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ROCKETS FIRED
AT ISRAEL,
TENSIONS RISE

INDIAN WINS ₹28-CR JACKPOT; UNAWARE,
REJECTS CALLS FOR CLAIMING IT

>>htnation p10

A COLLECTOR IN PURSUIT OF SIKH ART

DAVINDER TOOR HAS IN HIS POSSESSION RARE ARTEFACTS >htpunjab p3

world book-2

shortstories
FANI LEAVES TRAIL
OF DEVASTATION;
TOLL TOUCHES 16
PURI/BHUBANESWAR/
NEW DELHI: A massive relief and
restoration effort went underway in Odisha on Saturday, a day
after cyclone Fani killed at least 16
people and left a trail of devastation in the coastal state, snapping
power and electricity supplies,
and telecommunication links. The
authorities were trying to assess
the extent of the damage done
by the cyclone, which was
accompanied by winds gusting up
to 205 kilometres per hour that
uprooted trees, toppled power
pylons, and disrupted road, rail
››P10
and air traffic.

BJP attacks Rahul over
alleged links to defence firm
NEW DELHI: Facing a sharp attack
by leaders of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday offered to face a probe
over allegations that his former
partner in a UK-based company
had acquired defence offset
contracts when the UPA was in
power. At the same time, Gandhi
called for an investigation into
alleged wrongdoing in the
~59,000 crore contract signed by
the BJP-led National Democratic
››P14
Alliance government.

SIT recovers ₹2.11 crore
more from Patiala ASIs
PATIALA:In another recovery in
the priest’s missing ₹6.6 crore
case, the SIT on Saturday seized
₹2.11 crore from two different
locations in Patiala. The ASIs were
brought to Patiala to make
recoveries.
››P5

PULLOUT
Catch the latest on World
news in a 4-page pullout
with this edition.

28
with
in
Chandigarh, Panchkula, Mohali
and Ludhiana only

BJP leader shot
dead in Anantnag
HT Correspondent
n

lettesrchd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Militants on Saturday

night shot dead Anantnag district BJP vice-president Ghulam
Mohammed Mir at his house.
The killing comes two days
ahead of the final phase of polls
for the Anantnag Lok Sabha
seat.
The security cover of Mir, 55,
who had contested assembly
elections, had been recently
withdrawn by the state government.
“Militants barged into the
house of Mir in Verinag area and
opened fire at him. He died on his
way to hospital,” said BJP state
spokesman Altaf Thakur.
“He was under constant
threat from militants still his
security was taken back,” he
added.
On Thursday, militants had
shot at one Abdul Rashid Bhat of
Kuchmulla Tral.

MonitoringofRafale
dealnointerference
byPMO,saysCentre
AFFIDAVIT Govt tells SC its order rejecting a court-monitored
probe has no error, review pleas raise ‘scandalous, false’ points
Bhadra Sinha
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

CENTRE’S CONTENTION
The Rafale review petitions tantamount too
questioning the sovereign decision
concerning national security, Centre arguess
in its affidavit in SC on Saturday
CENTRE TO SUPREME COURT

NEWDELHI: Review petitions ask-

ing the Supreme Court to reconsider its December 14 verdict
rejecting a court-monitored
probeoftheRafaledealare tantamounttoquestioningasovereign
decisionrelatedtonationalsecurity and defence, the National
Democratic Alliance(NDA)government argued in an affidavit
filedinthetopcourtonSaturday.
Terming the submissions
made by the review petitions
“scandalous, false, baseless and
bereft of any particular material”,theaffidavitsaidtheruling
hadnoapparent“errorwarrantingitsreview”.Theaffidavitsaid
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO)monitoringtheprogressof
the deal for 36 Rafale jets could
notbe“construedasinterference
or parallel negotiations”.
OnDecember14,theSupreme
Court dismissed all petitions
seekingacourt-monitoredprobe
of the ~59,000 crore contract for
Rafale fighter planes made by
DassaultAviationof France,saying that there was no reason to
doubtthe decision-makingprocess. The petitioners had alleged
fiscal malfeasance and commercial favouritism in the deal.
Former Union ministers Yashwant Sinha and Arun Shourie
andadvocatePrashantBhushan

The review petition...is
an attempt to get a
fishing and roving
inquiry ordered, which
this court has specifically declined to go into
based on perception of
individuals

This [use of leaked papers] could
lead to the revelation of all
closely guarded state secrets
relating to space, nuclear
installations, strategic defence
capabilities, operational
deployment of forces,
intelligence resources, etc

Monitoring of the progress by PMO of this government to
government process cannot be construed as interference or
parallel negotiations
have moved the Supreme Court
forareviewoftheverdict,saying
the ruling contained errors and
relied on incorrect claims made
by the government in an
unsigned note given in a sealed
cover to the court.
Two more review petitions
have been filed by Aam Aadmi
Party leader Sanjay Singh and
lawyer Vineet Dhanda. An SC
bench headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi is
expectedtotakeupthematteron
May 6.
TheNDAgovernment’saffida-

33-year-old slaps
Kejriwal during
roadshow, detained

vit objected to the petitioners’
reliance on news reports and
“incomplete” internal file notings to seek a re-opening of the
case,whichthegovernmentsaid
cannot be done. The scope of a
reviewpetitionis“extremelylimited”, it told the court.
The petitioners have relied
upontheinternalnotings,which
the government claimed were
accessed illegally, to assert that
parallel negotiations conducted
by the PMO had weakened the
positionoftheministryofdefence
andtheIndian negotiatingteam.

SCIENTISTS FEAR
WIDESPREAD
CONTAMINATION
BY BT BRINJAL

PLANE SKIDS INTO RIVER, ALL 143 SAFE

Jayashree Nandi
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Farmers in Haryana
and experts fear widespread contamination of genetically modified (GM) brinjal or eggplant in
the state with the farmer accused
of cultivating Bt brinjal in Fatehabad district in the northeastern part of the state, adjoining
Punjab, admitting that he has
been growing and selling the GM
produce since 2017.
GM brinjal isn’t legal in India.
To understand the extent of
the damage, the Haryana agriculturedepartment is getting the
state’s brinjal crop tested to
determine whether it is GM-free
at the National Bureau of Plant
Genetic Resources (NBPGR),
which will share the test results
with the Haryana government
next week.
Arjun Singh Saini, directorgeneral of horticulture, Haryana, said: “We cannot take any
measures to control contamination until the NBPGR test results
are out. We have directed the
farmer not to sell the produce.”
The use of GM crops is contentious, with arguments existing
on both sides. Still, with India not
allowing the use of GM brinjal,
the developments in Haryana
are a clear violation of the law.
On April 25, the GM-free coalition, a collective of farmers’
organisations
promoting
organic farming, said in a statement that it collected samples
from a Fatehabad farm and
tested it through the lateral flow
strip method.
The samples tested positive
for Bt Cry1Ac protein.
CONTINUED ON P14

n

A Boeing 737 aircraft, with 143 people on board, went off the runway at the Naval Air Station in
Jacksonville, Florida, and into the St Johns river on Friday. The plane was arriving from
AFP
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. No casualties or critical injuries were reported.

Modi, Rahul trade barbs
on the roles of Army, EC
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: PM Narendra Modi
and Congress chief Rahul Gandhi ratcheted up the political
temperature on Saturday with a
volley of attacks aimed at each
other, two days before the fifth
phase of the ongoing national
elections amid a slugfest over
anti-terror strikes conducted in
Pakistan during the tenure of
the previous UPA government.
At rallies in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar, two key heartland
states where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is fighting to
repeat its impressive 2014 performance, Modi called the Congress a “vote-cutter” and said
the people will reject “selfish

›

People will reject the
selfish parties who
insulted our soldiers as the
conscience of country has
woken up... They
will now vote on
the basis of
niyat and niti.
NARENDRA MODI

parties” that insulted the country’s soldiers.
He also accused the Samajwadi Party (SP) chief, Akhilesh
Yadav, of cheating his so-called

›

When he [Modi] says
surgical strikes during
the UPA were done in video
games then he is not
insulting the
Congress but
the Indian
Army.
RAHUL GANDHI

Bua, or aunt (ally and Bahujan
Samaj Party chief, Mayawati),
by benefitting from her vote
bank and falsely promising her
the PM’s chair.

We don’t need any
kingmaker, have
the king: Madhav
Sunetra Choudhury
n

sunetra.choudhury@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
n

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister

Arvind Kejriwal was slapped by
a 33-year-old man in west Delhi’s
Moti Nagar during an election
roadshow on Saturday.
The police in a statement said
that the man,identified as
Suresh Chauhan, was a supporter of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and had organised rallies
and meeting for the party. But he
got “disenchanted” by the leadership and the “party’s distrust
in the armed forces”.
Refuting the police’s statement, AAP spokesperson, Saurabh Bharadwaj said, the police
are “doing all this on the orders
of the Modi government.” Till
late Saturday evening, no FIR
was registered in the case.
Police said Chauhan is a scrap
dealer from Kailash Park in Moti
Nagar. The attack took place
when Kejriwal arrived in Moti
Nagar in his police escort vehicle
and the roadshow was about to
start. The CM was there to hold a
roadshow for the Aam Aadmi

n

Arvind Kejriwal

Party’s Lok Sabha candidate
from New Delhi, Brijesh Goyal.
Police said, Kejriwal had
arrived in Moti Nagar around
5.43pm. “He got out of the official
vehicle and got on to an open jeep
for the roadshow. As he was
greeting his party workers who
had gathered around the vehicle,
a person suddenly got on to the
bonnet of the jeep and attempted
to assault the CM. He was immediately overpowered and the CM
was shielded by his supporters,”
Delhi Police’s additional public
relation officer, Anil Mittal, said
in the statement.
Police said Kejriwal continued with the roadshow as scheduled.

NEWDELHI: The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party, its campaign
pinned on the theme of protecting national security in the aftermath of the Pulwama attack
and the Indian Air Force’s reprisal strikes on a terror camp in
Pakistan in February, expects
to win 300 seats together with its
allies even in a worst case scenario in the ongoing election,
the party’s national general secretary Ram Madhav said.
“We have the king so we do
not need any kingmakers,”
Madhav said in a reference to
PM Narendra Modi. He went on
to list the states where the party
and its partners in the NDA are
hopeful of notching up gains.
“Our best case scenario is 2014 performance,
our
worst case scenario
is together with
NDA we will get 300
seats,” Madhav, who
is also BJP’s
point person
for J&K said.
FULL INTERVIEW ››P14

AAP MLA Sandoa shifts loyalty to Cong
HT Correspondent
n

lettesrchd@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: The Aam Aadmi
Party(AAP)sufferedyetanother
setbackonSaturdayasitsRupnagar MLA Amarjit Singh Sandoa
joined the Congress in presence
ofPunjabchiefministerAmarinder Singh in Chandigarh.
On April 29, rebel AAP MLA
from Mansa, Nazar Singh Manshahia, had joined the Congress.
WelcomingSandoaintotheparty
fold, Amarinder described it as a
“waveofexodus”fromopposition
parties.“Itisamajorboostforthe
Congressinstateandwillbolster
the prospects of party’s Anandpur Sahib candidate Manish
Tewari in the Rupnagar assemblysegment.AAPnationalpresident Arvind Kejirwal’s autocratic style of functioning and
chaos in the state unit is making
its legislators feel suffocated,”
Amarinder said.
According to those in know of
the development, the defection
wasplannedadaybefore Tewari
filed his nomination papers on

n

Punjab CM Capt Amarinder Singh (C) with Rupnagar MLA Amarjit
Singh Sandoa (R) who dumped AAP and joined Congress. HT PHOTO

April 29 with Amarinder in tow.
But the AAP got a wind of it and
put up a unity show to keep its
flock together. The deal came
through after Rupnagar district
presidentBrinderSinghDhillon,
who lost to Sandoa in the state
polls, was brought on board and
was present at Sandoa’s joining.
Punjab assembly speaker
Rana KP Singh, who represents
the Anandpur Sahib assembly
seat,islearnttohavebeeninstrumental in the getting Sandoa to

switch over.
The game of optics, Congress
sourcesdisclosed,isnotaimedat
drummingupsupportforTewari
but party’s Sangrur candidate,
KewalDhillon,aCaptainloyalist.
“Amarinderhadovercomeopposition to Dhillon’s name in the
state screening committee by
promisingpartypresidentRahul
Gandhi that he (Dhillon) would
weakenthepositionofAAPstate
chiefBhagwantManninSangrur
by getting several AAP MLAs

into the Congress fold,” a senior
Congress leader said. Sandoa
saidhewasfeelingdisenchanted
in the AAP due to the top leadership’s “high-handed” approach
towards Punjab. “I have decided
to join Congress as I feel aligned
with the democratic and inclusive philosophy of the party,” he
said.
The MLA had sparked defectionrumoursashewasnottaking
part in campaign of AAP’s
AnandpurSahibnomineeNarinder Singh Shergill. The latter,
however, termed it as good riddance.“Sandoahasbetrayed the
voters of Rupnagar who elected
himwithabigmargin.Hisjoining
wouldnothaveanyadverseaffect
on party’s poll prospects .”
NATT REJOINS CONG
FormerstateCongresssecretary
Sukhraj Singh Natt rejoined the
party onSaturday. Natthadcontested from Joga assembly constituency on Congress ticket in
2002 before fighting as an Independentin2007andfromMaurin
2017.
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB
9 Akali workers
booked after clash
with Congmen
in Ferozepur

Leftinthelurch,CPIand
CPMnowhereinpicture
END OF THE ROAD Having won 15 seats in 1977, the Left base in Punjab has
shrunk with both the parties managing only 44,000 votes in 2017 assembly polls
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: From winning 15
assembly seats in Punjab in 1977
to getting reduced to just 44,000
votes in the state in the 2017
assembly polls, it has been a consistentslidefortheLeftpartiesin
its electoral performance.
Seen as an alternative to the
all-powerfulCongressafterIndependence,theLeftpartiesinPunjab, especially the Communist
PartyofIndia (CPI) andCommunist Party of India (Marxist)
—CPM, were at their peak till
1977. In the assembly polls that
year,theCPIwonsevenseatsand
the CPM eight, with a vote share
of 10.1%. The popularity faded in
the coming years with the vote
share of both the parties coming
downpollafterpoll.TheLeftsaw
its all-time lowvoteshareof0.3%
in the last state assembly polls.
The Left — founded in Punjab
bymembersoftheGadharmovement in the 1900s and later
strengthenedbyyouthiconBhagat Singh and his comrades — is
facing severe political crisis. In
the last two decades, the CPI and
CPMhavesplitintoleast10splinter groups.
The Left is nowhere in the picture in the Lok Sabha polls too.
Such is the predicament of the
Left parties that the CPI, a part of
the Sukhpal Khaira- led Punjab
Democratic Alliance (PDA), is
contesting the upcoming elections from Ferozepur, which
never was its fiefdom. Bathinda
and Sangrur parliamentary segments remained traditional
strongholds of the Left till the
early 70s when the CPI won both
the seatsin 1972. Later,Bathinda
(reserved) constituency (which
waschangedtogeneralseatafter
the 2009 delimitation) remained
the focus of the CPI which it won
in alliance with the Congress in
1999. The alliance remained
intactin2004pollstoo,buttheCPI
losttheseat.Inthe2007assembly
elections, the alliance ended and
theCongresscontestedallthe117
seats on its own.

WHAT WENT WRONG?
While senior Left leaders cite

n

The Left saw its all-time low vote share of 0.3% in the 2017 state assembly polls.

SLIDING GRAPH OF LEFT PARTIES
The Left is facing severe political crisis in Punjab.
In the last two decades, the CPI and CPM have split
into least 10 splinter groups

ASSEMBLY POLLS
Year

Seats won

Vote Share
CPI

CPM

1997

2

3%

1.8%

2002

2

2.1%

0.4%

2007

0

0.8%

0.3%

2012

0

0.8%

0.2%

2017

0

0.2%

0.1%

3.4%

1.1%

LOK SABHA POLLS
1997

0

1999

0

3.7%

2.2%

2004

1

2.5%

1.8%

2009

0

0.3%

0.1%

2014

0

0.4%

0.1%

nationwidetrendofshrinkingits
base, CPI’s former Punjab secretaryandnationalexecutivemember Dr Joginder Dyal said the
Green Revolution andterrorism
hadanadverseimpactontheLeft

in the state.
“Left’s base in Punjab was
peasantry.AftertheGreenRevolution, the income of farmers
increased and show-off culture
boomed.Secondly,morethan400

HT FILE

leaders of the party were killed
in the rural areas of Punjab
during terrorism. This was a big
blow to the Left in the state,” said
Dyal.
TheemergenceoftheBahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) in 80s and the
latertheAamAadmiParty(AAP)
furtherdentedtheLeftprospects
in the state.
“Iwillnothesitateinaccepting
that the Left parties failed to provide a strong alternative to the
people against the SAD-BJP and
Congress.Thatisthereasonwhy
the Left-dominated Malwa belt
voted for the AAP in the 2014
polls,” said CPI’s former MLA
from Bhudlada Hardev Singh
Arshi.
“Endofstudentpoliticsinstate
colleges post-terrorism was
another factor that dealt a big
blow to the Left as the campuses
were our nurseries,” he said.
CPM’sformerstate secretary,
Mangat Ram Pasla, who in 2001
formed CPM (Punjab) and later
theRevolutionaryMarxistParty
ofIndia(RMPI),said:“Themainstream Left parties hobnobbed
with the Congress in the lust of
powerandforgottheissuesofthe
Dalits andthe labourers,leading
totheemergenceoftheBSP,”said
Pasla.

9 MLAs in fray, 2 defections, 1 quitter:
Punjab stares at multiple byelections
Sukhdeep Kaur
n

sukhdeep.kaur@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: With another Aam

Aadmi Party MLA, Amarjit
Singh Sandoa, defecting to the
Congressinthe run-uptoMay19
Lok Sabha polls, the poll season
in Punjab is set to last longer. In
April,rebelAAPlegislatorNazar
Singh Manshahia had switched
loyalties and joined Congress.
Manshahia,whoquitasMLA,
islikelytocontestthebypollfrom
Mansa seat, while Sandoa will
also have to resign to escape the
anti-defectionlaw.Butaccording
to Congress leaders in know of
the developments, Sandoa has
not been promised the bypoll
ticket but a chairmanship. With
Sandoa’s defection, the number
of AAP legislators in the Punjab
assembly is down to 16. The

AAP TALLY DOWN TO
16 FROM 20 IN HOUSE;
CONG COUNT NOW 80;
PHOOLKA RESIGNATION
STILL PENDING
party’stworebelMLAs–Sukhpal
Khaira and Baldev Singh – have
alreadyputintheirpaperstocontestascandidatesofPunjabiEkta
Party floated by Khaira. Baldev
and Khaira are contesting from
Faridkot from Bathinda, respectively.
The resignation of the AAP’s
DakhaMLA–HSPhoolka–toois
pending and is likely to be
accepted by speaker Rana KP
Singh after polls. This will bring
downAAPstrengthinthePunjab
house to 15. Two more MLAs
from Arvind Kejriwal’s party –

Kultar Singh Sandhawan and
Jaikrishan Rori – are learnt to
havemetCMCaptainAmarinder
Singhthisweek,thepossibilityof
more defections cannot be ruled
out.
WithnineMLAsalreadyinthe
poll fray, Punjab could stare at
many bypolls – from Akali Dal
president –Sukhbir Badal – representing Jalalabad seat, who is
contesting from Ferozepur and
former finance minister and
Lehra MLA– Parminder Singh
Dhindsa – from Sangrur. From
Congress, Gidderbaha MLA
AmrinderSinghRajaWarringis
a challenger from Bathinda, and
so is TalwandiSaboMLA BaljinderKaurof AAP.Congress MLA
from Chabbewal –Dr Raj Kumar
Chabbewal – has been fielded
from Hoshiarpur and is pitted
against BJP MLA Som Parkash.

Mandeep Narula

AMRITSAR: BJP candidate from

n

FEROZEPUR: Eight Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) workers were
booked on charges of attempt to
murder after they clashed with
Congress activists in the district
on late Friday evening.
The clash took place when
Charanjit Singh Brar, officer on
special duty (OSD) to SAD chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal who is
party nominee from Ferozepur
Lok Sabha seat, was reportedly
campaigning in Arifke village,
along with other Akali leaders
and workers.
When the SAD leaders
and workers were returning
after the event, Congress activists staged a protest against
them and waived black flags at
them.
This led to an altercation
which later turned into a violent
clash. Both the groups indulged
in stone pelting on each other.
In the clash, Congress worker
Bali Singh of village Usmanwala
sustained injuries. He was
admitted to the local civil hospital. A sports utility vehicle
(SUV) was badly damaged in the
incident.
Ferozepur senior superintendent of police (SSP) Sandeep
Goel said, “A case was registered against eight persons
under various sections of Indian
Penal Code (IPC), including 307
(attempt to murder).”
The accused were identified
as Sandeep Singh, Sukhpal
Singh, Gurpreet Singh, Lovepreet Singh, Jagjit Singh, Gurpreet Singh, Inderjit Singh and
Iqbal Singh, all Akali Dal workers.
Four unidentified persons
were also booked in the case, the
SSP said, adding that further
investigations were on. HTC

Hardeep Singh Puri

right-leaningbody Public Policy
Research Centre (PPRC).
Releasingthe review, titled‘A
taleofbetrayal’inthepresenceof
PPRC director Sumeet Bhasin,
theBJPleaderssaidtheCongress
has failed to deliver any of the
promisesit madebefore theelections.
BJP DIDN’T FULFIL ITS
PROMISES: AUJLA
Meanwhile, Aujla said in statement, “I remember as many as
124 promises made by the BJP
during the 2014 Lok Sabha polls,
butthesewerenotfulfilledbythe
Modi government, which is a
clear betrayal”.

Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR: When the Congress

led by Capt Amarinder Singh
swept the state polls in 2017,
Kewal Singh Dhillon lost his
Barnala seat.
The defeat was a shock for
Dhillon and his supporters as
he was tipped to be a cabinet
minister. All his plans were
shattered but he did not sit at
home. The businessmanturned-politician started
bringing development funds
forBarnaladistrictandis now
contesting from the Sangrur
Lok Sabha constituency,
thanks to the chief minister
with whom he enjoys a personal rapport.
Dhillon isknownforthrowing lavish parties for Amarinder in which the latter shows
off his culinary skills. Despite
hisloss toafirst-timer, the CM
put his foot down and got him
the Congress ticket, ignoring
other contenders like former
chief minister Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal and Amargarh MLA
SurjitDhiman’ssonJaswinder
Dhiman. The high command
wasinfavouroffieldingpublic
works minister Vijay Inder
Singla.
Though Dhillon’s candidatureupsetmostticket-seekers,
onlyDhimanopenlyvoicedhis
dissent.
Singla
also kept away from his poll
campaigninitiallyandthenfell
in line.
“Allissettled.Congressmen
uniteafterticketdeclaration,”
claims the two-time former
MLA.

KEWAL DHILLON, 69
Constituency: Sangrur
Education: BA (Part-1), SD College,
Barnala
Political debut: 2007
Electoral record: Won from Barnala
in 2007 and 2012
Claim to fame: Close to Capt
Amarinder, he is best known for
bringing Pepsi Cola to India

›

Before becoming an
MP, Mann used to
hold comedy shows in
my political rallies for
₹50,000 per event. I
promise people if they
elect me, I will arrange
his shows in the area
KEWAL SINGH DHILLON,
Congress’ Sangrur candidate

TARGETED FOR
LAVISH LIFESTYLE
Hisrivalsaretargetinghimfor
lavish lifestyle, but Dhillon,
whodeclaredassetsworth₹131
crore, says he is banking on
developmentagenda.“Itisnot
bad to be rich. I am a self-made
man. I wish that your son or
daughter become rich,” he
saysinhiscampaignspeeches.
“Sangrur neither has university nor any big industry.
‘Maharaja Saab’ (Amarinder)
knows my capacity to undertakedevelopmentalworksand

wants to bring industry in
Malwaformorejobs,”headds,
claiming to have a developmentroadmap.Inatriangular
fight with sitting AAP MP
Bhagwant Mann and SAD
nominee Parminder Singh
Dhindsa, he never misses any
opportunity to target them .
‘MANN NOTHING MORE
THAN COMEDIAN’
CallingMannagoodcomedian
andnotaseriouspolitician,the
Congress leader blames him
for breaking the AAP in Punjab. “Before becoming an MP,
Mann used to hold comedy
showsinmypoliticalralliesfor
₹50,000per programme. Ihave
promised people if they elect
me, I will arrange his shows in
the area,” he adds. As for SAD
nominee Parminder Singh
Dhindsa, Dhillon cites his
father Sukhdev Dhindsa’s
words and sacrilege slur as
signs of trouble for party. The
Congress faces a tough task
due to dissidence and Mann’s
massappeal.Thesizeablepresence of dera premis also holds
key to victory.

Capt govt has pushed Punjab back by two
decades in two-year rule, says Sukhbir
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FEROZEPUR :The Shiromani Akali

Dal (SAD) president Sukhbir
Singh Badal said here today that
in just two years, the Amarinder
Singhled-Congressgovernment
in Punjab“hasputthe stateback
by two decades and it will take a
major effort to undo the damage
that Amarinder has done to the
state.”
“The Captain wasted his own
and the state’s time by pursuing
leisureandpleasure, andpaying
noheedtosufferingsandneedsof
common people. He has undone
thefruitsofhardworkofthepeople of the state. Aseen tinnka
tinnkaikathhakarke Punjabnu
sanvaaria. Ehna ne do saalaan
vich teela teela kar k rakh ditta”
said the SAD president, adding
that with Punjabis feeling
cheated by Amarinder, the Congressis up againsta tidal waveof
Punjabi anger.
“There is total chaos in CongresspartyinPunjab.Shockedby
the intensity of public anger,
most Cong leaders are running
away from the field or keeping a
low profile,” said Badal while
addressing gatherings at Jalalabad, his home segment on Saturday.
TheSADchiefsaidthatinstead
of taking responsibility for the
Congressdisasterlikeagoodgeneral,Amarinderwaspassingthe
buck to juniors. “Impending
defeat has thrown the Congress
in complete disarray,” said the
Akali leader.

n

SAD president and party candidate from Ferozepur Sukhbir Singh Badal campaigning at a village in
HT PHOTO
Jalalabad on Saturday.

The Akali supremo also came
downheavilyonthegovernment
for putting farmers through
allegedharassmentandhumiliation at the mandi.
“The acute shortage of gunny
bags has resulted in glut and
shortage of space, and therefore
slow procurement. Farmers are
also being exploited over discolouring of grains,” he charged.
BadalsaidPunjabisarepaying
thepriceoftrustingAmarinder’s
words. “They trusted him
because he swore by the sacred
charanofSriGuruGobindSingh
ji.Noonecouldbelievethatsomeone could tell lies even after an
oath by the Dashmesh Pita’s

sacred charan,” said Badal, adding that he could understand the
people’sdecisionassomehisown
partymenalsofounditdifficultto
suspect the sincerity of such an
extraordinary oath.
“But Amarinder had other
ideas. He knew he had told big
lies, which is why, in the first
weekafterbeingsworninasCM,
he declared he would never contestanelectionagain.Thismeans
that now, people can do nothing
more to harm him.”
“No Punjabis are determined
to teach Amarinder a lesson in
these elections,” said the Akali
supremo.
“Wewillturntheborderbeltof

the state into an industrial zone
with focus on textile industry.
The industry will bring balance
between labour-intensive and
tech-intensiveapproachtogivea
fillip to employment for Punjabi
youth. We started the focus on
diversifying state economy and
things began to look up. All big
businessandindustrialhousesof
the country, some of which have
strong global presence, such as
Lakshmi Mittal, had began the
processofsettingupbasesinPunjab. However, in the past two
years,Captainhasfoundnotime
toconvene evenasinglemeeting
to review and clear industrial
proposals.”

Election symbols get quirky, candidates can’t comprehend their own!

›

The pen drive symbol
is unusual for me, but
I will understand its
meaning in time. I am
raising a voice against
corruption and drug issue.
I will bring educational
reforms in the state.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

AMRITSAR : Advanced technol-

n

Capt’s lieutenant banks
on development agenda

UNCONVENTIONAL

Puri dares Aujla for
debate on devp issue
AmritsarHardeepSinghPurion
Saturday challenged his Congress rival and sitting MP Gurjit
SinghAujlatohaveadebatewith
him over the developmentissue.
Addressingapressconference
here, Puri also refused to waste
his time over the issue of qualification, when Punjab BJP chief
andRajyaSabhamemberShwait
MalikonceagaintermedAujlaas
“uneducated”.
Malik had said, “As the Congresscandidateisuneducated,he
cannot properly represent
AmritsarinParliamentandonly
Hardeep Singh Puri, who represented India on the world level,
deserves to be elected.”
However, Puri diverted the
issue and said he would rather
inviteAujlaforadebateondevelopmentinPunjabingeneral,and
Amritsarinparticular.Headded
that there has been no developmentinAmritsar duringAujla’s
tenure as MP.
The conference was held to
release a review of the Punjab
Congress’manifestomadebythe

Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) president
andAtamNagar MLASimarjeet
Singh Bains is contesting from
Ludhiana Lok Sabha seat.
The victories in Lok Sabha
polls will clear the pitch for both
AAP and Akalis in the house, as
they struggle for the slot of the
main opposition. If Akali Dal
winstwoseats,itlosestwoMLAs
anditstallygoesdownto12,butit
can hope to win the two seats in a
bypoll.TheBJPlosesoneseatout
of three if Som Parkash wins.
ItisAAPwhichshouldbeworried,asitcountissettodwindleto
15. The party will find it hard to
staytheprincipalopponentinthe
house if another MLA defects or
quits, irrespective of whether
Baljinder Kaur wins or not. Its
poll graph is down, and winning
back the seat in the bypoll is not
going to be easy either.

NEWCOMERSINLSPOLLS

ogy generally evokes a thrill
amongst everyone but some
of the new-age election symbols have not gone down well
with independent candidates in Amritsar.
Take the case of an illiterate city candidate, who is
still trying to figure out the
meaning of his high-tech
election symbol, and is
amused by the pen drive
symbol assigned to him.
46-year-old Balwinder
Singh, who works as a labourer to earn his livelihood,
has jumped into the poll
arena for the first time, by
filling his nominations as an
independent candidate from
Amritsar constituency.
The symbol he is assigned
is not only far from his comprehension, he even fumbles
to pronounce the word - pen
drive.

BALWINDER SINGH,
independent candidate

n

Shamsher Singh, 45, a security guard who is contesting as an
Independent candidate from Amritsar, has been allotted dumb-bells
as election symbol.
HT PHOTO
Balwinder had several
questions in his mind, when
he got his election symbol by
Amritsar deputy commissioner (DC) and election officer Shiv Dular Singh Dhillon.
“What does a pen drive do? Is

it available in Punjab?” were
some of the questions that
crossed his mind.
“The symbol is unusual for
me, but I will understand its
meaning in time. I am raising
a voice against corruption

and the drug issue. I will
bring educational reforms in
the state if I win, so people
will also know the meaning of
technology, computer and of
course pen drive,” said Balwinder Singh. The list of oddball symbols is long and
includes many utility items—
air cooler, tea-kettle, key, tiffin box, carpet, bow and
arrow, rubber stamp, as sewing machine a pair of pants
and even the delightful ludo!

‘IN A FIRST, I WILL
EXERCISE WITH THE
DUMB-BELLS’
45-year-old Shamsher Singh,
a security guard who is contesting from Amritsar Lok
Sabha seat is happy to get
dumbbells. While filling his
nominations, the Aam Lok
Party United candidate had
just one thing on mind – to
increase employment opportunities in the state. “I left my
job to do social work. I am
contesting elections to fight
social evils, poverty, health,
drug issue, just to name a
few. After exercising with
these dumbbell sets, I will
gear-up my election campaign in the district and will
bring better health facilities
in government hospitals,”
said Shamsher Singh.
DAILY WAGE WORKER
KNOWS A BIT ABOUT
‘COMPUTER’
25-year-old Shubham
Kumar, who has jumped into

the fray to eradicate corruption and illiteracy, has studied till class 10. The young
and independent candidate
from Amritsar, who knows a
little about computers and
technology, said. “I am not
surprised to see this ‘box’ as I
know it is a computer. I don’t
know how to use the technology but I am aware of its functions. Party-men who may be
tech savvy don’t know about
common man’s problems. If I
win, I will make sure each
and every student of the state
gets the access to education
and technology.”
The list of quirky symbols
are a mixture of old and new
symbols representing all
groups and communities,
includes the punching
machine, briefcase and even
a road roller. What remains
to be seen is how people will
associate their leaders with
symbols, and if this will this
affect their inclination to
vote for those candidates.
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Preserving heritage: London
collector in pursuit of Sikh art
TREASURES FROM THE PAST Davinder Toor has in his collection nearly 500
rare artefacts reflecting inclusiveness of Sikh historical landscape across centuries

›

Prasun Sonwalkar
n

The plan is to continue
collecting and set up a
museum as a repository of
Sikh heritage. The most
important items are those
directly associated with
Sikh royals and nobles.

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: From a teenage volun-

teer at an exhibition at Victoria
and Albert Museum in 1999, London-based Davinder Toor has
today put together one of the finest private collections of Sikh art,
gathering rare artefacts from
various countries.
The connected histories of the
British and Sikh empires mean
that there are a large number of
artefacts dispersed across the
globe, having travelled out of
India over centuries as gifts, auction purchases, items looted or as
trophies of war.
Driven by a passion to collect
and preserve Sikh heritage, Toor,
38, now has in his collection
nearly 500 such artefacts, once
owned by Ranjit Singh (17801839), Jind Kaur (1817-63) and
Duleep Singh (1838-93), among
many others, including governors-general during the British
Raj in India.
After showcasing the items in
exhibitions in the United Kingdom, the United States, Europe
and Canada, Toor will launch a
book, titled In Pursuit of Empire:
Treasures from the Toor Collection of Sikh Art, in June in London, containing 150 illustrations
of some of the rare artefacts.
“The plan is to continue collecting and some day maybe set
up a museum as a repository of
Sikh heritage. The most important items are those directly associated with Sikh royals and
nobles. I have been financing my
passion myself but I collaborate
to hold exhibitions,” Toor said.
NEXT EXHIBITION
IN TORONTO
Born in London to immigrants
from Punjab who arrived here in
the 1960s, Toor trained as an
optometrist and is engaged in
medical research. He will also
discuss his work on collecting
items at the Jaipur Literature
Festival at the British Library in
London in June.
Toor recalls that not every
item is easy to collect. “Some auctions are highly contested, particularly by buyers from the Gulf
countries interested in such arte-

PUNJAB-ORIGIN
MAN JAILED FOR
KILLING MAN IN
UK CAR CRASH

DAVINDER TOOR , collector
of Sikh artefacts
n

Davinder Toor, who has a passion for preserving Sikh heritage.

HT

the next one is scheduled to be
held in Toronto in 2021.

n

facts. There is an overlap of tradition, mixing of Hindu, Muslim
and Sikh cultures; the items
reflect the inclusiveness of the
Sikh historical landscape.”
Several people from India travelled to London in 2018 for an
exhibition at the School of Oriental and African Studies, titled
Empire of the Sikhs.

(Clockwise from top left) A
pair of Jind Kaur’s earrings, a
Sikh turban helmet, Maharaja
Sher Singh wearing the Koh-iNoor, portrait of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh and a sword with
ornate and inscribed hilt
showing Maharaja Ranjit
Singh hunting.
HT

Toor’s book to be launched in
June was released in the form of a
booklet during the exhibition,
and includes a new introduction
by writer William Dalrymple.
The collector, who has featured in documentaries along
with objects from his collection,
said there are no immediate plans
to hold an exhibition in India, but

SOURCES OF ARTEFACTS
Besides artefacts associated with
Sikh royals and nobles, such as
swords and jewellery, Toor’s collection includes objects created
by artists, writers, photographers, cartographers and craftsmen, including Europeans who
explored Sikh themes.
Some of them are Punjabi artists and scribes: Family workshop of Nainsukh of Guler, Ram
Chand of Patiala, Sheikh Basharat Ullah of Patiala/Nabha, Family workshop of Purkha (fl
1780–1820) of Kangra, workshop
of Imam Bakhsh Lahori, Lahore,
Rattan Singh of Lahore/Delhi,
and Bishan Singh (1836–1900) of
Amritsar.
European artists: August
Schoefft (1809-88), Colesworthey
Grant (1813-80), Egron Lundgren
(1815-75), Helen Catherine Douglas Mackenzie (c 1819-c 1910),
Walter Fane (1828-85), George
Landseer (1834-78), Mortimer
Menpes (1855-1938) and Lucien
Lévy-Dhurmer (1865-1953).
Photographers Duleep Singh
(1838-93), Ernst Becker (1826-88),
Margaret
Bourke-White
(1904-71), William Baker (d 1880),
Samuel Bourne (1834-1912), Fred
Bremner (1863-1942) and Lala
Deen Dayal (1844-1905).
Cartographers
Rigobert
Bonne (1727-94), John Cary (c
1754-1835), John Luffman
(1756–1846), Robert Wilkinson (fl
c 1768-1825), John Arrowsmith
(1780-1873).
Craftsmen Muhammad Hayat
of Punjab and Henry Wilkinson of
Pall Mall, London.

n

Jaskaren Dayal

LONDON: A Punjab-origin man has

been sentenced to six years in
prison in the UK for causing a
death of another man due to dangerous driving.
Jaskaren Dayal, 47, pleaded
guilty to the crime which took
place on January 6 last year when
he crashed his Mercedes into the
victim’s vehicle while driving
drunk and above the speed limit
in northwest London.
He pleaded guilty in April at
Wood Green Crown Court and
was sentenced by the same court
on May 2, MyLondon News
reported on Friday.
The report said that cabbie
Anwar Ali, 55, was working in the
early hours of January 6 last year
in Kensal Rise area when out-ofcontrol drunk driver Jaskaren
Dayal crashed into him.
Witnesses say they saw him
driving at “excess speed”, reaching 76mph in a 30mph area just
before he crashed into Ali’s taxi.
Ali, from Stoke Newington,
was treated by paramedics, but
died at the scene as a result of the
injuries he sustained.
Metropolitan police arrested
Dayal at the crash site and he was
found to be over limit. He was
taken to hospital for treatment
IANS
for a leg injury.

punjab

03

Two held for terror
links in Nawanshahr
SBS NAGAR : Police have arrested

two accused wanted in a terror
link case in Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Nagar (Nawanshahr) and
recovered a pistol, 15 Indian
passports and ₹10,000 in Pakistan currency from them.
The accused have been identified as Jaspreet Singh of Kaulgarh village and Mohammad
Sharif of Uttar Pradesh. Jaspreet was nabbed from Rurki
Mughalan village of SBS Nagar
on April 27 with a .32 bore pistol.
Sharif was arrested from New
Delhi on May 2 along with 15
Indian passports and ₹10,000 in
Pakistan currency.
Police produced the accused
in a local court on Saturday
and got three days of police
remand.
SBS Nagar SSP Alka Meena
said Sharif, who is a cloth trader,
keeps visiting Pakistan. His relative, Iqbal, who lives near the
Lahore railway station, helps
him in the business. He said Sha-

rif had given ₹1.65 lakh to Jaspreet on the directions of Iqbal.
Police had initially received
inputs about the duo during
interrogation of another
accused Gurdeep who was
arrested in a drug case in January. The cops had also recovered
a pistol and some ammunition
from him, which he said were
provided by Arwinder Singh,
who was an active member of
Babbar Khalsa International
and was already in Nabha jail.
Gurdeep also told the police
that his friend Harshdeep Singh,
who lives in Doha, Qatar, asked
him that Arwinder will contact
him later. Arwinder instructed
Gurdeep to kill those responsible for the sacrilege incident at
Bachauri and Sadoya villages in
the district.
Later, Arwinder called Gurdeep and asked him to go
New Delhi to collect the money
from Sharif, who was known to
HTC
Jaspreet.

Chennai,Tamil Nadu, India.
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election2019
HOTSEAT

HISAR

ThreepoliticaldynastiesslugitoutinHisar
CLOSE CONTEST It’s over to the GenNext, namely Brijendra, Bhavya and Dushyant, to carry forward the legacy
of their political families as Bharatiya Janata Party, Congress and Jannayak Janta Party brace for May 12 challenge

KNOW THE CONSTITUENCY

Hitender Rao

KEY CONTESTANTS

n

hrao@htlive.com

Brijendra Singh, 46, BJP: Bureaucrat turned
politician, he is the son of Union steel minister
Birender Singh and great grandson of farmer
leader Sir Chhotu Ram. He is an experienced civil
servant who quit the service recently to make his
poll debut.
Dushyant Chautala, 31, JJP: Grandson of
former chief minister Om Prakash Chautala, he
was the youngest MP elected in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections. He parted ways with his
grandfather and INLD, the party on whose
nomination he won his debut poll and floated his
own political outfit, the Jannayak Janta Party (JJP).

HISAR: This one would indisputa-

blyqualifyasthebiggestdynastic
battle of Haryana in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. Scions of three
political families, two of them
making their poll debuts, are
enduring the gruelling heat and
dust to win Hisar.
The triangular contest
between sitting MP Dushyant
Chautala, the great grandson of
Chaudhary Devi Lal, a former
deputyprimeminister;Brijendra
Singh, the son of Union minister
Birender Singh and great grandsonoffarmerleaderChhotuRam,
and Bhavya Bishnoi, the grandsonofformerchiefministerBhajan Lal, promises to be closely
watched contest.
At 46, Brijendra recently quit
the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) to take the poll plunge
onaBJPticketandcarryforward
his family’s legacy.
Bhavya, 26, an Oxford graduate who until recently did not
looklikeaseriouscontenderfora
Congress nomination, made his
debutattheexpenseofhisfather,
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who was the
party’s original choice.
The youngest MP in the 16th
LokSabha,Dushyant,31,wonthe
2014 election on the Indian
NationalLokDalticket.Heisnow
thefaceofthefledglingJannayak
Janta Party (JJP), an offshoot of
the INLD that came into being as
aresultofapowerstruggleinthe
Chautala clan.
CASTE CALCULUS
AND TRIO’S TAKE
The Jats are the dominant caste
in Hisar constituency with more
than one-third or 6 lakh votes.
However,non-Jatcandidates,
Bhavya’sgrandfatherBhajanLal
and father Kuldeep, won the
Hisar seat in 2009 and the bypoll
in 2011, respectively, indicating
the consolidation of non-Jat votersandadivideamongJats,ben-

Bhavya Bishnoi, 26, Congress: The grandson
of former chief minister Bhajan Lal, he is the
youngest candidate to have been fielded
from a Haryana seat in this election. An
Oxford graduate, Bhavya makes his poll debut
this time.

TOTAL VOTERS:
n

n

BJP candidate Brijendra Singh campaigning in Hisar city on
Thursday.

n

efitting the Lal clan.
The same argument may not
hold good this time though Jat
candidatesDushyantandBrijendra and INLD’s Suresh Koth, a
Jat farmer activist, are vying for
the community’s votes.
PoliticalpunditssayBJPnominee Brijendra is expected to

make inroads into urban and
non-Jat votes because of the
party’spresenceinurbancentres
and penetration among the nonJat electorate, making it a complex contest.
Dushyant, who has the arduous task of piloting the party’s
campaign across Haryana, does

PARVEEN KUMAR/HT

With 1.46 million followers,
Khattar most buzzing
Haryana politico on Twitter
Neeraj Mohan
n

neeraj.mohan@htlive.com

KARNAL: For a man who lived in

political oblivion before 2014,
beingthemostfollowedHaryana
politico on Twitter is a feat,
indeed! When 64-year-old Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar
madehispoliticaldebutfour-and
-a-half-years ago in assembly
elections from Karnal, he was
new to most people of the
state.
ButafterbecomingtheCM,he
has sprinted far ahead of famous
and left seasoned politicians of
thestatewith1.46million followers on the micro-blogging site.
Moreover,with1,77,000tweetsso
far, Khattar is also the most
active politician of the state on
the social media site.
Next in the list is Randeep
SinghSurjewalaoftheCongress.
Havinganadvantageofbeingthe
national spokesperson of the
Congress, Surjewala is the closest behind Khattar with 8,04,000
followers. Besides them, several
other Congress leaders are garnering attention on the social
mediaincludingindustrialistand
formerMPNaveenJindalwhois
followedby2,76,000people,while
the party’s lone outgoing MP
Deepender Hooda is followed by

CONGRESS’ RANDEEP
SURJEWALA IS CLOSEST
BEHIND CM WITH OVER
8 LAKH FOLLOWERS
2,20,000 people.
SOME LOSING
POPULARITY
On the other hand some leaders
like Kuldeep Bishnoi also losing
thepopularity.InMay2016,Bishnoi, the most followed leader in
Haryana with 1,35,000 followers
was slight ahead of CM Khattar,
but now trails far behind several
other politicians in the state.
Of the cabinet ministers in
Haryana,AnilVij-GabbarSingh
is most followed on Twitter with
2,26,000 followers. Perhaps Vij’s
outburst on the social media site
with controversial tweets over
several issues is cause of his
increasing popularity.
His colleague Captain Abhimanyu is close behind with
1,22,000 followers. Similarly,
HaryanapradeshCongresscommittee president Ashok Tanwar
with 1,15,000 followers is more
popular than his political rival
andformerCMBhupinderSingh
Hooda,whoisfollowedby1,05,000
people. Politicians like Abhay

Chautala of Indian National Lok
Dal, Congress’ Kumari Selja,
Kiran ChoudhryandRajKumar
Saini of LSP, who are famous for
beingcrowdpullersinralliesare
trailingbehindonTwitter.Even,
Abhay with 7,017 followers is far
behind his estranged jailed
brotherAjayChautala,whoisfollowed by 14,500 people.
Womenpoliticiansofthestate
are not as popular on Twitter as
their male counter parts. Surprisingly, general secretary and
in-charge socialmediaofMahila
Congress Chitra Sarwara, is the
most followed woman politician
ofHaryanawith19,800followers.
Chitra is followed by former
minister Savitri Jindal, who is
followed by 18,100 people, while
cabinet minister Kavita Jainhas
15,400 followers and Congress
MLA Renuka Bishnoi has 12,300
followers.
Interestingly, senior women
Congress leaders Kumari Selja
and Kiran Choudhary are far
behind, with 9,982 followers and
4,749 followers respectively.
Similarly, among the young
politicians – Dushyant Chautala
tops with 95,400 followers, followedbyNaveenJaihindofAAP
with 37,400 followers, Digvijay
with14,500followersandBhavya
Bishnoi with 11,300 followers.

16.31 lakh

Female:

7.49 lakh

PHOTOS: KESHAV SINGH/HT

not believe in the caste division
hypothesis.“Idon’tseeanycaste
polarisation. The bigger issue is
how the Congress and the BJP
have fooled the people,” he says
afterameetingatRakhiShahpur
village.
Brijendrasaysthoughthelast
few elections had been fought by

ISSUES THAT MATTER
Brijendra talks about Modi’s
achievements,hisdiplomaticinitiatives and decisiveness. “This
election is about national issues.
Modi’s achievements are a high
point. I’m seeking a positive vote
on the development done by the
BJP in the state and at the Cen-

RAHUL GANDHI
TO CAMPAIGN IN
SIRSA ON MAY 9

In Sangrur, Cong candidate
Dhillon faces tough questions

Hry CM seeks
votes in name of
national security

HT Correspondent

Avtar Singh

KARNAL: With barely a week left
before the state goes to the polls,
chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar has intensified his campaign for Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Karnal candidate Sanjay
Bhatia.
Khattar, who has been campaigning in Karnal, for the past
two days has addressed over 10
public meetings, rallies and
roadshows.
While he hardly speaks about
what he has done for the constituency in the past four-and-a-half
years, his speeches are focussed
on national security, Balakot,
terrorism, surgical strike, Article 370 and the Congress manifesto which promised to amend
the sedition law.
Besides, the CM does not miss
an opportunity to take jibes at
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi.
HTC

n

Congress president Rahul Gandhi and senior leaders during a rally in Gurugram on Saturday.

tre,” he says.
The JJP candidate says his
BJP and Congress counterparts
werenotreadytotalkaboutlocal
issues but his ability to address
mattersofstateinterestinParliament is a winner. “If I’ve fought
for your cause in the last five
years,thenvoteforme.I’venever
shied from resolving your
issues,” says Dushyant.
Bhavya, who released the
manifesto for Hisar, says issues
such as unemployment, farmer
distress, and women rights are
themostpertinent.Oncontesting
the elections, Bhavya says, “My
familyinspiredmebytheirdeeds.
It was a conscious decision. I
wanted to play cricket for the
country. But I realised that if I
become a good cricketer,I would
makeonlyamarginaldifference.
India has a lot of good cricketers
butnotenoughgoodpoliticians.”
Brijendrasaystransformation
from being an officer to a politician was not difficult because he
grew in a political ecosystem.
“But I wanted to establish my
identity first before taking the
plunge,” he says.

polarising voters on caste lines,
theBJP’sentryinHisarthistime
will ensure support from all sections for him. “This is due to the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the working
of the Manohar Lal Khattar-led
BJPgovernmentinthestatethat
has brought transparency in
recruitments,” he says.
Bhavya says it is unfortunate
thatpoliticiansaretalkingabout
caste. “The discourse should be
about progress, education,
employment. My grandfather
and father taught me that if one
has to last long in politics, one
should avoid caste politics. This
election is about people’s issues
and failure of the BJP government,” he says while campaigning at Devigarh Poonia village.

Congress candidate Bhavya Bishnoi at Dani Prem Nagar village in Barwala, Hisar.

RAHUL IN GURUGRAM

n

JJP candidate Dushyant Chautala with his supporters in Narnaund assembly segment in Hisar.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR :Congress president Rahul
Gandhi will be in Sirsa on May 9,
the party’s Sirsa candidate
AshokTanwarsaidonSaturday.
Addressing a gathering in the
constituency, Tanwar said the
Congress is in a strong position
this time and is confident of winning.
Meanwhile, former Kurukshetra MP Naveen Jindal, who
was seeking votes for Ashok
Tanwar, said, “The Prime Minister’s visit to Sirsa shows that the
BJP candidate, Sunita Duggal, is
in a weak position which is why
PM has to seek votes for her.”
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadrawill also
be in the state on May 7 to campaign for the party candidate
Bhavya Bishnoi from Hisar.

n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR: Congress’SangrurcandidateKewalSinghDhillonisfacing tough questions during his
campaigning from people, especially unemployed youth, in the
segment.
OnWednesday,whenDhillon,
accompanied by former Lehra
MLARajinderKaurBhattal,was
holdingapublicmeetingatKotra
Lehal village, teacher eligibility
test (TET) qualified candidates
shot a volley of questions at the
rulingpartyleader,askinghimto
show how many trained youth
have been employed since the
Capt Amarinder Singh government took charge in the state.
“I have completed MA/B.Ed
and cleared TET, but I am still
unemployed.IaskedKewalDhillonwherearethejobs?Hereplied

TET QUALIFIED
CANDIDATES ASK HIM TO
SHOW HOW MANY
TRAINED YOUTH HAVE
BEEN EMPLOYED SINCE
CAPT GOVT TOOK OVER
that the Congress government
hasgivenemploymentto6.5lakh
youths so far. When I asked the
names of villages where these
jobs have been given, he left the
venue,” said Ranjit Singh from
Kotra Lehal village.
“UnemployedyouthofthesegmenthavedecidedtofollowDhillonduringhispollcampaignand
ask him questions relating to
employment anddevelopment,”
he added.
Another resident of the same
village, Randeep Singh, ques-

Male:

8.82 lakh

Transgenders:

8

RESULTS OF LAST THREE LS ELECTIONS:
2014: Dushyant Chautala (INLD) defeated Kuldeep Bishnoi (HJC)
by 31,847 votes
2009: Bhajan Lal (HJC) beat Sampat Singh (INLD) by 6,983 votes
2004: Jai Prakash (Congress) defeated Surender Barwala (INLD)
by 1.82 lakh votes

ASSEMBLY SEGMENTS

Hisar

HARYANA
BJP (4): Prem Lata (Uchana
Kalan), Capt Abhimanyu
(Narnaund), Bishamber Singh
(Bawani Khera), Kamal Gupta
(Hisar)
INLD (3): Ved Narang
Uklana (SC) Uchana kalan
(Barwala), Ranbir Gangwa
(Nalwa), Anoop Dhanak
Hisar
(Uklana)
Adampur
Namaund
Congress (2): Kuldeep
Bishnoi (Adampur), Renuka
Bishnoi (Hansi), the husband,
wife won as HJC candidates
but later switched sides.

tioned Bhattal about developmentworksinhisvillage.“Bhattal claimed she has spent ₹1.18
crore and opened 12 colleges in
the region, but all colleges are in
private hands. There is no development in our village. Youths
seekregularjobsingovernmentrun colleges and schools,” said
Randeep.
OnMondaynighttoo,ayouth,
BahalSinghofBenravillagenear
Dhuri, tried to ask questions to
the Congress candidate but was
stoppedbyhissupporters.Later,
Dhillon left the venue in a huff.
Dhillon, however, said the
youthstryingtotargethiminpoll
meetings are sponsored by his
opponents.“I appreciate discussiononemploymentanddevelopment, but youth backed by my
opponents come in inebriated
state and create ruckus in my
electionmeetings,”saidDhillon.

Barwala
Hisar
Hansi
Nalwa
Bawani
Khera (SC)

POLLDIARY
Rift in BJP to the
fore again
AMRITSAR: When the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) candidate
Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the party election office
for the Amritsar North assembly constituency, former Punjab local bodies minister Anil
Joshi, who is party’s constituency in-charge, was also
present. After the event, Joshi
released a press note. Shortly,
another press statement was
released from the office of BJP
state chief Shwait Malik in
which Joshi’s name was missing, clearly indicating at the
internal rift in the
Amritsar unit of the saffron
party. There have been several
instances of difference of opinion between Joshi and Malik.

Independent
beats BJP in
booking rally site
PATHANKOT: An Independent
candidate contesting from Gurdaspur scored over the BJP by

swipeoftheday

“handiwork” of the Congress
and blamed the administration
for “trying to torpedo” the
rally. DC Ramvir said venues
are booked on ‘first come first
served’ basis.

›

India does not need a Prime
Minister who can wink but a
strong Prime Minister who can
give fitting reply to the enemies of
the country.

Arjun, the
firefighter

JAI RAM THAKUR, HP chief minister

unsolicitedadviceoftheday

›

Parkash Singh Badal, in order to
win the Bathinda seat for his
daughter-in-law, apologised before
the public. If he is apologetic, he and
his family should resign from politics
and settle abroad.
PARAMJIT SINGH SARNA,
SAD (Delhi) chief

booking a site where the saffron party planned to hold a
rally on Sunday in favour of its
nominee Sunny Deol. It was to
be addressed by BJP national
chief Amit Shah. When the BJP

leaders went to book the venue
of the truck union ground here,
they were told that the place
was already booked by independent candidate Qasimdeen.
BJP leaders termed it a

KARNAL : Days after a video of
BJP’s Smriti Irani helping villagers affected by fire in Amethi went viral on social media,
Indian National Lok Dal’s
Kurkshetra candidate Arjun
Chautala also shared his
video showing his solidarity
with fire victims. He was seen
joining firefighting efforts,
when a car caught fire on a
roadsidein Kurukshetra. In the
video, Arjun was seen filling up
a bucket of mud and throwing it
on the burning car.
With this 15-second video,
Arjun also gave a long
description in Hindi on this
twitter handle, “Leaderhone se
pehle main ek insane hu, chahe
kisan ka khet ho ya aam insane
ki car, kisi ke nuksan ka
chup-chap tamasha nahi dekhunga”.

A village of 37
voters in
Himachal
SHIMLA: : Lingar village in
Lahaul-Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh has only 37 voters--20 female and 17 male registered electors.
Lahaul-Spiti district, also
known as cold desert, is part of
the Mandi Lok Sabha constituency in the state, which will go
to polls on May 19.
Another village, Tashigang,
has only 49 voters, including 29
male and 20 female electors.
Situated at an elevation of
15,256 feet above the sea level,
the polling station at Tashigang
is the highest in the country.
District election officer Ashwani Kumar said it was difficult to reach Tashigang a
month ago as it was covered
with snow. Spread over an area
of 13,841 square kilometres,
Lahaul-Spiti district has only
23, 641 people who are eligible
to vote.
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Missing cash: SIT recovers
₹2.11 crore more from 2 ASIs
Navrajdeep Singh
n

navrajdeep.singh@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : In another recovery in
the priest’s missing ₹6.6 crore
case, the special investigation
team (SIT) has recovered ₹2.11
crore from the arrested Punjab
Police assistant sub-inspectors
(ASIs) Rajpreet Singh and Joginder Singh from two different locations in Patiala on Saturday.
Both the ASIs were brought to
Patiala to make recoveries on the
basis their disclosure statements
following their arrest from Kerala on Wednesday. The SIT
recovered ₹2.38 crore on Thursday.
The SIT has so far recovered
₹4.49 crore of total ₹6.6 crore that
went missing after a raid at a residence of Father Anthony
Madasserry at Partappura
village in Jalandhar on
March 29.
The team of Khanna police
conducted the raid and purportedly seized ₹16.65 crore but
showed a recovery of ₹9.66 crore
only. Both the ASIs were part of
raiding team.
A team led by SIT head PK
Sinha, senior superintendent of
police Mandeep Singh Sidhu, AIG
Rakesh Kaushal and inspector
Shaminder Singh camped in

shortstories
TEWARI VIDEO CLIP:
BJP MAN SENT TO
JUDICIAL CUSTODY
RUPNAGAR : A local court sent BJP
Rupnagar district VP Naresh
Chawla to judicial custody till May
17. Chawla was held for allegedly
posting objectionable video clip of
Congress’Manish Tewari and his
family on social media. Tewari had
alleged that the video claimed his
father late Prof VN Tewari was
involved in anti-Sikh riots in Delhi
and petrol was supplied from his
filling station to burn Sikhs. HTC

Ferozepur gets new
judicial court complex
FEROZEPUR: Chief justice of
Punjab and Haryana HC justice
Krishan Murari inaugurated the
new judicial court complex in
Ferozepur on Saturday. Justice
Murari said that at the new
complex special attention had
been paid for facilities to the
HTC
advocates and court staff.

BOTH THE OFFICERS
WERE BROUGHT TO
PATIALA TO MAKE THE
RECOVERIES; ₹2.38 CR
WAS RECOVERED
Patiala and conducted raids on
the locations disclosed by the
both the accused during their
interrogation.
Sinha said ₹1.10 crore was
recovered on the disclosure of
Joginder Singh from a vacant
plot in Balbir Colony. “The plot is
situated near the residence of the
accused ASI, who had buried
amount stacked in polythene bag
in plot near Chaura village,”
Sinha said.
He said ₹1 crore was recovered
on the deposition of Rajpreet
Singh from his house situated at
New Mahindra Colony in Gha
lori Gate area of Patiala.
“We have recovered the cash
stacked in empty paint container
in one of the rooms rented
to migrant labourers,” Sinha
said.
Besides, ₹1.5 lakh was recovered from Gurpreet Singh of
Uttarakhand on Friday.
Patiala SSP Mandeep Singh
Sidhu said the accused were

taken to the recovery spots in
presence of duty magistrate.
“The cash counting machine was
brought at the spot and the
money was sealed in packets at
the recovery point,” Sidhu said.
The SSP said a couple having
immigration
business
approached police district headquarters and handed over ₹2 lakh
being given by ASI Rajpreet to
them for his wife’s IELTS coaching and immigration purposes.
SIT CONFUSED OVER
MISSING AMOUNT
SIT head PK Sinha said there is
confusion over actual missing
amount as the SIT is conducting
investigation on the basis of complaint registered by Anthony.
“Even I do not have clarity about
amount embezzled after the raid.
Anthony has not submitted any
financial statement to support his
claims of missing ₹6.6 crore,”
Sinha said. He said that a separate team of Jalandhar police
commissionerate is conducting
investigation into financial matters of Anthony.
“The accused ASIs are in
police custody for another three
days and we have recovered sum
of ₹4.49 crore on their deposition.
Efforts are on to recover more
cash, if any,” he said.

Woman held for killing
2 minor daughters
with paramour’s help
SANGRUR : A 40-year-old woman
was arrested for allegedly killing
her two minor daughters with the
help of her paramour on Saturday. The paramour is absconding. The duo was booked on charges of murder and causing disappearance of evidence.
The accused were identified as
Pooja, a resident of Narwana in
Haryana, and Ajay of Sunam. In
her complaint, girls’ aunt Gindro,
said her brother had died oneand-a-half month ago and her sister-in-law- Pooja developed illicit
relations with Ajay.
The deceased were identified
as Rekha, 10, Seema, 8, who were
staying with their mother in
Sunam. “On May 1, Ajay and
Pooja were seen going towards

Sunam railway station with the
two girls at 7 am. Later, they murdered the girls and dumped their
bodies in Lehra canal” she added.
The bodies of the victims were
recovered from Alisher village of
Sangrur and Boha town of Mansa
on May 2.
“Pooja wanted to marry Ajay.
She plotted the murder of her
daughters to get rid of them. The
raids are being conducted to nab
her paramour,” said Lehra police
station in-charge Gurnam Singh.
The accused have been booked
under sections 302 (murder), 201
(causing disappearance of evidence) and 34 (acts done by several persons in furtherance of
common intention) of the IPC at
HTC
Lehra police station.

Resign and re-contest: SAD to Sandoa
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Former minister
and Akali Dal leader Daljit Singh
Cheema has challenged Rupnagar AAP legislator Amarjit
Singh Sandoa to resign from the
Vidhan Sabha and re-contest to
test his popularity.
Reacting to Sandoa joining the
Congress, Cheema said the MLA

had betrayed the electorate of
Rupnagar which had chosen him
as their representative on the
AAP ticket.
“It seems Sandoa has sold
himself to the Congress to fulfil
his vested interests as well as
save his skin in various cases.
However, by doing so he has
insulted the people who voted
him to power. He should resign
immediately and contest on Con-

gress ticket. The manner in
which the Congress has latched
on to a discredited leader spoke
volumes about the Congress
which is facing the ire of people
over reneged on its promises the
party has chosen to indict Sandoa to hide its failures. Such tactics won’t succeed and the people
will also take the Congress party
to task for indulging in horse
trading of elected members.
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election2019
CampaigningforLadakh,
AnantnagseatsendsinJ&K
NOT TAKING CHANCES Many people with adverse police records detained in
Pulwama and Shopian districts to ensure peaceful voting on Monday
Mir Ehsan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Campaigning came to
an end on Saturday in Ladakh
LokSabhaconstituencyandPulwama and Shopian districts of
Anantnag seat in Jammu and
Kashmir.
Officials said 6,97,148 electoratewillexercisetheirfranchiseat
1254 polling stations in Ladakh
and the two south Kashmir districts on Monday.
The Ladakh Lok Sabha seat,
spread over Leh and Kargil districts,has1,74,618electorate.Rigzin Spalbar of the Congress,
JamyangTseringNamgyalofthe
BJP and two independents--Asgar Ali Karbalai and Sajjad Hussain--are in the fray for the seat.

6,97,148 ELECTORATE TO
VOTE AT 1,254 POLLING
STATIONS IN LADAKH
AND THE TWO SOUTH
KASHMIR DISTRICTS
On Saturday, Kargili, who is
being supported by the National
Conference,PeoplesDemocratic
Party PDP and the Anjuman
JamiatulIslamianSchool--apowerful religious body -- held a big
showofstrengthinKargilbefore
the campaign came to an end.
Meanwhile, in Pulwama and
Shopian district, many youths
withadversepolicerecordswere
detained on Saturday. Officials
saidtheywantedpeacefulvoting

in the final round of three-phase
election in Anantnag constituency.OnFriday,threemilitants,
includingLateefTiger,anassociate of dead Hizbul commander
Burhan Wani, were killed in an
encounter in Shopian district.
A senior police officer said
many people with adverse police
records had been detained in
Shopian and Pulwama districts.
“Wewantpeacefulatmosphereon
the polling day,” the officer said.
They would be released after the
endofpolling,headded.Leadersof
politicalpartiesareapprehensive
oflowpollingturnoutasShopian
and Pulwama are militancy-infesteddistrictswheretheelection
campaignremainedmuted.
The polling in Anantnag Lok
Sabha seat is being held in three

phasesduetosecurityreasons.In
thefirstphase,13.63%pollingwas
recordedinAnantnagdistrict.In
the second phase, 10.32% voters
exercised their franchise in Kulgam district.
Shopian and Pulwama districts, spread over six assembly
segments of Tral, Pampore, Pulwama,Rajpora,WachiandShopian,have5.22lakhregisteredvoters and 695 polling stations. All
the polling booths have been
declared hypersensitive.
These districts are crucial for
Peoples Democratic Party
presidentMehboobaMufti,more
so because the turnout was very
low in the first two rounds of voting.
Apart from Mehbooba, 17
more candidates are in the fray.

COURSE CORRECTION

n

Election commission employees removing posters and banners of the Bharatiya Janata Party, which were put up without permission,
DEEPAK SANSTA/HT
at Kasumpti in Shimla on Saturday.

Modi, Amit Shah, Priyanka
to spice up HP poll campaign
Gaurav Bisht
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA: : Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi and All India Congress
CommitteepresidentRahulGandhi will address two election rallieseachandBJPpresidentAmit
ShahthreeinHimachalPradesh,
where polling for all four Lok
Sabha seats will be held on May
19.
The Congress is also planning
toholdroadshowsofitsstarcampaignerPriyankaGandhiVadra
to woo voters in the
state. Modi will address a public
meeting in Mandi on May 10 in
support of sitting MP Ram Swaroop Sharma, who is pitted
against former Union minister
Sukh Ram’s grandson Aashray
Sharma.
AashraySharma,sonofBharatiyaJanataPartylegislatorAnil
Sharma, had sought ticket from
the saffron party.
Afterdenialhe,alongwithhis
grandfather, rejoined the Con-

gress.SukhRam,whoholdssway
in the region, is leaving no stone
unturned to ensure his grandson’s victory.
Thakur hadbackedthecandidatureofRamSwaroopevenasa
section of the Bharatiya Janata
Partyhadopposedhisrenomination.TheBharatiyaJanataParty
has put all its might in Mandi,
which has highest 17 candidates
in the fray.
MODI TO SEEK VOTES
FOR SURESH KASHYAP
IN SOLAN
The Prime Minister, who has
travelled across the length and
breadth of Himachal Pradesh
when he was the BJP in-charge
forthestate,willaddressanother
rallyatSolan,whichispartofthe
Shimla LokSabhaconstituency,
on May 13.
At Solan, Modi will seek votes
for BJP candidate Suresh
Kashyap, who is trying his luck
against Col (retd) Dhani Ram
Shandil of the Congress.

Shah will address rallies at
Chamba,BilaspurandNahanon
May 12.
TheCongresshasplannedralliesofRahulGandhiatSolanand
Chamba but the dates are yet to
be finalised. “We are finalising
the dates and will announce the
schedule of rallies soon,” said
party’s general secretary Rajneesh Kimta. “We have also
planned roadshows of Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra. We will finalise
the dates soon,” he said.
Other than Modi and Shah,
Union ministers Rajnath Singh,
NirmalaSitharamanandMukhtarAbbasNaqviwouldcampaign
for the BJP.
The Congress list of star campaignersincludesSoniaGandhi,
NavjotSinghSidhu,Punjabchief
minister Captain Amarinder
Singh, Himachal Pradesh CongressCommittee’spresidentKuldeep Singh Rathore, Anand
Sharma, former chief minister
Virbhadra Singh and Ghulam
Nabi Azad.

AGNIHOTRI WILL
LOSE THE STATUS
OF LOP AFTER
ELECTION: BJP

DHARAMSHALA :The state Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Saturday took a swipe at the Congress
Legislative Party (CLP) leader
Mukesh Agnihotri saying that
he will lose the status of leader
of opposition (LoP) after the Lok
Sabha election.
While addressing a press conference here, BJP's election
committee member Sanjay
Sharma said that the government granted Agnihotri the status of LoP despite the Congress
lacking the required number of
legislators in the state assembly.
“It is not a privilege.The government will definitely reconsider the decision,” Sharma
said in response to Agnihotri's
recent statements that it will be
tough for chief minister Jai
Ram Thakur to save his chair
after the election as the BJP will
win all four seats in Himachal
Pradesh.
HTC

‘BJP hiding its
failures behind
bravery of soldiers’

‘Cong nominees in fray under
pressure from high command’

JAIPUR: RajasthanCongresspresident Sachin Pilot hit out at the
BJP saying that there been constantincreaseinNaxalite,terrorist and other attacks on forces,
but instead of doing self-evaluation they are hiding their fiveyear failures behind the bravery
of the soldiers.
“After demonetisation, various claims were made that
Naxalite attacks, terrorist and
separatist attacks will get over,
but everybody knows that 16
jawans were killed in recent
attack in Gadchiroli district, a
BJP MLA in Chhattisgarh was
killed in Maoist attack. Firing is
constantly increasing on Line of
Control.Thosewhoaresittingin
power in Delhi should evaluate
the claims made by them,” said
Pilot, while addressing a
press conference at the state
CongressheadquartersinJaipur
on Saturday.
HTC

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : Himachal Pradesh chief
minster Jai Ram Thakur on SaturdaysaidCongressleaderswere
not willing to contest the Lok
Sabha elections and had entered
thefrayunderpressure fromthe
party high command.
Addressingapublicmeetingat
SarahaninSirmaurdistrict,Thakur said the dream of opposition
party leaders to become the
prime minister would not be fulfilled because the people of the
country had already decided to
give Narendra Modi another
chance.
Despite ruling the country for
over five decades, the Congress
party was not been able to
strengthentheimageofthecountry.
Targeting the Congress, the
chief minister said the party

n

Jai Ram Thakur

wanted to strengthen anti-nationalforces.TheCongressmanifesto had promised amendment
to the Armed Forces (Special
Powers)Act,whichwouldcurtail
the powers of defence forces, he
said. The party had also
announced that Section 124 A of
the Indian Penal Code, which
defines sedition, would be abolished, Thakur added.
CriticisingCongresscandidate

fromShimla,DhaniramShandil,
Thakursaidtheformerarmyofficer had joined the party which
was seeking proof of the army’s
action against terrorists.
Praising Prime Minister Narendra Modi as “an efficient and
strong leader”, Thakur said he
would again form the government at the Centre.
“The state BJP government is
committedtotheoveralldevelopmentofSirmaurdistrictandBJP
candidate Suresh Kashyap has
made every possible effort to fulfilltheaspirationsofthepeople,”
he added.
Heurgedthepeopletosupport
the BJP so that the pace of development could be maintained.
MP Virender Kashyap, MLA
SukhramChaudhary,BJPcandidate Suresh Kashyap, and party
leader Baldev Bhandari were
among those present on the
occasion.

Virbhadra campaigns for Aashray, takes a jibe at Ram Swaroop PM Modi harping on
Both Ram Swaroop
and PM Narendra
Pulwama, Balakot to
Modi have done nothing in
their five-year term and
hide failures: Omar
now both of them are
A N A N T N A G R A L LY

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MANDI:FormerchiefministerVir-

bhadraSinghonSaturdayasked
people to vote in favour of the
Congress candidate from Mandi
parliamentary constituency
AashraySharmaandforfeitelection fee of the Bharatiya Janata
Party(BJP)candidate Ram Swaroop Sharma.
While addressing a rally at
Ladrunhi village of Jogindernagar sub-division area in Mandi
district, Singh said, “ Instead of
sending a useless person like
RamSwaroopSharmatotheparliament, who remained the
Mandi MP for five years but did
nothing, the country needs to
sendyouthlikeAashray,whoare
deserving.”
Jogindernagarsub-divisionis
home constituency of Ram Swaroop Sharma.
He said, “Why does Ram Swaroop not count on achievements
ofhisfive-yeartermastheMandi

›

seeking votes in the name
of religion, caste
and the army.
VIRBHADRA SINGH, former CM

MPandaskforthevote,insteadof
praising Jai Ram Thakur and
seeking votes in his name.
“Neither MP Ram Swaroop
norPMModihavedoneanything
in their five-year term and now
both of them are seeking votes in
thenameofreligion,casteandthe
army,” he added.
Singhsaidthathisblessings
are with Congress candidate
Aashray Sharma. He added that
though his father Anil Sharma

and grandfather former Union
telecom minister Pandit Sukh
Ram have committed mistakes
butone shouldnot blame theson
for his father’s follies.
Virbhadra Singh and Sukh
Ram, who were known for bitter
political rivalry over years, buried the hatchet and hugged each
other at a rally held in Mandi on
April 25, after Aashray Sharma
filed the nomination papers as
Congress candidate. Since then,
Virbhadra Singh has been campaigning for Aashray.
SinghalsolashedoutattheCM
saying thatthe law and order situation has declined in the state
these days while Jai Ram is busy
campaigning for Ram Swaroop
Sharma. “Anyone can spot the
signs of desperation of losing the
Lok Sabha election on Jai Ram’s
face.Theseelectionsareacidtest
of his career and he fears losing
theleadershipandportfolioofthe
CM. Unfortunately it is going to
happenafterthreeweeks,”Singh
said.

n

Former chief minister Virbhadra Singh with Congress candidate Aashray Sharma during the election
campaign at Jogindernagar in Mandi district on Saturday.
BIRBAL SHARMA/HT

PULWAMA: National Conference
leaderOmar AbdullahSaturday
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was harping on the
Pulwama terror attack and
subsequent air strikes in Pakistan’s Balakot to hide his
failures on economic front, job
creationandalleviatingagrarian
distress.
He saidwhileKashmirwas no
more an election issue in Pakistan, it was PM Modi who
focussed his election campaign
on the situation in the valley.
“There was a time when J&K
used to dominate elections in
Pakistan but now it is PM Modi
who is going to town with J&K in
the election campaign.
“Theprimeminister is raking

up Balakot and Pulwama terror
attack to hide his government’s
failures on economic front,
employment generation and the
agrariandistressinthecountry,”
Abdullah told reporters after
addressing an election rally in
this militancy-infested town in
Anantnag Lok Sabha seat.
Addressing the rally, AbdullahsaidtheelectioninAnantnag
seat was “unique” as the polling
in one constituency was being
held in three phases. “First time
I have seen that some of the leaders decided to quit campaigning
four days before the close of official campaign period,” he said in
anapparentreferencetoPeoples
Democratic Party president
PTI
Mehbooba Mufti.

HTREGION

‘No evidence of Lanka bombers
getting trained in Kashmir’
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Reacting sharply to Sri

LankanArmychiefMaheshSenanayake’sstatementthatsomeof
the 12 suicide bombers who carriedouttheEasterSundaybombings were trained in Kashmir, a
top intelligence officer here said
that there was no input to prove
the claim.
Speaking to news agency
IANS, the officer, who did not
wishtobenamed,said:“Wehave
no such information. The Sri
Lankan intelligencehas notsent
usanyinputonthissothatwecan
work on those links.
“Asfarasourinformationand
inputs are concerned, there is
nothing to prove that any of the
suicide bombers involved in the
attacks in Sri Lanka had visited
Kashmir in connection with any
subversiveactivityorforobtaining terror training.”
Backing the officer’s statement, a Union Home Ministry
official said, “Sri Lanka hasn’t

›

Sri Lanka hasn’t
shared any such
information. Sri Lankan
security agencies have
themselves ruled out this
possibility after
investigation.
Union home ministry official

shared any such information
with us. More importantly, Sri
Lankan security agencies have
themselves ruled out this possibility after investigation.”
There have been instances in
the past when foreign militants,
other than those belonging to
Pakistan,gotinvolvedinmilitant
activities in Kashmir.
Militants from Afghanistan,
Sudan and even Chechnya have
beenkilledbythesecurityforces
in Kashmir in the last 32 years.
However,therehavebeennomilitancy-related incidents proving

the involvement of Sri Lankan
militants here.
The chief of Sri Lanka’s army
said some of the people who carried out the April 21 serial bombings in his country had travelled
to regions such as Kashmir and
KeralainIndiatopossiblybepart
of terrorism training activities,
according to an interview with
theBBCpublishedonlineFriday.
The comments by Lieutenant
General Mahesh Senanayke is
thefirstconfirmationbyasenior
security official in either of the
countriesoftheterroristshaving
travelled to India, a link that
Indian security agencies have
been pursuing.
“They had gone to India, travellingtoBangalore,Kashmirand
Keralastate,(accordingto)information available with us,” Senanayke said.
Asked if he was aware of the
purposeofthosevisits,hereplied:
“Itwouldhavebeenforsomesort
of a training or to establish links
withotherorganisationsoutside
the country”.

Woman, daughter
commit suicide in
Kaithal village, 3
in-laws booked

KARNAL:Awomanandherdaugh-

ter allegedly committed suicide
by consuming a poisonous substancein KharakPandva village
of Kaithal district on Saturday.
They have been identified
Saroj Rani, 42, and her daughter
Manisha, 20. The woman’s
18-year-old son was not at home
at the time of the incident.
Policesaypreliminaryinvestigation suggests that Saroj was
being harassed by her
in-laws.HerbrotherAjmerSingh
told the police that she got married to Shamsher of Kharak
Pandvaabout23yearsago.Afew
years later, her husband died in
an accident. After his death,
Saroj’s brother-in-law and his
sons started harassing her for
property. Unable to bear the illtreatment,shecommittedsuicide
with her daughter, he alleged.
Case registered against three
of her in-laws under Section 306
(abetment of suicide) of IPC.HTC

GURUGRAM SCHOOL MURDER

CBI recommends shifting
juvenile accused to Karnal
Leena Dhankhar
n

leena.dhankhar@hindustantimes.com

GURUGRAM: TheCentralBureauof

Investigation(CBI)filedaneightpage reply in a city court on Saturday recommending that the
teenager accused of killing an
eight-year-old boy inside a private school in Bhondsi in 2017
should be shifted from an observation home in Faridabad to an
institution in Karnal as he had
turned 18. The CBI said, in its
reply sought by the court in an
earlier hearing, that he should
not be given special treatment.
The next hearing in the matter is
scheduled on May 7.
The accused turned 18 last
month,followingwhichtheJuvenile Justice Board (JJB) ordered
that he be shifted to Place of
Safety, an institution for boys
accused of heinous crimes, in
Karnal. The order was challenged by the teenager’s father

whofiledapetitioninthecourton
April 11, seeking that the boy be
allowed to stay in Faridabad.
“The safety and security of
inmatesattheplaceofsafetycannot be questioned by a juvenile
withoutvisitingtheplace.Itisthe
duty of the state to provide all
facilitiestoinmatesundertheact
wherever he or she is kept,
whether it is the observation
home or the place of safety. Not
only the appellant, but several
other juveniles in conflict with
the law have been shifted to the
same place of safety without any
prejudice.Alltheapprehensionis
based on surmise and conjecture,” the CBI reply stated.
AmitJindal,publicprosecutor
oftheCBI,saidthejuvenileinthis
case had now become adult and
hence the place of residence had
to be decided as per provisions of
the Juvenile Justice Act, which
statethatinmatesabove18years
ofagehavetobeshiftedtospecial

homes.“Theobservationhomeis
meantforminorsonlyandadults
cannot be kept with minors. In
thepresentcase,thejuvenilehas
attained the age of maturity and
in no condition can he be kept
there.Thedistanceisnogrounds
fornotshiftinghimtoKarnal.No
special treatment can be
extended to a single juvenile,’ he
submitted in the reply.
The father of the accused, in
hispetition,hadrequestedthatif,
duringinquiry,it was foundthat
aninmatehailedfromaplaceoutside a certain jurisdiction, the
boardmembers,inthebestinterest of the inmate and after due
consultationwiththecommittee,
couldshifttheinmatetohishome
district.Theprincipalmagistrate
of the Juvenile Justice Board,
MangleshKumarChoubey,had,
on April 11, passed an order to
shift the inmate to the Place of
Safety at Madhuban in Karnal
after he turned 18 on April 3.

Two dead, one
hurt in accident in
Pauri Garhwal
DEHRADUN: Two persons were

killedwhile anotherwas injured
after the tractor on which they
were travelling, plunged from a
hillyroadontoanotherabout100
metre below on Saturday afternoon in Pauri Garhwal district,
police said.
According to the revenue
police under whose control the
areafalls, theincidenthappened
on Maklori-Umrasu Road about
40kmfromdistrictheadquarters.
The deceased were identified as
Pramod Singh, 32, who was driving, and Sitab Singh Lingwal, 45.
Theinjuredwasidentifiedasone
Anoop, 38.
“The driver lost control over
thetractorcausingittorolldown
theroad.Twoofthemdiedonthe
spot. The injured was rushed to
the district hospital in an ambulance called by passers-by,” said
nayabtehsildar,Pauri Garhwal,
Rampal Singh Rawat. “After
recovering the two bodies, they
were sent for post-mortem. A
probe is on,” he added.
HTC
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Mehbooba appeals to Centre
for ceasefire during Ramzan
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Former Jammu and

Kashmir chief minister and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
president Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday appealed to the central government to announce a
ceasefire and stop crackdown
and search operations during
Ramzan, which starts from next
week.
Mehbooba also urged militants to stop their attacks on
security forces during the holy
month so that people of Kashmir
can hold peaceful prayers
throughout the month.
Last year, the Union home
ministry had announced ceasefire in Kashmir ahead of Ramzan, however, the month witnessed spike in militant attacks.
Despite requests from the then
chief minister Mehbooba Mufti,
who was also heading the Peoples Democratic Party-Bharatiya Janata Party coalition government, search operations
against militants were resumed
soon after the Ramzan ended as
the Centre refused to extend the
ceasefire.
While addressing mediaper-

n

Peoples Democratic Party president Mehbooba Mufti at a press
WASEEM ANDRABI/HT
conference in Srinagar on Saturday.

sons
here,
Mehbooba
said,“Ramadan is approaching.
People pray day and night and
go to mosques.
I would like to appeal to the
government of India that just
like a ceasefire was put in place
during Ramazan last year,
crackdowns and search operations should be stopped, so that
people of Jammu and Kashmir

spend at least this one month in
relief.”
“I would also like to appeal to
the militants that Ramazan is a
month of worship and prayers.
They should not make any
attacks during this time,” she
added.
“This time people are facing
lot of troubles and hardships. At
places where there should have

been a single checking point,
several checking points have
been setup. The life of Kashmiri
people has been made hell by the
government.’’ she said.
Mehbooba said if the government wants to keep Kashmir,
then they should give due
respect to the people.
“The government should consider the feelings of people of
Kashmir and announce ceasefire. Modi ji has always been
repeating that he believes in ideology and follows ‘insaniyat’
and democracy of Vajpayee ji.
For the testimony, the government of India should announce
ceasefire,’’ she said.
Criticising the NDA government, Mehbooba said that they
have made “Jammu and Kashmir a ‘jung ka akhada’, where
the Centre is at war with its own
people.”“Whether its ban on
Jamaat-e-Islami, JKLF, stopping cross LoC trade on Srinagar-Muzuffarabad road and the
closure of national highway for
two days. The government of
India wants to break the backbone of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir in the garb of militancy. They want to completely
end our economy,” she said.

n

Pakistani wives of Kashmiri ex-militants addressing a press
conference in Srinagar on Saturday.

HT PHOTO

Pak wives of former
Kashmir militants
seek travel documents
SRINAGAR: Pakistani wives of

former Kashmiri militants, who
returned to the Valley under the
Jammu and Kashmir government’s rehabilitation policy, on
Saturday asked the government
of India to provide them with an
Indian citizenship or deport them
to Pakistan.
While addressing a press conference here, scores of these
women who came with their surrendered militant husbands said
they are married to Kashmiri
men and Indian citizenship is
their genuine right.
They requested external
affairs minister Sushma Swaraj

and J&K governor Satya Pal
Malik to help them get the necessary travel documents.
“For us this place has become
like a jail. We should be given
travel documents or citizenship,’’
they said. “We appeal to Prime
Minister of India and Pakistan to
resolve our issues. When we
came here 9 years ago we were
promised that travel permits will
be provided to us to meet our relatives in Pakistan but no document has been given to us till
now,’’ the women said, adding
that they should be allowed to
travel in the bus that runs from
Srinagar to Muzaffarabad. HTC
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election2019
Bitterverbalwarraisesheat
POLL PITCH Cong chief attacks BJP on 1999 Masood Azhar release; PM says Oppn blaming EVM to cover up losses

Rahul attacks EC, says forces Modi says SP chief
not PM’s personal property ‘cheating’ Mayawati
HT Correspondents
HT Correspondent
n

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

letters@hindustantimes.com

PRATAPGARH/CHAMPARAN: Prime
NEW DELHI:Congress chief Rahul

Gandhi took a swipe at the Bharatiya Janata Party’s electoral
plank of nationalism on Saturday, saying the defence forces
were not Prime Minister NarendraModi’spersonalpropertyand
criticising the saffron party for
releasing Jaish-e-Mohammed
founder Masood Azhar when an
Indian Airlines plane was
hijackedtoKandaharinAfghanistan in 1999.
“The army, air force or navy
are not the personal property of
Narendra Modi. When he says
that surgical strikes during the
UPA [United Progressive Alliance] were done in video games
then he is not insulting the Congressbutthe Indianarmy. Wedo
not politicise the India army,”
said Gandhi in Delhi.
Thecommentcameadayafter
Modi said the surgical strikes
conductedduringtheUPAtenure
–the Congresshasclaimed there
weresix—wereonlyonpaperor
in a video game.
Gandhi also said the Election
Commissionwason“thestraight
line”when it cametocomplaints
from the BJP, but was “completely biased” when it came to
Opposition complaints.
The EC cleared Modi of any
wrongdoinginsixcasesofalleged
poll code violation and BJP chief
Amit Shah in two. Gandhi himself has been cleared in one case.
The EC did not immediately
respond to Gandhi’s charge.

n

Congress chief Rahul Gandhi in Amethi on Saturday.

The48-year-oldCongesspresident also criticised Modi for taking credit for the United Nations
Security Council designating
Masood Azhar a global terrorist
earlier this week. “Who had sent
him (Azhar) to Pakistan? He is
being designated, but who sent
him there in the first place? Did
the Congress party do it? Who
bowed in front of terrorism,” he
asked.
On the question of contempt
proceedings against him in the
Supreme Court, Gandhi said he
had apologised to the court for
attributinghis“ChowkidarChor
Hai” (The watchman is the thief)
slogan to the top court.
He also attacked the government’s policies on institutions.
“The working style of Modi, the
ruling BJP and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh is to put
pressure on institutions. This is

PTI

evident everywhere — SC, EC,
PlanningCommission,RBI.That
is their approach. We do not
expectthe EC will notbe affected
by that pressure. But the EC has
to commit to its responsibility.
Allthisinstitutionalcapturethat
is taking place and all the negative effects of it will have consequences. We are not going to
allow Indian institutions to be
disturbed, controlled, crushed
and anybody who colludes, anybodywhofallstothispressure,is
committing a crime,” he said.
Responding to Gandhi, BJP
nationalspokespersonGVLNarasimha Rao said the Congress
chief was staring at “a political
eclipse” and was showing false
bravado. “The Congress and its
lifesupportsystemisfightingfor
itssurvivalinthiselection.Their
last bastion in Amethi is also
crumbling,” said Rao.

Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday accused the Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav of
cheating alliancepartner,Bahujan Samaj Party chief, Maywati
byfalselypromisingherthePM’s
chair and benefitting from her
party’s vote bank.
“After realizing the SP-Congress game, Mayawati has been
openly criticizing the Congress
whileAkhileshpreferstoremain
silent.Congressleadersareeven
attending SP rallies,” he said,
whileaddressinganelectionrally
in Pratapgarh, Uttar Pradesh.
Modi said the opposition was
not able to accept the mandate
given by people to the BJP in last
fourphasesofpolling.“Desperate
opposition is now trying everything up their sleeves to keep
Modi out of power,” said the PM.
Calling the SP-BSP-RLD alliancein thestate‘Mahamilavati’,
the PM said there were five risks
associatedwithsuchanalliance.
These, he said, included corruption,instability,casteism,dynastic rule and misgovernance.
Reacting to his comments, SP
spokesperson Abdul Hafiz Gandhisaid,“PMModishouldworry
abouthisallianceofmorethan40
parties. He should worry about
NitinGadkariwhoisemergingas
a strong contender to dislodge
him with the support of RSS.”
ThePrimeMinisteralsotooka
dig at Congress president Rahul
Gandhi. “The naamdar had
recentlyacceptedthathismotive

›

SP, BSP and Cong
have been affected by
a bad habit, they consider a
human being just a number

The hot seats of 2019
Lok Sabha polls Phase 5
The fifth phase of the seven-phase general elections will take place on
May 6 to choose 51 members of the Lok Sabha across seven states. A
look at some of the key contests:

UTTAR PRADESH
DHAURAHRA
n IN

THE RING: Rekha Verma (BJP), Jitin Prasada
(Congress), Arshad Siddiqui (BSP)

n

NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

wastomalignmyimagebyharping on false issues,” he said.
“SP, BSP and the Congress
havebeenaffectedby a badhabit
thattheyconsiderevenahuman
being just a number,” Modi said.
At another rally in West
ChamparandistrictofBihar, the
PM said the Congress was cheating the people of the country.
Claiming the Congress-led
Opposition in Bihar was staring
atadefeat,thePMsaid“theopposition isseekingexcuses tocover
up the same like a batsman who
blames the umpire upon being
clean bowled”.
“They began with hurling
abuses at Modi. When they realized it was not paying electoral
dividendstheychangedtackand
started complaining about
EVMs. After four phases, they
became flustered and started
pointing fingers at the Election
Commission,” Modi said.
Senior Congress leader Pramod Tiwari said the PM had lost
control over himself expecting
defeatintheelection.“InPratapgarh, the PM sought vote for cup
plate symbol though the candidate was contesting the election
on BJP’s election symbol. Later
he corrected himself...,” he said.
(With PTI inputs)

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The Election Commisn

PJ Kurien

Kurien slams critics
within Congress for
translation goof-up
during Rahul speech
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former Rajya Sabha

deputy chairperson PJ Kurien
has blamed his detractors in the
Congress for the goof-ups in
translating party chief Rahul
Gandhi’s election speech at
Pathanamthitta in Kerala on
April 16.
In a letter to Gandhi on May 1,
a copy of which is with HT,
Kurienallegedthefeedbackmonitor that enables a translator to
hear the speech was removed
fromthestagebysomeonewithin
theparty,anddemandedapolice
orapartyinquiryintothematter.
“The problem in Pathanamthitta was that I could not properly hear your speech since the
feedbackmonitorwasnotplaced
on the stage,” he wrote in the
letter.
“Thequestionarisesastowho
removed the feedback monitor
fromthestageorwhoisresponsible for not placing it on stage. It
could be the handiwork of my
detractors in the party.”
After the rally, a video showing Kurien unable to hear Gandhi, who had to repeat himself to
Kurien,surfacedonsocialmedia,
and was widely shared by politicalrivalsmockingthe Congress.
Kurien also mentioned in the
letter that he has translated
speeches of United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) chairperson
SoniaGandhiatPathanamthitta
andformerPrimeMinisterManmohan Singh at Kottayam withoutanydifficulty,andcitedsimilarproblemsfacedbyatranslator
JyothiVijayakumar andlegislator VD Satheesan in translating
thepartychief’sspeechesinThiruvananthapuram and Kochi
respectively.
The former Rajya Sabha deputychairpersonurgedGandhito
order a probe into the entire
matter.
“It is my request that you may
direct KPCC (Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee) president
to get the matter enquired
through our party machinery or
ifnecessary by the policedepartment,” Kurien said.
Kerala Congress spokesperson Pandalam Sudhakaran dismissed any sabotage on the part
of the state unit. “There was no
such issue,” he said.

sionclearedPrimeMinisterNarendra Modi on Saturday of any
wrongdoinginacomplaintbythe
Congress of violating the model
codeofconductinspeechesmade
in Gujarat’s Patan earlier this
month.
With this, the poll watchdog
has cleared the PM in sixcasesof
alleged violation of the model
code of conduct. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) chief Amit Shah
hasbeenclearedintwocasesand
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi in
one case.
In the rally, PM Modi had, in a
reference to the capture of an
IndianairforcepilotbyPakistan
after a dogfight, said, “We held a
press conference and warned
Pakistan that if anything happened to our pilot, you will keep
tellingtheworldwhatModididto
you. A senior American official
said on the second day that Modi
has kept 12 missiles ready and
might attack. Pakistan soon

n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Bihar CM Nitish Kumar and LJP
PTI
chief Ram Vilas Paswan at a rally in Bihar on Saturday.

announcedthereturnof Abhinandan, or else it was going to be a
‘qatal kiraat’(night ofmurder).”
TheCongresshadallegedthat
the speech violated the model
code. But the EC disagreed.
“The matter has been examined in detail in accordance with
theextantadvisories,provisions
of the model code of conduct.
After examination, commission
is of the view that in this matter
no such violation,” a statement

by the EC read
The poll watchdog has now
addressed eight of the 11 complaints of model code violation
pending before it.
TheSupreme Courthadgiven
the EC time till May 6 to dispose
offallthecomplaintswhile listening to a petition by Congress
MP Sushmita Dev, who had
accusedthepollbodyofinaction.
The EC gave clean chit to PM
Modi in six instances — for his

speeches in Wardha, where he
referredtoWayanad(fromwhere
Gandhi is contesting along with
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh) as a
place where the “minority is
majority”, in Latur where he
asked young people to dedicate
theirvotetoBalakot(areference
to the air strikes on terror bases
inPakistan),inBarmerwherehe
said that India was not preserving its nuclear arsenal for use on
Diwali,inVaranasiwherehesaid
42 terrorists had been killed to
avengethedeathof40troopersin
Pulwama and in Nanded, where
he dubbed the Congress a “sinking Titanic”.
Reactingtotheclearance,Congress spokesperson Pranav Jha
said,“ThePMinvokesminorities
and majorities making obvious
references to religions in the
courseofcampaigns.Herefersto
Armed Forces as his forces, in a
manner in which they are a
zamindar’smercenaries.Thelist
is endless…Yet,we leave it to the
conscienceof theEC whenvalidity is concerned. We wouldn’t
demean constitutional bodies.”

Case filed against
Yechury for ‘hurting
Hindu sentiments’

Hitender Rao

HT Correspondent

n

letters@hindustantimes.com

n

DEHRADUN: Communist Party of

ana’s political families, two of
them debutants, are slugging it
out in the Hisar Lok Sabha constituency in a triangular contest
thatpromisestobeoneofthebiggest dynastic clashes in the state
in these elections.
The three are: sitting MP
Dushyant Chautala, the great
grandsonofChaudharyDeviLal,
a former deputy prime minister;
BrijendraSingh,thesonofUnion
minister Birender Singh; and
BhavyaBishnoi, thegrandsonof
formerchiefministerBhajanLal.
Brijendra,46,recentlyquitthe
IndianAdministrativeServiceto
jumpinto thepollfray onaBharatiya Janata Party ticket and
carryforwardhisfamily’slegacy.
Bhavya, 26, an Oxford graduate who until recently did not
looklikeaseriouscontenderfora
Congress nomination, got his
debut ticket in place of his father
Kuldeep Bishnoi, who was the
party’s original choice.
Dushyant,31,theyoungestMP
in the 16th Lok Sabha, won the
2014 election on an Indian
NationalLokDalticket.Heisnow
thefaceofthefledglingJannayak
Janta Party, an offshoot of INLD
thatcameintobeingafterapower
struggle in the Chautala clan.

India(Marxist)generalsecretary
Sitaram Yechury was booked on
Saturdayforallegedlypromoting
enmitybetweencommunitieson
religious grounds after Baba
Ramdev lodged a complaint
against him for “hurting religious sentiments of Hindus” in
Haridwar.
Yechury, had in Bhopal on
Thursday said, “Hindus can be
violentwhichisevidentbyHindu
mythologies Ramayana and
Mahabharata.”
Taking objection to the comments, Ramdev lodged a complaint with senior superintendent of police Haridwar, Janmejaya Khanduri.
“Police have received a complaint from Baba Ramdev in
which he accused Yechury of
hurting thereligious sentiments
of Hindus by making derogatory
remarksagainstHindumythologies,” Khanduri said.
A case under IPC Section
153(a) has been registered
against Yechury.
Reacting to the case, member
of CPI(M) state secretariat, BacchiramKonswalsaid,“Ramdevis
working for BJP and his complaint is part of BJP’s polarisationefforts.Yechurydidn’tmake
thestatementagainstHindusbut
on a statement of the BJP’s Bhopalcandidate.Heneversaidanything against any community.”

CASTE CALCULUS
The Jats are the dominant caste
in Hisar, having one-third of the

n

From left: Dushyant Chautala, Brijendra Singh, Bhavya Bishnoi

total votes. However, in the 2009
electionandthe2011bypoll,Hisar
was won by non-Jat candidates
BhajanLalandKuldeepBishnoi,
respectively, indicating the consolidationofnon-Jatvotersanda
divide among Jats.
However,theoutcomemaynot
besimilarthis timethoughthree
Jat candidates – Dushyant, Brijendra and INLD’s Suresh Koth,
a farmer activist — are vying for
the community’s votes.
PoliticalpunditssayBJP’sBrijendra could make inroads into
urbanandnon-Jatvotesbecause
of the party’s presence in urban
centres and penetration among
the non-Jat electorate.
Dushyant does not believe in
the caste division hypothesis. “I
don’t see any caste polarisation.
ThebiggerissueishowCongress
and BJP fooled people,” he said.
Brijendrasaidthoughlastfew
elections werefought by polarising voters on caste lines, BJP’s
entry in Hisar would ensure allround support for him. “This is
duetoleadershipofPMModiand
workofManoharLalKhattar-led
BJP government...,” he said.

Bhavya said it was unfortunatethatpoliticiansweretalking
about caste. “The discourse
shouldbeaboutprogress,education,employment...Thiselection
is about people’s issues and the
failure of BJP government,” he
said while campaigning.
KEY ISSUES
Talking about Modi’s achievements,diplomaticinitiativesand
decisiveness, Brijendra said,
“This election is about national
issues.I’mseekingapositivevote
on development done by the BJP
in the state and at the Centre.”
Dushyant said his rivals from
the BJP and Congress were not
ready to talk about local issues
buthisabilitytobringupmatters
of state interest in Parliament
was a winner. “If I’ve fought for
your cause in the last five years,
thenvotefor me,” Dushyant told
the people in Rakhi Shahpur village.
Bhavya,whoreleasedtheCongress manifesto for Hisar, said
issues such as unemployment,
farmer distress and women
rights were the most pertinent.

n

n IN

THE RING: Rajnath Singh (BJP), Acharya
Pramod Krishnam (Congress), Poonam Sinha (SP)

n

QUICK TAKE: Many consider victory a foregone
conclusion for home minister Rajnath Singh.
Lucknow is a seat the BJP hasn’t lost in the last
seven Lok Sabha elections. The SP and BSP have
never won the seat and the last time the
Congress won it was in 1984. The presence of
Krishnam and Sinha, wife of Bollywood actor
Shatrughan Sinha who recently joined the
Congress, have made the poll interesting.

RESULT: LJP’s Ramvilas Paswan defeated
Sanjeev Prasad Toni of the Congress by a margin
of 225,500 votes.

WEST BENGAL
BARRACKPORE
n IN

THE RING: Dinesh Trivedi (TMC), Arjun Singh
(BJP), Gargi Chatterjee (CPI-M), Mohammed Alam
(Congress)

n

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s Rajnath Singh defeated
Congress’s Rita Bahuguna Joshi by 272,000 votes.

RAE BARELI
n IN

THE RING: Sonia Gandhi (Congress), Dinesh
Pratap Singh (BJP)

n

QUICK TAKE: UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi, who
has won the seat four times in a row, is locked in
a straight fight with the BJP’s Dinesh Pratap
Singh.The SP and BSP haven’t fielded a candidate
in the race for Rae Bareli.
RESULT: Sonia Gandhi defeated BJP’s Ajay
Agarwal by 352,000 votes. It was the highest
victory margin in UP in 2014.

n IN

THE RING: Rahul Gandhi (Congress),
Smriti Irani (BJP)

n

QUICK TAKE: Amethi has been a prestigious
Congress seat the party lost only twice — once to
Janata Party in 1977 and then to the BJP in 1998.
Congress president Rahul Gandhi is looking for a
fourth straight victory in Amethi, but Union
minister Smriti Irani is posing a tough fight.
Despite losing the contest in 2014, she continued
to visit Amethi and campaign in the constituency.

RESULT: TMC’s Dinesh Trivedi defeated
CPI-M’s Subhashini Ali by 206,773 votes.

JHARKHAND
KODERMA
n IN

THE RING: Babulal Marandi (JVM-P) ,
Annapurna Devi (BJP) and Raj Kumar Yadav
(CPI-ML)

n

n 2014

RESULT: Congress’s Rahul Gandhi defeated
BJP’s Smriti Irani by 100,000 votes.

BAHRAICH (RESERVED)
n IN

THE RING: Savitri Bai Phule (Congress),
Akshaywar Lal Gaur (BJP), Shabbir Ahmed
Balmiki (SP)

n

QUICK TAKE: Sitting BJP MP Savitri Bai Phule
turned against the party and has been accusing it
of being anti-Dalit for the past year. She recently
joined the Congress. Now, the bipolar fight of
2014 has turned into a triangular one. Shabbir
Ahmed Balmiki also has the support of BSP, his
party’s alliance partner.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s Savitri Bai Phule defeated SP’s
Shabbir Ahmed Balmiki by 95,000 votes.

RESULT: BJP’s Ravindra Kumar Ray defeated
CPI-ML’s Rajkumar Yadav by 98,654 votes.

KHUNTI (SCHEDULED TRIBE)
n IN

THE RING: Arjun Munda (BJP), Kalicharan
Munda (Congress)

n

RAJASTHAN
n IN

THE RING: Krishna Poonia (Congress),
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore (BJP), Virender Singh
Bidhuri (BSP)
QUICK TAKE: Rajyavardhan Rathore, the
incumbent BJP MP and Olympic shooting silver
medallist, is confronting another Olympian,
Krishna Poonia. Poonia is the Congress MLA from
Sadulpur in Churu district. Congress has fielded
her because there are a large number of Jat
voters in the constituency.
RESULT: BJP’s Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
defeated Congress’s CP Joshi by 332,896 votes.

NAGAUR

RESULT: BJP’s Karia Munda defeated
Jharkhand Party’s Enoss Ekka by 92,248 votes.

HAZARIBAGH
n IN

THE RING: Jayant Sinha (BJP), Gopal Sahu
(Congress)

n

THE RING: Jyoti Mirdha (Congress), Hanuman
Beniwal (RLTP)

QUICK TAKE: The BJP did not field its incumbent
MP, CR Choudhary, entering into a tie-up with the
fledgling Rashtriya Loktantrik Party, which won
three seats in the December 2018 state election.
RLTP’s founder Hanuman Beniwal was in the BJP
earlier but quit after differences with Vasundhara
Raje. In the 2014 general election, Beniwal
bagged 159,980 votes as an Independent. Nagaur
is a Jat-dominated seat and both Mirdha and
Beniwal are Jats.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s CR Choudhary defeated
Congress’s Jyoti Mirdha by 75,218 votes.

ALWAR

RESULT: BJP’s Jayant Sinha defeated
Congress’s Saurabh Narayan Singh by 159,128 votes.

MADHYA PRADESH
TIKAMGARH (SC)
n IN

THE RING: Virendra Kumar (BJP), Kiran Ahirwar
(Congress) and RD Prajapati (SP)

n

THE RING: Bhanwar Jitendra Singh (Congress),
Balak Nath (BJP), Imran Khan (BSP)

QUICK TAKE: Alwar had a by-election in February
2018 after incumbent BJP MP Mahant Chand
Nath died. Karan Singh Yadav of the Congress
won the by-election but the party has this time
fielded Bhanwar Jitendra Singh, who contested
the 2014 general election and lost. The BJP has
fielded Chand Nath’s successor Balak Nath. Like
Chand Nath, Balak Nath is an outsider to Alwar
and is based in Haryana’s Rohtak district. The
party fielded him because of a large number of
Yadav electors in the constituency.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s late Chand Nath defeated
Congress’s Jitendra Singh by 283,895 votes.

n IN

THE RING: Rajiv Pratap Rudy (BJP), Chandrika
Rai (RJD)

n

QUICK TAKE: All eyes are on Saran because Lalu
Prasad’s relative Chandrika Rai, father in-law of
his eldest son Tej Pratap Yadav, and former Union
minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy are in the fray. Saran
was represented by Lalu Prasad in 2009 but in
2014, Rudy defeated his wife Rabri Devi. Lalu
Prasad had then been barred from contesting the
poll following his conviction in a corruption case.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s Rajiv Pratap Rudy defeated

QUICK TAKE: Sitting MP Virendra Kumar, 65, who
is the Union minister of state for women and
child development, faces a tough fight given the
anti-incumbency factor and Congress dubbing
him an outsider. Kumar has been winning Lok
Sabha elections since 1996. The Tikamgarh seat, a
part of Bundelkhand region, was created in 2009
and Kumar won it both in 2009 and 2014.
Congress has relied on Kiran Ahirwar, 47, who is a
new face in the electoral battle. Ahirwar is a
secretary of the MP Mahila Congress. Samajwadi
Party has fielded RD Prajapati, 56, an ex-MLA
who joined the party three weeks ago. Prajapati
was denied a ticket in last year’s assembly
elections by the BJP, which chose his son instead.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s Virendra Kumar defeated
Congress’s Kamlesh Verma Ahirwar by 208,731 votes

BIHAR
SARAN

QUICK TAKE: Jayant Sinha is looking for a second
term from Hazaribag, which was earlier
represented by his father Yashwant Sinha.
Congress has fielded Gopal Sahu, brother of Rajya
Sabha member Dhiraj Sahu. Gopal Sahu is a
member of the state’s famous Sahu family, one of
the most renowned business families based in
Ranchi. The elder brother of the duo, Shiv Prasad
Sahu, also represented Ranchi in the Lok Sabha.

n 2014

n IN

n

QUICK TAKE: Khunti is a BJP stronghold as it has
been represented by former Lok Sabha deputy
speaker Karia Munda eight times. The BJP has
rested Karia Munda this time and fielded ex-CM
Arjun Munda. The situation is tough for the BJP in
this tribal- and Chirstian-dominated seat due to
the Pathalgadi movement, which asserts the
right of the local population to administer their
own areas, and the state government’s
legislation to check religious conversions. The
Congress has fielded Kalicharan Munda, brother
of BJP minister Neelkanth Munda.

n 2014

n IN

n

QUICK TAKE: Jharkhand Vikas Morcha
(Prajatantrik) chief Babulal Marandi is contesting
as a joint candidate of the opposition alliance.
The BJP has dropped sitting MP Ravindra Kumar
Ray and fielded Annapurna Devi, former minister
and state president of the Rashtriya Janata Dal.
Marandi, the only tribal leader in the state
contesting a general seat, has won Koderama
thrice — 2004, 2006 (by-election) and 2009. Devi,
a former four-term legislator from Koderma,
joined the BJP days ahead of her candidacy being
declared. The Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) legislator from Rajdhanawar,
Rajkumar Yadav, has made the contest triangular.
Yadav emerged runner-up in 2014, when Marandi
could only secure the third position.

n 2014

JAIPUR RURAL

n

QUICK TAKE: This low-key constituency is the
arena for one of Bengal’s most high-profile
contests as four-time Trinamool Congress MLA
Arjun Singh switched to the BJP soon after TMC
re-nominated its two-time Barrackpore MP and
former railway minister Dinesh Trivedi to contest
the seat. This has become a prestige fight for
TMC as Singh, who is an MLA from Bhatpara since
2001, has influence across Barrackpore
constituency. Barrackpore being part of the
declining Hooghly industrial belt, both TMC and
BJP are accusing each other of doing nothing for
jute and other business units. The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) is accusing both of
“betraying the people” and engaging “in politics
of money and muscle.” Both PM Modi and CM
Mamata Banerjee have campaigned here.

n 2014

n 2014

AMETHI

QUICK TAKE: Although Lok Janshakti Party
president and Union minister Ram Vilas Paswan is
not contesting this time, he faces a big test in his
Hajipur bastion where his brother, Pashupati
Paras, is in the race. Barring 1984, 1991 and 2009,
Paswan has been representing this constituency
since 1977.

n 2014

LUCKNOW

letters@hindustantimes.com

HISAR:ThescionsofthreeofHary-

THE RING: Pashupati Paras (LJP),Shiv Chandra
Ram (RJD)

RESULT: BJP’s Rekha Verma defeated BSP’s
Daud Ahmed by 125,000 votes.

n 2014

Three political legacies at
stake in Hisar poll battle

n IN

n 2014

Sixth clean chit for PM in poll code case
HT Correspondent

QUICK TAKE: Congress’s Jitin Prasada was the
first MP to represent the constituency, created in
2009, in the Lok Sabha but slipped to fourth place
in 2014. It will be a triangular contest between
the BJP, SP-BSP alliance and the Congress. The
combined vote share of the SP and BSP was 10
percentage points higher than the BJP’s 33% vote
share last time.

RJD’s Rabri Devi by 40,948 votes.

HAJIPUR

JAMMU & KAHSMIR
LADAKH
n IN

THE RING: Rigzin Spalbar (Congress), Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal (BJP), Asgar Ali Karbalai and
Sajjad Hussain (Independents).

n

QUICK TAKE: The constituency comprises the
districts of Leh and Kargil. Kargil district consists
of two assembly segments, Kargil and Zanskar,
while Leh district comprises the Nubra and Leh
assembly segments. It is a four-way contest
being fought on religious lines.

n 2014

RESULT: BJP’s Thupsun Chewang defeated
Congress’s Ghulam Raza by a mere 36 votes.
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NHA sets up
unit to boost
innovations

Indian wins
₹28-cr jackpot;
unaware, rejects
calls for claiming it

SUNDAY HINDUSTA N TIMES,C H AN D I G AR H
M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

AFTER CYCLONE FURY, ODISHA STARES AT LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY

Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Rhythma Kaul
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Health
Authority (NHA), the implementing body for the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojna (AB-PMJAY), has set up a
unit to promote innovations that
reduce dependence on imported
technologies to make quality
health care affordable.
The NHA “innovation unit”
comprises a four-member team
that will sift through applications
from start-ups, including organisations and individuals, offering
technologies that lower cost.
Ayushman Bharat is the Modi
government’s flagship public
health insurance scheme.
“Lot of start-ups offer affordable health care by innovating on
expensive technologies that exist.
Many have approached us with
proposals to develop cost-effective machines, gadgets, diagnostic kits, data privacy technology
etc to bring down the cost significantly,” said Dinesh Arora, deputy CEO, Ayushman Bharat.
“…There is a greater need to

cultivate a landscape of synergies
fixated on innovations centred on
the Indian health care system to
constantly evolve and deliver better outcomes through PMJAY…
Thus, for focusing efforts in
building an ecosystem geared
towards accelerating innovations and facilitating partnerships with the external stakeholders’ present in the health
care sector, a National Health
Authority Innovation Unit is
being established,” reads the
NHA the order.
“The members of the innovation unit will vet applications and
refer the selected ones to the government departments concerned
for expert opinion,” said Arora.
The NHA will take a call on
whether to accept the proposal on
the basis of feedback it receives
from departments concerned.
Pavan Choudary, director general, Medical Technology Association of India said, “This is welcome news. The development of
health care technologies is
dependent on the emergence of a
complex ecosystem...”.

ABU DHABI: : An Indian man in the

UAE has hit a jackpot by winning a whopping dirham 15 million (Rs 28 crore) in a raffle draw
in Abu Dhabi, the latest addition
to the long list of lucky winners
from India.
Shojith KS, who lives in Sharjah, won on Friday at the Abu
Dhabi Duty Free’s Big Ticket
series draw which was livestreamed on YouTube.
Shojith bought his winning
ticket online on April 1, but is
unaware that he is now a multimillionaire as he repeatedly
rejected the calls of the officers
who tried to get in touch with
him.
“If (our calls) don’t get
through we will keep on trying.
And if we still can’t get in touch
with Shojith, we are going to his
house - we know where he lives
in Sharjah,” Richard, who
conducts the Big Ticket Raffle at
the Abu Dhabi International
Airport every month, told the
Khaleej Times.
Another Indian expatriate
Mangesh Mainde won a BMW
220i in the draw, it said, adding
that eight other Indian nationals and one Pakistani won 9 consolation prizes.
Last year, Indian driver from
Kerala John Varughese won
dirham 12 million (Rs 22 crore)
in the raffle draw.
In January, another Keralite
in the UAE had won a dirham 12
million (Rs 22 crore) in the raffle
prize money in Abu
Dhabi.
Eight Indians were among
the 10 people who had won dirham 1 million (Rs 1.90 crore)
each in a mega raffle draw in
Abu Dhabi in October
2017.

n

Puri, India-May 4, 2019: Debris covers the train tracks and platforms at the storm-damaged railway
station in Puri, Odisha, India, on Saturday, May 4, 2019. At least 12 people are reported to have died
and more than a thousand others injured a day after Cyclone Fani wreaked havoc in at least 12
districts of Odisha, bringing life to a complete standstill in half the coastal state. (Photo by Arijit Sen
ARIJIT SEN/HT PHOTO
/ Hindustan Times)

UN agency lauds IMD, evacuation plan
UNITEDNATIONS:The UN agency for
disaster reduction has commended the Indian Meteorological Department’s “almost pinpoint accuracy” of early warnings that helped authorities
conduct a well-targeted evacuation plan and minimise the loss of
life as extremely severe cyclonic
storm Fani made landfall near
the coastal city of Puri.
Large areas in the seaside pilgrim town of Puri and other pla-

ces were submerged as heavy
rains battered the entire coastal
belt of the state affecting about 11
lakh people.
The Cyclone lashed the coast
with maximum wind speeds of up
to 175 kilometres per hour, heavy
rainfall and coastal flooding,
with 28 million people living
along the route of the massive
storm.
UN agencies are monitoring
Fani’s movements closely and
taking measures to protect fami-

 

lies living in refugee camps in
Bangladesh, which is on alert.
“India’s zero casualty
approach to managing extreme
weather events is a major contribution to the implementation of
the #SendaiFramework and the
reduction of loss of life from such
events,” Mami Mizutori, the Special Representative of the United
Nations Secretary-General
(SRSG) for Disaster Risk Reduction, and head of the Genevabased UN Office for Disaster Risk

Reduction, said. Highlighting the
zero-casualty cyclone preparedness policy of the Indian government, a spokesperson for
UNISDR, Denis McClean
said: “The almost pinpoint accuracy of the early warnings from
the Indian Meteorological
Department had enabled the
authorities to conduct a well-targeted evacuation plan, which had
involved moving more than one
million people into storm shelPTI
ters”.
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MJ AKBAR
RECORDS
STATEMENT IN
DEFAMATION SUIT
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Former Union minis-

ter MJ Akbar was cross-examined for the first time on Saturday in the criminal defamation
suit that he filed against journalist Priya Ramani, who
accused him of sexual harassment last year.
Akbar had resigned from his
position as minister of state for
external affairs in November
2018 after Ramani named him as
a harasser.
The case pertains to Ramani’s
allegations of sexual misconduct against Akbar, dating back
to 1993 when he was editor and
proprietor of the Asian Age, and
she was applying for a job at the
paper. “I do not remember that
Priya Ramani met me in my
office in December ’93 or that
she was looking for a job in
Asian Age, Bombay,” Akbar
told the Ramani’s counsel,
Rebecca John.
He further added that he does
not recollect calling her to a five
star hotel in Mumbai’s Nariman
Point in the evening.
Ramani wrote two tweets in
October that accused Akbar of
sexual misconduct at the workplace.
Her tweets also tagged other
women, who had similarly
accused him of the same.
Soon after the allegations
surfaced, Akbar issued a statement that said, “The allegations
of misconduct made against me
are false and fabricated, spiced
up by innuendo and malice.”
On October 15, Akbar filed a
criminal defamation suit, under
sections 499 and 500 of the IPC,
stating that his reputation had
been irreparably damaged. If
proven, Ramani could go to jail
for two years in prison. The case
will continue on May 20.

AKBAR HAD RESIGNED
FROM HIS POSITION AS
MINISTER OF STATE FOR
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IN
NOVEMBER 2018 AFTER
RAMAN

shortstories
Gujarat bank removes burqa
ban notice after row
AHMEDABAD: Two branches of Bank
of Baroda in Gujarat’s Surat stirred
row for issuing notices banning
entries with burqa and helmets.
Notices were issued at the Ambaji
Road branch and New Civil Hospital
branch of the city. On Saturday,
minority community members raised
objections over the notice after which
the bank, maintaining that it did not
intend to hurt sentiments, removed
the notice. The bank officials said the
notice was put up after recent terror
attacks in Sri Lanka.

Raids on TN ‘Lottery King’,
over ₹1,200 cr recovered
CHENNAI: The I-T Department has
found a total unaccounted money
trail of ₹1,242 crore in the nation-wide
raids conducted at 70 premises of
Santiago Martin, also known as the
‘Lottery King’. “The assessee...admitted to unaccounted income of ₹595
crore, received from stockists... This is
in addition to the various investments
to the tune of ₹619 crore from unaccounted receipts and payments...unaccounted gold and jewellery was
estimated at ₹24.57 crore,” the official
said.
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Cong hopes to storm J’khand’s BJP India complains to Pak after two
citadel riding on tribal discontent diplomats are harassed, detained
Bedanti Saran
n

bedanti.saran@hindustantimes.com

KHUNTI: It’s noon on a Thursday

in Bhandra village in Jharkhand’s Khunti district and
women in traditional tribal
saris are preparing to worship a
large stone plaque -- locally
called Pathalgadi – on which is
inscribed a declaration de-recognising the poll system.
Installed on the village outskirts, the Pathalgadi declares
the village gram sabha the only
sovereign authority in a scheduled area with a predominant
tribal population.
It says laws made by Parliament
or a state assembly are not
applicable in this area and
warns outsiders against entering, wandering, living or settling down in the village.
The practice of raising
Pathalgadis by tribal villagers
in Jharkhand’s Khunti and Simdega districts gathered steam
three years ago and gradually
became a movement.
It was quelled by the government last year after the arrest of
five Pathalgadi leaders.
The movement is directed
against the government’s policy
to amend British-era tenancy
laws that the villagers feel will
rob them of their land.
However, the issue has
returned to haunt political par-

Veterans weigh in
on Cong-BJP fight
over cross-border
strikes
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Minister of state for for-

eign affairs and former chief of
Army Staff, General VK Singh, on
Saturday took on the Congress,
which had claimed operations
across the Line of Control (LoC) –
the de-facto border between India
and Pakistan – by the Indian
Army did happen in the past as
well. In a tweet, he said: “... Will
you please let me know which ‘So
called surgical strike are you
attributing to my tenure...”. General Singh was chief of Army Staff
between April 2010 and May 2012.
While the BJP and Congress
slugged it out politically, former
chiefs and veterans made a clear
distinction between operations in
the strategic and tactical domain.
“Yes, we do carry out operations across the border, but these
are tactical in nature, carried out
at the initiative of local formations, there was no political clearance,” a General Officer, who
retired as director general of military operation, said on condition
of anonymity, adding: “The scale
of the previous cross-LoC strikes
were limited. The targets were
single unlike the 2016 operations.” General Deepak Kapoor,
who led the army between 2007
and 2010, underlined the difference between strategic and tactical-level operations across the
LoC. Local or tactical-level operations “don’t have political clearance or backing”, he said, and
added that they are generally
done by local commanders for
reasons completely local,
whereas strategic operations are
much bigger in “magnitude and
nations use them to send messages to adversaries”.
“By claiming the 2016 operations, the government backed
the operations and therefore
should get the credit,” he said and
added. “Government backing
gives credibility and shows
strong resolve.” General Kapoor,
however, had a word of caution:
“The army should be kept away
from politics.”
General Syed Ata Hasnain
who commanded Srinagar-based
15 corps, said, “Politics over
cross-border operations is unfortunate. Local operations at the
initiative of senior commanders
do happen. But 2016 strikes
across the border or the 2019 airstrikes, had a strategic message
behind them: India is capable of
hitting back.”
“Call it surgical strikes or
cross-border operations, such
operations have been carried out
in the past by the army. I am not
aware of the exact dates and the
areas. But certainly cross-border
operations across the LoC have
been carried out,” said DS Hooda,
former general officer commanding-in-chief of the northern command, on Saturday.

CONG IS HOPING TO RIDE
HOME ON PATHALGADI
MOVEMENT, WHERE
VILLAGES REJECT LAWS
MADE BY CENTRE, STATE
AND WARN OUTSIDERS
AGAINST ENTERING
ties contesting the reserved (ST)
Khunti Lok Sabha seat.
At least 70 tribal villages are
yet to decide whether they will
participate in the poll process.
Party flags and posters are conspicuously missing in these villages, with few exceptions. The
constituency will go to polls on
May 6.
Khunti, considered a Bhartiya Janta Prty ( BJP) bastion, is
heading for a direct fight
between three-term former
Bhartiya Janta Prty ( BJP) CM
Arjun Munda and Congress
nominee Kalicharan Munda.
While Bhartiya Janta Party
(BJP) dropped its eight-term MP
Karia Munda, 83, on grounds of
age, Congress is supported by
grand alliance partners Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, Jharkhand Vikas Morcha (Prajatantrik) and Rashtriya Janata
Dal.
The women, who worship the
Pathalgadi every Thursday in

Bhandra, about 15 km from
Khunti town, said in unison that
they would not vote.
“The village gram sabha has
so far decided not to vote. A final
decision will be taken in the
gram sabha meeting in a couple
of days,” said Maki Tuti, one of
them.
Another villager, Ratan Tuti
said, “During the Pathalgadi
movement, we had destroyed
our voter ID cards and other
cards issued by the government.
So, there is no question of voting.”
However, Rani Tuti, a graduate from Patra Toli village, said:
“During the police crackdown
on Pathalgadi supporters in
June-July last year, all the villagers spent the nights in forest
areas fearing arrests.
We can’t forget those days as
many innocent people were
arrested.
We will definitely vote to
establish peace and security in
society.”
Jitu Gope, a small grocery
shop owner, added: “We had
voted in the 2014 polls.
Generally, we go by the diktat
of the gram sabha, but this time
that’s not going to happen.
Many people will vote if the
gram sabha takes a decision otherwise.”
The Khunti LS seat comprises over 11 lakh voters, of

which nearly 4.5 lakh are tribals
(followers of Sarna religion),
three lakh Christians, three
lakh Other Backward Classes
and Scheduled Castes and 50,000
Muslims.
Congress Khunti district
president Ramkrishna Choudhary said, “It will not be a cakewalk for Bhartiya Janta Party (
BJP) this time... Our candidate,
Kalicharan Munda, is local
whereas BJP’s Arjun Munda is
a new face and an outsider.
Moreover, the government’s
crackdown on Pathalgadi supporters and the change in tenancy laws have annoyed the
vast tribal population... We see
a significant shift in tribal votes
and this would be a game
changer.”
The grand alliance is also
confident of securing 100%
minority votes.
“Christians are unhappy
with the government which
enacted the anti-conversion
law. Congress win in the recent
Kolebira assembly bypoll under
the Khunti LS seat is proof of the
community’s annoyance,” said
JVM(P) leader Dilip Mishra.
BJP’s Arjun Munda voiced
confidence. “Development is
our agenda and people are
impressed with Modi’s government. I have been fighting for
tribals and their problems,” he
said.

HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH: India has conveyed to
Pakistan its concerns about the
security of its high commission
in Islamabad and complained
about the harassment of two of
its diplomats by intelligence personnel last month, people familiar with developments said on
Saturday.
Concerns about the security
of the high commission were
conveyed in a demarche submitted to Pakistan’s foreign office
recently, the people said. They
declined to go into the details of
the security threat but indicated
it was a serious matter.
In a separate note verbale, or
formal communication, sent to
the Pakistani side on April 25,
India protested about the harass-

CONCERNS ABOUT
THE SECURITY OF THE
HIGH COMMISSION
WERE CONVEYED IN A
DEMARCHE SUBMITTED
TO PAKISTAN’S
FOREIGN OFFICE
ment and detention of two of its
diplomats at Sacha Sauda Gurdwara near Lahore on April 17.
The diplomats, who were at
the shrine to facilitate Indian pilgrims, were locked up in a room
for close to half-an-hour by about
15 Pakistani intelligence personnel, the people said. The intelligence operatives also questioned
the diplomats and searched their
belongings, they added.

Before letting the diplomats
go, the intelligence personnel
warned them not to come back to
the area, the people said.
The note verbale asked the
Pakistani side to conduct an
inquiry into the matter and to
ensure such incidents did not
occur again.
Indian diplomats have been
repeatedly harassed while trying to assist and facilitate visiting Sikh pilgrims at several
gurdwaras in Punjab province.
Indians pilgrims have also been
confronted with propaganda by
pro-Khalistan groups. Earlier in
March, India had formally complained to the Pakistan government about four instances of its
diplomats and officials in Islamabad being harassed by security
personnel amid downturn in
bilateral ties following the Pul-

ARMY INSTITUTE OF LAW (AIL)

INDIRA GANDHI MEDICAL
COLLEGE, SHIMLA.

Sector- 68 Mohali - 160062
0172-5095336-38, Fax-0172-5039280

AÂÃÀÇÇÀCB BCDÀÁÄÉ ÍÎÐÈËÍÎ FÅÅÆ Ê EHG
1. Online entrance test LET for 64 seats ( 60 for wards of Army Pers , 4
All India Gen Cat) will be conducted at 50 Centres all over India as under :(a) Availability of Online Application-cum Admission Form- 20 Apr 2019
(b) Last Date of submission of Application-cum
- 14 May 2019
Admission Form alongwith fee of Rs. 3000/(c) Last date with additional late fee of Rs.1000/- 17 May 2019
(d) Downloading of Admit Card
- 02 Jun to 08 Jun 2019
(e) Date and time of Entrance Test (9 a.m. to 11 a.m.)
- 08 Jun 2019
(f) Declaration of Result
- 14 Jun 2019
(g) Counseling-cum-Admission for Army & All India Civil - 17 July 2019
Category (10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at AIL Mohali)
2. Punjab Residents Civil Cat Admission for 16 seats by Pbi Uni Patiala.
Help Line No:022-61087537/8054054502
e-mail on: aillet2019@yahoo.com For details refer www.ail.ac.in

GURU ANGAD DEV VETERINARY AND
ANIMAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY, LUDHIANA
ADMISSION NOTICE (2019-20)
Applications are invited from eligible National and NRI candidates for admission to various
programs of the university. Salient New Features of the Admission Process-2019 are as under:
SN
Programme
Mode of application
Apply "Online" by
1. Bachelor of Veterinary & Animal
Sciences (B.V.Sc. & A.H.; 5½ years) 23.05.2019
2.
3.
4.
5.

Basis of admission
10+2 Medical; Selection
based on merit of Veterinary
Entrance Test
Apply "Offline" by
10+2 Medical & NonBachelor of Fishery Sciences
21.06.2019
Medical; Selection based on
(B.F.Sc.; 4-year)
B.Tech. (Dairy Technology; 4-year) Download Application Form Merit of 10+2 Examination
available
on
website
B.Tech. (Biotechnology; 4-year)
Merit of qualifying UG Course;
Masters in 28 subjects of Veterinary Apply "Online" by
18.06.2019
Min OGPA 6/10 or 60%
Science, Dairy Technology, Biomarks in qualifying UG course
Technology and Fishery Sciences

NRI Candidates: Last date to apply for UG courses is 02.08.2019 and for Master’s Program is
12.07.2019; admission is based on merit of qualifying examination
Details at www.gadvasu.in. Visit regularly for Corrigendum/ Addendum/ Updates.
Sd/Registrar
389-C

wama attack on February 14.
In a note verbale submitted to
Pakistan’s foreign ministry on
March 18, the Indian high commission in Islamabad detailed
the incidents.
The note said the Indian naval
adviser was “aggressively
tailed” by two Pakistani personnel in a car while he was travelling from his home to the mission
on March 15.
In another incident, two Pakistani security personnel were
seen keeping watch outside the
naval adviser’s home when he
hosted a dinner on March 14, the
note added. In a separate incident on March 14, a Pakistani
personnel behaved in an “intimidatory manner” with a staff
member of the high commission
while he was engaged in certain
official work.

HFW(MC-II)B(12)1/19-PG

Dated : 4.5.2019

NOTICE
In compliance with the judgement delivered by the Hon’ble
High Court of Himachal Pradesh in CWP 4872 of 2014 dated
4.11.2014, all the candidates who had opted for the PG Degree
seats during the 1st & 2nd rounds of Centralized Counselling are
being informed that they are also eligible to participate in the
Mop up round of Centralized Counselling scheduled to be held on
7.5.2019 at 11.00 in the Auditorium Complex, Indira Gandhi
medical College, Shimla. The candidates who have applied a
fresh for admission to Post Graduate Degree Courses at
Maharishi Markandeshwer Medical College, Kumarhatti, Distt.
Solan, H.P. are also eligible to participle for Mop up round of
Centralized Counselling. They are directed to attend the same on
stipulated date & time. The candidates are required to deposit the
admission fee amounting to Rs. 39,000/-(Govt. Medical Colleges)
in the shape of Bank Draft in the name of Principal, Indira
Gandhi Medical College, Shimla at the time of Counselling on the
spot failing which seat will not be allotted.
Similarly, the candidates who will opt for PG Degree seat
afresh during the Mop up round of Centralized Counselling in
Private Medical Colleges are also required to deposit a sum of
Rs. 2,00,000/- Two Lacs) in the shape of Bank Draft in favour of
MM Medical College & Hospital , payable at Kumarhatti, Solan
as a Registration fee with the authorities of Principal-cumMember Secretary of Centralized Counselling Committee , IGMC,
Shimla before allotment of seat failing which seat will not be
allotted.
Sd/Principal-cum-Member Secretary
PG Centralized Counselling Committee
Indira Gandhi Medical College, Shimla.
0073

›

2016 strikes across
the border or the 2019
airstrikes had a strategic
message behind them:
India is capable of hitting
back
SYED ATA HASNAIN, ex-commander
of Srinagar-based 15 corps
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election2019
‘Bijli,paani’issuestrumpshrill
nationalismpitchinthisvillage
IN BUNDELKHAND People across castes and occupations say the votes in Damoh will be swayed by livelihood issues
Saubhadra Chatterji and
Anupam Pateriya
n

earnersatateastallsaidtheModi
governmenthasnothelpedthem.
“In our village, rich people have
got houses (under the PM Awas
Yojnaa). We live in kuchha ghar.
But the panchayat says there is
no allocation for us,” said one of
the, Raju, on his way back to his
village.
At the BJP office in Damoh,
party functionary Pintu Thakur
says, “People will vote for Modi.
They know Modi is working for
the poor people and, sooner or
later,theremainingbeneficiaries
will get their dues.”
Out of 1.76 million voters in
Damoh, young voters make up
around 400,000. “Many of them
haveseentheCongressfirsttime
inpowerandmightagainvotefor
them,” said political analyst
SunilGautam.Healsoaddedthat
there was local discontent about
little development having taken
place in the region despite MLAs
fromtheregionbecomingministers in the state government.
In the seat, the BJP candidate
and sitting MP Prahlad Patel is
takingonCongress’PratapSingh
Lodhi, ex-MLA from Jabera.
Both the parties are focussed on
bread-and-butter issues, and
expertssaytheelectionmaywell
be decided on the efficacy of welfare schemes.
Aditya Prasad Padhi, former
vice chancellor of Berhampur
University, said, “Nationalism
maybeaviablepitchintheurban
areasbutforruralpeoplethattoo
is backward areas, these ideas
hardly means anything.”

letters@hindustantimes.com

DAMOH: ForNatthuLodhi,72,and
many of his fellow villagers in
Madhya Pradesh’s Tindni village, the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) sharp electoral
pitch of nationalism, which
focusses on the February Pulwamaterrorattack(thatkilled40
troopers) and the strike on Pakistaniterrorbases,haslittlebearing on their daily struggle.
But Lodhi, a farmer who
belongs to the Lodh community,
still vouches for Prime Minister
NarendraModiandsaysthefivemonth-oldCongressgovernment
in the state has done little to
waive his mounting farm loans.
In the neighbouring village of
Chandora,whichisdominatedby
upper-caste Rajputs, there are
severalModisupportersbuttheir
focusisonlivelihood,notnationalism. “I got ~2,000 under the PM
Kisanscheme,”saysAmarSingh,
as others proudly show the visitors a newly erected lamp post
under the Saubhagya scheme.
“Most of our houses have
Ujjwala,” quips Shyam Singh,
another Rajput, of the scheme
that offers free cooking gas connections to the poor.
Singh and Lodhi will vote
when their Lok Sabha constituency,Damoh,goesto thepollson
Monday.Damohfallsinthebackward Bundelkhand region,
where farmers are marginal,
rainfalllowandindustriesnearly

n

A construction worker at Ken-Betwa river project site, in Bundelkhand on October 18, 2016. VIPIN KUMAR/HT FILE

non-existent. And, in this
parched backyard of Madhya
Pradesh,itappearsthatthepolitical discussion is limited strictly
toquestionsofbijli(power),paani
(water) and farm loans.
FARM PROMISES
In December, the Congress
wrested power from the BJP in
the assembly elections after 15
years,largelyonthebackofrural
discontent and an agricultural
crisis. The BJP had won 27 of the
29 Lok Sabha seats in the state in
the 2014 general elections.
Within days of coming to
power, the Congress announced
afarm-loanwaivertofivemillion
farmers, and believes that this
waiver,alongwiththenewNyay

scheme that pledges a minimum
annual income of ~72,000 to the
20% of India’s poorest will be a
game changer.
In Damoh, almost everyone
hasheardabouttheNyayscheme
but many villagers say the wellpublicised promise looks like a
distinct dream as they have not
yet received a loan waiver from
thenewCongressgovernment.“I
have a loan of ~1.20 lakh. I have
notgotawaiverofasinglerupee.
I don’t trust Nyay as my loan
waiver is still pending,” says
Lakshman Lodhi.
Tobesure,thereareotherpeople who have received money in
tranches, and not everyone is
hostile to the Congress government, which has promised full

waivers and said some disbursements are delayed because ofthe
general elections.
Thesesnapshotsofdiscontent
are no guarantees of the BJP’s
victory in Damoh either. In the
2018 assembly election, the Congress ousted the BJP from the
seat, once a saffron citadel, after
32 years — and this, local Congressleaderssay,isanindication
ofhowdeeplyunpopularthelocal
unit of the BJP had become.
The sitting MLA Rahul Singh,
an Other Backward Class (OBC)
leader,says, “The poll is for parivartan (change). A change is the
requirement of the time. Dalit
and adivasis are solidly backing
the Congress.”
A group of tribal daily wage

Ready to face any probe, says Rahul
as BJP alleges ties to UK defence firm
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Facing a sharp attack
byleadersoftherulingBharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on Saturdayofferedtofaceaprobeover
allegations that his former partner in a UK-based company had
acquireddefenceoffsetcontracts
when the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) was in power.
At the same time, Gandhi
called for an investigation into
allegedwrongdoinginthe~59,000
crorecontractsignedbytheBJPledNationalDemocraticAlliance
(NDA) government.
At a pressconference,Gandhi
said: “Please undertake any
investigation you want, do any
inquiry you want, I am ready as I

know I have not done anything
wrong, but please also investigate Rafale.”
According to a news article
postedonthewebsiteofBusiness
Today magazine, the co-promoterofGandhi’sUKfirmBackopsLimitedacquireddefenceoffsetsundertheUPAregime.Ulrik
Mcknight was 35% co-owner of
Backops UK, in which Gandhi
owned the remaining 65%. The
company, founded in 2003, was
woundupin2009.Mcknightlater
went on to acquire offset contracts from French defence supplier Naval Group against Scorpenesubmarinesin2011,thearticle claimed.
The article offered instant
ammunition for leaders of the
BJP,whichGandhihasdoggedly
pursued over the deal for 36

Rafale jet fighters signed by the
NDA government, alleging that
the aircraft cost three times the
initial bid by Dassault Aviation,
themakeroftheplanes,whenthe
UPAregimewastryingtobuythe
warplanes. He has also alleged
that the deal was signed to offer
an opportunityfor businessman
Anil Ambani of the Reliance
Group to win an offset deal from
Dassault. Both the NDA government and Reliance Group have
denied any wrongdoing.
Defence offsets require a foreign supplier to source a certain
percentageofthevalueofthecontract from Indian sources.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said at an election rally on
Saturday: “Today, I read that
during UPA’s tenure, one of
naamdar’s [dynast’s] business

TA R G E T V O T E R S

CONGRESS
PLANS MEGA
OUTREACH ON
NYAY SCHEME

partners got defence offset contracts. Apni sarkar, dost bhi
apna,aur rakshasauda bhi bada
- yaani naamdar ke liye malai ka
poora intezam tha.”
The Hindi quote translates
loosely as: “His government, his
friend,eventhedefencedealwas
big. That means the cream was
readytobeservedtothedynast.”
BJPpresidentAmitShahtook
to Twitter to attack Gandhi.
“Midas Touch, no deal is too
much!” he wrote.
“When he has a say, his businesspartners makehay. Doesn’t
matterifIndiasuffersontheway!
#StealLikeRaga.”
AftertheremarksbyModiand
Shah,financeministerArunJaitley launched a more elaborate
attack on Gandhi at a press conference.

NEWDELHI: People in all corners of
the country have heard of the
Nyuntam Aay Yojana (Nyay),
Congress president Rahul Gandhi said on Saturday.
“Nyaykonekonetakpahunch
chukihai,”hesaidatapressconference when asked if the minimumincomeguaranteescheme,
with which the Congress proposes to fire up the economy if
voted to power, had got any traction.Underthescheme,~72,000a
year would be transferred to
bank accounts of women membersofthecountry’s20%poorest
families.
Gandhi’s confidence is, however, belied by what HT discovered in late April on a trip from
Meerut in west Uttar Pradesh to
Varanasi in the eastern part of
the state. Not only was there a
general lack of awareness about
the scheme, it didn’t appear to
haveresonatedwith thefewwho
had heard about it.
In Khatauli, a small town in
Muzaffarnagardistrictabout100
km from Delhi, Chandrashekar
Kumarisadaily-wageearnerata
brick kiln. “What is Nyay?” he
asked. When told about the
scheme, he said, “~72,000? I don’t
think it is possible to implement
such a scheme. The current government said ~6000 per year will
be given, some have received
~2000 in their accounts. I haven’t
evengotthat.”Manyothersinthe
same area, too, had not heard
about Nyay.

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE
(An Autonomous Body under the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare)

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT (2019-20)
POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT
(PGDM-EXECUTIVE)
(Recognized by the All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE))

Through Distance Learning mode in following disciplines:
•
•
•

Hospital Management
Health & Family Welfare Management
Health Promotion

300 Nos.
100 Nos.
150 Nos.

The courses are open for Medical Graduates including AYUSH
and Dental graduates.
For complete details and Application Form, please contact:
Last date of submitting applications: 31st May 2019.
Distance Learning Cell, NIHFW, Baba Gangnath Marg,
Munirka, New Delhi-110067
Tel. +91-11-2618 3416, 26165959/26166441 or
visit website www.nihfw.org
davp 17153/11/0001/1920

PUBLIC NOTICE

Director, NIHFW

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION
DEPARTMENT

NOTICE FOR INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR THE
ALLOTMENT OF WHOLESALE LICENSE OF IMFL (L-1) AND
COUNTRY LIQUOR (L-13) FOR THE YEAR 2019-2020.
The applications are invited for grant of wholesale license of IMFL in the form
of L-1 and wholesale license of Country Liquor in form of L-13. Both the wholesale
license of IMFL, L-1 and Country Liquor L-13, shall be granted to retail licensees of
the district in order of the revenue contributed by them on 4th May, 2019. The
revenue contribution to be considered for L-1 and L-13 shall be the parts of total
revenue contribution made by the licensee in a district. The parts of revenue to be
attributed to IMFL and CL shall be computed by dividing total bid amount in
proportion for IMFL and CL. The proportion shall be derived by multiplying quota of
IMFL allotted to him with district incidence for the year 2016-17 and quota of CL
multiplied by the district incidence of CL for the year 2016-17. It is also displayed on
the official website of the department www.haryanatax.gov.in.
Now, the applications are invited remaining L-1/L-13 licenses for all districts of
the State. The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor (L-13)
shall be granted in accordance with the provisions of Punjab Excise Act, 1914 as
applicable to the state of Haryana Rules framed under the Excise Policy for the year
2019-20. The Excise Policy for the year 2019- 20 is available on the official website
of the department www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The eligible licensees of all the districts, who could not submit their
applications till now, are also eligible to submit applications now. The
applications shall be forwarded by DETC (Excise) along with his comprehensive
report and recommendation to the Excise and Taxation Commissioner
immediately. The application shall be submitted in the office of concerned DETC
(Excise) on or before 8th May, 2019.
The licenses for wholesale outlets of IMFL (L-1) and Country Liquor (L-13) shall
be granted subject to the provisions of Punjab Excise Act, 1914, Rules framed
thereunder and the Excise Policy for the year 2019-2020.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana.

NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS
OF THREE (03) DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor
licenses of liquor vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited for the year 20192020. The reserve prices of these zones shall be reduced in the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is less than Rs.5.00 crore and in the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of the
Zone is more than Rs.5.00 crore.
Sr. No
1
2
3

Name of Distt.
Faridabad
Gurugram (East)
Sirsa

ZFBD08
ZGRE04
ZSRS02

ZFBD16
ZGRE07

Zone Code
ZFBD22
ZFBD33
ZGRE08

ZFBD35

ZFBD40

ZFBD45

Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for
un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
1 Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.
2 Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.
3 Evaluation of e-tenders.

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

th

From 6 May, 2019 (09:00 A.M.)
Till 6th May, 2019 (05:00 P.M.)
6th May, 2019 (06:00 P.M.)

These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on 09th
March, 2019) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends
for the year 2019-20. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously
displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be available on the
departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise
Policy for the year 2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules
framed thereunder.
The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices issued for allotment of vends for the year 20192020 shall hold good and are not reiterated.
The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject,
without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of
allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana

facetoface
RAM MADHAV, BJP’s national general secretary

‘Will remove Art 370, it blocks
the integration of Kashmiris’

I

n an interview with Sunetra Choudhury,
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
national general secretary Ram Madhav spoke
extensively on Kashmir,
where he was one of the
architects of the BJP forming
an alliance with the Peoples
Democratic Party in 2015 that
broke down last year.
Edited excerpts:

You’ve been touring Jammu
and Kashmir, where there’s
anger against the BJP’s position on Article 35A and Article
370. Is there a divergence of
opinion between you and other
BJP leaders on this point? Your
party leaders have spoken
about doing away with both
while you have been talking
about a resolution through
discussions
No question because removal
of Article 370 has been the
core conviction of our party,
right from the beginning. We
are all committed to removal
of Article 370 because we see
it as a big hinderance in the
process of emotional integration of the people of Kashmir
valley with the rest of the
country. It creates an emotional barrier.
About the process, yes, it
has to go to parliament.
That’s why it has taken so
long and we are unable to see
it happen. Article 35A is
before the Supreme Court of
India, let the court take a
view because our main contention against it is that it was
introduced in a surreptitious
and illegal manner.

The court seems to be very
clear in not disrupting the
status quo
I don’t know what line the
court will finally take but it is
true that the legal process is
taking time. If not today or
tomorrow, the court will take
a view on that.
Our case, by our I mean
those who have gone to court,
is very strong. Any amendment to the Constitution is
the prerogative of Parliament
but in this case, it was introduced through a Presidential
proclamation. Presidential
office, although very
respected, doesn’t enjoy that
power. That is the crux, it is a
technical issue.

Your former ally, the Peoples
Democratic Party, says that
BJP leaders make statements
about doing away with 370 and
35A but let them come to the
Valley and say it. Isn’t it true that
you say something else there?
Will you accept this challenge?
Valley is very much a part of
India. What we say in Delhi or
Srinagar or wherever, we say
the same thing. I have said it
myself. Sometimes media
picks up a statement which is
convenient for them, to say
no, no, somebody has taken a
slightly moderate stand. Our
stand is very clear and we are
committed to removing it.

In retrospect, when you think
of it, as one of the architects
of the BJP-PDP alliance, was
it a mistake?
There was a peculiar political
mandate in 2014 which created a situation where there
was no alternative to these
two parties coming together
and forming the government.
Otherwise, it was going to be
President’s rule again and
elections again. We felt since
there was a mandate by the
people, why not respect it, we
attempted a coalition. We had
a common minimum programme that spelt out our differences also... Remember,
there was no compulsion to
leave the government excepting the fact that in the larger
national interest, we felt that
continuing in that government is not serving the larger
cause of the country. We simply walked out. We did not
make any compromises.

There seems to be a divergence
of opinion. The Prime Minister
said so because he called the
alliance “a mahamilawat’’
(grand adulteration)?
No no, Prime Minister did say
that there was a mandate, a
peculiar mandate, which
ought to be respected by
everybody. That’s why we
attempted it. Ultimately we
felt that no, we cannot.

I think the word he used is
“mahamilawat.” So he
obviously thinks it was a
complete mistake?
No no, you are only taking
one sentence of his interview.
Prime Minister Modiji was
very much part of the decision and he was there when
the government was formed.
So there is no question of anybody saying that the whole
effort was wrong.

Nitish Kumar bringing out a resolution against Article 35A right
now, isn’t that problematic?
Going into an election where
numbers could go any which
way, isn’t this something that
could break you?
Firstly, things are not going
to go any which way. They
are only going in one direction of PM Modi returning to
power with absolute majority
at the centre. Number 2, these
are not new things. These

Scientists fear
contamination
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Brinjalisgeneticallymodified
by inserting a protein gene (in
this case Cry1Ac) that comes
fromasoilbacteria,Bacillusthuringiensis (Bt), into the Brinjal
genome to make the plant resistant to some pests.
Jeevan Saini, the farmer
accused of growing Bt Brinjal,
said he has been growing it since
2017. “I was looking for a variety
that would help deal with the
shoot and fruit borer pest... A
man said he could give me seedlings of a variety resistant to the
pest. He handed over the seedlings to me at Dabwali bus stand
nearPunjabborder.Idon’tknow
wherehisnurseryis,”saidSaini,
who brought 15,000 seedlings
priced at ₹8 each. Bt brinjal is
developed by Mahyco and it is
resistant to the fruit and shoot
borer.“BtBrinjalvarietyisbeing
planted by other farmers too in
Sirsa and neighbouring areas,”
Sainiclaimed.“Lastyear,Isoldit
for₹6perkg,thisyear,Isolditfor
₹15 per kg. The prices are low
despite the variety being good.”
Last week, representatives of
farmers’andconsumers’organisations and scientists submitted
a sample to Director-General of
Horticulture and of Agriculture,
Haryana, last week after Rajinder Chaudhary of Kudrati Kheti
Abhiyan was tipped off about a
special variety being grown by

Saini. “We are concerned about
widespread contamination
whichwillimpactfarmers...The
government should act immediately,”saidChaudhary.Officials
of the Genetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee under the
ministry of environment were
quietaboutthedevelopment.AK
Jain, chairman, GEAC said, “I
don’thavethefactsofthisissue.”
Richa Sharma, joint secretary
dealing with GEAC, did not
respond to HT’s questionnaire
sent on April 30. India is the centre of diversity for brinjal, both
domesticatedandwild,according
to GV Ramanjaneyulu, agriculture scientist from Centre for
Sustainable Agriculture. “India
has a lot of variety, about 3,000
kindsofbrinjalaregrownhere.It
isalsothecentreoforiginofbrinjal.The lateral flow strip method
gives the primary indication if
the variety is genetically modified. Contamination of native
varieties by Bt Brinjal can easily
happen through cross- pollination. It may have already happened in Haryana,” he said.
“I can think of two ways that
theseedsmayhavecomein.One,
they may have been illegally
smuggled through Bangladesh,
where there is commercial plantationofBtBrinjal,”saidKavitha
Kuruganti, convener of Alliance
for Sustainable & Holistic Agriculture.

convictions are not our alliance partners. In any case,
we will cross this bridge
when we reach. We are not
worried about it.

I wanted to ask you about
former PM Dr Manmohan Singh
saying that there were multiple
surgical strikes. PM Modi has
now said that by saying this,
he’s just being “Me too’’. Some
people feel that is playing down
the achievements of the soldiers
or service people who were
involved.
Firstly, let the Congress
party now stop criticising us
for politicising the actions of
the military. Now that their
own former Prime Minister
came forward to say they did,
or so and so did. I have seen
army giving a reply last year
that they did not give any
regard to surgical strikes all
these years. Army doesn’t
know, nation doesn’t know,
Parliament doesn’t know,
only known to former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh.
Such mysterious surgical
strikes if they happened, we
do not know.

You have said you don’t need
kingmakers, you are feeling very
comfortable. But where will you
get the numbers?
First of all, we have the King
so we do not need any Kingmakers. (In the Northeast),
BJP’s strength will at least
double. We are hoping to get
14-15 seats for the BJP plus
with our alliance partners,
we will get 20 out of 25 seats.
In Assam, we are hoping to
win all 10 seats we have contested. We are getting many
seats from Odisha and Bengal
and Karnataka is going to
give us more seats. We are
hoping to pick up more seats
in Telangana where we have
one but we might pick up a
couple more. So overall we
are not expecting any big
losses.

In case it doesn’t work, are you
in touch with Biju Janata Dal,
Telangana Rashtra Samithi,
Jagan Reddy of the YSR
Congress?
Our best case scenario is 2014
performance, our worst case
scenario is together with the
National Democratic Alliance. We will get 300 seats.

pollbriefs
UPA OPEN TO NEW
ALLIES: KHURSHID
KOLKATA:Senior Congress leader
Salman Khurshid on Saturday said
the doors of the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance are
open for new allies in the postpoll scenario and the party is on
its way to forming the UPA-3
government at the Centre. “After
four phases of polling, I can
confidently say that the Congress-led UPA will form the next
government at the Centre. The
people of this country are fed up
with the BJP government,” he
said. About the possibility of a
post-poll alliance with the TMC,
he said the question could not be
answered in the present scenario
“but the doors of the UPA will
remain open for new allies.”

BJP Bengal candidate
injured after car accident
KOLKATA:Shantanu Thakur, the
BJP candidate in Bengal’s Bongaon Lok Sabha constituency,
along with two other party
workers, sustained injuries after
their car collided with a vehicle on
Saturday. The accident took place
at Hanspur under Gaighata police
station, around 60 km away from
Kolkata. “The car that hit Shantanu Thakur’s vehicles was a
police car on duty. Thakur and his
two co-passengers were admitted to Bongaon sub-divisional
hospital,” said Pradip Banerjee,
the BJP president of North 24
Parganas district. According to PTI
reports, a West Bengal Police
officer said, “We are trying to find
out what actually happened.”
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YOU CAN’T DO NOTHING ABOUT THE
MARCH OF TIME, SOMEONE WISE SAID.
YOU CAN ONLY FILL YOUR LIFE WITH
THINGS YOU WILL REMEMBER...

SUNSHINE DAYS

A soothing arbour of neem and pipal, chitvan and amaltas.
A noon game of tennis. Racing around a medieval fort with a bloody
history. Cooling off on a row of red plastic bucket seats at a shooting
range. Summer love. It was a different kind of feeling
ometime in the first week of
our class 9 summer vacation,
my friend Karan made an
important discovery. “If we
go to Siri Fort after ten, it’s
only five bucks. But we have
to get out of there by evening.
If they catch us after fourthirty they’ll charge twenty
five rupees.” This struck us
as a pretty fair deal.
Thus began, for our little band, a summer love that lasted even when we could
afford the full fee, until marriage and middle age approached, until finally it left us,
the spirit to run around without complication or narcissistic purpose. What’s the
most reliable signal of adulthood? Grey
hair? Bad back? When play turns into exercise – racquets and bats replaced by routines and Fitbits – you are no longer young.
If I am idling through Instagram now my
eye stops not at pictures of friends in faraway places but at the ads for yoga gear.
They make it in California and sell it at ten
thousand rupees and inspire unrequited
lust. On a bus to Mysore many years ago, I
watched, on a tiny TV screen suspended to
the ceiling, a ten-year-old boy wearing
only a saffron langot assume a series of
scarcely credible contortions and positions. How he would laugh at our exportimport yoga.
But I digress. Back at Siri Fort, what
explained this neat reduction in price, this
lowering of the drawbridge? Try playing a
three-setter directly under a forty six centigrade Delhi sun. You have to be mad or
thirteen to attempt it. It certainly
didn’t bother us. Every day of the
frying pan summer we would
gather at our temple, this
sprawling sports complex
built by Rajiv Gandhi for
the Asian Games and
almost immediately

S

colonised by Delhi’s bureaucrats and politicians, who would arrive for their evening
walks and golf swings on the floodlit driving range just as we “temporary members”
were chased out. We scorned these
schmucks, with unstinted access to the
best sporting facilities in the city, who
chose instead to while away their day in air
conditioned offices in South and North
Block.
The basketball court was the first port of
call, built, conveniently, just beside the
sweeping main entrance. By the time we’d
played a half-court game or two a worker
would notice us and wander out with a
pink receipt pad, prompting at least one of
our group – whoever was most broke that
day – to sprint off in another direction. The
man would give half-hearted chase, but no
forty year old propelled only by a DDA
wage was catching us. We had fear on our
side. The fear of a clip on the side of the
head. The fear of parting with the ten
bucks we’d need in the canteen for the
essential afternoon Pepsi.

Next to the basketball court was a shooting
range. None of us had anything beyond a
passing interest in shooting, but we went
here to get out of the sun, to claim respite
on the row of red plastic bucket seats. We
would dry ourselves under the fans (on
days of power cuts, wide indignation) and
literally cool our heels, watching the Serious Shooters with pirate-like guards for
one eye and braces on their wrists fire tiny
metal pellets from rifles and handguns
that seemed like they’d stop a bull. Shooting was far too serene to hold us more than
a few minutes. But on occasion it made us
move very fast. Karan, aforementioned,
once mistakenly triggered a pellet into my
cousin Nishant’s thumb, setting him dancing across the concrete. My cousin still
shows me the scar sometimes. He claims
the wedge of tin remains lodged inside
him.
That heat. That heat. The memory of

Often forgotten by the residents of the
great and cruel city I grew up in is that Siri
Fort is not only an arterial road winding
along Gulmohar and Uday Parks and leading to Colonel Kebabz, Def-Col market,
that the fort was an important feature of
the second of the medieval Delhis, built in
1303 by Alaudin Khilji – he of Ranveer
Singh fame – to defend the city folk against
the Mongol horde. It is said to have this
name, in fact, because Khilji built the fort’s
foundations on the severed heads – “sir” –
of Mongol soldiers. A gloriously macabre
history underneath a stretched, soothing
arbour of neem and pipal, chitvan and
amaltas. How perfect for Delhi.
But we knew none of this. In fact we did
not see the fort at all. We came to play,
bearing racquets for tennis and squash
and table tennis, because to play was to
burn away the blood pumping madness of
being a boy of fourteen. There were incredible glass-backed squash courts, better
than you’d find in private clubs. Off to one
side, next to a tiny roller rink, was an open
hall with a mysterious dark pool that we
weren’t allowed in – only full members,
mind – where they conducted swimming
classes for children. Day after roasting day
as heat rolled around our brains and rose
up our veins we plotted ways to jump in.
But we never had the courage. At a journalist’s barsaati party years later, summer
night, no electricity, sweating, buzzed, I
was waxing eloquent about Siri Fort when
I was informed that this pool was a notorious canyon of little kid pee.
Now some of this same gang from school
have children who are five and six. Our cities have changed so much. Late in the nineties Delhi felt still safe enough that we
could hack around on our own all day, a
playground that stretched wide in every
direction. We could cycle where we
wanted, main roads or colonies. I
spent many of my forma-

tive years living in Palam
Vihar, in Gurgaon, so getting to
Siri Fort was more than a challenge. Sometimes my mother
would drop me on her way to work,
but often I would sling my racquets
on either shoulder and begin a somewhat epic journey, pitstopping like
Odysseus: walk to the end of my road;
hitchhike on a passing uncle’s Bajaj
Chetak down the straight shot that led
into Bijwasan; Blueline that took me onto
the four-lane National Highway, past the
bronze Shiva statue that looked then so
enormous set against flat fields of mustard, now neatly dwarfed by outlet showrooms for Puma and Diesel; another
thumbed hike from Vasant Kunj (which
would look and feel abandoned, apocalyptic, on a really hot day), hopefully with a
Gurgaon-living office goer, which meant
air conditioning at least until Hauz Khas.
Sometimes the last stretch in an auto,
depending on the wallet situation, depending when the first game was tipping off.
I realise, after putting it down, that this
is simply my equivalent of an ancient
trope, the privileged-nineties version of “I
cycled 20 kilometers to school through
pouring rain and mud”. But it does feel
like our cities have changed irrevocably.
Now my friends’ children don’t go out to
play, they make playdates with each
other, at which their parents hover in
the background like anxious ants, waiting to plunge in, protect. When my son
is old enough no doubt I will behave
exactly in this manner. You can’t do
nothing about the march of time,
someone wise once said. You can
only fill your life with things you
will remember, like baking
summer days with your oldest
friends, racing about a fort
of severed heads.
Prayaag Akbar is the author
of the award-winning novel
Leila. He is a Senior
Fellow of Krea
University.

WARMMEMORIES GOLA, TINTIN, BANTA, MANGOES – FLAVOURS OF SUMMERS PAST
READ, READ
Summer vacations were
spent at my maternal
grandmother’s home – a
house full of cousins, a
neighbourhood full of
friends. We spent the
mornings playing, but
the quiet and humid
summer afternoons
were meant not for a
nap, but for sitting in
the ground floor balcony, reading Tintin comics
while the whole world dozed. I also made friends
with travelling vendors who magically appeared on
those quiet afternoons: the woman with a dimple
and gorgeous silver jewellery who sold utensils in
exchange for old clothes and the wrinkled face of
the fake Kwality Walls ice-cream seller (it was called
Rwality Walls’ with the R disguised as a K). Their
faces and impromptu conversations remain with me
even though the lazy afternoons are gone.
MADHUSREE GHOSH

SWEATING IT OUT
If there is one thing I cannot explain from my past, it
is my love for cricket matches in peak Kolkata
summer. They started in the morning when the sun
was just appearing over the unending green of the
maidan in the heart of the city; by lunch it was
shining right on our heads. The players in peak
action on the pitch didn’t even have the luxury of
the long-on or third-man fielder who shifted a bit to
the left or right to find shade. The only bright side
was that catching the ball as it came at you didn’t
hurt quite as much as it did in winter (I’ll never
forget the ache of a cold, hard ball hitting you,

wherever). After the innings, the players would suck
on ~1 frozen colas that I would not touch now. In the
end, everyone left overestimating their performances, saying their goodbyes as they hopped on to
buses where other passengers gave annoyed looks
to the sweating, loud boys with huge kits.
DIPANJAN SINHA

MANGOES ON THE TERRACE
For years, summer was all about mangoes. We ate
fresh, ripe mangoes for breakfast. It was the only
time I was allowed to get my hands dirty at the
table. My favourite memories are those rare occasions when my father, mother and I would sneak out
after dinner (we lived in a joint family) and have our
last helping of mangoes on the terrace, atop a little
water tank, enjoying the summer breeze. It’s where
my father would go on about aeroplanes (a topic he
can talk about endlessly) as we watched them trail
across the sky. It was our little family time. I no
longer live at home. I’ve never bought myself
mangoes in this new city. And I’ve
never told my parents what
this memory means to me.
But now I guess I
should.
ANESHA
GEORGE

SUMMER IN A GLASS
As a kid, I knew summer had arrived when my
mother got a packet of Rasna with her monthly

groceries. [Coke and Pepsi were yet to flood
the Indian market; and while many preferred
Rooh Afza or lemon or orange squash, Rasna
was the preferred cold drink at my house
because I was partial to it.] Those afternoons
with my mother, making Rasna in the kitchen
are among my favourite childhood memories. It would be put in the refrigerator to be
cooled, and in the evening when my father
returned from work, my mother would pour
out glasses of Rasna for us and tell my dad I
had practically made it on my own. How
thrilled I would be when father took a sip
and told me it was the best he had ever
tasted! There is another memory which reminds
me of past summers. The memory of my childhood
bedroom, cooled by the loud whirring air-cooler
which my father used to fill with refrigerated water
every day. It was more soothing and comfortable
than my air-conditioned room is today.

A NEW ICE CANDY
Summer meant hatching plans to
eat one of the most forbidden
items in the Viegas household: Thee
gola. I liked the kala khatta and
orange flavours, which also meant
a visibly black or orange tongue
and that was enough for an earful
from my mother. My funds were
limited – ~10 per day, which had to be
carefully divided between hiring a bicycle
and eating a snack. I almost alwayss ended up
forgoing everything for the ice candy until one day
a friend introduced me to the Milkmaid gola, which
she willingly shared so that we could split the cost.
It was my gateway drug into the world of desserts. I
can eat it all I like now. I don’t, but I can’t remember
craving anything as much.
VANESSA VIEGAS

he scrreen watched from their balcoies.. But no matter where we sat,
heey were the best seats in the
oouse.
RACHEL LOPEZ

EEDLEWORK
E
mmer afternoons in our school days
re all about sitting on a stone floor,
ning needlework with friends and cousins at
Biji’s. Biji was our neighbour. If we got the stitch
right in the first go, we were treated to Banta soda.
Biji also told us stories. Stories of Surpanakha from
the Ramayan, tales of Savitribai Phule and Rani
Laxmibai. She told us that we can always choose life
for ourselves and live the way we want to, but
maybe only after we got the stitch right!
LAVINA MULCHANDANI

POULOMI BANERJEE

INTERNING AT A ZOO
I’ll never forget the summer of 2008. It was the
year I did a two-month internship at the Mysore
Zoo. As the sun bore down on me, I spent my
days “assisting” the vets (cutting the end of a
suture on the injured paw of a sedated tiger)
and the mahouts (cleaning up elephant poop,
after which they thought me worthy enough to
bottle-feed, under supervision, the only baby
elephant on the premises), and handing over steel
mugs full of coffee to the chimpanzees. I didn’t
know then that those would be my last days as a
resident of Mysuru, my last days as a carefree child.
By the end of the summer I had moved to Bengaluru, then Mumbai, never really to return.
NATASHA REGO

BOLLYWOOD EVENINGS

INDOOR GAMES

If it’s Parel and it’s a summer evening in the 1980s, it
must be movie time. St Paul’s Road would be cleared
((the cars, all three of them would be
parked elsewhere). Households would
p
sscrounge up ~5 each towards expenses. A
white sheet, two storeys high, would be
w
hhung between two buildings, laundry fit
ffor a giant. A projector and speakers
would be rigged up to screen a movie
w
eeveryone had watched but no one
minded watching again. Viewers seated
m
oon the reverse of the screen would joke,
““Now we can read Hindi like Urdu and
Urdu like Hindi!” We cheered for BachU
cchan in Satte Pe Satta. We cried with
Rajesh Khanna in Anand. Those close to
R

In the scorching heat, my brother and I would
drench handkerchiefs in a bucket of water swilling
with ice cubes, wring then out and drape them over
our foreheads. With my friends, I would be busy
most afternoons playing mock reality show games.
Evenings were my favourite part of the day. This
was the only time of year when my father and
mother would join us and play badminton. In those
times, they seemed no different from us. Back
home, we’d play board games and sometimes all
four of us were so tired by then that we’d drop off
with the lights on. My grandma would then sneak
in, put everything in its place, cover us with blankets
and leave. That’s the one thing that hasn’t changed
about summers yet.
AISHWARYA IYER

the big story

TRY PLAYING A THREE-SETTER
DIRECTLY UNDER A FORTY SIX
CENTIGRADE DELHI SUN. YOU
HAVE TO BE MAD OR THIRTEEN TO
ATTEMPT IT.

which I could summon years later, on
another continent, walking to class
between giant snowdrifts. It made the top
of your head and the soles of your feet feel
precisely the same, no longer serving individual purpose, simply appendages in desperate need of dousing. If you were in the
middle of a noon game of tennis and suddenly it felt as if your shoes were on fire,
there’s a good chance they were. Sometimes you could smell the rubber of your
soles smoulder.
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past&present
RAMACHANDRA GUHA

MEETING THE PATRIOTS
IN DEEDS, NOT WORDS
n the India we live in, all sorts of people are
proclaiming their undying attachment to
the motherland. Claims of rashtravad
(nationalism), deshbhakti (patriotism),
etc, are made loudly on social media,
television, and, especially, at election
rallies. The swiftest way to conclude — if
not win — an argument is for one to insist
that one loves Bharat Mata more, or more
fully, than the person one is having the
argument with.
I have spent much of my professional life
writing about the men and women who built this
country, men and women who never thought it
fit or seemly to wear their deshbhakti on their
sleeve. It was their deeds, not their words, that
told us how deeply Indian they were. It has been
a privilege to have researched the lives of —
among others — Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, BR Ambedkar,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, and Dr MA Ansari,
and to learn of how they made this hierarchical
and divided land into a democratic Republic
This column is also about my encounters
with patriots, albeit those whom I met in the
flesh rather than in the archives. This was in
the early 1980s, when I was doing research in the
Garhwal Himalaya on the origins of the Chipko
Andolan. I did a bout of fieldwork in the Badyar
valley, which had seen a major Chipko protest

I

against the depredations of commercial forestry. I spoke to men and women who had taken
part in this agitation, and wrote about what
they did and said in my dissertation (which
became my first book).
What I left out from my published work on
Chipko, however, were two meetings with elderly Garhwalis. The first was with a former soldier
named BS Pundir, who had won a Vir Chakra
in the India-Pakistan war of 1947-48. We walked
together from one village to another to attend a
wedding. He limped as a consequence of his
battle injuries, but I found it hard to keep up
with him on those hill paths, even though he
was 30 years older than me. His injury notwithstanding, Pundirji was entirely erect in body
and soul, and I could see how much respect he
commanded among his fellows, for what he
had once done to safeguard his country’s
security, and for returning to live with them after retirement. I tried to get the Vir Chakra awardee to talk about his heroic past, but he shrugged
off the questions and got me to talk about my
own research instead.
The other encounter was perhaps even more
moving. One morning, I was directed to the
house of an old swatantra sainani, or freedom
fighter, named Sher Singh Mewar. He was small
and emaciated, his body racked by the continual
coughing of a chronic asthmatic. This precluded
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Among others, patriots such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel commanded
an abiding respect among those who knew them
HT ARCHIVES

him from talking at length, but he asked me to
come back before I left for the plains. When I
returned two days later, he handed over a handwritten manuscript entitled, Tehri Garhwal ka
Krantikari Itihas: The Revolutionary History of
the State of Tehri Garhwal.
This was an extraordinary document, 40
pages long, and suffused by a spirit of patriotism
that age could not wither nor ill-health crush.
An outsider’s visit had sparked memories of a
time when history happened; and he, Sher Singh
Mewar, had helped make it happen. For he had
been part of the great peasant upsurge of 1946-47
whereby the princely state of Tehri Garhwal

sundaysentiments
KARAN THAPAR

HOW THE BJP WAVERS ON
ARTICLES 370 AND 35A
f, as most polls suggest, Narendra
Modi is likely to return as prime
minister albeit weakened by the
loss of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP’s) majority, it’s time we took
seriously some of his party’s manifesto
commitments. The ones I want to focus
on concern Kashmir. It is, undeniably,
one of the most serious challenges
awaiting the next government and,
arguably, very poorly handled by this
one.
Compared to 2014, terrorist incidents have increased nearly 300%
according to home ministry figures.
Bomb blasts have gone up by 330%
according to the National Bomb Data
Centre of the National Security Guard
put out by PTI. Last year, the people
killed in Kashmir was the highest in a
decade, according to the J&K Coalition
of Civil Society. The number of local
Kashmiris joining militancy was also
the highest in a decade, according to

I

army sources quoted in PTI. Today it’s
not uncommon for young Kashmiris,
often young girls, to throw stones at
security forces to prevent them from
capturing militants. These young teenagers show no fear. It seems we’ve
alienated them. It’s in these circumstances the BJP manifesto commits the
party to abrogating Article 370 and
annulling 35A. Other than BJP supporters, practically everyone else
believes this will inflame the situation.
It’s a recipe for making things worse.
The key question is: Does the BJP
mean what its manifesto says or is this
political posturing to enthuse and consolidate its voters in the rest of the
country? Until last weekend, there
were few doubts but then general secretary, Ram Madhav, queered the
pitch. Speaking in Anantnag, he said
the issue will be decided by the Parliament. The BJP is fighting in Kashmir
“on the agenda of development, so let’s
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The BJP’s manifesto for the ongoing
general elections
ARVIND YADAV/HT

now focus on this”. He then proceeded
to speak about Insaniyat, Jamooriyat,
Kashmiriyat, the Vajpayee formula of
two decades ago. So was Ram Madhav
tweaking the manifesto commitment?
Was he, subtly, telling Kashmiris not to
take it seriously? Possibly. That conclusion was seemingly corroborated
when, a day later, Amit Shah and Rajnath Singh reiterated in strong terms
the commitment to abrogate. But they
were speaking in Barabanki and Lucknow, far away from the Valley.
The truth is the BJP position on 370
has repeatedly changed since the mid1990s. In 1996 and 1998, it promised to
abrogate. In 1999 and 2004, it was silent
though LK Advani publicly said (24
March 2004) that this was not the right

became part of the Union of India. Beginning as
a movement over land rights, this became a
wide-ranging campaign against the Maharaja’s
rule itself. Its climax came with the capture of
the capital of Tehri, and the proclamation of an
azad panchayat, or autonomous council, there.
The Maharaja, while driving back to his palace,
was blocked at a bridge across the river Bhageerathi. Us taraf raja, is taraf praja, to use the
words of Sher Singh Mewar. On one side of the
river was the monarch; on the other side his
masses and no longer loyal subjects. Seeing the
writing on the wall, the King immediately
signed up with the Indian Union.

time to abrogate. In 2009 and 2014, the
BJP, once again, decided to abrogate. A
year later, in 2015, in the Agenda for
Alliance with the People Democratic
Party (PDP), it committed itself to
retaining 370. Now, in 2019, it’s gone
back to abrogating.
So what should we make of the latest
commitment? To whom is it
addressed? And if the party wins, will it
be implemented or forgotten? Whilst
clear answers are awaited, one thing is
certain: If the commitment is serious
it’s certainly no more so than it was in
1998 and 2014, when the BJP-led governments that followed did not even for
a moment consider abrogation.
This time around the commitment
has provoked anger in the Valley.
That, perhaps, is what the BJP wanted.
It has the right effect on its supporters
in the rest of the country. But lest the
situation in Srinagar and Anantnag get
out of control, Ram Madhav sought to
delicately defuse it. And in case that
sent the wrong message south of the
Banihal, Shah and Singh trumpeted
the undiluted commitment.
This feels like different strokes for
different folks. Of course, that’s what
the BJP has been attempting for two
decades. But does it reveal Modi’s BJP
in a flattering light? Or suggest a preference for opportunistic tactics over
conviction and principle? I wonder
how Modi would answer that question.
The views expressed are personal

CREDIT GROWTH DOESN’T
REFLECT BANKS’ HEALTH
ILA
PATNAIK

he data released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) last week
shows a pick up in bank credit,
led by credit growth of large companies. This improvement seems
to be mainly on account of higher credit disbursal by the State Bank of India
(SBI). The credit to infrastructure
grew at 18.5%. In the credit to industry,
the already minute share of small
firms fell further.
When the RBI had attempted to
clean up bank balance sheets, pushed
for recognition of bad assets and put
weak banks under the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework, there
resulted a sharp slowdown in bank
credit growth.
Recent months have seen a reversal
in the RBI’s stance under the new governor. It is reported that regulation is
more lax and many banks have been
taken out of the PCA framework. In
addition, interest rates have been cut.
As a consequence, the total bank

T

credit grew by 12.2% in the financial
year 2018-2019. The total credit to
industry grew by 6.9%. Large firms
have the highest share of the bank
credit in industry, relative to medium
or small and micro firms. The growth
of credit to industry was driven by
large firms at 8.2%. The credit to small
and micro firms grew by less than 1%.
The sectoral composition of the
bank credit growth shows a sharp
increase in credit to infrastructure
which grew at 18.5% in the year. The
growth rate was negative in 2017-18 at
-1.7%. The numbers show the continued dependence of infrastructure on
banks. Considering the asset liability
mismatch in bank lending to infrastructure, increased lending to infrastructure increases risk in banks.
Most banks have not released financial statements for the full year ending
in March 2019. The latest data available
is for December 2018. We find that
while banks under the PCA framework
continue to be weak, even those outside it are not very healthy. The SBI is
the exception.
Recently the RBI has moved many
banks such as the Bank of India, the
Allahabad Bank, the Corporation
Bank and others out of the PCA. However, these banks continue to slip on
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The overall picture emerging from the latest data on bank credit highlights the lack
ABHIJIT BHATLEKAR/ MINT
of fundamental reform in the banking sector

credit growth.
Among the “healthy” banks, the
Punjab National Bank shows negative
credit growth and 16.3% of assets as
gross Non-Performing Assets (NPA).
The Canara Bank shows positive
growth, but this growth rate declined
from September to December 2018. The
SBI is the only bank for which capital
adequacy ratio, gross NPA and credit
growth have all shown an improvement. The Bank of Baroda shows some
improvement but with the capital adequacy ratio worsening. In other words,
the growth of credit does not seem to be
coming from a general improvement in
the health of the banking system.
The overall picture emerging from
the latest data on bank credit high-

thisweekthattera
PICTURE OF
THE WEEK
MAY 5: JB Mallaradhya,

Vice-President of All Indiaa
Council of Sports, and
Premjit Lal congratulate
Jaideep Mukherjea after
his fine victory over Dick
Crealy in the singles of th
he
East Zone Davis Cup final
against Australia

lights the lack of fundamental reform
in the banking sector. Small and medium enterprises remain deprived of
credit. The lack of a bond market
encourages both large corporate and
infrastructure companies to borrow
from banks. Unless long term financial
sector reform to build a bond market
and a competitive banking system is
undertaken, small temporary fixes as
have been done in recent months by
the RBI might give some increase in
credit growth, but the fundamental
weaknesses in the financial system
will remain unaddressed.
Ila Patnaik is an economist and a professor at the
National Institute of Public Finance and Policy
The views expressed are personal
By special arrangement with ThePrint
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WEST BENGAL POLICE BEGIN
ROUND-UP OF NAXALITES

WORLD

MAY 5: While the administration in
West Bengal is awaiting enactment
by the Centre of a preventive
detention law to tackle effectively
the problem of law and order
created by the Naxalites, members
belonging to the group are being
rounded up on specific charges

REPRISALS BY REDS AS ALLIES
MOUNT MORE OFFENSIVES
MAY 7: United States and South
Vietnamese forces opened three
new fronts today in a widening
assault on Communist command
base camps inside Cambodia that
has reportedly killed nearly 3,000
North Vietnamese and Vietcong
troops

The manuscript that Sher Singh Mewar
handed over to me was a foot soldier’s account of
this non-violent transition from autocracy to
democracy. Sher Singh had written here of the
peasant upsurge and its leaders, of the help and
encouragement they got from outside Tehri
Garhwal, of the Maharaja’s confusions and
capitulations. Notably, he downplayed his own
role. Sher Singh had, in his account, merely carried messages from one leader to another, from
one valley to the next.
The soldier who kept out the invaders and
the satyagrahi who helped bring down the
King both wore their deshbhakti very lightly.
Theirs was a quiet, understated patriotism,
not a loud or hectoring one. They commanded
an abiding respect among those who knew (or
knew of) them; but without asking for (still less
demanding) it.
In the early 1980s, when I met them, it was 35
years since BS Pundir and Sher Singh Mewar
had each expressed, in deeds rather than words,
their patriotism. It is now 35 later, yet memories
of those meetings are still vivid in my mind. I can
see Pundirji walk with his cane along a narrow
mountain path, answering my questions with
dignity and restraint, and see Sher Singh
emerge coughing from his hut, the manuscript
in his hands for me to take back. It was a privilege to have met those two patriots back then,
and an obligation to write about them now,
when the Tiranga (Tricolour) has been so rudely appropriated by men who know so little and
care even less about what it took to make and
defend our Republic.
Ramachandra Guha is the author of Gandhi:
The Years That Changed The World
The views expressed are personal

PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY:
DOES IT WORK FOR INDIA?
MARK
TULLY

ndia is being acclaimed around the
world for upholding democracy by
conducting the largest general election ever held. But this election
once again raises two questions.
How democratic is India’s democracy?
And, is parliamentary democracy
right for the country?
It is often suggested that presidential democracy would be preferable to
parliamentary democracy in India,
that a president would be able to deliver more efficiently than a prime minister. Certainly a president elected by the
people is far freer to act than a prime
minister because he is not answerable
to the Parliament, and doesn’t have to
restrict his choice of ministers to members of parliament (MPs). But a president is less of a democrat than a prime
minister because so much power is
concentrated in his hands. That is dangerous and not necessary. It’s often forgotten that two prime ministers whose
powers were particularly limited by
the constraints of parliamentary
democracy were the most successful
economic reformers — PV Narasimha
Rao, who headed a minority government, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who
had to hold a jumbo coalition together.
It can certainly be argued that India
would be more democratic if its MPs,
elected by being first-past-the-post in
their constituencies, were elected by
proportional representation (PR).
There are forms of PR but the basic
principle is that seats in Parliament
are allocated to parties in proportion to
the number of votes each party wins.
The results of the 2014 election demonstrate how undemocratic the firstpast-the-post voting proved to be. We
have come to believe that a popular
wave swept Narendra Modi into Parliament, whereas, in fact, most Indians
voted for parties other than the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The party Modi

I

led won 282 seats with just 31% of the
votes. This is the lowest percentage of
votes ever to win an absolute majority
in Parliament. The Congress’ performance wasn’t as miserable as its tally of
seats, 44, suggests. Its vote share was
19.3%. Third came the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) with 4.2% but not a single
seat. If the election had been held
under PR, the BJP would have been
well short of a majority, with about 170
seats and the Congress would have had
a more respectable total of nearly 110
seats. The BSP would have found itself
with 23 MPs. These figures show that
under PR there is much more chance of
every voter’s vote getting him or her
representation in Parliament.
The main argument against PR is
that it would lead to unstable coalitions. As Vajpayee showed, coalitions
don’t have to be unstable. The Congress’ coalition under Manmohan
Singh survived for 10 years but it has to
be said that apart from those two PMs,
the survival rate of coalitions has not
been encouraging. Against that, the
long years of the Congress dominating
Indian politics are not an advertisement that first-past-the-post can lead
to stability because they favour bigger
parties. Speaking in Rajasthan in this
campaign, Amit Shah called on Rahul
Gandhi to give an account of what he
called 55 years of Congress rule. With
his call for a Congress-free India, Shah
is now trying to create a one-party
democracy under the BJP rule. Speaking on another occasion, he said the
BJP will now rule for the next 50 years.
PR elections resulting in coalitions
would be the most democratic way for
a country as diverse as India to choose
governments, rather than first-pastthe-post elections, which might lead
again to one-party domination. However, I doubt whether politicians can
exercise the discipline and are willing
to make the necessary sacrifices of personal interests and ambitions for multi-party coalitions to work. So maybe
the best outcome for India after all,
would be first-past-the-post elections
leading to a two-party democracy. That
would require the Congress to revive
and the BJP to temper its ambition.
The views expressed are personal

sundayletters
SHOUTING MATCHES CONFUSE THE TV VIEWER
This refers to Karan Thapar’s ‘Blame TV for our perception of netas’ (Sunday Sentiments, April 28). Mr Thapar highlights an important issue: The declining standard of
TV debates. TV anchors encourage participants to quarrel because fighting in the
studio reaps better rewards than a debate. But the shouting matches confuse the
viewers, and, thus, the debate is neither meaningful nor informative. Serious
debates on TV should have no tamasha. Anchors must change their attitude towards debates and avoid shouting matches to make it more informative.
SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

It is the opposition’s weakness

They should challenge patriarchy

This refers to “The real crisis of the 2019
elections” (Chanakya, April 28). India is
such a complex country that it’s difficult to have a single agenda driving the
parliamentary elections. Most of the
critical issues such as unemployment
and farm crisis remain sidelined. But It’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with his
larger-than-life image, who sets the
agenda. In that light, the opposition
parties must be blamed for not putting
up a united front.

