
could be the case of suicide as the
lower body was found outside of
the track. Police have started
inquest proceedings under Section 174 of the CRPC.
HTC

47 YEARS OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

SRI SUKHMANI
GROUP OF INSTITUTIONS

CAMPUS: DERABASSI, ADJOINING CHANDIGARH
Approved by AICTE, DCI, INC, PTU, BFUHS & PSBET

E-CHALLANING
COULD BE A SOLUTION
To tackle this issue of updating of
records, the UT traffic police
have procured 25 e-challaning
machines.
This machine will havethe list
of all traffic offences and the
offender will be given a slip to be
taken to the police lines in Sector
29 to pay the fine.
After the fine is paid, the
record will update automatically
as the machines are directly connected to the Vahaan app.

website: www.srisukhmanigroup.edu.in

B.TECH (Civil, ECE, CSE, ME, EE)
DIPLOMA (Civil, ECE, CSE, ME, EE)
PHARMACY* (D. Pharmacy, B. Pharmacy)
LAW* (B.A., LLB 5yrs, LLB 3yrs)
NURSING (GNM, B.Sc, Post Basic, M.Sc)
MLT (Diploma, B.Sc, M.Sc) BDS
BBA, BCA, B.Com., MBA, MCA, M.Tech.

T & C APPLY*

GOVT IGNORING
SENIOR
CITIZENS

STUDENTS NEED
AFFORDABLE
HOSTELS
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HT REPORTERS’ TRACKER ON ALL THOSE MAKING, OR FAKING, NEWS
“STRATEGIC” ABSENCE
While the Congress is upbeat with several former rivals crossing over to the
party and singing paeans to Lok Sabha
candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal,
something doesn’t seem to be quite
right with senior leader and two-time
mayor Subhash Chawla. Considered
to be Bansal’s top strategist, he has
been missing in action for the past several days, not being seen even at
important party functions. While he
has been giving the excuse that he has
been unwell for the past few days,
Chawla’s supporters say the man is
unhappy following differences with
local party chief Pardeep Chhabra.
Well, Bansal could have a tough time
ahead garnering votes for the May 19
elections as well as soothing ruffled
feathers.

SON RISE
Former BSP leader Jannat Jahan and
rebel BJP councillor Satish Kainth
who recently joined the Congress have
been all praise for party leader Pawan
Bansal’s younger son Manish for his
role in their joining the party. However, instead of being happy that they
have another leader in the making,
many Congressmen appear to be
unhappy with the attention Bansal
Junior is getting.Insiders say the
young man has been actively participating in his father’s poll campaign
this time round and that many of
Pawan Bansal’s supporters to see him
as his father’s political heir. What can
one say? One man’s son rise could
mean sunset of another’s career.

n

LEADER IN THE MAKING: Manish Bansal’s rise through Congress ranks is making a couple of party leaders unhappy.
make more sense coming from a senior
citizen, and that the questioner looked
as “fit” as a college student. As the man
in question beamed, others knew this
was one bureaucrat who knew how to
build a fan following!

TOMORROW NEVER COMES

Illustration: BISEAJIT DEBNATH/HT

LOOKING TOWARDS CHANDIGARH
Even though Manish Tewari’s Lok
Sabha ticket for Anandpur Sahib has
been confirmed, the Congress leader
who studied and grew up in Chandigarh and was hoping for a ticket from
here can’t forget this city. He was

recently seen asking local residents to
support him, probably hoping they ask
friends and relatives in Anandpur
Sahib to vote for him. No place like
home when looking for some support,
eh?

It’s been three weeks since the Congress announced Pawan Kumar Bansal’s candidature for the Lok Sabha
polls, but even now, every time one
asks BJP workers about their candidate, all they come up with is: “It will
be announced tomorrow.” One wonders what they’ll have to say when filing
of nominations start next week and the
“tomorrow” mantra is rendered ineffective?

While answering citizen’s queries during a meeting held with resident welfare associations, Mandip Singh Brar,
Chandigarh deputy commissioner
(DC) turned on the charm full blast to

Reimbursement to private
schools stuck due to poll code
n

srishti.jaswal@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The process of reim-

bursing fees of students from
economically weaker section
and disadvantaged group admissions to private recognised
schools is stuck because the
model code of conduct is in place.
The education department
has sent a proposal to the Election Commission of India, New
Delhi, for approval, after which
UT will notify the decided rates.
The schools have not been
reimbursed for admissions
under the right of children to free
and compulsory education from
last three academic sessions.
The education department
had set up a poll screening committee headed by UT adviser to
administrator Manoj Kumar
Parida. The committee was
headed by department secretary
BL Sharma.
BL Sharma said, “Committee
constituted under The Fee Regulation Act, headed by education
secretary had assessed the rates

›

The committee
constituted under The
Fee Regulation Act had
assessed the rates of fee
reimbursement. The rates
will be notified after
clearance from the ECI.
BL SHARMA, secretary,
UT education department

of fee reimbursement and made
its recommendation. Finance
department has concurred the
said rates. The rates will be notified after obtaining clearance
from ECI.”
Sources said the final rates
notification is expected to take
place in the first week of June,
immediately after the elections
end.
President of Independent
Schools’ Association HS Mamik
said, “Poll code comes into force
when something new is
announced. In this case, they

n

OUR CHARMING DC

EWS ADMISSIONS

Srishti Jaswal

A KIDNAPPING THAT WASN’T

had to pay outstanding dues.
This is nothing but just an
excuse because they haven't got
the budget. They are hoping to
get money from the MHRD. If
they cannot pay, they should not
insist on continuing with EWS/
DG admissions as it will just
increase the outstanding dues.
ADMN PROMISED
REIMBURSEMENT
IN 90 DAYS
UT administration had guaranteed during a meeting with the
Independent Schools Association on March 13 that it will clear
all the outstanding dues of the
private schools with respect to
EWS and DG reimbursements
within 90 working days.
The final call on reimbursements to private schools of Chandigarh was taken by committee
convened by the UT education
department. The education
department had decided the
amount for three years as
₹1,767.39 per child for 2015-16,
₹2197.32 for 2016-17 and ₹2348.38
for 2017-18.

campusconnect

UT mayor pays
pending bill after
dept snaps
power connection
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Mayor Rajesh Kalia

deposited pending electricity bill
on Saturday, a day after the
Chandigarh electricity department snapped electricity connection of his residential property in
Maloya due to ₹83,000 pending
bill.
The electricity department
had issued a bill of ₹1.43 lakh in
February, of which ₹1.16 lakh
were arrears. He had paid ₹60,000
in March but did not clear pending dues, forcing electricity wing
to snap his connection.
While four shops on the
ground floor of the building have
been rented out, houses on first
and second floor too have tenants. Kalia is reported to be earning rent from a mobile tower on
the roof too. The power of attorney of his property is in his brother-in-law’s name.
Mayor said that the supply was
restored after he had cleared the
bill.

WINNING HEARTS: Mandeep Singh
Brar, deputy commissioner

impress the RWA members present.
When a not-so-young-man asked him
how the administration would help
senior citizens vote, Brar, with a twinkle in his eyes, said the question would

It was a prank played by two sisters
and their male friends that sent
Mohali police into a tizzy on Thursday
night. The police control room
received a call saying that two girls
had been kidnapped from a Zirakpur
mall and a ransom had been demanded
for them. As the entire police department swung into action within minutes it turned out that the two sisters
had hatched a plan to get money from
their parents. Even though no official
complaint was lodged, we’re sure the
parents must have had a lot to say to
the girls. This story should also come
with a warning: Please don’t try this

trick (again) at home, as it can have
serious consequences.

THOROUGH SCRUTINY
Trust BL Sharma, education secretary
(ES), to take action where it’s due. Last
week, on receiving the file seeking closure of a case of sexual harassment
and proposing revocation of the suspension of the accused and release of
his retirement benefits, Sharma
ensured the file was reopened. An
investigator in the case said that after
hearing the parents of the “victims,”
Sharma decided it would be appropriate to initiate disciplinary action
against the accused. “We wonder what
prompted ES to reopen a case that was
closed, but I am glad he did the right
thing,” the source added.
COMPILED BY SHAILEE DOGRA,
MUNIESHWER A SAGAR, VIVEK
GUPTA, SRISHTI JASWAL AND
RAJANBIR SINGH

Travel agent booked for duping
Ambala club members of ₹98L
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : A travel agent has been

booked for duping local Lions
Club’s members of ₹98 lakh.
Accused identified as Sanjeev
Sharma, resident of Sector 6 in
Karnal, runs a travel company
Worldwide Tour and Travels.
Sanjeev had promised 263
members of the club a six-night
tour package to Bangkok,
Pataya and Phuket at the cost of
₹53,300 per head.
The accused had promised a
tour package including the cost
of flight, hotel stay and threetime food as per American Plan
(a system of paying a single
daily rate that covers the room
and all meals).
President of the club Ravi
Mehra said in his complaint that
the agent had duped 40 members
of the club of ₹98 lakh, including
₹75 lakh for hotel booking, ₹3.5
lakh for visa fee and other payments of nearly ₹20 lakh.
As per the FIR, the accused
had taken passports of the members and till August 30, 2018, he
kept delaying the visa process

›

The agent had duped
40 members of the
Lions Club in the name tour
package, including ₹75
lakh for hotel booking,
₹3.5 lakh for visa fee and
other payments of
nearly ₹20 lakh.
RAVI MEHRA , club president

and flight confirmations as well.
Following the mismanagement,
31 members of the club could not
go to Bangkok while 22 had to
manage their flights by themselves.
Around 212 members pressed
the agent, following which he
issued flights and visas. The
agent promised that 22 members who are booking their
flights by themselves, their
money would be returned, but
later he did not return the
money.
After reaching Bangkok, the
members got to know that the

agent did not pay the complete
money to the hoteliers. He had
to pay $125 per head but he paid
only $35, following which the
members had to manage
another nearly ₹58 lakh for
managing their hotel stay.
Members started demanding
their money after returning to
India but nothing happened.
Later, after forcing him more,
they received a cheque of ₹19
lakh, which also bounced.
It was also decided that the
accused would return ₹40 lakh
by March 21, 2019, another ₹19
lakh by May 15. When March 21
passed, the agent again failed
to return the money, after
which the members lodged a
complaint against him with
Ambala police.
The matter was firstly
enquired by the economic
branch of Ambala police, following which a case under Section 420 (cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) was registered against
Sanjeev Sharma. Police official
said further action will taken
after investigation.

CHANDIGARH: Dr BR Ambedkar
Centre at Panjab University, Chandigarh, organised a one-day national
seminar on ‘Women empowerment
in Bharat through ages’ on Saturday.
Director of Gramshree-Women
empowerment Anar Patel shared
how she addressed the needs of
poor people. She concluded the talk
with a message that women must
move in society and work hard. PU
V-C Raj Kumar said real women’s
empowerment can be achieved only
by ingraining the idea of equality.

Commerce students get
warm send-off at PGGCG-42
CHANDIGARH : The commerce
department of Post Graduate

CGC Landran signs
MoU with Toi Ohomai
MOHALI: Chandigarh Group of
Colleges, Landran, has recently
partnered with Toi Ohomai Institute
of Technology, New Zealand. The
memorandum is the first step
towards initiating a credit transfer
programme for students of CGC
Landran, which will open plethora of

seized an amount of ₹22 lakh
from a cash van at a naka on
Rupnagar-Chandigarh road
near Singh-Bhagwantpur village on Saturday.
The naka was laid in view of
the Lok Sabha elections, police
said. Singh-Bhagwantpur station house officer (SHO) Jagjit
Singh said police stopped a cash
van hired by a private bank and
during the search, ₹22 lakh were
seized from a trunk placed in the
van.
Jagjit Singh said the two persons in the van could not furnish
documents for the cash. He said
senior police officials and
income tax authorities have
been informed about the seizure
of cash. The origin of the cash
will be verified and its destination will also be ascertained, he
said.
HTC

NAKA WAS SET UP IN
VIEW OF ELECTIONS, THE
TWO OCCUPANTS COULD
NOT FURNISH PAPERS

COL VR MOHAN
DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL

Jungle party

Inter-house singing
contest
DERA BASSI : Col VR Mohan DAV Public
School, conducted singing, chanting
and calligraphy competitions on
Saturday to ensure holistic development of children. Principal Sarita
Yadav lauded the efforts of the
students and teachers. Dharma House
won the singing competition.

ST VIVEKANAND MILLENNIUM

Interactive session

Activity ‘Know about me’
Amar Patel, director of Gramshree-Women Empowerment, and Panjab University vice-chancellor
Raj Kumar during a session at the varsity in Chandigarh on Saturday.
HT PHOTO
Government College for Girls, Sector
42, bid farewell to the outgoing
batch of BCom and MCom on Friday.
Students had organised different
dance and song performances.
Akanksha, Bhavika and Diksha
were declared Miss BCom, first
runner-up and second runner-up,
respectively. Ranjana was declared
Miss MCom. PGGCG-42 principal Binu
Dogra concluded the event and
wished luck to the outgoing students.

RUPNAGAR : The police have

schoolnotes

ST SOLDIER’S SCHOOL,
PANCHKULA

SEMINAR ON
WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT

₹22 LAKH SEIZED
FROM CASH VAN
NEAR ROPAR

DC MONTESSORI SENIOR
SECONDARY SMART SCHOOL

CHANDIGARH : DC Montessori Senior
Secondary Smart School organised a
jungle party wherein the students of
the preparatory Classes 1 and 2 took
part with great enthusiasm. Students
were dressed in green. They were
apprised of healthy foods available in
the eco-friendly environment of a
forest. Kids had brought green food
items, which they relished in Nirjhar
Vatika Park in Panchkula. Students
wore handmade animal masks and
also played hide and seek.

n

HT PHOTO

opportunities for students to study
and work in New Zealand. Students
of CGC Landran will get an opportunity to complete their degree
abroad. Head of Toi Ohomai Peter
Richardson said, “Students will have
the advantage of getting post study
work visa for not less than three
years which will make them familiar
to our community.”

PGIMER professor
honoured in Nepal
CHANDIGARH: Professor in the
department of radio diagnosis at
PGIMER, Chandigarh, Dr Mahesh
Prakash was honoured in Nepal for
his outstanding contribution to
musculoskeletal radiology in India
and SAARC countries during recent
outreach programme of Musculoskeletal Society of India (MSS) at
Manipal Teaching Hospital, Pokhara,
Nepal.

PANCHKULA : St Soldier’s School,
Sector 16, conducted an activity
‘Know about me,’ for kindergarten
students. Children were encouraged
to introduce themselves by speaking
full sentences. The activity helped to
enhance stage confidence and
oratory skills among students.

GIAN JYOTI GLOBAL SCHOOL

World Earth Day
MOHALI : Gian Jyoti Global School,
Phase 2, celebrated the World Earth
Day. A special assembly was conducted and a rally was organised to
convey the need to conserve the
earth. Students narrated slogans like
go green before green goes, save
earth, save water and save resources
during the rally. They also made
people aware of hazardous effects of
using plastic bags. Principal Ranjeet
Bedi congratulated students for
making effective use of props to
emphasise on the importance of
‘reduce, reuse and recycle’.

n

Students carrying placards during a rally organised to observe World Earth Day at Gian Jyoti Global
School in Mohali on Saturday. The global event falls on April 22.
HT PHOTO

AKSIPS- 41

Lesson on Sikh history
CHANDIGARH : To mark the importance of the World Heritage Day,
students of Classes 9 and 10 of
AKSIPS-41 Smart School went for an
educational field trip to Baba Banda
Singh Bahadur War Memorial in
Chappar Chiri. Students were made
aware of the history of Sikhs. They
were also apprised of the battle that
was fought there. Principal Ritu Bali
said such trips were important to
sensitise students about their history.

DC MODEL SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

Shoe donation campaign
PANCHKULA : DC Model Senior
Secondary School organised a unique
campaign on shoe donation under the
corporate-social responsibility

initiative of SHARP NGO and Bata
Show Company. The campaign aimed
to support children of economically
weaker section of the society by
providing them with new pair of
shoes under an exchange programme.
As many as 197 students participated
in the venture and donated 638 pairs
of shoes. Director BB Gupta appreciated the initiative taken by the
company. Principal Usha Gupta
praised all the students and encouraged them to come forward for such
noble cause.
PARAGON CONVENT SCHOOL

Investiture ceremony
CHANDIGARH : Paragon Convent
School, Sector 24, organised an
investiture ceremony to honour
school prefects. Principal Rajni Dutta
presided over the function. Aditya
Thakur and Arshpreet were elected as

school head boy and head girl. The
newly elected office bearers administered oath of the office. Principal
honoured them with batches.
ST SOLDIER SCHOOL, MOHALI

Awareness rally
on voting rights
MOHALI : St Soldier International
Convent School, Phase 7, students
took out a rally to create awareness
about elections among people on
Saturday. The National Service
Scheme (NSS) and National Cadet
Corps (NCC) volunteers took part in
the rally to educate the people
about voting rights with the
help of banners, placards and
slogans. Managing director Karan
Singh Brar and director Satya
Minhas lauded the efforts of the
students.

PANCHKULA : St Vivekanand Millennium School, HMT Township, Pinjore,
an interactive session for the students
of Class 12 on Saturday. Shankar
Rokkam, a freelance counsellor from
Bengaluru, was the resource person.
He spoke on the topic, ‘Choosing a
career path’. The session commenced
with talk on networking and contact
building. Students shared their views
regarding different opportunities
which were getting them confused.
Principal Piyush Punj thanked the
resource person.

ST JOSEPH’S SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL

Session on personality
development
CHANDIGARH : St Joseph’s Senior
Secondary School, Sector 44, held a
session on peer pressure, eating
disorders, bullying and role of electronic gadgets in lives of adolescents
for the secondary block students on
Saturday. Counsellor Manpreet Kaur
Chanana conducted the session.
Students interacted with the counsellor and discussed their concerns.
Principal Monica Chawla emphasised
on regular interactions with students.
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PRIYA S TANDON

YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY, SO
DO MAKE AN INFORMED CHOICE

POTPOURRI

E

ver wonder why French fries taste
yummy and the humble salad tastes
like punishment? Why do icecreams taste heavenly and curd
tastes like a sick man’s food? Why is
it gratifying to sleep for long hours instead of
getting up early for yoga or going for a walk?
Why is everything that is right so difficult to
do, and everything that is easy not really the
right thing to do?
With India in election mode, every political
party and every candidate is trying to prove
that he is right and his opponent is wrong. But
is he really doing right or just trying to prove
that he is right without really being what he
professes to be? Doing the right thing requires
self-control, sacrifice, discipline and the courage of conviction.
I wonder who laid down the rules for politicians. India has had some tall leaders in the
past. What was their work ethic? What were
their working hours like? What were the principles that guided their path? What was their
vision? And most importantly what was their
intention and what did they achieve?
Actions always speak louder than words.

Discipline is the hallmark of intelligent living.
Even in most households parents have to set
examples for children. If they eat junk they
cannot expect their children to eat healthy. If
they do not keep the house in an orderly and
clean state, they cannot expect the children to
keep their room clean. If they indulge in dishonesty, how can they expect their children to
be honest?
Do take a look at the report card of the candidates in your constituency before you vote.
If your candidate is a first timer, do check out
his achievements in other walks of life. Do

I WONDER WHO LAID DOWN THE
RULES FOR POLITICIANS. INDIA HAS
HAD SOME TALL LEADERS IN THE
PAST. WHAT WAS THEIR WORK ETHIC?
WHAT WERE THEIR WORKING
HOURS LIKE? WHAT WERE THE
PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDED THEIR
PATH? WHAT WAS THEIR VISION?

find out about his performance and the ability
to deliver in his past roles. Today, the voter is
not only powerful, he is very aware. Social
media has made him so. Almost everyone is
active on some social media platform or the
other. Even if you are one of the rare ones,
who do not use social media, Google is the
know-all, who can tell you everything about
every candidate and his party.
As a young first-time voter, I remember
standing in the queue waiting for my turn to
reach the ballot box. My heart was thumping.
I felt elated! There was a middle-aged woman
in the queue behind me. She asked me who I
was going to vote for. I was a novice. I didn’t
remember that voting was a secret ballot and I
could stay silent. I divulged. She said, “Theek
hai. Hum bhi usi ko vote daal dete
hain.(That’s okay, we’ll vote for that person
too).” I was a little surprised at her statement,
wondering how I could guide her. She went on
to say, “Aap padhe-likhe ho naa. Aap to
samjhdaari se vote daalo ge. To hum bhi aap ki
samajh ko theek maan lete hain (You’re educated. You’ll vote intelligently, so we’ll go by
your decision).”Another woman who was lis-

n

Do take a look at the report card of the candidates in your constituency before you vote.

tening to our conversation said, “Hum bhi
soch rehe thae, kis ko vote daalein. Chalo hum
bhi iss ko hi daal dete hein (We were also wondering who we should vote for, so let’s vote for
this person).”
Well! That was many years ago! Now,
everyone is better informed. It’s not only
everyone’s right to vote, it is also everyone’s

BEWARE OF THAT CHINK IN YOUR ARMOUR
guest
column
COL AVNISH SHARMA (RETD)

I

t was December 1986. I, as a young
Captain, was posted as an aidede-camp (staff officer) to a general. We were in the midst of
series of war exercises in the desert.
Not very aware of the nuances of
planning, strategy and tactics, I found
the process intriguing. Once the time
for the offensive thrust across the
‘notional’ international border with
the enemy state was fixed at 3 am I
questioned the boss while walking
back from the operations room to his
mobile caravan (field living quarter)
about the timing. What difference did
it make to launch the offensive at 3 am
or 12 pm if hostilities had commenced
and the enemy was expecting an
attack?
The general listened to me and
smiled, replying, “It’s my experience
and belief that the level of alertness of
a human being, even if he is a highly
conscientious sentry (watchman), is
on the wane between 2am and 5am, for
whatever reason. I call it a chink in the
armour. So, the aim is to gain initial
advantage during an offensive. We
need to exploit this window, Captain.”
These words of wisdom were ratified more than once throughout my
service career and became the thrust
of training wherever I was in com-

n

From honking loudly to littering public spaces, we expose little chinks in our
armour when we are not considerate about others.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

mand of troops. Now, retired and settled in an ever vibrant civil environment, the chink theory seems relevant
here too.
The other day, I had to steer my
vehicle to a slip road to attend to a
phone call from my wife when I saw a
young man and woman walking
through the parking lot of a shopping
arcade. The woman, maybe all of 18 or
20, an educated person and the future
of our country, threw a banana peel on
the paver block. The couple carried on
as if all was in order, Swacch Bharat
spirit thrown to the wind!

Then there’s this middle-aged doctor neighbour of ours, a very accomplished human being. He co-owns a
multispecialty medical clinic and is a
proponent of the adage, ‘prevention is
better than cure’. However, every time
he comes home from work, we hear
loud honks from his SUV, to signal his
domestic helpers to open the gate. The
horn is quite disturbing, more so for
the old and the infants. On being told
about it, loveable though he is, he
frankly expressed his helplessness in
dealing with the situation. “The horn
is factory fitted by the company, what

do I do?”
The respected medico obviously has
his priorities clear with noise pollution not figuring anywhere in his list of
don’ts.
Now moving on to our ‘privileged’
address. We live in the same lane as a
prominent politician and love him for
his gentle demeanour, but hate the
traffic mess that results from his supporters, well-wishers and media persons buzzing around his house. Well,
all this can’t be helped, but the least
that can be done is have his staff manage the chaos. But that gives rise to the
question: How will his popularity then
be showcased?
The problem continues though the
gentleman of late has been talking
about the city fast losing its pristine
looks, in complete variance with talk
and walk.
Malhotra Saab, our sector’s flagship tyre and battery dealer always
has pearls of wisdom to offer to
friends, including yours truly. During
a light discussion on the performance
of the current government in improving the quality of life, he said. “Colonel
Saab, anyone can be at the helm of
affairs in our great country and whatever reforms and improvements he or
she may initiate, people will continue
to be afflicted by the ‘I, me and myself’
syndrome. So crib, curse, sermonise
and enjoy.”
He seemed in consonance with the
good old general, highlighting the
chink in the armour theory, albeit in a
different context.
n

avnishrms59@gmail.com

The author is a former military officer

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THEORIES
OF THE
UNKNOWN

n

priyatandon65@gmail.com

The author is a Chandigarh-based freelance writer

A MEMORABLE MEET OF
MIDDLE WRITERS
guest
column
RITU KAMRA KUMAR

K

ey developments in information, advances in communication, the emergence of social
media and the pace of change
are making the world more connected.
With everyone carrying a smartphone, we all enjoy communicating
with the people whom we haven’t met
in person. So when the other day my
Facebook friend Rana Preet Gill
invited me to her book launch,
requesting ‘middle writers’ writing for
distinguished newspapers to attend, I
decided to go. The launch of the book
Finding Julia was being organised by
the Chandigarh Literary Society. All
of us have been pursuing our hobby of
writing besides handling our professional commitments. Though we were
in touch with one another through
social media we had not met. The
desire to have a get-together was brewing, rather simmering for the last few
months but hadn’t materialised.
It was great to be at the venue, the
Chandigarh Press Club, which was
throbbing with the festive spirit.
Writer Seerat Gill’s conversation with
the author was enlivening and
engrossing as she recounted humorous and honest tales behind each ‘middle’ she had written. We recognised
each other instantly. Could two people
become firm friends after a single swift
meeting? I believe ‘Yes,’ because soon
we wanted to know everything about
each other. Though we hadn’t met
before, yet through our writings, right
from sharing pictures to opinions to
events, social media had brought us
closer. Perhaps we knew each other in
pure essence and benevolence, so intimacy came spontaneously and it
struck a chord immediately. Surrounded by worthy and warm intellectuals it was a breathless encounter
with happiness.

VIVEK ATRAY’S ADVICE TO ALL
TO KEEP ‘MIDDLES’ AS
‘MIDDLES’ AND REFRAIN FROM
MAKING THEM ‘MUDDLES’ WAS
RECEIVED WITH APPLAUSE

A

rt exhibited in the City Beautiful often confounds the
common viewer because
some creative works may be
untitled. A brief explanation of the
artist’s ideas is a rare appendage. One
can well imagine the plight of an art
gallery security guard who idles his
time maintaining a vigil on such
“obscure” creations and yet is
“intrigued out of boredom” to thirst
for the meaning. Or, what this particular guard diffidently termed the
“thoery” of art.
The guard in question was the
portly, affable Anand Singh, a
migrant from Devprayag (Uttarakhand), and deputed at the Museum
of Fine Arts (PU) where the 8th All
India Women Artists Contemporary
Exhibition hosted by Artscapes is
underway. Attired in starched
Khakis, Singh’s bored eyes saw me
gazing at a gripping portrait of a
strange creature. He walked up and
innocently asked if it was a kind of
mongoose that slays the mightiest of
‘Naags’, adding for good measure that
he had possibly seen this creature in
his real life.
Though I was aware of the specifics
of the species depicted, I found the artwork bore no identification of the
creature but did bear a title, Ready To
Move. The detailing was extremely

GETTY IMAGES

duty.Don’t we want the right people to make it
to Parliament? If Parliament comprises of the
right people, the right man shall become the
prime minister. If you exercise your right to
vote for the right person, you shall be wise;
failing which you shall be left otherwise!

n

A face-to-face meeting is much better
GETTY IMAGES
than Facebook chats.

Rana Preet Gill and Narinder Jeet
Kaur’s tight hug after cursory greetings, Dr Rajiv Sharma’s serene smile,
Harvinder Kaur’s endearing embrace
and Rakesh Chopra’s warm handshake made me think life is not measured by the breaths we take but by the
moments which take our breath away.
The cherished memories that I
brought back home have I feel forged a
bond for life. Chetna Keer’s humour
was at best as she asked, “What better
way to keep away ‘middle life’ blues at
bay than to be in the middle of a multitude of middle writers?” Her words
made me realise how many of us were
reinventing ourselves in midlife with
confidence and conviction. As I looked
around, I could see happy faces with
sweet voices and smiles and innocent
laughter.
Time stopped and our obscure connections evolved into moments of
blissful togetherness. Vivek Atray’s
advice to all to keep ‘middles’ as ‘middles’ and refrain from making them
‘muddles’ was received with applause.
Be spontaneous and original and tell
your tales honestly was his message to
all budding writers. I was reminded of
words of Meister Eckhart, a German
philosopher, Become aware of what is
in you, announce it, produce it and
give birth to it.
The small sojourn was truly memorable and will definitely stay etched in
my mind for a long time, as from strangers, a number of us became friends.
The charm of being in august company
of erudite people rejuvenated, revitalised and revivified body and soul and
left me invigorated. Now I eagerly wait
for next such meet where we can get
immersed in the spirit of learning and
laughter!
n

ritukumar1504@yahoo.com

The author teaches at MLN College,
Yamunanagar

mailbox
PARKS ARE NOT MEANT FOR PARKING CARS
n

Ready To Move is on display at Museum of Fine Arts (PU).

fine and evocative of Company School
art patronised in colonial India. I got
in touch with the artist, Runa
Mahato, a Bengali student pursuing
Fine Arts at Osmania University,
Hyderabad. Mahato confessed she did
not know the name of the species she
had depicted in her work of art, which
she technically defined as ‘dry point
printmaking’. She had merely portrayed the creature from an art book.
“The creature in the art book was
still but breathing with life and bristling with a taut energy. It’s body was
arched and imbued with a sense of
imminent action just like a human at
the cross-roads and ready for an
unexpected turn. I drew the creature
out of the suddenness with which it
caught my eye and inflamed my imagination and aesthetic sensibilities,”
Mahato told this writer.

I informed Mahato the creature
was a Large Indian civet (LIC) and
found, coincidentally, in India, only
in her state of West Bengal and the
North East. Mahato was thrilled and
grateful she finally got to know the
identity of the animal which had been
her muse.
As for the guard, I told him this was
a creature whose related species, the
Asian Palm civet and Small Indian
civet, are found in the Chandigarh
region. Civets are not that uncommon
but perhaps more difficult to spot
than tigers because they often take to
trees and are skulkers of the dark
hours. And, while they hunt birds and
other small creatures, they are in no
way as ruthless in hunting cobras as
the mongooses. A tree may rustle
with commotion on a dark night and
you may suspect a cat is on the prowl

PHOTO: RUNA MAHATO

for sleeping squirrels and birds. But a
flashlight shone into the branches
will reveal the luminous pools of a
civet’s eyes looking down upon you in
startled annoyance.
Well, after that, the guard mustered courage and latched on to me.
He asked me to explain the other
paintings which hung around him all
day like inscrutable, snooty companions. We spent quality time “theorising wildly” after I translated the
English titles for him. He lingered
longer, thoughtfully, and asked halting questions before a painting of a
girl collecting fallen leaves with
Hindi/English alphabets filling the
background, symbolising a yearning
for education. I learnt later that
Singh’s little daughter had passed
away last month.
n

Residents of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) ward in Sector 45A are upset about the fact
that taxes collected from the public are not being used to maintain parks and that the
park is being converted to parking pace. A few days one could see traffic police on a
drive to challan people in the Motor Market who had parked their vehicles on the roads
and not in the allocated parking space. To escape from them and avoid paying fines the
mechanics drove their cars into the parks and kept them there. The policemen chose to
turn a blind eye to their antics. Someone should look into the matter.
Residents, Sector 45-A Association

Frequent power cuts in Zirakpur

Senior citizen harassed for ₹1

Even though summer is not quite here
the residents of Zirakpur are facing
frequent and long power cuts. Water
supply too has become irregular because
of the electricity outage. Authorities of
the Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited are refusing to listen to people’s
complaints. A number of letters have also
been written by the residents to the
executive engineer, SDO and suprintendent engineer, but no action has been
taken. This is bound to have an impact on
the poll prospects of the party in power.

I recently went to the e-Sampark office
to pay residential property tax, but the
staff there refused to accept my cheque,
saying there was a difference of ₹1 in the
bill and I was sent back to get another
cheque after adding ₹1 to the amount.
This results in harassment to taxpayers,
especially senior citizens. Couldn’t the
staff have accepted ₹1 in cash to ensure I
don’t have to run around? I could also not
register a complaint at the municipal
number 155304 as I was told they only
accept water, electricity complaints.
Col HS Puri (retd ), Chandigarh

SC Dhall, Zirakpur

vswild1@gmail.com
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SANTOSH TROPHY

Confident Punjab bank on home
support in final against Services
HIGH-OCTANE FINAL ON CARDS Punjab will be hoping to take home advantage against Services
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: After 12 rigorous days
of the final phase, home side Punjab is set to cross swords with Services in the final of the Hero Santosh Trophy at the Guru Nanak
Stadium in Ludhiana on Sunday.
Being the home side, Punjab
have enjoyed the rapturous support of the local fans, something
that propelled them to gain the
last-gasp win in their last two
games – against Karnataka in
Group B and against Goa in the
semifinal.
“Of course, playing in our
home ground brings its own
advantages. We will have the support of the local people behind us
which gives a lot of motivation to
the players”, said Punjab assistant coach Bikramjit Singh on the
eve of the match.
Services Head Coach Parshuram Salwadi echoed Bikramjit’s
feelings, saying that having a
packed stadium backing them
would be a key advantage for
Punjab.
“Playing a team like Punjab
will be very tough in the final,
especially with the home support.
We faced them in 2015, but it will
be different this time as they are
the home team. This is their biggest strength,” said
Salwadi.
The two teams had previously
faced off in the final four years
back in the 2014-15 season, a
match that also incidentally took
place at the same venue. While
the match itself remained goalless, Services triumphed in penalties by a 5-4 margin. Punjab will
look to avenge that loss and go for
title triumph.
“We have more flair than
them. We have already beaten
them on a few occasions before.
But we need to be careful. They
have also beaten us in the 2014-15

n

Punjab and Services captains and coaches on the eve of the Santosh Trophy final in Ludhiana on Sunday.

Santosh Trophy final, so we cannot take them lightly,” said Bikramjit, who hoped Punjab would
make full use of the home advantage and the players unleashed
their top-game in the crucial
final.
“They have very good coordination in attack. We brought the
whole team to the stadium to
watch their semifinal against
Karnataka and explained to them
how they generate their attacks.
So we have made our plans for
them accordingly,” he
added.
Services have been one of the
most consistent sides in the Final
Round of the 2018-19 Hero San-

Anirban misses cut
at RBC Heritage
HILTONHEADISLANDS: Indian golfer

Anirban Lahiri missed the cut on
Saturday as he made a return to
action at the RBC Heritage after a
three-week hiatus.
Lahiri shot 72 and 74 and
missed the cut, which fell at even
par at Harbour Town Links.
Shane Lowry came back early
on Saturday morning to complete
his last two holes of the second
round and kept his lead.
Lowry added a 68 to his first
round 65 and was nine-under and
one shot clear of Trey Mullinax
(66-68). Dustin Johnson (68-67),
Emiliano Grillo (68-67) and Daniel Berger (66-69) were tied third
at seven-under.
Second round play was pushed
to third day morning as weather
forced a suspension of play on
Friday.
Lahiri hit eight of 18 greens in
regulation during his second
round. His second had round
three-over 74, finishing at 4 over
for the tournament. Lahiri finished his day tied for 100th.
Lahiri teed off from tenth and
bogeyed his first two holes, missing a five-footer for par on 11th.

He missed two putts inside five
feet and two more between five
and 10 feet plus a handful between
10-15 feet on a day when the conditions were rather tough and wet.
He had two birdies and five
bogeys.
Lowry opened play at Harbour
Town Golf Links with a 6-under
65 and knew conditions were worsening. He jumped all over the
course as quick as he could with
birdies on the first and second
holes before storms swept the
island resort area in the second
round. After waiting out a delay
of 3 hours, 43 minutes, Lowry
played consistently enough to
keep in front. Lowry was among
56 players who was to return to
complete the second round before
starting the third. He parred both
to finish 36 holes in nine-under.
Johnson, runner-up second at
the Masters last week, shot his
fifth score in the 60s in his past six
rounds here. He stood over a
birdie putt on his final hole, the
ninth, when officials blew the
horn. But players had the option
to finish out and Johnson secured
AGENCIES
a par.

tosh Trophy so far; they have
been unbeaten in their five
matches thus far, netting 11 while
conceding just three.
“Definitely, our defence has
done really well. We have seen
that our team can score at any
time. But if we stay strong defensively, it will give our attackers
that platform to go on and do
well,” added Salwadi, “Having
said that, we have also scored 11
goals so far, so we will definitely
not hold back. So, you can’t say
that we are a defensive side.
Punjab will be at a slight disadvantage with regards to player
availability as their young rightback Chetan Kumar has been

Manan shines for
Satluj Stunners
HT correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Satluj Stunners out-

shone Satluj Stalwarts by four
runs in a match played during the
ongoing U-13 Satluj Autumn Cup
cricket tournament at Satluj Public School, Sector 4, Panchkula.
Electing to bat, Satluj Stunners
put up a total of 90 runs in 23.4
overs. Manan Sharma played a
knock of 39 runs while Aarav
Malik added 21 runs to the total.
In reply, Satluj Stalwarts were
bowled out for 86 runs in 18.4
overs. Utsav made 37 while Vividh contributed 35 runs to the
chase. Manan was the most successful bowler picking up five
wickets for 16 runs. Manan was
named man of the match for his
all-round performance (5 for 16
and 37 runs) which set up Satluj
Stunners’ win.
BRIEF SCORES
Satluj Stunners: 90 all out in 23.4
overs (Manan Sharma 39, Aarav
Malik 21, Daivik Balyan 2 for 13,
Parv 2 for 15) beat Satluj Stalwarts: 86 all out in 18.4 overs
(Utsav 37, Vividh Sherawat 35,
Manan Sharma 5 for 16) by 4 runs.

GMSSS-20 boys, Tribune Model
School girls clinch netball titles
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Government Model
Senior Secondary School, Sector
20, and Tribune Model School
clinched the boys and girls subjunior titles during the Junior
and Sub-Junior Netball Championship held at The British School,
Sector 44, Chandigarh, on
Saturday.
Playing in the boys’ sub-junior
final, GMSSS-20 outplayed Sri
Aurobindo-27 by a narrow margin of 9-8 to walk away with the
trophy. In the girls’ sub-junior
final, Tribune Model School outclassed Sacred Heart School 10-7
to emerge champions.
In the girls’ juniors’ semifinals, Model Club beat Sacred
Heart School 12-5 while British
Academy routed GMSSS-20 9-5 to
enter the final.
Earlier in the quarterfinals,
Model Club had beaten Unified
Club 8-4, Sacred Heart School had
defeated Sports Academy 5-3 and
GMSSS-20 had outclassed
Friends Club 9-7.
Model Club will take on British Academy in the final.
In the boys’ juniors’ semifinals, Chandigarh Club overpowered Sports Complex 17-8 while
National Villagers prevailed over
DAV Public-8 14-8 to enter the
final.

›

Playing a team like
Punjab will be very
tough in the final,
especially with the home
support. This is their
biggest strength

›

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

We have more flair.
We have already
beaten them on a few
occasions before. But
we need to be careful
and go for title win

P SALWADI, Services coach

BIKRAMJIT, Punjab assistant coach

ruled out due to a knee injury
which he suffered while going for
a tackle in their semifinal against
Goa
However, with the home
advantage behind Punjab’s back,

anything could be possible in the
final.
With a high-octane game on
the cards, local fans will be turning up in large numbers and rooting for Punjab’s victory.

CITY’S AADIL
SETS EYES ON
GS CALTEX
MAEKYUNG OPEN
CHANDIGARH: After finishing tied-

sixth in the in the NCR Cup held
at Noida recently, Chandigarh
golfer Aadil Bedi has set his eyes
on GS Caltex Maekyung Open
Championship in South Korea in
first week of May.
Talking about his performance in the NCR Cup, Aadil said,
“It was very challenging course
in terms of keeping the ball in the
fairways.
It was good match practice
before I fly to South Korea. I will
practice at the DLF course so that
I can simulate the conditions in
South Korea before I fly there
next week.” Aadil cracked 19
birdies in four days and shot brilliant 70, 69, 73 and 69 to pile up
total score 281 during the NCR
Cup.
He was tied with MD Dulal
Hossain, Rashid Khan, Angad
Cheema and MD Zamal Hossain
Mollah. S Chickarangappa of
Bangalore won the championship with 16 under 272. The GS
Caltex Maekyung Open Championship will be conducted by
Asian Tour on SeongNam Si
County Club at Seoul with a prizemoney of 1 million US$. “After
Seoul I will play couple of
matches conducted by PGTI at
Panchkula Golf Club and Chandigarh Golf Club greens before I fly
to Butch Harmones Academy at
Las Vegas Navada, United States
of America, in June,” added
18-year-old Aadil.
The local golfer can also rub
shoulders with seasoned like
Jeev Milkha Singh, Gaganjeet
Singh Bhullar, Shubankar
Sharma and Ajeetesh Sandhu
during the Asian Tour.
After returning from USA, he
will compete in Asian Tour starting from July.
He will take part in Queens
Cup, Royal Kings Cup, Thailand
Open, Panasonic Open Delhi,
Mercury Taiwan Master, Malaysian Open, Vietnam Open, Take
solution Masters, Indonesia
Open and Yeangder TPC at TaiHTC
wan.

India Blue logs
seven-wicket win
over India Red
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BRIEF SCORES

CHANDIGARH: Riding on useful

knocks from Nuzhat Parween
(51) and Shafali Verma (37),
India Blue recorded an easy
three-wicket win over India Red
in a match played during the
Women’s Under-23 One Day
Challenger Trophy at the JSCA
International Stadium Complex, Ranchi, on Saturday. India
Red lost the match despite captain Harleen Deol scoring 46
runs.
On winning the toss, India
Red captain Harleen won the
toss and opted to bat. Openers S
Meghana and CH Jhansi
Lakshmi could not much with
bat and were back in the dressing room by 12th over with 31
runs on the board.
While Meghana (6) was
trapped in front of the wickets
on the bowling of Simran Dil
Bahadur, Tanuja Kanwer
bagged Jhansi Lakshmi’s (10)
wicket. One down batter, Harleen gelled well with TS Hasabnis to take India Red forward.
Harleen, who made her T20
and ODI debut for India against
England last month, played cautiously during her stay at the
wicket.
She contributed 46 runs off 78
deliveries with four hits to the
fence.
Hasabnis made 11 runs
while Arundhati Reddy
scored 17 runs. Thereafter, RR Saha (21) and
SL Meena (19) propelled India Red with
their
respective
innings. For India
Blue, Simran Dil
Bahadur (2 for 20),
Tanuja Kanwer (2
for 23) and Tanusree
Sarkar (2 for 32) were
the successful
bowlers.
In reply, India Blue
achieved the target in 45.2 overs,
losing seven wickets. Openers

India Red: 149 all out in 49.5
overs (Harleen Deol 46, RR
Saha 21, SL Meena 19, Arundhati Reddy 17, Simran Dil
Bahadur 2 for 20, Tanuja
Kanwer 2 for 23, Tanusree
Sarkar 2 for 32, Minnu Mani 1
for 5) lost to India Blue: 152
for 7 in 45.2 overs (Nuzhat
Parween 51, Shafali Verma 37,
DP Vaidya 15, Tanusree Sarkar
13, Arundhati Reddy 4 for 25)
by three wickets

Nuzhat Parween (51) and Shafali Verma (37) set up India
Blue’s win with their innings.
Medium-pacer Arundhati
Reddy (4 for 25) bowled exceptionally well for India Red but
ended up being on the losing
team.
India Blue will take on India
Green at the JSCA International
Stadium Complex, Ranchi, on
April 21. Sushree Dibyadarshini
will lead India Green.

n

India Red lost the match
despite captain Harleen Deol
HT PHOTO
scoring 46 runs.

2 N D M A RS H A L A RJA N S I N G H M E M O R I A L H O C K EY

Sahibjeet’s twin blow sets up SGGS Chandigarh
3-2 victory over Sports College Lucknow
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : SGGS Chandigarh

prevailed over Sports Academy
Karampur 3-2 in a match played
during the ongoing 2nd Marshal
Arjan Singh Memorial hockey
tournament organised by Air
Force Sports Control Board at
the Sector 42 Sports Complex,
Chandigarh, on Saturday.
For SGGS Chandigarh, Sahibjeet Singh scored twin goals in
the 10th and 15th minute, respectively, through field goals, to set
up the win. Gundeep Singh was
the other scorer for SGGS, who
scored in the 35th minute
through a field goal. For the losing team, Nitish scored a field
goal in the 12th minute while
Rajeev fired in a goal in the 32th
minute of the match.
In other matches, Indian Navy
beat Punjab & Sind Bank 4-2 and
Vivek Academy routed Sports
College Lucknow 6-2 at the 3 BRD
Air Force, Chandigarh, ground.
AA Rahim scored goals in the
40th and 47th minutes for Indian
Navy against Punjab & Sind
Bank. Vinay Rana (41st minute)
and Jugraj Singh (46th minute)
were the other scorers for the
winning team.
For Punjab & Sind Bank,
Parvinder (12th minute) and
Prince (44th minute) were the
scorers.
In a match between Vivek
Academy and Sports College
Lucknow, Navdeep scored twin
goals in the 9th and 36th minutes,
respectively, for the winning
Vivek team. S Dalal (22nd minute), M Gunashkar (24th minute), Faraz Mohammed (45th

n

A match in progress between Indian Army and Punjab Police during the 2nd Marshal Arjan Singh Memorial hockey tournament organised by
ANIL DAYAL/HT
Air Force Sports Control Board at the Sector 42 Sports Complex, Chandigarh, on Saturday.

minute) and P Kumar (47th minute) were the other scorers for
Vivek Academy. For the losing
Lucknow team, Chandan Yadav
(28th minute) and Zaid Khan
(38th minute) were the scorers.
In the last match of the day,
Indian Army outclassed Punjab
Police 5-2 to surge ahead in the

tournament. Chandan Aind
scored in the 11th and 56th minutes of the match for Indian
Army. Binay Bhengra (28th minute), Manish Das and Rajant
Ramdal (59th minute) were the
other scorers for the winning
team. For Punjab Police, Virender Singh scored both the goals.

Indian Navy will cross swords
with Vivek Academy, Punjab &
Sind Bank will lock horns with
Sports College Lucknow, Indian
Army will take on SGGS Chandigarh and Punjab Police will
clash with Sports Academy Karampur at different venues on
Sunday.

INDIAN NAVY WILL
CLASH WITH VIVEK
ACADEMY WHILE
INDIAN ARMY WILL LOCK
HORNS WITH SGGS
CHANDIGARH TODAY

Sandesh Jhingan extends
Technocrats XI win, contract with Kerala Blasters
enters semifinals
I’m staying home. This
CRICKET MEET

Agencies
n

n

Players in action during the Chandigarh Junior and Sub-junior
Netball Championship held at The British School, Sector 44,
HT PHOTO
Chandigarh, on Saturday.

RESULTS
Junior girls’ (Quarterfinals):
Model Club bt Unified Club by 8-4,
Sacred Heart School bt Sports
Academy by 5-3, GMSSS-20 bt
Friends Club by 9-7, British Academy bt Chandigarh Club by 3-1;
(Semifinals): Model Club bt
Sacred Heart School by 12-5, British Academy bt GMSSS-20 by
9-5;Junior boys’ (Quarterfinals): Chandigarh Club bt Moti
Ram School-27 by 20-10, Sports

Complex bt Lions Club by 8-3,
DAV Public-8 bt GMSSS-20 by
19-18, National Villagers bt
Sports Academy by 13-16;
(Semifinals): Chandigarh
Club bt Sports Complex by 17-8,
National Villagers bt DAV Public-8 by 14-8;
Sub-junior boys’ (Final):
GMSSS-20-D bt Sri Aurobindo-27
by 9-8; Sub-junior girls’
(Final): Tribune Model
School-20 bt Sacred Heart by 10-7.

