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CAMPUS: 8 KMS FROM CHANDIGARH
Chandigarh-Ambala National Highway, Derabassi (Punjab)
Scholarships
worth

75
acres

200
Lacs

`

ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY
M.Tech | B.Tech | Diploma

Lush Green
Campus

9416804102
9814821477

SPECIAL FEATURES
65 Acres of Lush Green Campus with World Class Infrastructure
45 years of Excellence in Professional Education

(Mechanical, Civil, Computer Science, Electronics, Electrical)

DENTAL (BDS)

Multispeciality Hospital & Medical Facilities Available in Campus

9501099999

High Speed Internet Connectivity 24x7 & Wi-Fi Campus, Teaching
through Latest Technology

Bachelor of Dental Surgery

Spacious & Air-Conditioned Library, AC Class rooms, Labs

MANAGEMENT

State of Art, Seminar Halls & Conference Rooms

9416804102

Oldest group of Colleges in the Region

MBA MCA BBA BCA M.Com & B.Com (Professional)
|

|

|

|

SRI SUKHMANI COLLEGE OF LAW

Best in Placements
Separate A/C Hostel for Boys & Girls

9501099999

Bank, Cafe, Medical, Gym, Library & Transportation Facility

Law* (BA. LLB 5 Years, LLB 3 Years)

Collaboration with Foreign Universities

9872205266
9501099999

NURSING

Academic - Industry Interaction for Research Students
Training and Placement Services

M.Sc. (Nursing) | B.Sc. (Nursing) | B.Sc. Post Basic | GNM

Scholarships worth Rs. 200 lacs
Ragging Free Campus

9501099999
9417187165

HOTEL MANAGEMENT

7 Days open for Admission Counseling

B.Sc HMCT B.Sc. MLT M.Sc. MLT
|

|

|

SRI SUKHMANI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

*T & C APPLY

Highly
Qualified &
Dedicated
Faculty

Best
in
Placements

OUR TOP FEW RECRUITERS

9815553569

Nursery to 10+2 (CBSE)

INDIAN NAVY

Sri Sukhmani Institute of Management, Delhi

9810011590

Swarn Public School, Delhi

9810598199

INDIAN
ARMY

INDIAN AIR FORCE

Nursery to VIII (CBSE)

International Polytechnic for Women, Delhi

Ambience Air Tech

011-24624049

Fashion Design Apparel Design & Boutique Management
Interior Design & Display | Journalism & Mass Comm. | Teachers
Training (NPTT) | Modern Office Management/S.P. | Travel &
Tourism Management | Beauty Culture & Hair Dressing
|

Techno Med Systems

Airsoft
Infosys

Advance
Technology

Munjal Showa

Sri Sukhmani Engineering College

Sri Sukhmani Dental Collage

Sri Sukhmani College of Nursing

Sri Sukhmani Multi Specialty Hospital

Sri Sukhmani Polytechnic College

Management College

Sri Sukhmani International School

International Polytechnic for Women, Delhi

Swarn Public School, Delhi

Sri Sukhmani Auditorum

CORPORATE OFFICE : SCO 447-448, First Floor, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh Ph. : 0172-2661156, 2603352
CAMPUS: 8 kms From Chandigarh, Chandigarh - Ambala Highway,
Delhi : A-3, Ring Road, South Extension-I, New Delhi-49

01762-524805, 506445,
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list of six ‘surgical
USbolstersIndia’sstand Cong’s
strikes’ sparks fresh row

onPaklinkinAzharban

PULWAMA ANGLE Says UN designation shows global commitment on fighting terror in Pak
Yashwant Raj and Rezaul H Laskar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

RIPPLES OF THE UN MOVE

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI: The US

has said the UN designation of
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief
Masood Azhar reflects “internationalcommitmenttorootingout
terrorisminPakistan”,quashing
Islamabad’seffortstoportraythe
absence of a reference to the Pulwama attack in the listing as a
“diplomatic win”.
India’s external affairs ministry, too, responded to pointed
questions on the lack of references to the Pulwama attack and
terrorism in Kashmirin Azhar’s
listing by saying the global terroristtagfortheJeMfounderwill
increase pressure onPakistan to
take “credible, verifiable and
irreversible action” against terrorists based on its soil. The proposal moved on February 27 by
France, the US and the UK to list
Azhar contained a reference to
the Pulwama attack, which
resulted in death of 40 troopers,
andalsotoJammuandKashmir.
CONTINUED ON P10

shortstories
EC CLEAN CHIT
TO PM, RAHUL
NEW DELHI: The Election Commission of India has cleared Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Congress president Rahul Gandhi
of wrongdoing in one complaint
each of violation of the model
code of conduct they faced for
speeches made on the Lok Sabha
campaign trail. ECI said on
Thursday that it found no violation in the speech Modi delivered
at Barmer in Rajasthan on April 21
in which he said India hadn’t kept
a nuclear arsenal for use on
Diwali, the festival of lights and
HTC
fireworks.

Dantewada plotter
gunned down
RAIPUR: A Maoist commander
who plotted the Dantewada
attack, that claimed the lives of
BJP legislator Bhima Mandavi and
four policemen last month, was
shot dead in an encounter with
security forces on Thursday, police
said. The commander, Madvi
Muiya, was gunned down a day
after red rebels triggered a blast
killing 15 commandos of C-60
security force in Gadchiroli. ››P13

Designating Azhar demonstrates
international commitment to
rooting out terrorism in Pakistan
and bringing security and stability
to South Asia — GARRETT MARQUIS,
US National Security Council spokesperson

It is not supposed to be a bio-data
of all his terrorist acts. For us,
what is important is that he has
been designated as a terrorist. The
terror attack in Pulwama did play
a role... — RAVEESH KUMAR, MEA

For many decades, India has been seeking a
ban on target of Masood Azhar. A lot of
terrorist attacks were done by him and his
terrorist organisation. This UN sanction is a
big win for India and its diplomatic
effort —ARUN JAITLEY, Union minister
After Masood Azhar masterminded the
Mumbai terror attack in 2008, the process
to name him as a global terrorist was
started by a UPA government... We are
happy the process has concluded...
—P CHIDAMBARAM, Congress leader

Shishir Gupta
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Amid the behind-thescenes manoeuvring that led to
the UN blacklisting of Jaish-eMohammedchiefMasoodAzhar,
Pakistan used China to pressure
Indonesia, the chair of the 1267

SanctionsCommittee,toputoffa
key meeting to May 6 so that the
Narendra Modi government
couldn’t derive political mileage
from the issue.
Accordingtodiplomats,theUS
gaveChinathefirstultimatumof
making a decision on lifting its
technical hold on Azhar’s listing

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress on
Thursday released details of six
surgical strikes conducted during the United Progressive Allianceregime—adayafterformer
primeministerManmohanSingh
assertedthatmultiplesuchoperations took place in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir during his government’s tenure, prompting
finance minister Arun Jaitley to
describe those strikes as “invisible and unknown”.
The battle over surgical
strikes comes in the middle of an
electionseasoninwhichnational
security has emerged as a key
point of debate between the two
sides.

CONG NAMES PLACES WHERE
ATTACKS WERE LAUNCHED

DEL
TIM ES, NEW
HINDUS TAN MAY 02, 2019
THURS DAY,

June 19, 2008: Poonch
August 30-September 1, 2011:
Neelam valley
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weren’t just meant

July 27-28, 2013: Nazapir Sector
December 13, 2013: Pakistan
occupied Kashmir
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January 6, 2013: Sawan Patra
checkpost
August 6, 2013: Neelam valley
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ormer
Manmohan
anmo an Singh
ng
told HT the UPA government
ordered multiple surgical strikes

that time, and the [then] prime
minister[ManmohanSingh]said
no. When we succeed in air
strikes, they doubt it,” Jaitley
said at a press conference.

Courtemployeewhohaslevelled
charges of sexual harassment
against Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi is weighing her
options and will await the report
of the three-member panel of
judges “for a few days,” before
decidingonhernextmove,oneof
the lawyers associated with her
case said. “She can file an FIR
with a police station but that will
require the permission of the
PresidentofIndia.Shecanalsogo
to court challenging her dismissal from service as being
malafide,’’ said Supreme Court
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.
The three-member panel,
which continued with its hearings ex-parte (minus the complainant), is likely to give its
report in a sealed cover. ››P13

byApril23,failingwhichitwould
takethemattertotheUNSC.The
diplomatssaidthat India,aspart
of a well-considered strategy, let
the US take the lead and did not
even raise the matter with Chineseofficialswhenforeignsecretary Vijay Gokhale travelled to
››P13
Beijing.

Shergill to stay in fray: HC
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH/RUPNAGAR: The Punjab and Haryana high court on
Thursday set aside the election
commission order barring Aam
Aadmi Party’s Anandpur Sahib
candidate Narinder Singh Shergill from contesting polls for
three years and asked the
returning officer to accept his
nomination papers.
The high court bench of justice Daya Chaudhary and justice
Sudhir Mittal passéd the order
after a late-evening hearing.
“The high court has quashed the
decision of the election commission to disqualify him (Shergill)
and told authorities concerned
to accept his papers. The detailed
order is awaited,” said senior
advocate AkshayBhan, who represented Shergill.
Earlier in the day, Rupnagar
deputy commissioner-cum-returning officer Sumeet Jarangal
had rejected Shergill’s nomination. “Shergill was given time till
3 pm on Thursday to submit any

n

Narinder Singh Shergill

SETS ASIDE EC ORDER
BARRING AAP’S
ANANDPUR SAHIB LS
NOMINEE FROM
CONTESTING POLLS
proof against his disqualification or show relief, if any, from
the court. But he failed to do so,”
he said.
Jarangal however, accepted
the papers of Shergill’s father
and former Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee

member Bhajan Singh Shergill,
who was AAP leader’s covering
candidate.
Shergill had contested the
assemblyelectionfromMohaliin
2017. However, due to an alleged
delay in submitting details of his
election expenses to the EC, the
latter disqualified him from contestinganyelectionsfromJune7,
2018 to June 7, 2021.
Shergill had filed an appeal
against the disqualification with
the EC on March 29 this year.
The appeal, however, was dismissed on April 30 following
which Shergill moved the HC,
arguing that the order was
passed by the EC against the laid
down rules.
The HC had then asked the
election commission to carry out
scrutiny of his nomination provisionally. The process of scrutiny of papers was put on hold by
the returning officer on Tuesday
and resumed on Thursday. The
high court has now set aside both
the EC orders — Shergill’s disqualification and dismissal of his
appeal.

Vishal Rambani
rambani@hindustantimes.com

n

Mohd Shakeel, one of the
accused, in police custody.

“The accused ASIs had kept
the money with their relatives
and friends. We conducted raids
in Mansa, Sangrur and Patiala
(fourlocations)andrecoveredRs
2.38 crore. Five persons have
been arrested,” said SSP Sidhu,
who is also member of the SIT
investigating the case.
Those arrested are SurinderpalSharma,aresidentofPatran,
with Rs 40 lakh, Mohd Shakeel, a
resident of Patiala, with Rs 20
lakh,andHeadConstableAmrik
Singh with Rs 30 lakh, Devinder
Kumar Kala, a resident of
Moonak,withRs30lakhandSanjeev Kumar, also a resident of
Moonak,withRs18lakh.TheSSP
said Rs 1 crore was recovered
fromresidenceofNirmalSinghof
Raipur village in Mansa but the

n

Dark clouds hover over the beach in Puri on Thursday, one day before Cyclone Fani was to make landfall. >>P9

accused is absconding.
ASI Joginder had kept the
money with Surinderpal and
Shakeel. Head Constable Amrik
and Nirmal are close relative of
ASI Rajpreet Singh. Amrik is
posted as ‘munshi’ at the Civil
Lines Police Station in Patiala.
The accused, as per sources,
havetoldpolicethatRajpreetand
Joginder had kept money after
taking it from Anthony’s house.
“The role of top brass of Khanna
police is also under scanner as
both the ASIs remained in touch
withseniorofficialsthere”,saida
source.
“The accused will spill more
beans when they all will be
quizzedtogether.Morerecovery
is anticipated,” they added.
The election commission had
on Wednesday shunted out
Khanna police chief Dhruv
Dahiya. Punjab chief electoral
officerSKarunaRajuhadsought
adetailedreportfromstatepolice
chief Dinkar Gupta in the case
that has resulted in a major
embarrassment for the police
department and raised serious
doubts over its conduct, especially when the poll code has
kicked in the wake of the Lok
Sabha polls.

mustread
ISHRAT CASE
A special CBI court on Thursday discharged former
Gujarat police officers DG
Vanzara and NK Amin of all
charges in Ishrat Jahan fake
encounter case after the state
government refused permission to prosecute them. ››P10

Age-old secret out: Afridi
was no teen sensation!
Somshuvra Laha
n

Gzb, Muzaffarnagar girls
top CBSE’s Class 12 exam
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.co

NEWDELHI/CHANDIGARH: Two girls
from Uttar Pradesh — Hansika
Shukla of Ghaziabad and Karishma Arora of Muzaffarnagar
— topped the Class 12 schoolleaving exams, scoring 499 out of
a possible 500 marks, according
to results declared on Thursday
by the CBSE, which said there
was a slight improvement in the
overall pass percentage compared to last year.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: One of the endur-

ing mysteries of cricket has
been answered: How old,
really, is Shahid Afridi?
As a player, he had a penchant for setting records,
now he is setting the record
straight.
In his autobiography
‘Game Changer’ released
this week, Afridi says he
was born in 1975, and not
1980, the date officially
offered by the Pakistan
cricket authorities.
In the book, Afridi recalls
joining the senior Pakistan
team in Nairobi for his
debut. “I was still wearing
my U-19 jacket. And yet,
there I was, part of one of the
greatest teams ever to play
the great game.”
Then comes the bomb:
“Also, for the record, I was
just 19, and not 16 like they
claim. I was born in 1975. So,
yes, the authorities stated
my age incorrectly.”
Perhaps he can be forgiven. Math is clearly not
his thing — he made his
debut in 1996, which,

PTI

46 MILLION
CYCLONE FANI 1,154,475
people will be moved to safer areas. Of them, about
people to be impacted by the cyclone. 4,852 cyclone
have already been shifted, according to
shelters have been made, including government
TO HIT ODISHA 330,000
government figures. The Indian Navy has deployed
schools and buildings. IMD has warned of storm
seven warships and six planes as part of its
surge of about 1.5 m, which may inundate low-lying
COAST TODAY emergency response plan
areas of Ganjam, Khurda, Puri and Jagatsinghpur

‘GAME CHANGER’

ASIs kept money with friends,
kin; ₹2.38 cr recovered, 5 held
Patiala: In a first recovery in the
priest’s missing money case, the
Patiala police on Thursday
arrested five persons and seized
Rs 2.38 crore from them.
Those arrested are close relativesandfriendsofASIsJoginder
Singh and Rajpreet Singh, who
werearrestedfromaKochi hotel
on Tuesday.
A team comprising senior
superintendent of police Mandeep Sidhu, SP Krishan Kumar
and Inspector Shaminder Singh
conductedsimultaneousraidsat
Mansa, Moonak (Sangrur), Patran & Patiala (civil lines) to
recover cash.
The ASIs were part of a team
thatconductedaraidatthehouse
Father Anthony Maddasery in
Jalandhar on March 29 and are
accused of pilfering Rs 6.63 crore
outoftheamountrecoveredduring the search. Anthony had
claimed the money was from
business proceeds and had
alleged that police recovered Rs
16.65 crore from his house, but
showed it to be Rs 9.66 crore,
while misappropriating the
remaining account.

NEW DELHI: The former Supreme

HT Correspondent

Indian strategy: Let US take lead

MISSING RS 6.6 CR

n

COMPLAINANT IN
CJI CASE WEIGHS
LEGAL OPTIONS

n

Shahid Afridi has finally
revealed his real age. FILE

according to the new revelation of his birth year, would
have made him at least 20, if
not 21 (he did not reveal the
date of birth). At least one
age-related record he set
can now be expunged. Afridi
scored his famous 37-ball
century against Sri Lanka,
in his second match ever for
Pakistan, and became not
only the fastest centurion at
that time, but also the
youngest.
The ‘fastest’ record stood
for 17 years till Corey
Anderson scored 100 off 36
balls, only to be bettered by
AB de Villiers who took five
balls less. The ‘youngest’
record can now be handed to
Afghanistan’s Usman
Ghani, who scored 118
against Zimbabwe in 2014.

JiND’S BhAVYA RANKED
SECOND, 3 FROM REGiON
TiED AT ThiRD
Humanities student Bhavya
Bhatia of BRSK International
Public School, Jind, was tied at
second position with two others.
Three students from the region
were among 18 ranked third.
Bhavya, who scored 99.6%
with 498/500 marks, wants to be
an IAS officer and focused on self
study, while avoiding social
media. Dishank Jindal of Bhavan Vidyalaya, Chandigarh, and
Parth Saini of St Luke’s Senior
Secondary School, Solan, both
from the non-medical stream
and humanities student Rubina
Cheema of Vidya Devi Jindal
School, Hisar, were tied at the
third rank with 99.4%, scoring
497/500. Dishank got all-India
rank 57 in the recent JEE Main
exam, while Parth looks forward
to becoming a data scientist.
Rubina, who wants to be a
judge, is the daughter of Amandeep Singh Cheema, a farmer of
Tarawari village in Karnal.
Rajas Bhatt of Army Public
School, Jalandhar, and Vinayka
Sharma of Atam Devki Niketan,
Ludhiana, emerged toppers in
Punjab, scoring 99%.

MEET THE TOPPERS

RANK
n

Hansika Shukla,
99.8%, Humanities,
DPS, Ghaziabad

n

Bhavya Bhatia,
RANK
99.6%, Humanities,
BRSK Int’l Public
School, Jind

n

Parth Saini, 99.4%, RANK
Non-med, St Luke’s
Senior Secondary
School, Solan

n

1

2

n

3

n

Karishma Arora, 99.8%,
Humanities, SD Public
School, Muzaffarnagar

Dishank Jindal,
99.4%, Non-med,
Bhavan Vidyalaya,
Chandigarh

RANK

3

Rubani Cheema,
RANK
99.4%, Humanities,
Vidya Devi Jindal
School, Hisar

3
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Sunny’sfirstroadshowtakes
star-struckGurdaspurbystorm
CROWD-PULLER Actor-turned-politician pays visit to religious places, including darshan asthan for
Kartarpur Sahib shrine; reaches out to families of soldiers who were killed while fighting Pak troops
Surjit Singh
n

surjit.singh@htlive.com

GURDASPUR :Bollywood actor and
BJP’s Gurdaspur candidate
Sunny Deol took out a roadshow
on Thursday from Dera Baba
Nanak to Pathankot, evoking a
massive response from people in
the constituency.
The actor-turned-politician,
who is contesting against Congress nominee and sitting MP
Sunil Jakhar, started the roadshow after paying obeisance at
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib and
darshan asthan (for Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan) at
the border town of Dera Baba
Nanak. At the gurdwara, he was
honoured by leaders of
Akali Dal, BJP’s alliance partner
in Punjab.
Wearing a light green-coloured headgear while accompanied by former state BJP president Kamal Sharma, the actor
also visited the famous Shivala
Shiv Mandir at Kalanaur town,
Sri Bawa Lal Ji at Dhianpir and
Pandori Dham at Talabpur village. Talking to mediapersons,
he said creating employment for
the youth will be his main priority. “The most important issue is
our youth. They are our foundation.”
As soon as the cavalcade
reached Gurdaspur town at
around 12 noon amid blistering
heat, a large crowd thronged the
route of the roadshow to have a
glimpse of the actor. Sunny’s
younger brother Bobby Deol and
former Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management
Committee
(DSGMC) president Manjit
Singh GK joined him there. “We
are happy to be here and we are
very happy for getting such a
response. We are getting a lot of
love and we will continue to get
it,” Bobby said.

n

BJP candidate from the Gurdaspur Lok Sabha constituency, Sunny Deol, with former state party president Kamal Sharma during a
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT
roadshow on Thursday.

›

Creating employment for the youth will be my
main priority. The most important issue is our
youth as they are our foundation.

mendous response in Dinanagar
town from where it reached
Bhoa before finally culminating
at Pathankot at 8:45pm.

SUNNY DEOL, BJP candidate from Gurdapspur

‘I’M NOT HERO AS I ONLY
ACTED AS A SOLDIER’
After returning from Mumbai on
Wednesday evening, Sunny,
who played the role of an army
major in movie ‘Border’, met the
families of the soldiers killed
fighting against the Pakistani
troops at border village of Shadipur near Dinanagar. “I am not a
hero as I only acted as a soldier.
The real heroes are those who
sacrificed their lives for the

People stood for one-and-halfhours on the roadsides, stairs,
rooftops and raised places. The
carcade reached at Kahnuwan
Chowk at around 1.30pm. Chanting of slogans like ‘Bharat Mata
Ki Jai’ and ‘Narendra Modi zindabad’ by the crowd, especially
the youth, filled the air. People
also showered flower petals on

his vehicle from the rooftops.
As loudspeakers played
famous songs and dialogues
from the actor’s hit movies, he
greeted people by waving at
them and making victory sign.
Many youths even tried to climb
his truck to take selfie with him,
but were stopped by police.
The roadshow also got a tre-

country,” he said.
He said he wanted to work for
the welfare of the farmers. “We
belong to Punjab and farming is
in our blood. I want to understand all their issues,” he added.
Congress candidate from the
segment, Sunil Jakhar, invited
Sunny Deol for a debate.
“Welcome back to Gurdaspur,
Sunny Deol. Before you leave for
Mumbai again, I will like to
invite you to debate issues concerning the border belt,” Jakhar
said in a Facebook post. Sunny
declined his challenge saying he
does not believe in debates or
mere talking.

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

Will it be 3rd time lucky
for babu-turned-neta?
Navneet Sharma
n

navneetsharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Bureaucratturned-politician Darbara
Singh Guru hopes to be third
time lucky in his electoral bid.
The retired IAS officer, who
unsuccessfully contested the
state assembly elections
twice, is in the fray from the
Fatehgarh Sahib Lok Sabha
constituency as candidate of
the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD).
In his first election in 2012
he contested from Bhadaur
assemblysegmentaftertaking
premature retirement from
service, but lost to Mohammad Sadique of Congress by
6,969 votes even though the
SAD-Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) alliance scripted history
by retaining power.
In the 2017 assembly polls,
he lost to Congress leader Gurpreet Singh in Bassi Pathana
by 22,429 votes, slipping to the
third position.
Despite his two straight
defeats, he has been fielded
from this Panthic seat, thanks
to his closeness to five-time
former chief minister Parkash
Singh Badal with whom he
worked as principal secretary
to chief minister (PSCM) from
2007 to 2011.
The announcement of his
candidature was flayed by the
families of four Sikh youths
who were killed in police
firing in 1986 in Nakodar and
some organisations as he
was the additional deputy
commissioner, Jalandhar, at
that time.

TAKING NO CHANCES
Guru, a 1980-batch officer of
Punjab cadre, lost to politicians on both previous occasions, but his fight is with
another retired mandarin Dr
Amar Singh of the Congress

DARBARA SINGH GURU, 66
Constituency: Fatehgarh Sahib
Educational qualification: MSc (Physics),
Punjabi University, Patiala, in 1975
Political debut: 2012
Electoral record: Unsuccessfully contested from Bhadaur and Bassi Pathana
in 2012 and 2017, respectively
Claim to fame: Remained principal
secretary to CM Parkash Singh Badal
for four years before taking premature retirement and joining politics

›

During SAD and
Cong govts, there
were desecration
incidents, but both had
no hand in them. From
2015 to 2017, the SAD
govt made arrests.
DARBARA SINGH GURU, Akali Dal
candidate from Fatehgarh Sahib

this time.
Ayear junior to Guruin service, Amar Singh, who
belongs to Punjab, was a Madhya Pradesh cadre officer and
worked with Digvijay Singh as
principal secretary to chief
minister.
The two former babus are
apparently locked in a direct
fight, as the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which won the seat in
2014, made a hash of its candidate selection by naming three
different candidates in a span
of just two weeks.
Guru is taking no chances
and has already gone full
steam in a bid to put an end to
his losing streak, targeting the
Amarinder government for
not fulfilling its poll promises.
On Bargari sacrilege and
subsequent police firing that

FIR registered over video clip
on Manish Tewari’s family

POLL SPLASH

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR :A case was registered

onThursdayagainstunidentified
persons for allegedly spreading
false and malicious propaganda
against Congress’ Anandpur
Sahib candidate Manish Tewari
and his family on social media.
Thecasewasregisteredunder
Section 295-A (acts intended to
outrage religious feelings or any
class) and 500 (punishment for
defamation) of the Indian Penal
Code at the at the Rupnagar city
policestationonthecomplaintof
Tewari’s election agent Pawan
Diwan. Tewari has also lodged a
complaintwiththeElectionCom-

CONG’S ANANDPUR
SAHIB NOMINEE LODGED
COMPLAINT THAT A CLIP
CLAIMING HIS FATHER’S
ROLE IN ANTI-SIKH RIOTS
WAS BEING CIRCULATED
mission of India.
Tewarisaiditwasclaimedina
video clip being circulated on
social media that his father late
Prof VN Tewari was involved in
anti-Sikh riots in Delhi and that
petrol was supplied from his fillingstation toburnSikhs.Hesaid
his father was killed six months
before the riots and he never

owned any petrol pump.
“MymotherwasaJatSikh.My
fatherwasanacademicatPanjab
University,Chandigarh,andmy
mother retired as the dean of the
PostgraduateInstituteofMedical
Education and Research
(PGIMER). Wehave complained
to the returning officer, Rupnagar senior superintendent of
police(SSP)andthechiefelection
commissioner (CEC). They need
toactagainstthemiscreants,”he
tweeted earlier in the day.
“Those who failed in trying to
raise any issue against me have
nowstoppedtoolowtomalignme
and my family with outrageous
lies,” Tewari said on Thursday.
(With agency inputs)

dented the Panthic appeal of
SAD, he has his defence ready,
terming it an “extremely
unfortunate”.
“During SAD and Congress
governments, there were desecration incidents, but both
had no hand in them. In all 29
incidents between 2015 and
2017, the SAD government
made arrests and the cases are
in court,” he says before
claiming there was politics
behind the anti-Akali protests.
TRANSITION
TO POLITICS
Guru, who has made total
transition to politics in
approach and demeanour,
attributes it to his stint with
Badal. “Once you serve as
PSCM, then besides being a
bureaucrat you also become a
politician,” he says.
The non-controversial
bureaucrat stayed in the state
throughout his career and got
good assignments irrespective
of political regime.
Guru and Amar Singh have
been friends for long. “When I
was deputy commissioner in
Amritsar, I used to get calls
from him (Guru) to help Amar
Singh whenever he had some
personal work there,” reminisced an IAS officer.

EC allots ‘key’
symbol to PEP
led by Khaira
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The election commission has allotted ‘key’ as
symbol for candidates of the
Sukhpal Singh Khaira-led Punjab Ekta Party (PEP).
In a press statement released
here, Khaira said the election
symbol was allotted for all three
candidates of the party.
PEP is contesting Bathinda,
Khadoor Sahib and Faridkot
seats. The party was set up four
months ago and is a contesting
the Lok Sabha elections under
the banner of the Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA).

POLLDIARY
n

Youngsters wearing the masks of different political leaders taking a dip in a tubewell to beat the scorching heat on the outskirts of
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT
Jalandhar city.

AAP’s Tarn Taran
district president
joins Congress
HT Correspondent
n

Punishment to Behbal Kalan
culprits 3 weeks away: Capt
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@htlive.com

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KARTARPUR : Chief minister AmaAMRITSAR: Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP)’sTarnTarandistrictpresidentBhupinderSinghBittuKhawaspur joined the Congress on
Thursday.
Bittu, who was among the
ticketaspirantsinAAPfromKhadoorSahib,joinedtheCongressin
thepresenceofPunjabChiefminister Capt Amarinder Singh at
Chandigarh. WelcomingBittuto
thepartyfold,Amarindersaidthe
Congress will gain far more
strength in the Majha region,
besides ensuing the victory of
Khadoor Sahib Congress candidate from Jasbir Singh Dimpa.
Bittu had unsuccessfully contested Khadoor Sahib assembly
bypoll as an independent candidate in 2016 after the Congress
deniedhimticket.Thebyelection
was nessesitated by the resignation of Congress MLA Ramanjit
Singh Sikki, following a series of
incidents of desecration of the
Guru Granth Sahib in Punjab.
Bittu said, “I was fed up with
the policies of the AAP which is
being controlled by a few leaders
in Punjab. There is no scope for
the workers in AAP.”

rinder Singh on Thursday said
the culprits of Behbal Kalan and
Kotkapura police firing will be
punished once the polls are over
and former SIT member, inspector general of police Kunwar
Vijay Pratap Singh, will be put
back on the job the very next day
results are out.
Addressing a rally at Kartarpur in Jalandhar, he said, “Only
three weeks more are left for the
polls to end; the very next day,
the IG will rejoin the team and
will take the culprits to task.”
He lashed out at Shiromani
Akali Dal saying the party was
attempting to hamper the SIT
investigation into the firing
cases. He also attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for his
alleged attempts to take political mileage of the martyrdom of
soldiers. “PM Modi asks for
votes in the name of the Pulwama terror attack martyrs or
the the Balakot air strikes. He is
using soldiers’ sacrifice for
political gains,” Captain Amarinder said.
He also said PM Modi failed to
take up the Sultanpur Lodhi

n

n

CM Amarinder Singh along with Congress’ Hoshiarpur and
Jalandhar candidates Raj Kumar Chabbewal (L) and Santokh Singh
PARDEEP PANDIT/HT
Chaudhary (R) at a workers’ rally at Kartarpur.

development scheme forward.
“The Union home minister had
held some meetings but invited
only the Badals to discuss the
plan,” he said. The CM also
promised to settle the ₹31,000
cash credit limit once the Congress government forms the
government at the Centre and
slammed the SAD-BJP government for putting the financial
burden on the state.
He also took up questions
from the public. Kuldeep Kumar
of Jalandhar asked the CM

whether the Congress and
Shiromani Akali Dal were handin-glove, saying why no action
was taken against the Badals by
his government in connection
with the sacrilege incidents of
2015. The CM said, “We have to
follow the law. The SIT will submit its report directly to the
court and the verdict will be
binding on one and all.”
The chief minister said the
free smartphones promised to
the youths will be distributed
soon after the polls.

With the poll campaign gaining momentum in Punjab, political parties are resorting to every possible way to reach out to voters.
Scores of vans fitted with hoardings of Akali nominee Harsimrat Kaur Badal were parked outside her office in Bathinda on Thursday.
A party leader said these vehicles, to be fitted with loudspeakers, will traverse the segment in the coming days.
SANJEEV KUMAR/HT

Khaira Jr shares
Constitution
gyan with voters
“Constitution da Artcle hai 21,
right to life. Matlab desh de hrek
nagrik nu jeen da adhikar hai
par jeen de adhikar da matlab
sirf eh ni k sah lena. Ehda matlab
hai k achhi zindgi mile, sahulta
miln (Article 21 of the Constitution provides ‘Right to life’,
which doesn’t mean breath
doesn’t mean being alive but a
life with basic amenities),” said
Mehtab Khaira, son of Punjab
Ekta Party (PEP) chief and
Bathinda candidate Sukhpal
Khaira. Mehtab, a law graduate,
is trying to win over voters while
campaigning for his father.

Congress workers flood Sunny
Deol’s route with party flags
In order to counter the craze
for Sunny Deol, the Congress party on Thursday
flooded the route of Sunny
Deol’s road show with its
flags. The Congress workers had put upflags and banners outside shops as early
as 6am, leaving BJP sup-

porters red faced. “Putting
up flags won’t help them,”
said Pardeep Raina, a senior
BJP leader. The BJP, on the
other hand, is playing
“Mein nikla gaddi le ke”
song from Sunny Deol’s
“Gadar: Ek prem katha”
movie to woo the voters.

dareoftheday
Jakhar throwing debate challenge at Sunny Deol
Welcome back to Gurdaspur, @iamsunnydeol. Before
you leave again for Mumbai, would once again like to
invite you to debate various issues concerning this
border belt, whenever it is convenient for you.

SAD’s 4-yr-old
supporter
With less than three weeks left
for the polling, candidates are
doing all they can to woo voters.
Shiromani Akali Dal candidate
from Ludhiana Maheshinder
Singh Grewal on Thursday
shared a video on WhatsApp,
showing his 4-year-old grandson Jivitesh raising ‘Akali Dal
Zindabad’ slogans while sitting
on a toy car. He then says ‘vote
kisnu paani hai, takdi (symbol)
nu paani hai”. The little one is
taking his lessons in politics
early!
COMPILED BY:
SARBMEET SINGH, VINAY
DHINGRA, ANEESHA
SAREEN KUMAR
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UNPARALLELED
The one word that Best describes FIITJEE Students’ Performance in

JEE Main 2019
Shubhan Srivastava, a Student of FIITJEE’s Two Year Classroom Program,
secures NTA Score of 100 each in Physics, Chemistry & Mathematics, and becomes All India Topper

All
India

FIITJEE Trailblazers in Top 50 All India Ranks
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AIR
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AIR

30

AIR

32

AIR

38

AIR

42

Rank

Himanshu Gaurav Singh

Naman Gupta

Samiksha Das

Gudipaty Aniket

Prateek Choudhury

Three Year
Classroom Program

Three Year
Classroom Program

Rankers Study
Material Program

Rankers Study
Material Program

Four Year
SUPREME - Four Year
Three Year
Classroom Program Integrated School Program Classroom Program

Vikram K V

Koustav Sen

Rajdeep Paul

Tanay Sharma

A Dharani Gopal

Computer Based All India PINNACLE - Two Year
PINNACLE - Two Year
Test Series Program Integrated School Program Integrated School Program

Soham Mistri
Four Year
Classroom Program

Highlights of JEE Main 2019 Results from FIITJEE Nationwide Centres
From Long Term Classroom Programs
State Toppers

Shubhan Srivastava

7

Student of Two Year Classroom Program
Other Achievements : Qualiﬁed RMO in 2017 |

From all Programs

City Toppers

18

in Top 100 AIR

in Top 200 AIR

29

#

68

in Top 500 AIR

Total number of FIITJEE Students qualiﬁed for JEE Advanced, 2019

165

From Long Term Classroom / Integrated School Programs

From all Programs

10584

12117

www.jeemain.iitjeetoppers.com
All our Results are from General Category only

# FIITJEE Centres are located in 45 Cities across the Country.

Qualiﬁed NSE in Physics, Chemistry & Astronomy in 2018

JEE Main 2019 Results from FIITJEE Amritsar & Chandigarh Centre

Having Excelled in JEE Main, our Students are now on their way to Succeed in JEE Advanced 2019
Results from FIITJEE Amritsar Centre

Results from FIITJEE Chandigarh Centre

Amritsar

Gurnoor Singh

City Topper
All India Rank

AIR -

at FIITJEE Amritsar Centre

302

Amritsar

AIR -

509

Amritsar

AIR -

1078

Amritsar

AIR -

City

City

City

City

Rank

Rank

Rank

3

1453

AIR -

110

AIR -

Classroom Program
at FIITJEE Chandigarh Centre

665

AIR -

682

AIR -

1052

AIR -

1264

AIR -

1813

Amritsar

Rank

2

Student of Four Year

351

Classroom Program

74

Yatin Jindal

All India Rank

Student of Four Year

5

7

Harshit Sharma

Arush Sharma

Manaarth Saini

Rahul Malik

Kunal Chhabra

Dhruv Goyal

Kunal Aggarwal

Harshita

Bhoopen

Arindam Vashishth

Four Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

Intensive
Contact Program

Four Year
Classroom Program

Four Year
Classroom Program

One Year
Classroom Program

Four Year
Classroom Program

Four Year
Classroom Program

AIR -

1629

AIR -

2263

AIR -

3552

AIR -

4871
AIR -

1840

AIR -

1909

Amritsar

Amritsar

Amritsar

Amritsar

City

City

City

City

Rank

Rank

Rank
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and from all programs, 159 Students from

8

9

10

11

FIITJEE Chandigarh Centre have qualiﬁed for JEE Advanced 2019

Vineet Agarwal

Eshaan Sharma

Manhar Singh Sachdev

Pratham S Punj

Two Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

Four Year Classroom Program

From Long Term Classroom Programs 49 Students and from all programs, 71 Students

Rishabh Jain

Dhruv Shikhar Gupta

Two Year
Classroom Program

Four Year
Classroom Program

From Long Term Classroom Programs 124 Students

www.jeemain.iitjeetoppers.com
(All our Results are from General Category only)

from FIITJEE Amritsar Centre have qualiﬁed for JEE Advanced 2019

Congratulations ! We are proud of you. Best wishes for emulating the success trail in JEE Advanced, 2019 !
Start Preparing for JEE 2020 immediately,

Join the Best Classroom Program available for XII Pass Students i.e.

General Admission Test

FIITJEE Talent Reward Exam

if you have not achieved the desired Success in JEE Main 2019

FIITJEE’s One Year Extended Classroom Program

5th & 26th May 2019

2nd June 2019

For Class VII, VIII, IX, X & XI ; General Admission Test Dates - 5th & 26th May 2019

Where winning is a habit !

F O R U M

F O R

I I T - J E E

Amritsar Centre : 3rd Floor, SCO: 31, District Shopping Centre, B-Block, Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar Ph.: 0183 - 5014645, 2501686

Chandigarh Centre (Sector 35-B) : SCO: 321-322, First & Second Floor, Sector 35-B, Chandigarh - 160 022 Ph.: 99150 30117, 99150 30116, 0172 - 2610043, 4001003 Chandigarh Centre (Sector 34-A) : SCO: 350-351-352, Fourth Floor, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh - 160 034 Ph.: 0172 - 4183044 | SMS /

National Admissions Ofﬁce: FIITJEE House, 29-A, Kalu Sarai, Sarvapriya Vihar, New Delhi Toll Free No. 1800 11 4242 Web: www.ﬁitjee.com

www.facebook.com/ﬁitjeeindia123

www.twitter.com/ﬁitjee

WhatsApp : 9915030117

www.youtube.com/ﬁitjeeltd
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htpunjab&haryana
shortstories
CAPT SEEKS
REVIEW OF VALUE
CUT ON WHEAT
MSP FROM CENTRE
CHANDIGARH: Punjab chief
minister Captain Amarinder Singh
on Thursday demanded an
immediate review by Centre of its
decision to impose value cut on
MSP of wheat procured under the
relaxed specifications in the state.
The relaxation given for rabi
marketing season 2019-20 to
compensate for the crop losses
should be allowed without any
value cut, the CM stated in a
letter to Prime Minister Narendra
HTC
Modi.

Half-burnt body
found in Karnal
KARNAL: A half-burnt body was
found in a field in Dabraki village
in Karnal on Wednesday night.
The deceased was identified as
Surender Singh, 55, a farmer. His
wife, Shati Devi, claims that he
was murdered by family members
of a girl with whom their son was
having an affair. She told police
that their son Abhimanyu was
having an affair with a minor girl
of a nearby village. “As the family
was opposed to the relationship,
they even filed a complaint
against my son and got him
arrested. I suspect their hand in
my husband’s murder,” she said. A
case under Section 302 (murder)
of the IPC has been registered
HTC
against six persons.

Man gets life term
for raping minor
KARNAL: The Kurukshetra district
court on Thursday awarded life
imprisonment to a man convicted
for raping a five-year-old girl at a
village in Karnal district. The court
of additional district and sessions
judge Lal Chand imposed a fine of
₹10,000 on the convict. On
January 30, the victim’s mother
had filed a complaint at the
Shahbad police station against
Vikas alias Sonu, a resident of the
same village. She had accused him
of raping her daughter by taking
her to an abandoned place in the
HTC
village.

AC explosion: UrbanClap
CEO, 2 others booked
GURUGRAM: A day after two
technicians were killed when an
air conditioner they were servicing exploded in a condominium in
Sector 92, the police booked three
senior officials of the online
service company UrbanClap.
Another man, who had sought
the technicians’ service, was
injured in the incident, which took
place in tower D-9 of Sare Homes.
A case was registered against the
company’s CEO, executive VP and
a senior manager after
Basudev Saha, 43 recorded his
statement alleging that the AC
compressor exploded due to
negligence on part of
HTC
technicians.

THE BJP SET HARYANA ON FIRE AND THE CONGRESS,
LED BY BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA, ADDED FUEL TO IT.

> DIGVIJAY CHAUTALA, JJP candidate

P’kula region’s pass percentage up
CBSE CLASS-12 RESULTS Girls again excel by recording a pass percentage of 92 as against 84 of boys
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Panchkula region,

comprising Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal, J&K and Chandigarh,
has improved its pass percentage
in the Class 12 Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
exam by 2% as per the results
declared results on Thursday.
Out of over 2 lakh regular students who appeared in the exams
from the region, 87.57% students
passed the exam against 85.65%
last year.
Regional officer Karnail Singh
said the credit for this should go
to the students and schools. The
region’s pass percentage is
higher than the national average
of 83.40% too.
The girls again outdid boys by
recording a pass percentage of 92
as against 84 of boys.
Last year too, girls had the
higher percentage of 90.66% as
against 81.85% of boys.
As many as 89,408 girls
appeared in the exam, of whom
79,559 passed. A total of 1,22,463
boys appeared in the exam and
96,163 of them got through.
CBSE is yet to release the statewise result. Karnail Singh said
the result could not be complied
on Thursday. It will be available
on Friday.
Students of Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV) had a better pass percentage than government and
private schools. The overall pass
percentage of KVs is 99% against
87% in private schools and 82% in
government schools. Navodaya
Vidyalayas too has recorded a
high pass percentage of 97.6%

Never took tuitions, want to Hisar’s Rubani spent
be an IAS officer: Jind girl 9 hrs daily on studies
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

ROHTAK : Bhavya Bhatia, a stu-

HISAR: Rubani Cheema of Vidya

dent of BRSK International Public School in Jind, got all India
second rank in the Class 12
board exams, the results of
which were declared by the Central Board of School Education
(CBSE) on Thursday. Bhavya,
whose family hails from Panipat, secured 498 out of 500 marks
to share the second spot with
two more girls. She gave exams
in Arts stream.
Bhavya’s father Vikas said
she had never taken any tuition
in her life and achieved the feat
with her hard work.
He said that while he wanted
his daughter to give the IELTS
exam and go abroad for higher
studies but she decided to stay in
India and to achieve her dream
of joining the Indian Administrative Service (IAS).
“She took Arts in Class 11
because she wanted to prepare
for IAS from the school days
only. Her only focus is IAS and
she is so committed that we have
never had to ask her to study
even once,” her father said.
Talking about her success
mantra, Bhavya said she was
consistent in her preparations.
“I did not have any timetable. I
just studied whenever I felt like.

Devi Jindal School, Hisar, is one
of the 18 students who have
bagged the all-India rank 3 by
scoring 497 out of 500 in the
CBSE Class-12 examination.
Daughter of a farmer hailing
from Tarawari village of Karnal, Rubani wants to become a
judge and opted for humanities
after Class-10. She will be
pursuing five-year law course
now.
“I worked very hard with an
aim of scoring well. I devoted
more than nine hours a day on
the syllabus,” Rubani said, adding, “I also solved last years’
question papers to get a clear
idea of what to expect in the
exams.”
Her father Amandeep Singh
Cheema is a farmer by profession and mother Gagandeep is
housewife.
Her elder brother is studying
in Canada. “My daughter
always said that she doesn’t
want to go to any other country
for higher education and wants
to become a judge to serve the
country. We will support her in
whatever she does. We are also
sure that she will become a
good judge in the future as she is
a hard worker,” her father

n

Bhavya Bhatia, who scored 99.6% in the CBSE Class-12 exams,
celebrating with her parents on Thursday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

Some days I even used to get up
at 3am,” she said.
“My aim is to serve the country. I want to eradicate poverty
and ensure education for everyone,” she added. She said she
also refrained from joining
social media to concentrate on
her studies.
Bhavya’s father works at a
private publishing house while
her mother Ranju is a school
teacher.
The parents said they were
very happy at their daughter’s
results but were not surprised
at all.

›

She took Arts in
Class 11 because she
wanted to prepare for civil
services from the school
days only. Her only focus is
to become an IAS officer
and she is so committed
that we never had to ask
her to study even once.
VIKAS BHATIA, Bhavya’s father

›

My daughter wants to
become a judge to
serve the country. We will
support her in whatever
she does. We are also sure
she will become a
good judge.
AMANDEEP SINGH, Rubani’s father

said.
She scored 97 in English, 100
in Political Science, 100 in Psychology, 100 in Economics and
100 in Geography.

Solan boy kept off social media, used internet as a stress-buster
Navneet Rathore
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: Solan boy Parth Saini,

who bagged third rank in the
Class 12 Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) examination, wants to get into the best
engineering college in the country and become a data scientist.
On cloud nine after scoring 497
marks out of 500, Parth credits his
parents and teachers for his
achievement. “I am going to celebrate my success with my teachers and family,” the St Luke’s
Senior Secondary School student
said soon after the results were
declared on Thursday.
Parth, who devoted seven to
eight hours to studies, said he was

never active on social media and
used internet only as a stress
buster.
His father Suresh Saini is a
deputy manager in Himachal
Futuristic Communications Limited (HFCL) at Chambaghat in
Solan district of Himachal Pradesh and mother Ritu Saini is a
homemaker. He also has a
younger sister, Richa Saini, who
is a Class 11 student in St Luke’s
Senior Secondary School.
“To be honest we never
expected this result. He used to
devote a lot of time to studies and
surfed the internet on the mobile
phone just to relieve stress. He
was very dedicated and focused
on achieving his goals,” said his
mother. Apart from being a bril-

liant student, he also regularly
participated in athletics, declamation, debates, science quiz and
had once bagged the first position
in the district math olympiad.
St Lukes’ Senior Secondary
School principal Sister Isabel
praised Parth as a “versatile student”. “He is goal-oriented and
always gave his best in all school
activities. He has told me that he
wants to get admission in one of
the best engineering colleges of
India and we are proud of his
achievement. The entire school
wishes him luck in his future
endeavours,” the principal said.
n

Parth Saini with his parents
and schoolteachers in Shimla
HT PHOTO
on Thursday

HOTSEAT

KARNAL

‘PUNJABIS
WON’T ALLOW
FORCES TO BE
DOWNGRADED’

AMRITSAR: The patriotic and

brave people of Punjab will not
allow anybody to downgrade the
Indian armed forces, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)’s Punjab
election in-charge and Haryana
finance minister Captain Abhimanyu said on Thursday. He,
along with BJP’s Punjab chief
Shwait Malik, was addressing a
press conference in Amritsar.
“People of Punjab have made up
their mind to elect Modi government again. They have also made
up their mind to stand with the
forces of the country. Punjab is
the land of brave people who will
not allow anybody to betray the
security forces,” he said.
Abhimanyu said, “Congress
party in its election manifesto
has promised to repeal the sedition law and amend the controversial Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act. The aim of the Congress is to weaken the armed forces. But the people of Punjab will
not let it happen.”
He said, “It seems that the
Congress party has been acting
at the behest of anti-national forces.”
He said BJP’s Gurdaspur candidate Sunny Deol will campaign
for the party not only in Punjab
but also in Delhi, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Utter Pradesh. HTC

Kaushal gang
member held
for extortion bid
GURUGRAM: A week after the city

police busted a gang of 13 alleged
criminals, suspected to be close
aides of gangster Kaushal,
another suspected criminal
involved in the gang’s extortion
business was arrested on
Wednesday.
Police said the suspect, identified only by his first name,
Anil, 24, was arrested from a
temple near Naharpur Rupa village in Sector 33.
One country-made pistol and
two live cartridges were allegedly recovered from his possession.
He was produced in a district
court on Thursday and sent to
judicial custody.
According to the police, during interrogation, Anil confessed that he was an associate
of the gang members arrested
HTC
on April 25 and 26.

POLLDIARY

Congress, BJP locked in a tug of war here
Neeraj Mohan
n

neeraj.mohan@hindustantimes.com

Know the constituency

KARNAL : The entry of Congress’

Kuldeep Sharma, sitting legislator and a former Haryana Vidhan Sabha Speaker, against the
Lok Sabha poll debutant Sanjay
Bhatia of Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has turned the May
12 political bout of Karnal parliamentary seat into a keenlywatched tussle.
A fiercely fought battle is
underway in what looks like a
direct contest between Sharma,
62, of Congress and BJP’s Bhatia,
52, a confidante of chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar. The
stakes are very high for the BJP
which is fighting to retain the
Karnal Lok Sabha seat. BJP
replaced its sitting Karnal
MP Ashwini Kumar and fielded
Bhatia.
While Dharamvir Padha is the
Indian National Lok Dal (INLD)
nominee, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), in alliance with Jananayak Janata Party (JJP), has
fielded Krishan Kumar Aggarwal. Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
in alliance with Loktantra Suraksha Party, has fielded Pankaj.
There are a total of 16 candidates
in fray, including independents
who are expected to perform in
consonance with their political
standing.
Until 2014 when the BJP won
the Karnal seat by over 3.6 lakh
votes, it was considered a traditional Congress bastion.
BJP’s Sanjay Bhatia is banking on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, emotive issues such as terrorism, national security and
honesty of chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar.
On the other hand, Congress’
Sharma is reminding the voters
of the “good work” his father late
Charanji Lal Sharma had done
while representing Karnal parliamentary
seat
four
times.
Hence, the stage is set in Karnal for the direct showdown.

KEY CONTESTANTS
Sanjay Bhatia, BJP: A close aide of chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, Bhatia has had a long
association with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh. He is contesting his first Lok Sabha
election. Earlier, he contested the 2005 and 2009
assembly polls from Panipat city, unsuccessfully.
Kuldeep Sharma, Congress: Former speaker of
Haryana Vidhan Sabha and sitting Congress MLA
from Gannaur assembly segment. Considered a
close aide of former CM Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
Sharma is the son of Charanji Lal Sharma, who
represented the Karnal parliamentary seat 4 times.

n

Congress candidate Kuldeep Sharma and (below) BJP candidate Sanjay Bhatia campaigning in Karnal.
HT PHOTOS

Krishan Kumar Agarwal, AAP-JJP: An advocate
by profession, Aggarwal. 41, is fighting his first
elections. He practices at Panipat district court. His
family has been into cloth business. He also runs
two schools in Panipat rural and in Hari Singh Pura
village of Karnal.

NUMBER OF
VOTERS IN
2019:

Female:

8,84,941

19,04,193

Third
gender:

Male:

10,19,227

25

RESULTS OF LAST THREE POLLS
In 2014, BJP’s Ashwini Kumar Chopra defeated Arvind Sharma
of the Congress by 3,60,147 votes.
In 2009, Congress’ Arvind Sharma defeated Virender Verma of
the BSP by 76,346 votes.
In 2004, Congress’ Arvind Shrama defeated ID Swami of the BJP
by 1,64,762 votes.

THE CASTE FACTOR
Caste remains a key factor in
Karnal. Last time, BJP’s Ashwini Chopra, a Punjabi, had
ended the belief that Karnal is a
Brahmin-dominated seat. This
time again, the BJP has fielded
another Punjabi. But the Congress is eyeing the big Brahmin
vote bank by fielding Sharma
two days before the last day of filing of nominations. Sharma is a
close confidante of former chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, the Rohtak strongman

and a Jat leader. Banking on
Hooda connection, Sharma is
also trying to woo the Jat community which is believed to have
about 1.70 lakh votes in this seat.
“If you vote for me, it will
strengthen Hooda in the assembly elections,” Sharma told a
gathering in a Jat-dominated village. Banking on Prime Minister
Modi and chief minister Khattar
for his electoral fortunes, Bhatia
in his campaign says, “The country is safe in the hands of Prime
Minister Modi, and we should

give him strength by voting for
the BJP.” But Sharma questions
why the BJP is silent when people ask why their MP did not
return to Karnal after winning.
In his election speeches, Bhatia carefully avoids referring to
Ashwini Chopra, who is facing
criticism for staying away from
Karnal. Observers say the nonperformance of its Karnal MP is
the major roadblock the BJP is
facing in Karnal and much to its
glee the Congress is exploiting
this to the hilt.

Karnal

ASSEMBLY SEGMENT
STATUS
Bharatiya Janata Party: 8
(Karnal: Manohar Lal Khattar,
Indri: Karan Dev Kamboj,
Panipat rural: Mahipal
Dhanda, Panipat city: Rohita
Rewri, Israna: Krishhan
Panwar, Gharaunda: Harvinder
Kalyan, Nilokheri: Bhagwan
Dass Kabirpanthi, Assandh:
Bakshish Singh Virk)
Independent: 1 (Samalkha:
Ravinder Machhrouli)

HARYANA
Indri
Nilokheri (SC)
Karnal

Karnal
Assandh

Gharaunda

Panipat City
Israna (SC)

Panipat Rural
Samalkha

n

Rohtak DC-cum-district electoral officer Yash Garg and
others launching a balloon with the message urging people
to cast their vote, in Rohtak on Thursday.
MANOJ DHAKA/HT

Sharma’s
‘I’m more
qualified’ pitch
KARNAL: Congress candidate

from Karnal, Kuldeep
Sharma on Thursday claimed
that he was more qualified
than Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Sanjay Bhatia to
become a member of parliament.
“I have been MLA for the
past 10 years and even served
as the speaker of Haryana
assembly. I have travelled to
57 countries. I think the BJP
candidate, Bhatia, stands
nowhere in front of me if we
talk about merits,” Sharma
claimed.

Deepender
most followed
ROHTAK: With 1.2 million followers, Congress Rohtak
MP Deepender Hooda is the
most followed candidate on
social media from Haryana.
Deepender is followed by his
father and former state chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda in terms of social
media following. The fatherson duo is available on most
number of social media platforms. Besides the usual
Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram, the Hoodas are
also active on Sharechat, a
social media application
that has an active user base
of 15 million people.

COMPILED BY NEERAJ MOHAN, HARDIK ANAND

Kaithal official shifted
CHANDIGARH: The Haryana gov-

ernment has transferred Jagdeep Singh from post of city magistrate, Kaithal with immediate
effect on the order of Election
Commission of India, joint chief
electoral officer, Haryana, Inder
Jeet on Thursday said. Stating
that the ECI had taken cognisance on the complaint received
against Kaithal city magistrate,
Jagdeep Singh, by Congress

leader Randeep Singh Surjewala
and hence the transfer.
He said that election commission had also received complaints from the INLD and JJP
parties against HCS, Sumit
Kumar and thus taking the cognisance the government had
withdrawn the additional charge
of estate officer, Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran, Hisar,
from Sumit Kumar.
HTC
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Day after rehab centre
inmate’s death, 3 held
IN THE DOCK Patient was admitted to a private facility
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: Three persons have

been arrested in connection
with the death of an inmate of a
rehabilitation centre, who allegedly was beaten up by the caretakers of the private facility in
Sular Gharat town on Wednesday.
Those arrested have been
identified as Mohit Kumar, Gurvinder Singh and Gurminder
Singh.
The family members of victim Kewal Singh of Sheron village, who was in his 50s, said he
was admitted to the de-addiction
centre six days back to rid him of
his drinking habit, where he
was brutally assaulted, leading
to his death.
On Wednesday, police had
booked Mohit Kumar of Leh-

›

I paid ₹14,000 for his
treatment. The
caretakers of the centre
beat him up and informed
us only after his death.
GURLAL SINGH, victim’s son

ragaga, Gurvinder Singh of Taranji Khera, Jugraj Singh from
Danewal, Gurminder Singh of
Ludhiana and manager Pankaj
Verma on the complaint of
Kewal’s family.
The name of the centre’s
owner Gursevak Singh was also
nominated for inclusion in the
FIR on the complaint of victim’s
son. The accused were booked
under sections 304 (punishment
for culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) and 120-B

(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian penal code at the Dirba
police station.
“He was admitted to the centre last week and I paid ₹14,000
for his treatment. The caretakers of the centre beat him up and
informed us only after his death.
Initially, we were told that he
was unwell and has been rushed
to the civil hospital. When we
reached the hospital, he was
dead,” said Gurlal Singh, 22,
Kewal’s son.
“We are being pressured to
reach a compromise, but we
want justice and the guilty
should be punished,” he added.
“We have arrested three of
the accused, namely Mohit
Kumar, Gurvinder Singh and
Gurminder Singh. Investigations are on,” said Dirba deputy
superintendent of police (DSP)
William Jeji.

Hari Singh Nalwa’s
turban ornament
fetches ₹3.15-cr in UK
ment, or a sarpech, that belonged
to the Sikh Khalsa commander
Hari Singh Nalwa in the 19th century was among the key highlights of an auction held by
Sotheby’s auction house in London.
The enamelled turban ornament fetched 350,000 pounds (Rs
3.15 crore), nearly double its estimate of up to 180,000 pounds (1.62
crore) at the Arts of the Islamic
World auction on Wednesday.
Other major Indian highlights
from the sale by Sotheby’s
included two 17th century
Mughal miniature paintings
from India - ‘A Battle Outside a
Walled Fortress’, attributed to
Sur Das, which fetched 143,750
pounds (Rs 1.3 crore), and ‘A
Drawing of Frederick the Wise’,
Elector of Saxony, which fetched
102,500 pounds (Rs 93 lakh).The
sale formed part of the Middle

Eastern and Orientalist Art Week
at the auction house in London,
which attracted total sales of 18.7
million pounds (Rs 16.8 crore).
“There has been a real buzz in
our exhibitions over the past
week, and this sense of excitement carried through into the
saleroom - with enthusiastic bidding from private collectors and
institutions alike,” said Edward
Gibbs, Sotheby’s Middle East and
India Chairman.“There was a
real breadth to the array of artworks on offer, reflected both in
the strength of bidding and the
participation of a wide spectrum
of collectors from over 50 countries,” he said. “Twelve new auction records were set for artists
from across the region, amongst
them established, indeed treasured, modern masters as well as
lesser-known names that we
were introducing to our collecPTI
tors for the first time.”
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Four arrested with 5 kg
heroin in Amritsar village
HT Correspondent
n

LONDON: A gem-set turban orna-

punjab

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR: Four persons were
arrested with 5kg heroin during a
barricading at Bhittewind village
under Rajasansi police station,
police said on Thursday. The
police also recovered two cars
from their possession.
The accused have been identified as Maninder Singh of New
Partap Nagar, Paramjit Singh of
Chogawan village in Amritsar
and Amarjit Singh of Mandiala
village and Bikramjit Singh of
Daiha village in Hoshiarpur district.
Inspector general (IG-border
range) Surinder Pal Singh Parmar said on the direction of senior superintendent of police (SSPrural) Vikramjit Duggal, a team
under the supervision of superintendent of police (SP-investigation) Manpreet Shimar laid a barricading at Bhittewind village in
search of miscreants.

n

Police officials showing seized contraband in Amritsar on Thursday.
SAMEER SEHGAL

“The team stopped an SUV in
which the four accused were
present in the car. During the
search, police recovered four kg
heroin (1kg from each) from their
possession,” he said.
The IG said a case under Section 21-61-85 of the NDPS Act was
registered against them at Raja

Sansi police station. He said, “At
the instance of Amarjit Singh and
Bikramjit Singh, we recovered
1kg heroin and a car from Daiha
village.” “After presenting the
accused in a local court, we will
take their police remand during
which more recoveries are
expected,” said the IG.

K A R TA R P U R C O R R I D O R

Pak allocates
70 acres to set up
varsity named
after Guru Nanak

Pak must end
AMARINDER IS
‘Darshan
asthan’
at
Dera
Baba
sponsoring terror,
INVISIBLE CM,
else we will stop Nanak being razed, devotees upset SAYS SUKHBIR
RAISED BY THE 17TH
water: Gadkari

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Punjab prov-

CHANDIGARH: Union minister and

DERA BABA NANAK: Construction

ince government has allocated 70
acres of land for setting up an
international university named
after Guru Nanak in Nankana
Sahib, the birthplace of the first
Sikh Guru.
The funds for the construction
of the Baba Guru Nanak International University (BGNIU) in
Nankana Sahib, about some 80
km from Lahore, will be allocated
in the budget of financial year
2019-20, Punjab chief minister
Usman Buzdar said in a statement here on Thursday.
The CM said the project will be
part of the coming development
budget.He said the government
would also establish a police
lines, a prison and National Registration Database Authority
(Nadra) in Nankana Sahib.
There has been a demand from
Sikhs living in Pakistan to construct a university named after
the founder of their religion at his
birthplace. Proposal for the university first surfaced during the
Punjab government of Pervaiz
Elahi in 2003. The Evacuee Trust
Property Board (ETPB) gave a
final approval to the project tTwo
years ago under the government
of PML-N. Then ETPB chairman
Siddiqul Farooq said this varsity
would help promote religious
tourism in Pakistan and also portray the country’s good image at
the international level.
Earlier this year, for the first
time a Pakistani university had
created the Baba Guru Nanak
PTI
research chair.

BJP leader Nitin Gadkari on
Thursday said the government
will stop river water flowing
into Pakistan if it continues to
sponsor terrorism in India.
Gadkari was addressing a
poll meeting at Law Bhawan,
Sector 37, here. “When the Indus
Waters Treaty was signed
between General Ayub Khan
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
its basis was shared brotherhood between the two countries.
Where is the brotherhood when
Pakistan is spreading terrorism
in India and killing our soldiers.
In this situation, we are in our
full rights to stop Pakistan’s
share of water,” said Gadkari.
Under the Indus Waters
Treaty, India shares water of the
Beas and Sutlej with Pakistan.
Gadkari said, “It is disappointing that we are not able to
fully use our own share of water
even when there are disputes
between different states over
water scarcity. I called meeting
of chief ministers of Punjab,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand on six pending
project for use water of these
river. Agreement on five of
these projects is in final stages of
resolution and will be done after
the completion of elections. This
will help solve water problems
and disputes between Haryana
and Punjab.”
Gadkari also said that the rivers interlinking project will
help resolve disputes between
HTC
the two states.

agencies have started razing the
‘darshan asthan’, a high structure built near the India-Pakistan border here to facilitate
Indian devotees to watch the historic Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib
in Pakistan
A small portion of the structure has already been razed
under the Union government’s
plan ahead of the construction of
the Kartarpur corridor, leaving
devotees disappointed.
With the help of binoculars
from here, devotees have darshan of the gurdwara, the last
resting place of Sikhism’s
founder Guru Nanak, which is
just 3-4 km from the international border.
Raised in 2006 by Baba Sukhdeep Singh Bedi who is 17th
descendent of Guru Nanak, the
‘darshan asthan’ is a complex of
structures, a few yards away
from the Zero Line.
Apart from the high platform
which is built on the ‘dhusi

Surjit Singh
n

n

Amrita Warring, wife of Congress Bathinda candidate Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring, at a village in Lambi assembly segment. HT PHOTO

Cong leaders storm
Badal’s Lambi citadel to
conquer Bathinda fort
Sarbmeet Singh
n

letterscdh@Hindustantimes.com

wife Amrita Warring separately
visited villages in the segment on
Thursday.

LAMBI(MUKTSAR): Congress leaders

are making a beeline to Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) patron
Parkash Singh Badal’s Lambi
assembly segment under a combative strategy to defeat SAD’s
Bathinda Lok Sabha candidate
and Union minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal, who is pitted against
party’s nominee Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring.
While Warring kicked off his
campaign by staying a night at
Badal village, other Congress
leaders are now visiting Lambi to
mount an offensive against the
Badals in the run-up to the elections.
Cabinet minister Sukhjinder
Randhawa campaigned in Lambi
last week whereas Congress’ Zira
MLA Kulbir Zira and Warring’s

WHY LAMBI IS
IMPORTANT?
Lambi had played a deciding factor in 2014 parliamentary polls,
when Harsimrat secured a lead of
35,000 votes in the segment and
managed to win Bathinda seat by
a narrow margin 19,000 by defeating Congress’ Manpreet Singh
Badal, now finance minister
The Congress had performed
well in the panchayat, block samiti and zila parishad polls here
and party leaders now have high
hopes from the segment.
“We won rural polls in Lambi.
There is a public resentment
against Badals. We are getting a
positive response from people,”
said Gurmeet Khudiyan, former
Congress district president.

surjit.singh@htlive.com

DESCENDENT OF GURU
NANAK, IT FACILITATES
DEVOTEES TO WATCH
HISTORIC GURDWARA
KARTARPUR SAHIB

bandh’ (devotees use stairs to get
on it), a canteen and a shed with
sitting arrangement are also
there in the complex, adjoining a
gurdwara. The complex is under
the control of the Border Security Force (BSF).
As the corridor project is
being executed to give Indian
devotees an easy access to the
Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib, the
entire structure will be razed by
May 6, BSF officials told HT.
WILL BE DEPRIVED OF
DARSHAN: DEVOTEES
Meanwhile, devotees are upset
over the demolition move, saying they will be deprived of having darshan of the gurdwara in
Pakistan. They feel it was a big
privilege for them to watch and

perform ardas towards the gurdwara without any formality,
passport and other restrictions.
“The move to construct the
corridor is welcome, but only
around 500 devotees per day are
expected to be allowed to pass
through it. Devotees are in
crores and many of them don’t
have the passports. How will
they be able to have darshan of
the gurdwara?” said Gurkirpal
Singh, a resident of Dera Baba
Nanak.
He said, “It is a daily routine of
many residents in the area, especially of Dera Baba Nanak, to
perform ardas at this place. Razing it will be a great loss for all of
them.”
BS Goraya, who has been
spearheading the demand for the
Kartarpur corridor, said, “If the
asthan comes in the way of the
corridor, the government should
construct such a structure on
another place along the border .”
Meanwhile, Baba Bedi said,
“If the government allows us, we
will build the darshan asthan at
another place on our own, with
the cooperation of the sangat.”

SBS NAGAR : Former deputy chief

minister and Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal urged people to
re-elect Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the upcoming polls as
he had strengthened India’s
global position through his diplomacy while addressing two rallies in Nawanshahr and Banga
town in Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Nagar on Thursday.
“The UN and countries such as
United States and China also listen to him with respect. The country needs a Prime Minister whom
enemies fear and international
community respects. Modi is the
only leader who fits the bill,” said
Badal. “This time people will get
rid of an inefficient, inaccessible
and invisible chief minister.
There is a wave of anger against
the Congress in the state.”
The Akali leader accused the
Congress of being criminally
indifferent towards farmers hit
by tardy wheat procurement.
Attacking Congress’ Manish
Tewari, he said, “He (Tewari) will
fly away from Anandpur Sahib as
HTC
he did from Ludhiana.”
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spiceoflife

Fivekilledasjeepfalls When ‘curry parents’ get down to recycling
intogorgeinMandi
Alka Kashyap

I

used to wonder why my
father continued to wear the
clothes my brother had discarded before leaving for the
US. To put the record straight,
it wasn’t for any emotional connection or such sentimental
stuff. This is how we, the parents in India are wired. We
don’t dispose of anything till it
is in good shape and colour.
The other day, I saw my
friend wearing a fluorescent
green top that barely covered
her midriff. I instantly knew
where it had come from. My
friend had not been audacious
enough to buy such outlandish
apparel nor had she fallen prey
to a tricky weekend sale. Her
younger sister had got married
and moved away recently.
We are great at preserving

MISHAP Six injured admitted to hospital; condition stable
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : Five people were killed

and six injured when a jeep in
which they were travelling in
skiddedofftheroadandfellintoa
gorge in Pandhar area of Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi district on
Thursday.
The incident took place as
driver lost control over the vehicle which rolled down the cliff
into a 250-metre deep gorge at
Balu Ropa road near Jognimata
temple in Fagni village, police
said. Five people , including
threewomen,diedonthespot,the
police said, adding that they had
been identified as Roop Lal, 48,
SuniDevi,52,JethiDevi,32,Shivani,19, Fithu Ram, 75, and Lajji
Devi,47.Allthevictimswereresidents of Ropa village in the district, the police said.
Theinjuredhadbeenadmitted
to Civil Hospital, Padhar, where
theirconditionis statedtobe stable.Eyewitnessessaidtheadministration had a tough time in rescuingtheinjuredfromthegorge.
People in the area began rescue
operations even before local
authoritiesreachedthespot.The
accident seems to have been
caused by negligent driving, a
police official said.
Acasehadbeenregisteredand
investigations were on to ascertain the cause of accident.
Mandi deputy commissioner
Rigved Thakur has ordered a
magistrate-levelinquiryintothe
incident while an ex gratia of
₹10,000hasbeenannouncedtothe
kin of the deceased and ₹2,000 to
the injured.
Theaccidentspotisoneofmost
remote places in the district,
whilescarcityandlowfrequency
of passenger buses in the area
lead to the overcrowding of private vehicles.

Shimla rape case:
Magisterial probe
report submitted
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: Five days after a 19-yearold girl lodged a rape case in
Shimla, the probe by the special
investigation team (SIT) into the
incident has not made much
headway.
Meanwhile, the report of the
magisterialprobewassubmitted
to additional chief secretary,
home, Manoj Kumar on Thursday.Theprobewasconductedby
ADM (law and order) Prabha
Rajeev.
The special SIT was constitutedbythegovernmenttoprobe
the incident after the case was
registered under sections 376
(rape), 354 A (sexual harassment), 366 (kidnapping) and 506
(criminalintimidation)oftheIPC
on the complaint of the victim on
April 29.
IntheFIR,thegirlsaidshehad
visited the Lakkar Bazaar police
post in Shimla on April 28 eveningwithaquerythatwhatshould
be done if she was stalked. The
girlsaidshewasadvisedbypolice
officialstoregisteracomplaintat
Dhalli police station. Later, she
was forcibly dragged into a car
and abandoned at Bhattakufar,
she alleged.
The police, after preliminary
investigation, denied the allegation, saying there was no evidencetosuggestthatshewaskidnapped. In CCTV footages, the
victim was seen walking, the
police said.

thingregardingtheappleofour
eye. Our child is always the
sweetest and we know that
kaalateeka(blackdot)issaving
him from the evil eye.
We calmly wade through the
chaotic traffic every morning
to drop our child to school. The
child’s exam is our exam. We
are as nervous as the child,
only sometimes, we overdo it.
When it snows outside, we pack
our little one to the T. Not that
we don’t allow him to breathe,
but more the layers of sweater,
the more we love our child.
AnotherthingweIndianparents fret about is food. The
mother in the family ensures
that each one in the family has
threepropermealsaday.Iadmit
I’m proud of this dedication of
theladyofthehouse,whichdoes
not exist anywhere else in the
world. We also know how to

THIS IS HOW WE, THE
PARENTS IN INDIA ARE
WIRED. WE DON’T
DISPOSE OF ANYTHING
TILL IT IS IN GOOD
SHAPE AND COLOUR

things that we are endowed
with. “Yeh meri shaadi ke time
ka fridge hai (This fridge was
bought when I got married)!”
So when is it time to throw that
fridge away? Someone in the
family will get it re-painted,
repaired and resurrect it as a
prized monument.
We are a happy nation and
ouremotionalquotientwithour
childrenisprettyhigh.Sahitoh
hai (It’s fine) and theek toh hai
(it’s working right), is the generalmoodwhenitcomestoany-

present leftovers as fancy
re-runs. We waste nothing.
We have no qualms about
entertaining an unannounced
guest. We always have plenty,
and in true Indian style, insist
on feedingthe guest to the brim.
Atithi devo bhava (welcoming
the guest as God) rings true in
every Indian household.
When my daughter moved to
Sydney for higher studies, the
first question on my mind was,
“Khana khaya? (Did you eat?)”
Hearing her getting miffed, I
could not muster the courage to
ask, “Kya khaya? (What did
you eat?)”
To my utter displeasure, she
enlightened me with the fact
that we are known as ‘curry
parents’ down there in Australia. So what is wrong with a
curry? It is the most delectable
dish in the world. We are also a

letterstoeditor
DIPLOMATIC VICTORY
FOR INDIA
n

The mangled car near Fagni village in Pandhar area of Mandi
district on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

2 KILLED AS MINIBUS COLLIDES
WITH TRUCK NEAR JAMMU
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU :At least two people
were killed and three
injured when a minibus collided with a truck on the outskirts of Jammu on Wednesday.
The deceased was identified as Lakhan Chouhan, 45,
resident of Chattisgarh. The
identity of the other is yet to
be ascertained.
It was learnt that the
driver of Mishriwallabound minibus lost control

of the vehicle, turning it on
its side to avoid hitting a
bike on the road.
Consequently, the minibus collided with the tipper
truck which was coming
from the opposite side and
rolled down into a canal
alongside the road.
Locals rushed to the spot
and evacuated all the passengers from the vehicle.
Two people died on the
spot while the three injured
were shifted to Government
Medical College Hospital in
Jammu.

