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MARUTI TO PHASE OUT DIESEL CARS, SEES
WEAK YEAR AHEAD
>htbusiness p13

OIL AT 6-MONTH
HIGH, CROSSES
$75/BARREL

‘N KOREA READY TO DENUCLEARISE’
PUTIN SAID AFTER HIS SUMMIT WITH KIM JONG, >>htworld p12

>> p13

‘Conspiracy against CJI’
to be probed by ex-judge

INSURERS SIT ON
₹530 CR FARM
INSURANCE PAY,
FINES IMPOSED

NEW PANEL Justice Ramana recuses from panel investigating harassment plaint

n

Ashok Bagriya

owe hundreds of crores of rupees
to farmers in crop-insurance
claims, stoking farm distress and
prompting the government to
impose steep fines on insurers
for the first time, official data
reviewed by HT show.
Under a new rule introduced
in October 2018 (which took
effect in January 2019), insurance companies will have to pay
fines for delaying payment of
crop-insurance claims.
These claims have become a
political issue amid an agrarian
crisis and the ongoing parliamentary elections.
Enforcement of this new rule
governing the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) —
the flagship subsidised farm
insurance scheme of the current
government — has revealed the
magnitude of the problem: outstanding claims owed to farmers
amounted to nearly ~530 crore
until March 31, 2019.
To be sure, some of this
amount may have been paid out
by the companies since.
About “eight companies”
have now been slapped with a
fine of ~16 crore for various
delays, a person familiar with
the matter said on condition of
anonymity.
An insurance company must
now make payments within 30
days of receiving all claims-related data, failing which penalty
at a rate of 12% of the outstanding
is levied.

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BUSY DAY AT TOP COURT

NEWDELHI: A three-judge bench of

‘CONSPIRACY’ CASE

SEX HARASSMENT CASE

justice Arun Mishra, justice RF
Nariman and justice Deepak
Gupta on Thursday ordered a
probe by retired Supreme Court
judge AK Patnaik into allegations by an advocate that there is
a larger conspiracy to frame
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi, against whom a former
staffer has levelled charges of
sexual harassment.
Separately, Supreme Court
justice NV Ramana recused himself from the three-member committee formed to inquire into the
allegations. Justice Indu Malhotra replaced justice Ramana on
the committee. Justice Malhotra
is also a member of the Gender
Sensitisation and Internal Complaints Committee at the
Supreme Court. Justice Ramana’s exit came a day after the
former SC staffer wrote a letter to
the committee raising concerns
over his presence on it.
In her letter dated 24 April, she
wrote: “I would humbly submit
that since I was posted in the CJI’s
residence office, I know that justice N V Ramana is a close friend
of the CJI and is like a family
member to him. Justice Ramana
is a frequent visitor to the residence of the CJI. Because of this I
fear that my affidavit and evidence will not receive an objective and fair hearing.”

■ Supreme Court appoints ex-top

■ Justice NV Ramana recuses

shortstories
GALLOWS TO MAN
ALREADY ON
DEATH ROW FOR
KILLING FOUR
CHANDIGARH: A Punjab and
Haryana high court division bench
has confirmed death sentence to
a Fatehgarh Sahib resident for
killing four persons of a family,
including two minors, in 2004. The
convict, Khushwinder Singh, 45, is
already on death row and sentence has been upheld by the
Supreme Court in March this year
for murdering his wife’s six
relatives in 2012.
››P3

Minister resigns, SL
cuts death toll to 253
COLOMBO : Sri Lankan authorities
on Thursday revised the toll from
Easter bombings down to 253,
from the previous figure of 359,
explaining that some of the badly
mutilated bodies had been
double-counted. The health
ministry said medical examiners
had completed all autopsies by
late Thursday, and had concluded
that several victims killed in the
attacks on Sunday, were counted
more than once. ››AGENCIES

Pak: India delaying talks on
Kartarpur corridor pact
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday accused India of delaying the
delegation-level talks to finalise
the agreement to operationalise
the Kartarpur corridor. The
Kartarpur corridor links Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s Narowal with Dera Baba Nanak shrine
in Punjab. A foreign office spokesperson Mohammad Faisal said:
“Pakistan is keen that the Kartarpur corridor becomes operational
as per the schedule.
››P3

Two Hizbul militants
gunned down in Kashmir
SRINAGAR : Two Kashmiri militants affiliated to Hizbul Mujahideen were killed in an encounter
with the security forces in south
Kashmir’s Anantnag district on
Thursday, officials said. Following
credible inputs about militant
presence, a cordon and search
operation was launched by police
and security forces at Bagender
Mohalla in Bijbehara area on
Thursday morning. The search
party was fired upon by the
militants who were hiding in the
››P6
house.

Biden launches 2020
White House bid
WASHINGTON: Former Vice
President Joe Biden formally
joined the crowded Democratic
presidential contest on Thursday,
declaring the “soul of this nation”
at stake if President Donald
Trump wins re-election. In a video
posted on Twitter , Biden focused
on the 2017 deadly clash between
white supremacists and counter
protesters in Charlottesville,
››P12
Virginia.

court judge AK Patnaik to probe
advocate’s allegations of a larger
conspiracy to frame CJI Ranjan
Gogoi in sex harassment case

himself from the inquiry
panel to probe allegations
of sexual harassment by CJI
Gogoi. He is replaced by
justice Indu Malhotra

■ SC orders chiefs of CBI and IB and

Delhi Police commissioner to
assist justice Patnaik

■ Justice Ramana in a letter to

justice Bobde wrote, “My
decision to recuse is only
based on an intent to avoid
any suspicion that this
institution will not conduct
itself in keeping with the
highest standards of judicial
propriety”

■ Upon completion of

inquiry, justice Patnaik
will file a report in a
sealed cover before the
court after which the
matter will be
heard again

“Don’t play with fire… We want to send a message to
people of the country, the rich and powerful that they
cannot control or run this court,” JUSTICE ARUN MISHRA
The three-member panel is
headed by justice SA Bobde and
also has justice Indira Banerjee
on it. It was constituted by the
Supreme Court on Tuesday after
a full court resolution to the effect
was passed.
Justice Bobde confirmed that
he had received a recusal letter
from justice Ramana.
In his letter to justice Bobde,
justice Ramana wrote: “My decision to recuse is only based on an
intent to avoid any suspicion that
this institution will not conduct
itself in keeping with the highest
standards of judicial propriety

and wisdom. It is the extraordinary nature of the complaint, and
the evolving circumstances and
discourse that underly my decision to recuse and not the
grounds cited by the complainant
per se. Let my recusal be a clear
message to the nation that there
should be no fears about probity
in our institution, and that we
will not refrain from going to any
extent to protect the trust reposed
in us. That is, after all, our final
source of moral strength.”
The former staffer, on April 19,
wrote a letter to 22 judges of the
top court seeking an inquiry into

an alleged incident of sexual harassment by the CJI. The threemember committee is to begin its
inquiry into the matter from Friday. According to a notice served
on the former staffer by the
Supreme Court registry, the
inquiry will begin at 12.30 pm at
the Supreme Court and the proceedings will be held in camera.
Earlier, the bench looking into
the allegations by lawyer Utsav
Bains, claiming that the allegations against Chief Justice Gogoi
were part of a conspiracy involving the former staffer, two
recently fired Supreme Court
clerks, and corporate fixers,
ordered the directors of the Central Bureau of Investigation and
the Intelligence Bureau, and the
Delhi Police commissioner to
cooperate with justice Patnaik.
Drawing a distinction between
the probe being conducted by a
three-member committee and the
one being ordered by it, the bench
said, “We make it clear that this
inquiry shall not be with respect
to the alleged misbehaviour
involving the Chief Justice of
India. This is with respect to the
contents of the affidavits,
whether the affidavits are correct
or not.”
“The outcome of the inquiry
shall not affect the in-house procedure/inquiry which is pending
in the administrative side in any
manner whatsoever,” added the
court order.
CONTINUED ON P9
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In home constituency,
PM’s show of strength
Sudhir Kumar and Kumar Uttam
n

VARANASI: A day before he files his
NEW DELHI: Insurance companies

nomination papers for re-election, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday participated in
a spectacular electoral roadshow
attended by tens of thousands of
supporters in his Lok Sabha constituency, culminating in the
daily evening aarti on the banks
of the Ganga.
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
supporters, joined by ordinary
residents, showered rose petals
on Modi’s cavalcade as it made its
way through the narrow lanes of
the city. Riding a heavily guarded
sports utility vehicle, the PM
waved to people who crowded the
rooftops and balconies of houses
along the 6 kilometre route of the
roadshow that started at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) and
ended at Dashashwamedh Ghat.
People also lined the streets for
hours to catch a glimpse of Modi,
who landed at BHU around 5 pm
and garlanded a statue of its
founder Madan Mohan Malaviya
outside the campus before setting
off on his road show. The event
was delayed by almost two hours,
and Modi reached Dashashwamedh Ghat around 7.45 pm to take

n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: In a first case of its kind,

Punjab jails minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa dismissed from
service Patiala jail superintendent Rajan Kapur, two assistant
superintendents and a head
warder, for running an extortion
racket in the prison with the help
of gangsters.
The minister also ordered registration of an FIR against the
officials and the gangsters at the
Organised Crime Control Unit,
Mohali, which will investigate
the matter further.
The home department has
issued orders of dismissal of jail
superintendent Rajan Kapur,
assistant superintendents Vikas
Sharma and Sukhjinder Singh;
and head warder Pragan Singh.
IG Kunwar Vijay Pratap
Singh, who conducted an

n

Rajan Kapur, the dismissed
superintendent of Patiala jail.

inquiry into the allegations
against the said officials,
indicted them for running the
extortion racket in league with
some gangsters. “It was established during investigation that
gangster Gourav alias Goru
Bacha, along with gangster Amit
Malik@ Bhura and Gurjant
Bholu were working as de-facto
superintendents of Patiala jail
under the patronage of the then

India, China begin to prepare
for 2nd informal summit
Rezaul H Laskar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:With nearly a month to

go for the results of the general
election, India and China have
quietly begun preparing for the
second informal summit
between their top leadership
that is expected to build on the
gains of the first such meeting in
Wuhan and bridge differences on
key issues.
New Delhi initially suggested
dates in November for the meeting, set to be held in India, but
later agreed on dates in October
after Beijing said the timing of
the summit should be advanced
so that the momentum created
by the Wuhan meeting isn’t dissipated, people familiar with the
developments on both sides said.
A full plate of issues, including contentious matters such as
the disputed border, especially
in Arunachal Pradesh; India’s
opposition to China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI); and
China’s position on Pakistanbased terrorists, will be on the
agenda for the summit, which an
Indian official said would be
“qualitatively different” from
the Wuhan meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping in April
2018.
“The Wuhan summit was held

bir Singh Jimmi of Patiala.
During inquiry, many
inmates voluntarily gave statements about the extortion racket
prevalent in the prison. The IG
also listed three mobile numbers
and a smart phone used by the
gangsters to run the racket.
Principal secretary, jail
department, in the dismissal
order said, “The unlawful activities on part of Rajan Kapur and
the other officials have posed a
danger to the security of the
nation. Thus it is not reasonable
to hold a further inquiry and the
said officials are dismissed from
service with immediate effect.
Talking to HT, Randhawa
said: “It was proven beyond
doubt that Kapur was indulging
in malpractices. I agree to report
submitted by IG, ADGP (jails)
and further comments of secretary, jails department, and
ordered the dismissals.”

mustread
INDIA HUNTS FOR
SLEEPER CELLS
Following the deadly Easter
Sunday serial blasts in Sri
Lanka, in which hundreds were
killed by an Islamic State
inspired outfit National
Towheed Jama’at (NTJ), Kerala
and Tamil Nadu police in
association with the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) and
central intelligence agencies
have launched a massive
exercise to look for possible
“sleeper cells”.
››P9

PM Narendra Modi at a roadshow in Varanasi on Thursday.

part in the aarti.
BJP president Amit Shah,
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath and other party leaders were in Varanasi to receive
the PM and attend the roadshow.

AFP

Modi sat on the banks of the
Ganga with folded hands
throughout the aarti for about
half-an-hour, clapping in
between and singing bhajans.
CONTINUED ON P9

HTINTERVIEW
Padma Rao Sundarji
n

Padma.rao@htlive.com

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan Prime
n

jail superintendent Rajan
Kapur,” summarised the report
of Kunwar Vijay Partap.
The inquiry was marked after
Brajesh Thakur, the main
accused in Muzaffarpur shelter
home sex scam, alleged that jail
officials and gangsters sexually
abused him on camera and then
extorted ₹15 lakh from his family. Thakur’s family wrote an
email to chief minister’s office
and the minister concerned, and
an inquiry was marked.
In his report, IG Pratap said,
“The entire episode (sex and
filming) by gangsters with the
victim was smartly managed by
assistant superintendents Vikas
Sharma and Sukhjinder Singh
under the patronage of Rajan
Kapur. A sum of ₹15 lakh was
extorted by gangster Goru Bacha
through hawala and a part of it
was paid to Kapur”. They also
extorted ₹7 lakh from one Kiran-

n

Will seek Pakistan
help to trace
terrorists if
needed: Lanka PM

Extortion racket: Patiala jail supdt, 3
other officials dismissed from service
Vishal Rambani

letters@hindustantimes.com
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Rebel AAP legislator Nazar Singh Manshaia (C) joining the
Congress in the presence of CM Capt Amarinder Singh and jails
minister Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

Dissident AAP MLA
Manshahia dumps
Khaira to join Cong
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) legislator Nazar Singh
Manshahia, who revolted
against the party leadership last
year to back Bholath MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira, joined the Congress on Thursday.
The Mansa MLA defected to
the ruling party here in the presence of chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh and rural development minister Tript Rajinder
Singh Bajwa. “His joining will
strengthen the Congress. It is a
clear sign of complete disillusionment within the AAP,”
Amarinder said in a statement.
Manshahia also resigned from
the membership of the state
assembly. “As my decision to join
the Congress would have
attracted disqualification under
the anti-defection law, I have sent
my resignation as MLA to the
speaker,” he told HT. On whether
he would seek re-election as candidate of the Congress in the
bypoll once the seat is declared
vacant, he said the party leadership would take the call.
His defection is a setback for

Khaira who formed his separate
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP) after
quitting the AAP and is contesting from the Bathinda Lok Sabha
constituency. The Mansa assembly constituency is part of
the Bathinda parliamentary seat
and he was counting on his
support.
AAP leader and leader of
opposition Harpal Singh
Cheema said that Manshahia
betrayed the people who elected
him by voting against the Congress and SAD. “The Congress
efforts to poach on MLAs of other
parties show its desperation and
lack of confidence going into Lok
Sabha polls,” he said.
A first-time MLA, Manshahia
was among the seven legislators
who sided with Khaira after he
was removed from the post of the
leader of opposition in Punjab
assembly in July year. Though
Khaira and Jaitu MLA Baldev
Singh, who is the PEP candidate
from Faridkot, resigned from the
AAP, he and four other dissident
MLAs remained in the party.
They supported Khaira when he
floated the new party. Manshahia also campaigned for Khaira
in Bathinda a week ago.

Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
sent written responses to
e-mailed questions from Hindustan Times on Easter Sunday’s
suicide attacks on churches and
hotels in Colombo, in which 253
people, including at least 45 children, were killed and hundreds
injured. Till the time of going to
press, 76 arrests were made
which, according to media
reports, include nine Pakistani
nationals.
India’s National Investigation Agency NIA last year
charged a Colombo-based Pakistan diplomat of plotting to
attack the US and Israeli consulates in India and sent multiple
warnings to Colombo ahead of
this week’s terror attack, based
upon intelligence and the interrogation of men connected with
the same plot. Wickremesinghe
also answered questions on the
rise of Islamist radicalism in Sri
Lanka, intelligence-sharing
with India and Colombo’s close
ties with Islamabad. Edited
excerpts:

›

CONTINUED ON P9

While we are
investigating the
possibility of foreign links,
there is no evidence yet to
suggest any particular
country has
backed these
terrorists
RANIL
WICKREMESINGHE,
Lanka PM

NEW CAUSE

Terror plotter Bhatkal now a Tihar protest leader
n

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
along the East Lake in Wuhan, China, in April.
PTI FILE

against the backdrop of the military standoff at Doklam and was
aimed at a reset in ties. There
was strategic guidance from the
leaders that things were better at
the top and this message was
sent down and resulted in better
understanding in all arms of the
government,” said the Indian
official, who didn’t want to be
identified.
“It restored some of the trust
that had been lost and there has
been better management of each
other’s sensitivities. In the second summit, we expect to move
beyond the ghost of Doklam and

truly build on the Wuhan spirit,”
the official added, noting
how both sides were making a
conscious effort not to play up
differences, including issues
such as India’s decision to skip
China’s second Belt and Road
Forum and Beijing’s hold
on efforts to designate Jaish-eMohammed chief Masood Azhar
at the UN’s 1267 Sanctions Committee.
People familiar with the
thinking in official quarters in
Beijing said China is looking to
take up issues under four broad
areas at the summit.

Prawesh Lama
n

prawesh.lama@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian Mujahideen
(IM) operative Yasin Bhatkal
waged a war to create a Caliphate until he was arrested in
2013 and sentenced to death
three years later. Bhatkal
now appears to have made
new friends in Delhi’s Tihar
Jail, where he is on death row,
and is fighting for another
cause — the use of induction
cookers.
A prison officer, who did
not wish to be named, said
Bhatkal last week led a twoday hunger strike demanding

n

Yasin Bhatkal

HT FILE

that jail inmates be allowed
continued use of the cookers.
Jail authorities had
allowed prisoners to use
induction cookers in December to warm water and milk

when the mercury plummeted to a record low in a decade. The cookers were withdrawn this month after complaints that prisoners were
misusing them to cook food in
violation of norms.
Prisoners are not allowed
to cook and get food from the
jail kitchen.
Bhatkal has made friends
with suspected Delhi gangster
Ravi Kapoor, who is in prison
for allegedly murdering journalist Soumya Viswanathan
and executive Jigisha Ghosh,
the officer added. Another IM
operative, Asadullah Haddi,
and some members of north-

east Delhi’s Cheenu gang
joined Bhatkal and Kapoor for
the strike. Active in parts of
northeast Delhi, several
members of a criminal gang
led by a man named Cheenu
have been arrested for arms
smuggling, extortion, land
grabbing, and murder.
“For two days, they refused
to eat. It was only after talking
to many prisoners and
explaining to them the problems that they left Bhatkal
alone and later he also withdrew the protest. Later, we
realised Bhatkal was instigating them,” the prison officer
said.
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

to your diktat to MLAs,
Harsimratan‘arrogantlady’,she Stick
ministers, Sukhbir tells CM
betrayedstate’sinterests:Capt
HT Correspondent
n

IN BADAL BASTION Says she failed to support Punjab in its ‘various confrontations with central govt’
Sachin Kumar
n

sachin.kumar2@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Chief minister Capt

Amarinder Singh on Thursday
said Union minister and Akali
Dal nominee from the Bathinda
constituency, Harsimrat Kaur
Badal, is an “arrogant lady” who
betrayed Punjab and its people
for having failed to support the
stateinitsvariousconfrontations
with the central government.
Addressingapressconference
after accompanying the Congress’ candidate from Bathinda,
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring,
for filing his nomination from
BathindaLokSabhasegment,the
CM said, “I always considered
her an arrogant lady. The people
of Bathinda will punish the MP
(Harsimrat) for her arrogance
and the sacrilege incidents that
occurred during the SAD-BJP
government’stenureinPunjab.”
State finance minister ManpreetBadalandotherseniorCongress leaders also accompanied
him. The CM said the people of
the state have not forgotten the
Bargari or Behbal Kalan incidents, which were a brazen
attempt by the Badals to create
communal tension in the state.
“Parkash Singh Badal had no
businessinterveninginthepolice
firinginvestigation,andtheElection Commission crossed its line
by shifting out a key special
investigationteam(SIT)officer,”
he said.
“We have to free Punjab from
theBadalfamily,”hesaid,adding
thatheplannedtospendtwodays
eachinBathinda,Ferozepurand
Gurdaspur Lok Sabha segments

›

We have to free
Punjab from the Badal
family. I will spend two
days each in Bathinda and
Ferozepur segments to
ensure Harsimrat and
Sukhbir get defeated.
AMARINDER SINGH, CM

toensuredefeatofHarsimrat,her
husbandSukhbirBadalandBJP
nominee Sunny Deol.
On Partap Singh Bajwa’s
remarks against the Congress
high command’s decision to pin
responsibilityforthecandidates’
electoralperformanceonPunjab
ministersandMLAs,theCMsaid
while victory or defeat was the
responsibility of entire party,
senior leaders have to be held
more accountable. He warned
that senior leaders found trying
to sabotage the prospects of any
candidate would have to face the
consequences. Onthepossibility
ofCongressseekingsupportfrom
DeraSachaSaudainthepolls,he
said the party is not in contact
with the sect.

n

Chief minister Amarinder Singh addressing a gathering in support of Congress candidate Dr Amar Singh
BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT
(2L) in Fatehgarh Sahib constituency on Thursday.

‘Badals made a brazen bid
at polarising communities’
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FATEHGARH SAHIB : Chief minister

SKIPS ROADSHOW
As per the schedule, the CM was
totakepartinaroadshowinsupport of Warring, but did not, citing bad weather. Some traders
alsoobjectedtoheightenedsecurityinDhobiBazaarinviewofthe
CM’s roadshow. Some of them
also closed their shops in resentmentbutbudgedaftersomeCongress leaders intervened.

Amarinder Singh on Thursday
accused the Badals of trying to
polarisecommunitiesinPunjab,
puttingtheblamesquarelyonthe
Akalis for the spate of sacrilege
incidentsandpolicefiringatBehbalKalanandKotkapurain2015.
Addressing a rally in support
of Congress candidate from
FatehgarhSahib,DrAmarSingh
whofiledhisnominationpapers,

the CM exhorted the voters to
“punishtheAkalisfortheirsins”.
“They did nothing to control
thesituationandallowedittoget
out of hand, which clearly indicated their involvement in the
Behbal Kalan and other incidents.Enjoyforonemoremonth
andthenyouwillmeetyourfate,”
he warned the Badals.
Asserting that the Akal Takth
was the ‘jaan’ and ‘shaan’ (life
and pride) of Sikhs, Amarinder
called upon the people to teach
the Badals a lesson for eroding

the dignity of the highest temporalseatofthecommunitybysummoning and giving orders to the
jathedar.
“Myancestorshadhistoricties
with the holy city of Fatehgarh
Sahib and I will maintain them,”
said the CM.
Appealingtopeopletovotefor
Dr Amar Singh, Amarinder said
the Congress was committed to
thedevelopmentofPunjabwhich
witnessedunprecedenteddecline
during the SAD-BJP rule spanning 10 years.

assetswatch
ASSETS IN 2014 (including
spouse’s): ₹4.51 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.28 crore
Cash in hand: ₹14.64 Lakh
Bank balance: ₹68.18 lakh
Vehicles: ₹31.23 lakh (Maruti Zen,
Mahindra Rexton and Hyundai i20)
IMMOVABLE ₹1.2 crore (agricultural
land and residential plot)
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹1.1 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹2 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.20 crore
IMMOVABLE: ₹80 lakh

AMRINDER SINGH
RAJA WARRING
PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Bathinda
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse): ₹8.96 crore
ASSETS IN 2017 (including
spouse): ₹2.87 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.86 crore
Cash in hand: ₹2.09 lakh
Bank balance: ₹6.35 lakh
Jewellery: ₹3 lakh
Investment in business:
₹62.55 lakh
Vehicles: Toyota Innova (₹12. 22
lakh), Maruti Ciaz (₹7.95 lakh)
IMMOVABLE: ₹3.62 crore
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹1.04 crore
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹3.47 crore
MOVABLE: ₹26.04 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹3.21 crore

(₹60,000)
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.10 crore (land
worth ₹60 lakh, residential property
worth ₹50 lakh)

Cash in hand: ₹25,000
Jewellery: ₹1.5 lakh
Bank balance: ₹5.87 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.17 crore (residential
plot)
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹90 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS (TOTAL): ₹2.8 crore
MOVABLE: ₹51.5 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹2.29 crore

JUSTICE
ZORA SINGH

DR AMAR SINGH

NEENA MITTAL
PARTY: Aam Aadmi Party
CONSTITUENCY: Patiala
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹6.44 crore
MOVABLE: ₹69.73 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹72,193
Jewellery: ₹15 lakh
Bank balance: ₹511
Vehicles: Hyundai Santro (₹3.5 lakh)
IMMOVABLE: ₹75 lakh (indl plot)
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹23.15 Lakh
HUSBAND’S ASSETS: ₹5 crore
MOVABLE: ₹1.3 crore
IMMOVABLE: ₹3.7 crore

DR DHARAMVIRA
GANDHI
PARTY: Nawan Punjab Party
CONSTITUENCY: Patiala
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹4.48 crore

PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Fatehgarh Sahib
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹3.26 crore
MOVABLE: ₹9.6 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹25,000
Jewellery: ₹1.62 lakh
Bank balance: ₹5.85 Lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.49 crore (residential property)
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹1.67 crore
MOVABLE: ₹18.73 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.49 crore

PARAMJIT KAUR
KHALRA

DARBARA SINGH
GURU

PARTY: Punjab Ekta Party
CONSTITUENCY: Khadoor Sahib
ASSETS IN 2019: ₹1.13 crore
MOVABLE: ₹3.10 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹10,000
Bank balance: ₹2.4 lakh
Vehicles: Honda Aviator scooter

PARTY: Shiromani Akali Dal
CONSTITUENCY: Fatehgarh Sahib
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹4.04 crore
ASSETS IN 2017 (including
spouse’s): ₹4.44 crore
MOVABLE: ₹7.7 lakh

CONSTITUENCY: Faridkot
(reserved)
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹75.13 lakh
ASSETS IN 2017 (including
spouse’s): ₹60.47 lakh
MOVABLE: ₹10.75 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹1.6 lakh
Jewellery: ₹3 lakh
Bank balance: ₹4.13 lakh
Vehicles: Maruti Swift (₹2 lakh),
scooter (₹ 2,500)
IMMOVABLE: ₹56.30 lakh
TOTAL LIABILITIES ₹15.10 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹8.08 lakh
MOVABLE: ₹8.08 lakh
IMMOVABLE: None

RAVNEET SINGH
BITTU
PARTY: Aam Aadmi party
CONSTITUENCY: Jalandhar
ASSETS in 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹5.45 crore
MOVABLE: ₹69.78 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹75,000
Jewellery: ₹1.92 lakh
Bank balance: ₹17.08 lakh
Vehicles: Land Rover (₹31.15 lakh)
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.85 crore
TOTAL LIABILITIES: ₹9.6 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹2.9 crore
MOVABLE: ₹79.89 lakh
IMMOVABLE: ₹2.11 crore

BALDEV SINGH
Party: Punjab Ekta Party

HT Correspondent

dates filed their nomination
papers on Thursday, the fourth
day of the process, to contest the
Lok Sabha election to be held in
single phase in the state on May
19,aseniorpollpanelofficialsaid.
So far, 107 nominations have
beenfiled, Punjabchief electoral
officer S Karuna Raju said. CongresscandidatesAmrinderSingh
RajaWarring,AmarSingh,Ravneet Singh Bittu, Akali nominee
DS Guru, Nawan Punjab Party
candidate Dharmavira Gandhi
were prominent among those
who filed papers.
Warring, Singh, Bittu, Guru
and Gandhi filed their nomination from Bathinda, Fatehgarh
Sahib, Ludhiana, Fatehgarh
Sahib and Patiala, respectively.
AAP’s Peter Masih filed his
papers from Gurdaspur seat
while Punjab Ekta Party nominee Paramjit Kaur Khalra from
Khadoor Sahib.
PTI

PITTED AGAINST CONG’S
GURJIT AUJLA, PURI
KICKS OFF ELECTION
CAMPAIGN IN PRESENCE
OF PUNJAB BJP CHIEF
SHWAIT MALIK

AMRITSAR : Union minister of
state for housing and urban
affairs and BJP candidate from
Amritsar Hardeep Singh Puri
on Thursday said he would
become voice of the constituency in the Union cabinet if
given a mandate by the voters.
Puri, who is pitted against
Congress’s Gurjit Singh Aujla
besides others, kicked off his
election campaign in the presence of Punjab BJP president
Shwait Malik and other senior
party leaders after holding a
press conference in Amritsar.
“If you give me the opportunity in this election, I will raise
your concerns in the Union cabinet as the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) is
sure to form government at the
Centre again,” said Puri, who

n

BJP candidate Hardeep Singh Puri (C) with state party president
Shwait Malik (L) in Amritsar on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

was also accompanied by his
wife Laxmi Puri and sitting
Fatehgarh Sahib MP Harinder
Singh Khalsa, who recently
joined the BJP.
On the “outsider” tag, he said,
“Some people unsuccessfully

tried to create an ‘insider-versus-outsider’ narrative in
Amritsar. Is Rahul Gandhi
(Congress president) an insider
in Wayanad?”
On the Kartarpur corridor
issue, the BJP nominee said he

had told his colleagues not to
mix the corridor with security
issues with Pakistan as the two
are separate.
“I hope the Kartarpur corridor will take shape irrespective
of the tension between two countries,” he added.
The diplomat-turned-politician refused to comment on the
sacrilege issue for which the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD),
BJP’s alliance partner, is facing
a backlash and said he will make
Amritsar his place of his permanent residence.

n

Shirmoani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal addressing a
HT PHOTO
gathering in Muktsar district on Thursday.

›

He should stick to his words. As the Congress is
losing even in Patiala, his home turf, he will have to
resign from the post of CM going by his statement.
SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL, Akali Dal president

by the Congress government.
People are at the receiving
end as the Congress ignored
their core issues. Suvidha centres, shagun and pension
schemes that the Akali Dal
started have been discontinued,” he said addressing the

Amarinder has lost
confidence in his
party men: Khaira

party workers.
“People will remember Amarinder as the most inefficient
chief minister in the history of
the state as he has betrayed
them even after swearing on the
sacred Guru Granth Sahib,” he
further said.

Khaira resigns as
MLA to contest
from Bathinda
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Punjab Ekta Party

(PEP)chiefSukhpalSinghKhaira
on Thursday said chief minister
Amarinder Singh has no confidencein his ministersandMLAs
as he is saying they will pay the
priceiftheCongresslosespollsin
the state.
Addressing a rally in Tarn
Taran in support of party candidate Paramjit Kaur Khalra, who
iscontestingfromKhadoorSahib
under the banner of the Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA) and
later filed her nomination,
Khaira said, “This is because the
Congress government has failed
toeradicatedrugsandcorruption
and stop farmer suicides.” PDA
comprisesPEP,LokInsaafParty
(LIP), Bahujan Samaj Party,
Nawan Punjab Party and the
Communist Party of India (CPI).
Later, Khalra was accompaniedbyAkaliDal(Taksali)secretary general Sewa Singh Sekhwan and his party colleague
former army chief General
(retired)JJSingh,whowithdrew
his candidature from the seat in
her support, when she filed her
nominationpapers.Khaira,however, skipped it.

AMRITSAR : A day before filing his

‘CAPTAIN IS
BHAJAN LAL
OF PUNJAB’
CHANDIGARH: Taken
aback by the defection of
Mansa MLA Nazar
Singh Manshahia, Punjab Ekta Party (PEP)
chief Sukhpal Singh
Khaira accused chief
minister Captain Amarinder Singh of introducing the “aya ram,
gaya ram” (defection
culture) in Punjab.
Calling him the new
Bhajan Lal of Punjab,
Khaira blamed Amarinder for the defection of
HTC
the Mansa MLA.

She said, “As my husband
(activist late Jaswant Singh
Khalra) gave his life for human
rights, my fight is for the human
rights only.”
Sekhwan said, “As we are getting an overwhelming support
fromthepeopleofKhadoorSahib,
Khalra’svictoryiscertain.Every
Sikh of the constituency is campaigning for her.”

nomination from the Bathinda,
Punjab Ekta Party (PEP) leader
Sukhpal Singh Khaira resigned
from the state assembly on
Thursday as Bholath MLA.
Khairahadfloatedhisoutfitafter
quitting the Aam Aadmi Party.
Khaira,whowastakingpartin
arallyinfavourofKhadoorSahib
PEP candidate Paramjit Kaur
Khalra in Tarn Taran, said: “I
have sent my resignation to the
Vidhan Sabha speaker.”
“SinceIwillbefilingmynominationpapersasthePunjabDemocratic Alliance candidate from
the Bathinda Lok Sabha seat on
Friday, I have decided to relinquishmyBholathseatasanMLA
to uphold morality and ethics in
politics,” Khaira wrote .
CHEEMA DUBS IT A
POLITICAL STUNT
Leader of opposition Harpal
Cheema on Thursday termed
Khaira’s resignation as member
of assemblya “political stunt”to
betraythepeopleonceagain.Ina
statement, he said it showed he
did not want to leave the post
ofMLAandthesamewasproved
by the way he had tendered his
resignation.

PARTY: Congress
CONSTITUENCY: Ludhiana
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹5.9 crore
ASSETS IN 2014 (including
spouse’s): ₹4.7 crore
MOVABLE: ₹16.2 lakh
Cash in hand: ₹2.9 lakh
Jewellery: ₹2.9 lakh
Bank balance: ₹3.12 lakh
Vehicles: Maruti Esteem
Weapons: 1 pistol (₹24,000)
IMMOVABLE: ₹5.6 crore
(agricultural land and
residential property)
TOTAL LIABILITIES:
₹33.3 lakh
WIFE’S ASSETS: ₹15.7 lakh

49 nominees file
papers on Day 4

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MUKTSAR :A day after chief minister Amarinder Singh warned
the party leaders to perform to
ensure the victory of Congress
candidates, Shirmoani Akali
Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Thursday said
Amarinder should keep his
promise.
Welcoming some workers
back in the party fold in Gidderbaha of Muktsar, the former
deputy chief minister said,
“Chief minister Amarinder
Singh should stick to his words.
As the Congress is losing even in
Patiala, his home turf, he
will have to resign from the post
of chief minister going by his
statement.”
Reacting to Bhagwant
Mann’s allegation of match-fixing between the Congress and
Akali Dal on some seats, he
said, “Bhagwant Mann is a frustrated man as no one listens to
him now.”
He also canvassed in villages
of the Abohar assembly constituency. “The various welfare
schemes started by the SADBJP alliance have been stopped

POLLDIARY

If elected, will become voice of Amritsar
constituency in Union cabinet, says Puri
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Forty-nine candi-

n

Hindustan Shakti Sena candidate Rajvir Kaur on her way to file nomination riding a horse in
HT PHOTO
Sangrur on Thursday.

Sangrur nominee files papers in Queen of Jhansi getup
SANGRUR: A candidate of the

Hindustan Shakti Sena,Rajvir
Kaur, on Thursday filed her
nomination in Queen of
Jhansi getup. Kaur, who is
contesting from the Sangrur

Lok Sabha constituency,
reached district election office
riding a horse. She was accompanied by national president
of the Shiv Sena (Hindustan)
Pawan Kumar Gupta and

other supporters. Kaur said
her dress will give a message
to Punjabi women to come
forward to participate in
the mainstream politics for
their rights.

Ravneet Bittu fails to
ride his lucky charm

BJP burnishes Sunny’s
‘patriotic’ credentials

LUDHIANA:Surrounded by his supporters during
a road show, Ravneet Singh Bittu could not
make to his grandfather former Punjab chief
minister Beant Singh’s 33-year-old Ambassador car. The 1986-make car is not only his lucky
charm, but also holds emotional value for him.
He was to ride a distance of 100 metres to the DC
office to file his nomination. The car was
parked on the road opposite the District
Administrative Complex. As Bittu ended the
road show, he could not resist the huge crowd.
As a result, he decided to walk to the DC office
to save time.

AMRITSAR: The BJP is seeking votes for “patri-

otic” Sunny Deol who “taught a lesson to Pakistan”.Referring to Sunny-starrer Gadar movie
at a press conference in Amritsaron Thursday,
party’s state chief Shwait Malik said: “Eh oh
naujwan hai jisne Pakistan nu sabak sikhaya
ate othon de ek mayor de tan chhakke chuda
ditte si. (This is the man who taught Pakistan a
lesson and got the better of one of its mayors).
Thus people should vote for such a patriotic
personality.”
COMPILED BY AVTAR SINGH, ANIL
SHARMA AND ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR
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Gallows to man already facing
death for killing four of family

punjab

03

LURKING DANGER

LUST FOR MONEY Convict had also murdered his wife’s six relatives in 2012
HT Correspondent
n

not crack the case, the high court
roped in the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) in 2007 on the
petition of the deceased’s brotherin-law Kultar Singh. However, in
2009, the CBI too filed a closure
report. But in July 2012, when
Khushwinder was arrested for
the murder of his wife’s six relatives, he confessed to having murdered Kulwant and his three family members, following which the
CBI reopened the case.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: A Punjab and Haryana high court division bench has
confirmed death sentence to a
Fatehgarh Sahib resident for killing four persons of a family,
including two minors, in 2004.
The convict, Khushwinder
Singh, 45, is already on death row
and sentence has been upheld by
the Supreme Court in March this
year for murdering his wife’s six
relatives in 2012. His role in the
2004 murders had come to light
when investigations were being
carried out into the 2012 case.
“The present case falls within
the ambit of rarest of rare cases.
The appellant has killed four persons, including two minors,” the
high court bench of justice Rajiv
Sharma and justice GS Gill said,
while confirming the criminal
reference sent by a Mohali court
and dismissing his appeal against
the same.
In the present case, he had

n

Convict Khushwinder Singh

murdered Kulwant, 40; his wife
Harjit Kaur, 38; their daughter
Ramandeep Kaur, 15 and son
Avrinder Singh, 14, on June 4,
2004, who had disappeared under
mysterious circumstances from
their house at Sanghol town in
Fatehgarh Sahib. As per the case,
it turned out later that they were
murdered by Khushwinder by
pushing them into the Bhakra
canal as he wanted to usurp ₹34
lakh belonging to the family.
After the Punjab Police could

CONFESSION BEFORE A
RELATIVE NAILED HIM
Sukhdeep Singh Sandhu, the CBI
special prosecutor, said that
when he pushed Jasmeet Kaur, a
relative of his wife, was pushed
into Bhakra canal in 2012, she
somehow survived and informed
the police, which led to his arrest
and eventually his conviction in
the case.
Minutes before pushing her,
Khushwinder had also pushed
two of her children into the canal.
When she was struggling to stay

afloat, Jasmeet told him that if
any of them survived, he would
be caught. However, Khushwinder had retorted back saying
that he had killed Kulwant’s family in 2004 and is roaming free.
This incident was narrated by
Kaur to the police later and she
was one of the prime witnesses in
the present case.
Kulwant used to run a rice mill
and also worked as a commission
agent. He had sold his land and
was to visit a gurdwara at Paonta
Sahib of Himachal Pradesh.
Later, the police recovered his
shoes from the canal. Bodies of
Kulwant and his daughter were
later recovered, but those of his
wife and son could not be traced.
“The case, though is based on
circumstantial evidence, but the
chain is complete. The motive
attributed to the appellant is that
he wanted to grab Kulwant
money , who had recently sold
land,” the court said. The CBI special court, Mohali, had awarded
death sentence in August 2018.

n

Dried-up tree branches thrust into an open manhole warn commuters of the danger ahead on a road near Goal bagh in Amritsar. At
night, though, such uncovered manholes are not easily visible and can cause fatal accidents.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Priest Anthony divested of charge
of Jalandhar’s St Joseph Convent
Hillary Victor
n

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: A month after Rs 16 crore

n

The Kartarpur corridor will link Gurdwara Darbar Sahib (above) in
Pakistan with Dera Baba Nanak shrine in Gurdaspur.
HT PHOTO

India delaying talks
to finalise Kartarpur
corridor pact: Pak
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday

accused India of delaying the delegation-level talks to finalise the
agreement to operationalise the
Kartarpur corridor. The Kartarpur corridor links Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s Narowal with Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in Gurdaspur district of
Punjab.
Foreign office spokesperson
Mohammad Faisal said: “Pakistan is keen that the Kartarpur
corridor becomes operational as
per the schedule. However, the
meetings are delayed as the
Indian government is not willing
to hold the delegation-level meeting at this juncture.”
On April 16, India and Pakistan
held a meeting on technical
aspects of the proposed corridor.
At the nearly four-hour-long
meeting, which took place in
makeshift tents at “zero point” of
the proposed corridor, experts
and technicians from both the

countries discussed timing for
completion of bridge, alignment
of roads and engineering aspects
of the proposed crossing points.
After the meeting, Faisal said that
work is proceeding rapidly on the
Pakistani side on the Kartarpur
corridor.
“In view of paucity of time, we
are keen to hold the meeting to
finalise the draft agreement at the
earliest. The meeting is specifically to discuss differences
related to proposals of both countries for operationalising the corridor and to align positions to
build convergence. We hope
India will agree to hold a meeting
at the earliest,” he had said.
In November last year, India
and Pakistan agreed to set up the
border crossing linking Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur,
the final resting place of Guru
Nanak, to Dera Baba Nanak in
Gurdaspur district.
The corridor is scheduled to
operationalise on the occasion of
the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak.

were recovered from Father
Anthony Madasserry’s residence, Jalandhar diocese bishop
Rev Agnelo Rufino Gracias has
divested him of the charge of
director, St Joseph Covent
School, Jalandhar.
In a major reshuffle, the bishop
transferred a toal of 68 priests of
the diocese with effect from May
19.
The diocese means churches
under the jurisdiction of a bishop.
Bishop Gracias said. “The
charge has been taken back from
Father Anthony as we do not
want that any priest attached
with the firm ‘Sahodhaya’ should
have conflict of interest. The
other transfers are routine.”
He added, “Also, we have given
clear instructions to students
that they can buy books and stationary from anywhere.”
Anthony was running the private firm, ‘Sahodhaya’, with
three other priests — Father Jose,
Father Paul and Father Scara
Shine — as partners.
They supply books and stationery to over 45 schools of the
diocese, besides having interests
in construction business and
security services.
The bishop said, “As far as the
money (seized from priest

want our money back.”

MISSING ₹6.6 CRORE: ASI SENT
TO FOUR-DAY POLICE REMAND
MOHALI : A local court on

Thursday remanded Punjab
Police assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Dilbagh Singh,
arrested on Wednesday in
the case of pilferage of ₹6.6
crore after a raid at Father
Anthony Madassary house
at Partappura near Jalandhar on March 29, to fourday police custody. Dilbagh
is the second person to be
arrested in the case after
police informer Surinder
Singh.
The court also rejected
the anticipatory bail of the
two other accused, ASIs
Joginder Singh and Rajpreet Singh, who are on the
run.
Following Dilbagh’s
arrest, police recovered two
cars used by the accused to
carry the pilfered cash.
These include a Hyundai
Verna in which Joginder,
Rajpreet and Surinder

Anthony) is concerned, we have
got a clean chit from the income
tax and police.”
Regarding the alleged pilfer-

ANTICIPATORY BAIL
PLEA OF TWO MAIN
ACCUSED ASIs
ALSO REJECTED
reached Khanna on March
29 through the JalandharMoga route, and a Maruti
Swift, owned by Khanna resident, which was used further to siphon off the cash.
Te police submitted
before the court that the
three accused reached
Khanna, from where ASI
Joginder called up Dilbagh
directing him to bring his
car. Dilbagh brought his car
and the accused shifted the
cash to his vehicle to carry it
further. They returned the
car to Dilbagh on March 30.
In their pre-arrest bail
plea, ASIs Joginder and Rajpreet said they were not part
HTC
of the raiding team.

age of Rs 6.6 crore by some police
personnel, he said, “We don’t
want to punish the policemen
involved in the episode. We only

FLOURISHING BUSINESS
OF PRIESTS
In the past one decade, more than
10 private companies in the form
of partnership, proprietorship,
enterprises, non-banking financial company, NGO and a TV
channel have been set up by eight
to nine priests based in Jalandhar, Ludhiana and Amritsar,
with the total annual turnover of
around Rs 50 crore.
THE AREAS UNDER
JALANDHAR DIOCESE
A bishop, who is head of a
diocese, has a vast area under his
control.
The Jalandhar diocese, with a
population of 1.5 lakh, comprises
Amritsar, Faridkot, Fazilka, Ferozepur, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur,
Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Ludhiana, Moga, Muktsar, Nawanshahar, Pathankot and Tarn Taran
districts of Punjab, besides
Anandpur Sahib sub-division of
Ropar district.
Besides, Chamba, Hamirpur,
Kangra and Una districts of Himachal Pradesh are also under the
diocese. It controls 120 churches
with 150 priests.
The diocese also runs around
50 schools, the Trinity College in
Jalandhar and around 10 hospitals across Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh.

1984 ANTI-SIKH RIOTS

HC seeks SIT reply
on convict’s sentence
suspension plea
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Delhi high court on
Thursday sought special investigation team’s response on a plea
by a convict, who was awarded
life term in a 1984 anti-Sikh riots
case, who has sought interim suspension of his sentence on medical grounds.
It asked the jail superintendent to give a report on the convict
Naresh Sehrawat’s medical condition. The HC asked the SIT and
the state to respond to the convict’s plea in which he claimed
that his liver was 90% damaged
and sought interim suspension of
the sentence. The SIT has been
asked to verify the documents
given by Sehrawat in support of
his medical condition. The court
listed the matter for further hearing on May 1.
In the first conviction in the
cases reopened by the SIT, a trial
court had awarded life term to
Sherawat for killing two Sikhs in
New Delhi during the 1984 riots.
The court also awarded capital
punishment to co-convict Yashpal Singh in the case.
The appeals of both the convicts, against their conviction
and sentence by the trial court as
well as the death reference of

A TRIAL COURT HAD
CONVICTED NARESH
SHERAWAT FOR KILLING
HARDEV SINGH AND
AVTAR SINGH IN
MAHIPALPUR AREA OF
SOUTH DELHI ON
NOVEMBER 1, 1984.
Yashpal, are pending in the high
court. The court had earlier
issued notice to Yashpal on the
reference to confirm his death
sentence.
The Delhi Police had closed the
case in 1994 for want of evidence,
but it was reopened by the SIT.
The SIT is investigating nearly 60
cases related to the riots, while it
has filed “untraced report” in 52
cases.
The trial court had convicted
Yashpal and Sherawat for killing
Hardev Singh and Avtar Singh in
Mahipalpur area of South Delhi
on November 1, 1984 during the
riots that had taken place after
the assassination of then prime
minister Indira Gandhi at her
residence by two Sikh bodyguards a day before. The case was
lodged on a complaint by victim
Hardev’s brother Santokh Singh.

Shiv Sena leader
discharged of faking
attack on himself
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) special court
in Mohali on Thursday discharged Shiv Sena Punjab (Ghanauli group) youth wing leader
Amit Arora for faking attack on
himself. The court also discharged seven other accused in
the case.
While pronouncing the order,
NIA special judge Nirbhow
Singh Gill said the accused are
discharged, allowing others to
file an appeal in the higher
court. The NIA had urged the
court to discharge Arora as they
did not find any evidence
against him as well as other
accused for faking attack.
Those discharged along with
Amit are Bharti Sandhu, Om
Parkash, Anurag Pandit, Sumit
Kumar, Shaka, Amrish Puri,
and Samar D’Souza. Arora’s
gunman head constable Om
Parkash and cook Mani have
also been discharged.
In February this year, the
NIA filed a chargesheet against
eight people allegedly owing
allegiance to the banned Khalistan Liberation Front (KLF) in a
case of attempt to murder
Arora.
Arora had claimed that he
was shot at by two motorcycleborne youths at the Basti Jodhewal Chowk in Ludhiana in
February 2016, when he was sitting in the car. Initially, the Lud-

n

Amit Arora, Shiv Sena leader

hiana police had booked Arora
for staging the attack on himself, but later they claimed it
was part of targeted killings of
Hindu leaders in Punjab at the
behest of Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI).
The challan was filed against
Hardeep Singh, alias Shera,
alias Pahalwaan; Ramandeep
Singh, alias Canadian, alias
Bagga; Dharminder Singh, alias
Guguni; Anil Kumar, alias Kala;
Jagtar Singh Johal, alias Jaggi,
alias Johar; Harmeet Singh,
alias Happy, alias PhD, alias
Doctor; and Gurjinder Singh,
alias Shastri and Gursharanbir
Singh, alias Gurusharan Singh
Wahiwala, alias Pehalwan.
Arora was booked under Sections 420 (cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property), 417 (punishment for
cheating), 177 (furnishing false
information), 193 (punishment
for false information), 120-B
(conspiracy), 34 (criminal act
done by several persons) and
Section 25 of the Arms Act.
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election2019

BATTLEFIELD HARYANA

FightforDeviLal’slegacyas
INLDstrugglesforsurvival

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

Chautalas bank on Arjun
for K’shetra battlefield
Neeraj Mohan

POST SPLIT May 12 election will decide inheritor of ex-deputy PM’s legacy — either the Chautala-led
INLD or breakaway Jannayak Janta Party led by estranged son Ajay, grandsons Dushyant and Digvijay
Pawan Sharma
n

pawan.sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: AnembattledIndian

National Lok Dal (INLD) is fighting a battle for survival after a
verticalsplit. Jailed party leader
Om Prakash Chautala’s grandsons, outgoing Hisar MP DushyantChautalaandhisyoungersibling Digvijay, revolted and
floated the Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) in the run-up to the
May 12 Lok Sabha elections in
Haryana. This dealt a crippling
blow to the party, founded by
formerdeputyprimeministerCh
Devi Lal and out of power for 14
years.
Former chief minister ChautalaandhiseldersonAjay,whois
Dushyant and Digvijay’s father,
cannotcontesttheelectionsafter
their conviction in a teachers’
recruitment scam in January
2013. They are serving a 10-year
term in Tihar Jail. Despite this
the party of the five-time chief
minister started sensing that
powerwaswithinstrikingrange.
The inevitable split in the
Chautala clan over controlling
the INLD took place when the
party under the command of
Chautala’s younger son Abhay,
was appearing stronger ahead of
the 2019 Lok Sabha and Haryana
assembly elections.
The feuding Chautala family
knowsitistooweaktotakeonthe
BJPandtheCongressinHaryana
but its key objective is to prove a
point: Who is the rightful inheritorofDeviLal’slegacy,theINLD
or the JJP.
“The Lok Sabha result will
decide the claim for the legacy of
ChDeviLal,”saysaretiredpolitical science professor of Kurukshetra University, requesting
anonymity.
An INLD leader, who did not
want to be named, admits, “No
doubt our first enemy is the JJP
andourtargetistodobetterthan
it. We aim to get maximum Jat
votes which aredivided between
the INLD, JJP and Congress at
present. If we do well in Jat land,
itcouldnudgetheBJPtoforman

n

(From left) Dushyant, Karan, Arjun and Digvijay Chautala; and (sitting) Abhay (R) and Ajay Chautala
during a rally in Bhiwani in 2017; and below Om Prakash Chautala with father Devi Lal in an undated
HT ARCHIVES
photo.

AJAY IS OUT ON
FURLOUGH AND
CAMPAIGNING FOR
JJP-AAP CANDIDATES
BUT INLD SUPREMO
OP CHAUTALA IS STILL
IN TIHAR JAIL
alliance with us in the future.”
Inthe2014LokSabhaelection,
the INLD’s vote share was 24.4%
as against 24.1% in the October
2014 assembly election. In the
2009 parliamentary election, the
party’s voteshare was 15.6% and
22.4% in 2004.
DOWN BUT NOT OUT
The INLD’s support base is the
Jatcommunity. Theparty struggled to field 10 candidates this
time. It had to swallow its pride
whenAbhayapproachedtheBJP
for an alliance.
Former Punjab chief minister
Parkash Singh Badal, who is a
closefriendofOmPrakashChautala, pitched in to persuade the
Shiromani Akali Dal ally but the
BJP didn’t relent.
“The split has weakened the
INLD. It is not in a position to

challenge the BJP or the Congress. That’s why it was looking
for an alliance with the BJP and
seeking two seats,” says a Delhibased observer of Haryana politics, requesting anonymity.
The INLD now hopes to retain
Sirsa and manage maximum

votes in Kurukshetra where
Abhay’s son, Arjun, has entered
the fray for the first time.
A member of the INLD think
tank says, “The worst is over.
Now wait for the upswing.”
Another aide of Abhay says:
“OmPrakashChautalaisnotper-

turbed at all. He says the party
hasseensuchsetbacksinthepast
and emerged stronger. Such
desertions took place when Devi
Lal was the boss and later when
Chautala was in full command.”
Political analysts agree. They
say the exodus from the INLD is
not a new phenomenon and that
the party has been a nursery for
otherparties.FrontlineCongress
leaders such as Raghuvir Singh
Kadian, Anand Singh Dangi,
Dharam Vir and Jai Parkash,
whoisnowanindependentMLA,
and Sampat Singh began their
political career in the INLD.
“This split has offered an
opportunity for the new generation to fill in the space. The INLD
is used to destruction from
within,” says INLD leader.
But,AshutoshKumar,professor of political science at Panjab
University Chandigarh, views
thechurningintheChautalaclan
as a typical family feud. “ More
thanDeviLal’slegacy,thefightis
over business, resources, funds,
properties,partyoffices,andcadres” he says.
“There is nothing ideological
abouttheINLDandtheJJP.Both
are trying to stake claim on Jat
leadership in a multi-polar politics of Haryana.”
WhiletheINLDisstillrecovering from the split, workers are
concerned that Chautala’s position has become weaker than
ever before. They say the exodus
is a challenge to his and his son
Abhay’s authority.
The old guard is baffled how
Chautala and Abhay failed to
read the pulse of Ajay and his
sons.
The party was being looked
afterbyAjaybeforehewasjailed
and this role was thrust on
Abhay, who was handed down
the tough task of rebuilding the
party’s base and morale of workers.
“It is difficult to say if Abhay
will be able to rebuild the party.
He does not have the acumen of
DeviLalandChautala.Thesituation has changed,” the political
analyst says.
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CHANDIGARH: The Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) supremo Mayawati
is set to address four rallies in
Haryana for party candidates.
The BSP is contesting eight
Lok Sabha seats and its ally Loktantra Suraksha Party (LSP),
floated by BJP rebel MP Rajkumar Saini, is fighting on the
remaining two seats.
BSP state president Prakash
Bharati said party chief Mayawati will hold rallies at Bhiwani

and Faridabad on April 29 and at
PanipatandKurukshetraonMay
9. According to him, Mayawati
wouldalsoholdarallyinChandigarh on May 17.
In February, the BSP had
called off its nine-month-old alliance with the INLD after the alliance candidate Umed Singh
Redhufacedahumiliatingdefeat
in the Jind byelection. The BSP
subsequenlty forged an alliance
HTC
with the LSP.

sunil.kumar3@htlive.com

AMBALA:Parliamentarypollshave

neverbeentheforteofChautalas
evenasthefamilymembershave
shownproclivity to contest from
anarrayofLokSabhaconstituencies over the years.
PollstatisticsshowthatChautalasfoundthemselvesonthelosing side mostly on Lok Sabha
turfs.Thistime,threeyoungsters
fromtheclan—DushyantChautalafromHisarasthebreakaway
Jananayak Janta Party (JJP)

Farmer allege illegal cultivation
of Bt brinjal variety in Haryana
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Farmer groups have
alleged that Bt brinjal, a genetically modified variety, is being
cultivated illegally in Haryana.
Members of the Coalition for
a GM-Free India, a group of farm
organisations, claimed on
Thursday that brinjal samples
from a Fatehabad farm have
tested positive for Bt
protein.
The coalition demanded that
the government immediately
ascertain the extent of illegal Bt
brinjal cultivation, take deterrent action against seed suppliers involved and destroy all Bt
brinjal plots to prevent contamination.
“This is clearly a failure of
concerned government agencies that illegal Bt brinjal is
being cultivated in the country.
The regulatory body Genetic
Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) behaves more like a
promotional body than a regulator...Bt cotton was approved in
India after large-scale illegal
cultivation was discovered in
Gujarat. The regulators turned
a blind eye to illegal herbicide
tolerant cotton cultivation
thereafter, while it spread to
lakhs of hectares,” said Kapil
Shah of Jatan Trust, Gujarat.
A senior official of the

›

We can’t afford to
allow Bt brinjal
cultivation to continue or
spread. It is clear that this
bio-hazard has to be
contained and destroyed.
SRIDHAR RADHAKRISHNAN, Activist

›

We are not aware of
this case. We will look
into the matter
GENETIC ENGINEERING APPRAISAL
COMMITTEE OFFICIAL

Genetic Engineering Appraisal
Committee of the environment
ministry said, “We are not
aware of this case. We will
check.”
According to International
Service for the Acquisition of
Agri-biotech Applications
(ISAAA), which works to promote bio-technology, Bt brinjal
incorporates the cry1Ac gene
expressing insecticidal protein
which creates resistance
against fruit and shoot borer , a
pest.
Activists collected samples
from the Fatehabad farm based
on a tip-off and then tested it
using the lateral flow strip

method.
“We cannot afford to allow
this Bt brinjal cultivation to
continue or spread. It is clear
that this bio-hazard has to be
contained and destroyed, and
GEAC cannot allow citizens to
be exposed to the health and
environmental hazards of Bt
brinjal. GEAC should ascertain
and confirm that illegal Bt brinjal cultivation is indeed happening, and find out the full
extent of such cultivation. We
demand the immediate destruction of all such Bt brinjal plots.
Further, no penal action should
be taken against farmers who
have been duped into cultivating these illegal seeds,” said
Sridhar Radhakrishnan from
Kerala.
In February 2010, after
nationwide consultations with
scientists, farmers and other
stakeholders, then environment minister Jairam Ramesh
had announced an indefinite
moratorium on commercialisation of Bt brinjal.
Brinjal is the first genetically
modified food crop in
India.
He had said that the
moratorium will last till independent scientific studies establish the safety of Bt brinjal from
the point of view of its long-term
impact on human health and
environment.

THEMSELVES ON LOSING
SIDE, WINNING ONLY 5 OF
17 POLLS THEY FOUGHT

candidate, his younger brother,
Digvijay from Sonepat, also on a
JJP nomination, and Arjun
Chautala, the younger son of
Abhay Chautala, on an INLD
nomination from Kurukshetra
are contesting.
Starting with their illustrious

patriarch Chaudhary Devi Lal,
the Chautala clan has contested
LokSabhapollson17constituencies in different years, winning
just five. Devi Lal himself contested on nine occasions and
managedtowinonlythreetimes.
He won from Sonepat in 1980,
RohtakandSikarinRajasthanin
1989 (he retained Sikar and
resigned from Rohtak). His
grandson, Ajay Chautala (son of
former chief minister, OP Chautala)wonfromBhiwaniconstituency in 1999 and Ajay’s son
Dushyant won from Hisar con-

Constituency: Kurukshetra

Dal (INLD) supremo Om Prakash Chautala’s youngest
grandson Arjun Chautala’s
entry into the political arena
from Kurukshetra is being
seen by many as his father,
Abhay Chautala’s attempt to
counter his estranged nephews Dushyant and Digvijay,
who have formed a party of
their own and are contesting
from Hisar and Sonepat.
Though Arjun maintains
he was asked to fight the election by his grandfather as he
was the “most deserving candidate”, it’s no secret that
Abhay had been trying to
launch his son into politics
ever since his nephews established themselves in the political battlefield.
His candidature was
announced from Kurukshetra, the land of Mahabharata, a day after INLD’s
breakaway faction Jannayak
Janta Party (JJP), led by
Abhay’s elder brother Ajay,
fielded Arjun’s cousin and sitting MP Dushyant Chautala
from Hisar.
The election is being seen
as crucial for both INLD and
JJP as both the parties are
fighting for the legacy of
former deputy prime minister and INLD founder late
Devi Lal.
Arjun, however, says, “I

Former Congress
MLA joins BJP
CHANDIGARH: Formerministerand

two-timeMLAJaiParkashGupta
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) here on Thursday.
A party statement said that
Gupta met CM Manohar Lal
Khattarathisresidencehereand
took the membership of BJP,
reposing his faith in its policies.Gupta had won in 1991 as a
Congresscandidateandin2000as
an independent candidate from
Karnal. He was minister in Congress government in 1991. HTC

Mayawati to address Chautalas less impressive on Lok Sabha turf
STATISTICS SHOW
4 rallies in Haryana
CHAUTALAS FOUND
Sunil Rahar

ARJUN CHAUTALA 27, INLD

KARNAL: Indian National Lok

stituency in 2014.

THEIR LS POLL LOSSES
DeviLallostthe1983 bypollfrom
Sonepat. The next year, he lost
again from Sonepat. His son OP
ChautalalostfromHisarin1984 .
In1989,DeviLallostfromFerozepurinPunjabandRohtakin1991,
1996and1998.AjayChautalawas
defeated from Bhiwani in 1998,
2004,Bhiwani-Mahendergarhin
2009 and Hisar in 2011 by-poll.
Ajay’s younger brother Abhay
Chautala contested once from
Kurukshetra in 2004 but lost.

Educational qualification: Class 12th pass
Political debut: 2019 Lok Sabha Election
Electoral record: Contesting his first
election
Claim to fame: President of INLD’s
student wing and youngest grandson
of INLD supremo OP Chautala

ARJUN’S ENTRY IS
BEING SEEN BY MANY
AS HIS FATHER’S
ATTEMPT TO COUNTER
HIS ESTRANGED
COUSINS
am not fighting against anybody. My fight is with
myself.”
EARLY LIFE
Considered to be the favourite grandson of senior Chautala, Arjun completed his
schooling from Bishop Cotton
School, Shimla. In 2011, he left
for Los Angeles in USA to pursue a degree in finance but left
the course midway. “I had to
return after two semesters as
my family needed me after my
grandfather and uncle (Ajay
Chautala) were jailed,” he
says.
After returning from USA,

Arjun spent most of his time
taking care of his family and
agriculture in Chatuala’s
Teja Khera Farm. He also
took admission in a private
university in Noida but said
he couldn’t continue with the
studies again due to family
and agriculture commitments.
INLD’S EYES JAT
VOTES
INLD insiders say the party’s
main focus is now on Sirsa
and Kurukshetra, which
remained a stronghold of the
party before 2005 Lok Sabha
and assembly elections. Since
Kurukshetra constituency
has about 3.5 lakh Jat votes,
the INLD hopes this would
help Arjun win and keep
Dushyant and Digvijay away
from the party’s old bastion.
Arjun faces BJP’s sitting
MLA Nayab Saini and Congress’ former minister Nirmal Singh.

PMLA CASE

ED files chargesheet
against OP Chautala
Press Trust of India
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) filed a supplementary chargesheet against
formerHaryanachiefministerO
P Chautala in connection with a
money-laundering case on
Thursday.
The agency mentioned in the
chargesheet that immovable
assets worth ₹.68 crore were
attached by it on April 13 in relation to four properties in Delhi,
Panchkula and Sirsa.
It said the investigation conducted so far under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) hadrevealed thatChautalalaunderedthedisproportionate assets by depositing illegal
cash in the bank accounts of his
and his family members.
The ED said this was done to
avoid the back trail of money,
mergetheillegalcashwithgenuine income and show it as
untainted.Thislaunderedmoney
wasfurtherusedtopurchasenew
propertiesorcarryoutconstruction on the already acquired

properties.
The chargesheet was filed
beforespecialjudgeKaminiLau,
whopostedthematterforconsideration on May 16.
ReferringtoChautala’saffidavits filed before the 2005 and 2009
Haryana Assembly polls, the
agency said he had disclosed his
assets to publicly project the
tainted properties as untainted.
“During the period between
May 24, 1993 and May 5, 2006, O P
Chautala, while functioning as a
public servant (the CM of Haryana), allegedly acquired assets
disproportionatetohisincometo
thetuneof₹6,09,79,026.Thevalue
of the disproportionate assets
acquiredbyOPChautalaisinthe
form of various movable and
immovablepropertieswhichconstitutes‘proceedsofcrime’inthis
case.
“Thecalculationoftheseaccumulateddisproportionate assets
ofChautalawasbasedonoraland
documentaryevidencecollected
by the CBI during investigation
and included all sources of
income and expenses,” the chargesheet said.

Bus driver dies, 10
passengers hurt,
after bus rams into
truck in Panipat

Slow lifting of wheat post rain leads
to glut, soaked crop in mandis

HT Correspondent

KARNAL :Millions of gunny bags

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARNAL :On Thursday, a driver of

Rajasthan Transport Corporation bus was killed in a road
accident, on National Highway
44 at Panipat, while about 10
passengers
sustained
injuries.
The deceased has been identified as Virender Singh, resident
of Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.
As per the police the accident
took place took place around 3
am, when the bus coming from
Chandigarh hit a truck parked
on the roadside from behind.
The injured driver and passengers were taken to the hospital.
However, the driver was
declared brought dead, and the
body was handed over to family
members after a post-mortem at
Panipat civil hospital.
On the complaint of the bus
conductor Ghansham, the
police have registered an FIR
under Section 304 A, 337 and 283
of the Indian Penal Code against
the truck driver and investigations are on to arrest
him.
The police have taken the
truck in their possession.

Neeraj Mohan
n

neeraj.mohan@hindustantimes.com

of procured wheat are lying in
the open at the mandis, soaked
in rain, thanks to the tardy lifting by government procurement agencies.
With harvesting at it peak,
the heaps of wheat are growing
bigger everyday at Karnal and
Kurukshetra district mandis,
creating problems for both
farmers and commission
agents.
Now untimely rainfall and
mild hailstorm in the region has
added to the woes of farmers and
commission agents, as they are
unable to avail space for procurement at the mandis. In such
conditions, wheat has been left
lying about on the roads. Government agencies have not provided trucks to transport the
procured wheat leading to a glut
in the mandis.
“The lifting is slow, but rain
has added to the problem of
space in mandis. Now, the
soaked wheat cannot be lifted
until after it fulfills the criterion
of required moisture content,”
said Praveen Kumar a commission agent of Nilokheri grain
market in Karnal district.
Another commission agent of
Karnal grain market Balbir
Singh said, “Even after procure-

n

Soaked wheat bags in Karnal grain market on Thursday.

UNTIMELY RAINFALL HAS
ADDED TO THE WOES OF
FARMERS AND AGENTS,
AS THEY ARE UNABLE TO
AVAIL SPACE FOR
PROCUREMENT AT THE
MANDIS
ment, commission agents are
responsible until the wheat is
lifted. Now, lakhs of bags lying
in the open are soaked but
nobody is listening to our problems.”

Due to the rainfall on Thursday the farmers had to face
problem to sell their produce as
they did not get space to unload
their produce in the mandis.
“I reached the mandi in the
morning, but my produce got
drenched as the covered area in
the mandi is inadequate to protect foodgrain. Now commission
agents are asking us to take it
back for lack of space,” said a
farmer Ram Pal, at the Ladwa
grain market in Kurukshetra
district.
The untimely rain has also
delayed the process of harvest-

HT PHOTO

ing in these major wheat producing districts.
“Rain has put harvesting on
hold; only about 50 per cent crop
has been harvested yet,” said a
farmer Balbir Singh of Karnal.
However, officials of the food
and supplies department are not
ready to admit there is a problem in mandis. Kurukshetra
District Food and Supplies Controller Narender Kumar said he
has asked contractors to speed
up the lifting, while Karnal
DFSE Anil Kumar could not be
contacted after repeated
attempts.
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shortstories
ADDITIONAL
DIRECTOR,
FACTORIES,
SUSPENDED
CHANDIGARH: Labour minister
Balbir Singh Sidhu on Thursday
suspended additional director,
factories, MP Beri for allegedly
accepting bribe. A government
spokesperson said the minister
was contemplating serious
administrative action as the
officials was shown accepting
HTC
bribe of ₹25,000.

No nomination papers
on April 27, 28: CEO
CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief
electoral officer S Karuna Raju on
Thursday said no nomination
papers for the Lok Sabha polls
would be filed on April 27 and 28
in view of holidays. As per the
schedule for nomination papers,
elections started on April 22 and
would remain continue till April
29. “April 27 being 4th Saturday is
a holiday under the Negotiable
Instruments Act,” he said. HTC

punjab/haryana

Rohit’s wife taken
home to recreate
SEIZURE 50 cellphones, electronic gadgets, two bikes recovered from the accused, say police
Juvenile among three scene of murder

Gang of snatchers busted, four held
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: Police claimed to
have busted a gang of snatchers
with the arrest of four of its members, here on Thursday. Also, 50
mobile phones, electronic gadgets and two bikes were recovered from their possession.
The accused were identified as
Maninder Singh, Gurnam Singh,
Sanamdeep Singh and Prince
Kumar, all residents of Hoshiarpur.
Acting on a tip-off, police set
up a special check point at
Kharla village near Bhogpur.
The accused were coming
from the Bhogpur side on their
bikes. During frisking, 50 mobile
phones and electronic gadgets
were recovered from their possession, police said.

n

Police officials with the arrested accused in Jalandhar on
Thursday.

Police said, they frequently
committed the crime and further
sold the snatched items.
A case under Section 379 (punishment for theft) and 411(dis-

HT PHOTO

honestly receiving stolen property) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) as been registered against
them at a police station in
Bhogpur.

held for snatching

HT Correspondent

JALANDHAR : Three snatchers,

NEW DELHI: A day after claiming

including a juvenile were
arrested here on Thursday.
Also, ₹1,200 in cash, a bike and
a mobile were recovered from
their possession.
The two accused were identified as Arvind Kumar and Kanu
Kumar, both residents of Jalandhar. Police said Arvind Kumar
has been facing four cases of
snatching at different police stations of Jalandhar.
Kanu Kumar was also
involved in snatching acts, the
police said.
Police said acting on a tip off,

the accused were arrested from
the Gurun Nanak pura area in
Jalandhar and ₹1,200, an iphone
and a bike were recovered from
their possession.
Police said Arvind Kumar confessed that he executed snatching
on April 23 and 24 while Kanu
also confessed that he remained
aide of Arvind in the snatching
cases. A case under Sections 379
B (theft) and 34 (acts done by several persons with common intention) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) has been registered against
the accused at police division
number 4 police station . HTC

Polluted Tung Dhab Candidates take ‘nukkad’ meeting,
drain poses health social media route to connect with voters
risk to residents
CANDIDATES ARE NOT
Vishal Joshi
n

vishal.joshi@htlive.com

BATHINDA: As the electioneering
for the May 19 Lok Sabha polls is
picking up, key contestants are
relying on traditional “nukkad”
meetings and social media platforms to woo voters in the predominantly rural and semi-urban areas of the prestigious
Bathinda parliamentary segment.
Candidates are not organising big political rallies as farmers are busy in wheat harvesting.
Though sitting Shiromani
Akal Dal (SAD) MP and Union
minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
has been in the campaigning

n

The Tung Dhab drain in Amritsar.

Mandeep Kaur Narula
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : The highly polluted
Tung Dhab drain here is posing
major health problems to the people residing in nearby colonies, as
the 2.2 km stretch of the canal is
choked with industrial and sewerage wastes. The pollution level
of the drain has raised to an
alarming level in want of attention from the authorities concerned.
The Tung Dhab drain, which
was once an irrigation canal and
supplied water to agricultural
fields, is now filled with industrial, sewerage and building
materials.
Earlier in January 2018 under
Amritsar smart city project, the
central government-funded
National Environmental Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI) signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with
Punjab Municipal Infrastructure
Development Company (PMIDC)
to clean the drain.
However, NEERI's survey
found that the drain's water is
highly polluted. The COD (Chemical Oxygen Demand) level of the
drain water was at 1346 against
normal 250. Similarly, TSS (Total
Suspended Solid) content which
should be less than 100 was found
at 1455. Also, the BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand), which
should be less than 30, was found
out to be more than 180 in the
Tung Dhab water.
Later in April 2018, NEERI
shelved its plan of cleaning the
drain and developing its surroundings into a green space
after its engineers found the
drain carrying alarmingly high
effluent level.
Punjab local bodies minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu had also
sought an inquiry from the Punjab
Pollution
Control
Board (PPCB), but to no avail.
The government also failed to
check industrialists discharging
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After NEERI
technology, we have
not made any new plans
yet. We are considering a
good technique to clean
the Tung Dhab drain.
KOMAL MITTAL ,
Amritsar Smart City Limited CEO

the effluents into the drain, ignoring the health concerns of residents living in the nearby colonies.
“With the onset of summers,
the drain has now become an
open breeding ground for mosquitoes. The growth of wild grass
and excessive plastic in the drain
restrict the water flow. The foul
smell emanating from choked
toxic drain presents threat to the
health of the people in the locality,” said Narinder Pal Singh, resident of Loharka Road, which
adjoins the drain, adding that
during monsoon the drain overflows and polluted and toxic
water enters our house.
Kusum Sharma, a resident of
Chand Avenue, said, “The government made big announcements and promised of beautifying the ‘nallah’ (drain) by making
separate tracks for joggers and
evening walkers alongside the
drain. But, they have even failed
to clean the drain. It is impossible
for anyone to stand near the
drain. The people of the nearby
colonies will definitely have
breathing problems in the long
run.”
Chief executive officer of
Amritsar Smart City Limited,
which
oversees
the
area, Komal Mittal said, “After
the failed attempt of cleaning the
drain with NEERI technology, we
have not made any new plans yet.
We are looking into the matter
and are considering a good technique and solution to clean the
highly polluted drain.”

