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ELON MUSK SAYS ROBOTAXIS COMING TO
US ROADS NEXT YEAR
>>htbusiness p13

IMRAN UNDER
ATTACK FOR
IRAN REMARK

BAJRANG WINS ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP GOLD

WORLD NO. 1 DEFEATS KAZAKHSTAN’S SAYATBEK OKASSOV IN TOUGH FINAL >>p18

>>htworld p12

Election 2019 half done,
EVM fight erupts again

SC FORMS PANEL
TO INVESTIGATE
CHARGE AGAINST
CHIEF JUSTICE

OPPN UNITY Leaders across parties allege voting machines have flaws; EC says glitches minor

n

HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Opposition leaders
across the country complained of
malfunctioning electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and linked voter-verified paper audit trail
(VVPAT) machines in the third
and largest phase of the 17th Lok
Sabha elections on Tuesday,
alleging that votes in several places were being credited only to
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) no matter who they
had been cast for.
Leaders of the Congress, the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), Telugu Desam Party
(TDP), Trinamool Congress
(TMC), Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
Communist Party of India (CPI),
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), or CPI(M), and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) held a press conference in
Mumbai to allege that EVMs
were being manipulated.
NCP chief Sharad Pawar said
the manipulation of EVMs was
the only “worrying factor” at a
time when the mood of the nation
is favouring change. “EVMs are
vulnerable to programming
errors,” TDP leader N Chandrababu Naidu said. EVMs can be
manipulated, hacked and even
malfunction because of technical
reasons, he said. AAP leader Sanjay Singh said Election Commission was acting like Dhritrashtra,
the blind father of the Kauravas
in the epic Mahabharata.
CONTINUED ON P9

shortstories
SC NOTICE TO
RAHUL IN RAFALE
CONTEMPT CASE
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday issued notice to
Congress president Rahul Gandhi,
asking him to respond why
contempt proceedings should not
be initiated against him for
attributing remarks to the top
court in the Rafale case. The
notice was issued after Rahul
Gandhi’s lawyer Abhishek Manu
Singhvi urged judges to close the
contempt case against him and
argued that court had “not issued
notice” to his client but only
HTC
sought an explanation.

Vice Admiral files new plea
against Navy chief pick
NEW DELHI: Vice Admiral Bimal
Verma on Tuesday moved the
Armed Forces Tribunal for the
second time after the government named his junior officer Vice
Admiral Karambir Singh as the
next navy chief last month, two
people with direct knowledge of
HTC
the matter said.

n

People waiting in a queue to cast their votes outside a polling station in Anantnag. The constituency
SHANKAR NARAYAN/HT
witnessed a turnout of 13.8% in the first phase of polling on Tuesday. >>P6

Clashes mar Bengal polling; 1 dead
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA:A man was killed in polit-

ical clashes and several others
were injured as violence lashed
West Bengal, where five seats in
the northern part of the state
went to the polls on Tuesday and
turnout stood at 78.94%.
Tiyarul Kalam, 55, succumbed
to his injuries after clashes
between Trinamool Congress
and Congress workers outside

THE MAN WAS INJURED
IN CLASHES BETWEEN
TMC AND CONGRESS
WORKERS OUTSIDE A
BOOTH IN MURSHIDABAD
polling booth number 188 of
Bhagwangola assembly segment
in the Murshidabad parliamentary constituency. Voters at the
booth said Trinamool and Con-

gress workers attacked each
other with bamboo sticks and sickles. “My father accompanied me
to the polling station as I was voting for the first time,” said the
deceased’s son, Mohtab Sheikh,
as he broke into tears.
Before polling opened on Tuesday, Tojammel Ansari, the husband of a Trinamool Congress
councillor of Domkal municipality in Murshidabad, was hit with
sticks on the head by an unidenti››P8
fied group of people.

Bhadra Sinha
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A three-member committee of sitting Supreme Court
judges, justice SA Bobde, justice
NV Ramana and justice Indira
Banerjee , will look into the sexual harassment allegations levelled by a former woman staffer
of the top court against Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan
Gogoi after a full court passed a
resolution to this effect on Tuesday, judges with direct knowledge of the matter said, asking
not to be identified.
The move came a day after the
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) and Supreme Court
Advocates on Record Association (SCORA) called for the
appointment of a panel to investigate the allegations.
A resolution was circulated
by justice Bobde to all the judges
– there are 26 excluding the CJI –
in chambers as against the practice of calling a formal meeting.
One of the judges cited in the
first instance said a meeting
would have taken time and
delayed the setting up of the
panel.
The second senior-most judge
in the top court, justice Bobde
took the decision on the administrative side after CJI Gogoi
recused himself from taking a
call on the matter on April 21.
The CJI withdrew himself
after criticism came from various quarters over the way he
conducted judicial proceedings
in the matter on Saturday by
heading a three-judge bench
that discussed the allegation
against him.

n

A man next to the coffins of his family members killed in the terror attack, in Colombo on Tuesday.

IS claims Lanka carnage,
terrorists still ‘out there’
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO: The Islamic State (IS)

on Tuesday claimed responsibility for the Easter Sunday
bombings in Sri Lanka that
killed more than 320 people as
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe warned of the possibility of further attacks as more
militants were still at large.
A statement issued by the IS
propaganda agency Amaq said:
“Those that carried out the
attack that targeted members of
the US-led coalition and Christians in Sri Lanka the day before
yesterday are Islamic State
group fighters.”
The IS didn’t offer evidence of
its role in the bombing of three
churches and four hotels. Counterterrorism experts and offi-

cials had already hinted at the
possible involvement of IS in
inspiring and guiding the
National Thowheeth Jamaath
(NTJ), the group named by the
Sri Lankan government as the
perpetrators of the attacks. The
toll from the coordinated bombings rose on Tuesday to 321 dead
and 500 injured. The death toll
included 10 Indian nationals,
the Indian mission in Colombo
said in a tweet.
At least 45 children were
among the dead, UNICEF
spokesman Christophe Boulierac said in Geneva.
Wickremesinghe told a news
conference he believed the
attacks had links to IS, and
warned of the possibility of
more attacks as more militants
and explosives were “out
there”.

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : Stung by the US deci-

sion not to extend exemptions to
sanctions on Iranian oil imports
beyond May 2, the Indian government said on Tuesday that it
had put in place a “robust plan”
to ensure the measure doesn’t
affect supplies of crude oil to
refineries.
India also said it will continue
to work with partners, including
the US, to protect the country’s
energy security even as the
move announced by US secretary of state Mike Pompeo on
Monday created uncertainty
about making up for a shortfall
when imports from Iran go to
zero in a little more than a week.
After the US pulled out of the

Iranian nuclear deal last year
and announced it would reimpose sanctions on Tehran’s oil
exports, India and eight other
countries, including China, Turkey, Japan and South Korea,
were in November granted
exemptions for six months on the
ground they would progressively reduce imports.
India had been hopeful the
exemptions, known as “Significant Reduction Exceptions
(SREs)”, would be further
extended but Indian officials
said Pompeo’s remarks made it
clear oil imports from Iran
would be a “closed option” from
May 2, when the SREs expire.
“India has put in place a robust
plan to ensure that there is adequate supply of crude oil to its oil
refineries,” said an official.

NO SUPPLY CRUNCH, BUT FUEL
PRICES TO RISE POST POLLS
Rajeev Jayaswal
n

rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com

NEW DELHI:The US sanction
against India’s oil import
from Iran will not disrupt
domestic fuel supply
because Indian refiners
have made alternative
arrangements, but consumers may feel the pinch as oil
marketing companies are
under immense pressure to
hike petrol and diesel rates
post-elections, government
and industry officials said.
“Crude oil imports have

become costlier. The US
sanction has added to the
woes. Oil companies are
unable to proportionately
increase retail prices of petrol and diesel due to political
constraints. Ultimately, the
consumer will face the heat
as oil companies cannot
absorb it (higher crude oil
rates) indefinitely,” an executive in a state-run oil marketing company said.
Benchmark Brent crude
prices surged to $74.70 per
barrel on Tuesday, the highest since November 2018.

Neeraj Chauhan
and Sudhi Ranjan Sen
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India sent as many as
three alerts to Sri Lanka, including one on the day of the Easter
Sunday attack, according to senior intelligence officials familiar
with the matter who spoke on
condition of anonymity.
The first alert was on April 4,
and it came from investigations
by Indian agencies that followed
after the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), in December 2018,
stumbled upon the videos of
National Thowheed Jama’at
(NTJ) leader Maulvi Zahran Bin
Hashim while probing the
Islamic State (IS) Coimbatore
module.
In the first alert, the agencies

lettershcd@hindustantimes.com

SUNNY IN BJP, GETS GURDASPUR; SOM PARKASH
IS HOSHIARPUR PICK, KIRRON RENOMINATED

LAMBI(MUKTSAR): Putting specula-

Tuesday directed the Gujarat
government to pay ₹50 lakh in
compensation to Bilkis Bano,
who was gang raped during the
2002 riots in the state. A bench
led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi also ordered the state
administration to provide Bano
with a government job and
accommodation.
HTC

htclassifieds ON WEDNESDAY
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page Tabloid

with today ’s Hindustan Times
in Chandigarh, Panchkula,
Mohali and Surroundings

killed and 500 others
injured in the worst attack
in SL since the end of the
civil war a decade ago
Six coordinated suicide
bombings and two
subsequent explosions
ripped through four hotels
and three churches in and
around Colombo
Islamic State has claimed
the attacks. “Those that
carried out the attack... are
Islamic State group fighters,”
said a statement released by
IS agency Amaq
Sri Lanka PM Ranil
Wickremesinghe said “it is
possible” the bombings
were in retaliation for the
shooting massacre at two
New Zealand mosques last
month. He said there was
specific intelligence from
India and more such assaults
were possible, warning
there were more explosives
and militants “out there”

tion to rest, the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) on Tuesday fielded
Sukhbir Singh Badal from the
Ferozepur Lok Sabha seat while
his wife and Union minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal was renominated from Bathinda.
The announcement was made
by SAD supremo and five-time
former chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal in Muktsar. “It has
been decided that SAD president
Sukhbir Singh Badal will
fight from Ferozepur and Harsimrat will contest from
Bathinda,” he said.
Sukhbir and Harsimrat have
been holding public and workers’
meetings in Ferozepur and
Bathinda constituencies for the
past several days.
Both will file their nomination
papers on April 26 after paying
obeisance at the Golden Temple,
as per the party statement.
Sukhbir is pitted against Akali
rebel and Congress nominee Sher
Singh Ghubaya.
“Sukhbir hasn’t worked at
ground level. People will teach
him a lesson in this election,” said
Ghubaya.
Party spokesperson and
former minister Daljit Singh
Cheema said the decision to field
Sukhbir, who is the SAD president and a legislator from the
Jalalabad assembly seat (part of
Ferozepur constituency), was
taken following a strong demand

The government earlier
said local Islamic
extremist group National
Thowheeth Jama'ath
(NTJ) was responsible

morestories

told Sri Lanka that, apart from
churches, the Indian High Commission in Colombo could be a
target.
The second alert was sent a day
before the attack and was even
more specific than the first one in
that it mentioned the possible targets, the officials said.
The last alert was sent hours
before the suicide bombers
attacked the three churches and
››P12
four hotels.

Sukhbir from Ferozepur, Harsimrat to contest Bathinda
n

NEWDELHI: The Supreme Court on

321 people have been

AGENCIES TOLD LANKA
THAT APART FROM
CHURCHES, THE INDIAN
HIGH COMMISSION
IN COLOMBO COULD
BE A TARGET

Sarbmeet Singh

SC orders Gujarat
to rehabilitate Bilkis
Bano, pay ₹50 lakh

WHAT WE
KNOW SO FAR

India may not escape Iran oil sanctions In India alerts to SL,
as Trump administration stands firm tip from Coimbatore
n

GRIEF AS SRI
LANKA BURIES
ITS DEAD
Sri Lankans wept and prayed
on Tuesday as they buried
their dead from suicide bomb
attacks on Easter Day that
killed over 320 people and left
more than 500 Injured. ››P12

Interpol takes up
India’s red notice
on fugitive Naik
Neeraj Chauhan
n

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The BJP on

Tuesday fielded Bollywood
actor Sunny Deol from the
Gurdaspur Lok Sabha segment, hours after he joined
the saffron fold.
Deol, who joined the party
in New Delhi in the presence
n

SAD chief Sukhbir SIngh Badal and his wife and Union minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal will file papers on April 26.
HT PHOTO

from party leaders and workers
of the Lok Sabha seat.
“Besides respecting the sentiments of party leaders and
workers, Parkash Singh Badal
also took opinion of the senior
leadership and core committee
members,” said Cheema.
After taking a final opinion of
leaders and workers of both the
alliance partners -- BJP and SAD
-- of the Ferozepur constituency
Monday night, the Akali stalwart
announced Sukhbir as the party
candidate from Ferozepur, he
said.
According to the core committee of the SAD, fielding Sukhbir
from Ferozepur will not only
send a positive message to the
rank and file but also improve
prospects of the party in the parliamentary election.

Sukhbir had contested the Lok
Sabha polls from the Faridkot
seat thrice -- 1998, 1999 and 2004.
He had won in 1998 and 2004.
Two-time MP and Union minister Harsimrat was renominated
as the party candidate from
Bathinda after considering her
“incredible performance as a cabinet minister who ushered her
constituency into a fast growing
region by bringing major central
projects, including the prestigious AIIMS project”.
Harsimrat will face Congress
nominee and MLA Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring from
Bathinda. AAP candidate Baljinder Kaur and Punjabi Ekta Party
candidate and Bholath MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira are also
contesting from the Bathinda
parliamentary constituency.

AP

of Union ministers Nirmala
Sitharaman and Piyush
Goyal, said: “The way my
father (film star Dharmendra) was attached with Atalji
(Atal Bihari Vajpayee), today
I have come to join Modiji
(Prime Minister Narendra
Modi).” “Whatever I can do
for this family (BJP), I will do
it... I won’t talk, I will show

you through my work,” he
added. The BJP also declared
candidates for Hoshiapur
and Chandigarh seats.
While the party dropped
the sitting MP Vijay Sampla,
who was replaced by Phagwara MLA Som Parkash in
Hoshiarpur, it renominated
actress Kirron Kher from
Chandigarh.

OF STAR POWER AND CASTE CARD

SUNNY DEOL

KIRRON KHER

SOM PARKASH

62, Gurdaspur

63, Chandigarh

68, Hoshiarpur (reserved)

Bollywood actor with strong
Punjabi appeal, he is a Jat Sikh
who fits the bill when it comes to
caste calculations in the segment.
His father Dharmendra was
elected MP on BJP ticket from
Bikaner in 2004. His step mother,
Hema Malini, is seeking second
term from Mathura Lok Sabha
seat on saffron party ticket.

Sitting MP from Chandigarh, she
defeated Congress’s Pawan
Bansal with a margin of over
70,000 votes in 2014. The party
has reposed faith in her this time
too despite there being many
claimants for the high-profile
seat. Her husband and Bollywood actor Anupam Kher is a
known critic of Modi-baiters.

A retired IAS officer and twotime sitting MLA from Phagwara, he is a known detractor of
sitting MP Vijay Sampla. Comes
from Ravidassia community that
dominates Dalit politics of
Doaba. Contested 2009 Lok
Sabha polls from this seat but
lost by margin of 322 votes. Has
a strong grassroots connect.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A high-powered panel

of global law enforcement organisation Interpol last week took
up India’s request for issuing a
so-called red notice against fugitive Indian Islamic preacher, Dr
Zakir Naik, 54, according to two
Indian officials aware of the
development who asked not to be
named.
Red notices are requests
issued to Interpol’s 194 member
states worldwide to locate and
provisionally arrest fugitives
wanted either for prosecution or
to serve a sentence.
Naik is wanted in India for
money laundering and hate
speech and also for allegedly promoting enmity and hatred
between different religious communities. He fled India after the
terrorists, who attacked a Dhaka
cafe and killed 22 people in July
2016, said they were Naik’s
admirers.
The Interpol panel took up
India’s request as the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has
been trying have Naik declared
as an international fugitive.
The preacher lives in Malaysia, where he has permanent residency. An Indian request for his
extradition is pending with the
Malaysian government since
January 2018.
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

will punish No winnable local faces, BJP plays
Sukhbir’spollplunge Voters
SAD for derailing
aboldbutriskygambit SIT probe: Warring celebrity card on Gurdaspur seat
HT Correspondent
n

COUPLE IN CONTEST With calculated move, SAD has done
forward planning with an eye on future share in power at Centre
Gurpreet Singh Nibber
n

gurpreet.nibber@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: ShiromaniAkaliDal
(SAD) president Sukhbir Singh
Badal’smovetocontestfromFerozepurLokSabhaconstituencyis
a gutsy gambit to stay in the
game.
Sukhbir’sentry,alongwithhis
wife and sitting MP Harsimrat
Kaur Badal, who is seeking
re-election from Bathinda, will
not only show he is leading from
thefrontandisincommandofthe
party,itwillalsofireuptheAkali
cadresleftdemoralised after dismal showing in the state assemblypollsandtheanti-partysentiment over their government’s
handling of sacrilege incidents.
This is the first time in the
party’s 98-year history that the
SADpresidentandhiswifearein
thepollfray.Theannouncement
wasmadebyAkalipatriarchand
five-time former chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal in keeping
with its significance both for the
party and the family. The SAD,
which is contesting 10 of the 13
seatsinalliancewiththeBharatiya Janata Party (BJP), had
alreadyannounceditsnominees
for eight seats.

BADALS HEDGE
THEIR BETS
A known risk-taker, Sukhbir
appears to have not just hedged
hisbetsbyjumpingintotheelectoralfight,butalsodonesomeforward planning with an eye on
theirfutureshareinpoweratthe
Centre. The implicit calculation
is that if they win both Bathinda
andFerozepur,itwillbeashotin
the arm for the Badal family.
In case they get one of the two
seats, it will not be a bad scorecard and enable the winning
Badal family member to have a
role in the government at the
Centre in case the Narendra
Modi-ledNDA,ofwhichtheSAD
is a constituent, get the numbers
to form its government again. At
the same time, the move is
fraughtwithdangerasitislikely
to confine Sukhbir, who is leading the poll campaign as Badal
senior has taken a backseat, to
thesetwoseatsduetohighstakes

n

SAD chief Sukhbir Singh Badal addressing a gathering in
Abohar on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

SAD CHIEF KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN
ABOHAR: Launching his elec-

trouble Amarinder when
India responds to those
threats?” asked the SAD
chief, adding that the PM
has effectively called Pakistan’s nuclear bluff.
Addressing his first public meeting after being
named the party’s candidate from Ferozepur, Sukhbir said: “We will rid Punjab of those who have
betrayed not only Punjabis,
but even the great Guru
Sahibaan by taking a false
oath in their name. We
will also rid Punjab of
repression and maladminHTC
istration.”

tion campaign on Tuesday,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal hit out at chief minister Captain Amarinder
Singh for criticising PM
Narendra Modi’s statement, wherein the latter
had said that ‘India’s nuke
arsenal isn’t for Diwali’.
“Amarinder’s self-contradictory statements on
Pakistan reveal a confusion
which only he can explain.
PM Modi’s statement comes
only after repeated blackmailing and nuclear threats
from Pak. Why does it

larlyJalalabadassemblyconstituency,wellafterwinningthe2009
bypollby70,662votes,pumpingin
huge amount of funds for development. He went on to win the
seat in 2012 and 2017 though with
lowermargins.TheCongresshas
fielded his one-time protégé and
sitting MP Sher Singh Ghubaya
who switched sides a few days
ago.GhubayabelongstoRaiSikh
community that has a strong
presenceintheconstituency,but
isfacingdissidenceasnoneofthe
fiveCongressMLAsinhisparliamentary constituency turned
up when he launched his campaign. Other local leaders also
stayed away.

FEROZEPUR
CONSIDERED SAFE SEAT
Harsimrat, whose margin of victorysawasharpdipin2014,isfacing a tough fight due to the prevailing anti-Akali sentiment
after the sacrilege incidents
whereasFerozepurisconsidered
a safe bet for the former deputy
chief minister. It has largely
remaineduntouchedbytheantisacrilegeprotests.Also,Sukhbir
hadnurturedFerozepur,particu-

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA:Congressnomineefrom

CHANDIGARH:Havingnolocalwin-

the Bathinda seat, Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring, on Tuesday
accusedtheShiromaniAkaliDal
(SAD)leadershipofderailingthe
investigation into the 2015 sacrilege and police firing cases.
Addressing his maiden electionrallyintheconstituency,the
Gidderbaha MLA and former
YouthCongresschiefsaidhewill
politicallytakeontheBadalfamily and they will be punished by
the voters in their traditional
strongholdfor not lettingensure
a free and fair probe into these
incidents.
“NailingAkalisoninsulttothe
holy book will be among a key
issueplayedagainsthometurfof
the Badal family,” he added.
“The role of top Akali leaders
in the sacrilege was already
under a cloud. Now, they tried to
derailtheprobebygettingspecial
investigationteam(SIT)member
Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh
transferred. Singh was instrumental in arresting an inspector
generalofpolice(ParamrajSingh
Umranangal)andaretiredsenior
superintendent of police
(Charanjit Singh Sharma) in the
case. But the Akali Dal lodged a
motivatedcomplaintagainsthim
withtheElectionCommissionby
hiding facts,” hthe Gidderbaha
MLA said.

nablefaceto pitch against sitting
MP and Punjab Congress presidentSunilJakharintheGurdaspur Lok Sabha constituency, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
chose to field Bollywood actor
SunnyDeolthinkinghiscelebrity
status may help it sail through.
The BJP announced Deol’s
candidature from the seat hours
afterhejoinedthepartyevenasit
tookdaystoconvincehimtotake
the plunge as he was reluctant to
join politics. The BJP strategists
were of the view that local contenders,includinglateMPVinod
Khanna’s wife Kavita Khanna,
could pose a serious challenge to
the Congress candidate, it is
learnt.
SwaranSalaria,theothercontender for the ticket, was hardly
in the reckoning after he lost the
2017 bypoll, necessitated by
Khanna’sdeath,byover1.82lakh
votes. Moreover, the celebrity
card has worked well for the
party in the segment. In 1998,
whenVinodKhanna,whohadno
Punjabconnection,wasmadethe
party candidate andhe trounced
six-time Congress MP
SukhbansKaurBhinderfromthe
segment. He went on to win from
the seat four times.
Senior leaders say, move to
field Deol, a Jat Sikh, also suits

n

letterschd@hundustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The BJP high command’s denial of ticket to Union
minister Vijay Sampla from the
Hoshiarpur constituency has
comeasahugeembarrassmentto
the sitting MP with the names of
onlyafewministersinNarendra
Modi cabinet having been
dropped from the list of candidates.
Even as the party cited “independentsurveys”inwhichheavy
anti-incumbency was found
against Sampla, the move has
surprised many as he did not
courtanymajorcontroversy—as
an MP or minister.
Reacting sharply to the denial
of ticket to him, Sampla on Tues-

day took to Twitter saying the
BJPhascommitted“cowslaughter”. “Bahut dukh hua, BJP ne
gau hatya kar di (It is very painful, BJP has committed cow
slaughter,” he wrote. In another
tweet,hecited his “cleancredentials” and asked the BJP as what
was his fault and why he was
denied re-nomination. “Mera
doshkyahai(Whatismyfault?,”

GURJEET
SINGH AUJLA
PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Amritsar
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹ 3.4 crore
ASSETS IN 2017: (including
spouse’s): ₹3.32 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.84 crore
Cash in hand: ₹ 2.53 lakh
Jewellery: ₹13 lakh
Bank balance: ₹6.36 lakh
Vehicles: No vehicles
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.07 crore
(agricultural land and commercial property)
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹90 lakh

Congress candidate from Amritsar, Gurjeet Singh Aujla, with school education minister OP Soni,
revenue minister Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria and party leader Navjot Kaur Sidhu during a roadshow
in Amritsar on Tuesday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹47.7 lakh
MOVABLE: ₹26 Lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹21.7 lakh

JASBIR SINGH DIMPA

DR RAJ KUMAR CHABBEWAL

PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Khadoor
Sahib
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹8.13 crore

PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Hoshiarpur
(reserved)
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹13.53 crore
ASSETS IN 2017 (including
spouse’s): ₹17.50 crore

ASSETS IN 2012 (including
spouse’s): ₹5.56 crore
MOVABLE: ₹2.01 crore
Cash in hand: ₹1.25 lakh
Jewellery: ₹20.4 lakh
Bank balance: 45.76 lakh
Vehicles: A Mahindra
jeep (₹5.6 lakh)
Advances/loans given:
₹1.28 crore

are regularly campaigning for
me and have no differences with
me.”
‘PEOPLE HAVE
ALREADY MADE THEIR
MIND TO FAVOUR CONG’
He said his main contest is with
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) candidate Jagir Kaur. “But this
time, the people of the constitu-

IMMOVABLE: ₹3.52 crore (agricultural land)
TOTAL LIABILITIES ₹46.5 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹2.6 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.9 crore
IMMOVABLE: ₹70 lakh

ency have already made their
mind to favour the Congress.”
Khadoor Sahib is a citadel of
SAD, which has been winning
the seat since 1977, except in
1992 when it boycotted the elections.
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP) has
fielded Paramjit Kaur Khalra,
widow of human rights activist
Jaswant Singh who was alleg-

SUNIL JAKHAR , Congress’ Gurdaspur MP

the caste calculations in the segment. Of a total of nine assembly
segments in the Lok Sabha seat,
five are dominated by Jat Sikhs

VIJAY SAMPLA, Union minister

assetswatch

n

›

I have been a fan of Dharmendra. I like Sunny Deol as
an actor. I welcome him in Punjab and Gurdaspur.
May the best man win.

›

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR/KHADOOR SAHIB/HOSHIARPUR: Three Congress candi-

dates — Gurjeet Singh Aujla
(Amritsar), Jasbir Singh Dimpa
(Khadoor Sahib) and Dr Raj
Kumar Chabbewal — filed their
nomination papers for the Lok
Sabha elections on Tuesday.
Punjab chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh, who was
scheduled to accompany these
candidates, failed to turn up.
Party leaders said he could not
make it due to ill health.
Aujla, who had defeated BJP
nominee Rajinder Mohan Singh
Chhina in 2017 Lok Sabha
bypoll, took out a road show in
Amritsar, before filing
his papers. The party rank and
file showcased unity on the
occasion.
Apart from two cabinet ministers OP Soni and Sukhbinder
Singh Sarkaria, local MLAs Raj
Kumar Verka (Amritsar west),
Inderbir Singh Bolaria (Amritsar south), Sunil Dutti (Amritsar north), Harpartap Singh
Ajnala (Ajnala) and Tarsem
Singh DC (Attari) accompanied
Aujla during the road show.
Other senior leaders, including mayor Karamjit Singh
Rintu, Jugal Kishore Sharma
and Rajkanwal Preet Singh
Lucky, also joined the show.
Some of these leaders once
remained opponents of Aujla
and did not want him to be given
party ticket this time. However,
their differences were sorted
during a meeting taken by Amarinder during his visit to the city
on April 12.
Cabinet minister and MLA
(Amritsar east) Navjot Singh
Sidhu could not make it as he is
campaigning in other states. His
wife Navjot Kaur Sidhu was
present.
Khadoor Sahib candidate
Dimpa filed his nomination
papers in Tarn Taran. However,
two of the party MLAs whose
seats fall in the constituency
—Ramanjit Singh Sikki from
Khadoor Sahib and Rana Gurjit
Singh from Kapurthala — were
missing on the occasion.
Dimpa said, “Both of them

Actor Sunny Deol joins the BJP in the presence of Union ministers Piyush Goyal and Nirmala
Sitharaman, at the party headquarters in New Delhi on Tuesday. Later, the party fielded Deol from
ARVIND YADAV/HT
Gurdaspur Lok Sabha seat.

It is very painful. BJP
has committed cow
slaughter. What is my fault?
There is no graft charge
against me.

Ravinder Vasudeva

Cong’s Aujla, Dimpa, Chabbewal file
nomination; Amarinder fails to turn up
HT Correspondents

n

whereas four are dominated by
Hindus.
“Deol, a Jat Sikh, can work
wonders for us in the segment

dominated by Jat Sikhs.
There were options to field other
celebrities also but he fit the bill
keepinginmindthecastecalculations,” a senior party leader
said.
Sitting MP Sunil Jakhar said,
“IhavebeenafanofDharmendra
(Sunny’s father). I like Sunny
Deolasanactor.Iwelcomehimin
Punjab and Gurdaspur. May the
best man win.”

Dumped by BJP, Sampla dubs it ‘cow slaughter’
n

involved.But,inaworstcasescenario, if both Sukhbir and Harsimrat lose their seats, it will be a
huge blow for the family and the
party.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOVABLE: ₹2.35 crore
Cash in hand: ₹2.07 lakh
Jewellery: ₹1.20 lakh
Bank balance: ₹29.42 lakh
Vehicles: Audi (₹75 lakh), Verna
(₹11.25 lakh), Innova (₹14 lakh),
Endeavour (₹37lakh)
IMMOVABLE: ₹10.32 crore (land
worth ₹1.26 crore; residential

edly abducted and killed by
Punjab Police in 1995 after he
had accused the police of cremating unidentified bodies of
several Sikh youths.
In Hoshiarpur, Dr Raj Kumar
Chabbewal was accompanied
by AICC state in-charge Asha
Kumari, cabinet minister Sunder Sham Arora and former MP
Mohinder Singh Kaypee.

and commercial property worth
₹ 9.06 crore)
LIABILITIES: ₹6.32 crore
WIFE’S ASSESTS: ₹86.48 lakh
MOVABLE: ₹56.48 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹30 lakh

Earlier, Asha Kumari visited
the residence of disgruntled
party leader Santosh Chowdhary to persuade her to join
them, but the latter refused to
do so. Chowdhary is sulking
over denial of ticket. She had
won the Hoshiarpur seat in 2009.
Asha Kumari, however, said
she had gone to Chowdhary’s
house for a ‘courtesy call’.

he tweeted, adding “there is
nocorruptionchargeagainstme.
No one can raise a finger at my
conduct.”
He also highlighted the developmentworksheundertookduring his tenure as an MP. “I got an
airport in the region, got many
new trains started, got roads
built,” tweeted Sampla.
“Ifthisisthefault,Iwilltellmy

coming generations that they
must not commit these mistakes,” he said.
Sampla, 57, who comes from a
humble background having
worked as a plumber in the Gulf
till 2000, became the sarpanch of
Sofi village on the outskirts of
Jalandhar before he joined BJP.
He had a meteoric rise in politics
after becoming MP in 2014.
Despite being a first-time MP,
the party high command made
him Union minister of state for
social justiceand empowerment
besidesprojectinghimasafuture
DalitleaderfromPunjabkeeping
in mind a significant concentration of the community in the
state.
Then, just before the 2017
assemblypolls,hewasappointed

him asPunjabBJPchief,a rarity
for a party minister being given
the responsibility.
But his tenure as the state
partypresidentwasunremarkable.NotonlytheBJPfailedmiserably in the assembly polls where
itwononlythreeseatsofatotalof
23 segments it contests from but
as astateBJPchief,he alsofailed
to bring the factions in the party
together and instead aligning
with one.
Even Sampla’s one-time mentor and BJP’s in-charge for
RajasthanandJammuandKashmir and former Rajya Sabha MP
Avinash Rai Khanna,
who was instrumental in getting
ticket for him in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, did not support
his candidature, it is learnt.

POLLDIARY

FB ads land Faridkot candidates in trouble
FARIDKOT: District election officer-cum-returning officer
Kumar Saurabh Raj on Tuesday issued show-cause notices
to candidates of the Congress,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP) and
Apna Samaj Party (ASP) for
displaying poll-related advertisements on Facebook without consent. Kumar Saurabh
has asked Congress candidate
Mohammad Sadique, SAD’s
Gulzar Singh Ranike, PEP’s
Master Baldev Singh and Dr

SwaranSinghoftheASPtofile
a replies within two day as to
“why the blatant misuse of
social media should not be
considered a gross violation of
model code of conduct”. The
notices were issued after a
team headed by additional
deputy commissioner Gurjit
Singh found that political outfits posted poll-related advertisements on Facebook which
have not been certified by the
media certification monitoring committee. “Meetings

were held with representatives of different parties to
make them aware of the model
code of conduct. They were
told that prior permission
from district-level monitoring
committee is necessary for
uploading and posting any
political advertisements on
the social media platforms.
Still, some parties and their
candidates were found running poll campaign on the
social media,” said Kumar
Saurabh.

Celebrations in
Sunny Deol’s
maternal village

Modi missing
from Akali
Dal posters

SANGRUR: People of Bhanbhaura village, around 30km
from Sangrur, celebrated the
entry of Bollywood actor
Sunny Deol into the BJP on
Tuesday by distributing
sweets. Sunny’s mother Parkash Kaur hails from Bhanbhaura. Sunny’s nephew Jatinder Singh, who is the only
member of the family living in
the village, said: “Sunny
visited the village seven
months back and spent quality time with us, but did not
reveal any plans to join politics.” Sunny’s childhood
friend Chamkour Singh said
he will emerge victorious from
Gurdaspur and hoped that he
will raise issues concerning
Punjab in Parliament.

SANGRUR: Even as the SADBJP combine is playing the
Modi card to seek votes, the
PM’s pictures are missing
from the election material of
the alliance Sangrur candidate Parminder Singh
Dhindsa. The issue was
raised by BJP leaders with
SAD chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal in Sangrur on Monday. To this, the SAD chief
said: “The country wants
Modi and Modi wants Parminder”. He said Modi’s pictures will feature on the alliance posters and placards.

EC notice
to Warring
MUKTSAR: Days after Congress’ Bathinda Lok Sabha
candidate Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring stayed at the
house of a poor family at
Badal village in Lambi constituency and allegedly gave
them ₹5,000, the election
commission on Tuesday
issued a notice to him for violating the model code of conduct. Raja has been asked to
reply within 24 hours.

Asha Kumari mocks media,
says Capt not her in-charge
HOSHIARPUR: Mediapersons
touched a raw nerve of Congress Punjab affairs in-charge
AshaKumari— who was here
onTuesdaytojoinpartycandidate Raj Kumar for his nomination — by asking her if she
hadbeendeputedbychiefministerCaptainAmarinderSingh
toplacateformerUnionministerSantoshChowdhary,whois
upset over being denied ticket
from Hoshiarpur. “Captain
Amarinder Singh mujhe
deputenahinkarte,mainunko

deputekartihun(Captaindoes
not depute me, it is me who
deputes him),” she replied
angrily.Asifitwasnotenough,
she added: “He is not my
in-charge, I am his in-charge.”
She was also perturbed by
media queries about her failure to rope in Chowdhary. “I
had called on Chowdhary as
she is like my sister,” she said.
Whenreportersaskedwhyher
sister had not come, Asha
Kumari told them to go ask
Chowdhary and left in a jiffy.

Modi’s special
slogan for
Chandumajra
NAWANSHAHR: Addressing a
gathering in Nawanshahr,
SAD candidate from Anandpur Sahib Prem Singh Chandumajra said that PM Narendra Modi gave him special
slogan for the polls —
‘Modi ki majboori hai, Chandumajra jeetna jaroori hai’.
Chandumajra said he was
sitting with the PM after the
announcement of the polls
and he told him that “Desh
ki majboori hai, Modi saab
jaroori hai”, to which he
claimed that PM replied
“Modi ki Majboori
hai, Chandumajra jeetna
jaroori hai”.
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ASIsseekpre-arrestbail,say
werenotpartofraidingteam
MISSING ₹6.6 CRORE Court extends police remand of informer Surinder by four days
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Punjab Police assistant

sub-inspectors (ASIs) Joginder
Singh and Rajpreet Singh,
accused in the pilferage of ₹6.6
crore after a raid at Father
Anthony Madassary house at
Partappura near Jalandhar on
March29appliedforanticipatory
bail saying they were not part of
the raiding team.
AMohalicourtislikely topronounce the order on the bail plea
on Wednesday. While both the
ASIs are on the run, the court
extended the police remand of
informer Surinder, who is also
accusedin thecase, byfourdays.
In their pre-arrest bail plea,
the ASIssaidtheywerepostedin
Patiala and not in Khanna and
were being falsely implicated in
the case. Opposing the bail plea,
the prosecution said the ASIs
wereverymuchapartoftheraidingteamanditcanbeestablished
by witnesses. After the raid on
March 29, a police party left the

priest’s house with the boxes of
cash.ThisteamreachedKhanna
via the shortest Phagwara-Ludhiana route. However, the three
accused remained at Anthony’s
house saying they will check on
suspiciousmovementonthefirst
floor of his house.
As per the investigation, the
trio left the house minutes after
the police party left and took the
Moga route to reach Khanna,
ratherthanNationalHighway-1,
claiming they were unaware of
theshortestroutetoKhanna.The
two cops did not report any cash
recovery and joined a team in
another operation at Khanna,
where income tax officials
counted the cash recovered during the day, the probe found.
The police registered a case
against the ASIs and Surinder
underSections392(robbery),406
( criminal breach of trust), 120B
(conspiracy)34(actsdonebyseveral persons of common intention) of IPC and 13(1) and 13 (2) of
thePreventionofCorruptionAct
atthestatecrimebranch,Mohali.

Hans Raj Hans is
BJP nominee from
North West Delhi

City centre scam:
Arguments on
closure report
resume in court

Kashmiri student
held from Bathinda,
terror link suspected

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

FATHER ANTHONY PLANS TO
MOVE HC TO GET BACK MONEY
JALANDHAR: :After failing to
get back the total seized
amount of ₹16.65, father
Anthony Madassary is planning to move the Punjab and
Haryana high court.
Khanna police had shown
the seizure of ₹9.66 crore out
of the total ₹16.65. The special investigation team (SIT)
formed to probe the case is
yet to announce any recovery of the missing ₹6.6 crore.
“If I don’t get my money
back within a week, I will file
a petition in the high court,”
said Anthony.
After the Khanna police
seized the cash from
Anthony’s house, the case
was transferred to the
income tax department.
Anthony submitted the
details of purchase made by

n

Anthony Madassary

his firm Sahodaya to the
income tax department in
Ludhiana. Anthony’s firm
sold items worth ₹27 crore in
49 schools in Punjab in
March this year. He provided details of ₹4.15 crore
related to the firm’s sale in
schools in February 2019
and also deposited ₹20 lakh
as goods services tax.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Arguments on the clo-

sure report of the City Centre
scam resumed on Tuesday in the
court of district and sessions
judge Gurbir Singh.
The court had, earlier in February this year, dismissed
former Punjab DGP Sumedh
Singh Saini’s plea challenging
the closure report of the Ludhiana City Centre scam. Following
the dismissal, arguments began
today incourt bydirector Punjab
prosecution department Vijay
Singla. It was stated that the allegations in the scam are totally
false and baseless and the closure report should be accepted.
On Tuesday, the case was
adjourned to May 3, when the
arguments will be continued in
court.
Touted as one of the biggest
projects in the state, the city centre plan was rolled out in 2006.
The complex was slated to have
shopping malls, multiplexes,
apartments and a helipad.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: The Jammu and Kashmir Police on Tuesday arrested a
Kashmiri student studying in
Bathinda’s Central University of
Punjab, in connection with a car
explosion that targeted a convoy
of Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) on the Srinagar–Jammu
highway last month.
The accused, identified as
Hilal Ahmad Mantoo, hails Chakura village in Pulwama district
and is currently pursuing a master’s degree in education at Central University of Punjab.
Confirming the arrest,
Bathinda senior superintendent
of police Nanak Singh said that a
team of the J&K police, led by
deputy superintendent of police
Iftikhar Chaudhary, along with
a team of Punjab Police arrested
the accused, a hosteler, from the
university campus.
Although, police officials
remain tight lipped about the
case, a daily diary report lodged
in this connection at Bathinda

›

A team of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police,
assisted by Punjab Police
personnel, arrested the
the student of the Central
University of Punjab from
the campus premises.
NANAK SINGH, Bathinda SSP

Sadar police station, reveals that
the accused has been booked in
connection with a car blast on
March 30 at Banihal in J&K.
An explosion had taken place
in a Hyundai Santro when a
CRPF convoy was crossing the
place.
A CRPF vehicle, which was
part of a convoy from Srinagar to
Jammu, was damaged in the
blast but no one was injured.
The attack was an attempt to
repeat the Pulwama terror
attack wherein a CRPF convoy
was bombed killing 40 CRPF
troopers.

Gangster Bhatti
attacked in
Ludhiana
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:

Three miscreants
attacked a gangster with sharpedged weapons at Fatehgarh
Mohalla on Tuesday evening.
The trio, who came on a scooter,
fledthespotleavingthegangster,
identified as Shiva Bhatti,
injured.
The 27-year-old gangster
Bhatti, of Killa Mohalla in the
city, was released on bail a few
days ago. While he was roaming
around the Fatehgarh Mohalla
on Tuesday evening, the three
men attacked Bhatti and fled the
spot.TheinjuredBhattihasbeen
admitted to hospital.
Police suspect the miscreants
belongtoarivalgroup.Captured
in the CCTV camera installed at
the spot, the miscreants can be
seenroundingupthearea,probably on the lookout for Bhatti.
Bhatti, who belongs to the
Ghugga group, has been booked
seventimesundertheArmsAct.
OnMay22,2017,Ludhianapolice
hadarrestedaround11members
oftwogangs—theGhuggagroup
and Lucky Dhidd group. Bhatti
was among the accused.

BATHINDA: A woman inmate of
Bathinda central jail, arrested in
connection to the beheading of a
woman here last week, died on
Tuesday.
The deceased – Poonam – was
brought to Bathinda civil hospital from Bathinda central jail
where she died. Jail superintendent Sukhwinder Singh
Sahota said that the woman had
complained of some health issue
in the morning and the doctor at
the jail hospital had referred her
to the civil hospital. He said the
woman had been medically
examined and she was fit. HTC

NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE,
PUNJAB
Ph. 0172-4012021

PUBLIC NOTICE- WALK IN INTERVIEW

n

Devotees carrying Guru Granth Sahib in a golden palanquin during a religious procession on the eve of the birth anniversary of Guru
Teg Bahadur at the Golden Temple in Amritsar on Tuesday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

ELECTION2019

In this once militancy hotbed, Khalra
rakes up 1984, extra-judicial killings

SADIQUE TO
FILE PAPERS IN
FARIDKOT TODAY

Surjit Singh

HT Correspondent

who are part of Khalra’s campaign.”
Since her husband was active
in Tarn Taran and Amritsar districts, many people know her.

surjit.singh@htlive.com

SAKHIRA/JAURA (TARN TARAN) : The

OperationBluestar,theanti-Sikh
riotsandextra-judicialkillingsin
the 1980s and early 1990s are a
recurring theme in the poll
speeches of Paramjit Kaur
Khalra, the Punjab Democratic
Alliance(PDA)nomineefromthe
Khadoor Sahib parliamentary
seat, a one-time hotbed of militancy.
“I want to present the side of
the quam (community) to the
world as how our people were
massacred in Punjab during the
nineties. The only democratic
way to present our side is by
securingaseatinParliament.We
don’t want killing of Sikhs to be
forgotten,” this is how Khalra,
widow of slain human rights
activist Jaswant Singh Khalra,
usually concludes her speeches
at rallies these days.
The 65-year-old, who is contesting on the ticket of Punjab
Ekta Party (PEP) under PDA’s
banner, along with leaders and
workers of her outfit and other
alliance members — Lok Insaaf
Party(LIP),BahujanSamajParty
(BSP), CPI, RMPI — leaves her
house at Amritsar’s Kabir Park
locality little before 8am to
address the meetings.
The fleet of 4-5 SUVs moves
from village to village in the constituency.
Khalra is assisted by a turbaned girl, a relative of her with
four-five young PEP members
permanently deputed for the

n
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Co-accused in
murder case,
woman dies in jail

MARCH OF FAITHFUL

NEWDELHI: It’s a new innings for
popular Punjabi singer Hans Raj
Hans as he entered the electoral
fray on Tuesday. Hans is a BJP
candidate from North West
Delhi Lok Sabha constituency
and replaces the sitting MP Udit
Raj.
The 57-year-old, who earned
fame through singing, has been
in politics for over a decade during which he had stints with the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and
the Congress before joining the
BJP three years back.
“I will be honest and do my
best to honour my services to the
people of the nation under the
guidance of shri @narendramodi @AmitShah ji. @BJP4India @BJP4Delhi,” he tweeted
after filing his nomination
papers, just before the deadline
ended.
Born in Shafipur village near
Jalandhar in Punjab, Hans
started his musical journey by
singing Punjabi folk, devotional
and Sufi music. His tryst with
music started at an early age as
he started singing since the age
IANS
of five

n

punjab

n

Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA) candidate Paramjit Kaur Khalra
at Sakhira village in Tarn Taran on Tuesday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

campaign.
She starts her speeches with
thepost-Partitioneventssuchas
“declaring of Sikhs as a criminal
community” besides claims of
“depriving them of a territory
where they could feel free” and
then coming to Punjab’s over-adecade-old troubled phase starting in the eighties.
She makes it a point to blame
boththeCongressandtheAkalis
for the army operation at the
Golden Temple.
“It was the Akalis who then
wrote to the Centre to carry out
the attack on the shrine so that
they could grab power in the
state,” she tells the local residents.
Also,sheremindsthepeopleof
her husband’s contribution in
uncovering human rights violations. Then she raises issues like

drugs,unemployment,poorstate
health care and education and
agrarian crisis. “She addresses
an average six poll meetings in a
day,” says advocate Jagdeep
Singh, an activist of Khalra Mission Organisation, the human
rights body headed by Khalra.
A HINDU YOUTH PART
OF HER CAMPAIGN
AHinduyouth,ParveenKumar,
whose elder brother Gulshan
Kumar the police allegedly took
alongin1993,isamongthefamily
members of alleged victims of
police atrocities taking part in
her campaign. Gulshan went
missing thereafter.
Harmandeep Singh Sarhali,
another functionary of the
KhalraMission,said, “Thereare
so many victims of police
excesses in Tarn Taran district

‘MILITANTS’ FIGHT
FOR SELF-RESPECT’
At Sakhira village, 10km from
TarnTarantown,thataccording
toformerSAD(Amritsar) leader
Jarnail Singh Sakhira produced
42militants,Khalratermedtheir
(militants’)actasa“fightforselfrespect”.
Sarhali says the village has 21
families whose members disappearedduetooneorotherformof
extra-judicial killings.
Whenasked,thePDAnominee
says, “My party may not have
proper organisationalmuscle as
other mainstream parties have,
buttheissuesweareraisinghave
a wider resonance. Where were
the cadres of SAD when it was
reduced to only 15 seats in last
assembly elections?”
PEP CAMPAIGNER LAMBI
TURNS CROWD-PULLER
At the poll gatherings organized
insupportofKhalra,NavjotKaur
Lambi, the young campaigner of
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP), is
becomingacrowd-puller.Agood
orator, Lambi had joined the
Aaam Aadmi Party (AAP) but
later switched sides to PEP.
On Monday, she addressed
gatherings for Khalra throughout the day.
The residents of villages
throngedthevenueofherrallied
to listen to her speeches

n

letterschd@htlive.com

FARIDKOT: Congress candidate

from Faridkot Lok Sabha constituency Mohammad Sadique
will file his nomination papers
on Wednesday.
Chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh and other senior party
leaders will accompany Sadique
on this occasion.
Later, Amarinder will
address the party workers of the
constituency.
Local Congress leaders said
the CM’s visit will give a major
boost to the party campaign in
Faridkot constituency.
This would be the first visit of
any senior Congress leader to
the constituency — which
remained an epicentre of sacrilege and police firing incidents in
2015 — after the Lok Sabha elections were announced.
“We are looking forward to
the CM’s visit as it will give fresh
momentum to our workers
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls,” a
local Congress leader said.
Sadique said, “The chief minister is leading from the front.
The Congress is going to win all
the parliamentary seats in the
state.”

AMARINDER WILL JOIN
THE CONG NOMINEE
CONTESTING SEAT THAT
HAD BEEN EPICENTRE OF
SACRILEGE INCIDENTS

National Health Mission, Punjab invites eligible candidates desirous to join the following contractual posts of Specialists
and Medical Officer under Bhakra Beas Management Board for its Hospital at Nangal, Talwara and Sunder Nagar (HP) to
attend the walk in interview before the Selection Committee in the O/o Mission Director, NHM Punjab, 5th Floor, Prayaas
Building, Sector 38 B Chandigarh as per schedule mentioned below:-

Sr. Name of Post No of Consolidated
Qualification
Date & time
of Walk In
No.
Posts Salary Per
Month
Interview
1. Gynaecologist 2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS with Post Graduate degree/diploma in
Obstetrics & Gynaecology (MD Gynae & Obs/DGO.)
or DNB in Obstetrics & Gynecology
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
2. Paediatrician
2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS with Post Graduate degree/diploma in
Paediatrics [MD (Pead)/ DCH] or DNB in Paediatrics
30.04.2019
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
10.00 am
Council of India.
onwards
3. Specialist
2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS Degree with a Post Graduate Degree in
Medicine Registered with Punjab Medical Council/
(Medicine)
Medical Council of India.
4.
Surgeon
2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS Degree with a Post Graduate Degree in
Surgery
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
5. Orthopedic
2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS Degree with a Post Graduate Degree in
Orthopaedicts
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
6. Eye Specialist 2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS with MS/MD in Ophthalmology (MCI
recognized) or D.O.M.S (MCI recognized)
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
7. Anaesthetist
1
Rs. 100000/- MBBS with Post Graduate degree/diploma in
01.05.2019
Anaesthesia
10.00 am
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
onwards
Council of India.
8. Radiologist
1
Rs. 100000/- MBBS Degree with a Post Graduate degree/ diploma
in Radiodiagnosis
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
9. Pathologist
2
Rs. 100000/- MBBS Degree with a Post Graduate Degree in
Pathology
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/ Medical
Council of India.
10.
Medical
4
Rs. 60000/- MBBS from a recognized University or Institution
from an institution recognized by the Medical 02.05.2019
Officer MBBS
Council of India.
10.00 am
Registered with Punjab Medical Council/Medical onwards
Council of India.
1.
2.

Age
Knowledge of Punjabi

Up to 65 years
Candidates should have passed subject of Punjabi upto Matric standard.
Relaxation can be given if there is no adequate number of applicants.

Note:
i.
For other details log on to: www.nhmpunjab.in.
ii. No of post may increase or decrease.
iii. Note: Any corrigendum(s) to the recruitment shall be published on the above website.
Additional Chief Secretary (Health)
Govt of Punjab.
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BATTLEFIELD HARYANA

Withassetsworth₹102cr,INLD’s
VirenderisrichestHrycandidate
MONEY MATTERS Rana, a businessman, states in his affidavit that he and his wife do not own any vehicle
Hardik Anand
declared a Range Rover car
topthreecrorepatisinfray
worth ₹25 lakh as one of his
n

hardik.anand@htlive.com

ROHTAK :With total assets worth
₹102 crore, Indian National Lok
Dal’s (INLD’s) Virender Rana is
the richest candidate contesting
the Lok Sabha polls in Haryana.
Surprisingly, Rana, a businessman, stated in his affidavit that
he and his wife do not own any
motor vehicle. The couple has
invested mostly in security
bonds.
Following Rana, who is contesting from Gurugram, is Congress candidate Shruti Choudhry with assets worth ₹97 crore.
Choudhry, an ex-MP and daughter of CLP leader Kiran Choudhry, is contesting from the Bhiwani-Mahendergarh constituency.
She individually has assets
worth ₹74 crore, which clubbed
with her husband’s, reach the
₹97-crore mark. Choudhry’s
movable assets, worth ₹16 crore,

n

Virender Rana (INLD)
₹102 crore

include 10kg gold and 75kg silver, while her properties worth
₹56 crore include both agriculture land and residential buildings, either inherited or
acquired. In comparison to 2014,
Choudhry’s net worth has come
down by ₹13.5 crore.
Hisar MP Dushyant Chautala,
whosetotalmovable andimmovable assets are worth ₹49.6 crore,

n

Shruti Choudhry (Congress)
₹97 crore

comes next. The former INLD
leader, who floated the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) after he
was expelled over anti-party
activities, is once again contesting from Hisar constituency. He
isfacingtwonewcomers—BJP’s
Brijendra Singh and Congress’
Bhavya Bishnoi.
Another Congress leader and
three-time Rohtak MP, Deep-

n

Dushyant Chautala (JJP)
₹49.6 crore

ender Hooda, follows Chautala
in terms of wealth. The Congress
MP, along with his wife, has
declared assets worth ₹44.7 crore
in his affidavit. In 2014, Deepender’s assets were worth ₹35.87
crore.
Interestingly, JJP candidate
from Sonepat, Digvijay Chautala, who had earlier this year
contested the Jind bypoll, has

assets.
The car, however, had not
found any mention in his asset
declaration filed earlier for the
bypoll. Along with the swanky
car, the JJP leader’s assets are
worth ₹25.8 crore.
The examination of affidavits
submitted by leaders shows that
there is no dearth of crorepatis in
fray. These include BJP’s Krishan Pal Gurjar (₹37 crore), Rao
Inderjit Singh (₹30.81 crore),
Ramesh Kaushik (₹23.5 crore),
Dharambir Singh (₹6 crore),
Sunita Duggal (₹4.79 crore) and
Brijendra Singh (₹4.6 crore),
Congress’ Capt Ajay Yadav (₹19
crore), Ashok Tanwar (₹5.7
crore) and Bhupinder Singh
Hooda (₹15.5 crore).
Tuesday marked the last day
of filing of nominations for the
Lok Sabha elections in Haryana,
voting for which will be held on
May 12.

Hry: Modi, Shah
among 40 star
campaigners
named by BJP

If BJP has ‘dhai kilo ka haath’, Cong has
man with powerful biceps, says Vijender

CHANDIGARH: PrimeMinisterNarendraModi,severalUnionministers and top BJP leaders, including national president Amit
Shah, are among the 40 leaders
named as star campaigners by
theBJPfortheMay12electionsto
the 10 Lok Sabha seats in Haryana.
State BJP president Subhash
Barala on Tuesday said the Centralleaders,includinghomeminister Rajnath Singh, road and
highways minister Nitin Gadkari,finance minister Arun Jaitley and external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj, would hold rallies in the state.
Organisation secretary Ram
Lal, BJP vice-president Uma
Bharti, railway minister Piyush
Goyal, HRD minister Smriti
Irani,UPCMYogiAdityanathare
also among the senior leaders
namedasstarcampaigners,Barala said. While PM Modi is likely
to address at least three rallies,
AmitShahwouldaddresssixrallies in Haryana by May 9.
Aspertheinformation,Shahis
likely to hold rallies at Sonepat,
Panipat and Yamunanagar on
May5andatFaridabad,Bhiwani
and Hisar on May 7. Barala said
PM Modi has been urged to
address rallies at Fatehabad,
Jhajjar and Kurukshetra either
HTC
on May 8 or May 9.

NEW DELHI: Boxing champion
VijenderSinghonTuesdaysaidif
the BJP has the ‘dhai kilo ka
haath’ — in reference to Bollywood actor Sunny Deol joining
the saffron party — with them,
the Congress now possesses
someone who has ‘powerful
biceps’ which can fire punches.
Theacepugilistsaidthiswhile
interacting with reporters after
filing his nomination from the
South Delhi Lok Sabha constituency on Tuesday.
When a reporter told him that
theBJPnowhasthe‘dhaikiloka
haath’ with them, he flexed his
bicepsandsaid“theCongresshas
this now”.
He also made his trademark
punchingpose.Thephrase‘dhai
kilo ka haath’ was one of the
famous lines used in the Deolstarrer film ‘Damini’ released in
1993 and is often repeated by
admirers of the actor.
DeoljoinedtheBJPinthepresenceofdefenceministerNirmala
Sitharaman andrailways minister Piyush Goyal, days after he
metpartypresidentAmitShahat
Pune airport.
Singh,whoislockedinathreeway contest in the South Delhi
Lok Sabha constituency, also
asserted that his sporting career
has already “taught him to be a
fighter” and that he was “confi-

Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustanties.com

MAY 6 MEET: JAT
BODY TO DECIDE
ON WHICH PARTY
TO SUPPORT
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR : The All India Jat Aarak-

shan Sangharsh Samiti
(AIJASS) will be holding a meeting on May 6 at Rohtak’s
Jasia village to decide on which
political party to support in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections
in Haryana.
The meeting will be addressed
by AIJASS national leader Yashpal Malik, its state spokesperson
Rambhagat Malik said on Tuesday.
“We have already formed a
two-member team in every village of the state, whose primary
aim will be to ascertain which
party are the people supporting.
We are now in the process of creating a detailed report. With the
final data, we will decide in the
meeting on May 6 our future
course of action,” he added.
Malik said the main work of
their leaders will be to expose the
BJP in the state and the AIJASS
will extend its support to any
such party which will promise
Jat youths of reservation in government jobs and cancellation of
the FIRs registered against
“innocent” people during the
violence that broke out in Haryana in 2016.
He said there is a large section
of voters in Haryana, who are
Jatsandtheyalready know what
the BJP government did to
them.
Earlier, AIJASS national
president Yashpal Malik had
also alleged that few BJP leaders
were behind the violence that
took place during the pro-quota
stir in February 2016 and a youth
squad constituted by incumbent
Kurukshetra MP Rajkumar
Saini first attacked the Jat
youths, which led to tension.

assetswatch

Digvijay Chautala,
JJP, Sonepat

Kuldeep Sharma,
Congress, Karnal

Total declared assets: ₹25.8 crore
Cash in hand: ₹6.4 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹32.75 lakh
Bonds: ₹1 crore
Jewellery: ₹24 lakh
Movable assets: ₹12.5 crore
Immovable assets: ₹13.3 crore

Total declared assets (including
spouse’s): ₹11.32 crore
Cash in hand: ₹4 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹1.43 crore
Bonds: ₹50,000
Jewellery: ₹30 lakh
Moveable: ₹1.99 crore
Immovable: ₹6 crore

Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Congress, Sonepat
Total declared assets: ₹15.5 crore
Cash in hand: ₹3.9 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹1.2 crore
Bonds: Nil
Jewellery: ₹2.15 crore
Movable assets: ₹4.3 crore
Immovable assets: ₹11.2 crore

Nirmal Singh, Congress,
Kurukshetra
Total declared assets (including
spouse & Hindu Undivided
Family): ₹12.63 crore
Cash in hand: ₹3.4 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹11,610
Bonds: Nil
Jewellery: ₹3.9 lakh
Moveable: ₹7.61 lakh
Immovable: ₹2.27 crore

Arjun Chautala, INLD,
Kurukshetra
Total declared assets (including
claims, interests of other assets):
₹6.37 crore
Cash in hand: ₹4.85 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹13.84 lakh
Bonds: ₹29.44
Jewellery: ₹13.15 lakh
Moveable assets: ₹5.55 crore
Immovable: ₹75 lakh

Krishan Agarwal,
AAP, Karnal
Total declared assets (including
spouse’s): ₹4.71 crore
Cash in hand: ₹4.5 lakh
Bank deposits: ₹2.05 lakh
Jewellery: ₹4.31 lakh
Movable: ₹18.86 lakh
Immovable: ₹3.82 crore

Newly floated JJP banks
on young, educated faces
HT Correspondent
n

n

Congress candidate from South Delhi constituency, Vijender Singh, during a roadshow in New Delhi on
Tuesday.
SANJEEV VERMA/HT

dent of delivering a good show”.
“When you are a player and
boxer no less, every fight, every
contest is a keen fight. And my
boxing career will definitely
come in handy here. So I am not
worried as to whom I am pitted
against...I just know why I am
here (in politics) and that is to
serve people in whatever way I
can,”theOlympicbronze-medallist said.

Asked ifhe willleave sports as
he has joined politics, Singh, 33,
who hails from the cradle of
Indianboxing—BhiwaniinHaryana — said “of course not”.
“Iamnotaneta.Ihavethrown
my weight behind this party
(Congress), which is led by a
young, dynamic leader, and I
urge the youth of this country to
votewiselyandcomeoutinlarge
numbers,” he said.

›

I am not a neta. I have
thrown my weight
behind Congress, which is
led by a young, dynamic
leader, and I urge the youth
to vote wisely
VIJENDER SINGH, Cong candidate

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Jannayak Janata Party (JJP), which is contesting the elections in alliance with
the AAP, has tried to field young
and educated faces for seven
seats.
While the JJP has chosen
seven candidates, its ally AAP
has three candidates for 10 Lok
Sabha seats in Haryana. The alliance includes three Jat candidates, two each of Brahmin and
Dalit and one each of Muslim,
Baniya and Ahir candidates.
Five of JJP’s candidates are
well-educated and as young as
below 37 years. It is the only
party to have fielded a Muslim

candidate–MehboobKhan,from
Gurugram constituency. An
alumnus of IIM-A, Khan, 65,
faces Union minister Rao Inderjit Singh and Congress’ Capt
Ajay Yadav. In Hisar, US-educated Dushyant Chautala, 31, is
seeking re-election. He faces
BJP’s candidate Brijendra
Singh, an IAS officer and Congress’ Bhavya Bishnoi, son of
Adampur MLA.
Digvijay Chautala, 29, the
younger brother of Dushyant,
would take on the two-time CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and sitting BJP MP Ramesh Kaushik in
Sonepat. In Rohtak, Pradeep, 32,
who is a postgraduate in law,
faces Congress’ Deepender
Hooda and BJP’s Arvind

Sharma. The JJP’s candidate in
Bhiwani-Mahendergarh is
Swati, 30, an entrepreneur, who
has studied in the US. She faces
BJP’s Dharamvir and Congress’
Shruti Choudhry.
Nirmal Singh, 37, who is convener of Nirmal Soch Charitable
Trust, is contesting against Congress’ Ashok Tanwar and BJP’s
Sunita Duggal in Sirsa. Jai Bhagwan, 57, who has twice remained
president of Pipli grain market,
faces INLD’s Arjun Chautala,
son of INLD leader Abhay Chautala, in Kurukshetra. The
remaining threeAAP candidates
are Prithvi Raj from Ambala,
Krishan Kumar Aggrawal from
Karnaland NaveenJaihind from
Faridabad.

Hooda’s candidature aimed Arjun Chautala files papers from Kurukshetra
at consolidating Jat votes
Neeraj Mohan
n

Hitender Rao
n

hrao@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Congress’ deci-

siontonominateformerHaryana
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda to contest from Sonepat
parliamentary seat seems to be
intendedat securing a big chunk
of approximately 25% Jat votebank across the state.
His entry into the electoral
arena looks like a calculated
move designed to offset BJP’s
planstopolarisetheJatandnonJatvotersinthestatetoitsadvantage, political experts say.
Hooda’spresenceasapollcandidate will also have a ripple
effect on the neighbouring Rohtak parliamentary constituency
from where his son, Deepender
Hooda,isexpectedtohavearelatively tough outing this time.
The former chief minister
holds tremendous sway in Rohtak-Sonepat-DeswaliJatbeltand
hispresencecouldbolsterparty’s
prospectsnotonlyinRohtakand
Sonepat constituencies, but in
other areas as well, experts feel.
Hooda’s political clout in the

POLITICAL EXPERTS
FEEL HIS ENTRY LOOKS
LIKE A CALCULATED
MOVE DESIGNED TO
OFFSET BJP’S PLANS TO
POLARISE THE JAT AND
NON-JAT VOTERS
Deswali belt is illustrated by the
fact that 10 out of the 15 assembly
constituencies won by the Congressin2014assemblypollswere
fromthedistrictsofRohtak,JhajjarandSonepat,andformedpart
of Rohtak and Sonepat parliamentary seats.
“The BJP is heavily banking
on polarisation of the electorate
in the elections. Its strategy will
be to consolidate non-Jat voters
in its favour and take advantage
of the division of the Jat voters
among the Congress, the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) and the
fledgling Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP),” said a Congress leader
from Hisar.
The politically shrewd and

savvy Jats are desperately looking for a viable choice to cling on
to. “The INLD looks like a a
depleted lot, while the JJP,
despite its good show in the
recent Jind bypoll, is a nascent
entity and lacks mature leadership. There is certainly a situation waiting to be tapped,” said a
former INLD leader.
“Jats at the moment look confused. They are unsure about
their alignment. Had the INLD
not split, it would have proved to
be a compelling option for the
Jats,” said a former professor of
Kurukshetra University.
The Congress high command
cold-shouldered Hooda for most
of the last five years and his
efforts to take control of party’s
state unit came a cropper.
However, the party hierarchy
restoredhisstatustosomeextent
byaskinghimtoheadtheco-ordination committee for the Lok
Sabhaelections.“Hooda’scandidaturefromSonepatwillsendthe
right signal to Jat voters across
the state and could work in
favour of the Congress,” said a
Congress functionary.

JJP candidate keeps Ajay waiting
ROHTAK : The Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP) candidate from Rohtak,PradeepDeswal,onTuesday
kepthispartybossAjayChautala
waiting for over an hour in Rohtak.
Deswal, a student leader, had
called Ajay to accompany him
while he goes to file his nomination. However, while Ajay managed to reach the Rohtak DC’s
office at the given time, Deswal

remained stuckina roadshow in
the city.
After waiting for Deswal for
overanhour,AjayleftfromRohtak, saying that he had to take
partinhissonDigvijay’snomination filing in Sonepat as well.
Deswal later filed his papers
without the presence of any big
leader. Deswal’s affidavit mentions three criminal cases registered against him.
HTC

PRADEEP DESWAL FROM
ROHTAK ASKS HIS BOSS
TO ACCOMPANY HIM,
BUT GETS STUCK IN A
ROADSHOW; AJAY
LEAVES FOR SONEPAT TO
BE WITH DIGVIJAY AFTER
WAITING FOR AN HOUR

neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

KURUKSHETRA:TheINLDcandidate
fromKurukshetraconstituency,
ArjunChautala,onTuesdayfiled
hisnominationfortheupcoming
Lok Sabha elections.
With this, he became the third
grandson of the Indian National
LokDal(INLD)supremoOmPrakashChautalaenteringthepolitical arena.
ArjunChautalaistheyounger
son of INLD leader Abhay Singh
Chatuala. OP Chautala’s two
grandsons, Dushyant and Digvi-

jay, who had separated from the
INLD and floated the Jannayak
JanataParty(JJP)arecontesting
from Hisar and Sonepat.
The INLD organised a statelevel rally to launch Arjun and
ensure huge gathering while he
filed his nomination in the presence of entire party leadership.
Donning the traditional Haryanvi dhoti, kurta and jutti, the
27-year-old reached the stage set
up at a theme park here and likened his entry into politics to
Arjun, the main character of the
Mahabharat.
“InMahabharat,Arjundidnot

want to fight, but lord Krishna
convinced him to fight and win.
Similarly, this Arjun was taking
care of agricultural farms,
but call of duty made him jump
into the poll fray at this land of
Mahabharat,” Arjun said.
In his first speech as an active
politician, he chose his words
carefullyanddidnotmentionhis
estranged cousins. Arjun also
readaletterwrittenbyhisgrandfatherOPChautala,whoisjailin
a teachers’ recruitment scam,
and said, “My candidature is the
decision of my grandfather and
he has directed me to serve the

people of Kurukshetra.”
“This is a big responsibility
given to me by the party and my
grandfatherbelievesthatIamthe
strongest candidate from this
seat. I will follow in the footsteps
of late Devi Lal and won’t be disloyal to the party and people,”
Arjun said.

‘LUCKY MY NAME
IS ARJUN’
He said he is lucky that his name
is Arjun, who got to contest his
firstelectionfromKurukshetra.
Several banners with a message‘Tau(DeviLal)kelekarsare

gunn, Kurukshetra jitne aaya
Arjun’ were put up on the rally
ground, projecting Arjun as a
messengerofthefarmers’leader
lateDeviLal. Arjunalsovisiteda
couple of religious places before
filing his nomination.
Addressing the rally, Abhay
Chautala, who is eying about 3.5
lakh votes of Jat community in
Kurukshetra,accusedtheruling
BJPandtheCongressofJatquota
violence which claimed 30 lives.
“The BJP government had on
severalinstancestriedtodamage
the social fabric and divide people,” he added.

Incomplete documents: Flanked with Cong’s key leaders,
Saini withdraws name Kuldeep, Nirmal file nominations

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK :Former CM Bhupinder
SinghHoodaandJannayakJanta
Party (JJP) founding member
Digvijay Chautala on Tuesday
filedtheirnominationsfromSonepatconstituencyfortheupcoming Lok Sabha elections.
RebelBJPMPRajkumarSaini,
whose newly floated Loktantra
Suraksha Party (LSP) had
already nominated its candidate
from Sonepat, also reached the
office of deputy commissioner to
file his nomination. However,
when told his nomination would
get rejected due to incomplete
documents, he withdrew his
name and left.
Whiletheopponentstermedit
a ‘publicity drama’, Saini said
contesting from Sonepat was a
last-minute idea to challenge
Hooda. “Some important documents were missing, so I consideredwithdrawingmyname, else

getting rejected would not have
been appropriate. Now, our candidateRajBala Sainiwillcontest
theelectionsasplannedearlier,”
he added.
SlammingtheformerCM,Digvijay said Hooda was contesting
to be Sonepat’s MP only for six
months.“Ifhegetselected,hewill
abandonthisconstituencywithin
sixmonthsandgobacktoKiloiin
Rohtak to fight assembly polls. I,
on the contrary, promise to be in
Sonepat’s service for next 50
years,” he added.
Meanwhile,Hoodasaidhewas
contestingfromtheconstituency
to respect the requests made to
him by the people. Both Hooda
and Digvijay disclosed criminal
cases registered against them in
their affidavits. While Digviijay
mentionedoneFIRofhatespeech
filedagainsthim,Hoodadetailed
six FIRs registered against him
bycentralagenciesinconnection
withmoneylaunderingandland
acquisitions.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL : Congress candidates

Kuldeep Sharma and Nirmal
Singh filed their nomination
papers from Karnal and Kurukshetra Lok Sabha seats on Tuesday, the last day of the process.
Former chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda accompanied Sharma when he filed his
papers. Hooda reached about
more than an hour late, forcing
Sharma and his supporters to
wait outside the office of returning officer.
Hooda, who has been fielded
by the party from the Sonepat
constituency, said he was confident that the Congress would
win all the seats and its victory
margin from Rohtak, Sonepat
and Karnal will be huge.
Hooda claimed that he was
getting support from every section of society and people wanted

to get rid of BJP’s misrule.
Accusing the BJP of politicising the armed forces, Hooda said,
“The army and martyrs belongs
to the entire nation and the BJP
should refrain from taking
advantage of work done by
them.”
KULDEEP FOR MAKING
KARNAL AS HARYANA
CAPITAL
Few minutes after filing his nomination from Karnal, sitting Congress MLA from Gannaur, Kuldeep Sharma, said Karnal was
the best place to become Haryana’s capital.
“Karnal is located at the centre of Haryana, which makes it
the most-suited place to become
the new capital,” he added.
Sharma, who failed to persuade the party high-command
to give ticket to his son Chankya
Pandit from Karnal, also claimed
that the Congress was united and

he was getting support from all
party leaders.
He also took out a roadshow in
Karnal before filing his nomination.
NIRMAL GETS SUPPORT
OF KEY LOCAL LEADERS
IN KURUKSHETRA
In Kurukshetra, Congress
spokesperson and Kaithal MLA
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
former Kurukshetra MP and
industrialist Naveen Jindal and
other local party leaders
attended a workers’ meeting in
support of their candidate,
former Haryana minister Nirmal Singh.
The four-time MLA is contesting his first Lok Sabha election
this time as the party had to field
him from Kurukshetra after
Naveen Jindal backed off days
after Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s roadshow in the
region.
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Wheat on 215 acres gutted High court
upholds
Punjab
in Moga, Sultanpur Lodhi mining policy
FARM FIRE Two firefighters attacked by farmers in Moga’s Thamanwala village;
locals suffer burn injuries in Sultanpur Lodhi, allege delay in arrival of fire tenders

›

I assure you that the
state government will
compensate the farmers
for their damages as soon
as possible.

HT Correspondents
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOGA/SULTANPURLODHI: Wheat on
nearly 215 acres of agricultural
land was gutted in fire in Moga
and Sultanpur Lodhi on Tuesday.
Wheat on around 125 acres of
land was destroyed after a short
circuit in an electricity transformer set off fire in the fields at
Bughipura and Thamanwala villages in Moga district while
around 90 acres of the crop was
damaged in Deepewal village in
Sultanpur Lodhi.
As per information, as many as
seven farmers of Bughipura and
Thamanwala lost their crop on 80
and 45 acres respectively in the
Moga district.
Locals said that Baghipura villagers got together to douse the
fire, but before a fire tender could
reach the spot, crop spread over
80 acres was destroyed.
Demanding adequate compensation, farmers said they would
approach the local administration and their area MLA for compensation.
It has been reported that farmers attacked the fire brigade team
at Thamanwala village, accusing
them of not reaching on time.

NAVTEJ SINGH CHEEMA ,
Sultanpur Lodhi MLA

n

In both the incidents, fire brigade teams failed to douse the fire.

Two firefighters, Daman and
Lakhwinder, were reported
injured, after which they were
admitted to Zira civil hospital.
The fire department made an
appeal to the municipal commissioner to send a police team along
with them in future to handle
such a situation.
Moga fire station officer – Bhupinder Singh – said that after
receiving information, three fire
vehicles were sent to Baghipur
village.
“Later, we were informed that

HT

fire had broken out at fields in
Thamawala village. Fire trucks
were called from Zira, but in the
meantime, 45 acres of standing
crop was burned. When they
reached the spot, angry farmers
attacked the fire brigade team,
injuring two firefighters who
were then admitted to hospital,”
he said.
In the Sultanpur Lodhi incident, two fire tenders from
Kapurthala reached the spot oneand-a-half hours later. Residents
said the incident took place after

a man accidentally dropped his
cigarette in the field. The crop
caught fire and the it went out of
control. The unidentified culprit
fled from the spot.
SDM Sultanpur Lodhi Navneet Bal said the estimated loss
was around 90 acres. Passersby
raised an alarm after which villagers tried to douse the flames,
but to no avail. Some villagers
also sustained minor burn injuries while attempting to douse the
flames. Sultanpur Lodhi MLA
Navtej Singh Cheema assured the
farmers that the state government will compensate them as
soon as possible. Blaming the late
arrival of fire brigades for exacerbating the situation, the farmers
demanded that a fire brigade be
deployed at Sultanpur Lodhi.

Four arrested
for kidnapping,
murdering
commission agent
HT Correspondent
n

letteschd@hindustantimes.com

FEROZEPUR : The Fazilka police

have arrested four people for
kidnapping and murdering a
commission agent.
Suman Mutneja of Panje Ke
Uthar village in Guru Har Sahai
subdivision had gone missing
under mysterious circumstances on Thursday and his body
was recovered from Gang Canal
near Jalalabad on Sunday.
On April 18, Mutneja was on
his way home in his i20 car
(PB-22K-4045) from Jalalabad
around 6pm. On the way, he was
kidnapped by Amandeep Singh,
Davinder Singh, Pargat Singh,
Sukhpal Singh, Satnam Singh
and Ganga Singh, ” Ferozepur
inspector general (IG) of police
Mukhwinder Singh Chinna
said.
Later, the accused murdered
Suman and threw his body into
the canal after tying his hands
and feet. The accused also threw
his car into the canal and then
they left for Rajasthan.
They made ransom calls from
different mobile numbers, said
the IG.
Mukhwinder Singh Chinna
said a case was registered at the
Jalalabad police station
following a complaint by
Suman’s son Abhinandan Mutneja.Fazilka senior superintendent of police Deepak Hilori
said the police have arrested
four of six accused — Amandeep, Davinder Singh, Pargat
Singh and Sukhpal Singh. Raids
are on to nab the other accused,
he added.
The police recovered the car
on Saturday and Suman’s body
was fished out from the canal on
Sunday.
“The mastermind, Amandeep, is already facing three
criminal cases at various police
stations while his accomplice
Pargat Singh also has criminal
background,” said IG Mukhwinder Singh Chinna, Ferozepur inspector general.

n

Yogendra Yadav, Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia failed to appear before the court in a 2013
SANJEEV VERMA/ HT FILE
defamation case filed by advocate Surendra Kumar Sharma.