J&K: Former MLA
held for assaulting
woman sarpanch
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: National Conference

leader and former MLA Gagan
Bhagat was on Thursday
arrested for allegedly manhandling a woman sarpanch in R S
Pura area of Jammu district.
A video, purportedly showing
the NC leader attacking sarpanch Seema Devi and her supporters, had gone viral on the
social media on Wednesday.
The trouble began over the
issue of taking credit for installing a power transformer at Raipur Gujjaran village in RS Pura
area.
Acting on Devi’s complaint,
police registered an FIRs
against Bhagat on Sunday. The
police arrested the former MLA
from the court complex at Janipur on Thursday. “The police
have taken action against Bhagat after a complaint was filed
by a woman sarpanch,” Jammu
senior superintendent of police
Tejinder Singh said.
The former MLA had been
arrested under sections including assault and outraging
her(lady sarpanch) modesty.
Earlier, sarpanches and panches of of Miran Sahib, led by All
Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat Conference (AJKPC) president Anil Sharma, held protests
in R S Pura demanded immedi-

TROUBLE BEGAN OVER
THE ISSUE OF TAKING
CREDIT FOR INSTALLING
A POWER TRANSFORMER
IN RS PURA

The United Nations’ move to designate Jaish-e-Mohammed chief
Masood Azhar as a global terrorist is a diplomatic victory for
India. In the last 25 years, Azhar
purportedly carried out more
than 20 terror attacks in India.
The proposal to ban him was presented to the UN Security Council five times in 10 years. Finally,
China had to withdraw its objection after the United States, Britain, France and Russia came
together with the proposal in the
UN Security Council for the fifth
time. Now, India should try to
stop the terror group’s funding
by focusing on Azhar’s foreign
properties.
Shakti Singh, Karnal

II
It is good news that Masood
Azhar has been finally declared
a global terrorist. However,
unfortunately this development
will also trigger a war of words
between the BJP and the Congress as in the case of the air
strikes against terrorist camps
in Pakistan. While the BJP will
try to put a feather in PM Narendra Modi’s cap for his fight
against terror, the Congress will
accuse the BJP of exploiting the
development for its electoral
motives. We must salute our diplomats for the achievement

instead of trivialising it for selfish gains.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

III
Masood Azhar’s listing as a
global terrorist by the United
Nations is a major diplomatic
victory for India. Efforts put by
New Delhi have borne fruit and
will help counter Pakistan-sponsored cross border terrorism.
China was compelled to fall in
line due to international pressure. It is a proud moment for
India and should not be undermined by election politics.
Dr Devinder Garg,
Chandigarh

HAFIZ SAEED STILL
OPERATING FROM PAK
It is a diplomatic success for
India that Masood Azhar has
been listed as a terrorist by the
United Nations. However, can
we forget that just within 15 days
of the 26/11 attacks the then UPA
government got Hafiz Saeed
declared as a global terrorist.
Also, there are 139 Pakistanis
who are already placed in the
global terrorists list. Did it help?
No. Hafiz Saeed is still operating
from Pakistan and so are the
other terrorists. All the hue and
cry seems to be a technique to
take credit for the action and
gain electoral benefit. Pakistan
needs to be declared a terrorist

state and China has successfully
blocked this by agreeing to withdraw its objections to list Azhar
as a terrorist.
Kamal Arora, Panchkula

reformed if the objective of introducing it is to be achieved in true
spirit.
Dr Karan Singh Vinayak,
Chandigarh

CHINA FORCED TO TAKE
BACK ‘TECHNICAL HOLD’

BRING ALIENATED TRIBALS
INTO THE MAINSTREAM

The real victory is not that Masood Azhar was declared as a
global terrorist by the UN. It lies
inthefactthatIndiaforcedChina
to withdraw its ‘technical hold’.
China has been compelled to
change its foreign policy of
defending a Pakistani terrorist.
However, India’s fight against
terrorismwillbetakenseriously
onlyafteritgetstheUNtodeclare
Pakistan as a terrorist state.
Mehak Chaturvedi,
Chandigarh

The latest strike by Maoist rebels
in Maharashtra that killed sixteen security personnel shows
that their terror movement has
resurfaced with vengeance.
Measures taken earlier to bring
them into the mainstream have
not led to the desired results. The
government must revive its
efforts to address development
issues in the areas hit by Naxalism and bring the alienated sections of tribals into mainstream.
The Maoist violence cannot be
contained by security forces
alone.
Sanna Singh, Patiala

STRENGTHEN NOTA TO
INSTIL ZEAL IN VOTERS
It is imperative for each voter to
participate in the festival of
democracy by casting his/her
vote. Even if the voter finds no
suitable candidate to represent
the constituency, there is an
option of NOTA, which is meant
to address the voters’ dissent
against leaders who failed them.
If there are more NOTA votes
than the votes in favour of the
candidates, the Election Commission must seek fresh election
in that particular constituency.
Therefore, NOTA needs to be

Dinosaur-era tree fossil
found in Shimla village
n

n

alkagaurkashyap@gmail.com

The writer is a Chandigarh-based
advocate

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com

Navneet Rathore
ate arrest of the former MLA.
“The conduct of the former
MLA is despicable. The woman,
after running from one office to
another, managed to install a
transformer and the former
MLA, instead of appreciating
her efforts, brazenly thrashed
her. We want the Governor to
take action against Bhagat. His
security should be withdrawn.
He is using his security to
threaten the people,” said
Sharma.
Devi said, “I need to stand up
for the people who have elected
me and I would not get intimidated by such acts”.
Meanwhile, the NC described
the incident as “most unfortunate” and sought an impartial
probe into the circumstances
leading to reported brawl
between a woman sarpanch and
the party leader.
“While NC believes in probity
in public life, we also hope that
such sensitive issues are not
politicised,” a provincial
spokesperson of the party said
in a statement.

land of rajma-chawal, dum
biryani, saag, kheer, rabdi, all
of which take eons to cook. And
how privileged we feel when
someone in the family says,
“It’s been so many days, you
haven’t made gajar ka halwa.”
In this age of two-minute
noodles and quick-fix burgers,
our Indian system stands aloft.
So different, magnanimous,
persevering and sublime! If
that is what makes us ‘curry
parents’, I wouldn’t mind being
called ‘pakora parents’ or
‘halwa parents’ either.
Those foreigners can never
come close to our rich culture
and heritage leave alone leading the contented life we do.
Long live India and long live
our Indianness!

II
The killing of 16 security personnel in the latest Maoist blast
underscores the need to improve
anti-terror strategies. Technology needs to be used more effectively to thwart IED ambushes
against security forces. An
unmanned robotic vehicle can
be put in front of a cavalcade and
sniffer dogs can also be used to
locate explosives.
Niranjan Walia,
Jalandhar

III
Naxalites have once again
caused devastation in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra. It appears
that the operational party did not
take precautions required to be
followedduringthemovementof
convoys. In such areas, guard
cannot be lowered at any stage.
Also, the supply chain of explosives should be unearthed and
defused as the Naxalites often
plant massive IEDs. Intelligence
agency and police need to be
more active to counter Naxal
attacks.
Subhash Vaid

HELP KASHMIRI PANDITS
RESETTLE IN VALLEY
This refers to the news ‘No place
like Kashmir: Pandit trader on
return to Valley after 28 years’
(May 2). It is heartening to note
that migrant Kashmiri Pandits
have started going back to their
homeland. The government
needs to enure they get support,
both in terms of finances and
security, to rebuild their lives
in the Valley. Political parties
and NGOs in Kashmir should
support these families who
want to return. Rebuilding lives
after such a long absence
may not be easy but the love of
homeland can go a long way in
building their confidence to
resettle.
DS Banati, Mohali

Woman dies during
treatment; doc, son
held for assaulting kin

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
SHIMLA: Atreefossil,appearingto

be millions of years old, has been
foundintheKharapatharvillage
inShimladistrictonWednesday.
The fossil was found by a team
of Himachal Pradesh forest
department. Rohru divisional
forestofficer(DFO)CBTahsildar
said:“Wewereonroutineinspection at the site of landslide on
April 30 when we chanced upon
the fossil.” “We informed fossil
expertHariChauhan,whovisited
the site the next day and confirmedafterinspectionthatitwas
indeed a fossil,” he added.
Chauhan, curator of state
museum, said the tree fossil was
ofMesozoicgeologicalera(67-250
million years ago), which is the
ageofdinosaurs.“Itappearstobe
a tree fossil whichcould be about
200 million years old. A sample
will be taken soon to study
whether it is a tree or a rock fossil,”saidChauhan.Healsoidentified two-three other fossils at the
site. Thesite wherethe fossil was
found has been sealed.

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU:: Police arrested a doctor

n

Hari Chauhan, curator of state museum, visited the spot where the
HT PHOTO
tree fossil was found, in Shimla district on Thursday

and his son for allegedly thrashing family members of a 48-yearold woman, who died during
treatment at a private nursing
home at Akhnoor on Thursday.
Alleging medical negligence,
family members said Anju Devi
was admitted to the nursing
homeinthemorningandshedied
after being administered a
“wrong” injection.
“My daughter collapsed soon
aftershe wasgiven theinjection.
After some time, she was
declared dead,” said mother of
the deceased.
“Shehadminorfeverandcold.
She had no previous history of
any major ailment. We believe
thatshediedduetodoctor’snegligence. The authorities should
takestrictactionagainstthedoctor,” Anju’s mother added.
The brother of the deceased
said, “When we sought to know
from the doctor how my sister

ALLEGING MEDICAL
NEGLIGENCE, FAMILY
SAID ANJU DEVI DIED
AFTER BEING
ADMINISTERED A
‘WRONG’ INJECTION
died, he abused us and his son
attacked us with an iron rod.”
“Actingonthecomplaintofthe
deceased’s kin,wehave arrested
Dr Gafoor Choudhary and his
son,” said sub-divisional police
officer, Akhnoor, Ajay Sharma
said.
Later,thebodyofthedeceased
was taken to her hometown in
Khopur, where family members
blocked the road by placing the
body.Theyweredemandingcompensation from the administration and sealing of the nursing
home. The blockade was lifted
after senior officers reached
thereandassuredthemthatcompensation would be provided to
theaggrievedfamilyasperrules.

ELECTION2019

Two Shia groups in Kargil hold key to Ladakh seat Himachal central varsity V-C
gets notice for ‘book on Modi’
P O L L C O D E V I O L AT I O N

Mir Ehsan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:Two groups of Shia sect
in Kargil — Anjuman Jamiatul
Islamia School (AJIS) and Imam
Khomeini Memorial Trust
(IKMT) —may play acrucial role
in the Lok Sabha election from
Ladakh constituency in Jammu
and Kashmir.
The two powerful religious
groups, which played pivotal
roles in past elections also,
have a huge following in the
region.
But they have always
remained on the opposite sides
due to certain ‘ideological differences’. This election too, they
have announced their support
for different independent candidates.
While the AJIS is supporting
Sajjad Hussain Kargali, the
IKMT is rallying behind Asghar
Karbalai, a former Congress legislator.
Many in Kargil, an assembly
segment of the Ladakh Lok

n

Union minister and senior BJP leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
campaigns for candidate from Ladakh Lok Sabha seat, Jamyang
ANI PHOTO
Tsering Namgyal, in Kargil on Thursday.

Sabha constituency, dub Karbalai as an unofficial candidate of
the Congress. The AJIS came
into existence in the mid-1960s
while the IKMT was formed after
the death of Iranian spiritual
leader Ayatollah Khomeini in
the late 1990s by some people earlier associated with the AJIS.
Over the past three decades,

the IKMT has made formidable
inroads in Kargil. AJIS president
Nazir-ul-Mehdi said all religious
groups, including Buddhists, in
Kargil had decided to support
Kargili.
“We fielded our own candidate as the people of Kargil have
been discriminated with,” he
said, adding that their main

demands were construction of
Zojilla tunnel and a small airport
for Kargil.
“We remain cut-off from rest
of the country for six months and
face lot of hardships. We have
asked our followers to
support Kargali so that we can
highlight our problems,” he
added. Mehdi, who is also a religious scholar, said even the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and
the National Conference (NC)
were rallying behind Kargali.
“Only the IMKT is supporting
the unofficial Congress nominee,” he added.
Former Congress legislator
and one of the prominent leaders
of IKMT, Ghulam Reza, said Karbalai was an experienced politician who could highlight “real
issues” in Parliament.
“We had sought ticket from
the Congress which was denied,
so IKMT decided to field
Karbalia as its candidate.
We are still with the Congress,”
said Reza, who had lost the
last Lok Sabha polls by mere 36

votes. Reza was then supported
by IKMT. The AJIS-backed candidate had finished third.
“Even people who are associated with the AJIS will vote for
Karbalai as he is an experienced
politician and can speak on Articles 370 and 35A,” added Reza.
Bashir Ahmad, a political analyst, said both the religious
groups had a huge following.
“It will be interesting to see
who among the two will emerge
victorious in Ladakh. Or will the
split in votes in Kargil benefit the
BJP candidate, as in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections when the candidates supported by the two religious groups lost?” he said.
Besides the two independents,
Rigzin Spalbar of the Congress
and Jamyang Tsering Namgyal
of the BJP are in the fray.
Contrary to the Kashmir valley, Kargil has always ignored
boycott calls given by separatists
and witnessed brisk polling in
assembly as well as Lok Sabha
elections. The Ladakh constituency will go to polls on May 6.

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : The poll authorities
have issued a notice to vicechancellor (V-C) of Central University of Himachal Pradesh
(CUHP), Kuldip Chand Agnihotri for allegedly violating
the model code of conduct
after he released a book based
on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at a book fair in Dharamsala.
The 128-page book titled ‘Bharat Bodh Ka Sangharsh: 2019 Ka
Mahasamar’ was launched on
April 27 at the inauguration of a
book fair by National Book
Trust.
The book cover, featuring the
Prime Minister, reportedly
describes Modi’s achievements
and allegedly has many comments against the Congress.

THE BOOK DESCRIBES
PRIME MINISTER MODI’S
ACHIEVEMENTS AND
ALLEGEDLY HAS MANY
COMMENTS AGAINST
THE CONGRESS
Taking a suo motu cognizance, Kangra deputy commissioner-cum-returning officer
Sandeep Kumar had issued a
notice to the vice-chancellor
asking him to explain the timing
of the book’s release when the
model code of conduct was in
force.
In his reply to the notice,
Agnihotri said the book is “not a
biography of any political personality or an individual”.
Stating that the book is not

completely political in nature,
Agnihotri said, “It just narrates
and describes the political
scenario and makes an in-depth
analysis of problems or
political happenings confronting India. It’s also an
anthology of write-ups of the
last 15 years,” he said.
The vice-chancellor further
clarified that the design of the
cover page, which features the
Prime Minister, was “prerogative of the publisher”.
Meanwhile, a spokesperson
of state chief electoral officer
said the vice-chancellor’s reply
has also been forwarded to the
EC for perusal.
Kuldip Chand Agnihotri
has also penned another
book based on Prime Minister
titled ‘Modi Hone Ka Arth’
which was released earlier this
year.
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Sisters kill selves at
in-laws’ residence
HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Two sisters, who were

married to men from the same
family, allegedly ended their
lives by consuming poison following a fight with one other at
their in-laws’ house in northwest Delhi’s Wazirpur industrial area.
The police said that the sisters had a bitter relationship
and quarrelled frequently. During one such fight on Sunday,
both of them consumed poison.
Both died during the treatment
within the next two days, the
police said.
According to the police, the
two sisters, identified as Sonia
and Savita, lived with their husbands and in-laws. Sonia was
the elder sister and had got married 16 years ago, in 2003.
Around 10 years later, in 2013,
Savita got married to Sonia’s
brother-in-law.

ACCORDING TO THE
POLICE, THE SISTERS
FOUGHT FREQUENTLY
AND DID NOT GET ALONG
WITH ONE OTHER
“As told by the family members, initially things between
the two sisters were fine but two
years ago, they started having
fights over domestic issues.
Eventually, the fights became
more frequent.
On Sunday, during one such
argument, Savita, the younger
sister, consumed a poisonous
substance kept in the house. As
she fell unconscious and started
frothing, the family members
rushed her to Deep Chand Bandhu Hospital,” a police officer,
who is not authorised to speak to
media, said.
The police said that meanwhile, Sonia, who stayed behind

in the house, felt guilty and also
consumed the same poisonous
substance. “She was also admitted to the same hospital. Savita
died during treatment on Monday and Sonia, the next day,”
the police officer said.
The deputy commissioner of
police (northwest), Vijayanta
Arya, said that a post-mortem
examination of both the bodies
was conducted.
“The reports that would confirm the cause of death and
ascertain what solution they
had consumed is awaited. Family members have said that the
duo killed them following a
domestic quarrel. The subdivisional magistrate (SDM) was
informed and inquest proceedings are underway. No legal
complaint has been filed by the
family members,” Arya said.
Arya also said that the family
did not allege any matrimonial
dispute as a reason for the
deaths.

Suspect in doctor’s
murder told kin of
‘big mistake’: Cops

PAK VIOLATES
CEASEFIRE IN
POONCH,
SCHOOLS SHUT

HT Correspondent

the ceasefire agreement on
Thursday by resorting to mortar
shelling and firing along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch district,
prompting retaliation by the
Indian Army, officials said.
“At about 9.30 am, the Pakistani army initiated unprovoked
ceasefire violation along the LoC
in Shahpur and Kirni sectors in
Poonch district. They started firing with small arms followed by
shelling with mortars,” a defence
spokesman said. As a preventive
measure, schools within 5 km
radius of the LoC were shut in
Kirni sector, Poonch deputy commissioner Rahul Yadav said.
“The exchange of fire between the
two sides stopped after some
time. There were no reports of
any injuries ,” he said.
HTC

n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 29-year-old doc-

tor, who went missing from his
Delhi flat after the body of his
flatmate, a woman doctor, was
found in her room Tuesday
night, last spoke to his family
that very night before his cellphone got switched off in east
Delhi’s Mayur Vihar, a police
source said.
The woman, Dr Garima
Mishra, 25, was found dead with
multiple stab wounds at the
rented apartment by her cousin,
Shivendra Pandey, and landlord, Gautam Khurana, around
10.30pm Tuesday.
Pandey had come to check on
her after she stopped answering
phone calls.

Police said Chandra Prakash
Verma, the prime suspect in
Mishra’s murder, sought an
apology from his family members after telling them that he
had committed a “big mistake”.
The family panicked when he
refused to elaborate.
“When they insisted, Verma
disconnected the call and
switched off his phone around
10pm. The last call location was
Mayur Vihar, somewhere near
NH-24,” the officer said. Deputy
commissioner of police (central)
Mandeep Singh Randhawa said
six teams, have been formed to
probe the case and are camping
in various cities of Uttar Pradesh to nab Verma, who they
suspect murdered Mishra by
allegedly slitting her throat following an altercation.

Nisha is lone woman
in Himachal poll fray

PRAYER MEETING
patriarch Lt. Col. Devi Singh Verma who
le for his heavenly abode on April 25,
2019, the family is holding a Prayer
Mee ng as given below:
Date: May 5, 2019
Time: 3:30 to 4:30 PM
Venue: Arya Samaj Mandir, Sector 7,
(opposite Sports Complex) Chandigarh.

Naresh.kumar4@hindustantimes.com

DHARAMSHALA : Even as they
account for 49% of the electorate
in the hill state and outnumber
men in terms of voting percentage every election since 1998,
women have always got a raw
deal from political parties in Himachal Pradesh over the years.
This Lok Sabha elections too,
the two main political parties —
the ruling BJP and the Congress— in Himachal Pradesh
have preferred men over women.
The two parties have not
fielded a single woman candidate
from the four Lok Sabha seats in
the state. A total 46 candidates are
in the fray and all of them, expect
one, are men.
The lone woman candidate,
Nisha Katoch, is contesting from
Kangra as a nominee of Akhil
Bharat Hindu Mahasabha.
A freelance scribe, Katoch, 37,
runs a travel agency in Dharamshala town while her husband is
a transporter.
The ruling BJP has never
fielded a woman candidate from
Himachal. The three women the
state sent to the lower house of
Parliament were all Congress
nominees.
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur was
first woman MP from Himachal,
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To celebrate the centenarian life of our

Naresh Kumar
n

region

• Rukmani Verma (wife)
• Brig. Kuldip Singh Verma, Abha
LT. COL. DEVI SINGH VERMA • Suman Verma • Anoop Dabas, Neerja
(12.01.1919 – 25.04.2019) • All grandchildren & great grandchildren
n

Nisha Katoch

winning the Mandi seat in 1952.
Chandresh Kumari contested
on Congress ticket twice in 1984
and 1989. She won in 1984. Congress fielded Pratibha Singh, wife
of former chief minister Virbhadra Singh, in 1998, 2004, 2013
(byelection) and 2014. She won in
2004 and 2013.
In assembly elections too,
women have found a little space.
The performance of women candidates was the best in 1998
assembly elections when seven
out of 25 women candidates were
elected.
In the current assembly, there
are four women— BJP’s Sarveen
Chaudhary, Rita Dhiman and
Kamlesh Kumari and Asha
Kumari of the Congress. Sarveen
Chaudhary is a minister in the Jai
Ram Thakur-led government in
the state.
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JAMMU:Pakistani troops violated

2018-19
Consolidated
Revenue Up

10.1%
2018-19
Domestic FMCG
Volume Growth

11%

(Amount in

Notes:

Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March, 2019

1

Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows:

Quarter
ended
(31/03/2019)

Current year
ended
(31/03/2019)

Corresponding quarter
ended
(31/03/2018)

2,128.19

8,533.05

2032.91

464.66

1,799.25

502.59

Revenue from
operations

Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional items
and share of profit/(loss) of joint venture)

389.27

1,724.87

502.41

4

Net Profit for the period after tax, exceptional items and share
of profit/(loss) of joint venture

371.49

1,446.25

397.18

5

Net Profit for the period after tax (after non controlling
interest, share of profit/(loss) of joint venture and exceptional
items)

370.43

1,442.33

396.20

6

Total Comprehensive Income for the period {Comprising profit
for the period (after tax) and other comprehensive income
(after tax) }

371.51

1,444.30

401.61

7

Paid-up equity share capital (Face Value of 1 each)

176.63

176.63

176.15

8

Other equity

9

Earnings per share (Face Value of 1 each) (not annualised)

S.
No.

Particulars

1

Revenue from operations

2

Net Profit for the period (before tax, exceptional items and
share of profit/(loss) of joint venture)

3

Cr.)

Particulars

2

Quarter
ended
(31/03/2019)

Current year
ended
(31/03/2019)

Corresponding quarter
ended
(31/03/2018)

1,598.43

6,273.19

1,509.62

Profit before tax

421.84

1,503.35

449.14

Profit after tax

414.33

1,264.29

353.58

The above is an extract of the detailed format of audited consolidated
financial results for the quarter and year ended 31 March, 2019 filed with
the stock exchanges under Regulation 33 of SEBI (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the
standalone and consolidated financial results for the quarter and year ended
31 March, 2019 are available on the Stock Exchange websites (www.nseindia.
com and www.bseindia.com) and Company’s website (www.dabur.com).

5,455.05

For and on behalf of Board of Directors

(a) Basic

2.10

8.17

2.25

(b) Diluted

2.09

8.14

2.24

Place: New Delhi
Date: 2 May, 2019

Dr. Anand C. Burman
Chairman
DIN : 00056216

UNIDENTIFIED
General Public is hereby informed that one unknown
male person aged about 50 years, Height 5’-2”, dark
complexion, wearing white shirt was found lying
unconscious near school, EWS Colony, village- Dhanas,
Chandigarh on 24.04.2019. He was admitted in GH-16,
Chandigarh vide Cr. No. 20190197069 where doctor
declared him brought dead. In this regard, a DDR No. 08,
dated 25.04.2019 has been logged in Police Station Sarangpur, Chandigarh. The legal heirs of deceased are not
known. His photograph is given above.
If anyone having any information/clue about the whereabouts of unidentified
dead body, please inform to Police Station- Sarangpur on Phone No. 9779580945,
0172-2680981, 2680927 or Police Control Phone No. 0172-2749194 or 100.
Chandigarh Police
101

IIM
M ROHTAK

Indian Institute of Management Rohtak
Management City, Southern Bypass, NH 10, Sunaria Rohtak, Haryana-124010

Invites applications for admission to its
FIVE YEAR INTEGRATED PROGRAMME IN MANAGEMENT
(Batch 2019-24)
BBA & MBA
IIM Rohtak introduces the first batch of Five - Year Integrated Programme in Management
(IPM) for students after class XII who aim to pursue their career in Business Management.
Eligibility Criteria
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election2019
DebateoverCongroleinUPpoll A muted campaign in
the
hotbed
of
militancy
mathafterPriyankacomment
Mir Ehsan

STRATEGY Priyanka had said in seats where Congress is weak, it will eat into BJP’s votes, sparking a political storm
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW/NEW DELHI: As the Lok
Sabha polls in Uttar Pradesh
head into 41 crucial seats in its
eastern region, the role of the
Congress in the electoral arithmetic came into question
on
Thursday,sparkedbycomments
by Priyanka Gandhi Vadra the
previous day that her party was
helping the Samajwadi Party
(SP)-BahujanSamajParty(BSP)
alliance in some seats by eating
intotheBharatiyaJanataParty’s
(BJP) votes.
WhilecampaigninginAmethi,
the Congress east UP incharge
said that in places where the
partywasnotstrong,ithadputup
candidates to eat into the BJP’s
support base to bolster the oppositionSP-BSPalliance,whichitis
not a part of but with which it
shares a larger anti-BJP sentiment.
Priyanka Gandhi’s comment
led to BSP supremo Mayawati
alleging that it was the two
national parties that had a “tacit
understanding”, and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav saying that the
Congresswas “makingexcuses”
for its lack of support.
The question of vote arithmeticiscrucialinUP,wherecombined opposition candidates had
wrestedthreecrucialparliamentaryseatsfromtheBJPinbypolls
last year, including the saffron
party stronghold of Gorakhpur
(where the opposition candidate
won by more than 21,000 votes).
But this time. Gorakhpur is witnessing a triangular fight
between the BJP, Congress and
the SP-BSP alliance, leading to

›

This is her
confessional
statement about the
Congress becoming a
fringe organisation... A
mainstream party, the
grand old party of Indian
politics is now a fringe
organisation in India
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NEWDELHI: TheSupremeCourton

Thursday asked the Election
Commission(EC)totakeacallon
a representation seeking to
advance the beginning of voting
to 5 am from 7 am for the remaining three phases of the ongoing
national polls due to a heat wave
andbeginningoftheMuslimfasting month of Ramzan.
“The Election Commission of
Indiaisdirectedtopassnecessary
orders,” a Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi-ledbenchsaidinresponse
to a plea regarding the representation. Advocates Mohammad
Nizamuddin Pasha and Asad
Hayat had filed the plea saying
the EC has not considered their
representation submitted on
April 29. The plea said the beginningofRamzanwaslikelytocoincide with the fifth phase of the
polling on May 6.
Muslims follow a lunar calendar and beginning of a month is
subject to sighting of the moon.
Muslims do not even consume
waterduringRamzanfromdawn

›

The Congress leaders
have appealed to
party supporters that even
if the BJP candidates win
the election, they should
ensure the defeat of the
alliance candidate...People
should not waste their vote
supporting Congress...

›

Wherever we don’t
have a strong
candidate, we are giving
help to the BSP-SP [which
are fighting in alliance]...
we’re going to harm the
BJP... A secular formation
was going to win whether it
is BSP, SP, or Congress.

ARUN JAITLEY, Union minister

AKHILESH YADAV, SP president

MAYAWATI, BSP chief

RAHUL GANDHI, Congress chief

speculationaboutwhichsidethe
Congress may damage.
Cautioning voters, Mayawati
said that if they supported Congress, the BJP would benefit.
“People should not waste their
vote by supporting Congress.
Theyshouldsupportthealliance
candidate to ensure BJP’s
defeat,” she said. “The Congress
leaders have appealed to party
supporters that even if the BJP
candidateswintheelection,they
should ensure the defeat of the
alliance candidate,” she added.
Yadav also said he did not buy
intotheCongressclaim.“Idonot
believe that the Congress has

fielded weak candidates anywhere. No party does it. People
are not with them. That is why
they are making excuses,” he
said. The BJP, on its part, contendedthatthiswasproofthatthe
Congress had been reduced to a
“fringe organisation”.
Laterintheday,however,PriyankaGandhiaddressed ameeting of SP workers in Rae Bareli -where her mother Sonia Gandhi
is contesting the elections, and
wherethealliancehasnotfielded
a candidate. “My statement has
beenmisreported. I hadsaidthat
the Congress is fighting, and I
would prefer to die rather than

give any benefit to the BJP,” she
told the gathering.
Themeetingwasorganisedby
SP MLA Manoj Pandey, indicating his party’s support to Sonia
Gandhi in the constituency.
TheSP-BSPallianceisalsonot
contestinginAmethi,whereCongress president Rahul Gandhi is
in the fray.
RahulGandhialsosaidinatelevisioninterviewonWednesday
that wherever the Congress was
notinapositiontowin,itwillhelp
the SP-BSP alliance. “A secular
formation was going to win
whether it is BSP, SP, or Congress,”hetoldNDTVwhiledeny-

ingthathispartywasdividingthe
anti-BJP votes.
“Wherever we don’t have a
strong candidate, we are giving
help to the BSP-SP [which are
fightinginalliance].We’resaying
okay, we’re going to harm the
BJP. Where we have solid candidates, we are fighting for our
space,” he added.
Gandhi said he had told Priyanka Gandhi and Jyotiraditya
Scindia,whoareinchargeofeast
and west UP respectively, that
“our primary aim is to defeat the
BJP,soinplaceswherewearenot
going to win, we’ll help the
[SP-BSP] alliance”.

EC to decide if polls may
start early during Ramzan
HT Correspondent

›

I do not believe that
the Congress has
fielded weak candidates
anywhere. No party does it.
People are not with them.
That is why they are
making excuses... we want
to give new Prime Minister
to the country.

›

RALLY TRACKER

TEMPERATURES WERE
EXPECTED TO RISE BY UP
TO FIVE DEGREE CELSIUS
THAN NORMAL IN THE
POLL-BOUND AREAS,
THE PLEA SAID CITING
AN IMD REPORT

Jaipur

Rae Bareli

Rajasthan

Uttar Pradesh

Amethi

Neemuch

Uttar Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Bhatapara
to dusk.
Thepleacited an Indian Meteorological Department report
warning of a severe heat wave
over the next few days. It added
temperatures were expected to
rise by up to five degree Celsius
than normal in the poll-bound
areasofMadhyaPradesh,Bihar,
Haryana, Delhi, Chandigarh,
Jharkhand,RajasthanandHimachal Pradesh.
“In the intense heat, it will be
verydifficultforMuslimvotersto
queue up at the polling booths
duringtheday...DuringRamzan,
mostpractising Muslims stayup
for an early morning meal and
sleepafterthemorningprayers,”
the plea said.

West Bengal

Rajgarh
Madhya
Pradesh

Ranchi
Jharkhand

Masood Azhar
carried out several
bomb blasts for several
years. Nobody could get
him declared an
international terrorist.
But yesterday was a
golden day as he was
declared a global
terrorist.
AMIT SHAH, BJP president

›

Demonetisation and GST have destroyed small
traders and the youth are facing massive
unemployment.

Sepoy Mutiny was
the first uprising
against the British in
India. Now the biggest
threat and problem in
the country is Narendra
Modi...It started from
Barrackpore. You keep
this in mind and vote.

SONIA GANDHI , UPA chairperson

MAMATA BANERJEE, Bengal CM

›

Amit Shah
Rahul Gandhi
Mamata Banerjee

Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra
Sonia Gandhi
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SRINAGAR: South Kashmir’s militancy-infested districts of PulwamaandShopiangotothepolls
next Monday but the election
fever is totally missing across n
towns and villages in both . The
occasional, if that, bunting or
political flag can be seen flutteringonlyinpartyoffices;18 candidates are in the fray here but few
have opted to campaign fearlessly and in the open.
With at least 100 militants
activeinthetwodistrictsthatare
part of the Anantnag Lok Sabha
seat,mainstreampoliticalparties
have been holding closed-door
campaigns or selecting secure
placesformeetingsandsmallrallies.Thesedistrictsarekeytothe
political fortunes of PDP president Mehbooba Mufti, more so
becausetheturnoutwasverylow
inthefirsttworoundsofvotingin
Anantnag, which is seeing a
three-phase election.Mufti won
the seat in 2014, but resigned to
become chief minister in 2016.
Keeping the security scenario
in mind, NC president Farooq
AbdullahonTuesdayheldarally
in Shopian in a very high-securityzone.OnWednesday,aparty
vice-president addressed cadres
inside the party office that is
located inahigh-securityareain
Shopian. “Most people prefer to
remainalooftothiselectionprocess,” said Showkat Ahmad, a
local journalist.
J&K Congress chief Ghulam
AhmadMiralsoheldclosed-door
meetings at Pulwama and Shopiantowns. “Wehavenow started
focusing on these two districts.
Wearetakingprecautionsdueto
thepresenceofmilitantsinthese
areas,somostofourmeetingsare
held behind closed doors.”
PDPleadersadmitthatpolling
will be very low in these two dis-

n

Kashmir’s Anantnag LS seat is witnessing a 3-phase polling.

tricts. “Everything is happening
in these two districts and, after
talking to our workers and the
common people, we feel the polling percentage will go further
down compared to the first two
rounds,” said PDP youth president Waheed ur Rehman Parra.
In the first phase, Anantnag district recorded 13.63% polling. In
the second phase, Kulgam
recorded a 10.32% turnout. Five
years ago, the turnout in Anantnag LS constituency was 29%.
“Ihavebeencampaigninghere
for the past few months but
mostly it’s been a closed-door
campaign,’’ added Parra, who
hails from the Rajpora area of
Pulwama.“MehboobaMuftiheld
onerallyinShopianbutthefocus
isnowonclosed-doormeetings,”
one of the PDP leaders said.
BJP state spokesman Altaf
Thakur said his party, too, is
being extra careful in Pulwama
and Shopian districts because of
the militant presence. Justice
(retd) Husnain Masoodi, the NC
candidate from Anantnag, said
his party had tried to convey to
themasseshowtheBJP-PDPgovernmentthatcollapsedlastJune
played havoc with south Kashmir. A senior police officer , asking not to be named, said, “We
hope the third phase also ends in
a peaceful way...”.

ANI FILE

RESTRICTIONS
IMPOSED IN
SHOPIAN
SRINAGAR: The Shopian

district magistrate
Thursday ordered imposition of restrictions
under Section 144 of the
CrPC for a period of one
month from May 3, an
official spokesman said.
According to the
order, no assembly or
congregation shall be
allowed without prior
permission of the district
magistrate or duty magistrates. “In order to
maintain peace and tranquility in public life and
to avoid danger to life
and property, the district
magistrate of Shopian
today (Thursday) promulgated Section 144...
from May 3, 2019 for a
period of one month,” the
spokesman said.
Shopian and neighbouring Pulwama districts -- part of the Anantnag LS seat-- are going to
PTI
polls on May 6.

LS poll over, Pawar wants party
to shift focus to state elections
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Nationalist Congress

Party (NCP) chief Sharad Pawar
wants his party to start preparations for the state assembly elections scheduled later this year
after the conclusion of Lok
Sabha polls in Maharashtra,
according to people aware of the
development.
Pawar will hold a meeting of
his MLAs, MPs and district presidents in Mumbai on Saturday as
part of the plan. Lok Sabha election candidates, too, have been
asked to be present. “Pawar
wants to assess the party’s performance in the general elections and the major issues in the
state, especially the drought.
Senior leaders will also deliberate on the strategy to be adopted
to corner [Maharashtra]’s Devendra Fadnavis-led government,” a party leader said.
Pawar also started a tour of
drought-affected areas a day

n

Sharad Pawar

after the Lok Sabha elections
were over in Maharashtra on
April 29.
The NCP chief believes
drought can become an election
issue in rural areas that account
for around half of the state’s 288
assembly seats, said another
NCP functionary.
NCPspokesmanNawabMalik
said, “Drought has become
severe. The meeting is to discuss
it and decide how to help the
affected people.”
The NCP could win only four
seats in 2014 Lok Sabha polls. In

2009, it had won eight. In the 2004
assembly polls, the NCP became
the biggest party in the state,
winning 71 assembly seats, two
more than the Congress. The
Congress-NCP alliance, which
ruled the state for 15 years, had
split just ahead of the 2014 assembly polls, despite a debacle in the
Lok Sabha elections.
Both the parties are hoping for
better performance. They have
contested the Lok Sabha elections together and are expected
to continue the alliance for the
assembly elections. “We are
expecting better performance in
the Lok Sabha elections, which
will ultimately come as a boost
for the party,” said a third NCP
leader.
“Despite losing badly in 2014,
the NCP managed to win 41 seats
in the assembly elections held
the same year. If we perform
well in the general polls, we will
be in a position to make a comeback in the assembly elections,”
he said.

1 dead, two others
injured in firing at
Howrah barracks

Water, and not war, on people’s minds in Bundelkhand

KOLKATA :A personnel of Assam
Rifles, a central paramilitary
force, was killed and two others
injured on Thursday morning
whenajawanopenedfireafteran
altercation with his colleagues.
Thepersonnelwholosthislife
was identified as BholanathDas.
The injured, Anil Rajbanshi and
Rantu Mani, were admitted to a
Kolkatahospitalincriticalcondition.Theassailant,Lakshmikant
Burman, who fired 18 rounds
from his service rifle was
arrested.“Burmanwasarrested.
Apparently,hewasinamentally
unstable condition...,” said additional director general (law and
order), Siddhnath Gupta. The
incidenttookplace at Bangalpur
JyotirmoyeeGirlsHighSchoolin
Howrah district. The personnel
had come to Bengal on poll duty.
PollingwillbeheldintheconstituenciesofHowrahdistrict--Uluberia and Howrah -- on May 6.
Senior police officials of the
districtweretight-lipped.Locals
said that around 11:20 AM, they
heard severalgunshots.A police
contingent led by an additional
superintendent, rushed to spot
andcordonedofftheschoolbuilding where the Assam Rifles personnel were set up. Rapid action
force personnel were deployed.
Howrahdistrictpoliceforwarded
a preliminary report to the state
secretariatandthechiefelectoral
officer, West Bengal.
HTC

SAGAR/KHAJURAHO/TIKAMGARH: “In

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

Khajurahowedon’tlookforward
tothefuture,welookatourpast,”
says Rajrishi Tripathi, a young
entrepreneur.
In this “iconic city” housing a
groupofHinduandJaintemples
thatarerecognisedasaUNESCO
heritage site, a sense of despondency is conspicuous.
Part of the much-neglected
Bundelkhand region of Madhya
Pradesh,votersintheKhajuraho
Lok Sabha seat complain of
issues ranging from water scarcity,slowpaceofdevelopmentto
the absence of political will to
changethefortuneofthecityand
its people.
“Itdoesn’tmatterwhichparty
is in power, the lot of this place
doesn’t change. We were better
off two decades ago,” says Tripathi. Bundelkhand has four Lok
Sabha seats — Khajuraho, Tikamgarh, Damoh and Sagar. Of
these, Sagar, reserved for scheduled caste candidates, will go to
the polls on May 12 in the sixth
phaseoftheongoinggeneralelections while voting will be conducted in the rest of the three
seats on May 6 in the fifth phase.
Whilethevillagesintheseconstituencies have identical problems of shortage of water, poor
housing, bad roads, dismal
healthcare and education facilities; in the urban areas lack of
employment, poor connectivity

to other town and cities and the
abjectneglecttopthelistofgrievances.
“The airport in Khajuraho
qualifies as an international airport.Howmanyflightslandhere?
Three a week. How do you
explain that when tourism is the
backbone of this place?” says
Narayan Singh Bayal, convenor
of the Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) and general manager
of a hotel.
Residents, particularly those
who are dependent on the hospitality sector, blame a private airlineforthedeclineintourismand
pushingtheplaceoffthetouristy
grid.
“They [the airline] took over
from Air India [India’s national
carrier], changed the route that
brought more people to this city
andjumpedthepricestoanexorbitantrange.Consequentlytourists, especially from abroad
stopped coming here. And now
we have just one flight a week,”
Bhayal says.
Rajesh Kumar Tiwari, vicepresident of the Tourist Guide
Federation,claimstherehasbeen
a 35% decline in tourist footfall
annually. “Only some Chinese
and Koreans take the trouble of
taking the train,” he says.
Yogendra Chandel, an aspiring politician and entrepreneur,
says the Bundelkhand region
farespoorlyonhealthandeducation parameters. “There are no
hospitals here, the sick and the

n

In one of the in Bundelkhand villages of 800 households, water
comes from a single well.
MUJEEB FARUQUI/HT FILE

injured have to be rushed to
Chhatarpur, an hour’s drive. If
the hospital there can’t handle
those cases, people have to drive
8 hours to Bhopal. In most cases,
patients die en route,” he says.
LACK OF DEVELOPMENT
WhiletheBharatiyaJanataParty
government at the Centre takes
creditforintroducingsocialsecurity schemes and introducing
direct benefit transfers; in rural
areas of Khajuraho, Sagar, Tikamgarhlackofdevelopmentpervades. In these constituencies,
water scarcity is as alarming as
red-tapethat’sseenasahurdlein
the implementation of government schemes.
Villagers here allege that
“authorities” seek bribe for the
deliveryofschemesincludingthe
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna, a

flagship housing scheme.
“TheBPL[belowpovertyline]
families in rural areas get ₹1.50
lakh for the construction of a
house,₹15,000forlabourcharges
and₹12,000fortheconstructionof
toilets.Butnooneherehasgotthe
labourcharges.Whenweask,the
Pradhan [village chief] says it’s
not been credited. But the fact is
that they make us pay between
₹15-20,000 per family to get the
restofthemoney,”saysavillager
in Chattrauli, asking not to be
named. Most of the houses here
are in various stages of completion,sincethefullamountisyetto
be credited.
HT has seen BPL cards that
were issued to villagers a fortnight ago. All of these are
expired.Thecardsaredated2013,
and are valid only for five years.
“When Iwent tothe bankwith

this, they told me I’m a fool and
sent me off,” said another villager.
While district officials could
not be reached on phone for a
comment, most villagers here
claim they have no access to the
zero balance accounts that were
opened to carry out direct cash
transfer.
“Somevillagersfoundoutthat
new accounts were opened in
their names in cooperative
banks,whichtheyhavenoaccess
to. Money from the zero balance
account is transferred to these,”
says a third villager.
Gopal Singh, a local BJP
leader, claims he wrote to the
PrimeMinister’sOfficeaswellto
Chief Minister’s office in 2017,
sayingthattheMahatmaGandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
wages of some labourers had
been credited to the e-wallet of a
privatetelecomcompanyinstead
of being credited to their regular
bank accounts.
He says an inquiry was conducted,butisnotsureiftheproblem was solved. “Wages up to
₹5,000 should be given in cash
since it is very difficult for poor
workers to keep rushing to the
bank to find out if their wages
have been credited,” he says.
Villagers also complain that
cooking gas connections under
the Ujjwala Yojna did not come
free.InSagar’sBelagram,agroup
of villagersclaim theyhadto pay
a one-time charge of ₹1200 forthe

regulator. As refilling of a cylindercostsanywherebetween₹600
and₹750,gasisusedsparinglyfor
cookingandfirewoodisusedasa
supplement.
In this village of 800 households, water comes from a single
well.Theshortageissoacutethat
the only school in the vicinity
barely functions. “The teachers
cannot fetch water: in the summer, the school barely functions,” the villagers say.
Among the other promises
thatweremadetothesevillagers
rehabilitated in Belagram after
the Bila Dam construction in
Sagar district was tap water,
whichnowremainsapipedream.
NATIONAL VERSUS
LOCAL ISSUES
Another common complaint is
the lack of representation from
the region in “Delhi”.
The BJP’s election campaign
solely rests on nationalism and
theFebruary26airstrikesinPakistan’sBalakot,forcing people to
ask if the local issues will be
addressed at all. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is popular, with
most people keen on a second
termforhim,butthelackofattentiontotheirimmediatedemands
is a cause of worry.
On Sunday, at a rally in Luv
Kush Nagar, attended by BJP’s
Vishnu Dutt Sharma, the sitting
MPandBJPcandidatefromKhajuraho, the mainstay of the
speechwasinternalsecurityand
actionbythearmedforcesinPak-

istan.
“TheRSS[RashtriyaSwayamsevak Sangh] forced the party to
give the ticket to Sharma. What
Bundelkhand needs is a voice
from here. The last time we had
anyone represent us was Uma
Bharti. Therehas beenno leader
from the region other than her,”
saysNeeraj Ratoria,areal estate
agent.
In Tikamgarh,a seatreserved
forSCcandidates,wheretheBJP
has fielded VirendraKumarand
theCongressKiranAhirwar,residents complain thatlocal issues
aremissingfromelectioneering.
“All the BJP leaders are constantly talking about Pakistan.
Modi-ji has done a great job and
he should get another term but
weneedtoknowwhenwewillget
better facilities here. There is no
water for drinking, let alone irrigation,” says Ram Shankar, a
local trader.
In Panna, which falls under
Khajurahoseat,andisknownfor
its diamond mines, it is the Congress that has focused on local
issues.
Former Congress legislator
Shrikant Dubey says the party
wants to address issues of poor
irrigation,lackofmedicalcollege
in the area and migration on
accountof minesshuttingdown.
The BJP has won Khajuraho
since 1989, except in 1999, when
Congress’s Satyavrata Chaturvedi won; Tikamgarh, Damoh
and Sagar are also BJP strongholds.
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ALERT SOUNDED Flight operations and railway services to and from the state suspended
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BHUBANESWAR/KOLKATA:

An
“extremely severe” cyclonic
storm that is likely to make
landfall south of Puri on Friday
has put Odisha on high alert and
prompted authorities in West
Bengal and Andhra Pradesh to
take precautionary measures.
On Thursday, the Odisha government conveyed to the
National Crisis Management
Committee (NCMC), the country’s top body for handling
emergency situations, that
10,000 villages and 52 towns in
nine districts will be affected
due to Cyclone Fani , a home
ministry statement said after a
meeting of the NCMC, which
was headed by cabinet secretary
PK Sinha.
Flight operations from Bhubaneswar will remain suspended
from Thursday midnight and
from Kolkata from Friday
morning, with the cyclone —
packing winds gusting up to 200
kilometres per hour and torrential rains — approaching India’s
eastern coast. Services will be
resumed as soon the conditions
improve. The railways has
already suspended operations of
trains in Odisha, the home ministry statement said.
As the cyclone progresses
into West Bengal, it should
weaken gradually into a severe
cyclonic storm with winds of
90-100 kph and gusts of 115 kph
before entering Bangladesh as a
cyclonic storm on Saturday
evening with winds of 60-70 kph.
A total of 1.1 million people in
Odisha are being moved to safer
areas and the state has advised
the public to remain indoor on
Friday. Around 900 cyclone
shelters have been made ready.
The storm is likely to impact
Odisha’s coastal districts Ganjam, Gajapati, Khurda, Puri,
Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara,
Bhadrak, Jajpur and Balasore.
In West Bengal, it will affect the
districts of East and West Medinipur, South- and North-24 Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly, Jhargram as well as Kolkata.
In Andhra Pradesh, the

RASHID IRANI
AFTER

n

Deol solemnly commits to an uncharacteristically un-scream-y part in the movie.

Direction: Jenny Gage
Actors: Josephine Langford, Hero Fiennes Tiffin
Rating:

Sunny Deol vs The Beards C
n

Fishermen pull a boat to higher ground at a beach in Odisha’s Puri on Thursday. The storm is likely to affect
Ganjam, Gajapati, Khurda, Puri, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Jajpur and Balasore districts. AFP

cyclone is likely to hit Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and Visakhapatnam districts.
The power ministry has made
arrangements to restore supply
in affected areas with least
downtime. The drinking water
and sanitation ministry has
made arrangements to move
additional water supplies in the
affected areas and is keeping in
readiness packaged drinking
water.
The ministry of food processing industries is keeping in
readiness packaged ready-toeat food. The health ministry
has mobilised emergency medical teams, medicines and also
coordinated with the Red Cross
to provide assistance. It has
kept ready 17 public health
response teams and five quick
response medical teams with
emergency drugs.
The department of telecommunication has issued orders to
all operators to allow free SMS
for cyclone-related messages
and inter-operability of mobile
networks by other operators.
The petroleum ministry has
ensured availability of sufficient petroleum and oil in the
affected areas.
The Indian Coast Guard and
the Indian Navy have deployed
ships and helicopters for relief
and rescue operations while the

IN ANDHRA PRADESH,
THE CYCLONE IS LIKELY
TO HIT SRIKAKULAM,
VIZIANAGARAM AND
VISAKHAPATNAM
DISTRICTS
Indian Army and the Indian Air
Force units in the three states
have also been put on standby.
The ministry of shipping has
disengaged all ships at Paradip
Port and has deployed emergency vessels
The railways on Thursday
said around 102 trains have
been cancelled in the last two
days, while three special trains
pressed into service to ferry
stranded passengers from
affected areas.Four trains have
been diverted, it said.
The national transporter said
it will grant full refund to passengers for the cancelled or
diverted trains if tickets are
produced for cancellation
within three days from the
scheduled date of journey. The
railways had announced cancellation of 81 trains on Wednesday. So far, the railways has
announced three tourist special
trains to ferry passengers from
affected areas.
The national transporter has

also instructed that sufficient
amount of cash be made available at major stations for granting refunds to passengers and
meeting other exigencies.
Frontline staff are to be advised
to be extremely polite while
dealing with passengers and
leaving no scope for complaint,
it added. “Emergency control is
to be operated round the clock
with helpline numbers for guiding passengers. No staff are to be
allowed to go on leave for the
next three days,” the railways
said.
In West Bengal capital Kolkata, authorities directed advertisers to take down all hoardings
in the city. Hotel owners in tourist spots along the Bengal coastline such as Digha, Mandarmani, Tajpur and Shankarpur
fear a loss of business. Digha,
West Bengal’s most popular
beach resort, is about 342km
east of Puri, and close to the Odisha border.
“There are about 650 hotels in
the area that attracts average
footfalls of about 0.2 million people every day. Even if you consider them spending ~600 per
head a day, the direct loss of
business is at least ~12 crore a
day,” said Bipradas Chakrabarti, secretary of the Digha
Shankarpur Hoteliers
Association.

RAJA SEN
BLANK
Direction: Behzad Khambata
Actors: Sunny Deol, Karan
Kapadia
Rating:

A

ll the bad guys in this
film have beards.
Sunny Deol does not.
He is a good guy, and therefore shortchanged in the
facial hair department. As
chief of the Anti-Terrorism
Squad, Deol is instead given a
moustache, the kind that
looks scared to sit on his face,
making him look like a swole
Manoj Prabhakar. The reason
the terrorists have beards, of
course, is because they are all
evil fundamentalists. Yep, it’s
that kind of film.
Directed by Behzad Khambata, Blank is about sleeper

cells and terrorists, and more
specifically about a guy with a
bomb planted inside his chest.
This guy, Hanif (Karan
Kapadia), doesn’t remember
who he is, but the bomb is ticking and the film is fraught
with urgency. Or at least it
should have been.
Weighing in at just over 100
minutes, this should have
been a tight film. Instead, it
merely reinforces the illusion
of economical filmmaking: it
is short not because it’s
unspooling at a thrilling
speed but because it has too
little to say, as is evidenced by
the multiple montages of terrorists checking their phones.
We see each terrorist, we see
their phone screen with an
identical message, we see
their identical reactions, and
we see them move into
action.
Still, this could have
been pulpy fun; it held
promise. The hand-tohand combat sequences
are shot grungily, with
extreme close-ups, but
while Blank wants to be a
heavy metal movie, it is
basically the equivalent of
a kid with a noisy amp.
Deol solemnly commits
to an uncharacteristically
un-scream-y part and
keeps things watchable,

though it is a bit odd to see
those legendary, larger-thanlife hands used to pull coloured string from photograph
to photograph across an FBIstyle board of subjects. There
is the sense of a majestic jungle cat forced to play with
yarn.
The mouse in this chase is
debutant Kapadia, who, as
Hanif, must be commended
for starting out with a supporting role. There really isn’t
much to do, but Kapadia is tall
and fights well. The two times
he has to really emote,
though, his voice rises to an
unfortunate Suniel Shetty
register; other than that,
there isn’t much wrong with
him. Maybe the next time he’ll
feature in a film that fires real
bullets.

lose on the heels of
Five Feet Apart,
here’s an even worse
teen romance. After is
based on the bestselling
young-adult novel by Anna
Todd, and is about the
rocky relationship between
two youngsters who don’t
seem right for each other.
Yup, that’s it.
She (Josephine Langford) has just enrolled for
her first semester in college. An earnest student
who wants to major in economics, the virginal protagonist finds herself falling
for a classmate (the quirkily named actor Hero
Fiennes-Tiffin) who
believes that ‘love is just
a transaction’.
There are frequent references to the likes of Jane
Austen, Emily Bronte and F
Scott Fitzgerald, which
helps little because the students themselves spend
most of their time at dorm
parties and little of it even
in the classroom.
It doesn’t help that the
two leads, while good-looking, share only a tepid
chemistry. Worse still is the
wall-to-wall pop soundtrack that drowns out
almost everything else.
First-time feature filmmaker Jenny Gage’s direction is hackneyed at best.
All in all, After is a thoroughly disposable trifle.
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Court drops charges against former cops in Ishrat case PepsiCo withdraws
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: A special Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
court on Thursday discharged
controversial Gujarat police officers DG Vanzara and NK Amin in
the Ishrat Jahan encounter case,
after the state government
refused permission to prosecute
them.
Nineteen-year-old Ishrat
Jahan, a college student from
Mumbra near Mumbai, Javed
Shaikh alias Pranesh Pillai,

Amjadali Akbarali Rana, and
Zeeshan Johar were killed in an
alleged fake encounter by the
police on the outskirts of Ahmedabad on June 15, 2004.
Gujarat police, led by then
anti-terrorist squad chief Vanzara, had claimed that the four
had links with terrorists and had
plotted to kill then Gujarat chief
minister Narendra Modi.
Now retired officers, Vanzara
(IGP) and Amin (SP) had been
charged with conspiracy, illegal
confinement and murder by the
CBI. “The court of special CBI

n

DG Vanzara

judge J K Pandya has observed
that with both central and state
government calling it (incident)
discharge of duty and refused

prosecution sanction under section 197 of Criminal Procedure
Code, the charges against them
have been dropped,” said CBI
counsel R C Kodekar.
“There was no extra-judicial
killing. The officers were only
carrying out their duties. For the
same, the court had discharged
them from the case,” said defence
lawyer V D Gajjar.
The two former policemen had
moved a petition after the government refused to give permission
to prosecute them last month.
Under 197 section of CrPC,

state government’s sanction is
required to prosecute the government officials. The clean chit in
the Ishrat Jahan case came two
years after they were discharged
in Sohrabbudin, Kausar Bi and
Tulsi Prajapati alleged fake
encounter cases, that took place
in 2004 and in 2005. With this, the
two officers are cleared from all
the encounter cases.
Shamima Kauser, Jahan’s
mother, had opposed the discharge pleas on the grounds that
there was no need for the CBI to
seek sanction for prosecution as

the act of “kidnapping and murder” was not part of the discharge
of duty. Shamima had alleged
that her daughter and others
were abducted by Gujarat police
prior to the encounter.
Vanzara was accused of abduction and murder conspiracy. The
CBI had accused Amin of firing 5
rounds from his 9 mm pistol on
the victims.He was arrested on
April 24, 2007, by CID crime in
connection with 2005 Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake encounter case.
Later he was also charge-sheeted
in Ishrat Jahan case.

ED files money laundering
charge sheet against Naik
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Enforcement

Directorate on Thursday filed a
charge sheet against controversial preacher Zakir Naik in a
Mumbai court, saying it has identified proceeds of crime to the
tune of ~193.06 crore that he has
allegedly stashed in various cities in India and abroad including,
the United Kingdom and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
according to an official familiar
with the probe.
Once the court takes cognisance of the charge sheet, the
agency will file an application
under the Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act, 2018 to declare
him as a fugitive economic
offender, said the official asking
not to be named.
This is the first charge sheet
filed against Naik (54) under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), which could provide
a fillip to India’s efforts to get him
extradited from Malaysia where

n

Zakir Naik

he is currently residing.
Another ED official said the
charge sheet will be shared with
the Interpol as a “red notice”
against Naik is currently under
consideration in the international police body.
Naik is under investigation for
allegedly promoting enmity
between different religious communities, giving hate speeches,
money laundering and inciting
Muslim youth to commit terror
acts. Currently residing in
Malaysia, Naik fled from India in
July 2016. “We have identified
proceeds of crime worth ~ 193.06
crore out of which Naik’s properties worth ~50.46 crore so far has
been attached including invest-

ments in mutual funds, Islamic
International School in Chennai,
10 flats, three godowns, two commercial buildings and land in
Pune and Mumbai apart from 10
bank accounts,” said the first official. “Further, Naik has also
made investments in Dubai
wherein he is developing highend bungalows. There are also
properties related to several
dummy companies/entities
linked to Zakir Naik identified in
the UK, which have been identified and attached,” said the second ED officer. The ED’s money
laundering probe is based on an
anti-terror probe by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
against Naik.
The NIA has already filed a
charge sheet against him in 2017
and has sent an extradition
request to Malaysia.
It has been alleged that Naik
used to deliver hate speeches at
events organized by his Islamic
Research Foundation (IRF),
which was banned by the home
ministry last month. He is allegedly involved in a few cases of
religious conversion as well.

cases against potato
farmers in Gujarat

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD: Snacks
and beverages maker PepsiCo
India Holdings Pvt Ltd has
decided to withdraw lawsuits it
had filed against nine Gujarat
farmers for allegedly growing a
potato variety owned by the
company without its permission.
The company had registered
cases of infringement of proprietary rights against four
farmers in April 5 and five in
2018, demanding ₹1 crore from
each in damages. Pepsico, one of
the world’s largest multinational corporations, had to face
widespread backlash from
farmers for bringing the lawsuits. Its legal action had
sparked outrage among farm
activists.
The company had claimed
that the farmers had grown
potatoes of a variety known as

FL2027, which it had developed
and registered as a protected
strain under the Protection of
Plant Varieties and Farmers’
Rights Authority.
The Gujarat government was
involved in talks between
farmer groups and the company
to settle the matter. “After discussions with the government,
the company has agreed to withdraw cases against farmers,”
Pepsico said in a statement
Thursday.
The company had pressed
charges of infringement of its
exclusive rights over the seed
variety, which it uses in Lay’s
crisps, under sections 28 and 64
of The Protection of Plant Variety and Farmers Right Act, 2001.
Farm activists however
claimed that section 39 of the
Act allows Indian farmers to
freely grow, use or sell a proprietary or a protected variety of
seed as long as they don’t sell it
as a “branded” item.

Azhar Masood
CONT INU ED F ROM PAGE 1

The notification issued by the
UN’s 1267 Sanctions Committee
on Wednesday dropped these
references – a face-saving measure for Pakistan apparently at
the behest of China, which lifted
its technical hold for the designation to go ahead.
Pakistan was quick to latch on
to this, with foreign office
spokesman Mohammad Faisal
describing it as a “huge diplomatic win”. A Pakistani statement contended Azhar’s listing
was approved after “politically
motivated” references to the Pulwama attack and the Kashmiri
struggle for self-determination
were removed.
However, US National Secu-

rity Council spokesperson Garrett Marquis clearly linked
Azhar’s listing with terrorism
emanating from Pakistan in a
statement. “Designating Azhar
demonstrates international
commitment to rooting out terrorism in Pakistan and bringing
security and stability to South
Asia,” he said.
Marquis directly linked
Azhar to the Pulwama carnage,
saying the US commended the
1267 Sanctions Committee for
designating “Azhar, the leader of
Jaish-e-Mohammed, a UN-designated terrorist group that was
responsible for the February 14
terrorist attack in Kashmir that
killed over 40 Indian paramilitary forces.”

HARYANA GOVERNMENT
TENDER NOTICE
SR.
NAME OF
NO.
BOARD/CORP./AUTH
1 IRRIGATION & W/R DEPTT
AMBALA
2 IRRIGATION & W/R DEPTT
JAGADHRI
3 IRRIGATION & W/R DEPTT
JIND
4 IRRIGATION & W/R DEPTT
KURUKSHETRA
5 IRRIGATION & W/R DEPTT
BHIWANI

NAME OF WORK/NOTICE/TENDER
INTERNAL CLEARANCE OF AMBALA DRAIN (24000 FEET LENGTH) + 1
OTHER WORK
INTERNAL CLEARANCE OF CHAUTANG NALLAH IN RADAUR W/S SUB
DIVISION, JAGADHRI FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 + 4 OTHER WORKS
JUNGLE CLEARANCE INCLUDING UPROOTING OF TREES, REMOVAL OF
RABISH OF DHATRATH DRAIN RD 0 14825 + 19 OTHER WORKS
DESILTING OF SILT FROM BED AND BERM OF SIRSA BRANCH WITH ALL
LEADS AND LIFTS BETWEEN RD 0 TO 30000 + 3 OTHER WORKS
FIXED MAIN CONTACT FOR KILBURN AT-15, 150 HP STARTER AS PER
SAMPLE (500 NO.) + 10 OTHER WORKS

OPENING DATE
CLOSING DATE
CLOSING DATE
14.05.2019
24.04.2019
08.05.2019
CLOSING DATE
15.05.2019
01.05.2019
08.05.2019
CLOSING DATE
24.05.2019

AMOUNT/EMD (APPROX.)
in Rupees
19.50 LACS

WEBSITE OF THE
DEPARTMENT
etenders.hry.nic.in

EMD 86320

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

64.28 LACS

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

20.66 LACS

www.etenders.hry.nic.in

3.85 LACS

www.hid.gov.in

NODAL OFFICER
0171-2973270
xensylambala@gmail.com
01732-237837
xenwsjgd@gmail.com
xenwsjd@gmail.com
01744-239164
xenwsdivnkkra@gmail.com
01664-242515
xenmechbhiwani@gmail.com

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
76227
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Press Release

“Pension Adalat”
Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (Hqrs.), West Block-8,
Wing No. 6, 2nd Floor, R.K. Puram,
New Delhi-110066 is going to hold
a Pension Adalat on 08.05.2019.
This is for kind information of all
the pensioners/family pensioners
of this Directorate (Hqrs.), and
to submit their grievances, if any,
in writing to Shri Manish Kumar
Yadav, Deputy Director (Admin.),
DGGI Hqrs., New Delhi on or
before 08.05.2019.

INDIA GOVERNMENT MINT, MUMBAI
ISO 9001:2008, ISO 14001:2004 & NABL/ISO 17025:2005 Certiﬁed Unit
A Unit of Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Limited
CIN : U22213DL2006GOI144763
Mini -Ratna Category - I CPSE (Wholly owned by Govt. of India)
Shahid Bhagat Singh Road, Fort, Mumbai-400 001
Tel: 022 -22703184/85 Fax: 022 – 22661450
Email: purchase.igmm@spmcil.com
Web: igmmumbai.spmcil.com

NOTICE INVITING NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
India Government Mint Mumbai invites sealed tenders from eligible and qualiﬁed tenderers for the following :
Sr. Tender No. /
No.
date

Brief description of
goods/services

Earnest Money Deposit
(EMD)

Due date & time
for opening of tender

1.

6000013027/
03.05.2019

Replacement of AC System

Rs. 2,80,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs 04.06.2019 at 3.00 pm
Eighty Thousand only)
Please refer Section I Clause 4 for
exemption of EMD.

1.

6000013024/
03.05.2019

Auto Mains Failure DG Set

Rs. 19,000/-(Rupees Nineteen
Thousand only)
Please refer Section I Clause 4 for
exemption of EMD.

GOVERNMENT OF HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT NATIONAL HIGHWAY PROJECTS

07.06.2019 at 3.00 pm

For further details, please visit our website igmmumbai.spmcil.com. efnvoer DevegJeeo nceejer JesyemeeFì
igmmumbai.spmcil.com Hej GHeueyOe nw~ Corrigendum, if any, will be published in our website only.
Sd/- Chief Manager (Material), For General Manager

e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
NATIONAL COMPETETIVE BIDDING
1.

The Superintending Engineer, NH Circle HPPWD Shimla- 171004 re-invites bids for construction of works detailed in the table on behalf of Governor of
Himachal Pradesh. The bidders may submit bids for following works

Sr.
Name of Work
Name of
Value of work
No.
Division
(Rs)
1
2
3
4
1 Nahan-Banethi-Sarahan-Kumarhatti road Km. 0/0 to 78/0 NH-907 A in NH Division Rs. 3,24,84,022/the State of H.P. (SH: - Providing Periodic Renewal in Km. 20/00 to
HPPWD Nahan
only
30/00).
2 Nahan-Banethi-Sarahan-Kumarhatti road Km. 0/0 to 78/0 NH-907 A in NH Division Rs. 3,26,32,716/HPPWD Nahan
only
the State of H.P. (SH: - Providing Periodic Renewal in Km. 30/00 to
40/00).
3 Providing Periodic Renewal on NH-07 from Km. 46/00 to 52/00 in the NH Division Rs. 2,09,98,446/HPPWD Nahan
only
state of H.P. i.e. Kala Amb-Paonta Sahib-Dehradun road.
2.

Rs. 6,53,000/only

Rs. 12,000/only

Six Months

Rs. 4,20,000/only

Rs. 12,000/only

Six Months

The period of availability of online bid/date and time of pre-bid meeting/date and time of online bid submission and date and time of opening of bid are
given below:-

Availability of tender on-line for bidders
From
26.04.2019 1100 Hrs.
3.

Bid Security
Cost of
Period of
documents (Rs) completion
(Rs)
5
6
7
Rs. 6,50,000/- Rs. 12,000/- Six Months
only
only

To
16.05.2019 1130 Hrs.

Date and time of pre- Start and end date and time for online
bid meeting
submission of bid
02.05.2019 1100 Hrs.

02.05.2019, 1130 Hrs.
16.05.2019, 1130 Hrs.

Date and time of opening of bids
Technical bid
17.05.2019
1200 Hrs.

Financial bid

Bidding documents can be downloaded from the web site http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app.
The documents downloaded from the web site should not be tempered, and if any such tempering is detected before or after the opening of bids, the
bidder shall be penalized and black listed. Other terms and conditions shall remain same as given in the bid document which can be seen on the web site.
Superintending Engineer, NH Circle, HPPWD, Shimla-4.
Ph. No. 0177-2814801, 2657551, e-mail Id: senh-sml-hp@nic.in

0065

htclassifieds
EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

I, JAGBIR Kaur alias Jagir Kaur W/o

IN THE COURT OF MS. GARIMA
GUPTA CIVIL JUDGE (JUNIOR
DIVISION) KHARAR
CNR No. PBSAA-0000-909-2018
Swaran Singh S/o Roop Singh S/o
Masta Singh R/o Village Barodi,
Sub Tehsil Majri, Tehsil Kharar, Distt
Mohali. Versus
Teja Singh S/o Masta Singh R/o
Village Barodi, Tehsil Kharar, Distt
SAS Nagar, Mohali and Others.
Notice To:- Defendant No.:- 2)
Tarlochan Singh, 8) Rajinder Singh
S/o Bawa Singh 9) Lakhpreet Singh
S/o Netar Singh 14) Netar Singh S/o
Jarnail Singh All R/o Village Barodi
Tehsil Kharar, Distt SAS Nagar,
Mohali.
Next Date, Purpose of Case, Orders
and Judgements and Well as Other
Case Information is Available on
http://ecourts.gov.in
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/ respondent(s) could
not be served. It is ordered that
defendant(s)/ respondent(s) should
appear in person or through
Counsel on 31.05.2019 at 10 A.M.
For Details Logon to https://
highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=district
_ notice&district=mohali
Dated, this day of 02.05.2019
Sd/-, Civil Judge
(Junior Division), Kharar.

Gawinder Singh R/o H.No. 54-B,
Dhula Giri Complex, The Mall Road,
Ludhiana-141001, have changed my
name to Jagbir Kaur Bagga.

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, HARSHDEEP Kaur W/o
Harvinder Singh Bhatia, Mohalla
Malarian Lal Bazar Malerkotla,
Sangrur, changed my name to
Harshdeep Kaur Bhatia.

I SS-50462H Lieutenant Sunia D/o
Jagdev Singh Chib of unit 119, Asit
Engr Regt.C/o 56 APO wants to
declare that I want to change my
name from Sunia to Sania in my
Documents. Objection if any may be
conveyed to my Unit within 7 days.

I, RAJBIR S/o Sh. Phool Singh R/o
Village Bhaini Surjan, Distt. Rohtak,
Haryana have changed my name
from Rajbir to Rajbir Singh.

I, MOHAN Singh S/o Saran Dass R/o
Vill: Sibochak (Hoshiarpur) Pb, India,
changed my minor daughter's name
from Sapna to Sapna Kaur.

I, PARVINDER Kaur W/o
Jaswinder Singh, V. Noorpur, PO
Nukerian, Fazilka, have changed
name Parwinder Kaur.

I AMBIKA Anand wife of Sh.
Sudhakar Kohli Resident of H.No.
2220, Sector 21-C Chandigarh have
changed my name to Vinny Kohli.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

hindustantimes

§

e sta b l i s h e d i n 1 9 24

HINDUSTAN TIMES, C H AN D I G AR H
F R I DAY, MAY 0 3 , 2 0 1 9

comment

§

12

socialcurrents

Kargil’s lessons
remain relevant

2019 polls: Noida versus Lodhi road

India relies more on Pakistan’s
blunders than its own prowess

This poll is about who will dominate power in the
future and whose idea of India will reign supreme

I

t was on this day — May 3 — 20 years ago that some local
shepherds in the Kargil area of Jammu and Kashmir
detected Pakistani infiltrators. Thus started the Kargil
War, a rare instance of a conventional conflict between
two nuclear-armed neighbours. Three major lessons can

be drawn from the war, and all remain
relevant today.

ourtake

First, the origin of the war tells us
something about the motives of the Pakistani army. In order to
understand the Kargil War, it is essential to study the 1965 IndiaPakistan War. It was through Operation Gibraltar that Pakistan
aimed to wrest back the control of Kashmir in 1965. The plan
failed badly, as the Pakistani generals were taken aback by
India’s decision to open another front in Punjab. In 1999, Pakistani nukes were supposed to solve this problem. Pakistani strategists thought that if their army somehow captured territory in
Kashmir, nuclear weapons could be used to preserve the new
realities on the ground. However, New Delhi did well to use the
air force and evacuate the captured territory. Second, apart from
nuclear capability, Pakistan was banking on international sup-

ABHINAV PRAKASH SINGH

T

he battle for 2019 is in full swing
but there is an even bigger war
being fought for over a decade
nowwhichwillhaveamoredecisive say on the future of India.
Since Independence, the destiny
ofIndia hasbeendominatedbyasmallgroup
of urbanupper-casteNehruvianelitesruling
in alliance with local feudal elites who were
responsible for ensuring election victories.
Thesocialstructureofpowerwassimple:The
urban elites would dominate the academia,
bureaucracy,institutionsandpolicymaking,
and local feudal elites would be left alone
except to undertake some token pro-people
actionsliketenancyreforms whichwouldbe
passedoffaslandreforms.Thepooranddestitute could hardly exercise their votes freely.
Theyvotedastheyweretoldtobythefeudals
of the dominant castes or were denied the
vote.Boothcapturing andpreventing people
from reaching the polling venues were common events.
The major reason why the Nehruvians
ruled unchallenged for years and a specific
IdeaofIndiareignedsupremewasthispolitics
ofunfreedomatthegrassrootsnotwithstanding all talk of social justice and democracy in
theseminar hallsandparty manifestos.This
was challenged vigorously from the 1980s by
theDalitandOBCs’(otherbackwardclasses)

assertionwhichchangedthedynamicsofthe
electoralbattleandreducedthespaceavailable to the traditional elites in the direct exerciseofthepower.Buteventheycouldn’tchallengethehegemonyoftheNehruvianconsensus as the terms of reference remained the
same old Idea of India which is a secular-socialist, Gandhian dystopia. Even theBharatiyaJanataParty(BJP)remainedstuckwithin
this framework.
But something else was churning on the
ground.Theeconomicreformscreatedanew
class of people who were not part of the old
elite. Theywerenotlanded elitesin thecountrysideorpartofthebureaucraticstructures
orderivedtheirpowerandwealthfromproximity to the corridors of power in Lutyens’
Delhi.Theyweresimplemiddleandneo-middle class folk from small towns armed with
modern education for whom the avenues of
socioeconomic mobility were suddenly
openedupbythegrowingprivatesector.Over
thepasttwodecades,millionsofthemmoved
from mofussil towns and regional capitals to
the burgeoning metropolises of Delhi, MumbaiandBengaluru.Theycouldhopeforabetter lifestyle and opportunities without being
part of the old system.
Thesenewurbandenizenswerenotpartof
theglobetrottingoldurbanelites.Theydidnot
haveforeigndegreesor relativessettledinthe

n

for the bad policies which kept India a poor
and backward country. For them, the nation
and nationalism were not abstract concepts
norwastheirreligionorcultureanacademic
objecttobedeconstructedusingpsychoanalysisandtwistedbeyondrecognition.Theyhad
had enough of being talked down to by the
high priests of the Nehruvian consensus on
the virtues of secularism and socialism.
Rebellion was in the air but the old elites,
nestedcomfortablyinLodhiRoad,hadnoidea
about its existence. And then came social
media.Facebook,WhatsappandTwittercompletely changed how public discourse was
conducted.Nolongercouldjournalists,news
anchorsorevenacademics,passontheirversions as indisputable facts. They were challenged by your average officegoer or by college students. One by one, all the myth-makingoftheNehruvianconsensuswasshredded
by the millions who now had a voice and an
audience.ItistheywhorootedforthenewBJP
underNarendraModiin2014andsweptaside
theoldmainstreammedia.Itistheywhohave
beenmarkedasthenewevilbytheoldelitesas
bhaktswhomustbedemonisedandpurged.It
isthiswarofthenarrativesthatunderpinsthe
2019 elections. It is about who will dominate
theavenuesofpowerinthefutureandwhose
Idea of India will reign supreme. It is a war
between the old urban power centre and the
new upcoming challengers. It is a war
between Noida and the Lodhi Road.
Abhinav Prakash Singh is an assistant professor at
SRCC, Delhi University
The views expressed are personal

The new urban denizens held the old elites
responsible for the policies which kept
SAMEER SEHGAL/HINDUSTAN TIMES
India poor

West. They were rooted in their customs and
traditions and their drawing room talks centrednotonUSpoliticsbutlocalconcernsback
intheirhomedistricts.Theyweretobefound
intherapidlygrowingnewurbanlandscapes
ofNoidaandGurugram.Theirdream,andthe
dreamtheyinspiredback home,was to buya
flatinthesatellitetownsofmetropolises—not
tomovetoLondonortheUS.Andtheydidnot
agree with the Nehruvian Idea of India
imposedfromthetopthroughnewsroomsand
academicpropaganda.Theylookedattheold
eliteswithdisdainandheldthemresponsible

port. It believed that the threat of a nuclear war would loop in the

The larger problem in the
interim order on TikTok

US into some sort of a mediation role in Kashmir. Their biggest
shock came when US President, Bill Clinton, overturning decades of Pakistan-bias in Washington’s South Asia policy, made
it clear that the Pakistani forces must withdraw to their side of
the Line of Control (LoC) without conditions. In one stroke, the

It adds to the increasing number of times the judiciary
has passed censorship orders that have no basis in law

LoC received global legitimacy as the de facto boder. Adding to
Pakistan’s injuries, China, too, decided to play neutral between
New Delhi and Islamabad.
Not all the message was good for India. The 1999 war revealed

GURSHABAD
GROVER

big holes in India’s war preparation. From the intelligence failure in detecting infiltration to lack of modern equipment and
clothing, India was found wanting on many fronts. Many of these
problems continue to fester; some have even turned worse. With
a growing budget for salaries and pensions, the pie for capital
expenditure has shrunk as a share of GDP. Twenty years after
Kargil, India still depends more on Pakistan’s blunders than on

§

its own preparedness.