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India
(A Statutory Body of Government of India)

ORGANISING BIG
POLITICAL RALLIES AS
FARMERS ARE BUSY IN
HARVESTING WHEAT

mode for the past more than
a month, she is keeping it
simple.
The two-time MP is holding
meetings with her supporters at
small gatherings at the villages
and urban pockets of her constituency.
Harsimrat, whose formal but
official candidature was
announced on Tuesday, is trying to make presence felt in the

virtual world.
She is relying upon the political charisma of her father-inlaw and the Akali patriarch
Parkash Singh Badal.
Harsimrat’s brother and
Akali legislator from Majitha
segment Bikram Singh Majithia
has taken command of electioneering in the Bathinda city
area.
Though considered a traditional stronghold of the Akalis,
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
won five of the nine assembly
segments in the constituency in
the 2017 polls.
Talwandi Sabo MLA and AAP
candidate from Bathinda Baljinder Kaur has also kept her
campaigning a low-key affair.

Denied money to buy liquor,
man kills mother, brother
NEWDELHI: Denied money for alco-

hol, a man allegedly killed his
75-year-old mother and younger
brother at their home in west
Delhi’s Uttam Nagar on Tuesday
night, police said. The suspect,
52-year-old Sunil Arora, after
assaulting them allegedly sat
next to his bleeding mother and
brother and smoked a beedi
before some policemen and local
residents overpowered him, an
eyewitness, who did not wish to
be named, said.
Arora lived with his younger
brother, 48-year-old Rajendra,
and mother, Lata, in Vishwas

n

Suspect Sunil Arora, 52.

Park of Uttam Nagar. The two
brothers were divorcees and
lived on their mother’s money.
Their father had died years ago.
“Lata had sold a house some

years ago and the family was living off the interest earned from
that money. Arora suspected his
mother of giving a larger share of
the money to Rajendra,” Anto
Alphonse, deputy commissioner
of police (Dwarka), said.
A senior investigator said two
knives, a pair of bent scissors and
a laundry bat were used in the
double murder. “When one of the
knives bent during the attack,
Arora brought another knife
from the kitchen to carry on with
the assault. Even the pair of scissors was bent with the intensity of
the attack,” the officer said. HTC

On the contrary, Congress
nominee Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring is canvassing aggressively and is using the social
media platforms to woo voters,
especially youth, by uploading
his videos on Facebook.
AAP rebel and Punjab Ekta
Party leader Sukhpal Khaira,
who resigned from the state
assembly on Thursday, is claiming to have the support of NRIs
to take on Harsimrat.
For the past few weeks,
Khaira is meeting the peasant
class at the village-level gatherings.
On his Facebook page, he is
seen anchoring interactive programmes with villagers on
development issues.
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to have solved the murder of
Rohit Shekhar Tiwari with the
arrest of his wife, police Thursday visited the victim’s Defence
Colony house to recreate the
sequence of events that allegedly led to the murder.
Investigators took Shekhar’s
wife Apoorva, who is in their
custody, to the house and recreated the crime scene in Shekhar’s room by involving her in
the process.
“We carried out the exercise
to recreate the exact scenario
that led to Shekhar’s death,”
said a senior police officer associated with the case.
On Tuesday night, police had
arrested Apoorva for allegedly
“strangling and smothering”
her husband to death while he
was in an inebriated state after
she “ran out of stories” and confessed to her crime, police said.
The immediate trigger for the
murder, police maintained, was
Shekhar’s taunt to Apoorva
with a story of how he and a
woman relative of his had travelled in the same car and drank
alcohol from the same glass
hours before on a drive to Delhi
from Uttarakhand, where
he had gone to caste his franchise.
Shekhar’s body was discovered by his domestic help, Golu,
on April 16 — almost 17 hours
after he returned to Delhi and
went to sleep in his first floor
bedroom after dinner.
After being produced in court
Wednesday, Apoorva was sent
to police remand for two days as
the police had informed a Delhi
court that they wanted her cus-

POLICE SAY
n Police arrested Apoorva

Tuesday night for allegedly
“strangling and smothering” her husband to death
while he was inebriated
n The immediate trigger for
the murder, police maintained, was Shekhar’s taunt
to Apoorva with a story of
how he and a woman
relative had travelled
together and sipped alcohol
from the same glass on a
drive to Delhi from Uttarakhand, where he had gone
to caste his franchise.

tody to recreate the crime scene
and interrogate her to ascertain
if anybody else was involved
Shekhar’s murder or had helped
her execute the crime.
An investigator, who is not
authorised to speak to the
media, said they confronted
Apoorva and the three domestic
help of the house to ascertain
their role in the crime. All three
were present in the house when
Shekhar was murdered.
“The four—the three domestic helps and Apoorva—were
first questioned separately.
Then they were made to sit
together and were confronted
with each other’s statement.
The exercise helped us rule out
the role of all other occupants of
the house. We have now established that Apoorva killed her
husband alone,” the investigator said.
Apoorva will be produced
before the court Friday afternoon. It is unlikely that the
investigating team would seek
her custody further, said the
officer.

‘Upset’ Bhondsi jail inmate kills self
GURUGRAM: Ten days after a
25-year-old man was arrested in a
case of snatching, he was found
dead in the washroom of district
jail hospital in Bhondsi. The
police said Rahul alias Moti, a
native of Jalandhar, had allegedly committed suicide by hanging himself from a grille in the
washroom using a bedsheet.
A magisterial inquiry, under
Section 176 of the CrPC, has been
ordered into the incident. Police
said that the inmate was upset
after learning about the death of
his father. Further, he was allegedly nervous about his conviction in a snatching case, police
said.

“His father was bedridden and
had been ill for a long time. On
April 19, he died of a kidney failure. Rahul was informed of his
death by a relative of another
inmate,” said a police officer.
The police said Rahul had complained of pain and restlessness
on Tuesday and was referred to
the hospital. On Thursday,
around 2.40am, he went to the
washroom when the staff was
asleep. An official went to the
washroom around 4.30am and
found him hanging.
Rahul was arrested on April 15
for allegedly snatching the purse
of a man from Uttar Pradesh from
a hotel on Manesar Road. In the

complaint, the victim had said
that he was taking a nap at a roadside hotel, when two men had
punched him and stolen his wallet, which contained ₹1,020 cash.
Rahul and his aide were arrested
that evening and booked under
IPC Section 379-B (snatching).
A day before he allegedly killed
himself, Rahul was identified by
the complainant in an identification parade. “On Wednesday
morning, he was identified as the
accused in the snatching case. It
is possible that he was upset that
he would be convicted and committed suicide. He used a bed
sheet to make a noose and hung
himself,” the officer said. HTC
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+91-40-23253621
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Date: 26-04-2019

Notice
Applications are invited for ﬁlling up 06 (six) posts
of Deputy General Manager (DGM)/Assistant
General Manager (AGM) on deputation basis. The
detailed vacancy may be seen at www.ibbi.gov.in
davp 07121/11/0003/1920

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Brief Description
of Goods / Services
Consumables required for
VDP Machine
Foil Cutter for Die Punching Machine
Renovation of Paper Testing Lab
Snow White Maplitho Paper in
reel form
Hiring of agency for publishing
Tenders and other advertisements in
Local Newspapers & National
Newspapers
LED Fittings & Switchgears of Hall-II
Hiring of Services for Post Press
Operation of Excise Adhesive Labels
Safety Shoes
Wall Mounted Canvas Printing

Quantity
6000012991

1 Lot

6000012990
6000012855
6000012790

60 Nos.
1 Job
25 MT.

6000012962

1 Year

10-05-2019
At 10:45 AM (IST)

28-05-2019
At 10:45 AM (IST)
1 Job
30 Crore
Labels
6000012939 300 Pairs
1 Lot
6000012926
6000012909
6000012774

28-05-2019
At 02:45 PM (IST)
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One-sided love story with Mr Cockroach
Anusha Singh

A

n

Villagers look at a damaged house after a gunbattle between militants and security forces in Anantnag
ANI
district of Jammu and Kashmir on Thursday.

Two Hizbul militants
gunned down in J&K

s far back as I can go in
time, my memories are
peppered with shades of
nature. And by nature, I don’t
mean only trees and the flowers. I also mean insects, reptiles, and rodents. They were
all my friends. It could’ve very
well been one-sided love but it
didn’t matter.
Now that one-sided love
included my fondness for a nocturnal member of our household with three pairs of legs: Mr
Cockroach. I must’ve been
about 10 years old then living in
the indigo blue city of Jodhpur,
Rajasthan.
Late in the night, when all
went quiet and dark, he’d come
out of his tiny den hidden in
some deep corner of our
kitchen cabinets. As I sat in the

ANANTNAG Were wanted for a series of terror activities

RESTRAIN LOOSE
CANNONS LIKE SATTI
This refers to Himachal Pradesh
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
chief Satpal Singh Satti’s venomous speech about chopping off the
hands of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s detractors. It is high
time that the lawmakers realised
the folly of encouraging the culture of indulging in hate speech,
equating the opponents with animals, using the most obnoxious
expletives used by goons. Last
week, Hindustan Times carried a
befitting article by Dr Pramod
Kumar on the growing use of
‘dehumanising language’ during
the elections. This raises serious
doubts about the intentions of the
country’s election watchdog in
ensuring free, fair and hassle-free
elections that restore the faith of

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Two Kashmiri mili-

tants affiliated to Hizbul Mujahideen were killed in an encounter with the security forces in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag district on Thursday, officials said.
Following credible inputs
about militant presence, a cordon and search operation was
launched by police and security
forces at Bagender Mohalla in
Bijbehara area on Thursday
morning.
The search party was fired
upon by the militants who were
hiding in the house. The fire was
retaliated by the security forces
leading to an encounter, officials

ED harassing our
family, says wife
of Shabir Shah
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Wife of separatist leader
Shabir Shah, who is serving
detention in New Delhi, accused
officials of Enforcement Directorate (ED) of harassing her family
by issuing summons against her
daughter in connection with a
money laundering case of 2005.
ED issued a fresh summons to
Shah’s daughter, Sama, 19, asking her to appear for questioning
on Thursday in Delhi. This was
the second time she was asked to
appear before the agency this
month.
The notices have been issued
as part of a money laundering
case Delhi Police’s special cell
registered against Shah in 2005.
“My daughter was only five
when the case was registered. She

crimes, including attack on security establishments and civilian
atrocities. Several criminal
cases were registered against
them,’’ the spokesman said.
According to police records,
Amin had a long history of terror
crime and several cases were
registered against him for planning and executing attacks in the
area.
Meanwhile, a funeral procession was held at the native places
of both the militants where people raised “pro freedom” slogans.
A shutdown was observed in
some parts of south Kashmir
against the killings and internet
mobile service remained suspended in the area.

looked up fun-facts and found
out that a male cockroach has
wings, while a female doesn’t.
And this fellow could sure take
short flights!
The next couple of months
saw a fleet of developments. My
father got transferred to Arunachal Pradesh. It was the last day
in our house. The rooms were
empty. The trucks were loaded.
I looked upset. Someone said,
“She’ll be okay. She’ll miss her
friends from school but she’ll
soon make new ones.”
No that wasn’t it, was it?
As I sat on a stray chair,
thinking this time it wasn’t my
ears, but by heart that yearned
for Mr Cockroach. More than
missing him, I was painfully
worried that he’d starve.
Tonight, when he comes out of
his den and skitters in the desolate kitchen cabinets, what’ll

the electorate. Prompt and exemplary action against loose cannons like Satti will go a long way
in restoring the voters’ faith in
the institution of the Election
Commission of India.
JR Kundal, Mohali

AMARINDER OUT OF
TOUCH WITH REALITY
Punjab chief minister Amarinder
Singh’s tough message of holding
the ministers and MLAs accountable for the party’s performance
in the Lok Sabha elections is both
illogical and controversial. He
has often been accused of being
inaccessible and ignoring the
demands and problems of his
party people. How can he ask
them to ensure Congress candidates’ victory from their respective areas? Apparently, the chief

Congress presents
united front
during Ram Lal’s
nomination

›

HAMIRPUR : The Congress party

BILQUIES SHAH, Shabir Shah’s wife

n

(Left) Former union minister Sukh Ram and former CM Virbhadra
BIRBAL SHARMA/HT
Singh at Seri Manch in Mandi on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MANDI: Congress candidate Aashray Sharma, on Thursday, filed
his nomination papers for Mandi
Lok Sabha constituency at an
elaborate ceremony attended by
top leaders of the party. Former
CM Virbhadra Singh and former
Union telecom minister Pandit
Sukh Ram, who could be seen displaying bonhomie and hugging
each other, became the talk of the
town for sharing the stage after 5
years.
Virbhadra Singh and Sukh
Ram, who were known for bitter
political rivalry over years seem
to have buried the hatchet, a
development which will surely
give BJP candidate Ram Swaroop
Sharma sleepless nights in com-

ing days. Sharma is facing antiincumbency while Virbhadra
Singh and Sukh Ram are popular
leaders in the Mandi district and
still hold sawy over voters.
Virbhadra Singh while
addressing a gathering at Seri
Manch in Mandi, on Thursday,
said, “Let us forget the past and
unite to win elections. I thank all
the party workers gathered here
in huge numbers. I pray for a
historic win for Aashray
Sharma.” An emotional Sukh
Ram told the gathering how even
though he had won 9 out of 10
assembly seats in Mandi for BJP
in 2017 assembly elections, the
party refused a ticket to his grand
son Aashray. Sukh Ram also conveyed regret that his son Anil
Sharma was not campaigning for
his grand son.

he do? What’ll he eat? No one
warned him that he needed to
make alternate arrangements.
How will he feel?
On our way to the railway
station, my mother asked me to
take out the food basket she had
carefully packed for us. I pulled
it out from under my seat. As
soon as she held it, she knew
something was amiss. It felt
way lighter. Furrowing her
eyebrows, she looked inside.
The entire casserole of a dozen
sandwiches was missing!
We had driven too far away.
There was no turning back
now.
I looked out of the car’s window. The wind wiped away the
hot tears streaming down my
cheeks. I smiled.
n

anushasingh3@gmail.com

The writer is a Mumbai-based
freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
minister is out of touch with
ground reality.
Dr Kiran Sood, Doraha

the tall orders contained in these
manifestos with a pinch of salt.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

MANIFESTOS
ARE DECEPTIVE

JET AIRWAYS STAFF
NEEDS A BAILOUT

This refers to the two articles on
the editorial page (HT, April 25),
one eulogising the Bharatiya Janata Party’s manifesto and the
other rubbishing it. Manifestos
issued by different parties are different only in appearance. Otherwise, they all contain grandiose
schemes for which no government will have resources to
implement. Promises contained
in these manifestos are meant to
entice people. For people to take
them seriously, they need to be
like promissory notes and charters of people’s rights if not like
legal documents. Till then, enjoy

After Jet Airways suspended its
operations earlier this month,
the future of around 20,000
employees is looking grim. The
staff has not been paid salaries
for some months and it is getting
difficult for them to get money to
pay for their children’s school
fees, electricity and water bills. It
is a difficult scenario but things
might light up if some private airlines in India or outside are prepared to give the employees of Jet
Airways jobs. This would help
the employees regain some lost
ground.
Devendra Khurana

Virbhadra by his side, Sukh
Ram’s grandson files papers

My daughter was only
five when case was
registered. She is in UK
pursuing a degree in law
and can’t travel to Delhi…

is in UK, pursuing a degree in law
and cannot travel to Delhi…,’’
said 48-year-old Bilquies Shah,
Sama’s mother.
She has written to the ED seeking Sama’s exemption from personal appearance.
“After finding no evidence
against my husband, they (ED)
are now harassing the family
members,” she added.
She said she had already
responded to the earlier summon.

hall, I’d wait for Mr Cockroach
to say hello.
I didn’t have to keep an eye
on him to know when he was
out. All I had to do was to keep
my ears perked up. The
moment I heard the sound ‘Kitkit-kit-kit-kit’, I knew he was
skittering in the wooden panels
of our kitchen. I’d secretly
squat in a corner and watch
him from a distance. I was so
intrigued by the antennas on
the front of his head! He wiggled them with impressive dexterity.

On some nights, when my
enthusiasm exceeded me and I
went too close to him, he’d
freeze on the spot. We’d stare at
each other, no one moved, and
then all of a sudden, he’d scram
for his life! How I wished I could
tell him that I was his friend.
Under my watch, he was free to
grab a bite before anyone else
saw what he was up to.
On another night when my
enthusiasm got even better of
me and I squatted too close, the
edge of my slipper accidentally
touched his plump abdomen.
What happened next left me
shocked – Mr Cockroach flew! I
was thrilled to bits. My friend
could fly. I was so proud of his
hidden talent.
Incidentally, that’s what
made him Mr Cockroach and
not Ms Cockroach. Keen to
understand his anatomy too, I

letterstoeditor

HT Correspondent

said.
The bodies of the two militants were retrieved from the
site of encounter and incriminating material, including arms and
ammunition, was recovered,
they added.
Police spokesman identified
the slain militants as Safdar
Amin of Bijbehara and Burhan
Ahmad Ganaie alias Saifullah of
Anantnag. Ganaie was pursuing
Bachelor of Physiotherapy and
had joined militant ranks in
June last year. Amin had joined
the ranks in May 2017.
“The militants were affiliated
with proscribed terror outfit Hizbul Mujahideen. They were
wanted by the law for their complicity in a series of terror

WE’D STARE AT EACH
OTHER, NO ONE MOVED,
AND THEN ALL OF
A SUDDEN, HE’D
SCRAM FOR HIS LIFE!

presented a united face at a rally
during party candidate Ram Lal
Thakur’s nomination as a display of solidarity to the people of
the state, Hamirpur in particular, in their fight against the
BJP.
Prominent attendees at the
rally include party affairs-incharge Himachal Smt Rajni
Patil, ex-CM Vir Bhadra Singh,
deputy leader Rajya Sabha
Anand Sharma, state party
chief Kuldeep Rathore, former
Congress chief Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhoo and Kuldeep
Kumar, Mukesh Agnihotri,
leader of Congress party in HP
Vidhan sabha and Suresh Chandel, former BJP member of Parliament, who recently joined the
Congress party. At the massive
road show in Hamirpur, Ram
Lal Thakur arrived in a big procession, entering town from the
hospital chowk towards the district court on foot.
Thousands of people who
accompanied him, raised slogans in favour of the Congress
and its candidate.

DON’T BE YOUR
OWN JUDGE
The Supreme Court’s course correction of the probe into the charges of sexual harassment against
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi deserves appreciation.
The presence of CJI in the panel
of judges to hear the complaint
against him was against the
spirit of natural justice. Even on
moral grounds, no person can be
a judge of their own case. At
stake is the image and credibility
of the country’s highest court. If
the panel finds the complaint
baseless, strict action should be
taken against the complainant.
But, if the panel upholds her
charges, only God can save this
country.
Dr Ajay Bagga,
Hoshiarpur

Satpal Satti issued
another EC notice
over ‘abusive’
remarks
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : Himachal Pradesh BJP

n

(From left) Former Himachal CM Prem Kumar Dhumal, former
Union minister Shanta Kumar, CM Jai Ram Thakur, BJP nominee
from Shimla segment Suresh Kashyap during a rally on Thursday.
DEEPAK SANSTA /HT

People don’t name
their kids ‘Pappu’
anymore: Jai Ram
SHIMLA : Taking a swipe at Con-

gress and mocking it’s leader on
Wednesday, CM Jai Ram Thakur referred to All India Congress Committee (AICC) President Rahul Gandhi as ‘pappu’.
Even during the course of the
speech Thakur referred to
Rahul as pappu.
He said, “Nowadays BJP has
been running a country wide
campaign ‘mein bhi chowkidar
hoon’. Congress should run a
similar campaign ‘mein bhi
pappu hoon’.” He added that
Rahul completely failed as a
leader, which is why the Congress is now projecting his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra as

its next leader.
“Earlier people nicknamed
their children pappu, but gone
are the days,” he said, mocking
the AICC chief.
He was addressing a public
meeting organised at Chaura
Maidan in Shimla today, after
BJP candidate Suresh Kashyap
filed his nomination.
“Congress leaders are well
aware of their defeat and in
utmost desperation, they are
giving insignificant statements.
PM Modi has taken the country
to new heights while the Congress which ruled for many decades failed to ensure developHTC
ment,” said Thakur.

chief Satpal Singh Satti was
issued another notice by the election commission (EC) on Thursday for making ‘derogatory’ and
‘inciting’ remarks against his
political opponents.
This is the third notice issued
to the state BJP chief for violating
the Modal Code of Conduct. He
was earlier banned by the EC
from holding public rallies for 48
hours over his derogatory
remarks against Congress president Rahul Gandhi.
The notice, issued by Mandi
deputy commissioner-cum-DEO,
comes on a complaint by Mandi
block Congress committee
whereby it was alleged that Satti
made derogatory remarks at an
election rally at Seri Manch on
April 24. “We will cut arms of
those who are pointing fingers at
BJP leaders or the PM. Had it not
been the model code of conduct,
he would have given a befitting
reply to the Congress. If anyone
calls our leader ‘chor’ (thief), are
we expected to remain quiet?” the
BJP leader is quoted by the complainant as saying in Hindi at the
rally. An explanation has been
sought from him within 24 hours
from the receipt of the notice why
action should not be taken
against him for making such
remarks.

assetswatch
RAM LAL THAKUR

spouse ₹17.05 lakh

Hamirpur, Congress

Bank balance: ₹4.54 lakh

Assets in 2019 (including
spouse): ₹3.48 crore

Vehicles: Mahindra Scorpio,
Marazzo

Assets in previous elections:
₹3.29 crore

Weapons: NA

Movable assets : ₹45.39 lakh

Immovable (total value):
98.55 lakh.

Cash in hand: ₹12,000

Total liabilities: ₹70.73 lakh

Jewellery (including spouse):
₹10.75 lakh

Wife’s assets (total value):
₹12.74 lakh

Bank balance: ₹12.30 lakh

Wife’s liabilities: ₹8 lakh

Vehicles: Toyota Fortuner
Weapons: NA
Immovable assets (total
value): 3.03 crore
Total liabilities: Nil
Wife’s assets (total value):
71.2 lakh
Wife’s liabilities: Nil

SURESH KUMAR
KASHYAP

AASHRAY SHARMA
Mandi, Congress
Assets in 2019 (including
spouse): ₹4.84 crore
Assets in previous
elections: NA
Movable (total value):
₹2.41 crore
Cash in hand: ₹1.75 lakh
Jewellery (including spouse):
₹81 lakh

Shimla, BJP

Bank balance: ₹1.39 lakh

Assets in 2019 (including
spouse): ₹1.56 crore

Vehicles: Toyota Fortuner,
Jeep Compass, BMW

Assets in previous elections:
₹1.13 crore

Weapons: NA

Movable assets (total value)
: ₹58.35 lakh

Immovable (total value):
2.43 Cr.
Total liabilities: ₹69.18 lakh

Cash in hand: ₹50,000

Wife’s assets (total value): Nil

Jewellery (including

Wife’s liabilities: ₹93.68 lakh
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Tender Notice No. PI(EP)/19-20/01
Phone No. 0172-2756469
Sealed tenders are invited from the manufacturers or their sole authorized distributors/ agents on the prescribed form
for purchase of various items against tender No. 1-50.
The manufacturers and their authorized dealers / distributors can offer their minimum rates as per terms & conditions
contained in the Tender Form:Sr.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

Equipment /Item Name

Quantity

Non Pre Bid Cases
Anaesthesia Workstation
14 No’s
Innova Car (5-No.)and Etios Car(01-No.)
05+ 01 No’s
Paediatric Ventilators
02 No’s
O.T.Light with Camera
01 No’s
Electrophoresis Workstation
01 No’s
Software for HAI Surveillance
As per technical specifications
Advance Electrosurigcal Unit under buy back basic for Ligasure As per technical specifications
Operation Theatre Table
01 No’s
Real time PCR
01 No’s
Small Fragment Bone Set
01 Set
Casting Machine for crown & bridge
01 No’s
Neonatal transport ventilators
01 No’s
Spine Board
06 No’s
HD camera with solution and video Editing Software
01 No’s
Ventilators
02 No’s
Double Dome LED OT Light Ceiling
02 No’s
Cassette Writer (6-8 Loader)
01 No’s
Rhinoplasty Set
02 No’s
Automated Analyzer for Cardiac and other Boimarkers
01 No’s
Hemodialysis Machine
01 No’s
Transport Ventilator
01 No’s
Spot Welders
04 No’s
Bronchoscopes Storage Cabinet
01 No’s
Programmed Intermittent Bolus Pumps (PIB)
02 No’s
Pulse Oximeter
08 No’s
Cold Room
01 No’s
Casting Machine for crown and bridge
01 No’s
SPECTROPHOTOMETER
01 No’s
Difficult Airway Management Equipment for Robotic Centre
01 Set
Oral Lesion Screening System (Light Based)
01 No’s
Nerve Stimulator
02 No’s
Wireless Operating Head Lights
04 No’s
1,3-Beta-D Glucan detection kits and other necessary
80 Kits
consumables
DIGITAL OVUM ASPIRATION PUMP WITH ACCESSORIES &
01 No’s
CONSUMABLE
Quantitative (Real Time) PCR System
01 No’s
Real Time PCR
01 No’s
Semi Automatic Microtome
02 No’s
84” Smart LED TV with Sound System for Teaching
01 No’s
(compatible with Olympus Research Microscope)
Pre Bid Cases
C-Arm Fluroscopy unit on Turnkey basis
01 No’s
Ambulatory Impedance & pH monitoring system
01 No’s
NELS Skill Centre
As per technical specifications
Intra Vascular Ultrasound with Intra Cardiac Echocardiography
01 No’s
Automated Immunoassay Analyser
01 No’s
HPLC with Auto Sampler
01 No’s
Fully Automated Coagulation Analyzer with zero downtime and
01 No’s
buy back of existing STA Compact analyzer
Digital Panoramic and Cephalometric imaging system with dry
01 No’s
medical camera
Automated Tissue Processor with Embedding Station
01 No’s
Dental Surgical Chair Cum Table for Oral Surgery-01No.
01 No’s
H.P.L.C
01 No’s
CCTV Camera
43 No’s

EMD

Opening date

10,72000/72,000/60,000/60,000/50,000/50,000/40,000/40,000/39,600/42,000/24,000/27,000/24,000/20,800/40,000/40,000/40,000/40,000/36,000/32,000/30,000/32,000/30,000/30,000/28,000/28,000/24,000/24,000/22,000/20,000/20,000/20,000/1,40,000/-

20-05-2019
-do-do-do-do21-05-2019
-do-do-do-do22-05-2019
-do-do-do-do23-05-2019
-do-do-do-do24-05-2019
-do-do-do-do27-05-2019
-do-do-do-do28-05-2019
-do-do-

6,000/-

-do-

52,500/28,000/20,000/30,000/-

-do29-05-2019
-do-do-

3,40,000/-do60,000/-do2,08,600/- 30-05-2019
2,00,000/-do1,40,000/-do1,20,000/-do1,00,000/-do1,00,000/- 31-05-2019
1,00,000/80,000/70,000/42,720/-

-do-do-do-do-

Tender List can also be downloaded from website www.pgimer.edu.in and Item wise Tender Form with specifications
can be downloaded from website www.eprocure.gov.in. Cost of Tender is Rs. 200/- (non-refundable) which can
deposited in the shape of Demand Draft in favour of Director, PGIMER, Chandigarh. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) must
be in the form of FDR /TDR valid for a period of one year from any scheduled bank in the name of the Director, PGIMER,
Chandigarh. EMD in any other form will not be accepted. Tender can be dropped in the tender box placed in the
Procurement Branch (Import) manually by 2:30 PM on or before the date mentioned against respective item. The tenders
shall be opened on the same date at 03:00 PM in the presence of the authorized intending tenders. Tenders not submitted
on the prescribed form, not accompanied with valid Earnest Money and tender cost shall be summarily rejected
straightway. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders received without assigning any
reason thereof. "PRE-BID CONFERENCE" WITH INTENDING BIDDERS FOR ITEM Sr. No. 39 to 50 shall be held on
04-05-2019 from 10:30 A.M. ONWARDS IN THE PI(EP), OFFICE, PGIMER, CHANDIGARH For more details contact:
0172-2756469 at Procurement Branch (Import).
NOTE: If any of the tender opening dates happens to be a holiday in PGIMER, Chandigarh, then the same shall be opened
on next full working day.
PROFESSOR IN-CHARGE (EP)
000280
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election2019
Modifocusesonsecurity,terror
VARANASI ADDRESS PM brings up Easter bombing in Sri Lanka, says security a pre-condition for economic growth

CHOWKIDAR
AMONG MODI
PROPOSERS

Sudhir Kumar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

VARANASI: Securityisapre-condi-

tion for economic prosperity,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
toldpeopleinVaranasionThursday, and asserted that there had
beennoterrorarrackonanytemple or city in the last five years
when he has been in power.
Speakingtoagroupofintellectuals in the temple city after a
megaroadshow,Modisaid,“Terrorism is now limited to a small
region of Jammu and Kashmir.”
The prime minister, who files
hisnominationpapersonFriday,
raked up the issue of the recent
terrorattackinSriLanka,which
killedatleast250people,andsaid
those who died had everything,
buteverythingwastakenawayin
one incident.
Modisaidthepastfiveyearsof
his government had focused on
honest efforts and that he would
extend those efforts in the next
term.Theprimeministersaidhe
will not claim that whatever he
wished for the constituency had
come true during the last five
years.
But the pace and the direction
of its development are right, he
said and outlined the work done
byhisgovernmentintheconstituency. He said while the last five
years of his government were
about making sincere effort, the
next five years will be about
results.
Modireferredtoterrorattacks
targeting temples, including the
strike at Sankat Mochan temple
in Varanasi, and accused previous governments of merely
“holdingdialogue”.“Butthepeople of Kashi made me MP and 125
crore people gave me their blessings to become PM. Since then,
terrorists have been replied to in
a language theyunderstand,” he
said.
The Prime Minister also
referred to Pakistan, without
naming the neighbour, in
recountinghisactionagainstterrorism. “We have isolated from
the world those who nurtured
terrorism. Action was taken
against some organisations that
acted as facilitators of terror.”
Modi said Kal Bhairav — the
Kotwal (guard) of Kashi — has
given him blessings and he will
return after victory. He said
everycitizenofvaranasiwaslike
children of Baba Vishwanath.
Modi spoke about the change
that he brought to Varanasi, and
saidhewaspainedtoseethestate
oftheaffairswhenhecametothe
city five years back.

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

VARANASI: Jagdish

Chaudhary, a member
from the family of Dom
Raja (one who helps perform last rites at Manikarnika Ghat in Varanasi), veteran BJP leader
Subhash Gupta, a
chowkidar and grandson
of Bharat Ratna Ustad
Bismillah Khan are
likely to be the proposers
for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s nomination on April 26.
Modi will file his nomination papers on Friday
morning in presence of
NDA leaders, including
Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar, Shiv Sena
chief Uddhav Thackeray
n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves at supporters during his roadshow in Varanasi on Thursday.

PTI

Unreserved coach to AC bogie: Pictures in contrast
Anisha Dutta
n

anisha.dutta@htlive.com

LUCKNOW/PRAYAGRAJ: Development, nationalism and unemployment appear to be issues on
top of the voter’s mind this election season, two train rides
throughtheheartofIndia’sHindi
belt reveal.
ThefirstrideisontheJammuVaranasi Begampura Express
that covers 1,261 kilometres,
passing through 11 major cities.
In an air-conditioned chair car
compartment,40year-oldPankaj
Sawhney, a businessman from
Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur,
says he voted for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), due to an
“unprecedentedimprovementin
law and order”.
The constituency voted in the
first phase (April 11) of the ongoing general elections.
“In Saharanpur, when it was
Akhilesh’s government in the
stateandCongressintheCentre,
there was blatant hooliganism
and open lawlessness…They
(Muslims) would roam on their
bikes and harass women. Much
has changed since this government came in,” he says.
Across the aisle, his wife
Seema says Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been India’ssaving grace.

Heissuchanhonestandhardworking man and only thinks
about the public. Whatever gifts
andfundshegets,hegivesthatto
thecommonman.Andlookathis
mother, he has such a close relationship with her,” she adds.
“Idon’tgetwarmfoodathome
till I say something to praise
[Modi],” Sawhney laughs.
Afewseatsdown,adebatehas
begun over development. Birendra Kumar, 29, says he will vote
for ‘vikas’ (development) by the
BJPgovernment.Aparamilitary
personnel from Kathua in
Jammu,whoaskedtonotbeidentified, agrees readily.
“The roads have improved,
many projects near Udhampur
that were stuck before are now
under construction,” he adds.
“But what did they do for the
publicandtheyouth?”Sitaram,a
50-year-old employee of the
Northern Railways asks.
“Yes, work for the youth has
been less,” the soldier admits.
“Don’t say less, say zero,” Sitaram insists.
He is a resident of Varanasi,
the PM’s constituency. “They
have done nothing for education
and employment. They have pit
two communities against one
another…In terms of development,goandseetheconditionsof
laneswithinVaranasiandseethe

›

The political
atmosphere is in
favour of the BJP. I will
vote for them. The biggest
reason is there is no
opposition and that is why
BJP gets the advantage
CHANDAN RAI, Civil services
aspirant.

so-called cleanliness they claim
to have done,” he adds.
The tone ofpoliticalconversation shifts in the sleeper class,
where a group of weavers from
Varanasi saythey were forced to
move to towns such as Ludhiana
andJalandharinPunjabbecause
of better business prospects.
“BJP will win from here,” says
Giash Khan.
When asked who they plan to
vote for, the answer is “we support the party who’s winning”.
“Whichever way the inclinationis,wevoteforthem.Lasttime
we gave to Kejriwal [Aam Admi
Party chief]. We don’t want to
ruinourvote,”Khanadds.Sitting
nexttohim,MohammadIsasays
unemploymentisthereasonthey
shifted to Punjab. “In Varanasi
thereisnobusinessandeveryone

goes outside to work. In Punjab
the ‘mahaul’ (atmosphere) is
towards the Congress, we will
waitandseehowtheatmosphere
in Varanasi is like,” he says.
The mood shifts in the unreservedcompartment,wherepeoplejostleforspacewhileshouting
over each other in a heated conversation.NaseemAkhtarthinks
thereisbenefitinhailingfromthe
PM’s constituency. “Electricity
never goes in the area where the
PM stands from. So much development has happened, government has improved roads and
installedlights,eventheGangais
being cleaned,” he says.
“TheunionministerforGanga
onlyresigned,what are youtalking about?” Mohammad Iqbal
shouts from an adjacent seat.
“Howiseveryoppositionvoice
called Pakistani , what law says
this?” Iqbal adds.
The two continue to debate on
nationalism, corruption and
unemployment as others join in.
In the course of conversation, it
emerges that Akhtar is unemployed.
In the plush Vande Bharat
Express from Varanasi to Delhi,
the topic of discussion changes
and so does the demographic of
the discussants.
In the semi-high-speed train’s
executiveclass,SaurabhSareen,

abankerfromNewDelhi,sayshe
is looking for a government
whichwillbringeconomicstability and employment.
“We need economic stability
andemploymentfor everyone in
India so that people who are
below poverty can also get a balancedlife,nutritionandanequal
chances at prosperity. Everyone
is talking about unemployment.
People who have done engineering medical courses are also sitting idle. They don’t have jobs in
Indiaandthatiscauseofworry,”
he says.
Some others are concerned
about the lack of a strong opposition.
“Thepoliticalatmosphereisin
favour of the BJP. I will vote for
them.Thebiggestreasonisthere
is no opposition and that is why
BJP gets the advantage,” says
Chandan Rai, a civil services
aspirant.
According to Uday Chandani,
a senior Allahabad high court
lawyer,thereisnosuitableprime
ministerial candidate from the
opposition. “When I go and cast
myvoteIwillaskmyselfwhomto
vote, there is no PM candidate
andeveryonewantstobePM,”he
says.Whomwillhevoteforthen?
“DoIevenhavetosay?Wearesitting in his train. The problem is
there is no option for us.”

Cong names 2014 pick
Ajay Rai to take on PM

Will Priyanka fight the LS elections?

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Whether or not Con-

n
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LUCKNOW:TheCongressonThursday named Ajay Rai as its candidateagainstPrimeMinisterNarendra Modi in Varanasi, putting
to rest speculation of party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra making her electoral
debutfromthere.Theannouncement came on a day when PM
Modi started his visit to the temple town with a mega road show.
The party also fielded Madhusudan Tiwari from Gorakhpur
againstBharatiyaJanataParty’s
Ravi Kishan, a popular Bhojpuri
filmstar.Afterspendingyearsin
theBJP,RaiswitchedtotheSamajwadi Party in 2009 to contest
againstBJPveteranMurliManohar Joshi. The five-time legislatorfinishedthirdandquittheSP.
Later, he joined the Congress.
When the Congress was lookingforacandidateagainstNarendra Modi in 2014, it settled for Rai
who had ended up in the third

positionwithjustabout7%votes.
Modi hadwon the seat against
Aam Aadmi Party’s Arvind Kejriwal by a massive 337,000 votes.
He secured 56% votes.
Congress workers wanted to
avoid a 2014-like eventuality and
urged the leadership to field Priyanka Gandhi — the party
incharge for eastern Uttar Pradesh — from either Varanasi or
Allahabad, party functionaries
said. However, she left it to her
brother and party chief Rahul
Gandhi totake thecall.“Youwill
come to know when the party
takes a decision. I have said time
and again, I will do whatever the
party tells me to do,” Priyanka
Gandhi had said when asked
about her candidature.
“Having builtthe suspense on
Varanasi seat, the announcement was a sort of anti-climax,
more so because it would get
drowned in Modi’s road shows,”
saidAtharSiddiquioftheCentre
for Objective Research and
Development.

Saubhadra Chatterji
n

saubhadra.chatterji@hindustantimes.com

gress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra contests
the Lok Sabha election is a function of time, given her packed
schedule, which includes a
national campaign and also
duties in the Gandhi family bastions of Amethi and Rae Bareli,
senior leaders aware of the situation said, asking not to be identified.
The Congress has decided to
field its sitting MLA, Ajay Rai,
for Varanasi, ending speculation
about Priyanka Gandhi’s candidacy for the Lok Sabha seat to
take on Prime Minister Narendra Modi. On Thursday, Modi
held a road show attended by
tens of thousands of people in the
constituency. He is expected to
file his nomination papers on
Friday.
According to one of the people
cited in the first instance, a senior party functionary, Priyanka
Gandhi has said that she must
spend more time in Amethi and

›

We think that a final
decision (regarding
Priyanka contesting the
LS polls) will be taken in
the next few days.
A SENIOR CONGRESS LEADER

Rae Bareli, the seats of Rahul
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi,
respectively. The former has
been travelling around the country, campaigning for the party as
its president. The latter isn’t
expected to campaign extensively. In Amethi, Rahul Gandhi
faces Union minister Smriti
Irani, who is seen as a strong candidate.
“The only factor, the way we
see it, is time management. If she
contests for the Lok Sabha, she
has to give considerable time for
her seat. This would leave her
with limited time for campaign
in other parts of the state as well
as the country. We think that a
final decision will be taken in the
next few days,” added the first

person cited above.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi elevated Priyanka Gandhi as the party general secretary in charge of eastern UP
ahead of the polls, her first formal responsibility in the organisation. Her entry not only
boosted the morale of thousands
of party workers, but also
increased women’s participation in the party’s internal network, Shakti. After her appointment, enrolment of women went
up to 40% from the earlier 22%.
In the past few weeks, the
party has been flooded with
appeals from workers and local
leaders to field Priyanka Gandhi
in the election. Priyanka Gandhi
herself has maintained that this
depends on her party. “If my
party asks me to contest the
polls, I will definitely do so. But
my personal wish is to work for
the party’s organisation as a lot
of work needs to be done,” she
told reporters earlier this month
in Amethi.
Since then, there has been
frenzied speculation on her candidacy. At a meeting, when she

was asked whether she would
contest from Lucknow, she
retorted, “Why not, Varanasi?”.
There were also reports that she
could consider contesting the
Allahabad seat.
According to the leaders cited
in the first instance, Priyanka
Gandhi is expected to give a fresh
push to the party’s key plank, the
minimum guaranteed income
scheme, NYAY, which promises
₹ 72,000 a year to the country’s
poorest households. In a voice
message, Priyanka Gandhi will
say that the monthly amount
will be transferred to the bank
accounts of the women in a
household.
Her recorded message, heard
by HT, also speaks about the way
the current “suit boot ki sarkar”
has given money to industrialists and not the poor.
She reiterates the party’s
stand that no new taxes will be
imposed to fund the scheme, and
that resources for it will come
from the money the Congress
claims the Modi government
wastes on the PM’s industrialist
friends.

KERALA CLEAN-UP

Polls over, candidates launch cleanliness drive
Ramesh Babu
n

ramesh.babu@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A

›

During my campaign, I
received around one
lakh cloth gifts... I will
convert them into products
like cloth bags, pillow
covers and handkerchiefs
and distribute them.

handful of candidates across
party lines have pledged to
recycle existing poll material, and clean up walls
where political pamphlets
and posters were plastered,
after polling for all the 20 Lok
Sabha constituencies in KerKUMMANAM RAJASEKHARAN, BJP
ala ended on April 23.
candidate, Thiruvananthapuram
In Ernakulam, Left Democratic Front candidate P
Rajeev started a campaign in
The response was immedithe party supporters’ Whatate, said Rajeev, with people
sApp groups, called Let Us
posting photos of cleared
Clean Ernakulam.
walls.
He asked supporters to
“It is our responsibility to
clear up the posters and wall
clean up,” he said.
paintings within two days.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya
Janata Party candidate from
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kummanam Rajasekharan,
former Governor of Mizoram, is planning to recycle
shawls and other cloth gifts
he received while campaigning, to make bags, towels and
pillow covers.
“During my campaign, I
received around one lakh
cloth gifts. In every meeting I
used to get 50-100 shawls. I
will convert them into products like cloth bags, pillow
covers and handkerchiefs
and distribute them. Our
workers have started segregating these into piles,” said
Rajasekharan, who contested against two-time

Member of Parliament
Shashi Tharoor from the
Congress.
A senior Congress leader
who did not want to be identified said his party preserved most of the banners
and flags to recycle and use
in other parts of the country.
The Bharatiya Janata
Party candidate from Ernakulam, union minister K J
Alphons, was seen whitewashing defaced walls in his
constituency on Thursday.
“Personally I feel one
shouldn’t deface walls with
posters and graffiti. But
when I landed in Ernakulam
as a candidate walls were
full. Later I was also forced
to do a bit,” he said.
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Rahul: Will put Nyay
money in accounts
opened by Modi govt
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: If Congress is voted to
power, money will be sent
directly to accounts of the poor
opened by the Narendra Modi
government, party president
Rahul Gandhi said at a rally in
Jalore, Rajasthan, on Thursday.
“During the five years of
Modi’s government, big promises were made. Everyone was
told that Rs 15 lakh will be deposited in their accounts. Did anyone receive the money?” he
asked, referring to Modi’s campaign pitch in 2014.
“Under Nyay, money will be
sent directly to accounts, which
will increase purchasing power,
demand, create jobs,” he said,
referring to the Congress’s
promised minimum income
scheme Nunyatam Aay Yojna
(Nyay), which guarantees Rs
72,000 to the 20% of the country’s
poorest people, annually.
Later, at an election rally in
Kota, he said, “I want to thank
Modi ji for opening bank
accounts. I am going to deposit
money of Nyay scheme in the
same accounts. The money will
be deposited directly in bank
accounts of women of families.”
A flagship financial inclusion
scheme started by the centre,
titled Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY), has opened
zero balance accounts for citizens to aid direct remittances on
subsidies. As per official figures,
until last August, 32.25 crore
accounts have been opened.
Gandhi stressed that the

money deposited through the
Nyay scheme will create job
opportunities for the youth without taxing the middle class.
“PM Narendra Modi did injustice with people of the country in
the last five years. Demonetisation and GST were ways to rob
poor, labourers, small traders of
their money. Nyay scheme will
benefit them,” he said, referring
to the centre’s bid to flush out
black money by devaluing of Rs
500 and Rs 1000 denominations in
November 2016. The Goods and
Services Tax was introduced in
July 2017, to subsume all previous indirect taxes.
In Jalore Gandhi said that the
Congress will create “one Hindustan”. “If rich people are not
jailed for not paying off loans
then farmers too will not be
jailed. If lakhs and crores are
given to them then the same will
be given to farmers, labourers,
tribals, Dalits and small traders.
The country will not be divided
in two Hindustans. There will be
one Hindustan where justice will
be done.”
“People have not forgotten
level of corruption during UPA
government. Now, these Congress people questioning Modi,
doesn’t suit them. The country
has witnessed constant development in the last five years and
people want to see Modi as prime
minister again,” Rajasthan BJP
spokesperson Mukesh Pareek
said.
Thirteen ofRajasthan’s 25 Lok
Sabha seats will go to polls in the
fourth phase of the general elections, to be held on April 29.

Priyanka myth has
been eroded: Jaitley
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Union minister Arun

Jaitley on Thursday said the
myths surrounding Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra “stand eroded”
after the Congress named Ajay
Rai as its candidate from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s constituency of Varanasi.
Priyanka Gandhi was widely
speculated to make her electoral
debut from Varanasi.
“The myths of Priyanka Gandhistanderoded.India’sconventional wisdom has been ‘bandh
muthilakhki,khulgayetohkhak
ki’. The myth of ‘Priyanka will
make a difference’ was worth a
lakh.Today,themythhaslostits
value. The cards are out in the
openforpublicscrutiny,”Jaitley
wrote in his blog.
Jaitley, who has been writing
blogsintherun-uptothenational
elections, posted his latest blog
hours after Modi completed his
road show in Varanasi. BharatiyaJanataPartychiefAmitShah
andUttarPradeshCMYogiAdityanathparticipatedintheGanga
Aarti with Modi later in the city.
Jaitley described Rai’s nomi-

›
›

nation as a “surreptitious
announcement”andcalledhima
“political lightweight”. “The
build-upofthelasttwoweekshad
been that Priyanka Gandhi
would be fielded against the
Prime Minister. She rejoiced in
giving daily bytes to the media
that she was ready to take on the
Prime Minister. Her brother
[Rahul Gandhi] claimed that the
Party was building up the suspense for an eventual thriller.
Obviously,shequietlychickened
out of the contest,” Jaitley said.
Expressing disappointment
thatCongresshasnotfieldedPriyankaGandhi, Jaitley addedher
publiclifeforthelasttwomonths
showedthat “India haschanged,
dynasties don’t matter”.
He cited the changes in VaranasiafterModiwontheseat.“The
Gandhis mustintrospect [about]
the plight of Amethi and Rae
Bareli in the last forty years and
compare it to what the Prime
MinisterhasdoneinVaranasi in
the past five years.”
Jaitley hoped Varanasi will
givethenewIndiaanopportunity
todecidethefateofa“tried,tested
andsuccessfulleader”asagainst
a new “political dynast”.

AMIT SHAH, Bharatiya Janata Party president

Unnao

Jalore

Rajasthan

Congress president Rahul Gandhi is flanked by Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot (right) and deputy chief minister Sachin Pilot
at an election rally in Kota on Thursday.
AH ZAIDI/HT

Though terrorists of Pakistan were killed (in the
Balakot air strike), there was an atmosphere of
mourning in the offices of ‘Bua’ (Mayawati), ‘Bhatija’
(Akhilesh) and ‘Rahul baba’.

RALLY TRACKER

Ghazipur

n

Birbhum

West Bengal

Durgapur

West Bengal

Narendra Modi
Amit Shah
Rahul Gandhi
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra

Akhilesh Yadav,
Mayawati
Mamata
Banerjee

PM Narendra Modi did
injustice to people of
the country in the last
five years. Demonetisation
and GST were ways to rob
poor, labourers, small
traders of their money.
Nyay scheme will
benefit them.
RAHUL GANDHI, Congress president

›

This election will
see the end of
those chanting ‘Namo,
Namo’ and pave the
way for those who
shout ‘Jai Bheem’...you
are going to ensure the
victory of the alliance
candidates.
MAYAWATI, BSP chief
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shortstories
RAJIV GANDHI
CASE CONVICT
SEEKS RELEASE
CHENNAI:Former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi assassination case
convict Nalini Sriharan on Thursday moved a petition before the
Madras high court seeking
direction for implementing Tamil
Nadu Cabinet’s September
resolution, asking the TN governor to release Nalini and six other
life convicts. According to Nalini,
although more than six months
have passed since the state
government passed a resolution
in favour of their release, it has
not been implemented yet. A
bench of judges comprising
justice Subbaiyah and Krishnan
Ramasamy who heard Nalini’s
prayers has postponed the case to
April 27.

India’s key role recalled as
Commonwealth turns 70
LONDON:Rare photographs of
freedom fighter and India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
with other leaders have been
released by the Commonwealth
secretariat to mark the 70th
anniversary of the group that
came into existence on April 26,
1949, as the British empire waned
and new countries emerged on
the world map. Photographs from
archives and a series of events
have been planned across the
group to mark the 70th anniversary of the group.

n
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NEW DELHI: The Armed Forces

Tribunal on Thursday asked the
government to address the statutory complaint filed by Vice
Admiral Bimal Verma challenging the appointment of his junior officer, Vice Admiral Karambir Singh, as the next navy
chief in three weeks, two people
familiar with the matter said.
Verma had on Tuesday
moved the AFT for the second
time after the government last

The bench also delivered a
sharp warning to people who
were attempting to use money
or political power to manipulate
the judicial system.
‘Don’t play with fire… We
want to send a message to people
of the country, the rich and powerful that they cannot control or
run this court. Time has come to
tell the world that the Supreme
Court cannot be run by money
power or political power. The
powerful think they can run this
country. When somebody tries
to clean up the system, or take
action, he is killed or maligned,”
justice Arun Mishra said.
The observation was directed
at people, who a lawyer claimed,
were also involved in influencing the decision to refer a case to
a particular judge, or as the
court put it, “bench fixing”.
“We are not commenting on
any issue. We don’t want to take
names but everybody tries to
influence every time there is a
big matter! Letters are written
in pending matters! Books are
printed! And these are people
for whom senior advocates are
appearing! Whenever big persons are involved, this happens
in this court,” said justice
Mishra.
After Bains detailed his allegations in a secret affidavit, the
Supreme Court judges said
there was “a systematic attack
or game to run the court”.
“We are anguished at the way
this institution has been treated
for the last three, four years…
This institution will die,” the
court said at Thursday’s hearing.
Senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde welcomed the investigation by a retired judge. “It is
good that the allegations are
being probed by somebody and
the Supreme Court has reposed
a lot of trust in justice Patnaik in
the past as well. Justice Patnaik
helped out the court when he
looked into allegations against
former CBI [Central Bureau of
Investigation] director Alok
Verma,” he said.

PM’s show of
strength
The priests applied tilak on
his forehead.
Modi was greeted with slogans of “Har Har Mahadev” and
“Jai Shri Ram” by enthusiastic
supporters on his roadshow.
BJP leaders claimed that
more than 500,000 people
attended the roadshow and
Ganga aarti, but Hindustan
Times could not independently
confirm the figure.
“There was no space to walk
in the road show. It was unprecedented,” said Delhi BJP chief
Manoj Tiwari, an alumnus of
BHU, who was in Varanasi to
take part in the roadshow.

beyond the
news

ALERT Kerala and Tamil Nadu, helped by other agencies, look for sympathisers of NTJ and IS
Neeraj Chauhan
n

letters”hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:KeralaandTamilNadu

police,inassociationwithcentral
agencies,havelaunchedanoperation in their states to look for
possible“sleepercells”and“sympathisers” of Islamic State and
National Towheed Jama’at
(NTJ), the two outfits linked to
Easter Sunday bombings in Sri
Lanka, a counter-terrorism official familiar with the developments said.
TheIShasowneduptheterror
attacks in the island nation that
killed over 250 people. One of the
attackers was identified as NTJ
leader Maulvi Zahran Bin
Hashim, who blew himself up at
Shangri La hotel in Colombo on
Sunday.
The operation has been
launched in the two southern
states to thwart any possible terror attacks, the official cited
above added.
Investigators have found that
Sri Lanka attack mastermind
Hashim, a radical preacher, was

n

Damages seen at the Shangri
La hotel, where NTJ leader
Maulvi Zahran Bin Hashim
blew himself up.
@BHANOOB/VIA REUTERS

in touch with some Tamil Nadu
and Kerala-based people in a bid
tocreateaseparate“IslamicState
confederation” in the region.
Six IS members from Tamil
Nadu’sCoimbatoredistrict,who
accordingtoaNationalInvestigation Agencyprobe, wereradicalisedafterwatchingHashim’svideos, were arrested in

month named Admiral Singh as
the next navy chief. The defence
ministry has been asked to take
a decision on Verma’s complaint by May 15 and the AFT
has listed the matter for May 20,
said a person cited above.
Verma had petitioned the
AFT against his supersession
earlier too, but was asked to
withdraw his plea and raise
matter with the defence ministry first. Withdrawing his plea
earlier this month, Verma filed
a statutory complaint to defence
minister Nirmala Sitharaman,

requesting that a decision be
taken in 10 days.
He approached the AFT on
Tuesday again as the 10-day
period ended on Monday and the
ministry had not responded to
his complaint.
Verma, who heads the Andaman and Nicobar Command in
Port Blair, would have been the
senior-most officer in the
navy on May 31 when Admiral
Sunil Lanba retired. Singh currently heads the Visakhapatnam-based Eastern Naval Command.

Speaking to a group of intellectuals in the temple city after
the mega roadshow, Modi said
security is a pre-condition for
economic prosperity and under
his government, there had been
no terror arrack on any temple
or city in the last five years.
“Terrorism is now limited to a
small region of Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.
Varanasi is an important seat
in Hinduism, and holds great
significance in the politics of
eastern Uttar Pradesh. Modi
decided to contest Varanasi,
apart from Vadodara in Gujarat, in the last parliamentary
election to revive the BJP’s fortunes in the country’s most populous state, which sends 80 lawmakers to the Lok Sabha, more
than any other state. Modi held
a similar roadshow before filing
his nomination papers in Varanasi in 2014.
“Today’s show was bigger
than 2014,” Tiwari claimed.
“Modi was hope for people in
2014. Today, he is their confidence.”
Uttar Pradesh is the most
crucial battleground for the
BJP in the 2019 general election.
The party is confronting a
united challenge from one-time
arch rivals Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party,
which are counting on the support of Dalits, other backward
classes and minorities to dent
the strength of the BJP, which
on its own won 71 of the 80 Lok
Sabha seats in UP the last time
around.
Speculation that Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra may challenge
Modi in Varanasi fizzled out on
Thursday after the Congress
said former legislator Ajay Rai
would be its candidate for the
seat. Rai was the Congress candidate in 2014 as well, and he finished third with 75,614 votes
against Modi’s tally of 581,022
votes.

Lankan Muslim youth since the
tsunami of 2004. Was Pakistan
involved in the attacks?
While we are investigating
the possibility of foreign links,
there is no evidence yet to suggest any particular country has
backed these terrorists. All the
countries in our region are faced
with the same threats. India is
trying to prevent global terror
from spreading into our countries. Even the best of defences
can sometimes be breached by
ruthless terrorists, as we have
seen time and again, all over the
world. Our intelligence has
worked with their counterparts
abroad. But this is the first time
that global terrorism has struck
Sri Lanka. This is a new experience for us and we will work
with our international allies to
apprehend all the perpetrators.
Q)There are unconfirmed
reports that at least one of Sunday’s suicide bombers received
some training at a terror camp
in Pakistan. Colombo has excellent relations with Islamabad
since you received its military
support to end your civil war in
2009. Will ties be impacted now?
Pakistan has fully supported
Sri Lanka’s war on terror. If
necessary, we will seek their
help to trace the terrorists and
eliminate them. I see this tragic
event as further strengthening
the trust that exists between our
countries and increasing cooperation.
Q) Sri Lankan Armed Forces
(SLAF) have maintained that
12,000 Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) cadre
escaped and regrouped in European countries in 2009. Since
then, caches of weapons have
occasionally surfaced in Sri
Lanka’s Northern Province
(NP). The LTTE is the inventor
of both the improvised explosive
device (IED) as well as the suicide vest (incidentally, a
favoured weapon of the Pakistan-based LeT). Could the
LTTE have been a co-conspirator in this attack?
Suicide bombings are no
longer a trademark of only the
LTTE. They inspired many
international terrorist outfits
who followed their inhuman
methods. Therefore, while we
can rule out the active involvement of any LTTE elements, we
can use the expertise and experience of our defence forces in
dismantling the LTTE, to neutralise these external threats.
Q) Sri Lanka’s Muslim community was always non-controversial and committed to secularism. Yet, 33 Sri Lankan Muslims joined the Islamic State in
recent years. You said some
days ago that some of them may
have been involved in the attack
on Sunday. Are Muslims being
oppressed in Sri Lanka?
The Muslim community was
under pressure from 2012 to
2014. Since 2015, there has been
a marked improvement. AntiMuslim sentiment was not
allowed to raise its head.

frompageone

‘Conspiracy
against CJI’
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AfterSriLankablasts,drive Bureaucrats must be made
ontohuntdown‘sleepercells’ as accountable as politicians
September 2018.
Over half a dozen others from
Kerala’s Palakkad, Kozhikode
and other parts of the coastal
state had travelled to Sri Lanka
on different dates before finally
shifting to Afghanistan’s
Nangarhar province, the official
said.
The central agencies suspect
there could be several other IS
“sleepercells”and“followers”in
these two states who might have
some information about Sri
Lanka blasts, or were in touch
with the attackers.
Kerala police chief Loknath
Behera confirmed that the state
police are assisting the central
agencies in the operation. Tamil
NadudirectorgeneralofpoliceT
KRajendranrefusedtocomment.
Conversations on social
media, call records and statementsofISrecruitsarrestedfrom
these two states in the past are
being analysed to look for clues.
Majority of IS recruits, who
either travelled to Syria or
Afghanistan, were from Kerala,
the official claimed.

Another officialfromtheministry of home affairs, who asked
not to be named, said several
rounds of meetings have also
taken place between Research
and Analysis Wing , Intelligence
Bureau, NIA and other agencies
to discuss the strategy on how to
contain the threat.
The government has repeatedlyassertedthatIShasgot“negligible”supportfromIndianMuslims while all the statepolice forces haveworkedin coordination
forpastfour-fiveyearstorestrain
the activities of global terror
outfit.
According to a second MHA
official, countries such as
Canada, Japan, Singapore, and
Bangladesh have often
approached Indian agencies
seeking to emulate their
approach on controlling the IS.
The Indian agencies are
currentlyhelpingtheSriLankan
authorities informally in the
blasts’ probe, and if requested,
an NIA team could also be sent
there,saidtheMHAofficialcited
above.

Navy chief succession row: Address Bodies of two minor
complaint in 3 weeks says tribunal girls found hanging
HT Correspondent

nation

Will seek Pak
help to trace
terrorists
Q) Islamic State has claimed
responsibility for the carnage in
Colombo. But over the past
days, your government spokesmen have named various other
groups, the local National
Thowheeth Jamaath (NTJ), the
Jamaath-e-Mujahedeen India
(JMI) – an offshoot of the Bangladesh terror group Jamaat-ulMujahideen Bangladesh (JMB)
which, in turn, was used by Pakistani diplomats in Dhaka and
Colombo for pushing fake
Indian currency and gathering
classified information on India
. Meanwhile, Indian intelligence
officials have also pointed out
that Pakistan-based terror
group Lashkar-e-Taiba’s (LeT)
charity, Idara Khidmat e Khalq,
has been radicalising Sri

from tree in MP

KANPUR: The bodies of two minor
girls were found hanging from a
tree in Madhya Pradesh’s Chitrakoot district on Wednesday,
policesaid.Thegirlsaged,16and
17, were residents of Kataiya Khadar village and had
reportedly gone to the field to
relievethemselvesaroundnoon,
but never came back, according
to the father of one of the
girls.
“Whentheydid notreturntill
evening, we began to search for
them,” he said. Their bodies

were eventually found hanging
fromatreeinanorchardsome500
meters away from their homes.
Manoj Jha, superintendent of
police,Chitrakoot,saidinvestigation is on to ascertain the exact
causeofthedeath.Primafaciethe
deaths appear to be a case of suicide, Jha told news agency ANI.
“Prima facie it looks like they
have tried to kill themselves by
hanging,” he was quoted as saying. “We are waiting for the postmortem report before taking furHTC
ther action,” said Jha.

shishir gupta
executive editor

P

oliticians are made
accountable every five
years in India. NDA I
makes way for UPA
I-II and then NDA-II.
But the basic structure of permanent bureaucracy is never
called into question or held
accountable the same way. With
career bureaucrats having an
average shelf life of over 30
years, many self -serving mandarins outlive politicians by
miles, with far less accountability and even less at stake. Then,
this isn’t true of just India.
Other countries, including all of
our sub-continental neighbours
exhibit the same behaviour.
In this context, Sri Lankan
President Maithripala Sirisena
has made the bureaucracy
accountable by firing his
defence secretary and police
chief for the Easter Day massacre by the Islamic State inspired
National Towheeth Jamaath
(NTJ) terrorist group.
To be sure, the communication failure between Sirisena
and the country’s Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe also
contributed to the lack of
response from the state despite
actionable intelligence. The
political blame definitely rests
with the former as national
security powers are centralized
under the head of state. Apart
from the multiple alerts based
on operational grade intelligence sent by India warning of
impending attacks to Sri Lanka,
New Delhi sent one of its senior
most intelligence officers to
Colombo to drive home the seriousness of the threat. The postattack CCTV footage with
Islamic bombers carrying military grade explosives in their

A soldier standing guard at
St Anthony's Shrine in
Colombo.

AFP

back-packs into luxury hotels
and churches without any security checks makes it quite evident that alerts were either
swept under the bureaucratic
carpet or not acted upon.
In some ways, the Easter Day
attacks and the 26/11 Mumbai
massacre have a lot of similarities in the context of intelligence
alerts and national security
response but stand in sharp contrast over accountability. There
was a specific intelligence alert
from US intelligence about the
intruding Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
(LeT) ship from Karachi, which
was duly disseminated to the
Indian Navy and Coast Guard.
The Mumbai Police had been
warned at the highest level
about the impending attack and
possible modus operandi of the
jihadis. But the Indian Navy did
not find the intelligence actionable enough and the Mumbai
police believed, after the attacks
started, that it was witnessing
gang warfare, not a terror
attack. This is no different from
the Sri Lankan Army and Police
which believed that the only
threat to the Island nation was
from Tamil separatists and not
self-radicalized jihadis who
have been growing in numbers
since the rise of ISIS in 2014. The
result was that 166 innocents
were gunned down in 26/11 and
we are still counting the dead in
the April 21 bombings.
To say that the Easter Day
attack was a retaliation of

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the
candidates that the Commission has fixed the interview for the
Post of Accounts Officer in HPGCL (Advt.No.11(3)/2015 from
01.05.2019 to 02.05.2019 at 9.30 AM in Commission’s Office, Bays
No. 1 -10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula. Interview letters are being
sent separately to the eligible candidates. The Schedule of
interview for the post has been uploaded on Commission’s website
i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 24.04.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76177

PROPOSAL ON
FOREIGNERS

Detention centre
case: CJI pulls up
Assam chief secy
NEWDELHI:Chief Justice of India

Ranjan Gogoi on Thursday
pulled up Assam chief secretary
Alok Kumar and threatened to
initiate departmental and contempt proceedings against him
for an affidavit proposing
release of foreigners held in
detention for five years or more
after furnishing bonds and biometrics.
“You want to allow a man
who is deemed to be a foreigner
to stay after he executes a bond.
You want the Supreme Court to
be a party to an illegal order?’’
Gogoi asked.
“Your government has not
succeeded in following Constitution and you expect the court
to be a party to it. You are asking
the Supreme Court to be a party
to an illegal order.”
Gogoi threatened to order
departmental proceedings
against Kumar. “You have no
right to continue in office.” He
added Kumar does not know
what he is doing. “He is signing
on dotted lines. Chief Secretary,
you are in serious trouble. We
are going to issue a notice to
you for making slanderous
statements against the law,”
said Gogoi after going through
the Assam government’s
affidavit on the status of foreigners in detentions centres in the
state. “Foreigners who have
completed five years in detention centres may be released
subject to furnishing security of
~ 5 lakh,’’ the affidavit said. HTC
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March 21 Christchurch Mosque
attack is rather simplistic as
India had picked up plans of a
possible attack in Sri Lanka
way back in December 2018.
Christchurch may have been
only been the trigger. However,
unlike India, Colombo has made
the bureaucracy accountable
and has sent a strong message
down the ranks that incompetence won’t be tolerated. Barring Mumbai police commissioner and the home minister of
day, none of the actual recipients of the actual operational
intelligence were held accountable for the humongous fiasco
that 26/11 was. While many
experts will argue that the
action of the Sri Lankan President will lower the morale of the
troops, the counter is that just as
there should be zero tolerance to
terror, there should be none of
bureaucratic incompetence.
The Easter Day attacks and
their response highlight a crying need for bureaucratic
reform in countries across the
sub-continent, where seniority
is still confused with merit. This
is also due to poor human
resource assessment filters
with nearly all bureaucrats having outstanding annual confidential records.
For last mile delivery
whether it is on the platform of
governance or internal security
or diplomacy, the bureaucracy
must be made as accountable as
the political leaders of the day.
Events such as the Easter Day
or 26/11 are also indicators of
the government’s response to
crisis like any natural calamity.
The old World War II British
architecture, which was not
even rooted in the prevailing
sub-continent eco-system,
should give way to more
accountable governance keeping in mind the local facts
on ground. Else, even the best
of actionable intelligence will
fail.

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the
candidates that the Commission has fixed the interview for the
various posts of Lecturer in Shri Krishna Govt. Ayurvedic College,
Kurukshetra in Health & Ayush Deptt., Haryana, which is as under:Sr.
No.

Lecturer, Rog Nidan

2 (7)/
2016

2.

Lecturer, Dravya Guna

--do--

3.
4.
5.

Lecturer, Panchakarma
Lecturer, Kaya Chikitsa
Lecturer, Samhita,
Sanksrit & Siddhanta
Lecturer, Agad Tantra &
Vidhi Ayurved
Lecturer, Swastha Vritta

--do---do---do--

7.
8.
9.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR THE
ALLOTMENT OF WHOLESALE LICENSE OF IMFL (L-1) AND
COUNTRY LIQUOR (L-13) FOR THE YEAR 2019-2020.
The applications are invited for grant of wholesale license of IMFL in the
form of L-1 and wholesale license of Country Liquor in form of L-13. Both the
wholesale license of IMFL, L-1 and Country Liquor L-13, shall be granted to
retail licensees of the district in order of the revenue contributed by them on
25th April, 2019. The revenue contribution to be considered for L-1 and L-13
shall be the parts of total revenue contribution made by the licensee in a
district. The parts of revenue to be attributed to IMFL and CL shall be
computed by dividing total bid amount in proportion for IMFL and CL. The
proportion shall be derived by multiplying quota of IMFL allotted to him with
district incidence for the year 2016-17 and quota of CL multiplied by the
district incidence of CL for the year 2016-17. It is also displayed on the official
website of the department www.haryanatax.gov.in.
Now, the applications are invited for L-1/L-13 licenses for the Gurugarm
(West), Rewari and Sirsa district only mentioned in the table given below:

Sr.
No.

District

No. of L-1 to be given
No. of L-13 to be
on the basis of Revenue given on the basis of
contributed on
Revenue contributed
25.04.2019
on 25.04.2019

1 Gurugram (West)

3

3

2. Rewari

3

2

3. Sirsa

1

1

The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor
(L-13) shall be granted in accordance with the provisions of Punjab Excise
Act, 1914 as applicable to the state of Haryana Rules framed under the Excise
Policy for the year 2019-20. The Excise Policy for the year 2019- 20 is
available on the official website of the department www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The application shall be submitted in the office of the DETC (Excise)
concerned on or before 29th April, 2019. The applications shall be forwarded
by DETC (Excise) along with his comprehensive report recommendation to
the Excise and Taxation Commissioner immediately.
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor
(L-13) shall be granted subject to the provisions of Punjab Excise Act, 1914,
Rules framed thereunder and the Excise Policy for the year 2019-2020.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.

Advt.
No.

1.

6.

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT

Name of the posts

Lecturer, Sharir Rachna
Lecturer, Ras Shastra
and Bhaishajya Kalpana

--do-3(1)/
2017
--do---do--

Date of
Interview Place
interview &
time
02.05.2019 HPSC, Bays No.
at 9:30 A.M 1-10, Block-B,
Sector-4,
Panchkula
03.05.2019
--do-at 09:30 A.M
--do---do---do---do-08.05.2019
--do-at 09:30 A.M
--do---do---do--

--do--

--do---do--

--do---do--

Interview letters are being sent separately to the eligible
candidates on their E-mail. The Schedule for interview for the
aforesaid posts have been uploaded on Commission's website i.e.
http://hpsc.gov.in.
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 24.04.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76177

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the
candidates that the Commission has fixed the interview for the 05
posts of Lecturer Rural Development, Management & Planning,
Panchayati Raj, Health & Sanitation and Lecturer Information &
Technology (Class-II) (unreserved) (Advt. No. 3 (10)/2017) and 01
posts of Lecturer, Rural Development (Class-II) (unreserved) (Advt.
No. 1(17)/2018 in Panchayats Department, Haryana on 01.05.2019
at 9.30 AM in Commission's Office, Bays No. 1-10, Block-B,
Sector-4, Panchkula. Interview letters are being sent separately to
the eligible candidates on their E-mail. The Schedule for interview
for the aforesaid posts have been uploaded on Commission's
website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in.
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 24.04.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76177

ANNOUNCEMENT
It is hereby announced for the general information of the
candidates that the Commission has fixed the interview for the
Post of Accounts Officer in DHBVNL (Advt.No.11(1)/2015) from
01.05.2019 to 02.05.2019 at 9.30 AM in Commission's Office, Bays
No. 1 -10, Block-B, Sector-4, Panchkula. Interview letters are being
sent separately to the eligible candidates. The Schedule of
interview for the above said post has been uploaded on
Commission's website i.e. http://hpsc.gov.in .
Sd/Secretary
Dated: 24.04.2019
Haryana Public Service Commission,
Panchkula
76177

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

§

e sta b l i s h e d i n 1 9 24

H I N DUSTAN TI M ES , C H AN DI G AR H
F R I DAY, APRIL 26, 2019

comment

§

10

beyondthebite

Taming the tech
Frankensteins CantheNaveenmodelcounterBJP?
RAJDEEP SARDESAI

A cautious regulation of tech
companies may be the answer

A

fter Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg, it’s Apple’s Tim
Cook’s turn to demand government regulation of
tech companies. “We all have to be intellectually
honest, and we have to admit that what we’re doing
isn’t working,” Mr Cook said at a TIME summit.

This is a big departure from the open
internet that Silicon Valley had been

ourtake

evangelising all along. It can only mean
that the tech world is aware of the Frankenstein it has let loose,
and that before the critics’ chorus to regulate the internet gets
out of hand, it would like to shift to the profitable side of history.
Regulation may help tech companies on two counts. As conversation starters, it will allow them to honourably take part in
the process of drawing up the framework they would like to see.
That standardised framework will help them draw a line for
themselves. That, in turn — unlike now when they have to face
criticism for not doing enough in case of mishaps — will also provide them with a protective shield. Until now, tech companies
have evaded responsibility, asking users to police their platforms. Asking for government’s help is the latest addition to that
list. Ironically, it was the globalisation which helped the growth
of the Internet. Demands for regulation, in some ways, reflect the
withdrawal from globalisation of many western societies.
It took a US election, some bad press over data privacy and an
angry European regulatory authority for tech companies to look
within. But as the internet is fast turning into an essential, some
want it to be declared as a human right, regulation in some forms
may become necessary to serve, more than anything else, the
consumer’s rights. As Mr Cook said: “Technology needs to be
regulated. There are now too many examples where the no rails
have resulted in a great damage to society.” Tech companies
have been irresponsible. But if it is left to governments to regulate them, caution is warranted, given that the responses of governments in many countries have often bordered on authoritarianism. The guiding principle must be what the chief of staff of the
Federal Communications Commission, Matthew Berry, said in
response to Mr Zuckerberg’s March 2019 open letter demanding

§

regulation: “I prefer the first amendment.”

NZ,Lankaunderscorea
unitedfrontagainstterror
Nationsmustrealisethatfightingglobal
terrorismrequiresgenuinecooperation

P

reliminary investigations by Sri Lankan authorities
have shown that the white supremacist who rampaged
through a mosque in New Zealand (NZ) in March
inspired the even bloodier terrorist attacks in Sri

Lanka. Terrorist chatter on social media sites of the Islamic
State, which has claimed responsibility for the Lankan attacks,
speak of repeating this against churches in Southeast Asia.
This is an important reminder of how terrorism, in terms of
ideology, tactics and response, has become an international phenomenon. While most of us assume a world built around nationstates, the NZ gunman’s world was one defined by race and ethnicity. The Lankan terrorists saw the world in terms of warring
religions. The nation-state was a secondary construct. If a
mosque attack in Christchurch is refracted through a prism of a
supposed global struggle between Islam and Christianity, then
it makes sense that what happened in NZ should result in a savage retaliation in Sri Lanka. Mirroring society at large, terrorism has become ever more globalised over time. Experts often
cite the 1968 hijacking of an Israeli airliner by a Palestinian militant group as the first “international” terror incident in modern
times. More recently, al-Qaeda harnessed media coverage of
9/11 to fuse terrorist groups around the world into a single entity.
Copycat terrorism and violence are a well-known phenomenon.
In the case of Sri Lanka, local groups served as avengers for NZ
Muslims who neither asked nor wished for such action.
The Easter bombings only underline the importance of an
earlier truism: international terrorism must be fought through
global counterterrorism cooperation. This unfortunately
remains a patchy affair with too many governments placing
petty interests above genuine cooperation. The Christchurch to
Batticaloa bridge should also serve as a warning to governments
that continue to sponsor terrorists: The fallout from such violence is both unpredictable and uncontrollable.