Non-bailable warrants issued
against Sisodia, Yadav, Kejriwal
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: A Delhi court Tuesday

issued a non-bailable warrant
(NBW) against Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal, deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia and
national president of Swaraj
India Yogendra Yadav, after all
the three failed to appear before
the court in a 2013 defamation
case filed by advocate Surendra
Kumar Sharma.
Following this, the counsel for
Kejriwal and Sisodia, advocate
Rishikesh Kumar, moved an
application before the court seeking a stay on the NBW against the

since Yadav was not present
before the court, the court issued
warrants against all three.
Yadav’s counsel advocate PS
Sharda said Yadav is not in town
and that it was a slip on part of the
counsel’s office. “We will appear
before the court and pray for cancellation of NBW. The slip is inadvertent on my part,” Sharda said.
According to the defamation
complaint, Sharma was initially
promised a ticket during the 2013
assembly elections but was later
denied one. Sharma said the three
men made defamatory, unlawful
and derogatory comments,
which were carried by leading
newspapers.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Punjab and
Haryana high court on Tuesday
upheld the mining policy of the
Punjab government but
directed the state to conduct
auction of quarries after identifying the blocks.
Disposing of a batch of petitions filed last year, the high
court bench of justice Mahesh
Grover and justice Lalit Batra
gave the state three months to
survey the quarries and put out
auction notice.
Under challenge was the new
mining policy notified on October 26, 2018, and auction notice
for December 27, 2018. On
December 19, the high court had
stayed auction of quarries in a
dozen-odd districts.
It was argued in the petitions
that quarries have not been
identified and demarcated and
the policy with creation
of blocks (consisting of
stretches of rivers/contiguous
blocks of districts) of mines,
would lead to monopolisation,
illegal mining and plundering of
resources.
The high court said there
would be nothing wrong if the
government proposes to hold

Tuesday said it would hear in
August the appeals filed by Congress president Rahul Gandhi
and his mother Sonia against
the Delhi high court order
allowing re-assessment of their
Income Tax for 2011-12 in connection with the National Herald case.
A bench comprising justices

Jamal Faizee — aged between 19
and 21 — who sustained multiple
fractures and were admitted to
different hospitals in Delhi. One
of the victims underwent a neurological surgery at a private hospital on Tuesday evening, while
the other two were said to be stable. The police are yet to record
their statements.
Police said the victims — all
residents of Delhi — were on their
way to Jaipur in Rajasthan for a
trip. “Their car, a Tiago, was
speeding and had reached near
Sidhrawali village on the highway, when the car in front of
them allegedly slowed down and
came in their way. The driver
could not steer out of the way in
time and ended up hitting the
vehicle in front. The car spun due
to impact before ramming into
the road divider.”
All the five men were taken to
a private hospital in Bilaspur in
police vehicles.
HTC

DY Chandrachud and Hemant
Gupta granted liberty to the
petitioners to approach Delhi
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal
for expeditious hearing of pending appeal challenging the retrospective cancellation of registration granted to Young Indian
under the I-T Act. “List the further hearing on this batch of
appeals in the week commenc-

ing August 19. We grant liberty
to the petitioners to approach
the ITAT, Delhi, for expeditious
hearing...,” the bench said.
The Gandhis and senior Congress leader Oscar Fernandes
have challenged in the SC the
Delhi HC’s September 10 verdict
which dismissed their plea
against the re-assessment of
their tax.

the auction block-wise. However, court observed that vague
description of the mining area
would be an invitation to ravage.
“It is difficult to comprehend
how a mining contractor would
make a bid in an open auction
for mines that have not been
identified or described by any
revenue record or other
means,” the court said, asking
the state to conduct surveys of
areas before auction.
It further added that identity
of the mines/quarries stretches
would not only make it functionally viable but would also obviate chances of exploitation of
mineral resource.
The high court has permitted
existing contractors to carry out
mining activity till the auction
is not held by the state.

22-yr-old man held
for molesting minor
GURUGRAM: The police on Monday night arrested a 22-year-old
man for allegedly molesting a
class 9 student in Sector 14.
Earlier in the day, the girl’s
mother had filed a police complaint alleging that the man,
who lived in their neighbourhood, had molested her daughter and used to follow her when
she went to school or coaching
classes. The police said the girl
had warned the accused several
times, but he did not mend his
ways.

Subhash Boken, spokesperson, Gurugram police, said the
accused, was arrested on Monday night and sent to judicial
custody on Tuesday. “During
interrogation, he confessed to
committing the crime,” said
Boken.
A case was registered against
the accused under relevant sections of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act at the women
police station (west) on Monday,
said the police.

Karnal man ‘forced’ to fish out
body from canal, drowns

CHANDIGARH: Haryana Police, on

KARNAL :Three cops of the Karnal

Tuesday, announced cash
rewards of Rs 1 lakh each, to anyone who will provide information
leading to the arrest of six ‘mostwanted criminals’ involved in
various heinous crimes in Jhajjar
district.
A police spokesperson said
that the director general of police
(DGP) – Manoj Yadava – has
announced cash rewards on the
recommendation of inspector
general of police Rohtak Range –
Sandeep Khirwar. The DGP has
instructed the police to nab the
absconding criminals at the earliest.The police spokesperson said
the ‘most wanted’ criminals are –
Ravi of Chara Jhajjar; Raj Kumar
of village Basodi; Akshay Palra of
village Palra and Pawan alias
Pahalwan of village Nahra
(accused of killing Dharmendra
on March 10, 2019), Sachin alias
Bhanja of Dulhera (wanted in
connection with murder of Mandothi resident Ajay on February
6, 2019) and Sachin alias Painda of
Mehndipur Dabodha (accused in
murder case of a former
Sarpanch of village Dabodha
Kalan).
He said the monetary reward
will be given to those who help the
police to nab the criminals or provide information leading to their
arrest.
Any information to this effect
can given at 8930500203,
8930500601,
8930500602,
8930500604,
8930500609,
8930500619, 8930500677.

police have been suspended for
allegedly forcing a person to fish
out the body of man from Western Yamuna Canal. The man who
wasn’t a professional diver,
drowned in the canal, while doing
their bidding.
The Karnal SP has suspended
sub inspector Krishan Kumar,
head constables Bijender Singh
and Krishan, who were posted at
Madhuban police station.
The deceased has been identified as Sandeep Kumar (36) resident of Ashok Vihar Madhuban.
The matter came to light when
Ram Pal, father of the deceased,
got a phone call about his son’s
death under mysterious circumstances. When he inquired about
it, he found that the cops had
allegedly taken his son to fish out
a body from the canal. Since Sandeep was not a professional diver,
he drowned in the canal, and later
his body was taken out with the
help of divers, he alleged.
Ram Pal also accused the
police of not informing him of his
son’s death, and sending his body
for postmortem at the mortuary

SC to hear Rahul, Sonia appeals in August
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

DISPOSING OF A BATCH
OF PETITIONS FILED
LAST YEAR, THE HIGH
COURT BENCH GAVE THE
STATE THREE MONTHS
TO SURVEY THE
QUARRIES AND PUT OUT
AUCTION NOTICE

Haryana Police
announce cash
rewards for arrest
of 6 criminals

N AT I O N A L H E R A L D C A S E

Car crash snuffs out
lives of two teenagers
GURUGRAM: Two men were killed
and three others were critically
injured on Monday after the car
they were travelling in crashed
into another vehicle and hit a
divider on the Delhi-Jaipur highway near Sidharawali village in
Bilaspur.
Police said the victims, some of
whom were students of Jamia
Millia Islamia in Delhi, were on
their way to Jaipur from Delhi for
a day-long excursion.
According to the police, the
incident took place around
1.30am on Monday. The deceased
have been identified as Ainan
Khan, 19, a student of a school run
by Jamia Millia Islamia, and Chetan Gupta, 19, who was involved
in his family business. Both
Ainan and Chetan were seated in
front of the car, though the police
could not immediately confirm
who was driving the vehicle. The
police identified the three injured
as Kshitij Jain, Adnan Khan and

two till the next date of hearing.
Kumar informed the court that
during the last hearing, the court
had only directed Yadav to
appear in person.
In a handwritten application,
Kumar said there was a certain
confusion regarding the appearance. The matter is listed for
Wednesday before additional
chief metropolitan magistrate
Samar Vishal.
Aam Aadmi Party’s advocate
Mohd Irshad said the Delhi district court, on the last date of
hearing, had given relief to Kejriwal and Sisodia against the
appearance and had only asked
Yadav to be present. However,

HT Correspondent

THE GANDHIS AND
CONGRESS LEADER
OSCAR FERNANDES
HAVE CHALLENGED THE
DELHI HIGH COURT’S
SEPTEMBER 10 VERDICT
IN THE APEX COURT
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Y’NAGAR YOUTH DROWNS IN
CANAL WHILE TAKING SELFIE
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : A 17-year-old youth

drowned in the west
Yamuna canal’s Hamida
head near Yamunanagar
city on Tuesday, when he
was taking selfie at the site,
police said. The deceased
was identified as Ashish
alias Ashu of Yamunanagar
city.
Eyewitnesses said
Ashish and his friend Amit
were clicking selfies while
lying on the canal’s side
wall.
of Kalpana Chawla Government
Medical College and Hospital.
Ram Pal, along with his relatives and residents of his locality,
held a protest and took up the
matter with the Karnal superintendent of police Surender Singh
Bhoria. The family members
refused to allow the postmortem
of the deceased until the police

“To take a selfie, Ashish
climbed a tree that was on
the side of a canal. He lost
his balance and fell into the
water. The boy did not
know how to swim and
drowned. The water current was quite strong,” the
eyewitness said.
Inspector Rattan Lal,
Yamunanagar city police
station, said the youth’s
autopsy was conducted and
his body was handed over to
his family. The police have
initiated proceedings under
Section 174 of the CrPC.

registered an FIR against the
cops.
When contacted, the SP said
that the three constables have
been suspended, and an inquiry
has been ordered to ascertain
whether the cops compelled him
to fish out the body or he himself
told the police that he was a diver.

‘Chandumajra diverted MPLAD
funds to his son’s constituency’
SBS NAGAR : Congress candidate
from Anandpur Sahib parliamentary constituency, Manish
Tewari, on Tuesday attacked his
opponent and Shiromani Akali
Dal candidate, Prem Singh Chandumajra, at a rally in Banga of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,
alleging him of diverting the
Members of Parliament Local
Area Development (MPLAD)

funds to Sanaur, where his son
Harinderpal Singh Chandumajra
is a sitting MLA. Daring Chandumajra to point a single project
that he had brought to the constituency, Tewari said it clearly
explains where his preferences
lie.
Chandumajra said that he did
not allocate the funds to Sanaur
constituency after his son

became MLA.
“There is a provision for MPs
to allocate up to ₹80 lakh out of his
constituency and I have worked
accordingly. I have allocated ₹ 50
lakh to different constituencies of
Punjab, including Sanaur.
Tewari is losing ground due to
infighting in the Congress and
that is why he is levelling baseless
allegations,” he said.
HTC

Public Notice
AnnOUnCEmEnT Of ThE award fOr aCqUIsITIOn Of Land fOr COnsTrUCTIOn Of KarTarpUr cOrrIdOr and icP (SECTIOn
NaTIOnaL HIghway NO. NH-354) fOr Land OwnEr pErsOns InTErEsTEd ThErEIn any paymEnT Of COmpEnsaTIOn amOUnT
kind attention of all land owners/interested person is invited to the Notification dated 21-01-2019 and 31-01-2019
issued under section 3A Of ThE NH ACT 1956 for acquisition of land for the building construction of a National Highway
and the Notification dated 07-03-2019 and 08-03-2019 issued under section 3D of the NH Act 1956 and published in
the following newspapers.
Sr. NO.
NOTIfICaTIOn
NamE Of NEws PapEr In whICh pUBLIshEd
DaTE Of NEwspapEr
1
3A Corridor
Dainik Savera (Hindi), Jagbani (Pun), Hindusatan Times (English)
25-01-2019
2
3A ICP
Punjab Kesari (Hindi), Jagbani (Pun), Hindusatan Times (English)
5-02-2019
3
3D Corridor
Dainik Sawera (hindi), Jagbani (Pun), Hindusatan Times (English)
13-03-2019
4
3D ICP
Danik Sawera (hindi), Jagbani (Pun), Hindusatan Times (English)
13-03-2019
It is informed that the undersigned has announced the Award in respect of the said land UndEr SECTIOn 3G Of ThE
NH ACT 1956 vide order dated 27-03-2019 fOr COrrIdOr and 09-04-2019 fOr icP
The land acquiring agency (MoRTH/NHAI/NHIDC) has placed the requisite amount of compensation at the disposal
of the undersigned. Notice have also been issued to the concerned land owners/interested person as required under
section 3E of the NH Act 1956.
Accordingly all the concerned land owners interested persons and hereby informed/notified through this additional
PUBLIC NOTICE that the compensation amount is her by offered to all the land owners. Further it may be noted that.
•
The compensation amount in respect of all such land owners who have already submitted their bank account
detail is being credited to their respective bank account through RTGS.
•
The land owner who have not submitted their bank account details may do so immediately in the office of the
undersigned and the amount shall be created to their account within one week of the receipt of such bank account
details.
•
All other claimants entitled to receive the compensation amount may collect their amount of compensation from
the office of the undersigned on any working day between 09 am TO 05 pm within the period of 60 days.
it may further be noted that since the amount of compensation has been determined and tendered to the concerned
land owner/person interested there in through this additional Public Notice any failure to collect the compensation
amount would be to their account and the amount shall be deemed to have been paid on expiry of the period of sixty
days from the date of publication of the notice.
The land owner/Person interested therein our further called upon to surrender or believe the possession of the subject
land of the undersigned failing which the possession of subject land will be taken with police assistance on expiry of
the period of 60 days.
cOmpETEnT AUThOrITy fOr land ACqUIsITIOn
DEra baBa Nanak
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spiceoflife

Lowpollingin
Anantnagdistrict,
butnoviolence

When my tinted glasses came to the rescue
Narinder Jit Kaur

S

unglasses have always
been a chic accessory that
givesanàlamodetouch to
one’s personality. Goggles, as
they are generally called, have
undergone a sea change from
the small triangular hornrimmed ones to large oval ones
with broad white or pink
frames; or the latest versions
like shaded, smoked, and
UV-protected ones.
In the early ’80s, the pair I
used to wear had a large frame
with light pink tinted glasses. I
would mostly wear them while
travelling.Duringoneofmybus
journeys, my glasses became
the subject of an interesting
story that I’ve treasured ever
since in my mind.
On a cool, sunny November
afternoon, I boarded the bus
from Chandigarh, my then

FIRST PHASE 13.8% people exercise their franchise, PDP
stronghold Bijbehera records 2% turnout, lowest in district
election
2019

BATTLEFIELD J&K
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Anantnag: Amid heavy security arrangements, voting
ended peacefully on Tuesday in
the first phase of the threephased Lok Sabha elections in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Anantnag constituency. On Tuesday,
polling was only held in Anantnag district, comprising six six
assembly segments. Voting will
take place in Kulgam district of
the constituency on April 29 and
Shopian and Pulwama districts
on May 6.
Voter turnout, however,
remained low with only 13.8%
people exercising their democratic right. Barring a few incidents of stone pelting, polling in
the six segments of Anantnag
ended peacefully at 4 pm.
Bijbehera, the assembly constituency of former state chief
minister and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti, witnessed a
mere 2% polling. Among other
assembly segments, Anantnag
recorded 3.5% polling, Shangus
15.1%, Dooru 18.4%, Kokernag
19.6% and Pahalgam 20.5%. In
last Lok Sabha polls, Bijbhera
and Anantnag assembly segments had witnessed 23.75% and
36.09% polling, respectively.
Mehbooba, who is among 18
candidates in the fray from the
constituency, travelled from
Srinagar to her home town to
cast her vote. In 2014, the Anantnag Lok Sabha seat was won by
Mehbooba by more than 65,000
votes. She resigned in 2016 to
become the chief minister of
Jammu and Kashmir following
the death of her father, Mufti
Muhammad Sayeed. The seat,
however, remained vacant for
three years as the election commission did not hold byelections
in the Anantnag constituency.

frame, and with presence of
mind, he stopped it with one
hand, while controlling the
steering with the other. The
conductor helped the driver
place glass next to the engine.
The incident created a commotionandpassengersappreciated the driver’s timely action
that had averted a serious mishap, but they were worried
about the rest of the journey, as
about three hours’ journey to
Amritsar was still left, and it
would be dark soon. Changing
thebuslookedinevitableandno
one was sure how much time it
would take. The passengers
urged the driver to take the bus
slowlytoLudhianafromwhere
we could catch the next bus.
The conductor asked me to
change my seat as it would be
difficult for me to take the
onslaughtofcoldwind.Passengersobligedandmaderoomfor

THE NEXT MOMENT,
MY GLASSES WERE
PERCHED ON THE
DRIVER’S NOSE. AS HE
SEEMED PLEASED,
EVERYONE HEAVED A
SIGH OF RELIEF
hometown,toAmritsarwhereI
wasworking.Ialwayspreferred
seat number one, next to the
driveras youcouldtravel without much disturbance, and let
your imagination run wild. We
werestillafewkilometresfrom
Ludhiana when suddenly a
strong gust of cold winter wind
shook the bus. The driver
applied the brakes hard, making it stop with a screech. The
windshield in front of the
driver’s seat had come off the

me. The driver wrapped two
mufflersaroundhisfacebuthis
eyeswerestillexposed,making
it difficult for him to drive on.
Thespectaclesofferedbyanold
gentlemanweretoothicktosee
anything clearly.
The driver whispered something to the conductor, who
looked at me through the rear
view mirror; and I knew what
was coming. In one long stride,
the conductor was at my seat,
butwhat hesaidleftme baffled.
“Bhainji,tuhadiehainakumar
di hai?” I knew he meant
whether the glasses were numbered or not, but umar di! I was
just in my twenties! Anyway, I
shook my head in the negative.
Thenextmoment,myglasses
were perched on the driver’s
nose.Asheseemedpleasedwith
the result, everyone heaved a
sigh of relief. Suddenly, I
became the centre of attention,

letterstoeditor
INDIA NEEDS TO
STAY VIGILANT
n

PDP president and party candidate from Anantnag, Mehbooba
Mufti, after casting vote on Tuesday.
ANI PHOTO

In Mehbooba’s
bastion, booths
wear deserted look
Ashiq Hussain
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BIJBEHARA: The fate of PDP president Mehbooba Mufti hangs precariously in balance after a low
turnout of voters in her ancestral town Bijbehara on Tuesday.
Part of Anantnag Lok Sabha
seat, Bijbehara is among six
assembly segments of the constituency that went to polls in the
first of the three-phase voting.
The lowest voting percentage
on Tuesday was recorded in Bijbehara, which has been the birth
place of PDP founder and Mehbooba’sfatherMuftiMohammad
Sayeed. Tentative figures reveal
that only 2% of 93,516 electors
came out to vote.
“Yes, the turnout is low but I
am expecting a good result,”
Mehbooba said after casting her
vote.
“This is peoples’ decision.
They have supported me earlier
and I am hopeful of their support
today as well,” she said.

Kashmir Pandits
stage protest
JAMMU:As Anantnag parliamen-

tary constituency went for the
first phase of voting, displaced
Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) staged a
protest against the administration and the EC after their names
were allegedly missing from the
electoral roll at the special polling booth set up at Jagti in
Jammu district. They alleged
that their names were missing
from the voters list despite
timely submission of Form M
(migrant). They said nearly
50,000 Form M were filled up by
KP voters but names of only
18,000 figured in the list. HTC

“There is too much anger.
South Kashmir is under pressure from security forces. The
situation is very unstable,” said
a young businessman after casting his vote. Residents of Bijbehara attribute the poor voting to
separatists call for a poll boycott,
militants’ threat against participating in the process and people’s anger with Mehbooba’s
party for joining hands with the
BJP to form a coalition government in the state. “What else
have we seen other than oppression, particularly after the formation of thee PDP-BJP coalition government. We have seen
only deaths here. Majority want
freedom from Indian control
here. So there is no fun in voting,” said a banker, who wished
not to be named.
Political analysts said the
poor turnout would affect the
prospects of Mehbboba in the
constituency which also has
pockets of NC and Congress support.

The mass killing of innocent people in churches and elsewhere in
the Indian Ocean island is highly
condemnable. It seems to be a
handiwork of disgruntled terrorists who may have been earlier
associated with ISIS and fled
Syria after the American offensive. They are a desperate lot and
can go to any extent. The way the
explosions were carried out is an
indication of things to come in
the future. The next target may
be India, so our intelligence
agencies must be on their guard.
Arvinder Kaur, SAS Nagar

II
Apropos ‘A time of fear and
uncertainty’, the terror attack in
Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday has
sent a shockwaves across the
globe. This is a warning to the
entire world that terror outfits
have become active again. The
need is to act now and save the
world from such horrific attacks.
It is shocking that these bombings were successful despite
intelligence. The need is to
devise a foolproof plan and act
upon it in a stringent manner.
Mother earth is crying over the
loss of lives; let there be peace
and love.
Jaspreet Singh, Patiala

THE N-WORD RHETORIC
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi’s
statement that India’s nuclear
arsenal is not meant for Diwali is
most unfortunate. Such reckless
comment on the nuclear weap-

with my 15 minutes of fame.
People looked at me with gratitudeasifIwereaGod-sentangel
travelling in that Punjab Roadways bus, just for a change.
AswereachedLudhianabus
stand, everyone headed to look
for another bus. Thanking me
profusely, the conductor gave
me back my glasses, which I
slipped into my handbag and
hurried with voices of thank
youbetajiandshukriyabhainji
ringing in my ears.
Reachingmycollegehostel,I
narrated the story to my roommatewhohadagoodlaughover
it.AsItookouttheglassestoput
them in the case, the stick came
out in my hand! My glasses had
not only served their purpose
but also won me goodwill and
blessings of many.
n

njkaur1953@gmail.com

The writer is a Patiala-based retired
associate professor of English

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
ons doesn’t go well with the status of the office he holds. Such
rants are reserved for the likes of
Hafiz Syed who boast that Pakistan’s nuclear bombs are not
meant for Eid. Modi is a leader
and should stay away from such
poll-time rhetoric.
HS Chitkara, Ludhiana

WORST ELECTION
IN INDIA SO FAR
Apropos ‘No action, only notice:
Maya slams EC over Pragya
row’, Mayawati is right in raising a point against the Election
Commission for not taking
action against the political parties for violating the moral code
of conduct. Unfortunately, this
election is the worst of its kind,
touching the lowest ebb of allegations and counter-allegations,
bringing shame to the biggest
democracy of the world.
RM Ramaul, Paonta Sahib

EC IGNORING PM’S
POLL CODE VIOLATIONS
After the election commission
cracked the whip on Navjot
Singh Sidhu and other violators
of the model code of conduct,
faith in the poll panel’s credibility was restored to some extent.
But there’s also the question of
EC’s weakness when dealing
with alleged breaches of the code
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. EC not only ignored the
release of biopic on Modi and on
NAMOTV,butalsosomepartsof
Modi’s speeches which are
exhorting people to dedicate
their votes to the martyrs of Pul-

wama and IAF’s Balakot air
strikes, defying EC’s directive
against politicising the armed
forces.
LJ Singh

NUCLEAR WAR IS
THE END OF THE ROAD
Apropos ‘N-weapons must notbe
trivialised’, the nuclear-powered India and Pakistan may not
be so foolhardy to rush in where
angels fear to tread. Still their
threat to use N-weapons against
each other is very unfortunate.
Both the countries need to
understand that N-weapons are
not a play thing. They can snuff
out all life on our planet. In a Pyrrhic victory achieved by the use
of N-weapons, no country can be
the winner.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

ANTI-ART 370 RHETORIC
A BID TO GARNER VOTES
Come elections, political parties
begin harping on Article 370 that
grants special status to Jammu
and Kashmir. Some are demanding the abrogation of this constitutional provision. But they
ignore the Supreme Court’s verdict holding the Article irrevocable. That means the anti-Article
370 rhetoric is only an attempt to
garner votes. This is certainly
not the only issue confronting
the nation.
Dr Tejit Singh, Chandigarh

ENVIRONMENT NOT
ON THE MANIFESTO
The election season is in full
swing but it is surprising that

none of the political parties are
talking about environmental
issues. Pollution has become a
major scourge of modern life.
Yet, political parties’ manifestos
are either silent or have paid
scant attention to this issue. The
obvious reason is that environment doesn’t make for a vote
bank. It is high time that access
to clean water and air be made
fundamental rights of the citizens. Let the political parties
commit themselves to spell out
their agenda and action plan to
ensure that right.
Seema Sharma, Patiala

LET PEOPLE DECIDE
Barkha Dutt’s article ‘Pragya
Thakur is anti-national. So is the
BJP’s decision to field her’
amounts to contempt of the
Supreme Court. In her zeal to
please a certain section of society, Dutt has completely ignored
the inhuman treatment meted
out to Pragya Thakur during
police interrogation. It should be
left to the voters of Bhopal to
judge the sadhvi. After all, in a
democracy, the will of the people
is the last word.
AK Sharma, Chandigarh

DEMOCRACY LOST
AND FOUND
The comment page write-up has
rightly cautioned vulnerable
sections of the Indian electorate
against the real risks to our
democracy at the hands of
unscrupulous candidates who
lure voters using cash, caste or
kind. If the forces of fascism get

elected to form a government at
the centre, democracy will
crash. The sequence of events
that ushered the rise of dictatorship in pre-World War II Germany is being re-enacted. Unfortunately, much of the target
readership doesn’t understand
these nuances and therefore eats
the bait easily. The value of
democracy is realised after it has
been lost and it’s too late.
Mohan Singh, Amritsar

CJI SHOULD ACT
AS A LEADER
It is not fair to brand the sexual
harassment allegations against
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi as an
attack on the institution of judiciary. Justice Gogoi must act to
create a balance. He can continue working on other cases.
Meanwhile, an independent
inquiry must go on. The freedom
of an institution depends on the
decisions of its leader.
Jasmine Bhardwaj, Nabha

START TRAIN
FROM AMRITSAR
This refers to ‘Bharat Darshan
train to start from Jalandhar
railway station today’ (April 23).
The train will cover all important tourist destinations, including Rameswaram, Renigunta,
Madurai, Thiruvananthapuram, Kanyakumari and Tiruchirappalli. But instead of Jalandhar, this tourist train should
have been started from Amritsar
which is the most important
tourist hub of North India.
Naresh Johar, Amritsar

Cop killed,15 injured PM BEHAVING Cong puts up united face during
KIM JONG: Shandil’s nomination in Shimla
in Anantnag mishaps LIKE
ANAND SHARMA
Indo-Asian News Service
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR : A policeman was

killed and 15 others - 10 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
troopers and five members of
the poll staff - were injured in
two accidents on Tuesday in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Anantnag district.
Police said a bus carrying poll
staff met with an accident in
Zalangam village of Kokernag
area, resulting in death of

a policeman and injuries to
five others travelling in the
bus.
In another accident in Sagam
village of Kokernag area, a bus
carrying poll staff and
CRPF troopers overturned
resulting in injuries to 10 CRPF
troopers.
While police termed both
these as accidents, reports from
the area said that mobs of stone
pelters had attacked the vehicles, causing the drivers to lose
control on the wheel.

Gaurav Bisht

SHIMLA : Congress deputy leader

n

inRajyaSabhaAnandSharmaon
TuesdaylashedoutatPMNarendraModioverhisrecentremarks
on remarks on Indian nuclear
capability, saying he was behavinglikeNorthKoreanleaderKim
Jong-un. Sharma said Modi’s
speeches were indicative of desperationintheBJP.“PM’sboastful claims of being ready for a
nuclear missile attack on Pakistan and US intervention are
uncalled for and not in the interestofnationalsecurity,”Sharma
said.
“It will be a sad moment if you
are equated with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un for making
threatening remarks of nuclear
strike,” he added. Sharma said
Modi’s election speeches were
irresponsible. “No PM in the
world has ever talked about use
nuclearweapons.Itisveryunfortunatethatbygivingsuchastatement, Modi is trying to equate
himself with the North Koran
HTC
leader,” he said.

SHIMLA : Faction-ridden Congress on Tuesday put up a
united show during the filing of
nomination papers of party’s
candidate for the Shimla Lok
Sabha seat.
Congress legislator from
Solan and party’s candidate
from Shimla, Dhani Ram Shandil was joined by former chief
minister Virbhadra Singh,
octogenarian leader Vidya
Stokes and former Union minister and Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha) Anand Sharma
during the filing of papers at district collector’s office here.
However, unlike other occasion, there were no speeches
after the party candidate filed
his nomination papers as the
enthusiasm amongst workers
and other leaders present to
exhibit party’s show of strength
remained low.
All India Congress committee
(AICC) in-charge for Himachal,

assetswatch

gaurav.bisht@hindustantimes.com

DHANI RAM
SHANDIL
Congress
Assets in 2019 (including
spouse): ₹3.67 crore
n

Dhani Ram Shandil

Rajni Patil, AICC secretary Gurkirat Singh Kotli and state party
chief Kuldeep Singh Rathore
were among other leaders
present.
On the sidelines of nomination filing, former Union minister Anand Sharma said the
political environment was in
favour of Congress while predicting candidates victory in all
the four seats. Meanwhile,
Rathore harped upon party’s
unity. “All the leaders in Congress stand united. Not one or
two but all the leaders are campaigning for party candidates
across the state,” he said.

Assets in previous
elections: ₹1.7 crore
Movable (Total Value):
₹1.60 crore
Cash in Hand: ₹50,000
Jewellery: Gold rings 2.5
grams each value ₹ 30000
Bank Balance: ₹11.28
Vehicles: Honda City,
Innova Crysta
Immovable (total value):
₹2.07 crore
Total Liabilities:
₹41.11 lakhs
Wife’s Assets
NIL
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Cop among two
electrocuted to
death in Poonch
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU:Two persons, including a
policeman, were electrocuted to
death and six others were injured
after their houses were hit by a
high-voltage current due to a
snag in the electricity transformer in their village in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Poonch district,
police said. The deceased were
identified as Mohd Faiz , 40, a constable in Jammu and Kashmir
police and Mohd Shabir, 45.
The incident took place around
2 am at Chunga Charan village in
Mendhar area, when a transformer developed a technical
snag leading to a short circuit. As
per locals, the transmission wires
running though the lanes caught
fire, spreading panic among the
villagers. In an attempt to discon-

A TECHNICAL SNAG WAS
DEVELOPED IN THE
TRANSFORMER LEADING
TO SHORT CIRCUIT
nect the supply line, few locals
unfortunately came in contact
with live wires and were electrocuted. While Faiz and Shabir died
on the spot, six others suffered
minor burn injuries. Doctors
from sub-district hospital in Mendhar rushed to the spot and
treated the injured, out of which
one was shifted to the hospital for
further treatment.
Almost every house in the village was affected by the incident
which caused damage to appliances and electricity wires. The
transformer supplying power to
the village was also damaged.

Bareilly student
commits suicide in
Haryana hostel
KARNAL: A student of the National
Institute of Technology (NIT),
Kurukshetra allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself
from a ceiling fan in his hostel
room. The deceased, identified
as Subhankar Prasad, was a
third semester student of electrical engineering and resident of
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh.
University police station
in-charge Balwan Singh said the
student was alone when he took
the extreme step.
The reason behind the suicide
is yet to be ascertained. The family was informed and the body
was sent to Lok Nayak Jai Prakash Civil Hospital for postmortem. The NIT management
remains tight lipped over the
incident.
This is second such incident in
the NIT in less than six months.
A final year student of B. Tech
had committed suicide in
his hostel room in November
HTC
last year.

region
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J&K high court allows woman’s Terror funding: NIA
plea on resident status for sons quizzes Geelani’s son
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU:The Jammu and Kashmir

high court on Monday admitted a
petition filed by a woman, a permanent resident of the state but
divorced from her husband who
is from West Bengal, seeking permanent resident certificates
(PRCs) for her two sons, turning
the focus onto the contentious
Article 35-A of the Constitution
that has been challenged before
the Supreme Court .
The petitioner, Renu Nanda
(56), is a professor in the University of Jammu. Divorced in October 1998, she lives with her sons,
Madhav Kumar (30) and Keshav
Kumar (32), in Talab Tillo area of
Jammu city. In 2013, she had

applied for PRCs for her sons,
which were neither issued nor
declined by the administration.
After hearing Ankur Sharma,
the counsel for Nanda, justice
Dhiraj Singh Thakur issued notices to Jammu and Kashmir State
and the Jammu deputy commissioner directing them to file a
counter-affidavit in two weeks.
Nanda’s case is against the
gender discrimination inherent
in 35-A.If a woman from J&K
marries a man from another
state, her husband and children
will not get permanent resident
certificates. However, if a man
from J&K marries a woman from
some other state, even a foreign
country, she and her children
automatically become citizens of
the state and get all the privileges

defined under Article 35-A.
On Monday, Nanda’s counsel
submitted before the court that
she was serving in the University
of Jammu as professor and both
her parents were permanent residents under Section 6 of the Constitution of J&K. Denying PRCs to
her sons would be encroaching
upon their fundamental rights
guaranteed under Articles 14, 19
and 21 of the Constitution, he
argued. J&K law secretary Achal
Sethi said, “A full bench judgment had already cleared that
state-subject women will not lose
their citizenship rights even if
they married non state-subjects.
But this aspect of seeking PRCs
for her sons has to be studied. The
state government will study the
petition and take a stand.”

NEW DELHI: Nayeem Geelani, the

son of pro-Pakistan separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani,
appeared before the National
Investigation Agency for questioning in connection with a
case related to funding of terror
groups and separatist organisations in Jammu and Kashmir,
officials said here.
Nayeem Geelani, who had
been evading questioning by the
NIA for long, appeared on Monday and a detailed questioning
took place on Tuesday.
Geelani’s questioning comes
days after the NIA quizzed moderate Hurriyat Conference chief
Mirwaiz Umer Farooq in connection with the same case.
The NIA probe seeks to identify the chain of players behind

NAYEEM GEELANI
HAD BEEN EVADING
QUESTIONING FOR LONG
the financing of terrorist activities, stone pelting on security
forces, burning down of schools
and damaging of government
establishments.
The case names Hafiz Saeed,
the Pakistan-based chief of
Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD), the
front for the banned Lashker-eTaiba, as an accused. It also
names organisations such as
the Hurriyat Conference factions led by Syed Ali Shah Geelani and the Mirwaiz, the Hizbul
Mujahideen and the DukhtarPTI
an-e-Millat.

CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION : SPORTS DEPARTMENT
SPORTS COMPLEX, HOCKEY STADIUM, SECTOR-42, CHANDIGARH
PH.: 0172-2676009

PUBLIC NOTICE
Subject: Issuance of Sports Gradation Certificates- interview thereof.
The Sports Department is going to pursue the process of issuance of Sports Gradation Certificates. The gradation froms
shall be filled Online by the candidates at the website http://sportsdeptt.chd.gov.in. All the eligible sports persons of U.T.
Chandigarh must submit their applications online.
All candidates are requested to report in proper kit for the interview at Hockey Stadium, Sector-42, Chandigarh along with
original certificates no separate interview call shall be given. The schedule of gradation shall be under:
Date of Submission of Online
Date of interview/ Time
Remarks
Gradation Forms
24-04-2019 to 05-05-2019
13-05-2019 at 09.00 A.M.
Those who apply from 24-04-2019 to 05-05-2019 shall
attend the interview on 13th May, 2019 at 9.00 AM.
13-05-2019 to 22-05-2019
31-05-2019 at 09.00 A.M.
Those who apply from 13-05-2019 to 22-05-2019 shall
attend the interview on 31st May, 2019 at 9.00 AM.
31-05-2019 to 09-06-2019
14-06-2019 at 09.00 A.M.
Those who apply from 31-05-2019 to 09-06-2019 shall
attend the interview on 14th June, 2019 at 9.00 AM.
14-06-2019 to 23-06-2019
28-06-2019 at 09.00 A.M.
Those who apply from 14-06-2019 to 23-06-2019 shall
attend the interview on 28th June, 2019 at 9.00 AM.
Sd/Director Sports
Chandigarh Administration

PUBLIC NOTICES
I YADVINDER W/o Sh. Harvinder

EMPLOYMENT
TEACHERS REQUIRED for Akal
Academy Dakra Sahib, Near Raipur
Rani, Akal Academy Holi, Near M.M
University Mullana, Barara, for Akal
Academy Manoli Surat, Distt. Mohali
for Kindergarten, English, Social
Science, Science, Sports (PTI).
Fluency in English is must.
Eligibility: Graduation/ Post Graduation in required stream. Transport
facility available. B.Ed. is
compulsory. Salary: 15,000 to
20,000. Walk in interview: Test:
Sharp 10:30 am only: Gurudwara
Saheed Baba Deep Singh Ji, Ichaa
Poorak Dham, Near Village
Devinagar, G.T. Road, Ambala City
(98720-18459) on 27.04.2019.

COMPETENT TEACHERS
Required for Akal Academy Kamrani
for English, Social Science and
Science, (Transport & hostel facility
available) Fluency in English is must.
Eligibility : B.Ed. or Post Graduation
Salary : 10K-15K. Walk in Interview
(with photographs): Akal Academy
Kamrani, Distt. Hanumangarh on
27.04.2019 at 10.00 am-2pm, Email
id:- hr1@barusahib.org 8894075212.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, RADHA Krishan Narang S/o Des
Raj, Village Bodi Wala Pitha, Tehsil
and Distt. Fazilka, have changed my
name to Radha Krishan.

I, JAGJEET Singh Bachhal son of
Mohinder Singh Bachhal resident of
House No. 2658, Sector 67, S.A.S
Nagar, Mohali, Punjab have changed
the name of my minor daughter
from Arshjot Kaur to Arshjot Kaur
Bachhal.

UCLEAN SELECT No.1 Dry Cleaning

& Laundry Service -Required Counter
Salesman , Min 12th , Spoken English
& Excel Knowledge. M :9888880707

BUSINESS

Barket Masih R/O Shop No-13 Pahari
Market Nangal Teh. Nangal DisttRopar PB Has Changed My Name
Spellings Parvej Kumar.

I, MOHAMMAD Khan S/o Rehmat
Ul, Vill Sherwani Kot Tehsil
Malerkotla Sangrur, changed my
name to Mohammad Deen.

I, ATINDER Pal Singh Rai s/o
Lakhvir Singh Vill.Reona Bhola,
PO.Reona Ucha, TEH. & Distt.
Fatehgarh sahib, changed name
Atinder Pal Singh.
15345564A R/o Village Kheri
Damkan, Teh. Gohana, Distt.
Sonipat, State- Haryana, 131301, in
my service record my wife name has
been wrongly mentioned as
Sangeeta Singh but her actual and
correct name is Sangita Devi for all
purposes.

I, MANJOVAN Singh Vangian s/o
Jatinder Singh Vill.Bhaini Kalan, PO.
Rajindergarh, TEH. & Distt.
Fatehgarh sahib, changed name
Manjovan Singh .

I, MOHAMMAD Yashin S/o
INVITE GENUINE offers to buy
outright, a modern wood and metal
doors integrated manufacturing
facility based in Paonta Sahib (HP)
by a well established brand having
installed capacity of 84000 doors
PA. Interested buyers contact:
Ph. 9553267267
E mail: ganesh@anandam.in

I, BABU Khan S/o Yusaf Saraud
Chowk Berian Road Malerkotla
Sangrur, changed my name to
Babu.

I KAMLA Devi Sharma spouse of
Prem Chand Sharma resident of
Village Thehra PO Bari Teh. and
Distt. Hamirpur, HP have changed
my name from Kamala Devi Sharma
as Kamla Devi. All concerned may
please note.

I PARVEZ Kumar S/O Semual

I, SHAMSHER Singh, SPR Rank No.

AÀC & ÅA ÄC ÂÃÁ

Singh Jawandha R/o 4544, Darshan
Vihar, Sector 68, Mohali, Have
Changed My Name From Yadvinder
To Yadvinder Jawandha.

Mohammad Deen Vill Sherwani Kot
Tehsil Malerkotla, Sangrur, changed
my name to Mohammad Yaseen

I, JASVINDER Kaur Wife of Jagjeet
Singh Bachhal resident of House No.
2658, Sector 67, S.A.S Nagar,
Mohali, Punjab have changed my
name to Jasvinder Kaur Bachhal.

I NO 6396442X NK Kasula Ranga
Swamy of 603-ASC Bn(AM),C/o 56
APO Declare that my wife name
changed from V Nagamani to Kasula
Nagamani and same to be amended
in my service records.

I, AMARJIT Singh S/o Uttam Singh
H.No B4/719 W no 7 Krishna colony
Malerkotla Sangrur, changed my
name to Amarjeet Singh.

IN THE COURT OF
VIKRANT, CIVIL JUDGE
JUNIOR DIVISION-CUMJMIC, PANIPAT
NACT No. 892 of 2018
CNR No. HRPP03-003776-2018
Next Date:- 16.05.2019
M/S Jai Shree Radhey Textiles
Versus
Deepak Kumar
In above titled case, the
accused Deepak Kumar R/o
Proprietor of M/s Gunjan Poly Pack
Industries C-73-A Vandana Vihar
Nangloi Delhi 110041 Could not be
served. It is ordered that accused
should appear in person or through
counsel on 16-05-2019 at 10.00
A.M.
For details logon to https://high
courtchd.gov.in/?trs=district_
notice&district =panipat
Sd/Civil Judge
Junior Division-Cum-JMIC
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election2019
201
OverhalfofIndiahasmadeitschoice
PHASE 3 With polling done for the biggest phase, in which 117 seats across 15 states and UTs were up for grabs, fate of 303 of the 543 LS constituencies has been sealed
WEST BENGAL

KERALA

GUJARAT
26 seats, 371 candidates, 43 million voters

20 seats, 227 candidates, 26.1 million voters

5 seats, 61 candidates, 8 million voters

Turnout crosses 2014 figure, A break from bipolar contests? One dead as violent
clashes rock state
BJP looks to sweep stronghold
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

HT Correspondent
n

INCIDENTS

letters@hindustantimes.com

Two persons were arrested for
allegedly threatening voters
in the Ambedkarnagar area of
Junagadh. “Based on the
complaint of local Congress
leaders, police arrested the
two,” said Junagadh collector
Sourabh Pardhi. Congress and
BJP workers were engaged in
a brawl in Dahod, said police.

AHMEDABAD:All 26 seats in Prime

MinisterNarendraModi’s home
state Gujarat voted in the third
phase of the Lok Sabha elections
on Tuesday, sealing the fates of
high-profile candidates such as
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
presidentAmitShah,whoiscontesting from Gandhinagar.
The western state recorded a
polling percentage of 63.68,
according to data available till
10pm. In 2014, the figure stood at
63.66%. The turnout was second
highest in the state’s polling history,whichrecordedthehighestever figure of 63.77% in 1967.
Political bigwigs, including
PM Modi, BJP chief Shah, party
veteran LK Advani, Union

finance minister Arun Jaitley,
Congress leader Ahmed Patel
andGujaratchief ministerVijay
Rupani,amongothers,exercised
their franchise in the state.
In south and north Gujarat’s
ruralandtribalbelts,theturnout
wasimpressive.Therural beltof
Saurashtrasawacomparatively

CHHATTISGARH + ODISHA
13 seats, 187 candidates, 21.9 million voters;
42 assembly seats in Odisha

lower turnout — of around 55%.
The BJPwon all Gujarat seats
inthe2014LokSabhaelections.In
the 2017 assembly polls, the Congress won 32 out of Saurashtra
region’s 56 seats. But it failed to
end the BJP rule. The region,
whichsendssevenlawmakersto
Parliament,iskeenlywatchedin
this summer’sgeneral elections.
On Tuesday, barring a few
incidents, the polling remained
largely peaceful, officials said.
According to Gujarat’s additional chief electoral officer
Ashok Manek, some electronic
voting machines were replaced
after they experienced technical
problems during polling.
Bypolls to four assembly segments — Manavadar, Dhrangadhra,UnjhaandJamnagarrural
— too were held on Tuesday.

After
weeks of campaigning by politicalheavyweights,Kerala’s20Lok
Sabha seats saw a turnout of
71.96% in the third phase of polling. Itremainstobeseenwhether
theBJP’sattemptstoconsolidate
the Hindu votes, by raising the
spectre of a tradition under
attack in Sabarimala, will gain
groundinastatethathasusually
witnessed a bipolar contest
betweentheCongress-ledUnited
Democratic Front and the
CPI(M)-led Left Democratic
Front.
Inclement weather, reports of
glitches in Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs), and a reptile
scare were some of the incidents
that marked voting day. At least
11 persons died while waiting to
cast their votes in different parts
of the state.

HT Correspondent
n

n

Women cast their votes in Kannur in Kerala on Tuesday.

INCIDENTS
Eleven people died in the
state, all of natural causes,
said Election Commission.

In Thiruvananthapuram, a
casewasregisteredagainstaperson who complained malfunctioningoftheEVMasafterascrutiny his complaint was found to
be false.

HT PHOTO

“Due to heavy rains in many
areas moisture affected some
EVMs and they were replaced
immediately,” said Chief Electoral Officer Tikaram Meena.
Besides Congress president
Rahul Gandhi — who stood for
elections from a second seat in
Wayanad — some of the main
candidates in the fray were
Shashi Tharoor, union minister
KJAlphons andBJPleaderKummanam Rajashekharan.

EXERCISING THEIR FRANCHISE

Cong looks to retain
2018 win momentum

cal clashes and several others
were injured as violence lashed
West Bengal, where five seats in
the northern part of the state
went to the polls on Tuesday and
turnout stood at 79.77%.
TiyarulKalam,55,succumbed
to his injuries after clashes
betweenTrinamoolCongressand
Congressworkersoutsidepolling
booth number 188 of Bhagwangola assembly segment in the
Murshidabad parliamentary
constituency.Votersatthebooth
saidTMC andCongressworkers
attackedeachotherwithbamboo
sticks and sickles. A TMC panchayat member and some Congressworkerswereinjuredinthe
incident.
BeforepollingopenedonTuesday, Tojammel Ansari, the
spouse of a TMC councillor of
Domkal municipality in Murshidabad was hit with sticks on
theheadbyanunidentifiedgroup
ofpeople.Hewasrushedtoahospitalandremainsinacriticalcondition. A few minutes later, the
Congress agentinbooth number
143 in Jalangi in Murshidabad
allegedthathewasbeatenup,his

letters@hindustantimes.com

INCIDENTS

MLA Pratima Chandrakar of
Congress, who hails from the
Kurmicommunity,whichisclassified as an Other Backward
Castecategory.Pittedagainsther
is another Kurmi leader Vijay
BaghelwhoistheBharatiyaJanata Party candidate. JanjgirChampa witnessed a triangular
fight among Ravi Bhardwaj of
Congress,GuharamAjgaleofthe
BJP,andDauramRatnakarofthe
Bahujan Samaj Party.
InOdisha,votingforsixparliamentaryand42assemblyconstituencies ended with 61.51% voter
turnout. InDhenkanaldistrict,a
pollingofficialdiedinsideabooth
afterhesufferedaheartattackin
Parjang while voting was in
progress.Hisbodywillbehanded
over to his family members after
post-mortem,officialssaid.EVM
glitches were reported from two
booths inBadambaandDeogarh
assembly constituencies followingwhichpollingwasadjourned.
TheElectionCommission has
ordered fresh polling on April 25
in nine booths where voting was
disrupted during the second
phase of polling on April 18.

GOA

MAHARASHTRA

BIHAR

KARNATAKA

2 seats, 12 candidates,
11.35 mn voters, 3 bypolls

14 seats, 279 candidates, 25.7 million voters

5 seats, 82 candidates,
8.9 million voters

14 seats, 282 candidates, 24.3 million voters

INCIDENTS
All EVMs at a polling station in
Cuncolim assembly constituency in South Goa were
replaced after malfunction
reports, Goa Chief Electoral
Officer said.

n
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MUMBAI:Over59%oftheelectorate
turned out to cast their votes in
thethirdphaseofthe17thgeneral
elections in Maharashtra on
Tuesday in which 14 Lok Sabha
seats were up for grabs in three
regions — Konkan, and the centralandwesternpartsofthestate.
Among the 279 candidates in
the fray were some big names
including Union minister Anant
Geete, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) MP Supriya Sule,
formerstateNCPchiefSunilTatkare and state Bharatiya Janata
Party chief Raosaheb Danve.
Polling was held peacefully
with no violence reported. Complaints of malfunctioning electronic voting machines (EVMs)
came in from a few places in
Aurangabad and Kolhapur,
whichcausedtemporarydisruption of voting until the faulty
machines were replaced.
InAurangabad,districtcollector Uday Chaudhari ordered a
case to be filed against unknown
personsforuploadingavideoofa
person was casting his vote, on
the TikTok app.
Sule, daughter of NCP chief

letters@hindustantimes.com

AGRA/BAREILLY: Despite the mer-

n

HT Correspondent

PANAJI: Malfunctioning Elec-

tronic Voting Machines (EVMs)
caused an uproar as Goa went to
polls for two Lok Sabha seats and
three assembly constituencies
(bypolls) on Tuesday. The state
recorded a 73.88 turnout. The
state by-elections will decide the
fate of the ruling BJP, which
holds 14 seats in the 40-member
assembly, with support of six
other legislators.
In south Goa’s Cuncolim
assembly constituency, the EVM
was found to be adding votes to
the BJP’s tally during a mock
poll held before actual voting
began, the Aam Aadmi Party’s
South Goa candidate Elvis
Gomes alleged.
District Electoral Officer Ajit
Roy, ordered the replacement of
the entire set of EVMs.
HTC

HT Correspondent

Farmers, caste may
play decider in Maha
n

clothes were torn and he was
turned out allegedly by TMC
workers.Localreportsalsosaida
reservepollingofficerwasfound
dead in Dakshin Dinajpur.
Crude bombs were hurled by
unidentified miscreants outside
polling stationsat Tiktikiparain
Domkal, Murshidadbad, and
Kaliachawk in Malda South. In
DakshinDinajpurdistrict,aBJP
leader was injured when he was
attacked with a sharp weapon
while the party’s Balurghat candidate Sukanta Majumdar was
allegedly threatened.
Thefiveseatsarewitnessinga
four-cornered fight between the
TMC, the Congress, the Left and
the BJP. The ruling TMC’s pitch
istostrengthenthehandsofchief
minister Mamata Banerjee. The
BJP has appealed for rejecting
thepoliticsofappeasementallegedlypractisedbyTMC,Congress
and Left.

EVM problems mar
polling in SP fortress

turneduptocasttheirvotein the
remainingsevenLokSabhaseats
of the total 11 in the state, in the
thirdphaseofthegeneralelection
on Tuesday.
Voting in Raipur, Durg, Bilaspur, Korba, Janjgir-Champa
(reserved seat in the Scheduled
Castecategory),SurgujaandRaigarh (both seats reserved in the
ScheduledTribescategory) took
place amid tight security.
In Raigarh district, a 46-yearold woman collapsed and died
while she was waiting in a queue
to vote on Tuesday. “…Anjela
Toppowaswaitingforherturnto
voteatpolling boothnumber 3in
policelineareaatRaigarhdistrict
headquarters when she collapsed,’’ Raigarh’s additional
policesuperintendent,Abhishek
Verma, said.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ishopingtoretainitsdominance in the state, where it has
won 10 out of the 11 seats since
2004.In2014,itwonsixoftheseats
thatwenttothepollsonTuesday.
The Congress hopes to repeat
its performance in the state
assemblyelectionsheldlastyear
when it wrested power from the
BJP by winning 68 out of the 90
assembly seats.
Some of the important candidates in the fray include former

Crucial bypolls will
decide fate of
state government

A man, standing in the queue
to cast his vote, was killed
during clashes between the
Congress and TMC workers in
Murshidabad.

10 seats, 120 candidates, 17.8 million voters

An IED blast near Bandarchua
area at Jharkhand-Chhattisgarh border, the police said.
No casualty was reported.

RAIPUR: Close to 68.41%voters

INCIDENTS

UTTAR PRADESH

HT Correspondent
n
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KOLKATA:Onepersondiedinpoliti-

Kharge poll bid, Modi

2 die as moderate appeal are key issues
polling recorded in
5 Bihar LS seats
INCIDENTS

An alleged aide of underworld
don Chhota Rajan and 13
others were asked to leave
the Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg Lok
Sabha constituency in coastal
Maharashtra as they were not
local residents.

Sharad Pawar, is defending her
hometurf—Baramati,knownas
the seat of the Pawar family. She
is facing a tough challenge from
Kanchan Kul of the BJP. Kul is
the wife of Rahul Kul, the Rashtriya Samaj Paksha MLA from
Daund assembly constituency.
The Madha seat too is a prestige
fight for the NCP chief.
With the conclusion of the
third phase, voters from 31 of the
48 LokSabhaseatsin Maharashtra have exercised their vote. So
far, polling has been held in 17
seatsinthefirsttwophasesofthe
LokSabhaelections.Theremaining 17 seats will go to polls on
April 29.
Experts expect mixed results
in the state, where the BJP and
Shiv Sena won 40 out of the 48
seats in 2014.

INCIDENTS
BJP workers allegedly beat up
the presiding officer at a
booth in Moradabad over
allegations that he pressurised voters to press the
button of the Samajwadi
Party, whose symbol is the
cycle

that he had asked voters to press
the symbol of SP. Similar allegations were levelled against a presiding officer in Etah, leading to
his removal.
According to Chief Electoral
Officer L Venkateshwarlu, technical problems were detected in
three percent of the EVMs/
VVPATs and the machines were
changed immediately. The EC
issued notices to 11 candidates
for appealing for votes on social
media during the 48-hour
restriction before polling.
“The highest percentage of
fault (5%) was found in Firozabad,” the CEO said adding that in
all the 10 Lok Sabha seats, 412
EVMs and 373 VVPATs were
changed during mock poll, while
284 EVMs and 458 VVPATs were
changed during voting. “Polling
was held at 20,120 polling
booths,” he said.
Voters of Muniya Kheda village in Firozabad boycotted the
polls stating that no development had taken place there.

HT Correspondent
n

INCIDENTS

Clockwise from top: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, BJP
president Amit Shah, Union
minister Arun Jaitley, BJP
leader LK Advani, Odisha
chief minister Naveen
Patnaik, Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor and former
J&K chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti after
casting their votes during
the third phase of the Lok
Sabha elections on
Tuesday.
REUTERS/PTI/ANI

cury soaring, voters in 10 constituencies of Uttar Pradesh voted in
the third phase of the general
elections on Tuesday. The voter
turnout was 61.4%.
Prominent leaders in the fray
in UP’s Rohilkhand region — in
which seven seats that polled on
April 23 fall — included members of Samajwadi Party
supremo Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s family, besides senior
SP leader Azam Khan, and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidates, Jaya Prada, Varun Gandhi and Santosh Gangwar.
MulayamSinghYadav sought
re-election from Mainpuri, in
what he called his last election,
while nephews Dharmendra and
Akshay contested from Badaun
and Firozabad, respectively.
Mulayam’s brother, Shivpal
Yadav, who floated his own political party after nephew, Akhilesh Yadav, took over the reins
of SP, stood against Akhshay.
The SP is in alliance with the
Bahujan Samaj Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal in UP.
Reports of malfunctioning
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) marked polling in the
state, which contributes 80 seats
to the Lok Sabha. In Bilari,
Moradabad, BJP workers allegedly beat up a presiding officer at
a booth. The workers alleged

PATNA:One person was killed and

BENGALURU:The turnout in the 14

another injured when lightning
struck close to a polling booth in
Arariainthethirdphaseofvoting
thatcoveredfiveLokSabhaseats
in Bihar on Tuesday.
An average turnout of 59.97%
was recorded in Jhanjharpur,
Araria, Khagaria, Supaul and
Madhepura.
Some people, including three
women, were injured when the
policeusedmildforcetodisperse
a mob that had gathered near
boothnumbers152,153and154of
NarpatganjconstituencyinAraria. “Therewasonlyoneincident
of temporary disruption in polls
atbooth number12,”saidAraria
DM Baidyanath Yadav.
Malfunctioning of electronic
voting machines was reported
fromalmostallfivedistricts. HTC

Lok Sabha constituencies in
northern Karnataka that voted
on Tuesday was 67.64%.
Amongkeycontestantsinthis
phase, which wraps up the general elections in Karnataka that
sends 28 MPs to the Lok Sabha,
wasCongressstalwart,Mallikarjun Kharge. He is targeting his
12th consecutive victory from
Gulbarga, having never lost the
seat since 1972. He was pitted
against Congress rebel, Umesh
Jadhav.
Also in the fray were Union
minister,RameshJigjinagi,from
Bijapur (SC) constituency, and
Ananth Kumar Hegde,who took
onAnandAsnotikaroftheJanata
Dal (Secular) from Uttara Kannada. State Congress working
president,EshwarKhandre,took
on Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Bhagwant Khuba from Bidar.
TherulingCongress-JD(S)coalitionwoninsixoftheeightassembly segments in Bidar.
Some glitches in Electronic
VotingMachineswere reported,
especially in Chittapur in Gulbarga constituency where,
according to state social welfare

INCIDENTS
In Araria, voting was stopped
at three polling booths as
police used canes to disperse
a mob, injuring four women
voters.

ASSAM + TRIPURA

letters@hindustantimes.com

A scuffle broke out between
Congress and BJP workers in
Bagalkot of Karnataka.

minister, Priyank Kharge, 20
EVMs were replaced. However,
reportsofdelayedvotingatmany
polling stations in the initial
hours were reported.
ThepopularityofPrimeMinister Narendra Modi remained a
key factor this election.
In 2014, the BJP had won 10 of
the 14 seats that voted on Tuesday,witheightMPswinningconsecutive terms. These MPs
focusedtheircampaignsonModi,
hopingtoovercomeanypossible
anti-incumbency.
TheCongresshighlightedthat
the BJP picked only dominant
caste candidates, except in the
fourreservedseats.Ofthe10BJP
candidates in the region, eight
were from the Lingayat sect and
two Brahmins.
This was highlighted by
former chief minister and Congress leader Siddaramaiah, who
triedtoconsolidatethe AHINDA
grouping.

5 seats, 64 candidates, 8.6 million voters

NRC, citizenship bill
row key voter issues
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Guwahati:LokSabhapollsconcluded on Tuesday as the
remaining four of the state’s 14
seats went to polls in the third
phase of general elections amid
reports of electronic voting
machine (EVM) glitches. The
voter turnout was 80.73%.
Admitting a few incidents of
EVMmalfunction,Assam’schief
electoral officer M C Sahu said,
“They were readily replaced.”
The National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks
to make it easier for non-Muslims from Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Afghanistan to get Indian
nationality, dominated the campaigning in the state.

INCIDENTS
Former Assam director
general of police Harekrishna
Deka alleged that the VVPAT
slip he received after casting
his vote carried the name of a
candidate different from the
one he had voted for.

Bharatiya Janata Party allies
Asom Gana Parishad and the
Bodoland People’s Front contested from Barpeta and Kokrajhar. Badruddin Ajmal’s All India
United Democratic Front will be
hoping to retain its influence in
Dhubri and Barpeta.
In Tripura, polling was held in
one of the state’s two seats, with
ten candidates in the fray. Voter
turnout was 79.89%.
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election2019
‘NothinglikeHinduterror,Pragya’s
candidatureareplytosuchinsults’
HTINTERVIEW
n

nationalism. Why?

letters@hindustantimes,com

D

efending his party’s
decision to field Malegaon blast accused
Pragya Singh Thakur
in Bhopal, Maharashtra chiefministerDevendraFadnavissaidthemoveisariposteto
those who insulted Hindus by
coining the term Hindu terror.
However, he added that Thakur
should not have made the
remarksagainstformerMaharasthra anti-terrorist squad chief
HemantKarkare,wholaiddown
hislifeforthecountryinthe26/11
attacks on Mumbai. Thakur said
she had cursed Karkare for illtreatingherduringherincarceration.Fadnavis also insisted that
there is a silent wave in favour of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and that the Bharatiya Janata
Party-Shiv Sena alliance in the
state would win more than 40 of
the 48 Lok Sabha seats in Maharashtra. Edited excerpts:

There is no visible wave in the
state that we saw in 2014. Don’t
you think that will affect the
BJP-Shiv Sena performance
in Maharashtra?
This time the wave is in rural
areas. In 2014, we saw a massive
waveinthemiddleclasses.There
was euphoria which you could
feel. That section is already with
us. This time the wave is more in
the lower strata of the society
whichisnotvocal.Itisnotpartof
anyexitoropinionpolls.Assuch,
we can sensea silent wave.Aska
farm labourer or any other commonman,theywillsaytheywant
Modi. It’s all about Modi. At several places people vote for him
and do not look at the candidate.

How many seats will the BJPSena win in Maharashtra?
Both phases went well for us. We
should be able to retain our 2014
tally (NDA won 42 of 48 seats in
the state). The political situation
is so favourablethatwe caneven
get more than 42.

In 2014 your plank was development. Five years later, you are
talking less about development or
performance of the government
and more about issues such as

Our narrative is about both. In
hisMonday’srallyinMaharashtra,PMModispokefor20minutes
of which five minutes were on
nationalism and remaining on
development . Talking about
nationalism is inevitable. First,
there is a sense of nationalism
among people. Second, the Congress manifesto talks about
reducing the army in Kashmir,
scrappingseditionlawsortaking
away special powers given to
armedforces. Insuchascenario,
the nationalism issue will obviously be there. And why not?
Which country’s national election doesn’t have nationalism as
an issue?

Malegaon blast accused
Pragya Singh Thakur has been
fielded by your party. Why?
We are relying on investigation
by National Investigation
Agency (NIA). Their investigation says there is no evidence
against her. That this is all made
up.Onthatbasis,thepartytooka
decision to give her a ticket.
There is another aspect of it.
Around 2007-08, terrorist activities were at a peak in the state.
People were being arrested in
large numbers. Minority, especially Muslims community, was
complainingaboutactionagainst
themandtheyweregoingagainst
Congress-NCP(NationalistCongress Party).
As such, a counter-narrative
was prepared and Hindu terror
narrative was created. One realizes this after going through the
outcome of NIA investigation. If
youaretryingtoinsultHindusby
coining terms like Hindu terror
thenthisareplytothesame.You
troubledher(Thakur)soshewill
only give you reply. There is
nothing like Hindu terrorism.
Absolutely not.

The remarks made by her on slain
police officer Hemant Karkare
have put your party in trouble...
She shouldn’t have made such
remarks. Hemant Karkare was
oneofthefinestofficers,washonest and laid down his life for the
country. She may have had a different experience and may have
suffered (at his hands), but it is
not right to speak like this about

someone who has sacrificed his
life for the country.But even seasonedleadersmakeirresponsible
comments. I would advise her to
observerestraintwhilespeaking.

On one hand you talk about
nationalism and you field a terror
case accused...
RegardingtheUnlawfulActivities
(Prevention)Actchargesagainst
Sadhvi, the prosecution says it
doesn’t have evidence. She is out
onbailastheprosecutiondoesn’t
want to press charges. By the
same logic, even Congress president Rahul Gandhi is out on bail.
Hehasnotbeengivenacleanchit.

It looks like the BJP is targetting
NCP chief Sharad Pawar.
Do you see NCP as your main
opponent in the state?
Pawarhimself announced he set
uptheMahagathbandhan(grand
alliance). He will face the attack.
In Maharashtra, the Congress is
theBteamofNCP.Congressleaders are clueless here. Pawar is
even deciding their seats. Congress’ leader is Rahul Gandhi,
NCP’s Pawar.
In Maharashtra people identity with Pawar more, so we are

criticizinghim.Infact,wearetargetingboth.WehaveCongressas
the opponent in more seats and
the Sena is fighting more seats
againstthe NCP.TheNCP’shighest score so far is nine when they
were at their peak in 2004. Now
thingshavechanged.Theirseats
will reduce.

How is the synergy with
your ally working out?
There was pressure from voters
on us to forge the alliance. There
was no problem at our level but
we were worried about our
ground-level workers coming
together after four-and-a-half
years. It has worked out.

There are reports that some
Sena candidates are battling
anti-incumbency. Do you think
forging ties with the Sena was the
right call?
It was the right call. The incumbency of the candidate will not
matterbecauseoftheModifactor.

I have a good personal equation

CHANDIGARH
HOUSING BOARD
A CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION UNDERTAKING
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
Ph. 0172 - 4601826

PUBLIC NOTICE

8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
Ph: 0172 - 4601826

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate
Officer, UT Chandigarh.
Subject: Mutation/Transfer of ownership right in respect of
Dwelling Unit No. 3256 of LIG Category in Sector 47-D
Chandigarh on the basis of Transfer Deed in the name of
Smt. Meenakshi Sharma D/o Shyam Lal Gaur W/o Sh. Dinesh
Sharma from the name of allottee/transferee Smt. Mohini Devi
Gaur W/o Sh. Shyam Lal Gaur.
(MOTHER TO DAUGHTER)
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all
concerned the Dwelling Unit No. 3256 of LIG Category in Sector
47-D Chandigarh stands in the name of Smt. Mohini Devi Gaur
W/o Sh. Shyam Lal Gaur. Now, Smt. Meenakshi Sharma D/o
Shyam Lal Gaur W/o Sh. Dinesh Sharma who has applied for
Transfer of ownership right in respect of said Dwelling Unit on the
basis of Transfer Deed in her name which was Executed and
registered in office of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 1-9-2011.
If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said
property in favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the
objection in writing to the undersigned within 15 days of the
publication of this notice, failing which, the ownership of the said
dwelling unit shall be transferred in favour of above said
claimant(s).
SECRETARY,
CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD,
CHANDIGARH

CHANDIGARH
HOUSING BOARD
A CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION UNDERTAKING
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
Ph: 0172 - 4601826

PUBLIC NOTICE
Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate
Officer, UT Chandigarh.
Subject: Mutation/Transfer of ownership right in respect of
Dwelling Unit No. 2823 of MIG(Ind) Category in Sector 40-C
Chandigarh on the basis of Sale Deed in the names of
Sh. Ashwani Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Babu Ram Bhardwaj from the
name of allottee/transferee Sh. Vijay Kapoor S/o Sh. J. S. Kapoor.
It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all
concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 2823 of MIG(Ind) Category
in Sector 40-C Chandigarh stands in the name of
allottee/transferee Sh. Vijay Kapoor S/o Sh. J. S. Kapoor. Now, Sh.
Vijay Kapoor S/o Sh. J. S. Kapoor has sold the above said dwelling
unit to Sh. Ashwani Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Babu Ram Bhardwaj vide
Sale Deed Executed and registered in office of Sub-Registrar
Chandigarh on 26-3-2019. Sh. Ashwani Bhardwaj S/o Sh. Babu
Ram Bhardwaj has requested this office for transfer the above said
dwelling unit in his name on the basis on sale deed.
If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the said
property in favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the
objection in writing to the undersigned within 15 days of the
publication of this notice, failing which, the ownership of the said
dwelling unit shall be transferred in favour of above said
claimant(s).
SECRETARY,
CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD,
CHANDIGARH

with Uddhavji. We understand
political reality. There were differences of opinion but how long
can it be stretched? Both sides
know what happened after we
snapped ties in 2014. We have
learnt our lessons.

Are you willing to take up a
responsibility at the Centre if the
BJP returns to power?
Idon’tthinkIwillbecalledtotake
up any responsibility at the Centre.IfIamaskedtodoso,itwillbe
apleasuretoworkwithMrModi.

What is your reaction to industrialist Mukesh Ambani endorsing
Mumbai Congress chief Milind
Deora’s candidature?
Any person can endorse a candidate.Thatdoesn’tmeanheissupportinganyparty.Inthelastelection too, he had given his vote to
Deora, but the Shiv Sena won in
that constituency. This time too,
the Sena will win.

You were the only person in the
BJP who could convince Uddhav
Thackeray to join the National
Democratic Alliance...

CHANDIGARH
HOUSING BOARD
A CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION UNDERTAKING
PUBLIC NOTICE
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n

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: A voter ID is much

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS, Maharashtra CM
Shailesh Gaikwad

VOTER ID MORE
POWERFUL
THAN IED: MODI

Subject: Mutation/Transfer of the share of Co-allottee of D.U.No. 144-1
of Category III in Sector 55 Chandigarh in the names of 1. Smt.
Jasvinder Kaur Jassal W/o Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal (having 50%
Share) 2. Sh. Ravneet Singh S/o Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal 3. Ms.
Trisha D/o Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal on the intestate Demise of Coallottee Sh. Labh Singh Jassal S/o Late Sh. Hakam Singh Jassal
(having 50% Share).
It is hereby notified for the information of the General Public and all
concerned that the Dwelling Unit No. 144-1 of Category III in Sector 55
Chandigarh stands in the names of Sh. Labh Singh Jassal S/o Late Sh.
Hakam Singh Jassal and Smt. Jasvinder Kaur W/o Late Sh. Labh
Singh Jassal. The Co-allottee Sh. Labh Singh Jassal S/o Late Sh.
Hakam Singh Jassal (having 50% Share) of Dwelling Unit No. 144-1 of
Category III in Sector 55 Chandigarh expired on 7-6-2014 at
Chandigarh as informed by his legal heirs. Now, 1. Smt. Jasvinder
Kaur Jassal W/o Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal (having 50% Share) 2.
Sh. Ravneet Singh S/o Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal 3. Ms. Trisha D/o
Late Sh. Labh Singh Jassal have requested for transfer of ownership
of share of Sh. Labh Singh Jassal in respect of above said Dwelling
Unit in their names on the basis of intestate demise of Sh. Labh Singh
Jassal. They have further stated that no other legal heir has been left
out and they are the only legal heirs of deceased owner of the above
said Dwelling Unit.
In case anybody has any objection regarding the claim/right/
interest in the dwelling unit which is proposed to be transferred by the
Chandigarh Housing Board in favour of 1. Smt. Jasvinder Kaur Jassal
(having 50% Share) (Wife) 2. Sh. Ravneet Singh (Son) 3. Ms. Trisha
(Daughter), he/she may submit the objection in writing to the
undersigned within 30 days of the publication of this notice, failing
which the registration and allotment of the said dwelling unit shall be
transferred in favour of the above said claimant's.

more powerful that an IED
(improvised explosive device),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday after casting
his vote in his home state of Gujarat.
Modi met his mother, Hiraba,
at his brother Pankaj Modi’s
residence at Raisan village, and
then rode in an open jeep past
hundreds of onlookers to cast
his vote shortly after 8am.
Modi, who is a parliamentarian from Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi, spent around 20 minutes
with his mother, who gave
him a shawl, sweets and a coconut, and her blessings for his
victory in the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls.
“IED is a weapon of terrorism, and voter ID is a weapon of
democracy,” he told reporters
after voting, referring to voter
identification cards.
Modi, who is seeking a second
term in office, appealed to citizens to come out in large numbers to vote in all the remaining
phases of the Lok Sabha polls.
Ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) chief Amit Shah, who is
contesting the Lok Sabha election from Gandhinagar seat,
which covers Ahmedabad city,
welcomed him outside the polling booth set up at a school in
Ranip area. After casting his
vote, Modi walked some distance from the polling booth and
interacted briefly with journalists. He welcomed the participation of young voters who are
exercising their franchise for
the first time in the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls, and conveyed his
best wishes to them.
“This entire century belongs
to those who are voting for the
first time.
They have to vote for the
bright future of this century.
Therefore, I would especially
urge the new voters to commit to
100% voting,” he said.

nation
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SC notice to Rahul
for Rafale remark
in contempt case
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The Supreme Court on
Tuesday issued notice to Congress president Rahul Gandhi,
asking him to respond why contempt proceedings should not be
initiated against him for attributing remarks to the top court in
the Rafale case.
The notice was issued after
Rahul Gandhi’s lawyer
Abhishek Manu Singhvi urged
the judges to close the contempt
case against him and argued that
the court had “not issued notice”
to his client but only sought an
explanation. On Monday, Gandhi apologised for ascribing
comments to the court and said
this happened in the “heat of
campaigning.”
After the court ruled on April
10 that the Rafale review petition
could use leaked defence ministry documents that the government had urged it to not consider, Gandhi remarked that the
court had said “Chowkidar chor
hai “(the watchman is a thief).
Gandhi and the Congress have
used the slogan to target Prime
Minister Narendra Modi who, in
the run-up to the 2014 election,
described himself as a chowki-

n

Rahul Gandhi

dar who would not allow any
wrongdoing under his watch.
Generally in a contempt case,
when the alleged contemnor is
asked to respond to the allegations, he/she is required to be
present in the court when the
case is heard, but in this case, a
bench of Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi, justice Deepak
Guptaand justiceSanjivKhanna
dispensed with the need for the
personal appearance of Gandhi.
The court, in its order, said
“personal presence of the alleged
contemnor is dispensed with, for
the present.” The court has also
tagged the matter along with the
main review petition and the
contempt petition will now be
heard on April 30.

Poll 2019 half done
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“You press any button, the
vote goes to the BJP,” he said.
Hitting back at Samajwadi
party chief Akhilesh Yadav, BJP
president Amit Shah said the
alliance leader was foreseeing
defeat and was levelling allegations against the EVM as a
result.
At a news briefing in the evening, deputy election commissioner Sudeep Jain said: “Out of
total 2,81,436 ballot units

deployed, 1,593 had to be
replaced, while out of 2,11,158
control units, only 1,225 had to be
replaced.” Some of India’s tallest
leaders — including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, former PM
Manmohan Singh, BJP president Amit Shah, Union finance
minister Arun Jaitley, and
Pawar — voted in the third
phase, in which a provisional
65.97% voters turned out,
according to data released at
10pm.

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF
ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS OF
TWO (02) DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE
YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that eTENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor licenses of liquor
vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned below,
are invited for the year 2019-2020. The reserve prices of these zones
shall be reduced in the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case
reserve price of the Zone is less than Rs. 5.00 crore and in the slab of
3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the Zone is
more than Rs.5.00 crore.
Sr. Name of
Zone Code
No Distt.
1 Faridabad ZFBD08 ZFBD16 ZFBD22 ZFBD33 ZFBD35 ZFBD40 ZFBD
44
ZFBD45
2 Gurugram ZGRW16
(West)

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders
for un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
1

Starting date and time for placing
e-tenders.
Closing Date and time for placing
e-tenders.
Evaluation of e-tenders.

2
3

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

SECRETARY,
CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD,
CHANDIGARH

th

From 25 April, 2019
(09:00 A.M.)
Till 25th April, 2019
(05:00 P.M.)
25th April, 2019 (06:00
P.M.)

These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice
issued by the Department (published on 09th March, 2019) in
the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail
liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the year 2019-20. The public
notice is available on the departmental website i.e.
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for
evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously displayed in the
office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also
be
available
on
the
departmental
website
i.e.
www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be
allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise Policy for the year
2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the
State of Haryana), the rules framed thereunder.
The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices
issued for allotment of vends for the year 2019-2020 shall hold
good and are not reiterated.
The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and
Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject, without
assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case
may be within 10 days of the date of allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana

76157

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD
A CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION UNDERTAKING

8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh
Ph : 0172 - 4601826

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby notified for the General Public that the following person(s) have applied for Permission for the
Sales/Purchase of Dwelling Unit in their names under Regulation of the Chandigarh Housing Board
(Allotment, Management and Sale ofTenements) Regulations 1979:Sr. NAME OF THE PURCHASER
SH/SMT/MS
No.
1.

NAME OF THE SELLER
SH/SMT/MS

D.U.
No.

ËÅÍ AÊÐD ÆADËAC ËÌE ËÅ
ËÅÍ DAÊÃDÂÄÊ ËÃDÀÅ ËÌE LŁÎGHÄ
BAÃCAËÅ ÁÅADÂÄÊ ÆADËAC ËÅ AÇÃD ÁÅADÂ

CATEGORY

SECTOR

ÈÅÊÄÄ ÆÄÂ ÊEEÇ
ADÂ ÉAÊBÃDÀ DEÍ
Æ LŁHÁËEHIIŁG ÃD
ÆCEÁB DEÍ Æ LŁ

ÏKF
ÁÅADÂÃÀAÊÅ

In case anybody has any objection for the Sale/Purchase in respect of above said Dwelling Units, he/she
may submit the objection, if any, in writing within 15 days of the publication of this notice before the
undersigned alongwith documentary evidence, if any.

SECRETARY,
CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD,
CHANDIGARH
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eartotheground

Free up political
space in Bengal Can lateral entrants save the day?
YAMINI AIYAR

All voters must be allowed
to exercise freedom of choice

S

oon after a special observer of the Election Commission said that the situation in West Bengal
resembled the one in Bihar 10 or 15 years ago,
almost on cue, on the day of the third phase of
polling, a Congress worker was killed and two
others critically injured

in Murshidabad. This is the first

ourtake

report of casualty from West Bengal
during the 17th Lok Sabha elections. Earlier, among other
incidents, an election official was injured; a young student
suffered an injury in a suspected political clash; the car of a
candidate was vandalised; police fired at protestors who, in
turn, were agitating because they claimed people had not been
allowed to vote.
The opposition, particularly the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), has claimed that this is all an outcome of the deeply
undemocratic and repressive machinery of the Trinamool
Congress in the state. The BJP argues that its rise in the state
has made chief minister Mamata Banerjee’s outfit insecure
and it has, therefore, resorted to intimidation and violence on
an unprecedented scale. Ms Banerjee, on her part, has
rejected the accusations and instead claimed that central forces have been influencing people to vote in favour of the BJP.
She has also blamed the poll panel for favouring the BJP.
Each incident may have its own specific context. But there
are clear principles involved here. West Bengal has witnessed

A babu-mukt Bharat requires deep structural
changes and not just private sector personnel

I

nwhatisbilledtobeasignificantstepin
the direction of civil services reforms,
the Centre on April 13 announced the
appointment of nine private sector
recruits (joint secretary level) into the
government. The appointments have
beenwidelycelebrated.“BabuMuktBharat”
said one newspaper headline as it described
the first formal effort to open up the higher
echelonsofthebureaucracyto“outsiders”or
lateral entrants.
But will these lateral entrants free India
fromtheperilsofbabudom? Theproposalfor
inducting lateral entrants into India’s civil
serviceshasbeenatthecentrestageofdebates
oncivilservicereformsfordecadesnow.The
case in favour is a compelling one. The complexityof governance,itisargued,inthepost1991-era knowledge and technology-driven
economyneedsexpertisethatisoftenbeyond
thecapabilitiesofa“generalist”civilservant.
Moreover, lateral entrants can break the
bureaucracy’smonopolyovertop-levelpolicy
positionsandthusincentivisecompetition.It
can also challenge the notion that professional ability is best assessed on the basis of
scores secured in the Union Public Service
Commission examination. Finally, lateral
entrants can be a source of innovative ideas
andcanbringstrategicthinkingintoasystem
that has traditionally been inward looking
andfocusedontheshortterm.Thisargument
hasimportantcritiques,specificallylinkedto
the tradeoffs between expertise, administrative,field-basedexperienceandimportanceof
a multisectoral, broad approach to problem
solving in a complex economy.