Lalita Panicker’s ‘Sadhvis could play a
more positive role’ (April 28) makes
perfect sense. A society in which men
decide women’s roles, the presence of
sadhvis in politics can be constructive –
but only if the opportunity is used to
challenge, not confirm, the patriarchal
wrongs. Pragya Thakur’s candidature is
an opportunity wasted.
SAMEEKSHA ROHILA, NEW DELHI
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IT TOOK ROUGHLY 70 YEARS FOR THE FIRST EDITION
OF THE OXFORD DICTIONARY TO BE ASSEMBLED

WORDOFTHEWEEK
OPTIMISTIC
TO A FAULT
SHASHI THAROOR

Panglossian
adjective/

foolishly and unrealistically optimistic,
especially in the face of unrelieved
hardship or adversity

Comedians are experimenting
with new formats, from jugalbandis to
game shows and debates, giving standup comedy an unpredictable twist
under the title, The General Fun Game
Show. There have been 15 episodes so far,
with the next due for upload in July.

THE MOCK DEBATE
Suhit Kelkar
n

htweekend@hindustantimes.com

raditional stand-up comedy,
which involves a single comedian addressing an audience, is
about a decade old in India. Long
enough to have grown some tentacles, and sure enough, new formats are now emerging. Among
these, the comedy jugalbandi,
where two comedians riff on
their lives, relationships and
each other; comedy debates that take on
absurd subjects for entertainment; quiz
shows where there are no right answers
and the prizes are a joke.
The new formats serve to keep monotony at bay, comedians say. They make
sure the show stays entertaining, and
force the performer to stay creative and
unpredictable.
“I’d liken non-traditional comedy to the
frenzy of T20 cricket,” says Vikramjit
Singh, the man behind viral stand-up videos about life in north Delhi. “You come
out, hit it out of the park, enjoy yourself. In
the process, non-traditional formats help
you develop your comedy muscle.”

T

THE GAME SHOW
This format devised by comedian Kaneez
Surka, 35, wouldn’t be out of place in Alice
in Wonderland.
The points don’t matter. In some
rounds, neither do the answers — contestants score if they can show how their
response is close to the right answer.
The contestants are often frontline
stand-up comedians or actors — Varun
Grover, Daniel Fernandes, Anu Menon,
Sumukhi Suresh. The questions range

›

I’d liken non-traditional comedy
to T20 cricket. You hit it out of
the park, enjoy yourself, flex muscle.
VIKRAMJIT SINGH, the comedian behind the viral
videos about life in North Delhi

from the trivial but interesting (‘What
sound does a giraffe make?’) to the bizarre
(‘Guess the prices of this household item’).
In the final round, contestants have to
improvise a rap song while drawing. “I
randomly give points, and then award a
hamper at the end. The hamper is things
from my house that I don’t use,” Surka
says. “A bottle of chutney, a T-shirt, a pair
of pants, reusable plastic straws, an old
grater, used perfume. One time there was
also a malfunctioning smartphone.”
One contestant, comedian Zakir Khan, won
‘an 11-hour Mumbai
darshan with Kaneez
Surka’. “He keeps asking to do it, and it’s
really unfair that I
haven’t done it yet.
But we actually honestly plan to do the
Mumbai darshan, so we can
air it on YouTube as well.”
The shows
are filmed live
in Mumbai and
uploaded to
Surka’s YouTube channel

focus

JUST FOR
LAUGHS

Who’s better, Shah Rukh or Aamir Khan?
Is there even an answer? If you’re a comedian on The Big Comedy Debate, organised
by Shreemayee Das, 25, and Rohan Desai,
30, you need to quickly think up good reasons for picking one.
This mock debate format features two
teams, of three comedians each, debating
silly, chuckle-worthy subjects given to
them on the spot.
These may include ‘Do aliens exist?’ or
‘Is the book better than the movie?’ Previous shows have featured Kaneez Surka,
Aadar Malik and Siddharth Dudeja.
The only logic that rules is the logic of
comedy, to which every other rule is subject. “At the end there is one winner,” Das
says. “It’s whichever team the audience
cheers for more. And the only prize is bragging rights.”

n

Shreemayee
Das and Rohan
Desai do
comedy
jugalbandis.
Vikramjit Singh
(below right)
says crowd
work may seem
mean but you
have to really
like people to
do it.

n

(Above) Biswa K
Kalyan
l
Rath
R
th iis among
ong the
comedians doing crowd work shows;
(above left) Kaneez Surka has a comedy
quiz show on her YouTube channel called
The General Fun Game Show, which has
featured frontline comedians like Sumukhi
Suresh (left).
HT PHOTOS

THE COMEDY JUGALBANDI
This format tells the same story, from different perspectives. In their jugalbandi,
comedians Das and Desai, who met on Tinder, take turns telling the audience, over
the course of an hour, how they began dating, how the relationship progressed, and
what it’s like to be living together.
They begin by discussing how different
a dating app experience can be for a man
and a woman, move on to their individual
takes on their first date.
“At some point, we go to see a film. It’s
our second or third date. I think she’s having a great time. Actually she’s trying not
to fall asleep,” Desai says, laughing. “To
stay awake, she is moving her hands
around. I think she’s feeling romantic.”
When dealing with such a topic in traditional comedy, there is the chance that the
telling of only one side will begin to sound
offensive or sexist, Das says. “Hearing
both sides just makes it more complete.”
Das and Desai have performed their
comedy jugalbandi in Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Vadodara and Surat since October
2018. Their next show is in Mumbai, at the
end of the month.
For other versions of the jugalbandi format, you can check out The Honeymoon
Special on Netflix, in which American
comedians Natasha Leggero and Moshe
Kasher make their relationship the focus
of their comedy.

USAGE
Ayushman Bharat is essentially a
Panglossian idea, a policy based on
wishful thinking.
anglossian is derived from Pangloss, an optimistic character
who was a philosopher and tutor
in Voltaire’s 1758 work, Candide,
and who famously declared that
“all is for the best in this best of all possible worlds”.
It is hard to escape using this word
when one reads the Modi government’s embarrassing attempts to positively spin every misfortune currently
afflicting our nation. To respond to the
health-care crisis confronting the least
fortunate sections of Indian society by
announcing an insurance scheme that
covers the entire population only for
the most routine maladies, and budgets a fraction of a percentage of what
the scheme will actually cost if all the
sick laid claim to benefits under it, is
Panglossian in the extreme.
So is suggesting that a “surgical
strike” after Uri, which merely
repeated an action that had been
undertaken six times in the past with
no similar publicity, would end crossborder terrorism. As we all know, Pulwama followed.

P

›

Pangloss was an optimistic character who was a
philosopher and tutor in Voltaire’s 1758 work,
Candide, and who famously declared that ‘all is for the
best in this best of all possible worlds’.

CROWD WORK
If you’ve been to a live comedy show,
you’ve already seen crowd work. The
comedian usually starts by ‘picking on’
people in the front row (it’s an unspoken
understanding when you book those
seats). The idea is to get the audience to
shed inhibitions, get in the mood to laugh.
The comedian doing crowd work uses
no prepared jokes in their set. Instead,
they ask the audience questions and use
their answers to make up jokes on the spot.
It’s a way, comedians say, of testing their
abilities — especially given that the audience members targeted are free to hit back.
“You need an instinct which is probably
a people-loving instinct,” says comedian
Vikramjit Singh. “I do crowd work for
the same reason that I go to a party —
asking people what they do and so
on. I have noticed this in other comics too. Comics who do crowd work,
they are people-loving people.”
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

LETTERWRITERS TRACING THE MAD, MURDEROUS ORIGINS OF THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY
THE TWO REMARKABLE
MEN OF MANY WORDS
Arnav Das Sharma
n

htweekend@hindustantimes.com

ictionaries themselves conjure up
images of quiet reflection, of someone stooped over the tomes, magnifying glass in hand, pondering over a
particular word and the variegated
historical journey it must have had. But
the history of the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) can be described as anything
but quiet, and was certainly not mundane.
It took roughly 70 years for the first edition of the Oxford Dictionary to be assembled, and those years saw the meeting of
two men who, on the face of it, looked quite
similar, but had lived vastly different lives.
The story of these men — James Murray
and Dr William Chester Minor — are intertwined with the history of the OED, and
together tell a compelling story of scholarship, violence, madness, poverty and an
indelible love for words and their history.
On May 10, the story will play out on the
silver screen, in a film titled The Professor
and the Madman, starring Mel Gibson and
Sean Penn. The movie is an adaptation of
the 1998 bestselling book, The Surgeon of
Crowthorne, by the globe-trotting journalist Simon Winchester.

D

BIRTH OF THE OED
It is difficult to imagine today that until the
19th century, English did not have a complete dictionary. The only one existing till

then was the 1755 dictionary compiled and
edited by Samuel Johnson. In 1857 — the
year Delhi was brutally besieged by troops
of the English East India Company — the
members of the London Philological Society sat down to hear a paper by the Dean of
Westminster, Richard Trench. Trench
argued that the English system of preserving words was so inadequate that the task
needed to be taken up from scratch; that
Britain needed a worthy successor to
Johnson’s dictionary. This speech gave
birth to the Oxford Dictionary.
But things took a drastic turn from
hereon. The first editor of the project died
unexpectedly; the second devoted most of
his time to frequenting red light districts,
debating socialism and cycling.
The project truly started when a littleknown school teacher and philologist,
James Murray, took over as editor. His
first step was to advertise in all the leading
newspapers that the project was looking
for ‘volunteers’ in the English-speaking
world to send him quotations which
would show how the meanings of words
had changed over time.

ENCOUNTERING MINOR
It was this early instance of crowdsourcing
that brought William Chester Minor onto
the scene. Minor was an American army
surgeon who had fought in the Civil War.
Winchester argues that harsh conditions
in the army and the violence of the Civil

THE 5 BEST BOOKS
ON DICTIONARIES
1 Simon Winchester’s The Surgeon of
Crowthorne

2 The Making of the Oxford English
Dictionary, by Peter Gilliver

3 Kory Stamper’s Word by Word: The Secret
Life of Dictionaries

4 The Story of Ain’t: America, Its Language,
and the Most Controversial Dictionary
Ever Published, by David Skinner

5 The Ring of Words: Tolkien and the Oxford
English Dictionary, by Peter Gilliver,
Edmund Weiner and Jeremy Marshall

War may have played a part in Minor
developing a case of severe dementia and
paranoia. After the War, Minor emigrated
to London, looking to ease this dementia.
An incident there would seal his fate.
In a crime-infested area of Victorian
London called Lambeth Marsh, Minor,
haunted by severe paranoia, shot a passerby named George Merrett, believing
him to be a thief when in reality he was just
a working-class man from one of the London warehouses. Minor was arrested and
sent to Broadmoor, the infamous mental
asylum at Crowthorne. But sustained by
his army pension and good conduct, he
received better treatment, a room, and was
allowed to buy books.
It was through this correspondence

n

Mel Gibson and
Sean Penn in a
still from The
Professor and
the Madman.
Out in May, it’s
the story of the
two men behind
the first edition
of the Oxford
Dictionary. One
was a school
teacher turned
editor, the other
a killer writing
from a mental
asylum.

with booksellers that Minor got to know of
Murray’s advertisement, and culling from
his vast reading at the asylum, began to
send to Murray quotations describing the
wonderful journeys of several hundred
words through history.
Each book he read became a quotation,
noted down on a slip of paper, arranged in
alphabetical order. These papers he would
send Murray every week, for over 20 years.
In fact when Murray finally met Minor
in 1891, in his asylum cell, the former realised that without Minor’s contribution, the
OED would have had over four centuries of
word-origins missing from its roster.
Many words Minor rescued came from his
eccentric reading choices. Books of political philosophy gave him etymologies of

words now used frequently, like ‘countenance’. From his reading of travel literature, he gave to the OED words like ‘guz’,
basically an Indian measure of length.
Despite good conduct, though, the
authorities refused to let Minor out of
Broadmoor. Murray sent dozens of letters
pleading that he be let out, arguing that a
mental asylum was no place for a man of
his calibre. Only in 1910 did Murray’s petitions succeed, when one reached a young
home secretary with a penchant for cigars
and whiskey, a man named Winston
Churchill. Minor was let go and died at his
home in 1922.
When we turn the pages of the OED — so
common in our houses and on the internet
now — it is impossible to notice the different threads of history that seem to bind it
together. And residing somewhere in
between the pages are still the echoes of
these two remarkable men, a professor
and a madman.
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NO ONE SHOULD TELL ME WHAT TO DO, IF PEOPLE WANT TO STOP
ME FROM DOING SOMETHING THAT’S THEIR PROBLEM, NOT MINE.”

> CASTER SEMENYA, on the CAS gender ruling

Kabaddi, a tale of two leagues
GROWTH SPURT The
indigenous sport seems to be
getting bigger and bigger, but
can two rival leagues survive
and thrive?
B Shrikant
n

shrikant.bhagvatula@htlive.com

MUMBAI: On a pleasant winter afternoon

in December 2005, some of the top names
in Indian kabaddi gathered at the Sports
Authority of India (SAI) Training Centre
in Kandivali, Mumbai, for trials and a
preparatory camp before an international tournament. The camp was held in
a makeshift indoor court, in a small multi-purpose hall used by the boxers for
warming up—kabaddi had a long way to
go to get the respect deserving of a sport
that was part of the Asian Games since
1990, had held its first World Cup in 2004
in Mumbai, and was attracting increasing international attention after switching from mud courts to synthetic mats.
Fast forward to April 2019 and the
sport born in rural India had been transformed.
Kabaddi is now the second-most
watched sport on Indian television
thanks to the Pro Kabaddi League (PKL),
which has, in five years, emerged as the
third biggest professional sports league
in India. The Indian Premier League and
the Indian Super League are the first
two.
In April, the big names of the sport
gathered at a posh hotel roughly 40 km
from the SAI centre in Kandivali for the
PKL VII players’ auction. The kabaddi
league is conducted under the Amateur
Kabaddi Federation of India (AKFI), the
game’s governing body, by Mashal
Sports and broadcast by Star Sports.
BIG MONEY
At the auction, 12 franchises collectively
spent ~50 crore on 200 players for the
three-month league starting on July 19.
Siddharth Desai, a 25-year-old
farmer’s son from Kolhapur, around 375
km from Mumbai, who is in his second
season with the league, was bought by
Telugu Titans for ~1.45 crore. Nitin
Tomar was sold for ~1.20 crore to Puneri
Paltan and Mohammad Esmaeil Nabibakhsh was the top international buy at
~77.75 lakh; Bengal Warriors bought the
Iranian for over seven times his base
price of ~10 lakh.
Kabaddi has metamorphosed into a
made-for-television extravaganza and a
multi-crore business.
PKL has transformed the sport, says
former India coach Krishan Kumar
Hooda. “The game has become faster, the
infrastructure has improved and visibility on television has turned players into
stars,” he says. “When I was chief coach
of the national team a couple of decades
back, I had to do everything: train the
players, take care of their injuries, diet,
medicines and also motivate them. Now
as a coach in the PKL, I have a physio, a
trainer, a doctor, manager and other officials to help me.” Hooda will coach
Dabang Delhi this season.
Not only has the league introduced
sports science and modern training
methods, it has also changed the players’
outlook.
“When I started in the league, I was
appalled to see our top raider eating 10

n

Thanks to the Pro Kabaddi League, the indigenous sport is now the second-most watched discipline on Indian television.

gulab jamuns a day. Now, no player does
such a thing. They strictly follow the diet
plan and training regimen,” says Srinivas Sreeramaneni, owner and CEO of
Telugu Titans, who is planning to introduce a gridiron player to kabaddi this
season.
The pace too has gone up.
“Naveen, my top raider, used to take
four seconds to reach the midline from
his position. Now he does that in 2.5 seconds,” says Sumeet Yadav, CEO of
Dabang Delhi.
LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN
PKL has also exposed kabaddi to greater
scrutiny and brought out the scars
caused by years of electoral mismanagement and nepotism in the AKFI. So deep
was the rot that last year the Delhi High
Court appointed an administrator to set
straight the electoral college, amend the
constitution and put in place a team of
office-bearers elected as per the National
Sports Code of India.
In 2013, these fissures—exemplified
by the former AKFI president Janardan
Singh Gehlot trying to extend his control
by becoming “life president” and getting
wife Mridula Bhadauria to take over as
president before being ousted by Delhi
High Court—led to a split in AKFI. The

New Kabaddi Federation of India (NKFI)
was born in May 2017, and now they have
a league of their own.
NKFI’s competition, Indo-International Premier Kabaddi League (IPKL)
will be held from May 13-June 4. The
rival league, which will have eight franchises, has picked 146 players through a
draft and will soon select international
players. It will have a prize fund of ~1.25
crore and will be broadcast live on
DSport.
Ravi Kiran, director of IPKL and
Tejasvi Singh Gehlot, secretary general,
AKFI, and the ousted president’s son,
say that there is space for both.
“I am not against them (IPKL). Our
logistics are different, the pricing of our
teams is very hard to match,” Tejasvi
says. “Let the new league happen, we
will see what they manage to do. If it is
helping the players, if they are getting
money, if the game is getting more
money, then it is good for the sport. What
matters in the end is how they conduct it,
whether the players are getting salaries
on time, whether they are being taken
care of.”
The IPKL’s remuneration—~10 lakh
for Grade A players, ~8 lakh for Grade B,
~6 and ~2 lakh each for Grade C and D
players—is not a patch on the riches

LIGHTROCKET VIA GETTY IMAGES

coaches decide to join the new league.

THE RISE OF PKL
The top price commanded by a player in Season 1 of Pro Kabaddi League was ~12.80
lakh, paid by Patna Pirates in 2014 for then India star Rakesh Kumar. The league has
come a long way, with the price crossing the ~1 crore mark in 2018.

2017: SEASON 5

2018: SEASON 6

2019: SEASON 7

Total funds spent: ~46.99 cr

Total funds spent: ~45.93 cr

Total funds spent: ~52.8 cr

Total players sold: 102

Total players sold: 181

Total players sold: 200

Top buy: Nitin Tomar,
~93 lakh

Top buy: Monu Goyat,
~1.51 cr

Top buy: Siddharth Desai,
~1.45 cr

VIEWERSHIP
313 million views in Season 5 (2017), as per latest figures given by broadcaster Star Sports.
At the end of Season 5, gross impressions for the league stood at 3.3 billion.
In 2017, the PKL 5 final, with an average impression of 26.2 million, was only behind the IPL
final (39.4 million). PV Sindhu’s 2016 Rio Olympics badminton final was third with 17.2 million.

available to players in the established
Pro Kabaddi League.
But the new league is hoping to build
on the recent surge of popularity for the
sport, and differentiate themselves by
banking on a strong local connect for
their franchises.
“We have a rule that 70 per cent of the
players in the team have to be from that
region (where it is based), so that it is not
a collection of people that have been

bought and have no roots in the region,”
says RC Venkateish, MD & CEO, Lex
Sportel Vision Pvt Ltd, which represents
broadcaster and promoter DSport.
Among the players drafted is an Asian
Games gold medallist from 2014, and a
clutch of former PKL players.
Two leagues in the same sport usually
don’t survive in the country—think IPL
and ICL—but the AKFI says it will not
take any action if any of their players and

MISSING GOLD
Despite the riches of the league, the
breakdown of the national federation—
still being run by the court-appointed
administrator—has been hard on the
game.
Last year, the Indian men’s team,
comprising a number of PKL stars, failed
to retain the Asian Games title, one that
used to be considered a sure-shot gold
since 1990. They lost to South Korea in
the preliminary league and finished second in the group, and went down 18-27 to
Iran in the semi-finals to settle for
bronze. The women’s team lost 24-27 to
Iran in the final.
Some of this could be attributed to
healthy competition; the PKL has provided a platform for foreign players to
pick up the nuances of this sport.
“I don’t consider it as something bad
for the game. It is actually good for
kabaddi and PKL that it has helped them
(the foreigners) improve. Everybody
was stunned by that result. But I am sure
the Indian team will come back strongly
and claim the Asian Games gold medal
back,” said Anupam Goswami, CEO of
Mashal Sports and League Commissioner, PKL.

body No way: Semenya says no
FIH Series Finals may be shifted Alternative
could run boxing
at Tokyo Games if
AIBA banned: Bach

Sharad Deep
n

sharad.deep@htlive.com

LUCKNOW :Destruction caused by

Cyclone Fani in Orissa on Friday
has left Bhubaneswar’s Kalinga
Stadium also heavily damaged,
and it is set to force the FIH
Series Finals, scheduled there
from June 6 to 15, out. It is likely
to be staged in Lucknow or Raipur.
There is less than a month left
for teams to arrive and Hockey
India will have to decide fast.
“We’ve just three weeks to set
things right (in the stadium).
Foreign teams will start reaching Bhubaneswar around May
29-30. We need to decide about
the venue in a day or two,” a HI
insider said on Saturday. “Even
some foreign teams are enquiring about the situation in Bhubaneswar.”
Lucknow and Raipur have
emerged front-runners as there
are issues with pitches at New
Delhi, Bengaluru and Pune.
“The work on Delhi turf is yet to
start, whereas Bengaluru
doesn’t have a spectators’ gallery. In Maharashtra, a dispute
in the association doesn’t allow
HI to conduct the event there,” a
HI official said on condition of
anonymity. “Lucknow and Raipur have the best available turfs
right now, and if we can’t repair
the Kalinga Stadium within
three weeks, we’ll have to shift to
one of these places.”
Raipur hosted the Hockey
World Series Finals in 2015 and
the stadium was praised for its
facilities.
Manish Srivastava, secretary,
Chhattisgarh Hockey, said there
has been no proposal yet from

Associated Press
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SYDNEY: Olympic chief Thomas

n

Bhubaneswar suffered extensive damage due to Cyclone Fani. Repairing the Kalinga Stadium on
priority looks unlikely given the massive relief and rehabilitation work Odisha is faced with.

Hockey India to host the event in
Raipur. “Nobody in Hockey
India has approached us. But
with support from the state government, we can organise it,” he
said on Saturday.
Hockey India has not sounded
out Uttar Pradesh Hockey either,
about a possible shift to Lucknow.
Uttar Pradesh Hockey conducted the Junior Men’s World
Cup at Lucknow in 2016, which
India won.
The FIH too said it is waiting
for details from Hockey India.
“We are in contact with
Hockey India to get further information. Our thoughts are with

the victims, their families and all
people affected by this disaster,”
the FIH said to HT.
Local officials say the Kalinga
stadium, rebuilt for the men’s
World Cup held in December, is
heavily damaged.
“Like in other parts of the city,
including the airport and railway station, the Kalinga stadium
too has suffered badly. Floodlights, window panes of almost
all the rooms, and above all the
turf, have got damaged. It will
take at least five years to get it
back to its original shape,” a
source in Bhubaneswar hockey
said. “For now, there is no water
or electricity,” he added.

AFP

Repairing the stadium on priority looks improbable considering the massive cyclone relief
and rehabilitation work the state
would have to undertake in the
next couple of months. Also, with
the assembly election results to
be declared after May 23, the government may not be able to allocate funds for the hockey stadium for rehabilitation work.
The FIH Series Finals is an
important first step towards
qualifying for the Tokyo Olympics. India, the world No 5, play
Russia in the opening match.
Poland, Uzbekistan, South
Africa, Japan, USA and Mexico
are also in the fray.

Bach believes an alternative
organisation could run the boxing competition at next year’s
Tokyo Olympics if recognition is
withdrawn from the sport’s amateur governing body AIBA.
The participation of boxers at
next year’s Summer Games was
cast into doubt last November
after the IOC launched an inquiry
into financial and governance
issues at AIBA, which has been in
turmoil for years.
“We want to have boxing as an
Olympic sport and we want to
have a boxing competition at the
Tokyo Olympics in 2020,” International Olympic Committee
President (IOC) Bach told the
Australian Olympic Committee
annual general meeting.
“The question we are confronted with is, who will organise
it? Will it be AIBA or will we have
to find a different way?
“This depends on the results of
an ongoing inquiry we have into
AIBA which is looking at governance, finance, judging and refereeing -- it is very, very serious.”
Bach expected the IOC inquiry
to make its recommendations at
an executive board meeting in
Lausanne on May 22.
Boxing Australia director
Johan Linde, who quizzed Bach
on the issue, said he thought it
would be extremely difficult to
organise the competition.

to hormone medication
Agence France-Presse
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DOHA: Caster Semenya’s victory

in 800 metres at the Doha Diamond League meeting on Friday
victory could be her last over
800m with new IAAF rules governing testosterone levels coming into operation on May 8.
Asked if she intended to take
hormone-suppressing treatment, she said: “Hell no. No way.
“I don’t know what will happen next. But no-one should tell
me what to do, if people want to
stop me from doing something
that’s their problem, not mine.”
After setting a new meet
record, she told the BBC:
“Actions speak louder than
words. When you’re a great
champion you always deliver.
“With me, life has been simple. I’m just here to deliver for
the people who love and support
me. I’m enjoying each and every
moment of my life maybe
because I have the love I need
from my people.”
Semenya, 28, was only added
to the 800m start list in Doha on
Thursday morning, a day after
her appeal against a new rule
regulating testosterone levels
for women athletes was rejected
by the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS).
She had challenged the measures, introduced by the IAAF,
that will force women with
higher than normal male hormone levels — so-called “hyperandrogenic” athletes — to artificially lower the amount of testosterone in their bodies if they are

n

South Africa's Caster Semenya exults after winning the 800m at
the IAAF Diamond League competition in Doha on Friday.
AFP

to continue competing.
The rules will come into effect
Wednesday and will apply to athletes competing in races over distances of 400m to the mile.
Semenya hinted at quitting
the sport in a tweet Thursday,
saying: “Knowing when to walk
away is wisdom. Being able to is
courage. Walking away with
your head held high is dignity.”
After her win on Friday — in the
same city where she hopes to feature in September’s world championships — Semenya said she
was fighting a bigger battle
beyond the track.
“This is all about inspiring the
world. This is more than a game,
more than sports. This is about
human dignity, human pride.
What you do if you’re inspiring

the world.People fight me, I don’t
fight them. I live life and enjoy
it.”
BACH SYMPATHISES
SYDNEY : IOC president Thomas
Bach said he has “a lot of sympathy” for Semenya.
At the Australian Olympic
Committee annual general meeting on Saturday, Bach said: “I
must say I have a lot of sympathy
for Caster Semenya over this
decision.”
“Having said this, the issue as
such is extremely complex,”
Bach added. “It has scientific
impact, it has ethical impact, it
impacts on fair play in competition so it’s extremely delicate
and it’s extremely difficult to do
justice to all these.”
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standings

Team P

W

L Pts NRR*

CSK

13

9

4 18

0.209

DC

14

9

5

18

0.044

MI

13

8

5

16

0.321

SRH

14

6

8

12

0.577

KKR

13

6

7

12

0.173

RR

14

5

8

11

-0.449

RCB

14

5

8

11

-0.607

KXIP 13

5

8 10

-0.351

Updated till RCB v SRH match

shortstories
ARJUN PICKED FOR
~5 LAKH IN T20
MUMBAI LEAGUE
MUMBAI: Arjun Tendulkar, son of
cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar, was
on Saturday picked for ~5 lakh by
the Aakash Tigers Mumbai
Western Suburb for the second
season of the T20 Mumbai League
after an intense bidding. Arjun
was in the all-rounder category
with a base price of ~1 lakh.

Bihar moves SC in sexual
harassment case
NEW DELHI:The Cricket Association of Bihar (CAB) has moved the
Supreme Court against the CEO of
the BCCI in an alleged sexual
harassment case. CAB Secretary
Aditya Verma, through advocate
Jagnath Singh, informed a bench
headed by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi on Friday regarding the
charges against Rahul Johri. “The
Supreme Court has asked us to
place this matter before the
bench already hearing the BCCI
matters,” Verma told IANS.

England survive scare, beat
Ireland by 4 wickets
DUBLIN: England survived a scare
against Ireland as they secured a
hard-fought four wicket win over
the minnows in the lone ODI
played in Malahide. Ben Foakes’
61* and Tom Curran’s 47* helped
England win in 45-overs a side
game. Brief scores: England
199/6 in 42 overs (B Foakes 61*, T
Curran-47*, Joshua Little-4/45) bt
Ireland 198 in 43.1 ovs (L Plunkett
4/35) by 4 wkts.

todayontv
CRICKET
IPL

4:00pm: Kings XI Punjab
v Chennai Super Kings;

PLAYOFFS BATTLE Hyderabad’s fate hinges on Sunday’s MI-KKR match after they fail to defend 175
scorecard

Ankit Kumar Singh
n

ankit.singh@hindustantimes.com

n

matchagainstSunrisersHyderabad,RoyalChallengersBanglore
(RCB) head coach Gary Kirsten
talked about the need to identify
weak areas and make structural
changes for the next season. The
overhaul started straightaway
with the hosts making three
changes — Colin de Grandhomme coming in for Marcus
Stoinis, Washington Sundar for
Pawan Negi and Shimron Hetmyer for Heinrich Klaasen.
Two of them proved gamechangers as Royal Challengers
BangaloredefeatedSunrisersby
fourwickets.Itwasmereconsolation for Virat Kohli’s side, but it
left the losers’ hopes of a playoff
berth hanging by a thread. Sunrisers, with 12 points, are fourth
andtiedwithKolkataKnightRiders.AwinwillsendKKRthrough
as the last team ahead of SRH.
SRH made 175/7, powered by
skipper Williamson’s unbeaten
70(43b,5x4,4x6),butHetmyer(7547b, 4x4, 6x6) and Gurkeerat
Singh (65 – 48b, 8x4, 1x6) revived
the innings to carry the hosts to
178/6 with four balls to spare at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium.
RCB were reeling at 20/3 after
Kohli, Parthiv Patel and AB de
Villiers fell inside the first three
overs. But Guyanese batsman
Hetmyer plundered runs to
ensure the four-wicket win. The
stand with Gurkeerat for the
fourthwicketwasworth144runs.
After they were out, RCB looked
shakybutUmeshYadavhitbackto-back boundaries off spinner
MohammadNabitosealthewin.
Earlier, Sundar, playing only

n

n

Royal Challengers Bangalore’s Shimron Hetmyer scored 75 off 47 deliveries.

his third game, made a telling
impactwiththeballasheclaimed
three key wickets to peg Sunrisers back after being 52/1 at the
end of the powerplay overs.
The youngall-rounder got the
dangerous Martin Guptill by
Kohli at midwicket, for a 23-ball
30. He raised a 27-ball, 46-run
standwithWriddhimanSahafor
the opening wicket.
After his dismissal, Sundar
and Yuzvendra Chahal were all
overthebatsmen.Together,they
bowled seven overs and claimed

four wickets for only 48 runs.
Sundar dismissed Manish Pandey and Vijay Shankar, the only
Hyderabadplayerstohaveaggregatedmorethan200runsthisseason after David Warner and
Jonny Bairstow. Pandey fell to a
controversial catch by Hetmyer
at deep midwicket (replays
looked inconlusive whether he
grounded the catch). Shankar
made an 18-ball 27 before paying
the price for his aggression.
Hyderabadneededsomeoneto
anchor the innings and their

n

LA LIGA

3:30pm: Getafe v Girona,
live on Sony Ten 2 & HD
n

Sachin Tendulkar gets a shave from barbers Neha and Jyoti. Hailing from Banwari Tola in UP,
Neha and Jyoti, in 2014, entered a profession that is still considered a strictly male bastion. “You
may not know this, but I have never gotten a shave from someone else before. That record has
been shattered today. Such an honour to meet the #BarbershopGirls,” Tendulkar wrote.
INSTAGRAM

CSK aim to seal top spot, manage workload
ashutosh.sharma@htlive.com

MOHALI: Workload is the buzzword as the league stage of this
edition of the IPL winds down.
As table-toppers Chennai Super
Kings take to the field against
Kings XI Punjab in the 55th
match of the season, all eyes will
be on MS Dhoni, Ravindra
Jadeja and Kedar Jadhav —
three World Cup-bound India
players in the CSK squad.
There are a few others in the
fray as well, with Cricket South
Africa (CSA) keeping a close
watch on Faf Du Plessis and
Imran Tahir after Kagiso
Rabada suffered an injury playing for Delhi Capitals.
CSK have long admitted that
with older players making up
the core, it’s difficult to compete

howlosingthemomentuminthe
last two overs cost them dear
against Mumbai Indians and
KKR early in the season.
When death-over blues again
struck Umesh, it looked like it
would cost RCB dear. Thanks to
Hetmyer and Gurkeerat, it was
not the case on Saturday.

Focus on Karthik
as KKR face MI
Rajesh Pansare
n

rajesh.pansare@htlive.com

MUMBAI: It always helps when

your role is defined. But that has
not been the case for Dinesh Karthik. However, after every setback, the Tamil Nadu wicketkeeper-batsman has returned to
the drawing board.
Be it working on his keeping,
batting or mental conditioning,
he has been prepared every time
a national call has come. Last
year, he played a key role in
India winning the Nidahas TrophyT20seriesinSriLankaasMS
Dhoni was rested, and then
played purely as a batsman in
the Asia Cup win in the UAE.
The Tamil Nadu stumper
made his India debut in 2004,
only to be sidelined as Dhoni
took Indian cricket by storm.
However, Karthik has played
different roles across formats in
his many India comebacks, be it
as Test opener or pure batsman.
Over the past two seasons, he has
helped Kolkata Knight Riders
finish games, and played the role
to an extent for India too.
What has worked for the
33-year-old is the flexibility he
offers. KKR will need their skipper to be on top of his game when
they face Mumbai Indians at the
Wankhede Stadium on Sunday,
in the last league match of the
season.Theymustwiniftheyare
to nurse any hopes of qualifying
for the playoffs.
However, there are rumblings
in the KKR camp. Lethal finisher, Andre Russell, has
demanded a higher batting slot.
There is talk the atmosphere in
the dressing room is not good. In
Friday’s win over Kings XI Punjab, Karthik looked annoyed by
the performances of some players on the field.
However, that’s how the last
year has been for Karthik. He
was the toast of the nation after

HEAD TO HEAD
Mumbai
Indians

and recover, but somehow the
same experience has managed
to get them the wins as they sit
pretty at the top of league table.
“We look at the workload of
all the players because we are
little bit older than all the teams.
So, we are always monitoring
them,” coach Stephen Fleming
said.
Kings XI Punjab have once
again faltered, giving CSK an
opportunity to top the league
and the advantage of getting two
chances to make it to the final.
Coach Fleming said his players,
especially the World Cup bound,
already have an eye on it and the
team is doing utmost to manage
workloads.
“Depends on what happens
today. If the results go our way
today, we can have a look at
options. We are fixed on win-

HEAD TO HEAD
Chennai
Super Kings

Kolkata Knight
Riders

18

6
Total
matches

24

DK FINE ON
LOSING COOL
MOHALI: KKR skipper

Dinesh Karthik doesn’t
mind letting it rip if it
can bring the best out of
his players. On Friday,
Karthik lost his cool at
the innings break. “It’s
been a hard few days. I
wasn’t too happy with
the what the bowlers
and the fielders were
doing, so I thought I
should let the boys know
what I felt at that time. It
is rare, not many people
have seen me angry. If I
feel I need to be angry to
get the best out of the
boys, then maybe,” said
PTI
Karthik.

orchestrating the Nidhas Trophy final win. But in a T20 match
against New Zealand in February, his refusal to run a single
backfired as India lost.
Stinging criticism followed,
and there were calls he should
not be picked for the World Cup.
Young Rishabh Pant edged
ahead in the race for back-up
keeper. However, Karthik
pipped him when the 15-member
squad was named on April 15.
In England, he will be an
option for No 4 besides being the
backup wicketkeeper for Dhoni.

Khurram Habib

6:30pm: Chelsea v
Watford, live on Star
Sports 3; 6:30pm:
Huddersfield v Man
United; 9:00pm: Arsenal
v Brighton, live on Star
Sports Select 2 & SHD2

n

AP

skipper stepped up. Going into
the final over, they were 147/7,
butUmeshlostrhythmandWilliamson smashed two sixes and
twofoursoffthefirstfourdeliveriesoftheover(itwentfor28runs).
Umeshthenbowledano-balland
though the free-hit didn’t fetch
much,BhuvneshwarKumartopedged the final delivery for
another four.
It was not the first time RCB
bowlers had lost the plot in the
death overs. On the eve of the
match, Kirsten had lamented

ROYAL CHALLENGERS

P Patel c Pandey b Kumar
0 (3)
V Kohli c Saha b Ahmed
16 (7)
de Villiers c Guptill b Kumar 1 (2)
S Het’er c Shankar b Khan 75 (47)
G Singh c Pathan b Ahmed 65 (48)
C de Grandhomme not out 3 (4)
W Sundar c Pandey b Ahmed 0 (1)
U Yadav not out
9 (4)
n Extras (lb 2, w 7)
9
n Total (6 wkts; 19.2 overs)
178
n FoW: 1-1, 2-18, 3-20, 4-164, 5-167,
6-168.
n Bowling: B Kumar 4-0-24-2; K
Ahmed 4-0-37-3; R Khan 4-0-44-1;
M Nabi 2.2-0-26-0; B Thampi
4-0-29-0; V Shankar 1-0-16-0.

ht20

Ishant, Mishra set up big DC win

IN GOOD HANDS

PREMIER LEAGUE

Ashutosh Sharma

SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

W Saha c Yadav b Saini
20 (11)
M Guptill c Kohli b Sundar 30 (23)
M Pandey c Het’er b Sundar 9 (12)
K Williamson not out
70 (43)
ShankarcGr’hommebSundar 27(18)
Y Pathan c Yadav b Chahal
3 (4)
M Nabi c Singh b Saini
4 (3)
R Khan c Het’er b Khejroliya 1 (2)
B Kumar not out
7 (5)
n Extras (lb 1, nb 1, w 2)
4
n Total (7 wkts; 20 overs)
175
n FoW: 1-46, 2-60, 3-61, 4-106,
5-127, 6-137, 7-139.
n Bowling: U Yadav 4-0-46-0; N
Saini 4-0-39-2; Y Chahal 4-0-24-1;
K Khejroliya 4-0-29-1; W Sundar
3-0-24-3; C de Grandhomme
1-0-12-0.

BENGALURU: Ontheeveoftheirlast

FOOTBALL

6:30pm: Lazio v Atalanta; 9:30pm: Genoa v
Roma; 12:00am (Mon):
Napoli v Cagliari, live on
Sony Ten 2 & 2HD

M A R C H 23 - M A Y 12

Hetmyer,GurkeeratsealRCB
win,leaveSunriserspraying

8:00pm: Mumbai Indians
v Kolkata Knight Riders,
live on Star Sports 1, 1HD,
2, 2HD, 1Hindi, 1HD Hindi,
Select 1, SHD1

SERIE A

INDIAN PREMIER LEAGUE

19

Kings XI
Punjab

12

Tied

7 1*
Total
matches

20

*KXIP beat CSK in Super Overs after
macth ended in a tie

ning tomorrow and playing
well. We don’t want to complicate things, we have been in this
position for number of times
and very focused on how we can
win tomorrow,” Fleming said.
While Jadhav has struggled
with runs and Jadeja has done
his bit with bat and ball, it’s the
fitness of Dhoni that has CSK

worried. Every time he hasn’t
played, CSK have looked in disarray.
The team lost against SRH
when Dhoni missed the game
because of back spasm, and then
again against MI when Dhoni
missed the game due to fever.
“The positive about MS
(Dhoni) being sick last week was
that he has been able to take
some rest.
“And that one of the challenges you have when you want
your best player to play. I think,
he came back good and said his
back felt great.
“He is a little weak from the
flu. Another few days are important at this stage. All the players
are suffering from a bit of
fatigue so managing that is priority from coaching point of
view,” the coach said.

scorecard

khurram.habib@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: On Friday, Sanju Samson was asked if Steve Smith’s
departure would affect RajasthanRoyalsandwhethertheAustralian batsman gave any advice
before leaving. Samson
shrugged it off, declaring that
Royals have the bench strength.
His assessment was anything
but accurate as Royals, led by
Ajinkya Rahane, back as skipper
in Smith’s absence after being
axed, caved in without a fight
against Delhi Capitals at the Ferozeshah Kotla on Saturday.
Riyan Parag, the 17-year-old
all-rounder, scored a half-century that only helped the Jaipur
franchise avoid a major embarrassment, but not a big defeat.
Royals were restricted to 115/9
after electing to bat, and Capitals, despite some hiccups, eased
to 121/5 in 16.1 overs. Delhi are
on 18 points and look good to play
Qualifier 1 and get two chances
to enter the final.
At 65/7, RR were set for their
second lowest IPL total, but
Parag (50 – 49b, 4x4, 2x6) took his
team past 100, which also made
him the youngest to score a fifty
in IPL. He bettered teammate
Samson, who scored a half-century in 2013 when he was 18.
Capitals hardly broke sweat
as they marched to second on the
points table. Rishabh Pant,
guilty of throwing away his
wicket earlier in the season
though he had the license from
the coaching staff to play freely,
didn’t take any risk, opening up
only towards the end. His 53 (38b,
2x4, 5x6) saw three sixes and a
four come off the last six balls he
faced.
Few people in either side
would have known the Kotlasurface as well as pacer Ishant
Sharma and leg-spinner Amit
Mishra. Together, they turned in

n

RAJASTHAN ROYALS

A Rahane c Dhawan b Sharma 2 (4)
L Livingstone b Sharma 14 (13)
S Samson run out
5 (8)
M Lomror c Pant b Sharma 8 (3)
S Gopal st Pant b Mishra 12 (18)
R Parag c R’ford b Boult 50 (49)
S Binny c Pant b Mishra
0 (1)
K G’tham c Sharma b Mishra 6 (6)
I Sodhi c Mishra b Boult
6 (11)
V Aaron not out
3 (7)
n Extras (w 9)
9
n Total (9 wkts; 20 overs)
115
n FoW: 1-11, 2-20, 3-26, 4-30, 5-57,
6-57, 7-65, 8-95, 9-115.
n Bowling: T Boult 4-0-27-2; I
Sharma 4-0-38-3; A Patel
4-0-16-0; A Mishra 4-0-17-3; K
Paul 3.1-0-15-0; S Rutherford
0.5-0-2-0.
n

n

Delhi Capitals’ Ishant Sharma took 3/38 against Rajasthan Royals
in their IPL match in New Delhi on Saturday. SANJEEV VERMA/HT PHOTO

performances that never
allowed the visitors to settle
down. Ishant picked three of the
first four wickets, including
Rahane’s, while Mishra ran
through the middle and lowermiddle order.
Mishra even had the chance to
scalp his fourth IPL hat-trick,
which didn’t materialise only
because Trent Boult, one of the
best fielders in the competition,
misjudged a skier.
Barring that blip from Boult,
it was a thorough performance
with Mishra (3/17 in four overs)
raising the bar. That took
Mishra’s tally to nine wickets in
nine games.

With Royals’ middle-order
batting weakened after the
departure of Smith, and Ben
Stokes and Jos Buttler, a lot rode
on Rahane’s contribution. Perhaps pushing himself down the
order may have helped, but he
preferred to open. And trying to
flick Ishant out of the ground in
just the second over of the
innings, he holed out to Shikhar
Dhawan at deep square leg.
Ishant’s good length deliveries made the scoring difficult,
and that forced Liam Livingstone to improvise. He got a six
and four off the lanky pacer early
on, but then was castled by a
slower ball from him.

DELHI CAPITALS

P Shaw b Sodhi
8 (8)
S Dhawan c Parag b Sodhi 16 (12)
S Iyer c Livingstone b Gopal 15 (9)
R Pant not out
53 (38)
C Ingram c Rahane b Sodhi 12 (23)
S R’ford c L’stone b Gopal 11 (6)
A Patel not out
1 (1)
n Extras (lb 4, w 1)
5
n Total (5 wkts; 16.1 overs)
121
n FoW: 1-28, 2-28, 3-61, 4-83,
5-106.
n Bowling: K Gowtham 4-016-0; V Aaron 2-0-21-0; O
Thomas 1-0-13-0; I Sodhi
3.1-1-26-3; S Gopal 4-0-21-2; R
Parag 1-0-14-0; S Binny 1-0-6-0.

Samson, who was expected to
anchor the innings, was run out
soon after, before Ishant struck
again, getting teenager Mahipal
Lomror. The stage was set for
Mishra, who cashed in on the
demoralised batting line-up and
got three scalps.
RR then needed to think out of
the box as well as grit defending
a low total, but with Smith out,
not much came out of their bowling efforts.
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KEEPING
TRACK

Russell set for a new high
Swashbuckling West Indies batsman Andre Russell can break the record for maximum
sixes in an IPL edition. The left-handed all-rounder has dispatched 52 hits over the boundary in the ongoing edition and is seven short of Chris Gayle’s record of 59 set in 2012.

BIG NAMES AIFF shortlists four for national coach’s job to replace Constantine

Women’s football World Cup tickets
in demand; semis, final, sold out

HT Correspondent

Agence France-Presse

Who’ll helm Indian football?
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Indian football
federation has shortlisted four
candidates to take over as the
new men’s national coach to
replace Stephen Constantine,
who left after India’s Asian Cup
campaign.
More than a hands-on coach,
the All India Football Federation is looking for a good man
manager, according to Henry
Menezes, former India goalkeeper and AIFF technical committee deputy chairman.
On Thursday, his panel will
interview the short-listed candidates - former Barcelona assistant coach and ex-Bengaluru FC
manager Albert Roca Pujol,
ex-Croatia manager Igor Stimac, South Korea’s two-time
World Cupper Lee Min-sung
and former Sweden youth team
coach Hakan Ericson.
“The national team coach
will not get more than 50-60 days
with the players. So, he has to
understand the players’
strengths and deliver. He has to
be a good man manager. Three
out of the four guys are good
enough to take up the job. As the
technical committee we will
give our recommendation on
the candidates and then the
executive committee will take
the final call,” Menezes said.
“There are several factors
like the salary. Last time, there
was a big tussle over the salary
part. So, the AIFF has to take a
call.”
The national team coach is
paid USD 25,000 per month. In
2015, ex-Bengaluru FC coach
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PARIS: Five weeks before the

n
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Albert Roca
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Ashley Westwood was seen as
the front-runner for the India
job, but Constantine got it, to
return for a second term.
A lot of it had to do with the
salary, according to people in
the know.
Under Constantine, India
achieved their second best FIFA
ranking of 96 and qualified for
the Asian Cup. Though they
eventually finished last in their
group, they upset Thailand 4-1
in the first match.
According to reports, Stimac’s salary demands fit into
the AIFF’s scheme of things. He
coached Croatia in 2012-13. He
played for the erstwhile Yugoslavia’s under-20 team that won
the 1987 FIFA World Youth
Championship in Chile. The

51-year-old former defender
was in the Croatia team that finished third at the 1998 World
Cup.
Roca has the experience of
coaching in India for two years.
He guided Bengaluru FC to the
final of the AFC Cup, the first
Indian club to go that far. He
shares a good relationship with
Sunil Chhetri, who he coached
at Bengaluru FC.
“Knowledge of working in
India is always an advantage.
But the CVs of the rest of the
guys are also pretty strong. We
have to see their vision, whether
they want ready-made players
or are willing to explore and
look at the emerging players
too,” Menezes said.
“The final decision will be

women’s World Cup kicks off in
France, there is a hive of activity
high up in the Montparnasse
Tower, one of the tallest buildings
in Paris. It is here, on the 49th
floor and with an unobstructed
view over the French capital, that
tournament organisers are work-

ing to put everything in place for
a month — from June 7 to July 7 —
where women’s football will be in
the spotlight like never before.
And yet, the organisers admit
that they have been caught out by
the extent of the demand from foreign fans for tickets.
“We didn’t see it coming,” says
Erwan Le Prevost, head of the
local organising committee.
While the opening match will

be played at the Parc des Princes
in Paris and both the semi-finals
and the final will be staged in
Lyon, in between matches will
also be played in some of France’s
smaller provincial cities, from
Nice on the Mediterranean coast
to Valenciennes in the far north.
“We did not always choose big
stadiums, because we didn’t want
any empty stadiums,” Noel Le
Graet, the president of the French

Football Federation, admitted.
Yet of the 1.3 million tickets put
on sale for the 52 matches, at prices ranging from 9 to 84 euros,
more than 720,000 have already
been sold. “We have already
reached our objective in terms of
ticket sales and now we are going
beyond. The tickets for the semis,
the final and the opening match
sold out in 48 hours,” said Le
Graet.

announced soon as we don’t
have any time. India play the
Kings Cup in June in Thailand
and then in August there will be
the Inter-Continental Cup. The
AFC qualifiers will follow.”
Korean Lee has vast experience in Asian football. He is currently assistant manager of the
South Korea U-23 team.
He played in the 1998 and 2002
World Cups. In 2002, as co-hosts,
Korea finished fourth, the best
finish by an Asian nation. He
coached Guangzhou Evergrande in the Chinese Super
League in 2002.
Ericson was in charge of the
Sweden U-21 squad for
seven years and was Sweden’s
chief coach at the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Arsenal look to reverse slump
Agence France-Presse
n

match against Burnley with the
possibility to be in the top four,”
he said.
“It’s not in our hands, but we
need to win our matches and the
first is Sunday.
It’s not easy to win each
match, for us and for other
teams, but the focus for us is to
win against Brighton for different situations.
“We are going to play the last
match at home and we want to
finish at the Emirates with a victory. The first objective is to finish in the top four and it will give
us the chance.”

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Arsenal have one foot
in the Europa League final but
know they cannot afford the
luxury of taking it easy in
Sunday’s match against struggling Brighton as they chase
a Premier League top-four
berth.
Unai Emery’s team have wobbled badly in the league in
recent weeks, losing four out of
their past five matches after
putting themselves in a strong
position.
They are two points behind
fourth-placed Chelsea with two
matches remaining, the first at
home to Brighton on Sunday
and the second away to Burnley
the following week.
But they still have two chances to reach next season’s
Champions League --- by winning the Europa League or moving up a place from their current
position of fifth in the Premier
League.
Arsenal lead Valencia 3-1
ahead after the first leg of their
Europa League semi-final on
Thursday.
Victory in that competition
guarantees entry into the

n

Sunday’s Premier League match against Brighton will be Arsenal
REUTERS
keeper Petr Cech’s final game at the Emirates Stadium.

Champions League next season.
Emery, who said reaching the
Champions League again after
the absence of two seasons is the
club’s “first objective”, is aware

that he is not in control of the situation.
“We need to win the next
match and if we win against
Brighton we are going to the last

CECH TO RETIRE
Emery confirmed earlier this
week that the injured Aaron
Ramsey, leaving for Juventus at
the end of the season, would not
feature again for the club, while
veteran goalkeeper Peter Cech
is retiring.
The Arsenal boss conceded
that qualifying for the Champions League through the league
would be tough with thirdplaced Tottenham, Chelsea and
Manchester United also in the
mix.
But despite recent hiccups, he
is happy with his first season in
charge at the Emirates.

Age-verification test for
shooters off the mark
Navneet Singh
n

navneet.singh@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The National Rifle

Association of India (NRAI),
will conduct TW3 age-verification test on more than 100 shooters in youth (U-19) and junior
(U-21) categories, even though
the procedure has a huge margin of error and is of little use in
the two age groups.
The Tanner Whitehouse 3 test
(TW3) is used to analyze the
growth of the wrist bone, and is
a reasonably accurate way of
verifying if a girl is less than 14,
or a boy is less than 16. Beyond
that, the test has a huge margin
of error, ranging between one to
four years, to account for individual differences in bone
growth.
An NRAI official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said,
“Those failing to comply with
the order, will have to forego
their berth in the July 12-20 Junior World Cup (rifle, pistol and
shotgun)” at Suhl, Germany.
SAI CIRCULAR
A SAI circular, dated April 26,
mandates using the TW3
method for verifying age, but
says “It is informed that the age
verification (TW3 method) cannot be done for girls above 18
years and for boys above 19
years.”
Dr PSM Chandran, former
director, sports sciences, SAI
and currently president of the
Indian Federation of Sports
Medicine, says that the accu-

racy of the test is only limited to
14 years in girls and 16 years in
boys, “that too with a plus/
minus six-month margin of
error. “The international football federation (FIFA) discontinued the TW3 test long time
back and uses the MRI test for
age verification,” Chandran
said.
Ashok Ahuja, the former
head of SAI’s medical centre,
Patiala, too says the test is “not
foolproof”. “It doesn’t work in
girls above 15 and boys above
16.”
“SAI introduced the TW2 test
in 1986. Now it is slightly
advanced and called TW3. Why
don’t they (SAI) insist on the
original birth registration certificate?” Chandran asked.
“The TW3 is expensive and
time-consuming and a big problem for everybody to follow it
up. Saying that some children
don’t have birth certificates, I
don’t believe it.”
Multiple Asian Games gold
medallist pistol shooter Jaspal
Rana, who is the national junior
team coach, though said, “It’s a
good initiative.
“Screening at home is better
rather than facing embarrassment abroad.”
He added that age-fudging is
not a big issue in target shooting, but as a precautionary
measure, the NRAI has made it
mandatory for the youth/junior
squad. “Nothing to be alarmed
about,” he said.
Except that the test simply
makes no sense.
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ALL SIDES LAYING DOWN ARMS IS THE OUTCOME OF ANY PEACE PROCESS
Zalmay Khalilzad, US special envoy, on the ongoing Afghan peace talks

photooftheday

NORTH KOREA
FIRES SEVERAL
SHORT-RANGE
PROJECTILES

CycloneFanibarrelsinto
B’deshafterbatteringIndia

Bloomberg

NATURE’S FURY At least four people killed in Bangladesh, 1.2 million moved to about 4,000 shelters

n
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HONG KONG: North Korea fired

Agencies
n
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DHAKA: The strongest cyclone to
n

SpaceX launched a load of supplies to the International Space
Station on Saturday. A Falcon rocket raced into the predawn
darkness at Cape Canaveral, Florida.
NASA/TWITTER

shortstories
EXXONMOBIL SUES CUBAN COMPANIES
HAVANA: US giant ExxonMobil has filed a lawsuit against Cuba’s stateowned oil company and a major business group for what it called “unlawful
trafficking” of its assets after Fidel Castro’s 1959 revolution. This includes “oil
refineries and service stations, which are still in use today even though
plaintiff has never received any compensation for this property”. The suit,
filed in federal court in Washington, seeks $280 million from Cuba-Petroleo
(Cupet) and Cimex, which operates service stations on the island nation. The
lawsuit from the biggest US oil producer came as the Trump administration
lifted the suspension of Title III of the 1996 Helms-Burton Act. The provision
allows anyone whose assets were seized after the revolution to sue Cuban
AFP
individuals and businesses profiting from the former holdings.

German police shut down
major ‘dark net’ trading site
BERLIN:German police have shut
down Wall Street Market, one of
the world’s largest illegal online
markets in the dark web that
enabled trade in cocaine, heroin,
cannabis and amphetamines as
well as stolen data, fake documents and malicious software,
and arrested the three men
AFP
allegedly running it.

Black women top US
beauty pageants
NEW YORK: Cheslie Kryst, a North
Carolina lawyer, won the Miss USA
crown and completed the historic
triple with pageant winners 2019

Miss America Nia Franklin and
recently crowned 2019 Miss Teen
USA Kaliegh Garris. For the first
time, three black women are the
reigning Miss USA, Miss Teen USA
and Miss America.
AP

Iran president’s brother
gets jail term in graft case
DUBAI: An Iranian court has
sentenced President Hassan
Rouhani’s brother to an unspecified jail term, state news agency
IRNA reported on Saturday, in a
corruption case the president’s
supporters allege is politically
motivated. Hossein Fereydoun
was sentenced to prison on some
of the accusations, IRNA news
AGENCIES
agency reported.

hit India in five years killed at
least 12 people in Odisha, before
swinging north-eastwards into
Bangladesh on Saturday where
four more people died.
More than a million Bangladeshis were moved to safety.
After it made landfall early on
Friday,tropicalcycloneFanihad
lost some of its power and was
downgradedtoadeepdepression
by the Indian Meteorological
Department as the storm moved
inland over Bangladesh.
“Thefearofamajordisasteris
mostlyoveras it hasweakened,”
Shamsuddin Ahmed, director of
the Bangladesh Meteorological
Department, told reporters.
A storm surge still breached
embankments to submerge dozens of villages on Bangladesh’s
low-lyingcoast,adisasterministry official said in Dhaka.
About1.2millionpeopleliving
inthemostvulnerabledistrictsin
Bangladesh had been moved to
some 4,000 shelters.
Theofficialsaidthe stormhad
damagedmorethan500houses.It
destroyed several houses in the
Noakhali district, where a twoyear-old child and a 12-year-old
girlwerekilled,andabout30people were injured, local official
Tanmoy Das told Reuters.
Bangladesh’s junior minister
for disasters Enamur Rahman
said at least four people were

n

A marooned elderly couple sits on a log close to their home surrounded by high waters in Khulna, Bangladesh.

killed and 63 others injured.
In India, authorities were
assessing damage left behind by
Fani,whichhadspentdaysbuilding power over the northern
reaches of the Bay of Bengal
before tearing into Odisha.
The Indian media reported
that at least 12 people had died
acrossthestate,withmostdeaths
causedbyfallingtrees,butamass
evacuationof1.2millionpeoplein
the 24 hours before the tropical

T H R E E - D AY C O R O N A T I O N

inthenews

JOHN KELLY

US president’s ex-aide faces criticism for joining a
firm that operates shelters for migrant children
He joined the board of Caliburn International,
which runs Homestead, a temporary facility
for housing unaccompanied migrant children
in Florida, four months after quitting as White
House chief of staff

1

Thailand’s king
officially crowned
Associated Press
n

cyclone made landfall averted a
greater loss of life.
The seaside temple town of
Puri, which lay directly in the
path of Fani, suffered extensive
damage, as winds gusting up to
200kmph tore off tin roofs,
snapped power lines, and
uprooted trees on Friday.
Videofootagetakenfromnavy
aircraft showed extensive inundationinareasaroundPuri,with
wide swathes of land submerged

Discussing 3-way
nuclear deal that
includes Russia
and China: Trump

2
3

Before leaving the White House, Kelly had said he had “nothing but
compassion” for undocumented migrants crossing into the US.

Canada PM Trudeau’s
job approval waning
Anirudh Bhattacharyya
n
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TORONTO: Less than six months
before federal elections, twothirdofvotingageCanadiansdisapproveofthejobPrimeMinister
Justin Trudeau is doing, according to a new national poll.
The survey by the non-profit,
non-partisanagencyAngusReid
Institute shows that 67% of the
samplequeriedexpressed disapproval of his performance while
just 28% approved. This flips the
ratings for the Canadian PM
sincehe led his LiberalParty to a
sweeping victory in 2015. At the
endofthatyear,63% approvedof
him. But the leaders of the other
two major national parties also
fare poorly in the poll, with both

logging more disapproval than
approval. Conservative leader
AndrewScheer’s40%approvalis
six points lower than disapproval, and New Democratic
Party Jagmeet Singh is viewed
positivelyby34%,with45%holding a negative view.
The pollsters pointed out that
except for a brief period during
the G7 summit in Canada last
year when Trudeau openly critiqued US President Donald
Trump,he“hasseenhisapproval
steadily decreasing for almost
two years.” But the news isn’t all
tough for the Canadian PM, as
they also noted, “While the past
year has been a bad one for Trudeau,hisrivalpartyleadershave,
in large part, failed to capitalise
on his woes.”

Vajiralongkorn was officially
crowned on Saturday amid the
splendourofthecountry’sGrand
Palace, taking the central role in
an elaborate centuries-old royal
ceremony that was last held
almost seven decades ago.
The coronation represents a
renewalofthemonarchy’spower
aftertheOctober2016deathatage
88 of Vajiralongkorn’s revered
father, King Bhumibol Adulyadej.Italsocomesamidmorethan
adecadeofpoliticalstrife,includinga2014militarycoupandacontentious election less than two
months ago.
After completing the rites,
Vajiralongkorn issued his first
royal command, which is supposedtosetthetoneforhisreign.
It closely echoed the words of his
father’s first command.
“I will pursue, preserve and
extend,andreignwithrighteousnessforthebenefitandhappiness
of the people forever,” the king
said, according to an unofficial
translation.
The 66-year-old Vajiralongkorn has served as king for more
than two years since assuming
the throne. On Saturday, he
receivedhiscrownfromthechief
Brahmin, a Hindu priest who
playedaguidingroleinthemixed
Buddhist-Hindu ceremony,

Thailand's King Maha
Vajiralongkorn sits on the
throne.

AP

which was televised live across
the nation on all channels.
Theking,knownasRamaXfor
being the 10th monarch in the
Chakridynasty,thenplacedatop
hisheadthecrown,whichismore
than 200 years old.
The“Great Crown ofVictory”
is66centimetershigh,weighs7.3
kg and is ornamented with diamonds set in gold enamel.
It was one of several pieces of
royal regalia presented in homage to his power.

Alaska’s thaw threatens prehistoric sites once frozen in time
n
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QUINHAGAK,US:The first arti-

fact, a wooden mask, was discovered in 2007 by a child who
stumbled upon it while playing on the beach near his home
in Quinhagak, an Alaskan village that sits by the Bering Sea.
Over the following months,
similar objects - baskets, finely
carved harpoon shafts,
wooden dolls, ivory tattoo needles - emerged from the earth
as melting permafrost driven
by climate change revealed a
Yupik Eskimo settlement dating back to the 1600s.
Today, more than a decade
after the first find, an extraordinary collection of some

100,000 prehistoric Yupik artifacts sits in a newly opened
museum in Quinhagak, home
to an indigenous community
of about 700 people.
“This is by far the highlight
of everything I’ve ever excavated in my 40-year-career,”
said Rick Knecht, an archaeologist with the University of
Aberdeen in Scotland.
For 10 years, Knecht has
been racing to save as many
items as possible at the excavation site about 5km from Quinhagak and dubbed Nunalleq.
“Almost everything we
know about Yupik prehistory
comes from this site,” said
Knecht. “If we’d lost it, the people here would have lost their
past and a tangible link to that

More than 100 rockets were fired from Gaza, a Palestinian enclave, and
Israel’s air defences intercepted dozens of them. No casualties
were reported on the Israeli side

WASHINGTON: US President

n

past.”
But while Knecht marvels
at the trove of artifacts discovered at Nunalleq and the clues
these objects have provided to
traditional Yupik culture, he is
also horrified that similar sites
across Alaska are probably
disappearing as the frozen
ground that has preserved
them for centuries thaws and
erosion sweeps them away.
“As the permafrost melts,
you can see that the soil liquefies. It’s like a box of ice
cream,” Knecht said, pointing
to the fast-eroding shoreline.
“We’ve only saved this one
site, but tens of thousands like
it are being lost right now
while we’re talking because of
climate change.”

n

Yupik Eskimo artifacts found by archaeologist Rick Knecht at
the excavation site near the town of Quinhagak in Alaska.
AFP

Israel often accuses Hamas of using
protests by Palestinians as cover to carry
out attacks and says its actions are
necessary to defend the border. A UN probe
released earlier this year had found that
Israel committed crimes against humanity
by responding to border protests through
snipers “intentionally” firing at civilians

WHAT HAPPENED
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Donald Trump has said that he
and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin discussed a
potential three-way nuclear
deal that includes China.
During his interaction with
reporters following almost an
hour-long conversation with
Putin on Friday on various matters, mainly Venezuela, Trump
said the talks would first start
between the US and Russia and
China would join later.
“We’re talking about a
nuclear agreement where we
make less and they make less
and maybe even where we get
rid of some of the tremendous
firepower that we have right
now... and China is frankly also.
We discussed the possibility of a
three-way deal instead of a twoway deal,” the CNN quoted
Trump as saying.
Trump said that he has
already spoken to China. “And
China, I’ve already spoken to
them. They very much would
like to be a part of that deal. In
fact, during the trade talks, we
started talking about that,”
Trump said.
The US president said the
talks would first start between
the US and Russia and would be
later joined by China.

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Gaza militants on Saturday reportedly fired a
barrage of rockets at Israel, which responded
with strikes that killed a Palestinian

BANGKOK: Thailand’s King Maha

C L I M AT E M AT T E R S

Agence France-Presse

The cyclone season in the Bay
of Bengal can last from April to
December. In 1999, a super
cyclone battered Odisha for 30
hours, killing 10,000 people.
But since then, technology
advances have helped weather
forecasters track the cyclones
more accurately,giving authorities more time to prepare, and a
mass evacuation of nearly a million people saved thousands of
lives in 2013.

ROCKETS FIRED
AT ISRAEL,
TENSIONS RISE

Agencies
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Democrats accused him of profiting from the controversial policy he
had proposed as homeland security secretary of separating immigrant children from their parents

in the aftermath of the storm.
Bhubaneswarairportsuffered
considerable damage, butwould
re-open on Saturday afternoon,
India’s aviation ministry said.
Sheltersweresetupinschools
and other safe buildings to
accommodatetheevacuees,who
included scores of tourists.
Neighbouring West Bengal
escapedsubstantialdamage, but
authorities moved nearly 45,000
people to safer locations.

AFP

numerous short-range projectiles off its eastern coast, South
Korea said, in Kim Jong Un’s latest and most provocative signal
of frustration at talks with US
President Donald Trump.
The significance of the test
was difficult to assess as South
Korea revised its account of the
nature and scale of the weapons
discharged from the eastern port
of Wonsan just after 9am local
time on Saturday.
After first calling them “missiles,” South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff later changed its
description to “projectiles,” saying greater clarity would require
more analysis.
The details are key since
Trump has cited Kim’s self-imposed freeze on missile and
nuclear weapons tests to support
his decision to continue negotiations with the North Korean
leader.
South Korea’s descriptions of
the incident suggested shorterrange rockets or artillery that
would be less likely for the US to
interpret as a violation of Kim’s
pledge to refrain from testing.
“We are aware of North
Korea’s actions. We will monitor
as necessary,” White House
press secretary Sarah Sanders
said. US national security
adviser John Bolton briefed
Trump about the launch, according to a senior administration
official.
The weapons travelled 70km
to 200 km.

STRIKEBACK
In response, the Israeli army targeted two rocket
launchers in Gaza with an air strike. Its tanks hit a
number of military posts used by Hamas, the Islamist
group that rules the territory

1 KILLED, MANY WOUNDED
A Gaza security source said a series of Israeli
strikes hit at least three separate areas of the
Gaza Strip and three resistance fighters were
wounded. Gaza’s health ministry reported one
person killed and several wounded

SIMMERING TENSIONS
Israel and Palestinian militants in the blockaded
Gaza Strip have fought three wars since 2008 and
fears remain of a fourth one. A ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas brokered by Egypt and the UN had
led to relative calm around Israel’s April 9 election.
But recently, after a rocket was fired from Gaza by
Palestinian militants, Israeli aircraft struck a Hamas
military compound

TALKS IN CAIRO
With the ceasefire at risk, a Hamas delegation led by Gaza head
Yahya Sinwar left for Cairo last Thursday for talks with Egyptian
officials on a truce. After the ceasefire, Israel allowed Qatar to provide
millions of dollars in aid to residents of Gaza

Central bank, tax
body chiefs fired
amid Pak-IMF talks

L A N K A AT TAC K S A F T E R M AT H

Bombs found buried
in mosque backyard

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s govern-

ment removed the governor of
the central bank and the head of
the tax authority amid the
nation’s bailout negotiations
withtheInternationalMonetary
Fund.
Tariq Bajwa, chief of the State
Bank of Pakistan, and Federal
Board of Revenue chairman
Mohammad Jehanzeb Khan
were fired because of their “performance,”FirdousAshiqAwan,
a special assistant to Prime Minister Imran Khan said.
The removal of the two comes
weeks after finance minister
Asad Umar was asked to resign.
Khan faces growing criticism
from economists and opposition
partiesformishandlingtheeconomyanddelayingtheIMFbailout
since coming to power in August
in a national election. The economyisfalteringamidbalance-ofpayments crisis and a depleted
treasury.
BLOOMBERG

Agencies
n
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COLOMBO: Three bombs and 100

grams of ammonia have been
found buried in a backyard of a
mosque in a Sri Lankan district,
the police said. The explosives
were recovered at Welipenna on
Friday night during a joint operation carried out by the special
task force and the police, The
Daily Mirror reported.
Also, police requested the
public to hand over swords or
large knives to the nearest
police stations after hundreds of
such blades were discovered in
mosques and homes during
searches.
Four foreign nationals
including one from Pakistan
who violated immigration regulations were arrested by the
police during search operations.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister

n

A soldier stands guard at a
checkpoint in Colombo.

AFP

Ranil Wickremesinghe has said
madrasas in Sri Lanka should
be regulated by the Muslim religious and cultural affairs ministry and not by the education
ministry. Sri Lanka’s Catholic
Church will televise a Sunday
mass after cancelling regular
services.
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CLASSIFIEDS
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

>> 0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

8872502111

GROOMS WANTED

KHATRI
PQM4 SMART/FAIR Punjabi
Khatri Girl/Sep.84/5'-2" Edu. B.Com,
CS,CMA,CA(Inter).Running her own
office/Firm at Delhi.Preff.CA/MBA/CS/Medico/Govt.Emp. 7087448888.

SUITABLE MATCH for Hindu
Khatri Girl, 4-12-1986, 5'3", MCA,
Working in Multi National Company
at Mohali. Contact: 78371-75472

LOOKING FOR professionally
qualified match from USA, CANADA
for girl LLM from USA, May-1983
born chandigarh educated match
equal status preferred. Call:09418476623

PQM 4 Eco(H), MBA, CS, PB Khatri girl

with strong fmly values,(Nov 85). Fair
slim b'ful. 5'5",Wkg Rptd MNC Bank
CTC 15 LPA. Ph: 9911153705, Email :
arunasawhney28@gmail.com

AGARWAL
29/5'3" Garg Beautiful Working
Girl. Business Calibre & Smart.
Professional/ NRI Match. Father
Senior Corporate Executive from
IIT based Delhi/ Mumbai. Brother
Engineer from BITS. Good Marriage.
WhatsApp: 93548 32667 Email:
srdynamic07@gmail.com

PQM4 PB. Kh. Ansh. Mglk girl 5'6½
04.08.1992/20:45 hrs/ Delhi born,
MCA wkg in MNC in Ggn. Pref. Prof.
qlfd boy wkg in MNC. # 8700130473.
Email: vinchadha@gmail.com

86 PG Graphic Designer &
Consultant, sunita_kaushal2000@
yahoo.com, 99151-06412.

PUNJABI SARASWAT Brahmin

1990 born Delhi 5'1" slim & fair
B.tech Girl, working,16 LPA seeks
Delhi based well educated & settled,
born 1987-1991. # 9310090990
Em: singhalak786@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Brahmin
girl Age-32 years, height-5'5",
M.Sc. Physics Ph.D, Asst. Professor
Ph: 9811588529, 9811588549.
Email: sbala1957@yahoo.in

TYAGI SUITABLE Match reqd for
fair looking Tyagi girl, June 88/ 5'4"
3-yr textile dip/ wrkg. Pref qualfd
service class/settled business.
M. 9868137676, 9013012636.

WANTED GROOM for Kaushik
Brahmin girl, 21/01/1990,12:28 pm,
5' 2.5"/Meerut. Bachelor from Delhi
Uni., M.A., M.Phil. Ph.D.(JNU Delhi).
Taking remedial Classes in Delhi Uni.
as guest lecturer & B.Ed College.
Preferably professor, Govt. Officer
or working professional. Contact9412204111, 9837423008

SM FOR 24 yrs/ 5'5" b'ful fair slim

Lawyer Gharwali Brahamin girl
Bharadwaj Gotra practicing in Delhi
Pref. Civil Services, Doctor, Engineer,
lawyer.Em:- advertiser4k@gmail.com

GAUR BRAHMIN Bhardwaj Gotra,
Fair, B'ful girl 5'2"/1984, BAMS,
PG, Diploma, Prfd Delhi/ NCR & UP.
Mobile- 08650002860
Email: mukuldutt@gmail.com

SM4,FAIR, B'FULL Sep 87/5'2" wkg PB NM Saraswat Brahmin girl
as Teacher, father retired as Under
Secretary, MHRD,Req. Delhi ncr bsd
service class, businessman, well stld
Boy #7289977650,8130860467,
srishtisharma0918@gmail.com

PQ SM 4 Sr. Brahmin Medico Girl
pursuing MD (Path) final yrs 22-9-91
/7:37 AM/Varanasi Mglk 5'6" smart+
Gd luking. fmly stld in Delhi. Medico/
non-medico PQ boy from well established & well Edu. fmly Reqd. W.App
9810290687,Em: sse76n@gmail.com

PROFESSINALLY QUALIFIED
for Sarswat Brahmin Slim Beautiful
Girl, 2-1-1992 (9.29 AM, Nabha),
5'-4", B.tech (Computer IT) CTC 12
Lac, Working MNC Gurgaon. Pure
Vegetarian from Patiala (Prefered IT
Sector Gurgaon/Canada). 9501500084.

03.05.1993/6:22pm Del, Garg Gotra,
Homely, Fthr CA, Seeks Prof/Buss
Fmly, Del/NCR # 8076942639 W'Ap:
9810230022, akg4596@gmail.com

Beautiful Issueless Divorcee Sikh
Khatri Girl 31 Years 5'4" MBA
Working MNC Noida. Delhi Based
Contact: 9312254992.

GURSIKH , Delhi based Well Settled

Jan83/ 160 cm slim fair MBA (SMU)
Non-working. Seek suitable Delhi/
NCR boy. Whatsapp : 9818859996.
Email : aadya105@gmail.com

PB. SR. Br. Fair Girl 5'/18-2-89,
5:27pm Lucknow, PG Working as
Admin. Officer in Lucknow based
Reputed Company Caste no Bar.
9839272330(WA),8960000392(WA)

BRAHMIN 28/5'3" B.Tech, MBA
fair girl looking for a groom, well
settled in Govt. / Pvt. services with
Handsome package. Contact7007344074, 9415746764

GAUR BRAHMIN Anshik Manglik
wheatish slim 27/ 5'4"/ 1992/ MBA
12 Lacs, Parent Govt. Employee.
respectable family. M: 9717822344.
Email: scbd1965@yahoo.co.in

Call: 9810002649
(No Mediators or
Brokers Please)

PQM 4 V.Bful 5'7", B.Tech, MBA NCR
based Punjabi, Non Manglik girl,
23.08.89/Ghaziabad, Wrkg with
BIG4 MNC Gurgaon (17LPA), Whatsapps- 9811241043, 9873816309

SEEKING ALLIANCE for Anshik
Manglik, Advertising Prof. Wkg. with
MNC 28/5'3"(3.10.90)PB Post Graduate Girl Prefd. Boy with similar field
from Delhi/NCR.#9810226900/9968180776, chopra.shaily@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Khatri Girl, Never

SUITABLE MATCH for Gupta
Non Manglik Girl 1 Feb 84,
4:37AM /5'3" Fair Beautiful,
Graduate B.Com. # 9711611551,
Email: snco1991@gmail.com

(INDUSTRIALIST/ SERVICE) Boy

Required For High Status Industrial
Family Girl Working In MNC 22/03/87,
08:50AM, Panipat Haryana, 5'6"
B.Tech, girlgarg87@gmail.com
7494887845.

PQM FOR Manglik. Goel Girl, DOB: 0909-1988 (3.30 pm) Delhi. 5'1" /
B.Tech, 20 Lac PA, Working MNC
Pune. Contact : # 9811293814, E-mail:
akgoel2013@gmail.com

4:39 PM, Delhi, 5ft., MBA (Finance)
Working 6 LPA, Pref Delhi/NCR.
Contact: 9818244300, 9582378030
Email: rastogisk@hotmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for beautiful

beautiful girl. Born 12 Sep 88 1120
hr Chandigarh. Shall join Microsoft
Hyderabad CTC 35 Lac. Caste no bar
for professionally qualified.
gargsk08@gmail.com Whatsapp
7307333400

fair Singla Girl 5'-1 ½", 05.11.1987,
01:02 pm, Chandigarh, M.Tech,
Punjab Govt. Service, Distt : Mohali.
Chandigarh based Educated Status
family. Tricity preferred, WhatsApp.
9814711609, 9814737353.

SM 4 b'ful fair slim Gupta Vaish
girl 36/ 155 M.Sc. Chem. M.Ed.
M.Phil doing PhD Chem. Email:
drblg876@yahoo.com

SM 4 NM NCR Base Mittal 24.12.1987
7.15 AM 5'1" MBA/Non working Fair,
Smart middle class status decent
marriage pref good business/service
9818089219, bcmittal@gmail.com

PG, HR Prof. Seeks Well Educated &
Settled Groom From Reputed Family.
urfeehaider1984@gmail.com,
9810078786

SUITABLE DELHI/NCR match 4

SM4 PB. Saraswat Br.Mglk. Girl,16 Jan PB GRADUATE/ 35, 5'3, I'less /
1978, Delhi, 5'.3", M.com, B.ed
Contact- 9560583480, 9899491525
Email:tejpalmanish7@gmail.com

Div. Wrkg off Asst in Central
Govt on Contract basis. Bro.
Central Govt. Officer. Email:
malra.rakesh@gmail.com

B'ful, Fair, Veg, Malhotra Manglik
Graduate girl with Computer
Diploma 86/5'5" # 9871568118
Whatsapp 8527412712

SM FOR Beautiful, Slim, Brahmin Girl

12-4-89 / 5'5" BE, MBA (SP Jain)
working MNC B'lore 23LPA, Doctors
Fmly Del / NCR. Upper Caste no bar.
9812054433. sharmask4@yahoo.com

PQ NCR match for Punjabi b'ful
Arora girl 1979/5'4" MBA CTC
27 LPA. Widower/ Divorcee
please excuse, early marriage.
Email: drbaldev28@gmail.com

SM4 PUNJABI Mehra B.Tech (IT)
Girl 5', Fair Complexion Working IT
Company Banglore as Automation
Developer (R.P.A) 14.02.87, Caste No
Bar Willing to Settled Abroad.
9729391035, 8826844052 (Whatsapp) 8731. neha@gmail.com

SM4 FAIR, Pb Arora Mglk Girl,

17.07.90, 13:55, Del, 5'3", MBA, Wkg
Del, 11.8 LPA, M: 8800958784,
9650992326, matrin1707@gmail.com

Sunni Syed Beautiful-Girl. Seek
Highly Educated boy.9357775732,
7508819339

BUSINESS FAMILY of South Delhi,

Seeks alliance for daughter, NonManglik, 30 yrs, 5'1", Slim, Good
Looking, Well educated and Cultured.
Caste no bar. Contact : 9871799839
Email: neptunedk9@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH fair, beautiful
Bhullar girl, 5'-4", 84, B.Com,
Fashion Designer, preferred well
settled Jat Sikh Businessman.
7696303036.

KAYASHTHA

SUITABLE MATCH for Fair Punjabi

Khatri Girl, Feb 92/ 5'3" Dual M.A frm
U.K working as Sr. Lecturer in Delhi.
Girl is Canada PR applicant. Canada
based boy preferred. Caste no bar.
#8287005180 E-gogi1958@gmail.com

DOCTOR
PQM4 SMART Doctor PG(MEM )

84/5.4 wrkg in S/Spl Hosp Delhi. 15
Lpa Mob 9643576812 e.mail
shomesita56@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR Tall, H'some, Prof.

MEDICO MATCH for Sept 88 Born
Sood Girl 5'-3" M.D. Pathology. Contact: 9315101803.

SM FOR Beautiful Punjabi Girl 26 yrs

MEDICO/ MBA/CA match for

5'2", M.Tech - IIT Kanpur, working in
MNC, Delhi based Family of Doctors
& Engineers. Contact: 8368805959
Email: rchopra2008@yahoo.com

Smart, Fair, Tall & Beautiful, DM
(Nephrology), Dec 86 / 160. Working
at Corporate hospital in NCR.
Belongs to family of Doctors. Father
owner of multi-specialty hospital.
Email: matri.doc47@gmail.com

SM4 B'FUL Pb. Khatri Girl 5'8"

21/06/1991 B.Tech MBA(IIM) Wkg
MNC At Mumbai 18Lpa+ Seeks Pb.
Match Exp. Tfr. Dl/NCR #9654656271
Em:anilmehan1958@Gmail.com

CA B'FUL Mahajan Girl,5'4"/17.12.91

/8:30 AM Delhi / Working in Large
Corporate/South Delhi based Fmly of
professionals, seeks Prof. Qualfd boy
in-service/ B'ness. Ph: 9818188826

STATUS PB fmly seeks w.setld prof
M4 their b'ful,talented girl 6/1/1990
5'4" textile Dsgnr, wrkg in Biba. Fthr
AGM in SBI, Mthr PGT. # 9911142010
Email: alkamahajan61@gmail.com

PB KH South Delhi Business Family
seeks match, for 78 born V.fair
Girl 5'6" LLB/ MBA Wkg as advocate
in law firm. looking for high status
business family or highly placed
professional. E-mail Biodata/
Photo at khanna5100@gmail.com
Ph: 9811060629.