Wemustquestionthe
CAS rulingonSemenya
Femaleathletesshouldnotbegivenalimit
onwhattheirbodiesproducenaturally

O

n Thursday, the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
ruling over South African athlete, Caster Semenya,
made for poignant reading. In a media release — the
165-page verdict is confidential — CAS agreed and dis-

agreed with the 28-year-old current world champion in 800
metres. Although CAS agreed that regulations for female classification with respect to athletes with differences in sex development, laid down by the International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF), are discriminatory, it rejected her plea challenging them. CAS encouraged IAAF to consider these regulations as a “living document”, ie subject to change.
Science is divided on this — IAAF presented evidence before
CAS to support its eligibility criteria for female athletes. Citing
a study commissioned by it and the World Anti-Doping Agency,
IAAF said that naturally occurring testosterone levels higher
than 5 nmol/L offer an advantage to female athletes in racing
events between 400m to 1 mile. Hence, those with such levels
must take medication to bring them down, to compete. However,
other studies debunk the IAAF’s claims. Which is to say, the limit
of the hormone could well be changed, as it was brought down
from 10nmol/L when Indian athlete Dutee Chand challenged an
earlier iteration of this regulation and won.
Universally, testosterone is reduced to being a male hormone,

n

US attorney general William Barr testifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee.

AFP PHOTO

William Barr’s deflections
point to a larger failure

I

n a span of less than two weeks, the
Madras High Court (HC) imposed and
liftedabanontheTikTokmobileapplication, an increasingly popular video
and social platform. While rescinding the
ban is welcome, the events tell a worrying
taleofhowthecourtscanarbitrarilycensor
onlineexpressionwithlittleaccountability.
OnApril3,theMadrasHCheardapublic
interestlitigationpetitioningfortheTikTok
mobile app to be banned in India because it
was“encouragingpornography”,“degradingculture”,spreading“explicitdisturbing
content” and causing health problems for
teenagers.Itisdifficulttoestablishthetruth
of these claims about user-generated contentontheplatform,butthecourtwasconfident enough to pass wide ranging interim
orders the same day without hearing ByteDance, the company that operates the Tik
Tok app.
The interim order had three directives.
First, the Madras HC ordered the government to prohibit downloading the app. Second,itrestrictedthemediafrombroadcastingvideosmadeusingit.Third,it askedthe
government to respond about whether it
planstoenactlegislationthatwouldprotect
children’s online privacy. While the third
directiveposesanimportantquestiontothe
government, the first two lacked a legal
rationale.Thecourtorderalsoimpliedthat
theavailability of pornographyon theplatformwasproblematic,eventhoughitisnot
illegal to access pornography in India.
Appallingly,theordermakesnomention
at all of the most pertinent legal provision:
Section 79 of the Information Technology
(IT)Actandtherulesissuedunderit,which
formtheliabilityregimeapplicabletointermediaries(onlineservices).Theintermediary liability rules in India generally shield
online platforms from liability for the contentuploadedtotheirplatformaslongasthe
companyoperatingisprimarilyinvolvedin
transmittingthecontent,complieswithgov-

Testifying before the Senate Judiciary Committee over the
Mueller report, he used legalisms that added to the muddle
BLOOMBERGOPINION
Slowly, carefully, relentlessly, attorney general William Barr parried questions from the
Senate Judiciary Committee. It amounted to
a bravura defence of his boss — and an unintended indictment of American politics.
Barr was testifying on Wednesday about
special counsel Robert Mueller’s probe into
Russian meddling in the 2016 election. Confronted with a litany of acts by US President
Donald Trump and his associates, Barr dissembled, deflected, and dwelled on legalisms,
all to muddle what the probe had really
turned up. It was of a piece with Barr’s behaviour throughout the investigation. His public
summaries of Mueller’s report — in a memo
and a subsequent press conference — could
most charitably be described as “not technically false.” He quoted misleading sentence
fragments, took words out of context, obfuscated the legal issues at hand, and mischaracterised the investigation’s key conclusions.
He created the impression that the president
had been cleared of wrongdoing.
Mueller said no such thing. In reality, he
found that the Trump campaign welcomed
Russia’s interference; that the president had
made more than a dozen attempts to obstruct
the probe; that he avoided more serious criminality largely because no one followed his
orders; and that he had repeatedly abused his
power to protect himself and his friends.
Barr’s misdirection served only to blur these
conclusions and protect his boss. It was
canny politics and lamentable public service.
It was also emblematic of a larger failure.
Following Trump’s election, it wasn’t
clear that any public institution had the credibility to establish the truth about Russia’s
attack. A probe by the House Intelligence
Committee imploded in a blaze of partisanship. A Senate inquiry has ambled on for two

years, to little result. Into this void, kooks
and charlatans across the political spectrum
have offered their own theories about “what
really happened” — and a lot of otherwise
reasonable people have listened to them.
A better approach would have been to
appoint an independent panel on the model
of the 9/11 Commission, one that could have
held open hearings, questioned witnesses,
assessed classified information, and published a report establishing the facts.
Instead, this essential task fell — more or
less by default — to the special counsel. It was
an awkward fit. Mueller’s assignment was
limited: to investigate any crimes that may
have been committed in connection with
Russia’s interference. But plainly the public
was expecting something more: an airing of
the evidence, a resolution of the many mysteries surrounding the case, a considered
judgment on the actions of the president and
his associates, criminal and otherwise.
Despite his limited remit, Mueller was
largely able to answer that call. His report
was transparent, fair-minded, thorough, and
scrupulously evidence-based. Taken on its
own, it could have established a baseline set
of facts, put the conspiracies to rest, and
allowed Congress to take action as needed.
Instead, the whole probe — nearly two
years of meticulous investigation — has now
been reduced to yet another gross political
circus, with everyone entitled to their own
versions of reality. As Barr sparred with his
Democratic interlocutors, Republican senators spent Wednesday’s hearing rehearsing
their greatest hits: the Steele dossier, Fusion
GPS, and (lest anyone forget) Hillary Clinton’s emails.
It will get worse. Expect months of subpoena fights, court battles, tendentious hearings, simmering paranoia, scaremongering,
recrimination — the whole partisan maelstrom will continue.

BYTEDANCE TECHNOLOGY
APPEALED TO THE SUPREME
COURT OF INDIA TO RESCIND
THE BAN, ARGUING THAT IT
QUALIFIES AS AN INTERMEDIARY
UNDER THE IT ACT

ernment and court orders, and is not abetting illegal activity. It has ensured that
onlineplatformsarenothyperactivelycensoringexpressiontoavoidliability,andhas
supportedtheproliferationofspeechonline.
Thecourtsdohavesomepowersofonline
censorship under the provision. They
decideonquestionsofwhethercertaincontentviolateslawandthendirectintermediariestodisableaccess tothatcontent.Sucha
legal scenario was not the case before the
MadrasHC.Wecanalsobesurethattheapp
stores run by Apple and Google, on which
TikTokisavailable,werenottheintermediaries under consideration here, since the
interim order makes no mention of them.
Regardless,AppleandGooglewereordered
by the government to remove TikTok from
theirrespectivemobileappstoresforIndia.
ByteDance Technology appealed to the
Supreme Court (SC) of India to rescind the
ban,arguingthattheyqualifyasintermediaries under the IT Act. The SC refrained
from staying the problematic Madras HC
interim order, but decided that the ban on
the app will be lifted by April 24 if the case
wasn’t decided by then. On April 24, sense
finally prevailed when the HC decided to
take the interim directive back.
Admittedly, online platforms can create
certain social problems. TikTok was fined
by the Federal Trade Commission in the
United Sates for collecting information on
itsuserswhowerebelowtheageof13.There
is no debate that the company is legally
boundtofollowtherulesissuedundertheIT
Act, be responsive to legally valid government and court orders, and should strictly
enforce their community guidelines to createasafeenvironmentfortheyoung demographic that forms a part of its user base.
However, a ban is a disproportionate move
thatsendssignalsofregulatoryuncertainty.
Thefailureofthegovernmenttoenactalaw
thatprotectschildren’sprivacyalsocannot
beconsideredalegitimategroundforaban.
Perhaps most importantly, the interim
courtorderaddsyetanotherexampletothe
increasing number of times the judiciary
has responded to petitions by passing censorshipordersthat haveno basisin law.As
constitutional scholar Gautam Bhatia has
pointed out, we are faced with the trend of
“judicialcensorship”whereinthejudiciary
isexercising power withoutaccountability
inwaysnotenvisionedbytheConstitution.
Rather than critically examining the
infringement of liberties by the political
executive, the Indian courts are becoming
an additional threat to the right to freedom
of expression, which we must be increasingly wary of.
Gurshabad Grover is senior policy officer,
the Centre for Internet and Society
The views expressed are personal

though it occurs naturally in other sexes. Clearly, testosterone
is more than a hormone; it is a symbol: An intractable-ness that
Vishakha

can be adduced to masculinity. It’s why we would call persons
with differences in sex development “atypical”, because for us,
such a thing as “typical” exists. And, to be male, to have testosterone, and the maleness that derives from it, is “typical”. It is
also why the female-ness of athletes is judged on the basis of how
much testosterone they produce. A really tall basketball player
(a hormonal thing) is an asset; why should a female athlete be
given a limit for something that her body is naturally producing?

innervoice

YOU ARE MEANT TO
LIVE A LIFE THAT YOU
LOVE AND ARE PROUD OF

On a cold night, when the leaves fluttered
outside, Death visited a man. With horrific
red eyes and a hoarse voice, it told the man
that the time had come for it to take his life
away from him.
Without any objection whatsoever, the
man agreed. As he prepared for his life to be
taken away, Death turned away from him
and began to leave, alone.
The man asked, “Wait! Aren’t you going
to take my life with you?” The reply he got in

return shook him to the core.
Death replied,” How can I take something
from you which you don’t have? You were
not even a bit resistant when I asked you for
your life, which shows that you have no love
for your Life. You died a long time ago.”
How often are we grateful for the life that
we have been offered? How often do we
count our blessings and enjoy the wonder
that our life is?
Amidst fears, insecurities, worries,
ambitions, we forget to live, depriving our
lives of the value that it is worthy of. By

being too hard on ourselves and having skyhigh demands and expectations, we murder
ourselves every day.
Live a life that you are proud of and that
you love.
More importantly, live everyday and
have something to offer to Death as and
when it comes.
Inner Voice comprises contributions
from our readers
The views expressed are personal
n
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Howdoesvoterturnout
impactelectionresults?
ANALYSIS Turnout usually depends on party organisation and how motivated voters feel

Does voter turnout matter?

A higher voter turnout increased the BJP’s likelihood of winning in 2014 elections.
This doesn’t necessarily mean these wins were due to support from 1st time voters
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Trivedi Centre for Political Data
(TCPD) at Ashoka University,
we looked at the turnout changes
in three national elections, as
compared to the previous election — 1999 (vs. 1998), 2004 (vs.
1999) and 2014 (vs. 2009) — and
the impact of this on the probability of the BJP winning. (Unfortunately, turnouts in 2004 and
2009 can’t be compared due to a
change in constituency boundaries).
The three elections that are
analyzed show a lot of variation.
In 1999, the BJP was the incumbent and won; in 2004, it was the
incumbent and lost; and in 2014,
it was the challenger and won
easily. This great variation
allows one to test general propositions about how turnout
change usually affects the chances of the incumbent getting
re-elected.
The top 3 panels of the figure
plot the probability of BJP winning, i.e., its strike rate, against
the turnout change in at the constituency level in 1999, 2004, and
2014 using a statistical method
known as binary logistic regression.
It is often argued that turnout
changes are capturing the
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of turnout numbers, one needs a
“theory of turnout” — an understanding of why a voter may
decide to go to the polling booth
or to stay at home. In simplest
terms, a voter is willing to go to
the polls if the relative benefit of
turning up to vote outweighs the
relative costs of doing.
The relative cost of turning
out is affected primarily by party
organizations. Good party organizations have polling booth
workers who go to the homes of
supporters and assist them in
coming to vote, working around
employment and housework.
Party operatives can also use
threats — of negative consequences for supporters who do
not turn out or non-supporters
who do — to affect the relative
cost of turning up to vote. One
should expect an incumbent
party like the BJP that has
strengthened its grip on political
financing and developed an
effective media strategy to particularly reap the reward of
increased turnout among supporters.
The relative benefit of turnout
can be affected by the strength of
duty a citizen feels to vote or the
relative “attachment” a voter
feels to a candidate or a party, as
compared to other options on the
ballot. For instance, voters
might be more willing to come
out and vote for the BJP due to
the charisma of Narendra Modi
— but that charisma hasn’t
really changed between 2014 and
2019. Alternatively, voters may
come to polls because they are
upset with the recent performanceofgovernment — e.g., dueto
demonetization or rural distress
— and thus see a clearer benefit
in voting the BJP out of power.
One should then expect regional
parties and the Congress to benefit from “anti-incumbency” of
the BJP. These theories, then,
predict different relationships
between voter turnout. The
party organization approach
suggests that the greater the
turnout change in the constituency, the greater the electoral
chances for the BJP. The voter
accountability approach suggests the opposite — the greater
the turnout change in the constituency, the worse it is for
BJP’s electoral prospects.
Using data provided by the
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NEWDELHI: In order to make sense
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energy of youngvoters. However
this mightnotbe the casealways.
Increase in young voters is a bigger function of the new voters
which are added to the electoral
roll between two elections, as a
higher turnout could be a result
of just more older voters coming
to vote.
The bottom 3 panels consider
the relationship between change
in the number of voters at the
constituency level compared to
the previous election and the
BJP’s strike rate in 1999, 2004,
and 2014. There is a discernible
negative relationship between
turnout change and the probability of the BJP winning in 1999
and 2004, when the BJP was the
incumbent. And there is noticeable positive relationship
between turnout change and
BJP’s strike rate in 2014, when
the BJP was the opposition.
Thus, turnout change is associated with anti-incumbency in all
3 elections (and the association is
strong enough that academics
would classify it as a “statistically significant relationship” in
each election). The general
trend, thus, provides evidence
for the voter accountability
approach. By contrast, no dis-
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SURAT: AcourtinSuratThursday

Neelanjan Sircar
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cernible relationship is
observed, with the exception of
2004, for new voters and the
BJP’s strike rate (even in 2014).
This may seem surprising to
election analysts, as most surveys showed young voters as
more supportive of the BJP in
2014.
But it is important to note that
young voters do not turn out as
much, canceling out their effects
on the election outcome. For
instance, in 2014 there is a negative relationship between the
percentage of new voters and the
turnout change.
But will this election follow
the trends of the past? The BJP
has built a formidable party
machine that is effective at mobilizing voters; perhaps it can
reverse the usual trend. On the
other hand, many voters express
frustration at the economic performance of the government
over the past 5 years. It is again a
battle between party organization and voter accountability. In
a few weeks, we’ll know what
wins out.
(Neelanjan Sircar is an Assistant Professor, Ashoka University, and Visiting
Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy
Research)

issuedsummonstoRahulGandhi
inresponsetoacriminaldefamation suit filed by a Gujarat MLA
over the Congress president’s
“howcomeallthieveshaveModi
as common surname” remark.
Chief judicial magistrate of
Surat, B H Kapadia, issued summonstoGandhi,directinghimto
be present before the court on
June 7.
ThecomplaintagainstGandhi
was filed by BJP legislator Purnesh Modi on April 16 under IPC
sections499and500thatdealwith
defamation.
In his complaint, the MLA
fromSurat-Westseatclaimedthe
Congress president was defaming the entire Modi community
bysayingall“Modisarethieves”.
Hewasreferringtoanelection
rally at Kolar in Karnataka on
April 13, where Gandhi asked,
“Nirav Modi, Lalit Modi, Narendra Modi...how come they all
haveModi as common surname.
How come all the thieves have
Modi as the common surname?”
Talking to reporters after filing
his defamation suit last month,
Purnesh Modi had claimed that
Gandhi’s remark has defamed
the entire Modi community.
“There are a large number of
peoplewithModisurname.Does
it mean all members of the Modi
community are thieves? He has
defamedthecommunityandalso
measIcarrythesurname.Thisis
why we have moved a complaint
(against Gandhi) in a Surat
court,” the MLA had said.
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Mirdha legacy at stake in
Jat stronghold of Nagaur

Press Trust of India
n

nation

vinod sharMa
political editor

Located over a hundred kilometres off Jodhpur towards Bikaner, Nagaur is to the Jats of
Rajasthan what Bihar’s Madhepura is to the Yadavs. Since India
became a Republic, the constituency has been the karma bhoomi
of the community’s tallest leaders, Nathu Ram and Ram Niwas
Mirdha.
The combative social group’s
third weighty chieftain, Paras
Ram Maderna, used to be elected
from Osian in the nearby Pali
Lok Sabha constituency. Divya
Maderna, daughter of his son
Mahipal, who is incarcerated in
a murder case, was elected last
year from his grandfather’s seat
to the state legislature.
The story is the same in
Nagaur. There, Nathu Ram’s
granddaughter, Jyoti Mirdha, is
up against Hanuman Beniwal,
whose fledgling Rashtriya Loktantrik Party (RLP) has a poll
pact with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). Known for his
rough-and-ready ways, the RLP
leader has pan-Rajasthan aspirations beyond his talent. The
Jats constitute 9% of the state’s
electorate. Stepping into the
shoes of the Mirdhas in Nagaur
would beone big political leap for
Beniwal.
A victory against Jyoti will
give him the political heft he
needs to fill the space vacated by
the Mirdhas. The irony is that
Beniwal’s father, Ramdev,began

AT 5.25 LAKH, THE JATS
ARE THE SINGLE
LARGEST VOTE BANK IN
NAGAUR. THE MUSLIMS
AND SCHEDULED
CASTES NUMBER OVER
THREE LAKH, RAJPUTS
1.5 LAKH AND THE
BRAHMINS 1.25 LAKH
his legislative career as an
understudy of Nathu Ram.
But in politics, there aren’t
any permanent friends or enemies. The Jats are in search of a
leader; Beniwal thinks he has it
in him.
Opinion is divided in Nagaur
on Beniwal, and how he portrays
himself. His “Hanuman Sena”,
made up of boisterous, unemployed young men, is at once an
asset and a liability. The plebeian storm-troopers at his beck
and call make him unacceptable
to peers who grew up watching
the much-venerated Mirdhas.
If Nathu Ram, a formidable
farm activist in his early years,
served as a central minister and
the chairman of the
National Agriculture Prices
Commission, Ram Niwas, a polished parliamentarian that he
was, rose to become the deputy
chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
Regardless of his rakish persona, Beniwal, a sitting MLA
from Khemsar, is popular for his
accessibility, and his ability to
help his constituents. It’s there
that Jyoti, who was MP from
2009-14, comes a cropper. She
lacks Hanuman’s ground-con-

nect; her ‘sanjivini (elixir)’ is the
Mirdha family’s goodwill in the
area.
At 5.25 lakh, the Jats are the
single largest vote bank in
Nagaur.The Muslimsandscheduled castes number over three
lakh, Rajputs 1.5 lakh and the
Brahmins 1.25 lakh. “The volume of Jat votes the BJP’s GajendraSingh Shekhawatreceivedin
Jodhpur will influence the level
of Rajput support for Beniwal in
Nagaur,” said Prashant Aboti of
Dainik Bhaskar.
Given the very palpable apathy for Beniwal among sections
of Rajputs, it might be problematic for Shekhawat to deliver his
part of the bargain with the RLP.
“The Rajputs hold Beniwal in
low esteem, given the ugly faceoffs he has had with them,” said
Mahendra Pratap, son-in-law of
Nathu Ram’s younger brother.
On that feedback, he foresaw a
sizeable Rajput support for Jyoti.
In an analysis based on the
2018 results in Nagaur’s eight
assembly segments, a retired
mathematics teacher, Mehram
Chaudhary, gave Jyoti a lead of
80,000-1,00,000. The caveat to the
prediction was Beniwal’s ability
to activate the hitherto dormant
BJP-RSS cadres who don’t have
a direct stake in the seat contested by the RLP.
But Aboti, the journalist, felt
Nagaur’s 1.5-lakh first-time voters could upset all calculations if
they rise above social identities
to vote in consonance with their
pro-Modi, pro-Beniwal sloganeering. Jyoti’s counter to that
can only come from prospective
Rajput support —and a bigger
share of the Jats vote.

Trans candidates vow to clean corruption
Anupam Srivastava, Rajesh
Srivastava, Abdul Jadid
n
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LUCKNOW/PRAYAGRAJ/GORAKHPUR:

Thoughtwotransgenderpersons
arestanding forongoinggeneral
elections, from Kushinagar and
Allahabad (renamed Prayagraj)
constituencies, Lucknow residentandtranswomanPayalKinnar (41), who runs a gym in her
colony,feelsthatthecommunity
needs more than candidates
standingforelections.Itrequires
favourable political will.
Contesting Allahabad parliamentary seat is Bhawani Nath
Valmiki or Bhawani Maa, who
willtakeonRitaBahugunaJoshi
oftheBharatiyaJanataPartyand
RajendraPratapSinghofSamaj-

›

There has been no
campaign by the
district administration to
reach out to us. We remain
an isolated fraternity.
PAYAL KINNAR , A transwoman

wadiParty-BahujanSamajParty
alliance, on May 12, as the Aam
AdmiParty’scandidate.InKushinagar,GuddiKinnarwillcontest
asanindependentagainstformer
Union minister from Congress
RPN Singh and Vijay Dubey of
the BJP. The seat goes to polls on
May 19.
“The community (faces
immense) social stigma, strug-

gling to get even basic facilities
likemedicaltreatmentandbenefitofgovernmentschemes.”“[We
are] a miniscule minority,” she
said,whichmaybeoneofthereasonsforthedisinterestshownby
politicians, towards them.
Uttar Pradesh has 8,374 registered transgender voters. In the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, the
total number of “third gender”
votersis41,292,ariseofabout45%
fromthefiguresof2014,whenthe
Election Commission first
started the category.
“There has been no campaign
by the district administration to
reachouttous.Weremainanisolated fraternity,” Payal said.
Joint chief electoral officer
Alka Varma said, “It is not true
thatwearenotdoinganythingto

create awareness among transgenders. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has roped in
transgendermodelBishesh Huirem to generate awareness. Huirem is the one who represented
India at the Miss International
Queen in Thailand in 2016.”
“Meeting people personally
develops a strong bond which I
feelis essentialtounderstandthe
needs of the people and allow
them to assess you,” said Bhawani(46),themahamandaleshwar
of Kinnar Akhada (a monastic
order). In Kushinagar, Guddi
Kinnar(48)isconfidentofhervictoryassheclaimstobecontesting
polls on the development plank.
“There is a lot of poverty in our
region and that is evident from
Musahar community...”

Complainant weighs legal options Maoist behind strike that killed
A L L E G AT I O N S A G A I N S T C J I

Harinder Baweja
n

Harinder.baweja@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI : The former Supreme
Court employee who has levelled charges of sexual harassment against the Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi is weighing
her options and will await the
report of the three-member
panel of judges “for a few days,”
before deciding on her next
move, one of the lawyers associated with her case said.
“She can invoke various remedies under the law. She can file
an FIR with a police station but
that will require the permission
of the President of India. She can
also go to court challenging her
dismissal from service as being
malafide and in violation of natural justice. Another option

available to her is to seek the
quashing of the FIR against
her,’’ said Supreme Court lawyer Prashant Bhushan.
The complainant, who
worked for some time in the
CJI’s home-office, first
approached Bhushan and gave
details of the alleged sexual harassment by the CJI. The entire
sequence of events was then put
down in an affidavit and sent to
22 judges of the apex court on
April 19.
The Court set up a threemember inquiry panel but the
complainant walked out of the
inquiry proceedings on April 30,
saying she had “serious concerns and reservations” about
justice being given to her by the
committee.
“The complainant is dis-

heartened but is likely to pursue
other options,” Bhushan said.
The complainant appeared
before the committee thrice and
wrote a letter to the panel after
each of the appearances. Her
request that the panel’s proceedings be converted into a formal enquiry under the Sexual
Harassment of Women at the
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013
and The Vishaka Guidelines
was not acceded to.
“The Supreme Court had an
opportunity to rise above the
individuals involved and conduct a free and independent
inquiry. It, however, appears
that the committee is equating
the court with the CJI. There
was an opportunity for the court
to regain a great deal of the pres-

tige it has lost over the last few
years,” Bhushan said, adding,
“It is unfortunate that the same
person who accused his predecessor of being a master of the
roster is also doing the same by
constituting a special bench and
participating in its proceedings
with alacrity.”
The three-member panel,
which continued with its hearings ex-parte (minus the complainant), is likely to give its
report in a sealed cover.
“Sealed cover jurisprudence
has allowed arbitrary actions
which are in violation of natural
justice. The complainant will
have to take legal recourse to
address legal wrongs,” Bhushan
said, indicating that complainant’s future course of action is
still open.

Pakistan tried to put off UN meet on
Azhar, but pressure swayed China
Shishir Gupta
n

shishir.gupta@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Amid the behind-the-

scenes manoeuvring that led to
the UN blacklisting of Jaish-eMohammed (JeM) chief Masood
Azhar, Pakistan used China to
pressure Indonesia, the chair of
the 1267 Sanctions Committee, to
put off a key meeting to May 6 so
that the Narendra Modi government couldn’t derive political
mileage from the issue.
According to diplomats based
in New York and New Delhi, the
US led from the front and gave
China the first ultimatum of
making a decision on lifting its
technical hold on Azhar’s listing
by April 23, failing which it
would take the matter to the UN
Security Council.
After much deliberation and

with pressure mounting from
France, the UK and Russia,
China conveyed to its US interlocutors that it was ready for a
meeting of the 1267 Sanctions
Committee on May 1.
On Wednesday, China lifted
theholdithadimposedonMarch
13 and the sanctions committee
listed Pakistan-based Azhar as a
global terrorist. China had used
a similar hold to block three earlier attempts to list Azhar.
The diplomats said that India,
as part of a well-considered strategy, let the US take the lead and
did not even raise the matter
with Chinese officials when foreign secretary Vijay Gokhale
went to Beijing for foreign office
consultations on April 22.
However, at the same time,
India through its senior interlocutors managed to get full support

from Russia on the issue. A new
proposal for Azhar’s listing was
put up before the sanctions committee by France, the US and the
UK on April 27, and the time for
objection expired at 7 am on May
1. According to top Indian diplomats, Pakistan tried to intervene
at the last moment by asking
China to get Indonesia to delay
the meeting of the sanctions
committee to May 6. Some Chinese diplomats in New York and
Delhi tried to assess the political
impact if the listing was delayed
to May 15.
But Indonesia made it amply
clear to China that the US and
the three other permanent members of the UN Security Council
were in no mood to oblige Pakistan and delay the meeting, the
diplomats said.
It is learnt that once China

decided to lift its hold on Azhar’s
listing, it told Pakistan to prepare a narrative that the action
was part of the country’s
National Action Plan against terrorism, while not giving up on
the core issue of Kashmir.
It is in this context that Pakistan’s Foreign Office briefed the
media on its perspective just
before Azhar was declared a
global terrorist. “A narrative
was sought to be created that
India had to compromise on the
Pulwama attack and the Kashmir linkage to get the listing
through, but the fact remains
that New Delhi has been after
Azhar since 2009, with the Narendra Modi government assiduously following up the issue in
2016 and 2017 after the Pathankot
airbase attack,” said a senior
official.

Chhattisgarh MLA shot dead

Probe ordered into
Gadchiroli attack

Ritesh Mishra
n

Ritesh.Mishra@hindustantimes.com

RAIPUR: A Maoist commander

who plotted the Dantewada
attack in Chattisgarh that killed
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
legislator Bhima Mandavi and
four policemen last month was
shot dead in an encounter with
securityforcesonThursday,the
police said.
The killing of commander
Madvi Muiya came a day after
members of the Communist
Party of India (Maoist), or CPI
(Maoist), detonated an improvisedexplosive device(IED) that
blew up a vehicle carrying commandosoftheC-60securityforce
inMaharashtra’sGadchirolidistrict, killing 15 of them and the
driver.
Muiya, 29, was carrying a
reward of Rs 8 lakh on his head
and was active in the Malangir
area whereMandaviandthefour
policementwerekilledonApril9
whentheirvehiclewasblownup,
the police added. The legislator
was killed d in Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar, two days before the
region voted in the first phase of
the 2019 general election. Maoists, known as Naxalites, are
active in Bastar.
Bhima Mandvi’s killing was
oneofastringofattacksstagedby
Maoists since March, when the
Maoistsstartedtheirannualtacticalcounteroffensivecampaign.
The IED blast on Wednesday in
Gadchiroli, too, may have been
partofthecampaignandinreprisal for the deaths of 40 Maoists a
year ago, the police have said.
“Muiya,aresidentofAranpur
in Dantewada, was one of the
executors of the attack in which
the MLA and four policemen
werekilledandwasalsoinvolved
in the killing of a Doordarshan
journalist last year,” said

Pradip Kumar Maitra
n

n

Madvi Muiya

AbhishekPallav,superintendent
of police, Dantewada.
He said a rifle and two magazines ofAK-47 assaultrifleswere
alsorecoveredfromthesiteofthe
encounter.
“Muiya was also the member
of battalion number 1 of CPI
(Maoist) in 2017, headed by MandaviHidma andinvolved inBurkapal attack on April 24, 2017, in
Sukma in which 25 Central
Reserve Police Force personnel
were killed,” said Pallav.
MuiyawasalsooneoftheplannersoftheBhejjiattackinwhich
12CRPFpersonnelwerekilledin
March 2017 in south Sukma.
“In 2014, in the Budgum
encounterinDantewadadistrict,
his brother Dewa Muiya was
killedandafterthistoavengehis
brother’s death he came to Dantewada. Since then, he was
present in every attack in Dantewada,” an officer posted in the
region said on condition of anonymity.
InMarch2018,hewasdetained
by the CRPF in Dantewada but
was released later because the
force couldn’t identify him as a
rebel. “TheCRPFwas not ableto
recognize him andlaterhisidentificationwasmadebyoneofsurrendered Maoists in Dantewada,” said the officer.
“The major organizational
expansionofMaoistsinAranpur
and Kuakonda axis was due to
Muiya,” the SP added.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NAGPUR: Maharashtrachiefminister Devendra Fadnavis on
Thursdayorderedaninquiryinto
possiblelapsesthatmayhaveled
totheMaoistattackinGadchiroli
adayearlier.Fifteensecuritypersonnelandtheirdriverwaskilled
in the attack.
“We have authorised the DGP
[directorgeneralofpoliceSubodh
KumarJaiswal]toprobetheincident and, if lapses are found,
action would be taken accordingly,”saidFadnavis,whoflewto
Gadchirolitotakestockofthesituation on Thursday. The probe
was ordered as family members
of the slain security personnel
saidtheycouldhavebeensavedif
the right protocol had been followed. Swati Kharde, who lost
her husband Sarjerao Kharde in
the attack, wondered why they
were sent in a private vehicle for
asearchandcombingoperations
hours after Maoists torched
about three dozen vehicles near
the attack scene.
Anofficialblamedlackofintelligencefortheattack.“Howcould
they allow the personnel to go in
pursuitoftheMaoistswithoutan
anti-landminevehicle,whichisa
part of the normal procedure?
The Maoists had openly challenged the police force that they
would avenge the killings of 40 of
theircadresinKasnasurlastyear
and had even put up posters and
bannerinthisregardinthearea,”
he said. Police on Thursday
found banners the Gadchiroli
unitoftheMaoistshadreportedly

SWATI KHARDE, WHO
LOST HER HUSBAND IN
THE ATTACK, WONDERED
WHY THEY WERE SENT
IN A PRIVATE VEHICLE
FOR A SEARCH AND
COMBING OPERATION
putupnearthe attackscene. The
banner condemned the killing of
40 Maoists last year and that of
RamcoNarota,aMaoistleader,in
an exchange of fire on April 27.
“Thebannerssaidthatthedevelopment work in this area is not
forthelocals,butforthebenefitof
a handful of rich people,” an officialquotedthebannersassaying.
Officials said a preliminary
probe into the attack pointed
towardstheinvolvementofBasavaraj, who has led the Maoists
after Ganapathy alias Muppala
LakshmanaRaorelinquishedhis
post in November last year.
Maharshtrahomedepartment
officials said the police had been
getting intelligence inputs of a
possible attack. According to a
home department official, securityforcesintheMaoist-hitareas
arefollowingtheguidelines.“The
intelligence inputs were
minutely monitored by the security forces and there were many
such attempts even during the
electioneering. ...it appears that
due care was being taken by the
forces. A sanitisation van was
sentontheroutebeforepassingof
the fateful vehicle,” the official
said on condition of anonymity.
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DISINFORMATION IS LETHAL.

> BILLENE SEYOUM, Ethiopian PM’s press secretary on
the government’s move to draft a disinformation law

Lankaattacks:Churchservices
cancelledafterfreshwarnings
NO SUNDAY MASSES Death toll climbs to 257; Pak minister calls off scheduled visit to Colombo
letters@hindustantimes.com

COLOMBO/ISLAMABAD: Sri Lanka’s
n

Faithfuls hold snakes to place them on the statue of Saint
Domenico during an annual procession in Cocullo, a small
village in Italy’s Abruzzo region.

AFP

shortstories
AUSSIE COUPLE ACCIDENTALLY RECEIVES
DRUG SHIPMENT AFTER DELIVERY MIX-UP
MELBOURNE:An elderly couple in Australia were the surprise recipients of an
illegal drug shipment after signing for a wrongly delivered parcel containing
millions of dollars’ worth of methamphetamine, police said on Thursday. The
Melbourne couple immediately called police when they discovered bags
containing the white powder in the parcel on Wednesday. The package
contained 20kg of methamphetamine with an estimated street value of
US$7 million. Police subsequently searched a house in another part of
Melbourne where they found 20kg more of the drug and arrested a 30-yearAFP
old man.

Israel comes to a halt to
commemorate Holocaust

US, South Korea discuss
denuclearisation of North

JERUSALEM:Israelis stopped their
cars and stood still for two
minutes on Thursday for the
country’s annual commemoration
of the six million Jewish victims of
AFP
the Nazi Holocaust.

SEOUL:The chief nuclear envoys
of South Korea and the US on
Thursday discussed progress on
the denuclearisation of North
ANI
Korea and lasting peace.

Afghan grand council sets
recommendations for talks

UK climate body sets goals:
Less meat, drive electric

KABUL:An Afghan grand council
on Thursday agreed on several
recommendations for peace talks
with the Taliban, including
women’s rights in keeping with
the tenets of Islam.
AP

LONDON:The UK should eliminate
all greenhouse gas emissions by
2050 by rapidly adopting policies
that will change everything from
the way people heat their homes
to what they eat, an independent
AP
committee recommended.

Iran oil tanker breaks down
in Red Sea off Saudi coast

Foreign govt leases at
Trump Tower stir concerns

DUBAI:An Iranian oil tanker,
Happiness I, carrying over a
million barrels of fuel oil suffered
a malfunction in the Red Sea off
the coast of Saudi Arabia, raising
concerns that the vessel could be
AP
leaking.

WASHINGTON:The US state
department is facing flak for
allowing at least seven foreign
governments to rent condominiums in New York’s Trump World
Tower in 2017 without the approval from Congress. REUTERS

Catholic church announced on
Thursdaythatithascancelledall
Sunday masses in churches
acrosstheislandnationuntilfurthernoticeafterwarningofmore
possibleattacks,daysafteritwas
announced that public mass
would resume from May 5.
All public church services
were cancelled after the Easter
Sunday bomb blasts that ripped
throughthreechurchesandhighendhotels.Threemainchurches
which were conducting Easter
Sunday mass were attacked by
suicide bombers.
“His eminence the Malcolm
Cardinal Ranjith has instructed
thatSundaymassesshouldnotbe
heldthisweek,”EdmundThilakaratne, the spokesman for the
Archbishop’s House Reverend
Edmund Thilakaratne, said.
Also,Ranjithreceived“foreign
information” that attempts
would be made this week to
attack a church and another
churchinstitution,accordingtoa
letter he sent on Thursday to
church officials.
Hesaidintheletterthathewas
closing churches and Catholic
schools and cancelling public
congregations for mass “until
further notice”.

Thailand has a new
queen ahead of this
weekend’s coronation of King Maha
Vajiralongkorn, 66,
after he married the
40-year-old deputy
commander of his
personal bodyguard
unit in a surprise
ceremony on
Wednesday. Here
are a few facts
about Queen
Suthida Vajiralongkorn na Ayudhaya

IONAS NICOLAOU

2
3

So far, four bodies have been recovered - two Filipinas (retrieved
from a mine shaft), a Nepalese woman (army firing range) and an
unidentified woman (inside a suitcase at the bottom of a toxic lake)

On April 30, Ranjith said that
public mass in Sri Lanka would
resumesincetheattackincertain
Catholic churches from May 5
andnobagswillbeallowedinside
aspartofthetightsecuritymeasures.
Ranjithhasbeencomplaining
of poor security situation in the
country in the face of threats of
moreattacksbytheterrorgroup.
On Wednesday, Sri Lanka’s
intelligence agency warned the

Nicos Metaxas, a 35-year-old army officer, has confessed to the
Mediterranean island’s chilling serial killings.

She was born on
June 3, 1978 in
Bangkok as
Suthida Tidjai

Flight attendant at Thai
Airways; later joined the
protection unit of then crown
prince Vajiralongkorn

Agence France-Presse
n
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LONDON:A500-year-oldsketchofa

bearded man was on Thursday
revealedtobeoneofonlytwosurviving portraits of Renaissance
artist Leonardo da Vinci made
during his lifetime.
Thedrawing, believedto have
beenmadebyanassistant,ispart
oftheRoyalCollectionandwillbe
displayed in an exhibition at
BuckinghamPalacemarking500
years since Leonardo’s death.
It was a quick sketch on a double-sidedsheetofstudies,mostof
them made by the Florentine
masterhimselfofahorse’sleg,in
anticipation of a monument that
was never completed.
MartinClayton,headofprints
anddrawingsattheRoyalCollection Trust, compared it with the
only other contemporary image
of Leonardo by his pupil, FrancescoMelzi.Bothwereproduced
shortlybeforetheartist’sdeathin
1519,andrevealhiswell-keptand
“luxuriant” beard that was rare
at the time, Clayton said.

letters@hindustantimes.com

Royal Thai Army general and
King's Close Bodyguard
deputy commander before
her marriage

Criticising her
can result in a
jail term for
up to 15 years

recognisedAprilasSikhHeritage
Month with a bill in that connection receiving royal assent this
week, meaning that it has been
enacted.
Theprivatemember’sbillhad
beenmovedbySukhDhaliwal,an
Indian-Canadian MP from British Columbia, in October 2017.
Aftergoingthrough theCanadian parliamentary process, it
was passed by the country’s
House of Commons, before also
going through with unanimous
assent through its upper house,
the Senate, earlier this year.
Dhaliwaldescribedthenationwide recognition as “an important milestone for the Sikh community in Canada”.

He said, “To come to this
moment in Canadian history,
there are 120 years of struggle,
hard work, and success - a story
that needs to be told. I’m proud
that with the passage of the bill,
we will celebrate the contributions of our pioneers and the valuesthatuniteusduringSikhHeritage Month across Canada.”
TheactstatesthatCanadahas
over500,000personsofSikhheritage,makingitthesecond-largest
population of the community in
the world.
It observes that designating
themonthofAprilinthismanner
will provide “an opportunity to
reflect on, celebrate and educate
future generations about the
inspirational role Sikh Canadians have played and continue to
play in communities across the
country”.

UK MP loses seat
for lying about
speeding offence

Pompeo, Lavrov to
meet as Venezuela
crisis intensifies

Prasun Sonwalkar

Associated Press

n

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

n
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ISLAMABAD: Alargedonationmade

Newly identified
Leonardo da
Vinci portrait on
show in London

LONDON/MELBOURNE: Wikileaks
founder Julian Assange on
ThursdayappealedtotheAustralian government to provide him
diplomaticprotectionashebegan
hislegalfightagainstbeingextraditedtotheUSfromtheUKtoface
charges of allegedly leaking
American government secrets.
“I do not wish to surrender
myself to extradition for doing
journalism that has won many,
many awards and protected
many people,” Assange said via
videolinkfromBelmarshprison.
OnWednesday,the47-year-old
Australian was sentenced to 50
weeksinprisonforbreachinghis
British bail.
OutsidetheWestminsterMagistrates’ Court in London, his
lawyer Jennifer Robinson made
a fresh appeal to the Australian
government to intervene in the
case.
“What we would like to see is
action at the higher political levels and diplomatic protection
being exercised over Julian
Assange,” Robinson was quoted
assayingbynewsagencyAustralian Associated Press.
Judge Michael Snow said it
would likely be “many months”
before a full hearing was held on
the substance of the US extradition case. The judge set a procedural hearing for May 30, with a
substantive hearing to follow on
June 12.

Canada marks April as
Sikh Heritage Month
TORONTO: Canada has formally

Imtiaz Ahmad & Agencies

Martin Clayton, head of prints
at Royal Collection Trust, with
a portrait of Leonardo da Vinci
in Windsor, England.
AP

the Sri Lankan capital Colombo
fromMay3tillMay5,butthetour
was cancelled.
A revised schedule for Qureshi’s visit was yet to be released.
Meanwhile, according to
unconfirmed reports, rehabilitatedformerLTTEmemberssay
some of their members have
informationoninternationalterrorism and they are ready to
sharethatinformationfortheSri
Lankan authorities.

n

Govt faces flak for receiving
donation from tobacco brand
n

DEATH TOLL RISES TO 257
Thedeathtollinaseriesofcoordinated bombing that rocked Sri
LankaonApril21,hasrisento257
on Thursday.
The authorities of the island
nation have indicated that the
death toll would rise further,
reported Al Jazeera.

PAKISTAN MINISTER’S
VISIT CANCELLED
Pakistan foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi’s scheduled
visit to Sri Lanka has been cancelled due to the security situation in the island nation in the
wakeofthedeadlyEasterSunday
suicide bombings, the media
reported on Thursday.
According to The Express
Tribune,Qureshiwasalsodueto
visit the Maldives on May 2 and

HT Correspondent

E Y E O N PA K I S TA N

n

country’sleadershipnottotravel
together during the coming few
weeks.

REUTERS

BODYGUARD WHO TURNED QUEEN OF THAILAND

Cyprus justice minister resigns after public outcry
over serial killing of seven foreign women and girls
He resigned after authorities were accused of
failing to properly investigate the initial
disappearance of the women over a threeyear span apparently due to racism

Soldiers arrive for deployment outside St Sebastian church in Negombo, Sri Lanka.
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Agencies
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ASSANGE SEEKS
DIPLOMATIC
PROTECTION
FROM AUSTRALIA

by a multinational tobacco companytoPakistan’s dam-building
fund has stirred anger and criticism in many quarters while a
senior government adviser on
healthexpressedignoranceover
the development.
This week, the local media
reportedthatPakistanPMImran
Khan not only held a meeting
withtherepresentativeofamajor
international tobacco company,
but also accepted a cheque for
Rs 5 million from him as a donation for the construction of dams
in the country.
Critics pointed out that the
development was in violation of
Article 5.3 of the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control,whichsaysgovernment
representativescannotmeetand

n

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan (second from left) observes a
AFP/FILE
fly-past by a Pakistan Air Force fighter jet in Islamabad.

receive funds from tobacco companiesevenunderCSRactivities
as it tantamounts to advertising.
MUSHARRAF’S TRIAL
POSTPONED TO JUNE 12
A special court accepted former
president Pervez Musharraf’s
requestonThursdaytopostpone

the hearing of a treason trial
againsthimuntilafterthemonth
ofRamzanduetohispoorhealth.
Abenchadjournedthehearing
tillJune12aftertheformerdictator’s counsel Salman Safdar told
the court that his client can’t
traveltoPakistanforthehearing,
Geo News reported.

LONDON:Amemberofparliament

WASHINGTON:US secretary of state

in the UK who had lied about a
speeding offence has become the
first casualty of the 2015 Recall of
MPsAct,triggeringaby-election
after a large number of constituency voters signed a recall petition.
Labour Party’s Fiona Onasanya, disgraced by her act of lying
andjailedinJanuaryforperverting the course of justice, has now
been removed from the House of
Commons.
SherepresentedPeterborough
andwasexpelledbyherpartydue
to her conduct in the case.
Onasanya became the first
British MP to be recalled under
thelawenactedduringtheprime
ministership of David Cameron
in the wake of a scandal in 2010
whenBritishMPsweremisusing
allowancesandexpenses,sparking public anger.

Mike Pompeo plans to meet next
week with Russia’s foreign minister as a dispute between Washington and Moscow over Venezuela intensifies, a senior US official said on Thursday.
Pompeo and Sergey Lavrov
will resume an unproductive discussion on Venezuela when they
are both in Rovaniemi, Finland,
for a meeting of foreign ministers from the eight members of
the Arctic Council on Monday
and Tuesday, the official said.
US concerns about Russian
“behaviour” elsewhere, including in Ukraine, will be on the
agenda, according to the official.
The two men traded warnings
over the situation in Venezuela
in a Wednesday telephone call
that Lavrov described as having
“surreal” elements.
Two more opposition demonstrators, both minors, died from
injuries sustained in clashes
with Venezuelan security forces.
The Trump administration
accuses Moscow of propping up
embattled Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro over opposition
figure Juan Guaido, who Washington regards as the country’s
legitimate leader. Pompeo said
on Tuesday that Maduro had
been prepared to leave Venezuela for Cuba amid Guaido-led
protests supported by the US but
changed his mind after being
convinced by Russia to stay.
Lavrov, speaking on Thursday in Uzbekistan, said Pompeo’s allegation was untrue.
“Pompeo phoned, called for us
to refuse to support Maduro,
called for Cuba and us not to
interfere in the internal affairs of
Venezuela,” Lavrov said in
Tashkent. “The whole story
sounds quite surreal.”

K E Y R O L E S F O R L I S A R AY

Fazeli to direct documentary film on Phoolan Devi
Anirudh Bhattacharyya
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO:Indian-Canadian

actress Lisa Ray will be the
executive producer and will
also be the principal voiceover
artist for a new documentary
on Phoolan Devi, India’s bandit-turned-politician.
The documentary is titled
Phoolan and the announcement was made at the Hot Docs
film festival.
Phoolan, the film, will be
directed by award-winning
Iranian-Canadian filmmaker
Hossein Martin Fazeli, who

has previously worked on documentaries focusing on
women’s rights, including The
Tale of The Two Nazanins.
“It’s a true honour to be
involved in such an important
documentary. Phoolan Devi is
legendary in India and I
couldn’t think of a better time
in human history for her
incredible life story to be
retold,” Ray said in a statement.
Phoolan Devi’s dramatic life
was famously captured in filmmaker Shekhar Kapur’s 1994
film, Bandit Queen.
The proposed documentary

plans to tell “for the first time”
her full life story, including her
escape from an abusive marriage, leading a gang of dacoits
in Uttar Pradesh and being
gang-raped by members of a
rival gang, which she avenged
in 1981 in what is known as the
Behmai massacre.
Her days as an outlaw ended
when she was imprisoned in
1983, but after serving time,
she turned to politics and was
twice elected to the Lower
House. She was murdered in
2001 by rival gang members
who were seeking revenge for
the 1981 Behmai killings.

n

Lisa Ray is the executive
producer and voiceover
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
artist.

n

US attorney general William Barr testifies before the Senate
Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington.

AFP

M U E L L E R R E P O R T FA L L O U T

US attorney general
defends his handling
of probe report
Yashwant Raj
n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: USattorneygeneral

William Barr defended his handling of special counsel Robert
Mueller’s Russia probe report
andhisdecisiontoclearUSPresident Donald Trump of obstructionofjusticeinafour-hour-long
testimony in the Senate that was
markedbycallsfromDemocrats
for his resignation.
Barr was scheduled to testify
on Thursday in the Democraticcontrolled House of Representatives, but cancelled it as the two
sides couldn’t agree on the format.
The hearing on Wednesday
took place in the backdrop of
media reports from the day
before that Mueller had written
to Barr complaining that the latter’s summary of the 448-page
reportdidn’tcapturethecontext.
Thereport,meanwhile,isnow
selling briskly as a book and has
officially become a best-seller.
Duringquestioning,Barrsaid
Muellerdidnotfindthesummary

eitherinaccurateorasmisrepresentingthereport,anddismissed
Mueller’s letter as “snitty” and
that it was probably written by
oneofthespecialcounsel’ssubordinates.
“I didn’t exonerate (Trump). I
said that we did not believe that
there was sufficient evidence to
establishanobstruction offence,
which is the job of the justice
department,” Barr said.
Barr faced several questions
abouthisdecisiontoclearTrump
of obstruction of justice. Mueller’s report had left that issue
inconclusive, but Barr went
ahead and handed the US president an exoneration, saying the
special counselhadn’tfoundsufficient evidence to establish that
Trump had committed an
obstruction of justice offence.
Democratic senators subjected him to tough questioning.
“Youliedandnowweknow,”said
Senator Mazie Hirono, a Hawaii
Democrat. “Being attorney general of the US is a sacred trust.
You have betrayed that trust...
You should resign.”
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Since April 1, SpiceJet has
added 65 new flights. MINT

SPICEJET TO
START 19 MORE
FLIGHTS FROM
MUMBAI ON MAY 4
MUMBAI: No-frills carrier SpiceJet
on Thursday announced launch of
19 more flights connecting
Mumbai with various other
domestic destinations, beginning
the weekend. This the fourth time
SpiceJet has been expanding its
network in less than a month,
particularly since the grounding
of Jet Airways last month. With
these additional flights, since
April 1, SpiceJet has added 65 new
flights which includes 40 flights
connecting Mumbai, 10 connecting Delhi and eight flights
connecting Mumbai and Delhi, as
per the release. All the new flights
will be operational daily, except
the services on the Mumbai-Kochi-Mumbai sector, which will be
operational all days except
Tuesdays, the airline said.

Axis AMC to invest ₹60 cr
in realtor firm Akshaya
CHENNAI: Axis Asset Management Co. on Thursday said it has
signed a deal with city-based
realtor Akshaya Pvt. Ltd to invest
₹60 crore under the maiden AXIS
RERA fund for the latter’s upcoming project near here. The investment by Axis AMC in the real
estate developer was the first
investment of real estate alternative investment fund, a company
statement said here. The fund
would be invested in Akshaya
Group’s township project ‘Orlando’ on the city outskirts.
Commenting on the deal, managing partner of Axis Asset Management Co. Ltd Balaji Rao said,
“Akshaya is one of the most
trusted and renowned brands in
the South...we see a synergistic
relationship between Axis and
Akshaya.”

Banks can declare IL&FS
accounts as NPAs: NCLAT
NEW DELHI: The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) on Thursday allowed the
banks to declare as non-performing assets the accounts of IL&FS
and its group companies that
have defaulted on payments. A
bench headed by Chairman
Justice SJ Mukhopadhaya lifted
the embargo on the banks to
declare the accounts of the
debt-ridden IL&FS and its 300
group entities, which are unable
to pay their debt. However, the
appellate tribunal has also
clarified that although the banks
would declare the IL&FS accounts
as NPAs but can not initiate
recovery process and debit
money. The bench has observed
that lenders must not withdraw
support until a resolution is found
of the IL&FS and its group companies. Presently, Infrastructure
Leasing & Financial Services
(IL&FS) Group companies, with a
collective debt of over ₹90,000
crore, are going through resolution process.

Tesla seeks up to $2.3 bn
from share, debt issues
BENGALURU: Tesla Inc. announced plans to raise up to $2.3
billion in new capital on Thursday,
easing Wall Street concerns over
the electric carmaker’s ability to
see through its ambitious investment plans while it works to
deliver a steady profit. Analysts
have been saying for months that
Tesla would need more money for
projects that include the construction of a factory in Shanghai,
the upcoming Model Y SUV and
the crucial ramp up of production
of its Model 3 sedan. After the
company lost another $700
million in the first quarter, several
Wall Street brokerages said last
week it would seek up to $3
billion more in backing soon and
Thursday’s news spurred a 3% rise
in the company’s shares.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

BandhantotakeOFSroute
toreducepromoterstake
SHAREHOLDING STRUCTURE Bank not considering more acquisitions: CEO

feedback@livemint.com

Auto sales skid
in April amid
election worries
Amit Panday

Shayan Ghosh
n
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shayan.g@livemint.com

MUMBAI: BandhanBankLtdplans

to trim its promoter stake to 40%
through the offer-for-sale (OFS)
routeandisnotconsideringmore
acquisitions currently, its managing director and chief executive Chandra Shekhar Ghosh
said.
“We cannot go for any further
acquisition and the option is to
haveanofferforsale,”Ghoshtold
reportersaftertheprivatelender
announced its quarterly earnings.TheOFSmechanism,introduced by the Securities and
ExchangeBoardofIndia(Sebi)in
2012, allows promoters to dilute
their holdings in listed companies. According to RBI’s new
bank licensing guidelines, the
bank’s promoter, Bandhan
FinancialHoldingsLtd,hadtocut
its stake from 82% to 40% within
threeyears ofcommencingbusiness. The deadline for Bandhan
Bank was on August 23, 2018.
The Kolkata-based bank in
January announced theacquisition of Gruh Finance Ltd, the
affordablehousingfinancearmof
Housing Development Finance
Corp. (HDFC), in a share swap
deal. The acquisition is expected
tolowerpromoterholdingofBandhan Financial Holdings in the
bankto 61% from82% at present.
The deal was necessary after
the RBI, in September, barred
BandhanBankfromopeningnew
branches without its approval
andorderedittofreezethesalary
ofCEOGhosh.Thiswasduetothe
bank’s failure to meet the shareholding rules.
“RBI has communicated to us
thatsincethebankwasnotableto
bring down the shareholding of
NonOperativeFinancialHolding
Company to 40% as required

Bandhan Financial
Holdings, the promoter
entity of Bandhan Bank
with over 82% stake, has
to reduce it to 40% as
mandated by RBI.
Public

17.74
Holding
(in %)

82.26
Bandhan Financial
Holdings (Promoter)
As on 31 Mar 2019

Source: BSE

AS PER RBI’S BANK
LICENSING NORMS, THE
BANK’S PROMOTER,
BANDHAN FINANCIAL,
HAD TO CUT ITS STAKE
FROM 82% TO 40%

under the licensing condition,
general permission to open new
branchesstands withdrawn and
thebankcanopenbrancheswith
prior approval of RBI and the
remunerationoftheMDandCEO
of the bank stands frozen at the
existinglevel,tillfurthernotice,”
the bank informed the BSE in
September.
GhoshsaidBandhanBankhas
beenreceiving requisite approvals from the authorities and
hopes to get the nod from the
NationalCompanyLawTribunal
(NCLT) approval as well.
“Now,weneedtheapprovalof
NCLT and whenever the NCLT
approval comes, we will merge
the entities.However, we cannot
give a timeline for the NCLT
approval,” said Ghosh.
Bandhan Bank last March
made an initial public offering
whichledtoafallinthepromoter

stake to 82.28% from 89.62%. It
had a bumper listing, making it
the eighth-most valuable bank,
afterits₹4,470croreIPO,thelargest ever by an Indian bank.
DespitetheGruhFinancedeal,
Bandhan Financial would still
have to lower its stake further
from 61% to 40% in the bank.
Earlier in the day, Bandhan
Bank posted a 68% year-on-year
(y-o-y) rise in net profit for the
March quarter at ₹651 crore.
Netinterestincome(NII)—the
difference between interest

Pay ₹25L each to 4
patients for faulty
implants: HC to J&J

India delays
deadline to impose
retaliatory tariffs
on US products

Prathma Sharma and
Teena Thacker

Asit Ranjan Mishra

n

prathma.s@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: The Delhi high court

on Thursday directed US
pharma company Johnson and
Johnson (J&J) Pvt. Ltd to pay ₹25
lakh each to four patients
affected by its Acetabular Surface Replacement (ASR) hip
implants.
Justice Vibhu Bakhru on
Thursday directed the company
to submit the list of verified
patients and their claims to the
court while the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization
(CDSCO) was asked to provide
details of other patients who
have approached them for the
compensation.
India’s drug regulatory
authority had earlier ordered
the company to pay compensation to these patients, following
the recommendation of a central
expert committee.
The CDSCO had asked J&J to
pay ₹65 lakh and ₹74 lakh as compensation to two unidentified
patients in Maharashtra in
March.
On April 30, it once again
ordered the company to pay over
₹1 crore and ₹90 lakh respectively to two more patients from
Uttar Pradesh. However, J&J
had moved the Delhi high court
against government orders to
compensate patients. J&J challenged the order in Delhi high
court, saying it is willing to pay

JUSTICE VIBHU BAKHRU
ASKED J&J TO SUBMIT
THE LIST OF VERIFIED
PATIENTS AND THEIR
CLAIMS TO THE COURT
only ₹25 lakh each.
Sandeep Sethi, counsel for
J&J, told the court, “Someone
who hasn’t gone through a revision surgery, he or she is not
entitled. The fact is approximately 250 people are registered.
We are willing to pay for them.”
On the last date of hearing J&J
had said it was committed to providing assistance, including
appropriate compensation,
within an “established framework”, to ASR patients in India
who have undergone revision
surgery.
J&J’s spokesperson said the
company would study the order
when it was issued.
The company today said it had
a list of approximately 250
patients who had undergone
revision surgery and had
claimed compensation.
The implant, DePuy ASR, was
sold in India by DePuy International, a J&J unit.
In 2017, the government had
formed a panel headed by Dr
Arun Agarwal, former dean of
Maulana Azad Medical College,
which suggested compensation
for each patient.
The next date of hearing has
been set as May 29.
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NEWDELHI: India on Thursday fur-

ther delayed implementation of
its June 2018 order to impose
retaliatory tariffs on 29 US products by 14 days till May 16 as it
awaits a final word from the US
on its decision to withdraw dutyfree benefits to Indian exporters.
On June 20, India notified that
it will hike tariffs on imports of 29
US products, including almonds,
apples and phosphoric acid,
worth $10.6 billion in retaliation
to the steel and aluminium tariff
hikes by the US in March 2018.
The US also announced in
April last year to review the eligibility criteria of India currently accessing generalised system of preferences (GSP) benefits of zero duty on $6.3 billion
worth of India exports.
India did not impose the retaliatory tariffs immediately, unlike
other major trading partners of
the US, as the two countries
began discussions for finalizing
a trade package that would
include a withdrawal of the GSP
review.
However, the talks collapsed
as India refused to cede to disproportional demands by the US.
“Our decision is a signal that if
the US notifies withdrawal of
GSP benefits for India, we could
impose the long pending retaliatory tariffs,” a commerce ministry official said on condition of
anonymity.

Google will auto-delete some user data, if you ask
Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

NEWYORK : Alphabet Inc.’s Google said it will let users set up
their profiles to automatically
delete location and webbrowsing data, giving people a
middle ground to the internet
giant’s always-on or alwaysoff data hoovering mechanisms.
Users can now choose to
have their data deleted after a
three-month or 18-month
period, the company said on
Wednesday in a blog post. The
change gives people more control over their information,
but it also may stop some users
from opting to block out Google’s data collection alto-

Reuters
n

D I G I TA L F O O T P R I N T

n

MANUFACTURING
GROWTH HITS
8-MONTH LOW OF
51.8 IN APR: PMI

n

Users can now choose to have their data deleted after a threemonth or 18-month period.

gether.
While people can stop all
collection now, the company
relies on user data to target
ads that feed its multibilliondollar revenue machine.

AP

Google has struggled to convince customers and regulators that it respects their privacy and keeps the reams of
data it collects on people safe.
Google and fellow online ad

giant Facebook Inc. have
become some of the most-valuable companies in history by
collecting billions of data
points on billions of people and
selling targeted access to
advertisers.
Politicians, consumers and
privacy advocates around the
world are questioning those
business models, and whether
giving up personal information is worth the services provided by the companies.
Google’s latest privacy tool
comes as a long-promised feature from Facebook to delete
some of the data it collects on
people hasn’t yet materialized.
Facebook said it’s still working on the feature and plans to
introduce it later this year.

earned and expended—stood at
₹1,258 crore, up 46% y-o-y. Its net
interestmargin(NIM),akeyindicator of profitability, stood at
10.7% in the March quarter, up
140 basis points (bps) from the
same quarter last year and up
20bps sequentially.
Ghosh said the bank has not
reversedanyprovisiononitsloan
to Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services Ltd (IL&FS)
following National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal’s
(NCLAT) decision that banks
shall not classify IL&FS subsidiaries as bad loans. The bank had
earlier announced that the ₹385
crore loan made to a borrower
fromthe“infrastructuredevelopment and finance sector” had
turned sour in the December
quarter.WithoutnamingIL&FS,
thebankhadsaiditfullyprovided
for the loan in the same quarter.

NEWDELHI: India’s factory activity
expanded at its slowest pace in
eight months in April as growth
in new orders and output dipped
as national elections got under
way, a private business survey
found.
Optimism among manufacturing firms also ebbed in April
as they remain concerned about
what policies the new government will adopt when it takes
office by end-May.
The Nikkei Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index,
compiled by IHS Markit, fell to
51.8 last month from March’s
52.6. It has stayed above the
50-mark separating expansion
from contraction for nearly two
years.
“When looking at reasons provided by surveyed companies for
the (April) slowdown, disruptions arising from the elections
was a key theme,” noted Pollyanna De Lima, principal economist at IHS Markit, in a release.
“Also, firms seem to have
adopted a wait-and-see approach
on their plans until public policies become clearer upon the formation of a government.”
Voting in India’s multi-stage
election began on April 11 and
will end on May 19. Votes will be
counted on May 23.
A sub-index measuring new
orders slipped to 52.9 in April
from March’s 54.2, the lowest
since August, due to a weaker
expansion in domestic demand.
That had a spillover effect on hiring, which barely increased.
The rate of increase in input
costs was its weakest since September 2015 and output prices
grew at a slow pace, suggesting
overall inflation will remain
below the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) medium-term target of 4%.
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MUMBAI:Aprilhasturnedouttobe
amonthofdistressforpassenger
vehicle (PV) and two-wheeler
makers because of cautious
buyer sentiments during the
ongoing general elections. Data
compiled byMint shows that PV
and two-wheeler sales declined
by about 16% and 17% from the
year-ago period, respectively.
India’slargestcarmaker,Maruti Suzuki India, on Wednesday,
reported a year-on-year decline
of 19.4% in its PV sales at 131,749
units, including 364 units sold to
other original equipment manufacturers,butexcludingthelight
commercialvehiclesales of2,319
units.
AcrossthedifferentPVcategories, Maruti Suzuki reported
sales of 22,766 units in the mini
segment,down 40% compared to
37,794 units in April 2018. Similarly, in the compact segment,
salesstoodat72,146unitsinApril,
down14%from83,834unitsinthe
year-ago period. It sells Alto and
the old WagonR model under its
minisegment,andSwift,Baleno,
Celerio, the new WagonR, Ignis
and Dzire are part of its compact
portfolio.
Maruti’s utility vehicle (UV)
category, which has bucked the
downward trend, reported sales
of 22,035 units, up 6% against the
20,804unitssoldinAprillastyear.
The company’s UV portfolio
includes the Vitara Brezza,
ErtigaandS-Cross.Thevanscategory reported a drop of 26.7%,
selling 11,649 units last month,
against the 15,886 units in April
2018.AutoanalystAdityaJhawar
from Investec Capital Services
India, cited three key reasons
behind Maruti’s downward
trend: High base effect from
Q1FY19, inventory correction

MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA
REPORTED A
YEAR-ON-YEAR DECLINE
OF 19.4% IN ITS
PASSENGER VEHICLE
SALES AT 131,749 UNITS
and sluggish demand due to factors,suchasliquiditycrunchand
poor sentiments, among others.
“For Maruti Suzuki, the rural
markets grew by 10% and urban
marketsdeclinedby2%inFY19.”
Jhawar added that the Indian
market may see an uptick in
demandforPVsafterthegeneral
elections.
Hyundai Motor India, India’s
second largest carmaker,
reported sale of 42,005 units in
April a decline of 10% from the
year earlier. The company is
expected to consolidate its market position with the soon-to-belaunched Venue compact SUV.
Mahindra&Mahindra(M&M)
posteddomesticPVsalesof19,966
units,down9%fromtheyearago.
Its utility vehicle segment sales
stoodat18,848units,comparedto
20,371 units in April 2018, down
7%.Inthecarsandvanscategory,
M&M reported sales of 1,118
units, as against 1,556 units in
April last year, down 28%. The
companysaiddomesticsalesalso
included the numbers sold by its
subsidiary, Mahindra Electric
Mobility Ltd. “The ongoing elections hadsubduedpurchasesentiment in April. This, according
to us, is a temporary phenomenon. We believe, following the
elections the auto industry will
see a revival in consumer
demand. Supported by a normal
monsoon,weareconfidentofseeing higher sales in FY20,” said
RajanWadhera,president, automotive sector, M&M.

India eyes Guyana as Iran oil supply ends
Utpal Bhaskar
n

utpal.b@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Faced with US sanc-

tions on one of its top suppliers
Iran, India is charting new geographiestomeetitsenergyneeds.
The world’s third-largest oil
importer is looking to secure an
interestinGuyana’soilfieldsthat
are being hailed as one of the
world’s largestoil finds inrecent
times.
Asix-monthsanctionswaiver
for India and seven other countries to continue importing oil
from Iran expired on Thursday,
effectively shutting out Iranian
crude beginning May 3.
There is a growing interest in
GuyanaafterExxonMobil,oneof
the world’s largest publiclytraded energy firms, announced
an estimated reserve of more
than five billion oil-equivalent

A 6-MONTH SANCTIONS
WAIVER FOR INDIA, 7
OTHER COUNTRIES TO
CONTINUE IMPORTING
OIL FROM IRAN
EXPIRED ON THURSDAY
barrels in the offshore Stabroek
block in the South American
country. The expectations have
alsoswelledbecauseGuyanabordersVenezuela,whichhasoneof
the world’s biggest oil reserves.
“We have an opportunity in
Guyana. Exxon has recently
found a major oilfield there. It is
going to turn the tables around
and make Guyana one of the
majorproducers,”saidanIndian
government official, requesting
anonymity. India’s move comes
against the backdrop of the need

to find alternative sources of
energy at a time when it needs to
procureatotalofabout12million
tonnes of extra crude over the
year to urgently bridge a supply
gapthatwillbecausedbytheexit
of Iran from its energy basket.
Apart from Iran, the Donald
Trump administration has
imposed sanctions on Venezuela’sstate-ownedoilfirmPetróleos de Venezuela SA. Guyana
offers an attractive alternative.
While ExxonMobil affiliate Esso
ExplorationandProductionGuyanaLtd is the operatorand holds
45% interest in the Stabroek
block spread over 26,800sq. km,
US-basedHessCorp.andChina’s
largest offshore oil and gas producerCNOOChold30%and25%,
respectively. ExxonMobil isalso
theoperatoroftheCanjeandKaieteur blocks in offshore Guyana
and expects to produce up to

facetoface
PARTHJINDAL, managing director, JSW Cement

‘I am trying to create a separate
work culture for JSW’s FMCG arm’
Tanya Thomas
n

tanya.t@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Parth Jindal, the

heir to the $13 billion-JSW
Group, believes in his ability
to create great companies,
much like his father, group
promoter Sajjan Jindal, did.
But he wants to face consumers and build retail empires—
be it in sports, cement, or now
paints. He says his success, or
failure, will depend on how
these companies grow.
Edited excerpts from an
interview:

In the last year, JSW has spoken of entering the electric vehicles space (now shelved), steel
furniture and now paints. Can
you explain the shift to consumer-facing business from being a
thorough industrials company?
At the core of JSW, we realize
that steel is our main business and we focus on how to
continue to remain the leading steel company in India.
Over the last 20-25 years, the
company has been able to
stand for something and
more and more people recognize us. My personal interest
is in sales and marketing, so
that’s why the businesses I
look after—whether it’s
cement or paints or even
sports—have a big consumer
element to them.

What do you think will be the
challenges in making this
change?
It’s very clear that my father
and his core team are focused
on steel, power and infrastructure, which are the bedrock of the group in the last 30
years. We’re not deviating
talent from there into the
other businesses. These are
fresh businesses that we have
started. The one dabble we
did with auto has been called
off and I am all for that decision to call it off because I felt
it was a distraction. The onus
is on me to set up my own
team and management. My
companies are completely
separate and whether I’m
successful or not will depend
on how these firms grow.
Here, the culture is different. An FMCG company like
paints or quasi-FMCG like

cement requires a different
culture than a steel or power
company. I’ve been trying to
create this culture within the
confines of the group, making
sure our culture, our incentives, our policies mirror
those of FMCG companies
and not large B2B companies.
I don’t think any industry
player fazes us. If we are
bringing a value proposition,
then we can succeed. It
doesn’t matter whether we
are fighting Tata Steel or
UltraTech Cement or Asian
Paints. These are all great
companies and we also have
the right to be a great company. I’m only 28. I can take
time to build these businesses. The launch of the
paints business was expected
last year. We had challenges
in completing our factories.
We were planning on launching last November and we
have been pushed back by six
months. The paint industry is
highly prone to fire, so there
are lots of safety regulations
to conform with, lots of intricacies in putting up the plant
and there are very few skilled
contractors to set up paints
plants and they were busy
commissioning Asian Paints’
plants in Vizag and Mysore.
We used that time instead to
increase our network penetration.

120,000 barrels of oil a day from
the Liza Phase 1 development in
early 2020. “Essentially in Guyana,wearelookingatwhetherwe
cangetfarm-inopportunities.We
arealso lookingat gettingsteady
supplies and to establish term
contracts for our oil companies,
among other things,” said the
governmentofficialcitedearlier.
A spokesperson for Hess in an
emailedresponsesaid:“IcanconfirmthatHessholds30%working
interest in the Stabroek Block
and also has a 15% interest in the
KaieteurBlockoffshoreGuyana.
Forallotherquestionsregarding
theseblocks,Iwoulddirectyouto
the operator ExxonMobil.” Robert R from ExxonMobil on Mondaynightsaidoverthephonethat
the company would respond to
queries from Mint. The
responseswereyettobereceived
till the time of going to press.