For the moment, however, the debate has
settled in favour of lateral entrants. Last
week’s move to induct nine professionals is
likely to be the most important legacy in the
area of civil service reforms of the current
NarendraModigovernment.Byallaccounts,
theideaencounteredseveralhurdles,includingpushbackfromtheIndianAdministrative
Service (IAS), along the way, and it was the
prime minister’s own commitment to introducing lateral entrants that ensured the proposal saw the light of day. And regardless of
election outcomes, chances are that lateral
entry will be a priority for civil service
reformsgoingforward.Itisthusimportantto
interrogate the proposal’s potential.
Themostcompellingargumentinfavourof
lateral entry is its potential for bringing
expertise and strategic thinking into the
bureaucracy. But it is worth considering if
lack of expertise is the primary obstacle or
whether the problem lies elsewhere? As is
wellknown,theIndiancivilservicesdoesnot
incentivisedomain specialisation.However,
indiscussionsonthebureaucracyandexpertise, we rarely consider the fact that the
bureaucracy is adept at seeking expertise,
when required. Non government organisations, think tanks and private sector specialistsareallpartofgovernmentcommitteesand
discussionswhereadviceisregularlysought
and given, in abundance.
Inmyprofession(theworldofthinktanks),
we are often asked about the “impact” we
makeonpolicymaking.Ioftenworrythatwe
have too much impact because the bureaucracy has outsourced thinking to us, the

now. The Communist Party of India (Marxist) perfected the
art, and the Trinamool Congress has replicated a similar political culture. Among all states going for elections, it appears
that the political space in West Bengal is the most restrictive.
This needs urgent correction. All voters must be allowed to
exercise free choice. At the same time, the BJP must be careful
misuse any central institutions.

SD
MUNI

§

T

he United States (US) has decided not to grant an extension to any country for importing Iranian crude from
May 2. In November, Washington allowed eight coun-

tries to continue importing oil from Iran albeit in significantly

n

We know that quality education is a powerful economic driver. The challenge for the new
GURPREET SINGH/HINDUSTAN TIMES
government will be to capitalise on this

To tackle the learning crisis,
put the states to the wheel
There is a need to move away from a one-size-fits-all
approach to a more nuanced and contextualised one

reduced quantities. India was among the eight countries to
ASHISH
DHAWAN

have been granted the waiver. Three of the eight countries
(Greece, Italy and Taiwan) have already brought their imports
to zero. Among the rest, Japan and South Korea don’t rely
much on Iranian crude. This leaves India, China and Turkey as
the problem cases.
New Delhi has still not given up hope. The government is
hoping that the reduction to zero will not be imposed all of a
sudden. After all, Iran was India’s second largest oil exporter as
recently as Q1FY19. The recent spike in crude prices are adding
to the worries, but India has the experience of significantly
reducing Iranian crude imports in the run up to 2015 Iran
nuclear deal. However, the imports never went to zero, which
is what the US seems to be demanding now. This will be new territory. Some European nations are trying to find a way to continue doing business with Iran but haven’t encountered much
success. Most European companies would any day prefer keeping their access to American markets and financial system over
whatever revenues they make out of Iran. India should be pragmatic enough to realise that Iranian crude is not worth risking
the bilateral relationship with the US.
Oil, however, is just one part of the story. These stringent
sanctions could also presage some deeper changes in the power
balance of the region as well as internally in Iran. The Arab
countries are bound to get stronger vis-à-vis the Iran-Syria
axis. Despite all the rhetoric of civilisational ties with Iran,
India’s economic interests, too, are much deeper with the Arab
states. And within Iran, economic hardship might weaken the
moderate forces and catapult hardliners to power. India should
be prepared for such power shifts in the region.

“experts”.Asaresult,policymakingrisksare
becoming far too technocratic and domainspecific even as policy challenges require
multisectoralapproaches,collaboration and,
mostimportantly,politicalengagement.Lateralentrymayfixtheproblemofoutsourcing
“thinking” but it is unlikely to address processes through which policy decisions are
made and implemented.
The challenge with absorbing expertise
and being responsive to India’s increasingly
complexeconomylies in the structuralorganisation of the bureaucracy and the ways in
which it interacts with knowledge systems.
Our bureaucracy is designed to function in a
top-down, hierarchical and a silo-driven
structure that can solve problems through
schemes.
Suchsystemsarewellplacedtorespondto

This cooperation must extend beyond counterterrorism
efforts and fight all kinds of religious radicalisation

when it makes accusations, meet the test of accuracy, and not

Indiamustbepragmatictorealisethatit’s
notworthriskingbilateraltieswiththeUS

Our bureaucracy is designed to function in
a hierarchical and a silo-driven structure
that can solve problems through schemes

Lanka attacks: South
Asian nations must join
hands against terrorism

THINKAFRESH

electoral violence, intimidation and malpractices for decades

Prepare for the Iranian
crude waiver to end

n

what economist Lant Pritchett calls “thin
tasks” — logistical tasks (such as building a
road) that can be easily reduced to one-sizefits-all schemes. But the complex challenges
that lateral entrants are expected to solve —
environmental regulation and climate
change; agriculture, financial services —
necessitatecooperationbetweendepartments
andbuildingasharedstrategicvision.Importantly, addressing challenges in one sector
often create conflicting pressures on others,
consider the opposing pulls between goals of
infrastructureversusenvironmentalprotection which require building approaches that
privilegedeliberationandpoliticalconsensus
building.Andthen,ofcourse,thereisthechallenge of implementation, which requires
decentralised decision-making and trust
based systems of accountability. These are
what Pritchett call “thick tasks” that cannot
be reduced to schemes but require an iterative, consensus-based, systemic approach.
The real failure in India today is that we
assume “thin” systems can perform “thick”
tasks. We expect government to be iterative,
innovative, nimble andresponsive to knowledge. Yet, we have paid scant attention to the
structures, systems and culture within
bureaucracyandneveraskedwhetherthese
systems are aligned with the tasks at hand.
Bringingan“expert”intoabrokensystem
isunlikelytofixtheproblem.Atbest,experts
willbelikeislands,whichistherolethatmany
lateralentrantssuchasVijayKelkar,Montek
Singh Ahluwalia played. And at worst, they
will get lost in the fundamental, structural
problemthatIndia’sgovernancesystemfaces
today. A babu-mukt Bharat requires deep
structuralchangesnotmerelateralentrants.
Yamini Aiyar is president and chief executive,
Centre for Policy Research
The views expressed are personal

I

n India, the nature of the learning crisis
is that it starts early on and increases as
children reach higher grades. Majority
of the children don’t acquire basic skills
such as reading even by class 3 and so many
of them get left behind, leading to an inequitable education system. This problem of education quality is both political and technical in
nature.
From a political point of view, quality
reforms in education have been a hard sell,
especially since there is less certainty about
what works, while the results are even
harder to measure. There are issues with the
diagnosis itself and the lack of nuanced discourse ultimately leads to a misalignment
between goals, policies and budget. Improving quality is a complex challenge. Trade-offs
are often made between focusing on more
measurable and visible inputs, such as infrastructure, vis-a-vis ensuring that all teachers
and students are empowered and motivated
to create a high-quality teaching and learning environment in a classroom.
The underlying issue here is that of diffused policy priorities. There is not enough
salience of the fact that the problem starts in
classes 1 and 2 and this is when the child
needs all possible support to learn and stay in
the education system. Moreover, a traditional mindset could lead to more attention
being given to the best in the class, pushing
the majority to drop out of the system altogether.
Emphasising on quality requires a systemic overhaul, which calls for moving away
from piecemeal interventions that are either
technically deficient or are not owned by the
system. The Centre must put states at the
wheel and provide technical assistance and

budgetary flexibility. Such a system will
allow the states to design their own programmes, monitor and evaluate the implementation of it. There is a need to move away
from a one-size-fits-all approach to a more
contextualised one.
States need to be empowered to create
three-to-four year plans (as opposed to the
current annual planning cycle) that can meet
the unique needs of their children. Of course
a common minimum guideline for what
makes a programme effective can be provided. From a pedagogic perspective, the 5Ts
— teaching approaches, tools for teachers
and students, tests, training on content and
delivery, and finally teacher support —
should be the key ingredients of any programme to improve foundational learning.
Working on a mission-mode to achieve
universal foundational learning and numeracy will mean combining pedagogical inputs
with key policy reforms to monitor performance and strengthen the system at all levels.
At a state level, reliable, regular, comparable
and comprehensive data on learning outcomes in early years will create incentives
for improvement and will align reform priorities. The NITI Aayog’s State Education
Quality Index is certainly a step in the right
direction. It will motivate and incentivise
states to focus on learning outcomes.
We know that quality education is a powerful economic driver. The challenge for the
new government will be to capitalise on this,
given India’s young population. There is
ample evidence from a number of developing
countries, such as Kenya, Philippines, Brazil
and Vietnam, that show success in expanding education systems, while improving
learning outcomes, in a short time frame.
Drawing from these few precious examples,
the new government will have to arrive at a
roadmap that will make achieving basic
skills of reading and maths in primary
classes the topmost priority for the next five
years.
Ashish Dhawan is founder and chairman,
Central Square Foundation
The views expressed are personal

T

en years after winning a decisive
war against terror, Sri Lanka is
under attack by terrorists once
again. The attack has indeed been
devastating, reminding Sri Lanka of its
horror of Tamil Tigers’ attack on its Trade
Centre tower and airport. But there were
no Tamil Tiger signatures, though suicide
terrorism was involved, on the serial bombinginColomboand other placesonApril 21.
These attacks are a class by themselves, in
their organisation and precision. Hotels
and churches were attacked in eight blasts,
killing more than 300 and injuring nearly
500 people. The possibility of further
attacks are not ruled out. Intelligence
alerts were sounded on April 11, but they
were not heeded seriously.
One of the hotels under attack was in the
close vicinity of the Indian high commission building as well as Temple Trees, the
official residence of Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe. This suggests that such
important targets were also on the terrorists’ antennas. More than two dozen arrests
have been made. Sri Lanka has been put
under emergency regulations.
A little-known Islamic extremist group,
National Towheeth Jama’ath, has been
officially named to have been behind the
attacks. This group comprises Syria
returnees and was held responsible for
vandalising Buddha statues in Sri Lanka.
It was in conflict with the radical nationalist Sinhala Buddhist group, Bodhi Baal
Sena, who had been campaigning against
the Rohingyas. However, on Tuesday,
Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility.
The group’s Amaq News sent a tweet citing
a ‘security source’ as saying the attacks
were the work of “fighters of the Islamic
State.” Interpol has joined the investigation to help identify potential international
connections, with attention also focused on
a second extremist group known as
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen.
It is, however, intriguing that the targets
in this serial bombing have not been Sinhala Buddhists. They are the Christian
community and foreign tourists living in
five star hotels. This points a finger
towards the attempts of the terrorists to
send a message to the West that Islamic radicals are alive and kicking. This is perhaps

SRI LANKA’S FAILURE IN
RESPONDING TO THE
INTELLIGENCE ALERTS AGAINST
POSSIBLE TERRORIST ATTACKS
SPEAKS POORLY OF ITS LAW AND
ORDER PREPAREDNESS

an answer to the pressure on the IS in Syria
and elsewhere.
The US is extracting an assurance from
the Taliban in Afghanistan in the process of
working out its own exit and a peace process, that the Taliban will not provide shelter and support either to al-Qaeda or IS
extremists. A vague assurance has already
been extended by the Taliban in the last
Doha round talks to the US representative,
Zalmey Khalilzad, that it will try its best in
this respect.
The IS links for the Sri Lankan terror are
strongly evident. It is possibly trying to
state that the US’s efforts to root it out will
not succeed. The Sri Lankan blasts also
suggest that the Islamic State has developed its base in south Asia. It may be
recalled here that more than a couple of
years back, the IS had announced opening
a South Asia chapter. The Rohingya exodus
from Myanmar must have provided new
recruits to this chapter. There have also
been repeated reports of Maldives feeding
the IS and Maldives has diverse and multiple financial and political linkages in Sri
Lanka.
The country’s failure in responding to
the intelligence alerts against possible terrorist attacks speaks poorly of Sri Lanka’s
law and order preparedness. This could be
due to political confusion and differences
within the Sri Lankan ruling coalition,
especially between the president and the
prime minister. Lapses on the part of Sri
Lanka’s defence establishment, which is
directly under the control of president Sirisena, have been publicly criticised by
Prime Minister Wickremesinghe. It is time
that such political differences and confusion, if any, may be addressed keeping in
view the possibility of more such terrorist
attacks. Sri Lanka has the principal
responsibility to be fully prepared to confront the new challenge of terrorism.
The international community has solidly stood by Sri Lanka in this hour of crisis.
India has come forward to extend all possible help. In fact, the April 11 security alert
had been shared by India to the Sri Lankan
security establishment. This includes
China, though it was a bit late.
Shangri-La, one of the hotels attacked,
had been built only recently by the Chinese
in Colombo. One hopes that this attack will
prompt China to think seriously on Islamic
terrorists of south Asia, and not compromise on them for political exigencies of
friendship with countries like Pakistan.
The Sri Lankan development prepares a
solid ground for countries like India, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Maldives to work together more extensively
and effectively to counter terrorism in the
region. This cooperation must extend
beyond counterterrorism efforts and
include fight against Islamic and all other
religious radicalisation.
SD Muni is Professor Emeritus,
School of International Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
The views expressed are personal
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India sent three alerts to
Sri Lanka before attack

TWO INDIAN
WARSHIPS IN
CHINESE PARADE

INTEL The last alert was sent out just a few hours before the Easter terror strike by the IS

BEIJING: President Xi Jinping

Neeraj Chauhan and
Sudhi Ranjan Sen
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India sent as many as

three alerts to Sri Lanka, including one on the day of the Easter
Sunday attack that left 321 people
dead and 500 injured, according
to senior intelligence officials
familiar with the matter who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
The first alert was on April 4,
and it came from investigations
by Indian agencies that followed
after the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), in December 2018,
stumbled upon the videos of
National Thowheed Jama’at
(NTJ) leader Maulvi Zahran Bin
Hashim while probing the
Islamic State (IS) Coimbatore
module.
In the first alert, the agencies
told Sri Lanka that, apart from
churches, the Indian High Commission in Colombo could be a
target. The second alert was sent
a day before the attack and was
even more specific than the first
one in that it mentioned the possible targets, the officials said.
The last alert was sent hours
before the suicide bombers
attacked the three churches and
four hotels.
“The information about the

n

Ranil Wickremesingh, the Sri
Lankan PM, admitted that
alerts were sent by India, “but
there has been a lapse on how
AFP
we acted on that”.

attacks were a result of detailed
analysis of information gathered
through technical means and
human sources,” one of the officials said. Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
acknowledged that alerts had
been sent by India.
“India gave us the intelligence
but there has been a lapse on how
we acted on that... intelligence
was not conveyed down the line,”
Wickremesinghe told NDTV in
an exclusive interview.
HT spoke to multiple officials
in the central intelligence agencies who confirmed that the videos of Hashim, in which he

exhorted Muslim youth from Sri
Lanka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala to
establish an Islamic rule in the
region, were analysed in detail
and investigated further by
India’s external spy agency
R&AW (Research and Analysis
Wing). The videos were stored in
the pen drives, memory cards,
mobile phones and CDs/DVDs,
recovered by NIA on December
19, 2018 during raids at Kuniyamuthur, Ukkadam, Otteri in Chennai, Tindivanam near Villupuram, and Variety Hall Road in
Coimbatore, from the premises of
six ISIS suspects, Mohammed
Ashiq A, Ismail S, Samsudeen,
Mohammed Salauddin S, Jafar
Shadik Ali and Shahul Hameed.
The six IS members were
arrested on September 1, 2018 for
planning to attack Hindu leaders/activists in Coimbatore.
The Coimbatore module members, a second intelligence official
said, also regularly listened to
Hashim’s speeches. All six have
already been charged by NIA.
“Hashim’s video, which
appeared to be the latest, showed
he was aggressive and he repeatedly assured the cadres that
something big would happen
soon to teach a lesson [to the
members of communities which
do not follow the Sharia],” said

the officer quoted above.
Further investigation also
revealed that some of the Coimbatore module members were in
touch with some Sri Lankans,
who also followed Hashim.
“Bin Hashim had a major role
in radicalising these youngsters
on both sides [India and Sri
Lanka] to be part of Islamic
State,” said the second official
who added that the Coimbatore
module had no idea of what was
being planned in Sri Lanka.
Indian agencies subsequently
discovered Hashim’s mobile
numbers as well and found that
Hashim was in touch with some
IS functionaries in neighbouring
Bangladesh. A senior government official who did not wish to
be named said that Bangladesh
too needs to be on the alert.
Based on the analysis by NIA
and further information gathered done by the Intelligence
Bureau and R&AW, a communication was sent to Sri Lanka
about the possible attacks.
The Sri Lankan authorities
evidently took the information
lightly, and, in turn, sent out a
nationwide alert only on April 11.
Preliminary investigations
have revealed that Hashim blew
himself up at Shangri-La hotel in
Colombo on Sunday.

A F T E R A L L E G AT I O N S O F I R R E G U L A R I T I E S

Re-evaluate 3L T’gana answer sheets: HC
Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
n

srinivasa.apparasu@htlive.com

HYDERABAD: The Telangana high

court on Tuesday directed the
Telangana State Board of Intermediate Education (TSBIE) to
re-evaluate the answer scripts of
nearly 300,000 candidates who
failed the first and second year
intermediate examinations, held
from February 27 to March 18 this
year.
At least 16 students committed
suicide in the last four days
across the state after the results
were announced on April 18.

Large-scale irregularities were
allegedly spotted in the marksheets, with students who scored
over 90% in the first year failing to
clear the second-year exams.
There were innumerable complaints of students being awarded
zero, one or two marks in various
subjects. The high court, which
took up an emergency petition
filed by the NGO Andhra Pradesh
Child Rights Association, gave
the state board time till Monday
to specify how long it would take
to complete re-evaluation. It
refused to agree with the board
counsel’s contention that re-eval-

uation would take at least two
months. The NGO had moved the
high court, seeking direction to
the government to order re-evaluation of all answer sheets and a
thorough probe into the state
board’s lapses.
The results came as a shocker
to thousands of examinees, leading to a spate of suicides. Opposition parties have alleged that the
TSBIE entrusted the task of conducting the exams to a private
software company that has no
prior experience in conducting
exams on such a big scale. “We
demand a thorough inquiry,”

Telangana PCC spokesman Guduru Narayana Reddy said.
TSBIE secretary A Ashok conceded that were some lapses but
assured students the discrepancies would be rectified. The board
has extended the date for application for recounting and re-verification to April 27. The Telangana
government has ordered an
inquiry by a three-member committee. Education minister G
Jagadish Reddy said, “We shall
take stern action against those
responsible for the lapses, if any,
once the expert committee submits its report.”

Sutirtho Patranobis
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Asthana case: CBI
files report in HC
NEW DELHI :The Central Bureau of

Investigation on Tuesday filed in
the Delhi high court a report in a
sealed cover detailing the
progress in its probe of a bribery
case registered against its
former special director Rakesh
Asthana and DSP Devender
Kumar.
On the last date of hearing,
justice Mukta Gupta had asked
the CBI to file a timeline of events
and the need for sending Letters
Rogatory (LRs) to other countries. LRs are formal requests to
a foreign authority for judicial
assistance. The court was hearing an application by CBI for an
extension of the time required to
complete the probe.
HTC
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2002 RIOTS CASE

SC to Gujarat: Pay ₹50 lakh
to rape survivor Bilkis Bano
HT Correspondent
n

spoke of international maritime
cooperation as China displayed
the first of a new generation of
guided missile destroyers on
Tuesday at a naval parade to
mark the 70th anniversary of
China’s navy in the Yellow Sea,
off the country’s eastern coast.
Two Indian battleships —
stealth destroyer INS Kolkata,
and supply vessel INS Shakti —
were part of the exercise.
Another 16 ships from 12 other
countries also participated in the
parade off the Qingdao coast. “A
total of 32 vessels of the People’s
Liberation Army Navy sailed in
six groups, and 39 warplanes of
the Navy flew in ten echelons,”
the official news agency, Xinhua,
said in a report from the port
city.
Commenting on Indian navy’s
rare public appearance in the
Chinese navy’s event, military
expert, Yue Gang, said Indian
and Chinese navies have different advantages and should not
confront each other.
“The number of Chinese warships is four times that of India.
(But) Indian warships in the
Indian Ocean have a superior
geographical advantage. It is difficult for both sides to win completely,” Yue said.

nation
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NEWDELHI: The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Gujarat
government to pay ₹50 lakh in
compensation to Bilkis Bano,
who was gang raped during the
2002 riots in the state.
A bench led by Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi also ordered
the state administration to provide Bano with a government job
and accommodation, after it
noted that she had been living a
nomadic life for the past 17 years.
Bano was 21 years old and fivemonths pregnant when she was
sexually assaulted in Randhikpur village near Ahmedabad on
March 3, 2002 while fleeing the
violence that broke out in the aftermath of the Sabarmati train
incident in Godhra. Her three
children were also killed during
the anti-Muslim riots.
The court order came on a petition filed by her demanding
enhancement of the compensation awarded to her by the Bombay high court that found Gujarat
police officers, including an

Indian Police Service officer, RS
Bhagora, guilty of destroying evidence in her case. She refused to
accept ₹5 lakh as compensation
that was offered to her by the state
and approved by the high court.
“Feel lucky that we are not
observing anything against your
government in the order”, CJI
Gogoi told the state government
while issuing the directive.
The counsel informed the
court that action has been taken
against the erring police officials
in the case. Their pension benefits had been stopped and the IPS
officer was demoted by two
ranks, the court was informed.
On March 29, the court asked the
state to initiate disciplinary
action against the officials within
two weeks.
The bench said Bano was a witness to the “devastation” of her
family and noted how her infant
daughter had been killed, with
her head being smashed. Seven of
her family members were killed
when a mob went on the rampage
at Randhikpur village.
The CJI told Bano’s lawyer
that there was no point looking at

the past as the need of the hour
was to rehabilitate the victim.
The lawyer informed the court
that Bano had been leading a
nomadic life after having lost
everything.
“In today’s world, money is the
best healer. We do not know
whether it can heal all, but what
else can we do for her... Ask for
whatever compensation you
want and we will pass orders
accordingly,” the CJI told the
lawyer. . The bench snubbed the
state counsel who tried to intervene and pointed out that the case
had been pending for many years
now.
The trial in Bano’s case initially began in Ahmedabad.
When Bano expressed apprehensions over witnesses being
harmed, the top court, in August
2004, transferred the case to
Mumbai. On January 21, 2008, a
special court convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment 11
men for the incident. It, however,
acquitted seven persons including the policemen and two doctors who were accused of tampering with evidence.

Superseded Vice-Admiral Verma
moves tribunal for second time
Rahul Singh
n

rahul.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Vice-Admiral Bimal

Verma on Tuesday moved the
Armed Forces Tribunal for the
second time after the government
named his junior officer Vice
Admiral Karambir Singh as the
next navy chief last month, two
people with direct knowledge of
the matter said.
The case will come up for hearing on April 25, the first person
said.
Verma had petitioned the AFT
against his supersession earlier
too, but was asked to withdraw
his plea and raise matter with the
defence ministry first.
Withdrawing his plea earlier
this month, Verma filed a statutory complaint to defence minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
requesting that a decision be
taken in 10 days.
“He has approached the AFT

WHILE SENIORITY IS
USUALLY FOLLOWED
WHEN A NEW SERVICE
CHIEF IS NAMED, THERE
HAVE BEEN INSTANCES
WHEN GOVERNMENT
HAS OVERLOOKED IT
again as the 10- day period ended
on Monday and the ministry
hasn’t responded to his complaint,” said the second person.
The two top admirals, Verma
and Singh, are among the battery
of senior navy officials currently
attending the three-day biannual
Naval Commanders’ Conference,
which began in New Delhi on
Tuesday.
Verma, who heads the Andaman and Nicobar Command in
Port Blair, would have been the
senior-most officer in the navy on

May 31 when current chief Admiral Sunil Lanba retired. But the
government last month decided
against appointing him and opted
for Singh. Singh currently heads
the Visakhapatnam-based Eastern Naval Command.
While seniority is usually followed when a new service chief is
named, there have been instances when the government has
overlooked it. For instance, when
General Bipin Rawat was named
army chief in December 2016, the
National Democratic Alliance
government did supersede two
lieutenant generals who were
senior to him. However, none of
the two superseded generals
approached the court.
The previous UPA government also did not go by seniority
in 2014 when Admiral Robin
Dhowan superseded a senior officer, Vice Admiral Shekhar Sinha,
to become the navy chief. Sinha
also did not seek legal remedy.
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THE PRINCIPLE OF AFRICAN SOLUTIONS TO AFRICAN PROBLEMS IS THE ONLY
WAY TO DEAL WITH COMMON CHALLENGES FACING US.

> ABDEL FATTAH AL-SISI, Egypt’s president, while hosting an African Union summit on turmoil in Sudan, Libya

Relativesburythedeadamidfreshfears

TERROR AFTERMATH ‘We are all shell-shocked. Everyone is afraid... After years of peace, the ghosts of the past will come back,’ says a grieving family member

n

(Left) Wasanthi, a member of the Berlington family, weeps over the
grave of Bevon, who was killed in Colombo; (centre) Melton Roy
prays amid the newly buried graves at Methodist burial ground in
Negombo; (top) a still image of CCTV footage showing one of the
AGENCIES
bombers on a street in Negombo.

Day of mourning: Sri Lankans
weep, pray and come together
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO/NEGOMBO: Sri Lankans
wept and prayed on Tuesday as
theyburiedthedeadfromsuicide
bomb attacks on churches holding Easter services and luxury
hotelsthatkilled321peopleinthe
country’sworstviolenceinadecade.
More than 1,000 mourners
attendedamemorialserviceatSt.
Sebastian Church in the coastal
cityofNegombo,justnorthofthe
capital, Colombo, where more
than100parishionerswerekilled
as they worshipped on Sunday
morning.
The ceremony began with
prayers and singing under a tent
put up in the courtyard of the
church,whichhadmostofitsroof
torn away by the blast.
Pall-bearers wearing white
carried in wooden coffins one by
one, followed by distraught relatives. They gathered around the
coffins, crying and comforting
each other. Some needed help
aftertheywereovercomebygrief
and the heat.
CardinalMalcolmRanjith,the
archbishop of Sri Lanka who led

theservice,urgedotherchurches
to delay memorials amid fears
that more bombers may be at
large. “The security forces have
not cleared the situation yet...
there could be more attacks on
public gatherings,” he told
reporters after the service.
Islamic State (IS) claimed
responsibilityforthecoordinated
attacks on three churches and
three luxury hotels. Most of the
321 dead and 500 wounded were
Sri Lankans, although government officials said 38 foreigners
were killed.
After the service at St. Sebastian, 22 coffins were taken to a
freshly dug burial site near the
church. Onlookers watched the
procession alongwith police and
soldiers.
The coffins were lowered into
individual graves. Among them
wasVivianIrangani,67,whohad
been dropped off at church on
Sunday by her Buddhist husband.
“She was a kind-hearted
woman who did not do wrong to
anyone,” said family member
Supitha Weramunda.
Some of Irangani’s six grandchildren placed white chrysan-

Terrorists blamed
for the attacks had
incendiary leader

themums on her grave, followed
by her sobbing widower.
“We are all shell shocked.
Everyoneisafraidfortheirlives,
afraidthataftersomanyyearsof
peace the ghosts of the past will
come back,” Weramunda said.
Thebombsshatteredarelative
calm in the Buddhist-majority
Indian Ocean island since a civil
warfoughtbymostlyHindu,ethnic Tamil separatists ended 10
years ago, and raised fears of a
return to sectarian violence.
Sri Lanka’s 22 million people
include minority Muslims, Hindus and Christians. The latter
havelargelyavoidedtheworstof
the island’s conflict and communal tensions.
A senior Buddhist leader who
attendedtheSt.Sebastianservice
appealed for unity.
“Buddhism is about love and
compassion, so is Catholicism.
The roots are the same. I have
come in this spirit,” said Chief
IncumbentoftheDharmayathanaya Temple, Venerable Elle
Gunawansa Thero.
“In this country we are branchesofthesameriver,ofthesame
tree. We have to stick together,”
he said.

Associated Press
n

nA

Alert following reports of
explosives-laden van, lorry

Shangri-La hotel in Colombo
closed until further notice

The UN Security Council has
strongly condemned the series of
“heinous and cowardly” terrorist
attacks in Sri Lanka, underlining the
need to bring perpetrators, organisers, financiers of these reprehensible acts of terrorism to justice.

Sri Lanka on Tuesday placed all
police stations in Colombo on high
alert as police were hunting for an
unidentified container truck and a
van, believed to be carrying
explosives.

Shangri-La hotel in Colombo will be
closed till further notice, a senior
hotel official said on Tuesday, after
the five-star property was attacked
by a suicide bomber on Easter
Sunday that killed many number of
guests, including Indians.

A warning issued by the Director of
Security at the Colombo Harbour
said intelligence had found information that an unidentified
container truck and a van carrying a
potential explosive device was
heading towards Colombo.

In a statement issued by UNSC
president Christoph Heusgen, the
council “condemned in the strongest terms the series of heinous and
cowardly terrorist attacks” in Sri
Lanka on Easter Sunday.

shortstories
TERRORISM: 37
SAUDIS EXECUTED
RIYADH:Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
executed 37 of its citizens convicted of terrorism, three years
after another mass execution that
ultimately led to a break in
AFP
relations with Iran.

Emirati woman wakes up
after 27 years in coma
NEW DELHI:A woman from UAE
who was seriously injured in a
traffic accident in 1991 has made a
miraculous recovery after emerging from a 27-year coma, the BBC
HTC
reported.

Quake hits Philippines, day
after first temblor kills 16
PORAC: A second earthquake,
near San Julian, hit the Philippines
on Tuesday, a day after a magnitude 6.1 quake rattled the country’s north and left 16 dead. AP

New IRA claims killing of
Northern Ireland journalist
LONDON:Dissident group New
IRA took responsibility for killing
Northern Irish journalist Lyra
McKee last week, even as a
57-year-old woman was arrested
AFP
over the shooting.

Myanmar court rejects
appeal of jailed reporters
NAYPYITAW :Myanmar’s top court
rejected the final appeal of
Reuters journalists Wa Lone and
and Kyaw Soe Oo, upholding the
seven-year prison sentences for
their reporting on the brutal
AP
crackdown on Rohingyas.

54 feared dead in Myanmar
mine after landslide
YANGON:At least 54 people are
feared dead after a landslide in
Myanmar’s Kachin state engulfed
jade miners as while they were
sleeping.
AFP

Pressure mounts
on Pak to take
‘irreversible’ steps
Rezaul H Laskar
n

rezaul.laskar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Pakistan’s actions of

detainingactivistsofJaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) and Lashkar-eTaiba (LeT) and taking over of
facilities of these banned groups
in the wake of the Pulwama suicide attack in February do not
amount to irreversible action
against terrorists based on its
soil,peoplefamiliarwithdevelopments said on Tuesday.
A step such as the designation
ofJeMchiefMasoodAzharatthe
UN’s Islamic State and al-Qaeda
Sanctions Committee would be
anexampleofanirreversiblestep
as Pakistan would have to
acknowledge that an individual,
whohasbeenonthemostwanted
listofIndiaandtheUS,isaterrorist, the people said.
Since the attack in Pulwama,
which triggered a stand-off
betweenIndiaandPakistan,New
Delhi and Washington have
closely coordinated their positionstomountpressureonIslamabad to crack down on terror
groups operating from its soil.
When France moved a proposal at the UN’s 1267 Sanctions
Committee to designate the JeM
chief as a global terrorist, the
movewasstronglybackedbythe
US and the UK. However, China
blockedtheproposal,apparently
atthebehestofitstraditionalally
Pakistan.

n

File photo of JeM chief
Masood Azhar.

REUTERS

While Pakistan has taken
some steps, such as detaining
JeMandLeTactivistsandtaking
overfacilitiessuchasmadrassas,
there is also a need for irreversible steps, the people cited above
said. The US and other countries
areworkingwithIndiatoachieve
theprocessofdesignatingAzhar,
they added.
IndiaandtheUSarealsoworkingcloselytoinvestigatethePulwama attack and to eliminate all
terror sanctuaries in Pakistan
through measures at the UN and
other forums such as the FinancialActionTaskForce,thepeople
said. Though there is no set time
frame for taking the issue of
Azhar’s designation to the UN
Security Council in view of
China’s block, all stakeholders
are looking for action in the near
term, they added.

REUTERS

Besides Sri Lankans who accounted for most of the 321 casualties, at least 31 people from several nations died in the attacks

INDIA: 10 Indians were killed.

UNITED STATES: Four

Eight of them were
from Karnataka’s
Janata Dal (Secular)
party. A woman
with roots in Kerala also died

Americans were
killed. Fifth-grader
Kieran Shafritz de
Zoysa, in Sri Lanka
on leave from Sidwell Friends
School in Washington, was
among the dead. Dieter Kowalski
from Denver, who worked for
education company Pearson, was
killed shortly after arriving at his
hotel for a business trip

BRITAIN: Eight UK nationals
died. Lawyer Anita
Nicholson, son Alex
Nicholson, daughter
Annabel Nicholson,
husband Ben Nicholson, who
were on vacation, were killed in
Shangri-La hotel’s restaurant.
Ex-firefighter Bill Harrop and
doctor Sally Bradley, a UK couple
who lived in Australia, were killed
in one of the hotels

“We have decided that the hotel
will be closed until further notice,”
Mahika Chandrasena, director of
public relations at Shangri-La,
Colombo, said, adding those dead
include three hotel staff members.

TAC K L I N G T E R R O R

woman reacts next to two coffins during a mass burial of victims at a cemetery near St. Sebastian Church in Negombo.

Foreign casualties: Countless tales of grief

terrortrail
UNSC condemns ‘heinous
and cowardly’ attacks

letters@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO:Thepurportedleaderof

BANGLADESH: Zayan
Chowdhary, an
8-year-old relative
of Bangladesh PM
Sheikh Hasina, is
among the 45 children who died

AUSTRALIA:

Australian PM
Scott Morrison said
a mother and
daughter from the
country were killed.
Manik Suriaaratchi and her
10-year-old daughter, Alexendria,
were attending a church service
in Negombo when they died.

DENMARK: Clothing chain
Bestseller confirmed
reports that three of
the children of its
owner, business
tycoon Anders Holch Povlsen,
were killed in the attacks. The
company had no further
comment, a spokesman said

SWITZERLAND: The country’s
foreign ministry has
confirmed that a
Swiss national, a
dual national and a
non-Swiss member of the same
family were killed. It didn’t
identify the second country

SPAIN: Spain’s foreign ministry
said a Spanish man
and woman were
killed. The mayor of
Pontecesures in
northwest Spain, Juan Manuel
Vidal, told Radio Galega that he
knew the local pair and that they
were in their 30s, according to a
news report

OTHER NATIONS The Netherlands, China, Turkey, Japan & Portugal confirmed their nationals were among the dead

TRUMP, HIS
BUSINESSES
SUE DEMOCRATS

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N

Yashwant Raj

ISLAMABAD: PrimeMinisterImran
Khan faced criticism in parliamentforconcedingthatPakistani
soil had been used in the past by
terrorists to carry out attacks in
Iran.
At a joint press conference
with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani on the second day of his
maidenIrantrip,Khan acknowledged that Tehran had suffered
terrorismfromgroupsoperating
from Pakistan. The statement
attracted criticism back home
with people questioning the wisdom behind publicly admitting

n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON:USPresidentDonald

Trump andhis businessesfiled a
lawsuit on Monday seeking the
quashingofasubpoenaissuedby
the chairman of a committee of
theDemocratic-ledHouseofRepresentative seeking financial
statements from Trump’s
accountants.
The lawsuit alleged that the
subpoena issued by Elijah Cummings, chairman of the House
committee on oversight and
reform, was part of an “all-out
politicalwar”launchedbyDemocratsaftertheytookcontrolofthe
House and subpoena was their
“weapon of choice”.
“Instead of working with the
presidenttopassbipartisanlegislationthatwouldactuallybenefit
Americans, House Democrats
aresingularlyobsessedwithfinding something they can use to
damage the president politically,” said the lawsuit filed in a
Washington court.
Cummings issued a subpoena
onMarch 27toMazarsUSALLP,
the long-time New York-based
accountants for Trump and his
businesses,seeking“statements
of financial conditions, annual
statements, periodic financial
reports and independent auditors’ reports” from 2009 up until
now. The documents were
needed,thechairman’sofficehad
said at the time, to investigate
allegations that Trump had
“inflated and deflated financial
statements for potentially
improper purposes”.

the extremist group National
Thowfeek Jamaath (NTJ) that
wasblamedforthedeadlyEaster
attacks began posting videos
onlinethreeyears agocallingfor
non-Muslimstobe“eliminated”,
faith leaders said on Tuesday.
Muslim leaders say their
warningsaboutthegroupandits
leader drew no visible reaction
from security officials. “Some of
the intelligence people saw his
picture, but they didn’t take
action,” said N M Ameen, the
president of the Muslim Council
of Sri Lanka.
The NTJ’s leader, known as
Mohammed Zahran or Zahran
Hashmi, became known to Muslimleadersthreeyearsagoforhis
incendiary speeches online. “It
was basically a hate campaign
against all non-Muslims,” said
Hilmy Ahamed, the Muslim
council’s vice-president.
Zahran’s name was on one
intelligence warning shared
among Sri Lankan security forces, who took their growing concerns to international experts.
Anne Speckhard, the director
oftheInternationalCenterforthe
StudyofViolentExtremism,said
a SriLankan intelligence official
approachedherataconferencein
Februarywithasurprisingquestion.Shewasworriedaboutwhat
she described as a home-grown
jihadigroupthat“wouldjustdisappear” when the government
tried to crack down on them.
“The intel person came up to
me and said, ‘You know, we’re
worriedaboutthisnewgroupand
there’ssomeactivitygoing.What
do you think?’” Speckhard told
AP on Tuesday. “It just kind of
blows my mind that’s who it
was.”

PM Khan criticised for terror comments
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

the presence of anti-Iran groups.
Pakistan Peoples Party’s Hina
Rabbani Khar, a former foreign
minister,saidKhan“stoodbeside
the Iranian president and said
that our soil was being used for
terrorist activities. This is not
funny anymore.” She also
slammed Khan for suggesting
that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s re-election would
strengthen chances of peace.
RESHUFFLE IN ARMY
AHEAD OF RETIREMENTS
The Pakistan Army on Tuesday
announcedhigh-levelpostingsof
topmilitarycommanders,ahead
of the retirement of two full Gen-

erals and nine Lt Generals .
Gen Zubair Mahmood Hayat,
Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, and Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa, army chief, are
retiring on November 29.
LtGenFaizHameedwasmade
adjutant general-Army Headquarters while Lt Gen Azhar
Abbaswasappointedasdirectorgeneral of the Joint Staff Headquarters. Both are considered to
be in line for the post of army
chief. The prime minister
appoints the army chief for a
periodofthreeyears. LtGenNaumanMahmoodwasmadeinspector-general of Communications
andInformationTechnologyand

Lt Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza
has been posted to vice joint
chiefs of staff committee.
FORMER ISI CHIEF PLEAS
TO GET HIS PENSION
Former ISI chief Lt Gen (retd)
AsadDurranihasappealedtothe
Islamabad High Court against a
decisionbythePakistanArmyto
forfeithispensionandotherbenefits after he was found guilty of
violatingthemilitarycodeofconductforco-authoringabookwith
India’sformer intelligencehead.
HehadwrittenTheSpyChronicles:RAW,ISIandtheIllusionof
PeacewithformerRAWchiefAS
Dulat.

A S S I S T E D D E AT H

Chinese lawmakers favour legalising euthanasia
Sutirtho Patranobis
n

spatranobis@hindustantimes.com

BEIJING: China is debating
legalising euthanasia after a
group of legislators argued for
it this week during a review of
a draft amendment to the
country’s civil laws.
Assisted death is illegal in
China but has been discussed
sporadically in government,
medical and legal circles. The
discussion seems to be picking up pace with the revised
draft sections to be part of a
draft civil code and submitted
to the National People’s Congress (NPC) plenary session
in March 2020.
Li Jie, a deputy to the NPC,
China's top legislature, told

n

David Goodall (right), who was Australia's oldest scientist, went
to Switzerland last year to end his life at the age of 104. AFP/FILE

state media many cancer
patients in the terminal stages
feel acute pain and would
choose euthanasia if available, so it should be legalised to

protect human dignity.
Ma Yide, another NPC deputy who made the same suggestion during the review,
said the law should allow

some people the right to
euthanasia.
“Patients who are determined by doctors as having
incurable diseases and whose
pain cannot be relieved
should have the right to make
their own decisions to receive
euthanasia,” Ma was quoted
by state-controlled China
Daily as saying. “Strict procedures should be followed to
protect their rights, including
written consent submitted to
authorities for approval
before euthanasia should be
performed at certified medical institutions,” he said.
Ma said that after many
years of debate, the timing for
legalising euthanasia in
China is becoming ripe.
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BigBasket CEO Hari Menon.

BIGBASKET RAISES
$40 MN FROM CDC
GROUP, ENTERS
UNICORN CLUB
MUMBAI: CDC Group has invested
$40 million in grocery delivery
firm BigBasket, the UK-based
development finance institution
said on Tuesday. The investment is
part of a bigger $150 million round
that BigBasket is raising at a
valuation of $1.2 billion, making it
the latest Indian entrant into the
coveted unicorn club. As part of
the ongoing round, Supermarket
Grocery Supplies Pvt. Ltd, which
owns and operates BigBasket, has
also been backed by Korea’s Mirae
Global Asset Investments, which
has pumped in $60 million, while
China’s Alibaba, an existing
investor, is infusing $50 million,
according to documents filed with
the Registrar of Companies (RoC),
and media reports. “We will help
the organization support the
economic empowerment of its
local supplier farmers as it
guarantees fair pricing and
provides production and quality
crop training,” CDC’s statement
said.

Second dollar swap auction
gets bids worth $18.65 bn
MUMBAI: The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) on Tuesday conducted
its second successful dollar swap
auction of $5 billion, receiving
bids worth $18.65 billion, or more
than three times what was on
offer. Unlike the last time, RBI
accepted bids from a small
number of bidders. The central
bank accepted bids at a premium
of ₹8.38 which works out to an
annualized rate of 4.01% from
authorized dealers and paid them
rupees in return. Effectively, RBI
has infused ₹34,874 crore worth of
liquidity into the banking system
in exchange for dollars, the
central bank said in a press
release. After three years, RBI will
buy back the same amount of
dollars at the premium offered in
Tuesday’s auction. While the
regulator received 255 offers, it
accepted only five among them.
In contrast, in the first auction,
the central bank had accepted 89
of the 240 bids offered.

ITC moves NCLT against
Hotel Leelaventure
NEW DELHI: Diversified group ITC
has moved National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) against Hotel
Leelaventure alleging “oppression
and mismanagement”. ITC’s
current plea was mentioned
before the Mumbai bench of the
NCLT, which has posted the
matter for hearing tomorrow,
Hotel Leelaventure said in a
regulatory filing. ITC, along with
the petition has also filed two
applications seeking waiver of the
requirement of minimum threshold of 10% shareholding, it added.
As per the latest information
available on bourses, ITC holds a
total of 7.92% share stake in Hotel
Leelaventure. Shares of Hotel
Leelaventure Ltd were trading at
₹10.46 on BSE during afternoon
trade, down 0.38% from its
previous close.

Mfine raises $17.2 mn from
SBI Investment, others
NEW DELHI: Health-tech artificial
intelligence (AI) startup mfine on
Tuesday said it has raised $17.2
million from Japanese venture
capital firm SBI Investment, SBI
Ven Capital Pte Ltd and others.
The series B round also saw
participation from BEENEXT,
Singapore, Stellaris Venture
Partners and Prime Venture
Partners. Including the current
funding round, the startup has
raised over $24 million and has
200 employees in Bengaluru and
Hyderabad. “The company will be
tripling its investments in AI,
mobile engineering and hardware
integration,” it added.
COMPILED FROM MINT
REPORTERS AND AGENCIES

Consumers may feel pinch
of high oil prices post polls
US SANCTIONS Oil companies are under pressure to hike prices after elections
Rajeev Jayaswal
n

rajeev.jayaswal@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The US sanction

against India’s oil import from
Iran will not disrupt domestic
fuel supply because Indian refiners have made alternative
arrangements, but consumers
may feel the pinch as oil marketing companies are under
immense pressure to hike petrol
and diesel rates post-elections,
government and industry officials said.
“Crude oil imports have
become costlier. The US sanction
has added to the woes. Oil companies are unable to proportionately increase retail prices of petrol and diesel due to political
constraints. Ultimately, the consumer will face the heat as oil
companies cannot absorb it
(higher crude oil rates) indefinitely,” an executive working for
a state-run oil marketing company said on condition of anonymity.
Benchmark Brent crude prices surged to $74.70 per barrel on
Tuesday, the highest since
November 2018, mainly due to
the US decision to withdraw
waivers to all countries, including India, from importing Iranian crude oil from May 2.
Petroleum and natural gas
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said India will get additional supplies from other major oil producing countries to compensate
for the loss of Iranian oil.
“Govt has put in place a robust
plan for adequate supply of
crude oil to Indian refineries.There will be additional supplies from other major oil producing countries;Indian refineries are fully prepared to meet the
national demand for petrol,diesel & other Petroleum products,”
he tweeted.

n

Dharmendra Pradhan, minister of petroleum and natural gas.

BENCHMARK BRENT
CRUDE PRICES SURGED
TO $74.70 PER BARREL
ON TUESDAY, THE
HIGHEST SINCE
NOVEMBER 2018
The average cost of India’s
crude import in the first fortnight of current month was
$69.84 per barrel, about $3 costlier than the average import
price in March, and about $12.4
per barrel more than $57.43 a
barrel average price four
months ago in December.
Despite volatile international
crude oil prices domestic rates of
petrol and diesel have been relatively stable in last one month.
Petrol was sold at ₹72.95 per litre
and diesel at ₹66.46 in Delhi
pumps on Tuesday.
HT reported on April 17, that
while international oil prices
(Brent crude) increased by over
9% from March 10 to April 10 to

HT Media’s radio
unit buys stake in
Next Mediaworks
Saumya Tewari
n

saumya.t@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: HT Media Ltd, the

publisher of Mint and Hindustan Times newspapers, said its
radio arm has acquired a 51%
stake in Next Mediaworks Ltd.
Next Mediaworks, through
its subsidiary Next Radio Ltd,
operates stations across major
metros under the Radio One
brand, including some in the
English language.
HT Media owns the popular
Hindi radio channels Fever FM
and Radio Nasha, with a dominant presence in the metros—
two stations each in Delhi and
Mumbai and one each in Bengaluru, Kolkata, Chennai and
Hyderabad.
Next Radio operates seven
stations of Radio One across
Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Kolkata, Chennai, Pune and
Ahmedabad.
Fever and Radio Nasha are
leaders in the Hindi contemporary hit radio (CHR) and retro
radio space, respectively. Radio
One operates three stations in
Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru
that play English music and
four—in Kolkata, Chennai,
Pune and Ahmedabad—that
play Bollywood music.
HT Media said on April 18
that the acquisition of Radio
One would make it the strongest
radio company in the fast- growing metro markets. Alongside
its current metro strength of

THE DEAL WILL ENABLE
HT MEDIA TO HAVE A
MUCH LARGER
COMBINED PLAY IN THE
TOP METRO MARKETS
eight stations, HT Media will not
only add an additional station
each to its top five metros but
also the key metro market of
Pune to its network.
“This acquisition aims to provide the widest array of content,
music and advertising options
for our listeners and advertisers. Needless to mention, the
combined setup will provide
growth opportunities for the talented employees on both sides.
The company is now detailing
out the synergies of operations
both at the front and the back
end,” said Harshad Jain, chief
executive officer (CEO), (radio
and entertainment) of HT
Media, who will lead all three
brands.
With a strong focus on top cities including Pune, Jain said
they were set to become a dominant metro-centric media company. “We are looking to have
the lion’s share in listenership
and revenues,” he added.
The deal will enable HT
Media to have a much larger
combined play in the top metro
markets, apart from comprehensive coverage of the key
markets of Uttar Pradesh.

MINT/FILE

close at $71.73 per barrel, petrol
prices increased by less than 1%
during this period.
Although the government
deregulated pricing of petrol
from June 26, 2010 and diesel
from October 19, 2014, it keeps an
indirect control over its retail
rates through state-run refiners—Indian Oil Corp., Hindustan Petroleum Corp. and Bharat Petroleum Corp.—which
control almost 90% of the fuel
retail market.
Such tacit control is exerted
by almost all governments during elections, executives working in state-run energy firms
said, asking not to be identified.
According to industry
experts, while the US sanction
against Iranian crude has
pushed up international oil prices for all consumers, the discontinuation of crude import from
Iran may have its economic cost
for Indian refiners.
India imports more than 80%
of crude it processes. It imported
about 23.5 million tonnes of Ira-

ED summons
Chanda Kochhar,
husband in
Videocon case

Neeraj Chauhan
n

neeraj.chauhan@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement

Directorate (ED) has extended
its investigation of ICICI Bank’s
former CEO Chanda Kochhar,
into loans extended by ICICI
Bank to other companies,
including Jaypee Group and
Bhushan Steel Pvt Ltd, on her
watch, an ED officer familiar
with the matter said on condition of anonymity.
ED has asked Kochhar to
appear before it for questioning
in Delhi on May 3 in this connection, this person added.
According to the ED officer,
the agency is also examining
whether any loan was given to
Sterling Biotech Ltd by ICICI
Bank. Sterling Group is run by
Nitin Sandesara who, along
with his family, is currently hiding in Albania. An extradition
request has already been sent to
Albania by the government.
Kochhar’s husband Deepak
Kochhar and brother-in-law
Rajiv Kochhar have also been
asked to join the investigations
on April 30.
The agency has asked the
Kochhars to submit documents
related to their personal finances as well as investments in different companies, details of
movable and immovable properties, and disclosures made
before the Reserve Bank of
India, Sebi (Securities
Exchange Board of India) and
other regulators.

TA X I N E T W O R K

Musk plans to hand car keys to robots next year
Associated Press
n

feedback@livemint.com

SAN FRANCISCO: Tesla chief executive officer (CEO) Elon Musk
expects to start converting the
company’s electric cars into
fully self-driving vehicles next
year as part of an audacious
plan to create a network of
robotic taxis to compete
against Uber and other ridehailing services.
The vision sketched out on
Monday during an event at
Tesla’s Silicon Valley headquarters requires several
leaps of faith—something that
the zealous investors and consumers who view Musk as a
technological genius often are
willing to take.
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Tesla CEO Elon Musk.
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But self-driving car experts
fear Musk is shirking public
safety in an effort to boost
Tesla’s stock and sell more of
the company’s electric cars.
This amid lingering questions
about whether the 15-year-old
automaker can consistently

make money.
“It sounds like a pipe dream
that he’s selling people,” said
Raj Rajkumar, an electrical
and computer engineering
professor at Carnegie Mellon
University.
“I think it’s basically overpromising, which is typical of
Elon Musk.”
To prove his skeptics
wrong, Musk will have to persuade regulators that Tesla’s
technology for transforming
potentially hundreds of thousands of electric cars into selfdriving vehicles will produce
robots that are safer and more
reliable than humans.
And to do that, Musk will
have to be correct in his bet
that Tesla has come up with a

better way to produce selfdriving cars than virtually
every other of the more than 60
companies in the US working
toward the same goal.
Some of those companies
are aiming to have their fully
autonomous cars begin carrying passengers in small geographic areas as early as this
year, but many experts don’t
believe they’ll be in widespread use for a decade or
more.
Unlike most of those other
companies, Tesla’s cars won’t
come with the light beam sensors called Lidar that many
industry experts consider to
be essential equipment for
robotic vehicles to navigate
the road.

nian crude, almost one-tenth of
its total requirement in 2018-19
on lucrative terms such as a
60-day credit and other discounts, government officials
with direct knowledge of the
matter said on condition of anonymity.
Experts feared a spike in
international crude oil prices
that will adversely impact the
Indian economy.
DK Srivastava, chief policy
advisor, EY India, said, “Global
crude prices may shortly touch
$80. India’s CAD (current
account deficit), growth and
inflation will be affected in the
short run.”
The government has little
control over international oil
prices, government officials
said. It may, however, have an
option to slash taxes on petrol
and diesel to provide immediate
relief to consumers, they added.
Officials are, however, confident on the supply side.
An oil ministry official, who
did not wish to be identified, said
Indian refiners have long-term
contracts with oil producers
such as Saudi Arabia, UAE and
Kuwait.
“The contracts have in-built
provisions to import more crude
oil from these countries, hence,
India is secured from the supply
side and refiners will meet 100%
fuel (petrol, diesel and kerosene)
demand of the country.”
Government officials said the
impact of sanctions on supplies
would be minimal as Indian
refiners were yet to sign the
annual crude oil supply contract
with Iran.
“The terms of the contract
were being negotiated for 2019-20
imports. Currently, Iranian
crude is imported as per the old
contract,” the oil ministry official quoted above said.

Govt gives Jet slots to rival
airlines for three months
Faizan Haider
n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The civil aviation

ministry decided on Tuesday to
allocate slots of grounded Jet
Airways to other airlines for
three months, a decision meant
to ease a shortfall in flights
ahead of the peak summer
travel season.
Jet Airways has temporarily
suspended all operations due to
a financial crisis that left it without operational funds, leading
to cancellations of hundreds of
flights that would have otherwise operated everyday and
leading to an increase in airfares.
“Crisis of Jet Airways and
suspension of flights has caused
inconvenience to many air passengers. To facilitate induction
of additional capacity, it has
been decided to allot some of the
slots vacated by Jet Airways to
other airlines on purely temporary basis, for a period of three
months,” said a spokesperson
for the ministry.
The ministry clarified that
when Jet Airways resumes
operations, the slots will be
given back.
To ensure there is no controversy in allocation of slots, the
ministry formed a committee
comprising officials from the
director general of civil aviation
(DGCA), Airports Authority of
India (AAI), private airlines and
slot coordinators.
“The historic rights of Jet
Airways will be protected.
These slots will be made available to them, as and when they
revive operations, as per the
extant guidelines,” the spokesperson for ministry said.
The aviation industry logged
its lowest passenger growth rate
since June 2014 in March this
year, according to the monthly
traffic report of Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA).
With just 0.14% growth in air
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The civil aviation ministry has said that Jet Airways will get the
slots back when the airline resumes operations.

travellers in March, the growth
rate continued a trend that
began in January when the
numbers stayed in single digits.
“Passenger growth has been
on a downward spiral since January due to capacity crunch and
high airfares. Ban on Boeing 737
(MAX), airspace restrictions following border tensions, and
grounding of flights by Jet saw
airfares in March shoot up by
20-45% y-o-y (year-on-year). All
this has impacted the travel
trends of a price sensitive market like India,” said Aloke Bajpai, chief executive officer
(CEO) and co-founder of ixigo.
Airlines have already
announced additional flights
and have applied for approval of
DGCA.
While no numbers were given
on Tuesday for how many slots
were reassigned, budget carrier
SpiceJet said it will launch 28
new flights connecting Mumbai
and Delhi with other cities on
its domestic network from April
26.
“Of these, 14 will connect
Mumbai, eight will connect
Delhi while the rest will connect

AFP

THE MINISTRY HAS
FORMED A COMMITTEE
WITH OFFICIALS FROM
DGCA, AAI, PRIVATE
AIRLINES AND SLOT
COORDINATORS FOR THE
ALLOCATION OF SLOTS
the two metros. All the new
flights are effective April 26,”
said the airline in a statement.
In addition, SpiceJet has further announced a slew of new
non-stop international flights
to Hong Kong, Jeddah, Dubai,
Colombo, Dhaka, Riyadh, Bangkok and Kathmandu from the
Mumbai effective May-end.
Shilpa Bhatia chief sales and
revenue officer, SpiceJet, said,
“We hope these new flights will
help minimise passenger inconvenience caused as a result
shortage of capacity in the
Indian aviation market.”
IndiGo has also strengthened
domestic connectivity from
Delhi and have introduced daily
direct flights to and from Allahabad, Bhopal and Patna.

Sri Lanka attacks may affect tourism
Faizan Haider
n

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The bombing of
churches and hotels in Sri Lanka
on Sunday by suicide bombers,
which killed 321 people, will have
an impact on the number of
Indian tourists planning to visit
the country during the summer
vacation, according to executives in the travel industry.
Safety is the main concern
now, these people added.
“Sri Lanka has been a popular
choice among Indian travellers
seeking a quick international
getaway, especially during long
weekends. Our data shows that
Colombo was a top pick for travellers from cities such as Bengaluru, even for this Easter long
weekend. Following the attacks,
we have seen a 17% dip in enquiries. We anticipate the current
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Our data shows that
Colombo was a top
pick for travellers from
cities such as Bengaluru,
even for this Easter long
weekend. Following the
attacks, we have seen a
17% dip in enquiries.
ALOKE BAJPAI, CEO, ixigo

unrest in the region will lead to a
temporary slowdown of tourist
inflow in Sri Lanka,” said Aloke
Bajpai, chief executive officer
(CEO) and co-founder, ixigo, a
travel portal.
According to Balu Ramachandran, head of air and distribution, Cleartrip, Sri Lanka has

gained in popularity as an
extended-weekend holiday
option and sees high interest
from travellers all year round.
“At this point of time, Sri
Lanka is among the leading summer destinations as observed in
Cleartrip’s summer travel
report 2019. With the unfortunate incident, travel will get
affected but hopefully the security situation will be addressed
quickly,” he said.
According to an airline official, cheap tickets and the short
journey from India has made Sri
Lanka the priority for Indian
tourists .
Flights to and from Sri Lanka
are always full, this person
added, asking not to be named.
“We unequivocally condemn
the acts of violence in Sri Lanka
and stand in solidarity with the
people of the Island Nation. Our

customers who are currently
on tour are accounted for and
safe, as also our people across
our Thomas Cook Sri Lanka
teams and our subsidiary Luxe
Asia. We are in constant touch
with our customers for reassurance and to ensure their safe
return
to their home stations,” said
Madhavan Menon, chairman
and managing director, Thomas
Cook India Group
Daniel D’souza, president and
country head, leisure, SOTC
Travel said, “The safety of our
customers remains SOTC’s foremost priority. We are monitoring the situation and are in touch
with our customers and partners
to ensure their safety. “
“In case of the future bookings
the same would be taken in the
best interest of our customers”,
D’souza added.

P&G India under probe for
not passing on GST benefits

TWITTER POSTS
18% INCREASE
IN Q1 REVENUE

Gireesh Chandra Prasad

Reuters
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NEW DELHI: Consumer goods

NEW YORK: Twitter Inc. on Tues-

maker P&G India is facing an
investigation into complaints of
profiteering on some of its products on which tax rates were
reduced in 2017, a person
informed about the development
said.
The probe seeks to find if the
company fully passed on the benefit of tax cuts to consumers after
the federal indirect tax body the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council made large-scale tax cuts
on items such as shampoos, cosmetics, hair oil and groceries
from 28% to 18% in November
2017.
A P&G spokesperson said in a
statement to Mint that the company has passed on the net benefit
to consumers. “As a responsible
corporate, P&G has always been
committed to passing the net benefit of GST rate reduction to the
consumers. We have passed the
net benefit and communicated
the same via advertising in mass
media to help increase awareness
with the consumers, shoppers
and retailers,” said the statement.
The spokesperson also said
that the company will continue to
co-operate with authorities.
“We will continue to cooperate
with the authorities in this matter and provide clarifications. We
hope that the concerned authorities will appreciate the procedure
followed to pass on the GST benefit and will take a just view of the

day posted better-than-expected
first-quarter revenue and a surprise rise in the number of
monthly active users, a sign that
the social media platform may be
on a sustainable path after a year
of stagnant user growth.
The company’s quarterly
monthly active user (MAU) count
rose 9 million to reach 330 million
from previous quarter, while
analysts on average had expected
318.8 million, a loss of 2.2 million
users, according to IBES data
from Refinitiv.
Twitter, which has been focusing on improving the quality of its
platform by removing thousands
of spam and suspicious accounts,
would no longer disclose MAUs
from next quarter.
Instead, it plans to only provide the number of “monetizable” daily active users, a metric
the company created to measure
only users exposed to advertising
on a daily basis.
Monetizable daily active users
or mDAU rose to 134 million in the
first quarter, up 12% from a year
ago, Twitter said. For the first
quarter of 2019, Twitter’s revenue
rose 18% from a year ago to $787
million, surpassing Wall Street
expectations of $776.1 million.
Revenue was boosted by ad sales
that also jumped 18% to $679 million. In the US, ad revenue rose by
26% year-on-year, thanks to its
video ad formats that continued
to show strength in 2019.
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The probe seeks to find if P&G fully passed on the benefit of tax cuts
to consumers after GST was cut to 18% on some item.
BLOOMBERG

matter,” said the spokesperson. A
PTI report on Tuesday said citing
people in know of the matter that
the investigation arm of National
Anti-profiteering authority
(NAA) has found P&G India as
not having passed on GST rate cut
benefits to the tune of about ₹250
crore by commensurate price
cuts.
GST law requires businesses
and merchants to fully pass on
the benefit of tax reduction or
availability of input tax credits to
consumers. Experts said that
though unintentional, large corporations which regard their reputation dear, are often found on
the wrong side of the law for technical challenges in immediate
compliance after a tax rate cut is
announced.
Packaged consumer goods

companies typically face a major
logistic challenge. They have a
diverse product portfolio and
each of their product will be sold
in different quantities. They also
have a large supply chain comprising super stockists, distributors, stockists and retailers,
which make it difficult to change
the prices on all the products
already in the supply chain
immediately after the tax rate cut
announcement.
“For large FMCG companies
having multiple stock keeping
units (SKUs) and elongated distribution channels, it is difficult
to fulfil the anti-profiteering
requirements at each SKU level.
However, the legislation mandates the need to pass on the benefits on each product,” said
MSMani, partner, Deloitte India.
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GearingupfortheupcomingUPSCPrelimexams2019
PREPARATION The UPSC Prelims examination is roughly a month
away which means a solid revision strategy is the need of the hour
Manoj KJha
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

With hardly any time left for the
UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Exam 2019, the stage has
arrived where revision is the
most important aspect of preparation process. Keeping the
changing pattern of Prelims
exam in mind, candidates are
required to pay more attention
on micro coverage of syllabus.
As the exam is approaching,
some of you may feel the pressure & anxiety and may have
doubts of completing the syllabus. This is quite common and
you need not to be panic. Here
are some steps to help you in
final days of preparation.
Because the syllabus is too vast,
just preparing for each subject is
not enough until and unless you
are revising them thoroughly to
get good hold on subjects.
Out of many challenges Civil
Services aspirants face during
the preparation process, one of
the key challenges is less time
and extensive syllabus that covers each and every aspect of
respective subjects. And the best
way to tackle this challenge is to
have a well-structured and organized strategy for Civil Services
Exam. Although, there is no
fixed format for revision, as it
varies from person to person, but

still there are few standard
guidelines which one should follow to excel in the exam.
THE RIGHT STRATEGY
Conceptual clarity is the first
and foremost condition in getting through the exam. So, revise
the source that already has been
studied. Some of you might feel
that even after revision, you are
not able to recall what you have
read.
This is mainly due to less
number of revisions. Though
recapitulating capacity vary
from person to person but on
average several revisions (3-4
time) are required for consolidating information in mind.
THE THREE TIER REVISION METHOD
Three Tier revision methods has
become very common amongst
IAS aspirants now. If you revise
a topic the same day when you
study it, you find it easy to revise
and grab; while on the other

THIS IS NOT THE STAGE
FOR INTRODUCTION OF
ANY NEW MATERIAL BUT
ONE NEEDS TO BE
UPDATED ABOUT
CURRENT AFFAIRS

hand if you revise that topics
after few days of studying it, it
becomes difficult to understand
and revise and consume more
time. So the three tier revision
method suggests that aspirants
should first revise the topic on
the same day, then after 3 days
and then revise the same topic at
the end of the week. This way,
you will be able to get strong hold
ontopicsand subjects which stay
in your memory for longer
period.
SHORT & CRISP NOTES
If you have been making extensive notes of each subject and
topic throughout your preparation process, then you are going
on the right track. Good job! And
if you haven’t made notes until
now, so this is the time to correct
your mistake. Read everything
whatever you have studied thoroughly, and make notes for last
minute quick revision. Although
it will take lot of time now, but
still, this is an important exercise. Make sure you make short
and crisp notes, while keeping in
mind the time constraint.
MOCK TESTS
Revision and practice of MCQs
should be given top priority as
the day of examination
approach. Practicing MCQs is
one of the best ways for consoli-
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Stay updated on current affairs and read as widely as possible

dating your knowledge. For this,
several test series are available
in the market which covers
MCQs from conceptual to
advance level, NCERTs to standard books and current affairs to
previous year UPSC questions.
For more practice you can visit
to GSSCORE institutes website

i.e.- iasscore.in. On an average
practicing at least 5000 MCQs
(100 questions/day in last 40-50
days) is required before exam to
ensure effective time management, mind-hand coordination,
clarifying doubts and adding
new facts. Where previous year
question papers help you get fair
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idea about examination pattern,
the mock tests help you assess
your preparation level and give
an idea of probable questions.
Both the exercises help you practice well and prepare for the final
quest.
ANALYZE YOUR MIS-

TAKES
Analysis of mistakes and working on them is more important
than taking new tests without
analysis. If you are not analysing
mistakes done in the test series,
it will not help you. Generally,
students do three types of mistakes- one conceptual, two factual and third silly.
If conceptual mistakes are
high in test, this is a serious
issue; you need to work on basics
through NCERT and standard
books. Focus on your conceptual
clarity either through detailed
study of concepts or through discussion with teacher or with
your fellows. Clarification
through discussion is more effective if wasteful talks are not your
area of discussion.
To avoid factual mistakes,
you need to work more on current affairs and revise them several times. You can learn facts
through techniques like
mnemonics which you did in
your school days to learn several
formulas.
Practice enables one to avoid
silly mistakes like filling wrong
bubbles, marking wrong option
and not reading the question
carefully. Therefore, practice
more.
For better result you must
take few full Mock tests in UPSC
simulation environment.
MAKE USE OF TECHNOLOGY
Now, when we have the power of

technology with us, why completely relying on hard study
material? Make good use of technology, which will save your
time as well.
Since you cannot carry your
books everywhere, you can
always google the topics which
you need to study and get in
depth information about them.
This exercise can be best done
during your travel time.
Although, it should be your regular exercise, because technology
makes us well updated; so
searching topics on google will
help you get updated information in depth.
Apart from this, you can
always watch videos of successful candidates and other educational videos related to civil services exam.
STAY UPDATED WITH
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Last, but extremely important,
stay updated with current
affairs. Do not stop reading
newspapers, editorials andmake
important notes. At this stage, I
would not suggest reading anything new in any other topic, but
current affairs need to be studied
regularly. So do revise the current affairs which you have studied and keep reading new current affairs, as this is the
dynamic portion of the syllabus
which is extremely important.
The author is a faculty member at GS
SCORE Institute, New Delhi.

Why education deserves to be India’s The vicious cycle of unpaid work is unfair
most important electoral issue?
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You may be 18, scrambling to get
into a college or hunting for a
coursethatcan helpyougeta job
quickly.Youmaybeayoungparent, worried about your child’s
admission to school or feeling
helpless with the poor attention
giventoherinschool.Youmaybe
middle aged, getting crushed by
the struggle to pay high fees for
yourchildrenorafflictedbydeep
anxiety about what they are
learning.
You maybeolder,ruminating
over how education took you
fromthebylanes ofasmalldusty
kasba(locality)totheplushgated
communityyounowlivein,with
both children earning millions.
Or you may be a concerned citizen ofanyage,worried aboutthe
state of Indian education, knowing that good education is the
foundationofagoodsocietyanda
sound democracy.
Whoever you are, you know
that education is one of the most
importantissuesforyouandthis
country. But why do you forget
that when you cast your vote?
Unless we hold our politicians to
account on education, how will
educationimprove?Howwillthis
mostimportantofissueseverget
addressed unlessthe peoplewho
aspire to govern this country
know that you will reward or
punish them decisively for what
they do on education?
Weknowourownselves—not
fully,butsomewhat.So,weknow
that paeans to the “wise Indian
voter”aremoreahomagetowhat
wewishwewereandnotwhatwe
really are. In reality, our decision-making during elections is
quasi-rational, quasi-emotional
and quite impulsive. It is driven
partlybyabest-effortassessment
oftheeffectsofgovernanceonour
lives, partly by emotional
responses to appeals to our iden-
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Education is one of the most important issues for you and this country

tity and our primeval fears, and
partly by our immediate conditions and social influences. Our
prefrontalcortex andamygdalahippocampus are locked in constantcombatinalldecision-making, and so also during voting.
This is just a “scientificy” way of
sayingthatourvotingdecisionis
human, unlike that of the feted
mythical “wise voter”.
We know intuitively—somethingthatisalsosuggestedbyscientific research—that we can
improveourdecision-makingby
deliberate effort. For example,
tools such as check-lists and
frameworks can help in some
ways, So, here is a check-list to
help you consider education in
your voting decision.
One, assess which party gives
what kind of importance to education.Doestheirmanifestohave
a detailed section on education?
Do the parties’ key leaders ever
talk about education in their
speeches? Can those leaders say
anything specific about education?Anddotheysaythosethings
often? Trivialities like “we will
distribute laptops” don’t count;
laptopsarenoteducation.Nordo

banalities,like“weareverycommitted to education”.
Two, assess the parties’ basic
approach to education. Are they
clearlycommittingthattheywill
substantially raise public
expenditure on education? And
will invest in and improve the
public education system? And
will ensure that every child and
young person gets high-quality
education? “Every child and
young person” is the key here—
not merely high quality. Ensuring equity forces education systems to be high-quality.
Three, assess the trackrecord
of these parties over the past 5-10
years. Most parties have been in
power, if notat the centre thenin
thestates.Didtheyimproveanything in education during their
tenure? Don’t get misled by
superficial matters; did they
make real efforts to improve the
life and learning of each student
in the public (government)
schools and colleges?
Four, assess the candidates
that you must choose from—
througheducation.Their educational background doesn’t matter,butwhethertheyaretruthful
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aboutit does.If theyortheirfamilymembers“own”andruneducationinstitutions,beverysuspicious.Itisunlikelythatsuchpeople will have any real
commitmenttoimprovingeducation for all. The few exceptions
can be identified by the reputation of their institutions—commercially oriented or truly educationally committed. Most will
be the former, and then you vote
for their owners at the peril of
everyone’s education.
Five, assess the candidates
thatyouhavetochoosefrom—on
education. Grill them on how
they will improve public education. Don’t bother about private
institutions; if they ensure that
public institutions improve, all
institutions will improve. Ask
themafewthingsabouttheirconstituency. How many anganwadis, schools and colleges are
there? By when will all schools
and colleges have a good teacher
for each class and each subject?
Don’t give any weight to their
excuses if they say that many of
theseare statesubject matters—
MembersofParliamenthavethe
clout to make a real difference.

to wonder about the intensity of
the issue.

letters@hindustantimes.com

There is an interesting anecdote
that a participant shared in one
of my workshops. She and her
husband would leave every day
for work together and come back
together. On reaching back
home, as they entered home, her
husband would casually ask“What’s for dinner” before proceeding to kick off his shoes, pick
up the newspaper and sit on his
favourite couch….
And this is only one rendition
of the same story. Most working
woman seem to face this.
Despite a full day’s work, they
continue to be well adjusted
daughters-in-law, attentive
wives, loving mothers, chefs,
tutors, domestic engineers,
home managers etc. So, a working woman today fulfils multiple
roles leading to what is called as
“Unpaid work”.
Data shows an average Indian
woman spends 348 minutes
every day doing unpaid work
while a man hardly spends 51.8
minutes on such work. Ever
wonder why there is no term like
a ‘Working Man’?
This concept of unpaid work
is a direct outcome of social conditioning that says that men are
the primary bread winners and
women are the primary care givers. It starts early and the inputs
are both overt and subtle. Children observe and learn about
stereotyped gender roles from
families, societyaround and educational institutes.
Poems like ‘Mummy ji ki roti
gol, papa ji ka paisa gol’ or sending sons for sports classes while
daughters are taught arts and
music are perpetrators of this
mindset.
Even in households where
daughters are educated and
expected to pursue careers,
they’re expected to do that tiny
bit more to help with household
chores. Hence, generations get
conditioned to accept the stereo-
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More women are joining the workforce now

type of women being primarily
responsible and accountable for
household responsibilities.
With awareness and evolution, while women are getting
educated, joining the workforce
and doing well, the expectation
that they will continue to be primary if not be the only caregivers has not changed.
The issue of unpaid work by
women across the society is a
serious concern with significant
implications.
First implication is linear, it
puts physical and mental stress
on women, leading to questions
on career continuity.
Here I would like to differentiate between career intentionality and career continuity. No
young women professional with
years of hard work and degrees
joins the workforce with an
intent to leave without fulfilling
her career aspirations. However, the sheer stress of managing both professional and unappreciated unrecognised unpaid
work often plays a strong role in
the decision to take a break.
Studies also reveal a mother
with 1 childis 18% more stressed,
while one with 2 children is 40%
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more stressed than other people.
This is because when a mother
comes home from work, she’s
expected to help with her children’s homework, ensure their
emotional and physical wellbeing, provide them adequate
attention.
Most mothers reveal they
have very little time for themselves.
Secondly, it continues to perpetuate the social conditioning
and gender bias. When a child
sees the mother continue to do
more household work than the
father, that is what the child will
learn and perpetuate as an adult,
at home and at the workplace.
Issues on “career continuity”
are touted as reasons for not hiring women, not considering
them permanent or “leadership
material”, and even for gender
pay gap.
Lastly, it is leading to a disturbing trend on society where
women are questioning the
impact of marriage and motherhood on careers.
When a young trainee articulates that a lot of senior women
role models are single or
divorced or childless one starts

A PRACTICAL WAY TO A
GENDER-EQUAL SOCIETY
It is a cultural issue that society
can solve. Everyone has a role to
play. Every individual, family,
society, organisation.
Families being the smallest
unit of society can make a significant difference by espousing‘gender neutral’ parenting.
While, most families today want
to provide equally for both the
sexes but they must realise and
remove the subtle cues that
might exist.
Long term effect yes, but
worth the effort. So ensuring
both sons and daughters get
truly equal opportunities of education, get trained in household
work and take their fair share of
home and outdoor responsibilities. Schools can play a role by
building gender equality and
equal opportunity in their
approach.
Just like “Good touch bad
touch” is being taught in school,
gender equality also needs to
find a place. Sessions to sensitise
both boys and girls, ensuring
any and every touchpoint with
the student is gender bias free
would have a transformational
effect.
Lastly, organisations can
encourage equal participation of
both men and women by deploying gender neutral policies and
informal norms. For instance,
maternity and paternity leaves
or “parental leaves”. Sabbaticals
for parents with children in class
XII and so on.
These would address career
continuity. Unpaid work is
something that we can’t ignore.
Recognizing it and solving for it
will have a far reaching positive
impact on the society. So next
time you are asked ‘What’s for
dinner?’ you know that the issue
is more than today’s meal!
The author is founder & Managing
Partner, Marching Sheep

What arrival of bots means for hospitality Sports as an interface for mental health
Aditi Balbir
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Talks of automation and the
interventionofrobotsinhospitality management has been a
much-talked about topic in the
last couple of years. In fact, a
famous New York-based hotel is
considering the use of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) for their
check-in and check-out processes. Come to think of it, it will
never be a good idea. Not to
demeanthestrengthsoftechnology in the times we live in, but
robots can never aid in the
advancement of the hospitality
industry due to a number of reasons. Taking the case of the
check-inandcheck-outprocesses
alone, an AI will never be able to
handle last-minute crises that
could arise due to a change of
preference by the guest, for
instance, or a host of other possibilities that may arise. Most
importantly, robots can never
helpinmanagingthemostunpredictablesituationsinhospitality,

n

Guest experience is going to get more important

wherein crisis management can
bebestdonebyhumanswhohave
both the experience and a sound
knowledge of how to solve such
problems.
One of the most important
aspects of the hospitality sector,
just as the name suggests, is how
hospitable any resort, hotel or
homestay can be towards its
guests. And no one knows it better than the hospitality manage-

ISTOCKPHOTO

mentgraduateswhodon’tjustget
the training for it, but are also
sharpenedintheirskillsthrough
yearsofexperience inpracticing
it.In an age wherein travellers
have evolved into explorers,
everyleadingplayerintheworld
ofhospitalityneedstooffersomething unique to its guests—an
experience that is exclusive and
extendstheverythoughtthatsets
the respective industry player

apartfromtherestandshapesits
identity. Robots can never provide this unique experience to
travellers. Even if the most
advanced of them become capable of doing so in the future, they
wouldneverbeabletoextendthe
human warmth that amplifies a
small experience and makes it
even more beautiful.
At its very foundation, V
Resorts believes in offering travellers more than just accommodation—we make sure that our
guests take back fond memories
from the most offbeat destinations that are contributed by all
thelocalexperiencesthatweprovide at these places.
Right from the local cuisine
prepared by our local chef to the
folk performances held at our
properties, these experiences
help travellers explore each of
thesehiddenlocationsinthebest
possible ways.
That said, robots would never
be able to replace the people
behindthecreationoftheseexperiences.