We can’t rule out a greater role for the regional
supremos in any post-May 23 ruling dispensation

P

olitics allows for no illness or any
sign of physical vulnerability,
especially at election time. This
mightexplainwhythenotoriously
camerashyOdishachiefminister,
Naveen Patnaik, had to telecast a
video of himself working out in the gym, if
onlytoallaypersistentrumoursofhisfailing
health.Patnaik,one of the country’slongestserving chief ministers, is arguably the most
enigmatic.HecanscarcelyspeakOriya,isnot
a natural orator, has no glitzy marketing
machine by his side, and yet remains undefeated in over two decades in politics. In an
election in which the entire focus is almost
obsessively on the Narendra Modi model of
high decibel political rhetoric, is there an
alternativeNaveenmodelthatperhapsoffers
a counter to the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) larger than life mascot?
Right through this election campaign, a
persistentquestionaskedhasbeen:Modiversus who? While Rahul Gandhi has shown an
earnest energy, he remains a fair distance
away from Modi in the national popularity
stakes.Somehow, hehasn’tbeen fullyableto
shake off the tag of being an entitled dynast.
Ironically, Patnaik too is a dynast, the son of
the formidable Biju Patnaik, whose death in
1997suddenlytransformedhisson’slifefrom
the dazzle of Lutyens’ Delhi to the more prosaic universe of Bhubaneshwar’s Naveen
Niwas. And yet, from a privileged dynast to a
regionalstrongman, Naveenbabuispartofa

constellationofstateleaderswhoofferacounter-narrativetotheonenation,oneparty,one
leader chant. From K Chandrashekar Rao
(KCR) in Telangana to Mamata Banerjee in
West Bengal to Patnaik in Odisha, each of
theseleadersischallengingtheModimonopoly over the political discourse within their
bastions.
In the age of the elected autocrat, each of
these regional bosses often display the same
authoritarian tendencies they accuse the
national Big Boss of. The Biju Janata Dal is a
one-person show as is the Trinamool, or
indeedtheTelanganaRashtraSamithi.Ifanyone is allowed entry into the charmed inner
circle, he or she mustalmostnecessarily be a
family member. Patnaik is a slight exception
heresinceheisemblematicofanotheremerging trend of the solely dominant politician,
whoseparty’sfuturewithouthimatthehelm
appearsdistinctlybleakanduncertain.These
satraps can get away with their despotic
behaviour because of their visible local connect with their voter. Would any national
partyleader,forexample,getawayasKCRdid
without even a functional cabinet for almost
two months after his December election victory? Or as Mamata Banerjee does by disallowing her rivals at times from even undertaking routine political meetings?
Thepoweroftheregionalsatrapsprimarily
stems from their complete control over the
state administration. Most of them work
through a tightly knit group of well-trained

n

Naveen Patnaik is among those who offer a
HT
counter-narrative to the BJP

bureaucratsandpoliceofficerswhoseloyalty
isexpectedtobetotheSupremeLeaderabove
all else. It is no secret, for example, that the
most powerful man in Odisha after the chief
minister is one of his hand-picked bureaucrats: The supremo trusts government officialsmuchmorethanpoliticalcolleagueswho
are often seen as potential rivals.
Ineffect,thesepoliticianshavebeenableto
create a single window clearance system,
makingtheirgovernance stylemorefocused
and decisive,if, attimes,mercurialandautocratic. And because their politics is rooted in
a more limited geographical area, they can
connectfasterandwithgreatereffectiveness
than their national counterparts. It should
comeasnosurprisethatPatnaik’sKaaliaplan

for landless farmers and KCR’s Rythu Bandhu scheme for farmers are widely seen as
superior to what both the BJP and the Congress have had to offer to the kisan. Or that
Mamata’s Kanyashree project for the girl
child has received unqualified support.
Whichbringsonebacktothecentralquestion: Modi versus who? The mahamilawat
(hodgepodge) that the BJP is so dismissive of
includesacoalition ofmanyoftheseregional
leaders.Addthe DMK,JaganMohanReddy/
Chandrababu Naidu, and indeed, even an
AkhileshandMayawatitotheNaveen-Mamata-KCRtroika,andthereisapossible150plus
seatgroupinginthenextLokSabhathatcould
offer a potential challenge to any national
leadershipthatiscontemptuousofanincreasingly federalised India. Ironically, if Modi is
unable to repeat his remarkable single party
majority of 2014, it is to these leaders even he
—aone-timeGujaratsatrap—maywellhave
toturnaspotentialalliesinthefuture.Which
iswhyevenifaUnitedFront-like1990sexperiment appears unlikely, don’t rule out a
greaterrole for theregionalsupremosin any
post-May 23 ruling dispensation.
Post-script: While interviewing Patnaik I
forgot to ask him a question that has always
intriguedme:Isbeingsingleamarkerforsuccess in 24x7 competitive politics? A few days
later, he answered my question on Twitter:
“Beingsingleisnomantraforsuccessnorisit
lonely.FourandahalfcrorepeopleofOdisha
are family for me.” It’s the kind of sharp
answer which at a national level is seen to
make the karmayogi Modi, too, such an
attractive proposition for his supporters!
Rajdeep Sardesai is a senior journalist and author
The views expressed are personal

The big picture after the
Balakot airstrikes: Does
The need to ensure justice the fate of F-16 matter?
without fear or favour
India has expanded the conventional space against
straightshot
ARGHYA SENGUPTA

The committee must fairly determine the veracity of the
allegation against the CJI irrespective of its ramifications

Pakistan but is yet to figure out how to dominate it
KUNAL
SINGH

G

rowing up in a middle-class neighbourhood in Kolkata in the 1980s, a
para dadu (an elderly man in the
neighbourhood) used to remark
every so often that the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) was second only to God when it came to
probity. A generation on, and as unseemly
allegations cloud the office of the CJI for a
second time in two years across two chief justices, this cherished belief appears to be
unravelling.
The sexual misconduct allegations against
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi are unprecedented. If the allegations are true, the actions
complained of are shocking and unquestioningly constitute conduct unbecoming of a
judge. If false, they are a slanderous expression of vendetta politics. Either way, there is
so much detail provided in the affidavit sent
by the staffer concerned to the judges of the
Supreme Court that an impartial inquiry can
quickly ascertain the credibility of the statements and the bona fides of its maker.
This is why the setting up of an inquiry
committee of the Supreme Court led by Justice SA Bobde and including Justice Indira
Banerjee is both timely and appropriate.
In the same breath, the establishment of a
separate inquiry headed by a retired judge,
Justice AK Patnaik, to look into allegations
of a conspiracy against the CJI is befuddling.
The possibility of a conspiracy can only arise
pursuant to the first committee finding the
sexual misconduct allegations to be
vexatious.
Without waiting for such a determination,
ordering a judicial probe appears premature.
At this time, with unverified rumours
impinging the credibility of the staffer concerned on the one hand andthe fairness of the
judicial process on the other, institutional
credibility can only be restored by a free, fair
and impartial inquiry to get to the bottom of
the allegations made by the staffer. Such an
inquiry, according to the Restatement of Values of Judicial Life, accepted by the full court
of the Supreme Court, can only be done by an
in-house committee of judges.
Manycommentatorshavepointedoutthat
this in-house committee does not strictly
contemplate proceedings against the Chief
Justice of India. That is true. Equally true is
the fact that the Vishakha guidelines for protection of women from sexual harassment at
workplaces, laid down by the Supreme Court
itself, cannot be used if the aggrieved person
is a court employee.
These are serious deficiencies in the internal rules of the Supreme Court that require
calm introspection by the judges. If the
Supreme Court can lay down one law for the
country and another one for itself, there
could scarcely be a worse advertisement for
the rule of law.
But this is not the time to offer knee-jerk
reactions to undo past follies. Correcting
them, while critical, is time-consuming and
requires careful deliberation. At this time, of
prime importance is to determine the veracity of the allegations made. Only a fair and
expeditious inquiry can achieve that.
Several persons, including the complainant, have voiced misgivings about the fair-
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If the Supreme Court can lay down one
law for the country and another one for
itself, there could scarcely be a worse
advertisement for the rule of law
REUTERS

ness of the inquiry headed by Justice Bobde:
It comprises judges alone; is headed by a
man; and its report will have to be submitted
to the full Court which, according to newspaper reports, has already rallied behind the
Chief Justice.
When the actions of powerful men are subject to inquiry, such misgivings are natural.
But consider for a moment the extraordinary
nature of the allegation against perhaps the
most respected holder of a public office in
India. The reverence with which the office of
the CJI is held can tilt the scales before any
inquiry panel.
It is precisely in such extraordinary situations that applying the in-house committee
procedure, applicable to all judges of the
Supreme Court and high courts, its faults
notwithstanding, rather than inventing an
ad hoc procedure is important. If the basic
integrity of sitting judges of the Supreme
Court to undertake and decide on a fair
inquiry into the purported misconduct of one
of their own cannot be trusted, one needs to
ask more serious questions of the constitutional role of the Supreme Court itself.
It ultimately falls on the Justice Bobde-led
inquiry committee to fairly determine
whether the allegation that the CJI sexually
harassed his staffer has merit.
In its process, as much as its result, rests
not only the institutional credibility of the
judiciary to do justice without fear or favour
but also the unshakeable belief of many like
my para dadu who still view an allegation
against a judge as blasphemous.
Its ramifications, one way or another, will
be felt for a long time to come.
Arghya Sengupta is research director,
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
The views expressed are personal

n the recent India-Pakistan crisis, two
major claims of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) have been called into question.
One, did the IAF hit the terrorist infrastructure in Balakot with precision on February 26? Two, did an Indian Mig-21 Bison
shoot down a Pakistani F-16 in the skirmish
that followed the next day? There have
been a lot of claims and counterclaims, so
there is no point revisiting the same debate.
I aim to investigate how much the truth
behind both claims matter in the bigger picture. Which one of the two claims is more
important to the future of the deterrence
equation in South Asia? And why?
Let’s begin with an answer. The claim of
an F-16 kill is more important than the efficacy of Indian airstrikes in Balakot.
The airstrikes in Balakot were about
redrawing a line, which India did successfully. Till now, the Pakistani assumption
had been that it can sponsor terrorist
attacks on Indian soil with impunity
because it could threaten the first use of
nuclear weapons to prevent a conventional
Indian response. If at all India would
respond, its choices would be circumscribed by the threat of Pakistani nuclear
weapons, especially the low-yield battlefield variants.
One particular manifestation of this
thinking was the perceived inviolability of
the international border. India’s response,
if any, would never go beyond Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, it was assumed. But with
Balakot in Khyber Pankhtunkhwa —
undisputed Pakistani territory — having
been targeted, the conventional wisdom
has been overturned and the Pakistan’s
“full-spectrum deterrence” significantly
dented.
The political objective of the Balakot
operation was, therefore, met, even if we go
by the theory that the IAF did not hit its targets. This was the reason why Pakistan
hastily chose to respond with its own air
force the next day in an attempt to restore
deterrence. Pakistani air force chose to
limit its operation to Kashmir, but it did
manage to shoot down a Mig-21 Bison and
capture its pilot. But more important,
according to New Delhi’s own version, Pakistan targeted military installations as
opposed to India striking non-military tar-

THE IAF’S SUCCESS AGAINST
PAKISTAN WOULD HAVE HARDLY
COUNTED AS A PREPARATION
FOR CHINA. EQUALLY, A SETBACK
IN A MINOR SKIRMISH AGAINST
PAKISTAN IS NO PROPHECY FOR
DOOM ON THE CHINA FRONT

gets in Balakot. So this in itself represented
an escalation from Pakistan. And here the
truth about F-16 becomes important. If the
IAF did indeed kill an F-16, the scorecard
gets settled in India’s favour — an F-16 is a
far bigger prize than a Mig-21 Bison. Pakistan’s escalation then actually backfired.
However, if no F-16 went down, Pakistan
actually managed to escalate and end the
air skirmish in its favour.
This talk of a scorecard with 1-1 or 0-1 kill
may sound a bit juvenile but is important
once we factor in the political objective of
the Balakot operation. Certainly, the idea
was to reset the threshold for nuclear conflict by using air power to hit undisputed
Pakistani territory. But the objective could
not have been said to be successfully
achieved if Pakistan managed to mount
heavy damages on India on the next day.
Therefore, the political objective had to be
twofold: 1) expanding the space for conventional response after a terrorist attack by
openly challenging the vague nuclear red
lines; and 2) dominating the escalatory ladder thereafter. If the leadership in New
Delhi decided not to escalate despite Pakistan escalating and capturing an IAF pilot,
then clearly India is nowhere close to dominating the escalatory ladder.
The events of February 27, therefore,
show that though the space for conventional warfare has expanded post-Balakot,
that window is still limited. If the nuclear
bluff had been entirely called — as Prime
MinisterNarendra Modi has been claiming
on the campaign trail — India could have
brought to bear sufficient firepower in
order to achieve an unambiguous victory.
While India has established space for a first
response to terrorist attacks, nuclear
deterrence continues to play a role in subsequent rounds of combat. The Indian forces will have to figure out how to make the
best use of this new conventional space to
achieve maximum dominance over their
Pakistani counterparts. The other area of
improvement is communications — key to
projecting advantage/victory in limited
warfare.
A couple of US-based scholars have suggested that the failure to decisively win the
February 27 dogfight is indicative of India’s
lack of utility as America’s Indo-Pacific
partner against China. Now, this is a quite
a stretch. The US doesn’t want India to have
an overwhelming advantage over Pakistan
— it would complicate America’s withdrawal from Afghanistan, and would
reduce its leverage over New Delhi. Moreover, it cannot be realistically expected that
the US would have wanted the IAF to shoot
down a few American-made F-16s at a time
when Washington was itself counselling
restraint, just because it would have
proven India’s worth as a potent balancer
to China. The IAF’s success against Pakistan would have hardly counted as a preparation for China. Equally, a setback in a
minor skirmish under a nuclear shadow
against Pakistan is no prophecy for doom
on the China front. The US is too smart to
start selling Indian stocks based on the
results of the February 27 dogfight.
n
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Nirav likely to seek bail
again in UK court today
IN A SPOT Fugitive diamantaire accused in
PNB case will appear in court via video-link
Prasun Sonwalkar
n

Auction of Nirav, Choksi
cars fetches ₹3.28 crore

letters@hindustantimes.com

Pratik Salunke
LONDON: Diamantaire Nirav

Modi, 48, is expected to seek bail
again when the Westminster
Magistrates Court takes up his
case on Friday before his extradition trial begins later in the
year.
He is lodged in the Wandsworth prison in south-west
London, from where he will
appear in court via video-link.
He was denied bail on March 20
after being arrested in central
London the previous day, and
again on March 29, despite offering £1 million as a security
deposit.
Nirvan Modi is wanted in
India to face charges of major
financial irregularities linked to
loans from a Mumbai branch of
Punjab National Bank, among
others. He earlier sought citizenship of Vanuatu through an
investment scheme, which was
declined, the court was told at
the last hearing.
The legal team defending
Modi offered that he would follow stringent bail conditions, if
granted, such as wearing an electronic tag on his ankle. The tag
operates on GPS technology that
enables police to track a wearer’s
location any time.
Chief magistrate Emma

Former army chief
appointed Indian
envoy to Seychelles
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former army chief

General Dalbir Singh was on
Thursday named as the Indian
high commissioner India to Seychelles, an Indian Ocean island
nation. A ministry of external
affairs statement said Gen Singh
is expected to take up the assignment shortly.
Gen Singh was the army chief
when India carried out surgical
strikes against terror launch
pads in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in September 2016. The
strikes were carried in response
to the Uri terror attack in which
19 soldiers were killed.
His appointment is being seen
as recognition of his achievements when he was the army
chief from 2014 to 2016. It was also
during Singh’s tenure that
India’s Special Forces carried out
a cross-border raid into Myanmar in 2015 to destroy militant
camps to avenge the killing of 18
Indian soldiers in an ambush in
Manipur’s Chandel district.
Defence and security form an
important pillar of the bilateral
relationship between Indian and
Seychelles and Singh’s appointment could help cement the ties
further. In June 2018, India and
Seychelles said they would work
together on developing a naval
base on Assumption Island while
keeping “each other’s interests”
in mind, days after reports suggested the Indian Ocean nation
had scrapped an agreement on
the project. Experts said the base
would help India counter growing Chinese presence in the
Indian Ocean region, although no
progress has been made on the
project. The PM had then also
announced a $100-million line of
credit for Seychelles to buy
Indian defence equipment to
boost its maritime capacity.
Former navy chief Admiral Nirmal Verma was appointed as high
commissioner of India to Canada
in 2012. He held the post for the
next three years.

n
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MUMBAI:Twelve cars belonging to

n

Nirav Modi

Arbuthnot accepted the prosecution’s objections and denied him
bail due to flight risk, the high
value and seriousness of fraud in
the scandal in India, and his
“lack of community ties” in the
Indian diaspora in the United
Kingdom.
The Crown Prosecution Service representing India has until
May 24 to serve papers detailing
Modi’s involvement in the loans
scam. There was some criticism
of the quality of India’s paperwork at the March 29 hearing,
particularly in relation to pagination and numbering.

diamantaire Nirav Modi and his
fugitive uncle Mehul Choksi were
auctioned off on Thursday, at prices ranging from ₹2.7 lakh to ₹1.33
crore.
The cars, most of them highend models, were seized by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
after it charged Nirav with money-laundering in the Punjab
National Bank (PNB) fraud case.
The auction fetched the government exchequer ₹3.28 crore in all.
“Eleven cars belonging to the
Nirav Modi group and two
belonging to Mehul Choksi were
put up for an e-auction from 12pm
to 4pm,” said a high-ranking ED
officier. “We extended the auction to 5.30pm as bids kept flowing
in,” the officer said.
Only one car, a Toyota (E4)
Corolla Altis 1.8 G, registered in
2011 and listed at a starting price
of ₹3.50 lakh, did not get any bids
and went unsold. A Rolls Royce
Ghost, a British luxury car
driven 24,439 km with a premium
registration number (MH-01AS-8), was sold for ₹1.33 crore. It
was registered nine years ago and
received ₹10,000 more than the
starting price. A Porsche Pana-

ALARMING FINDING

India’s forest cover
loss in 17 yrs is four
times the size of Goa
Jayashree Nandi
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India has lost over 1.6

million hectare of tree cover
between 2001 and 2018, about four
times the geographical area of
Goa, according to a new study
released by the World Resources
Institute (WRI), a global research
non-profit, on Thursday.
In India, five north-eastern
states — Nagaland, Tripura,
Meghalaya, Mizoram and Manipur — were responsible for over
50% of all tree cover loss in the
same period, data analysed by
WRI’s Global Forest Watch
shows. The loss of tree cover contributed to 172 MT of carbon emissions in India during this period,
according to the study.
The analysis reveals the total
tree cover which used to be 12% of
the country’s geographical area
in 2000 reduced to 8.9% in 2010.
The Global Forest Watch uses a
dataset collated by the University
of Maryland, Google, US Geological Survey, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), besides satellite
images, to map tree cover (at 30
metre resolution) globally for the
years 2000 and 2010. The dataset
defines all vegetation taller than
5 metres in height to be tree cover.
“The data used by Global Forest Watch for this analysis is very
coarse for India. The dataset also
doesn’t cover open forest and
scrub forest which is a big composition of forests in India. The
main reason for loss of tree cover
in the north-eastern states is
diversion of forest land; climate
change is also impacting the quality of forests,” said Ruchika
Singh, director, sustainable landscapes and restoration at WRI
India. The data analysis shows
that “forestry” or large-scale
plantations, are paradoxically,
the main drivers for tree cover
loss in India.

IN INDIA, FIVE NORTHEASTERN STATES —
NAGALAND, TRIPURA,
MEGHALAYA, MIZORAM
AND MANIPUR — WERE
RESPONSIBLE FOR
OVER 50% OF ALL
TREE COVER LOSS
But Global Forest Watch’s
findings are vastly different from
that of the Forest Survey of India
which has been recording a gradual increase in tree and forest
cover during the same period.
According to FSI’s 2005 and 2017
“State of the Forest Reports”, the
tree cover increased to 93,815 sq
km from 91,663 sq km in this
12-year period. “Global Forest
Watch has a very coarse resolution. It was started for monitoring
deforestation in Brazil. But there
is a recent report by NASA which
says China and India responsible
for greening of the globe. It is far
more scientific than the Global
Forest Watch. Our data shows
gradual rise in forest and tree
cover and forest carbon storage,”
said Subhash Asutosh, director
general, FSI.
Explaining the Indian method
of collecting data, Saibal Dasgupta, a former director general
of FSI, said, “In the last two years
forest and tree cover has
increased by 1% in India. We do
wall-to-wall mapping. One reason why there could be a discrepancy with Global Forest Watch’s
findings is that we cover any tree
with even 2 metres height in our
tree and forest cover analysis. We
cover pretty much all vegetation
visible through satellite data.”
Professor NH Ravindranath, forestry expert at the Indian Institute of Science, also pointed out
how Indian definition of tree
cover is different from others.

mera, driven 30,326km, and registered with a premium number
(MH-01-AT-5) in 2010, was sold for
₹54 lakh. A Mercedes Benz GL 350
sold almost ₹16 lakh over the
starting price. The car’s starting
price was ₹37.80 lakh but it sold
for ₹53.76 lakh. The other cars
sold on Thursday include a Mercedes Benz CLS 350, two Honda
Brios, a Toyota Innova 2.5, a
Honda CR-V and a BMW X1,
among others. The e-auction was
conducted by the Mumbai office
of the Metal Scrap Trade Corporation Limited, a state-owned
e-commerce company. Bidders
were allowed to inspect vehicles
from April 21 to April 23, but not
allowed test drives. The ED will
now evaluate the bids before the
cars are given to the buyers. “It
was an e-auction. Anybody was
free to participate with no manual intervention in the bidding
process,” said a source privy to
the auctioning.
Nirav Modi is currently lodged
in the Wandsworth jail in the
United Kingdom. He has been
denied bail twice by the Westminster Magistrates Court, after the
prosecution pointed out that he
could flee the UK if released,
influence witnesses and destroy
evidence. The next hearing in his
case is on Friday.

CBI to question
former Union
minister from TDP
HYDERABAD: The CBI on Thursday

served summons on former
Union minister and Telugu
Desam Party MP YS Chowdary in
connection with a ₹71 crore bank
fraud case.
The CBI asked Chowdary to
appear before its Bengaluru
office on Friday for questioning
on the alleged default in payment
of ₹71 crore to Andhra Bank by
Best and Crompton Engineering
Projects Limited. The CBI had
registered a case against the company in 2017 and named company
managing director K Srinivas
Kalyan Rao and four other directHTC
ors as accused.

Red alert as Cyclone Fani
moves closer to TN coast
HT Correspondent
n
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CHENNAI:A former nurse at a government hospital and her husband were arrested in Tamil
Nadu’s Rasipuram on Thursday
for their alleged involvement in
illegal adoption of babies.
Amuthavalli was arrested
along with Ravichandran after
she was caught on a purported
audio tape discussing rates of
babies with a prospective buyer.
“The rate depends upon colour and complexion as well as
sharp features of a baby as well
as whether it is a male or female.
If it is male, the rate would be
as high as ~4.25 lakh, and for a
female, ~2.70 lakh,” Amuthavalli
is purportedly heard saying.
“If the baby has sharp features, the rate might even go up.
But, first, you should pay an
advance of not less than ~30,000
so that I can begin the process.
You can pay the remainder when
you come here to take the baby.”
She is heard asking the buyer,
Sathish, who had contacted her
through a relative, to visit her

Deals
Today’s business world is a little like instant
noodles.Something is always cooking every two minutes.
That’s why we always keep you two steps ahead with the
latest news on mergers, acquisitions, and everything in
between.
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INDIGO CREW
MEMBER SAYS
PILOT MOLESTED
HER ON FLIGHT
Faizan Haidar

CHENNAI:The India Meteorological

Department on Thursday issued
a red alert for Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, saying a “heavy to
very heavy rainfall” is likely lash
the southern state and the union
territory on April 30 and May 1.
The IMD and other private
weather forecasters have predicted that low pressure formed
over the Bay of Bengal is most
likely to develop as a cyclone
which would be named “Fani”.
According to the IMD, if the
low pressure transforms into a
cyclone, it will move west and
north-west direction towards
Tamil Nadu. “A well low-pressure area lies over East Equatorial Indian Ocean and adjoining
the southeast Bay of Bengal. It is
very likely to intensify into a
depression during next 24 hours
over East Equatorial Indian
Ocean and adjoining central
parts of south Bay of Bengal and
into a Cyclonic Storm during subsequent 24 hours over southwest
Bay of Bengal and adjoining
Equatorial Indian Ocean,” the
IMD alert read, adding, “It is very
likely to move northwestwards
along and off the east coast of Sri
Lanka near north Tamil Nadu
coast on 30th April 2019.” S Balachandran, IMD’s Chennai
regional director said, “We are
monitoring the system. Only on
April 27 can we predict when and
where the cyclone will make the
landfall.”
He also advised fishermen to
not venture into the sea in the
coming week. Though the IMD

n

n

Weather-tracking website Skymetweather.com has observed that
the system may strengthen as a tropical storm in the evening of
AFP
April 27 or in the morning of April 28.

has not predicted the exact place
where Cyclone Fani would make
a landfall, Nagapattinam-based
independent weather analyst
Selva Kumar has claimed that the
Cyclone Fani will cross the shore
between Manamelkudi (Pudukkottai district) and Adirampattinam (Thanjavur district) coastal
areas. Kumar had correctly predicted that Cyclone Gaja would
cross the shores between Nagapattinam and Vedaranyam
coasts in November last, which
killed 63 people in the state.
Weather tracking website Skymetweather.com has observed that
the system may strengthen as a
tropical storm in the evening of
April 27 or in the morning of April
28. “It is to be named as Cyclone
Fani. By this time, it would have
reached Southwest Bay of Bengal, close to Sri Lanka. Gradually,
it will come in close proximity of
North Tamil Nadu coast in the
Southwest Bay of Bengal.
Weather models are then show-

ing the tendency of the system to
move more of north-northwestwards and re-curve thereafter,”
Skymetweather said in its blog.
The private weather
forecaster has also said that it
was already a slow-moving system.
“If the system re-curves, it is
likely to further make it slower.
This means that the system may
become more intense and spend
more time in the proximity of
Tamil Nadu coast, resulting in
good rains over the state including Chennai for a prolonged
period,” the prediction reads.
If the cyclone makes a landfall,
it will be the second one in five
months after Cyclone Gaja hit the
state in November.
Following the IMD red alert on
Thursday, district administrations of Pudukkottai, Thanjavur,
Nagapattinam, Cuddalore and
Thiruvarur have advised the
fishermen to not venture into the
sea for the next few days.

Mumbai serial blasts convict dies
HT Correspondent
n

TURK WAS CONVICTED
FOR PLANTING THE
BOMB AT MUMBAI’S
CENTURY BAZAAR, ONE
OF THE 12 SITES
DEVASTATED BY SERIAL
BLASTS IN 1993
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NAGPUR: Abdul Gani Turk, who

was among those convicted of
their role in the 1993 Mumbai
bomb blasts, died at the government hospital here on Thursday.
Nagpur Central Jail superintendent, Rani Bhonsale, said
Turk’s situation suddenly deteriorated and he was immediately
rushed to the hospital. “A post
mortem will be conducted at the
hospital tomorrow,’’ she said.
“We have informed the family
members of Turk about his
death at the hospital.” Turk was
brought to Nagpur central jail in
2012.Turk was convicted for
planting the bomb at Mumbai’s
Century Bazaar, one of the 12
sites devastated by serial blasts

and see for himself how she operates. Amuthavalli opted for voluntary retirement though she
had nearly 10 years of service left
and turned to the illegal adoption
business, which she describes as
a “service”.
Tamil Nadu health secretary,
Beela Rajesh, ordered an inquiry
when the purported audio surfaced the social media. Amuthavalli and Ravichandran were
arrested on Namakkal district
social welfare joint director
Usha’s complaint. According to
police officers aware of the probe
into the case, Amuthavalli initially maintained she was facilitating adoption through legal
means. But on sustained questioning, she admitted to doing it
illegally, they added. Amuthavalli had come across deliveries
of unplanned babies, which she
used for illegal adoption with the
help some hospital staffers.
She would traffic such babies
in the guise of taking them to
childcare homes, the officers
said. Namakkal police superintendent R Arularasu said the
inquiry is still on.

faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A female cabin crew

n

Abdul Gani Turk

HT PHOTO

on March 12, 1993.
A special TADA court had
convicted him for driving a van
loaded with RDX from the house
of the primary accused, Ibrahim
Mushtaq ‘Tiger’ Memon, in
Mahim, to Century Bazaar in
Worli. The Century Bazaar blast
killed 113 people; at least 257
people were killed in the

TN ex-nurse held for China stresses
trying to sell infants military ties
HT Correspondent

nation

coordinated attacks across
Mumbai.
The other blasts took place at
the Bombay Stock Exchange,
Katha Bazar, Lucky petrol pump
near Sena Bhavan, Fishermen’s
colony at Mahim Causeway, Air
India Building, Hotel Sea Rock,
Zaveri Bazaar, Plaza Theatre,
Centaur Hotel in Juhu and the
Centaur Hotel.

member of domestic carrier
IndiGo has alleged sexual harassment by a pilot of the same airline. The alleged incident happened on April 16, when the flight
she was on-board was cruising
and the co-pilot was in the washroom, she said in her complaint to
the Delhi Police, a copy of which
has been reviewed by HT.
The victim alleged that she had
gone to serve the pilot hot water
and was sitting as observer when
he asked her for a selfie and then
molested her.
“I was operating [on a] Bengaluru-Amritsar-Srinagar-Delhi
flight on April 16 and during the
first leg of the flight, the captain
asked another crew to send me in
the cockpit along with hot water.
I went inside the cockpit and first
officer went out to use the washroom. I saw captain had his
mobile phone in his hand with
camera on mode. I took the
observer seat afterwards,” the
woman said in her complaint.
While Delhi police have registered a case of harassment, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, India’s aviation regulator, is
also investigating the matter as it
is linked to safety of passengers.
“Immediately, when first officer
went out and closed the door, he
asked me to take a selfie with him,
which I clearly denied it. Then he
got up from the seat and move
towards me, which made me
uncomfortable and then I also got
up from my seat,” she claimed.
She then described how the
captain sexually harassed her till
first officer came inside the cockpit.
The woman also alleged that
after landing at Amritsar, the
pilot came to her and asked for
phone number and continued to
stalk her after every landing. He
also tried to hug her after landing
in Delhi, which was the final destination for flight and crew members. The woman informed the
rest of the crew and the airline
management in Delhi about the
incident and filed a first information report (FIR) with the Delhi
Police next day.
An IndiGo spokesperson said,
“The company is looking into an
incident on-board BengaluruAmritsar-Srinagar-Delhi flight
on April 16 and will be investigating the matter as per its applicable policy. Following the completion of investigation, the company will take necessary action.”

Court reserves order on
Christian Michel’s plea

with India, Pak

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BEIJING: China’s defence ministry

on Thursday remained silent on
the reason behind the absence of
any Pakistani warship in this
week’s high-profile maritime
parade to mark the Chinese
navy’s 70th anniversary
It linked New Delhi’s decision
to send two warships to the event
with the “broad support of the
international community” for it,
and said the People’s Liberation
Army-Navy (PLAN) was keen to
strengthen ties with both India
and Pakistan.
India dispatched its largest
destroyer, INS Kolkata, and the
largest supply ship, INS Shakti,
for the international fleet review
— inspected by President Xi Jinping — to mark PLAN’s founding day on April 23.
New Delhi sent the battleships despite the Indian Navy’s
heavy deployment in the Arabian Sea in the wake of tensions
with Pakistan after the Pulwama
terror attack in February and
India’s subsequent air strike on
a terrorist camp deep inside
HTC
Pakistan.

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on
Thursday reserved its order on a
plea by Christian Michel, the
alleged middleman arrested in
the AgustaWestland VVIP chopper case, seeking “free and fair”
trial after the supplementary
charge sheet was leaked to the
media. The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on April 11 had submitted a status report in a sealed
cover, informing the court about
the alleged leak. A day later, the
court sought a report from the
court staff regarding the number
of charge sheet copies that were
filed by the probe agency.
Special public prosecutor for
ED, DP Singh, had told the court
that there was nothing wrong if
the media published or broadcast the contents of the charge
sheet as the court has already
taken cognizance of the case and
only the fresh accused had to be
summoned. Responding to ED,
the defence counsel filed a
rejoinder and said that while, ED
refused to give them a copy of the
charge sheet, the same was

n

Christian Michel

PTI

shown on television channels.
Michel’s lawyer argued there
was a media trial because of the
leakage of the charge sheet.
The defence counsel argued
that the “entire act of publicising
the charge sheet without the due
process of law” amounts to contempt of court.
He also opposed the submission made in sealed cover and
said that “this practice is neither
transparent nor conducive of the
concept of a fair trial”. Michel’s
counsel had moved the application on April 5 alleging that the
ED “clandestinely” leaked the
charge sheet to media before the
court could take cognizance of it,
to “sensationalize the issue”.
The court has reserved its order
for May 3.
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IT SHOWS RUSSIA’S INTENTION TO DESTABILISE UKRAINE.

> FEDERICA MOGHERINI, EU foreign policy chief, on Russia giving
citizenship to people from separatist regions of Ukraine

Bidenlaunches2020bid,
says‘soul’ofUSatstake

Agencies

Yashwant Raj

COLOMBO/NEW DELHI: Sri Lanka’s
defence secretary Hemasiri Fernando on Thursday stepped
down from his post amid allegationsofmishandlingintelligence
reports that came before the
Easter Sunday attacks.
Fernando’s decision comes a
day after Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena asked him
to resign. Sirisena’s office has
said that Fernando would serve
in the post until a replacement is
appointed, reported Al Jazeera.
Also, the number of Indians
killed in the bombings rose to 11
onThursday,asonemoreperson
succumbedtoinjuries,takingthe
numberofforeignerswhodiedin
the attack to 36 as of Wednesday
night, accordingto the country’s
foreign ministry.
The ministry said 14 foreign
nationals are unaccounted for.
The mortal remains of 13 foreign
nationals have been repatriated,
the statementsaid. The ministry
said 12 foreign nationals are
receiving treatment at Colombo
SouthTeachingHospitalandprivate hospitals in Colombo.
Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be from local extremist group National Thowheed
Jamath,carriedouttheblastson
churches and luxury hotels.
India’s Home Minister Rajnath Singh said Indian authorities had shared “actionable”
intelligence with Sri Lanka
before the attack. “Desired and
actionable inputs were shared
with the authorities in Sri Lanka
prior to the blasts. But unfortunately, they (the plotters) succeeded,” Singhtold PTI. Asked if
Sri Lanka failed to act on those
inputs, he said it is not a question
ofblamingthe country’s government for it.

MEET
EET THE
HE DEMS IN FRAY

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Former US vice-

‘WELCOME TO NEW ZEALAND’: Britain's Prince William being
greeted by NZ Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern in a traditional
Maori ‘hongi’ welcome. The prince paid tribute to Australian and
New Zealand troops on Thursday at an Anzac Day ceremony. AFP

shortstories
POLIO VACCINATOR SHOT DEAD IN PAK
CHAMAN:Polio workers across Pakistan were told to remain vigilant on
Thursday after multiple attacks on vaccination teams killed at least three
people this week during an ongoing push to eradicate the disease from the
country. The latest victim, a polio worker, was shot in south-western
Balochistan province on Thursday, following separate attacks targeting
health workers in the country’s northwest earlier this week that left two
police officers dead. “The attack has taken place in a remote area, and we
have received reports that one female polio worker has been killed,” Attaullah Shah, a district police chief, told AFP, saying a second health worker was
also critically injured in the attack. Authorities have instructed polio teams
REUTERS
to remain “vigilant” amid the violence.

Elevator collapse at work
site kills 11 in north China

US executes supremacist
who lynched black man

BEIJING: An elevator collapsed at
a construction site in northern
China on Thursday, killing 11
workers. Two others were also
seriously injured in the accident in
Hengshui city, Hebei province,
local authorities said on their
official Weibo account. The
municipal authorities added that
the injured were being treated in
hospital and that an investigation
into the cause of the accident is
underway, but provided no
AFP
further details.

WASHINGTON:Avowed white
supremacist John William King
convicted of a notorious racist
murder - chaining a black man to
the back of a pickup truck and
dragging him to his death – was
put to death by lethal injection at
the Texas State Penitentiary in
Huntsville. King was one of three
white men convicted of carrying
out the 1998 murder of James
AFP
Byrd Jr.

Children of a Lesser God
writer Mark Medoff dies
NEW MEXICO:Mark Medoff, a
provocative playwright whose
Children of a Lesser God won the
Tony and Olivier awards and
whose screen adaptation of his
play earned an Oscar nomination,
has died at 79 in Las Cruces, New
Mexico. He had been battling
both multiple myeloma, a cancer,
AP
and renal failure.

UK climate activists block
stock exchange entrance
LONDON:Environmental activists
from the Extinction Rebellion
blocked the main entrance to the
London Stock Exchange on
Thursday, gluing themselves to
the doorway while wearing LED
displays reading “climate emergency”. Small groups of demonstrators also climbed atop a train
at Canary Wharf station and
blocked the road outside investment bank Goldman Sachs. AP

inthenews

FAN BINGBING

Chinese actress makes first public appearance
in a year after tax evasion allegations
She walked down the red carpet at a party for
online video platform iQiyi in Beijing after a
year’s absence from the spotlight following
allegations she evaded tax on a lucrative
movie shoot

1

2
3

The 37-year-old also posted pictures of herself on Instagram. While
some cheered her return on the platform, others complained that
she had escaped stricter punishment from tax officials
In October, authorities ordered her to pay 883 million yuan in back
taxes, fines and penalties as part of a wider crackdown on the
entertainment industry.

SUDAN CRISIS

Big crowds join sit-in
near defence ministry
Reuters
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KHARTOUM:A huge crowd massed
outsideSudan’sdefenceministry
on Thursday to demand civilian
rule,aReuterswitnesssaid,challengingtheTransitionalMilitary
Council (TMC) that removed
PresidentOmaral-Bashirearlier
this month to cede power.
Theywererespondingtoacall
by the Sudanese Professionals’
Association (SPA), the main
organiser of protests including a
sit-in outside the defence ministry compound that began on
April6,foramillionpeopletojoin
the march.
A Reuters reporter estimated
thecrowdtonumberhundredsof

thousands.
Earlier, about 100 Sudanese
judges demanding civilian rule
had walked from the Supreme
Court in Khartoum towards the
sit-in, joining anti-government
protests for the first time, a Reuters witness said.
Wearing their black robes,
some of the judges carried signs
reading “judges for change” as
they marched through central
Khartoum to the defence ministry, the witness said.
“Civilian, civilian, protected
by the judiciary”, they chanted.
Sudan’s TMC and the opposition have been at loggerheads
overhowlongitwilltaketomove
to civilian rule after the military
ousted Bashir on April 11.

The field of 20 Democrats features a wide range of age groups
and candidates; and an unprecedented number of women

president Joe Biden, who had
oncecalledIndiaa“rising,rising
economicpower”,announcedon
Thursday that he would be seeking the Democratic presidential
nomination to challenge President Donald Trump in the 2020
election.
Bidenjoinedacrowdedfieldof
Democraticrivalsasafront-runnerandtookdirectaimatTrump
in a three-minute video
announcement. “We are in the
battle for the soul of this nation,”
hesaid.“IfwegiveDonaldTrump
eightyearsintheWhiteHouse,he
will forever and fundamentally
alterthecharacterofthisnation,
whoweare,andIcannotstandby
and watch that happen.”
Soonaftertheannouncement,
Trump fired back. “Welcome to
the race Sleepy Joe,” Trump
tweeted. “I only hope you have
the intelligence, longin doubt, to
wage a successful primary campaign.Itwillbenasty-youwillbe
dealing with people who truly
havesomeverysick& demented
ideas.Butifyoumakeit,Iwillsee
you at the Starting Gate!”
Bidenhastofirstcontendwith
a group of 19 party rivals. And he
facesseveralchallenges.At76,he
is among the oldest in the fray.
Also, he has faced allegations of
inappropriate physical contact not of sexual nature - by women.
Biden has been bullish on ties
withIndia.DuringavisittoIndia
in 2013, he had said, “India is no
longeraneconomicisland.(It’sa)
arising,risingeconomicpower.”
Hehadevenputadollarfigure
onhisoptimismaboutIndia,saying, “In the last 13 years, we’ve
increased fivefold our bilateral
trade, reaching nearly $100 billion.There’snotoneofyousitting
out there that knows there’s any
logicalimpedimentastowhythat
couldn’t be fivefold that number.”

TULSI
GABBARD (38)

Ex-president Barack
Obama's vice-president
from 2009 to 2017 and
senator from Delaware
from 1973 to 2009

US representative for
Hawaii; the first
American Samoan and
first Hindu to be
elected to
Congress

JOHN HICKENLOOPER (67)

TIM RYAN (45)

The Vermont senator identifies
himself as a democratic socialist
and generates progressive energy

Brewpub owner who became a
politician late in his life; was
governor of Colorado

CORY BOOKER (49)
Served as mayor of Newark; now
US senator from New Jersey

JAY INSLEE (68)
Governor of Washington state and
former congressman

The Ohio congressman made an
unsuccessful bid to replace Nancy
Pelosi as House Democratic leader
in 2016

PETE BUTTIGIEG (37)

AMY KLOBUCHAR (58)

Mayor of South Bend and a former
naval intelligence officer; he is the
only openly gay contender

Three-term Minnesota senator;
known as a pragmatic lawmaker
willing to work with Republicans

JULIAN CASTRO (44)

WAYNE MESSAM (44)

Served as health & human services
secretary during Obama's second
term; was San Antonio mayor

Mayor of Miramar, Florida; played
on the Florida State University
Seminoles' 1993 national
championship football team

JOHN DELANEY (56)
Former congressman from
Maryland; has rolled out a
rural-focus policy that includes
ways to strengthen family farmers

KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND (52)
The senator from New York is very
vocal on issues of military sexual
assault and equal pay for women

SETH MOULTON (40)
Massachusetts congressman and
Iraq War veteran; has military and
congressional experience

BETO O’ROURKE (46)
The former congressman narrowly
lost the 2018 Senate race to
Republican Ted Cruz in Texas

Associated Press
letters@hindustantimes.com
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PARIS: The second largest

Emperor penguin colony on
Earth has suffered a “catastrophic” breeding failure after
nearly all chicks born overthree
years died as their icy Antarctic
habitatshrinks,researcherssaid
on Thursday.
The British Antarctic Society
(BAS) used satellite imagery to
studythebehaviouroftheHalley
Bay colony in the Weddell Sea
due south of Cape Hope, which
normally sees up to 25,000 penguin pairs mate each year.
They found that in 2016, when
abnormally warm and stormy
weather broke up the sea-ice on

which the penguins normally
raise their young, almost all the
chicks died. This pattern was
repeated in 2017 and 2018.
TheBASsaidthecolonyatHalleyBayhas“allbutdisappeared”.
“We have been tracking the
populationofthis,andothercoloniesintheregion,forthelastdecade using very high-resolution
satellite imagery,” said BAS
remote sensing specialist Peter
Fretwell.
“These images have clearly
shownthecatastrophicbreeding
failure at this site over the last
three years.”
The Emperor penguin is the
largest of all penguins, but they
appeartobeparticularlyvulnerable to climate change.

ERIC SWALWELL (38)
The California congressman is a
frequent guest on cable news
criticising Trump
ELIZABETH WARREN (69)
Senator from Massachusetts and
former Harvard University law
professor; fights for consumer
protections

MARIANNE WILLIAMSON (66)
Best-selling author and also a
spiritual leader; seen as a dark
horse and is expected to turn fans
of her books into voters

ANDREW YANG (44)

n

Russian
President Vladimir Putin said
after his summit with Kim Jong
Un on Thursday that the North
Korean leader is ready to proceed towards denuclearisation
- but needs solid security guarantees to do so.
Putin said he will be willing to
share details of the summit with
US President Donald Trump,
adding that “there are no
secrets”.
He noted that Kim himself
encouraged him to explain certain nuances of Pyongyang’s
position to Trump.
The summit on Russky
Island, across a bridge from the
eastern port city of Vladivostok,
reflected Russia’s effort to
emerge as an essential player in
the North Korean nuclear
stand-off, a role that would raise
Moscow’s global clout and its
leverage with Washington.
Putin emphasised that the
North Korean leader is ready to
move towards a nuclear-free
status, but would only proceed
when he gets solid guarantees.
He did not, however, specify
what those guarantees would
look like. “Above all, he focuses
on protecting national interests
and security,” Putin said.
Earlier in the day, Putin

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRI LANKA LOWERS
OVERALL TOLL TO 253
SriLankanauthoritiesonThursday revised the toll down to 253
from the previous figure of 359,
sayingsomeofthemutilatedbod-

Entrepreneur and philanthropist
who sparked a buzz with his
proposal for universal basic
income to give every American
$1,000 a month

At Belt and Road
forum, Chinese
leaders try to allay
debt risk fears

n

North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un presents a sword to Russian
President Vladimir Putin following their talks in Vladivostok. REUTERS

voiced confidence that Kim’s
visit will “help better understand what should be done to
settle the situation on the
Korean Peninsula, what we can
do together and what Russia can
do to support the positive processes going on”.
Kim’s meeting with Putin follows a year of intense diplomacy
the North hopes will help it get
out from under international
sanctions over its nuclear weapons and long-range missile programmes.
Kim has held four summits
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, three with South Korean

President Moon Jae In and two
with Trump.
Kim’s second summit with
Trump in February ended without any agreement, and his trip
to Russia reflects his desire to
put more pressure on Washington and show some independence from Beijing as well.
For Putin, the meeting offers
a chance to increase his role as a
potential broker. He immediately emphasised that he was
willing to share details of the
talks with Trump. The Russian
leader emphasised that Moscow
and Washington both want
Pyongyang to denuclearise.

Imtiaz Ahmad
letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan has decided
to fight its case before the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
on May 15 in Colombo besides
undertaking diplomatic efforts
for a “performance-based
review” of its compliance with
international standards against
terror financing and money
laundering, local newspaper
Daily Dawn reported on Thursday. The paper reported that it
was the crux of an in-camera
briefing to the standing committee of the parliament on finance
and revenue.
Officials of the finance ministry and representatives of foreign affairs and the National
Counterterrorism Authority
(NACTA) briefed the committee
on the FATF compliance.
The committee was told that
Pakistan has complied with 19
out of 28-29 FATF indicators and
has made progress on five indicators relating to legislative and
administrative actions.
The panel was also told that
the government is hoping to
comply with the remaining
actions by June this year, some
of them through the finance bill
for 2019-2020.
The committee was informed
that the foreign affairs ministry

HE’S NO 007
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Penguins at Antarctica's Halley
AP/FILE
Bay.

Vulture suspected of spying was jailed in Yemen
SANAA: Griffon vulture Nelson

crossed into war-torn Yemen
in search of food, but ended up
in the hands of Yemeni fighters - and temporarily in jail for
suspected espionage.
The sand-coloured bird
came down in the country’s
third city of Taez, an unusual
move for a young vulture that
can soar for long distances
across continents in search of
food and moderate weather.
Nelson, about two years
old, embarked on his journey
in September 2018 from Bulgaria, where his wing was
tagged and equipped with a
satellite transmitter by the
Fund for Wild Fauna and
Flora (FWFF).
But he seems to have lost
his way, eventually coming
down into Taez -under siege

n

MISTAKEN IDENTITY: Bulgarian Griffon vulture Nelson.

by Houthi rebels but controlled by pro-government
forces, who mistook Nelson’s
satellite transmitter for an
espionage device and
detained the bird.

AFP

Forces loyal to the government believed that the GPS
tracker attached to the bird
may have been a spy device
for the rebels. Hisham
al-Hoot, who represents the

Soldiers at a checkpoint on a
AFP
street in Colombo.

ies had been double-counted.
Thehealthministrysaidmedical examiners had completed all
autopsies by late Thursday.
MUSLIM REFUGEES FLEE
SRI LANKAN HOMES
Hundreds of Muslim refugees in
western Sri Lanka have taken
refuge in mosques and a police
stationafterfacingintimidation,
activists on said.
Scores of Ahmadi Muslims
who settled in Negombo after
fleeingpersecutionintheirhome
countries have been thrown out
of their accommodation by landlords, according to officials.
“Today, these refugees have
become refugees again in Sri
Lanka.Theyhavebeendisplaced
for a second time,” Ruki Fernando of Inform, a Sri Lankan
human rights group, said.
FATHER OF SUSPECTED
BOMBERS ARRESTED
The spice trader father of two of
thesuicidebomberswasarrested
earlieronThursdayonsuspicion
of aiding his sons, announced
former navy chief Jayanath
Colombage.

Pakistan to fight its
case at FATF meet

BEIJING: China aims to make the

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
sustainable and prevent debt
risks, its finance minister said on
Thursday, seeking to allay criticism that the infrastructure plan
to boost trade and investment
creates a heavy burden for some
nations.
The policy championed by
Chinese President Xi Jinping
has become mired in controversy, with some partner
nations bemoaning the high cost
of projects, though China has
repeatedly said it is not seeking
to trap anyone with debt.
Several western governments
have tended to view it as a means
to spread Chinese influence
abroad, saddling poor countries
with unsustainable debt.
Finance minister Liu Kun,
speaking at a forum to kick off a
three-day Belt and Road summit
in Beijing, said China will establish an analysis framework on
debt sustainability for Belt and
Road projects to “prevent and
resolve debt risks”.
Chinese financial institutions, countries involved in Belt
and Road as well as international
agencies are encouraged to use
this framework to enhance debt
management, China’s finance
REUTERS
minister said.

n

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N
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VLADIVOSTOK, RUSSIA:

Penguins in Antarctica suffer
‘catastrophic’ breeding failure
n

Ex-California attorney
general; now junior
senator from California;
firm critic of Donald
Trump's policies

BERNIE SANDERS (77)

Kim ready to denuclearise,
but with conditions: Putin
n

KAMALA
HARRIS (54)

JOE
BIDEN (76)

‘EMPEROR’ IN DEEP TROUBLE

Agence France-Presse

Sri Lanka blasts:
Defence secy quits

TAKING ON TRUMP US president quickly reacts, says, ‘Welcome... Sleepy Joe’
n

n

1 1 I N D I A N S D I E D I N T H E AT TAC K S

FWFF in Yemen, travelled
from the rebel-held capital
Sanaa to Taez to plead with
officials to release the animal.
“It took 12 days to get the
bird,” he said. “The Bulgarian
foreign ministry reached out
to the Yemeni ambassador,
who in turn contacted local
officials (in Taez) and told
them to immediately give the
organisation the vulture.”
Hoot said the bird migrated
from Bulgaria, to Turkey, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and then
Yemen, where the FWFF lost
track of him. Nelson was MIA
until April 5, when the FWFF
received hundreds of messages from Yemenis concerned
about his welfare. Now, the
famous vulture is being properly fed and getting stronger
every day.
AFP

would engage with influential
countries on the FATF, including the US and those from the EU
for “performance-based review”
rather than being assessed from
only a geopolitical prism, for
which they had already taken
the position with FATF president Marshall Billingslea.
Faizullah, the chairman of the
standing committee, told reporters after the meeting that the
panel was satisfied with the government’s briefing on the FATF.
PM KHAN DRAWS FLAK
FOR SEXIST REMARKS
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan has drawn criticism on
social media for making sexist
remarks targeting Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.
The Pakistan PM had called
him“sahiba”(Urdufor‘madam’)
during anaddress in South Waziristan. “I came to power through
struggle and hard work, unlike
Bilawal ‘sahiba’, who, using the
will of her mother, became the
head of a political party,” Khan
had said.
In another development, Pakistan expressed “regret” over
India’s decision to shun crossLoC trade, saying confidencebuilding measures are “important”, according to an agency
report.

Harry, Kate make
joint appearance
amid reported rift
LONDON:Puttingspeculationsofa
rift between the royal siblings
especially their better halves to
rest, Kate Middleton and Prince
Harry on Thursday made a surprise appearance together at the
ANZAC service at the Westminster Abbey.
Last year, it was Harry and
Meghanat theservice, whowere
joined by Prince William, as the
new mother Kate had skipped it.
Apictureofthetworoyalswas
posted in social media site Instagram,somehoursafterMeghan’s
baby bump in purple and royal
red robe, peeped on the site,
checking out excitement on the
new royal’s arrival. This time
around, it was Meghan who is
carrying a baby and is due to
deliver this month.
IANS
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Carlos Ghosn, exchairman, Nissan.

Rupee breaches
70 mark, Sensex
declines 324 pts

Q4 EARNINGS Net profit fell 4.6% year-on-year to ₹1,795.6 crore in the quarter
AFP/FILE

JAPAN COURT
GRANTS $4.5 MN
BAIL TO NISSAN’S
EX-BOSS GHOSN
TOKYO: A Japanese court granted
Carlos Ghosn bail on Thursday,
meaning the former Nissan boss
could soon walk out of his Tokyo
detention centre to prepare his
defence against multiple charges
of financial misconduct. The
Tokyo District Court set bail at 500
million yen ($4.5 million) as the
65-year-old auto sector titan
faces four charges ranging from
concealing part of his salary from
shareholders to syphoning off
Nissan funds for his personal use.
Prosecutors quickly appealed the
court’s decision, delaying his
immediate release but public
broadcaster NHK said he could
walk out of his detention centre
“as early as Thursday”. The court
temporarily suspended the bail
process as it considered the
appeal. According to conditions
set by the court, Ghosn cannot
leave Japan and is subject to other
restrictions to prevent him from
attempting to flee or destroy
evidence relating to the case.

Spotify loses access to
songs from Saregama
BENGALURU: Music streaming
service Spotify Technology SA
said it will remove all songs
belonging to one of India’s oldest
record labels from its app after
they failed to agree on licensing
terms, months after the Swedish
company’s launch in the country.
According to a court document,
Saregama India Ltd filed a petition
with the Delhi high court seeking
an injunction against Spotify to
stop it from using its songs. The
move comes two months after
Spotify launched in India, a price
sensitive market already crowded
by well-funded players like
JioSaavn and Apple Music.
According to the document dated
April 23, Spotify’s senior counsel
said the the firm would remove all
Saregama songs from its app
within 10 days. Spotify declined to
comment, while Saregama did not
immediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment.

After nearly three years,
IndiGo hikes salaries
MUMBAI: After nearly three years,
budget carrier IndiGo has decided
to hike the salaries of its pilots
and cabin crew as well other
categories of employees effective
this month. The commanders at
the largest carrier had last month
objected to the hiring of pilots
from the now-grounded Jet
Airways with additional sops like
joining bonus, alleging that their
wages remained constant for the
past three years. “I am pleased to
announce a salary increment for
both our crew and non-crew
employees effective April,” the
airline’s HR head Raj Raghvan said
in a communication to the
employees on Thursday without
quantifying the hike.

Indian investment in UK up
despite Brexit uncertainty
LONDON: New India-specific
figures released on Thursday by a
London-based consultancy
complements recent UK government statistics that show Indian
investment continuing to rise
despite wider uncertainty in
business circles due to Brexit. The
figures by Grant Thornton in its
‘India Meets Britain Tracker’ says
there are now a record 842 Indian
companies operating in the UK,
up from around 800 in the
previous year, with combined
revenues of almost £48 billion.
Indian companies paid a combined total of over £684 million in
corporation tax, which is almost
double the amount recorded in
last year’s report, and employed
104,783 people, the tracker says.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES
AND HT REPORTERS
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Agencies
NEW DELHI: Maruti Suzuki India

Ltd has decided to pull the plug on
diesel cars from April 1, 2020, raising questions on whether the
company will be able to retain its
more than 50% share in the
world’s fastest growing major car
market.
The step has largely been
driven by tightening regulations
and adverse market sentiment
about diesel in India, which is
home to some of the world’s most
polluted cities.
India’s largest carmaker by
sales will attempt to maintain its
share of more than half the
domestic car market by enticing
potential buyers towards its
growing range of cars that run on
compressed natural gas (CNG) in
addition to petrol vehicles. Last
year, Maruti’s parent Suzuki
Motor Corp. joined hands with
Toyota Motor Corp. to develop
hybrid and electric vehicles
(EVs) in India.
“We hope the Union government’s policies will help grow the
market for CNG vehicles. We will
stop manufacturing diesel
engines of less than 1.5 litre and
are of the opinion that small diesel vehicles will be significantly
expensive and customers may
not find them economically viable anymore,” Maruti’s chairman RC Bhargava said at a press
conference. “If there is a demand
for diesel, than we may upgrade
the 1.5 litre engine.”
Mint on February 15 first
reported Maruti’s plans to shun
diesel vehicles.
Maruti currently offers a 800cc
diesel engine. It also sources a
1.3-litre diesel engine from Fiat
for a range of vehicles. The company has recently begun offering

n

n

n
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BENGALURU/SANFRANCISCO/WASHINGTON: Facebook Inc. on Wednesday

blew past Wall Street profit estimates in the first quarter and set
aside $3 billion to cover a settlement with US regulators, calming
investors who had worried about
the outcome of a months-long federal probe.
The settlement accrual, which
Facebook set at $3 billion but said
could rise as high as $5 billion, cut
the company’s net income in the
first quarter to $2.43 billion, or 85
cents per share.
Excluding the charge, Facebook would have earned $1.89 a
share, up from $1.69 in the yearago quarter and easily beasting
analysts’ average estimate of
$1.63 per share, according to IBES
data from Refinitiv.
Total first-quarter revenue
rose 26% to $15.1 billion from $12.0
billion last year, again beating
analysts’ average estimate of
$15.0 billion.
“This is a strong report suggesting that advertisers still see
value in Facebook’s platform, as
they did before the controversies
and scandals erupted,” said Haris
Anwar, senior analyst at financial markets platform Investing.com.
Monthly and daily users of the
main Facebook app were both up
8% compared to last year, to 2.4
billion and 1.6 billion, respectively, in line with forecasts.

n

vidhi.c@htlive.com

NEW DELHI : Walt Disney’s last
instalment of the popular
superhero franchise, Avengers, has managed to stir up
excitement and anticipation
comparable to SS Rajamouli’s
epic fantasy Baahubali 2: The
Conclusion which released
two years ago. Both movies
sold over a million tickets on
online ticket booking website,
BookMyShow, within 24
hours from the start of
advance booking. Advance
bookings for Avengers: Endgame crossed over 2.5 million
tickets on BookMyShow on
Thursday—the highest ever
for a Hollywood film on the

n

Advance bookings for the
movie crossed 2.5 mn tickets
on BookMyShow on Thursday.

platform. It is also the fastest
film to have surpassed the 2
million advance ticket sales
mark on BookMyShow. Film
trade analyst Taran Adarsh
said, “After Baahubali 2, the

feedback@livemint.com

LONDON: Brent oil rose above $75

n

Diesel cars contribute 23% to Maruti’s annual sales and they make up about 12% of Maruti’s
commanding 52% share of the domestic market.

THE STEP HAS BEEN
DRIVEN BY TIGHTENING
REGULATIONS AND
ADVERSE MARKET
SENTIMENT ABOUT
DIESEL IN INDIA
a 1.5-litre diesel engine on the
Ciaz sedan and the Ertiga multiutility vehicle. The engine, which
has been developed by Suzuki, is
however non-compliant with
Bharat Stage (BS)-VI norms
scheduled to go on-stream from
next April.
Diesel cars contribute 23% to
Maruti’s annual sales and they
make up about 12% of Maruti’s
commanding 52% share of the
domestic market.
Maruti believes that its sales

THE SETTLEMENT
ACCRUAL, WHICH
COULD RISE AS HIGH AS
$5 BN, CUT FACEBOOK’S
NET INCOME IN THE FIRST
QUARTER TO $2.43 BN
Total expenses in the first
quarter were $11.8 billion, including the settlement accrual, up 80
percent compared with a year ago
as the company hired content
moderators and invested in new
security controls to make its
social networks safer.
Executives said in a conference call with investors that they
expected expenses to grow 47 to
55% this year, updating their earlier forecast of an increase of 40 to
50%.
The US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has been investigating revelations that Facebook
inappropriately shared information belonging to 87 million of its
users with the now-defunct British political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica. The probe has
focussed on whether the sharing
of data and other disputes violated a 2011 agreement with the
FTC to safeguard user privacy.
A settlement of between $3 billion and $5 billion would be the
largest civil penalty ever paid to
the agency, said David Vladeck, a
former FTC official who is now a
professor at Georgetown Law
School.

buzz for this film is unprecedented, unheard of and unimaginable. I loved the film, its
filled with surprises,” added
Adarsh, who saw the film on
Wednesday at a preview
screening organised by Disney India.
In April 2017, Baahubali 2
smashed box office records to
become India’s top grossing
film in just six days. “When
the buzz starts reaching you
from corners you never
expected is when you know
the buzz is really there,” said
Bikram Duggal, head studio
entertainment at Disney
India. The unexpected corners Duggal refers to are people outside key metros like
Mumbai and Delhi. Last year,

HT

per barrel on Thursday for the
first time this year as quality
concerns forced the suspension
of some Russian crude exports
to Europe while the US prepared
to tighten sanctions on Iran.
Brent crude futures were at
$74.95 by 1344 GMT, up 38 cents.
They earlier hit a session high of
$75.60, their loftiest since October 31.
US West Texas Intermediate
crude was at $65.85 per barrel,
down 4 cents. It hit a session
high of $66.28 earlier, but rising
US crude inventories weighed
prices down.
Poland and Germany have
suspended imports of Russian
crude via the Druzhba pipeline,
citing poor quality. Trading
sources said the Czech Republic
had also halted purchases.
The pipeline can ship up to 1
million barrels per day, or 1% of
global crude demand, with
around 700,000 bpd of flows suspended, according to people
familiar with trading matters
and Reuters calculations.
US attempts to drive Iranian
oil exports down to zero also
boosted prices.
The US this week said it
would end all exemptions for
sanctions against Iran, Opec’s
third-largest
producer,

REUTERS

demanding countries halt oil
imports from Tehran from May
or face punitive action from
Washington.
The US decision comes amid
supply cuts led by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries since the start of the
year aimed at propping up prices.
Still, Brian Hook, US special
representative for Iran and senior policy adviser to the secretary of state, said on Thursday
“there is plenty of supply in the
market to ease that transition
and maintain stable prices”.
Consultancy Rystad Energy
said Saudi Arabia and its main
allies could replace lost Iranian
oil.
“Saudi Arabia and several of
its allies have more replacement
barrels than what would be lost
from Iranian exports,” said Rystad’s head of oil research, Bjoernar Tonhaugen.
“Since October 2018, Saudi
Arabia, Russia, the UAE, and
Iraq have cut 1.3 million bpd,
which is more than enough to
compensate for the additional
loss,” he added.
On the supply side, US crude
production has risen by more
than 2 million bpd since early
2018 to a record of 12.2 million
bpd currently, making the US
the world’s biggest oil producer
ahead of Russia and Saudi Arabia.

early gains to settle lower on
Thursday due to volatility
around the expiry of April
derivative contracts, with
financial stocks accounting for
a majority of the losses.
The Sensex finished at
38,730.86, down by 323.82 points,
or 0.83%. The NSE Nifty too
dropped below the 11,650 mark
as April futures and options
(F&O) contracts expired, ending
84.35 points, or 0.72%, down at
11,641.80.
Meanwhile, the rupee
slumped 22 paise to 70.08 against
the US dollar in early trade on
rising global crude prices and
fresh demand for the American
currency from importers.
However, the dollar’s weakness against some currencies
overseas and a higher opening
of the domestic equity markets
capped the rupee’s losses, forex
dealer said.
Fresh dollar demand from
banks and importers weighed
on the Indian currency, they
added.
Index heavyweight Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL) retreated
from record highs hit earlier in
the session to close 1.2% lower,
while Bharti Infratel Ltd
extended losses to end 10.2%
lower a day after the telecom
tower operator missed expectations for quarterly profit.
Meanwhile, foreign institutional investors purchased
equity worth ₹974.88 crore on
Wednesday, while domestic
institutional investors sold
shares to the tune of ₹657.06
crore.

would not be adversely hit from
the next fiscal year since pricesensitive Indian consumers will
shun expensive BS-VI compliant
diesel vehicle in favour of BS-VI
compliant petrol vehicles.
BS-VI compliant mass diesel
cars will be ₹2-2.5 lakh costlier,
Mint reported on April 15, citing
an internal projection by Maruti
executives.
Shifting customers away from
diesel may prove to be a tough
task for Maruti. Several buyers
prefer diesel vehicles especially
for long commutes due to comparatively better fuel efficiency
even though the price differential
between petrol and diesel has
narrowed to ₹6.48 per litre on
Thursday from a high of ₹30 a litre
in 2013-14.
Maruti has already started
converting its diesel engine

assembly lines into manufacturing petrol engines. This means
that the company would not have
to write off the investments in diesel engine assembly lines like
some of its counterparts in
Europe.
Meanwhile, Maruti on Thursday announced a 4.6% year-onyear decline in net profit to
₹1,795.6 crore during the quarter
ended March 31. Net profit
declined due to high commodity
cost, adverse foreign exchange
movement and increased discounts offered by the company to
clear the stocks lying with dealers since vehicle sales remain
subdued during the quarter.
Maruti’s total vehicle sales
increased just 0.4% year-on-year
to 428,863 units in the just-ended
quarter. Sales fell 0.7% year-onyear to ₹20,737.5 crore.

MICROSOFT
MARKET CAP
TOUCHES
$1 TRILLION

Tata Steel net profit falls 84% in Q4

Bloomberg
n
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SEATTLE/SAN FRANCISCO: Microsoft
Corp.’s cloud computing business fueled quarterly sales and
profit that topped analysts’ estimates, boosted by several new
deals with large corporate clients.
The company’s shares rose as
much as 5.1% on Thursday
morning in New York, briefly
pushing its valuation across $1
trillion before pulling back
slightly. The move nosed the
software maker ahead of Apple
Inc. as the world’s most valuable
company. The two tech giants,
along with Amazon.com Inc., are
all within striking distance of the
symbolic $1 trillion mark as their
stocks have rallied this year.
Revenue rose 14% from a year
earlier to $30.6 billion in the
quarter ended March 31, the Redmond, Washington-based company said Wednesday in a statement. Analysts on average projected $29.9 billion.
Net income was $8.8 billion, or
$1.14 a share, compared with an
average analyst estimate of $1 a
share, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.
The fiscal third quarter featured a flurry of large brands,
particularly in retail, signing
agreements to use Microsoft’s
Azure cloud software.
Clients included grocer Kroger Co., Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc. and oil company Exxon
Mobile Corp.

Avengers: Endgame may mirror Baahubali success
Vidhi Choudhary

US action against Iranian oil exports also boosted prices.

Reuters

Facebook makes a
provision of $3 bn
for US FTC fines
Reuters

feedback@livemint.com

BENGALURU: Indian shares erased

BOX OFFICE BUZZ

n

Crude oil prices cross $75
for the first time this year

Maruti to phase out diesel
cars from April next year

Avengers: Infinity War
became the highest grossing
Hollywood film in India clocking over ₹227 crore at the box
office, with 16 million footfalls. The new film will play in
several Indian languages,
with 50-60% of the screening
estimated to be in Hindi, said
Duggal. According to him,
Marvel is now the larger part
of the superhero genre in
India. “We have been able to
form a huge fan community
because we have taken them
on a journey for the last 11
years... We’ve released three
films each on Iron Man, Captain America and Thor. So, its
built a strong emotional connect with the original heroes
of Avengers,” said Duggal.

Tanya Thomas
and Ashwin Ramarathinam
n

tanya.t@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Tata Steel, India’s largest

private sector steel producer,
posted a 84% drop in fiscal fourth
quarter consolidated net profit
mainly because the year-earlier
profit was boosted by a one-time
gain.
Net profit in the quarter ended
March 31 fell to ₹2,295 crore, from
₹14,688 crore a year earlier. Consolidated net profit for 2018-19
declined 49% to ₹9,098 crore.
Tata Steel had a one-time
exceptional gain of ₹11,376 crore
in Q4 FY18 due to restructuring of
a UK pension scheme, which
boosted profit in the year-earlier
period.
Consolidated revenue climbed
25% in the March quarter to
₹42,424 crore, from ₹33,705 crore a

n

Tata Steel MD and CEO TV
Narendran. .

year earlier. Consolidated revenue for FY19 increased 27% to
about ₹1.57 lakh crore from ₹1.24
trillion a year earlier.
In FY19, the company’s revenue from Indian operations
increased by 47% year-on-year to
₹88,987 crore, driven by higher
volumes and better realizations,
while the adjusted Ebitda for the
year increased by 56% y-o-y to

₹23,883 crore. Ebitda margin
stood at 26.8% and adjusted
Ebitda per tonne was at ₹14,687.
It also said the boards of both
Tata Steel and Tata Steel BSL
(Bamnipal Steel), formerly
Bhushan Steel, have proposed a
merger. “The merger will drive
operational synergies and efficiencies, reduce the regulatory
burden and simplify the group
structure. Both boards have
relied on valuation reports and
fairness opinions provided by
independent experts, and recommend a merger ratio of 15 shares
of Tata Steel BSL for every one
share of Tata Steel. The merger is
subject to shareholders and other
regulatory approvals,” the company said in a statement.
Last May, Tata Steel acquired
bankrupt Bhushan Steel for
₹35,200 crore.
FY19 consolidated steel pro-

Trouble for J&J as Mumbai
cops reopen implants probe
Teena Thacker
n

teena.t@livemint.com

duction, as well as deliveries, rose
17% year-on-year to 27.11 million
tonnes and 26.8 million tonnes,
respectively.
Local production alone surged
35% year-on-year to 16.81 million
tonnes, while deliveries grew 33%
year-on-year to 16.26 million tonnes following the acquisition of
Bhushan Steel and ramping up of
capacity at the Kalinganagar
plant.
Sales were driven by industrial products which grew 42%
year-on-year, while branded and
retail products grew 30%. March
quarter production was up 26%
from the year-ago period to 7.21
million tonnes.
On Tata Steel’s merger of its
European operations with Thyssenkrupp AG, the company said it
is working to secure the required
regulatory approvals for the proposed 50:50 joint venture.

Deutsche Bank,
Commerzbank end
talks on historic
combination
Bloomberg

NEWDELHI:The Mumbai police has

opened investigation into an
eight-year-old case against
DePuy Medical Pvt. Ltd, a subsidiary of Johnson and Johnson
(J&J) Pvt. Ltd, for its allegedly
faulty hip replacement implants,
a top police official said on Thursday.
The city police is in the process
of recording statements of
patients and doctors to collect
evidence.
The investigation concerns a
complaint filed against DePuy at
the Mahim police station in 2011
by an inspector in FDA (Food and
Drug Administration), Maharashtra.
The police, having ignored the
matter, has now sprung into
action after a spate of recent
media reports on the subject and
the findings of an expert committee.
The central government too
became serious about the issue
after a Mint investigation
brought to light the plight of
Indian patients who had suffered
because of faulty implants. A
high-level panel set up by the government to look into the matter
recommended that every affected
patient should be compensated.
The suggested amounts range
from ₹33 lakh to ₹1.25 crore.
“We have been contacting
patients and the doctors to record
their statements. We are also
looking into the medical records
of the patients and their present

n
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FRANKFURT/LONDON: Deutsche

n

Around 4,700 patients received ASR hip implants in India between
2004 and 2010.
BLOOMBERG

status with regards to presence of
chromium and cobalt levels in
their body for the purpose of evidence,” Ajinath Satpute, assistant commissioner of police,
Mahim division, Mumbai, and
the investigating officer in the
case, said over the phone.
Around 4,700 patients have
undergone ASR (Acetabular Surface Replacement) surgeries in
India between 2004 and 2010.
However, only 1,080 patients
have been traced so far through
the company’s ASR helpline.
The Mahim police station has
written to the patients asking for
their medical records.
“During the course of investigation, it has come to our knowledge that a medical procedure
was conducted and an allegedly
faulty ASR hip implant marketed
by the accused company was
implanted in your body. As such,
your assistance in this regard is

necessary for further investigation. You are therefore requested
to attend this office with all medical papers in respect of pre and
post above said medical procedure,” reads the letter.
Mint has reviewed a copy of
the letter. “The case has been
pending for long. However, it has
now gathered speed due to the
recent expert committee report.
We will do a thorough investigation to take the case to its logical
conclusion,” Satpute added.
Controversy hit J&J when
ASR, which is the hip replacement device, was recalled in India
in the wake of global reports of
metal poisoning and high failure
rate. J&J was also accused of double standards in the payment of
compensation in India, having
agreed to a hefty compensation of
$2.5 billion for around 8,000 US
citizens who had sued the company over the hip implants.