PANCHKULA: A blazing knock of 61

for the winning team.

runs off 20 balls by Sumit Hooda
helped Technocrats XI log a
40-run win over Gladiators,
Zirakpur, and entered the semifinals of the XIXth Bharat Kesho
Gupta Memorial League cricket
tournament at Tau Devi Lal
Cricket Stadium, Sector 3, Panchkula, on Saturday.
Ashok Malik ably supported
Hooda to put up a total of 177 runs
for the loss of five wickets in the
allotted 20 overs.
In reply, Gladiators managed
to score 137 runs in 19.3 overs at
the loss of four wickets. Harpreet
(3 for 22) and Sumit Hooda (3 for
27) were the main wicket-takers

CRICKET LOVERS XI WIN
In the last quarterfinal tie,
Cricket Lovers XI defeated 9D
Sports Academy by eight wickets
to book their spot in the semifinals. Batting first, 9D Sports
academy set up a target of 90 all
out in 16.4 overs. In reply, Amrinder Jeet (41*) and Harish Garg
(36) took Cricket Lovers XI
towards a successful chase.
In another match, Subhash
Ranaut (51 and 1 for 4) paved the
way for Gladiators CC to beat
Punjab and Haryana High Court
Advocates XI by 10 runs and
entered semifinals.
HTC

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LEEDS : Kerala Blasters defender
Sandesh Jhingan has signed a
new contract with the club,
extending his term for at least
three more seasons.
Since the inception of the club
in 2014, Mohali-based Jhingan
has been an integral part of the
club and was named skipper of
the side just before the start of
the fourth season in 2017.
“I’m staying home. This club,
the fans and the state itself have
given me a lot.
It has helped me be who I am
today. So I am delighted to have
extended my time at the club,”
Goal.com quoted Jhingan, as

›

club, the fans and the
state itself have given me a
lot. It has helped me be
who I am today. So I am
delighted to have extended
my time at the club
SANDESH JHINGAN, Indian
footballer

saying.
Viren D’Silva, Kerala Blasters CEO eulogised the 25-year
old by calling him hungry and
determined.
“Sandesh is as hungry and

determined as he was when he
debuted for Kerala Blasters five
years ago.
The club shares his ethos to
work hard and leave nothing to
chance,” he said.
“In Sandesh’s own words, he
says there is some unfinished
business here at Kerala Blasters. Let’s win some trophies
together for Kerala,” said
D’Silva.
So far, Jhingan has given 78
Indian Super League (ISL)
appearances for the club, most
by any player in a Kerala jersey.
Moreover, Blasters have
already signed goalkeepers
Lovepreet Singh and Bilal Khan
from Indian Arrows and Real
Kashmir FC respectively.
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BAN ON ARMS AT MARRIAGE HALLS EXTENDED

shortstories
23,000 LITRES
LIQUOR SEIZED
LUDHIANA : The Ludhiana rural
police claimed to have seized
23,000 litres of illicit country
made liquor on Saturday. SSP,
Ludhiana Rural, Varinder Singh
Brar said the liquor was recovered
during a joint raid by CIA staff,
Jagraon, and anti-narcotics cell, at
Sherewal village in Sidhwan Bet
area. However, the accused
managed to escape. They had
hidden the liquor in different pits
on the banks of Sidhwan Canal.
Three FIRs have been registered
under the Excise Act at the
Sidhwan Bet police station. HTC

LS ELECTIONS

HOW CAN VOTER
TURNOUT BE
IMPROVED?
Ludhiana registered an
impressive 70.4% turnout in
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.
Though the district administration has been organising
voter awareness programmes
frequently, what else can be
done to encourage more
citizens to come out and vote
in this year’s elections? Is a
polling percentage of over
90% achievable?
Send your views with your
contact information to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by 4pm, April 21.
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FATAL ATTRACTION Woman wanted to avenge victim’s
callousness towards her, called him home and attacked him
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :A woman and her hus-

band allegedly bludgeoned her
paramour to death at Kotala village, Samrala, 40km from here,
on late Friday night.
After attacking the victim
with wooden logs, the couple
took him to a hospital, claiming
he was a burglar, who they had
attacked in self-defence. But,
later during cross-questioning
by police, they confessed to have
murdered the man, identified as
Gurjant Singh, 45, of Kakrala
Khurd village, Samrala.
Inspector Sukhvir Singh, station house officer (SHO), Samrala police station, said the
accused, Sandeep Kaur, 38, of
Kotala village, had disclosed that
she had an illicit relation with
Gurjant, a railway employee, for
the past seven years.
Her husband Avtar Singh,
who worked at a private firm,
was aware of her infidelity and
had coaxed her several times to

n

Gurjant Singh, 45, the
deceased.

ATTACK VICTIM WITH
WOODEN LOGS, TAKE HIM
TO HOSPITAL, CLAIMING
HE WAS A BURGLAR
WHO THEY ATTACKED
IN SELF-DEFENCE
stop seeing Gurjant, who was
also married.
Lately, Gurjant started ignoring her, leaving her feeling
insulted. As her husband
already despised Gurjant, she

hatched a conspiracy with him to
murder her lover.
On Friday night, she summoned Gurjant to her house to
meet her. As he entered the
house, she and Avtar attacked
him with wooden logs till he collapsed.
The inspector said the duo
then took the victim to a local
hospital, and claimed that he had
intruded into their house with
the intention of burglary. When
they caught him, the man opened
attack on them. So, they beat
him up in self-defence.
However, suspecting their
theory, the hospital staff
sounded the police, who reached
the hospital for investigation.
The SHO said on being interrogated at the hospital, the couple confessed to murdering Gurjant. They have been booked
under Section 302 (murder) of
the Indian Penal Code on the
complaint of Jasdev Singh,
cousin of the deceased. The
weapons used in the crime have
yet to be recovered.

Three teenagers land in police net
for ‘murdering’ 53-year-old man
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Amid pressure by the

kin of 53-year-old Dharminder
Kumar, who was beaten to death
by his neighbour and his guests
in Vishwakarma Nagar, Tajpur
Road, on April 18, police arrested
three teenagers for the crime on
Friday night.
Among those arrested is
Keshav, who had allegedly
attacked the victim with a brick
following a brawl, while the others have been identified as
Ankush Rana of Basti Jodhewal
and Jagan of Vishwakarma
Nagar.
They were arrested from
Garhshankar in Hoshiarpur,
around 70km from here, following a tip-off. Police said all
accused were 19 years old and

>>p2

TWEET NOTHINGS

n

A pair of jungle babblers perched on a tree branch on the PAU campus in Ludhiana on Saturday. The gregarious bird lives in flocks of
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
seven to 10, and can be heard from a distance due to its continuous chattering and chirping noises.

D O W R Y H A R A S S M E N T , A S S A U LT O N W I F E

BJP leader’s son booked after 10 months
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:The Division Number 8

n

6:58pm
5:52am

142 GIRLS AWARDED AT MALWA COLLEGE’S ANNUAL FUNCTION

Samrala woman,
husband bludgeon
paramour to death
n

debate of
the week

Sunset on Sunday
Sunrise on Monday

n

One of the teens had allegedly
attacked victim Dharminder
Kumar with a brick on April 18.
HT PHOTO

classmates. They are awaiting
their Class 12 results.
Inspector Sulakhan Singh,
station house officer (SHO), Division Number 7 police station,
said Keshav’s mother Kirna,
who had egged him on to attack
Dharminder with a brick, and

his sister Shivani continue to be
at large.
The SHO said during investigation, they found that the
accused’s family hailed from
Garhshankar. This helped them
zero in on their location there,
following which a team was sent
to arrest them.
The accused told the police
that they were standing outside
Keshav’s house discussing about
their future education, when
their neighbours Dharminder
and his brother Rakesh Kumar
accused them of peeping inside
their house and harassing their
female family members. They
said this led to a scuffle during
which Dharminder collapsed.
In his complaint to the police,
Rakesh had alleged that during
the brawl, Keshav’s mother
Kirna handed him a brick to

attack Dharminder, while his
sister Shivani also incited him to
carry out the assault.
As Keshav hit his brother with
the brick, he fell unconscious following which the accused fled
the scene. Dharminder was later
declared brought dead at a private hospital.
On Rakesh’s complaint, the
Division Number 7 police had
registered a case under Sections
302 (murder) and 34 (acts done by
several persons in furtherance of
common intention) against
Keshav, Kirna, Shivani, Ankush
and Jagan.
Day after Dharminder’s
death, alleging police inaction,
his kin had staged a protest at
Tajpur Road on Friday demanding arrest of the accused. They
had lifted the protest after police
assurance of quick action.

police have booked the son of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader DP Kholsa for dowry harassment and thrashing his wife,
10 months after her complaint.
Kholsa is a member of the executive committee of Punjab BJP.
The complainant, Savinder
Kaur, 32, of Aman Nagar, Jalandhar Bypass, alleged that her
husband Sunny Khosla and his

family members assaulted her
eight-year-old daughter and her
with sticks in June last year.
In her complaint, she had
stated that she married Sunny of
Krishna Nagar, Ghumar Mandi,
on January 4, 2006, against the
will of her parents.
After years of her marriage,
her parents accepted her decision, but the attitude of her husband and in-laws changed, and
they started harassing her for
dowry.
She alleged that her husband

had an extramarital relation, and
when she objected to it, her husband started assaulting her physically, with his parents supporting him.
On June 13, 2018, Sunny
assaulted her daughter and her
with sticks. She made a call to the
police control room (PCR) and
also informed her parents, following which she returned to her
paternal house. Next day, she
filed a complaint.
Following investigation spanning over 10 months, the police

finally registered a case under
Sections 498-A (husband or relative of husband of a woman subjecting her to cruelty), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code, and Sections
66 of the Information Technology
Act against Sunny.
Inspector Amit Thakur, station house officer (SHO), Division
Number 8 police station, said they
were working to arrest the
accused, and were investigating
the role of his family members.

mustread
MC OUT OF SPACE
TO SHELTER
STRAY CATTLE
LUDHIANA: With no space
available for sheltering stray
cattle, the animals will
continue to roam on roads and
put lives of residents at risk.
While the management of the
gaushala on Tibba Road has
denied to sign an agreement
with MC, the management of
the gaushala on Hambran
Road claims to have fallen
short of space to accommodate more cattle.
››P3

4 ambulances catering to 35 lakh people
Atish Sharma
n

DESPITE AN AVERAGE OF
20 REFERRALS DAILY,
THE CIVIL HOSPITAL HAS
JUST FOUR FUNCTIONAL
AMBULANCES OF ITS
OWN; THREE DRIVERS
PLY THEM IN SHIFTS

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : When it comes to the

Lord Mahavira Civil Hospital
in Ludhiana, the inadequacies
just don’t seem to end.
Catering to a population of
around 35 lakh in a district spanning over 3,900 square kilometre,
the solitary civil hospital has just
four functional ambulances,
with an even fewer number of
drivers to run them.
The three drivers operate in
shifts, further affecting the
ambulances’ availability, and
losing precious time in critical
care.
In the absence of government
ambulances, patients and their
attendants are forced to shell out
thousands to hire private ambulances in emergency.
In some respite, the Punjab
Health Systems Corporation
(PHSC) has provided seven 108
Ambulances for the district.
However, these ferry patients to
all hospitals in Ludhiana.
Besides, NGO Samvedna has
tied with the civil hospital to provide services of seven ambulances for patients, and three vans
to transport dead bodies.
“My mother was referred to

take dead bodies.”

n

The Punjab Health Systems Corporation provided seven 108 Ambulances for Ludhiana in 2010. But they
cater to all hospitals in the district, and also require upgrades.
HT PHOTO

Rajindra Hospital, Patiala. But
in absence of an ambulance, I
had to wait three hours for her
transfer,” said Kulwant Kaur.
“Left with no choice, I booked a
private ambulance for over
₹3,000,” she added.
Dr Geeta, senior medical officer, civil hospital, said, “We have
written multiple letters to the
Punjab health department and

state government to provide us
more drivers to run the ambulances, but in vain.”
“On an average, around 20
patients are referred from here
to other hospitals on a daily
basis. The number can spike further in case of major road mishaps or industrial accidents,” Dr
Geeta said, adding that, “Families fighting over ambulance ser-

vices was not uncommon at the
hospital. This can be avoided by
providing more ambulances and
drivers.”
Jajpreet, project manager,
NGO Samvedna, said, “We cater
to over 20 patients daily. While
seven vans are plying as ambulances for referral cases, three
are aligned with the mortuary in
case other ambulances refuse to

108 AMBULANCES
CRYING FOR REPAIR
The Dial 108 service started in
Punjab in 2010, offering a total of
242 ambulances for the state, of
which 16 were provided to Ludhiana.
After running over 4 lakh kilometres over nine years, these
ambulances are now worn out
and required repairs, with just
seven still running.
Manish Batra, project manager, Dial 108 service, said, “We
are working on getting more
ambulances on the road, but it
will take time. Currently, seven
ambulances are operating in
Ludhiana. We have already
replaced one old ambulance
with a new one with better
equipment.”
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Punjab and Services
to lock horns in finals

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION
AT MALWA COLLEGE
LUDHIANA : As many as 142 students
of Malwa Central College of
Education for Women were felicitated at the college’s annual prize
distribution function here on
Saturday. Professor Karamjeet Singh,
registrar, Panjab University, Chandigarh, was chief guest on the
occasion. The chief guest gave away
prizes to 127 students of BEd, MEd
and 15 students of Malwa Institute
of Professional Studies and Services
(MIPSS) for their achievements in
curricular and co-curricular
activities. Two books published by
the college were also released on the
occasion. The books were based on
the proceedings of national seminars
sponsored by College Development
Council, Panjab University and Indian
Council of Social Science Research,
New Delhi.

Guru Nanak Public School
holds graduation ceremony
LUDHIANA: Guru Nanak Public
School (GNPS), Birmi, celebrated the
graduation ceremony of the
kindergarten students. GNPS
committee president Jasbir Singh
Ryait along with committee members. Dalwinder Kaur, Mona Singh,
principal, GNPS, Model Town, and
Mona Thakur were the guests of
honour at the event. The tiny tots
were smartly dressed in gowns and
caps for the function. Committee
member Harjit Kaur Dua congratulated the students on their success.

Green Land school organises
clay-modelling activity
LUDHIANA: Green Land Senior
Secondary Public School organised a
clay- modelling activity for students
of the pre-nursery and nursery
classes on Friday. The students
participated in the activity with full
enthusiasm. Clay-modelling helped
them enhance their gross motor
skills and creativity. Principal
Pandher appreciated the efforts of
the students and motivated them to
take part in such activities.

DRV DAV Phillaur remembers
Mahatama Hansraj
LUDHIANA: Students of DRV DAV
Centenary Public School, Phillaur,
celebrated the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Hansraj with great zeal
and enthusiasm. A special assembly
was organised to pay tribute to the
great soul on the occasion. The
students presented bhajans, poems
and speeches on the life of Mahatma
Hansraj. They also made his portraits
and put them on display. The
students were made aware of the
contributions of Mahatma in the
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HERO SANTOSH TROPHY Punjab bank on home support
in the final match; Services confident of winning the title
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab captain Taran-

n

Students during the annual prize distribution at Malwa Central College of Education for Women in
HT PHOTO
Ludhiana on Saturday.

organisation of the institution.
Principal Yogesh Gambhir said the
main aim of Mahatma was to impart
education to and to imbibe a sense
of patriotism among students.

World Heritage Day
celebrations at Ryan
LUDHIANA: World Heritage Day was
celebrated at Ryan International
School, Dugri, with an aim to create
awareness among students about
the diversity of cultural heritage
across the world and to sensitise
them to protect the historical
monuments. Students experienced
the country’s rich cultural legacy
through various activities. A puppet
show based on the stories of
Panchtantra was organised for the
students of the Montessori. A
movie show on Vedic History and
Indus Valley Civilisation was
showcased for Classes 1 to 5 students. The students of Classes 6 to
10 took part in a workshop on
ayurveda and yoga.

Sri Guru Hargobind Public
school celebrates earth day
LUDHIANA: Students of Sri Guru
Hargobind Public Senior Secondary
School, Thakkarwal, celebrated
Earth Day with great enthusiasm on
Saturday. The school choir presented
poems and speeches on the
occasion. The students of the
kindergarten wing decorated their
scrap books. The tiny tots planted
saplings in the school premises. The
senior students organised a rally to
create awareness regarding saving
the planet among people. Principal
Jasbir Kaur Grewal appreciated

efforts of the students. She said
everyone should join hands to
protect our earth from increasing
environment degradation.

Football competition held
at Ram Lal Bhasin school
LUDHIANA: Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School here organised an inter-house
football competition wherein the
boys of the senior wing took part
with enthusiasm. In the first round,
Subhash House was the winner and
in the second round Gandhi House
reserved their position for the final
match. Students’ spirit and
dedication showed their handwork
and thirst for victory in the competition. Principal congratulated the
winning team.

Baba Isher student to play in
national basketball tourney
LUDHIANA: Prabhdeep Singh, a Class
9 student of Baba Isher Singh
(Nanaksar) Senior Secondary School,
has made it to the Punjab squad to
play in the Junior National Basketball
Association Championship at Delhi
on April 24. Former American coach
Scoot Flemings selected 10 players
from across Punjab. Principal Ranjit
Kaur congratulated and motivated
Prabhdeep.

BCM school conducts
wrapper speaks activity
LUDHIANA: Continuing with the
British Council International Activity
and with an aim to enhance health
awareness among students, BCM
School, Sector 32A here organised a
‘wrapper speaks activity’ for the
students of Class 3. Students got

exclusive information about the
details printed on the wrappers of
different national and international
food items during the activity. They
were also encouraged to check the
ingredients, nutritional value,
manufacturing and expiry date of
the packed food items.

Parents’ orientation
programme at Green Grove
LUDHIANA: Green Grove Public
School organised an orientation
programme for the parents to
familiarise them with the curriculum, rules and regulations of the
school, teaching methodologies
and school activities. Parents of
students of Classes 1 to 10 attended
the session that began with a
welcome song. Navpreet, Paras and
Navleen delivered a welcome note.
Co-ordinators briefed the parents
about the guidelines of the school
besides giving them an overview of
various subjects. Musical performances by the choir group and a
dance performance enthralled the
audience.

jit Singh is banking on home
support against Services in the
final match of the national
football championship for the
Hero Santosh Trophy here on
Sunday. The match is scheduled
to begin at 3:30pm.
The memories of 2014-2015
final loss against Services in the
same venue continues to haunt
the host as they prepare for a
perfect revenge on Sunday when
they lock horns at the Guru
Nanak Dev Stadium for the title.
Being the home side, Punjab
have enjoyed support of the
local fans, something that propelled them to gain the lastgasp win in their previous two
games– against Karnataka in
Group B and against Goa in the
semifinal.
Taranjit Singh, who hails
from Mahil Gailan, Nawanshahr, started playing football at
an early age.
He said, “I am grateful to my
father who has supported and

mentored me.There are a lot of
players who wish to build a
career in soccer but due to lack of
resources and clubs they have to
struggle.”
The skipper said, “We have
been playing a very flexible
game with a 4-3-3 formation
which has brought us recent success.”
Punjab having won the title
eight times hopes to win it again
with its forward in a sublime
form. However, an injury scare
could prove to be a disadvantage
to the hosts just before the finals.
Chetan Kumar who plays
right back for Punjab will not be
available due to a knee injury he
suffered in the previous game.
Punjab assistant coach Bikramjit Singh said, “This is a very
young team and we have competent substitutes who can fill up
Chetan’s spot in the final.”
“Playing in our home ground
brings its own advantages. We
will have the support of the local
people behind us which gives a
lot of motivation to the players,”
Singh said.
Punjab had last won the tour-

nament in 2007-2008 when they
beat Services by 1-0 in Srinagar.
Services, on the other hand,
are confident of winning the title.
Services head coach, Parshuram
Salwadi said, “We have beaten
them in past and will continue to
do so.”
“Playing a team like Punjab
will be very tough in the final,
especially with the home
support. We faced them in 2015,
but it will be different this time as
they are the home team. This is
their biggest strength,” Salwadi
said.
The two teams had previously
faced off in the final four years
back in the 2014-15 season, a
match that also incidentally took
place at the same venue. While
the match itself remained goalless, Services triumphed in
penalties by a 5-4 margin.
Services have been one of the
most consistent sides in the Final
Round of the 2018-19 Hero
Santosh Trophy so far; they have
been unbeaten in their five
matches thus far, netting 11
while conceding just three.
With agency inputs

Fresher’s Party at Shamrock
LUDHIANA: Shamrock Christian
Senior Secondary School organised a
fresher’s party with a lot of fervour.
The students spent time playing in
the toy room. The students of
Classes 1 and 2, along with their
teachers, welcomed the newcomers,
who were dressed up as cartoon
characters, such as Mickey Mouse
and Donald Duck. The students of
the kindergarten sang a song on the
occasion. Chairman SS Dhesi welcomed the new students.

n

Players of Punjab and Services football teams during a press conference at the Guru Nanak Stadium in
Ludhiana on Saturday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

BODY DEMANDS
CANCELLATION
OF FIR AGAINST
PLAY ARTISTES
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The Lok Surakhiya

Manch, Ludhiana, has
demanded quashing of FIR
against the artistes, who staged a
play during the alumni meet of
SCD Government College on
April 7.
Manch members submitted a
memorandum regarding their
demands to additional deputy
commissioner of police (ADCP,
headquarters) Deepak Pareek on
Saturday.
Besides quashing of the FIR,
they demanded that a case be
lodged against members of the
Hindu outfits who disrupted the
play at the college and lodged a
false complaint with the police.
This discouraged the students
from showing their talent and
put them under stress, the members wrote.
The FIR was registered under
Section 295-A (deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to outrage religious feelings of any
class by insulting its religion or
religious beliefs) of the Indian
Penal Code.
Arun Mitra, member of the
manch, said the play did not
include derogatory words
against any religion. “It only
highlighted discrimination
against women in the present
and ancient times. The Bajrang
Dal created ruckus without
watching the play and the police
registered the case under their
pressure without proper
investigation. The play is
approved by a high-powered
committee of the Panjab University and has bagged several
awards,” he said.
Among the members who met
the ADCP were Jaipal Singh,
Jaswant Singh Zeerakh, Dr Gurcharan Kaur Kochhar, MS Bhatia, Dr Gulzar Pandher, Gurnam
Sidhu, Jit Kumari, Barjinder
Kaur, Veena Sachdeva, AK Maleri, Satish Sachdeva, Anod
Kumar, and advocates Avtar
Kaur, Naval Chhibber, BPS Gill,
Karamjit Singh.

DEMAND THAT A CASE
BE LODGED AGAINST
MEMBERS OF THE
HINDU OUTFITS WHO
DISRUPTED THE PLAY

ON SUNDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD SIMPLY CALL >>

EMPLOYMENT
REQUIRED A Proficient IELTS Tutor
Professional in approach and well
versed in the domain, Salary 30000
plus per month, apply in Confidence
with your updated resume at
india@vlgconnect.com.
0161-4661065.

0161-5025898
EMPLOYMENT

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : DEEPAK KAUSHAL - 98764-48829

EDUCATION

MEDICAL

LEARN COREL Draw Adobe

SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION ?

Photoshop Graphic Designing. Pls
Call: 98725-25231.

Hormone, Vacuum, Vibrator,
Shockwave, Sex Therapy, Old Sofat
Clinic, Ludhiana- 79737-12857, Fees55000.

DETECTIVE

INDEPENDENT YOUNG
Beautiful Girls, Personal Assistants
freshers + Unmarried + PG Residents
preferred. Salary 20,000, Whatsapp62837-04354.

STAR DETECTIVES, Whatsapp88724-38091, Secret Investigations
Solutions Matrimonial ? Court
Proofs ? Fraud ? Crimes ?
Surveillance ? Disputes ? Missing ?

PAYING GUEST
SEPARATE AND shared PG
Accommodation for Girls/ Boys
(Student/ working) available in very
reasonable price at Pakhowal Road,
Ludhiana 9855370088.

TOLET

BUSINESS

AVAILABLE FOR Rent, Ist Floor

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!
Wanted Financially sound partners,
established branded hospital,
Ludhiana, Good returns, Dr Sofat,
98140-26488.

2/3 Bedrooms Set with attached
bathrooms for bank/ MNC
Employees in Phase-2, Dugri,
Ludhiana. 98140-27141, 8427288222.
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MC out of space to shelter stray cattle
U-TURN ON DEAL New gaushala refuses to sign agreement
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

ACCIDENTS INVOLVING STRAY CATTLE

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA:With no space available

n MARCH 16: An elderly woman

for sheltering stray cattle, the
animals will continue to roam on
roads and put lives of residents at
risk even though the municipal
corporation (MC) is collecting
around ₹30 lakh per month as
cow cess.
While the management of the
new gaushala on the Tibba Road
has refused to sign an agreement
with the MC, the management of
the Hambran Road gaushala,
which is at present lifting the cattle on behalf of the MC, claims
that they have no more space to
shelter cattle. The MC had, in
September last year, passed a resolution to enter into a contract
with the new gaushala.

was seriously injured after a
stray bull hit her two-wheeler
in Sector 32
n APRIL 16, 2018: Harvinder
Singh, 40, of Gurugarh village
died three days after he was hit
by a stray bull in Gurugarh
village.
n MARCH 28, 2018: To save a
stray dog, the driver of a
mini-truck, ferrying 20 pilgrims,

WOMEN PROTEST
OVER ROADS’
DILAPIDATED
CONDITION

LUDHIANA:Irked over the failure of
councillor Pankaj Sharma
(Kaka), representing ward number 74, in getting the roads
repaired, women residents of
Daljit Nagar and New Aggar
Nagar held a protest outside the
office of the councillor under the
banner of the Residents Welfare
Society here on Saturday.
Protesters said in the 2017
municipal polls, the councillor
had asked for votes in the name of
developing and repairing roads
but the councillor has failed to
resolve the problem.
President of the society
Prabhjot Gill said that the roads
have not been constructed or
repaired for the past two years.
The authorities have covered the
roads with gravel due to which
commuters face problem in driving vehicles, Prabhjot said.
General secretary of the association Ritu said that the councillor has now assured that the work
would commence by April 28 and
if he fails to do so, then they will
again launch an agitation.
Councillor Pankaj Sharma
said that the work has to be taken
up under the PIDB and there are
some issues due to which the
roads project in this area was
delayed. It is a politically motivated protest as other works are
going on in his ward. MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar
has also been deputed on poll
duty and work will be started
after she joins back office after
HTC
April 25.

lost control over the vehicle
near the Mohan Dai Oswal
Cancer Treatment and Research
Foundation, Sherpur, and
crashed the vehicle into a road
divider. The vehicle overturned
and all passengers, mostly
women, were injured.
n SEPTEMBER 10, 2017: A raging
bull mauled a 65-year-old
woman to death near a garbage
dump in Sunet village.
n

An official of the MC said that
the management of the Hambran
Road gaushala lifted cattle only
when there was an emergency
and a maximum of 10-15 cows
were lifted in a month. The MC

had also bought a cattle van at a
cost of over ₹17 lakh 10 months
ago, but it had failed to start the
service as the mayor had not
given approval to spend ₹30 lakh
per annum for running the

Stray cattle moving in the middle of traffic on the Tajpur Road in Ludhiana on Saturday.

project.
The MC saves around ₹18 lakh
every month out of the cow cess
fund. Around ₹12 lakh (out of the
₹30 lakh collected as cow cess) is
given to the gaushala on the Ham-
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Residents decide to boycott
polls; Opposition takes a dig

bran Road for providing shelter
to 1,380 stray cattle.
Mayor Balkar Sandhu said
that the MC cannot force any
guashala management to enter
into a contract with the MC, but

POLLBUZZ
Poll result will be
referendum on
Modi govt: Bittu

HT Correspondent
n

Sitting MP and Congress candidate from Ludhiana constituency Ravneet Singh Bittu on
Saturday said the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government at Centre had miserably
failed to fulfil any of the promises made during the 2014 elections and the ensuing election
will be a referendum on the
NDA government.
Addressing a series of meetings in the Jagraon constituency on Saturday, Bittu said
the Modi government had disappointed all sections of society, including farmers, youths
and economically weaker sections.
He asserted that the Congress-led UPA government
will definitely be formed under
the leadership of Rahul Gandhi
and will immediately implement the promised minimum
income scheme for 25 crore
poor families to ensure an
annual income of ₹72,000 to
deserving families.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:With a section of people
from ward number 28 campaigning to boycott the ensuing
parliamentary elections over
clogged sewers in their ward,
opposition parties are targeting
the Congress government for its
failure in finding a solution to the
problem, endangering the lives of
the people.
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate Tejpal Singh Gill took a dig
at the Congress government stating that the sewers were choked
and sewage was getting mixed
with water in almost all 60 wards
of the city, while sitting member
of Parliament (MP) Ravneet
Singh Bittu was making tall
claims of development projects
taken up by his government.
Ward 28 resident Kamleshwar
said they had been protesting
against the clogged sewers for
months, but the municipal corporation (MC) had only made hollow promises. Now, a group of
over 50 residents of the ward has
decided to boycott the elections if
the civic body fails to find a solution to the problem. He said they
will persuade other residents to
do the same.
Kamleshwar said he had
threatened to immolate himself
in December, following which the
MC had commenced the cleaning
of sewers. But, their condition
had worsened and the residents
were forced to live with it. “We

n

A street flooded with sewage at Ishwar Colony, Dhandari Khurd, in
HT PHOTO
Ludhiana’s ward number 28.

are not against any party. We
only want a solution to our longpending problem. The group will
boycott elections and will also
appeal to others in the ward to follow suit,” said Kamleshwar.
Mayor Balkar Singh Sandhu
said Congress leader and
in-charge of the Sahnewal constituency Satwinder Bitti had
also approached him on Saturday
and he had already deployed five
teams in the ward. He, however,
said residents of the area were
also responsible for the problem
as there were vehras (labour
quarters) in that area and resi-

dents dumped waste like plastic
bottles in the sewers. He had also
visited various other wards
where residents were complaining about clogged sewers and
immediate action will be taken to
resolve the issue.
Earlier, Congress MLA Sanjay
Talwar had also trained guns at
his own party's mayor Sandhu
over his failure in finding a solution to clogged sewers in different
wards of Ludhiana (east) constituency. He had also raised questions over the working of the
mayor in the general House meeting in February.

IN THE VIDEO, THE
DRIVER TAKES A WRONG
TURN AND DRIVES
THROUGH THE FLEXIBLE
DIVIDER TO TAKE THE
ADJACENT FLYOVER TO
DRIVE TOWARDS DUGRI

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A city-based activist on

Saturday sounded the police
about a blatant violation by a resident who broke through a delineator post on the busy Southern
Bypass to take the flyover
towards Dugri on Friday night. A
video of the incident has gone
viral on social media.
The incident occurred around
8:45pm. In the video, a white
Hyundai i20 car (PB 10 EJ 1551)
can be seen coming from BRS
Nagar. The driver takes a wrong
turn in the traffic and drives
through the delineator post to
take the adjacent flyover and
drive towards Dugri. Rahul
Verma, member, Punjab Road
Safety Council, who sounded the

n

The car driver (left) taking an illegal right turn in the middle of
HT PHOTO
traffic near BRS Nagar bridge in Ludhiana on Friday.

police, said, “Road accidents
occur due to negligence of such
people. It is sheer violation of traffic rules. The flexible dividers

(delineator posts) are installed to
prevent accidents and the driver
broke through them to take a
short cut.” “He can be seen smil-

ing, appearing to be proud to have
broken rules. Such defaulters
should be punished. I have sent
the video to police commissioner
as well as other senior police officers,” he added.
ADCP (traffic) Tarun Rattan
said he had received the video.
“The address of the violator has
been traced and action will be
taken against him soon,” he said.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:Commissioner of police

Sukhchain Singh Gill on Saturday extended the ban on carrying
weapons to marriage palaces for
two months in view of the
repeated incidents of mishaps
due to celebratory firing at wedding functions. The commissioner also ordered the palace
owners to ensure that no guest
entered their premises with
weapons. Gill said if an incident
of firing at a marriage palace took
place, the police will also take
action against the palace owner.
DRINKING IN
OPEN BANNED
Gill also banned drinking on
roadsides or outside liquor
vends, saying people usually
indulged in scuffles in an inebriated condition and posed threat to
the law and order situation.
BAN ON OPEN
SALE OF ACID
The top cop asked sellers of acid to

renew their licences in time to
avoid penal action. He directed
them to maintain proper record
of the sale by taking a photocopy
of the buyer’s identity card, and
to not sell acid to people aged
below 18.
He also told institutions and
organisations using acid for various purposes to maintain the
record of its use and depute a
guard outside the room where
acid was stored. Besides, educational institutions, where acid
was used, were told to make it
sure that their staff did not misuse the acid or take it out of the
institution.
BAN ON DESIGNS,
STICKERS ON VEHICLE
NUMBER PLATES
The police chief banned making
designs, graphics and pasting
stickers on the number plates of
vehicles. He said that due to
graphics and stickers on the number plates, it was difficult to read
the registration number. The
miscreants can take advantage of
such number plates, he added.

He said the police will take
action against people not using
number plates in line with rules.
He also ordered them to check
registration certificates (RCs) of
vehicles before making number
plates. Gill also banned use of
black films on windowpanes of
vehicles, as they made it difficult
to identify the vehicle’s occupants.
HOOKAH BARS
The ban on hookah bars in the
area under the police commissionerate was also extended for
two months. He said it had come
to his notice that illegal hookah
bars were operating in the city,
where tobacco hookahs or intoxicants were being served. He said
any hotel, bar or restaurant
found serving hookahs will be
dealt with strictly and a case will
be registered against the owner.
NO LOUDSPEAKERS
AFTER 10PM
Gill banned playing of loud music
and DJ between 10pm and 6am.
He said prior permission needs to

be taken for playing DJ or loudspeakers at any function between
10pm and 6 am.
BAN ON FARMING OF
THAI MANGUR FISH
The police chief banned the farming of mangur fish in village
ponds in the district as it harmed
cattle and also ate away other species of fish in the pond.
RECORD OF VISITORS
Gill ordered all owners of hotels,
guest houses and other service
apartments to maintain the
record of visitors.
He said Ludhiana was an
industrial hub of Punjab due to
which thousands of businessmen
visited the city daily, and stayed
in hotels, guest houses and other
accommodations.
NO REHRIS ON
FOOTPATH
He also ordered that no person
can use footpaths for rehris,
makeshift stalls of eatables, and
keeping goods outside the premises of his shop.

crore on the development and
social welfare projects in the
constituency,” he added.
SAD LEADER MANJIT
INDERPAL SINGH
JOINS CONGRESS
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
leader and chairman, Agricul-

ture Development Bank Jagraon-cum- secretary, Officers’
Club, Manjit Inderpal Singh
Dhillon, joined the Congress,
along with his supporters, in
the presence of Ludhiana MP
and Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu in Jagraon on
Saturday.

n

Maheshinder Singh Grewal

lier, he had an excuse that it
was the Akali-BJP government in Punjab, but now there
has been a Congress government for two years and let him
explain what he did for Ludhiana,” he said, while adding that
Bittu’s only achievement was
to get his brother appointed as
a DSP in the Punjab Police by

flouting all rules and regulations.
Grewal asked Bittu what
happened to the Smart City
projects that the Modi government had announced for the
city. “Thanks to the indifference of the Congress government in the state and that of the
local MP, nothing has been
done in the name of development. The Congress government has also shelved the
Southern Bypass project that
the Akali-BJP government had
launched to decongest the
city,” he claimed.
Appealing to people to vote
for the SAD-BJP alliance in the
state, he said, “When the country will be strong under a
strong Prime Minister, the
state will be strong and eventually the people will be happy
and prosperous.”

n

Simarjeet Singh Bains

Bains throws
open debate
challenge
LIP president and Ludhiana
Punjab Democratic Alliance
candidate Simarjeet Singh
Bains on Saturday challenged SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal and chief
minister Capt Amarinder
Singh for an open debate
over the issues in Punjab.
Hitting out against the SAD
and the Congress government, Bains said both parties
had looted the state.

COMPILED BY HARSIMRAN SINGH BATRA

CRICKET MEET

Ludhiana lead over
Hoshiarpur by
163 runs on Day 1
HT Correspondent
n

125 students fight it out
in table tennis tourney
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Ludhiana led by 163

Ban on arms at marriage palaces extended

Sitting MP and Congress candidate from Ludhiana constituency Ravneet Singh Bittu during an
election rally in Jagraon on Saturday.
HT PHOTO

On his performance as MP,
he said he had always
remained available to redress
problems of the people.
“I strongly raised issues in the
Parliament and fully utilised
my Members of Parliament
Local Area Development
(MPLAD) Scheme funds of ₹25

Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) president Simarjeet Singh Bains has
outlived his nuisance value
and will not even save his security deposit this time, said Ludhiana SAD-BJP candidate
Maheshinder Singh Grewal on
Saturday.
Grewal said he did not consider Bains a serious contender and his fight in Ludhiana was against the Congress
candidate and sitting MP Ravneet Singh Bittu, who had also
lost the confidence of the people. Slamming Bains, Grewal
said these are parliamentary
elections in which people elect
the Prime Minister and not
rabble-rousers like Bains.
Training his guns at Bittu,
Grewal said he will have to
answer for his multiple sins of
omission and commission during the past five years. “Ear-

Police looking for driver who took
U-turn on busy Southern Bypass
n

n

Bains has outlived his nuisance value, will lose his
security deposit, says Maheshinder Singh Grewal

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

HT Correspondent

GURPREET SINGH/HT

they were in talks with managements of other gaushalas.
If necessary, the civic body
might also come up with its own
gaushala on the outskirts of the
city, he said.

runs against Hoshiarpur after
the first day of their match during the Inter-District Under-19
Cricket Tournament at the
Jathedar Santokh Singh Margind Sports Stadium at Dulay village (Phallai Sahib), here on Saturday.
Ludhiana won the toss and
chose to field, but Hoshiarpur
lost all wickets and was able to
set the target of 60 runs for Ludhiana in 46.3 overs in their first
innings. Ludhiana’s leg spinner
Gurmehar took five wickets in 20
overs by giving 26 runs.
Chasing the target, Ludhiana’s Tikshan Tangri and Karan
Dhillon played a partnership of
238 runs in 40 overs, and without
losing any wicket, Ludhiana
declared their first innings at 238
runs, taking a lead of 178 runs.
In the second innings, Hoshiarpur again failed to build the
momentum as they lost six wickets in nine overs with 15 runs on
the board.
Ludhiana’s Amitoj and Gurmehar took four and two wickets
respectively giving no chance to
their opponent to hit the boundaries. Hoshiarpur’s Nitish and
Shashwat were batting at 1 run
and 10 runs, respectively, at the
end of the day.

LUDHIANA: As many as 125 boys
and girls from various schools
in the city participated in the
Indian Sports School Trust
Table Tennis Tournament at
Sutlej Club on Saturday.
In the finals of under-10 boys
singles, Abhiraj Kansal
defeated Viraj Jindal by 11-5,
7-11, 11-8 and 11-9.
In the semifinals, Jindal beat
Japraj by 11-8, 11-7 and 11-6, and
Kansal defeated Nawab by 11-6,

n

11-5 and 11-8 to enter the finals.
Both Kansal and Jindal are students of Sat Paul Mittal School
in Ludhiana.
Aishveer Kaur of Bal Bharti
Public School clinched the victory in two categories — subjunior (under-15 girls) and junior (under-18 girls). Aishveer
beat Ishreen Kaur by 11-8, 11-7,
9-11 and 11-8 in the sub-junior
category.
Ishreen was again defeated in
the finals of junior category by
11-7, 11-5 and 11-9.
In junior (boys) category,

Gautam of Green Land Convent
School, Civil City, defeated
Vivek by 11-8, 12-10 and 11-8. In
sub junior category, Aryan of
KVM School beat Rusharth by
11-7, 9-11, 11-8 and 11-6.
In the cadet (under-12 boys)
category, Aarav beat Satvik Jindal by 11-7 11-6 11-8 and in cadet
(under-12 girls) Tusti defeated
Bhavya by 11-9,11-7,11-8. Tusti
also defeated Bhavya in
under-10 category by 11-8, 11-9
and 11-7.
The winners were awarded
with cash rewards.

Abhiraj Kansal playing a match during the tournament at Sutlej Club in Ludhiana on Saturday.

HT PHOTO
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PRIYA S TANDON

YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY, SO
DO MAKE AN INFORMED CHOICE

POTPOURRI

E

ver wonder why French fries taste
yummy and the humble salad tastes
like punishment? Why do icecreams taste heavenly and curd
tastes like a sick man’s food? Why is
it gratifying to sleep for long hours instead of
getting up early for yoga or going for a walk?
Why is everything that is right so difficult to
do, and everything that is easy not really the
right thing to do?
With India in election mode, every political
party and every candidate is trying to prove
that he is right and his opponent is wrong. But
is he really doing right or just trying to prove
that he is right without really being what he
professes to be? Doing the right thing requires
self-control, sacrifice, discipline and the courage of conviction.
I wonder who laid down the rules for politicians. India has had some tall leaders in the
past. What was their work ethic? What were
their working hours like? What were the principles that guided their path? What was their
vision? And most importantly what was their
intention and what did they achieve?
Actions always speak louder than words.

Discipline is the hallmark of intelligent living.
Even in most households parents have to set
examples for children. If they eat junk they
cannot expect their children to eat healthy. If
they do not keep the house in an orderly and
clean state, they cannot expect the children to
keep their room clean. If they indulge in dishonesty, how can they expect their children to
be honest?
Do take a look at the report card of the candidates in your constituency before you vote.
If your candidate is a first timer, do check out
his achievements in other walks of life. Do

I WONDER WHO LAID DOWN THE
RULES FOR POLITICIANS. INDIA HAS
HAD SOME TALL LEADERS IN THE
PAST. WHAT WAS THEIR WORK ETHIC?
WHAT WERE THEIR WORKING
HOURS LIKE? WHAT WERE THE
PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDED THEIR
PATH? WHAT WAS THEIR VISION?

find out about his performance and the ability
to deliver in his past roles. Today, the voter is
not only powerful, he is very aware. Social
media has made him so. Almost everyone is
active on some social media platform or the
other. Even if you are one of the rare ones,
who do not use social media, Google is the
know-all, who can tell you everything about
every candidate and his party.
As a young first-time voter, I remember
standing in the queue waiting for my turn to
reach the ballot box. My heart was thumping.
I felt elated! There was a middle-aged woman
in the queue behind me. She asked me who I
was going to vote for. I was a novice. I didn’t
remember that voting was a secret ballot and I
could stay silent. I divulged. She said, “Theek
hai. Hum bhi usi ko vote daal dete
hain.(That’s okay, we’ll vote for that person
too).” I was a little surprised at her statement,
wondering how I could guide her. She went on
to say, “Aap padhe-likhe ho naa. Aap to
samjhdaari se vote daalo ge. To hum bhi aap ki
samajh ko theek maan lete hain (You’re educated. You’ll vote intelligently, so we’ll go by
your decision).”Another woman who was lis-

n

Do take a look at the report card of the candidates in your constituency before you vote.

tening to our conversation said, “Hum bhi
soch rehe thae, kis ko vote daalein. Chalo hum
bhi iss ko hi daal dete hein (We were also wondering who we should vote for, so let’s vote for
this person).”
Well! That was many years ago! Now,
everyone is better informed. It’s not only
everyone’s right to vote, it is also everyone’s

BEWARE OF THAT CHINK IN YOUR ARMOUR
guest
column
COL AVNISH SHARMA (RETD)

I

t was December 1986. I, as a young
Captain, was posted as an aidede-camp (staff officer) to a general. We were in the midst of
series of war exercises in the desert.
Not very aware of the nuances of
planning, strategy and tactics, I found
the process intriguing. Once the time
for the offensive thrust across the
‘notional’ international border with
the enemy state was fixed at 3 am I
questioned the boss while walking
back from the operations room to his
mobile caravan (field living quarter)
about the timing. What difference did
it make to launch the offensive at 3 am
or 12 pm if hostilities had commenced
and the enemy was expecting an
attack?
The general listened to me and
smiled, replying, “It’s my experience
and belief that the level of alertness of
a human being, even if he is a highly
conscientious sentry (watchman), is
on the wane between 2am and 5am, for
whatever reason. I call it a chink in the
armour. So, the aim is to gain initial
advantage during an offensive. We
need to exploit this window, Captain.”
These words of wisdom were ratified more than once throughout my
service career and became the thrust
of training wherever I was in com-

n

From honking loudly to littering public spaces, we expose little chinks in our
armour when we are not considerate about others.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK PHOTO

mand of troops. Now, retired and settled in an ever vibrant civil environment, the chink theory seems relevant
here too.
The other day, I had to steer my
vehicle to a slip road to attend to a
phone call from my wife when I saw a
young man and woman walking
through the parking lot of a shopping
arcade. The woman, maybe all of 18 or
20, an educated person and the future
of our country, threw a banana peel on
the paver block. The couple carried on
as if all was in order, Swacch Bharat
spirit thrown to the wind!

Then there’s this middle-aged doctor neighbour of ours, a very accomplished human being. He co-owns a
multispecialty medical clinic and is a
proponent of the adage, ‘prevention is
better than cure’. However, every time
he comes home from work, we hear
loud honks from his SUV, to signal his
domestic helpers to open the gate. The
horn is quite disturbing, more so for
the old and the infants. On being told
about it, loveable though he is, he
frankly expressed his helplessness in
dealing with the situation. “The horn
is factory fitted by the company, what

do I do?”
The respected medico obviously has
his priorities clear with noise pollution not figuring anywhere in his list of
don’ts.
Now moving on to our ‘privileged’
address. We live in the same lane as a
prominent politician and love him for
his gentle demeanour, but hate the
traffic mess that results from his supporters, well-wishers and media persons buzzing around his house. Well,
all this can’t be helped, but the least
that can be done is have his staff manage the chaos. But that gives rise to the
question: How will his popularity then
be showcased?
The problem continues though the
gentleman of late has been talking
about the city fast losing its pristine
looks, in complete variance with talk
and walk.
Malhotra Saab, our sector’s flagship tyre and battery dealer always
has pearls of wisdom to offer to
friends, including yours truly. During
a light discussion on the performance
of the current government in improving the quality of life, he said. “Colonel
Saab, anyone can be at the helm of
affairs in our great country and whatever reforms and improvements he or
she may initiate, people will continue
to be afflicted by the ‘I, me and myself’
syndrome. So crib, curse, sermonise
and enjoy.”
He seemed in consonance with the
good old general, highlighting the
chink in the armour theory, albeit in a
different context.
n

avnishrms59@gmail.com

The author is a former military officer

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THEORIES
OF THE
UNKNOWN

n

priyatandon65@gmail.com

The author is a Chandigarh-based freelance writer

A MEMORABLE MEET OF
MIDDLE WRITERS
guest
column
RITU KAMRA KUMAR

K

ey developments in information, advances in communication, the emergence of social
media and the pace of change
are making the world more connected.
With everyone carrying a smartphone, we all enjoy communicating
with the people whom we haven’t met
in person. So when the other day my
Facebook friend Rana Preet Gill
invited me to her book launch,
requesting ‘middle writers’ writing for
distinguished newspapers to attend, I
decided to go. The launch of the book
Finding Julia was being organised by
the Chandigarh Literary Society. All
of us have been pursuing our hobby of
writing besides handling our professional commitments. Though we were
in touch with one another through
social media we had not met. The
desire to have a get-together was brewing, rather simmering for the last few
months but hadn’t materialised.
It was great to be at the venue, the
Chandigarh Press Club, which was
throbbing with the festive spirit.
Writer Seerat Gill’s conversation with
the author was enlivening and
engrossing as she recounted humorous and honest tales behind each ‘middle’ she had written. We recognised
each other instantly. Could two people
become firm friends after a single swift
meeting? I believe ‘Yes,’ because soon
we wanted to know everything about
each other. Though we hadn’t met
before, yet through our writings, right
from sharing pictures to opinions to
events, social media had brought us
closer. Perhaps we knew each other in
pure essence and benevolence, so intimacy came spontaneously and it
struck a chord immediately. Surrounded by worthy and warm intellectuals it was a breathless encounter
with happiness.

VIVEK ATRAY’S ADVICE TO ALL
TO KEEP ‘MIDDLES’ AS
‘MIDDLES’ AND REFRAIN FROM
MAKING THEM ‘MUDDLES’ WAS
RECEIVED WITH APPLAUSE

A

rt exhibited in the City Beautiful often confounds the
common viewer because
some creative works may be
untitled. A brief explanation of the
artist’s ideas is a rare appendage. One
can well imagine the plight of an art
gallery security guard who idles his
time maintaining a vigil on such
“obscure” creations and yet is
“intrigued out of boredom” to thirst
for the meaning. Or, what this particular guard diffidently termed the
“thoery” of art.
The guard in question was the
portly, affable Anand Singh, a
migrant from Devprayag (Uttarakhand), and deputed at the Museum
of Fine Arts (PU) where the 8th All
India Women Artists Contemporary
Exhibition hosted by Artscapes is
underway. Attired in starched
Khakis, Singh’s bored eyes saw me
gazing at a gripping portrait of a
strange creature. He walked up and
innocently asked if it was a kind of
mongoose that slays the mightiest of
‘Naags’, adding for good measure that
he had possibly seen this creature in
his real life.
Though I was aware of the specifics
of the species depicted, I found the artwork bore no identification of the
creature but did bear a title, Ready To
Move. The detailing was extremely

GETTY IMAGES

duty.Don’t we want the right people to make it
to Parliament? If Parliament comprises of the
right people, the right man shall become the
prime minister. If you exercise your right to
vote for the right person, you shall be wise;
failing which you shall be left otherwise!

n

A face-to-face meeting is much better
GETTY IMAGES
than Facebook chats.