SM4 MATHUR Manglik b'ful working
girl, Dec 1984/ 5'4", MA (English)
Contact: 9818033746 whatsapp:
8800199628 Email :mmd.mmdvv@gmail.com

SM4, KAYASTHA B'ful Girl, Age 30/

Delhi based boy from Sophisticated
family for a CA, 25yr old b'ful smart
well brought up girl, 5'9", Wkg in Big
4, from Affluent Prof. Family of
South Delhi. Contact : 9560416202

SM4 PB Arora V.fair Veg. Girl 31/05/
84, 5'2"BA/DU. Delhi bsd upper class
Business Fmly.Pref Service/Business
class fmly. 9810089084,9350811872
Email: dbabbar@rediffmail.com

PROF QLFD /CA for CA Girl 31yrs,17
Jan 88, 5:19am,5'2" Delhi based, wkg
Big4 MNC 18Lpa, JS ID - ZZXY4215,
Send profile what's up 9999252180
Email - khurana1415@gmail.com

PQM FOR fair slim pretty convent
edu., Pb girl, 5'3"/16-5- 81, 4.01pm
Delhi. Grad, PG Dip Mass Com, Asst
Editor, father retd sr. Def Offr sttled
S.Delhi. dhawansc@gmail.com

NCR SM4 dli pun khatri, MBBS,
doin PGDMCH,fair,5'6",m in6fg,
jsid ztwv7835, 3.25pm,
8/8/90 delhi, 8178968292,
dhawanpkd@gmail.com

PQM4 NM Fair & H.Some Boy 5'7" /

WANTED WELL Educated

CANADIAN HINDU Khatri

SM4 PUNJABI h`some boy, 35

31 B.Com & HM Graduate Wrkg As
Manager In MNC 7LPA Own House
Delhi M: 9811856595 / 9999008380

30/5'-7",MBA, SR. Consultant MNC
Gurgaon 12 Lac. owns Flat Father
Retd. DGM 8288091070

Beautiful Match for Hindu Khatri
Boy 29/6', B.Tech, Custom & Excise
Inspector. Caste No Bar. Contact:
98156-90655.

years, 5.11, MBA from London, own
business, Contact 8373983468 Email
- Matri993399@yahoo.com

MEDICO/IIT/IIM MATCH for
Punjabi khatri Hindu, pretty, fair,
slim MD girl, 1986/5'3'', SR premier
Institute. Doctors family. Whatsapp
9646624870

DR. FOR B'ful, 23/5'7", Fair, Punjabi
Khatri girl doing MD Dermatology
Premier Inst.Delhi. Parent Doctors
having own reputed medical setup.
Email: advertiser2k@gmail.com

20.8.87/5:00 AM/ Delhi, 5'5" girl,

MD (OBG), S.R Pvt. Hosp, Only child
Seeks Medico/Civil Uttrakhandi/ Pb.
Delhi bsd Rajput Boy. # 9818640974
Email: ds.gusain@eil.co.in

MEDICO- NONMEDICO Match for

Doctor Psychiatrist Girl Oct'87/5'3" of
High status Punjabi Business family.
Contact: 8126279566, Email:
mrsneelamsoni@gmail.com

5'6"/ CA Final & Working, Unable to
conceive due to congenital absence of
uterus. Divorcee/Widower accepted
Caste No Bar. Contact 9456211600.

NIGAM FAIR and Beautiful
Girl/ Feb. 92, 5'2"/ B.Sc. Mass
Communication/ Pers. B.Ed./ Delhi
Based. Contact: 9953290621,
8750067291

RAJPUT
RAJPUT DELHI Girl FM Reputed
Family. Smart, Cultured, Good
Looking, MBA working, well to do,
26/5'7"/ 5 Lac, Cont: 9899455915,
Email: prachi15singh@gmail.com

SAINI
CANADA PR girl,B.Tech(IT), 04.11.92,

1:17am,Delhi,5'4",Saini gotra Nanua &
Togar.Contact after proper horoscope
matchmaking for Gun,Kundli,Dosh etc
9910239787, Em: cmsaini@gmail.com

MATCH FOR Punjabi Saraswat

SM4, H'SOME well educated PSB, 33

M4 GR Brahmin M.Tech 5'7"/25.6.91/

/5'11" South Delhi based B'ness family
Looking for well educated B'full, fair
girl from status family. # 9811212967
Email:- sppp2009@gmail.com

18:28/ Delhi B-Tech, MBA,
Wrkg MNC Delhi 13 L+PA.
Mob. - 9013699228
E-Mail : nsharma5710@gmail.com

GAUR BR. 29, 5'3" B.Tech (Civil)
JE Delhi Govt (Cont) Pref B'ful Girl
Govt/MNC Delhi/NCR well settled
family 9213098652, 9810725868
Email: 16kaushik1962@gmail.com

boy July'84/179cm MBA(SMU) Mgr.
reptd Insurance Co.Delhi 5 Lpa. Seek
wkg b'ful girl Delhi/NCR. Whatsapp:
9818859996, vashistom@gmail.com

GAUR BRAHMIN Handsome
boy Nov. 90, 6ft. B.Tech, MBA (IBS),
wkg. MNC Gurgaon 12 LPA, Educated
Status family, pref. wkg. girl,
9416266270, 9468002747.

PQM FOR girl 5'9" / 82 i'less
divorcee, wkg in MNC H.position
seeks I'less W. stld profl. Boy.
Caste no bar. Contact: 9312405877
Email: sanjayrastogiin@yahoo.co.in

MATCH FOR pretty Sikh Rajput
Urban based Dentist, 164 cm, 1981
born, looks younger, issueless
divorcee, D/o Senior Defence
Officer, Religion/Caste no bar.
Call: 82849-82052, 76528-39905.

IIT/ IIM /NRI/Rich Indl. Match for
45/163 Slim, V. Pretty, Goyal,
MBA, Issueless Divorcee, Dean,
Salary 50LPA. No Bars. Email:
vivaahking@gmail.com

37 YRS Sikh(F), Looks much Younger

NRI
PQM 4 Pb/Kh/Slim, V.fair Nov 86/
5’2” wrkg UK as Postdoctoral Scientist in top Institute. Seeks QM upto
34yr wkg in UK.w'tsapp 9971079782
E: satyabhushan.mukhi@gmail.com

PUNJABI KHATRI beautiful 25/

5'2"/ 27. 3. 1993/ 3.58 pm/ Delhi. BBA
girl with top MNC in Singapore from
Professional family.Reply with photo,
time of birth. WA# 7838117090
emmkay101@gmail.com.

Divorced Medico, DNB,25LPA,1yrs
son,L'king for a Medico/Profess.
Settled, Groom below 40yrs. Preferred in Delhi -NCR Upper Caste.
Em:janaksinghc1985@gmail.com

B'FUL, PB Khatri 33/5'5', MNC,
Gurgaon, 13L, divorcee, seeks
match from NCR # 9871014348,
Email: deipanwit@gmail.com

Canadian PR Prof qlfd Pb Khatri
girl Sep. '89/5'1". Girl visiting Delhi
soon. 9818180507, 9811389666.
Email: chander_2247@yahoo.com

SM4 V'FAIR / B'ful/ Slim/ Gupta/

Dec'89 / 5'6''/ BBA & MS( USA) WkgIn
NY On H1B /Delhi Fmly/ 9312967744/
ng261289@gmail.com Caste No Bar

MANGLIK

Manglik Kanyakubjya Brahmin Boy
(29 yrs, 5'8"), Working in HCL,
Lucknow. Contact: 7379120888

DUBAI SETTLED beautiful Saxena

working girl 34/5'4" , 30 LPA looking
for a suitable boy working in Dubai.
Contact :-8447299220 Emailaloksaxena8@yahoo.co.in

A B'FUL/ PQ girl for fair/ h'sm Sikh
boy MBA/5'9"/ Feb 89 born wrkg/
stld on PR in Canada since Sept 18,
only son parents in Dli #9810359747
Email: bhalla.manjit@gmail.com

B.Tech, MBA, 28/5'11" Businessman
boy of Moderate High Status family
seeks Qualified,Slim Charming , girl
of Educated fmly. #9313186091

SM 4 Sikh Khtri boy 5'10'',May'86,own

business of transport & mobile shop,
Own house Delhi. Income more than
1Lac p/m.# 9999918689, 9811308745
Email: gurvindergg@yahoo.co.in

PQM4- MDS (ORTHODONTICS 2nd yr)
Gurusikh Arora Turbaned 5'10",86
born boy, running clinic since 6+yrs
in Haridwar, 9501661172

boy 31/6', IT MNC Pune Busi Analyst
12 LPA, Call: 8054940867,
Whatsapp: 9478270867.

SIKH 29/ 6ft B.Tech IT Wkg & Sttld
in Australia, S.Delhi bsd Well Sttld
fmly Lkng for PQ B'ful Wkg/Studying
girl in Australia or Delhi from status
Fmly. # 9953533799, 011-26160224
B.Tech, well Established business,
Educated family settled in Mohali.
9872072859.

BRAHMIN HANDSOME boy 28

years, Asst. Mngr of pvt. Bank.
seeking a well-educated B'ful bride.
E-rbrishi2013@gmail.com.
9193987774

SM 4 H'some, Kashmiri Pandit 35/6'
Non-Veg boy, Own Business from
Middle Class fmly, Seeks B'ful, Homely girl of Lower Class fmly, Caste
no Bar. 9810026873, 8826681193

CA Veg. Brahmin Pnjb Boy, 6'2"/ 309-88/5:00 AM , Delhi, Wrkg MNC in
Gurgaon 13LPA. (JS I'd: ZWYU5593).
Ph: 9810715415 WhatsApp

RAMDASIA SIKH boy 1992/ 5'-9",
Diploma in Business Management
from New Zealand seeks PR girl
from New Zealand, Australia,
Canada. Elder sister married in
Australia. 82838-14124.

PQM4 H'SOME Khatri Sikh Boy
Feb 87/6' B.Tech serving in Canada
P R Holder Both Parents Retd as
Bank Managers South Delhi Contact
with Photo. Mobile-9873951681
Landline No- O11-4O55O886

PQM 4 Turbaned Sikh 28yr/5'8",wkg
as lawyer in a reputed law firm Delhi
20Lpa,own Indpdnt rural / comm.
prop Affluent status fmly.(Marriage
bureau pls excuse) # 9988881362

31/ 6', B.Tech, MBA (ISB), from S.Del
bsd renowned Business fmly, Seeks
Tall Cultured girl of status family,
educated in reputed Institutes. call
9717590402 pmpm1187@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Sikh Khatri
non-turbaned boy, Aug 1990/ 6'-1",
B.Tech (P.U), MBA (IIM). Working
with an MNC in Hyderabad,
Chandigarh based educated family.
Mob: 98145-04104, bhatia13chd@
gmail.com

NRI
doctor bride for permanent resident
(PR) Canada, BE, PEC Chandigarh,
MBA 7.10.81/5'11" Handsome boy,
never married. Caste no bar. Visiting
India may end.whatsap-8146445538

HIGHLY EDU. khatri turbaned
nontrimmer sikh 33/5'8", greencard
holder wkg in NY seeks well edu.
slim bride prefly wkg in USA caste
no bar. Contact: 9811847395

BRIDE FOR handsome (37/5'9") Sikh
NRI-IIT-IIM-35 YRS i'less h'some

divorcee, well-settled in S'pore, 5'8' v
high earning seeks b'ful, educated
girl from gd family, 8929180977,
ssl971704@gmail.com

PQM FOR BE(DCE)- MBA (IIM-Cal)

Mnglk Rajak Rajput Girl, 30+LPA;
5'6", 8-oct-90, 7:39 AM, Delhi,
#9810476472, #9872433958, JVS
ZTUS4221

H'SOME FAIR 42/5'-7" Dr. MBBS.

VISHWAKARMA

5'6", Delhi based Jatav Girl, Never
married, BCA, working in Pvt.
Sector. Caste No Bar. Contact /
Whatsapp: 8750406672

8.9.92/ 5'7" own business.
3.11.93/ 5'7" Central Govt. Service
Dehradoon. Mob: 9873964409/
9354291816. Family living in Delhi.

GURSIKH, HANDSOME, Tall, Slim,

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER/

Match For 25/160 Manglik, Slim,
Fair, MBA, CA-Final, Vaish Innocent
Divorcee, Marriage Was for 10 Days.
Email: vivaahking@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for 33 yrs/

PUNJABI BRAHMIN brothers

SIKH

SM4 SIKH Arora boy 28, 5'-11",

BIZ/ PROFESSIONAL, Status

JATAV

Boy born July'91, 5'8" B.Tech
ME, Working MNC Gurgaon
# 9810516553, Email:
kaliaashokkumar11@gmail.com

RAMGARHIA SIKH Non Turbaned SM 4 H'some, Turbaned, Gursikh boy
beautiful, slim, 5 feet, smart MBA girl.
Looks very young, working MNC in
Gugaon. Belongs to reputed South
Delhi based family. Father ex-Army
now senior bureaucrat in Govt. and
mother teacher in Modern School,
Vasant Vihar, N.D. Looking for settled
professional/business handsome boy,
caste no bar. Contact : 9711865969

Girl 28.1.91, 5'4", 3.44am, Delhi,
M.A., M.Ed, Teacher in School of
Central Delhi. 9990750770,
sunlight201163@gmail.com

(Exclude Dhalwal and Patlera gotra)
MCA B.ed, Wkg KVS Faridabad,NCR
Preferred . #9873644369.
Em:mohinder1.1.1957@gmail.com

SM4 PUNJABI Sr. Brahmin

SEEKS PQM tall B'ful girl for H'some

SUITABLE MATCH for Smart

PQM 4 Slim B'ful Arora/ Khatri Mglk

SMF 30YRS, Panchal girl,5'5"

17:30 Delhi. Adya Nadi working Hyd.
17 LPA. Veg. /N.Smoker/N.Drinker.
Own house South Dli. # 9810632390
Email: sharma.yp123@gmail.com

COSMOPOLITAN
KHATRI SIKH March 90 born, very

NRI/ WILLING to sttle Canada for

Brahmin boy 30yrs /172cms
academician, vegetarian, based in
Delhi. email: savp95d@gmail.com.

SM 4 Pb Boy, 24-04-90, 5'10",

Brahmin 30/5'5"/12 LPA B.Tech SW
Engr wkg Delhi Father Retd Cl-1
officer Pref wkg Girl # 9350925897,
Email : anilkdutt@gmail.com

B'FUL, GORI n Smart, NM Amb. Kay,
5'2" March 86, MBA, Wrkg as Sr.
Mngr in Pvt. Comp. at B'lore Seeks
Suitable Well Settled Boy. Early marriage Contact- 9006038924 (W)

SM 4 Br.Boy fair slim 15-8-90/17:27

PQM4 NON-MGLK Mohyal

Rajput Mnglk Kangra (HP) born 2-380/ 4:55AM/5'3"/ MA(Hin&Eng.), Ph.D
(Edn) b'ful slim girl Wkg as Asstt Prof.
(Guest) in DU College.# 9868105726

JAT

sionally Qualified/ Business Class
Match from US/ Canada/ India for
Beautiful, Charming, Cultured, Very
Fair, Dec. 91/5'-2", Highly Qualified
Daughter, MBA from USA, Working
in US, having Canada PR, from
Upper Middle Class Jat Sikh Family
Based in India. Respond with detailed biodata and Recent Photographs. Email:
indernew732@gmail.com

Girl fair,b'ful I'less, mutual Div.V
short stay 41/157, M.A., B.Ed.,P.G.D.C.
A. Wkng TGT Rptd.Pub Schl 7+Lpa.Em:
htmat14@gmail.com, 8178435994

DLI BSD Well Edu/Stld SM for Thakur

SINDHI

WANTED WELL Settled Profes-

Div.girl,V.Sht Mrg,23/03/79/3:45am
Fbd/5'3"/Looks M.yngr,B.Com&MBA
both Reg. wkg as HR Mngr in FBD,
8448029129,dhanguruji@gmail.com

HIMACHALI

JAT SIKH

Doing B.Ed. 2.7.80 1:42pm Ludhiana
Never Married Veg Teetotaller Wkg
Delhi Caste No Bar Seek Non-Smoker
only geets_saini@yahoo.com
9870324015

MBA(HR), Dip IT, B.Com, 20 March,
1981, 12:40 PM, Delhi. Wkg MNC Ggn.
14.5 LPA. WhatsApp: 9811294053
Email: soodrp44@gmail.com

M4 ISSULESS Khatri Boy Divorcee

PB NM Saraswat Brahmin h'som fair

Rajasthan Based family 1993/5'5"
B.Tech., N.I.T., MBA from IIM preferred Raj./Delhi Based Handsome
Boy IAS/IRS/IIM/IIT (M) 9413981070

5'6" B.Tech /M.S/ UK/1988 Born
working as a Manager in MNC
Gurgaon Seeks well placed
professional/ Businessman. Em:
sasonmee@gmail.com, 9811071755

Teacher in Reputed School, salary as
per Govt. grade. Seeks match from
Delhi/NCR only. Marriage Bureau
excuse. # 9910575999, 9899234666

5.7"/ BA (Eng.Lit) PO in Bank at
Lucknow. Reply with biodata & photo.
Email : mushir05@rediff.com

SM 4 Beautiful Girl from reputed

SM 4 high status Punjabi family girl

PQM 4 Div Gaur Br. girl 36/5'3", NM,

SUNNI MUSLIM beautiful girl 24/

5'6" Sep 96 Jat Girl. Pref High
status family. Tel: 9871591853
bd3450@gmail.com

SM4 PBI. Hindu Saini B.Com Hons D.U

PQM 4 B'ful tall Sood Khatri Girl, 5'9"

WORKING MNC Match for
Software Engineer, Noida, 5'-8",
14-02-1987, 12:00 Noon, Jalandhar,
25 Lacs 9478625706.

Delhi.6ft B-Tech,own business,seeks
beautiful,fair, slim, educated
Girl,caste no bar call/whatsapp
9958541414,smatty.rk@gmail.com

QLFD. DELHI/NCR Manglik 4 Pb.
BDS (PU CHANDIGARH) 25/5',

S/M REQ for V.b'ful High Status

PQ SIKH Arora Khatri M4 B'ful Div.

SM 4 Rastogi Manglik girl, 19.11.89,

SM4 GARG B.Tech 26y 158cm

Maths, Asst. Prof. Guest Faculty DU,
UGC/ NET, Grad JMC, PG Hansraj,
17.04.88/10:04 am/ND/Manglik 5'6"
9958429444/ E: 3k1155@gmail.com

Slim, Good Lkng, B.Tech, M.S.,
Sikh Arora Girl, Wrkg US from
well Edu. Family. 9990095561,
ipsinghdelhi51@gmail.com

B.Com(Hons) MBA 13.09.89, 4:52 AM
Karnal Wkg. MNC Gurgaon 15 LPA.
Doctors Family 9466486186
dr.rajat@yahoo.co.in

6.9.84/10:19 PM/ Meerut, M.Sc (DU),
wkg Noida 8.77 LPA, Edu. Middle cls
fmly/ Pref. from NCR. # 8126653812
Em: prabodhkumarjain@gmail.com

ACADEMICIAN FOR Kapoor, Phd.

PROF EMPLOYD match for PB fair

SM4 B'FUL Smart Garg, 5'5"

SM 4 fair b'ful Jain Ans Mglk girl 5'2"/

girl, MBA-Fin. from UK belongs to a
simple, cltrd & high status Pb. Sikh
family. Any Cast # 09810352690,
Email: balbirsinghgill@gmail.com

PQM FOR 30 Yrs, 160cm,

KHATRI

BRAHMIN

SM4 B’FUL Fair Slim PB Kh I’less
SUNNI SYED 26 5'3' Beautiful, Jamia

ARORA

boy of Educated fmly, Req for Fair,
Charming, Tall 24/5'6" working
Punjabi Arora girl of Businessclass
Educated family. Cont: 9310086091

PQ, GURSIKH M 4 Bhatia Gursikh

5'3" working Gurgaon.Seeks status
Family & Edu Settled boy. Contact:
9810140122 Email:
nikhil1806@gmail.com

MBA-HHM (Sr. Ex. Hosp Adm in Jpr.)
33/5'3" Father Retd GOI Offcr, Seeks
allince, Profl Qlfd Muslim well to do
Fmly boy. Em: syed.bpl24@gmail.com

WELL SETTLED, Businessman

Girl 25/5'6"/ Asst Prof in DU seeks
Well Edu/wrkg/ND Gursikh boy from
Del based reputed fmly#8587949417
Em:- chawla.blessings@gmail.com

BRIDES WANTED

Vegetarian boy 5'10", 27-02-1989,
5.45 morning Ropar. Currently in
Punjab. WhatsApp 89688-31174.

Gp1Pass, wkg Asstt. Mgr MNC Noida.
# 7683004963 Email:
ravjian@gmail.com

SYED, SUNNI Muslim B'ful Girl BAMS

PQM4 B'FUL, 1990/5'5", Non-Mglk

Mglk Khatri MBA 07.09.86/ 3:07 PM
Delhi, 5'4" wkg MNC Ggn (UK shift).
3.60 LPA + Cab. Father CA retd. GM
PSU, mail to aph321@gmail.com

Fair Beautiful innocent Issueless
Divorcee Arora Sikh Girl 39/5'-4" MA
B.Ed. Belonging to well to do and
educated family Religion no
Consideration. Contact: 9872796045 Please Send Biodata of the
boy in Question on this WhatsApp:
Number.

Delhi based Beautiful, Graduate,
Working Girl 31/5'4" Liberal Middle
Class Family. Whatsapp Nos.
9582573783, 9582569271

6" Divorcee issueless well convent
educated, Self Employed Girl, Caste
no bar. Cont. 9811815993, Email:
hrconsultant1974@gmail.com

(Community Med.) 30/5'3", wrkg Intl.
Research org. Del. 12L pa. looking for
Doctor/B.Tech+MBA from premier
inst./civil services. # 7506586240

WANTED SUITABLE Match for

SUITABLE MATCH for Sunni Mirza

SM4 PB Khatri, Non Manglik 74/5'

veg. girl 5'3" / 26.01.88/12:25pm Del,
Post Grd. wkg MNC GGN 10LPA, well
sttld Edu. Pb. Fmly. W/A 9810262283.
email: makangp56@gmail.com

Banker Prof'nl Corporate Defence
for Delhi bsd Dental Consultant b'ful
fair, slim 37/ 5'6" looks much young
mutually Divorced of Defence family
prefers personal meetings first
instance decent early marriage.
# 9810310812/ hmsethi@gmail.com

MUSLIM

beautiful Punjabi girl 5'2"/ 17-12-91 /
4:30am Delhi / BCA / MCA/ Teacher
in Reputed school. South Delhi based
family. # 9599232552.

SM 4 Delhi Based Pb. khatri slim b'ful

DIVORCEE/WIDOW

BUSINESSWOMAN

PROF. QUALIFIED fair slim

SM 4 fair,slim,B'ful Pb Arora girl MD

SM4 B'FUL Slim Khatri convt Edu.

PQM 4 NM B'ful Agrwal CA girl, 36/

9810656633/ ajaidm60@gmail.com

Girl April 1983/5'2" B.Com., LLB
working with C.Govt. Delhi. 8+LPA
well settled family. Whats app on
9818656676, 9811206996

S.DEL BSD Punjabi Ar. Bus.Fmly.

Invite Alliance for there B'ful,
Fair,Well edu daughter wrkg in MNC
25/10/1984,Ht. 5'1. Cont: 9818782322,
groverpradeep54@yahoo.com

Email: suren29farid@rediffmail.com

25.03.1980,5'3, M.Com, MBA,LLB
WKNG as DIR. COMM. IN A REPTD
ComE-shri_ganesh@yahoo.com,
09910502618 NCR,South delhi prfd.

AGARWAL

Yadav Girl 31/5'-1" M.com, B.com,
Well settled in Punjab. Mobile :
9888643752, 9041688015.

WELL SETTLED SM4 PB Khatri N/M JUNE 87 born hindu kshtriya family

PQM 4 fair beautiful Arora Girl,

Convent Edu. MBA Girl 34/ 5'-3" wkg
MNC GGN 35 LPA Approx. 9814153244.

SUITABLE MATCH For Beautiful

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri NM beautiful

Delhi/5'3", B.Com (H), DU, doing CA
final, brthr in USA, parents retd
GovtSer Whtap 9540641726
narula.parveen140@gmail.com

daughter 5'4" April 93 , Graduate &
photography course, world wide
traveled, match from status business
family & Abroad (Coordinator
pls excuse) Contact. 8383955335
Email: harrypanesar61@gmail.com

Graduate, Business, 16 lakhs
annually, Colour fair, suitable
match, 9781418048, 9217584452

yadav girl 87/160cm wkg as teacher
in rep. School from Educated status
family.father businessman& brother
pilot in an Airline. Call:99713-97602

Email:
bbtransfer60@gmail.com

for tall fair slim girl MDS Orthodontist
having Own Clinic DOB- 22.07.81 TOB
15.58 Dli early marriage,Emailmdswed81@gmail.com

N. MGLK b'ful 01.10.87/11:14am,

TURBAND SIKH match for our

KAMBOJ SIKH girl 5'-4"/87,

YADAV

PQM4 FAIR B'ful Convent Educated SHORT MARIAGE Unmarried MNC

Contact:8851569620

PQ WS Dli Based Punjabi boy required

Pretty, Slim girl MA, B.Ed wkg as
Eng Teacher in Rptd School 5'2"/
23.3.90/7:27pm/Delhi PB KH fmly,
vijay.gujral1960@gmail.com

31/5'6", B'ful girl MBA, MNC Wrkng
H'some Salary, Delhi Sttld Educated
family. Seeks Employed/ Well Settled
boy. Mob/WhatsApp: 9650990171

Gursikh Match for Candian Citizen
Highly Qualified, Well Placed, 27,
Good Looking, 5'7"
matchperfect809@gmail.com

Govt Job.#9810241998/9810368294

PROF. QLFD. well Stld Match for

PROFESSIONALLY QM for Sikh,

PROFESSIONALLY QUALIFIED

fair Girl 31/5'7" LL B (5 Yrs) NLU, 26
LPA, US Consulting, Gurgaon, Father
CMD CPSU, Rajput, Bhumihar,
Kayastha, Agrawal welcome. Vinod
Singh, 9650922231,
vksnhpc@yahoo.co.in

Married, MBA(Finance), Senior
Manager, HDFC Bank, Chandigarh,
5'-4", 11 Oct. 1980, 6.55 PM, Meerut.
satisharora48@yahoo.com
9814586407.

Businessman boy of Educated fmly,
Req for Tall, Slim, Charming 26/5'4"
Graduate girl of Businessclass High
Status family. Contact - 9810286091

girl,31/5'5",B.Tech(India),Certification
(US), Working as Manager in MNC
(Bangalore) Contact:09988008355
Email: ravi_82b@yahoo.in

ALLIANCE FOR Rajput beautiful &

Highly
reputed Delhi
based family running
their own Hospital in Delhi
seek alliance for their fair
beautiful intelligent
Doctor Daughter 88 born
Issue less divorcee
(marriage lasted 5 months)
Looking for high status
well qualiﬁed
Business Or Professional
match.

bful fair slim girl 5'2" 18/7/86 Del/
B'FUL Punjabi Girl,
slim fair 5'5 diploma anaesthesia
5'4",14.10.90/00:05AM/Delhi,wrking
9:36am,MSc (IT) working (SWE) MNC
doctor wanted well settled boy
KURMI
Graduate in Spanish & English (Hons.)
Div. 21-06-1984 /5'2",
IT Co. 10LPA whatsapp-9999920488
upper caste below 34 years. Email
Father-Business man. # 9810823855
Email:
smgsmg1986@gmail.com
Issueless,
ID: khushisep16@gmail.com call:
Email: dmwaterrakesh@hotmail.com
9824047437
PQM FOR (khagaria bihar &noida)
Running her own
based wheatish girl, 1985 / 5'2'', Msc
PQM FOR South Delhi based Punjabi
Educational Venture. SM4 POST Graduate Computer
math bed btet ctet qualified father
Khatri
b'ful,
5'3"/
35,
Issueless
Div.,
officer(engg) in railway Caste all
Qualified Smart Girl Working in MNC
Preferred: Issueless,
MD
having
Established
Practice
in
kurmi M no. 9878846570.
GGN Aug 80/Delhi /5'3"Well Settled
MBA/PROFESSIONALS
South Delhi. Cont : 9811149584, Email
family #9818296249 EmailWell Educated,
: IAFL@USA.NET
nagpal45@gmail.com
30 Lakh Annual
PQM 4 b'ful, v.fair, conv educated
JAIN
Income plus,
03.04.89, Mumbai, 21:04, MA, MBA
SM 4 slim fair 26/5'3.5" S.Delhi based SM4 B'FUL, Fair, 5'3" Punjabi girl
from reptd institutes, 5'3", working
NM, B.A., Homely, 9.15 pm 11 Aug,
girl PGDM from Pearl Academy wkg
Only Delhi NCR.
MNC Bank Father Sr. IRS Officr, from JAIN,FAIR, SLIM, Con.edu. S.Dli,
92 Faridabad seeks well settled boy
as Asst. Mgr. with Global Footwear
No Cast Bar
reptd UP family. Upr caste no bar.
in FBD/Delhi/NCR # 9319709239
brand Ggn.Father B'nesman, Mother
31.07.85,6:20am/5' BCom (H)/ CA (F)

SIKH
WELL SETTLED match for Smart

MA B.ed slim Hindu (Passi)
Delhi based girl. Caste No Bar.
Mob. No: 9810260622, 9650302418.

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri Suri,Beautiful girl

Non-Manglik fair beautiful
slim girl MBA NIT Diploma Jan
1993/5'4". Contact: 9971191145.
Email: krishansunil88@gmail.com

DOCTOR

MATCH FOR beautiful 5'3½"/30 yrs
BISA- AGARWAL Match for

PUNJABI

PQM4 SLIM b'ful Bram. Girl 5'-3",

PUNJABI

BISA AGARWAL

SM4 B'FUL, Very Fair, MBA 5'3"/

BRAHMIN

Readers are advised to make appropriate thorough enquiries before
acting upon any advertisement. This newspaper does not vouch or subscribe to the claims and representations made by advertisers regarding
particulars of status, age income of the bride/bridgegroom
HINDU

PQM 4 PB B'ful fair slim veg girl,5'4"/
4.9.91,B.Tech,Wkg in MNC as Sr. S/W
Engr.11.72Lpa,khatri hormone Prblm
Del bsd fmly.Prfrs Ttlr IT/Govt. Serv.
well stld C'ltrd dcnt boy 9810371889

ADVICE

COMPANY SECRETARY, LLB

SC/ST

MRCP U.K Ctzn. Wkg Canada
Divorce Khatri Boy Dr./ Fmly.
Seeks Well Edu. Culturd. Girl
Aged 30-35 From Decent Fmly.
09416378082 deepak.hansraj@
gmail.com

(cleanshaven)MBA, BE Comp Sc wrkg
in Sydney Australia. Email:
ipsa47@hotmail.com

PQM4 V h'some Sikh Arora Kh.Cl/Sh

Jan'80/5'11'', BE MS Comp.Engg.wkg
Sr.position,Recent US ctzn vstg India
May'19,Parents India bsd.# 91-94631
33555, bestmatch234@gmail.com

MATCH FOR beautiful Punjabi Adh- SM 4 H’some UK bsd. Panesar
Dharmi (SC) girl, Master of Design
(NIFT) 28 years, 5'-3", doing job.
Father Retd. Sr. Manager (Bank).
Mother postgraduate homely.
9417185487, 7009116109.

SM4 BALMIKI Fair Girl MA, B.Ed,
C Test Pass, 35 yrs/ 5'4", working in
Recognised School in Delhi. Pref.
educated well settled boy. Caste no
bar. Contact: 9910708752

Sikh Boy Dec. 84 /5’10”. Own
established B’ness. Fmly have their
own B’ness. Ramgharia Girl prfd.
Email: rajinderpanesar0@gmail.com

SIKH FMLY US Citizen Brother 35/
5'9" Surgeon & Sister 30/5'3" MD
Medicine. Looking for equal status
match.(Caste no bar).W/Ap +12124707175,Em:jetandersapra@gmail.com
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BRIDES WANTED
AGARWAL
SM4 GARG Boy 20.09.1981,06.30 am
/ Gurgaon / 5.5" / 10 Lpa. LLB .Seeks
Homely NCR Gril Cast no Bar, cont
8588896037/ 9953764837 Email :
rachnaoic@gmail.com

SM4 BANSAL (Radha Soami)
Grd. NRI Wellset B.man boy 1991
born H. 5'11", Slim Fair Smart
PB Base # 9871004467, Email:
aggarwal9321@gmail.com

SUITABLE MATCH for Panchkula
based B.Tech Business Jindal boy
29/5'-7" of well educated family,
Send photograph with profile at
guptasukhdarshan@gmail.com
9216911734.

LOOKING FOR a bania agarwal

career oriented beautiful vegetarian
bride for 30 yrs 5'6", 65kg handsome
fair entrepreneur boy with 8 lakh p.a.
income.Call 9419116171

SM4 BANSAL H'some Boy 5'8" /
8.04.86 /Ph.D, Scientist Fellow at
CSIR - CEERI , Pilani . Pref. B'ful
Qualified Girl. Contact No:
9839289797,9670455999

PQSM AGG. CA, 24yrs., 5'10"
Manglik, Own Practice 2 yrs.
Ph.: 9810300291, 9810800291,
Email: meenugdelhi@gmail.com

Call: +91-7290094798
Email With Recent Photo
& Full Details to :

director.vinyl@gmail.com

HANDSOME, FAIR, Slim, MBA

SM 4 Punjabi Khatri boy 5'5"/ 28.3.79

27/5'5" Businessman Punjabi boy of
Educated family Required Charming,
Slim, Educated girl of Businessclass
family. Contact: 9818693151

4AM, Delhi, convent high school,
own business,income 1 Lakh approx,
own house & car. Seeks good life
partner #9625806307, 8860311280.

WANTED NON wkg / tchr Homely
girl from Delhi-Ncr for 77 born 5'8",
NM fair H'some self emplyd MCA
11.5 LPA. Simple mrg. Send Photo
with B-data:matri1977@hotmail.com

SM 4 Mittal Boy 17.1.87, 6am,
Mumbai, 5'7", B.Com, Builders in
GGN, Res. Pitampura, Delhi. Caste
no Bar. 8285081883, 7042323058.
mdgupta57@gmail.com

PQM FOR Handsome Manglik

MATCH FOR Punjabi Arora H'some

/4pm/Panipat 5’7” BE (E&C) /
50Lpa. Wkg as Engg. Manager
for a large US MNC in Noida.
Email: jain1974s@gmail.com

BISA AGARWAL
SM FOR Aggarwal boy height 5' 9,fair
colour 32 years old Goyal Gotra Non
Manglik B. Tech from D.C.E. college
Delhi 'working in MNC co.Jakarta
Cont. only whatsup : 9999189298

Engineer by Education, Managing
Established Family Business, Well
Settled, Nov.90/5'11" Lucknow
Seeks Veg. , Educated & tall Girl.
9511001494 chawlaashok66@gmail.com

SM FOR 32 yrs / 5'9" Handsome
Maheshwari boy, BDS (MAIDS),
MPH (Harvard, USA) preferred
Opthalmologist as father is also.
Contact : 9821393226

SM4 FAIR Handsome Delhi Based

SM4 PUNJABI mglk boy 6ft/18

March 86, 6:48pm, knp, M.Com, 4.8
Lpa Seeks edu girl upto 32yrs. Caste
no bar. #Whatapp: 8178815595, Call9211424310, rm180386@gmail.com

DELHI/ NCR PQ Wkg M4 Pb.

INVITES PROPOSALS from NM,

Mahajan N/M B.Tech H'some Boy
23 July 89/10:26AM/ Delhi/ 5'9"
wkg MNC/ 11+LPA, own house in
Delhi. Call 9643460067

Beautiful, Well Educated, Wkg girl,
Age 28-30 yrs for Punjabi Khatri
MBA 35/5’3”, Wkg in MNC. Whats
App details & Pictures@ 9810753534

DUBAI BASED Punjabi boy, 32, 5'7",

PB KHATRI boy 78/5'11'' B.Tech,

B.E, MBA, well settled, looking for SM,
PQ, working in Dubai, or working in
MNC in India. Contact +91
9900105851

Manager s/w development USA,
Green Card (coming in July) seeks PQ
b'ful girl 5'4"+upto 35yrs Simple marriage. BHP: snehjhanji@gmail.com

SM4 PUNJABI Khatri V.Handsome
only son 70 KG 5'6" 20.3.91 well
qualified successful business man
status reputed family #9891194001
lilymalhotra@live.com

SM4 SMART, Pb, MBA boy

16.10.1990/5:30am,Del/ 5'10" well
stld, own B'nss, pref B'ful, Edu girl
from U/M class fmly.#9810058453,
vijsuresh6@gmail.com

MATCH 4 Punjabi Hindu Boy H'some

5'8", 26.9.87, BBA, MNC, 15 LPA,
working in Delhi.Father businessman,
own house, seeks beautiful qualified
wrkg. girl. Caste no Bar. 9899556231

DECENT GUY MBA from the US. 41yr, MATCH FOR H'some Arora boy,

boy 22 March 1990, 6 ft Non-Vegetarian Graduate Businessman Delhi
based Seeks beautiful girl, Caste no
bar. # 9910166525,9821039826

never marid.Wkg in multinational w
great sal. Lking for B'ful & spiritual
girl 35yr or older. Whatsapp: 9599699322; Em: panchjanya18@gmail.com

PGDM (Retails), 24.06.86, 7.20AM,
5'6" Karnal, Manager MNC Chd, Pckg
10 LPA Prfrd B'ful, Wkng/ Edu
Girl_9813156460.

HANDSOME ARORA Boy

fmly boy March91/5'11"/MBA/timber
N Hotel B'ness Income 6 Fig. LKG 4
H'mly/Wkg 5'3"Above Girl #9899403413. Em: chhabras802@gmail.com
5'8",M.Tech(BITS-Pilani),wkg IT MNC
Pune 12 LPA, slight vitiligo below
right eye, respectable educated
family. WhatsApp: 8588910270
Email: nanochawla@gmail.com

PUNJABI FAIR H'some Boy

SM 4 PB Sarswat Br(Mglk)boy,27-12-87

SM 4 NM Delhi based Pb.Khatri

MBA PROFESSIONAL
PROF. QLFD Match for 29 yrs/ 5'6"
MBA working in New Zealand. Delhi
Family seeks working girl/ studying
in New Zealand. Caste No Bar.
Send BHP to: sslsaini@gmail.com

SUITABLE WELL mannered,
humble post graduate match for Jat
Sikh Deol USA born, 31 / 5'8 ½ ",
study business management,
managing family business. USA
based high status business family.
Whatsapp 0019163351738,
7347554623

Qualification B.Tech+ IIM, Package
Rs. 18 Lakh per annum, Bangalore
based Ranchi seeks well educated
working girl. M- 094313-51910
Qualification B.Tech+ IIM, Package
Rs. 18 Lakh per annum, Bangalore
based Ranchi seeks well educated
working girl. M- 094313-51910

SM4 MANGLIK Punjabi Khatri Boy
30.07.1990/2:30 AM Delhi/ 5'11"
own Business. Send Complete Biodata with Photograph,9811929319
or Mail- ak.arora575@gmail.com

ARORA

5'4" / Post Graduate/ Business/
Delhi Based. # 9953290621,
8750067291

SSE MNC Banglore 17 LPA, 18.07.90,
7:40 pm, Ambala, 5'-7", Father Retd.
SM PSB. 9466135404

51/ 5'7", Highly Qualified Engineer in
Delhi, 35LPA, Issueless legal divorcee,
Very short marriage.Ph: 9599770315,
Email : var2567@gmail.com

PQM 4 PB Arora H’SM boy MDS
DR. (Endo), Only Son 40/5'11" NM
I'Less Div. Assoc. Prof. Dental
College, NCR. Sal. 70,000 p.m.
Email: godbless317@gmail.com

WKG BRIDE for Mgr MNC Ggn

01.07.1985/N.Delhi/5'11", No dowry.
BHP: mamta.kalani@gmail.com
#9871001111

SUITABLE MATCH for Arora
Divorcee 40/5'6" working in MNC,
Salary in 5 Figures. Caste no bar.
Contact: 9871671901

M4 DELHI based MD(Radiology)

Handsome fair boy born 1988/6'2"ht.
working in Delhi 30Lpa looking for
B'ful, Smart Girl. # 9968546183 or Email: ved8383@gmail.com

DEL. BASED Pb. Khatri Div. Issue
less Boy 34 / 5'6"/10 LPA wrkg
in TCS Delhi. seeks I'Less match.
Call/ W'Aap: 9871054193 Send
BHP: marriage1828@gmail.com

MNC PB arora I'less div. boy

PQM FOR Smart H'some Punjabi boy,

V. Smart, V.Fair, UP Khatri boy, 5'8"/
17 Jan 1980/ 11:55pm/ Dehradun,
MCA - Thapar, Wkg as AVP in Invst
Bank Noida, 35 LPA. # 9899879459,
Email: aaroranoida@gmail.com

GUJJAR

HIMACHALI
SM FOR Brahmin boy 9/7/1985

Div. I'less B'ness 8 LPA seeks cultured
Homely, I'less girl,No Dowry, Simple
Marriage. wtsapp 9716589080,9873866610, jain.chainworld@gmail.com

HINDU

SM4 MGLK Arora Hindu Boy B.Tech

36/5'9" Graduate Doing Business.
Seeks homely girl from qualified &
noble family. Contact # 9717358168.

JAIN (PNJBI) boy 49/5'8'',Veg,smart

Engg in Kolkata seeks beautiful educated girl.Caste no
bar.6204418521,9234511447

9999650765

SM4 BENGALI Kayastha Boy

DIVORCEE/WIDOWER

AMBASTHA 1982/5'7" senior Soft

Contact:

REMARRIAGE

(12:50) PM Del 5'11" well stld own
B'nss wkg/non wkg prefer Himachali
/Punjabi girl 22772784, 7042715699
Email: sharmarakeshvs@gmail.com

NIGAM, HANDSOME/ April 85/

Extremely Beautiful
Educated Good Family
Gori Girl for
Handsome Gora
Kayastha PSU Bank
Officer Delhi Non Mglk
Never Married, Non
Veg. 31yrs/ 167cm/
68kg. Father Retired
Govt. Officer

BENGALI

RAJPUT PARMAR, 31/5'8"

KAYASHTHA

sksaxena99999@gmail.com

H'some boy Never Married 39/5'6",
B.Tech,MNC Ggn, Decent Salary, well
sttld family. Call- 9868235121, W'app
8750037605, E : wed12k@gmail.com

RAJPUT PARMAR, 31/5'8"

39/5'5"/15 Lpa, Veg., Decent
family Seeks I'less Govt. Job/
Teacher Ph-9810920104,
J.Sathi :-YZRW3555 No Broker plz

COSMOPOLITAN
KASHMIRI BRAHMIN 11.10.85/
4.24pm/Delhi/5'8", MBA working in
Gurgaon 5LPA, own flat, Educ & Fin.
Sound Family. Only Son. No Dowry.
9971004279, jltickoo@hotmail.com

OTHER
WANTED LADY live in partner
over 40 years for middle age army
officer issueless divorced. Good
income. Court Agreement. Contact
personally or by Mobile 8054156823
or normal post: G.B Singh, flat 403,
Lavender Tower, Bollywood-I, Peer
Mushalla, Zirakpur.

SOUTH DELHI based Pb. Kharti
Widower Boy 6 June 1974 born
B.tech IIT MBA Director in top
MNC good income seeks good life
partner cast no bar # 9891135709

MANGLIK

MNC Noida, 21.5 LPA, 9818889965
caste no bar kalraa123@yahoo.com

Born 91/5'6" B.Tech Engr. Own
construction B'ness, Well Settled
Delhi Based Family. Caste no bar.
Whatsapp No. 9811051930

/5'10"/4:15am/Del, MBA wkg in MNC
GGN,8Lpa, Pref. Edu wkg mglk girl in
Delhi/NCR. (Whatsapp):9999104955
Em: sureshkumar.rcsn@gmail.com

RAJPUT

PQ V.B'FUL Never Married Match 4

SM4 FAIR NM 5'9"/ 23-5-82 B.Tech,

B.Tech & MBA (IIT/IIM) 34/5’11,
Wkg - MNC-30LPA , Settled-Delhi
C-9267945534 9625500852
arorara996@gmail.com

SM FOR Pb Arora NM boy 4.6.91/

JAT

Hindu Vegetarian Sunar/ Swarnkar/
Soni/ Doctor/ MBBS, M.S. (OPTHA)/
5-10/ 90 Born/ S.R. at R.M.L. Hospital Delhi/ Ph: 9871949199

PGDCM, 12.9.84/9am/Delhi, 5'6",wkg
With MNC in Ggn,18 Lpa, Lkg for B'ful
wkg girl from Del/NCR. #9810506689
Em: matrimony.am1984@gmail.com

h'some Punjabi Businessman 33 yrs
/5'9". Seeks qualified homely match.
Phone : 9953501468, 9891374458.
Email: kapoor2018@yahoo.com

B.Tech +MBA(IIM), wrkg MNC, 30 LPA
Father retired, Mother wrkg, Stld NCR
Caste no bar. Contact: 9971446491
Email: raj.arora54543@gmail.com

DOCTOR

SM 4 NM PB Mahajan boy B.Arch.&

SM4 WELL settled Delhi based

SM FOR Punjabi, Khatri 1986/5'11",

MBA (IIM), Aug 1990/ 5'10", Working
MNC, 30 LPA, Father- Govt. Officer,
Delhi Settled Family. Contact :
9971381695 , 9205760208

healthy, wheatsh 5"11", Dr. Family
Owner, Director two Hospitals. 35,75
beds in Faridabad, hindu Dr. Family,
father negi mother Punjabi seeks PG
medico girl pref MS Gynae Surg, MD
medi. 9873580058,9999699848.

4:43pm/New Delhi, B.Tech, MBA Wkg
Ggn, 10 Lpa, Army bckgrd. Seeks wkg,
Slim girl Delhi NCR. Cont: 9671124852
Em: karansehgal198850@gmail.com

PUNJABI

PQM 4 Punjabi Khatri, B.Tech (IIT) +

M4 MBA, llb, 13.10.88, 1pm Aligarh,

fair boy B-tech MBA 28.7.86, 11.44
am, Delhi/166cm/16LPA. Working
as Manager in MNC, Bangalore.
No dowry, no gifts. Caste no bar.
Family settled in Delhi. # 9811244433 Email: sunm2428@gmail.com

WELL STLD Lucknow BSD PB B'ness
HSME JAIN/GOEL boy 21.5.74

SM4 FAIR, Punjabi Arora Boy, CS

family, for my divorcee son graduate,
78 born Del. 7:35 am having
Construction business & residence in
Gurugram, Wadhwa 9810001928

Arora Boy 5'11", 8.10.84, 11.22 pm,
Delhi, C.A., Own Business Income
7 Digit. Contact - 9868710101

H'SME VAISH Gupta 11.2.85/ 09.32 SM4 PUNJABI Fair,Tall/Handsome
am Meerut/167 B.Tech Sr. Br. Mgr.
PSU N.Del 15+lpa.Seeks pqm. E:
r.gupta93@yahoo.com
Whatsapp - 9897373736

PUNJABI

ALLIANCE INVITED from status

SM 4 Khatri, Ansk.Mglk 5'9", 25.10.88/
SM 4 Garg boy,V.fair, 5'9", 16.03.1990

(12:40pm) Delhi,12 LPA, B.Tech (ECE),
MBA, MNC Gurgaon Seeking wrkg girl
frm Delhi/NCR,Haryana. 9717787667
Email: tushargarg1990@gmail.com

Green Park
(South Delhi) based
Digambar Jain
Well Settled Family,
Invite Proposals
for their Son,
Age 28 Year, 5'8"
Very Handsome,
Dynamic, brought
up with values,
Commerce
Graduate (D.U)
MBA (S.P. Jain
Bombay) Working
in Family Managed
Export Business
Seeks Alliance from
Parents of Cultured,
Educated very ethical,
Soft-Spoken, Homely,
Girl, Well Settled,
Religious Jain/Aggarwal
Business Family

PUNJABI

ISSUELESS PROFESSIONAL
Match for Software Engg. 38 NM
5'-6" Fifty Lacs, One Daughter, no
Liability. kantasinghal@ymail.com
9872244668.

HOMELY CARING match for 63Yrs
RAJPUT HANDSOME only son
32/5'-7", (widower) B.Tech, MBA
from Symbosis, Manager MNC
Faridabad, own flat, Financially well
off family, Seeks compatible,
well-educated, beautiful girl from
any community. 8894538355
(Pathankot).

YADAV
YADAV BOY, 1989/5'11" B.Tech,

MBA, well settled business at
Panchkula origin Rewari seeks well
educated, beautiful, employed
girl:8146060675

5'6" retired ENT Specialist 11Lpa, no
liabilities (Whats app) 9896881228
Em: mohinder1.1.1957@gmail.com

TALL EDUCATED cultured girl for

1986 born i/less Div punjabi Arora
boy B.tech 190cm working top IT MNC
GGN 18LPA own house Delhi settled
family caste no bar W-9654078784

SC/ST
SUITABLE MATCH for 37/ 5'-8"
Valmiki boy working at Airtel as
engineer. Caste no bar. 8437631251

BALMIKI H'SOME boy Delhi bsd
B.Tech frm IIT-Dli, 29/ 5'11", Compu.
Scinetist Gr-2, in top MNC, Noida,
25 LPA, Chandel, Delwan simple edu.
fmly. Seeks b'ful girl well educated/
Medico/ employed. # 9810042728.

JATAV BOY B.Tech Delhi based
educated officers family. 5'5"/ 28 yr,
Auditor in CAG (Lucknow). Seeks
b'ful girl. Pref. suitable employed/
Govt.Teacher in Delhi.#9818922560.

SM FOR Legally divorced Singhal Go- SM FOR Khatik boy 30 yrs/5'7".
tra,Graduate 55 Yrs, 5'8" Own Business living in old delhi. Issueless divo
rcee/widower mail at # 9625845190
rajeevkumarsinghal9@gmail.com

Graduate, working in a reputed MNC.
Seeks simple, decent, educated/
working girl. Contact: 8882688818
Email: mohitgpa02@gmail.com

ON SUNDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD CALL SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

>> 0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>> N AMARDEEP - 9855603044 N PARVEEN - 8872502111 N AMARPREET - 9888935409

FLATS FOR SALE
SECTOR 38 West, Chandigarh LIG

CHANDIGARH

MOHALI

PLOT FOR SALE

Corner, First Floor, Freehold, Vacant. Direct buyer welcome. Dealer
Excuse. 95018-07152.

CHANDIGARH
INDEPENDENT FULLY
furnished, 1 BHK, Balcony attached
bath, AC, TV, Working Family Sector
63. 8360857096.

32-D, 2BK Set, First Floor, Fully
CHANDIGARH SECTOR 28, 12
Marla, Freehold, Corner, Facing
Park, Backside Park, Ample Parking,
Unique Location. Ground/
Basement, First, Second Floor. PreLaunch Prices, Construction Linked
Payments. Contact 9216003333.

2 KANAL, single lane house in North
Chandigarh. Contact: 9878533999

7 MARLA Ist/ 2nd Floor B-Road,
Corner facing park Sector 22-B.
Contact: Chandigarh Realtors
98554-04849.

CHANDIGARH 8 Marla Newly 2nd
Floor Sector 20A Also 10 Marla First
Sector 33. 9815186915.

MOHALI AEROCITY brand new,
double storey, corner House, 130
yards, adjoining park, tastefully constructed, ample parking space. 9888250709

2 KANAL (100x90) corner side

HIG LOWER Ground Floor Corner
Facing park Sector 42. Demand 1.20
Contact 98554-04849.

FIVE MARLA Sector 22, 44 46.
Seven Marla House Sector 35, 37.
Eight Marla 18, 22, 46. Contact:
Sanjay Chadha 98554-04849.

300 above plots, kothies, villas,
flats, SCF, sites available genuine
rates sunny enclave, kharar. M/s
R.K. estates, 1051, opp. Arista hotel,
new sunny enclave. Kharar9878003848, 9872220440

FLATS FOR SALE

2/3 BHK Available Floors in Shiva

2 BHK Flat For Sale 1st Floor in Maya

Enclave Patiala road Zirakpur Ready
to Move (going cheap) 9988312266.

MOHALI ONE Kanal 25% builtup
plot, North West facing. Prime
location Sector-69, Rajeev:
9815360606.

corner, North facing, 234 yards, duplex kothi, fully marbled, sector-125,
Kharar(Mohali). Dealers welcome.
8427423771, 9988600073

Garden Phase 2 Contact Owner
9465224390.

3+1 BHK 1850 sq.ft. flat available in
suncity Parikrama Sector 20,
Panchkula. Contact - Kush Mahajan:
9878979454, 7814929454

clave Mohali. Size 183.3 Yard @
20000/-, Millan 94645- 92130

1165 Sq.Ft. Opposite bus stand Kharar.Owner: 98155-85558.

with servant room sector 90, 91, 70,
66-A Mohali. 9872023591,
9803389032.

MOHALI: 8 Marla Kothi, 50% share, LUXURY 3BHK + Servant room
only ground floor, facing park, huge
parking, phase-5 & 11. Booked deal.
Contact: Saini Associates9815100530

available for sale in suncity
Parikrama Sector 20, Panchkula.
Contact - 9876166800, 8195000365

independent Apartment with lift and
covered car parking in heart of
Mohali. Price starting 70 Lac Call
98150-29454

IMMEDIATELY WANTED all
sizes plots, kothies villas, flats, SCF
in sector 123, 124, 125 sunny enclave, kharar. Buyers ready. M/s
R.K. estates, 1051, opp. Arista Hotel,
new sunny enclave, Kharar9878003848, 9872220440

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/
CONTRACTOR
BEST QUALITY at Competitive
rate. Construction/ Renovation &
Designing of Residential/
Commercial Projects. Showrooms/
Schools/ Colleges/ Hospitals.
Ramnik Builders Pvt. Ltd. :
9216955575.

MOHALI
NEWLY BUILT-UP Floors in
Aerocity Mohali. For Sale 111 Sq.
Yards. House. Semi-Furnished. Call9872223768.

CORNER 3 side open 21x66 feet size
fully builtup showroom for sale already rented @ 1 per Month at
Mundi Kharar near 200 ft Airport
road adjoining NH-21. Contact:
98882-90637.

DOUBLE STOREY, 16 Marla
House, 6 bedroom house, exquisitely built, for sale in Phase 10, Mohali. Contact: 98141-13905, 9815665577.

MOHALI: 10½ Marla kothi (262.5
Gaj), Single storey marble, Liveable,
good condition and 10½ Marla
Kothi, 20% Share (second floor), Broad, one room set built, ample
parking, sun facing, Phase-11.
Contact: Saini Associates9815100530

PROPERTY
KHARAR

structure work with material with
qualified engineer (kothi's/ baungalows/ showroom with interiors)
Bansal- 9417483183, 9781278033

OTHERS
FIRST ROW Decent Location,
Corner Flat First Floor Drawing dinning Three Bedroom Attached Bath
Toilet kitchen store spacious Terrace
and Garrage, Pakhowal road Ludhiana 98152-17868.

AVAILABLE/ WANTED kothies/
flats/ floors ( two bedrooms to four
bedrooms) Chandigarh, Mohali. KK
Associates 98141-38383, 9914108383

PLOT FOR SALE
PLOT KOTHI 5, 6, 8, 10 Marla
Aerocity and Sector 77, 78, 79, 80
Mohali. 72299 12655.

NORTH FACING. 1 Kanal Plot 39
West, Mohali, Punjab, Mobile:
79833-81882.

SHOWROOM WITH basement,
fully builtup, freehold for sale full/
floorwise in Phase-9/11, Mohali.
Contact: Saini Associates9815100530

FREEHOLD RENTED Property for
sale at Industrial area Phase 8 B,
Mohali Genuine return 8.5%
(Approx.) of total investment
9779411000

FACING PARK 206 Square Yards.
Plot in Chandigarh Royal City,
Zirakpur- Patiala road, Contact:
99889-99456.

TO-LET

Zirakpur Maps Approved By Punjab
Government Adjoining Hotel Dream
(Patiala Road) Owner 9988099090.

DLF FYDE park new chandigarh 350
sqyds plot at most reasonable price.
9878533999

with drawing room, First Floor, Rent
30,000/-, Security 30,000/-, #
3310/27-D, Chandigarh. 9815356091.

2 ROOM set Ist floor Independent
bath and kitchen, Preff working
boys/ Professionals. # 309 Sector
15-A, Chandigarh.

# 1528/33-D. One Kanal, First
Floor, Park facing, Three spacious
bedrooms, Two bathrooms. Drawing
Dining. Modular kitchen. Large
Terrace. Store. 90413-60301

INDEPENDENT FULLY
furnished, 2 BHK, Study, Attached
bath, Balcony, Park Facing, AC, TV,
Working family. Sector 45-A. Dealers
Excuse. 8360857096.

MOHALI
(Phase-4) Drawing-Dinning, 1
Bedroom attached bathroom, store,
kitchen, lobby set. Contact9815953240

3B1 TEN Marla First Floor Three

CHANDIGARH
FULLY FURNISHED 3BHK with
servant room, near IT park,
Chandigarh. MNC/Bank 9333360000

SINGLE FULLY furnished room
with Kitchen Bath Fridge, AC 1609
Sector-34D, Chandigarh Girl
Students preferred Contact:0172-4612822, 9888906609.

CHANDIGARH
THREE BHK attached bathroom,
Modular Kitchen, Second Floor,
Kanal House. Family Only. 225/35-A.
88472-17764.

INDEPENDENT 3 Room/ Kitchen
furnished nicely built Sector-20,
Chandigarh. Boys only. 99151-97233.
(Owner).

BEST TOLET Service 8, 33, 34, 35,
AC ACCOMMODATION for boys
students, peaceful atmosphare, no
crowd, full safety. Sector- 15-A,
Chandigarh. 92166-11134.

FULLY FURNISHED drawing
dining two bedrooms ground floor,
preferably corporate/ bank.
5801/38 West. 79734-79160.

NEWLY BUILT Furnished AC Room
bath Kitchen FF # 1542/33-D and AC
Furnished room GF bath, Kitchen
Allen/ helix, Student/ executive
9996119202.

FULLY FURNISHED two room
SHOWROOM PLOT 13.9' x 130' in

3 Bedroom, Drawing Dining Kitchen
2 Baths 1009, Sector 40B,
Chandigarh for Boys 8968439779,
9988609470

10-MARLA FIRST-FLOOR,

KOTHI 130 Gaj ½ story very good
constructed 30ft road near to NH21
& Sunny Enclave Kharar, Mohali
Gaurav Associates Shop no. 37 old
Sunny Enclave, Kharar 9041004455.

10 MARLA 2nd Floor fully Furnished

A-CLASS CONSTRUCTION

10 MARLA Triple Storey Sector 44,
and Single Sector 35-D. Contact:
Sanjay Chadha 9855404849.

Furnished Newly Built, Owner Free.
7011181306

FULLY FURNISHED two room set

2 BHK Flat for Sale Ground Floor,

MOHALI LUXURY Flats, 2, 3, 4
PLOT 248-B, Sector 125, Sunny En-

3+1 BHK 1850 sq. ft. facing park

PROPERTY WANTED

Broad Plot Phase 8B, Mohali
Suitable for Hotel/Hospital etc.
9779411000

5 MARLA House For sale Sector 22-B SUNNY ENCLAVE, near market,
Chandigarh Floor wise Ground Floor.
1st. Floor, 2nd Floor. Contact Lucky
Real Estate & Property consultants
9501527572

ALL SIZES 112, 130, 150, 200, 250,

set, second floor, Rent 16000/-, Security 16000/-, Court Agreement. #
3310/27-D, Chandigarh. 9815356091

1118/43-B, INDEPENDENT 2nd
Floor 2 BHK, Store, Facing park,
Family only. 9855071118.

36, 37, 38, 40, 43, 44, 21. 9888069718

Bedrooms Drawing Dining Kitchen
Store Parking Service Family
9815991620.

TWO BEDROOMS D/D Two Bath
attached Kitchen Terrace parking
318/71, Mohali. Contact:
9988743344.

TWO BEDROOMS, kitchen, bathroom, FF, house no. 137, phase-6,
Mohali: Small family, girls preferred.
Contact 98885-40005

TEN MARLA Kothi number 814,
Sector 65, Three stories for
Company/ institution only. Contact:
6280191715

KANAL HOUSE 2nd Floor
independent, Three Bedrooms set,
Drawing Dining, kitchen, Sector 19A, Chandigarh. 7901873368.

BOLLYWOOD GREEN City, Sector 113, Near Landran Chowk (Mohali) Flat 116A F/F. Contact 9417382629/0172-4643661.

2 AC Room Kichnet Fully Furnished
Flat 16500/- Sector 29 Four Person
G/F Corner. 94173-44047.

INDEPENDENT NEWLY built
one Room set, two Room set,
Modular Kitchen for girls only.
8000700001, 9875900786

FULLY FURNISHED Independent
Single spacious room bathroom, kitchenet, terrace, balcony. Working
executives only. 1235 Sector 8-C,
Chandigarh. 88472-35455.

FURNISHED AC Bedrooms attached Baths, single Professional,
Sector 36, Chandigarh. 8146046221, 98156-88621.

INDEPENDENT 3 BHK, First Floor,
Kanal house Phase-5, Semi- Furnished Rent 30,000 PM for family.
Contact: 98728-70188.

BEAUTIFULLY BUILT 2 BHK
Independent ground floor phase
3B1, Contact: 98555-14446.

FIRST FLOOR Corner Facing Park
2BHK Vacant for rent H.No. 2387
Sector-71, Mohali. 9888886212.

INDEPENDENT ROOM available
washroom, kitchen attached
furnished. Contact: 690, Phase-2,
Mohali. 9855602690, 7973128716

MOHALI
ONE A/C-ROOM-FURNISHED,
Having Kitchen with-Fridge/LPG,Attached-Bathroom on Terrace-Floor.
Available for Girls on Sharing/Single
Basis(Max-Two).Phase-8B,Sector74.
9814970020

FURNISHED TOP floor two room
set on one Kanal house with kitchen.
Executives/ research students
preferred. 9464087840.

2BHK FLAT Ambadker Society Sector 76 Mohali Flat D-12 Forth Floor
Contact 94173-82629/ 01724643661.

PANCHKULA
NEW 15 Bedroom with Bathroom

Kitchen, Well Furnished, Sector 18
Panchkula, Prime location 5min from
CHD Rail Stn Suitable for
Corporate/Bank Guesthouse Coaching
Centre 4 Stdnt #9818907500
9818997287

PANCHKULA
2 BEDROOM Set, 1st Floor in 1
Kanal, Parking for Single Car.
Working Couples only. 1163/7,
Panchkula-9815300039

TO-LET
ZIRAKPUR
TWO BEDROOM, washroom,
kitchen, terrace for small family/
executive. 2nd floor, Shalimar Enclave, Dhakoli, Zirakpur. 9814668784.

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE
400 TO 8000 square feet space
available on ground, first and
second floor furnished/ unfurnished
facing park and east F-297 phase 8B, Near Airport Road, Mohali.
9216508924, 9815008924.

SCF 16, Ground floor, sector 27-C,
Chandigarh, Place for M-Tower
available. 9779901469.

CABINS AVAILABLE
CENTRALLY AC, fully-furnished
cabins with services of Caretaker/Receptionist/ Stewards/Canteen.
Photostat-Machine available in
Sector:22-D,SCO-3033-3034,
Chandigarh.9888466910,01722783851.

Marla 198/17 Panchkula furnished.
98156-17198.

TWO ROOM Set small Dining
Marbled 2nd floor MNC 492/4
Panchkula 94173-59836

Half), Sector 20C, Tribune Road,
Chandigarh. 9914932620,
9855752029.

PRIME LOCATION available for
ATM, Near Sports Complex
Sector-78, Prime market, Mohali
77.7 sq.ft booth No ATM in the
Market. 9872642828.

TOLET SERVICE room/ flat/ PG
and independent house available in
panchkula. Satyam properties:
9316972600, 9779184319.

ditioned Cabin for office 300, 400
Sqft Near Hotel Piccadily Sector 22B
Chandigarh owner 9988099090.

OFFICE/SHOPS/
GODOWN
MARBLE STORE site size 6 Kanals
near Landran crossing Contact:
98153-95458.

OFFICE SPACE on Ground floor
upto 2000 sqft with parking Phase
8B, Mohali. Call : 98760-89899.

AVAILABLE BOOTH with basement for rent in Phase 1, Omaxe
New Chandigarh. Contact
9872304237.

HOTEL/RESTAURANT/
RESORTS

rent in Suncity Parikrama, sector
20, Panchkula. Contact :- Kush Mahajan: 9878979454, 7814929454

INDEPENDENT FIRST Floor two
bedrooms and study 324 Sector 2
Panchkula Contact 97799-06324

INDEPENDENT 2ND floor One
room, Kitchen, Bath, Store, Small
Family. 1599/4, Panchkula. 9463689132, 94678-71393.

TWO BEDROOMS Independent
Toilets kitchen balconies Terrace FF
846 Sector 12A small Family.
98888-12846.

Sh.G.R. Banga R/o H.No. 237/2
Sector-44A, Chandigarh have
changed my name to Sh. Ram Dass
Banga.

IN 10TH class certificate my name
has been written as Gurvinder Kaur,
whereas in all other documents my
name has been mentioned as
Gurwinder Kaur. Both name are of
one and same person. In future I,
shall be known as Gurwinder Kaur
wife of Manish Verma, resident
House No. 2549, Aggarwal Street.
Tehsil and District Fazilka.
Concerned note.

BUSINESS OFFER

EMPLOYMENT

Sector 10, Panchkula. Ph:
9418031012

furnished AC, TV, Fridge, Gas,
Furniture, Terrace Ideal for twinsharing # 26 Sector 6 Panchkula

I, SH. Riazuddin Banga S/o Late

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF SH. MOHIT
BANSAL CIVIL JUDGE
(SENIOR DIVISION)
S.A.S. NAGAR
CNR No. PBSA02-001633-2018
Nachhattar Kaur & Ors.
Vs.
General Public & Ors.
Notice To:- General Public
In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/
respondent(s)
could not be served. It is ordered
that defendant(s)/ respondent(s)
should appear in person or
through counsel on 24-05-2019
at 10 A.M.
For Details logon to
https:www.highcourt
chd.gov.in/?trs=district_notice
&district=mohali
Dated, this day of 01-05-2019
Sd/Civil Judge
(Sen. Divn), Mohali

BAMS BUMS BHMS MBBS BNYS DNYS
BEMS MD BA MA Ph.D BPT ANM GNM
DMLT D.Pharma CMO/Council Registration Agent Welcome- 7042111699

2 BHK first floor house for rent.

SPACIOUS ONE room set fully

Sharing, Rs-6500/- Independent
room with facility TV/LED Three
time meals attached bathroom and
coolers Bidg. SBI, Near ISBT Sector
52, Chandigarh. 9815545815,
9876874998.

that Arora Neuro Centre located at
120, mall road, civil Lines, Ludhiana
is going to destroy its record of
Indoor patients admitted from
01.01.2015 to 31.12.2015 starting
from C.R No. 1430/14 to C.R. No.
1451/15 (excluding MLC and Death
files) as per MCI rules and Hospital
policy. Anybody having any
objection or requiring any document
can contact the hospital within 15
days; thereafter the record will be
destroyed permanently.

Singh S/o Late Sh. Gurdial Singh R/o
Vill. Hansala PO. Nagal, Teh. Derabassi, Distt. Mohali, declare that my
Son name in some documents has
been mentioned as Davinder Singh
& in some documents mentioned as
Devinder Singh. That Davinder Singh
is my son correct name. Which may
be considered for all purpose.

MINIMUM FEES CMS (Allopathy)

kitchen furnished accommodation
Sector-25 for working family/ single
executive. 99881-59890.

for rent in GH-50, Sector 20,
Panchkula. MNC/ Bank/ other
Contact :- 8195000365

PAYING GUEST
PG FOR Boys in Just Rs 5500/-

THIS IS for the information of all

I, NO. 3384409L Ex. Hav. Bhupinder

ÅÂDÄCAÀ
ADÅÄSSÄOÃS

TWO BEDROOM Washroom hall

5 BHK fully Furnished penta home

Parkash Sood R/o 79-B, Tagore
Nagar, Ludhiana declare that
Sanjeev Rai Sood and Sanjeev Sood
both names are mine. In future
know me with both names.

EDUCATION

3+1, BHK 1850 sq. ft. available for

21 Panchkula First floor newly built
two big rooms drawing, dinning,
kitchen, store, 3 bath. 9646300493.

I, SANJEEV Rai Sood S/o Suraj

People. Cooking arrangements
available. Shalimar Enclave, Dhakoli, Zirakpur. 98146-68784.

in Bollywood Height -1,
peermuchalla adj. sector-20,
Panchkula. Contact :- 8195000365.

14 MARLA Corner house 158 Sector

Location Zirakpur Chandigarh
National Highway with/without
Restaurant/ Banquet Available for
Rent. 9814007777

FURNISHED FOR group of 4-6

3 BHK complete wood work for sale

PUBLIC NOTICES

FULLY FURNISHED Aircon-

APPROX. 550 Sqft. 1st Floor (Front RUNNING HOTEL in Prime
2 BHK store 2nd floor Independent 11

PUBLIC NOTICES

A LEADING NPA management

TOLET 1000 sq ft, Ground Floor,
New Timber Market, Sector 26,
Chandigarh. Contact Owner: 8360061314.

FULLY FURNISHED AC cabins
available sectors: 34-35-22-7-8. Call:
Inderpreet Properties 98764-26211.

company requires representative/
retired bank employees all over
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh for the recovery of NPA
accounts on commission basis. Send
ur resume on npa.management123@
gmail.com or contact on Ph.
7888700275.

160 SQFT. Cabin Sector 20C
Tribune Road Chandigarh.
9914932620, 9855752029.

OFFICE SPACE available with
parking in Front (2700 Sqft )
Covered + 2500 sqft open on 2nd
floor. In 8B Industrial Area, Mohali.
Call 98760-89899.

1700 SQFT 1st 2nd floor showroom
17 phase-6 mohali insurance/
pharma/ education/ companies
98153-74314

SHOWROOMS FOR Rent Bank/MNC and others, Prime Location
Main Road Jujhar Nagar 39 West
8968439779, 9988609470

WAREHOUSE/ GODWON available 3000 sqft ground floor Phase
8B, Mohali. 98760-89899.
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‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW
Juhi Chakraborty
or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature humour.
He tells us, he had wanted
to be a cop or a singer, if not a
comedian. Excerpts:

F

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make millions
laugh with your wit and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky. My
passion is my profession, and
I’m thankful for that. The
instant response that you get
from people is great, and I’m
extremely overwhelmed with
the love that the audience give
me.
You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years.

What’s the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love that
I got (upon return) was
immense, my audience
welcomed me with open arms.
Obviously without my
mother’s blessings, nothing
would have been possible —
she is my pillar of strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the comedian,
changed after marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.
Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her
for the first time in
college, I saw that
her comic timing on
stage was very good.
She is my critic. She
is also my biggest
fan and laughs on
almost all my
jokes.
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rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

Which celebrity guest has been
the most sporting on your show?
All my guests have been very
supportive and fun, but one
person who I adore is Dharam
paaji (actor Dharmendra).
When my show was just
starting out, no one really
wanted to be a part of it,
but he came on my show,
and it got a lot of love and
appreciation.

Vahbiz Dorabjee (top);
Vivian Dsena (above)

Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T

A comedy film you’d have
loved to do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

Rishabh Suri

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital space: Farah Khan Siddhant Chaturvedi doesn’t
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and
commercial potboilers,
filmmaker Farah Khan now
plans to explore the territory
that she hasn’t charted yet —
the OTT platforms. She is
turning a producer for a film
that her husband Shirish
Kunder is directing for the
web space.
But more on that later.
First, we ask her when will
she direct a film again, for it
has been four years since
her last release, Happy New
Year? Turns out she is itching
to do so.
“I have taken a four-year
gap now and my motivation is
to do a film that I’d absolutely
love doing. Every morning,
when I wake up, there should
be a big smile on my face,” she
says, adding, “The process of
making a movie can either be

K

truly enjoyable or stressful;
for me, it has to be the former,
because at times, it takes an
entire year of my life.... On
several days I don’t get to see
my kids (triplets, Anya, Diva
and Czar, who are 11 years
old) and I can’t go on holidays,
so it must really excite me.”
And then came this script
that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The
script was with another
producer for almost two
years. But nothing worked
out on that front even when
they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything
worked out for us,” she says.
And digital was the apt
space for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt the
team.
“Everything is much bigger
on the digital medium. At that
point, Jacqueline also wanted
to do something beyond what
she had done so far, so it fell

into place,” she shares.
Despite the immense reach
of the OTT platforms, they are
no threat to the box office
business. “When the
television came in the 50-60s,
for years they kept saying the
films will now be over but the
business has just grown.
When the internet came, they
said the same thing.
And now with the advent of
the digital space, the same
stuff is being said. The thing
is, the need for content is
going to grow. The kids from
this generation are tech
savvy, but for films like
Avengers, people will still
flock the theatres. The
business is booming, so films
are not going to be threatened.
Everyone wants to be on the
digital space because there is
so much quality stuff, one has
to really up the ante,” says the
filmmaker.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as
such to our valued readers.

want to be just an eye candy
Pooja Sharma
iddhant Chaturvedi was
studying to be a chartered
accountant until he
decided to give acting a chance.
He feels the five years of
preparations and hard work
that he put into it, paid off with
the success of Gully Boy, in
which he played MC Sher.
“My family was supportive,
even when I changed my
profession,” he says but not
everyone was, “I had become
aloof because when I shifted my
profession, things changed. My
friends’ families used to think
yeh kya hero banne nikla hai.”
But he knew what he was
doing. “I had the sense of how
to go about things, and believed
in waiting for the right
opportunity,” says Siddhant,
who has locked his second film,
but is tight-lipped until official
announcement is made.

S

Siddhant Chaturvedi
Though he does say it’s a lead
role, and something that “has
been his plan”.
The actor, who received
many offers after his debut,
says there was “pressure” of
signing films.
“But I decided to wait. I am
secure and at peace and in no
tearing hurry. I will approach
every film like it is my first and
give it my all. Gully Boy

happened because the story
was strong and so were all the
characters. Otherwise, I
always wanted to play the
protagonist,” says Siddhant,
adding that he wants to
unleash all his skills on screen
besides acting.
Not many might know that
he is a dancer and has trained
in martial arts, too. “I had
dance videos on Instagram,
which I deleted because it is all
saved for the big screen. I am
not a trained dancer, but learnt
all on my own — popping and
locking, krumping,
contemporary and classical.
I’ve trained in martial arts,
taekwondo, parkour and
gymnastics,” he says.
Apart from critical acclaim
for his performance, the actor’s
earned an impressive female
fan following. “It is sweet and
overwhelming,” he says.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

H I N DU STA N TIM ES , C H A N D I G AR H
SUNDAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

Taylor Swift

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Zayn Malik

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

DAILY HOROSCOPE
Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert
PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH
Setters 10:25AM 08:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:35AM 01:05PM
03:45PM 06:15PM 08:45PM 10:55PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 10:45AM
01:15PM 03:15PM 06:25PM 08:25PM
11:25PM
Blank 12:45PM 05:55PM 11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 03:40PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 12:25PM 03:40PM
06:35PM 07:20PM 10:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:35AM
04:00PM 07:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:45AM 04:20PM
09:50PM

PVR: ELANTE, CHANDIGARH
Uglydolls English 09:10AM 05:45PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:15AM 12:45PM
02:45PM 06:15PM 07:55PM 11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:30AM 11:20AM 12:15PM 01:20PM
03:10PM 04:05PM 05:10PM
07:00PM 07:55PM 09:00PM 10:50PM
11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English
10:25AM 06:05PM
Kalank 02:15PM
The Tashkent Files 09:55PM
After English 10:55PM

PVR: 4DX ELANTE CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
4DX 08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame 09:00AM
12:00PM 03:00PM 03:50PM 07:40PM
11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:15AM 05:55PM 09:45PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 12:00PM
06:50PM 09:50PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Avengers: Endgame English, 3D:
09:00 AM 04:00 PM 07:30 PM 11:00
PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 2D:
10:00 AM 07:05 PM
Avengers: Endgame English, 2D:
12:05 PM 04:30 PM 08:00 PM 10:35
PM 11:30 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 3D,
12:30 PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE IT
PARK, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:05AM 05:45PM 09:35PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:00PM 03:50PM 07:40PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 01:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:20AM 06:40PM

PVR: VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI

Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:00AM
03:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 10:00AM
11:00AM 01:50PM 02:50PM 05:40PM
09:30PM 10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:00PM 12:50PM 04:40PM 07:40PM
08:30PM
11:30PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM 10:00AM
11:40AM 02:50PM 05:20PM 08:30PM
11:00PM

PVR: GOLD VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:30AM 02:20PM 06:10PM 10:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:00AM
04:40PM

RAJHANS CINEMAS: PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame 3D 12:20PM
10:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
03:45PM 07:15PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 03:40PM
06:35PM 07:20PM 10:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi (3D)
03:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 10:45AM
01:25PM 02:25PM 04:05PM 08:00PM
10:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:35AM
11:45AM 12:25PM 01:30PM 04:20PM

05:20PM 10:55PM
A Dog’s Way Home English
07:00PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT MALL, SECTOR
17, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English, 3D
09:00 AM 12:00 PM 12:25 PM 03:40
PM 06:35 PM 07:20 PM 10:10 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English, 2D
12:40 PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi, 2D 09:35
AM 04:00 PM 07:15 PM
Blackia Punjabi, 2D 09:45 AM 04:20
PM 09:50 PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 11:45AM
02:30PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:10AM
11:30AM 01:50PM 06:20PM 08:40PM
10:50PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:15AM
12:45PM 03:15PM 04:15PM 07:45PM
10:15PM 11:15PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
11:45AM 06:45PM
Blank 09:40AM 04:10PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM 02:35PM
07:25PM 10:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:20AM
12:00PM 05:30PM 08:05PM
Avengers: Endgame 09:30AM

10:20PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 10:00AM
12:00PM 05:20PM 07:20PM 09:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
01:05PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
01:40PM 03:40PM 11:00PM
Setters 04:45PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA (ZIRAKPUR)
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 3Dsee
showtimes in other nearby cinemas
08:30 AM 10:15 AM 11:45 AM 02:00
PM 03:30 PM 05:45 PM 11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English
07:15PM
Atmos 09:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:00AM
11:30AM 05:35PM 08:15PM 10:55PM
Blank 09:20AM 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:35AM
02:35PM 04:30PM 07:30PM
10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame 11:30AM
03:00PM 06:30PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:00AM
12:30PM 04:00PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
07:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 09:05AM
02:55PM 08:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:50AM 05:25PM
10:45PM
Blank 12:40PM 10:00PM

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two
years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding.
“I am living my dream
working with one of the best
production houses and having
my show air on the biggest

F

Poonam P
Preett
channel. I don’t want to break
the flow by taking a break for
15-20 days [for my wedding],”
he adds.
However, Sanjay assures
that it’s a mutual decision
which he has taken with his
fiancee. “I love her [Poonam]
and I am going to marry her.
She is an actor and she
understands how things work.
If I take a break, the makers
might change the storyline...
anything might happen to my
character. And I don’t want to
take that risk. I want to
continue with the show,” the
actor maintains.

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
Bu
eware of it because apart
om having the lordship of
wo houses, it also aspects
rrishti) the Karaka of five
ouses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
o
h and 10th house. Which
eans that if Jupiter as a
e
araka gets placed in any of
a
ese houses, it tends to
estroy the significations of
at house (Karaka Bhav
ashayay) as it has such a
a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
weaponry like law,
calculations, stealth, and
cunningness, to lay its claim.
It is easy to spot those who get
dominated by a negative
Jupiter as they are quick to
praise themselves but
generally see others as
inferior to themselves. They
criticise others and are
callous where their wives are
concerned. They are given to

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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Jennifer Garner
goes to Broadway
camp in her next
Jennifer Garner’s
last cinematic
outing was the
crime drama
Peppermint
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor Jennifer Garner has
been roped in to star in
the comedy film, Fantasy
Camp. Abby Kohn and Marc
Silverstein of I Feel Pretty
(2018) fame are attached to
write and direct the project,
reported Deadline.
The duo also have to other
popular romcoms to their
credit, including Never Been
Kissed (1999), He’s Just Not
That Into You (2009), and The
Vow (2012).
The film follows Julie
(played by Garner), a failed
junior high school drama
teacher, who faces her fears
and pursues her dreams while
attending a Broadway
performing arts camp for

A

PHOTO: TAYLOR
JEWELL/
INVISION/AP

THE FILM FOLLOWS A
FAILED JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL DRAMA
TEACHER (PLAYED BY
GARNER), WHO FACES
HER FEARS WHILE
ATTENDING A
BROADWAY
PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP FOR ADULTS
adults.
Earlier, Kristen Bell was
attached to star in the feature.
This is Garner’s second
collaboration with the studio,
following the Pierre Moreldirected 2018 crime drama
Peppermint.
PTI

JAMIEDIDN’T WANT
TODO FIFTYSHADES

Jamie Dornan, who played Christian Grey in the films, said he took
on the role only because it was an ‘incredible’ financial opportunity

ctor Jamie Dornan,
who shot to fame
with Fifty Shades of
Grey (2015), has
revealed he was initially
sceptical about featuring in
the erotic-romance trilogy
as he feared the films
would be critically panned.
The actor, who played
Christian Grey in the films,
said he took on the role as it
was an “incredible”
financial opportunity.
“It’s very odd, to be
honest. You are presented
with this incredible
opportunity that is going to
have a big impact on your
life and change many
things — to be honest
mostly financially, but also
career. It’ll open so many
doors, but you know it’s
going to get panned. You’re
trying to make the best of
it, but we knew that
because the books were
adored by many, bought by
many, but panned by

A

many... [it was] probably
going to be the same for the
movies,” Dornan said on a
podcast.
The 37-year-old said
working on the films,
based on EL James’
best-selling novels,
was no different
from any other
movie. “They’re
a great joy to be
a part of, and a
crazy journey
to go on, but
above
everything else,
they are just a
job. It’s no
different to any
other film set; it’s
just simulating
more sex,” he added.
Dornan also said
there were a lot of things
about Christian Grey that
he found “gross”. “I don’t
think I’ll ever play a
character who’s less like
PTI
me,” he added.

Look beyond the Chris
league, urges Nanjiani
ctor-writer Kumail
Nanjiani praised the
power of diversity and
called on the entertainment
industry to do better with
inclusion, saying “everyone
named Chris” had all the
power in Hollywood.
The 41-year-old PakistaniAmerican said to empower is to
give “someone the authority or
power to do something”.
“Power is all about what
you’ve done for yourself.
Empowerment is about what
you’ve done for others — that
you can then brag about to
others at power lunches. Huge
difference,” he joked. “It
implies a certain party does
have the power. In Hollywood,
it’s everyone named Chris...
Everyone named Chris has all
the power,” he quipped.
The Big Sick writer-actor,
who was nominated for Oscar
for Best Original Screenplay in
2018 with wife Emily V Gordon,
explained giving opportunity
to a diverse people entailed
empowerment. He also
underscored the importance of
diversity and inclusion on
screen. “If [movies and TV
shows] don’t reflect the world
we live in, the image that’s on
screen gets superimposed onto
our reality, and it erases
groups of people, and it
becomes so that... only the
stories of certain groups of
PTI
people matter,” he said.

A

Kumail Nanjiani was nominated
for Oscar for Best Original
Screenplay for The Big Sick in
2018
PHOTO: VALERIE MACON / AFP

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey in a still from the film

Shailene tracks a murderer in her next film
hailene Woodley (right) is
all set to be a part of an
upcoming serial killer
thriller, Misanthrope. The
actor is known for starring in
The Fault in Our Stars (2014)
and the Divergent trilogy.
Damian Szifron, who
directed the Academy Award
nominated Wild Tales (2014),
has written the screenplay of
the film along with Jonathan
Wakeham. Misanthrope will
revolve around a talented yet
troubled cop recruited by the
FBI to hunt for a murderer.
The shooting of the film is
scheduled to be done in Atlanta
this year. The makers are yet to
finalise the additional cast for
the film.
“Screenplays like
Misanthrope, that is this well
executed both in theme and
tone, are rare to come by with a
director like Damian behind
the wheel,”said Woodley, who

S

THE FILM MISANTHROPE WILL REVOLVE AROUND A
TALENTED YET TROUBLED COP, PLAYED BY
WOODLEY, RECRUITED BY THE FBI TO HUNT
FOR A MURDERER

starred in Fault in Our Stars
(2014).
The actor added, “I have
complete trust we will create
something that will have a
profound impact on cinema
and will resonate with
audiences, especially given the
times we are living in right
now. I couldn’t be more excited
to be a part of this team.”
Meanwhile, director Szifron

said, “I’m privileged to be
working with an actor as
talented and inspiring as
Shailene Woodley, this
incredible producing team...
Misanthrope will deliver the
kind of cinematic experience
that made me a filmmaker and
I can’t wait to share it with
audiences all over the world.”
Woodley, who is an Emmy
and Golden Globe nominated
actor, recently wrapped up the
film No No No, Yes which is
helmed by director Drake
Doremus.
ANI
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KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
high blood pressure mulling
over this question?

getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.
Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee
hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

Nushrat
Bharucha

FREEZE FRAME

Host of a reality show actor Ravi Dubey with singers and
judges of the programme Richa Sharma, Shaan and Amaal
Mallik in Amritsar on Saturday.
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Eating more rice could protect
you against obesity, says study
besity levels are
substantially lower in
countries that consume
high amounts of rice, while
countries with lower average
rice intake have higher obesity
levels, recent findings suggest.
The link between rice
intake and obesity persisted
even after taking into account
other lifestyle and socioeconomic risk factors,
including total energy
consumption, education,
smoking, gross domestic
product per capita, and health
expenditure.
The researchers estimate
that even a modest increase in
average rice consumption
could reduce the worldwide
prevalence of obesity by 1%.
“The observed associations
suggest that the obesity rate is
low in countries that eat rice
as a staple food. Therefore,
Japanese food or an Asianfood-style diet, based on rice,
may help prevent obesity.
Given the rising levels of
obesity worldwide, eating
more rice should be
recommended to protect
against obesity even in
western countries,” said
Tomoko Imai, lead researcher
of the study discussed in

O

Inopposition?
Collin Rodrigues

MOOD SWINGS

ndia is in the middle of the
biggest spectacle that takes
place once in five years —
the Lok Sabha elections. It
often happens that you are
part of a family with
different political
affiliations. There may be
many reasons for this
phenomenon. But does
having contradictory
political views within a
single family affect their ties
with each other? If so, how?
Here, experts throw light on
some of the personal issues
that such families face.

Another consequence of
such family ties is mood
swings. Shetty says, “Here,
the pendulum of thought
swings from anger to
resentment to a feeling of
helplessness and to finally
accepting reality. This could
result in an absolute
psychological drama within
the house at regular
intervals.”

I

DESERTION
Despite such families living
together, there could be a
sense of emptiness and
loneliness within each
person. Viveck Shetty, life
coach, says, “This emptiness
is a self-created problem
because people in such
families expect others to be
in complete agreement with
their views or don’t
understand the mechanics of
relationships. They draw up
goals without paying
attention to the process.”

DISAGREEMENTS
A lot of families would have a
common viewpoint about
how their country needs to
move ahead. But it’s a
different story in families
with diverse political
affiliations. Dr Fabian
Almeida, consultant
psychiatrist at a hospital,
says, “Everyone is entitled to
have an opinion, and it may
not be the right one. But if
the differences keep
increasing because of
political reasons, it can take
an adverse toll on family’s
personal relations.”

SOCIAL MEDIA CLASH
Members of a family with
different political leanings
will obviously have a social
media presence, too. And,
their differences can often
crop up on public domains.
Dr Riddhish K Maru,
psychiatrist says, “No one
wants to have a public tiff
with family members on
social media. Do remember,
a strong reaction towards a
party that one family
member likes and another
opposes, can lead to a
verbal spat online,

Eating rice seems to protect
against weight gain
European Congress on Obesity
meeting. People who eat
higher levels of dietary fibre
and whole grains have lower
body weight and cholesterol,
and lower rates of noncommunicable diseases as
compared with people with
lower intakes.
To better understand the
link between the two, Imai and
colleagues examined rice
relative consumption and
energy consumption in the
diets of 136 countries with
populations of more than 1
million, using data from the
UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. These data were
analysed together with
estimates of obesity
prevalence, the average
number of years spent in

education, percentage of the
population over 65 years old,
gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita, and health
expenditure.
Their analysis showed that
total energy consumed,
smoking rates, obesity levels,
percentage of population over
65 years old, GDP, education,
and health expenditure were
significantly lower in
countries that consumed high
levels of rice. Even after taking
into account and adjusting for
these known risk factors, an
inverse association was
observed between rice
consumption and rates of
obesity. Eating rice seems to
protect against weight gain.
It’s possible that the fibre,
nutrients, and plant
compounds found in whole
grains may increase feelings of
fullness and prevent
overeating. “Rice is also low in
fat and has a relatively low
postprandial blood glucose
level which suppresses
insulin secretion. However,
there are also reports that
people who overeat rice are
more likely to develop
metabolic syndrome and
diabetes,” said Imai.