Bank AG and Commerzbank AG
ended talks on a historic tie-up,
throwing the future of the lenders into question after a series
of failed turnaround plans.
More than five weeks of negotiations and the finance ministry’s push to forge one strong
institution out of two struggling
firms failed to overcome the economic and political obstacles to
combining the country’s biggest
listed banks.
The companies decided that
attempting to integrate the two
banks would be too difficult to
execute and also cited the
restructuring costs and additional capital requirements,
according to a statement on
Thursday. Deutsche Bank said
it would continue to review “all
alternatives to improve longterm profitability and shareholder returns.”
The failure to agree on a deal
now forces Deutsche Bank to
come up with its fifth turnaround plan since 2015 and allay
investor concern about how it
will revive growth and boost
shareholders returns. For Commerzbank, still 15%-owned by
the federal government, a foreign takeover may be in the
cards down the road, with lenders including ING Groep NV
and UniCredit SpA said to be
interested in an acquisition.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

CSK

11

8

3

16 +0.091

DC

11

7

4

14

MI

10

6

4

12 +0.357

SRH 10

5

5

10 +0.654

KXIP 11

5

6 10

-0.117

KKR

11

4

7

8

-0.050

RCB

11

4

7

8

-0.390

RR

11

4

7

8

-0.683

L Pts NRR*
+0.181

WORLD CUP: OUR DREAM TEAM

ht20

HARDIK IN FOCUS
AS MUMBAI
HOPE TO STORM
CSK FORTRESS

This may be a teenage fantasy, but we hide behind the rigor of data.
This is the best XI anyone can hope for, chosen from the players
named for the World Cup, based on their performances in ODIs since
the start of 2017. If you don’t agree, the numbers are not on your side.

BOWLERS

BATSMEN

Abhishek Paul
n

Updated till KKR v RR match

CHENNAI: Even after 11 summers,

shortstories
SOUTH AFRICA
SWEAT OVER
INJURED STEYN
CAPE TOWN:South Africa face an
anxious wait over the fitness of
seamer Dale Steyn after a flare-up
of an old shoulder injury ruled him
out for the rest of the IPL, putting
his World Cup prospects in doubt.
Steyn felt discomfort having
played for the Royal Challengers
Bangalore on Sunday. “Upon
assessment and subsequent
investigations, a flare-up of his
right shoulder was confirmed,”
South Africa team manager
Mohammed Moosajee said in a
statement on Thursday. “With
the World Cup around the corner,
it is our priority to get him back to
full fitness before the squad
departs on May 19. He will consult
with a shoulder specialist upon
his return and a recovery plan will
be put in place.”

Fakhar Zaman (Pak)

Quinton de Kock (SA)

Pat Cummins (Aus)

Rashid Khan (Afg)

Batting avg

Batting avg

Wickets

Eco rate

Wickets

Eco rate

48.66 97.93

41

4.87

96

3.86

He has scored five successive
fifties during South Africa’s home
summer. Four of those came at a
strike rate of 112+ and overall, he is
equally adept against seam and
spin.

He was the leading wicket-taker in
Australia’s recent ODI tour to India.
The right-arm quick has bowled at
an average speed of 141.15kph in
the last two years, making him
one of the fastest on the ODI
circuit. Though he is yet to show
his batting talent, his exploits in
Tests have shown that he is
capable of batting as high as
number 7 in this team.

The leg-spinner is arguably the
best white ball bowler in the
world. He has taken 96 wickets
since the start of 2017, and no
spinner has been as dangerous at
breaking up partnerships and
picking up that proze wicket.
With a batting strike rate of 116.59
in death overs, he’s shown that he
is able to give it a whack and add
some useful runs at the end.

Chris Woakes (Eng)

M Rahman (Afg)

Wickets

Eco rate

Wickets

Eco rate

44

5.47

51

3.74

Strike rate

53.40 96.19
Of players to have scored 1000+
runs in the qualification period,
non are as good at attacking the
opposition. The left-hander
already has an ODI double
hundred.

Strike rate

VIRAT KOHLI
An obvious selection by any
metric, Virat Kohli walks into this
XI. The India captain averages a
ludicrous 83.92 since the start of 2017
and has scored 15 hundreds in that
time, more than any other player.
Batting avg

Strike rate

83.92 99.39

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8:00pm: Chennai Super
Kings v Mumbai Indians,
live on Star Sports 1, SS1
HD, SS 2, SS2 HD, SS1Hindi,
SS1 HD Hindi, SS Select 1,
SS Select 1HD

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE

12:30am (Sat): Liverpool
vs Huddersfield, live on
SS Select 1 & SS Select 1HD

BADMINTON
ASIAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS

2:30pm: Quarter-finals,
live on Sony Ten 2 & Ten
2HD

Ross Taylor (NZ)

Faf du Plessis (SA)

Batting avg

Batting avg

Strike rate

Strike rate

70.96 87.09

63.07 92.17

Always regarded as a talented ODI
batsman, he has cemented his
place as an all-time great in recent
years. No Kiwi has scored more
ODI hundreds than Taylor’s 20 and
he is the ideal choice to play the
anchor role in this XI.

He is second only to Kohli in terms
of the positive average impact for
South Africa. He has maintained
an overall strike rate of 92.17 but it
is in the death overs when he
really increased his rate to 175.86 in
the last two years of ODI cricket.

The England pacer has a
Powerplay rate of 4.60rpo in the
last two years and has picked up
26 wickets, making him one of the
most potent new ball bowlers in
the world. His natural back of a
length delivery makes him ideal to
take the new ball in our XI.

ALL-ROUNDER
Ben Stokes (Eng)

TENNIS

Batting avg

BARCELONA OPEN

52.70
93.27
24
6.32

4:00pm: Quarter-finals,
live on Sony ESPN & ESPN
HD

Strike rate

FORMULA ONE

Wickets

AZERBAIJAN GP

2:35pm: Free Practice 1;
6:25pm: Free Practice 2,
live on Star Sports Select
2 & SS Select 2HD

Eco rate

The England allrounder
makes it into this team
primarily for his impact with
the bat, but he is a more
than useful option with the
ball as well. Alongside his
athleticism and dynamism
in the field, Stokes is the
complete package
and balances this XI
beautifully.

Wickets

68
Eco rate

4.68

theysay

Sanjjeev K Samyal

›

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

He changed his
approach quite a lot.
Sometimes he’s very
aggressive, sometimes
very defensive… unlike
Virat or Rohit Sharma, who
maintain their tempo.

MUMBAI: India are a specialist

batsman short going into the
World Cup buteven then thereis
noplaceforAjinkyaRahane.Not
too long back though, he was an
automaticchoicefortheNo4slot.
At the 2015 World Cup in Australia, Rahane didn’t do too badly in
that position, scoring 208 runs in
seven innings at an average of
34.66 with a highest of 79 against
South Africa. Since February
2018, however, Rahane has not
been picked for India’s ODIs.
Thisistheroller-coasterstory
of Rahane; never completely out
of reckoning but often looking in
from the outside.
This has not been a great
month for Rahane—five days
after he found out he was not in
the world cup squad, he was
stripped of the Rajasthan Royals
captaincy. That he responded to
the news with one of his best
inningsinrecenttimes—aclassy
105 not out off 63 balls in Rajasthan’s game against Delhi Capitals—is a testament to his steely
credentials.WhatfellsRahaneis
the gap between the such
innings—this was his first IPL
century in seven years.
RAHANE KNEW
“He (Rahane) knew he had little
chance of getting selected,” said
Wasim Jaffer, when asked how
the World Cup snub could affect
Rahane.
Jaffer has seen Rahane from
his early days as a former Mumbai and office club teammate.
Jafferpointstoapsychological
frailtywhentalkingabouttheebb
and flow of Rahane’s batting.
“He changed his approach
quite a lot,” Jaffer said. “Sometimeshe’sveryaggressive,sometimes very defensive… unlike
ViratKohliorRohitSharma,who
maintain their tempo.”
Jaffer says he has watched
Rahane change his batting style
and technique in the middle of a
tour.
“He doesn’t need to do it, technically he is very good,” Jaffer
said.
To make a point, Jaffer spoke

WASIM JAFFER

›

His mind is very
potent and has a
significant impact on the
way he bats. Despite his
seniority, he is one who will
need mentoring or
handling with care all the
time.
SANJAY MANJREKAR

n

Ajinkya Rahane hit his first T20 ton in seven years after he was stripped of Royals captaincy.

on Rahane’s hundred this week.
“Earlier in the tournamenthe
was struggling, going at a run a
ball,” Jaffer said. “He needs to
play his shots, whether he is captain or playing as an opener or
battingatNo4.Hehastobackhis
shots,haveaconsistentapproach
and find a balance.”
IT’S ALL IN THE MIND
Jaffer believes that Rahane has
notbeenbackedbytheteammanagement as much as he should
have been.

“They need to give him a
longer rope,” he said.
The worry that he will be
droppedeatsintohisconfidence.
“He’s got runs in Australia, in
WestIndieshegothalf-centuries
in all the matches last time, so he
has proved he can do well in all
conditions,” said Jaffer.
Former India middle-order
batsmanSanjayManjrekarmade
a similar point.
“His mind is very potent and
has a significant impact on the
way he bats. Despite his senior-

Afghanistan’s second
spin-bowling representative in
the lineup, he has an exceptional
record in particular against
left-handers, conceding a mere
3.09 runs per over in the last two
years of ODI cricket. he can bowl
in tandem with Rashid.

Jasprit Bumrah (Ind)

The curious case of Ajinkya Rahane
n

abhishek.paul@htlive.com

BCCI

ity,heisonewhowillneedmentoring orhandling with care all the
time,” Manjrekar tweeted after
watching Monday’s hundred.
Even Sulakshan Kulkarni —
who coached Rahane at the
under-19levelandwashissenior
at the Mumbai Ranji Trophy
team for three years — emphasised on the mental aspect. “It
doesn’tlooklikethereisatechnical fault in his game,” Kulkarni
said. “Some people don’t know
their capacity.”
He gives an example from

Rahane’s early days.
“He was a very shy boy and
would hesitate to talk. It was his
second year of U-19 cricket and
wehadateammeetingbeforethe
season where we asked each
player to spell out their individual goals. Rahane said 450 runs. I
asked if it would be enough to
play for the India under-19 team
andtoldhimtoincreasehistarget
to 600 runs. His eyes lit up.”
He went on to make 750-plus
runsandwasstraightwaypicked
as the India Under-19 vice-captain. “He doesn’t back himself
thatmuch,”Kulkarnisaid,pointing out how Rahane has the
strength to come up with an
inningslike the hundred against
DelhiCapitalswhenthechipsare
down.
Jaffer will keep an eye on
Rahane—he wants to see if his
formerMumbaiteammatesticks
to his strengths. “It will be interestingtoseehowheplaysthenext
three four innings,” Jaffer said.
“Whether he goes back to his old
game or continues to attack like
he did for his hundred.”

Our death over specialist is Jasprit Bumrah, arguably the
best bowler in the world during that phase. He has
more wickets than anyone else (37) in the last 10 overs
since the start of 2017 and has done so conceding just
5.95 runs per over. He had an injury scare early in the IPL
but has regained his rhythm now.
CRICVIZ

the Indian Premier League can’t
really boast of a rivalry that has
everyone waiting with bated
breath. But Chennai’s equation
with Mumbai is different.
When Mumbai Indians come
visiting the city, it’s only natural
that the yellow brigade turns up
innumberstoshowtheirloyalty.
Somuchso,thatthepolicehadto
resort to a mild lathi charge outside Chepauk on Wednesday to
control the over enthusiastic
ticket-seeking fans.
CSK is one team that knows
how to grind out a win and they
have done it in all the matches
herethisseason.Oncedubbedthe
‘Dad’s Army’ for having a bunch
of 34-somethings as their core
members, they turned the table
with a title triumph in 2018.
Mumbai, on the other hand,
have an assembly of individual
talents with high impact. Kieron
PollardandRohitSharmamight
begoingthroughaleanpatchbut
a match-altering performance is
always around the corner. It is
amidst this flamboyance that
Hardik Pandya finds himself
placed in a pivotal role.
Pandya’s quickfire knocks
havemadethedifferenceinmore
than one match. On Indian
pitches with shortened boundaries,hishitting prowess isatreat
to watch. With a strike-rate of
189.76, Pandya has scored 241
runs in 10 matches and seems to
be relishing smashing bowlers.
Fined ~20 lakh earlier this week
for his controversial comments
on a TV show, Pandya would be
encouraged by his batting.
Being an all-rounder though,
Pandya’s job is half-done. As a
bowler,notonlyishiseconomyof
9.52peroverafter10matchesone
oftheworstinhisteam,heisalso
yet to provide mentionable support to Lasith Malinga and Jasprit Bumrah.
IntheleaduptotheWorldCup
wherehe is expected to playdual
roles, Pandya the bowler hasn’t
found momentum. He has struggled with his length as the batsmen have picked him up early.
Andonslow pitches, Pandyahas
notbeenabletogeneratepace.In
front of the Chennai crowd, Pandya will be keenly watched.
Chennai loves showmanship at
the Chepauk. And if Pandya
makes it big here, even the CSK
fans might whistle for him.

Karthik shines but KKR
lose sixth match in a row
Dhiman Sarkar
n

dhiman@htlive.com

KOLKATA: Dropped on zero by

Sunil Narine off his own bowling, teenager Riyan Parag hit
the Achilles Heel of Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR): pace bowling. He fell in the most anti-climactic of fashions, being hit
wicket but by then, the teenager
had done enough. Jofra Archer
then helped Rajasthan Royals
(RR) escape to victory by three
wickets.
Parag made 47 (31b; 4x5, 6x2)
and his 44-run seventh wicket
stand with Archer sent KKR to
their sixth successive defeat,
one that means the team in pink
has all but given the Knight the
pink slip as far as the playoffs
are concerned.
Crucial to KKR’s effort was
how Dinesh Karthik batted.
Karthik set up KKR’s score of
175/6 with his highest score in
the Indian Premier League (IPL)
— 97 (50b; 4x7; 6x9) — and then,
seeing pace bowlers’ woes continue, persisted with slower
bowlers who took five wickets
by the 13th over.
Narine had found his mojo —
4-0-25-2; 15 coming in his last
over. Ironically that was when
the game may have turned. Piyush Chawla bowled a good spell
and after RR got to 50 in the fifth
over — KKR were 49/3 after 10 —
they struck in tandem. Narine
removed Ajinkya Rahane and
almost got Steve Smith in that
over with a carrom ball but the
RR skipper survived by the thinnest of edges.
Then Chawla ‘googlied’ Sanju
Samson and RR were 57/2. It
was 63/3 with Smith getting his
furniture disturbed while trying an across-the-line shot. It
could have been 63/4 but Narine
dropped Parag on zero.
Karthik showed supple
wrists and superb timing after
taking seven deliveries to get his
first run. KKR were in trouble
after the top order had fallen
cheaply again. Karthik broke

n

Captain Dinesh Karthik’s unbeaten 50-ball 97 at Eden went in vain
ARIJIT SEN/HT
as KKR slumped to their sixth consecutive defeat.

scorecard
n

Kolkata Knight Riders

C Lynn b Aaron
0 (3)
S Gill b Aaron
14 (14)
N Rana c Aaron b Gopal
21 (26)
D Karthik not out
97 (50)
S Narine run out
11 (8)
A Russell c Parag b Thomas 14 (14)
Brathwaite c Rahane b Unadkat 5(3)
R Singh not out
3 (3)
n Extras (lb 7, nb 1, w 2)
10
n Total (for 6 wkts, 20 ovs)
175
n FoW: 1-0, 2-31, 3-42, 4-80, 5-119,
6-131.
n Bowling: Aaron 4-1-20-2, Thomas
4-0-32-1, Archer 4-0-28-0, Gopal
3-0-31-1, Parag 1-0-7-0, Unadkat
4-0-50-1.
n

Rajasthan Royals

the shackles against Shreyas
Gopal in the 11th over. That
went for 25 runs with Karthik
hoisting the first ball over
square-leg for six. The next was
steered late for four and then
Stuart Binny, who had a forgettable night dropping Andre Russell on 3, gifted another boundary. The fourth ball was coverdriven for four and Karthik had
got into the groove.

A Rahane lbw b Narine
34 (21)
S Samson b Chawla
22 (15)
S Smith b Narine
2 (6)
B Stokes c Russell b Chawla 11 (10)
R Parag hit wkt Russell
47 (31)
S Binny c Singh b Chawla
11 (11)
S Gopal c Gill b Krishna
18 (9)
J Archer not out
27 (12)
J Unadkat not out
0 (1)
n Extras (w 5)
5
n Total (for 7 wkts, 19.2 ovs)
177
n FoW: 1-53, 2-57, 3-63, 4-78, 5-98,
6-123, 7-167
n Bowling: Brathwaite 2-0-16-0,
Krishna 3.2-0-43-1, Russell 3-0-32-1,
Narine 4-0-25-2, Prithvi Raj 2-028-0, Chawla 4-0-20-3, Rana
1-0-13-0.
RR won by 3 wkts

He greeted Archer with a
flicked six.
After Narine was run out,
Archer and debutant Oshane
Thomas had got the measure of
Russell, who was also dropped
on 13 by substitute Prashant
Chopra, but against Karthik no
one had any answer. KKR
scored 75 in the last five overs
largely because Karthik was flying solo.
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DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) II

HIMACHAL PRADESH NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY

JAL SADAN, LAJPAT NAGAR, NEW DELHI

GHANDAL, SHIMLA P.O. SHAKRAH, SUB-TEHSIL DHAMI DISTRICT
SHIMLA, HIMACHAL PRADESH-171014

Short Notice Tender No. 1/S-II/2019-20
Press Tender
Sl.
No.

Name of work

1.

Restoration of damaged/settled sewer line from
H.No. 86 to MCD School Subzi Mandi Hari Nagar
Ashram under EE(S) II (AC-41 Jangpura) Reinvite

Reserve
price

4748365/-

Date of release of
Last date and time
tender in e-procurement for download & RTGS
solution
through e-procurement
solution
2019_DJB_171981_1
6.5.2019 upto
23.04.2019
2.00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 001/2019-20

htclassifieds
PUBLIC NOTICES
IT IS notified that my original
qualifying examination certificate of
main secondary examination of year
2011 Roll No. 2715545 issued by
CBSE has been lost. Japneet Singh, #
2181, Sector-71, Mohali. 9888761615.

I BIJENDRA Kumar S/o Jokhu
Prasad R/o House # 889, Dashmesh
Nagar, Gill Road Ludhiana have
changed my name to Joginder
Kumar.

I KAMALJEET Kaur W/O Late
S. Bhupinder Singh R/O H. No. 72
Urban Estate, Phase 2, Jalandhar
Declare That My Son Tejinder Singh
& His Wife Gagandeep Kaur Are Out
Of My Control. I Disinherit/ Disown
Them From All My Movable &
Immovable Properties As Well As
Any Legal Heirship Benefits And
Relinquish All The Relation From
Them. All Concerned Note.

I MARY Dungdung D/o Rupus
Dungdung, W/o Aluxius Kullu R/o
Vill-Badmajra, Teh & Distt-SAS
Nagar(Mohali) declare that On my
Pan-Card Father Name is mentioned
as Aluxius Kullu instead of Rupus
Dungdung & same to be amended
on My Pan-Card.

I JUGGAL Mahajan S/o Hira Lal R/o
# 2814 Sector 22-C, Chandigarh have
changed my name from Juggal
Mahajan to Yugal Kishore.

I PREM Parkash S/o Sh. Ram Kishan
R/o # 829, Sector 19 Panchkula
Posted as Vaterniary Surgeon at
G.V.H Fatehpur Tehsil Naraingarh
District Ambala have changed my
name to Somdev Nandi.

I, GEETI Juneja W/o Gautam Saluja
R/o H.No. 25, New Prem Nagar,
Jalandhar have changed my minor
Daughter's name from Prisha to
Prisha Saluja. Concerned note.

I PREM Singh, (Army No. 3996219-H,
Unit 7 Dogra), S/O Sh. Thalia Ram,
R/O village Sarwaldhi, PO Nauhli,
tehsil Jogindernagar, district Mandi
HP declare that name of my wife
wrongly entered in my Army record
as Rita Devi whereas her correct
name is Reeta Devi. Concern may
note.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, GIAN Chand S/o Piara Lal R/o Vill.
Jhander Khurd, Tehsil. Banga Distt.
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar,
Punjab declare that name of my
wife has been wrongly written as
Nellam Rani in my passport. The
actual name of my wife is Anita
Rani. All Concerned note.

I SERVICE No 15220862 W Rank Gnr

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH) II

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, JASVINDER Kaur W/o Rajesh
Kumar Khanna H.No. 245 New Preet
Nagar Jalpa Mata Road, Nangal
(Ropar), changed name to Jasvinder
Kaur Khanna.

I, GURJIT Kaur W/o Harjinder
Singh, Village Umra Nangal, Tehsil
Baba Bakala Sahib (Amritsar) have
changed my name from Gurjit Kaur
to Gurjeet Kaur.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I PREM Singh, (Army No. 3996219-H,

Ph. 0177-2779802, 0177-2779803, Fax: 0177-2779802
Website:http://hpnlu.ac.in

HIMACHAL PRADESH NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY, GHANDAL, SHIMLA
ENTRANCE TEST FOR ADMISSION TO Ph.D. PROGRAMME-2019
Applications are invited in the prescribed form for admission to Ph.D. in Law (sixteen
seats) through an entrance test to be held on 9th June, 2019 (Sunday) from 11.00AM to
1.00 PM at HPNLU Campus, Shimla.
For regulations containing Fee for Entrance Examination, Eligibility, Syllabi of the
Entrance Test, Reservation of Seats and other details, please visit www.hpnlu.ac.in
Fully filled Application Form along with application fee and documents must reach to
Registrar, Himachal Pradesh National Law University, Ghandal, Shimla P.O. Shakrah, SubTehsil Dhami, District Shimla, Himachal Pradesh-171014 latest by 25th May 2019.
Sd/-, Registrar
0013

BUSINESS OFFER

Unit 7 Dogra), S/O Sh. Thalia Ram,
R/O village Sarwaldhi, PO Nauhli,
tehsil Jogindernagar, district Mandi
HP declare that date of birth of my
father wrongly entered in Army
record as 01-07-1956 whereas his
correct date of birth is 13-08-1957.
Concerned may note.

COURT NOTICES

I KAVITA W/o Jatinder Kumar Jain
R/o 320, Phase-2, Urban Estate,
Dugri, Ludhiana have changed my
name to Kavita Jain.

(opr) Ramesh Kumar R/o Village
Awehal PO Khajoor Tehsil Lad
Bharol Distt. Mandi HP have
changed my son's name from Arapit
Thakur to Arpit Thakur vide affidavit
dated 24/04/2019 before executive
magistrate Jogindernagar Distt.
Mandi HP.

I, HEM Raj (Army No. 14375136A,
Rank Ex Hav.), S/O Sh. Bragi Ram,
R/O village Ropa Padhar (Lahla),
tehsil Jogindernagar, district Mandi,
HP declare that in my army record
my son name and DOB wrongly
entered as Vinod Kumar Thakur DOB
4-6-1989. Vijay Kumar DOB 21-011995. It should enter correct DOB
20-03-1994 of Vijay Kumar and
Vinod Kumar DOB 15-06-1989.

HEALTH CARE

I, BHAVNA Trehan W/o Deepak
Patharia R/o 10, Street No.1, Friends
View, Ram Tirath Road Amritsar
have changed my name to Bhavna
Patharia.

I BALJEET Kaur spouse of Rajinder
Singh Kang Resident of 20, Gian
colony, Patiala have changed my
name from Baljeet Kaur to Baljit
Kaur vide affidavit dated 23.4.19
(Patiala)

I, ANIKA D/o Rajesh Kumar Khanna,
H.No.245 New Preet Nagar Jalpa
Mata Road, Nangal (Ropar),
changed name to Anika Khanna.

I, PRINCIPAL COP, CMC Ludhiana
would like to inform the general
public that from our office, we have
misplaced the following original
documents of the student's name
Ms. Darakhsha Hameed bearing
registration no. B/8588/021,
T/4006/057 and name of documents 10th, 10+1, 10+2, Domicile,
regular school certificate and for the
same an FIR has also been lodged
on 04.01.2019. If anyone found,
kindly contact at 0161-2660044.

I PREM Singh, (Army No. 3996219-H, I, TARA Singh S/o Harbans Singh
Unit 7 Dogra), S/O Sh. Thalia Ram,
R/O village Sarwaldhi, PO Nauhli,
tehsil Jogindernagar, district Mandi
HP declare that date of birth of my
mother Santi Devi wrongly entered
in Army record as 01-07-1959
whereas her correct date of birth is
01-01-1961. Concerned may note.

R/o Kothi No. 436, Sector-71, Mohali
declare that my son Damanpreet
Singh and his wife Amardeep Kaur
and their children are out of my
control. So, I disown them from my
all movable/ Immovable property.
Anybody dealing with them will do
so at their own risk.
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Six boxers storm into final, India
eyes biggest ever medal haul

Netravalkar lives his
American dream

ASIAN C’SHIPS Panghal, Bisht among four men in title contest, Pooja, Simranjit win semi-final bouts

MUMBAI: When Saurabh Netravalkar, a left-arm seamer, moved
to New York from Mumbai to pursue a master’s degree in computer science at Cornell University in August 2015, he didn’t
carry his cricket kit.
A former India under-19 and
Mumbai Ranji cricketer, Saurabh had decided to focus completely on academics, leaving
behind his dream of playing
international cricket.
Little did he know then destiny
had other plans for him. He got
back to cricket at university and
after playing some club matches
started taking the game seriously
once he got a job at Oracle in San
Francisco. By 2018, he was eligible to represent the USA after the
ICC lowered the minimum residency for eligibility from four
years to three.
The national call came deservedly for Saurabh in the same
year. He was able to impress
coach Pubudu Dassanayake with
a brilliant spell for Southern California Cricket Association XI
against a USA XI in a nationalteam warm-up match ahead of
the World Cricket League (WCL)
Division Three. Soon, he was
leading the national team in the
World Cricket League (WCL)
Division Three.
On Wednesday, Saurabh led
USA to a historic 84-run win over
Hong Kong in the WCL Division 2
in Namibia — a victory that
secured the country One-Day
International (ODI) status for the
first time. The USA will now feature in Cricket World Cup League
Two — a tournament which is
part of the qualification pathway
for the 2023 World Cup to be held

Press Trust of India
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BANGKOK: Amit Panghal (52kg)
and Kavinder Singh Bisht (56kg)
remained on course for gold
medals as six Indian boxers
stormed into the final of Asian
Boxing Championships here on
Thursday.
Panghal and Bisht were
joined by Deepak Singh (49kg)
and Ashish Kumar (75kg) in the
men’s finals.
In the women’s section, Pooja
Rani (81kg) and Simranjit Kaur
(64kg) advanced to Friday’s
summit clashes while four others lost their semi-final bouts,
settling for bronze medals.
Shiva Thapa’s (60kg) unprecedented fourth successive semifinal appearance ended with a
bronze after a gruelling battle
against 2015 edition’s silvermedallist Kazakhstan’s Zakir
Safiullin.
Panghal defeated China’s Hu
Jianguan, the Rio Olympics
bronze medallist, in a split verdict. Playing with his tremendous pace and aggression, Panghal continued his fine show.

BRAVE SHOW
Bisht turned in a lion-hearted
show against Mongolian EnkhAmar Khakhuu in an intense
battle that left both boxers with
bandaged right eyes. The draining fight ended 3-2 in the
Indian’s favour.
Also finishing with a bronze
among men were Ashish (69kg)
and Satish Kumar (+91kg).
While Ashish was beaten 0-5
by Uzbekistan’s Bobo-Usmon
Baturov, Satish gave a walkover
to Kazakh Kamshybek Kunkabayev owing to an injury sustained in the previous bout.
Among women only Pooja
and Simranjit reached the final.
Veteran L Sarita Devi (60kg),
last edition’s silver-medallist
Manisha Maun (54kg), former
junior world champion Nikhat
Zareen (51kg) and world championships silver-medallist
Sonia Chahal (57kg) all lost their
smei-final bouts and settled for
bronze. Pooja was up against

n

Amit Panghal defeated China’s Olympic bronze medallist in 52kg semi-final at Asian Championships in Bangkok on Thursday. Kavinder
Singh Bisht (56kg), Deepak Singh (49kg) and Ashish Kumar (75kg) also reached the final.

Kazakhstan’s Fariza Sholtay
and emerged triumphant in a
unanimous decision.
In the last Indian bout of the
day, world championships
bronze medallist Simranjit
Kaur defeated Uzbekistan’s
Maftunakhon Melieva and controlled the proceedings from
start to finish for a 5-0 triumph.
POSITIVE START
In the first semi-final bout of the
day, national champion Deepak
advanced after getting a walkover from Kazakhstan’s Temirtas Zhussupov due to injury. It
was a second successive walkover for him.
Next up was Bisht, who had
upstaged reigning world champion Kairat Yeraliyev of
Kazakhstan in his quarterfinal
contest.
Willing to risk a few blows,
Bisht stunned his rival with the
sheer power of his punches. The
intensity was high in the final
three minutes but Bisht was

prepared for a late onslaught of
punches.
Another high-voltage bout
followed with Ashish fighting it
out against Iran’s Seyedshahin
Mousavi.
The Indian was slow off the
blocks against the sprightly Iranian, who clearly had the early
momentum.
But Ashish raised the bar in
the second and third rounds to
counter Mousavi with some precisely-placed hooks and
straights.
Manisha lost to Taiwan’s
Huang Hsiao-Wen, while Sarita
(60kg) went down to China’s
Yang Wenlu. Zareen gave it her
all in the clash against Vietnam’s Nguyen Thi Tam but lost
the bout on a split verdict.
Sonia facee local favourite
Nilwan Techasuep and
although the Indian seemed to
be a more precise puncher, the
judges ruled in the favour of
Thailand girl much to the
crowd’s delight.

PTI

MILAN: First it was the club

n

Tiger Woods.

AFP

MASTERS CHAMP
WOODS TO PLAY
PGA TOUR EVENT
IN JAPAN
Agence France-Presse
n
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TOKYO: Newly crowned Masters
champion Tiger Woods
announced on Thursday he will
return to Japan for the first time
in more than a decade to play in a
new US PGA Tour event in October. “I’m excited to play in the
inaugural ZOZO Championship
in October, and return to Japan,
one of my favourite countries. It’s
going to be a fun fall,” tweeted the
43-year-old American.
Woods stunned the sporting
world earlier this month by completing an epic comeback from
spinal fusion surgery to win his
15th major at Augusta National
and his first since the 2008 US
Open. A 2009 sex scandal followed
by knee and back injuries that
required seven operations had
led to an 11-year major drought.
But his fairytale fifth green
jacket has put Woods firmly back
in pursuit of the all-time record of
18 major wins by Jack Nicklaus.
The ZOZO Championship will
be held from October 24-27 at the
Accordia Golf Narashino Country Club near Tokyo as the second of three big prize money
Asian events on the early part of
the 2019-2020 US PGA Tour calendar. It will offer a purse of $9.75
million — a record for Japan —
and replaces Malaysia’s CIMB
Classic. The other two events on
the Tour’s Asian swing are the CJ
Cup in South Korea, which was
launched in 2017, and the WGCHSBC Champions in Shanghai,
China.
Woods has tasted success in
Japan before, winning back-toback trophies at the Dunlop
Phoenix in 2004 and 2005. He
missing out on a hat-trick of
Japan titles in a 2006 playoff loss
to Ireland’s Padraig Harrington.
Golf is one of Japan’s most popular sports and the PGA are hoping to boost their presence ahead
of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

emblem, where the distinctive
bull was removed to make way
for a minimalist white letter J on
a black background.
Two years later, Juventus may
be preparing to make an even bigger break with tradition and ditch
their famous black-and-white
striped shirts after 116 years.
Gazzetta dello Sport as well as
a number of social media feeds on
Wednesday published what they
said were leaked photographs of
the 2019-20 ‘home’ strip. In a dramatic departure, the shirt featured one black half and one
white half, divided by a thin pink
line. Juventus would not confirm
the kit change. “We never comment on leaks or rumours,” a
spokesman said. But the pictures,
which included the shirt being
worn by first-team players Paulo
Dybala and Federico Bernardeschi, stirred up controversy.
The blog “Black and White and
Read All Over” said that the
change “pretty much means
Juventus will be ditching their
history for a year in the hopes of
making more of a fashion state-

n
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WUHAN(CHINA): Saina Nehwal and

n

Pooja Rani (81kg) defeated Kazakhstan’s Fariza Sholtay in the
semi-final.

THE ZEBRA CHANGES ITS STRIPES
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Instagram: @MUL_BAHTIAR

ment more than anything else.”
Founded by students in 1897,
Juventus initially played in pink
but that colour fell out of favour,
as they did not want to be confused with Palermo — who wear
pink until this day. A Juventus
player, Englishman John Savage, had connections to Notts
County and in 1903 asked if they
could send a replacement. The

ankit.singh@hindustantimes.com
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English club agreed and ever
since, Juventus have been playing in their familiar zebra stripes.
Although the release of new
kits is seen as a key part of modern football marketing, it is rare
for teams to do more than tinker
around the edges of the so-called
‘home kit’. One notable exception
was Brazil. Their combination of
gold shirts and blue shorts is one

of the most iconic kits in football
but they only adopted it in 1953.
Previously, they played in
white which was seen as unpatriotic due to the lack of national colours. Following their failure to
win the 1950 World Cup on home
soil, a newspaper ran a competition to design a new kit, won by
19-year-old Aldyr Garcia Schlee.
Brazil have worn his Canary kit
ever since.
Liverpool used to play in red
shirts, white shorts and white
socks and only adopted their allred kit in 1964 when the then manager Bill Shankly thought it
would have a psychological
impact on opponents. Coincidence or not, both Brazil and Liverpool went on to enjoy years of
success after their kit changes.
However, playing with tradition is not something to be taken
lightly. When the Red Bull energy
drinks manufacturer took over
Salzburg in 2005, they changed
the traditional purple kit to their
corporate colours of white and
red. When fans pleaded for them
to rethink, the club made one concession: the goalkeeper’s away
kit would feature purple socks.
Fans were so annoyed that they
formed a breakaway club.

PV Sindhu registered straightgame wins to sail into the quarterfinals of the Asia Badminton
Championship here Thursday.
Saina needed 38 minutes to get
the better of Kim Ga Eun of Korea
to enter the last eight of women’s
singles. Saina, seeded seventh,

Fascist ‘flash mob’
mars Lazio win
over AC Milan
Agence France-Presse
n

Agence France-Presse
n
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BERLIN: Bayern Munich will face

n
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XI’AN(CHINA):India’s Divya Kakran
and Manju Kumari bagged
bronze medals in the women’s
competition of the Asian Wrestling Championships here on
Thursday.
Asian Games bronze medallist
Kakran defeated Battsetseg
Soronzonbold of Mongolia via fall
in the playoffs of the 68kg to finish
on the podium.
It was double delight for India
as Manju also secured a bronze
earlier in the day by beating Vietnam’s Thi Huong Dao 11-2.
Seema, who also made it to the
playoffs, however, failed to register a hat-trick of bronze medals
after losing to Valentina Ivanovna Islamova Brik of Kazakhstan 5-11 in the 50kg category.
Earlier in the day, while Kakran and Manju reached the
bronze medal round after losing
their respective semi-final bouts,
Seema made it to the third-fourth
place tie after winning her repechage bout.

Silver medallist in the 69kg category at the 2017 edition of the
Asian Championships in New
Delhi, Kakran lost out on a place
in the 68kg final after going down
to Feng Zhou of China 4-14 in the
semis.
Kakran, who is returning to
competitive wrestling after
recovering from an ankle injury,
came up with an impressive show
to beat Hong Thuy Nguyen of
Vietnam 10-0 in her quarterfinal.
In 59kg, Manju had lost to Mongolian Battsetseg Altantsetseg
6-15 in the last four stage to settle
for a place in the bronze medal
round. Manju had earlier beaten
Kazakh Madina Bakbergenova
5-3 in the quarterfinals.
In 50kg, Seema defeated Meng
Hsuan Hsieh of Chinese Taipei
10-2 in her repechage bout. She
had earlier lost to Yuki Irie in the
qualification round but made the
repechage after her Japanese
rival reached the final.
However, India’s campaign got
over early in 55kg and 76kg when
Lalita and Pooja lost their respective quarterfinals.

n

Saurabh Netravalkar.

GETTY

in India — and are guaranteed at
least 36 ODIs over the next twoand-a-half years.
Saurabh’s father, Naresh Netravalkar, who lives in Mumbai,
was ecstatic with his son’s success. “I’m very happy for him. He
always wanted to play cricket at
top level and finally he is living
his dream. He has worked really
hard managing his work and
cricket together,” he said.
HOW IT ALL STARTED
Saurabh first caught the attention of the cricket fraternity when
he claimed nine wickets at an
average of 17.22 to finish as
India’s leading wicket taker in the
ICC under-19 World Cup in New
Zealand in 2010. During the tournament, he had dismissed current England captain Joe Root
and Pakistan opener Ahmed
Shehzad.
In 2013, he made his Ranji Trophy debut for Mumbai against
Karnataka where he claimed
three wickets in the match. However, two years later he decided to
focus on academics after not getting another opportunity to represent Mumbai in first-class
cricket. Saurabh, who did his
graduation in engineering from
Sardar Patel Institute of Technology here, left for the US where he
rediscovered his love for the
game.

RB Leipzig in the German Cup
final next month after Robert
Lewandowski fired them to a 3-2
win over a valiant Werder Bremen on Wednesday. Lewandowski scored twice in a highly entertaining last-four tie to reach the
final for the 23rd time.

Bremen were unfazed by their
role as underdogs, attacking Bayern all night and briefly overturning a two-goal deficit.
Yet Lewandowski’s late penalty ultimately decided a fiery
cup tie in Bayern’s favour.
“It was the tough game that we
were expecting,” man of the
match Thomas Mueller said.
“Football is fun in an atmosphere like this. I have to say, I’m a

has a tough next encounter as she
will be up against third seed
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan.
Sindhu, seeded fourth, took 33
minutes to beat Indonesia’s Choirunnisa 21-15, 21-19 in another
second-round match. The world
No 6 will next play unseeded Cai
Yanyan of China in the quarters.
Sameer Verma continued his
impressive run, progressing to
the men’s singles quarters.

Saurabh is not the first
cricketer from Maharashtra to
captain the USA, though.
Sushil Nadkarni had got the
honour in 2012. Son of an Air
Force officer, Sushil’s journey
was similar to that of Saurabh. He was part of India’s
under-19 team that toured
Australia in 1994-95 and
scored a half ton against an
attack that included Brett
Lee. However, he too left
cricket and moved to the US
to pursue engineering before
rediscovering his love for the
game and making it to the
national cricket team. He is
now satisfied with the
progress of the current team
and hopes cricket will achieve
baseball-like popularity in US
someday.
“USA Cricket achieving ODI
status is a huge milestone for
the growth of cricket not only
in USA but also globally. This
journey started in 2008 in
World Cricket League Division
5 in Jersey near UK. It took us
11 years to get to ODI status
and there were many ups and
downs along the way.
“The players and management both current and past
have put in a lot of hard work
and sacrifices over the past
few years to get to this
position. Cricket has the
potential to become a major
sport in USA as it is similar to
baseball in concept,” said
Sushil, who is an area manager of Environment Research
Management (ERM) in Texas.

MILAN: Joaquin Correa’s second-

half winner sent Lazio into the
Coppa Italia final with a 1-0 victory over AC Milan at San Siro on
Wednesday, in a game marred by
away fans holding a far-right
flash mob.
Correa made the breakthrough 148 minutes into the tie
after a goalless first leg back in
February and Lazio are now just
one win from lifting the trophy
for a seventh time. Simone Inzaghi’s men will face either Fiorentina or Atalanta in the final at
their home stadium, the Stadio
Olimpico, on May 15, with the
other semi-final level at 3-3 heading into Thursday’s second leg.
“We fully deserved qualification, but now must focus on Serie
A building up to the final in our
stadium,” Inzaghi said.
Hardcore Lazio fans displayed
a banner reading “Honour to
Benito Mussolini” before the
game, sang fascist songs and performed the Nazi salute.

bit of a Bremen fan. I love watching them, and their fans are
great.” Both sides threw everything forward in the first half,
with Milot Rashica in particular
causing endless headaches for
the Bayern defence.
Lewandowski put Bayern in
front on 36 minutes, however, and
Mueller appeared to land the
sucker punch when he scooped in
a second just after the hour mark.

Sameer brushed aside Hong
Kong’s Ng Ka Long Angus 21-12,
21-19 in the second round. A Herculean task awaits Sameer in last
eight as he will clash with second
seed Shi Yuqi of China.
The mixed doubles pair of
Utkarsh Arora and Karishma
Wadkar crashed out in the second
round, losing 21-10, 21-15 to Hafiz
Faizal and Gloria Emanuelle
Widjaja of Indonesia.

Atletico win delays
Barca celebrations
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Kakran, Manju hand Bayern reach German Cup final
India twin bronze
Press Trust of India

NOT THE FIRST
CAPTAIN FROM
MAHARASHTRA

Saina, Sindhu, Sameer in quarters

Juve to ditch stripes after 116 years?
n

Ankit Kumar Singh

MADRID:Atletico Madrid delayed
Barcelona winning La Liga by a
few days at least after Alvaro
Morata and Antoine Griezmann
each scored in a 3-2 victory over
Valencia on Wednesday.
Defeat at the Wanda Metropolitano would have crowned Barca
kings of Spain for a 26th time in
their history, with the Catalans
now set to celebrate at their own
Camp Nou on Saturday instead.
A Barcelona win there over
Levante will wrap up their fourth
league triumph in five years and
they could even be home and dry
before kick-off, if Atletico Madrid
fail to take a point at home to
struggling Real Valladolid earlier
in the day.
Regardless, success for Ernesto Valverde’s side is surely now
only a matter of timing given
Atletico remain nine points
behind the leaders with four
games left to play. Real Madrid,
who visit Getafe on Thursday, are
16 adrift. If Getafe win, they will
also move five points ahead of
Valencia, whose chances of
snatching fourth place and
Champions League qualification
would now appear remote.
But there will be some satisfaction at least for Atletico in making
Barcelona win it on their own
terms while also avoiding the
embarrassment of conceding the
title with a loss in front of their
home fans.
Angel Correa’s stunning strike
in the 81st minute proved the winner after Valencia had fought
back, Kevin Gameiro and a Dani
Parejo penalty twice pulling
them level after goals from

Morata and Griezmann.
Morata’s early strike continued his excellent form since his
move to Atletico in January, his
finish at the back post taking his
tally to six goals in 13 games for
the club. Griezmann, meanwhile,
back from suspension, now has 25
goals in all competitions this season, an impressive return, particularly in a side not renowned for
its creativity. Atletico were ahead
inside 10 minutes as Juanfran’s
cross met the outstretched foot of
Morata at the back post.
It was no less than they
deserved for an aggressive opening but Valencia grew into the
half and equalised shortly before
half-time.
Francis Coquelin’s crossfield
pass picked out Carlos Soler, who
cushioned the ball inside to Santi
Mina. Mina flicked it brilliantly
between Diego Godin and Stefan
Savic before squaring to
Gameiro, who had time to pick his
spot. Atletico regrouped during
the interval and were back in
front four minutes after, Griezmann jumping ahead of Jose
Gaya to nod in Thomas Lemar’s
cross. But Valencia came again
and a chaotic contest took
another twist when Gameiro’s
shot was shown by VAR to have
been blocked by the arm of Saul
Niguez. Parejo powered into the
corner.
The game was in the balance as
Griezmann glanced a header
wide before Correa, on as a substitute, provided the winning
touch. Thomas Partey played
into his feet but Correa did the
rest, turning, twisting and then
bending the ball inside Neto’s lefthand post. Barca will have to
wait.
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Actor brothers
Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann
Khurrana

‘NOT COOL
WITH WEB
CONTENT’
Actor Salman Khan says that he is
not in favour of digital shows as
there is no censorship and kids
have access to it; adds that there
needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been
an actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old,
who made his big screen
debut in 1988, entered the
industry wanting to be a
director.
Acting just happened to
him and the gig has been
going on for 30 years now.
However, Salman says that
direction is something that he
is extremely passionate
about, and he will definitely
direct at some point in the
future.
Excerpts from an
interview:

S

I started my career wanting to be a director so I think
that I will do that at some point in the future. But I will
make a very small film.
SALMAN KHAN, ACTOR

You have been part of
several projects. How do you
look at your projects and choose
to be a part of them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or
a husband. Every actor
should see the film in totality
from the audience’s
perspective.

prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a
journey from the age of nine
to 27 to 35 to 45 to 70. So I am
playing all those age groups
in Bharat. You saw that in
Sultan (2016), too. The
amount of work that went
into it is 10 times more than
what I put in any other film.
Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this
always has to be done in a
short span of time. Earlier, it
was easier, but now, of course
it’s tougher.

Is playing roles that require
physical transformation
tougher for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a

A lot of your contemporaries
are working on interesting
projects in the digital space.
Does that entice you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I

Red alert:
Embracing
the fiery
and
feisty
colour

don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital
platforms. In films, if there
are three-four extra punches,
it gets censored and we get an
A certificate. We get a U/A
certificate only when we cut
some scenes but on the web,
they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be
an appointed body that takes
that call. My problem is that
young kids are also watching
it because everyone has
access to a phone. So, that’s
not cool with me.

Does direction
interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my
career wanting to be a
director so I think that I will
do that at some point in the
future. But I will make a very
small film. Badi picture ka
matlab yeh nahi hota ki
production mein paisa kharch
karo, it means bada plot hona
chahiye, and content bada
hona chahiye.
n

Stoppedsharingclothesdueto
fashionpolice:Khurranabros
Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann Khurrana
are among the coolest siblings
in the show business and
share a great camaraderie.
And what keeps the two
close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever
we are there, that is our
partner in crime thing. Then

A

there’s desi mithaai, gajar ka
halwa, gulab jamun, which we
call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids.
“We never really played
pranks; we were not too much
of prank people. We never
even in a fun way bullied each
other; we were just two cute
boys (laughs). Also, on Diwali,
we would take out our car to
go and distribute mithaais
together,” he says.
“The one thing which I
miss, however, is not sharing

clothes with him anymore
because of the fashion police!
We used to share a lot of
clothes earlier before we
became actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If
possible, I would really want
to break these barriers. We
are brothers,” says
Aparshakti, who was recently
seen in Luka Chuppi.
So, how has the equation
between the two changed, if it
has at all?
“We are the same, and have

only become closer. Earlier,
we were not staying in the
same city. He had moved to
Mumbai way before I did,
about two-and-a-half years
back. And I shifted after
Dangal. Once you stay in the
same city, you come close,”
he says.
On what’s keeping him
busy, he reveals, “I am
shooting for a film, tentatively
titled, Kanpur or Kanpuriye.
There’s also Street Dancer 3D;
only the climax is left.
Though, I am not dancing in
the film (laughs).”

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

STOP PRESS

Ankita Rawat

hey say, when in doubt
wear red. But, the bright
hue has gone missing from
ene
the north Indian wedding scene
with brides opting for lighter
shades such as pastels, pink,
ivory, etc. The only constant
for the colour is perhaps
Louboutin’s sole. However, of
late the colour has been widely
y
embraced by
A-listers from Bollywood, the
sole validation millennials
seek. And, they seem to be doing
the ‘lal salaam’ when it comes to
o
dressing for red carpet events,
film promotions, and even
airport looks. From gracing
stunning scarlet red saris to
donning the colour in athleisure
at the airport, B-Town celebs
are practically wearing the
feisty colour almost
everywhere, bringing it back on
the trend list.
Designer Narresh Kukreja
attributes the colour’s
comeback to its vibrancy. “As
vibrant as red is, it is a
year-round colour. From
livening up the most mundane
work-wear, to adding a little
quirk to the breezy resort wear,
it sets the right mood for both,
day and evening gettogethers.”
Designer Shubhika Sharma
echoes the sentiment. “We
recently saw the emergence of
neons, reinstating that loud
colours are in this season. So,
if you want to wear something
classy, go for red as it is a
striking colour and goes
with the whole vibe of the
season.”
The fact that red suits almost
all skin tones adds to its charm.
“There’s a right red for almost
every skin tone. If your
complexion is fair, go for a
brighter shade like scarlet and
if you like it mellow, then go for

T
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KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME
ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
STYLEBYAMI

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
DEEPIKAPADUKONE

From above) Sonakshi Sinha,
Deepika Padukone, Alia Bhatt,
and Parineeti Chopra
dark crimson,” says designer
Nachiket Barve.
So how can one style the
colour right? “For an
athleisure look, go for a
glowy-dewy skin with hair tied
back. For evening wear, keep
the look minimal,” advises
Shubhika.
Nachiket follows the same
school of thought. “With red,
keep the styling minimal,
understated and classy. In
terms of fabric, it looks best in
rich fabrics. Red looks terrible
and tacky in cheap fabrics.”
For evening wear, he
suggests, “Keep the
accessories to a bare
minimum. When it comes to
embellishment, unless you
are wearing ethnic, stay
away from too much
metallic. Keep the make-up
balanced with the red. While
opting red for formal wear, a
good fit is very important
because the colour is so
strong and every stitch
mistake gets amplified.”

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”
Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

AVENGERS ENDGAME
LEAKED ONLINE
he much-awaited
Avengers: Endgame
has become the latest
victim of piracy.
Reportedly, piracy website
TamilRockers has leaked a
cam print of the entire
film online two days
before its release.
Reportedly, the film is
expected to open at a
whopping ₹40 crore.

T
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NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.
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htcity LIFESTYLE
DON’T IGNORE
THE OBLIQUES
Fitness model
Vaibhav Anand says,
“Most people only
focus on upper and
lower abs while
neglecting obliques.
Opt for exercises such
as sit-ups, twist and
spiderman plank
crunches. Also,
overall leg size
comes from doing
full body squats

ABOYS’BEACH
BODYGUIDE
Abhinav Verma

eading to the beach,
guys? Trendy
beachwear? Check.
Sunglasses and
sunscreen? Check.
A physique worth
Instagramming? Not
so sure? An enviable physique
is everyone’s dream. However,
a beach body is a completely
different ball game.
There’s truckloads of diet
and workout gold out there on
the internet, but if putting it to
use was easy, experts would be
out of jobs and the seaside full
of picture-perfect beach bods.
We talk to fitness experts
Diksha Chhabra, Sapna
Khanna and Satnam Singh,
who decode what goes into the
beach-ready physique.

H
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IT IS MADE IN
THE KITCHEN
Quoting Ron Woodroof from
Dallas Buyers Club: ‘Watch
what you eat.’ Don’t skip meals
or experiment with fad diets.
Your diet should be a good
mix of protein, complex
carbohydrates, fibre along with
water.
n Protein: The Holy Grail of
building muscle is protein,
which helps develop
strength and aids in recovery
after an intense workout. Opt

TRAINS CALVES WELL
German actor Andy Von
Eich (Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi and
Neerja, 2016) suggests
training calves 3-4 times
a week. “Calves need to be
trained with high intensity.
Walk on a treadmill with
an incline holding 5kg
dumbbells in each hand.
For abs, opt for circuit and
high intensity interval
training,” says the 33-yearold actor.

for lean protein (eggs,
chicken and turkey, low-fat
dairy, and fish). Your
recommended protein intake
depends on a number of
factors (daily physical
activity, height and body
weight, workout goal), and
can be calculated on a
credible fitness website.
n Forget refined carbs:
These are easily digested in
the body, but can spike blood
sugar levels. What’s worse —
extra sugar is converted to
fat. Go for complex carbs
(found in oats, brown rice,
whole-wheat bread, sweet
potatoes) which take time to
get digested in the body, but
contain the all-important
fibre — our next point.
n Fibre: Starving is a no-no. It
leads to muscle and stamina
loss. You need to eat, so
instead of relying on junk
food for snacking, go for fruits
such as guavas, raspberries
and apples, and sprouts. Food
rich in fibre keeps you full for
longer with fewer calories.
Fruits with yoghurt and
probiotics have been deemed
helpful in reducing belly fat.
They also aid digestion and
boost metabolism, both of
which are central for a strong
and defined core.
n Fluids: They help prevent
summer dehydration, keep
bloating at bay and help flush
out the excess sodium. Excess
sodium means water
retention, and hence water
weight in the lower stomach.

WORK OUT THE
ENTIRE BODY, MATE
Your physique needs to be
proportionate, which means
when you are working out, you
have to focus on both the upper

and the lower body. However,
some men still shy away from
taking the shirt and the shorts
off on the beach. And that’s
because of two reasons — abs
lacking definition and visibility
along with small calves. Hence,
one needs to specifically focus
on these two body parts.
Before you start training
calves and abs, you need to
understand that for best
possible results, they ought to
be trained two to three times a
week, and with high intensity.
These muscle groups have high
endurance and recover much
faster.
n Ab training: Instead of
focusing specifically on the
abs, focus on your entire core
— the abdomen, lower back,
and pelvis. This doesn’t mean
you stop doing those
crunches, but that you should
add exercises like planks and
battle ropes to your arsenal.
Go for cardio sessions in
short bursts (10 minutes).
As with any form of exercise,
focus on the right form
instead of the number of
repetitions. Also, remember
to take fewer breaks in
between as you progress.
n Do. Not. Overtrain: This
can never be stressed enough,
but there is absolutely no
need to do one thousand
crunches a day. Avoid
overtraining (training more

Fad
diets or
starving
won’t get
you the
results.
Experts tell
you how to get
the summer
beach body

Focus on compound
lifts such as squats/
deadlifts, which are
excellent for your core.

High reps and slow
motion is key to
training calves for a
beach body.

SAPNA KHANNA
FITNESS EXPERT

DIKSHA CHHABRA
FITNESS EXPERT

By training abs regularly, you can improve the resting
tone of your abs, which increases their visibility.
SATNAM SINGH FITNESS EXPERT

than three days in a week).
Instead, focus on compound
exercises such as squats and
deadlifts, which are excellent
for your core. They also help
maintain better form in ab
exercises. Three days of
weight training, combined
with strength and core
training two days a week,
is the ideal workout.
n Calves training: Calves
is a small but extremely
stubborn muscle group.
Train calves with
seated and standing
calf raises, or calf
raises on leg press
machine, along with
donkey calves
raises. High reps
and slow motion
are the key to
training
calves for
faster
results.

PRIORITISE HYDRATION
One of India’s leading
fitness models, actor Karan
Oberoi believes hydration
is the key for ab visibility.
“You need to start drinking
lots of water to get rid of
water retention caused by
sodium retention, which
leads to bloating,” says
Oberoi. The 31-year-old
actor also swears by daily
short cardio sessions to
burn and reduce belly fat.
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Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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‘Angry’ Pamela Anderson
storms out of fundraiser

ormer Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson
stormed out of a football
fundraiser in Marseille after
€100,000 were earmarked for
fire-damaged Notre-Dame
rather than for children in
the French port city.
Tuesday night’s gala,
which was organised by
Olympique Marseille, one of
France’s most decorated
football clubs, was flagged as
a fundraiser for children in
need.
But the decision to channel
the sum to Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, which was
badly damaged
by a huge fire early last
week, drew a swift rebuke
from Anderson on
Wednesday.
“Last night we attended
@OM_Officiel annual Gala to
help raise money for youth
suffering in Marseille —
full of good intentions while
raising a meaningful amount
of EUR (euro) for a great
cause. Then ‘big surprise
auction item’ came to raise
money for rebuilding Notre
Dame???” she wrote on
Twitter.
“Surely the children
suffering in Marseille
could have used the €100,000
more than the church that
has already received over

F

a billion in donations
by billionaires,” she railed.
“I hope they will
reconsider and give to
where it is needed, to the
community here in
Marseille where it was
intended. And would go much
further in making lives
better.”
The 51-year-old actor and
model, who holds both US
and Canadian citizenship,
attended the fundraiser with
her partner Adil Rami, an
Olympique Marseille
defender.

She also tweeted that
“they raised almost twice as
much money for the fabulous
Bruce Springsteen guitar as
they did all night for the
kids.”
“I was so angry, and
disappointed. I asked Adil if
we could leave. We did.”
That tweet was later
deleted.
Without replying directly
to her remarks, Olympique
Marseille said the total
amount raised during the
evening was €439,760.

AFP

Pamela Anderson

PHOTO: STEPHANE MAHE/REUTERS

ONLYTRUEWINNERS
WILLBECLICKED
UPON: BOMANIRANI
Today, if you look at
the OTT platforms,
there are so many
choices for you. If in
the first 10 minutes
you can’t grab them
[audiences] with
sharp writing, they
will pick another one!
BOMAN IRANI
ACTOR-PRODUCER

Rishabh Suri
ctor Boman Irani has his
hands full right now with
projects such as Made in
China and Drive. And
recently, he also announced his
venture into production with
his own house!
What many people don’t
know is that one of the reasons
behind this decision is the
actor’s love for writing, and he
feels that it’s time we value

A

writers in Bollywood. He says,
“It is time now that people
should value writers, pay them
well... they spend time alone,
coming up with things. Today,
if you look at the OTT
platforms, there are so many
choices for you. If in the first 10
minutes you can’t grab them
[audiences] with sharp writing,
they will pick another one!
They don’t have to stand at the
theatre and go ‘let’s watch this
one, or that one’. Earlier, you

saw one poster, today there are
five. And in your TV, you see
500 little posters! Only true
winners will be clicked upon,
and watched for 10 minutes, as
the attention span of people has
gone down really badly. Your
writing has to be sharper!”
Asked whether he has
started working on his first film
as a producer, he says, “Yes. It
is a relationship-based slice-oflife film. I hope it says more
than just ‘being from life’. It

should resonate with people.
And the relationships [I am
exploring in the film] are not
necessarily between a man and
woman, but between anyone —
father and son, mother and
daughter; why people who love
each other don’t necessarily get
along, like a house on fire.”
“We are putting the
finishing touches, and will cast
soon. We don’t need a big cast,”
he shares.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

A still from
the song
First Class
(Kalank)

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
First Class
Kalank Title Track
Coca Cola
Ghar More Pardesiya
Yeh Jawani
Slowly - Slowly
Vaddi Sharaban
Tu Mila Toh Haina
Teri Mitti
Ankh Maarey

Kalank
Kalank
Lukka Chuppi
Kalank
Student Of The Year 2
Guru Randhawa Ft. Pitbull
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
Kesari
Simmba

ON THIS DAY IN 1969
During the British band Led Zeppelin’s second North American
tour, the four-member act played for two consecutive nights at
the same venue in San Francisco, California. It was during their
show on the second night that Whole Lotta Love was played live
for the first time. The opening track of the band’s second album, it
went on to become one of the biggest rock anthems and is widely
considered, by critics and listeners alike, as one of the best rock
songs of all time.
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htcity TIME OUT
Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
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FRIDAY,
APRIL 26,
2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR I DAY, A P R I L 2 6 , 2 0 1 9

A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JuNE 22 - JuLY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(sEPt 24 - OCt 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JuLY 23 - AuG 23)

VIRGO
(AuG 24 - sEPt 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.
Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.
Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

MOVIES IN TRICITY
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 11:05AM
11:55AM 01:45PM 04:25PM
05:05PM 07:05PM 07:45PM
10:25PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 11:15AM
02:35PM 04:55PM 07:25PM
09:45PM
Kalank 01:45PM 09:55PM

CINEPOLIS TDI MALL
JAGAT: CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In The 1995 hiT film Dilwale DUlhaniya Le
Jayenge, prodUcer YaSh Chopra wanTed
Milind GUnaji for ParmeeT SeThi’S role. BUT
Milind refUSed To Shave off hiS beard.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

B KEO R
JTIOS
A D EL N T
AC M UUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

_____ are alwayS verboSe.
SOLUTION MATHDUKU

SOLUTION SUDOKU

- Leon TroTSky (11)

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
08:30AM 10:00AM 12:00PM
01:50PM 03:40PM 05:40PM
07:20PM 09:30PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
09:00AM 12:30PM 07:45PM
11:30PM
Kalank 04:15PM

PVR: ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
08:00AM 03:40PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
08:35AM 09:30AM 11:20AM
12:25PM 01:20PM 03:10PM
04:15PM 05:10PM 07:00PM
08:05PM 09:00PM 10:50PM
11:55PM
Avengers: Endgame English
10:25AM 11:50AM 02:15PM
06:05PM 07:30PM 09:55PM
11:20PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 08:45AM
01:05PM 07:40PM
Kalank 09:30AM 04:05PM
10:50PM
Shazam! English 11:45AM
The Tashkent Files 05:30PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman English 08:35PM
Kesari 10:40PM

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

PVR: ELANTE 4DX
CHANDIGARH

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK

Avengers: Endgame (4DX)
English 08:30AM 12:20PM
04:10PM 08:00PM 11:50PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 09:10AM
09:45AM 02:50PM 04:50PM
05:25PM 10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English
11:00AM 01:35PM 06:40PM
09:15PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 01:00PM
08:40PM 11:40PM

Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Avengers: Endgame English
08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen
Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
09:00AM 04:00PM 07:30PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
09:30AM 01:00PM 03:15PM
04:30PM 08:00PM 10:15PM
11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
11:45AM 06:45PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
12:30PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 09:15AM
06:05PM 08:40PM
The Curse Of The Weeping
Woman English 09:45AM
Kalank 12:05PM 11:15PM
The Tashkent Files 03:15PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE
MALL, CHANDIGARH

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

VR: PUNJAB, MOHALI

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar

SCORPIO
(OCt 24 - NOV 22)

Avengers: Endgame Hindi
08:30AM 10:20AM 12:20PM
02:10PM 04:10PM 06:00PM
08:00PM 09:50PM 11:50PM
Avengers: Endgame English
09:00AM 12:50PM 04:40PM
08:30PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
09:40AM 11:30AM 01:30PM
03:20PM 05:20PM 07:10PM
09:10PM 11:00PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 08:45AM

11:45AM 02:45PM 08:30PM
11:30PM
Shaapit Stree Hindi 09:40AM
Kalank 12:00PM 06:40PM 10:15PM
The Tashkent Files 03:35PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 05:45PM

VR PUNJAB (GOLD), MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame English
10:00AM 01:50PM 05:40PM
09:30PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
11:00AM 02:50PM 06:40PM
10:30PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
07:30AM 11:00AM 01:40PM
02:50PM 06:40PM 09:00PM
10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English
09:00AM 12:20PM 03:20PM
07:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
10:00AM 05:20PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
03:55PM 11:00PM
Kalank 09:00AM 07:35PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 09:10AM
11:50AM 02:30PM 08:10PM
11:05PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 05:25PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
08:00AM 09:00AM 12:30PM
02:45PM 07:30PM 09:45PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
11:15AM 04:00PM 06:15PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 10:15AM
12:45PM 06:30PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 11:00AM
01:45PM 07:15PM 10:00PM
Kalank 03:15PM 09:00PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
08:05AM 10:30AM 06:10PM
09:35PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
10:00AM 11:30AM 01:40PM
05:20PM 09:00PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
02:20PM 10:00PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
03:10PM 07:10PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 09:40AM
12:15PM 06:40PM
Kalank 03:10PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA, ZIRAKPUR
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
08:00AM 11:15AM 02:00PM
03:00PM 05:45PM
09:30PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
09:15AM 11:50AM 01:00PM
03:30PM 04:45PM 08:30PM
10:05PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
10:15AM 06:45PM 10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
06:00AM 01:00PM 08:00PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi
09:00AM 11:00AM 02:30PM
06:00PM 07:00PM 09:30PM
10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
09:30AM 04:30PM 11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English
03:30PM
Nadhoo Khan Punjabi 12:30PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame (3D) Hindi
08:00AM 09:00AM 11:20AM
12:20PM 02:45PM
10:45PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D) English
03:45PM 06:15PM 07:15PM
09:45PM
Kalank 10:00AM 03:30PM
09:15PM
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THE ACCIDENTAL
FILMMAKER

Selma
Blair

Chandigarh girl Ravneet
Chadha’s film Subira may be
Kenya’s entry for the Oscars

Tanvi Manhas

s a child, Ravneet Sippy
Chadha ,did not ever
think she would make a
film one day, much less
win a number of prestigious
international awards for them.
Today, her first feature film,
Subira, which released last
November , has picked up
seven awards and maybe
chosen to represent Kenya at
the Oscars.
Born in the City Beautiful,
Ravneet was schooled at
Auckland House in Shimla and
graduated from the city’s
Government College for
Girls. After marrying a
businessman in 1997, she
settled in Nairobi, Kenya and is
now a mother of two. In
Chandigarh on Tuesday for a
short visit, she interacted with
HT about her film, inspiration
and more. Excerpts:

A

Tell us about Subira
Subira ia a Kenyan-Danish
collaboration and gives voice to
women whose aspirations have
been stifled over centuries. I
chose a Muslim girl as the
protagonist. To me, the black
burqa is a symbol of conformity
that keeps women in check. In
total contrast to this is the
island Lamu, where Subira is
shot, which is surrounded by
the ocean – a symbol of free
spirit and immeasurable
choices that are disregarded.
The film has won 15
international awards including
two at the French Amien film
fest and two at Taarifa film fest
in Spain. This English- Swahili
film is also the first Kenyan
film to be screened at the
Cannes film fest.
Where did it all begin?
I received no training as a
filmmaker, but I have always
loved international cinema.
When I look back, the film Death of a Princess – a true
story shot in documentary

form by a British filmmaker,
left a deep impact on me as a
young girl. But the reason why
I chose to make a film lies in my
own journey. It began with a
culture shock that I got when in
1971, I was sent to boarding
school at the age of 5 . The strict
regimental British school was
not only a far cry from my
loving, boisterous joint family,
but I found that living by the
rules was a punishment. We all
have our individual distress,
but no one teaches us to
express it or process it.

Is the film autobiographical ?
Not really, my parents raised
me and my sister Supreet with
very liberal values. My mum is
a nurturing soul, while my
father was the visionary. So
these self-limiting beliefs
seeped in unconsciously from
people I was surrounded with.
There was societal to-do list
that we all were aware of – a
right time to marry, the
right husband, the right
profession – but it wasn’t
imposed on me. However,
the mould had been made,
set with good intentions by
the generations before us,
for an enriched life and
we tried to fit in.
You’re beautiful, wealthy,
smart.. what was missing?
Well, anguish has a way of
piling up when it isn’t
resolved. Mine remained
buried till I had my second
child in 2000. That’s when I
felt that I was going to
implode and fall apart.
The crisis compelled me
to deal with my inner
chaos. In those days
I was easily and deeply
moved by art so I went
in for an art therapy ,
which revealed how my
unexpressed emotions
were choking me.
Why film as the medium?
When I realised that I need a

release, my sister suggested I
do it via film, as I wanted my
message to be heard across the
world. So I began with an
amateurish short 5-minute
film. That was my Eureka
moment. I knew that films were
my calling. After that, I made 4
short films and the awards
were a pat on
the back.

PHOTO:
AFP
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I did a photo shoot with Jenny right when I was starting
out. I was the first celebrity she had ever shot. Plus, I
loved her movie All This Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I was invited on board. The
experience is also a throwback to Cruel Intentions
SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR

Your next project?
My next film is about a
married woman who is
searching for her power. The
film’s core message for the
world , especially for women, is
that – ‘nobody else completes
you and therein lies your true
power’.
n

tanvi.manhas@htlive.com

Filmmaker Ravneet
Sippy Chaddha
PHOTO: SANJEEV
SHARMA/HT

Actor Selma Blair’s
Cruel Intentions
throwback moment

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
the actor said in a
statement.
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This

A

Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

IANS
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NOTCOMFORTABLEWITH GOT
SEXSCENE?DEAL WITH IT!
Arya Stark of Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams has
responded to the collective social media shock by
saying that she watched the scene with her family

aisie Williams has
responded to the
divided fan reactions
following her much
talked about sex scene in the
latest episode of Game of
Thrones, by pointing out that
if anyone should be feeling
awkward about the sequence,
it should be her as her entire
family watched it.
The sex scene between Arya
and Gendry (Joe Dempsie)
was arguably one of the most
shocking moments in another
buildup episode of the series’
final season.
The fans knew about the arc
between the two characters —
Gendry was Arya’s crush and
he also found comfort in her
friendship, especially since
they have journeyed together
before getting separated. Even
then, many felt, the timing of
the development was amiss.
Some said Arya was too
young to have sex. “Ok, I didn’t
like the Arya sex scene in the

M

newest episode of Game of
Throne, and not only because
it was awkward to see the
person that was once a child for
so long naked, but anyway the
rest of the episode was a pretty
solid 8.5/10, I’m kinda hopeful
for the rest of this season,” a
user wrote. “When you’ve been
waiting for Gendry and Arya to
get together for 4 seasons and it
finally happens, but then they
start getting naked...” a user
tweeted. Others wondered

WHILE SOME FANS
CONTEND ARYA WAS
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE
SEX, OTHERS FELT
THAT THE SCENE DID
NOT QUITE FIT IN WITH
HER CHARACTER ARC

whether the sex scene fit
within the character’s overall
character arc.
Two days after the episode
dropped, Williams made light
of the reactions on Tuesday,
saying her large family has
“probably watched” the scene
too. “If u feel uncomfortable
just know that my mother and
my step dad and my 2 sisters
and my 4 brothers have all
probably watched this too
ahahakillmeehehe (sic)” the
actor tweeted.
On the age factor, another
argument questions the silence
of people when Sophie Turner’s
Sansa Stark was raped by her
husband Ramsey Bolton (Iwan
Rheon) in season five. Some
also said the trolling reeked of
hypocrisy and sexism as no one
raised an eyebrow when in
season five Tommen, who also
grew up on the show, was
shown in bed with his wife,
Margaery, when she was 21
and he was just a teenager. PTI

JRR Tolkien’s family
does ‘not endorse’
upcoming biopic
he JRR Tolkien family
and the Tolkien estate on
Tuesday said they do “not
endorse” the biopic on the
iconic author of Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
set to be released next month.
Titled Tolkien, Nicholas
Hoult plays the eponymous
character in the film, directed
by Finnish helmer Dome
Karukoski. The family and
estate in a statement,
acquired by The Hollywood
Reporter, said they wished to
“make clear that they did not
approve of, authorise or
participate in the making” of
the film, which recounts the
years of toil and imagination
that gave the novelist the

T

Arya Stark is fascinated by warfare and has, through the course of her growing up from a child to a young
woman on the show, turned into a remorseless killer focused solely on revenge, having rejected all
‘ladylike’ pursuits

inspiration for his
storytelling in the early 20th
century. “They do not endorse
it or its content in any way,”
the statement added. A
representative confirmed that
the family is yet to watch the
film and the statement was
not regarding any particular
scene or element of the story.
They added that the estate
had been approached about
biopics in the past without
ever giving its approval. The
biopic, which also features
Lily Collins, Colm Meaney,
Derek Jacobi, Mimi Keene
and Pam Ferris, is due to land
on May 10, more than 46 years
after Tolkien’s death.

PTI

WillSmithsaysGeminiManisthe
mostdemandingfilmofhiscareer

Will Smith
plays his
present-day
and 23-yearold selves in
the film

Kate
Beckinsale
to play
vengeful
bouncer

JRR Tolkien is the author of The Lord of the Rings books

PHOTO: JON
KOPALOFF/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

ill Smith, who will be
fighting his younger
self in filmmaker Ang
Lee’s Gemini Man, on Tuesday
said the “emotional and
physical challenges” of
making the film have been the
most demanding of his career.
It is for the first time that
Smith — to be seen next in
Aladdin — has teamed up with
Oscar-winner Lee, one of the
most genre-bending directors
in the modern era.
Billed as an innovative
action-thriller, the film will
see Smith as Henry Brogan, an
elite assassin, who is suddenly
targeted and pursued by a
mysterious young operative
who seemingly can predict his
every move. The trailer of the
film shows a de-aged Smith.
Smith, who aged in reverse
with the help of technology to
play his 23-year-old version,

W

called Lee’s direction
“cinematic wizardry”.
“Ang is pushing the limits to
give people an experience in
the movie theatre that you
can’t get anywhere else. This
is not only an action film, but
an exploration of what one’s
younger self can ultimately
teach one’s older self. I’m 50
years old now, and the irony of
becoming 23-year-old Junior
in this film is that 23-year-old
me wouldn’t have been ready
for this experience or to take
on this role,” he said.

Lee, whose career includes
films such as Sense and
Sensibility (1995), Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000),
Brokeback Mountain (2005)
and Life of Pi (2012), said the
story could not have been
possible without the new
digital technology.
“It is my great fortune to be
able to experiment and test the

limits of what new digital
cinema has to offer us. No less
so to be able to work with two
Will Smiths — one beautifully
sophisticated, the other
exuberantly honest,” Lee said,
crediting the immense effort
and technical skill of the crew.
The film also stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Clive
Owen and Benedict Wong. PTI

Will Smith (R) in a still from Gemini Man

Ben Affleck
directing and
acting in World
War II caper
en Affleck will feature in
and direct a film based
on a US Army stunt in
the World War II era. The
film is called Ghost Army.
The film is based on the
book The Ghost Army of
World War II, written by
Rick Beyer and Elizabeth
Sayles, as well as Beyer’s
documentary on the story,
also called Ghost Army.
The latest script was
written by Nic Pizzolatto
with an earlier draft by
Henry Gayden. Affleck is
expected to rework the
screenplay.
The film tells the true
story of a squadron of
recruits from art schools,
advertisement agencies and
other creative businesses
who were tasked with fooling
the Nazis into thinking the
US had larger troop numbers
than it actually did. The book
follows a group of young GIs,
including fashion designer
Bill Blass, painter Ellsworth
Kelly, artist Arthur Singer,
photographer Art Kane, and
others, who conduct a secret
mission. Their job was to
create a travelling road show
of deception, armed with
inflatable tanks and soundeffects records, to spread
disinformation.

Ben Affleck
recently starred in
the action thriller
Triple Frontier
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/AP

FRAZER HARRISON/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

ctor Kate Beckinsale is set
to star in Jolt, a femaledriven action-comedy
helmed by Hysteria (2011)
director Tanya Wexler.
Written by Scott Wascha,
the film follows Lindy, a
bouncer with a slightly
murderous anger management
problem that she controls with
the help of an electrode-lined
vest she uses to shock herself
back to normalcy whenever
she gets homicidal.
After the first guy she’s ever
fallen for is murdered, she goes
on a revenge-fuelled rampage
to find the killer while the cops
pursue her as their chief
suspect, reports deadline.com.
“Jolt is a kick-ass and
painfully funny script. When I
saw that Kate Beckinsale was
attached to play the lead, I
jumped at the opportunity to

A

make the movie. This is the
movie for right now — a
revenge-action film for every
woman (and man) who wants
to turn their inner Thelma &
Louise’ up to 11,” Wexler said.
Production on the film is due
to begin in July in the UK and
Sofia, Bulgaria.