Rana Preet Gill and Narinder Jeet
Kaur’s tight hug after cursory greetings, Dr Rajiv Sharma’s serene smile,
Harvinder Kaur’s endearing embrace
and Rakesh Chopra’s warm handshake made me think life is not measured by the breaths we take but by the
moments which take our breath away.
The cherished memories that I
brought back home have I feel forged a
bond for life. Chetna Keer’s humour
was at best as she asked, “What better
way to keep away ‘middle life’ blues at
bay than to be in the middle of a multitude of middle writers?” Her words
made me realise how many of us were
reinventing ourselves in midlife with
confidence and conviction. As I looked
around, I could see happy faces with
sweet voices and smiles and innocent
laughter.
Time stopped and our obscure connections evolved into moments of
blissful togetherness. Vivek Atray’s
advice to all to keep ‘middles’ as ‘middles’ and refrain from making them
‘muddles’ was received with applause.
Be spontaneous and original and tell
your tales honestly was his message to
all budding writers. I was reminded of
words of Meister Eckhart, a German
philosopher, Become aware of what is
in you, announce it, produce it and
give birth to it.
The small sojourn was truly memorable and will definitely stay etched in
my mind for a long time, as from strangers, a number of us became friends.
The charm of being in august company
of erudite people rejuvenated, revitalised and revivified body and soul and
left me invigorated. Now I eagerly wait
for next such meet where we can get
immersed in the spirit of learning and
laughter!
n

ritukumar1504@yahoo.com

The author teaches at MLN College,
Yamunanagar

mailbox
PUT AN END TO VIP CULTURE
n

Ready To Move is on display at Museum of Fine Arts (PU).

fine and evocative of Company School
art patronised in colonial India. I got
in touch with the artist, Runa
Mahato, a Bengali student pursuing
Fine Arts at Osmania University,
Hyderabad. Mahato confessed she did
not know the name of the species she
had depicted in her work of art, which
she technically defined as ‘dry point
printmaking’. She had merely portrayed the creature from an art book.
“The creature in the art book was
still but breathing with life and bristling with a taut energy. It’s body was
arched and imbued with a sense of
imminent action just like a human at
the cross-roads and ready for an
unexpected turn. I drew the creature
out of the suddenness with which it
caught my eye and inflamed my imagination and aesthetic sensibilities,”
Mahato told this writer.

I informed Mahato the creature
was a Large Indian civet (LIC) and
found, coincidentally, in India, only
in her state of West Bengal and the
North East. Mahato was thrilled and
grateful she finally got to know the
identity of the animal which had been
her muse.
As for the guard, I told him this was
a creature whose related species, the
Asian Palm civet and Small Indian
civet, are found in the Chandigarh
region. Civets are not that uncommon
but perhaps more difficult to spot
than tigers because they often take to
trees and are skulkers of the dark
hours. And, while they hunt birds and
other small creatures, they are in no
way as ruthless in hunting cobras as
the mongooses. A tree may rustle
with commotion on a dark night and
you may suspect a cat is on the prowl

PHOTO: RUNA MAHATO

for sleeping squirrels and birds. But a
flashlight shone into the branches
will reveal the luminous pools of a
civet’s eyes looking down upon you in
startled annoyance.
Well, after that, the guard mustered courage and latched on to me.
He asked me to explain the other
paintings which hung around him all
day like inscrutable, snooty companions. We spent quality time “theorising wildly” after I translated the
English titles for him. He lingered
longer, thoughtfully, and asked halting questions before a painting of a
girl collecting fallen leaves with
Hindi/English alphabets filling the
background, symbolising a yearning
for education. I learnt later that
Singh’s little daughter had passed
away last month.
n

VIP culture, a widespread menace in the country, needs to be put an end to. Why should
the common man be the one to suffer in traffic jams while a minister or government
official gets to move around easily? On visiting municipal corporation or government
offices, often officials are unavailable to meet the public, with their clerical staff citing
excuses of leave or transfer, putting ones work in limbo.
Karanveer Singh, PAU student

Press freedom must
to pressure authorities

Culture and literature
in city need a boost

Issues that acquire hype get buried with
time. People tend to forget and forgive
politicians easily. We also forget that the
city is facing a crisis with contaminated
water supply in many areas. These issues
should always be in news. This will build
pressure on authorities and force them to
take steps to solve them. Press freedom
is the most important in determining
that these matters are not ignored and
lose relevance with time. It is important
to spread awareness among the youth to
read newspapers and raise their voice
against the wrongs in society.

The state and central governments are
not providing any help to boost theatrical and cultural activities in the city.
The theatre artistes are forced to maintain and build the thrust of cultural
activities on their own. We need to
generate awareness among people
about theatre being an admirable
profession. I am sure there will be plenty
women like me who wish to join the
theatre but are not able to as the
government is not coming up with new
initiatives to develop a cultural environment in the city.

Saumya Shukla, SCD College student

Sapandeep Kaur, theatre activist

vswild1@gmail.com
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PEOPLECRITICISE
YOUFORHAVING
ANOPINION...
Pooja Sharma

ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces in
our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film. It
is a complete commercial film.
I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked with.
Dulquer (Salmaan) is supercute and a great actor. So, I am
super-excited.
You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a

better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.
Any plans of debuting in the digital
space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be

Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion
PHOTO:
APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/
HOUSE OF
PIXELS

Rishabh Suri

foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In
India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But, eventually
it will be the only source of
entertainment and why not? I
don’t mind being the first one to
jump on the bandwagon.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,

e’s having a dream
run at the box office.
His last two films —
Andhadhun and Badhaai
Ho — have garnered
critical and commercial
acclaim. And
Ayushmann Khurrana’s
popularity is travelling
beyond borders along with
his films. Andhadhun has
neared the ₹250-crore mark
at the Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for him,
he tells us, “It is a huge
feat for me, and a great
achievement. There’s
validation that the scripts
I am choosing are not just
resonating with the masses
in India but also
internationally. This shows
that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and has an
international appeal. I feel
acknowledged. Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise is
that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when
he got the news about the
release in China.
“I was not thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one
of the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations
for sure. I was, in fact, not
thinking at all about the
Chinese release or how it
would fare there. It’s like a
great, happy surprise,” he
says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article

H

... Says actor Sonam
K Ahuja, although that
won’t deter her from
voicing hers

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on my
plate. I enjoy fashion and I like
wearing it. But, I don’t think
I’ve the knowledge to dictate
terms on fashion.

Ayushmann is
glad that his films
go ‘beyond borders’

Ayushmann Khurrana’s
Andhadhun has raked in about
₹250 crore at the Chinese box
office PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental
disorders...”. In response,
according to Pinkvilla, an
official spokesperson
from the film’s production
house has explained that
the film, in fact, inspires
everyone to accept the
distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
Kangana Ranaut and Rajkummar Rao
making a larger point.

15, in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,
in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and
it is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and elaborates
on what he keeps in mind
when choosing a script, “The
only thing I care for is that the
script has to be normal and
should have no reference
point in either Hindi or
international cinema.”
“So I am glad to be
getting scripts which are
unique, and which resonate
with the masses... either
about breaking a taboo or
dealing with social stigmas.
These kind of scripts appeal
to me.”
When in showbiz, it’s easy
to give in to the notion that
‘box office is the only king’.
But, not for Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do
‘middle of the road cinema’,
which is a great combination
of commerce and content. I
just follow my heart and gut
every single time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says.
When asked, Ayushmann,
who sings, does live shows
and writes poems, says,
“I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of now, it’s
a lot of fun to be just a
performer!”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

‘I am amazed by Tagore’s ‘Female actors getting their due but still a long way to go’
work’
P
ay disparity might have
been a concern in the
Hindi film industry, but
thing are changing, feels
Kriti Sanon. The actor says
female actors are getting what
they deserve monetarily.
“I’ve always believed that
pay has to be decided on the
amount of work that you
put in a film and the numbers
your films drive at the box
office. The situation is slowly
but steadily balancing out
where female actors are also
getting their monetary due.
But we still have a long way to
go,” says the Luka Chuppi
(2018) actor.
Ever since her debut in
Bollywood in 2014 with
Heropanti, Kriti has done her
fair share of women-centric
films and roles. Kriti feels
proud when films such as
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017), Stree
and Raazi (2018) do well.
Does she see a change in the
way women characters are
perceived in the film
industry? “Most definitely,”
she says, adding, “It’s the best
time for women in cinema and
we have the audience to thank
for that. They have been
accepting of stories around
female protagonists that are
today drawing in figures on
par
with top male stars.”
But ultimately, it’s the

Rekha Bhardwaj
feels Rabindranath
Tagore’s songs
mirror what Sufi
music stands for;
adds his lyrics
inspire her till date
Nishad Neelambaran
ith songs such as
Namak (Omkara;
2006) and Kabira
(Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani; 2013) to her credit,
Rekha Bhardwaj has come a
long way since her debut in
1997 as a playback singer with
Chachi 420. Apart from her
work in the commercial
arena, the National Awardwinning singer is also known
for her independent tracks
and albums. Rekha will be
seen performing at the event
titled, Bongo Shongo presents
Tagore & We Live, in the city,
today.
As the name suggests, the
evening will focus on
Rabindra Sangeet. Ask Rekha
about her performance, and
she says, “I will be performing
with Kolkata-based musicians
Sourendro Mullick and
Souymojit Das. Considering
that there will be a likeminded audience, we will
combine thumri with
Rabindra Sangeet.
Tagore’s songs are based on
raagas like Patdeep and
others.”
When asked about her
understanding of Rabindra
Sangeet, she says that there is
a lot of in-depth meaning in
Tagore’s poems and songs.
“Each time I prepare a new
song, I am amazed by his
work. All the songs have a
deeper meaning to it. For
instance, if he is talking about
rains, it is not just rains that
he is focusing on. He talks
about a lot of other things
too,” she says, adding,
“Another thing that I really

W

Kriti has done
her fair share
of womencentric films
and roles.

I’m getting to do the
kind of work I want to.
All these films belong
to different genres and
I’m glad I took those
decisions in choosing
different kinds of roles
and films because I
feel that’s the only way
you can grow.

PHOTO: IANS

KRITI SANON ACTOR

content that matters, she
asserts. “The content has
today become the king, and
the deciding factor, which is
great,” Kriti says.
Luka Chuppi, which
starred the 28-year-old
alongside Kartik Aaryan,

followed a couple living-in
together in Mathura and the
ensuing complications. The
film has crossed ₹90 crore at
the Indian box office. And the
actor is happy with the
audience’s response, which
bodes well for other subjects

that have so far been
considered taboo.
“Our idea wasn’t to state
that one should go for live-in
relationships in general. But
yes, we did want to stir the
audiences a bit and leave
them with the thought that

everyone has the right to lead
their lives according to their
wishes and we shouldn’t
judge them for that,” Kriti
shares.
The actor now has an
interesting slate of work, with
Arjun Patiala, the historical
drama Panipat, and the
comedy Housefull 4.
“I’m in a good space right
now in my life where I’m
getting to do the kind of work I
really want to. All these films
belong to different genres and
I’m glad I took those decisions
in choosing different kinds of
roles and films because I feel
that’s the only way you can
IANS
grow.”

Exploring sex in our content is empowering; Flora Saini
Juhi Chakraborty

Flora Saini
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

like about Rabindra Sangeet
is that even though he wrote
in Bengali,
his songs also have a very
close relation to Sufi music.”
Explaining the connection
between Rabindra Sangeet
and Sufi music, she says, “A
lot of his work is for the
beloved, which is considered
to be the God in this case. This
is the same in Sufi. Any love
poem in Sufi — be it about
longing, separation or

All of Tagore’s songs
have a deeper
meaning to it.
REKHA BHARDWAJ,
SINGER
togetherness, it is all
dedicated to the beloved, who
is also considered to be the
god.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

etting intimate on screen is
considered to be a taboo
when it comes to Indian
content and sex is still a
closeted topic. However,
actor Flora Saini says with the
advent of the web as a medium,
such content is no longer
censored. The actor was
recently part of an erotic web
series set in rural India.
Asked whether she feels
comfortable dabbling in such
content, she says, “It is not
about my comfort. It is about
whether such content has an
audience and the response (to
the series) clearly shows that
they like it.”
She further goes on to add,
“It’s a human emotion. If it
were Europe or the US, we
would not even be talking about
it. There it is understood that

G

If it were Europe or the
US, we’d not even be
talking about it (sex).
We’ve shied away from
a beautiful emotion.
FLORA SAINI ACTOR

getting intimate with someone
is the highest form of love. We
have just shied away from a
very beautiful emotion in our
society. But now because of the
internet, things are changing.”
And this change has brought
about a lot of experimenting
when it comes to content,
according to Flora.
“There is a lot of content
which was never explored

earlier. Like women’s issues
and how to deal with sexuality.
Exploring sex in our content is
empowering. It is indeed a
beautiful time for both actors
and storytellers. I think people
did have these ideas but
probably didn’t know how to
bring it forward. It is also a
demand and supply thing,” she
says.Even her upcoming short
film talks about a bold subject
— infidelity. And Flora says
that it is very important to
discuss it in the open.
“Infidelity is something very
rampant in our society. There
are so many married men who
portray themselves as single. I
have dealt with one myself. I
feel that such
stories need to be told and I
am happy to be a part of such
different stories,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez
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There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

Actor Timothy
Olyphant

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

ctor Timothy
Olyphant has said he
had a great time
working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on
Quentin Tarantino’s
upcoming film Once Upon
a Time in Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing
Link. “We just met on the film,

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

Summers are all about
them beach bods!
Setting goals with her
Instagram post is
actor Mandira Bedi,
who was seen chillin’
in Goa recently.

PHOTO: HTCS

T
Late actor Luke Perry
PHOTO: CHRIS PIZZELLO/INVISION/AP

but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would look
at each other and we both had
the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

PTI

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

A

Taylor Swift

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MANDIRABEDI

Timothywillmiss
‘lovelyguy’Luke
Perry

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Caught
on Insta

PHOTO: CHARLES
SYKES/INVISION/AP

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
e
issue and require time
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green
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TOFEED OR NOT TO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

A CALMER YOU

PHOTO: HTCS

Getexpertreadyatoneof
thebestmakeupstudios

SONAL KALRA
arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society in
Mumbai fined a woman
resident ₹3.6 lakh for
feeding stray dogs in the
society premises. A few days
earlier, a fight between two
residents of a posh Gurgaon
society got ugly and physical,
when one objected to the other
feeding stray dogs. When the
news was being narrated in
the news meeting, my boss
shook his head and said,
“Mark my words, the next civil
war will be fought between
animal lovers and those who
they think cause nuisance.”
The word play may have been
extreme, but what he said
comes from a deep sense of
understanding of a societal
problem that’s growing at an
alarming rate. Well, just as the
number of stray dogs in India
— 30 million, as per a 2016
report published in
Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

A
humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni

S

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

s many say, experience
matters. Get your
makeup done flawlessly
by Goldy Hunjan, one of the
well known makeup artists
in the region. With over
13 years of experience
worldwide, his signature
makeup look is the
flawless airbrush with
glittery eyes, ‘bright yet
subtle’.
Goldy Hunjan, who hails
from Ludhiana, is a Kryolan
US certified professional
makeup artist.
He claims to have worked
with many renowned
Bollywood makeup artists
and has worked on many
destination wedding
projects in Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Pattaya, etc. He has
also been awarded for his
skills that he says he is
constantly working on while

the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.

FOR MORE DETAILS
CONTACT:
Goldy Hunjan
Makeup Studio
Call: 9781606499,
9888605705
Facebook: Goldy
Hunjan Makeup Studio
Instagram:
@goldyhunjan
makeupstudio
“Get your makeup done
from the best there is,”
says the owner.

aiming perfection.
His studio in Ludhiana,
Goldy Hunjan Makeup
Studio, has earned its place
among the best in city and
offers expert services in

bridal makeup, engagement
and cocktail makeup,
destination weddings,
professional makeup,
airbrush, high definition
makeup. etc, he says.
Started three years back
in partnership with his
friend, Anubhav Bhardwaj,
their primary focus is on
detailing and fulfilment of
customer requirements in
the best possible way —
which he says is reflected in
his clients’ smiles. “Our
team is always up for
challenges and understands
the customer’s views for a
perfect experience. In
addition to this, all products
used here are directly
bought from branded stores
across the globe to have no
compromises on quality. We
offer customer satisfaction
at its best,” he says.

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a

A

single dad who loses his home
to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the

situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re
all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

Clint Eastwood’s
last film was
2018’s The Mule
PHOTO: CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is
determined to throw a
festival for his island
community”. Rihanna plays
his girlfriend and musical
inspiration Kofi Novia.
Glover’s younger brother
Stephen has written the
screenplay for the
PTI
film.

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island
PHOTO: JOEL C
RYAN/AP

Clint may direct film
on wrongly accused
security guard
eteran actor-filmmaker
Clint Eastwood might
direct The Ballad of
Richard Jewell, a look at a
security guard whose life gets
turned upside down after
media reports identified him as
a possible suspect in the 1996
Atlanta Olympics bombing.
Actors Jonah Hill and
Leonardo DiCaprio will no
longer appear in the movie.
Their involvement will be
limited to producing the film,
reports Variety magazine.
Eastwood circled the project
several years ago before opting
to direct the
2016 drama Sully. Director
Ezra Edelman was last
person to consider the
project. Captain Phillips (2013)
screenwriter Billy Ray is
writing the script, which
will be based on a Marie
Brenner article in Vanity Fair.

V

RICHARD JEWELL
HAD REPORTED ON A
BOMB AT THE 1996
ATLANTA OLYMPICS,
ONLY TO FIND
HIMSELF SUSPECTED
AS PART OF THE PLOT
Jewell reported on the
knapsack bomb at the
1996 Summer Games and
helped clear bystanders — only
to find himself
suspected of being involved
in the plot.
He was cleared as a
suspect three months later and
died in 2007 of a heart attack at
the age of 44.
IANS
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Istruggledto
breakthe
stereotype:
MaanviGagroo

After playing
minor roles in No
One Killed
Jessica (2011)
and PK (2014),
Maanvi Gagroo
went to do web
shows which
catapulted her to
fame
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MAANVIGAGROO

Sangeeta Yadav

T

Lupita Nyong'o
(extreme left)
wrote about her
experience with
Harvey Weinstein,
in October 2017
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/

PHOTO: CHRI
STOPHER
SMITH/AP

ctor Anthony Rapp says
he was inspired to speak
out against actor Kevin
Spacey after he read
actor Lupita Nyong’o’s
moving first person account
about Harvey Weinstein.
Weinstein, once a powerful
Hollywood producer, fell
spectacularly from grace after
multiple women, including
actors Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Angelina Jolie,
and Nyong’o, came forward to
allege him of sexual
harassment. Allegations
against Weinstein sparked the
#MeToo movement in
Hollywood, inspiring others to
share their stories of sexual
harassment. Rapp, who was
first to speak out against
Spacey, says he was initially
not sure about coming forward
but once he read the account
by Nyong’o, he changed his
mind.
“I was following along with
the Harvey Weinstein stories
to some degree, but I wasn’t,
like, diving into them. … And I
hadn’t yet really made the
connection for myself. Lupita
Nyong’o wrote a first person
piece in The New York Times

A

REUTERSP

about her experience with
Harvey. And as they go, she
was pretty fortunate in that
she was able to avoid the worst
of it, but she wrote so
beautifully and eloquently
about what experience was
like for her... Coupled with it
was the knowledge that that
had been going on for decades
to so many people, and that I
knew for a fact several people
in my own circle who had had
experiences with Kevin
Spacey, that it was like that
was when the penny dropped,
and I had to do something. It
wasn’t about my own
experience, it really was not
about airing out my own
laundry... I thought that would
be the only way that we could
stop him,” Rapp said on a
podcast.
Other people soon came
forward against Spacey,
leading to the him being
kicked out of House of Cards.
and All the Money in the
World. Rapp says he is happy
that Spacey is no longer in the
position to abuse others. “He
won’t be in a position of
power..., where he can do
PTI
things,” he said.

Musicians will
become bigger
than actors:
Jubin Nautiyal

Samarth Goyal
inger Jubin Nautiyal
feels that the future will
be better for musicians,
thanks to the umpteen
platforms available in the
virtual world. “I am sure that
right now many musicians
can foresee a sort of money
issue (in terms of revenue
from streaming platforms),
but I have a very different
prediction about the

S

I am not one of those actors who stepped into
films through TV, says Chahat Khanna
Rishabh Suri
issing from showbiz for
some time now, actor
Chahat Khanna is raring
to get back into the groove. She
has signed the Bollywood film
Prasthaanam, in which she
plays actor Sanjay Dutt’s
daughter.
On what her role is all
about, she tells us, “It’s one of
the most important characters
in the film. Manisha (Koirala,
actor) is playing an important
character, and so is (actor) Ali
Fazal, who plays my brother.
The film revolves around all of
us. It’s a big-budget political
drama that will release this
summer. Our fingers are
crossed.”
Currently, Chahat is
juggling a lot of things, apart
from this film, such as “being
an entrepreneur”, and also
taking care of her two
daughters, Zohar and Amaira.
Doesn’t it get tough managing
all these things as a single

M
Chahat
Khanna
shot to
fame with
the show
Bade
Achhe
Lagte Hain
HT PHOTO

Joel Edgerton to star
in a web drama
ctor-director Joel
Edgerton has boarded the
cast of Barry Jenkins’
web series The Underground
Railroad. The 44-year-old joins
actors Thuso Mbedu, Chase W
Dillon, and Aaron Pierre in the
project, which is an adaptation
of Colson Whitehead’s book of
the same name, according to
Variety.
The 11-episode series will
follow young Cora’s (Mbedu)
journey as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom.

A

After escaping her Georgia
plantation for the rumoured
Underground Railroad, Cora
discovers no mere metaphor,
but an actual railroad full of
engineers and conductors, and
a secret network of tracks and
tunnels beneath the ground.
Edgerton, who starred and
directed in Boy Erased (2018)
will portray Ridgeway, a slave
catcher. Jenkins will be
directing all the episodes and
will also executive produce the
project.
PTI

Joel Edgerton

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

mother? “It’s very difficult.
But my elder daughter is a big
helping hand. She’s two-and-ahalf, and Amaira is one-and-ahalf. It gets tough at times, and
I feel I can’t do this. But it’s all
happening. Unless someone
asks me the question how
difficult it is, I don’t realise it,”
says Chahat.
The actor shot to fame with
the show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain, but left the show midway
due to personal reasons. On
whether she is looking
forward to get back into TV,
she says, “Leaving the show
was my decision. I can’t say
that I don’t want to do TV. It
has given me all the fame I
have currently. I can’t
think about not doing TV
at all. I don’t want to be
called the film star who
stepped into films after
using TV as a stepping
stone. I am not one of
them. Why can’t I do films,
ads, and TV all together?”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

times when you have so much
work and a lot of stuff
happening, so the struggle is to
maintain your sanity and keep
yourself rooted,” she says.
For her, working on TV was
never an option as she couldn’t
connect with the TV’s style of
storytelling. “It was a
conscious choice to stay away
from TV because the kind of
content that was on TV, I
couldn’t connect to and
personally didn’t want to be a
part of,” she explains.
It was then that the digital
platform became the stepping
stone for budding artists like
her to carve a niche for
themselves. “There is so much
of variety and a whole gamut of
different topics that people are
thinking to get their teeth into.
It’s a great thing to be busy and
to be able to harness whatever
you have been wanting to
show for such a long time,”
Maanvi says.
She adds, “As you grow in
your personal life and the kind
of experiences you have had
working on different roles and
with different people, you are
bound to evolve and it’s bound
to show in your performance as
well.”

he instant fame and
recognition one gets from
the web has changed the
lives of many actors who were
struggling to get significant
roles in films. And so is the case
with actor Maanvi Gagroo, who
after playing minor roles in No
One Killed Jessica (2011) and
PK (2014), made a shift to web
and became one of the first
female stars of the digital
platform.
“I don’t think there is a
single actor who doesn’t want
to do films. But the kind of roles
I was getting were the ones that
I didn’t want to do for various
reasons. There is a lot of
stereotyping as well that
happens as per your looks and
the roles you played in the
past,” Maanvi says.
It was a constant struggle for
her to break the stereotype due
to her being overweight and
chirpy. “As an actor, we go
through different phases of
struggle. Sometimes it is about
finding the right kind of work,
sometimes to say no to the kind
of work you don’t want to do.
The struggle is to break out
from whatever you think isn’t
working for you. There are

Singer Jubin Nautiyal’s
single Chitthi has
crossed the 27 million
mark on YouTube

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

future of the music
industry,” says Jubin.
“I think the internet is
going to become even bigger
than what it is right now.
When that happens, this
country will have multiple
mega stars [from the music
industry]. In about five years,
I think that musicians will
become really big stars, so
much so that they might get
bigger than acting
celebrities,” gushes Jubin,
who recently released
his independent
single Chitthi, which
has crossed 27 million
hits ever since its
release on YouTube.
The 29-year-old isn’t
making a prediction “just
like that” and feels there are
many reasons why he feels
his prediction will be correct.
“I think right now we are
using only 30% of the
internet. Once it gets bigger,
then imagine [its impact, as]
we are a country of 1.3 billion
people. We (musicians) will
have that many listeners,
who will have access to
internet, and will listen to
music,” he says.
And Jubin feels the day he
envisions is not far. “Even
now, we are getting a bigger
reach, and touching more
lives (with our music). We
have more fans, we are
making more music and
more music is being
consumed right now. That’s
why, according to me, we are
going to be in a very good
place in the future. There is
going to be everything for
everyone,” he concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo
reunite for a comedy film
merican actors Kristen
Wiig and Annie Mumolo,
who penned the Oscarnominated script of the
romantic-comedy film
Bridesmaids (2011), are
teaming up for another
comedy film, Barb and Star Go
to Vista Del Mar.
Wiig and Mumolo will cowrite and co-star in the
upcoming film, which
will be directed by
Josh Greenbaum,
reported Variety.
“I’m so excited
to be a part of
this movie
which showcases
Kristen and Annie’s
original, fresh and
undeniably hilarious voice in
spades. I’m also always
looking for projects with titles
that rhyme, so it really all
worked out on this one,”
Greenbaum said.

A

The story focuses on two
best friends — Barb and Star
(played by Wiig and Mumolo)
— who leave their small midwestern town for the first time
to go on vacation in Vista Del
Mar, Florida. They soon find
themselves tangled up in
adventure, love and a villain’s
evil plot to kill everyone in
town.
Apart from this, Wiig will be
next seen as Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 1984 and in
Where’d You Go, Bernadette.
Mumolo most recently
wrote the story for David O
Russell’s 2015 movie Joy,
based on the life of Joy
Mangano, starring actor
Jennifer Lawrence.
On the acting front, Mumolo
starred in a regular comedy
series, About a Boy. She also
featured in This is 40 (2012),
Afternoon Delight (2013), Bad
Moms (2016), and The Boss

Kristen Wiig (left) and Annie
Mumolo (above) will co-write
and co-star in the upcoming film
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK

(2016).
Barb and Star Go to Vista
Del Mar is expected to release
in 2020.

ANI
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TRAVEL FOCUS

FOOD, FLOWERS
AND FRUITY
GOLGAPPAS
IN DC!

“People should love
how they look.
We have many years
of culture to unlearn!”
—Lilly Singh, 30,
YouTube superstar

BY VIR SANGHVI
PAGE 14

“Lilly’s decision to take a
break from social media
showed me the importance
of mental health!”
—Debasree Banerjee, 28,
Beauty vlogger

YEARS OF
2004-2019

“I loved it when
Lilly started
naming her pimples.
She encouraged
me to be myself
unapologetically!”
—Dhwani Bhatt, 25,
Lifestyle blogger

BREAK THE INTERNET

DOUBLE ISSUE!

FLIP THIS MAG!

SUPERWOMEN INC.

INTERNET SENSATION LILLY SINGH INSPIRED THESE TWO GIRLS, AMONGST MILLIONS OF OTHERS,
TO FIND THEIR VOICE, SPEAK THEIR MIND AND BECOME SUPERWOMEN, JUST LIKE HER
HERE’S WHAT HAPPENED WHEN WE GOT THEM TO MEET THEIR SHERO...
[ AN HT BRUNCH EXCLUSIVE ]
#SuperwomenInc

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

4

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS
To read Brunch stories online, log on to hindustantimes.com/brunch. Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter and Instagram

DATING TERMS TO KNOW
Caspering has evolved, ﬂirting is not the same….
Here are ﬁve more dating terms you should know!

YEARS OF

Stuff You Said
Last Sunday

2004-2019

By Samreen Tungekar
INSTAGRANDSTAND
TO GET SOCIAL MEDIA ATTENTION
Instagrandstanding is when you perfectly
curate your Instagram account to get a certain
someone’s attention. Be it putting up stories,
showing off your style or how many friends
you have, all your Instagram posts are for this
person to see, just to get their attention to what
you’re doing.

is when they aren’t in your life anymore, but
linger on with their digital presence on your
social media. Delete delete!

Midlifer's Podcast
@midliferpodcast

#ghosting #haunting...the #dating
world is a haunted castle all of a sudden

TO CAKE

@TobyLeston

Instagrandstanding is real, you
know it and I know it.

THE ACT OF FLIRTING WITH CAKE ON IT
(NOT LITERALLY)
Caking is when you’re extra sweet to someone
you’re really interested in. You’re always texting
them sweet nothings, and the attention is undivided.

STASH
TO BE A GUILTY SECRET
Stashing away in simple terms means dating
someone, but not telling anyone about them.
If even after dating for a while if none of their
friends or family know you exist or that they
keep you hidden away from their inner circle,
then unfortunately, you’ve been stashed.
z - Atchur Service
@wmpdll

I can’t even get a date in this
stupid city let alone be “stashed”

TO HAUNT
A VARIATION OF GHOSTING
Ghosting is disappearance without any notice
or closure whatsoever, caspering would
mean ghosting but nicely, and haunting

Brigite Bryant

aparshakti_khurana Oh wow!

@Brigiteee

Men will be dating someone for a
year and they’ll break up, and they’ll already
be caking it with a new girl the next month.

BIRD BOX
TO BE BLIND IN ‘LOVE’
Taking its name from the Sandra
Bullock film, bird boxing is
when someone you’re dating
treats you terribly, or is just
not good for you, but you’re
so consumed by your feelings
for them that you continue
to date them anyway.
Who hasn’t
been there?

WTF Curating the best of the Internet for your Sunday viewing beneﬁts
WATCH. TAP. FOLLOW.

TAP
Tucci_gang to follow
the multi-faceted
Chicago-based
artist’s contemporary
art that puts a twist
to pop-culture.
someecards

WATCH

@someecards

Mommy Owl @Lhlodder

Flip cover photograph shot exclusively
Cover photograph shot exclusively for
for HT Brunch by SHIVAMM PAATHAK
HT Brunch by PRABHAT SHETTY
Art direction: AMIT MALIK
Styling: DRISHTI VIJ
Make-up and hair: STACY GOMES; Make-up and hair
Styling: AVNEET CHADHA
assistants: VIRJA MEHTA & SNEHA SANCHETI
Make-up and hair: ANJALI JAIN
Location Courtesy: THE LEELA
Lilly: jacket, Rahul Mishra; earrings, Misho; denims,
PALACE, NEW DELHI
Marks & Spencer; shoes, Mellissa; Dhwani (left): jacket,
top, pants and shoes, Shein; watch, Armani Exchange;
Bhuvan: Jacket, Unit by Rajat Suri;
Debasree (right): dress, Bershka; shoes, Nike
trousers, Brooks Brothers; shirt, Zara;
shoes Hush Puppies

Them: What inspires you to g
up every day and get out of bed?
Me: My bladder mostly.

EDITORIAL: Ananya Ghosh,
Drishti Vij, Jamal Shaikh
(National Editor – Brunch
and New Media Initiatives),
Lubna Salim, Samreen
Tungekar, Veenu Singh

DESIGN: Ashutosh Sapru
(National Editor, Design),
Amit Malik, Kishore Rawat,
Shailesh Sharma,
Sunil Kumar Mallik
(Art Director – Brunch)

What a beautiful cover story tribute to
Ghulam Mustafa Khan sahab and an
awesome cover image with 3 other wonderful
musicians @singer_shaan, Hariharan & Sonu
Nigam an ode to Hindustani classical
music! By @HTBrunch
@hemant10
niralikartik
When the
Ustad speaks.
This interview of
Ustad Ghulam Mustafa
Khan in today’s
@htbrunch is a must
read. #TheLegendMaker
More stories on Classical
Music Pleaseee!
@ShobaNarayan You have written what I have been
talking all my life. Reading this lovely article was
so cathartic and relatable. I just love your writing.
Thank you for putting it out there for all of us.
@Eatstory

Facebook has a rule against askin
people to t*g friends in posts, but tha
doesn’t mean you can’t do it.

Watch Jenna Marble’s funny take on
things guys lie about.

Loved the cover story @HTBrunch!
The guru is as cool as his disciples... and also
it’s great to know that at least in the
world of (Bollywood) music, the guru-shishya
tradition is alive & thriving !
@SunandaK

FOLLOW
@Someecards
o look their
humorous
take on digital
e-cards

DROP US A LINE AT:
brunchletters@hindustantimes.
com or to 18-20 Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

Pining for Paris after reading this and thinking
of my own memories of some of the places
mentioned. SIGH. Loved the piece!
@1onresol
Find Hindustan Times Brunch on Facebook,
follow @htbrunch on Instagram or tweet to
@HTBrunch or...

Note: Some social media posts have been edited
to correct spelling and grammar

Toby

FOR ADVERTISING AND MARKETING ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:
National - Bhavna Darira: bhavna.d@livemint.com
North - Shaila Thakur: shaila.thakur@hindustantimes.com
West - Rekha Upreti: rekha.upreti@hindustantimes.com
South - Sharbani Ghosh: sharbani.ghosh@hindustantimes.com
Marketing/Events - Puneet Uppal: puneet.uppal@hindustantimes.com
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HUMOUR

Illustration: SUNIL KUMAR MALLIK

6

RESURRECTING HOPE

Easter is an uplifting symbol of human resilience against despair and darkness
By Rehana Munir
must confess it’s Amitabh Bachchan’s face that first springs to
mind when I think about Easter.
Anthony Gonsalves breaking out of a giant egg, gibbering
about “a sophisticated rhetorician
intoxicated by the exuberance of
your own verbosity.” (Tharoor,
anyone?) Then there’s a flood of
other words, images, sounds and
tastes, oh the tastes! Like the Eid
extravagance after the month-long
fasting, Easter doesn’t come easy.
Well, it does for the festive opportunists. It’s the people of faith, who
brave Ramadan and Lent to reach
the promised feast, who bewilder
me. It’s like running a race to win a
medal when you can get the medal
without any of the sweat.

I

MEMORIES OF
THE AFTERLIFE
My Bandra childhood had one
chief Easter deity: Teacher Lizzie
with the confections. What the
grey-haired lady taught us in primary school eludes me completely
– my memories of her are set to
piano music, so perhaps singing?
– but I remember her home on
16th Road, not far from my local
pub, where you could pick up
Easter eggs and marzipans on the
days around the feast, wrapped in
cellophane with pretty red bows.
The eggs would be nibbled over
days – I still can’t decide whether
I liked the taste or not. But anything sweet that came once a year,
dressed in a pretty bow, was a

good thing. A dubious philosophy I
still stand by.
Down the road from our Khar
home, the Sacred Heart Church put
up an extravagant Easter pageant.
Watching the suffering Christ,
thorny head bowed low, carrying
his cross through the audience, was
a moving experience. Oh, the thrill
of watching grown-ups act in a play
like we put up in school! The big
choir, the fancy lighting, the dra-

the service began, which made it brim
over with joy.
Here’s why. The cheerful young
priest began relating an anecdote
about a member of his parish taking
his ailing mother-in-law to visit the
Holy Land. As fate would have it,
the old lady passed on while on the
pilgrimage. The question arose: to
transport her remains back home
(at great cost, which he specified)
or to bury right there, in the holiest

“I CAN’T DECIDE WHETHER I LIKE
THE TASTE [OF EASTER EGGS]. BUT
ANYTHING SWEET THAT COMES
ONCE A YEAR, DRESSED IN A
PRETTY BOW, IS A GOOD THING!”
matic plot, the open-to-all approach
– explains the rise of humanity’s
most popular religion in some ways.

THE MUMMY
RETURNS
A couple of years ago, I attended the
Easter service at the 200-year-old
St. Mark’s Cathedral in Bengaluru, built in the style of the
iconic 17th Century St. Paul’s
cathedral, with a beautiful
Mangalorean
family. People rustled
in in their silks and
suits, filling up the
pews with their faith
and fragrance. My
cold heart was duly
warmed. And then

ground? The dutiful son-in-law
finally decided to bring the old lady
back home for the burial – and here’s
where I almost broke into loud
applause – “Because he was afraid
she might rise on the third day if
he buried her in the Holy Land!”
The packed church emitted a few
surprised giggles and several
disapproving gasps. A priest
after my own devilish soul!

HOPE SPRINGS
ETERNAL
In an eggshell, the
world needs hope. It
receives and transmits

EASTER IN REEL LIFE
Amitabh Bachchan in
Amar Akbar Anthony (1977)

hope through the stories we tell.
And Easter is one of humankind’s
most enduring and impactful tales
of redemption.
The New Zealand mosque
shooting in March was one of the
world’s deadliest hate crimes,
and another dispiriting example
of human depravity. But in all
the bleakness, I couldn’t help
but be consoled by two luminous
stories. Abdul Aziz Wahabzadah,
an Afghan immigrant, confronting the shooter, risking his life to
save those of his fellow men. And
of the New Zealand PM Jacinda
Ardern sporting a hijab, face aching with grief and compassion,
quick to enact tough gun laws
in the aftermath of the terror
attack. Born a Mormon, Ardern
left the church in 2005 due to
conflicting views, especially on
LGBT rights. But this was not
the time for optics. For showing
the world an agnostic politician
grappling with a deep religious
conflict. Ardern was a strong and
kind woman taking on the pain
of the victims and their loved
ones, not just standing with them
but becoming them, constituencies and ideologies be damned.
You give the world hope, Abdul
and Jacinda. And you remind me
that you don’t need to be Christian to be Christ-like. Happy
Easter, everyone!
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
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COVER STORY
“I recognise I have a lot of
people watching my videos,
especially young girls.
Whatever I’m doing now is
much bigger than myself!”

Location Courtesy:
YouTube Space, Mumbai
Make-up and hair:
Stacy Gomes
Make-up and hair assistants: Virja Mehta
and Sneha Sancheti

Sweatshirt and
joggers, Huemn;
shoes, Aldo;
ring, Misho
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LILLY SINGH
THE REAL OG
INTERNET SENSATION LILLY SINGH HAS INSPIRED MILLIONS.
WE GET HER TO MEET TWO INDIAN GIRLS WHO DREW INSPIRATION FROM
HER, FOUND A VOICE AND WENT ON TO CREATE AUDIENCES OF THEIR OWN.
ING: VLOGGERS DHWANI BHATT AND DEBASREE BANERJEE
Text and styling by Drishti Vij // Photos shot exclusively for HT Brunch by Prabhat Shetty

T

he first time I
saw Sh*t Punjabi
Mothers Say
on YouTube, I laughed out
loud because my Punjabi mother –
frustrated with my life choices like
most parents – is the embodiment
of that video.
At the time, I had no idea that
the video was made by a 20-something brown girl from Toronto –
Lilly Singh – who, in just a couple of
years, would go from being a YouTube
personality under the moniker

The 30-year-old is amongst the
few vloggers who started the desi
invasion of YouTube and joined the
ongoing revolution in the entertainment business with her do-it-yourself
spirit. And that’s how Lilly Singh
inspired a whole generation of
vloggers in India.

Superwoman to a late night show host
with NBC – a first in the history of
American television where talk shows
are usually hosted by white men.

INSPIRING
HOMEGROWN STARS
Lilly’s work has given a 360degree turn to the life and career of
25-year-old Dhwani Bhatt. “Seeing
the journey of Lilly – who believes in

discover the joy of creating something of her own but lacked motivation, which she derived from Lilly.
Dhwani was good at craft and had
started uploading DIY videos. “But, I
was never sure about YouTube. So, I
had a conversation with my parents
and asked them to give me six months
to prove myself,” she says.
Around the same time Dhwani
came across Lilly’s channel on the
recommendation of a friend, in 2013,
and the rest is history.
But she first met Lilly at the
YouTube Fanfest in Mumbai the

“I WANT PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE WHO
THEY ARE. THAT’S WHY I TWEETED
ABOUT BEING BISEXUAL”

DIGI-STARS
Lilly Singh
(centre) along
with Dhwani
(left) and
Debasree

celebrating her true self – encouraged
me to be myself unapologetically,”
she says.
“I was inspired by the fact that
she started wearing sneakers to the
red carpet in an age where women
wear heels to appear taller,” explains
Dhwani and adds how she loved the
way Lilly started naming her pimples!
“That she chooses to go make-up
free and makes videos with messy
hair at times is truly inspiring! She is
always in her element. There is never
any fakeness,” says Dhwani whose
YouTube channel ‘Dhwani Bhatt’ has
over 1,30,000 subscribers today.
Born and raised in Mumbai,
Dhwani started uploading videos
while studying law. She wanted to

following year. “She was everything
a star should be. She greeted every
fan with so much love and killed her
stage performance. Watching her
film, A Trip to Unicorn Island, where
she talks about recovering from
depression really moved me. From
sharing my make-up routine to how I
spend my Sunday – I try to show my
real side through my videos just like
Lilly,” she says.
Cut to the 28-year-old Debasree
Banerjee, a biotech graduate from a
remote area in Assam where no one
had heard of YouTube, who is now a
celeb vlogger in her own right with
over two lakh subscribers for her
beauty channel ‘Debasree Banerjee’.
Who knew that she’d give up the

On Dhwani: Dress, Shein; shoes, Springfield
On Lilly: Jogger and sweatshirt, Huemn; shoes, Aldo
On Debashree: Dress, StalkBuyLove; shoes, Nike
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COVER STORY

LILLY SINGH ON
FEMINISM, DATING
AND THE VIDEO SHE
HASN’T MADE YET!
Name ﬁve feminists,
men or women, you
follow on Instagram.
Emma Watson
Sonam Kapoor
Justin Baldoni
Deepika Padukone
Humble The Poet
What’s dating like as a
brown girl in America?
I don’t! (laughs) I have
a dog, who I love. I
don’t have time for
relationships.
A piece of advice to
young women dating in
the world of Tinder...?
Stop using Snapchat
ﬁlters as your proﬁle
picture because you don’t
look like that. You don’t
have dog ears unless you
go on a date and take dog
ears with you. That is sad.
The cheesiest line a guy
has used on you....?
You can think this is a joke
but someone actually said
this to me at a bar once:
‘Are you from Tennessee
because you’re the only
10 I’ve seen.’
Which Bollywood ﬁlm
you would’ve loved to
star in?
Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai (1998).

“Stop using Snapchat
filters as your profile
picture. You don’t look
like that!”

A song that
makes you
break into
a dance…?
Down by Jay Sean.
Your advice to people
wanting to start their
YouTube channel...?
Do it because you’re
passionate, not because
you want to become rich
and famous.

Sweatshirt and jogger pants,
NorBlack NorWhite; shoes, Aldo;
jewellery, Lune

Name a person you’d
like to make a video
with but haven’t yet.
Ranveer Singh.
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Jumpsuit, Badaam;
rings, Misho
comfort of a full-time job to create
beauty vlogs as a profession, just by being inspired by a Canadian YouTuber?!
“Lilly’s decision to take a break
from YouTube made me realise how
important it is to take care of your
mental health. Two years ago, I was
going through a bout of depression.
The negativity in the digital space was
getting to me. So, like Lilly I decided to
not upload any videos for six months,”
she shares.
Of course, it had an impact on the
number of people who were viewing
her channel and many of her fans
almost became distrusting. “But I
knew it was an important decision for
me,” reveals Debasree.
“I was studying biotechnology in
Bengaluru and had no exposure to the
Internet but after working for two years,
my parents saw how unhappy I was.
They encouraged me to quit my job and
pursue vlogging,” she says and at that
time, Lilly’s videos came to her rescue.
“Initially, it was awkward to be
talking to the camera. Now I put out
shopping hauls and product reviews
along with beauty tutorials. I’ve done
endorsements for prominent beauty
brands too. Looking at Lilly’s work
ethics drove me to make sure I upload
videos at least twice a week. Her journey has inspired many young girls as
she is one of the few Indian women
who had started creating YouTube
videos on that scale,” she explains.

A NEW BREED
OF CELEBRITIES
Even in Mumbai’s sweltering
heat, Lilly doesn’t stop instilling a
sense of inclusion in Dhwani and Debasree at the photoshoot. She talks
about her upcoming projects and
tells them: “Never stop hustling!”
with her signature enthusiasm. She
is game for videos and pictures and
breaks into a dance between shots.
That’s the essence of Lilly Singh. She
belongs to a new breed of stars who

are authentic, inclusive and revel in
their imperfections.
The success of Lilly, thus, cannot
just be credited to the 14.5 million
subscribers or her award-winning
book How to Be a Bawse: A Guide
to Conquering Life, her production company, or her videos with
Michelle Obama, Priyanka Chopra,
Will Smith, Selena Gomez.... No, Lilly
keeps it real. And that is how she
has differentiated herself from the
generation of celebs who built their
public personas by being exclusive.

Punjab with her family. Nevertheless,
her first trip to Mumbai as Superwoman was the most overwhelming. “The
audience was chanting my name. I
went to Shah Rukh Khan’s house, and
shot with Madhuri Dixit. That made
me feel at home!” she reveals.

KEEP IT REAL
The woke YouTuber, comedienne
and actor works towards creating
content that isn’t just peppered with
pop culture, but also sends out strong
social messages (like her campaign

“BECAUSE SO MANY PEOPLE LOOK
UP TO ME, I WANT TO PRACTICE WHAT
I PREACH. I DON’T WANT PEOPLE TO
TOLERATE WHO THEY ARE, I WANT
THEM TO CELEBRATE IT”
“Digital stars are different type
of celebrities, but they’re also joining
the party. You cannot discredit them
as they have a massive following.
Very often, traditional celebrities use
them to promote movies and all types
of things. They’re their own brands.
Both can co-exist and should be
treated with respect,” she feels.

BACK TO THE
MOTHERLAND
When I ask her what growing up in
Canada was like, she responds with,
“Toronto’s really multi-cultural so I
didn’t feel like a misfit. But, sometimes I’d be more Canadian than my
parents. Sometimes I’d be more Indian
than my parents. It was a bit hard to
figure out culturally where I fit in
with my family, not so much with my
community. I had to see which line to
walk when it came to traditions – the
ones I would follow; the ones I’d question. What movies I’d be watching or
the music I’d listen to.”
Before starting her YouTube
channel, Lilly made several trips to

#GirlLove that aims to educate young
girls) for millennials. Her rap songs,
often have lyrics that celebrate body
positivity. “People should love how
they look. There are many years of
culture that people need to unlearn.
But we have a lot of people fighting
the good fight,” believes Lilly.
Her tweet about coming out as
bisexual was done with a similar motive. She wants people to be themselves
unapologetically. This isn’t to say that
she wasn’t apprehensive before making this information public. “Because
so many people look up to me, I want
to practice what I preach. And I don’t
want people to tolerate who they are, I
want them to celebrate it. That’s why I
decided to tweet about it, and not make
a video or do a long post,” she says.