Dr. Samir Parikh and Divya Jain
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Listentothecommentaryduring
asportingevent,andyou’llnotice
that the narrative is dominated
by the players’ psyche. How well
is a player performing under
pressure?Howhavepastfailures
impacted their decisions? What
doestheirbodylanguagecommunicate? Yet ironically, conversations around mental health
remainconspicuouslymissingin
the world of sports. We expect
players to be mentally strong,
and no doubt, they are! At the
frontier of human performance,
therearefewothers who possess
thesamegritandstrength.Butas
we treat our athletes as superheroes, we overlook human element–thattheytoostruggleemotionally just as everyone else.
Playingsportscomeswithpsychological challenges. Years of
effort culminate into a few defining moments and winning is the
only marker of success. Maintaining equilibrium and having

the strength to get out there day
after day can become difficult.
Addtothatthe24X7analysisand
trollingwhichhighlightthesame
mistakes over and over. Lifestyles,thoughglamorous,involve
living out of suitcases, and the
timespentwithlovedonesislacking. And then there’s the uncertainty - of being replaced, of getting injured, or retiring.
THE NEED FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL INTERVENTIONS IN SPORT
How players deal with the ups
and downs of the game, and life,
matters. Along with skill and
stamina,playerattitudesneedto
beshapedaswell.Nomatterhow
the headlines read,players must
be taught that success goes
beyondwinning.Therearemany
things in life that aren’t in our
control. Winning is one of them.
Whatisinourcontrol,andisalso
theonlythingthat matters isour
effort and sportsmanship.
For many, the line between
being a person and an athlete

become blurred. This approach
works when players are doing
well. But sport is all about navigatingthehighsandthelows,and
the lows will come. It’s here that
cracks in this approach emerge.
When the self-identity and athletic identity merge into one, “I
didn’tplaywelltoday”translates
into “I am a failure”. Downtime
for anyreason resultsin existentialdilemma.Abalance between
personalandworktimeisimperative. Players must cultivate
other interests beyond their
sport. Spending time with loved
onesisn’t awaste,andnurturing
relationshipsshouldbepriority.
Recoveryisnotonlyphysical,it’s
emotional as well. Interestingly,
oneofthemostneglectedconversations when it comes to the psychology of sports is the motivation to play. We urge you all to
think about the first time you
held a bat or kicked a ball. Why
did you start playing in the first
place? Was it for fame or for fun?
For most of us, it would be the
crack of the bat, the feeling of fly-

ingthroughtheair,offeelingfree.
It was an escape from the drudgeryoftextbooksandthechanceto
meet friends. If you want to do
wellinsports,thegreatesttipisto
just go out there and have fun.
Don’t think about whether you
win or lose or what other people
say.Beinthemomentandreconnect with the parts of the sport
you most enjoyed.
MENTAL ILLNESS IN
SPORT
Despite our best efforts, psychological strugglesareapartoflife,
and these go well beyond sports.
Be it former England team
cricket captain Andrew Flintoff
or 28-time Olympic medalist
Michael Phelps, both of whom
battled depression, no one is
immune.Themachismothatsurroundssportsoftenstopsusfrom
addressing concerns around
mental health. But the numbers
are out - one in five people in the
worldsufferfromamentalhealth
disorder, and none of us are
invulnerable.
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MOVE According to officials in the ministry of health and family welfare, this move has received a nod from the PMO
n

neetu.s@htlive.com

After heated opposition over government’s proposal to let AYUSH
practitioners practise modern
medicine, India’s policy think
tank NITI Aayog is now exploring
the option of allowing dentists to
practice family medicine through
a bridge course.
The proposal has already
received a nod from Prime Minister Office (PMO) on 9 April 2019.
According to officials in the ministry of health and family welfare,
the notion is to scale up the medical education in India. “In the
said meeting it has been inter-alia
decided to explore the option of
allowing dentists to practise family medicine/main stream medicine following a bridge course.
Accordingly, a meeting to discuss
issues on leveraging dentists to
provide primary health care
thereby reducing the gaps of current shortfall of doctors in the
country is scheduled to be held on
22 April 2019,” stated Jyoti Khattar, senior research officer
(Health) in her letter to Dental
Council of India (DCI). Mint has
reviewed the letter.
“Considering the B.D.S syllabus, course curriculum, methodology of developing clinical skills
during the training pattern of

n

The proposal has received a nod from the PMO on 9 April GETTY IMAGES

examination, there is no doubt
that graduates are completely
trained for dental /oral comprehensive health care,” said Dibyendu Mazumdar, president, Dental Council of India (DCI).
“Large number of dentist population available which are
taught basic medical subjects,
and Dentistry being a part of
allopathy it is right time for the
dental council of India to utilize
human resources for dual purpose, that is a health professional
who is capable of extending dental as well as medical health care.
Also, utmost care is taken to

the syllabus curriculum, scheme
of examination, method of evaluation, awarding degree and their
registration all these criteria will
be same as recommended for
M.B.B.S course by MCI.
As per the Union health ministry, there is less than one doctor
for every 1000 population in India
which does not meet the World
Health organisation (WHO) standards. As per WHO, the doctor
population ratio should be 1:1000.
The data also shows that more
than 65% of health professionals
are available in urban part of
India for 31% of population,
whereas in rural areas 33% of
health professionals are available for 70% of population. As on
today on yearly basis more than

15

IIT Roorkee partners with
TERI on sustainable habitat

Dentists to practice modern medicine?
Neetu Chandra Sharma

education

30,000 dentist pass, out of which
3000-4000 go for post graduate
education in country, whereas
some go abroad or practise as
dentist or some opt for different
profession. DCI also considered
the recent surveys that show that
there is lot of insecurity in graduate profession not only for this
purpose but on background of
oral health awareness ratio
among
the
Indian
population. “On the available
health care human resources
especially in terms of doctor population ratio, particularly in
rural part of India, this post BDS
Medical Bridge course will train
the dentist to avail the opportunities ” said Anil K Chandna, member, DCI.

Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) Roorkee signed an MOU
with TERI - The Energy and
Resources Institute, New Delhi.
The two institutes share areas
of mutual interest and will focus
on renewable energy, water

management, climate change,
food, environment, sustainable
habitat and sustainable
transport.
The institutes will lead
public action in these
areas.
HTC

THEY WILL FOCUS ON
RENEWABLE ENERGY,
WATER MANAGEMENT,
CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD

bridge the training gap in theory
and clinical exposure for a B.D.S
level and M.B.B.S level completely,” he said.
DCI had proposed a post B.D.S
Medical bridge course with duration of 3 years. As far as the eligibility criteria, B.D.S graduates
recognised by Dental Council of
India will only be eligible for
bridge course. The admission will
be given either through common
entrance or through cumulative
B.D.S marks or merit can be
decided considering 50% of cumulative BDS marks and 50% of common entrance. According to DCI,

SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY OF POLICE,
SECURITY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE
(Established by Govt. of Rajasthan)

Mathania Road, Daijar, Jodhpur (Raj) - 342 304

SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY OF POLICE,
SECURITY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE,
JODHPUR

Entrance Test 2019-20 For Various Courses
N4f–4* Rkkf–TRo–h4n Rm* –4)–o*V cmh5 pp4VAkm–fU prig oh 1ino LR.U prig chm RV5–nn–h4
oh oe* chffh%–4d Th(mn*n chm oe* n*nn–h4 prig8pr oemh(de R4 Rff H4V–R B4omR4T* P*nol
S.N. Name of Course
1. M.Tech. in Cyber Security

Dur. Seats
2Yrs 24

2. M.A./M.Sc in Applied
2Yrs
Criminology and Police Studies

30

3.

LLM in Criminal Law/M.A. in
Criminal Law

2Yrs

20

4.

B.A. in Social Science

3Yrs

40

5.

B.A. in Security Management

3Yrs

40

Eligibility Criteria
B.E./B.Tech in CS/ECE/IT., MCA or
M. Sc. (CS) min 55% marks
(5% relaxation for SC/ST/PH)
Graduate in any discipline with
minimum 50% marks
(5% relaxation for SC/ST/PH)
For LLM: LLB with minimum 55% Marks
For M.A.: Graduate with 5 Yrs Exp.
in Law Enforcement Agencies
(5% relaxation for SC/ST/PH)
12th in any discipline with
minimum 55% marks
(5% relaxation for SC/ST/PH)

Note: Entrance examination will be held for all the courses on the date & time in accordance
with the schedule which would be provided by the University (on the University website.)

Chm c(moe*m V*oR–fn )–n–o www.policeuniversity.ac.in

QUALITY IS NOT AN ACCIDENT…
… IT IS AN OUTCOME OF DEDICATION & COMMITMENT
JIIT Campus – Noida

• NIRF ranked amongst top public and private
engineering Institutions at all India level
continuously since 2015.
• Approved under section 3 of UGC Act 1956 as
Deemed - to-be-University
• All UG and PG programs AICTE approved.
• Accredited for quality by NAAC for 5 years.
• Experienced and qualified faculty, majority with
Ph.D and rest with PG degrees.

• Grade "A" accredited by NAAC for
5 years.
• Approved under section 2(f) of UGC Act
1956 as MP State Private University.
• Awarded "Excellent University" Award
by MP state regulator.
• Experienced and well qualified faculty
with Ph.D and PG degrees.
• Well connected from Bhopal, Indore and
Gwalior.

ADMISSIONS 2019 OPEN
FOR B.TECH & MBA PROGRAMS
IN JAYPEE UNIVERSITIES

JUIT
Campus
– Waknaghat
JUET
Campus
- Guna

• NIRF ranked amongst top all public and private
engineering institutions at all India level
continuously since 2015.
• Approved under Section 2(f) of UGC Act 1956
as HP State Private University
• Accredited by NAAC and NBA.
• Ranked best private HP State University by
Dialogue India 2018
• Experienced and qualified faculty with
Ph. D and PG degrees.

• New generation interdisciplinary UGC visited (2015) UP
State Private University.
• Academically conducive environment , located on bank of
holy river Ganga.
• Very good academic and placement performance of first
passed out batch.
• Well connected by road from Aligarh, Noida, Delhi, Meerut
and Moradabad.

JUET Campus – Guna

JU Campus – Anoopshahr

Under 5 year scheme starting 2019, 10% seats with 30% concession in academic fee (Tuition + Development) is kept for wards of Defence Personnel/
Paramilitary Forces in B.Tech programs at JUIT, JUET and JUA. Additional 5% concession in academic fee shall be available for wards of martyrs.

}

Programs
on
offer

UNIVERSITY
Jaypee Institute of Information
Technology (JIIT) Noida
Jaypee University of Information
Technology (JUIT) Waknaghat
Jaypee University of Engineering &
Technology (JUET) Guna
Jaypee University (JU) Anoopshahr

}

4 YEAR B.TECH PROGRAMS

• Merit based on JEE (Main) All India Overall Rank : 100% seats in JIIT-Noida,
80% in JUIT, Waknaghat, 50% in JUET Guna and JU Anoopshahr.

BT, CSE, ECE, IT & MBA

Eligibility
Criteria

BI, BT, CE, CSE, ECE & IT
CE, CHE, CSE, ECE & ME

Contact us at :

JIIT, Noida

JUIT, Waknaghat

2018

2019**

Highest Package (Rs. Lacs p.a.)

27

39.12

Average Package (Rs. Lacs p.a.)

4.6

5.1

Total offers (wage)

129

101

• BT Program at JIIT Noida and BT & BI at JUIT Waknaghat: 50% admissions
through 10+2 marks merit and 50% through JEE (Main) Ranks.
• MBA Program: Valid CAT/MAT/CMAT/XAT and GMAT score and graduation
with at least 50% marks.

CSE & ECE

Placements of last three years
2017

• 10+2 marks based merit : JUIT Waknaghat, JUET Guna and JU Anoopshahr.

JUET, Guna

2019**

2017

2018

JU, Anoopshahr*

2017

2018

2019** 2018

2019**

40.63

27

17.75

9

11

37

25

7

18

4.9

3.5

3.9

4

3.5

3.4

4.8

3.2

4.1

135

100

74

120

91

179

93

41

31

No. of students placed at a
package more than Rs. 10 lacs p.a.

44

52

86

2

4

–

1

5

4

–

1

No. of Companies Visited the Campus

82

126

105

93

118

85

93

140

92

83

71

JIIT, Noida : www.jiit.ac.in,
E-mail : admission@jiit.ac.in
JUIT, Waknaghat : www.juit.ac.in,
E-mail : admission@juit.ac.in
JUET, Guna : www.juet.ac.in,
E-mail : admission@juet.ac.in
JU, Anoopshahr : www.jaypeeu.ac.in,
E-mail : admission@jaypeeu.ac.in

* The University started functioning in 2014. ** Placement for 2019 Batch is in progress for all Universities.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

CSK

11

8

3

16

DC

11

7

4

14

0.181

MI

10

6

4

12

0.357

SRH 10

5

5

10

0.654

KXIP 10

5

5

10 -0.044

KKR 10

4

6

8

RR

10

3

7

6

-0.47

RCB

10

3

7

6

-0.836

L Pts NRR
0.091

-0.013

Updated till CSK-SRH match

shortstories

WatsontakesSuperKings
tovictory,sealplay-offberth
CRUISE MODE Veteran Aussie leads CSK charge with 96 after Pandey, Warner put on a century stand for visitors
Bihan Sengupta
n

MITHALI, KAUR,
MANDHANA TO
LEAD IN WT20
LONDON:Three senior Indian
players Mithali Raj, Harmanpreet
Kaur and Smriti Mandhana will
captain the three teams - Supernovas, Trailblazers and Velocity,
respectively, in the upcoming
women’s T20 exhibition matches.
Jaipur will host all four games on
the sidelines of the IPL playoffs.
The round-robin matches will be
played on May 6, 8 and 9 before
the finals on May 11. It is being
speculated that overseas players
from almost half-a-dozen
countries will take part.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Royal Challengers Bangalore v Kings XI
Punjab, live on Star Sports
1 & HD, SS 2 & HD, SS 1
Hindi, SS Hindi HD 1, SS
Select 1 & HD, SS Select 2
& HD, SS 1 Tamil, SS 1
Kannada, SS 1 Telugu, SS 1
Bangla

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE

12:15am (Thu): Wolves v
Arsenal, live on Star
Sports Select 2 & HD
12:30am (Thu): Manchester United v Manchester City, live on Star
Sports Select 1 & HD
LA LIGA

11:00pm: Atletico Madrid
v Valencia; 1:00am (Thu):
Levante v Real Betis, live
on Sony Ten 2 & HD

HOCKEY
FIH PRO LEAGUE
(WOMEN’S)

11:00pm: Germany v
Great Britain, live on Star
Sports Select 2 & HD

TENNIS
BARCELONA OPEN

2:30pm: Day 3, live on
Sony ESPN & HD

bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

CHENNAI: “Come on Chennai, let’s

n

make some noise!”
It was indeed a tough day for
the DJ at the MA Chidambaram
StadiumhereonTuesday.Urging
the crowd to back the hosts
throughout Sunrisers Hyderabad’s innings as David Warner
(57) and Manish Pandey (83*)
smashed boundaries at will, he
receivedlittleintermsofengagement from the fans. Despite the
stadium a sea of yellow as it usually is when CSK play, there was
something different — the madness that engulfs the arena was
missing.
Andfacinga176-runtarget,the
highest CSK have been asked to
scale at home this season, didn’t
help the cause either. But little
did he perhaps know that for the
second half of the night, it would
takeminimaleffortsonhispartto
keepthecrowdbuzzinginhumid
conditions. If falling to 8/1 after
threeoversraisedsomeconcerns
that the hosts were to lose their
firstgameathome,SureshRaina
and Shane Watson erased that
with two perfect T20 knocks.
Althoughthechasewentdown
to the wire, CSK never looked in
trouble, chasing down the target
with a ball to spare, reaching
176/4.
EARLY BREAKTHROUGH
After Faf du Plessis fell early,
Raina started by smashing the
second ball he faced for four and
followed it up with four boundariesandasixoffSandeepSharma
in the sixth over. He even
approached the wily Rashid
Khan in a similar manner, only
for the latter to trump him; the
leggie lured him into stepping
downthetrack.Rainamissedthe
line and keeper Jonny Bairstow
did the rest.
Watson,wholetRainadonthe
aggressor’s role until then, took
charge and toyed with the bowling, especially Sandeep Sharma
and Rashid. Though the pair
picked two wickets, it leaked 98
runs in 7.5 overs between them,
ruining the good work by Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Khaleel
Ahmed upfront.
Watson studded his knock

n

n

Shane Watson of Chennai Super Kings scored a 53-ball 96 with nine fours and six sixes to help the hosts chase down a 176-run target set by
AFP
Sunrisers Hyderabad in Chennai on Tuesday. Chennai won by six wickets to qualify for the play-offs.

with nine fours and six sixes but
by the time he fell, four short of
whatwouldhavebeenadeserved
hundred,hehadtakenthematch
beyond Hyderabad’s reach. Batting on 37 off 31 at one point, the
gear change saw him score 59 off
the last 22 balls he faced — an
onslaughtthatseemedtodisrupt
everything stand-in skipper
Bhuvneshwar had in store.
Earlier, while it was a grand
startforthehosts,Pandeyturned
the script in style by joining
Warner. Neither took too long to
shrug off the early jitters as they
lofted Harbhajan Sngh for two
towering sixes in the fourth over
and then smashed Deepak Chahar for two boundaries in the
fifth. The intent was there for
everyonetosee.Onthelow-scor-

khurram.habib@htlive.com

n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In 2017, soon after

KOLKATA: Kolkata Knight Riders

India’s Champions Trophy final
loss,skipperViratKohlihadsaid
hewasdraftinginKuldeepYadav
becauseawrist-spinner’s ability
to attack can get wickets in limited-overs cricket. The defeat to
Pakistan had been compounded
by a loss of faith in finger-spinners R Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja, after their combined
0/137 in 18 overs at The Oval.
However, two years on and
withtheWorldCuplooming,chinaman bowler Kuldeep is strugglingtotakewickets,hisforteand
raison d’etre. Though the India
teammanagementdidn’tgiveIPL
weightage, the 24-year-old won’t
beboostedbythevoteofno-confidence by Dinesh Karthik, his
Kolkata Knight Riders skipper.
Karthik didn’t pick him in the
last match against Sunrisers
Hyderabad, saying he was kept
out due to poor form. “Kuldeep
hasnotbeenbowlingaswellashe
would have liked, and as we
wouldhaveliked.Hedidn’tstand
up for us in the previous game
(4-0-59-1 in the loss to RCB).”
Numbers prove Karthik’s
point. In the previous two IPLs,
Kuldeep was KKR’s top spinner
with Sunil Narine, picking 12
wickets (12 games) in 2017 and 17
wickets (16 games) last year.
Whileheconcededruns,theaverage(runs/wicket)wascreditable.

(KKR) coach Jacques Kallis said
ineffective bowling has cost
them in the IPL.
“I think the frustrating part
for us has been not taking wickets. If you don’t take wickets up
front, you are under pressure. I
think we have probably taken
20-21 wickets (at the top of the
order) in 10 games (KKR have
taken 35 wickets in all in IPL 12)
that we have played which has
put us under a lot pressure… The
key for us will be to take a few
more wickets up front and make
the life a little bit easier in the
middle,” he said, speaking to
reporters at Eden Gardens here
on Tuesday.
Kallis said the boys “are frustrated” but confident of doing the
“little things” right that will give
them a chance of winning their
remaining four matches and
making the playoffs. KKR host
Rajasthan Royals on Thursday.
KKR, Kallis said, have not discussed the option of replacing
skipper Dinesh Karthik.
“We haven’t discussed it, nor
it been brought up. So now
there’s been no talk about that.
No.”
On the contentious issue of
promoting Andre Russell in the
batting order, Kallis said: “In
hindsight, maybe we could have
sent him a bit earlier (against
SRH). But it certainly hadn’t
been one of our plans. But if such
a situation arises, then it’s something that we will think of.”
“Now we’re going to perhaps
try one of two things a little differently. But having said that, we
lost wickets in the last game at
crucial stages. I think 160 wasn’t
a bad score.”
And to go forward, KKR are
looking back. Kallis referred to 9
successive wins on way to the
2014 IPL title in a bid to say all is
not lost despite losing five in a
row and six overall this term. In
the same sentence, Kallis also
said “it’s almost like there is no
tomorrow.”

Kuldeep has managed just four wickets in 9 matches for KKR.

HT

bowler.Learningtorestrictisthe
need of the hour but come the
World Cup, he should be back to
his old ways.”
Dinesh Karthik too says, “We
had to give him a break and get
him back fresh.”
CONFIDENCE COUNTS
Kuldeepisknownasaconfidence
player, on a high when taking
wickets but looking jaded when
hit. Chahal can keep his wits
about and return aggressively.
InSouthAfricaearlylastyear,
he was unplayable in the first
three ODIs. But after he was
attacked by Heinrich Klaasen in
thefourthgame,hedidn’tlookas
effective.
Kuldeep’s childhood coach
Kapil Pandey blames batting
pitches and fatigue.
“Somewicketsheisplayingon
are very flat where even the best
can suffer. So flight, his strong
point, hasn’t been as effective.
But the World Cup will be different. Also, he has been playing
non-stop. Once he gets a break,
he’ll return to the way he had
been bowling and taking wickets,” Pandey says.

scorecard

ing pitch, as suggested by earlier
matchesthisseason,getasmany
runs on board in the powerplay.
Unlike his dismal shows with
the bat so far this season, having
scored 54 in five innings, Pandey
tookamoreaggressiveapproach,
theonethathadbroughthimtwo
centuries in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali tournament this season with
Karnataka.
Reaching50in25deliveries,he
proved an able ally for Warner,
who notched his seventh halfcentury of the IPL. It was the
72-ball115-runstandbetweenthe
twothatlaidtheplatformforSunrisers,andalthoughtheyhadput
enough on the board by Chepauk’sstandards,thehostsknew
exactlywhatwasrequiredtosail
through.

HT Correspondent

IPL STRUGGLES
This season, while all KKR spinners are struggling, Kuldeep’s
four scalps in nine games (in 33
overs) looks worse due to the
average (71.5). Since his limitedoversdebut,Kuldeephasformed
a potent force with leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal, vindicating
India’s faith in wrist-spin. However, his form has been on the
wane for a while.
Last year in the ODI series in
England,Indiawaxedandwaned
with Kuldeep. And Joe Root’s
mastery unlocked the youngster’s mystery a bit. His sensational 6/25 led to victory in the

bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

BENGALURU:Their chances hang

Khurram Habib

first game but a 3/68 at Lord’s
couldn’t prevent defeat. In the
decider at Leeds, Root hit an
unbeaten100,wearingdownKuldeepbylinkingtechniquetoriskfreebatting.Kuldeep’s0/55stood
out in the eight-wicket loss.
In last month’s Australia
series at home, he again began
well,gettingUsmanKhawajaand
Peter Handscomb in the first
gametohelpIndiawin.Butasthe
five-gameseriesprogressed,both
read him better, came down the
trackandusedthesweepwell.He
seemed surprised, and with his
role as wicket-takerdiminished,
he became a bit of a liability.
Soon after the series, Kuldeep
said he was also learning to bowl
a restrictive line. The effort
seemsto havestarted toocloseto
the World Cup, but former India
leg-spinner Narendra Hirwani,
who has coached him at the
National Cricket Academy, isn’t
too worried. “The batsmen have
read him well, but don’t think
thereismuchtoworry.Heisabit
jadedaftersomanygamesonthe
trot. Just needs a break, this can
happen to anyone; he’ll come
back strong. He is a champion

AFP

Bihan Sengupta

Not taking wickets
upfront have hurt
KKR, says Kallis

n

Death bowling has been RCB’s problem this season.

Bowling worries
for RCB, KXIP

X-factor Kuldeep looks to
recharge before World Cup
n

ht20

n

Sunrisers Hyderabad

n

Chennai Super Kings

D Warner st Dhoni b Harbhajan
57 (45)

S Watson c B’stow b Bhuvi 96 (53)

J Bairstow c Dhoni b Harbhajan
0 (2)

S Raina st Bairstow b Rashid
38 (24)

M Pandey not out

A Rayudu c Shankar b Sandeep
21 (25)

83 (49)

V Shankar c Jadeja b Chahar
26 (20)
Y Pathan not out
5 (4)
n Extras (lb 1, w 4)
5
n Total (3 wickets; 20 overs)
175
n FoW: 1-5, 2-120, 3-167
n Bowling: D Chahar 4-0-30-1,
Harbhajan 4-0-39-2, R Jadeja
4-0-33-0, D Bravo 4-0-35-0, I Tahir
4-0-38-0

F du Plessis run out

K Jadhav not out

1 (7)

11 (10)

D Bravo not out
0 (0)
n Extras (b 4, lb 3, w 2)
9
n Total (4 wickets; 19.5 Overs) 176
n FoW: 1-3, 2-80, 3-160, 4-175
n Bowling: B Kumar 4-1-18-1, K
Ahmed 4-0-26-0, Shakib Al Hasan
4-0-27-0, Sandeep 3.5-0-54-1,
Rashid Khan 4-0-44-1

by a thread, but if Royal Challengers Bangalore believe they
might just scrape through to the
play-offs, this is their moment to
give it their all.
When a side’s best run in 10
games is a two-match winning
streak, it depicts the season it
has had. But morale-boosting
wins over Kolkata Knight Riders and Chennai Super Kings
have helped build some momentum, which they would like to
take advantage of when they
meet Kings XI Punjab on
Wednesday.
And for once, RCB will step
on the field in a better run of
form than their opponents this
season.
While three wins in the last
five matches have helped RCB
give their fans something to
cheer about, three losses from
five games have left Kings XI
Punjab in a daze after their fantastic start.
FAMILIAR FOES
But the two names the visitors
would bank on to help them
return to winning ways are
familiar with conditions here.
It’s KL Rahul’s home and Chris
Gayle featured for RCB in seven
editions of the IPL before moving to Kings XI Punjab last year.
Both KXIP openers are in top
form and would want to take full
advantage against a bowling
attack which is yet to win them
a game.
Although Dale Steyn’s inclusion lent some stability in the
powerplays, it’s the death overs
where RCB bowlers have been
consistently sloppy.

HEAD TO HEAD
Kings XI
Punjab

Royal Challengers
Bangalore

12

11
Total
matches

23

Mahendra Singh Dhoni
tossed them around in their last
game at the Chinnaswamy Stadium, picking 24 off the last over
bowled by Umesh Yadav. However, it wasn’t the worst Royal
Challengers Bangalore had
faced at home this season.
Andre Russell had smashed 28
off an over to help Kolkata
Knight Riders scale a 206-run
target with five balls to spare
despite 66 being required off the
last four overs.
RUN FEAST
Despite AB de Villiers and Virat
Kohli not having the best of
tournaments, the side has managed to post decent totals, but
their bowlers have not done
enough to defend those scores.
It’s a similar problem in the
opposition dugout as well.
Although Mohammed Shami
and Ravichandran Ashwin have
chipped away with wickets,
among those to have played at
least five matches this season,
only leg-spinner Murugan Ashwin and his skipper have an
economy rate of less than eight.
With the form unlikely to
improve drastically under the
lights with dew expected on
Wednesday, it’s expected to be a
run-fest between the two lowertable sides.

facetoface
DALE STEYN, South Africa and RCB fast bowler

In first six overs, doesn’t matter
if you are bowling in T20 or ODI
Bihan Sengupta
n

just think they needed somebody of senior stature to help
them, to look up to. In batting,
you have two of the greatest
batsmen the game has seen in
ABD and Virat Kohli. There are
great bowlers, but in terms of
IPL you are always looking for
someone who has done phenomenally well; maybe to not
just lead the attack but in terms
of thinking, planning and
everything like that. It’s nice to
come in and it just feels like
there’s almost a father-figure
around… There are a lot of
young fast bowlers who have
immense talent but don’t know
how to use it. In the last two
games the guys have really
come out of their shell and
bowled phenomenally well. It
feels like there’s almost a
relief… they don’t have to take
any blame.

bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

BENGALURU :It has been a dream
start for Dale Steyn on his
return to IPL and Royal Challengers Bangalore. Arriving
mid-season as injury replacement for Aussie Nathan Coulter-Nile, the seasoned South
Africa speedster has shown a
Midas touch, helping his struggling team win two games in a
row. Steyn, 35, who took two
wickets each in the powerplay
overs of both matches, spoke a
day before his side face Kings XI
Punjab at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium.
Excerpts:

How does it feel coming back to
IPL and RCB?
I haven’t been in IPL for a couple of years now … Got one or
two serious injuries during the
IPL period so I missed it. But it’s
great to be back. The two games
I’ve played so far have been
exhilarating. Watching Andre
Russell hit the ball out of the
ground, and the other night
with (MS) Dhoni almost pulling
a rabbit out of the hat and yet we
won by a run with a run out, it’s
amazing. It feels like the whole
course has changed for my
entire year of cricket already.

You couldn’t have asked for a better start …
Yes, (but) I don’t really mind
how things go, but I try and
make a difference on and off the
field. Cricket is such a strange
game; you can do extremely
well with the ball and not get the
rewards; and you can bowl bad
balls and still pick wickets.

How difficult is it to recover from
injuries at your age?
I’ve been fortunate that for the
better part of 10 years I never
had any injuries. I was a fit

n

Dale Steyn has taken four wickets for Royal Challengers Bangalore
in two matches in the IPL 2019.
AFP

cricketer all my life and knew I
would always come back. After
a broken shoulder that took
nearly a year to recover, I had
rotten luck to come back and
land on a foot hole, which was
my bowling foot, and that
required about three months.
There’s a big World Cup coming
up and I’ve been pretty fit and
firing for the last one-and-ahalf-years now.

How does quality of bowlers in IPL
compare with other leagues?
It’s tough because the conditions here are batter-friendly.
There’s not a lot of seam movement or pace, and there could
sometimes be a bit of spin as the
tournament goes on and the
pitches become more worn. In
general, if you can account for
these factors, you can be a
superb player.

How about Kagiso Rabada?
Kagiso has been phenomenal.
Having not toured India a lot in
his young career, he seems to be
a level ahead of where some
other bowlers are right now.
And that’s including some of
the great Indian players like
your Bumrahs and everyone
who are superb bowlers; but
just looks like KG has gotten on
to something that everybody
else hasn’t right now. I’m a big
fan of fast bowlers, love watching someone like Bumrah,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and others bowl from across the world.

Do you approach T20 bowling differently?
For the first six overs it doesn’t
matter whether you are playing
T20 or ODI. You’re only allowed
six players outside the ring. So,
you have to be quite aggressive
in mindset. As an opening
bowler you might go for some
runs with the field in, but if you
can be smart and use unorthodox fields, you can get away
with certain things; maybe
even buy a wicket. The
approach is pretty much the
same for the first six overs. You
want to bring in three dismissals — caught behind, lbw,
bowled — and try and restrict
the runs. Then your approach
can be different according to
what the captain wants.

RCB’s bowlers seem transformed
since you joined. You spoke to
them?

How important is it to carry good
IPL form into the World Cup?

Not really. I’ve watched them at
the nets and they have had
questions on how to swing the
ball, what the mindset is. But I

I just need to be fit. Going to a
World Cup, playing for South
Africa, we have got some tremendous players.
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For Sri Lankan cricketers, a narrow escape, a day of mourning
Rex Clementine
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan cricketer
Dasana Shanaka is still in
shock.On Sunday, at 8:45 in the
morning, when a blast ripped
through the St Sebastian’s
Church in Negombo, the sound
of the explosion deafened Shanaka, whose home is a few minutes walk from the church.
His mother and grandmother, he knew, were in the
church, which was packed for
Easter Sunday service when a

suicide bomber detonated himself inside.“I would have
attended Easter service too,”
Shanaka says, “but I thought I
would go later in the evening
because I was tired after a long
road trip.”Moments after the
explosion, he ran towards the
church, in search of his mother
and grandmother.“I could see
bodies all over the Church and I
feared for the worst,” Shanaka
says.
COMING TO RESCUE
Shanaka found his mother out-

side the church—she had been
standing near a window, and
was protected from the main
impact of the blast—and guided
her away from the scene. She
told Shanaka that his grandmother was inside when the
bomb went off, and he ran back
in. He did not expect to find her
alive.
She had, miraculously, survived. The blast had hit and
killed people around her, and
she had been protected by the
bodies of others.
“I took them both to the

nearby hospital,” Shanaka says.
“But it was full, and so I went to
another hospital.
“Both were discharged
today,” Shanaka, who has
played three Tests, 19 ODIs and
27 T20Is for Sri Lanka, said. “My
grandmother had to undergo
surgery as she had shrapnel in
her head while my mum is
receiving treatment as she has
problem with hearing.”
On Tuesday, Shanaka
attended the funeral service for
those killed at the church—
more than a 100 people are

believed to have died at St
Sebastian, perhaps the highest
single casualty among the six
churches and hotels that were
targeted by suicide bombers.
More than 320 people are
believed dead overall.
“I am just shocked and at a
loss for words as the funerals of
so many people known to me are
taking place. Two of my class
mates died from the attack,” he
said.Shanaka is Buddhist, but
his mother is Catholic. The Sri
Lankan all-rounder, like people
of many different faiths often do

in Sri Lanka, attends church
regularly.At the capital
Colombo, St Anthony’s shrine,
in the heart of the city, was also
targeted.
Angelo Mathews, who is in
Sri Lanka’s World Cup squad,
frequently attends service
there, as do former teammates
Ajantha Mendis and Chaminda
Vaas, who say they go there
every Tuesday, a day dedicated
to Sri Lanka’s favourite Saint.
The church is devoted to a
Catholic monk who lived in the
12th century in Padua, Italy.

›

My grandmother had to
undergo surgery as she had
shrapnel in her head while my mum
is receiving treatment as she has
problem with hearing.

DASUN SHANAKA, Sri Lanka bowler

“I am shocked at what has
just happened and lost for
words,” Mathews says. Former
captain Sanath Jayasuriya, who
practices Buddhism, is also a

regular. “I was supposed to go to
St. Anthony’s Sunday evening.
I usually try to go at a time when
there’s not much crowd,” Jayasuriya says.

Sindhu, Saina
look to end
54-year title wait
Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

WUHAN(CHINA):A week’s rest after
three back-to-back tournaments,
Olympic medallists PV Sindhu
and Saina Nehwal will now train
their eyes on ending India’s
54-year-old title jinx at the Badminton Asia Championships,
beginning here on Wednesday.
It was Dinesh Khanna, who
had become the men’s singles
winner at the Asian Championships in 1965. Last year, HS Prannoy and Saina Nehwal won
bronze medals in their respective
categories.
Two-time Commonwealth
Games gold medallist Saina had
won two more bronze medals at
the event in 2010 and 2016 while
Sindhu clinched a bronze at the
2014 event in South Korea.
The duo will have their task
cut out in a draw which boasts the
likes of Akane Yamaguchi, Chen
Yufei, Ratchanok Intanon among
others even though defending
champion Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei has withdrawn.
Sindhu had reached her second semi-final this season at the
Singapore Open before her meltdown against Japan’s Nozomi
Okuhara.
At the same event, Saina perished in the quarterfinals after
going down in straight games to
the same opponent.

Sindhu, who had won the
BWF World Tour Finals in
December, will look for her
maiden title of the season when
she begins her campaign against
Japan’s Sayaka Takahashi.
A win is likely to pit Sindhu
against Pornpawee Chochuwong, who had beaten Saina at the
Malaysia Open. The Indian is
expected to stave off the challenge
which will bring her face to face
with South Korean Sung Ji Hyun,
who has beaten her twice this
year.
Saina is the only Indian to win
a title this year at the Indonesia
Masters and finished in the quarterfinals after fighting through a
pancreatic problem. She missed
two tournaments before making
a comeback in Malaysia.
Though she lost in the first
round to Chochowong in Kuala
Lumpur, Saina avenged her loss
to the Thai player at Singapore.
The 29-year-old from Hyderabad, seeded seventh, will begin
her quest for a second title against
China’s Han Yue and is likely to
clash with Yamaguchi of Japan in
the quarterfinals.
In men’s singles, Kidambi Srikanth will face Indonesian Shesar Hiren Rhustavito in the
opener and is likely to take on
Tien Minh Nguyen next. He is
expected to clash with Olympic
champion Chen Long of China in
the quarterfinals.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

18

sport

hindustantimes

H INDUSTA N TIMES, C H A N D I G AR H
WE DNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019

Bajrang wins gold, Rana silver
ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS Wrestler rallies from 2-7 deficit to add to his Commonwealth and Asian Games gold medals
HT Correspondent
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Bajrang Punia left it

late before making a stunning
comeback to beat Kazakhstan’s
Sayatbek Okassov in the 65kg
freestyle final for his second
gold medal at the Asian Wrestling Championships in Xi’an,
China on Tuesday.
With just over a minute left
on the clock, Bajrang was trailing 2-7 against the Asian Games
bronze medallist, his title hopes
fading. It was here that Bajrang
showed urgency and launched
an all-out attack. A sharp leg
attack saw Bajrang bring down
Sayatbek for a two point takedown. He then got a firm hold of
Sayatbek and flipped him
thrice. At the end, the Kazakh
was left stunned with little time
to reverse the 12-7 scoreline.
This was Bajrang’s fifth
medal at the Asian Championships. He had won the 65kg title
at home in 2017 but could manage only bronze last year in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. India won
two more medals on the opening
day with Parveen Rana winning
silver in 79kg and Satyawart
Kadian bronze in 97kg. Rajneesh bowed out in the 70kg first
round, losing to Yones Aliakbar
Emamichoghaei of Iran on technical superiority.
All eyes were on India’s world
No 1, who cruised through his
bouts till the final.
The Asian Games champion
had conceded just one point in
his previous three bouts. He
opened with a technical superiority win over Charles Fern of
Sri Lanka before thrashing Peyman Biabani of Iran 6-0. Bajrang
won the semi-final against
Uzbekistan’s Sirojiddin Khasanov 12-1.
In the final, though, Bajrang
met a strong contender in Sayatbek, who had done his homework on the Indian. Leg defence
has been an area of concern, and
Bajrang had spoken of tightening his technique before the
tournament.
Japanese teenager Takuto
Otaguro had repeatedly
attacked Bajrang’s leg to beat
him 16-9 in the World Championships final last year.
Since then Bajrang has been
working on his leg defence with

First for India
as Thapa 2.0 seals
fourth Asian
C’ships medal
Saurabh Duggal
n

saurabh.duggal@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: 2013, 2015, 2017,

n

Bajrang Punia has won five medals, including two gold, at the Asian Wrestling Championships.

personal coach Shako Bentinidis of Georgia.
However, he still seems to
have a lot of ground to cover in
the area. Sayatbek again
exposed his weakness, attacking Bajrang’s legs to score right
from the start. The Kazakh was
up 4-0 within a minute and Bajrang was left to play catch up.
He tried to score on counter but
Sayatbek wriggled out of Bajrang’s clutches.
The Kazakh dominated the
first period and Bajrang could
score just two points as he fell
2-5 behind.
At the start of the second

period, Sayatbek again grabbed
two points to lead 7-2, taking a
firm grip of the bout. With time
running out, Bajrang launched
a desperate attack and succeeded in turning the tables.
“I’ve been training to adopt
new techniques. I am happy I
could implement those and win
gold here,” Bajrang said. “There
is lot to work on and my focus is
to prepare for the World Championships, which is an Olympic
qualifier.”
In the 79kg final, Parveen
Rana lost to Bahman Mohammad Teymouri of Iran 0-3. Rana
beat Kazakhstan’s Galymzhan

Usserbayev 3-2 in the semi-final.
In the title contest, Parveen
found Teymouri’s defence too
strong to breach. Maintaining a
safe distance throughout, the
Iranian did not give Rana an
opportunity to attack his legs.
Teymouri, the World Championships bronze medallist, was
quick to push Rana off the mat to
get two points.
He scored another point
before closing shop, evading
Rana’s counter with speed and
finesse. Known for his face-off
with two-time Olympic medallist, Sushil Kumar, Rana shifted
from 74kg to 79kg, a non-Olym-

PTI

pic category, for the Asian
Championships. Considering
that Rana was out of action for a
while, the silver medal would do
his confidence a world of good as
he eyes a return to 74kg to fight
for an Olympic berth.
Satyawart lost his quarterfinal to Batzul Ulziisaikhan of
Mongolia, but made it to repechage. He beat Gao Haobin of
China 8-1 in the bronze medal
play-off.
In 57kg, Ravi Kumar lost the
bronze medal bout to Japanese
Yuki Takahashi 3-5. He beat
Chia Tso Liu of Chinese Taipei
4-0 in his first repechage round.

n

Parveen Rana.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT

2019. Four championships, four
medals. For Shiva Thapa, the
Asian Boxing Championships
(ABC) continues to be an affair
to remember.
In Bangkok on Tuesday,
Thapa, 25, outclassed local
boxer Rujakran Juntrong 5-0 in
a lightweight (60kg) quarter-final.
In the process, the boxer from
Assam became the first from
India to win four medals. Thapa
won gold in 2013, bronze in 2015,
silver in 2017 and is now assured
of at least a bronze. He will meet
Kazakhstan’s Zakir Safiullin, a
silver medallist from 2015, in the
semi-final.
Thapa’s run continued the
medal harvest for India with
four men and four women making the medal rounds.
“As I was playing a local
boxer, we decided to try and
score with as many punches as
we could from the start and
make it a one-sided affair, so
that no judgment could affect
the final outcome,” says Shiva,
speaking to this newspaper
from Bangkok.
Juntrong is left-handed and
had greater reach but found no
answer to Thapa’s aggression
from the get-go.
From when he became the
youngest Indian boxer to compete in the 2012 London Olympics, Thapa was seen as the next
big thing in India.
Winning bronze in the 2015
World Championships didn’t
harm his reputation and Thapa
qualified for the 2016 Olympics
in Rio.
Things went south last year
as Thapa missed qualifying for
the Commonwealth Games and
lost in the opening round at the
Jakarta Asian Games.
“I am glad that 2018 came in
my life. That setback is helping
me to prove my worth again.
After a disappointing year, the
coaches, especially (CA) Kuttappa sir helped me a lot.
I changed my style. Earlier, I

n

Shiva Thapa, who entered the
semi-finals, says the setbacks
in 2018 have been a blessing in
BFI
disguise.

was more defensive. Now I focus
more on attack,” says Shiva, for
whom this is the last tournament in the 60kg.
After ABC, he will be shifting
to 63kg, as AIBA (the boxing
world body) has rejigged weight
categories and axed 60kg from
the Olympic programme.
“Now I am only thinking
about the Asian Championships
and once it is over, I will work on
the World Championships as
podium finish in 2020 Tokyo is
my ultimate goal,” says Shiva.
For someone who says he
weighs around 62-63kg at competitions, moving up a category
can be a double-edged sword.
While Thapa will not need to cut
down now, he will also be up
against boxers who are stronger
and hence need to work on his
strength. But that is for later.
Chief national coach Kuttappa, who has seen Thapa from
when he made it to the senior
national camp in 2011, says he is
confident of a final berth and
more in Bangkok.
“He can easily win gold. Earlier, Shiva would start defensively and become more aggressive in the second and third
rounds. Now we have worked on
him to become aggressive from
the beginning and it is fetching
rewards.”
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‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon

The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT
(above)

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy
if a film is successful; it doesn’t matter
if it touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan
he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as
Stree (2018), Andhadhun
(2018) and Gully Boy doing so
well.

I feel like everybody
who has been part
of the film and has
taken the
responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention.
KRITI SANON, ACTOR
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my
film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success

It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are
written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.
You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

STOP PRESS

he exuberant ’80s was
the most statementmaking era in
fashion. Think punk
meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

T

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja (right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA,
YOGEN SHAH, INSTAGRAM/
SONAMKAPOOR

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
BBC’S LUTHER TO GET
INDIA REMAKE
he award-winning BBC
Studios crime thriller
Luther, featuring
Hollywood star Idris Elba, is
set to have an Indian
remake. The Indian version
is yet to be titled and will
be the second Asian version
of the series, after the
award-winning South
Korean remake, Less Than
Evil.

T

“The original series has a
tremendous international
following, and we believe
that an Indian version will
work well,” says Sameer
Nair, CEO of the production
house, which will be making
— PTI
the remake.

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.
SHUBMAN GILL,

Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma
he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS can
only be one, which lasts for
a lifetime in memories. If
we see old cinema, there
has never been a sequel.
It’s only a remake,” adds
Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed.
With a positive track
record, does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known
by your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they
want to make a film like
BKB, you know you’ve added
something to the library of
Indian cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing,
reading, and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

CRICKETER

Excited to launch a new track: Punit
Sneha Mahadevan
fter releasing the first
song from Student Of The
Year 2 (SOTY2) – The
Jawaani song, the makers of
the Tiger Shroff, Ananya
Panday and Tara Sutaria’s
upcoming teenage drama,
are all set to release their next
track, today.
Titled Mumbai Dilli Di
Kudiyaan, the director of the
film Punit Malhotra, says
he is excited to launch the
desi song.
“Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyaan
is the equivalent of Radha

A
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

from SOTY (2012) and so
we wanted it to be at par
with the very popular song.
It’s going to be a desi number
and Tiger, Ananya and Tara
had a lot of fun shooting for
the song in that space,” says
Punit.
Unlike the first song, which
was a revamped version of
Kishore Kumar’s 1972 track,
Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani,
from the film Jawani Diwani
(1972), this is an original
track.
Punit says that the
overwhelming response to the
track was a pleasant surprise.

“Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani
is one of my favourite songs.
I am anti-remixes, so I was
very sure that we were
going to remix it with a lot
of class and dignity. This is
one of the better remixes in
today’s time purely because
we have retained Kishore
Kumar’s original voice
in a lot of portions,”
he says.
He also adds that it was a
challenge to live up to the
original SOTY album and a lot
of work has gone into
ensuring that they meet the
expectations.

Filmmaker Punit Malhotra
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SHAH RUKH KHAN AND
GAURI KHAN
Unarguably the most powerful
couple in showbiz, Shah Rukh
and Gauri won the India’s Most
Stylish Couple award. Shah
Rukh is extremely popular, not
just in India but in most parts
of the world. While Gauri has
always maintained a low
profile, she is a film producer
and a prolific interior designer.
He with his charm and wit, and
she with her demure and
understated style, complement
each other perfectly.

ANUSHKA SHARMA

KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN
Kareena is truly one actor who
has lived life on her own terms.
Whether it was breaking
stereotypes by getting
married and having a baby at
the peak of her career or

AKSHAY KUMAR
With a passion for fitness,
Akshay is undisputedly one
of the fittest and most
stylish actors in the industry,
today. From being an action
hero to playing roles that

are socially relevant, the
actor has always stood for
the causes he believes in. So,
Khiladi Kumar was the
natural choice for the Most
Stylish Actor (male), Jury
Choice award at HT India’s
Most Stylish 2019 awards.

working towards the size zero
look, Kareena has always been
a trend setter and an
extremely stylish one at that.
At HT India’s Most Stylish 2019,
Kareena was awarded the Most
Stylish Actor (female), Jury
Choice award.

AND THE MOST STYLISH
AWARD GOES TO...

NIA SHARMA
From fancy gowns to
daring bikinis, Nia Sharma
can carry off anything
with aplomb. Also, she has
proven her acting prowess
time and again with
powerful performances.
With a huge number of
followers on social media,
she stays real with her nomakeup selfies and shuts
down trolls in style. It goes
without saying she truly
deserved the Most Stylish
TV personality (female)
award.

For someone who had a
dream start to her
career, Anushka held
her own and proved her
acting mettle. The actor is
known to only talk shop
and has always had a super
professional attitude.
With an individualistic and
fuss-free approach to
style, Anushka bagged the
India’s Most Stylish
Reader’s Choice (female)
award.

WATCH THE AWARDS CEREMONY

They came, they posed, and they left a lasting
impact with their impeccable style. High on
glamour and fashion, the HT India’s Most Stylish
Awards 2019 was a star-studded celebration.
Here’s a low-down on all the winners and why they
deserved to take the Most Stylish trophy home

CATCH ALL THE ACTION ON

SATURDAY, MAY 4 AT 9PM
ONLY ON STAR WORLD

Text: Shreya Mukherjee, Prashant
Singh, Kavita Awaasthi, Sneha
Mahadevan and Pooja Sharma
PHOTOS: AALOK SONI/HT

NATASHA
POONAWALLA
Natasha has made her
mark as an entrepreneur
and is also a
philanthropist. As the
chairperson of the Villoo
Poonawalla Foundation,
she is focused on scaling
new heights. Natasha has
a versatile fashion sense
and her poise makes
everything she wears all
the more gorgeous. Our
eminent jury thus decided
to confer her with the
Most Stylish Business
Personality award.

TANISHK BAGCHI
ROHIT SHETTY
His brand of films have an
audience of their own.
Rohit knows how to make
his point through his work,
yet at the same time he
makes sure that the
audiences enjoy the
experience. No one treats
the comedy and action
genres the way Rohit
does, be it the Golmaal
franchise, Singham (2011),
Chennai Express (2013) or
Simmba (2018). He is not
just stylish but is quite fit
as well, and carries off
both casual and formal
styles well. Hence, Rohit is
the one for the Most
Stylish Filmmaker (Male)
award.

EKTA KAPOOR
The TV czarina, who
recently had a boy
through surrogacy, is all
about breaking
stereotypes. Be it her
professional or personal
choices or even her style
preferences, Ekta
effortlessly manages to
stand out from the crowd.
Not one to follow trends,
her personal style is all
about glamorous comfort.
She mostly wears dresses
or likes to keep it casual
with a pair of denims and
hence, she is the true
recipient of the Most
Stylish Filmmaker (female)
award.

He lets his music do the
talking. And the fact it
does speak is evident from
hits such as Banno, The
Humma Song (remake),
Coca Cola Tu (remake),
among others. And, his
style is equally quirky. Be
it his dreadlocks or his
beard, the goatee and
moustache, the composersinger’s personal style is
quite cool. Yes, Tanishk
Bagchi it is when it comes
to the Most Stylish Music
Personality award.

VIJAY DEVERAKONDA
This Telugu star needs no
introduction. There is
something rugged-yetcute about Vijay aka Arjun
Reddy that his fans simply
adore. From traditional to
western outfits, he knows
how to ace any look. His
films have not just got the
cash registers ringing but
also proved that he is a star
performer. That Vijay is the
Hottest Stylista in town
can’t be denied.

KARAN TACKER
Style and Karan go handin-hand. His chiselled body
and sharp features are a hit
among his fans. He has
proved his acting prowess
through hit TV shows such
as Rang Badalti Odhani as
well as managed to grab
eyeballs while hosting
several reality shows,
including The Voice. In
short, he is the ideal choice
to be the Most Stylish TV
personality (male).
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RANVEER SINGH
Ranveer, who picked the
India’s Most Stylish Reader’s
Choice (male) award, was a
clear winner. The actor is a
classic example of someone
who strongly believed in his

KATRINA KAIF

AYUSHMANN KHURRANA

When she made her debut
with Boom (2003), Katrina
was immediately dubbed
as a glam girl. While her
reel sartorial quotient has
always been the talk of
the town, she plays it safe
when it comes to her
style in real life. Be it her
dhoti and black
sunglasses look in Kaala
Chashma (Baar Baar
Dekho; 2016) or her green
camouflage cropped shirt
with epaulettes in Swag
Se Swagat (Tiger Zinda
Hai; 2017), Katrina is
undoubtedly the Hottest
Trendsetter in town.

Ayushmann is cool and quirky.
Impressing his fans and the
fashion police, the Andhadhun
(2018) actor admits he is
fashion conscious but doesn’t
follow trends blindly. The

VICKY KAUSHAL
His ‘josh’, much like the
popular dialogue of his
latest film, is always flying
high. He stands tall with his
performances in films such
as Masaan (2015), Raman
Raghav 2.0 (2016), Love Per
Square Foot (2018), Raazi
(2018), Manmarziyaan
(2018), and Uri: The Surgical
Strike. He speaks his mind
and supports all the right
things in life. Yes, Vicky for
us is the rightful winner of
the Jeep Badge of Honour.

With her eternal elegance
and timeless beauty, actor
Waheeda Rehman is grace
personified. While her
versatile roles and looks in
films such as Pyaasa (1957),
Chaudhvin Ka Chand
(1960), Sahib Bibi Aur
Ghulam (1962) and Guide
(1965) made a lot of noise
in those times, even her
personal style has always
made a statement. For
instance, back in the day,
when she chopped her hair,
it became a trend that
many followed. The
veteran’s gentle nature is
remarkable and the Style
Hall of Fame award was an
ode to this evergreen actor.

Fun, flirty and feminine,
Taapsee’s style game is
bang on. With her
bombastic performances
in films such as Pink (2016),
Mulk (2018) and Badla, she
has not only impressed
people with her acting but
also with her versatile
looks. When Taapsee pairs
winged eyeliner with a
curly-hair look, it makes
her stand out in a crowd.
No wonder she received
the Style Trailblazer
award.

...THIS CHIC AND
CLASSY BUNCH
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

SONAKSHI SINHA
Sonakshi started her
career in fashion designing
before debuting in
Dabangg (2010). And that’s
why, it is no surprise that
her fashion choices stay on
trend. She has rocked
outfits such as a sari
paired with gold pants, to
a sheer champagne-hued
sari. A fan of athleisure,
she also opts for bomber
jackets and crop tops.
Sonakshi, who bagged the
Style Gamechanger award,
rocks the red carpet with
trendy outfits and enjoys
upping her style game
every time.

SHEREEN BHAN

Even when she was an
actor, the uniqueness in
Twinkle’s demeanour was
evident. The same holds
true for the actor-turnedbest-selling author now.
One thing that she has
always followed is her
preference of comfort over
trends. Read: classic cuts,
appealing colours and antifits. Be it power dressing,
red carpets or traditional
Indian avatar, her style
statements made her an
apt choice for the Most
Stylish Author award.

TAAPSEE PANNU

dreams and carved a
niche for himself. Also,
Ranveer has always dared to
experiment with his quirky
sartorial choices. Sporty,
formal, outlandish –
the actor can pull off any
outfit with ease.

WAHEEDA REHMAN

TWINKLE KHANNA

actor, who can rock the man
bun look and even a nose ring,
is a “sucker for bow ties”. That’s
why, Ayushmann was just the
right candidate for the Fever
104 Award for Style Innovation
as he stood tall with his
unconventional choices.

03

Shereen stands tall as a
senior journalist and a
news anchor. But when
you meet this superbly
talented individual, her
humility is the first thing
that greets you, and the
next, are her fiery eyes,
glinting with passion.
Those define Shereen’s
style. Without an iota of
doubt, she was our jury’s
choice for Most Stylish
Media Personality award.

ANAMIKA KHANNA
Her design sensibilities are
rooted deeply in Indian
tradition and culture, yet
she manages to separate
herself from the rest by
giving an artistic spin to
her creations. Even her
personal style speaks
volumes. That’s why
Anamika Khanna is the
ideal winner of the Most
Stylish Designer award.

HEENA SIDHU
KARTIK AARYAN
Kartik, who was noticed for
his comic timing in Pyaar
Ka Punchnama (2011), also
won many accolades for his
performance in Sonu Ke
Titu Ki Sweety (2018). He is
popular among his fans for
his smile and hairdo, and
has upped his fashion
quotient in the past couple
of years. And with his
recent back-to-back hits,
Kartik has proved that he
truly is the Most Stylish
Youth Icon, who has
successfully made it big on
his own. His parents
received the award on his
behalf.

Right from her funky
hairdos to spunky clothing
choices, the first Indian
woman to book the World
No 1 shot in pistol
shooting, is stylish both
on and off the field. Which
is why she was honoured
with the Most Stylish
Sports Personality award.

MITHU SEN
Mithu keeps her personal
style simple yet elegant.
Her signature smile and
expressive kohl-rimmed
eyes speak volumes. This
multi-media artist is a fave
among art connoisseurs
and is totally worthy of the
Most Stylish Artist award.
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULy 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULy 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Kalank 10:05AM 10:45AM
01:15PM 01:55PM 04:25PM
05:05PM 07:35PM 08:15PM
10:45PM 11:25PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:25AM
12:55PM 03:25PM 05:55PM
08:25PM 10:55PM

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Kalank 09:00AM 11:30AM
12:15PM 03:00PM 03:55PM
06:30PM 07:35PM 10:00PM
10:35PM 11:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
03:20PM 08:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:40AM 05:35PM
Kesari 12:10PM

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) was made in two versions
— an English version directed bY Tad
Danielewski and the Hindi version bY
Dev Anand’s brother VijaY Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUNOR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

Shazam! English 10:30AM
03:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 01:30PM
06:50PM 09:10PM 11:30PM

Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

SALUTE SIACHEN

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH

MOVIES ON TV

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

A _____________ is a gathering of important people who singlY can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done
- Fred Allen (10)

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Scary Movie 2
at 1658

EDITOR’S
PICK

0925 Police Story
3: Supercop
1114 Rango
1306 Rampage
1458 S.W.A.T.
1658 Scary Movie 2
1810 The Hangover
2000 The Dark Knight
2252 XXX: State of The
Union

Zombieland at 1910

The Prestige at 1647

1054 Cars
1302 Coco
1458 Ice Age 2: The
Meltdown
1639 Life of Pi
1910 Zombieland
2050 Thor: Ragnarok
2326 Men In Black 3

1046 Blades of Glory
1212 Shadows of The Dead
1337 My Lucky Stars
1503 Focus
1647 The Prestige
1901 Wedding Crashers
2100 The Patriot
2346 Take The Lead

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Kalank 10:00AM 10:45AM
11:30AM 12:15PM 01:00PM
01:35PM 02:20PM 03:05PM
03:50PM 04:35PM 05:10PM
05:55PM 06:40PM 07:25PM
08:10PM 08:45PM 09:30PM
10:15PM 11:00PM 11:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:45PM 03:30PM
06:15PM 09:00PM 11:45PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 10:00AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
10:10AM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:15AM
Jersey Telugu 01:20PM
Kesari 04:35PM
The Tashkent Files 07:50PM
Badla 10:55PM

Kalank 09:00AM 10:10AM
11:20AM 12:35PM 01:45PM
02:55PM 04:10PM 05:20PM
06:30PM 07:45PM 10:05PM
11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:00AM
05:50PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 12:45PM
09:00PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 03:05PM 08:10PM
11:20PM
Kesari 10:55PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Kalank 09:15AM 09:45AM
10:25AM 12:40PM 01:10PM
04:05PM 04:35PM 07:30PM
08:00PM 10:15PM 11:00PM
11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:45AM
01:50PM 03:15PM 05:45PM
10:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 01:15PM
08:15PM
The Tashkent Files 04:20PM
Kesari 07:15PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

Rowdy Baadshah at 1425
1155 Dashing Rambabu
1425 Rowdy Baadshah
1725 Veerta
2040 Supreme Khiladi 2
2325 Shaktiman

Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana
at 2000

Shiva The Super Hero 3
at 2100

0810 Tutak Tutak Tutiya
1056 Rustom
1402 Commando 2
1645 Super Singh
2000 Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana
2257 Non-Stop

0932 Encounter Shankar
1158 Entertainment
1452 Mera Badla - Revenge
1741 Arya – Ek Deewana
2100 Shiva The Super
Hero 3
2323 The Real Tiger

Kalank 11:00AM 02:35PM
06:10PM 09:45PM

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 09:55AM
10:50AM 11:45AM 12:35PM
01:30PM 02:25PM 03:20PM
04:10PM 05:05PM 06:00PM
06:55PM 07:45PM 08:40PM
09:35PM 10:30PM 11:20PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 10:30AM 11:45AM

01:15PM 02:30PM 04:00PM
05:15PM 06:45PM 08:00PM
10:45PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 09:20AM
11:20PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 03:50PM
09:00PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 10:00AM
Badla 01:05PM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
06:10PM
Kesari 09:30PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Kalank 10:20AM 12:00PM
01:55PM 03:35PM 05:30PM
07:10PM 09:05PM 10:45PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Kalank 09:00AM 09:25AM
10:00AM 12:20PM 01:40PM
03:30PM 03:55PM 05:20PM
07:00PM 07:25PM 09:00PM
10:00PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 09:30AM
02:35PM 08:00PM 10:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:30AM 12:45PM 04:30PM
07:15PM 10:30PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 11:35AM
Rabb Da Radio 2 Punjabi
01:05PM
Kesari 04:50PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:15AM 10:20AM
11:15AM 12:30PM 01:50PM
02:45PM 04:00PM 05:20PM
06:15PM 07:20PM 08:45PM
09:45PM 10:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:30AM 12:00PM 02:30PM
08:00PM 10:30PM
Kesari 05:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Kalank 09:00AM 09:40AM
10:30AM 12:15PM 12:55PM
02:10PM 03:55PM 05:50PM
07:35PM 09:30PM 10:35PM
11:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 11:30AM 02:15PM
05:00PM 07:45PM 10:30PM
Romeo Akbar Walter 04:25PM
Kesari 07:25PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Kalank 09:00AM 10:30AM
11:30AM 12:25PM 02:00PM
03:00PM 03:55PM 05:30PM
06:30PM 07:25PM 09:00PM
10:00PM 10:55PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
09:00AM 10:45AM 04:40PM
08:10PM 10:55PM
Kesari 01:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Kalank 09:30AM 10:45AM
12:45PM 02:05PM 03:05PM
04:05PM 06:25PM 07:25PM
08:45PM 09:45PM 10:45PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
10:00AM 12:30PM
Kesari 05:25PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Kalank 10:00AM 11:00AM
12:00PM 01:00PM 04:10PM
05:10PM 07:00PM 09:30PM
10:10PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) Hindi 10:10AM
03:15PM 10:15PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman (A) English 08:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi
02:05PM 04:30PM 07:10PM
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‘STARKIDS
DO GET
CHANCES
PRETTY
EASILY’
Media should give

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

‘Idon’tthink
thereisany
needtoadd
fueltothefire’
Sangeeta Yadav
e garnered many hate
tweets and was trolled
on social media for
voicing his opinion on
various subjects,
controversial or not. But it
never really deterred actor
Randeep Hooda from
tweeting or calling spade, a
spade. Instead, he has
become more conscious in
his approach.
“I usually try and
highlight positive aspects
on the social media as there
are enough people pointing
out the negativity in the
world. I find it funny when
all these people, who might
be famous, make a big deal
about trolling,” says
Randeep.
Not letting trolls affect
his mental peace, the actor
opines, “I feel the word
trolling is wrong. It is just
somebody trying to press
their opinion. It is just a
gimmick to get attention. I
don’t think there is any

H

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

But actor Bhumi Pednekar is not
grudging her insider peers the
privilege of a Bollywood launchpad

Nysa a break,
says mom Kajol F

Juhi Chakraborty

ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut
by saying that people
should give the teenager some
space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer
a lot due to the star status of
their parents.
Recently, during the
promotion of Total Dhamaal,
Ajay said that he and his wife
are stars, therefore, he
understands that they
will be scrutinised at some
point.
However, he said that he
finds it inappropriate when
his kids go through the same
level of judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s
career plans, Kajol said, “She
(Nysa) is just 16 years old. I
think you (media and people)
can give her a break and some
space.”
“Recently, she has
celebrated her 16th birthday.
Right now, she is studying in
10th standard and she is
preparing for her board

A

Nysa is just 16 years
old. I think you can
give her a break and
some space... Right
now, she is studying in
10th standard and she
is preparing for her
board exams
KAJOL ACTOR

exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa
on social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you
grow know that you will
always be my heartbeat,”
wrote Kajol on Instagram.

IANS

ew actors working today
can understand how
careers are made in
Bollywood like Bhumi
Pednekar can — the Dum
Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an
assistant casting director
before branching out into
acting. And speaking from
experience, Bhumi says that
actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day.
After all, you can survive only
on your credibility as an actor,”
says Bhumi. Incidentally, the
actor’s co-star from her
upcoming film, Ananya
Panday (daughter of actor
Chunky Panday) bagged her
second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling
that somebody got more
opportunities than me. I feel
that there might be an
opportunity but to live up to it
is completely on the basis of
their talent,” she adds.
Bhumi recently joined the
cast of Pati, Patni Aur Woh,

05

But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor

need to add fuel to the fire.
Mostly, negative fire.”
The actor, who will be
seen sharing screen space
with Chris Hemsworth in
an out-and-out action film
Dhaka and is currently
working on Imtiaz Ali’s yetto-be-titled film, says he has
started using the platform
to promote social causes.
“Social media, I feel, is a
great tool. I like to use the
platform for all the good
causes that I like and
support,” Randeep says.

I usually try and
highlight positive
aspects on the
social media as
there are enough
people pointing
out the negativity in
the world.
RANDEEP HOODA
ACTOR

BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR

after actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped
from the project. On whether it
is professional for filmmakers
to do something like this,
Bhumi, who will be sharing
screen with Taapsee in a
biographical film, says, “My
journey has just about started I
don’t understand yet how all of
this works and what’s the
mechanism behind it. Taapsee
and I are good friends. Both of
us are putting our heart and
soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working
with is Kartik Aaryan, also
because both of them have
worked in similar films. “I am
quite excited. Kartik plays a
regular boy-next-door in
romantic comedies and so have
I. Except for Sonchiriya, all my
films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.
n

PHOTO:
PRODIP
GUHA/HT

Randeep Hooda

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Adaa Khan ‘not quitting’ her show Annup Sonii says he doesn’t
Kavita Awaasthi

fter actors Shakti
Anand and Falaq Naaz
made news for being
ousted from a fantasy drama
on TV, rumours are rife that
Adaa Khan, who plays the
lead, might be leaving, too.
According to speculations,
are the actor has been asked to
quit since the makers and the
channel are considering
getting a new face to replace
Adaa, after sending her
character into coma.
The show hasn’t been able
to achieve desired ratings —
so much so that it was on the
brink of being taken off air. It
is therefore that the producers
are apparently trying this
strategy to keep viewers
hooked. However, Adaa
refutes the rumours. “I am not
quitting my show. Yes, the
producers have planned some
interesting twists in the story
wherein my character will be
in a coma but only for a few
days. I don’t know where these
rumours are coming from.”
Talking about her career,
the actor, who has shows such
as Naagin, Kanpur Wale
Khuranas and Amrit Manthan
to her credit, says with time,
one evolves as an actor and
“enjoys the process of creating
a show from scratch”.
“You commit mistakes,
learn new things and that’s the
way life is. An actor’s real
acknowledgment comes with
the audience appreciation and
I consciously take up roles
which are unique, so that they
are entertained well. I am
satisfied with the way my
career has shaped up. One
always wants to do better and
diversify with whatever
opportunities you get. I have
always chosen the best and it
has worked in my favour,” the
29-year-old actor says.

A

TV actors are constantly
asked about their film plans,
and Adaa asserts that though
she would love to star in
films, at the moment she
is enjoying her work on
television, and is in
no hurry to enter
Bollywood.
“Who doesn’t
want to do films?
Every actor would
love to do films as
they enjoy a mass
audience appeal.
But I believe that
an actor is an
actor, whether
it’s TV or films.
The only
difference is
films engage a
bigger
audience than
television. I am
happy in my
space on
television, as of
now,” she says.
n

want his son to feel privileged
Sangeeta Yadav

e is quite active on social
media, but very little is
known of actor Anuup
Sonii’s personal life, especially
his seven-year-old son, Imaan.
The actor rarely shares his
pictures on social media,
except for last month, when he
posted a picture of Imaan with
a cricket bat that had the
words, ‘believe, become’
written on it.
The actor, who is married to
actor Juhi Babbar, admits that
he is very cautious about his
son’s upbringing and he
doesn’t want the child to ever
feel “privileged” because of his
parents. “It was a conscious

H

decision for us to give him a
very simple upbringing and not
make him feel the privilege of
being a star kid. That
grounding is very important
and he has learnt not just from
me but from his grandfather,
(veteran actor) Raj Babbar, as
well,” says Anuup, adding his
son “is not in too much awe
when the paparazzi capture
him. He is very calm and cool
about it.”
But Imaan does know that
his father is an actor — does
he ever share how he feels
watching Anuup on screen?
“He has only seen little bit of
my anchoring and I sometimes
show him my previous work on
YouTube. You can talk to him

kavita.awaasthi

@htlive.com

like an adult. He doesn’t behave
like a typical child.”
Talking about the picture he
posted, the actor shares that
Imaan is more passionate
about cricket than films or
acting, at the moment. “As far
as acting is concerned, I don’t
think he is keen to pursue it.
Maybe he is too young to take a
call about whether he wants to
pursue acting or not. But
looking at his passion for
cricket and football, I feel he
will make his career as a
sportsperson,” Anuup says.
The Gangaajal (2003) actor
shares that whenever there’s a
cricket match, both father and
son watch it together. “The
knowledge Imaan has about
the sport leaves me amazed. He
has all the facts and figures at
his fingertips and recognises all
international cricketers. If I’m
not at home, he keeps calling
me to give an update about the
match and when I return
home, we discuss like proper
professionals about who scored
how many runs,” he says.
n

Rumours
abound on
Adaa Khan’s
exit from a TV
fantasy drama

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Actor Anuup Sonii posted this picture with his son, Imaan, on social
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANUPSONI3
media, recently
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FASHION
FOR A
CAUSE
Fashion designers
talk about the
impact a fashion
show can have
when it comes to
raising funds
or creating
awareness about
social causes.
We take a
look...

ALL FOR A CAUSE
Fashion designer duo Abu
Jani-Sandeep Khosla share
important factors
designers need to keep in
mind when they associate
with an NGO for a fashion
show:
n Ensure that the NGO is
everything it claims to
be. That it does the work
it claims to do
n Choose an area you
identify with closely.
One that is cherished.
For us, it is women and
children. Their health,
empowerment and wellbeing
n Make the collection and
event super special. The
more fabulous they are,
the more funds you raise
for the organisation
n Encourage celebrities to
put their backs behind
the cause. They effect
change because of their
renown.

Akshata Shetty
hey say,
‘Charity
begins at
home’. And it
feels safe to say
that the fashion
industry is one
home which has
opened its doors to
several social
causes. Creating
awareness through fashion
and entertainment has always
had a huge impact on the
society. For some designers it
is a way of giving back, while
for others, it’s closure. Going
out of the way and pledging
their solidarity to make a
difference not just on the
runway, but in someone’s life
through their profession is
something we all can relate to.
This time, we look at how
much a fashion show or event
plays a key role in raising
funds for NGOs or creating
awareness for social causes.
We have industry experts, who
have been the backbone of
many prominent social causes
and have shared insights on
how a fashion show can create
a much-needed impact.

Actor George Clooney strikes a
pose in Vivienne Westwood’s
T-shirt line that advocates to
save the artic

T
The lady in white
Recently actor and model, Diana Penty wore this pristine
white suit to an event. The actor who believes less is more,
stuck to minimal accessories and a bold lip

NET-PICKING

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

CAUSE AND EFFECT
In a time when value for
money is important, you may
wonder how do associations
between fashion brands and
social causes make an impact?
Well, internationally, a
popular strategy among

Quick bite

Sonam K Ahuja sashayedd the
ramp in Abu Jani-Sandeeep
Khosla’s collection ‘Inheritance,
An Ode to the Textiles and
Embroideries to celebratte 50
years of The Cancer Patients Aid
Association.
fashion brands is to
collaborate with charitable
ecauses as part of a cause
related marketing campaign.
This is one way to look at it,
and there’s another where it’s
purely done to raise funds with
no intention of any returns.
Choosing the latter is
fashion designer Maheka
Mirpuri, who has been
involved with meaningful
cause through her charitable
foundation, MCAN. Mirpuri,
who lost her father and
brother-in-law to cancer,
raised over ₹4.92 crores
through annual charity
fundraisers for the Tata
Memorial Hospital (TMH) in
six years. “In India, mostly
fashion shows for charity
events aren’t business led.
They are organised to get
people to come together for a

alked
the ramp for fashion designer
Maheka Mirpuri’s fundraiser
after her victorious fight against
cancer
glamorous evening and donate
for a noble cause. I hold an
annual charity gala and
fundraiser where glamour
meets giving. It is a glamorous
evening where people come
and bid for a live auction of
high-end goods and
experiences which is followed
by live performances and a
fashion show of my creations.
Besides donating a very ornate
ensemble from my latest
collection for the bid, I also
give a percentage of the sales
proceeds from my collection to
TMH for the cause, year after

We are
committed to
long-term
relationships
with the NGOs
we partner
For the Payal Singhal and Desai
with such as
Foundation collaboration which
The Cancer
is aimed at female empowerment
Patients Aid
through vocational training, they
Association,
had singer-actor Monica Dogra
Breakthrough,
come on board as the face of the
Magic Bus and
collaboration
The Helping
Hands
Association and many more,”
year,” says Mirpuri.
they add. When a brand
collaborates, information
MONEY MATTERS?
about the charity may be
While creating awareness and
integrated into the consumers’
funds is a noble cause, is
perception of the brand. This
making business also a part of
may lead to more favourable
the plan for a fashion
consumer responses towards
designer? For fashion designer
the brand i.e, conspicuous
duo, Abu Jani and Sandeep
compassion, believes Mirpuri.
Khosla, they see their
“I do have a fashion show of
partnerships with NGOs and
my creations at the charity
social justice groups neither as
gala but that is purely because
a business opportunity nor as
this is my profession. For me, a
Corporate Social
fundraiser is my way of
Responsibility (CSR). “It is a
giving back to society,” adds
privilege to partner with those
Mirpuri.
empowering others and
Similarly, for fashion
creating a different, kinder,
designer Payal Singhal, the
more inclusive reality. To use
collaboration with Desai
our brand as a vehicle to
Foundation, which empowers
encourage awareness and
women and children through
increase fundraising gives us
community programs to
immense joy and satisfaction.
elevate health and livelihood

in India and the U.S, was
because she felt the brand had
reached a stage where she
should give back to the society.
“It was a cause that was close
to my heart with a like-minded
partner. The PS x Desai
Foundation collaboration was
not about a star-studded
runway show. Select products
from the range were made by
the women at Desai
Foundation’s vocational
training centre in Valsad,
Gujarat, and proceeds from
the sale went back to those
women. So, for us being able to
make a difference at the grass
root level is the real benefit,”
adds Singhal.

CELEB QUOTIENT
Singhal is of the opinion that
getting noted names on board
helps bring more spotlight to a
cause. “Associations such as
these create more awareness
and help start the right kind of
conversations,” she says.
“Glamour and celebrities are
huge influencers and potential
agents for change. They
attract attention from both the
media and the public. This
attention translates into
greater awareness and funds”
add designer duo Jani-Khosla.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

MAKEUP AND MODEL: RIYA NAGDA, PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Ananya Panday posted this picture of her grabbing a
quick bite on the sets of her upcoming movie. She
captioned it saying , ‘the real behind-the scenes of The
Jawaani Song’

your lid. Again take the
pink shade and blend in the
crease
Take a black eyeliner and
m
a wing it and use a
make
kohl to tight-line the lash
iine and waterline

SAY IT RIGHT

Take
a your foundation and
ot it all over your face and
o
lend with a sponge or
rush
nceal under the eyes,
ound the mouth and spots
at need concealing
e some loose powder
d set the under eye area
face

Theboldand
thebeautiful

n To en
enhance your face

THE BO
BOLD EYE
SHADOW LOOK
n Start with moisturising your

face and use a lip balm to
prep your lips
n Moving to the eyes , conceal

Comme des Garçons
(Kom-day-garsaw)
hey are a Japanese
fashion label founded by
and headed by Rei
Kawakubo. It is based in
Tokyo and also in the Place

T

Vendôme in Paris, the city in
which they show their main
collections during Paris
Fashion Week and Paris
Men’s Fashion Week.