IANS

IN JOLT, KATE’S ROLE
ATTEMPTS TO FIND
HER BOYFRIEND’S
MURDERER WHILE ON
THE RUN FROM POLICE
OFFICIALS, WHO THINK
SHE KILLED HIM

THE FILM TELLS THE WWII STORY OF A GROUP OF
RECRUITS WHO WERE TASKED WITH FOOLING
THE NAZIS INTO THINKING THE US HAD LARGER
TROOP NUMBERS THAN IT ACTUALLY DID
Affleck is also attached to
produce alongside Andrew
Lazar. It is currently unclear
when the movie will go into
production as it is still in
development. The actor had
been regarding the project
for some time, but a busy
schedule shooting Gavin

ctor Natalie
Portman has been
roped in to narrate
the upcoming feature
film, Dolphin Reef. The
film is created by
Disneynature, the new
film label of the studio,
and will release on the
studio’s upcoming
streaming service,
according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
The film is being
directed by Keith
Scholey, who has
earlier helmed films
like Blue, Growing Up
Wild, African Cats,
among others.
The film revolves
around Echo, a
young Pacific
bottlenose dolphin
who can’t quite
decide if it’s time to
grow up and take on
new
responsibilities.
That is until he
cannot resist the
many adventures
the ocean has to
offer.
“Disneynature
takes audiences to
spectacular and remote

A

B
Kate Beckinsale
recently wrapped
production on
Charlie Day’s
directorial debut
El TontoPHOTO:

Natalie Portman
to lend her voice
for Dolphin Reef

O’Connor’s basketball
drama Torrance and the
Netflix political thriller
The Last Thing He Wanted,
delayed the commitment.
Affleck was recently seen
in another film on the
streaming platform, Triple
PTI
Frontier.

Actor Natalie Portman
will narrate the film

places to share remarkable
wildlife stories captured by
our award-winning film
crews,” Paul Baribault, the
vice president of the
company, said in a statement.
Dolphin Reef will join the
lineup of many other films
including the studio’s classics
101 Dalmatians, Bambi,
Fantasia, Mary Poppins,
The Sword in the Stone,
Steamboat Willie and
Sleeping Beauty on the
studio’s streaming service,
which is set to launch on
November 12. The platform
will also showcase all the new
High School Musical series
and the live-action remake of
Lady and the Tramp.

ANI

THE FILM REVOLVES
AROUND ECHO, A
YOUNG BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN WHO CAN’T
QUITE DECIDE IF IT’S
TIME TO TAKE ON NEW
RESPONSIBILITIES,
UNTIL HE CAN’T RESIST
THE ADVENTURES THE
OCEAN HAS TO OFFER

PHOTO: MONICA ALMEIDA/REUTERS
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Mumbai’s streets the backdrop
for high-octane action sequence
PHOTO: HTCS

he upcoming action
thriller, Blank, starring
debutant Karan Kapadia
along with Sunny Deol,
revolves around the life of a
suicide bomber.
The film is based in
Mumbai, and the makers
decided to shoot most of the
scenes in as many real
locations as possible. To get
the best spots for the shots,
the direction team carried out
a recee for several days in the
city. A few spots that were
finalised, included some of
the busy and crowded streets
of Mumbai.
Talking about the difficulty
of shooting in crowded places
with actors such as Sunny
Deol, director Behzad
Khambata says, “People
would gather all around while
we were shooting with Sunny
sir just to get a glimpse of
him. Infact, we were shooting
with Sunny sir with guns and

T

Sunny Deol in
a still from
Blank

aving stayed away from
the film circuit for some
time, Adhyayan Summan
is now focusing on a singing
career. The Haal-e-Dil (2008)
and Heartless (2014) actor is
basking in the success of his
cover of Arjun Kanungo’s
Aaya Na Tu 2.0, and is all set
for his second single featuring
him and his girlfriend Maera
Mishra. This time, he is
recreating the love song
Soniyo, originally sung by
Sonu Nigam for his film
Raaz: The Mystery
Continues (2009).
“I’m an old school lover and
believe that a true love is
eternal, selfless and
unconditional which is
missing in today’s generation.
So, through a recreation of the
song Soniyo, I wanted to put

H

REJECTIONS MADE ME
TOUGHER: AISHWARYA
Sangeeta Yadav

ejections are part and
parcel of every actor’s life
but it’s not easy to face it.
But for actor Aishwarya
Sakhuja, who rose to fame after
starring in TV shows such as
Saas Bina Sasural, Main Naa
Bhoolungi, and others,
multiple rejections prepared
her for the better.
“I still face rejection.
Sometimes it’s my height, my
age, my weight and the list goes
on, and honestly, it does bother
me sometimes. But this is
where my strength as a human
being also stems from. I believe
any rejection prepares us for
life. Rejections have made me
thick-skinned,” shares
Aishwarya, who faced many
rejections in her bid to make a
comeback on TV after two
years. Having worked in
television since 2008, the actor
feels the uncertainty of the TV
industry often makes her want
to lead a regular life. “There
will be times when you will be
sitting at home for months or
maybe a couple of years
because the show that you did
last was so impactful that you
carry the baggage of your
image. But leading a regular
life becomes difficult kyunki
kaam kabhi bhi aa sakta hai. If
you are working, you’ve to be
in the city and if you aren’t
working, even then, you’ve to
stick around. Because if you
aren’t around, you may lose out
on future work,” she explains.
TV being driven by the TRP
ratings, scriptwriters often
change the track of a show
which results in its essence
fizzling out. Having faced
multiple situations like this in
previous shows, Aishwarya
feels the only solution is to stick
to topics and more seasonbased shows. “It’s time that we
make more original concepts
and not get swayed by films
that have done well in the past.
But the sad part is that
originality takes a while

R

that really fascinated people.
They would cheer and clap
everytime Sunny sir would
fire a bullet.”
Carnival Motion Pictures
and EaseMyTrip.com present,

an Echelon Production,
produced by Shrikant Bhasi,
Nishant Pitti, Tony D’souza,
Vishal Rana and &Pictures.
Blank, starring Karan
Kapadia and Sunny Deol in

lead roles, directed by Behzad
Khambata, is all set to release
on May 3 and is a Panorama
Studios Distribution
nationwide release.

HTC

Maera is an extremely dear friend of
mine: Adhyayan
Sangeeta Yadav

07

out a message that
unconditional love still exists.
This love song is the best
song for this sentiment and
I remember so many people
wrote about the fact that
Soniyo was their favourite
song, which they also used to
propose to their girlfriend or
wife,” Adhyayan says.
When asked if he plans to
propose to Maera, who starred
in a dating-based reality show
with this song, he says, “Woh
toh raaz hai… raaz ko raaz hi
rehne do. Having said that, our
relationship is shaping up
very well.”
“Maera is an extremely
dear friend of mine... I do
want people to see Soniyo
because they will see what
Maera and I actually are,
without saying anything and
giving out more information,”
Adhyayan adds.

Adhyayan Suman’s
next single stars
him and reality TV
actor Maera Mishra
PHOTO: RAHUL RAUT/HT

It’s time we make more original concepts and not get
swayed by films that have done well. But originality
takes a while whereas our writers are not given
enough time to work on the scripts as it’s an everyday
shoot.
AISHWARYA SAKHUJA ACTOR

whereas our writers are not
given enough time to work on
the scripts as it’s an everyday
shoot. And tracks change every
Thursday with the TRP
numbers coming in. I think it’s
time people start to appreciate
shows that are made into
seasons because then the
actor’s and the writer’s
creativity is not compromised,”
says Aishwarya. The key to
longevity in the industry, she

says “lies in sheer
professionalism and
perseverance”. And that’s
what she continues to follow.
“There are times when you
would be told that it’s okay to
do smaller roles now, but it’s
your faith that will take you
places. That faith does dwindle
at times but, thankfully, I’ve
people around me who help me
stand up every time it
happens,” Aishwarya adds.
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WEATHER
Fri 26
Clear

Sat 27

Sun 28

Cloudy

Cloudy

Max

Max

Max

Min

Min

Min

39°c

38°c

24°c

24°c

Sunset
Friday at
6:56pm
Sunrise
Saturday at
5:44am

39°c
25°c

Humidity
Max: 57%
Min: 29%

PROTEST AT VARSITY

MILLENNIAL
PARENTS’
WORRY

PU OPENS READING HALL OF GURU TEG BAHADUR BHAWAN
AFTER STUDENT-POLICE CONFRONTATION
>>p4

AS PARENTS ARE STRETCHING
BUDGETS TO OFFER THEIR KIDS
THE BEST, EXPERTS BELIEVE
THEY NEED TO ADOPT A
>>p5
PRACTICAL APPROACH

CITIZENS’ AGENDA

HEALTH FACILITIES NEED A BOOSTER SHOT, MORE HOSTELS
ARE NEEDED FOR STUDENTS AND CITY SHOULD PRESERVE
>>p3
ITS UNIQUENESS, SAY CHANDIGARH VOTERS

SHOOTERS
WIN TWO
GOLDS
CITY’S ANJUM MOUDGIL GIVES
INDIA ITS FIRST GOLD IN MIXED
>>p6
TEAM EVENT AT WC

Yesterday’s temp: Max 38.4°C Min 23.8°C

shortstories
CYBER FRAUD:
FORMER PUNJAB
DGP DUPED OF ₹1L
CHANDIGARH: Former Punjab
director general of police SK
Verma became the latest victim
of cyber fraud after an unidentified man withdrew nearly ₹1 lakh
from his bank account, said police
on Thursday. A resident of
Sector 11, the DGP who retired in
2005 also filed a police complaint
in this regard. The Chandigarh
Police have registered a case
under Section 420 (cheating) of
the Indian Penal Code and Section
66C of the Information and
››P2
Technology Act.

Faulty property tax bills
leave residents hassled
CHANDIGARH: Leaving a large
number of commercial and
residential property holders
exasperated due to ‘faulty’ bills,
the municipal corporation’s
advanced property tax bill has led
to chaos here. The municipal
corporation sent advance bills to
80,000 assesses for the first time
to intimate them of their current
year tax liability and past arrears.
Last date to pay the bill with
rebate is May 31. Those who miss
it will have to pay a 25% penalty.
The major problem is that the
arrears cleared in the past have
been added in fresh bills.
››P2

debate of
the week
STOP RAPE

HOW CAN COPS
MAKE TRICITY
SAFE FOR WOMEN?
What should be done to
sensitise policemen to deal
with the trauma of a rape
victim or take swift action to
nab a rapist?
Write to chandigarh@
hindustantimes.com
by April 26.

A S S A U L T
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HCseeksstatusreportwithin24hours

Another lawyer
attacked outside
eatery, FIR lodged

STRIKE TO CONTINUE Police told to submit report by
10am today; lawyers to continue stir in high court besides
UT and Panchkula courts; Mohali advocates resume work
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

WHAT THE HIGH
COURT SAID

CHANDIGARH : The three-judge

bench of Punjab and Haryana
high court on Thursday sought a
status report on the criminal
case registered by Panchkula
police on the alleged attack on
lawyers at an eatery on Sunday
night within 24 hours.
Thehighcourtbenchpresided
over by chief justice Krishna
Murari and comprising two senior judges observed that whatever has happened, it can’t be
undone but since court has taken
note on judicial side, it will be
taken to logical end. The suo
motu note was taken on Wednesday and report is to be submitted
by 10am on Friday.
Lawyers are on strike since
Monday and have announced to
continue the stir on Friday as
well. “Let’s not bother members
of the Bar. Beyond that I can’t
say anything,” the chief justice
said while making an impassioned appeal, during the hearing, asking them to end the
strike.
However, lawyers have
refused to budge. Work
remained suspended in Panchkula, Chandigarh and the HC for
the third day, though the Mohali
Bar association resumed work
on Thursday. Except Mohali,
work will remain suspended in
Chandigarh, Panchkula and the
HC on Friday .
Punjab and Haryana High
Court Bar Association
(PHHCBA)executivebodymembers on Thursday evening confirmedthestrikewouldcontinue

Our concern is not less than
yours (lawyers). You can
raise your grievance. But
what will happen to a
common man from street
who goes to a police
station. They won’t register
a case and send him back
after getting a ‘maafinama’
signed.
The bench on
working of police
It can happen to you
tomorrow… Your car might
be going tomorrow there...
it can happen to anyone.
Bench to advocate
general on second
attack on lawyer
onFridayandappealedtoallBar
associationsinPunjabandHaryana to abstain from work.
LAWYERS WON’T
BE BOOKED: AG
Earlier, in HC, advocate general
BR Mahajan said that no FIR
would be registered against lawyers without informing the
court. “In both cases, FIRs have
been registered. It is unfortunate
this incident happened. But they
were not targeted because they
were lawyers,” Mahajan said.
The second incident of attack on
a lawyer outside the same eatery
was reported on Wednesday
night.
The court questioned that

how the eatery was open till late
evening hours and whether
there were no timings to close
such units.
Bar president DPS Randhawa
said it was not merely a case of
brawl. After the incident, when
Bar body members reached
Panchkula on Sunday night they
were threatened in front ofpolice
and nobody acted, he said. He
also alleged a larger nexus
between police, hospital and
criminals, adding that no one
performed their duties properly.

HT Correspondent
n

n

The eateries — Ice cream.com and Chicken.com — where the two
brawls took place in Sector 10, Panchkula.
SANT ARORA/HT

Constable, eatery owner held
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

PANCHKULA : Late on Thursday
night, the special investigating
team (SIT) probing the alleged
attackonlawyersintheSector10
market here, arrested constable
Sunil Kumar and eatery owner
Ravi Tiwari.
Sunil Kumar, who belongs to
Kaithal, was posted as a munshi
(reader) at the Sector 10 police
post and was placed under suspension after an FIR was registered against 10 men, including
him and two Home Guard jawans, on Monday night.
Kumar and Home Guard jawans are accused of assaulting
advocate Deepankur Sharma
after the latter was involved in a
brawl with another group,
including Tiwari and his staff,
late on Sunday night. Earlier,
policehadarrestedthreepeople,
including a juvenile.

ADVOCATE SMELLED
OF ALCOHOL, STATES
MEDICAL REPORT
Meanwhile,themedicalreportof
complainant
Deepankur
Sharma, 30, found“breath smell
of alcohol”. The report of Sunil
Kumar andHomeGuard jawans
Rakesh and Saurabh states “no
breath smell ofalcohol present”.
Accordingto reportsassessed
from the Panchkula civil hospital,Sector6,noneof themagreed
to give blood and urine samples
for alcohol estimation.
The report concerning

FIVE PEOPLE ARRESTED
SO FAR; COP, HOME
GUARD JAWANS COME
CLEAN IN MEDICAL
REPORT THOUGH THEY
HAD REFUSED TO GIVE
BLOOD, URINE SAMPLES

Sharma, whose medical examination was conducted at 4:50am
on April 22, states: “Patient conscious, oriented, vital stable...
Breathsmellofalcoholpresent.”
Thereportpreparedbythemedical officer further states that
there was an injury on the head
(laceratedwoundpresent),abrasion over forehead, left arm and
shoulders with bruises.
Meanwhile,reportsoftheconstable and Home Guard jawans
states that they were brought by
police for medical examination
for alleged intake of alcohol, but
nothing came out in that regard.
“Patient conscious, oriented,
vitals stable, no breath smell of
alcohol present… gait normal,
speech normal,” the report of all
the three reads. Panchkula deputycommissionerofpolice(DCP)
Kamal Deep Goyal, who is heading SIT, refused to comment on
the medical examination, citing
that the probe is in on.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Three days after 10
men, including a police constable, two Home Guard volunteers
and an eatery owner, were
booked for allegedly assaulting
three advocates in Sector 10,
police on Thursday registered
another case for alleged attack
on another lawyer outside the
eatery on Wednesday night.
No one has been named in the
FIR yet.
According to the complaint,
Punjab and Haryana high court
advocate Devi Dayal Singla, a
resident of Sector 18, Panchkula,
had gone to the eatery to buy
something when the alleged incident took place.
Sector 5 station house officer
(SHO) inspectorRamPalsaid the
advocate alleged that the eatery
owner was closing the shop
when he reached there around
11:15pm. Following this, they
entered into a heated argument
and some men allegedly started
misbehaving with him and even
assaulted him.
“Based on the complaint, we
have booked unidentified men
under Sections 147 (rioting), 149
(unlawful assembly), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt) and 427 (mischief causing damage to the
amount of fifty rupees) of the
Indian Penal Code,” said the
SHO.
However, Ravi Tiwari — who

›

Based on the lawyer’s
complaint, we have
booked unidentified men
for rioting, unlawful
assembly and assault.
INSPECTOR RAM PAL , SHO, Sector 5

owns two adjoining shops, Ice
cream.com and Chicken.com —
alleged the advocate and two
men, one of whom identified
himself as a municipal
employee, had come to his shop
and sought ₹5,000 for encroaching upon the area. “They also
taunted me for the action taken
after the Sunday night brawl,”
he said.
A video of the scuffle has also
surfaced, which is being probed
by police. HT could not independently verify its veracity.
The video shows eatery
employees in a heated argument
with the complainant advocate,
who can be seen having liquor
inside his car. A bottle of whisky
with a glass on the driver’s side
can be seen besides another person on the rear seat. The eatery
employees are heard shouting at
the advocate, accusing him of
demanding ‘hafta’ (money).
“Medical examination of the
advocateandhistwofriendswho
were in the car on Wednesday
night was conducted. Investigation is underway,” said the SHO.

Nominations: Kher couple worth ₹47 cr ‘Sex predator’ cab driver
MOHALI RAPE IN CAB

assetswatch

election

KIRRON KHER
(BJP)

2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Sitting Chandigarh
MemberofParliament(MP)KirronKherseekingre-electionfiled
her nomination papers for the
Chandigarh Lok Sabha seat on
Thursday.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader’s assets have seen a
marginal drop from ₹31.57 crore
in 2014 to ₹30.88 crore in 2019.
Meanwhile, assets of her husband, actor Anupam Kher, have
goneupfrom₹14.34croreto₹16.61
crore.
Anupam, Haryana chief ministerManoharLalKhattar,UttarakhandchiefministerTrivendra
Singh Rawat and Chandigarh
party chief Sanjay Tandon were
presentasKirronfiledherpapers
with the returning officer-cum
deputy commissioner Mandip
Singh Brar.
Kirron took out a road show
fromtheBJPofficeinSector33to
Brar’s office in Sector 17 before
filing her nomination. Anupam,
TandonandRawataccompanied
her on a “rath”, which was being
followedbyalargenumberofher
supporters,localcouncillorsand
party functionaries. In the
absence of former MP Satya Pal
Jain, whowas inAhmedabadfor
acourtcase,hissonDheerajJain
accompanied the MP. Khattar,
cityelectionin-chargeandHaryana finance minister Capt Abhimanyu and city organisational
secretary Dinesh Kumar joined
her at the deputy commissioner
office in Sector 17.
Though supporters started
assemblingattheBJPheadquarters at 10am, the mood picked up
only after Kirron and Anupam
reached there. Thereafter, amid
slogans such as “Ek bar phir
Modi” (once again Modi) and

n

(From left) Anupam Kher taking selfie with Uttarakhand CM Trivendra Singh Rawat, Haryana CM
Manohar Lal Khattar, BJP candidate and his wife Kirron Kher and Chandigarh party chief Sanjay
Tandon as the sitting MP files her nomination papers at the DC office in Sector 17 on Thursday.

CONSTITUENCY: Chandigarh
ASSETS IN 2019 (including
spouse’s): ₹47.49 crore
ASSETS IN 2014 (including
spouse’s): ₹45.91 crore
MOVABLE: ₹16.97 crore
Cash in hand: ₹35,000
Jewellery: ₹4.63 crore
Bank balance: ₹10.15 crore
Vehicles: Mercedes Benz
(₹61 lakh)
IMMOVABLE: ₹13.91 crore
LIABILITIES: ₹25 lakh
HUSBAND’S ASSETS:
₹16.61 crore
MOVABLE: ₹14.86 crore
IMMOVABLE: ₹1.75 crore

MP FILES NOMINATION
PAPERS; ASSETS SHOW
MARGINAL DROP FROM
₹31.57 CRORE IN 2014 TO
₹30.88 CRORE IN 2019
“Kirron Kher zindabad” (Long
live Kirron Kher), the road show
started.
On her way, Kirron even paid
obeisance at the Gurdwara Shri
Teg Bahadur Sahib, Sector 34,
andstoppedforsometimeinSector 35 and on Sector 22/23 road to
greet BJP supporters standing
there.Kherthankedhersupporters and party leaders for their
support while talking to mediapersons after filing her papers.
She saidher work in the past five
years will help her win again.
VIOLATIONS GALORE,
64 CHALLANED
Ashowofstrength,Kirron’sroad
show turned out to be a show of
traffic violations as well.
As many as 64 challans were
issuedasBJPsupportersaccompanied the MP from Sector 33 to
Sector 17, passing through vari-

n

BJP supporters riding helmetless during Kirron’s road show on way to the DC office.

oussectorsinaspanoftwohours.
While56trafficviolationinformation slips (TVIS) were issued
on the basis of pictures shared
with the WhatsApp cell , eight
were issued on the spot.
The most common offence
remained riding a two-wheeler
without helmet, for which 40
TVISandfive spotchallanswere
issued. Meanwhile, eight chal-

lans were issued for driving on a
cycle track (five two-wheelers
andthreecars)andeightfordangerousdriving(onetwo-wheeler
and seven cars).
DuringaBJPrallyorganiseda
rally on March 2 as well, many
two-wheeler riders were seen
without helmet. Duringanother
rally on June 10, 2018, 19 TVIS
challans were issued.

PHOTOS: KESHAV SINGH/HT

When HT asked Kirron about
the challans, she said everybody
shouldwearhelmetwhile riding
two-wheelers.Sheclaimedthose
challaned were not specifically
party workers but common peoplewhohadjoinedherroadshow.
“Itwasnotpossibleformetostop
thesepeoplefromridingwithout
helmet,” she said.
MORE STORIES >>P3

arrested, had raped four
other call centre employees

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Ten days after a 22-yearold call centre employee was
allegedly raped in a cab while on
herwaytoworkinMohali,police
on Thursday arrested the “sex
predator” taxi driver.
The white-coloured Toyota
Etios Liva that was used in the
crime on the morning of April 15
has also been recovered.
“We are not disclosing the
accused’s name, pendinghis test
identificationparade(TIP),”said
V Neerja, inspector general,
Ropar range.
According to sources in the
department, the accused is
32-year-old and lives in Balongi.
He was sent to judicial custody.
His TIP, wherein the victim will
be made to identify him, is likely
to take place on Friday.
“The accused is a habitual
offender and sex predator, who
during preliminary questioning
admitted to have molested and
raped four girls, but none of the
caseswasreported,”saidNeerja,
addressing a press conference.
The accused reportedly told
police that all his victims were
employees of call centres in the
Sector67area,andheusedtotarget them — after conducting a
recce — either by offering them
lift or luring them in some other
way.
“Theaccusedhadkidnappeda
13-year-old girl on the night of
October 12, 2018, from Phase 1,
Mohali, where she had gone to
attend a jagrata. The case in this
regard was registered at that
time,” said the IG.
Sources said the accused had
raped a call centre employee in

IN A NUTSHELL
n Though police did not

reveal his identity, sources
said accused is 32-year-old
Balongi resident
n During preliminary
questioning, he admitted
to have raped four other
call centre employee in
same area. None of the
cases was reported
n Used to conduct recce,
target women while they
were on their way to
work in morning
n He had kidnapped a
13-year-old from Phase 1
in October last year
n Used to change car’s
registration number after
each crime, but did not
change his appearance
the second week of April too and
had gone there on April 16, a day
after the crime, as well.
MODUS OPERANDI
“The modus operandi in all the
cases was the same. The accused
usedto move aroundin Sector 67
area and target victims working
inthecallcentre.Afterzeroingin
onthevictim,heonthepretextof
offering lift lured them to sit in
the taxi and then molested and
raped them in some secluded
area,” said HS Bhullar, senior
superintendent of police (SSP),
Mohali.
Bhullarsaidthe accused committed all the crimes during day
and picked up victims who were
on their way to office. “The
accused had not changed his

appearance,”hesaid.Hewasnot
working for any app-based cab
service.
Afterthecrime,thevictimwas
able to reveal only the car’s colour.Itsmakewasidentifiedwhile
scanning closed-circuit television (CCTV) footage, said a cop,
privy to the investigation.
Theaccusedusedtochangethe
number plate after each crime.
For this, he got a frame fitted on
thebumpersothathecouldeasily
change the number plate, said
sources.
CIA sub-inspector Sukhdeep
Kaurwastheonetotracethevehicle on tip-off. The number was
found registered in Gurdaspur.
Theaccusedmanagedtofleefrom
anakainSector67onTuesday,but
was detained later. Police formally arrested him after the victim identifiedhis picture.
Meanwhile, the IG urged victims of crime against women to
speak up. “We have launched a
Shaktiapptofacilitateimmediate
help to women in distress on the
press of a button,” said Neerja,
while appealing to working
women to avoid taking lift from
any unknown person.
Thevictim,whoisfromHimachal Pradesh and resides and
worksinMohali,hadclaimedshe
walks to her office from her
rented accommodation in a
nearby village daily.
On the morning of April 15, a
cab pulled close to her and the
driver asked for an address
around 9:20am. Later, he offered
todrophertoherofficeandraped
her on a dilapidated road near
Sambalkivillage.Shemanagedto
escape around 11:15am as he got
distracted with an approaching
bike, she had alleged.
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Faultypropertytaxbills
leaveresidentshassled

70-YEAR-OLD
MOHALI WOMAN
ATTACKED BY
NEIGHBOUR’S DOG

CHAOS Addition of past arrears in fresh bills, missing tax receipts, municipal
corporation’s failure to keep manual records properly have added to the problem

n

Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Leavingalargenumberofcommercialandresidential
property holders exasperated
dueto‘faulty’bills,themunicipal
corporation’sadvancedproperty
tax bill has led to chaos here.
The municipal corporation
(MC) sent advance bills to 80,000
assesses for the first time to intimate them of their current year
taxliabilityandpastarrears.Last
date to pay the bill with rebate is
May 31. Those who miss it will
have to pay a 25% penalty.

PAST ARREARS
CREATING TROUBLE
The major problem, which is
common in 60% complaints, is
thatthearrearsreconciledinpast
have been added in fresh bills,
leavingresidents high anddryto
get it re-corrected.
One such resident, Ashwini
Kaushal, who owns a plot in
IndustrialAreaandahotelsitein
Sector44,claimedtohavecleared
all his tax dues, close to ₹8 lakh,
but was shocked after he got a
notice for past arrears and had
tough time in getting it re-corrected.

HOW TO PAY
THE TAX

n

Last date to pay
the bill with rebate
is May 31.
GETTY IMAGES

n People can also pay the tax

online through e-sampark
portal (http://sampark.chd.nic.in)
n Both credit as well as debit
cards can be used to make
the payment.
n Over-the-counter
payment can be made in all
e-sampark centres.
n They are charging ₹118
as service charge from
commercial property
assesses over and above
the tax payment.

Fewassessesclaimingtohave
paid the tax earlier are unable to
reconcile their accounts due to
missingtaxreceipts.MC’sfailure

MC WRITES TO
E-SAMPARKS TO ACCEPT
CURRENT YEAR
PAYMENTS FIRST AND
SETTLE ARREARS LATER
tokeepmanualrecordsproperly
has only added to the problem.
Property tax is a self-assessmentschemeandiscalculatedon
the built up area of a property.TherearecaseswhereMC’s
recent survey found variation in
built up area of assesses, forcing
it to raise fresh liability on them.
Then there are cases where
there is a mismatch in the name
of assesses mentioned in
the advanced bills and digital
record. Due to this mismatch, a
Sector-34 resident was unable to
pay the tax.
Taking a serious note of the
problems being faced by residents, MC commissioner KK
Yadav said, “The city’s e-sampark centres are authorised to
taketaxpayments.WehavewrittentoUT’sITdepartment—controlling these centres — to start
accepting only current year tax
payments.”

“Issuesrelatingtoarrearswill
be ironed out later and we will
ensurethatnoadditionalinterest
is being charged on them,” said
Yadav. Earlier, the e-sampark
centreswereaskingtheproperty
holders to submit the entire
amount as per the bill as they
were not receiving the partial
payments.
In many cases, residents
returned without depositing tax
throughchequesaftere-sampark
centreoperatorsfounddifference
in the tax amount as per digital
recordsandthatleviedbytheMC
in its bills, said Yadav.
“There is strict instruction
that they should accept the discrepancy if any in cash rather
than sending assesses back and
askingforarevisedcheque,”said
Yadav.
ADDITIONAL
MANPOWER
MC had employed additional
manpower in its office to make
sure that all the complaints
received are being addressed on
priority.
Yadav said that 20 additional
people havebeen deployed apart
from10counterslookingintodifferent areas.
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CHANDIGARH: A senior advocate
has alleged that a couple, who
partly owns a jewellery store at
Sector17,triedtointimidate,and
misbehaved with her during the
discussion of a legal procedure,
police said on Thursday.
Cops said that the complainant, Sumita Kapil, had gone to
assist one Ravi Jain in a case
regardingawilldisputebetween
four sisters.
Sumitaallegedthataftergatheringatacommonspottodiscuss
thematter,accusedAnuragSandhuandRosySandhu,ofSector8,
allegedly threatened and
restrained her.

Hot weather
continues, skies
to clear up
by weekend

COMPLAINANT SUMITA
KAPIL ALLEGED THAT
THE COUPLE TRIED TO
RESTRAIN HER DURING
THE DISCUSSION OF A
LEGAL PROCEDURE
The couple has been booked
under Sections 341 (punishment
forwrongfulrestraint),506(punishment for criminal intimidation), 509 (word gesture or an act
to intended toinsult themodesty
of woman), 406 (punishment for
criminal breach of trust) and 34
(acts done by several persons, in
furtherancewithcommonintention) of the IPC.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Police have booked a
40-year-old woman for allegedly
duping five men of over ₹6 lakh
in Pinjore on the pretext of getting them government jobs.
The accused identified as
Shivani Jain, a resident of Sector 69, Mohali, demanded ₹ 2
lakh each from the victims in
return , said police.
Hukum Raj, a native of Nepal,
who is currently residing in Pinjore, lodged a complaint with
the police.
Raj said that he had been
working as a carwasher in Pinjore’s Amravati Enclave for the
past three years while his
younger sister worked as a cook
at the house of the accused in

ACCUSED SHIVANI JAIN,A
RESIDENT OF SECTOR
69, MOHALI, CHEATED
THE MEN ON PRETEXT
OF GETTING THEM
GOVERNMENT JOBS

Mohali.He alleged that one day
when he visited Shivani’s house
to meet his sister, she convinced
him of her strong links with officers in Punjab and Haryana.
Shivani said that she could help
five to six persons get a Class-4
job at tehsildar’s office and
asked for ₹2 lakh in return, out
of which 1.25 lakh was to be
given before getting the job, Raj
told the police.
The complainant along with

sustained injuries after a stray
dog, adopted by her neighbour,
attacked the former on Thursday morning, here.
The victim has been identified as Satwant Kaur, resident
of Phase 1, Mohali.
Satwant lodged a complaint
with the police seeking action
against her neighbour, Amandeep Kaur, who had adopted the
dog.
Satwant told police that said
she had gone for morning walk
when Amandeep’s dog attacked
her. Hearing her cries, Satwant’s grandson Gurkirat
Singh came out and rescued her.
Satwant who rushed to civil
hospital, Phase 6, Mohali.
Satwant told the police that
the stray dog had attacked he
grandchildren and other kids at
earlier occasions as well.
Following these incidents,
we had asked Amandeep several times to keep the dog tied
but they failed to act, Satwant
told the police.
INQUIRY MARKED
Station house officer (SHO),
Phase 1, Raj Kumar said that a
complaint in the matter
has been received and an
inquiry has been marked into
the incident.

his brother-in-law Jasbir, his
relative Tek Bahadur, his
friends Gopal and Simor, had
given ₹ 6.25 lakh collectively to
the accused for getting the jobs,
said police.
Investigating officer sub-inspector Resham Singh said that
the accused did not fulfil her
promise of getting jobs to the
victims and duped them of the
money. Raj also alleged that the
woman threated him and other
victims of dire consequences.
A case under Sections 406
(criminal breach of trust), 420
(cheating) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered
against the accused, said the
sub-inspector. He further said
that the police investigation
into the matter is still on.

CAR RAMS INTO DAIRY

CHANDIGARH:Maximum tempera-

ture continued at 38.4 degrees on
Thursday, the highest this year
despite trace rainfall on Wednesday evening. As per the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Chandigarh, maximum
temperature can touch 40
degrees by the end of the month.
The department officials said,
“The weather remained partly
cloudy on Thursday, and it is
expected to persist on Friday as
well. Thunderstorm accompanied with gusty winds is possible, but it is expected to clear by
Saturday.”
Minimum temperature, however, saw a small dip coming
down from 24.9 degrees on
Wednesday to 23.8 degrees on
Thursday. In the next three
days, maximum temperature
will remain between 38 and 39
degrees while minimum temperature will remain between 24
and 25 degrees.
HTC
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In his complaint, Verma
alleged that on March 11 someone withdrew money from his
pension account at State Bank of
India (SBI) in Sector 10.
Cops have initiated a probe
and sought details from the
bank about the place from
where the transaction was made
by the fraudster.
The preliminary investigations have revealed it to be a
case of card cloning, however,
attempts are being made to
ascertain the exact modus operandi of the accused.
There is a possibility that
Verma shared his pin and OTP
(one-time password) with a
caller on mobile phone, police
said.

NOT THE FIRST TIME
Recently, a Panjab University
(PU) professor Manoj Kumar
was duped of ₹50,000.
Kumar is a professor at University Business School (UBS)
of the university.
The fraudster called him and
claimed that they needed to
update Kumar’s bank account
at the State Bank of India.
After Kumar shared his personal details,over ₹50,000 was
withdrawn from his account by
the fraudster.
Likewise, fraudsters also
withdrew ₹70,000 from the bank
account of Uttam Chand, a senior technician working in physics department of Panjab University, said police.

DAV College student
duped of camera

19-yr-old sewadar
commits suicide at
Sector-7 gurdwara

n
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MOHALI: A 70-year-old woman

Couple booked
Mohali woman dupes 5
for misbehaving men of ₹6 lakh, booked
with senior lawyer
HT Correspondent

Cyber fraud case: Former
Punjab DGP duped of ₹1L
CHANDIGARH: Former Punjab
director general of police (DGP)
SK Verma became the latest victim of cyber fraud after an unidentified man withdrew nearly
₹1 lakh from his bank account,
said police on Thursday.
Resident of Sector 11, the
DGP who retired in 2005 also
filed a police complaint in this
regard.
The Chandigarh Police have
registered a case under Sections
420(cheating) and 66 C of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Information and Technology
(IT) Act respectively in Sector 3
police station.
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CHANDIGARH: A student of DAV

College, Sector 10, was duped of
his camera, said police on Thursday.
In his complaint to the police,
Maninder Singh of Desu Majra
Colony said that he had advertised his camera online to give on
rent basis.
On February 6 the accused
identified as Prabhjot Singh contacted him and met him in Sector
10, opposite the Rose Garden to
take the camera on rent for three
hours after giving his ID and
₹800, Maninder told police.
However, Prabhjot did not
return the camera and switched
off his mobile phone also, police
said.
Sector 3 police station officials
have registered a case under Section 406(criminal breachof trust)
of the Indian Penal code(IPC)
against Prabhjot.
The accused is currently
lodged in Burail jail for a similar
case.

Man booked
for raping
30-yr-old woman

A car rammed into a dairy at Lakhnaur in Mohali causing the roof to cave in. Police claimed that there were three occupants in the car
HT PHOTO
including one female who fled from the spot after the accident. No case was registered as there was no complaint.

Man arrested
with 50gm heroin
HT Correspondent
n
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(STF) have arrested a Nayagaon
man with 50 grams of heroin
from Phase 1, Mohali, on Thursday.
Accused Amit Panwar is resident of Dashmesh Nagar in Nayagaon. Following a tip-off, Panwar was arrested at a naka near
Diplast Chowk in Mohali.
The accused used to bring
heroin from Delhi at ₹700 per
gram and sell it at ₹2,700 to 3,000
per gram in Chandigarh, said
police.
Panwar has been supplying
heroin in Chandigarh, Kharar
and Mohali from past six
months, said police. A case
under the NDPS (Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances)
Act has been registered at
Phase-4 police station.

AMBALA : The Naraingarh

women’s police have filed a
charge-sheet against one Devki
Nandan, for allegedly attempting to rape a 10-year-old girl,
here on Thursday.
Nandan works as a manager
at a public sector bank.
Last Friday, a complaint was
lodged against the accused. As
per the complaint, Nandan and
the victim’s family lived in the
same locality in Ambala.
The victim’s family alleged
that on April 18, the accused
lured their daughter with candies and attempted to rape her.
However, she was rescued by
her parents after they heard her
cries for help, police said.
Following the complaint, the
accused was booked under Sec-

›

All the investigation
officers and SHOs
dealing with cases of
sexual harassment have
been instructed to submit
chargesheets without any
delay so as to assure timely
justice to the victims.
MOHIT HANDA, SP

tion 4 (punishment for penetrative sexual assault), 8 (punishment for sexual assault), and 18
(punishment for attempt to commit an offence) of the Protection
Of Children From Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and Section 506
(punishment for criminal intimidation) of the Indian Penal

n
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CHANDIGARH :A 19-year-old sewadar (volunteer) at a gurdwara in
Sector 7 committed suicide by
hanging himself from a ceiling
fan on Thursday morning.
Police said other sewadars
found Manpreet, aka Makhan,
hanging by his turban. He was
rushedtoGovernmentMultiSpecialty Hospital (GMSH), Sector
16, where doctors declared him
brought dead.
ManpreetbelongedtoSangrur
and had come to the city two
months ago, said police. He was
youngest of four siblings and
usedtoteachsomechildrenatthe
gurdwara.
Nosuicidenotewasrecovered
from the spot. Police do not suspect foul play and are trying to
ascertain reason behind the suicide.Inquest proceedings under
Section174oftheCriminalProcedureCode(CrPC)havebeeninitiated. Postmortem was also conducted, said police.
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DERABASSI: Police have arrested a
person for allegedly raping a
30-year-old married woman on
Wednesday night.
The accused was identified as
Jamal Din Urf alias Solu Khan,of
Bhago Majra in Kharar.
“Thewomanwasputtingupat
a rented accommodation in Dera
Bassi with her husband and children since past two years.
The accused was in touch with
the woman through Facebook
for the same duration,” a police
official said.
“On Saturday, the accused
invited the woman to a friend’s
place in Dera Bassi, where he
raped her,” they added.
Police have registered a case
under Section 376 (punishment
for rape) and 506 (punishment
for criminal intimidation) under
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at
Dera Bassi police station.
“The accused was produced
before a court and sent to judicial
custody,” police added.

The accused was in
touch with the woman
through Facebook. He
invited the woman to a
friend’s place in Dera
Bassi, where he raped her.
POLICE

Chargesheet filed against bank
manager in attempt to rape case

MOHALI: Special Task Force

Prabhjot will be brought on
production warrant, said police.
On March 30, Avneesh Ravish
had given an advertisement on
OLX to rent out his Nikon camera following which Prabhjot
had contacted Ravish and asked
him to meet at Japanese Garden
in Sector 31.
Avneesh struck a deal with
Parabhjot and gave his camera
at a fee of ₹500 and also took his
Aadhar Card for security, however, he never returned the camera, following which a case was
registered against him and he
was arrested by Sector 31 police
officials.
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ACCUSED CONTACTED
MANINDER SINGH AND
MET HIM IN SECTOR 10,
OPPOSITE ROSE
GARDEN, TO TAKE THE
CAMERA ON RENT FOR
THREE HOURS AFTER
GIVING HIS ID AND ₹800

Code (IPC) at the Naraingarh
women’s police station.
Inspector Sheela Wanti, Naraingarh women station house
officer (SHO), said Nandan was
arrested after the victim
recorded her statement during
the counselling.
CHARGESHEET FILED
WITHIN FOUR DAYS
“The accused has been sent to
jail as per the court orders and
we have submitted the chargesheet within four days,” the
inspector said.
Meanwhile, police superintendent Mohit Handa said that
all investigation officers and
SHOs dealing with cases of sexual harassment have been
instructed to submit chargesheets without any delay so as to
assure timely justice to the victims.

A three- day India Medical Show is being
organised by Indian Medical Association (IMA).
G Dewan, director, health services, Chandigarh
will be the chief guest and Rajesh Dhir, IMA
president will be the guest of honour. Equipment and technology useful for doctors and
hospitals will be on display here.

Where:
Parade
Ground, Sector
17, Chandigarh
When: 11:45
am onwards

BOXFUL OF BOOKS
Bookworms can check out the LockThe-Box-Sale that will have over
200,000 pre-owned books. There will
three different sized boxes at the
venue and the rest is up to you- fit as
many books as you can in the box of your
choice.The ‘Odysseus’ Box - fit a minimum of 8-10 books at ₹999.
The ‘Perseus’ Box – Minimum 15-17 books at ₹1,499. The ‘Hercules’
Box- 28-30 books in ₹2,499.
Where: Lajpat Rai Bhawan When: 9am to 10pm

FOUR-DAY
EXHIBITION

WORLD
SCHOLAR CUP

Confederation of Indian Industry’s
Coolex, 2019 will be inaugurated
by chief engineer, Chandigarh,
Mukesh Anand and chief architect,
Chandigarh, Kapil Setia. The
four-day exhibition will feature
refrigeration and air conditioning
mechanisms of over 12 brands.

A two-day long ‘World
Scholar Cup’ is being hosted
by Learning Paths School,
Mohali. The theme for this
year’s event is ‘A World on
the Margins’. As many as 360
students from 20 schools will
participate in this.

Where: Himachal Bhawan, Sector
28, Chandigarh

Where: Learning Paths
School, Sector 67, Mohali

When: 3pm onwards

When: 8am onwards

PAINTING EXHIBITION
An exhibition displaying paintings and collages on the
topic ‘Glory o f Nature’ is being held at Government
Museum and Art Gallery.
Where: Government Museum & Art Gallery, Sector 10,
Chandigarh When: 12.30pm

CAR RALLY
A car rally, from Chandigarh to Shimla, organised by the Scindia
School Old Boys’ Association(SOBA ) will be flagged off.As many as
25 cars and 40 old students from across the country will be participating in the event.
Where: Dikshant Global School,VIP Road ,Zirakpur
When: 10am onwards

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH:
Sector 45D, 46 D,
Nayagaon
MOHALI: Sector 68,

Phase 5
PANCHKULA:

Sector 20

Nayagaon
Chandigarh

Phase 5

Sector 45D,46D

Mohali

Sector 68

Panchkula

Sector 20

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE CHANDIGARH VOTERS WANT

HEALTH FACILITIES
ITIES NEED A BOOSTER SHOT, MORE HOSTELS ARE REQUIRED FOR STUDENTS
PRESERVE CITY’S UNIQUENESS Residents feel the fast-changing nature of today’s world has impinged on the city’s charm; seek creation of additional facilities
CONSTRUCT
NEW HOSTELS
Gurdeep Singh, 30
research scholar, PU
The next MP should ensure
better education for children of those socially
backward people staying in
colonies. When they are
rehabilitated, the houses
are not habitable. The MP
must do something about
this. In Chandigarh, many
students come from outside
but there is no adequate
hostel facility available for
them. Prices in PGs are very
high. UT should construct
hostels at their end for the
students. Further, the
administration should also
work to ban songs which
defame the city and create
a bad image of the city.. The
parking problem in the city
should be addressed. This
issue has the potential to
disrupt people’s lives and
make them miserable.
Quarrels will increase.

UPGRADE GOVT
HOSPITALS
Dr AK Aggarwal, 46
Sector 40 resident
There is an urgent need to
upgrade government
hospitals in Sectors 32 and
16. They have infrastructure,
but still refer patients to the
PGI. Chandigarh students
should have the first right
over 85% medical quota in
Government Medical
College and Hospital,
Sector 32. Eligibility criteria
for quota should be based
on domicile. Today, students
from Punjab and Haryana
take benefit of the quota
just by appearing in Class 12
exam. Traffic management
is another issue that needs
urgent attention. We need
to make sure no needless
lives are lost on city roads.
We also need to ensure that
we provide jobs for the
youngsters, who are passing out of institutes. We
must create a workforce.

WORK FOR AN
EQUAL SOCIETY
IN THE CITY

SENIOR
CITIZENS MUST
GET RESPECT

ALLOW
VERTICAL
GROWTH

Navjot Singh, 27
relationship manager at
Tata AIA Life insurance

AJS Maken, 77
president, Sector 47 RWA

Vikas Sharma, 39
advocate, Punjab and
Haryana high court

The one who is ready to
take the responsibility of
the city and its people
needs to elected. The next
MP must be willing to do
some work and show the
same enthusiasm. He must
be honest enough to not
turn away from all his
promises after elections. So,
I believe a true leader is also
the one who can throw the
reality of the situation so
that everyone gets aware of
it. Our representative must
work for equality in all
aspects of caste, creed and
gender. Start-ups should be
encouraged and wildlife
must be protected. Environment and businesses are
not necessarily opposed to
each other.

IMPROVE
TRANSPORT
FACILITIES
Renuka B Salwan, 58
director, public relations,
Panjab University
I want to see the Chandigarh of old days, the inflow
of people has to be taken
care of because of parking
problems and facilities
available. The ‘clean city’ no
longer exists due to garbage
and even the parking space
in inadequate. It is not a city
for this much population.
Whoever becomes the next
MP needs to make some
rules and regulations
around this. Further, every
tree houses a shop under it
while every sector has a
self-sufficient market. There
has to be check on this too.
Overall, we have spoiled the
whole structure of Chandigarh. The transport system
and connectivity needs to
be improved.

The next MP should work
towards solving the housing board issue. Converting
leasehold to freehold would
only cost ₹15,000 when the
scheme was started, now it
costs over ₹3 lakh for the
same. Many pensioners and
retired people live here,
some concession should be
made at least for them. The
next MP must also make the
government more accessible for the senior citizens.
The RLA building is made
unevenly, and I fell down
the last time I went there.
24/7 water supply remains a
distant dream and the next
MP must help achieve it.
Overall, as the city
progresses, the administration must ensure that all
sections are taken along.

WE NEED A
FULL-TIME MP
FOR THE CITY
Vicky Sharma, 27
businessman,
resident of sector 22
A person who becomes the
MP must have full-time
interest in doing his/her
duty. If people from other
professions join politics,
their energies are divided.
They don’t have time to
attend public meetings, so
how they can represent us?
The next MP must be from
the city. The MP must
devise policies that help in
smoother flow of traffic
and bring discipline on
roads. Corruption needs to
be eradicated and infrastructure must be overhauled at a rapid pace.
Education and job
opportunities are linked
and must be tackled on a
war-footing to make a
difference to lives.

RESOLVE THE
ISSUE OF
VENDORS
Rajinder Mohan
Kashyap, 63, president,
Sector 22 RWA
The next MP needs to take
more interest in Sector 22.
The vendor problem here
has gotten out of control,
and places like the veterinary hospital have been
blocked off by the vendors
who set up stalls even at its
entrance. I expect the next
MP to be impartial and
rehabilitate them to a place
where there aren’t enough
markets. The heritage status
of the sector needs to be
kept intact and the MP can
help by pumping in funds to
Kiran cinema, which is on the
decline now. Overall, the city
also needs to ensure that it
can maintain the quality of
life residents are used to.
The MP must be able to
maintain our heritage.

It cannot be disputed that
Chandigarh is way ahead of
other cities in the country. In
fact, it is ahead of large
cities of the world. It is an
aspiration of many to live
here but it is required that
employment opportunities
are generated here as well.
Health infrastructure has to
improve and needs to be
able to cope with the
pressure of numbers. The
city is developing, but we
need to be smart about it.
Solar Instruments must
promoted to save energy
and water boosters have to
installed to match demand.
The city should be allowed
to grow vertical. New
modes of transport like the
Metro are needed.

COMPILED BY VIVEK GUPTA, ARSHDEEP ARSHI, RACHNA VERMA, RAJANBIR SINGH AND SURENDER SHARMA

KirrondefendsrecordasMP

‘PERFORMANCE MATTERS’ Kirron claims she did more in 5 years than what others did in previous 20

BJP INDUSTRIAL
CELL CHIEF
JOINS CONG

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: In a joint press conferencewithcitypartychiefSanjay Tandon, and Uttarakhand
chief minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat,BJPcandidatefortheLok
Sabha elections Kirron Kher
defended her record as Chandigarh MP.
Kher said, she had completed
severalinfrastructureanddevelopment works across the city in
thelastfiveyears,whichwerenot
achievedintheprevious20years
before her election as Chandigarh MP. Taking a dig at Congress candidate Pawan Kumar
Bansal,she said,“Every MPgets
₹25 crore under the MPLAD
scheme. But, I got ₹30 crore
because Bansal could find any
workinthecitytospendhisallotted ₹5 crore.”
On her re-election chances,
Kher exuding confidence, said,
“Lasttime,weonlyhadpromises,
but, this time we have our performance on basis of which we
will win the election.”
When confronted with questionsonpoorqualityandmaintenance of some of her completed
works, she said, “The quality is
good,but,maintenanceresponsibilities are with the local people
or the municipal corporation.”
Whenquestionscriticalofher
workwererepeatedlyasked,she
quipped,“Kissikokoiachasawal
bhi puchna hein (will somebody
ask a good question?)
To a question on Congress
leaderPriyankaGandhinotcontesting from Varanasi against
Modi,shesaid,therewasnocomparison between the two, “It is
wrong to compare a chinti (Priyanka)withamountain(Modi).”
Earlier, Rawatlistedtheachievements of Modi government.

n

SIDELIGHTS
n At 10.30 am, only a few

n

Chandigarh BJP candidate Kirron Kher with husband, actor Anupam Kher, during their road show in the
city on Thursday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

ANUPAM MEETS BJP COUNCILLORS, ASKS THEM TO
WORK IN WARDS; CADRE NOT THAT IMPRESSED
CHANDIGARH: Anupam Kher,
actor and husband of Kirron
Kher, met BJP councillors at
Kirron’s official residence in
Sector 8 on Thursday.
His chairing of the meeting has not gone down well
with some leaders in the city
unit. They did not come on
record, but said that since he
was not a BJP leader, he
could not have held their
meeting without keeping
the city leadership into the
loop.
Previously, Kirron has
also been criticised within

the party for holding such
meetings without taking
other senior leaders into
confidence .
A councillor present in
the meeting said, “We were
called for a meeting with
Anupam Kher as he wanted
to meet us before the
campaign starts with full
gutso.”
Anupam is reported to
have asked councillors to
start working in wards and
campaign for Kirron. The
meeting was attended by
mayor Rajesh Kalia and

almost all councillors were
present. Maheshinder
Sidhu, Rajbala Malik, Ravikant Sharma, Sunita
Dhawan, Arun Sood and others attended the meeting.
Three councillors, Rajesh
Gupta, Farmila, and Davesh
Moudgil (ex-mayor), were
not present during this
meeting.
BJP organisational secretary Dinesh Kumar, said, “I
don’t know about the
meeting. I was not informed
about it. Let me check
HTC
about it.”

party members had come
to the party office, and
there was worry among
some of a thin turnout.
However, by the time,
Kirron Kher arrived the
crowd had swelled.
n Congratulating Kirron on
filling her nomination
papers, Haryana chief
minister said people’s
enthusiasm and support
for her indicates another
victory for the BJP this
time as well.
n On the question of denial
of ticket to city party
chief Sanjay Tandon, Capt
Abhimanyu, Haryana
finance minister and BJP
Chandigarh election
in-charge, said, “There is
no dissatisfaction in the
city party unit. Once a
ticket is announced,
all leaders are party
workers and dedicated to
ensure the election of
Modi as PM again.”
n At the returning officercum-DC office in Sector
17, visitors and employees
were greatly hassled. The
office was locked down
when Kirron went to file
her nomination papers.
The employees crowded
on the stairs and
balconies to click pictures.
n The road opposite the
BJP office in Sector 33,
witnessed traffic jam for
around half an hour as
the crowd spilled over to
the road. Police cleared
the road and challaned
wrongly-parked vehicles.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: President of BJP
industrial cell, Roopinder Singh
(Roopi Singh), who was earlier
BJP state convener, joined the
Congress in presence of Pawan
Bansal and other senior leaders
of the party on Thursday. His
wife Balwinder Kaur (Rana
Kaur), former general secretary
of BJP Women’s Wing, also
joined him. She had fought the
2016 MC elections on a SAD
ticket.
SS Bharadwaj, another BJP
leader, also joined the Congress.
Welcoming the new leaders,
Bansal appreciated them for
coming to his support to work on
the goal of making Chandigarh
number 1 again, both in cleanliness as well as its ‘smart city
status’. Bansal also talked about
how cooperative societies in
Chandigarh came into being and
how during BJP’s tenure they
faced all kinds of problems.

Anandpur Sahib:
BSP-PDA nominee
has ₹140-cr assets
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh @hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: Four candidates filed
their nomination papers for the
Anandpur Sahib Lok Sabha constituency with DC Rupnagarcum-returning officer Sumeet
Jarangal on Thursday.
The candidates are Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA)
candidate Sodhi Vikram Singh;
CPI(ML) New Democracy
candidate Avtar Singh, Rashtriya Jan Shakti Party (secular)
candidate Surinder Kaur Mangat and independent candidate
Charan Das.
With this, six persons have
filed papers from the seat.
Meanwhile, the PDA took out
a road show from Khawaspura
village, which is the native
village of BSP founder, Kanshi
Ram.

assetswatch

Sodhi Vikram Singh,
BSP-PDA candidate
Total declared assets (including spouse) ₹140 crore
Moveable ₹2.5 crore
Cash in hand 90,000
Bank deposits ₹1.17 crore
Jewellery 2,380 gm (spouse)
of ₹88 lakh
Immovable ₹139 crore
Vehicles Mercedes,Toyota
Corolla,Honda Accord,Tata
Hexa (Total value ₹15 lakh)

POLLBUZZ
Amit Shah,
Yogi to hold
rallies in
Kataria’s favour
The BJP will hold rallies of
its national president Amit
Shah on May 5 in Yamunanagar and Uttar Pradesh chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
rally on May 8 at Panchkula
in favour of party’s
Ambala nominee Rattan Lal
Kataria, party’s Ambala
parliamentary in-charge
Jagdish Chopra said on
Thursday. On 2014 promises
not being fulfilled, Kataria
said, “I accept that I failed in
my duty to bring railway
connectivity from Yamunanagar via Naraingarh and
Chandigarh. I can assure
you that this time, I will
make every effort to ensure
this is done.” He categorically denied having any differences with Haryana
health minister Anil Vij and
claimed that the party was
united in its efforts.

Cops hold
meet in Ambala

Tandon, Moudgil at it again

n

Sanjay Tandon

Former city mayor Davesh Moudgil and BJP city chief
Sanjay Tandon had an heated exchange of words at the
party’s Sector-33 office on Thursday. The incident happened before the road show of Kirron Kher. Tandon
questioned Moudgil over the recent row over the booking of a community centre in Moudgil’s ward, when he
had played hard to get by, not responding to Tandon’s
calls. The MC had cancelled permission given to Tandon, before the mayor came to his rescue.

n

Davesh Moudgil

PU professor
files papers as
Independent

Rupnagar
Cong leaders
hold meeting

All is not well
in Congress:
Chandumajra

PanjabUniversity professor
Devi Sirohi filed her nomination as an Independent
from the Chandigarh Lok
Sabha seat on Thursday.
Students, family and friends
attended the road show of
Sirohi. For her support,
more than 150 people gathered and went with her during entire road show. During nomination, Devi Sirohi
declared her property
which is ₹3.5 crore.

Warring factions in Rupnagar
Congress put up a united face
by holding a joint press conference on Thursday to dispel any
notions that the party was
divided. Punjab assembly
speaker Rana KP Singh and
Barinder Singh Dhillon, president, district Congress Committee, addressed the meeting.
Three ex-district presidents —
Sukhwinder Singh Whisky,
Amarjit Singh Saini and Vijay
Kumar Sharma Tinku of both
factions were present.

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
candidate from Anandpur
Sahib Prem Singh Chandumajra has said that all is not
well with the Congress. “The
Congress is a divided house.
There have been protests
against the party’s candidates
and its leadership on the
ground is discontented. After
the Lok Sabha elections, the
Congress will disintegrate,”
he claimed, also taking credit
for bringing the international
airport to the region.

An inter-state meeting of
senior police officials was
held at Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
Ambala Range office in
Ambala Cantonment on
Thursday.RCMishra,ADGP
Ambala Range from other
states attended. Haryana
goes to polls on May 12.

‘Development
only target’
SAD (Taksali) candidate
from Anandpur Sahib, Bir
Devinder, on Thursday,
assured residents of Kharar
that if elected, he will ensure
development. “I will soon be
organising Nukkad meetings with Kharar residents,”
he told a public rally.
COMPILED BY
BAHADURJEET SINGH,
VIVEK GUPTA, HILLARY
VICTOR, SUNIL RAHAR
AND YUVRAJ KAUSHAL
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shortstories
HEALTH DEPT
OBSERVES WORLD
MALARIA DAY
MOHALI : Punjab health and family
welfare department observed
World Malaria Day on the theme
“Zero malaria starts with me”
at the state institute of health and
family welfare here on Thursday.
School students participated in
slogan writing and painting
competition during celebrations.
Punjab health services director Dr
Jaspal Kaur was the chief guest.
She said all the 624 cases of malaria
reported last year had been
HTC
treated as per guidelines.

Capacity building workshop
for UT teachers
CHANDIGARH: The Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
(CCPCR) in collaboration with State
Legal Services Authority (SLSA) and
State Council of Educational
Research and Training (SCERT)
organised a capacity building
programme at Chandigarh Judicial
Academy, Sector-43, here. Around
200 principals of government
schools in the city attended the
workshop. Manoj Kumar Parida,
advisor to the UT administrator,
HTC
was the chief guest.

Seminar on new
technologies for industries
CHANDIGARH: The PHD Chamber
of Commerce and Industry here
organised a seminar,Industry 4.0,
to apprise industries of new
technologies, on Thursday. CSIO
chief scientist HK Sardana said
new avenues will be opened for
the industries in times to come.
Surinder Singh,director, Auxiliobits,
said the new technology will improve productivity while Meenu
Dhiman said academic institutions
must update syllabus and educate
about students about new
HTC
technology.
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AZAM KHAN CONTROVERSY

Authorities open reading hall ‘Candidates like him should
from 6pm to 6am after protest be banned from elections’
4-HOUR FIGHT Violence by students unfortunate, says dean students’ welfare
Arshdeep Arshi
n

n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : People like Azam

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

authorities have accepted the
demand of the Students for Society (SFS) to open the reading hall
at Guru Teg Bahadur Bhawan
from 6pm to 6am. This comes
after the two-day protest by
members and confrontation
between students and police on
Thursday.
The SFS members marched
towards Guru Teg Bahadur
Bhawan and forcefully tried to
enter the building on Thursday
noon. The protest got chaotic
leading to confrontation
between the students and Chandigarh police after students
broke the gate locks of the building and sat outside the reading
hall in the evening. After four
hours, PU authorities accepted
their demand and agreed to open
the reading hall from 6pm to
6am.
The SFS members with the
president of Panjab University
Campus Students’ Council
(PUCSC) Kanupriya were protesting outside the vice-chancellor Raj Kumar’s office since
Tuesday for the acceptance of
their demands, including access
to reading hall, ensuring transparency in hostels and opening
cooperative mess in hostels.
The reading hall was inaugurated by the V-C in December

Arshdeep Arshi

n

The Students for Society clashing with police while trying to enter the premises of Guru Teg Bahadur
HT PHOTO
Bhawan at Panjab University on Thursday.

2018 but recently the space was
set aside for various chair professorships and retired re-employed teachers.
DSW (men) Emanual Nahar
said the students have breached
discipline, damaged university
property and manhandled the
security staff. “This behaviour is
unfortunate and not expected
from university students. They
should peacefully discuss the
matter with authorities,” the
DSW said.
He also said that there are
reading rooms in all the hostels
and students have not been using
the reading spaces provided in
the hostels.

HOW THE PROTEST UNFOLDED
Four-hour protest leading to
authorities accepting the demand

(women) Neena Capalash reach;
Say there will be meeting at 4pm

2.30pm: 60-70 SFS members
march towards Guru Teg Bahadur
Bhawan; try to enter the building
forcefully leading to a clash with
police and security guards; glass
door broken amid chaos

4.30pm: Students enter forcefully inside the building, sit
outside read hall

3pm: Wardens of boys hostel no 3
and girls hostel no 2 Sanjeev
Gautam and Kamala Chief of
University Security Ashwani Koul
reach the spot to talk to students

6pm: Former dean college
development council Naval
Kishore says first floor of the AC
Joshi Library will be opened but
protest continues

3.30pm: Dean students’ welfare
(men) Emanual Nahar, DSW

6.30pm: Authorities accept
demand

5pm: Former CUS Jatinder Grover
talks to students, asks for more
time

Khan should be banned from contesting elections, said chairperson of the National Commission
for Women (NCW) Rekha
Sharma while speaking over vulgar remarks made by SP candidate from Rampur Azam Khan on
BJP candidate Jaya Prada. “I
always tell women not to vote for
such kind of people who give
statements against women,” she
said. Rekha Sharma was in Chandigarh for a lecture on gender
equality at Panjab University.
Azam Khan had made a ‘khaki’
comment on film actor and BJP
candidate Jaya Prada. Sharma
had taken note of the remark and
had even tweeted against it terming the comment ‘extremely disgraceful’.
Sharma said, “We had taken a
suo moto in this case. We had
written to the Election Commission to act on this. They acted
against Azam Khan but I still
think it was not a proper punishment.”
Sharma declined to comment
on the allegations of sexual harassment levelled against the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi by a former woman
apex court staffer. She said, “It is
a matter of court and it is in the
court. They have made a committee and it will take care of the matter.”
All kinds of complaints are
received by the National Com-

NCW annual report 2017-18
Complaints on domestic violence on rise
Category

Complaints registered

Right to live with dignity
Dowry harassment/cruelty to married women
Police apathy against women
Violence against women
Outraging modesty of women
Sexual harassment including
sexual harassment at workplace
Right to exercise choice in marriage
Cyber crimes against women
Bigamy/polygamy
Stalking/ voyeurism

›

5,770
2,371
1,896
1,787
967
666
403
339
167
149

We had written to the Election
Commission on Azam Khan’s
remarks. They acted against him
but it was not a proper punishment.
REKHA SHARMA, chairperson, NCW

mission for Women but the number of domestic violence complaints always remain high,
Sharma said. She said the number of sexual harassment at
workplace complaints and complaints of NRI marriage related
issues are on the rise with every
year.
According to the annual
reports of NCW, it received 2,371
complaints of domestic violence
in 2017-18, 666 complaints of sexual harassment at workplace and

512 complaints of NRI marriage
related issues (highest in Punjab
– 67).
Talking about the pendency,
Sharma said there is no pendency
at our end. “Pendency is in the
closing of the cases because
replies have to come from police
and other parties. And sometimes
the cases are in the court..”
Sharma said, “The NCW is visible everywhere these day. We
have a vast mandate and we are
working on it.”

Child rights panel 400 nursing students get
13 vigilance cases pending
against edu dept employees summons three degrees, medals at PGIMER
private schools
L O N G D E L AY

Srishti Jaswal
n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :From the complaints

of corruption to abuse of power,
there are 13 cases with the vigilance department against government college principals, government school teachers and
education department officials
that have not been disposed yet.
The documents accessed by
Hindustan Times reveal that
complaints and inquiries as old as
2007 are lying with the vigilance
department with no progress.
There are three complaints
against college principals who
have now even retired from their
posts.
Former principal of Post Graduate Government College, Sector
46, JK Sehgal was accused of giving bribe to National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) team for higher grade in
2017. The complaint was filed
with NAAC and education
department and then marked to
vigilance department.
Former principal of DAV College, Sector 10, BC Joshan allegedly awarded BPEd degrees to 20
students without recognition of
the course from the National
Council for Teachers’ Education
and affiliation from Panjab University in 2010. The file was sent
to education secretary and Panjab University for comments on

THERE ARE THREE
CASES OF CORRUPTION,
ABUSE OF POWER
AGAINST GOVT COLLEGE
PRINCIPALS WHO HAVE
NOW RETIRED

February 11, 2019.
Allegation of financial gains
and other service-related benefits
in 2011 were made against former
principal Post Graduate Government College, Sector 11, BP
Yadav.
The list includes a complaint
against a teacher of Post Graduate Government College for Girls,
Sector 42, and an associate professor at Post Graduate Government
College, Sector 11.
INQUIRIES AGAINST
THE OFFICIALS
Former directorate officials,
including former director public
instruction (DPI) Kamlesh
Kumar Bhadoo, were accused of
irregularities in recruitment of
over 500 teachers against the
posts advertised on August 5,
2007, by Chandigarh administration. The Director School Education were asked to produce original records in the case on April 5,
2019. The matter is also being
investigated by the Central
Bureau of Investigation.

An investigation is also going
on against director higher education, Chandigarh, former registrar education colleges, Ram Lal
for suppressing the facts resulting into a ‘huge national loss and
further failing to lodge an FIR of
the missing link files’ in
BP Yadav case.
An inquiry has also been
marked against the office of
director higher education and a
private college governing body
for the fraudulent appointment.

COMPLAINTS AGAINST
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
The allegations of corruption and
misconduct against school teachers are also part of the list. Management committee member of
the school Satpal Goel had filed a
complaint of corruption against
Government Senior Secondary
School (GSSS), Karsan. Former
principal Chitranjan Singh of
GSSS, Khuda Alisher, is accused
of misconduct. The list also mentions complaint against a nonmedical teacher of government
school who was promoted while
she was abroad.”
OFFICIAL TAKE
Secretary vigilance BL Sharma
said, “We are thoroughly investigating each and every case, if the
allegations are found to be true,
strict action will be taken against
the officials concerned.”

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (CCPCR) summoned three private schools – St
Peter’s School, Sector 37, Sri
Guru Harkrishan Model School,
Sector 38, and Mount Carmel
School, Sector 47, – on Thursday.
St Peter’s School and Guru
Harkrishan School were summoned for the first time while it
was second hearing of Mount
Carmel School.
The authorities of St Peter’s
School, Sector 37, had allegedly
refused to refund the school fee to
parents whose kid had attended
the school for three days. However, the school had accepted in
front of authorities that they will
refund the money to parents and
submit the photocopy of the bank
cheque as proof to the commission, informed official sources.
In the case of Mount Carmel
School, child rights panel had
asked for a handwritten undertaking from the school. Mount
Carmel School had agreed before
the commission that it will
release a circular stating that the
previous circular forbidding parents to talk to media will be
invalid. The school had previously asked the parents to sign an

campusconnect

n

Students of the National Institute of Nursing Education during the convocation at the Postgraduate
RAVI KUMAR/HT
Institute of Medical Education and Research in Chandigarh on Thursday.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The National Institute of Nursing Education, Postgraduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGIMER), on Thursday, held a
convocation wherein more than
400 students were conferred with
degrees as well as medals. Punjab
governor and UT administrator
VP Singh Badnore was the chief
guest.
While congratulating the
degree holders, he said, “I appreciate the rigorous training programme you have undergone

with immense theoretical workload and clinical exposure and
am certain that many of you have
already managed to get placed in
premier institutes across the
globe”. He also gave the example
of Florence Nightingale and
added “Nursing is the noblest of
professions with high responsibility towards the positive health
outcome of society. Nurses are
the key players in the health team
and constitute about 80% of the
health workforce. They form a
large and critical part of the
health workforce and are the
backbone of the healthcare system. Whether it is preventive

care, home care or hospital care,
nurses are an indispensable part
of the healthcare”.
PGIMER director Jagat Ram
welcomed the chief guest, the
nursing students and their parents. He encouraged the young
professionals to work hard and
serve the society with their skill,
empathy and compassion.
Principal Sandhya Ghai presented the annual report of the
institution. She said, “Various
research projects have been completed and are in progress
through funding agencies like
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and more.

World Malaria Day
CHANDIGARH : AKSIPS-41 Smart
School observed World Malaria Day
on Thursday. The students and staff
members pledged to maintain
hygienic conditions in their surroundings by preventing the breeding of
mosquitoes. They also pledged to
clean the empty water coolers and
tyres in their homes to eradicate
malaria from its roots. The Health and
Hygiene Club talked about the do’s
and don’ts. Principal Ritu Bali lauded
the efforts of the students and
teachers.

ASHIANA PUBLIC SCHOOL

Workshop on focus
and hard work

NIPER wins inter-college
debate competition

MOHALI : The pre-final year students
of Chandigarh Group of Colleges
(CGC), Jhanjeri, organised a cultural
function to bid farewell to the
outgoing students.Students presented dance performances, skits,
songs and ramp walk at the event.
CGC Jhajeri president Rashpal Singh
Dhaliwal addressed the students and
said they were the biggest asset of
the college. He wished them luck for
the future endeavours.

undertaking stating that if parents contacted media regarding
school affairs, their child can be
suspended from the school.
In the case of corporal punishment issue at Guru Harkrishan
School, the commission has summoned the teacher to hear her
stand on the matter. Further, it
has directed the school to produce readable CCTV footage. The
commission will take action after
hearing the teachers’ stand in the
next hearing.
CCPCR chairperson Harjinder
Kaur said, “In the case of St Peter'
School, we have asked school to
refund the amount. In the case of
Mount Carmel, they have given
us in writing that school isn't
guilty and in Guru Harkrishan
School, we came to know that
complainant and school has more
issues, hence we are further
inquiring in the matter.”

schoolnotes

CHANDIGARH : Post Graduate
Government College, Sector 46, here
organised its 34th annual convocation on Thursday. Panjab University
vice-chancellor professor Raj Kumar
was the chief guest and Punjab
Engineering College director professor Dheeraj Sanghi was the guest of
honour on the occasion. As many as
327 students of different graduate
and post-graduate courses were
awarded degrees at the function.
Principal Rosy Walia Joshi also
presented 5 roll of honour, 8 college
colour and 12 merit certificates to the
meritorious students at the event.

CGG Jhanjeri bids
farewell to students

HARJINDER KAUR, chairperson,
Chandigarh Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

AKSIPS-41

327 AWARDED
DEGREES AT
PGGC-46

MOHALI : The team of MBA students
of National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER)
was declared the best in the ‘Pharma
Inter-college Debate Competition
2019’ organised by Sentiss Pharma,
Gurgaon. The debate was conducted
on the topic ‘Is Indian pharma
industry capable enough to ensure
USFDA regulatory compliance.’ The
winning team was awarded a cash
prize worth ₹25,000 and certificates.

›

There will be further
inquiry in Guru
Harkrishan School’s case
as complainant and school
has more issues.

n

Students in a jubilant mood during the convocation at Post Graduate Government College, Sector 46,
in Chandigarh on Thursday.
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

Five students of UILS bag
jobs at placement drive
CHANDIGARH : Five students of
University Institute of Legal Studies
(UILS), Panjab University, were
offered a package of ₹ 4.99 lakh per
annum along with the medical
benefits during the annual placement drive, Negotium 2019, organised by the career development
cell, UILS, on Thursday. Out of 17
students shortlisted, five were
offered the job.

Team building, leadership
workshop
CHANDIGARH : Panjab University’s
department of public administration
organised a workshop on team
building and leadership under the
aegis of project, ‘Concurrent evaluation and monitoring of implementa-

tion of National Food Security act
2013’ under the Government of India,
on Thursday. The workshop was
conducted by Krishna Mohan, former
additional chief secretary and
financial commissioner, revenue
department, Government of Haryana. The objective of the workshop
was to make participants understand the concept of team work and
leadership and to help them
strengthen their personal skills.

Prize distribution function
CHANDIGARH : The National Service
Scheme (NSS) wing of the Panjab
University organised a prize distribution function on Thursday. Dean of
university instructions (DUI) Shankarji Jha was the chief guest and state
liaison officer Bikram Rana was the
guest of honour on the occasion. As
many as 40 students were awarded

the Rising Star of the Year Award
and Best Volunteer of the Year Award
while 25 volunteers were honoured
with Swachhta Ambassadors
Award. A total of 270 students
were presented the Swachh Bharat
summer internship certificates.

Literacy drive
at GCG, Landran
MOHALI : Students of Chandigarh
Group of Colleges (CGC), Landran,
organised a literacy drive in association with SVEEP (systematic voter’s
education and electoral participation) activity carried out by the
district administration.With the
support of the Landran traffic police,
the students distributed brochures
specifying the step-wise process to
vote. People were also given directions to use electronic voting
machine during the drive.

CHANDIGARH : Ashiana Public School,
Sector 46-A, organised a workshop for
its students. Motivational speakers
Ankur Malhotra and Ritu Singal
conducted the workshop. Singal gave
an insight to the students to remain
focused and goal oriented. They were
also encouraged to be optimistic and
to have a positive approach about
everything in life. The workshop
ended with an interactive session.