BROWN GIRL
IN THE RING
With her forthcoming NBC show
titled A Little Late With Lilly Singh,
she hopes that she can bring in
more opportunities for women and
people of colour. “With the success

of movies like Black Panther and
Crazy Rich Asians, Hollywood and
the world is understanding that
people want to see stories from
diverse groups. But I hope that
there is that shift for Indians. But
Priyanka (Chopra), Hasan (Minhaj)
and Mindy (Kaling) are doing great
work and I hope that this gives people more opportunities,” she muses.
Perhaps this is why the rise of
stars like Priyanka Chopra in Hollywood gives her a sense of home in
the industry. “We were friends for a
long time through texting. The collab
was the first time we met. When I’m
with her, I do feel like home. I use my
Punjabi slang and also use certain cultural references, so it feels like having
a sister in the industry,” she smiles.

STAYING GROUNDED
How does she manage to stay grounded in an eco-system where fame and
fortune are only a viral video away?
“I make sure I’m always myself.
I recognise that many people watch
my videos, especially young girls.
What I’m doing now is much bigger
than myself. I want to create a path
for people and show that if you
work hard and be nice then you can
become successful,” she says.
To think that Lilly’s journey
started with her recovering from
depression is unfathomable. But
today she has befriended half of Bollywood (remember her dancing with
Ranveer Singh on bar tables?), is one
of the most popular YouTube stars
in the world and the only woman
who made it to Forbes’ Top Ten
Highest-Paid YouTubers in 2017 with
an earning of $10.5 million. Even
if you don’t watch her videos daily,
you end up falling for her affable
personality. Ask anyone why Lilly is
loved so abundantly. And they’ll tell
you this: She’s always herself.
drishti.vij@htlive.com
Follow @VijDrishti on Twitter
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indulge
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Washington Diary
Indian food may not be as big in
America as it is in England, but with
new developments on the Indian
restaurants’ block, that is sure to change

W

hen Air India first introduced its non-stop
flights to America, I thought they were the
height of glamour. I remember flying to New
York on a flight that had Pranab Mukherjee
(then India’s foreign minister), Shabana Azmi and various
other famous figures.
Slowly, Air India began to fly to more American destinations and bit by bit, I took those flights too: Chicago and
then San Francisco. Admittedly, they were not so glamorous now: First Class had shrunk from a full cabin to a
single row and few foreigners took the flights, so they were
really NRI Expresses. But I liked them anyway.
So it was no surprise that when I had to go to Washington DC last week, I picked the Air India non-stop. Sadly, it
turned out to be among the worst non-stop long-haul flights
I have taken in a long time.
It wasn’t Air India’s fault. Ground handling at Delhi
was outstanding but everyone had been stymied by the
ban on over-flights over Pakistan territory. This meant our
plane had to take a longer, circuitous route, which in turn
meant that the aircraft would not have the fuel capacity to
do Delhi-Washington non-stop. So the flight was diverted
to Mumbai for refuelling (three hours) and then delayed on
the ground there because of heavy winds.
When we finally
reached Washington
DC, I had been in the
aircraft for close to 25
hours. Worse was to
follow. About the only
thing that Donald
Trump says that I
agree with is that the
US has third world
airports. There were
around 1,500 people
packed into the arrivals hall at Dulles Airport and only a few officers to handle them.
(Seventy per cent of
immigration desks
were unmanned.) So,
that took another 90

upmarket appeal
Punjab GRILL In DC has
been desIgned wIth
aRtIsanaL handmade
decoRatIve wIndows
and waLLs

Photo: shutterstock
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in full bloom
WashIngton Is aLso
a centRe of SakuRa,
and the US decLaRes
NatIonaL CheRRy
BLossom FestIvaL
aRound the same
tIme as Japan

DC is a
charming
town but
it lacks the
beating
heart of New
York. Yet,
it is full of
surprises

minutes or so.
By the time I
collapsed into my room
at the very elegant
St. Regis, I was
totally exhausted
but still alert
enough to wonder
if I should keep
taking non-stop
long-haul flights.
My guess is: no.
I have been to DC
several times before. It
is a charming town but it
lacks the beating heart of New
southern special
York City. You are always aware
DC Dosa Is a popuLaR
that exciting things are hapoutLet In UnIon MaRket
pening nearby. Donald Trump
was probably sitting down to
compose a semi-literate tweet as I drove into the city. But
unless you are an insider, none of this means very much to
the casual visitor. You can watch it just as well on CNN in
Delhi as you can in DC.
But Washington can be full of surprises. At around this
time of year, all of Japan goes officially crazy because the
cherry blossom trees bloom (they call them Sakura). This
is such a big event that you have to book your flights and
your hotels months in advance.
What I did not realise was that Washington is also a
centre of Sakura. Each year, at around the same time as
Japan, the US declares a National Cherry Blossom festival.
I was lucky enough to land just as the Sakura was
blooming and the city was full of the white flowers. Even
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bite this!
Chutney sampler with a basket of Indian crispies
like khakra and papad at Punjab Grill

third world problems
It took 90 minutes to clear immigration at Dulles Airport because
most counters were unmanned

Photo: shutterstock

outside the St. Regis, three Sakura trees blazed away. I have
never seen Washington look so beautiful.
The trees, it turns out, were gifted to Washington by the
Mayor of Tokyo in the early part of the 20th century (long
before Fat Man and Little Boy) and have quickly become
an integral part of the DC scene. Unlike the Japanese,
however, Americans do not treat the Sakura with much
reverence and the blooming of the cherry blossoms is more
about partying.
As you probably know, Indian food is not as big in
America as it is in England. There are, as far as I know, no
Michelin-star Indian restaurants in DC and the average
citizen is less familiar with Indian food than say, the average New Yorker.

food wizard
Chef Jassi Bindra
brings a new
freshness to the
menu at Punjab Grill

S

o I was pleased to see when I went to Union Market, a
development that houses many street stalls and tiny
gourmet operations, that among the more popular
outlets was DC Dosa. This was a small counter, run (when I
went) by two Latina women which served dosas, chilas and
uttapams. It was described as home-style Indian food but
neither the ladies making the dosas nor the people ordering
them were Indian.
This pleased me enormously. Indian food will never hit
the mainstream till it goes totally international. The guys
at the pizza stand next door in Union Market were not Italians. So why should the dosa ladies be Indians?
Washington does have top Indian places frequented by
the high and mighty. Nearly two decades ago, I went to The
Bombay Club because I was told that the Clintons went
there. The food was pretty awful so I concluded that either I
had just been unlucky or that the Clintons and I like different kinds of food.
The same owners have since opened two restaurants
called Rasika which have won rave reviews. Mutual friends
had told me not to let The Bombay Club experience deter
me so I went to the original Rasika. It is a packed restaurant (obviously they are doing very well) that looks rather
like an outlet at an Indian five-star hotel where the F&B
manager has been asked to increase the capacity by a third
so they can inflate revenues.
Service was smart and efficient (I booked under a
false name and I don’t think I was rumbled). Some of
the food was okay. A kind of dahi puri and ragda pattice
were fine if not great and the coconut rice was very good.
It was the mains that let the meal down. The vindaloo
masala was okay but the dish tasted like an assembly.
The potatoes had been cooked separately and added later.
The little cocktail onions that distinguish Urbano Rego’s
vindaloos in Goa had been replaced by large pickled onions
that completely destroyed the flavour of the vindaloo. I was
suspicious of a purdah biryani because it didn’t taste right,
but I don’t know enough about the process to tell whether
this was a tawa biryani that had been shoe-horned later
into a dum vessel.
The service, on the other hand, was first rate. The

game changers
Amit Burman and
Rohit Aggarwal
(below), directors
of Lite Bite foods
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virsanghvi

The views expressed by
the columnist are personal

desi in dc
Rasika in Washington serves modern
Indian food and is brimming with people

manager saw that I had barely touched the main courses,
and when the bill came they had removed both the biryani
and the vindaloo.
Perhaps I am just unlucky or the hype surrounding
Rasika is overblown. Either way, I don’t think I will find
out. I shall not be trying it again.
Punjab Grill is an Indian chain started by Zorawar
Kalra, based on recipes collected by his famous father Jiggs
Kalra. Zorawar first went into partnership with Amit Burman and Rohit Aggarwal of Lite Bite foods and then sold
the whole operation to them.
Since then, the chain has followed a complex, multipronged strategy. In what we might call B-class locations, it
sticks to the butter chicken/black dal formula. But it has had
a remarkable (if largely unnoticed) rise in foreign countries.
The Punjab Grill in Singapore’s Marina Bay Sands is hugely upmarket, in keeping with the location. The one in Bangkok
sticks to more traditional Indian food but it is a quantum leap
from anything the brand has done in India. In Abu Dhabi, it is
located at the Ritz Carlton and run to Ritz standards.
The Washington DC outpost has just opened (and was
jam-packed the night I went) and along with Karan Singh,
their partner in America, it is clear that Burman and
Aggarwal are going for broke. It is an expensively-designed
restaurant with artisanal handmade decorative windows,
walls and a decadently gorgeous private dining room that is
clearly based on the mirror room at Amber Fort.
The idea is to combine this super upmarket, artisanally
Indian decor with food that is modern and sophisticated.
A starter plate of golgappas was filled with two spheres of
fruit flavour. The haleem was made with venison giving it
a depth that goat meat often lacks. There was fresh buratta
with Indian spiced tomatoes. A plate of pickled vegetables
had just the right amount of sourness. A chutney sampler
came with a basket of Indian crispies: slices of khakras,
papads, shreds of paper dosas and more.
There were all the luxury touches. Some dishes had
white truffles on them. There was even an elaborately constructed Indian answer to Peking Duck. A caviar service
looked great and used white makhan to a devastating effect
rather than the usual sour cream. All this was lubricated
by two excellent sommeliers who swung from Burgundy to
California to Italy to Champagne.
Judged purely as a modern Indian restaurant with
classic, formal service (sauces poured from little boats etc.),
this is far ahead of those London restaurants that try and
do the same thing. Plus, there is a boldness to the menu
which seems to come from the young chef, Jassi, who has
incorporated many of partner Karan Singh’s ideas. As a
consequence, the food has a freshness about it that most
upmarket Indian restaurants lack, especially abroad.
Who would have thought it? All this while, we watched
Rohit and Amit and Lite Bite expand all over India. But
while we weren’t looking, they managed to create what
could soon become the finest global chain of upmarket
Indian restaurants.
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Game On
As winter comes to Westeros, only four women
are still standing – but will one of them
occupy the Iron Throne?

A

s I sit down to write this column, there are still three
days to go for the release of the first episode of the last
season of Game of Thrones. By the time you read this,
you’ll already have seen it and will have a glimmering of
an idea of where the final season of this show is headed. Though
given how Game of Thrones works, whatever you may think in
the beginning will end up being turned on its head in the finale.
(Warning: this column contains spoilers galore if you still haven’t
watched the first seven seasons, so proceed with care.)
But one thing is indisputable. After all the wars and skirmishes
and Machiavellian dramas of the previous seasons, only four
leading ladies are still standing in the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros.
In King’s Landing, the Ice Queen Cersei Lannister has taken
the Iron Throne for her own. In the North, the two Wolf Sisters,
Sansa and Arya Stark, have combined their strength to defeat
their enemies (and kill Littlefinger). And the Mother of Dragons,
Daenerys Targaryen, has crossed the Narrow Sea to assert her
rightful claim to the Seven Kingdoms.
So, which of these four women do you think will survive till the
end of the final season? Which one of them has the best chance of
winning the right to sit on the Iron Throne? And, more importantly,
which one are you rooting for?
My personal favourite has always been Arya Stark, the plucky
little girl who fashions herself into a stone-cold killer to survive all
that life throws at her. I took a long time to warm up to Sansa Stark,
the spoilt rich girl of the early episodes, but her resilience and
strength as she dealt with two monsters – Joffrey Baratheon and
Ramsay Bolton – have earned my respect.
But despite my admiration for the Stark girls, it is quite obvious
by now that the odds-on favourite is Daenerys Targaryen, with most
fans betting on her to win the battle for the Seven Kingdoms. After
all, who can resist a silver-haired queen who is fierce enough to ride
a dragon, and tender-hearted enough to free slaves in her sojourn
in the East?
At the other end of the spectrum is Cersei Lannister, whom
only her twin brother, Jamie Lannister, could love. Her only
redeeming quality is her fierce love of her children (even if we let
the small matter of their being born of incest slide). But with all
three of her kids dead, that tiny nurturing part of her is gone as
well, leaving an ice-cold killer behind.
So, with all this in mind, let’s see what are the chances of each
of these ladies to become ruler of the Seven Kingdoms:

DAENERYS TARGARYEN
As she never tires of pointing out, Daenerys is the rightful heir
to the Iron Throne, the Targaryens having been deposed by the
‘Usurper’ Robert Baratheon. But even leaving her blood claim
aside, Daenerys is the strongest candidate in the battle for Westeros.
She has a wild Dothraki horde backing her; she has legions of
Unsullied soldiers; she has the wily ‘Imp’ Tyrion Lannister as her
main advisor; and most importantly, she has dragons that can lay
waste to all her enemies. There is just one glitch: one her dragons

Photo imaging: PARTH GARG
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MAY THE BEST
(WO)MAN WIN!
(From left) Sansa
Stark, Cersei Lannister,
Daenerys Targaryen
and Arya Stark are
the contenders of
the Seven Kingdoms

Game of
Thrones is
no ordinary
fantasy. Here
the rules are
overturned
with scant
consideration
for the feelings
of the fans
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has been turned by the Night King, so the battle will not be so onesided after all. But good money is still on Daenerys ending up on
the Iron Throne.

CERSEI LANNISTER
It would be a complete inversion of all the rules of natural justice
if Cersei Lannister retained her control of the Iron Throne.
Conventional wisdom dictates that Evil, as personified by her, is
always defeated by Good, at the end of any fantasy story. But as we
have seen, Game of Thrones is no ordinary fantasy. Here the rules
are overturned with scant consideration for the feelings of the fans
(remember Ned Stark’s beheading and the Red Wedding?). So, it
wouldn’t surprise me unduly if Cersei did end up being the last
one standing even though one fan theory has it that she will end up
being killed – by her twin, Jamie Lannister, no less.

SANSA STARK
The character arc of the elder Stark sister has been quite
remarkable, her life trajectory taking in everything from being
betrothed to Joffrey, married to Tyrian, escaping the clutches
of her mad aunt, being married to and abused by the despicable
Ramsay Bolton, to being reunited with Jon Snow and ruling the
North alongside him. But frankly, for Sansa to get the Iron Throne,
too many people have to die. But then again, when has that ever
been a problem with the Game of Thrones?

ARYA STARK
This one is a very, very long shot. But there are two reasons why I
would love to see Arya Stark on the Iron Throne. First, her bravery
is breathtaking from the time she holds her own against the Hound
to the moment when she slits Walder Frey’s throat. Two, she is the
ultimate survivor, navigating the harsh world with just her own
fierce courage and a tiny little sword she calls Needle. And the
world needs a Queen like that.
Of course, it is entirely possible that none of these women will
get within sniffing distance of the throne. And that Jon Snow will
turn out to be the Prince That Was Promised.
But that seems like the most predictable end of all. And we all
know that George R.R. Martin just does not do predictable.
Journalist and author Seema Goswami has been a columnist with HT Brunch since 2004
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sunday
y drive

hormazd sorabjee

The On-Road Conference Room
The V-Class is the most luxurious MPV you can buy
and is aimed at those who like to travel in a group, but in style

SMART ACCESS The electrically-operated sliding
doors allow the main cabin to be accessed easily even
in a tight parking spot

M

Rotating the
middle row of
seats by 180
degrees is a
cumbersome
process
NOTHING QUITE LIKE IT

V FOR VAST

Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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HEALTH

’COZ EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH!

3

EXERCISES
FOR A FIT MIND

ental health refers to an overall
sense of well-being, which
includes emotional, psychological
and social wellness. Stress and
long-term exposure to it plays
a crucial role in mental health.
Exercise has a positive impact
as endorphins, the feel-good
hormones, are released
after a good workout.
An exercise programme, diligently fol2
lowed, ups the ability to
tackle the world.
If you can motivate yourself to stick to a routine,
while nothing else seems
to be going right, you end up
stronger not only physically
but mentally too! The following are three exercises,
which will test and then
forge mental toughness:

M
1

Photos: SHUTTERSTOCK

3

makes you mentally tough as you
grind through the 10 minutes while
all you want to do is quit.
2 Breathing squats: This style of
squats has put more muscle on men
and women than any other type of
workout. You pick a weight which
you can squat 10 times with, then
proceed to squat with it 20 times.
Stopping and taking rest is allowed
but the bar cannot be taken off the
shoulders. Gain muscle and become
mentally tough, what’s not to like?
3 Barbell curls: Everybody wants
big arms but most use too much
weight to try and build their biceps.
My method is simple but the trainee
has to battle through extreme burn
and cramping muscles. Men use an
Olympic bar, women use a 15 kg bar.
Now do 100 reps without stopping!

—Kamal Singh CSCS

1 Burpees: Do 15 burpees on the
minute, every minute for 10 minutes. This workout builds cardiovascular fitness, burns fat and

Kamal Singh is a Certified
Strength and Conditioning Specialist
who has been coaching for 15 years

3

FOODS TO
MAKE YOU BRAINIER

1

1 Ashwagandha: It is an ancient
medical remedy used to protect our
body from chronic stress. It helps in
reducing the stress hormone – cortisol, further reducing anxiety.
Have one teaspoon ashwagandha
powder with warm milk 30 minutes
prior to bedtime.

2

3

2 Walnuts: These are the
ultimate neuro-strengtheners that can keep your brain
young, boost memory and
prevent age-related cognitive
decline. The B vitamins and
omega-3 fatty acids present
in them are essential for the
maintenance of the central
nervous system. Walnuts can
also be the key to a happier
state of mind. They are rich
in Vitamin E, that can be
your natural mood elevator.
The amount of walnuts need-

ed is realistic, too: six halves a day.
Have them soaked; to rinse the phytic
acid and enzyme inhibitors that make
digesting unsoaked walnuts difficult.
3 Turmeric: This can reverse
the effect of chronic stress. The
active compound in turmeric –
curcumin is effective in increasing
the feel-good hormone – dopamine
and serotonin, reducing depressionrelated symptoms and enhancing
alertness.
You just need about half a
teaspoon (2g to 3g) in a day, which is
easily achievable through a typical
Indian diet. Being fat-soluble, it is best
to consume it cooked in tadka with
black pepper or boiled in milk for best
absorption.

—Dr Lovneet Batra
Lovneet Batra is a clinical nutritionist
based out of Delhi and is a consultant with
Fortis Healthcare
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My Favourites
CITY: Dubai
SONG: 7 rings by Ariana Grande
BOOK: Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
STREET FOOD: Hot dogs
FILM: The Heat (2013)
DESTINATION: Morocco

e

ri
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as dessert, milk chocolate, malt,
bitter orange and milk ice-cream.
All this extravagance has been
put together by Clare Smyth, the
first woman chef to win three
Michelin stars, and while Alan
Winchester, the ebullient master
distiller raises a toast to the
Glenlivet 50 (first laid down in 1967
and it’s jammy and peachy and
deliciously almondy), the awardwinning designer Bethan Gray
unveils the stunning maple and
copper case with its hand blown
glass bottle. It’s all very swoonsome
and we totter to our limousines.

CROSS CONNECTION
The vintage brick bridge
across the river in
Sligachan, Isle of Skye
cattle which she was mad about
breeding – the Ballindolach herd
is the oldest in the world.
Guy Macpherson-Grant, if
one looks, as one does, at pictures
of Prince Charles and Princess
Diana’s wedding, was one of the
adorable page boys at the wedding.
Now, of course, he’s all grown up
with three kids of his own! A jolly
Old Etonian, he and Victoria give
us tea and Hummingbird Cake
(pineapple, banana, cinnamon, all
dunked in a luscious cream cheese
frosting), beneath glowering portraits of King George III and Queen
Charlotte by the famous Georgian
artist, Allan Ramsay.
Other rooms hold other treasures: Sheraton corner cupboards,
Louis Quince period wonders, Chinese Chippendale as finely wrought
as fine embroidery. Meanwhile,
high above in a tower, is a pointer
to the austere life led by domestic
servants – a still life of a washing jug, a simple cot and a sturdy
wooden table on a cold stone floor.

WHISKY GALORE
Onwards then, to whisky – ask
any self-respecting Punjabi person
such as me, and we’ll swear whisky
is our state drink; some say more

BARREN BEAUTY
The landscape is barren, but
you can spot heliotrope-hued
bushes of heather, common
gorse, whin and broom
emerging shyly

SOME SAY MORE WHISKY IS
CONSUMED IN NORTH INDIA THAN
IS PRODUCED IN SCOTLAND,
THOUGH THIS COULD BE AN
URBAN LEGEND
is consumed in North India than is
produced in Scotland, though this
could be an urban legend. And the
ambrosial malts around Moray,
Strathspey and Badenoch – more
than 40 of them – in this gorgeous
part of Northeast Scotland, are an
essential visit for any one tooling
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JOY RIDE
The Jacobite
steam train is
one of the best
journeys across
Scotland

around these parts. Around rolling
hills, crofters cottages and hillsides
dotted with fat sheep looking like
huge pilling on a green jumper,
distilleries lie off rambling cottage
roads. Unlike wine tasting, where
one takes a sip, swills and spits,
whisky here is too delicious to
dispel – reason enough to be pretty
tight at the end of the day.
After all that quaffing, you
need an enormous dinner; at The
Glenlivet distillery, the nosh has
been laid out fulsomely. Wild
mushroom consommé with moss,
pine and wild garlic, hand-dived
scallops seasoned with seaweed,
foie gras parfait, black truffle
gougeres, Scottish venison and
celeriac ’haggis’ and rounded up,

THE QUESTION
OF HAGGIS
Before I return to India, I need
to dispel some notions about the
clichés of Scotland.
Haggis (liver, lungs and heart
of a cute sheep encased in the
poor dear’s stomach), isn’t half
as bad as it sounds. Haggis has a
strong, slightly funky taste like
keema without the spice.
Kilts are to be worn commando, never mind the breeze
whistling up and about.
The accents: They’re
charrrming.
Bagpipes: A deeply romantic
sound and one that’s so mournful. The reason for the weepiness
is the slow dirge-like cadence at
which it’s played. It’s a musical
instrument that’s not terribly sophisticated. The timbre remains
the same as it has to be played
continuously. But the sound coming over hill and glen is sheer joy.
Tartan: Ubiquitous and
scratchy as hell unless the warp
and the weft are so fine as to give
it a cashmere-like softness.
Redheads: I didn’t see one.
And on goodbye, a quaff of
Irn-Bru, the Scottish national
soft drink that gives Coca Cola
the jitters, while reading Robert
Burns. Burns says (the old dear),
“My heart’s in the Highlands, my
heart is not here; My heart’s in the
Highlands a-chasing the deer;
A-chasing the wild-deer, and
following the roe, My heart’s in the
Highlands wherever I go.”
Ditto.
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
Delhi-based Nikhil Khanna is the
founder and executive chairman of
Avian Media. He began his career
as a copy writer in the ad world and
contributes to a number
of publications.

Note: This is the last editorial page of the flip issue of Brunch.
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painstaking as making beautiful jewellery – any fish would be
hooked, no pun. Or you sip a hot
whisky toddy from a boarding
school-type enamel mug while
you get kitted out, head-to-toe
in Barbour fishing gear – thick
socks, boots, waxed overalls.
After that, there’s nothing
more exhilarating than stepping
to the side of the river and casting
– there’s the astonishing intake
of sharp, clean air, like the
sensation of plunging into
bracingly cool water, and then,
the palpable beauty and optics
of the river. At this time of the
year, the landscape is still
relatively barren, but you can
spot heliotrope-coloured bushes
of heather, common gorse, whin
and broom emerging shyly. Did I
catch a salmon? Probably not, but
the experience was intoxicating.

Photos: SHUTTERSTOCK

CASTLE OF
TREASURE

TRYST WITH
TRADITION
Kilts and
bagpipes are an
essential part of
the Scottish life

RY
y
rs

the top of that list. I have fished
for trout in Bhutan, which was
joyous and easy as the river was a
mob scene of trout leaping out of
the water with smiling faces and
balletic grand jets and pirouettes.
In Pahalgam, the fish are less
enthusiastic as are the dour helpers mooching around, kicking
pebbles listlessly while handing
you slightly grubby fishing gear.
Plus, Kashmir turns on a rupee
coin, and suddenly you have to up
sticks and bolt. This doesn’t not
gling.
make for leisurely ang
In Scotland, thingss are different. On a gushing Rive
er Spey just
a few kilometers away from the
storied Ballindalloch Castle,
the fishing is genuine sport.
Purring Range Rovers (this
e
spot is one of the more
expensive fishing tourss),
deposit you between a

Back at the Ballindalloch Castle,
we are hosted by the ebullient
Guy Macpherson-Grant – he of
the jolly disposition and impeccably cut tweed suit – and his
gracious wife, Victoria. The Grant
family have been here since the
15th century and amidst gentle
quaffing of malt whisky, Guy, as
the ‘Laird’ (owner of a large Scottish estate), shows us around his

WHISKY IN SCOTLAND IS TOO
DELICIOUS TO DISPEL – REASON
ENOUGH TO BE PRETTY TIGHT AT
THE END OF THE DAY
tiny – or wee since we are in the
Highlands – bothy( cottage), and
a tent. In the cottage, you can sit
and learn the intricacies of making the fly. Using feather, fur and
such you create elaborate hooks
to lure the fish. The process is as

FAMILIAR FLAVOURS
Haggis has a strong, sligghtly
funky taste like keema without
the spice

lovely castle. There are fabulously
cosy rooms in cream and café au
lait with plump sofas, swagged
curtains, gilt mirrors and working fireplaces. We tiptoe through
The Library with its towering
bookshelves holding some 2,500
d 19th century
tomes of 18th and
ure. There are
European literatu
rare Spanish textss and massive
open books on creaking
stands hold
ding antique
maps. En route to the
m and through
dining room
narrow corrido
or, there are
intimate, signed photographs of
Britain’s royals cllustered on antique tables – Prin
nce Charles and
Cam, Prince Williiam and Prince
Harry with their father, the late
Queen Mother proudly looking
over a herd of Aberdeen Angus
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A GOOD CATCH
Fishing is genuine sport
on river Spey in Scotland

nly neat – anything
else ruins the taste.
Malt whisky is
meant to be drunk
neat,” rumbles the driver of the
sedan that’s slicing through a thin
mist from Aberdeen airport in
Scotland to the storied Meldrum
House Hotel (attached is a golf
course almost too beautiful to play
on), in Aberdeenshire. It’s seven
in the evening and a smoky blue
sheen, the colour of a Scottish fold
cat, is settling over the soft, rolling
hills of this desolate yet hauntingly beautiful landscape.
I’m here to fish and drink
whisky. I’ve+ flown in from a
raucous Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam on a cookie-cutter KLM
flight from New Delhi; European
airlines just don’t have the cut

“O

A HEART IN THE
HIGHLANDS
and class of the Middle Eastern
carriers. But that, as they say, is
another story.
Before the drive into the
country, there was immigration
at Aberdeen airport; nowhere in
the world have I been greeted by
a smile – a sunny beam, really, by
the male officer behind the desk
and the female one after. Clearly,
this isn’t just my cologne. Scots,
I will discover over the next few
days, are a warm and friendly
people. They are full of laughter
and bon-ton and far removed
from the brusque thrust of
London, this is a welcome thing.

T
T
K
b
e
th

EAT, DRINK, BE MERRY
The Glenlivet distillery
in Aberdeenshire offers
good dinner too!

GO FISH
The bucket of my bucket list runneth over, but fishing in Scotland
has always been somewhere at

SCOTS ARE WARM AND FRIENDLY,
FULL OF LAUGHTER AND FAR
REMOVED FROM THE BRUSQUE
THRUST OF LONDON

SKY’S THE LIMIT
The smoky blue evening
sky of Aberdeenshire
is haunting but beautiful
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“The good
part about
working
on social
media is
that if you
mess up
once, you
can put up
something
next week!”

The success of his videos is what has
made him ambitious. “I want to be the
Dharma productions of YouTube,” he
proclaims. “Also, I want to develop the
BB universe, complete with the origin
story of all the characters, like Marvel
comics and DC world.”
He admits that the aim was
always to work in Bollywood. “But
right now there’s so much happening
on YouTube that I am definitely not
waiting for Bollywood!”
Bollywood might, in fact, be
waiting for Bhuvan, as he learned
when he interacted with the industry.
“I have realised that most Bollywood
interaction is a give-and-take deal,”
says Bhuvan. “I know they want to
tap my audiences. But through them, I

5
Sandeep Maheshwari
9.96mn

1. Social media challenges.
Kiki challenge, 10 year
challenge, ice bucket
challenge… it is
getting boring!
2. Bollywood remixes. You are
repackaging the same stuff
and serving it as new!

4. The Taimur madness.
Taimur is cute. But so is your
kid, your neighbour’s kid…
uspe thoda dhyan de do
(focus on him)!

Shirt, Brooks Brothers;
trousers, Zara; tie,
Gucci; shoes, Unit by
Rajat Suri; watch, Tissot

THE BOLLYWOOD
BARTER

DISAPPEAR IN 2019

3. The ‘this versus that’ videos.
Desi vs. videsi, expectation
vs. reality.

“You can
never plan a
viral video!”

acters I started with have become 18!”
Bhuvan’s mother, Padma Bam,
works in a private company and his
father Avnindra Bam is an ex-employee of Air India. Their son draws
inspiration from the characters he
sees around him. “My content is not
really ‘parent friendly’. So for the
longest time, my parents had no clue
what I did all day in my room! My
mom stumbled upon a video when her
colleagues were watching it. She took
it quite sportingly. My dad also saw
the videos by accident. But today, he
gives me the most honest feedback.”
However, Bhuvan’s dad realised
he is famous when the family was
mobbed while shopping at Sarojini
Market and they had to call the cops!

CONTENT
CLICHÉS
4
THAT SHOULD

Shirt and trousers,
Zara; stole, Gucci;
shoes, Hush
Puppies;
watch, Tissot
can also get some visibility beyond because not everyone follows YouTube,
but Bollywood is everywhere!”
Bhuvan’s brand of comedy
might be in the same vein as that of
Kapil Sharma’s – both are a bit rough
around the edges and target the Hindispeaking audience. But his channel is
more socially aware, even with its humour that often trembles on the brink
of crass. “If I make a video on the
obsession with fair skin, it’s because
I’ve seen it. I don’t pick a topic just
because it is trending,” Bhuvan says.

“I DIDN’T
START OUT TO
MAKE MONEY.
I STARTED
BECAUSE I HAD
A JOKE THAT I
WANTED
TO SHARE”
BANKING ON
THE TUBE
For first generation stars like Bhuvan, life is an everyday hustle. “Some
ideas work, some don’t. You learn
from your mistakes,” he says.
Clearly he either hasn’t made
many mistakes, or he’s learned his
lessons well, because Bhuvan earns
very well. “I understood the financial
potential of YouTube when I got my
first pay cheque,” he says. “I used to
play at a Mughlai restaurant in Delhi
for four hours every day and would
get 3,000 at the end of the month.
My first YouTube pay cheque was

for 20,000. I had two lakh subscribers then. That’s when I decided this
is what I want to do. Since I work
alone, the entire amount goes into my
pocket!” he laughs. He is quick to add
you can’t rely solely on YouTube.
“Their algorithm is too complex. The main source of income for
YouTubers is brand endorsements and
sponsorship,” he says. In the last three
years, Bhuvan has done 30 endorsements. “There were nearly 300 offers,
but I choose brands that go with my
content,” he says. Still, he knows that
his earnings will never rival those of
a Bollywood star. “Our income is not
even close to that,” he exclaims. “You
can’t compare 10 years of YouTube

CHANNELLING SUCCESS
Filmmaker Karan Johar recently put out a
post with the “immensely talented” Bhuvan
and SRK has featured in one of his episodes

with 150 years of Bollywood. We are
just starting off. But give us three
years, and YouTube will give Bollywood tough competition!”

LIFE ON SNOOZE
Bhuvan believes he’d never become
a star if he’d thought out a strategy.
“You can never plan a viral video,”
he points out. “Also, I didn’t start to
make money. I started because I had a
joke that I wanted to share. Even now,
that has not changed. While coming
up in the elevator right now, I got an
idea and I am waiting for this interview to end so I can write it down!”
But surely, he does feel some
pressure to create content? “When
I feel the pressure of a deadline
approaching, I just go to sleep!” he
laughs. “I can’t work on deadlines.
When I don’t put out videos, I admit
to my followers that I was not able to
come up with good content. I can’t put
out substandard stuff.”
This attitude means that Bhuvan
feels no social media fatigue. “I keep
in mind that my audience’s lives don’t
revolve around BB Ki Vines,” he says.
“The best part of working on social
media is even if you mess up, you can
put up something next week.”
With 10 minutes of putting up a
video on BB Ki Vines, Bhuvan gets
around 2,50,000 views. But this fanbase needs to be carefully cultivated
and maintained. “When I put out a
video, I make sure that for the next
45 minutes I reply to all the comments. You need to build a rapport
with the viewers,” he says.
Although in some of his previous
interviews he has spoken about his
fear on fading out, today he seems
more positive about his upward
graph. “I am going to get higher and
higher,” he says confidently.
ananya.ghosh@htlive.com
Follow @Ananya1281 on Twitter

Puts up motivational content
about ﬁnding success
All subscription numbers sourced from YouTube’s team
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off, but I thought of doing a few more.
I always had funny stories to tell, but
my family members never laughed at
them. So I decided to go to a different,
if unsuspecting audience!” he laughs.
“At that time, Vine was a very
popular video hosting service that
allowed you to post and share sixsecond long videos, hence the vlog
name. I thought maybe I will change
the name later. But it became a hit
and the name stuck!” he reveals.

sUBcoNtINeNtAL
DrIFt

the many faces
of bhuvan bam

F

our years ago, Bhuvan Bam
was a college kid who had
a night job as a singer at a
Mughlai restaurant in Delhi.
Today, he is India’s first legit YouTube
superstar helped by sheer luck, “and
also a lot of hard work!”
His channel BB Ki Vines (Bhuvan
Bam Ki Vines), started in 2015 and
has 1.69 billion views and 13.3 million
subscribers as compared to his closest
competition Amit Bhadana’s channel
with 945 million views and 14.4 million
subscribers. The Facebook page of BB
Ki Vines has nine to 10 million unique
page views a week. It was only last
year that Bhadana beat him in the
subscriber count.
But unlike his YouTube competitors, Bhuvan has diversified his content. Besides funny videos, he is also
establishing himself as a singer, actor
and an interviewer. He even collabo-

rated with international YouTube star
Lilly Singh last month. He acted in a
short film with Divya Dutta called Plus
Minus last year, and recently bagged a
Filmfare award for the same.
However, between all the viral
content on the Internet, what is it
about Bhuvan that has made Bollywood sit up and take notice of him?
Karan Johar gave him a shoutout on
his Instagram page (“With the immensely talented and hugely popular
@bhuvan.bam22! Great meeting you
Bhuvan!” he wrote sharing a selfie)
and last month, Bhuvan and KJo
shared the stage at the YouTube
Fanfest held in Mumbai. Titu Talks,
where his character Titu Mama interviews celebrities, featured Shah Rukh
Khan last December.
The start of BB Ki Vines was an
instinctive reaction, not a planned one.
“I was watching the devastations of

“I stILL sHoot WItH tHe FroNt
cAMerA oF My PHoNe AND
WItHoUt A trIPoD, WHIcH MeANs
tHAt I HAve oNe Free HAND
to Act!”
stars of youtube

till 2018, BhuVan Bam TOppEd ThE yOutubE ChaRT
Of VlOggERS. HERE’S ThE dEﬁniTiVE Ranking Of ThE TOp
ﬁVE yOutubE STaRS Of India and ThEiR SubSCRibERS

A liST Of RECuRRing
ChaRaCTERS ThaT BhuVan
haS CREaTEd On hiS ChannEl
1. Banchod Das Chatriwala
(Bancho): BB’s best friend
and problem-creator
2. Sameer Fuddu: The
third musketeer
3. Babluji (Papa): An
innocent, middle-class
family man who always
believes his son
4. Mummy: Typical
homemaker, excitable,
attempts to excel at
speaking English
5. Titu Mama: Mummy’s
brother, a goon who
takes everyone’s case
6. Angry Masterji: Bhuvan
and Bancho’s class
teacher, whose patience
is tried by the boys’ antics
7. Hola: The villain of
the show
the Kashmir floods, and a reporter was
asking a local, who had just lost her
house and her son, how she was feeling. I was stunned at the insensitivity.
I did a 10-15 second satire on it and put
it up on Facebook,” Bhuvan says of the
popular, but now deleted, video.
“It was just supposed to be a one-

1
AmiT Bhadana
14.4mn
PUTS Up COMEdY
VidEOS ABOUT
EVERYdAY liFE

2
BB Ki vinES
13.3mn

In the beginning, Bhuvan was lucky
if his videos got maybe 15 views. But
nothing stopped him from creating
more content. “Slowly, that 15 became
300,” says Bhuvan. “Then it started
becoming popular in my college.
From college WhatsApp groups, my
videos travelled to other colleges, and
I don’t know how, but suddenly I became very popular in Karachi University! My videos went viral in Pakistan
and Bangladesh, but, funnily enough,
not in India. India took a lot of time to
warm up to my videos!” he says.
Six months later, Bhuvan’s page
hit 50,000 followers, and a friend
suggested that he shift to YouTube
to earn from the videos. Once on
YouTube, the channel became
popular in India as well, earning him
one million subscribers within seven
months. This milestone continues to
be Bhuvan’s most special one.
The first video that went
viral with an Indian audience was
Valentine’s Week Hutiyapa in 2016.
“Before me, nobody was making two
to three-minute videos in Hindi,”
says Bhuvan. “People could relate to
my Delhi accent and the youth found
an instant connect with my content.
That’s what made it successful.”
Despite rising to fame, Bhuvan
shoots his videos exactly the way he
did when he started. He’s a one-man
army who scripts, plays multiple
characters, shoots and edits from a
small room in his house in Delhi. In
fact, he doesn’t have a team!
“My friend Rohit Raj is my manager and business partner but the
content is just me. I still shoot with
the front camera of my phone and
without a tripod, which means that I
have one free hand to act!” he grins.
It takes Bhuvan about four hours
to shoot a seven-minute video, which
he edits and uploads the same day.
“Over the years, my hand has
become steadier, and the three char-

3
tEChniCal GuRuji
12.4mn

4
AShiSh
chanChlani
PROdUCES VidEOS ABOUT 11.7mn

mOSTlY CREATES
VidEOS ON iNSTANCES TECHNOlOgY iN hiNdi
OF bb ANd HiS FAMilY

cREATES FUNNY
viNE VidEOS
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“Four hours of playing
music at the restaurant
got me ~3,000 a month.
My first YouTube cheque
was ~20,000!”

HE
AND
E OF
N BAM

OUTUBE STAR BEGAN
NGER AT A MUGHLAI
YEARS LATER, HE’S
LLYWOOD’S BEST AND
UNE. HERE’S HIS STORY
nya Ghosh
Brunch by Shivamm Paathak
eet Chadha
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COVER STORY

THE
RISE A
RISE
BHUVAN

Location courtesy:
The Leela Palace, New Delhi
Art direction: Amit Malik
Make-up and hair:
Artistry by Anjali Jain
Shirt and shoes, Unit by Rajat Suri; coat,
waistcoat and trousers, Arrow; tie, Sacoor
Brothers; pocket Square, Kenzo; watch, Tissot

INDIA’S FIRST LEGIT YOUT
HIS JOURNEY AS A SINGE
RESTAURANT. FOUR YEA
HOBNOBBING WITH BOLLYW
EARNING A SMALL FORTUNE
Text by Ananya Gho
Photos shot exclusively for HT Brunch
Styling by Avneet Ch

APRIL 21, 2019
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The
difference
is real.

www.veeba.in I

Try the new Veeba Toppings with real fruit, real cocoa and real caramel
to make your desserts and milkshakes really delicious.
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Delhi’s best
workspace
is now
in Noida.
Designed to bridge the gap between
“Work” and “Life”, Max Towers includes
everything you need to WorkWell: fully
customisable workspaces, an auditorium,
cafés, restaurants, break-out spaces,
a fitness centre, beautiful art, greenery
and a robust set of engagement activites
to ensure your day has more than just
work in it.
As a LEED Platinum Certified building,
Max Towers is designed to connect
with nature, foster creativity, improve
productivity and enhance the well-being
of those who work there.
Strategically located at the very start of the
DND flyway, Max Towers is ready for you to
move in.
We’d love to show you around.

Actual images

Ready to move in.
For leasing options and to visit Max Towers, contact us at
+91-95553-95222 | info@maxestates.in | www.maxtowers.com
Max Towers, Sector 16B, Gautam Buddh Nagar, Noida, Uttar Pradesh 201301
RERA registration number: UPRERAPRJ12475
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Free with your copy of Sunday Hindustan Times

+

TRAVEL FOCUS!

A SCOTTISH
SOJOURN TO
REMEMBER
BY NIKHIL KHANNA
PAGE F10
“You can’t compare
10 years of YouTube
with 150 years
of Bollywood.
Give us three years;
YouTube will give
Bollywood tough
competition!”

YEARS OF
2004-2019

BREAK THE INTERNET

THE
BIG BAM
THEORY

DOUBLE ISSUE!

FLIP THIS MAG!

WHAT MAKES YOUTUBE STAR
BHUVAN BAM BOLLYWOOD’S
MOST LOVED?
[ AN HT BRUNCH EXCLUSIVE ]
#BigBamTheory
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www.hindustantimes.com

www.facebook.com/HTcity

twitter.com/htshowbiz

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

AMRITSARAyushmann is

PEOPLECRITICISE
YOUFORHAVING
ANOPINION...
Pooja Sharma

ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces in
our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film. It
is a complete commercial film.
I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked with.
Dulquer (Salmaan) is supercute and a great actor. So, I am
super-excited.
You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a

better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

... Says actor Sonam
K Ahuja, although that
won’t deter her from
voicing hers

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on my
plate. I enjoy fashion and I like
wearing it. But, I don’t think
I’ve the knowledge to dictate
terms on fashion.
But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.
Any plans of debuting in the digital
space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be

foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In
India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But, eventually
it will be the only source of
entertainment and why not? I
don’t mind being the first one to
jump on the bandwagon.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,

glad that his films
go ‘beyond borders’

Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion
PHOTO:
APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/
HOUSE OF

Rishabh Suri

PIXELS

e’s having a dream
run at the box office.
His last two films —
Andhadhun and Badhaai
Ho — have garnered
critical and commercial
acclaim. And Ayushmann
Khurrana’s popularity is
travelling beyond borders
along with his films.
Andhadhun has neared the
₹250-crore mark at the
Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for him,
he tells us, “It is a huge
feat for me, and a great
achievement. There’s
validation that the scripts
I am choosing are not just
resonating with the masses in
India but also internationally.
This shows that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and has an
international appeal. I feel
acknowledged. Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise is
that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when he
got the news about the release
in China. “I was not thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one of
the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations for
sure. I was, in fact, not thinking
at all about the Chinese release
or how it would fare there. It’s
like a great, happy surprise,”
he says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article 15,

H

Ayushmann Khurrana’s
Andhadhun has raked in about
₹250 crore at the Chinese box
office PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental
disorders...”. In response,
according to Pinkvilla, an
official spokesperson
from the film’s production
house has explained that
the film, in fact, inspires
everyone to accept the
distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
Kangana Ranaut and Rajkummar Rao
making a larger point.

in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,
in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and it
is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and elaborates
on what he keeps in mind when
choosing a script, “The only
thing I care for is that the script
has to be normal and should
have no reference point in
either Hindi or international
cinema.” “So I am glad to be
getting scripts which are
unique, and which resonate
with the masses... either about
breaking a taboo or dealing
with social stigmas. These kind
of scripts appeal
to me.” When in showbiz, it’s
easy to give in to the notion that
‘box office is the only king’. But,
not for Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do ‘middle
of the road cinema’, which is a
great combination of
commerce and content. I just
follow my heart and gut every
single time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says. When asked,
Ayushmann, who sings, does
live shows and writes poems,
says, “I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of now, it’s a
lot of fun to be just a
performer!”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

Actor Timothy
Olyphant

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

ctor Timothy
Olyphant has said he
had a great time
working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on
Quentin Tarantino’s
upcoming film Once Upon
a Time in Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing
Link. “We just met on the film,

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

Summers are all about
them beach bods!
Setting goals with her
Instagram post is
actor Mandira Bedi,
who was seen chillin’
in Goa recently.
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Late actor Luke Perry
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but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would look
at each other and we both had
the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

PTI

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

A

Taylor Swift

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
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Timothywillmiss
‘lovelyguy’Luke
Perry

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Caught
on Insta

PHOTO: CHARLES
SYKES/INVISION/AP

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
e
issue and require time
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green
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Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni

S

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is determined
to throw a festival for his
island community”. Rihanna
plays his girlfriend and
musical inspiration Kofi
Novia. Glover’s younger
brother Stephen has written
the screenplay for the film.

A CALMER YOU

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island

SONAL KALRA

RYAN/AP

PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life
A

arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society
in Mumbai fined a
woman resident ₹3.6
lakh for feeding stray dogs in
the society premises. A few
days earlier, a fight between
two residents of a posh
Gurgaon society got ugly and
physical, when one objected to
the other feeding stray dogs.
When the news was being
narrated in the news meeting,
my boss shook his head and
said, “Mark my words, the
next civil war will be fought
between animal lovers and
those who they think cause
nuisance.” The word play may
have been extreme, but what
he said comes from a deep
sense of understanding of a
societal problem that’s
growing at an alarming rate.
Well, just as the number of
stray dogs in India — 30
million, as per a 2016 report
published in Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E
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to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the
situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re

TO FEED OR NOTTO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

PTI

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a
single dad who loses his home

03

all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.
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INDULGE

IN FULL BLOOM
Washington is also a centre of
Sakura, and the US declares
National Cherry Blossom Festival
around the same time as Japan

■

THIRD WORLD PROBLEMS
It took 90 minutes to clear immigration
at Dulles Airport because most
counters were unmanned

■
■

DESI IN DC
Rasika in Washington serves
modern Indian food and is
brimming with people

Photo: SHUTTERSTOCK

■

ON SUNDAY

Washington Diary

INDIAN FOOD may not be as big in America as it is in England, but with

new developments on the Indian restaurants’ block, that is sure to change

RUDE TRAVEL

Vir Sanghvi

W

hen Air India first introduced its non-stop flights to
America, I thought they
were the height of glamour.
I remember flying to New York on a
flight that had Pranab Mukherjee (then
India’s foreign minister), Shabana
Azmi and various other famous figures.
Slowly, Air India began to fly to
more American destinations and bit by
bit, I took those flights too: Chicago and
then San Francisco. Admittedly, they
were not so glamorous now: First Class
had shrunk from a full cabin to a single
row and few foreigners took the flights,
so they were really NRI Expresses. But
I liked them anyway.
So it was no surprise that when I
had to go to Washington DC last week, I
picked the Air India non-stop. Sadly, it
turned out to be among the worst nonstop long-haul flights I have taken in a
long time.
It wasn’t Air India’s fault. Ground
handling at Delhi was outstanding but
everyone had been stymied by the ban
on over-flights over Pakistan territory.
This meant our plane had to take a
longer, circuitous route, which in turn
meant that the aircraft would not
have the fuel capacity to do DelhiWashington non-stop. So the flight
was diverted to Mumbai for refuelling (three hours) and then delayed
on the ground there because of
heavy winds.
When
we
finally
reached
Washington DC, I had been in the aircraft for close to 25 hours. Worse was to
follow. About the only thing that Donald
Trump says that I agree with is that the
US has third world airports. There

were around 1,500 people packed into
the arrivals hall at Dulles Airport and
only a few officers to handle them.
(Seventy per cent of immigration
desks were unmanned.) So, that took
another 90 minutes or so.
By the time I collapsed into my
room at the very elegant St. Regis, I
was totally exhausted but still alert
enough to wonder if I should keep taking non-stop long-haul flights.
My guess is: no.
I have been to DC several times
before. It is a charming town but it
lacks the beating heart of New York
City. You are always aware that exciting things are happening nearby.
Donald Trump was probably sitting
down to compose a semi-literate tweet
as I drove into the city. But unless you
are an insider, none of this means very
much to the casual visitor. You can
watch it just as well on CNN in Delhi as
you can in DC.
But Washington can be full of surprises. At around this time of year, all
of Japan goes officially crazy because
the cherry blossom trees bloom (they
call them Sakura). This is such a big
event that you have to book your flights
and your hotels months in advance.
What I did not realise was that
Washington is also a centre of Sakura.
Each year, at around the same time as
Japan, the US declares a National
Cherry Blossom festival.
I was lucky enough to land just as
the Sakura was blooming and the city
was full of the white flowers. Even
outside the St. Regis, three Sakura
■

SOUTHERN SPECIAL
DC Dosa is a popular outlet in
Union Market

trees blazed away. I have never seen
Washington look so beautiful.
The trees, it turns out, were gifted
to Washington by the Mayor of Tokyo
in the early part of the 20th century
(long before Fat Man and Little Boy)
and have quickly become an integral
part of the DC scene. Unlike the
Japanese, however, Americans do not
treat the Sakura with much reverence
and the blooming of the cherry blossoms is more about partying.
As you probably know, Indian food
is not as big in America as it is in
England. There are, as far as I know, no
Michelin-star Indian restaurants in DC
and the average citizen is less familiar
with Indian food than say, the average
New Yorker.
So I was pleased to see when I went
to Union Market, a development that
houses many street stalls and tiny
gourmet operations, that among the
more popular outlets was DC Dosa.
This was a small counter, run (when I
went) by two Latina women which
served dosas, chilas and uttapams. It
was described as home-style Indian
food but neither the ladies making the
dosas nor the people ordering them
were Indian.
This pleased me enormously.
Indian food will never hit the mainstream till it goes totally international.
The guys at the pizza stand next door in
Union Market were not Italians. So
why should the dosa ladies be Indians?
Washington does have top Indian
places frequented by the high and
mighty. Nearly two decades ago, I went
to The Bombay Club because I was told
that the Clintons went there. The food
was pretty awful so I concluded that
either I had just been unlucky or that
the Clintons and I like different kinds
of food.
The same owners have since
opened two restaurants called Rasika
which have won rave reviews. Mutual
friends had told me not to let The
Bombay Club experience deter me
so I went to the original Rasika.
It is a packed restaurant (obviously they are doing very well)
that looks rather like an outlet at
an Indian five-star hotel where the F&B
manager has been asked to increase
the capacity by a third so they can
inflate revenues.
Service was smart and efficient (I
booked under a false name and I don’t
think I was rumbled). Some of the

■

BITE THIS!
Chutney sampler with a basket of Indian
crispies like khakra and papad at Punjab Grill

food was okay. A kind of dahi puri and
ragda pattice were fine if not great
and the coconut rice was very good. It
was the mains that let the meal down.
The vindaloo masala was okay but the
dish tasted like an assembly. The potatoes had been cooked separately and
added later. The little cocktail onions

■

FOOD WIZARD
Chef Jassi Bindra brings a new
freshness to the menu at Punjab Grill

■

ed by Zorawar Kalra, based on recipes
collected by his famous father Jiggs
Kalra. Zorawar first went into partnership with Amit Burman and Rohit
Aggarwal of Lite Bite foods and then
sold the whole operation to them.
Since then, the chain has followed a
complex, multi-pronged strategy. In what
we might call B-class locations, it sticks
to the butter chicken/black dal formula.
But it has had a remarkable (if largely
unnoticed) rise in foreign countries.