ANI

Political preferences might differ from person to
person within a family, we find out how different
views, if extreme, among the members, can affect
their relationships with each other

thus damaging your family’s
reputation. So, you got to be
careful about what you put
on social media for the sake
of your family.”

SEVERING
FAMILY TIES
In extreme cases, it could
lead to a complete break
down within the family and
severing of ties.
Shetty says, “In many
such families, individual
goals come to the fore and
collective family goals are no
longer important. ‘What’s in
it for me?’ is the allimportant question. It’s the ‘I
, Me and Myself’ syndrome.
Naked ambition rules the
mind when an all-inclusive
vision is clearly missing.
This may take a long time to
heal, if at all the healing does
happen.”

AVOIDING EACH
OTHER
In many cases, people in
such families may avoid each
other completely because of
fights, arguments or
disagreements.
Rajan B Bhonsle,
psychotherapist, explains,
“They would deliberately
return home when the other
family member is not
present, try to be asleep,
pretend to be busy on a call
or on a laptop. At times, they
will ask people they know to
be around so that sensitive/
awkward issues are not
discussed at home.”
PHOTOS: IMAGESBAZAAR; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

THE SOLUTION
n Simplest way to deal

with disagreements is
acceptance that
disagreements are an
integral part of every
relationship. If
accepted, then the
perspective changes
from seeing the
situation as a problem
to that of expression
of another dimension
of a relationship .
n Mood swings can be
dealt with meditation.
Deep breathing for
about five to 10
minutes with eyes
closed and all gadgets
switched off is
extremely effective in
bringing stillness to
the mind and body. It
provides immense
relief even to the
nervous system. These
methods alter the
energy flow within
this magnificent
system of ours and
thereby the mood.
n Social media clashes
can best be avoided. It
is important to
maintain a decorum in
all expression on social
media.
n Severed family ties
takes time to heal. One
could make a
beginning by
accepting that
extreme love and
extreme hate are signs
of influence. Don’t let
anybody define you.
Viveck Shetty,
life coach and
motivational speaker
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CHANDIGARH TRANSPORT AUTHORITY MULLING
LAW TO REGULATE HIKE IN SCHOOL BUS FEE

>>p4

FORGETTING
THE JOY OF
LEARNING

IPL: CSK TO FACE KINGS XI PUNJAB TODAY
WHILE CSK HAS WON 9 OF 13 MATCHES, THE LATTER HAS WON 5 >>p6

>> p5
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WEATHER
Sun 5
Clear

Mon 6
Clear

Tue 7
Clear
Max

Max

Max

38°c

39°c

Min

Min

Min

21°c

21°c

20°c

Sunset
Sunday at
7:03pm
Sunrise
Monday at
5:36am

40°c

Humidity
Max: 59%
Min: 21%

CSK VS
KINGS XI
PUNJAB

TRICITY BUZZ

HT REPORTERS’ TRACKER ON ALL THOSE
MAKING, OR FAKING, NEWS — FROM POLL
CODE AND SURROGATE ADS TO WHY KHER
DIDN’T VISIT PGI, FROM ELECTIONS AND
NEWFOUND SELFIE LOVE TO LUNCH HOUR IS
>>p2
NAP TIME AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS WILL
TAKE ON THE HOME TEAM
AT PCA STADIUM TODAY >>p6

sundayread

Yesterday’s temp: Max 36.8°C Min 19.6°C

shortstories
2 HELD FOR
RANSACKING
GURDWARA
DISPENSARY
CHANDIGARH: The police on
Saturday arrested two persons for
committing a theft of ₹1,580 and
ransacking a dispensary located
at Santsar Gurdwara in Sector 38
West. Police said the boys identified as Daljeet, 30, and Jagdeep
Singh, 20, were high on a foreign
substance and slept in the
dispensary, where they were
nabbed by the gurdwara sewadars. A case under Section 380
(theft), 457(house trespass), 34
(acts done by several persons
with common intention) and 411(
dishonestly receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
HTC
Code was registered.

Man gets year’s jail in
cheque bounce case
CHANDIGARH: In a chequebounce case, Krishan Chand, a
resident of Dadumajra, was sent
to one-year-jail term for taking ₹6
lakh from a vendor in lieu of
getting him visa. He neither
fulfilled the promise nor returned
the money, said police.
››P2

37-year-old man held for
kidnapping 7-year-old girl
MOHALI: Police arrested a
37-year-old man for kidnapping a
minor girl in Zirakpur. The accused
was identified as Sunny Mann, a
resident of Baltana village in
Zirakpur. As per sources, the
accused took the seven-year-old
victim to his flat while she was
walking towards home after
being dropped at the bus stop
››P2
by the school van.

debate of
the week
STUDY STRESS

WHY ARE EXAMS
AND RESULTS
NOT IMPORTANT?
A teenager from Kangra took
his life on Thursday night in
Chandigarh for not performing
well in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Why are exam results not
important in our lives and what
can we as adults and children
do to cope with poor results?
Share your views with
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by May 10.
››OUR TAKE P4

Surender Sharma
n

surender.sharma@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Almost 19 years after
a Mohali woman fell off a Chandigarh Transport Undertaking
(CTU) bus on her way to college,
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court has reversed a finding of
the Motor Accident Claim Tribunal, and awarded her ₹11-lakh
compensation.
The Sohana woman, Sushma,
39, who is bed-ridden since the
time of accident in 2000, was

awarded ₹50,000 compensation
by the tribunal in 2002, holding
that 50 percent negligence was on
her part, since at the time of accident, she was standing on the rear
door of the bus.
All the while, as per her lawyer, she was surviving on the pension her elderly mother gets after
the demise of her father, who was
an employee with Chandigarh
administration. He died around
10 years back. She has a brother,
but he is unemployed. “She can’t
speak. She lost her memory. She

›

The tribunal erred in holding that there was a
contributory 50% negligence on part of the victim.
There was a complete negligence on part of the bus
driver, who should have slowed down at the roundabout.
JUSTICE KULDIP SINGH, high court

is immobile due to left hemipaeresis (paralysis) and needs a roundthe-clock attendant,” her lawyer
said, who wished not to be quoted.
Then a BA-II student in Janu-

cials on Saturday carried out
three surprise raids in different
parts of the city and seized
imported cigarettes worth ₹15
lakh from Industrial Area here
on Saturday.
Probing officials said they
received secret information
about selling of duplicate
imported cigarettes to the general
public in the city. The cigarette
packing didn't have any pictorial
warning nor was the maximum
retail price (MRP) printed on
them.
Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP) Deepak Yadav said,
“At the raids conducted at plot
number 653, Phase 1, Industrial
Area, Sector 22 and at a booth in
Sector 38, approximately 1,45,000
cigarettes of imported brands like
Black, Dunhill, Gudang Garam,
Marlboro, Pine, Mond, Benson &
Hedges were recovered.”
The contraband was handed

life in disability with dependency
for whole of life. She will not be
able to get any job or employment
and with such disability, nobody
will marry her, the court said,
while awarding ₹11.22 lakh compensation, including ₹1 lakh for
mental pain and suffering and
another ₹3 lakh for loss of
prospects of marriage. ₹2 lakh
will be for the attendant.
The CTU will have to pay this
amount with 7 percent annual
interest since the time of award in
2002.

THE DARK SIDE Assailants struck between 3am and 4am
when the victims were on their way to Sector 26 market
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Two vegetable ven-

dors were stabbed and robbed of
cash in two different incidents
which occurred in a span of an
hour in the wee hours of Saturday. The assailants in both the
cases were four in number.
In the first incident, a vegetable vendor was stabbed and then
robbed of ₹3,000 by four carborne people near the Sectors
20-30 light point in the wee hours
of Saturday.
Police said victim Harnaam
Singh was pedalling his cart
towards Sector 26 grain market
at about 4am when the incident
took place.
An investigating official said,
"The incident took place near
Sectors 20-30 light point, next to
the gurdwara. First, two youths
stepped out of the black car and
asked for a cigarette from the victim, who said he didn’t have
any."
Police said after Harnaam
began to pedal the cart again, two
other occupants of the car came
out and stabbed the victim on his

›

There is a strong
possibility that same
gang might be involved in
both the incidents. We are
scrutinising the CCTV
camera footages of the
areas to identify the
accused.
CHARANJIT SINGH, DSP

back and shoulder with a knife.
He was also beaten up by the
accused.
The assailants collected the
cash victim was carrying but
spared his watch and mobile
phone.
Harnaam, made a call to his
son who then called the police
control room for help. He was
taken to Government Medical
College and Hospital-32
(GMCH-32).
Harnaam said he couldn’t
note down the registration number of the car.
Police are scrutinising the

CCTV camera footage of the area
to identify the accused. Police
said the assailants could have
been using a stolen car.
A case under Section 392 (robbery) and 411(receiving stolen
property) of the Indian Penal
Code has been registered at the
Sector 19 police station.
In the second incident, vegetable vendor Arjun Kumar, 28, was
stabbed on the head by a group of
four bike-borne men at around
3am, police said.
Police said Arjun was going on
his bicycle cart to Sector 26 grain
market when he was allegedly
stopped outside the Social restaurant by the assailants.
He was allegedly stabbed and
robbed of ₹6,020 and mobile
phone. Arjun was rushed to
GMSH-16 by the police. A case
has been registered under Section 341(wrongful restraint), 392
(robbery) and 34 (acts done by
several persons with common
intention) of the IPC at the Sector
26 police station,.
“There is a possibility that
same group might be involved in
both the incidents,” DSP Charanjit Singh said.

14-yr-old detained for
n

CHANDIGARH:The UT vigilance offi-

the students are standing on the
rear door. Therefore, he should
have slowed down the bus at the
roundabout, where bus takes a
turn on the one side and then on
the other side,” the high court
bench of justice Kuldip Singh
observed.
“Therefore, the tribunal erred
in holding that there was a contributory negligence to the extent
of 50-50%. There was a complete
negligence on the part of the bus
driver,” justice Singh said.
The woman will have to lead a

TRUNK CALL

2 vegetable vendors
stabbed, robbed of
cash in two incidents

HT Correspondent

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

ary 2000 at Government College
for Girls, Sector-42, the woman
was on her way to college when
she fell off the CTU bus while the
driver running at high speed was

turning the bus near the Kajheri
roundabout.
The bus doors were open and
she was standing at the door due
to rush and fell off.
The tribunal in 2002, termed it
a case of contributory negligence
since she was standing on the
rear door and calculated ₹1 lakh
as compensation but was
awarded only ₹50,000 in view her
negligence.
However, the high court has
now reversed this finding.
“Driver knew of the rush and that

E A R LY M O R N I N G H O R R O R

Imported cigarettes raping 3-yr-old cousin
worth ₹15L seized
n

THEIR CHANCES FOR A VICTORY ARE,
AT BEST, REMOTE. HOWEVER, THEIR ZEAL
AND ENTHUSIASM FOR MAKING IT A
CONTEST IS REMARKABLE. MEET THE
INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES IN FRAY FOR
THE CHANDIGARH LOK SABHA SEAT >>p3

19 yrs on, HC asks CTU to pay ₹11 lakh to bed-ridden Mohali woman

VIGILANCE RAIDS

HT Correspondent

>>p5

MEET THE
INDEPENDENTS

THE CIGARETTE
PACKING DIDN'T HAVE
ANY PICTORIAL WARNING
NOR WAS THE MAXIMUM
RETAIL PRICE
PRINTED ON THEM
over to concerned police officials
for further action under Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (COPTA) Act, 2003. Roshan
of Industrial Area Phase 1, Nagpal of Sector 22 and Dammy of
Sector 38 were issued challans by
the vigilance, Yadav said.
Meanwhile, a vigilance
enquiry was initiated to probe
how the imported cigarettes were
brought here and how were they
being sold without MRP.
Superintendent of police (SP)
Niharika Bhatt said, “We are trying to trace the suppliers who
were delivering the packets without any statutory warning.
Moreover, GST wasn't paid on the
cigarettes.”

mustread
MOHALI’S PHASE 8 STILL A HUB FOR BUSES
Even two years after the old bus stand in Phase 8, Mohali, was demolished, buses continue to ply from here. It was in February 2017 when the
GMADA demolished the bus stand and took possession of the land. But,
around 200 private buses and 20 PRTC and Punjab Roadways buses
continue to ply from here.
››P2

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 14-year-old juvenile of
Nepal has been detained on
charge of sexually assaulting his
3-year-old cousin in Kharar.
Childline on Friday night
received a call after the victim
was rushed to the Government
Multi Specialty Hospital
(GMSH), Sector 16, Chandigarh,
from Kharar. The mother of the
victim told the Childline that she
was sexually assaulted by her
cousin.
The juvenile accused is a student of Class 5. The fathers of the

victim as well the accused are
real brothers and the families
stay together.
The incident came to light
when the mother of the victim
returned home after work and
found the 3-year-old crying. On
enquiry, the victim told her
mother of the sexual assault by
her cousin.
The medical examination of
the victim has been conducted
and the girl is undergoing
treatment.
A case under Section 376 of
the IPC and POCSO Act was registered at Kharar (City) police
station.

n

With the maximum temperature nearing 40° Celsius, a herd of elephants cooling off in a pond at Chhatbir zoo in Mohali.

RAVI KUMAR/HT

Use of children for campaign: Kirron
apologises, Bansal flays her conduct
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

AMIT SHAH IN CITY TODAY

CHANDIGARH : The row over use of

children in poll campaign by
BJP candidate Kirron Kher and
her aide didn’t subside a day
after election commission’s
notice to her.
Surrounded by media at
Chandigarh Press Club on Saturday, where she was for an
interaction with the Rresident
Welfare Associations (RWAs),
Kher said whatever happened
was “wrong”. “Somebody sent
us the video. My team shared it
without seeing it. I feel sorry for
it. It should not have happened.
Kids should not be involved in
campaigning,” she said.
However, Congress candidate Pawan Bansal flayed Kher
for her conduct. “It is a clear violation of the model code of conduct and the EC directions,”
said Bansal. He said his party
too has submitted a formal complaint to the EC in this regard.
“We hope the EC doesn’t take up
this case the way complaints
against Modi and Shah were
being dealt with in which no
action was taken,” he said.
HT was first to report the
matter in which Kher on Friday

BJP national president Amit Shah will address a public rally
in favour of party candidate Kirron Kher at the Ramlila
Ground in Sector 27 on Sunday. BJP city president Sanjay
Tandon held a meeting of workers and other prominent
local leaders to assign responsibilities. Tandon said, “The
rally will play a vital role in the election and every worker
should contribute and make the event successful.”

shared an 8-second video on her
Twitter handle in which
Mahesh Inder Singh Sidhu,
party councillor and her close
aide, is seen coaxing kids to seek
votes for her. In the video, the
children are seen in PM Narendra Modi’s masks and raising
“Ab Ki Bar Modi Sarkar” slogans after making an appeal to
vote for Kher.
Endorsing the video, Kirron
went on to add that “Abhi subhey subhay hi Mahesh Inder ne
ye video bheja hai. Chandigarh
ke bache bache ko pata hai
#Aayega to Modi hi”.
THIS WILL NOT HAPPEN
AGAIN: KHER TO EC
HT accessed Kher’s one-page
reply submitted to the EC on
Saturday evening in which she
stated that this will not happen

in her election campaign in
future. She said instructions
have been given to all those handling her election campaign,
social media accounts to ensure
that the guidelines of the EC are
followed strictly.
She claimed that the said
video shared by her on Twitter
was neither filmed by her nor
she had given consent to circulate it.
“I found that the video was
randomly shot by one of the
party workers who came across
children during campaigning.
They were voluntarily repeating the common slogans being
used in the party’s election campaigning,” she said.
She further said that the
moment the matter came to her
knowledge, the said video was
immediately removed from her

Twitter handle. “The video was
never meant to be used for any
political purpose,” Kher
claimed
Meanwhile, her aide Mahesh
Inder Sidhu, councillor from
Ward 1 (from Sector 1 to 11),
claimed in the reply that the
video was shot with no intent to
use it for poll campaigning. “I
assure that it will not be
repeated in future,” he said.
EC’S DECISION
BY MONDAY
Based on the reply filed by Kher
and her aide, the election commission will seek report from
the district media certification
and monitoring committee on
whether Kher had deleted the
video from her Twitter handle,
before taking the final call on
this matter.
BSP CANDIDATE
GETS NOTICE
The election commission on Saturday also sent notice to local
BSP candidate Parveen Tank
for violation of using kids in his
poll campaign. During his campaigning, children were seen
waving BSP flags. He has been
asked to reply within 24 hours.
››SEE ALSO P3

Be wary of used item deals online, cheats on the prowl
Shub Karman Dhaliwal
n

shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Beware of the customers you are conversing with
to finalise a deal for items put on
sale by you online, because
fraudsters are on the prowl. A
man from the city sold his
two-wheeler on online market
place for used goods — OLX —
oblivious of the mental agony in
waiting.
Before finalising the deal, Ravi
Kant, 37, shared photos of the
two-wheeler’s registration certificate and personal documents
with some other prospective
buyer, which turned out to be the

biggest mistake of his life. Now,
he is flooded with queries from
other prospective buyers even as
the two-wheeler is already sold.
Ravi, who is employed as a
housekeeper at a luxury hotel in
the city, put his gearless twowheeler on sale in March 2019 on
OLX. “I needed money to pay the
contractor in Allahabad (Prayagraj) where my house is under construction. So, I put my scooter on
sale for ₹26,000. After negotiations, I sold it for ₹20,000 on 20
March 2019,” said Ravi, who now
commutes on a bicycle.
“As I got many offers through
the OLX, one of them asked me to
send the photo of the registration

DETAILS OUT, AGONY IN
n Ravi Kant, 37, puts his gearless

scooter on sale on OLX. He
shares details and photos of the
vehicle with a buyer.
n He sells his vehicle to some
other person. Soon, people start

certificate, the two-wheeler and
other details, which I did,” he
said.
Soon, prospective buyers
started visiting my house enquiring about the two-wheeler. “I was
surprised and kept telling them
that the two-wheeler is already

visiting his house to enquire
about the two-wheeler.
n On inquiry, it emerged that his

vehicle has been put on sale by
somebody else to cheat people.
n He lodges a police complaint.

sold. The person had put the twowheeler on sale online by uploading the picture of the vehicle and
the registration certificate.
As the address on the document was mine, people started
visiting me. There was no stopping as 50-60 people had visited

me and finally I lodged a police
complaint. But even after that
there was no relief,” he said.
He said that his personal identity proof and registration were
allegedly being used by fraudsters to dupe people interested in
buying a gearless scooter on OLX.
COMPLAINT FROM A
PROSPECTIVE BUYER
Swaran Singh of Sector 61, in his
complaint to the cyber cell said he
saw a two-wheeler put on sale on
OLX by one Ravi Kant on April 23
and I contacted the owner on the
phone number provided there.
“The owner claimed he is an
armyman, posted at the airport,”

Swaran said, who went to the
airport to check the two-wheeler
the next day after fixing a
meeting.
“However, the person claimed
he was busy and that the vehicle
was parked at the army canteen
and I needed to pay ₹1,020. I
refused to pay any money even as
he kept insisting that I should
trust him,” Swaran said.
DSP (cyber cell) Rashmi
Yadav, said, “Many people paid
money to the fraudsters . We have
written to the OLX authorities to
check and block such users and
advertisements. Attempts are
being made to trace the
fraudsters.”
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HT REPORTERS’ TRACKER ON ALL THOSE MAKING OR FAKING, NEWS
KHARAR-CHANDIGARH FLYOVER
REMAINS A FLIGHT OF FANCY
A visit to the office of sub divisional
magistrate (SDM) Jagdeep Sehgal in
Mohali to get details regarding the
construction of the Kharar-Chandigarh flyover drew a nought. At first,
the SDM refused to divulge details
over the phone and asked the HT
reporter to visit his office. When the
documents related to the flyover were
sought in person, he started writing
five points regarding the ongoing
project on a blank paper. When the
reporter requested that the details be
provided on a letterhead or be signed/
stamped for authenticity, he was told,
“Who are you? Go and file an RTI.”

TANDON CAMP HOPES FOR
BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME
Ajay Jamwal, the BJP north-east
in-charge, is playing a key role in the
party’s Chandigarh campaign. To
boost the morale of party workers
dejected over the rejection of city BJP
chief Sanjay Tandon’s claim to the
ticket, he said, “Ibadat kar, ibadat ke
nal gal banti hein, kisi di aaj banti hein
kisi ki kal banti hein.” He was indicating that if Tandon didn’t get the ticket
this time, he just might the next time.

POLL CODE AND SURROGATE ADS
Though the poll code of conduct
doesn’t allow Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s photo on advertisements, it
hasn’t stopped advertisers from being
creative. At many petrol stations in
Chandigarh, advertisements of LPG
subsidy can be seen which indirectly
point to the scheme launched by the
Modi government.

FREE LEFT GETS THUMBS UP
Illustration: BISWAJIT DEBNATH/HT

MIND YOUR PRONUNCIATION
During his address at the 68th annual
convocation recently, Panjab University vice-chancellor Raj Kumar referred
to UT administrator VP Singh Badnore

shortstories
MAN HELD FOR
ATTACKING FORMER
DSP WITH IRON ROD
PANCHKULA :Police have arrested a
26-year-old man for attacking
former DSP Bhagwan Das Bector
with an iron rod near the Sector
9-10 roundabout in a road rage
incident on Tuesday. The accused
was identified as Virendra Kuljeet
of Bhainsa Tibba village here.
Sector-10 police chowki in-charge,
ASI Partap Singh said the accused was arrested on Friday. He
was taking driving lessons when
HTC
the incident took place.

Fire breaks out in sports
factory, goods gutted
AMBALA: A major fire broke out at
plot number 7 of the Punjab Sports
Factory in the industrial area, under
the Mahesh Nagar police station,
Ambala, on Saturday. The factory
workers disclosed that the fire
spread from the first floor to the
second floor within minutes. On
receiving information, the fire
department deployed five fire
brigades to control the fire.
Department officials said the fire
escalated due to chemical stored in
HTC
the factory rooms.

Blood camp organised
CHANDIGARH :The Thalassaemic
Children Welfare Association, PGI,
organised its 178th blood donation
camp at the Zakir Hall, Research
Block A, here on Saturday in
coordination with the Blood Bank
of the PGI, and under the guidance
of Dr Ratti Ram Sharma, head,
department of transfusion
medicine. As many 368 units of
blood were collected. The camp
was inaugurated by SS Birdi, DGM,
HTC
SBI, Chandigarh.

Woman’s burnt body: Police
remand for murder accused
PANCHKULA :Anand and his brother
Azad, the two accused in the
murder of 38-year-old Aarti, alias
Anu, whose burnt body was found
near the Mansa Devi Complex on
April 27, were presented before a
court on Saturday and remanded to
four-day police custody. The
woman had an affair with Anand
and was pregnant with his child,
that is why they had murdered her,
dumped her body in an isolated
HTC
area and set it afire.

Street play on voter
awareness organised
PANCHKULA: As part of the
Haryana State Legal Services
Authority’s campaign to create
voter awareness, a street play
“Vote Bhi Hai Ek Zimmedaari” was
organised by theatre artistes at the
Sector 4 and Sector 20 markets.
Officials said awareness camps will
be organised in various schools of
the city in the coming days. A live
demonstration of the functioning
of the EVM and VVPAT machines
HTC
was also given.

as ‘Bad Nor’. The audience exchanged
glances and then looked at the governor
and chuckled. Badnore graciously let it
pass.

As Chandigarh residents hailed the
traffic police for implementing the
‘free left’ system at intersections, officials in-charge of the storeroom said
the equipment was procured from a
retailer in Ambala at a rebate. The
chains connecting the traffic cones
and banners were also given to them
free of cost by the retailer.

his nomination papers at the DC office
in Sector 17 the other day, the president of one of the city’s forum was
present. When asked, he said he had
come to meet the DC. That seemed
unlikely as the DC was busy with the
nominations.

LUNCH HOUR IS NAP
TIME AT POLICE HQ

n

An advertisement on LPG subsidy, a Modi government’s initiative, displayed at a
HT PHOTO
petrol pump in Chandigarh.

RWAS’ GRIPE NOT
WITHOUT A REASON

ARE COPS DOWNPLAYING
ZIRAKPUR ROBBERY?

There’s no smoke without fire. Resident welfare associations (RWAs)
often allege that the administration
doesn’t take them seriously. The registration of firms and societies branch at
the office of the deputy commissioner
that is supposed to maintain a record
of all RWAs in the city admitted
recently that it doesn’t have a record of
how many RWAs are registered with
it. The total number of societies registered with them was not available
either.

The robbery at the house of a wholesale dealer of gold in a Zirakpur apartment complex in the evening is
unsolved. Police are being accused of
trying to underplay the value of
amount stolen. Though the accused
fled with cash and gold ornaments in
two bags and two suitcases, police say
goods amounting to only Rs 3.5 lakh
were stolen. When confronted with
what the accused decamped with, a
policeman simply said, “Clothes.”

ELECTIONS AND NEWFOUND
SELFIE LOVE

WHY KHER DIDN’T VISIT PGI
Former Shiromani Akali Dal president of Chandigarh, Jasjit Singh alias
Gora Kang, joined the Congress
recently and was quick to take a jibe at
BJP MP candidate Kirron Kher.
Addressing a public meeting on the
Post-Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research (PGI) campus
in support of Congress candidate
Pawan Kumar Bansal on Friday, he
asked, “Did Kher ever visit the PGI
campus after winning the elections?”
When members of the gathering
shouted, “No”, Kang remarked, “She
hasn’t fallen ill in five years else she
could’ve visited PGIMER.” He was
quick to justify his unwarranted
remark by saying, “But I have good
relations with her.”

BJP Lok Sabha candidate Kirron Kher
is known to avoid allowing people to
take selfies with her at gatherings.
With the elections approaching, she
has changed tack and is seen obliging
selfie-seekers. The selfie could well
turn into a vote.

RWAs, DIVIDED ON
POLITICAL LINES
During a public meeting organised by
a residents’ welfare body, Congress
candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal asked
RWAs to be non-political and work in
larger public interest. Political affiliations of RWAs are known. Many say
the division of local forums happened
due to their loyalties towards the BJP
and the Congress. When Bansal filed

2yrson,Phase8remainsMohali’s
preferredboardingpointforbuses
FAMILIARITY Private bus owners say old spot is better connected to government offices and hospitals
Hillary Victor
n

vate buses in Phase 8, said, “We
tried using the Phase 6 ISBT for
three months, but suffered a
huge loss as there were no passengers. People are familiar with
the Phase 8 site as all important
offices of Punjab including
PUDA, GMADA, PSEB, Punjab
Rural Development and Panchayat Department, and even a
prominent private hospital, are
located near the site.”

hillary.victor@htlive.com

MOHALI :Even two years after the

old bus stand in Phase 8, Mohali,
was demolished, buses continue
to ply from here.
It was in February 2017 when
the Greater Mohali Area Development Authority (GMADA)
had demolished the bus stand
and taken possession of the land.
However, around 200 private
buses and 20 Pepsu Road Transport Corporation (PRTC) and
Punjab Roadways buses ply
from here.
Buses also stay parked on the
roadside near the old bus stand,
catering to a large number of
passengers.

n

The make-shift bus stand in Phase 8, Mohali, continues to operate
ANIL DAYAL/HT
despite challaning of private buses.

On the other hand, the Baba
Banda Singh Bahadur ISBT in
Phase 6, which was inaugurated
two years ago, is operating at
only 25% of its capacity with 500

buses. It is expected to serve
around 2,000 buses.
MATTER OF LOSSES?
Hardeep Singh, in-charge of pri-

WHAT AUTHORITIES SAY
GMADA chief engineer Sunil
Kansal said they had requested
state transport authority several
times to stop the operation of
buses from Phase 8. “The matter
was even raised with the transport principal secretary, but

Murder case registered after 10 mos
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : The police have regis-

tered a case of murder against
fourmen,10 monthsaftera man,
identifiedasTaranjitSingh,16,of
Jharmarhi village in Mohali district,wasfounddeadunder mysterious circumstances on June
11, 2018, near Sadopur village of
Ambala.
As per information, Taranjit
went missing on June 7, 2018,
after he left hometo takehis livestock for grazing. A missing
report was lodged then.
After a period of 10 months
now, Ranbir Singh, Taranjit’s

16-YEAR-OLD TARANJIT
SINGH WENT MISSING ON
JUNE 7, 2018, AFTER HE
LEFT HOME TO TAKE HIS
LIVESTOCK FOR GRAZING
AT A MOHALI VILLAGE
father, fileda complaintonApril
26withtheHaryanadirectorgeneral of police (DGP) following
whichthemurdercasewasregistered on Friday. Ranbir said
Ambalapolicedidnotsharewith
the family the investigation proceedings of the case from the
angle of murder despite there

being key evidence available.
Accused were identified as
Krishan Lal of Hukmawali village, Fatehabad, Gursewak
Singh and his sons Rasmeet
Singh and Davinder Singh of
Jharmarhivillage,Mohali,anda
case was registered under Section 302 (murder) and 34 (acts
done by several persons in furtheranceofcommonintention)of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
‘FAMILY RIVALRY
KILLED SON’
Ranbir said some of his relatives
who had visited the spot from
whereTaranjit’sbodywasrecovered had found a diary and pen

belonging to Krishan Lal, and
submitteditsphotocopytopolice.
ASI Somprakash acting on the
complaint arrested Krishan Lal
and recorded his statements but
didnot involvethemintheinvestigation, he said.
Ambala City DSP Ajit Kumar
said,“Asperourinformation,the
accused named in this FIR Krishan Lal has expired. A fresh
investigation will be conducted
and role of three other accused
willbeascertained.”Ranbirsaid,
“We have confirmed from our
inquiryandsourcesthatKrishan
is alive and Gursewak and his
family murdered my son following a rivalry.”

Two youths get
jail for stalking
17-year-old girl

Dadumajra man gets year’s
jail in cheque bounce case

CHANDIGARH:Thedistrictcourton

HT Correspondent

Saturdayawarded3.5yearsinjail
to two youngsters for stalking a
womanandsnatchinghermobile
phone in 2017.
The court convicted them
under Section 8 of the Protection
ofChildrenfromSexualOffences
(POCSO) Act and Section 354
(assault or criminal force to
womanwithintenttooutrageher
modesty) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
A fine of ₹15,000 was also
imposed on them.
The matter dates back to
December 19, 2017, when an elderlymanfromavillageinMohali
complainedthatonNovember24,
2017,theaccused—Dharampreet,
aliasSanju,20,andHardeepalias
Happy, 20, of Jhampur—started
following his 17-year-old granddaughter, misbehaved with her
and snatched her mobile phone.
Following the complaint, the
duo was booked under relevant
sectionsoftheIndianPenalCode
and the POCSO Act.
HTC

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :In a cheque-bounce
case, Krishan Chand, a resident
of Dadumajra, was sent to oneyear-jail term for taking ₹6 lakh
from a vendor in lieu of getting
him visa. He neither fulfilled the
promise nor returned the
money, said police.
The complainant Deep Kamal
Babbar, a resident of Sector 22-B,
who hadbeen a vendor in the sector for the last three years,
alleged that the son of the
accused said his father was a
government employee and he
could help him go abroad.
Babbar said the father-son
duo promised to provide him
work visa within four months
after the completion of all the formalities. They finalised the deal
for ₹10 lakh of which ₹6 lakh was
to be paid in advance and the
remaining ₹4 lakh after getting
the visa, he said.
Babbar further said that he

KRISHAN CHAND HAD
PROMISED A MAN TO
SEND HIM ABROAD IN
EXCHANGE FOR ₹10
LAKH; HE NEITHER KEPT
HIS PROMISE NOR
RETURNED THE MONEY
arranged the money and gave it
to Chand and his son in March
2017. However, after the expiry of
time limit, when the complainant approached the accused,
they tried to linger on the matter.
Later, Babbar lodged a police
complaint against the accused
and the two promised to return
the payment.
Thereafter, on January 17,
2018, the accused issued a cheque
for ₹6 lakh but his bank dishonoured it saying the funds were
insufficient.
On January 25, 2018, a legal
notice was duly served upon the
accused but in vain.

In February 2019, the statements of the accused were
recorded, wherein he denied all
the allegations and pleaded false
implication. He said that he
never dealt with any immigration, adding that he neither
receive any payment from the
complainant nor issued any
cheque to him. Chand said his
son had collected the cheque
without any notice from his
house and handed over to the
complainant in order to settle
their own dispute.
The court however said the
legal presumption, which was
already in favour of the complainant, stood at rest as the
accused has miserably failed to
rebut the same to the satisfaction
of the court.
Hence, the accused was held
guilty for commission of offence
punishable under Section 138 of
the Negotiable Instruments Act,
1881, and was convicted thereunder. He was sent to one-year of
imprisonment, said police.

nothing has been done so far,” he
said.
“Another temporary bus
stand was being operated from a
bus queue shelter in front of the
civil hospital at Phase 6, where
most of the passengers board the
buses. Most of the buses that stop
at this bus shelter skip the ISBT.
Despite repeated requests, the
authorities did not shut the bus
queue shelter,” Kansal said.
However, Mohali regional
transport authority (RTA) Sukhwinder Singh said, “We have
challaned the buses in Phase 8
several times, but they again
come back. As we are busy with
election duties now, we will conduct challaning drive after the
elections.”

Man arrested
for kidnapping
seven-year-old girl

To keep pace with the work load at the
police headquarters, staff members
choose to catch a nap during lunch
hour. A visit to the headquarters at
1.30pm reveals that the support staff is
literally falling out of their seats at the
entrance itself. With top officials moving in and out of the building constantly, asking for files for multiple
meetings, the staff make the most of
the lean lunch time to catch up on
some rest.

ZEROING IN ON THE TOPPER
The topper of the non-medical stream
of the CBSE Class 12 exam, Dishank
Jindal, was easy to figure out for he
happened to be ranked third at the
national level with 99.4% and the
board press release had his name. But
to find the tricity topper of the medical
stream was not easy. Since Thursday
afternoon when the results were
declared, reporters tallied lists to find
the topper and the buck stopped at
Chetanya Mittal from a Sector 38
school. But the next morning, the principal of DC Montessori School called to
say a student, Rishabh Manuja, from
the school was the topper in the medical stream with 98%. It turned out that
the school release had wrongly mentioned the student’s name in the nonmedical category. Though amends
were made, results can be a testing
time for reporters too.
INPUTS BY SURENDER SHARMA,
HILLARY VICTOR, VIVEK GUPTA,
SHAILEE DOGRA, MUNIESHWER A
SAGAR, ARSHDEEP ARSHI, SHUB
KARMAN DHALIWAL, SRISHTI
JASWAL, RAJANBIR SINGH AND
IDREES BUKHTIYAR

Ayushman Bharat a
game changer: Paul
HT Correspondent
n

big private hospitals and since it
started, they too have started
movingtotheprivatehospitals.”

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Ayushman Bharat

schemehasbeenagame-changer
in India, said National
Institution for Transforming
India (NITI) Aayog member VK
Paul on Saturday.
Paulwasspeakingat‘Thought
Leadership Summit 2019’ organisedby MaxInstituteofHealthcare Management at the auditoriumofIndianSchoolofBusiness
(ISB). He said, “The scheme has
just taken off and is going very
well.PeoplefromacrossIndiaare
connecting to it. Over 23 lakh
patientshavebeencoveredunder
this scheme till date and 16,500
hospitals across India are affiliated with it.”
Talkingaboutthesignificance
of the scheme, Paul said, “The
scheme is important for the poor
whowereunabletoaffordtogoto

PANEL DISCUSSION
During a panel discussion, chief
operatingofficerofZydusHospitals, Sajan Nair, said, “The
schemeiscoveringthepoorcommunityaswellandnow,theycan
afford to go to private hospitals
for their treatment.”
Chairman of CII WR Task
Force on Healthcare and chief
operatingofficerofHindujaHospital, Joy Chakraborty, said the
scheme was running in full
swing. “People are giving a positiveresponsetoit,”hesaid.Managing director and CEO, Paras
Healthcare Private Limited,
DharminderNagar,saidthegovernment was late in implementing the scheme. “This should
havebeendoneearlierforhealth
of patients, especially the poor.”

tricitytoday
MAY 5, 2019

FOR THE WOMEN WHO RIDE

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Police arrested a

37-year-old man for kidnapping
a minor girl in Zirakpur.
The accused was identified as
Sunny Mann, a resident of Baltana village in Zirakpur.
As per sources, the accused
took the seven-year-old victim
to his flat while she was walking
towards home after being
dropped at the bus stop by the
school van. Police said when the
victim didn’t return, her family
started searching for her. Later,
they reached the flat of the
accused and rescued their
daughter, said police.
The victim’s mother lodged a
complaint with police and said
the accused had beaten her
daughter after kidnapping her.
However, she refused for the
victim’s medical examination
and said though her daughter
was beaten by the accused,
there was no complaint of sexual assault reported against the
accused.
A case under Sections 363
(kidnapping), 366 (abduction),
342 (wrongful confinement), 323
(voluntarily causing hurt) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
Protection Of Children From
Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act
was registered in the Zirakpur
police station.

THE ACCUSED TOOK
THE SEVEN-YEAR-OLD
GIRL TO HIS FLAT IN
BALTANA WHILE SHE WAS
WALKING BACK HOME
AFTER BEING DROPPED
BY HER SCHOOL VAN
AT THE BUS STOP

Chandigarh-based bike riding group are
organising a special ride on the occasion
of 13th International Female Ride Day in
Chandigarh. Around 15 female riders
from the tricity and Ambala will be
riding from New Lake to Sukhna Lake.

HEALTH MELA
Brahmakumaris are organising a
day-long Health Mela with
consultations from ayurvedic and
homeopathic experts where
medicines will be distributed free
of cost along with a de-addiction
camp.
Where: Sabzi mandi ground,
Sector 24, Chandigarh
When: 10am onwards

Where: New Lake,
Sector 42, Chandigarh
When:5:30pm

INTERACTIVE
SESSION
Dialogue for Awakened invites
for interactive session on National security: Challenges and
historical perspective.
Venue: Law Bhawan,
Sector 37 D, Chandigarh
When:5:30pm

BOOK LAUNCH
TS Central State Library cordially
invites you to the launch of
three-generation poetry book
named ‘Pirhio ke kshitiz’.
Where: Central Library, Sector 17,
Chandigarh
When: 3:30pm

APNI MANDI
Chandigarh

CHANDIGARH:
Sector 34A, Ram Darbar
MOHALI:
Phase 8, Phase 11

Sector 34A
Phase 8
Mohali

Phase 11

Ram Darbar

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com
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CITIZENS’ AGENDA: WHAT DO THE MOHALI VOTERS WANT

COMPLETION OF KH
KHARAR FLYOVER SHOULD BE PRIORITISED AND TRAFFIC SORTED OUT
NO PROGRESS Despite repeated complaints, say residents, nothing is being done to manage traffic effectively during peak hours; curb rising crime levels, or resettle vendors

POLICE SHOULD
INTERACT WITH
PUBLIC
Geetanjali Babbar, 38,
assistant professor,
CGC Landran
With increasing crimes the
focus should be on women’s
safety as Mohali has a large
population of working
women. There should be
increased police presence in
the city, especially after
sunset. The administration
and police authorities are in
the process of getting CCTV
cameras installed at select
spots but constant monitoring of these cameras and
quick repairs are essential.
The police should work in
co-ordination with the
residents and ensure they
become their eyes and ears .
Verification of domestic
helpers and tenants should
be simplified to motivate
more locals to get it done.
Regular meetings with
residents should also be
held by police officials.

MORE COPS FOR
MANAGING
TRAFFIC

ALLOCATE
SPACE TO
VENDORS

NOTHING DONE
ABOUT LOCAL
BUS SERVICE

INTERNAL
ROADS IN VERY
POOR SHAPE

Gairat Singh Sandhu, 28,
Advocate based in Mohali

Jai Prakash Agarwal, 62,
Sector 117 resident,
Mohali

Lakhvinder Kaur, 40,
Phase-7 resident, Mohali

Annu Chaudhary, 39,
Social worker, Zirakpur

A major problem in this city
is that of encroachment and
the civic body has failed to
conduct any aggressive
drive to remove illegally
squatting vendors, especially in the markets of
phases 7, 9, 10 and 11. It is
difficult for shoppers to
even walk in the corridors of
these markets. Also, it is sad
that the authorities concerned, since the past one
decade, have been promising to start a local transportation service, but to date
nothing has been done
about it. Residents especially those who don’t have
vehicles, face a lot of
problems while trying to
get from one part of the
city to another or even
connecting to Chandigarh.

Garbage collection is the
main issue in Zirakpur and it
is unfortunate that even
after so many years, we do
not have a dumping
ground. A proper garbage
collection system is virtually
non-existent. Also, traffic is
a huge problem in Zirakpur
as massive jams can be seen
every day from the flyover
to the Chandigarh border
every day. We have requested the authorities
concerned several times to
sort out the problem, but in
vain. The internal roads in
Zirakpur are in bad shape,
with encroachments
everywhere, but no drive
has been conducted to clear
these areas. Water supply is
also erratic in most of the
housing societies.

Traffic piles up during peak
hours in spite of traffic
signals, creating a huge
mess and making commuting a nightmare. The traffic
policemen are virtually
invisible, which is why the
force needs to be strengthened. This will not only
regulate traffic but also
help curb petty crimes such
as snatching and pickpocketing as the men in uniform
can maintain a strict vigil.
Apart from that, stray dogs
are one of the most underestimated threats to people
these days. Around 20 to 25
dogs wander around in
Sector 91 after midnight
posing a serious threat to
anyone walking alone. Dog
attacks are also not being
reported.

The residents of Mohali are
fighting over civic issues.
The condition of roads,
electricity and water supply
need to be improved.
Garbage dumping continues and stray cattle create
havoc on roads. Our representatives have failed to
find a solution to the
problem. Our traffic police
needs to get their act
together. VIP and VVIP
culture should be abolished.
People should also learn to
be more humane and be
better behaved on roads,
allowing ambulances to
pass during an emergency.
Street vendors should also
be relocated at specific
spots instead of standing
next to roads in the heat.

WE SHOULD GET
CANAL WATER
SUPPLY
Parwinder Kaur, 34,
Homemaker based in
Mohali
Every resident of Mohali
should get clean drinking
water, with regular supply. A
large part of Mohali gets
tubewell water so efforts
should to be made to get
canal water to the city. The
Kajauli water works should
be made functional at the
earliest so that residents do
not go without water. The
road infrastructure, especially the link roads, cry for
attention and need immediate repairs so a special
corpus should be created to
fund these important
projects. Mohali is being
projected as an education
hub so relevant infrastructure such as hostels for
women should be built and
efforts made to improve
public transport
.

HC SHOULD
SOLVE FLYOVER
PROBLEM
Ranjot Singh, 36, Sector
60 resident, Mohali
The Chandigarh-Kharar
flyover has become a big
problem. One fails to
understand whose responsibility it is to complete the
flyover. Every day one
witnesses massive traffic
jams on the stretch while
the private firm building
the flyover has also threatened to pull out of the
project. The Punjab and
Haryana High Court needs
to intervene in the matter
immediately. The crime
rate is also increasing with
police refusing to take
action and bring the
criminals to book. Because
of this women and young
girls also feel unsafe while
venturing out of their
homes. When are we going
to feel safe in this city
again?

WHAT ABOUT
PARKING
PROBLEMS?
Pyara Singh, 77, Assistant
cashier, Citizen Welfare
and Development Forum,
Mohali
Even though the issue of
stray cattle and dog menace
has been debated several
times in the Mohali municipal corporation house
meeting, but the civic body
has completely failed to sort
out the problem. Lives are at
risk because of stray cattle
wandering on the roads and
have a free run of the
highway but the authorities
choose to look the other
way. Dog attacks can also be
a real threat. The authorities
have also done nothing to
sort out the problem of
haphazard parking in
various markets of city,
which causes a great inconvenience to commuters and
shoppers over here. Build
underground parking.

COMPILED BY SHAILEE DOGRA, IDREES BUKHTIYAR AND HILLARY VICTOR

Bansalwantsdebate,Kirronnotkeen Meet the Independents, true
PLAYING HIDE AND SEEK Major
contenders have not come face-to-face
on issues despite being in same hall
election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The campaign for
Chandigarh has picked up pace.
Congress candidate Pawan Bansal and his BJP counterpart Kirron Kher have attended many
events together, but they’ve not
come face to face. Even as Bansal
wants a debate, Kirron is not so
keen. On Saturday at an event
organised by Chandigarh Residents Associations Welfare Federation (CRAWFED), Bansal
said it was better if his opponents
were presentso that people could
get clarity on issues. Kirron
came later and kept up the attack
on Bansal, in his absence.
Earlier this week, on Wednesday, at a media event at a fivestar hotel, Kirron refused a
debate with Bansal. She left the
venue, when Bansal’s turn to
speak came.
On Friday, both these candidates and AAP’s Harmohan
Dhawan were present in the
same hall at the Punjab
Kala Bhawan in Sector 16. However, they spoke separately from
the dais.
Bansal claims that Kirron was
getting away by saying whatever she wants, when he was not
around to counter it. He gave an
instance. “Kirron has said that a
lot of work has happened under
the Pradhan Mantri Aawas
Yojana. However, the reality is
that to date, even the land for the

PROMINENT CANDIDATES’ TAKE ON ISSUES THAT MATTER
Here is the way our leaders see the major issues that impact residents’ lives, and solutions they offer

›

KIRRON KHER, BJP candidate

›

Everywhere she says
that she has done
everything and I have done
nothing. She will be left
answerless if I am given an
opportunity, face-to-face,
to make my point.
PAWAN BANSAL, Cong candidate

scheme has not been identified,”
he claimed.
He added, “Everywhere she
says that she has done everything and I have done nothing.
She will be left answerless and
speechless if I am given an
opportunity, face-to-face, to
make my point.”
Kirron said Bansal could say
whatever he wanted to.
“The last time I appeared with
him, he made up lies about what
I had said, and circulated it as a
press release. I don’t want to
appear on any joint ‘manch’ with
him. “I am ready for an inter-

Munieshwer A Sagar
n

theysay

The last time I
appeared with him
(Bansal) he made up lies
about what I had said and
circulated it as a press
release. I don’t want to
appear on any joint
‘manch’ with him.

believers in power of change

n

Pawan Kumar Bansal

n

Kirron Kher

n

Harmohan Dhawan

TRAFFIC CONGESTION

and shift all stray dogs there

place from the city

Bansal: Metro only solution,
extend it to the tricity

Kirron: Can’t help due to
Supreme Court rulings

Kirron: Get monorail, and
mini buses on internal roads

Dhawan: Will work on building
dog pound

ADDITIONAL WATER
SUPPLY HOURS

Dhawan: More underpasses, in
favour of metro

HIGH LEASEHOLD
TO FREE HOLD RATES

NEED-BASED POLICY
IN CHB HOUSES

Bansal: Will lower the rates
Kirron: Circle rates are followed
for this; difficult to revise

Bansal: Will work for
one-time settlement

Dhawan: Will try to get it revised

Kirron: Brought a robust needbased policy, Kindly meet after
May 23

DUMPING GROUND,
WASTE SEGREGATION

Dhawan: One-time settlement
is the only solution

Bansal: Will remove waste from
dumping ground in 18 months

STRAY DOG MENACE

Kirron: Will flatten dumping
ground in six months

Bansal: Will plan dog pound

view, but not with liars and mischief makers,” she added.
RK Garg, convener of Second
Innings Association, a senior citizens group, said that it is difficult for people to build a perspective, till the main candidates did
not sit together and engage in a
healthy discussion.
“Chandigarh is among the
most literate cities in India. It
can set an example. Poll debates
are cosmetic,” he claimed.

Dhawan: Will shift it to a distant

‘HOPE KIRRON
IS NOT TRUMP’
During Saturday’s event, Bansal
said, “I hope Kher is not doing a
Trump (reference to the US president). She should avoid running
the city on whims and fancies.”
He claimed Kirron had confused things on a traffic solution
for Chandigarh.“First, she
favoured metro, then backed the
monorail. Now her party’s minister has floated a sky bus service

Bansal: Expansion of canal
water project happened
during the Congress tenure
Kirron: Water from Phase 5-6
is completed, increase in
supply hours
Dhawan: Will bring a formal
water policy based on next
50-year requirement

SMART CITY RANKING
Bansal: Will ensure city’s
number 1 status
Kirron: Development works
already started, ranking to improve
Dhawan: Will expedite projects
under smart city mission

facility, confusing things.”
Kirron, who arrived later,
responded by saying that Bansal
needed to answer on why he did
not bring metro during his tenure. She added, “Bansal is using
me to get publicity.”
On the waste processing plant
she claimed, “It was Bansal who
brought Jaypee group. Even if
we want to shunt out the firm, we
can’t do it because thereis no exit
clause in the contract.”

munieshwer.sagar@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Their chances for a
victory are, at best, remote. However, their zeal and enthusiasm
for making it a contest is remarkable; as are their unique motives
to fall, head-long, into the city’s
political arena.
Meet the 13 Independent candidates in fray for the Chandigarh seat; the number has
increased by more than 50% over
2014 when eight Independent
candidates were in fray. Forming one-third of 35 total candidates, each one of them has a
story to tell on why they are
trying their tryst with the
ballot box.
Meet mother of two and a
homemaker Sunita, 25, of Ram
Darbar, who is banking upon her
husband’s client network and
her in-laws’ social circle for
votes. With declared assets of
₹1.9 lakh, Sunita knows it will
not be easy to take on the big
names with big pockets. But, she
ain’t too worried.
“If they have money, we have
our sincerity. I know people will
support me because they can
trust me to make a positive difference,” says adds.
“No political party is working
for people’s welfare. To opt for
NOTA (none of the above) will be
a waste. So, we decided to stand
in the polls ourselves and vote
for one of our own who can make
a positive difference,” says
Sunita, who has a triangle as her
symbol.
Also in the fray is Nidhi Kansal, 38, a software engineer of
Ambala. Her guru, Guru Ashwani Agarwal, advised her to
contest from Chandigarh.
“Ambala is a reserved seat and
my Guruji advised my to contest
from Chandigarh.”

POLLBUZZ

n

Congress Anandpur Sahib candidate Manish Tewari
campaigning in Mohali on Saturday.

HT PHOTO

Tewari bats for special package
Former Union minister and
senior Congress leaderManish
Tewari has batted for special
compensatory industrial package in Punjab. Tewari, the Congress candidate from Anandpur Sahib, added that the state
had suffered enough due to the
BJP’s appeasement of hill
states of Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir.
“That is why, Punjab needs
a compensatory package not
only for industry, but also agriculture, as Punjab has fed the

nation for all these years and
now it is the duty of the nation
to pay back as our agriculture
and farmers are in distress,”
Tewari said, addressing a
series of public meetings in the
Mohali area on Thursday.
“Unfortunately for Punjab, the
ten years of Akali-BJP rule
sabotaged and undermined
everything as they started asking for shares in every business with the result the industry ran away from the state,”
he claimed.

Meeting held on
preparedness

Former judge
defends Tewari

General observers held a meeting to oversee arrangements on
Saturday. General observers of
Anandpur Sahib and Patiala, P
Dayanad and Saurabh Bhagat
directed officials to take notice of
complaints on model code of conduct. Dayanand can be contacted on 75877-31888 for election
related matters. Bhagat’s number is 94191-53353.

Justice Rupinder Singh
Sodhi, a former judge of the
Delhi HC, has defended Cong
leader Manish Tewari and
his family and rubbished
allegations, being made in a
video, of involvement in antiSikh riots. BJP’s Rupnagar
vice-president
Naresh
Chawla, held for posting the
video, has been remanded in
judicial custody till May 17.

‘I will give myself
2 years if elected’
Chandigarh AAP candidateHarmohan Dhawan said on Saturday said if elected, he will get
pending problems of residents
solved in ywo years of his tenure
as MP. If he couldn’t do it , then
he would resign as MP so that the
people can elect a new one, he
said. He campaigned in Sector 21
market on Monday. Dhawan’s
wife, Satinder Dhawan continued her door-to-door campaign
in residential area of Sector 47

n

SAD candidate from Anandpur Sahib Prem Singh Chandumajra
campaigning at Brahman Majra village in Rupnagar.
HT PHOTO

Centre gave ₹10,000 cr projects
to constituency, claims Chandumajra
SAD Anandpur Sahib candidate
Prem Singh Chandumajra
claimed during campaigning in
BrahmanMajravillageinRupnagar that the Centre had brought
₹10,000 crore projects to the constituencyandhadensureddevel-

opment.HeclaimedthattheBanga-Garhshankar-Anandpur
Sahib-Naina Devi four-lane NH
project will be operationalised.
COMPILED BY SHAILEE
DOGRA, VIVEK GUPTA AND
BAHADURJEET SINGH

Awareness drive held at Sukhna
The UT tourism department, in
collaboration with the election
department, organised a mega
voter awareness event at the
Sukhna Lake on Saturday. The
highlight was a musical evening

and a flash mob. A selfie booth
with state icon, Ayushmann
Khurrana, and the SVEEP
ambassador for Chandigarh,
Vivek Dahiya, also attracted
attention.

Bansal bats for
regularisation
Congress Christian Cell
organised a public meeting at
the PGI for party candidate
Pawan Kumar Bansal. The
gathering demanded that
preference be given to children of PGI employees in jobs
at the institute. In another
meeting, Bansal assured UT
employees that he would
ensure regularisation of jobs
after three years of service.

n

Homemaker Sunita, 25, of Ram Darbar, during campaigning. She is
KARUN SHARMA/HT
banking on sincerity to make a difference.

13 INDEPENDENTS
IN FRAY INCLUDE A
SOFTWARE ENGINEER
FROM AMBALA, WHO IS
COMMUTING DAILY TO
CITY FOR CAMPAIGNING
Commuting daily from
Ambala to Chandigarh for campaigning, Kansal, says, “I am
contesting for women empowerment through Wscience – a science conveying all about women
health.” And, what her chances
of winning, “100%,” she says confidently.
AGE NO DAMPENER
TO HER ENTHUSIASM
One of the oldest among independent, 75-year-old Prem Lata,
a resident of Panchkula, wants to
end corruption.
“All political parties are
indulging in corruption and it is
high time we put a stop to it. I
have many plans, but stopping

corruption is priority,” says
Lata, a social activist and an
ex-Cong member.
With reviving development in
the city as her main poll plank,
former professor of history at
Panjab University, Devi Sirohi,
is another Independent.
“Development of the city has
reversed in the last few years. It
is time to bring back development to the city,” says Sirohi.
First woman president of Panjab
University Teacher Association
(PUTA) and elected member of
the Senate, Sirohi also plans to
work on improving the education system.
Manjeet Singh Bhohat (Karnal), 38, Uday Raj(Bapu Dham),
36, Karan Vasudeva (sector 44),
34, Boota Singh (Sector 71,
Mohali), 68, Tejinder Singh
Walia (Sector 44), 77, Raj Kamal
Singh (Sarangpur), 32, Akhlesh
Kumar (Bapu Dham), 30, Yogesh
Dhingra (Sector 38B), 30, and
Ram Kumar (Dadu Majra), 38,
are other independent candidates in the fray.

Rahul to hold rally
in city on May 10
CHANDIGARH :Congress president
Rahul Gandhi will address a
rally in Chandigarh on May 10.
Local party president Pardeep
Chhabra said the venue was not
finalised yet, but it could be
either the rally ground in Sector
25 or the Sector 34 exhibition
ground. Rahul’s rally will be
held five days after BJP national
president Amit Shah’s rally on
Sunday.
Congress candidate Pawan
Kumar Bansal’s team is also trying to hold a rally of Priyanka
Gandhi after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s show on May

13. Congress workers claim that
Rahul’s rally in Chandigarh
would be a boost to the party and
Bansal, contesting for the 8th
time in a row. Party’s star campaignerNavjotSinghSidhu,who
recently held a public meeting
will address another rally on
May 15.
Former PM Manmohan
Singh, with whom Bansal enjoys
a warm relationship, and Sonia
Gandhi are not likely to campaign due to health issues. A
party leader said both of them
had stayed away fromcampaigning in other places too.
HTC

DRISHTI
EYE HOSPITAL
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UT mulls law to check
school bus fee hike

Life tests you, exam
results don’t

T

he suicide by a 17-year-old boy from Kangra who
jumped into the Sukhna Lake on Thursday night for
not performing well in the CBSE Class 12 exams is
tragic indeed. For his parents who lost a beloved child, for
others who lost a friend and for society that lost a promising,
young and healthy life, this loss is irreparable. A life should
not be taken for something as trivial as poor grades in a class.
Last year too, on March 7, 2018, an 18-year-old boy from
Phase 6, Mohali, had hanged himself from a ceiling fan after
writing the Class 12 physics exam.
Every life lost is a telling
commentary on today’s society and its colossal failure to
assess “success.” There are
just a few given parameters to
define “achievers” – by the
STUDY STRESS
jobs they hold, their designation, gadgets they own, kind of
homes they live in, the clothes
WHY ARE EXAMS
they wear, their degrees and
AND RESULTS
education.
NOT IMPORTANT?
What everyone fails to realise is that the true measure of
A teenager from Kangra took
success is in moving beyond
his life on Thursday night in
external “symbols” of achieveChandigarh for not performing
ment and looking inwards to
well in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Why are exam results not
assess “who one really is.”
important in our lives and what
Educational systems today are
can we as adults and children
not teaching students, their
do to cope with poor results?
teachers and parents to underShare your views with
stand what each child is capachandigarh@hindustanble of and tailor the school and
times.com by May 10.
higher studies curriculum to
support his and her abilities.
Our systems are not helping children learn to “cope” with
success or with disappointment.
What they are not telling youngsters is that “failure” is a
word that simply does not exist.
Or that patience and peace are the greatest gifts one could
be blessed with.
Why is it so difficult to understand that exams test youngsters only on the knowledge they have absorbed in a class?
One can always repeat one’s performance and improve on it,
year after year. Precious life gone once does not return – or
give one a chance to do things differently the next time.
Every human being is different, each with his or her own
innate uniqueness and ability to study, learn and put that
knowledge to good use. Poor performance in one exam does
not assess a human being for his or her true calibre and talent, his or her kindness, resilience and leadership skills.
We all have a right to exist and to enjoy the bounty that this
earth offers selflessly to every creature.
Being a doctor, engineer or a politician is not the passport
guaranteeing us the right to live. We can simply exist without
proving anything to anyone and still live fulfilled lives.
There are hundreds of avenues to sustain life on this
planet, parents should teach their children to explore each
path, experience each avenue and choose one they like or fall
in love with. Don’t teach children to look at external sources
of joy and approval. Develop their capacity to cope, to live in
hope and give others hope.
And just refuse to give up.

UNREGULATED PRICING Present regulations governing
school bus transportation talk only about safety and security
Srishti Jaswal
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The State Transport
Authority (STA) is deliberating
a policy under which it will be
decided that who will regulate
the school bus fares and how
they will be regulated.
This comes weeks after Hindustan Times had highlighted
that there are no regulations to
check the school bus fare hike.
The STA is planning to bring
new rules and regulations along
with a body that will look into
complaints.
STA secretary Harjeet Singh
Sandhu said, “The matter of fee
regulation is under process. As
such there is no direct law but I
am studying it minutely so that
we can formulate some policy
regarding the fee regulation.”
School Bus Contractors’
Union president Manjeet Singh
said, “The STA has called a meeting with the union.”
He said, “We will put forward
our points and grievances during the meeting with the officials.”
Singh said, “In every business
or job, there is a hike in salary or

profit over the time. Even there
is an increase in daily wages of
workers, then why not an
increase in the bus fees.”
When asked if the fees hike is
regulated, he said “We do it
upfront, and parents know about
it. When diesel prices are hiked,
we have no option but to increase
the fare.”
NO REGULATIONS
IN PLACE
In absence of any rules or regulations, the transporters engaged
in ferrying school children hike
or reduce fares at their own discretion, leaving parents with no
options but to comply with
them.
The regulations governing the
school bus transportation,
including the Safe Transport
Policy for Students (STRAPS),
talks only about safety and security but has no mention of fare.
In fact, the directions issued
by the Punjab and Haryana high
court regarding school bus and
school traffic have no mention of
fare.
In a research conducted by
Panjab University’s Human
Resource Development Centre

deputy director Jayanti Dutta,
on child’s right to safe school
transportation in Sarangpur village in 2015, it was observed that
the monthly school bus fee was
being charged without any specific formula involving facilities
or distance.
Almost all schools of Chandigarh follow different ways when
it comes to hiking the transportation charges.
Some schools increase it
annually, some biannually while
certain schools have different
fees in different quarters of the
year.
MODEL CODE OF
CONDUCT CAUSES
DELAY
Director of School Education
Rubinderjit Singh Brar could not
be contacted for comments, however, highly placed sources in
the education department said
officers are already holding
deliberations withstakeholders.
The official requesting anonymity said, “Till the time elections are in place, no new policy
can be inducted in UT because of
Model Code of Conduct. That is
why the process is slow.”

schoolnotes

debate of
the week

Students in a jubilant mood after a convocation ceremony at Panjab University in Chandigarh on
KARUN SHARMA/HT
Saturday.

n

PU’s Hindi dept holds its
first ever convocation
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

The department of Hindi of Panjab University (PU) held its first
ever convocation on Saturday.
Degrees were conferred on 154
students. Haryana director general of police (DGP) Manoj Yadav
was the chief guest.
As many as 131 students of MA
and 23 students of diploma in
translation received degrees.
Yadav said the connection
developed with literature is very
valuable and should be nourished throughout life, no matter

what course one takes in life.
Narrating his personal anecdotes he said, “Reading literary
works of Jai Shankar Prasad and
Harivansh Rai Bachachan have
instilled many values that not
only helped me become a better
human being but also a better
police officer.”
He said literature helps us
closely connect with universal
values of humanity, integrity and
honesty.
He told the young graduates
that positive thinking and optimism are the keys to success.
Speaking about the relevance

of Hindi language, he said it is
becoming a quintessential language even in the marketing and
business fields.
He said while Hindi is growing
commercially, it is also our
responsibility to help in literary
growth of Hindi.
Hindi department chairman
Gurmeet Singh welcomed the
guests and said students have
earned their degrees after a lot of
hard work. By organising this
convocation,the department has
tried that each student receives
the degree in a ceremonial way,
he said.

RIMT WORLD SCHOOL

Residents of Sec 40
decry civic issues

Investiture ceremony
CHANDIGARH: RIMT World School,
Manimajra, held its investiture
ceremony on Saturday. The newly
elected cabinet pledged to uphold
the ideals of the school and act as a
role model for the fellow students.
Harkirat Singh was the newly elected
Head Boy and Jahanavi Ahuja of Class
10 was the newly elected Head Girl.
Principal Anjali Sharma delivered a
motivational speech. Meanwhile,
students were awarded for achieving
excellence in academics and 100%
attendance.

HT Correspondent
n

CHANDIGARH : Residents of Sector

DOON PUBLIC SCHOOL

Mother’s Day celebrated
PANCHKULA: Mother’s day was
celebrated at Doon Public School,
Sector 21on Saturday. Mothers of the
students from different calsses were
invited on the occasion. All the
mothers participated in ‘Doon Mother
Beauty Pageant’. The winning mothers were Neha Sharma who was given
the title of Missus Marvellous,
Poonam Chatterjee who was titled
Fashionista and Amita Taneja who
was given the title of Missus Rampwalk. Jyoti Dogra was the chief guest
on the occasion. The guest of honour
Akanksha Sharma and principal Sunita
Anand were also present.

DAV MODEL SCHOOL

Talent Hunt organised
CHANDIGARH: DAV Model School
Sector 15A, organised a talent hunt
‘Expressions Galore’ on Saturday. It
served as a platform for the students
from Classes 3 to 11 to showcase their
creative personalities. Principal Anuja
Sharma highlighted the need to hone
the creative skills of children for their

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com
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Students during a career fest held at Satluj Public School in Sector
HT PHOTO
4, Panchkula, on Saturday.

overall development. Students
participated in a painting activity on
the theme ‘India of my dreams’, a
poster activity on ‘Swacch Bharat
Mission’ and ‘Clean and Green India’, a
declamation on the topic ‘India of my
dreams’ and poetry -recitation.
Students were awarded prizes and
certificates for their performances.
BLUE BIRD HIGH SCHOOL

Hand Wash Activity
PANCHKULA: A hand wash activity
was held at Blue Bird High School,
Sector 16 on Saturday. The activity
was organised for all students from
Classes 1 to 10. Students wrote slogans
on hands and learnt the importance
of washing hands. Principal Vandna
encouraged the students to mainting
hygeine at all times.

BANYAN TREE SCHOOL

Relay race organised
Chandigarh An inter-school event

‘Wheels of Wisdom’ was held at
Banyan Tree School, Sector 48B, on
Saturday. It was a relay race involving
different tasks related to subjects
including English, Science, Social
Science and Maths. As many as 200
students from different schools of the
tricity participated and were accompanied by 50 teachers. The aim of the
race was to enhance the cognitive
skills of the students. Saupins School,
Chandigarh, was declared the winner.
SANAWAR MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Splash pool activity held
CHANDIGARH: Students of Sanawar
Montessori School, Sector 11, participated in a splash pool activity on
Saturday. Students of the kindergarten wore colourful swimming costumes and goggles as they participated in the pool activity. Students
also played with floating toys. The
principal lauded the active participation of the students in the activity.

40 are complaining about various civic issues and alleging that
despite meeting with various
officials including the commissioner of the municipal corporation, the issues haven’t been
resolved.
General secretary of the
Sector 40 C MIG houses resident
welfare association (RWA),
SK Khosla, said the streetlights
in their sector have been
non-operational for a while
now.
“The sector is dotted with
dark areas during the night. This
can lead to accidents and it also
encourages crime, ” said Khosla.
Khosla said the roads are in a
dilapidated condition since
last year and show no improvement.
“Over the years, the road has
never been fixed. Only patchwork as done. And now the condition is so bad that even the
patchwork holds only for a few
weeks.”
NO PLAYGROUNDS
FOR CHILDREN
President of the RWA, Dilbagh
Singh, said it was strange that
there was not a single play-

PGI to observe
World Hand Hygiene
Week from today

ground for the children of their
locality.
“Rather than have green belts
and parks, the MC should
develop playgrounds for our
children who have no place left
to play.”
He added that they had met
the MC commissioner in January and he had assured them that
their problems would be solved
within a month's time.
“We will be taking up these
issues with him again and we
will highlight how the department hasn't made any progress,”
said the general secretary
Khosla.
Local area councillor, Gurbax
Rawat, said she was aware of the
problems and blamed them on
political differences with the ruling party in the city.
‘BJP TO BLAME’
The local area councillor
said,“The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)
government
has privatised everything
which is why residents are suffering.”
She said funds were needed to
provide better infrastructure to
the residents for which
better coordination was needed
between the municipal
corporation and the government.

CHANDIGARH : The Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER) will celebrate World Hand Hygiene Day
on a big scale in the form of a
Hand Hygiene Week starting
from May 5.
The celebration will be spearheaded by the Hospital Infection
Control Committee, which is a
multidisciplinary committee
consisting doctors, nurses, hospital administrators and nursing
administrators.
As per experts, if all doctors,
nurses, hospital staff and relatives of patients meticulously
clean their hands before and after
touching each and every patient
on every occasion it will result in
a marked decrease in hospital-acquired infections and the save
thousands of lives.
Posters demonstrating the
importance of hand hygieneand
the steps for hand washing or
application of alcohol-based hand
rubs have been displayed at
prominent places in the hospital.
Teams of infection control
nurses will visit various buildings of PGIMER along with teaching aids and demonstrate the
correct hand hygiene technique
to all employees, patients and
their relatives entering the
HTC
areas.

PGGCG-42 holds
farewell party
HT Correspondent
n

CHANDIGARH:The students of Post

Graduate Government College
for Girls (PGGCG), Sector 42, bid
a farewell to its outgoing batch of
MSc (second year) micro-biotechnology, zoology and botany.
The junior classes gave various dance performances and
sang songs. Akshita bagged the
title of Miss Farewell. Nidhi and
Devyani were declared the first

CBSECLASS12RESULTS
SACRED
HEART
SENIOR SEC
SCHOOL,
SECTOR 26,
CHANDIGARH >>

Simarnjeet Kaur, 95.4%,
Commerce

Kashika Kapur, 97.6%,
Commerce

Khushi, 96.8%,
Commerce

Gurnaz Kaur, 96.6%,
Commerce

Meetanshi Gaba, 96.6%,
Commerce

Tarini Goyal, 96.4%,
Commerce

Yashna, 96.4%,
Commerce

Roshni Bhatia, 96%,
Commerce

Anchal Kansal, 95.8%,
Commerce

Avishi Bansal, 95.6%,
Commerce

Ishita Sood, 95.4%,
Commerce

Chetna Kaul, 95.4%,
Commerce

Bhawna Jain, 95.4%,
Commerce

Zoya Shabbir, 95.4%,
Commerce

Shivani Mathur, 95.4%,
Commerce

Svasti Agrawal, 95.4%,
Commerce

Arshiya Sehgal, 95.2%,
Commerce

Arshita Garg, 95%,
Commerce

Mahima Chopra, 95%,
Commerce

SAINT SOLDIER
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,
SECTOR 28 B,
CHANDIGARH >>
Ishpreet Kaur, 96.2%,
Non-medical

Ishita, 95.8%,
Commerce

Aditya Jain, 95.6%,
Commerce

Chaitanaya, 95.2%,
Non-medical

CHITKARA
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,
SECTOR 25,
CHANDIGARH >>
Isha Thakur, 95.8%,
Humanities

Simran, 95.6%,
Commerce

SACRED SOUL’S
SCHOOL,
MOHALI >>

Abhishek, 97.4%,
Science

Ashiyana Bhardwaj,
97.4%, Humanities

Manan Singla, 95.5%,
Commerce

Ravjot Kaur, 96%,
Humanities

Jasmeet Singh, 96%,
Science

DOON
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,
SECTOR 69,
MOHALI>>

GURUKUL
GLOBAL
SCHOOL,
MANIMAJRA,
CHANDIGARH >>

DIKSHANT
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,
ZIRAKPUR>>
Tanishqa, 96.4%,
Humanities

and the second runners-up,
respectively. PGGCG principal
Binu Dogra concluded the eventwith encouraging words and
wished the outgoing students
luck for their future endeavours.

HALL OF FAME

AKSIPS,
SECTOR 41,
CHANDIGARH >>

Chetankamal Kaur Bassi,
96%, Humanities

AKSHITA BAGGED
THE TITLE OF MISS
FAREWELL; NIDHI WAS
DECLARED THE FIRST
RUNNER-UP

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

Aparna Tewari, 95.4%,
Humanities

Arshiya Mahajan,
95.2%, Humanities

Kritika, 98.2%,
Humanities

NOTE TO SCHOOLS
School principals are welcome to send good quality photos of students who have scored 95% or more in the CBSE Class-12 exams for publication to
htschoolresults@gmail.com. Each student’s picture should be coloured and sent individually in JPEG format. Please mention the name, stream
and marks in the title as well.

Khushparneet, 97.2%,
Humanities

Simrandeep Kaur,
95.6%, Commerce
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COL HP SINGH (RETD)

FORGETTING THE JOY OF LEARNING
IN THE RAT RACE OF LIFE

POTPOURRI

W

hen my daughter finished her
Class 12 board examination,
everyone heaved a sigh of relief.
The few months before were
agonising for her as she put in
some 12 to 14 hours of study daily. The vastness
of the syllabus coupled with unrealistic expectations of marks took a heavy toll on every person in our house as we stood in solidarity in
support of our little warrior. “I have harboured
an exaggerated perception of my worth as a
student,” she would break down while suffering regular pangs of anxiety when stress levels
surpassed a threshold. My psychotherapist
wife almost lost faith in her professional com-

“I HAVE HARBOURED AN
EXAGGERATED PERCEPTION OF MY
WORTH AS A STUDENT,” MY
DAUGHTER WOULD WOULD BREAK
DOWN WHILE SUFFERING REGULAR
PANGS OF ANXIETY

petence in her attempt to counsel her own
daughter.

NO TELEVISION, NO MUSIC,
NOT EVEN A CONVERSATION
Never before had our home been so gloomy and
uninviting with restrictions imposed any kind
of sound, from television, music or even conversation lest our ‘Boards Patient’ should get
disturbed. We even learnt to carry out our
obligatory husband-wife bickering at acceptable decibel levels. Our social life went for a six
and I was dishonourably expelled from my golf
four-ball group for poor attendance. At times I
wondered if it was our child sitting for the
exam or us parents.

n

Are our students being really educated or just being ‘programmed’?

cant number will develop a revulsion for what
was once their dream and passion.

DEVELOP LIFE SKILLS, NOT
HUNGER FOR MARKS

ON THE BRINK OF A
NERVOUS BREAKDOWN

n

As a parent my heart cries at the predicament
of children who undergo this torment year
after year. The near-perfect cut-off percentages for admission in good institutions is pushing them to the fringes of nervous breakdown.
Given the reservation policy for admissions,
the caste inherited by accident of birth can act

as an impediment for many, diluting their otherwise superlative performance. What is even
more painful is the fact that the agony won’t
end here. Even after making the grade the
scholastic struggle will continue and a signifi-

At times I wonder whether the education system needs realignment. Pursuit of a good result
by cramming up volumes of data, facts and figures has taken precedence over the importance of life skill development and strengthening of the psyche. Where students should be
learning with inspiration even in their desperation, most impressionable young minds are
just being programmed and not educated. The
mark of education isn’t the knowledge one
accumulates in one’s head; rather education is
what remains after one has forgotten what was

There should be excitement and joy in learning,
not anxiety to get near-perfect scores. HT PHOTO

HEADS I LOSE, TAILS YOU WIN: ARE WOMEN IN
INDIA HURTING THEIR OWN CAUSE?
guest
column
RASHMI KALIA

I

f a man goes back on his word to
marry a woman, can physical
intimacy between consenting
adults be termed ‘rape’?
The apex court of India has
answered this question with a firm
“Yes”. In a significant verdict, the
Supreme Court of India upheld an
order of a trial court convicting a doctor of rape in Chhattisgarh because
he had a consensual sexual relationship with a woman after promising to
marry her.
The Supreme Court observed, in a
judgement delivered on April 11, 2019,
that when a man refuses to keep his
promise of marriage to a woman, it is
clear that the man intended to cheat
the woman. The court also observed
that the woman would not have consented to physical intimacy if the man
in question had not promised to
marry her.
“It was a clear case of cheating and
deception,” the Supreme Court held.

‘PRIZED’ VIRGINITY
Commenting on the judgement, a
BBC journalist wrote that the basis of
the Supreme Court judgment could be
attributed to the fact that India was

n

Can a breach of promise to marry
someone be equated with rape?
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

still a largely conservative country in
matters of sex and women’s sexuality.
She also observed that it was hard for
an Indian woman to get married if it is
known that she has had pre-marital
sex. In simple words, she asserted,
virginity was prized by Indian society.
But are the new generation of
Indian women; ambitious, assertive,
motivated and determined to carve
out their independent identities
before marriage, comfortable with
such regressive opinions on their sexuality and their views on pre-marital
sex, published in the international
press? And also, is it fair to equate
cheating with the heinous crime of
rape?
The answer to both the questions is
a big “No”.
According to the HT-MaRS Youth
Survey conducted in 2014, an unprecedented 61% of Indian youth, both

men and women, believe that premarital sex is no longer taboo. India is
changing with a large number of
women believing in making their own
choices, including their right to
choose whether to indulge in premarital sex or not.
However, inherent patriarchal
mentality is widely prevalent in
Indian society; that all women who
have sex before marriage are either
victims of men and need protection
from them or characterless women
who attach no importance to moral
propriety. Either way, such women
are perceived to be “ruined for life”.
When passing the judgment, the
Supreme Court observed that rape is
“the most hated crime” and it causes a
“serious blow to the supreme honour
of a woman, and offends her esteem
and dignity.”
Agreed. However, can a breach of
promise to marry someone be
equated with rape? Not only do we
trivialise rape then but also make a
very disturbing assumption: that premarital sex is permissible if it is
accompanied by the intent to marry.
Does this imply that pre-marital sex is
an award, leading to marriage? Also,
the law contends that if a man can
prove that he had the intent to marry
the woman, but changed his mind
later, then he will not be termed a rapist. However, ‘intention’ is the most
difficult thing to prove, which means
that judgments in such cases may
also fall in the grey area.

n

kaliarash@gmail.com

The writer teaches at DAV College, Chandigarh

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THE NOBLE,
BRAVE BAAZ

guest
column
COL RD SINGH (RETD)

A

s a 1.3-billion strong nation,
our main problem today is
lack of a strong national character. Our civil society and
institutes are decaying, politicians
indulge in mud-slinging and there’s
rampant corruption in public life. People seem to be keen only on seeking
and not giving. Where is that sense of
self-accountability, and life based on
certain values and convictions?
As children studying in KG School,
Belgaum we witnessed our headmaster RS Mani and teachers focus on
character building and moral values
first. Even as a student of DAV College, Chandigarh, Triloki Nath, our
principal, inculcated virtues in us.
Today, however, one is pained to
find students misbehaving with their
teachers, and parents backing them
instead of guiding them on the right
path.
Children tell lies at the drop of a hat,
growing up as selfish human beings
with questionable character.
This has to be corrected, not only in
schools and colleges, but across society.
We have to build a strong national
character, with values in our lives.
Our educational institutions have to
get their priorities right. Their focus
should not be on producing a young
man who will fool the system, but a
gentleman who will give back to society. For that, we have to encourage
integrity and eliminate corruption
from society. Any person in a position
of responsibility has to be an asset to
the nation and not a liability.
Character builds fair and honest
judges, upright policemen, selfless
politicians, inspiring teachers,
responsible and caring parents, disciplined youth, and sincere government

FOCUS OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS SHOULD NOT BE
ON PRODUCING A YOUNG MAN
WHO WILL FOOL THE SYSTEM,
BUT A GENTLEMAN WHO WILL
GIVE BACK TO SOCIETY

J

ust before Partition, Qayum
Khan, a Pathan from the North
West Frontier Province, set
out on a falconer’s pilgrimage
to the sub-continent’s premier
‘mandi’ for raptors at Amritsar. In
his bag were two prized Saker falcons, which he had trapped from the
northern mountains. Upon reaching
Amritsar, Khan did not attempt to
sell the Sakers to agents of maharajas. He happily exchanged two
Sakers for one female Northern goshawk.
The hard bargain underscored the
goshawk’s majestic reputation. It
echoed what British ornithologist
TC Jerdon wrote in his 1862 book,
The Birds of India, Vol 1: “The Baaz
is the most highly esteemed bird of
prey in India and a trained bird used
to be sold for a large sum in former
days...for prices varying from Rs 20
to Rs 50 for the female and Rs 10-30
for male.”
In fact, the goshawk’s scientific
name, Accipiter gentilis, is derived
from the Latin word, gentilis (noble).
“The bird was considered so (noble)
and its prowess in falconry highly
esteemed. Its name also pertains to
an era when only the nobility could
fly this species,” wrote Rishad Naoroji in his seminal volume of 2006,
Birds of Prey of the Indian Sub-continent. So courageous and reckless is
the goshawk when flown at game

NEED FOR A STRONG
NATIONAL CHARACTER

MISUSE OF THE LAW
Section 90 of the Indian Penal Code
deals with consent known to be given
under fear and misconception. There
have been concerns of the law being
misused, especially by a person
extracting revenge when a relationship fails. The law could then also
become a weapon for vendetta. Judiciary should ideally not be used to
regulate relationships, especially
when both the partners have the freedom to make their choices.
There is a section of judiciary that
believes in the same thing. In 2016, the
Bombay High Court ruled in a case
that an educated adult woman in a
consensual sexual relationship cannot allege rape when the relationship
ends.
Above all, what does a woman
stand to gain in such cases? Revenge
or marriage? Is the feeling of resentment against a man who did not keep
his commitment important enough
for a woman to stall her life and fight a
humiliating legal battle with him?
And if the man agrees to marry her,
what is the sanctity of a marriage that
is conducted under duress? Isn’t it
better for a woman to kick a cheat out
of her life and move on to explore better opportunities?
There are several apt adjectives for
men who cheat on women. However,
‘rapist’ is not one of them.

GETTY IMAGES

learnt in school. Regrettably, creativity has
taken a backseat.
Education is the spine of a nation, an ornament in its prosperity and a refuge in its adversity. Perhaps there is a long way to go before we
realise that what shapes the best in us dies
when our schooling fails to train our minds to
think and instead pursue the strategy of a “rat
race” for grades. The sad part is that every year
after the results are declared there is unfortunate news of suicide by students. The nation
loses many bright sparks, the society loses
many a promising souls and worst, and the parents lose all their hopes for no fault of theirs.
And who does actually win in the end? Just
another rat in the race.
(The writer is a Mohali-based freelance contributor)

employees. The strength of India
should lie in the critical mass of our
130 million people upholding sound
values.
We have to also inculcate a sense of
collective responsibility in our people.
We are a nation of cribbers who without doing our bit complain about
cleanliness and mock the Swachh
Abhiyan, but add to the litter ourselves. We are very conscious of our
rights, but seldom think or talk about
our duties.
How long can we go on selfishly?
Don’t we also have to share and give,
irrespective of caste, religion, colour,
gender or status? Look around and see
how low we have fallen when it comes
to ethics and mutual harmony. This
has happened because we have
ignored character building as a vital
trait of our personality.
As a nation we have to come
together to rise above our narrow
vision and interests. We must be a part
of governance and abide by the laws to
reduce pressure on enforcement.
Respect for the law should come to us
naturally, so obey traffic rules not out
of fear of challans but to avoid traffic
accidents and worry about not just
ours but others’ safety too.
Character produces responsible citizens who are assets of their country.
They create wealth, generate ideas,
and help in the prosperity and wellbeing of the nation. Men and women of
character pay their taxes honestly,
respect law and order, treat women
with dignity, salute their soldiers, and
take pride in their nation.
Once they achieve this moral high
ground, they have every right to check
their leaders for lapses, and demand
citizens’ rights. They can also exercise
right to information, and not allow the
government to take its people for
granted.
Once we create such a nation where
values are respected, people will naturally start living for a higher purpose
of life. The wealthy will contribute
more towards corporate social responsibility (CSR) and add to the wellbeing
of the nation. Nation building then will
be a shared responsibility, every citizen being inclusive.
Such a nation of people with character and courage of conviction, is bound
to be prosperous and happy.
n

ripu_d2003@yahoo.co.in

The writer is an Ambala Cantt-based
freelance contributor and convener, INTACH,
Ambala chapter.
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MC MEETING WITHOUT AGENDA
n

A trained female goshawk on kills of a Black partridge and (right) Grey partridge in Chakwal, Pakistan Punjab.
PHOTOS: KAMRAN KHAN YOUSAFZAI

birds that there are recorded cases of
the Baaz plunging heedless into
obstructions like fences and cliffs
and dying. No wonder, the Baaz is an
eternal favourite of falconers!
In 1989, the goshawk came to be
declared Punjab’s State Bird due to
its associations in Sikh history as the
Gurus’ Baaz. The irony is that while
Punjab does not have a single goshawk in its custody for public display, just across the Radcliffe line
are dozens of trained goshawks. The
late Khan was a friend of the grandfather of Kamran Khan Yousafzai, a
keeper of prize goshawks. Yousafzai
is a falconer of global repute, President of the Pakistan Falconry Association and a board member of the
International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of
Prey. Yousafzai’s grandfather would
hunt migratory duck in undivided

Punjab with a Peregrine falcon while
mounted on horseback.
Yousafzai has flown hawks and
falcons the world over but is of the
conviction that the knowledge and
understanding of raptors exhibited
by falconers of the sub-continent and
Afghanisthan is peerless. He is
engaged in historical research to
establish the rich roots of falconry in
South Asia and seeks to enlighten
people of their great heritage. He
winters in Pakistan Punjab to pursue the hunt of Black and Grey partridges in semi-agricultural terrain
similar to our Punjab.
In shikar lore, the thrill and challenge of falconry is such that a 100
partridges downed with a gun are
considered equivalent to just one
nailed by a trained goshawk! And, a
goshawk that can bring down a Chukor -- that hard flier of high altitudes

and plunging gorges -- is considered
Badshah Baaz.
“We prefer to take two goshawks
on a partridge hunt and the birds are
flushed by Pointer dogs and beaters.
I have found that the Black partridge
proves more difficult to hunt with a
goshawk because its flight is
stronger than the Grey partridge and
it runs along the ground for a longer
distance than the Grey, making it difficult for the goshawk,” Yousafzai
told this writer.
They hunt in fields which do not
use pesticides or chemical fertilisers, a principal reason for decline of
partridges in Indian Punjab. “We
ensure goshawks do not kill more
than six to 12 partridges in a day. We
come back to the same fields each
year and find partridges flourishing,” notes Yousafzai.
n

The cash-starved Municipal Corporation Chandigarh convened a meeting on April 30
without any specific agenda and wrapped up business in just an hour with councillors
making allegations and counter-allegations. Important issues of maintenance works
such as repair of dilapidated roads/road gullies, greenbelts etc which do not come under
the poll code preview, for which the residents are clamouring, were not discussed.
SK Khosla, Chandigarh

Commercial rates for HUDA units
Group Housing Societies which have
government employees and those
working in other organisations as
members were allotted plots by Haryana
Urban Development Authority, now
Haryana Shahari Vikas Pradhikaran, and
multi-storey dwelling units (flats) in
Sector 20, Panchkula. Power consumed in
each flat is aptly billed at ‘domestic rates,’
even though in all fairness power
consumed in societies to light common
areas and power lifts used by residents
should also be billed similarly and not on
commercial rates since no business or
commercial activity is involved.
Lalit Bharadwaj, Panchkula

Dismal show by PU in
THE rankings
It is shocking to know that Punjab
University failed to bag a position among
top 100 universities in the Times Higher
Education Asia University Rankings (THE)
released on Wednesday. The PU administration has to think seriously about the
flaws within the system. It seems totally
absurd for the university’s administration to think of increasing the number of
seats in various courses and hike up fees.
The placement record is poor and
students after paying more money are
bound to get frustrated if they don’t get
jobs after getting their degrees.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

vswild1@gmail.com
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Mohali secure points
for 1st innings lead
U-19 SUPER LEAGUE Mohali take first innings lead to secure three points
against hosts Chandigarh; Patiala trounce Bathinda by innings and 24 runs
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Mohali secured a
first innings lead of 65 runs to
gather three points against
hosts Chandigarh in a drawn
match of Punjab State inter-district U-19 super league at DAV
Senior Secondary School, Sector 8, on Saturday.
Chasing Chandigarh’s first
innings score of 172, Mohali
made 237 all out in 80.1 overs.
Manav Malhotra with 72 runs
was the top scorer, while
Anshul Choudhary scored 36
runs.
Vajinder Singh with 46 runs
was the other notable run-getter
for Mohali. Gursukhan (4 for
53), Raj Angad (3 for 75), Arbab
(2 for 32) were main wicket-takers for Chandigarh.
Chandigarh, in their second
innings, were 178 for the loss of
four wickets in 37 overs. Ishan
Goyal made 96 runs and was the
highest run-getter for Chandigarh.
Anshul Chaudhary (2 for 18)
was the successful bowler for
Mohali when the stumps were
drawn.