Normal monsoon
and festive sales
to push gold
demand up: WGC
Nasrin Sultana
n

nasrin.s@livemint.com

NEWDELHI:Astrongrupeeandfalling domestic gold prices drove
demand in India in the quarter
ended March 31. Demand for the
yellow metal is likely to increase
further between April and June
because of the wedding season,
Akshaya Tritiya festival and
higher crop prices, according to
WorldGoldCouncil (WGC)’s latestGold Demand Trends report.
The weather department has
forecast that India is likely to
have a “near normal” monsoon
this year, which augurs well for
the rural economy and for gold
demand, said WGC. It estimates
domesticgolddemandtobeinthe
range of 750-850 tonnes in 2019.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said rainfall
will be around 96% of the 50-year
average, as it expects weak El
Niño conditions during the later
partofthe season.ElNiñoisusually unfavourable for rainfall in
India. IMD’s June forecast will,
however, be more critical. Private weatherforecasterSkymet,
however, expects “below normal” monsoon, citing El Niño
risks.WGCsaidthatgolddemand
in India was at 159 tonnes in the
quarter ended March, an
increase of5% fromthe151.5 tonnes recorded in the year earlier.
March quartergolddemandwas
valued at ₹47,010 crore, a rise of
13%comparedtothe₹41,680crore
in the year-ago period.
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INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE
M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

standings
Team P

W

L Pts NRR

CSK

13

9

4 18

0.209

MI

13

8

5

16

0.321

DC

13

8

5

16 -0.096

SRH

13

6

7

12

0.653

RR

13

5

7

11

-0.321

KKR 12

5

7

10

0.1

KXIP 12

5

7

10 -0.296

RCB

4

8

9

13

-0.694

updated till MI-SRH match
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Pandeyheroicsinvainas
MumbaiwininSuperOver
PULSATING SRH batsman’s last-ball six levels scores before Bumrah sets up crucial win for hosts
Sanjjeev K Samyal
n

sanjjeev.samyal@htlive.com

MUMBAI: There’s little doubt most

n

Virat Kohli.
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INDIA, ENGLAND
TOP ICC TEST AND
ODI RANKINGS
DUBAI:India and England managed to retain top spots in the
Test and ODI team rankings
respectively, following the annual
update of the ICC rankings on
Thursday. The rankings were
updated after series results from
2015-16 were removed, and
outcomes from 2016-17 and
2017-18 are weighted at 50 per
cent, an ICC statement read.
England are the No 1 ranked ODI
team with less than a month to go
for the World Cup, but India have
managed to narrow the gap to
just two points. India’s lead over
second-placed New Zealand in
the Test rankings has narrowed
from eight to two points. India
were on 116 points and New
Zealand on 108 before the update
but Virat Kohli-led side’s 3-0 win
over South Africa and 2-1 win in Sri
Lanka being purged as part of the
2015-16 season sees them losing
three points while New Zealand’s
two 2-0 defeats to Australia being
removed sees them gain three
points on the table.

Finch tips fired-up Warner
to dominate World Cup
SYDNEY:Australia captain Aaron
Finch believes David Warner will
enter the World Cup desperate to
prove himself as he prepares to
rejoin his teammates after a
ball-tampering ban. Warner has
been in red-hot form in the Indian
Premier League after completing
a 12-month suspension for
cheating, averaging 69.20 in 12
innings, including a century and
eight fifties. Finch expected the
fiery batsman to also dominate
on the international stage,
providing a massive boost for
Australia as the reigning champions chase a sixth World Cup
trophy. “He’s coming back with a
huge hunger, not just to perform
well for his franchise, but to
dominate international cricket
again,” Finch told Melbourne
commercial radio on Wednesday.

Archer set for England
debut against Ireland
LONDON:Jofra Archer is set to
make his England debut when
Eoin Morgan’s men face Ireland in
a ODI in Malahide on Friday. The
24-year-old Barbados-born
all-rounder was called into a
senior England squad last month
after qualifying on residency
grounds. He was not included in
the 15-man provisional squad for
the World Cup. But Archer can
stake a claim by impressing
against Ireland and the series at
home to Pakistan before the
squad is finalised on May 23.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

8.00pm: Kings XI Punjab
v Kolkata Knight Riders;
live on Star Sports 1, HD 1

FOOTBALL

teams will be looking to target
Afghanistan at the 2019 World
Cup. With only the world’s top 10
in the fray this time in a roundrobin format, the competition is
going to be very tight. Naturally,
the teams will look to exploit the
inexperience of the new Test
nation.
While they are still a long way
off from being counted as a top
cricketing force, Afghanistan
will provide moments which will
be fascinating to watch. One
department where Afghanistan
will be fairly confident of testing
any batting line-up is spin bowling.
Proof of that was on display at
the Wankhede Stadium on
Thursday evening in the way the
duo of Rashid Khan and Mohammad Nabi led the Sunrisers
Hyderabad attack against hosts
Mumbai Indians. Rashid was
again the standout bowler, conceding just 21 runs off his four
overs and Nabi giving away only
24 runs. Their economy rates of
5.25 and 6 are remarkable for a
T20 game.
Quinton de Kock was the top
scorer in Mumbai Indians’ total
of 162 for five, scoring an
unbeaten 69 (58 balls). Against
the spinners though, the wicketkeeper-batsman struggled. De
Kock managed just 10 runs in 16
balls from Rashid. Only three
batsmen have had a worse strike
rate against a bowler in a game
(min 15 balls faced) in the last
five seasons.
In batting, SRH were well
served by senior player Manish
Pandey who remained unbeaten
on 71 off 47 balls, hitting a last
ball six to tie the game and take it
to the super over. He received
good support from Mohammad
Nabi who made a 20-ball 31.
In the super over, Bumrah
restricted SRH to eight runs.
Pandey was run out on the first
ball trying to steal a second run.
Nabi smashed the third ball off
Bumrah for six but was yorked

Shubman Gill will play for KKR the first time at his home ground. AFP

Shubman at home
for Kings XI test
Shalini Gupta
n
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shalini.gupta@htlive.com
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n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Digging through
years of IPL data, a pattern emerges:whenyoulooksimplyathow
a batsman accumulates his runs
— the blend of ones, twos, fours,
and sixes that lead to his final
score — batsmen can be boxed
into six distinct categories. For
this purpose we use a technique
called “K-Means clustering”—
to classify batsmen over the last
12 seasons of the IPL into “similarity buckets”.
Using the distribution of outcomes of a single ball faced by a
batsman (zero runs, one run, two
runs, four runs, six runs and
wicket. Threes, fives, extras and
run outshave beenexcluded), we
find that Chris Lynn is not so different to Sachin Tendulkar, and
that there are just two batsmen
in the history of the IPL who
form a category all their own—
the Man Beasts. Batsmen who
have faced 750 or fewer balls
across all seasons are excluded.

HARD-HITTING OPENERS
Chris Gayle. Brendon McCullum. Adam Gilchrist. Matthew
Hayden. Openers who hit plenty

n

Quinton de Kock hit an unbeaten 58-ball 69 to help Mumbai Indians post 162/5 at the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday.

on the next. Hardik Pandya
made it a no-contest by smashing
Rashid Khan for a six off the first
ball as MI clinched it with three
balls to spare.
With the win, MI moved to 16
points after 13 games and
assured themselves of a play-off
berth.
Earlier, 17 runs were needed
off the last over, and seven off the
final ball when Pandey smashed
Hardik over midwicket fence.
Openers Martin Guptill and
Wriddhiman Saha also did well
to give SRH a 40-run start in four
overs, compensating for the
absence of their regular openers
Jonny Bairstow and David
Warner. But the lack of powerhitters at the death hurt them.
Takinga lead from the success

of SRH spinners, captain Rohit
Sharma attacked with his spinners. Before the 14th over, he had
bowled out both his frontline
tweakers - Krunal Pandya and
Rahul Chahar. The two bowled
effectively, returning very economical figures - left-arm spinner Pandya ending with 4-0-22-2
and leg-spinner Chahar with 4-021-0. Bumrah and Hardik backed
the performance with tight bowling under pressure.
In a game which Sunrisers
needed to win to keep their hopes
alive in the play-offs race, Rashid
and Nabi were backed by pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar. Kumar
conceded just 29 runs in his fours
overs, highlight being the 19th
over where he restricted Pollard
and De Kock to just four runs

SATYABRATA TRIPATHY/HT

scorecard
n

Mumbai Indians

M Guptill lbw Bumrah
M Pandey not out
K Williamson lbw Krunal
V Shankar c Pollard b Krunal
A Sharma c de Kock b Hardik
N Nabi c S Yadav b Hardik
R Khan not out

R Sharma c Nabi b Khaleel 24 (18)
Q de Kock not out
69 (58)
S Yadav c Rashid b Khaleel 23 (17)
E Lewis c Shankar b Nabi
1 (6)
H Pandya c Nabi b Bhuvi
18 (10)
K Pollard c A Sharma b Khaleel 10 (9)
K Pandya not out
9 (3)

n Extras (w 2, lb 1)

3
162
n FoW: 1-40, 2-57, 3-65, 4-98, 5-105,
6-154
n Bowling: B Sran 2-0-24-0,
L Malinga 4-0-43-0, J Bumrah
4-0-31-2, R Chahar 4-0-21-0,
Krunal Pandya 4-0-22-2, Hardik
Pandya 2-0-20-2
MI won in Super Over

n Extras (lb 6, nb 1, w 1)

8
162
n FoW: 1-36, 2-90, 3-91, 4-119, 5-151
n Bowling: B Kumar 4-0-29-1,
Khaleel Ahmed 4-0-42-3, M Nabi
4-0-24-1, R Khan 4-0-21-0, B
Thampi 4-0-40-0

n Total (for 6 wkts; 20 overs)

n Total (for 5 wkts; 20 overs)

n

Sunrisers Hyderabad

W Saha c Lewis b Bumrah

15 (11)
71 (47)
3 (7)
12 (17)
2 (3)
31 (20)
0 (0)

25 (15)

Lakhwinder and Keerat, have
been busy this IPL season.
Despite soaring temperatures,
they have been travelling to
venues where Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) played. Now that
Shubman is set to play his first
IPL match at his home ground in
Mohali, on Friday against Kings
XIPunjab(KXIP),theycan’twait
to watch his homecoming.
“Shubi came home just for 15
minuteslastevening.Hehasbeen
really focused on doing well. We
havebeentoJaipur,Kolkataand
Delhi. In fact my aged parents
travelledfromaPunjabvillageto
Jaipur to watch the match
againstRajasthanRoyals.Hewill
play in Mohali for KKR for the
first time, so we are really
excited,” said Shubman’s father.
ItwasatMohalithatShubman
hadscoredhishighestRanjiTrophy knock this season when he
made 265 against Tamil Nadu.
Shubman, who lives near the
PCAStadium,wouldbehopingit
continues to bring him luck.
Shubmanwassenttoopenthe
inningsforthethirdtimethisseason and he did not disappoint as
KKR piled up 232 runs against
MumbaiIndianswithAndreRussell’shelp,whoscoredafantastic
40-ball 80.
Afterlosingsixstraightgames,
KKR had logged a win to stay
afloat in the competition.
Another win is crucial to stay in
contention for the playoffs.
With Shubman, Chris Lynn
andRussell in superb form, KKR
should be aiming for a big total.

of fours and sixes, but also play a
lot of dot balls (over 40%). They
don’t want to run, no singles or
twos for them. They score at
frightening pace.
STEADY OPENERS
These players have a preference
for hitting lots of fours, and wait
for the bad ball if they have to
clear the ropes. They strike at
around 120, and play the role of
anchoring the innings. Shikhar
Dhawan, Gautam Gambhir,
Ajinkya Rahane and Mahela
Jayawardene are prominent
players in this category.
THE CLASSICISTS
This consists batsmen who play
more dot balls than average, but
make up for it by hitting plenty of
(relatively) safe, field-splitting
fours. Sachin Tendulkar, Yuvraj
Singh and Rahul Dravid are in
this category. Virender Sehwag
is also classified here, though his
four-hitting rate is far higher
than that of others in this cluster.
THE COLLECTORS
Most of the current Indian top
order falls under this category.
These are busy players, hitting
lots of ones and twos but few

fours and dot balls. They put a
high price on their wicket, and
their running between the wickets makes them ideal middle
over anchors. Virat Kohli, MS
Dhoni, Rohit Sharma, Suresh
Raina and Dinesh Karthik all fall
in this category, where they are
joined by AB de Villiers and
Steve Smith.
THE FINISHERS
This is the group of batsmen you
want to boost the latter part of
the innings. They are hard hitters, mostly dealing in sixes.
They dislike dot balls and are disdainful of singles. They do deal in
twos — perhaps a result of big
hits that don’t come off well.
MAN BEASTS
That the algorithm thinks that
just two players deserve a cluster all for themselves says something. Bowlers, hide. Andre Russell and Glenn Maxwell hit
nearly one-fourth of the balls
they face to the boundary, or
beyond. No dots, ones, or twos —
go big, or go home. Only Virender Sehwag comes close, though
the fact that he doesn’t hit too
many sixes has kept him out of it.
Data: ESPN Cricinfo

Sixes differentiate Russell from rest
The categories of IPL batsmen differ by what percentage of balls faced are hit for
singles, boundaries etc. Figures below are the percentages for each category
Dotss

Ones

Twos

Fourss

Sixes

n

khurram.habib@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: News of S Ravi’s likely

ouster from the Elite Panel of
umpires could send jitters
through the community in India
and the BCCI which struggled
withpostingslastseasonduetoa
lack of personnel.
Ravi’s impending exit, after
beingratedlastoverthepastcouple ofyears, comes on the back of
C Shamshuddin losing his place
in2018intheEmergingpanel,the
feeder to the Elite panel. There
has been talk that one of the four
Indian international panel
umpires (who supervise only
ODIs) will move to the ICC
Emerging panel.
AfterSVenkatraghavan,who
retired in 2004, India had to wait
till 2015 foranElitepanelumpire
when Ravi was inducted.
Of the 12 umpires in the Elite

panel,EnglandhasfourandAustraliathree.ICChasbeenlooking
to broad base the panel but even
complaints of a clique against
umpires from other countries
does not mask India’s problem.
The BCCI, while doubling the
number of domestic games from
around 1000 to 2024 last season
duetoanincreaseinteams,failed
to factor in the need for more
umpires. It used the number it
had for the previous season:
around 120. The 1892.5 match
days this season resulted in a
hard grind for umpires.
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Man Beasts (eg. AD Russell)

n

EVALUATION ISSUES
Although the money has
improved with those on the IPL
rosterearning~2.5 lakha match,
the method to evaluate umpires
has been inconsistent. This season,theumpires’reviewcommittee has been disbanded with the
match referee now evaluating

Nigel Llong and Richard Kettleborough are two of the four English
umpires in Elite panel, the most for any country.
GETTY IMAGES

performance. A few years back,
there was an umpire’s coach but
that too has been discontinued.
“The review committee comprising four of us would give
inputsattheendoftheseasonand
decideonperformance.Youneed

tocoachumpiresifthestandards
have to improve. England and
Australiaaresystematicasthere
iscoaching,”saidformerinternational umpire K Hariharan.
A Board official said that the
review committee left umpires

unhappy.“Itwasplayingmoreof
an admonishing role than a productive one,” said the official
requesting anonymity. “We are
now using a system (being
reviewed by the match referee)
that is practised at the ICC.”
The BCCI had invited Simon
Taufel (adjudged best in the
world from 2004 to 2008) to train
umpires.Taufeldeclinedtocommentonthestandardofumpiring
inIndiawhenHT soughtone.SK
Bansal,anotherex-international
umpire who headed the BCCI
Umpires Academy that now lies
defunct,said:“Weneedtolookat
the grassroots. Also, the first
thing we need to teach umpires
are the basics irrespective of
there being a third umpire; stuff
like no-balls, wide balls.”
ACADEMY SHUT
The BCCI Umpires Academy in
Nagpur,whichbeganwithmuch

8
Total
matches

24

KKR head coach Jacques Kallis
said, “We have made mistakes
and as a result lost matches. We
are aware we need to win next
two games. Winning against
KXIP would be very crucial for
us. The batsmen did a fine job in
the last match against Mumbai
Indians. The players need to be
aggressive and show some
intent.”
BothKKRandKXIPneedawin
to survive. Both have 10 points
butKKRarearungabovePunjab
at sixth by virtue of better runrate. KXIP had a disappointing
outingagainstSunrisersHyderabad in their last match, with the
bowlers leaking 212 runs.
KXIPcoachMikeHessonsaid,
“Wehavegiventoomanyrunsin
the Powerplay and in the death
overs. At the same time, we have
struggledwithinjuriestoo.Wedo
not have big hitters like Andre
Russell and Hardik Pandya so,
accordinglywehavemadestructural changes in the team.”
Itwon’tbeeasyforthehoststo
bounce back from three straight
losses. They are over dependent
onKLRahulandChrisGaylebut
it will take good batting from
Mayank Agarwal, Nicholas PooranandDavidMilleriftheywant
to win.

On captaincy,
Chennai Super
Kings refuse to
think beyond MSD
Abhishek Paul
abhishek.paul@htlive.com

CHENNAI: To say Chennai Super

Hard Hitting Openers (eg. CH Gayle)

33.4

Kings XI
Punjab

15
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Why India fails to produce top-level umpires
Khurram Habib

Kolkata Knight
Riders

MOHALI: Shubman Gill’s parents,

Analysed: The six kinds of IPL batsmen

BUNDESLIGA

12.00am (Saturday):
Mainz v Leipzig; live on
Star Sports 3

n

fanfare in 2010 under Arun Jaitley, who chaired the umpires’
committee then, shut in 2013. It
wouldpick30umpiresfromeach
state.Therewouldbeyear-round
theoretical and practical classes
and a test at the end. The BCCI
now hold tests which candidates
must clear but grassroots-level
umpires don’t get the benefit of
year-round classes.
VinodRai,whoheadstheCommittee of Administrators, said
there has been a shortage of
umpires. “We will revive it (the
BCCI umpire’s academy). Also,
this was the first time we conducted Ranji games on such a
largescale.Nowwehaverealised
that there is a shortage and we
havetofillthatupand,inacouple
of weeks, we will take up the
umpiring issue.By takingupthe
issue, we mean we will focus not
just on the number, but also on
the quality of umpires.”

THE PANELS
ELITE PANEL
It has 12 umpires who stand in
Test matches around the
world. Four of these are from
England, three from Australia,
one each from South Africa
Pakistan, New Zealand, Sri
Lanka and India.

EMERGING PANEL
The feeder to the Elite panel, it
has six umpires. India now has
no representative.

INTERNATIONAL PANEL
Each country has a set of
umpires (3 or 4) who can do
ODIs and T20Is. India’s international panel comprises Nitin
Menon, C Shamshuddin, Anil
Choudhary and CK Nandan.

KingshavedominatedtheIndian
Premier League under MS
Dhoni’s captaincy would be an
understatement. They have
made it to every playoff since
2008, barring 2017 and 2018 when
theywerebanned,andhavebeen
champions three times.
To think of CSK, is to think of
Dhoni—thecaptain,thebatsman
and the wicketkeeper. However,
with Dhoni set to turn 38 by next
season, his decision on how to
continuewillbekeenlywatched.
Suresh Raina, who led Chennai Super Kings in two matches
this season, may have left some
clue on it on Wednesday. When
askedhowchallengingitistolead
CSK, when Dhoni is not around,
he replied: “I think I have done
well for Gujarat Lions (as captain) as well as couple of games
for India. I think losing him as a
captain is not an issue, butlosing
him as a batsman is always difficult for us.
“That’s what happened to us
against Hyderabad and Mumbai
Indians(inbothgamesCSKlost).
Hehasdonereallywellinthelast
couple of years as a captain as
well as team mentor.
Probably you might see me
more next season when he says
‘Ok I am done. Now you look
after.’ But I still need more of his
caliber,” Raina said after CSK’s
win over Delhi Capitals. When
proddedfurtheraboutaprobable
date, Raina replied: “No, he has
notgivenanyhint.Ithinkaslong
as he wants to play (he will play).
InChennaiyouknowhow(popular) he is.”
Raina, whose 37-ball 59 along
with Dhoni’s 22-ball 44 helped
their team to 179/4, went on to
explain Dhoni’s impact.
“He gives other players freedomandwhenhecomes(tobat)a
lotofpressureiscreatedonother
teams.FormeIhavedonewellin
captaincy, but as far as my batting is concerned in those two
games,Ididn’tdowell.Whenheis
notintheteamyoucanseethedifference,” Raina said.
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MessidoubleleavesLiverpoolonthebrink
MAGICIAN Argentine scores a brace on way
to his 600th goal for Barca as Reds crash to a
0-3 loss in Champions League first leg semis
Associated Press
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BARCELONA:Facing their toughest

opponents of the season, Barcelona once again turned to Lionel
Messi to move the team within
one step of reaching its first
Champions League final in four
seasons. Messi scored his 599th
and 600th goals for Barcelona to
subdue a Liverpool lineup that
had outplayed the hosts for long
stretches at Camp Nou on
Wednesday but finally succumbed to the Argentine’s mastery.
His double and Luis Suárez’s
early goal against his former
club gave Barcelona a commanding 3-0 win in the first leg
of the Champions League semifinals.
Messi has won the Champions League four times but his
hunger to restore Barcelona as
the best club team on the continent was evident against Liverpool, when he had to almost single-handedly quash a ferocious
comeback attempt by the visitors after Suárez’s 26th-minute
opener.
Messi doubled the lead from a
rebound with 15 minutes left
and followed that up by curling
in a perfectly struck free kick in
the 82nd.
Mohamed Salah nearly
scored a valuable away goal for
Liverpool to take back to next
week’s return leg at Anfield
when he hit the post late.
“It is not over because we are
going to a ground that is very
difficult, with lots of history,
that presses rivals, but we are
happy with today’s game,”
Messi said.
“This is the critical moment,
the best moment, and we have to
be more united than ever. At the
start of the year we said we
would do this together.”
Messi’s double also took his
overall tally for the season to 48
goals and his Champions
League-leading tally to 12 this
campaign.
It was a bitter loss for Jürgen
Klopp’s Liverpool, which is trying to reach consecutive European finals after losing last
year’s decider to Real Madrid.
Even though striker Roberto
Firmino was only fit enough for
the final 12 minutes, Liverpool
dominated long stretches of the
match but failed to finish their
chances.
Barcelona have already

clinched the Spanish league
title, leaving them free to fully
focus on the second leg while
they aim for a rare treble of
titles.
Liverpool don’t have that
same luxury, being in a race
with Manchester City for the
Premier League. They trail City
by one point and visit Newcastle
on Saturday.
The speed of Salah and Sadio
Mané caused Barcelona problems throughout and a flurry of
jitters in its backline.
But Messi was a force at the
other end, making Liverpool’s
defence bend and almost break
on his solo runs until it finally
gave way in the final minutes.
When a lull in the action came
after a frantic start, Barcelona
found a way through to break
the deadlock.
Defender Jordi Alba sent a
perfectly weighted long pass
that was reminiscent of the best
assists of former Barcelona
great Xavi Hernández. The ball
skipped past a backtracking
Virgil Dan Dijk and met the run
of Suárez, who slid and used the
tip of his right boot to tuck the
ball home.
Liverpool pressed Barcelona
into their area after half-time
and succeeded in the rarest of
football feats: taking the ball
away from Barcelona.
James Milner and Salah drew
the saves from Marc -Andre ter
Stegen just after the restart.
Milner then wasted a golden
opportunity when he fired into
Teg Stegen’s arms. That was
when Messi settled the match.
“We played their game, at their
physically demanding pace,”
Messi said.
“We aren’t used to that. We
like having possession of the
ball. We were exhausted, but
that’s what the match
demanded.”
Messi’s first goal came with a
bit of luck after Suárez kneed a
volley against the bar and the
ball fell straight to Messi, who
chested it down and tapped it
into an empty net. The second
was spectacular.
After he was fouled by Fabinho well outside the area,
Messi struck a swerving,
left-foot strike past a diving
Alisson and into the corner of
the net.
“We know what Messi can do
but he does not stop surprising
us,” Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverde said.

Klopp all praise
for ‘unstoppable’
Argentinian

Agencies
n
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BARCELONA:Jurgen Klopp admit-
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HOW MESSI GOT TO 600 GOALS

Most free-kick goals for Barcelona

We take a look at when Messi reached various scoring landmarks on the way to 600 goals

↓ GAMES
800

May 1,2019
vs. Liverpool

Number of games

April 23,2017
vs. Real Madrid
April 18,2015
vs. Valencia

600
Feb 16,2013
vs. Granada
400

Jan 16,2010
vs. Sevilla

190th
game

Nov 1,2011
vs. Vik. Plzen

683rd

578th

100th

366th

300th

Player

Free-kick goals Matches played for Barcelona Years

Lionel Messi

42

683

2008-2019

Ronald Koeman

26

252

1989-1995

Ronaldinho

20

207

2003-2008

There are six players to beat for Messi to get the club goal record

286th

200th

Messi has added to his collection with the strike against Liverpool

Players with 600+ club goals

471st

200

0
GOALS →

Lionel Messi celebrates his
second goal for Barcelona
with Luis Suarez in the 75th
minute of the match against
Liverpool at Camp Nou on
Wednesday.
GETTY

400th

500th

600th

Player

Goals

Matches

Years

Romario (Barcelona etc.)

694

902

1985-2009

Josef Bican (Slavia Prague etc.)

682

468

1928-1955

Pele (Santos etc.)

680

723

1958-1977

Ferenc Puskas (Real Madrid etc.)

625

635

1943-1966

Gerd Müller (Bayern Munich etc.)

615

636

1963-1981

Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid etc.)

600

800

2002-2019

Lionel Messi (Barcelona)

600

683

2004-2019

ted Lionel Messi was “unstoppable” on Wednesday after he left
Liverpool needing a miracle to
reach the Champions League
final. “He’s unstoppable,” said
Klopp after the match.
“Obviously we couldn’t
defend the free-kick. What a
strike. He’s a world-class player
but I knew that already. It’s no
surprise.”
Klopp could only smile after
Messi’s curling shot nestled in
the top corner but this result
was harsh on his side.
“I said to the boys I was proud
of how we played against a side
like this,” Klopp said.
“If you lose away it’s not a
massive problem as long as you
score a goal. That’s our problem
tonight — it doesn’t make our
life any easier.”
“Football is like this. It is
about scoring goals and they
scored three and we scored none
but the performance was really
good, the boys played a super
game to be honest but against a
side like Barcelona, a few
moments are enough to give
them the opportunity,” Klopp
said.
“What can I say? I am really
happy with the performance but
of course not too happy with the
result, we have to take that,
that’s football and we know that.
You don’t get grades, only a
hard result and we have to
accept that.”
Klopp’s side had their chances too with James Milner having two shots saved and
Mohamed Salah striking the
post.
“That is how it is. How we created the moments was outstanding, how we caused them problems was outstanding, we controlled the game so well. We
went in at halftime, analysed
the half, told the boys what we
can do better and what have to
do it again.
I don’t know if we can play it
much better to be honest,” he
said.
“But then you have that one
moment, the ball hits the crossbar... and then Messi is there for
an easy goal. Then a wonder
strike again, that is how it is.
That ball was obviously unsaveable,”
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Notice to Shareholders
Compulsory transfer of Equity Shares relating to unclaimed dividend for the ﬁnancial year 2011-12 to Investor
Education and Protection Fund Suspense Account.
This Notice is published pursuant to the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 read with the Investor Education and Protection
Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 (“the Rules”) notiﬁed by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
and amendments thereto.
This is to remind the Shareholders of the Company to claim their unclaimed/unpaid dividends. As you are aware, dividend
declared by the Company is remitted either electronically or by sending dividend warrants/demand drafts to the registered
address of the eligible shareholders. As per Section 124(5) of the Companies Act, 2013, all dividends remaining unpaid or
unclaimed for a period of seven years are required to be transferred by the Company to the ‘Investor Education and Protection
Fund’ (IEPF) established by the Central Government. Further, as per the IEPF Rules as amended, we regularly upload on
website of the Company and that of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India, full details of all unpaid or unclaimed
dividends.
Section 124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013, requires that all shares, in respect of which dividends have not been
paid or claimed for seven consecutive years or more, shall also be transferred by the Company in the name of
IEPF. Ministry of Corporate Affairs has issued notiﬁcations regarding transfer of shares to IEPF and also notiﬁed ‘Investor
Education and Protection Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016’ (‘the Rules’), which have
come into force w.e.f. 7th September, 2016. The Rules, inter alia, contain provisions for transfer of all shares referred above
to the ‘IEPF Suspense Account’. The Company has sent individual communication and the dispatch of the same has been
completed on 1st May, 2019 to those shareholders whose shares are liable to be transferred to IEPF under the said Rules
at their latest available address. The Company has uploaded the details of such shareholders along with their folio no./DP
& client Id and shares due for transfer to IEPF on its website at www.petronetlng.com. Unpaid or unclaimed dividends in
respect of Dividend for the ﬁnancial year 2011-12 will also be transferred to IEPF, which may be claimed by the shareholders
from IEPF Authority, as per IEPF Rules.
In case, we do not receive your claim as per the above said communication by 2nd August, 2019, all your relevant shares
alongwith unclaimed dividend on such shares (whether held in physical or electronic form) will be transferred by the Company
to the IEPF as per the statutory requirement as stated above.
You may kindly note that subsequent to such transfer of shares and dividend to IEPF, all future beneﬁts which may accrue
there under, including future dividend, will be credited to IEPF. You may note that, after the above-referred transfer is made,
refunds from IEPF can be claimed only by complying with the provisions of aforesaid Rules and a link in this regard has been
given on the website of the Company under Investor Section.
For your ready reference, the provisions of IEPF Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 and
amendments thereto, have been made available under the Investor section of Company’s website: www.petronetlng.com.
For further clariﬁcations or assistance, you may write to us at:
(i) Shri S. V. Raju, DGM
Unit: Petronet LNG Limited
Karvy Fintech Private Limited
Karvy Selenium Tower B, Plot 31-32, Gachibowli
Financial District, Nanakramguda, Hyderabad - 500032
Email ID: raju.sv@karvy.com
Tel: 040-6716 2222/1800-345-4001

(ii) Shri Rajan Kapur
Vice President - Company Secretary
Petronet LNG Limited
World Trade Centre, Babar Road, Barakhamba Lane,
New Delhi - 110001
Email ID: investors@petronetlng.com
Tel: 011-23411411/23472525
For Petronet LNG Limited
Sd/(Rajan Kapur)
Vice President - Company Secretary

Place: New Delhi
Date: 1st May, 2019
Attention Members

Appeal to Members

(1) Non acceptance of request for (2) Mandatory updation of PAN Green Initiative in Corporate Governance
transfer of shares in physical form and Bank details against your
Shareholding
with effect from April 1, 2019
Pursuant to NSE circular no. NSE/
CML/2018/38
dated
December
03, 2018 and BSE vide Circular
No. LIST/COMP/31/2018-19 dated
December 03, 2018, Registrar and
Share Transfer Agent (RTA) and the
Company will not accept any request
for transfer of shares in physical form
with effect from April 1, 2019. This
restriction shall not be applicable to
the request received for transmission
or transposition of physical shares.

Pursuant to SEBI circular dated
20th April, 2018, shareholders,
whose ledger folios do not have
or having incomplete details with
regard to PAN and Bank particulars,
are required to compulsorily furnish
the PAN and Bank details to the
RTA at einward.ris@karvy.com/
the Company at investors@
petronetlng.com for registration in
the folio so that the investments held
by you will be fully protected with
proper KYC compliance.

We solicit your valuable cooperation and
support in our endeavour to contribute our
bit to the environment and it is earnestly
requested again that the Members who
have yet not registered/updated their e-mail
ids to notify the same to the Company at
investors@petronetlng.com or to the
Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the
Company at einward.ris@karvy.com or to
the concerned depository.
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IAAF to ignore court on key
issue in Semenya case
BIASED? Athletics body won’t follow CAS suggestion on enforcing rule in 1,500m
Associated Press
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LAUSANNE: Track and field’s gov-

erning body plans to ignore an
important recommendation
from the presiding court in the
Caster Semenya case, fuelling
the debate that contentious testosterone-limiting regulations
have been introduced to specifically target the South African
runner. The Court of Arbitration
for Sport ruled that the IAAF
could force certain women to
lower their testosterone levels in
events from 400 metres to the
mile. But the court recommended that the IAAF delay
enforcing the rules in 1,500
metres and the mile.
When asked at a news conference in Doha on Thursday if he
would heed that advice from
sport’s highest court, IAAF president Sebastian Coe gave a oneword answer: “No.”
In Wednesday’s ruling, CAS
said its recommendation was
made because the IAAF didn’t
have sufficient evidence — the
court called it “a paucity of evidence” — that the high natural
testosterone levels of Semenya
and other runners gave them a
significant advantage in 1,500m,
a race also known as the ‘metric
mile’. However, it was only a recommendation and not a ruling.
Coe answered two questions
related to the case on Thursday,
first saying he was “really grateful” to CAS for the ruling. But he
declined to answer a third.
“That’s as much as I feel I really
need to say on this subject,” Coe
said.
TO RUN IN DOHA
Semenya, a two-time Olympic
champion in 800m, is expected to
run on Friday in Doha for the last

Semenya made to
suffer, wronged,
says Dutee Chand
Agencies
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Indian sprinter Dutee
Chand on Thursday said Caster
Semenya’s court defeat over testosterone rules was “wrong”, but
backed the Olympic 800m champion to overcome the potentially
far-reaching ruling. Chand, who
fought and won a long battle over
her own hyperandrogenism, or
elevated levels of male sex hormones, said she felt sorry for the
South African. “This is wrong. I
feel sad for her, she has been
made to suffer like me,” Chand,
23, said.

n

Caster Semenya is a two-time Olympic champion in women’s 800m.

time before the IAAF rules start
being enforced next week.
The inclusion of the 1,500
metres in the rules is significant
because Semenya has used that
race as an alternative to her
favourite event and has had
some success. She won a bronze
medal in 1,500m at the 2017
World Championships in London.
If Semenya fails to follow to
the new rules, she could run
longer distances like the 5,000m
and not have to medicate. She
hasn’t indicated what she will
do.
Semenya believes the IAAF is
deliberately focusing on her
because of her success. She has
been dominant over the past
three years in 800m and has

improved in 1,500m.
She gave her strongest criticism yet of the IAAF when she
said in a statement on Wednesday in the wake of the CAS decision that the governing body’s
“regulations have always targeted me specifically”. “For a
decade the IAAF has tried to
slow me down, but this has actually made me stronger,” she said.
Besides her two Olympic
titles, the 28-year-old is also a
three-time world champion in
800m. She has run the fourth,
sixth and eighth fastest times
ever in the two-lap race.
Following Coe’s terse reply,
the IAAF clarified its stance on
keeping 1,500m under its testosterone rules after a request for
comment.

REUTERS

“We have enough evidence
from the field across all the disciplines covered by our regulations so they will remain
included in the regulations,” the
IAAF said.
The IAAF conceded it has less
data in the 1,500m and mile than
it has in 400m and 800m, but
“CAS’ decision clearly states
that our regulations, as they
stand, are necessary, reasonable
and proportionate so we will
keep them as they are and
administer them with care and
compassion.”
Coe will be in Doha on Friday
when Semenya and another athlete with a high testosterone condition, Olympic silver medallist
Francine Niyonsaba, run in 800
metres.

WAMBUI SLAMS RULING
NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic 800m
bronze medal winner Margaret
Nyairera Wambui, who has herself faced questions over her testosterone levels, slammed
IAAF’s ruling against rival
Caster Semenya. “This life sometimes is so unfair”, Wambui
tweeted. “Everything that happens, happens with a reason
Caster. This is life we Africans
have nothing to say in this world
and (there is) nothing we can do
about it, so pole (sorry) my dear —
so painful.”
ASA CONSIDERS
CAPETOWN:Athletics South Africa
(ASA) is considering approaching the Swiss Federal Tribunal
after the Court of Arbitration for
Sport(CAS) dismissed Caster
Semenya’s appeal against regulations to limit naturally-occurring
testosterone levels in athletes
with differences of sexual development (DSDs).

‘World Cup will have
beautiful tracks to bat on’
Ankit Kumar Singh
n

ankit.singh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: India’s victory in the
1983 World Cup in England was a
watershed moment in the history of cricket in the country.
Watching Kapil Dev and his
teammates lift the World Cup at
the balcony at Lord’s inspired
youngsters from across the
nation to pick up the sport — one
such young boy was Sachin Tendulkar, who himself went on to
win a World Cup in 2011.
As the World Cup returns to
England this year, Tendulkar
hopes Virat Kohli and Co can
reprise the heroics of ‘Kapil’s
Devils’.
“Hopefully, it (the cup) will be
coming to India,” Tendulkar said
on the first day of the Tendulkar
Middlesex Global Academy
(TMGA) camps here on Thursday.
India made the finals of the
Champions Trophy two years
ago on English soil, losing to Pakistan, and Tendulkar thinks conditions are going to be similar

n

Sachin Tendulkar.

GETTY IMAGES

this time around.
“I am told, it’s going to be a hot
summer. I have noticed even if
you see last time when we played
the Champions Trophy, the
wickets were superb. When the
sun is out and it’s hot, the wicket
gets really flat. I’m sure they are
going to give beautiful tracks to
bat on,” Tendulkar said.
“I don’t think there will be
much difference in the conditions unless there is a heavy
cloud cover. When there is cloud
cover, the ball might move
around a bit but that happens in
any part of the world for some
time, but I don’t see it happening
for a longer duration. Just for a

few overs, if at all. But if the sun
is out like this, I don’t see much of
lateral movement.”
With only two weeks separating the Indian Premier League’s
conclusion and the commencement of the World Cup, there
have been concerns about players not getting enough time to
adjust to a different format and
conditions. Tendulkar, though,
believes switching from one format to another is a non-issue and
a confident player can excel anywhere.
“Good performance in any
format is good because it is confidence. The striking of the ball,
when it hits the bat and creates
that sound — that to me is confidence,” Tendulkar said.
“When we go there, we will
still have some time to make
adjustments to the 50-over format. I know players have played
enough cricket to understand
that. They constantly keep making adjustments from Test
cricket to ODIs and from ODIs to
T20s and going back to Test
cricket.”

TN, Haryana resist BCCI reforms
Khurram Habib
n

khurram.habib@htlive.com

NEW DELHI:Tamil Nadu and Haryana are the only two major
states that have not yet reached
consensus with the CoA and
have not been deemed as states
conforming to the new BCCI
constitution or even coming
close to it. The two states have
been mainly demanding concession on disqualified members’
right to be in state committees.
The Amicus Curiae PS Narasimha, and the Committee of
Administrators, along with
BCCI officials, have been locked
in meetings over the past few
days with state bodies to resolve
differences. The Amicus has
spent close to 150 hours in discussions and seems to have

managed to get CoA and most
state bodies on common ground,
while allowing certain concessions. This should allow decks to
be cleared for BCCI and state
bodies’ elections soon.
A top state body official privy
to the matters said, “Altogether
around 29 state bodies (out of 38)
have resolved matters, with
some like Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh saying they
just need to place it in front of
their general body, a mere formality.
It is just Tamil Nadu and Haryana, and a couple other smaller
states, who are acting tough,
especially on disqualified members not being allowed place in
the committees or being able to
represent the states. The
Supreme Court is very clear on

this matter. It doesn’t want them
to return to the fold.”
Disqualified members are
those that have already completed 18 years (nine at BCCI and
nine at state) as office-bearer, or
are 70 years old. There have
been six or seven senior members from who are keen to be
part of committees and want to
represent the state bodies in
meetings.
The CoA’s stance is that the
Supreme Court has made it
clear that disqualified members
can’t be part of committees
either.
It has also been learnt that
most states have agreed on giving voting rights to players who
represent India, though there
has been opposition to giving it
to first-class players.
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’
Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but it’s
hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp clarity
of thought in her. “I was
nervous before the trailer came
out but after that, everything is
so exciting,” says Ananya, as
she talks about her dream
debut film, Student of The Year
2 (SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday and
nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always want
to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I just
love movies in general and
especially Bollywood films,
which have always fascinated
me. Obviously, my dad has

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is doing
their job, so I don’t take it
to heart. I have been very
open about my feelings
and if I find someone cute
and have a crush on him,
it’s normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such good
looking people, it’s normal
to have crushes. And I am
not shy, I like owning up to
my feelings. Kartik is a
good friend as well as my
co-actor. Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people are
not going to believe me,
so I will just say that he is
very cute (laughs).

been an inspiration. Just to see
him be part of such an amazing
world, and act, gave birth to my
dream as well. I’ve always
maintained that I am

Your dose of
thrill for the
weekend

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

PHOTO: HTCS

Bollywood’s biggest fan. So
much so, that I am star struck
all the time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When I
told him I genuinely want to be
an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully, when
the film comes out, people like
and accept me. I am fine with

whatever decision they make,
but they should watch the film
first. I really don’t want any
negative connotations when it
comes to associating my name
with dad. He has worked very
hard to make a name for
himself and I’ll never feel
ashamed to be his daughter.
After all, it’s my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her but
I think we both are very real,
and that shows. Alia is my real
inspiration as she has only
done what she wanted to do.
She has made her own
decisions and taken up such
interesting work. Also, you will
never hear that Alia is not
talented. I hope people start
believing that of me as well.
Obviously, I’ve to work hard to
reach that level but that’s an
admirable thing about her.
n

Sreyashi Ghosh
fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t

A

tarring debutant Karan
Kapadia and Sunny Deol,
Blank is all set to release
today. The film has been
appreciated by critics and the
industry, alike.
Karan Kapadia, who is
getting an unconventional
debut vehicle, has been
appreciated by critics for his
acting skills. Sunny Deol, who
is back in his element, and in

S

an avatar he is loved for the
most, has got audiences
excited to see him back in
action on the silver screen.
Sunny plays an ATS officer,
who wants to catch terrorists
who have smuggled deadly
substances into the city. He
and his team are on high
alert, when they find Hanif
(Karan) with a bomb strapped
to his chest. The story is an

edge-of-the-seat thriller with a
lot of twists and turns that
will leave the audience
intrigued. “Blank is an
high-octane thriller that is
bound to keep you glued to
your seat. Come get
entertained, you won’t be
disappointed,” says director
Behzad Khambata.
Carnival Motion Pictures
and EaseMyTrip.com present,

an Echelon Production,
produced by Shrikant Bhasi,
Nishant Pitti, Tony D'souza,
Vishal Rana and &Pictures,
Blank starring Karan
Kapadia and Sunny Deol in
lead roles. Directed by Behzad
Khambata, Blank is set to
release today and is a
Panorama Studios
Distribution nationwide
— HTC
release.

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin, Joe
and Nick — ended their
Wednesday night on a high
note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an electrifying
performance at the Billboard
Music awards (BBMA).
However, the fun didn’t end
there. From there, they went to
a local chapel in Las Vegas,
USA, to be part of Joe’s
surprise wedding with fiancée,
actor Sophie Turner.

J

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Iwanttoteachacting,saysPankaj
Pankaj Tripathi

Karan Kapadia and Sunny
Deol in a still from Blank

First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license
on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned in to
kiss his wife, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. The video of the
two sharing a kiss went viral in
HTC
no time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY

always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the
latest member of the
Kapoor family to turn
film-maker. The actor turned
producer is backing a horror
comedy web series. Talking
about taking the plunge,
Tusshar says, “As a first time
producer, I’ve consulted my
family members on many
occasions with regards to the
legal and financial aspects of
film-making. Every advice
coming from my family
members, who’ve made
several films, does come
handy. Also, I’d like to be part
of different kinds of shows as I
believe the online medium is
like a limitless galaxy that

T

transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with
other mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be
funding. “I’d be actively
involved in every aspect of the
film-making process as I’ve
grown up and worked for
several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand
the importance of several
minds coming together to
make a good story on
celluloid,” says Tusshar, who
is the second generation film-

maker in their family, after
sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned.
However, we have chosen our
own distinct paths, which is
evident from the kind of
movies we’ve been a part of in
our respective careers. I can’t
really say how similar or
different we are as producers,
as I’ve only begun making my
first project. On a lighter note
the important aspects about a
film that will always be
common to both of us is,
entertainment, entertainment
and entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Tusshar Kapoor

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(noV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA

Setters 10:25AM 08:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:35AM 01:05PM
03:45PM 06:15PM 08:45PM
10:55PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 10:45AM
01:15PM 03:15PM 06:25PM
08:25PM 11:25PM
Blank 12:45PM 05:55PM 11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 03:40PM

Avengers: Endgame 3D 12:20PM
10:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
03:45PM 07:15PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT
MALL, CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 12:25PM
03:40PM 06:35PM 07:20PM
10:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 04:00PM 07:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:45AM
04:20PM 09:50PM

DID YOU KNOW?
The 1997 film, Dil TO Pagal Hai, was
the first HiNdi film tO be shOt iN the
GermaN city Of BadeN-BadeN aNd
its theme park EurOpa-Park.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3074

PVR: ELANTE, CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

FPOOR
DMIIO
C A N N OT
ANUGMM
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Proof, idiom, canton, magnum
ANSWER: Verse, singing, and speech have a common origin. Jean-Philippe Rameau

Surprisedtogetoffersfor
bolddramas:AshaNegi
Kavita Awaasthi

Wonder
Woman at 1820

EDITOR’S
PICK

1020 Happy Feet
1219 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
1421 Ocean’s Eight
1615 Justice League
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 The Karate Kid
2339 Evolution

Mard The Khiladi
at 1725
1050 Anari No 1
1420 Nazrana
1725 Mard The Khiladi
2010 Khuda Gawah

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Verse, siNgiNg, aNd speech have a ____ ____.
- JeaN-Philippe Rameau (6,6)

MOVIES ON TV

Zombieland at 1910

Jack Reacher at 2100

0911 Ong Bak 2
1101 Rise of The Planet of The
Apes
1257 Black Panther
1529 Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes
United
1652 Bleeding Steel
1910 Zombieland

1025 Ghosts of Girlfriends Past
1205 Striptease
1345 No Strings Attached
1511 Beef
1728 The Hunter’s Prayer
1907 Arthur
2100 Jack Reacher
2223 Police Story 2

Holiday: A Soldier Is Never
Off Duty at 2000

Happy New Year
at 1712

1127 Roadside Rowdy
1417 Bhai: Mera Big Brother
1701 Chandramukhi
2000 Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty
2321 Resident Evil

1136 Secret Superstar
1449 Shaktishali No 1
1712 Happy New
Year
2100 Khoonkhar
2334 Bengal Tiger

sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere
Darmiyaan that aired in 2016.
The actor chose to not take up
shows as they didn’t “offer
anything new or interesting”.
Asha admits that she used to
worry about being out of
sight, out of mind but then
decided that it was better to
work on herself and wait for a
good script than taking up
whatever work came her
way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I
didn’t want to feel
demotivated by doing work
that I didn’t want to do. I
wanted to feel strongly about
my work. I have no regrets
about the break. It helped me
a lot.”
What she found strange
was that she got offers for bold
content on the web. “I didn’t
know why but I got many
offers for bold roles in web
shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at times,
they are forced and put in for

A

SCORPIO
(oCT 24 - noV 22)

the heck of it. I was not up for
it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of
storyline doesn’t work for me.
On the other hand, I also got
lead roles in TV shows, with
done-to-death concepts. I
didn’t want to repeat myself
after doing TV for almost five
years. So, that’s why I took
the break. It was a good
change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”
n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

SHE HAS NOW SHOT
FOR A DIGITAL SHOW
AND SAYS IT IS
EXACTLY WHAT SHE
WAS LOOKING FOR

Uglydolls English 09:10AM
05:45PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:15AM 12:45PM
02:45PM 06:15PM 07:55PM
11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:30AM 11:20AM 12:15PM
01:20PM 03:10PM 04:05PM
05:10PM 07:00PM 07:55PM
09:00PM 10:50PM 11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English
10:25AM 06:05PM
Kalank 02:15PM
The Tashkent Files 09:55PM
After English 10:55PM

PVR: 4DX ELANTE
CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
4DX 08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame 09:00AM
12:00PM 03:00PM 03:50PM
07:40PM 11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:15AM 05:55PM 09:45PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
12:00PM 06:50PM 09:50PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Avengers: Endgame English, 3D:
09:00 AM 04:00 PM 07:30 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 2D:
10:00 AM 07:05 PM
Avengers: Endgame English, 2D:
12:05 PM 04:30 PM 08:00 PM 10:35
PM 11:30 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 3D,
12:30 PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE IT
PARK, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:05AM 05:45PM 09:35PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:00PM 03:50PM 07:40PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 01:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:20AM
06:40PM

PVR: VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 03:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 10:00AM
11:00AM 01:50PM 02:50PM
05:40PM 09:30PM 10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:00PM 12:50PM 04:40PM
07:40PM 08:30PM
11:30PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM
10:00AM 11:40AM 02:50PM
05:20PM 08:30PM 11:00PM

PVR: GOLD VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:30AM 02:20PM 06:10PM
10:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:00AM
04:40PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 03:40PM
06:35PM 07:20PM 10:10PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame (3D)
03:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
10:45AM 01:25PM 02:25PM
04:05PM 08:00PM 10:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 11:45AM 12:25PM
01:30PM 04:20PM 05:20PM
10:55PM
A Dog’s Way Home English
07:00PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT MALL,
SECTOR 17, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English,
3D 09:00 AM 12:00 PM 12:25 PM
03:40 PM 06:35 PM 07:20 PM 10:10
PM 11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English,
2D 12:40 PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi, 2D
09:35 AM 04:00 PM 07:15 PM
Blackia Punjabi, 2D 09:45 AM
04:20 PM 09:50 PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 11:45AM
02:30PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:10AM 11:30AM 01:50PM
06:20PM 08:40PM 10:50PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:15AM
12:45PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
07:45PM 10:15PM 11:15PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
11:45AM 06:45PM
Blank 09:40AM 04:10PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM 02:35PM
07:25PM 10:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:20AM 12:00PM 05:30PM
08:05PM
Avengers: Endgame 09:30AM
10:20PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
10:00AM 12:00PM 05:20PM
07:20PM 09:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
01:05PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
01:40PM 03:40PM 11:00PM
Setters 04:45PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA (ZIRAKPUR)
Avengers: Endgame Hindi,
3Dsee showtimes in other nearby
cinemas 08:30 AM 10:15 AM 11:45
AM 02:00 PM 03:30 PM 05:45 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English
07:15PM
Atmos 09:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:00AM 11:30AM 05:35PM
08:15PM 10:55PM
Blank 09:20AM 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:35AM 02:35PM
04:30PM 07:30PM 10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame 11:30AM
03:00PM 06:30PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 12:30PM 04:00PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
07:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:05AM 02:55PM 08:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:50AM
05:25PM 10:45PM
Blank 12:40PM 10:00PM
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ENTERTAINMENT htcity

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
FR IDAY, M AY 03 , 2 01 9

Actor Elle Fanning, Yorgos named
in 72nd Cannes jury panel
ctor Elle Fanning,
French graphic
novelist Enki Bilal,
and the Oscar-nominated
director of The Favourite,
Yorgos Lanthimos, will be
joining the jury at the Cannes
Film Festival next month,
organisers said on Monday.
The world’s biggest cinema
showcase kicks off on the
French Riviera on May 14, with
Mexican director Alejandro
Gonzalez Iñárritu presiding
over the panel that decides on
prizes, including the top Palme
D’Or award.
Split between four men
and four women, the jury
for the festival’s 72nd edition
will also include Pawel
Pawlikowski, the Polish
filmmaker and screenwriter
named best director at Cannes
last year for the Cold War.
Comic book creator Bilal,
best known for his Nikopol
trilogy of science fiction novels,
has also directed feature films,
including 2004’s Immortal.
Fanning, who started

A

working in movies as a child,
has starred in several films in
competition at Cannes in
recent years, including The
Beguiled by Sofia Coppola in
2017.
Maimouna N’Diaye, who
has directed documentaries
and acted in films such as Otar
Iosseliani’s Chasing Butterflies
(1992), will also
sit on the panel, alongside
two other female directors —
Kelly Reichardt from the
US and Italy’s Alicia
Rohrwacher.
Reichardt’s Wendy and
Lucy was a contender for
Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
award in 2008. Rohrwacher
won best screenplay at Cannes
last year for her film Happy as
Lazzaro, a satirical fable about
a peasant family.
French filmmaker Robin
Campillo, who took Cannes by
storm in 2017 with 120 BPM Beats Per Minute, winning the
Grand Prix for his movie about
an AIDS activist, will complete
the line-up.

The May 14-25 festival will
kick off with US director Jim
Jarmusch’s latest film,The
REUTERS
Dead Don’t Die.

03

Yorgos
Lanthimos

Elle Fanning has starred in several films that have competed at
Cannes in recent years
PHOTO: CHRIS DELMAS/AFP
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HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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IAMBATTLING
ALLMY
INSECURITIES:
TISCACHOPRA

Cassel latest entrant on
Westworld’s season 3
ctor Vincent Cassel has
landed a key role in the
upcoming third season
of the TV drama series
Westworld.
The 52-year-old, known for
films such as Ocean’s Twelve
(2004), Black Swan (2010) and
Jason Bourne (2016), is the
latest newcomer for the show’s
third season, following the
castings of Lena Waithe and
Aaron Paul. The details of the
characters, to be played by the
three actors are being kept
under wraps, reported
Deadline. Westworld, created
and executive produced by
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy,
is currently filming and doesn’t
have a release date yet.

A

he has been a part of the
film industry since 1993
doing roles here and
there, but she found fame
in Bollywood only after starring
in Taare Zameen Par (2007).
However, Tisca Chopra says she
would not like to change
anything about her journey. In
fact, she credits her initial
failures for shaping her career
today.
“A year back or two, I would
have said that I would like to go
back in time to when I was 17
and make different choices and
do different things. But as I am
getting on with my life, I am
realising that career is a very
small part of your life. The
initial failure has been a
fabulous teacher. I have evolved
into this confident person and
exploring myself in my career
like I’ve never done before,”
shares Tisca, who has starred in
films such as Taqdeerwala
(1995), Qissa (2013), Dil Toh
Baccha Hai Ji (2011) among
others.
The actor, who calls herself
“more fearless, kind, generous
and thoughtful”, says that she is
“battling with all her
insecurities and slowly moving

S

towards becoming more
secure.”
And with this new
confidence, Tisca is turning a
new page in her career as she is
set to direct her first Bollywood
film, which she also produces
and stars in. “With this project, I
have challenged myself
severely. I’ve pushed myself to
the extent of writing. I’m
already ready with the first two
drafts of the film and there will
be a third draft, and I am very
particular about the story
coming out right. It is a thriller
and hopefully, it will turn out
good,” she says, sharing that she
is yet to begin the casting
process. “I am pretty clear about
the people I want, and most of
them are my friends. They are
also very successful actors. I
think if the script is good and
tight, it will attract good actors,”
she says.
Meanwhile, Tisca has her
hands full with other interesting
projects — she’s hosting a
crime-based show as well as
starring in a web series. She
says her role in it is a “dream”.
“It’s so great that I’m getting to
do such parts. This is such a
great space to be in. I feel like
I’ve just started,” she concludes.
n

Nirupama Dutt

ention to singersongwriter Alka
Yagnik that she is the
number one global artist on
YouTube and she is beyond
surprised and shocked. She
says “never in a million
years”, she expected that she
would achieve such a
milestone.
“I never had a clue that
the songs I have sung have
become so popular that
people are listening to them
across the globe. It’s really a
great feeling, and I am
shocked, surprised and
everything else with this
news,” says Alka Yagnik
who is known for hits such
as Baazigar O Baazigar
(Baazigar, 1993), Mere
Khwabon Mein Tu (Gupt,
1997) and Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna (Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna, 2006).
With a massive total of 197
million views, Alka sits at
the top of this week’s weekly

Actor Tisca
Chopra is
hosting a
crime-based
show
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/
HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

M

YouTube Global artists’
charts. The 53-year-old
singer feels blessed to be able
to have made such an
impact. “I started singing
back in the ’90s. There wasn’t
much available, in terms of
how many people are
listening and liking your
songs. Even live shows
weren’t common, unlike now
when they are more
popular,” she says.
The singer adds that it’s
only now that she has started
doing stage shows, things
have changed. “Now, when I
do shows, people ask me to
sing those songs that I had
sung in the ’90s, and I had no
idea that they are so popular,
that people still want to
listen to them,” adds Alka.
With the advent of the
Internet, and access to
international music, she
says she’s excited to see that
her music is “still
relevant”. She says, “It
obviously feels good and nice
that people love listening to
your music. That’s the only
thing I always wanted to do,
which was music, and to
see that my songs are still
relevant, when there is
so much competition
and so much new
music, that it fills my
heart up,” she signs
off.
n

elefilms are nothing new
for city’s veteran theatre
actor and director Rani
Balbir Kaur. She must have
acted in a dozen or so in her
zenith and directed quite a
few. However, when young
director Gurpreet Singh
approached her for ‘Nasoor’
(canker), an hour-long film on
the theme of violence against
women in which a
grandmother takes it upon
herself to avenge the
gangrape of her
granddaughter, the film
meant so much to her.
“The stories of violation of
women, girls and even little
babies that appear in the
media leave me so appalled.
The anger that I have shown
in the film is the anger I feel
in life. I too have a
granddaughter and I pray for
the safety of all girls,” says
Rani, who remains expressive
as she was some four decades
ago.
Gurpreet adds, “I did not
choose her for the role but she
chose it herself on the
strength of her persona.”
The response that has come
from those who have seen
promos of the film is
tremendous with Rani getting
much appreciation for her
enactment.
In fact, for likes of us who
have witnessed her beauty
and style in her halcyon days,
the comments come as a bit of
a surprise as they say, “It
looks like an amazing film and
the old lady actor is
awesome!”
Well, our Rani may be well
into her 70s, but she remains
the young girl that she always
was. The diva of stage and
television, who has worked

T

Shocked to be number HoultdefendTolkienbiopic
one global artist: Alka A
Samarth Goyal

The second season of the
series, based on the Michael
Crichton film of the same
name, featured Evan Rachel
Wood, Jeffrey Wright, Thandie
Newton, Ed Harris, and Tessa
Thompson.
PTI

When grandma wields the gun

The actor credits her initial failures
for shaping her career today
Juhi Chakraborty

Vincent Cassel PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor Nicholas Hoult has
defended his upcoming
movie Tolkien, a biopic of
JRR Tolkien, the iconic
author of the Lord of the
Rings and The Hobbit series,
saying the writer’s life has
been treated “respectfully” in
the film.
Last week, the Tolkien
family and estate had raised
objections to the film saying
they did “not endorse” the
biopic, which will release
next month. The Dome
Karukoski film features Hoult
as the eponymous character

and Lily Collins as his wife,
Edith Bratt.
According to The
Independent, Hoult told Press
Association, “I think it’s been
done very respectfully, as a
fan. It’s the story that stands
alone. Such a remarkable life,
his relationships, what he
endured in World War I. What
inspired him, hopefully it will
inspire new audiences now.”
Karukoski described the
film as a “labour of love” and
said he is ready to address the

Tolkien family’s concerns.
“They haven’t seen the film. It
is done with respect and
admiration. It’s a dramatic,
beautiful, cinematic tale,” the
PTI
director said.

Rani Balbir Kaur with young actor Pawan Dhiman during the
shooting of the telefilm ‘Nasoor’.

THESPIAN RANI
BALBIR KAUR
AVENGES RAPE IN A
PUNJABI TELEFILM
with the likes of MS Sathyu
and Balwant Gargi in
telefilms, says, “Gurpreet, the
young director, was amazing
and he made it clear from the
beginning that the film was to
have no melodrama, no makeup for the artistes and no
artificial sets. Even the scare-

HT PHOTO

crow with which the film
opens was one put up by a
farmer in the wheat fields.”
However, what really went to
her heart was the theme of the
film and her role in it as she
went improvising dialogues
which rose from her soul.
What was new to the
seasoned actor was that she
held a double-barreled gun for
the first time. “It was a real
gun, but the cartridges were
fake. However, they made the
same din and I started at first.
But then, I was quite
comfortable shooting with it.”
Atta girl! We wait to see you
more often on screen.

Nicholas
Hoult

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

The singer
says she’s
glad her music
is “still
relevant”
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WEATHER

shortstories
TWO EVENING
FLIGHTS DIVERTED
AMID WIND, RAIN
CHANDIGARH: Chandigarh-bound
passengers from Delhi were left
harried as two flights were
diverted due to bad weather on
Thursday evening. Amid winds
blowing at 30 to 40 kilometre per
hour, the city received 2.2mm rain
between 5:30pm and 8:30pm.
Weatherman said a western
disturbance is active in the city
and is likely to bring more rain and
winds on Friday.
››P2

3 Sector-45 traders booked
for obstructing challan drive
CHANDIGARH:A high drama was
witnessed near the motor market
in Sector 45 on Wednesday
evening when three shopkeepers
got into an argument with traffic
policemen clamping wrongly
parked cars on the roadside. The
shopkeepers raised slogans
against the cops and even sat in
front of a clamped car, which led to
an FIR against them.
››P2

Parties on poaching spree
CHANDIGARH :The season of
turncoats is at peak as the race
for the city seat hots up. The two
major parties in fray have managed to poach leaders from each
other over past two weeks. ››P3

debate of
the week
STRIKE RATE

SHOULD THE
LAWYERS GO
ON STRIKE?
Lawyers struck work for four
days last week, stalling
court work, which caused
inconvenience to litigants.
What can be done to
prevent the recurrence of
strikes? How else should
lawyers air their grievances?
Share your views with
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by May 3.

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019
Max
Cloudy 36.9°c

Max

Min

24°c

Humidity 49%

Min

24%

CITIZEN’S AGENDA

WHAT PANCHKULA
VOTERS WANT >>p3

PEACE MEET

ROMILA THAPAR DELIVERS
KEYNOTE ADDRESS >>p5

Dishanktricitytopper,3rdinIndia
CBSE CLASS 12 EXAMS Chandigarh
grabs top positions in all four streams in
tricity, two are from Bhavan Vidyalaya

CLASSAPART

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:

Chandigarh
bounced back and secured top
positions in all four streams —
medical, non-medical, commerce and humanities — in the
tricity in the Class 12 examinations, the results of which were
declared by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) on
Thursday.
In 2018, besides the tricity topper — Kush Bansal (humanities)
— the other three stream toppers
were from Panchkula.
Scoring 497 marks out of 500
(99.4%), Dishank Jindal, 17, of
Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27,
Chandigarh, has topped in the
tricity this year while grabbing
joint third rank nationally.
A student of non-medical
stream, Dishank scored a perfect
100 in physics, chemistry and
mathematics. He had also
bagged All India Rank 57 in the
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) Mains for engineering
institutes, the results of which
were declared on Monday.
In humanities stream too,
Bhavan Vidyalaya has produced
the tricity topper with Anusha
Nagar, 18, scoring 98.8%. School
principal Vineeta Arora said: “It
is a proudmomentfor the school,
students and faculty.”

36 IN FRAY FROM
CHANDIGARH;
HIGHEST IN
PAST 4 POLLS
HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

ELECTION 2019

n

GOVT SCHOOLS
ON A HIGH
Four of every five students
(81%) in government-aided
schools in Chandigarh
passed the Class-12 board
examinations. This is a
marked improvement over
last year’s 74%.
››P4

99.4%

NON-MEDICAL

The other two toppers are
Arushi Mahajan, 17, of Pt MLSD
Public School, Sector 19, in commerce with 98.8% and Chetanya
Mittal, 18, of Sri Guru Harkrishan Model Senior Secondary
School, Sector 38, with 97.8%.
Chandigarh had fared poorly
in terms of pass percentage last
year. At 79.3%, it was much
lower than that in Panchkula
(90.1%) and Mohali (83.4%). The
UT was at the bottom in 2017 too.
Poor results in government
schools was seen as a major reason for the poor showing.
The CBSE has not released the
pass percentage so far. However,
according to data released by the
UT education department,
81.65% students of government
schools in the city passed the
exams this year as compared to
73.63% in 2018, showing a substantial increase.

PHOTOS: SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

DISHANK JINDAL, 17

School: Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, Chandigarh
Parents: Father Harish Jindal is a chemist and mother Neeru
Jindal a homemaker
Hobbies: Playing cricket
Career aim: To become an engineer
Success mantra: ‘Study with focus and tirelessly’

NOTE TO SCHOOLS
School principals are welcome to send good quality photos of
students who have scored 95% or more in the CBSE Class-12 exams
for publication to htschoolresults@gmail.com. Each student’s
picture should be coloured and sent individually in JPEG format.
Please mention the name, stream and marks in the title as well.

ARUSHI MAHAJAN, 17
School: Pt MLSD Public School, Sector 19, Chandigarh
Parents: Father Sandeep Kumar a chartered accountant and mother
Parul Gupta a homemaker
Hobbies: Reading, listening to music and singing
Career aim: To become an investment banker
Success mantra: ‘Do not take stress and study in a planned manner’

98.8%

HUMANITIES

FULL COVERAGE >>P4

98.8%

COMMERCE

97.8%

MEDICAL

ANUSHA NAGAR, 18

CHETANYA MITTAL, 18

School: Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, Chandigarh
Parents: Father Virender Singh Nagar is an agriculturist and mother
Namrata Nagar a homemaker
Hobbies: Reading and listening to music
Career Aim: to join civil services
Success mantra: ‘Study the NCERT books well’

School: Sri Guru Harkrishan Model Senior Secondary School, Sector 38
Parents: Father Puneet Mittal and mother Monika Mittal are doctors
Hobbies: Playing badminton, table tennis and taking part in debates
Career aim: To become a doctor, but also interested in joining civil
services and politics
Success mantra: ‘Keep your eye on the ultimate goal’

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The number of candidates in the fray for Lok Sabha
elections has more than doubled
over 2014 to 36 this year. The is
the highest number of candidates in the last four elections in
the city. In 2004, there were 17
candidates in the fray, this fell to
14 in 2009 elections; in 2014, there
were 17 in the fray. The last date
for withdrawal of nominations
ended on Thursday.
Voters will also have the
option to go for NOTA (none of
the above) in addition to the candidates.
Initially, 49 nomination
papers were filed, and after scrutiny of papers on April 30, five of
these were rejected. In 2014, five
women had contested; this year,
the number has increased to
nine. While the symbols of
national parties are fixed, Independent candidates were allotted symbols on Thursday. Some
of these are bat, tractor, coconut
grove, and hat.
The total number of voters in
city this election are 6.4 lakh, in
contrast to 6.1 in 2014, which is an
increase of around 5%. There are
3.4 lakh male and 3.04 lakh
female voters. There are 21 thirdgender votes. The first-time voters are 17,598, out of which 10,132
are male and 7,466 female. Fortyseven voters are above 100.

IN 2004, THERE WERE 17
CANDIDATES IN FRAY,
NUMBER FELL TO 14 IN
2009, 2014 AGAIN SAW
17 PEOPLE CONTESTING

Kirron of hope: Gadkari Zirakpur gold trader’s house looted at gunpoint
promises city the sky bus
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Holding a gold trader’s

election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Nitin Gadkari, sen-

iorBharatiyaJanataParty(BJP)
leader and Union minister for
road transport, has said Chandigarhwillgetadouble-deckersky
bus project if Kirron Kher, current member of Parliament and
BJP’s candidate for the general
elections, is re-elected again.
Addressing an election campaign meetingatLawBhawanat
Sector37onThursday,theminister said if Kher came back to
powerthecitywouldgetelectricpowereddoubledeckerskybuses
on priority. The sky bus is a suspended rail system, which operates parallel to the existing road
network. Trafficis not disturbed
as the bus is run over rails hanging over the bridge.
Kher, city party chief Sanjay
Tandon, former mayor Arun
Sood and city BJP election management committee convener
SatinderSinghwerealsopresent
on the occasion.
METRO OR MONORAIL?
A THIRD ALTERNATIVE
Kher and Pawan Kumar Bansal,
Congress candidate for the elections,havebeenlockedinabitter
war of words over the advanced
transportsystemtobebroughtto
the city for decongesting roads.
Bansal, who is in favour of the
metro, has criticised Kher for
scuttlingtheprojectasshefindsit
financiallyunviablefora“small”
citylikeChandigarh,andinstead
advocates the mono rail project
and mini-electric buses.

n

MP Kirron Kher, in the fray for second successive term in Lok Sabha,
presenting a sword to Union minister Nitin Gadkari, who was in
Chandigarh to campaign in her favour on Thursday. SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

›

High cost of metro
projects means
higher ticket prices for
passengers. Now my
department has brought a
new technology in the form
of double decker sky bus.
NITIN GADKARI, Union minister

Commenting on the high-cost
metro at the meeting, Gadkari
said,“Weareconstructingmetro
rail projects in several cities
across the country. In Nagpur
(his Lok Sabha constituency) we
have a metro project, and its cost
per km is ₹300 crore.” The estimated cost of a sky bus is around
₹50 crore per km.
“High cost of metro projects
means higher ticket prices for
passengers.Nowmydepartment
has brought a new technology in
theformofdoubledeckerskybus
in collaboration with a private
company.InHimachalPradesha

detailed project report is being
prepared for the entire state.”
Several other cities such as
Maharashtra’sAurangabadand
Rajasthan’sBarmerwereexploring the option.
Gadkaristatedthathesawthe
double-decker sky buses first in
Austria.Statingthatthetechnology will revolutionise the mass
rapid transit system in the city,
Gadkari said as the system will
runonelectricitytherewillbeno
diesel pollution. Electricity is
alsocheaperthan diesel because
ofwhichChandigarhwouldbenefit.Notmuchgroundspacewould
be used up as there would be a
slim pillar in the middle of the
roadforthebridgeunderwhicha
sky bus runs, said Gadkari.
Meanwhile, Kher’s rival Bansal flayed Gadkari’s statement,
sayingtheBJPwasmakinggrand
promises even though the party
hadfailedtointroduceminibuses
whichweretoruninsidesectors.
“TheMetroistheonlysolution
tostreamlinetransport facilities
in city. About 300 bus stops were
destroyed and have not been
developed,” he said.

wife and three children hostage
at gunpoint, four men fled with
around ₹3 lakh and jewellery
worth ₹20 lakh from a flat at Victoria Heights in Peer Muchalla,
Zirakpur, on Thursday evening.
House owner Rakesh Verma
is into the wholesale trade of
gold.
The crime was orchestrated in
less than half an hour when
Verma was not at home, said
police.
The accused reached the
locality in a Hyundai Accent and
entered the house claiming to be
Verma’s clients. The entire
house was ransacked while
Verma’s wife Jeenu and kids
were held hostage. Two of them
had pistols while two had knives,
said Jeenu.
Stuffing the cash and valuables in two bags and two suitcases, they escaped in their car.
While leaving, they tied the family with ropes. Jeenu somehow
managed to free herself and

n

The ransacked house and (right) police investigating at Victoria Heights in Peer Muchalla, Zirakpur, on Thursday.

informed police.
The society has high-security
cameras and guards while all
residents have a special app on
their mobile phones with a panic
button. According to police, the
four even made an entry in the
register of D block of the locality.
According to CCTV footage, they

entered the building at 5:52pm
and left at 6:15pm. Police suspect
the robbers had conducted recce
before committing the crime.
“We are trying to trace the
accused’s vehicle. The registration number of the car was of
Faridkot, but was found to be
fake,” said HS Bhullar, senior

superintendent of police (SSP),
Mohali.
A case has been registered
under Section 382 (theft after
preparation made for causing
death, hurt or restraint) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) besides
the Arms Act at the Dhakoli
police station.

›

SANT ARORA/HT

We are trying to trace
the accused’s car. Its
number was of Faridkot,
but was found to be fake.
HS BHULLAR, Mohali SSP

B U R N T B O D Y M Y S T E R Y S O LV E D

‘Woman belonged to Pinjore, killed by lover’
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

PANCHKULA:After working on several angles while probing the
mystery surrounding the recovery of a woman’s charred body
from Mansa Devi Complex
(MDC) in Panchkula last Saturday, the investigating teams are
learnt to have finally got a breakthrough with identification of
the victim on Thursday.
Even as top officials remained
tight-lipped, cops privy to the
investigation said the deceased
has been identified as Aarti, aka
Anu, who was in her late 30s and

resided in Surajpur village of
Pinjore. Survived by a nineyear-old daughter, Aarti reportedlyseparatedfromherhusband
a few years back.
“Shewashavinganaffairwith
a man. Prima facie, it seems the
man killed her after she got pregnant with his child. We are conducting raids to arrest the suspect,” said an official requesting
anonymity.
The woman had left her home
last Friday night to meet her
lover, hours before her body was
found in the wee hours of Saturday. Her father identified her on
the basis of her photographs and

CASE SO FAR

n

Aarti, aka Anu

April 27: Burnt body of a woman found at Mansa
Devi Complex in Panchkula
April 29: A Manimajra man claims it to be of
his missing daughter
April 30: Postmortem finds woman to be
five-month pregnant; hours after cremation,
the missing daughter returns, deeping mystery
May 2: Finally, deceased woman identified as
Aarti, aka Anu, of Surajpur village in Pinjore

clothes, said sources. Police suspect the man first killed her and
then dumped the body and set it
afire in the isolated area.