KIDS ‘R’ KIDS SCHOOL

Safety awareness walk
CHANDIGARH : Kids ‘R’ Kids School,
Sector 42-C, organised a safety
awareness walk on Thursday. Students of Classes 5-8 took part in the
safety awareness walk which began
from the school premises in Sector
42-C and moved towards the Police
Colony to Sector 42 market, SBI flats,
the New Lake and back to PGCG-42
and came to an end at the
school. Children highlighted the
importance of obeying traffic
rules. The aim of organising event
was to educate the students basic
traffic rules.

n

Students during a safety awareness walk at Kids ‘R’ Kids School, Sector 42, on Thursday.

THE BRITISH SCHOOL, PANCHKULA

Sqay championship
PANCHKULA : The two-day 11th
Panchkula District Cadet, sub-junior,
junior, senior sqay championship
2019-20 began at The British School,
Sector 8, on Thursday. The DirectorPrincipal of The British School, Sector
12, Panchkula, Geetika Sethi gave
away the prizes. Geetika Sethi,
organising Secretary of Panchkula
Sqay Association congratulated the
winners.

BRILLIANCE WORLD SCHOOL

Investiture ceremony
PANCHKULA : The Brilliance World
School, Sector 12, held an investiture
ceremony as the new discipline
committee took oath on Thursday.
The new team of school leaders were

given their badges and intimated
about their duties. Principal Niranjana
Chatterjee and chairman Shyam
Sunder wished them luck.
DPS, CHANDIGARH

Session on malaria
prevention
CHANDIGARH : A session on malaria
prevention was organised at Delhi
Public School for the students of Class
8 on Thursday. The session was
conducted by assistant director,
malaria, Chandigarh, UJS Gill. The
students were apprised of ways to
prevent mosquitoes from breeding.

THE KNOWLEDGE BUS SCHOOL

Football league
MOHALI : The Knowledge Bus Global
School hosted the Under-14 Football

HT PHOTO

League on Thursday. The finals were
played between Shemrock School and
Shishu Niketan School which was won
3-1 by Shemrock School. Roop Kanwer
was declared player of the Tournament. The winners were honoured
with trophies and prizes by principal
Anisha Sahapathi.
RIMT WORLD SCHOOL

Special morning assembly
CHANDIGARH : RIMT World School,
Manimajra, observed World Malaria
Day on Thursday with the motive to
sensitise students about the prevention and control of Malaria. Students
pledged to curb mosquito breeding in
and around their houses during the
special morning assembly. They also
pledged to keep their surroundings
clean and ensure that others do
the same.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHA ND I G A RH
FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 2019

m
money

PERSONAL FINANCE

Millennial parents’ worry
RISING COSTS Though millennial parents are
stretching budgets to offer their kids the best, experts
believe there needs to be a practical approach, keeping
in mind the increasing expense on education

THE COST OF EDUCATION

n

1989

who has a three-year-old daughter and is
expecting a second child, echoes the
same sentiments. Ghare, who works as
a freelance consultant in the oil and gas
industry, grew up in a chawl and wants
to offer his kids things that he has been
deprived of. Millennial parents like
Chadhoke and Ghare are stretching
their budgets to offer their kids a lifestyle, which is way costlier than what
they received. To meet higher expenses,
both parents end up taking full-time
jobs, often leaving kids with minimal
family support.
“The average expense on a child,
including education, is around 15-25% of
the total expenses of a family. This is the
biggest chunk of the total expenses
incurred by a family if you exclude the
burden of a home loan,” says Nitin B.
Vyakaranam, founder and chief executive officer, ArthaYantra, a Telenganabased investment advisory firm.
Of the total childcare expenses, the
cost of education and healthcare
increases at a faster pace, considering
the double-digit inflation. “India has one
of the highest costs of education for private schools to gross domestic product
(GDP) per capita ratio, which comes to
around 92.59%,”addsVyakaranam.This
indicates that the cost of education in
India for private schools is very high as
compared with the average per capita
income of an individual.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: From education to healthcare,

millennial parents are leaving no stone
unturned to offer their children a perfect
lifestyle. However, thanks to exorbitant
school fees, steep health care costs and
maintaining that perfect lifestyle, millennial parents can’t seem to keep their
calm.
Take for instance, New Delhi-based
Nidhi Chandhoke, 34, a mother of a twoand-half-year-old boy, who says today’s
kids are spoilt for choices. After Chandhoke, who works as an editor with
Springer Nature India Pvt. Ltd., had her
son, she took efforts to learn more about
baby products through online platforms,
but, unconsciously ended up getting
hooked to international brands. From
purchasing her son’s first Carter’s dress
to SebaMed baby shampoo, she mostly
orders products on the higher end of the
price range. The reason: She wants to
give her child the best, even at the cost of
overlooking her budget several times.
Mumbai-based Mahesh Ghare, 36,

n

RISING COST OF EDUCATION
Exorbitant school fee in metros have
become a nightmare for parents, forcing
parents’ association in Hyderabad to
move the courts for a respite. This has
now turned into a social menace where
parents are lured by standards of education which comesat a premium. InMumbai, too, the situation is no different. “In
Maharashtra, fees can be revised every
two years and school can’t demand or
collect any fee without taking approval
as per the Act.
However, in the past five years, there
has been a 30% to 400% increase in fee in
private schools. In some schools, the fee
has risen from ₹40,000 to more than ₹2
lakh and the government has failed to
regulate it,” said Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai, president, India Wide Parents
Association and advocate at Bombay
high court.
Steep childcare and education costs

Mahesh Ghare, a consultant in the oil-gas industry in
Mumbai, says he wants to offer his daughter a
lifestyle that he could not afford while growing up,
HT PHOTO
even if its means stretching the budget.

■

Education inflation
currently is upward of
10%, in-short
planning for future
cost and calculation,
one should consider
same

■

Pre-primary cost
should not be an
indicative or base
figure for the primary
and later, school cost,
(next 10 years), as it
increases by almost 3
to 5 multiples on the
pre-primary/initial
cost annually

The cost of education tends to grow faster than income. Here is a look at the cost
of education in 1989 and 2019 in Nidhi Chandhoke's household.
2019

Inflation

INCOME
Sonali Chowdhury

(Figures in )

EXPENSES

10,000

9%

POST GRADUATION EXPENSES

11%

1,200

1,40,000

40,000

15,00,000

27,833

Combined salary
(Husband and wife)

13%

Annually

Schooling & other
expenses monthly

(

2019

1989

Inflation

School tuition fees

2,000

200

8%

Day care

2,333

-

-

Medical cost

6,250

150

Entertainment cost

2,500

100

13%
11%

Maid

10,000

-

-

Tuition fee

3,500

250

College fees

1,250

500

9%
3%

Not in scale)

■

Figures are indicative and not actual
Source: Moneyfrog, online financial planning platform
Living and food costs which is over and above is not factored in
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Based on our sample
size, in a city like
Mumabi orDelhi, to
raise or educate
(Class 1-10) a child,
annual cost is upward
of 1.8 lakhs or 15k
monthly, which covers
school fees, books,
uniform, tuition fees,
sports and other
activities

MUMBAI: Thefirstmonthofthefinancial
year 2019-2020 is about to end and most
of you must have been asked to declare
your investments. If you are in your
firstjobandwonderingwhyitisimportant to declare your investment now,
HTMoney tells you why.
If you are a salaried employee, your
employer will ask you to declare your
investmentsthatyouplantoundertake
at the beginning of the financial year.
This helps your employer calculate
your taxable income and deduct tax
deducted at source (TDS) accordingly.
“Themostcommonformofinvestment
declarations is for sections 80C, 80D,
home loan interest and principal and
house rent allowance,” said Melvin
Joseph,aMumbai-basedfinancialplanner.
Tax-saving investments such as
equity-linked savings schemes, public
provident fund and approved mutual

INVESTMENT DECLARATION
HELPS YOUR EMPLOYER
CALCULATE YOUR TAXABLE
INCOME AND DEDUCT
TDS ACCORDINGLY

fund schemes are a few investments
you can declare to save your taxes.
Sometax-savingexpendituresthatyou
mayundertakethroughouttheyearare
homeloaninterestandprincipal,house
rentallowance,medicalinsurancepremiums, tuition fee for children and
repayment of education loan. “Once
youinformyouremployerinvestments
you planto undertake,your tax obligation will be reduced accordingly, and
TDSwillbeevenlyspreadoutthroughout the year and deducted every
month,”saidShyamSunder,founderof
PeakAlpha Investment Services.
Adiscrepancycanhappenwhenyou
either declare more tax-breaks or less,
which means you have either paid
lesser or more taxes throughout the
year.“Thisisthereasonwhyyourcompany asks you to file your investment
proof in January and not In the
last month of a financial
year.Incaseofashortfallin
your targeted tax-saving
investments, your taxes for
the last three months of the
financial year will be calcuHere are a few investment options to save your
lated again and the TDS
taxes throughout the year
deducted will go up,” Sunder added. As a result, your
EXEMPTION CAP
VARIABLE
monthly take-home comes
OF 1.5 LAKH
down in the last three
EXEMPTION CAP
months.
Insurance: Payment towards Medical insurance
life insurance policies, ULIP
Declaring your investpremium: 25,000
ments at the beginning of
exemption is allowed
Mutual fund: Subscription
the financial year leaves
for non-senior citizens
to an approved mutual fund
you with more disposable
and 50,000 for senior
of India
citizens
income in the coming
n Public provident fund
months. “The need to do
Repayment of
n National saving certificate
investment declarations
education loan: The
stemsfromyourcompany’s
n Housing loan principal
interest can be claimed
requirement to deduct the
for exemption
n 5-year fixed deposit
right amount of TDS from
NPS schemes: A
n Tuition fee for children
your salary,” said Sunder.
maximum of 50,000 can
Your employer would not
n Sukanya Samriddhi
be invested and claimed
want the amount to be too
Scheme
for exemption
lowbecausethentheywould
not meet their statutory
Source: HTResearch
obligations, whereas too
Note: Common investment avenues have been chosen. The
Income Tax Act provides for more exemptions in other
high a TDS would imply
categories as well.
extra monetary burden on
you.

HAVE YOU DECLARED YOUR
INVESTMENTS YET?

Here's what you should keep in mind
while picking your nominee

1

What it means: Nomination means
that you will be authorising another
person to administer the claim
proceeds in case it becomes a death
claim, said Nikhil Apte, chief
product officer, Royal Sundaram
General Insurance Co. Ltd. It is
mandatory to have a nominee in a
policy.

2

Nominee vs beneficiary: Nominee is
just an administrator for the claim
proceeds under the insurance policy
in the event of death of the policy
holder. Beneficiary is the person
who actually receives the money in
the event of death, said Apte.
Nominee and beneficiary can be the
same person for the policy, he
added.

TERM OF THE DAY

n

New-Delhi based editor, Nidhi Chandhoke, mother of two-year-old Yuvraj, says she
often tends to overlook budget while buying things for her son. The reason: She wants
SANCHIT KHANNA/HT
to give him the best.

often compel millennial parents to have
a single child. “Earlier, schools were run
by charitable trusts with the intent to
offer service to the society, but today
schools are run purely for profit. There
is a section of parents who equate costs
with good education. However, most
parents also don’t have the option to
send their children to schools with reasonable fees because of the limited seats.
Education cost is acting like a birth control pill where millennial couples are
now forced to opt for a single child,” says

WHAT IS IT?

revati.krishna@htlive.com

RIGHTSOFNOMINEEIN
INSURANCEPOLICIES

3

Ashish Naredi, executive member,
Hyderabad School Parent’s Association.
ASPIRATION VS REALITY
Schools have now become aspiration
and a status symbol, pushing millennial
parents towards debt. “Most millennial
parents are disconnected with reality.
The attitude of giving the best of the best
to kids leads to debt and credit card
defaults. You have to consider the right
choices and be practical. You can always
delay gratification and focus on other

moneybasics

n

quickguide

important needs,” says Suresh Sadagopan, founder, Ladder7 Financial AdvisoWho can be a nominee: The
ries. Millennial parents are in a rat race
nominee does not have to be a
and don’t want to miss out on certain
legal heir/beneficiary. They can be
kind of aspirational lifestyle as well, say
any family member or friend. In
experts. “If you the compare cost to
case your nominee is a minor, they
“baby-boomers”, it will only give heartshould have a legal guardian at the
burns, as things have changed drastitime of buying the policy.
cally over the last 15 years, in terms of
access, options and price points. In a
metro, the total cost of a kid’s education,
from primary to graduation, will be
around ₹50 lakh, which is huge,” says
Manoj Chahar, founder, Moneyfrog, an
online financial planning platform.
SURRENDER
The healthcare cost of a child is unaVALUE
voidable, but it can be managed with
medical insurance. However, there is no
WHAT IS IT?
alternative to education. One should
Surrender value is the amount of money you
select a school keeping in mind situareceive when you withdraw a policy before its tenure
tions wherein if one of the partners
is complete. "There is no surrender value in term and
drops out of employment for a cerhealth plans as there is no element of savings involved in
tain period or takes a home loan, the
it," said Anand Prabhudesai, co-founder, Turtlemint.
family should not be in a state of crisis. Moreover, experts feel parents
WHERE IS IT APPLICABLE?
should start a conversation with
For endowment plans there is a guaranteed surrender
value, mentioned in a schedule given to you at the time
kids about expenses to make them
of buying the policy. For ULIPs, surrender value
realise the importance of financial
depends on fund value at the time of surrendering,
independence. “A child accustomed to
he
said. Insurers also levy surrender charges. For
a certain lifestyle may find it difficult to
ULIPs, no surrender charges are levied after
manage on his own. It is better to bring in
five years of the policy. In endowment
discipline from early years,” adds Sadaplans, charges are not levied
gopan. It’s important to prepare the child
after some years.
so that they are able to take care of their
long term needs.

Investment goals: Is overseas travel cover worth it?
Declare, stick to it
Revati Krishna

05

A travel insurance
plan is meant to
provide you cover
for medical emergencies while travelling overseas.
However, medical
emergencies are
not the only things that such policies
cover. “Your travel insurance plan may
coverlossofbaggage,flightdelays,transportationofmortalremainsfromanother
country, loss of passport, flight hijack,
etc,”saidLovaiiNavlakhi,founder,International Money Matters Pvt Ltd.
Schengen countries make it mandatory
for you to have a travel cover. You can
buytheplaninadvanceandmakeitapplicable from your travel date, said Navlakhi. You can buy the plan for a year or
makeitaone-offexpense,saidNavlakhi.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
The costs of the
insurance cover
vary depending on
the country and
suminsured.“Saya
30-year-old is buying a travel insurance plan which
hasamedicalsuminsuredof$50,000,personal accident cover of $15,000 and other
travel inconvenience covers for a 15-day
trip. The premium for worldwide countries including the US and Canada, is
around ₹1,257 plus taxes and for worldwide countries excluding the US and
Canada is ₹871 plus taxes,” said Bhaskar
Nerurkar, head of health claims, Bajaj
AllianzGeneralInsurance.Demarcation
of personalaccidentcoveranda medical
sum insured is not present in all travel
plansandhasbeenusedanexamplehere.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
If you are a frequent traveller,
then it is essential
for you to buy a
travel insurance
plan keeping in
mind possible
medical emergencies and consequently high medical
costs in other countries. “Medical costs
abroad are at least 6-7% more than what
you are charged in India and generally
an equivalent medical procedure costs
50-100% more in the US than other
countries,” said Nerurkar. “Those who
travel more than twice a month and on
short notices, should definitely go for an
annual overseas travel insurance
plan,” said Navlakhi. Other travellers
can insure their travels on a per-trip
basis.

TOUR TIPS

Want to travel? Don’t borrow for it
HT Correspondent
n

credit score which can be harmful for
your future borrowings.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Where are you going next?

What are your travel plans for this
year? These friendly questions often
crop up during conversations with
friends and family. As more and
more Indians are taking holidays
or vacations at regular intervals, it
is obvious that someone in your
friend circle is likely to travel every
month. Many tend to give into the
peer pressure or feel the urge to
travel just because everyone else
is. Vacations are good and everyone should have the option to take
regular breaks. However, it is
important to keep an eye on the
travel cost. Here is how you should
plan your travel kitty and why taking
a loan to travel is a bad option.
DON’T BORROW TO TRAVEL
Financial planners suggest that you
should not take a loan for any
expenses, including travel. Travel
loans are basically personal loans.
As these loans are unsecured ones,
the interest rates are higher and can
usually range between 12-20% per
annum. You also have to pay a proc-

ILLUSTRATION: SHRIKRISHNA PATKAR

essing fee which is 1-2% of the loan
amount. Say, you need ₹2 lakh to
travel to London. At an interest rate
of 15% for a tenure of two years, you
will end up paying ₹2.37 lakh-₹32,000
as interest and ₹4,000 as processing
fee at 2% of the loan amount. In case
you fail to repay the loan on time, you
will have to pay a penalty and it will
also have a negative impact on your

SAVE AND SPEND
Instead of borrowing, you can
save money. For the same
trip, which costs ₹2 lakh,
you can start by setting
aside ₹16,700 every month
and without putting it in
any financial instrument,
you will have ₹2 lakh in a
year.
If you put the
amount in a recurring
deposit which gives
you 8% return, you will
need to put ₹15,958 aside.
If the trip is two years
away, you need to put aside ₹7,660 to
reach the target amount, without factoring in inflation. Instead of giving
in to instant gratification, delay your
trip so that you have enough money.
You can also consider fixed deposit
and debt fund instruments to save
and invest money to fulfil your shortterm needs such as a holiday. Taking
a loan can make your trip more
expensive, whereas saving first can
bring down the cost. So, plan ahead
and don’t give into the temptations.

BANKS CUT RATES
MARGINALLY
Here are the banks that have reduced
MCLR rates after the repo rate cut

(in%*)
Bank
name

MCLR before
April 4*
6-month

Bank of
Maharashtra
IDBI Bank
J&K Bank
State Bank
of India
Federal
Bank
Indian
Overseas
Bank
Syndicate
Bank

MCLR after
April 4*

1 yr

6-month 1-yr

8.55
8.65
8.8

8.75
9.05
9

8.5 8.7
8.6
9
8.75 8.95

8.4

8.55

8.35

8.5

9.1

9.2

9.05

9.15

8.5

8.7

8.6

8.65

8.5 8.65
8.55

8.6

Note: Data as on April 17, 2019. Table
contains data of only such banks that
have changed interest rate on or after
April 4, 2019. The list is not claimed to be
exhaustive, there could be more banks
that have changed the rates but not are
not reflected in the table
Source: Bankbazaar.com

RETURNS
ON EQUITY
If you had invested in equity, here
is how this asset class would have
performed.

(in %)

14.01

14.96

14.88

14.17

11.51

1 year

3 yrs

5 yrs

10 yrs

15 yrs

Sensex data as on April 19, 2019
Source: Bloomberg
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SHUBHANKAR
YET TO START AS
LIGHTNING LEADS
TO SUSPENSION

Integrated Coach Factory Chennai team with the 2nd Marshal Arjan Singh Memorial International hockey winners’ trophy at the Air Force
3 Base Repair Depot, Chandigarh, on Thursday. Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa (blue turban) was the chief guest.
HT PHOTO

ICF Chennai rout SCR
Hyderabad to clinch title
FINE SHOW After tie stretched to 2-2 draw, result was decided via penalty shootout
HT Correspondent
n

A TOTAL OF 31 MATCHES
WERE PLAYED AND 202
GOALS WERE SCORED
DURING THE
TOURNAMENT. 16 TEAMS
TOOK PART IN THE MEET

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Integrated Coach

Factory (ICF) Chennai, logged a
victory over South Central Railway (SCR), Hyderabad, in the
final of the 2nd Marshal Arjan
Singh Memorial International
hockey tournament to emerge
champions, at 3 Base Repair
Depot, Air Force, ground, Chandigarh, on Thursday.
After the match stretched to
2-2 draw, the result was decided
through penalty shootout.
ICF beat South Central Railway 5-4 in the penalty shootout
to walk away with the title.
Earlier, Deepak (26th minute)
and Sanjay (38th minute) scored
goals for ICF, Chennai, while
Sheshe Gowda (14th minute)
and Ajith Pandey (39th minute)
scored goals for South Central
Railway.
In the semifinals, ICF Chennai had beaten SGGS Chandigarh 3-2 while South Central
Railway had defeated Indian
Army 1-0.

n

Players in action during the final of 2nd Marshal Arjan Singh
Memorial International hockey tournament.
HT PHOTO

Deepak had scored all three
goals for ICF Chennai in the
semifinal tie. He was adjudged
the best player of the tournament.
A total of 31 matches were
played and 202 goals were

scored during the tournament.
A total of 16 teams participated in this tournament.
Apart from the Indian teams,
Air Force teams from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka also participated in this edition, making it

Asian billiards and
Advani wins
snooker meet on Apr 27 inaugural Asian
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The 18th Asian Bil-

liards, 20th U-21 Asian Snooker
Championship and the 3rd Ladies
Asian Snooker Championship,
will be held from April 27 to May
3 in Chandigarh.
The event will be played from
10am to 7pm at the Sector 19 community centre and is being organised by the Punjab Billiards and
Snooker Association (PSBA)
with the support of Asian Confederation of Billiard Sports (ACBS)
and Billiards and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI).
Last year the championship
had to be called off due to the unavailability of visas for several

players, this year the championship will witness competition
between the players from countries like China, Thailand, Singapore, Hong Kong, Qatar, Syria,
Korea, Japan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Iran and hosts India.
The Indian side will be headed
by the current World Billiards
champion, Pankaj Advani
accompanied by Asian Ladies
snooker champion Amee
Kamani and international medal
winners like Dhruv Sitwala,
Vidya Pilai and the current
national billiards champion S
Shrikrishna. Joseph Law of Hong
Kong will be the tournament
director and international referees along with Indian referees,
will be adjudging the games.

Snooker Tour title
Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: India’s ace cueist
Pankaj Advani defeated Ehsan
Heydari Nezhad of Iran 6-4 to
claim the inaugural Asian
Snooker Tour title here Thursday.
Advani, a 21-time world
snooker and billiards champion,
beat Nezhad 52-40, 66(58)-0,
1-63(62), 78-4, 35-47, 0-51, 47-35,
38-39, 53(49)-35, 51(50)-20 in the
final. The Indian had earlier
defeated Aung Phyo of Myanmar
(5-2) 50-27, 92(92)-0, 86(86)-15,
12-62, 54-30, 24-70, 79-5 in the
semifinal.

Rani named in 60-member
women’s national camp
Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Star skipper Rani Ram-

pal headlined a 60 player probables list for the women’s hockey
national camp, beginning in Bengaluru from Friday. Rani, who
missed out the five match bilateral series with Malaysia due to
injury, joins the two-week camp
alongside goalkeeper Savita and
defender Deep Grace Ekka.
A selection trial will be held on
May 4 to prune down the list to 33
core probables, a Hockey India
media release said.“While I am
looking forward to seeing and
testing the new talent coming
into the National Camp, the athletes will need to perform and
show their capabilities,” India’s
chief coach, Sjoerd Marijne said.
CAMPERS LIST
Goalkeepers: Savita, Rajani
Etimarpu, Swati, Sonal Minz,
Bichu Devi Kharibam, Chanchal,
Sandya MG and Mahima.
Defenders: Deep Grace Ekka,
Gurjit Kaur, Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam, Nisha, Reena Khokhar, Sunita Lakra, Rashmita
Minz, Suman Devi Thoudam,
Mahima Choudhary, Salima
Tete, Manpreet Kaur, Vandana,
Kiran, Ritu, Kirandeep Kaur,
Gurleen Grewal, Cheluvamba R.

an international event.
Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa, Chief of the Air Staff was
the chief guest during the closing ceremony on Thursday.
CAS awarded the coveted trophy to the winners.
He also felicitated the runners-up team and the members
of the organising committee.
Colonel GS Gill, former Indian
international hockey player and
Harpal Singh, international
hockey player, Group Captain
RK Raksha (Retd), former Services hockey player and secretary
Services Sports Control Board
and Colonel Balbir Singh (Retd),
who represented India in the
1966 Asian Games and 1968
Olympics were also felicitated.

NEW ORLEANS: Ace Indian golfers
Anirban Lahiri and Shubhankar
Sharma were yet to tee off in the
first round of the Zurich Classic of
New Orleans golf tournament
here Thursday after play was suspended because of inclement
weather.
Heavy rain and potential thunderstorms swept the TPC of Louisiana about midway through the
morning round of play, forcing
tournament officials to issue an
inclement weather warning and
clear the golf course a little over
two and a half hours after the first
tee off.
The teams that teed off early in
the morning were able to complete nine holes before the
weather hit. Half of the 80-team
field was able to at least start play.
The team of Joel Dahmen and
Brandon Harkins held the early
lead at six-under-par after nine
holes. Three teams were one shot
back at five-under. They were
Martin Laird and Nick Taylor;
Danny Lee and Sung Kang and
Brice Garnett and Chesson Hadley. Pre-tournament favorites
Jason Day and Adam Scott were
in a group of six teams at four-under after birdying four consecutive holes on the back nine. PTI

Shooters win two mixed
team gold in World Cup
HT Correspondent
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Indian shooters won
two gold medals in mixed team
events on the third day of ISSF
World Cup in Beijing, China on
Thursday.
Teenage shooters Manu
Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary
once again combined well to top
the field in 10m air pistol mixed
team event. In the 10m air rifle
mixed team event, the pair of
Anjum Moudgil and Divyaansh
Singh Panwar gave India its first
gold in the World Cup.
India are yet to win an Olympic
berth from the World Cup. Quotas for mixed team events have
already been distributed in
Changwon World Championships last year. Shooters can still
compete in mixed team competition in 2020 Olympics by qualifying in their individual events and
teaming up.
The mixed team competition
was conducted in the new format
for the first time in Beijing. As per
the new format, top eight teams
qualify for the final round where
four quarterfinal, two semifinals
and a final round is held to determine the winner.
Saurabh and Manu qualified
for the final at the fifth spot with
482 points. They defeated China’s

n

Divyansh Panwar and Anjum Moudgil won gold medal in 10m air
rifle at ISSF World Cup in Beijing on Thursday.

Jiang Ranxin and Pang Wei in the
final 16-6. This is the third time
the Indian duo have won a gold
medal. At Dr Karni Singh Shooting Ranges at home in February,
they combined to win gold and
followed it up with another title in
the 12th Asian Airgun Championship held in Taoyuan, Taipei in
March.
In the 10m air rifle mixed team
event, Anjum and Divyaansh
beat Ruxuan Liu and Haoran
Yang. It was close contest and
both the teams were tied 15-all but

Maharashtra elbows out Chandigarh girls
from junior football national tournament
HT Correspondent
n
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CHANDIGARH: With Himachal Pradesh already in the last eight
from Group G, hosts Maharashtra ended Chandigarh’s campaign with a 3-1 win over them in
the Hero Junior Girls’ National
Football Championship in the
Group G match in Kolhapur on
Thursday.
Priyanka Sujeesh opened the
scoring in the 21st minute while
Sai Sankhe added a second with
the last kick of the first-half.
After the break, Chandigarh
bounced back as captain Antrika
scored from the spot to reduce
the gap but Sankhe scored her
second goal of the game in the
68th minute to secure the three
points for Maharashtra.
Gujarat and Mizoram became
the last two teams to book their
place in the quarterfinals. In the

Group E matches, Chhattisgarh
exited the tournament with
three points in their account as
they got the better of Pondicherry.
Laxmi Mandavi grabbed a
hattrick (32’, 43’, 77’) while Priyanka Kashyap (22’, 62’), Gunjan
Gwal (21’) and Reet Kashyap (54’)
also found the back of the net. In
Group F, Gujarat entered the last
eight after getting the desired
result against Telangana in a
thrilling encounter.
The team headed into the
match knowing that they had to
win by three goals or more, having drawn 0-0 against Bihar, who
sat on top with four points.
Alkaben Thakor and Aruna
Chauhan scored in the 15th and
41st minutes for Gujarat as they
went into the break two goals
ahead.
In the 62nd minute, the crucial goal came through Drishti

IN GROUP F, GUJARAT
ENTERED THE LAST
EIGHT AFTER GETTING
THE DESIRED RESULT
AGAINST TELANGANA IN
A THRILLING TIE
Pant as Gujarat won 3-0 and went
ahead of Bihar on goal
difference.
The stakes were high as Mizoram and Kerala faced off in a virtual playoff for a last eight spot
and at the end of the 90 minutes,
it was the side from the northeast that went through after a 4-2
win in Group H.
Mizoram started off at an electric pace, racking up four goals
in the first half through a Lalrinmuani hattrick (20’, 23’, 37’) and
an own goal from Soniya Jose in
the 32nd minute.

Saupin’s-32, DAV School-8 log wins
HT Correspondent
n
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CHANDIGARH: Riding on brilliant

bowling from Nikhil Kumar (4
for 7), Saupin’s School, Sector 32,
recorded a eight-wicket win over
St John’s School, Sector 26, in
match played during the UT Cup
T-20 cricket tournament for U-14
organised by UTCA at Government Model Senior Secondary
School, Sector 26, Chandigarh,
on Thursday.
In the second match, DAV
Senior Secondary School, Sector
8, beat St Stephen’s School, Sector 45, by two wickets.
Playing in the first match, St
John’s School were bowled out
for 63 runs in 19.5 overs. Aryan
Soni scored 21 runs for St John’s.
Nikhil Kumar bowled a splendid
spell to take four wickets, giving
away seven runs for Saupin’s.
Rushil Garg also bowled well
to take two wickets for eleven
runs. In reply, Saupin’s got to the
target in 11 overs, losing two
wickets.
St Stephen’s School-45 scored
85 runs for the loss of seven wickets in 20 overs.
Samarveer Chawla (22) and
Ashmit Chaudhary (21 no) were
the main scorers for St
Stephen’s. Batting second, DAV
School achieved the target in 15.2
overs, losing eight wickets. Yuvraj scored 26-ball knock of 34
runs to set up DAV School’s twowicket win. For the losing team,
Samarveer Chawla (3 for 23)
picked up three wickets.
On Friday, St Stephen’s

Indian pair held their nerves to
beat the home team 17-15 in the
sudden death shoot off. The other
Indian pair in the fray, Apurvi
Chandela and Deepak Kumar finished sixth in the final.
Manu, however, failed to qualify for the women’s 10m air pistol
individual final. Heena Sidhu and
Rizvi Shahzar also failed to
advance to the final.
In men’s 25m rapid fire pistol
Adarsh Singh was placed 15 with
a score 290 after the first day of
qualification.

The Kerala side fought hard
in the second half, halving the
deficit through Sreelakshmi A
(47’) and Arya Sree S (79’) but fell
short in the end.
The quarterfinals get underway at the Polo Ground on Friday, with two blockbuster
encounters lined up. Jharkhand
and Manipur will cross swords
in the first clash after flawless
group stage campaigns, with the
former scoring a whopping 31
unopposed goals in their two
matches and Manipur grabbing
10 in three games.
The evening clash will see
defending champions Tamil
Nadu take on Haryana, who
come into the match on the back
of wins against Delhi (2-1) and
Madhya Pradesh (5-0). Haryana,
on the other hand, played thrice
in the group stages - scoring a
total of 20 goals and conceding
none.

Arnav guides
NWCA to easy
50-run victory
HT Correspondent
n

n

Victorious DAV Senior Secondary School, Sector 8, team which beat St Stephen’s School, Sector 45,
during the UT Cup T-20 cricket tournament for U-14 at the GMSSS, Sector 26, ground.
SANT ARORA/HT

ST STEPHEN’S SCHOOL
WILL TAKE ON ST
JOSEPH’S-44 AT WHILE
SAUPIN’S-32 WILL LOCK
HORNS WITH ST ANNE’S
SCHOOL-32 TODAY

BRIEF SCORES
Match 1: St John’s School-26: 63
all out in 19.5 overs (Aryan Soni 21,
Nischay 10, Vardab Sharma 9,
Nikhil Kumar 4 for 7, Rushil Garg 2
for 11) lost to Saupin’s-32: 64 for
2 in 11 overs (Pushkar 20 no,
Ishaan 19 no, Vardan Sharma 1 for
21, Vedansh Arora 1 for 8) by eight
wickets

School will take on St Joseph’s
School at 9:00 am while Saupin’s-32 will lock horns with St
Anne’s School-32 at 12:00 pm.

Match 2: St Stephen’s

School-45: 85 for 7 in 20 overs
(Samarveer Chawla 22, Ashmit
Chaudhary 21 no, Aditya Kumar 11,
Parveen Kumar 2 for 9, Ramesh 1
for 2) lost to DAV School-8: 88
for 8 in 15.2 overs (Yuvraj 34,
Saurav 17, Sidharth Soryia 15,
Samarveer Chawla 3 for 23,
Meetansh Kalia 2 for 10) by two
wickets

Opener Jasia, Taniya, Harleen get
Women’s T20 Challenge call-ups

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA: Narinder Walia
Cricket Academy (NWCA),
Panchkula, outclassed Surajbhan Dreams Cricket Academy
(SDCA), Panchkula, by 50 runs
in the Summer Cup Cricket
tournament for under 17 boys
organised by Narinder Walia
Cricket Academy at St Soldiers
School in Sector 16, Panckhula,
on Thursday.
Batting first, Narinder Walia
cricket Academy scored 250
runs for the loss of nine wickets
in the stipulated 30 overs. Arnav
Bansal with 97 runs was the
highest scorer for the side. Aasees Bawa scored 22 runs. As far
as Surajbhan Dreams Cricket
Academy’s bowling department
was concerned, Arun scalped
four wickets for 23 runs, while
Karan took three wickets for
43runs.
In reply, Surajbhan Dreams
Cricket Academy were all out
for 155 runs in 28 overs. Rahul
with 58 runs and Karan with 31
runs were the main contributors for the side. For Narinder
Walia cricket Academy, Udhav
Jindal took three wickets for 29
runs, Aditya Bisht took two
wickets for 20 runs, while Gulzar scalped two wickets for 27
runs. Arnav Bansal was
declared player of the match.

BRIEF SCORES
NWCA: 205 for 9 in 30 overs
(Arnav Bansal 97, Rudra sethi
23, Aasees Bawa 22, Arun 4 for
23, Karan 3 for 43) beat SDCA:
155 all out in 28th over (Rahul 58,
Karan 31, Udhav Jindal 3 for 29,
Aditya Bisht 2 for 20, Gulzar 2
for 27) by 50 runs

HT Correspondent
n

n

Rani, who missed out the five match bilateral series with Malaysia
due to injury, joins the two-week camp alongside goalkeeper Savita
and defender Deep Grace Ekka.
HT FILE

Midfielders: Nikki Pradhan,
Neha Goyal, Lilima Minz, Monika, Karishma Yadav, Sonika,
Renuka Yadav, Shyama Tidgam,
Anuja Singh, Namita Toppo, Lily
Chanu, Preeti Dubey, Reet,
Chetna, Elin Lakra, Rajni Bala
and Upasana Singh.
Forwards: Rani, Navneet

Kaur, Navjot Kaur, Vandana Katariya, Lalremsiami, Priyanka
Wankhede, Anupa Barla, Udita,
Rajwinder Kaur, Jyoti, Leelavathy Mallamada Jaya, Sharmila
Devi, Amandeep Kaur, Aishwarya Chavan, Lalremsiami,
Sonal Tiwari, Manisha Dhawal
and Alka Dung Dung.

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Opener Jasia Akhtar
who starred in Punjab’s maiden
T20 domestic title triumph last
month, has been named in the
Smriti Mandhana-led Trailblazers along with wicket-keeper
Taniya Bhatia for Women’s T20
Challenge to be played between
May 6 and May 11 at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium, Jaipur.
Jasia’s knock 54-ball knock of 56
runs in the final not only set up
Punjab’s maiden T20 title, it also
established 30-year-old burly

n

Jasia Akhtar

Jasia’s credentials as an attacking opener. Chandigarh-based
all-rounder Harleen Deol, who
plays for Himachal Pradesh, will

n

Harleen Deol

also be part of Trailblazers. Haryana’s Mansi Joshi and Shafali
Verma will be part of Harmanpreet Kaur-led Supernovas and

n

Taniya Bhatia

Mithali Raj-led Velocity, respectively. The teams are likely to
host training sessions in Jaipur
from May 2.
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shortstories
FOUR HELD WITH
34KG CANNABIS
LUDHIANA: The police arrested
four men, including a threewheeler driver, for carrying 34kg
cannabis near Indian Public School
in Shimlapuri. The accused were
identified as Praveen Kumar, Sonu
Kumar, Vijay Kumar and threewheeler driver Manpreet Singh.
Praveen, Sonu and Vijay are
natives of Patna in Bihar, while
Manpreet is a resident of Ludhiana. ADCP Jaskiranjit Singh Teja
said the accused were travelling
in Manpreet’s three-wheeler,
which was also seized by the
police. A case under the NDPS Act
HTC
has been registered.

Teachers’ union disrupts
DEO’s review meeting
LUDHIANA: High drama was
witnessed at a review meeting
between district officials and
school principals on the issue of
low enrolment at Malwa Khalsa
Senior Secondary School, Civil
Lines, as members of a teachers’
union disrupted the meeting. The
union members climbed the stage
to talk to officials and the school
principals also joined them to
blame the officials for forcing
them to enhance enrolment. ››P2

debate of
the week
LOK SABHA
ELECTIONS

HOW TO REIN IN
DEFACEMENT OF
PROPERTIES?
Political hoardings, posters
and banners can be seen
across the city in violation of
the model code of conduct.
Despite notices from the
assistant returning officers of
different constituencies to
the Congress for the illegal
hoardings of party candidate
Ravneet Bittu, the violation
still continues. With filing of
nominations beginning on
April 22, candidates will now
intensify their campaigns,
and more hoardings and
banners are expected to
spring up, defacing government and private property.
What steps should the
Election Commission take to
rein in the menace?
Send your inputs with
your contact information
to ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by April 28.

Chaos reigns as Bittu files nomination
DISORDER Cops watch helplessly as Congress workers descend on the Ferozepur Road, leaving hundreds of commuters stuck in jam for 2 hours
Aneesha Sareen Kumar and
Amarpal Singh
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Filing of nomination
papers by Ludhiana Congress
candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu on
Thursday proved to be a bane for
city residents as a massive road
show prior to his filing of papers
held the entire city to ransom.
In utter disregard for the law,
thousands of Congress supporters riding tractors and twowheelers descended on the busy
Ferozepur Road, a national highway, choking traffic for over two
hours.
The Ludhiana Police, which
had provided a no-objection certificate (NOC) to the district election officer in response to the
road show intimation by Bittu,
remained mute spectators as the
supporters danced to patriotic
songs on the road, amid a flurry
of selfies.
Commuters suffered in agony
as the entire law machinery
seemed to bow before those in
power. Serpentine queues of
vehicles were seen on the entire
1.5 kilometre stretch leading
from Aarti Chowk towards Bhai
Bala Chowk to the Bharat Nagar
roundabout, even as cops struggled to manage the traffic by
diverting vehicles from Sidhwan
Canal. The jam had a cascading
effect on other roads in the
periphery, including the Pakhowal Road, Malhar Road, and
roads in Ghumar Mandi, Gurdev
Nagar and Kochhar Market .
A prominent intersection of
the city on National Highway 95
(Chandigarh-Ludhiana-Ferozepur), Bhai Bala Chowk caters to
traffic from all four directions —
Pakhowal Road, Ghumar Mandi,
towards Bharat Nagar Chowk
and towards Ferozepur.
When questioned, Bittu
shrugged his shoulders in indifference and disregard for the situation, saying he could not help
it. “What can we do when people
come to express their support to
me?” he said, while talking to HT.
Ludhiana deputy commissioner (DC) Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal said permission for the
roadshow was given after receiving NOC from the police.

n

Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu (red turban), accompanied by All India Congress Committee
general secretary Asha Kumari, and his uncle and Congress leader Tej Parkash Singh (left), filing his
nomination papers at the DC office; and (right) a traffic cop trying to manage the jam caused due to the
Congress road show at Bhai Bala Chowk in Ludhiana on Thursday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

POLICE WATCH AS
PUBLIC SUFFERS
The police took no action as Congress workers danced and rallied on foot in the middle of the
road, blocking smooth movement of traffic. Their vehicles
parked on the wrong side of the
road compounded the chaos.
All traffic laws went for a toss
as party workers were seen triple-riding, driving on wrong side
and riding without helmets right
in front of the police.
Jeeps bedecked with Congress
flags, horn-happy youths on
motorcycles, tractors overloaded with supporters, people
perched atop pick-up vans and
supporters taking selfies while
riding two-wheelers were the
order of the day, while commuters watched haplessly.
Sheetal Bawa, who was travelling from Ghumar Mandi to Pakhowal Road, was among those
stuck in the jam. “After creating
such chaos on the roads, how can
the candidate expect us to vote
for him? Repeated requests to
policeman to clear passage for
traffic fell on deaf ears,” she said.
Gaurav Kumar, a businessman, missed his train to Delhi
due to the bottleneck.
“I will never support a candidate, who does not care for the
public,” he said.

LUDHIANA :If its supporters
flouting traffic laws was not
enough, the Congress party
and its candidate Ravneet
Singh Bittu also violated the
model code of conduct by
installing hordes of campaign banners and hoardings
on the Ferozepur Road for his
road show on Thursday.
Party hoardings and posters were found dotting various spots, including direction
boards and government
properties. After his road
show on April 6, the party
was served notices by the
Election Commission for violating the poll code by installing political hoardings.
Rahul Verma, member,
Punjab Road safety Council,
said as per the National Highway Authority of India
norms, no posters or hoardings can be installed along
the national highway, but

₹5.9 CRORE IN ASSETS
Ravneet Singh Bittu filed his
nomination papers before
returning officer and DC Pradeep Kumar Agrawal at 2:30pm.
As per his affidavit, his total

Asha Kumari stuck in jam

n

parties were used to throwing
all norms to wind. Besides
distracting commuters, they
also left commuters confused
when they cannot read the
direction boards, he said.
Jiwanjot Kaur, returning
officer, Ludhiana West, was
not available for comments.
Furious over the poll code
violation at large, SAD-BJP
candidate Mahesh Inder

movable and immovable assets
amount to ₹5.9 crore.
He was accompanied by his
uncle and Congress leader Tej
Parkash Singh; Asha Kumari,
general secretary, All India Con-

MC OFFICIALS ALSO SKIP
ELECTION DUTY, SAY
THE STRIKE WILL
CONTINUE, AND
SANITATION WORKERS
WILL STOP SWEEPING
AND LIFTING GARBAGE
FROM THE CITY, IF THE
ACCUSED ARE NOT
ARRESTED SOON

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A day after a realtor

allegedly rammed his SUV into
an MC official’s car, thrashed a
woman building inspector and
tore off her clothes during a demolition drive at his illegal colony
in Jamalpur Awana, the entire
staff off the Ludhiana Municipal
Corporation (MC) went on strike
on Thursday demanding arrest
of the accused.
Their strike was supported by
the staff of building branches of
the MCs of Amritsar, Phagwara,
Bathinda, Moga, Hoshiarpur
and Patiala.
Bringing work to a complete
halt, MC staff staged a protest
outside the zonal offices and
demanded arrest of the accused
realtor, Gurnam Singh, developer of the illegal Rajan
Estates,and his accomplice, who
have been booked for attempt to
murder. The contractual staff
running the suvidha kendras
also locked their premises and
joined the protest.
Unaware of the strike, a large
number of visitors were forced to
return empty handed from MC
offices and suvidha kendras.
Several MC officials also
skipped poll duty, saying the
strike will continue, and sanitation workers will stop sweeping

n

Members of the MC Employees’ Union holding a protest outside the corporation’s Zone-A office in
Ludhiana on Thursday.
GURMINDER SINGH/H

and lifting garbage from the city,
if the accused were not arrested
immediately.
Members of the Municipal
Employees Sangharsh Committee met mayor Balkar Sandhu,
and later submitted a memorandum to commissioner of police
Sukhchain Singh Gill.
Subsequently, Sandhu called
up the top cop for quick action to

avoid harassment to residents
due to strike by MC staff. The
mayor also directed the MC
building branch to raze all illegal
colonies of the realtor.
Chairman of the employees
union, Ashwani Sahota, said
they will hold a meeting on Friday to decide the next course of
action if the accused were not
arrested.

Despite several attempts,
commissioner of police Sukhchain Singh Gill was not available for a comment. Paramjeet
Singh, SHO, Tibba police station,
said efforts were on to nab the
absconding accused.
YAD PROTESTS OUTSIDE
REALTOR’S HOUSE
Giving political colour to the

matter, members of the Youth
Akali Dal (YAD), led by district
presidents Gurdeep Gosha and
Meetpal Dugri, staged a protest
outside the house of the realtor
in SBS Nagar, claiming that he
was being shielded by Congress
leaders.
SAD-BJP candidate from the
Ludhiana seat, Mahesh Inder
Singh Grewal, and former cabinet minister Bikram Singh
Majithia slammed the Congress
government in the state for “supporting” the realtor.
Majithia said it was shocking
that the police had failed to
arrest the accused, who attacked
the MC in broad daylight.
Grewal alleged that the realtor
was indulging in illegal activities
under the patronage of MP Ravneet Singh Bittu.

Man, woman held with 113gm heroin
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:Police recovered 113gm

heroin from a man and a woman
in separate cases on Wednesday
and Thursday.
Sadar police arrested a man
after recovering 60gm heroin
from his possession on Sua Road
on Wednesday.
The accused was identified as

Vikas Kumar of Hussainpura village, Ludhiana. Police said he
hailed from Ferozepur and came
to Ludhiana over a year ago.
Addressing the media on
Thursday, additional deputy
commissioner of police (ADCP)
Jaskiranjit Singh Teja said
Kumar was travelling between
Thareeke and Jhande on Sua
Road when a police team intercepted him following a tip-off. On

searching him, 60gm heroin was
recovered from him.
Following his disclosure,
police also recovered ₹13,800 in
cash, 85 poly bags and a weighing
machine from his possession.
ADCP Teja said preliminary
investigation had found that the
accused brought the heroin from
Amritsar to supply to customers
here. “We are working to crack
his supply chain,” he said.

As Bittu walked into the DC
office, Punjab cabinet minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu and MLA
Rakesh Pandey asked him,
“Asha madam kithhe?” (asking
where All India Congress
Committee (AICC) Punjab
in-charge Asha Kumari was).
Finding Bittu at a loss for
words, they soon realised that
Kumari’s car was caught in the
jam caused by Congress
supporters outside the DC
office. With only five persons,
including the candidate,
allowed to enter the DC office
to submit nomination, they
waited for Kumari for 10
minutes to join them.

Congress banners and hoardings installed near Bhai Bala
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Chowk on the Ferozepur Road on Thursday.

Demanding arrests, MC staff strike work
HT Correspondent

‘WHO’S THE CANDIDATE?’
As the DC checked his papers, Congress candidate Ravneet Singh
Bittu opted to settle in on a chair in the back, and requested
MLAs Rakesh Pandey and Surinder Kumar Dawar to sit in the front.
This prompted the DC to ask him, “Who is the candidate? You or
them? Please come forward,”, following which Bittu occupied the
seat in the front.

R E A LT O R ’ S AT TAC K O N M C T E A M

n

sidelights

POLL CODE VIOLATED AGAIN WITH HOARDINGS

A case under Sections 22-61-85
of the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act
has been registered.
In another case, a team of the
anti-narcotics cell, Ludhiana
Rural, arrested a woman, identified as Manjit Kaur, of Kulgehna
village, with 53gm heroin.
She was booked under Sections 21-25-61-85 of the NDPS Act
at the Sidhwan Bet police station.

Singh Grewal said apart from
complaining against the Congress and its candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu, he had also
complained against the district administration as the
returning officers (RO) had
failed to perform their duty.
The violations were done in
broad daylight, but the officials failed to act against
HTC
them, Grewal said.

gress Committee; and MLAs
Rakesh Pandey and Surinder
Kumar Dawar.
Later, his wife Anupam Kaur
filed her nomination papers as
the covering candidate.

LABOURER HELD
FOR RAPING,
IMPREGNATING
14-YEAR-OLD
STEPDAUGHTER
HT Correspondent
n

Exasperation all over
Traffic cops appeared equally, if
nor more, exasperated by the
disorder. A policeman manning

Police caught unawares
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP, traffic) Harpreet
Singh said they were prepared
to deal with the traffic situation, but did not expect such a
huge turnout. “The unexpected
crowd during the road show
exacerbated the chaos,” he said.

Troubles abound
Anticipating Bittu’s arrival, the
public was not allowed to enter
the DC office from the front,
much to their chagrin. The
mini-secretariat resembled a
fortress with a huge posse of
policemen pressed into service.

Shatabdi chugs
in with swanky
new Tejas coaches
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The New Delhi-AmritLUDHIANA :A 55-year-old labourer
has been arrested for allegedly
raping and impregnating his
14-year-old stepdaughter.
The matter came to fore when
the victim’s mother discovered
her four-month pregnancy.
In her complaint to the police,
the victim’s mother, a farm
labourer, said she married the
accused around eight years ago
after the death of her first husband in 2009. The accused was
already married, but his family
was living in Bihar.
“I have seven children from
my first marriage, five daughters and two sons, of which three
daughters are married. My
remaining children live with me
and my second husband,” she
said.
A few days ago, she noticed
her 14-year-old daughter’s bulging stomach. On inquiring, her
daughter warily revealed her
ordeal.
“My husband has been raping
my daughter for the past six
months whenever she was alone
at home. When I confronted him,
he threatened me with dire consequences,” she said.
However, she mustered courage and filed a complaint with
the police.
Assistant sub-inspector
(ASI) Piyara Singh, the investigating officer, said acting
swiftly after receiving the complaint, they arrested the
woman’s husband, and
booked him under Sections 376
(rape) and Section 4 (penetrative
sexual assault) of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act at the Focal Point police
station.

the traffic at Bhai Bala Chowk
expressed helplessly, “Asi ehna
netaava layi duty te haan,
public layi nahi (we are deployed here for these politicians
and not for the public).

sar Shatabdi Express (12031)
adorned a new look on Thursday
as it chugged into the Ludhiana
railway station with 17 new
coaches, modelled after the Tejas
trains.
Being used on experimental
basis for two months, the new
coaches offer automatic doors,
bio-vacuum washrooms, free
Wi-Fi and interlocking system,
which allows the train to move
only if all doors are locked.
The air-conditioned coaches
also have large windows for better view, fitted with power-operated curtains, touchscreen
LEDs, smoke detectors and
CCTV cameras. Executive class
offers extra comfort with headrest and footrest facilities.
However, some passengers
complained of being locked in
two minutes after the train
halted, due to the automatic

n

THE 17 NEW COACHES
ARE BEING USED ON
EXPERIMENTAL BASIS
FOR TWO MONTHS;
THEY OFFER LARGE
WINDOWS WITH POWEROPERATED CURTAINS,
AND CCTV CAMERAS
doors.
The New Delhi-Amritsar
Shatabdi Express departs from
the New Delhi railway station at
7:20am on every Thursday to
reach Amritsar at 1:45pm the
same day, after covering a distance of 448 kilometres. On the
way, the boarding and deboarding points include Ambala Cantt,
Rajpura, Ludhiana, Phagwara,
Jalandhar City and Beas.
“Plans are afoot to introduce
more Tejas coaches in Northern
Railway trains,” said Vipin Purohit, station director, Amritsar.

The new coaches have automatic doors, bio-vacuum washrooms,
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
free Wi-Fi and touchscreen LEDs.
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Teachers disrupt review meeting
on increasing student enrolment

19 BUNDLES OF
TEXTBOOKS
STOLEN FROM
PSEB DEPOT

CLASH OF PLANS Teachers oppose pressure to increase intake of students in the wake of poor infra

HT Correspondent

›

Deepa Sharma Sood
n

LUDHIANA: High drama was witnessed at a review meeting
between district officials and
school principals on the issue of
low enrolment at Malwa Khalsa
Senior Secondary School, Civil
Lines, as members of a teachers’
union disrupted the meeting.
The union members climbed
the stage to talk to the officials
and school principals also
joined them to blame the officials for forcing them to
enhance enrolment
To handle the situation, the
deputy state project director
Subhash Mahajan and deputy
district education officer, (secondary), Ashish Kumar, walked
out of the meeting hall and
asked the district education
officer, secondary, Swaranjit
Kaur to continue with the
meeting.
Kaur scolded the school
in-charges, headmasters and
principals as majority of them
joined the union members and
tried to disrupt the meeting. She
said, “The meeting was conducted to improve the enrolment in schools and if the heads
are not interested, no review
meeting will be held.”
As per sources, the district
officials have to attend a meeting regarding enrolment with
the education secretary, Krishan Kumar, on Saturday before
which the district officials have
been conducting meetings with
school heads to discuss how to

SWARANJIT KAUR, district
education officer (secondary)

n

Members of teachers’ union in discussion with deputy state project director Subhash Mahajan at Malwa
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
Khalsa Senior Secondary School, Civil Lines, in Ludhiana on Thursday.

improve enrolment.
The union members said the
reason for low enrolment is the
lack of proper infrastructure.
Mahajan pacified the union
members and said government
is providing new classrooms,
new infrastructure to schools
and there is a need to make
efforts to enhance enrolment in
government middle, high and
senior secondary schools.
To this, the members of the
union said due to the mushrooming of private schools in
the district, parents are more
interested in sending their
wards to those as they provide
better facilities.

170 GOVT SCHOOLS
REPORTED LOW
ENROLMENT
As per analysis by the officials,
it was found that around 170
government schools (63 middle
schools, 61 senior secondary
and 46 high schools) in the district had failed to increase the
enrolment rate.
However, it was also revealed
that enrolment in the district
had increased by 6% from the
last year. In 2018, 1,26,287 students had enrolled in government schools (middle, high and
senior secondary) of the district.
This year, 4,658 more students
had been enrolled in Classes 6 to

12 till date.
Deputy state project director
Subhash Mahajan slammed the
school representative of Government Senior Secondary
School, Bassian, where the
enrolment rate was even lower
than that of last year.
“As per data, 489 students
were enrolled in the school in
the last session while 357 students have been admitted in the
current academic session,” said
Mahajan.
It was also reported that the
school authorities failed to
update the details of newly
enrolled students on the ePunjab portal.

Agri varsity festival brings together
culture and cuisine of 13 countries
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Students from 13 countries, including Bhutan, Nepal,
Afghanistan, Tanzania and Ethiopia, showcased their culture,
cuisine and fabrics at an international student festival organised
at the Punjab Agricultural University on Thursday.
Students from Ethiopia gave a
presentation on their country’s
rich heritage, with special mention to the Hager Fikir Theatre
located in Addis Ababa. Injera, a
traditional cuisine was prepared
an Ethiopia student, which drew
a lot of attention.
They raised questions on
global warming and its ill effects
on animal life especially Ethiopian wolf which is on the brink of
extinction.
Bhutanese students focused
on environment, Bhutan being
the sole country to have 71% forest cover. Bhutan cuisine
included Kewadatshi, a potato
cheese eaten with chilly, which
was prepared by students. Students from Bhutan also presented a cultural show in their
traditional attire with men wearing Gho and women in Kira Giri.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: To make learning of

English and social studies more
interesting for students, the
district and block mentors displayed different methods of
teaching the subjects to teachers
during seminars held at
Government In-service Training
Centre, Bharat Nagar, and Government Senior Secondary
School, Gill village, here on
Thursday.
Around 70 teachers attended
the seminar under ‘Padho Punjab, Padhao Punjab’ where state
project coordinator (English and
social studies) Harpreet Kaur
along with district education
officer (secondary) Swaranjit

Next in the list of low enrolment was Government Senior
Secondary School, Pakhowal,
where the school strength is 254
against last year’s 335. The
school principal said they were
making efforts to improve
enrolment and teachers were
directed to visit door-to-door to
convince parents.
REVIEW MEETING
STARTED OVER
AN HOUR LATE
The review meeting was scheduled to start at 1pm but the district officials got stuck in traffic
due to road show held by Congress and reached the venue at
2:20pm. It was found that many
principals after waiting for half
an hour left the venue.
DEO (secondary) Swaranjit
Kaur informed the school heads
the reason for coming late to the
meeting. She also asked the
school heads to update the
details of new students on ePunjab web portal.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Amarpal Singh
n

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: At least 19 bundles of

textbooks, containing 40 to 50
books per bundle, have been
reported stolen from the Punjab
School Education Board depot
situated at Punjabi Bhawan.
The textbooks of mathematics
Class 3 and social studies of Class
7 were kept at the depot for the
authorities to send them to various blocks.
The textbooks are provided to
students of government schools
free of cost by the board.
The authorities of the PSEB
have ordered an inquiry into the
incident and lodged a first information report (FIR) at Division
Number 5 police station. Board
chairman, Manohar Kant Kalohia, said, “Cameras have been
installed at the depot and the
CCTV footage has been provided
to the police to trace the persons
who have stolen the textbooks.”
Kalohia said, “The CCTV footage shows that two miscreants
reached the depot in an auto
rickshaw at 9am and loaded the
books in the vehicle and fled
from the depot. We have tightened the security at the depot
after this incident.”
“An internal inquiry is going
on to ascertain the person(s)
involved in this theft from the
depot,” he added.

CLASS 3 MATH AND
CLASS 7 SOCIAL STUDIES
BOOKS WERE STORED TO
BE SENT TO SCHOOLS

LUDHIANA: The United States
department of agriculture
(USDA) has selected a Sudharbased farmer for diversified
farming practices, and invited
him to a USDA international
conference to be held in Delhi
next month.
A team from the USDA under
Jeanne F Bailey, minister counsellor for agricultural affairs,
US Embassy, visited Gill Farms
based out of Gurusar Sudhar,
here on Wednesday, and appreciated the techniques and cropping pattern adopted by the
farmer.
The farm spread across 28
acres belongs to Gurpartap
Singh Gill who is carrying forward the agricultural practices
started by his grandfather, Hardial Singh Gill, 40 years ago.

BREAKING THE WHEATPADDY PATTERN
For the last four decades, this
farmer’s family has been into
seed production and are earning
more profits as compared to the
farmers following the wheatrice pattern.
Gurpartap said apart from
profits, the practices followed
by them consume less water and
are rarely affected by weather
conditions.
“I produce marigold seeds on
10 acre land, radish seeds on 15
acres and one acre is reserved
for broccoli seeds. Apart from
this, I produce cucumber on half
an acre land, through net house

INVITES GURPARTAP
SINGH GILL OF GILL
FARMS, BASED OUT
OF GURUSAR SUDHAR,
TO USDA INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
SCHEDULED IN DELHI
NEXT MONTH
farming. I adopt organic ways to
produce the crop. On the
remaining land, I grow fodder
and wheat for personal consumption,” he said.
Gurpartap said he mainly
uses green manure and Punjab
Agricultural University-recommended chemicals but for net
house farming, only bio insecticides are used. He said he earns
₹10,000-15,000 per acre more
than the farmers growing
wheat-paddy.
“I am also encouraging other
farmers to diversify their farming practices. My father Charanjit Singh Gill was also
awarded by the state government in 2006 for diversified
farming and such steps also
motivate others,” he said.
Baldev Singh, chief agricultural officer, Ludhiana, said Gill
Farms has become a model
farm. The farmers are in regular
contact with the agriculture
department and university.
“They keep on taking guidance from experts, and to
encourage other farmers, we
frequently organise farmers’
visits to Gill Farms,” he said.

schoolnotes
ESSAY-WRITING
CONTESTS HELD
FOR SCHOOL KIDS
LUDHIANA: The education department held essay-writing competitions dedicated to the 550th birth
anniversary celebrations of Guru
Nanak Dev at schools across the
state on Thursday. Students wrote
about Guru Nanak’s life and teachings. Deputy district education
officer (secondary), Ashish Kumar,
said thousands of students participated in the competitions organised
at 533 government schools.

Ryan International School
celebrates Yellow Day

n

Students participating in inter-school essay witting competition in Ludhiana on Thursday.

n

Students showing their paper tearing-and-pasting creations at Green Land Senior Secondary Public
HT PHOTO
School, GT Road, in Ludhiana on Thursday.

n

Students of Sant Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public School, Rara Sahib, carrying out an awareness drive
on World Malaria Day near Ludhiana on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

HT PHOTO

LUDHIANA: The Montessori students
of Ryan International School celebrated Yellow Day. Dressed in yellow
attires, students celebrated the day
by tearing and pasting mango
cutouts. They also participated in a
painting activity.

Hindi poem recitation
contest at BCM School
n

Students from Afghanistan presenting their traditional cuisine at the international student festival
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
organised at Punjab Agricultural University in Ludhiana on Thursday.

Muhammad Sheikh from Bangladesh presented a dish named
Kaon Chaal Payesh.
Afghani students brought saffron and green tea which had a
lot of takers. The tea is costly and
difficult to find here, informed
Rehmat Shahidi, a student from

Afghanistan. The Afghani cuisine was based on maize, barley
and rice with Kabuli Pulao being
the main attraction.
Students of Nepal gave a presentation on the neighbouring
country’s tradition, language
and rich culture. Students also

English, SST teachers trained
HT Correspondent

n

The meeting was
conducted to improve
the enrolment in
government schools
but if the heads are not
interested, no review
meeting will be held.

deepa.sharma@hindustantimes.com

US agri dept hails
Sudhar farmer’s
cropping practices

AROUND 70 TEACHERS
ATTENDED THE SEMINAR
UNDER ‘PADHO PUNJAB,
PADHAO PUNJAB’;
URGED BY DISTRICT AND
BLOCK MENTORS TO
ENGAGE STUDENTS
Kaur and district institute education and training (DIET) principal, Jagraon, Rajwinder Kaur
were present.
Deputy state project director,
Subhash Mahajan, while interacting with teachers said to
become proficient, a teacher has
to understand the psyche of students and use engaging activities

to teach subjects. In today’s time,
we cannot trivialise English language, he said.
The state government has
turned many government
schools into English medium to
provide quality education to students.
DIET principal Rajwinder
Kaur guided teachers to use new
ways of teaching through “learning by doing” and completing the
syllabus on time.
District mentor, Subhodh
Verma, urged teachers to adopt
different ways to involve students in classroom interaction
and to clarify different topics.
The teachers were also advised
to use charts, mind mapping
methods to provide practical
knowledge to the students.

focussed on international peace
and said India was providing a
healthy environment to live in.
“International Student Club
acts as a bridge between authorities and international students,”
said SS Kukal, dean, College of
Agriculture.

GGI students
donate stationery
to Khanna school
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Students of Gulzar

Group of Institutes organised a
donation camp at Government
Primary School, Khanna. The
institute conducted an event
named ‘Clinch the Deal’ where
the students displayed their
marketing skills and the amount
earned from the event was utilised to buy notebooks and stationery material for the underprivileged school students.
GGI students said they want to
help the next generation so that
they wouldn’t have to face obstacles in student life. They said
they want to contribute to this
noble cause and become an inspiration for the society.
The executive director of GGI,
Gurkirat Singh, said education
need not be imparted in just
schools and that we must
develop a culture of donating
stationery.

LUDHIANA: BCM School, Dugri,
organised an inter-section Hindi
poem recitation competition for
students of the Primary Wing. The
students recited poems on topics like
planet Earth, nature and importance
of books. The purpose of the competition was to instil a love for poetry
and develop oratory skills among
students.

Workshop on human
behaviour at GMT Public
LUDHIANA: A workshop was held on
Thursday at GMT Public School,
Jalandhar Bypass, on ‘How repeated
action of a human being becomes a
habit and turns into behaviour
pattern.’ Resource person Kitty
Verma guided students on maintaining composure, communicating
effectively and maintaining relationships. Principal Jasbir Kaur Bal spoke
on human social behaviour.

World Malaria Day observed
LUDHIAN: On World Malaria Day,
Bharatiya Vidya Mandir Senior
Secondary School, Chandigarh Road,
organised a special assembly on
Thursday. A Class 8 student spoke on
measures for preventing malaria.
World Penguin Day was also celebrated and a documentary was
shown depicting the species, natural
habitats and prominent facts.

Green Grove students
interact with alumnus
LUDHIANA: Punjab Public Service
Commission examination topper
Harpreet Singh interacted with the
students of Green Grove Public
School on Thursday. Harpreet, an
alumnus of the school advised them
to leave no stone unturned to
achieve their dreams.

Peace Public School hosts
annual principals’ meet
LUDHIANA: Peace Public School
hosted principals’ annual meet of the
Ludhiana Sahodaya School Complex
(West) for the session 2019-20 on
Thursday. Around 35 principals were
in attendance. Spring Dew Public
School principal Navneet Chauhan
was appointed as the director of
Ludhiana Sahodaya School Complex.

Special assembly marks
World Malaria Day
LUDHIANA: Sri Guru Hargobind
Public Senior Secondary School,
Thakkarwal, organised a special
assembly to observe World Malaria
Day on Thursday. Students presented speeches highlighting the
causes and prevention of malaria.

Students presented a play on the
causes, symptoms and prevention.

Students launch campaign to
raise awareness on malaria
LUDHIANA: Class 11 students of Sant
Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public School,
Rara Sahib, along with their class
in-charges carried out an awareness
campaign to commemorate World
Malaria Day. The rally was flaggedoff by principal Dhiraj Thapliyal.

tearing and pasting competition for
Pre-nursery, Nursery and Kindergarten students on Thursday. Students
tore paper bits and pasted them.

Students told about
malaria, its prevention
LUDHIANA: Kundan International
School conducted a special morning
assembly on World Malaria Day on
Thursday. Students were apprised of
the disease and its prevention.

Cross-country race at
Gobindgarh Public School

Investiture ceremony at Guru
Nanak Int’l Public School

LUDHIANA: Gobindgarh Public
School, Mandi Gobindgarh, organised a cross-country race for Middle
and Senior Section students. It was
an open competition. All the four
rounds of the race were flagged-off
by principal Sandeep Marhatha.

LUDHIANA: Guru Nanak International Public School, Model Town,
organised an investiture ceremony
on Thursday. Gulabwinder Singh was
declared head boy, Navnoor Kaur, the
head girl. This was followed by
pinning of badges. Besides the
senior council, the prefects of Classes
2, 5 and 8 were pinned with badges.

Craft contest at Green Land
LUDHIANA: Green Land Senior
Secondary Public School, GT Road,
Jalandhar Bypass, organised a paper

Freshers’ party at Bal Bharati
LUDHIANA: Bal Bharati Public School

organised a freshers’ party, ‘Novato
Fiesta’, for the students of Class 1 on
Thursday. Plenty of fun games were
organised for the children to add to
the entertainment. There were
surprise gifts for the winners.
Children danced and got their
pictures clicked at the special selfie
corner.

The Lakewood celebrates
grandparents’ day
LUDHIANA: The Lakewood School
celebrated grandparents’ day on
Thursday. The grandparents were
welcomed with colourful cards made
by their grandchildren. The special
day saw dance and song performances. Students along with their
grandparents walked on the ramp.

NCC cadets selected at BVM
LUDHIANA: A selection session was
organised at Bharatiya Vidya Mandir,
Kitchlu Nagar, to promote the
enrolment process of National Cadet
Corps (NCC) for the current session.
Around 27 cadets got selected.
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Extended deadline
gets mixed response

Rural police
recover 23,000kg
‘lahan’, 510 bottles
of illicit liquor

NOW SEPT 30 Some hail move, some cite stringent norms

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA : In a joint raid, the
Crime Investigating Agency
(CIA), along with the excise
department, recovered 23,000kg
lahan (mixture used to prepare
country made liquor) and 510 bottles of illicit liquor at Kotumra
village in Sidhwan Bet area of
Ludhiana on Thursday.
The police is investigating the
case to trace the accused but as of
now have registered a case
against unidentified person.
Inspector Iqbal Hussain,
in-charge, CIA staff, Jagraon,
said the raid was carried out on a
tip-off. At the village, they seized
a clay oven, and recovered illicit
liquor and lahan from a pit, which
was covered with a tarpaulin
sheet. He said they registered a
case under Sections 61/1/14 of the
Excise Act at the Sidhwan Bet
police station. Further investigation is underway to trace the
accused.
In another case, head constable Geetinderpal Singh recovered
120 bottles of illicit liquor from
one Gulzar Singh alias Butty of
Bhaini Gujjran village. However,
the accused managed to flee.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: With the deadline for

obtaining a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the Central
Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) for using groundwater
getting extended from March 31
to September 30, the local industry has given a mixed response to
the move.
While a section of industries
including United Cycle and Parts
Manufacturers Association
(UCPMA) and Chamber of Industrial and Commercial Undertakings (CICU) has hailed the decision, the other section including
Fastener Manufacturers Association of India (FMAI) has
demanded exemption of micro
and small enterprises (MSE)
from the purview of the NOC, citing stringent norms.
Before extracting groundwater, industrialists have to apply
for the NOC with the CGWA office
in Chandigarh. Application can
be made online also, but the hard
copies of the documents have to
be submitted at the office in per-

Medical skill
workshops mark
Day 1 of national
conclave at DMCH
HT Correspondent
n

›

The NOC should be
made mandatory for
large units using excess
groundwater. Micro and
small enterprises should
be exempted.
NARINDER BHAMRA, president,
Fastener Manufacturers Assn of India

son. Failure to obtain the NOC in
time results in a penalty of ₹5,000
on the owner of the industrial
unit.
FMAI president Narinder
Bhamra said that though CGWA
has extended the date to obtain

HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: With the Punjab State

Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL) refusing to shift the
forging units using billet heaters from power intensive unit
(PIU) category to general category, the members of the Fastener Manufacturers Association of India (FMAI) have
decided to mover the National
Green Tribunal and the Punjab
and Haryana high court against
the PSPCL.
The decision was taken during a meeting of FMAI held on
Thursday, wherein the members of the association said they
had strongly asked for changing
the category of forging
industry using billet heaters
during a public hearing
of Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission (PSERC)
held in Ludhiana under chair-

manship of commission chairperson Kusumjit Sidhu in February.
The traders said when
PSERC asked the PSPCL to
respond, the latter stayed adamant in keeping use of billet
heaters in PIU category and also
threatened to impose heavy
penalties.
Induction billet heating for
forging allows modern-day
forge shops to quickly heat up
material ensuring uniform temperature. The process does not
generate any environmental
waste products and is a clean
process as opposed to more traditional heating methods that
generate smoke and toxic emissions.
MSES’ CAUSE
“It is unfortunate that
though PSPCL admitted that
use of billet heaters is ecofriendly and eradicate air pollu-

tion, they are discouraging
micro and small units (MSE)
from using this technology,”
said FMAI president Narinder
Bhamra.
“A few months ago, PSPCL
CMD Baldev Singh Sran had
visited Ludhiana and admitted
that use of billet heaters for forging by MSEs is need of the hour
and agreed in principle to
remove the use of billet heaters
up to 500kW from PIU category.
But the response of the PSPCL is
contradictory to it,” Bhamra
said.
Bhamra said they will file a
writ petition in the NGT and
move high court to seek justice
for MSEs and save the environment.
Bhamra said FMAI will hold
rallies, hunger strikes and protests with like-minded associations and ensure that no power
hike takes place after the Lok
Sabha elections.

HT Correspondent
n
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LUDHIANA :CT University’s depart-

During filing of nomination papers by MP Ravneet Singh Bittu on Thursday, Congress MLA
Rakesh Pandey (left) wanted to shake hands with DC Pradeep Kumar Agrawal (right), who
GURPREET SINGH/HT
insisted on greeting him with just folded hands.

DC’s way around a professional handshake
As Congress nominee from
Ludhiana Ravneet Singh
Bittu and other party leaders,
including Ludhiana (North)
MLA Rakesh Kumar
Pandey, entered the office of

the deputy-commissionercum-district election officer
Pradeep Kumar Agrawal to
file his nomination, Pandey
offered to shake hands with
the DC, who responded with

a “namaste”.
After refusing thrice and
then telling Pandey that
it is against the protocol, the
DC finally gave in to his
demand.

Jagraon being deliberately
Grewal offers
punished for supporting AAP: Gill support to
traders
Lambasting the state government for its failure in taking
up development works and
providing basic amenities to
the people of Jagraon constituency, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) candidate Tejpal Gill
said the government was punishing Jagraon residents for
voting for AAP during the
legislative assembly elections. Gill and Jagraon MLA
Sarbjit Kaur Manuke on
Thursday visited ward number 1 of Jagraon and surrounding villages including
Kaunke Kalan, Dangian and
Kothe Rahala.
Gill said it was shocking to
see how successive governments, be it the SAD-BJP or
Congress, have completely
ignored the development of
Jagraon and its surrounding
areas.

Slum dwellers sensitised in Khanna
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The Khanna civil hos-

pital organised an educational
programme for slum population
on the occasion of World Malaria
Day on Thursday.
Pamphlets were distributed
and posters displayed regarding
prevention of malaria.
Senior medical officer Dr
Rajinder Gulati said malaria is a
life-threatening disease caused
by parasites that are transmitted
to people through the bites of
infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. It is preventable and
curable.
Dr Gulati further said that
some population groups are at
considerably higher risk of contracting malaria, and developing
severe disease than others.
These include infants, children
under 5 years of age, pregnant
women and patients with HIV/
AIDS, as well as non-immune
migrants, mobile populations
and travellers.
Dr Gulati said vector control
is the main way to prevent and
reduce malaria transmission. If
coverage of vector control interventions within a specific area is

n

Officials from the Khanna civil hospital during an awareness campaign on malaria at a slum on
Thursday.

high enough, then a measure of
protection will be conferred
across the community. He added
that two forms of vector control
– insecticide-treated mosquito
nets and indoor residual spray-

ing – are effective in a wide range
of circumstances. Wearing
clothes that cover most of the
body and use of insect repellent
on exposed skin also help against
mosquito bites.

HT PHOTO

He said travellers can
prevent malaria through chemoprophylaxis, which suppresses
the blood stage of malaria infections, thereby preventing the
disease.