LUDHIANA DRAW
WITH ROPAR
In their second match Ludhiana
got first innings lead against
Ropar and garnered three
points while Ropar got one.
Replying to Ludhiana’s first
innings total of 326 for 9, Ropar
were bowled out for 131.
Opener Saksham Gupta was
the highest run-getter with 56
runs inclusive of six boundaries. Kanishak (4 for 32), Manjot
(3 for 32), Jaish Jain (2 for 25)
were the successful bowlers for
Ludhiana.
Following-on Ropar in their
second innings were 104 for 7

n

A match of Punjab State inter-district U-19 super league between Mohali and Chandigarh in progress at
HT PHOTO
DAV Senior Secondary School, Sector 8, on Saturday.

when the match ended. Amitoj
(4 for 18) was the most successful bowler for Ludhiana.
JALANDHAR BEAT
AMRITSAR
In the fourth match played at
Gandhi ground Jalandhar
defeated hosts Amritsar by nine
wickets to garners six points.
Jalandhar scored 319 runs in
their first innings in 83.1 overs.
Replying, Amristar were
bowled out for 217 in 51 overs.
Forced to follow-on Amritsar
in their second innings
were bowled out for 152 in 48.2
overs.
Jalandhar knocked off 51 for
the loss of one-wicket in 5.4

Six CFA trainees in
U-16 national camp
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Six trainees of the

state-run Chandigarh Football
Academy have been named in the
probable list for the U-16 boys’
national camp for the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Cup to
be held later in the year.
The CFA trainees — Amandeep, Satvik Sharma, Sibajit
Singh, Johnson Singh, Taison
Singh and Pritam Meetei — have
been shortlisted during the scouting conducted in Goa by the All
India Football Federation. The
selected players will attend the
camp in Goa starting from May 8.
CFA boys’ played out two

n

Amandeep

overs to record a nine-wicket
win.
PATIALA TROUNCE
BATHINDA
Patiala defeated Bathinda by an
innings and 24 runs at Dhruv
Pandove Stadium in Patiala.
After dismissing Bathinda
for 106 runs in 33.3 overs, Patiala
went on to score 433 for 8 in 83
overs before declaring.
Fatehveer Singh and Pukhraj
singh added 214 runs for the second wicket.
Fatehveer scored 131, while
Pukhraj went on to hammer an
unbeaten double century, 201 of
249 balls with 27 boundaries and
two sixes.

Abir kohli (5 for 171) was the
successful bowler for Bathinda.
Bathinda, in their second
innings, scored 303 in 65 overs.
Raman Verma 46 of 47 balls with
11 boundaries and Abhishek
Singh 97 of 88 balls with 14
boundaries and five sixes were
the notable run getters for
Bathinda.
Shiv Kumar 67 of 63 balls with
15 boundaries also came good
with the bat for Bathinda.
For Patiala, the bowling honours were shared by Harjeet
Singh (5 for 84), Aryaman Dhaliwal (3 for 89) and Haren Goel (2
for 29).
Patiala got seven points for
win and Bathinda got zero.

ROUNDUP

KRISHAN BAGS
DOUBLES TITLE
HT Correspondent
n

trainee of Chandigarh Academy
for Rural Tennis (CHART) and
Boopathy Sakthivel won the
doubles title of ITF Juniors
(Grade-5) tennis tournament at
Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Saturday.
Hooda of at Chandigarh Lawn
Tennis Association is supported
by Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India Private Limited.
The Indian pair got walkover
from Olaf Pieczkowski of Poland
and Brandon Suryana of Indonesia in the doubles final.
Earlier in the doubles semifinal, third seed Krishan and
Boopathy overpowered Chinese
duo of Hao Duan and Guanglin
Wen 4-1,4-2, to book their berth in
the final. While, in the second
semifinal tie, the first runner’s
up, Olaf-Brandon got walkover
from Haoyuan Huang of China
and Hayden Khoo Menon of
Malaysia. Krishan Hooda lost to
Haoyuan Huang of China 0-6, 4-6,
in the singles quarterfinal.
STRIKER, NFC
ENTER FINAL
CHANDIGARH : Striker blanked
CCC 10-0,while NFC managed to
outshine St Anne’s 9-7 in a close
affair to book their berth in the
final in girls’ category in the 33rd
junior boys and girls softball
state championship held at
SGGSC, Sector 26, on Saturday.
CCA NAMES
SENIOR TEAM
CHANDIGARH : The Chandigarh
Cricket Association affiliated to
Punjab Cricket Association
announced its senior team for
the Katoch Shield starting from
May 20. The selected players will
have to report at Guru Nanak
Public School, Sector 36, Chandigarh, at 3:30pm on May 6.
The names are: Manan,
Shivam, Gaurav Puri, Jaskaran
Singh Sohi, Arjit Singh, Talwinder Singh, Bhagminder ,
Arpit, Karan Azad, Jagjit, Arshdeep, Mandeep, Anirudh, Nipun
Pandita, Raman Bishnoi, Jagmeet Singh and Sunny Singh.

Sibajit Singh

n

Matches in progress during the U-17 open and girls category in the Chandigarh U-17, U-11 and U-7 open
and girls Chess Championship at New Public School, Sector 18, on Saturday.
HT PHOTO

Pratyaksh tied in lead
with six others in U-17
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Pratyaksh Goel

along with Aryan Arora, Bhavya
Batra, Vedant Joshi, Rudra Jai
Singh and Anmol Rattan were
tied at two points each after two
rounds in U-17 open and girls category in the Chandigarh U-17,
U-11 and U-7 open and girls
Chess Championship at New
Public School, Sector 18, on Saturday.
The championship is being
organised by Chandigarh Chess
Association and a total of 75 boys
and girls are participating. Two
players in each category will be
selected to represent Chandigarh at the nationals.
In the U-11 open category
Amey Goyal, Swastik Singhal ,
Aaditya Singla, Raghav Goklaney and Atharv were tied at
two points each at the end of two
rounds.
Parmanyu, Aadity Bhargav,
Harshit Medhi and Arnav Goyal

LEADERBOARD (AFTER 2ND ROUND)
U-17 Open and Girls: 2 points:
Goel Pratyaksh, Aryan Arora,
Bhavya Batra, Vedant Joshi, Rudra
Jai Singh, Anmol Rattan; 1.5
points: Shaurya Chopra, Ishaan
Narang; 1 point: Aditya Sharma,
Raghav Mahajan, Shivansh Garg,
Manav Gupta, Kritish Latawa,
Hriday Malik, Aaryan Goklaney,
Armaan Sharma, Ashna Bansal,
Ayushman Bhatt, Bhuvi Prabhakar, Saksham Rao, Samaira
Taneja
U-11 open: 2 points: Amey Goyal,
Swastik Singhal, Aaditya Singla,
Raghav Goklaney, Atharv; 1.5
points: Parmanyu, Aadity Bhar-

were tied at 1.5 points each.
In the girls U-11 category,
Shirin Bhattacharyya was
in lead with two points in her
kitty.
In U-7 open and girls category,
Siddharth Bhargav and

gav, Harshit Medhi, Arnav Goyal; 1
point: Aadil Bansal, Bhavaya
Mahajan, Vedant Garg, Yugjot
Singh, Akshun Punchhi, Derek
Sachdeva, Ekaaksha Negi, Jasnam
Arora, Shayan Kapoor, Advit
Agarwal, Daksh Mohindroo;
U-11 girls: 2 points: Shirin Bhattacharyya; 1.5 points: Amaira
Kahlon, Precious Bansal; 1 point:
Prisha;
U-7 open and girls: 3 points:
Siddharth Bhargav, Dilshaan Gill, 2
points: Arav Uppal, Anuj Bhatt,
Sahaj Singh, Hridhaan, Araina; 1.5
points: Vaishnavi Donthi, Niyati
Mahajan.

Dilshaan Gill were leading with
three points.
Arav Uppal, Anuj Bhatt, Sahaj
Singh, Hridhaan, Araina were
tied at two points each. Vaishnavi Donthi and Niyati Mahajan
were tied at 1.5 points.

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS GEAR UP TO TAKE ON KINGS ON THEIR TURF

draws against the India U-16
probables in the two practice
matches held at Madgaon football
stadium in Goa last month.
In the first match played on
April 15, CFA was leading 1-0 till
the 80th minute before the Indian
U-16 team drew level. The second
match also saw a tough fight and
ended in a 1-1 draw. Based on the
showing in the two matches, the
AIFF have selected six players
from the Chandigarh academy.
“It is a great honour for the
academy that six of our trainees
have been named in the national
camp. I am sure that all six will
make it to the final squad for the
AFC Cup,” said CFA coach Harjinder Singh.

n

Satvik Sharma

n

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Krishan Hooda, a

n

Johnson Singh

(Clockwise from top) Imran
Tahir, Shane Watson, Faf Du
Plessis, Mitchell Santner and
Harbhajan Singh during
Chennai Super Kings practice
session ahead of their match
against Kings XI Punjab at PCA
Stadium on Saturday. The
Sunday’s match starts at 4pm.
PHOTOS: RAVI KUMAR/HT

n

Taison Singh

n

Pritam Meetei

Ajeetesh best Indian
at tied 39 in China
SHENZHEN(CHINA):Khalin Joshi had

a steep fall in the third round after
he shot six-over 78 to slip from
T-23 to T-65 in the Volvo China
Open on Saturday. Meanwhile,
SSP Chawrasia (72) was T-59, but
the best Indian was Ajeetesh Sandhu (69) at T-39 after 54 holes.
France’s Benjamin Hebert
stunned the crowd with a sparkling eight-under-par 64 to snatch
the third round lead, taking along
a three-shot cushion into the final
round.
Finland’s Mikko Korhonen
and Spain’s Jorge Campillio took
advantage of China’s Wu Ashun’s

slip-up by posting rounds of 65
and 68 respectively to share second place with their three-day
total of 202 at the Genzon Golf
Club.Wu was left to rue four
costly bogeys which saw him lose
his grip on his overnight lead as
he slipped to fourth place, four
shots back of Hebert with a 72.
Philippines’ Miguel and Thailand’s Tirawat meanwhile
returned with matching 65s to
give themselves an outside
chance of winning as they are
eight shots back of Hebert, in a
share of 14th place together with
seven other players.
PTI
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CITY GIRL IN FINALS OF TABLE TENNIS TOURNEY

shortstories
MAKING THEM
SING THEIR WAY TO
POLLING BOOTHS
LUDHIANA: To encourage people
to come forward to vote in large
numbers during the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections, a voter awareness song has been released by
the district administration under
the SVEEP programme. This song,
performed by computer teacher
Balwant Singh, was released by
special general observer Raghav
Chandra at a function held at the
Circuit House on Saturday. ››P3

Orders to release 4
undertrials issued
LUDHIANA : The District Legal
Services Authority organised a
camp court in the premises of the
Central jail, Tajpur Road, here on
Saturday. The release orders of
four undertrials of minor criminal
offences were issued after the
completion of the legal formalities during the camp.
››P3

debate of
the week
POLITICAL RALLIES

HOW SHOULD
AUTHORITIES
DEAL WITH IT?
As Ludhiana gears up for
polls, the city residents
should also brace themselves
to face traffic jams as the
candidates take out roadshows which often lead to
choking of the roads. What
steps should the authorities
take to avoid jams during
extensive campaigning by
party leaders?
Share your views with
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by May 5.
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LUDHIANA : A static surveillance
LUDHIANA:Municipal corporation
(MC) officials on Saturday
seized a pick-up auto carrying
“NaMo” merchandise in
Shimlapuri.
Scores of T-shirts, pens, caps,
wristbands, key rings, coffee
mugs, badges and stationery
items bearing pictures of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were
seized and handed over to the
police. The driver of the vehicle
managed to flee after abandoning it.
Similar mobile stores, called
“NaMo rath” , were flagged off by
the BJP across the country in
March before imposition of the
model code of conduct.
Rohit Sahota, superintendent,
MC Zone C, said they received
information that a man was selling articles bearing pictures of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Shimlapuri, which fell
under the Ludhiana South
constituency.
“As this is sheer violation of
the model code of conduct, an MC
team reached the spot and found
a man selling the articles among
the public. The team immediately seized the vehicle and
material, and handed them over
to the Division Number 6 police.
However, the vehicle driver
managed to flee,” Sahota said.
Inspector Amarjit Singh, station house officer (SHO), Division Number 6 station, said a
case under Section 171-H of the
Representation of People Act,

n

An unidentified man was selling T-shirts, pens, caps, wristbands, key rings, coffee mugs, badges and
HT PHOTO
stationery items bearing pictures of Prime Minister Narendra Modi from the vehicle.

1951, had been registered against
the unidentified accused.
Police have launched a manhunt to arrest the accused.
The SHO said the accused was
selling the products as “NaMo”
merchandise. The vehicle had a
message on it that the amount
collected by selling the merchandise will be donated for cleaning
of the Ganga.
When contacted, Jatinder
Mittal, district president, Bhar-

atiya Janata Party (BJP), said
they had nothing to do with the
vehicle or the material, and were
not aware about the incident.
TWO MORE CASES
LODGED
Meanwhile, the Shimlapuri
Police have booked unidentified
accused in two separate cases for
pasting pictures of Congress and
Lok Insaaf Party candidates in
Chet Singh Nagar.

Station superintendent Ashok
Salaria said, “The flag was removed after its borders got torn
in the wind. We have ordered a
new flag, but I can’t stay when it
will be hoisted.”
During an inspection on Friday,
divisional railway manager Rajesh
Agrawal had noticed the flag
missing and pulled up the local
authorities to replace the torn
one at the earliest. “All A1 category stations need to have the
Tricolour on their premises,” he
added.
ATISH SHARMA

Authorities have failed to replace the 100-foot-tall national flag at the Ludhiana Railway station after
GURPREET SINGH/HT
it was damaged by high-velocity winds and rain last week.

solved 12 cases of snatching with
the arrest of three men.
The accused have been identified as Karan Singh and Pardeep
Kumar, both residents of Basant
Nagar, Shimlapuri, and Ashish
Kumar of Mahadev Nagar,
Lohara.
ASI Ranjit Singh of CIA Staff-1,
said Karan and Pradeep were
arrested from a checkpost at Partap Chowk. A total of six mobile
phones and a motorcycle were
recovered from their possession.
The ASI said during questioning,
the accused revealed that they
targeted labourers and women,
and handed over the snatched
phones to Ashish for sale. Following their disclosure, Ashish was
arrested from Lohara Canal
bridge, and three mobile phones
were recovered from him. HTC

The cases were registered following complaints by members
of flying squads from the election
office.
Officials said the posters of
LIP candidate Simarjeet Singh
Bains and Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu were
pasted on walls without permission, in violation of the poll code.
The cases were lodged under
Section 127-A of the Representation of People Act, 1951.

MC survey on to
catch residents
dumping garbage
in the open

n
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The Tricolour, measuring 30 x 20
feet, was hoisted by the railway
staff on March 4, 2019, and
instantly became an attraction for
the passengers visiting the
station.

LUDHIANA : Police claim to have
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HEROIN
Sans fire tender,
Vehicle with NaMo merchandise 1KG
SEIZED IN
Mullanpur at the
KHANNA,
TWO
seized in Shimlapuri, driver flees DELHI MEN HELD mercy of other towns
POLL CODE VIOLATION Local BJP chief expresses ignorance; police register case

LUDHIANA: Over a week after
rain and high-speed winds
damaged the 100-foot-tall
national flag at the Ludhiana
railway station, authorities have
yet to reinstate it.

Three snatchers
land in police net

7:07pm
5:39am

FACE TO FACE: ‘CLEANING BUDDHA NULLAH GOVT’S PRIORITY’

WHERE’S THE FLAG?

n

Sunset on Sunday
Sunrise on Monday

team of the Khanna police
arrested two men with 1kg heroin at Libra village on National
Highway-1 on Friday night.
The accused were identified
as Gajinder Gautam of Nanda
Road, Adarsh Nagar, Delhi, and
Jacob of Chanakya Palace,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi.
Khanna senior superintendent of police (SSP) Gursharandeep Singh said a police team,
deployed at a checkpoint at
Libra village, signalled a Maruti
Wagon R coming from Khanna
side to stop.
However, on spotting the
cops, the car driver tried to
speed away.
But the police managed to
intercept the car, and on searching it, recovered 1kg heroin. The
car was impounded.
The SSP said Jacob belonged
to Mizoram and was settled in
Delhi. He told the police that he
was going to Moga to deliver the
drug consignment.
Claiming innocence, Gajinder said Jacob had hired his
taxi for Moga, and he did not
know that he was carrying heroin. The SSP said they were
investigating Gajinder’s role in
the case.
A case under Sections
21/25/61/85 of the Narcotics,
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act has been
registered against the accused
at the Sadar police station,
Khanna.
The police are questioning
them to know the source and
destination of the drug, the
SSP said.

LUDHIANA:The tragic death of Harnek Singh, a former sarpanch of
Hissowal village, who was burnt
alive after his car caught fire near
Rakba village on the MullanpurRaikot road on April 27, has
exposed the shoddy fire-fighting
infrastructure of the Mullanpur
Municipal Council (MC).
Housing over 21,000 people,
Mullanpur has not a single fire
brigade, leaving residents at the
mercy of the fire wings of Halwara, Jagraon and Ludhiana,
which are at least 20km away
from the town.
Locals said as Harnek’s vehicle caught fire, they started putting in efforts to douse the flames
using water and sand, as they
were aware that the fire brigade
will take time to arrive. However,
their efforts went in vain as Harnek could not escape the burning
car and was charred to death.
Amarjit Singh, a local, said
seven villages fell in the limits of
the Mullanpur MC, with most of
the population relying on agricul-

n

ture for a living. With the heat
wave intensifying and the wheat
crop ready for harvest, farmers
are anxious of the crop catching
fire anytime. If a fire was to break
out, hundreds of acres of wheat
crop could be reduced to ashes
before a fire brigade arrives.
The fact that a fire tender from
Ludhiana will have to take the
Ferozepur Road to reach Mullanpur, criss-crossing through traffic snarls, can further compound
the damage. Telu Ram Bansal,
president, Mullanpur MC, said
they were dependent on Halwara,
Jagraon and Ludhiana for fire
brigade as they had none. He said
as the crop was ready for cultivation, at least two fire brigades
should be stationed in Mullanpur
at all times. “There is space to station two fire tenders in the Mandi
Board building,” he added.
Bhupinder Singh, assistant
divisional fire officer, Ludhiana,
said they could reach Mullanpur
in no time in case of any emergency. In 2012, 12 acres of wheat
crop was gutted in Baddowal near
Mullanpur before the fire tenders
arrived.

A former sarpanch of Hissowal village was charred to death in his
burning car before a fire tender could arrive on April 27. HT FILE PHOTO
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LUDHIANA:Taking note of dumping

of waste in the open, the municipal corporation (MC) is conducting a door-to-door survey to
ascertain each household’s
method of garbage disposal.
Under the survey, MC teams
are asking residents to list the
names and phone numbers of
garbage collectors, who pick up
waste from their houses.
MC secretary Jasdev Sekhon
said challans will be issued to any
resident found not handing over
garbage to waste collectors. So
far, survey has been conducted
for 50% households in Zone B and
C of MC.
The teams had also been told to
mention the land use of each
building, such as residential,
commercial and industrial,
Sekhon said.

W O M E N ’ S F O O T B A L L L E A G U E K I C K S O F F T O D AY

Of 216 players, just one from Punjab
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Among the 216 football

players set to participate in the
third edition of the Indian
Women’s League here, just one
is from Punjab. Besides, none of
the 12 football clubs are from
the state.
The league will get underway
at the Guru Nanak Stadium on
Sunday when defending champion Rising Student’s Club takes
on Gokulam Kerala FC.
The teams have been divided
into two groups. Group 1 consists of Rising Student’s Club,
Gokulam Kerala FC, FC Alakhpura, Hans Women Football
Club, Central SSB Women Football Club and Panjim Footballers. Group 2 comprises Mani-

TWO MATCHES
EVERY DAY
Sharing information about
the league, Harjinder said all
12 teams will play five
matches each. All matches will
be held in Ludhiana. The
stadium will host two
matches everyday at 8am and
4pm. The finals will be played
on May 22.

pur Police, Sethu FC, Bangalore
United FC, SAI-STC Cuttack, FC
Kolhapur City, and Baroda
Football Academy. Each club
has 18 members, of which 11 will
take the field.
Addressing the media here on
Saturday, officials of the Punjab

Football Association said there
were still taboos within Punjab
regarding girls taking up sports
like football.
“Families rarely allow girl to
opt for this game. But, we are
putting in efforts to generate
awareness, and organising such
events here to encourage girls,”
said Harjinder Singh, general
secretary, Punjab Football
Association.
He said, “Manisha is one of
our own, from Hoshiarpur. It’s
because of her performances
with the junior and senior
national teams that she has now
got a contract with Gokulam
Kerala FC.”
Having shown her mettle
with the under-19 side in the
AFC U-19 Women’s Championship Qualifiers last year,

17-year-old Manisha was
recently picked up for the
national squad by head coach
Maymol Rocky.
“The association is working
to gradually improve the level of
football in Punjab. It is unfortunate that not a single nationallevel referee is from the state.
Apart from this, the number of
female coaches is also few and
far between,” Harjinder said.
Ranbir Singh, secretary, Ludhiana District Football Association, said the Punjab sports
department was running a football centre at the Guru Nanak
Stadium, but there was no
coach.
“We will coordinate with the
education department to
encourage more children to
take up football,” he said.
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Ishreen Rajpal from Ludhiana
enters finals of TT tourney

BASEBALL MEET

SPORTING SPIRIT 13-year-old tried her luck in women’s category also, but could
not make it to the semi-finals of the championship being organised at Shastri Hall

LUDHIANA: On the first day of sev-

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: 13-year-old city girl,

Ishreen Rajpal, entered into
finals of third Manna Singh
Memorial Open Punjab Table
Tennis Championship being
played at Shastri Badminton
Hall of Guru Nanak Stadium,
here on Saturday.
Ishreen defeated Kashika of
Jalandhar 11-9, 11-7 and 11-9 in
the semi-finals of sub-junior category. She had earlier clinched
victory over Rishita of Jalandhar 11-8, 11-7 and 11-5 in the
quarter finals match.
Ishreen tried her luck in the
women’s category also. She
reached the quarterfinals after
defeating Kirti of Mohali but
couldn’t make it to semi-finals
as she lost to Deevanshi of Chandigarh 11-9, 8-11, 11-7 and 11-8.
A Class 9 student of DAV Public School, BRS Nagar, Rajpal
has been playing table tennis for
past two and half years. She
started the sport after getting
inspired from her father Harjinder Singh who is also a table tennis player and had won a gold in
South Asian Games held at Sri
Lanka last year. Rajpal said she
wanted to pursue law but had
interest in sports too. Last year,
she represented the state in the
national table tennis tournament held in Sonepat, Haryana,

n

Ishreen Rajpal in action against Kirti of Mohali during a match under the third Manna Singh Memorial
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Table Tennis Championship at Shastri Hall, in Ludhiana on Saturday.

400 PLAYERS FROM DIFFERENT DISTRICTS OF
PUNJAB, JAMMU AND HARYANA, HARYANA,
DELHI, HIMACHAL PRADESH AND CHANDIGARH
ARE TAKING PART IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP
under sub-junior category.
On the second day of the
championship, matches were
played under sub-junior, junior
and women’s categories.
In the quarterfinals of sub-

junior girls, Aishveer of Ludhiana beat Parneet of Mohali 11-8,
11-7, 11-6; Kirti of Mohali beat
Bhoomi of Jalandhar 11-7, 11-9,
8-11, 11-7; Kashika of Jalandhar
beat Tanisha of Mohali 11-9, 11-7

and 11-8.
MEET ON TILL MAY 5
In the quarter finals of sub-junior boys, Agamveer of Jalandhar beat Dayal of Jalandhar
11-5, 11-7 and 11-8; Akhilesh of
Jalandhar beat Aarush of Jalandhar 11-8, 11-7 and 11-9; and
Sagar Ravat of Mohali beat
Harkirat of Chandigarh 11-6,
11-8 and 11-7.The championship
that will conclude on May 5.

GILL VILLAGE,
SHERPUR GIRLS
ENTER FINALS
enth Sub-Junior District Baseball Championship, girls teams of
Government Girls Senior Secondary (GGSS) School, Gill village, and Government High
School of Sherpur, secured berth
in finals which will be played on
Sunday.
At least eight teams of girls and
14 teams of boys are taking part in
the championship which was
inaugurated at Guru Nanak
International Public School,
Model Town, by principal Gurmant Kaur Gill. The championship is being organised by Ludhiana Baseball Association.
GGSS School, Gill village,
defeated Khalsa Baseball Club
2-0; BCM Senior Secondary
School, Focal Point, won over GN
Baseball Club 1-0; Government
High School, Sherpur, won over
Gill School Baseball Club 8-2; and
Ryan International School,
Chandigarh Road, defeated Government Senior Secondary
School, Kasabad, 13-0. In the first
semi-finals match, Government
High School, Sherpur, won over
BCM, Focal Point, 9-6 and in the
second semi-finals, Government
Girls Senior Secondary School,
Gill village, defeated Ryan International School 11-1. In the match
for third position, Ryan girls won
over BCM 1-0. Two matches were
played in the boys category in
which Guru Nanak Model Senior
Secondary School, Dholewal,
defeated RS Model Club 9-0 and
RS Model School defeated Guru
Nanak International 5-2. HTC

n

Students performing during the science fest organised at Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha Nagar, in
HT PHOTO
Ludhiana on Saturday.

550 students participate
in science fest at GNPS
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : As many as 550 stu-

dents from 32 schools participated in “Science Fest-2019”
held at Guru Nanak Public
School (GNPS), Sarabha Nagar,
on Saturday.
The fest was organised to
commemorate the birth
anniversary of GNPS founder
secretary Jagat Singh, and
mark the International Year of
Indigenous Languages and the
International Year of the
Periodic Table of Chemical
Elements.

Chief guest Surinder Singh,
general secretary, GNPS managing committee, inaugurated
the event by lighting a lamp.
Principal Parvinder Kaur
addressed the gathering and
underlined the importance of
preserving indigenous languages for development, reconciliation and peace.
The events held on the occasion included a PowerPoint presentation on the periodic table
of elements, graffiti, quiz, poster-making and photography
competitions.
A Punjabi folk song competition and choreographic presen-

tations were also organised.
THE WINNERS
Jesus Sacred Heart School won
the PowerPoint competition,
Baba Isher Singh Public School
the quiz competition, Delhi Public School the graffiti competition, Ryan International School
the poster-making competition,
Green Land Senior Secondary
School the Punjabi folk song
competition, BCM Senior Secondary School of Basant Avenue the shutterbug competition
and Guru Nanak International
Public School won the choreography competition.

schoolnotes

n

Students of GMT Senior Secondary Public School, Jalandhar Bypass, taking part in an activity
HT PHOTO
on the use of cement, in Ludhiana on Saturday.

n

An annual fair underway at Guru Nanak Public School, Birmi,
HT PHOTO
in Ludhiana on Saturday.

GRADUATION
CEREMONY
AT GREEN LAND

ON SUNDAY
TO BOOK YOUR AD SIMPLY CALL >>

EMPLOYMENT
MALWA CENTRAL College of
Education for Women, Civil Lines,
Ludhiana Applications are invited
for the post of Assistant Professors
in Education (Ad-hoc basis) Psychology, Philosophy, Fine Arts
and Performing Arts (Music/ Dance/
Theatre). Teaching of Punjabi,
English, Hindi, Social Sciences,
Science, Mathematics, Computer
Education and Librarian as per the
qualifications approved by Panjab
University/ NCTE. Apply with full
bio-data to undersigned by
15.5.2019 and attend interview on
25.05.2019 at 9 a.m. Ph. 01612410920. Principal.

REQUIRED PROFICIENT IELTS
tutor and immigration counselor,
professional in approach and well
versed in the domain, salary
30,000/- plus p.m, Apply in
confidence with your updated
resume at india@vlgconnect.com or
call 0161-4661065, 4663434,
4660834.

INDEPENDENT YOUNG
Beautiful Girls, Personal Assistants
freshers + Unmarried + PG Residents
preferred. Salary 20,000, Whatsapp62837-04354.

0161-5025898
EMPLOYMENT

REQUIRED MALE or Female
Office Executive, Office Manager,
Marketing Manager with good
speaking skills. Walk - in - interview
11 AM to 5 PM At ZENTRUM, 30,
Street 5, Preet Vihar, Hambran
Road, Near G.K Dairy, Ludhiana.
70876-84444.

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT : DEEPAK KAUSHAL - 98764-48829

EDUCATION
LEARN COREL Draw Adobe
Photoshop Graphic Designing. Pls
Call: 98725-25231.

TOLET
INDEPENDENT FIRST Floor, Two

BUSINESS
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY!
Wanted Financially sound partners,
established branded hospital,
Ludhiana, Good returns, Dr Sofat,
98140-26488.

MEDICAL
SEXUAL DYSFUNCTION ?
Hormone, Vacuum, Vibrator,
Shockwave, Sex Therapy, Old Sofat
Clinic, Ludhiana- 79737-12857, Fees55000.

DETECTIVE
STAR DETECTIVES, Whatsapp88724-38091, Secret Investigations
Solutions Matrimonial ? Court
Proofs ? Fraud ? Crimes ?
Surveillance ? Disputes ? Missing ?

Bed with Drawing Room Set, Two
Baths Terrace Wood Work, 81-D,
Kitchlu Nagar, Ludhiana 9877422674.

PAYING GUEST
SEPARATE AND shared PG
Accommodation for Girls/ Boys
(Student/ working) available in very
reasonable price at Pakhowal Road,
Ludhiana 9855370088.

LUDHIANA : A graduation
ceremony for the kindergarten
sections was held at Green Land
Senior Secondary Public School,
Jalandhar Bypass, on Saturday.
Students wore gowns and caps on
the occasion. Chairman of the
chain of Green Land schools,
Rajesh Rudhra, was the chief guest
on the occasion. Pandher appreciated the efforts put in by the staff
and students for making the event
a memorable one.

World Laughter Day
at MGM Public School
LUDHIANA: MGM Public School
organised a special assembly on
Saturday to mark World Laughter
Day. The aim of the event was to
spread the message of happiness
among the students. The celebrations began with a talk on the
significance of the day. Students
participated in a laughter therapy
session. Principal Poonam Sharma
advised the students to relieve
their stress through laughter.

Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School holds contests
LUDHIANA: Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School held a summer modelling
contest for the junior wing
students and a badminton
competition for the senior wing
students on Saturday. Students
of the junior wing walked on the
stage in their summer dresses. In
the badminton competition, girls
of Shastri House and Nehru
House boys won, while girls of
Nehru House and boys of Gandhi
House stood second. The school
principal lauded the efforts of
the students for their active
participation.

GMT Public School
students design sculptures
LUDHIANA : The kindergarten wing
of GMT Public School, Jalandhar
Bypass, performed an activity “I
Can Create” on Saturday. The aim
of the activity was to encourage
creative ideas among the students. The resource person and art
teachers, Gundeep and Ekta,
helped the students create
different sculptures with the help
of cement. Students of Class 8
brought used objects and recycled
them using cement.

Delhi Convent students to
participate in martial arts
LUDHIANA: Two students of Delhi
Convent School, Mundi Jamal, got
selected in the Martial Art Games
to be held in Malaysia from May 27
to July 16. The students participated in the Indo-Nepal Unifight
Championship and achieved the
overall trophy. Principal Namrata

n

Kindergarten students during their graduation ceremony at Green Land Senior Secondary Public School, Jalandhar Bypass, in
HT PHOTO
Ludhiana on Saturday.

Bhalla said that out of all the
participants, two students,
namely Parampreet Singh from
Class 7 and Harpreet singh from
Class 8, were selected for the
Martial Arts Games. Chairman
Baljit Singh and principal Namrata
Bhalla said that all students
should take inspiration from their
coaches Amandeep Singh, Rajiv
Walia, Balwinder Singh Bains,
Sahil Arora and Amandeep.

Lecture on traffic rules
at DAV Public School
LUDHIANA: DAV Public School,
BRS Nagar, organised a lecture on
traffic rules for the students and
the drivers of the school on
Saturday. The activity aimed to
make them aware about various
rules to be followed in order to
avoid accidents on roads.
About 1,000 students and 125
drivers and attendants of the
school transport attended the
session. The resource person on
the occasion was constable
Gurpreet Singh who apprised the
participants of the hazards of
speeding, drunken driving and
jumping traffic lights.

Annual fair held at Guru
Nanak Public School
LUDHIANA : An annual fair was
held at Guru Nanak Public School,
Birmi, on Saturday. The fair was
held to commemorate the birth
anniversary of the school’s
founder-cum-general secretary
S Jagat Singh. President of the
school committee, S Jasbir Singh
Ryait, was present on the
occasion. The event began with
shabad-recitation. Students
presented a pantomime on the
wastage of water and sensitised

all to save water. A Punjabi play
‘Paani De Rang’ was staged to
represent water crisis. A speech
on ‘Artificial Intelligence’ was
delivered by the staff members
of the school.

Orientation programme
at BCM Basant Avenue
LUDHIANA : An orientation
programme for the parents of the
students of Class 9 was held on
Saturday. It was conducted by the
coordinator Dinesh Kumar Sharma
and the school counsellor,
Charanjeet Kalra. The parents
were apprised of the school
rules. Kalra spoke on developing
good study habits among
children. The parents, in turn,
promised to create a conducive
environment for the growth of
their wards.

CBSE CLASS 12
RESULTS
Guru Nanak Public School
LUDHIANA : As many as 35
students secured above 90%
marks in the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) Class
12 examination results declared on
Thursday. Harneet Kaur secured
96.2% in the non- medical stream,
Rajbir Singh secured 97.4% in the
commerce stream, Sukhleen Kaur
Uppal secured 93.6% in the
medical stream and Harleen Kaur
secured 91.6% in the humanities
stream.

Green Grove Public School
LUDHIANA: Students of Green
Grove Public School, Mohanpur,
Khanna, brought laurels to the
school by delivering excellent

results in the Class 12 CBSE
results declared on Thursday.
Manmeet kaur stood first in the
commerce stream by securing 97%
and Simranjeet kaur stood first in
the non-medical stream. Other
students who secured above 90%
were congratulated by president
JPS Jolly, chairperson
Satinderjeet Kaur Jolly and
principal Suzy George.

BCM Senior Secondary
School, Basant City
LUDHIANA : Students of BCM
Senior Secondary School, Basant
City, bagged accolades in the
CBSE Class 12 results. Damanpreet
Kaur from the science stream
stood first with 95.4%, Priya
Dashmana from humanities
stream stood second by scoring
95.2%, Vasu Kalra from the
commerce stream bagged the
third place with 95%.
Principal of the school, JP Singh,
congratulated all the students
for their results.

Sacred Soul Convent
Senior Secondary School
LUDHIANA: Students of Sacred
Soul Convent Senior Secondary
School, Dugri, delivered excellent
results in the Class 12 CBSE exams.
Manvi Saini of commerce stream
stood first in the school by
securing 96.2% followed by
Simranjot Kaur who stood second
with 91.2%. Mehakdeep Kaur
from the humanities stream
bagged third position by securing
83.6%. Chairman Gurmail Singh
Gill, director Sukhdeep Gill and
principal Navjot Takkar
congratulated the students
for their results.

DRV DAV Centenary
Public School
LUDHIANA: Students of DRV DAV
Centenary Public School, Phillaur,
brought laurels to the school in
the Class 12 CBSE results. Navneet
Kaur from medical stream secured
97%, Sahaj Malhotra from
non-medical stream stood second
with 96.8% and Simranjit Kaur
from medical stream bagged
third position with 96.2% marks.
As many as 30 students scored
more than 90%, 81 scored more
than 80% and 96 bagged more
than 70% marks.

Sacred Soul Convent
Senior Secondary School
LUDHIANA: Students of Sacred
Soul Convent Senior Secondary
School, Dhandra Road, excelled
in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Manvi Saini from the commerce
stream stood first after scoring
96.2%, Simranjot Kaur stood
second with 91.2 % and Mehakdeep Kaur from humanities stream
bagged the third position with
83.6% marks. Principal of the
school, Navjot Takkar,
congratulated the students for
their results.

Alpine International
Senior Secondary School
LUDHIANA: Students of Class 12 of
Alpine International Senior
Secondary School brought brilliant
results in the Class 12 CBSE examinations. Out of the 98 students
who took the exam, 10 scored 90%
and above across all the streams.
Uday Singla from science stream
stood first in the school by
securing 97%. Lydia, Jasmine and
Sejal Garg stood second by
scoring 93% marks.
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‘Cleaning Buddha Nullah govt’s priority’ Making them
facetoface

pany as he also protested
against the toll plaza in the
past.

RAVNEET SINGH BITTU, CONG CANDIDATE
Harsimran Singh Batra
n

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Contesting the Lok
Sabha polls for the third time,
second time from Ludhiana,
member of Parliament Ravneet Singh Bittu is confident of
making it again. Having won
the 2014 elections by a margin
of just 19,709 votes, Bittu’s fiveterm was mired amid allegations of him being inaccessible,
and playing the emotional card
of his grandfather and former
Punjab chief minister Beant
Singh’s sacrifice for the state’s
peace and harmony. With just
two weeks left for polling on
May 19, Hindustan Times
talks to Bittu about his future
aspirations.

Why should people of Ludhiana
vote for you for the second time?
I have performed my duties as
MP exceedingly well as I raised
maximum issues through my
questions (total 486) in comparison to other MPs from Punjab.
Also I spent the entire ₹25 crore
allotted to me under MPLADS
on infrastructure, sports and
education. I worked as a bridge
between the state government
and residents of Ludhiana for
taking up development works
in the city. Different projects
worth crores, including an
exhibition centre for the industry and two government colleges, were announced during

While Buddha nullah continues
to remain polluted, Jagraon
bridge is still incomplete?
The state government has
already announced around
₹1,000 crore to clean the Buddha Nullah. Tata company,
which evinced interest in the
project, has also been told to
prepare a detailed project
report. Cleaning the nullah
remains the state government’s priority. As far as the
Jagraon bridge project is concerned, its completion has
been deliberately delayed by
the BJP government at the
Centre, as the project is being
taken up by the railways,
which is controlled by the central government. The project
has been delayed so that the
Congress cannot take credit for
it. However, it should be completed by June.

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :The District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) organised a camp court in the premises of the Central jail, Tajpur
Road, here on Saturday.
The release orders of four
undertrials of minor criminal
offences were issued after the
completion of the legal formalities during the camp. A total of
eight cases were put up in the
camp court, out of which four
were disposed of on the spot.
The undertrials, whose
release orders were issued,
assured the CJM-cum-secretary, DLASA, Ashish Abrol,
that they would not indulge in
any criminal activity in the
future. Abrol said that if any

n

Ravneet Singh Bittu won the 2014 election by a margin of 19,709 votes. He is confident of returning to
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
the Parliament due to his performance.

Your opponents are making most
of the factionalism in the Ludhiana District Congress. Will it
affect your results?

MLA Rakesh Pandey
demanded ticket from Ludhiana seat, which was seen as a
resentment, but everyone has
a right to ask for the party
ticket. But now, Pandey is campaigning for me by organising
election meetings in his constituency. The Congress has
always worked as a family and
remains united and strong.

There is no factionalism in the
Congress party. All party leaders and workers are united to
win the elections. Congress

Opposition slams you for seeking
sympathy votes in the name of
your grandfather?

Orders to release
4 undertrials issued
at jail camp court
HT Correspondent

Residents continue to suffer from
traffic congestion, rain water
accumulation, poor garbage
management and potholed roads.

my term. Moreover, voters are
despondent as the anti-people
policies of the Modi government, such as demonetisation
and GST, have hit the country’s economy and citizens’
lives.

THE UNDERTRIALS
ASSURE CJM ASHISH
ABROL THAT THEY WILL
NOT INDULGE IN ANY
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
IN THE FUTURE
undertrial wants to have a lawyer under free legal aid, then
they can fill a form at the Legal
Aid Clinic set up in the premises
of the jail and stated that the
undertrial would be provided a
lawyer free of cost.
He ordered the jail superintendent to prepare a list of
undertrials with minor criminal offences so that a maximum
number of cases can be taken up
in the next camp court.

My grandfather and former
Punjab chief minister Beant
Singh sacrificed his life for the
peace of the state, and we
should all remember the martyrs. Even if I demand votes in
his name, I do not force anyone
to vote. The voters are free to
choose, but they all know the
sacrifices by my family.

In March, you led a 30-hour protest against the running of the
Ladhowal Toll Plaza. Your silence
since then has led your rivals to

CMCH OBSERVES
WORLD HAND
HYGIENE DAY

‘Atam Nagar voters have decided to reject Bains’

Bittu woos
voters of East
constituency
Giving a push to the campaign of member of Parliament (MP) and Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu,
Congress MLA ( East) Sanjay
Talwar organised two meetings in his constituency here
on Saturday. The meetings
were organised in ward number 21, represented by councillor Kitty Uppal, and ward
number 18, represented by
councillor Vineet Bhatia.
Talwar and Bittu said that
the state government had
announced development projects worth ₹400 crore for the
Ludhiana East constituency
and the government will take
up the projects soon after the
Lok Sabha elections.
Bittu assured voters that,
after the formation of the UPA
government at the Centre, the
complicated GST will be
scrapped for three years and,
later, the entire tax system
will be simplified to ensure
fast growth of trade and
industry, that will produce
employment opportunities
for the youth.
He said the Congress government will implement its
NYAY scheme to guarantee
minimum income of ₹72,000
crore to 25 crore families.

son of SAD- BJP candidate
Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal
and Youth Akali Dal
(YAD) district president
Meetpal Singh Dugri conducted election meetings in
the Atam Nagar constituency
and lambasted Bains for
ignoring residents of his constituency, who, they alleged,
were forced to live in pathetic
conditions as sewers are
choked in most areas.
Bains had never raised any
demand for a school, a hospital or development of the

infrastructure in the constituency during the past seven
years of his tenure as MLA,
said Dugri.
The people were lacking
basic amenities, but the MLA
remained busy in gaining
popularity by resorting to
protests. Grewal and Dugri
also criticised sitting member
of Parliament (MP) and Congress candidate Ravneet
Singh Bittu, stating that the
Congress had failed to perform in the state during the
past two years.

‘Instead of Beant’s sacrifice, Bittu
should count his own works’
Senior Akali leader Mahesh
Inder Singh Grewal on Saturday asked sitting Congress
MP Ravneet Singh Bittu to
count his own achievements,
if any, before the people of
Ludhiana. He said Bittu cannot keep on harping on the
sacrifice of his grandfather,
late Beant Singh.
Speaking during his campaign programmes here,
Grewal told Bittu, “While
your grandfather laid down
his life for Punjab, what have
you done for all these years
other than exploiting that sacrifice?”
He said the entire family,
including the son, the daughter and the grandchildren,
had already been rehabilitated, not once but several
times, in lieu of the sacrifice of
late Beant Singh.
The Akali-BJP candidate
from Ludhiana said, “With all
respect to late Beant Singh’s
sacrifice, every Punjabi family has one way or the other a
record and history of sacrifice
for the country.”
“Even my maternal uncle
laid down his life for the liberation of Goa, but I never
claimed anything in compen-

sation,” Grewal told Bittu,
while adding, every day,
one or the other Punjabi laid
down his life for the country
and everybody was proud of
that, without expecting any
rewards and compensations.
The former minister told
Bittu that 10 years are a lot of
time for anyone to set his
credit balance of achievements to show to the people.
“But, unfortunately, you have
chosen to harp exclusively on
the sacrifice of your grandfather and done nothing else all
these years,” he added. He
said Punjab had moved past
from the dark era of 1980s and
’90s and now Punjab wanted
progress and development,
and the youth wanted jobs.

COMPILED BY ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR
AND HARSIMRAN SINGH BATRA

I had promised an institute on
par with Post-Graduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh. But, as Congress was in
the Opposition at Centre, the
Narendra Modi-led NDA
government did not pay heed
to the demand. If Congress is
voted to power this year, I will
ensure the project sees the
light of the day.

LUDHIANA: To encourage people to
come forward to vote in large
numbers during the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections, a voter awareness song has been released by
the district administration
under the Systematic Voters’
Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) programme.
This song, performed by computer teacher Balwant Singh,
was released by special general
observer Raghav Chandra at a
function held at the Circuit
House here on Saturday.
Returning officer-cum-deputy
commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal, commissioner of police
Sukhchain Singh Gill, all election observers and other officials
were present on the occasion.
The administration has been
organising several activities in
different areas of the district to
ensure maximum voter participation in the elections, .
The singe, Balwant Singh,
works as a computer teacher at
Government High School, Sarabha Nagar, here.
He said, at present, he was
working as a nodal officer,
SVEEP activities, in Atam Nagar
assembly segment, and that he
was also a master trainer for
voter awareness.

He said he was a teacher by
profession, but singing as well as
participating in cultural activities was his passion. He has previously taught at Government
Model Senior Secondary School,
PAU, for nine years, and during
this time, he participated in several cultural activities. He said
that he came from an economically weaker section of society
and due to some financial constraints during the early days of
his life, he could not fulfil
his passion for singing.
Balwant said it was additional
deputy
commissioner
(Jagraon)-cum-nodal officer,
SVEEP activities Neeru Katyal
Gupta, who encouraged him to
follow his passion.
He said when SVEEP activities started in the district, Gupta
had urged all nodal officers to do
something innovative for voter
awareness. “It was during that
time that I requested Gupta that
I want to sing a song, to which
she readily agreed. I have been
singing this song at voter awareness functions,” he said.
Gupta said the administration
had got this song recorded
through the Ishmeet Singh
Music Institute and later a video
of this song was also prepared.
She said this song would be
showcased during different
functions in the district.

A resident of Ladian village,
Karamjeet Singh, was passing
through the area when he saw
the fire. “I immediately informed
the fire station and the police
control room,” he said. Firemen
said that the reason behind the
fire and the loss had yet to be
ascertained. With the rise in
temperature every year, fires in
wheat fields are commonplace in
the state.

n

Standing wheat crop on fire in the fields at Ladhowal in Ludhiana on Saturday.

HT PHOTO

42 get degrees, prizes at DMCH convocation
HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 42 candidates of the 2013 MBBS batch
were conferred degrees and
prizes at the annual convocation of the Dayanand Medical
College (DMC) and Hospital
organised here on Saturday.
Principal Commissioner of
Income Tax, Chandigarh, Binay
K Jha, who was chief guest,
conferred the degrees along
with the principal.
Principal Dr Sandeep Puri
read out the annual report of the
college and highlighted the
achievements and progress
made by the faculty and various
departments in the last one
year.
In his message to the outgoing students, Dr Puri advised
fresh graduates to have passion
for their noble profession and
pursue it with utmost dedication and dignity.
The gold medal for the best

Ropar hold hosts
Ludhiana to draw
Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal

If it were a stunt to raise election funds, then how has the
work of the national highway, which was hanging fire
for long, restarted now. Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA) candidate Simarjeet
Singh Bains is raising baseless allegations. If his claims
are true, Bains should also
disclose how much he has
taken from construction com-

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Acting on an alert, one fire tender
from the Haibowal fire station
rushed to the spot and doused
the flames after an hour.

U-19 CRICKET

n

Despite your promise, you failed
to bring PGIMER-like facility to
Ludhiana?

n

LUDHIANA : A fire broke out in the
standing wheat crop field in the
Ladhowal area of Ludhiana on
Saturday.

n

Slamming Punjab Democratic Alliance candidate
from Ludhiana Lok Sabha
constituency and president of
the Lok Insaaf Party (LIP),
MLA Simarjeet Singh Bains,
for his ‘failure’ to take up
development in his Atam
Nagar constituency, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) leaders
said here on Saturday that
people of Atam Nagar had
made their minds to reject
Bains in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.
Hitesh Inder Singh Grewal,

claim that the protest was
meant to raise election funds.
Your comments.

HT Correspondent

WHEAT CROP GUTTED AT LADHOWAL

LUDHIANA: The College of Nursing, Christian Medical College
and Hospital (CMCH), Ludhiana,
observed World Hand Hygiene
Day at Government Primary
School, Jamalpur, on Saturday.
The event was held on the
theme “Clean care for all – It’s in
your hands” for students of Class
5. Associate professor Sanjeet
Johnson and clinical instructor
Nisha Singh conducted the programme under the guidance of
principal Reena Jairus.
Johnson said that hand
hygiene is important for the people who handle food or work in
medical field, but it is also an
important practice for public.
People can become infected
with respiratory illnesses such
as influenza or common cold if
they don’t wash their hands
before touching eyes, nose or
mouth.

POLLBUZZ

The Congress is aware of
the issues. Recently, the
Ludhiana Municipal Corporation (MC) had come up with a
chance for private plot owners
in the city to convert their
residential plots into parking
lots free of cost just to congestion on roads. Static compactors project has been planned
for the city to stop open dumping of garbage. Road projects
have also been taken up in the
past, and more projects are in
the pipeline. But they could
not be taken up due to imposition of the model code of
conduct. The MC is also
working on a storm sewer
project in parts to deal with
water-logging during monsoon.

sing their way
to polling booths

LUDHIANA: Ludhiana played
Ropar to a draw in a match of
Inter-district Under-19 Cricket
Tournament at Jathedar Santokh Singh Margind Sports Stadium, Dulay village (Phallai
Sahib). Ropar survived the
defeat with umpires calling it off
for the day with the team at 104
runs for the loss of seven wickets. Ropar were made to follow
on after being bowled out for a
score of 131 in their first innings.
Kanishak was the pick of
bowlers, who took six wickets
while Amitoj also did serious
damage to opponents by picking
four wickets in the match. Sacsham Gupta was the highest
scorer for Ropar at 56 runs in the
first innings. Ropar struggled in
their second innings with Lovepreet being the highest scorer at
20. After winning the toss, Ludhiana batted first and managed
to score 327 with Vaibhav Kalra
scoring 142 runs.
HTC

n

DMCH principal Dr Sandeep Puri presenting a degree to a student during the college’s annual
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
convocation in Ludhiana on Saturday.

graduate was presented to Dr
Ravpreet Pal Kaur and the silver medal to Dr Vivek Mittal.

The chief guest awarded 70
prizes and 19 medals to graduates of various batches, who had

excelled in various subjects.
Dean academics Dr Rajoo
Singh Chhina administered the

Employees on relay hunger
strike burn state govt’s effigy
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA:The relay hunger strike
by members of the Punjab and UT
Employees and Pensioners Joint
Action Committee entered its 5th
day on Saturday and the protesting employees organises a rally
and burnt an effigy of the state
government outside the mini secretariat here.
The protest was launched following the arrest the chairman of
the union Sajjan Singh, who was
sitting on fast-unto- death in
Chandigarh. The employees and
pensioners are also protesting
against the state government’s
inaction to fulfil their demands,
including regularisation and
release of pending dearness
allowance (DA).
Punjab Pensioners’ Union
president Gurmail Singh and
Pensioners’ United Front convener DP Maur said the contrac-

CONGRESS LEADER ACCUSED OF
STOPPING SCHOOL EXPANSION
LUDHIANA: Residents of
Dhandari Kalan staged a
protest on Saturday against
a local Congress leader for
allegedly becoming a “hurdle” in the expansion of Government High Smart
School, Dhandari Kalan, .
The MC authorities, however, said the hurdle was a
land dispute as locals
wanted to construct classrooms on the adjoining
green land. Social worker
Baljinder Singh and local
leader of the Punjabi Ekta

tual employees, pensioners and
midday meal workers were waging a struggle to get their longpending demands, including regularisation, accepted.

Party, Gurnoor Singh, also
joined the protest. Baljinder
said the leader was infuriated as he was not involved
in the expansion work that
began in March. MC secretary Jasdev Sekhon said it
was a land dispute as the
land on which a section of
residents wanted to construct the rooms was a green
belt. The MC cannot allow
construction on the green
belt, he said. Residents
started construction without permission, he said. HTC

Hippocratic Oath to fresh graduates before presenting them
their degrees.
President of the DMCH Managing Society Sunil Kant Munjal
motivated the students to excel
in their field and always keep
their minds open for acquiring
the new innovations in the field
of medicine.
Chief guest Jha congratulated the graduates and said
that doctors are considered next
to God and it is the utmost
responsibility of all those entering the profession to uphold the
trust and confidence of the
patients, who seek treatment
from them.
He urged the students to
maintain the highest standards
of ethics and integrity at every
stage.
“I am sure that all the students of DMCH, Ludhiana will
carry on the legacy of this institute and contribute towards
building a healthy India,” Jha
added.

City to host Sikh
leader’s birth
anniv function
LUDHIANA: The state government
will hold a function in the city on
Sunday to mark the birth anniversary of Sikh leader Maharaja
Jassa Singh Ramgarhia at Senior Secondary Residential
School for Meritorious Students
near Rose Garden. The function
will begin at 10:30am.
HTC

Maur said, “The Congress government had made tall promises
ahead of assembly polls in 2017,
but failed to fulfil them after coming to power.”
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FORGETTING THE JOY OF LEARNING
IN THE RAT RACE OF LIFE

POTPOURRI

W

hen my daughter finished her
Class 12 board examination,
everyone heaved a sigh of relief.
The few months before were
agonising for her as she put in
some 12 to 14 hours of study daily. The vastness
of the syllabus coupled with unrealistic expectations of marks took a heavy toll on every person in our house as we stood in solidarity in
support of our little warrior. “I have harboured
an exaggerated perception of my worth as a
student,” she would break down while suffering regular pangs of anxiety when stress levels
surpassed a threshold. My psychotherapist
wife almost lost faith in her professional com-

“I HAVE HARBOURED AN
EXAGGERATED PERCEPTION OF
MY WORTH AS A STUDENT,” MY
DAUGHTER WOULD WOULD
BREAK DOWN WHILE SUFFERING
REGULAR PANGS OF ANXIETY

petence in her attempt to counsel her own
daughter.

NO TELEVISION, NO MUSIC,
NOT EVEN A CONVERSATION
Never before had our home been so gloomy and
uninviting with restrictions imposed any kind
of sound, from television, music or even conversation lest our ‘Boards Patient’ should get
disturbed. We even learnt to carry out our
obligatory husband-wife bickering at acceptable decibel levels. Our social life went for a six
and I was dishonourably expelled from my golf
four-ball group for poor attendance. At times I
wondered if it was our child sitting for the
exam or us parents.

n

Are our students being really educated or just being ‘programmed’?

cant number will develop a revulsion for what
was once their dream and passion.

DEVELOP LIFE SKILLS, NOT
HUNGER FOR MARKS

ON THE BRINK OF A
NERVOUS BREAKDOWN

n

As a parent my heart cries at the predicament
of children who undergo this torment year
after year. The near-perfect cut-off percentages for admission in good institutions is pushing them to the fringes of nervous breakdown.
Given the reservation policy for admissions,
the caste inherited by accident of birth can act

as an impediment for many, diluting their otherwise superlative performance. What is even
more painful is the fact that the agony won’t
end here. Even after making the grade the
scholastic struggle will continue and a signifi-

At times I wonder whether the education system needs realignment. Pursuit of a good result
by cramming up volumes of data, facts and figures has taken precedence over the importance of life skill development and strengthening of the psyche. Where students should be
learning with inspiration even in their desperation, most impressionable young minds are
just being programmed and not educated. The
mark of education isn’t the knowledge one
accumulates in one’s head; rather education is
what remains after one has forgotten what was

There should be excitement and joy in learning,
not anxiety to get near-perfect scores. HT PHOTO

HEADS I LOSE, TAILS YOU WIN: ARE WOMEN IN
INDIA HURTING THEIR OWN CAUSE?
guest
column
RASHMI KALIA

I

f a man goes back on his word to
marry a woman, can physical
intimacy between consenting
adults be termed ‘rape’?
The apex court of India has
answered this question with a firm
“Yes”. In a significant verdict, the
Supreme Court of India upheld an
order of a trial court convicting a doctor of rape in Chhattisgarh because
he had a consensual sexual relationship with a woman after promising to
marry her.
The Supreme Court observed, in a
judgement delivered on April 11, 2019,
that when a man refuses to keep his
promise of marriage to a woman, it is
clear that the man intended to cheat
the woman. The court also observed
that the woman would not have consented to physical intimacy if the man
in question had not promised to
marry her.
“It was a clear case of cheating and
deception,” the Supreme Court held.

‘PRIZED’ VIRGINITY
Commenting on the judgement, a
BBC journalist wrote that the basis of
the Supreme Court judgment could be
attributed to the fact that India was

n

Can a breach of promise to marry
someone be equated with rape?
GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

still a largely conservative country in
matters of sex and women’s sexuality.
She also observed that it was hard for
an Indian woman to get married if it is
known that she has had pre-marital
sex. In simple words, she asserted,
virginity was prized by Indian society.
But are the new generation of
Indian women; ambitious, assertive,
motivated and determined to carve
out their independent identities
before marriage, comfortable with
such regressive opinions on their sexuality and their views on pre-marital
sex, published in the international
press? And also, is it fair to equate
cheating with the heinous crime of
rape?
The answer to both the questions is
a big “No”.
According to the HT-MaRS Youth
Survey conducted in 2014, an unprecedented 61% of Indian youth, both

men and women, believe that premarital sex is no longer taboo. India is
changing with a large number of
women believing in making their own
choices, including their right to
choose whether to indulge in premarital sex or not.
However, inherent patriarchal
mentality is widely prevalent in
Indian society; that all women who
have sex before marriage are either
victims of men and need protection
from them or characterless women
who attach no importance to moral
propriety. Either way, such women
are perceived to be “ruined for life”.
When passing the judgment, the
Supreme Court observed that rape is
“the most hated crime” and it causes a
“serious blow to the supreme honour
of a woman, and offends her esteem
and dignity.”
Agreed. However, can a breach of
promise to marry someone be
equated with rape? Not only do we
trivialise rape then but also make a
very disturbing assumption: that premarital sex is permissible if it is
accompanied by the intent to marry.
Does this imply that pre-marital sex is
an award, leading to marriage? Also,
the law contends that if a man can
prove that he had the intent to marry
the woman, but changed his mind
later, then he will not be termed a rapist. However, ‘intention’ is the most
difficult thing to prove, which means
that judgments in such cases may
also fall in the grey area.

n

kaliarash@gmail.com

The writer teaches at DAV College, Chandigarh

WILDBUZZ FROM NATURE’S DOMAIN OF WONDERS
VIKRAM JIT SINGH

THE NOBLE,
BRAVE BAAZ

guest
column
COL RD SINGH (RETD)

A

s a 1.3-billion strong nation,
our main problem today is
lack of a strong national character. Our civil society and
institutes are decaying, politicians
indulge in mud-slinging and there’s
rampant corruption in public life. People seem to be keen only on seeking
and not giving. Where is that sense of
self-accountability, and life based on
certain values and convictions?
As children studying in KG School,
Belgaum we witnessed our headmaster RS Mani and teachers focus on
character building and moral values
first. Even as a student of DAV College, Chandigarh, Triloki Nath, our
principal, inculcated virtues in us.
Today, however, one is pained to
find students misbehaving with their
teachers, and parents backing them
instead of guiding them on the right
path.
Children tell lies at the drop of a hat,
growing up as selfish human beings
with questionable character.
This has to be corrected, not only in
schools and colleges, but across society.
We have to build a strong national
character, with values in our lives.
Our educational institutions have to
get their priorities right. Their focus
should not be on producing a young
man who will fool the system, but a
gentleman who will give back to society. For that, we have to encourage
integrity and eliminate corruption
from society. Any person in a position
of responsibility has to be an asset to
the nation and not a liability.
Character builds fair and honest
judges, upright policemen, selfless
politicians, inspiring teachers,
responsible and caring parents, disciplined youth, and sincere government

FOCUS OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS SHOULD NOT BE
ON PRODUCING A YOUNG MAN
WHO WILL FOOL THE SYSTEM,
BUT A GENTLEMAN WHO WILL
GIVE BACK TO SOCIETY

J

ust before Partition, Qayum
Khan, a Pathan from the North
West Frontier Province, set
out on a falconer’s pilgrimage
to the sub-continent’s premier
‘mandi’ for raptors at Amritsar. In
his bag were two prized Saker falcons, which he had trapped from the
northern mountains. Upon reaching
Amritsar, Khan did not attempt to
sell the Sakers to agents of maharajas. He happily exchanged two
Sakers for one female Northern goshawk.
The hard bargain underscored the
goshawk’s majestic reputation. It
echoed what British ornithologist
TC Jerdon wrote in his 1862 book,
The Birds of India, Vol 1: “The Baaz
is the most highly esteemed bird of
prey in India and a trained bird used
to be sold for a large sum in former
days...for prices varying from Rs 20
to Rs 50 for the female and Rs 10-30
for male.”
In fact, the goshawk’s scientific
name, Accipiter gentilis, is derived
from the Latin word, gentilis (noble).
“The bird was considered so (noble)
and its prowess in falconry highly
esteemed. Its name also pertains to
an era when only the nobility could
fly this species,” wrote Rishad Naoroji in his seminal volume of 2006,
Birds of Prey of the Indian Sub-continent. So courageous and reckless is
the goshawk when flown at game

NEED FOR A STRONG
NATIONAL CHARACTER

MISUSE OF THE LAW
Section 90 of the Indian Penal Code
deals with consent known to be given
under fear and misconception. There
have been concerns of the law being
misused, especially by a person
extracting revenge when a relationship fails. The law could then also
become a weapon for vendetta. Judiciary should ideally not be used to
regulate relationships, especially
when both the partners have the freedom to make their choices.
There is a section of judiciary that
believes in the same thing. In 2016, the
Bombay High Court ruled in a case
that an educated adult woman in a
consensual sexual relationship cannot allege rape when the relationship
ends.
Above all, what does a woman
stand to gain in such cases? Revenge
or marriage? Is the feeling of resentment against a man who did not keep
his commitment important enough
for a woman to stall her life and fight a
humiliating legal battle with him?
And if the man agrees to marry her,
what is the sanctity of a marriage that
is conducted under duress? Isn’t it
better for a woman to kick a cheat out
of her life and move on to explore better opportunities?
There are several apt adjectives for
men who cheat on women. However,
‘rapist’ is not one of them.

GETTY IMAGES

learnt in school. Regrettably, creativity has
taken a backseat.
Education is the spine of a nation, an ornament in its prosperity and a refuge in its adversity. Perhaps there is a long way to go before we
realise that what shapes the best in us dies
when our schooling fails to train our minds to
think and instead pursue the strategy of a “rat
race” for grades. The sad part is that every year
after the results are declared there is unfortunate news of suicide by students. The nation
loses many bright sparks, the society loses
many a promising souls and worst, and the parents lose all their hopes for no fault of theirs.
And who does actually win in the end? Just
another rat in the race.
(The writer is a Mohali-based freelance contributor)

employees. The strength of India
should lie in the critical mass of our
130 million people upholding sound
values.
We have to also inculcate a sense of
collective responsibility in our people.
We are a nation of cribbers who without doing our bit complain about
cleanliness and mock the Swachh
Abhiyan, but add to the litter ourselves. We are very conscious of our
rights, but seldom think or talk about
our duties.
How long can we go on selfishly?
Don’t we also have to share and give,
irrespective of caste, religion, colour,
gender or status? Look around and see
how low we have fallen when it comes
to ethics and mutual harmony. This
has happened because we have
ignored character building as a vital
trait of our personality.
As a nation we have to come
together to rise above our narrow
vision and interests. We must be a part
of governance and abide by the laws to
reduce pressure on enforcement.
Respect for the law should come to us
naturally, so obey traffic rules not out
of fear of challans but to avoid traffic
accidents and worry about not just
ours but others’ safety too.
Character produces responsible citizens who are assets of their country.
They create wealth, generate ideas,
and help in the prosperity and wellbeing of the nation. Men and women of
character pay their taxes honestly,
respect law and order, treat women
with dignity, salute their soldiers, and
take pride in their nation.
Once they achieve this moral high
ground, they have every right to check
their leaders for lapses, and demand
citizens’ rights. They can also exercise
right to information, and not allow the
government to take its people for
granted.
Once we create such a nation where
values are respected, people will naturally start living for a higher purpose
of life. The wealthy will contribute
more towards corporate social responsibility (CSR) and add to the wellbeing
of the nation. Nation building then will
be a shared responsibility, every citizen being inclusive.
Such a nation of people with character and courage of conviction, is bound
to be prosperous and happy.
n

ripu_d2003@yahoo.co.in

The writer is an Ambala Cantt-based
freelance contributor and convener, INTACH,
Ambala chapter.
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A trained female goshawk on kills of a Black partridge; and (right) Grey partridge in Chakwal, Pakistan Punjab.
PHOTOS: KAMRAN KHAN YOUSAFZAI

birds that there are recorded cases of
the Baaz plunging heedless into
obstructions like fences and cliffs
and dying. No wonder, the Baaz is an
eternal favourite of falconers!
In 1989, the goshawk came to be
declared Punjab’s State Bird due to
its associations in Sikh history as the
Gurus’ Baaz. The irony is that while
Punjab does not have a single goshawk in its custody for public display, just across the Radcliffe line
are dozens of trained goshawks. The
late Khan was a friend of the grandfather of Kamran Khan Yousafzai, a
keeper of prize goshawks. Yousafzai
is a falconer of global repute, President of the Pakistan Falconry Association and a board member of the
International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of
Prey. Yousafzai’s grandfather would
hunt migratory duck in undivided

Punjab with a Peregrine falcon while
mounted on horseback.
Yousafzai has flown hawks and
falcons the world over but is of the
conviction that the knowledge and
understanding of raptors exhibited
by falconers of the sub-continent and
Afghanisthan is peerless. He is
engaged in historical research to
establish the rich roots of falconry in
South Asia and seeks to enlighten
people of their great heritage. He
winters in Pakistan Punjab to pursue the hunt of Black and Grey partridges in semi-agricultural terrain
similar to our Punjab.
In shikar lore, the thrill and challenge of falconry is such that a 100
partridges downed with a gun are
considered equivalent to just one
nailed by a trained goshawk! And, a
goshawk that can bring down a Chukor -- that hard flier of high altitudes

and plunging gorges -- is considered
Badshah Baaz.
“We prefer to take two goshawks
on a partridge hunt and the birds are
flushed by Pointer dogs and beaters.
I have found that the Black partridge
proves more difficult to hunt with a
goshawk because its flight is
stronger than the Grey partridge and
it runs along the ground for a longer
distance than the Grey, making it difficult for the goshawk,” Yousafzai
told this writer.
They hunt in fields which do not
use pesticides or chemical fertilisers, a principal reason for decline of
partridges in Indian Punjab. “We
ensure goshawks do not kill more
than six to 12 partridges in a day. We
come back to the same fields each
year and find partridges flourishing,” notes Yousafzai.
n

It is disappointing to see a city that was nominated to be a Smart City facing the brunt of
bad infrastructure, sleazy administration and sluggish attitude of the government.
Many traffic lights are dysfunctional and people tend to break traffic rules as there is no
accountability of the situation whatsoever. There are no proper parking facilities
available. Crime is on a rise and no one is willing to take responsibility.
Praveen Kumar, bank manger, New Model Town

No action taken
against politicians
There is no accountability of how much
money politicians spend on elections.
More importantly, where does this
money come from? There are many
traffic breaches that happen during road
shows and the public gets affected by
them. Long traffic jams in the city have
become a common sight and no work is
being done to improve the situation.
Politicians shouldn’t be allowed to
conduct road shows especially during
work hours. Strict action should be
taken against politicians violating
the law.
Jasmit Kaur, housewife, Raj Guru Nagar

Infrastructure a complete mess
Roads are in a pathetic state with
potholes everywhere. Things get worse
during rainy season when the city roads
get flooded with water. A city that was
promised the status of Smart City is in a
shambles. The entire infrastructure is in a
mess. The condition of bus stand is
deplorable with garbage littered everywhere. Water gets accumulated making
it a breeding ground for mosquitoes,
leading to a scores of health-related
problems for people living in the vicinity.
Administration must wake up and take
action to curb this problem.
Inderjeet Singh, 22,
student, Model Gram

vswild1@gmail.com
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LUDHIANA
‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW
Juhi Chakraborty
or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature
humour.
He tells us, he had
wanted to be a cop or a
singer, if not a comedian.
Excerpts:

F

extremely overwhelmed with
the love that the audience give
me.

You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years.
What’s the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love
that I got (upon return)
was immense,
my audience
welcomed
me with
open

arms. Obviously without my
mother’s blessings, nothing
would have been possible —
she is my pillar of strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the
comedian, changed after
marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.

Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her for
the first time in college, I
saw that her comic
timing on stage
was very good.
She is my critic.
She is also my
biggest fan and
laughs on
Ginni Chatrath and
almost all my
Kapil Sharma
jokes.

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make
millions laugh with your wit
and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky.
My passion is my
profession, and I’m
thankful for that. The
instant response that
you get from people is
great, and I’m

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/
KAPILSHARMA

Which
celebrity guest

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

STOP PRESS

A comedy film you’d have loved
to do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Vahbiz Dorabjee (top);
Vivian Dsena (above)

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T

Everyone wants to be on the
digital space: Farah Khan
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and
commercial potboilers,
filmmaker Farah Khan now
plans to explore the
territory that she hasn’t
charted yet — the OTT
platforms. She is turning a
producer for a film that her
husband Shirish Kunder is
directing for the web space.
But more on that later.
First, we ask her when will
she direct a film again, for it
has been four years since
her last release, Happy New
Year? Turns out she is
itching to do so.
“I have taken a four-year
gap now and my motivation
is to do a film that I’d
absolutely love doing.
Every morning, when I
wake up, there should be a
big smile on my face,” she
says, adding, “The process
of making a movie can
either be truly enjoyable or
stressful; for me, it has to be
the former, because at
times, it takes an entire
year of my life.... On several
days I don’t get to see my
kids (triplets, Anya, Diva
and Czar, who are 11 years
old) and I can’t go on
holidays, so it must really
excite me.”
And then came this script
that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The
script was with another

K

producer for almost two
years. But nothing worked
out on that front even when
they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything
worked out for us,” she
says.
And digital was the apt
space for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt
the team. “Everything is
much bigger on the digital
medium. At that point,
Jacqueline also wanted to
do something beyond what
she had done so far, so it fell
into place,” she shares.
Despite the immense
reach of the OTT platforms,
they are no threat to the box
office business. “When the
television came in the 5060s, for years they kept
saying the films will now be
over but the business has
just grown. When the
internet came, they said the
same thing. And now with
the advent of the digital
space, the same stuff is
being said. The thing is, the
need for content is going to
grow. The kids from this

generation are tech savvy,
but for films like Avengers,
people will still flock the
theatres. The business is
booming, so films are not
going to be threatened.
Everyone wants to be on the
digital space because
there is so much quality
stuff, one has to really up
the ante,” says the
filmmaker.
n

rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

has been the most sporting on
your show?
All my guests have been very
supportive and fun, but one
person who I adore is Dharam
paaji (actor Dharmendra).
When my show was just
starting out, no one really
wanted to be a part of it, but
he came on my show, and it
got a lot of love and
appreciation.
Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

Rishabh Suri

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital space because
there is so much quality one gets on the digital
platform that one has to really up the ante in that
department. Some of the shows are bloody brilliant.
FARAH KHAN FILMMAKER

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as
such to our valued readers.

Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Siddhant Chaturvedi doesn’t
want to be just an eye candy
Pooja Sharma
iddhant Chaturvedi was
studying to be a chartered
accountant until he
decided to give acting a chance.
He feels the five years of
preparations and hard work
that he put into it, paid off with
the success of Gully Boy, in
which he played MC Sher.
“My family was supportive,
even when I changed my
profession,” he says but not
everyone was, “I had become
aloof because when I shifted
my profession, things changed.
My friends’ families used to
think yeh kya hero banne nikla
hai.”
But he knew what he was
doing. “I had the sense of how
to go about things, and believed
in waiting for the right
opportunity,” says Siddhant,
who has locked his second film,
but is tight-lipped until official
announcement is made.
Though he does say it’s a lead
role, and something that “has
been his plan”.
The actor, who received
many offers after his debut,
says there was “pressure” of
signing films.
“But I decided to wait. I am
secure and at peace and in no
tearing hurry. I will approach
every film like it is my first and
give it my all. Gully Boy
happened because the story
was strong and so were all the
characters. Otherwise, I
always wanted to play the
protagonist,” says Siddhant,
adding that he wants to
unleash all his skills on screen

S

besides acting.
Not many might know that
he is a dancer and has trained
in martial arts, too. “I had
dance videos on Instagram,
which I deleted because it is all
saved for the big screen. I am
not a trained dancer, but learnt
all on my own — popping and
locking, krumping,
contemporary and classical.
I’ve trained in martial arts,
taekwondo, parkour and
gymnastics,” he says.
Apart from critical acclaim
for his performance, the actor’s
earned an impressive female
fan following. “I was never
aiming for that. I want to
entertain people. This has
happened and who doesn’t like
it? It is sweet and
overwhelming. Some of the
messages are censored too
(laughs) but it is fun to scroll
through them (on Instagram). I

IS THERE ANOTHER
FILM HAPPENING
WITH ZOYA AKHTAR?
The last I knew was that
Zoya wanted to make a
Gully Boy sequel. I don’t
know if it’s actually a spinoff or a ‘prequel’. I was
surprised when I read it in
the news. When I spoke
with her, she said she was
thinking on these lines.
She has her own decisions
to make, let’s see.

try to reply to every person.
More than fame, it’s about the
love and respect from people.
It’s not just about being an eye
candy, showing my abs and
running in trunks. I don’t want
that,” he says.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.com
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

DRIFTING AWAY FROMYOUR
PARTNER? IT’S TIMEYOU
DROP THESE HINTS
MAKE LESS EFFORTS

uilding a relationship
requires a lot of efforts.
During the initial phases,
it may seem like your life is a
bed of roses as your partner
makes all the efforts to woo
you. However, if your
partner’s interest is withering
away, that’s when you need to
give signs to your partner that
you’re not feeling the same
way. Experts share some
hints that you can drop to
your partner either to make
the relationship work or to
find out whether your partner
is enjoying your company or
not.

The moment you notice that
your partner has stopped
making as many efforts as he
or she used to do in the
beginning of the relationship,
you
need to stop making efforts
too. In that case, the person
will either realise your
importance or will remain
unaffected. If the
latter is true, it is time to face
the moment of truth.

B

START GOING OUT ON
YOUR OWN
Partners are usually
dependent on each other

even if the person is there
with you or not.
(With inputs from
relationship experts Pulkit
Sharma and Jai Madan)

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two

F

years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding. “I am living
my dream working with one of
the best production houses
and having my show air on the
biggest channel. I don’t want
to break the flow by taking a
break for 15-20 days [for my
wedding],”
g], he adds.

Poonam
nam Preet
ree

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
beware of it because apart
from having the lordship of
two houses, it also aspects
(drishti) the Karaka of five
houses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
9th and 10th house. Which
means that if Jupiter as a
Karaka gets placed in any of
these houses, it tends to
destroy the significations of
that house (Karaka Bhav
Nashayay) as it has such a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
tri
eaponry like law,
lculations, stealth, and
unningness, to lay its claim.
iis easy to spot those who get
ominated by a negative
upiter as they are quick to
aise themselves but
nerally see others as
fferior to themselves. They
iticise others and are
llous where their wives are
ncerned. They are given to

Zayn Malik

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

REMIND THE PERSON
WHAT HE OR SHE IS
GOING TO MISS OUT
And in the process, do make
the partner realise that you
are not doing all this for him
or her. It is the way you are
and you would never change

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

when it comes to going out for
shopping or other errands.
But once you drop the
dependency and start doing
things independently, your
partner may realise that
something is wrong in the
relationship and try to sort
things out.

No matter how superficial it
may sound, your partner does
like some physical attributes
in you. Try taking good care of
yourself. Look good, smell
good and dress to impress.

Taylor Swift

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

DAILY HOROSCOPE

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Akshay Kaushal

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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ShaileneWoodley
tracksamurderer
inhernextfilm
hailene Woodley is all set
to be a part of an
upcoming serial killer
thriller, Misanthrope. The
actor is known for starring in
The Fault in Our Stars (2014)
and the Divergent trilogy.
Damian Szifron, who
directed the Academy Award
nominated Wild Tales (2014),
has written the screenplay of
the film along with Jonathan
Wakeham.
Misanthrope will revolve
around a talented yet troubled
cop recruited by the FBI to
hunt for a murderer.
The shooting of the film is
scheduled to be done in
Atlanta this year. The makers
are yet to finalise the
additional cast for the film.
“Screenplays like
Misanthrope, that is this well
executed both in theme and
tone, are rare to come by with
a director like Damian behind
the wheel,”said Woodley, who
starred in Fault in Our Stars
(2014).
The actor added, “I have
complete trust we will create
something that will have a
profound impact on cinema
and will resonate with
audiences, especially given the
times we are living in right
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JAMIE DIDN’TWANT
TODOFIFTYSHADES

PHOTO: TAYLOR
JEWELL/
INVISION/AP

now. I couldn’t be more excited
to be a part of this team.”
Meanwhile, director Szifron
said, “I’m privileged to be
working with an actor as
talented and inspiring as
Shailene Woodley, this
incredible producing team...
Misanthrope will deliver the
kind of cinematic experience
that made me a filmmaker and
I can’t wait to share it with
audiences all over the world.”
Woodley, who is an Emmy
and Golden Globe nominated
actor, recently wrapped up the
film No No No, Yes which is
helmed by director Drake
ANI
Doremus.

Jamie Dornan, who played Christian Grey in the films, said he took
on the role only because it was an ‘incredible’ financial opportunity

ctor Jamie Dornan,
who shot to fame with
Fifty Shades of Grey
(2015), has revealed
he was initially sceptical
about featuring in the
erotic-romance trilogy as he
feared the films would be
critically panned.
The actor, who played
Christian Grey in the films,
said he took on the role as it
was an “incredible”
financial opportunity.
“It’s very odd, to be
honest. You are presented
with this incredible
opportunity that is going to
have a big impact on your
life and change many things
— to be honest mostly
financially, but also career.
It’ll open so many doors, but
you know it’s going to get
panned. You’re trying to
make the best of it, but we
knew that because the
books were adored by

A

THE FILM
MISANTHROPE WILL
REVOLVE AROUND A
TALENTED YET
TROUBLED COP,
PLAYED BY WOODLEY,
RECRUITED BY THE
FBI TO HUNT FOR A
MURDERER

many, bought by many, but
panned by many... [it was]
probably going to be the
same for the movies,”
Dornan said on a podcast.
The 37-year-old said
working on the films,
based on EL James’
best-selling novels,
was no different from
any other movie.
“They’re a great joy
to be a part of, and a
crazy journey to go
on, but above
everything else,
they are just a job.
It’s no different to
any other film set; it’s
just simulating more
sex,” he added.
Dornan also said there
were a lot of things about
Christian Grey that he
found “gross”. “I don’t
think I’ll ever play a
character who’s less like
PTI
me,” he added.

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey in a still from the film

Jennifer Garner
goes to Broadway
camp in her next

Is Oprah Winfrey
quitting acting?
prah Winfrey has
revealed that she might
not act again as the art
“does not feed” her soul
anymore. The popular hostactor, whose last cinematic
outing was Ava Duvernay’s
A Wrinkle in Time (2018),
said acting is not a
profession one can “dabble
in”.
“[Acting] doesn’t feed me
anymore. But I think to be
really, really good at it,
you’ve got to do it a lot.
You’ve got to work at it. And
it’s got to be something that
you have true passion about.
I don’t think it’s something
you can dabble in. It was fun
to be Mrs Which (in A
Wrinkle in Time), and I did
that because I wanted to go to
New Zealand and wear the
costumes. But no, it doesn’t
feed my soul anymore,”
Winfrey told The Hollywood
Reporter.
The 65-year-old also
revealed that she was no
longer a part of the newsbased show 60 Minutes.

O

Shailene Woodley gained global recognition with her role in The Fault
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK
in Our Stars (2014)

[Acting] doesn’t feed
me anymore. To be
good at it, you’ve got
to do it a lot. It’s got
to be something that
you have true
passion about.
OPRAH WINFREY
HOST-ACTOR

Winfrey said she decided
to leave as the stint was
“flattening out my
personality”.
The Oscar and Golden
Globe nominated actor also
wanted to focus on her
commitments to a tech giant,
which includes a book club,
documentaries, and a
potential series on which she
might come back in her
quintessential interviewer
PTI
avatar.

Jennifer Garner’s
last cinematic
outing was the
crime drama
Peppermint
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Oprah Winfrey’s
last film was A
Wrinkle in Time
(2018)
PHOTO: EVAN SUNG/THE
NEW YORK TIMES

Gabriel Luna to turn Ghost Rider Look beyond the Chris
again in stand-alone series
league, urges Nanjiani
ctor Gabriel Luna is set to
comeback as the avenging
demon Ghost Rider. The
actor, who previously played
the role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., will
reclaim it for a stand-alone
eponymous live-action series
for a streaming platform.
The show is based on the
comic book character of the
same name. Sources tell
Variety that this will be a new
iteration of the character
which will not be connected to
the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
storyline.
Ghost Rider, whose real
name is Robbie Reyes, is
consumed by hellfire and is
supernaturally bound to a
demon. When he unleashes the
Rider, Robbie brings
vengeance for the innocents,
but struggles to control the
power he wields.
Ingrid Escajeda will serve
as showrunner and executive
producer on the show.
The streaming service has
also ordered a live-action
series, Helstrom. Other
projects already in the works
for the web platform are
animated shows based on
Howard the Duck, M.O.D.O.K,
Hit-Monkey, and Tigra and
Dazzler.
The same platform also airs
the live-action series
Runaways, which is going into
its third season.

A

PTI

Gabriel Luna
previously played the
role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor-writer Kumail
Nanjiani praised the
power of diversity and
called on the entertainment
industry to do better with
inclusion, saying “everyone
named Chris” had all the
power in Hollywood.
The 41-year-old PakistaniAmerican said to empower is
to give “someone the authority
or power to do something”.
“Power is all about what
you’ve done for yourself.
Empowerment is about what
you’ve done for others — that
you can then brag about to
others at power lunches. Huge
difference,” he joked.
“It implies a certain party
does have the power. In
Hollywood, it’s everyone
named Chris... Everyone
named Chris has all the
power,” he quipped.
The Big Sick writer-actor,
who was nominated for Oscar
for Best Original Screenplay in
2018 with wife Emily V
Gordon, explained giving
opportunity to a diverse
people entailed empowerment.
He also underscored the
importance of diversity and
inclusion on screen. “If
[movies and TV shows] don’t
reflect the world we live in, the
image that’s on screen gets
superimposed onto our reality,
and it erases groups of people,
and it becomes so that... only
the stories of certain groups of
people matter,” he said.
PTI

A

Kumail
Nanjiani was
nominated for
Oscar for Best
Original
Screenplay for
The Big Sick in
2018
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON / AFP

ctor Jennifer Garner has
been roped in to star in
the comedy film, Fantasy
Camp. Abby Kohn and Marc
Silverstein of I Feel Pretty
(2018) fame are attached to
write and direct the project,
reported Deadline.
The duo also have to other
popular romcoms to their
credit, including Never Been
Kissed (1999), He’s Just Not
That Into You (2009), and The
Vow (2012).
The film follows Julie
(played by Garner), a failed
junior high school drama
teacher, who faces her fears
and pursues her dreams while
attending a Broadway
performing arts camp for
adults.

A

THE FILM FOLLOWS A
FAILED JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL DRAMA
TEACHER (PLAYED BY
GARNER), WHO FACES
HER FEARS WHILE
ATTENDING A
BROADWAY
PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP FOR ADULTS
Earlier, Kristen Bell was
attached to star in the feature.
This is Garner’s second
collaboration with the studio,
following the Pierre Moreldirected 2018 crime drama
Peppermint.
PTI
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KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
high blood pressure mulling
over this question?

getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

What makes Evaa International one
of the best immigration consultants

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.

Immigration Consultants of Canada Regulatory Council member Baljit Singh Kailay interacting
with an aspirant and her family.
PHOTO: HTCS
ne of the mostrenowned immigration
consultants for
Canada, Evaa immigration
services, which is
headquartered at Urban
Estate, organised a seminar
for students and their
parents. The event, which
was attended by
representatives of different
organisations, was aimed at
making students, who are
aspiring to move to Canada,
and their parents aware
about the new rules,
regulations and legal
procedures of study and
open-work permit visas in
Canada by approved
Immigration Consultants of
Canada Regulatory Council
(ICCRC) member Baljit
Singh Kailay.
He specially met the

O

Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee
hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
- RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
- PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
— ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

Nushrat
Bharucha

he Big Bang Theory star
Johnny Galecki is
expecting his first child
with girlfriend Alaina Meyer.
According to reports,
Galecki, 43, and Meyer, 21,
announced the news on
Instagram.
“We are absolutely over the

Inopposition?
MOOD SWINGS

ndia is in the middle of the
biggest spectacle that takes
place once in five years —
the Lok Sabha elections. It
often happens that you are
part of a family with
different political
affiliations. There may be
many reasons for this
phenomenon. But does
having contradictory
political views within a
single family affect their ties
with each other? If so, how?
Here, experts throw light on
some of the personal issues
that such families face.

Another consequence of
such family ties is mood
swings. Shetty says, “Here,
the pendulum of thought
swings from anger to
resentment to a feeling of
helplessness and to finally
accepting reality. This could
result in an absolute
psychological drama within
the house at regular
intervals.”

I

DESERTION
Despite such families living
together, there could be a
sense of emptiness and
loneliness within each
person. Viveck Shetty, life
coach, says, “This emptiness
is a self-created problem
because people in such
families expect others to be
in complete agreement with
their views or don’t
understand the mechanics of
relationships. They draw up
goals without paying
attention to the process.”

DISAGREEMENTS
A lot of families would have a
common viewpoint about
how their country needs to
move ahead. But it’s a
different story in families
with diverse political
affiliations. Dr Fabian
Almeida, consultant
psychiatrist at a hospital,
says, “Everyone is entitled to
have an opinion, and it may
not be the right one. But if
the differences keep
increasing because of
political reasons, it can take
an adverse toll on family’s
personal relations.”

SOCIAL MEDIA CLASH
Members of a family with
different political leanings
will obviously have a social
media presence, too. And,
their differences can often
crop up on public domains.
Dr Riddhish K Maru,
psychiatrist says, “No one
wants to have a public tiff
with family members on
social media. Do remember,
a strong reaction towards a
party that one family
member likes and another
opposes, can lead to a
verbal spat online,

and open-work permits,
thus securing their future.
He further emphasised on
the quality assistance which
is provided free of cost at his
head office at 5170, bypass
road, Phase 2, Urban Estate,
Dugri, where applicants are
guided in effective manner
in order to achieve quickest
possible reverts, whether it
is obtaining study visas or
open-work permits, in less
than eight days.
Kailay also assured them
of Evaa immigration
services’ safe and secured
working procedures. Evaa
international has 98%
success rate, is ICCRC
approved and possesses
expertise in refusal cases.
Their consultants can be
reached at toll-free number
1800-1800-909.