Sources said police teams are
raiding several places in and
around Manimajra to nab the
suspect. According to the vic-

tim’s postmortem, she was fivemonth pregnant and had fractured ribs. The board of doctors
that conducted the postmortem
on Tuesday had also taken samples of the foetus.
Earlier on Monday night,
Lallan Prasad, a resident of
Indira Colony, Manimajra, had
claimed the body was that of his
daughter. However, after the
cremation on Tuesday, Prasad’s
missing daughter returned,
deepening the mystery. Police on
Monday had also detained the
owner of an Alto car seen in the
CCTV footage of the spot, but he
was later let off.
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Aprilrecordsavgmaximum
temperatureat34.8degrees
SIZZLING April 30 was second hottest day this decade at 40.9 degree Celsius
Rajanbir Singh
n

Coolest April in four years

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

Western disturbances affected the city more than average, leading to the dip in temperature

CHANDIGARH : With the frequent
western disturbances in the
region, April this year was the
coolest after 2014 due to unusually more cloudy days, said officials at the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Chandigarh.
The average maximum temperature was 34.8°Celsius in
April, which is the lowest for the
month after 33°Celsius in 2014,
whileaverageminimumtemperature was recorded at 21.5°Celsius.
At 21.5°Celsius, average minimum temperature was the second highest since 2014. The average minimum temperature was
highest in 2017 at 21.6°Celsius.
IMD Chandigarh director
Surender Paul said, “The western disturbances were affecting
the city more thanaveragedue to
which the drop in temperature
was witnessed. Apart from the
rain, skies remained cloudy for
more days in April this year. Frequent showers kept the mercury
at low.”

NIGHTS REMAIN
COOL AS WELL
However, the nights are warmer
during cloudy weather but the
nights were not as warm last
month despite more cloudy days.
Paul said, “During winters,
clouds persist throughout the
day for a longer duration and

Year

Average maximum
temperature

2019
2018
2017
2016

Average minimum
temperature

34.8°
35.1°
36.4°
36.5°

thus act as a blanket engulfing
the city. However, in summers,
clouds dissipate quickly leading
to not as warm nights.”
With seven rainy days, April
recorded 33.4 mm rain throughout the month. Out of this, maximum rain was recorded on April

21.5°
20.9°
21.6°
20.8°

Monthly
rainfall

24-hour maximum
rainfall

33.4 mm
41.2 mm
13.9 mm
24.4 mm

22.4 mm
23 mm
5.9 mm
22.2 mm

18 at 22.4 mm.
April had also recorded
the second hottest April
day in this decade with a maximum temperature of 40.9°Celsius on April 30, after 41.6°Celsius on April 21, 2017.
Talking about what to expect

next month, Paul said, “A disturbance is currently active in
the city and is likely to bring rain
over the next two days. It is too
early to say, but after this rain
spell, the maximum temperature is likely to rise and go above
normal.”

3 WOMEN FROM
LUDHIANA HELD
FOR SNATCHING
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Three Ludhiana women

were arrested for snatching a
gold chain and a locket of a
Kharar resident at a bus stop in
Phase 6, Mohali.
The accusedhave beenidentifiedasBholialiasLacho,Gurneet
Kaur and Laxmi alias Lacho.
The trio were arrested on the
complaint of Baljeet Kaur,
whoworksataprivatehospitalin
Phase 6.
She said in her complaint that
she was waiting for a bus at the
Phase-6 bus stop in Mohali, on
April 23. She said when she was
gettinginsidethebus,thesethree
womenpushedherandsnatched
her gold chain and the locket.
The women managed to flee
fromthespotbutthevictimspotted them again on May 1 and
informed the police.
Police arrested the women for
theft.
Theywereproducedbeforethe
court and sent on one-day
remand.

2 city-bound flights diverted
amid wind, rain in evening
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Chandigarh-bound

passengers from Delhi were left
harried as two flights were
diverted due to bad weather on
Thursday evening.
Amid winds blowing at 30 to
40 kilometre per hour, the city
received 2.2mm rain between
5:30pm and 8:30pm
A Vistara flight, which took
off from Delhi at 5:15pm, was
diverted to Lucknow while a Go
Air flight that left for Chandigarh at 4:50pm was diverted to
Amritsar.
A senior election officer who
was to reach Chandigarh finally
reached the city via Luc-

›

A western disturbance is active in the city and is
likely to bring more rain and winds on Friday. Sky will
remain cloudy on Saturday, and likely to clear by Sunday.
SURENDER PAUL, director, India Meteorological Department, Chandigarh

know. According to sources, the
Vistara flight took off for Chandigarh from Lucknow at
8:15pm while the Go Air flight
was still in Amritsar at the time
of filing of this report.
Meanwhile, maximum temperature saw a drop from 39.6°C
on Wednesday to 36.9°C on
Thursday.
Following the rain, it saw a
sudden drop. In the next three
days, maximum temperature

GMADA seals Hotel
Crown West in
Phase 11 for not
paying ₹3 crore

will remain between 37 and 39
degrees while minimum temperature will go down to around
23 degrees.
India Meteorological Department (IMD) local director Surender Paul said a western disturbance is active in the city and
is likely to bring more rain and
winds on Friday.
“Sky will remain cloudy on
Saturday, and it is likely to clear
by Sunday,” he said.

CHANDIGARH : A local court on

ThursdaygrantedbailtoKamini
Sharma, a woman who was
arrested bythe UTpoliceforposing as an advocate at
the Punjab and Haryana high
court. Sharma was granted bail
bythecourtofchiefjudicialmagistrate after she furnished bail
bond of ₹1 lakh, a day after she
was sent to judicial custody on
Wednesday.
Defence counsel NK Nanda
arguedthatshewasfalselyimplicated in the case, and
the police did not have any proof
ofherposingas anadvocate.The
investigation revealed that the
accused did not possess a law
HTC
degree.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :The statement of a

minor victim and two doctors
wererecordedonThursdayinthe
sexual assault case of a 10-yearold girl against a hostel warden.
The trial has begun against 54
-year-oldwardenofagirl’shostel
of Chandigarh school, who was
accused of sexually assaulting a
10-year-old girl in 2018.
He has been charged under
Section6 (punishmentforaggravatedpenetrativesexualassault)
andof the Protection ofChildren
from Sexual Offences (POCSO).
There are 28 witnesses in the
case. The case was registered
afterthe victim’sfatherhadfiled
a complaint that his daughter,
studyingatagovernment school
inChandigarhandstaysinahostel,accusedhostelwardenofsexual assault.
He said in the complaint that

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

witnessed near the motor market in Sector 45 on Wednesday
eveningwhenthreeshopkeepers
got into an argument with traffic
policemen clamping wrongly
parked cars on the roadside.
The shopkeepers raised slogans against the cops and even
sat in front of a clamped car,
whichled to anFIRagainst them.
One of them has been arrested.
Traffic sub-inspector Jai Kishan said a Verna car, belonging
to two brothers who have a shop
in the area, was parked wrongly,
because of which it was clamped.
“The owners started arguing
with me. They were joined by
another trader. They sat in front
of the car and said they won’t let
us conduct the drive and issue
challans,” he said.
As the shopkeepers kept raising slogans against traffic police,
more force had to be called in.
Burail police post in-charge subinspector Juldan Singh also
reached there.
While the two brothers — San-

jay Aggarwal and Vijay Aggarwal, both in their 40s and residents of Sector 44 — were issued
a challan and booked for creating ruckus, the third — Santosh
Sharma, also in his 40s and a resident of Burail village — has been
arrested. He was sent to judicial
custody on Thursday. The brothers will also be arrested soon,
said police.
The case has been registered
under Sections 353 (assault or
criminal force to deter public
servant from discharge of his
duty) and 34 (acts done by several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) at the Sector 34
police station.
The incident comes days after
a traffic sub-inspectorhad a scuffle with the owner of a coaching
institute in Sector 34 over the
same issue.
In a video that had gone viral
after the incident on April 11, SI
Ranjit Singh was seen kicking
the man and shoving him. While
the man and two others were
booked for obstructing the drive,
an inquiry was constituted
against the cop.

18 file complaint
of fraud against
Zirakpur-based
immigration firm
HT Correspondent

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

n
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MOHALI:The Greater Mohali Area
MOHALI : A complaint was regis-

n

Artistes performing during a street play, Dhuan Dhuan Zindagi, on the theme of Labour Day at the Sector-17 Plaza in Chandigarh
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT
on Thursday.

Driver of Haryana Beopar Mandal chief
held for uploading pictures of revolver
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA :Vikas Vaid, driver of
n

GMADA sealed Hotel Crown
West in Phase 11, Mohali, on
Thursday.
HT PHOTO

the state president of Haryana
PradeshBeoparMandal(HPBM)
Bajrang Dass Garg and his son
Akhil Garg, was arrested from
Hisar on Thursday.
This comes days after the
father-son duo and the driver
were booked after the latter had
uploadedpicturesofthelicensed
guns belonging to them on his
Facebook account.
PolicesaidVikas,aresidentof
Agroha in Hisar, had allegedly
uploadedfourpictureswithguns
on his Facebook account.
Onthebasisofasourcereport,
an investigationwasinitiatedby
the crime investigation agency
(CIA), Hisar.
Vikas had said that Garg and

›

Garg and his son were
cleaning revolvers at
their Sec-21 residence
when he took pictures and
later uploaded them on
Facebook.
VIKAS VAID, driver

his son were cleaning their
revolvers at their Sector-21 residence and as it was kept on the
bed, he allegedly clicked few pictures of him with the revolvers
and cartridges on his mobile
phone, which he later uploaded
on Facebook.
He further disclosed that he
had also clicked photographs
with a replica of an AK-47 three

months ago when Bajrang Das Garg had gone to meet
one of his friends in his Sector-7
office, where it was displayed.
Later on, he uploaded those pictures also on Facebook.
BAJRANG GARG GETS
ANTICIPATORY BAIL
A local court here on Thursday
granted anticipatory bail
to Bajrang Dass Garg in the
case. Garg through his counsel
contended that the case was registered due to political rivalry
andtoharasshim.ItwassubmittedthatGargwasfalselyinvolved
in the case.
He contended that as per the
provision of Section 29 of the
ArmsAct,holderofaweaponcan
handover or carry the same for
some other person in his presence and that nothing is to be

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 30-year-old engineer

hanged himself at a rented
accommodation in Phase 4,
Mohali, on Wednesday
night.
Deceased Anil Kumar, a resident from Hyderabad, was in
depression due to skin ailment,
police said. Kumar, who
has done MTech, was working
with a private company in
Mohali.
His roommate found his
body hanging on Thursday
morning after he returned to the
room.
His father Jaikali Bir told
police that Kumar was in
depression due to a skin allergy
which was not getting cured
despite treatment.
No suicide note was found.
Police have initiated inquest
proceedings at Phase 1 police
station in Mohali.

his daughter called him on
August 8, 2018, and told him that
thewardentookhertoaseparate
room and made her video. The
nextdaywhenhewenttoseeher,
she narrated how the warden
took her to a room, switched off
the lights, touched her private
part and did the same thing after
few days. However, she was rescued by senior girls the second
time.Followingthevictim’smedicalexaminationatagovernment
hospital,theaccusedwardenwas
booked. His mobile phone was
seizedandsenttoCentral ForensicScienceLaboratoryforexamination.

n

ON LIFE OF WORKING CLASS

Development
Authority
(GMADA) has sealed Hotel
Crown West on plot number 359
in Phase 11, Mohali, for not paying pending ₹3 crore for the hotel
land that they purchased from
GMADA.
“The hotel is an illegal construction as the land was for bulk
material market but the hotel
authorities did not the permission for change of land use. They
had even encroached the land
adjacent to the hotel, which has
also been cleared as it was being
used for sitting purpose by the
hotel,” said GMADA estate officer Mahesh Bansal. He said the
authorities have not paid ₹3
crore despite repeated reminders. Despite several attempts,
one of the partners in hotel Balraj Gill did not respond to the
phone calls.

HT Correspondent

VICTIM HAD ALLEGED
THAT HOSTEL WARDEN
HAD FORCEFULLY TAKEN
HER TO A ROOM AND
ASSAULTED HER

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

30-yr-old engineer
from Hyderabad
hangs himself
in Mohali

Minor victim records
statement against
hostel warden

3 traders booked for Dadumajra youth
obstructing drive
arrested with heroin
against wrong parking
CHANDIGARH : A high drama was

Woman caught
for posing as
advocate gets bail

S E X U A L A S S A U LT C A S E

recovered from the petitioner as
the weapons have already been
deposited by him on the directions of authority due to Lok
Sabha elections.
“As the petitioner is not
required for any purpose of
recovery or custodial interrogation and there is no material
whichsuggestthatthepetitioner
is involvedin anyother criminal
activity,soitisafitcasetoextend
discretionary
relief
of anticipatory bail to the
petitioner,” the court order
reads.
Thecourtfurtherdirectedhim
to join investigation and in the
event of his arrest, Bajrang Das
be releasedon bail on furnishing
bail bonds amounting to ₹25,000,
with one surety in the like
amount to the satisfaction of
investigating officer.”

tered against a Zirakpur-based
immigrationconsultancyfirmon
Thursday for duping 18 people
from differentparts ofPunjab on
the pretext of sending them
abroad.
Among 18 complainants who
lodged the complaint against
Fateh Immigration Consultants
in Zirakpur are Chinderpal
Singh, Mandeep Singh, Jagroop
Singh,OnkarSingh,JagjitSingh,
Chetan Sharma, Kuldeep Singh,
and Pardeep.
Inthecomplaint,theysaidthe
immigration company had put
outadvertisementsandpostedon
Facebook regarding seeking
applications from aspirants
for Dubai and Bahrain on work
visa. They had assured to send
them abroad in 40 days in their
advertisement.
DEPOSITED ₹25,000 TO
₹30,000 PER PERSON
They had deposited ₹25,000 to
₹30,000perpersoninthefirm.The
firm had also got their
medicaldoneatSector44clinicin
Chandigarhandmadethemsign
an agreement about sending
them abroad soon.
Victims got to know that they
have been duped when they
reachedthefirm’sofficeinZirakpur but it was locked.
Zirakpur police station ASI
Vikram Singh said, “We have
received the complaint and
action would be taken as per the
law.”

local level and himself is an
addict, said police.
The youth was arrested
at a check-point based on a
tip-off.
A case was registered under
Section 21 of the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act at Sector 39 police
station.
The accused has been sent to
judicial remand.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A small-time
DJ from Dadumajra was
arrested with six gram
heroin near the slip road of
Sector 38, on Wednesday
evening.
The accused has been identified Sachin Kumar, who is a
Class-12 pass out, sold drugs at
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PRESS FREEDOM DAY

Press Freedom Day marks the anniversary of the Declaration of Windhoek, a statement on press freedom principles by African newspaper
journalists in 1991. Produced at a UNESCO seminar, it promoted an
independent and pluralistic African Press, in Windhoek, Namibia. The
2019 theme is journalism and elections in times of disinformation.

SOUTH INDIAN FOOD FEST
The Chandigarh Industrial and Tourism Development Corporation
Limited (CITCO) is organising a three-day South Indian food festival.
Where: Le Café Coffee shop, Hotel Shivalikview When: 11am

ANNOUNCEMENT
OF CORPORATE
LEAGUE

CONFERENCE ON
HISTORY
Art historian and author
BN Goswamy will speak on ‘A
Mughal Ramayana and Jaina
Shahnama’ as part of the
two-day conference on ‘Shared
Histories’ by The Seagull
Foundation for the Arts,
Kolkata, and St Kabir Public
School, Chandigarh. It will be
followed by discussions on
other topics as well.

Confederation of Indian Industry
will announce the details of CII-Yi
Corporate Premier League 2019 in
Chandigarh. The announcement
will be made in the presence of
motivational speaker Vivek Atray,
director of GBP Group Anupam
Gupta and chairman of CII
Chandigarh Sarvjeet Singh Virk.
Where: CII Northern Region
Headquarters, Sector 31
When: 12pm

Where: St Kabir Public School
When: 11.30am

LECTURE ON ARCHAEOLOGY
History professor from Maharishi Dayanand University, Rohtak, will be
giving a lecture on archaeological methods. Panjab University department of ancient Indian history, culture and archaeology has organised
the special lecture.
Where: Room No 10, Department of Ancient Indian History, Culture &
Archaeology, Arts Block -II, Panjab University When: 3pm

INTERACTION PROGRAMME
Professor Ravinder Sharma will deliver a talk on ‘Why I am a Shiv Bhakat’
as part of the 233rd First Friday Forum monthly interaction programme.
Where: Punjab Kala Bhawan, Sector 16 When: 5pm

TRIBUTE TO NORAH RICHARDS
‘Thy Work Is Done’ is part of the epitaph on the
grave of Norah Richards, known as the great
grandmother of Punjabi drama and theatre. An Irish
by birth and nationality, Richards lived in India for
over 60 years and this play by Sahitya Akademi
awardee Atamjit Singh is a tribute to her contributions to Punjabi language.
Where: Tagore Theatre When: 6.30pm

PUNJAB VS KOLKATA
It may boil down to this match as Preity Zinta’s Kings XI Punjab (KXIP)
and Shah Rukh Khan’s Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) chase playoff berths.
Where: IS Bindra PCA Stadium, Mohali When: 8pm

VICTIMS GOT TO KNOW
THAT THEY HAVE BEEN
DUPED WHEN THEY
REACHED THE FIRM’S
OFFICE IN ZIRAKPUR BUT
IT WAS LOCKED AND
THEY WERE ASSURED
THAT THEY WILL BE SENT
ABROAD IN 40 DAYS

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector
45D, 46D, Nayagaon Phase 5
MOHALI :Phase 5,
Mohali
Sector 68
PANCHKULA :Sector Sector 68
20

Nayagaon
Chandigarh

Sector 45D,46D
Panchkula

Sector 20

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE PANCHKULA AND AMBALA VOTERS WANT

CITIES CANNOT
T DEVE
DEVELOP WITHOUT EXCELLENT HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES
ACTION AND ENGAGEMENT Residents want politicians to regularly interact with private and public sector officials to understand their concerns and also overhaul existing infrastructure

IMPROVE
TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT
Ritu Sangawan, 35
Homemaker, Sector 14
resident, Panchkula
There is an urgent need to
improve traffic management in the city. It is becoming harder to drive on the
roads with the increasing
traffic volume. Connectivity
within the city and to
Chandigarh should be
improved too. This can be
done with a better public
transport system which is
punctual and caters to last
mile connectivity too.
Parking problems in and
around schools and markets
also have to be sorted out.
There is no space to park
vehicles when parents come
to school to drop and pick
up children and chaos
prevails in the mornings and
afternoons. One wonders
why multilevel parking
options can’t be explored.

DISPOSE OF
THOSE GARBAGE
HEAPS FIRST

CITY NEEDS
POTABLE WATER
DESPERATELY

ENGAGE WITH
PUBLIC, PRIVATE
SECTORS

GENERATE
TECHNICAL
MANPOWER

Mehak Ahuja, 36
Homemaker, Sector-21
resident, Panchkula

Devinder Kumar, 52
Manager at a private
firm, Ambala Cantonment
The city desperately needs
potable drinking water, but
the municipality seems to
be in deep slumber. I urge
the next MP to ensure that
the water supply improves
with zero per cent contamination. Strict policies should
be framed to help eradicate
the drug menace in the city.
Then there’s no one to pay
attention to the farmers’
plight. They are struggling
to sell their produce at the
grain markets due to poor
road connectivity. The grain
market must be built within
a range of 10 kilometres of
villages to enable farmers
sell their crop easily. The
bus-stops need to be
upgraded in Ambala city.

Shagun Choudhary, 28
IT company analyst,
Sector 20 resident,
Panchkula
When it comes to development of a city the MP must
engage regularly with the
residents and representatives of the public and
private sector for improvements in the constituency.
There is a need for the city’s
parliamentary representative to engage with public
and private officials at
different levels to understand their needs and
concerns. With advancements in new technologies
there’s need for retrofitting
of public buildings, schools,
hospitals and shelter
homes. Funds should be
utilised properly. The
education system must be
reformed.

RS Kathuria, 71
Retired as principal
technical officer, CSIO,
Chandigarh; Sector-11
resident, Panchkula
Educational facilities in the
city need to be improved,
especially when it comes to
higher education, including
professional courses and
technical education. Students at the moment are
moving out of the city to
pursue better educational
programmes. With better
facilities here the locally
generated technical manpower will help attract
greater investments in the
industrial sector. Civic
amenities in the city should
be improved, including
drinking water supply,
roads, green areas and
street lights. The MP must
be accessible to residents.

I feel the administration
must not ignore the waste
management segment.
Where on the one hand
community parks are being
maintained by residents, on
the other big grounds are
being converted into
dumping yards. There’s an
open space opposite the
Sector-21 market where
garbage is thrown every
day. Stinking heaps outside
the walls of the sector’s
Government School are a
health hazard for students.
One can see garbage piled
up in various spots of the
city even though we hear
politicians go on about
health and hygiene programs. Manage waste
effectively, please.

WEED OUT
CORRUPTION IN
GOVT DEPTS
CL Sharma, 61
advocate, Ambala city
I urge the next MP to take
strict action to eliminate
corruption in government
departments and take strict
action against anyone who
is found to be taking bribes.
The education system also
needs to be overhauled
because private schools are
charging a hefty fee without providing quality
education to students.
Unemployment is a big
problem today so the
government should immediately set up centres at the
block level to teach various
vocational skills to youths to
improve their hiring
prospects. Once Ambala was
known for its industrial
growth but the momentum
of growth has slowed down
over here in the last 15 years.
This has to change.

FREE TRADE
ZONE FOR
IND’L-AREA
Ashok Singla, 52
businessman, Sector 12
resident, Panchkula
We have been asking for a
free trade zone for industrial area, Panchkula, as it
has the potential to
generate huge revenues
and employment. Also,
Panchkula requires medical
facilities such as the Post
Graduate Institute of
Medical Education and
Research. The health sector
needs to be overhauled
too. On the other hand, the
Haryana Shahari Vikas
Pradhikaran wants to sell
sites for schools at very
high rates because of
which not even one
premium school is interested in opening a branch
here. Education and health
need to be prioritised as
these are key factors in the
development of a city.

WHERE’S THE
MEDICAL
COLLEGE?
Ankit Sharma, 27
Engineer at IT company,
Sector 4 resident,
Panchkula
A major problem affecting
residents is that of stray
cattle and dogs. There have
been many traffic accidents
because of stray cattle and
cases of dog bite are also
increasing. The government
had made an announcement
to set up a medical college
for Panchkula, a niversity at
par with Panjab University,
and a hospital at par with
PGIMER, Chandigarh, but
unfortunately nothing has
been done about it. Also, the
project of solid waste
management which is
hanging fire for a couple of
years needs to be finalised
quickly. There is no public
transport system here in
place to connect sectors in
the city as well.

COMPILED BY MUNIESHWER A SAGAR, SUNIL RAHAR, YUVRAJ KAUSHAL

Partiesonpoachingspreeinelectionseason

‘HC must intervene
for completion
of Kharar flyover’

Vivek Gupta

MOHALI :With the agency executing the construction of the
Kharar flyover threatening to
abandon the project from June,
SAD (Taksali) candidate from
Anandpur Sahib Bir Devinder has requested the Punjab
and Haryana high court to intervene and bailout the public.
In a press release, he said,
“The chief justice of Punjab and
Haryana high court may kindly
take suo motu notice by putting
all officials concerned on notice
for early completion of the
Kharar elevated highway
project and pull up officials who
HTC
did not respond.”

‘AYA RAM GAYA RAM’ Compulsions of electoral arithmetic driving this trend, claim experts; add that committed voters are not disturbed
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :The season of turn-

coats is at peak as the race for the
city seat hots up. The two major
parties in fray have managed to
poach leaders from each other
over the past two weeks. The
Congress has even managed to
lure leaders from the BSP and
AAP and had started the race.
For the Congress, the early
announcement of Pawan Bansal’s candidature helped leaders
who wanted to join to firm up
their mind. After BJP cleared
Kirron Kher for its ticket, her

camp also lured people to neutralise the Congress’s perception
battle.
Both sides have their own calculations in this ‘Aya Ram Gaya
Ram’ politics. For instance, Congress inducted three-time councillor Gurcharan Dass Kala, who
will strengthen its vote share in
Manimajra; in 2014, the party
had not fared well here.
Kala, a known party-hopper,
was AAP candidate Harmohan
Dhawan’sclose aide and has also
been with the BJP.
The party then poached BJP
rebel and sitting councillor Satish Kainth for consolidating

votes in Sector 56 and Hallomajra.
Three local leaders of BSP
including, former BSP councillor Jannat Jahan Ul Haq, former
BSP state unit in-charge Hafiz
Anwar Ul Haq and former BSP
president Jagir Singh also joined
the party. This could help consolidate the Congress’ prospects
in Ram Darbar and Maloya.
The Congress claims the joining ofBJP Colony Cellchairman,
Mukesh Rai, had given it a boost
On Thursday itself, BJP
leader, Shakuntala, who is a
local Mahila Morcha leader,
joined the Congress in the pres-

STATEOFTHEPARTY

ence of Pawan Kumar Bansal,
his wife Madhu Bansal and
former mayor Kamlesh at his
residence in Sector 28.
BJP lured Congress former
mayor Poonam Sharma, who is
expected to swing votes in its
favour. Independent councillor
Dalip Sharma also joined the
party due to his closeness with
sitting MP Kirron Kher.
Other notable inductions in
the BJP were Congress General
Secretary Mahendra Nath
Dubey, who is likely to consolidate the party in Indira Colony.
A few independent leaders
like Varinder Gularia and Amit

AAM AADMI PARTY

Battling for survival
CHANGED SCENARIO
Party has failed to build
on the support it got in
2014; hopes for a reversal
from ‘silent support’
vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Fiveyearsago,AamAadmi

Party (AAP) fought its first election in
Chandigarh, giving its ticket to Gul
Panag,acitygirlturnedmoviestar.She
held a spirited campaign that touched
onthecity’ssocio-economicinequality.
In the process, she gained the attention
of youngsters, professionals, and those
living in slums and villages despite a
strong saffron wave.
She ranked third, but the AAP won
over 1 lakh votes, giving rise to a strong
third front, something the city had not
seen earlier. A lot has changed since
then.BoththeCongressandtheBJPare
claimingthatthefightforChandigarhis
bipolar.
‘FAILED TO CAPITALISE ON
2014 ELECTORAL GAINS’
TheAAP’smostglaringfailurehasbeen
to leave the constituency ‘orphaned’
after 2014 polls. Neither Gul Panag
returned nor any other leader made
inroads.InvolvedinexpansionofChandigarh unit, AAP senior leader YogendraYadav’sexitfromthepartyledtothe
weakening of party base here; many of
his local supporters too left the party.
The local remained defunct for four
years after the 2014 polls.
Amajorblunderthepartycommitted
was not to contest the 2016 Chandigarh
municipal corporation election. Insidersclaimthepartythoughtthenthatan
electiondefeathereimpactitsprospects
in Punjab, where it was investing heavily at that time.
However, this proved a wrong decision as its local workers got discouraged; there was also further erosion of
voter’s support. Poll pundits say the
party’s defeat in Punjab assembly elections and the split in the state unit also
dented its image in Chandigarh.
For these elections, the party struggled to find a suitable candidate after
Panagdistancedherselffromtheparty.
It approached cricketer Kapil Dev and

n

A major blunder the party committed was not to contest the 2016
Chandigarh municipal corporation election.

HT FILE

THE THIRD FRONT POSSIBILITY
At a time, both the Congress and the BJP are claiming that the
fight for Chandigarh is bipolar, the AAP leaders believe that they
should not be underestimated. Its candidate, Harmohan Dhawan,
has connect in colony voters but garnering support from urban
voters is a challenge

1.08

STRENGTHS: It is mainly relying on the experience of city’s
old warhorse Dhawan, who has been in poll fray from
Chandigarh since 1984

VOTES

WEAKNESSES: Local unit not that strong. The AAP is still not
reckoned as political force nationally; turmoil in Punjab unit

LAKH

Votes that
AAP got in
2014; a strong
performance
that
surprised
everyone.

OPPORTUNITIES: Party’s maiden performances in 2014
polls indicate that there is space for third player in
Chandigarh other than Congress and BJP. Dhawan had won
from a Janta Dal ticket in 1989.
THREATS: A loss will mean that the party will be left
leaderless as Dhawan, already in his 70s, may not be active
any longer. Many believe 2019 to be his last election.

even former UT advisor Vijay Dev, but
both refused. Disenchanted, several
AAP workers including NS Dhaliwal,
generalsecretary,AAPChandigarh,left
the party.
‘BANKING ON DHAWAN’
AAPisnowbankingonthecity’soldwar
horse Harmohan Dhawan, who is a
known party-hopper. AAP is the ninth
party in Dhawan’s political career that
began in 1984. He left the BJP in January,ashehadlittlehopeforpartyticket.
Congress candidate Pawan Bansal
and BJP candidate Kirron Kher is call-

ing him as ‘spent force’, Dhawan,
many believe, can’t be underestimated
due to his long political experience
in the city.
In 2009, when he was in the fray on a
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) ticket, he
managed to get over 60,000 votes. His
strengthisastrongconnectwithcolony
voters. However, he must get support
from urban sectors to stay afloat in the
race.
AAP’slocalconvenerPremGargsays
the party’s silent support should not be
under-estimated.“Wewillonlyimprove
ourperformancefromthelastelection.”

LEADERS WHO HAVE
JOINED CONGRESS
n Gurcharan Dass Kala, 3-time councillor

LEADERS
WHO HAVE
JOINED BJP

n Satish Kainth, sitting councillor

n Poonam Sharma,

ex- Congress mayor

n Jagjit Singh Kang, Ex-SAD president

n Dalip Sharma,

n Jagir Singh, former BSP president

independent
sitting councillor

n Jannat Jahan Ul Haq, ex-BSP councillor
n Former BSP state unit in-charge Hafiz

Anwar Ul Haq

n Mahendra Nath

Dubey, Cong
general secy

n Roopinder Singh Roopi, former

BJP state convener
n Mukesh Rai, BJP colony cell chairman

n Varinder Gularia,

Independent leader

A language war on in Anandpur
Sahib; deafening silence on issues
Hillary Victor
n

hillary.victor@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI:They say all is fair in love
and war. Democracy and elections, however, are neither love
nor war. However, candidates in
fray for the right to represent the
‘panthic’ Anandpur Sahib seat
have been using language as a
tool for personal attacks on each
other. Some of the words that
have been thrown around are
‘non-panthic’,
‘outsiders’,
‘deserter of Congress’ and ‘terrorist mindset’. There is silence
on issues that matter.
The main players are Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) candidate Prem Singh Chandumajra
and Congress candidate Manish
Tewari. The third contender is
SAD (Taksali)’s Bir Devinder.

Vivek Gupta
n

Sharma joined the BJP. Both
parties have hinted at other new
joinings too. The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) has not attracted
any disgruntled leaders.
Bhupinder Brar, a professor
at Panjab University’s political
sciences department, says,
“Such practices are not new and
are driven by the compulsion of
electoral arithmetic. This
exchange of leaders is vital when
there is a close contest.”
He added, “If voters are committed to one party, such turncoats make no major difference
unless leaders switching sides
are heavyweights.”

WAR OF WORDS
Chandumajra, the sitting MP,
has been branding Tewari as an
outsider, ‘non-panthic’ and
‘deserter of Congress’. “Manish

pointcounterpoint

›

Chandumajra has
nothing to say about
his performance, which
has proved a disaster. It is
sad that he has stooped
low in politics out of sheer
desperation.

›

We always talk about
issues, but it is the
Congress, which is
indulging in personal
attacks. We do make
personal attacks, but this
is done rarely.

MANISH TEWARI, Cong candidate

PS CHANDUMAJRA, SAD candidate

Tewari is a candidate of the Congress party that introduced divisive politics and used Punjab as
its laboratory,” he has said.
He has also reportedly sought
to remind Tewari that it was this
brand of politics under which the
Indira Gandhi government sent
tanks to the Golden Temple in
1984, killing hundreds of innocent men, woman and children.
“It is due to the conspiracy

hatched by her Indira’s son,
Rajiv Gandhi, that hundreds of
Sikhs were massacred and
women raped in the worst ever
carnage in history, that in fact
was the genocide of the Sikhs. It
is ironic that Tewari is contesting as a candidate from a basically ‘panthic’ constituency,”
Chandumajra has said.
Tewari has responded in kind,
claiming that Chandumajra was

still a prisoner of ‘terrorist mindset’. “Chandumajra is the ideological cousin of Sadhvi Pragya
as both have a similar past,” he
has remarked.
“Unfortunately, Chandumajra has not come out of the
1980s’ mindset, when he fiddled
with terrorism and was jailed for
it. He is continuously trying to
divide people along communal
lines,” Tewari added.
“My father was assassinated
by the same people who were
keen to subvert communal harmony and brotherhood in Punjab,” he has also said.
“It is strange and ridiculous
that someone like Chandumajra,
who was jailed under anti-terrorist law is comparing himself
with a saint like Sant Longowal,”
Tewari even on to add.
Taking a dig at both candidates, SAD (Taksali) candidate
Bir Devinder said, “It is sad that
senior leaders are indulging in
mud-slinging instead of taking
up real issues.”

POLLBUZZ
Will waive farm
loans if voted to
power: Hooda
Former Haryana chief minister and Congress Sonepat
nominee Bhupinder Singh
Hooda told a public rally in
Ambala constituency that
the party will waive off agricultural loans if elected at the
Centre. Addressing a public
gathering in Naraingarh
town, 40 km from the district,
he said, “Once the Congress
party forms its government
at the Centre, farmers’ loan
would be waived off immediately,” he claimed.
Selja said, “People have
made up their mind to elect
the Congress government at
the centre and Haryana. The
price of crops has decreased a
manifold in BJP regime. We
will introduce a special agriculture budget, if elected.”

19,000 voters added in P’kula
Panchkula has seen the registration of 19,355 new voters since
January1,2019.Addressingapressconferenceatminisecretariat,Sector1,PanchkulaDC-cum-districtelectoralofficerBalkar
Singhsaid, “SinceJanuary 1, 19,355 new votes havebeen registered and the EPR has increased from 57 % to 60 %.” He added
9,585femalevotershavebeenregisteredsinceJanuaryandthe
gender ratio has increased from 880 to 884. He added that total
410pollingstations,452presidingofficers,452alternatepresiding officers and 904 polling officers have been deployed.

New joining
in BJP

Promise of
support to Cong

Amit Sharma, an Independent
candidate who had contested
from ward number 26 in the
last municipal elections,
joined the BJP at its party
office, Kamlam, in Sector 33 on
Thursday. After the joining,
senior BJP leaders continued
campaigning on Thursday.
Kirron Kher campaigned in
the Sector 15 market.

MembersoftheAggarwalCommunity on Thursday extended
its full support to Pawan
Kumar Bansal, Congress Candidate for Lok Sabha election
during a function of Akhil
Bharatiya Aggarwal Sammelan on Thursday.“BJP has
wasted crores on projects. Yet.
we slipped in cleanliness rankings,” Bansal claimed.

Anganwadis
threaten not to
vote for Cong
Angandwadi workers have
threatened not to vote for the
Congress, claiming that the
state government had not fulfilled their demands of a rise
in salary and filling vacant
posts. Baljit Kaur Rakouli,
district president of Anganwadi Employee Union, made
this statement during a protest outside the house of Punjab minister Charanjit Singh
Channi in Kharar. There are
around 54,000 anganwadi
workers . Kaur claimed that
they would block traffic if
their demands were not met.
COMPILED BY YUVRAJ
KAUSHAL, SUNIL RAHAR,
VIVEK GUPTA, SHAILEE
DOGRA AND
MUNIESHWER A SAGAR
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Panchkula schools fall short
of last year’s winning streak

With 98.6% marks,
Doon’s Grace Gill
is Mohali topper

HIGHEST SCORE IN HUMANITIES From bagging tricity’s top positions in 2018, there is dip in result
HT Correspondent
n

n

Smriti Kunj, humanities

98.6%

AMBALA TOPPER
ASPIRES TO
BECOME
CIVIL SERVANT

PANCHKULA : Schools in the dis-

DISTRICT NON-MEDICAL
TOPPER SCORES 97.2%
In non-medical, Bhavan’s
Ashutosh Singla topped in the
district by scoring 97.2%.
Already a Haryana as well as
tricity topper in JEE Mains (AIR
50), the engineering aspirant is
studying for JEE Advanced
according to a plan. Son of

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Grace Gill, a student of

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

trict failed to churn out tricity
toppers this year in Class-12
results of the CBSE, a sharp dip
in performance over 2018 when
students from here had topped
the tricity.
Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 15,
Panchkula, which had bagged
the tricity’s top positions in
medical, non-medical and commerce streams, and second position in humanities last year, has
only three toppers this year, and
that too in Panchkula district.
This year, three students
from humanities, non-medical
and medical have scored
between 95.8 to 98.2% to bag top
three positions in Panchkula.
However, in commerce, a student from St Soldier’s School,
Sector 16, has bagged the top
spot in the district, by 97.4%
In humanities, Bhavan’s
Asmi topped in the district by
scoring 98.2%. Daughter of Parveen Kumar Gandhi, an Intelligence Bureau official currently
posted in Leh and Ladakh, and
Meenakshi, a lecturer at a government school in Chandigarh,
Asmi, wants to become a personality development trainer
after pursuing English honours
or psychology honours from
Panjab University.
Asmi said she had prepared
for the exams with an aim to
score over 99% marks. Meanwhile, Himanshi from Satluj
Public School , Sector 4, Panchkula, scored 96.6% in the
stream.

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : Smriti Kunj, a student

n

Students of Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 15, Panchkula, in a jubilant mood after the declaration of results on Thursday.

98.2%
n

Asmi, humanities

Ashok Singla, who works at the
Chandigarh Housing Board,
and Neetu Singla, a banker,
Ashutosh wants to contribute to
the technical sector of the country. Satluj’s Khushi Puri scored
95.8% in the stream.
In medical, Bhavan’s Nancy
Garg topped in the district by
scoring 95.8%. Daughter of

THEY STRUCK A BALANCE
BETWEEN STUDIES, SPORTS
Juggling sports activities and academics was no big
deal for these Chandigarh students who scored more
than 90% in the CBSE Class 12 examination.

SOFTBALL PLAYER A SHINING STAR
International softball player Navnit Kaur,
18, brought laurels to Bhavan Vidyalaya
School, Sector 27, Chandigarh, by scoring
94.4% in humanities stream of the CBSE
Class 12 exams, the results of which were
declared on Thursday. She won a gold
medal in Junior National Softball Championship held at Rohtak during the 2017-18
session and represented the country in
softball (U-17) at Pacific School Games,
Adelaide (Australia) in 2015. Pursuing the sport since grade six,
Navnit, who has also won a bronze in the National School Games
(U-14) held in Delhi and silver in the U-17 category of the games held
at Bhilai, wants to join the social sciences department of Panjab
University.

CHESS PLAYER CHAMPIONS ACADEMICS
Chess prodigy Tarini Goyal, 18, a student
of Sacred Heart School, Sector 26, attained
96.4% in commerce stream. balancing his
love for the sport and her studies, she has
represented the country nearly 20 times in
various international championships,
bagging 13 medals in tournaments including Asian Youth Chess Championships and
Asian School Chess Championship. Aiming
to become an international chess player of
repute, Tarini is eager to secure a degree in economics from the
University of Delhi.

SHOOTER EXCELS IN NON-MEDICAL
National medallist shooter Nandini
Kansal, 18, a student of Guru Harkrishan
Model School, Sector 38, scored 94% in
non-medical stream. Having won a silver
and a bronze medal in the national shooting championship in 2017, she wants to
pursue computer engineering. “I took
studies and sports very seriously and gave
equal priority to both. I want to be an
entrepreneur,” said Nandini.

97.2%
n

National squash player Amisha Singh, 18,
a student of Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27,
scored 96.8% in humanities. She has won
silver in under-19 National Squash Championship held last year. “I was able to
manage both studies and sports due to
the support of my parents and my
teachers. Another thing that helped me
was efficient time management,” said
Amisha.

INTERNATIONAL FENCER HITS 90.2%
International fencer Harpriyamaan Kaur,
18, a student of Carmel Convent School,
Sector 9, scored 90.2% in humanities
stream. She has been pursuing the sport
for the past seven years and has won 21
medals, including four gold and seven
silver, in various state and national-level
championships. She has also represented
the country in the Junior Fencing World
Championship held in Verona, Italy, last
year.

Nancy Garg, medical

97.4%
n

Deepali Jain, commerce

Pawan Kumar Garg, a builder
and property dealer, and Sudha
Garg, a homemaker, Nancy
wants to become a doctor to
serve people. Sharing her success mantra, she said one should
study during early morning
hours with fresh mind. Satluj’s
Ritu Balda scored 91.2% in the
stream.

In commerce, Deepali Jain of
St Soldier’s topped in the district by scoring 97.4%.
Daughter of Raj Kumar Jain,
a businessman and Anita Jain,
a homemaker, Deepali said she
wanted to become a chartered
accountant (CA) like her sister
and further do CS (company secretary) to handle her family

Post-result stress?
Call on CBSE
helpline now

At 81% pass, Chandigarh government
schools show marked improvement

HT Correspondent
n

business. Deepali attributed her
success to her school, tuitions
and six hours of daily selfstudy.
Meanwhile, Bhavan’s Paras
Jindal scored 95.8% in the same
stream, Satluj’s Simran scored
95.8%, and Vrinda Yadav from
Hansraj Public School, Sector 6,
scored 95.2%.

Srishti Jaswal
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
rolled out a helpline for post–
result stress counselling on
Thursday. The helpline,
launched under an outreach programme aimed to cater to students as well as parents, will be
active from 8am to 10pm till May
16.
Students can dial toll-free
number 1800-11-8004 from any
part of the country to get counselling via two options — IVRS
for useful tips on dealing with
results, and line connectivity to
counsellors to curb result–
related anxiety or stress.
This will be the 22nd consecutive year when the CBSE will be
providing the counselling and
address general queries related
to Class 10 and 12 results.
Around 72 principals and
trained counsellors from CBSEaffiliated schools located in and
outside India will provide voluntary and free-of-cost service on
behalf of the board.

DIAL 1800-11-8004 FOR
FREE COUNSELLING,
QUERIES ON RESULTS

KRITIKA FROM SAME
SCHOOL STANDS
SECOND IN DISTRICT
WITH 98.2% MARKS

LEAP FORWARD Over the previous two sessions, the result had been between 73 and 75%

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : The Central Board

n

srishtijaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Four of every five

students (around 81%) in government-aided schools passed
the Class-12 board examinations, the result of which was
declared on Thursday. This is
marked improvement over
2016-17 when government
schools had reported a 74%
result. In 2017-18, the result was
a tad lower at 73%.
In absolute numbers, around
12,000 students appeared in the
exam, of which around 9,700
have passed. Eight hundred students failed, while around 1,400
students have to appear in the
compartment examination.
100% RESULT AT LONE SR
SECONDARY SCHOOL
There are 40 Government Senior
Secondary Schools in Chandigarh. Of these, only Government
Senior Secondary School, Mauli
Jagran, has managed a 100%
pass percentage. GMSSS Modern Housing Complex is second
on the list with 99.5% result.
GMSSS Sector 16, GMSSS, Sector 18 and GMSSS, Sector 32
managed 98.7, 96.79 and 96.37
result percentage.

League of schools that excelled
A quick report card of the high-performing
government schools of Chandigarh.

TOP FIVE
School
GSSS Mauli Jagran
GMSSS Modern Housing Complex
GMSSS Sector 16
GGMSSS Sector 18
GMSSS Sector 32

Pass percentage
100
99.53
98.70
96.79
96.37

PERFORMANCE UPGRADE
School
Pass % (2017-2018)
GSSS Dhanas
22.22
GMSSS Karsan
17.86
GMSSS sector 27
43.32
GSSS MMT
55.43
GSSS Mauli Jagran
68.38

GMSSS Dhanas improved its
result by 63% while GMSSS Karsan improved its result by 34%.
GMSSS 27, GSSS Manimajra and
GSSS Mauli Jagran also
improved results by 33.3%, 32%,
31.6 %. The CBSE had announced
the result at 12.40pm, but the UT
education department compiled
the result, only by 9pm.

Pass % (2018-2019)
85.20
52.56
76.63
87.36
100

INDIVIDUAL TOPPERS
Daksh Verma from GMSSS Sector 16 scored 98% in non-medical
stream, while Manmeet Kaur
from GMSSS 35 scored 97% in
medical stream. Neha Patwal
from GMSSS Sector 35 scored
96.4 % in humanities while
Devesh Jaswal from GMSSS Sector 16 from humanities also

98.6%
n

Grace Gill, humanities

n

Liza Goyal, medical

n

Simran, commerce

96%

95.6%

95.2%
n

Gurleen Singh, non-medical

95.2%
n

Nitika, non-medical

Factory worker’s
son secures
95.4% marks

›

We have substantially
improved our result in
comparison to last year. I
hope next year we will
raise our pass percentage
to above 90.
BL SHARMA, UT education secy

n

Shewtab Shekhar

HT Correspondent
scored 96.4 %.
Harleen Kaur from GMSSS
Sector 16 scored 96.2 % in commerce while Parth Aggarwal of
GMSSS Sector 19, Sanya Dutta
from GMSSS Sector 8 stood 1st in
vocational with 95.2 %.
Education secretary BL
Sharma said, “We have substantially improved our result in
comparison with the result of
last year. However, a lot is yet to
be achieved. I hope next year we
will raise our pass percentage to
above 90.” “Incidentally, our
rate of improvement at 8% is better than the growth rate of India
at 7%,” he said in a lighter vein.
District education officer
Anujit Kaur added, “Under the
able guidance of officials, the
whole team worked hard to bring
out the best result.”

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Son of a factory

worker, Shewtab Shekhar of APJ
Public School, Kharar, scored
95.4% in humanities stream in
the CBSE Class 12 examination,
the results of which were
declared on Thursday.
Shekhar, who gave the credit
of his success to his family and
teachers, said the achievement
was not possible without their
support. “I did a lot of hard work
but was not expecting such good
marks,” he said.
Shekhar said he dreamed of
cracking the civil service examination and that he wanted to
serve his countrymen. School
principal Jasvir Chandar
expressed happiness over Shekhar’s achievement.

Three visually–impaired students score above 90%
Rachna Verma
n

SQUASH PLAYER SHINES IN HUMANITIES

Ashutosh Singla, non-medical

95.8%
n

SANT ARORA/HT

of Murlidhar DAV Public
School, Ambala city, has bagged
the first rank in the district in
Class 12 results declared by the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Thursday. A student of arts, Kunj
scored 98.6 percentile in the
board exams.
Kunj said she chose the arts
stream in her Class 11 as she
aimed to prepare for the Indian
Administrative Services (IAS).
“I studied for about 4- 5
hours after the school time. I
never took the pressure of
securing more marks and
always studied in a relaxed
mood,” she said.
With the desire to become an
IAS officer, Kunj said she
worked hard throughout the
year without ever expecting to
top the district or school.
Her father works as an
account manager in a private
firm in Derra Bassi of
Mohali district and her mother
Sonia Sharma is a pharmacist in
the Haryana government.
Sonia said her daughter
was always regular in school
and followed her own work
schedule.
“Smriti has always been brilliant in studies. As parents,
we respected her decision to
study arts and kept encouraging
her. She has made us proud with
her achievement “, said Kunj’s
mother.

Doon International School, Sector 69, Mohali, topped the district by scoring 98.6% marks in
humanities stream of CBSE
Class 12 examination, the
results of which were declared
on Thursday.
Scoring 493 marks out of total
500, Grace, who wants to become
an IAS officer, attributed her
success to her teachers and parents for motivating her for consistent hard work.
Meanwhile, Kritika of the
same school and stream got
98.2%. Kritika, who wants to
join legal services, said her hard
work and support from teachers
and parents paid off.
Aanchal Bansal of St Soldier
International Convent School,
Phase 7, got 97% marks in
humanities.
Simran of Doon International
School topped the district in
commerce stream by securing
95.6% marks.
Liza Goyal of Gian Jyoti
Global School, Phase 2, topped
the district in medical stream by
getting 96% marks. In non-medical stream, Gurleen Singh of the
same school topped with 95.2%,
while Nitika of APJ School,
Kharar, also secured the same
percentile in the same stream.
In 2018, Harshpreet Batra
from St Soldier International
Convent School had secured
96.4% in humanities, while
Saloni from Anees School, Sector 69, secured 96.4% in medical.
In commerce stream, Mukund
Bihani from Lawrence Public
Senior Secondary School, Sector 53, scored 95.6%, and in nonmedical, Himanshi Prashar of
Gian Jyoti Global School scored
94.3%.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Three students of

the Institute for the Blind, Sector
26, here, scored above 90 percentile in Class 12 exam results
declared by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) on
Thursday. As many as 12 students of the school appeared for
the Class 12 examinations, out of
which three scored marks above
90 percentile while seven scored
hundred percent marks in Hindi.
Ritik Goel,18, having only 25
percent vision, managed to score
94.8 percent in the board exams.
Ritik goel gave the credit of
his success to his mother Manju
Rani and younger sister Muskan, who helped him in his studies. He said he had taken the first
step towards his dream of
becoming an adminitrative officer.
Goel’s mother, who is also
visually impaired, said, “My son

n

Ritik Goyal, a student of Institute for the Blind, Sector 26, celebrates
94.8% marks in CBSE Class 12 exams.
SANT ARORA/HT

has made me proud with his
achievement.”
The other two toppers
18-year-old Devasish Barura,
and 21-year-old Saurav Sautha.
Devashish, who scored 94.6
percentile in Class 12, wanted to

become a lecturer of political science while Saurav, who scored
93 percent, and wanted to
become a lawyer.
Principal J S Jayara congratulated the students on their success.

DIABETES COULDN’T HOLD
BACK THIS BHAVAN STUDENT

SAUPIN’S BOY TRIUMPHED
OVER RARE BONE CANCER

CHANDIGARH :

CHANDIGARH : For
17-year-old Rhythm
Garg, a student of
Saupin’s School,
Sector 32, Chandigarh, scoring 90% in
the CBSE Class 12
commerce examination came after he
fought for his life.
Rhythm’s father
n Rhythm Garg
Rajesh Garg told
Hindustan Times that
in 2017, Rhythm was diagnosed with a fracture in
the leg, which later turned out to be a tumour as a
result of Adamantinoma, a rare form of bone
cancer). “Rhythm had to undergo a 14-hour
surgery for removal of the tumour, which made
him bed-ridden,” Rajesh said. Among various
people, including his parents and friends, whom
Rhythm attributes his achievement, his sister
Shefali stands out. Rhythm said, “My sister was
always there for me. She always motivated me.”

Despite being an
insulin–dependent
diabetic, Ajunideep
Kaur from Bhavan
Vidyalaya, Sector 27,
Chandigarh, has
scored 95.9% marks
in commerce stream
in the CBSE Class 12
examination, the
results of which were n Ajunideep Kaur
declared on Thursday. “Ajunideep was diagnosed with juvenile
diabetes at the age of 7 years. On insulin for the
past 11 years, in July 2018, she was diagnosed with
an acute kidney infection. As a result, she could
not attend either school or her tuitions and was
bedridden for eight months. She was once in a
very critical state and was revived by her doctors,”
said school principal Vineeta Berry Arora. “Ajunideep is an example of human resilience and
deserves awards for her determination,” she said.
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SAYING IT THROUGH CAMERA

n
n

tricity & beyond

BIG BRANDS AND BOLD COLOURS: MS Sekhon’s fountain pens all lined up.

Ratnam Swadeshi - the first fountain pen manufactured in India in 1932 (top) and
Delta Journal with ink pot .

Write right
PEN FRIEND On World Press Freedom Day,
HT photographer Anil Dayal captures a
geography professor’s passion for fountain
pens, from India’s first ‘Swadeshi’
variety to rare and exclusive pieces
Navleen Kaur Khetarpal
n

n

Quill G nib and
inkpot, from
the 1930s

shortstories
FOETUS FOUND
IN SECTOR 41
CHANDIGARH: A foetus was found
in a junkyard near petrol pump in
Sector 41 on Thursday evening.
Police said a passerby, who saw the
foetus, alerted them. Prima facie it
appeared to be almost 6 to 7 months
old, said police, adding, the foetus
was rushed to Government Multi
Specialty Hospital (GMSH) in
Sector 16.
HTC

UT adviser visits Model Jail
CHANDIGARH : UT adviser Manoj
Parida paid a visit to Model Jail,Sector 51, on Thursday to inaugurate
Aushadhi Vatika in the jail complexes
near the Creche. Various medicinal
herbs were planted in the jail and a
‘clean jail, green jail’ initiative was
HTC
started.

Manimajra youth hangs self
CHANDIGARH : A 21-year-old youth
killed himself in Manimajra over the
guilt of being addicted to alcohol.
The victim identified as Amresh
Kumar Tiwari, a resident of Manimajra, committed suicide by
hanging himself from a ceiling fan.
As per post-mortem reports, the
victim was intoxicated when he
HTC
took the extreme step.

navleen.khetarpal@htdigital.in

CHANDIGARH: MS Sekhon, the head of
geography department at DAV College, Sector 10, shares a fascinating
fact: “I own the replica of the first fountain pen made in India, that Mahatma
Gandhi christened ‘Swadeshi’.” Prior
to 1932, all pens were imported from
the US, Germany and Japan, he says.
“No other pen can beat the beautiful
flow, smoothness and novelty of a
fountain pen,” he says. Sekhon owns
263 fountain pens, collected over 30
years. He began using them in 1973
when it was mandatory for students of
Class 6 to use fountain pens till Class
11. Even in college, he was the only student, besides senior professors, who
preferred metal over plastic. For him,
opting to not use plastic pens is an
environmentally conscious as well as
an aesthetic choice. In his free time, he
teaches calligraphy to students.

n

MS Sekhon with his collection of pens and ink pots.

n

n

NARAINGARH KILLING

Murder convict sent to
three-day police custody

AMBALA MURDER:
VICTIM’S FAMILY
HOLDS PROTEST,
BOOKED

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : A day after a 40-year-old
travel agent Azad Singh was shot
dead in Naraingarh town, 40
kilometres from here, on
Wednesday evening, the main
accused Ranpreet of Brahman
Majra village in Ambala district
has been sent to a three-day
police remand on Thursday,
police said.
On Wednesday, Azad who was
a travel agent, was shot dead
with an illicit country-made
musket of .315 bore calibre at his
shop in Durga Colony area of
Naraingarh town in Ambala district at around 5.30pm by the
accused.
Following the murder, Ranpreet was arrested by the Naraingarh Crime Investigation
Agency (CIA), from near
Panjlasa Chowk in Ambala dis-

trict, within few hours of the
incident.
A police official, on the condition of anonymity, said the
accused, during the initial interrogation, had disclosed the reason behind murdering Azad.
“The accused alleged that
Azad had sent him to Iraq after
taking ₹3 lakh from him. Ranpreet said he was unhappy as
Azad had not kept his promise of
providing a good job package and
that he had to stay in Iraq for
almost two years,” said the
police official.
The official futher said that
after returning to India, Ranpreet asked Azad to return the
money as he had failed to provide
job as per his promise.” Ranpreet had taken ₹3 lakh on interest to pay to the victim for going
abroad and the amount had now
increased to ₹5 lakh with interest, which is why he killed

Azad”, the official added.
On the complaint of Sewa
Singh , Azad’s brother, the Naraingarh police registered a case
under Sections 25, 54, 59 of the
Arms Act and 302 (punishment
for murder) and 452 (house-trespass after preparation for hurt,
assault or wrong¬ful restraint)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
against the accused .
The Naraingarh CIA
in-charge inspector Kewal Singh
said that on Thursday, the
accused Ranpreet was presented
in the court that has sent him to
a three-day police remand.
“The police are investigating
the case and are yet to recover
some live rounds, empty rounds,
and arrest the accused who supplied the illicit arms. As per the
disclosure by the accused, he
purchased the illicit weapon
from Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh,” Singh added.

20-yr-old thrashed ‘Modi, Manmohan
biopics no good’
in Sector-7 park
FILM CRITIC ML RAINA,
P’KULA INCIDENT

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA :Police have booked a

30-year-old man for allegedly
assaulting a resident of Buddanpur village in Sector 16 here on
Thursday.
According to the officials, the
victim identified as Suraj, 20,
works at Elante mall, Chandigarh.
Suraj alleged that he received
a call from a girl in her locality
at around 3pm. “She asked me to
meet her at a park near the market in Sector 7, he alleged.
The victim said he went to
meet the girl and while they
were sitting in the park, her
elder brother Virender reached
there and attcaked him on his
head with a edged-weapon.
“Virender thrashed me with a
wooden stick and threatned me
of dire consequences if I met his
sister, Suraj alleged.

Mont Blanc pens (left) and Cartier Roadster (above).

THE VICTIM SAID HE
WENT TO MEET A GIRL
AND WHILE THEY WERE
SITTING IN THE PARK,
HER ELDER BROTHER
VIRENDER REACHED
THERE AND ATTACKED
HIM ON HIS HEAD

Investigating officer assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Karnail
Singh said the boy fell unconscious and was taken to the civil
hospital in Sector 6 for treatment. Based on the complaint, a
case under Sections 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 324 (voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code was registered against Virender at Sector
5 police station.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Panjab University

department of alumni relations
on Thursday organised a
screening of the film 'The
Remains of the Day’ (1993) based
on a novel of the same name by
Kazuo Ishiguro and a discussion
by film critic and former head of
the English department, ML
Raina.
Talking about the biopic of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
he said, “It is absolute nonsense.
Modi cannot create a film, he
can only create a propaganda. I
am glad that it is not being
released before the elections.”
“I do not believe in biopics.
The biopic on Manmohan Singh
was no good either,” said Raina.
Raina has been on the jury
panel for Sahitya Akademi
Awards in the years 2010, 2011,
2014 and 2015.
An enlightening discussion

WHO HAS BEEN ON THE
JURY PANEL FOR
SAHITYA AKADEMI
AWARDS, SAID HE DID
NOT BELIEVE IN BIOPICS

was held on the film 'The
Remains of the Day,' wherein
alumni of 1960-63 batches from
the department took part.
Rajan Kashyap, Arjan Singh,
Gurbirinder Singh Aujla and
Neelam Dhamija were among
those present from these
batches.
Raina touched various
aspects of the film including
characterisation, the two timelines in the film, reminiscence,
the place of action and emotions
of the characters, the
unsaid love affair between the
protagonists and the absolute
intensity of it.

n

Météore pen made in France (1923) with J Herbin
1670 inkpot (above) and Pelikan pen and Edelstien
inkpot.
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AMBALA : The Ambala police on

Thursday have booked the family members of murder convict
Arun alias Golu, who was shot
dead by a group of identified
men at the Indira Colony area of
Ambala Cantonment on Tuesday, for staging a protest by jamming the Ambala-Jagadhri
Road and obstructing the traffic
on the busy road.
A case under Sections 147
(punishment for rioting), 149
(every member of unlawful
assembly guilty of offence committed in prosecution of common object), 186 (obstructing
public servant in discharge of
public functions), 283 (danger or
obstruction in public way or
line of navigation), and 341 (punishment for wrongful restraint)
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
was registered against the
family members of the
deceased.
After the post-mortem
exmaination, when Arun’s dead
body was handed over to his
family on Wednesday, they
refused to cremate it and
instead staged a protest
demanding early arrests of the
accused involved in the crime.
They jammed the Ambala-Jagadhri Road and blocked the
traffic following which the
police had to intervene to clear
the passage.
Following the assurance of
the senior police officials of acting promptly in arresting the
criminals, the family of the
deceased was pacified and conducted the cremation of Arun’s
corpse amind tight police security in Ambala Cantonment on
Thursday.

MURDERED MAN’S KIN
HAD REFUSED TO
CREMATE HIS BODY
WHILE PROTESTING
FOR ARREST OF THE
ACCUSED; LAST RITES
PERFORMED AFTER STIR
LIFTED ON THURSDAY

n

Art historian BN Goswamy and former NCERT director Krishna Kumar (both in front row) during the
History for Peace conference at St Kabir Public School, Sector 26, in Chandigarh.
SANJEEV SHARMA/HT

Overall labels of Hinduism
and Islam worry me: Thapar
Navleen Kaur Khetarpal
n

navleen.khetarpal@htdigital.in

CHANDIGARH : Romila Thapar, a
renowned historian, author and
Professor Emerita at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, on
Thursday, delivered a keynote
address at the two-day History
for Peace conference, titled
Shared Histories, organised by
the Seagull Foundation for the
Arts, Calcutta, at St Kabir Public
School, Sector 26, here.
Focussing on the relation
between religion and region in
her talk, Thapar explained how
the pre-colonial ‘Hindostan’ was
not divided into monolithic religions like Hinduism, Islam and
Sikhism.
Depending on geography and
geomorphology, the region gave
birth to many sects including
Shaivism, Vaishnavism and predominantly Buddhism, she said.
Emphasising the fact that the
religion of the influential
impacted people in the past, Thapar said , “During the 9th-10th
century, Brahmins were
imported from the Ganga plains
and given land grants in cultivable highlands of the Punjab
region. However, they were
almost marginalised in lowlands. Findings from inscriptions reveal that Brahmins were
wealthy horse traders, while
Khatris were educated traders,

n

Historian Romila Thapar during the conference.

who were familiar with accountancy and were often employed
into the administration.”
Thapar also explored the similarities between Sufis and Nathpanthis who emerged in the 12th
century. She asks: “How do we
view today the religions of the
past? Do we see them as monolithic bundles or do we unwrap
them and look more clearly at
their diversity?”
“The overall labels of Hinduism and Islam worry me,” said
Thapar, pointing out how every
religion was divided into complex sects that were constantly
overlapping and not rigidly compartmentalised. She said the
flexibility of sects like Sufism

HT PHOTO

propagated the love for god or
deity, which culminated in completion of self.
In the second session, professor BN Goswamy, a distinguished art historian and Professor Emeritus of art history at the
Panjab University, Chandigarh,
dwelled on a critical question,
“Have we always lived in a situation of conflict?”
For the last session, PU professor of education, Krishna
Kumar, an author and Padma
Shri awardee, talked about living with the past. He said history,
as a subject, satisfied the need for
creating a national identity and
participated in the project called
nation building.

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

06

sport

hindustantimes

Praprut knocks Advani out
ASIAN BILLIARDS Thailand’s Praprut Chaithanasakun beats India’s favourite Pankaj Advani 5-3 to
set up title clash with Nay Thway Oo of Myanmar, who beat Chit Ko Ko 5-3 in the other semifinal
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Praprut Chaithana-

sakun of Thailand caused a big
upset ousting the defending
champion Pankaj Advani 5-3 in
the billiards semis in the Manisha 18th Asian Billiards, 20th
U-21 Asian Snooker Championship and the 3rd Ladies Asian
Snooker Championship at Community Centre, Sector 19, on
Thursday.
Praprut took full advantage of
an off-colour Pankaj and punished the Indian whenever given
an opportunity.
In the first frame, Praprut
snatched the lead when Pankaj
needed just two points to go 1-0
up. As Pankaj was stranded at 98,
Praprut pocketed two points to
win 100 (57)-98 (58).
Pankaj was quick to strike
back winning the second frame
102-23 with an unfinished break
of 102.
Unfazed Praprut took the next
two frames with breaks of 87 and
68 to go 3-1 up.
Pankaj crawled back to take
the fifth frame and the scores
read 3-2 in Praprut’s favour.
Despite a difference of one frame,
Praprut kept his nerve to hit a
break of 101 and take the sixth
frame 101-0.
Pankaj once again showed
fight to win the seveth frame 102
(56)-3. In the eighth frame Praprut make a steady break of 65 to
close out the match 5-3 (100-98,
23-102, 100-15, 100-9, 76-101, 101-0,
3-102, 101-11).
In the other semifinals
between Nay Thway Oo of
Myanmar defeated Chit Ko Ko
also of Myanmar 5-3. Chit Ko Ko
who had ousted former champion Sourav Kothari started of
with a flourish by taking three of
the first four frames. Chit Ko Ko
was leading 201-5, 89-101, 100-6,
100-47, when Nay Thway Oo hit
back winning the next four
frames.
Nay Thway Oo took the fifth
frame 101-26 with a break of 101,
while the sixth frame came his
way with a break of 100, 103-42.
He then won the 7th and 8th
frames 100-80, 102-8, to reach the
final.
In the late matches last night
Shrikrishna Suryanarayanan of

n

Nay Thway Oo of Myanmar and (below) Praprut Chaithanasakun of Thailand will fight for the title in billiards in the 18th Asian Billiards
Championship at the Community Centre in Sector 19, Chandigarh, on Friday.
PHOTOS: KARUN SHARMA/HT

India entered the semifinals in
U-21 snooker when he won a
hard-fought match against the
young and talented cueist from
Syria Yazan Al Hadad 5-4. He will
play Zhao Jainbo of China who
beat his compatriot Den Haohui
of China 5-3. The other semifinal
Narongdat Takantong of Thailand will take on Chueg Ka Wai
of Hong Kong. Cheung Kawai
beat Chang Yu Kui 5-4.
In the ladies snooker quarterfinals, Keerath Bhandaal will
play Varsha Sanjeev, while Bai
Yulu will take on Amee Kamani.
In other matches, Ng On Yee will
play Vidya Pillai, while Chitra
Magimairajan will fight Aranxta
Sanchis for a berth in the semifinals.
In the first of the ladies quarterfinals multiple time World
and Asian champion Ng On Yee
of Hong Kong defeated Vidya Pillai of India 3-0.
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MINERVA
PUNJAB PLAYS
2-2 DRAW

CHINA OPEN

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BHUBNESHWAR : Minerva Punjab
failed to earn three points
against Manang Marshyangdi
Club in their first home game of
AFC Cup group stage at Kalinga
Stadium, Bhubaneshwar, on
Wednesday night.
Minerva started on a strong
note from the start.
S Gopalan scored from a
rebound off the Manang’s
defender in the ninth minute to
establish Minerva’s intent of
fetching three points. Minerva
could not make more headway
despite continuous attacks but
were denied by the opposition
goalkeeper.
Minerva’s centre back Robert
Primus limped out due to an
injury and Manang managed to
create pressure.
The pressure paid off as they
were awarded a penalty in the
33rd minute but failed to equalise as Minerva’s goalkeeper
Arshdeep made a brilliant save
to deny the Manang striker.
The first half score stood at
1-0.
Minerva Punjab started the
second half with a clear intent of
increasing their lead but their
chances went in vain as they
failed to convert.
Shreyas successfully blocked
Al Amna’s shot in the 55th
minute, followed by another
shot, which went just wide of
the post.
Khalif Alhassan also succeeded in coming very close
with a curled shot at the outer
post. Manang levelled the score
1-1 by scoring off a low cross.
Minerva Punjab tried to
strike back by putting pressure
on their opponents half.
The pressure built on Manang earned Minerva a penalty in
the 67th minute.
Kareem Omolaja’s spot kick
took Minerva one up with a
score of 2-1 in the 86th minute.
Minerva’s looked all certain to
fetch three points but their
hopes were shattered as Manang’s equalised in the 89th minute.
With this draw, Minerva Punjab have three points from three
games and are placed third in
the group E.
Minerva are now set to play
Manang in the reverse fixture
on May 15 in Nepal.

n

Jeev Milkh Singh was tied-69th at the end of the first day of the
HT FILE
25th Volvo China Open.

Jeev shows some
spark; Khalin
best placed Indian
Agencies
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SHENZHEN (CHINA) : Former Volvo
China Open champion Jeev
Milkha Singh seem to have
turned the clock for a while as
he was three-under through 16
holes in the first round of the
25th Volvo China Open. However, he then double bogeyed
the 18th to finish one-under 71
and was Tied-69th at the end of
the first day.
Meanwhile, the best Indian
on day one was Khalin Joshi,
who had a great start at threeunder through first five holes.
He also ended at three-under
despite three bogeys after that.
After birdies on 10th, 13th and
14th, he dropped 16th and 18th to
turn in one-under 35.
He birdied first but bogeyed
fourth. Then he birdied seventh
and ninth to finish with 69 and
was T-33rd.
Among other Indians Shiv
Kapur (70) was T-46th, while
Gaganjeet Bhullar, SSP Chawrasia and Jeev shot 71 each to be
T-69th. Ajeetesh Sandhu (74)
and Viraj Madappa (76) were
T-117 and T-141.
Jeev, starting from the first,
birdied third but dropped shots
on fourth and sixth. A hat-trick
of birdies from seventh to ninth
saw him turn two-under.
Another birdie on 13th saw him
get to three-under, before the
double on 18th.

American David Lipsky
together with Spain’s Jorge
Campillo and Finland’s Tapio
Pulkkanen took charge of the
first round by carding matching
seven-under-par 65s to set the
early pace.
Coming off a fifth place finish
in Morocco last week, Lipsky,
the 2014 Asian Tour Order of
Merit winner, continued his
good form at the Genzon Golf
Club by marking his card with
eight birdies and one bogey for a
slender one-advantage over
compatriot John Catlin as well
as China’s Wu Ashun and Jin
Daxing.
Catlin, who was one of the
breakout stars on the Asian
Tour in 2018, enjoyed a bogeyfree round 66 to start promisingly.
Jin and Wu delighted the
home crowd when they emerged
as the highest placed Chinese
after day one when they both
traded seven birdies against one
bogey to stay in the title hunt.
Given a clean bill of health
now, Philippines’ Miguel Tabuena fought his way back from a
back injury by signing for a 65 to
be bunched in tied-sixth place
which was also included Malaysia’s Gavin Green and China’s
Li Haotong.
Sweden’s Alexander Bjork
opened his title defence of the
Volvo China Open by posting a
70 to trail the leaders by five
shots in a share of 46th place.

KKR FACE KXIP IN MUST WIN MATCH

n

Kolkata Knight Riders and Kings XI Punjab players during a
fielding session at the IS Bindra PCA Stadium in Mohali on
Thursday. Both teams had to rush back to their respective
hotels as their training sessions were cutshort by rain on
Thursday evening. KXIP and KKR are desperately eyeing a
victory to remain in the contention for the Indian Premier
League 2019 playoff berths. Both the teams have 10 points from
12 matches.
PHOTOS: ANIL DAYAL/HT

MOHALI: The head coach of Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR), Jacques Kallis,
said that the omission of spinner
Kuldeep Yadav from the team was
done keeping in mind the team’s
balance and he’s quite sure that it
would not affect his performance in
the upcoming World Cup.
KKR are in a must win situation
against hosts Kings XI Punjab to
remain in contention for the playoff
berths.
“The wickets we have played on at
Eden Gardens this year, it hasn’t
spun at all and it has been tough for
spinners. It has been a tough year
for him but he will learn from this.
You have got to understand 50-over
format is quite different from
the 20-over format,” Kallis said.
“I don’t think it will affect him, it’s
just a different format and unfortunately looking at the makeup of the
side, he has not played the last
couple of games. He has been
working quite hard in the nets and
seems to be getting it right again,

so I am sure he will be okay for the
World Cup,” he added.
KKR’s decision to drop Kuldeep
from the playing XI in the last two
matches of KKR against Rajasthan
Royals and Mumbai Indians made
many heads turn and many people
criticised the team’s decision to
drop the spinner from the team
before the upcoming World Cup.
The team suffered six straight
defeats after registering four wins
out of their opening five matches.
KKR was able to win their last
match against Mumbai Indians on
Sunday at Eden Gardens in Kolkata
and as a result of that win, the
team still remains in the hunt for
playoffs. Kolkata currently stands
at the sixth position in the IPL
league standings with 10 points
from 12 matches. The team take on
Kings XI Punjab on Friday at Mohali
at 8pm. Big hitters Andre Russell
and Chris Gayle will be in focus as
both the teams chase a win.
HTC/AGENCIES
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MC INITIATES CLEANING OF SIDHWAN CANAL

shortstories
TEACHER BOOKED
FOR BEATING UP
PLAYWAY STUDENT
LUDHIANA : Police have booked a
private school teacher for
beating up a two-year-old girl in
her class. The accused has been
identified as Jaspreet Kaur, a
teacher at Ramgarhia Co-education School, Partap Nagar. Babli,
mother of the student, Sehajpreet Kaur, told the police that
when she went to pick up her
daughter, a playway student,
from school on Thursday, she
found her crying. On enquiring
from her daughter, she found out
that her teacher had beaten her
up. Acting on her complaint,
police have booked the teacher
under Sections 323 (voluntarily
causing hurt) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian Penal
Code and Section 75 of the
HTC
Juvenile Justice Act.