GAME CHANGERS
Amit Burman and Rohit Aggarwal (right),
directors of Lite Bite foods

that distinguish Urbano Rego’s vindaloos in Goa had been replaced by large
pickled onions that completely
destroyed the flavour of the vindaloo.
I was suspicious of a purdah biryani
because it didn’t taste right, but I
don’t know enough about the process
to tell whether this was a tawa biryani
that had been shoe-horned later into a
dum vessel.
The service, on the other hand,
was first rate. The manager saw that
I had barely touched the main courses, and when the bill came they had
removed both the biryani and the
vindaloo.
Perhaps I am just unlucky or the
hype surrounding Rasika is overblown.
Either way, I don’t think I will find out.
I shall not be trying it again.
Punjab Grill is an Indian chain start-

The Punjab Grill in Singapore’s
Marina Bay Sands is hugely upmarket,
in keeping with the location. The one
in Bangkok sticks to more traditional
Indian food but it is a quantum leap
from anything the brand has done in
India. In Abu Dhabi, it is located at the
Ritz Carlton and run to Ritz standards.
The Washington DC outpost has
just opened (and was jam-packed the
night I went) and along with Karan
Singh, their partner in America, it is
clear that Burman and Aggarwal are
going for broke. It is an expensivelydesigned restaurant with artisanal
handmade decorative windows, walls
and a decadently gorgeous private dining room that is clearly based on the
mirror room at Amber Fort.
The idea is to combine this
super upmarket, artisanally Indian

■

UPMARKET APPEAL
Punjab Grill in DC has been designed with
artisanal handmade decorative windows
and walls

decor with food that is modern and
sophisticated. A starter plate of golgappas was filled with two spheres
of fruit flavour. The haleem was
made with venison giving it a depth
that goat meat often lacks. There
was fresh buratta with Indian spiced
tomatoes. A plate of pickled vegetables had just the right amount of
sourness. A chutney sampler came
with a basket of Indian crispies:
slices of khakras, papads, shreds of
paper dosas and more.
There were all the luxury touches. Some dishes had white truffles
on them. There was even an elaborately constructed Indian answer to
Peking Duck. A caviar service
looked great and used white
makhan to a devastating effect rather than the usual sour cream. All
this was lubricated by two excellent
sommeliers who swung from
Burgundy to California to Italy
to Champagne.
Judged purely as a modern
Indian restaurant with classic, formal service (sauces poured from little boats etc.), this is far ahead of
those London restaurants that try
and do the same thing. Plus, there is
a boldness to the menu which seems
to come from the young chef, Jassi,
who has incorporated many of partner Karan Singh’s ideas. As a consequence, the food has a freshness
about it that most upmarket Indian
restaurants lack, especially abroad.
Who would have thought it? All
this while, we watched Rohit and
Amit and Lite Bite expand all over
India. But while we weren’t looking,
they managed to create what could
soon become the finest global chain
of upmarket Indian restaurants.

The On-Road Conference Room
THE V-CLASS is the most luxurious MPV you can buy and is aimed

at those who like to travel in a group, but in style
Businesses are growing, people
are on the move, and the need to
travel in style and comfort has never
been greater. But does that justify
the rather steep asking price of ~
81.9 lakh for a minivan, even if it’s
got a three-pointed star on its grille?
Let’s see how far your money goes.

V FOR VAST

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

That this minivan has not-so-mini
proportions is immediately obvious
the moment you come within five

feet of it. This is a massive vehicle in
every dimension, which – along with
the price – sets it a class apart. In
fact, the slab-like proportions, towering height and flattish body panels
gives the V-Class commercial vehicle connotations, which (for obvious
reasons) Mercedes has tried to mask
with a smart set of alloy wheels, and
glossy metallic paint. The good thing
is that it’s got a nose that could
belong to any Merc. The front end
with the nicely-detailed headlights,

sculpted bumpers and large grille is
what elevates the V-Class’ image.
The six-seater version I am testing here (there is a cheaper sevenseater version as well) is more for
personal and corporate use and is
aimed at CEOs and large families. So
is the V-Class versatile enough to
switch between the boardroom and
family room? The main cabin can be
easily accessed even in a tight parking spot thanks to the electricallyoperated sliding doors that open
wide. The flat floor and massive
amount of headroom make it convenient for passengers to move around
in the cabin, and the seats them-

selves have generous amounts of
travel. The pair of middle row seats
can be turned around to face the
third row – an ideal configuration
when conducting meetings on the
move. There are individual fold-out
trays that can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a
mini conference table.
As a family car or luxury peoplemover, the V-Class is best used with
all three rows facing the direction of
travel. However, rotating the middle
row of seats by 180 degrees is a cumbersome process and the easiest
thing to do is send the car to the
dealer where a trained technician
can switch the seats around in a jiffy.

NOTHING QUITE LIKE IT

M

ercedes-Benz
has
always had its eye on
the luxury end of the
Indian minivan market,
which is still an empty niche. After
unsuccessful attempts with the
MB100 minivan and R-Class MPV in
the past, Mercedes is having another
dogged crack at this elusive segment
with the massive V-Class minivan.
Will it be third time lucky this time
round? Can Mercedes make its latest
minivan stick in a segment that has
eluded the company all these years?

■

Driving this 5.1 metre long minivan
isn’t as intimidating as I thought,
thanks to the lofty driving position
that gives you a great view out and
the light controls, which make it
quite easy to handle. In India,
the V-Class is offered
only with the V220d
variant and that
means it gets
the old school
2.1-litre diesel, which is
quite gruff

■

MEETING ON THE MOVE
The fold-out trays can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a mini
conference table!

and not as refined as the latest Merc
engines. It’s not very powerful either
and with only 163hp on tap to pull a
3.1-ton vehicle, performance is modest at best.
The ride, however, is very plush
by minivan standards and in true
Merc fashion, the V220d simply
smothers bad roads and does a great
job of not disturbing that board
meeting going on in the back.
Look at the V-class as a conventional six-seater and the price is
hard to justify when for the same
money you could get three top-end
Innova Crystas and some change. No
doubt it’s overpriced for what you
get, but it’s for what you don’t get
that you pay this eye-watering premium. There’s nothing else in the
market that offers the same mix of
prestige, luxury, flexible seating and
sheer space, which is why the
V-Class is unique.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight

SMART ACCESS
The electrically-operated sliding doors
allow the main cabin to be accessed
easily even in a tight parking spot
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Shirt and trousers, Zara;
stole, Gucci; shoes, Hush
Puppies; watch, Tissot

The
Big Bam
Theory

Shirt, Brooks Brothers;
trousers, Zara; tie,
Gucci; shoes, Unit by
Rajat Suri; watch, Tissot

most honest feedback.”
However, Bhuvan’s dad realised he
is famous when the family was mobbed
while shopping at Sarojini Market and
they had to call the cops!

What makes YouTube star
Bhuvan Bam Bollywood’s most
loved? [An HT Magazine
exclusive]. Text by Ananya
Ghosh. Photos shot exclusively
by Shivamm Paathak.

F

our years ago, Bhuvan Bam was
a college kid who had a night job
as a singer at a Mughlai restaurant in Delhi. Today, he is India’s
ﬁrst legit YouTube superstar helped by
sheer luck, “and also a lot of hard work!”
His channel BB Ki Vines (Bhuvan
Bam Ki Vines), started in 2015 and has 1.69
billion views and 13.3 million subscribers
as compared to his closest competition
Amit Bhadana’s channel with 945 million
views and 14.4 million subscribers. The
Facebook page of BB Ki Vines has nine
to 10 million unique page views a week. It
was only last year that Bhadana beat him
in the subscriber count.
But unlike his YouTube competitors, Bhuvan has diversiﬁed his content.
Besides funny videos, he is also establishing himself as a singer, actor and an
interviewer. He even collaborated with
international YouTube star Lilly Singh
last month. He acted in a short ﬁlm with
Divya Dutta called Plus Minus last year,
and recently bagged a Filmfare award for
the same.
However, between all the viral content
on the Internet, what is it about Bhuvan
that has made Bollywood sit up and take
notice of him? Karan Johar gave him a
shoutout on his Instagram page (“With
the immensely talented and hugely popular @bhuvan.bam22! Great meeting you
Bhuvan!” he wrote sharing a selﬁe) and
last month, Bhuvan and KJo shared the
stage at the YouTube Fanfest held in
Mumbai. Titu Talks, where his character Titu Mama interviews celebrities,
featured Shah Rukh Khan last December.
The start of BB Ki Vines was an instinctive reaction, not a planned one. “I
was watching the devastations of the
Kashmir ﬂoods, and a reporter was asking a local, who had just lost her house
and her son, how she was feeling. I was
stunned at the insensitivity. I did a 10-15
second satire on it and put it up on Facebook,” Bhuvan says of the popular, but
now deleted, video.
“It was just supposed to be a oneoff, but I thought of doing a few more. I
always had funny stories to tell, but my
family members never laughed at them.
So I decided to go to a different, if unsuspecting audience!” he laughs.
“At that time, Vine was a very popular video hosting service that allowed you
to post and share six-second long videos,
hence the vlog name. I thought maybe I
will change the name later. But it became
a hit and the name stuck!” he reveals.

SUBCONTINENTAL DRIFT
In the beginning, Bhuvan was lucky if
his videos got maybe 15 views. But nothing stopped him from creating more content. “Slowly, that 15 became 300,” says
Bhuvan. “Then it started becoming popular in my college. From college WhatsApp
groups, my videos travelled to other colleges, and I don’t know how, but suddenly
I became very popular in Karachi Uni-

THE MANY FACES
OF BHUVAN BAM

A list of recurring
characters that Bhuvan
has created on his channel
1. Banchod Das Chatriwala
(Bancho): BB’s best friend
and problem-creator
2. Sameer Fuddu: The
third musketeer
3. Babluji (Papa): An
innocent, middle-class
family man who always
believes his son
4. Mummy: Typical
homemaker, excitable,
attempts to excel at
speaking English
5. Titu Mama: Mummy’s
brother, a goon who
takes everyone’s case
6. Angry Masterji: Bhuvan
and Bancho’s class
teacher, whose patience
is tried by the boys’ antics
7. Hola: The villain of
the show
versity! My videos went viral in Pakistan
and Bangladesh, but, funnily enough, not
in India. India took a lot of time to warm
up to my videos!” he says.
Six months later, Bhuvan’s page hit
50,000 followers, and a friend suggested
that he shift to YouTube to earn from the
videos. Once on YouTube, the channel
became popular in India as well, earning
him one million subscribers within
seven months. This milestone continues
to be Bhuvan’s most special one.
The ﬁrst video that went viral with
an Indian audience was Valentine’s Week
Hutiyapa in 2016. “Before me, nobody
was making two to three-minute videos
in Hindi,” says Bhuvan. “People could
relate to my Delhi accent and the youth
found an instant connect with my content. That’s what made it successful.”
Despite rising to fame, Bhuvan shoots
his videos exactly the way he did when he
started. He’s a one-man army who scripts,
plays multiple characters, shoots and edits
from a small room in his house in Delhi. In
fact, he doesn’t have a team!
“My friend Rohit Raj is my manager
and business partner but the content is just
me. I still shoot with the front camera of my
phone and without a tripod, which means
that I have one free hand to act!” he grins.
It takes Bhuvan about four hours to
shoot a seven-minute video, which he edits and uploads the same day. “Over the
years, my hand has become steadier, and
the three characters I started with have
become 18!”
Bhuvan’s mother, Padma Bam,
works in a private company and his father Avnindra Bam is an ex-employee of

Styling: AVNEET CHADHA

THE BOLLYWOOD BARTER

Air India. Their son draws inspiration
from the characters he sees around him.
“My content is not really ‘parent friendly’. So for the longest time, my parents
had no clue what I did all day in my room!
My mom stumbled upon a video when her
colleagues were watching it. She took it
quite sportingly. My dad also saw the videos by accident. But today, he gives me the
■

CHANNELLING SUCCESS
Filmmaker Karan Johar recently put
out a post with the “immensely
talented” Bhuvan

The success of his videos is what has made
him ambitious. “I want to be the Dharma
productions of YouTube,” he proclaims.
“Also, I want to develop the BB universe,
like Marvel comics and DC world.”
He admits that the aim was always to
work in Bollywood. “But right now there’s
so much happening on YouTube that I am
deﬁnitely not waiting for Bollywood!”
Bollywood might, in fact, be waiting for Bhuvan, as he learned when he
interacted with the industry. “I have realised that most Bollywood interaction
is a give-and-take deal,” says Bhuvan. “I
know they want to tap my audiences. But
through them, I can also get some visibility beyond because not everyone follows
YouTube, but Bollywood is everywhere!”
Bhuvan’s brand of comedy might be
in the same vein as that of Kapil Sharma’s
– both are a bit rough around the edges
and target the Hindi-speaking audience.
But his channel is more socially aware,
even with its humour that often trembles
on the brink of crass. “If I make a video on
the obsession with fair skin, it’s because
I’ve seen it. I don’t pick a topic just because
it is trending,” Bhuvan says.

BANKING ON THE TUBE
For ﬁrst generation stars like Bhuvan,
life is an everyday hustle. “Some ideas
work, some don’t. You learn from your
mistakes,” he says.
Clearly he either hasn’t made many
mistakes, or he’s learned his lessons
well, because Bhuvan earns very well.
“I understood the ﬁnancial potential
of YouTube when I got my ﬁrst pay

CONTENT
CLICHÉS
4
THAT SHOULD
DISAPPEAR IN 2019
1. Social media challenges.
Kiki challenge, 10 year
challenge, ice bucket
challenge… it is
getting boring!
2. Bollywood remixes. You are
repackaging the same stuff
and serving it as new!
3. The ‘this versus that’ videos.
Desi vs. videsi, expectation
vs. reality.
4. The Taimur madness. Taimur
is cute. But so is your kid,
your neighbour’s kid… uspe
thoda dhyan de do (focus
on him)!
cheque,” he says. “I used to play at a
Mughlai restaurant in Delhi for four
hours every day and would get ₹3,000 at
the end of the month. My ﬁrst YouTube
pay cheque was for ₹20,000. I had two
lakh subscribers then. That’s when I
decided this is what I want to do. Since I
work alone, the entire amount goes into
my pocket!” he laughs. He is quick to add
you can’t rely solely on YouTube.
“Their algorithm is too complex.
The main source of income for YouTubers is brand endorsements and sponsorship,” he says. In the last three years,
Bhuvan has done 30 endorsements.
“There were nearly 300 offers, but I
choose brands that go with my content,”
he says. Still, he knows that his earnings
will never rival those of a Bollywood

star. “Our income is not even close to
that,” he exclaims. “You can’t compare
10 years of YouTube with 150 years of
Bollywood. We are just starting off. But
give us three years, and YouTube will
give Bollywood tough competition!”

LIFE ON SNOOZE
Bhuvan believes he’d never become a
star if he’d thought out a strategy. “You
can never plan a viral video,” he points
out. “Also, I didn’t start to make money. I
started because I had a joke that I wanted
to share. Even now, that has not changed.
While coming up in the elevator right
now, I got an idea and I am waiting for this
interview to end so I can write it down!”
But surely, he does feel some pressure to create content? “When I feel the
pressure of a deadline approaching, I just
go to sleep!” he laughs. “I can’t work on
deadlines.When I don’t put out videos, I
admit to my followers that I was not able
to come up with good content. I can’t put
out substandard stuff.”
This attitude means that Bhuvan feels
no social media fatigue. “I keep in mind that
my audience’s lives don’t revolve around BB
Ki Vines,” he says. “The best part of working on social media is even if you mess up,
you can put up something next week.”
With 10 minutes of putting up a video on BB Ki Vines, Bhuvan gets around
2,50,000 views. But this fanbase needs to
be carefully cultivated and maintained.
“When I put out a video, I make sure
that for the next 45 minutes I reply to all
the comments. You need to build a rapport with the viewers,” he says.
Although in some of his previous interviews he has spoken about his fear on
fading out, today he seems more positive
about his upward graph. “I am going to get
higher and higher,” he says conﬁdently.
ananya.ghosh@htlive.com
Follow @Ananya1281 on Twitter

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and dancer

Nora Fatehi
DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

PLACE OF BIRTH

February 6

Aquarius

Toronto

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

FIRST BREAK

Westview Centennial Secondary School/
York University, Toronto

Roar: Tigers of the Sundarbans (2014)

What’s the best and worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best thing is, being able to
express yourself artistically in
many forms. The worst thing is
that it can be quite a struggle
to make your mark in the
industry.
One Bollywood actress whose
style you admire...?
Sonam Kapoor.
And an actor you had a crush
on while growing up...?
Hrithik Roshan. He looks like a
Greek God!
What’s the one item number
you wish you had done?
Laila Main Laila from Raees
(2017).

Photo: Archi Bora
Styling: Leepakshi
Ellawadi
Make-up and hair:
Marcelo Pedrozo

Outfit, Caroline Bibawi;
ring, Valentini Largo
Carducci; earring, Diosa
by Darshan Dave

bio be?
I’ll make you laugh your
head off !
And who would you swipe
right for?
Ryan Gosling!
The ﬁrst thing you do in bed
when you wake up...?
Check my phone.
And the last thing…?
Say a small prayer.
You de-stress by…?
Dancing.
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh

According to you, which
dance form is the sexiest?
Belly dancing.
List three qualities you look
for in a man.
He should be charming, hardworking and respectful.

Shirt and shoes, Unit
by Rajat Suri; coat,
waistcoat and
trousers, Arrow; tie,
Sacoor Brothers;
pocket Square, Kenzo;
watch, Tissot

Location courtesy:
The Leela Palace,
New Delhi

What gets you in the mood
for love?
When I am in a good headspace.

Art direction:
Amit Malik
Make-up and hair:
Artistry by Anjali Jain

And one relationship rule
that you always follow is...?
If the man doesn’t show respect
or put in an effort, I don’t
entertain him.

My Favourites
CITY: Dubai
SONG: 7 rings by Ariana Grande
BOOK: Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
STREET FOOD: Hot dogs
FILM: The Heat (2013)
DESTINATION: Morocco

What would your Tinder
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Istruggledto
breakthe
stereotype:
MaanviGagroo

After playing
minor roles in No
One Killed
Jessica (2011)
and PK (2014),
Maanvi Gagroo
went to do web
shows which
catapulted her to
fame
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MAANVIGAGROO

Sangeeta Yadav

T

Lupita Nyong'o
(extreme left)
wrote about her
experience with
Harvey Weinstein,
in October 2017
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/

PHOTO: CHRI
STOPHER
SMITH/AP

ctor Anthony Rapp says
he was inspired to speak
out against actor Kevin
Spacey after he read
actor Lupita Nyong’o’s
moving first person account
about Harvey Weinstein.
Weinstein, once a powerful
Hollywood producer, fell
spectacularly from grace after
multiple women, including
actors Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Angelina Jolie,
and Nyong’o, came forward to
allege him of sexual
harassment. Allegations
against Weinstein sparked the
#MeToo movement in
Hollywood, inspiring others to
share their stories of sexual
harassment. Rapp, who was
first to speak out against
Spacey, says he was initially
not sure about coming forward
but once he read the account
by Nyong’o, he changed his
mind.
“I was following along with
the Harvey Weinstein stories
to some degree, but I wasn’t,
like, diving into them. … And I
hadn’t yet really made the
connection for myself. Lupita
Nyong’o wrote a first person
piece in The New York Times

A

REUTERSP

about her experience with
Harvey. And as they go, she
was pretty fortunate in that
she was able to avoid the worst
of it, but she wrote so
beautifully and eloquently
about what experience was
like for her... Coupled with it
was the knowledge that that
had been going on for decades
to so many people, and that I
knew for a fact several people
in my own circle who had had
experiences with Kevin
Spacey, that it was like that
was when the penny dropped,
and I had to do something. It
wasn’t about my own
experience, it really was not
about airing out my own
laundry... I thought that would
be the only way that we could
stop him,” Rapp said on a
podcast.
Other people soon came
forward against Spacey,
leading to the him being
kicked out of House of Cards.
and All the Money in the
World. Rapp says he is happy
that Spacey is no longer in the
position to abuse others. “He
won’t be in a position of
power..., where he can do
PTI
things,” he said.

Musicians will
become bigger
than actors:
Jubin Nautiyal

Samarth Goyal
inger Jubin Nautiyal
feels that the future will
be better for musicians,
thanks to the umpteen
platforms available in the
virtual world. “I am sure that
right now many musicians
can foresee a sort of money
issue (in terms of revenue
from streaming platforms),
but I have a very different
prediction about the

S

I am not one of those actors who stepped into
films through TV, says Chahat Khanna
Rishabh Suri
issing from showbiz for
some time now, actor
Chahat Khanna is raring
to get back into the groove. She
has signed the Bollywood film
Prasthaanam, in which she
plays actor Sanjay Dutt’s
daughter.
On what her role is all
about, she tells us, “It’s one of
the most important characters
in the film. Manisha (Koirala,
actor) is playing an important
character, and so is (actor) Ali
Fazal, who plays my brother.
The film revolves around all of
us. It’s a big-budget political
drama that will release this
summer. Our fingers are
crossed.”
Currently, Chahat is
juggling a lot of things, apart
from this film, such as “being
an entrepreneur”, and also
taking care of her two
daughters, Zohar and Amaira.
Doesn’t it get tough managing
all these things as a single

M
Chahat
Khanna
shot to
fame with
the show
Bade
Achhe
Lagte Hain
HT PHOTO

Joel Edgerton to star
in a web drama
ctor-director Joel
Edgerton has boarded the
cast of Barry Jenkins’
web series The Underground
Railroad. The 44-year-old joins
actors Thuso Mbedu, Chase W
Dillon, and Aaron Pierre in the
project, which is an adaptation
of Colson Whitehead’s book of
the same name, according to
Variety.
The 11-episode series will
follow young Cora’s (Mbedu)
journey as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom.

A

After escaping her Georgia
plantation for the rumoured
Underground Railroad, Cora
discovers no mere metaphor,
but an actual railroad full of
engineers and conductors, and
a secret network of tracks and
tunnels beneath the ground.
Edgerton, who starred and
directed in Boy Erased (2018)
will portray Ridgeway, a slave
catcher. Jenkins will be
directing all the episodes and
will also executive produce the
project.
PTI

Joel Edgerton

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

mother? “It’s very difficult.
But my elder daughter is a big
helping hand. She’s two-and-ahalf, and Amaira is one-and-ahalf. It gets tough at times, and
I feel I can’t do this. But it’s all
happening. Unless someone
asks me the question how
difficult it is, I don’t realise it,”
says Chahat.
The actor shot to fame with
the show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain, but left the show midway
due to personal reasons. On
whether she is looking
forward to get back into TV,
she says, “Leaving the show
was my decision. I can’t say
that I don’t want to do TV. It
has given me all the fame I
have currently. I can’t
think about not doing TV
at all. I don’t want to be
called the film star who
stepped into films after
using TV as a stepping
stone. I am not one of
them. Why can’t I do films,
ads, and TV all together?”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

times when you have so much
work and a lot of stuff
happening, so the struggle is to
maintain your sanity and keep
yourself rooted,” she says.
For her, working on TV was
never an option as she couldn’t
connect with the TV’s style of
storytelling. “It was a
conscious choice to stay away
from TV because the kind of
content that was on TV, I
couldn’t connect to and
personally didn’t want to be a
part of,” she explains.
It was then that the digital
platform became the stepping
stone for budding artists like
her to carve a niche for
themselves. “There is so much
of variety and a whole gamut of
different topics that people are
thinking to get their teeth into.
It’s a great thing to be busy and
to be able to harness whatever
you have been wanting to
show for such a long time,”
Maanvi says.
She adds, “As you grow in
your personal life and the kind
of experiences you have had
working on different roles and
with different people, you are
bound to evolve and it’s bound
to show in your performance as
well.”

he instant fame and
recognition one gets from
the web has changed the
lives of many actors who were
struggling to get significant
roles in films. And so is the case
with actor Maanvi Gagroo, who
after playing minor roles in No
One Killed Jessica (2011) and
PK (2014), made a shift to web
and became one of the first
female stars of the digital
platform.
“I don’t think there is a
single actor who doesn’t want
to do films. But the kind of roles
I was getting were the ones that
I didn’t want to do for various
reasons. There is a lot of
stereotyping as well that
happens as per your looks and
the roles you played in the
past,” Maanvi says.
It was a constant struggle for
her to break the stereotype due
to her being overweight and
chirpy. “As an actor, we go
through different phases of
struggle. Sometimes it is about
finding the right kind of work,
sometimes to say no to the kind
of work you don’t want to do.
The struggle is to break out
from whatever you think isn’t
working for you. There are

Singer Jubin Nautiyal’s
single Chitthi has
crossed the 27 million
mark on YouTube

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

future of the music
industry,” says Jubin.
“I think the internet is
going to become even bigger
than what it is right now.
When that happens, this
country will have multiple
mega stars [from the music
industry]. In about five years,
I think that musicians will
become really big stars, so
much so that they might get
bigger than acting
celebrities,” gushes Jubin,
who recently released
his independent
single Chitthi, which
has crossed 27 million
hits ever since its
release on YouTube.
The 29-year-old isn’t
making a prediction “just
like that” and feels there are
many reasons why he feels
his prediction will be correct.
“I think right now we are
using only 30% of the
internet. Once it gets bigger,
then imagine [its impact, as]
we are a country of 1.3 billion
people. We (musicians) will
have that many listeners,
who will have access to
internet, and will listen to
music,” he says.
And Jubin feels the day he
envisions is not far. “Even
now, we are getting a bigger
reach, and touching more
lives (with our music). We
have more fans, we are
making more music and
more music is being
consumed right now. That’s
why, according to me, we are
going to be in a very good
place in the future. There is
going to be everything for
everyone,” he concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo
reunite for a comedy film
merican actors Kristen
Wiig and Annie Mumolo,
who penned the Oscarnominated script of the
romantic-comedy film
Bridesmaids (2011), are
teaming up for another
comedy film, Barb and Star Go
to Vista Del Mar.
Wiig and Mumolo will cowrite and co-star in the
upcoming film, which
will be directed by
Josh Greenbaum,
reported Variety.
“I’m so excited
to be a part of
this movie
which showcases
Kristen and Annie’s
original, fresh and
undeniably hilarious voice in
spades. I’m also always
looking for projects with titles
that rhyme, so it really all
worked out on this one,”
Greenbaum said.

A

The story focuses on two
best friends — Barb and Star
(played by Wiig and Mumolo)
— who leave their small midwestern town for the first time
to go on vacation in Vista Del
Mar, Florida. They soon find
themselves tangled up in
adventure, love and a villain’s
evil plot to kill everyone in
town.
Apart from this, Wiig will be
next seen as Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 1984 and in
Where’d You Go, Bernadette.
Mumolo most recently
wrote the story for David O
Russell’s 2015 movie Joy,
based on the life of Joy
Mangano, starring actor
Jennifer Lawrence.
On the acting front, Mumolo
starred in a regular comedy
series, About a Boy. She also
featured in This is 40 (2012),
Afternoon Delight (2013), Bad
Moms (2016), and The Boss

Kristen Wiig (left) and Annie
Mumolo (above) will co-write
and co-star in the upcoming film
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK

(2016).
Barb and Star Go to Vista
Del Mar is expected to release
in 2020.

ANI
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PEOPLECRITICISE
YOUFORHAVING
ANOPINION...
Pooja Sharma

ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces in
our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film. It
is a complete commercial film.
I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked with.
Dulquer (Salmaan) is supercute and a great actor. So, I am
super-excited.
You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a

better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.
Any plans of debuting in the digital
space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be

foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In
India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But, eventually
it will be the only source of
entertainment and why not? I
don’t mind being the first one to
jump on the bandwagon.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Ayushmann is
glad that his films
go ‘beyond borders’

Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion
PHOTO:
APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/
HOUSE OF
PIXELS

Rishabh Suri
e’s having a dream
run at the box office.
His last two films —
Andhadhun and Badhaai
Ho — have garnered
critical and commercial
acclaim. And
Ayushmann Khurrana’s
popularity is travelling
beyond borders along with
his films. Andhadhun has
neared the ₹250-crore mark
at the Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for him,
he tells us, “It is a huge
feat for me, and a great
achievement. There’s
validation that the scripts
I am choosing are not just
resonating with the masses
in India but also
internationally. This shows
that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and has an
international appeal. I feel
acknowledged. Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise is
that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when
he got the news about the
release in China.
“I was not thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one
of the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations
for sure. I was, in fact, not
thinking at all about the
Chinese release or how it
would fare there. It’s like a
great, happy surprise,” he
says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article

H

... Says actor Sonam
K Ahuja, although that
won’t deter her from
voicing hers

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on my
plate. I enjoy fashion and I like
wearing it. But, I don’t think
I’ve the knowledge to dictate
terms on fashion.

instagram.com/htcity

Ayushmann Khurrana’s
Andhadhun has raked in about
₹250 crore at the Chinese box
office PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental
disorders...”. In response,
according to Pinkvilla, an
official spokesperson
from the film’s production
house has explained that
the film, in fact, inspires
everyone to accept the
distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
Kangana Ranaut and Rajkummar Rao
making a larger point.

15, in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,
in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and
it is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and elaborates
on what he keeps in mind
when choosing a script, “The
only thing I care for is that the
script has to be normal and
should have no reference
point in either Hindi or
international cinema.”
“So I am glad to be
getting scripts which are
unique, and which resonate
with the masses... either
about breaking a taboo or
dealing with social stigmas.
These kind of scripts appeal
to me.”
When in showbiz, it’s easy
to give in to the notion that
‘box office is the only king’.
But, not for Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do
‘middle of the road cinema’,
which is a great combination
of commerce and content. I
just follow my heart and gut
every single time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says.
When asked, Ayushmann,
who sings, does live shows
and writes poems, says,
“I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of now, it’s
a lot of fun to be just a
performer!”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

‘I am amazed by Tagore’s ‘Female actors getting their due but still a long way to go’
work’
P
ay disparity might have
been a concern in the
Hindi film industry, but
thing are changing, feels
Kriti Sanon. The actor says
female actors are getting what
they deserve monetarily.
“I’ve always believed that
pay has to be decided on the
amount of work that you
put in a film and the numbers
your films drive at the box
office. The situation is slowly
but steadily balancing out
where female actors are also
getting their monetary due.
But we still have a long way to
go,” says the Luka Chuppi
(2018) actor.
Ever since her debut in
Bollywood in 2014 with
Heropanti, Kriti has done her
fair share of women-centric
films and roles. Kriti feels
proud when films such as
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017), Stree
and Raazi (2018) do well.
Does she see a change in the
way women characters are
perceived in the film
industry? “Most definitely,”
she says, adding, “It’s the best
time for women in cinema and
we have the audience to thank
for that. They have been
accepting of stories around
female protagonists that are
today drawing in figures on
par
with top male stars.”
But ultimately, it’s the

Rekha Bhardwaj
feels Rabindranath
Tagore’s songs
mirror what Sufi
music stands for;
adds his lyrics
inspire her till date
Nishad Neelambaran
ith songs such as
Namak (Omkara;
2006) and Kabira
(Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani; 2013) to her credit,
Rekha Bhardwaj has come a
long way since her debut in
1997 as a playback singer with
Chachi 420. Apart from her
work in the commercial
arena, the National Awardwinning singer is also known
for her independent tracks
and albums. Rekha will be
seen performing at the event
titled, Bongo Shongo presents
Tagore & We Live, in the city,
today.
As the name suggests, the
evening will focus on
Rabindra Sangeet. Ask Rekha
about her performance, and
she says, “I will be performing
with Kolkata-based musicians
Sourendro Mullick and
Souymojit Das. Considering
that there will be a likeminded audience, we will
combine thumri with
Rabindra Sangeet.
Tagore’s songs are based on
raagas like Patdeep and
others.”
When asked about her
understanding of Rabindra
Sangeet, she says that there is
a lot of in-depth meaning in
Tagore’s poems and songs.
“Each time I prepare a new
song, I am amazed by his
work. All the songs have a
deeper meaning to it. For
instance, if he is talking about
rains, it is not just rains that
he is focusing on. He talks
about a lot of other things
too,” she says, adding,
“Another thing that I really

W

Kriti has done
her fair share
of womencentric films
and roles.

I’m getting to do the
kind of work I want to.
All these films belong
to different genres and
I’m glad I took those
decisions in choosing
different kinds of roles
and films because I
feel that’s the only way
you can grow.

PHOTO: IANS

KRITI SANON ACTOR

content that matters, she
asserts. “The content has
today become the king, and
the deciding factor, which is
great,” Kriti says.
Luka Chuppi, which
starred the 28-year-old
alongside Kartik Aaryan,

followed a couple living-in
together in Mathura and the
ensuing complications. The
film has crossed ₹90 crore at
the Indian box office. And the
actor is happy with the
audience’s response, which
bodes well for other subjects

that have so far been
considered taboo.
“Our idea wasn’t to state
that one should go for live-in
relationships in general. But
yes, we did want to stir the
audiences a bit and leave
them with the thought that

everyone has the right to lead
their lives according to their
wishes and we shouldn’t
judge them for that,” Kriti
shares.
The actor now has an
interesting slate of work, with
Arjun Patiala, the historical
drama Panipat, and the
comedy Housefull 4.
“I’m in a good space right
now in my life where I’m
getting to do the kind of work I
really want to. All these films
belong to different genres and
I’m glad I took those decisions
in choosing different kinds of
roles and films because I feel
that’s the only way you can
IANS
grow.”

Exploring sex in our content is empowering; Flora Saini
Juhi Chakraborty

Flora Saini
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

like about Rabindra Sangeet
is that even though he wrote
in Bengali,
his songs also have a very
close relation to Sufi music.”
Explaining the connection
between Rabindra Sangeet
and Sufi music, she says, “A
lot of his work is for the
beloved, which is considered
to be the God in this case. This
is the same in Sufi. Any love
poem in Sufi — be it about
longing, separation or

All of Tagore’s songs
have a deeper
meaning to it.
REKHA BHARDWAJ,
SINGER
togetherness, it is all
dedicated to the beloved, who
is also considered to be the
god.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com
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etting intimate on screen is
considered to be a taboo
when it comes to Indian
content and sex is still a
closeted topic. However,
actor Flora Saini says with the
advent of the web as a medium,
such content is no longer
censored. The actor was
recently part of an erotic web
series set in rural India.
Asked whether she feels
comfortable dabbling in such
content, she says, “It is not
about my comfort. It is about
whether such content has an
audience and the response (to
the series) clearly shows that
they like it.”
She further goes on to add,
“It’s a human emotion. If it
were Europe or the US, we
would not even be talking about
it. There it is understood that

G

If it were Europe or the
US, we’d not even be
talking about it (sex).
We’ve shied away from
a beautiful emotion.
FLORA SAINI ACTOR

getting intimate with someone
is the highest form of love. We
have just shied away from a
very beautiful emotion in our
society. But now because of the
internet, things are changing.”
And this change has brought
about a lot of experimenting
when it comes to content,
according to Flora.
“There is a lot of content
which was never explored

earlier. Like women’s issues
and how to deal with sexuality.
Exploring sex in our content is
empowering. It is indeed a
beautiful time for both actors
and storytellers. I think people
did have these ideas but
probably didn’t know how to
bring it forward. It is also a
demand and supply thing,” she
says.Even her upcoming short
film talks about a bold subject
— infidelity. And Flora says
that it is very important to
discuss it in the open.
“Infidelity is something very
rampant in our society. There
are so many married men who
portray themselves as single. I
have dealt with one myself. I
feel that such
stories need to be told and I
am happy to be a part of such
different stories,” she
concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

Actor Timothy
Olyphant

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

ctor Timothy
Olyphant has said he
had a great time
working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on
Quentin Tarantino’s
upcoming film Once Upon
a Time in Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing
Link. “We just met on the film,

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

Summers are all about
them beach bods!
Setting goals with her
Instagram post is
actor Mandira Bedi,
who was seen chillin’
in Goa recently.
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Late actor Luke Perry
PHOTO: CHRIS PIZZELLO/INVISION/AP

but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would look
at each other and we both had
the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

PTI

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

A

Taylor Swift

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MANDIRABEDI

Timothywillmiss
‘lovelyguy’Luke
Perry

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Caught
on Insta

PHOTO: CHARLES
SYKES/INVISION/AP

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
e
issue and require time
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green
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TOFEED OR NOT TO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society in
Mumbai fined a woman
resident ₹3.6 lakh for
feeding stray dogs in the
society premises. A few days
earlier, a fight between two
residents of a posh Gurgaon
society got ugly and physical,
when one objected to the other
feeding stray dogs. When the
news was being narrated in
the news meeting, my boss
shook his head and said,
“Mark my words, the next civil
war will be fought between
animal lovers and those who
they think cause nuisance.”
The word play may have been
extreme, but what he said
comes from a deep sense of
understanding of a societal
problem that’s growing at an
alarming rate. Well, just as the
number of stray dogs in India
— 30 million, as per a 2016
report published in
Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

S

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

Reese embraces her grey
hair and fine lines
The actor says
she feels like
she has earned
them and they
signify her
maturity and
point of view
ctor-filmmaker Reese
Witherspoon, who
recently celebrated her
43rd birthday, has
opened up about getting older
and embracing this new phase
of life.
Stating that she prefers
being a 43-year-old woman
with grey hair and fine lines,
the actor says, “I just feel like
I earned that grey hair and my
fine lines. I like ‘em. I so
prefer 43 to 25.”
“I have a point of view
because I’ve been on this
planet for 43 years, and I
didn’t feel that same way
when I was 25. I didn’t have
the same things to say. I’m 43
and I’ve had a whole bunch of
experiences, and I can speak
with thoughtfulness about the
changes I’d like to see in the
world,” People quoted an
extract from Witherspoon’s
recent interview with Allure.
While she happily
embraces her grey hair, when
it comes to keeping her blond
locks golden yellow and
shiny, the Big Little Lies actor
relies on her go-to colourist of
15 years, Lorri Goddard.

PHOTO: HILARY
BRONWYN
GAYLE/AP

A
humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni
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the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.

“It takes three hours to
have my highlights done, no
joke. I go every seven or eight
weeks. I’m starting to get grey
around the edges of my
hairline. Lorri doesn’t like to
call them greys, though. She
says they’re ‘hyper-blondes’,”
the Home Again (2017) actor
ANI
shares.

...I didn’t feel that
same way when I was
25. I’m 43 and I’ve had
a whole bunch of
experiences, and
I can speak with
thoughtfulness about
the changes I’d like to
see in the world.
REESE WITHERSPOON
ACTOR-FILMMAKER

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a

A

single dad who loses his home
to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the

situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re
all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

Clint Eastwood’s
last film was
2018’s The Mule
PHOTO: CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is
determined to throw a
festival for his island
community”. Rihanna plays
his girlfriend and musical
inspiration Kofi Novia.
Glover’s younger brother
Stephen has written the
screenplay for the
PTI
film.

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island
PHOTO: JOEL C
RYAN/AP

Clint may direct film
on wrongly accused
security guard
eteran actor-filmmaker
Clint Eastwood might
direct The Ballad of
Richard Jewell, a look at a
security guard whose life gets
turned upside down after
media reports identified him as
a possible suspect in the 1996
Atlanta Olympics bombing.
Actors Jonah Hill and
Leonardo DiCaprio will no
longer appear in the movie.
Their involvement will be
limited to producing the film,
reports Variety magazine.
Eastwood circled the project
several years ago before opting
to direct the
2016 drama Sully. Director
Ezra Edelman was last
person to consider the
project. Captain Phillips (2013)
screenwriter Billy Ray is
writing the script, which
will be based on a Marie
Brenner article in Vanity Fair.

V

RICHARD JEWELL
HAD REPORTED ON A
BOMB AT THE 1996
ATLANTA OLYMPICS,
ONLY TO FIND
HIMSELF SUSPECTED
AS PART OF THE PLOT
Jewell reported on the
knapsack bomb at the
1996 Summer Games and
helped clear bystanders — only
to find himself
suspected of being involved
in the plot.
He was cleared as a
suspect three months later and
died in 2007 of a heart attack at
the age of 44.
IANS
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INDULGE

IN FULL BLOOM
Washington is also a centre of
Sakura, and the US declares
National Cherry Blossom Festival
around the same time as Japan

■

THIRD WORLD PROBLEMS
It took 90 minutes to clear immigration
at Dulles Airport because most
counters were unmanned

■
■

DESI IN DC
Rasika in Washington serves
modern Indian food and is
brimming with people

Photo: SHUTTERSTOCK

■

ON SUNDAY

Washington Diary

INDIAN FOOD may not be as big in America as it is in England, but with

new developments on the Indian restaurants’ block, that is sure to change

RUDE TRAVEL

Vir Sanghvi

W

hen Air India first introduced its non-stop flights to
America, I thought they
were the height of glamour.
I remember flying to New York on a
flight that had Pranab Mukherjee (then
India’s foreign minister), Shabana
Azmi and various other famous figures.
Slowly, Air India began to fly to
more American destinations and bit by
bit, I took those flights too: Chicago and
then San Francisco. Admittedly, they
were not so glamorous now: First Class
had shrunk from a full cabin to a single
row and few foreigners took the flights,
so they were really NRI Expresses. But
I liked them anyway.
So it was no surprise that when I
had to go to Washington DC last week, I
picked the Air India non-stop. Sadly, it
turned out to be among the worst nonstop long-haul flights I have taken in a
long time.
It wasn’t Air India’s fault. Ground
handling at Delhi was outstanding but
everyone had been stymied by the ban
on over-flights over Pakistan territory.
This meant our plane had to take a
longer, circuitous route, which in turn
meant that the aircraft would not
have the fuel capacity to do DelhiWashington non-stop. So the flight
was diverted to Mumbai for refuelling (three hours) and then delayed
on the ground there because of
heavy winds.
When
we
finally
reached
Washington DC, I had been in the aircraft for close to 25 hours. Worse was to
follow. About the only thing that Donald
Trump says that I agree with is that the
US has third world airports. There

were around 1,500 people packed into
the arrivals hall at Dulles Airport and
only a few officers to handle them.
(Seventy per cent of immigration
desks were unmanned.) So, that took
another 90 minutes or so.
By the time I collapsed into my
room at the very elegant St. Regis, I
was totally exhausted but still alert
enough to wonder if I should keep taking non-stop long-haul flights.
My guess is: no.
I have been to DC several times
before. It is a charming town but it
lacks the beating heart of New York
City. You are always aware that exciting things are happening nearby.
Donald Trump was probably sitting
down to compose a semi-literate tweet
as I drove into the city. But unless you
are an insider, none of this means very
much to the casual visitor. You can
watch it just as well on CNN in Delhi as
you can in DC.
But Washington can be full of surprises. At around this time of year, all
of Japan goes officially crazy because
the cherry blossom trees bloom (they
call them Sakura). This is such a big
event that you have to book your flights
and your hotels months in advance.
What I did not realise was that
Washington is also a centre of Sakura.
Each year, at around the same time as
Japan, the US declares a National
Cherry Blossom festival.
I was lucky enough to land just as
the Sakura was blooming and the city
was full of the white flowers. Even
outside the St. Regis, three Sakura
■

SOUTHERN SPECIAL
DC Dosa is a popular outlet in
Union Market

trees blazed away. I have never seen
Washington look so beautiful.
The trees, it turns out, were gifted
to Washington by the Mayor of Tokyo
in the early part of the 20th century
(long before Fat Man and Little Boy)
and have quickly become an integral
part of the DC scene. Unlike the
Japanese, however, Americans do not
treat the Sakura with much reverence
and the blooming of the cherry blossoms is more about partying.
As you probably know, Indian food
is not as big in America as it is in
England. There are, as far as I know, no
Michelin-star Indian restaurants in DC
and the average citizen is less familiar
with Indian food than say, the average
New Yorker.
So I was pleased to see when I went
to Union Market, a development that
houses many street stalls and tiny
gourmet operations, that among the
more popular outlets was DC Dosa.
This was a small counter, run (when I
went) by two Latina women which
served dosas, chilas and uttapams. It
was described as home-style Indian
food but neither the ladies making the
dosas nor the people ordering them
were Indian.
This pleased me enormously.
Indian food will never hit the mainstream till it goes totally international.
The guys at the pizza stand next door in
Union Market were not Italians. So
why should the dosa ladies be Indians?
Washington does have top Indian
places frequented by the high and
mighty. Nearly two decades ago, I went
to The Bombay Club because I was told
that the Clintons went there. The food
was pretty awful so I concluded that
either I had just been unlucky or that
the Clintons and I like different kinds
of food.
The same owners have since
opened two restaurants called Rasika
which have won rave reviews. Mutual
friends had told me not to let The
Bombay Club experience deter me
so I went to the original Rasika.
It is a packed restaurant (obviously they are doing very well)
that looks rather like an outlet at
an Indian five-star hotel where the F&B
manager has been asked to increase
the capacity by a third so they can
inflate revenues.
Service was smart and efficient (I
booked under a false name and I don’t
think I was rumbled). Some of the

■

BITE THIS!
Chutney sampler with a basket of Indian
crispies like khakra and papad at Punjab Grill

food was okay. A kind of dahi puri and
ragda pattice were fine if not great
and the coconut rice was very good. It
was the mains that let the meal down.
The vindaloo masala was okay but the
dish tasted like an assembly. The potatoes had been cooked separately and
added later. The little cocktail onions

■

FOOD WIZARD
Chef Jassi Bindra brings a new
freshness to the menu at Punjab Grill

■

ed by Zorawar Kalra, based on recipes
collected by his famous father Jiggs
Kalra. Zorawar first went into partnership with Amit Burman and Rohit
Aggarwal of Lite Bite foods and then
sold the whole operation to them.
Since then, the chain has followed a
complex, multi-pronged strategy. In what
we might call B-class locations, it sticks
to the butter chicken/black dal formula.
But it has had a remarkable (if largely
unnoticed) rise in foreign countries.