Galecki expecting 1st child with Meyer
T

Collin Rodrigues

students who had fallen
prey to fake, unauthorised
and unqualified
representatives of IELTS
centres and study-visa
consultants. The
immigration fraudsters
misguided the students and
provided wrong advices
about visa process, due to
which many of the
applicants got refusals, he
said.
During a press
conference, ICCRC member
Kailay urged the students
and their parents to be alert
and asked them to file their
cases only with
government-approved
ICCRC members with years
of experience. He said by
doing so, they would not
face any strenuous situation
related to their study visa

moon to announce that we will
soon be welcoming a little one
into this crazy and wonderful
world,” Galecki posted.
“We ask that you please
respect our privacy during
this celebratory time for us
and our families. There truly
is love out there for all. We

hope ours is the ember of
yours, as we feel yours is the
ember of ours,” he added. The
message was accompanied by
two photographs of the
parents-to-be, including one of
Galecki and Meyer sharing an
embrace on the beach.

IANS

Political preferences might differ from person to
person within a family, we find out how different
views, if extreme, among the members, can affect
their relationships with each other

thus damaging your family’s
reputation. So, you got to be
careful about what you put
on social media for the sake
of your family.”

SEVERING
FAMILY TIES
In extreme cases, it could
lead to a complete break
down within the family and
severing of ties.
Shetty says, “In many
such families, individual
goals come to the fore and
collective family goals are no
longer important. ‘What’s in
it for me?’ is the allimportant question. It’s the ‘I
, Me and Myself’ syndrome.
Naked ambition rules the
mind when an all-inclusive
vision is clearly missing.
This may take a long time to
heal, if at all the healing does
happen.”

AVOIDING EACH
OTHER
In many cases, people in
such families may avoid each
other completely because of
fights, arguments or
disagreements.
Rajan B Bhonsle,
psychotherapist, explains,
“They would deliberately
return home when the other
family member is not
present, try to be asleep,
pretend to be busy on a call
or on a laptop. At times, they
will ask people they know to
be around so that sensitive/
awkward issues are not
discussed at home.”
PHOTOS: IMAGESBAZAAR; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

THE SOLUTION
n Simplest way to deal

with disagreements is
acceptance that
disagreements are an
integral part of every
relationship. If
accepted, then the
perspective changes
from seeing the
situation as a problem
to that of expression
of another dimension
of a relationship .
n Mood swings can be
dealt with meditation.
Deep breathing for
about five to 10
minutes with eyes
closed and all gadgets
switched off is
extremely effective in
bringing stillness to
the mind and body. It
provides immense
relief even to the
nervous system. These
methods alter the
energy flow within
this magnificent
system of ours and
thereby the mood.
n Social media clashes
can best be avoided. It
is important to
maintain a decorum in
all expression on social
media.
n Severed family ties
takes time to heal. One
could make a
beginning by
accepting that
extreme love and
extreme hate are signs
of influence. Don’t let
anybody define you.
Viveck Shetty,
life coach and
motivational speaker
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FASHION FOCUS

WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN FORM
MEETS
FUNCTION

“I don’t have a problem with
ageing. I would like to avoid
being a grumpy old man who
is too stuck in his head to
appreciate new ideas”

PAGE 18

WHAT I’VE LEARNT
FROM MY KIDS...
(AND WHAT I WANT THEM TO KNOW)

AT 48, WHY DOES ACTOR SAIF ALI KHAN SEEM MORE CONTENT THAN EVER?
#BrunchWithSaif
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BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS
To read Brunch stories online, log on to hindustantimes.com/brunch. Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter and Instagram

APPS FOR THE SOCIAL MEDIA JEDI
Love Instagramming your escapades?
Here are ﬁve apps that’ll help up your Insta game in style!

YEARS OF

Stuff You Said
Last Sunday

2004-2019

By Samreen Tungekar

#INSTAIMPORTANT
ALL HASHTAG: GENERATE, CREATE AND
ANALYSE TOP HASHTAGS

Hashtags are to
Instagram what water’s
to the planet: Super
important! All Hashtag
is an app that will let you
generate, optimise and
analyse the top hashtags
that you should use for
maximum traction.
Available on: Android
and iOS

is a bonus. Snapseed will also let you overlay
captions on your pictures in at least 38 different
fonts and styles.
Available on: Android and iOS

THE SUPER PLANNER
THE BUFFER: SCHEDULE POSTS
FOR LATER

REPOST: SHARING SOMEONE ELSE’S POST
WITH YOUR CROWD
Someone you follow has put up a post that you
want to share, and Instagram has an ethical
tool to let you do so, while crediting the original
poster. Repost for Instagram will allow you post
the picture or video and even the caption of the
said post.
Available on: Android and iOS

EDIT TO
PERFECTION
SNAPSEED: CLICK,
SUPER EDIT, REPEAT
A good photo editing app
is a necessity, and one that
lets you personalise filters
and save them to use again

This was fun. Awesome read. Great
pictures. Fab content. Talk about a story
befitting the personae. Well #ThisIsIt
#HestonInIndia @HTBrunch #BenchMark
@pandesandeep
Mini Mathur

Follow

@minimathur

ONE FOR THE MOVEMENT

“Once you reduce the people of your own
country to the status aliens or ‘the other’,
you go to war with yourself”
@ashvinkumar
@Soni_Razdan @HTBrunch #nofathersinkashmir
@minimathur

GIPHY: MAKING GIFS
A REALITY
The world in
general is big on GIFs
now. Using GIPHY, you
can scour through memes
and GIFs available on the
Internet and create your
own from your gallery.
Time to get creative!
Available on: Android
and iOS

WTF Curating the best of the Internet for your Sunday viewing beneﬁts
WATCH. TAP. FOLLOW.

TAP

Beautiful little columns by @ShobaNarayan and
@rehana_munir, perfect sunday morning read.
@HTBrunch. Keep it up
@indrajeetQuotes
Shoba Narayan has this incredible ability to move
you to tears with her writing. Her piece in today’s
@HTBrunch really hit home.
@XtinaLisa14

An ode to the ’90s
celebs, relationships
and the classic TV on
@90sperspective.

Find Hindustan Times Brunch on Facebook,
follow @htbrunch on Instagram or tweet to
@HTBrunch or...

Oops!...I Dad it Again
@NewDadNotes

WATCH
Shweta Tripathi’s letter to her
13-year-old self is a reminder of all
the struggles you grew out of from
your teenage times.
Cover photograph shot exclusively for
HT Brunch by BRAHMS DIRSIPO
Styling: MOHIT RAI
Make-up: NEELESH KOTHAVALE
Hair: SAGAR RAHURKAR
T-shirt, Zara; watch, IWC
Schaffhausen at Art of Time

Follow

[Watching Sesame Street]
Daughter: dada why is big bird so big?
Me: because he ate all his vegetables.
Daughter: oh.
Me: if you eat all your vegetables you
can be big like big bird.
Daughter: [whisper] not worth it.

EDITORIAL: Ananya Ghosh,
Drishti Vij, Jamal Shaikh
(National Editor – Brunch and
New Media Initiatives), Lubna
Salim, Samreen Tungekar,
Veenu Singh

DESIGN: Ashutosh Sapru
(National Editor, Design),
Amit Malik, Kishore Rawat,
Shailesh Sharma,
Sunil Kumar Mallik
(Art Director – Brunch)

LLOW
ilarious and
relatable dad
jokes among other
conversations on
Oops I Dad It Again!
(@NewDadNotes)
DROP US A LINE AT:
brunchletters@hindustantimes.
com or to 18-20 Kasturba
Gandhi Marg, New Delhi 110001

NOTE TO READERS:
The feature titled ‘A Brunch Focus’ is
a promotional article. We would like to
emphasise that no sponsored content
does or shall appear in any part of
Brunch without it being declared as
such to our valued readers.

Note: Some social media posts have been edited to correct spelling and grammar

CREDIT WHERE
IT’S DUE

There’s a time
and place for everything,
and sometimes life gets
in the way of your upload
schedule! The Buffer lets
you schedule and post
content on three of your
social media accounts for
free, and if you pay for
the app, you can access
easily up to five.
Available on: Android
and iOS

FOR ADVERTISING AND MARKETING ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:
National - Bhavna Darira: bhavna.d@livemint.com
North - Shaila Thakur: shaila.thakur@hindustantimes.com
West - Rekha Upreti: rekha.upreti@hindustantimes.com
South - Sharbani Ghosh: sharbani.ghosh@hindustantimes.com
Marketing/Events - Puneet Uppal: puneet.uppal@hindustantimes.com
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As Einstein famously proved, clocks
and calendars are not to be trusted
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y aunt N and uncle S
are generous contributors to the archive of
family anecdotes. Their
relationship with time, among
other things, is a source of endless
amusement to us all. Their disdain
for externally imposed schedules
is so pronounced that they’ve
missed flights – and even overstayed foreign visits – on account
of miscalculations. Not for them
the quotidian comforts of calendars and clocks. Moods and whims
govern these truly iconoclastic
folks. Consider the time they visited a theatre all of 500 metres away
from their home to watch the ‘historical’ Jodhaa Akbar (2008). “How
was it?” we asked feebly. “It was
okay,” S answered, unimpressed.
“Just a little long.” N sniggered at
her husband’s verdict. “You don’t
agree?” we prodded. “No. It’s just
that we reached the theatre after
the interval,” she revealed.

M

PUNCTUALLY YOURS
I’m finding it increasingly tough
to make it in time for meetings
and appointments these days.
That’s because I’m always before
time. The older I’m growing, the
more I’m reflecting my mother’s
puritanical approach to the
clock. I find myself spending an
inordinately long time in lobbies
and waiting rooms, cafés and

pavements, cursing myself for yet
another misjudgment. Where is
Mumbai’s legendary traffic when
you need it?
Tired of waiting, and knowing
that the object of the wait lurks
somewhere behind a glass door, I
send the guilty missive: “I’m sorry,
I’m embarrassingly early. Are
you ready to meet?” If it’s a work
meeting, then I walk in on the
meeter, quaffing breakfast hastily,
awkwardly offering me a bite out
of a soaking wet bowl of muesli.

beer and ice from Deepak Wines.
Sundry other duties crop up, from
thawing cutlets to greeting guests.
By the time the party actually
begins, I feel like my work there is
done. It’s time to hit the bed. Early.
I often ponder the practical manifestations of Einstein’s
Theory of Relativity. Time moves
five times slower in Goa; 7.5 times
slower during a summertime
power cut. Even on a three-day
long holiday, you can do everything there is to do (ocean dip,

TIME MOVES FIVE TIMES
SLOWER IN GOA AND 7.5 TIMES
SLOWER DURING A
SUMMERTIME POWER CUT
If I’m meeting friends, then I’m
invariably halfway through my
meal before they arrive. My not
inconsiderable social skills haven’t
yet reached the stage where I can
wait at a restaurant table, alone
and hungry, and not place an
order. I hope they never will.

E = MC2
Then there are the early arrivals
at parties. I’ve made a habit of
barging in at the time requested,
like some kind of heathen. Usually, the unprepared host jumps
into the shower upon seeing
me, requesting me to accept the

pork sausage chilly fry, gin and
tonic) three times over before
your afternoon nap. In the hills, a
similar principle operates. Only,
there the nights are three times as
long as the day. When the sun sets
behind the pines, thoughts about
human fragility and impermanence rise with the dark night of
the soul. Einstein proved all of
this, I swear.

THE AIRLINE
TIME HEIST
But since we’re talking about
how time feels, let’s spare a brief
moment for that alternate system

of time measurement known as
airline time. Once the plane has
landed thuddily, the spawn of
Satan in the row ahead has been
pacified by a ravaged parent, the
aircraft has finally stopped taxiing giddily, comes the triumphant
voice of the captain, gushing
about another on-time landing.
On time? That’s not counting
the 35-minute delay in take-off,
20-minute air traffic delay and
another seven minutes waiting
for the aerobridge to connect.
When you consult the ticket, you
realise that you’re somehow not
far from the printed ETA. How
did that just happen? What a
heist, airline maths! Just like the
airline food scam.
There are other modernday conundrums that make you
reconsider everything you think
you know about time. Why do 50over cricket games seem slower
than five-day ones? Does Monday
really just come once a week?
How many woman hours are
globally lost every year to the medieval torture technique known
as hair waxing? Is the Downton
Abbey movie anywhere close to
release? Sadly, calendars and
clocks can only give you the day
and time. It takes a Virginia Woolf
to reveal what it all truly means.
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
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Make-up: Neelesh Kothavale
Hair: Sagar Rahurkar
T-shirt, Zara; watch, IWC Schaffhausen
at Art of Time

JOIN IN THE
CONVERSATION USING
#BrunchWithSaif

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

YEARS OF
2004-2019

“Today, Bollywood
doesn’t revolve around
20-year-old college kids
any more. Even at 48,
I can play a
leading man!”

“I AM 48… I AM OLD!”

REALITY
CHECK!

SAIF ALI KHAN LOOKS BACK AND AT THE FUTURE,
CELEBRATES PLATFORM AGNOSTIC CINEMA
AND SHARES THE BEST LESSONS IN LIFE THAT
HE HAS LEARNT FROM HIS CHILDREN!
Text by Ananya Ghosh // Photos shot exclusively for HT Brunch by Brahms Dirsipo // Styling by Mohit Rai

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

12

“TIMTIM’S STYLE
GAME IS SPOT ON
& HIS HAIRSTYLE IS
BETTER THAN MINE!”

Saif Ali Khan on his
two-year-old son Taimur
being a media darling

Only two years old, Taimur Ali Khan,
son of Saif Ali Khan and Kareena
Kapoor Khan, is India’s most papped
celebrity. “Timtim is more mediasavvy than either me or Bebo,” says
Saif. “He calls the photographers
‘Mediawale’. He thinks Mediawale is a
name! One of his favourite games is to
point my camera at people. He will say
‘khichik khichik khichik’ and pretend
to be ‘Mediawale’!”
Mediawale had better watch out:
they might, one day, be out-papped
by their toddling victim!

“If you get trapped
in one thought, you
start to get old!”

Waistcoat and pants,
Scotch & Soda; shirt,
Prima Czar; watch, IWC
Schaffhausen at Art of
Time; shoes, Christian
Louboutin; socks,
Happy Socks

just by doing my work properly has
been therapeutic. There are always
actors who are ahead of their time,
but that’s kind of useless. The kind
of cinema that is happening in
Bollywood and the kind of roles I am
being offered now, it truly feels that
may be it is finally my time,” he says.
This optimism is not misplaced
although his last four films, Rangoon
(2017), Chef (2017), Kaalakaandi (2018)
and Bazaar (2019), failed the box office
test, and one of his biggest superhits
in recent times is Humshakals (2014), a
movie he later went on record to term
as one of his worst career mistakes.
“I’d like to take that back,” says
Saif. “I think I’d call Agent Vinod that
mistake. It was too Westernised. It was
my film, I produced it, so no one else
gets hurt there!” he laughs out loud.

THE KHAN OF
ALL THINGS

S

aif Ali Khan is not in the
mood to wear a suit. The
actor wants to shoot in his
comfy white kurta-pyjamas
instead. “But you will look old in it!”
says Jehan, his manager. “I am 48! I
am old!” Saif exclaims laughing.
Then he turns to me. “I don’t have
a problem with ageing at all. But I
would like to avoid being a grumpy
old man who is too stuck in his head
to appreciate new ideas. If you get
trapped in one thought, you start to
get old,” he says. “Thankfully, I don’t
have that. I think that has a lot to do
with my upbringing, my growing up
abroad and having two extremely

liberal parents who were from the
’60s. My mother is still modern and
my father was hyper liberal.”
Saif comes across as a person
who is truly enjoying his life right
now. “I am excited about my work. I
love going to work as much as I love
coming back home – I spend time

with my family, read books, cook at
times... what’s not to love!”
He is currently working on Bhoot
Police, Jawani Janeman, and Tanaji,
apart from the second season of
Netflix’s Sacred Games, and he seems
equally excited about each.
“The kind of success I have got

“EVERY ACTOR GOES THROUGH A
TIME WHEN EVERYONE IS INTERESTED
IN HIM. WHEN I WAS DOING THOSE
PEPSI ADS ETC., I WAS QUITE
SOUGHT-AFTER. BUT I FOUND MYSELF
RUNNING AWAY FROM IT ALL”

Often called the fourth Khan
of Bollywood, Saif never really
had the career trajectory or the
superstardom the top three Khans
enjoyed. But he is also associated
with some very interesting cult
films like Dil Chahta Hai (2001),
Ek Hasina Thi (2004), Being Cyrus
(2005), Omkara (2006), Love Aaj
Kal (2009), Aarakshan (2011), Go
Goa Gone (2013), and more recently
the deliciously dark Kaalakaandi.
And his realistic portrayal of the
pot-bellied Mumbai police inspector
Sartaj Singh in Sacred Games has
catapulted him right into the league
of extraordinary actors. He is the
first A-list Bollywood actor to do a
full-blown web series, but he has
never been afraid of new ideas.
“The entertainment world is
changing very fast. Money defines
how seriously things are taken.
Some of these things have big money
and big production value. These are
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cleverly done shows,” he says. “The
idea is to be platform agnostic. I like
the way Tom Hardy works. I would
wish to have a career like him.”
His career is rooted in the
hero-stereotype of the 1990s, but
Saif chooses roles with character,
even if it means being a supporting
actor in an ensemble cast. Today,
when Bollywood is slowly trading
its ‘superstars’ for ‘actors’, it is
not difficult to understand why
he is bubbling with excitement. “I
am enjoying the work I am doing
today more than I ever did before,
with the exception of Omkara,” he
says. “It is like I have broken down
a wall by accident and entered a
magical room! I have invested a lot
of time in reading up on acting,
and I think I now am actually
equipped to deliver.”

ACTOR FIRST
It is important to Saif to be a capable
actor. “I want to be creative without
fear or ego,” he says. “There are
so many different mediums, so
many kinds of roles; you need to
understand the requirement of each

LEARNINGS I
WANT TO PASS
ON TO SARA
Do not get too overwhelmed
by the affection showered on
you and do not let success go
to your head.
Be good to the paps because
their pages are where the
trolls reside.
Always keep your sense of
humour in control.
One bad box office choice
can change everything.

Saif’s daughter Sara, 23,
made her debut in 2018 and
her performances have been
much appreciated

without getting into a fixed image. I
see myself as an actor and not a star.”
This is difficult to believe. Can
anyone be immune to the charm of
superstar status? “Most successful
actors go through a time when
everyone is interested in them,” says
Saif. “When I was doing those Pepsi
ads, etc., I was quite a mainstream
sought-after hero. But I found myself
running away from it a little bit.”
So how does it feel to be
Bollywood’s fourth Khan? He breaks
into a hearty laugh: “Human nature
has a tendency to box. We are all
individuals. It is tempting to compare
us since we have a similar surname
but the similarity really ends there!
“As far as the other Khans go, the
most amazing thing about the stars of
the ’90s is their longevity, the ability
to still do so many interesting things.
And not just the Khans, look at Anil
Kapoor! I wonder how it must be to
have that kind of stardom! But may
be I am more alternate than these
guys,” he says thoughtfully.
Though he seems wistful
about missing superstardom by a
sliver, he knows it can be limiting.

“AS FAR AS THE
KHANS GO, THE
MOST AMAZING
THING ABOUT THE
STARS OF THE
’90S IS THEIR
LONGEVITY”
“Celebrities are like religion. Nobody
wants to see them in any other way.
Fortunately or unfortunately, I never
had that issue. I don’t know which
is better or which one I prefer. It is
actually a double-edged sword.
“You can be a star, and may be
you should be a star, but it’s important
that you are able to drop that image
and become the character when the
camera starts to roll. Also, I think
I am learning about my profession
pretty late in the day,” he says.

THE LATE BLOOMER
He recounts a recent conversation
with his mother, Sharmila Tagore.
“She said the other day at lunch:
‘When you came to Bombay to
join Bollywood, they must have
gotten the shock of their lives. They
were expecting Tiger Pataudi and
Sharmila Tagore’s son. The industry
is famous for its love for star kids.
And you presented yourself in the
worst possible way!’”
“And it is true. I’d had a
privileged life, but I have taken
my time to learn the craft. For
me, becoming an actor was a long

“The idea is
to be platform
agnostic. I like
how Tom Hardy
works. I would
wish to have a
career like him”

T-shirt, United Colors of Bennetton

WHAT MY KIDS
HAVE TAUGHT ME
Sara: “OOTD (Outfit Of
The Day). This moment
with Sara has actually
been captured on national
television [on Koffee with
Karan] for posterity.”
Ibrahim: “GOAT (Greatest
Of All Time). This has
nothing to do with the animal.
Imparting knowledge this time
was Ibrahim!”
Taimur: “I have realised that
Taimur’s style game is spot
on and his hairstyle is better
than mine. I should take notes!
I’ve learnt that my son is quite
possibly a bigger star than
me right now! I’m fairly sure I
never knew what ‘media’ meant
when I was a two-year-old.”

process. In fact, I actually thank my
profession for helping me develop as
a person. I was not one of the most
sorted of individuals when I started.
I think that is also what my mom
meant by that comment,” he says.
Perhaps the fact that his
parents were superstars gave
him a pragmatic attitude towards
stardom. “Sharmila Tagore
and Tiger Pataudi never took
themselves too seriously as stars,”
he says. “They were very serious
about their professions but they
knew which parts of it to take
seriously and which ones to not.”
But Saif has repeatedly had
headlines announcing his second
coming. Especially after Dil Chahta
Hai, a landmark film that turned Saif
into the poster boy of the metrosexual
man – a role he somewhat repeated
in films like Hum Tum (2004), Salaam
Namaste (2005), and Kal Ho Na Ho

(2003). “Dil Chahta Hai was a false
start. There should have been more
noteworthy changes and more
quickly. I don’t get it right always. I
am just bumbling along,” he admits.

TURNING TIMELESS
At 48, he’s set for new innings. “Today
Bollywood doesn’t revolve around
20-year-old college kids anymore, and
even at 48 I can play a leading man,”
he says. “Also, there is no such thing
as age being a deterrent to an actor.
Acting is timeless. The technique
only improves with time,” he adds.
But now that his daughter Sara
(Ali Khan) is in Bollywood, is he
ready to play his biological daughter’s
dad in films? Something Anil Kapoor
has been famously refusing to do
until very recently? “I understand
when Anilji says he doesn’t want to
play father to Sonam, although he
might have said that in jest,” says
Saif. “As actors you are not anyone’s
father or husband or boyfriend. You
are just an actor. I have no qualms
playing my age, and I definitely
wouldn’t mind playing Sara’s father
on screen but the role should be
interesting to me, not a gimmick.”
Whether he deliberately shied
away from stardom or stardom eluded
him, Saif has no qualms admitting
he wants to be part of commercially
viable films. “You can’t be financially
irresponsible,” he says. “I want to be
in the zone of a Gully Boy, a sensible
film that also made money.”
By his own admission, he’s now
so much evolved as an actor that he
can hardly identify with his Aashiq
Aawara (1993) and Main Khiladi Tu
Anari (1994) days. “I can’t remember
that part of my life at all. I think I’m
reborn,” says Saif. “Instead of being
called a ’90s hero, I’d like to think of
myself as a 2019 actor; though I’m a
person of a certain vintage.”
ananya.ghosh@htlive.com
Follow @Ananya1281 on Twitter
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The Gastronomic Perfectionist
Of all of the world’s greatest chefs,
Heston Blumenthal is the hardest
to categorise. From scientific
breakthroughs to recreating medieval
cuisine, he has done it all

I

t is usually not that difficult to tell a great chef from a
good one. A great chef will not just make delicious food
(that’s a given), but he will also create dishes that linger
in your memory. Some truly great chefs will change the
way in which other chefs (and the rest of us perhaps) look
at food. Michel Guérard taught the French that food could
be light and did not need flour-thickened sauces. Ferran
Adrià took many of the scientific techniques that the food
production industry used and customised them for restaurant kitchens. Alice Waters (or Jeremiah Tower, depending
on whose version you believe) taught Americans that fresh
ingredients were as important as cooking techniques. The
Troisgros brothers told French chefs that fish tasted better if
you cooked it a little less. And so on.
But the thing about great chefs is that there is nearly always one thing you remember them for. A great Japanese chef
will be famous for cooking the best rice in the world. Someone
like Alain Passard will be remembered for giving vegetables
pride of place in his kitchen. Massimo Bottura’s contribution
was to take simple Italian food and elevate it at a time when
other Italian chefs were Frenchifying their cuisine. Gaggan
Anand took the central flavours of Indian cuisine and created
dishes that we never imagined could exist, straddling the cuisines of the world, all the way from Japan to South America.
The surprising thing about Heston Blumenthal is that
though he is one of the world’s most famous chefs and the
greatest chef to come out of England in the last hundred
years, it is impossible to say what his style is or to isolate any
one contribution above all the others.
When he first sprang to fame two decades ago (he has
had three Michelin stars for over a decade now), the popular
press tried to link his food with the sorts of things that
Ferran Adrià was doing at El Bulli. There were
superficial similarities, to be sure.
Both men recognised that the very act of
cooking was a scientific process and built on
that realisation. But Adrià’s obsessions were
with form. A seemingly solid olive would turn
into a liquid in your mouth. A familiar flavour
would become a cloud of smoke. A ‘soil’ (a
powder) would turn out to taste of something you
recognised (a vegetable perhaps).

Photo: Rohit chawla
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three times lucky
Heston Blumenthal sprang to fame two decades ago and has had
three Michelin stars for over a decade now

at sea level
Scallops prepared by
chef Blumenthal on
his visit to India

Blumenthal, on the other hand, seemed less obsessed
with the alchemy of form. His real passion seemed to be
flavour. His most famous early success was Bacon and Egg
Ice Cream, which played up the egg in the custard that went
into the ice cream and then added nuggets of bacony flavour.
There was some technology involved. Blumenthal, more
than any other chef, popularised the use of liquid nitrogen
to turn the custard into ice cream within seconds. But he
did not do it to play with form – ice cream made that way is
smoother and tastes more like an ice cream should.
And though the ‘molecular cuisine’ tag (the term was
invented by a Frenchman Hervé This and neither Adrià nor
Blumenthal is keen on it) continued to dog him, it seemed
to be less and less appropriate. Blumenthal’s real
obsession appeared to be perfection. He did a TV
show dedicated on finding out how to create the
best fish and chips, the ideal steak and even a
perfect chicken tikka masala.
Then, as the media were still writing about
the food of the future and space age foams, Blumenthal went back a few centuries. His next
big venture, a large restaurant called Dinner at the
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spot on
Heston’s restaurant Dinner in London
recreates British food from the medieval era

he’s got the moves
The chef got the kind of response Mick Jagger
gets at the JW Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity

Mandarin Oriental hotel in London, recreated British food
from the medieval era. This time he did play with form. One
of his signature dishes was Meat Fruit, a plate of fruit that
looked so convincing that when you bit into it, you were
shocked to find that the ‘fruit’ had been created from chicken
liver mousse. The dish was historically authentic (even in
India during that era, nawabs prided themselves on getting
their cooks to make ‘pulaos’ that looked right but were
constructed entirely from sugar) but it always struck me
as being a witty riposte to the claims of so-called molecular
gastronomy. Yes it is clever to create a bogus olive from liquid
juices but hey, they were doing the same sort of thing, in
their own way, hundreds of years ago!
Dinner has become the restaurant Blumenthal is best
known for (The Fat Duck, his three-star restaurant in Bray
is booked up months in advance), but even as people focused
on his recreations of medieval food, one aspect of his quest
for perfection suddenly became so famous that many of those
who cook it now, don’t even realise he invented it.

T

he French are good with potatoes but most of their
great potato dishes involve a lot of dairy and a lot of
sieving (Joël Robuchon’s pommes puree for example).
When it comes to the humble chip – the French Fry – the best
they could do was cook it twice so that it crisped up nicely.
Blumenthal went a step further, understood the mechanics
of frying and created a triple cooked chip, perfectly, cooked
on the outside but full of a rich potato taste on the inside.
(This was at The Hind’s Head, the pub he owns near The
Fat Duck.)
While all of these culinary marvels have been hugely
influential, I got the sense, while talking to him last week
that as proud as he was of them, they seemed to matter less
and less.
Unlike many great chefs who are happy to ponce about
declaring that they are artists, Blumenthal is much more
obsessed with the guy who eats his food than he is with his
art. His ambition seems to be to offer his guests a complete
sensory experience, with taste being no more than the point
of entry. At The Fat Duck, guests are famously given headphones and told to listen to the sounds of the seaside while
eating seafood. But these days, even that has begun to worry
him. No two people have the same seaside experience: going
to the beach in St. Tropez is nothing like going to Juhu. So
how can he get the diner to cast his mind back to a personal
seaside experience?
It is a complicated question to which there is no real
answer. But, of all the great chefs I have interviewed he is the

gourmet king
Initially, Blumenthal’s
food was linked to
what Ferran Adrià
did at El Bulli

Blumenthal’s
ambition
seems to
be to offer
his guests
a complete
sensory
experience,
with taste
being no
more than the
point of entry
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Vir Sanghvi, log on to
hindustantimes.com/
brunch. Follow Vir on
Twitter at twitter.com/
virsanghvi
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the columnist are personal

reinventing the fry
Triple cooked chips, cooked on the
outside but full of rich potato taste inside

most willing to concede that our enjoyment of food or drink
depends on many factors other than just taste.
At a dinner he cooked at the JW Marriott in Delhi’s
Aerocity – he was here for the Marriott group’s Masters of
Marriott programme – I did a chat with him at the end of
the meal in front of an adoring audience. (He got the kind of
response Mick Jagger gets.)
When we were discussing how difficult it is to be objective about food, he suddenly asked the serving staff to give
every diner a glass of red wine. Then he asked us to think of
something happy and take a sip of wine. Next, he asked us to
think of something sad or horrible
and to try the same wine again.
It tasted significantly worse, the
audience conceded.
So that’s what food and drink
are about, he told them. It is as
much to do with your state of mind
as it is with the quality of what you
are eating and drinking. All your
senses and your emotions come
into play at the same time.
We had chatted for an hour
before the dinner began and hadn’t
even touched on food because I
got the distinct sense that having
a meaty disguise
achieved everything he possibly
Meat Fruit looks like a fruit
could in the food world before he
but is actually created
was 50 (the three stars, commercial
from chicken liver mousse
success, becoming a household
name, a successful TV career, Number One on the list of the World’s 50 Best Restaurants etc.), he
had begun to think beyond the kitchen.
He had studied Buddhist meditation, was fascinated by
the kabbalah and was training his own senses to the extent
that he sometimes feels he can smell the hormones (say
melatonin) that human beings secrete.
I have no idea where life will take Heston Blumenthal
next. At present he lives in idyllic surroundings in Provence
and is enjoying a spell of late fatherhood. His current obsession – and perhaps his favourite cooking ingredient – is
water. And though he will do what the business requires, I
don’t think money matters too much to him.
My guess is that one day he will take all of his current,
more thoughtful and wide-ranging interests and return to
the kitchen. And just as he shook up the cuisine world two
decades ago, the new Heston will lead a new gastronomic
revolution, one that comes from deep inside his entire being.
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Table For One
Eating out alone has its pleasures – but it’s not
the only activity you can enjoy on your own

I

’ve lost count of the number of people who look at me
pityingly when I say that I often head out to lunch – and
sometimes even dinner (shock! horror!) alone. Don’t you
have any friends, you sad little loser, their eyes seem to
say. Does your husband not love you enough to have a meal
with you? Why can’t you manage to rustle up even one lunch
companion from among the dozens of people you know?
Of course, they don’t say any of this aloud. Instead their
‘concern’ is expressed in any one of the following ways. Don’t I
feel embarrassed and exposed eating a meal on my own? How
can it be any fun going out to eat without having someone to
share the experience with you? Don’t you miss having someone
to talk to you while you are eating? And so on and on and on.
Well, the truth is while I enjoy eating out with my husband
(and do so all the time) and have great fun doing my ‘ladies
who lunch’ thing with my girlfriends, I also really, really enjoy
taking myself out for a meal ever so often. Sometimes, I take
along a book that I am currently immersed in, and bury my
nose in it as I make my way through starter, main course and
coffee. Sometimes I spend my time surfing on the Internet. And
then, there are times when I don’t put any barriers between
me and the world and simply indulge in one of my favourite
pastimes: people-watching.
In fact, I love people-watching while eating so much that I
even have my own phrase for it. I call it ‘catching the cabaret’,
and as a speculative exercise there is no beating it. Is the teenage
couple seated to the left of me breaking up or is it just another
regular fight in a volatile relationship? That middle-aged couple
seated next to the window? Are they eating in companionable
silence because they have been married so long that they have
nothing left to say to one another? That group of loud young men
having a largely liquid lunch? How many of them will leave the
table sober? And why is it that the decibel level of a kitty party
group is always higher than that of any other?
But while eating out on my own is a fun thing to do, so too
are a whole host of other activities.
Shopping, for one. Most of my friends enjoy going out
shopping in a group so that they can have the benefit of other
people’s opinions on the things they try on. And they have a
point: you can’t really ask a shop attendant, “does my bum look
big in this,” and expect an honest answer. But frankly, if you
feel impelled to ask that question, then take it from me, your
bum does look big in it. As far as I am concerned, my eye is the
only one that matters when I go shopping.
I am also one of those people who find browsing in shops and
window-shopping a complete waste of time. My modus operandi
when I go shopping is to make a list of what I want, make a
beeline for it, make my choice, pay up and head home. Spending
hours looking at merchandise I am never going to buy – which
is what inevitably happens while shopping with a group – is my
idea of hell. So, solo shopping trips are what work best for me.
The same goes with exercise, whether it is a yoga or Pilates
session or a walk in the park. With both yoga and Pilates
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SOLITARY REAPER
The writer loves people-watching while eating alone so much that she has
coined a phrase for it – ‘catching the cabaret’

There is
a certain
meditative
quality to
mindlessly
chopping
vegetables,
stirring a
curry or
even getting
ingredients
together to
bung into
the oven
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I prefer to set my own pace, rather than try to slow down
or speed up to keep up with a group of people. And when I
am out for a walk, I like the idea of spending some time in
contemplative silence or just listening to my own thoughts
rather than chattering away with a friend or two.
I also find solitude restorative when I am in the kitchen
so cooking, for me, is always a solo activity. After spending
the whole day with people, there is something therapeutic
about finding yourself alone in front of the stove at the
end of the day. There is a certain meditative quality to
mindlessly chopping vegetables, stirring a curry or a risotto,
or even getting ingredients together to bung into the oven.
Turn on some music, pour yourself a glass of wine, and
suddenly cooking seems like fun rather than just another
chore to get through.
The one thing I haven’t tried my hand at yet is watching
a movie alone, though those who do so swear by it. There
is no distracting chat from those accompanying you, and
nobody steals your popcorn after refusing to order their own.
But somehow I don’t think this would work for me. For one
thing, a cinema hall is always full of people, even if you have
ventured out alone. And for another, these people are always
doing annoying things like taking phone calls, or texting or
even chatting to one another. So watching a movie in a hall can
never truly be a solitary activity.
Which perhaps explains why I have become such a fan
of streaming services like Netflix and Amazon Prime Video,
which give you the movie experience in the privacy of your
home and the comfort of your sofa, where you can binge
away to your heart’s content. And where the popcorn is far,
far cheaper.
Journalist and author Seema Goswami has been a columnist with HT Brunch since 2004
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ou’ll remember from school that you can’t divide
a number by zero. It’s why I couldn’t calculate the
mileage of the Volvo XC90 T8 because after 147km, the
petrol it consumed was 0.0 litres. It came to the office
with around half a tank of petrol, and a week later, it went back
with the same half tank. Sounds crazy, doesn’t it? But it’s quite
possible in a plug-in hybrid, which can be driven a fair distance
using just electricity.

SLOWLY DOES IT
Plug-in hybrids combine a petrol engine with an electric motor,
just like a conventional hybrid, but the difference with a plug-in is
that it carries a large battery that can be charged from electrical
outlets and this is what gives it the extra range.
Now the plan was to use the XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid for a
working week without using a drop of fuel. Ground zero was the
Autocar office where we’ve just fitted our first fast charging unit,
which no doubt will be used by us a lot in the future. A full charge
gives the big Volvo a handy range of 40km and making the task
of driving only on electricity easier is the fact that I don’t live far
from the office. A round trip is only 16km, so with full charge at
the office I could do the daily back and forth drive without having
to recharge at home.
It takes me just 30 seconds to unplug the T8’s thick umbilical
chord-like charging cable before I haul myself up into the
high but comfy driver’s seat. But first things first. I toggle
the Drive Mode controller to ‘Pure’, which drives the car
only with the 87hp electric motor. I ease the big Volvo out

ON SLEEP MODE The trick to stay completely in electric
mode and keep the engine from waking up is to use minimal
accelerator pedal inputs
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hormazd sorabjee

of our parking bay with a gentle prod of my right foot. The thing is
On the
that even in Pure mode, if you flex your foot hard, the petrol engine
highway you
kicks in because the hybrid system thinks you want instant power.
So, the trick to stay completely in electric mode and keep the
quickly run
out of charge, engine from waking up is to use minimal accelerator pedal inputs.
and the hybrid SHORT AND SWEET
On the first day, it took me around 40 minutes to do the 8km run
advantage is
home; this works out to an average speed of 16kph, which is pretty
negated by
much the rush hour norm on the choked streets of Mumbai.
the T8’s small However, the range dropped to around 17km by the time I got home,
with the hybrid peripheral battery cooling and air-conditioning
fuel tank
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systems chewing up a fair amount of juice. Would I make it back to
work the next morning without running out of charge?
I left early, traffic was smooth and flowing, and it took me
just 25 minutes to reach the charging dock at the office, with
enough charge left for around 5km. Cutting it fine? If it were a
pure electric car, you would be in a state of total panic, but with
a hybrid, you always have a tank of fuel to fall back on and that’s
why a plug-in hybrid makes such sense.
For the next five days, I used the T8 not just for the office
to home run, but also for short runs to the club, dinner
engagements, press conferences and the like, charging the car
every time I got back to the office. It never ran out of juice and
I never had to fall back on the engine to get me home. In fact, I
never even heard what the engine sounded like.
Yes, it’s a different story on the highway where you quickly
run out of charge, and the hybrid advantage is negated by the
T8’s small fuel tank and the engine’s thirst for fuel.
It’s only on short runs that plug-in hybrids really shine and
make a lot of sense. More than anything, my zero emissions
week with a massive SUV left me with a nice, guilt-free feeling
that lingers on.

Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior and much
loved auto journalists in India, and is editor of Autocar India

The views expressed by the
columnist are personal
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User experience

From cargo pants that oFFer durability to Fun-looking Fanny packs,
here are siX pieces that marry Form With Functionality
Text by Drishti Vij // Photos by Farhan Hussain // Styling by Jahnvi Bansal

W

hen Karan Johar wanted to gift Kajol a
designer handbag, the first question she
asked, much to KJo’s horror, was whether
the bag had a zip in the front and back. The
44-year-old’s disdain for fancy bags, as revealed
on the show Koffee with Karan, was something
of a highlight. From structured cages and heavy
petticoats to floor-length gowns worn over tight
corsets, dressing up was once a tedious affair for
women. But, thankfully functionality is no longer
a fantasy. And, fashion’s current mood – practical
over pretty – is giving style-makers their long-due
reality check. “Perhaps, this is the reason why
Indian clothes like kurtas have pockets now. There
are leather tabs that help you roll up your sleeves
and that always makes clothes easy-to-wear and
comfortable. These are essential to any garment,”
says fashion designer Ragini Ahuja. For the new
millennium, beautiful, in the words of Belgian
polymath Dries Van Noten, is the only thing that’s
boring. And, this turnover of aesthetics – from
ostentatious to pragmatic – is surely resurrecting
the past but it’s also leading the way to future.

oVeralls For all

make pockets
your best Friends
Once worn by workers as
protective garments, the modern
iterations of overalls can now be
donned while running errands.
Plus, ditch your handbags and
stuff all you want in its pockets!
Wear it to: “A red carpet if it’s a chic boiler
suit or for running errands,” says fashion
stylist Rishi Raj.
Offers form and function by: “Being really
comfortable because it’s basically like a
jumpsuit. It offers pockets on your outfit for
carrying things like a lipstick or your keys.
You don’t need a bag,” he says.
Style it with: “A peasant blouse for a
bohemian look. You can also wear it with a
bustier to look sexy,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A heavy person with a nonbulky style and a skinny person in something
with details,” says Rishi.

Model:
Apeksha Verma
(Runway Lifestyle)
Make-up and hair:
Leeview Biswas
Styling assistant:
Chandni Agarwal
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Jumpsuit and coat, Pero;
shoes, H&m

Top, skirt and fanny
Top,Cord
abraham &
pack,
Thakore; pants, Payal
Khandwala; shoes,
Boots and Buckles

the two-in-one jacket

the fanny pack returns

turn it inside out
for a new look

keep it close with
the revised belt bag

Wear a reversible jacket for the
happiness of two outfits in one!

This old-time tourist essential will keep
your hands free at all times and keep
all the valuables close and safe

Wear it to: “Office. You could even wear
it to a wedding if you wear it with a sari,”
says Rishi.
Offers form and function by: Giving
you the option of owning two outfits in one
jacket. “You can sport a blingy look for a
party and reverse it to a casual look for a
lunch,” he says.
Style it with: “Saris, jumpsuits or trousers
– you can throw it over anything but do not
look frumpy. Make sure your look is clean
and appropriate,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A curvy person if the
jacket is fluid. Don’t choose a boxy silhouette
if you’re skinny,” he says.

“a fanny pack
can keep
all your
valuables like
keys, Money,
passport
and it always
reMains close
to your body.
so, your hands
will be free at
all tiMes!”

Wear it to: “Lunch, brunch or even the boardroom
if you’re working in a creative space. It’s a versatile
bag,” says fashion designer Ragini Ahuja.
Offers form and function by: “Instantly uplifting
your outfit and it’s so easy to travel with as well.
It’s really comfortable to carry if you don’t feel
like carrying a bigger bag. You can keep all your
valuables like keys, money, passport and it always
remains close to your body. So your hands will be
free at all times,” she says.
Style it with: “A tonal outfit if you’re sporting a
bright-coloured fanny pack,” she suggests.
Works best for: “All body types. You can wear it
around your waist to highlight it. And, if you’re
not comfortable with that then wear it around your
shoulder,” says Ragini.

—ragini ahuja,
fashion designer
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Fashion
Shirt, Rara avis; pants;
Nicobar; Boots, H&m;
Jewellery, En Inde

Top and bottom, Rajesh
Pratap Singh; bag,
Osh bags; shoes, from
Sarojini Nagar

The comeback oF cargo panTs

a Timeless ToTe For all weaThers

combaT The need
For backpacks
wiTh These new
sTaTemenT Trousers

bid adieu To chips
and sTains

Update your style with an old wardrobe
staple – cargo pants. They will take you
from a hike to a hip night out!
Wear it to: “An evening out with your friends when you
want to look edgy, or a lazy Sunday lunch,” says Ragini.
Offers form and function by: “Be it concealed or nonconcealed, cargo pants have so many pockets and that’s
the best part about it. They’re easy to wear. And, it can
look like a statement piece with leather details,” she says.
Style it with: “A basic white kurta or shirt as black
cargo pants in linen works great with these,” she feels.
Works best for: “All body types, but keeping the
construction in mind is important. Something sleeker
would look good on a curvy person as opposed to a style
with bulging pockets that might look great on someone
who is petite,” advises Ragini.

Come rain, hail or shine, a
weatherproof tote will keep you
prepared for all seasons
Wear it to: “Your vacation. Tote bags can be worn
every day, from office to when you’re going out
shopping,” says fashion designer Kanika Goyal.
Offers form and function by: “It’s size. While
these type of totes do not offer many pockets but
the size allows you to stuff a lot of things. One
should buy it for its space,” says Kanika.
Style it with: “A funky outfit like one from
Moschino,” suggests Kanika. “They’re easy to
carry but attract a lot of attention,” she adds.
Works best for: “An environment where you
know it might rain any time” says fashion designer
Sonal Verma.
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“CYCLING SHoRTS
offER EaSE
of movEmENT
bECauSE of
LYCRa aNd
THEY’RE duRabLE
aNd SWEaTRESISTaNT Too”
—SoNaL vERma, faSHIoN

Jacket and shorts,
H&M; shoes and bag,
Rara Avis

dESIGNER

CYCLING SHoRTS +
SHIRTS WITH XL PoCKETS

STaY REadY
foR a vaCaY
Sport the bike-everywhere
style on your vacation
Wear it to: “Brunches, lunches
or even meetings if they’re in fabrics
for suits. It’s a great vacation musthave as they’re really comfortable,”
says Sonal.
Offers form and function by:
“Offering ease of movement because
of Lycra and they’re durable and
sweat-resistant too,” says Sonal.
Style it with: “Oversized shirts
or long jerseys with large pockets.
Activewear can look great outside the
gym as well,” says Kanika.
Works best for: “Women with toned
legs,” she concludes.
drishti.vij@htlive.com
Follow @VijDrishti on Twitter
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ISTANBUL, THROUGH
THE LOOKING GLASS

CULTURE HUB
Galata is a lively neighbourhood with
the 14th-century Galata Tower, bars,
family-run restaurants and small shops

A walk down the lesser-known back lanes
unfolds the city that ﬁnds favour in the writings
of the bestselling author Orhan Pamuk
Text and photos by Karishma Upadhyay
t’s the kind of day Orhan Pamuk
would approve of – a grey morning with a dull sky, threatening
rain. In Istanbul: Memories and
the City, his largely autobiographical memoir, Pamuk writes, “I have
always preferred the winter to
summer in Istanbul. I love the early
evenings when autumn is slipping
into winter, when the leafless trees
are trembling in the north wind, and

I

neighbourhood. Or, maybe, I have
been reading too much Pamuk
(there’s no such thing, though!)
before my trip to Istanbul. His books
are as grounded in the city of his
birth, as were those of Dickens in
London, Joyce in Dublin or Naguib
Mahfouz in Cairo. In the philosophical thriller My Name is Red he takes
us to 16th century Istanbul while
in The Museum of Innocence he

SAHAFLAR CARSISI OR THE USED BOOK
BAZAAR WAS PAMUK’S REGULAR HAUNT
IN THE EARLY ’70S WHEN HE WAS
STUDYING ARCHITECTURE
people in black coats and jackets are
rushing home through the darkening streets”.
There’s a sense of melancholy
that courses through the winding
streets along the remains of the
city’s ancient walls in the Fatih

ON VIEW An exhibit at The Museum
of Innocence where each display
corresponds to one of the 83 chapters
of the eponymous book

TREASURE TROVE The used book
bazaar Sahaflar Carsis is located
on the same side of the Bosphorus

explored upper class Istanbul of
the 1970s and ’80s and in whimsical
Other Colours: Essays and a Story,
he gives us a glimpse of the Istanbul
he lives in.

FACT MEETS FICTION
Born in Istanbul in 1952, Pamuk is
the acclaimed author of 13 books,
nine of which have been translated
into English. In 2006, he was awarded
the Nobel Prize. My recent ramble

MADE FOR MEMORIES
A copy of The Museum of Innocence
that’s signed by fans from across
the world
MAY 5 2019
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thErE’S A SENSE oF MELANChoLY
thAt CourSES through thE
WINdINg StrEEtS ALoNg thE
rEMAINS oF thE CItY’S ANCIENt
WALLS IN thE FAtIh NEIghBourhood

ps

through this ever-changing city
was an attempt to see and understand what fascinates Pamuk about
Istanbul. I start in the labyrinth of
cobbled lanes in the Fatih district,
which used to be Constantinople. Of
the neighbourhood, Pamuk wrote
in his memoir ‘beauty resides in its
crumbling city walls, in the grass,
ivy weeds and the trees I remember
growing from the towers and the
walls… these sad, now vanished,
ruins that gave Istanbul its soul’.
This was once home to the city’s
Greek and Jewish communities but
today is predominantly Muslim and
ultra conservative. Headscarves are
the norm and not wearing one immediately made me stand out as the outsider. The locals couldn’t have been
nicer. Old women smiled broad toothy
smiles seeing me huff and puff up
steep climbs and a group of old men
sitting outside the neighbourhood
teashop left their backgammon game
midway to show me the right way
to one of the city’s often overlooked
historical sites the Kariye Muzesi.
The difference between the
heart of Fatih, where abandoned
wooden buildings sagged against
one another for the lack of love and
the restored Ottoman houses, prettily painted in pastel colours closer
to the Kariye is stark. The walls and
ceilings of the Kariye are adorned
with iridescent murals depicting the
life of Christ. I get an audio guide to
help me follow the correct order of
the mosaics from the Day of Judgment through to the Resurrection.
Look out for the stunning mural in
the apse of the Astasis or Resurrection of Christ where he is pulling
Adam and Eve out of their tombs.

A short taxi ride away, on the
same side of the Bosphorus, is the
Sahaflar Carsisi. This used-book
bazaar was Pamuk’s regular haunt
in the early ’70s when he was
studying architecture and was an
aspiring painter. A few lanes away
from the tourist-magnet that is the
Grand Bazaar, a book market that
has been a literary hub since the
Byzantine ruled these parts. In the
courtyard between the Bayezid
mosque and the Grand Bazaar,
dozens of narrow bookstalls display
everything from Turkish textbooks,
new fiction bestsellers, holy books
and old manuscripts. In the center
of the bazaar is a bust of Ibrahim
Müteferrika, the first Ottoman
printer. I leave the bazaar through
another gate that takes me through
an even smaller market for old
coins. Like Pamuk’s books, they
give me a glimpse into a bygone era
of the crossroad of continents.

Food For thought
I make my way to the banks of the
Golden Horn towards the Galata
Bridge that historically joined
Europe and Asia. Along the banks, I
stop to buy a Simit (a chewy, circular
Turkish bread topped with sesame,
a popular street food, along with
roasted chestnuts) slathered with a
chocolate hazelnut spread and take
in the scene – ferries laden with
tourists float down the Bosphorus;
dozens of fishing rods just past the
railing of the bridge; the fishermen
smoke, chat and sip tea; and, the fish

sweet tooth
When in Istanbul, dig into a sweet
cream profiterole drowned in
chocolate custard

true devotion
Fans of the Pamuk’s book The museum of
Innocence carry copies as the ticket in Chapter
83 gives them free entry to the museum

Greek favourite
moussaka too has béchamel as
one of its ingredients moussaka
tochamemel as one of its ingredien

restaurants under the bridge are
packed with hungry patrons.
On the south side of the Golden
Horn, set among the narrow lanes
in the Beyoglu neighbourhood is
where the yoghurt seller Mevlut
in A Strangeness In My Mind sold
his wares. It is here that Pamuk unveiled his most ambitious project –
a multi-media museum inspired by
his most famous fictional work The
Museum of Innocence. A time capsule of ’70s Istanbul, this museum
brings to life the ill-fated love story
of Kemal and Füsun. In the novel,
Kemal is so consumed by the forbidden love for beautiful Füsun, he
collects all the objects that belong to
her. The real life museum is home
to all objects fictional Kemal collected. There are all 4213 of Füsun’s
cigarette stubs, lipsticks, a girl’s
shoes, cinema tickets, photographs
of people long forgotten and, even,
a replica of Kemal’s bedroom in
the attic. Curated chronologically
according to chapters in the book,
the objects are displayed in 83 glass
cases on the walls in darkened
rooms. By extension, the museum,
like the book, invokes a deep sense
of sadness and melancholy for a
time long gone.
My last stop for the day is the
famous Inci Patisserie, where
Kemal and Füsun meet to make
plans for their future. Very little
has changed since Inci first
introduced profiteroles to Instanbulites in the 1940s.

wall of fame
Pride of place among the displays
goes to 4,213 cigarette butts that
were smoked by Füsun
Over a dainty cup of Turkish
coffee and a portion of cloyingly
sweet cream profiteroles drowned
in chocolate custard, I found myself thinking about hüzün (a Turkish word for melancholy). In his
memoir, Pamuk writes, “…hüzün,
which denotes a melancholy that
is communal rather than private.
Offering no clarity; veiling reality
instead, hüzün brings us comfort,
softening the view like the condensation on a window when a tea
kettle has been spouting steam on
a winter day. Steamed-up windows
make me feel hüzün, and I still
love getting up and walking over to
those windows to trace words on
them with my finger.
As I trace out words and figures
on the steamy window, the hüzün
inside me dissipates, and I can relax;
after I have done all my writing and
drawings, I can erase it all with the
back of my hand and look outside.
But the view itself can bring its own
hüzün. The time has come to move
towards a better understanding of
this feeling that the city of Istanbul
carries as its fate.”
brunchletters@hindustantimes.com
Follow @HTBrunch on Twitter
Karishma Upadhyay is a journalist
based in Mumbai who writes about
films and travel
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A BRUNCH FoCUs
LUX, LiriL & Pears body wash

Photos: Amit KhAnnA | LC: J W mArriott, Juhu
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Rejuvenate youR
Sun-dayS

LADIES pAmpER YOuRSElf tHIS SummER
WItH fRESH AnD AROmAtIc BAtH WASHES
By Anusha Dandekar

I

am a total outdoor person, so even on a hot summer day I love
staying out as much as I can. Staying outdoors comes with a lot of
benefits including getting enough sunlight, which is important for
the body in addition to that feeling of being active all day long. A
lot of us may want to stay indoors, away from the heat, but why do that
when you have so much to do out there in the sun? One of my favourite
rituals on an off-day is to get ready for an outing with friends and it starts
with an indulgent shower featuring a body wash, a loofah and of course
aqua. I love using different body wash fragrances
for different seasons. Come summer and I stick to a
3 sTEPs
body wash that has a fresh-smelling scent. Isn’t that
what summer should be all about, freshness and
To A
FRAGRANT, fragrance? Sometimes I get out of the door smelling
so good thanks to my body wash, that by the time I
soFT AND
get back home in the evening I still smell fragrant!
GLoWING
I am not a fan of soap bars, if the weather is
sKIN
too hot they dry out and if it is too moist they get
squishy and God help you if you are the type that
Step 1: Pour
tries using soap on a loofah – it can get so messy. It’s
a little
so much easier to pour a few drops of body wash
on to your loofah and foam away. Summertime also
means travelling – an activity that I love. One thing
I never forget to pack is my body wash, which is so
much easier to carry as compared to a bar of soap
that can sometimes get crushed under the weight
of your luggage’s contents. Travelling makes me
Step 2: Foam
happy and if you ladies are really looking forward to
a lot
adventure, then I suggest doing solo trips to places
you have never been to before.
It’s important to pick the right body wash with
the right smelling fragrance – one that suits you.
Some body washes have very strong scents that
tend to dry your skin out. I prefer picking up citrusy
fragrances for my summer bath indulgence. After
Step 3: Shower
a long day of shooting in the sun I look forward
for soft skin
to taking a shower with a body wash that leaves
me smelling fresh and perfumed in addition to
completely rejuvenating me.
So ladies, pamper yourself this summer with
fresh and aromatic bath washes and go out and
have fun in the sun!
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’COZ EVERYONE’S TALKING ABOUT THE KETO DIET

3 REASONS YOU

SHOULD TRY KETO
he global crisis of obesity
is growing and it’s not surprising that the number of diets for
weight loss are only proliferating.
One of the most popular ones is
the ketogenic or keto diet.
Based on a strict control
of carbohydrates (less than
50g per day), high on fat and
adequate protein, the ketogenic
diet helps to maintain stable
blood sugar levels, which help
the body break down fat.
But remember, a Mediterranean type of diet works
better in the long run.

T

1 Opt for keto diet if you are
unable to lose weight with the
traditional diet protocols. For
instance, the keto diet corrects
insulin resistance that leads to
metabolic syndrome, which is a
cluster of factors including insulin
resistance, high blood pressure,
cholesterol and abdominal fat.

2 It helps people with food
sensitivities like wheat and
gluten as well as those suffering from autoimmune problems like thyroid disorders.
3 This diet helps people
whose body fat percentage is very high as it helps
lower body fats and thereby
improves body composition.

DO REMEMBER
Keto works best for those
with a family history of
morbid obesity and diabetes,
but should not be undertaken by those with serious
medical conditions like
heart or kidney disease.
—Ishi Khosla
Ishi Khosla is a clinical
nutritionist and founder of
Whole Foods India

3 REASONS YOU

Rediscover AD

SHOULD AVOID IT!
1 Keto is hard (60 to 75 per cent
fat, 15 to 30 per cent protein, and
five to 10 per cent carbs – a ratio
most people, don’t get right). If
you are not finding it tough,
you’re probably not doing
it right!
2 The risk of ingest-

gets dangerously low, and this
could lead to severe deficiencies
of some essential nutrients.

INSTEAD,
TRY THESE
THREE THINGS

1. Focus on food groups like
protein, carbs and fats and start eating real foods; your calorie intake (and
weight) will take care of itself.

ing an enormous
amount of fat is huge
(bad news for your
2. Follow the ‘eat all foods’ plan. Just eat
health). Plus such
more of the good and less of the bad.
low-carb diets come at
3. Focus on ‘Habit Change’. Identify
an incredibly steep
one or two wrong habits
price – temporary weight
every week and work on
loss in exchange for a
modifying them.
lowered lifespan.
3 This is clearly an “unbalanced” diet. There’s almost
no fruit allowed, unless one
ensures eating a ton of leafy
green vegetables, the fibre intake

—Kavita Devgan
Kavita Devgan is a Delhi-based,
Nutritionist, Weight Management
Consultant and author of Ultimate
Grandmother Hacks and Don’t
Diet! 50 Habits of thin people
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PERSONAL AGENDA

Musician

Louiz
Banks
DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

February 11

Aquarius

PLACE OF BIRTH

HOME TOWN

Kolkata

Darjeeling

SCHOOL/COLLEGE
St. Robert’s High School/
St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling

FIRST BREAK Forming my own band, The
Louis Banks Brotherhood, in Kolkata (1971)
HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE
Meeting jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie and touring
with him as his pianist. That’s when I met my wife
Lorraine and fell in love with her too!

LOW POINT OF YOUR LIFE
When my mum and dad passed away
Photo: NEIL BANKS
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If not a musician, what would
you have been?
I’d have been a painter.
What, would you say, is the best
thing about being a musician?
Being in the presence of divinity.
Tell us which is your most loved
romantic number?
Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven.
And a Bollywood song that’s
your absolute favourite...?
Yeh Vaada Raha by RD Burman
from the film of the same name.
What’s the best thing about jazz?
Jazz defines freedom and it is
challenging, highly stimulating
and spiritual at the same time.
That’s what our celebration of the
International Jazz Day at the
NCPA showcased.

A piece of advice you would
want to give to young, aspiring
musicians...?
Practice, practice and practice!
The best way to connect with
your fans is...?
By giving your best performance.
How active are you on
social media?
I’m a regular WhatsApp guy and
I occasionally visit Facebook for a
good laugh. I’m not very active on
Instagram and Twitter though.
When you are not creating
music, you are…?
Watching movies as well as
engrossing serials.
What’s your favourite
travel destination?
New York.

The best thing about
marriage is...?
Being forever in love.
Name a musician you would love
to perform with.
Yo-Yo-Ma. He’s an amazing
cello player.

MY FAVOURITES
Indulgence: Belgian chocolates (that
I’m not allowed to eat!)
City: Mumbai
Food: Chinese
Movie: Song Without End (1960)
and West Side Story (1961) .
Music apps: Sibelius,
Finale and Logic Pro

One achievement you are really
proud of...?
That I was able to convert
my passion for music into a
successful career.
What is your strategy in a crisis?
Stay calm and look for the nearest
fire exit.
The first thing you do when you
wake up in the morning...?
Do a couple of stretches and then go
and sit on the throne.
And, the last thing before you
fall sleep...?
Browse on my iPad till I start to
doze off.
Finally, how do you de-stress?
By playing the piano.
Interviewed by Veenu Singh
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AMRITSAR
‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW
Juhi Chakraborty

overwhelmed with the love
that the audience give me.

or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature humour.
He tells us, he had wanted
to be a cop or a singer, if not a
comedian. Excerpts:

You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years. What’s
the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love that
I got (upon return) was
immense, my audience
welcomed me with open arms.
Obviously without my
mother’s
blessings,

F

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make millions
laugh with your wit and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky. My
passion is my profession, and
I’m thankful for that. The
instant response that you
get from people is great,
and I’m extremely

nothing would have been
possible — she is my pillar of
strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the comedian,
changed after marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.
Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her for
the first time in college, I saw
that her comic timing on stage
was very good. She is my
critic. She is also my biggest
fan and laughs on almost all
my jokes.

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Which celebrity
guest has been the
most sporting on
your show?
All my guests

STOP PRESS

A comedy film you’d have loved to
do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Rishabh Suri
rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

have been very supportive and
fun, but one person who I
adore is Dharam paaji (actor
Dharmendra). When my show
was just starting out, no one
really wanted to be a part of it,
but he came on my show, and
it got a lot of love and
appreciation.

Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar

Vivian Dsena

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T
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live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital
space: Farah Khan
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and
commercial potboilers,
filmmaker Farah Khan now
plans to explore the territory
that she hasn’t charted yet —
the OTT platforms. She is
turning a producer for a film
that her husband Shirish
Kunder is directing for the
web space.
But more on that later.
First, we ask her when will
she direct a film again, for it
has been four years since her
last release, Happy New Year?
Turns out she is itching to do
so.
“I have taken a four-year
gap now and my motivation is
to do a film that I’d absolutely
love doing. Every morning,
when I wake up, there should
be a big smile on my face,” she
says, adding, “The process of
making a movie can either be
truly enjoyable or stressful;
for me, it has to be the former,
because at times, it takes an
entire year of my life.... On
several days I don’t get to see
my kids (triplets, Anya, Diva
and Czar, who are 11 years
old) and I can’t go on holidays,
so it must really excite me.”
And then came this script
that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The
script was with another
producer for almost two
years. But nothing worked
out on that front even when
they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything
worked out for us,” she says.
And digital was the apt
space for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt the
team. “Everything is much
bigger on the digital medium.
At that point, Jacqueline also
wanted to do something
beyond what she had done so
far, so it fell into place,” she
shares.
Despite the immense reach
of the OTT platforms, they are
no threat to the box office
business. “When the
television came in the 50-60s,
for years they kept saying the
films will now be over but the

K

business has just grown.
When the internet came, they
said the same thing. And now
with the advent of the digital
space, the same stuff is being
said. The thing is, the need for
content is going to grow. The
kids from this generation are
tech savvy, but for films like

Everyone wants to be on the digital space because
there is so much quality one gets on the digital
platform that one has to really up the ante in that
department. Some of the shows are bloody brilliant.
FARAH KHAN FILMMAKER

Avengers, people will still
flock the theatres. The
business is booming, so films
are not going to be threatened.
Everyone wants to be on the

digital space because there is
so much quality stuff, one has
to really up the ante,” says the
filmmaker.
n

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez
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A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

DRIFTING AWAY FROMYOUR
PARTNER? IT’S TIMEYOU
DROP THESE HINTS
MAKE LESS EFFORTS

uilding a relationship
requires a lot of efforts.
During the initial phases,
it may seem like your life is a
bed of roses as your partner
makes all the efforts to woo
you. However, if your
partner’s interest is withering
away, that’s when you need to
give signs to your partner that
you’re not feeling the same
way. Experts share some
hints that you can drop to
your partner either to make
the relationship work or to
find out whether your partner
is enjoying your company or
not.

The moment you notice that
your partner has stopped
making as many efforts as he
or she used to do in the
beginning of the relationship,
you
need to stop making efforts
too. In that case, the person
will either realise your
importance or will remain
unaffected. If the
latter is true, it is time to face
the moment of truth.

B

START GOING OUT ON
YOUR OWN
Partners are usually
dependent on each other

even if the person is there
with you or not.
(With inputs from
relationship experts Pulkit
Sharma and Jai Madan)

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two

F

years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding. “I am living
my dream working with one of
the best production houses
and having my show air on the
biggest channel. I don’t want
to break the flow by taking a
break for 15-20 days [for my
wedding],”
g], he adds.

Poonam
nam Preet
ree

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
beware of it because apart
from having the lordship of
two houses, it also aspects
(drishti) the Karaka of five
houses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
9th and 10th house. Which
means that if Jupiter as a
Karaka gets placed in any of
these houses, it tends to
destroy the significations of
that house (Karaka Bhav
Nashayay) as it has such a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
tri
eaponry like law,
lculations, stealth, and
unningness, to lay its claim.
iis easy to spot those who get
ominated by a negative
upiter as they are quick to
aise themselves but
nerally see others as
fferior to themselves. They
iticise others and are
llous where their wives are
ncerned. They are given to

Zayn Malik

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

REMIND THE PERSON
WHAT HE OR SHE IS
GOING TO MISS OUT
And in the process, do make
the partner realise that you
are not doing all this for him
or her. It is the way you are
and you would never change

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

when it comes to going out for
shopping or other errands.
But once you drop the
dependency and start doing
things independently, your
partner may realise that
something is wrong in the
relationship and try to sort
things out.

No matter how superficial it
may sound, your partner does
like some physical attributes
in you. Try taking good care of
yourself. Look good, smell
good and dress to impress.

Taylor Swift

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

DAILY HOROSCOPE

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Akshay Kaushal

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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ShaileneWoodley
tracksamurderer
inhernextfilm
hailene Woodley is all set
to be a part of an
upcoming serial killer
thriller, Misanthrope. The
actor is known for starring in
The Fault in Our Stars (2014)
and the Divergent trilogy.
Damian Szifron, who
directed the Academy Award
nominated Wild Tales (2014),
has written the screenplay of
the film along with Jonathan
Wakeham.
Misanthrope will revolve
around a talented yet troubled
cop recruited by the FBI to
hunt for a murderer.
The shooting of the film is
scheduled to be done in
Atlanta this year. The makers
are yet to finalise the
additional cast for the film.
“Screenplays like
Misanthrope, that is this well
executed both in theme and
tone, are rare to come by with
a director like Damian behind
the wheel,”said Woodley, who
starred in Fault in Our Stars
(2014).
The actor added, “I have
complete trust we will create
something that will have a
profound impact on cinema
and will resonate with
audiences, especially given the
times we are living in right
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JAMIE DIDN’TWANT
TODOFIFTYSHADES

PHOTO: TAYLOR
JEWELL/
INVISION/AP

now. I couldn’t be more excited
to be a part of this team.”
Meanwhile, director Szifron
said, “I’m privileged to be
working with an actor as
talented and inspiring as
Shailene Woodley, this
incredible producing team...
Misanthrope will deliver the
kind of cinematic experience
that made me a filmmaker and
I can’t wait to share it with
audiences all over the world.”
Woodley, who is an Emmy
and Golden Globe nominated
actor, recently wrapped up the
film No No No, Yes which is
helmed by director Drake
ANI
Doremus.

Jamie Dornan, who played Christian Grey in the films, said he took
on the role only because it was an ‘incredible’ financial opportunity

ctor Jamie Dornan,
who shot to fame with
Fifty Shades of Grey
(2015), has revealed
he was initially sceptical
about featuring in the
erotic-romance trilogy as he
feared the films would be
critically panned.
The actor, who played
Christian Grey in the films,
said he took on the role as it
was an “incredible”
financial opportunity.
“It’s very odd, to be
honest. You are presented
with this incredible
opportunity that is going to
have a big impact on your
life and change many things
— to be honest mostly
financially, but also career.
It’ll open so many doors, but
you know it’s going to get
panned. You’re trying to
make the best of it, but we
knew that because the
books were adored by

A

THE FILM
MISANTHROPE WILL
REVOLVE AROUND A
TALENTED YET
TROUBLED COP,
PLAYED BY WOODLEY,
RECRUITED BY THE
FBI TO HUNT FOR A
MURDERER

many, bought by many, but
panned by many... [it was]
probably going to be the
same for the movies,”
Dornan said on a podcast.
The 37-year-old said
working on the films,
based on EL James’
best-selling novels,
was no different from
any other movie.
“They’re a great joy
to be a part of, and a
crazy journey to go
on, but above
everything else,
they are just a job.
It’s no different to
any other film set; it’s
just simulating more
sex,” he added.
Dornan also said there
were a lot of things about
Christian Grey that he
found “gross”. “I don’t
think I’ll ever play a
character who’s less like
PTI
me,” he added.

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey in a still from the film

Jennifer Garner
goes to Broadway
camp in her next

Is Oprah Winfrey
quitting acting?
prah Winfrey has
revealed that she might
not act again as the art
“does not feed” her soul
anymore. The popular hostactor, whose last cinematic
outing was Ava Duvernay’s
A Wrinkle in Time (2018),
said acting is not a
profession one can “dabble
in”.
“[Acting] doesn’t feed me
anymore. But I think to be
really, really good at it,
you’ve got to do it a lot.
You’ve got to work at it. And
it’s got to be something that
you have true passion about.
I don’t think it’s something
you can dabble in. It was fun
to be Mrs Which (in A
Wrinkle in Time), and I did
that because I wanted to go to
New Zealand and wear the
costumes. But no, it doesn’t
feed my soul anymore,”
Winfrey told The Hollywood
Reporter.
The 65-year-old also
revealed that she was no
longer a part of the newsbased show 60 Minutes.

O

Shailene Woodley gained global recognition with her role in The Fault
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK
in Our Stars (2014)

[Acting] doesn’t feed
me anymore. To be
good at it, you’ve got
to do it a lot. It’s got
to be something that
you have true
passion about.
OPRAH WINFREY
HOST-ACTOR

Winfrey said she decided
to leave as the stint was
“flattening out my
personality”.
The Oscar and Golden
Globe nominated actor also
wanted to focus on her
commitments to a tech giant,
which includes a book club,
documentaries, and a
potential series on which she
might come back in her
quintessential interviewer
PTI
avatar.

Jennifer Garner’s
last cinematic
outing was the
crime drama
Peppermint
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Oprah Winfrey’s
last film was A
Wrinkle in Time
(2018)
PHOTO: EVAN SUNG/THE
NEW YORK TIMES

Gabriel Luna to turn Ghost Rider Look beyond the Chris
again in stand-alone series
league, urges Nanjiani
ctor Gabriel Luna is set to
comeback as the avenging
demon Ghost Rider. The
actor, who previously played
the role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., will
reclaim it for a stand-alone
eponymous live-action series
for a streaming platform.
The show is based on the
comic book character of the
same name. Sources tell
Variety that this will be a new
iteration of the character
which will not be connected to
the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
storyline.
Ghost Rider, whose real
name is Robbie Reyes, is
consumed by hellfire and is
supernaturally bound to a
demon. When he unleashes the
Rider, Robbie brings
vengeance for the innocents,
but struggles to control the
power he wields.
Ingrid Escajeda will serve
as showrunner and executive
producer on the show.
The streaming service has
also ordered a live-action
series, Helstrom. Other
projects already in the works
for the web platform are
animated shows based on
Howard the Duck, M.O.D.O.K,
Hit-Monkey, and Tigra and
Dazzler.
The same platform also airs
the live-action series
Runaways, which is going into
its third season.

A

PTI

Gabriel Luna
previously played the
role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor-writer Kumail
Nanjiani praised the
power of diversity and
called on the entertainment
industry to do better with
inclusion, saying “everyone
named Chris” had all the
power in Hollywood.
The 41-year-old PakistaniAmerican said to empower is
to give “someone the authority
or power to do something”.
“Power is all about what
you’ve done for yourself.
Empowerment is about what
you’ve done for others — that
you can then brag about to
others at power lunches. Huge
difference,” he joked.
“It implies a certain party
does have the power. In
Hollywood, it’s everyone
named Chris... Everyone
named Chris has all the
power,” he quipped.
The Big Sick writer-actor,
who was nominated for Oscar
for Best Original Screenplay in
2018 with wife Emily V
Gordon, explained giving
opportunity to a diverse
people entailed empowerment.
He also underscored the
importance of diversity and
inclusion on screen. “If
[movies and TV shows] don’t
reflect the world we live in, the
image that’s on screen gets
superimposed onto our reality,
and it erases groups of people,
and it becomes so that... only
the stories of certain groups of
people matter,” he said.
PTI

A

Kumail
Nanjiani was
nominated for
Oscar for Best
Original
Screenplay for
The Big Sick in
2018
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON / AFP

ctor Jennifer Garner has
been roped in to star in
the comedy film, Fantasy
Camp. Abby Kohn and Marc
Silverstein of I Feel Pretty
(2018) fame are attached to
write and direct the project,
reported Deadline.
The duo also have to other
popular romcoms to their
credit, including Never Been
Kissed (1999), He’s Just Not
That Into You (2009), and The
Vow (2012).
The film follows Julie
(played by Garner), a failed
junior high school drama
teacher, who faces her fears
and pursues her dreams while
attending a Broadway
performing arts camp for
adults.

A

THE FILM FOLLOWS A
FAILED JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL DRAMA
TEACHER (PLAYED BY
GARNER), WHO FACES
HER FEARS WHILE
ATTENDING A
BROADWAY
PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP FOR ADULTS
Earlier, Kristen Bell was
attached to star in the feature.
This is Garner’s second
collaboration with the studio,
following the Pierre Moreldirected 2018 crime drama
Peppermint.
PTI
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ON SUNDAY
■

THREE TIMES LUCKY
Heston Blumenthal sprang to
fame two decades ago and
has had three Michelin stars
for over a decade now

Photo: ROHIT CHAWLA

■

■

REINVENTING THE FRY
Triple cooked chips, cooked
on the outside but full of
rich potato taste inside

SPOT ON
Heston’s restaurant Dinner in
London recreates British food
from the medieval era

The Gastronomic Perfectionist

■

HE’S GOT THE MOVES
The chef got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity

OF ALL of the world’s greatest chefs, Heston Blumenthal is the hardest to categorise. From scientific

breakthroughs to recreating medieval cuisine, he has done it all

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

I

t is usually not that difficult
to tell a great chef from a good
one. A great chef will not just
make delicious food (that’s a
given), but he will also create dishes
that linger in your memory. Some
truly great chefs will change the way
in which other chefs (and the rest of
us perhaps) look at food. Michel
Guérard taught the French that food
could be light and did not need flourthickened sauces. Ferran Adrià took
many of the scientific techniques
that the food production industry
used and customised them for restaurant kitchens. Alice Waters (or
Jeremiah Tower, depending on
whose version you believe) taught
Americans that fresh ingredients
were as important as cooking
techniques. The Troisgros brothers
told French chefs that fish tasted better if you cooked it a little less. And
so on.
But the thing about great chefs is
that there is nearly always one thing
you remember them for. A great
Japanese chef will be famous for
cooking the best rice in the world.
Someone like Alain Passard will
be remembered for giving vegetables pride of place in his kitchen.
Massimo Bottura’s contribution
was to take simple Italian food
and elevate it at a time when other
Italian chefs were Frenchifying
their cuisine. Gaggan Anand took
the central flavours of Indian cuisine
and created dishes that we never
imagined could exist, straddling the
cuisines of the world, all the way from
Japan to South America.
The surprising thing about
Heston Blumenthal is that though he
is one of the world’s most famous

chefs and the greatest chef to come
out of England in the last hundred
years, it is impossible to say what his
style is or to isolate any one contribution above all the others.
When he first sprang to fame two
decades ago (he has had three
Michelin stars for over a decade
now), the popular press tried to link
his food with the sorts of things that
Ferran Adrià was doing at El Bulli.
There were superficial similarities,
to be sure.
Both men recognised that the
very act of cooking was a scientific
process and built on that realisation.
But Adrià’s obsessions were with
form. A seemingly solid olive would
turn into a liquid in your mouth. A
familiar flavour would become a cloud
of smoke. A ‘soil’ (a powder) would
turn out to taste of something you
recognised (a vegetable perhaps).
Blumenthal, on the other hand,
seemed less obsessed with the alchemy
of form. His real passion seemed to be
flavour. His most famous early success
was Bacon and Egg Ice Cream, which
played up the egg in the custard that
went into the ice cream and then added
nuggets of bacony flavour. There was
some technology involved. Blumenthal,
more than any other chef, popularised
the use of liquid nitrogen to turn
the custard into ice cream within seconds. But he did not do it to play with
form – ice cream made that way is
smoother and tastes more like an ice
cream should.

And though the ‘molecular cuisine’ tag (the term was invented by a
Frenchman Hervé This and neither
Adrià nor Blumenthal is keen on it)
continued to dog him, it seemed to
be less and less appropriate.
Blumenthal’s
real
obsession
appeared to be perfection. He did a
TV show dedicated on finding out
how to create the best fish and chips,
the ideal steak and even a perfect
chicken tikka masala.
Then, as the media were still
writing about the food of the future
and space age foams, Blumenthal
went back a few centuries. His next
big venture, a large restaurant called
Dinner at the Mandarin Oriental
hotel in London, recreated British
food from the medieval era. This time
he did play with form. One of his
signature dishes was Meat Fruit, a
plate of fruit that looked so convincing that when you bit into it, you
were shocked to find that the ‘fruit’
had been created from chicken liver
mousse. The dish was historically
authentic (even in India during that
era, nawabs prided themselves on
getting their cooks to make ‘pulaos’
that looked right but were constructed entirely from sugar) but it always
struck me as being a witty riposte to
the claims of so-called molecular gastronomy. Yes it is clever to create a
bogus olive from liquid juices but
hey, they were doing the same sort of
thing, in their own way, hundreds of
years ago!

AT SEA LEVEL
Scallops prepared by chef
Blumenthal on his visit to India

Dinner has become the restaurant
Blumenthal is best known for (The Fat
Duck, his three-star restaurant in
Bray is booked up months in advance),
but even as people focused on his recreations of medieval food, one aspect
of his quest for perfection suddenly
became so famous that many of those
who cook it now, don’t even realise he
invented it.
The French are good with potatoes but most of their great potato
dishes involve a lot of dairy and a lot
of sieving (Joël Robuchon’s pommes
puree for example). When it comes to
the humble chip – the French Fry – the
best they could do was cook it twice so
that it crisped up nicely. Blumenthal
went a step further, understood the
mechanics of frying and created a triple cooked chip, perfectly, cooked on
the outside but full of a rich potato
taste on the inside. (This was at The
Hind’s Head, the pub he owns near
The Fat Duck.)
While all of these culinary marvels have been hugely influential, I got
the sense, while talking to
him last week that as proud as he was
of them, they seemed to matter less
and less.
Unlike many great chefs who are
happy to ponce about declaring that
they are artists, Blumenthal is much
more obsessed with the guy who eats
his food than he is with his art. His
ambition seems to be to offer his
guests a complete sensory experience,
with taste being no more than the
point of entry. At The Fat Duck, guests
are famously given headphones and
told to listen to the sounds of the seaside while eating seafood. But these
days, even that has begun to worry
him. No two people have the same
seaside experience: going to the
beach in St. Tropez is nothing
like going to Juhu. So how
can he get the diner to cast
his mind back to a personal
seaside experience?
It is a complicated question to which there is no real
answer. But, of all the great
chefs I have interviewed he is
the most willing to concede that
our enjoyment of food or drink
depends on many factors other than
just taste.
At a dinner he cooked at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity – he
was here for the Marriott group’s
Masters of Marriott programme – I

Curing A Drinking Problem

SUVS ARE gas-guzzling monsters, right? The Volvo XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid says you’re wrong

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

Y

ou’ll remember from
school that you can’t divide
a number by zero. It’s
why I couldn’t calculate
the mileage of the Volvo XC90 T8
because after 147km, the petrol it
consumed was 0.0 litres. It came to
the ofﬁce with around half a tank of
petrol, and a week later, it went back
with the same half tank. Sounds
crazy, doesn’t it? But it’s quite
possible in a plug-in hybrid, which
can be driven a fair distance using
just electricity.

SLOWLY DOES IT
Plug-in hybrids combine a petrol
engine with an electric motor, just
like a conventional hybrid, but the
difference with a plug-in is that it
carries a large battery that can be
charged from electrical outlets and
this is what gives it the extra range.
Now the plan was to use the
XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid for a working week without using a drop of

fuel. Ground zero was the Autocar
office where we’ve just fitted our
first fast charging unit, which no
doubt will be used by us a lot in the
future. A full charge gives the big
Volvo a handy range of 40km and
making the task of driving only on
electricity easier is the fact that I
don’t live far from the office. A
round trip is only 16km, so with full
charge at the office I could do the
daily back and forth drive without
having to recharge at home.
It takes me just 30 seconds to
unplug the T8’s thick umbilical
chord-like charging cable before I
haul myself up into the high but
comfy driver’s seat. But first things
first. I toggle the Drive Mode controller to ‘Pure’, which drives the
car only with the 87hp electric
motor. I ease the big Volvo out of
our parking bay with a gentle prod
of my right foot. The thing is that
even in Pure mode, if you flex your
foot hard, the petrol engine kicks in
because the hybrid system thinks
you want instant power. So, the
trick to stay completely in electric
mode and keep the engine from
waking up is to use minimal accelerator pedal inputs.

SHORT AND SWEET
On the first day, it took me around
40 minutes to do the 8km run home;
this works out to an average speed
of 16kph, which is pretty much the
rush hour norm on the choked
streets of Mumbai. However, the
range dropped to around 17km by
the time I got home, with the hybrid
peripheral battery cooling and air-

■

SIZE MATTERS
The plug-in carries a large
battery that can be charged
from electrical outlets. This
gives it the extra range

■

A MEATY DISGUISE
Meat Fruit looks like a fruit but is actually
created from chicken liver mousse

did a chat with him at the end of the
meal in front of an adoring audience. (He got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets.)
When we were discussing how difficult it is to be objective about food,
he suddenly asked the serving staff to
give every diner a glass of red wine.
Then he asked us to think of something happy and take a sip of wine.
Next, he asked us to think of something sad or horrible and to try the
same wine again. It tasted significantly worse, the audience conceded.
So that’s what food and drink are
about, he told them. It is as much to
do with your state of mind as it is
with the quality of what you are eating and drinking. All your senses and
your emotions come into play at the
same time.
We had chatted for an hour
before the dinner began and hadn’t
even touched on food because I got
the distinct sense that having
achieved everything he possibly
could in the food world before he was
50 (the three stars, commercial success, becoming a household name, a

■

GOURMET KING
Initially, Blumenthal’s food was linked to
what Ferran Adrià did at El Bulli

successful TV career, Number One
on the list of the World’s 50 Best
Restaurants etc.), he had begun to
think beyond the kitchen.
He had studied Buddhist meditation, was fascinated by the kabbalah
and was training his own senses to the
extent that he sometimes feels he can
smell the hormones (say melatonin)
that human beings secrete.
I have no idea where life will take
Heston Blumenthal next. At present
he lives in idyllic surroundings in
Provence and is enjoying a spell of
late fatherhood. His current obsession – and perhaps his favourite cooking ingredient – is water. And though
he will do what the business requires,
I don’t think money matters too much
to him.
My guess is that one day he will
take all of his current, more thoughtful and wide-ranging interests and
return to the kitchen. And just as he
shook up the cuisine world two
decades ago, the new Heston will
lead a new gastronomic revolution,
one that comes from deep inside his
entire being.

■

ON SLEEP MODE The
trick to stay completely
in electric mode and
keep the engine from
waking up is to use
minimal accelerator
pedal inputs

conditioning systems chewing
up a fair amount of juice. Would I
make it back to work the next
morning without running out of
charge?
I left early, traffic was smooth
and flowing, and it took me just 25
minutes to reach the charging dock
at the office, with enough charge
left for around 5km. Cutting it fine?
If it were a pure electric car, you
would be in a state of total panic,
but with a hybrid, you always have
a tank of fuel to fall back on and
that’s why a plug-in hybrid makes
such sense.
For the next five days, I used the
T8 not just for the office to home
run, but also for short runs to the
club, dinner engagements, press
conferences and the like, charging
the car every time I got back to the
office. It never ran out of juice and I
never had to fall back on the engine
to get me home. In fact, I never even
heard what the engine sounded like.
Yes, it’s a different story on the
highway where you quickly run out
of charge, and the hybrid advantage
is negated by the T8’s small fuel
tank and the engine’s thirst for fuel.
It’s only on short runs that plugin hybrids really shine and make a
lot of sense. More than anything,
my zero emissions week with a
massive SUV left me with a nice,
guilt-free feeling that lingers on.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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FROM CARGO pants that offer durability to fun-looking fanny packs, Here

are six pieces that marry form with functionality. Text by Drishti Vij.
Photos by Farhan Hussain. Styling by Jahnvi Bansal

W

hen Karan Johar wanted to gift Kajol a
designer handbag, the ﬁrst question she
asked, much to KJo’s horror, was whether
the bag had a zip in the front and back. The 44-yearold’s disdain for fancy bags, as revealed on the show
Koffee with Karan, was something of a highlight.
From structured cages and heavy petticoats to
ﬂoor-length gowns worn over tight corsets, dressing
up was once a tedious affair for women. But,
thankfully functionality is no longer a fantasy. And,
fashion’s current mood – practical over pretty – is
giving style-makers their long-due reality check.
“Perhaps, this is the reason why Indian clothes like
kurtas have pockets now. There are leather tabs
that help you roll up your sleeves and that always
makes clothes easy-to-wear and comfortable. These
are essential to any garment,” says fashion designer
Ragini Ahuja. For the new millennium, beautiful,
in the words of Belgian polymath Dries Van Noten,
is the only thing that’s boring. And, this turnover
of aesthetics – from ostentatious to pragmatic – is
surely resurrecting the past but it’s also leading the
way to future.
THE TWO-IN-ONE JACKET

TURN IT INSIDE
OUT FOR A NEW
LOOK

Make-up and hair:
Leeview Biswas
Styling assistant:
Chandni Agarwal

OVERALLS FOR ALL

MAKE POCKETS
YOUR BEST FRIENDS
Once worn by workers as
protective garments, the modern
iterations of overalls can now be
donned while running errands.
Plus, ditch your handbags and
stuff all you want in its pockets!
Wear it to: “A red carpet if it’s a chic boiler suit
or for running errands,” says fashion stylist Rishi
Raj.
Offers form and function by: “Being really
comfortable because it’s basically like a jumpsuit.
It offers pockets on your outﬁt for carrying things
like a lipstick or your keys. You don’t need a bag,”
he says.
Style it with: “A peasant blouse for a bohemian
look. You can also wear it with a bustier to look
sexy,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A heavy person with a nonbulky style and a skinny person in something
with details,” says Rishi.

Jumpsuit and coat, Pero;
shoes, H&M

Overalls and shirt, Anurag
Gupta; shoes, Rara Avis

THE FANNY PACK RETURNS

Top, skirt and fanny
pack, Cord

KEEP IT CLOSE
WITH THE REVISED
BELT BAG

Wear a reversible jacket
for the happiness of two
outfits in one!

This old-time tourist essential will
keep your hands free at all times
and keep all the valuables close
and safe

Wear it to: “Ofﬁce. You could even
wear it to a wedding if you wear it
with a sari,” says Rishi.
Offers form and function by:
Giving you the option of owning two
outﬁts in one jacket. “You can sport a
blingy look for a party and reverse it
to a casual look for a lunch,” he says.
Style it with: “Saris, jumpsuits
or trousers – you can throw it over
anything but do not look frumpy.
Make sure your look is clean and
appropriate,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A curvy person
if the jacket is ﬂuid. Don’t choose a
boxy silhouette if you’re skinny,” he
says.

Wear it to: “Lunch, brunch or even the boardroom
if you’re working in a creative space. It’s a versatile
bag,” says fashion designer Ragini Ahuja.
Offers form and function by: “Instantly
uplifting your outﬁt and it’s so easy to travel
with as well. It’s really comfortable to carry if
you don’t feel like carrying a bigger bag. You
can keep all your valuables like keys, money,
passport and it always remains close to your
body. So your hands will be free at all times,”
she says.
Style it with: “A tonal outﬁt if you’re sporting
a bright-coloured fanny pack,” she suggests.
Works best for: “All body types. You can wear
it around your waist to highlight it. And, if
you’re not comfortable with that then wear it
around your shoulder,” says Ragini.