POSTERS
DISTRIBUTED
AMONG SCHOOL
STUDENTS

n

Students of Christian Medical College and Hospital during a street play to raise awareness on malaria
HT PHOTO
near the civil hospital in Ludhiana on Thursday.

CMCH spreads the word
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The college of nursing

at the Christian Medical College
and Hospital, Ludhiana,
observed World Malaria Day on
the theme of “Zero Malaria

Starts With Me” on Thursday.
Associate professor Sanjeet
Johnson and demonstrater
Bhawna conducted an awareness programme near the civil
hospital, wherein Johnson
shared his views regarding the
mode of transmission of malaria

and its preventive measures.
Nursing interns also performed
a street play and displayed posters on malaria.
The programme was held
under the guidance of CMCH
principal Dr Reena Jairus and
vice-principal Glory Samuel.

LUDHIANA: : The district health
department organised an awareness programme to observe
World Malaria Day at ShaheedE-Azam Sukhdev Thapar Government Senior Secondary
School, Bharat Nagar, on Thursday. The programme was organised under the guidance of district epidemiologist Ramesh
Kumar and civil surgeon Parvinder Pal Singh Sidhu.
School students in all blocks
of Ludhiana district were educated about the disease and preventive measures to be taken.
Posters and pamphlets were distributed among them. A drawing
competition was also organised.
School principal Kamaljit Kaur
and Ludhiana municipal corporation member Vipal Malhotra
helped with the organisation of
the programme.
Meanwhile, senior health
department official Manjit
Singh, the district epidemiologist and Koom Kalan block medical officers also organised a function in which fish were released
into the village pond at LadHTC
howal.

Kular Cricket Club lifts title at CT varsity meet

POLLBUZZ

n

03

D AY

Traders’ body to move court
against hike in power tariff
n

Undergraduate Medical Conference (NUMCON 2019) began at
the Dayanand Medical College
and Hospital (DMCH) on Thursday with several hands-on training workshops, lectures and
other interactive academic sessions.
Experts conducted workshops on basic surgical, clinical,
orthopaedic and laboratory
skills, life support, emergency
and critical care, clinical obstetrics, cardiology, and radio diagnosis.
DMCH principal Sandeep
Puri said NUMCON had entered
its fourth consecutive year
under which medical students
are given a chance to learn from
hands-on training sessions and
workshops.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com
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INDUCTION FORGES

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A two-day National

consent for all types of industries
till September 30, the guidelines
and rules framed are stringent
and MSEs cannot comply with
the formalities. “Though several
industrialists have applied for
NOC by paying huge fee to consultants, most of the cases were
rejected on one ground or the
other,” Bhamra said.
FMAI also demanded formation of Punjab Ground Water
Authority (PGWA) as announced
by chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh in August last year.
Bhamra said that the industrialists were facing harassment at
the hands of the CGWA in the
absence of PGWA.
“The engineering industry
uses nominal amount of water for
industrial use and a major quantity for domestic use. The NOC
should be made mandatory for
large units using excess groundwater. MSEs should be
exempted,” said Bhamra.
However, UCPMA president
Inderjit Singh Navyug welcomed
the move stating that a large
number of industrialists had
failed to obtain the NOC.

n

W O R L D

ludhiana

“Not only was there a serious lack of infrastructure
development
in
the
town but also disregard for
the needs and civic amenities
of the people of Jagraon,” he
said. Manuke said lack of
proper sewer system and garbage collection had led to serious health issues in Jagraon.
“Despite Jagraon being a a
major mandi and centre of
commercial activities catering to a large number of villages, waterlogging was also a
major issue in many parts of
the town.
Gill said that even the
main road, which is the lifeline of the town, is in a pitiable
condition and despite
repeated requests by the MLA
to recarpet the road, nothing
has been done to provide
relief.

SAD-BJP candidate Mahesh
Inder Singh Grewal conducted a meeting with the residents and industrialists in
ward number 41 on Thursday. SAD in-charge of Atam
Nagar halqa Gurmeet Kular
and district SAD president
Ranjit Dhillon were also
present in the meeting
wherein Grewal said the country will excel under the leadership of PM Narendra Modi.
Grewal assured traders of
complete support and said he
will work as a bridge
between the public and the
Centre. “The sitting MP has
completely failed to take up
development in the city, said
Grewal, asking who the
opposition parties will field
as a candidate for PM.

COMPILED BY ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR AND HARSIMRAN SINGH BATRA

ment of sports organised the second under-21 CT Premier Cricket
Tournament at its sports complex wherein 16 teams from various academies and schools from
Ludhiana participated. The
matches were played in two pools
- Pool A and Pool B.
Under Pool A, the teams that
participated were CP Cricket
Academy, Kular Cricket Club,
Bharowal Academy, Kamla Lohtia Cricket Academy, Bharwal
Academy, CT Public School,
Maqsudan, and New Star Academy, Ludhiana, whereas under
Pool B, Sunrise Cricket Centre
Academy, KCB Academy, Sunrise Cricket Academy, GAD

Free health
check-up camp
held for women
jail inmates
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: : A public health

awareness programme was conducted by the Dayanand Medical
College and Hospital (DMCH) at
the women’s cell of Ludhiana
central jail here on Thursday.
During the programme,
around 107 inmates were provided free medical check-up
along with blood sugar testing,
electrocardiography and blood
pressure testing. They were
examined by a team of doctors
and technical staff from various
specialties including general
medicine, endocrinology and
gynaecology.
The inmates were educated
about good eating habits and precautions to be taken to lead a
healthy life. They were also told
the early detection of disease is
helpful in proper and timely
cure.
Jail superintendent Damanjit
Kaur Walia thanked the DMCH
management for conducting the
programme.

Academy, GNA Phagwara, IPS
School, and Cricket Club, Khosa,
participated.
After the final match, Kular
Cricket Club won with 15 runs
and was awarded cash prize of
₹21,000, and runner-up team
Cricket Club, Khosa, was
awarded ₹11,000. Gurveer Singh
from Kular Cricket Club won best
batsman award, Sandeep Singh
from Cricket Club, Khosa, won
best bowler award, and Happy
from Kular Cricket Club got ‘Man
of The Series’ Award.
Vice-chancellor Harsh Sadawarti, while congratulating the
winners, said, “Such platforms
let a student bring out his best and
contribute toward the development of nation. The need of the
hour is not intelligent as well as fit
and active youth.”

n

Members of Kular Cricket Club with their prizes after winning the second under-21 CT Premier
HT PHOTO
Cricket Tournament at CT University in Ludhiana on Thursday.

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE

DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm

"
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Millennial parents’ worry
RISING COSTS Though millennial parents are
stretching budgets to offer their kids the best, experts
believe there needs to be a practical approach, keeping
in mind the increasing expense on education

THE COST OF EDUCATION
1989

2019

Inflation

INCOME
Sonali Chowdhury
n

who has a three-year-old daughter and is
expecting a second child, echoes the
same sentiments. Ghare, who works as
a freelance consultant in the oil and gas
industry, grew up in a chawl and wants
to offer his kids things that he has been
deprived of. Millennial parents like
Chadhoke and Ghare are stretching
their budgets to offer their kids a lifestyle, which is way costlier than what
they received. To meet higher expenses,
both parents end up taking full-time
jobs, often leaving kids with minimal
family support.
“The average expense on a child,
including education, is around 15-25% of
the total expenses of a family. This is the
biggest chunk of the total expenses
incurred by a family if you exclude the
burden of a home loan,” says Nitin B.
Vyakaranam, founder and chief executive officer, ArthaYantra, a Telenganabased investment advisory firm.
Of the total childcare expenses, the
cost of education and healthcare
increases at a faster pace, considering
the double-digit inflation. “India has one
of the highest costs of education for private schools to gross domestic product
(GDP) per capita ratio, which comes to
around 92.59%,”addsVyakaranam.This
indicates that the cost of education in
India for private schools is very high as
compared with the average per capita
income of an individual.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: From education to healthcare,

millennial parents are leaving no stone
unturned to offer their children a perfect
lifestyle. However, thanks to exorbitant
school fees, steep health care costs and
maintaining that perfect lifestyle, millennial parents can’t seem to keep their
calm.
Take for instance, New Delhi-based
Nidhi Chandhoke, 34, a mother of a twoand-half-year-old boy, who says today’s
kids are spoilt for choices. After Chandhoke, who works as an editor with
Springer Nature India Pvt. Ltd., had her
son, she took efforts to learn more about
baby products through online platforms,
but, unconsciously ended up getting
hooked to international brands. From
purchasing her son’s first Carter’s dress
to SebaMed baby shampoo, she mostly
orders products on the higher end of the
price range. The reason: She wants to
give her child the best, even at the cost of
overlooking her budget several times.
Mumbai-based Mahesh Ghare, 36,

n

RISING COST OF EDUCATION
Exorbitant school fee in metros have
become a nightmare for parents, forcing
parents’ association in Hyderabad to
move the courts for a respite. This has
now turned into a social menace where
parents are lured by standards of education which comesat a premium. InMumbai, too, the situation is no different. “In
Maharashtra, fees can be revised every
two years and school can’t demand or
collect any fee without taking approval
as per the Act.
However, in the past five years, there
has been a 30% to 400% increase in fee in
private schools. In some schools, the fee
has risen from ₹40,000 to more than ₹2
lakh and the government has failed to
regulate it,” said Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai, president, India Wide Parents
Association and advocate at Bombay
high court.
Steep childcare and education costs

Mahesh Ghare, a consultant in the oil-gas industry in
Mumbai, says he wants to offer his daughter a
lifestyle that he could not afford while growing up,
even if its means stretching the budget.
HT PHOTO

■

Education inflation
currently is upward of
10%, in-short
planning for future
cost and calculation,
one should consider
same

■

Pre-primary cost
should not be an
indicative or base
figure for the primary
and later, school cost,
(next 10 years), as it
increases by almost 3
to 5 multiples on the
pre-primary/initial
cost annually

The cost of education tends to grow faster than income. Here is a look at the cost
of education in 1989 and 2019 in Nidhi Chandhoke's household.
(Figures in )

EXPENSES

10,000

9%

POST GRADUATION EXPENSES

11%

1,200

1,40,000

40,000

15,00,000

27,833

Combined salary
(Husband and wife)

13%

Annually

Schooling & other
expenses monthly

(

2019

1989

Inflation

School tuition fees

2,000

200

8%

Day care

2,333

-

-

Medical cost

6,250

150

Entertainment cost

2,500

100

13%
11%

Maid

10,000

-

-

Tuition fee

3,500

250

College fees

1,250

500

9%
3%

Not in scale)

■

Figures are indicative and not actual
Source: Moneyfrog, online financial planning platform
Living and food costs which is over and above is not factored in
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Based on our sample
size, in a city like
Mumabi orDelhi, to
raise or educate
(Class 1-10) a child,
annual cost is upward
of 1.8 lakhs or 15k
monthly, which covers
school fees, books,
uniform, tuition fees,
sports and other
activities

MUMBAI: Thefirstmonthofthefinancial
year 2019-2020 is about to end and most
of you must have been asked to declare
your investments. If you are in your
firstjobandwonderingwhyitisimportant to declare your investment now,
HTMoney tells you why.
If you are a salaried employee, your
employer will ask you to declare your
investmentsthatyouplantoundertake
at the beginning of the financial year.
This helps your employer calculate
your taxable income and deduct tax
deducted at source (TDS) accordingly.
“Themostcommonformofinvestment
declarations is for sections 80C, 80D,
home loan interest and principal and
house rent allowance,” said Melvin
Joseph,aMumbai-basedfinancialplanner.
Tax-saving investments such as
equity-linked savings schemes, public
provident fund and approved mutual

INVESTMENT DECLARATION
HELPS YOUR EMPLOYER
CALCULATE YOUR TAXABLE
INCOME AND DEDUCT
TDS ACCORDINGLY

fund schemes are a few investments
you can declare to save your taxes.
Sometax-savingexpendituresthatyou
mayundertakethroughouttheyearare
homeloaninterestandprincipal,house
rentallowance,medicalinsurancepremiums, tuition fee for children and
repayment of education loan. “Once
youinformyouremployerinvestments
you planto undertake,your tax obligation will be reduced accordingly, and
TDSwillbeevenlyspreadoutthroughout the year and deducted every
month,”saidShyamSunder,founderof
PeakAlpha Investment Services.
Adiscrepancycanhappenwhenyou
either declare more tax-breaks or less,
which means you have either paid
lesser or more taxes throughout the
year.“Thisisthereasonwhyyourcompany asks you to file your investment
proof in January and not In the
last month of a financial
year.Incaseofashortfallin
your targeted tax-saving
investments, your taxes for
the last three months of the
financial year will be calcuHere are a few investment options to save your
lated again and the TDS
taxes throughout the year
deducted will go up,” Sunder added. As a result, your
EXEMPTION CAP
VARIABLE
monthly take-home comes
OF 1.5 LAKH
down in the last three
EXEMPTION CAP
months.
Insurance: Payment towards Medical insurance
life insurance policies, ULIP
Declaring your investpremium: 25,000
ments
at the beginning of
exemption
is
allowed
Mutual fund: Subscription
the financial year leaves
for non-senior citizens
to an approved mutual fund
you with more disposable
and 50,000 for senior
of India
citizens
income in the coming
n Public provident fund
months.
“The need to do
Repayment of
n National saving certificate
investment declarations
education loan: The
stemsfromyourcompany’s
n Housing loan principal
interest can be claimed
requirement to deduct the
for exemption
n 5-year fixed deposit
right amount of TDS from
NPS schemes: A
n Tuition fee for children
your salary,” said Sunder.
maximum of 50,000 can
Your employer would not
n Sukanya Samriddhi
be invested and claimed
want
the amount to be too
Scheme
for exemption
lowbecausethentheywould
not meet their statutory
Source: HTResearch
obligations, whereas too
Note: Common investment avenues have been chosen. The
Income Tax Act provides for more exemptions in other
high a TDS would imply
categories as well.
extra monetary burden on
you.

HAVE YOU DECLARED YOUR
INVESTMENTS YET?

1

What it means: Nomination means
that you will be authorising another
person to administer the claim
proceeds in case it becomes a death
claim, said Nikhil Apte, chief
product officer, Royal Sundaram
General Insurance Co. Ltd. It is
mandatory to have a nominee in a
policy.

2

Nominee vs beneficiary: Nominee is
just an administrator for the claim
proceeds under the insurance policy
in the event of death of the policy
holder. Beneficiary is the person
who actually receives the money in
the event of death, said Apte.
Nominee and beneficiary can be the
same person for the policy, he
added.

TERM OF THE DAY

n

New-Delhi based editor, Nidhi Chandhoke, mother of two-year-old Yuvraj, says she
often tends to overlook budget while buying things for her son. The reason: She wants
SANCHIT KHANNA/HT
to give him the best.

often compel millennial parents to have
a single child. “Earlier, schools were run
by charitable trusts with the intent to
offer service to the society, but today
schools are run purely for profit. There
is a section of parents who equate costs
with good education. However, most
parents also don’t have the option to
send their children to schools with reasonable fees because of the limited seats.
Education cost is acting like a birth control pill where millennial couples are
now forced to opt for a single child,” says

WHAT IS IT?

revati.krishna@htlive.com

Here's what you should keep in mind
while picking your nominee

3

Ashish Naredi, executive member,
Hyderabad School Parent’s Association.
ASPIRATION VS REALITY
Schools have now become aspiration
and a status symbol, pushing millennial
parents towards debt. “Most millennial
parents are disconnected with reality.
The attitude of giving the best of the best
to kids leads to debt and credit card
defaults. You have to consider the right
choices and be practical. You can always
delay gratification and focus on other

Investment goals: Is overseas travel cover worth it?
Declare, stick to it
n

RIGHTSOFNOMINEEIN
INSURANCEPOLICIES

important needs,” says Suresh Sadagopan, founder, Ladder7 Financial AdvisoWho can be a nominee: The
ries. Millennial parents are in a rat race
nominee does not have to be a
and don’t want to miss out on certain
legal heir/beneficiary. They can be
kind of aspirational lifestyle as well, say
any family member or friend. In
experts. “If you the compare cost to
case your nominee is a minor, they
“baby-boomers”, it will only give heartshould have a legal guardian at the
burns, as things have changed drastitime of buying the policy.
cally over the last 15 years, in terms of
access, options and price points. In a
metro, the total cost of a kid’s education,
from primary to graduation, will be
around ₹50 lakh, which is huge,” says
Manoj Chahar, founder, Moneyfrog, an
online financial planning platform.
SURRENDER
The healthcare cost of a child is unaVALUE
voidable, but it can be managed with
medical insurance. However, there is no
WHAT IS IT?
alternative to education. One should
Surrender value is the amount of money you
select a school keeping in mind situareceive when you withdraw a policy before its tenure
tions wherein if one of the partners
is complete. "There is no surrender value in term and
drops out of employment for a cerhealth plans as there is no element of savings involved in
tain period or takes a home loan, the
it," said Anand Prabhudesai, co-founder, Turtlemint.
family should not be in a state of crisis. Moreover, experts feel parents
WHERE IS IT APPLICABLE?
should start a conversation with
For endowment plans there is a guaranteed surrender
value, mentioned in a schedule given to you at the time
kids about expenses to make them
of buying the policy. For ULIPs, surrender value
realise the importance of financial
depends on fund value at the time of surrendering,
independence. “A child accustomed to
he said. Insurers also levy surrender charges. For
a certain lifestyle may find it difficult to
ULIPs, no surrender charges are levied after
manage on his own. It is better to bring in
five years of the policy. In endowment
discipline from early years,” adds Sadaplans, charges are not levied
gopan. It’s important to prepare the child
after some years.
so that they are able to take care of their
long term needs.

moneybasics

Revati Krishna

quickguide

A travel insurance
plan is meant to
provide you cover
for medical emergencies while travelling overseas.
However, medical
emergencies are
not the only things that such policies
cover. “Your travel insurance plan may
coverlossofbaggage,flightdelays,transportationofmortalremainsfromanother
country, loss of passport, flight hijack,
etc,”saidLovaiiNavlakhi,founder,International Money Matters Pvt Ltd.
Schengen countries make it mandatory
for you to have a travel cover. You can
buytheplaninadvanceandmakeitapplicable from your travel date, said Navlakhi. You can buy the plan for a year or
makeitaone-offexpense,saidNavlakhi.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
The costs of the
insurance cover
vary depending on
the country and
suminsured.“Saya
30-year-old is buying a travel insurance plan which
hasamedicalsuminsuredof$50,000,personal accident cover of $15,000 and other
travel inconvenience covers for a 15-day
trip. The premium for worldwide countries including the US and Canada, is
around ₹1,257 plus taxes and for worldwide countries excluding the US and
Canada is ₹871 plus taxes,” said Bhaskar
Nerurkar, head of health claims, Bajaj
AllianzGeneralInsurance.Demarcation
of personalaccidentcoveranda medical
sum insured is not present in all travel
plansandhasbeenusedanexamplehere.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
If you are a frequent traveller,
then it is essential
for you to buy a
travel insurance
plan keeping in
mind possible
medical emergencies and consequently high medical
costs in other countries. “Medical costs
abroad are at least 6-7% more than what
you are charged in India and generally
an equivalent medical procedure costs
50-100% more in the US than other
countries,” said Nerurkar. “Those who
travel more than twice a month and on
short notices, should definitely go for an
annual overseas travel insurance
plan,” said Navlakhi. Other travellers
can insure their travels on a per-trip
basis.

TOUR TIPS

Want to travel? Don’t borrow for it
HT Correspondent
n

credit score which can be harmful for
your future borrowings.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Where are you going next?

What are your travel plans for this
year? These friendly questions often
crop up during conversations with
friends and family. As more and
more Indians are taking holidays
or vacations at regular intervals, it
is obvious that someone in your
friend circle is likely to travel every
month. Many tend to give into the
peer pressure or feel the urge to
travel just because everyone else
is. Vacations are good and everyone should have the option to take
regular breaks. However, it is
important to keep an eye on the
travel cost. Here is how you should
plan your travel kitty and why taking
a loan to travel is a bad option.
DON’T BORROW TO TRAVEL
Financial planners suggest that you
should not take a loan for any
expenses, including travel. Travel
loans are basically personal loans.
As these loans are unsecured ones,
the interest rates are higher and can
usually range between 12-20% per
annum. You also have to pay a proc-

ILLUSTRATION: SHRIKRISHNA PATKAR

essing fee which is 1-2% of the loan
amount. Say, you need ₹2 lakh to
travel to London. At an interest rate
of 15% for a tenure of two years, you
will end up paying ₹2.37 lakh-₹32,000
as interest and ₹4,000 as processing
fee at 2% of the loan amount. In case
you fail to repay the loan on time, you
will have to pay a penalty and it will
also have a negative impact on your

SAVE AND SPEND
Instead of borrowing, you can
save money. For the same
trip, which costs ₹2 lakh,
you can start by setting
aside ₹16,700 every month
and without putting it in
any financial instrument,
you will have ₹2 lakh in a
year.
If you put the
amount in a recurring
deposit which gives
you 8% return, you will
need to put ₹15,958 aside.
If the trip is two years
away, you need to put aside ₹7,660 to
reach the target amount, without factoring in inflation. Instead of giving
in to instant gratification, delay your
trip so that you have enough money.
You can also consider fixed deposit
and debt fund instruments to save
and invest money to fulfil your shortterm needs such as a holiday. Taking
a loan can make your trip more
expensive, whereas saving first can
bring down the cost. So, plan ahead
and don’t give into the temptations.

BANKS CUT RATES
MARGINALLY
Here are the banks that have reduced
MCLR rates after the repo rate cut

(in%*)
Bank
name

MCLR before
April 4*
6-month

Bank of
Maharashtra
IDBI Bank
J&K Bank
State Bank
of India
Federal
Bank
Indian
Overseas
Bank
Syndicate
Bank

MCLR after
April 4*

1 yr

6-month 1-yr

8.55
8.65
8.8

8.75
9.05
9

8.5 8.7
8.6
9
8.75 8.95

8.4

8.55

8.35

8.5

9.1

9.2

9.05

9.15

8.5

8.7

8.6

8.65

8.5 8.65
8.55

8.6

Note: Data as on April 17, 2019. Table
contains data of only such banks that
have changed interest rate on or after
April 4, 2019. The list is not claimed to be
exhaustive, there could be more banks
that have changed the rates but not are
not reflected in the table
Source: Bankbazaar.com

RETURNS
ON EQUITY
If you had invested in equity, here
is how this asset class would have
performed.

(in %)

14.01

14.96

14.88

14.17

11.51

1 year

3 yrs

5 yrs

10 yrs

15 yrs

Sensex data as on April 19, 2019
Source: Bloomberg
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‘NOT COOL
WITH WEB
CONTENT’
Actor Salman Khan says that he is
not in favour of digital shows as
there is no censorship and kids
have access to it; adds that there
needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been an
actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old, who
made his big screen debut in
1988, entered the industry
wanting to be a director. Acting
just happened to him and the
gig has been going on for 30
years now. However, Salman
says that direction is
something that he is extremely
passionate about, and he will
definitely direct at some point
in the future. Excerpts from an
interview:

S

You have been part of several
projects. How do you look at your

projects and choose to be a part of
them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or a
husband. Every actor should
see the film in totality from the
audience’s perspective.
Is playing roles that require
physical transformation tougher
for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a
prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a journey
from the age of nine to 27 to 35

Red alert:
Embracing
the fiery and
feisty colour

Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann Khurrana
are among the coolest siblings
in the show business and
share a great camaraderie.
And what keeps the two
close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever
we are there, that is our
partner in crime thing. Then
there’s desi mithaai, gajar ka
halwa, gulab jamun, which we
call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids.
“We never really played
pranks; we were not too much
of prank people. We never
even in a fun way bullied each
other; we were just two cute
boys (laughs). Also, on Diwali,
we would take out our car to
go and distribute mithaais
together,” he says.
“The one thing which I
miss, however, is not sharing

A

I started my career wanting to be a director so I think
that I will do that at some point in the future. But I will
make a very small film.
SALMAN KHAN, ACTOR
to 45 to 70. So I am playing all
those age groups in Bharat.
You saw that in Sultan (2016),
too. The amount of work that
went into it is 10 times more
than what I put in any other
film. Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this always
has to be done in a short span of
time. Earlier, it was easier, but
now, of course it’s tougher.

A lot of your contemporaries are
working on interesting projects in
the digital space. Does that entice
you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I
don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital platforms.
In films, if there are three-four
extra punches, it gets censored
and we get an A certificate. We

get a U/A certificate only when
we cut some scenes but on the
web, they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be an
appointed body that takes that
call. My problem is that young
kids are also watching
it because everyone has access
to a phone. So, that’s not cool
with me.

Does direction interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my career
wanting to be a director so I
think that I will do that at some
point in the future. But I will
make a very small film. Badi
picture ka matlab yeh nahi
hota ki production mein paisa
kharch karo, it means bada plot
hona chahiye, and content
bada hona chahiye.
n

Actor brothers Aparshakti Khurana and Ayushmann Khurrana
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

clothes with him anymore
because of the fashion police!
We used to share a lot of
clothes earlier before we
became actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If
possible, I would really want
to break these barriers. We
are brothers,” says
Aparshakti, who was recently
seen in Luka Chuppi.
So, how has the equation
between the two changed, if it
has at all?
“We are the same, and have
only become closer. Earlier,
we were not staying in the
same city. He had moved to
Mumbai way before I did,
about two-and-a-half years
back. And I shifted after
Dangal. Once you stay in the
same city, you come close,”
he says.
On what’s keeping him
busy, he reveals, “I am
shooting for a film, tentatively
titled, Kanpur or Kanpuriye.
There’s also Street Dancer 3D;
only the climax is left.
Though, I am not dancing in
the film (laughs).”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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Ankita Rawat
hey say, when in doubt
wear red. But, the bright
hue has gone missing from
the north Indian wedding scene
with brides opting for lighter
shades such as pastels, pink,
ivory, etc. The only constant
for the colour is perhaps
Louboutin’s sole. However, of
late the colour has been widely
embraced by
A-listers from Bollywood, the
sole validation millennials
seek. And, they seem to be
doing the ‘lal salaam’ when it
comes to dressing for red
carpet events, film promotions,
and even airport looks. From
gracing stunning scarlet red
saris to donning the colour in
athleisure at the airport, BTown celebs are practically
wearing the feisty colour
almost everywhere, bringing it
back on the trend list.
Designer Narresh Kukreja
attributes the colour’s
comeback to its vibrancy. “As
vibrant as red is, it is a
year-round colour. From
livening up the most mundane
work-wear, to adding a little
quirk to the breezy resort wear,
it sets the right mood for both,
day and evening gettogethers.”
Designer Shubhika Sharma
echoes the sentiment. “We
recently saw the emergence of
neons, reinstating that loud
colours are in this season. So, if
you want to wear something
classy, go for red as it is a
striking colour and goes with
the whole vibe of the season.”
The fact that red suits almost

T

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
ASLISONA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
DEEPIKAPADUKONE

ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”

Clockwise from top) Alia Bhatt,
Deepika Padukone, Parineeti
Chopra and Sonakshi Sinha
all skin tones adds to its charm.
“There’s a right red for almost
every skin tone. If your
complexion is fair, go for a
brighter shade like scarlet and
if you like it mellow, then go for
dark crimson,” says designer
Nachiket Barve.
So how can one style the
colour right? “For an
athleisure look, go for a glowydewy skin with hair tied back.
For evening wear, keep the
look minimal,” advises
Shubhika.
Nachiket follows the same
school of thought. “With red,
keep the styling minimal,
understated and classy. In
terms of fabric, it looks best in
rich fabrics. Red looks terrible
and tacky in cheap fabrics.”
For evening wear, he
suggests, “Keep the accessories
to a bare minimum. When it
comes to embellishment,
unless you are wearing ethnic,
stay away from too much

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME

Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

AVENGERS ENDGAME
LEAKED ONLINE
he much-awaited
Avengers: Endgame
has become the latest
victim of piracy.
Reportedly, piracy website
TamilRockers has leaked a
cam print of the entire
film online two days
before its release.
Reportedly, the film is
expected to open at a
whopping ₹40 crore.

T
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ SANJANABATRA

metallic. Keep the make-up
balanced with the red. While
opting red for formal wear, a
good fit is very important
because the colour is so strong
and every stitch mistake gets
amplified.”
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

Selma
Blair
PHOTO:
AFP

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In the 1995 hit film Dilwale Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge, pRoduceR Yash ChopRa wanted
Milind Gunaji foR PaRmeet Sethi’s Role. But
Milind Refused to shave off his beaRd.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BKEOR
JTIOS
ADELNT
AC MUUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the
first celebrity she had
ever shot

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

IANS

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This
Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
Blair said in a statement.

- Leon TRotsky (11)

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ActorSelmaBlair’s
CruelIntentions
throwbackmoment

_____ aRe always veRbose.

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar
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Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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‘Angry’ Pamela Anderson
storms out of fundraiser
ormer Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson
stormed out of a football
fundraiser in Marseille after
€100,000 were earmarked for
fire-damaged Notre-Dame
rather than for children in the
French port city.
Tuesday night’s gala,
which was organised by
Olympique Marseille, one of
France’s most decorated
football clubs, was flagged as a
fundraiser for children in
need.
But the decision to channel
the sum to Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, which was
badly damaged
by a huge fire early last
week, drew a swift rebuke
from Anderson on
Wednesday.
“Last night we attended
@OM_Officiel annual Gala to
help raise money for youth
suffering in Marseille — full of
good intentions while raising
a meaningful amount of EUR
(euro) for a great cause. Then
‘big surprise auction item’
came to raise money for
rebuilding Notre Dame???”
she wrote on Twitter.
“Surely the children
suffering in Marseille could
have used the €100,000 more
than the church that has
already received over a

F

billion in donations by
billionaires,” she railed.
“I hope they will
reconsider and give to
where it is needed, to the
community here in
Marseille where it was
intended. And would go much
further in making lives
better.”
The 51-year-old actor and
model, who holds both US and
Canadian citizenship,
attended the fundraiser with
her partner Adil Rami, an
Olympique Marseille

defender.
She also tweeted that “they
raised almost twice as much
money for the fabulous Bruce
Springsteen guitar as they did
all night for the kids.”
“I was so angry, and
disappointed. I asked Adil if
we could leave. We did.” That
tweet was later deleted.
Without replying directly
to her remarks, Olympique
Marseille said the total
amount raised during the
evening was €439,760.

AFP

Pamela Anderson
PHOTO: STEPHANE MAHE/REUTERS

ONLYTRUEWINNERS
WILLBECLICKED
UPON: BOMANIRANI
Today, if you look at
the OTT platforms,
there are so many
choices for you. If in
the first 10 minutes
you can’t grab them
[audiences] with
sharp writing, they
will pick another one!
BOMAN IRANI
ACTOR-PRODUCER

Rishabh Suri
ctor Boman Irani has his
hands full right now with
projects such as Made in
China and Drive. And
recently, he also announced his
venture into production with
his own house!
What many people don’t
know is that one of the reasons
behind this decision is the
actor’s love for writing, and he
feels that it’s time we value
writers in Bollywood. He says,
“It is time now that people
should value writers, pay them
well... they spend time alone,
coming up with things. Today,
if you look at the OTT
platforms, there are so many
choices for you. If in the first 10

A

minutes you can’t grab them
[audiences] with sharp writing,
they will pick another one!
They don’t have to stand at the
theatre and go ‘let’s watch this
one, or that one’. Earlier, you
saw one poster, today there are
five. And in your TV, you see
500 little posters! Only true
winners will be clicked upon,
and watched for 10 minutes, as
the attention span of people has
gone down really badly. Your
writing has to be sharper!”
Asked whether he has
started working on his first film
as a producer, he says, “Yes. It
is a relationship-based slice-oflife film. I hope it says more
than just ‘being from life’. It
should resonate with people.
And the relationships [I am

exploring in the film] are not
necessarily between a man and
woman, but between anyone —
father and son, mother and
daughter; why people who love
each other don’t necessarily get

along, like a house on fire.”
“We are putting the
finishing touches, and will cast
soon. We don’t need a big cast,”
he shares.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

A still from
the song
First Class
(Kalank)

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
First Class
Kalank Title Track
Coca Cola
Ghar More Pardesiya
Yeh Jawani
Slowly - Slowly
Vaddi Sharaban
Tu Mila Toh Haina
Teri Mitti
Ankh Maarey

Kalank
Kalank
Lukka Chuppi
Kalank
Student Of The Year 2
Guru Randhawa Ft. Pitbull
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
Kesari
Simmba
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NOTCOMFORTABLEWITH GOT
SEXSCENE?DEAL WITH IT!
Arya Stark of Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams has
responded to the collective social media shock by
saying that she watched the scene with her family

aisie Williams has
responded to the
divided fan reactions
following her much
talked about sex scene in the
latest episode of Game of
Thrones, by pointing out that
if anyone should be feeling
awkward about the sequence,
it should be her as her entire
family watched it.
The sex scene between Arya
and Gendry (Joe Dempsie)
was arguably one of the most
shocking moments in another
buildup episode of the series’
final season.
The fans knew about the arc
between the two characters —
Gendry was Arya’s crush and
he also found comfort in her
friendship, especially since
they have journeyed together
before getting separated. Even
then, many felt, the timing of
the development was amiss.
Some said Arya was too
young to have sex. “Ok, I didn’t
like the Arya sex scene in the

M

newest episode of Game of
Throne, and not only because
it was awkward to see the
person that was once a child for
so long naked, but anyway the
rest of the episode was a pretty
solid 8.5/10, I’m kinda hopeful
for the rest of this season,” a
user wrote. “When you’ve been
waiting for Gendry and Arya to
get together for 4 seasons and it
finally happens, but then they
start getting naked...” a user
tweeted. Others wondered

WHILE SOME FANS
CONTEND ARYA WAS
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE
SEX, OTHERS FELT
THAT THE SCENE DID
NOT QUITE FIT IN WITH
HER CHARACTER ARC

whether the sex scene fit
within the character’s overall
character arc.
Two days after the episode
dropped, Williams made light
of the reactions on Tuesday,
saying her large family has
“probably watched” the scene
too. “If u feel uncomfortable
just know that my mother and
my step dad and my 2 sisters
and my 4 brothers have all
probably watched this too
ahahakillmeehehe (sic)” the
actor tweeted.
On the age factor, another
argument questions the silence
of people when Sophie Turner’s
Sansa Stark was raped by her
husband Ramsey Bolton (Iwan
Rheon) in season five. Some
also said the trolling reeked of
hypocrisy and sexism as no one
raised an eyebrow when in
season five Tommen, who also
grew up on the show, was
shown in bed with his wife,
Margaery, when she was 21
and he was just a teenager. PTI

JRR Tolkien’s family
does ‘not endorse’
upcoming biopic
he JRR Tolkien family
and the Tolkien estate on
Tuesday said they do “not
endorse” the biopic on the
iconic author of Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
set to be released next month.
Titled Tolkien, Nicholas
Hoult plays the eponymous
character in the film, directed
by Finnish helmer Dome
Karukoski. The family and
estate in a statement,
acquired by The Hollywood
Reporter, said they wished to
“make clear that they did not
approve of, authorise or
participate in the making” of
the film, which recounts the
years of toil and imagination
that gave the novelist the

T

Arya Stark is fascinated by warfare and has, through the course of her growing up from a child to a young
woman on the show, turned into a remorseless killer focused solely on revenge, having rejected all
‘ladylike’ pursuits

inspiration for his
storytelling in the early 20th
century. “They do not endorse
it or its content in any way,”
the statement added. A
representative confirmed that
the family is yet to watch the
film and the statement was
not regarding any particular
scene or element of the story.
They added that the estate
had been approached about
biopics in the past without
ever giving its approval. The
biopic, which also features
Lily Collins, Colm Meaney,
Derek Jacobi, Mimi Keene
and Pam Ferris, is due to land
on May 10, more than 46 years
after Tolkien’s death.

PTI

WillSmithsaysGeminiManisthe
mostdemandingfilmofhiscareer

Will Smith
plays his
present-day
and 23-yearold selves in
the film

Kate
Beckinsale
to play
vengeful
bouncer

JRR Tolkien is the author of The Lord of the Rings books

PHOTO: JON
KOPALOFF/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

ill Smith, who will be
fighting his younger
self in filmmaker Ang
Lee’s Gemini Man, on Tuesday
said the “emotional and
physical challenges” of
making the film have been the
most demanding of his career.
It is for the first time that
Smith — to be seen next in
Aladdin — has teamed up with
Oscar-winner Lee, one of the
most genre-bending directors
in the modern era.
Billed as an innovative
action-thriller, the film will
see Smith as Henry Brogan, an
elite assassin, who is suddenly
targeted and pursued by a
mysterious young operative
who seemingly can predict his
every move. The trailer of the
film shows a de-aged Smith.
Smith, who aged in reverse
with the help of technology to
play his 23-year-old version,

W

called Lee’s direction
“cinematic wizardry”.
“Ang is pushing the limits to
give people an experience in
the movie theatre that you
can’t get anywhere else. This
is not only an action film, but
an exploration of what one’s
younger self can ultimately
teach one’s older self. I’m 50
years old now, and the irony of
becoming 23-year-old Junior
in this film is that 23-year-old
me wouldn’t have been ready
for this experience or to take
on this role,” he said.

Lee, whose career includes
films such as Sense and
Sensibility (1995), Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000),
Brokeback Mountain (2005)
and Life of Pi (2012), said the
story could not have been
possible without the new
digital technology.
“It is my great fortune to be
able to experiment and test the

limits of what new digital
cinema has to offer us. No less
so to be able to work with two
Will Smiths — one beautifully
sophisticated, the other
exuberantly honest,” Lee said,
crediting the immense effort
and technical skill of the crew.
The film also stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Clive
Owen and Benedict Wong. PTI

Will Smith (R) in a still from Gemini Man

Ben Affleck
directing and
acting in World
War II caper
en Affleck will feature in
and direct a film based
on a US Army stunt in
the World War II era. The
film is called Ghost Army.
The film is based on the
book The Ghost Army of
World War II, written by
Rick Beyer and Elizabeth
Sayles, as well as Beyer’s
documentary on the story,
also called Ghost Army.
The latest script was
written by Nic Pizzolatto
with an earlier draft by
Henry Gayden. Affleck is
expected to rework the
screenplay.
The film tells the true
story of a squadron of
recruits from art schools,
advertisement agencies and
other creative businesses
who were tasked with fooling
the Nazis into thinking the
US had larger troop numbers
than it actually did. The book
follows a group of young GIs,
including fashion designer
Bill Blass, painter Ellsworth
Kelly, artist Arthur Singer,
photographer Art Kane, and
others, who conduct a secret
mission. Their job was to
create a travelling road show
of deception, armed with
inflatable tanks and soundeffects records, to spread
disinformation.

Ben Affleck
recently starred in
the action thriller
Triple Frontier
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/AP

FRAZER HARRISON/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

ctor Kate Beckinsale is set
to star in Jolt, a femaledriven action-comedy
helmed by Hysteria (2011)
director Tanya Wexler.
Written by Scott Wascha,
the film follows Lindy, a
bouncer with a slightly
murderous anger management
problem that she controls with
the help of an electrode-lined
vest she uses to shock herself
back to normalcy whenever
she gets homicidal.
After the first guy she’s ever
fallen for is murdered, she goes
on a revenge-fuelled rampage
to find the killer while the cops
pursue her as their chief
suspect, reports deadline.com.
“Jolt is a kick-ass and
painfully funny script. When I
saw that Kate Beckinsale was
attached to play the lead, I
jumped at the opportunity to

A

make the movie. This is the
movie for right now — a
revenge-action film for every
woman (and man) who wants
to turn their inner Thelma &
Louise’ up to 11,” Wexler said.
Production on the film is due
to begin in July in the UK and
Sofia, Bulgaria.

IANS

IN JOLT, KATE’S ROLE
ATTEMPTS TO FIND
HER BOYFRIEND’S
MURDERER WHILE ON
THE RUN FROM POLICE
OFFICIALS, WHO THINK
SHE KILLED HIM

THE FILM TELLS THE WWII STORY OF A GROUP OF
RECRUITS WHO WERE TASKED WITH FOOLING
THE NAZIS INTO THINKING THE US HAD LARGER
TROOP NUMBERS THAN IT ACTUALLY DID
Affleck is also attached to
produce alongside Andrew
Lazar. It is currently unclear
when the movie will go into
production as it is still in
development. The actor had
been regarding the project
for some time, but a busy
schedule shooting Gavin

ctor Natalie
Portman has been
roped in to narrate
the upcoming feature
film, Dolphin Reef. The
film is created by
Disneynature, the new
film label of the studio,
and will release on the
studio’s upcoming
streaming service,
according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
The film is being
directed by Keith
Scholey, who has
earlier helmed films
like Blue, Growing Up
Wild, African Cats,
among others.
The film revolves
around Echo, a
young Pacific
bottlenose dolphin
who can’t quite
decide if it’s time to
grow up and take on
new
responsibilities.
That is until he
cannot resist the
many adventures
the ocean has to
offer.
“Disneynature
takes audiences to
spectacular and remote

A

B
Kate Beckinsale
recently wrapped
production on
Charlie Day’s
directorial debut
El TontoPHOTO:

Natalie Portman
to lend her voice
for Dolphin Reef

O’Connor’s basketball
drama Torrance and the
Netflix political thriller
The Last Thing He Wanted,
delayed the commitment.
Affleck was recently seen
in another film on the
streaming platform, Triple
PTI
Frontier.

Actor Natalie Portman
will narrate the film

places to share remarkable
wildlife stories captured by
our award-winning film
crews,” Paul Baribault, the
vice president of the
company, said in a statement.
Dolphin Reef will join the
lineup of many other films
including the studio’s classics
101 Dalmatians, Bambi,
Fantasia, Mary Poppins,
The Sword in the Stone,
Steamboat Willie and
Sleeping Beauty on the
studio’s streaming service,
which is set to launch on
November 12. The platform
will also showcase all the new
High School Musical series
and the live-action remake of
Lady and the Tramp.

ANI

THE FILM REVOLVES
AROUND ECHO, A
YOUNG BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN WHO CAN’T
QUITE DECIDE IF IT’S
TIME TO TAKE ON NEW
RESPONSIBILITIES,
UNTIL HE CAN’T RESIST
THE ADVENTURES THE
OCEAN HAS TO OFFER

PHOTO: MONICA ALMEIDA/REUTERS
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‘NOT COOL
WITH WEB
CONTENT’
Actor Salman Khan says that he is
not in favour of digital shows as
there is no censorship and kids
have access to it; adds that there
needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been an
actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old, who
made his big screen debut in
1988, entered the industry
wanting to be a director. Acting
just happened to him and the
gig has been going on for 30
years now. However, Salman
says that direction is
something that he is extremely
passionate about, and he will
definitely direct at some point
in the future. Excerpts from an
interview:

S

You have been part of several
projects. How do you look at your

projects and choose to be a part of
them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or a
husband. Every actor should
see the film in totality from the
audience’s perspective.
Is playing roles that require
physical transformation tougher
for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a
prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a journey
from the age of nine to 27 to 35

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Actor brothers
Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann
Khurrana
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

I started my career wanting to be a director so I think
that I will do that at some point in the future. But I will
make a very small film.
SALMAN KHAN, ACTOR
to 45 to 70. So I am playing all
those age groups in Bharat.
You saw that in Sultan (2016),
too. The amount of work that
went into it is 10 times more
than what I put in any other
film. Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this always
has to be done in a short span of
time. Earlier, it was easier, but
now, of course it’s tougher.

A lot of your contemporaries are
working on interesting projects in
the digital space. Does that entice
you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I
don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital platforms.
In films, if there are three-four
extra punches, it gets censored
and we get an A certificate. We

Red alert:
Embracing
the fiery
and
feisty
colour

get a U/A certificate only when
we cut some scenes but on the
web, they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be an
appointed body that takes that
call. My problem is that young
kids are also watching
it because everyone has access
to a phone. So, that’s not cool
with me.

Does direction interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my career
wanting to be a director so I
think that I will do that at some
point in the future. But I will
make a very small film. Badi
picture ka matlab yeh nahi
hota ki production mein paisa
kharch karo, it means bada plot
hona chahiye, and content
bada hona chahiye.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Stoppedsharingclothesdueto
fashionpolice:Khurranabros
Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann Khurrana
are among the coolest siblings
in the show business and
share a great camaraderie.
And what keeps the two
close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever
we are there, that is our
partner in crime thing. Then

A

there’s desi mithaai, gajar ka
halwa, gulab jamun, which we
call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids.
“We never really played
pranks; we were not too much
of prank people. We never
even in a fun way bullied each
other; we were just two cute
boys (laughs). Also, on Diwali,
we would take out our car to
go and distribute mithaais
together,” he says.
“The one thing which I
miss, however, is not sharing

clothes with him anymore
because of the fashion police!
We used to share a lot of
clothes earlier before we
became actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If
possible, I would really want
to break these barriers. We
are brothers,” says
Aparshakti, who was recently
seen in Luka Chuppi.
So, how has the equation
between the two changed, if it
has at all?
“We are the same, and have

only become closer. Earlier,
we were not staying in the
same city. He had moved to
Mumbai way before I did,
about two-and-a-half years
back. And I shifted after
Dangal. Once you stay in the
same city, you come close,”
he says.
On what’s keeping him
busy, he reveals, “I am
shooting for a film, tentatively
titled, Kanpur or Kanpuriye.
There’s also Street Dancer 3D;
only the climax is left.
Though, I am not dancing in
the film (laughs).”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
STYLEBYAMI

STOP PRESS

Ankita Rawat

hey say, when in doubt
wear red. But, the bright
hue has gone missing from
the north Indian wedding
scene with brides opting for
lighter shades such as pastels,
pink, ivory, etc. The only
constant for the colour is
perhaps Louboutin’s sole.
However, of late the colour has
been widely embraced by
A-listers from Bollywood, the
sole validation millennials
seek. And, they seem to be
doing the ‘lal salaam’ when it
comes to dressing for red
carpet events, film
promotions, and even airport
looks. From gracing stunning
scarlet red saris to donning the
colour in athleisure at the
airport, B-Town celebs are
practically wearing the feisty
colour almost everywhere,
bringing it back on the trend
list.
Designer Narresh Kukreja
attributes the colour’s
comeback to its vibrancy. “As
vibrant as red is, it is a
year-round colour. From
livening up the most mundane
work-wear, to adding a little
quirk to the breezy resort wear,
it sets the right mood for both,
day and evening gettogethers.”
Designer Shubhika Sharma
echoes the sentiment. “We
recently saw the emergence of
neons, reinstating that loud
colours are in this season. So, if
you want to wear something
classy, go for red as it is a
striking colour and goes with
the whole vibe of the season.”
The fact that red suits almost
all skin tones adds to its charm.
“There’s a right red for almost
every skin tone. If your
complexion is fair, go for a
brighter shade like scarlet and
if you like it mellow, then go for

T

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
ASLISONA

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
DEEPIKAPADUKONE

From above)
Sonakshi Sinha,
Deepika Padukone,
Alia Bhatt, and
Parineeti Chopra
dark crimson,” says designer
Nachiket Barve.
So how can one style the
colour right? “For an
athleisure look, go for a glowydewy skin with hair tied back.
For evening wear, keep the
look minimal,” advises
Shubhika.
Nachiket follows the same
school of thought. “With red,
keep the styling minimal,
understated and classy. In
terms of fabric, it looks best in
rich fabrics. Red looks terrible
and tacky in cheap fabrics.”
For evening wear, he
suggests, “Keep the
accessories to a bare
minimum. When it comes to
embellishment, unless you
are wearing ethnic, stay
away from too much
metallic. Keep the make-up
balanced with the red. While
opting red for formal wear, a
good fit is very important
because the colour is so
strong and every stitch mistake
gets amplified.”

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME
ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”
Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

AVENGERS ENDGAME
LEAKED ONLINE
he much-awaited
Avengers: Endgame
has become the latest
victim of piracy.
Reportedly, piracy website
TamilRockers has leaked a
cam print of the entire
film online two days
before its release.
Reportedly, the film is
expected to open at a
whopping ₹40 crore.

T
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

FRIDAY,
APRIL 26,
2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

Selma
Blair
PHOTO:
AFP

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In the 1995 hit film Dilwale Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge, pRoduceR Yash ChopRa wanted
Milind Gunaji foR PaRmeet Sethi’s Role. But
Milind Refused to shave off his beaRd.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BKEOR
JTIOS
ADELNT
AC MUUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the
first celebrity she had
ever shot

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

IANS

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This
Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
Blair said in a statement.

- Leon TRotsky (11)

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ActorSelmaBlair’s
CruelIntentions
throwbackmoment

_____ aRe always veRbose.

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar
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Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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‘Angry’ Pamela Anderson
storms out of fundraiser
ormer Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson
stormed out of a football
fundraiser in Marseille after
€100,000 were earmarked for
fire-damaged Notre-Dame
rather than for children in the
French port city.
Tuesday night’s gala,
which was organised by
Olympique Marseille, one of
France’s most decorated
football clubs, was flagged as a
fundraiser for children in
need.
But the decision to channel
the sum to Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, which was
badly damaged
by a huge fire early last
week, drew a swift rebuke
from Anderson on
Wednesday.
“Last night we attended
@OM_Officiel annual Gala to
help raise money for youth
suffering in Marseille — full of
good intentions while raising
a meaningful amount of EUR
(euro) for a great cause. Then
‘big surprise auction item’
came to raise money for
rebuilding Notre Dame???”
she wrote on Twitter.
“Surely the children
suffering in Marseille could
have used the €100,000 more
than the church that has
already received over a

F

billion in donations by
billionaires,” she railed.
“I hope they will
reconsider and give to
where it is needed, to the
community here in
Marseille where it was
intended. And would go much
further in making lives
better.”
The 51-year-old actor and
model, who holds both US and
Canadian citizenship,
attended the fundraiser with
her partner Adil Rami, an
Olympique Marseille

defender.
She also tweeted that “they
raised almost twice as much
money for the fabulous Bruce
Springsteen guitar as they did
all night for the kids.”
“I was so angry, and
disappointed. I asked Adil if
we could leave. We did.” That
tweet was later deleted.
Without replying directly
to her remarks, Olympique
Marseille said the total
amount raised during the
evening was €439,760.

AFP

Pamela Anderson
PHOTO: STEPHANE MAHE/REUTERS

ONLYTRUEWINNERS
WILLBECLICKED
UPON: BOMANIRANI
Today, if you look at
the OTT platforms,
there are so many
choices for you. If in
the first 10 minutes
you can’t grab them
[audiences] with
sharp writing, they
will pick another one!
BOMAN IRANI
ACTOR-PRODUCER

Rishabh Suri
ctor Boman Irani has his
hands full right now with
projects such as Made in
China and Drive. And
recently, he also announced his
venture into production with
his own house!
What many people don’t
know is that one of the reasons
behind this decision is the
actor’s love for writing, and he
feels that it’s time we value

A

writers in Bollywood. He says,
“It is time now that people
should value writers, pay them
well... they spend time alone,
coming up with things. Today,
if you look at the OTT
platforms, there are so many
choices for you. If in the first 10
minutes you can’t grab them
[audiences] with sharp writing,
they will pick another one!
They don’t have to stand at the
theatre and go ‘let’s watch this
one, or that one’. Earlier, you

saw one poster, today there are
five. And in your TV, you see
500 little posters! Only true
winners will be clicked upon,
and watched for 10 minutes, as
the attention span of people has
gone down really badly. Your
writing has to be sharper!”
Asked whether he has
started working on his first film
as a producer, he says, “Yes. It
is a relationship-based slice-oflife film. I hope it says more
than just ‘being from life’. It

should resonate with people.
And the relationships [I am
exploring in the film] are not
necessarily between a man and
woman, but between anyone —
father and son, mother and
daughter; why people who love
each other don’t necessarily get
along, like a house on fire.”
“We are putting the
finishing touches, and will cast
soon. We don’t need a big cast,”
he shares.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

A still from
the song
First Class
(Kalank)

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
First Class
Kalank Title Track
Coca Cola
Ghar More Pardesiya
Yeh Jawani
Slowly - Slowly
Vaddi Sharaban
Tu Mila Toh Haina
Teri Mitti
Ankh Maarey

Kalank
Kalank
Lukka Chuppi
Kalank
Student Of The Year 2
Guru Randhawa Ft. Pitbull
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
Kesari
Simmba

ON THIS DAY IN 1969
During the British band Led Zeppelin’s second North American
tour, the four-member act played for two consecutive nights at
the same venue in San Francisco, California. It was during their
show on the second night that Whole Lotta Love was played live
for the first time. The opening track of the band’s second album, it
went on to become one of the biggest rock anthems and is widely
considered, by critics and listeners alike, as one of the best rock
songs of all time.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

04

htcity ENTERTAINMENT

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
FR I DAY, A P R I L 2 6 , 2 0 1 9

NOTCOMFORTABLEWITH GOT
SEXSCENE?DEAL WITH IT!
Arya Stark of Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams has
responded to the collective social media shock by
saying that she watched the scene with her family

aisie Williams has
responded to the
divided fan reactions
following her much
talked about sex scene in the
latest episode of Game of
Thrones, by pointing out that
if anyone should be feeling
awkward about the sequence,
it should be her as her entire
family watched it.
The sex scene between Arya
and Gendry (Joe Dempsie)
was arguably one of the most
shocking moments in another
buildup episode of the series’
final season.
The fans knew about the arc
between the two characters —
Gendry was Arya’s crush and
he also found comfort in her
friendship, especially since
they have journeyed together
before getting separated. Even
then, many felt, the timing of
the development was amiss.
Some said Arya was too
young to have sex. “Ok, I didn’t
like the Arya sex scene in the

M

newest episode of Game of
Throne, and not only because
it was awkward to see the
person that was once a child for
so long naked, but anyway the
rest of the episode was a pretty
solid 8.5/10, I’m kinda hopeful
for the rest of this season,” a
user wrote. “When you’ve been
waiting for Gendry and Arya to
get together for 4 seasons and it
finally happens, but then they
start getting naked...” a user
tweeted. Others wondered

WHILE SOME FANS
CONTEND ARYA WAS
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE
SEX, OTHERS FELT
THAT THE SCENE DID
NOT QUITE FIT IN WITH
HER CHARACTER ARC

whether the sex scene fit
within the character’s overall
character arc.
Two days after the episode
dropped, Williams made light
of the reactions on Tuesday,
saying her large family has
“probably watched” the scene
too. “If u feel uncomfortable
just know that my mother and
my step dad and my 2 sisters
and my 4 brothers have all
probably watched this too
ahahakillmeehehe (sic)” the
actor tweeted.
On the age factor, another
argument questions the silence
of people when Sophie Turner’s
Sansa Stark was raped by her
husband Ramsey Bolton (Iwan
Rheon) in season five. Some
also said the trolling reeked of
hypocrisy and sexism as no one
raised an eyebrow when in
season five Tommen, who also
grew up on the show, was
shown in bed with his wife,
Margaery, when she was 21
and he was just a teenager. PTI

JRR Tolkien’s family
does ‘not endorse’
upcoming biopic
he JRR Tolkien family
and the Tolkien estate on
Tuesday said they do “not
endorse” the biopic on the
iconic author of Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
set to be released next month.
Titled Tolkien, Nicholas
Hoult plays the eponymous
character in the film, directed
by Finnish helmer Dome
Karukoski. The family and
estate in a statement,
acquired by The Hollywood
Reporter, said they wished to
“make clear that they did not
approve of, authorise or
participate in the making” of
the film, which recounts the
years of toil and imagination
that gave the novelist the

T

Arya Stark is fascinated by warfare and has, through the course of her growing up from a child to a young
woman on the show, turned into a remorseless killer focused solely on revenge, having rejected all
‘ladylike’ pursuits

inspiration for his
storytelling in the early 20th
century. “They do not endorse
it or its content in any way,”
the statement added. A
representative confirmed that
the family is yet to watch the
film and the statement was
not regarding any particular
scene or element of the story.
They added that the estate
had been approached about
biopics in the past without
ever giving its approval. The
biopic, which also features
Lily Collins, Colm Meaney,
Derek Jacobi, Mimi Keene
and Pam Ferris, is due to land
on May 10, more than 46 years
after Tolkien’s death.

PTI

WillSmithsaysGeminiManisthe
mostdemandingfilmofhiscareer

Will Smith
plays his
present-day
and 23-yearold selves in
the film

Kate
Beckinsale
to play
vengeful
bouncer

JRR Tolkien is the author of The Lord of the Rings books

PHOTO: JON
KOPALOFF/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

ill Smith, who will be
fighting his younger
self in filmmaker Ang
Lee’s Gemini Man, on Tuesday
said the “emotional and
physical challenges” of
making the film have been the
most demanding of his career.
It is for the first time that
Smith — to be seen next in
Aladdin — has teamed up with
Oscar-winner Lee, one of the
most genre-bending directors
in the modern era.
Billed as an innovative
action-thriller, the film will
see Smith as Henry Brogan, an
elite assassin, who is suddenly
targeted and pursued by a
mysterious young operative
who seemingly can predict his
every move. The trailer of the
film shows a de-aged Smith.
Smith, who aged in reverse
with the help of technology to
play his 23-year-old version,

W

called Lee’s direction
“cinematic wizardry”.
“Ang is pushing the limits to
give people an experience in
the movie theatre that you
can’t get anywhere else. This
is not only an action film, but
an exploration of what one’s
younger self can ultimately
teach one’s older self. I’m 50
years old now, and the irony of
becoming 23-year-old Junior
in this film is that 23-year-old
me wouldn’t have been ready
for this experience or to take
on this role,” he said.

Lee, whose career includes
films such as Sense and
Sensibility (1995), Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000),
Brokeback Mountain (2005)
and Life of Pi (2012), said the
story could not have been
possible without the new
digital technology.
“It is my great fortune to be
able to experiment and test the

limits of what new digital
cinema has to offer us. No less
so to be able to work with two
Will Smiths — one beautifully
sophisticated, the other
exuberantly honest,” Lee said,
crediting the immense effort
and technical skill of the crew.
The film also stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Clive
Owen and Benedict Wong. PTI

Will Smith (R) in a still from Gemini Man

Ben Affleck
directing and
acting in World
War II caper
en Affleck will feature in
and direct a film based
on a US Army stunt in
the World War II era. The
film is called Ghost Army.
The film is based on the
book The Ghost Army of
World War II, written by
Rick Beyer and Elizabeth
Sayles, as well as Beyer’s
documentary on the story,
also called Ghost Army.
The latest script was
written by Nic Pizzolatto
with an earlier draft by
Henry Gayden. Affleck is
expected to rework the
screenplay.
The film tells the true
story of a squadron of
recruits from art schools,
advertisement agencies and
other creative businesses
who were tasked with fooling
the Nazis into thinking the
US had larger troop numbers
than it actually did. The book
follows a group of young GIs,
including fashion designer
Bill Blass, painter Ellsworth
Kelly, artist Arthur Singer,
photographer Art Kane, and
others, who conduct a secret
mission. Their job was to
create a travelling road show
of deception, armed with
inflatable tanks and soundeffects records, to spread
disinformation.

Ben Affleck
recently starred in
the action thriller
Triple Frontier
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/AP

FRAZER HARRISON/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

ctor Kate Beckinsale is set
to star in Jolt, a femaledriven action-comedy
helmed by Hysteria (2011)
director Tanya Wexler.
Written by Scott Wascha,
the film follows Lindy, a
bouncer with a slightly
murderous anger management
problem that she controls with
the help of an electrode-lined
vest she uses to shock herself
back to normalcy whenever
she gets homicidal.
After the first guy she’s ever
fallen for is murdered, she goes
on a revenge-fuelled rampage
to find the killer while the cops
pursue her as their chief
suspect, reports deadline.com.
“Jolt is a kick-ass and
painfully funny script. When I
saw that Kate Beckinsale was
attached to play the lead, I
jumped at the opportunity to

A

make the movie. This is the
movie for right now — a
revenge-action film for every
woman (and man) who wants
to turn their inner Thelma &
Louise’ up to 11,” Wexler said.
Production on the film is due
to begin in July in the UK and
Sofia, Bulgaria.

IANS

IN JOLT, KATE’S ROLE
ATTEMPTS TO FIND
HER BOYFRIEND’S
MURDERER WHILE ON
THE RUN FROM POLICE
OFFICIALS, WHO THINK
SHE KILLED HIM

THE FILM TELLS THE WWII STORY OF A GROUP OF
RECRUITS WHO WERE TASKED WITH FOOLING
THE NAZIS INTO THINKING THE US HAD LARGER
TROOP NUMBERS THAN IT ACTUALLY DID
Affleck is also attached to
produce alongside Andrew
Lazar. It is currently unclear
when the movie will go into
production as it is still in
development. The actor had
been regarding the project
for some time, but a busy
schedule shooting Gavin

ctor Natalie
Portman has been
roped in to narrate
the upcoming feature
film, Dolphin Reef. The
film is created by
Disneynature, the new
film label of the studio,
and will release on the
studio’s upcoming
streaming service,
according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
The film is being
directed by Keith
Scholey, who has
earlier helmed films
like Blue, Growing Up
Wild, African Cats,
among others.
The film revolves
around Echo, a
young Pacific
bottlenose dolphin
who can’t quite
decide if it’s time to
grow up and take on
new
responsibilities.
That is until he
cannot resist the
many adventures
the ocean has to
offer.
“Disneynature
takes audiences to
spectacular and remote

A

B
Kate Beckinsale
recently wrapped
production on
Charlie Day’s
directorial debut
El TontoPHOTO:

Natalie Portman
to lend her voice
for Dolphin Reef

O’Connor’s basketball
drama Torrance and the
Netflix political thriller
The Last Thing He Wanted,
delayed the commitment.
Affleck was recently seen
in another film on the
streaming platform, Triple
PTI
Frontier.

Actor Natalie Portman
will narrate the film

places to share remarkable
wildlife stories captured by
our award-winning film
crews,” Paul Baribault, the
vice president of the
company, said in a statement.
Dolphin Reef will join the
lineup of many other films
including the studio’s classics
101 Dalmatians, Bambi,
Fantasia, Mary Poppins,
The Sword in the Stone,
Steamboat Willie and
Sleeping Beauty on the
studio’s streaming service,
which is set to launch on
November 12. The platform
will also showcase all the new
High School Musical series
and the live-action remake of
Lady and the Tramp.

ANI

THE FILM REVOLVES
AROUND ECHO, A
YOUNG BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN WHO CAN’T
QUITE DECIDE IF IT’S
TIME TO TAKE ON NEW
RESPONSIBILITIES,
UNTIL HE CAN’T RESIST
THE ADVENTURES THE
OCEAN HAS TO OFFER

PHOTO: MONICA ALMEIDA/REUTERS
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Actor brothers
Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann
Khurrana

‘NOT COOL
WITH WEB
CONTENT’
Actor Salman Khan says that he is
not in favour of digital shows as
there is no censorship and kids
have access to it; adds that there
needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been an
actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old, who
made his big screen debut in
1988, entered the industry
wanting to be a director. Acting
just happened to him and the
gig has been going on for 30
years now. However, Salman
says that direction is
something that he is extremely
passionate about, and he will
definitely direct at some point
in the future. Excerpts from an
interview:

S

You have been part of several
projects. How do you look at your

projects and choose to be a part of
them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or a
husband. Every actor should
see the film in totality from the
audience’s perspective.
Is playing roles that require
physical transformation tougher
for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a
prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a journey
from the age of nine to 27 to 35

www.youtube.com/user/ht

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

I started my career wanting to be a director so I think
that I will do that at some point in the future. But I will
make a very small film.
SALMAN KHAN, ACTOR
to 45 to 70. So I am playing all
those age groups in Bharat.
You saw that in Sultan (2016),
too. The amount of work that
went into it is 10 times more
than what I put in any other
film. Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this always
has to be done in a short span of
time. Earlier, it was easier, but
now, of course it’s tougher.

A lot of your contemporaries are
working on interesting projects in
the digital space. Does that entice
you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I
don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital platforms.
In films, if there are three-four
extra punches, it gets censored
and we get an A certificate. We

Red alert:
Embracing
the fiery
and
feisty
colour

get a U/A certificate only when
we cut some scenes but on the
web, they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be an
appointed body that takes that
call. My problem is that young
kids are also watching
it because everyone has access
to a phone. So, that’s not cool
with me.

Does direction interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my career
wanting to be a director so I
think that I will do that at some
point in the future. But I will
make a very small film. Badi
picture ka matlab yeh nahi
hota ki production mein paisa
kharch karo, it means bada plot
hona chahiye, and content
bada hona chahiye.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Stoppedsharingclothesdueto
fashionpolice:Khurranabros
Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann Khurrana
are among the coolest siblings
in the show business and
share a great camaraderie.
And what keeps the two
close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever
we are there, that is our
partner in crime thing. Then

A

there’s desi mithaai, gajar ka
halwa, gulab jamun, which we
call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids.
“We never really played
pranks; we were not too much
of prank people. We never
even in a fun way bullied each
other; we were just two cute
boys (laughs). Also, on Diwali,
we would take out our car to
go and distribute mithaais
together,” he says.
“The one thing which I
miss, however, is not sharing

clothes with him anymore
because of the fashion police!
We used to share a lot of
clothes earlier before we
became actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If
possible, I would really want
to break these barriers. We
are brothers,” says
Aparshakti, who was recently
seen in Luka Chuppi.
So, how has the equation
between the two changed, if it
has at all?
“We are the same, and have

only become closer. Earlier,
we were not staying in the
same city. He had moved to
Mumbai way before I did,
about two-and-a-half years
back. And I shifted after
Dangal. Once you stay in the
same city, you come close,”
he says.
On what’s keeping him
busy, he reveals, “I am
shooting for a film, tentatively
titled, Kanpur or Kanpuriye.
There’s also Street Dancer 3D;
only the climax is left.
Though, I am not dancing in
the film (laughs).”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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Ankita Rawat

hey say, when in doubt
wear red. But, the bright
hue has gone missing from
the north Indian wedding
scene with brides opting for
lighter shades such as pastels,
pink, ivory, etc. The only
constant for the colour is
perhaps Louboutin’s sole.
However, of late the colour has
been widely embraced by
A-listers from Bollywood, the
sole validation millennials
seek. And, they seem to be
doing the ‘lal salaam’ when it
comes to dressing for red
carpet events, film
promotions, and even airport
looks. From gracing stunning
scarlet red saris to donning the
colour in athleisure at the
airport, B-Town celebs are
practically wearing the feisty
colour almost everywhere,
bringing it back on the trend
list.
Designer Narresh Kukreja
attributes the colour’s
comeback to its vibrancy. “As
vibrant as red is, it is a
year-round colour. From
livening up the most mundane
work-wear, to adding a little
quirk to the breezy resort wear,
it sets the right mood for both,
day and evening gettogethers.”
Designer Shubhika Sharma
echoes the sentiment. “We
recently saw the emergence of
neons, reinstating that loud
colours are in this season. So, if
you want to wear something
classy, go for red as it is a
striking colour and goes with
the whole vibe of the season.”
The fact that red suits almost
all skin tones adds to its charm.
“There’s a right red for almost
every skin tone. If your
complexion is fair, go for a
brighter shade like scarlet and
if you like it mellow, then go for

T

PHOTO:
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From above)
Sonakshi Sinha,
Deepika Padukone,
Alia Bhatt, and
Parineeti Chopra
dark crimson,” says designer
Nachiket Barve.
So how can one style the
colour right? “For an
athleisure look, go for a glowydewy skin with hair tied back.
For evening wear, keep the
look minimal,” advises
Shubhika.
Nachiket follows the same
school of thought. “With red,
keep the styling minimal,
understated and classy. In
terms of fabric, it looks best in
rich fabrics. Red looks terrible
and tacky in cheap fabrics.”
For evening wear, he
suggests, “Keep the
accessories to a bare
minimum. When it comes to
embellishment, unless you
are wearing ethnic, stay
away from too much
metallic. Keep the make-up
balanced with the red. While
opting red for formal wear, a
good fit is very important
because the colour is so
strong and every stitch mistake
gets amplified.”

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME
ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”
Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

AVENGERS ENDGAME
LEAKED ONLINE
he much-awaited
Avengers: Endgame
has become the latest
victim of piracy.
Reportedly, piracy website
TamilRockers has leaked a
cam print of the entire
film online two days
before its release.
Reportedly, the film is
expected to open at a
whopping ₹40 crore.

T
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

Selma
Blair
PHOTO:
AFP

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In the 1995 hit film Dilwale Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge, pRoduceR Yash ChopRa wanted
Milind Gunaji foR PaRmeet Sethi’s Role. But
Milind Refused to shave off his beaRd.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BKEOR
JTIOS
ADELNT
AC MUUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the
first celebrity she had
ever shot

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

IANS

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This
Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
Blair said in a statement.

- Leon TRotsky (11)

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ActorSelmaBlair’s
CruelIntentions
throwbackmoment

_____ aRe always veRbose.

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar
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Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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‘Angry’ Pamela Anderson
storms out of fundraiser
ormer Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson
stormed out of a football
fundraiser in Marseille after
€100,000 were earmarked for
fire-damaged Notre-Dame
rather than for children in the
French port city.
Tuesday night’s gala,
which was organised by
Olympique Marseille, one of
France’s most decorated
football clubs, was flagged as a
fundraiser for children in
need.
But the decision to channel
the sum to Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, which was
badly damaged
by a huge fire early last
week, drew a swift rebuke
from Anderson on
Wednesday.
“Last night we attended
@OM_Officiel annual Gala to
help raise money for youth
suffering in Marseille — full of
good intentions while raising
a meaningful amount of EUR
(euro) for a great cause. Then
‘big surprise auction item’
came to raise money for
rebuilding Notre Dame???”
she wrote on Twitter.
“Surely the children
suffering in Marseille could
have used the €100,000 more
than the church that has
already received over a

F

billion in donations by
billionaires,” she railed.
“I hope they will
reconsider and give to
where it is needed, to the
community here in
Marseille where it was
intended. And would go much
further in making lives
better.”
The 51-year-old actor and
model, who holds both US and
Canadian citizenship,
attended the fundraiser with
her partner Adil Rami, an
Olympique Marseille

defender.
She also tweeted that “they
raised almost twice as much
money for the fabulous Bruce
Springsteen guitar as they did
all night for the kids.”
“I was so angry, and
disappointed. I asked Adil if
we could leave. We did.” That
tweet was later deleted.
Without replying directly
to her remarks, Olympique
Marseille said the total
amount raised during the
evening was €439,760.

AFP

Pamela Anderson
PHOTO: STEPHANE MAHE/REUTERS

ONLYTRUEWINNERS
WILLBECLICKED
UPON: BOMANIRANI
Today, if you look at
the OTT platforms,
there are so many
choices for you. If in
the first 10 minutes
you can’t grab them
[audiences] with
sharp writing, they
will pick another one!
BOMAN IRANI
ACTOR-PRODUCER

Rishabh Suri
ctor Boman Irani has his
hands full right now with
projects such as Made in
China and Drive. And
recently, he also announced his
venture into production with
his own house!
What many people don’t
know is that one of the reasons
behind this decision is the
actor’s love for writing, and he
feels that it’s time we value

A

writers in Bollywood. He says,
“It is time now that people
should value writers, pay them
well... they spend time alone,
coming up with things. Today,
if you look at the OTT
platforms, there are so many
choices for you. If in the first 10
minutes you can’t grab them
[audiences] with sharp writing,
they will pick another one!
They don’t have to stand at the
theatre and go ‘let’s watch this
one, or that one’. Earlier, you

saw one poster, today there are
five. And in your TV, you see
500 little posters! Only true
winners will be clicked upon,
and watched for 10 minutes, as
the attention span of people has
gone down really badly. Your
writing has to be sharper!”
Asked whether he has
started working on his first film
as a producer, he says, “Yes. It
is a relationship-based slice-oflife film. I hope it says more
than just ‘being from life’. It

should resonate with people.
And the relationships [I am
exploring in the film] are not
necessarily between a man and
woman, but between anyone —
father and son, mother and
daughter; why people who love
each other don’t necessarily get
along, like a house on fire.”
“We are putting the
finishing touches, and will cast
soon. We don’t need a big cast,”
he shares.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

A still from
the song
First Class
(Kalank)

ON THIS DAY IN 1969

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
First Class
Kalank Title Track
Coca Cola
Ghar More Pardesiya
Yeh Jawani
Slowly - Slowly
Vaddi Sharaban
Tu Mila Toh Haina
Teri Mitti
Ankh Maarey

Kalank
Kalank
Lukka Chuppi
Kalank
Student Of The Year 2
Guru Randhawa Ft. Pitbull
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
Kesari
Simmba

During the British band Led
Zeppelin’s second North
American tour, the fourmember act played for two
consecutive nights at the
same venue in San Francisco,
California. It was during their
show on the second night
that Whole Lotta Love was
played live for the first time.
The opening track of the
band’s second album, it went
on to become one of the
biggest rock anthems and is
widely considered, by critics
and listeners alike, as one of
the best rock songs of all
time.
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NOTCOMFORTABLEWITH GOT
SEXSCENE?DEAL WITH IT!
Arya Stark of Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams has
responded to the collective social media shock by
saying that she watched the scene with her family

aisie Williams has
responded to the
divided fan reactions
following her much
talked about sex scene in the
latest episode of Game of
Thrones, by pointing out that
if anyone should be feeling
awkward about the sequence,
it should be her as her entire
family watched it.
The sex scene between Arya
and Gendry (Joe Dempsie)
was arguably one of the most
shocking moments in another
buildup episode of the series’
final season.
The fans knew about the arc
between the two characters —
Gendry was Arya’s crush and
he also found comfort in her
friendship, especially since
they have journeyed together
before getting separated. Even
then, many felt, the timing of
the development was amiss.
Some said Arya was too
young to have sex. “Ok, I didn’t
like the Arya sex scene in the

M

newest episode of Game of
Throne, and not only because
it was awkward to see the
person that was once a child for
so long naked, but anyway the
rest of the episode was a pretty
solid 8.5/10, I’m kinda hopeful
for the rest of this season,” a
user wrote. “When you’ve been
waiting for Gendry and Arya to
get together for 4 seasons and it
finally happens, but then they
start getting naked...” a user
tweeted. Others wondered

WHILE SOME FANS
CONTEND ARYA WAS
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE
SEX, OTHERS FELT
THAT THE SCENE DID
NOT QUITE FIT IN WITH
HER CHARACTER ARC

whether the sex scene fit
within the character’s overall
character arc.
Two days after the episode
dropped, Williams made light
of the reactions on Tuesday,
saying her large family has
“probably watched” the scene
too. “If u feel uncomfortable
just know that my mother and
my step dad and my 2 sisters
and my 4 brothers have all
probably watched this too
ahahakillmeehehe (sic)” the
actor tweeted.
On the age factor, another
argument questions the silence
of people when Sophie Turner’s
Sansa Stark was raped by her
husband Ramsey Bolton (Iwan
Rheon) in season five. Some
also said the trolling reeked of
hypocrisy and sexism as no one
raised an eyebrow when in
season five Tommen, who also
grew up on the show, was
shown in bed with his wife,
Margaery, when she was 21
and he was just a teenager. PTI

JRR Tolkien’s family
does ‘not endorse’
upcoming biopic
he JRR Tolkien family
and the Tolkien estate on
Tuesday said they do “not
endorse” the biopic on the
iconic author of Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
set to be released next month.
Titled Tolkien, Nicholas
Hoult plays the eponymous
character in the film, directed
by Finnish helmer Dome
Karukoski. The family and
estate in a statement,
acquired by The Hollywood
Reporter, said they wished to
“make clear that they did not
approve of, authorise or
participate in the making” of
the film, which recounts the
years of toil and imagination
that gave the novelist the

T

Arya Stark is fascinated by warfare and has, through the course of her growing up from a child to a young
woman on the show, turned into a remorseless killer focused solely on revenge, having rejected all
‘ladylike’ pursuits

inspiration for his
storytelling in the early 20th
century. “They do not endorse
it or its content in any way,”
the statement added. A
representative confirmed that
the family is yet to watch the
film and the statement was
not regarding any particular
scene or element of the story.
They added that the estate
had been approached about
biopics in the past without
ever giving its approval. The
biopic, which also features
Lily Collins, Colm Meaney,
Derek Jacobi, Mimi Keene
and Pam Ferris, is due to land
on May 10, more than 46 years
after Tolkien’s death.