QUICK FIX

DEODORANT ON YOUR CLOTHES
ub the fabric vigorously
against itself. Its fibers
will almost always remove
the white marks better than
rubbing a towel or other

R

piece of fabric against it.
White vinegar will also
work if your deodorant
stains are particularly
persistent.

your eyelids and make a
smooth base for applying
your eye shadow
n Take a pink eye shadow and

put it in the crease as
transition colour and blend
till the edges are seamless.
Then take a blue eye
shadow and put it all over

Sreyashi Ghosh
ummer’s here and so are
the sundowners and
boozy brunches. Apart
from your light and bright
outfits for the occasions, your
main concern should be your
makeup. Two multi season
friendly makeup looks you can
never go wrong with and are
rampant this summer are the
no-makeup makeup look and
the bold eye shadow look. We
got in touch with Mumbaibased hair and makeup artiste,
Riya Nagda, who helped us deconstruct these picture perfect
looks into simple steps you can
follow to re-create them at the
comfort of your own home.

S

n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

the face and blend with a
sponge
Conceal the under eye area
nd set it with powder to
n
void creasing. Set other
eas too, if you have oily
e
skin
ki

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia went
for a cool blue-grey gradient eye
shade for her look. She also
opted for a subtle berry lip.

Sonam K Ahuja pulled off the
no-makeup makeup look with
panache. Her kohl-rimmed eyes
and nude lip complemented her
outfit.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM /TAMANNAAHBHATIA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

THE NO-MAKEUP
UP
MAKEUP LOOK
n To start off, mix some

foundation with a liquid
highlighter and dot all over

n Use a bronzer to warm up the

skin and apply the product
under cheekbones starting
from your ear to the middle
of your cheek
n Add some blush and

structure, contour the area
below the cheekbones,
starting from the ears to the
middle of the cheeks and
then around the jaw line
n Add a flush of colour using

some blush on the apples of
your cheeks
n Highlight the high points of

the face such as
cheekbones, bridge of the
nose, under the brows,
cupid’s bow and chin using a
highlighter
n Fill in the gaps in your

eyebrow and use some
mascara to finish the look.

highlight the high points of
your face
n Take the same bronzer and

use it with a fluffy brush as
an eye shadow
n Double the use of the

highlighter as a shade to add
some pop to the centre of the
eye lid
n To finish the look, fill in your

eyebrows and use an eyeliner
and mascara to lengthen
your lashes.
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WEATHER
Wed 24 Thu 25
Clear
Max

38°c
Min

Fri 26

Cloudy
Max

37°c

Cloudy
Max

37°c

Min

23°c

Sunset
Wednesday at
6:55pm
Sunrise
Thursday at
5:46am

24°c

Min

Humidity
Max: 71%
Min: 33%

24°c
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ISSUES THAT MATTER

GOVERNMENT POLICY IS KEY TO INDUSTRIAL GROWTH. READ HOW THE
DISCOURSE WILL PAN OUT IN CHANDIGARH DURING THESE POLLS >>p2

‘THIS CITY
READIED ME’

‘INFLATED’ PROPERTY TAX BILLS

SEVERAL RESIDENTS, WHO RECEIVED PROPERTY TAX BILLS IN THE PAST
>>p5
THREE WEEKS, HAVE COMPLAINED OF INFLATED FIGURES

ACTOR SHARHAAN SINGH RECALLS
HOW THE CITY PREPARED HIM >>p4

WRITE
STUFF

WHETHER YOU
PREFER FLIGHTS,
TRAINS, BIKES
OR YOUR OWN
FEET, THERE IS A
TRAVEL BOOK TO
INSPIRE YOU >>p5

Yesterday’s temp: Max 37.6°C Min 22.2°C

shortstories
AAP FIELDS
RETIRED DGP
FROM AMBALA
AMBALA: The Aam Aadmi Party
has fielded a retired DGP, Prithvi
Raj Singh, 61, from Ambala
reserved constituency to take on
Rajya Sabha MP Kumari Selja of
the Congress and BJP’s sitting MP
Rattan Lal Kataria. For Lok Sabha
elections, AAP has entered in
alliance with Jannayak Janata
party (JJP) in Haryana.
››P2

Two armed guards okayed
for Kharar FDA office
MOHALI :Two weeks after the
state government approved
electric access system for the
building that houses the office of
Food and Drugs Administration
(FDA) in Kharar, where zonal drug
authority Neha Shoree was shot
dead in broad daylight on March
29, the government has now
approved two armed private
guards for the building.
››P5

debate of
the week
STOP RAPE

HOW CAN COPS
MAKE TRICITY
SAFE FOR
WOMEN?
What should be done to
sensitise policemen to deal
with the trauma of a rape
victim or take swift action to
nab a rapist?
Write to chandigarh@
hindustantimes.com
by April 26.

Common entrance
test for PG courses
at PU on June 8, 9
CHANDIGARH : Registration for

PU-CET (PG) 2019 for admission
to postgraduate courses at Panjab University started on Monday. The common entrance test
will be held at Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Hoshiarpur and Muktsar
on June 8 and 9.
The prospectus and application forms are available on the
website — cetpg.puchd.ac.in.
The last date for submitting
information on the website to
generate bank challan is May 17,
following which the roll numbers will be uploaded on it on
May 29.
The answer keys of the test
will be available on the website
on June 18. Candidates can submit objections by June 20, and
cross-objections by June 26. The
result of the test for different
courses will be declared online
from June 29 to July 1.
The university will publish a
merit list on the basis of attainmentofaminimumof20%marks
in the entrance test for general
candidates, and 15% in case of
Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled
Tribe (ST), Backward Class (BC)
and Persons with Disabilities
(PwD) candidates.

Suspenseover,BJPbetsonKirronagain
PRIZED TICKET Putting all speculation to rest, ruling party chooses sitting MP over local unit chief Tandon and two-time parliamentarian Jain
Munieshwer A Sagar
n

munieshwer.sagar@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The ruling Bharat-

iya Janata Party (BJP) has
reposed faith on Bollywood actor
and sitting MP Kirron Kher for
the Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat.
Uncertainty over the party
ticket ended on Tuesday with the
BJP central election committee
announcing her candidature.
Kirron pipped city party chief
Sanjay Tandon and former MP
Satya Pal Jain for the prized
ticket even as the central leadership hotly debated her performance during her tenure.
Jubilant and relieved, Kirron
thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi, cabinet minister Arun
Jaitley and BJP president Amit
Shah for reposing faith in her,
while talking to mediapersons at
her office in Sector 8.
In the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, Kirron was paradropped
only about three weeks ahead of
the polling day and defeated the
then sitting Congress MP Pawan
Kumar Bansal by 70,000 votes. In
a triangular contest, she had
polled around 1.91 lakh votes,
while Bansal got 1.21 lakh and
former Miss India and AAP
candidate Gul Panag bagged 1.08
lakh.
IN HER FAVOUR
Labelled by her detractors
within and outside the BJP as a
“non-performer and inaccessible”, Kirron is said to have won
the central leadership nod for
the Chandigarh ticket because
of her “clean image”, “involvement in local issues” and “satisfactory performance as a first
time MP”.
A crucial factor, though, say
party insiders, was her husband

IN 2014 LOK SABHA
ELECTIONS, KIRRON WAS
PARADROPPED ONLY
THREE WEEKS AHEAD OF
THE POLLING DAY AND
DEFEATED THEN SITTING
CONGRESS MP BANSAL
BY 70,000 VOTES
and film actor Anupam Kher’s
clout within the BJP top brass.
Anupam,regularly taking on the
critics of the Modi government,
recently acted as former prime
minister Manmohan Singh in
the movie ‘Accidental Prime
Minister’. The movie critiqued
10 years of the United Progressive Alliance rule.
Anupam, out of India on acting assignments for 100 days this
year, returned only three days
before the deadlock for the Chandigarh BJP ticket ended in Kirron’s favour.
“He has been very supportive
and will be campaigning for me,”
is what Kirron said.
Capt Abhimanyu, Haryana
finance minister and party election in-charge for Chandigarh,
said: “Her popularity with the
people and excellent performance during the last five years
helped decide ticket in her
favour.”
THE FIGHT AHEAD
Pitted against Congress fourtime Chandigarh MP Pawan
Kumar Bansal and Aam Aadmi
Party’sHarmohanDhawan,who
campaigned for her in the last
elections, Kirron’s first major
challenge will be to take everyone along in the party, especially
the Tandon faction.

WHY SHE MADE THE CUT
Anupam Kher’s clout with senior BJP leaders
Party once again banking on Modi wave to carry her to win
Her performance in the Parliament while raising local issues

CHALLENGES AHEAD
After acrimonious five years
marred with inter-camp
rivalry, Kirron will have to
bring the party, including
dejected members of the
Tandon camp, together
Both the Congress and AAP
announced their candidates
way before the BJP and are in

BJP’s electoral record
Party has won Chandigarh
seat thrice in past 25 years
YEAR
1967

n

MP Kirron Kher surrounded by her supporters, after the announcement of her nomination from the
Chandigarh seat, at her office in Sector 8 on Tuesday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

whattheysay

›

I respect the high command’s
decisions. All party workers
will work together to make
Narendra Modi the PM again.
SANJAY TANDON, Chandigarh BJP chief

The long drawn tension
between the Kirron and Tandon
camps is learnt to be the reason
for the party delaying the ticket
announcement. Since her
announcement as the party can-

M D / M S AT G M C H - 3 2

No reservation on basis
of domicile: High court
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:The Punjab and Har-

yana high court on Tuesday
struck down a clause giving reservation on the basis of domicile
for admission to postgraduate
courses at Government Medical
College and Hospital, Sector 32.
The high court bench of justices Mahesh Grover and Lalit
Batra has directed the GMCH to
fill the seats earmarked under
this category on the basis of candidates’ merit in the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET).
Out of total 118 seats of MS
(general surgery) and MD (general medicine) courses, 64 are
under state quota with 32
reserved for institutional prefer-

GMCH TOLD TO FILL THE
EARMARKED SEATS ON
BASIS OF CANDIDATES’
MERIT IN NEET
ence category and remaining 32
for Chandigarh pool.
Under the Chandigarh pool,
those candidates were eligible
who had either studied for a
period of five years in the city at
any time or whose parents had
resided in the city for at least five
years at any time or children of
people who had held or hold
immovable property in the city
for five years at any time.
The clause was challenged on
March 28, 2019, by Shrey Goel
and others, arguing that it was in
violation of various Supreme

Court judgments, according to
which domicile-based reservation in PG courses is not permissible. The admissions are done
on the basis of NEET conducted
by the Central Board of Secondary Education.
“None of these contingencies
to our minds have any sustainable rationale as they even take
into fold those persons who have
had a brief flirtation with the city
of Chandigarh either in education of their ward, in residence or
through property which at best
be termed to be a romantic liaison with the city but it cannot
form a valid consideration for a
preference while assessing merit
to a postgraduate course,” the
bench observed, adding that
there was no rationale with the
objective sought to be achieved.

›

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The customs depart-

ment on Tuesday seized
2.5kg gold biscuits worth ₹76
lakh from a Mansa resident who
landed at Chandigarh International Airport on the Dubai
flight.
In the past one year, the customs and directorate of revenue
intelligence (DRI) have seized
around 30kg gold worth ₹8.5
crore being sneaked into the
country through the Chandigarh airport.
While rummaging the flight
that arrived at 11:25am, custom
officials recovered the gold from
a cavity adjoining a passenger’s
seat. It was wrapped in black
cloth and covered with black

2.5KG GOLD WAS IN
FORM OF BISCUITS,
WAS WRAPPED IN BLACK
CLOTH COVERED WITH
BLACK ADHESIVE TAPE
AND CONCEALED IN
CAVITY NEXT TO
PASSENGER’S SEAT
adhesive tape.
Raj Kumar, 35, who was occupying that seat was arrested
under the Customs Act, 1962,
and further investigation is on,
said officials.
Last week, too, the customs
department had recovered
gold in the form of 30 biscuits
and weighing 3.5kg from the

same flight. The gold was concealed in the same manner
though no one claimed it.
UNACCOUNTED GOLD
JEWELLERY SEIZED
Meanwhile, the Mohali police
on Tuesday seized unaccounted
gold jewellery worth ₹26.8 lakh
from a Parwanoo woman at the
airport.
Airport police station house
officer inspector Baljeet Singh
said they had specific information about a woman, identified
as Ashima Minhas, arriving on
an Indigo flight from Delhi.
She was in possession of
unaccounted gold Jewellery
weighing 890 grams. The jewellery was seized and the case was
handed over to income tax
department, said police.

GOLF CLUB
TURNS 50 TODAY
Inaugurated on April 24, 1969,
the Chandigarh Golf Club is
celebrating its golden jubilee
on Wednesday. Punjab governor
and UT administrator VP Singh
Badnore and Air Chief Marshal
Birender Singh Dhanoa will be
in attendance. From a dusty and
uneven patch next to Sukhna
Lake to a picturesque 18-hole
course, the Chandigarh Golf Club
has come a long way in five
decades, honing the precocious
talent, churning out world-class
champions and attracting
golfers in droves. HT puts the
spotlight on 50 years of golfing
glory and challenges ahead. ››P3

Sept 3: Two air passengers
returning from Sharjah caught
with 3.86-kg gold, valued at
₹1.2 crore

March 27: 3kg gold concealed in
rods of door latches recovered
from Amritsar man returning
from Dubai

Aug 2: Nagpur man caught with
nine gold biscuits, weighing 1kg,
worth ₹31 lakh

Sept 28: A man returning from
Dubai caught with 942-gram gold
Sept 19: 1.9-kg gold concealed
inside an electric iron seized from
a Ludhiana resident

PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL, Congress candidate

L AW Y E R S A S S A U LT E D AT PA N C H K U L A E AT E R Y

30KG GOLD RECOVERED IN ONE YEAR

Dec 10, 2018: 580-gram unclaimed gold found in the
Dubai flight

›

Unkept promises and false claims are
what people got in past five
years. Voters can compare my
performance with Kirron’s.

HTSPOTLIGHT

April 17, 2019: Unclaimed 3.5kg
gold worth ₹1.15 crore concealed in
a cavity adjoining a seat recovered
in Dubai-returned flight

Feb 9: 2.5kg gold seized from a
Sharjah-returned passenger

KIRRON KHER, BJP candidate

announcement. Questioned on
factionalism, she said: “Everyone in the party will work
together to ensure Narendra
Modi becomes the Prime Minister again.”

₹76L gold found on Dubai flight, Mansa man held
n

›

There is no
anti-incumbency.
I have worked
hard for the city in
Parliament, ministries
and at the local level
with people.

didate in 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the two campshavebeenat
loggerheads.
Both Tandon and Jain were
not present at the press conference called by Kirron after the

S E I Z U R E AT C H A N D I G A R H A I R P O R T

HT Correspondent

1996
Satya Pal Jain
1998
Satya Pal Jain
2014
Kirron Kher
*Belonged to Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, BJP’s precursor

Kirron is the weakest candidate. She
has failed to keep her poll
promises. Her poor performance
will cost her the election.

HARMOHAN DHAWAN, AAP candidate

CANDIDATE
Siri Chand Goyal*

the middle of aggressive
campaigning. Kirron will have
to hit the ground running
Late announcement has
dented her image as a
formidable candidate. She also
has to fight anti-incumbency
and win over voters who
found her inaccessible

July 9: 1.16-kg gold worth ₹35.5
lakh recovered from a passenger
returning from Dubai
July 6: 800-gm gold seized from
an Amritsar man
July 3: 7-kg of the yellow metal —
second biggest haul at the
Chandigarh airport — seized from
a Bathinda youth
July 2: 900-gm gold seized from
a Delhi woman

Later, the MP also visited the
houses of both Tandon and Jain
besidesRashtriyaSwayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) local chief Triloki
Nath Goel.
Talking to HT, Jain said: “I

have always respected and gone
with the party decision.”
“The party will surely retain
the seat,” said Prabhat Jha,
BJP’s Chandigarh affairs
in-charge

SIT formed; cop, 2 Home
Guards among 10 booked
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

PANCHKULA : A day after 10 men,

includinga policeconstable,two
Home Guard volunteers and an
eatery owner, were booked for
allegedly assaulting three advocates in Sector 10 on late Sunday
night, police on Tuesday constitutedaspecialinvestigationteam
(SIT) to probe the matter.
Besides, after the Punjab and
HaryanahighcourtcalledinHaryana DGP Manoj Yadava, the
police added Section 307
(attempttomurder)oftheIndian
Penal Code (IPC) to the FIR later
at night.
Two of the accused, identified
as Vijay Kumar, 22, resident of
Rally village, Sector 12A, and
Suraj Kumar, 20, resident of Secttor 21, have been arrested.
The complainant, Dipankur
Sharma, 30, a resident of Sector
38A, Chandigarh, and an advocate at the Punjab and Haryana
high court, had told the police
thathe,alongwithhiscolleagues,
Rohit Saroha and Kanishk
Lakhanpal,washavingfoodatan
eatery, Chicken Dot Com in Sector 10, Panchkula.
There, he and his colleagues
werethrashedbyagroupofmen,
the eatery owner and his staff,
and later by police constable
Sunil Kumar and two Home
Guard jawans Rakesh and Saurabh, he had alleged.
On his complaint, police on
Monday night had registered a
case against the eatery owner,
Ravi Tiwari, Sunil, Rakesh, Saurabh, Devender and five unidentified men under Sections 148
(rioting, armed with deadly
weapon) 149 (every member of
unlawful assembly), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 379B
(snatching and use of force) and
506(criminalintimidation)ofthe
IPC at the Sector 5 station.

HC, P’KULA ADVOCATES STRIKE WORK
Alleging inaction in the case,
lawyers at the Punjab and
Haryana high court on Tuesday
abstained from work after a
decision in this regard by the
executive committee of the
HC Bar Association.
Later, some judges, including
chief justice Krishna Murari, called
in advocate general BR Mahajan,
and thereafter Haryana DGP
Manoj Yadava.
Association president DPS

COP SUSPENDED, HOME
GUARDS REPATRIATED
Panchkula commissioner of
policeSaurabhSinghsaidanSIT
had been formed to investigate
the case. It comprises deputy
commissioner of police (DCP)
Kamal Deep Goyal, assistant
commissioner of police (ACP)
Noopur Bishnoi and Crime
Branch Sector 19 in-charge
inspector Karambir Singh.
“Constable Sunil Kumar has
been placed under suspension
andtheHomeGuardjawanshave
been sent back to their parental
unit.Aninquiryhasbeenmarked
against them. More arrests will
be made soon,” he added.
THE BRAWL
Complainant Dipankur Sharma
told the police that he and his
friends were having food, when
some men on the next table
started hurling abuses at them
for talking loudly.
Sharma said he tried calling
100, but it did not connect. In the
meantime, one of the men from
the other group snatched his
mobilephone,andtriedtosnatch
hisgoldchain.“Employeesofthe
dhaba joined them and thrashed
us with chairs,” he alleged.
Later, constable Sunil Kumar

Randhawa said lawyers will
abstain from work till the DGP
released a public explanation, and
added Sections 307 (attempt to
murder) and 364 (kidnap) in the
FIR. Later in the day, police added
Section 307 to the FIR.
Work at the Panchkula district
courts also remained suspended
after the executive body of the
district Bar association took the
decision to strike work in solidarity with the HC Bar Association.

from Sector 10 police post, along
withthetwoHomeGuardjawans
reached the spot, and started
favouringthedhabaowner,Ravi
Tiwari,Sharmaalleged,claiming
that the trio also thrashed them.
“All attackers are clearly visibleintheCCTVfootageoftheeatery,” he said in his complaint.
He further alleged that one of
theaccusedthreatenedhimwith
his strong links to a BJP leader.
Inspector Ram Pal, SHO, Sector 5 station, said after scrutinising the CCTV footage, they had
added Section 307 to the FIR, and
arrested two of the attackers.
On the other hand, Tiwari
wrote to the Haryana DGP and
Panchkula DCP with a crosscomplaint. He alleged that the
lawyers turned up at his eatery
drunk, placed an order, and
started talking loudly. When it
wastimetoclosehis business,he
requested the lawyers to hurry
up,buttheyhurledabusesathim.
Some other customers intervened,butabrawlensued,during
which the lawyers damaged his
furniture and other articles.
Inspector Ram Pal said the
DCP officehadreceivedTiwari’s
complaint. “We will discuss the
matter with senior officials for
further action,” he added.
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election2019
A mixed bag
of results

ISSUESTHATMATTER:
CHANDIGARH INDUSTRY AND TRADERS
leadersspeak
‘REFORMS WILL
CONTINUE AFTER POLLS’

›

The issue of allowing
conversion of leasehold
property to freehold property is
in an advanced stage of
resolution. We will continue
with the reform process,
after elections. For
markets, sector
specific solutions
will be done

EVERGREEN ISSUE Problems related to industry,
markets and traders often take a political hue, as
government policy is a key external factor governing
success or failure. Read on to know how the discourse
will pan out in Chandigarh during these polls

KIRRON KHER,
Chandigarh MP

Munieshwer A Sagar
n

munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

FIGURE IT OUT

CHANDIGARH: Government policy is a key

Even as an industrial policy was
unveiled in 2015, there are
challenges galore before the city’s
industrial area. The key demand of
conversion of lease hold property to
freehold property continues to
hangs fire. Here are some numbers
on the industrial scenario in the city.

external factor that is a must for industrial growth. The City Beautiful was
lucky that its original plan gave dedicated space to this important economic
activity in Industrial Phases 1 and II.
There are 1,884 plots spread over 150
acre, but policy has floundered and it
will be fair to say that the city’s potential has not been realised yet. The IT
presence is based out of the Chandigarh
IT Park.
In past elections, both the Congress
and the BJP had promised to resolve
issues like rigid architectural controls,
relatively high power tariff and land
costs, and stringent administrative
rules. However, these problems
persist. Consequently, over 200 industrial units have moved out to Mohali
and around 40% of industrial plots are
in disuse.
THE SILVER LINING
“The industrial policy was unveiled in
2015. We were given relief on our major
long standing demands, like need-based
changes and allowing activities other
than manufacturing,” says Pankaj
Khanna, president, Industry Association, Chandigarh.
He adds that IT and IT-enabled services, warehousing and service stations
were also allowed.
“There is renewed optimism. People
are reconstructing their units to diversify into newly allowed activities,” says
Siddharth Gupta, an industrialist from
the city.
NEED-BASED CHANGES:
A PERENNIAL WOE
The issue of need-based changes is yet to
be fully resolved. This has been a ‘permanent’ part of manifestoes of all par-

1,884

Industrial plots are earmarked
in across Industrial Areas
Phases 1 and II

150 acres

Area on which these industrial
plots sprawl

40%

Industrial plots remain in disuse

ties, but clarity on the issue is elusive.
“It is not clear whether need-based
changes allowed are applicable from a
back date or are meant only for future
violations,” says,Naveen Manglani,
president, Chamber of Chandigarh
Industry.
“Penalties and notices of misuse and
building rule violations for older properties still stand. The misuse fine is very
high at ₹ 245 per sq ft. Till 2009, it was
only ₹10 per sq ft,” says Manglani.
Industrialists also lament that
expansion is difficult with limited land
availability. People are, thus, forced to
shift to Mohali.

n

The City Beautiful was lucky that its original plan gave dedicated space to important economic activity in the Industrial Area,
Phases 1 and 2. The IT presence is based out of the Rajiv Gandhi Chandigarh Technology Park.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

“Collector rates for industrial-use
plots are nearly 50% more than the market rate. This makes buying land for
expansion difficult,” adds Manglani.
SLIP IN RANKING
According to a recent report of the
department for promotion of industry
and internal trade under the Union ministry of commerce and industry, Chandigarh dropped from the 24thposition to
29th between 2014 and 2017.
“To improve this, an effective single
window eco-system is needed. Building
rules within the existing framework
should allow for industrial expansion.
A policy for startups should be framed
and implemented at the earliest,” said,
Sarvjeet Singh Virk, chairman, Chandigarh Council, Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).
Markets and traders, even Sector 17,
for long the commercial hub of the city,
are facing new challenges from the
increasing popularity of shopping malls
and the advent of e-commerce.
“The issues of vendors, need-based
changes, penalty on building violations,
and beautification of markets were also
a poll issue in 2014. Political parties
promised a lot, but not much has
changed on the ground,” said Neeraj
Bajaj, president, Chandigarh Business
Council (CBC).
Traders complain about the delay in
shifting of vendors. “Around 40 locations have already been allotted and
vendors should be shifted there,” said
Charanjiv Singh, chairman, Chandigarh Beopar Mandal, and a councillor
in the municipal corporation.
“The penalty for misuse and violations of building rules is ₹500 per sq ft
per month. This is exorbitant. No politi-

AAP fields greenhorn
from Ambala reserved seat
n

sunil.kumar@htlive.com

AMBALA: The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) has fielded a retired DGP,
Prithvi Raj Singh, 61, from
Ambala reserved constituency
to take on Rajya Sabha MP
Kumari Selja of Congress and
BJP’s sitting MP Rattan Lal
Kataria.
For Lok Sabha elections, AAP
has entered in alliance with Jannayak Janata party (JJP) in
Haryana.
The Himachal Pradesh cadre
officer, Prithvi Raj, accompanied by JJP’s Dushyant Chautala appeared for his documentation on Tuesday.
Dushyant said, “The alliance
has fielded a brave IPS officer
from Ambala to take on BJP and
Congress.”

CAR CRASH

38-YR-OLD KILLED
IN RAIPUR RANI
PANCHKULA:A38-year-oldmanwas
killedafterhiscarrammedintoa
divider on the Raipur Rani-Barwala road on Tuesday.
The deceased, Ram Singh, of
Dadumajra was travelling in a
MahindraBolerobeingdrivenby
oneVinodKumarofChandigarh.
Ram’s uncle Dayachand, 60, a
residentofSafidon,Jind,toldthe
police that he was in another car
behind his nephew on their way
from Raipur Rani to Panchkula.
In his police complaint, he
alleged that Vinod suddenly
started speeding near Mauli village bus stand, and crashed the
car into a divider.
Raipur Rani SHO inspector
Mahmood Khan said the victims
were rushed to Panchkula civil
hospital in Sector 6, where Ram
wasdeclaredbroughtdead,while
Vinod was undergoing treatment. “We have booked Vinod
underSections279(rashdriving)
and304A(causingdeathbynegligence) oftheIPC,”he added.HTC

n

Prithvi Raj Singh

“There is no Narendra Modi
waive in the country and this
time, people have decided to bid
adieu to the BJP government
from the Centre and state.The
workers and leaders of the alliance will contest as a unit. We
are hoping to perform well in
these elections,”JJP’s Hisar
nominee said.

‘BJP, CONGRESS DID
INJUSTICE TO PEOPLE’
Hailing from the Jagadhri town
of Yamunanagar district, the
1987- batch IPS officer, Prithvi
Raj Singh , accused the BJP and
Congress of not improving the
law and order in the state.
“Both the parties do not want
to bring reforms in policing sector and have done injustice to
the public,” the retired DGP
said.
Slamming Selja and Kataria,
Singh said that the people have
seen their tenures as an MP but
they did injustice to the people’s
expectations.
“After retiring from the
police force in 2017, I started
working on ground level.Now, I
want to serve the people and
raise their concerns before law
makers,” he said.

Chandigarh MC House
meeting on April 30
HT Correspondent
n

‘CONNECT TO GLOBAL BUSINESS HUBS’

›

After the industry reaches a certain
size, Chandigarh is not the place to
be. A successful industry has to move out
of the city, because of several constraints.
Connectivity to global business hubs is
crucial for industrial growth in the city.
SARVJEET SINGH VIRK, Chandigarh Council, CII

›

Conversion from leasehold
to freehold for commercial
and industrial plots will be
done. Market associations will
be involved to resolve parking
problems. FAR for industrial
area will be increased
from 1 to 1.5, and for
5 marla plots to 2.
PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL,
Congress candidate

‘RESOLVE VENDOR ISSUE’

›

Even after many assurances from
political promises, issues related to
markets have only worsened. Parking and
vendor problems should be resolved on
priority as these are the major cause of
frustration for residents and traders.

‘TIME TO DELIVER
HAS COME’

›

JAGDISHPAL SINGH KALRA, general secretary,
Sector 17 Traders Association

cal party has helped reduce such unfair
fines and penalties,” Bajaj adds.
TALK OF SOLUTIONS
Taking credit for bringing out the first
Chandigarh Industrial Policy in 2015,
MP Kirron Kher says that a sweeping
policy cannot work to boost sector markets. She adds that vendors needed to be
rehabilitated. “We have been working
on these issues even under the Smart
City project,” she adds.

Khanna adds that the administration
must frame a policy on the conversion
of leasehold property to freehold
property.
“Parking spaces in the city’s markets
need urgent expansion and better management. The issue of vendors shifting
to already designated zones is pending.
In the face of competition from e-commerce and mall culture, markets need
rejuvenation and beautification
drives,” adds Charanjiv.

Many industrial units were
forced to move out of the
city because both the
Congress and the BJP have
failed to resolve issues like
need-based changes and
conversion of
leasehold to
freehold. Promises
have not been kept.

HARMOHAN DHAWAN,
AAP candidate

POLLBUZZ

IN FRAY Prithvi Raj — a 1987-batch IPS officer — will contest against
Kumari Selja of Congress and BJP’s sitting MP Rattan Lal Kataria
Sunil Rahar

expertview

‘MULTIPLE REFORMS
ON THE CARDS’

faulty tax notices.

Bir Devinder
targets Cong,
Badal govts on
development

Of unfulfilled
promises
and poor
man’s welfare

The Shiromani Akali Dal (
Taksali) candidate from
Anandpur Sahib Bir Devinder on Tuesday took a dig at
the Congress and the Badal
government over the development of the area in past 12
years. Devinder was
addressing a poll meeting at
Ranjit Nagar, Kharar. During the event, he said, people
are suffering due to the lack
of basic amenities and infrastructure. He said that when
he was MLA from 2002 to
2007, he built a government
school in Kharar and carried
out multiple developmental
works in the area. “We will
modernise all the offices,
including the panchayat
office and municipal council
building in Kharar,” he said.

Targeting PM Narender
Modi and his government,
Congress candidate Pawan
Kumar Bansal said, he never
thought about the welfare of
the poor people in the past
five years. Bansal was attending a poll meeting at Milk Colony, Dhanas on Tuesday. He
said that the Modi government did not launch any
scheme or programme for the
economically weaker section. The former Union minister reminded the gathering
that “the BJP was famous for
making false promises to misguide the public which it
knows it cannot fulfil”.
“What happened to creating
two crore new jobs annually
which the party had promised?” he asked.

n

PICTURE SAYS IT ALL: MP Kirron Kher, accompanied by her close aide Sahdev Salaria, visiting city
BJP chief Sanjay Tandon (left) after announcement of her candidature from Chandigarh seat on
Tuesday, Tandon was also a contender for the party ticket.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

AAP’s broom car on the roll

AAP’s assurances on regularisation

Taking a unique canvassing style, an AAP volunteer in Chandigarh, Suresh Kumar, has decked up his Maruti car with brooms
— party’s poll symbol — and cutout posters of party’s Chandigarh candidate Harmohan Dhawan and national convener Arvind Kejriwal. A trader by profession, Kumar travels nearly 70 to
80km per day in his car. Interestingly, he even bears fuel
expanses. “I have received a lot of attention on the road, although
some people have also responded negatively,” says Kumar. But
his only aim is to spread of “positive vibes around AAP” in city.

Former sarpanches and panches led by AAP leader Jujhar Singh
campaigned for party candidate Harmohan Dhawan in Behlana
village, Chandigarh on Tuesday. The villagers gave a warm welcome to the team. However, they were angry that the panchayats
have been abolished and regularisation of the houses outside lal
dora still remains a distant dream. Jujhar Singh assured the villagers, if Dhawan wins, he will restore the panchayats and also
regularise the houses outside lal dora.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The municipal cor-

poration (MC) will hold its
monthly House meeting on April
30. Except approval of last House
meeting’s minutes, any listed
agenda is not expected due to the
enforcement of the model code of
conduct.
MC had sought approval from
Election Commission to table the
policy draft on construction and
demolition waste but has not
received a go ahead so far.
MayorRajesh Kalia said,“The
meeting will be customary since
it is important as per the municipal laws for the approval of last
House meeting’s minutes.”
Congress, however, will use
the opportunity to corner the
BJP ahead of May 19 elections.
Sources said that they will raise
the issue of low water pressure,
chaos in parking areas besides
harassment to residents due to

DUMPING GROUND
PROJECT: MC TEAM
LEAVES FOR AMRAVATI
MC team headed by commissioner KK Yadav has left for
Amravati in Maharastra to
study their ongoing project on
removing unprocessed waste.
MC is in process to prepare
tenders for removing five lakh
tonnesof oldwaste from the open
dumping ground in Dadumajra.
The civic body is also under
pressure to take up the project
since it recently gave an undertaking before the NGT that by
December 2020 it will flatten the
entire waste.
Sources said that during the
visit, MC team will inspect how
Amravati MC has been executing work to remove their old
unprocessed garbage and then
add few inputs in its terms and
conditions before floating the
tenders.

n

Lashkar Singh

CPI (ML) Red
Star’s Lashkar
Singh announces
candidature
n

AAP volunteer Suresh Kumar has decked up his Maruti car with
RAVI KUMAR/HT
brooms and posters of party leaders.

Bansal’s elder son, his poll crusader
Congress candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal’s elder son, Amit Bansal, too has jumped into the poll wagon, seeking votes for his
father. Amit held canvassing in parks in Sectors 19 and 20. While
interacting with the joggers, Amit reminded them of the developmental works carried out by his father in Chandigarh.
CONTRIBUTED BY VIVEK GUPTA, HILLARY VICTOR

Comrade Lashkar Singh has
announced his candidature
from Chandigarh for CPI (ML),
Red Star, which is a splinter
group of the communist front.
He announced his candidature
during media interaction at the
ChandigarhPress Club. Hesaid
that he will be filing his nomination on April 29. He said that
the major issues will be failure
of mainstream parties in dividing society on the name of caste,
creed and religion.

97,000 NEW VOTERS IN MOHALI
Kharar and Mohali assemblies fall under Anandpur
Sahib constituency, while Dera Bassi falls under Patiala.
2019
3.8 lakh
3.4 lakh
7.1 lakh

YEAR
Men
Women
TOTAL VOTERS

2014
3.2 lakh
2.9 lakh
6.2 lakh

AGE GROUP
18-19

12,000

20-29

1.43 lakh

30-39

1.94 lakh

40-49

1.45 lakh

50-59

1.03 lakh

60-69

50,000

70-79

38,000

80-89

12,000

90-99

2,200

Above 100

102
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GOLDEN JUBILEE OF
CHANDIGARH GOLF CLUB

GOING STRONG 85-year-old Simran Singh is the only surviving founder member of the club. He still plays a round of 18 holes thrice a week. (Inset) Archival photograph
of Dr PN Chuttani, who was president of Chandigarh Golf Club when it was inaugurated on April 24, 1969, going for a drive; plaque on club’s foundation at its reception.

PHOTOS: KARUN SHARMA/HT

50 years of golfing glory
ICONIC INSTITUTION From a dusty and uneven patch
next to Sukhna Lake to a picturesque 18-hole course,
the Chandigarh Golf Club has come a long way in five
decades, honing the precocious talent, churning out
world-class champions and attracting golfers in droves.
The most coveted club has set its sight higher, but faces
challenge to maintain its greens and be more inclusive
Saurabh Duggal
n

saurabh.duggal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: A courtesy call to AL
Fletcher, the then financial commissioner in the Punjab sports department,
at the Chandigarh golf course in 1965
turned out to be a game changer for newly
recruited badminton coach Simran
Singh, who also ended up winning a bet of
Rs 15.
“Somewhere in the second half of that
year, I joined as badminton coach and
was posted to Chandigarh. I thought of
meeting Fletcher at the golf course as he
was a regular. He along with PN Thapar,
the then chief secretary, and Justice
Donald Falshaw were hitting balls at T-1.
I was young and didn’t think twice before
asking Fletcher why he wasn’t hitting the
ball straight. He got a little upset and
asked me if I’d ever played golf. He challenged me to hit the ball straight and we
agreed on a bet of Rs 5. Being a sportsman,
I had decent hand-eye coordination and
hit a long shot. He thought it was a fluke
but I did it thrice. He gave me Rs 15 and
invited me to join the golf course,” says
Simran Singh, 85.
He became a pro and later coach of the
Indian golf squad for the 1986 Seoul Asian
Games. “The greens of the Chandigarh
Golf Club were once a rough, rocky terrain.
There were hardly any trees. We got
snacks from home and for there was no restaurant. Once the bomb disposal squad
was called to defuse shells found near the
seventh fairway,” says Singh, who still
plays a round of 18 holes thrice a week.
He is the only surviving founder member of the club. “Back then, there was no
waiting for membership. On Fletcher’s
insistence, I applied and got playing
rights. A few months later, my membership was approved for just Rs 150,” he
says and adds, “That one meeting
changed the course of my life.”

PRIZED POSSESSION
Today, the club’s membership is a prized

possession with the who’s who of society
joining in. It is one of the busiest courses
in the country with a daily footfall of more
than 400 golfers. The minimum waiting
for membership is a decade and the entry
fee is Rs 3.8 lakh. Permanent membership
costs another Rs 3.8 lakh.
“But one criterion remains
unchanged. One has to know how to play
golf,” says Simran Singh, who was captain of the club from 1970-75. “Though golf
is an expensive game, the club management has reached out. It has supported
caddies from underprivileged backgrounds to pursue the sport professionally. Today, 15 of our caddies play in the
professional circuit. Many have graduated to coaching,” says club president
Birinder Singh Gill, 59, who has been a
member since 1986.
“Turning 50 is an iconic landmark in
Le Corbusier’s city. It’s an honour for all
members to be part of the club as we reach
this milestone,” he says.
Pal Singh, a caddie-turned-coach who
played professionally, was awarded permanent membership in the ’90s for excelling both as golfer and a coach. “I’ve been
coming here since 1969. I was in Class 5
when I visited the course for the first time.
I became a caddie but the club’s coach,
Johrudin, saw promise in me. I turned
pro in 1990,” says the 61-year-old.
“A member once complained to the
management committee that I’m not a
good golfer and can’t play at par (completing the round in 72 strokes). I took the
challenge on the condition that if I failed
to do so, the club could remove me as a
coach but if I succeeded, it would give me
permanent membership. I played fiveunder and the next day my membership
was approved,” says Pal Singh. One of his
three daughters, Preetinder Kaur, is also
a golf coach.
“Club members, staff and caddies are
all part of one big family. Subedar Kartar
Singh was the first employee and for
years it was a one-man army. After his
death, then president Malvinder Singh

A major part of developing the 18-hole
course was done during the tenure of then
president RS Mann and Lt Col AP Singh,
who was the club captain and later went
on to become president.

1969
n

THEN AND NOW: The club house has seen many changes over the years and is now
reckoned as one of the most aesthetic place for members to unwind.

2019

DEVELOPING THE GREENS
Initially, the golf course was not part of Le
Corbusier’s plan for Chandigarh. It was
in the early ’60s when civil servants,
retired government officials and senior
doctors at the Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and Research (PGI),
informally formed the golf club and urged
the then Punjab chief minister to allot
land for the course.
“When the course came up, there were
eight holes and another was added a few
years later. In 1966, the Chandigarh Golf
Society was registered and the club was
run from House No. 2-D in Sector 5. Then
Punjab governor Dharma Vira, who was
an avid golfer, allocated land from Raj
Bhawan for the course to add three more
holes. He got the club building sanctioned
from the Chandigarh administration. On
April 24, 1969, he inaugurated the Chandigarh Golf Club,” says Dr GS Kochhar, a
member since 1982 who is part of the man-

aging committee. “Till the early ’90s,
there was no booking needed to tee off.
One could simply walk in and play. From
the mid-’90s, the rising footfall led to the
system of booking playing slots,” says
Sandeep Singh Sandhu, 54, who started
coming to the club in 1979 as a dependent
member and later graduated to becoming
a permanent member. The membership
fee was Rs 400 in 1979.
By the late ’70s, with increase in membership, the then management committee decided to expand the course to 18
holes. UT chief engineer Kulbeer Singh
was instrumental in facilitating land
acquisition across the road. Since the
area was a riverbed of stone, then major
general PN Hoon, who was posted at
Chandimandir and later became the
army commander of Western Command,
chipped in with machinery and manpower to level the area. “We approached
five-time British Open champion Peter
Thompson, who was in Delhi on the invite
of the Delhi Golf Course, to design our
course. We provided one side airfare to
Thomson for designing our course,” says
Simran Singh.

got his photo installed in the club in 2012.
Anyone who contributes to the club
deserves to be remembered,” says Jasbir
Singh, a member since 1990.
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CRADLE OF CHAMPS
The club has produced some of the country’s top golfers from Jeev Milkha Singh
to the present sensation, Shubhankar
Sharma.
Kanwalinder Singh was the first golfer
from the club to participate in the World
Juniors in San Diego in 1980. He won the
Sri Lanka Open in 1983, five years after
his father Simran Singh won the event.
Unfortunately, Kanwalinder died young
in a road accident.
To encourage youngsters to pursue
golf, the club hosts professional tournaments. Though there was a lean period
when no professional event was held
from 2013-17, the club hosted a Rs 1-crore
prize money event in 2017. Last year, the
prize money was increased to Rs 1.5 crore.
“Over the years, every committee has
tried to add facilities and today we are
among the best golf clubs in the country
with top golfers playing here,” says Rohit
Singh Dagar, a member since 1990 and
captain in 2017.
By virtue of their husbands being
members of the club, women have also
taken to the greens. In 1976, Brijinder SD
Singh became the first permanent
woman member. The club formed the
ladies section in 1988 and Taran Simranjit
Singh was the first lady captain. The
course has produced many top woman
golfers too, including Irina Brar, who
retained the country’s number one position between 1999 and 2008.
TIME FOR ANOTHER COURSE
Given the footfall and to ensure maintenance, Chandigarh needs another golf
course.
Arjuna awardee Harmeet Kahlon, 48,
who has been a member since 1990,
agrees, “The Chandigarh Golf Club
should make the game more inclusive,
especially for children who are not members or whose parents are not members.”
In five decades, the club has taken golf
to the next level and to remain a leader, it
should come up with a five-year plan that
every committee adheres to.
With new equipment, the ball goes further that reduces the challenge for players. The committee needs to take a clall on
re-laying and re-designing the course. It
is time to take the legacy forward and host
international professional tournaments,
starting with Asian tour events.

PAST PRESIDENTS
THEY NURTURED
THE CLUB
PN Thapar (1962-66)
Dr PN Chuttani (1966-75)
RS Talwar (1975-78)
Prem Bhatia (1979-82)
Paramjit Singh (1982-85)
RS Mann (1985-88; 89-93)
Lt Col AP Singh (1988-89;
2003-05)
Bikramjeet Singh (1993-95)
Lt Gen Depinder Singh
(1995-96)
Raja Malvinder Singh
(1996-98; 2002-03; 2011-12)
Tegvir Singh Sibia (1998-99;
2001-2002)
GS Sandhu (1999-2001;
2005-07; 2012-14)
RS Sandhu (2007-08)
DS Bains (2008-09)
Birinder Singh Gill (2009-11;
2014-16; 2018-19)
IPS Mann (2016-17)
Ravibir Singh (2017-18)

›

Turning 50 is an iconic
landmark in the history
of club. It’s an honour for all
members to be part of this
institution. We are proud to be
one of the most dynamic golf
club in the country.
BIRINDER SINGH GILL, president,
Chandigarh Golf Club

ROLL OF HONOUR

JEEV MILKHA SINGH, 47

HARMEET KAHLON, 48

GAGANJEET BHULLAR, 30

SHUBHANKAR SHARMA, 22

AJEETESH SANDHU, 30

KARANDEEP KOCHHAR, 19

Jeev was the first player from India to join
the European tour in 1998. He got the Arjuna
award in 1999. Jeev won four events on the
European tour, becoming one of the most
successful Indian golfers.

He secured his breakthrough victory at the
2002 Hero Honda Masters, an Asian Tour
sanctioned event. He won the Arjuna award
in 1997 and two years later he turned
professional at 29. Now, he is into coaching.

One of the country’s best professional
golfers, he has nine Asian tour titles to his
credit. He won a European tour title, too,
and was conferred with the Arjuna
award in 2013.

He turned pro at 17 and is the current
golfing sensation of the country. He has
won two events in European tour and as
many in the Asian tour. Last year, he played
all four majors.

He turned pro in 2008 and won the
maiden Asian tour event, Yeangder
Tournament Players Championship at
Taipei, in 2017. He is ranked 10th in the Asia
Order of Merit.

He is placed fourth in the Professional Golf
Tour of India order of merit. His best came in
the Jeev Milkha Invitational in 2018, where
he finished second. He is seen as the next
big thing in Indian golf from Chandigarh.
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MADEINCHANDIGARH
SHARHAAN SINGH, 33, ACTOR

‘Work in city helped my
career as actor in Mumbai’
ACTING BUG A stint with Doordarshan, work in a few television serials
and music videos here prepared Sharhaan Singh for tinsel town
WORK
A popular actor in the Indian television industry,
Sharhaan Singh has worked in various serials,
including Uttaran, Maharana Pratap, KumKum
Bhagya, Kasam Tere Pyaar Ki and Sankat Mochan
Mahabali Hanumaan. He has also acted in Punjabi
films Yaraan Naal Baharaan, Thana Shagna Da and
Mr & Mrs 420, even landing roles in Hindi film Padmavat and a bilingual film Back to Honeymoon.
Brands like Gillette, Samsung, Yamaha and Hyundai have had him as their corporate ambassador.
HOMETOWN
Patiala, Punjab
FAMILY
Singh is unmarried. His father Gulshan Lal Singh is
an ex-employee of Punjab Roadways. His mother
late Chanderkanta was a homemaker and younger
brother Rahul Singh, a film editor, is married and
has two daughters.
EDUCATION
After completing schooling from various institutions in Patiala, he took admission in city’s Government Mohindra College and graduated in arts. For
post graduation, Singh opted for the theatre and television department of Patiala’s Punjabi University.
MY AREA OF EXPERTISE
Acting, especially playing negative characters,
comedy and dubbing.
MY SECRET SAUCE
I am a method actor who believes in planning and
preparation. In order to give the best shot, it is
important to rehearse before the final execution.
THE MANTRA OF SUCCESS IN ACTING
Determination, hard work and planning are the
three things for a successful acting career. Being an
actor is not an easy job, but if you are determined and
ready to work hard without giving up, there’s nothing that can stop you from achieving.
THE TURNING POINT
Joining the theatre department of Punjabi University, Patiala, was the first turning point as I took the
first step in making my dream to act come true.
Other highlights were signing my first Punjabi
movie Yaraan Nal Baharaan with director Manmohan Singh, and playing a character in Uttaran. It
opened the doors to the Hindi television industry for
me and got me a lot of recognition.
WHAT I OWE TO THE CITY
I came over here to work, to begin my career and
realise my dreams. The city prepared me for the
industry in Mumbai. My first film Yaraan Naal
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Baharaan was shot here. I also
worked in Doordarshan, did
some television serials and
many music videos. Chandigarh once was what Mumbai is
to me now.
THINGS I LIKE TO DO
WHEN I VISIT CHANDIGARH
I like travelling around the city and
going to the Sukhna Lake. Coming
here also means catching up with old
friends . It’s the place where I get to listen to the latest Punjabi music tracks.
You get the real feel of Punjab over here.
HOW HAS THE CITY CHANGED
OVER THE YEARS?
I think every other place has undergone a change but for Chandigarh,
which still remains the same. It’s
as well maintained as it was
before. Living in Mumbai and
experiencing traffic problems
daily, it feels great to see how
organised the city is.
CHANGES I WOULD WANT
TO SEE IN THE CITY
A film city should be developed in
Chandigarh as it is the hub of
entertainment in the north. Also,
the city should upgrade the international airport and start more
international flights for better
connectivity across the globe.

Edu dept proposes changes in
curriculum to prepare students
PLANNING Team of teachers assessed, discussed previous
year PISA questions papers and divided test items in six levels

Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The UT education

department has proposed additions in the curriculum of Class
7, 8 and 9 to prepare Chandigarh
students for the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) 2021.
PISA is the OECD’s (Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development) programme
that tests 15-year-old students
from all over the world in reading, mathematics and science.
“The test will be based on the
NCERT curriculum for Classes
7, 8 and 9. Some topics from
Class 10 and a few topics from
books other than NCERT,
knowledge of which a child
might require in everyday life,
will be introduced in the

QUANTUM
MECHANICS
DISCUSSED AT PU
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

classes,” said an official communication during the PISA orientation held at Delhi Public
School, Sector 40.
“The additions will be made
at the basic level so that by the
time students reach PISA 2021
exam, they have a basic knowledge of all topics,” added the
communication.
As per the plan proposed by
UT education department, creative teaching strategies will also
be used by teachers to enhance
understanding of students.
Education department had
constituted a team of teachers
which assessed and discussed
previous year PISA questions,
after which the test items were
divided into six difficulty levels
as per PISA.
The teachers also created a
question bank on the basis of

COMMITTEE OF MASTER
TRAINERS
The education department has
constituted three committees in
which will have 13 government
school teachers and 11 private
school teachers each as members. Principal of St Johns’ High
School Kavita Dass will head the
committee for mathematics,
Delhi Public School principal
Reema Dewaan for language literacy and DAV Public School,
Sector 15, principal Anuja
Sharma for science.
These teachers will be master
trainers for other teachers
across the city. This training
policy has been made mandatory to be followed by schools.

Lesson on humour
writing marks
World Book Day

THE BEST ADVICE I’VE
EVER GOT
Manoj Bajpai advised me not to
be carried away with success
in life. He said that one
should always stay grounded
to avoid falling hard in case
of failure.
MY ADVICE TO
YOUNGSTERS
IN MY FIELD
If you choose what you
think you can do the best,
you will automatically be
the best. Don’t follow
others. Listen to what
your heart says. Always
value people and time. Set a
routine and be punctual.

ebrations began with much literary flair and fanfare at the British
Library on Tuesday.
HT columnist and author of
social media satire “Trollitically
Incorrect” Chetna Keer interacted with young readers about
books and humour writing during the event. Students from various tricity schools took part in the
celebrations.
Keer talked about her journey
from the first children’s book
“Veggies Go On A Beauty
Parade” to the humour book on
social media.
She gave students handy hints
on becoming humour writer, outlining the 3Ds that define humour
writing — detachment, depth and
dollops of wit. She busted the pop-

‘No policy on management of paddy straw’
n

chandigarh@hindutantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : There is no policy

laid down for the management of
paddy straw, said chief principal
secretary to Punjab CM Suresh
Kumar during the workshop on
management of biomass (agriwaste and municipal waste) into
bio-resources.
Panjab University’s department of science and technology in
association with the Chandigarh
Region Innovation and Knowledge Cluster (CRIKC) organised
the fifth such workshop.
Kumar, who was a chief guest
at the event, said, “The Centre

wants same amount of production of rice and at the same time
suggests reducing paddy area.
Wheat residue is not a problem, it
is our traditional crop. Paddy was
never our (Punjab’s) crop. We
were asked to grow paddy
because the country wanted it.
But we have failed to take care of
the agro-waste which is an economic resource but there is no
laid down policy for it.”
He pointed out three issues to
focus on – policy gaps, gaps in
research and planning of economics.
Punjab agriculture and soil
conservation secretary KS
Pannu said rice crop is being sup-

plied to the country by Punjab at
the cost of underground water.
“Water is a bigger issue at
present. A report had suggested
that the drinking water in Punjab
will only last till the next 20
years.”
Government of India, department of science and technology,
scientist Anita Aggarwal
stressed upon the need for sustainable solution to agro-waste
and stubble burning in the
region.
Gujarat Life Sciences, Ahmedabad, chairman MH Mehta, in his
keynote address, highlighted the
issue of two-day window from
paddy to wheat transition, which

makes in situ remediation of
paddy straw as a promising solution. He demonstrated application of customised microbial consortium, which has been successfully practised in Gujarat and
Maharashtra.
Punjab Pollution Control
Board Chairman SS Marwaha
shared some of the initiatives of
the pollution board such as doorto-door awareness programmes
related to harmful effects of stubble burning.
Raising the issue of municipal
solid waste, he said, “Segregation
is not possible in India. We have
tried and failed. We need to
develop our own methods.”

n

Chetna Keer during the session
on World Book Day at British
KARUN SHARMA/HT
Library.

ular misconception that writing
humour comes easy.
“Take your studies seriously,
take your parents and teachers'
advice seriously, even take your
peers and pets seriously, but for
heaven's sake, don’t take yourself
seriously,” advised Keer. HTC

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

campusconnect

Prize distribution function
at Dev Samaj College-36
CHANDIGARH : Dev Samaj College of
Education, Sector 36, organised its
37th annual prize distribution
function on Tuesday. Principal
Agnese Dhillon and chief guest,
college secretary and chairman,
Nirmal Singh Dhillon gave away the
prizes. More than 400 students of
BEd , MEd, PGDGC and PGDFCG were
given medals for their performance
in academics and sports. A farewell
party was also organised for the
passing out batches. Song and dance
programme was also presented.

First annual day at
Neerja Bhanot hostel
CHANDIGARH : Neerja Bhanot Hall,
girls hostel number 10, Panjab
University, celebrated its first annual
day. Brother of late Neerja Bhanot
Anish Bhanot and sister-in-law
Shanti Bhanot were the chief guests.
Anish Bhanot gifted a book on Neerja
to the hostel. Warden Archana

n

Members of Students for Society protesting outside Panjab
ANIL DAYAL/HT
University V-C Raj Kumar’s office on Tuesday.

Joshi Library.
Dean Students’ Welfare
(DSW) Emanual Nahar met
members of both the organisations but leaders of the organi-

Class 9: Introduction to
logarithms, logarithms,Introduction to trigonometric ratios

HSSC scam: SIT
gets one more
month to conclude
investigation
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

sations said that no compromise
was reached.
Both the organisations have
decided to continue protest till
their demands are met.

granted one-month time to special investigation team (SIT) for
concluding the investigation
into Haryana Staff Selection
Commission (HSSC) cash-forjob scam case.
The court of additional district
and sessions judge Narender
Sura in its April 18 order
adjourned the case till May 24,
awaiting a final report with further investigation. The court has
also made it clear that no further
time will be granted to the SIT.
The scam pertains to the
appointment of drivers, clerks
and nurses against posts advertised by the commission. During
the resumed hearing on April 18,
an application was filed by the
public prosecutor for granting
two months more time to complete the investigation.
As per the detailed order,
ACP Vijay Deswal submitted
details about the investigation
after the last date of hearing. He
submitted that investigation
would have been completed till
now but two members of the SIT
have been deputed as observers
in the other states for Lok Sabha
elections.
“There is substantial progress
in the investigation. Considering
the stage of investigation and the
fact that two members of the SIT
are deputed as observers in the
elections in other states, this
court is of the view that it will be
in the interest of justice if one
month’s more time is granted to
the SIT to conclude investigation,” the order reads.
The racket involving employees of the HSSC and other departments, and brokers who were
seeking money from aspirants for
selection in government jobs was
unearthed on April 5 last year.

schoolnotes
ST JOAN’S PUBLIC SCHOOL

NAAC ORIENTATION
PROGRAMME
CHANDIGARH : The National Assessment Accreditation Council (NAAC)
assessors conducted one-day
assessors orientation programme at
Panjab University on Tuesday.
Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)
hosted the programme in collaboration with NAAC. The programme was
attended by the vice-chancellors,
deans, senior professors and directors of various institutions. NAAC
former adviser BS Madhukar gave an
overview and workflow of revised
accreditation framework that NAAC
has recently introduced. Deputy
adviser at NAAC Pratibha Singh
emphasised that 70% NAAC accreditation is based on quantitative
criteria and 30% is based on qualitative metrics.

iya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
and Students for Society (SFS)
protested outside Panjab University vice-chancellor Raj
Kumar’s office on Tuesday.
Both the parties submitted
memorandums of their
demands.
The SFS is demanding 24X7
access to reading hall of Guru
Teg Bahadur Bhavan, transparency in hostel allocation process and cooperative mess in
Hostel No 1.
The ABVP is demanding
stipends
for
research
scholars, free bicycles for students, reduction in SAIFCIL
charges and 24X7 access to AC

Class 8: Permutation and
combination, Introduction to
banking, Logical reasoning

PANCHKULA : A local court has

CHANDIGARH : The Akhil Bharat-

HT Correspondent

Class 7: Sequence and series,
Introduction to banking,
Logical reasoning

n

HT Correspondent
n

New topics in maths

HT Correspondent

Student parties protest outside
vice-chancellor’s office at PU

AS TOLD TO RIBHA SOOD

PISA tests are conducted every
three years. The tests are
designed to gauge how well
the students master key
subjects in order to be prepared
for real-life situations. Only
15-year-olds are tested because
in most countries, at the age of
15, students can decide whether
or not they want to continue
their education. PISA publishes
the test results to help governments shape their education
policy.

test items from PISA 2006 and
2012, which will be shared with
teachers across Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH:World Book Day celCHANDIGARH: The department of
physics, Panjab University (PU),
organised the fifth Prof
BM Anand memorial lecture on
Tuesday.
Director, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR),
Mumbai, Sandip P Trivedi, delivered the lecture on ‘quantum
entanglement’. Trivedi started
with the basics of quantum
mechanics and the theory of
John Bell with the idea that probability cannot be negative.
He built up the quantum
entanglement theory with
the idea from the solid state
physics
and
quantum
mechanics and gradually introduced the concept of quantum
computers.

WHAT IS PISA

Kids learn
benefits of fruits
ZIRAKPUR: Kindergarten students of
St Joan’s Public School celebrated
Fruit Day with enthusiasm on Tuesday. The aim of the event was to
apprise the children of the importance of fruits in their everyday diet.
Chairperson Shanta Nayyar and
principal Hema Singh were present on
the occasion.

ST JOSEPH’S SR SEC SCHOOL

Session on international
education

n

Students with medals after their annual day function at Dev Samaj College of Education in Sector 36,
Chandigarh, on Tuesday.
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

Chauhan said the book has inspired
her to open a small recreational
library in the hostel.

Competitions mark centenary
of Jallianwala massacre
CHANDIGARH : MCM DAV College,
history department, held competitions to mark centenary of Jallianwala massacre. Poster-making and
slogan-writing competitions were
organised on theme ‘Remembering
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre’. The
competitions witnessed enthusiastic
participation of students.

Lecture on ‘Indian Ocean and
India’s maritime history’
CHANDIGARH : A special lecture on
‘Indian Ocean and India’s maritime
history’ was organised by the
department of defence and national
security studies at Panjab University
on Tuesday. Senior visiting fellow at S
Rajaratnam School of International
Studies, Singapore, and retired Indian
Navy Officer Vijay Sakhuja delivered
the lecture.

Annual function at
Mother Teresa Hall
CHANDIGARH : Mother Teresa Hall,
Panjab University girls hostel no 6
organised its annual function. Hostel
residents organised a party to bid
farewell to the outgoing mates.
Secretary to vice-chancellor DevinderSingh was the chief guest. Dean
students’ welfare (men) Emanual
Nahar and DSW (women) Neena
Capalash graced the occasion.

GMCH-32 librarian
gets best paper award
CHANDIGARH : Librarian at Government Medical College and Hospital,
Chandigarh, : Har Kaur has been
conferred with the Dr Kautilya
Shukla best paper award in a conference held at the Indian Institute of
Health Management Research,
Jaipur. The award has been introduced by the Federation of Health
Science Library Associations of India
in the memory of a library professional Kautilya Shukla.

World Book Day celebration
CHANDIGARH : Post Graduate
Government College, Sector 46,
celebrated World Book Day on
Tuesday. Library in-charge Mukesh
Kumari said these events help in
motivating students regarding the
importance of books. Head of the
literary society Baljit Singh wished
students. Principal Rosy Walia Joshi
gave books to regular visitors of the
library.

Moot court competition at PU
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University,
department of law, organised an
intra-department moot court
competition on Tuesday. The
day began with orientation,
draw of lots for the preliminary
rounds and memorial exchange.
There were 18 teams, each comprising two speakers and one researcher.
The final round had a two-judge
bench comprising Justice Amit Rawal
and Justice Harsimran Singh Sethi
from Punjab and Haryana high court.

CHANDIGARH: Students of St Joseph’s Senior Secondary, Sector 44D,
attended a session on international
education organised by IDP Education
on Tuesday. Deep Kamal Gill was the
keynote speaker. Students were
apprised of means of getting appropriate information about international universities and the scholarships offered by them.

KV GC CRPF, PINJORE

Handball meet
PINJORE: Students of Kendriya
Vidyalaya (KV) GC CRPF, held the 50th
Regional level Sports Meet (2019-20)
for Handball (girls) U-14,17 on Tuesday.
Principal Harjeet Kaur blessed the
participants. The sports officials from
Tau Devi Lal Cricket Stadium, Sector 3,
Panchkula, were the judges.

BLUE BIRD HIGH SCHOOL

Scholars felicitated
PANCHKULA: Blue Bird High School,
Sector 16, felicitated scholars who
achieved academic excellence in the
session 2018-19 on Tuesday. As many
as 46 toppers from all classes were
given badges and four of them
were given green ties. Principal
Vandna Bhatnagar
congratulated the achievers.

n

Students of Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, with certificates and trophies won at the UIET Model United
Nations.
HT PHOTO

ST ANNE’S CONVENT SCHOOL

Student chosen for NTSE
CHANDIGARH: Chaitanya Aggarwal of
St Anne’s Convent School, Sector 32,
was among the 20 students selected
for the National Talent Search Examination 2018-19. The exam was conducted by the State Council of
Educational Research and Training ,
Chandigarh on Tuesday.

BHAVAN VIDYALAYA,
CHANDIGARH

Students bring laurels
CHANDIGARH: The MUN team of
Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, excelled
in their respective committees in UIET
MUN 2018 held on March 16 and 17.
The team comprised of Vaishnavi
Kashyap, Khushi Sheoran, Arnav
Chugh, Natasha, Gauran Dhir and
Udbhav.

SAUPIN’S SCHOOL

Story-telling session
PANCHKULA: Teachers of the kinder-

garten students of Saupin’s School,
Sector 9, orated the story ‘The Witch’s
Wall’ on Tuesday. Teachers were
dressed as per the different characters from the story. Also, students of
the pre-primary wing enacted the
different characters from their
favourite stories.

to incorporate healthy eating habits
in students. Students of Classes 1 and
2 made sandwiches and those of Class
3 participated in salad decoration.

HANSRAJ PUBLIC SCHOOL

PANCHKULA: Students of Solitaire
International School, Sector 20,
Celebrated World Book Day on
Tuesday. The teachers staged a play
highlighting the importance of
reading books. The effort of the
teachers was applauded by the
principal and the school management.

Literature fest
PANCHKULA: Hansraj Public school,
Sector 6, organised a three-day
literature fest ‘The Crucible’ on
Tuesday. The aim was to encourage
students to read books. Activities
including ‘word wizard’, poster-making competition and a puppet show
were organised.

PML SD PUBLIC SCHOOL

Little chef activity
CHANDIGARH : A ‘little chef’ activity
was held in the primary wing of
Pandit Mohan Lal Sanatan Dharam
(PML SD) School , Sector 32C, on
Tuesday. The aim of the activity was

World Book Day
SOLITAIRE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

DOON PUBLIC SCHOOL
PANCHKULA : Doon Public School,
Sector 21, celebrated World Book Day
on Tuesday. Students of Classes 1 to 5
participated in ‘Spellathon’ which
required students to spelling out the
words correctly. Students of Classes 6
to 8 reviewed the books of their
choice. Principal Sunita Anand
appreciated the efforts.
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shortstories

MOHALI: A local court has
awarded a man five years in jail
for sexually assaulting the
seven-year-old son of his employer. The convict was identified
as Surinder Kumar. He was
booked on March 11, 2018 for
sexually assaulting the son of his
employer, who had hired him as a
HTC
domestic help.

WANDERLUST Whether you
prefer flights, trains, bikes or
your own feet, there is a travel
book to inspire you

Man held with 3,900
intoxicant tablets
MOHALI :A 21-year-old man was
arrested with 3,900 intoxicant
tablets in Sunny Enclave, police
said on Tuesday. The accused was
identified as Luvpreet Singh, a
resident of Samundra, Nawanshahr. He was arrested from a
naka in Sunny Enclave following a
tip-off. Police said he was carrying
a bag on his shoulders when he
was stopped for checking. On
searching the bag, cops recovered
1,800 tablets of Alprazolam and
2,100 tablets of Tramadol. A case
under the NDPS Act was registered against the accused.
Alprozolam is used to treat
depression, while Tramadol
tablets are an opioid pain
HTC
medication.

LEFT HIGH AND DRY Say have to run from pillar to post
for correction in bills that include cleared dues as arrears

Aishwarya Khosla

Vivek Gupta

instagram feed these days is sure to
evoke FOMO (the fear of missing out)
as artistic images of acquaintances,
colleagues and former classmates
backpacking through exotic locales of
Europe or going on solo, family or allgirls’ and boys’ trips in India or
abroad, bombard our screens.
As more people cross travel destinations off their ever growing bucket
list, travelogues and travel guides
remain in demand in the tricity.
The Amazing Story Of The Man
Who Cycled From India To Europe
For Love (Per J Andersson) has been
widely popular among cyclists and
romantics alike. It recounts the
adventures of Pradyumna Kumar,
who armed with nothing more than a
handful of paintbrushes and a secondhand bicycle, made his way across
Asia and Europe in search of the
Swedish woman he loved.
There is something for travel aficionados as well inspired by Jules
Verne’s classic Around The World In
Eighty Days, Monisha Rajesh’s
Around The World In 80 Trains documents her 40,000 km journey on a variety of trains from luxury coaches to

n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

HELPLINE BY
SOCIAL GROUP

CHANDIGARH : With the Chandi-

28-YR-OLD MAN
ARRESTED WITH
10 GRAM HEROIN
HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: A 28-year-old man
was arrested with 10 gram heroin near Chandimandir on Tuesday. Accused Pardeep Kumar is
from Uttar Pradesh and currently resides in Gola village,
Ambala.
Pardeep, who was on his bike,
tried to flee when he spotted
police on a highway from Panchkula to Yamunanagar in Sector
23. Police team was on election
duty at a checkpost on the highway.
Sector-19 crime branch
in-charge inspector Karambir
Singh said, “The accused tried to
throw a packet from his jeans,
which was recovered. It contained 10 gram heroin.” A case
was registered under the Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act at Chandimandir police station.
Police have also impounded
his motorcycle. The accused was
produced in a local court and
sent to three-day police remand.

garh municipal corporation
(MC) dispatching over 80,000
property tax bills in the past
three weeks, many residents
have complained of receiving
inflated bills.
Residents claimed they are
forced to run from pillar
to post to get the bills corrected
due to the chaos at the MC tax
branch.
Dr AK Aggarwal, a resident of
Sector 40, said, “I have two clinics in Sector 40 and Sector 38
(West). The tax bill I received for
the current session includes
already cleared property tax as
arrears.”
“My wife had a small clinic in
the house that was closed in
2015, and we had obtained a
no-dues certificate against it.
However, the tax bill mentions
cleared dues as arrears,” he
said.
“I had gone to the MC office
for correction with all the previous-year receipts, but they told
me to come after May 10. This is
sheer harassment. When the
MC’s record is not updated at
the back end, they should not

Local Right to Information
(RTI) activist RK Garg, who is
the convener of a social
group, Second Innings
Association, said, “As many
residents have got inflated
property tax bills and
some are even unable to
trace their tax payment
receipts, we have launched a
helpline to collect such
complaints. Residents can
lodge their grievance on
rtichd27@gmail.com, following which we will take up the
issues with the MC.” He said
they will also help assessees
trace their previous tax
receipts if paid at a sampark
centre or branches of Oriental
Bank of Commerce (OBC).

harass residents with incorrect
bills,” he said.
Rana Partap Goyal, a Sector
15 resident who owns a showroom in Sector 24, also had a
similar story. “I had cleared all
pending dues in May last year.
But the bill I received last week
had old arrears worth ₹58,000.
At such old age, I have a tough

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The district court
acquitted the brother of a
13-year-old girl of rape charges.
The complainant, who studies
in a government school, said she
had two brothers and two stepsisters as her mother had got
remarried.
The girl complained to the
police last year that her elder
brother, 23, raped her in the
house and used to beat her
often.
She said she told her parents
about his act on October 7, 2018,
and dialled 100, but keeping in

IT WAS ARGUED THAT
THE 13-YR-OLD GIRL WAS
HAVING AN AFFAIR AND
23-YEAR-OLD BOY USED
TO SCOLD HER FOR IT
mind the dignity of the family,
she didn’t register any police
complaint, but was taken by the
child helpline to live in Ashiyana (children’s home).
However, when she came
home on Dussehra, she decided
to lodge a police complaint for
strict action against him, following which the Industrial

Area police registered an FIR on
October 18, 2018, under Section
6 (aggravated penetrative sexual Assault) of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offence
Act, Section 75 (cruelty to child)
of the Juvenile Justice Act and
Section 376 (rape) of the Indian
Penal Code.
However, defence counsel
argued that the girl was having
an affair and the boy used to
scold her for it. The counsel said
she had falsely implicated him
to get rid of the scolding.
After hearing the arguments,
the court of additional district
and sessions judge acquitted the
boy.

aishwarya.khosla@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :A single glance at one’s

n

Mumbai’s amchi locals. A sequel,
Around The World In 80 Trains, a
45,000 Mile Adventure, is popular too.
If manoeuvring rugged trail on foot is
something that interests you then
Levison Wood’s Walking The Himalayas is the book for you. It documents
Wood’s journey along the silk route up
to Bhutan. And if the motorbike is

As more people cross travel
destinations off their ever growing
bucket list, travelogues and travel
guides remain in demand in the
tricity.
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

your ride of choice, PG Tenzing’s
Don’t Ask Any Old Bloke For Directions: Biker’s Whimsical Journey
Across India, provides a riveting
account of his nine-month, 25,000-km
long journey.
“Today people don’t bank much on
travel guides as the Internet offers all
sorts of options for travel buffs,” says
Ajay Arora, owner of Capital Book
Depot. “However, the Lonely Planet
travel guides are certainly the best.”
Pankaj P Singh of The Browser feels
travel has become the focus of middleclass India, and travel writing has also
gathered proportionate momentum. “

facetoface
PUNEETINDER KAUR SIDHU, 48, AUTHOR

‘One should travel for the pure sake of travel’
Author, columnist and an
irrepressible itinerant Puneetinder Kaur Sidhu has
penned over a dozen travel
guides for Lonely Planet and
has authored Adrift: A Junket Junkie in Europe, a driving guide called Experience
Punjab On The Road and a
comprehensive book on the
Simhastha Kumbh. She
speaks to HT’s Aishwarya
Khosla about her love for
writing and travelling.
Excerpts:

Books that encouraged you
to become a travel writer?
We lived on a farm in Punjab

nes of them on world exploration. I always found them
very fascinating.

Who are your favourite
travel writers?

n

Puneetinder Kaur Sidhu

and the primary activity
that kept us occupied was
reading. We read a lot of
books, mostly encyclopedias that the family had collected and there were ton-

I have always liked Bill
Bryson and Pico Iyer. But I
wouldn’t say they inspired
me to write. My travels
inspired me to read more
travelogues.

Any advice to aspiring
young travellers who might
want to document their
experiences?
I suggest not thinking about
writing before one has trav-

elled a lot. Don’t think of
travelling only because you
want to write. One should
travel for the pure sake of
travel, to experience what it
is like to be on the road and
what it feels like to be away
from the comfort zone, eat
different cuisines. Writing
will follow, should you have
a talent for it.

Takeaway from
your travels?
People everywhere are the
same. They are happy to
feed you and are hospitable.
They will try to help you
whenever they can.

FOOD SAFETY COMPROMISED

WORKSHOP ON HEALTHCARE

murder
in mohali
justice for neha shoree
Idrees Bukhtiyar
n

A four-day international workshop on ‘Healthcare for Older Population:
Learning from Indo-Canadian Experiences’ will begin at PU. The workshop is being organised by Centre of Advanced Study in Geography, PU,
in collaboration with Mark Rosenberg, Canada research chair in development studies, Queen’s University, Canada.
Where: ICSSR Complex, PU, When: 10:30am

DONATE BLOOD
Nirankari Charitable Foundation will
organise a blood donation camp.
Haryana director general of police
(retd) Parminder Rai will be the
chief guest on the occasion.

When: 7am

Department of botany, PU, will
organise the 5th and 6th Professor Shiv Ram Kashyap Oration
Award Lectures. Imran Siddiqi, JC
Bose Fellow, Hyderabad, will
speak on ‘GM Crops in the Indian
Context: Will the Past Inform the
Future?’, and Sudhir K Sopory, FNA
FASc, New Delhi, on ‘Strategies
Towards Developing Plant
Tolerance under Abiotic Stress’.
Where: Botany Auditorium, PU,
When: 11am

MOHALI:Two weeks after the state
government approved electric
access system (EAS) for the
building that houses the office of
Food and Drugs Administration
(FDA) in Kharar where zonal
drug authority Neha Shoree was
shot dead in broad daylight on
March 29, the government has
nowapprovedtwoarmedprivate
security guards for the building.
Shoree was shot dead by the
accused, Balwinder Singh, 49,

HT Correspondent

SEMINAR

LECTURES
ON CROPS

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Burglary at Sec 38
house cracked
with man’s arrest

Where: Sant Nirankari Satsang
Bhawan, Sector 30A, Chandigarh

Department of defence and
national security studies, Panjab
University (PU), and Gyan Setu
Think Tank will organise a one-day
seminar on ‘Abiding Legacy of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh’. UT
administrator VP Singh Badnore
will be the
chief guest on
the occasion.
Where:
Golden Jubilee
Hall, PU
When: 10am

CULTURAL EVENING
Panjab University Teachers’ Association (PUTA) will organise a cultural
evening where teachers will perform.
Where: Law Auditorium, PU, When: 5:30pm

APNI MANDI

PANCHKULA: Sector 26

MC’S TAKE
Mayor Rajesh Kalia said that he
was aware of the matter. “I will
convene meeting of officers and
ensure that there is no harassment to the residents. Additional manpower will also be
deputed to quick redressal of
their grievances,” he said.
Recently, the Chandigarh
Beopar Mandal had also held a
meeting with the mayor and MC
officials on the issue.

n

After electric access system, 2 armed Mohali eatery fined,
guards okayed for Kharar FDA office ADC seeks reasons

APRIL 24, 2019

MOHALI: Sector 57 and
Phase 11

time getting it corrected,” said
the septuagenarian.
Surinder Kohli, who owns a
plot in Industrial Area, said, “I
have receipt of all years, except
the 2012-13 fiscal. When I
appealed to the MC to check
their records to trace my past
payment, they refused by saying
that it was hard for them to find
the record.”
“They have left it up to me to
prove that I have paid the
arrears, which is not justified,”
he said.
Federation of Sector Welfare
Associations (FOSWAC) president Baljinder Singh Bittu said
that a large number of residents
were complaining of wrong
bills. He said the MC must take
up the matter on priority.

Brother not guilty of raping minor

tricitytoday

CHANDIGARH: Sector
40A, Sector 15B, Sector 46

05

‘Inflated’propertytax WRITESTUFF
There is travelling on my mind
billsdriveChandigarh
residentsupthewall

MAN JAILED FOR
5 YRS FOR SEXUAL
ASSAULT ON BOY

n

tricity&beyond

Sector 15B
Sector 40A
Chandigarh

Sector 57
Mohali

Sector 46

Panchkula

Phase 11
Sector 26

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com

n

METAL DETECTOR GATES,
BARBED WIRES, POLICE
COVER FOR DRUG
INSPECTORS ALSO
AWAIT STATE GOVT NOD
with a .32 bore licensed pistol at
the office, before he shot himself
dead.
Balwinder, a bachelor’s
degree holder in Ayurvedic medicine and surgery, had been running a chemist shop near the
Morinda bus stand for more than
a decade when Shoree, who was
posted as a drug inspector in
Rupnagar, raided it in 2009. On
finding Balwinder in possession
of 35 different kinds of unauthorised medicines, she had can-

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Booked for disobeying

solved a burglary at a Sector
38B house with the arrest of a
33-year-old man.
The accused was identified as
Inderjit Singh, resident of Dashmesh Nagar, Nayagaon. He was
a graduate, and addicted to
drugs, police said.
Jaswinder Sethi, of Sector
38B, had filed a police complaint
alleging theft at her house. She
had stated that she was a permanent resident of Canada. When
she arrived at her house on April
22, she found that someone had
entered her house by breaking
the locks, and stolen taps from
the first floor.
Investigating officials in the
case said during the probe, they
zeroed in on Inderjit and
arrested him. All missing taps
were recovered from a bag in his
possession. He also confessed to
have stolen an iPhone 4S, iPhone
6S and iPad from a house on
April 4.
The accused has been booked
under Sections 380 (burglary)
and 454 (lurking house trespass)
of the Indian Penal Code. He was
produced before a court and sent
to judicial custody.