GAME CHANGERS
Amit Burman and Rohit Aggarwal (right),
directors of Lite Bite foods

that distinguish Urbano Rego’s vindaloos in Goa had been replaced by large
pickled onions that completely
destroyed the flavour of the vindaloo.
I was suspicious of a purdah biryani
because it didn’t taste right, but I
don’t know enough about the process
to tell whether this was a tawa biryani
that had been shoe-horned later into a
dum vessel.
The service, on the other hand,
was first rate. The manager saw that
I had barely touched the main courses, and when the bill came they had
removed both the biryani and the
vindaloo.
Perhaps I am just unlucky or the
hype surrounding Rasika is overblown.
Either way, I don’t think I will find out.
I shall not be trying it again.
Punjab Grill is an Indian chain start-

The Punjab Grill in Singapore’s
Marina Bay Sands is hugely upmarket,
in keeping with the location. The one
in Bangkok sticks to more traditional
Indian food but it is a quantum leap
from anything the brand has done in
India. In Abu Dhabi, it is located at the
Ritz Carlton and run to Ritz standards.
The Washington DC outpost has
just opened (and was jam-packed the
night I went) and along with Karan
Singh, their partner in America, it is
clear that Burman and Aggarwal are
going for broke. It is an expensivelydesigned restaurant with artisanal
handmade decorative windows, walls
and a decadently gorgeous private dining room that is clearly based on the
mirror room at Amber Fort.
The idea is to combine this
super upmarket, artisanally Indian

■

UPMARKET APPEAL
Punjab Grill in DC has been designed with
artisanal handmade decorative windows
and walls

decor with food that is modern and
sophisticated. A starter plate of golgappas was filled with two spheres
of fruit flavour. The haleem was
made with venison giving it a depth
that goat meat often lacks. There
was fresh buratta with Indian spiced
tomatoes. A plate of pickled vegetables had just the right amount of
sourness. A chutney sampler came
with a basket of Indian crispies:
slices of khakras, papads, shreds of
paper dosas and more.
There were all the luxury touches. Some dishes had white truffles
on them. There was even an elaborately constructed Indian answer to
Peking Duck. A caviar service
looked great and used white
makhan to a devastating effect rather than the usual sour cream. All
this was lubricated by two excellent
sommeliers who swung from
Burgundy to California to Italy
to Champagne.
Judged purely as a modern
Indian restaurant with classic, formal service (sauces poured from little boats etc.), this is far ahead of
those London restaurants that try
and do the same thing. Plus, there is
a boldness to the menu which seems
to come from the young chef, Jassi,
who has incorporated many of partner Karan Singh’s ideas. As a consequence, the food has a freshness
about it that most upmarket Indian
restaurants lack, especially abroad.
Who would have thought it? All
this while, we watched Rohit and
Amit and Lite Bite expand all over
India. But while we weren’t looking,
they managed to create what could
soon become the finest global chain
of upmarket Indian restaurants.

The On-Road Conference Room
THE V-CLASS is the most luxurious MPV you can buy and is aimed

at those who like to travel in a group, but in style
Businesses are growing, people
are on the move, and the need to
travel in style and comfort has never
been greater. But does that justify
the rather steep asking price of ~
81.9 lakh for a minivan, even if it’s
got a three-pointed star on its grille?
Let’s see how far your money goes.

V FOR VAST

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

That this minivan has not-so-mini
proportions is immediately obvious
the moment you come within five

feet of it. This is a massive vehicle in
every dimension, which – along with
the price – sets it a class apart. In
fact, the slab-like proportions, towering height and flattish body panels
gives the V-Class commercial vehicle connotations, which (for obvious
reasons) Mercedes has tried to mask
with a smart set of alloy wheels, and
glossy metallic paint. The good thing
is that it’s got a nose that could
belong to any Merc. The front end
with the nicely-detailed headlights,

sculpted bumpers and large grille is
what elevates the V-Class’ image.
The six-seater version I am testing here (there is a cheaper sevenseater version as well) is more for
personal and corporate use and is
aimed at CEOs and large families. So
is the V-Class versatile enough to
switch between the boardroom and
family room? The main cabin can be
easily accessed even in a tight parking spot thanks to the electricallyoperated sliding doors that open
wide. The flat floor and massive
amount of headroom make it convenient for passengers to move around
in the cabin, and the seats them-

selves have generous amounts of
travel. The pair of middle row seats
can be turned around to face the
third row – an ideal configuration
when conducting meetings on the
move. There are individual fold-out
trays that can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a
mini conference table.
As a family car or luxury peoplemover, the V-Class is best used with
all three rows facing the direction of
travel. However, rotating the middle
row of seats by 180 degrees is a cumbersome process and the easiest
thing to do is send the car to the
dealer where a trained technician
can switch the seats around in a jiffy.

NOTHING QUITE LIKE IT

M

ercedes-Benz
has
always had its eye on
the luxury end of the
Indian minivan market,
which is still an empty niche. After
unsuccessful attempts with the
MB100 minivan and R-Class MPV in
the past, Mercedes is having another
dogged crack at this elusive segment
with the massive V-Class minivan.
Will it be third time lucky this time
round? Can Mercedes make its latest
minivan stick in a segment that has
eluded the company all these years?

■

Driving this 5.1 metre long minivan
isn’t as intimidating as I thought,
thanks to the lofty driving position
that gives you a great view out and
the light controls, which make it
quite easy to handle. In India,
the V-Class is offered
only with the V220d
variant and that
means it gets
the old school
2.1-litre diesel, which is
quite gruff

■

MEETING ON THE MOVE
The fold-out trays can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a mini
conference table!

and not as refined as the latest Merc
engines. It’s not very powerful either
and with only 163hp on tap to pull a
3.1-ton vehicle, performance is modest at best.
The ride, however, is very plush
by minivan standards and in true
Merc fashion, the V220d simply
smothers bad roads and does a great
job of not disturbing that board
meeting going on in the back.
Look at the V-class as a conventional six-seater and the price is
hard to justify when for the same
money you could get three top-end
Innova Crystas and some change. No
doubt it’s overpriced for what you
get, but it’s for what you don’t get
that you pay this eye-watering premium. There’s nothing else in the
market that offers the same mix of
prestige, luxury, flexible seating and
sheer space, which is why the
V-Class is unique.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight

SMART ACCESS
The electrically-operated sliding doors
allow the main cabin to be accessed
easily even in a tight parking spot
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Shirt and trousers, Zara;
stole, Gucci; shoes, Hush
Puppies; watch, Tissot

The
Big Bam
Theory

Shirt, Brooks Brothers;
trousers, Zara; tie,
Gucci; shoes, Unit by
Rajat Suri; watch, Tissot

most honest feedback.”
However, Bhuvan’s dad realised he
is famous when the family was mobbed
while shopping at Sarojini Market and
they had to call the cops!

What makes YouTube star
Bhuvan Bam Bollywood’s most
loved? [An HT Magazine
exclusive]. Text by Ananya
Ghosh. Photos shot exclusively
by Shivamm Paathak.

F

our years ago, Bhuvan Bam was
a college kid who had a night job
as a singer at a Mughlai restaurant in Delhi. Today, he is India’s
ﬁrst legit YouTube superstar helped by
sheer luck, “and also a lot of hard work!”
His channel BB Ki Vines (Bhuvan
Bam Ki Vines), started in 2015 and has 1.69
billion views and 13.3 million subscribers
as compared to his closest competition
Amit Bhadana’s channel with 945 million
views and 14.4 million subscribers. The
Facebook page of BB Ki Vines has nine
to 10 million unique page views a week. It
was only last year that Bhadana beat him
in the subscriber count.
But unlike his YouTube competitors, Bhuvan has diversiﬁed his content.
Besides funny videos, he is also establishing himself as a singer, actor and an
interviewer. He even collaborated with
international YouTube star Lilly Singh
last month. He acted in a short ﬁlm with
Divya Dutta called Plus Minus last year,
and recently bagged a Filmfare award for
the same.
However, between all the viral content
on the Internet, what is it about Bhuvan
that has made Bollywood sit up and take
notice of him? Karan Johar gave him a
shoutout on his Instagram page (“With
the immensely talented and hugely popular @bhuvan.bam22! Great meeting you
Bhuvan!” he wrote sharing a selﬁe) and
last month, Bhuvan and KJo shared the
stage at the YouTube Fanfest held in
Mumbai. Titu Talks, where his character Titu Mama interviews celebrities,
featured Shah Rukh Khan last December.
The start of BB Ki Vines was an instinctive reaction, not a planned one. “I
was watching the devastations of the
Kashmir ﬂoods, and a reporter was asking a local, who had just lost her house
and her son, how she was feeling. I was
stunned at the insensitivity. I did a 10-15
second satire on it and put it up on Facebook,” Bhuvan says of the popular, but
now deleted, video.
“It was just supposed to be a oneoff, but I thought of doing a few more. I
always had funny stories to tell, but my
family members never laughed at them.
So I decided to go to a different, if unsuspecting audience!” he laughs.
“At that time, Vine was a very popular video hosting service that allowed you
to post and share six-second long videos,
hence the vlog name. I thought maybe I
will change the name later. But it became
a hit and the name stuck!” he reveals.

SUBCONTINENTAL DRIFT
In the beginning, Bhuvan was lucky if
his videos got maybe 15 views. But nothing stopped him from creating more content. “Slowly, that 15 became 300,” says
Bhuvan. “Then it started becoming popular in my college. From college WhatsApp
groups, my videos travelled to other colleges, and I don’t know how, but suddenly
I became very popular in Karachi Uni-

THE MANY FACES
OF BHUVAN BAM

A list of recurring
characters that Bhuvan
has created on his channel
1. Banchod Das Chatriwala
(Bancho): BB’s best friend
and problem-creator
2. Sameer Fuddu: The
third musketeer
3. Babluji (Papa): An
innocent, middle-class
family man who always
believes his son
4. Mummy: Typical
homemaker, excitable,
attempts to excel at
speaking English
5. Titu Mama: Mummy’s
brother, a goon who
takes everyone’s case
6. Angry Masterji: Bhuvan
and Bancho’s class
teacher, whose patience
is tried by the boys’ antics
7. Hola: The villain of
the show
versity! My videos went viral in Pakistan
and Bangladesh, but, funnily enough, not
in India. India took a lot of time to warm
up to my videos!” he says.
Six months later, Bhuvan’s page hit
50,000 followers, and a friend suggested
that he shift to YouTube to earn from the
videos. Once on YouTube, the channel
became popular in India as well, earning
him one million subscribers within
seven months. This milestone continues
to be Bhuvan’s most special one.
The ﬁrst video that went viral with
an Indian audience was Valentine’s Week
Hutiyapa in 2016. “Before me, nobody
was making two to three-minute videos
in Hindi,” says Bhuvan. “People could
relate to my Delhi accent and the youth
found an instant connect with my content. That’s what made it successful.”
Despite rising to fame, Bhuvan shoots
his videos exactly the way he did when he
started. He’s a one-man army who scripts,
plays multiple characters, shoots and edits
from a small room in his house in Delhi. In
fact, he doesn’t have a team!
“My friend Rohit Raj is my manager
and business partner but the content is just
me. I still shoot with the front camera of my
phone and without a tripod, which means
that I have one free hand to act!” he grins.
It takes Bhuvan about four hours to
shoot a seven-minute video, which he edits and uploads the same day. “Over the
years, my hand has become steadier, and
the three characters I started with have
become 18!”
Bhuvan’s mother, Padma Bam,
works in a private company and his father Avnindra Bam is an ex-employee of

Styling: AVNEET CHADHA

THE BOLLYWOOD BARTER

Air India. Their son draws inspiration
from the characters he sees around him.
“My content is not really ‘parent friendly’. So for the longest time, my parents
had no clue what I did all day in my room!
My mom stumbled upon a video when her
colleagues were watching it. She took it
quite sportingly. My dad also saw the videos by accident. But today, he gives me the
■

CHANNELLING SUCCESS
Filmmaker Karan Johar recently put
out a post with the “immensely
talented” Bhuvan

The success of his videos is what has made
him ambitious. “I want to be the Dharma
productions of YouTube,” he proclaims.
“Also, I want to develop the BB universe,
like Marvel comics and DC world.”
He admits that the aim was always to
work in Bollywood. “But right now there’s
so much happening on YouTube that I am
deﬁnitely not waiting for Bollywood!”
Bollywood might, in fact, be waiting for Bhuvan, as he learned when he
interacted with the industry. “I have realised that most Bollywood interaction
is a give-and-take deal,” says Bhuvan. “I
know they want to tap my audiences. But
through them, I can also get some visibility beyond because not everyone follows
YouTube, but Bollywood is everywhere!”
Bhuvan’s brand of comedy might be
in the same vein as that of Kapil Sharma’s
– both are a bit rough around the edges
and target the Hindi-speaking audience.
But his channel is more socially aware,
even with its humour that often trembles
on the brink of crass. “If I make a video on
the obsession with fair skin, it’s because
I’ve seen it. I don’t pick a topic just because
it is trending,” Bhuvan says.

BANKING ON THE TUBE
For ﬁrst generation stars like Bhuvan,
life is an everyday hustle. “Some ideas
work, some don’t. You learn from your
mistakes,” he says.
Clearly he either hasn’t made many
mistakes, or he’s learned his lessons
well, because Bhuvan earns very well.
“I understood the ﬁnancial potential
of YouTube when I got my ﬁrst pay

CONTENT
CLICHÉS
4
THAT SHOULD
DISAPPEAR IN 2019
1. Social media challenges.
Kiki challenge, 10 year
challenge, ice bucket
challenge… it is
getting boring!
2. Bollywood remixes. You are
repackaging the same stuff
and serving it as new!
3. The ‘this versus that’ videos.
Desi vs. videsi, expectation
vs. reality.
4. The Taimur madness. Taimur
is cute. But so is your kid,
your neighbour’s kid… uspe
thoda dhyan de do (focus
on him)!
cheque,” he says. “I used to play at a
Mughlai restaurant in Delhi for four
hours every day and would get ₹3,000 at
the end of the month. My ﬁrst YouTube
pay cheque was for ₹20,000. I had two
lakh subscribers then. That’s when I
decided this is what I want to do. Since I
work alone, the entire amount goes into
my pocket!” he laughs. He is quick to add
you can’t rely solely on YouTube.
“Their algorithm is too complex.
The main source of income for YouTubers is brand endorsements and sponsorship,” he says. In the last three years,
Bhuvan has done 30 endorsements.
“There were nearly 300 offers, but I
choose brands that go with my content,”
he says. Still, he knows that his earnings
will never rival those of a Bollywood

star. “Our income is not even close to
that,” he exclaims. “You can’t compare
10 years of YouTube with 150 years of
Bollywood. We are just starting off. But
give us three years, and YouTube will
give Bollywood tough competition!”

LIFE ON SNOOZE
Bhuvan believes he’d never become a
star if he’d thought out a strategy. “You
can never plan a viral video,” he points
out. “Also, I didn’t start to make money. I
started because I had a joke that I wanted
to share. Even now, that has not changed.
While coming up in the elevator right
now, I got an idea and I am waiting for this
interview to end so I can write it down!”
But surely, he does feel some pressure to create content? “When I feel the
pressure of a deadline approaching, I just
go to sleep!” he laughs. “I can’t work on
deadlines.When I don’t put out videos, I
admit to my followers that I was not able
to come up with good content. I can’t put
out substandard stuff.”
This attitude means that Bhuvan feels
no social media fatigue. “I keep in mind that
my audience’s lives don’t revolve around BB
Ki Vines,” he says. “The best part of working on social media is even if you mess up,
you can put up something next week.”
With 10 minutes of putting up a video on BB Ki Vines, Bhuvan gets around
2,50,000 views. But this fanbase needs to
be carefully cultivated and maintained.
“When I put out a video, I make sure
that for the next 45 minutes I reply to all
the comments. You need to build a rapport with the viewers,” he says.
Although in some of his previous interviews he has spoken about his fear on
fading out, today he seems more positive
about his upward graph. “I am going to get
higher and higher,” he says conﬁdently.
ananya.ghosh@htlive.com
Follow @Ananya1281 on Twitter

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and dancer

Nora Fatehi
DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

PLACE OF BIRTH

February 6

Aquarius

Toronto

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

FIRST BREAK

Westview Centennial Secondary School/
York University, Toronto

Roar: Tigers of the Sundarbans (2014)

What’s the best and worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best thing is, being able to
express yourself artistically in
many forms. The worst thing is
that it can be quite a struggle
to make your mark in the
industry.
One Bollywood actress whose
style you admire...?
Sonam Kapoor.
And an actor you had a crush
on while growing up...?
Hrithik Roshan. He looks like a
Greek God!
What’s the one item number
you wish you had done?
Laila Main Laila from Raees
(2017).

Photo: Archi Bora
Styling: Leepakshi
Ellawadi
Make-up and hair:
Marcelo Pedrozo

Outfit, Caroline Bibawi;
ring, Valentini Largo
Carducci; earring, Diosa
by Darshan Dave

bio be?
I’ll make you laugh your
head off !
And who would you swipe
right for?
Ryan Gosling!
The ﬁrst thing you do in bed
when you wake up...?
Check my phone.
And the last thing…?
Say a small prayer.
You de-stress by…?
Dancing.
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh

According to you, which
dance form is the sexiest?
Belly dancing.
List three qualities you look
for in a man.
He should be charming, hardworking and respectful.

Shirt and shoes, Unit
by Rajat Suri; coat,
waistcoat and
trousers, Arrow; tie,
Sacoor Brothers;
pocket Square, Kenzo;
watch, Tissot

Location courtesy:
The Leela Palace,
New Delhi

What gets you in the mood
for love?
When I am in a good headspace.

Art direction:
Amit Malik
Make-up and hair:
Artistry by Anjali Jain

And one relationship rule
that you always follow is...?
If the man doesn’t show respect
or put in an effort, I don’t
entertain him.

My Favourites
CITY: Dubai
SONG: 7 rings by Ariana Grande
BOOK: Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
STREET FOOD: Hot dogs
FILM: The Heat (2013)
DESTINATION: Morocco

What would your Tinder
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Istruggledto
breakthe
stereotype:
MaanviGagroo

After playing
minor roles in No
One Killed
Jessica (2011)
and PK (2014),
Maanvi Gagroo
went to do web
shows which
catapulted her to
fame
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MAANVIGAGROO

Sangeeta Yadav

T

Lupita Nyong'o
(extreme left)
wrote about her
experience with
Harvey Weinstein,
in October 2017
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/

PHOTO: CHRI
STOPHER
SMITH/AP

ctor Anthony Rapp says
he was inspired to speak
out against actor Kevin
Spacey after he read
actor Lupita Nyong’o’s
moving first person account
about Harvey Weinstein.
Weinstein, once a powerful
Hollywood producer, fell
spectacularly from grace after
multiple women, including
actors Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Angelina Jolie,
and Nyong’o, came forward to
allege him of sexual
harassment. Allegations
against Weinstein sparked the
#MeToo movement in
Hollywood, inspiring others to
share their stories of sexual
harassment. Rapp, who was
first to speak out against
Spacey, says he was initially
not sure about coming forward
but once he read the account
by Nyong’o, he changed his
mind.
“I was following along with
the Harvey Weinstein stories
to some degree, but I wasn’t,
like, diving into them. … And I
hadn’t yet really made the
connection for myself. Lupita
Nyong’o wrote a first person
piece in The New York Times

A

REUTERSP

about her experience with
Harvey. And as they go, she
was pretty fortunate in that
she was able to avoid the worst
of it, but she wrote so
beautifully and eloquently
about what experience was
like for her... Coupled with it
was the knowledge that that
had been going on for decades
to so many people, and that I
knew for a fact several people
in my own circle who had had
experiences with Kevin
Spacey, that it was like that
was when the penny dropped,
and I had to do something. It
wasn’t about my own
experience, it really was not
about airing out my own
laundry... I thought that would
be the only way that we could
stop him,” Rapp said on a
podcast.
Other people soon came
forward against Spacey,
leading to the him being
kicked out of House of Cards.
and All the Money in the
World. Rapp says he is happy
that Spacey is no longer in the
position to abuse others. “He
won’t be in a position of
power..., where he can do
PTI
things,” he said.

Musicians will
become bigger
than actors:
Jubin Nautiyal

Samarth Goyal
inger Jubin Nautiyal
feels that the future will
be better for musicians,
thanks to the umpteen
platforms available in the
virtual world. “I am sure that
right now many musicians
can foresee a sort of money
issue (in terms of revenue
from streaming platforms),
but I have a very different
prediction about the

S

I am not one of those actors who stepped into
films through TV, says Chahat Khanna
Rishabh Suri
issing from showbiz for
some time now, actor
Chahat Khanna is raring
to get back into the groove. She
has signed the Bollywood film
Prasthaanam, in which she
plays actor Sanjay Dutt’s
daughter.
On what her role is all
about, she tells us, “It’s one of
the most important characters
in the film. Manisha (Koirala,
actor) is playing an important
character, and so is (actor) Ali
Fazal, who plays my brother.
The film revolves around all of
us. It’s a big-budget political
drama that will release this
summer. Our fingers are
crossed.”
Currently, Chahat is
juggling a lot of things, apart
from this film, such as “being
an entrepreneur”, and also
taking care of her two
daughters, Zohar and Amaira.
Doesn’t it get tough managing
all these things as a single

M
Chahat
Khanna
shot to
fame with
the show
Bade
Achhe
Lagte Hain
HT PHOTO

Joel Edgerton to star
in a web drama
ctor-director Joel
Edgerton has boarded the
cast of Barry Jenkins’
web series The Underground
Railroad. The 44-year-old joins
actors Thuso Mbedu, Chase W
Dillon, and Aaron Pierre in the
project, which is an adaptation
of Colson Whitehead’s book of
the same name, according to
Variety.
The 11-episode series will
follow young Cora’s (Mbedu)
journey as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom.

A

After escaping her Georgia
plantation for the rumoured
Underground Railroad, Cora
discovers no mere metaphor,
but an actual railroad full of
engineers and conductors, and
a secret network of tracks and
tunnels beneath the ground.
Edgerton, who starred and
directed in Boy Erased (2018)
will portray Ridgeway, a slave
catcher. Jenkins will be
directing all the episodes and
will also executive produce the
project.
PTI

Joel Edgerton

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

mother? “It’s very difficult.
But my elder daughter is a big
helping hand. She’s two-and-ahalf, and Amaira is one-and-ahalf. It gets tough at times, and
I feel I can’t do this. But it’s all
happening. Unless someone
asks me the question how
difficult it is, I don’t realise it,”
says Chahat.
The actor shot to fame with
the show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain, but left the show midway
due to personal reasons. On
whether she is looking
forward to get back into TV,
she says, “Leaving the show
was my decision. I can’t say
that I don’t want to do TV. It
has given me all the fame I
have currently. I can’t
think about not doing TV
at all. I don’t want to be
called the film star who
stepped into films after
using TV as a stepping
stone. I am not one of
them. Why can’t I do films,
ads, and TV all together?”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

times when you have so much
work and a lot of stuff
happening, so the struggle is to
maintain your sanity and keep
yourself rooted,” she says.
For her, working on TV was
never an option as she couldn’t
connect with the TV’s style of
storytelling. “It was a
conscious choice to stay away
from TV because the kind of
content that was on TV, I
couldn’t connect to and
personally didn’t want to be a
part of,” she explains.
It was then that the digital
platform became the stepping
stone for budding artists like
her to carve a niche for
themselves. “There is so much
of variety and a whole gamut of
different topics that people are
thinking to get their teeth into.
It’s a great thing to be busy and
to be able to harness whatever
you have been wanting to
show for such a long time,”
Maanvi says.
She adds, “As you grow in
your personal life and the kind
of experiences you have had
working on different roles and
with different people, you are
bound to evolve and it’s bound
to show in your performance as
well.”

he instant fame and
recognition one gets from
the web has changed the
lives of many actors who were
struggling to get significant
roles in films. And so is the case
with actor Maanvi Gagroo, who
after playing minor roles in No
One Killed Jessica (2011) and
PK (2014), made a shift to web
and became one of the first
female stars of the digital
platform.
“I don’t think there is a
single actor who doesn’t want
to do films. But the kind of roles
I was getting were the ones that
I didn’t want to do for various
reasons. There is a lot of
stereotyping as well that
happens as per your looks and
the roles you played in the
past,” Maanvi says.
It was a constant struggle for
her to break the stereotype due
to her being overweight and
chirpy. “As an actor, we go
through different phases of
struggle. Sometimes it is about
finding the right kind of work,
sometimes to say no to the kind
of work you don’t want to do.
The struggle is to break out
from whatever you think isn’t
working for you. There are

Singer Jubin Nautiyal’s
single Chitthi has
crossed the 27 million
mark on YouTube

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

future of the music
industry,” says Jubin.
“I think the internet is
going to become even bigger
than what it is right now.
When that happens, this
country will have multiple
mega stars [from the music
industry]. In about five years,
I think that musicians will
become really big stars, so
much so that they might get
bigger than acting
celebrities,” gushes Jubin,
who recently released
his independent
single Chitthi, which
has crossed 27 million
hits ever since its
release on YouTube.
The 29-year-old isn’t
making a prediction “just
like that” and feels there are
many reasons why he feels
his prediction will be correct.
“I think right now we are
using only 30% of the
internet. Once it gets bigger,
then imagine [its impact, as]
we are a country of 1.3 billion
people. We (musicians) will
have that many listeners,
who will have access to
internet, and will listen to
music,” he says.
And Jubin feels the day he
envisions is not far. “Even
now, we are getting a bigger
reach, and touching more
lives (with our music). We
have more fans, we are
making more music and
more music is being
consumed right now. That’s
why, according to me, we are
going to be in a very good
place in the future. There is
going to be everything for
everyone,” he concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo
reunite for a comedy film
merican actors Kristen
Wiig and Annie Mumolo,
who penned the Oscarnominated script of the
romantic-comedy film
Bridesmaids (2011), are
teaming up for another
comedy film, Barb and Star Go
to Vista Del Mar.
Wiig and Mumolo will cowrite and co-star in the
upcoming film, which
will be directed by
Josh Greenbaum,
reported Variety.
“I’m so excited
to be a part of
this movie
which showcases
Kristen and Annie’s
original, fresh and
undeniably hilarious voice in
spades. I’m also always
looking for projects with titles
that rhyme, so it really all
worked out on this one,”
Greenbaum said.

A

The story focuses on two
best friends — Barb and Star
(played by Wiig and Mumolo)
— who leave their small midwestern town for the first time
to go on vacation in Vista Del
Mar, Florida. They soon find
themselves tangled up in
adventure, love and a villain’s
evil plot to kill everyone in
town.
Apart from this, Wiig will be
next seen as Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 1984 and in
Where’d You Go, Bernadette.
Mumolo most recently
wrote the story for David O
Russell’s 2015 movie Joy,
based on the life of Joy
Mangano, starring actor
Jennifer Lawrence.
On the acting front, Mumolo
starred in a regular comedy
series, About a Boy. She also
featured in This is 40 (2012),
Afternoon Delight (2013), Bad
Moms (2016), and The Boss

Kristen Wiig (left) and Annie
Mumolo (above) will co-write
and co-star in the upcoming film
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK

(2016).
Barb and Star Go to Vista
Del Mar is expected to release
in 2020.

ANI
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PEOPLECRITICISEYOU
FORHAVINGAN
OPINION...
Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion

PHOTO:

... Says actor Sonam K Ahuja, although
that won’t deter her from voicing hers

APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/

HOUSE OF
PIXELS

Pooja Sharma
ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces
in our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film.
It is a complete commercial
film. I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked
with. Dulquer (Salmaan) is
super-cute and a great actor.
So, I am super-excited.

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on
my plate. I enjoy fashion and I
like wearing it. But, I don’t
think I’ve the knowledge to
dictate terms on fashion.
But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.
Any plans of debuting in the
digital space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be
foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In

India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But,

AyushmannKhurranaisgladthat
hisfilmsgo‘beyondborders’
Rishabh Suri
e’s having a dream run
at the box office. His last
two films — Andhadhun
and Badhaai Ho — have
garnered critical and
commercial acclaim. And
Ayushmann Khurrana’s
popularity is travelling
beyond borders along with his
films. Andhadhun has neared
the ₹250-crore mark at the
Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for him,
he tells us, “It is a huge
feat for me, and a great
achievement. There’s
validation that the scripts
I am choosing are not just
resonating with the masses in
India but also internationally.
This shows that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and has an
international appeal. I feel
acknowledged. Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise is
that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when
he got the news about the

H

release in China. “I was not
thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one
of the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations
for sure. I was, in fact, not
thinking at all about the
Chinese release or how it
would fare there. It’s like a
great, happy surprise,” he
says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article
15, in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,
in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and
it is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and elaborates
on what he keeps in mind
when choosing a script, “The
only thing I care for is that the
script has to be normal and
should have no reference
point in either Hindi or
international cinema.” “So I
am glad to be

getting scripts which are
unique, and which resonate
with the masses... either
about breaking a taboo or
dealing with social stigmas.
These kind of scripts appeal to
me.”
When in showbiz, it’s easy
to give in to the notion that
‘box office is the only king’.
But, not for Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do
‘middle of the road cinema’,
which is a great combination
of commerce and content. I
just follow my heart and gut
every single time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says. When asked,
Ayushmann, who sings, does
live shows and writes poems,
says, “I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of now, it’s
a lot of fun to be just a
performer!”

eventually it will be the only
source of entertainment and
why not? I don’t mind being
the first one to jump on the
bandwagon.

You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a
better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,
degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental disorders...”.
In response, according to
Pinkvilla, an official
spokesperson from the film’s
production house has
explained that the film, in
fact, inspires everyone to
accept the distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
making a larger point.

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

Actor Timothy
Olyphant

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

ctor Timothy
Olyphant has said he
had a great time
working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on
Quentin Tarantino’s
upcoming film Once Upon
a Time in Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing
Link. “We just met on the film,

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

Summers are all about
them beach bods!
Setting goals with her
Instagram post is
actor Mandira Bedi,
who was seen chillin’
in Goa recently.

PHOTO: HTCS

T
Late actor Luke Perry
PHOTO: CHRIS PIZZELLO/INVISION/AP

but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would look
at each other and we both had
the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

PTI

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

A

Taylor Swift

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MANDIRABEDI

Timothywillmiss
‘lovelyguy’Luke
Perry

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Caught
on Insta

PHOTO: CHARLES
SYKES/INVISION/AP

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
e
issue and require time
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green
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TOFEED OR NOT TO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society in
Mumbai fined a woman
resident ₹3.6 lakh for
feeding stray dogs in the
society premises. A few days
earlier, a fight between two
residents of a posh Gurgaon
society got ugly and physical,
when one objected to the other
feeding stray dogs. When the
news was being narrated in
the news meeting, my boss
shook his head and said,
“Mark my words, the next civil
war will be fought between
animal lovers and those who
they think cause nuisance.”
The word play may have been
extreme, but what he said
comes from a deep sense of
understanding of a societal
problem that’s growing at an
alarming rate. Well, just as the
number of stray dogs in India
— 30 million, as per a 2016
report published in
Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

S

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

Reese embraces her grey
hair and fine lines
The actor says
she feels like
she has earned
them and they
signify her
maturity and
point of view
ctor-filmmaker Reese
Witherspoon, who
recently celebrated her
43rd birthday, has
opened up about getting older
and embracing this new phase
of life.
Stating that she prefers
being a 43-year-old woman
with grey hair and fine lines,
the actor says, “I just feel like
I earned that grey hair and my
fine lines. I like ‘em. I so
prefer 43 to 25.”
“I have a point of view
because I’ve been on this
planet for 43 years, and I
didn’t feel that same way
when I was 25. I didn’t have
the same things to say. I’m 43
and I’ve had a whole bunch of
experiences, and I can speak
with thoughtfulness about the
changes I’d like to see in the
world,” People quoted an
extract from Witherspoon’s
recent interview with Allure.
While she happily
embraces her grey hair, when
it comes to keeping her blond
locks golden yellow and
shiny, the Big Little Lies actor
relies on her go-to colourist of
15 years, Lorri Goddard.

PHOTO: HILARY
BRONWYN
GAYLE/AP

A
humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni
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the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.

“It takes three hours to
have my highlights done, no
joke. I go every seven or eight
weeks. I’m starting to get grey
around the edges of my
hairline. Lorri doesn’t like to
call them greys, though. She
says they’re ‘hyper-blondes’,”
the Home Again (2017) actor
ANI
shares.

...I didn’t feel that
same way when I was
25. I’m 43 and I’ve had
a whole bunch of
experiences, and
I can speak with
thoughtfulness about
the changes I’d like to
see in the world.
REESE WITHERSPOON
ACTOR-FILMMAKER

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a

A

single dad who loses his home
to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the

situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re
all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

Clint Eastwood’s
last film was
2018’s The Mule
PHOTO: CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is
determined to throw a
festival for his island
community”. Rihanna plays
his girlfriend and musical
inspiration Kofi Novia.
Glover’s younger brother
Stephen has written the
screenplay for the
PTI
film.

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island
PHOTO: JOEL C
RYAN/AP

Clint may direct film
on wrongly accused
security guard
eteran actor-filmmaker
Clint Eastwood might
direct The Ballad of
Richard Jewell, a look at a
security guard whose life gets
turned upside down after
media reports identified him as
a possible suspect in the 1996
Atlanta Olympics bombing.
Actors Jonah Hill and
Leonardo DiCaprio will no
longer appear in the movie.
Their involvement will be
limited to producing the film,
reports Variety magazine.
Eastwood circled the project
several years ago before opting
to direct the
2016 drama Sully. Director
Ezra Edelman was last
person to consider the
project. Captain Phillips (2013)
screenwriter Billy Ray is
writing the script, which
will be based on a Marie
Brenner article in Vanity Fair.

V

RICHARD JEWELL
HAD REPORTED ON A
BOMB AT THE 1996
ATLANTA OLYMPICS,
ONLY TO FIND
HIMSELF SUSPECTED
AS PART OF THE PLOT
Jewell reported on the
knapsack bomb at the
1996 Summer Games and
helped clear bystanders — only
to find himself
suspected of being involved
in the plot.
He was cleared as a
suspect three months later and
died in 2007 of a heart attack at
the age of 44.
IANS
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INDULGE

IN FULL BLOOM
Washington is also a centre of
Sakura, and the US declares
National Cherry Blossom Festival
around the same time as Japan

■

THIRD WORLD PROBLEMS
It took 90 minutes to clear immigration
at Dulles Airport because most
counters were unmanned

■
■

DESI IN DC
Rasika in Washington serves
modern Indian food and is
brimming with people

Photo: SHUTTERSTOCK

■

ON SUNDAY

Washington Diary

INDIAN FOOD may not be as big in America as it is in England, but with

new developments on the Indian restaurants’ block, that is sure to change

RUDE TRAVEL

Vir Sanghvi

W

hen Air India first introduced its non-stop flights to
America, I thought they
were the height of glamour.
I remember flying to New York on a
flight that had Pranab Mukherjee (then
India’s foreign minister), Shabana
Azmi and various other famous figures.
Slowly, Air India began to fly to
more American destinations and bit by
bit, I took those flights too: Chicago and
then San Francisco. Admittedly, they
were not so glamorous now: First Class
had shrunk from a full cabin to a single
row and few foreigners took the flights,
so they were really NRI Expresses. But
I liked them anyway.
So it was no surprise that when I
had to go to Washington DC last week, I
picked the Air India non-stop. Sadly, it
turned out to be among the worst nonstop long-haul flights I have taken in a
long time.
It wasn’t Air India’s fault. Ground
handling at Delhi was outstanding but
everyone had been stymied by the ban
on over-flights over Pakistan territory.
This meant our plane had to take a
longer, circuitous route, which in turn
meant that the aircraft would not
have the fuel capacity to do DelhiWashington non-stop. So the flight
was diverted to Mumbai for refuelling (three hours) and then delayed
on the ground there because of
heavy winds.
When
we
finally
reached
Washington DC, I had been in the aircraft for close to 25 hours. Worse was to
follow. About the only thing that Donald
Trump says that I agree with is that the
US has third world airports. There

were around 1,500 people packed into
the arrivals hall at Dulles Airport and
only a few officers to handle them.
(Seventy per cent of immigration
desks were unmanned.) So, that took
another 90 minutes or so.
By the time I collapsed into my
room at the very elegant St. Regis, I
was totally exhausted but still alert
enough to wonder if I should keep taking non-stop long-haul flights.
My guess is: no.
I have been to DC several times
before. It is a charming town but it
lacks the beating heart of New York
City. You are always aware that exciting things are happening nearby.
Donald Trump was probably sitting
down to compose a semi-literate tweet
as I drove into the city. But unless you
are an insider, none of this means very
much to the casual visitor. You can
watch it just as well on CNN in Delhi as
you can in DC.
But Washington can be full of surprises. At around this time of year, all
of Japan goes officially crazy because
the cherry blossom trees bloom (they
call them Sakura). This is such a big
event that you have to book your flights
and your hotels months in advance.
What I did not realise was that
Washington is also a centre of Sakura.
Each year, at around the same time as
Japan, the US declares a National
Cherry Blossom festival.
I was lucky enough to land just as
the Sakura was blooming and the city
was full of the white flowers. Even
outside the St. Regis, three Sakura
■

SOUTHERN SPECIAL
DC Dosa is a popular outlet in
Union Market

trees blazed away. I have never seen
Washington look so beautiful.
The trees, it turns out, were gifted
to Washington by the Mayor of Tokyo
in the early part of the 20th century
(long before Fat Man and Little Boy)
and have quickly become an integral
part of the DC scene. Unlike the
Japanese, however, Americans do not
treat the Sakura with much reverence
and the blooming of the cherry blossoms is more about partying.
As you probably know, Indian food
is not as big in America as it is in
England. There are, as far as I know, no
Michelin-star Indian restaurants in DC
and the average citizen is less familiar
with Indian food than say, the average
New Yorker.
So I was pleased to see when I went
to Union Market, a development that
houses many street stalls and tiny
gourmet operations, that among the
more popular outlets was DC Dosa.
This was a small counter, run (when I
went) by two Latina women which
served dosas, chilas and uttapams. It
was described as home-style Indian
food but neither the ladies making the
dosas nor the people ordering them
were Indian.
This pleased me enormously.
Indian food will never hit the mainstream till it goes totally international.
The guys at the pizza stand next door in
Union Market were not Italians. So
why should the dosa ladies be Indians?
Washington does have top Indian
places frequented by the high and
mighty. Nearly two decades ago, I went
to The Bombay Club because I was told
that the Clintons went there. The food
was pretty awful so I concluded that
either I had just been unlucky or that
the Clintons and I like different kinds
of food.
The same owners have since
opened two restaurants called Rasika
which have won rave reviews. Mutual
friends had told me not to let The
Bombay Club experience deter me
so I went to the original Rasika.
It is a packed restaurant (obviously they are doing very well)
that looks rather like an outlet at
an Indian five-star hotel where the F&B
manager has been asked to increase
the capacity by a third so they can
inflate revenues.
Service was smart and efficient (I
booked under a false name and I don’t
think I was rumbled). Some of the

■

BITE THIS!
Chutney sampler with a basket of Indian
crispies like khakra and papad at Punjab Grill

food was okay. A kind of dahi puri and
ragda pattice were fine if not great
and the coconut rice was very good. It
was the mains that let the meal down.
The vindaloo masala was okay but the
dish tasted like an assembly. The potatoes had been cooked separately and
added later. The little cocktail onions

■

FOOD WIZARD
Chef Jassi Bindra brings a new
freshness to the menu at Punjab Grill

■

ed by Zorawar Kalra, based on recipes
collected by his famous father Jiggs
Kalra. Zorawar first went into partnership with Amit Burman and Rohit
Aggarwal of Lite Bite foods and then
sold the whole operation to them.
Since then, the chain has followed a
complex, multi-pronged strategy. In what
we might call B-class locations, it sticks
to the butter chicken/black dal formula.
But it has had a remarkable (if largely
unnoticed) rise in foreign countries.

GAME CHANGERS
Amit Burman and Rohit Aggarwal (right),
directors of Lite Bite foods

that distinguish Urbano Rego’s vindaloos in Goa had been replaced by large
pickled onions that completely
destroyed the flavour of the vindaloo.
I was suspicious of a purdah biryani
because it didn’t taste right, but I
don’t know enough about the process
to tell whether this was a tawa biryani
that had been shoe-horned later into a
dum vessel.
The service, on the other hand,
was first rate. The manager saw that
I had barely touched the main courses, and when the bill came they had
removed both the biryani and the
vindaloo.
Perhaps I am just unlucky or the
hype surrounding Rasika is overblown.
Either way, I don’t think I will find out.
I shall not be trying it again.
Punjab Grill is an Indian chain start-

The Punjab Grill in Singapore’s
Marina Bay Sands is hugely upmarket,
in keeping with the location. The one
in Bangkok sticks to more traditional
Indian food but it is a quantum leap
from anything the brand has done in
India. In Abu Dhabi, it is located at the
Ritz Carlton and run to Ritz standards.
The Washington DC outpost has
just opened (and was jam-packed the
night I went) and along with Karan
Singh, their partner in America, it is
clear that Burman and Aggarwal are
going for broke. It is an expensivelydesigned restaurant with artisanal
handmade decorative windows, walls
and a decadently gorgeous private dining room that is clearly based on the
mirror room at Amber Fort.
The idea is to combine this
super upmarket, artisanally Indian

■

UPMARKET APPEAL
Punjab Grill in DC has been designed with
artisanal handmade decorative windows
and walls

decor with food that is modern and
sophisticated. A starter plate of golgappas was filled with two spheres
of fruit flavour. The haleem was
made with venison giving it a depth
that goat meat often lacks. There
was fresh buratta with Indian spiced
tomatoes. A plate of pickled vegetables had just the right amount of
sourness. A chutney sampler came
with a basket of Indian crispies:
slices of khakras, papads, shreds of
paper dosas and more.
There were all the luxury touches. Some dishes had white truffles
on them. There was even an elaborately constructed Indian answer to
Peking Duck. A caviar service
looked great and used white
makhan to a devastating effect rather than the usual sour cream. All
this was lubricated by two excellent
sommeliers who swung from
Burgundy to California to Italy
to Champagne.
Judged purely as a modern
Indian restaurant with classic, formal service (sauces poured from little boats etc.), this is far ahead of
those London restaurants that try
and do the same thing. Plus, there is
a boldness to the menu which seems
to come from the young chef, Jassi,
who has incorporated many of partner Karan Singh’s ideas. As a consequence, the food has a freshness
about it that most upmarket Indian
restaurants lack, especially abroad.
Who would have thought it? All
this while, we watched Rohit and
Amit and Lite Bite expand all over
India. But while we weren’t looking,
they managed to create what could
soon become the finest global chain
of upmarket Indian restaurants.

The On-Road Conference Room
THE V-CLASS is the most luxurious MPV you can buy and is aimed

at those who like to travel in a group, but in style
Businesses are growing, people
are on the move, and the need to
travel in style and comfort has never
been greater. But does that justify
the rather steep asking price of ~
81.9 lakh for a minivan, even if it’s
got a three-pointed star on its grille?
Let’s see how far your money goes.

V FOR VAST

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

That this minivan has not-so-mini
proportions is immediately obvious
the moment you come within five

feet of it. This is a massive vehicle in
every dimension, which – along with
the price – sets it a class apart. In
fact, the slab-like proportions, towering height and flattish body panels
gives the V-Class commercial vehicle connotations, which (for obvious
reasons) Mercedes has tried to mask
with a smart set of alloy wheels, and
glossy metallic paint. The good thing
is that it’s got a nose that could
belong to any Merc. The front end
with the nicely-detailed headlights,

sculpted bumpers and large grille is
what elevates the V-Class’ image.
The six-seater version I am testing here (there is a cheaper sevenseater version as well) is more for
personal and corporate use and is
aimed at CEOs and large families. So
is the V-Class versatile enough to
switch between the boardroom and
family room? The main cabin can be
easily accessed even in a tight parking spot thanks to the electricallyoperated sliding doors that open
wide. The flat floor and massive
amount of headroom make it convenient for passengers to move around
in the cabin, and the seats them-

selves have generous amounts of
travel. The pair of middle row seats
can be turned around to face the
third row – an ideal configuration
when conducting meetings on the
move. There are individual fold-out
trays that can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a
mini conference table.
As a family car or luxury peoplemover, the V-Class is best used with
all three rows facing the direction of
travel. However, rotating the middle
row of seats by 180 degrees is a cumbersome process and the easiest
thing to do is send the car to the
dealer where a trained technician
can switch the seats around in a jiffy.

NOTHING QUITE LIKE IT

M

ercedes-Benz
has
always had its eye on
the luxury end of the
Indian minivan market,
which is still an empty niche. After
unsuccessful attempts with the
MB100 minivan and R-Class MPV in
the past, Mercedes is having another
dogged crack at this elusive segment
with the massive V-Class minivan.
Will it be third time lucky this time
round? Can Mercedes make its latest
minivan stick in a segment that has
eluded the company all these years?

■

Driving this 5.1 metre long minivan
isn’t as intimidating as I thought,
thanks to the lofty driving position
that gives you a great view out and
the light controls, which make it
quite easy to handle. In India,
the V-Class is offered
only with the V220d
variant and that
means it gets
the old school
2.1-litre diesel, which is
quite gruff

■

MEETING ON THE MOVE
The fold-out trays can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a mini
conference table!

and not as refined as the latest Merc
engines. It’s not very powerful either
and with only 163hp on tap to pull a
3.1-ton vehicle, performance is modest at best.
The ride, however, is very plush
by minivan standards and in true
Merc fashion, the V220d simply
smothers bad roads and does a great
job of not disturbing that board
meeting going on in the back.
Look at the V-class as a conventional six-seater and the price is
hard to justify when for the same
money you could get three top-end
Innova Crystas and some change. No
doubt it’s overpriced for what you
get, but it’s for what you don’t get
that you pay this eye-watering premium. There’s nothing else in the
market that offers the same mix of
prestige, luxury, flexible seating and
sheer space, which is why the
V-Class is unique.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight

SMART ACCESS
The electrically-operated sliding doors
allow the main cabin to be accessed
easily even in a tight parking spot
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Shirt and trousers, Zara;
stole, Gucci; shoes, Hush
Puppies; watch, Tissot

The
Big Bam
Theory

Shirt, Brooks Brothers;
trousers, Zara; tie,
Gucci; shoes, Unit by
Rajat Suri; watch, Tissot

most honest feedback.”
However, Bhuvan’s dad realised he
is famous when the family was mobbed
while shopping at Sarojini Market and
they had to call the cops!

What makes YouTube star
Bhuvan Bam Bollywood’s most
loved? [An HT Magazine
exclusive]. Text by Ananya
Ghosh. Photos shot exclusively
by Shivamm Paathak.

F

our years ago, Bhuvan Bam was
a college kid who had a night job
as a singer at a Mughlai restaurant in Delhi. Today, he is India’s
ﬁrst legit YouTube superstar helped by
sheer luck, “and also a lot of hard work!”
His channel BB Ki Vines (Bhuvan
Bam Ki Vines), started in 2015 and has 1.69
billion views and 13.3 million subscribers
as compared to his closest competition
Amit Bhadana’s channel with 945 million
views and 14.4 million subscribers. The
Facebook page of BB Ki Vines has nine
to 10 million unique page views a week. It
was only last year that Bhadana beat him
in the subscriber count.
But unlike his YouTube competitors, Bhuvan has diversiﬁed his content.
Besides funny videos, he is also establishing himself as a singer, actor and an
interviewer. He even collaborated with
international YouTube star Lilly Singh
last month. He acted in a short ﬁlm with
Divya Dutta called Plus Minus last year,
and recently bagged a Filmfare award for
the same.
However, between all the viral content
on the Internet, what is it about Bhuvan
that has made Bollywood sit up and take
notice of him? Karan Johar gave him a
shoutout on his Instagram page (“With
the immensely talented and hugely popular @bhuvan.bam22! Great meeting you
Bhuvan!” he wrote sharing a selﬁe) and
last month, Bhuvan and KJo shared the
stage at the YouTube Fanfest held in
Mumbai. Titu Talks, where his character Titu Mama interviews celebrities,
featured Shah Rukh Khan last December.
The start of BB Ki Vines was an instinctive reaction, not a planned one. “I
was watching the devastations of the
Kashmir ﬂoods, and a reporter was asking a local, who had just lost her house
and her son, how she was feeling. I was
stunned at the insensitivity. I did a 10-15
second satire on it and put it up on Facebook,” Bhuvan says of the popular, but
now deleted, video.
“It was just supposed to be a oneoff, but I thought of doing a few more. I
always had funny stories to tell, but my
family members never laughed at them.
So I decided to go to a different, if unsuspecting audience!” he laughs.
“At that time, Vine was a very popular video hosting service that allowed you
to post and share six-second long videos,
hence the vlog name. I thought maybe I
will change the name later. But it became
a hit and the name stuck!” he reveals.