PTI

WillSmithsaysGeminiManisthe
mostdemandingfilmofhiscareer

Will Smith
plays his
present-day
and 23-yearold selves in
the film

Kate
Beckinsale
to play
vengeful
bouncer

JRR Tolkien is the author of The Lord of the Rings books

PHOTO: JON
KOPALOFF/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

ill Smith, who will be
fighting his younger
self in filmmaker Ang
Lee’s Gemini Man, on Tuesday
said the “emotional and
physical challenges” of
making the film have been the
most demanding of his career.
It is for the first time that
Smith — to be seen next in
Aladdin — has teamed up with
Oscar-winner Lee, one of the
most genre-bending directors
in the modern era.
Billed as an innovative
action-thriller, the film will
see Smith as Henry Brogan, an
elite assassin, who is suddenly
targeted and pursued by a
mysterious young operative
who seemingly can predict his
every move. The trailer of the
film shows a de-aged Smith.
Smith, who aged in reverse
with the help of technology to
play his 23-year-old version,

W

called Lee’s direction
“cinematic wizardry”.
“Ang is pushing the limits to
give people an experience in
the movie theatre that you
can’t get anywhere else. This
is not only an action film, but
an exploration of what one’s
younger self can ultimately
teach one’s older self. I’m 50
years old now, and the irony of
becoming 23-year-old Junior
in this film is that 23-year-old
me wouldn’t have been ready
for this experience or to take
on this role,” he said.

Lee, whose career includes
films such as Sense and
Sensibility (1995), Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000),
Brokeback Mountain (2005)
and Life of Pi (2012), said the
story could not have been
possible without the new
digital technology.
“It is my great fortune to be
able to experiment and test the

limits of what new digital
cinema has to offer us. No less
so to be able to work with two
Will Smiths — one beautifully
sophisticated, the other
exuberantly honest,” Lee said,
crediting the immense effort
and technical skill of the crew.
The film also stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Clive
Owen and Benedict Wong. PTI

Will Smith (R) in a still from Gemini Man

Ben Affleck
directing and
acting in World
War II caper
en Affleck will feature in
and direct a film based
on a US Army stunt in
the World War II era. The
film is called Ghost Army.
The film is based on the
book The Ghost Army of
World War II, written by
Rick Beyer and Elizabeth
Sayles, as well as Beyer’s
documentary on the story,
also called Ghost Army.
The latest script was
written by Nic Pizzolatto
with an earlier draft by
Henry Gayden. Affleck is
expected to rework the
screenplay.
The film tells the true
story of a squadron of
recruits from art schools,
advertisement agencies and
other creative businesses
who were tasked with fooling
the Nazis into thinking the
US had larger troop numbers
than it actually did. The book
follows a group of young GIs,
including fashion designer
Bill Blass, painter Ellsworth
Kelly, artist Arthur Singer,
photographer Art Kane, and
others, who conduct a secret
mission. Their job was to
create a travelling road show
of deception, armed with
inflatable tanks and soundeffects records, to spread
disinformation.

Ben Affleck
recently starred in
the action thriller
Triple Frontier
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/AP

FRAZER HARRISON/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

ctor Kate Beckinsale is set
to star in Jolt, a femaledriven action-comedy
helmed by Hysteria (2011)
director Tanya Wexler.
Written by Scott Wascha,
the film follows Lindy, a
bouncer with a slightly
murderous anger management
problem that she controls with
the help of an electrode-lined
vest she uses to shock herself
back to normalcy whenever
she gets homicidal.
After the first guy she’s ever
fallen for is murdered, she goes
on a revenge-fuelled rampage
to find the killer while the cops
pursue her as their chief
suspect, reports deadline.com.
“Jolt is a kick-ass and
painfully funny script. When I
saw that Kate Beckinsale was
attached to play the lead, I
jumped at the opportunity to

A

make the movie. This is the
movie for right now — a
revenge-action film for every
woman (and man) who wants
to turn their inner Thelma &
Louise’ up to 11,” Wexler said.
Production on the film is due
to begin in July in the UK and
Sofia, Bulgaria.

IANS

IN JOLT, KATE’S ROLE
ATTEMPTS TO FIND
HER BOYFRIEND’S
MURDERER WHILE ON
THE RUN FROM POLICE
OFFICIALS, WHO THINK
SHE KILLED HIM

THE FILM TELLS THE WWII STORY OF A GROUP OF
RECRUITS WHO WERE TASKED WITH FOOLING
THE NAZIS INTO THINKING THE US HAD LARGER
TROOP NUMBERS THAN IT ACTUALLY DID
Affleck is also attached to
produce alongside Andrew
Lazar. It is currently unclear
when the movie will go into
production as it is still in
development. The actor had
been regarding the project
for some time, but a busy
schedule shooting Gavin

ctor Natalie
Portman has been
roped in to narrate
the upcoming feature
film, Dolphin Reef. The
film is created by
Disneynature, the new
film label of the studio,
and will release on the
studio’s upcoming
streaming service,
according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
The film is being
directed by Keith
Scholey, who has
earlier helmed films
like Blue, Growing Up
Wild, African Cats,
among others.
The film revolves
around Echo, a
young Pacific
bottlenose dolphin
who can’t quite
decide if it’s time to
grow up and take on
new
responsibilities.
That is until he
cannot resist the
many adventures
the ocean has to
offer.
“Disneynature
takes audiences to
spectacular and remote

A

B
Kate Beckinsale
recently wrapped
production on
Charlie Day’s
directorial debut
El TontoPHOTO:

Natalie Portman
to lend her voice
for Dolphin Reef

O’Connor’s basketball
drama Torrance and the
Netflix political thriller
The Last Thing He Wanted,
delayed the commitment.
Affleck was recently seen
in another film on the
streaming platform, Triple
PTI
Frontier.

Actor Natalie Portman
will narrate the film

places to share remarkable
wildlife stories captured by
our award-winning film
crews,” Paul Baribault, the
vice president of the
company, said in a statement.
Dolphin Reef will join the
lineup of many other films
including the studio’s classics
101 Dalmatians, Bambi,
Fantasia, Mary Poppins,
The Sword in the Stone,
Steamboat Willie and
Sleeping Beauty on the
studio’s streaming service,
which is set to launch on
November 12. The platform
will also showcase all the new
High School Musical series
and the live-action remake of
Lady and the Tramp.

ANI

THE FILM REVOLVES
AROUND ECHO, A
YOUNG BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN WHO CAN’T
QUITE DECIDE IF IT’S
TIME TO TAKE ON NEW
RESPONSIBILITIES,
UNTIL HE CAN’T RESIST
THE ADVENTURES THE
OCEAN HAS TO OFFER

PHOTO: MONICA ALMEIDA/REUTERS
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‘NOT COOL
WITH WEB
CONTENT’
Actor Salman Khan says that he is
not in favour of digital shows as
there is no censorship and kids
have access to it; adds that there
needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been an
actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old, who
made his big screen debut in
1988, entered the industry
wanting to be a director. Acting
just happened to him and the
gig has been going on for 30
years now. However, Salman
says that direction is
something that he is extremely
passionate about, and he will
definitely direct at some point
in the future. Excerpts from an
interview:

S

You have been part of several
projects. How do you look at your

projects and choose to be a part of
them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or a
husband. Every actor should
see the film in totality from the
audience’s perspective.
Is playing roles that require
physical transformation tougher
for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a
prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a journey
from the age of nine to 27 to 35

Actor brothers
Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann
Khurrana
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

I started my career wanting to be a director so I think
that I will do that at some point in the future. But I will
make a very small film.
SALMAN KHAN, ACTOR
to 45 to 70. So I am playing all
those age groups in Bharat.
You saw that in Sultan (2016),
too. The amount of work that
went into it is 10 times more
than what I put in any other
film. Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this always
has to be done in a short span of
time. Earlier, it was easier, but
now, of course it’s tougher.

A lot of your contemporaries are
working on interesting projects in
the digital space. Does that entice
you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I
don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital platforms.
In films, if there are three-four
extra punches, it gets censored
and we get an A certificate. We

Red alert:
Embracing
the fiery
and
feisty
colour

get a U/A certificate only when
we cut some scenes but on the
web, they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be an
appointed body that takes that
call. My problem is that young
kids are also watching
it because everyone has access
to a phone. So, that’s not cool
with me.

Does direction interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my career
wanting to be a director so I
think that I will do that at some
point in the future. But I will
make a very small film. Badi
picture ka matlab yeh nahi
hota ki production mein paisa
kharch karo, it means bada plot
hona chahiye, and content
bada hona chahiye.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Stoppedsharingclothesdueto
fashionpolice:Khurranabros
Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti
Khurana and
Ayushmann Khurrana
are among the coolest siblings
in the show business and
share a great camaraderie.
And what keeps the two
close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever
we are there, that is our
partner in crime thing. Then

A

there’s desi mithaai, gajar ka
halwa, gulab jamun, which we
call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids.
“We never really played
pranks; we were not too much
of prank people. We never
even in a fun way bullied each
other; we were just two cute
boys (laughs). Also, on Diwali,
we would take out our car to
go and distribute mithaais
together,” he says.
“The one thing which I
miss, however, is not sharing

clothes with him anymore
because of the fashion police!
We used to share a lot of
clothes earlier before we
became actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If
possible, I would really want
to break these barriers. We
are brothers,” says
Aparshakti, who was recently
seen in Luka Chuppi.
So, how has the equation
between the two changed, if it
has at all?
“We are the same, and have

only become closer. Earlier,
we were not staying in the
same city. He had moved to
Mumbai way before I did,
about two-and-a-half years
back. And I shifted after
Dangal. Once you stay in the
same city, you come close,”
he says.
On what’s keeping him
busy, he reveals, “I am
shooting for a film, tentatively
titled, Kanpur or Kanpuriye.
There’s also Street Dancer 3D;
only the climax is left.
Though, I am not dancing in
the film (laughs).”

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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STOP PRESS

Ankita Rawat

hey say, when in doubt
wear red. But, the bright
hue has gone missing from
the north Indian wedding
scene with brides opting for
lighter shades such as pastels,
pink, ivory, etc. The only
constant for the colour is
perhaps Louboutin’s sole.
However, of late the colour has
been widely embraced by
A-listers from Bollywood, the
sole validation millennials
seek. And, they seem to be
doing the ‘lal salaam’ when it
comes to dressing for red
carpet events, film
promotions, and even airport
looks. From gracing stunning
scarlet red saris to donning the
colour in athleisure at the
airport, B-Town celebs are
practically wearing the feisty
colour almost everywhere,
bringing it back on the trend
list.
Designer Narresh Kukreja
attributes the colour’s
comeback to its vibrancy. “As
vibrant as red is, it is a
year-round colour. From
livening up the most mundane
work-wear, to adding a little
quirk to the breezy resort wear,
it sets the right mood for both,
day and evening gettogethers.”
Designer Shubhika Sharma
echoes the sentiment. “We
recently saw the emergence of
neons, reinstating that loud
colours are in this season. So, if
you want to wear something
classy, go for red as it is a
striking colour and goes with
the whole vibe of the season.”
The fact that red suits almost
all skin tones adds to its charm.
“There’s a right red for almost
every skin tone. If your
complexion is fair, go for a
brighter shade like scarlet and
if you like it mellow, then go for

T
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From above)
Sonakshi Sinha,
Deepika Padukone,
Alia Bhatt, and
Parineeti Chopra
dark crimson,” says designer
Nachiket Barve.
So how can one style the
colour right? “For an
athleisure look, go for a glowydewy skin with hair tied back.
For evening wear, keep the
look minimal,” advises
Shubhika.
Nachiket follows the same
school of thought. “With red,
keep the styling minimal,
understated and classy. In
terms of fabric, it looks best in
rich fabrics. Red looks terrible
and tacky in cheap fabrics.”
For evening wear, he
suggests, “Keep the
accessories to a bare
minimum. When it comes to
embellishment, unless you
are wearing ethnic, stay
away from too much
metallic. Keep the make-up
balanced with the red. While
opting red for formal wear, a
good fit is very important
because the colour is so
strong and every stitch mistake
gets amplified.”

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME
ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”
Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

AVENGERS ENDGAME
LEAKED ONLINE
he much-awaited
Avengers: Endgame
has become the latest
victim of piracy.
Reportedly, piracy website
TamilRockers has leaked a
cam print of the entire
film online two days
before its release.
Reportedly, the film is
expected to open at a
whopping ₹40 crore.

T
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

Selma
Blair
PHOTO:
AFP

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In the 1995 hit film Dilwale Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge, pRoduceR Yash ChopRa wanted
Milind Gunaji foR PaRmeet Sethi’s Role. But
Milind Refused to shave off his beaRd.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BKEOR
JTIOS
ADELNT
AC MUUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the
first celebrity she had
ever shot

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

IANS

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This
Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
Blair said in a statement.

- Leon TRotsky (11)

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ActorSelmaBlair’s
CruelIntentions
throwbackmoment

_____ aRe always veRbose.

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar
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Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.
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‘Angry’ Pamela Anderson
storms out of fundraiser
ormer Baywatch star
Pamela Anderson
stormed out of a football
fundraiser in Marseille after
€100,000 were earmarked for
fire-damaged Notre-Dame
rather than for children in the
French port city.
Tuesday night’s gala,
which was organised by
Olympique Marseille, one of
France’s most decorated
football clubs, was flagged as a
fundraiser for children in
need.
But the decision to channel
the sum to Notre-Dame
cathedral in Paris, which was
badly damaged
by a huge fire early last
week, drew a swift rebuke
from Anderson on
Wednesday.
“Last night we attended
@OM_Officiel annual Gala to
help raise money for youth
suffering in Marseille — full of
good intentions while raising
a meaningful amount of EUR
(euro) for a great cause. Then
‘big surprise auction item’
came to raise money for
rebuilding Notre Dame???”
she wrote on Twitter.
“Surely the children
suffering in Marseille could
have used the €100,000 more
than the church that has
already received over a

F

billion in donations by
billionaires,” she railed.
“I hope they will
reconsider and give to
where it is needed, to the
community here in
Marseille where it was
intended. And would go much
further in making lives
better.”
The 51-year-old actor and
model, who holds both US and
Canadian citizenship,
attended the fundraiser with
her partner Adil Rami, an
Olympique Marseille

defender.
She also tweeted that “they
raised almost twice as much
money for the fabulous Bruce
Springsteen guitar as they did
all night for the kids.”
“I was so angry, and
disappointed. I asked Adil if
we could leave. We did.” That
tweet was later deleted.
Without replying directly
to her remarks, Olympique
Marseille said the total
amount raised during the
evening was €439,760.

AFP

Pamela Anderson
PHOTO: STEPHANE MAHE/REUTERS

ONLYTRUEWINNERS
WILLBECLICKED
UPON: BOMANIRANI
Today, if you look at
the OTT platforms,
there are so many
choices for you. If in
the first 10 minutes
you can’t grab them
[audiences] with
sharp writing, they
will pick another one!
BOMAN IRANI
ACTOR-PRODUCER

Rishabh Suri
ctor Boman Irani has his
hands full right now with
projects such as Made in
China and Drive. And
recently, he also announced his
venture into production with
his own house!
What many people don’t
know is that one of the reasons
behind this decision is the
actor’s love for writing, and he
feels that it’s time we value

A

writers in Bollywood. He says,
“It is time now that people
should value writers, pay them
well... they spend time alone,
coming up with things. Today,
if you look at the OTT
platforms, there are so many
choices for you. If in the first 10
minutes you can’t grab them
[audiences] with sharp writing,
they will pick another one!
They don’t have to stand at the
theatre and go ‘let’s watch this
one, or that one’. Earlier, you

saw one poster, today there are
five. And in your TV, you see
500 little posters! Only true
winners will be clicked upon,
and watched for 10 minutes, as
the attention span of people has
gone down really badly. Your
writing has to be sharper!”
Asked whether he has
started working on his first film
as a producer, he says, “Yes. It
is a relationship-based slice-oflife film. I hope it says more
than just ‘being from life’. It

should resonate with people.
And the relationships [I am
exploring in the film] are not
necessarily between a man and
woman, but between anyone —
father and son, mother and
daughter; why people who love
each other don’t necessarily get
along, like a house on fire.”
“We are putting the
finishing touches, and will cast
soon. We don’t need a big cast,”
he shares.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

A still from
the song
First Class
(Kalank)

Fever Ka Thappa
CERTIFIED HITS OF THE WEEK BY FEVER 104FM

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Song
First Class
Kalank Title Track
Coca Cola
Ghar More Pardesiya
Yeh Jawani
Slowly - Slowly
Vaddi Sharaban
Tu Mila Toh Haina
Teri Mitti
Ankh Maarey

Kalank
Kalank
Lukka Chuppi
Kalank
Student Of The Year 2
Guru Randhawa Ft. Pitbull
De De Pyar De
De De Pyar De
Kesari
Simmba

ON THIS DAY IN 1969
During the British band Led Zeppelin’s second North American
tour, the four-member act played for two consecutive nights at
the same venue in San Francisco, California. It was during their
show on the second night that Whole Lotta Love was played live
for the first time. The opening track of the band’s second album, it
went on to become one of the biggest rock anthems and is widely
considered, by critics and listeners alike, as one of the best rock
songs of all time.
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NOTCOMFORTABLEWITH GOT
SEXSCENE?DEAL WITH IT!
Arya Stark of Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams has
responded to the collective social media shock by
saying that she watched the scene with her family

aisie Williams has
responded to the
divided fan reactions
following her much
talked about sex scene in the
latest episode of Game of
Thrones, by pointing out that
if anyone should be feeling
awkward about the sequence,
it should be her as her entire
family watched it.
The sex scene between Arya
and Gendry (Joe Dempsie)
was arguably one of the most
shocking moments in another
buildup episode of the series’
final season.
The fans knew about the arc
between the two characters —
Gendry was Arya’s crush and
he also found comfort in her
friendship, especially since
they have journeyed together
before getting separated. Even
then, many felt, the timing of
the development was amiss.
Some said Arya was too
young to have sex. “Ok, I didn’t
like the Arya sex scene in the

M

newest episode of Game of
Throne, and not only because
it was awkward to see the
person that was once a child for
so long naked, but anyway the
rest of the episode was a pretty
solid 8.5/10, I’m kinda hopeful
for the rest of this season,” a
user wrote. “When you’ve been
waiting for Gendry and Arya to
get together for 4 seasons and it
finally happens, but then they
start getting naked...” a user
tweeted. Others wondered

WHILE SOME FANS
CONTEND ARYA WAS
TOO YOUNG TO HAVE
SEX, OTHERS FELT
THAT THE SCENE DID
NOT QUITE FIT IN WITH
HER CHARACTER ARC

whether the sex scene fit
within the character’s overall
character arc.
Two days after the episode
dropped, Williams made light
of the reactions on Tuesday,
saying her large family has
“probably watched” the scene
too. “If u feel uncomfortable
just know that my mother and
my step dad and my 2 sisters
and my 4 brothers have all
probably watched this too
ahahakillmeehehe (sic)” the
actor tweeted.
On the age factor, another
argument questions the silence
of people when Sophie Turner’s
Sansa Stark was raped by her
husband Ramsey Bolton (Iwan
Rheon) in season five. Some
also said the trolling reeked of
hypocrisy and sexism as no one
raised an eyebrow when in
season five Tommen, who also
grew up on the show, was
shown in bed with his wife,
Margaery, when she was 21
and he was just a teenager. PTI

JRR Tolkien’s family
does ‘not endorse’
upcoming biopic
he JRR Tolkien family
and the Tolkien estate on
Tuesday said they do “not
endorse” the biopic on the
iconic author of Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
set to be released next month.
Titled Tolkien, Nicholas
Hoult plays the eponymous
character in the film, directed
by Finnish helmer Dome
Karukoski. The family and
estate in a statement,
acquired by The Hollywood
Reporter, said they wished to
“make clear that they did not
approve of, authorise or
participate in the making” of
the film, which recounts the
years of toil and imagination
that gave the novelist the

T

Arya Stark is fascinated by warfare and has, through the course of her growing up from a child to a young
woman on the show, turned into a remorseless killer focused solely on revenge, having rejected all
‘ladylike’ pursuits

inspiration for his
storytelling in the early 20th
century. “They do not endorse
it or its content in any way,”
the statement added. A
representative confirmed that
the family is yet to watch the
film and the statement was
not regarding any particular
scene or element of the story.
They added that the estate
had been approached about
biopics in the past without
ever giving its approval. The
biopic, which also features
Lily Collins, Colm Meaney,
Derek Jacobi, Mimi Keene
and Pam Ferris, is due to land
on May 10, more than 46 years
after Tolkien’s death.

PTI

WillSmithsaysGeminiManisthe
mostdemandingfilmofhiscareer

Will Smith
plays his
present-day
and 23-yearold selves in
the film

Kate
Beckinsale
to play
vengeful
bouncer

JRR Tolkien is the author of The Lord of the Rings books

PHOTO: JON
KOPALOFF/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

ill Smith, who will be
fighting his younger
self in filmmaker Ang
Lee’s Gemini Man, on Tuesday
said the “emotional and
physical challenges” of
making the film have been the
most demanding of his career.
It is for the first time that
Smith — to be seen next in
Aladdin — has teamed up with
Oscar-winner Lee, one of the
most genre-bending directors
in the modern era.
Billed as an innovative
action-thriller, the film will
see Smith as Henry Brogan, an
elite assassin, who is suddenly
targeted and pursued by a
mysterious young operative
who seemingly can predict his
every move. The trailer of the
film shows a de-aged Smith.
Smith, who aged in reverse
with the help of technology to
play his 23-year-old version,

W

called Lee’s direction
“cinematic wizardry”.
“Ang is pushing the limits to
give people an experience in
the movie theatre that you
can’t get anywhere else. This
is not only an action film, but
an exploration of what one’s
younger self can ultimately
teach one’s older self. I’m 50
years old now, and the irony of
becoming 23-year-old Junior
in this film is that 23-year-old
me wouldn’t have been ready
for this experience or to take
on this role,” he said.

Lee, whose career includes
films such as Sense and
Sensibility (1995), Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000),
Brokeback Mountain (2005)
and Life of Pi (2012), said the
story could not have been
possible without the new
digital technology.
“It is my great fortune to be
able to experiment and test the

limits of what new digital
cinema has to offer us. No less
so to be able to work with two
Will Smiths — one beautifully
sophisticated, the other
exuberantly honest,” Lee said,
crediting the immense effort
and technical skill of the crew.
The film also stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Clive
Owen and Benedict Wong. PTI

Will Smith (R) in a still from Gemini Man

Ben Affleck
directing and
acting in World
War II caper
en Affleck will feature in
and direct a film based
on a US Army stunt in
the World War II era. The
film is called Ghost Army.
The film is based on the
book The Ghost Army of
World War II, written by
Rick Beyer and Elizabeth
Sayles, as well as Beyer’s
documentary on the story,
also called Ghost Army.
The latest script was
written by Nic Pizzolatto
with an earlier draft by
Henry Gayden. Affleck is
expected to rework the
screenplay.
The film tells the true
story of a squadron of
recruits from art schools,
advertisement agencies and
other creative businesses
who were tasked with fooling
the Nazis into thinking the
US had larger troop numbers
than it actually did. The book
follows a group of young GIs,
including fashion designer
Bill Blass, painter Ellsworth
Kelly, artist Arthur Singer,
photographer Art Kane, and
others, who conduct a secret
mission. Their job was to
create a travelling road show
of deception, armed with
inflatable tanks and soundeffects records, to spread
disinformation.

Ben Affleck
recently starred in
the action thriller
Triple Frontier
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/AP

FRAZER HARRISON/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

ctor Kate Beckinsale is set
to star in Jolt, a femaledriven action-comedy
helmed by Hysteria (2011)
director Tanya Wexler.
Written by Scott Wascha,
the film follows Lindy, a
bouncer with a slightly
murderous anger management
problem that she controls with
the help of an electrode-lined
vest she uses to shock herself
back to normalcy whenever
she gets homicidal.
After the first guy she’s ever
fallen for is murdered, she goes
on a revenge-fuelled rampage
to find the killer while the cops
pursue her as their chief
suspect, reports deadline.com.
“Jolt is a kick-ass and
painfully funny script. When I
saw that Kate Beckinsale was
attached to play the lead, I
jumped at the opportunity to

A

make the movie. This is the
movie for right now — a
revenge-action film for every
woman (and man) who wants
to turn their inner Thelma &
Louise’ up to 11,” Wexler said.
Production on the film is due
to begin in July in the UK and
Sofia, Bulgaria.

IANS

IN JOLT, KATE’S ROLE
ATTEMPTS TO FIND
HER BOYFRIEND’S
MURDERER WHILE ON
THE RUN FROM POLICE
OFFICIALS, WHO THINK
SHE KILLED HIM

THE FILM TELLS THE WWII STORY OF A GROUP OF
RECRUITS WHO WERE TASKED WITH FOOLING
THE NAZIS INTO THINKING THE US HAD LARGER
TROOP NUMBERS THAN IT ACTUALLY DID
Affleck is also attached to
produce alongside Andrew
Lazar. It is currently unclear
when the movie will go into
production as it is still in
development. The actor had
been regarding the project
for some time, but a busy
schedule shooting Gavin

ctor Natalie
Portman has been
roped in to narrate
the upcoming feature
film, Dolphin Reef. The
film is created by
Disneynature, the new
film label of the studio,
and will release on the
studio’s upcoming
streaming service,
according to The
Hollywood Reporter.
The film is being
directed by Keith
Scholey, who has
earlier helmed films
like Blue, Growing Up
Wild, African Cats,
among others.
The film revolves
around Echo, a
young Pacific
bottlenose dolphin
who can’t quite
decide if it’s time to
grow up and take on
new
responsibilities.
That is until he
cannot resist the
many adventures
the ocean has to
offer.
“Disneynature
takes audiences to
spectacular and remote

A

B
Kate Beckinsale
recently wrapped
production on
Charlie Day’s
directorial debut
El TontoPHOTO:

Natalie Portman
to lend her voice
for Dolphin Reef

O’Connor’s basketball
drama Torrance and the
Netflix political thriller
The Last Thing He Wanted,
delayed the commitment.
Affleck was recently seen
in another film on the
streaming platform, Triple
PTI
Frontier.

Actor Natalie Portman
will narrate the film

places to share remarkable
wildlife stories captured by
our award-winning film
crews,” Paul Baribault, the
vice president of the
company, said in a statement.
Dolphin Reef will join the
lineup of many other films
including the studio’s classics
101 Dalmatians, Bambi,
Fantasia, Mary Poppins,
The Sword in the Stone,
Steamboat Willie and
Sleeping Beauty on the
studio’s streaming service,
which is set to launch on
November 12. The platform
will also showcase all the new
High School Musical series
and the live-action remake of
Lady and the Tramp.

ANI

THE FILM REVOLVES
AROUND ECHO, A
YOUNG BOTTLENOSE
DOLPHIN WHO CAN’T
QUITE DECIDE IF IT’S
TIME TO TAKE ON NEW
RESPONSIBILITIES,
UNTIL HE CAN’T RESIST
THE ADVENTURES THE
OCEAN HAS TO OFFER

PHOTO: MONICA ALMEIDA/REUTERS
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shortstories
MAN HELD WITH
50GM HEROIN
MOHALI: Special Task Force (STF)
arrested a Nayagaon man with
50gm heroin from Phase 1, Mohali,
on Thursday. Accused Amit Panwar
is resident of Dashmesh Nagar in
Nayagaon. Following a tip-off,
Panwar was arrested at a naka
near Diplast Chowk in Mohali. The
accused used to bring heroin from
Delhi at ₹700 per gram and sell it
at ₹2,700 to 3,000 per gram in
Chandigarh, said police. Panwar
has been supplying heroin in
Chandigarh, Kharar and Mohali
from past six months, said police.
A case under the NDPS (Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances) Act has been registered at
HTC
Phase-4 police station.

Couple booked for
misbehaving with lawyer
CHANDIGARH: A senior advocate
has alleged that a couple, who
partly owns a jewellery store at
Sector 17, tried to restrain her and
misbehaved with her during a
discussion of a legal procedure,
police said on Thursday. Cops said
that the complainant, Sumita
Kapil, had gone to assist one Ravi
Jain in a case regarding a will
dispute between four sisters. She
alleged that after gathering at a
common spot to discuss the
matter, accused Anurag Sandhu
and Rosy Sandhu, of Sector 8,
allegedly threatened and restrained her. The couple has been
booked under Sections 341, 506,
509, 406 and 34 of the Indian
HTC
Penal Code (IPC).

Dr Gandhi, AAP’s Neena Mittal file nominations
HOLD ROAD SHOWS Sitting MP claims he is asking for votes on the basis of work done in his five-year tenure, while Mittal says civic issues will be her poll plan
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Sitting member Parlia-

ment (MP) and nominee of the
Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA) Dr Dharamvira Gandhi,
and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) candidate Neena Mittal
filed their nominations for
Lok Sabha elections in Patiala
on Thursday.
Both the candidates held show
of strength road shows with their
respective party workers and
supporters before visiting the
district electoral office to submit
their documents.
District electoral officer said
that candidates can file their
nomination papers by April 29,
and scrutiny of the documents
will be carried out the following
day. The candidates can withdraw their nomination by May 2.
In 2014, Gandhi had defeated
three-time Congress MP, former
Union minister and Punjab chief
minister Captain Amarinder
Siongh’s wife Preneet Kaur and
the then SAD-BJP nominee
Deepinder Singh Dhillon. He had
won the elections with a convincing margin of 20,929 votes.
Addressing the supporters
gathered at Urban Estate, Dr
Gandhi said that instead of

n

Punjab Democratic Alliance nominee Dr Dharamvira Gandhi during a road show; and (right) AAP candidate Neena Mittal was all smiles after filing her nomination papers in Patiala on Thursday. BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

indulging in mud-slinging to
defame his opponents, he is pursuing constructive politics.
“I am garnering votes on the
basis of my five-year tenure as an
MP. I worked honestly and stood
with the people of my constituency throughout these years. I
even took up their issues in the
Parliament,” Dr Gandhi said.

He added that he is not fighting against Congress’ Preneet
Kaur, or Shiromani Akali Dal’s
Surjit Singh Rakhra. “My fight is
about right and wrong, in favour
of democratic rights of people,
and to free people from the
shackles of anarchy and capitalism,” he explained.
He reiterated his demand of

Man murders friend for having
‘illicit relations’ with his wife
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A 35-year-old man was
allegedly murdered by his
friend after the latter suspected
him of having an illicit relationship with his wife at Dhanetha
village in Samana subdivision,
on Thursday.
The deceased was Jagtar
Singh, who as a farm labourer.
Sadar station house officer
(SHO) Gurdeep Singh said that
after killing Jagtar, the accused,
Gurjant Singh, buried his body
in agricultural fields.
Police started an investiga-

ON MAY 21, GURJANT
SINGH AND HIS BROTHER
GURWINDER, ATTACKED
THE VICTIM WITH
SHARP-EDGED
WEAPONS AND BURIED
THE BODY IN A FIELD
tion after the victim’s brother
Harpreet Singh registered a
missing complaint.
“Both Jagtar and Gurjant
worked at the same place and
shared a good camaraderie. Jag-

tar did not turn up at his job
since April 21. Following this,
the owner of the fields contacted
Harpreet on Wednesday,” the
SHO said.
He added that Harpreet even
asked Gurjant about his
brother’s whereabouts but the
latter failed to give any satisfactory response, which raised suspicion on Gurjant.
“After being questioning,
Gurjant confessed that he had
an altercation with Jagtar over
Jagtar’s illicit relationship with
his wife. On May 21, he, along
with his brother Gurwinder
Singh, attacked Jagtar with

sharp-edged weapons,
when he went to switch off the
tubewell at around 10pm,” the
SHO said.
The accused said that after
committing the crime, they buried Jagtar’s body in a field
behind the tubewell room.
“We have recovered the body
and the weapons used in the
crime,” police said. A case has
been registered against Gurjant
and his brother Gurwinder
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) and 34 (acts done by
several persons of common
intention) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).

250 students get degrees at
Asian Group’s convocation

WORLD MALARIA
DAY OBSERVED
IN SANGRUR

HT Correspondent

SANGRUR: World Malaria Day was

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: The Asian Group of Colleges held its first convocation
ceremony and alumni meet on
its campus here on Thursday.
Prof BS Ghuman, vice-chancellor of Punjabi University, given
degrees to over 250 students of
different courses.
In his convocation address,
Ghuman praised the college for
“gaining a remarkable position
among the 278 affiliated colleges
of the Punjabi University.” In
addition to this, he said that the
college is imparting quality education to children.
He advised students to work
hard and stressed that they
should work for upliftment of
the society. He said that if we
want a healthy society, we
should be sensitive towards

n

Punjabi University V-C Prof BS Ghuman presenting degree to a
student at Asian Group of Colleges in Patiala on Thursday. HT PHOTO

social issues. he said that more
soft skills courses should be
introduced in the curriculum so
that students can be prepared
for jobs.

Principal Dr Inderjit Singh
and chairman Tarsem Saini
highlighted on the academic,
administrative and research
excellence of the students.

legalising natural intoxicants
such as opium, poppy husk and
marijuana to curb the sale of
synthetic drugs.
“I will continue taking up
demand of legalising supply
of opium and poppy husk opioid
substitution therapy (OST) centres in the district and tehsil
level, at the Parliament,” he said.

Meanwhile, Sangrur MP
Bhagwant Mann, AAP co-president Dr Balbir Singh and other
senior leaders remained present
during the road show of party
nominee Neena Mittal.
On the sidelines of filing nomination papers, Mann said that
they are fighting the election as a
unit and not as individuals.

“The party will repeat its
strategy from the last Lok Sabha
elections and will definitely
repeat the success,” Mann said.
He added that the focus is on
personally reaching out
to as many people as possible in
every ward.
Meanwhile, Mittal said that
it’s time to make people aware of

the exploitation they have been
facing at hands of the corrupt
politicians over the years.
“We will contest on the plank
of civic issues. Basic amenities
are in a pathetic state at present.
Besides this, we will also focus
on constituency wise manifesto,
which will be released in the
coming days,” Mittal added.

RAPE AND MURDER OF 15-YR-OLD

Agitated villagers protest, block traffic
PATIALA: A day after the charred
body of a 15-year-old girl was
recovered, tension gripped in
Gulahar village. Some agitated
villagers tried to burn the shop
of one of the accused in the case.
Later, the villagers blocked the

Delhi-Sangrur national highway for six hours. The protested
against the village panchayat
for not taking up the matter with
police properly. The villagers
alleged that the panchayat is
favouring the accused.

The minor had gone missing
on Monday evening and her
half-burnt body was recovered
by police on Wednesday. During
probe, cops found that the girl
was allegedly kidnapped, raped
and murdered. The accused had

allegedly tried to chop her body
before setting it on fire. A case
was registered under Sections
302, 376 and 201 of the IPC. Police
said that the situation is under
control as additional force was
called in from Sangrur. HTC

observed at the district headquarters on Thursday. Different
teams were formed to conduct
door-to-door mass surveys and
spray. An awareness drive was
also flagged off in Sangrur.
Dr Upasna Bindra, district epidemiologist of Sangrur, said that
the theme of malaria day this
year is ‘zero malaria starts with
me’. “Malaria is a mosquitoborne disease caused by the bite
of anopheles mosquito. It is an
acute febrile illness with fever
headache and chills. Early diagnosis can help prevent and control malaria. We have sent different teams across district to
spread awareness and spray.
Meanwhile, seminars are being
organised in schools and colleges.
But these first symptoms may be
mild and difficult to recognise as
malaria.,” she said.
HTC

Shortage of food inspectors in dist
health department hitting work
Kanwarbir Singh
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Shortage of food inspectors with the health department
is taking a toll on the work of the
department, as work related to
sampling of adulterated and
unhygienic food goes unchecked
across district, claim residents.
Against three sanctioned posts
of food inspectors, only one post is
occupied. Remaining two posts
are vacant since past one year.
A department official, pleading anonymity, said that due to
shortage in the number of food
inspectors in district, most of the
remote areas including Samana,
Nabha, Ghanaur and Patran are

AGAINST THE THREE
SANCTIONED POSTS OF
FOOD INSPECTORS, ONLY
ONE POST IS OCCUPIED;
REMAINING TWO POSTS
ARE VACANT SINCE
PAST ONE YEAR
ignored when it comes to sampling of food products, especially
during festival season.
“Presently, on an average,
only 20 samples are collected
each month which are too less to
keep a tab on the quality
of food across district,” the

official added.
District health officer Satinder
Singh said that sampling is irregular as it is difficult to carry out
inspections in all areas with limited resources.
“We have set target of collecting at least 140 random samples of
food items per month, but with
only one food inspector available,
we are facing a tough challenge,”
he said. He added that with the
onset of summer, chances of food
poisoning has increased more as
food sold in the open are common
carriers of diseases.
Civil surgeon Dr Manjeet
Singh said that they have
sent a proposal to the higher
authorities for recruitment of

food inspectors but no action has
been taken so far.
Meanwhile, food and drug
administration commissioner
Kahan Singh Pannu said the
process of recruitment of food
inspectors is underway and will
be completed after the ongoing
Lok Sabha elections, which will
conclude on May 23.
In August last year, the district
police had seized nearly 7,000 litre
spurious milk, 323 bags (50kg
each) of skimmed powered milk,
250 litre chemical used in making adulterated milk, 20 quintal
cheese and 12 quintal ghee from
Singla Milk Chilling Centre at
Mehon village, 35km from the district headquarters.
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Millennial parents’ worry
RISING COSTS Though millennial parents are
stretching budgets to offer their kids the best, experts
believe there needs to be a practical approach, keeping
in mind the increasing expense on education

THE COST OF EDUCATION
1989

2019

Inflation

INCOME
Sonali Chowdhury
n

who has a three-year-old daughter and is
expecting a second child, echoes the
same sentiments. Ghare, who works as
a freelance consultant in the oil and gas
industry, grew up in a chawl and wants
to offer his kids things that he has been
deprived of. Millennial parents like
Chadhoke and Ghare are stretching
their budgets to offer their kids a lifestyle, which is way costlier than what
they received. To meet higher expenses,
both parents end up taking full-time
jobs, often leaving kids with minimal
family support.
“The average expense on a child,
including education, is around 15-25% of
the total expenses of a family. This is the
biggest chunk of the total expenses
incurred by a family if you exclude the
burden of a home loan,” says Nitin B.
Vyakaranam, founder and chief executive officer, ArthaYantra, a Telenganabased investment advisory firm.
Of the total childcare expenses, the
cost of education and healthcare
increases at a faster pace, considering
the double-digit inflation. “India has one
of the highest costs of education for private schools to gross domestic product
(GDP) per capita ratio, which comes to
around 92.59%,”addsVyakaranam.This
indicates that the cost of education in
India for private schools is very high as
compared with the average per capita
income of an individual.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: From education to healthcare,

millennial parents are leaving no stone
unturned to offer their children a perfect
lifestyle. However, thanks to exorbitant
school fees, steep health care costs and
maintaining that perfect lifestyle, millennial parents can’t seem to keep their
calm.
Take for instance, New Delhi-based
Nidhi Chandhoke, 34, a mother of a twoand-half-year-old boy, who says today’s
kids are spoilt for choices. After Chandhoke, who works as an editor with
Springer Nature India Pvt. Ltd., had her
son, she took efforts to learn more about
baby products through online platforms,
but, unconsciously ended up getting
hooked to international brands. From
purchasing her son’s first Carter’s dress
to SebaMed baby shampoo, she mostly
orders products on the higher end of the
price range. The reason: She wants to
give her child the best, even at the cost of
overlooking her budget several times.
Mumbai-based Mahesh Ghare, 36,

n

RISING COST OF EDUCATION
Exorbitant school fee in metros have
become a nightmare for parents, forcing
parents’ association in Hyderabad to
move the courts for a respite. This has
now turned into a social menace where
parents are lured by standards of education which comesat a premium. InMumbai, too, the situation is no different. “In
Maharashtra, fees can be revised every
two years and school can’t demand or
collect any fee without taking approval
as per the Act.
However, in the past five years, there
has been a 30% to 400% increase in fee in
private schools. In some schools, the fee
has risen from ₹40,000 to more than ₹2
lakh and the government has failed to
regulate it,” said Anubha Shrivastava
Sahai, president, India Wide Parents
Association and advocate at Bombay
high court.
Steep childcare and education costs

Mahesh Ghare, a consultant in the oil-gas industry in
Mumbai, says he wants to offer his daughter a
lifestyle that he could not afford while growing up,
even if its means stretching the budget.
HT PHOTO

■

Education inflation
currently is upward of
10%, in-short
planning for future
cost and calculation,
one should consider
same

■

Pre-primary cost
should not be an
indicative or base
figure for the primary
and later, school cost,
(next 10 years), as it
increases by almost 3
to 5 multiples on the
pre-primary/initial
cost annually

The cost of education tends to grow faster than income. Here is a look at the cost
of education in 1989 and 2019 in Nidhi Chandhoke's household.
(Figures in )

EXPENSES

10,000

9%

POST GRADUATION EXPENSES

11%

1,200

1,40,000

40,000

15,00,000

27,833

Combined salary
(Husband and wife)

13%

Annually

Schooling & other
expenses monthly

(

2019

1989

Inflation

School tuition fees

2,000

200

8%

Day care

2,333

-

-

Medical cost

6,250

150

Entertainment cost

2,500

100

13%
11%

Maid

10,000

-

-

Tuition fee

3,500

250

College fees

1,250

500

9%
3%

Not in scale)

■

Figures are indicative and not actual
Source: Moneyfrog, online financial planning platform
Living and food costs which is over and above is not factored in
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Based on our sample
size, in a city like
Mumabi orDelhi, to
raise or educate
(Class 1-10) a child,
annual cost is upward
of 1.8 lakhs or 15k
monthly, which covers
school fees, books,
uniform, tuition fees,
sports and other
activities

MUMBAI: Thefirstmonthofthefinancial
year 2019-2020 is about to end and most
of you must have been asked to declare
your investments. If you are in your
firstjobandwonderingwhyitisimportant to declare your investment now,
HTMoney tells you why.
If you are a salaried employee, your
employer will ask you to declare your
investmentsthatyouplantoundertake
at the beginning of the financial year.
This helps your employer calculate
your taxable income and deduct tax
deducted at source (TDS) accordingly.
“Themostcommonformofinvestment
declarations is for sections 80C, 80D,
home loan interest and principal and
house rent allowance,” said Melvin
Joseph,aMumbai-basedfinancialplanner.
Tax-saving investments such as
equity-linked savings schemes, public
provident fund and approved mutual

INVESTMENT DECLARATION
HELPS YOUR EMPLOYER
CALCULATE YOUR TAXABLE
INCOME AND DEDUCT
TDS ACCORDINGLY

fund schemes are a few investments
you can declare to save your taxes.
Sometax-savingexpendituresthatyou
mayundertakethroughouttheyearare
homeloaninterestandprincipal,house
rentallowance,medicalinsurancepremiums, tuition fee for children and
repayment of education loan. “Once
youinformyouremployerinvestments
you planto undertake,your tax obligation will be reduced accordingly, and
TDSwillbeevenlyspreadoutthroughout the year and deducted every
month,”saidShyamSunder,founderof
PeakAlpha Investment Services.
Adiscrepancycanhappenwhenyou
either declare more tax-breaks or less,
which means you have either paid
lesser or more taxes throughout the
year.“Thisisthereasonwhyyourcompany asks you to file your investment
proof in January and not In the
last month of a financial
year.Incaseofashortfallin
your targeted tax-saving
investments, your taxes for
the last three months of the
financial year will be calcuHere are a few investment options to save your
lated again and the TDS
taxes throughout the year
deducted will go up,” Sunder added. As a result, your
EXEMPTION CAP
VARIABLE
monthly take-home comes
OF 1.5 LAKH
down in the last three
EXEMPTION CAP
months.
Insurance: Payment towards Medical insurance
life insurance policies, ULIP
Declaring your investpremium: 25,000
ments
at the beginning of
exemption
is
allowed
Mutual fund: Subscription
the financial year leaves
for non-senior citizens
to an approved mutual fund
you with more disposable
and 50,000 for senior
of India
citizens
income in the coming
n Public provident fund
months.
“The need to do
Repayment of
n National saving certificate
investment declarations
education loan: The
stemsfromyourcompany’s
n Housing loan principal
interest can be claimed
requirement to deduct the
for exemption
n 5-year fixed deposit
right amount of TDS from
NPS schemes: A
n Tuition fee for children
your salary,” said Sunder.
maximum of 50,000 can
Your employer would not
n Sukanya Samriddhi
be invested and claimed
want
the amount to be too
Scheme
for exemption
lowbecausethentheywould
not meet their statutory
Source: HTResearch
obligations, whereas too
Note: Common investment avenues have been chosen. The
Income Tax Act provides for more exemptions in other
high a TDS would imply
categories as well.
extra monetary burden on
you.

HAVE YOU DECLARED YOUR
INVESTMENTS YET?

1

What it means: Nomination means
that you will be authorising another
person to administer the claim
proceeds in case it becomes a death
claim, said Nikhil Apte, chief
product officer, Royal Sundaram
General Insurance Co. Ltd. It is
mandatory to have a nominee in a
policy.

2

Nominee vs beneficiary: Nominee is
just an administrator for the claim
proceeds under the insurance policy
in the event of death of the policy
holder. Beneficiary is the person
who actually receives the money in
the event of death, said Apte.
Nominee and beneficiary can be the
same person for the policy, he
added.

TERM OF THE DAY

n

New-Delhi based editor, Nidhi Chandhoke, mother of two-year-old Yuvraj, says she
often tends to overlook budget while buying things for her son. The reason: She wants
SANCHIT KHANNA/HT
to give him the best.

often compel millennial parents to have
a single child. “Earlier, schools were run
by charitable trusts with the intent to
offer service to the society, but today
schools are run purely for profit. There
is a section of parents who equate costs
with good education. However, most
parents also don’t have the option to
send their children to schools with reasonable fees because of the limited seats.
Education cost is acting like a birth control pill where millennial couples are
now forced to opt for a single child,” says

WHAT IS IT?

revati.krishna@htlive.com

Here's what you should keep in mind
while picking your nominee

3

Ashish Naredi, executive member,
Hyderabad School Parent’s Association.
ASPIRATION VS REALITY
Schools have now become aspiration
and a status symbol, pushing millennial
parents towards debt. “Most millennial
parents are disconnected with reality.
The attitude of giving the best of the best
to kids leads to debt and credit card
defaults. You have to consider the right
choices and be practical. You can always
delay gratification and focus on other

Investment goals: Is overseas travel cover worth it?
Declare, stick to it
n

RIGHTSOFNOMINEEIN
INSURANCEPOLICIES

important needs,” says Suresh Sadagopan, founder, Ladder7 Financial AdvisoWho can be a nominee: The
ries. Millennial parents are in a rat race
nominee does not have to be a
and don’t want to miss out on certain
legal heir/beneficiary. They can be
kind of aspirational lifestyle as well, say
any family member or friend. In
experts. “If you the compare cost to
case your nominee is a minor, they
“baby-boomers”, it will only give heartshould have a legal guardian at the
burns, as things have changed drastitime of buying the policy.
cally over the last 15 years, in terms of
access, options and price points. In a
metro, the total cost of a kid’s education,
from primary to graduation, will be
around ₹50 lakh, which is huge,” says
Manoj Chahar, founder, Moneyfrog, an
online financial planning platform.
SURRENDER
The healthcare cost of a child is unaVALUE
voidable, but it can be managed with
medical insurance. However, there is no
WHAT IS IT?
alternative to education. One should
Surrender value is the amount of money you
select a school keeping in mind situareceive when you withdraw a policy before its tenure
tions wherein if one of the partners
is complete. "There is no surrender value in term and
drops out of employment for a cerhealth plans as there is no element of savings involved in
tain period or takes a home loan, the
it," said Anand Prabhudesai, co-founder, Turtlemint.
family should not be in a state of crisis. Moreover, experts feel parents
WHERE IS IT APPLICABLE?
should start a conversation with
For endowment plans there is a guaranteed surrender
value, mentioned in a schedule given to you at the time
kids about expenses to make them
of buying the policy. For ULIPs, surrender value
realise the importance of financial
depends on fund value at the time of surrendering,
independence. “A child accustomed to
he said. Insurers also levy surrender charges. For
a certain lifestyle may find it difficult to
ULIPs, no surrender charges are levied after
manage on his own. It is better to bring in
five years of the policy. In endowment
discipline from early years,” adds Sadaplans, charges are not levied
gopan. It’s important to prepare the child
after some years.
so that they are able to take care of their
long term needs.

moneybasics

Revati Krishna

quickguide

A travel insurance
plan is meant to
provide you cover
for medical emergencies while travelling overseas.
However, medical
emergencies are
not the only things that such policies
cover. “Your travel insurance plan may
coverlossofbaggage,flightdelays,transportationofmortalremainsfromanother
country, loss of passport, flight hijack,
etc,”saidLovaiiNavlakhi,founder,International Money Matters Pvt Ltd.
Schengen countries make it mandatory
for you to have a travel cover. You can
buytheplaninadvanceandmakeitapplicable from your travel date, said Navlakhi. You can buy the plan for a year or
makeitaone-offexpense,saidNavlakhi.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
The costs of the
insurance cover
vary depending on
the country and
suminsured.“Saya
30-year-old is buying a travel insurance plan which
hasamedicalsuminsuredof$50,000,personal accident cover of $15,000 and other
travel inconvenience covers for a 15-day
trip. The premium for worldwide countries including the US and Canada, is
around ₹1,257 plus taxes and for worldwide countries excluding the US and
Canada is ₹871 plus taxes,” said Bhaskar
Nerurkar, head of health claims, Bajaj
AllianzGeneralInsurance.Demarcation
of personalaccidentcoveranda medical
sum insured is not present in all travel
plansandhasbeenusedanexamplehere.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
If you are a frequent traveller,
then it is essential
for you to buy a
travel insurance
plan keeping in
mind possible
medical emergencies and consequently high medical
costs in other countries. “Medical costs
abroad are at least 6-7% more than what
you are charged in India and generally
an equivalent medical procedure costs
50-100% more in the US than other
countries,” said Nerurkar. “Those who
travel more than twice a month and on
short notices, should definitely go for an
annual overseas travel insurance
plan,” said Navlakhi. Other travellers
can insure their travels on a per-trip
basis.

TOUR TIPS

Want to travel? Don’t borrow for it
HT Correspondent
n

credit score which can be harmful for
your future borrowings.

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Where are you going next?

What are your travel plans for this
year? These friendly questions often
crop up during conversations with
friends and family. As more and
more Indians are taking holidays
or vacations at regular intervals, it
is obvious that someone in your
friend circle is likely to travel every
month. Many tend to give into the
peer pressure or feel the urge to
travel just because everyone else
is. Vacations are good and everyone should have the option to take
regular breaks. However, it is
important to keep an eye on the
travel cost. Here is how you should
plan your travel kitty and why taking
a loan to travel is a bad option.
DON’T BORROW TO TRAVEL
Financial planners suggest that you
should not take a loan for any
expenses, including travel. Travel
loans are basically personal loans.
As these loans are unsecured ones,
the interest rates are higher and can
usually range between 12-20% per
annum. You also have to pay a proc-

ILLUSTRATION: SHRIKRISHNA PATKAR

essing fee which is 1-2% of the loan
amount. Say, you need ₹2 lakh to
travel to London. At an interest rate
of 15% for a tenure of two years, you
will end up paying ₹2.37 lakh-₹32,000
as interest and ₹4,000 as processing
fee at 2% of the loan amount. In case
you fail to repay the loan on time, you
will have to pay a penalty and it will
also have a negative impact on your

SAVE AND SPEND
Instead of borrowing, you can
save money. For the same
trip, which costs ₹2 lakh,
you can start by setting
aside ₹16,700 every month
and without putting it in
any financial instrument,
you will have ₹2 lakh in a
year.
If you put the
amount in a recurring
deposit which gives
you 8% return, you will
need to put ₹15,958 aside.
If the trip is two years
away, you need to put aside ₹7,660 to
reach the target amount, without factoring in inflation. Instead of giving
in to instant gratification, delay your
trip so that you have enough money.
You can also consider fixed deposit
and debt fund instruments to save
and invest money to fulfil your shortterm needs such as a holiday. Taking
a loan can make your trip more
expensive, whereas saving first can
bring down the cost. So, plan ahead
and don’t give into the temptations.

BANKS CUT RATES
MARGINALLY
Here are the banks that have reduced
MCLR rates after the repo rate cut

(in%*)
Bank
name

MCLR before
April 4*
6-month

Bank of
Maharashtra
IDBI Bank
J&K Bank
State Bank
of India
Federal
Bank
Indian
Overseas
Bank
Syndicate
Bank

MCLR after
April 4*

1 yr

6-month 1-yr

8.55
8.65
8.8

8.75
9.05
9

8.5 8.7
8.6
9
8.75 8.95

8.4

8.55

8.35

8.5

9.1

9.2

9.05

9.15

8.5

8.7

8.6

8.65

8.5 8.65
8.55

8.6

Note: Data as on April 17, 2019. Table
contains data of only such banks that
have changed interest rate on or after
April 4, 2019. The list is not claimed to be
exhaustive, there could be more banks
that have changed the rates but not are
not reflected in the table
Source: Bankbazaar.com

RETURNS
ON EQUITY
If you had invested in equity, here
is how this asset class would have
performed.

(in %)

14.01

14.96

14.88

14.17

11.51

1 year

3 yrs

5 yrs

10 yrs

15 yrs

Sensex data as on April 19, 2019
Source: Bloomberg
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‘Maera is an extremely dear friend of mine’
Sangeeta Yadav
aving stayed
away from the
film circuit
for some
time,
Adhyay
an
Summ
an is
now
focusing
on a singing career. The Haale-Dil (2008) and Heartless
(2014) actor is basking in the
success of his cover of Arjun
Kanungo’s Aaya Na Tu 2.0,
and is all set for his second
single featuring him and his

H

girlfriend Maera Mishra. This
time, he is recreating the love
song Soniyo, originally sung
by Sonu Nigam for his film
Raaz: The Mystery
Continues (2009).
“I’m an old school lover
and believe that a true love is
eternal, selfless and
unconditional which is
missing in today’s generation.
So, through a recreation of
the song Soniyo, I wanted to
put out a message that
unconditional love still exists.
This love song is the best
song for this sentiment and
I remember so many people
wrote about the fact that
Soniyo was their favourite

song, which they also used to
propose to their girlfriend or
wife,” Adhyayan says.
When asked if he plans to
propose to Maera, who
starred in a dating-based
reality show with this song,
he says, “Woh toh raaz hai…
raaz ko raaz hi rehne do.
Having said that, our
relationship is shaping up
very well.”
“Maera is an extremely
dear friend of mine... I do
want people to see Soniyo
because they will see what
Maera and I actually are,
without saying anything and
giving out more information,”
Adhyayan adds.

Actor Salman Khan says that he is not in favour of digital shows as there is no
censorship and kids have access to it; adds that there needs to be a body to govern it
Sneha Mahadevan
alman Khan has been an
actor for over three
decades. But few know
that the 53-year-old, who
made his big screen debut in
1988, entered the industry
wanting to be a director. Acting
just happened to him and the
gig has been going on for 30
years now. However,
Salman says that direction
is something that he is
extremely passionate
about, and he will definitely
direct at some point in the
future. Excerpts from an
interview:

S

You have been part of several
projects. How do you look at your
projects and choose to be a part of

them?
It’s always the script. It has
always been that way. When
the audience walks out of the
theatre, they should feel that
they want a boyfriend like my
character, or a son like that or a
husband. Every actor should
see the film in totality from the
audience’s perspective.

too. The amount of work that
went into it is 10 times more
than what I put in any other
film. Because you need to lose
weight to look a certain way
and then you need to put on
that weight. And all this always
has to be done in a short span of
time. Earlier, it was easier, but
now, of course it’s tougher.

we cut some scenes but on the
web, they show anything and
everything. There is no
censorship. There should be an
appointed body that takes that
call. My problem is that young
kids are also watching
it because everyone has access
to a phone. So, that’s not cool
with me.

Is playing roles that require
physical transformation tougher
for you now?
Right now, I am shooting for
the third instalment of the
Dabangg franchise, which is a
prequel. Then, Bharat is
releasing, which is a journey
from the age of nine to 27 to 35
to 45 to 70. So I am playing all
those age groups in Bharat.
You saw that in Sultan (2016),

A lot of your contemporaries are
working on interesting projects in
the digital space. Does that entice
you?
No, I don’t like it. I mean,
it’s a damn good space but I
don’t like all that is being
shown on the digital platforms.
In films, if there are three-four
extra punches, it gets censored
and we get an A certificate. We
get a U/A certificate only when

Does direction interest you?
Not now. But I will [direct] at
some point. I started my career
wanting to be a director so I
think that I will do that at some
point in the future. But I will
make a very small film. Badi
picture ka matlab yeh nahi
hota ki production mein paisa
kharch karo, it means bada plot
hona chahiye, and content
bada hona chahiye.

Stoppedsharingclothesdueto
fashionpolice:Khurranabros
Rishabh Suri
ctors Aparshakti Khurana
and Ayushmann
Khurrana are among the
coolest siblings in the show
business and share a great
camaraderie. And what keeps
the two close is food!
Aparshakti tell us, “Our
bonding can only happen over
food. There’s a particular
paneer naan in Chandigarh at
Papaji da Dhaba. Whenever we
are there, that is our partner in
crime thing. Then there’s desi
mithaai, gajar ka halwa, gulab
jamun, which we call gulabo.”
It comes as a surprise that
the two weren’t the typical
naughty kids. “We never really
played pranks; we were not too
much of prank people. We

A

never even in a fun way bullied
each other; we were just two
cute boys (laughs). Also, on
Diwali, we would take out our
car to go and distribute
mithaais together,” he says.
“The one thing which I miss,
however, is not sharing clothes

with him anymore because
of the fashion police! We
used to share a lot of clothes
earlier before we became
actors.”
“Now, we have stopped
doing that. It’s not [deemed]
‘cool’ wearing them. If possible,

Early pain free mobility with
robotic knee replacement
ith over 300 successful
joint replacements in
a year using robotic
technology, Amandeep
Group of Hospitals in
Amritsar is setting new
benchmarks in delivering
high quality patient care for
early rehabilitation and pain
free mobility for those
suffering from osteoarthritis
of the knee. The orthopedic
department has become a
centre of excellence in
orthopaedics for patients
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. People
who have undergone this
surgery at this hospital have
reported faster recovery
with minimal pain.
Dr Avtar Singh, chief
orthopaedic surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar, said,
“Compared to traditional
joint replacement surgeries,
the robotic-assisted joint
replacement scores over
many parameters. It’s bone
conserving technology helps
in preserving natural
anatomy. Besides, enhanced
precision and lesser bone
removal leads to less blood
loss, painless, faster and
better postoperative
outcomes for patients.”
Robotic surgery is faster
which allows doctors to
provide care for more people

W

FOR DETAILS:

PHOTO: HTCS

Dr Avtar Singh,
Chief orthopaedic
surgeon,
Amandeep Group of
Hospitals, Amritsar

and cut the waiting lists.
Though it’s possible to
perform knee joint
replacement surgeries
manually but it’s very
difficult and less accurate
often leading to a revision
surgery. The NAVIO Robotic
system reduces possibilities
of human error and ensures
perfect alignment, leading to
longevity of joint implant.
For a successful surgery, the
surgeon’s expertise and
robot’s precision make it
more effective for better
patient outcome.
“I was on so many pain
killers and there was no
option other than surgery,”
said 64year-old Hardeep

Bakshi, who initially thought
of going to US, where her son
lives for a robotic surgery.
She dropped the idea after
knowing that the same
technology is being offered in
Amandeep Hospital,
Amritsar, by Dr Avtar Singh.
She underwent a bilateral
knee replacement surgery
where the surgeon used this
cutting-edge technology.
“The pains in my knees have
gone. I now have started
advising everyone to have
their surgeries here. Some of
us unfortunately still believe
that abroad is better but that
is not true. We have the best
doctors with the latest in
technology here,” she said.
The orthopedic
department headed by Dr
Avtar Singh and his team
work with care and
commitment round the clock
towards their patients and
makes them feel at home.
The department has always
been at the helm of
technology. Patient safety
and outcomes have always
been their priority. Till date
Orthopaedic team has done
over 1.25 lakh surgeries.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any health claim made in the
above article is the
responsibility of the
hospital/doctor concerned.

I would really want to break
these barriers. We are
brothers,” says Aparshakti,
who was recently seen in Luka
Chuppi. So, how has the
equation between the two
changed, if it has at all?
“We are the same, and have
only become closer. Earlier, we
were not staying in the same
city. He had moved to Mumbai
way before I did, about twoand-a-half years back. And I
shifted after Dangal. Once you
stay in the same city, you come
close,” he says.
On what’s keeping him busy,
he reveals, “I am shooting for a
film, tentatively titled, Kanpur
or Kanpuriye. There’s also
Street Dancer 3D; only the
climax is left. Though, I am not
dancing in the film (laughs).”

STOP PRESS

KAREENA KAPOOR
KHAN TO PLAY A COP
FOR THE FIRST TIME
ctor Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to play a
cop in the Irrfan-starrer
Angrezi Medium.

A

Talking about Kareena’s
character in the film,
producer Dinesh Vijan
told Pinkvilla, “Kareena
is a great addition to
our franchise. Here, s
he plays a cop, a
role she’s never done
before.”
Kareena, too, confirmed in
an interview that she will
not be romantically linked
to Irrfan in the film.

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.
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A change in diet and health plan seems to
have worked great for you as you are
enjoying a relaxing day. Your inefficiency
may cost you a lucrative deal on the
professional front. Socially, you will be
highly praised for your politeness and
tolerance. An out-of-town trip at a short
notice may be welcomed. Wealth in form of
property might come through inheritance.

Channing Tatum: The American actor, known
for his role in films such as Magic Mike, 21 Jump
Street (both 2012) and Foxcatcher (2014), turns
39 today.

Health will be satisfactory as you remain
regular in workouts. Purchasing an
expensive item can prove heavy on the
pocket today. Some of you are likely to
overstep the deadline for a job and
CANCER
might lose a chance to appease your
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
boss. A change of location or shift might
make some members of your family
disappointed. Some of you may have to
proceed for an out-of-town official tour. Property wise things will go
as planned for you.

Strict dietary control is important as bad
health cannot be ruled out. Timely and
correct decision will help you in saving a
lot of money. Slowly and gradually you
are likely to be recognised for your
TAURUS
efforts on the professional front. On the
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family front, homemakers will get a
chance to implement their ideas and making
everyone happy. Travelling with a colleague
might get things uncomfortable because of certain issues.

Good health will find you full of energy
today. A raise in terms of finance is
possible for some. A situation on the
professional front may not be of your
liking. A proud moment in the family is
GEMINI
expected to cheer everyone up. A long
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
drive with friends might become very
tedious and tiresome due to jams and road
blockages. Those in the property or construction
field can expect good returns from their business.

Love Focus: Chances of catching the eye of the one you admire can
only happen if you make your presence felt.

Love Focus: Romance is in the air for the wedded couples, so a
special evening is in order!

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Lemon

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Light Red

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Those worried about their health can lay
their fears to rest as they will remain
perfectly fit. You must wait for some
more time before investing on a project
that needs you to spend all your money.
Your energy and dynamism will get you
what you aim for today. Though you
spend a lot of time in socialising you will
love every moment of it. A long planned outing
might get shelved due to some reason.

Your physical condition improves as you
enjoy a good health. Balancing act
between home and office will remain
smooth for most working women. You
will manage to ignore distractions and
interruptions at work to complete a
pending task in time. Your involvement on
the domestic front will not be much
appreciated. Travelling far and wide on official
trip will make you feel tired.

You will be content in terms of your health
and well-being. Financial issues need to
be tackled with extreme care. It is one of
those days when you will feel satisfied
with whatever you do on the
LIBRA
professional front. Chances of getting
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
emotionally blackmailed by someone in
the family cannot be ruled out. Some of you
are all set to enjoy a splendid vacation. A property
by inheritance is likely to get you into legal mess.

Health remains satisfactory. A piece of
news regarding the settlement of a loan
is likely to keep you in a good mood. You
might require putting in extra efforts to
complete a task entrusted to you. An old
friend or a relative is likely to pay you a
visit and cheer you up. Some of you might
be invited overseas for lecture or consultancy.
Buying a property today will be very fruitful.

ARIES

(MAR 21 - APR 20)

Love Focus: A remark by your partner might be hurtful and may
provoke you to lose your calm. Stars advise you to maintain a low
profile.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love Focus: Some of you can get hard-pressed for time on the
romantic front and cut short your meeting with lover today.

Love Focus: Your romantic feelings will be readily reciprocated by
the one you love, so get ready for a great day!

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Green

Those feeling under the weather will
improve for better. Good monetary
decisions are likely to keep you
financially secure. Some of you can face
unexpected competition at work, which
SAGITTARIUS
will boost you to work more and better.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
You are likely to be in mental tension
regarding a youngster in the family. A holiday
is likely to make you relax and rejuvenate you sedentary life. It is time
to mend fences with someone you are fighting a legal property
battle with.

Health remains in control today.
Recovering a loaned amount from
someone will not pose much difficulty. It
is high time to focus on your career
graph at this juncture as it will work as
CAPRICORN
for you progress. A trip to someplace
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
exciting is on the cards for some. You will be
able to defuse tensions prevailing at home by
your tactful ways and make everyone happy. Your dreams of having
your own flat or house is likely to be realised soon.

Love Focus: Candlelight dinner, soft music or whatever else you have
in mind will do the trick in pleasing lover!
Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Love Focus: Lover may need space, so respect that.

Love Focus: Something may keep bugging your mind on the
romantic front and keep you away from enjoying togetherness.

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Beige

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: White

SUDOKU

Love Focus: Eligible might have to try hard to find a life partner.

Chances of getting well are evident as
you are putting in extra effort. Your
innovative ideas on the professional
front are likely to be well received. Your
analytical mind will keep you from doing
AQUARIUS
anything hasty in a relationship problem
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
at home. A long journey may prove to be
both tiring and uncomfortable. A major
purchase in the form of a property may make a dent in your savings.
Love Focus: Rekindling your love life is much needed, if you want to
strengthen bonds with partner.

Love Focus: A golden opportunity to win over the one you love is
about to present itself.
Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Purple

Good health will keep you energetic.
Remaining on the saving mode will help
you strengthen your financial front. A
job switch needs to be considered taking
all aspects into consideration. Uplifting
PISCES
and improving your quality of life and
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
those around you will take both time and
effort, so have patience. You might have to
wait for some more time to purchase a new vehicle due to some
paper work.
Love Focus: This is the day when you can find lover in the most
receptive mood to share your inner feelings.

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Parrot Green

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Light Grey

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Bill Watterson

Selma
Blair
PHOTO:
AFP

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
In the 1995 hit film Dilwale Dulhaniya Le
Jayenge, pRoduceR Yash ChopRa wanted
Milind Gunaji foR PaRmeet Sethi’s Role. But
Milind Refused to shave off his beaRd.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3067
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

BKEOR
JTIOS
ADELNT
AC MUUV
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the
first celebrity she had
ever shot

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Broke, joist, dental, vacuum
ANSWER: Revolutions are always verbose. - Leon Trotsky

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

IANS

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

MOVIES ON TV

EDITOR’S
PICK
Starring: Martin Compston,
Vicky McClure, Adrian Dunbar

LINE OF DUTY
2012 | 16+ | 4 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: DS Steve Arnott is
transferred to a police
anticorruption unit after he
refuses to be part of a cover-up
involving accidental shooting.

Starring: Kate Beckinsale,
Ólafur Darri Ólafsson

SELMA BLAIR, ACTOR
She further added, “Plus, I
loved her movie All This
Panic (2016) and even
moderated a screening, so I
was invited on board. I hadn’t
read the books, but I
immediately went and
downloaded them, as
billions have done. I love
being a small part of
something that has an
energy around it and
people really want to see it
already.”
“The experience is also a
throwback to Cruel
Intentions,” added the
actor, who plays the role
of the mother of the lead
Tessa Young (played by
Josephine Langford)
in After.
After also stars Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin, Shane Paul
McGhie, Samuel Larsen,
Khadijha Red Thunder, Swen
Temmel, Inanna Sarkis, Peter
Gallagher, Jennifer Beals, Pia
Mia, Meadow Williams and
Dylan Arnold.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

ctor Selma Blair says
working on the romantic
drama, After, was a
throwback to Cruel Intentions
(1999).
The 1999 film was about a
dysfunctional family
relationship between a
stepbrother and stepsister. It
featured Blair, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan
Phillippe and Reese
Witherspoon.
Based on Anna Todd’s
young adult romance novel of
the same name, After
narrates the journey of a
young woman who falls for a
man with a dark secret and
the two embark on a rocky
relationship.
“I did a photo shoot with
Jenny right when I was
starting out. I was the first
celebrity she had ever shot,”
Blair said in a statement.

- Leon TRotsky (11)

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

ActorSelmaBlair’s
CruelIntentions
throwbackmoment

_____ aRe always veRbose.

THE WIDOW
2019 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

SALUTE SIACHEN
2017 | 13+ | Season 1 | Series

EDITOR’S
PICK

Synopsis: A woman’s search
to uncover the mysterious
disappearance of her husband
leads her to the Congo.

Iron Man 2 at
1646

Starring: Namrata Gujaran,
Arjun Rampal, Sonnalli Seygall

0917 A Quiet Place
1050 Rango
1242 Kong: Skull Island
1442 Justice League
1646 Iron Man 2
1857 Geostorm
2100 Armour of God II
2307 Rampage

Synopsis: Actors, models and
sportspersons attempt to scale
the most treacherous parts of
the Siachen glacier.

Home Alone at 1601
1128 Dawn To The Planets of
The Apes
1355 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
The Voyage Of The Dawn
Treader
1601 Home Alone
1808 Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol 2
2050 Avatar

A Cinderella Story
at 1758
1128 Beneath
1255 Mean Machine
1430 Rush Hour
1611 What A Girl Wants
1758 A Cinderella Story
1930 Dragon Lord
2100 Focus
2245 Blades of Glory

Starring: Rajkummar Rao,
Naveen Kasturia, Anna Ador

BOSE: DEAD/ALIVE
2017 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: This is the story of
India’s biggest cover-up: Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and the
mystery of his alleged death.

Starring: James Spader, William
Shatner, Candice Bergen

BOSTON LEGAL
2004 | 16+ | 5 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: Ethicallychallenged attorney Alan Shore
makes his mark winning cases
no one would take.

Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
at 2100
1045 Narsimha
1445 Aankhen
1820 Asuravadham
2100 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni

GI Joe: Retaliation
at 1116
1116 GI Joe: Retaliation
1342 Chennai Express
1645 Chennai Vs China
2000 Sardaar Gabbar Singh
2240 Train To Busan

Spyder at 2100
1113 Dildaar The Arya
1225 I
1550 Linga
1839 Khiladi Khel Ka
2100 Spyder
2346 Rowdy Rajkumar

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