BJP workers protest
‘false’ case against biker
LUDHIANA : BJP workers staged a
protest at the Jamalpur police
station, accusing police of falsely
implicating a motorcyclist in a
reckless driving case. The protesters demanded suspension of ASI
Jaswinder Singh, who lodged an
FIR against Abhishek of Bhamiyan
Khurd. Abhishek claimed even
though the accident was caused
due to a motorcycle coming from
the wrong side, he was booked in
the case on the complaint of
Sarabhjit Singh of Bhaini Colony.
He alleged three people were
illegally riding the other motorcycle. Inspector Surinder Kumar,
SHO, Jamalpur station, said they
will take appropriate action after
HTC
investigation.

debate of
the week
POLITICAL RALLIES

HOW SHOULD
AUTHORITIES
DEAL WITH IT?
As Ludhiana gears up for
polls, the city residents
should also brace themselves
to face traffic jams as the
candidates take out roadshows which often lead to
choking of the roads. What
steps should the authorities
take to avoid jams during
extensive campaigning by
party leaders?
Share your views with
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by May 5.

7:05pm
5:41am

LUDHIANA CAGERS RETURN HOME WITH BASKETBALL TITLE
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Vinayka is CBSE Class 12 district topper
SECOND IN PUNJAB A humanities student at Atam Devki Niketan, she
scored 495 out of 500 marks, with a perfect 100 in sociology and Hindi
Deepa Sharma Sood
n

deepa.sharma@htlive.com

97.4% marks to stand out in the
medical stream and bag the
fourth position in the district.

SPLENDID SHOW Girls outrank boys again, bag top positions in
all four streams leaving behind 12,000 students who took the exams

THESUPERFIVE

LUDHIANA : With a score of 99%,

Vinayka Sharma, 17, a humanities student of Atam Devki
Niketan, Kidwai Nagar, has
topped Ludhiana district in the
Class 12 examinations conducted by the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE).
She also secured the second
position in Punjab.
Around 12,000 students
appeared in the exams in Ludhiana across four streams: nonmedical, medical, commerce
and humanities.
The results were announced
on the CBSE website on
Thursday.
Once again, girls outshone
boys in Ludhiana by clinching
top positions in all four streams.
Aaina Makkar of Sacred
Heart Senior Secondary School,
BRS Nagar, and Rhythm Singla
of DAV Public School, BRS
Nagar, came second in the district and topped the commerce
stream with 98.4% marks.
They were followed by
Anushka Chaudhary of Sacred
Heart Convent School, Sarabha
Nagar, who was first in the nonmedical stream with 98.2%
marks.
Milanpreet Kaur of BCM
Arya Model Senior Secondary
School, Shatri Nagar, scored

PERFECT 100 CLUB
A perfect 100 in sociology and
Hindi, 99 in home science, and 98
marks each in English and political science took Vinayka, who
aspires to be a news anchor, to
the top.
Rhythm scored 100 marks in
economics, followed by 99 in
mathematics and business studies, 98 in accounts and 96 marks
in English. She is fascinated by
business as a profession.
Hoping to follow in the footsteps of her father, a chartered
accountant, Aaina got 100
marks in her favourite subject
accounts and informatics practices (IP), 99 in economics, and
97 and 96 marks in business
studies and English, respectively.
Her sight set on becoming a
software engineer, Anushka
scored 99 marks each in mathematics, IP and chemistry. In
other subjects, she scored 98
marks and 96 marks in English
and Physics.
Milanpreet, the daughter of a
farmer, was awarded 100 marks
in both biology and music. In
other subjects, she got 97 marks
in English, and 95 marks each in
physics and chemistry. Her
interest lies in research.

99%

98.4%

98.4%

98.2%

97.4%

Humanities

Commerce

Commerce

Non-medical

Medical

VINAYKA SHARMA, 17

AAINA MAKKAR, 17

RHYTHM SINGLA, 17

School: Sacred Heart Senior
Secondary School, BRS Nagar.

School: DAV Public School, BRS Nagar.

ANUSHKA
CHAUDHARY, 17

MILANPREET KAUR, 17

School: Atam Devki Niketan,
Kidwai Nagar
Career aim: Inspired by Sudhir
Chaudhary and Rajesh Sharma, she
wants to become a news anchor.

Career aim: She wants to become a
chartered accountant like her father.

Career aim: She wants to pursue
business as a profession after studying at Sri Ram College of Commerce.

Success mantra: “Work hard, but
smartly.”

Success mantra: “Self-study and
being regular in school.”

Study hours: “I had no specific hours
devoted to studying.”

Study hours: “I never stuck to a time
table, but devoted two to three hours
to self-study daily.”

School: Sacred Heart Convent School,
Sarabha Nagar.
Career aim: She wants to become a
software engineer.

School: BCM Arya Model Senior
Secondary School, Shastri Nagar.
Career aim: She wants to become a
researcher.

Success mantra: “Refraining from
social media and smartphones helped
me stay focused on my goal. It’s also
important to remain regular in school.”

Success mantra: “I focussed on
studying from NCERT books. One
should first clear the basics and
understand concepts before referring
to extra books.”

Study hours: “I devoted two to three
hours to studying every day and
remain determined to score well.”

Study hours: “Self-study is important, so I devoted two to three hours
to it every day.”

Parents: Father Sanjeev Chaudhary is
a consultant at KPMG and mother
Anjana Chaudhary is an accounts and
economics teacher at her school.
Anushka says they are her driving
force.

Parents: Father Amarjeet Singh is a
farmer and mother Rupinder Kaur is a
mathematics teacher at Nankana
Sahib Public School, Gill Road. They
constantly motivated her, says
Milanpreet.

Meditation, yoga helped these sportspersons strike balance

FUGITIVE
BOOKED FOR NOT
SURRENDERING
HIS WEAPON

Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA :It’s not easy to excel in
academics as well as ports, but
Pramila and Mehakpreet Kaur
of BCM Arya Model Senior
School have managed to score
96.2% and 95.6%, respectively, in
the Class 12 CBSE exams.
They both appeared in the
exams from the humanities
stream. Both have represented
their school at the CBSE
National Badminton Championship, Pramila four times and
Meharpreet Kaur once.
Meditation played a large part
in her success, says Pramila.
“Being a sportsperson I under-

Success mantra: “Remain calm and
eat healthy. Keep yourself stress free.
Always proceed with planning.”
Study hours: “I used to set a daily
target to study a particular lesson. I
don’t believe in specific study hours.
Consistency and hard work are key to
scoring well.”
Parents: Father Rajesh Sharma is an
astrologer and mother Vinod Sharma
is a housemaker. Vinakya attributes
her success to encouragement by her
mother.

›

Try meditation, it has
helped me a lot, both in
academics and sports. Being
a sportsperson I understand
how important discipline and
time management are and all
my hard work has paid off.

Parents: Father Pardeep Makkar is a
chartered accountant and mother Anu
Makkar is a homemaker. She says they
and her teachers guided her to
success.

stand how important discipline
and time management are
and I am proud to say that all my
hard work has paid off,” she
says.
“Try meditation, it has helped

quality photos of students who have scored 95% or more in the CBSE
Class-12 exams for publication to htschoolresults@gmail.com.

›

Yoga keeps me going
and that’s the reason
why I find it easy to maintain a
balance between studies and
sports. Individuals who are
true to themselves will have
their path ‘revealed’ to them.
MEHARPREET KAUR, scored 95.6%

me a lot , both in academics and
sports,” she advises juniors, adding, “I am also thankful to my
parents who have supported me
in every challenge I undertook.”
A regular at the gym, Meharp-

Sacks of wheat getting drenched in the rain at the grain market in Ludhiana on Thursday.

HT PHOTO

0.3mm rain causes mercury
to plunge to 32.6 degrees
HT Correspondent
LUDHIANA:After days of scorching

on Wednesday to 32.6 degrees on
Thursday. Similar weather conditions are expected to continue
for the next few days.

heat, the 0.3mm rain on Thursday
caused the temperature to drop
by six degrees, bringing relief to
city residents.
According to the School of Climate Change and Agricultural
Meteorology, Punjab Agricultural University, following the
showers, the maximum temperature came down from 39.1 degrees

FARMERS WORRIES
While the rain was welcomed by
residents, it will delay harvesting
of wheat crop, with experts saying that it may also increase moisture in the grains.
Hundreds of sacks of wheat
grain were drenched in the rain at
the grain market on Thursday.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Baldev Singh, chief agriculture officer Ludhiana, said 5% of
the total wheat crop in Ludhiana
had yet to be harvested, and the
rain will delay the process. He
said the showers might increase
moisture in the wheat, causing
loss in lustre.
Agro-meteorologist KK Gill
said this weather disturbance
was predicted and farmers were
alerted well in advance. They
were advised not to harvest
wheat till May 3.

career out of it,” she says.
Regular hours of studies
helped too and the message Pramila wants to give to her juniors
is: “Follow what your heart says
and success will automatically
follow.”
Meharpreet Kaur dreams of
helping the underprivileged and
also wants to be an English professor.
A strong believer in destiny,
she says individuals who is are
true to themselves will have
their path “revealed” to them.
She and her father are also
currently working on a project
in which they are spreading
awareness on ill effects of using
plastic.

reet Kaur says yoga keeps her
going and that’s the reason why
she finds it easy to maintain a
balance between studies and
sports.
Pramila agrees, saying, “One

has to maintain a healthy balance between sports and academics.” She practises the sport
for three hours a day to improve
her skills. “Badminton is what I
love and I will like to make a

20-yr-old married
woman commits
suicide by hanging

Bains’ wife takes
back papers, now 22
candidates in fray

LUDHIANA :A 20-year-old married

n

Parents: Father Rajan Singla and
mother Anupam are both into rice
trade. She credits them and her
teachers for her success.

NOTE TO SCHOOLS: School principals are welcome to send good

PRAMILA, scored 96.2% marks

HC takes note
of pollution near
Ludhiana jail, puts
Punjab on notice
CHANDIGARH:The Punjab and Haryana high court has put the Punjab government on notice on a
report received from the district
and sessions judge, Ludhiana,
about jail inmates’ complaint of
pollution near the Ludhiana Central Jail.
The judge had forwarded a
complaint received from the jail
superintendent against alleged
havoc created by over 200 dyeing
mills operating near the jail by
releasing toxic gases. These
gases have harmful effects on the
surroundings as well as on
drinking water.
In their complaint to the jail
superintendent, a large number
of jail inmates had requested
that their lives be saved from the
harmful effects of the toxic gases
released by dyeing mills. They
alleged that many of them were
suffering from serious diseases,
like “kala pilia”, lung diseases
and eye ailments.
Treating the report as a public
interest litigation, the high court
bench of chief justice Krishna
Murari and justice Arun Palli
issued a notice to the state government for May 14. The court
also appointed advocate HC
Arora as amicus curiae (friend of
court) in the case.
HTC

Sunset on Friday
Sunrise on Satuday

woman ended her life by hanging
herself at her rented accommodation in Janakpuri on Thursday. The deceased was identified
as Sonia, 20. She married Rohit
Yadav of Siwan district, Bihar,
around 10 months ago. He works
as a labourer.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Gurjit Singh of Janakpuri police,
who is investigating the case,
said the reason behind her
extreme step had been not established yet.
He said the woman’s fatherin-law Narinder Yadav was first
to witness the body hanging from
the ceiling fan.
Narinder told the police that
as he was ill, he stayed at home
on Thursday. In the afternoon
when the water supply resumed,
he asked Sonia to fill the buckets.
When she did not respond to his
voice, he went to her room to find
her lifeless body hanging from
the ceiling fan.
He raised the alarm and
informed his neighbours, who
sounded the police.
The ASI said they had
informed Sonia’s parents who
lived in Bihar. They are expected
to arrive in Ludhiana on Friday.
“We will take further action after
their statement,” he said.
The body has been sent to the
civil hospital for autopsy. HTC

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hiindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Surinder Kaur, wife of

Lok Insaaf Party president
Simarjeet Singh Bains, withdrew her nomination papers on
Thursday.
She had filed her candidature
as the covering candidate for
her husband, who has been
fielded by the Punjab Democratic Alliance (PDA).
After Bains’ papers were
accepted following scrutiny, her
papers were considered as that
of an independent candidate.
With her withdrawal, now 22
candidates are in fray from the
Ludhiana Parliamentary constituency that goes to polls on
May 19.
As many as 16.8 lakh are
set to seal the fate of the 22
candidates.
Earlier, papers of two independent and five covering candidates were rejected on Tuesday during the scrutiny of nominations.
Ludhiana is set to witness a
tough fight between Mahesh
Inder Singh from the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD), Ravneet Singh
Bittu from the Congress party
and Simarjeet Singh Bains from
the PDA.

Other candidates in fray from
recognised political parties
include Sukhwinder Singh from
the Nationalist Congress Party
and Tej Pal Singh from the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP).
Candidates from registered
political parties whose papers
were approved are Amarjit
Singh from Bharatiya Lok Seva
Dal, Darshan Singh from Jai
Jawan Jai Kisan Party, Daljit
Singh from Peoples Party of
India (Secular), Davinder Bhagria from Hindustan Shakti
Sena, Dildar Singh from
Ambedkarite Party of India,
Pardeep Singh from Samaj
Adhikar Kalyan Party, Baljit
Singh from Bharat Prabhat
Party, Baldev Raj Katna from
Nationalist Justice Party, Brijesh Kumar from Peoples Party
of India (Democratic), Bintu
Kumar Taank from Ambedkar
National Congress, Mohd Naseem Ansari from Rashtriya
Sahara Party, Rajinder Kumar
from Hindu Samaj Party and
Ram Singh Daepak from Bahujan Mukti Party.
Besides, independent candidates Surinder Kaur, Jasdeep
Singh, Jai Parkash Jain, Mahinder Singh and Ravinder Pal
Singh are also contesting the
elections.

LUDHIANA :Wanted for kidnapping

and raping a 25-year-old woman
in July 2016, a proclaimed
offender has been booked for not
surrendering his .380-bore pistol
after his arm licence was cancelled by the deputy commissioner of police in 2016.
The accused, Jaswinder Pal
Singh Walia, of Rajguru Nagar,
has been booked under Section 30
of the Arms Act on the complaint
of inspector Brij Mohan.
Mohan said the accused had
three weapons — a .12-bore double-barrel rifle, a .315-bore rifle
and a .380-bore pistol.
He had earlier wilfully deposited his weapons to Sher-e-Punjab Arms Company, Lahori Gate,
Patiala in 2016. But, he collected
his .380-bore pistol from there on
April 4, 2016, while the other two
weapons remained deposited.
On July 20, 2016, Singh allegedly abducted a female gym
trainer outside a gym. He
snatched her mobile phone and
took her to his house in Rajguru
Nagar, where he raped her at
gunpoint and threatened to kill
her if she screamed.
The Sarabha Nagar police had
then booked him under Sections
363 (kidnapping), 366 (kidnapping, abducting or inducing
woman to compel her marriage,
etc), 354 (assault or criminal force
to woman with intent to outrage
her modesty), 376 (rape) of the
Indian Penal Code, and the Arms
Act. Thereafter, the DCP ordered
cancellation of his arms licence
on August 23, 2016. But he failed to
deposit his .380-bore pistol.
As he remained at large, a
court declared him a proclaimed
offender on March 8, 2017.
Walia is already facing trial in
two cases at Andhra Pradesh,
where he was booked for grabbing his friend’s Audi car. HTC

WAS BOOKED IN 2016
FOR KIDNAPPING AND
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City cagers win youth championship
DOUBLE HURRAH The under-17 boys team bagged the winners’ trophy and the girls team stood second in the tournament
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The under-17 basket-

ball players (boys and girls)
received a warm welcome by the
authorities of Ludhiana Basketball Academy at Guru Nanak
Stadium, here on Thursday,
after the boys team bagged the
winners’ trophy and the girls
team stood second in the Youth
Punjab Basketball Championship that concluded in Kapurthala on May 1.
In the super league, the boys
of Ludhiana Academy defeated
Patiala by 40-10, then clinched
victory over Jalandhar by 49-25
and won over Mohali by 40-15 to
lift the title.
Among boys, Jalandhar stood
second, Patiala and Mohali
secured the third and the fourth

positions, respectively.
Among girls, Ludhiana
defeated Bathinda by 43-23, then
lost to Mohali by 69-73 but in the
match against Kapurthala, the
girls of Ludhiana managed to
secure victory by 48-42 to settle
at the second position.
Kapurthala was the winner in
the girls group while Mohali and
Bathinda remained at the third
and the fourth positions,
respectively.
Punjab Basketball Association general secretary Teja
Singh Dhaliwal congratulated
the teams for their achievement
and encouraged them to continue their winning streak.
n

HT Correspondent
n

birthday of Guru Nanak , several quiz competitions were
organised by the education
department in various
schools of the district on
Thursday.
Deputy district education
officer (DEO, secondary) Ashish
Kumar said such competitions
were organised in 533 government schools of Ludhiana,
wherein thousands of students
took part.
They were asked questions
related to Guru Nanak Dev’s
life.
More such functions to mark
the 550th birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak will be organised in

The girls’ and boys’ teams after
winning the Youth Punjab
Basketball Championship in
Ludhiana on Thursday. HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Students seeking
admission to Guru Angad Dev
Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University (GADVASU) for fouryear bachelors programme in
fisheries sciences, biotechnology
and dairy technology will not
have to take a separate entrance
test from the upcoming session.
Admissions will be given to the
candidates on the basis of marks
obtained by them in Class 12, the
university academic council
announced on Thursday.
The council has made some
changes in the admission process
for various undergraduate programmes in a bid to simplify the
process.
Registrar S Prabhakar said,
“Admissions will be given on the
basis of marks obtained in the
qualifying examination, that is
Class 12, from any recognised
Indian board. Now, candidates
from both medical and non-medical streams will be eligible to get
admission in these courses with
only a single application.” He also
said that special courses will be
offered to the students to make up
their deficiency, if any.

LUDHIANA:

n

Admissions will be given to the candidates on the basis of marks
HT FILE PHOTO
obtained by them in Class 12.

Apart from this, number of
seats in the three courses has also
been increased. Seats in Bachelors of Fisheries Sciences (BFSc
four-year programme) have been
increased from 50 to 75, seats in
Bachelors in Technology (Biotechnology) four-year programme have been increased
from 50 to 75, while the seats for
BTech (Dairy Technology) fouryear programme have been doubled from 25 to 50.
Prabhakhar said the varsity
has also decided to reduce admission and tuition fee of the courses
which are now open for the candi-

ludhiana@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: To mark the 550th

No entrance test for 3
GADVASU courses
n

Quiz contests mark
550th birth anniversary
of first Sikh Guru

dates from other states as well.
Last date to apply for the courses
(offline) is June 21.
The registrar also said that
GADVASU was ranked number
one state agricultural university
in 2018 by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR),
adding that its all constituent
institutes/colleges have been
accredited with the ICAR. Meanwhile, the admissions to Bachelors in Veterinary Sciences and
Animal Husbandry course will
continue through an entrance
test. The last date to apply online
for the course is May 23.

THE COMPETITIONS
WERE ORGANISED
IN 533 GOVERNMENT
SCHOOLS OF LUDHIANA,
WHEREIN THOUSANDS
OF STUDENTS TOOK
PART; THEY WERE
ASKED QUESTIONS
RELATED TO GURU
NANAK DEV’S LIFE
the district, he said.
The Punjab government has
decided to hold functions round
the year to mark the 550th birth
anniversary of the first Sikh
Guru and the founder of the
faith.

‘Cultivate short high-yielding Parmal rice varieties’
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :As the wheat harvest-

ing season is about to get over,
experts from Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) have
urged the farmers to cultivate
short duration and high-yielding rice varieties as these varieties not only produce less stubble but also require less
water.
The experts have advised
the farmers to cultivate Parmal
rice varieties PR 121, PR 122, PR
124 and PR 126, and not to
cultivate Pusa 44 and Peeli
Pusa.
Department of plant breeding
and genetics head GS Mangat
said keeping in the view the
issues of declining underground
water table and increasing pollution level, the university has
developed short duration and
high-yielding Parmal varieties,
which have set records in
terms of productivity and
contribution to the central rice
pool.
“These varieties of rice
require less water, produce less
stubble and give better yield,”
Mangat said.
He said the area under PAU
developed short varieties, has
jumped from 32% in 2012 to 82%
in 2018 in Punjab.
Mangat pointed out that some

›

Although the area under Pusa 44 and Peeli Pusa has
decreased by 30 to 40%, yet it is important to give
up the cultivation of both these varieties in view of water
crisis and paddy straw burning issue.
GS MANGAT, head, department of plant breeding and genetics, PAU

farmers cultivate Pusa 44 and
Peeli Pusa with the perception
of getting higher yield to earn
more profits.
“After taking into account all
the additional costs incurred on
the cultivation of Pusa 44, its net
returns over PR 126 and PR 121
varieties were less by ₹176 and
₹278 per acre, respectively,” he
said.
“If the cost of free electricity
supplied to the farmers for
irrigation is also taken
into account in the input costs,
the net returns from PR 126 and
PR 121 varieties will be
much higher than Pusa 44,” he
added.
‘PR VARIETIES REQUIRE
LESS IRRIGATION’
The ‘PR’ varieties require less
irrigation and pesticides, he
said.
Mangat said, “Water table of
the state is declining at 0.51
metre per annum but the rate of
water table fall in the central
districts (Barnala, Bathinda,

Ludhiana, Mansa, Moga and
Sangrur) is more than 1.0 metre
per annum, which is a matter of
serious concern. In spite of
heavy rainfall during monsoon
2018, the recharge of water table
in these districts is negative,
which calls for attention of
experts.”
As per the survey data, these
districts have a sizeable area of
40 to 60% under long duration
varieties Pusa 44 and Peeli Pusa,
which are water guzzling varieties, he added.
Mangat said although the
area under Pusa 44 and Peeli
Pusa has decreased by 30 to 40%,
yet it is important to give up the
cultivation of both these
varieties in view of water crisis
and paddy straw burning
issue.
He called upon the farmers to
cultivate Punjab Agricultural
University developed short
duration, high yielding Parmal
varieties to reap economic benefits and conserve natural
resources.

Lecture puts spotlight
on precision agriculture
HT correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU) under the
aegis of National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences (NAAS)
organised a lecture on “Remote
sensing for precision agriculture
and plant phenomics” on Thursday.
The lecture was delivered by
Rabi Narayan Sahoo from the
Division of Agricultural Physics, ICAR-Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New Delhi.
Referring to precision agriculture as a smart farming
approach to agriculture, Sahoo
elaborated on the suite of technologies available for smart
farming, including Global Positioning System (GPS) guided
sensors, precision variable rate
technology, robotics, unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and data
analytics.
He dwelled on the use of
remote sensing in phenomics,
which is the science of physical
and biochemical traits of plants,
such as plant growth, performance and composition.
While discussing the technol-

n

Rabi Narayan Sahoo
addressing the gathering
during a lecture on ‘Remote
Sensing for Precision
Agriculture and Plant
Phenomics’ at PAU in Ludhiana
HT PHOTO
on Thursday.

ogy requirement of precision
agriculture, Sahoo explained
how GPS is able to identify each
field location.
PAU vice-chancellor (V-C)
and Padam Shri Awardee BS
Dhillon applauded Sahoo for
sharing a wealth of knowledge
about remote sensing and its
application in precision agriculture, which promises to change
the way farming is practised.

educationnotes
CTU STUDENTS
SPREAD AWARENESS
ON VOTING RIGHTS
LUDHIANA : As elections in Punjab are
due on May 19, students of School of
Fine Arts, CT University (CTU), painted
their faces and designed placards
displaying different slogans to
encourage other students of the
university to cast their ballot. The
students also highlighted messages
like “Vote for better nation” and “Vote
for my safety”.

GNGC students bag third
position in PU MSc exams
LUDHIANA: A student of Guru Nanak
Girls College (GNGC), Model Town,
bagged the third position in Panjab
University (PU) MSc (biotechnology)
third semester examinations. Mandeep Kaur secured 85.6% marks to
clinch third rank in the varsity and
first position in the college. Jasmeen
Kaur Gill stood second in the college
by achieving 78.2% and Simran Joshi
ranked third with 77.8%.

Innovation Fest
at Sat Paul School
LUDHIANA: A three-day innovation
fest commenced at Sat Paul Mittal
School on Thursday. The Satyan
Innovation Fest is being organised by
Sat Paul Mittal School Council in
collaboration with AFS India, Microsoft and World Youth. Miss Teen
Universe India 2017 and Eliferous
founder Srishti Kaur was the chief
guest. Chairman Rakesh Bharti Mittal
greeted the guests and participants.
An introductory video was shown to
the students during the opening
ceremony.

Bal Bharati students apprised
of healthy eating habits
LUDHIANA: An ‘eat right, be right’
activity was organised at Bal Bharati
Public School for students of Class 2
on Thursday. The aim was to encourage children to eat healthy. Students
delivered speeches on healthy eating
habits. A skit was presented to show
the ill-effects of eating junk food.

Basketball competition
held at Ryan Int’l School
LUDHIANA: An inter-house basketball
competition was organised for the
girls of Classes 6 to 10 at Ryan International School, Dugri, on Thursday.
Students of Einstein House and
Raman House competed against each
other in the semi-finals. Einstein
House won the competition.

n

Students of BCM Arya Model Senior Secondary School in a jubilant mood after the CBSE 12 results were announced in Ludhiana on
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Thursday.

Baba Isher Singh Senior Secondary
Public School appeared in the examination and scored excellent marks.
Harpreet Kaur of Class 12 humanities
stream got 89.1%, Naresh Kumar got
89.4% ,Sehajbir Singh of science
stream got 82.4%.

BCM School
LUDHIANA: A total of 28 students of
BCM, Dugri Road, scored 90%and
above. Simranjit Kaur became the
school topper with 97.6% in commerce
stream. Gurleen Kaur scored 96.2%
and topped the school’s science
stream. Harleen Kaur topped the
school’s humanities stream with
94.6%.

Atam Devki Niketan School
LUDHIANA: Students of Atam Devki
Niketan Senior Secondary School,
Kidwai Nagar, performed well in their
respective streams. In humanities
stream, Vinayaka scored 99%, Ishpreet Kaur scored 95.6%, Manveet
Kaur scored 93.4, Riya Maggo scored
92.2%, Rohit Sagar scored 90% and
Viniti Sharma scored 90%. In commerce, Abhishek Sharma scored
92.2%, Ishan Bansal scored 90.8%,
Sakshi scored 90.2% and Bineet Kaur
scored 90%. In science stream, Kritika
scored 92.4% and Jaskirat Singh
scored 90.6%.

school. Mansi stood third in the school
with 92.6% in commerce. Around 63
students bagged A1 grade whereas 64
students got A2 grade.

Sant Ishar Singh Ji
Memorial Public School
LUDHIANA : A total of 122 students of
Sant Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public
School (SISJMPS), Rara Sahib, appeared for the CBSE Class 12 examination. In non-medical stream, Jasmeen
Kaur got 96.2%, Hardeep Kaur got
96%, Manureet Kaur got 95.4% and in
medical stream Darbin Jeet Kaur got
94.8%, Harmanpreet Kaur got 94.4%,
Muskan Sharma got 91.4% in commerce stream Gurjeet Kaur got 94.6%,
Ravnit Kaur got 94.2%, Komalpreet
Kaur got 92.6%. In humanities,
Ranveer Singh got 92.5%, Jashanpreet
Kaur got 90 % and Harman Singh
Panaich got 84.8%.

Sacred Heart School
LUDHIANA : The highest percentage
scored in Sacred Heart Convent Senior
Secondary School, Khanna, was 94.4%
by Isha Duggal. Harleen Kaur stood
seoncd in the school with 94% while
Asheem Ahmed got 93.8% marks in
the science stream. Shubinder Takyar
got 92.2% marks in commerce stream.
As many as 12 students achieved
marks above 90%.

CBSE RESULTS

Tagore Public School

GMT Public School

Several schools in the district reported achieving a 100% result after
the CBSE declared the Class 12 results
on Thursday.

LUDHIANA: As many as ten students
of Tagore Public School secured 90%
and above in Class 12 board examinations. Mehul Bansal with 94.6% in
commerce stream was the top scorer.
Raghav Gupta with 92.8% in nonmedical stream stood second in the

LUDHIANA: Class 12 students of GMT
Public School Jalandhar By pass,
performed well in the examinations.
Isha Jain with 92.2% topped the
school commerce stream, Prince Thind
with 89.6% in the non-medical stream
stood second in the school and Riya

Baba Isher Singh School
LUDHIANA: As many as 53 students of

with 88% stood third. Sanjana scored
90% in humanities. Pragati Jain scored
100 marks in political science and
Prince Thind scored 100 marks in
informatics practices. In accountancy,
Isha Jain scored 99 and Ayushi scored
97 in economics.

from medical with 92.4% marks were
the top scorers of the school. Ramandeep Kaur and Parneet Kaur in fine
arts, Harnoorpreet Kaur and Ramandeep Kaur in music and Lovepreet
Kaur in physical education scored a
100.

BCM School

Gujranwala Guru Nanak school

LUDHIANA: As many as 75 students of
BCM School, Chandigarh Road, scored
above 90% aggregate while 20
students secured 100 marks in various
subjects. Bhawna of commerce
stream got 97.2%. Namandeep Kaur of
humanities scored 97% and Eva Singla
of commerce scored 96.6%. Niharika
Mehta of medical stream got 95.2%
and Pulkin Gupta of non-medical got
93.8%.

LUDHIANA : As many as 95 students of
Gujranwala Guru Nanak Public School
( GGNPS), Rose Garden, appeared for
the Class 12 CBSE examinations. In the
commerce stream, Gurneet Singh
scored 94.6%, Sagandeep Singh
scored 93% and Harsimrat Kaur scored
90%. In the non-medical stream,
Simranjeet Kaur Arora got 91.2%,
Tanveer Singh Kainth got 86.4% and
Jasleen Kaur got 83.2%. In humanities
stream, Muskan Sharma scored 94.2%,
Harleen Kaur scored 87.8% and
Sukhman Kaur Rana scored 87.2%. In
the medical stream, Ketanjeet Singh
and Kamalpreet Kaur scored 89.4%,
Tarandeep Singh scored 81.4% and
Ramneek Kaur got 80.6%.

DCM Presidency School
LUDHIANA: Ajay Goyal of DCM
Presidency School bagged 96.2 % and
topped the district in financial market
management stream. In science
stream, Shreya Gupta secured 96.6%
and in commerce, Preeti Dahiya
scored 98 %. Students gave the credit
of their success to their teachers.
Principal Rajni Kalra congratulated all
the students,parents and teachers.
Meanwhile, the elementary campus
of DCM Presidency School organised a
talent hunt for students of Prep 1 to
Class 1.

Guru Gobind Singh school
LUDHIANA: Students of Guru Gobind
Singh Public School (GGSPS), Daad,
excelled in the CBSE Class 12 examinations. Anureet Grewal from commerce
with 97.4%, Dilnoor Kaur from commerce with 94% and Sanjana Mittal

Shamrock Christian school
LUDHIANA: The subject-wise highest
marks of Shamrock Christian Senior
Secondary School are 98 in English, 95
in physics, 95 in chemistry,98 in
economics, 95 in accountancy, 91 in
business studies, 98 in physical
education, 97 in biology, 97 in math,
100 in painting, 98 in music and 97 in
dance. Janvi Sharma of medical
stream scored 96%, Depinder Singh of
non-medical got 95%, Ritik Dogra
scored 92% and Mehtabjot got 90%.
In commerce, Ridhi Malhotra scored
91% followed by Anirudh Sharma with
90%. Students secured A1 and A2
grades.

n

Students during an activity at Bal Bharati Public School in Ludhiana on Thursday.

BVM School, Udham Nagar
LUDHIANA: Mehak of medical stream
with 95.4%, scored the highest in
Bhartiya Vidya Mandir School, Udham
Singh Nagar. Saloni Jaswal scored
93.6% and Anmol got 90.24%. Nidhi of
non-medical stream got 92.6%
followed by Nakul who scored 91.6%
and Lavish with 91.2%. In commerce
stream, Muskan Maini, Sunidhi and
Mukul scored 93.8%, followed by
Radhika with 93.4% and Shivani with
92.8%.

HVM Convent School
LUDHIANA: A total of 101 students of
HVM Convent Senior Secondary
School appeared in the CBSE board
examination in medical, non-medical,
commerce and humanities streams.
The subject toppers of the school
include Gurleen Kaur-English 97%,
Ranvir Singh physics-91%, Kunal
Chander chemistry-95%, Gurvinder
Kaur-biology 95%, Sahil Jangra-business studies 95%, Anubhav Goyal-accountancy 95%, Anubhav Goyal-economics 95%,Gurleen Kaur and Mansi
Rana-political science 95%,Gurleen
Kaur-history 98%,Gurleen Kaur-Punjabi 94%, Ranvir Singh and Anjaliinformatics practices 97% and Sahil
Arora and Deepanshu Dulta-physical
education 97%.

BVM School, Kitchlu Nagar
LUDHIANA: As many as 240 students
of Bhartiya Vidya Mandir, Kitchlu
Nagar, appeared for the CBSE Class 12
examinations out of which 43 students secured 90% and above. In
biology, Kritika Verma and in economics, Meha Maggo and Kamakshi
scored a 100. Meha Maggo with 97.2%

scored the highest in school in the
commerce stream followed by
Kamakshi 96.8% and, Niti Singla and
Karan Saggu with 96%. Principal
Neelam Mittar congratulated the
students. Preeti Gaba with 95.6% was
the top scorer in the school in the
non-medical stream, followed by
Srishti with 94.8%and Akhil Nair with
94.4%. In the medical stream, Kritika
Verma with 96.8% stood first in the
school, followed by Dilpreet Singh
and Tarunpreet Kaur with 94.8% each
and Sakshi with 92.8%.

Gobindgarh Public School
LUDHIANA: As many as 225 students
of Gobindgarh Public School appeared for Class 12 CBSE examination.
Kirti Jain, Tanisha Verma and Harsewakpreet Kaur from medical stream
scored first, second and third positions in the school with 95.8%, 95.4%
and 94.8% respectively. In non
medical stream, Parneet Kaur and
Charu Sachdeva stood first in the
school with 97% followed by Jaskirat
Singh with 96.8% and Satnam Singh
with 94.8%. Sukriti Maan topped the
school’s commerce stream with
98.6%, followed by Akshita Goyal and
Kirandeep Kaur with 96.6% and
Ankita with 96.2%. Gurnoor Singh
Brar, Sehajdeep Kaur and Donna RK
stood first, second and third in the
school’s humanities section with
95.6%, 95.4% and 94.6% respectively.

Green Grove Public School
LUDHIANA : Manmeet Kaur of Green
Grove Public School topped Khanna,
Doraha and Fatehgarh region with
97% in commerce stream. She scored
100% in physical education, 98% in
economics and 97% in business

HT PHOTO

studies and 98% in accounts. Simranjeet Kaur of non-medical stream
secured 94.2%, topping the institution
in non-medical stream. Gunjanpreet
Kailey scored 93.8%. Harman Bhardwaj of commerce stream secured
93.4%, Jatin Manchanda of non-medical got 93% , Parmeet of non-medical
got 92.6%, Jasdep Kaur got 92.2% in
medical, Jaskiran Kaur got 91.8% in
commerce, Harleen Kaur got 91.4% in
commerce, Komalpreet got 91% in
non-medical, Harkirat Singh of
non-medical scored 90.4% and Navjot
Singh of medical got 90.2%.

Green Land school
LUDHIANA: As many as 269 students
of Green Land Senior Secondary
Public School, Jalandhar Bypass,
appeared for the CBSE board examinations. As many as 41 students
scored 90% and above. The top
scorers include Taranpreet Kaur of
medical with 96.8%, Lubhanshi of
Commerce stream with 96.4%,
Simranjeet Kaur of non –medical with
95% and Vinny Aadia and Priya Sah of
humanities with 92.4% each.

MGM School
LUDHIANA: School toppers of Mother
Gur Kaur Memorial Public School,
Phase 1, Dugri, are Simratpreet Kaur
with 95%, Pardeepak Singh Sandhu
with 91%, Bhavya Singla with 90%.
Commerce stream high scorers
include Deepak Aggarwal with 91%,
Ishwar Kumar Tandon with 90%,
Simranpreet Kaur with 89%. Humanities stream school toppers are Vaani
Rajveer Kaur with 96%, Avjagroop
Singh Gill with 92%, Bavneet Kaur
with 91%. The principal appreciated
the efforts of the students.
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MC begins cleaning of Sidhwan Canal,
asks residents to stop dumping waste
SWACHH BHARAT Work taken over from irrigation dept following multiple appeals from residents

›

HT Correspondent
n

Similar drives have
been organised in the
past but the condition
becomes the same after
some time as residents do
not stop dumping waste
into the waterbody.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Municipal corporation

(MC) on Thursday kicked off the
cleaning work of Sidhwan Canal
with its own machinery.
The civic body took over the
work from irrigation department
following a long-pending demand
of the city residents.
After drawing flak for their
alleged failure to keep the canal
clean and stop the residents from
dumping waste into it, MC officials said it is the responsibility of
irrigation department but they
showed reluctance in absence of
machinery.
Secretary to the MC, Jasdev
Sekhon, said that similar drives
have been organised in the past
but the condition becomes the
same after some time as the residents do not stop dumping waste
into the waterbody.
This time, the drive has been
taken up with prior permission of
the irrigation department officials and MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar. Sekhon also
said that the MC also issues challans to the residents found dumping waste into the canal, adding
that the drive would be intensified in the coming time. He

JASDEV SEKHON, MC secretary
n

n

Under the drive, the Sidhwan Canal will be cleaned from Lohara canal bridge to Ferozepur road canal
HT PHOTO
bridge.

appealed to the residents to stop
dumping plastic inside the canal.
‘TAKE LEGAL ACTION
AGAINST VIOLATORS’
Members of a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) ‘Transformation of City’, Ravi Arora and
Maneet Diwan said that different

NGOs of the city have raised the
issue several times besides conducting cleaning drives, but no
concrete solution has come out as
the residents are also responsible
for the mess. They have even
tried to stop the residents from
dumping waste into the canal but
to no avail. Apart from issuing

challans to the residents, the MC
should also take legal action
against them, said Arora.
Talking about the civic body’s
plans to come up with a waterfront alongside the canal under
smart city project, he said that the
dirt and filth inside it would
dilute the purpose of the project

Relay hunger strike: Pensioners take
out motorcycle rally on second day
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:The relay hunger strike
by members of Punjab and UT
Employees and Pensioners Joint
Action Committee entered the
second day on Thursday.
The members have been protesting against the state government’s inaction to fulfil their
demands, including regularisation and release of pending Dear-

ness Allowances (DA). The protesters organised a motorcycle
protest rally starting from the
mini secretariat to the house of
sitting member of Parliament
(MP) and congress candidate
Ravneet Singh Bittu near Rose
garden.
The members handed over a
memorandum to mayor Balkar
Sandhu in absence of Bittu and
demanded that the state government should fulfil their demands

or they shall intensify the protest.
The members continued the
hunger strike during rain on
Thursday and said the protest
will continue for 24 hours and
three or five members will sit on
relay hunger strike on a daily
basis.
Punjab Pensioners’ Union
president Gurmail Singh and
Pensioners’ United Front convener DP Maur said the contractual employees, pensioners and

mid-day meal workers are struggling with their long-pending
demands, including regularisation. Maur said, “Congress government had made tall promises
ahead of Vidhan Sabha polls in
2017 but failed to fulfil them after
coming to power. Despite protests
organised in different parts of the
state and several memorandums
submitted to the government, the
employees and pensioners are
still struggling.”

POLLBUZZ
Congress govt
has betrayed
farmers: Grewal
Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) candidate Mahesh Inder
Singh Grewal on Thursday
lashed out at the Congress government in the state for its failure to lift wheat from mandis,
saying farmers were left at the
mercy of the corrupt officials of
the food and civil supplies
department and other purchasing agencies.
Addressing a series of public
meetings in various rural areas
of the Ludhiana parliamentary
constituency, Grewal said the
food and civil supplies department had completely given up
as the minister, Bharat
Bhushan Ashu, was busy elsewhere.
Belying the claims of the government that they were being
paid within 24 hours after lifting of crops, he alleged that the
farmers were neither getting
paid for their crops nor were the
crops being lifted. “When you

n

SAD candidate Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal addressing a campaign rally in Ludhiana on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

go to the mandis, there is no
such thing on the ground,” he
claimed, adding that the state
government had been completely exposed.
Grewal challenged sitting
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu to

show one single mandi in his
constituency where farmers
had got their payments on time.
Grewal also welcomed the
United Nations Security Council decision to designate Masood Azhar as a global terrorist.

He said Indian foreign policy
had never been so effective,
forceful and successful as it was
today under the leadership of
Narendra Modi, who had
proved that the country was in
safe hands.

Modi ruined trade and industry of Punjab: Ashu
Speaking at the 46th annual
general meeting of the Wholesale Cycle Dealers’ Association, cabinet minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu said Narendra
Modi had totally ruined the
industry of Punjab, and on
forming government at the
Centre, UPA will scrap GST
for three years, and later
implement it in only one slab.
Addressing the gathering,
Congress candidate and MP
Ravneet Singh Bittu said the
Akali-BJP government did
nothing for the industry’s welfare during its 10-year tenure

in Punjab.
He said after his six-month
toil, he succeeded to get the
Halwara Airport project
cleared with the support of
chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh. He said 300 acres
had been acquired for the
project, and international
flights will initiate within two
years. Cargo facility will also
be available for the benefit of
businessmen.
Bittu said during his tenure, besides other projects, a
₹700-crore exhibition centre
on 9.5 acres was also cleared.

On completion of the elevated
bridge on Ferozepur Road , it
will take only 17 minutes to
reach Halwara airport from
Ludhiana, and businessmen
won’t have to go to Amritsar,
Chandigarh or Delhi to travel
abroad.
He appealed to the industrialists and traders to vote in his
favour so he could get development works of Ludhiana completed speedily.
Mayor Balkar Singh and
DCCI president Ashwani
Sharma were also present on
the occasion.

n

which is to beautify the waterbody.
Last year, drives conducted by
various NGOs over the issue had
been led by mayor Balkar Sandhu, and councillor and wife of
cabinet minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu, Mamta Ashu.
Councillor Mamta Ashu and
mayor Sandhu said that it is their
aim to develop the canal, known
as lifeline of the city, into a
picnic spot.
Mamta said that her team is
also seeking suggestions from the
residents to make it a unique
model of development in Punjab.
The MC has already floated
tenders for water front project
alongside the canal under the
smart city project.

TRAINING
ON ENERGY
CONSERVATION
CODE UNDERWAY
LUDHIANA : Over 30 participants,

including architects, builders,
students and other professionals,
are taking part in a training programme on Energy Conservation
Building Code (ECBC) 2017 that
kicked off at The Institution of
Engineers(India) IE(I), Dugri
Road, on Thursday.
Jointly organised by M/s Punjab Energy Development Agency
(PEDA) and The Institution of
Engineers (India), Ludhiana
local chapter, the two-day event
aims to promote the knowledge
about ECBC 2017 which has now
become mandatory as per a notification of Punjab government.
PEDA senior district manager
Anupam Nand and chairman of
IE(I), Ludhiana, RL Mahajan,
inaugurated the programme. On
the occasion, Gagandeep Singh
from PEDA said that energy conservation was the need of the
hour.
Master trainer and a ECBC faculty trainer, Abu Talha, gave the
participants an insight into the
compliance procedure for ECBC
and highlighted the importance
of proper design of building
envelope. In another technical
section, he introduced the audience to the lighting controls and
the importance of proper lighting. On Friday, master trainer
Vevaik Mahajan will discuss the
aspects of electrical power consumption norms followed by simulation showing the effects in an
energy conservation building
code compliant building. HTC

Artistes staging a play during an event organised by the Punjab Sabhyachar Manch at Punjabi Bhawan
in Ludhiana on Wednesday night.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

Book mela marks centenary of
Jallianwala Bagh massacre
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Over 70 exhibitors from
different regions of Haryana and
Punjab came together to showcase a book mela on the occasion
of Labour Day and mark the 100th
anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh
massacre at Punjabi Bhawan on
Wednesday night.
The exhibitors, who also
hailed from Sirsa and Kurukshetra of Haryana, and Chandigarh, displayed a collection of
books ranging from cult philosophy to modern day literature during the event. It was organised by
Punjab Sabhyachar Manch.
Manch president Amolak
Singh said, “The event is being
organised from past 37 years.
Book store owners, theatre
artistes and musicians have

›

Discussions, along
with sessions on
music, dance, drama and
poetry, were held all night
till 4:30 in the morning.
AMOLAK SINGH , Punjab
Sabhyachar Manch president

actively been assuring their participation to celebrate the occasion of Labour Day and also discuss the harsh grim realities of
today’s world.”
“Discussions alongside sessions of music, dance, drama,
poetry are held all night till 4:30
am,” he said. Around 2,000 people
attended the event.
A visitor, Darpan Kaur, said, “I
have come from Sirsa and I am

LS polls: AAP opts for Three Ludhiana
held for
telephonic counselling women
snatching gold
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: In absence of a strong

contender with the exit of HS
Phoolka , Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has now opted for one-toone counselling of voters policy to
encourage the residents choose
the party, by making direct calls
on their mobile phones.
During the call, if a voter
chooses any party other than
AAP, the callers talk about Delhi
model of the AAP government
and slam other parties for their
alleged failure in keeping up with
the promises made to public.
Party candidate from Ludhiana LS constituency, Tejpal Gill,
said the decision has been taken
by the high command and the
calls are being made by the party
volunteers through call centres.
The agenda behind the move is to
spread awareness about the work
done by the AAP in Delhi and
encourage them vote for their
candidates. The residents are still
deprived of potable drinking
water in many areas and problem
of clogged sewer lines is creating
trouble in over 50 percent wards
of the city, said Gill.
He further slammed Punjab

Democratic Alliance candidate
Simarjeet Singh Bains, stating
that he has failed to raise voice
against cabinet minister Bharat
Bhushan Ashu, who is involved
in alleged change of land use
scam. The AAP firstly faced
trouble finding a popular face in
absence of HS Phooka who stood
at second position with 2.8 lakhs
votes in the last LS elections. Senior leaders of the party, including
district president Daljit Grewal
and district youth president Amarinder Jassowal also joined Congress recently.

NOTICE FROM EC
Callers questioning the voters
about who would they vote has
raised eyebrows as some voters
suspect that it is a violation of the
secrecy of vote norms. Assistant
returning officer of Atam Nagar
constituency, Manjeet Singh
Cheema, and AAP candidate Gill,
however, said that it is not a violation and secrecy of vote violation
is committed when someone is
present inside the polling booth
while some other person casts
his/her vote. Gill said that they
had also received a notice from
the state election commission to
which they sent a reply.

PNB employees stage protest
against top management

Simarjeet Singh Bains

Downfall of
Congress
nearing: Bains
LUDHIANA:Addressing a series

Bittu slams Modi for shattering dreams of the poor
Congress candidate and MP
Ravneet Singh Bittu held
meetings at 18 villages of
Jagraon on Thursday.
Addressing meetings at Parjyan and Malsihan Bajan villages, Bittu said instead of fulfilling his promises of “achhe
din” made during the 2014
elections, Narendra Modi had
completely shattered the
dreams of the poor through
demonetisation, high prices
and increasing unemployment. He accused Modi of waving loans of more than ₹3.5
lakh crore of big corporate
houses out of public money,
but paying no attention to the
deteriorating condition of the
poor.

n

Ravneet Singh Bittu

He cautioned people against
the “false claims” of PDA candidate Simarjeet Singh Bains,
stating that he had turned his
constituency into heaps garbage. “Casting vote to Bains is

to waste your precious
vote,” he said.
Attacking SAD candidate
Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal,
Bittu said being adviser to the
chief minister for 10 years, he
was directly responsible for
shielding the accused of desecration of Guru Granth Sahib
and killing of Sikhs at Behbal
Kallan. “Grewal is habitual of
losing elections, and he will
add another defeat in his
record this year. Both Bains
and Grewal do not deserve
votes,” Bittu added. He
appealed to the voters to elect
him again, keeping in view his
excellent performance in the
Parliament and in the public
sphere.

of meetings in Dakha constituency on Thursday, Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA)
candidate and president of
Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) Simarjeet Singh Bains said the declaration of election results on
May 23 will commence the
downfall of the Congress in
the state. Bains said the Congress candidate had failed to
bring any major project to the
city in his first tenure, and the
state government had not
even been able to release the
salaries of its employees for
April, which had left families
of the employees in a tight situation. “Let alone providing
employment to the unemployed, the government is
demotivating its present staff
by not paying salaries on
time,” he said.

COMPILED BY ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR AND HARSIMRAN SINGH BATRA

n

Employees during a protest against the Punjab National Bank ’s top management at the bank’s circle
office on Ferozepur Road in Ludhiana on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Bankers under the
banners of All India Punjab
National Bank Officers’ Association (AIPNBOA ) and All India
Punjab National Bank Employees Federation (AIPNBEF) held
a protest against the top management of Punjab National Bank
(PNB) at the bank’s circle
office on the Ferozepur Road on
Thursday.
The demonstration at Ludhiana was attended by more than
500 bank officers as well as workmen of both the organisations.
While addressing a gathering,
AIPNBEF general secretary PR
Mehta said in recent times, the

happy that it is turning out to be a
bright one.”
The event was strengthened
by one-act plays staged at the
amphitheatre. “O Sir Je Jhuke
Nahi” written by Harkesh
Chaudhary and directed by Surendra exhibited the horrors of
Jallianwala Bagh massacre.
Another play titled “Ani
Maayi Da Supna” penned by
Balvinder and directed by Sat Pal
Banga, jolted the nerves of people
when the horrors of partition
were brought alive on the stage.
Directed by Sahib Singh and written by Sahid Nadeem, a play
named “Leera” showcased the
government’s functioning.
“Such fests should be organised on monthly basis to
provide platforms to theatre
enthusiasts,” said theatre artiste
Sikander.

PROTESTERS RAISED
ISSUES OF STAFF
CRUNCH, BRANCHES’
DOWNGRADING
AND MINIMAL
WELFARE MEASURES
management has taken unilateral decision on sensitive issues,
such as manpower, reduction of
staff strength, downgrading of
branches, very little to almost nil
recruitment and welfare measures and on hoard of other issues
ignoring the sentiment and
aspirations of workmen and officers alike.
Mehta raised concern on

these issues and explained the
scenario of the banking industry
and lodged the protest for unilateralism being pursued by the
management on different issues
concerning the bank as well as
welfare of the employees. He said
this attitude will impede the
growth of the bank and affect the
customer service adversely.
Our bank has completed 124
years of the existence and no
employee on the 125th foundation day was honoured and
appreciated.
AIPNBOA organising secretary Ashok Arora, PNB Staff
Union chairman SK Mahajan,
and AIPNBOA president Kanwal Kumar also addressed the
protesters.

chain in Mohali

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Three Ludhiana women

were arrested for snatching a
gold chain and a locket of a
Kharar resident at bus stop in
Phase 6, Mohali.
The accused have been identified as Bholi alias Lacho, Gurneet
Kaur and Laxmi alias Lacho.
They were arrested on
the complaint of Baljeet Kaur
working at a private hospital
in Phase 6.
She said in her complaint that
she was waiting at the
bus stop in Phase 6, Mohali,
on April 23 to board the bus.
She said when she was getting
into the bus, these three women
pushed her and snatched her gold
chain and the locket.
The women managed to flee
but the victim spotted them again
on May 1 and informed the police.
Police arrested the women for
theft.
They were produced before the
court and sent on one-day
remand.

State-level event
to mark Sukhdev’s
birth anniversary
LUDHIANA: Amar Shaheed Sukhdev Welfare Society will organise
a state-level programme to commemorate the 112th birth
anniversary of revolutionary
Sukhdev Thapar, on May 12.
Thapar’s birth anniversary is
on May 15.
Family members of Thapar,
along with the ones of Bhagat
Singh, Lala Lajpat Rai and
others, will be honoured with
‘Diamond of India Award’, said
members of Amar Shaheed
Sukhdev Welfare Society. President of the society and nephew
of Sukhdev Thapar, Vishal Nayyar, said that chief adviser
to chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh, Tajinder Singh
Shergill, will attend the event.

FAMILY MEMBERS OF
REVOLUTIONARIES WILL
ALSO BE HONOURED
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PERSONAL FINANCE
money
m
Risk of portfolio management
quickguide
HAVE YOU HEARD OF
TREK INSURANCE YET?

Here’s a look at how you can insure
your adventurous expeditions

INVEST RIGHT Portfolio management services are
mostly used by high-net-worth individuals to invest in
stocks with help of an expert to manage the money
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Didyouknowportfoliomanagement service (PMS) is the product that
fallsonthehigherendofthecurve?Dueto
characteristics such as a large required
ticket-size, concentrated portfolio and
high risk, it suits investors with prior
market knowledge.Inotherwords,PMS
allowsyoutoholdindividualstockswhile
passing the baton of fund and portfolio
management to an expert.
“PMSareinvestmentsolutionsoffered
with products in equities, fixed income,
debtandstructuredproductsthatismanaged by a professional manager,” said
Hemang Kapasi, portfolio manager–
equity, Sanctum Wealth Management.
Yourportfoliocanbetailoredtosuityour
financial needs and goals. “In PMS, you
own individual securities whereas in
mutual funds, clients own units of the
fund,” said Kapasi.
The minimum investment amount is
₹25lakh.WhenyouoptforaPMSscheme,
abankaccountanddemataccountwillbe
opened. However, the power of attorney
of operating those accounts will be with
your portfolio manager. There are two
typesofPMS–discretionaryandnon-discretionary. “Inthediscretionaryoption,
your portfolio manager is at liberty to
make investment decisions anddoes not
need to consult you for every transaction,”saidAshishShanker,head-investment advisory, Motilal Oswal Private
Wealth Management. Thediscretionary
variant is more prevalent in the market.
“Innon-discretionaryPMS,yourfund
manager is bound to make investment

decisions only after discussing with you
for each transaction,” said Chitra Iyer,
chief executive officer, My Financial
Advisor.
Your portfolio manager can only suggestthe investment ideasbut the control
lieswithyou. “Evenunderdiscretionary
portfolio, you can share a negative list of
securities. The portfolio manager
excludesthesecuritiesinthenegativelist
while constructing the portfolio,” said
Himanshu Upadhyay, PMS portfolio
manager,DHFLPramericaAssetManagersPrivateLtd.ThearrangementinPMS
is a one-on-one interaction between the
portfoliomanagerandtheinvestor. “You
may not find published data about the
portfolioperformanceasyourPMSportfolio will be your personal portfolio and
others willnot know whatyourportfolio
manager bought for you,” said Iyer.
Your portfolio manager will do the
background work of keeping a track of
securities, their performance and keep
youinformedaboutthedevelopmentsin
the portfolio. “This kind of a categorisation(discretionaryornon-discretionary)
depends on you and your portfolio manager. Apart from this, there can be other
categorisations based on market cap,
investment horizon and themes,” said
Kapasi.Intermsofnatureofinvestment,
PMSismoreconcentrated.Therearecertainnormsrequiredtobecompletedwith
Sebi for setting up the PMS but it is not
regulatorybyanygoverningbody.There
are three components of fees in PMS.
“Thereisanupfrontorsetupfeepaidduring initial investment, management fee
whichisafixedfeepaidformanagingthe
portfolio and performance fees which is

PMS SNAP SHOT
In February 2019, the total
assets under management of
the portfolio management
industry increased 0.95% to ₹
15 lakh crore.
The AUM of discretionary,
non-discretionary and
advisory services rose 0.91%,
1.67% and 0.76%, respectively.

1

What is it: This is an insurance cover
that protects you during treks. Bajaj
Finserv Ltd’s trek cover’s sum
assured is up to ₹1.5 lakh, which
includes personal accident and
adventure sports, for which you
have to pay a premium of ~699.

In terms of number of
clients in PMS industry,
discretionary services category
topped with 1.36 lakh clients,
followed by non-discretionary
category with 6,729 and
advisory category
g y with 3,998.
,

2

Financial assistance: The product
has a feature that lets you block all
your bank accounts and credit or
debit cards. At the time of loss, you
can get hotel and travel assistance
up to ₹1 lakh in India and ₹1.8 lakh
abroad in the form of interest-free
advance for 28 days.

339

portfolio
managers
registered with
SEBI as of
April 23
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

paid when you receive a share in profits
generated,” said Kapasi. Many portfolio
managersalsochargeexitloadatthetime
of investment exit. The average range of
the fee is similar to mutual funds, which
is capped at 2.25% by the regulator. However, your fee can be customised. Your
tax liability as a PMS investor would
remainthesameasifyouwereaccessing
the capital market directly. Comparing
returnshistoricallyforPMSbecomesdifficult as there is no homogeneity in computing those returns and the portfolio
structure, said Shanker.
IS IT FOR YOU?
“PMS investments are advisable in case

ofinvestmentthemesthatarenotavailable through the mutual fund route. Also
if you have specific mandate due to your
beliefs,itispossibletocreatetailormade
solutionsthroughPMS,”saidUpadhyay.
Hesaiditisagoodtooltodiversifyyour
exposure beyond the opportunities
offeredbymutualfunds.“Itissuitablefor
high net worth and institutional investors with a suitably large investment
portfolio seeking to invest in opportunities that are not available through a MF
portfolio,” he added.
Theentrylimitof₹25lakhishigherfor
retailinvestors. “Pertainingtotheminimumticketsizeof₹25lakh,itwillbedifficultforretailinvestorstomaintainitcon-

sidering other investment options in the
marketallowyoutoinvestaslowas₹1,000
or even lower than that,” said Iyer.
Oneofthemajorrisksoftheproductis
that the portfolios are concentrated.
“Your portfolio manager may invest 15
-20%inasinglestock,”saidShanker.This
becomes a risk for PMS as the portfolios
are too concentrated.
“Forexample,theallocationofmidcap
and small cap is higher in PMS and so is
the risk as compared to large-cap oriented funds,” said Kapasi. Another risk
comes in the form of low regulation and
governance. It is not suited for retail
investors. However, HNIs can consider
using PMS strategies.

3

Insurance protection: The product
provides protection against
accidents, accidental hospitalisation,
bounced hotel bookings, trip
cancellation, home burglary, and
baggage loss up to ₹3 lakh. You can
also get free replacement of your
PAN card if you lost it along with
other documents.

4

Claim process: The cover also
provides with a replacement of a
smart phone that you will have to
return after the trip is over. It is valid
in select cities across India and up to
a maximum period of seven days.
For claim process you need to call
the customer care.

TERM OF THE DAY
TOKENISATION
WHAT IS IT?

moneybasics

Tax you pay on equity investments

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Are you filing
I-T returns? See
what has changed
ARCHIT GUPTA
It is time to prepare for filing your
income tax returns (ITR) for financial
year(FY) 2018-19.Eventhoughthedue
date for filing of the returns is July 31,
2019, filing your return early helps finish this important compliance in time.
Besides, if you have a refund due, you
can get it back sooner. Your ITR forms
have undergone some revision this
time.TheCentralBoardofDirectTaxes
(CBDT) has also revised Form 16. Let’s
understand these changes and how
they will impact your tax filing.
CHANGES IN REPORTING OF
EXEMPT ALLOWANCES IN
ITR, FORM 16
Those who earn income from salary
have been asked to report some additional details. They must provide a
break-up of allowances on which
exemption has been claimed. Usually
salaried taxpayers receive allowances
such as house rent allowance (HRA)
and leave travel allowance (LTA) or
they may have been paid gratuity or
leaveencashment.Aportion(orwhole)
of these allowances may be claimed as
anexemptionfromtax.Thisexemption
must now be reported separately for
each allowance.
Therefore, you will have to separately show in your tax return an
amount for HRA exemption, LTA
exemption and gratuity exemption. A
similar change in the reporting of
exempt allowances has been made in
Form 16, which is an important document for salaried taxpayers who use it
to preparetheirtax return. Employers
who issue Form 16 must now ensure
that they are reporting the value of
exempt allowances, each one of them,
separately. Employers must also mention all Section 80 deductions (also

called Chapter VIA deductions) separately. Many employers were already
reportingthesedeductionssuchas80C,
80D and 80G as separate values in the
Form16.ThischangebringsyourForm
16insyncwithyourITR.Mostwebsites
for e-filing, allow filers to upload their
Form 16, which helps in populating IT
returns automatically for all the information related to salary and the
employer. Therefore, though there’s
more disclosure needed, you may not
face issues while filing IT returns.
OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES
Those who have held unlisted equity
sharesatanytimeduringfinancialyear
2018-19cannolongerfileITR-1.Thisdisclosure will include those who are
investorsoremployeeswhohaveexercised their stock options, of companies
which are either unlisted or listed outsideIndia.Theyhavetoreportanysales
or fresh acquisitions made during the
year and the price at which these were
transacted. Any individual who has
been a director at any time during the
FY2018-19cannotfileITR-1.Theymust
file ITR-2 and report name of the company, its PAN, whether its shares are
listed or unlisted and mention their
director identification number (DIN).
WHY THE CHANGE?
Themainreason forthis changeis that
theITdepartmentwillbeabletoreconcileyourexemptionswithtaxdeducted
at source (TDS) made by your
employer.Form16isacertificateofsalary paid to you and TDS deducted on it
bytheemployer.Theemployeralsohas
to submit a consolidated TDS return
thathas informationandbreakupofall
the TDS deducted on salary. This TDS
return is called Form 24Q; the changes
mentionedabovehavebeenreplicated
toForm24Qaswell.TheITdepartment
will now have exemptions and deductions claimed by you that flow from
Form 16 to your ITR and match with
TDSreturnsubmittedbytheemployer.
Archit Gupta is founder and CEO, ClearTax.

SHORT AND LONG-TERM GAINS
Gains that arise
fromthetransferof
any capital asset
such as stocks,
bonds,investments
and properties are
capital gains. The
classification of
these gains into short and long-term will
depend on the asset and how long do you
hold it. “Listed equity shares or units of
equity-oriented mutual fund, held for a
year or more, are regarded as long-term
capitalassets.Forunlistedequityshares
and units of debt-oriented mutual fund,
the holding period should be 24 months
and36monthsormore,respectively,tobe
considered as long-term capital assets,”
said Punit Shah, partner at Dhruva
Advisors LLP, a tax consultancy firm.

LISTED EQUITIES
Long-term capital
gains (LTCG) in
stocks and equity
mutual funds are
considered free of
taxation if the
gains are less than
₹1 lakh. “LTCG tax
at 10% will only apply to equity LTCG
beyond ₹1 lakh,” said Ankur Choudhary, co-founder and CIO, Goalwise.com, a mutual fund advisory platform. This comes without any inflation
benefits. Last year’s budget allowed for
exemptions on LTCG arising prior to
February 1, 2018. Investments held for
less than a year attract a short-term
capital gain (STCG) of 15% with surcharge and cess extra for taxes, said
Choudhary.

UNLISTED EQUITIES,DEBT
FUNDS
WHAT IS THE BENEFIT?
Gains made on
A tokenised card transaction is considered
unlisted equity
safer
as
the
actual
card details are not shared with the
shares are also
merchant during transaction processing.
taxed. “In case of
As a customer you don’t need to pay any
LTCG, unlisted
charges for using this service.
equity shares are
The feature of tokenisation is
taxable at 20%.
restricted to mobile phones
STCG is taxable at slab rates or 30% (as
and tablets only.
the case maybe),” said Shah. In case of
debtfunds,LTCGtaxisat20%, andSTCG
is taxableatslabrates or30%(as thecase
maybe), he added. All taxes come with
indexationbenefits, applicablesurcharHere is a look at how much you end
ges and cess. “If you are an Indian resiup paying in interest rate and
dent, taxes are not deducted by the fund
charges on your loans
house and have to be paid before the
financialyearends.IfyouareanNRI,the
AMC will charge you the TDS when you
HOME LOAN
withdraw the fund,” said Choudhary.

THE COST OF A LOAN

EXPERT OPINION

Self-insurance a viable option for health cover?
Bindisha Sarang
n

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Sickness may come unan-

nounced. But it’s always good to be
financially prepared for an emergency—even a medical one. While
most people are covered under their
own or spouse’s employee medical
insurance, many also buy individual health cover. But, is buying medical insurance the only option? What
about those who are not eligible for
medical cover?
SELF-INSURANCE
The dictionary defines health insurance as insurance taken out to cover
the cost of medical care. You have to
pay a certain amount as a premium
and in case you fall sick and need
medical care, the insurer pays the
cost, either totally or partially. More
often or not, the policy won’t cover
certain diseases and certain pre-existing diseases for a specific period.
Anant Ladha, founder of Invest
Aaj For Kal and research head at
Pankajladha.com says, “Usually it is
seen that between 25 and 45 years of
age, claims are usually very rare.”
This is usually the case when you
are most likely employed. Ladha
says, “During this time you are usually covered by your employer’s
group medical policy.”
Keeping these two facts in mind,
can a case for self-insurance over
buying a separate personal health
insurance be made? Ladha continues, “If we can self-insure ourselves
during this time and start building a
corpus for our health emergencies
we can easily insure ourselves and
at the same time create wealth.”
Consider an individual pays a
yearly health premium of ₹10 lakh
cover. If he decides that considering
he is fairly healthy and is already
covered by his employer, instead of
buying a personal health insurance
policy, he would go the self-insurance way. If he invests ₹3,000 per
month (SIP) in an equity fund,

BUILDING BLOCK
Per month invested ( )

Tokenisation refers to the replacement of
actual card details with an alternate
code called the token which will be unique for a
combination of card, token requestor and device,
according to the Reserve Bank of India. Conversion of the
token back to actual card details is known as
de-tokenisation.

Interest rate
(per annum)

8.6%-9.3%

Processing charges

Up to 1.50% of
the loan amount

Loan amount

Depends on the
value of the
property and
repayment
capacity of the
applicant

Loan tenure

Up to 30 years

3000

End value

70 lakh

NEW CAR LOAN

3000

9.25%- 12.85%

Interest rate
(per annum)

3000
27 lakh

Processing fee

Up to ~10,000

Loan tenure

Up to 7 years

Pre-closure charges

Up to 6% of
principal
outstanding

10 lakh
USED CAR LOAN
10 years
ISTOCK

15 years

20 years

Expected rate of return of 18% (equity funds)

instead of monthly insurance premiums, and the expected rate of
return was of 18% for the equity
funds.
Ladha says, “₹36,000 per year or
₹3,000 per month saved for 10 years
makes a corpus of ₹10 lakh and corpus of ₹27 lakh in 15 years and a corpus of ₹70 lakh in 20 years (Seven
times of what health insurance we
initially opted for).”
WHEN GETTING INSURANCE
IS AN ISSUE
In the above example, we saw that
self-insurance is an option for people instead of buying health insurance. After all they are healthy and
already covered by their employer.
Ladha says, “At times people are
afraid of health insurance due to
details of disclosures and health
check-up is required. Or at times
they won’t be comfortable in disclosing some facts”
When you already have medical
issues, many might be actually
tempted to lie on insurance forms.
Pankaj Mathpal says, “If you have
any pre-existing medical complica-

tions or you consume alcohol or
smoke you should never lie.”
What if you don’t have an office
insurance cover nor is a private
insurance company ready to give
medical insurance? Mathpal says,
“It’s not very often that we see that
an insurer won’t give a cover, they
might adjust premium amounts,
make some exclusion, but in such a
case you can always approach other
insurance companies.”
In case you find yourself in a place
where you got rejected by an insurer
owing to an existing ailment and
want to go a self-insurance way,
your investment strategy won’t be
equity oriented. Mathpal says, “For
someone who is already with medical conditions needs to quickly build
a corpus of at least ₹2–₹5 lakh. This
can be done via monthly SIP in liquid funds, short duration funds or
even bank RDs.” Here the intention
is to ensure that the average medical
insurance cover amount of ₹2-₹5
lakh is built via self-insurance and
offers good liquidity as well.
Sickness might come unannounced, but it’s best to be prepared.

10.75%- 16%

Interest rate
|(per annum)
Processing fee

Up to ~15,000

Loan tenure

Up to 7 years

Pre-closure charges

Up to 6% of
principal
outstanding

PERSONAL LOAN

`

Interest rate
(per annum)

11%-22%

Processing fee

Up to 2.50%
of the loan
amount

Loan tenure

Up to 72 months

Pre-payment penalty Up to 5%
(excluding GST)
Pre-closure charges

Up to 5%
(excluding GST)

Note: Data taken from top four banks
based on assets —State Bank of India,
Punjab National Bank, HDFC Bank Ltd
and ICICI Bank Ltd— as on April 24, 2019.
Data is indicative and non-exhaustive.
As per the RBI's notification,
pre-payment and preclosure charges are
not levied on home loan which are
based on floating rate interest.
Source: Bankbazaar.com
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’
Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but it’s
hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp clarity
of thought in her. “I was
nervous before the trailer came
out but after that, everything is
so exciting,” says Ananya, as
she talks about her dream
debut film, Student of The Year
2 (SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday and
nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always want
to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I just
love movies in general and
especially Bollywood films,
which have always fascinated
me. Obviously, my dad has

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is doing
their job, so I don’t take it
to heart. I have been very
open about my feelings
and if I find someone cute
and have a crush on him,
it’s normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such good
looking people, it’s normal
to have crushes. And I am
not shy, I like owning up to
my feelings. Kartik is a
good friend as well as my
co-actor. Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people are
not going to believe me,
so I will just say that he is
very cute (laughs).

been an inspiration. Just to see
him be part of such an amazing
world, and act, gave birth to my
dream as well. I’ve always
maintained that I am

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

Bollywood’s biggest fan. So
much so, that I am star struck
all the time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When I
told him I genuinely want to be
an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully, when
the film comes out, people like
and accept me. I am fine with

whatever decision they make,
but they should watch the film
first. I really don’t want any
negative connotations when it
comes to associating my name
with dad. He has worked very
hard to make a name for
himself and I’ll never feel
ashamed to be his daughter.
After all, it’s my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her but
I think we both are very real,
and that shows. Alia is my real
inspiration as she has only
done what she wanted to do.
She has made her own
decisions and taken up such
interesting work. Also, you will
never hear that Alia is not
talented. I hope people start
believing that of me as well.
Obviously, I’ve to work hard to
reach that level but that’s an
admirable thing about her.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Iamstungbyhowpeople
advertisesexism:Swara

Pooja Sharma
ith the election season
on, apart from pictures
of people’s index fingers
with the election ink, some
other kind of pictures have also
been doing the rounds of social
media — photos of men and
women holding a placard with
the following words, ‘This
election, don’t be like Swara
Bhasker. Use your finger well.
Vote well’. This was in context
to the actor’s masturbation
scene in the film Veere Di
Wedding (2018).
Talking about anti-woman
narratives, Swara says, “I was
stung and disappointed by how
thoughtlessly sexist even
supposedly educated people in
our society are, and how
shamelessly they advertise
sexism. She adds that
unfortunately the Indian
society and politics across the
ideological spectrum is rife
with casual and serious sexism.
“This election season has
provided ample proof of the sad

W

fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t

A

Pankaj Tripathi

always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the latest
member of the Kapoor
family to turn film-maker.
The actor turned producer is
backing a horror comedy web
series. Talking about taking the
plunge, Tusshar says, “As a
first time producer, I’ve
consulted my family members
on many occasions with
regards to the legal and
financial aspects of filmmaking. Every advice coming
from my family members,
who’ve made several films,
does come handy. Also, I’d like
to be part of different kinds of
shows as I believe the online
medium is like a limitless

T

galaxy that transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with other
mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be funding.
“I’d be actively involved in
every aspect of the film-making
process as I’ve grown up and
worked for several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand the
importance of several minds
coming together to make a good
story on celluloid,” says
Tusshar, who is the second
generation film-maker in their

family, after sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned. However,
we have chosen our own
distinct paths, which is evident
from the kind of movies we’ve
been a part of in our respective
careers. I can’t really say how
similar or different we are as
producers, as I’ve only begun
making my first project. On a
lighter note the important
aspects about a film that will
always be common to both of us
is, entertainment,
entertainment and
entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Tusshar Kapoor

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Swara Bhasker
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REALLYSWARA

fact that these two trolls are
just another example of that
sad mentality,” she says.
Though freedom of speech
is a right in a democracy,
when asked about women
being the target of these
misinterpretations, Swara
says, “Women are easy targets.
As a culture, we imbibe this
quality of slut-shaming women
as the first reaction when we
disagree with them. It’s the
easiest thing to do — to use a
woman’s sexuality to deride
her. Sadly, even educated
people fall prey to this
thinking. Until we keep calling
it out, it will never change.”

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin, Joe
and Nick — ended their
Wednesday night on a high
note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an electrifying
performance at the Billboard
Music awards (BBMA).
However, the fun didn’t end
there. From there, they went to
a local chapel in Las Vegas,
USA, to be part of Joe’s
surprise wedding with fiancée,
actor Sophie Turner.