INSTALLATION
BY MAY END
Mattu said the EAS was
approved by the government on
April 10, and is expected to be
installed in the last week of May.
“We have got the approval but
things are under process. It may
be installed after the model code
of conduct is over,” Mattu said.
The EAS would keep elec-

tronic record of all the visitors to
the building.
“The visitors will be given an
electronic card that they need to
swipe at the doors to enter the
building,” said Mattu, adding
that they had also planned to
check the CCTV footage every
two days for security purposes.
POLICE SECURITY
FOR RAIDS TOO
Besides private security, the
department has also proposed
metal detector gates and barbed
wires for the FDA building. “The
government is considering providing us police security to drug
inspectors and others during
raids,” said Mattu, hoping that
all the issues will be resolved
soon.

Mohali rape in cab: Suspended
SHO asked to join investigation

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Police claim to have

celled his licence to run the shop.
“We had written to the administrative secretary of our department seeking security for the
employees, which has been
approved. We are expecting the
security guards to be posted
within two days,” said Pardeep
Kumar Mattu, joint commissioner, FDA, Punjab.

law,
inspector
Daljeet
Singh, who was suspended from
the charge of Sohana station
house officer (SHO) for failure to
act on a rape complaint, was
asked by the police to join investigation of the case registered
against him.
A 22-year-old call centre

HAD FAILED TO LODGE
ZERO FIR ON PLAINT OF
22-YEAR-OLD CALL
CENTRE EMPLOYEE
employeehailingfromHimachal
Pradesh, who was raped in a cab
while on her way to her office on
April 15, had approached the
Sohana police station. The victim alleged that instead of regis-

tering a case on her complaint,
Daljeet sent her to police station
in Phase 8 citing jurisdiction
issue, despite the fact that zero
FIR should have been registered.
Daljeet had also failed to
inform his seniorofficials, which
is why he was booked under Section 166A (Public servant disobeying direction under law), and
suspended on a report indicting
him for delay in acting about the
incident.

for delay in summons
Shailee Dogra
n

shailee.dogra@htlive.com

MOHALI : An eatery in Sector 82,

Mohali,wassummonedandfined
₹100 for serving substandard
green chutney on Tuesday,
almostayearaftersamplesofthe
chutney were taken for analysis
by the health department.
Mohaliadditionaldeputycommissioner(ADC,general)Sakshi
Sawhney now wants to look into
thereasonsthatledtothedelayin
summons to the eatery.
“Itissurprisingthatsummons
were issued almost a year after
the samples were taken,” wrote
the ADC in the order, while disposing of the complaint against
the eatery. The ADC was taking
up cases where the food was
foundtobesubstandardandcomplaintsofmisbrandingunderthe
Food Safety and Standards Act.
It was on May 21, 2018, when a
team of health authorities had
raided the eatery and taken the
samples of the green chutney
being served. The samples had
failed, with the department sayingthatthesolublecontentfound
was much more than permissible.
Sources in the health department said that it takes around
three weeks for the report of the
samples collected during checking. The sources added that the
drug, food and chemical testing

ANOTHER
VIOLATION
n In another case, the health

department had taken a
paneer sample from a fast
food chain selling pizzas in
Phase 7, Mohali, last year.
The samples had failed and
the fast food chain was
fined for ₹200 for using
substandard paneer.
However, the health
authorities had failed to
issue notice to the supplier
of the paneer.
n The ADC said, “There has
been inordinate delay in
putting up these cases
related to food safety.”
n "These complaints need to
be disposed of immediately
so that the safety of
consumers is not compromised and no one is harassed,” said the ADC.

laboratory in Kharar was facing
shortage of manpower, which is
why the waiting time for getting
thesamplesofthefoodtestedwas
up to two months.
Aspertheprocedure,oncethe
chemical analysis report is
received, the health department
serves a notice on the erring
establishment, and the
ADC issues the summons.

Raids at chemist shop, Fruit vendor held for injuring
UT head constable after brawl
hospital in Kharar
POLICE SAY 29-YR-OLD,
ILLEGAL SALE OF MEDICINES

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:AteamofFoodandDrugs

Administration,Punjab,raideda
chemist shop and a hospital in
Khararforillegallysellingmedicines to patients on Tuesday.
Theteamwasaccompaniedby
officials of Narcotics Control
Bureau,Chandigarh,andspecial
task force (STF), Mohali, while
acting on a tip-off for the raids.
“WeconductedaraidatGupta
MedicalStoreandSharmaMulti-

specialtyHospitalin Kharar. We
have seized 310 tablets of Tramadol, an opioid for pain
medication, from Gupta Medicinesforfailingtoproducesalepurchase records and have
warned them,” said Rajinder
Singh, intelligence officer, Narcotics Control Bureau, Chandigarh.
“The hospital was selling
Tramadolinjectionswithoutany
licence.Wehavegiventhemoneweek time to apply for the
licence,” Singh said.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A 29-year-old fruit
vendor in the Sector 26 grain
market was arrested for allegedly breaking the left arm of a
head constable, police said on
Tuesday.
Cops said the incident took
place on April 21, when the victim, Navtej Singh, 43, currently
posted in Sector 31, had gone to
buy vegetables from the market
on his motorcycle.
An official privy to the matter

WHO WAS BAILED OUT,
HAD OBJECTED TO THE
COP MOVING HIS BIKE IN
AN UNSAFE MANNER IN
SEC 26 GRAIN MARKET

said, “Preliminary investigation
revealed that a boy had a close
shave as Navtej was manoeuvring his bike in the crowded
market. The accused, Parmatama, a resident of Mauli Jagran,

objected to it, asking the cop to
drive carefully, which led to a
brawl between the two.”
Cops said Navtej was allegedly beaten by Parmatama, got
his left arm broken, and was
rushed to the hospital for treatment.
The Sector 26 police station
officials have registered a case
under Sections 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 341(wrongful
restraint) of the Indian Penal
Code against Parmatama, who
was arrested on Tuesday and
later bailed out.
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Youths who had attacked trader
tried to run over tavern employees

HOTTEST DAY OF THE YEAR!

SEC-17 INCIDENT The accused are pursuing bachelors and masters courses from DAV College: Cops
HT Correspondent

involved in stone-pelting and
injuring Progressive Traders
Association president Sanjeev
Chadha on Monday, had
attempted to run over the tavern
employees, who tried to nab
them for the unpaid bill.
On Monday, Chadha was having coffee near Sant
Footwear in Sector 17-D, when
he saw two youths coming out of
a liquor vend and urinate behind
a wall.

On being stopped, the duo was
joined by two of their friends,
who threw bricks at Chadha.
Chadha said, “As talk of the
attack spread in the market area,
the tavern employees called me
and informed that the accused
had left without paying the bill of
₹2,500.”
He said, “After attacking me,
the three accused ran towards
their Swift car in the parking
area. As they began to drive, the
tavern employees tried to stop
them, but they allegedly
attempted to run over them.
Fearing for their lives, the

Rape bid on
25-year-old: Two
cops suspended

Mohali man shot at in Ambala: Four Accident victim’s kin
get ₹12-lakh relief
booked in attempt to murder case

48-year-old man
booked for raping
minor in Kalka

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n
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CHANDIGARH: Three youngsters

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Two UT police

constables have been suspended
after they were booked in a rape
case on Monday.
The accused have been
identified as Naveen and Shardhanand.
Police said the 25-year-old
victim had recently qualified
the test for lady constable and
took her friend along with her
to meet her acquaintances
Naveen and Shardhanand in
Murthal.
When they reached Murthal,
the accused invited them for
breakfast in a hotel.
Shardhanand
allegedly
tried to rape the victim in the
hotel room where he was
staying.
When the victim resisted the
attempt, she was allegedly
thrashed by Shardhanand.
Meanwhile, Naveen took her
phone when the victim tried to
call the police.
Both the accused have been
booked under Sections 376
(rape), 354-A ( sexual harassment) and 511(punishment for
attempting to rape).
The zero FIR has been sent to
a police station in Murthal.

THE TRADER HAD SEEN
TWO YOUTHS COMING
OUT OF A LIQUOR VEND
AND URINATING BEHIND
A WALL. ON BEING
STOPPED, THE DUO
AND TWO OTHERS
THREW BRICKS AT HIM
employees gave way.”
Two youths , identified as
Navjot and Naveen, were
caught. Both are pursuing Bach-

elors in arts and masters
course from DAV College, police
said.
Police officials, probing the
case, stated that Navjot suffered
injuries on his right leg after he
was thrashed by the public,
following the incident.
His friend Naveen was also
beaten up, but he didn’t sustain
any injuries.
The medical test of both the
accused was conducted and
Naveen was found drunk.
Neelam police post officials
have registered a case under Sections 323 (punishment for volun-

tarily causing hurt), 506 (punishment for criminal intimidation)
and 34 (acts done by several persons in furtherance with common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code.
The police are yet to arrest the
absconding accused.
MARKET ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT TO MEET DC
Chadha said he would meet deputy commissioner (DC) Mandip
Brar and will request him to
make it compulsory to build toilets along with the taverns, especially in market areas.

n

Women shielding themselves from the scorching sun with an umbrella at Panjab University in
Chandigarh on Tuesday, which recorded the highest maximum temperature of the year at 37.6°C,
ANIL DAYAL/HT
two degrees above normal.

HT correspondent
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AMBALA: Police have registered
an attempt to murder case in
connection with the gunshot
attack on Mahender of Dera
Bassi, Mohali, who was shot at
outside an eatery on the Court
Road in Ambala on Monday.
The CCTV footages related to
the case have gone viral on several WhatsApp groups in which
two accused are seen feeling the
spot in a Swift Dzire car.
On the complaint of Mahender’s friend Bharat Bhushan of
Sonia Colony, the police have
registered a case against Manoj

Nain under Sections 25/54/59
of the Arms Act and 34, 307, and
506 of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).
In his complaint, Bharat
stated that on April 22, he had
invited Mahender to Ambala for
his birthday party. At 5pm,
Mahender friend’s Manoj Nain
of Karamgarh village came to
the Madan Dhaba on the Court
Road, where they started having
some food. After some time, a
verbal spat broke out between
Mahender and Manoj over an
old dispute.
He further stated that there
were three more persons with
Manoj. Manoj asked them to

shoot Mahender and suddenly,
one of them opened fire at
Mahender.
Mahender suffered a bullet
injury in his back and fell on the
ground.
All the accused fled the spot
while threatening to kill him.
Ambala station house officer
(SHO), inspector Ajit Singh
said, “Manoj Nain of Karamgarh village and three unidentified have been booked under
charges of attempt to murder
and the Arms Act. So far, no
arrests have been made in this
case and all the accused are
absconding.”
Ambala headquarters DSP

Sultan Singh said, “The
condition of Mahender is stable
now and a case has been registered. Our teams are working on
this case to arrest the absconding accused and they would be
arrested soon.”
When questioned about the
background of Mahender, that
he had come out on bail from
Ambala Central Jail close to
March 13, DSP Sultan said,
“There are some reports which
have come to our notice and
everything would be investigated and verified under the
investigation of this case to
ascertain the cause of the attack
and any other old disputes.”

3 vehicle theft accused get judicial custody
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Three accused, who were
involved in the theft of cars and
two-wheelers in Mohali, were
sent to judicial custody on
Tuesday.
The accused were identified as
Gagraj, 22, Raju, 23, residents of
Kachi Jugi Sohana, and Vijay,
25, a resident of Singhpora,

FIVE PEOPLE INVOLVED
IN THE THEFT OF CARS,
TWO-WHEELERS WERE
BOOKED ON MONDAY
Kurali. Balongi station house
officer Yogesh Kumar said, “We
produced them before a court
and they were sent to 14-day judicial custody.”

Police on Monday had claimed
to have busted a gang of thieves
with the arrest of five people
involved in the theft of cars and
two-wheelers.
The other two accused
identified as Salman Khan, 21,
and Nitesh Kumar, 22, both residents of Jugi Sohana, were
produced before a court on April
20 and were sent to judicial
custody while the other

three were on one-day police
remand.
Also seven motorcycles, three
Activa scooters and a Maruti car
were recovered from their possession on Monday.
A case under Sections 379
(punishment for theft) and
411(dishonestly receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered at the
Balongi police station.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Motor Accident

Claims Tribunal (MACT) has
awarded around ₹12 lakh compensation to the family of a
Chandigarh resident, who died
in a road accident on June 22,
2017.
Lalita Thukral, 52, widow of
Bansi Lal Thukral, was a resident of Sector 21-D.
She died in an accident in
2017, after which her legal heirs
moved claim petition under provisions of Section 166 of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, to
claim compensation amounting
to ₹35 lakh .
The claimants are––Lalita’s
son Pankaj Thukral, 29, and
daughters––Suman, 28, and
Monika, 24.
It was mentioned in the application that the accident took
place on June 22, 2017, when
Lalita was crossing the dividing
road of Sector 21 and 22, after
a bus being driven by Sushil
hit her.
Lalita fell on road and was
run over by the vehicle. The
driver left the bus at the spot and
ran away.
Lalita received severe injuries in the accident and was
rushed to GMSH-16.

HTSPORT

LALITA THUKRAL, 52,
WAS KILLED AFTER
BEING HIT BY A BUS
WHILE CROSSING THE
DIVIDING ROAD OF
SECTOR 21 AND 22;
HARYANA ROADWAYS
GENERAL MANAGER,
INSURER, BUS DRIVER
TO JOINTLY PAY RELIEF

Later, Lalita was referred to
Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, where she succumbed to
her injuries.
The postmortem was conducted at Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education
and Research and it was mentioned that the accident took
place due to rash and negligent
driving.
After the arguments, the
tribunal had directed the general manager, Haryana Roadways, insurance firm National
Insurance Company Limited,
and the bus driver to jointly
pay a compensation of ₹12
lakh to the family of the
deceased.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A 48-year-old man

was booked for allegedly
raping a minor girl in Kalka on
Tuesday.
According to the police, the
14-year-old victim, in her
complaint alleged that the
accused, who is her maternal
uncle called her to his house on
Monday.
Police said the victim visited
the house, where the accused
allegedly raped her and threatened her not to disclose it to
anyone.
Later, the girl later narrated
the entire incident to her mother
after which they approached
the Kalka police station, the
police said.
Later the matter was referred
to women police station, Sector 5,
Panchkula.
Women police station SHO,
inspector Ajit Singh, said, “The
medical of the victim was conducted and her statements have
been recorded. Based on her
complaint, we have booked the
accused under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. Further investigation is underway and the
accused will be arrested soon.”

HINDUSTAN TIMES SALES INITIATIVE

RGS TROUNCES
YFC 3-0 IN U-15
JUNIOR LEAGUE

WINNERS ALL THE WAY

HT Circulation team celebrates
19th anniversary with channel partners

KURALI : Led by twin strikes from

Vikas Kumar, Round Glass
Sports (RGS) blanked Youth
Football Club (YFC) 3-0 in a
match played during the ongoing
Hero Junior League (Punjab
Zone) at the Singhpura road Stadium, Kurali, on Tuesday. Vikas
scored the first goal for RGS in the
40th minute of the match to give
his team the 1-0 lead. RGS
mounted pressure on YFC’s backline by building up sustained
attacks from deep inside their territory. Vikas scored another goal
in the 55th minute to give the
home team a 2-0 lead. Lucky gave
the home team a 3-0 lead by scoring a goal in the 87th minute.

n

Winners of caddies golf tournament with Chandigarh Golf Club president Birinder Singh Gill
KARUN SHARMA/HT
and captain Kulbir Singh Brar on the club premises on Tuesday.

Basketball trials at
NPS-18 tomorrow
for under-17

D H R U V PA N D OV E T R O P H Y

Saksham’s heroics lift Ropar
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com
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n
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CHANDIGARH: Chandigarh Bas-

ketball Association is going to
conduct trials to select U-17
probables at New Public School,
Sector 18, Chandigarh, at 5:30
pm on April 25.
The selected probables will
make a team which will compete
in the upcoming Youth National
Basketball Championship to be
held at Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu
from May 14 to 21. Players born
on or after 01.01.2003 are eligible
for the trials.
They are advised to bring
their Birth Certificate duly
signed by the Head of the
Institution along with a trial fee
of ₹100.
For additional information,
Amanjot Singh, secretary,
Chandigarh Basketball Association can be contacted at
09888333319 or Mandeep Thour,
chairman, technical committee,
can be reached at 9815254477.

MINERVA BEATS
UNITED PUNJAB FC 5-0
Showing their mettle, Minerva
Punjab FC beat United Punjab FC
5-0 in a match played at the UPFC
Campus, Pathankot, on Tuesday.
Minerva Punjab will travel to
YFC Rurka Kalan Stadium to
take on YFC on April 27 next.

CHANDIGARH: Saksham Gupta’s

all-round performance (8 for 29
and 75 runs) put Ropar in a commanding position against Nawanshahr on Day 1 of the two-day
match being played during the
Punjab Inter-District cricket
tournament for Dhruv Pandove
Trophy at the Government College Ground, Ropar, on Tuesday.Batting first, Nawanshahr
were bundled out for 162 runs in
54.1 overs. Saksham bagged a
hat-trick during his bowling
spell. Sanchit Jain scored the
highest 81 runs for Nawanshahr. In reply, Ropar were 130
for 3 in 38.3 overs when first
day’s play ended.
ANSHUL HITS
TON FOR MOHALI
Led by Anshul Negi’s knock of
112 runs, Mohali posted a total of
318 runs for the loss of eight
wickets against Fazilka on Day
1 on Tuesday. Akshdeep Singh
(87) also played well. Rahul Sax-

SAKSHAM GUPTA’S ALL
ROUND PERFORMANCE
(8 FOR 29 AND 75 RUNS)
PUT ROPAR IN A
COMMANDING POSITION
AGAINST NAWANSHAHR
ena (4 for 118) was most successful bowler for Fazilka. Replying,
Fazilka were bundled out for 54
in 26.5 overs.
GURSUKHANDEEP BAGS
FIFER FOR CHANDIGARH
Manjot Singh’s knock of 70 runs
went in vain as hosts skittled out
Fatehgarh Sahib for 139 in 70
overs in the third match played
at Sector 16 Stadium in Chandigarh.For Chandigarh,Uday
Bhagwan (3 for 27) and Gursukhandeep (5 for 35) were most
successful bowlers.
AMRITSAR TAKES LEAD
VS HOSHIARPUR
Buoyed by knocks from Sarthak
(88), Taranveer (33) and Vashish

Mehra (33) Amritsar posted 273
runs in 77 overs against Hoshiarpur on Day 1 at the Gandhi
Ground.
For visitors, Raghu (4 for 67),
Shashwat (3 for 33) and Amar
Sher Singh (2 for 43) were the
main wicket-takers. In reply,
Raju Kumar Yadav (28*) enabled Hoshiarpur to score 89 for
six in 16 overs. Vashish Mehra
and Ramandeep took three
wickets each for Amritsar.
RIDHAM, AZAM HIT
CENTURIES FOR
JALANDHAR
Ridham Satywan (183) and
Azam Nazar (102*) stitched a
262-run fourth-wicket stand to
help Jalandhar post 331 runs for
the loss of five wickets in 60
overs. Karan Singh and Komal
scalped two wickets each for
Ferozepur.
Replying, Ferozepur
were bundled out for 68 in 25.4
overs. Jatin Sahota (4 for 20),
Lovepreet Singh (4 for 14) were
the main wicket-takers for
Jalandhar.

19

th foundation day of
Hindustan Times in
the region was celebrated at various distribution centers in the
Tricity amidst great
fanfare. Distribution
channel partners
were felicitated for
their unwavering
contribution
and

association with HT.
Mayank Maheshwari,
Tricity sales head,
personally presented
certificates of apprecia-

tion and mementoes to senior
trade
partners.
Madhur
Bhatnagar, sales head north, HT,
appreciated the channel partners' support towards the
growth
of
circulation
of
Hindustan Times in the region.
Hindustan Times which is the
No. daily 1 of the region
(source:IRS 2017) has seen a
steady increase in readership
across the Tricity.
The celebration was a part of
the HT Mitr programme which
was launched earlier this year to
reciprocate the love and affection that the channel partners
have
displayed
towards
Hindustan Times through their
loyalty and sincerity.
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4 PAGES

Sunset on Wednesday
Sunrise on Thursday
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GOLD WORTH
₹76L FOUND ON
FLIGHT >>p3

WHAT YOUNGISTAN WANTS: MORE JOBS, WOMEN’S
SAFETY AND BETTER INFRASTRUCTURE
>>p3

7:00pm
5:49am

KIDS WEAR LITERARY COSTUMES

BCM SCHOOL, DUGRI, CELEBRATES WORLD BOOK DAY >>p2

3 weeks on, govt schools in
district await textbooks

60 fire fighters battle for 13 hours to
8 booked for Getfor adscertification
to be
douse flames at furniture showroom
on
thrashing cops published
election day: DC
on patrol duty

LUDHIANA: The district government schools are yet to receive
textbooks of 20 subjects by the
state education board.
››P2

ATTACK ON KHAKI Cops had stopped
three accused on a bike for checking

shortstories
PAU STUDENTS GET
SCHOLARSHIPS
LUDHIANA : The students of
College of Agricultural Engineering
and Technology, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU), were
awarded scholarships during an
award ceremony.
››P2

debate of
the week
LOK SABHA
ELECTIONS

HOW TO REIN IN
DEFACEMENT OF
PROPERTIES?
Political hoardings, posters
and banners can be seen
across the city in violation of
the model code of conduct.
Despite notices from the
assistant returning officers of
different constituencies to
the Congress for the illegal
hoardings of party candidate
Ravneet Bittu, the violation
still continues. With filing of
nominations beginning on
April 22, candidates will now
intensify their campaigns,
and more hoardings and
banners are expected to
spring up, defacing government and private property.
What steps should the
Election Commission take to
rein in the menace?
Send your inputs with
your contact information
to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 28.
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LUDHIANA: The Daba police booked

eight miscreants, including a
father and son, for allegedly
thrashing two policemen who
stopped a trio on a bike on the
basis of suspicion.
The incident took place on
Sunday evening when the head
constables Paramjit Singh and
Raj Kumar were patrolling the
area and saw three men riding a
motorcycle.
They stopped the trio and
asked them to produce their vehicle’s documents.
But the trio started arguing
with them and was soon joined by
five more youths on a motorcycle
who came with hockey sticks.
“The miscreants surrounded
us and started abusing and
thrashing us,” said head constable Paramjit Singh in his complaint. The miscreants fled soon
after the cops raised an alarm.
Later, some of the accused
were identified.
Police have booked Lakhvir
Singh alias Lucky of Sahibzada
Fateh Singh Nagar in Daba, his
father Balvinder Singh alias
Binder, friends Simarjit Singh,
Rohit Sahota alias Rohit and four

›

We saw 3 men riding a
bike and asked them
to stop. When we asked
them for their vehicle’s
papers, they started
arguing and soon their
accomplices came and
started thrashing us.
PARAMJIT SINGH , head constable

other
unidentified
persons.
The first information report
was registered under Sections 341
(wrongful restraint), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 332 (voluntarily causing hurt to deter public
servant from his duty), 353
(assault or criminal force to deter
public servant from discharge of
his duty), 186 (obstructing public
servant in discharge of public
functions), 294 (obscene acts and
songs), 506 (criminal intimidation), 148 (rioting, armed with
deadly weapon) and 149 (every
member of unlawful assembly
guilty of offence committed in
prosecution of common object) of
the Indian Penal Code.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Election Commission of India (ECI) has made it
mandatory for political parties,
candidates or any other organisation to obtain pre-certification from the district media certification and monitoring committee (MCMC) to issue political
advertisements in print media
on the day of polling, May 19,
and one day prior to it.
District election officer-cumdeputy commissioner Pradeep
Kumar Agrawal said that in
order to ensure that no untoward incident takes place
because of any inflammatory,
misleading or hate advertisements, the ECI, in exercise of its
powers under Article 324 of the
Constitution of India and all
other powers enabling it in this
behalf, has directed that no
political party, candidate or
organisation can publish an
advertisement in the print
media on poll day and one day
prior poll day, unless the contents of political advertisements
have been pre-certified.

mustread
NO WATER FOR
VISITORS
LUDHIANA: Amid soaring
temperature, authorities are
yet to arrange drinking water
at various offices.
››P3
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LUDHIANA: It took over 13 hours, 60

firefighters and 15 tenders to control a massive fire that broke out
at a furniture house, ‘Hukam
Chand Sood and Sons Furnishing
Mall’, on Samrala Road in
Khanna on Monday evening.
Though no casualty was
reported, showroom owners are
expecting loss worth crores.
Firemen say the cause of fire is
believed to be short circuit.
Due to the presence of plywood, furniture and mattresses
inside the building, the engulfed
the entire building quickly and
fire tenders had to be rushed in
from neighbouring areas such as
SAS Nagar (Mohali), Rajpura,
Fatehgarh Sahib, Malerkotla,
Nawashehr, Samrala, Mandi
Gobindgarh and Ludhiana,
besides Khanna to control the
fire. The operation which started
around 5.30pm on Monday lasted
till around 6.30am on
Tuesday.
Fire officer Yashpal Rai said,
“The fire broke out on the fourth
floor of the building and the firemen faced difficulty in reaching
the floor due to excessive heat.
We had climb up the adjacent
buildings to douse the
flames.”
Another trouble that the firemen faced was that the tenders
had to negotiate to narrow lanes
to reach the building.
Rai said that cracks have
appeared in the building and two
fire tenders are still deployed at
the spot.
Ajay Sood, the nephew of the

Procurement hit as wheat grains lose lustre

›

The untimely rain last
week affected the
quality. Once the grain
loses its lustre, it becomes
prone to insect attack and
can’t be stored.

Deepa Sharma Sood
n

deepa.sharma@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Due to lustre loss in
wheat grains, procurement at the
Khanna grain market has slowed
down, leaving farmers anxious.
Last week’s unseasonal rain
had damaged the standing wheat
crop, resulting in lustre loss, indicating that the grain’s moisture
content was low.
President of the Arhitya association, Khanna Grain Market,
Harbans Singh, said, “Procurement process starts on April 1
every year, but this time, it
started in the last week. Farmers
have been sitting in the grain
markets for the past three days
and agencies are not purchasing
the crop due to lustre loss. Due to
unseasonal rain, the crop got
affected and so the procurement
process has slowed down. If the
agencies don’t speed up the process, then we will be forced to block
the roads.”
Most of the crop that is facing
lustre loss are the ones that
arrived between April 19 and
April 22. The grains are also
shrivelled and broken due to
which agents are unwilling to
purchase it.
“The untimely rain last week

Two Amritsar men
arrested with
100gm heroin
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The crime branch -1 of

the Ludhiana police has arrested
two men under the charges of
drug peddling and recovered
100gm heroin from their possession. The accused were identified
as Sandeep Singh and Naresh
Kumar of Guru Gobind Singh
Nagar of Amritsar.
A case under Sections 22, 61, 85
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act
was registered against them at
the division number 1 police station.
Sub-inspector Dalip Singh said
the accused were nabbed at a
checkpoint near the city railway
station. “The two were walking
towards the check point from the
railway station area. On seeing
the police, the accused however
changed their direction,” he said.
The sub-inspector said the police
conducted a check and arrested
the accused after recovering the
drug from their possession. The
police investigation into the matter is on, he added.

AGENCY OFFICIAL

n

A worker showing the wheat grains that arrived for procurement at the Khanna grain market on
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Tuesday.

affected the quality. The lustre
loss was found to be in the range
of 20-40%. In case of lustre loss,
the crop loses its shine and cannot be stored in the godown as it
becomes prone to insect attack,”
said an agency official requesting
anonymity.
The farmers, meanwhile, are
demanding that the Centre relax

the uniform specifications as
only 4,000 metric tonnes (MT)
wheat has been purchased out of
the total 9,500 MT that has arrived
at the Khanna grain market.
Narbhai Singh, a farmer from
Kotala Tak village, near Khanna,
said, “Due to crop getting flattened, the yields are going to fall
by 4 to 5 quintal per acre and

farmers are going to suffer losses.
I have reached the grain market
yesterday and no agency has
reached for the purchase process.”
According to the district grain
market office, Khanna, the Food
and Corporation of India (FCI)
has purchased 1018 MT, Pungrain 595 MT, Markfed 534 MT,

Punsup 438 MT, Punjab Agro 448
MT, Punjab State Warehouse
Corporation 750 MT, Besides, private agencies have purchased 151
MT till April 23.
To press up for speeding up of
the procurement process, members of the Arhitya Association,
Khanna, and farmers blocked the
National Highway 1 for half-anhour in the evening which led to
disruption in the traffic movement.
Sukhwinder Singh, district
food and supply controller, Ludhiana (East) said, “I visited the
Khanna grain market today. The
purchasing process is on. We
have received no instructions
from the higher authorities
regarding the relaxation in the
uniform specification of wheat
till date.”

showroom owner Pawan Sood,
said the goods on the forth floor
was completely destroyed while
there was partial damage on the
material kept in the other floors.
There were imported furniture,
plywood, mattresses, modular

kitchen and electronic material
such as LEDs in the showroom.”
As the building was located
close to the main road, the road
had to be cleared for fire tenders
and the traffic diverted to the
Khanna- Samrala road.

Help in increasing
enrolment, physical
edu teachers told
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Physical education

teachers of government schools
were caught off-guard when the
deputy state project director Subhash Mahajan asked them to
actively participate in increasing
the student enrolment and
achieve the 35% increase target
set for the year.
As many as 317 physical education teachers of government
schools (middle, higher and senior secondary) from the district
had come to attend a meeting conducted by Mahajan at Malwa
Khalsa Senior Secondary School,
Civil Lines, on Tuesday.
During the meeting, Mahajan
asked the teachers to speak about
their contribution in sports and
mention the efforts put by them to
increase the student enrolment.
Most of the teachers have mentored international and nationallevel players mentioned their
contribution in producing star
players. However, during the
interaction it was observed that

Mahajan was keen on knowing
about the efforts made by the
teachers to increase student
enrolment rather than sports
achievements.
When a hockey coach from
Kila Raipur was describing his
achievements and importance of
sports, Mahajan stopped him in
between and asked the teacher
what he has done for increasing
the enrolment. A teacher, who is
an expert in Judo, claimed that he
produced a common wealth
champion Harmeet Singh but
later during explanation he told
Mahajan that he morally support
the judoka who is getting training
under coach Parveen Thakur of
Punjab sports department. The
teacher said that he is making
announcements in his village and
nearby villages to increase the
enrolment. Mahajan said physical education teachers can play
an active role in increasing enrolment. He added that this is the
first meeting with physical education teachers, as earlier, such
meetings were conducted with
the school heads/principals.

W O R L D B O O K D AY

Reading English classics a thing of the past
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Times have
changed. The English literature classics of famous
authors such as Shakespeare,
William Wordsworth and
Jane Austin, that used to be
prized possession of every
English reader and scholar in
the past, are no more in
demand and are only gathering dust on the shelves of a few
bookshops, which still have
them on their sale counters.
The 67-year-old Lyall Book
Depot, situated in Chaura
Bazaar in the city , the oldest
bookshop not only in Ludhiana, but in the entire northern
region, claims to have witnessed the glorious era of classic English literature along
with rare Urdu books being in
great demand during the early
1950s. But, now the situation is
entirely different, laments
Vipul Kumar, one of the owners of the shop.
The shop was established in
1952 by Sunder Das and is a
three-storey building with
books almost in every corner.

The entire shop is a wooden
structure and is a ‘heaven’ for
book lovers.
Vipul Kumar claims to
have as many as 1.5 lakh
books, including books of fiction, drama, poetry, non-fiction and others, on its sale
counters.
Asked on the demand
among people of English classics such as Hamlet, Julius
Caesar, King Lear, Macbeth,
Othello and others by Shakespeare, The Catcher In The
Rye by JD Salinger, 1984 by
George Orwell and works of
other famous English writers,
Vipul said the demand of these
books is almost nil.
He said a few devoted customers, who have been coming
to the shop for the past many
decades, are still regular visitors, though they have grown
old. “Among the younger generation, general readers are
almost negligible. They prefer
to read online and are more
addicted to their cellphones.
They are interested in buying
only textbooks. Our business
has declined by three fourth
since the late nineties,” he

n

A visitor at Lyall Book Depot in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

said.
Ludhiana, which was once a
hot hub of literature with
poets such as Sahir Ludhianvi
and authors Saddat Hasan
Manto hailing from here, has

undergone a sea change with
people not even showing up to
buy and read books of these
veteran authors.
“We attend at least 200 customers a day, but 80% of them

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

come for textbooks or some
other fiction books by young
writers,” said Harish Moudgil,
another owner of the shop .
“We have Shakespeare’s
classics including Macbeth,

Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream
and King Lear and some others, but all these books are
gathering dust with only one
or two books being sold in a
year,” he added.
“The problem is that no parent is trying to inculcate reading habits among their children, who get attracted to Netflix and other digital
platforms,” said SR Sharma,
owner of another book depot
in the Chaura Bazar. “There
was a time when Urdu literature was also in great demand
in early 1960s, but that is not
the case now. However, it is
not strange as the number of
Urdu-knowing people has also
declined,” he added.
“A date with books is what I
will suggest to the young generation,” said Mandeep, a theatre enthusiast. “We read
before performing an act and
everyone should inculcate this
habit to remain in touch with
our classic literature,” he
added. World Book Day is celebrated in memory of Shakespeare, who is believed to have
died on this day.

n

The fire ravaged building of
Hukum Chand and Sons
furniture showroom in Khanna
on Tuesday. The fire broke out
on Monday evening due to
short-circuit. GURPREET SINGH/HT

DOMESTIC HELP
DECAMPS WITH
₹7 LAKH CASH,
JEWELLERY
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Police have booked a

domestic help for allegedly
decamping with ₹7 lakh cash
and jewellery from a house in
Gurdev Nagar when the family
members were away in Delhi for
a marriage function.
Rajiv Arora, a businessman,
whose joint family lives in the
house, said he had hired a cook,
Monika, and domestic help,
Vijay, while his elder brother’s
family hired another cook
Gopal, and domestic help, Kalpana. Kalpana and Monika live
in the servant quarters on the
first floor.
On April 19, Rajiv along with
his wife and children left for
Delhi to attend a wedding function while his brother’s family
stayed at home.
When they returned on April
22, they found their bedroom
ransacked and cash and valuables missing.
When they questioned Monika, she said that Kalpana was
missing and had taken
away her mobile phone
too.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Pardeep Singh, who is investigating the case, said the family
had hired Kalpana in
December 2018, through their
cook Gopal, who had
been working with them for a
long time.
They had not got the police
verification done, the ASI
added.
A closed-circuit television
camera installed in the locality
showed Kalpana and some suspects
escaping
with
a bag.
The ASI added that the police
are questioning Gopal to know
more about Kalpana and her
likely whereabouts.
A case under Section 381
(theft by clerk or servant of
property in possession of master) of the Indian Penal Code has
been registered against
Kalpana.
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3 weeks on, govt
schools in district
await textbooks
NEW ACADEMIC SESSION Books of 5 subjects of primary,
3 subjects of middle and 12 of secondary are yet to reach depot
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Although the new
academic session started three
weeks ago, the district government schools are yet to receive
textbooks of 20 subjects by the
Punjab School Education Board
(PSEB).
Last year, the textbooks of
social studies (SST) reached the
government schools in December
and this year too, the Class 10 SST
textbook is yet to arrive at the
PSEB depot.
The depot has not received
books of five subjects of Classes 1
to 5, three subjects of Classes 6 to
8 and 12 subjects of Classes 9 to 12.
PSEB chairman Manohar
Kant Kalohia has assured that
the supply of these textbooks will
start from Wednesday onwards.
Kalohia said, “The pending
textbooks will start reaching the
depots from Wednesday onwards
and all the remaining textbooks
will reach the schools this week.”

›

The textbooks will
start reaching the
board depots from
Wednesday and will be
available in the schools
within a week.
MANOHAR KANT KALOHIA,
PSEB chairman

For Class 1, the textbooks of
mathematics and English have
not reached the schools and
teachers are conducting classes
with the help of old textbooks.
For Class 3 to 5, the environmental science textbook has not
arrived and for Class 7, the textbooks of English, science and
mathematics have not reached
the board depot.
The board has also failed to
supply the textbooks of Punjabi,
mathematics, physical education
(Punjabi medium).

The Punjabi grammar and
mathematics textbooks of Class 9
have not arrived. Hindi, English
grammar and social studies textbooks of Class 10 have also not
reached the depot.
A government school teacher,
said, “We have enrolled around
92 new students in different
classes. We are facing problems
as the textbooks of several subjects have not reached the school
till date. Students keep inquiring
regarding new textbooks. On a
temporary basis, we have issued
old textbooks to the new enrolled
students. The authorities must
send textbooks soon as many students from private schools have
been admitted in the school.”
A school head, requesting anonymity, said, “The academic session began on April 1 and we are
yet to get the books for main subjects. The textbooks of mathematics and english have not reached
the schools and the new students
are facing problems in studying
without textbooks.”
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GLOBAL ASSESSMENT

Six new subjects
introduced in
Chandigarh schools
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

school pupils’ scholastic performance on mathematics, science, and reading.

CHANDIGARH: To promote Pro-

gramme for International Student Assessment (PISA)-based
learning, new subjects were
introduced by the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) for 2019-20 academic
session in Chandigarh schools
during CBSE chairperson
Anita Karwal’s visit here on
Monday.
The subjects include artificial intelligence, early childhood care education, yoga, two
levels of mathematics for
secondary classes, compulsory
art education, sports, and
outdoor activities.
The announcement was made
during an orientation
programme for the principals
and teachers, which was organised by the CBSE in collaboration with the education department, Chandigarh, at Delhi Public School, Sector 40C, here. As
many as 302 participants took
part in the programme.
PISA is a worldwide study by
the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD) in member and
non-member nations intended
to evaluate educational systems
by measuring 15-year-old

PANEL FOR
EACH SUBJECT
Under the memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between
the ministry of human resource
development (MHRD) and
OECD, the education department has constituted three
committees headed by St Johns’
High School principal Kavita
Dass for mathematics, Delhi
Public School principal Reema
Dewaan for language literacy
and DAV Public School, Sector
15, principal Anuja Sharma for
science.
In each committee, 13 government school teachers and 11 private school teachers are members, who have studied PISA
framework and test items.
The teachers will act as master trainers for other teachers
across the city. This training
policy has been made mandatory to be followed by schools.
The teachers have further prepared four manuals, two each
for mathematics.
Learning materials from
countries such as the USA and
Singapore will be adopted to suit
the requirement of Indian
students.

W O R L D B O O K D AY

‘Books have a special place in person’s life’
HT Correspondent
n

n

Chancellor of Central University of Punjab SS Johal (second from right) during the World Book Day
HT PHOTO
event organised by the Punjabi Sahit Academy at PAU in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

PU-CET registration
for PG courses starts
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Registration for
PU-CET 2019 for admission to
post-graduate courses started
on Monday. The entrance test
will be held at Chandigarh, Ludhiana, Hoshiarpur and Muktsar
on June 8 and 9.
The prospectus and application forms are available on the
website — cetpg.puchd.ac.in.
The last date for submitting
information on the website to
generate bank challan is May 17,
following which the roll numbers will be uploaded on it on
May 29.
The answer keys of the test
will be available on the website
on June 18. Candidates can submit objections by June 20, and
cross-objections by June 26. The
result of the test for different
courses will be declared online
from June 29 to July 1.
The university will publish a
merit list on the basis of attain-

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Books have a special
place in person’s life which cannot be replaced by anything, said
Central University of Punjab,
chancellor, SS Johal during an
event organised by the Punjabi
Sahit Academy at the Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
on Tuesday to mark the World
Book Day.
Johal, who was the chief guest,
said, book writing must have
quality and should be brief. He
also shared his experiences
regarding books and libraries,
citing examples of successful
countries which have carved a
niche in the field of literature.
Advocate and author Harpreet
Sandhu said there was a need to
encourage younger generation to

discover the pleasure of reading
to improve their wisdom, expand
their vocabulary and improve
their writing skills.
Former president of Punjabi
Sahit Academy, Gurbhajan Gill,
said, “Books play an important
role in inspiring young minds,
enhancing their knowledge and
making readers emotionally
attached.”
During the event, Punjabi
Sahit Academy president Ravinder Bhattal and noted Punjabi
writer Tarlochan Lochi recited
their poetry.
A specially designed poster on
‘World Book Day’ and a special
issue of Changi Kheti, a PAU magazine in Punjabi, were also
released on the occasion. A set of
publications were also presented
by renowned Punjabi writers to
the PAU.

n

Students of the College of Agricultural Engineering and Technology, PAU, after the award ceremony
HT PHOTO
in Morinda on Tuesday.

PAU agri-engineers awarded
CLAAS India scholarships
HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA:The students of College

of Agricultural Engineering and
Technology, Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU), were awarded
scholarships by CLAAS India,a
company of agricultural machinery, during the award ceremony
at the manufacturing plant of the
company in Morinda.
The CLAAS group is known
for combine harvesters, balers
and other agricultural equipment in India and abroad.
Dean Ashok Kumar said PAU
and CLAAS India have a long

PU PHYSICS
DEPT GETS
₹1.9-CR GRANT
FOR RESEARCH

CHANDIGARH: The department of

physics, Panjab University , has
been sanctioned ₹1.9 crore by the
department of science and technology, for five years, to participate in a neutrino research programme in collaboration with
the Fermi National Accelerator
Lab, Chicago, USA.
The programme involves
experiments to study the characteristics of the elusive neutrino
particle, which has very weak
interaction with matter so that
they can traverse through even
dense matter without any difficulty.
The grant is for the neutrino
experiments, involving R & D
stage to physics.
HTC

association with each other.
Their aim is to achieve academic
excellence in the institution
through industry participative
programmes and students’ development activities, he said. Kumar
further said that there was a need
to fortify the collaboration for
carrying out industry oriented
research work and internship
programmes.
SK Gupta and Vishal Bector,
members of the training and
placement committee of the college, said CLAAS India has been
recruiting agricultural engineers
from PAU for many years and
that these engineers had been

working with the organisation at
various levels in India as well as
abroad.
Ella Detkova, human resource
director of CLAAS functionaries
in India, USA, Russia, China,
Hungary and France, presented
the scholarships to the students
and appreciated the role of PAU
agricultural engineers in the
company.
Sri Ram Kannan, managing
director and Sandeep Hooda,
head of the human resource
department, CLAAS India, said it
was essential to build an industry-institute interface for mutual
benefits.

Ludhiana gains early
lead over Mansa in
cricket tournament
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Mansa were bowled
out for a meagre score of 124
against Ludhiana in the ongoing
inter-district Under-19 cricket
tournament at the Jathedar
Santokh Singh Margind Sports
Stadium in Dulay village (Phallai Sahib) on Tuesday.
In the match between Mansa
and Ludhiana U-19 team, Mansa
won the toss and decided to bat
first. Paramjeet was the highest
scorer for Mansa with 31 runs
and was supported by Jashandeep, who made the contribution of 22 runs.
Ludhiana, however, met the

TIKSHAN TANGRI WAS
THE HIGHEST SCORER
FOR FOR LUDHIANA
WITH 55 RUNS
same fate while batting, but was
able to gain a lead of 70 runs
after being bowled out for 194 in
the first innings. Tikshan Tangri was the highest scorer for
Ludhiana with 55 runs.
Jaish Jain also kept the scoreboard ticking with a contribution of 46 runs.Mansa resumed
their second inning with ten
runs on board and nine wickets
in hand as the game came to a
halt for the day.

educationnotes

LAST DATE TO SUBMIT
INFORMATION ON THE
WEBSITE TO GENERATE
BANK CHALLAN IS MAY 17
ment of a minimum of 20%
marks in the entrance test for
general candidates, and 15% in
case of Scheduled Caste (SC),
Scheduled Tribe (ST), Backward Class (BC) and Persons
with Disabilities (PwD) candidates.
The cut-off for passing the
test for admission to MA disaster management and MA geo-informatics is 50%, and 40% for
MA journalism and mass communication.
Similarly, 35% marks are
required to clear the test for MA
English and MA history (30% in
case of SC, ST, BC and PwD candidates). The test for MBA for
executive will be of 85 marks
and consist 85 multiple-choice
questions of one mark each.

n

Students of BCM School, Basant Avenue, Dugri, during the World Book Day celebrations in Ludhiana
HT PHOTO
on Tuesday.

FAREWELL PARTY
AT GNKCW
LUDHIANA : The post graduate
department of commerce of Guru
Nanak Khalsa College for Women,
Gujarkhan Campus, Model Town,
organised a farewell party for its
outgoing students on Tuesday. Students took part in a cultural bonanza
including songs and dance performances. As many as 30 students
participated in the ‘Miss farewell’
beauty pageant. Amanpreet Kaur
was crowned Miss farewell, while
Jasmine and Manpreet Kaur were
adjudged as first and second runners-up, respectively. Mannat won
the Miss personality title while
Arshpreet Kaur got an award for the
best attire during the event.

Students discuss issues
in society at GCG
LUDHIANA : The sociology department of Government College for
Girls, under the guidance of subject
in-charge Nisha, organised a class
activity to highlight the problems of
society. Department president
Jaspreet Kaur welcomed principal
Savita Sharma as the chief guest.
During the activity, students participated in a group discussion over
various social issues and also presented a play showcasing the
evolution of the Indian society. Prizes
were distributed to the topper for
their achievements in academics.

GHG Khalsa college student
bags university position
LUDHIANA : Prabhjot Kaur, a final
year student of BBA at GHG Khalsa
College, Gurusar Sadhar, brought
laurels to the college by securing 12th
position in fifth semester examina-

tion results of Panjab University
. Manjit Singh Gill, president, congratulated Prabhjot for her brilliant
performance. Gill said Prabhjot was a
diligent student who had already
been selected by the ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance Private Limited,
through campus placement.

MCCEW rotary club donates
money for blind people
LUDHIANA : Rotaract Club of Malwa
Central College of Education for
Women, undertook a project ‘Donate
for blinds’ with the encouragement
of principal Naginder Kaur. The aim
of the project was to collect money
to assist Punjab-based organisation,
empowerment association for blinds,
in starting a new skill development
programme for blind children of the
region besides equipping them with
professional skills to become self-dependent in future. Club president
Anjali, secretary Isha and member
Aman organised the campaign to
collect donations. Naginder Kaur
handed over a demand draft of
₹12,000 to Pargat Singh Masih,
coordinator of the association for
blinds, to begin the skill develop
programme in the city.

WORLD BOOK DAY:
BCM School
LUDHIANA: World Book Day was
celebrated at BCM School, Basant
Avenue, Dugri, on Tuesday. A special
assembly was conducted by Class 9
students. Children sang songs,
delivered speeches and participated
in a talk show. Students of Kindergarten Section came dressed as
renowned authors and writers and
participated in a story-telling

n

Students of The Lakewood School during the Earth Day celebrations in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

activity. Principal Vandna Shahi
expressed her love for books and
encouraged students to be voracious
readers.

children. The principal apprised the
students of the importance of book
reading and encouraged them to
read more.

BCM School,
Chandigarh Road

GMT Public School

LUDHIANA: Various activities were
organised at BCM School, Chandigarh
Road, to mark the World Book Day
celebrations on Tuesday. In the
morning assembly, students spoke
about the importance of the day.
They participated in activities such as
newspaper-reading, creative writing
and a talk show on books. Principal
DP Guleria said reading habit should
be inculcated at the primary stage
and students must make use of the
school library as often as possible.

Bhartiya Vidya Mandir
LUDHIANA: Students of Bhartiya
Vidya Mandir, Udham Singh Nagar,
celebrated Book Day on Tuesday. The
academuic achievers were honored in
the morning assembly. Aadil
Kashyap, Radhika, Sugandha, Amrit
Sharma, Rizul, Astha Grover, Pratishtha Jain and Vani Narang stood first;
Manav Ayushi Lovish, Sukriti Jain,
Alisha, Kavish Bajaj, Karamdeep,
Bhumika stood second and Vrinda,
Moulik, Aditi, Nitin Dangwal, Kritika,
Gunjan, Drishti and Amisha stood
third. Ridhi of Class 8C apprised
everyone of the significance of the
day. A reading activity was conducted for students of Classes 3-5.

Peace Public School
LUDHIANA: Peace Public School
celebrated World Book Day on
Tuesday. A reading activity in the
open was organised for Junior Wing
students. The objective was to
inculcate a habit of reading among

LUDHIANA: A special assembly was
organised at GMT Public School,
Jalandhar Bypass, on Tuesday.
Children delivered speeches and
participated in activities such as
story -writing, cartoon-making and
poetry writing. Students also put up
an English literary display. All students pledged to read more often.
Principal Jasbir Kaur Bal delivered an
inspirational speech regarding the
importance of books.

Ryan International School,
Jamalpur
LUDHIANA: Students of Classes 6-8
celebrated World Book Day at Ryan
International School, Jamalpur on
Tuesday. Students dressed up as their
favourite literary characters and
enacted parts of popular books.
Principal Gurpal Kaur Anand appreciated the efforts of students and
encouraged them to explore the
pleasures of reading.

Green Land Public School
LUDHIANA: An inter-section school
magazine cover designing competition was organised at Green Land
Senior Secondary Public School,
Jalandhar Bypass, on Tuesday. The
theme was ‘tribute to Pulwama
soldiers’. Students of Class 9 and Fine
Arts students of Classes 11 and 12
participated. Mishthi of Class 9 and
Vinil of Class 12 stood first, Jananvi of
Class 9 and Khushi of Class 11 stood
second and Avtar Singh of Class 9 and
Vninil of Class 12 stood third. Consolation prizes were given to Yarin of

Class 9 and Tarun of Class 11. Principal
Baldeep Pandher said World Book
Day is a day for creating awareness
regarding the importance of reading
books in one’s life.

The Lakewood School
LUDHIANA: A literary fest for children
was organised at The Lakewood
School on Tuesday. The event was
curated by story teller and Once
Upon A Time story studio founder
Rumika Khurana. Around 500
students from across the city
participated in workshops such as
pottery, eat drink craft, just imagine
and compete defeat repeat. They
also participated in a fancy-dress and
a painting competition. Students
interacted with many popular
story-tellers. The event concluded
with a dastangoi presentation by
Syed Sahil Agha and Kabuki Khanna.
Meanwhile, Earth Day celebrations
were also held.

Freshers’ party at Guru
Gobind Singh Public School
LUDHIANA: A freshers’ party was
organised for new Kindergarten
students of Guru Gobind Singh Public
school, Pakhowal Road, Daad, on
Tuesday. Students participated in a
fashion show. Samridhi and Harinder
of the Nursery Section won the titles.
Children of Primary Wing gave
cultural performances. Director and
principal, Manjit Kaur Makkar,
appreciated the performances.

Yoga session at Sant Ishar
Singh Ji Memorial School
LUDHIANA: A yoga session was held
at Sant Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public
School, Karamsar, Rara Sahib, on
Tuesday. Everest Yoga Institute and
Everest Sports Academy director

HT PHOTO

Sanjeev Tyagi and member Kavita
Tyagi taught students of Classes 4-8.
Students learnt simple postures. The
principal said Yoga is an invaluable
gift of Indian ancient tradition and
thanked Sanjeev Tyagi and his team.

Guru Nanak Public School
celebrates Earth Day
LUDHIANA: Earth Day was celebrated at Guru Nanak Public School,
Sarabha Nagar, on Tuesday. Students
were dressed in green and participated in various activities. A
plantation drive was also organised.
Managing committee general
secretary S Surinder Singh and
member Amarjit kaur participated in
the plantation drive. Principal
Parvinder Kaur Kohli encouraged
students to be eco- conscious and
asked them to save water, electricity
and to plant more trees.

Earth day celebrations at
Ryan International School
LUDHIANA: Students of Ryan
International School, Dugri, observed
Earth Day on Tuesday. Students of
Classes 1 and 2 planted seasonal
vegetables in the school kitchen
garden. Students of Classes 3 to 10
participated in an inter-house skit
competition. Raman House stood
first, Einstein House stood second
and Aryabhatta House stood third.

Graduation ceremony at DCM
Presidency School
LUDHIANA: A graduation ceremony
for students of Class 2 was organised
at DCM Presidency School, on
Tuesday. The students presented a
dance and a musical performance.
They were conferred with personalized citations and certificates.
Principal blessed the children.
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Allcandidateseyeing2.8lakhvotes
castforPhoolkain2014elections
MAIN FOCUS Phoolka led in rural areas of Jagraon and Dakha, so nominees targeting these areas
Tarsem Singh Deogan
n

tarsem.deogan@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Candidates of all
major political parties are
focusing on the rural belt in the
district for votes.
The aspirants for the seat of
member of Parliament (MP)
from the Ludhiana constituency
are working hard to lure the 2.8
lakh voters, who had voted for
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate HS Phoolka during the 2014
general elections in Dakha and
Jagraon. Phoolka had stood second in the contest with 2.8 lakh
votes. All the candidates are
vying with each other to grab
these votes and concentrating
on rural areas.
The Congress has fielded sitting MP Ravneet Singh Bittu
again from the Ludhiana con-

NO NOMINATION FILED ON SECOND DAY
No one turned up at the district
administrative complex to file
nomination papers on the second
day. On the first dayon Monday,
comedian Jai Prakash Jain alias

stituency. Bittu, in the 2014 general elections, had got over 3
lakh votes and won the seat.
However, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) candidate Manpreet
Singh Ayali and Lok Insaaf
Party chief Simarjeet Singh
Bains had stood third and fourth
respectively. Ayali secured 2.5
lakh votes while 2.1 lakh votes
were cast in favour of Bains.
Phoolka led in rural areas,
especially from Jagraon and

Titu Bania, 40, and retired senior
executive engineer of the Punjab
State Power Corporation Limited
Baldev Raj Katna, 64, had filed
their nomination papers.

Dakha vidhan sabha constituencies, and later was elected
MLA from the Dakha constituency in assembly elections in
2017.
Phoolka is not in the fray and
the AAP has not fielded any
‘heavyweight’ this time. All candidates are eyeing on Phoolk’s
votes, as they could be a gamechanger. That’s why all candidates including Bittu, Maheshinder Singh Grewal of SAD,

PHOOLKA IS NOT IN THE
FRAY THIS YEAR AND
AAP HAS NOT FIELDED
ANY ‘HEAVYWEIGHT’
THIS TIME
Bains and Prof Tejpal Singh Gill
of the AAP started their campaigns from rural areas.
Bittu campaigned in Rurka,
Dehlon, Pohir and surrounding
villages on Tuesday.
Bains campaigned in Ladhowal, Ladiyan, Rajpuri Dam,
Nurpur Bet, Khaira Bet, Burj
Lambran, Gaunspur, Salempur
and Humbran.
Grewal has been campaigning more in Jaspal Bangar,
Dharod, Jarkhar, Alamgir, Jasowal and Gill vailles.

Professor Tejpal is based in
Sudhar and had initiated his
campaign from Sudhar, Dakha
and surrounding areas.
Bittu claimed it was an emotional wave in favour of Phoolka
in 2014 and the AAP had no base
in Punjab. Votes of the SAD and
the Congress had gone in his
favour, he said.
Grewal said at that time,
there was resentment among
voters and they had turned
towards the AAP.
This year, there is again a
strong wave in favour of Narendra Modi and people want him to
be Prime Minister again. All
votes will go in favour of the
SAD-BJP alliance.
Professor Gill said the AAP
has a strong base in Punjab and
people will vote for him seeing
their performance in Delhi.
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No reservation on the
basis of domicile: HC
HT Correspondent
n

n

A non-functional water cooler at the Rose Garden in Ludhiana.

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

No water for visitors at driving
test centre, sub-registrar office
Prabhjot Sehgal
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: The city’s temperature

is soaring with each passing day
but district authorities are yet to
arrange drinking water at various offices. With no drinking
water facility and inadequate
seating arrangement, visitors
are having a tough time at several key offices in the city.
At the office of sub-registrar
(west), Hambran Road, visitors
are a harried lot. People who
visit this office are left with no
option but to buy bottled drinking water.
The RO water-cooler kept for
visitors has rusted and is dysfunctional, its water not potable.
However, there is a separate
RO water system for the staff
which is kept inside the office.
Tarlochan Singh, a resident of
Dhandra Road, said, “We have
been here for the last three hours
but there is no facility of drinking water. The office is in a poor
condition, the centralised AC
system does not work, which
also causes suffocation inside
the office.”
LONG QUEUES BUT
NO WATER
Similar is the condition at the
Automated Driving Test Centre,
Civil Lines. Nearly 300 to 500 people visit the office daily, but there
is no facility for drinking water.
The people who have to get their
driving licence renewed or get a
new one made stand in long
queues for hours, but there is no
drinking water for them.
Arsh, who lives in Rajguru

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:Thecustomsdepartment

on Tuesday seized 2.5kg gold biscuits worth ₹76 lakh from a
Mansa resident who landed at
Chandigarh International Airport on the Dubai flight.
In the past one year, the customs and directorate of revenue
intelligence (DRI) have seized
around30kggoldworth₹8.5crore
being sneaked into the country
throughtheChandigarhairport.
While rummaging the flight
that arrived at 11:25am, custom
officials recovered the gold from
a cavity adjoining a passenger’s
seat. It was wrapped in black
cloth and covered with black
adhesivetape.RajKumar,35,who
was occupying that seat was
arrested underthe Customs Act,
1962,andfurtherinvestigationis

CHANDIGARH: ThePunjabandHaryana high court on Tuesday
struck down a clause giving reservation on the basis of domicile
for admission to postgraduate
courses at Government Medical
College and Hospital, Sector 32.
The high court bench of justices Mahesh Grover and Lalit
Batra has directed the GMCH to
fill the seats earmarked under
this category on the basis of candidates’meritintheNationalEligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET).
Out of total 118 seats of MS
(general surgery) and MD (general medicine) courses, 64 are
under state quota with 32
reservedforinstitutionalpreference category and remaining 32
for Chandigarh pool (local domicile).UndertheChandigarhpool,
those candidates were eligible
who had either studied for a
period of five years in the city at
any time or whose parents had
resided in the city for at least five
years at any time or children of
people who had held or hold
immovable property in the city
for five years at any time.
The clause was challenged on
March28,2019,byShreyGoeland
others,arguingthatitwasinviolation of various Supreme Court
judgments, according to which
domicile-basedreservationinPG

YOUNGISTAN

MORE JOBS, SAFETY
AFETY FOR WOMEN
As political parties are busy in wooing voters by making several promises, first-time
voters in the city are more serious and have their eyes set on the issues, the new
government must tackle. Many first-time voters are concerned about the problems
the city faces, including menace of stray dogs, pollution, unemployment, etc.

WHERE ARE JOBS
FOR YOUTH?

POLLUTION ENGULFING CITY
Mohit Thapen, 21, New Model Town

Anmolpreet Singh, 22,
BRS Nagar

Buddha Nullah has not been cleaned and is a major
source of pollution.

Despite many promises made to
youngsters, I still do not see any
jobs lined up for them. Even
postgraduates are forced to do
menial jobs.

Pollution: The problem needs to be tackled as soon as
possible. Breathing clean air and pure water is the
people’s fundamental right.

Stray dogs: Cases of dog bite are
reported almost daily. Will new
MP do
something?
Traffic:
Traffic jams
are a regular
feature.
There’s need
to regularise
traffic.

Stray dogs: There has been a surge in dog bite cases.
The MC needs to work on it and plan accordingly.

SMART CITY PROJECT A FAILURE
Manoj Kumar, 20, Gandhi Colony
Where is the smart city that was promised to us?
Pollution: Be it pollution of air, water bodies or noise,
Ludhiana leads all the way.
Crime: Crime is on the rise. Cases of snatchings are
common with police officials not doing much to curb
the crime.

UNEMPLOYMENT BIG PROBLEM

INFRASTRUCTURE
IN A MESS

Aakriti Lumba, 21, BRS Nagar
A number of youngsters I know are struggling to find
jobs in the absence of opportunities.

Anuj Gill, 21, Sarabha Nagar
Some good work has been done
in the past five years, but much
more needs to be done.

Pollution: The city is becoming a hell to live with
industry dumping intoxicants in water bodies.
Polarisation: The tendency on the part of politicians to
polarise people must end.

Traffic: There is need to regularise traffic. Fatal accidents are
taking place on a regular basis.

NEED TO REPAIR POTHOLED ROADS

Jobs: More jobs for women
should be created in the
government
sector

Jantej Singh, 19, New Model Town
Jobs and women safety are the main issues in everyone’s mind, but no one pays attention to these issues.
Corruption: The new government should deal with
this problem with determination.
Basic facilities: Many bank ATMs are found ‘not
working’ regularly in the city. Roads are in a pathetic
condition.

n

HC bench directs GMCH to fill
seats earmarked under this
category on the basis of
candidates’ merit in National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test.
REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

courses is not permissible. The
admissions aredoneon thebasis
of NEET conducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education.
“None of these contingencies
to our minds have any sustainable rationale as they even take
into fold thosepersons who have
hadabriefflirtationwiththecity
of Chandigarh either in educationoftheirward,inresidenceor
through property which at best
betermedtobearomanticliaison
with the city but it cannot form a
valid consideration for a preference while assessing merit to a
postgraduatecourse,” thebench
observed, adding that there was
no rationale with the objective
sought to be achieved.

EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Cyber crime:
Special steps
are needed to
check the
rising cyber
crime.

IMPROVE FARMERS’ CONDITION

Nitin Kalia, 20, Bharat Nagar

Shibani Singh,20, Dugri

There is need to improve the
standard of education in the city.
We need trained teachers and
better infrastructure.

Steps are needed to improve the
condition of farmers.

Traffic: The next MP should
focus on developing transport
within the city. City bus service
should be started on all routes.
Women safety: Girls deserve a safer place to live and
breathe in.

Agriculture: Farmers are
committing suicide on a regular
basis. Policies need to be formulated to stop farmers from taking
the extreme step of suicide.
Education: Education is the backbone of every country.
it should be made available to all at an affordable cost.
COMPILED BY ATISH SHARMA

Man accused of robbery gets bail
CHANDIGARH: The district court
grantedbailtoaParveshKumar,
21,ofKishangarh,inthecasepertaining to robbery of ₹20.
The case dates back to March
28,whentheaccusedwasbooked
bypoliceunderSection392and34
of the IPC. Complainant is Shiva
Kailash,whoworksasahelperat

a city-based hotel. He told police
when he was returning to his
house after work at around 1am,
he took an auto. At Kishangarh,
hegotdownandstartedwalking.
He was stopped by the accused
who had allegedly threatened
him and stole his purse that contained ₹20. Defence counsel Ravi

‘Will execute
smart city
project on time’

Visitors showing the dirty water from a water cooler at the office of
the sub-registrar in Ludhiana on Tuesday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

Nagar, said, “I am here to appear
my driving license test. I have
been waiting for two hours and
might have to wait for another
two. I had to buy water from outside as there is no facility for
drinking water.”
Ravinder, head clerk at the
centre, said they sent the watercooler for repair a few days ago.
“We will reinstall the watercooler as soon as it gets
repaired,” he said.
GARDENS WITHOUT
WATER
Rose Garden, where hundreds of
city residents come daily for
morning and evening walk, has
no drinking water facility either.
There are two RO water systems

Gold worth ₹76 lakh
found in Dubai flight,
Mansa man held
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com
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Lubhanaarguedthattheaccused
was being falsely implicated and
that the amount robbed was
merely ₹20. The court ruled that
it’s not about the amount robbed
but the intention behind the
crime. The court granted bail to
the accused after furnishing bail
HTC
bonds of ₹50,000.

POLLBUZZ

AIRPORT SEIZURE

HT Correspondent

ludhiana

hindustantimes
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on, said officials.
Last week, too, the customs
department had recovered
unclaimed gold in the form of 30
biscuitsandweighing3.5kgfrom
the same flight.
UNACCOUNTED GOLD
JEWELLERY SEIZED
Meanwhile, theMohalipoliceon
Tuesdayseizedunaccountedgold
jewelleryworth₹26.8lakhfroma
Parwanoowomanat theairport.
Airport police station house
officer inspector Baljeet Singh
said they had specific informationaboutawoman,identifiedas
Ashima Minhas, arriving on an
Indigo flight from Delhi.
Shewasinpossession ofunaccountedgoldJewelleryweighing
890 grams. The jewellery was
seized and the case was handed
over to income tax department,
said police.

in Rose Garden and none of them
works. The pipes that supply
direct water deliver contaminated water which people
swither to drink.
There is no facility for drinking water here and the taps supply lukewarm water in this acute
summer, said a gardener.
Situation is alike in Leisure
Valley where out of the two RO
systems, only one is functioning.
According to a worker of Leisure
Valley, one RO system has not
been working for the last year.
The municipal corporation
has set up a water tank which
supplies water to taps.
Water supplied by water tank
is generally contaminated and
not potable.

NABHA WARD
NO. 5 RESIDENTS
BOYCOTT POLL
CANDIDATES
NABHA:Residents of ward no 5 in
Nabha have put up posters on
their walls announcing that no
politicianshouldcomeaskingfor
votes.Theysaidthattheyhaveno
faith left in any candidate. Many
saidtheywillgoforNOTAbutton
while others plan to not vote.
The residents said they have
beenlivingin‘hell’forthepast10
years. “Water overflows from
drainsevenwhenit’snotraining
andentersourhouses,”theysaid.
Politicians are aware of our condition but not taking any action,
they said.
CabinetministerSadhuSingh
Dharamsot had made promises
before the Vidhan Sabha elections in 2017 but we remained
ignored, rued the residents.
“We have been subject to
troubles and diseases on a daily
basisduetothecontinuouswater
logging,” said retired principal
Inder Mohan.
HTC
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Lok Insaaf Party candidate Simarjeet Singh Bains (red turban) with supporters during a public
meeting in Ludhiana on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

Bains vows to work for development of villages
Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) candidate Simarjeet Singh Bains
addressed around 12 meetings
in Dakha, Ludhiana West, on
Tuesday. Bains claimed he
received a huge response from
the people, who assured of voting for him.
Bains said earlier government did nothing for the villages. If elected, he will empha-

sise on development of villages
and will not make fake promises to the people, he said.
Bains addressed meetings in
Ladhowal, Ladiyan, Rajpuri
Dam, Nurpur Bet, Khaira Bet,
Burj Lambran, Gaunspur, Salempur and Humbran.
During his meeting in Haibowal, former Congress leader
Anit Datta joinedthe Lok Insaaf

Party. Bains appointed Datta as
the general secretary of ward
number 92. Addressing the
gathering, Bains said Congress
failed to provide employment to
the youth and the Shiromani
Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata
Party (SAD-BJP) nexus pushed
them toward drugs. Bains
appealed to the people to cast
their votes in the LIP’s favour.

LUDHIANA : SAD-BJP alliance
candidate Maheshinder
SinghGrewalpromisedtimeboundimplementationofthe
smart city project for Ludhiana, announced by the BJPledgovernmentatthecentre.
AddressingaseriesofpublicmeetingshereonTuesday,
Grewal said the smart city
project despite being
announced by the government was in its first phase
only.
Taking a dig at the local
member of parliament
(MP) Ravneet Singh, Grewal
said the MP had failed to
implement the project.
Grewalsaidahugeamount
of money remained unutilised since Congress MP
and the Congress government had no interest to get it
spent.
The Akali leader said the
“debt waiver scheme” for
farmers was a total sham.

Bittu flays PM for not fulfilling promise of ₹15L to everyone for toilets
Member of
parliament
(MP) and Congress candidate
from Ludhiana constituency,
RavneetSinghBittu,addressed
meetings in Rurka, Dehlon,
Pohir villages among other
areas. During the campaign
SAD supporter Maha Singh
alongwithmembersofthepanchayats joined the party.
BittusaidtheAkalisfailedto
maintain law and order in the
state during their regime. The
Modi government’spromise to
give ₹15 lakh to every Indian
besides constructing toilets
undertheSwachhBharatAbhiyanandprovidingrooftoeveryone under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojna have fallen flat,
said the Congress leader. He
further said the prices of petroleum products had increased
and farmers were committing

n

Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu with supporters in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

suicide due to the lack of financial help from the government.
Bittu also chided Lok Insaaf
Party (LIP) candidate Simarjit
Singh Bains during the

campaign.
Hesaid,“ThevotersofAtam
Nagar and South constituency
havebeenregrettingovertheir
decision of electing Bains

n

Sombir Deshwal

Chandigarh Police
constable saves
drowning woman
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In an act of valour,

a constable with Chandigarh
Police Sombir Deshwal saved a
woman from drowning at
Dhanas lake, said police on
Monday.
Cops said that incident took
place on Sunday when a 38-yearold woman identified as Tohida,
a resident of Nayagaon
suddenly fell in the lake while
cleaning her hands in the lake
water following her evening
stroll.
Deshwal who was standing
on the nearby checkpost was
apprised about the incident by
the public.
“Sombir jumped in the lake
to save the woman’s life,” said
police officials privy to the matter. Sombir’s counterpart Sunil
rushed the woman to Government Multi-Speciality Hospital
(GMSH) in Sector 16 for treatment.Sector 11 station house
officer (SHO) Rajiv Kumar is
likely to recommend Deshwal’s
name for bravery award and the
DGP medal.

HT PHOTO

brothers, who did absolutely
nothing for residents despite
changing their parties.”
COMPILED BY
ATISH SHARMA
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Challan filed against
ex-Banur MLA Bunny
SEXUAL HARASSMENT Son of former Punjab minister
late Capt Kanwaljit Singh, he was booked in November 2018
HT Correspondent
n

HE IS ACCUSED OF
MISBEHAVING WITH
WOMAN OWNER AND
STAFF OF A HAIR SALON
IN AN INEBRIATED STATE

ludhiana@hindustatimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Chandigarh Police
on Monday filed chargesheet
against former Punjab legislator Jasjit Singh Bunny in a case
of sexual harassment.
Bunny, 50, who resides in
Sector 9, is the son of former
Punjab finance minister and
Akali leader late Capt Kanwaljit
Singh and has remained an
MLA from Banur.
He was booked on November
23, 2018, under Sections 354A
(sexual harassment) and 509
(word, gesture or act intended
to insult the modesty of a
woman) of the Indian Penal
Code on the complaint of a
woman working at a hair salon
in Chandigarh.
The chargesheet filed in the
court of chief judicial magistrate also mentions the same
sections.
The 32-year-old complainant
had told police that Bunny had
come to the salon in a drunken
state and asked for a head massage. While having the conver-

n

Jasjit Singh Bunny

sation, he allegedly touched a
girl at the reception.
On being asked to leave the
premises for being drunk, he
allegedly started abusing and
using vulgar language. When
the owner was called, he abused
her as well and threatened to
slap her and the staff, it was
stated in the FIR.
Following the complaint,
Bunny was arrested and taken
to hospital, where his medical
examination confirmed that he
was drunk. He was later
released on bail.
A copy of the chargesheet will

be handed over to the complainant on the next date of hearing
(July 10), following which arguments will take place before
framing of charges against the
accused.
FACING ANOTHER TRIAL
Bunny is already undergoing
trial for allegedly assaulting a
retired Punjab assistant sub-inspector of police and a supporter
of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
in November 2016.
Charges were framed against
him under Sections 341 (wrongful restraint), 325 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt), and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code in
October 2018. Maximum punishment under these sections is
two years.
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DERA BASSI
MAN SHOT AT
IN AMBALA

BJP farm wing leader arrested for
duping Delhi resident of ₹6 lakh

HT Correspondent

Rajanbir Singh

n

lludhiana@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : A 28-year-old man was

shot at with a countrymade gun
after a heated argument at an eatery on the busy Court Road in
Ambala on Monday. The victim
has been identified as Mahender
(only first name was provided) of
Dera Bassi in Mohali.
According to preliminary
investigation, four men known to
each other, including Mahender,
were having food at the eatery
around 5:15pm when a heated
argument erupted among them.
Later, one of the men in the
group shot at Mahender in the
back from close range, said
Ambala deputy superintendent
of police (DSP) Sultan Singh.
Closed-circuit television (CCTV)
footage shows the other men fleeing after the incident.
Ambala City station house officer (SHO) inspector Ajit Singh
said: “The injured man was
rushed to a local hospital from
where he was referred to Chandigarh. We are investigating the
matter and trying to identify the
accused. The injured was not in a
condition to give a statement. A
case would be registered only
after his statement.” The DSP
said Mahender is stated to be out
of danger.

n

BHARDWAJ IS ONE OF
THE ZILA ADHYAKSHS
(DISTRICT HEADS) OF
BJP KISAN MORCHA
IN CHANDIGARH

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :A Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) farmer wing leader
from Chandigarh has been
arrested for allegedly forging a
cheque and duping a Delhi man
of ₹6.1 lakh, it came to light on
Monday.
Bhushan Bhardwaj, one of the
zila adhyakshs (district heads) of
the BJP Kisan Morcha in Chandigarh, was arrested by Delhi
Police in coordination with their
Chandigarh counterparts the
same day MP Kirron Kher organised a ‘Coffee with Kirron’ session at his residence in Sector 61.
Seen as a close aide of the MP,
he also hosted her on his birthday three days prior to the arrest
on April 11. In a series of pictures
posted on her FB page, Kirron
had referred to him as the party’s
“khaas karyakarta (special functionary)”.
According to Delhi Police, the
incident took place in April 2015.
Pradeep, a resident of Aali village in New Delhi, had transferred money to his own account
to finance his ailing mother’s
medical treatment.
When he went to the bank to
withdraw some money on April
27, 2015, he found that his
account had insufficient bal-

n

Seen as a close aide of Kirron Kher, Bhushan Bhardwaj (left)
hosted the Chandigarh MP at his house on his birthday three days
prior to the arrest on April 14. Kirron shared this picture on Twitter,
calling him the party’s ‘khaas karyakarta’ (special functionary).

ance. On checking the details, it
was found that ₹6.1 lakh had
been withdrawn from the
account on April 21, allegedly
using a forged cheque.

Pradeep lodged a complaint
with the branch manager and
later with the police.
A case was registered on September 19, 2016, under Sections

420 (cheating) and 471 (using as
genuine a forged document or
electronic record) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at the Badarpur
police station.
During the course of investigation, police traced the money
to Bhardwaj, following which he
was arrested. He is currently in
judicial remand.
Gursewak Singh, additional
commissioner of police (ACP),
Badarpur, New Delhi, said: “We
have arrested Bhardwaj as per
the standard procedure.”
Sources in the police said they
are still working out the relationship between Bhardwaj and
complainant and had just followed the money trail.
According to sources in the
BJP, apart from his duties in the
Kisan Morcha, Bhardwaj was an
active party member at the local
level. Chandigarh head of the
Kisan Morcha, Balwinder
Sharma, refused to comment.
Kirron Kher, too, was not available for comment.

Failure to issue refund Two acquitted of
pinches Amazon, dealer assault charges
2016 UT CASE

LOCO ENGINE DERAILED

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA:The district consumer

n

A view of the derailed electric engine at the loco shed in Ludhiana on Tuesday. The incident took
place when the engine moved out of the shed to get assembled to a goods train. However, there
HT PHOTO
was no affect on the rail traffic.

disputes redressal forum has
penalised an e-commerce site and
a dealer for not refunding the cost
of a mobile phone that was
returned due to defects. The
forum has directed managers of
369 Sarathy Arcade, Bengaluru,
and merchant returns, Amazon
Seller Services Private Limited,
to refund the cost of the phone
₹8,998, and ₹5,000 relief for harassment and litigation charges
incurred by the complainant,
Ansh Jain, a resident of Kalka,
Panchkula.
The matter dates back to June
2017, when Ansh had ordered the

phone from the website on cash
on delivery basis. The phone was
delivered, but within a few days,
the calls and volume in video calls
started malfunctioning.
The complainant contacted
the customer care and was
advised to place an online return
as the phone was under warranty. He then returned the
phone through parcel, and was
assured that the phone cost along
with return charges will be credited in his bank account. However, a few days later, he only
received ₹71 on account of return
courier charges.
Later he approached the customer care of the opposing parties but neither received the
refund nor the phone. Notices

were issued to the opposing parties, but due to their non-appearance, they were proceeded ex
parte by the forum.
The forum observed that the
non-appearance of the opposite
parties despite notice showed
they had nothing to say in their
defence or against the allegations. The forum stated that with
this, the complainant has been
able to prove the genuineness of
his grievance.
“We have no hesitation to conclude that there has been glaring
lapse on the part of the opposing
parties in not refunding the cost
price of the phone. Thus, we hold
that they are jointly liable for the
deficiency and unfair trade practice,” the forum ruled.

CHANDIGARH: After the prosecution failed to prove the case, the
district court acquitted two persons in a three-year-old assault
case, here on Monday. The duo
were identified as Gurpreet and
Jaswinder Singh.
The case dates back to May 15,
2016 when an FIR was registered
under Sections 341 (punishment
for wrongful restraint) , 323,
(punishment for voluntarily
causing hurt) 354 (assault or
criminal force to woman) of the
IPC at Maloya police station.
The complainant is victim’s
14-year-old brother.
The minor boy told the police
that he stays with his sister and
brother-in -law in a rented
accommodation and runs a

rehri in Daddumajra.
One day when he had gone for
lunch and his sister managed
the rehri. On returning, the
complainant saw two men misbehaving with his sister.
“They physically abused her
and when I reached, they misbehaved with me as well,” he said.
Later my sister told me that
they touched her inappropriately , following which she fell
unconscious, the complainant
alleged.
Following this, the minor boy
accompanied by his brother-inlaw registered a police complaint. The two were arrested
and produced before the court
that acquitted them of the crimiHTC
nal offence.