SUBCONTINENTAL DRIFT
In the beginning, Bhuvan was lucky if
his videos got maybe 15 views. But nothing stopped him from creating more content. “Slowly, that 15 became 300,” says
Bhuvan. “Then it started becoming popular in my college. From college WhatsApp
groups, my videos travelled to other colleges, and I don’t know how, but suddenly
I became very popular in Karachi Uni-

THE MANY FACES
OF BHUVAN BAM

A list of recurring
characters that Bhuvan
has created on his channel
1. Banchod Das Chatriwala
(Bancho): BB’s best friend
and problem-creator
2. Sameer Fuddu: The
third musketeer
3. Babluji (Papa): An
innocent, middle-class
family man who always
believes his son
4. Mummy: Typical
homemaker, excitable,
attempts to excel at
speaking English
5. Titu Mama: Mummy’s
brother, a goon who
takes everyone’s case
6. Angry Masterji: Bhuvan
and Bancho’s class
teacher, whose patience
is tried by the boys’ antics
7. Hola: The villain of
the show
versity! My videos went viral in Pakistan
and Bangladesh, but, funnily enough, not
in India. India took a lot of time to warm
up to my videos!” he says.
Six months later, Bhuvan’s page hit
50,000 followers, and a friend suggested
that he shift to YouTube to earn from the
videos. Once on YouTube, the channel
became popular in India as well, earning
him one million subscribers within
seven months. This milestone continues
to be Bhuvan’s most special one.
The ﬁrst video that went viral with
an Indian audience was Valentine’s Week
Hutiyapa in 2016. “Before me, nobody
was making two to three-minute videos
in Hindi,” says Bhuvan. “People could
relate to my Delhi accent and the youth
found an instant connect with my content. That’s what made it successful.”
Despite rising to fame, Bhuvan shoots
his videos exactly the way he did when he
started. He’s a one-man army who scripts,
plays multiple characters, shoots and edits
from a small room in his house in Delhi. In
fact, he doesn’t have a team!
“My friend Rohit Raj is my manager
and business partner but the content is just
me. I still shoot with the front camera of my
phone and without a tripod, which means
that I have one free hand to act!” he grins.
It takes Bhuvan about four hours to
shoot a seven-minute video, which he edits and uploads the same day. “Over the
years, my hand has become steadier, and
the three characters I started with have
become 18!”
Bhuvan’s mother, Padma Bam,
works in a private company and his father Avnindra Bam is an ex-employee of

Styling: AVNEET CHADHA

THE BOLLYWOOD BARTER

Air India. Their son draws inspiration
from the characters he sees around him.
“My content is not really ‘parent friendly’. So for the longest time, my parents
had no clue what I did all day in my room!
My mom stumbled upon a video when her
colleagues were watching it. She took it
quite sportingly. My dad also saw the videos by accident. But today, he gives me the
■

CHANNELLING SUCCESS
Filmmaker Karan Johar recently put
out a post with the “immensely
talented” Bhuvan

The success of his videos is what has made
him ambitious. “I want to be the Dharma
productions of YouTube,” he proclaims.
“Also, I want to develop the BB universe,
like Marvel comics and DC world.”
He admits that the aim was always to
work in Bollywood. “But right now there’s
so much happening on YouTube that I am
deﬁnitely not waiting for Bollywood!”
Bollywood might, in fact, be waiting for Bhuvan, as he learned when he
interacted with the industry. “I have realised that most Bollywood interaction
is a give-and-take deal,” says Bhuvan. “I
know they want to tap my audiences. But
through them, I can also get some visibility beyond because not everyone follows
YouTube, but Bollywood is everywhere!”
Bhuvan’s brand of comedy might be
in the same vein as that of Kapil Sharma’s
– both are a bit rough around the edges
and target the Hindi-speaking audience.
But his channel is more socially aware,
even with its humour that often trembles
on the brink of crass. “If I make a video on
the obsession with fair skin, it’s because
I’ve seen it. I don’t pick a topic just because
it is trending,” Bhuvan says.

BANKING ON THE TUBE
For ﬁrst generation stars like Bhuvan,
life is an everyday hustle. “Some ideas
work, some don’t. You learn from your
mistakes,” he says.
Clearly he either hasn’t made many
mistakes, or he’s learned his lessons
well, because Bhuvan earns very well.
“I understood the ﬁnancial potential
of YouTube when I got my ﬁrst pay

CONTENT
CLICHÉS
4
THAT SHOULD
DISAPPEAR IN 2019
1. Social media challenges.
Kiki challenge, 10 year
challenge, ice bucket
challenge… it is
getting boring!
2. Bollywood remixes. You are
repackaging the same stuff
and serving it as new!
3. The ‘this versus that’ videos.
Desi vs. videsi, expectation
vs. reality.
4. The Taimur madness. Taimur
is cute. But so is your kid,
your neighbour’s kid… uspe
thoda dhyan de do (focus
on him)!
cheque,” he says. “I used to play at a
Mughlai restaurant in Delhi for four
hours every day and would get ₹3,000 at
the end of the month. My ﬁrst YouTube
pay cheque was for ₹20,000. I had two
lakh subscribers then. That’s when I
decided this is what I want to do. Since I
work alone, the entire amount goes into
my pocket!” he laughs. He is quick to add
you can’t rely solely on YouTube.
“Their algorithm is too complex.
The main source of income for YouTubers is brand endorsements and sponsorship,” he says. In the last three years,
Bhuvan has done 30 endorsements.
“There were nearly 300 offers, but I
choose brands that go with my content,”
he says. Still, he knows that his earnings
will never rival those of a Bollywood

star. “Our income is not even close to
that,” he exclaims. “You can’t compare
10 years of YouTube with 150 years of
Bollywood. We are just starting off. But
give us three years, and YouTube will
give Bollywood tough competition!”

LIFE ON SNOOZE
Bhuvan believes he’d never become a
star if he’d thought out a strategy. “You
can never plan a viral video,” he points
out. “Also, I didn’t start to make money. I
started because I had a joke that I wanted
to share. Even now, that has not changed.
While coming up in the elevator right
now, I got an idea and I am waiting for this
interview to end so I can write it down!”
But surely, he does feel some pressure to create content? “When I feel the
pressure of a deadline approaching, I just
go to sleep!” he laughs. “I can’t work on
deadlines.When I don’t put out videos, I
admit to my followers that I was not able
to come up with good content. I can’t put
out substandard stuff.”
This attitude means that Bhuvan feels
no social media fatigue. “I keep in mind that
my audience’s lives don’t revolve around BB
Ki Vines,” he says. “The best part of working on social media is even if you mess up,
you can put up something next week.”
With 10 minutes of putting up a video on BB Ki Vines, Bhuvan gets around
2,50,000 views. But this fanbase needs to
be carefully cultivated and maintained.
“When I put out a video, I make sure
that for the next 45 minutes I reply to all
the comments. You need to build a rapport with the viewers,” he says.
Although in some of his previous interviews he has spoken about his fear on
fading out, today he seems more positive
about his upward graph. “I am going to get
higher and higher,” he says conﬁdently.
ananya.ghosh@htlive.com
Follow @Ananya1281 on Twitter

PERSONAL AGENDA

Actress and dancer

Nora Fatehi
DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

PLACE OF BIRTH

February 6

Aquarius

Toronto

SCHOOL/COLLEGE

FIRST BREAK

Westview Centennial Secondary School/
York University, Toronto

Roar: Tigers of the Sundarbans (2014)

What’s the best and worst
thing about Bollywood?
The best thing is, being able to
express yourself artistically in
many forms. The worst thing is
that it can be quite a struggle
to make your mark in the
industry.
One Bollywood actress whose
style you admire...?
Sonam Kapoor.
And an actor you had a crush
on while growing up...?
Hrithik Roshan. He looks like a
Greek God!
What’s the one item number
you wish you had done?
Laila Main Laila from Raees
(2017).

Photo: Archi Bora
Styling: Leepakshi
Ellawadi
Make-up and hair:
Marcelo Pedrozo

Outfit, Caroline Bibawi;
ring, Valentini Largo
Carducci; earring, Diosa
by Darshan Dave

bio be?
I’ll make you laugh your
head off !
And who would you swipe
right for?
Ryan Gosling!
The ﬁrst thing you do in bed
when you wake up...?
Check my phone.
And the last thing…?
Say a small prayer.
You de-stress by…?
Dancing.
Interviewed by
Veenu Singh

According to you, which
dance form is the sexiest?
Belly dancing.
List three qualities you look
for in a man.
He should be charming, hardworking and respectful.

Shirt and shoes, Unit
by Rajat Suri; coat,
waistcoat and
trousers, Arrow; tie,
Sacoor Brothers;
pocket Square, Kenzo;
watch, Tissot

Location courtesy:
The Leela Palace,
New Delhi

What gets you in the mood
for love?
When I am in a good headspace.

Art direction:
Amit Malik
Make-up and hair:
Artistry by Anjali Jain

And one relationship rule
that you always follow is...?
If the man doesn’t show respect
or put in an effort, I don’t
entertain him.

My Favourites
CITY: Dubai
SONG: 7 rings by Ariana Grande
BOOK: Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis
STREET FOOD: Hot dogs
FILM: The Heat (2013)
DESTINATION: Morocco

What would your Tinder
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Istruggledto
breakthe
stereotype:
MaanviGagroo

After playing
minor roles in No
One Killed
Jessica (2011)
and PK (2014),
Maanvi Gagroo
went to do web
shows which
catapulted her to
fame
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
MAANVIGAGROO

Sangeeta Yadav

T

Lupita Nyong'o
(extreme left)
wrote about her
experience with
Harvey Weinstein,
in October 2017
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/

PHOTO: CHRI
STOPHER
SMITH/AP

ctor Anthony Rapp says
he was inspired to speak
out against actor Kevin
Spacey after he read
actor Lupita Nyong’o’s
moving first person account
about Harvey Weinstein.
Weinstein, once a powerful
Hollywood producer, fell
spectacularly from grace after
multiple women, including
actors Gwyneth Paltrow,
Salma Hayek, Angelina Jolie,
and Nyong’o, came forward to
allege him of sexual
harassment. Allegations
against Weinstein sparked the
#MeToo movement in
Hollywood, inspiring others to
share their stories of sexual
harassment. Rapp, who was
first to speak out against
Spacey, says he was initially
not sure about coming forward
but once he read the account
by Nyong’o, he changed his
mind.
“I was following along with
the Harvey Weinstein stories
to some degree, but I wasn’t,
like, diving into them. … And I
hadn’t yet really made the
connection for myself. Lupita
Nyong’o wrote a first person
piece in The New York Times

A

REUTERSP

about her experience with
Harvey. And as they go, she
was pretty fortunate in that
she was able to avoid the worst
of it, but she wrote so
beautifully and eloquently
about what experience was
like for her... Coupled with it
was the knowledge that that
had been going on for decades
to so many people, and that I
knew for a fact several people
in my own circle who had had
experiences with Kevin
Spacey, that it was like that
was when the penny dropped,
and I had to do something. It
wasn’t about my own
experience, it really was not
about airing out my own
laundry... I thought that would
be the only way that we could
stop him,” Rapp said on a
podcast.
Other people soon came
forward against Spacey,
leading to the him being
kicked out of House of Cards.
and All the Money in the
World. Rapp says he is happy
that Spacey is no longer in the
position to abuse others. “He
won’t be in a position of
power..., where he can do
PTI
things,” he said.

Musicians will
become bigger
than actors:
Jubin Nautiyal

Samarth Goyal
inger Jubin Nautiyal
feels that the future will
be better for musicians,
thanks to the umpteen
platforms available in the
virtual world. “I am sure that
right now many musicians
can foresee a sort of money
issue (in terms of revenue
from streaming platforms),
but I have a very different
prediction about the

S

I am not one of those actors who stepped into
films through TV, says Chahat Khanna
Rishabh Suri
issing from showbiz for
some time now, actor
Chahat Khanna is raring
to get back into the groove. She
has signed the Bollywood film
Prasthaanam, in which she
plays actor Sanjay Dutt’s
daughter.
On what her role is all
about, she tells us, “It’s one of
the most important characters
in the film. Manisha (Koirala,
actor) is playing an important
character, and so is (actor) Ali
Fazal, who plays my brother.
The film revolves around all of
us. It’s a big-budget political
drama that will release this
summer. Our fingers are
crossed.”
Currently, Chahat is
juggling a lot of things, apart
from this film, such as “being
an entrepreneur”, and also
taking care of her two
daughters, Zohar and Amaira.
Doesn’t it get tough managing
all these things as a single

M
Chahat
Khanna
shot to
fame with
the show
Bade
Achhe
Lagte Hain
HT PHOTO

Joel Edgerton to star
in a web drama
ctor-director Joel
Edgerton has boarded the
cast of Barry Jenkins’
web series The Underground
Railroad. The 44-year-old joins
actors Thuso Mbedu, Chase W
Dillon, and Aaron Pierre in the
project, which is an adaptation
of Colson Whitehead’s book of
the same name, according to
Variety.
The 11-episode series will
follow young Cora’s (Mbedu)
journey as she makes a
desperate bid for freedom.

A

After escaping her Georgia
plantation for the rumoured
Underground Railroad, Cora
discovers no mere metaphor,
but an actual railroad full of
engineers and conductors, and
a secret network of tracks and
tunnels beneath the ground.
Edgerton, who starred and
directed in Boy Erased (2018)
will portray Ridgeway, a slave
catcher. Jenkins will be
directing all the episodes and
will also executive produce the
project.
PTI

Joel Edgerton

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

mother? “It’s very difficult.
But my elder daughter is a big
helping hand. She’s two-and-ahalf, and Amaira is one-and-ahalf. It gets tough at times, and
I feel I can’t do this. But it’s all
happening. Unless someone
asks me the question how
difficult it is, I don’t realise it,”
says Chahat.
The actor shot to fame with
the show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain, but left the show midway
due to personal reasons. On
whether she is looking
forward to get back into TV,
she says, “Leaving the show
was my decision. I can’t say
that I don’t want to do TV. It
has given me all the fame I
have currently. I can’t
think about not doing TV
at all. I don’t want to be
called the film star who
stepped into films after
using TV as a stepping
stone. I am not one of
them. Why can’t I do films,
ads, and TV all together?”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

times when you have so much
work and a lot of stuff
happening, so the struggle is to
maintain your sanity and keep
yourself rooted,” she says.
For her, working on TV was
never an option as she couldn’t
connect with the TV’s style of
storytelling. “It was a
conscious choice to stay away
from TV because the kind of
content that was on TV, I
couldn’t connect to and
personally didn’t want to be a
part of,” she explains.
It was then that the digital
platform became the stepping
stone for budding artists like
her to carve a niche for
themselves. “There is so much
of variety and a whole gamut of
different topics that people are
thinking to get their teeth into.
It’s a great thing to be busy and
to be able to harness whatever
you have been wanting to
show for such a long time,”
Maanvi says.
She adds, “As you grow in
your personal life and the kind
of experiences you have had
working on different roles and
with different people, you are
bound to evolve and it’s bound
to show in your performance as
well.”

he instant fame and
recognition one gets from
the web has changed the
lives of many actors who were
struggling to get significant
roles in films. And so is the case
with actor Maanvi Gagroo, who
after playing minor roles in No
One Killed Jessica (2011) and
PK (2014), made a shift to web
and became one of the first
female stars of the digital
platform.
“I don’t think there is a
single actor who doesn’t want
to do films. But the kind of roles
I was getting were the ones that
I didn’t want to do for various
reasons. There is a lot of
stereotyping as well that
happens as per your looks and
the roles you played in the
past,” Maanvi says.
It was a constant struggle for
her to break the stereotype due
to her being overweight and
chirpy. “As an actor, we go
through different phases of
struggle. Sometimes it is about
finding the right kind of work,
sometimes to say no to the kind
of work you don’t want to do.
The struggle is to break out
from whatever you think isn’t
working for you. There are

Singer Jubin Nautiyal’s
single Chitthi has
crossed the 27 million
mark on YouTube

n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

future of the music
industry,” says Jubin.
“I think the internet is
going to become even bigger
than what it is right now.
When that happens, this
country will have multiple
mega stars [from the music
industry]. In about five years,
I think that musicians will
become really big stars, so
much so that they might get
bigger than acting
celebrities,” gushes Jubin,
who recently released
his independent
single Chitthi, which
has crossed 27 million
hits ever since its
release on YouTube.
The 29-year-old isn’t
making a prediction “just
like that” and feels there are
many reasons why he feels
his prediction will be correct.
“I think right now we are
using only 30% of the
internet. Once it gets bigger,
then imagine [its impact, as]
we are a country of 1.3 billion
people. We (musicians) will
have that many listeners,
who will have access to
internet, and will listen to
music,” he says.
And Jubin feels the day he
envisions is not far. “Even
now, we are getting a bigger
reach, and touching more
lives (with our music). We
have more fans, we are
making more music and
more music is being
consumed right now. That’s
why, according to me, we are
going to be in a very good
place in the future. There is
going to be everything for
everyone,” he concludes.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

Kristen Wiig, Annie Mumolo
reunite for a comedy film
merican actors Kristen
Wiig and Annie Mumolo,
who penned the Oscarnominated script of the
romantic-comedy film
Bridesmaids (2011), are
teaming up for another
comedy film, Barb and Star Go
to Vista Del Mar.
Wiig and Mumolo will cowrite and co-star in the
upcoming film, which
will be directed by
Josh Greenbaum,
reported Variety.
“I’m so excited
to be a part of
this movie
which showcases
Kristen and Annie’s
original, fresh and
undeniably hilarious voice in
spades. I’m also always
looking for projects with titles
that rhyme, so it really all
worked out on this one,”
Greenbaum said.

A

The story focuses on two
best friends — Barb and Star
(played by Wiig and Mumolo)
— who leave their small midwestern town for the first time
to go on vacation in Vista Del
Mar, Florida. They soon find
themselves tangled up in
adventure, love and a villain’s
evil plot to kill everyone in
town.
Apart from this, Wiig will be
next seen as Cheetah in
Wonder Woman 1984 and in
Where’d You Go, Bernadette.
Mumolo most recently
wrote the story for David O
Russell’s 2015 movie Joy,
based on the life of Joy
Mangano, starring actor
Jennifer Lawrence.
On the acting front, Mumolo
starred in a regular comedy
series, About a Boy. She also
featured in This is 40 (2012),
Afternoon Delight (2013), Bad
Moms (2016), and The Boss

Kristen Wiig (left) and Annie
Mumolo (above) will co-write
and co-star in the upcoming film
PHOTOS: SHUTTERSTOCK

(2016).
Barb and Star Go to Vista
Del Mar is expected to release
in 2020.

ANI
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SINGER-ACTOR RIHANNA GOES GAGA OVER
CO-STAR DONALD GLOVER
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AYUSHMANN’S
GLAD THAT HIS
FILMS DO WELL

‘CRITICISED FOR HAVING AN OPINION’
SONAM ADDS THAT IT WON’T DETER HER RESOLVE

>>htcity p3
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shortstories
PGI PROFESSOR
HONOURED
CHANDIGARH: Professor in the
department of radio diagnosis at
PGIMER, Chandigarh, Dr Mahesh
Prakash was honoured in Nepal for
his outstanding contribution to
musculoskeletal radiology in India
and SAARC countries during recent
outreach programme of Musculoskeletal Society of India (MSS) at
Manipal Teaching Hospital,
HTC
Pokhara, Nepal.

Session on women
empowerment
CHANDIGARH: Dr BR Ambedkar
Centre at Panjab University, Chandigarh, organised a one-day
national seminar on ‘women
empowerment through ages’.
Director of Gramshree-Women
empowerment Anarben Patel
shared her experiences. She
concluded the talk with a message
that women must move in society
and work hard. PU V-C Raj Kumar
welcomed the dignitaries and
stressed that real women empowerment can be achieved only
through deeply ingraining the idea
HTC
of equality in mind.

CGC Landran signs
MoU with Toi Ohomai
MOHALI: Chandigarh Group of
Colleges, Landran, has recently
partnered with Toi Ohomai
Institute of Technology, New
Zealand. The memorandum is the
first step towards initiating a
credit transfer programme for
students of CGC Landran, which
will open plethora of opportunities
for students to study and work in
HTC
New Zealand.
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AAP, Akalis approach election
commission over poll duty row
VIOLATION OF VARSITY CALENDAR At least 385 assistant and associate professors have
been deployed on election duties by the district electoral office against university guidelines
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD) and the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) have approached
the state election commission
over deployment of Punjabi
University teachers on election
duties, in Patiala on Saturday.
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
the Punjab Assembly, Harpal
Cheema has a written complaint
with the chief electoral officer.
He has pointed out “the
interference of Patiala district
officials in allegedly putting
some politically influential
teachers of the varsity on pll
duty owing their allegiance to
certain political outfits.”
He added the these teachers
are being asked to perform election duties during the Lok
Sabha elections, scheduled
for May 19.
SAD president Sukhbir Singh
Badal has also condemned the
decision of district electoral
office of involving teaching
faculty of the university
on poll duty despite their political affiliations.

n

The teachers at Punjabi University have decided to boycott
rehearsals for the election duties to be held on Sunday.

The teachers at Punjabi University have decided to boycott
rehearsals for the election
duties to be held on Sunday. At
least 385 assistant and associate
professors have been deployed
on election duties by the district
electoral office.
The teachers said that as per
the university calendar, they
can contest the election of the
state assembly and Parliament

HT FILE

by getting permission from the
university authorities.
The teachers added that since
they are likely to contest elections, the electoral office cannot
deploy them on poll duties.
Sukhbir urged the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
exempt the teachers of Punjabi
University, Patiala, from
being deployed on poll duties
as the university calendar

Health dept to initiate action against
unregistered eateries across district
Kanwarbir Singh
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Following complaints of

residents regarding illegal eateries and street vendors creating
nuisance, the district health
department officials have
decided to take strict action
against such unregistered
establishments operating
across district.
As per date available with the
health department, more than
40% eateries in district are operating without any license.
“At least 3,000 food vendors are
not registered under the Food
Safety and Standards Authority
of India which is a blatant violation of safety norms,” said district
health officer Satinder Singh.
Such illegal street vends and
eateries can easily be spotted
operating in different parts
of the Royal City as well including
Punjabi Bagh, bus stand area,
railway station’s periphery,
New Leela Bhawan, Adalat
Bazaar and other main market
arenas, thus posing risk to people
who eat here.
The health officer said that the
department has found glaring
anomalies in the working of these
eateries during a survey conducted by the health department
in December last year.
“With the onset of summer and
ahead of monsoon season, we
have planned to start a drive
against such unregistered vends

LIFE’S WORK

n

At least 3,000 food vendors in Patiala district are not registered under the Food Safety and Standards
HT PHOTO
Authority of India.

and eateries. We are preparing a
list of such illegal vends so that
they can be given a last warning
to get the required registration
done under the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India,”
the district health officer said.
Last year, the health department had recorded at least 65
cases of acute gastroenteritis at
Yadavindera Colony in Patiala,
and 71 in Sanour, 8km from the
district headquarters.
Karan Brar, a resident, said
the roadside eateries have grown
over the past few months especially near the city bus stand and
railway station.
“They prepare food items in
polluted environment, do not

maintain hygiene and keep the
food in open spaces exposed to
flies and dust. Also, it is served in
poor quality of Polystyrene trays
and cups,” he added.
The health officer said that
they have given training to
over 1,100 food vendors about
the hygienic cooking, storage
and serving.
“We are working in coordination with the Patiala municipal
corporation and other municipalities in district to conduct inspections in the area,” he said.
FOOD SAFETY AND
STANDARD ACT
According to the Food Safety and
Standards Act Act of 2006, food

operators, who have an annual
turnover of above ₹12 lakh,
should have mandatory
licences while the remaining
operators should get a registration certificate to ensure availability of safe and wholesome food
for human consumption.
The aim of the Act is “to consolidate the laws relating to food and
to establish a FSSAI for laying
down science-based standards
for articles of food and to
regulate their manufacture,
storage, distribution, sale and
import, to ensure availability of
safe and wholesome food for
human consumption and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”

Bankers’ union
holds blood
donation camp

Three teenagers in police net
for ‘murdering’ 53-year-old

PATIALA: The All India Banks
Employees Association (AIBEA)
conducted a blood donation camp
to mark its 74th foundation day at
Prabhat Parwana Hall in Patiala
on Saturday. Over 125 people
donated blood at the camp organised by the Patiala unit of the
Punjab Bank Employees Federation under AIBEA.
PBEF general secretary SK
Gautam said they are struggling
for better wages, secured service
conditions, job security, fortified
trade union rights and right to
collective bargaining for staff
working in public banks.
Vinod Sharma, secretary, All
India Bank Officers’ Association,
said capitalist firms are cheating
the banks and running away
from country without repaying
the loans. Members of the union
said they needed to secure and
safeguard the future of the thousands
of
young
bank employees who joined the
banks in the recent years with a
lot of expectations.
HTC

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Amid pressure by the

kin of 53-year-old Dharminder
Kumar, who was beaten to death
by his neighbour and his guests in
Vishwakarma Nagar, Tajpur
Road, on April 18, police arrested
three teenagers for the crime on
Friday night.
Among those arrested is
Keshav, who had allegedly
attacked the victim with a brick
following a brawl, while other
two are Ankush Rana of Basti
Jodhewal and Jagan of Vishwakarma Nagar.
They were arrested from
Garhshankar in Hoshiarpur,
around 70km from here, following a tip-off. Police said all
accused were 19 years old and
classmates. They are awaiting
their Class 12 results.
Inspector Sulakhan Singh, station house officer (SHO), Division
Number 7 police station, said
Keshav’s mother Kirna, who had

DURING PROBE, COPS
FOUND THAT ACCUSED’S
FAMILY HAILED FROM
GARHSHANKAR, WHICH
HELPED TO ZERO IN ON
THEIR LOCATION
egged him on to attack Dharminder with a brick, and his sister Shivani are still at large.
The SHO said during investigation, they found that the
accused’s family hailed from
Garhshankar. This helped them
zero in on their location there, following which a team was sent to
arrest them.
The accused told the police
that they were standing outside
Keshav’s house discussing about
their future education, when
their neighbours Dharminder
and his brother Rakesh Kumar
accused them of peeping inside
their house and harassing their
female family members. They

said this led to a scuffle during
which Dharminder collapsed.
In his complaint to the police,
Rakesh had alleged that during
the brawl, Keshav’s mother
Kirna handed him a brick to
attack Dharminder, while his sister Shivani also incited him to
carry out the assault. As Keshav
hit his brother with the brick, he
fell unconscious following which
the accused fled the scene. Dharminder was declared brought
dead at a private hospital.
On Rakesh’s complaint, the
Division Number 7 police had
registered a case under Sections
302 (murder) and 34 (acts done by
several persons in furtherance of
common intention) against
Keshav, Kirna, Shivani, Ankush
and Jagan.
Day after Dharminder’s death,
alleging police inaction, his kin
had staged a protest at Tajpur
Road on Friday demanding arrest
of the accused. They had lifted the
protest after police assurance of
quick action.

deems them “eligible for political participation in the election
process, recognising their
intellectual freedom for
playing an active role in the
democratic process.”
“It will be unfair to tie them
down with election duties especially when they are free to take
political positions as per the
university calendar. They can’t
be expected to stay neutral in
the electoral process. They
should be exempted from poll
duty as it curtails their freedom
of expression,” said Sukhbir.
Cheema said that under the
said provisions of the university
calendar, some university
teachers had contested elections under the banner
of some political outfits and had
bagged high positions in the
political landscape.
“University teachers had
never been assigned election
duty till date as they are free to
support any political outfits,”
he said. He added that assigning
them an election responsibility
in any capacity is detrimental
to the principle of free
and fair elections.

TWO BOOKED
FOR STEALING
PROPERTY PAPERS
MOHALI: Two persons including a
woman have been booked for
stealing registration papers of an
NRI’s property.
The accused are Harjinder
Kaur and Rupinder Singh alias
Rupi Virk, residents of Bassi
Pathana. Resident of the
USA Manjit Singh alleged in his
complaint that his daughter-inlaw Harjinder is having
an affair with the accused and the
two have stolen registration
papers of his three plots. He said
they are now forcing him to
vacate the house.
The complainant stated that he
has a house in village Bassi
Pathana and a plot in Mandi Gobindgarh. He said his two sons
work in Italy and Harjinder, wife
of his younger son, lives in Bassi
Pathana house.
A case was registered under
Sections 380 (theft in dwelling
house), 506 (punishment for criminal intimidation) and 120-b (punishment of criminal conspiracy)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at
NRI wing in Mohali. No arrest
HTC
has been made so far.
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A labourer drying wheat at a grain market in Patiala on Saturday.

24-year-old ends
life by hanging self
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

Mohali police
seize 240 bottles
of illicit liquor,
arrest four people
HT Correspondent

SANGRUR: A 24-year-old allegedly

n

hanged himself from a ceiling fan
at his residence in Sangrur on
Saturday evening. The deceased
was identified as Sidraj, of
Samana in Patiala district. He
was a judicial court employee and
was posted at the court complex
in Sangrur. Police said he was disturb over his ‘unfulfilled dreams’
and ended his life. A suicide note
was found from his quarters.
SHO Sanjeev Kapoor
inspected the crime spot and said
that the doors were locked from
inside and he was found hanging
from the ceiling fan.
“As per preliminary investigation, he was upset with his life and
committed suicide. He has not
blamed anyone for taking this
extreme step,” the SHO said.
According to the suicide note,
he took the step “on his own will
and no action should be taken
against anyone”.
“I have fed up with my life. I

MOHALI: Four people were
arrested with 240 bottles of
illicit liquor in Nijjer Chowk,
said police on Saturday.
The accused have been identified as Manpreet Singh ,37,
Jaswant Singh ,38,
Dirsham Mahajan,40, Gagandeep Singh,41, all residents
of Amritsar.
Police said following a tip-off
they stopped two vehicles at a
naka in Nijjer Chowk. “On
checking, we recovered 240 bottles of liquor from their possession,” the police said.
During investigation it came
to the fore that the accused persons were going to sell the liquor
in Amritsar.
The accused have been
booked under the Excise Act
and were sent to one-day
police remand by a local court
on Saturday.

n

Deceased Sidraj

worked so hard for the past eight
to ten years. But this is not the
kind of life I wanted. I apologise to
my mother, father and brother
for not doing enough for them. I
want my younger brother to take
good care of our parents,” he had
written. Police said the family
was contacted in Samana.
“He used to stay alone at the
quarters and was unmarried.
Police have started probe and further action will be taken after
informing his family members,”
the SHO added.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

H E A LT H C A R E B L U E S

Four ambulances catering to 35 lakh people
Atish Sharma
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :When it comes to the
Lord Mahavira Civil Hospital
in Ludhiana, the inadequacies just don’t seem to end.
Catering to a population of
around 35 lakh in a district
spanning over 3,900 square
kilometre, the solitary civil
hospital has just four functional ambulances, with an
even fewer number of drivers
to run them.
The three drivers operate
in shifts, further affecting the
ambulances’ availability, and
losing precious time in critical
care. In the absence of government ambulances, patients
and their attendants are
forced to shell out thousands
to hire private ambulances
in emergency.
In some respite, the
Punjab Health Systems
Corporation (PHSC) has provided seven 108 Ambulances
for the district. However,
these ferry patients to all hospitals in Ludhiana.
Besides, NGO Samvedna
has tied with the civil hospital
to provide services of seven
ambulances for patients,
and three vans to transport
dead bodies.
“My mother was referred to
Rajindra Hospital, Patiala.
But in absence of an ambulance, I had to wait three
hours for her transfer,” said

n

In the absence of government ambulances at the civil hospital in Ludhiana, patients and attendants
HT PHOTO
are forced to shell out thousands to hire private ambulances in cause of emergency.

Kulwant Kaur. “Left with no
choice, I booked a private
ambulance for over ₹3,000,”
she added.
Dr Geeta, senior medical
officer, civil hospital, said,
“We have written multiple letters to the Punjab heath
department and state government to provide us more drivers to run the ambulances, but
in vain.”
“On an average, around 20
patients are referred from
here to other hospitals on a
daily basis. The number can
spike further in case of major
road mishaps or industrial
accidents,” Dr Geeta said,

adding that, “Families fighting over ambulance services
was not uncommon at the hospital. This can be avoided by
providing more ambulances
and drivers.”
Jajpreet, project manager,
NGO Samvedna, said, “We
cater to over 20 patients daily.
While seven vans are plying
as ambulances for referral
cases, three are aligned with
the mortuary in case other
ambulances refuse to take
dead bodies.”
108 AMBULANCES
CRYING FOR REPAIR
The Dial 108 service started in

Punjab in 2010, offering a total
of 242 ambulances for the
state, of which 16 were provided to Ludhiana. After running over 4 lakh kilometres
over nine years, these ambulances are now worn out and
required repairs, with just
seven still running.
Manish Batra, project manager, Dial 108 service, said,
“We are working on getting
more ambulances on the road,
but it will take time. Currently, seven ambulances are
operating in Ludhiana. We
have already replaced one old
ambulance with a new one
with better equipment.”
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PERSONAL FINANCE

To be young and not in debt
MONEY PLAN FOR YOUR 20S A money plan in your
20s can have a significant long term impact – right up till
your 90s. The first thing to do is discipline yourself to
save: whether it is for a holiday, buying something for
yourself or planning for retirement
Vivina
n

vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI:When you get your first salary,

you are most likely to spend it on things
that you enjoy doing. And why not
spend it on yourself, since you have
worked to earn it?
While it is good to treat yourself, you
should also have a money plan in place
for a smooth financial journey from
your 20s to your 90s. What you do in
your 20s with your money can have an
impact on your financial life going forward. Here is how you can take baby
steps to fulfil all your financial goals.

DISCIPLINE YOURSELF TO
SAVE REGULARLY
To begin with you need to build a savings habit as soon as you start earning.
This is going to be the foundation of
your financial life.
“When you start talking to someone
in their 20s about saving money, building wealth for the future and creating a
corpus, especially if it is their first salary, it is not going to go down well
because they are excited about the
money and they want to spend it,” said
Priya Sunder, director and co-founder,
PeakAlpha Investments.
The important thing is to get yourself
into the discipline of putting aside
money for expenses or investment. For
instance, you can start planning for an
expense such as a vacation or a big
ticket purchase by saving every month.
“If you want to go for a holiday or you
want to buy a bike or go for higher education in the next 3-4 years, you should
keep some money aside,” said Sunder.

Soon, you will be
able to track your
insurance claims
ILLUSTRATION:
SHRIKRISHNA PATKAR

HOW TO USE A
DEMAT ACCOUNT
If you want to invest in direct
equity, you need to have a
demat account. Demat account
is not for free. Here is what you
need to know:

BANK

DEMAT
A/C

For most people a vacation and staying in a good hotel is a goal. Say you plan
to go to Bali in April next year. “For this,
work on the cost—find out the cost of the
accommodation, airfare and food. Now
say it is going to be ₹1 lakh. Put away
money for the expense every month,”
said Sunder. In this case if you put aside
₹8,333 every month, you will be able to
achieve the goal and it will also not
pinch you in the month you do the bookings. “Once you get into the habit of saving and understand better how savings
help money grow, you will be able translate it to other goals,” she added. Start
with something that interests you.
Right now you are inculcating the discipline to save. Hence, it doesn’t matter
what you are saving for.
DELAY EXPENSE IF NEEDED,
AVOID CREDIT TRAPS
You also need to keep a track of your
income and expenses. Firstly keep a tab
on all your expenses both on credit card
as well as debit card. There are multiple
apps available which will do the work
for you if you find it boring to use a notepad or excel for calculations.
“There are apps that will remind you
about your bills. Analyse where you are
spending. For instance, keep a track of
expenses on transportation, recreation
or shopping. If you track it, you will
know where you are overspending.
Keep a budget---20% on transportation,
20% on shopping, 30% on food and 30%
on recreation, assuming there is no
fixed expense such as rent or EMIs.
Learn to stay within your budget from
day 1, whether your budget is ₹10,000 or
₹5,000,” said Nisreen Mamaji, certified
financial planner and founder, Money-

quickguide

1

THE PROCESS: You can open a
demat account online at a
bank or a broking firm. You will
have to provide your knowyour-customers documents
such as your Permanent
Account Number (PAN),
Aadhaar number, bank details
and address.

2
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

works Financial Advisors.
If you are not able to meet your
expense, don’t take loans impulsively.
These days it is easy to get loan through
a tap on your phone. But it also means
you can get into a debt trap.
“If you can’t afford it, delay your purchase instead of taking a loan. Don’t
take a loan to buy it for immediate gratification unless you are getting a great
deal. Make sure your savings plan is
intact. If you take a loan, you need to
have a plan to repay. It can’t be vague,”
said Mamaji.
If every month, you are falling short
of money and taking a loan from your
friends and parents, it means you are
not on the right track. You need to cut
down your expenses.

START YOUR RETIREMENT
PLAN RIGHT AWAY
In your 20s, you may think that retirement is far away and you don’t need to
think about it. However, that is not how
you should think about it. It is true that
retirement is far away, but it is going to
happen. And the sooner you start planning for it, the less money you need to
keep aside for it.
And 20s is a good time to start planning for your long-term needs which is
not just retirement but can include
launching a business venture, buying a
property or taking a break from work.
“These things are going to happen
and the sensitivity about it needs to be
taught at an early stage. Otherwise, you
have to save a lot more if you start sav-

ing later in life. Around 10% of your
income should be kept aside in your 20s
for your long-term needs,” said Suresh
Sadagopan, founder of Navi Mumbaibased Ladder7 Financial Advisories.
Initially, you may not know the exact
goal. However, you should still park
money aside.
“You should also resolve that you
will not touch it for any situation at all.
A lot of people start with the noble
intention of saving for retirement in 20s
and then after it gets accumulated they
pay it off for, say, a car purchase. That
happens a lot of times. The kitty needs to
be clearly marked for long term goals,”
said Sadagopan. While you take care of
your present, plan for your future as
well for a smooth money ride.

moneybasics

Make the most of your credit card
KNOW THE BASICS
Are you one of
those who stay
away from credit
card due to the fear
of overspending?
Credit cards are
usually perceived
as a financial
instrument which is extremely bad for
you. The high interest rate which is usually in the range of 24-48% per annum
and the assumption of easy access to
money can have a major impact on your
money life. However, if you are disciplined and use it prudently, a credit card
can turn into a good financial tool. Most
people stay away from credit cards
either due to the fear of overspending or
the inability to understand how to use
credit cards effectively. If you are new to
credit cards or are worried, you will end
up spending more. The first step is to
keep a track of your expenditure.

MONITOR THE EXPENSE
You need to monitor the total
amount that piles
up every time you
swipe your card
and the bill payment due date. For
instance, if your
due date is 10th of every month, you
should remember it. Also if you have
bought a pair of shoes, paid restaurant
bills or purchased goods, do keep a tab of
the final credit card bill amount. Once
you know the bill amount and the due
date, ensure you pay the bill before the
due date. If you are a spendthrift, always
remind yourself that you will have to pay
the amount in full at a later date. Remember it is not free money. You need to have
sufficient balance in your bank account
to pay off the amount. The interest levied
on the credit card spends after due take
is exorbitant.

EASY ON YOUR INVESTMENT
Say you have a
monthly expense of
₹20,000
which
includes cost of eating out, utility bills
and shopping. If all
this expense is paid
through
your
credit card, you can invest the ₹20,000
which you have in your bank account.
Assuming that you have a regular
monthly income, you can pay ahead of
the due date. This way money that was
lying in the bank account or which
would have otherwise gone to the
retailer is actually going into your
investment kitty couple of weeks in
advance. Here you are just using the
bank’s money for a certain duration during which your money works harder.
However, here ensure to pay on time or
else you will have to work even harder to
repay.

THE COST: The account cost
will vary. For instance, some
may charge an account
opening fee, while some
others may only change the
annual maintenance cost. The
cost can range from₹100-₹750
depending on the platform.
There are debit transaction
charges for every transaction
and can range from 0.4-0.6%
per transaction.

3

THE TRANSACTION: Besides
direct stocks, you can buy
mutual funds in your demat
account. You can also open
multiple demat accounts. If
required, you can authorise
another person to operate
your demat.

TERM OF THE DAY
MCLR
WHAT IS IT?
Marginal Cost of Fund-based Lending Rate (MCLR)
is the benchmark rate at which banks can lend you
money. No banks can lend you money below the
MCLR. All your loans are linked to it. MCLR also
comes with a spread—a margin over the rate. The
spread is higher if the loan is riskier for the bank.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
All banks have to revisit the MCLR every month.
Banks will have at least seven MCLR—overnight,
one-month, three-month, six-month, one-year,
two-year and three-year. Usually retail loans
are linked to six-month or one-year
MCLR. The lower the rate, the
cheaper will be your loan.

PROTECT WITH
HEALTH COVER

You can get a health cover for
as low as 7,500 per annum

14,395
7,432

9,547

Lowest
premium
on 10 lakh
sum assured
(including
GST)

A R E YO U R E T I R E M E N T R E A DY ?

Vivina Vishwanathan
n

vivina.v@htlive.com

MUMBAI: If you have ever filed for insur-

ance claims and have found it to be a
tedious process, by July you can expect
a smoother claim settlement process.
Last week, the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) in a circular, asked insurers –
both life and general – to provide clear
and transparent communications and
enable a tracking mechanism. The regulator has directed all insurers to send
all communication relating to issuance
and servicing of insurance policies in
the form of a letter, an email, SMS or
any other electronic mode.
“The circular is consumer-centric
and makes sure that insurers and
intermediaries are transparent in servicing customers across policy wordings, issuance and claims. The issues
addressed have been lack of communication on inclusions/exclusions, documents required for processing claims,
timeline on servicing claims, self-service tracking not available for claims
and finally rejection of proposals and
reasons for thesame.Insurerswillnow
have to build these mechanisms internally to expose status at each level. The
reason this has come about is due to
increased complaints on ombudsman
and IRDAI for non-clarity on claims
rejections and service issues,” said
Rohan Kumar, chief executive officer,
Toffee Insurance.
To ensure fair and transparent

TO ENSURE FAIR AND TRANSPARENT
CLAIM SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES,
INSURERS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO
NOTIFY ABOUT THE CLAIM’S STATUS AT
VARIOUS STAGES OF ITS PROCESSING

claim settlement procedures, all insurers have been asked to notify about the
status of the claim at various stages of
its processing. This means you will
know at what stage your claim process
stands. It is similar to how you track
your Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) or even the food
you order through a food delivery app.
As a part of the process, a unique
claims reference number should be
created and notified electronically to
the registered mobile number or email
of the policy holder. At every stage of
the claim processing, such as calling
for further requirements or arranging
for survey, communication of the final
decision — admission or rejection or
repudiation of claim — payment
details such as by cheque or bank
credit, timely notifications have to be
sent to the policyholder or claimant.
You can use the claims reference
number to track the claims status
through a portal, website, an app of the
insurance company or any authorised
electronic means. The regulator has
directed insurers to put in place procedures for collecting the mobile numbers and the email ids of the policyholders.
“Insurers are most likely to use SMS
and emails to deliver these messages,
similar to the way banks inform customers about transactions. The most
impact is likely to be in the claim settlement process. Claims will have the
maximum impact because currently
people do not hear back until the final
decision is taken. Now as the claim documents move through various stages,
customers will know what is happening,” said Kapil Mehta, founder,
Securenow.in. However, remember
that it is not mandatory.
Hence, if you don’t want to share
your number or email, you can refuse
to provide it to the insurer.

‘Shift focus from pensions to tax savings’
HT Correspondent
n

htmetro@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Did you know that you may

live beyond the age of 90 years? With
higher life expectancy, the way we
looked at retirement at 60 years will
also need to change. The life expectancy at birth in 1969 was 47 years,
which went up to 60 years in 1994 and
69 years in 2019 in India, according to
a recent UN report. According to
Paul Smith, president and chief executive officer, CFA Institute, in the
West, children born today will have a
life expectancy of 110 years. Longer
lives mean you also need to have the
financial capability to survive during

›

People should have tax
advantage savings
scheme that enable them to
build financial cushion for their
life. The cushion
should be flexible.

PAUL SMITH, president
and chief executive
officer,
CFA Institute

old age. HTMoney spoke to Smith
during his India visit to understand
how prepared you are for your retirement. Edited excerpts:

In India, most of the population depends
on their own savings for retirement.
What can the government do to help to
encourage retirement and pension
plans?
We need to change the conversation
from pension plan to tax advantage
savings. The concept of retirement is
becoming increasingly strange
where people are living longer. When
we think about retirement schemes,
we assume that people will stop
working when they turn 65 and will
have savings that will last 10-15
years. That is increasingly unlikely
to be the formulae in the future. People should have tax advantage savings scheme that enable them to
build financial cushion for their life.
The cushion should be flexible. And
health insurance should be built
into it, which is a much more
important requirement as
life expectancy extends from
70 to 90 years plus.
In the West, children
ILLUSTRATION: UNNIKRISHNAN AV

born today will have a life expectancy of 110 years. A retirement
scheme system built around you
being able to leave work at 65 and live
for another 45 years with your cumulative savings is not going to work.
We need to start thinking a little bit
more futuristic.

What are the challenges for government
to provide a helping hand for citizens?
Tax advantage savings gets going in
countries where the tax base is wide.
The challenge in India is that the tax
base is not wide. Pension savings or
tax advantage savings are only going
to help a very small section of society.
From the government’s perspective,
the first challenge is to broaden the
tax base and increase income in the
country.

Individuals also find it difficult to understand the concept of retirement. Most of
them assume retirement will not happen
to them. How can we change the mindset?
It is a global problem. People just
don’t think about savings. Till the age
of 40 years, many don’t think about
what you are going to need at 70 years
of age because it is too far away. People don’t focus on it. Enough resources, both intellectual and financial,
are not put into thinking about how
we can protect ourselves against
some of the things that might go
wrong. Here, the government can
step in and nudge people in the right
direction through mandatory savings schemes. Without that, I don’t
think any amount of financial literacy or training is really going to help
because the reality is that people
understand the concept but are unable to match their actions to it.

30
years

40
years

50
years

Note: Health insurance premium of
individual insurance per annum
Source: www.securenow.in

THE COST OF BUYING
A TERM PLAN
If you are 30 years old and
planning to buy a term plan of
1 crore sum assured, you will
get it for a premium as low as
7,874 per annum

Sum assured:
1 crore until
65 years

21,500

12,897

7,874

30
years

40
years

Lowest
quartile
premiums
( , including
GST)

50
years

Note: Assumes male, non-smoker
rates, date of birth April 1
Source: www.securenow.in
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PEOPLECRITICISE
YOUFORHAVING
ANOPINION...
Pooja Sharma

ctor Sonam K Ahuja has
never shied away from
sharing her opinions. In
an industry where
doublespeak is a norm, Sonam
calls a spade a spade. She uses
her job (that of an actor) to do
roles that could highlight
issues or sensitise people. For
instance, her last, Ek Ladki Ko
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga, was
about the challenges that a
homosexual individual faces in
our society. The fashionista
and bibliophile discusses
various aspects of being
Sonam. Excerpts:

A

Your next film is a comedy. Did
you deliberately choose
something light?
The Zoya Factor is a fun film. It
is a complete commercial film.
I’m playing someone who
doesn’t know who she is at all.
Abhishek Sharma is one of the
best directors I’ve worked with.
Dulquer (Salmaan) is supercute and a great actor. So, I am
super-excited.
You are a voracious reader. Would
you consider writing a book?
I do love reading a lot. It is my
habit and passion. I feel it is a

better use of my time than
anything else. I have started
this thing called
#weekendreadingwithSonam
on social media, where every
weekend I put up a book that I
am reading or even someone
else is reading and they tag me.
But about writing... I don’t
know yet. However, I’d love to
direct one day.