J
First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license
on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned in to
kiss his wife, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. The video of the
two sharing a kiss went viral in
HTC
no time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY

‘Jo aadmi alag hota hai, woh
alag way mein aata hai’

I want to teach acting, says Pankaj
Sreyashi Ghosh

UNTIL WE KEEP
CALLING IT OUT, IT
WILL NEVER CHANGE,
SAYS THE VEERE DI
WEDDING ACTOR

Rishabh Suri

Ankita Lokhande

I ALWAYS
WANTED TO
LEARN KATHAK,
SAYS ANKITA
Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Ankita Lokhande has
always been fascinated by
dancing. Though she
didn’t get the time to master an
art form in the initial few years
of her career, due to her backto-back shooting schedules,
the actor made a promise to
herself that she would
definitely learn a classical
dance form this year. On
International Dance Day
(April 29), Ankita started
learning Kathak — one of the
eight major forms of Indian
classical dance.
A source close to her
reveals, “Ankita has always
admitted that she loves
dancing and that dance is a
very important part of her life.
She loves learning new dance
form but Bollywood dancing is
her favourite. A couple of
years back, she also
participated in the celebrity
dance reality show, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa (Season 4). In fact,
when she made her debut with
Manikarnika, earlier this
year, she was thrilled to be a
part of a song where she could
dance on screen.”
Talking about it, Ankita
says, “Everybody around me
knows that I love dancing.
Since childhood, I have
participated in every dance
competition in school and
college. I like learning new
dance forms and mastering
Kathak was on my mind for a
very long time. Kathak is a
dance form that is mixed with
storytelling and it is very
unique and full of grace. I am
glad that I have finally started
learning it. I have a long way
to go.”

A

Actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui has
emerged as a
favourite among
makers on the
webPHOTO: SUJIT
JAISWAL/AFP

e’s perhaps one of the most
reliable names when it
comes to roles that need
some kind of gravitas, cue roles
in films such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012), Manjhi: The
Mountain Man (2015), Kick
(2014) and Kahaani (2012). And
while some people may say that
actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
goes for ‘rural’ roles more
often, the actor doesn’t really
agree here.
“I’ve done aristocratic roles
as well!” says Nawazuddin, “Be
it Raees (2017), or some more,
inse bade aristocratic roles
kaunse ho sakte hain? The
ones I don’t do are the
regular ones. Woh
nahi kar sakta hoon
main.” This is why
he doesn’t like to
categorise himself
under any specific
category of
actors. What’s
interesting to
note is that
filmmaker
Karan Johar,
on his chat
show, placed
the actor
alongside
younger
actors such as
Rajkummar
Rao and
Vicky Kaushal
in the
‘breakthrough
stars’ of
Bollywood. On
this, the actor
says, “I don’t
come under any
category. Jo
aadmi alag hota
hai, woh alag way
mein aata hai!”
Apart from films,
Nawazuddin has
also emerged as a
favourite among
makers in the web
space. We haven’t seen
him in any other Indian
web series after Sacred
Games. Asked whether
the first one met his
expectations, he shares,
“The second season [of
Sacred Games] is going to be
bigger than the first one. I had
expectations from the first
season too. Baahar zyaada
pasand kiya hai logon ne.”
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Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(noV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(oCT 24 - noV 22)

Bill Watterson

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 1997 film, Dil TO Pagal Hai, was
the first HiNdi film tO be shOt iN the
GermaN city Of BadeN-BadeN aNd
its theme park EurOpa-Park.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3074
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

FPOOR
DMIIO
C A N N OT
ANUGMM
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

A

n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Proof, idiom, canton, magnum
ANSWER: Verse, singing, and speech have a common origin. Jean-Philippe Rameau

sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere
Darmiyaan that aired in 2016.
The actor chose to not take up
shows as they didn’t “offer
anything new or interesting”.
Asha admits that she used to
worry about being out of
sight, out of mind but then
decided that it was better to
work on herself and wait for a
good script than taking up
whatever work came her
way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I
didn’t want to feel
demotivated by doing work
that I didn’t want to do. I

wanted to feel strongly about
my work. I have no regrets
about the break. It helped me
a lot.”
What she found strange
was that she got offers for bold
content on the web. “I didn’t
know why but I got many
offers for bold roles in web
shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at times,
they are forced and put in for
the heck of it. I was not up for
it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of
storyline doesn’t work for me.
On the other hand, I also got
lead roles in TV shows, with
done-to-death concepts. I
didn’t want to repeat myself
after doing TV for almost five
years. So, that’s why I took
the break. It was a good
change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”

FYRE
2019 | 16+| 1h 37m|
Documentary

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Billy McFarland,
Jason Bell, Gabrielle Bluestone
Synopsis: The Fyre Festival
was billed as a luxury music
experience on a posh
private island, but it failed
spectacularly in the hands of
a cocky entrepreneur.
Starring: Jim Caviezel, Taraji P
Henson, Kevin Chapman

PERSON OF INTEREST
2011 | 16+ | 5 seasons | Series

Synopsis: A former assassin
and a programmer save lives
via a surveillance AI that sends
them the identities of civilians
involved in impending crimes.
Starring: Nyra Banerjee,
Pawan Chopra, Gautam Gulati

OPERATION COBRA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A terrorist outfit
gets access to a technology
resulting from a research.
Only one man can stop them —
India’s Agent Condor.

Wonder
Woman at 1820

EDITOR’S
PICK

1020 Happy Feet
1219 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
1421 Ocean’s Eight
1615 Justice League
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 The Karate Kid
2339 Evolution

Zombieland at 1910

Jack Reacher at 2100

0911 Ong Bak 2
1101 Rise of The Planet of The
Apes
1257 Black Panther
1529 Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes
United
1652 Bleeding Steel
1910 Zombieland

1025 Ghosts of Girlfriends Past
1205 Striptease
1345 No Strings Attached
1511 Beef
1728 The Hunter’s Prayer
1907 Arthur
2100 Jack Reacher
2223 Police Story 2

Holiday: A Soldier Is Never
Off Duty at 2000

Happy New Year
at 1712

1127 Roadside Rowdy
1417 Bhai: Mera Big Brother
1701 Chandramukhi
2000 Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty
2321 Resident Evil

1136 Secret Superstar
1449 Shaktishali No 1
1712 Happy New
Year
2100 Khoonkhar
2334 Bengal Tiger

Starring: Arunoday Singh,
Nidhi Singh, Mahie Gill

APHARAN
2018 | 18+ | Season 1 | Series

SHE HAS NOW SHOT
FOR A DIGITAL SHOW
AND SAYS IT IS
EXACTLY WHAT SHE
WAS LOOKING FOR

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Kavita Awaasthi

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Surprised to get
offers for bold
dramas: Asha Negi

Verse, siNgiNg, aNd speech have a ____ ____.
- JeaN-Philippe Rameau (6,6)

Synopsis: A cop kidnaps a
young girl at her request.
When the chain of events goes
wrong, he realises that he is
now a part of a conspiracy.?
Starring: Sterling K Brown,
Kenneth Choi, Christian
Clemenson

AMERICAN CRIME STORY
2016 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: A series centered
around America’s most
notorious crimes and criminals.

Mard The Khiladi
at 1725
1050 Anari No 1
1420 Nazrana
1725 Mard The Khiladi
2010 Khuda Gawah
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BIG BANG THEORY CAST PREP FOR
FAREWELL WITH HANDPRINTS

The popular show
shot the last
episode of its
final season
earlier this week

s their beloved comedy
nears its end, the cast of
The Big Bang Theory
has literally left its
mark on Hollywood history —
as the seven actors
immortalized their
handprints in cement at
the famous TCL Chinese
Theatre in Los Angeles on
Wednesday.
Following the daily lives of
a group of geeky-but-loveable
California scientists and their
girlfriends, Big Bang, which
premiered in 2007, has for

A

Johnny Galecki, Jim Parsons, Kaley Cuoco, Simon Helberg and Kunal Nayyarat at their handprint
PHOTO: RICH FURY/GETTY IMAGES/AFP
ceremony at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California.
years been the most-watched
comedy on US television.
The TV show’s entire main
ensemble participated in the
cement ceremony, including
Johnny Galecki (who plays

exasperated straight-man
Leonard), Jim Parsons (the
sometimes-infuriating genius
Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco
(the guys’ across-the-hall
neighbour Penny) and Simon

Helberg (astronaut and
mama’s boy).
Kunal Nayyar (Raj
Koothrappali, who is
cripplingly shy talking to
women), Mayim Bialik (Amy

Farrah Fowler, a
neurobiologist whose
relationship with Sheldon is
dictated by a contractual
agreement) and Melissa
Rauch (the small-but-mighty
Bernadette) also took part in
the ceremony.
Galecki said taking part in
the quintessential Hollywood
event was an “epic honour.”
“It’s been an incredible
ride,’‘ he said. “Thank you all.
Thank you to the fans. There
is a little part of all of you in
these handprints.”
The Emmy-winning show’s
12th season is set to finish
with its 279th episode, a onehour finale, on May 16.
Parsons said the episode
was filmed on Tuesday, the
night before their handprint
ceremony.
“We did tape our last
episode last night,” he said,
“and yet I can live under the

delusion that we’re still
working together, so this is a
real blessing.”
“And I want to thank the
other six cast members who
are with me here today, this
experience would not have
happened at all with any
other combination,” he said.
Parsons’s Sheldon is the
emotional heart of the show,
despite his often-clueless
social interactions and
tendency to focus on his
physics research over his
friends (and his “Bazinga”
catchphrase, which drives the
gang crazy). The character
was so popular that a spinoff
show, Young Sheldon, was
launched in 2017.
Winner of 10 Emmy
Awards, Big Bang attracted
more than 20 million viewers
per episode for parts of its
ninth season.
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Cassel latest entrant on
Westworld’s season 3
ctor Vincent Cassel has
landed a key role in the
upcoming third season
of the TV drama series
Westworld.
The 52-year-old, known for
films such as Ocean’s Twelve
(2004), Black Swan (2010) and
Jason Bourne (2016), is the
latest newcomer for the show’s
third season, following the
castings of Lena Waithe and
Aaron Paul. The details of the
characters, to be played by the
three actors are being kept
under wraps, reported
Deadline. Westworld, created
and executive produced by
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy,
is currently filming and doesn’t

A

Vincent Cassel PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK
have a release date yet.
The second season of the
series, based on the Michael
Crichton film of the same
name, featured Evan Rachel
Wood, Jeffrey Wright, Thandie
Newton, Ed Harris, and Tessa
Thompson.
PTI

AFP

Nicholas Hoult
defends Tolkien
biopic
ctor Nicholas Hoult has
defended his upcoming movie
Tolkien, a biopic of JRR
Tolkien, the iconic author of the
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit
series, saying the writer’s life has
been treated “respectfully” in the
film.
Last week, the Tolkien family
and estate had raised objections to
the film saying they did “not
endorse” the biopic, which will
release next month. The Dome
Karukoski film features Hoult as
the eponymous character and Lily
Collins as his wife, Edith Bratt.
According to The Independent,
Hoult told Press Association, “I

A

Nicholas
Hoult

think it’s been done very
respectfully, as a fan. It’s the
story that stands alone.
Such a remarkable life, his
relationships, what he
endured in World War I.
What inspired him,
hopefully it will inspire new
PTI
audiences now.”
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Elle, Yorgos named in 72nd Cannes
jury panel
A

IAMBATTLING
ALLMY
INSECURITIES:
TISCACHOPRA

ctor Elle Fanning,
French graphic
novelist Enki Bilal,
and the Oscarnominated director of The
Favourite, Yorgos Lanthimos,
will be joining the jury at the
Cannes Film Festival next
month, organisers said on
Monday.
The world’s biggest cinema
showcase kicks off on the
French Riviera on May 14,
with Mexican director
Alejandro Gonzalez Iñárritu
presiding over the panel that
decides on prizes, including
the top Palme D’Or award.
Split between four men
and four women, the jury
for the festival’s 72nd edition
will also include Pawel
Pawlikowski, the Polish
filmmaker and screenwriter
named best director at
Cannes last year for the Cold
War.
Comic book creator Bilal,
best known for his Nikopol
trilogy of science fiction
novels, has also directed
feature films, including 2004’s
Immortal.
Fanning, who started
working in movies as a child,
has starred in several films in
competition at Cannes in
recent years, including The
Beguiled by Sofia Coppola in
2017.
Maimouna N’Diaye, who
has directed documentaries
and acted in films such as
Otar Iosseliani’s Chasing
Butterflies (1992), will also
sit on the panel, alongside
two other female directors —
Kelly Reichardt from the
US and Italy’s Alicia
Rohrwacher.
Reichardt’s Wendy and
Lucy was a contender for
Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
award in 2008. Rohrwacher
won best screenplay at
Cannes last year for her film
Happy as Lazzaro, a satirical
fable about a peasant family.
French filmmaker Robin
Campillo, who took Cannes by
storm in 2017 with 120 BPM Beats Per Minute, winning
the Grand Prix for his movie
about an AIDS activist, will
complete the line-up.
The May 14-25 festival will
kick off with US director Jim
Jarmusch’s latest film,The
Dead Don’t Die.

The actor credits her initial failures
for shaping her career today
Juhi Chakraborty
he has been a part of the
film industry since 1993
doing roles here and
there, but she found fame
in Bollywood only after starring
in Taare Zameen Par (2007).
However, Tisca Chopra says she
would not like to change
anything about her journey. In
fact, she credits her initial
failures for shaping her career
today.
“A year back or two, I would
have said that I would like to go
back in time to when I was 17
and make different choices and
do different things. But as I am
getting on with my life, I am
realising that career is a very
small part of your life. The
initial failure has been a
fabulous teacher. I have evolved
into this confident person and
exploring myself in my career
like I’ve never done before,”
shares Tisca, who has starred in
films such as Taqdeerwala
(1995), Qissa (2013), Dil Toh
Baccha Hai Ji (2011) among
others.
The actor, who calls herself
“more fearless, kind, generous
and thoughtful”, says that she is
“battling with all her
insecurities and slowly moving

S

towards becoming more
secure.”
And with this new
confidence, Tisca is turning a
new page in her career as she is
set to direct her first Bollywood
film, which she also produces
and stars in. “With this project, I
have challenged myself
severely. I’ve pushed myself to
the extent of writing. I’m
already ready with the first two
drafts of the film and there will
be a third draft, and I am very
particular about the story
coming out right. It is a thriller
and hopefully, it will turn out
good,” she says, sharing that she
is yet to begin the casting
process. “I am pretty clear about
the people I want, and most of
them are my friends. They are
also very successful actors. I
think if the script is good and
tight, it will attract good actors,”
she says.
Meanwhile, Tisca has her
hands full with other interesting
projects — she’s hosting a
crime-based show as well as
starring in a web series. She
says her role in it is a “dream”.
“It’s so great that I’m getting to
do such parts. This is such a
great space to be in. I feel like
I’ve just started,” she concludes.
n

Actor Tisca
Chopra is
hosting a
crime-based
show
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/
HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Elle Fanning has starred in several films that have competed at
PHOTO: CHRIS DELMAS/AFP
Cannes in recent years

Oscar-nominated
director Yorgos
Lanthimos is also
part of the jury
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

REUTERS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DATTAATINAA

Starpowerversuspolitics

Actors turning politicians is nothing new. A lot of Bollywood and TV celebs have also taken the
plunge and joined politics this election season. However, there are celebs from the TV industry
who turned down offers to join politics for various reasons. We take a look:
ROHITASHV GOUR

SHUBHANGI ATRE

I’ve not been approached
to join a political party but I
do get campaigning offers.
Personally, I don’t really
want to get into it. Celebs
joining politics was started
by Mr (Amitabh) Bachchan,
then came others. It was
something different when
he started off. I feel this
won’t work today because
voters are really smart.
Their fan following will
work a bit but it won’t
work as it used to do years
ago.

I’ve been approached
several times to join
politics, but right now my
priority is my acting career.
I’m interested in politics
and aware of all the
developments in our
country. I keep posting on
social media about political
issues and ideologies that I
like. But, that’s my personal
opinion. I’m patriotic and
for me, the nation comes
first. If I see a scope to work
for the country in future, I
wouldn’t mind considering
it.

PHOTO: FOTOCORP
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SAHILANANDOFFICIAL

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

SAHIL ANAND
TINAA DATTAA

game. Plus, I don’t even
I was first offered to join politics have time as I shoot for my
when I was doing Uttaran back shows almost regularly.
in 2009. But I was very young at Moreover, I feel that
people who follow us, get
that time, so, I had no choice
but to say no. Even today, I feel influenced while voting
when they see their
politics is not my cup of tea.
favourite actor
Supporting a political party
supporting a political
is one thing, but joining
party.
politics is a different

DIVYANKA TRIPATHI
DAHIYA
I’ve been approached by
almost all the parties in
the last six years, but I’ll
not be joining politics
anytime soon. I’m the
‘State Icon’ for Madhya
Pradesh Assembly
Elections, therefore, I can’t
support a particular party
or politician. I’ve to be
unbiased. Also, I’m
working full-time, so
there’s no chance that I can
contest an election when I
don’t even have time to
give.

I’ve been offered to do
political campaigning but
not to join a party yet. I
didn’t do it because my
priority is my [acting] work.
When actors join political
parties, it definitely helps
that party to get more
votes because
people don’t
think about
the party,
they think
about the
actor. It’s
a good
strategy.

Shocked to be number
one global artist: Alka
Samarth Goyal

ention to singersongwriter Alka
Yagnik that she is the
number one global artist on
YouTube and she is beyond
surprised and shocked. She
says “never in a million
years”, she expected that she
would achieve such a
milestone.
“I never had a clue that
the songs I have sung have
become so popular that
people are listening to them
across the globe. It’s really a
great feeling, and I am
shocked, surprised and
everything else with this
news,” says Alka Yagnik
who is known for hits such
as Baazigar O Baazigar
(Baazigar, 1993), Mere
Khwabon Mein Tu (Gupt,
1997) and Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna (Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna, 2006).
With a massive total of 197
million views, Alka sits at
the top of this week’s weekly

M

YouTube Global artists’
charts. The 53-year-old
singer feels blessed to be able
to have made such an
impact. “I started singing
back in the ’90s. There wasn’t
much available, in terms of
how many people are
listening and liking your
songs. Even live shows
weren’t common, unlike now
when they are more
popular,” she says.
The singer adds that it’s
only now that she has started
doing stage shows, things
have changed. “Now, when I
do shows, people ask me to
sing those songs that I had
sung in the ’90s, and I had no
idea that they are so popular,
that people still want to
listen to them,” adds Alka.
With the advent of the
Internet, and access to
international music, she
says she’s excited to see that
her music is “still
relevant”. She says, “It
obviously feels good and nice
that people love listening to
your music. That’s the only
thing I always wanted to do,
which was music, and to
see that my songs are still
relevant, when there is
so much competition
and so much new
music, that it fills my
heart up,” she signs
off.
n

SHASHANK VYAS

Text: Sangeeta Yadav

I’ve been offered to join
politics twice — first in 2011
when I was doing Balika
Vadhu and now when I’m
working on Roop - Mard Ka
Naya Swaroop. I was
approached again earlier
this year. But I’ve no
interest in joining politics.
However, I understand that
since we are public figures
and have a fan following,
it’s expected that those
people would vote for their
favourite actor and support
them.

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

The singer
says she’s
glad her music
is “still
relevant”
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’
Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but it’s
hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp clarity
of thought in her. “I was
nervous before the trailer came
out but after that, everything is
so exciting,” says Ananya, as
she talks about her dream
debut film, Student of The Year
2 (SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday and
nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always want
to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I just
love movies in general and
especially Bollywood films,
which have always fascinated
me. Obviously, my dad has

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is doing
their job, so I don’t take it
to heart. I have been very
open about my feelings
and if I find someone cute
and have a crush on him,
it’s normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such good
looking people, it’s normal
to have crushes. And I am
not shy, I like owning up to
my feelings. Kartik is a
good friend as well as my
co-actor. Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people are
not going to believe me,
so I will just say that he is
very cute (laughs).

been an inspiration. Just to see
him be part of such an amazing
world, and act, gave birth to my
dream as well. I’ve always
maintained that I am

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

Bollywood’s biggest fan. So
much so, that I am star struck
all the time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When I
told him I genuinely want to be
an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully, when
the film comes out, people like
and accept me. I am fine with

whatever decision they make,
but they should watch the film
first. I really don’t want any
negative connotations when it
comes to associating my name
with dad. He has worked very
hard to make a name for
himself and I’ll never feel
ashamed to be his daughter.
After all, it’s my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her but
I think we both are very real,
and that shows. Alia is my real
inspiration as she has only
done what she wanted to do.
She has made her own
decisions and taken up such
interesting work. Also, you will
never hear that Alia is not
talented. I hope people start
believing that of me as well.
Obviously, I’ve to work hard to
reach that level but that’s an
admirable thing about her.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Iamstungbyhowpeople
advertisesexism:Swara

Pooja Sharma
ith the election season
on, apart from pictures
of people’s index fingers
with the election ink, some
other kind of pictures have also
been doing the rounds of social
media — photos of men and
women holding a placard with
the following words, ‘This
election, don’t be like Swara
Bhasker. Use your finger well.
Vote well’. This was in context
to the actor’s masturbation
scene in the film Veere Di
Wedding (2018).
Talking about anti-woman
narratives, Swara says, “I was
stung and disappointed by how
thoughtlessly sexist even
supposedly educated people in
our society are, and how
shamelessly they advertise
sexism. She adds that
unfortunately the Indian
society and politics across the
ideological spectrum is rife
with casual and serious sexism.
“This election season has
provided ample proof of the sad

W

fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t

A

Pankaj Tripathi

always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the latest
member of the Kapoor
family to turn film-maker.
The actor turned producer is
backing a horror comedy web
series. Talking about taking the
plunge, Tusshar says, “As a
first time producer, I’ve
consulted my family members
on many occasions with
regards to the legal and
financial aspects of filmmaking. Every advice coming
from my family members,
who’ve made several films,
does come handy. Also, I’d like
to be part of different kinds of
shows as I believe the online
medium is like a limitless

T

galaxy that transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with other
mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be funding.
“I’d be actively involved in
every aspect of the film-making
process as I’ve grown up and
worked for several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand the
importance of several minds
coming together to make a good
story on celluloid,” says
Tusshar, who is the second
generation film-maker in their

family, after sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned. However,
we have chosen our own
distinct paths, which is evident
from the kind of movies we’ve
been a part of in our respective
careers. I can’t really say how
similar or different we are as
producers, as I’ve only begun
making my first project. On a
lighter note the important
aspects about a film that will
always be common to both of us
is, entertainment,
entertainment and
entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Tusshar Kapoor

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Swara Bhasker
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REALLYSWARA

fact that these two trolls are
just another example of that
sad mentality,” she says.
Though freedom of speech
is a right in a democracy,
when asked about women
being the target of these
misinterpretations, Swara
says, “Women are easy targets.
As a culture, we imbibe this
quality of slut-shaming women
as the first reaction when we
disagree with them. It’s the
easiest thing to do — to use a
woman’s sexuality to deride
her. Sadly, even educated
people fall prey to this
thinking. Until we keep calling
it out, it will never change.”

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin, Joe
and Nick — ended their
Wednesday night on a high
note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an electrifying
performance at the Billboard
Music awards (BBMA).
However, the fun didn’t end
there. From there, they went to
a local chapel in Las Vegas,
USA, to be part of Joe’s
surprise wedding with fiancée,
actor Sophie Turner.

J
First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license
on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned in to
kiss his wife, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. The video of the
two sharing a kiss went viral in
HTC
no time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY

‘Jo aadmi alag hota hai, woh
alag way mein aata hai’

I want to teach acting, says Pankaj
Sreyashi Ghosh

UNTIL WE KEEP
CALLING IT OUT, IT
WILL NEVER CHANGE,
SAYS THE VEERE DI
WEDDING ACTOR

Rishabh Suri

Ankita Lokhande

I ALWAYS
WANTED TO
LEARN KATHAK,
SAYS ANKITA
Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Ankita Lokhande has
always been fascinated by
dancing. Though she
didn’t get the time to master an
art form in the initial few years
of her career, due to her backto-back shooting schedules,
the actor made a promise to
herself that she would
definitely learn a classical
dance form this year. On
International Dance Day
(April 29), Ankita started
learning Kathak — one of the
eight major forms of Indian
classical dance.
A source close to her
reveals, “Ankita has always
admitted that she loves
dancing and that dance is a
very important part of her life.
She loves learning new dance
form but Bollywood dancing is
her favourite. A couple of
years back, she also
participated in the celebrity
dance reality show, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa (Season 4). In fact,
when she made her debut with
Manikarnika, earlier this
year, she was thrilled to be a
part of a song where she could
dance on screen.”
Talking about it, Ankita
says, “Everybody around me
knows that I love dancing.
Since childhood, I have
participated in every dance
competition in school and
college. I like learning new
dance forms and mastering
Kathak was on my mind for a
very long time. Kathak is a
dance form that is mixed with
storytelling and it is very
unique and full of grace. I am
glad that I have finally started
learning it. I have a long way
to go.”

A

Actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui has
emerged as a
favourite among
makers on the
webPHOTO: SUJIT
JAISWAL/AFP

e’s perhaps one of the most
reliable names when it
comes to roles that need
some kind of gravitas, cue roles
in films such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012), Manjhi: The
Mountain Man (2015), Kick
(2014) and Kahaani (2012). And
while some people may say that
actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
goes for ‘rural’ roles more
often, the actor doesn’t really
agree here.
“I’ve done aristocratic roles
as well!” says Nawazuddin, “Be
it Raees (2017), or some more,
inse bade aristocratic roles
kaunse ho sakte hain? The
ones I don’t do are the
regular ones. Woh
nahi kar sakta hoon
main.” This is why
he doesn’t like to
categorise himself
under any specific
category of
actors. What’s
interesting to
note is that
filmmaker
Karan Johar,
on his chat
show, placed
the actor
alongside
younger
actors such as
Rajkummar
Rao and
Vicky Kaushal
in the
‘breakthrough
stars’ of
Bollywood. On
this, the actor
says, “I don’t
come under any
category. Jo
aadmi alag hota
hai, woh alag way
mein aata hai!”
Apart from films,
Nawazuddin has
also emerged as a
favourite among
makers in the web
space. We haven’t seen
him in any other Indian
web series after Sacred
Games. Asked whether
the first one met his
expectations, he shares,
“The second season [of
Sacred Games] is going to be
bigger than the first one. I had
expectations from the first
season too. Baahar zyaada
pasand kiya hai logon ne.”
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FRIDAY,
MAY 3,
2019

Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(noV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(oCT 24 - noV 22)

Bill Watterson

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 1997 film, Dil TO Pagal Hai, was
the first HiNdi film tO be shOt iN the
GermaN city Of BadeN-BadeN aNd
its theme park EurOpa-Park.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3074
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

FPOOR
DMIIO
C A N N OT
ANUGMM
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

A

n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Proof, idiom, canton, magnum
ANSWER: Verse, singing, and speech have a common origin. Jean-Philippe Rameau

sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere
Darmiyaan that aired in 2016.
The actor chose to not take up
shows as they didn’t “offer
anything new or interesting”.
Asha admits that she used to
worry about being out of
sight, out of mind but then
decided that it was better to
work on herself and wait for a
good script than taking up
whatever work came her
way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I
didn’t want to feel
demotivated by doing work
that I didn’t want to do. I

wanted to feel strongly about
my work. I have no regrets
about the break. It helped me
a lot.”
What she found strange
was that she got offers for bold
content on the web. “I didn’t
know why but I got many
offers for bold roles in web
shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at times,
they are forced and put in for
the heck of it. I was not up for
it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of
storyline doesn’t work for me.
On the other hand, I also got
lead roles in TV shows, with
done-to-death concepts. I
didn’t want to repeat myself
after doing TV for almost five
years. So, that’s why I took
the break. It was a good
change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”

FYRE
2019 | 16+| 1h 37m|
Documentary

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Billy McFarland,
Jason Bell, Gabrielle Bluestone
Synopsis: The Fyre Festival
was billed as a luxury music
experience on a posh
private island, but it failed
spectacularly in the hands of
a cocky entrepreneur.
Starring: Jim Caviezel, Taraji P
Henson, Kevin Chapman

PERSON OF INTEREST
2011 | 16+ | 5 seasons | Series

Synopsis: A former assassin
and a programmer save lives
via a surveillance AI that sends
them the identities of civilians
involved in impending crimes.
Starring: Nyra Banerjee,
Pawan Chopra, Gautam Gulati

OPERATION COBRA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A terrorist outfit
gets access to a technology
resulting from a research.
Only one man can stop them —
India’s Agent Condor.

Wonder
Woman at 1820

EDITOR’S
PICK

1020 Happy Feet
1219 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
1421 Ocean’s Eight
1615 Justice League
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 The Karate Kid
2339 Evolution

Zombieland at 1910

Jack Reacher at 2100

0911 Ong Bak 2
1101 Rise of The Planet of The
Apes
1257 Black Panther
1529 Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes
United
1652 Bleeding Steel
1910 Zombieland

1025 Ghosts of Girlfriends Past
1205 Striptease
1345 No Strings Attached
1511 Beef
1728 The Hunter’s Prayer
1907 Arthur
2100 Jack Reacher
2223 Police Story 2

Holiday: A Soldier Is Never
Off Duty at 2000

Happy New Year
at 1712

1127 Roadside Rowdy
1417 Bhai: Mera Big Brother
1701 Chandramukhi
2000 Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty
2321 Resident Evil

1136 Secret Superstar
1449 Shaktishali No 1
1712 Happy New
Year
2100 Khoonkhar
2334 Bengal Tiger

Starring: Arunoday Singh,
Nidhi Singh, Mahie Gill

APHARAN
2018 | 18+ | Season 1 | Series

SHE HAS NOW SHOT
FOR A DIGITAL SHOW
AND SAYS IT IS
EXACTLY WHAT SHE
WAS LOOKING FOR

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Kavita Awaasthi

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Surprised to get
offers for bold
dramas: Asha Negi

Verse, siNgiNg, aNd speech have a ____ ____.
- JeaN-Philippe Rameau (6,6)

Synopsis: A cop kidnaps a
young girl at her request.
When the chain of events goes
wrong, he realises that he is
now a part of a conspiracy.?
Starring: Sterling K Brown,
Kenneth Choi, Christian
Clemenson

AMERICAN CRIME STORY
2016 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: A series centered
around America’s most
notorious crimes and criminals.

Mard The Khiladi
at 1725
1050 Anari No 1
1420 Nazrana
1725 Mard The Khiladi
2010 Khuda Gawah
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BIG BANG THEORY CAST PREP FOR
FAREWELL WITH HANDPRINTS

The popular show
shot the last
episode of its
final season
earlier this week

s their beloved comedy
nears its end, the cast of
The Big Bang Theory
has literally left its
mark on Hollywood history —
as the seven actors
immortalized their
handprints in cement at
the famous TCL Chinese
Theatre in Los Angeles on
Wednesday.
Following the daily lives of
a group of geeky-but-loveable
California scientists and their
girlfriends, Big Bang, which
premiered in 2007, has for

A

Johnny Galecki, Jim Parsons, Kaley Cuoco, Simon Helberg and Kunal Nayyarat at their handprint
PHOTO: RICH FURY/GETTY IMAGES/AFP
ceremony at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California.
years been the most-watched
comedy on US television.
The TV show’s entire main
ensemble participated in the
cement ceremony, including
Johnny Galecki (who plays

Nicholas Hoult
defends Tolkien
biopic
ctor Nicholas Hoult has
defended his upcoming movie
Tolkien, a biopic of JRR
Tolkien, the iconic author of the
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit
series, saying the writer’s life has
been treated “respectfully” in the
film.
Last week, the Tolkien family
and estate had raised objections to
the film saying they did “not
endorse” the biopic, which will
release next month. The Dome
Karukoski film features Hoult as
the eponymous character and Lily
Collins as his wife, Edith Bratt.
According to The Independent,
Hoult told Press Association, “I

A

Nicholas
Hoult

think it’s been done very
respectfully, as a fan. It’s the
story that stands alone.
Such a remarkable life, his
relationships, what he
endured in World War I.
What inspired him,
hopefully it will inspire new
PTI
audiences now.”

exasperated straight-man
Leonard), Jim Parsons (the
sometimes-infuriating genius
Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco
(the guys’ across-the-hall
neighbour Penny) and Simon

Helberg (astronaut and
mama’s boy).
Kunal Nayyar (Raj
Koothrappali, who is
cripplingly shy talking to
women), Mayim Bialik (Amy

Farrah Fowler, a
neurobiologist whose
relationship with Sheldon is
dictated by a contractual
agreement) and Melissa
Rauch (the small-but-mighty
Bernadette) also took part in
the ceremony.
Galecki said taking part in
the quintessential Hollywood
event was an “epic honour.”
“It’s been an incredible
ride,’‘ he said. “Thank you all.
Thank you to the fans. There
is a little part of all of you in
these handprints.”
The Emmy-winning show’s
12th season is set to finish
with its 279th episode, a onehour finale, on May 16.
Parsons said the episode
was filmed on Tuesday, the
night before their handprint
ceremony.
“We did tape our last
episode last night,” he said,
“and yet I can live under the

delusion that we’re still
working together, so this is a
real blessing.”
“And I want to thank the
other six cast members who
are with me here today, this
experience would not have
happened at all with any
other combination,” he said.
Parsons’s Sheldon is the
emotional heart of the show,
despite his often-clueless
social interactions and
tendency to focus on his
physics research over his
friends (and his “Bazinga”
catchphrase, which drives the
gang crazy). The character
was so popular that a spinoff
show, Young Sheldon, was
launched in 2017.
Winner of 10 Emmy
Awards, Big Bang attracted
more than 20 million viewers
per episode for parts of its
ninth season.

Cassel latest entrant on
Westworld’s season 3
ctor Vincent Cassel has
landed a key role in the
upcoming third season
of the TV drama series
Westworld.
The 52-year-old, known for
films such as Ocean’s Twelve
(2004), Black Swan (2010) and
Jason Bourne (2016), is the
latest newcomer for the show’s
third season, following the
castings of Lena Waithe and
Aaron Paul. The details of the
characters, to be played by the
three actors are being kept
under wraps, reported
Deadline. Westworld, created
and executive produced by
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy,
is currently filming and doesn’t

A

espite having a promising
starcast — Anil Kapoor,
Juhi Chawla, Rajkummar
Rao and Sonam K Ahuja — the
film Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh
Aisa Laga didn’t set the cash
registers ringing at the box
office. But ever since its
release on an OTT platform,
exactly two months after its
theatrical release on February
1, it has been doing quite well
and garnering praise. Shelly
Chopra Dhar, the director, is
glad that more people are
watching it, though she wished
the film had done well in
theatres, too.
“When we were making
the film, we were hoping that

D

the audience will be able to
connect [with the story and
characters]. And by the
audience, I mean people from
various walks of life, in cities
and towns. But it did not, so it
does feel bad. And now that it’s
doing so well on the web, it has
made us happy,” she says.
Asked what she feels went
wrong with the film that
touched upon on the topic of
homosexuality and Shelly
says, “I don’t know but I can’t
start blaming anyone.
Everyone, from the crew to the
cast, all of us tried our best. We
wanted to drive home a
message and it has reached
people who have watched it.”
Meanwhile, the film is doing
rounds internationally as well.

It was recently screened at
Cornell University and then
at National Geographic
Society, Washington, D.C. “It
might not have done well in
theatres but when this film is
being shown in various other
places and platforms, in a way,
the purpose is being fulfilled.
We just wanted to start a
dialogue.” says an elated
Shelly.

have a release date yet.
The second season of the
series, based on the Michael
Crichton film of the same
name, featured Evan Rachel
Wood, Jeffrey Wright, Thandie
Newton, Ed Harris, and Tessa
Thompson.
PTI

ctor Karen Gillan has
opened up about James
Gunn’s reinstatement as
director of the third Guardians
of the Galaxy film, saying the
franchise would not have been
the same without him.
The 31-year-old actor, who
portrays Nebula in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, told Marc
Malkin during his The Big
Ticket podcast that Gunn was
personally involved in all the
characters of the series. “His
personality, the tone of those
movies, I can only describe as
James’ personality. It’s his
sense of humour, his writing,
his taste in music. These
characters are extensions of
him,” Gillan said.
“It definitely wouldn’t have
been the same version of
Guardians,” she added.
Gunn was fired by Marvel
Studios’ parent company
Disney in August last year
after his old, offensive tweets
resurfaced on social media. In
the tweets, Gunn, 52, had
cracked crude jokes dealing
with paedophilia and rape.
This March, the studio
reinstated Gunn as director of
the third part of the franchise.

A

AFP

Director Shelly Chopra Dhar is
happy that Ek Ladki Ko Dekha
Toh Aisa Laga (top) is getting a
good response on the web

Vincent Cassel PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

‘GOTG 3 wouldn’t have
been same sans Gunn’

Can’t blame anyone; all the cast and crew tried
their best, says Shelly
Shreya Mukherjee

03

Karen Gillan
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI; HANNAH
MCKAY/REUTERS

PTI
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Elle, Yorgos named in 72nd Cannes
jury panel
A

IAMBATTLING
ALLMY
INSECURITIES:
TISCACHOPRA

ctor Elle Fanning,
French graphic
novelist Enki Bilal,
and the Oscarnominated director of The
Favourite, Yorgos Lanthimos,
will be joining the jury at the
Cannes Film Festival next
month, organisers said on
Monday.
The world’s biggest cinema
showcase kicks off on the
French Riviera on May 14,
with Mexican director
Alejandro Gonzalez Iñárritu
presiding over the panel that
decides on prizes, including
the top Palme D’Or award.
Split between four men
and four women, the jury
for the festival’s 72nd edition
will also include Pawel
Pawlikowski, the Polish
filmmaker and screenwriter
named best director at
Cannes last year for the Cold
War.
Comic book creator Bilal,
best known for his Nikopol
trilogy of science fiction
novels, has also directed
feature films, including 2004’s
Immortal.
Fanning, who started
working in movies as a child,
has starred in several films in
competition at Cannes in
recent years, including The
Beguiled by Sofia Coppola in
2017.
Maimouna N’Diaye, who
has directed documentaries
and acted in films such as
Otar Iosseliani’s Chasing
Butterflies (1992), will also
sit on the panel, alongside
two other female directors —
Kelly Reichardt from the
US and Italy’s Alicia
Rohrwacher.
Reichardt’s Wendy and
Lucy was a contender for
Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
award in 2008. Rohrwacher
won best screenplay at
Cannes last year for her film
Happy as Lazzaro, a satirical
fable about a peasant family.
French filmmaker Robin
Campillo, who took Cannes by
storm in 2017 with 120 BPM Beats Per Minute, winning
the Grand Prix for his movie
about an AIDS activist, will
complete the line-up.
The May 14-25 festival will
kick off with US director Jim
Jarmusch’s latest film,The
Dead Don’t Die.

The actor credits her initial failures
for shaping her career today
Juhi Chakraborty
he has been a part of the
film industry since 1993
doing roles here and
there, but she found fame
in Bollywood only after starring
in Taare Zameen Par (2007).
However, Tisca Chopra says she
would not like to change
anything about her journey. In
fact, she credits her initial
failures for shaping her career
today.
“A year back or two, I would
have said that I would like to go
back in time to when I was 17
and make different choices and
do different things. But as I am
getting on with my life, I am
realising that career is a very
small part of your life. The
initial failure has been a
fabulous teacher. I have evolved
into this confident person and
exploring myself in my career
like I’ve never done before,”
shares Tisca, who has starred in
films such as Taqdeerwala
(1995), Qissa (2013), Dil Toh
Baccha Hai Ji (2011) among
others.
The actor, who calls herself
“more fearless, kind, generous
and thoughtful”, says that she is
“battling with all her
insecurities and slowly moving

S

towards becoming more
secure.”
And with this new
confidence, Tisca is turning a
new page in her career as she is
set to direct her first Bollywood
film, which she also produces
and stars in. “With this project, I
have challenged myself
severely. I’ve pushed myself to
the extent of writing. I’m
already ready with the first two
drafts of the film and there will
be a third draft, and I am very
particular about the story
coming out right. It is a thriller
and hopefully, it will turn out
good,” she says, sharing that she
is yet to begin the casting
process. “I am pretty clear about
the people I want, and most of
them are my friends. They are
also very successful actors. I
think if the script is good and
tight, it will attract good actors,”
she says.
Meanwhile, Tisca has her
hands full with other interesting
projects — she’s hosting a
crime-based show as well as
starring in a web series. She
says her role in it is a “dream”.
“It’s so great that I’m getting to
do such parts. This is such a
great space to be in. I feel like
I’ve just started,” she concludes.
n

Actor Tisca
Chopra is
hosting a
crime-based
show
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/
HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Elle Fanning has starred in several films that have competed at
PHOTO: CHRIS DELMAS/AFP
Cannes in recent years

Oscar-nominated
director Yorgos
Lanthimos is also
part of the jury
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

REUTERS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DATTAATINAA

Starpowerversuspolitics

Actors turning politicians is nothing new. A lot of Bollywood and TV celebs have also taken the
plunge and joined politics this election season. However, there are celebs from the TV industry
who turned down offers to join politics for various reasons. We take a look:
ROHITASHV GOUR

SHUBHANGI ATRE

I’ve not been approached
to join a political party but I
do get campaigning offers.
Personally, I don’t really
want to get into it. Celebs
joining politics was started
by Mr (Amitabh) Bachchan,
then came others. It was
something different when
he started off. I feel this
won’t work today because
voters are really smart.
Their fan following will
work a bit but it won’t
work as it used to do years
ago.

I’ve been approached
several times to join
politics, but right now my
priority is my acting career.
I’m interested in politics
and aware of all the
developments in our
country. I keep posting on
social media about political
issues and ideologies that I
like. But, that’s my personal
opinion. I’m patriotic and
for me, the nation comes
first. If I see a scope to work
for the country in future, I
wouldn’t mind considering
it.

PHOTO: FOTOCORP
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SAHILANANDOFFICIAL

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

SAHIL ANAND
TINAA DATTAA

game. Plus, I don’t even
I was first offered to join politics have time as I shoot for my
when I was doing Uttaran back shows almost regularly.
in 2009. But I was very young at Moreover, I feel that
people who follow us, get
that time, so, I had no choice
but to say no. Even today, I feel influenced while voting
when they see their
politics is not my cup of tea.
favourite actor
Supporting a political party
supporting a political
is one thing, but joining
party.
politics is a different

DIVYANKA TRIPATHI
DAHIYA
I’ve been approached by
almost all the parties in
the last six years, but I’ll
not be joining politics
anytime soon. I’m the
‘State Icon’ for Madhya
Pradesh Assembly
Elections, therefore, I can’t
support a particular party
or politician. I’ve to be
unbiased. Also, I’m
working full-time, so
there’s no chance that I can
contest an election when I
don’t even have time to
give.

I’ve been offered to do
political campaigning but
not to join a party yet. I
didn’t do it because my
priority is my [acting] work.
When actors join political
parties, it definitely helps
that party to get more
votes because
people don’t
think about
the party,
they think
about the
actor. It’s
a good
strategy.

Shocked to be number
one global artist: Alka
Samarth Goyal

ention to singersongwriter Alka
Yagnik that she is the
number one global artist on
YouTube and she is beyond
surprised and shocked. She
says “never in a million
years”, she expected that she
would achieve such a
milestone.
“I never had a clue that
the songs I have sung have
become so popular that
people are listening to them
across the globe. It’s really a
great feeling, and I am
shocked, surprised and
everything else with this
news,” says Alka Yagnik
who is known for hits such
as Baazigar O Baazigar
(Baazigar, 1993), Mere
Khwabon Mein Tu (Gupt,
1997) and Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna (Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna, 2006).
With a massive total of 197
million views, Alka sits at
the top of this week’s weekly

M

YouTube Global artists’
charts. The 53-year-old
singer feels blessed to be able
to have made such an
impact. “I started singing
back in the ’90s. There wasn’t
much available, in terms of
how many people are
listening and liking your
songs. Even live shows
weren’t common, unlike now
when they are more
popular,” she says.
The singer adds that it’s
only now that she has started
doing stage shows, things
have changed. “Now, when I
do shows, people ask me to
sing those songs that I had
sung in the ’90s, and I had no
idea that they are so popular,
that people still want to
listen to them,” adds Alka.
With the advent of the
Internet, and access to
international music, she
says she’s excited to see that
her music is “still
relevant”. She says, “It
obviously feels good and nice
that people love listening to
your music. That’s the only
thing I always wanted to do,
which was music, and to
see that my songs are still
relevant, when there is
so much competition
and so much new
music, that it fills my
heart up,” she signs
off.
n

SHASHANK VYAS

Text: Sangeeta Yadav

I’ve been offered to join
politics twice — first in 2011
when I was doing Balika
Vadhu and now when I’m
working on Roop - Mard Ka
Naya Swaroop. I was
approached again earlier
this year. But I’ve no
interest in joining politics.
However, I understand that
since we are public figures
and have a fan following,
it’s expected that those
people would vote for their
favourite actor and support
them.

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

The singer
says she’s
glad her music
is “still
relevant”
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’
Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but it’s
hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp clarity
of thought in her. “I was
nervous before the trailer came
out but after that, everything is
so exciting,” says Ananya, as
she talks about her dream
debut film, Student of The Year
2 (SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday and
nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always want
to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I just
love movies in general and
especially Bollywood films,
which have always fascinated
me. Obviously, my dad has

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is doing
their job, so I don’t take it
to heart. I have been very
open about my feelings
and if I find someone cute
and have a crush on him,
it’s normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such good
looking people, it’s normal
to have crushes. And I am
not shy, I like owning up to
my feelings. Kartik is a
good friend as well as my
co-actor. Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people are
not going to believe me,
so I will just say that he is
very cute (laughs).

been an inspiration. Just to see
him be part of such an amazing
world, and act, gave birth to my
dream as well. I’ve always
maintained that I am

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

Bollywood’s biggest fan. So
much so, that I am star struck
all the time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When I
told him I genuinely want to be
an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully, when
the film comes out, people like
and accept me. I am fine with

whatever decision they make,
but they should watch the film
first. I really don’t want any
negative connotations when it
comes to associating my name
with dad. He has worked very
hard to make a name for
himself and I’ll never feel
ashamed to be his daughter.
After all, it’s my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her but
I think we both are very real,
and that shows. Alia is my real
inspiration as she has only
done what she wanted to do.
She has made her own
decisions and taken up such
interesting work. Also, you will
never hear that Alia is not
talented. I hope people start
believing that of me as well.
Obviously, I’ve to work hard to
reach that level but that’s an
admirable thing about her.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Iamstungbyhowpeople
advertisesexism:Swara

Pooja Sharma
ith the election season
on, apart from pictures
of people’s index fingers
with the election ink, some
other kind of pictures have also
been doing the rounds of social
media — photos of men and
women holding a placard with
the following words, ‘This
election, don’t be like Swara
Bhasker. Use your finger well.
Vote well’. This was in context
to the actor’s masturbation
scene in the film Veere Di
Wedding (2018).
Talking about anti-woman
narratives, Swara says, “I was
stung and disappointed by how
thoughtlessly sexist even
supposedly educated people in
our society are, and how
shamelessly they advertise
sexism. She adds that
unfortunately the Indian
society and politics across the
ideological spectrum is rife
with casual and serious sexism.
“This election season has
provided ample proof of the sad

W

fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t

A

Pankaj Tripathi

always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the latest
member of the Kapoor
family to turn film-maker.
The actor turned producer is
backing a horror comedy web
series. Talking about taking the
plunge, Tusshar says, “As a
first time producer, I’ve
consulted my family members
on many occasions with
regards to the legal and
financial aspects of filmmaking. Every advice coming
from my family members,
who’ve made several films,
does come handy. Also, I’d like
to be part of different kinds of
shows as I believe the online
medium is like a limitless

T

galaxy that transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with other
mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be funding.
“I’d be actively involved in
every aspect of the film-making
process as I’ve grown up and
worked for several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand the
importance of several minds
coming together to make a good
story on celluloid,” says
Tusshar, who is the second
generation film-maker in their

family, after sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned. However,
we have chosen our own
distinct paths, which is evident
from the kind of movies we’ve
been a part of in our respective
careers. I can’t really say how
similar or different we are as
producers, as I’ve only begun
making my first project. On a
lighter note the important
aspects about a film that will
always be common to both of us
is, entertainment,
entertainment and
entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Tusshar Kapoor

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Swara Bhasker
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REALLYSWARA

fact that these two trolls are
just another example of that
sad mentality,” she says.
Though freedom of speech
is a right in a democracy,
when asked about women
being the target of these
misinterpretations, Swara
says, “Women are easy targets.
As a culture, we imbibe this
quality of slut-shaming women
as the first reaction when we
disagree with them. It’s the
easiest thing to do — to use a
woman’s sexuality to deride
her. Sadly, even educated
people fall prey to this
thinking. Until we keep calling
it out, it will never change.”

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin, Joe
and Nick — ended their
Wednesday night on a high
note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an electrifying
performance at the Billboard
Music awards (BBMA).
However, the fun didn’t end
there. From there, they went to
a local chapel in Las Vegas,
USA, to be part of Joe’s
surprise wedding with fiancée,
actor Sophie Turner.

J
First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license
on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned in to
kiss his wife, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. The video of the
two sharing a kiss went viral in
HTC
no time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY

‘Jo aadmi alag hota hai, woh
alag way mein aata hai’

I want to teach acting, says Pankaj
Sreyashi Ghosh

UNTIL WE KEEP
CALLING IT OUT, IT
WILL NEVER CHANGE,
SAYS THE VEERE DI
WEDDING ACTOR

Rishabh Suri

Ankita Lokhande

I ALWAYS
WANTED TO
LEARN KATHAK,
SAYS ANKITA
Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Ankita Lokhande has
always been fascinated by
dancing. Though she
didn’t get the time to master an
art form in the initial few years
of her career, due to her backto-back shooting schedules,
the actor made a promise to
herself that she would
definitely learn a classical
dance form this year. On
International Dance Day
(April 29), Ankita started
learning Kathak — one of the
eight major forms of Indian
classical dance.
A source close to her
reveals, “Ankita has always
admitted that she loves
dancing and that dance is a
very important part of her life.
She loves learning new dance
form but Bollywood dancing is
her favourite. A couple of
years back, she also
participated in the celebrity
dance reality show, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa (Season 4). In fact,
when she made her debut with
Manikarnika, earlier this
year, she was thrilled to be a
part of a song where she could
dance on screen.”
Talking about it, Ankita
says, “Everybody around me
knows that I love dancing.
Since childhood, I have
participated in every dance
competition in school and
college. I like learning new
dance forms and mastering
Kathak was on my mind for a
very long time. Kathak is a
dance form that is mixed with
storytelling and it is very
unique and full of grace. I am
glad that I have finally started
learning it. I have a long way
to go.”

A

Actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui has
emerged as a
favourite among
makers on the
webPHOTO: SUJIT
JAISWAL/AFP

e’s perhaps one of the most
reliable names when it
comes to roles that need
some kind of gravitas, cue roles
in films such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012), Manjhi: The
Mountain Man (2015), Kick
(2014) and Kahaani (2012). And
while some people may say that
actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
goes for ‘rural’ roles more
often, the actor doesn’t really
agree here.
“I’ve done aristocratic roles
as well!” says Nawazuddin, “Be
it Raees (2017), or some more,
inse bade aristocratic roles
kaunse ho sakte hain? The
ones I don’t do are the
regular ones. Woh
nahi kar sakta hoon
main.” This is why
he doesn’t like to
categorise himself
under any specific
category of
actors. What’s
interesting to
note is that
filmmaker
Karan Johar,
on his chat
show, placed
the actor
alongside
younger
actors such as
Rajkummar
Rao and
Vicky Kaushal
in the
‘breakthrough
stars’ of
Bollywood. On
this, the actor
says, “I don’t
come under any
category. Jo
aadmi alag hota
hai, woh alag way
mein aata hai!”
Apart from films,
Nawazuddin has
also emerged as a
favourite among
makers in the web
space. We haven’t seen
him in any other Indian
web series after Sacred
Games. Asked whether
the first one met his
expectations, he shares,
“The second season [of
Sacred Games] is going to be
bigger than the first one. I had
expectations from the first
season too. Baahar zyaada
pasand kiya hai logon ne.”

H
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Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(noV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(oCT 24 - noV 22)

Bill Watterson

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 1997 film, Dil TO Pagal Hai, was
the first HiNdi film tO be shOt iN the
GermaN city Of BadeN-BadeN aNd
its theme park EurOpa-Park.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3074
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

FPOOR
DMIIO
C A N N OT
ANUGMM
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

A

n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Proof, idiom, canton, magnum
ANSWER: Verse, singing, and speech have a common origin. Jean-Philippe Rameau

sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere
Darmiyaan that aired in 2016.
The actor chose to not take up
shows as they didn’t “offer
anything new or interesting”.
Asha admits that she used to
worry about being out of
sight, out of mind but then
decided that it was better to
work on herself and wait for a
good script than taking up
whatever work came her
way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I
didn’t want to feel
demotivated by doing work
that I didn’t want to do. I

wanted to feel strongly about
my work. I have no regrets
about the break. It helped me
a lot.”
What she found strange
was that she got offers for bold
content on the web. “I didn’t
know why but I got many
offers for bold roles in web
shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at times,
they are forced and put in for
the heck of it. I was not up for
it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of
storyline doesn’t work for me.
On the other hand, I also got
lead roles in TV shows, with
done-to-death concepts. I
didn’t want to repeat myself
after doing TV for almost five
years. So, that’s why I took
the break. It was a good
change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”

FYRE
2019 | 16+| 1h 37m|
Documentary

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Billy McFarland,
Jason Bell, Gabrielle Bluestone
Synopsis: The Fyre Festival
was billed as a luxury music
experience on a posh
private island, but it failed
spectacularly in the hands of
a cocky entrepreneur.
Starring: Jim Caviezel, Taraji P
Henson, Kevin Chapman

PERSON OF INTEREST
2011 | 16+ | 5 seasons | Series

Synopsis: A former assassin
and a programmer save lives
via a surveillance AI that sends
them the identities of civilians
involved in impending crimes.
Starring: Nyra Banerjee,
Pawan Chopra, Gautam Gulati

OPERATION COBRA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A terrorist outfit
gets access to a technology
resulting from a research.
Only one man can stop them —
India’s Agent Condor.

Wonder
Woman at 1820

EDITOR’S
PICK

1020 Happy Feet
1219 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
1421 Ocean’s Eight
1615 Justice League
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 The Karate Kid
2339 Evolution

Zombieland at 1910

Jack Reacher at 2100

0911 Ong Bak 2
1101 Rise of The Planet of The
Apes
1257 Black Panther
1529 Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes
United
1652 Bleeding Steel
1910 Zombieland

1025 Ghosts of Girlfriends Past
1205 Striptease
1345 No Strings Attached
1511 Beef
1728 The Hunter’s Prayer
1907 Arthur
2100 Jack Reacher
2223 Police Story 2

Holiday: A Soldier Is Never
Off Duty at 2000

Happy New Year
at 1712

1127 Roadside Rowdy
1417 Bhai: Mera Big Brother
1701 Chandramukhi
2000 Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty
2321 Resident Evil

1136 Secret Superstar
1449 Shaktishali No 1
1712 Happy New
Year
2100 Khoonkhar
2334 Bengal Tiger

Starring: Arunoday Singh,
Nidhi Singh, Mahie Gill

APHARAN
2018 | 18+ | Season 1 | Series

SHE HAS NOW SHOT
FOR A DIGITAL SHOW
AND SAYS IT IS
EXACTLY WHAT SHE
WAS LOOKING FOR

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Kavita Awaasthi

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Surprised to get
offers for bold
dramas: Asha Negi

Verse, siNgiNg, aNd speech have a ____ ____.
- JeaN-Philippe Rameau (6,6)

Synopsis: A cop kidnaps a
young girl at her request.
When the chain of events goes
wrong, he realises that he is
now a part of a conspiracy.?
Starring: Sterling K Brown,
Kenneth Choi, Christian
Clemenson

AMERICAN CRIME STORY
2016 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: A series centered
around America’s most
notorious crimes and criminals.

Mard The Khiladi
at 1725
1050 Anari No 1
1420 Nazrana
1725 Mard The Khiladi
2010 Khuda Gawah
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BIG BANG THEORY CAST PREP FOR
FAREWELL WITH HANDPRINTS

The popular show
shot the last
episode of its
final season
earlier this week

s their beloved comedy
nears its end, the cast of
The Big Bang Theory
has literally left its
mark on Hollywood history —
as the seven actors
immortalized their
handprints in cement at
the famous TCL Chinese
Theatre in Los Angeles on
Wednesday.
Following the daily lives of
a group of geeky-but-loveable
California scientists and their
girlfriends, Big Bang, which
premiered in 2007, has for

A

Johnny Galecki, Jim Parsons, Kaley Cuoco, Simon Helberg and Kunal Nayyarat at their handprint
PHOTO: RICH FURY/GETTY IMAGES/AFP
ceremony at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California.
years been the most-watched
comedy on US television.
The TV show’s entire main
ensemble participated in the
cement ceremony, including
Johnny Galecki (who plays

Nicholas Hoult
defends Tolkien
biopic
ctor Nicholas Hoult has
defended his upcoming movie
Tolkien, a biopic of JRR
Tolkien, the iconic author of the
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit
series, saying the writer’s life has
been treated “respectfully” in the
film.
Last week, the Tolkien family
and estate had raised objections to
the film saying they did “not
endorse” the biopic, which will
release next month. The Dome
Karukoski film features Hoult as
the eponymous character and Lily
Collins as his wife, Edith Bratt.
According to The Independent,
Hoult told Press Association, “I

A

Nicholas
Hoult

think it’s been done very
respectfully, as a fan. It’s the
story that stands alone.
Such a remarkable life, his
relationships, what he
endured in World War I.
What inspired him,
hopefully it will inspire new
PTI
audiences now.”

exasperated straight-man
Leonard), Jim Parsons (the
sometimes-infuriating genius
Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco
(the guys’ across-the-hall
neighbour Penny) and Simon

Helberg (astronaut and
mama’s boy).
Kunal Nayyar (Raj
Koothrappali, who is
cripplingly shy talking to
women), Mayim Bialik (Amy

Farrah Fowler, a
neurobiologist whose
relationship with Sheldon is
dictated by a contractual
agreement) and Melissa
Rauch (the small-but-mighty
Bernadette) also took part in
the ceremony.
Galecki said taking part in
the quintessential Hollywood
event was an “epic honour.”
“It’s been an incredible
ride,’‘ he said. “Thank you all.
Thank you to the fans. There
is a little part of all of you in
these handprints.”
The Emmy-winning show’s
12th season is set to finish
with its 279th episode, a onehour finale, on May 16.
Parsons said the episode
was filmed on Tuesday, the
night before their handprint
ceremony.
“We did tape our last
episode last night,” he said,
“and yet I can live under the

delusion that we’re still
working together, so this is a
real blessing.”
“And I want to thank the
other six cast members who
are with me here today, this
experience would not have
happened at all with any
other combination,” he said.
Parsons’s Sheldon is the
emotional heart of the show,
despite his often-clueless
social interactions and
tendency to focus on his
physics research over his
friends (and his “Bazinga”
catchphrase, which drives the
gang crazy). The character
was so popular that a spinoff
show, Young Sheldon, was
launched in 2017.
Winner of 10 Emmy
Awards, Big Bang attracted
more than 20 million viewers
per episode for parts of its
ninth season.

Cassel latest entrant on
Westworld’s season 3
ctor Vincent Cassel has
landed a key role in the
upcoming third season
of the TV drama series
Westworld.
The 52-year-old, known for
films such as Ocean’s Twelve
(2004), Black Swan (2010) and
Jason Bourne (2016), is the
latest newcomer for the show’s
third season, following the
castings of Lena Waithe and
Aaron Paul. The details of the
characters, to be played by the
three actors are being kept
under wraps, reported
Deadline. Westworld, created
and executive produced by
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy,
is currently filming and doesn’t

A

espite having a promising
starcast — Anil Kapoor,
Juhi Chawla, Rajkummar
Rao and Sonam K Ahuja — the
film Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh
Aisa Laga didn’t set the cash
registers ringing at the box
office. But ever since its
release on an OTT platform,
exactly two months after its
theatrical release on February
1, it has been doing quite well
and garnering praise. Shelly
Chopra Dhar, the director, is
glad that more people are
watching it, though she wished
the film had done well in
theatres, too.
“When we were making
the film, we were hoping that

D

the audience will be able to
connect [with the story and
characters]. And by the
audience, I mean people from
various walks of life, in cities
and towns. But it did not, so it
does feel bad. And now that it’s
doing so well on the web, it has
made us happy,” she says.
Asked what she feels went
wrong with the film that
touched upon on the topic of
homosexuality and Shelly
says, “I don’t know but I can’t
start blaming anyone.
Everyone, from the crew to the
cast, all of us tried our best. We
wanted to drive home a
message and it has reached
people who have watched it.”
Meanwhile, the film is doing
rounds internationally as well.

It was recently screened at
Cornell University and then
at National Geographic
Society, Washington, D.C. “It
might not have done well in
theatres but when this film is
being shown in various other
places and platforms, in a way,
the purpose is being fulfilled.
We just wanted to start a
dialogue.” says an elated
Shelly.

have a release date yet.
The second season of the
series, based on the Michael
Crichton film of the same
name, featured Evan Rachel
Wood, Jeffrey Wright, Thandie
Newton, Ed Harris, and Tessa
Thompson.
PTI

ctor Karen Gillan has
opened up about James
Gunn’s reinstatement as
director of the third Guardians
of the Galaxy film, saying the
franchise would not have been
the same without him.
The 31-year-old actor, who
portrays Nebula in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, told Marc
Malkin during his The Big
Ticket podcast that Gunn was
personally involved in all the
characters of the series. “His
personality, the tone of those
movies, I can only describe as
James’ personality. It’s his
sense of humour, his writing,
his taste in music. These
characters are extensions of
him,” Gillan said.
“It definitely wouldn’t have
been the same version of
Guardians,” she added.
Gunn was fired by Marvel
Studios’ parent company
Disney in August last year
after his old, offensive tweets
resurfaced on social media. In
the tweets, Gunn, 52, had
cracked crude jokes dealing
with paedophilia and rape.
This March, the studio
reinstated Gunn as director of
the third part of the franchise.

A

AFP

Director Shelly Chopra Dhar is
happy that Ek Ladki Ko Dekha
Toh Aisa Laga (top) is getting a
good response on the web

Vincent Cassel PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

‘GOTG 3 wouldn’t have
been same sans Gunn’

Can’t blame anyone; all the cast and crew tried
their best, says Shelly
Shreya Mukherjee

03

Karen Gillan
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI; HANNAH
MCKAY/REUTERS

PTI
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Elle, Yorgos named in 72nd Cannes
jury panel
A

IAMBATTLING
ALLMY
INSECURITIES:
TISCACHOPRA

ctor Elle Fanning,
French graphic
novelist Enki Bilal,
and the Oscarnominated director of The
Favourite, Yorgos Lanthimos,
will be joining the jury at the
Cannes Film Festival next
month, organisers said on
Monday.
The world’s biggest cinema
showcase kicks off on the
French Riviera on May 14,
with Mexican director
Alejandro Gonzalez Iñárritu
presiding over the panel that
decides on prizes, including
the top Palme D’Or award.
Split between four men
and four women, the jury
for the festival’s 72nd edition
will also include Pawel
Pawlikowski, the Polish
filmmaker and screenwriter
named best director at
Cannes last year for the Cold
War.
Comic book creator Bilal,
best known for his Nikopol
trilogy of science fiction
novels, has also directed
feature films, including 2004’s
Immortal.
Fanning, who started
working in movies as a child,
has starred in several films in
competition at Cannes in
recent years, including The
Beguiled by Sofia Coppola in
2017.
Maimouna N’Diaye, who
has directed documentaries
and acted in films such as
Otar Iosseliani’s Chasing
Butterflies (1992), will also
sit on the panel, alongside
two other female directors —
Kelly Reichardt from the
US and Italy’s Alicia
Rohrwacher.
Reichardt’s Wendy and
Lucy was a contender for
Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
award in 2008. Rohrwacher
won best screenplay at
Cannes last year for her film
Happy as Lazzaro, a satirical
fable about a peasant family.
French filmmaker Robin
Campillo, who took Cannes by
storm in 2017 with 120 BPM Beats Per Minute, winning
the Grand Prix for his movie
about an AIDS activist, will
complete the line-up.
The May 14-25 festival will
kick off with US director Jim
Jarmusch’s latest film,The
Dead Don’t Die.

The actor credits her initial failures
for shaping her career today
Juhi Chakraborty
he has been a part of the
film industry since 1993
doing roles here and
there, but she found fame
in Bollywood only after starring
in Taare Zameen Par (2007).
However, Tisca Chopra says she
would not like to change
anything about her journey. In
fact, she credits her initial
failures for shaping her career
today.
“A year back or two, I would
have said that I would like to go
back in time to when I was 17
and make different choices and
do different things. But as I am
getting on with my life, I am
realising that career is a very
small part of your life. The
initial failure has been a
fabulous teacher. I have evolved
into this confident person and
exploring myself in my career
like I’ve never done before,”
shares Tisca, who has starred in
films such as Taqdeerwala
(1995), Qissa (2013), Dil Toh
Baccha Hai Ji (2011) among
others.
The actor, who calls herself
“more fearless, kind, generous
and thoughtful”, says that she is
“battling with all her
insecurities and slowly moving

S

towards becoming more
secure.”
And with this new
confidence, Tisca is turning a
new page in her career as she is
set to direct her first Bollywood
film, which she also produces
and stars in. “With this project, I
have challenged myself
severely. I’ve pushed myself to
the extent of writing. I’m
already ready with the first two
drafts of the film and there will
be a third draft, and I am very
particular about the story
coming out right. It is a thriller
and hopefully, it will turn out
good,” she says, sharing that she
is yet to begin the casting
process. “I am pretty clear about
the people I want, and most of
them are my friends. They are
also very successful actors. I
think if the script is good and
tight, it will attract good actors,”
she says.
Meanwhile, Tisca has her
hands full with other interesting
projects — she’s hosting a
crime-based show as well as
starring in a web series. She
says her role in it is a “dream”.
“It’s so great that I’m getting to
do such parts. This is such a
great space to be in. I feel like
I’ve just started,” she concludes.
n

Actor Tisca
Chopra is
hosting a
crime-based
show
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/
HT

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Elle Fanning has starred in several films that have competed at
PHOTO: CHRIS DELMAS/AFP
Cannes in recent years

Oscar-nominated
director Yorgos
Lanthimos is also
part of the jury
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

REUTERS
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DATTAATINAA

Starpowerversuspolitics

Actors turning politicians is nothing new. A lot of Bollywood and TV celebs have also taken the
plunge and joined politics this election season. However, there are celebs from the TV industry
who turned down offers to join politics for various reasons. We take a look:
ROHITASHV GOUR

SHUBHANGI ATRE

I’ve not been approached
to join a political party but I
do get campaigning offers.
Personally, I don’t really
want to get into it. Celebs
joining politics was started
by Mr (Amitabh) Bachchan,
then came others. It was
something different when
he started off. I feel this
won’t work today because
voters are really smart.
Their fan following will
work a bit but it won’t
work as it used to do years
ago.

I’ve been approached
several times to join
politics, but right now my
priority is my acting career.
I’m interested in politics
and aware of all the
developments in our
country. I keep posting on
social media about political
issues and ideologies that I
like. But, that’s my personal
opinion. I’m patriotic and
for me, the nation comes
first. If I see a scope to work
for the country in future, I
wouldn’t mind considering
it.

PHOTO: FOTOCORP
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SAHILANANDOFFICIAL

PHOTO: VIDYA SUBRAMANIAN/HT

SAHIL ANAND
TINAA DATTAA

game. Plus, I don’t even
I was first offered to join politics have time as I shoot for my
when I was doing Uttaran back shows almost regularly.
in 2009. But I was very young at Moreover, I feel that
people who follow us, get
that time, so, I had no choice
but to say no. Even today, I feel influenced while voting
when they see their
politics is not my cup of tea.
favourite actor
Supporting a political party
supporting a political
is one thing, but joining
party.
politics is a different

DIVYANKA TRIPATHI
DAHIYA
I’ve been approached by
almost all the parties in
the last six years, but I’ll
not be joining politics
anytime soon. I’m the
‘State Icon’ for Madhya
Pradesh Assembly
Elections, therefore, I can’t
support a particular party
or politician. I’ve to be
unbiased. Also, I’m
working full-time, so
there’s no chance that I can
contest an election when I
don’t even have time to
give.

I’ve been offered to do
political campaigning but
not to join a party yet. I
didn’t do it because my
priority is my [acting] work.
When actors join political
parties, it definitely helps
that party to get more
votes because
people don’t
think about
the party,
they think
about the
actor. It’s
a good
strategy.

Shocked to be number
one global artist: Alka
Samarth Goyal

ention to singersongwriter Alka
Yagnik that she is the
number one global artist on
YouTube and she is beyond
surprised and shocked. She
says “never in a million
years”, she expected that she
would achieve such a
milestone.
“I never had a clue that
the songs I have sung have
become so popular that
people are listening to them
across the globe. It’s really a
great feeling, and I am
shocked, surprised and
everything else with this
news,” says Alka Yagnik
who is known for hits such
as Baazigar O Baazigar
(Baazigar, 1993), Mere
Khwabon Mein Tu (Gupt,
1997) and Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna (Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna, 2006).
With a massive total of 197
million views, Alka sits at
the top of this week’s weekly

M

YouTube Global artists’
charts. The 53-year-old
singer feels blessed to be able
to have made such an
impact. “I started singing
back in the ’90s. There wasn’t
much available, in terms of
how many people are
listening and liking your
songs. Even live shows
weren’t common, unlike now
when they are more
popular,” she says.
The singer adds that it’s
only now that she has started
doing stage shows, things
have changed. “Now, when I
do shows, people ask me to
sing those songs that I had
sung in the ’90s, and I had no
idea that they are so popular,
that people still want to
listen to them,” adds Alka.
With the advent of the
Internet, and access to
international music, she
says she’s excited to see that
her music is “still
relevant”. She says, “It
obviously feels good and nice
that people love listening to
your music. That’s the only
thing I always wanted to do,
which was music, and to
see that my songs are still
relevant, when there is
so much competition
and so much new
music, that it fills my
heart up,” she signs
off.
n

SHASHANK VYAS

Text: Sangeeta Yadav

I’ve been offered to join
politics twice — first in 2011
when I was doing Balika
Vadhu and now when I’m
working on Roop - Mard Ka
Naya Swaroop. I was
approached again earlier
this year. But I’ve no
interest in joining politics.
However, I understand that
since we are public figures
and have a fan following,
it’s expected that those
people would vote for their
favourite actor and support
them.

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

The singer
says she’s
glad her music
is “still
relevant”
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’
Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but it’s
hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp clarity
of thought in her. “I was
nervous before the trailer came
out but after that, everything is
so exciting,” says Ananya, as
she talks about her dream
debut film, Student of The Year
2 (SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday and
nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always want
to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I just
love movies in general and
especially Bollywood films,
which have always fascinated
me. Obviously, my dad has

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is doing
their job, so I don’t take it
to heart. I have been very
open about my feelings
and if I find someone cute
and have a crush on him,
it’s normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such good
looking people, it’s normal
to have crushes. And I am
not shy, I like owning up to
my feelings. Kartik is a
good friend as well as my
co-actor. Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people are
not going to believe me,
so I will just say that he is
very cute (laughs).

been an inspiration. Just to see
him be part of such an amazing
world, and act, gave birth to my
dream as well. I’ve always
maintained that I am

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

Bollywood’s biggest fan. So
much so, that I am star struck
all the time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When I
told him I genuinely want to be
an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully, when
the film comes out, people like
and accept me. I am fine with

whatever decision they make,
but they should watch the film
first. I really don’t want any
negative connotations when it
comes to associating my name
with dad. He has worked very
hard to make a name for
himself and I’ll never feel
ashamed to be his daughter.
After all, it’s my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her but
I think we both are very real,
and that shows. Alia is my real
inspiration as she has only
done what she wanted to do.
She has made her own
decisions and taken up such
interesting work. Also, you will
never hear that Alia is not
talented. I hope people start
believing that of me as well.
Obviously, I’ve to work hard to
reach that level but that’s an
admirable thing about her.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

Iamstungbyhowpeople
advertisesexism:Swara

Pooja Sharma
ith the election season
on, apart from pictures
of people’s index fingers
with the election ink, some
other kind of pictures have also
been doing the rounds of social
media — photos of men and
women holding a placard with
the following words, ‘This
election, don’t be like Swara
Bhasker. Use your finger well.
Vote well’. This was in context
to the actor’s masturbation
scene in the film Veere Di
Wedding (2018).
Talking about anti-woman
narratives, Swara says, “I was
stung and disappointed by how
thoughtlessly sexist even
supposedly educated people in
our society are, and how
shamelessly they advertise
sexism. She adds that
unfortunately the Indian
society and politics across the
ideological spectrum is rife
with casual and serious sexism.
“This election season has
provided ample proof of the sad

W

fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t

A

Pankaj Tripathi

always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the latest
member of the Kapoor
family to turn film-maker.
The actor turned producer is
backing a horror comedy web
series. Talking about taking the
plunge, Tusshar says, “As a
first time producer, I’ve
consulted my family members
on many occasions with
regards to the legal and
financial aspects of filmmaking. Every advice coming
from my family members,
who’ve made several films,
does come handy. Also, I’d like
to be part of different kinds of
shows as I believe the online
medium is like a limitless

T

galaxy that transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with other
mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be funding.
“I’d be actively involved in
every aspect of the film-making
process as I’ve grown up and
worked for several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand the
importance of several minds
coming together to make a good
story on celluloid,” says
Tusshar, who is the second
generation film-maker in their

family, after sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned. However,
we have chosen our own
distinct paths, which is evident
from the kind of movies we’ve
been a part of in our respective
careers. I can’t really say how
similar or different we are as
producers, as I’ve only begun
making my first project. On a
lighter note the important
aspects about a film that will
always be common to both of us
is, entertainment,
entertainment and
entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

Tusshar Kapoor

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Swara Bhasker
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REALLYSWARA

fact that these two trolls are
just another example of that
sad mentality,” she says.
Though freedom of speech
is a right in a democracy,
when asked about women
being the target of these
misinterpretations, Swara
says, “Women are easy targets.
As a culture, we imbibe this
quality of slut-shaming women
as the first reaction when we
disagree with them. It’s the
easiest thing to do — to use a
woman’s sexuality to deride
her. Sadly, even educated
people fall prey to this
thinking. Until we keep calling
it out, it will never change.”