Woman killed as
Patiala man behind 52
vehicle thefts in police net tipper truck hits

scooter in Mohali

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
PATIALA: The district police have

n

arrested a man for allegedly
being involved in vehiclelifting and recovered 52 stolen
vehicles from his possession,
here on Monday. The accused is
Praveen Kumar, of Malerkotla
in Sangrur district.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Mandeep Singh
Sidhu said that the accused has
confessed that he used to steal
two-wheelers from Patiala since
past two years.
“The accused added that he
would visit Patiala from Malerkotla by bus and target motorcycles and Honda Activa scooters parked outside educational
institutions,” SSP Sidhu said.
“Incidents of vehicle-lifting
had increased manifold in two
years,” he said.
He added that the accused
said that he used to drive back to
Malerkotala in the stolen vehicles, forge registration copies
and bills of the vehicles,
tamper with the engine and
chasis numbers and sell the
vehicle in the market to unsuspecting customers.
“We have recovered 24 motor-

MOHALI: A 42-year-old woman
was killed after a tipper truck
hit her two-wheeler from the
rear near Radha Soami Satsang
Beas in Sector 76, Mohali, on
Monday afternoon.
The victim has been identified as Bevi Devi of Dera Bassi.
She was a homemaker.
Police said she was on her
way to the regional transport
office in the same sector for
renewal of her licence when the
accident took place.
“The woman was not wearing helmet,” said police.
She is survived by her husband, who works in a liquor factory in Dera Bassi.
“The tipper driver fled leaving the vehicle behind. It has
been impounded,” said Sohana
station house officer Kuspreet
Kour. A case has been registered under Section 279 (rash
driving) and 304A (causing
death by negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code.
In another accident that took
place on Sunday, police on Monday booked a 30-year-old biker

n

Accused and the seized vehicles in police custody at Police Lines in
Patiala on Monday.
HT PHOTO

cycles, 25 Honda Activa scooters
and three Maruti 800 cars from
him,” the SSP said. “Police are
not considering the vehicle buyers as accused. We are treating
them as victims and have asked
them to handover the stolen
vehicles to police,” the SSP said.
The accused used to target
students, who parked their vehicles outside academic institutes
especially in Choti
Baradari and Leela Bhawan
areas in Royal City.

On transport department officials’ involvement in forging
vehicle documents, the SSP said
that they are investigating the
matter to get more information
about his accomplices. “We are
trying to find out how he managed to temper with vehicle
records,” police said.
Police have registered a case
against the accused under Section 379 (punishment for theft)
and 420 (cheating) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

PAST FATALITIES
April 2: A Kurali couple was
killed after a tipper truck
hit their motorcycle in
Sector 91
March 22: Three friends were
killed after a rashly driven
car hit their motorcycle in
Dera Bassi
February 13: A biker was
killed while his friend was
injured after being hit by a car
on the Zirakpur flyover

for the death of a pedestrian,
identified as Jasbir Singh of
Zirakpur.
He worked at the Chhatbir
Zoo.
The accused has been identified as Rishi Kapoor of Chamkaur Sahib in Rupnagar district. He has been booked.
The victim had gone for shopping at a mall in Zirakpur when
the accident took place on Sunday evening, said police.
He was rushed to Government Medical College and Hospital, Chandigarh, where he
succumbed to his injuries.

Women commission 2 traders held for thrashing
for expediting probe pregnant woman in Mohali
MOHALI RAPE IN CAB

HT Correspondent
HT correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Taking strong cogni-

sance of negligence of a cop in a
rape case, the Punjab State
Women Commission (PSWC)
has directed the Mohali police to
expedite inquiry into the case,
which was reported on April 16,
at Sohana police station.
PSWC chairperson Manisha
Gulati directed authorities to
take action against SHO Daljeet
Singh Gill, who has been placed
under suspension for failing to
act promptly on this complaint.
Gulati met victim and inquired
about the incident from SP, City
Harwinder Singh Virk and others. She directed the officials to
take action and instructed the

officials to give best medical and
legal aid to victim and assured
her that the commission will
take care of her rehabilitation.
A 22-year-old call centre
employee from Himachal, staying and working in Mohali, was
allegedly raped in a cab while she
was on her way to office. After
escaping, she had approached
Sohana police station first.
Instead of registering a case,
Daljeet cited jurisdiction issue
and sent the victim to the police
station in Phase 8.
Not only did he fail to register
a zero FIR (an FIR that can be
filed in any police station regardless of the place of incidence or
jurisdiction), he also did not
inform his senior officials, which
is a must.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:

Police on Monday
arrested two people for allegedly
beating up a 27-year-old pregnant
woman at Mauli Baidwan in Sector 80 here. The accused have
been identified as Naushad
Aalam, 32, and Juman Aalam, 23,
of the same area.
The woman, Kajal Devi, and
her husband, Sanjeev Kumar, 30,
run a vegetable shop at Mauli
Baidwan. “They had to repay
some debt to the accused, who are
running a utensils shop in the
neighbourhood. As they failed to
pay it, the duo beat up the woman
on Saturday,” said Sohana station house officer Kuspreet Kour.
Sanjeev Kumar, who is from
Bihar and has been staying here

VICTIM, WHO RUNS A
VEGGIES SHOP, OWED
₹3,700 TO ACCUSED;
STATED TO BE SAFE
with his wife for the past 10 years,
said they had bought some utensils and gas stove for ₹16,000 from
the accused’s shop.
“Only ₹3,700 were left to be
paid. On Saturday, they came to
our shop and asked for the
money. We requested for some
more time, but they didn’t listen
and started beating my wife.
When I intervened, they thrashed
me too,” alleged Sanjeev.
Sanjeev said despite pleading
before the duo not to beat his wife
as she is six-month pregnant,
they didn’t stop.

Later, Sanjeev rushed his wife
to the civil hospital in Phase 6.
The doctor’s prescription
reads that the woman had pain in
the abdomen, abrasion over the
forehead, face and right arm and
complained about body pain.
“Her condition is now stable.
The foetus is also safe. We have
shifted her to the maternity ward
from the emergency,” said a doctor overseeing her treatment.
A case under Sections 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 451
(house-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with
imprisonment) and 34 (done by
several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was registered
at the Sohana police station. “The
accused will be produced in court
on Tuesday,” said the SHO.

n

The encroached forest land at Sector 67 is earmarked for motor market, which is to be shifted from
RAVI KUMAR/HT
Phase 1.

Encroachments galore in Mohali
as GMADA turns a blind eye
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Despite several traders

encroaching over two acres in
Sector 67 for selling building construction material, the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA) has
been turning a blind eye to the
intrusions. These traders have
been operating from the land
since past one year.
Huge piles of bricks, sand,
gravel along with the vehicles are

Gang of thieves
busted, five
arrested in Mohali
MOHALI: With the arrest of five
people, police busted a gang
involved in theft of vehicles in
Mohali for the past three years.
Also, seven motorcycles, three
Activa scooters and a Maruti
car were recovered from their
possession.
The accused have been identified as Salman Khan, Nitesh
Kumar, Gagraj and Raju of
Sohana and Vijay Kumar of
Kurali. Addressing a press conference at the Balongi police station, Kharar deputy superintendent of police (DSP) Deep
Kamal said the gang had been
active in Mohali for the past
three years.
“They were involved in the
multiple cases of thefts in areas
including as Matur, Balongi and
Sohana,” the DSP said.
HTC

found parked on the civic body
land. A trader Kanwarjit Singh
said, “GMADA officials do visit
the site sometimes, but they have
never challaned us. They only
warn us to remove the material
from the land.”
“Moreover, we will be shifting
the construction material to
other site near Sector 86 as we
have bought the land on rent,
he said. Estate officer, GMADA,
Rohit Gupta said, “We will hold
the drive in a day or two and will
remove the encroachments.”

These traders have shifted
their base from Sector 77 to 67
after GMADA constructed roads
in the sector. The encroached and
is earmarked for motor market,
which is to be shifted from
Phase 1. Sector 66 resident
Suresh Kumar said, “It is sad
that the land has been
encroached right under the nose
of GMADA, but the officials have
not taken any action.This is
why lands are encroached and
later the authorities indulge in
litigations.”

Four UT men thrash
CTU driver; arrested
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The UT police on

Monday arrested four persons
for misbehaving and manhandling a Chandigarh Yransport
Undertaking (CTU) bus driver.
The victim, Satish Kumar of
Hissar, alleged that four persons, Chottu ,23, and Amit ,23, of
Sector 52 and, Rohit ,22, and
Dhavender ,25, of Mauli Jagran
village were trying to overtake
the bus when they crashed into
it, police said.
“The boys spoke rudely and
abused the driver. Instead of
apologising to him, they forcibly
pulled him out of his seat and
thrashed him,” said a police official requesting anonymity.
“The driver was kicked in the
stomach. He also sustained

injuries on his arms and shoulders,” an official said.
Satish’s uniform was torn
and he was taken to a nearby
hospital for treatment, police
said.
The entire incident happened
near Sector 51/52 light point,
and lasted for nearly two hours.
A case under Sections
341(punishment for wrongful
restraint), 332 (voluntarily
causing hurt to deter a public
servant performing his/her
duty), 353 (assault or criminal
force to deter a public servant
from discharging his duty), 506
(punishment for criminal intimidation) and 34 (acts done by several person in furtherance with
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code, was registered
against the four accused, who
have been arrested.
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‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon

The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT
(above)

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy
if a film is successful; it doesn’t matter
if it touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan
he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as
Stree (2018), Andhadhun
(2018) and Gully Boy doing so
well.

I feel like everybody
who has been part
of the film and has
taken the
responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention.
KRITI SANON, ACTOR
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my
film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success

It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are
written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.
You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

STOP PRESS

he exuberant ’80s was
the most statementmaking era in
fashion. Think punk
meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

T

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja (right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA,
YOGEN SHAH, INSTAGRAM/
SONAMKAPOOR

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
BBC’S LUTHER TO GET
INDIA REMAKE
he award-winning BBC
Studios crime thriller
Luther, featuring
Hollywood star Idris Elba, is
set to have an Indian
remake. The Indian version
is yet to be titled and will
be the second Asian version
of the series, after the
award-winning South
Korean remake, Less Than
Evil.

T

“The original series has a
tremendous international
following, and we believe
that an Indian version will
work well,” says Sameer
Nair, CEO of the production
house, which will be making
— PTI
the remake.

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.
SHUBMAN GILL,

Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma
he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS can
only be one, which lasts for
a lifetime in memories. If
we see old cinema, there
has never been a sequel.
It’s only a remake,” adds
Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed.
With a positive track
record, does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known
by your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they
want to make a film like
BKB, you know you’ve added
something to the library of
Indian cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing,
reading, and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

CRICKETER

Excited to launch a new track: Punit
Sneha Mahadevan
fter releasing the first
song from Student Of The
Year 2 (SOTY2) – The
Jawaani song, the makers of
the Tiger Shroff, Ananya
Panday and Tara Sutaria’s
upcoming teenage drama,
are all set to release their next
track, today.
Titled Mumbai Dilli Di
Kudiyaan, the director of the
film Punit Malhotra, says
he is excited to launch the
desi song.
“Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyaan
is the equivalent of Radha

A
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

from SOTY (2012) and so
we wanted it to be at par
with the very popular song.
It’s going to be a desi number
and Tiger, Ananya and Tara
had a lot of fun shooting for
the song in that space,” says
Punit.
Unlike the first song, which
was a revamped version of
Kishore Kumar’s 1972 track,
Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani,
from the film Jawani Diwani
(1972), this is an original
track.
Punit says that the
overwhelming response to the
track was a pleasant surprise.

“Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani
is one of my favourite songs.
I am anti-remixes, so I was
very sure that we were
going to remix it with a lot
of class and dignity. This is
one of the better remixes in
today’s time purely because
we have retained Kishore
Kumar’s original voice
in a lot of portions,”
he says.
He also adds that it was a
challenge to live up to the
original SOTY album and a lot
of work has gone into
ensuring that they meet the
expectations.

Filmmaker Punit Malhotra
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Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - sEPT 23)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(sEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) waS made in two verSionS
— an EngliSh verSion directed by Tad
DanielewSki and the Hindi verSion by
Dev Anand’S brother Vijay Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUN OR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut by
saying that people should give
the teenager some space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer a
lot due to the star status of
their parents. Recently, during
the promotion of Total
Dhamaal, Ajay said that he
and his wife are stars,
therefore, he understands that
they will be scrutinised at
some point. However, he said
that he finds it inappropriate
when his kids go through the
same level of judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s career
plans, Kajol said, “She (Nysa)
is just 16 years old. I think you

A

(media and people) can give
her a break and some space.
Recently, she has celebrated
her 16th birthday. Right now,
she is studying in 10th
standard and she is preparing
for her board exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa on
social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you grow
know that you will always be
my heartbeat,” wrote Kajol on
Instagram.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

Mediashouldgive
Nysaabreak,
saysmomKajol

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar
Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

A _____________ iS a gathering of important people who Singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done
- Fred Allen (10)

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Scary Movie 2
at 1658

EDITOR’S
PICK

0925 Police Story
3: Supercop
1114 Rango
1306 Rampage
1458 S.W.A.T.
1658 Scary Movie 2
1810 The Hangover
2000 The Dark Knight
2252 XXX: State of The
Union

Zombieland at 1910

The Prestige at 1647

1054 Cars
1302 Coco
1458 Ice Age 2: The
Meltdown
1639 Life of Pi
1910 Zombieland
2050 Thor: Ragnarok
2326 Men In Black 3

1046 Blades of Glory
1212 Shadows of The Dead
1337 My Lucky Stars
1503 Focus
1647 The Prestige
1901 Wedding Crashers
2100 The Patriot
2346 Take The Lead

Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana
at 2000

Shiva The Super Hero 3
at 2100

0810 Tutak Tutak Tutiya
1056 Rustom
1402 Commando 2
1645 Super Singh
2000 Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana
2257 Non-Stop

0932 Encounter Shankar
1158 Entertainment
1452 Mera Badla - Revenge
1741 Arya – Ek Deewana
2100 Shiva The Super
Hero 3
2323 The Real Tiger

IANS
Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

Nysa is just 16 years
old. I think you can
give her a break and
some space... Right
now, she is studying in
10th standard and she
is preparing for her
board exams
KAJOL ACTOR

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Rowdy Baadshah at 1425
1155 Dashing Rambabu
1425 Rowdy Baadshah
1725 Veerta
2040 Supreme Khiladi 2
2325 Shaktiman
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‘STARKIDS
DO GET
CHANCES
PRETTY
EASILY’

‘Idon’tthink
thereisany
needtoadd
fueltothefire’
Sangeeta Yadav
e garnered many hate
tweets and was trolled
on social media for
voicing his opinion on
various subjects,
controversial or not. But it
never really deterred actor
Randeep Hooda from
tweeting or calling spade, a
spade. Instead, he has
become more conscious in
his approach.
“I usually try and
highlight positive aspects
on the social media as there
are enough people pointing
out the negativity in the
world. I find it funny when
all these people, who might
be famous, make a big deal
about trolling,” says
Randeep.
Not letting trolls affect
his mental peace, the actor
opines, “I feel the word
trolling is wrong. It is just
somebody trying to press
their opinion. It is just a
gimmick to get attention. I
don’t think there is any

H

But actor Bhumi Pednekar is not
grudging her insider peers the
privilege of a Bollywood launchpad
Juhi Chakraborty
ew actors working today
can understand how
careers are made in
Bollywood like Bhumi
Pednekar can — the Dum
Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an
assistant casting director
before branching out into
acting. And speaking from
experience, Bhumi says that
actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day.
After all, you can survive only
on your credibility as an actor,”
says Bhumi. Incidentally, the
actor’s co-star from her
upcoming film, Ananya
Panday (daughter of actor
Chunky Panday) bagged her
second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling
that somebody got more
opportunities than me. I feel
that there might be an
opportunity but to live up to it
is completely on the basis of
their talent,” she adds.
Bhumi recently joined the
cast of Pati, Patni Aur Woh,

F

But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor

need to add fuel to the fire.
Mostly, negative fire.”
The actor, who will be
seen sharing screen space
with Chris Hemsworth in
an out-and-out action film
Dhaka and is currently
working on Imtiaz Ali’s yetto-be-titled film, says he has
started using the platform
to promote social causes.
“Social media, I feel, is a
great tool. I like to use the
platform for all the good
causes that I like and
support,” Randeep says.

fter actors Shakti
Anand and Falaq Naaz
made news for being
ousted from a fantasy drama
on TV, rumours are rife that
Adaa Khan, who plays the
lead, might be leaving, too.
According to speculations,
are the actor has been asked to
quit since the makers and the
channel are considering
getting a new face to replace
Adaa, after sending her
character into coma.
The show hasn’t been able
to achieve desired ratings —
so much so that it was on the
brink of being taken off air. It
is therefore that the producers
are apparently trying this
strategy to keep viewers
hooked. However, Adaa
refutes the rumours. “I am not
quitting my show. Yes, the
producers have planned some
interesting twists in the story
wherein my character will be
in a coma but only for a few
days. I don’t know where these
rumours are coming from.”
Talking about her career,
the actor, who has shows such
as Naagin, Kanpur Wale
Khuranas and Amrit Manthan
to her credit, says with time,
one evolves as an actor and
“enjoys the process of creating
a show from scratch”.
“You commit mistakes,
learn new things and that’s the
way life is. An actor’s real
acknowledgment comes with
the audience appreciation and
I consciously take up roles
which are unique, so that they
are entertained well. I am
satisfied with the way my
career has shaped up. One
always wants to do better and
diversify with whatever
opportunities you get. I have
always chosen the best and it
has worked in my favour,” the
29-year-old actor says.

A

Having a Bahl?
Actor Mohnish Bahl shared this cute picture of his daughter
Pranutan, on Instagram. “Spread your wings...Soar! The sky is
not the limit ... God bless you always.” he captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ MOHNISH_BAHL

QUOTE HANGER
GOOD TO MAKE
YESTERYEAR
SONGS
ACCESSIBLE TO
OUR YOUTH. I
SEE YOUNGSTERS
DANCING TO
THESE REMIXES.
IT MEANS THEY
LIKE THEM.

YOU HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING YOU
BELIEVE IN AND
YOU’VE TO DO IT
AS HONESTLY AS
YOU CAN. THEN,
WHATEVER
HAPPENS,
HAPPENS FOR
THE BEST

RANDHIRKAPOOR,
ACTOR

ZOYAAKHTAR,
FILMMAKER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tere Naam sequel confirmed

after actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped
from the project. On whether it
is professional for filmmakers
to do something like this,
Bhumi, who will be sharing
screen with Taapsee in a
biographical film, says, “My
journey has just about started I
don’t understand yet how all of
this works and what’s the
mechanism behind it. Taapsee
and I are good friends. Both of
us are putting our heart and
soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working
with is Kartik Aaryan, also
because both of them have
worked in similar films. “I am
quite excited. Kartik plays a
regular boy-next-door in
romantic comedies and so have
I. Except for Sonchiriya, all my
films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.

alman Khan’s fame
attained new heights
with 2003 romantic drama
Tere Naam. And now, film’s
director Satish Kaushik has
confirmed that a sequel is
in the making. According to
a Mumbai Mirror report,
Satish has said, “Yes it’s
true. I am making Tere
Naam 2, which is a love
story. That’s all I can say for

S

now.” The original had
starred Bhumika Chawla
opposite Salman, besides
appearances by Sarfaraz
Khan, Darshan Kumar and
Ravi Kishan. Whether the
sequel will also star Salman
still remains a question.
The film went on to win
multiple nominations, with
Salman’s performance
receiving acclaim.

FREEZE FRAME
PHOTO:
PRODIP
GUHA/HT

Randeep Hooda

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

TV actors are constantly
asked about their film plans,
and Adaa asserts that though
she would love to star in
films, at the moment she
is enjoying her work on
television, and is in
no hurry to enter
Bollywood.
“Who doesn’t
want to do films?
Every actor would
love to do films as
they enjoy a mass
audience appeal.
But I believe that
an actor is an
actor, whether
it’s TV or films.
The only
difference is
films engage a
bigger
audience than
television. I am
happy in my
space on
television, as of
now,” she says.
n

LOOKBACK

RANDEEP HOODA
ACTOR

Adaa Khan ‘not quitting’ her show Annup Sonii says he doesn’t
Kavita Awaasthi

SHOW BUZZ

I usually try and
highlight positive
aspects on the
social media as
there are enough
people pointing
out the negativity in
the world.

BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR

n
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want his son to feel privileged
Sangeeta Yadav

e is quite active on social
media, but very little is
known of actor Anuup
Sonii’s personal life, especially
his seven-year-old son, Imaan.
The actor rarely shares his
pictures on social media,
except for last month, when he
posted a picture of Imaan with
a cricket bat that had the
words, ‘believe, become’
written on it.
The actor, who is married to
actor Juhi Babbar, admits that
he is very cautious about his
son’s upbringing and he
doesn’t want the child to ever

H

feel “privileged” because of his
parents. “It was a conscious
decision for us to give him a
very simple upbringing and not
make him feel the privilege of

Grounding is very
important and Imaan
has learnt not just
from me but from his
grandfather, (veteran
actor) Raj Babbar,
as well
ANUUP SONI ACTOR

kavita.awaasthi

@htlive.com

Rumours
abound on
Adaa Khan’s
exit from a TV
fantasy drama

Actor Anuup Sonii posted this picture with his son, Imaan, on social
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANUPSONI3
media, recently

Lolo’s religious sojourn
Actor Karisma Kapoor shared this picture on Instagram
from the Golden Temple in Amritsar. “Wonderful end to a
spiritual weekend #thankful#positivity” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

being a star kid. That
grounding is very important
and he has learnt not just from
me but from his grandfather,
(veteran actor) Raj Babbar, as
well,” says Anuup, adding his
son “is not in too much awe
when the paparazzi capture
him. He is very calm and cool
about it.”
But Imaan does know that
his father is an actor — does
he ever share how he feels
watching Anuup on screen?
“He has only seen little bit of
my anchoring and I sometimes
show him my previous work on
YouTube. You can talk to him
like an adult. He doesn’t behave
like a typical child.”
Talking about the picture he
posted, the actor shares that
Imaan is more passionate
about cricket than films or
acting, at the moment. “As far
as acting is concerned, I don’t
think he is keen to pursue it.
Maybe he is too young to take a
call about whether he wants to
pursue acting or not. But
looking at his passion for
cricket and football, I feel he
will make his career as a
sportsperson,” Anuup says.
The Gangaajal (2003) actor
shares that whenever there’s a
cricket match, both father and
son watch it together. “The
knowledge Imaan has about
the sport leaves me amazed. He
has all the facts and figures at
his fingertips and recognises all
international cricketers. If I’m
not at home, he keeps calling
me to give an update about the
match and when I return
home, we discuss like proper
professionals about who scored
how many runs,” he says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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EDUCATION

CHEMISTRY Home Tuitions +1,+2
Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and institute doubts
clearance. Highly experienced
Teacher. 9876444333.

HOME Tuition Maths/ Science 7th
to 10th Class by B.Sc, B.Ed,
experienced Teacher Contact:
7696232454

EXPERT Coaching in Economics
for 11th and 12th at Grammar Smart
School, Dhakoli, 9530902938,
9877702163.

FOR SALE p4

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

EDUCATION

ENGLISH by Gupta Sir. Home/
Group
Coaching
Class-IX
Onwards.Complete-SYLLABUS
During Summer Vacation.Contact
9872655377/9888615377

ON WEDNESDAY

HOME Tuitions upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2
(Chemistry, Biology) Qualified
Female Tutor. 9815891571
PHYSICS home doubt classes for
JEE (Main/ Advanced), NEET,
AIIMS preparing students. Ranvijay
Sir. 7814997347.
"FREE Trials" Home Tuitions for
All Classes/ Subjects Competitions
Exam
Soham
Tutorials.
9872662386 (Tutor Welcome)

■ NO. 17 ■ PAGE 08
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EDUCATION

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

HOME TUITIONS / tutors available
(female/ male) all classes / subjects
Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Panchkula.
Impact Creators: 87290-15647
(tutors welcome)

HOME tuitions by best faculty in
chandigarh mohali for +1+2 Accounts
economics
contact
9878440768

CBSE, NCERT ( Short Duration)
+1, +2 Fifteen years Experience
(Mathematics
98157-25385)
(Chemistry 98550-24657), (Physics
95014- 57805).

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th Mathematics, Science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc. Home Tutor. Students
getting 98%, Printed Notes.
9815929292.

ACCOUNTS Economics +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction,
(13
years),
Pushpender.
8427273894.

HOME/ Group Tuitions and Tutors are available for all classes/
subjects. Devikas tutorials since
1995 call:-9872438079, Tutors Welcome.

PHYSICS/ Chemistry, NCERT, IIT,
AIPMT Experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.
MATHEMATICS and Physics 6th
to 12th CBSE/ ICSE BBA, BCA,
MCA, Engineering Maths, Sector53, (9876818283).
CHEMISTRY (NCERT/ JEE/ NEET)
Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase 11
Mohali, Excellent results 2018
boards (5 students scored above
90%) 9417185881.

HOME Tutors Available for All
Classes/ Subjects in Panchkula/
Chandigarh/ Mohali 73476-53830
(Tutors Welcome) Vigour Education.
+1, +2, B.Com Coaching Sector41D,
Accounts,
Economics,
Business by (CA, CS Vidushi, Shri
Ram College of Commerce, London
School of Economics UK Passout)
Produced AIR-5 in 12th CBSE 2017,
Contact:
Vidushi
Commerce
Classes. 9988457457.
CBSE/ICSE Tuitions for 6th-10th
Class (Maths/Science), Sec-24D,
Chandigarh. Experienced lady tutor.
9465225660.

CHEMISTRY Group & Home
Tuitions for +1, +2, JEE/ NEET
Panchkula, Chandigarh, Mohali.
Contact: 9855420328.

EXCELLENT
Coaching
for
Mathematics, +1, +2, Science,
Maths , 9th, 10th, in Phase-3A,
Mohali. 99151-01921.

EXPERT tuitions for all subjects
+1, +2, B.Com, BBA, BA, MBA,
M.Com in small batches, sector-15A
Chandigarh. 9872991185

PHYSICS (9896701044), Chemistry (9041256907) Mathematics
(7009701574)
(CBSE/
ICSE/)
Home/ Group Tuitions (10th- 12th,
JEE, NEET) SEC-34.

COMMERCE
Home/
Group
Tuition +1, +2, (CBSE/ ICSE/ NIOS)
Accounts,
Economics,
Maths,
Business 98550-42535, 9876390450.

HOME/ Group Tuition Accountancy, Economics, Operation research. Tax from +1 to B.Com/ BBA/
MBA Sudheer Kumaar 9780462691

EXCELLENT Home Tuition of
Mathematics 8th, 9th, 10th, +1, +2
by RajSir, 15 Years Experience.
8286100004.

HOME Tuitions for all Classes/
Subjects by Experienced Teachers
Contact Shine Tutorial 8146239769
Tutor Welcome.

HOME Tuitions 9th, 10th, +1, +2,
NIOS, BBA, B.Com, BA, MBA,
Accounts.
Reasonable
fees,
9592011001.

VOL IV

EXPERT COACHING In Legal
Studies for XI & XII in Panchkula.
(Female
Tutor)
Contact7986505626
CONCEPTUAL
PHYSICS,
Mathematics
(JEE-MAINS,
Advanced) by Holistically Freaking
Experts (Teachers by Choice),
Physics:- Pawan Kumar (P.K. Sir),
(Ex-Sr. Faculty-Bansal Classes).
Mathematics:- Vineet Upadhyay
(V.P. Sir) (Ex-Faculty- Career Point
Aakash Institute) 99156-69385,
89686-65229
RESULT oriented home Tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee contact Anand
Tutorials
7307203050,
9888407884.
RESULT oriented home tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee Contact Anand
Tutorials
7307203050,
9888407884.

ENGLISH SPEAKING
LEARN IELTS, trained and experienced faculty, spoken English on
phonetics, grammar, multimedia
lab. Ausum English Institute. SCO
3/20D, Chandigarh. 73470-20202,
0172-4018111.
IELTS MBA Coaching English
Speaking Grammar, Personality
Development Academics +1, +2,
Special Batches on Saturday.
Sunday 3036/44-D. Chandigarh.
98764-40363,
0172-2663036.
www.ritaenglishacademy.com
SPEAK English fluently like foreigner. Accent Training, pronunciation improvement, public speaking.
home Tuition only. 8427812846.
COACHING FOR IELTS Spoken
English Grammar from Highly
experienced trainer at Phase-2
Mohali. 99147-98999
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BUSINESS

EDUCATION
TUITION & TUTORIALS
RESULT oriented Female/Male
Home Tutor Available any Subject/
Class/Board,
Graduate,
Post
Gradaute. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

TUITION & TUTORIALS

BUSINESS

LOAN / FINANCE

AUTISM Tutor available. Best
results assured. Contact: 7889121227, 98886-90074.

RUNNING Car Service Station
with latest Equipment, Hydrolic lifts,
Paint Booth & mixing Machine, A.C
and Denting Machine, Service &
detailing Studio for lease Contact:
7009266814

GOLD Loan, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt./ Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector 18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.

ADMISSIONS
CONTACT for home Tuition by
experience and qualified Teacher by
Gurman Tutorial 9915210374 (result
oriented)
MATHEMATICS Science Home
Tuitions for best Results. Conceptual Teaching. CBSE ICSE 7th-10th.
Highly experienced. 9888496049.

CONSULT for PHD, LLB, LLM,
Pharmacy, B.Tech, M.Tech, Diploma, B.PED, M.PED, library
Science, BBA, MBA, BCA, MCA,
BA., MA. Evening/ Holiday Classes.
Supplementary/
Compartment
Cases. Kumar Associates 9915755221, 97798-55221.

HOME Tutors M/F available all
classes, all subjects. Tutors for
Engg. Degree, Diploma, all subjects
all streams. Contact Er. Ashwani
Dharia, Dharia Classes, 8360754669. Tutors welcome.

10TH, 12th, BA, MA, Electrical,
Plumber, Welder, Mechnical, Cooking, Nannycare, fee 700 gap students contact Softech Mohali
9988237136

GANPATI Tutorials Excellent
home tutors for all Classes/
Subjects/ Areas. 9815504171 Mrs.
Kakkar (Tutors Welcome).

COACHING

PAY PER doubt jee main-jee
Advance Mathematics Question +1,
+2. Shivam Mathematics SCO 273
32D Chandigarh 8360375478.
HOME
tuitions
9th,
10th,
Mathematics, Science experienced
Sanjeev Sir. 8558972896, +1, +2,
IIT, B.Tech, Result 95% Professor
Tyagi. 9501243740.
HOME tuitions for 9th, 10th Maths, Science. 11th, 12th Maths,
Physics. Experienced. Contact:
8360754669, Tutor Welcome.
EXCELLENT
Home/
Group
Tuitions. All Classes/ Subjects,
Spoken English, French, Hobbies,
Tricity
7986747767.
Tutors
Welcome
MATHEMATICS
Home-Tuition
10th, +1, +2, JEE MAIN Advance
B.Sc, Well Experience M.Sc (Maths)
7973351740, 9888931974
SCIENCE Home Tuitions 8th, 9th
and 10th ICSE/ CBSE. Experience
of 14 years. Printed Worksheets and
Test. Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Zirakpur.
9417781207.

PHYSICS Helpline XI, XII. Small
batches or Individual tuitions free
trials Phase 10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.
MATHEMATICS +1, +2 (Non-Medical & Commerce) in Simplified way
in Sector-35, Chandigarh, One
Week Free Demo. 9814711682.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
LEARN French from Experienced
lady tutor, MA French (PU Gold
Medalist) level AI-BI, TCF School/
College students. Contact: Mrs.
Brar. 525 (ground floor) 18-B,
Chandigarh. 97797-91975.
REGULAR
and
customized
classes for Spanish, Italian, Dutch,
Portuguese, French, Norwegian,
Japanese and other language. Epitome
language
services
9876002020, 01724043122

FMCG Company Wants to Sell/
Lease Its, Soya Plant manufacturing
Soya Paneer Soya Milk, Soya
Chaap, Situated at Industrial Area
Saha, Distt Ambala. 9779420008

CASH on swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector- 18D,
Chandigarh- 98765-80001.

DETECTIVE & SECURITY
SERVICES

PERTROLEUM
Consultancy
about Petrol Pumps and Gas
Agencies (especially Reconstitution
cases). Prithi Paul Advocate
9915577457, Ex-Manager, Bharat
Petroleum.
Website:
paulpetroleumconsultants.com

AUTHENTIC Private investigations and detective services.
Chanakya SCO-409, Sector-35C,
Chandigarh.
+91-98147-10789,
0172-5014789.

ADVTG. & MKTG.

TOP Secret Detective Agency
SCO 487, Sector 35 Chandigarh.
9876491992, Contact Relating extra
marital affairs, or any other problem.

AUTHORISED
Advertisement
booking Agency: all Newspaper/
Radio/ TV. Parizwing: Showroom65, Sector 20-C, Chandigarh.
98885-16234
FOR Advertisement in all newspapers call Atul Arora 98150-43655
Doorstep service. No extra charges.

PACKERS & MOVERS
HEMKUNT Packers & Movers,
Local shifting services & all over
India services Chandigarh: 9465588772, 98724-20061

INSURANCE
INSURE
Life,
Moneyback,
Children, Pension, ULIPS, shop,
Mediclaim, vehicle, mutual fund.
Tricity Insurance expert. 9915344349.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
ACCOUNTING
SERVICE-For
IncomeTax, TDS, GST Return &
Compliance, VAT Assessment,
Part/Pending Accounting work.
9877467025
GST Registration, GST returns,
all types of Business Accounting,
ITR's, Tally/ Accounts Training with
9888389367

COOKERY CLASS

LOAN / FINANCE

LEARN cooking and Baking Party
Snacks, Salads Chinese, Tandoori,
South Indian, Italian, Continental,
Cakes 9417684502

CONTACT for all Kind of Loan,
Life Insurance, Vehicle Insurance.
Health Insurance, and investment.
7814395797.

ASTROLOGY
ASTROLOGY provides peace of
mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your Astrological
Problems Consult- Rajiv at "The
Destiny" 9815599555 by appointment only please.

PEST CONTROL
DEEMAK,
Cockroaches,
Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards Control
with bayer India, Smelless Chemicals at reasonable rate.9988093138
J.S Pest Control Pvt. Ltd.
(member IPCA Since 1986) Bayer
Products. 393/37-D, Chandigarh
0172-4637099, 4636088, 9876051133, 9915551155.
SUNSHINE Pest Control Excellent Work, Reasonable Rates, Shop
No. 189 Sector -70, Mohali. 01724011364, 9914617766.
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ALUMINIUM FABRICATION
ALUMINIUM Doors Windows
Gysum Board False Ceiling Partition
Blinds PVC Wooden Flooring. Amrit
Interiors. 9872350188.
SETHI Aluminium fabricator, Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation 9815716824
ALUMINIUM Glazing, Doors,
Window, Partitions, False ceiling,
Vertical Blind etc. Sharma Decor,
9872867613

IMMIGRATION
SERBIA STUDY VISA without
IELTS, minimum 10th pass, gap
excepted, maximum age 35 years
contact : G3 Overseas Consultant
8427008602
AUSTRALIA Schooling Visa, after
10th send your child for schooling at
Australia, NO-IELTS, for details
contact G3 Overseas Consultant
8427008602
BEAUTIFUL Dubai Visa Rs. 6200,
Singapore 3200, Malaysia 2800,
Thailand
Free,
Saiglobal
Consultancy
Chandigarh.
9041068379
STUDY/ Tourist visa for Australia,
Canada, Germany, Finland, New
Zealand,
Serbia,
Singapore,
Hungry, Malta, Denmark, Norway,
Italy, Latvia, South Korea, USA, UK
etc,
contact
G3
Overseas
Consultant 8427008602.

TOUR & TRAVEL
THAKURAL
Travels:
Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours, Tourist Visa Guidance
Contact:
66-67,
Sector
8C,
Chandigarh.
0172-5007860/
5007861/ 5007862, 9988998050.

CONVEYANCE &
CAR ON HIRE
CHD-DELHI 2500 DZIRE ETIOS
INNOVA 3500 NEAR KRISHNA
MARKET 41.DHIMAN TRAVELS,
.9216132805, 9878104288
ALL kinds of rental cabs and experience Drivers are available
contact Devikas:- 9872438079

FIBRE GLASS
SINCE 1983 manufacturers of
Fibreglass, polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank Lining, Poly Process Engineers, 131,
Industrial Area- I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 98140-87932.
MANUFACTURERS of Car Shed,
Polycarbonate,
Fiber
Domes,
Cannopies, khaprail, FRP Rooms
Contact 98725-29096.

CAR FOR SALE
BOLERO For Sale White SLX,
2016, Chandigarh Registered, First
Owner, Self Driven. Contact:
8283927466.

FOR SALE
FOR sale 2 window AC immediately sale price 7000/- good condition Contact : 9815082211

HEALTH & PHYSICAL FITNESS
TO get health/ stressfree life learn
yoga/ fitness training. Experienced/
certified instructor (Mr. Mehta
9592087442)
100% Safe Herbal Solution for
health- Vigour- Vitality- 7082733373, www.ska1925.com
WORLD Class Yoga Stretching
Just 1000 Rs Per Session from Gold
Medalist Yog Guru. 9855555619.

INTERIOR DECORATION
UNIQUE Interiors and Renovation
Work Specialist: Modular kitchen,
Cupboard, Wooden, Paint, POP,
Plumbing, Electrical, Civil works,
Labour job with Material. 9872572926, 81463-68430.
RENOVATION and designing of
your residential/ commercial interiors projects with professional consultancy.
Jazzim
Designers9876471555.
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‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon

The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy if a
film is successful; it doesn’t matter if it
touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan
he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as

Stree (2018), Andhadhun(2018)
and Gully Boy doing so well.

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?
It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing
for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist
has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
(above)
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

T

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja
(right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA, YOGEN SHAH,
INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

SHUBMAN GILL,
CRICKETER

PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.

he exuberant ’80s
was the most
statement-making
era in fashion. Think
punk meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS
can only be one, which
lasts for a lifetime in
memories. If we see old
cinema, there has never
been a sequel. It’s only a
remake,” adds Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed. With
a positive track record,
does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known by
your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they want
to make a film like BKB, you
know you’ve added something
to the library of Indian
cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing, reading,
and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - sEPT 23)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(sEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) waS made in two veRSionS
— an EngliSh veRSion diRected by Tad
DanielewSki and the Hindi veRSion by
Dev Anand’S bRotheR Vijay Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUN OR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut by
saying that people should give
the teenager some space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer a
lot due to the star status of
their parents. Recently, during
the promotion of Total
Dhamaal, Ajay said that he
and his wife are stars,
therefore, he understands that
they will be scrutinised at
some point. However, he said
that he finds it inappropriate
when his kids go through the
same level of judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s career
plans, Kajol said, “She (Nysa)
is just 16 years old. I think you

A

(media and people) can give
her a break and some space.
Recently, she has celebrated
her 16th birthday. Right now,
she is studying in 10th
standard and she is preparing
for her board exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa on
social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you grow
know that you will always be
my heartbeat,” wrote Kajol on
Instagram.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

Mediashouldgive
Nysaabreak,
saysmomKajol

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar
Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

A _____________ iS a gatheRing of impoRtant people who Singly can
do nothing, but togetheR can decide that nothing can be done
- FRed Allen (10)

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Scary Movie 2
at 1658

EDITOR’S
PICK

0925 Police Story
3: Supercop
1114 Rango
1306 Rampage
1458 S.W.A.T.
1658 Scary Movie 2
1810 The Hangover
2000 The Dark Knight
2252 XXX: State of The
Union

Zombieland at 1910

The Prestige at 1647

1054 Cars
1302 Coco
1458 Ice Age 2: The
Meltdown
1639 Life of Pi
1910 Zombieland
2050 Thor: Ragnarok
2326 Men In Black 3

1046 Blades of Glory
1212 Shadows of The Dead
1337 My Lucky Stars
1503 Focus
1647 The Prestige
1901 Wedding Crashers
2100 The Patriot
2346 Take The Lead

Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana
at 2000

Shiva The Super Hero 3
at 2100

0810 Tutak Tutak Tutiya
1056 Rustom
1402 Commando 2
1645 Super Singh
2000 Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana
2257 Non-Stop

0932 Encounter Shankar
1158 Entertainment
1452 Mera Badla - Revenge
1741 Arya – Ek Deewana
2100 Shiva The Super
Hero 3
2323 The Real Tiger

IANS
Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

Nysa is just 16 years
old. I think you can
give her a break and
some space... Right
now, she is studying in
10th standard and she
is preparing for her
board exams
KAJOL ACTOR

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Rowdy Baadshah at 1425
1155 Dashing Rambabu
1425 Rowdy Baadshah
1725 Veerta
2040 Supreme Khiladi 2
2325 Shaktiman
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Entertainment & Promotional Features

‘STARKIDS
DO GET
CHANCES
PRETTY
EASILY’

‘Idon’tthink
thereisany
needtoadd
fueltothefire’
Sangeeta Yadav
e garnered many hate
tweets and was trolled
on social media for
voicing his opinion on
various subjects,
controversial or not. But it
never really deterred actor
Randeep Hooda from
tweeting or calling spade, a
spade. Instead, he has
become more conscious in
his approach.
“I usually try and
highlight positive aspects
on the social media as there
are enough people pointing
out the negativity in the
world. I find it funny when
all these people, who might
be famous, make a big deal
about trolling,” says
Randeep.
Not letting trolls affect
his mental peace, the actor
opines, “I feel the word
trolling is wrong. It is just
somebody trying to press
their opinion. It is just a
gimmick to get attention. I
don’t think there is any

H

But actor Bhumi
Pednekar is not
grudging her insider
peers the privilege of a
Bollywood launchpad

need to add fuel to the fire.
Mostly, negative fire.”
The actor, who will be
seen sharing screen space
with Chris Hemsworth in
an out-and-out action film
Dhaka and is currently
working on Imtiaz Ali’s yetto-be-titled film, says he has
started using the platform
to promote social causes.
“Social media, I feel, is a
great tool. I like to use the
platform for all the good
causes that I like and
support,” Randeep says.

SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Having a Bahl?
Actor Mohnish Bahl shared this cute picture of his daughter
Pranutan, on Instagram. “Spread your wings...Soar! The sky is
not the limit ... God bless you always.” he captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ MOHNISH_BAHL

QUOTE HANGER

I usually try and
highlight positive
aspects on the
social media as
there are enough
people pointing
out the negativity in
the world.
RANDEEP HOODA
ACTOR

Juhi Chakraborty
ew actors working today
can understand how
careers are made in
Bollywood like Bhumi
Pednekar can — the Dum
Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an
assistant casting director
before branching out into
acting. And speaking from
experience, Bhumi says that
actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day.
After all, you can survive only
on your credibility as an actor,”
says Bhumi. Incidentally, the
actor’s co-star from her
upcoming film, Ananya
Panday (daughter of actor
Chunky Panday) bagged her
second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling
that somebody got more
opportunities than me. I feel
that there might be an
opportunity but to live up to it
is completely on the basis of
their talent,” she adds.
Bhumi recently joined the
cast of Pati, Patni Aur Woh,
after actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped
from the project. On whether it

F

PHOTO:

YOU HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING YOU
BELIEVE IN AND
YOU’VE TO DO IT
AS HONESTLY AS
YOU CAN. THEN,
WHATEVER
HAPPENS,
HAPPENS FOR
THE BEST

RANDHIRKAPOOR,
ACTOR

ZOYAAKHTAR,
FILMMAKER

Tere Naam sequel confirmed
alman Khan’s fame
attained new heights
with 2003 romantic drama
Tere Naam. And now, film’s
director Satish Kaushik has
confirmed that a sequel is
in the making. According to
a Mumbai Mirror report,
Satish has said, “Yes it’s
true. I am making Tere
Naam 2, which is a love
story. That’s all I can say for

S
But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor

is professional for filmmakers
to do something like this,
Bhumi, who will be sharing
screen with Taapsee in a
biographical film, says, “My
journey has just about started I
don’t understand yet how all of
this works and what’s the
mechanism behind it. Taapsee
and I are good friends. Both of
us are putting our heart and
soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working
with is Kartik Aaryan, also
because both of them have
worked in similar films. “I am
quite excited. Kartik plays a

Randeep Hooda
regular boy-next-door in
romantic comedies and so have
I. Except for Sonchiriya, all my
films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.
n

The film went on to win
multiple nominations, with
Salman’s performance
receiving acclaim.

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

feel “privileged” because of his
parents. “It was a conscious
decision for us to give him a
very simple upbringing and not
make him feel the privilege of

Grounding is very
important and Imaan
has learnt not just
from me but from his
grandfather, (veteran
actor) Raj Babbar,
as well
ANUUP SONI ACTOR

The actor with representatives of Khurana Jewellery House during the launch.

PHOTO: HTCS

Karishma Kapoor unveils Khurana
Jewellery House’s latest collection
visitors. It boasts of elements
such as a theatrical display
that will change every
quarter, a bridal salon and
swiveling display windows.”
Karishma Kapoor
expressed her happiness on
the stunning jewellery
available at Khurana
Jewellery House and
especially the new collection,
which she says is wearable
for a woman and keeps
reminding her to love
herself everyday. She was
delighted on her maiden visit
to the holy city.

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

Annup Sonii says he doesn’t
want his son to feel privileged
e is quite active on social
media, but very little is
known of actor Anuup
Sonii’s personal life, especially
his seven-year-old son, Imaan.
The actor rarely shares his
pictures on social media,
except for last month, when he
posted a picture of Imaan with
a cricket bat that had the
words, ‘believe, become’
written on it.
The actor, who is married to
actor Juhi Babbar, admits that
he is very cautious about his
son’s upbringing and he
doesn’t want the child to ever

always sentimental to own
the jewellery that belonged
to your mother or your
grandmother.”
“Over the years, Khurana
Jewellery House, established
in 1951, has come to be
known as the epitome of
exclusive jewellery designs
and unmatched
craftsmanship,” say the
owners. Located in the heart
of Amritsar, the KJH extends
up to 5000sq-ft. “Designed
with custom furniture set in
luxe ambience, the boutique
is a unique experience for

now.” The original had
starred Bhumika Chawla
opposite Salman, besides
appearances by Sarfaraz
Khan, Darshan Kumar and
Ravi Kishan. Whether the
sequel will also star Salman
still remains a question.

FREEZE FRAME

BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR

H

ollywood actor
Karishma Kapoor
unveiled the latest
jewellery collection at
Khurana Jewellery House.
The actor, who ruled the
hearts in the 1990s and early
2000s was in Amritsar to
unveil L’amour collection
with Forever mark
diamonds at Khurana
Jewellery House on Sunday.
The actor said that she is
thankful to her fans for their
love in the past 27 years.
Expressing her thoughts
on jewellery, she said, “It’s

GOOD TO MAKE
YESTERYEAR
SONGS
ACCESSIBLE TO
OUR YOUTH. I
SEE YOUNGSTERS
DANCING TO
THESE REMIXES.
IT MEANS THEY
LIKE THEM.

HAVE YOU HEARD?

PRODIP
GUHA/HT

Sangeeta Yadav

B
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Actor Anuup Sonii posted this picture with his son, Imaan, on social
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANUPSONI3
media, recently

being a star kid. That
grounding is very important
and he has learnt not just from
me but from his grandfather,
(veteran actor) Raj Babbar, as
well,” says Anuup, adding his
son “is not in too much awe
when the paparazzi capture
him. He is very calm and cool
about it.”
But Imaan does know that
his father is an actor — does
he ever share how he feels
watching Anuup on screen?
“He has only seen little bit of
my anchoring and I sometimes
show him my previous work on
YouTube. You can talk to him
like an adult. He doesn’t behave
like a typical child.”
Talking about the picture he
posted, the actor shares that
Imaan is more passionate
about cricket than films or
acting, at the moment. “As far
as acting is concerned, I don’t
think he is keen to pursue it.
Maybe he is too young to take a
call about whether he wants to
pursue acting or not. But
looking at his passion for
cricket and football, I feel he
will make his career as a
sportsperson,” Anuup says.
The Gangaajal (2003) actor
shares that whenever there’s a
cricket match, both father and
son watch it together. “The
knowledge Imaan has about
the sport leaves me amazed. He
has all the facts and figures at
his fingertips and recognises all
international cricketers. If I’m
not at home, he keeps calling
me to give an update about the
match and when I return
home, we discuss like proper
professionals about who scored
how many runs,” he says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com

Lolo’s religious sojourn
Actor Karisma Kapoor shared this picture on Instagram
from the Golden Temple in Amritsar. “Wonderful end to a
spiritual weekend #thankful#positivity” she captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

Adaa is ‘not quitting’
her show
Kavita Awaasthi

fter actors Shakti
Anand and Falaq Naaz
made news for being
ousted from a fantasy drama
on TV, rumours are rife that
Adaa Khan, who plays the
lead, might be leaving, too.
According to speculations,
are the actor has been asked to
quit since the makers and the
channel are considering
getting a new face to replace
Adaa, after sending her
character into coma.
The show hasn’t been able
to achieve desired ratings —
so much so that it was on the
brink of being taken off air. It
is therefore that the producers
are apparently trying this
strategy to keep viewers
hooked. However, Adaa
refutes the rumours. “I am not
quitting my show. Yes, the
producers have planned some
interesting twists in the story
wherein my character will be
in a coma but only for a few
days. I don’t know where these
rumours are coming from.”
Talking about her career,
the actor, who has shows such
as Naagin, Kanpur Wale
Khuranas and Amrit Manthan
to her credit, says with time,
one evolves as an actor and

A

“enjoys the process of creating
a show from scratch”.
“You commit mistakes,
learn new things and that’s the
way life is. An actor’s real
acknowledgment comes with
the audience appreciation and
I consciously take up roles
which are unique, so that they
are entertained well. I am
satisfied with the way my
career has shaped up. One
always wants to do better and
diversify with whatever
opportunities you get. I have
always chosen the best and it
has worked in my favour,” the
29-year-old actor says.
“Who doesn’t want to do
films? Every actor would
love to do films as they enjoy a
mass audience appeal.
But I believe that an actor is an
actor, whether it’s TV or films.
The only difference is films
engage a bigger audience than
television. I am happy in my
space on television, as of now.”
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FASHION
FOR A
CAUSE
Fashion designers
talk about the
impact a fashion
show can have
when it comes to
raising funds
or creating
awareness about
social causes.
We take a
look...

ALL FOR A CAUSE
Fashion designer duo Abu
Jani-Sandeep Khosla share
important factors
designers need to keep in
mind when they associate
with an NGO for a fashion
show:
n Ensure that the NGO is
everything it claims to
be. That it does the work
it claims to do
n Choose an area you
identify with closely.
One that is cherished.
For us, it is women and
children. Their health,
empowerment and wellbeing
n Make the collection and
event super special. The
more fabulous they are,
the more funds you raise
for the organisation
n Encourage celebrities to
put their backs behind
the cause. They effect
change because of their
renown.

Akshata Shetty
hey say,
‘Charity
begins at
home’. And it
feels safe to say
that the fashion
industry is one
home which has
opened its doors to
several social
causes. Creating
awareness through fashion
and entertainment has always
had a huge impact on the
society. For some designers it
is a way of giving back, while
for others, it’s closure. Going
out of the way and pledging
their solidarity to make a
difference not just on the
runway, but in someone’s life
through their profession is
something we all can relate to.
This time, we look at how
much a fashion show or event
plays a key role in raising
funds for NGOs or creating
awareness for social causes.
We have industry experts, who
have been the backbone of
many prominent social causes
and have shared insights on
how a fashion show can create
a much-needed impact.

Actor George Clooney strikes a
pose in Vivienne Westwood’s
T-shirt line that advocates to
save the artic

T
The lady in white
Recently actor and model, Diana Penty wore this pristine
white suit to an event. The actor who believes less is more,
stuck to minimal accessories and a bold lip

NET-PICKING

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

CAUSE AND EFFECT
In a time when value for
money is important, you may
wonder how do associations
between fashion brands and
social causes make an impact?
Well, internationally, a
popular strategy among

Quick bite

Sonam K Ahuja sashayedd the
ramp in Abu Jani-Sandeeep
Khosla’s collection ‘Inheritance,
An Ode to the Textiles and
Embroideries to celebratte 50
years of The Cancer Patients Aid
Association.
fashion brands is to
collaborate with charitable
ecauses as part of a cause
related marketing campaign.
This is one way to look at it,
and there’s another where it’s
purely done to raise funds with
no intention of any returns.
Choosing the latter is
fashion designer Maheka
Mirpuri, who has been
involved with meaningful
cause through her charitable
foundation, MCAN. Mirpuri,
who lost her father and
brother-in-law to cancer,
raised over ₹4.92 crores
through annual charity
fundraisers for the Tata
Memorial Hospital (TMH) in
six years. “In India, mostly
fashion shows for charity
events aren’t business led.
They are organised to get
people to come together for a

alked
the ramp for fashion designer
Maheka Mirpuri’s fundraiser
after her victorious fight against
cancer
glamorous evening and donate
for a noble cause. I hold an
annual charity gala and
fundraiser where glamour
meets giving. It is a glamorous
evening where people come
and bid for a live auction of
high-end goods and
experiences which is followed
by live performances and a
fashion show of my creations.
Besides donating a very ornate
ensemble from my latest
collection for the bid, I also
give a percentage of the sales
proceeds from my collection to
TMH for the cause, year after

We are
committed to
long-term
relationships
with the NGOs
we partner
For the Payal Singhal and Desai
with such as
Foundation collaboration which
The Cancer
is aimed at female empowerment
Patients Aid
through vocational training, they
Association,
had singer-actor Monica Dogra
Breakthrough,
come on board as the face of the
Magic Bus and
collaboration
The Helping
Hands
Association and many more,”
year,” says Mirpuri.
they add. When a brand
collaborates, information
MONEY MATTERS?
about the charity may be
While creating awareness and
integrated into the consumers’
funds is a noble cause, is
perception of the brand. This
making business also a part of
may lead to more favourable
the plan for a fashion
consumer responses towards
designer? For fashion designer
the brand i.e, conspicuous
duo, Abu Jani and Sandeep
compassion, believes Mirpuri.
Khosla, they see their
“I do have a fashion show of
partnerships with NGOs and
my creations at the charity
social justice groups neither as
gala but that is purely because
a business opportunity nor as
this is my profession. For me, a
Corporate Social
fundraiser is my way of
Responsibility (CSR). “It is a
giving back to society,” adds
privilege to partner with those
Mirpuri.
empowering others and
Similarly, for fashion
creating a different, kinder,
designer Payal Singhal, the
more inclusive reality. To use
collaboration with Desai
our brand as a vehicle to
Foundation, which empowers
encourage awareness and
women and children through
increase fundraising gives us
community programs to
immense joy and satisfaction.
elevate health and livelihood

in India and the U.S, was
because she felt the brand had
reached a stage where she
should give back to the society.
“It was a cause that was close
to my heart with a like-minded
partner. The PS x Desai
Foundation collaboration was
not about a star-studded
runway show. Select products
from the range were made by
the women at Desai
Foundation’s vocational
training centre in Valsad,
Gujarat, and proceeds from
the sale went back to those
women. So, for us being able to
make a difference at the grass
root level is the real benefit,”
adds Singhal.

CELEB QUOTIENT
Singhal is of the opinion that
getting noted names on board
helps bring more spotlight to a
cause. “Associations such as
these create more awareness
and help start the right kind of
conversations,” she says.
“Glamour and celebrities are
huge influencers and potential
agents for change. They
attract attention from both the
media and the public. This
attention translates into
greater awareness and funds”
add designer duo Jani-Khosla.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

MAKEUP AND MODEL: RIYA NAGDA, PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Ananya Panday posted this picture of her grabbing a
quick bite on the sets of her upcoming movie. She
captioned it saying , ‘the real behind-the scenes of The
Jawaani Song’

your lid. Again take the
pink shade and blend in the
crease
Take a black eyeliner and
m
a wing it and use a
make
kohl to tight-line the lash
iine and waterline

SAY IT RIGHT

Take
a your foundation and
ot it all over your face and
o
lend with a sponge or
rush
nceal under the eyes,
ound the mouth and spots
at need concealing
e some loose powder
d set the under eye area
face

Theboldand
thebeautiful

n To en
enhance your face

THE BO
BOLD EYE
SHADOW LOOK
n Start with moisturising your

face and use a lip balm to
prep your lips
n Moving to the eyes , conceal

Comme des Garçons
(Kom-day-garsaw)
hey are a Japanese
fashion label founded by
and headed by Rei
Kawakubo. It is based in
Tokyo and also in the Place

T

Vendôme in Paris, the city in
which they show their main
collections during Paris
Fashion Week and Paris
Men’s Fashion Week.

QUICK FIX

DEODORANT ON YOUR CLOTHES
ub the fabric vigorously
against itself. Its fibers
will almost always remove
the white marks better than
rubbing a towel or other

R

piece of fabric against it.
White vinegar will also
work if your deodorant
stains are particularly
persistent.

your eyelids and make a
smooth base for applying
your eye shadow
n Take a pink eye shadow and

put it in the crease as
transition colour and blend
till the edges are seamless.
Then take a blue eye
shadow and put it all over

Sreyashi Ghosh
ummer’s here and so are
the sundowners and
boozy brunches. Apart
from your light and bright
outfits for the occasions, your
main concern should be your
makeup. Two multi season
friendly makeup looks you can
never go wrong with and are
rampant this summer are the
no-makeup makeup look and
the bold eye shadow look. We
got in touch with Mumbaibased hair and makeup artiste,
Riya Nagda, who helped us deconstruct these picture perfect
looks into simple steps you can
follow to re-create them at the
comfort of your own home.

S

n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

the face and blend with a
sponge
Conceal the under eye area
nd set it with powder to
n
void creasing. Set other
eas too, if you have oily
e
skin
ki

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia went
for a cool blue-grey gradient eye
shade for her look. She also
opted for a subtle berry lip.

Sonam K Ahuja pulled off the
no-makeup makeup look with
panache. Her kohl-rimmed eyes
and nude lip complemented her
outfit.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM /TAMANNAAHBHATIA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

THE NO-MAKEUP
UP
MAKEUP LOOK
n To start off, mix some

foundation with a liquid
highlighter and dot all over

n Use a bronzer to warm up the

skin and apply the product
under cheekbones starting
from your ear to the middle
of your cheek
n Add some blush and

structure, contour the area
below the cheekbones,
starting from the ears to the
middle of the cheeks and
then around the jaw line
n Add a flush of colour using

some blush on the apples of
your cheeks
n Highlight the high points of

the face such as
cheekbones, bridge of the
nose, under the brows,
cupid’s bow and chin using a
highlighter
n Fill in the gaps in your

eyebrow and use some
mascara to finish the look.

highlight the high points of
your face
n Take the same bronzer and

use it with a fluffy brush as
an eye shadow
n Double the use of the

highlighter as a shade to add
some pop to the centre of the
eye lid
n To finish the look, fill in your

eyebrows and use an eyeliner
and mascara to lengthen
your lashes.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

JALANDHAR, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019, 4 PAGES I Entertainment & Promotional Features

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ
JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ

www.hindustantimes.com

www.facebook.com/HTcity

twitter.com/htshowbiz

instagram.com/htcity

www.youtube.com/user/ht

MALWA

‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon

The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT
(above)

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy
if a film is successful; it doesn’t matter
if it touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan
he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as
Stree (2018), Andhadhun
(2018) and Gully Boy doing so
well.

I feel like everybody
who has been part
of the film and has
taken the
responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention.
KRITI SANON, ACTOR
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my
film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success

It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are
written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.
You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

STOP PRESS

he exuberant ’80s was
the most statementmaking era in
fashion. Think punk
meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

T

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja (right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA,
YOGEN SHAH, INSTAGRAM/
SONAMKAPOOR

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
BBC’S LUTHER TO GET
INDIA REMAKE
he award-winning BBC
Studios crime thriller
Luther, featuring
Hollywood star Idris Elba, is
set to have an Indian
remake. The Indian version
is yet to be titled and will
be the second Asian version
of the series, after the
award-winning South
Korean remake, Less Than
Evil.

T

“The original series has a
tremendous international
following, and we believe
that an Indian version will
work well,” says Sameer
Nair, CEO of the production
house, which will be making
— PTI
the remake.

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.
SHUBMAN GILL,

Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma
he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS can
only be one, which lasts for
a lifetime in memories. If
we see old cinema, there
has never been a sequel.
It’s only a remake,” adds
Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed.
With a positive track
record, does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known
by your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they
want to make a film like
BKB, you know you’ve added
something to the library of
Indian cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing,
reading, and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

CRICKETER

Excited to launch a new track: Punit
Sneha Mahadevan
fter releasing the first
song from Student Of The
Year 2 (SOTY2) – The
Jawaani song, the makers of
the Tiger Shroff, Ananya
Panday and Tara Sutaria’s
upcoming teenage drama,
are all set to release their next
track, today.
Titled Mumbai Dilli Di
Kudiyaan, the director of the
film Punit Malhotra, says
he is excited to launch the
desi song.
“Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyaan
is the equivalent of Radha

A
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

from SOTY (2012) and so
we wanted it to be at par
with the very popular song.
It’s going to be a desi number
and Tiger, Ananya and Tara
had a lot of fun shooting for
the song in that space,” says
Punit.
Unlike the first song, which
was a revamped version of
Kishore Kumar’s 1972 track,
Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani,
from the film Jawani Diwani
(1972), this is an original
track.
Punit says that the
overwhelming response to the
track was a pleasant surprise.

“Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani
is one of my favourite songs.
I am anti-remixes, so I was
very sure that we were
going to remix it with a lot
of class and dignity. This is
one of the better remixes in
today’s time purely because
we have retained Kishore
Kumar’s original voice
in a lot of portions,”
he says.
He also adds that it was a
challenge to live up to the
original SOTY album and a lot
of work has gone into
ensuring that they meet the
expectations.

Filmmaker Punit Malhotra
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Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - sEPT 23)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(sEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) waS made in two verSionS
— an EngliSh verSion directed by Tad
DanielewSki and the Hindi verSion by
Dev Anand’S brother Vijay Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUN OR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut by
saying that people should give
the teenager some space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer a
lot due to the star status of
their parents. Recently, during
the promotion of Total
Dhamaal, Ajay said that he
and his wife are stars,
therefore, he understands that
they will be scrutinised at
some point. However, he said
that he finds it inappropriate
when his kids go through the
same level of judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s career
plans, Kajol said, “She (Nysa)
is just 16 years old. I think you

A

(media and people) can give
her a break and some space.
Recently, she has celebrated
her 16th birthday. Right now,
she is studying in 10th
standard and she is preparing
for her board exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa on
social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you grow
know that you will always be
my heartbeat,” wrote Kajol on
Instagram.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

Mediashouldgive
Nysaabreak,
saysmomKajol

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar
Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

A _____________ iS a gathering of important people who Singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done
- Fred Allen (10)

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Scary Movie 2
at 1658

EDITOR’S
PICK

0925 Police Story
3: Supercop
1114 Rango
1306 Rampage
1458 S.W.A.T.
1658 Scary Movie 2
1810 The Hangover
2000 The Dark Knight
2252 XXX: State of The
Union

Zombieland at 1910

The Prestige at 1647

1054 Cars
1302 Coco
1458 Ice Age 2: The
Meltdown
1639 Life of Pi
1910 Zombieland
2050 Thor: Ragnarok
2326 Men In Black 3

1046 Blades of Glory
1212 Shadows of The Dead
1337 My Lucky Stars
1503 Focus
1647 The Prestige
1901 Wedding Crashers
2100 The Patriot
2346 Take The Lead

Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana
at 2000

Shiva The Super Hero 3
at 2100

0810 Tutak Tutak Tutiya
1056 Rustom
1402 Commando 2
1645 Super Singh
2000 Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana
2257 Non-Stop

0932 Encounter Shankar
1158 Entertainment
1452 Mera Badla - Revenge
1741 Arya – Ek Deewana
2100 Shiva The Super
Hero 3
2323 The Real Tiger

IANS
Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

Nysa is just 16 years
old. I think you can
give her a break and
some space... Right
now, she is studying in
10th standard and she
is preparing for her
board exams
KAJOL ACTOR

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Rowdy Baadshah at 1425
1155 Dashing Rambabu
1425 Rowdy Baadshah
1725 Veerta
2040 Supreme Khiladi 2
2325 Shaktiman
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Having a Bahl?
Actor Mohnish Bahl shared this cute picture of his daughter
Pranutan, on Instagram. “Spread your wings...Soar! The sky is
not the limit ... God bless you always.” he captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ MOHNISH_BAHL

QUOTE HANGER
GOOD TO MAKE
YESTERYEAR
SONGS
ACCESSIBLE TO
OUR YOUTH. I
SEE YOUNGSTERS
DANCING TO
THESE REMIXES.
IT MEANS THEY
LIKE THEM.

YOU HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING YOU
BELIEVE IN AND
YOU’VE TO DO IT
AS HONESTLY AS
YOU CAN. THEN,
WHATEVER
HAPPENS,
HAPPENS FOR
THE BEST

RANDHIRKAPOOR,
ACTOR

ZOYAAKHTAR,
FILMMAKER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tere Naam sequel confirmed
ctor Salman Khan’s
fame attained new
heights with the 2003
romantic drama Tere Naam.
And now, the film’s director
Satish Kaushik has
confirmed that a sequel is
in the making. According to
a Mumbai Mirror report,
Satish has said, “Yes it’s
true. I am making Tere
Naam 2, which is a love
story. That’s all I can say for
now.” The original had
starred Bhumika Chawla
opposite Salman, besides
appearances by Sarfaraz
Khan, Darshan Kumar and
Ravi Kishan. Whether the
sequel will also star Salman
still remains a question.

A

The film went on to win
multiple nominations, with
Salman’s performance
receiving acclaim.

FREEZE FRAME

‘STAR KIDS
DO GET
CHANCES
PRETTY
EASILY’

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

TWITTER TWATTER
@sonakshisinha:
Happy #Earthday!
Taking care of our
little blue planet
should be on our
minds not just today,
but everyday... after
all its the only one
we have!
@AnilKapoor:
Kaveri is extremely
talented and a
beautiful singer!
She’s already made
you so proud and I
know she will
continue to do so!
@shekharkapur
Wishing her all the
luck & success! Lots
of love!
@arjunk26: There is
no other planet like
Mother Earth.
Protect it. Love it.
@thesushmitasen:
FALSE NEWS. I DON’T
DO POLITICAL
CAMPAIGNING.

Sangeeta Yadav
e garnered many hate
tweets and was trolled
on social media for
voicing his opinion on
various subjects,
controversial or not. But it
never really deterred actor
Randeep Hooda from
tweeting or calling spade, a
spade. Instead, he has
become more conscious in
his approach.
“I usually try and
highlight positive aspects
on the social media as there
are enough people pointing
out the negativity in the
world. I find it funny when
all these people, who might
be famous, make a big deal
about trolling,” says
Randeep.

H

Not letting trolls affect
his mental peace, the actor
opines, “I feel the word
trolling is wrong. It is just
somebody trying to press
their opinion. It is just a
gimmick to get attention. I
don’t think there is any
need to add fuel to the fire.
Mostly, negative fire.”
The actor, who will be
seen sharing screen space
with Chris Hemsworth in
an out-and-out action film
Dhaka and is currently
working on Imtiaz Ali’s yetto-be-titled film, says he has
started using the platform
to promote social causes.
“Social media, I feel, is a
great tool. I like to use the
platform for all the good
causes that I like and
support,” Randeep says.

Juhi Chakraborty
ew actors working today
can understand how
careers are made in
Bollywood like Bhumi
Pednekar can — the Dum
Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an
assistant casting director
before branching out into
acting. And speaking from
experience, Bhumi says that
actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day.
After all, you can survive only
on your credibility as an actor,”
says Bhumi. Incidentally, the
actor’s co-star from her
upcoming film, Ananya
Panday (daughter of actor
Chunky Panday) bagged her
second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling
that somebody got more
opportunities than me. I feel
that there might be an
opportunity but to live up to it
is completely on the basis of
their talent,” she adds.
Bhumi recently joined the
cast of Pati, Patni Aur Woh,

F

But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor
BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR
after actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped
from the project. On whether it
is professional for filmmakers
to do something like this,
Bhumi, who will be sharing
screen with Taapsee in a
biographical film, says, “My
journey has just about started I
don’t understand yet how all of
this works and what’s the
mechanism behind it. Taapsee
and I are good friends. Both of
us are putting our heart and
soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working
with is Kartik Aaryan, also
because both of them have
worked in similar films. “I am
quite excited. Kartik plays a
regular boy-next-door in
romantic comedies and so have
I. Except for Sonchiriya, all my
films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.
n

PHOTO:
PRODIP
GUHA/HT

Randeep Hooda

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Adaa Khan ‘not quitting’ her show Annup Sonii doesn’t want his
fter actors Shakti
Anand and Falaq Naaz
made news for being
ousted from a fantasy drama
on TV, rumours are rife that
Adaa Khan, who plays the
lead, might be leaving, too.
According to speculations,
are the actor has been asked to
quit since the makers and the
channel are considering
getting a new face to replace
Adaa, after sending her
character into coma.
The show hasn’t been able
to achieve desired ratings —
so much so that it was on the
brink of being taken off air. It
is therefore that the producers
are apparently trying this
strategy to keep viewers
hooked. However, Adaa
refutes the rumours. “I am not
quitting my show. Yes, the
producers have planned some
interesting twists in the story
wherein my character will be
in a coma but only for a few
days. I don’t know where these
rumours are coming from.”
Talking about her career,
the actor, who has shows such
as Naagin, Kanpur Wale
Khuranas and Amrit Manthan
to her credit, says with time,
one evolves as an actor and
“enjoys the process of creating
a show from scratch”.
“You commit mistakes,
learn new things and that’s the
way life is. An actor’s real
acknowledgment comes with
the audience appreciation and
I consciously take up roles
which are unique, so that they
are entertained well. I am
satisfied with the way my
career has shaped up. One
always wants to do better and
diversify with whatever
opportunities you get. I have
always chosen the best and it
has worked in my favour,” the
29-year-old actor says.

A

Actor Karisma Kapoor shared this picture on Instagram
from the Golden Temple in Amritsar. “Wonderful end to a
spiritual weekend #thankful#positivity” she captioned it.

Idon’tthink
thereisany
needtoadd
fueltothefire,
saysRandeep

But actor Bhumi Pednekar is not
grudging her insider peers the
privilege of a Bollywood launchpad

Kavita Awaasthi

Lolo’s religious sojourn

03

TV actors are constantly
asked about their film plans,
and Adaa asserts that though
she would love to star in
films, at the moment she
is enjoying her work on
television, and is in
no hurry to enter
Bollywood.
“Who doesn’t
want to do films?
Every actor would
love to do films as
they enjoy a mass
audience appeal.
But I believe that
an actor is an
actor, whether
it’s TV or films.
The only
difference is
films engage a
bigger audience
than television.
I am happy in
my space on
television, as of
now,” she says.

son to feel privileged
Sangeeta Yadav

e is quite active on social
media, but very little is
known of actor Anuup
Sonii’s personal life, especially
his seven-year-old son, Imaan.
The actor rarely shares his
pictures on social media,
except for last month, when he
posted a picture of Imaan with
a cricket bat that had the
words, ‘believe, become’
written on it.
The actor, who is married to
actor Juhi Babbar, admits that
he is very cautious about his
son’s upbringing and he
doesn’t want the child to ever

H

feel “privileged” because of his
parents. “It was a conscious
decision for us to give him a
very simple upbringing and not
make him feel the privilege of

Grounding is very
important and Imaan
has learnt not just
from me but from his
grandfather, (veteran
actor) Raj Babbar,
as well
ANUUP SONI ACTOR

kavita.awaasthi
@htlive.com

n

Rumours
abound on
Adaa Khan’s
exit from a TV
fantasy drama

Actor Anuup Sonii posted this picture with his son, Imaan, on social
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANUPSONI3
media, recently

being a star kid. That
grounding is very important
and he has learnt not just from
me but from his grandfather,
(veteran actor) Raj Babbar, as
well,” says Anuup, adding his
son “is not in too much awe
when the paparazzi capture
him. He is very calm and cool
about it.”
But Imaan does know that
his father is an actor — does
he ever share how he feels
watching Anuup on screen?
“He has only seen little bit of
my anchoring and I sometimes
show him my previous work on
YouTube. You can talk to him
like an adult. He doesn’t behave
like a typical child.”
Talking about the picture he
posted, the actor shares that
Imaan is more passionate
about cricket than films or
acting, at the moment. “As far
as acting is concerned, I don’t
think he is keen to pursue it.
Maybe he is too young to take a
call about whether he wants to
pursue acting or not. But
looking at his passion for
cricket and football, I feel he
will make his career as a
sportsperson,” Anuup says.
The Gangaajal (2003) actor
shares that whenever there’s a
cricket match, both father and
son watch it together. “The
knowledge Imaan has about
the sport leaves me amazed. He
has all the facts and figures at
his fingertips and recognises all
international cricketers. If I’m
not at home, he keeps calling
me to give an update about the
match and when I return
home, we discuss like proper
professionals about who scored
how many runs,” he says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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A FINE LIFE
LOOKBOOK

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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FASHION
FOR A
CAUSE
Fashion designers
talk about the
impact a fashion
show can have
when it comes to
raising funds
or creating
awareness about
social causes.
We take a
look...

ALL FOR A CAUSE
Fashion designer duo Abu
Jani-Sandeep Khosla share
important factors
designers need to keep in
mind when they associate
with an NGO for a fashion
show:
n Ensure that the NGO is
everything it claims to
be. That it does the work
it claims to do
n Choose an area you
identify with closely.
One that is cherished.
For us, it is women and
children. Their health,
empowerment and wellbeing
n Make the collection and
event super special. The
more fabulous they are,
the more funds you raise
for the organisation
n Encourage celebrities to
put their backs behind
the cause. They effect
change because of their
renown.

Akshata Shetty
hey say,
‘Charity
begins at
home’. And it
feels safe to say
that the fashion
industry is one
home which has
opened its doors to
several social
causes. Creating
awareness through fashion
and entertainment has always
had a huge impact on the
society. For some designers it
is a way of giving back, while
for others, it’s closure. Going
out of the way and pledging
their solidarity to make a
difference not just on the
runway, but in someone’s life
through their profession is
something we all can relate to.
This time, we look at how
much a fashion show or event
plays a key role in raising
funds for NGOs or creating
awareness for social causes.
We have industry experts, who
have been the backbone of
many prominent social causes
and have shared insights on
how a fashion show can create
a much-needed impact.

Actor George Clooney strikes a
pose in Vivienne Westwood’s
T-shirt line that advocates to
save the artic

T
The lady in white
Recently actor and model, Diana Penty wore this pristine
white suit to an event. The actor who believes less is more,
stuck to minimal accessories and a bold lip

NET-PICKING

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

CAUSE AND EFFECT
In a time when value for
money is important, you may
wonder how do associations
between fashion brands and
social causes make an impact?
Well, internationally, a
popular strategy among

Quick bite

Sonam K Ahuja sashayedd the
ramp in Abu Jani-Sandeeep
Khosla’s collection ‘Inheritance,
An Ode to the Textiles and
Embroideries to celebratte 50
years of The Cancer Patients Aid
Association.
fashion brands is to
collaborate with charitable
ecauses as part of a cause
related marketing campaign.
This is one way to look at it,
and there’s another where it’s
purely done to raise funds with
no intention of any returns.
Choosing the latter is
fashion designer Maheka
Mirpuri, who has been
involved with meaningful
cause through her charitable
foundation, MCAN. Mirpuri,
who lost her father and
brother-in-law to cancer,
raised over ₹4.92 crores
through annual charity
fundraisers for the Tata
Memorial Hospital (TMH) in
six years. “In India, mostly
fashion shows for charity
events aren’t business led.
They are organised to get
people to come together for a

alked
the ramp for fashion designer
Maheka Mirpuri’s fundraiser
after her victorious fight against
cancer
glamorous evening and donate
for a noble cause. I hold an
annual charity gala and
fundraiser where glamour
meets giving. It is a glamorous
evening where people come
and bid for a live auction of
high-end goods and
experiences which is followed
by live performances and a
fashion show of my creations.
Besides donating a very ornate
ensemble from my latest
collection for the bid, I also
give a percentage of the sales
proceeds from my collection to
TMH for the cause, year after

We are
committed to
long-term
relationships
with the NGOs
we partner
For the Payal Singhal and Desai
with such as
Foundation collaboration which
The Cancer
is aimed at female empowerment
Patients Aid
through vocational training, they
Association,
had singer-actor Monica Dogra
Breakthrough,
come on board as the face of the
Magic Bus and
collaboration
The Helping
Hands
Association and many more,”
year,” says Mirpuri.
they add. When a brand
collaborates, information
MONEY MATTERS?
about the charity may be
While creating awareness and
integrated into the consumers’
funds is a noble cause, is
perception of the brand. This
making business also a part of
may lead to more favourable
the plan for a fashion
consumer responses towards
designer? For fashion designer
the brand i.e, conspicuous
duo, Abu Jani and Sandeep
compassion, believes Mirpuri.
Khosla, they see their
“I do have a fashion show of
partnerships with NGOs and
my creations at the charity
social justice groups neither as
gala but that is purely because
a business opportunity nor as
this is my profession. For me, a
Corporate Social
fundraiser is my way of
Responsibility (CSR). “It is a
giving back to society,” adds
privilege to partner with those
Mirpuri.
empowering others and
Similarly, for fashion
creating a different, kinder,
designer Payal Singhal, the
more inclusive reality. To use
collaboration with Desai
our brand as a vehicle to
Foundation, which empowers
encourage awareness and
women and children through
increase fundraising gives us
community programs to
immense joy and satisfaction.
elevate health and livelihood

in India and the U.S, was
because she felt the brand had
reached a stage where she
should give back to the society.
“It was a cause that was close
to my heart with a like-minded
partner. The PS x Desai
Foundation collaboration was
not about a star-studded
runway show. Select products
from the range were made by
the women at Desai
Foundation’s vocational
training centre in Valsad,
Gujarat, and proceeds from
the sale went back to those
women. So, for us being able to
make a difference at the grass
root level is the real benefit,”
adds Singhal.