Any plans of debuting in the digital
space anytime soon?
Of course, why not! I’d be

www.facebook.com/HTcity

foolish to say ‘no’. It is the
future. And I believe change is
the only constant. You need to
move with the times, if you
don’t, you’ll be left behind. In
India, the only outing we have,
is going to the cinemas. So, it’ll
be a while before that (digital)
becomes the main source of
entertainment. But, eventually
it will be the only source of
entertainment and why not? I
don’t mind being the first one to
jump on the bandwagon.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
IN A TITLE SOUP
Indian Psychiatric Society has
raised an objection to the title
of Rajkummar Rao-Kangana
Ranaut’s next, Mental Hai Kya.
In a letter to the Censor Board,
they have called the title
“discriminative, stigmatizing,

twitter.com/htshowbiz

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Ayushmann is
glad that his films
go ‘beyond borders’

Sonam K
Ahuja says
she enjoys
fashion
PHOTO:
APEKSHA &
VAISHNAV/

Rishabh Suri

HOUSE OF

e’s having a dream
run at the box office.
His last two films —
Andhadhun and Badhaai
Ho — have garnered
critical and commercial
acclaim. And Ayushmann
Khurrana’s popularity is
travelling beyond borders
along with his films.
Andhadhun has neared the
₹250-crore mark at the
Chinese box office!
On how important an
achievement this is for
him, he tells us, “It is a
huge feat for me, and a
great achievement. There’s
validation that
the scripts I am choosing
are not just resonating with
the masses in India but also
internationally. This
shows that the content
I am choosing is beyond
borders, cultures, and
has an international appeal.
I feel acknowledged.
Gratitude is
the word!”
What comes as a surprise
is that Ayushmann wasn’t
thinking about it at all when
he got the news about the
release in China.
“I was not thinking
about anything. I just got to
know from a tweet (from one
of the producers) that it is
releasing there. My only
reaction was ‘Let’s see
how it goes’, but it has
surpassed my expectations
for sure. I was, in fact, not
thinking at all about the
Chinese release or how it
would fare there. It’s like a
great, happy surprise,” he
says.
Currently, he has his hands
full with Dream Girl; Article
15, in which he plays a cop
for the first time; and Bala,

H

PIXELS

... Says actor Sonam
K Ahuja, although that
won’t deter her from
voicing hers

Maybe a book on fashion...
There’s already so much on my
plate. I enjoy fashion and I like
wearing it. But, I don’t think
I’ve the knowledge to dictate
terms on fashion.
But you have been comfortable
voicing your opinions…
Yes, and people will criticise
you a lot for it. And a lot of
times, people conform to the
way society wants them to be,
unfortunately. When you have
a point of view, which might
resonate because truth is a
bitter pill to swallow
sometimes, people don’t like it.
Once in a while it resonates
with people and rings really
loud and people accept it.

www.hindustantimes.com

Ayushmann Khurrana’s
Andhadhun has raked in about
₹250 crore at the Chinese box
office PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental
disorders...”. In response,
according to Pinkvilla, an
official spokesperson
from the film’s production
house has explained that
the film, in fact, inspires
everyone to accept the
distinctiveness of
individuals, and that the
fictional thriller aims at
Kangana Ranaut and Rajkummar Rao
making a larger point.

in which he plays a guy
suffering from premature
balding. All his roles are
distinct from each other, and
it is by design.
“I don’t want to repeat
roles,” he says and
elaborates on what he
keeps in mind when
choosing a script, “The
only thing I care for is
that the script has to be
normal and should have no
reference point in either
Hindi or international
cinema.”
“So I am glad to be
getting scripts which are
unique, and which
resonate with the masses...
either about breaking a
taboo or dealing with
social stigmas. These
kind of scripts appeal
to me.”
When in showbiz, it’s easy
to give in to the notion
that ‘box office is the only
king’. But, not for
Ayushmann.
“I’d only do films which are
also into value creation, and
not just into commerce or
moolah creation at the box
office. I’ve aspired to do
‘middle of the road
cinema’, which is a great
combination of commerce
and content. I just follow my
heart and gut every single
time.”
“Most of my decisions are
impulsive, but I am quite
intuitive like that. I hope it
works in the future also,”
he says.
When asked, Ayushmann,
who sings, does live shows
and writes poems, says,
“I’d like to produce one
day, and also write and
direct a film, but as of
now, it’s a lot of fun to
be just a performer!”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

‘Female actors getting their ‘Exploring sex in our content is empowering’
due but still a long way to go’ G
Juhi Chakraborty

ay disparity might have
been a concern in the
Hindi film industry, but
thing are changing, feels
Kriti Sanon. The actor says
female actors are getting what
they deserve monetarily.
“I’ve always believed that
pay has to be decided on the
amount of work that you
put in a film and the numbers
your films drive at the box
office. The situation is slowly
but steadily balancing out
where female actors are also
getting their monetary due. But
we still have a long way to go,”
says the Luka Chuppi (2018)
actor.
Ever since her debut in
Bollywood in 2014 with
Heropanti, Kriti has done her
fair share of women-centric
films and roles. Kriti feels
proud when films such as
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017), Stree
and Raazi (2018) do well.
Does she see a change in the
way women characters are
perceived in the film industry?
“Most definitely,” she says,
adding, “It’s the best time for
women in cinema and we have
the audience to thank for that.
They have been accepting of
stories around female
protagonists that are today
drawing in figures on par with
top male stars.”
But ultimately, it’s the
content that matters, she
asserts. “The content has today
become the king, and the
deciding factor, which is great,”
Kriti says. Luka Chuppi, which
starred the 28-year-old
alongside Kartik Aaryan,
followed a couple living-in
together in Mathura and the
ensuing complications. The
film has crossed ₹90 crore at the
Indian box office. And the actor
is happy with the audience’s
response, which bodes well for
other subjects that have so far
been considered taboo.
“Our idea wasn’t to state that
one should go for live-in
relationships in general. But
yes, we did want to stir the
audiences a bit and leave them
with the thought that everyone
has the right to lead their lives
according to their wishes and
we shouldn’t judge them for

etting intimate on screen
is considered to be a taboo
when it comes to Indian
content and sex is still a
closeted topic. However,
actor Flora Saini says with the
advent of the web as a medium,
such content is no longer
censored. The actor was
recently part of an erotic web
series set in rural India.
Asked whether she feels
comfortable dabbling in such
content, she says, “It is not
about my comfort. It is about
whether such content has an
audience and the response (to
the series) clearly shows that
they like it.” She further goes
on to add, “It’s a human

P

emotion. If it were Europe or
the US, we would not even be
talking about it. There it is
understood that getting
intimate with someone is the
highest form of love. We have
just shied away from a very
beautiful emotion in our
society. But now because of the
internet, things are changing.”
And this change has
brought about a lot of
experimenting when it comes
to content, according to Flora.
“There is a lot of content
which was never explored
earlier. Like women’s issues
and how to deal with sexuality.
Exploring sex in our content is
empowering. It is indeed a
beautiful time for both actors
and storytellers. I think people

did have these ideas but
probably didn’t know how to
bring it forward. It is also a
demand and supply thing,” she
says.Even her upcoming short
film talks about a bold subject
— infidelity. And Flora says
that it is very important to
discuss it in open. “Infidelity

is something very rampant in
our society. There are so many
married men who portray
themselves as single. I have
dealt with one myself. I feel
that such stories need to be
told and I am happy to be a
part of such different stories,”
she concludes.

‘I am amazed by
Tagore’s work’
Nishad Neelambaran
ith songs such as
Namak (Omkara;
2006) and Kabira (Yeh
Jawaani Hai
Deewani; 2013) to her credit,
Rekha Bhardwaj has come a
long way since her debut in
1997 as a playback singer with
Chachi 420. Apart from her
work in the commercial arena,
the National Award-winning
singer is also known for her
independent tracks and
albums. Rekha will be seen
performing at the event titled,
Bongo Shongo presents Tagore
& We Live, in the city, today.
As the name suggests, the
evening will focus on Rabindra
Sangeet. Ask Rekha about her
performance, and she says, “I
will be performing with
Kolkata-based musicians
Sourendro Mullick and
Souymojit Das. Considering
that there will be a like-minded
audience, we will combine
thumri with Rabindra Sangeet.
Tagore’s songs are based on
raagas like Patdeep and
others.” When asked about her
understanding of Rabindra
Sangeet, she says that there is a
lot of in-depth meaning in
Tagore’s poems and songs.
“Each time I prepare a new
song, I am amazed by his work.
All the songs have a deeper

W
Kriti has done her fair share of
women-centric films and roles.
PHOTO: IANS

that,” Kriti shares.
The actor now has an
interesting slate of work, with
Arjun Patiala, the historical
drama Panipat, and the comedy
Housefull 4. “I’m in a good
space right now in my life
where I’m getting to do the kind
of work I really want to. All
these films belong to different
genres and I’m glad I took those
decisions in choosing different
kinds of roles and films because
I feel that’s the only way you
IANS
can grow.”

I’m getting to do the
kind of work I want to.
All these films belong
to different genres and
I’m glad I took those
decisions in choosing
different kinds of roles
and films because I
feel that’s the only way
you can grow.
KRITI SANON ACTOR

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

meaning to it. For instance, if
he is talking about rains, it is
not just rains that he is
focusing on. He talks about a
lot of other things too,” she
says, adding, “Another thing
that I really like about
Rabindra Sangeet is that even
though he wrote in Bengali,
his songs also have a very close
relation to Sufi music.”
Explaining the connection
between Rabindra Sangeet and
Sufi music, she says, “A lot of
his work is for the beloved,
which is considered to be the
God in this case. This is the
same in Sufi. Any love poem
in Sufi — be it about longing,
separation or togetherness, it is
all dedicated to the beloved,
who is also considered to
be the god.”
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

APRIL 21 - 27, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

BY MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
To commit mistakes is the
only way to learn. If you are
looking at somebody else to
dictate to you to decide for
or against, you will never be
able to know what your life
is. It has to be lived, and you
have to follow your own
small light, says Osho, the
Zen master.

Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading Tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual, as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, A P R I L 2 1, 20 1 9

There is duality and division as you need to deal with
two situations at the same time this week. You can be
frustrated as some great ideas in which you invested
time and energy did not actualise. Be practical and
realistic at this point. Over analysing professional
situations and personal relationships only causes
stress and conflict. Your heart gives you the best
answers and your intuition reveals insights. Beware of
idle chatter and gossip in the work area. It’s best to be
light, playful and in touch with your sense of humour
at this point. Friends, family and loved ones are
supportive and understanding.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Sky blue

LEO

The current for the future invites you to make new
beginnings and say a final goodbye to the past this
week. New horizons and opportunities in business and
personal matters open up. A trip overseas is on the
cards! Your patience and intervention in family
conflicts eventually brings peace and understanding.
Your perseverance at work takes you through delay
and opposition actualisation and success. There is a
synthesis of professional ideas and diverse energies,
which makes a collective impact on your business
ventures. Personal relationships are loving but need
space and freedom to grow.
Lucky number: 21 Good colour: Royal blue

VIRGO

You feel a bit defeated by situations and mental
conflicts this week as you face opposition at home
and competition at work. The head and heart pull you
in different directions when you are confronted with
professional and personal choices. It’s best to allow
time and space to change certain situations rather
than push them with great effort and get frustrated.
Personal relationships improve with patience, love
and care. Finances need to be managed well and
budgets stuck to or you can lose perspective and find
your resources depleted. Health needs care and stress
needs to be avoided.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Pinks

LIBRA

You go through a variety of experiences this week
that touch you deeply and transform you. A seminar
or learning and teaching program hones your skills.
Superiors at work and parents at home guide and
support you in the right direction, also expect a lot
from you. Since you learn a valuable lesson from a
personal experience there are changes in your
attitudes and priorities. You are creative and leave a
lasting impression in professional and personal
relationships. It would be gainful to focus on practical
matters like finances and business details. You resolve
a family conflict with your good heart and generosity.
Lucky number: 5 Good colours: Earthy browns

SCORPIO

Actor Timothy
Olyphant

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

SAGITTARIUS

You opt for freedom and space in personal and
professional situations this week, as you are not ready
to accept limitations. You are original, creative and
bold while expressing your emotions and ideas. Your
actions may appear foolish to others or even to
yourself, if you try to analyse them with your rational
mind. At this point, trust and innocence rather than
scepticism and past experience are your true guides.
You find new ways to express your creativity at work
and emotions in loving relationships. Travel and
movement rejuvenate your energy and give you a
sense of release from routines and patterns.
Lucky number: 17 Good colours: Forest greens

CAPRICORN

You may be disappointed this week, as your great
expectations do not actualise in exactly the way you
had hoped they would. There is disturbance and
interference in personal relationships when you least
expect them. You may feel let down by friends or
family members when you need them most. Learn a
lesson from negative experiences and get on with
your life. It’s time to let go the past rather than cling
to it and say a reverent farewell. Life is passing you by
and you are in danger of missing it. Love and
friendship return at the end of the week as
unexpectedly as they disappeared.
Lucky number: 5 Good colour: Saffron

AQUARIUS

Good fortune and happiness are a blessing in your life
this week! Exciting business and professional
opportunities come from nowhere and prove to be
lucrative. Breakthroughs in tough professional
situations and turnarounds in personal relationships
are possible now. It’s best to take advantage of this
lucky period to make important changes. Awareness is
needed to move towards positive relationships and
progressive opportunities as things happen quickly.
Love, romance, party, fun, celebrations and family
reunions can keep you happy and busy. Beware of
emotional overreactions and over indulgence.
Lucky number: 10 Good colour: Royal blue

PISCES

ctor Timothy
Olyphant has said he
had a great time
working with “lovely
guy” Luke Perry on
Quentin Tarantino’s
upcoming film Once Upon
a Time in Hollywood.
Perry, the star of hit ’90s
television show Beverly Hills,
90210, passed away, aged 52, in
March. Tarantino’s film will be
his last on-screen outing.
Olyphant, who portrays
Lancer’s “Western” co-star
James Stacy, shot majority of
his scenes with Perry.
“What a lovely guy. Just a
lovely guy. I’m going to miss
him at that premiere. I’m going
to miss him. I’m going to miss
him anyway,” he told Variety,
while speaking on the sideline
of the New York City premiere
of his animated film Missing
Link. “We just met on the film,

he placement of planets in
our present life
horoscopes is based on
our past life karma. Lord
Brahma has meticulously
penned your horoscope,
which usually tends to follow
the same path as in the
previous births with a
difference of your free will.
This free will helps you to
correct your karma by
positively influencing the
planets. However, we forget
that it must be done by us and
not by the almighty. The most
troublesome planet is the
karmic planet of ‘Shani’ or
Saturn. Associated with
death, fate and grief, Saturn is
often described as malefic and
inauspicious. The placement
of Saturn in the horoscope
tells tales about our positive
and negative encounter in life.
Hence, it becomes our prime
duty to negate the negativity
and increase the positivity of
Saturn by understanding it.
However, Saturn is a blessing
when placed well in a
horoscope; the person is a
thinker, who speaks
infrequently. His behaviour is
logical and well-planned. He
is hard-working and speaks
on any subject only after
properly thinking about it.
His dealings are transparent,
especially, when it comes to

Summers are all about
them beach bods!
Setting goals with her
Instagram post is
actor Mandira Bedi,
who was seen chillin’
in Goa recently.

PHOTO: HTCS

T
Late actor Luke Perry
PHOTO: CHRIS PIZZELLO/INVISION/AP

but the two of us showed up,
and we kept looking at each
other like, ‘How’d we get in? I
don’t know who let us in, but
they let us in’... There were so
many moments where it just
felt like the two of us would look
at each other and we both had
the same look on our face,
which is, ‘Not bad. Here we
are’,” Olyphant added.
The actor said Perry was a
respected figure in Hollywood
and he has never met anyone
who uttered a bad word about
Perry. “I haven’t met anyone
who’s ever said a bad thing
about the guy, and that was my
experience hanging out with
him and working with him. He
was the best kind of actor. He
was a craftsman. He was all
about the work. No bulls**t. He
showed up early and did his
work, and we spent most of our
time talking about our families
and just enjoying the job. Just a
lovely guy,” Olyphant added.

PTI

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

You are blessed with pleasure and happiness in
personal relationships and family situations this week.
You are about to achieve your heart’s desire and can
plan for some changes in your life. Gain and creativity
at work are satisfying. Go with the flow and trust that
the river of life is taking you in the right direction.
Personal relationships are supportive with a promising
future. Children are demanding and play significant
roles in your life. A personal meeting will lead to
romance and commitment sometime in the future.
You adapt and mould yourself to any given situation
with ease and positive energy.
Lucky number: 1 Good colour: Rose pink

Abundance of love and friendship from people who
matter makes this a special and happy week for you.
You share luxury and hospitality with friends and the
good things of life with loved ones. Work situations
progress smoothly with a momentum of their own.
Visitors and communications can be expected at the
end of the week. Trust your intuition and feelings
about people and situations as they will be right. It’s
time to express ideas, ambitions and feelings since
you are seen, noted and heard. Beware of over
indulgence in food or drink as you enter party zones
and moods.
Lucky number: 3 Good colour: Pomegranate red

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

You may find yourself procrastinating and vacillating
in professional and personal matters this week. You
can easily get yourself down by thinking negatively
and undermining your confidence. Sit up, take stock of
resources and forces and make decisions in a
forthright manner. Act with dynamic speed and
energise projects that are going through difficulty.
Personal relationships may be demanding and
needing your participation. Mixed feelings of failure
and success lead to inertia, be total and focused in the
moment with whatever you are doing. Social
obligations may have to be met this week.
Lucky number: 7 Good colour: Creamy white

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Saturn, reminder of past life karma

A

Taylor Swift

Relationships and close friendships greet you with
love, happiness and luxury. Personal relationships
flower into lasting commitments. You share
memorable times with family and friends. Be where
you are as you can gain both from pleasure and hard
work. As professional projects approach completion
you may be looking for fresh opportunities that take a
little while coming, so do not be impatient. A good
time to approach difficult relatives, friends or
associates emotionally as they are ready to
understand your point of view! You are intuitive
about people and situations, so listen to your wisdom.
Lucky number: 4 Good colour: Old rose

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert
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Timothywillmiss
‘lovelyguy’Luke
Perry

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Caught
on Insta

PHOTO: CHARLES
SYKES/INVISION/AP

Mental conflicts are finally resolved this week as you
make a compromise and opt for peace at work and
harmony at home. Intellectual differences should be
treated lightly and discussed rationally. You remain
individualistic and independent through Inner and
outer changes that are effected peacefully. A balanced
perspective and positive attitude leads to closer
family relationships and supportive business
partnerships. You receive a lot of love and compassion
from family and friends when you need it. Health
problems can be resolved quickly and surgery may be
the right answer to a particular problem.
Lucky number: 2 Good colours: Pinks

money matters, and his life is
spent comfortably. He is
gainfully employed and
known to be a diligent worker.
He is accommodating in all
aspects of life and enjoys the
reputation of being tolerant.
The most important thing to
understand is that the free
can increase this positive side
of Saturn, even if it is
adversely placed in a
horoscope. Lord Brahma, by
the placement of Saturn in
each house, tries to foretell
what traits are to be restricted
and what traits are to be
enhanced. For example:
Saturn in the first house gives
health problems. Hence, the
native should take good care
of his health. This placement
of Saturn delays and creates
obstacles in projects, which
means that no work should be
undertaken without planning.
It also gives the native bad

morals, but with the aid of
free will the native can
effectively shun this habit,
or it will ruin the career.
A well-deciphered horoscope
that has Saturn in the first
house tell volumes about a
failed partnership, falling
from high positions, suffering
deception etc. All these traits
can be read beforehand, and
the native could be asked to
mend their ways to achieve
success. Likewise, a detailed
study of this karmic planet
in different houses could be
done.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. Website:
www.vinaybajrangi.com, call:
9278665588, 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

You need to put some more
effort to be able to give a
good account of yourself
through your ability to
iimpress others. You
will be able to carry
through a property
project. Your
enthusiasm about
your relationship is
y
likely to encourage your
like
partner. He/she may have
special plans for the day, so
pace your day accordingly.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: White

A profitable day is foreseen
as far as your finances are
concerned. Luck shines on
tho
ose searching for a
ssuitable job. Your
enthusiasm for work
is contagious and
will help make a lot
of friends at work
place. Your mood
p
might get spoilt as you
mig
try to manage some
important task at the
domestic front.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Crimson

Getting a clear chit on the
health front is likely to come
as a big relief. A business
paartner or associate will
prove god sent for
some as he/she gives
you a helping hand
to solve your
financial issues.
Convincing those who
C
matter about your ideas
mat
at work might not get the
positive response you
expected.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Forest green

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Health keeps you content as
you maintain a regular
fitness regime. You may
remain mentally
preoccupied today,
due to professional
commitments.
Celebrating an event
together with family
and friends is very
n’tt
much on the cards. Don
lose heart if its taking longer
to gain stability in your
romantic relationship.
Lucky Number: 22
Colour: Electric grey

Health remains good. Your
investments might not hit
the bullseye. You will have
to be more patient forr
the funds to multiply.
Don’t be
argumentative at
work as this can go
against you.Meeting
friends and enjoying a
trip together is
indicated. Your romantic
overtures are likely to take
some time to get approval.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Yellow

Taking up a physical activity
or sport will bring your
fitness back. Undertaking
something enjoyable
at home is indicated
today. Your upbeat
mood and a long
drive will keep you
in a happy state. It
seems to be the best
y
day to buy a property.
Arguments fetch nothing.
Especially, absolutely
nothing on the love front.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Deep sky blue

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health might create some
minor tiffs today, so be
careful. You will be able to
maake good decisions on
tthe financial front.
Your cooperating
nature helps binding
every family
member and making
you the apple of their
eye. It is time to give a
eye
serious thought to someone
you have been admiring, to
take the relation forward.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Pink

Your efforts on the
professional front show all
signs of succeeding. You can
be rushed into
ccompleting an
assignment at work
and you will be
successful. It seems
not a good day for
any property related
discussions. Someone is
disc
likely to reciprocate your
romantic aspirations, so get
set for a great time.
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Light blue

Eating heavy and oily food
can cause problems on the
health front. Your work is
like
ely to speak for itself
aand impress the boss.
It is better to stay
away from behind
the wheel as
indicated in your
travel cards today.
Weigh what you speak
Wei
today or you may be
misunderstood on the love
front.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Lemon

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Don’t try to wallow in makebelieve ailments as your
health turns out to be
excellent. You will enjo
oy
an unwavering focus
at work today. Your
interfering nature
can get you on the
wrong side of a
family member. Take
some time out for
yourself and the one you like
since stars promise an
enjoyable time today.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Brown

You are likely to remain
preoccupied with health
concerns today. Be careful
when dealing with a
co-worker about an
important task as it
may not be done
well. You will fare
much better in a
property deal if you
don’t play for shortterm gains. It seems to be a
good day to muster courage
to approach love interest.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Light brown

A diet plan adopted might
not suit you. Confusion can
prevail over some financial
issue and require time
e
to sort out. You may
miss a chance to
meet someone you
admire and feel
disappointed. Delay
can let slip a good
deal in the property
business. Your heart knows
whether you are in love or
not. No point doubting it.
Lucky Number: 1
Colour: Parrot green
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IN FULL BLOOM
Washington is also a centre of
Sakura, and the US declares
National Cherry Blossom Festival
around the same time as Japan

■

THIRD WORLD PROBLEMS
It took 90 minutes to clear immigration
at Dulles Airport because most
counters were unmanned

■
■

DESI IN DC
Rasika in Washington serves
modern Indian food and is
brimming with people

Photo: SHUTTERSTOCK

■
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Washington Diary

INDIAN FOOD may not be as big in America as it is in England, but with

new developments on the Indian restaurants’ block, that is sure to change

RUDE TRAVEL

Vir Sanghvi

W

hen Air India first introduced its non-stop flights to
America, I thought they
were the height of glamour.
I remember flying to New York on a
flight that had Pranab Mukherjee (then
India’s foreign minister), Shabana
Azmi and various other famous figures.
Slowly, Air India began to fly to
more American destinations and bit by
bit, I took those flights too: Chicago and
then San Francisco. Admittedly, they
were not so glamorous now: First Class
had shrunk from a full cabin to a single
row and few foreigners took the flights,
so they were really NRI Expresses. But
I liked them anyway.
So it was no surprise that when I
had to go to Washington DC last week, I
picked the Air India non-stop. Sadly, it
turned out to be among the worst nonstop long-haul flights I have taken in a
long time.
It wasn’t Air India’s fault. Ground
handling at Delhi was outstanding but
everyone had been stymied by the ban
on over-flights over Pakistan territory.
This meant our plane had to take a
longer, circuitous route, which in turn
meant that the aircraft would not
have the fuel capacity to do DelhiWashington non-stop. So the flight
was diverted to Mumbai for refuelling (three hours) and then delayed
on the ground there because of
heavy winds.
When
we
finally
reached
Washington DC, I had been in the aircraft for close to 25 hours. Worse was to
follow. About the only thing that Donald
Trump says that I agree with is that the
US has third world airports. There

were around 1,500 people packed into
the arrivals hall at Dulles Airport and
only a few officers to handle them.
(Seventy per cent of immigration
desks were unmanned.) So, that took
another 90 minutes or so.
By the time I collapsed into my
room at the very elegant St. Regis, I
was totally exhausted but still alert
enough to wonder if I should keep taking non-stop long-haul flights.
My guess is: no.
I have been to DC several times
before. It is a charming town but it
lacks the beating heart of New York
City. You are always aware that exciting things are happening nearby.
Donald Trump was probably sitting
down to compose a semi-literate tweet
as I drove into the city. But unless you
are an insider, none of this means very
much to the casual visitor. You can
watch it just as well on CNN in Delhi as
you can in DC.
But Washington can be full of surprises. At around this time of year, all
of Japan goes officially crazy because
the cherry blossom trees bloom (they
call them Sakura). This is such a big
event that you have to book your flights
and your hotels months in advance.
What I did not realise was that
Washington is also a centre of Sakura.
Each year, at around the same time as
Japan, the US declares a National
Cherry Blossom festival.
I was lucky enough to land just as
the Sakura was blooming and the city
was full of the white flowers. Even
outside the St. Regis, three Sakura
■

SOUTHERN SPECIAL
DC Dosa is a popular outlet in
Union Market

trees blazed away. I have never seen
Washington look so beautiful.
The trees, it turns out, were gifted
to Washington by the Mayor of Tokyo
in the early part of the 20th century
(long before Fat Man and Little Boy)
and have quickly become an integral
part of the DC scene. Unlike the
Japanese, however, Americans do not
treat the Sakura with much reverence
and the blooming of the cherry blossoms is more about partying.
As you probably know, Indian food
is not as big in America as it is in
England. There are, as far as I know, no
Michelin-star Indian restaurants in DC
and the average citizen is less familiar
with Indian food than say, the average
New Yorker.
So I was pleased to see when I went
to Union Market, a development that
houses many street stalls and tiny
gourmet operations, that among the
more popular outlets was DC Dosa.
This was a small counter, run (when I
went) by two Latina women which
served dosas, chilas and uttapams. It
was described as home-style Indian
food but neither the ladies making the
dosas nor the people ordering them
were Indian.
This pleased me enormously.
Indian food will never hit the mainstream till it goes totally international.
The guys at the pizza stand next door in
Union Market were not Italians. So
why should the dosa ladies be Indians?
Washington does have top Indian
places frequented by the high and
mighty. Nearly two decades ago, I went
to The Bombay Club because I was told
that the Clintons went there. The food
was pretty awful so I concluded that
either I had just been unlucky or that
the Clintons and I like different kinds
of food.
The same owners have since
opened two restaurants called Rasika
which have won rave reviews. Mutual
friends had told me not to let The
Bombay Club experience deter me
so I went to the original Rasika.
It is a packed restaurant (obviously they are doing very well)
that looks rather like an outlet at
an Indian five-star hotel where the F&B
manager has been asked to increase
the capacity by a third so they can
inflate revenues.
Service was smart and efficient (I
booked under a false name and I don’t
think I was rumbled). Some of the

■

BITE THIS!
Chutney sampler with a basket of Indian
crispies like khakra and papad at Punjab Grill

food was okay. A kind of dahi puri and
ragda pattice were fine if not great
and the coconut rice was very good. It
was the mains that let the meal down.
The vindaloo masala was okay but the
dish tasted like an assembly. The potatoes had been cooked separately and
added later. The little cocktail onions

■

FOOD WIZARD
Chef Jassi Bindra brings a new
freshness to the menu at Punjab Grill

■

ed by Zorawar Kalra, based on recipes
collected by his famous father Jiggs
Kalra. Zorawar first went into partnership with Amit Burman and Rohit
Aggarwal of Lite Bite foods and then
sold the whole operation to them.
Since then, the chain has followed a
complex, multi-pronged strategy. In what
we might call B-class locations, it sticks
to the butter chicken/black dal formula.
But it has had a remarkable (if largely
unnoticed) rise in foreign countries.

GAME CHANGERS
Amit Burman and Rohit Aggarwal (right),
directors of Lite Bite foods

that distinguish Urbano Rego’s vindaloos in Goa had been replaced by large
pickled onions that completely
destroyed the flavour of the vindaloo.
I was suspicious of a purdah biryani
because it didn’t taste right, but I
don’t know enough about the process
to tell whether this was a tawa biryani
that had been shoe-horned later into a
dum vessel.
The service, on the other hand,
was first rate. The manager saw that
I had barely touched the main courses, and when the bill came they had
removed both the biryani and the
vindaloo.
Perhaps I am just unlucky or the
hype surrounding Rasika is overblown.
Either way, I don’t think I will find out.
I shall not be trying it again.
Punjab Grill is an Indian chain start-

The Punjab Grill in Singapore’s
Marina Bay Sands is hugely upmarket,
in keeping with the location. The one
in Bangkok sticks to more traditional
Indian food but it is a quantum leap
from anything the brand has done in
India. In Abu Dhabi, it is located at the
Ritz Carlton and run to Ritz standards.
The Washington DC outpost has
just opened (and was jam-packed the
night I went) and along with Karan
Singh, their partner in America, it is
clear that Burman and Aggarwal are
going for broke. It is an expensivelydesigned restaurant with artisanal
handmade decorative windows, walls
and a decadently gorgeous private dining room that is clearly based on the
mirror room at Amber Fort.
The idea is to combine this
super upmarket, artisanally Indian

■

UPMARKET APPEAL
Punjab Grill in DC has been designed with
artisanal handmade decorative windows
and walls

decor with food that is modern and
sophisticated. A starter plate of golgappas was filled with two spheres
of fruit flavour. The haleem was
made with venison giving it a depth
that goat meat often lacks. There
was fresh buratta with Indian spiced
tomatoes. A plate of pickled vegetables had just the right amount of
sourness. A chutney sampler came
with a basket of Indian crispies:
slices of khakras, papads, shreds of
paper dosas and more.
There were all the luxury touches. Some dishes had white truffles
on them. There was even an elaborately constructed Indian answer to
Peking Duck. A caviar service
looked great and used white
makhan to a devastating effect rather than the usual sour cream. All
this was lubricated by two excellent
sommeliers who swung from
Burgundy to California to Italy
to Champagne.
Judged purely as a modern
Indian restaurant with classic, formal service (sauces poured from little boats etc.), this is far ahead of
those London restaurants that try
and do the same thing. Plus, there is
a boldness to the menu which seems
to come from the young chef, Jassi,
who has incorporated many of partner Karan Singh’s ideas. As a consequence, the food has a freshness
about it that most upmarket Indian
restaurants lack, especially abroad.
Who would have thought it? All
this while, we watched Rohit and
Amit and Lite Bite expand all over
India. But while we weren’t looking,
they managed to create what could
soon become the finest global chain
of upmarket Indian restaurants.

The On-Road Conference Room
THE V-CLASS is the most luxurious MPV you can buy and is aimed

at those who like to travel in a group, but in style
Businesses are growing, people
are on the move, and the need to
travel in style and comfort has never
been greater. But does that justify
the rather steep asking price of ~
81.9 lakh for a minivan, even if it’s
got a three-pointed star on its grille?
Let’s see how far your money goes.

V FOR VAST

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

That this minivan has not-so-mini
proportions is immediately obvious
the moment you come within five

feet of it. This is a massive vehicle in
every dimension, which – along with
the price – sets it a class apart. In
fact, the slab-like proportions, towering height and flattish body panels
gives the V-Class commercial vehicle connotations, which (for obvious
reasons) Mercedes has tried to mask
with a smart set of alloy wheels, and
glossy metallic paint. The good thing
is that it’s got a nose that could
belong to any Merc. The front end
with the nicely-detailed headlights,

sculpted bumpers and large grille is
what elevates the V-Class’ image.
The six-seater version I am testing here (there is a cheaper sevenseater version as well) is more for
personal and corporate use and is
aimed at CEOs and large families. So
is the V-Class versatile enough to
switch between the boardroom and
family room? The main cabin can be
easily accessed even in a tight parking spot thanks to the electricallyoperated sliding doors that open
wide. The flat floor and massive
amount of headroom make it convenient for passengers to move around
in the cabin, and the seats them-

selves have generous amounts of
travel. The pair of middle row seats
can be turned around to face the
third row – an ideal configuration
when conducting meetings on the
move. There are individual fold-out
trays that can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a
mini conference table.
As a family car or luxury peoplemover, the V-Class is best used with
all three rows facing the direction of
travel. However, rotating the middle
row of seats by 180 degrees is a cumbersome process and the easiest
thing to do is send the car to the
dealer where a trained technician
can switch the seats around in a jiffy.

NOTHING QUITE LIKE IT

M

ercedes-Benz
has
always had its eye on
the luxury end of the
Indian minivan market,
which is still an empty niche. After
unsuccessful attempts with the
MB100 minivan and R-Class MPV in
the past, Mercedes is having another
dogged crack at this elusive segment
with the massive V-Class minivan.
Will it be third time lucky this time
round? Can Mercedes make its latest
minivan stick in a segment that has
eluded the company all these years?

■

Driving this 5.1 metre long minivan
isn’t as intimidating as I thought,
thanks to the lofty driving position
that gives you a great view out and
the light controls, which make it
quite easy to handle. In India,
the V-Class is offered
only with the V220d
variant and that
means it gets
the old school
2.1-litre diesel, which is
quite gruff

■

MEETING ON THE MOVE
The fold-out trays can slide forward, and
with all of them open, they form a mini
conference table!

and not as refined as the latest Merc
engines. It’s not very powerful either
and with only 163hp on tap to pull a
3.1-ton vehicle, performance is modest at best.
The ride, however, is very plush
by minivan standards and in true
Merc fashion, the V220d simply
smothers bad roads and does a great
job of not disturbing that board
meeting going on in the back.
Look at the V-class as a conventional six-seater and the price is
hard to justify when for the same
money you could get three top-end
Innova Crystas and some change. No
doubt it’s overpriced for what you
get, but it’s for what you don’t get
that you pay this eye-watering premium. There’s nothing else in the
market that offers the same mix of
prestige, luxury, flexible seating and
sheer space, which is why the
V-Class is unique.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight

SMART ACCESS
The electrically-operated sliding doors
allow the main cabin to be accessed
easily even in a tight parking spot
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TOFEED OR NOT TO FEED
A STRAY!
Enough of people fighting like
dogs, over dogs

A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
arlier this week, the
Nisarg Heaven Society in
Mumbai fined a woman
resident ₹3.6 lakh for
feeding stray dogs in the
society premises. A few days
earlier, a fight between two
residents of a posh Gurgaon
society got ugly and physical,
when one objected to the other
feeding stray dogs. When the
news was being narrated in
the news meeting, my boss
shook his head and said,
“Mark my words, the next civil
war will be fought between
animal lovers and those who
they think cause nuisance.”
The word play may have been
extreme, but what he said
comes from a deep sense of
understanding of a societal
problem that’s growing at an
alarming rate. Well, just as the
number of stray dogs in India
— 30 million, as per a 2016
report published in
Washington Post.
Some colleagues asked me
to not take up this topic in the
column. ‘Too emotional’, said
one. ‘It’s impossible to remain
objective and neutral’, said
another. But kya hai nah, the
whole point of advocating
calmness is to take on
genuinely stressful situations
head-on. And what could be
more stressful than seeing
neighbours in so-called
educated and posh residential
areas fighting like dogs over…
well, dogs. Before I go on,
here’s a disclaimer. I am a dog
lover and I have three of my
own at home. Let me promise,
though, that it doesn’t keep me
from looking at both sides of
this stress in a fair manner.
Almost every other day, one
gets to see the conflict between
those whose hearts bleed for
cruelty against animals, and
those who feel that the animal
rights janta tends to go
overboard in behaving
aggressive. I spoke to a cop
who said that they get
countless calls and requests
for FIRs from residents

E

fighting over dogs, pet or
stray. The law in our country
theoretically stands in the
favour of animal welfare. The
practical on-ground situation
is different. A Delhi High
Court judgment of 2017 says
that the law does not prohibit
anyone from feeding stray
animals as long as those doing
it ensure that they don’t
become a nuisance for other
residents. Further, anyone
trying to harm a stray animal
can be charged under the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960. Both the
above lead to a lot of
complaints flying about in the
police stations, but hardly
anything ever comes out in the
form of conclusions. Because
the problem has much more to
do with mindset and social
behaviour, than what’s
written down in the lawbook.
I feel that in this whole
debate, there are three kinds of
players:

CATEGORY 1:
You are a certified animal
lover. See a puppy and an
awww sound involuntarily
starts to emit from your
mouth. You see someone
mistreating a stray dog and
your blood starts to boil. You’ll
go around putting jackets and
blankets on them during
winters and given a choice,
turn the entire society into
mini feeding booths for dogs,
who are helpless, homeless
and at the mercy of human
beings, who don’t think twice
before kicking them just for
some perverse pleasure.

CATEGORY 2:
You like dogs, but probably
from a distance. You’ll never
ill-treat them but you’ll also
not lead a march or take up
fights with insensitive
neighbours everyday in trying
to convert them into loving
beings. You’d wish that all
creatures, including stray
dogs, co-exist happily with

S

humans. But, you’d also want
safety of yourself and your
loved ones, and to see your
surroundings kept clean in the
process of that co-existence.

CATEGORY 3:
You are the Don. Really. You
hate everything that creepycrawls on four legs, creating
noise and pooping outside
your house. You have grown
up on horror stories of
‘stomach mein 14 injections’
due to a dog bite that your 15th
cousin suffered and you’ll just
not have yourself exposed to
that threat because of some
stupid dog lover who sneaks
out at night to feed strays
who’d be better off in some
sarkari shelter, if at all alive.
You can’t stand the hypocrisy
of dog lovers when they feel
nothing for homeless human
beings sleeping by the
roadside, and are busy feeding
an army of dogs who chase
your car, barking away to
glory in the middle of the
night. Utter. Unadulterated.
Nuisance.
The deal is that you could
belong to any of the three
above, and be perfectly well
within your rights to do so. But
life would be calmer if you are
flexible, and not rigid, in
trying to understand where
people from the other
categories stand. Here’s what I
want to say to each…

TO CATEGORY 1:
You guys are kind souls. It’s
heartening to see you stand up
for the right to dignity for
animals that can’t fight or fend
for themselves. My daughter
firmly belongs to your

category. But here’s what I tell
her, too. If you have the love
within you to feed stray dogs
on the road, also have the
sense of responsibility to clean
up after them. Compassion
can’t end at putting a bowl of
food at a public area, and
looking the other way when
you see heaps of poop on the
pathways on which your
elderly neighbours do their
daily morning walk. Also,
never look down or try to
make villains out of people
who may not feel the same love
that you do, for dogs. Instead
focus your energies in
ensuring that stray dogs in
your area are neutered,
vaccinated and trained for
behaviour, so that they can’t
harm kids who have an equal
right to play around their
house without feeling scared.

TO CATEGORY 2:
Yaar, aap chaalu log ho. It’s
safe to be a fence sitter but the
fence starts to poke after a
while if you stay on it for too
long, watching your
neighbours fight. You have a
critical role to play, in
bringing about co-existence
between warring factions.
Speak up, and be the ones to
formulate guidelines that keep
the interests of both sides in
mind. Tumhe toh punya
milega dher saara. And by the
way, pat a dog some day. They
give unconditional love and
loyalty. Convert ho jaoge.

TO CATEGORY 3:
Ji bhai, aap toh pehle gussa
thook do. Bullying others
won’t do any good in life,
especially when they have

Donald
Glover was
seen in Solo:
A Star Wars
Story
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON/AFP

the law on their side. You do
know, don’t you, that no law
in India can forbid anyone
from feeding stray dogs in
public places. And that getting
RWAs to issue notices and
forcing security guards in the
locality to hit the poor puppies
would get you no legal
sanction or moral support.
Having said that, I’m
absolutely with you in
understanding the irritation
that the behavior of dog lovers
may be causing. You want to
shout ‘Itna pyaar hai toh apne
ghar mein rakh lein’. But, you
do know that it may not be
practical. So let’s think
positive. Take the lead in
designating a specific area in
your locality where strays
could be fed. Explain to a dogloving neighbour, with
patience and no yelling, that
it’s not good to cause a mess
outside your house, because
you and your kids have a right
to a safe, peaceful and clean
existence, without having to
force-feel love for another
species. I’m sure they’ll
understand. If they can feel so
much love and compassion for
animals, they can’t be
insensitive and cruel to their
own beings. Shayad humne
kabhi pyaar se samjhaaya hi
nahi. Ya shayad kabhi
samjhaa hi nahi.
Sonal Kalra is going to
adopt two more dogs, soon.
She’ll be thrown out of her
house after that. Somebody
please adopt her. Mail your
feedback to sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com or
facebook.com/sonal.kalra.
Follow on Twitter
@sonalkalra.

Clint Eastwood’s
last film was
2018’s The Mule
PHOTO: CHRIS
PIZZELLO/AP

Maroon (Glover), a Cuban
musician who “is
determined to throw a
festival for his island
community”. Rihanna plays
his girlfriend and musical
inspiration Kofi Novia.
Glover’s younger brother
Stephen has written the
screenplay for the
PTI
film.

Rihanna
starred
alongside
Donald
Glover in the
musical
Guava Island
PHOTO: JOEL C
RYAN/AP

The actor says
she feels like
she has earned
them and they
signify her
maturity and
point of view
ctor-filmmaker Reese
Witherspoon, who
recently celebrated her
43rd birthday, has
opened up about getting older
and embracing this new phase
of life.
Stating that she prefers
being a 43-year-old woman
with grey hair and fine lines,
the actor says, “I just feel like
I earned that grey hair and my
fine lines. I like ‘em. I so
prefer 43 to 25.”
“I have a point of view
because I’ve been on this
planet for 43 years, and I
didn’t feel that same way
when I was 25. I didn’t have
the same things to say. I’m 43
and I’ve had a whole bunch of
experiences, and I can speak
with thoughtfulness about the
changes I’d like to see in the
world,” People quoted an
extract from Witherspoon’s
recent interview with Allure.
While she happily
embraces her grey hair, when
it comes to keeping her blond
locks golden yellow and
shiny, the Big Little Lies actor
relies on her go-to colourist of
15 years, Lorri Goddard.

PHOTO: HILARY
BRONWYN
GAYLE/AP
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Actor Rihanna goes gaga over
co-star Donald Glover
inger-actor Rihanna has
praised her Guava Island
co-star Donald Glover for
the response the film has
received.
The musical, directed by
Hiro Murai, made a surprise
debut at Coachella on April 11
and was later released on a
streaming platform.
In an Instagram post,
Rihanna called Glover, who
also served as a writer and
producer of the film, a “true
gem to the culture”.
“Wow! The response to
#GuavaIsland has been quite
overwhelming. So happy you
guys felt the beauty in this
film,” she wrote.
The singer went to add in
the post, “Donald Glover, you
are a true gem to the culture.
I’m so proud of you and the
work you put into making this
film. I felt how close this was
to you and your entire team.
Thank you for trusting me
with this role! It was the
greatest experience being in
Cuba, phones off, present with
life and art! It was humbling. I
loved watching every second
of it,” she added.
The film follows Deni

Reese embraces her grey
hair and fine lines

“It takes three hours to
have my highlights done, no
joke. I go every seven or eight
weeks. I’m starting to get grey
around the edges of my
hairline. Lorri doesn’t like to
call them greys, though. She
says they’re ‘hyper-blondes’,”
the Home Again (2017) actor
ANI
shares.

...I didn’t feel that
same way when I was
25. I’m 43 and I’ve had
a whole bunch of
experiences, and
I can speak with
thoughtfulness about
the changes I’d like to
see in the world.
REESE WITHERSPOON
ACTOR-FILMMAKER

Andrew Garfield’s dream role is to
be a father in real life

ctor Andrew Garfield
recently opened up about
his “cheesy” dream role.
The actor said it was his dream
to become ‘a father in real life’,
while promoting his new film
Under the Silver Lake.
During the event, a fan
asked the actor what his dream
role was, to which Garfield
said, “This is such a cheesy
response. To be a father. My
dream role is to be a father to a
child, in real life not just in
fictional films.”
In 2014, the actor explored
the role of fatherhood in 99
Homes, where he played a

A

single dad who loses his home
to foreclosure. Later in 2015,
the actor revealed that it was
during the filming of 99 Homes
that he came face to face with
his fatherly instincts.
“I’ve always had them
somewhere. I think all men do
and all women have that
motherly instinct, and it was
exciting to explore that on
screen, and daunting and
scary,” Entertainment Tonight
quoted Garfield as saying.
“I kind of thought, ‘Well,
how do I do that? If I haven’t
experienced it, can I do it?’ but
then I realised that’s the

situation of every single father
in the history of time... We’re
all going into this initiations
totally blind and groping in the
dark. So, I kind of went with
that feeling of not knowing
what the hell I was doing and it
kind of helped,” he added. ANI

Acting took her away from me,
I didn’t enjoy that: Abhimanyu
Juhi Chakraborty
is mother, Bhagyashree,
who was catapulted to
fame after her debut film
Maine Pyar Kiya (1989), quit
Bollywood after just a handful
of films to focus on her family.
And Abhimanyu Dassani says
back then he never wanted
his mother to go back to
acting as he didn’t like to be
away from her.
“Acting took her away
from me, I didn’t enjoy that. I
wanted her to be always
around. I am very possessive
and protective about her. I
still am,” he says.
But now it seems he has
had a change of heart and is
pushing his mother to get
back to full-time acting in
Hindi films. “Well I have
matured now. I am trying to
convince her to get back to
acting. If a great script or
director comes to her, I will
myself convince her to take it
up,” shares the actor, who
recently made an impactful
Bollywood debut with Mard
Ko Dard Nahi Hota.
So, what has been his
mother’s reaction to all the
praise coming his way? “She
is happy and very proud
about my work, just like any
other mother would be. Since
the film’s release (on March
21), it has just been water
works at home (laughs).
Every time she reads a
glowing review about my
performance, she gets very
emotional,” the actor says.
He made a successful
Bollywood debut but it
happened a bit late,
considering he is 29. “I am
aware of that. But I have a
major in finance and I have

H

Clint may direct film
on wrongly accused
security guard
eteran actor-filmmaker
Clint Eastwood might
direct The Ballad of
Richard Jewell, a look at a
security guard whose life gets
turned upside down after
media reports identified him as
a possible suspect in the 1996
Atlanta Olympics bombing.
Actors Jonah Hill and
Leonardo DiCaprio will no
longer appear in the movie.
Their involvement will be
limited to producing the film,
reports Variety magazine.
Eastwood circled the project
several years ago before opting
to direct the
2016 drama Sully. Director
Ezra Edelman was last
person to consider the
project. Captain Phillips (2013)
screenwriter Billy Ray is
writing the script, which
will be based on a Marie
Brenner article in Vanity Fair.

V

RICHARD JEWELL
HAD REPORTED ON A
BOMB AT THE 1996
ATLANTA OLYMPICS,
ONLY TO FIND
HIMSELF SUSPECTED
AS PART OF THE PLOT
Jewell reported on the
knapsack bomb at the
1996 Summer Games and
helped clear bystanders — only
to find himself
suspected of being involved
in the plot.
He was cleared as a
suspect three months later and
died in 2007 of a heart attack at
the age of 44.
IANS

been working for many years.
It is not that I have no clue
about the film industry. I even
assisted on Dum Maaro Dum
(2011). But there is a time for
everything. It is not a stroke
of luck or a handout that
someone has given to me,” he
signs off.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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