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin, Joe
and Nick — ended their
Wednesday night on a high
note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an electrifying
performance at the Billboard
Music awards (BBMA).
However, the fun didn’t end
there. From there, they went to
a local chapel in Las Vegas,
USA, to be part of Joe’s
surprise wedding with fiancée,
actor Sophie Turner.

J
First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license
on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned in to
kiss his wife, actor Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. The video of the
two sharing a kiss went viral in
HTC
no time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY

‘Jo aadmi alag hota hai, woh
alag way mein aata hai’

I want to teach acting, says Pankaj
Sreyashi Ghosh

UNTIL WE KEEP
CALLING IT OUT, IT
WILL NEVER CHANGE,
SAYS THE VEERE DI
WEDDING ACTOR

Rishabh Suri

Ankita Lokhande

I ALWAYS
WANTED TO
LEARN KATHAK,
SAYS ANKITA
Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Ankita Lokhande has
always been fascinated by
dancing. Though she
didn’t get the time to master an
art form in the initial few years
of her career, due to her backto-back shooting schedules,
the actor made a promise to
herself that she would
definitely learn a classical
dance form this year. On
International Dance Day
(April 29), Ankita started
learning Kathak — one of the
eight major forms of Indian
classical dance.
A source close to her
reveals, “Ankita has always
admitted that she loves
dancing and that dance is a
very important part of her life.
She loves learning new dance
form but Bollywood dancing is
her favourite. A couple of
years back, she also
participated in the celebrity
dance reality show, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa (Season 4). In fact,
when she made her debut with
Manikarnika, earlier this
year, she was thrilled to be a
part of a song where she could
dance on screen.”
Talking about it, Ankita
says, “Everybody around me
knows that I love dancing.
Since childhood, I have
participated in every dance
competition in school and
college. I like learning new
dance forms and mastering
Kathak was on my mind for a
very long time. Kathak is a
dance form that is mixed with
storytelling and it is very
unique and full of grace. I am
glad that I have finally started
learning it. I have a long way
to go.”

A

Actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui has
emerged as a
favourite among
makers on the
webPHOTO: SUJIT
JAISWAL/AFP

e’s perhaps one of the most
reliable names when it
comes to roles that need
some kind of gravitas, cue roles
in films such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012), Manjhi: The
Mountain Man (2015), Kick
(2014) and Kahaani (2012). And
while some people may say that
actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui
goes for ‘rural’ roles more
often, the actor doesn’t really
agree here.
“I’ve done aristocratic roles
as well!” says Nawazuddin, “Be
it Raees (2017), or some more,
inse bade aristocratic roles
kaunse ho sakte hain? The
ones I don’t do are the
regular ones. Woh
nahi kar sakta hoon
main.” This is why
he doesn’t like to
categorise himself
under any specific
category of
actors. What’s
interesting to
note is that
filmmaker
Karan Johar,
on his chat
show, placed
the actor
alongside
younger
actors such as
Rajkummar
Rao and
Vicky Kaushal
in the
‘breakthrough
stars’ of
Bollywood. On
this, the actor
says, “I don’t
come under any
category. Jo
aadmi alag hota
hai, woh alag way
mein aata hai!”
Apart from films,
Nawazuddin has
also emerged as a
favourite among
makers in the web
space. We haven’t seen
him in any other Indian
web series after Sacred
Games. Asked whether
the first one met his
expectations, he shares,
“The second season [of
Sacred Games] is going to be
bigger than the first one. I had
expectations from the first
season too. Baahar zyaada
pasand kiya hai logon ne.”

H
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2019

Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - oCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(noV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SCORPIO
(oCT 24 - noV 22)

Bill Watterson

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
The 1997 film, Dil TO Pagal Hai, was
the first HiNdi film tO be shOt iN the
GermaN city Of BadeN-BadeN aNd
its theme park EurOpa-Park.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3074
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

FPOOR
DMIIO
C A N N OT
ANUGMM
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

A

n

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Proof, idiom, canton, magnum
ANSWER: Verse, singing, and speech have a common origin. Jean-Philippe Rameau

sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere
Darmiyaan that aired in 2016.
The actor chose to not take up
shows as they didn’t “offer
anything new or interesting”.
Asha admits that she used to
worry about being out of
sight, out of mind but then
decided that it was better to
work on herself and wait for a
good script than taking up
whatever work came her
way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I
didn’t want to feel
demotivated by doing work
that I didn’t want to do. I

wanted to feel strongly about
my work. I have no regrets
about the break. It helped me
a lot.”
What she found strange
was that she got offers for bold
content on the web. “I didn’t
know why but I got many
offers for bold roles in web
shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at times,
they are forced and put in for
the heck of it. I was not up for
it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of
storyline doesn’t work for me.
On the other hand, I also got
lead roles in TV shows, with
done-to-death concepts. I
didn’t want to repeat myself
after doing TV for almost five
years. So, that’s why I took
the break. It was a good
change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”

FYRE
2019 | 16+| 1h 37m|
Documentary

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Billy McFarland,
Jason Bell, Gabrielle Bluestone
Synopsis: The Fyre Festival
was billed as a luxury music
experience on a posh
private island, but it failed
spectacularly in the hands of
a cocky entrepreneur.
Starring: Jim Caviezel, Taraji P
Henson, Kevin Chapman

PERSON OF INTEREST
2011 | 16+ | 5 seasons | Series

Synopsis: A former assassin
and a programmer save lives
via a surveillance AI that sends
them the identities of civilians
involved in impending crimes.
Starring: Nyra Banerjee,
Pawan Chopra, Gautam Gulati

OPERATION COBRA
2019 | 16+ | Season 1 | Series

Synopsis: A terrorist outfit
gets access to a technology
resulting from a research.
Only one man can stop them —
India’s Agent Condor.

Wonder
Woman at 1820

EDITOR’S
PICK

1020 Happy Feet
1219 GI Joe: The Rise
of Cobra
1421 Ocean’s Eight
1615 Justice League
1820 Wonder Woman
2100 The Karate Kid
2339 Evolution

Zombieland at 1910

Jack Reacher at 2100

0911 Ong Bak 2
1101 Rise of The Planet of The
Apes
1257 Black Panther
1529 Iron Man & Hulk: Heroes
United
1652 Bleeding Steel
1910 Zombieland

1025 Ghosts of Girlfriends Past
1205 Striptease
1345 No Strings Attached
1511 Beef
1728 The Hunter’s Prayer
1907 Arthur
2100 Jack Reacher
2223 Police Story 2

Holiday: A Soldier Is Never
Off Duty at 2000

Happy New Year
at 1712

1127 Roadside Rowdy
1417 Bhai: Mera Big Brother
1701 Chandramukhi
2000 Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty
2321 Resident Evil

1136 Secret Superstar
1449 Shaktishali No 1
1712 Happy New
Year
2100 Khoonkhar
2334 Bengal Tiger

Starring: Arunoday Singh,
Nidhi Singh, Mahie Gill

APHARAN
2018 | 18+ | Season 1 | Series

SHE HAS NOW SHOT
FOR A DIGITAL SHOW
AND SAYS IT IS
EXACTLY WHAT SHE
WAS LOOKING FOR

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Kavita Awaasthi

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Surprised to get
offers for bold
dramas: Asha Negi

Verse, siNgiNg, aNd speech have a ____ ____.
- JeaN-Philippe Rameau (6,6)

Synopsis: A cop kidnaps a
young girl at her request.
When the chain of events goes
wrong, he realises that he is
now a part of a conspiracy.?
Starring: Sterling K Brown,
Kenneth Choi, Christian
Clemenson

AMERICAN CRIME STORY
2016 | 16+ | 2 Seasons | Series

Synopsis: A series centered
around America’s most
notorious crimes and criminals.

Mard The Khiladi
at 1725
1050 Anari No 1
1420 Nazrana
1725 Mard The Khiladi
2010 Khuda Gawah
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BIG BANG THEORY CAST PREP FOR
FAREWELL WITH HANDPRINTS

The popular show
shot the last
episode of its
final season
earlier this week

s their beloved comedy
nears its end, the cast of
The Big Bang Theory
has literally left its
mark on Hollywood history —
as the seven actors
immortalized their
handprints in cement at
the famous TCL Chinese
Theatre in Los Angeles on
Wednesday.
Following the daily lives of
a group of geeky-but-loveable
California scientists and their
girlfriends, Big Bang, which
premiered in 2007, has for

A

Johnny Galecki, Jim Parsons, Kaley Cuoco, Simon Helberg and Kunal Nayyarat at their handprint
PHOTO: RICH FURY/GETTY IMAGES/AFP
ceremony at the TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California.
years been the most-watched
comedy on US television.
The TV show’s entire main
ensemble participated in the
cement ceremony, including
Johnny Galecki (who plays

Nicholas Hoult
defends Tolkien
biopic
ctor Nicholas Hoult has
defended his upcoming movie
Tolkien, a biopic of JRR
Tolkien, the iconic author of the
Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit
series, saying the writer’s life has
been treated “respectfully” in the
film.
Last week, the Tolkien family
and estate had raised objections to
the film saying they did “not
endorse” the biopic, which will
release next month. The Dome
Karukoski film features Hoult as
the eponymous character and Lily
Collins as his wife, Edith Bratt.
According to The Independent,
Hoult told Press Association, “I

A

Nicholas
Hoult

think it’s been done very
respectfully, as a fan. It’s the
story that stands alone.
Such a remarkable life, his
relationships, what he
endured in World War I.
What inspired him,
hopefully it will inspire new
PTI
audiences now.”

exasperated straight-man
Leonard), Jim Parsons (the
sometimes-infuriating genius
Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco
(the guys’ across-the-hall
neighbour Penny) and Simon

Helberg (astronaut and
mama’s boy).
Kunal Nayyar (Raj
Koothrappali, who is
cripplingly shy talking to
women), Mayim Bialik (Amy

Farrah Fowler, a
neurobiologist whose
relationship with Sheldon is
dictated by a contractual
agreement) and Melissa
Rauch (the small-but-mighty
Bernadette) also took part in
the ceremony.
Galecki said taking part in
the quintessential Hollywood
event was an “epic honour.”
“It’s been an incredible
ride,’‘ he said. “Thank you all.
Thank you to the fans. There
is a little part of all of you in
these handprints.”
The Emmy-winning show’s
12th season is set to finish
with its 279th episode, a onehour finale, on May 16.
Parsons said the episode
was filmed on Tuesday, the
night before their handprint
ceremony.
“We did tape our last
episode last night,” he said,
“and yet I can live under the

delusion that we’re still
working together, so this is a
real blessing.”
“And I want to thank the
other six cast members who
are with me here today, this
experience would not have
happened at all with any
other combination,” he said.
Parsons’s Sheldon is the
emotional heart of the show,
despite his often-clueless
social interactions and
tendency to focus on his
physics research over his
friends (and his “Bazinga”
catchphrase, which drives the
gang crazy). The character
was so popular that a spinoff
show, Young Sheldon, was
launched in 2017.
Winner of 10 Emmy
Awards, Big Bang attracted
more than 20 million viewers
per episode for parts of its
ninth season.

Cassel latest entrant on
Westworld’s season 3
ctor Vincent Cassel has
landed a key role in the
upcoming third season
of the TV drama series
Westworld.
The 52-year-old, known for
films such as Ocean’s Twelve
(2004), Black Swan (2010) and
Jason Bourne (2016), is the
latest newcomer for the show’s
third season, following the
castings of Lena Waithe and
Aaron Paul. The details of the
characters, to be played by the
three actors are being kept
under wraps, reported
Deadline. Westworld, created
and executive produced by
Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy,
is currently filming and doesn’t

A

espite having a promising
starcast — Anil Kapoor,
Juhi Chawla, Rajkummar
Rao and Sonam K Ahuja — the
film Ek Ladki Ko Dekha Toh
Aisa Laga didn’t set the cash
registers ringing at the box
office. But ever since its
release on an OTT platform,
exactly two months after its
theatrical release on February
1, it has been doing quite well
and garnering praise. Shelly
Chopra Dhar, the director, is
glad that more people are
watching it, though she wished
the film had done well in
theatres, too.
“When we were making
the film, we were hoping that

D

the audience will be able to
connect [with the story and
characters]. And by the
audience, I mean people from
various walks of life, in cities
and towns. But it did not, so it
does feel bad. And now that it’s
doing so well on the web, it has
made us happy,” she says.
Asked what she feels went
wrong with the film that
touched upon on the topic of
homosexuality and Shelly
says, “I don’t know but I can’t
start blaming anyone.
Everyone, from the crew to the
cast, all of us tried our best. We
wanted to drive home a
message and it has reached
people who have watched it.”
Meanwhile, the film is doing
rounds internationally as well.

It was recently screened at
Cornell University and then
at National Geographic
Society, Washington, D.C. “It
might not have done well in
theatres but when this film is
being shown in various other
places and platforms, in a way,
the purpose is being fulfilled.
We just wanted to start a
dialogue.” says an elated
Shelly.

have a release date yet.
The second season of the
series, based on the Michael
Crichton film of the same
name, featured Evan Rachel
Wood, Jeffrey Wright, Thandie
Newton, Ed Harris, and Tessa
Thompson.
PTI

ctor Karen Gillan has
opened up about James
Gunn’s reinstatement as
director of the third Guardians
of the Galaxy film, saying the
franchise would not have been
the same without him.
The 31-year-old actor, who
portrays Nebula in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, told Marc
Malkin during his The Big
Ticket podcast that Gunn was
personally involved in all the
characters of the series. “His
personality, the tone of those
movies, I can only describe as
James’ personality. It’s his
sense of humour, his writing,
his taste in music. These
characters are extensions of
him,” Gillan said.
“It definitely wouldn’t have
been the same version of
Guardians,” she added.
Gunn was fired by Marvel
Studios’ parent company
Disney in August last year
after his old, offensive tweets
resurfaced on social media. In
the tweets, Gunn, 52, had
cracked crude jokes dealing
with paedophilia and rape.
This March, the studio
reinstated Gunn as director of
the third part of the franchise.

A

AFP

Director Shelly Chopra Dhar is
happy that Ek Ladki Ko Dekha
Toh Aisa Laga (top) is getting a
good response on the web

Vincent Cassel PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

‘GOTG 3 wouldn’t have
been same sans Gunn’

Can’t blame anyone; all the cast and crew tried
their best, says Shelly
Shreya Mukherjee

03

Karen Gillan
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI; HANNAH
MCKAY/REUTERS

PTI
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Elle, Yorgos named in 72nd Cannes
jury panel
A

IAMBATTLING
ALLMY
INSECURITIES:
TISCACHOPRA

ctor Elle Fanning,
French graphic
novelist Enki Bilal,
and the Oscarnominated director of The
Favourite, Yorgos Lanthimos,
will be joining the jury at the
Cannes Film Festival next
month, organisers said on
Monday.
The world’s biggest cinema
showcase kicks off on the
French Riviera on May 14,
with Mexican director
Alejandro Gonzalez Iñárritu
presiding over the panel that
decides on prizes, including
the top Palme D’Or award.
Split between four men
and four women, the jury
for the festival’s 72nd edition
will also include Pawel
Pawlikowski, the Polish
filmmaker and screenwriter
named best director at
Cannes last year for the Cold
War.
Comic book creator Bilal,
best known for his Nikopol
trilogy of science fiction
novels, has also directed
feature films, including 2004’s
Immortal.
Fanning, who started
working in movies as a child,
has starred in several films in
competition at Cannes in
recent years, including The
Beguiled by Sofia Coppola in
2017.
Maimouna N’Diaye, who
has directed documentaries
and acted in films such as
Otar Iosseliani’s Chasing
Butterflies (1992), will also
sit on the panel, alongside
two other female directors —
Kelly Reichardt from the
US and Italy’s Alicia
Rohrwacher.
Reichardt’s Wendy and
Lucy was a contender for
Cannes’ Un Certain Regard
award in 2008. Rohrwacher
won best screenplay at
Cannes last year for her film
Happy as Lazzaro, a satirical
fable about a peasant family.
French filmmaker Robin
Campillo, who took Cannes by
storm in 2017 with 120 BPM Beats Per Minute, winning
the Grand Prix for his movie
about an AIDS activist, will
complete the line-up.
The May 14-25 festival will
kick off with US director Jim
Jarmusch’s latest film,The
Dead Don’t Die.

The actor credits her initial failures
for shaping her career today
Juhi Chakraborty
he has been a part of the
film industry since 1993
doing roles here and
there, but she found fame
in Bollywood only after starring
in Taare Zameen Par (2007).
However, Tisca Chopra says she
would not like to change
anything about her journey. In
fact, she credits her initial
failures for shaping her career
today.
“A year back or two, I would
have said that I would like to go
back in time to when I was 17
and make different choices and
do different things. But as I am
getting on with my life, I am
realising that career is a very
small part of your life. The
initial failure has been a
fabulous teacher. I have evolved
into this confident person and
exploring myself in my career
like I’ve never done before,”
shares Tisca, who has starred in
films such as Taqdeerwala
(1995), Qissa (2013), Dil Toh
Baccha Hai Ji (2011) among
others.
The actor, who calls herself
“more fearless, kind, generous
and thoughtful”, says that she is
“battling with all her
insecurities and slowly moving

S

towards becoming more
secure.”
And with this new
confidence, Tisca is turning a
new page in her career as she is
set to direct her first Bollywood
film, which she also produces
and stars in. “With this project, I
have challenged myself
severely. I’ve pushed myself to
the extent of writing. I’m
already ready with the first two
drafts of the film and there will
be a third draft, and I am very
particular about the story
coming out right. It is a thriller
and hopefully, it will turn out
good,” she says, sharing that she
is yet to begin the casting
process. “I am pretty clear about
the people I want, and most of
them are my friends. They are
also very successful actors. I
think if the script is good and
tight, it will attract good actors,”
she says.
Meanwhile, Tisca has her
hands full with other interesting
projects — she’s hosting a
crime-based show as well as
starring in a web series. She
says her role in it is a “dream”.
“It’s so great that I’m getting to
do such parts. This is such a
great space to be in. I feel like
I’ve just started,” she concludes.
n

Actor Tisca
Chopra is
hosting a
crime-based
show
PHOTO: GOKUL VS/
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Oscar-nominated
director Yorgos
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part of the jury
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Starpowerversuspolitics

Actors turning politicians is nothing new. A lot of Bollywood and TV celebs have also taken the
plunge and joined politics this election season. However, there are celebs from the TV industry
who turned down offers to join politics for various reasons. We take a look:
ROHITASHV GOUR

SHUBHANGI ATRE

I’ve not been approached
to join a political party but I
do get campaigning offers.
Personally, I don’t really
want to get into it. Celebs
joining politics was started
by Mr (Amitabh) Bachchan,
then came others. It was
something different when
he started off. I feel this
won’t work today because
voters are really smart.
Their fan following will
work a bit but it won’t
work as it used to do years
ago.

I’ve been approached
several times to join
politics, but right now my
priority is my acting career.
I’m interested in politics
and aware of all the
developments in our
country. I keep posting on
social media about political
issues and ideologies that I
like. But, that’s my personal
opinion. I’m patriotic and
for me, the nation comes
first. If I see a scope to work
for the country in future, I
wouldn’t mind considering
it.

PHOTO: FOTOCORP
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/SAHILANANDOFFICIAL
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SAHIL ANAND
TINAA DATTAA

game. Plus, I don’t even
I was first offered to join politics have time as I shoot for my
when I was doing Uttaran back shows almost regularly.
in 2009. But I was very young at Moreover, I feel that
people who follow us, get
that time, so, I had no choice
but to say no. Even today, I feel influenced while voting
when they see their
politics is not my cup of tea.
favourite actor
Supporting a political party
supporting a political
is one thing, but joining
party.
politics is a different

DIVYANKA TRIPATHI
DAHIYA
I’ve been approached by
almost all the parties in
the last six years, but I’ll
not be joining politics
anytime soon. I’m the
‘State Icon’ for Madhya
Pradesh Assembly
Elections, therefore, I can’t
support a particular party
or politician. I’ve to be
unbiased. Also, I’m
working full-time, so
there’s no chance that I can
contest an election when I
don’t even have time to
give.

I’ve been offered to do
political campaigning but
not to join a party yet. I
didn’t do it because my
priority is my [acting] work.
When actors join political
parties, it definitely helps
that party to get more
votes because
people don’t
think about
the party,
they think
about the
actor. It’s
a good
strategy.

Shocked to be number
one global artist: Alka
Samarth Goyal

ention to singersongwriter Alka
Yagnik that she is the
number one global artist on
YouTube and she is beyond
surprised and shocked. She
says “never in a million
years”, she expected that she
would achieve such a
milestone.
“I never had a clue that
the songs I have sung have
become so popular that
people are listening to them
across the globe. It’s really a
great feeling, and I am
shocked, surprised and
everything else with this
news,” says Alka Yagnik
who is known for hits such
as Baazigar O Baazigar
(Baazigar, 1993), Mere
Khwabon Mein Tu (Gupt,
1997) and Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna (Kabhi Alvida Naa
Kehna, 2006).
With a massive total of 197
million views, Alka sits at
the top of this week’s weekly

M

YouTube Global artists’
charts. The 53-year-old
singer feels blessed to be able
to have made such an
impact. “I started singing
back in the ’90s. There wasn’t
much available, in terms of
how many people are
listening and liking your
songs. Even live shows
weren’t common, unlike now
when they are more
popular,” she says.
The singer adds that it’s
only now that she has started
doing stage shows, things
have changed. “Now, when I
do shows, people ask me to
sing those songs that I had
sung in the ’90s, and I had no
idea that they are so popular,
that people still want to
listen to them,” adds Alka.
With the advent of the
Internet, and access to
international music, she
says she’s excited to see that
her music is “still
relevant”. She says, “It
obviously feels good and nice
that people love listening to
your music. That’s the only
thing I always wanted to do,
which was music, and to
see that my songs are still
relevant, when there is
so much competition
and so much new
music, that it fills my
heart up,” she signs
off.
n

SHASHANK VYAS

Text: Sangeeta Yadav

I’ve been offered to join
politics twice — first in 2011
when I was doing Balika
Vadhu and now when I’m
working on Roop - Mard Ka
Naya Swaroop. I was
approached again earlier
this year. But I’ve no
interest in joining politics.
However, I understand that
since we are public figures
and have a fan following,
it’s expected that those
people would vote for their
favourite actor and support
them.

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

The singer
says she’s
glad her music
is “still
relevant”
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ANANYA PANDAY ADMITS SHE HAS A ‘FILMI KEEDA’

shortstories
LS POLLS: FOUR
CANDIDATES
WITHDRAW THEIR
NOMINATIONS
PATIALA: After withdrawal of
nomination of four candidates, as
many as 25 are left in the fray for
the Lok Sabha elections scheduled
on May 19. Earlier, names of 29
candidates were cleared after the
district electoral office rejected
the documents of four contestants. District electoral officer
Kumar Amit said four candidates
withdrew their nomination
papers on Thursday. The candidates of the Congress, the SAD
and the AAP are contesting on
their party symbols, while PDA
candidate Dr Gandhi has been
allotted a ‘mic’ as his poll
HTC
symbol.

‘Put in your best,
results will follow’
CHANDIGARH: “My wife says I
don’t smile much,” says Lt Gen JS
Dhillon (retd), 79, settling down
for a photo. But his face lights up
the moment you ask him to list
the highlights of his four decades
in the Indian Army. “I was at
Hussainiwala in 1965 and East
Bengal in 1971 and at Amritsar
during Operation Bluestar in 1984.
It was unfortunate but the army
had to do its job.
››P2

FIR against SBS Nagar
man for raping minor
MOHALI: Police have arrested a
24-year-old Nawanshahr man for
raping a 12-year-old girl at his
paying guest accommodation in
Mohali. The accused, Parminder
Singh, was produced before a
court and sent to a day’s police
remand. Based on the complaint
lodged by the victim’s mother,
the Mohali police have booked
him under IPC Section 376 (rape)
and other relevant sections of the
Pocso Act. Police said the accused
was pursuing his studies privately
and working as driver with an
online bike taxi aggregator in
Mohali.
››P2

Casualty duties: Doctors’
delegation meets additional
chief health secretary
PATIALA: A delegation of senior
and junior resident doctors
handed over a representation to
additional chief secretary (health)
Satish Chandra against the
decision of government medical
college and hospital to depute
them on casualty duties. Chandra
visited Patiala medical college on
Thursday and held a meeting with
senior officials and doctors of the
college and hospital. The senior
and junior resident doctors said
they were put on casualty duties
as per the roaster prepared by
medical superintendent. “For the
smooth running of casualty or
emergency department, there is
provision of casualty medical
officers as per the MCI guidelines,”
they said. The doctors said in case
no such arrangements are made
within a period of one month, no
senior or junior doctor will
HTC
perform casualty duty.
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CBSE EXAMS
Jashanpreet
remains overall
topper in the
city with 98.2%
marks

achievers
HERE ARE THE
TOP SCORERS

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : Girls have once again
grabbed top positions in the
Class-12 examination, results of
which were declared by the Central Board of School Education
(CBSE) on Thursday.
Jashanpreet Kaur of Akal
Academy, Reeth Kheri,
remained the overall topper in
the city by scoring 98.2% marks
in the humanities stream.
Anoopinder Kaur of Bhupindera
International Public School
(BIPS) topped in the medical
stream with 97.8% marks, while
Jessica Jindal of Budha Dal Public School (BDPS) remained city
topper in commerce stream with
97.4% marks.
“It is the happiest day of my
life as my hard work finally paid
off. I focused on NCERT books
and used to study 8-10 hours during exams,” said Jashanpreet
Kaur.
The topper said she has
decided to pursue law, for which
she is planning to take admission in one of the top universities
in Canada.
Commerce topper Jessica
said she wanted to be a chartered
accountant like her father. “I
worked quite hard and focused
on understanding concepts. I am
looking forward to get admission in the topmost commerce
college,” she said.
In the non-medical stream,
Gagan Walia of The Millennium
School and Harsimran Kaur of
Guru Nanak Foundation Public
School shared top positions with
96.2% marks, while Jasmine
Kaur of Scholar Fields Public
School remained on the second
spot with 96% marks.
Meanwhile, in commerce
stream, Ishita Sharma of St
Peter’s Academy remained on
the second spot with 97.2%,
while Manya Juneja of The Millennium School secured third
position with 97% marks.
In humanities, Vrinda Khatpal of BDPS bagged the second
spot with 96.8% marks, while
Aditi Srivastava scored 96%
marks for the third position.
In medical stream, Mehakdeep Kaur of BDPS and Preeti
Goyal of BIPS shared second
position with 96.4% marks,
while Shaan from BIPS
remained on third spot with
96.2% marks.

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

GURDASPUR : Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee (PPCC)
president and Congress candidate from Gurdaspur Lok Sabha
seat Sunil Jakhar on Thursday
said that during the last five
years of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's rule, there has been a
feeling of insecurity among
minority communities in the
country.
While campaigning in different segments of his constituency, Jakhar said that India is a
secular nation but the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) under
the leadership of Modi has been
pursuing the politics of hatred.
“The BJP leaders are diverting attention of people from core
issues by stoking unnecessary
controversies,” the Gurdaspur
MP added.
He said BJP leaders raised
the issues of SCs and minorities
unnecessarily to polarise votes

I AM STUNG BY HOW PEOPLE ADVERTISE SEXISM, SAYS SWARA
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Class-12 results: Girls dominate toppers’ list

‘Minorities insecure
under Modi rule’
n

7:02pm
5:39am

n

Sunil Jakhar

in the election.
He said the Congress government has launched several welfare schemes for minority communities and now the party has
announced to launch the Nyay
scheme in its manifesto, which
will cover all households whose
income is less than Rs. 12,000 per
month.
Sharing the development
works done in his last 18
months’ as Gurdaspur Member
of Parliament, Jakhar asked
voters to judge candidates, who
are in fray for the polls, on the
basis of performance.

98.2%
n

Jashanpreet Kaur
Humanities stream

97.8%
n

n

Students of Scholar Fields Public School in a jubilant mood in Patiala on Thursday.

Anoopinder Kaur
Medical stream

BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

SCHOOLS’ RESULT AT GLANCE
Blossoms School

marks in non-medical stream
followed by Kanishq Joshi with
94.8% and Simrat with 93.64%.
Harleen Kaur scored 95.4% in
humanities, while Gursimran Kaur
secured 93.2% and Kiranjot Kaur got
92% marks. In commerce stream,
Manjot Kaur topped the school with
94.4% marks, Mansi secured 93.4%,
and Gurnoor Kaur got 92.2% marks.
Arshpreet Singh obtained 90.8%
marks in medical stream.

Aakriti Aggarwal bagged top
position in non-medical stream by
scoring 95.2% marks, followed by
Bhavya Goyal with 94.6% and Shruti
with 90.4% marks. In medical
stream, Arukshita Gupta remained
school topper with 92.4% and
Ravleen secured second position by
getting 85.2%. Commerce student
Mehakpreet Kharoud scored 95.2%
marks followed by Twinkle Bansal
with 92.8% and Priyanka Khatri with
86% marks.

Police DAV School
Arshdeep Panesar got 93.2% marks
in non-medical stream, while
Sumanpreet Kaur and Yadwinder
Singh shared second spot with 91.4%
each. In commerce stream, Lovepreet Singh scored 94.4% marks,
Jasmine Sharma 92% and Gurnoor
Singh Sadana 90.4%. In humanities
stream, Aditi Srivastava secured
96% marks and Jagjit Singh got 92%.

Budha Dal Public School
Jessica Jindal secured 97.4% marks in
commerce stream, while Vrinda
Khatpal scored 96.8% marks in
humanities. Mehakdeep Kaur got
96.4% marks in medical stream,
while Saksham Arora scored 95%
marks in non-medical stream.

Kendriya Vidyalaya-II

Modern School, Patiala

Bhawna got 93.6.% marks in science
stream, followed by Parneet Kaur
with 92.6% in commerce and Ajit
Kumar with 87.8% marks in humanities.

Prabhjot Kaur held the first position
in commerce stream with 95%
marks. Jashanpreet Kaur from
humanities stream scored 91.8%
marks and Amandeep Singh Walia
got 91% in science.

Guru Nanak Foundation
Public School

Scholar Fields Public School

Harsimran Kaur remained the
school topper by securing 96.2%

In non-medical stream, Jasmine
Kaur Wadhwa scored 96%, Saksham

Sharma got 94.8% and Aaryan Gupta
secured 92.3%. In medical stream,
Kanav Mathur got 95%, Janki Gupta
93.8% and Mehak Sandhu 93%
marks.

DAV Public School
Naman Mittal scored 95% marks in
commerce stream, while Deepanshu
Gupta and Riya got 94.2% and
93.8%, respectively. In non-medical
stream, Dinesh Garg, Vishal Kumar
and Gurmukh Singh shared the first
rank in school with 94.2% marks,
while Yash Jain got 91.8% and
Sartajbir scored 91.4% marks. In
medical, Chinmaya got 93.2% marks,
while Archita Gupta and Ritika got
91.8% and 91%, respectively.

BIPS Patiala
Anoopinder Kaur topped in medical
stream by securing 97.8%, followed
by Preeti Goyal with 96.4% and
Shaan Judiyal with 96.2%. Ayush
Goyal got first position in non-medical stream by scoring 95.8%, Nikita
got 94.8% and Monikinderjit
secured 93.8% marks. Sparsh Verma
topped in commerce stream with
96.8% marks, followed by Pushpjeet
Singh with 90.4% and Priyanka with
86.4%. Jashandeep Kaur topped in
humanities streams by securing
91.8% marks, while Piramnoor Kaur
and Anantmir Kaur got 88.8% marks,

and Ankit scored 87.3% marks.

Akal Academy, Reeth Kheri
Jashanpreet Kaur topped the school
as well as the city with 98.2% marks
in humanities stream, while in
commerce group, Arshpreet Kaur
scored 96.8% marks and Harpriya
Kaur got 95.4%. In science, Gurleen
Kaur and Chashanpreet Singh
secured 94.4% and 94% marks,
respectively.

St Peter’s Academy
Ishita Sharma topped commerce
stream by scoring 97.2% marks,
while Avneet Kaur got 94% marks in
science stream.

Ryan Public School
Paritosh Arora of non-medical
stream topped the school by scoring
94% marks, followed by Navdeep
Kaur Virk of humanities with 90.4%
marks and Lovepreet Singh of
non-medical stream with 89.8%
marks.

Golden Earth Global School
Riman Kaur scored 93% in the
medical stream and Hardil Aziz
Singh got 82%. In the non-medical
stream, Vishavjit Singh Harika
secured 89.2%, Sakshi Singal 88%
and Anureet Kaur got 87.2% marks.
In commerce stream, Navreet Kaur

scored 93.6%, Jashandeep Kaur
89.6% and Damandeep Kaur got
88.6% marks. In humanities, Gurleen
Kaur secured 91.8%, Dilpreet Kaur,
Komalpreet Kaur and Manpreet
Kaur scored 88.8% and Ritika Bawa
got 85.8% marks.

97.4%
n

Jessica Jindal
Commerce stream

Vasant Valley School
Commerce student Vansika secured
95.4% marks, while Ranbir Rajput
got 93.4% and Shafali Singla 92.6 %
marks. In science stream, Jaspreet
Kaur scored 94.4 %, Divanshu and
Palak got 92.4%, and Amolpdeep
Kaur got 91% marks.

Heritage Public School,
Bhawanigarh
Ramandeep Kaur securing 96.2%
marks in the arts stream, followed
by Harsimranjit Kaur and Harjit Kaur
at 93.6% and 92.2%. In commerce,
Preneet Kaur got 94.6%, Kirti
Sachdeva 92.4% and Sunandan Ghai
89.2 %. In the science stream, Aviral
Garg got 92.2%, Susank Kansal
secured 90.6% and Jotin Kumar
passed with 88.2% marks.

96.2%
n

Harsimran Kaur
Non-medical stream

Millennium School
Manya Juneja got 97% marks in
commerce stream, while Gagan
Walia secured 96.2% in non-medical
stream and Mishween Kaur scored
91.4% in humanities.

96.2%
n

Gagan Walia
Non-medical stream

HC takes note
of pollution near
Ludhiana jail, puts
Punjab on notice

Fugitive booked for
Anandpur Sahib flooded
with tolls plazas, says Tewari not surrendering arms

CHANDIGARH:The Punjab and Har-

Anandpur Sahib candidate
Manish Tewari said there was
an urgent need to rationalise the
numerous toll plazas on the
national and state highways on
Thursday.
Addressing a series of public
meetings in Nawanshahr,
Tewari said, he had noticed that
Anandpur Sahib was overflooded with toll plazas.
“If one travels from Anandpur Sahab to Chandigarh or
from Jalandhar to Chandigarh,
there is a toll plaza after every 30
to 40 kilometres,” he said.
“This is absolutely unfair and
unjustified because not only is
the public fleeced of their money
but a lot of time was lost at these
toll barriers,” the Anandpur
Sahib candidate said.
He said he will raise the matter with the state and the Central governments.

yana high court has put the Punjab government on notice on a
report received from the district
and sessions judge, Ludhiana,
about jail inmates’ complaint of
pollution near the Ludhiana Central Jail.
The judge had forwarded a
complaint received from the jail
superintendent against alleged
havoc created by over 200 dyeing
mills operating near the jail by
releasing toxic gases. These gases
have harmful effects on the surroundings and drinking water.
Treating the report as a public
interest litigation, the high court
bench of chief justice Krishna
Murari and justice Arun Palli
issued a notice to the state government for May 14. The court
also appointed advocate HC
Arora as amicus curiae in the
case.
HTC
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HT Correspondent
n

While the countrymen
are ready to make any
sacrifice for the country,
they need jobs, food,
better living conditions

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SBS NAGAR: Congress leader and

MANISH TEWARI, Cong leader

‘EXTORTING MONEY IN
THE NAME OF DVPT ‘
“There is no harm in charging a
reasonable amount but nobody
had the right to fleece people
and extort money from them in
the name of development,” he
said, adding that he could not
understand why MPs had
allowed such loot for all these
years. He alleged all toll plazas
had come up during the ten-year
Akali-BJP regime.
ZERO TOLERANCE
TO TERRORISM
Tewari said, national security
should be the priority of all gov-

ernments and Congress had a
record of zero tolerance to terrorism or threat to the national
security. “While the countrymen are ready to make any sacrifice for the country, they need
jobs, food, better living conditions and these needs cannot be
ignored,” he said.
He added that the Indo-US
nuclear deal was a giant leap
towards ensuring long term
nuclear security for the country. “Congress neither needs
any lessons on national security
nor does it need to prove their
commitment to anyone,” he
said.

LUDHIANA :Wanted for kidnapping

and raping a 25-year-old woman
in July 2016, a proclaimed
offender has been booked for not
surrendering his .380-bore pistol
after his arm licence was cancelled by the deputy commissioner of police in 2016.
The accused, Jaswinder Pal
Singh Walia, of Rajguru Nagar,
has been booked under Section 30
of the Arms Act on the complaint
of inspector Brij Mohan.
Mohan said the accused had
three weapons — a .12-bore double-barrel rifle, a .315-bore rifle
and a .380-bore pistol.
He had earlier wilfully deposited his weapons to Sher-e-Punjab Arms Company, Lahori Gate,
Patiala in 2016. But, he collected
his .380-bore pistol from there on
April 4, 2016, while the other two
weapons remained deposited.
On July 20, 2016, Singh allegedly abducted a female gym
trainer outside a gym. He
snatched her mobile phone and
took her to his house in Rajguru

WAS BOOKED IN 2016
FOR KIDNAPPING AND
RAPING A FEMALE GYM
TRAINER, FOLLOWING
WHICH HIS ARMS
LICENCE WAS CANCELLED
Nagar, where he raped her at
gunpoint and threatened to kill
her if she screamed.
The Sarabha Nagar police had
then booked him under Sections
363, 366, 354, 376 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and relevant
sections of the Arms Act.
Thereafter, the DCP ordered
cancellation of his arms licence
on August 23, 2016. But he failed to
deposit his .380-bore pistol. As he
remained at large, a court
declared him a proclaimed
offender on March 8, 2017. Walia
is already facing trial in two cases
at Andhra Pradesh, where he was
booked for grabbing his friend’s
Audi car.
HTC

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

02

hindustantimes

HINDUSTAN TIMES, C H AN D I G AR H
F R I DAY, MAY 0 3 , 2 0 1 9

patiala&beyond

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

Aselectionsnear,migrant WORDSOFWISDOM LT GEN JS DHILLON (RETD)
workershopeagainsthope Put in your best, enjoy what
LIVING HELL Having made Ludhiana their home decades ago, migrant labourers are
devoid of a decent life in absence of amenities; they hope for change this time around
election
2019

THE FORGOTTEN LOT
Aneesha Sareen Kumar
n

aneesha.sareen@htlive.com

LUDHIANA :Forty-year-old Sudarshan, who hails from a village in
Bihar, has lived in Rajiv Colony,
Focal Point, Phase 5, for 30 years.
Working at an auto parts factory
in the area, he proudly flashes
his voter card made from the
Ludhiana East constituency in
2008.
“I will cast my vote definitely
like each time, hoping for
change. It is another matter that
nothing changes for us, no matter who is voted to power,” he
said.
Home to around 3 lakh
migrant labourers, it is this economic and social divide that has
given Ludhiana auniquecharacter. Most of them are not even
aware that May 1 is World
Labour Day.
The migrants in Rajiv Colony,
mostly employed in factories,
hail from far-flung villages of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, and
have made Ludhiana their home
for the past several decades. Yet,
they continue to struggle for
even basic amenities.
Residing in a maze of narrow
shanties and walkways alongside a dead railway track in this
colony, a majority of the residents have voter cards, and are
interested in the elections that
are less than three weeks away.
“There is garbage strewn all
around. No one comes to clean
the place. There are no streetlights here. Governments come
and go, but nothing changes for
us. I plan to vote but will our destiny change?” questioned
35-year-old Bhawanti, who hails
from Bihar.
While various candidates
have kick-started their cam-

n

you do, results will follow
MARCHING TO
SUCCESS Lt Gen
JS Dhillon (retd)
says his strength
has been good
soldiering which
means being clear
in the mind,
working hard to
know the
profession well and
striding ahead
confidently

Yojana Yadav
n

CHANDIGARH: “My wife says I don’t smile
much,” says Lt Gen JS Dhillon (retd), 79, settling down for a photo. But his face lights up
the moment you ask him to list the highlights
of his four decades in the Indian Army.
“I was at Hussainiwala in 1965 and East
Bengal in 1971 and at Amritsar during Operation Bluestar in 1984. It was unfortunate but
the army had to do its job. I was brigade commander at Jaffna as part of the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) in 1987-88, commanded
a division at Mamun Cantt during the Sikh
insurgency and was the 15 Corps commander
during the Kargil war. I had moved from Kargil a few months before the conflict,” he says.
He hung up his boots in 2001 to settle
down in Chandigarh and was adviser to industrialist Ratan Tata for 15 years before calling it
quits.
Commissioned in 2 Maratha Light Infantry
on June 11, 1961, he says, “The Indian Army is
one of the finest organisations to serve.
Society has evolved but the professionalism in the army is intact. Sacrifice
and discipline make one humane. The
fair assessment in the forces ensures
there is no mai-baap culture.”
Hailing from Shahkot town in
Jalandhar district, he says, “I studied in
a government school and enjoyed running, playing hockey, football and basketball. My father guided me to join the
National Defence Academy (NDA). I
played squash and table tennis for
the first time there. The uniform transformed my
life.”

Indu Devi started living in Rajiv Colony in 1986. Recently enrolled as a voter, she says she hopes her vote
GURPREET SINGH/HT PHOTOS
can help improve things this year.

paigning, none has visited the
vehras or colonies here, dotted
by encroachments and kundi
connections in every nook and
cranny.
In complete contrast to other
areas of the city, where huge
posters of candidates smile down
at commuters, their presence is
missing in this colony.
CHOKED SEWERAGE,
INADEQUATE TOILETS
The vehras near the factories in
Focal Point, Phase 5, are a living
hell for migrants.
With the sewerage system
choked at multiple places, children canbe seen wading through
the sewer water as they return
from school.
Matters become worse whenever it rains, as waste water
makes its way into the labourers’
quarters.
Similar insanitary conditions
prevailin Dhandari Khurd,Deep
Colony, Gobindgarh, EWS Colony, Durga Colony, Raju Colony,
Sherpur, Giaspura and Tajpur
Road, among others.

promisesgalore

›

We are aware of the conditions
of vehras. In next assembly
session, we plan to pass a bill that
will make it mandatory for factories
to provide shelter to their workers.
RAVNEET SINGH BITTU, Congress candidate

PHOTO:
SUSHIL
PRAJAPATI/HT

n

yyadav@hindustantimes.com

ENJOY EVERY
PHASE
“I’ve been transferred 22 times in
40 years and
have enjoyed
every stint and

With omnipresent sewage on roads, schoolchildren have to make
leaps to reach home in Prem Nagar, Dhandari Khurd, Ludhiana.

Most of the vehras here lack
adequate toilets, forcing residents to form queues as early as
3:30 am.
Hoping for things to improve,
some labourers here recently got
enrolled in the voters’ list. “We
came to Ludhiana in 1986. I got
my voter ID made recently. Perhaps, my vote can bring a
change,” said Indu Devi.
While men go to work in facto-

›

If voted to power, we will ensure
that every factory worker has a
house to live with toilet facility.
Improvement of living conditions of
factory labourers will be our priority.
MAHESH INDER SINGH GREWAL, SAD candidate

ries, most of the women living in
these vehras are confined to the
four walls of their quarters.
Mostly uneducated, these
women know nothing of the candidates in fray. Ram Dulari, 45,
hesitantly shared, “I will vote for
the party that my husband asks
me to.”
“For us time has stood still for
years. What does it matter who
we vote for?” she questioned.

›

These workers live in deplorable
conditions. I will ensure that
they get amenities, such as sewerage
and water supply. It is unfortunate
that they have been left ignored.

SIMARJEET SINGH BAINS, PDA candidate

assignment. My strength has been good soldiering. It means preparing well and doing
your best. Take pride in your work. So
whether it was being a trainee or an instructor
or a commanding officer, I gave it my best
shot,” Lt Gen Dhillon says.
He finds retirement equally enjoyable. “It is
wonderful to retire. The phone doesn’t ring as
much and everyone is respectful to senior citizens,” he says.
His son and daughter are based in the US
but the general has no plans of shifting base.
“I’m proud of their achievements and visit
them once in a year but I will not settle down
there because I want them to be independent,”
he says, urging Indian parents to encourage
children to grow under their
own strength.
“Migration using parents’ money is an easy
but a bad option. I feel sorry for such parents.
Their children have no qualms doing there
what they refuse to do here,” he says.
He believes children work hard if they are
motivated and wants them to focus on physical activities than become captive to social
media.
SYSTEM IS SUPREME
Having seen corporate life closely, he says,
“The biggest learning is to listen attentively
and be forthright. You have the right to dissent
but do it with grace, without disrupting the
system. The system, whether it is the government or a company, is supreme and deserves
respect. It is sad to see our politicians deviating from dignified discussion these days.”
CITY CONNECT
He says Chandigarh’s biggest problem is its
traffic congestion. “Half the problem will be
solved if youngsters are asked to ride cycles
instead of driving cars. Elders should also prefer to car pool or take public transport,” he
says.
There should be dedicated bus services to
hospitals and educational institutions with
the frequency being determined by the
requirement, the general adds, underlining
better management.

LIFE LESSONS

MOHALI QUACK
HELD, HOSPITAL
SEALED

THE UNIFORM MAKES YOU A
BETTER HUMAN BEING. IT
TEACHES YOU TO SERVE WITH
COURAGE AND INTEGRITY
IN A TEAM

THE SYSTEM IS SUPREME.
RESPECT THE FACT THAT THE
PERSON IN CHAIR HAS THE
LAST WORD. DISRUPTING IT
ONLY LEADS TO CHAOS

BE A GOOD LISTENER AND BE
FORTHRIGHT. YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT TO DISSENT AND DISAGREE BUT DO SO WITH GRACE

PARENTS SHOULD INSTIL
VALUES IN CHILDREN AND
ENCOURAGE THEM TO GROW
WITH THEIR OWN STRENGTH

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT CASE

District and sessions judge to
hear plea against UT school

MOHALI : Police have arrested a

Ludhiana jail
warrant officer
booked for assault
HT Correspondent
n

FIR against SBS Nagar man
for raping minor in Mohali
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : A warrant officer at
Ludhiana Central Jail and four
unidentified people were booked
for allegedly thrashing some residents of Kot Mangal Singh following an altercation over the
misuse of the area’s community
centre on Tuesday.
The warrant officer, Kuldeep
Singh, was allegedly drunk
when he attacked the residents
and even pointed his licensed
gun at one of them.
Complainant Gurcharan
Singh said there was a community centre in the area, where
some residents used to drink
liquor and create nuisance. “I,
along with other residents of the
area, decided to stop these activities. But instead of paying heed
to our requests, the accused
attacked us, and pulled my
brother’s beard,” he said.
Kuldeep and four others were
booked under Sections 295
(injuring or defiling place of worship with intent to insult the religion of any class), 323 (voluntarily causing hurt), 341 (wrongful
restraint), 506 (criminal intimidation), 148 (rioting, armed with
deadly weapon), 149 (every member of unlawful assembly guilty
of offence committed in prosecution of common object) of the
Indian Penal Code.
ASI Gurmeet Singh said
they were working to arrest
Kuldeep.

THE WARRANT OFFICER,
KULDEEP SINGH, WAS
ALLEGEDLY DRUNK
WHEN HE ATTACKED THE
RESIDENTS AND EVEN
POINTED HIS LICENSED
GUN AT ONE OF THEM

MOHALI: Police on Wednesday
arrested a 24-year-old Nawanshahr man for raping a 12-yearoldgirlathispayingguestaccommodation in Shahimajra in
Mohali.Theaccused,Parminder
Singh, was produced before a
courtonWednesdayandsenttoa
day’s police remand.
Basedonthecomplaintlodged
bythevictim’smother,aresident
of Sector 38 (West), Chandigarh,

Gurdwara fire:
Holy book burnt,
inquiry on

ACCUSED WAS
PURSUING HIS STUDIES
AND WORKING AS
DRIVER WITH AN ONLINE
BIKE TAXI AGGREGATOR
the Mohali police have booked
himunder IPCSection 376(rape)
andotherrelevantsectionsofthe
Pocso Act.
Police said the accused was
pursuing his studies privately
and working as driver with an

online bike taxi aggregator in
Mohali.
As per the police, the victim
hadfirstmetthe accusedina bus
while returning from Amritsar
with her relative a few days ago.
The two had exchanged phone
numbers on the bus ticket. Later
on April 29, the victim was
scoldedbyhermotheroversome
issue, following which she had
called him. The accused then
asked her to meet him and took
hertohispayingguestaccommodation where he raped her.

quack and sealed his hospital in
Mullanpur. He was later produced before the court that sent
him to a one-day remand.
The arrested accused was
identified as Rampal Saini, who
had been running a private hospital for the last 10 years near the
bus stand in Mullanpur. Police
said an STF team and health
authorities raided the premises
following a tip-off regarding selling of drugs in the hospital.
During the raid, it was found
that illegal sex determination
tests and abortions were being
carried out in the hospital. Acting on the complaint of Mullanpur senior medical officer Saloni
Goyal, a case under Sections 420
, 467, 468 and 471 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and Section 15
of the IMC Act was filed. HTC

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Additional district
and sessions judge Ajit Atri has
forwarded an appeal to district
andsessionsjudgetopassappropriateordersinthecorporalpunishmentcaseagainstVivekHigh
School, Sector 38.
The appeal was filed against
the closure report submitted by
police in the case.
Atricitedpersonalreasonsfor
seeking rescue from hearing the
case. Following this, the counsel
of petitionerhas been directed to
appearbeforethedistrictandsessions judge on May 4.

2016 CASE
ThecasedatesbacktoDecember
23,2016,whenvictim’smothergot

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Ambala; 13 booked

HT Correspondent
n

CHANDIGARH : In a fire at gurdwara of Phase 2, Ram Darbar, a
’bir’ of the Guru Granth Sahib
and four Gutka Sahib (a book
that contains extended forms of
daily Sikh prayers) were
reduced to ashes, police said.
The incident was reported on
Wednesday afternoon and two
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot. Fire officials said in addition to the holy books, two fans
and other things kept at the
altar were gutted.
Prima facie, the fire was
caused due to short-circuit, they
said. However, police are going
to conduct an investigation to
ascertain the exact reason of
fire.
On February 11, two masked
men broke into Gurdwara Singh
Sabha in Industrial Area, Phase
2, and fled with nearly ₹1 lakh
from the donation box. The act
was caught on a closed-circuit
television (CCTV) camera
installed on the premises.

vice-principal Kimi Dhanoa,
administratorVikramjeetSingh
Mamik and counsellor Jasleen
Kaur.
The school authorities were
booked under Sections 75 and 82
of the Juvenile Justice Act, Sections 323 (punishment for voluntarilycausinghurt),352(punishmentforassaultorcriminalforce
otherwisethanongraveprovocation), 506 (punishment for criminal intimidation) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Lately, the police had filed a
closurereportinthecase,stating
thatmedicalofthechildwasconductedfourdaysafterthealleged
incident, hence allegation levelled was not justified. The closurereportwaschallengedbythe
petitioner in an appellate court.

Flyover project: HC notice on plea Out on bail, murder
challenging proposal to cut 700 trees convict shot dead in

HT Correspondent
n

a call from the school to rush to
the campus where she saw her
son stricken with panic. The
school authorities told her that
hersonwasfoundcarryingacigarette.
Four days later, the child
revealed that he was beaten and
threatened by the accused. His
parentsgothismedicalexamination done which showed that he
wasbeaten.Theyallegedinaction
on part of the police and UT education department against the
accused as they had complained
about their child being beaten in
May, 2016, as well.
A first information report
(FIR) was lodged on the directions of district court on March
28, 2017. The accused included
Vivek High School chairman HS
Mamik, principal Renu Puri,

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
CHANDIGARH:The Punjab and Har-

n

yana high court issued notice to
the Chandigarh administration
for July 23 on a plea challenging
the proposal to cut 700 trees for
the Tribune Chowk flyover
project.
The plea was filed by a nongovernmental organisation
(NGO) ‘The Run Club’ seeking a
restraint on cutting trees on both
sides of Dakshin Marg and Purv
Marg.
The court was told that the
decision to cut the trees was
questionable as they were fullgrown trees planted as per the
Chandigarh Project Plan.
The proposal to construct the
flyover is in violation of the traffic and transportation norms
envisaged in the Chandigarh
Master Plan -2031, wherein only
an underpass has been proposed
at the Tribune Chowk on Dakshin Marg.
Also, a number of urban com-

AMBALA: A murder convict,
Arun alias Golu of Indira Colony, was shot dead at around
10.30pm near Subhash Park in
Ambala Cantonment on Tuesday.
On the complaint of Arun’s
mother Poonam Devi, the
AmbalaCantonmentpolicehave
registered an FIR against 13 people under Sections 302 (murder),
148 (rioting), 149 (unlawful
assembly) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and Section 25 of the
Arms Act.
Those booked have been identified asBunty Pahalwan, Aman,
Raman, Hunny, Denny, Akash,
Raja, Gulla, Vishal, Ritik
Sonkar, Kamal, Shiv Kumar
Sonkar, and Situ, all residents of
Ambala Cantonment area.
In her complaint to police,
Poonam said, Arun and his wife
Jyoti were walking in the street

n

Members of the NGO Watch the Footprint during a protest in front of the municipal corporation office in
Sector 17 over the proposed felling of 700 trees for constructing Chandigarh’s first flyover.
HT PHOTO

munities abroad are against constructing flyovers to mitigate
traffic problems. Flyovers help
reduce carbon emissions due to
the easy flow of traffic. However,
they also increase traffic move-

ment due to more commuters on
that stretch, eventually leading
to an increase in the emissions.
The plea said the Mental
Health Institute (MHI) of Sector
32 could also be adversely

affected.
Felling of trees will cause
irreparable damage to the environment as there is no other way
of replacing the trees at other
locations, the court was told.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

when six youths led by Bunty
Pahalwan turned up on two
bikes. “Bunty’s nephews Aman
and Raman were sitting behind
him and both of them opened fire
at my son. Hunny, Denny and
Akash were on the second bike.”
Poonam said when they
intervened, Raja, Gulla, Vishal,
Ritik Sonkar, Kamal and Shiv
Kumar also turned up at the spot
and started pelting stones at
them. “We rushed Arun to
Ambala Cantonment civil hospital from where the doctors
referred him to a Chandigarh
hospital after giving him firstaid. The accused murdered my
son due to an old rivalry concerning Gaurav’s murder nearly
four to five years ago in which
mysonwasconvictedandhewas
out on bail from the high court.”
Ambala Cantonment station
house officer, inspector Satish
Kumar, said, “All the accused
are absconding. A hunt is on to
nab them."
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‘NEPOTISM
DOESEXIST’

Newcomer Ananya Panday says
she’ll never feel ashamed to be
her father’s [Chunky Panday]
daughter; adds she has always
had a ‘filmi keeda’ in her

Ananya Panday

Prashant Singh
he may be only 20 but
it’s hard to miss Ananya
Panday’s maturity and
confidence even at this
age. Besides the excitement,
you can spot exuberance of
youth as well as a sharp
clarity of thought in her. “I
was nervous before the trailer
came out but after that,
everything is so exciting,”
says Ananya, as she talks
about her dream debut film,
Student of The Year 2
(SOTY2), the acting ‘keeda’ in
her, father Chunky Panday
and nepotism.

S

To start with, did you always
want to be an actor?
I think I always had a ‘filmi
keeda’ in me. Subconsciously,
it could be because I loved
seeing my dad act in films. I
just love movies in general
and especially Bollywood
films, which have always
fascinated me. Obviously, my
dad has been an inspiration.
Just to see him be part of
such an amazing world,

and act, gave birth to
my dream as well. I’ve
always maintained that I
am Bollywood’s
biggest fan. So much so,
that I am star struck all the
time (laughs).

How did SOTY2 happen?
I knew that the film was
happening, so I went for
auditions. Karan [Johar;
producer] didn’t even know I
wanted to be an actor. He was
like, ‘I thought you were
younger and acting for fun. I
didn’t know you wanted to
make it a serious thing’. When
I told him I genuinely want to
be an actor, he asked me to
audition. So, I did two scenes
and luckily, they really liked
it.
The nepotism debate has been
raging on for some time now.
What’s your take?
I agree that it exists and you
can’t take that away. But it’s
true for every industry. I just
feel I need to work hard and
prove myself. Hopefully,
when the film comes out,

people like and accept me. I
am fine with whatever
decision they make, but they
should watch the film first. I
really don’t want any negative
connotations when it comes to
associating my name with
dad. He has worked very hard
to make a name for himself
and I’ll never feel ashamed to
be his daughter. After all, it’s
my dream.

We’ve heard that you are
extremely fond of Alia Bhatt.
She’s my absolute favourite. I
am not trying to be like her
but I think we both are very
real, and that shows. Alia is
my real inspiration as she has
only done what she wanted to
do. She has made her own
decisions and taken up
such interesting work. Also,
you will never hear that
Alia is not talented. I hope
people start believing that
of me as well. Obviously, I’ve
to work hard to reach that
level but that’s an
admirable thing about
her.
n

prashant.singh@htlive.com

You have been making
news vis-à-vis your
linkup stories with
Kartik Aaryan. Do you
ever get bothered
with such talk?
I guess, it’s a part and
parcel of our job. It will
keep happening and it is
okay. I feel at the end of
the day, the media is
doing their job, so I don’t
take it to heart. I have
been very open about my
feelings and if I find
someone cute and
have a crush on him, it’s
normal. After all, I am
just 20. When you are
surrounded by such
good looking people, it’s
normal to have crushes.
And I am not shy, I like
owning up to my feelings.
Kartik is a good friend as
well as my co-actor.
Whatever I say
vis-à-vis Kartik, people
are not going to believe
me, so I will just say
that he is very cute
(laughs).
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Iamstungbyhowpeople
advertisesexism:Swara
Swara Bhasker

Pooja Sharma
ith the election season
on, apart from pictures
of people’s index
fingers with the election ink,
some other kind of pictures
have also been doing the
rounds of social media —
photos of men and women
holding a placard with the
following words, ‘This
election, don’t be like Swara
Bhasker. Use your finger well.
Vote well’. This was in context
to the actor’s masturbation
scene in the film Veere Di
Wedding (2018).
Talking about anti-woman
narratives, Swara says, “I was
stung and disappointed by
how thoughtlessly sexist even
supposedly educated people
in our society are, and how
shamelessly they advertise
sexism. She adds that
unfortunately the Indian
society and politics across the
ideological spectrum is rife
with casual and serious
sexism. “This election season
has provided ample proof of
the sad fact that these two

UNTIL WE KEEP
CALLING IT OUT, IT
WILL NEVER CHANGE,
SAYS THE VEERE DI
WEDDING ACTOR

W

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/REALLYSWARA

trolls are just another
example of that sad
mentality,” she says.
Though freedom of speech
is a right in a democracy,
when asked about women
being the target of these
misinterpretations, Swara
says, “Women are easy
targets. As a culture, we
imbibe this quality of slutshaming women as the first
reaction when we disagree
with them. It’s the easiest
thing to do — to use a
woman’s sexuality to deride
her. Sadly, even educated
people fall prey to this
thinking. Until we keep
calling it out, it will never
change.”

Sophie-Joe married! Two hours after BBMAs
onas brothers — Kevin,
Joe and Nick — ended
their Wednesday night on
a high note, leaving their fans
awestruck with an
electrifying performance at
the Billboard Music awards
(BBMA). However, the fun
didn’t end there. From there,
they went to a local chapel in
Las Vegas, USA, to be part
of Joe’s surprise wedding
with fiancée, actor Sophie
Turner.
The first glimpses of the
wedding were shared by DJ
Diplo on Instagram. E online
confirmed that the couple
obtained the marriage license

J

First glimpse of Sophie Turner
and Joe Jonas’ wedding
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DIPLO

on May 1.
Earlier in the day, on his
way to the stage for his
performance, Nick leaned
in to kiss his wife, actor
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. The
video of the two sharing a kiss
went viral in no time.

HTC

THE FIRST GLIMPSES
OF THE WEDDING
WERE SHARED BY DJ
DIPLO ON INSTAGRAM

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and
husband Nick Jonas kissed at
the Billboard Music awards
PHOTO: TWITTER/ALYSSABAILEY
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Pom Klementieff: The French actor, known for
playing the role of Mantis in Guardians of Galaxy
Volume 2 (2017) and Avengers: Infinity War (2018),
turns 33 today.

Things brighten up as health remains more
than good today. You are likely to excel in
all your financial endeavours, as luck
shines on you. Taking a cue from your
seniors at work will be in your interest
and help you get nearer your goal. Good
ARIES
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
earning will make you absorb additional
expenditure on a home project. Planning a
vacation at this juncture is not a good idea.
Property might fetch you a lucrative deal.

It is time to stick to the healthy eating
habits you have adopted to remain
healthy. You may need to reconsider
your decision on an investment as your
financial situation doesn’t appear too
comfortable. This is a good time to start
TAURUS
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
something new but you will need to focus
on your strengths. This is one of the best
times to start anything new on the family front.
It is a good idea to plan a vacation to experience something different.

You may feel at the peak of your health
today. This is the day to invest in a new
business and get monetary benefit from
it. A sudden turn of events at work will
put your performance in a favourable
light. Family may ask for your time and
GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
commitment. Commuting hassles might
make you tense while going to work. A
property inheritance will get easy with smooth
legal procedure.

Avoid neglecting health by indulging in
excesses. Financially, the day augurs well
overall. On the work front, it will be
prudent to keep a watchful eye on a
business colleague to be on safer side.
CANCER
Health of a family elder might be a
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
concern; but things will be fine soon.
Travelling to a new destination might
become difficult due to car breakdown. This is
not the best day to deal for anything as far as property is concerned.

Love Focus: Nurturing a relationship is likely to lead to immense
emotional fulfilment on the romantic front.

Love Focus: An outing with lover may not click initially, but let the
evening wear on.

Love Focus: Your romantic inclination towards a colleague is likely to
get reciprocated.

Love Focus: A budding romance may not see the light of the day.
Don’t be disheartened, you will find your perfect match soon.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Light blue

Lucky Number: 18 Lucky Colour: Saffron

A regular exercise routine will help keep
you in shape. Repaying a loan might pose
some problems; better to take
someone’s help. This is not the best time
to start anything new on the work front.
LEO
You will need to give a family youngster
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)
some leeway so that they can decide on
their course in career. A fun trip is in the
offing for some. A home project is likely to get
underway and give you immense satisfaction on the property front.

Health remains excellent. Financially, some
of you are likely to fund or sponsor an
event and get good returns. You need to
prove your professional excellence if you
want to get yourself firmly established
in the organisation. A wedding or a party
VIRGO
in the family is likely to prove a perfect
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
venue for match making. Seeing new places,
meeting new people is in store for some. Papers
for taking over ancestral property will be in order and legally valid.

It is time to keep up with your health
regime. Financially, you are capable of
spending at your will. This is not the
right time for projecting your request to
superiors on the professional front. On
the family front, an out-of-town
LIBRA
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
invitation for a celebration will make the
day more interesting. Constant travelling
will make you lethargic and tired. You might
sign the property papers for your new house today.

Keeping yourself active will do your health
lot more good. This is an excellent time to
strengthen your financial ties with your
allies. Professionally, there will be no
stopping you as you are on the road to
success. In the family sphere, you may be
forced to participate in something that
you are not keen on. This is an excellent time
go on a vacation with family and friends.
Property matters will take time to settle.

Love Focus: Efforts need to be put in the right direction to win the
lover’s heart.

Love Focus: Romantic bonds are likely to strengthen; however you
need to learn to express your feelings in words.

Love Focus: Avoid mixing your academic pursuits with romance. You
must understand that academics cannot be taken for granted at all.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in might not respond with
the same vibes.

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: White

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Saffron

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Your attempts to achieve perfect health
will begin to show positive signs. Some of
you may have to pull up your socks on
the financial front to smoothly manage
your finances. You can get a boost or
encouragement for doing a quantum of
SAGITTARIUS
work on the professional front.
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
Homemakers may want to try different
things without the liking of other members.
Transfer to a new place can make you travel extensively.

Health remains satisfactory today.
Financially, you will be better off now
than in the past few months. Think
before you take the ultimate step at
work. Newly married are likely to be in
bliss today. Family front remains all fine.
CAPRICORN
Stars are favourable for those wanting to
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
travel around the world. Some important
property papers might need to be signed for
closing a property matter today.

Health remains fine. A monetary loss is
foreseen for those in business. You are
likely to find your rhythm at work. Those
in the creative field are set to make their
mark. You will need to be more tolerant
of someone not listening to you on the
AQUARIUS
family front. Purchasing a new vehicle is
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
on the cards for some; but will take some
time. Don’t sign any property papers without
reading them carefully.

Too much work might take a toll on your
health if you don’t learn to delegate.
Think through a plan minutely, especially
in terms of finances, before directly
implementing it. Professional excellence
will help you in getting firmly
PISCES
established in the organisation. Someone
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
is likely to see your involvement in a task on
the social front and might be full of praises for
you. Purchasing a new flat might need some more time for some.

Love Focus: It is best to go along with lover’s plans on the romantic
front instead of nit-picking.

Love Focus: Someone you are interested in on the romantic front
may reciprocate with a proposal, smile!!

Love Focus: Your lover will be too responsive today, so you can share
your thoughts with him or her.

Love Focus: On the romantic front, keep your wits to yourself today;
as your partner may not be in the same tempo to take them.

Lucky Number: 6 Lucky Colour: Chocolate

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Indigo

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Sea green

SCORPIO
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Iwanttoteachacting,saysPankaj Surprised to get offers for bold dramas: Asha
Sreyashi Ghosh

Pankaj Tripathi
fter delivering stellar
performances in hits
such as Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012) and
Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Pankaj Tripathi no longer
needs an introduction. The
actor, who is a very popular
name in the theatre circuit is
currently on a hiatus from
theatre. But he misses his
days of performing in front of
live audiences dearly. An
alumnus of National School of
Drama, Delhi, Pankaj
confesses that the years he
spent there, changed his life.
“It proved all my notions
about acting wrong and I had
to unlearn everything. Those
three years were the best
years of my life. Theatre
not only makes you a
great actor, it makes you a
better person,” says the
actor.
The actor admits that with
time, Bollywood is becoming
more accepting of new talent
from theatrical backgrounds.
“The scene in Bollywood has
definitely changed. More
theatre actors are entering
the industry now and they are
welcomed, but it wasn’t
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always like that. Of course,
prominent personalities such
as Naseeruddin Shah, Manoj
Bajpayee helped the cause.
However, there were also
many actors who played
smaller roles over the years
which helped with the shift. I
hardly had two scenes in
Masaan (2015) but now, people
have started recognising me,”
he says.
Pankaj also feels that there
is an abundance of new talent
in the world of theatre that
needs to be utilised.
“There is so much talent
out there and some of their
performances have left me
mesmerised,” he adds
After many years of
acting, the actor wishes to
start teaching the art
someday.
“I want to go back to theatre
and I will do that soon.
Someday, in the future, I want
to open up a small auditorium
and also teach acting. I’ve
visited both Anupam Kher
and Barry John’s acting
classes in the city as a
visiting faculty and I loved
interacting with the fresh and
young talent there,” he
concludes
n

Kavita Awaasthi
sha Negi has been away
from the arc lights since
her last TV drama, Kuch
Toh Hai Tere Mere Darmiyaan
that aired in 2016. The actor
chose to not take up shows as
they didn’t “offer anything new
or interesting”. Asha admits
that she used to worry about
being out of sight, out of mind
but then decided that it was
better to work on herself and
wait for a good script than
taking up whatever work came
her way. She has now shot for a
digital show and says it is
exactly what she was looking
for.
The Pavitra Rishta actor
says, “I took a break as I didn’t
want to feel demotivated by
doing work that I didn’t want to
do. I wanted to feel strongly
about my work. I have no
regrets about the break. It
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helped me a lot.” What she
found strange was that she got
offers for bold content on the
web.
“I didn’t know why but I got
many offers for bold roles in
web shows. I understand it is
necessary to have bold
scenes in shows but at
times, they are forced and put
in for the heck of it. I was not up
for it. Dark, edgy dramas with
lots of sex, and lack of storyline
doesn’t work for me. On the
other hand, I also got lead roles
in TV shows, with done-todeath concepts. I didn’t want to
repeat myself after doing TV
for almost five years. So, that’s
why I took the break. It was a
good change.”
Asha took on the current
digital show as “it felt right”.
“While reading the script, I
couldn’t stop. It was an
engaging romantic drama
and I read it at one go.”
n

Asha Negi
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
ASHANEGI

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

sreyashi.ghosh@htlive.com

I would be actively involved in every aspect
of film-making: Tusshar Kapoor
Pooja Sharma
usshar Kapoor is the latest
member of the Kapoor
family to turn film-maker.
The actor turned producer is
backing a horror comedy web
series. Talking about taking the
plunge, Tusshar says, “As a
first time producer, I’ve
consulted my family members
on many occasions with
regards to the legal and
financial aspects of filmmaking. Every advice coming
from my family members,
who’ve made several films,
does come handy. Also, I’d like
to be part of different kinds of
shows as I believe the online
medium is like a limitless

T

galaxy that transcends beyond
restrictions such as culture,
geography and language that
we find ourselves in with other
mediums.”
Even as a producer, he says
he will be equally involved in
the creative aspects of the
projects that he will be funding.
“I’d be actively involved in
every aspect of the film-making
process as I’ve grown up and
worked for several years in this
profession. I am passionate
about movies. But I believe in
team work and understand the
importance of several minds
coming together to make a good
story on celluloid,” says
Tusshar, who is the second
generation film-maker in their

family, after sister Ekta.
He shares that he and his
sister have similar cinematic
sensibilities. “Ekta and I are
similar as far as our taste in
movies is concerned. However,
we have chosen our own
distinct paths, which is evident
from the kind of movies we’ve
been a part of in our respective
careers. I can’t really say how
similar or different we are as
producers, as I’ve only begun
making my first project. On a
lighter note the important
aspects about a film that will
always be common to both of us
is, entertainment,
entertainment and
entertainment.”
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com

‘I always wanted to learn Kathak’
Sneha Mahadevan
ctor Ankita Lokhande
(right) has always been
fascinated by dancing.
Though she didn’t get the time
to master an art form in the
initial few years of her career,
due to her back-to-back
shooting schedules, the actor
made a promise to herself that
she would definitely learn a
classical dance form this year.
On International Dance Day,

A

Ankita started learning Kathak
— one of the eight major forms
of Indian classical dance.
A source close to her reveals,
“Ankita has always admitted
that she loves dancing and that
dance is a very important part
of her life. She loves learning
new dance form but Bollywood
dancing is her favourite. A
couple of years back, she also
participated in the celebrity
dance reality show, Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa (Season 4). In fact,

Tusshar Kapoor

when she made her debut with
Manikarnika, earlier this year,
she was thrilled to be a part of a
song where she could dance on
screen.”
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