CELEB QUOTIENT
Singhal is of the opinion that
getting noted names on board
helps bring more spotlight to a
cause. “Associations such as
these create more awareness
and help start the right kind of
conversations,” she says.
“Glamour and celebrities are
huge influencers and potential
agents for change. They
attract attention from both the
media and the public. This
attention translates into
greater awareness and funds”
add designer duo Jani-Khosla.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

MAKEUP AND MODEL: RIYA NAGDA, PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Ananya Panday posted this picture of her grabbing a
quick bite on the sets of her upcoming movie. She
captioned it saying , ‘the real behind-the scenes of The
Jawaani Song’

your lid. Again take the
pink shade and blend in the
crease
Take a black eyeliner and
m
a wing it and use a
make
kohl to tight-line the lash
iine and waterline

SAY IT RIGHT

Take
a your foundation and
ot it all over your face and
o
lend with a sponge or
rush
nceal under the eyes,
ound the mouth and spots
at need concealing
e some loose powder
d set the under eye area
face

Theboldand
thebeautiful

n To en
enhance your face

THE BO
BOLD EYE
SHADOW LOOK
n Start with moisturising your

face and use a lip balm to
prep your lips
n Moving to the eyes , conceal

Comme des Garçons
(Kom-day-garsaw)
hey are a Japanese
fashion label founded by
and headed by Rei
Kawakubo. It is based in
Tokyo and also in the Place

T

Vendôme in Paris, the city in
which they show their main
collections during Paris
Fashion Week and Paris
Men’s Fashion Week.

QUICK FIX

DEODORANT ON YOUR CLOTHES
ub the fabric vigorously
against itself. Its fibers
will almost always remove
the white marks better than
rubbing a towel or other

R

piece of fabric against it.
White vinegar will also
work if your deodorant
stains are particularly
persistent.

your eyelids and make a
smooth base for applying
your eye shadow
n Take a pink eye shadow and

put it in the crease as
transition colour and blend
till the edges are seamless.
Then take a blue eye
shadow and put it all over

Sreyashi Ghosh
ummer’s here and so are
the sundowners and
boozy brunches. Apart
from your light and bright
outfits for the occasions, your
main concern should be your
makeup. Two multi season
friendly makeup looks you can
never go wrong with and are
rampant this summer are the
no-makeup makeup look and
the bold eye shadow look. We
got in touch with Mumbaibased hair and makeup artiste,
Riya Nagda, who helped us deconstruct these picture perfect
looks into simple steps you can
follow to re-create them at the
comfort of your own home.

S

n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

the face and blend with a
sponge
Conceal the under eye area
nd set it with powder to
n
void creasing. Set other
eas too, if you have oily
e
skin
ki

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia went
for a cool blue-grey gradient eye
shade for her look. She also
opted for a subtle berry lip.

Sonam K Ahuja pulled off the
no-makeup makeup look with
panache. Her kohl-rimmed eyes
and nude lip complemented her
outfit.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM /TAMANNAAHBHATIA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

THE NO-MAKEUP
UP
MAKEUP LOOK
n To start off, mix some

foundation with a liquid
highlighter and dot all over

n Use a bronzer to warm up the

skin and apply the product
under cheekbones starting
from your ear to the middle
of your cheek
n Add some blush and

structure, contour the area
below the cheekbones,
starting from the ears to the
middle of the cheeks and
then around the jaw line
n Add a flush of colour using

some blush on the apples of
your cheeks
n Highlight the high points of

the face such as
cheekbones, bridge of the
nose, under the brows,
cupid’s bow and chin using a
highlighter
n Fill in the gaps in your

eyebrow and use some
mascara to finish the look.

highlight the high points of
your face
n Take the same bronzer and

use it with a fluffy brush as
an eye shadow
n Double the use of the

highlighter as a shade to add
some pop to the centre of the
eye lid
n To finish the look, fill in your

eyebrows and use an eyeliner
and mascara to lengthen
your lashes.
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‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon

The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy if a
film is successful; it doesn’t matter if it
touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan
he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as

Stree (2018), Andhadhun(2018)
and Gully Boy doing so well.

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?
It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing
for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist
has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
(above)
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

T

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja
(right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA, YOGEN SHAH,
INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

SHUBMAN GILL,
CRICKETER

PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.

he exuberant ’80s
was the most
statement-making
era in fashion. Think
punk meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS
can only be one, which
lasts for a lifetime in
memories. If we see old
cinema, there has never
been a sequel. It’s only a
remake,” adds Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed. With
a positive track record,
does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known by
your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they want
to make a film like BKB, you
know you’ve added something
to the library of Indian
cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing, reading,
and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - sEPT 23)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(sEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) waS made in two verSionS
— an EngliSh verSion directed by Tad
DanielewSki and the Hindi verSion by
Dev Anand’S brother Vijay Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUN OR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut by
saying that people should give
the teenager some space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer a
lot due to the star status of
their parents. Recently, during
the promotion of Total
Dhamaal, Ajay said that he
and his wife are stars,
therefore, he understands that
they will be scrutinised at
some point. However, he said
that he finds it inappropriate
when his kids go through the
same level of judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s career
plans, Kajol said, “She (Nysa)
is just 16 years old. I think you

A

(media and people) can give
her a break and some space.
Recently, she has celebrated
her 16th birthday. Right now,
she is studying in 10th
standard and she is preparing
for her board exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa on
social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you grow
know that you will always be
my heartbeat,” wrote Kajol on
Instagram.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

Mediashouldgive
Nysaabreak,
saysmomKajol

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

SOLUTION SUDOKU

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar
Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

A _____________ iS a gathering of important people who Singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done
- Fred Allen (10)

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Scary Movie 2
at 1658

EDITOR’S
PICK

0925 Police Story
3: Supercop
1114 Rango
1306 Rampage
1458 S.W.A.T.
1658 Scary Movie 2
1810 The Hangover
2000 The Dark Knight
2252 XXX: State of The
Union

Zombieland at 1910

The Prestige at 1647

1054 Cars
1302 Coco
1458 Ice Age 2: The
Meltdown
1639 Life of Pi
1910 Zombieland
2050 Thor: Ragnarok
2326 Men In Black 3

1046 Blades of Glory
1212 Shadows of The Dead
1337 My Lucky Stars
1503 Focus
1647 The Prestige
1901 Wedding Crashers
2100 The Patriot
2346 Take The Lead

Shaadi Mein Zaroor Aana
at 2000

Shiva The Super Hero 3
at 2100

0810 Tutak Tutak Tutiya
1056 Rustom
1402 Commando 2
1645 Super Singh
2000 Shaadi Mein
Zaroor Aana
2257 Non-Stop

0932 Encounter Shankar
1158 Entertainment
1452 Mera Badla - Revenge
1741 Arya – Ek Deewana
2100 Shiva The Super
Hero 3
2323 The Real Tiger

IANS
Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

Nysa is just 16 years
old. I think you can
give her a break and
some space... Right
now, she is studying in
10th standard and she
is preparing for her
board exams
KAJOL ACTOR

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Rowdy Baadshah at 1425
1155 Dashing Rambabu
1425 Rowdy Baadshah
1725 Veerta
2040 Supreme Khiladi 2
2325 Shaktiman
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SHOW BUZZ
LOOKBACK

Having a Bahl?
Actor Mohnish Bahl shared this cute picture of his daughter
Pranutan, on Instagram. “Spread your wings...Soar! The sky is
not the limit ... God bless you always.” he captioned it.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ MOHNISH_BAHL

QUOTE HANGER
GOOD TO MAKE
YESTERYEAR
SONGS
ACCESSIBLE TO
OUR YOUTH. I
SEE YOUNGSTERS
DANCING TO
THESE REMIXES.
IT MEANS THEY
LIKE THEM.

YOU HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING YOU
BELIEVE IN AND
YOU’VE TO DO IT
AS HONESTLY AS
YOU CAN. THEN,
WHATEVER
HAPPENS,
HAPPENS FOR
THE BEST

RANDHIRKAPOOR,
ACTOR

ZOYAAKHTAR,
FILMMAKER

HAVE YOU HEARD?

Tere Naam sequel confirmed
ctor Salman Khan’s
fame attained new
heights with the 2003
romantic drama Tere Naam.
And now, the film’s director
Satish Kaushik has
confirmed that a sequel is
in the making. According to
a Mumbai Mirror report,
Satish has said, “Yes it’s
true. I am making Tere
Naam 2, which is a love
story. That’s all I can say for
now.” The original had
starred Bhumika Chawla
opposite Salman, besides
appearances by Sarfaraz
Khan, Darshan Kumar and
Ravi Kishan. Whether the
sequel will also star Salman
still remains a question.

A

The film went on to win
multiple nominations, with
Salman’s performance
receiving acclaim.

FREEZE FRAME

‘STAR KIDS
DO GET
CHANCES
PRETTY
EASILY’

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ THEREALKARISMAKAPOOR

TWITTER TWATTER
@sonakshisinha:
Happy #Earthday!
Taking care of our
little blue planet
should be on our
minds not just today,
but everyday... after
all its the only one
we have!
@AnilKapoor:
Kaveri is extremely
talented and a
beautiful singer!
She’s already made
you so proud and I
know she will
continue to do so!
@shekharkapur
Wishing her all the
luck & success! Lots
of love!
@arjunk26: There is
no other planet like
Mother Earth.
Protect it. Love it.
@thesushmitasen:
FALSE NEWS. I DON’T
DO POLITICAL
CAMPAIGNING.

Sangeeta Yadav
e garnered many hate
tweets and was trolled
on social media for
voicing his opinion on
various subjects,
controversial or not. But it
never really deterred actor
Randeep Hooda from
tweeting or calling spade, a
spade. Instead, he has
become more conscious in
his approach.
“I usually try and
highlight positive aspects
on the social media as there
are enough people pointing
out the negativity in the
world. I find it funny when
all these people, who might
be famous, make a big deal
about trolling,” says
Randeep.

H

Not letting trolls affect
his mental peace, the actor
opines, “I feel the word
trolling is wrong. It is just
somebody trying to press
their opinion. It is just a
gimmick to get attention. I
don’t think there is any
need to add fuel to the fire.
Mostly, negative fire.”
The actor, who will be
seen sharing screen space
with Chris Hemsworth in
an out-and-out action film
Dhaka and is currently
working on Imtiaz Ali’s yetto-be-titled film, says he has
started using the platform
to promote social causes.
“Social media, I feel, is a
great tool. I like to use the
platform for all the good
causes that I like and
support,” Randeep says.

Juhi Chakraborty
ew actors working today
can understand how
careers are made in
Bollywood like Bhumi
Pednekar can — the Dum
Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an
assistant casting director
before branching out into
acting. And speaking from
experience, Bhumi says that
actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day.
After all, you can survive only
on your credibility as an actor,”
says Bhumi. Incidentally, the
actor’s co-star from her
upcoming film, Ananya
Panday (daughter of actor
Chunky Panday) bagged her
second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling
that somebody got more
opportunities than me. I feel
that there might be an
opportunity but to live up to it
is completely on the basis of
their talent,” she adds.
Bhumi recently joined the
cast of Pati, Patni Aur Woh,

F

But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor
BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR
after actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped
from the project. On whether it
is professional for filmmakers
to do something like this,
Bhumi, who will be sharing
screen with Taapsee in a
biographical film, says, “My
journey has just about started I
don’t understand yet how all of
this works and what’s the
mechanism behind it. Taapsee
and I are good friends. Both of
us are putting our heart and
soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working
with is Kartik Aaryan, also
because both of them have
worked in similar films. “I am
quite excited. Kartik plays a
regular boy-next-door in
romantic comedies and so have
I. Except for Sonchiriya, all my
films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.
n

PHOTO:
PRODIP
GUHA/HT

Randeep Hooda

PHOTO: SHIVAM SAXENA/HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Adaa Khan ‘not quitting’ her show Annup Sonii doesn’t want his
fter actors Shakti
Anand and Falaq Naaz
made news for being
ousted from a fantasy drama
on TV, rumours are rife that
Adaa Khan, who plays the
lead, might be leaving, too.
According to speculations,
are the actor has been asked to
quit since the makers and the
channel are considering
getting a new face to replace
Adaa, after sending her
character into coma.
The show hasn’t been able
to achieve desired ratings —
so much so that it was on the
brink of being taken off air. It
is therefore that the producers
are apparently trying this
strategy to keep viewers
hooked. However, Adaa
refutes the rumours. “I am not
quitting my show. Yes, the
producers have planned some
interesting twists in the story
wherein my character will be
in a coma but only for a few
days. I don’t know where these
rumours are coming from.”
Talking about her career,
the actor, who has shows such
as Naagin, Kanpur Wale
Khuranas and Amrit Manthan
to her credit, says with time,
one evolves as an actor and
“enjoys the process of creating
a show from scratch”.
“You commit mistakes,
learn new things and that’s the
way life is. An actor’s real
acknowledgment comes with
the audience appreciation and
I consciously take up roles
which are unique, so that they
are entertained well. I am
satisfied with the way my
career has shaped up. One
always wants to do better and
diversify with whatever
opportunities you get. I have
always chosen the best and it
has worked in my favour,” the
29-year-old actor says.

A

Actor Karisma Kapoor shared this picture on Instagram
from the Golden Temple in Amritsar. “Wonderful end to a
spiritual weekend #thankful#positivity” she captioned it.

Idon’tthink
thereisany
needtoadd
fueltothefire,
saysRandeep

But actor Bhumi Pednekar is not
grudging her insider peers the
privilege of a Bollywood launchpad

Kavita Awaasthi

Lolo’s religious sojourn

03

TV actors are constantly
asked about their film plans,
and Adaa asserts that though
she would love to star in
films, at the moment she
is enjoying her work on
television, and is in
no hurry to enter
Bollywood.
“Who doesn’t
want to do films?
Every actor would
love to do films as
they enjoy a mass
audience appeal.
But I believe that
an actor is an
actor, whether
it’s TV or films.
The only
difference is
films engage a
bigger audience
than television.
I am happy in
my space on
television, as of
now,” she says.

son to feel privileged
Sangeeta Yadav

e is quite active on social
media, but very little is
known of actor Anuup
Sonii’s personal life, especially
his seven-year-old son, Imaan.
The actor rarely shares his
pictures on social media,
except for last month, when he
posted a picture of Imaan with
a cricket bat that had the
words, ‘believe, become’
written on it.
The actor, who is married to
actor Juhi Babbar, admits that
he is very cautious about his
son’s upbringing and he
doesn’t want the child to ever

H

feel “privileged” because of his
parents. “It was a conscious
decision for us to give him a
very simple upbringing and not
make him feel the privilege of

Grounding is very
important and Imaan
has learnt not just
from me but from his
grandfather, (veteran
actor) Raj Babbar,
as well
ANUUP SONI ACTOR

kavita.awaasthi
@htlive.com

n

Rumours
abound on
Adaa Khan’s
exit from a TV
fantasy drama

Actor Anuup Sonii posted this picture with his son, Imaan, on social
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANUPSONI3
media, recently

being a star kid. That
grounding is very important
and he has learnt not just from
me but from his grandfather,
(veteran actor) Raj Babbar, as
well,” says Anuup, adding his
son “is not in too much awe
when the paparazzi capture
him. He is very calm and cool
about it.”
But Imaan does know that
his father is an actor — does
he ever share how he feels
watching Anuup on screen?
“He has only seen little bit of
my anchoring and I sometimes
show him my previous work on
YouTube. You can talk to him
like an adult. He doesn’t behave
like a typical child.”
Talking about the picture he
posted, the actor shares that
Imaan is more passionate
about cricket than films or
acting, at the moment. “As far
as acting is concerned, I don’t
think he is keen to pursue it.
Maybe he is too young to take a
call about whether he wants to
pursue acting or not. But
looking at his passion for
cricket and football, I feel he
will make his career as a
sportsperson,” Anuup says.
The Gangaajal (2003) actor
shares that whenever there’s a
cricket match, both father and
son watch it together. “The
knowledge Imaan has about
the sport leaves me amazed. He
has all the facts and figures at
his fingertips and recognises all
international cricketers. If I’m
not at home, he keeps calling
me to give an update about the
match and when I return
home, we discuss like proper
professionals about who scored
how many runs,” he says.
n

sangeeta.yadav@hindustantimes.com
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FASHION
FOR A
CAUSE
Fashion designers
talk about the
impact a fashion
show can have
when it comes to
raising funds
or creating
awareness about
social causes.
We take a
look...

ALL FOR A CAUSE
Fashion designer duo Abu
Jani-Sandeep Khosla share
important factors
designers need to keep in
mind when they associate
with an NGO for a fashion
show:
n Ensure that the NGO is
everything it claims to
be. That it does the work
it claims to do
n Choose an area you
identify with closely.
One that is cherished.
For us, it is women and
children. Their health,
empowerment and wellbeing
n Make the collection and
event super special. The
more fabulous they are,
the more funds you raise
for the organisation
n Encourage celebrities to
put their backs behind
the cause. They effect
change because of their
renown.

Akshata Shetty
hey say,
‘Charity
begins at
home’. And it
feels safe to say
that the fashion
industry is one
home which has
opened its doors to
several social
causes. Creating
awareness through fashion
and entertainment has always
had a huge impact on the
society. For some designers it
is a way of giving back, while
for others, it’s closure. Going
out of the way and pledging
their solidarity to make a
difference not just on the
runway, but in someone’s life
through their profession is
something we all can relate to.
This time, we look at how
much a fashion show or event
plays a key role in raising
funds for NGOs or creating
awareness for social causes.
We have industry experts, who
have been the backbone of
many prominent social causes
and have shared insights on
how a fashion show can create
a much-needed impact.

Actor George Clooney strikes a
pose in Vivienne Westwood’s
T-shirt line that advocates to
save the artic

T
The lady in white
Recently actor and model, Diana Penty wore this pristine
white suit to an event. The actor who believes less is more,
stuck to minimal accessories and a bold lip

NET-PICKING

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

CAUSE AND EFFECT
In a time when value for
money is important, you may
wonder how do associations
between fashion brands and
social causes make an impact?
Well, internationally, a
popular strategy among

Quick bite

Sonam K Ahuja sashayedd the
ramp in Abu Jani-Sandeeep
Khosla’s collection ‘Inheritance,
An Ode to the Textiles and
Embroideries to celebratte 50
years of The Cancer Patients Aid
Association.
fashion brands is to
collaborate with charitable
ecauses as part of a cause
related marketing campaign.
This is one way to look at it,
and there’s another where it’s
purely done to raise funds with
no intention of any returns.
Choosing the latter is
fashion designer Maheka
Mirpuri, who has been
involved with meaningful
cause through her charitable
foundation, MCAN. Mirpuri,
who lost her father and
brother-in-law to cancer,
raised over ₹4.92 crores
through annual charity
fundraisers for the Tata
Memorial Hospital (TMH) in
six years. “In India, mostly
fashion shows for charity
events aren’t business led.
They are organised to get
people to come together for a

alked
the ramp for fashion designer
Maheka Mirpuri’s fundraiser
after her victorious fight against
cancer
glamorous evening and donate
for a noble cause. I hold an
annual charity gala and
fundraiser where glamour
meets giving. It is a glamorous
evening where people come
and bid for a live auction of
high-end goods and
experiences which is followed
by live performances and a
fashion show of my creations.
Besides donating a very ornate
ensemble from my latest
collection for the bid, I also
give a percentage of the sales
proceeds from my collection to
TMH for the cause, year after

We are
committed to
long-term
relationships
with the NGOs
we partner
For the Payal Singhal and Desai
with such as
Foundation collaboration which
The Cancer
is aimed at female empowerment
Patients Aid
through vocational training, they
Association,
had singer-actor Monica Dogra
Breakthrough,
come on board as the face of the
Magic Bus and
collaboration
The Helping
Hands
Association and many more,”
year,” says Mirpuri.
they add. When a brand
collaborates, information
MONEY MATTERS?
about the charity may be
While creating awareness and
integrated into the consumers’
funds is a noble cause, is
perception of the brand. This
making business also a part of
may lead to more favourable
the plan for a fashion
consumer responses towards
designer? For fashion designer
the brand i.e, conspicuous
duo, Abu Jani and Sandeep
compassion, believes Mirpuri.
Khosla, they see their
“I do have a fashion show of
partnerships with NGOs and
my creations at the charity
social justice groups neither as
gala but that is purely because
a business opportunity nor as
this is my profession. For me, a
Corporate Social
fundraiser is my way of
Responsibility (CSR). “It is a
giving back to society,” adds
privilege to partner with those
Mirpuri.
empowering others and
Similarly, for fashion
creating a different, kinder,
designer Payal Singhal, the
more inclusive reality. To use
collaboration with Desai
our brand as a vehicle to
Foundation, which empowers
encourage awareness and
women and children through
increase fundraising gives us
community programs to
immense joy and satisfaction.
elevate health and livelihood

in India and the U.S, was
because she felt the brand had
reached a stage where she
should give back to the society.
“It was a cause that was close
to my heart with a like-minded
partner. The PS x Desai
Foundation collaboration was
not about a star-studded
runway show. Select products
from the range were made by
the women at Desai
Foundation’s vocational
training centre in Valsad,
Gujarat, and proceeds from
the sale went back to those
women. So, for us being able to
make a difference at the grass
root level is the real benefit,”
adds Singhal.

CELEB QUOTIENT
Singhal is of the opinion that
getting noted names on board
helps bring more spotlight to a
cause. “Associations such as
these create more awareness
and help start the right kind of
conversations,” she says.
“Glamour and celebrities are
huge influencers and potential
agents for change. They
attract attention from both the
media and the public. This
attention translates into
greater awareness and funds”
add designer duo Jani-Khosla.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

MAKEUP AND MODEL: RIYA NAGDA, PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Ananya Panday posted this picture of her grabbing a
quick bite on the sets of her upcoming movie. She
captioned it saying , ‘the real behind-the scenes of The
Jawaani Song’

your lid. Again take the
pink shade and blend in the
crease
Take a black eyeliner and
m
a wing it and use a
make
kohl to tight-line the lash
iine and waterline

SAY IT RIGHT

Take
a your foundation and
ot it all over your face and
o
lend with a sponge or
rush
nceal under the eyes,
ound the mouth and spots
at need concealing
e some loose powder
d set the under eye area
face

Theboldand
thebeautiful

n To en
enhance your face

THE BO
BOLD EYE
SHADOW LOOK
n Start with moisturising your

face and use a lip balm to
prep your lips
n Moving to the eyes , conceal

Comme des Garçons
(Kom-day-garsaw)
hey are a Japanese
fashion label founded by
and headed by Rei
Kawakubo. It is based in
Tokyo and also in the Place

T

Vendôme in Paris, the city in
which they show their main
collections during Paris
Fashion Week and Paris
Men’s Fashion Week.

QUICK FIX

DEODORANT ON YOUR CLOTHES
ub the fabric vigorously
against itself. Its fibers
will almost always remove
the white marks better than
rubbing a towel or other

R

piece of fabric against it.
White vinegar will also
work if your deodorant
stains are particularly
persistent.

your eyelids and make a
smooth base for applying
your eye shadow
n Take a pink eye shadow and

put it in the crease as
transition colour and blend
till the edges are seamless.
Then take a blue eye
shadow and put it all over

Sreyashi Ghosh
ummer’s here and so are
the sundowners and
boozy brunches. Apart
from your light and bright
outfits for the occasions, your
main concern should be your
makeup. Two multi season
friendly makeup looks you can
never go wrong with and are
rampant this summer are the
no-makeup makeup look and
the bold eye shadow look. We
got in touch with Mumbaibased hair and makeup artiste,
Riya Nagda, who helped us deconstruct these picture perfect
looks into simple steps you can
follow to re-create them at the
comfort of your own home.

S

n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

the face and blend with a
sponge
Conceal the under eye area
nd set it with powder to
n
void creasing. Set other
eas too, if you have oily
e
skin
ki

Actor Tamannaah Bhatia went
for a cool blue-grey gradient eye
shade for her look. She also
opted for a subtle berry lip.

Sonam K Ahuja pulled off the
no-makeup makeup look with
panache. Her kohl-rimmed eyes
and nude lip complemented her
outfit.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM /TAMANNAAHBHATIA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SONAMKAPOOR

THE NO-MAKEUP
UP
MAKEUP LOOK
n To start off, mix some

foundation with a liquid
highlighter and dot all over

n Use a bronzer to warm up the

skin and apply the product
under cheekbones starting
from your ear to the middle
of your cheek
n Add some blush and

structure, contour the area
below the cheekbones,
starting from the ears to the
middle of the cheeks and
then around the jaw line
n Add a flush of colour using

some blush on the apples of
your cheeks
n Highlight the high points of

the face such as
cheekbones, bridge of the
nose, under the brows,
cupid’s bow and chin using a
highlighter
n Fill in the gaps in your

eyebrow and use some
mascara to finish the look.

highlight the high points of
your face
n Take the same bronzer and

use it with a fluffy brush as
an eye shadow
n Double the use of the

highlighter as a shade to add
some pop to the centre of the
eye lid
n To finish the look, fill in your

eyebrows and use an eyeliner
and mascara to lengthen
your lashes.
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THE MORE THE MERRIER: ’80S FASHION
MAKES A STYLISH COMEBACK

>>htcity p3

‘I AM NOT A
FAN OF SEQUEL
MOVIES’

‘WE DON’T TAKE BOX OFFICE PRESSURE’
KRITI SAYS ACTORS ARE HAPPY IF A FILM IS SUCCESSFUL
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shortstories
GNFPS HOLDS
INVESTITURE
CEREMONY
PATIALA: The Guru Nanak Foundation Public School, Patiala, on
Tuesday, organised an investiture
ceremony with the aim to inculcate leadership qualities among
students. Principal Renu Hanspal
said, “Leadership and learning are
indispensable to each other.” The
students and faculty were witness
to the oath-taking ceremony of
the newly formed student council.
Hanspal decorated the students
with black badges, followed by the
pinning of the badges of the
house perfects and other profile
holders by their respective house
HTC
mistresses.

Man killed as speeding
car rams into divider,
driver booked
CHANDIGARH: A 38-year-old man
was killed after his car rammed
into a divider here on Tuesday. The
deceased was identified as Ram
Singh, of Dadumajra. He was
travelling in a Mahindra Bolero
being driven by one Vinod Kumar.
Ram’s uncle Dayachand, 60, told
police that he was in another car
behind his nephew. Vinod suddenly started speeding and
crashed the SUV into a road
divider. “I stopped my car and
rushed to the SUV to find Ram
severely injured,” he said. SHO
inspector Mahmood Khan said the
victims were rushed to the civil
hospital, where Ram was declared
brought dead, while Vinod was
undergoing treatment. “We have
booked Vinod under Sections 279
(rash driving) and 304A (causing
death by negligence of the Indian
Penal Code, and initiated further
HTC
investigation,” he added.

Lecture puts spotlight
on quantum computer
CHANDIGARH: The department of
physics, Panjab University (PU),
organised the fifth Prof BM Anand
memorial lecture on Tuesday.
Director, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, Sandip
P Trivedi, delivered the lecture on
‘quantum entanglement’. Trivedi
started with basics of quantum
mechanics and the theory of John
Bell with the idea that probability
cannot be negative.Department
chairperson Navdeep Goyal said
the lecture was held in memory of
Prof BM Anand, founder of the
HTC
department.

Moot court held at PU
CHANDIGARH: Department of
laws, Panjab University organised
an intra-department moot court
competition on Tuesday. The day
began with orientation, draw of
lots forthe preliminary rounds and
memorial exchange.There were 18
teams in total, each comprising of
two speakers and one researcher.
Semis were adjudged by Rajesh
Gaur, Ashish Gupta, Pankaj Chugh,
Harinder Singh,Himanshu Raj and
Anjum Ahmed.Final round had a
2-judge bench of Justice AmitRawal and Justice Harsimran
Singh Sethi of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court.
HTC

Financier fakes ₹3.6L loot to
avoid repaying loan, booked
FAKE ROBBERY IN AMLOH Accused had filed a robbery complaint with police; later
he confessed to have concocted the loot story to avoid returning ₹2 lakh to his brother
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

FATEHGARHSAHIB: With the arrest of

five persons, the district police
have solved the alleged loot of ₹3.6
lakh from a financier in Amloh,
which turned out to be a false
complaint, here on Tuesday.
Police have recovered the
money, an iron rod and a motorcycle used to commit the crime.
Senior superintendent of
police (SSP) Amneet Kondal said
that on Monday afternoon, they
had received information that
Amandeep Singh, of Shahpur village, was robbed of ₹3.6 lakh
when he was on his way to deposit
the amount at the local branch of
the ICICI Bank in Amloh.
“Amandeep had told police
that two motorcycle-borne youth
threw red chili powder in his
eyes. The assailants then
attacked his friend Ravinder
Shah, who was the pillion rider,
with an iron rod before fleeing
with the cash bag,” the SSP said.
SSP Kondal added that on the
basis of Amandeep’s complaint, a
special investigation team was
formed for further investigation
into the matter.
While carrying out investigation, police suspected Amandeep’s story as he had failed to
brief them properly about the
crime scene. Moreover, he was
changing statements while registering the complaint.

n

Wheat procurement gains
momentum in the region
HT Correspondent
n

Financier Amandeep Singh, four of his accomplice and the recovered money in police custody in Patiala
HT PHOTO
on Tuesday.

“Following this, police
started collecting other technical
evidence from the spot,” SSP
Kondal said.
“On being questioned, Amandeep confessed that he had concocted a robbery plot to ditch his
brother Kuldeep Singh, to whom
he owed ₹2 lakh,” she added.
Police said that Amandeep
involved his friends Jaspreet
Singh, Gurdeep Singh, Gurveer
Singh and Ravinder Shah in the
plan and promised to give them

money in exchange.
“He had even called his
brother Kuldeep to the crime
scene to project that they had
been looted of ₹3.6 lakh,”
SSP said.
She added that after faking the
robbery bid, Amandeep distributed ₹50,000 each to his four
accomplices, and kept ₹1.60 lakh
with himself.
“Amandeep thought that if he
presents a robbery story, his
brother Kuldeep will stop asking

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The expenditure observ-

ers, deputed by the election commission, held meeting with the
assistant returning officers and
senior officials of the district
electoral office to oversee
arrangements for the Lok Sabha
elections scheduled on May 19.
The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has deputed Gautam
KR Mandal and Anand Upadhyaya, both Indian revenue service officers, in the Patiala constituency to keep tabs on the poll
expenditure of candidates contesting elections from here.
Both the officials directed the
district electoral officers to
ensure implementation of the

THE EXPENDITURE
REGISTERS OF ALL
CANDIDATES WILL BE
SCRUTINISED ON
MAY 7, 12 AND 17
guidelines of the election commission, besides keeping a minute check on the expenses
incurred by candidates during
the electioneering process.
Additional district electoral
officer Shaukat Ahamed Parre
said that the expenditure
registers of all candidates will
be scrutinised minutely on May 7,
12 and 17.
“The observers will hold regular meetings with different teams

PU-CET (PG)
REGISTRATION
STARTS

Kanwar Bir Singh

CHANDIGARH: Registration for

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : Home to more than a

dozen different species of animals, the Patiala Bir Moti Bagh
Wildlife Sanctuary, famously
known as ‘deer park,’ lacks adequate veterinary facilities.
A total of 12 different
species inhabit the zoo including hog deer, black buck, white
buck, crocodile and nilgai
(blue bull).
Some species of deer including the hog, which is an endangered species and listed in
International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
red list, are not getting proper
medical care.
One of the zoo-keepers said
no regular medical checkups are provided to the animals,
as there is no veterinary cell
in the zoo.
“There is no arrangement for
isolation and quarantine ward
for newly borne and sick animals. Moreover, despite provision for a proper medical cell,
the state government has
failed to depute doctor and
nursing staff for the treatment
of animals in case of any injuries,” he said.
He added that regular blood
sampling and medical checkups are done only once a year.
Surinder Singh, a forest officer and in-charge of the sanctuary, said in absence of any regu-

n

A total of 12 different species, including hog deer, black buck, white
buck, crocodile and nilgai (blue bull), inhabit the zoo.
HT PHOTO

WHAT LAW SAYS
As per the Union ministry of environment, forest and climate
change:
n The veterinary health care

facility in the zoo should be
made functional
n The zoo veterinary hospital
should have basic diagnostic

lar medical care, they make use
of stop-gap arrangements by
calling doctors from civil veterinary hospitals.
“We have informed senior
officials of the department
about recruitment of permanent veterinary doctors multiple times, but we are yet to get
any response,” he said.

facilities and comprehensive
range of drugs
n The zoo should have isolation
and quarantine facilities located
away from the hospital

A ZOO-KEEPER SAID
REGULAR MEDICAL
CHECK-UPS ARE NOT
PROVIDED TO ANIMALS,
AS THERE IS NO VET
CELL IN THE ZOO

mustread
Four held for thrashing
CTU driver in UT
CHANDIGARH: The UT police
arrested four persons for
misbehaving with and then
manhandling a CTU bus
driver.
››P2

including those of static surveillance, flying squads, video viewing, police officers, etc and will
remain in the city till the election
process is completed,” he said.
Parre added that if anyone has
any doubt regarding the expenditure of any candidate in fray, they
can approach these observers and register their concerns.
He said that the general
public can directly meet the
observers at National Institute of
Sports (NIS), Patiala or contact
the observers on their personal
phone numbers.
Meanwhile, both the observers also visited the media certification and monitoring committee
control units at the mini-secretariat and the complaint cell
C-vigil to review their work.

Patiala wildlife sanctuary
lacks veterinary facilities
n

for money,” police said.
Police had registered a case
against the accused under Sections 392 (punishment for robbery), 379B (snatching), 323 (punishment for voluntarily causing
hurt), 324 (voluntarily causing
hurt by dangerous weapons or
means), 341 (punishment for
wrongful restraint), 506
(criminal intimidation) and
34 (acts done by several persons of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Expenditure observers hold
meeting with district admn
HT Correspondent

As per information, out of 4.11 lakh metric tonne wheat that has arrived at the purchasing centres,
HT PHOTO
procurement agencies have already bought around 3.96 lakh MT.

PU-CET 2019 for admission to
postgraduate courses started on
Monday. The entrance test will be
held at Chandigarh, Ludhiana,
Hoshiarpur and Muktsar on June
8 and 9. Prospectus and application forms are available on the
website — cetpg.puchd.ac.in.
The last date for submitting information on the website to generate
bank challan is May 17, following
which the roll numbers will be
uploaded on it on May 29.
The answer keys of the test will
be available on the website on
June 18. Candidates can submit
objections by June 20, and crossobjections by June 26. The result
of the test for different courses
will be declared online from June
29 to July 1.
PU will publish a merit list on
the basis of attainment of a minimum of 20% marks in entrance
for general candidates, and 15%
in case of SC, ST, Backward Class
(BC) and Persons with Disabilities (PwD) candidates.
The cut-off for passing the test
for admission to MA disaster
management and MA geo-informatics is 50%, and 40% for MA
journalism and mass communication. Similarly, 35% marks are
required to clear the test for MA
English and MA history (30% in
case of SC, ST, BC and PwD candidates). The test for MBA for executive will be of 85 marks and consist 85 multiple-choice questions
of one mark each.
HTC

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : After a slow start,
the wheat procurement has
picked pace across the region,
bringing relief to farmers and
procurement agencies.
The release of funds to
district headquarters for distributing among commission
agents and farmers is the icing
on the cake.
Unfavourable weather conditions last week delayed wheat
harvesting. As per information,
out of 4.11 lakh metric
tonne wheat to have arrived at
purchasing centres, the procurement agencies bought
about 3.96 lakh MT.
For procurement agencies
that have already procured
wheat, tardy lifting and
shortage of storage space are
major concerns.
As per procurement norms, it
is mandatory for procuring agencies to lift crop within
72 hours of purchase to avoid

FACT CHECK
n Total number of purchas-

ing centres: 105
n Expected yield to reach

grain markets: 9.24 lakh
metric tonne
n Last year’s yield: 9.6 lakh

metric tonne

glut at purchasing centres.
SPEED UP LIFTING
PROCESS, DIRECTS DC
Deputy commissioner Kumar
Amit said procurement agents
and district food and supply
controller have been directed to
speed up lifting process to make
sufficient arrangements for
unloading fresh stock.
“We have procured 98% of
total yield unloaded at grain
markets and farmers have been
paid ₹217 crore,” DC said.
The arrival of wheat gained
pace in the last two days, so officials have been instructed not to

show any laxity so the farmers
do not face any difficulty, he
said.
Meanwhile, one of the officials of procurement agencies
said the lifting has slowed down
due to lack of storage: “It is better to keep procured wheat in
grain markets for some time
instead of in the open.’’
The following government
procurement agencies purchased wheat—Punjab Grains
Procurement Corporation Limited (Pungrain) bought 92, 619
MT, Markfed bought 77,768 MT,
Punjab State Civil Supplies Corporation Limited (Punsup) procured 92,435 MT, Warehouse
bought 48,189 MT, Punjab Agro,
35,958 MT, Food Corporation of
India (FCI) procured 48,756 MT.
A private player procured 710
MT of the wheat yield.
At least 2.34 lakh hectare
area was under cultivation
and the agriculture department
is expecting the production of
9.24 lakh MT against last year’s
9.6 lakh MT.

LIGHT OF FAITH

n

An illuminated Gurdwara Moti Bagh on the eve of the birth anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur in Patiala on Tuesday.

CHANDIGARH INT’L AIRPORT SEIZURE

2.5kg gold worth ₹76L found on
Dubai flight, Mansa man held
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: The customs department
on Tuesday seized 2.5kg
gold biscuits worth ₹76 lakh from
a Mansa resident who landed at
Chandigarh International Airport on the Dubai flight.
In the past one year, the customs and directorate of revenue
intelligence (DRI) have seized
around 30kg gold worth
₹8.5 crore being sneaked into the
country through the Chandigarh
international airport.
While rummaging the flight
that arrived at 11:25am, custom
officials recovered the gold from
a cavity adjoining a passenger’s
seat. It was wrapped in black
cloth and covered with black

IN ONE YEAR, CUSTOMS
AND DIRECTORATE OF
REVENUE INTELLIGENCE
HAVE SEIZED AROUND
30KG GOLD WORTH
₹8.5 CRORE BEING
SNEAKED IN THROUGH
CHANDIGARH
adhesive tape.
Raj Kumar, 35, who was occupying that seat was arrested
under the Customs Act, 1962,
and further investigation is on,
said officials.
Last week, too, the customs
department had recovered
unclaimed gold in the form of 30

biscuits and weighing 3.5kg from
the same flight.
UNACCOUNTED GOLD
JEWELLERY SEIZED
Meanwhile, the Mohali police on
Tuesday seized unaccounted
gold jewellery worth ₹26.8 lakh
from a Parwanoo woman
at the airport.
Airport police station house
officer inspector Baljeet Singh
said they had specific information about a woman, identified as
Ashima Minhas, arriving on an
Indigo flight from Delhi.
She was in possession of unaccounted gold Jewellery weighing
890 grams. The jewellery was
seized and the case was handed
over to income tax department,
said police.

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

Man arrested
with 10gm heroin
CHANDIGARH: A 28-year-old man
was arrested with 10 gram heroin here on Tuesday. Accused
Pardeep Kumar is from Uttar
Pradesh and currently resides
in Gola village, Ambala.
Pardeep, who was on his bike,
tried to flee when he spotted
police on a highway. Police team
was on election duty at a checkpost on the highway.
Sector-19 crime branch
in-charge inspector Karambir
Singh said, “The accused tried
to throw a packet from his jeans,
which was recovered. It contained 10 gram heroin.”
A case was registered under
the Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act at
the local police station.
Police have also impounded
his motorcycle. The accused
was produced in a local
court and sent to three-day
police remand.
HTC
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patiala&beyond
PAU offers 4-yr course
in horticulture and
forestry in new session
60 SEATS Admissions will be done through entrance test
Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

ADMISSIONS NOW OPEN

LUDHIANA: The Punjab Agricul-

tural University (PAU) has introduced a four-year programme in
BSc (Honours) horticulture with
the College of Horticulture and
Forestry from session 2019-20.
The admission process for the
course has begun at the university. The course has 60 seats and
applicants who have cleared the
combine entrance test (CET) can
apply for it. The eligibility criteria for the course requires 10+2 or
equivalent in physics, chemistry
and mathematics/biology/ agriculture with at least 50% marks.
A four-year programme in
bachelor of mechanical engineering has also been introduced at
the College of Agricultural Engineering in the new session.
Officials at fruit and vegetable
science department said the aim
of starting a separate college for
horticulture is to expand the
research work in the area and
provide vast knowledge to students in horticulture. “This will
be beneficial as the total horticulture production is now crossing
the grain production and

Admission for all courses has started at the Punjab Agricultural
University. The prospectus are available on university website as
well as at the communication centre.
n Last date to apply/submit

application forms for programmes that require entrance
test is May 14 (without fee)
and May 21 (with fee)
n Last date for three-year
MCA and two-year MCA

producing fruits and vegetables
is more profitable for farmers,”
Dr Harminder Singh, head of
the department of fruit science,
said.
Earlier, the university was
only providing MSc and Phd in
horticulture floriculture and
landscaping, fruit science and
vegetable science. Now the these
have been converted into four
departments of fruit science, vegetable science, floriculture and
landscaping and forestry and natural resources at the college.
The controller of examination
NK Khullar said horticulture and
forestry are of increasing signifi-

(lateral entry) is May 14
(without fee) and
June 14 (with fee)
n Last date for programmes
without entrance test is June 12
(without fee) and June 19
(with fee)

cance in the field crop-based agriculture. He said fruits and vegetables are rich source of nutrition,
can provide much-needed crop
diversification and enhanced
employment through processing
and value addition.
“Forestry and floriculture represent environmental and aesthetic aspects besides being of
economic importance. The College of Horticulture and Forestry
aims to strengthen teaching and
research in all these areas. The
quality human resource produced will in turn drive rapid
development in this sector,” he
said.

FARMERS GET
TIPS IN ORGANIC
AGRICULTURE AT
AGRI VARSITY

Study finds high metal concentration
in vegetable crops near Buddha Nullah

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA : A study conducted

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 30 farmers

from across the state participated in a month-long training
programme on organic farming
that concluded at the Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
on Monday.
The training was held at the
skill development centre under
the guidance of JS Mahal,
director of extension education.
TS Riar, associate director,
skill development centre,
stressed on becoming self-sufficient while highlighting the
importance of organic farming.
Farm expert Vandana Gandotra
informed about the activities
carried out at the centre.
Course coordinator Lavleesh
Garg said Punjab Skill Development Mission was set to impart
free-of-cost training in agriculture and subsidiary occupations.
Garg said the interested farmers
can visit the PAU website
www.pau.edu.

30 FARMERS FROM
THE STATE PARTICIPATED
IN A MONTH-LONG
TRAINING PROGRAMME
HELD AT PAU

EARTHY BACKDROP

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

over last three months has
revealed that vegetables grown
in the fields near Buddha Nullah
have high level of heavy metal
concentration.
Research scholar Jagdev
Singh from the botany department of Lovely Professional University compared vegetables
grown in the fields near Buddha
Nullah with those grown in
fields away from Buddha Nullah.
He found out that high concentration of elements, such as
chromium, cadmium and lead,
in vegetables grown on the banks
of Buddha Nullah was leading to
adverse health affect on its consumers.
The concentration of these
elements is high in root and leafy
vegetables because they are good
absorbers.
Study suggests that people living near the Buddha Nullah or
its vicinity fall more
often prey to diseases and frequently get hospitalised than the
ones not consuming these
vegetables and live outside its
periphery.
The study shows that cadmium level is 6, chromium is 19.7
and lead is 7.5, mg/per kg, in
these vegetables, which is above
permissible limit. The World
Health Organisation and Food
and Agriculture Organisation

CHANDIGARH: After the prosecution failed to prove the case, the
district court acquitted two persons in a three-year-old assault
case. The duo were identified as
Gurpreet and Jaswinder Singh.
The case dates back to May 15,
2016 when an FIR was registered
under Sections 341, 323, 354 of the
IPC at Maloya police station. The
complainant is victim’s 14-yearold brother. The boy said he stays
with his sister and brother-in
-law in a rented accommodation.
One day when he had gone for
lunch and his sister managed the
rehri. When he returned, the
complainant saw two men misbehaving with his sister.
“They physically abused her
and when I reached, they misbehaved with me too,” he said.
Later when we came home, my
sister told me that they touched
her inappropriately , following
which she fell unconscious, the
complainant alleged. Following
this, the minor accompanied by
his brother-in-law registered a
police complaint. However, prosecution failed to prove its case
and the duo was acquitted. HTC

Four men thrash
CTU driver; arrested

RAPE IN CAB

HT Correspondent

MOHALI: Taking strong cogni-

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The UT police on

Monday arrested four persons
for misbehaving and
manhandling a Chandigarh
Transport Undertaking (CTU)
bus driver.
The victim, Satish Kumar of
Hissar, alleged that four persons, Chottu, 23, and Amit, 23, of
Sector 52 and, Rohit, 22, and
Dhavender, 25, of Mauli Jagran
village were trying to overtake
the bus when they crashed into
it, police said.
“The boys spoke rudely and
abused the driver. Instead of
apologising to him, they forcibly
pulled him out of his seat and
thrashed him,” said a police official requesting anonymity.
“The driver was kicked in the
stomach. He also sustained
injuries on his arms and shoulders,” an official said.
Satish’s uniform was torn
and he was taken to a nearby
hospital for treatment,

A CASE UNDER SECTIONS
341, 332, 353, 506
AND 34 OF THE INDIAN
PENAL CODE WAS
REGISTERED AGAINST
THE FOUR ACCUSED
police said.
The entire incident happened
near Sector 51/52 light
point, and lasted for nearly two
hours.
A case under Sections 341
(punishment for wrongful
restraint), 332 (voluntarily
causing hurt to deter a public
servant performing his/her
duty), 353 (assault or criminal
force to deter a public servant
from discharging his duty), 506
(punishment for criminal intimidation) and 34 (acts done by several person in furtherance with
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code, was registered
against the four accused, who
have been arrested.

Women commission
for expediting probe
sance of negligence of a cop in a
rape case, the Punjab State
Women Commission (PSWC)
has directed the Mohali police to
expedite inquiry into the case,
which was reported on April 16,
at Sohana police station.
PSWC chairperson Manisha
Gulati directed authorities to
take action against SHO Daljeet
Singh Gill, who has been placed
under suspension for failing to
act promptly on this complaint.
Gulati met victim and inquired
about the incident from SP, City
Harwinder Singh Virk and others. She directed the officials to
take action and instructed the
officials to give best medical and
legal aid to victim and assured
her that the commission will
take care of her rehabilitation.
A 22-year-old call centre
employee from Himachal, staying and working in Mohali, was
allegedly raped in a cab while she
was on her way to office. Instead
of registering case, Daljeet cited
HTC
jurisdiction issue.

Gang of thieves busted, 5 arrested
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: With the arrest of five
people, police busted a gang
involved in theft of vehicles in
Mohali for the past three years.
Also, seven motorcycles, three
Activa scooters and a Maruti car
were recovered from their possession.
The accused have been identified as Salman Khan, Nitesh
Kumar, Gagraj and Raju of
Sohana and Vijay Kumar
of Kurali.

Addressing a press conference
at the Balongi police station,
Kharar deputy superintendent of
police (DSP) Deep Kamal said the
gang had been active in Mohali
for the past three years.
“They were involved in the
multiple cases of thefts in areas
including as Matur, Balongi and
Sohana,” the DSP said.
“We have been receiving several complaints from the Mohali
residents regarding theft of ,”
Kamal said.
Police said acting on a tip-off,
they laid a naka at Balongi on

April 16, and got Salman and
Nitesh arrested.
“During the police remand, the
duo named their aides Gagraj and
Raju, who are also involved in
several theft cases,” police said.
Following this, they were
arrested on April 20 near a naka n
Balongi. While investigating, a
fifth name Vijay also surfaced
and he was arrested on Sunday,”
the police said.
The police said all of them are
jobless and only 10th pass.
Salman and Nitesh were produced before a court on April 20

and have been sent to judicial
custody while the other three are
on one-day police remand and
will be again produced in a court
on Tuesday.
“We have sought a one-day
police remand to investigate if
more people are linked with this
gang,” said Balongi SHO Yogesh
Kumar.
A case under Sections 379
(punishment for theft) and
411(dishonestly receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) has been registered at
the Balongi police station.

RESEARCH SCHOLAR
FROM LPU COMPARED
VEGETABLES GROWN IN
THE FIELDS NEAR
BUDDHA NULLAH WITH
THOSE GROWN IN
OTHER FIELDS
recommends 0.1 cadmium, 0.5
chromium and 0.5 lead in vegetables.
A survey conducted on 450

people living near Buddha Nullah and adjoining areas revealed
that 85% people are not even
aware of the harmful affects of
heavy metal concentration in
vegetables.
“So many people consume
these vegetables and they get it
on cheap rates from vendors,”
Jagdev Singh said.
Dr Pradeep at Ludhiana civil
hospital said Haibowal,Salem
Tabri road, Jalandhar bypass
areas are worst hit with maximum cases of poisoning.

“There has been a rapid
increase of patients in the medicine ward with maximum of
them consuming these vegetables grown near Buddha Nullah,” he said.
Jagdev who is pursuing his
PhD under Dr Anand Mohan,
botany professor at LPU,
informed that there is a dire need
to make industries throw their
waste affluent to some other area
or get heavy metals filtered
before dumping them into water
bodies.

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Police on Monday
arrested two people for allegedly
beating up a 27-year-old pregnant
woman at Mauli Baidwan in Sector 80 here. The accused have
been identified as Naushad
Aalam, 32, and Juman Aalam, 23,
of the same area.
The woman, Kajal Devi, and
her husband, Sanjeev Kumar, 30,
run a vegetable shop at Mauli
Baidwan. “They had to repay
some debt to the accused, who are
running a utensils shop in the
neighbourhood. As they failed to
pay it, the duo beat up the woman
on Saturday,” said Sohana station house officer Kuspreet Kour.
Sanjeev Kumar, who is from
Bihar and has been staying here

Two acquitted of
assault charges

Study finds the concentration of these elements is high in root and leafy vegetables because they are
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
good absorbers.

Woman loses
purse to snatcher
in Chandigarh

MOHALI:

Two friends on their way back from school in Mullanpur are all smiles. In the backdrop are brick-kilns, signalling the strength and
KARUN SHARMA/HT
adaptability of mother earth.

n

2 traders held for thrashing
pregnant woman in Mohali
n

n

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

VICTIM, WHO RUNS A
VEGGIES SHOP, OWED
₹3,700 TO ACCUSED;
STATED TO BE SAFE
with his wife for the past 10 years,
said they had bought some utensils and gas stove for ₹16,000 from
the accused’s shop.
“Only ₹3,700 were left to be
paid. On Saturday, they came to
our shop and asked for the
money. We requested for some
more time, but they didn’t listen
and started beating my wife.
When I intervened, they thrashed
me too,” alleged Sanjeev.
Sanjeev said despite pleading
before the duo not to beat his wife
as she is six-month pregnant,
they didn’t stop.

Later, Sanjeev rushed his wife
to the civil hospital in Phase 6.
The doctor’s prescription
reads that the woman had pain in
the abdomen, abrasion over the
forehead, face and right arm and
complained about body pain.
“Her condition is now stable.
The foetus is also safe. We have
shifted her to the maternity ward
from the emergency,” said a doctor overseeing her treatment.
A case under Sections 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 451
(house-trespass in order to commit offence punishable with
imprisonment) and 34 (done by
several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was registered
at the Sohana police station. “The
accused will be produced in court
on Tuesday,” said the SHO.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A scooter-borne
man snatched the purse of a
35-year-old woman near the Sector 7 market here on Monday,
taking the number of snatching
cases reported in the city this
year to eight.
Sonia, a resident of Baltana,
told police she was walking
towards the market when an unidentified man on a white Honda
Activa struck from the rear and
snatched her purse. In the commotion, she received some injuries, police said.
Sonia said the purse contained a mobile phone and ₹5,000.
A case under Section 379B
(snatching) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered.

Ludhiana: Thieves tow away trader’s
four-wheeler after failing to start it
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Determined to steal a

sedan, thieves towed away a businessman’s Hyundai Verna after
failing to start its ignition at
Kitchlu Nagar in the wee
hours of Sunday.
The whole incident was captured in the CCTVs installed in
the colony.
The car owner, Rahul, resident
of Kitchlu Nagar, said he ran a
construction business.
On Saturday, he parked his
Hyundai Verna outside his
house, but could not find it there
on Sunday morning when he
stepped out of his house for morning walk. He then scanned the
footage of CCTV cameras
installed nearby, and saw some
men in a Mahindra Scorpio towing away his car around 5 am.
“The accused first smashed a
windowpane of the car, and tried

ACCUSED BROKE A
WINDOWPANE OF THE
CAR, TRIED TO START ITS
IGNITION. ON FAILING TO
DO THAT, THEY LATCHED
IT BEHIND THEIR CAR
WITH A CHAIN
to start its ignition. But when
they failed to do that, they latched
it behind their car with a chain
and towed it away, he told the
police. Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Sukhdeep Singh, who is
investigating the case, said a case
under Section 379 (theft) of the
Indian Penal Code had
been registered against the
accused following the
businessman’s complaint. “We
have retrieved the thieves’ car
number from the CCTV footage.
They will be traced and arrested
soon,” he said.

n

A CCTV footage grab showing occupants of a Mahindra Scorpio
towing away a Hyundai Verna in Kitchlu Nagar, Ludhiana, in the
HT PHOTO
wee hours of Sunday.

40gm heroin recovered,
cops arrest four persons
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The police have
arrested four men in two
different cases after recovering
40gm heroin from their
possession.
The Division Number 3 police
arrested Vipan Kumar, 30, of
Mohalla Naulakha Garden Colony, and Tejinder Singh, 47, of
CRPF (Central Reserve Police
Force) Colony for carrying 20gm
heroin.
They were arrested from Isa
Nagar bridge in Old City area
following a tip-off.
Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Satish Kumar, who is
investigating the case, said the

THE ACCUSED WERE ON
THEIR WAY TO DELIVER
THE CONSIGNMENT TO A
CUSTOMER WHEN THE
POLICE WAYLAID THEM
accused were on their way to
deliver the consignment to a
customer when the police waylaid them.
“The accused are neighbours
and themselves drug addicts.
They took to crime to meet their
need of drugs,” the ASI said.
“They have confessed that
they used to procure heroin
from an Amritsar-based drug
peddler to sell it among the

addicts in Ludhiana,” the
ASI claimed.
Tejinder is already facing
trial in three cases of gambling
and drug peddling.
In another case, the Crime
Investigation Agency-1
arrested Harminder Singh, 35,
of Lakkar Bazaar, and Manish
Mehra, 24, of Mohalla Fatehgunj, on finding 20gm heroin in
their possession.
They were arrested from the
CMC Chowk.
Sub-inspector Avtar
Singh, the investigating
officer, said the duo was in
touch with Delhi and Amritsarbased drug peddlers, who
used to deliver heroin to them in
Ludhiana.

Patient finds insect
in food served at
GMSH, probe on
CHANDIGARH: Director of health
services, Dr G Dewan, has
marked an inquiry after a man
complained that he found an
insect in the khichdi served to his
wife at GMSH, Sector 16.
Complainant, Pramod, had
approached the DHS on Monday,
and an enquiry was marked. The
inquiry officials have been asked
to submit a report in a week. As
per the complainant, his wife is
admitted in gynaecology ward
and on Monday afternoon, she
was served khichdi for lunch. She
found an insect in it. The complainant raised his concern at
hospital canteen, but the cook
brushed the matter aside by
claiming that its just onion. The
enquiry is being conducted by
head of ENT department. HTC
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‘ACTORS
DON’TTAKE
BOXOFFICE
PRESSURE’

Kriti
Sanon
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he first quarter of 2019
saw a lot of female
actors get recognition
for their roles. As Kriti
Sanon’s last release, Luka
Chuppi is inching towards the
₹100-crore mark, the actor
who started out with
Heropanti (2014) says that
with every new film that does
well, her confidence is
increasing. The actor, who is
an outsider in the industry, is
happy with the new-found
acceptance. Excerpts from an
interview:

T

Your roles in Luka Chuppi as well
as Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017) was
quite well-received. Is there a
sense of achievement now?
If your film does well and you
are accepted by the critics and
the audiences, and your film
also manages to make money
at the box office, it makes you
feel like you are connecting
with the audiences a lot more.
I am someone who always
goes with my gut feeling and
when that resonates with the
audience, it just gives me a lot
more confidence to take up
something new and
experiment. There is not a set
genre or a formula that works
anymore with films such as
Stree (2018), Andhadhun
(2018) and Gully Boy doing so
well.

I feel like everybody
who has been part
of the film and has
taken the
responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention.
KRITI SANON, ACTOR
party of Luka Chuppi because
for us, it was a success. Right
now as well, it’s inching
towards making ₹100 crore,
but I am not like that nerdy
student who will be sad if my
film makes ₹99 crore and not
₹100 crore. Eventually, the
producers should recover
their money spent on the film
and it should be worth the
audiences time and money.

You recently spoke about how
male actors often walk away
with all the credit in spite of
equal efforts being put by both
male and female leads. Is that
something you’ve been noticing

You’ve always wanted to
work in a period drama and
currently you’re shooting
for your first period film —
Panipat. How excited are
you?

Do you feel that this pressure on
every film, to make ₹100 crore at
the box office, is unnecessary
stress for an actor?
I don’t think actors take that
pressure anyway. When a film
makes ₹100 crore it makes you
really happy and you
celebrate but you celebrate
even otherwise. We have
already done the success

It’s a completely new
world for me. I am a North
Indian and for me, to be
playing a Marathi
character, is great fun. Ashu
sir [Ashutosh Gowariker; filmmaker] creates that world. I
recently shot for this small
piece of action sequence

for a while?
Honestly, it wasn’t so much
about the credit but just some
basic things that we are very
used to seeing but we never
question. Whether it is as
simple as when articles are
written, they always give
preference to male actors with
their name in the headlines
and it becomes their film. I
feel like everybody who has
been part of the film and has
taken the responsibility of the
films should get equal
mention. I am glad the
conversation has started. It’s
high time we give everyone
who has been part of the film
equal credit especially when
it’s not solely based on one
protagonist.

Anushka Sharma (above left) and a model in a Rina Dhaka creation
PHOTOS: VIRAL BHAYANI AND RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT
(above)

You have also been vocal about
the existing pay disparity
between male and female
actors...
I feel like pay disparity has
been discussed for a very long
time. It’s definitely not a new
topic. But having said that, I
would say that there has been
a little change. Without taking
names, I know of a few films
where the female protagonist

which I was very thrilled
about. I’ve never used a
sword before and I’m not
aggressive in real life at
all. I haven’t even slapped
anyone so suddenly when you
get to do stuff like that, it
makes you feel very powerful.
I’ve realised that I enjoy
action. Even when I got hurt, I
didn’t realise it until it was
time for pack up, and that’s
what is great about being
immersed in action
sequences.

Shubhman Gill feels on top of the
world with his IPL stint
Samarth Goyal
e was all of 18 when he
became part of the Under19 World Cup winning
squad, last year. The righthanded batsman has again
made waves with his role in the
Kolkata Knight Riders’ (KKR;
the IPL team he plays for)
recent victory. However, for
cricketer Shubman Gill, there’s
still a long way to go before he
can say that he has proved
himself. “Things will keep on
changing, and will keep getting
bigger. You don’t have to get
carried away by all this. You
just do your best in what you
love doing the most, which for
me, is playing cricket,” says the
Punjab-born batsman.
“It obviously feels nice to be
able to take your team through
and win trophies like the World
Cup,” he replies, when asked
about what he thought of the
response to his performance
during that tournament. “It
feels nice that people started
knowing you, and they started
watching what kind of a player

H

I am,” he adds.
And the accolades haven’t
stopped after the World Cup
frenzy got over. Shubman was
picked up by KKR last year,
and he has become an integral
part of the team in this year’s
tournament. “After the World
Cup, people started knowing
me. But with KKR, I think
there’s a trust that has been
built, and people can see that I
can play at this level as well.
And it’s been a great feeling to
be able to play in the IPL in
such a team,” says Shubman.
He beams with joy as he
talks about his matchwinning contributions this
season. “It feels great to be on
the winning side. It feels nice
that you have taken the team
through. [During the closing
stages of the match] there is
pressure on you to hit, but
when you realise that people
have expectations from you,
then you just forget all doubts
and think about what you want
to do. That’s what I try to do,”
he signs off.
n

has got paid more than the
male protagonist either
because of their popularity or
the kind of role.
Remuneration should be at
par with your role in the film
and how many audiences you
can pull into the theatres. It’s
still not balanced but we are
slowly getting there.
n

Prerna Gauba Sibbal
he exuberant ’80s was
the most statementmaking era in
fashion. Think punk
meets power dressing,
neons and prints and
unapologetic sequinned
dresses, and you’ve pretty
much summed up the ‘the more
the merrier’ philosophy. While
the iconic Lady Diana rooted
for structured pantsuits, polka
dots and feminine pussy bows,
pop icon Madonna slayed it in a
panoply of shine-on dresses

T

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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The more the merrier:
’80s fashion makes a
stylish comeback

Kriti Sanon says actors are happy
if a film is successful; it doesn’t matter
if it touches the ₹100-crore mark or not
Sneha Mahadevan

instagram.com/htcity

Pooja Hegde (above),
Kareena Kapoor Khan
(above right) and
Sonam K Ahuja (right)
PHOTOS: PRODIP GUHA,
YOGEN SHAH, INSTAGRAM/
SONAMKAPOOR

and body-con ensembles.
As fashion is cyclical, the
decade makes a triumphant
comeback this season with
Bollywood divas such as
Sonam K Ahuja, Anushka
Sharma, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Twinkle Khanna,
among others, embracing it
with elan on the red carpet.
While Sonam has stayed
partial to exaggerated
sleeved dresses, Anushka has
cut a fine figure in an array of
printed pantsuits for her
outings. The otherwise
understated Twinkle, too,
couldn’t resist the allure of a
fully metallic party dress
which she sported at a recent
outing.
When we spoke to designers,
they felt that ’80s fashion was
bold and fun. “That decade’s
fashion choices were electric
and for them to make a
comeback was a must as they
were the right mix of comfort
and power. They have

resurfaced and are not fads,”
says designer Diksha
Khanna.
Designers say that the
resurgence in womenswear is
made more relevant as per
today’s time. “A lot of ’80s
patterns are back —
kaleidoscopic patterns, bell
bottoms detailing, clashing of
prints, textures and
embroideries — all of which is
just a starting point, but
keeping it modern and fresh is
important. Only then does it
become relevant,” says
designer Anand Bhushan.
Many also believe that back
then the technology used was
not as rampant as today so the
ensembles are more finessed.
“Fashion today is a billion
dollar industry. We have
intense technology which is
used to develop garments so the
influence of the ’80s is here with
a modern twist,” says designer
Rina Dhaka.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

‘I amnotafanofsequelmovies’
BBC’S LUTHER TO GET
INDIA REMAKE
he award-winning BBC
Studios crime thriller
Luther, featuring
Hollywood star Idris Elba, is
set to have an Indian
remake. The Indian version
is yet to be titled and will
be the second Asian version
of the series, after the
award-winning South
Korean remake, Less Than
Evil.

T

“The original series has a
tremendous international
following, and we believe
that an Indian version will
work well,” says Sameer
Nair, CEO of the production
house, which will be making
— PTI
the remake.

With Kolkata Knight
Riders, I think there’s a
trust that has been
built, and people can
see that I can play at
this level as well. And
it’s been a great feeling
to be able to play in
the IPL in such a
team.
SHUBMAN GILL,

Says Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari as good cinema does not need sequels and it
‘lasts for a lifetime in memories’
Pooja Sharma
he first experience is
usually the most special
one, and for Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, her debut
directorial remains
memorable for various
reasons.
Recently as Nil Battey
Sannata (NBS) completed
three years, the director is
glad that she began her career
telling this story.
“I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by certain norms of
Bollywood story-telling. I’d
like to be a hope and change
for a larger cause in society
through my stories. An ode to
make entertaining
unadulterated movies for
archives.”
“I want to tell universal
stories that reach a wider
audience. Cinema and
characters have a way to
mould human life. Love and
appreciation is the by
product,” says Ashwiny.
The film also won her the
first award.
Talking about how it
turned around her career, she
adds, “Awards are motivating
and a reassurance that it is
important to follow your
heart and make different
cinema, and also say at least
he or she has tried something
different.”
NBS was also remade in

T

Tamil . When asked if there
was any thought for a sequel,
and she says that she is “not a
great fan of sequels”.
“I feel cinema like NBS can
only be one, which lasts for
a lifetime in memories. If
we see old cinema, there
has never been a sequel.
It’s only a remake,” adds
Ashwiny.
Both her films, NBS and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (BKB;
2017) were hits and
critically acclaimed.
With a positive track
record, does it only
put pressure to
maintain it?
The director says,
“When you are known
by your movies, it gives a
sense of fulfilment. When
producers say that they
want to make a film like
BKB, you know you’ve added
something to the library of
Indian cinema.”
“There is a lot of effort and
ownership, and one Friday
makes or breaks the film. I
cannot keep making a film
like BKB or NBS. I need to
evolve with time but my
ideologies cannot change. I’ve
learnt to keep expectations
low and do my best. I am in
my own world when I am not
making films. I love writing,
travelling, drawing,
reading, and yoga.”
n

I wanted to tell a story
unfazed by norms of
Bollywood storytelling.
I’d like to be a hope
and change for a larger
cause in society
through my stories
ASHWINY IYER TIWARI
FILMMAKER

Ashwiny
Iyer
Tiwari

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

CRICKETER

Excited to launch a new track: Punit
Sneha Mahadevan
fter releasing the first
song from Student Of The
Year 2 (SOTY2) – The
Jawaani song, the makers of
the Tiger Shroff, Ananya
Panday and Tara Sutaria’s
upcoming teenage drama,
are all set to release their next
track, today.
Titled Mumbai Dilli Di
Kudiyaan, the director of the
film Punit Malhotra, says
he is excited to launch the
desi song.
“Mumbai Dilli Di Kudiyaan
is the equivalent of Radha

A
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

from SOTY (2012) and so
we wanted it to be at par
with the very popular song.
It’s going to be a desi number
and Tiger, Ananya and Tara
had a lot of fun shooting for
the song in that space,” says
Punit.
Unlike the first song, which
was a revamped version of
Kishore Kumar’s 1972 track,
Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani,
from the film Jawani Diwani
(1972), this is an original
track.
Punit says that the
overwhelming response to the
track was a pleasant surprise.

“Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani
is one of my favourite songs.
I am anti-remixes, so I was
very sure that we were
going to remix it with a lot
of class and dignity. This is
one of the better remixes in
today’s time purely because
we have retained Kishore
Kumar’s original voice
in a lot of portions,”
he says.
He also adds that it was a
challenge to live up to the
original SOTY album and a lot
of work has gone into
ensuring that they meet the
expectations.

Filmmaker Punit Malhotra
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Varun Dhawan: The actor, known for his roles in
films such as Badlapur (2015), Badrinath ki
Dulhania (2017) and October (2018), turns 32 today.

Health consciousness may come as a boon
for some. Some efforts will be required to
become completely financially sound. On
the professional front, you will gain by
impressing people who matter, mainly
due
to your sense of responsibility. A
ARIES
family elder’s health concern might act as
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
an inspiration for some. Travelling too much
might make you restless. Losing a substantial
amount in property business is possible.

Health remains comfortable. Your status on
the financial front is likely to get
enhanced. Taking leave from office is not
likely to pose any difficulties; so you
may continue with your plans. Some of
you
can start preparing for the summers
TAURUS
by buying some related products for the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family. Much travelling is envisaged. A
property deal you thought you had clinched
may show signs of slipping through your fingers.

Love Focus: You are likely to take the first step on the romantic front
and brighten up your love life.

Love Focus: Getting into a relationship is possible but don’t be too
hasty about it.

Love Focus: The best way to avoid clashes in a relationship is to avoid
digging into the conversations of disagreement. Be careful of your
words and tone today!

Love Focus: Romance front looks to be good as you respect the
sentiments of lover instead of forcing your will.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Brown

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Light red

Stability on the financial front will come as a
great relief to some. Health remains
perfectly fine. Take care of loose ends at
work as they can cause problems later.
This is a good time for visiting a friend or
relative you are very fond of. An outing
with friends will make your day today as
you are likely to have a wonderful time. An
ancestral property dispute is likely to close in
your favour today.

Financial support will be required by those
aiming for higher studies or starting a
business. Your efforts on the professional
front will be recognised. Mending fences
with a professional rival will be a step in
the right direction. Your prestige on the
social front is set to rise. Those travelling
overseas are set to enjoy the trip to the hilt.
Go ahead with a buying or selling plan of a
property as indicated in your card.

Don’t take any half-measures where health
is concerned. A financial issue can keep
you mentally ill. You can be ticked off for
lagging behind at work. Family harmony
might hamper due to some unwanted
guests at home. Some of you might
enjoy a great vacation in an exotic
location as indicated in your card. Those
embroiled in a legal battle related to property
might get a setback.

It is high time you become conscious of
your health. Your initiative to save money
will come to your rescue during days of
crisis. Much excitement is in store for
you today at work. An academic
achievement of a youngster in the family
SCORPIO
will bring cheer. Travelling to a new
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
location as planned since long might get
shelved due to reasons beyond control. Those
contemplating to buy a plot or flat might go ahead with their plans.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - sEPT 23)

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)

Positive indications are foreseen for those
ailing. A new acquisition can augment
your financial standing. Your methodical
approach in dealing with whatever is
entrusted to you will help you excel at
work. Grievances in a family relationship
will need to be urgently redressed. A plan
of a new property acquisition can distract
you from something important.

LIBRA
(sEPT 24 - OCT 23)

Healthy ways of living that you have
adopted will keep your health at ease. An
encouraging time is foreseen for those
hunting for a suitable job, as your
demand rises. Meeting people in the
family
you have not met in years will
CANCER
make the day quite fulfilling. This is not a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
good day to plan an outing as you might
face discomfort in travelling. Discussions
regarding buying or selling of a property is likely to be fruitful.

Love Focus: Lover may have great expectations from you and you
will not let him or her down.

Love Focus: Start showing interest in the conversations or your
indifferent attitude can put off lover.

Love Focus: Those in romantic mood may have to hold their horses
today.

Love Focus: Lover may seem distant and may not appear his or her
bubbly self.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Light green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Deep red

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Dark brown

Health remains good today. A thumping
success is foreseen for those in the
financial sector. This is the time to
consolidate your position on the
professional front. Some of you may
entertain a family guest today. Some
kind of discomfort is indicated for those
who are contemplating to travel out of
town. Property business is likely to bloom

Choosing healthy alternatives will get you
into a blissful state of health. You can get
at loggerheads with someone close over
a financial issue. Workplace scenario will
be very soothing today to keep you at
peace. A relation or a friend may need
AQUARIUS
your helping hand. Not a good day in
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
terms of property business. Travelling to a
far off place might find you in trouble; be

today for some.

A balanced diet will help you remain hale
and hearty. Money will pose a problem in
realising your dreams. You make your
mark on the professional front by
tackling difficult tasks. It is advisable to
not bring work to home if you want
CAPRICORN
domestic harmony. A long drive with an
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
old friend will refresh fond memories of
yesteryears. It seems not a very good day in
terms of property matters.

careful.

Choosing healthy alternatives will become
necessary to remain in shape and eating
right will be important. Someone will
come to your aid to fund you financially.
Some turbulence can be experienced at
work as things don’t turn out as
PISCES
expected. You are likely to participate in a
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
family function. Positive changes on the
home front are in store for some. A vacation is
likely to materialise for some. A property may come into your name.

Love Focus: Young couples and newlyweds can expect love and
mutual harmony to blossom.

Love Focus: Your romantic endeavours are likely to be rewarded in
full measure, but your efforts will need to be commensurate.

Love Focus: Meticulous preparation to woo lover is likely to brighten
up the romantic front.

Love Focus: A passionate evening is on the cards for those in love, so
don’t forget to dim the lights and put on the soft music!

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV 23 - DEC 21)

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

MATHDOKU

Bill Watterson

DID YOU KNOW?
Guide (1965) waS made in two verSionS
— an EngliSh verSion directed by Tad
DanielewSki and the Hindi verSion by
Dev Anand’S brother Vijay Anand.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3065
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

RV EEE
MUNOR
ILOUCN
AADECF
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

A _____________ iS a gathering of important people who Singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done
- Fred Allen (10)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Reeve, mourn, uncoil, facade
ANSWER: A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can
do nothing, but together can decide that nothing can be done- Fred Allen

‘STARKIDS DOGET CHANCES
PRETTY EASILY’

But actor Bhumi Pednekar is not
grudging her insider peers the
privilege of a Bollywood launchpad

Juhi Chakraborty

ew actors working today can
understand how careers are
made in Bollywood like
Bhumi Pednekar can — the
Dum Laga Ke Haisha (2017) and
Sonchiriya actor was an assistant
casting director before branching
out into acting. And speaking
from experience, Bhumi says
that actors with famous parents
find it easier to land films than
other newcomers do.
“I really feel that this is how
things work here. They (star
kids) get opportunities pretty
easily. But I would like to add
that the amount of hard work
that they have to put in is the
same at the end of the day. After
all, you can survive only on your
credibility as an actor,” says
Bhumi. Incidentally, the actor’s
co-star from her upcoming film,
Ananya Panday (daughter of
actor Chunky Panday) bagged
her second film much before the
release of her debut project.
However, the actor harbours
no resentment about it all. “I
don’t have any hard feeling that
somebody got more
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opportunities than me. I feel that
there might be an opportunity
but to live up to it is completely
on the basis of their talent,” she
adds.
Bhumi recently joined the cast
of Pati, Patni Aur Woh, after
actor Taapsee Pannu was
unceremoniously dropped from
the project. On whether it is
professional for filmmakers to do
something like this, Bhumi, who
will be sharing screen with
Taapsee in a biographical film,
says, “My journey has just about
started I don’t understand yet
how all of this works and what’s
the mechanism behind it.
Taapsee and I are good friends.
Both of us are putting our heart
and soul in our film.”
Another actor that Bhumi is
looking forward to working with
is Kartik Aaryan, also because
both of them have worked in
similar films. “I am quite excited.
Kartik plays a regular boy-nextdoor in romantic comedies and so
have I. Except for Sonchiriya, all
my films have been romantic
comedies, but with a message,”
she concludes.
n

But the amount of hard
work that they have to
put in is the same at the
end of the day. You can
survive only on your
credibility as an actor
BHUMI PEDNEKAR ACTOR

Kajol with her daughter, Nysa

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KAJOL

Mediashouldgive
Nysaabreak,
saysmomKajol
ctor Kajol has responded
to the question of her
daughter, Nysa Devgn,
making a Hindi film debut by
saying that people should give
the teenager some space.
Actor couple Ajay Devgn
and Kajol are often seen
talking about how kids suffer a
lot due to the star status of
their parents. Recently, during
the promotion of Total
Dhamaal,
Ajay said that he and his
wife are stars, therefore, he
understands that they will be
scrutinised at some point.
However, he said that he finds
it inappropriate when his kids
go through the same level of
judgement.
Talking about Nysa’s career
plans, Kajol said, “She (Nysa)

A

is just 16 years old. I think you
(media and people) can give
her a break and some space.
Recently, she has celebrated
her 16th birthday. Right now,
she is studying in 10th
standard and she is preparing
for her board exams.”
On Saturday, Kajol posted a
picture of herself with Nysa on
social media, wishing her
daughter on her birthday and
also penned an emotional note
for her.
“Happy 16th birthday to my
sweet sweet baby. I still feel
the weight of you in my arms
and I don’t think that will ever
change. However old you grow
know that you will always be
my heartbeat,” wrote Kajol on
Instagram.

IANS

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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