COMBAT THE
NEED FOR
BACKPACKS
WITH THESE
NEW STATEMENT
TROUSERS

CYCLING SHORTS +
SHIRTS WITH XL POCKETS

STAY READY
FOR A VACAY
Sport the bikeeverywhere style on
your vacation

Wear it to: “Brunches,
lunches
or
even
meetings if they’re in
fabrics for suits. It’s a
great vacation musthave as they’re really
comfortable,”
says
Sonal.
Offers
form
and
function by: “Offering
ease of
movement
because of Lycra and
they’re durable and
sweat-resistant
too,”
says Sonal.
Style
it
with:
“Oversized shirts or
long jerseys with large
pockets.
Activewear
can look great outside
the gym as well,” says
Kanika.
Works
best
for:
“Women with toned
legs,” she concludes.
drishti.vij@htlive.com
Follow @VijDrishti on Twitter

Shirt, Rara Avis; pants;
Nicobar; Boots, H&M;
Jewellery, En Inde

PERSONAL AGENDA

Musician

Update your style with an
old wardrobe staple – cargo
pants. They will take you
from a hike to a hip
night out!
Wear it to: “An evening out with
your friends when you want to
look edgy, or a lazy Sunday lunch,”
says Ragini.
Offers form and function by:
“Be it concealed or non-concealed,
cargo pants have so many pockets
and that’s the best part about it.
They’re easy to wear. And, it can
look like a statement piece with
leather details,” she says.
Style it with: “A basic white kurta
or shirt as black cargo pants in
linen works great with these,”

Jacket and
shorts, H&M;
shoes and
bag, Rara
Avis

Louiz
Banks
she feels.
Works best for: “All body types,
but keeping the construction in
mind is important. Something
sleeker would look good on a curvy
person as opposed to a style with
bulging pockets that might look
great on someone who is petite,”
advises Ragini.

A TIMELESS TOTE FOR
ALL WEATHERS

BID ADIEU TO
CHIPS AND
STAINS
Come rain, hail or
shine, a weatherproof
tote will keep you
prepared for all seasons
Wear it to: “Your vacation.
Tote bags can be worn every
day, from ofﬁce to when you’re
going out shopping,” says
fashion designer Kanika Goyal.
Offers form and function
by: “It’s size. While these type
of totes do not offer many
pockets but the size allows you
to stuff a lot of things. One
should buy it for its space,”
says Kanika.
Style it with: “A funky outﬁt
like one from Moschino,”
suggests Kanika. “They’re
easy to carry but attract a lot
of attention,” she adds.
Works
best
for:
“An
environment
where
you
know it might rain any time”
says
fashion
designer
Sonal Verma.

DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

February 11

Aquarius

PLACE OF BIRTH

HOME TOWN

Kolkata

Darjeeling

SCHOOL/COLLEGE
St. Robert’s High School/
St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling

FIRST BREAK Forming my own band, The
Louis Banks Brotherhood, in Kolkata (1971)
HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE
Meeting jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie and touring
with him as his pianist. That’s when I met my wife
Lorraine and fell in love with her too!

Photo: NEIL BANKS

THE COMEBACK OF CARGO
PANTS

05

LOW POINT OF YOUR LIFE
When my mum and dad passed away

MY FAVOURITES
If not a musician, what would
d
you have been?
I’d have been a painter.

Indulgence: Belgian chocolates (that
I’m not allowed to eat!)

What, would you say,
is the best thing about being
a musician?
Being in the presence of divinity..

Food: Chinese

Tell us which is your most
loved romantic number?
Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven.
And a Bollywood song that’s
your absolute favourite...?
Yeh Vaada Raha by RD Burman
from the ﬁlm of the same name.
What’s the best thing about jazz?
Jazz deﬁnes freedom and it is
challenging, highly stimulating
and spiritual at the same time.
That’s what our celebration of the
International Jazz Day at the

City: Mumbai
Movie: Song Without End (1960)
and West Side Story (1961) .
Music apps: Sibelius,
Finale and Logic Pro
NCPA showcased.

social media?
I’m a regular WhatsApp guy
and I occasionally visit Facebook
for a good laugh. I’m not very
active on Instagram and
Twitter though.
When you are not creating
music, you are…?
Watching movies as well as
engrossing serials.
What’s your favourite
travel destination?
New York.

A piece of advice you would
want to give to young, aspiring
musicians...?
Practice, practice and practice!

The best thing about
marriage is...?
Being forever in love.

The best way to connect with
your fans is...?
By giving your best performance.
How active are you on

Name a musician you would love
to perform with.
Yo-Yo-Ma. He’s an amazing
cello player.

One achievement you are really
proud of...?
That I was able to convert
my passion for music into a
successful career.
What is your strategy in a crisis?
Stay calm and look for the nearest
ﬁre exit.
The first thing you do when you
wake up in the morning...?
Do a couple of stretches and then go
and sit on the throne.
And, the last thing before you
fall sleep...?
Browse on my iPad till I start to
doze off.
Finally, how do you de-stress?
By playing the piano.
Interviewed by Veenu Singh

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

06

htcity LIFESTYLE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
GALECKI
high blood pressure mulling EXPECTING
over this question?
FIRST CHILD

hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
- RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
- PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
— ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

FREEZE FRAME

WITH MEYER

he Big Bang Theory star
Johnny Galecki is
expecting his first child
with girlfriend Alaina Meyer.
According to reports,
Galecki, 43, and Meyer, 21,
announced the news on
Instagram. “We are absolutely
over the moon to announce
that we will soon be welcoming
a little one into this crazy and
wonderful world,” Galecki
posted.
“We ask that you please
respect our privacy during this
celebratory time for us and our
families. There truly is love out
there for all. We hope ours is
the ember of yours, as we feel
yours is the ember of ours,” he
added.
IANS
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getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.
Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

Nushrat
Bharucha

Host of a reality show actor Ravi Dubey with singers and
judges of the programme Richa Sharma, Shaan and Amaal
Mallik in Amritsar on Saturday.

Eating more rice could protect
you against obesity, says study
besity levels are
substantially lower in
countries that consume
high amounts of rice, while
countries with lower average
rice intake have higher obesity
levels, recent findings suggest.
The link between rice intake
and obesity persisted even after
taking into account other
lifestyle and socio-economic
risk factors, including total
energy consumption,
education, smoking, gross
domestic product per capita,
and health expenditure.
The researchers estimate
that even a modest increase in
average rice consumption
could reduce the worldwide
prevalence of obesity by 1%.
“The observed associations
suggest that the obesity rate is
low in countries that eat rice as
a staple food. Therefore,
Japanese food or an Asianfood-style diet, based on rice,
may help prevent obesity.
Given the rising levels of
obesity worldwide, eating more
rice should be recommended to
protect against obesity even in
western countries,” said
Tomoko Imai, lead researcher
of the study discussed in
European Congress on Obesity

O

Eating rice seems to protect
against weight gain
meeting. People who eat higher
levels of dietary fibre and
whole grains have lower body
weight and cholesterol, and
lower rates of noncommunicable diseases as
compared with people with
lower intakes.
To better understand the
link between the two, Imai and
colleagues examined rice
relative consumption and
energy consumption in the
diets of 136 countries with
populations of more than 1
million, using data from the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organization. These data were
analysed together with
estimates of obesity
prevalence, the average
number of years spent in

education, percentage of the
population over 65 years old,
gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita, and health
expenditure.
Their analysis showed that
total energy consumed,
smoking rates, obesity levels,
percentage of population over
65 years old, GDP, education,
and health expenditure were
significantly lower in countries
that consumed high levels of
rice. Even after taking into
account and adjusting for these
known risk factors, an inverse
association was observed
between rice consumption and
rates of obesity. Eating rice
seems to protect against weight
gain. It’s possible that the fibre,
nutrients, and plant
compounds found in whole
grains may increase feelings of
fullness and prevent
overeating. “Rice is also low in
fat and has a relatively low
postprandial blood glucose
level which suppresses
insulin secretion. However,
there are also reports that
people who overeat rice are
more likely to develop
metabolic syndrome and
diabetes,” said Imai.

ANI

JOE JONAS,
SOPHIE TURNER
WILL GET
MARRIED AGAIN
oe Jonas and Sophie
Turner will have a second
wedding in France. The
couple surprised fans
worldwide with an impromptu
marriage ceremony on May 1
in Las Vegas, USA.
But it seems they are taking
cue from Nick Jonas and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas, and
going ahead with the second
wedding ceremony.
According to reports, the
couple, who got engaged in
October 2017, will exchange
vows overseas in June. No
other detail about the second
wedding ceremony has been
announced yet.
Joe, 29, and Sophie, 23, got
married in front of an Elvis
Presley impersonator dressed
in a red jumpsuit after the
Billboard Music Awards.
During the ceremony,
which American DJ-record
producer Diplo documented
on Instagram Live, the Game
of Thrones star rocked a white
Bevza jumpsuit and veil. Joe
looked handsome in a dark
gray suit and white shirt.
Joe’s brothers and
bandmates — Nick and Kevin,
stood by his side on his big
day. Sophie’s new sister-inlaws, Priyanka and Danielle,
were also there to celebrate
IANS
the couple.

J

Joe Jonas and Sophie Turner
PHOTO: AFP
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MALWA
‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW
Juhi Chakraborty

overwhelmed with the love
that the audience give me.

or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature humour.
He tells us, he had wanted
to be a cop or a singer, if not a
comedian. Excerpts:

You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years. What’s
the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love that
I got (upon return) was
immense, my audience
welcomed me with open arms.
Obviously without my
mother’s
blessings,

F

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make millions
laugh with your wit and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky. My
passion is my profession, and
I’m thankful for that. The
instant response that you
get from people is great,
and I’m extremely

nothing would have been
possible — she is my pillar of
strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the comedian,
changed after marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.
Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her for
the first time in college, I saw
that her comic timing on stage
was very good. She is my
critic. She is also my biggest
fan and laughs on almost all
my jokes.

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Which celebrity
guest has been the
most sporting on
your show?
All my guests

STOP PRESS

A comedy film you’d have loved to
do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital
space: Farah Khan
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and
commercial potboilers,
filmmaker Farah Khan now
plans to explore the territory
that she hasn’t charted yet —
the OTT platforms. She is
turning a producer for a film
that her husband Shirish
Kunder is directing for the
web space.
But more on that later.
First, we ask her when will
she direct a film again, for it
has been four years since her
last release, Happy New Year?
Turns out she is itching to do
so.
“I have taken a four-year
gap now and my motivation is
to do a film that I’d absolutely
love doing. Every morning,
when I wake up, there should
be a big smile on my face,” she
says, adding, “The process of
making a movie can either be
truly enjoyable or stressful;
for me, it has to be the former,
because at times, it takes an
entire year of my life.... On
several days I don’t get to see
my kids (triplets, Anya, Diva
and Czar, who are 11 years
old) and I can’t go on holidays,
so it must really excite me.”
And then came this script
that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The
script was with another
producer for almost two
years. But nothing worked
out on that front even when
they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything
worked out for us,” she says.
And digital was the apt
space for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt the
team. “Everything is much
bigger on the digital medium.
At that point, Jacqueline also
wanted to do something
beyond what she had done so
far, so it fell into place,” she
shares.
Despite the immense reach
of the OTT platforms, they are
no threat to the box office
business. “When the
television came in the 50-60s,
for years they kept saying the
films will now be over but the

Rishabh Suri
rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

have been very supportive and
fun, but one person who I
adore is Dharam paaji (actor
Dharmendra). When my show
was just starting out, no one
really wanted to be a part of it,
but he came on my show, and
it got a lot of love and
appreciation.

Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

Vivian Dsena

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T

POOJA HEGDE
LEARNS
TAEKWONDO
FOR HER NEXT
ACTION FILM
Pooja Sharma
ooja Hegde, who is quite
the fitness freak, is one of
the few actors to do ariel
silk dance as part of her
regimen. The actor has now
taken up Taekwondo as a new
form of workout, for her next
action movie.
“I have always been keen on
learning martial arts, so I
couldn’t be more grateful for
this opportunity. I believe
Taekwondo is a great form of
self-defence, and also requires
a lot of patience and strength.
Not only is it a good way to
exercise, but it also helps
build muscle, whereas aerial
silk is an entirely different
concept which is more
recreational. It requires
copious amounts of arm
strength and flexibility and is
a great way to unwind. It also
aids in losing weight,” says
Pooja.
Talking about her love for
fitness, she adds, “I absolutely
love Pilates. The workout is so
much fun that it never feels
like I’m doing something
intensive even when I am.
Apart from that, I also enjoy
functional training.”
The Mohenjo Daro (2016)
actor says that she is so
particular about her routine
and doesn’t like to miss her
workout at all. “I’m extremely
passionate about it and won’t
miss it even when we’re on
outdoor schedules. I’ll find a
way to incorporate some kind
of exercise; it could even be
using household equipment if
nothing else is available,”
Pooja adds.

P

business has just grown.
When the internet came, they
said the same thing. And now
with the advent of the digital
space, the same stuff is being
said. The thing is, the need for
content is going to grow. The
kids from this generation are
tech savvy, but for films like

Everyone wants to be on the digital space because
there is so much quality one gets on the digital
platform that one has to really up the ante in that
department. Some of the shows are bloody brilliant.
FARAH KHAN FILMMAKER

Avengers, people will still
flock the theatres. The
business is booming, so films
are not going to be threatened.
Everyone wants to be on the

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

iddhant Chaturvedi was
studying to be a chartered
accountant until he
decided to give acting a
chance. He feels the five years
of preparations and hard work
that he put into it, paid off with
the success of Gully Boy, in
which he played MC Sher.
“My family was supportive,
even when I changed my
profession,” he says but not
everyone was, “I had become
aloof because when I shifted
my profession, things
changed. My friends’
families used to think yeh
kya hero banne nikla
hai.”
But he knew what he
was doing. “I had the
sense of how to go
about things, and
believed in waiting
for the right
opportunity,” says

S

Siddhant, who has locked his
second film, but is tight-lipped
until official announcement is
made. Though he does say it’s
a lead role, and something that
“has been his plan”.
The actor, who received
many offers after his debut,
says there was “pressure” of
signing films.
“But I decided to wait. I am
secure and at peace and in no
tearing hurry. I will approach
every film like it is my first and
give it my all. Gully Boy

happened because the story
was strong and so were all the
characters. Otherwise, I
always wanted to play the
protagonist,” says Siddhant,
adding that he wants to
unleash all his skills on screen
besides acting.
Not many might know that
he is a dancer and has trained
in martial arts, too. “I had
dance videos on Instagram,
which I deleted because it is all
saved for the big screen. I am
not a trained dancer, but
learnt all on my own —
popping and locking,
krumping, contemporary and
classical. I’ve trained in
martial arts, taekwondo,
parkour and gymnastics,” he
says.
Apart from critical acclaim
for his performance, the
actor’s earned an impressive
female fan following. “I was
never aiming for that. I want to
entertain people. This has
happened and who doesn’t like
it? It is sweet and
overwhelming. Some of the
messages are censored too
(laughs) but it is fun to scroll
through them (on Instagram).
I try to reply to every person.
More than fame, it’s about the
love and respect from
people. It’s not just
about being an eye
candy, showing my
abs and running
in trunks. I don’t
want that,” he
says.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.co

m

IS THERE ANOTHER
FILM HAPPENING
WITH ZOYA AKHTAR?
The last I knew was that
Zoya wanted to make a
Gully Boy sequel. I don’t
know if it’s actually a spinoff or a ‘prequel’. I was
surprised when I read it in
the news. When I spoke
with her, she said she was
thinking on these lines.
She has her own decisions
to make, let’s see.

digital space because there is
so much quality stuff, one has
to really up the ante,” says the
filmmaker.
n

PHOTO: FOTOCORP

Siddhant Chaturvedi doesn’t
want to be just an eye candy
Pooja Sharma

K

Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar

Pooja Hegde
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez
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A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

DRIFTING AWAY FROMYOUR
PARTNER? IT’S TIMEYOU
DROP THESE HINTS
MAKE LESS EFFORTS

uilding a relationship
requires a lot of efforts.
During the initial phases,
it may seem like your life is a
bed of roses as your partner
makes all the efforts to woo
you. However, if your
partner’s interest is withering
away, that’s when you need to
give signs to your partner that
you’re not feeling the same
way. Experts share some
hints that you can drop to
your partner either to make
the relationship work or to
find out whether your partner
is enjoying your company or
not.

The moment you notice that
your partner has stopped
making as many efforts as he
or she used to do in the
beginning of the relationship,
you
need to stop making efforts
too. In that case, the person
will either realise your
importance or will remain
unaffected. If the
latter is true, it is time to face
the moment of truth.

B

START GOING OUT ON
YOUR OWN
Partners are usually
dependent on each other

even if the person is there
with you or not.
(With inputs from
relationship experts Pulkit
Sharma and Jai Madan)

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two

F

years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding. “I am living
my dream working with one of
the best production houses
and having my show air on the
biggest channel. I don’t want
to break the flow by taking a
break for 15-20 days [for my
wedding],”
g], he adds.

Poonam
nam Preet
ree

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
beware of it because apart
from having the lordship of
two houses, it also aspects
(drishti) the Karaka of five
houses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
9th and 10th house. Which
means that if Jupiter as a
Karaka gets placed in any of
these houses, it tends to
destroy the significations of
that house (Karaka Bhav
Nashayay) as it has such a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
tri
eaponry like law,
lculations, stealth, and
unningness, to lay its claim.
iis easy to spot those who get
ominated by a negative
upiter as they are quick to
aise themselves but
nerally see others as
fferior to themselves. They
iticise others and are
llous where their wives are
ncerned. They are given to

Zayn Malik

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

REMIND THE PERSON
WHAT HE OR SHE IS
GOING TO MISS OUT
And in the process, do make
the partner realise that you
are not doing all this for him
or her. It is the way you are
and you would never change

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

when it comes to going out for
shopping or other errands.
But once you drop the
dependency and start doing
things independently, your
partner may realise that
something is wrong in the
relationship and try to sort
things out.

No matter how superficial it
may sound, your partner does
like some physical attributes
in you. Try taking good care of
yourself. Look good, smell
good and dress to impress.

Taylor Swift

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

DAILY HOROSCOPE

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Akshay Kaushal

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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ShaileneWoodley
tracksamurderer
inhernextfilm
hailene Woodley is all set
to be a part of an
upcoming serial killer
thriller, Misanthrope. The
actor is known for starring in
The Fault in Our Stars (2014)
and the Divergent trilogy.
Damian Szifron, who
directed the Academy Award
nominated Wild Tales (2014),
has written the screenplay of
the film along with Jonathan
Wakeham.
Misanthrope will revolve
around a talented yet troubled
cop recruited by the FBI to
hunt for a murderer.
The shooting of the film is
scheduled to be done in
Atlanta this year. The makers
are yet to finalise the
additional cast for the film.
“Screenplays like
Misanthrope, that is this well
executed both in theme and
tone, are rare to come by with
a director like Damian behind
the wheel,”said Woodley, who
starred in Fault in Our Stars
(2014).
The actor added, “I have
complete trust we will create
something that will have a
profound impact on cinema
and will resonate with
audiences, especially given the
times we are living in right
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JAMIE DIDN’TWANT
TODOFIFTYSHADES

PHOTO: TAYLOR
JEWELL/
INVISION/AP

now. I couldn’t be more excited
to be a part of this team.”
Meanwhile, director Szifron
said, “I’m privileged to be
working with an actor as
talented and inspiring as
Shailene Woodley, this
incredible producing team...
Misanthrope will deliver the
kind of cinematic experience
that made me a filmmaker and
I can’t wait to share it with
audiences all over the world.”
Woodley, who is an Emmy
and Golden Globe nominated
actor, recently wrapped up the
film No No No, Yes which is
helmed by director Drake
ANI
Doremus.

Jamie Dornan, who played Christian Grey in the films, said he took
on the role only because it was an ‘incredible’ financial opportunity

ctor Jamie Dornan,
who shot to fame with
Fifty Shades of Grey
(2015), has revealed
he was initially sceptical
about featuring in the
erotic-romance trilogy as he
feared the films would be
critically panned.
The actor, who played
Christian Grey in the films,
said he took on the role as it
was an “incredible”
financial opportunity.
“It’s very odd, to be
honest. You are presented
with this incredible
opportunity that is going to
have a big impact on your
life and change many things
— to be honest mostly
financially, but also career.
It’ll open so many doors, but
you know it’s going to get
panned. You’re trying to
make the best of it, but we
knew that because the
books were adored by

A

THE FILM
MISANTHROPE WILL
REVOLVE AROUND A
TALENTED YET
TROUBLED COP,
PLAYED BY WOODLEY,
RECRUITED BY THE
FBI TO HUNT FOR A
MURDERER

many, bought by many, but
panned by many... [it was]
probably going to be the
same for the movies,”
Dornan said on a podcast.
The 37-year-old said
working on the films,
based on EL James’
best-selling novels,
was no different from
any other movie.
“They’re a great joy
to be a part of, and a
crazy journey to go
on, but above
everything else,
they are just a job.
It’s no different to
any other film set; it’s
just simulating more
sex,” he added.
Dornan also said there
were a lot of things about
Christian Grey that he
found “gross”. “I don’t
think I’ll ever play a
character who’s less like
PTI
me,” he added.

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey in a still from the film

Jennifer Garner
goes to Broadway
camp in her next

Is Oprah Winfrey
quitting acting?
prah Winfrey has
revealed that she might
not act again as the art
“does not feed” her soul
anymore. The popular hostactor, whose last cinematic
outing was Ava Duvernay’s
A Wrinkle in Time (2018),
said acting is not a
profession one can “dabble
in”.
“[Acting] doesn’t feed me
anymore. But I think to be
really, really good at it,
you’ve got to do it a lot.
You’ve got to work at it. And
it’s got to be something that
you have true passion about.
I don’t think it’s something
you can dabble in. It was fun
to be Mrs Which (in A
Wrinkle in Time), and I did
that because I wanted to go to
New Zealand and wear the
costumes. But no, it doesn’t
feed my soul anymore,”
Winfrey told The Hollywood
Reporter.
The 65-year-old also
revealed that she was no
longer a part of the newsbased show 60 Minutes.

O

Shailene Woodley gained global recognition with her role in The Fault
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK
in Our Stars (2014)

[Acting] doesn’t feed
me anymore. To be
good at it, you’ve got
to do it a lot. It’s got
to be something that
you have true
passion about.
OPRAH WINFREY
HOST-ACTOR

Winfrey said she decided
to leave as the stint was
“flattening out my
personality”.
The Oscar and Golden
Globe nominated actor also
wanted to focus on her
commitments to a tech giant,
which includes a book club,
documentaries, and a
potential series on which she
might come back in her
quintessential interviewer
PTI
avatar.

Jennifer Garner’s
last cinematic
outing was the
crime drama
Peppermint
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Oprah Winfrey’s
last film was A
Wrinkle in Time
(2018)
PHOTO: EVAN SUNG/THE
NEW YORK TIMES

Gabriel Luna to turn Ghost Rider Look beyond the Chris
again in stand-alone series
league, urges Nanjiani
ctor Gabriel Luna is set to
comeback as the avenging
demon Ghost Rider. The
actor, who previously played
the role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., will
reclaim it for a stand-alone
eponymous live-action series
for a streaming platform.
The show is based on the
comic book character of the
same name. Sources tell
Variety that this will be a new
iteration of the character
which will not be connected to
the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
storyline.
Ghost Rider, whose real
name is Robbie Reyes, is
consumed by hellfire and is
supernaturally bound to a
demon. When he unleashes the
Rider, Robbie brings
vengeance for the innocents,
but struggles to control the
power he wields.
Ingrid Escajeda will serve
as showrunner and executive
producer on the show.
The streaming service has
also ordered a live-action
series, Helstrom. Other
projects already in the works
for the web platform are
animated shows based on
Howard the Duck, M.O.D.O.K,
Hit-Monkey, and Tigra and
Dazzler.
The same platform also airs
the live-action series
Runaways, which is going into
its third season.

A

PTI

Gabriel Luna
previously played the
role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor-writer Kumail
Nanjiani praised the
power of diversity and
called on the entertainment
industry to do better with
inclusion, saying “everyone
named Chris” had all the
power in Hollywood.
The 41-year-old PakistaniAmerican said to empower is
to give “someone the authority
or power to do something”.
“Power is all about what
you’ve done for yourself.
Empowerment is about what
you’ve done for others — that
you can then brag about to
others at power lunches. Huge
difference,” he joked.
“It implies a certain party
does have the power. In
Hollywood, it’s everyone
named Chris... Everyone
named Chris has all the
power,” he quipped.
The Big Sick writer-actor,
who was nominated for Oscar
for Best Original Screenplay in
2018 with wife Emily V
Gordon, explained giving
opportunity to a diverse
people entailed empowerment.
He also underscored the
importance of diversity and
inclusion on screen. “If
[movies and TV shows] don’t
reflect the world we live in, the
image that’s on screen gets
superimposed onto our reality,
and it erases groups of people,
and it becomes so that... only
the stories of certain groups of
people matter,” he said.
PTI

A

Kumail
Nanjiani was
nominated for
Oscar for Best
Original
Screenplay for
The Big Sick in
2018
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON / AFP

ctor Jennifer Garner has
been roped in to star in
the comedy film, Fantasy
Camp. Abby Kohn and Marc
Silverstein of I Feel Pretty
(2018) fame are attached to
write and direct the project,
reported Deadline.
The duo also have to other
popular romcoms to their
credit, including Never Been
Kissed (1999), He’s Just Not
That Into You (2009), and The
Vow (2012).
The film follows Julie
(played by Garner), a failed
junior high school drama
teacher, who faces her fears
and pursues her dreams while
attending a Broadway
performing arts camp for
adults.

A

THE FILM FOLLOWS A
FAILED JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL DRAMA
TEACHER (PLAYED BY
GARNER), WHO FACES
HER FEARS WHILE
ATTENDING A
BROADWAY
PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP FOR ADULTS
Earlier, Kristen Bell was
attached to star in the feature.
This is Garner’s second
collaboration with the studio,
following the Pierre Moreldirected 2018 crime drama
Peppermint.
PTI
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INDULGE

ON SUNDAY
■

THREE TIMES LUCKY
Heston Blumenthal sprang to
fame two decades ago and
has had three Michelin stars
for over a decade now

Photo: ROHIT CHAWLA

■

■

REINVENTING THE FRY
Triple cooked chips, cooked
on the outside but full of
rich potato taste inside

SPOT ON
Heston’s restaurant Dinner in
London recreates British food
from the medieval era

The Gastronomic Perfectionist

■

HE’S GOT THE MOVES
The chef got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity

OF ALL of the world’s greatest chefs, Heston Blumenthal is the hardest to categorise. From scientific
breakthroughs to recreating medieval cuisine, he has done it all

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

I

t is usually not that difficult
to tell a great chef from a good
one. A great chef will not just
make delicious food (that’s a
given), but he will also create dishes
that linger in your memory. Some
truly great chefs will change the way
in which other chefs (and the rest of
us perhaps) look at food. Michel
Guérard taught the French that food
could be light and did not need flourthickened sauces. Ferran Adrià took
many of the scientific techniques
that the food production industry
used and customised them for restaurant kitchens. Alice Waters (or
Jeremiah Tower, depending on
whose version you believe) taught
Americans that fresh ingredients
were as important as cooking
techniques. The Troisgros brothers
told French chefs that fish tasted better if you cooked it a little less. And
so on.
But the thing about great chefs is
that there is nearly always one thing
you remember them for. A great
Japanese chef will be famous for
cooking the best rice in the world.
Someone like Alain Passard will
be remembered for giving vegetables pride of place in his kitchen.
Massimo Bottura’s contribution
was to take simple Italian food
and elevate it at a time when other
Italian chefs were Frenchifying
their cuisine. Gaggan Anand took
the central flavours of Indian cuisine
and created dishes that we never
imagined could exist, straddling the
cuisines of the world, all the way from
Japan to South America.
The surprising thing about
Heston Blumenthal is that though he
is one of the world’s most famous

chefs and the greatest chef to come
out of England in the last hundred
years, it is impossible to say what his
style is or to isolate any one contribution above all the others.
When he first sprang to fame two
decades ago (he has had three
Michelin stars for over a decade
now), the popular press tried to link
his food with the sorts of things that
Ferran Adrià was doing at El Bulli.
There were superficial similarities,
to be sure.
Both men recognised that the
very act of cooking was a scientific
process and built on that realisation.
But Adrià’s obsessions were with
form. A seemingly solid olive would
turn into a liquid in your mouth. A
familiar flavour would become a cloud
of smoke. A ‘soil’ (a powder) would
turn out to taste of something you
recognised (a vegetable perhaps).
Blumenthal, on the other hand,
seemed less obsessed with the alchemy
of form. His real passion seemed to be
flavour. His most famous early success
was Bacon and Egg Ice Cream, which
played up the egg in the custard that
went into the ice cream and then added
nuggets of bacony flavour. There was
some technology involved. Blumenthal,
more than any other chef, popularised
the use of liquid nitrogen to turn
the custard into ice cream within seconds. But he did not do it to play with
form – ice cream made that way is
smoother and tastes more like an ice
cream should.

And though the ‘molecular cuisine’ tag (the term was invented by a
Frenchman Hervé This and neither
Adrià nor Blumenthal is keen on it)
continued to dog him, it seemed to
be less and less appropriate.
Blumenthal’s
real
obsession
appeared to be perfection. He did a
TV show dedicated on finding out
how to create the best fish and chips,
the ideal steak and even a perfect
chicken tikka masala.
Then, as the media were still
writing about the food of the future
and space age foams, Blumenthal
went back a few centuries. His next
big venture, a large restaurant called
Dinner at the Mandarin Oriental
hotel in London, recreated British
food from the medieval era. This time
he did play with form. One of his
signature dishes was Meat Fruit, a
plate of fruit that looked so convincing that when you bit into it, you
were shocked to find that the ‘fruit’
had been created from chicken liver
mousse. The dish was historically
authentic (even in India during that
era, nawabs prided themselves on
getting their cooks to make ‘pulaos’
that looked right but were constructed entirely from sugar) but it always
struck me as being a witty riposte to
the claims of so-called molecular gastronomy. Yes it is clever to create a
bogus olive from liquid juices but
hey, they were doing the same sort of
thing, in their own way, hundreds of
years ago!

AT SEA LEVEL
Scallops prepared by chef
Blumenthal on his visit to India

Dinner has become the restaurant
Blumenthal is best known for (The Fat
Duck, his three-star restaurant in
Bray is booked up months in advance),
but even as people focused on his recreations of medieval food, one aspect
of his quest for perfection suddenly
became so famous that many of those
who cook it now, don’t even realise he
invented it.
The French are good with potatoes but most of their great potato
dishes involve a lot of dairy and a lot
of sieving (Joël Robuchon’s pommes
puree for example). When it comes to
the humble chip – the French Fry – the
best they could do was cook it twice so
that it crisped up nicely. Blumenthal
went a step further, understood the
mechanics of frying and created a triple cooked chip, perfectly, cooked on
the outside but full of a rich potato
taste on the inside. (This was at The
Hind’s Head, the pub he owns near
The Fat Duck.)
While all of these culinary marvels have been hugely influential, I got
the sense, while talking to
him last week that as proud as he was
of them, they seemed to matter less
and less.
Unlike many great chefs who are
happy to ponce about declaring that
they are artists, Blumenthal is much
more obsessed with the guy who eats
his food than he is with his art. His
ambition seems to be to offer his
guests a complete sensory experience,
with taste being no more than the
point of entry. At The Fat Duck, guests
are famously given headphones and
told to listen to the sounds of the seaside while eating seafood. But these
days, even that has begun to worry
him. No two people have the same
seaside experience: going to the
beach in St. Tropez is nothing
like going to Juhu. So how
can he get the diner to cast
his mind back to a personal
seaside experience?
It is a complicated question to which there is no real
answer. But, of all the great
chefs I have interviewed he is
the most willing to concede that
our enjoyment of food or drink
depends on many factors other than
just taste.
At a dinner he cooked at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity – he
was here for the Marriott group’s
Masters of Marriott programme – I

Curing A Drinking Problem

SUVS ARE gas-guzzling monsters, right? The Volvo XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid says you’re wrong

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

Y

ou’ll remember from
school that you can’t divide
a number by zero. It’s
why I couldn’t calculate
the mileage of the Volvo XC90 T8
because after 147km, the petrol it
consumed was 0.0 litres. It came to
the ofﬁce with around half a tank of
petrol, and a week later, it went back
with the same half tank. Sounds
crazy, doesn’t it? But it’s quite
possible in a plug-in hybrid, which
can be driven a fair distance using
just electricity.

SLOWLY DOES IT
Plug-in hybrids combine a petrol
engine with an electric motor, just
like a conventional hybrid, but the
difference with a plug-in is that it
carries a large battery that can be
charged from electrical outlets and
this is what gives it the extra range.
Now the plan was to use the
XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid for a working week without using a drop of

fuel. Ground zero was the Autocar
office where we’ve just fitted our
first fast charging unit, which no
doubt will be used by us a lot in the
future. A full charge gives the big
Volvo a handy range of 40km and
making the task of driving only on
electricity easier is the fact that I
don’t live far from the office. A
round trip is only 16km, so with full
charge at the office I could do the
daily back and forth drive without
having to recharge at home.
It takes me just 30 seconds to
unplug the T8’s thick umbilical
chord-like charging cable before I
haul myself up into the high but
comfy driver’s seat. But first things
first. I toggle the Drive Mode controller to ‘Pure’, which drives the
car only with the 87hp electric
motor. I ease the big Volvo out of
our parking bay with a gentle prod
of my right foot. The thing is that
even in Pure mode, if you flex your
foot hard, the petrol engine kicks in
because the hybrid system thinks
you want instant power. So, the
trick to stay completely in electric
mode and keep the engine from
waking up is to use minimal accelerator pedal inputs.

SHORT AND SWEET
On the first day, it took me around
40 minutes to do the 8km run home;
this works out to an average speed
of 16kph, which is pretty much the
rush hour norm on the choked
streets of Mumbai. However, the
range dropped to around 17km by
the time I got home, with the hybrid
peripheral battery cooling and air-

■

SIZE MATTERS
The plug-in carries a large
battery that can be charged
from electrical outlets. This
gives it the extra range

■

A MEATY DISGUISE
Meat Fruit looks like a fruit but is actually
created from chicken liver mousse

did a chat with him at the end of the
meal in front of an adoring audience. (He got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets.)
When we were discussing how difficult it is to be objective about food,
he suddenly asked the serving staff to
give every diner a glass of red wine.
Then he asked us to think of something happy and take a sip of wine.
Next, he asked us to think of something sad or horrible and to try the
same wine again. It tasted significantly worse, the audience conceded.
So that’s what food and drink are
about, he told them. It is as much to
do with your state of mind as it is
with the quality of what you are eating and drinking. All your senses and
your emotions come into play at the
same time.
We had chatted for an hour
before the dinner began and hadn’t
even touched on food because I got
the distinct sense that having
achieved everything he possibly
could in the food world before he was
50 (the three stars, commercial success, becoming a household name, a

■

GOURMET KING
Initially, Blumenthal’s food was linked to
what Ferran Adrià did at El Bulli

successful TV career, Number One
on the list of the World’s 50 Best
Restaurants etc.), he had begun to
think beyond the kitchen.
He had studied Buddhist meditation, was fascinated by the kabbalah
and was training his own senses to the
extent that he sometimes feels he can
smell the hormones (say melatonin)
that human beings secrete.
I have no idea where life will take
Heston Blumenthal next. At present
he lives in idyllic surroundings in
Provence and is enjoying a spell of
late fatherhood. His current obsession – and perhaps his favourite cooking ingredient – is water. And though
he will do what the business requires,
I don’t think money matters too much
to him.
My guess is that one day he will
take all of his current, more thoughtful and wide-ranging interests and
return to the kitchen. And just as he
shook up the cuisine world two
decades ago, the new Heston will
lead a new gastronomic revolution,
one that comes from deep inside his
entire being.

■

ON SLEEP MODE The
trick to stay completely
in electric mode and
keep the engine from
waking up is to use
minimal accelerator
pedal inputs

conditioning systems chewing
up a fair amount of juice. Would I
make it back to work the next
morning without running out of
charge?
I left early, traffic was smooth
and flowing, and it took me just 25
minutes to reach the charging dock
at the office, with enough charge
left for around 5km. Cutting it fine?
If it were a pure electric car, you
would be in a state of total panic,
but with a hybrid, you always have
a tank of fuel to fall back on and
that’s why a plug-in hybrid makes
such sense.
For the next five days, I used the
T8 not just for the office to home
run, but also for short runs to the
club, dinner engagements, press
conferences and the like, charging
the car every time I got back to the
office. It never ran out of juice and I
never had to fall back on the engine
to get me home. In fact, I never even
heard what the engine sounded like.
Yes, it’s a different story on the
highway where you quickly run out
of charge, and the hybrid advantage
is negated by the T8’s small fuel
tank and the engine’s thirst for fuel.
It’s only on short runs that plugin hybrids really shine and make a
lot of sense. More than anything,
my zero emissions week with a
massive SUV left me with a nice,
guilt-free feeling that lingers on.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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FROM CARGO pants that offer durability to fun-looking fanny packs, Here

are six pieces that marry form with functionality. Text by Drishti Vij.
Photos by Farhan Hussain. Styling by Jahnvi Bansal

W

hen Karan Johar wanted to gift Kajol a
designer handbag, the ﬁrst question she
asked, much to KJo’s horror, was whether
the bag had a zip in the front and back. The 44-yearold’s disdain for fancy bags, as revealed on the show
Koffee with Karan, was something of a highlight.
From structured cages and heavy petticoats to
ﬂoor-length gowns worn over tight corsets, dressing
up was once a tedious affair for women. But,
thankfully functionality is no longer a fantasy. And,
fashion’s current mood – practical over pretty – is
giving style-makers their long-due reality check.
“Perhaps, this is the reason why Indian clothes like
kurtas have pockets now. There are leather tabs
that help you roll up your sleeves and that always
makes clothes easy-to-wear and comfortable. These
are essential to any garment,” says fashion designer
Ragini Ahuja. For the new millennium, beautiful,
in the words of Belgian polymath Dries Van Noten,
is the only thing that’s boring. And, this turnover
of aesthetics – from ostentatious to pragmatic – is
surely resurrecting the past but it’s also leading the
way to future.
THE TWO-IN-ONE JACKET

TURN IT INSIDE
OUT FOR A NEW
LOOK

Make-up and hair:
Leeview Biswas
Styling assistant:
Chandni Agarwal

OVERALLS FOR ALL

MAKE POCKETS
YOUR BEST FRIENDS
Once worn by workers as
protective garments, the modern
iterations of overalls can now be
donned while running errands.
Plus, ditch your handbags and
stuff all you want in its pockets!
Wear it to: “A red carpet if it’s a chic boiler suit
or for running errands,” says fashion stylist Rishi
Raj.
Offers form and function by: “Being really
comfortable because it’s basically like a jumpsuit.
It offers pockets on your outﬁt for carrying things
like a lipstick or your keys. You don’t need a bag,”
he says.
Style it with: “A peasant blouse for a bohemian
look. You can also wear it with a bustier to look
sexy,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A heavy person with a nonbulky style and a skinny person in something
with details,” says Rishi.

Jumpsuit and coat, Pero;
shoes, H&M

Overalls and shirt, Anurag
Gupta; shoes, Rara Avis

THE FANNY PACK RETURNS

Top, skirt and fanny
pack, Cord

KEEP IT CLOSE
WITH THE REVISED
BELT BAG

Wear a reversible jacket
for the happiness of two
outfits in one!

This old-time tourist essential will
keep your hands free at all times
and keep all the valuables close
and safe

Wear it to: “Ofﬁce. You could even
wear it to a wedding if you wear it
with a sari,” says Rishi.
Offers form and function by:
Giving you the option of owning two
outﬁts in one jacket. “You can sport a
blingy look for a party and reverse it
to a casual look for a lunch,” he says.
Style it with: “Saris, jumpsuits
or trousers – you can throw it over
anything but do not look frumpy.
Make sure your look is clean and
appropriate,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A curvy person
if the jacket is ﬂuid. Don’t choose a
boxy silhouette if you’re skinny,” he
says.

Wear it to: “Lunch, brunch or even the boardroom
if you’re working in a creative space. It’s a versatile
bag,” says fashion designer Ragini Ahuja.
Offers form and function by: “Instantly
uplifting your outﬁt and it’s so easy to travel
with as well. It’s really comfortable to carry if
you don’t feel like carrying a bigger bag. You
can keep all your valuables like keys, money,
passport and it always remains close to your
body. So your hands will be free at all times,”
she says.
Style it with: “A tonal outﬁt if you’re sporting
a bright-coloured fanny pack,” she suggests.
Works best for: “All body types. You can wear
it around your waist to highlight it. And, if
you’re not comfortable with that then wear it
around your shoulder,” says Ragini.

COMBAT THE
NEED FOR
BACKPACKS
WITH THESE
NEW STATEMENT
TROUSERS

CYCLING SHORTS +
SHIRTS WITH XL POCKETS

STAY READY
FOR A VACAY
Sport the bikeeverywhere style on
your vacation

Wear it to: “Brunches,
lunches
or
even
meetings if they’re in
fabrics for suits. It’s a
great vacation musthave as they’re really
comfortable,”
says
Sonal.
Offers
form
and
function by: “Offering
ease of
movement
because of Lycra and
they’re durable and
sweat-resistant
too,”
says Sonal.
Style
it
with:
“Oversized shirts or
long jerseys with large
pockets.
Activewear
can look great outside
the gym as well,” says
Kanika.
Works
best
for:
“Women with toned
legs,” she concludes.
drishti.vij@htlive.com
Follow @VijDrishti on Twitter

Shirt, Rara Avis; pants;
Nicobar; Boots, H&M;
Jewellery, En Inde

PERSONAL AGENDA

Musician

Update your style with an
old wardrobe staple – cargo
pants. They will take you
from a hike to a hip
night out!
Wear it to: “An evening out with
your friends when you want to
look edgy, or a lazy Sunday lunch,”
says Ragini.
Offers form and function by:
“Be it concealed or non-concealed,
cargo pants have so many pockets
and that’s the best part about it.
They’re easy to wear. And, it can
look like a statement piece with
leather details,” she says.
Style it with: “A basic white kurta
or shirt as black cargo pants in
linen works great with these,”

Jacket and
shorts, H&M;
shoes and
bag, Rara
Avis

Louiz
Banks
she feels.
Works best for: “All body types,
but keeping the construction in
mind is important. Something
sleeker would look good on a curvy
person as opposed to a style with
bulging pockets that might look
great on someone who is petite,”
advises Ragini.

A TIMELESS TOTE FOR
ALL WEATHERS

BID ADIEU TO
CHIPS AND
STAINS
Come rain, hail or
shine, a weatherproof
tote will keep you
prepared for all seasons
Wear it to: “Your vacation.
Tote bags can be worn every
day, from ofﬁce to when you’re
going out shopping,” says
fashion designer Kanika Goyal.
Offers form and function
by: “It’s size. While these type
of totes do not offer many
pockets but the size allows you
to stuff a lot of things. One
should buy it for its space,”
says Kanika.
Style it with: “A funky outﬁt
like one from Moschino,”
suggests Kanika. “They’re
easy to carry but attract a lot
of attention,” she adds.
Works
best
for:
“An
environment
where
you
know it might rain any time”
says
fashion
designer
Sonal Verma.

DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

February 11

Aquarius

PLACE OF BIRTH

HOME TOWN

Kolkata

Darjeeling

SCHOOL/COLLEGE
St. Robert’s High School/
St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling

FIRST BREAK Forming my own band, The
Louis Banks Brotherhood, in Kolkata (1971)
HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE
Meeting jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie and touring
with him as his pianist. That’s when I met my wife
Lorraine and fell in love with her too!

Photo: NEIL BANKS

THE COMEBACK OF CARGO
PANTS

05

LOW POINT OF YOUR LIFE
When my mum and dad passed away

MY FAVOURITES
If not a musician, what would
d
you have been?
I’d have been a painter.

Indulgence: Belgian chocolates (that
I’m not allowed to eat!)

What, would you say,
is the best thing about being
a musician?
Being in the presence of divinity..

Food: Chinese

Tell us which is your most
loved romantic number?
Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven.
And a Bollywood song that’s
your absolute favourite...?
Yeh Vaada Raha by RD Burman
from the ﬁlm of the same name.
What’s the best thing about jazz?
Jazz deﬁnes freedom and it is
challenging, highly stimulating
and spiritual at the same time.
That’s what our celebration of the
International Jazz Day at the

City: Mumbai
Movie: Song Without End (1960)
and West Side Story (1961) .
Music apps: Sibelius,
Finale and Logic Pro
NCPA showcased.

social media?
I’m a regular WhatsApp guy
and I occasionally visit Facebook
for a good laugh. I’m not very
active on Instagram and
Twitter though.
When you are not creating
music, you are…?
Watching movies as well as
engrossing serials.
What’s your favourite
travel destination?
New York.

A piece of advice you would
want to give to young, aspiring
musicians...?
Practice, practice and practice!

The best thing about
marriage is...?
Being forever in love.

The best way to connect with
your fans is...?
By giving your best performance.
How active are you on

Name a musician you would love
to perform with.
Yo-Yo-Ma. He’s an amazing
cello player.

One achievement you are really
proud of...?
That I was able to convert
my passion for music into a
successful career.
What is your strategy in a crisis?
Stay calm and look for the nearest
ﬁre exit.
The first thing you do when you
wake up in the morning...?
Do a couple of stretches and then go
and sit on the throne.
And, the last thing before you
fall sleep...?
Browse on my iPad till I start to
doze off.
Finally, how do you de-stress?
By playing the piano.
Interviewed by Veenu Singh

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

06

htcity LIFESTYLE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
GALECKI
high blood pressure mulling EXPECTING
over this question?
FIRST CHILD

getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
- RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
- PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
— ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

he Big Bang Theory star
Johnny Galecki is
expecting his first child
with girlfriend Alaina Meyer.
According to reports,
Galecki, 43, and Meyer, 21,
announced the news on
Instagram. “We are absolutely
over the moon to announce
that we will soon be welcoming
a little one into this crazy and
wonderful world,” Galecki
posted.
“We ask that you please
respect our privacy during this
celebratory time for us and our
families. There truly is love out
there for all. We hope ours is
the ember of yours, as we feel
yours is the ember of ours,” he
added.
IANS

T

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.
Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

Nushrat
Bharucha

Collin Rodrigues

MOOD SWINGS

ndia is in the middle of the
biggest spectacle that takes
place once in five years —
the Lok Sabha elections. It
often happens that you are
part of a family with
different political
affiliations. There may be
many reasons for this
phenomenon. But does
having contradictory
political views within a
single family affect their ties
with each other? If so, how?
Here, experts throw light on
some of the personal issues
that such families face.

Another consequence of
such family ties is mood
swings. Shetty says, “Here,
the pendulum of thought
swings from anger to
resentment to a feeling of
helplessness and to finally
accepting reality. This could
result in an absolute
psychological drama within
the house at regular
intervals.”

DESERTION
Despite such families living
together, there could be a
sense of emptiness and
loneliness within each
person. Viveck Shetty, life
coach, says, “This emptiness
is a self-created problem
because people in such
families expect others to be
in complete agreement with
their views or don’t
understand the mechanics of
relationships. They draw up
goals without paying
attention to the process.”

DISAGREEMENTS
A lot of families would have a
common viewpoint about
how their country needs to
move ahead. But it’s a
different story in families
with diverse political
affiliations. Dr Fabian
Almeida, consultant
psychiatrist at a hospital,
says, “Everyone is entitled to
have an opinion, and it may
not be the right one. But if
the differences keep
increasing because of
political reasons, it can take
an adverse toll on family’s
personal relations.”

SOCIAL MEDIA CLASH
Members of a family with
different political leanings
will obviously have a social
media presence, too. And,
their differences can often
crop up on public domains.
Dr Riddhish K Maru,
psychiatrist says, “No one
wants to have a public tiff
with family members on
social media. Do remember,
a strong reaction towards a
party that one family
member likes and another
opposes, can lead to a
verbal spat online,

Host of a reality show actor Ravi Dubey with singers and
judges of the programme Richa Sharma, Shaan and Amaal
Mallik in Amritsar on Saturday.

Eating more rice could protect
you against obesity, says study
besity levels are
substantially lower in
countries that consume
high amounts of rice, while
countries with lower average
rice intake have higher obesity
levels, recent findings suggest.
The link between rice
intake and obesity persisted
even after taking into account
other lifestyle and socioeconomic risk factors,
including total energy
consumption, education,
smoking, gross domestic
product per capita, and health
expenditure.
The researchers estimate
that even a modest increase in
average rice consumption
could reduce the worldwide
prevalence of obesity by 1%.
“The observed associations
suggest that the obesity rate is
low in countries that eat rice
as a staple food. Therefore,
Japanese food or an Asianfood-style diet, based on rice,
may help prevent obesity.
Given the rising levels of
obesity worldwide, eating
more rice should be
recommended to protect
against obesity even in
western countries,” said
Tomoko Imai, lead researcher
of the study discussed in

O

Inopposition?
I

FREEZE FRAME

WITH MEYER

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Eating rice seems to protect
against weight gain
European Congress on Obesity
meeting. People who eat
higher levels of dietary fibre
and whole grains have lower
body weight and cholesterol,
and lower rates of noncommunicable diseases as
compared with people with
lower intakes.
To better understand the
link between the two, Imai and
colleagues examined rice
relative consumption and
energy consumption in the
diets of 136 countries with
populations of more than 1
million, using data from the
UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. These data were
analysed together with
estimates of obesity
prevalence, the average
number of years spent in

education, percentage of the
population over 65 years old,
gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita, and health
expenditure.
Their analysis showed that
total energy consumed,
smoking rates, obesity levels,
percentage of population over
65 years old, GDP, education,
and health expenditure were
significantly lower in
countries that consumed high
levels of rice. Even after taking
into account and adjusting for
these known risk factors, an
inverse association was
observed between rice
consumption and rates of
obesity. Eating rice seems to
protect against weight gain.
It’s possible that the fibre,
nutrients, and plant
compounds found in whole
grains may increase feelings of
fullness and prevent
overeating. “Rice is also low in
fat and has a relatively low
postprandial blood glucose
level which suppresses
insulin secretion. However,
there are also reports that
people who overeat rice are
more likely to develop
metabolic syndrome and
diabetes,” said Imai.

ANI

Political preferences might differ from person to
person within a family, we find out how different
views, if extreme, among the members, can affect
their relationships with each other

thus damaging your family’s
reputation. So, you got to be
careful about what you put
on social media for the sake
of your family.”

SEVERING
FAMILY TIES
In extreme cases, it could
lead to a complete break
down within the family and
severing of ties.
Shetty says, “In many
such families, individual
goals come to the fore and
collective family goals are no
longer important. ‘What’s in
it for me?’ is the allimportant question. It’s the ‘I
, Me and Myself’ syndrome.
Naked ambition rules the
mind when an all-inclusive
vision is clearly missing.
This may take a long time to
heal, if at all the healing does
happen.”

AVOIDING EACH
OTHER
In many cases, people in
such families may avoid each
other completely because of
fights, arguments or
disagreements.
Rajan B Bhonsle,
psychotherapist, explains,
“They would deliberately
return home when the other
family member is not
present, try to be asleep,
pretend to be busy on a call
or on a laptop. At times, they
will ask people they know to
be around so that sensitive/
awkward issues are not
discussed at home.”
PHOTOS: IMAGESBAZAAR; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

THE SOLUTION
n Simplest way to deal

with disagreements is
acceptance that
disagreements are an
integral part of every
relationship. If
accepted, then the
perspective changes
from seeing the
situation as a problem
to that of expression
of another dimension
of a relationship .
n Mood swings can be
dealt with meditation.
Deep breathing for
about five to 10
minutes with eyes
closed and all gadgets
switched off is
extremely effective in
bringing stillness to
the mind and body. It
provides immense
relief even to the
nervous system. These
methods alter the
energy flow within
this magnificent
system of ours and
thereby the mood.
n Social media clashes
can best be avoided. It
is important to
maintain a decorum in
all expression on social
media.
n Severed family ties
takes time to heal. One
could make a
beginning by
accepting that
extreme love and
extreme hate are signs
of influence. Don’t let
anybody define you.
Viveck Shetty,
life coach and
motivational speaker
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JALANDHAR
‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW
Juhi Chakraborty

overwhelmed with the love
that the audience give me.

or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature humour.
He tells us, he had wanted
to be a cop or a singer, if not a
comedian. Excerpts:

You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years. What’s
the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love that
I got (upon return) was
immense, my audience
welcomed me with open arms.
Obviously without my
mother’s
blessings,

F

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make millions
laugh with your wit and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky. My
passion is my profession, and
I’m thankful for that. The
instant response that you
get from people is great,
and I’m extremely

nothing would have been
possible — she is my pillar of
strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the comedian,
changed after marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.
Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her for
the first time in college, I saw
that her comic timing on stage
was very good. She is my
critic. She is also my biggest
fan and laughs on almost all
my jokes.

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Which celebrity
guest has been the
most sporting on
your show?
All my guests

STOP PRESS

A comedy film you’d have loved to
do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

have been very supportive and
fun, but one person who I
adore is Dharam paaji (actor
Dharmendra). When my show
was just starting out, no one
really wanted to be a part of it,
but he came on my show, and
it got a lot of love and
appreciation.

Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

Rishabh Suri

Vahbiz Dorabjee (top);
Vivian Dsena (above)

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T

Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital space: Farah
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and commercial
potboilers, filmmaker
Farah Khan now plans to
explore the territory that she
hasn’t charted yet — the OTT
platforms. She is turning a
producer for a film that her
husband Shirish Kunder is
directing for the web space.
But more on that later. First,
we ask her when will she direct
a film again, for it has been four
years since her last release,
Happy New Year? Turns out
she is itching to do so.
“I have taken a four-year gap
now and my motivation is to do
a film that I’d absolutely love
doing. Every morning, when I
wake up, there should be a big
smile on my face,” she says,

K

adding, “The process of making
a movie can either be truly
enjoyable or stressful; for me, it
has to be the former, because at
times, it takes an entire year of
my life.... On several days I
don’t get to see my kids
(triplets, Anya, Diva and Czar,
who are 11 years old) and I can’t
go on holidays, so it must really
excite me.” And then came this
script that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The script
was with another producer for
almost two years. But nothing
worked out on that front even
when they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything worked
out for us,” she says.
And digital was the apt space
for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt the
team. “Everything is much
bigger on the digital medium.

At that point, Jacqueline also
wanted to do something beyond
what she had done so far, so it
fell into place,” she shares.
Despite the immense reach
of the OTT platforms, they are
no threat to the box office
business. “When the television
came in the 50-60s, for years
they kept saying the films will
now be over but the business
has just grown. When the
internet came, they said the
same thing. And now with the
advent of the digital space, the
same stuff is being said. The
thing is, the need for content is
going to grow. The kids from
this generation are tech savvy,
but for films like Avengers,
people will still flock the
theatres. The business is
booming, so films are not going
to be threatened,” she says.

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, JALANDHAR
SUN DAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

DRIFTING AWAY FROMYOUR
PARTNER? IT’S TIMEYOU
DROP THESE HINTS
MAKE LESS EFFORTS

uilding a relationship
requires a lot of efforts.
During the initial phases,
it may seem like your life is a
bed of roses as your partner
makes all the efforts to woo
you. However, if your
partner’s interest is withering
away, that’s when you need to
give signs to your partner that
you’re not feeling the same
way. Experts share some
hints that you can drop to
your partner either to make
the relationship work or to
find out whether your partner
is enjoying your company or
not.

The moment you notice that
your partner has stopped
making as many efforts as he
or she used to do in the
beginning of the relationship,
you
need to stop making efforts
too. In that case, the person
will either realise your
importance or will remain
unaffected. If the
latter is true, it is time to face
the moment of truth.

B

START GOING OUT ON
YOUR OWN
Partners are usually
dependent on each other

even if the person is there
with you or not.
(With inputs from
relationship experts Pulkit
Sharma and Jai Madan)

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two

F

years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding. “I am living
my dream working with one of
the best production houses
and having my show air on the
biggest channel. I don’t want
to break the flow by taking a
break for 15-20 days [for my
wedding],”
g], he adds.

Poonam
nam Preet
ree

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
beware of it because apart
from having the lordship of
two houses, it also aspects
(drishti) the Karaka of five
houses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
9th and 10th house. Which
means that if Jupiter as a
Karaka gets placed in any of
these houses, it tends to
destroy the significations of
that house (Karaka Bhav
Nashayay) as it has such a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
tri
eaponry like law,
lculations, stealth, and
unningness, to lay its claim.
iis easy to spot those who get
ominated by a negative
upiter as they are quick to
aise themselves but
nerally see others as
fferior to themselves. They
iticise others and are
llous where their wives are
ncerned. They are given to

Zayn Malik

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

REMIND THE PERSON
WHAT HE OR SHE IS
GOING TO MISS OUT
And in the process, do make
the partner realise that you
are not doing all this for him
or her. It is the way you are
and you would never change

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

when it comes to going out for
shopping or other errands.
But once you drop the
dependency and start doing
things independently, your
partner may realise that
something is wrong in the
relationship and try to sort
things out.

No matter how superficial it
may sound, your partner does
like some physical attributes
in you. Try taking good care of
yourself. Look good, smell
good and dress to impress.

Taylor Swift

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

DAILY HOROSCOPE

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Akshay Kaushal

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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ShaileneWoodley
tracksamurderer
inhernextfilm
hailene Woodley is all set
to be a part of an
upcoming serial killer
thriller, Misanthrope. The
actor is known for starring in
The Fault in Our Stars (2014)
and the Divergent trilogy.
Damian Szifron, who
directed the Academy Award
nominated Wild Tales (2014),
has written the screenplay of
the film along with Jonathan
Wakeham.
Misanthrope will revolve
around a talented yet troubled
cop recruited by the FBI to
hunt for a murderer.
The shooting of the film is
scheduled to be done in
Atlanta this year. The makers
are yet to finalise the
additional cast for the film.
“Screenplays like
Misanthrope, that is this well
executed both in theme and
tone, are rare to come by with
a director like Damian behind
the wheel,”said Woodley, who
starred in Fault in Our Stars
(2014).
The actor added, “I have
complete trust we will create
something that will have a
profound impact on cinema
and will resonate with
audiences, especially given the
times we are living in right
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JAMIE DIDN’TWANT
TODOFIFTYSHADES

PHOTO: TAYLOR
JEWELL/
INVISION/AP

now. I couldn’t be more excited
to be a part of this team.”
Meanwhile, director Szifron
said, “I’m privileged to be
working with an actor as
talented and inspiring as
Shailene Woodley, this
incredible producing team...
Misanthrope will deliver the
kind of cinematic experience
that made me a filmmaker and
I can’t wait to share it with
audiences all over the world.”
Woodley, who is an Emmy
and Golden Globe nominated
actor, recently wrapped up the
film No No No, Yes which is
helmed by director Drake
ANI
Doremus.

Jamie Dornan, who played Christian Grey in the films, said he took
on the role only because it was an ‘incredible’ financial opportunity

ctor Jamie Dornan,
who shot to fame with
Fifty Shades of Grey
(2015), has revealed
he was initially sceptical
about featuring in the
erotic-romance trilogy as he
feared the films would be
critically panned.
The actor, who played
Christian Grey in the films,
said he took on the role as it
was an “incredible”
financial opportunity.
“It’s very odd, to be
honest. You are presented
with this incredible
opportunity that is going to
have a big impact on your
life and change many things
— to be honest mostly
financially, but also career.
It’ll open so many doors, but
you know it’s going to get
panned. You’re trying to
make the best of it, but we
knew that because the
books were adored by

A

THE FILM
MISANTHROPE WILL
REVOLVE AROUND A
TALENTED YET
TROUBLED COP,
PLAYED BY WOODLEY,
RECRUITED BY THE
FBI TO HUNT FOR A
MURDERER

many, bought by many, but
panned by many... [it was]
probably going to be the
same for the movies,”
Dornan said on a podcast.
The 37-year-old said
working on the films,
based on EL James’
best-selling novels,
was no different from
any other movie.
“They’re a great joy
to be a part of, and a
crazy journey to go
on, but above
everything else,
they are just a job.
It’s no different to
any other film set; it’s
just simulating more
sex,” he added.
Dornan also said there
were a lot of things about
Christian Grey that he
found “gross”. “I don’t
think I’ll ever play a
character who’s less like
PTI
me,” he added.

Jamie Dornan as Christian Grey in a still from the film

Jennifer Garner
goes to Broadway
camp in her next

Is Oprah Winfrey
quitting acting?
prah Winfrey has
revealed that she might
not act again as the art
“does not feed” her soul
anymore. The popular hostactor, whose last cinematic
outing was Ava Duvernay’s
A Wrinkle in Time (2018),
said acting is not a
profession one can “dabble
in”.
“[Acting] doesn’t feed me
anymore. But I think to be
really, really good at it,
you’ve got to do it a lot.
You’ve got to work at it. And
it’s got to be something that
you have true passion about.
I don’t think it’s something
you can dabble in. It was fun
to be Mrs Which (in A
Wrinkle in Time), and I did
that because I wanted to go to
New Zealand and wear the
costumes. But no, it doesn’t
feed my soul anymore,”
Winfrey told The Hollywood
Reporter.
The 65-year-old also
revealed that she was no
longer a part of the newsbased show 60 Minutes.

O

Shailene Woodley gained global recognition with her role in The Fault
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK
in Our Stars (2014)

[Acting] doesn’t feed
me anymore. To be
good at it, you’ve got
to do it a lot. It’s got
to be something that
you have true
passion about.
OPRAH WINFREY
HOST-ACTOR

Winfrey said she decided
to leave as the stint was
“flattening out my
personality”.
The Oscar and Golden
Globe nominated actor also
wanted to focus on her
commitments to a tech giant,
which includes a book club,
documentaries, and a
potential series on which she
might come back in her
quintessential interviewer
PTI
avatar.

Jennifer Garner’s
last cinematic
outing was the
crime drama
Peppermint
PHOTO:
SHUTTERSTOCK

Oprah Winfrey’s
last film was A
Wrinkle in Time
(2018)
PHOTO: EVAN SUNG/THE
NEW YORK TIMES

Gabriel Luna to turn Ghost Rider Look beyond the Chris
again in stand-alone series
league, urges Nanjiani
ctor Gabriel Luna is set to
comeback as the avenging
demon Ghost Rider. The
actor, who previously played
the role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., will
reclaim it for a stand-alone
eponymous live-action series
for a streaming platform.
The show is based on the
comic book character of the
same name. Sources tell
Variety that this will be a new
iteration of the character
which will not be connected to
the Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
storyline.
Ghost Rider, whose real
name is Robbie Reyes, is
consumed by hellfire and is
supernaturally bound to a
demon. When he unleashes the
Rider, Robbie brings
vengeance for the innocents,
but struggles to control the
power he wields.
Ingrid Escajeda will serve
as showrunner and executive
producer on the show.
The streaming service has
also ordered a live-action
series, Helstrom. Other
projects already in the works
for the web platform are
animated shows based on
Howard the Duck, M.O.D.O.K,
Hit-Monkey, and Tigra and
Dazzler.
The same platform also airs
the live-action series
Runaways, which is going into
its third season.

A

PTI

Gabriel Luna
previously played the
role in the TV series
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

ctor-writer Kumail
Nanjiani praised the
power of diversity and
called on the entertainment
industry to do better with
inclusion, saying “everyone
named Chris” had all the
power in Hollywood.
The 41-year-old PakistaniAmerican said to empower is
to give “someone the authority
or power to do something”.
“Power is all about what
you’ve done for yourself.
Empowerment is about what
you’ve done for others — that
you can then brag about to
others at power lunches. Huge
difference,” he joked.
“It implies a certain party
does have the power. In
Hollywood, it’s everyone
named Chris... Everyone
named Chris has all the
power,” he quipped.
The Big Sick writer-actor,
who was nominated for Oscar
for Best Original Screenplay in
2018 with wife Emily V
Gordon, explained giving
opportunity to a diverse
people entailed empowerment.
He also underscored the
importance of diversity and
inclusion on screen. “If
[movies and TV shows] don’t
reflect the world we live in, the
image that’s on screen gets
superimposed onto our reality,
and it erases groups of people,
and it becomes so that... only
the stories of certain groups of
people matter,” he said.
PTI

A

Kumail
Nanjiani was
nominated for
Oscar for Best
Original
Screenplay for
The Big Sick in
2018
PHOTO: VALERIE
MACON / AFP

ctor Jennifer Garner has
been roped in to star in
the comedy film, Fantasy
Camp. Abby Kohn and Marc
Silverstein of I Feel Pretty
(2018) fame are attached to
write and direct the project,
reported Deadline.
The duo also have to other
popular romcoms to their
credit, including Never Been
Kissed (1999), He’s Just Not
That Into You (2009), and The
Vow (2012).
The film follows Julie
(played by Garner), a failed
junior high school drama
teacher, who faces her fears
and pursues her dreams while
attending a Broadway
performing arts camp for
adults.

A

THE FILM FOLLOWS A
FAILED JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL DRAMA
TEACHER (PLAYED BY
GARNER), WHO FACES
HER FEARS WHILE
ATTENDING A
BROADWAY
PERFORMING ARTS
CAMP FOR ADULTS
Earlier, Kristen Bell was
attached to star in the feature.
This is Garner’s second
collaboration with the studio,
following the Pierre Moreldirected 2018 crime drama
Peppermint.
PTI
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INDULGE

ON SUNDAY
■

THREE TIMES LUCKY
Heston Blumenthal sprang to
fame two decades ago and
has had three Michelin stars
for over a decade now

Photo: ROHIT CHAWLA

■

■

REINVENTING THE FRY
Triple cooked chips, cooked
on the outside but full of
rich potato taste inside

SPOT ON
Heston’s restaurant Dinner in
London recreates British food
from the medieval era

The Gastronomic Perfectionist

■

HE’S GOT THE MOVES
The chef got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity

OF ALL of the world’s greatest chefs, Heston Blumenthal is the hardest to categorise. From scientific

breakthroughs to recreating medieval cuisine, he has done it all

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

I

t is usually not that difficult
to tell a great chef from a good
one. A great chef will not just
make delicious food (that’s a
given), but he will also create dishes
that linger in your memory. Some
truly great chefs will change the way
in which other chefs (and the rest of
us perhaps) look at food. Michel
Guérard taught the French that food
could be light and did not need flourthickened sauces. Ferran Adrià took
many of the scientific techniques
that the food production industry
used and customised them for restaurant kitchens. Alice Waters (or
Jeremiah Tower, depending on
whose version you believe) taught
Americans that fresh ingredients
were as important as cooking
techniques. The Troisgros brothers
told French chefs that fish tasted better if you cooked it a little less. And
so on.
But the thing about great chefs is
that there is nearly always one thing
you remember them for. A great
Japanese chef will be famous for
cooking the best rice in the world.
Someone like Alain Passard will
be remembered for giving vegetables pride of place in his kitchen.
Massimo Bottura’s contribution
was to take simple Italian food
and elevate it at a time when other
Italian chefs were Frenchifying
their cuisine. Gaggan Anand took
the central flavours of Indian cuisine
and created dishes that we never
imagined could exist, straddling the
cuisines of the world, all the way from
Japan to South America.
The surprising thing about
Heston Blumenthal is that though he
is one of the world’s most famous

chefs and the greatest chef to come
out of England in the last hundred
years, it is impossible to say what his
style is or to isolate any one contribution above all the others.
When he first sprang to fame two
decades ago (he has had three
Michelin stars for over a decade
now), the popular press tried to link
his food with the sorts of things that
Ferran Adrià was doing at El Bulli.
There were superficial similarities,
to be sure.
Both men recognised that the
very act of cooking was a scientific
process and built on that realisation.
But Adrià’s obsessions were with
form. A seemingly solid olive would
turn into a liquid in your mouth. A
familiar flavour would become a cloud
of smoke. A ‘soil’ (a powder) would
turn out to taste of something you
recognised (a vegetable perhaps).
Blumenthal, on the other hand,
seemed less obsessed with the alchemy
of form. His real passion seemed to be
flavour. His most famous early success
was Bacon and Egg Ice Cream, which
played up the egg in the custard that
went into the ice cream and then added
nuggets of bacony flavour. There was
some technology involved. Blumenthal,
more than any other chef, popularised
the use of liquid nitrogen to turn
the custard into ice cream within seconds. But he did not do it to play with
form – ice cream made that way is
smoother and tastes more like an ice
cream should.

And though the ‘molecular cuisine’ tag (the term was invented by a
Frenchman Hervé This and neither
Adrià nor Blumenthal is keen on it)
continued to dog him, it seemed to
be less and less appropriate.
Blumenthal’s
real
obsession
appeared to be perfection. He did a
TV show dedicated on finding out
how to create the best fish and chips,
the ideal steak and even a perfect
chicken tikka masala.
Then, as the media were still
writing about the food of the future
and space age foams, Blumenthal
went back a few centuries. His next
big venture, a large restaurant called
Dinner at the Mandarin Oriental
hotel in London, recreated British
food from the medieval era. This time
he did play with form. One of his
signature dishes was Meat Fruit, a
plate of fruit that looked so convincing that when you bit into it, you
were shocked to find that the ‘fruit’
had been created from chicken liver
mousse. The dish was historically
authentic (even in India during that
era, nawabs prided themselves on
getting their cooks to make ‘pulaos’
that looked right but were constructed entirely from sugar) but it always
struck me as being a witty riposte to
the claims of so-called molecular gastronomy. Yes it is clever to create a
bogus olive from liquid juices but
hey, they were doing the same sort of
thing, in their own way, hundreds of
years ago!

AT SEA LEVEL
Scallops prepared by chef
Blumenthal on his visit to India

Dinner has become the restaurant
Blumenthal is best known for (The Fat
Duck, his three-star restaurant in
Bray is booked up months in advance),
but even as people focused on his recreations of medieval food, one aspect
of his quest for perfection suddenly
became so famous that many of those
who cook it now, don’t even realise he
invented it.
The French are good with potatoes but most of their great potato
dishes involve a lot of dairy and a lot
of sieving (Joël Robuchon’s pommes
puree for example). When it comes to
the humble chip – the French Fry – the
best they could do was cook it twice so
that it crisped up nicely. Blumenthal
went a step further, understood the
mechanics of frying and created a triple cooked chip, perfectly, cooked on
the outside but full of a rich potato
taste on the inside. (This was at The
Hind’s Head, the pub he owns near
The Fat Duck.)
While all of these culinary marvels have been hugely influential, I got
the sense, while talking to
him last week that as proud as he was
of them, they seemed to matter less
and less.
Unlike many great chefs who are
happy to ponce about declaring that
they are artists, Blumenthal is much
more obsessed with the guy who eats
his food than he is with his art. His
ambition seems to be to offer his
guests a complete sensory experience,
with taste being no more than the
point of entry. At The Fat Duck, guests
are famously given headphones and
told to listen to the sounds of the seaside while eating seafood. But these
days, even that has begun to worry
him. No two people have the same
seaside experience: going to the
beach in St. Tropez is nothing
like going to Juhu. So how
can he get the diner to cast
his mind back to a personal
seaside experience?
It is a complicated question to which there is no real
answer. But, of all the great
chefs I have interviewed he is
the most willing to concede that
our enjoyment of food or drink
depends on many factors other than
just taste.
At a dinner he cooked at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity – he
was here for the Marriott group’s
Masters of Marriott programme – I

Curing A Drinking Problem

SUVS ARE gas-guzzling monsters, right? The Volvo XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid says you’re wrong

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

Y

ou’ll remember from
school that you can’t divide
a number by zero. It’s
why I couldn’t calculate
the mileage of the Volvo XC90 T8
because after 147km, the petrol it
consumed was 0.0 litres. It came to
the ofﬁce with around half a tank of
petrol, and a week later, it went back
with the same half tank. Sounds
crazy, doesn’t it? But it’s quite
possible in a plug-in hybrid, which
can be driven a fair distance using
just electricity.

SLOWLY DOES IT
Plug-in hybrids combine a petrol
engine with an electric motor, just
like a conventional hybrid, but the
difference with a plug-in is that it
carries a large battery that can be
charged from electrical outlets and
this is what gives it the extra range.
Now the plan was to use the
XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid for a working week without using a drop of

fuel. Ground zero was the Autocar
office where we’ve just fitted our
first fast charging unit, which no
doubt will be used by us a lot in the
future. A full charge gives the big
Volvo a handy range of 40km and
making the task of driving only on
electricity easier is the fact that I
don’t live far from the office. A
round trip is only 16km, so with full
charge at the office I could do the
daily back and forth drive without
having to recharge at home.
It takes me just 30 seconds to
unplug the T8’s thick umbilical
chord-like charging cable before I
haul myself up into the high but
comfy driver’s seat. But first things
first. I toggle the Drive Mode controller to ‘Pure’, which drives the
car only with the 87hp electric
motor. I ease the big Volvo out of
our parking bay with a gentle prod
of my right foot. The thing is that
even in Pure mode, if you flex your
foot hard, the petrol engine kicks in
because the hybrid system thinks
you want instant power. So, the
trick to stay completely in electric
mode and keep the engine from
waking up is to use minimal accelerator pedal inputs.

SHORT AND SWEET
On the first day, it took me around
40 minutes to do the 8km run home;
this works out to an average speed
of 16kph, which is pretty much the
rush hour norm on the choked
streets of Mumbai. However, the
range dropped to around 17km by
the time I got home, with the hybrid
peripheral battery cooling and air-

■

SIZE MATTERS
The plug-in carries a large
battery that can be charged
from electrical outlets. This
gives it the extra range

■

A MEATY DISGUISE
Meat Fruit looks like a fruit but is actually
created from chicken liver mousse

did a chat with him at the end of the
meal in front of an adoring audience. (He got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets.)
When we were discussing how difficult it is to be objective about food,
he suddenly asked the serving staff to
give every diner a glass of red wine.
Then he asked us to think of something happy and take a sip of wine.
Next, he asked us to think of something sad or horrible and to try the
same wine again. It tasted significantly worse, the audience conceded.
So that’s what food and drink are
about, he told them. It is as much to
do with your state of mind as it is
with the quality of what you are eating and drinking. All your senses and
your emotions come into play at the
same time.
We had chatted for an hour
before the dinner began and hadn’t
even touched on food because I got
the distinct sense that having
achieved everything he possibly
could in the food world before he was
50 (the three stars, commercial success, becoming a household name, a

■

GOURMET KING
Initially, Blumenthal’s food was linked to
what Ferran Adrià did at El Bulli

successful TV career, Number One
on the list of the World’s 50 Best
Restaurants etc.), he had begun to
think beyond the kitchen.
He had studied Buddhist meditation, was fascinated by the kabbalah
and was training his own senses to the
extent that he sometimes feels he can
smell the hormones (say melatonin)
that human beings secrete.
I have no idea where life will take
Heston Blumenthal next. At present
he lives in idyllic surroundings in
Provence and is enjoying a spell of
late fatherhood. His current obsession – and perhaps his favourite cooking ingredient – is water. And though
he will do what the business requires,
I don’t think money matters too much
to him.
My guess is that one day he will
take all of his current, more thoughtful and wide-ranging interests and
return to the kitchen. And just as he
shook up the cuisine world two
decades ago, the new Heston will
lead a new gastronomic revolution,
one that comes from deep inside his
entire being.

■

ON SLEEP MODE The
trick to stay completely
in electric mode and
keep the engine from
waking up is to use
minimal accelerator
pedal inputs

conditioning systems chewing
up a fair amount of juice. Would I
make it back to work the next
morning without running out of
charge?
I left early, traffic was smooth
and flowing, and it took me just 25
minutes to reach the charging dock
at the office, with enough charge
left for around 5km. Cutting it fine?
If it were a pure electric car, you
would be in a state of total panic,
but with a hybrid, you always have
a tank of fuel to fall back on and
that’s why a plug-in hybrid makes
such sense.
For the next five days, I used the
T8 not just for the office to home
run, but also for short runs to the
club, dinner engagements, press
conferences and the like, charging
the car every time I got back to the
office. It never ran out of juice and I
never had to fall back on the engine
to get me home. In fact, I never even
heard what the engine sounded like.
Yes, it’s a different story on the
highway where you quickly run out
of charge, and the hybrid advantage
is negated by the T8’s small fuel
tank and the engine’s thirst for fuel.
It’s only on short runs that plugin hybrids really shine and make a
lot of sense. More than anything,
my zero emissions week with a
massive SUV left me with a nice,
guilt-free feeling that lingers on.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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FROM CARGO pants that offer durability to fun-looking fanny packs, Here

are six pieces that marry form with functionality. Text by Drishti Vij.
Photos by Farhan Hussain. Styling by Jahnvi Bansal

W

hen Karan Johar wanted to gift Kajol a
designer handbag, the ﬁrst question she
asked, much to KJo’s horror, was whether
the bag had a zip in the front and back. The 44-yearold’s disdain for fancy bags, as revealed on the show
Koffee with Karan, was something of a highlight.
From structured cages and heavy petticoats to
ﬂoor-length gowns worn over tight corsets, dressing
up was once a tedious affair for women. But,
thankfully functionality is no longer a fantasy. And,
fashion’s current mood – practical over pretty – is
giving style-makers their long-due reality check.
“Perhaps, this is the reason why Indian clothes like
kurtas have pockets now. There are leather tabs
that help you roll up your sleeves and that always
makes clothes easy-to-wear and comfortable. These
are essential to any garment,” says fashion designer
Ragini Ahuja. For the new millennium, beautiful,
in the words of Belgian polymath Dries Van Noten,
is the only thing that’s boring. And, this turnover
of aesthetics – from ostentatious to pragmatic – is
surely resurrecting the past but it’s also leading the
way to future.
THE TWO-IN-ONE JACKET

TURN IT INSIDE
OUT FOR A NEW
LOOK

Make-up and hair:
Leeview Biswas
Styling assistant:
Chandni Agarwal

OVERALLS FOR ALL

MAKE POCKETS
YOUR BEST FRIENDS
Once worn by workers as
protective garments, the modern
iterations of overalls can now be
donned while running errands.
Plus, ditch your handbags and
stuff all you want in its pockets!
Wear it to: “A red carpet if it’s a chic boiler suit
or for running errands,” says fashion stylist Rishi
Raj.
Offers form and function by: “Being really
comfortable because it’s basically like a jumpsuit.
It offers pockets on your outﬁt for carrying things
like a lipstick or your keys. You don’t need a bag,”
he says.
Style it with: “A peasant blouse for a bohemian
look. You can also wear it with a bustier to look
sexy,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A heavy person with a nonbulky style and a skinny person in something
with details,” says Rishi.

Jumpsuit and coat, Pero;
shoes, H&M

Overalls and shirt, Anurag
Gupta; shoes, Rara Avis

THE FANNY PACK RETURNS

Top, skirt and fanny
pack, Cord

KEEP IT CLOSE
WITH THE REVISED
BELT BAG

Wear a reversible jacket
for the happiness of two
outfits in one!

This old-time tourist essential will
keep your hands free at all times
and keep all the valuables close
and safe

Wear it to: “Ofﬁce. You could even
wear it to a wedding if you wear it
with a sari,” says Rishi.
Offers form and function by:
Giving you the option of owning two
outﬁts in one jacket. “You can sport a
blingy look for a party and reverse it
to a casual look for a lunch,” he says.
Style it with: “Saris, jumpsuits
or trousers – you can throw it over
anything but do not look frumpy.
Make sure your look is clean and
appropriate,” he suggests.
Works best for: “A curvy person
if the jacket is ﬂuid. Don’t choose a
boxy silhouette if you’re skinny,” he
says.

Wear it to: “Lunch, brunch or even the boardroom
if you’re working in a creative space. It’s a versatile
bag,” says fashion designer Ragini Ahuja.
Offers form and function by: “Instantly
uplifting your outﬁt and it’s so easy to travel
with as well. It’s really comfortable to carry if
you don’t feel like carrying a bigger bag. You
can keep all your valuables like keys, money,
passport and it always remains close to your
body. So your hands will be free at all times,”
she says.
Style it with: “A tonal outﬁt if you’re sporting
a bright-coloured fanny pack,” she suggests.
Works best for: “All body types. You can wear
it around your waist to highlight it. And, if
you’re not comfortable with that then wear it
around your shoulder,” says Ragini.

COMBAT THE
NEED FOR
BACKPACKS
WITH THESE
NEW STATEMENT
TROUSERS

CYCLING SHORTS +
SHIRTS WITH XL POCKETS

STAY READY
FOR A VACAY
Sport the bikeeverywhere style on
your vacation

Wear it to: “Brunches,
lunches
or
even
meetings if they’re in
fabrics for suits. It’s a
great vacation musthave as they’re really
comfortable,”
says
Sonal.
Offers
form
and
function by: “Offering
ease of
movement
because of Lycra and
they’re durable and
sweat-resistant
too,”
says Sonal.
Style
it
with:
“Oversized shirts or
long jerseys with large
pockets.
Activewear
can look great outside
the gym as well,” says
Kanika.
Works
best
for:
“Women with toned
legs,” she concludes.
drishti.vij@htlive.com
Follow @VijDrishti on Twitter

Shirt, Rara Avis; pants;
Nicobar; Boots, H&M;
Jewellery, En Inde

PERSONAL AGENDA

Musician

Update your style with an
old wardrobe staple – cargo
pants. They will take you
from a hike to a hip
night out!
Wear it to: “An evening out with
your friends when you want to
look edgy, or a lazy Sunday lunch,”
says Ragini.
Offers form and function by:
“Be it concealed or non-concealed,
cargo pants have so many pockets
and that’s the best part about it.
They’re easy to wear. And, it can
look like a statement piece with
leather details,” she says.
Style it with: “A basic white kurta
or shirt as black cargo pants in
linen works great with these,”

Jacket and
shorts, H&M;
shoes and
bag, Rara
Avis

Louiz
Banks
she feels.
Works best for: “All body types,
but keeping the construction in
mind is important. Something
sleeker would look good on a curvy
person as opposed to a style with
bulging pockets that might look
great on someone who is petite,”
advises Ragini.

A TIMELESS TOTE FOR
ALL WEATHERS

BID ADIEU TO
CHIPS AND
STAINS
Come rain, hail or
shine, a weatherproof
tote will keep you
prepared for all seasons
Wear it to: “Your vacation.
Tote bags can be worn every
day, from ofﬁce to when you’re
going out shopping,” says
fashion designer Kanika Goyal.
Offers form and function
by: “It’s size. While these type
of totes do not offer many
pockets but the size allows you
to stuff a lot of things. One
should buy it for its space,”
says Kanika.
Style it with: “A funky outﬁt
like one from Moschino,”
suggests Kanika. “They’re
easy to carry but attract a lot
of attention,” she adds.
Works
best
for:
“An
environment
where
you
know it might rain any time”
says
fashion
designer
Sonal Verma.

DATE OF BIRTH

SUN SIGN

February 11

Aquarius

PLACE OF BIRTH

HOME TOWN

Kolkata

Darjeeling

SCHOOL/COLLEGE
St. Robert’s High School/
St. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling

FIRST BREAK Forming my own band, The
Louis Banks Brotherhood, in Kolkata (1971)
HIGH POINT OF YOUR LIFE
Meeting jazz legend Dizzy Gillespie and touring
with him as his pianist. That’s when I met my wife
Lorraine and fell in love with her too!

Photo: NEIL BANKS

THE COMEBACK OF CARGO
PANTS
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LOW POINT OF YOUR LIFE
When my mum and dad passed away

MY FAVOURITES
If not a musician, what would
d
you have been?
I’d have been a painter.

Indulgence: Belgian chocolates (that
I’m not allowed to eat!)

What, would you say,
is the best thing about being
a musician?
Being in the presence of divinity..

Food: Chinese

Tell us which is your most
loved romantic number?
Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven.
And a Bollywood song that’s
your absolute favourite...?
Yeh Vaada Raha by RD Burman
from the ﬁlm of the same name.
What’s the best thing about jazz?
Jazz deﬁnes freedom and it is
challenging, highly stimulating
and spiritual at the same time.
That’s what our celebration of the
International Jazz Day at the

City: Mumbai
Movie: Song Without End (1960)
and West Side Story (1961) .
Music apps: Sibelius,
Finale and Logic Pro
NCPA showcased.

social media?
I’m a regular WhatsApp guy
and I occasionally visit Facebook
for a good laugh. I’m not very
active on Instagram and
Twitter though.
When you are not creating
music, you are…?
Watching movies as well as
engrossing serials.
What’s your favourite
travel destination?
New York.

A piece of advice you would
want to give to young, aspiring
musicians...?
Practice, practice and practice!

The best thing about
marriage is...?
Being forever in love.

The best way to connect with
your fans is...?
By giving your best performance.
How active are you on

Name a musician you would love
to perform with.
Yo-Yo-Ma. He’s an amazing
cello player.

One achievement you are really
proud of...?
That I was able to convert
my passion for music into a
successful career.
What is your strategy in a crisis?
Stay calm and look for the nearest
ﬁre exit.
The first thing you do when you
wake up in the morning...?
Do a couple of stretches and then go
and sit on the throne.
And, the last thing before you
fall sleep...?
Browse on my iPad till I start to
doze off.
Finally, how do you de-stress?
By playing the piano.
Interviewed by Veenu Singh
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KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
GALECKI
high blood pressure mulling EXPECTING
over this question?
FIRST CHILD

getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
- RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
- PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
— ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

he Big Bang Theory star
Johnny Galecki is
expecting his first child
with girlfriend Alaina Meyer.
According to reports,
Galecki, 43, and Meyer, 21,
announced the news on
Instagram. “We are absolutely
over the moon to announce
that we will soon be welcoming
a little one into this crazy and
wonderful world,” Galecki
posted.
“We ask that you please
respect our privacy during this
celebratory time for us and our
families. There truly is love out
there for all. We hope ours is
the ember of yours, as we feel
yours is the ember of ours,” he
added.
IANS

T

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.
Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

Nushrat
Bharucha

Collin Rodrigues

MOOD SWINGS

ndia is in the middle of the
biggest spectacle that takes
place once in five years —
the Lok Sabha elections. It
often happens that you are
part of a family with
different political
affiliations. There may be
many reasons for this
phenomenon. But does
having contradictory
political views within a
single family affect their ties
with each other? If so, how?
Here, experts throw light on
some of the personal issues
that such families face.

Another consequence of
such family ties is mood
swings. Shetty says, “Here,
the pendulum of thought
swings from anger to
resentment to a feeling of
helplessness and to finally
accepting reality. This could
result in an absolute
psychological drama within
the house at regular
intervals.”

DESERTION
Despite such families living
together, there could be a
sense of emptiness and
loneliness within each
person. Viveck Shetty, life
coach, says, “This emptiness
is a self-created problem
because people in such
families expect others to be
in complete agreement with
their views or don’t
understand the mechanics of
relationships. They draw up
goals without paying
attention to the process.”

DISAGREEMENTS
A lot of families would have a
common viewpoint about
how their country needs to
move ahead. But it’s a
different story in families
with diverse political
affiliations. Dr Fabian
Almeida, consultant
psychiatrist at a hospital,
says, “Everyone is entitled to
have an opinion, and it may
not be the right one. But if
the differences keep
increasing because of
political reasons, it can take
an adverse toll on family’s
personal relations.”

SOCIAL MEDIA CLASH
Members of a family with
different political leanings
will obviously have a social
media presence, too. And,
their differences can often
crop up on public domains.
Dr Riddhish K Maru,
psychiatrist says, “No one
wants to have a public tiff
with family members on
social media. Do remember,
a strong reaction towards a
party that one family
member likes and another
opposes, can lead to a
verbal spat online,

Host of a reality show actor Ravi Dubey with singers and
judges of the programme Richa Sharma, Shaan and Amaal
Mallik in Amritsar on Saturday.

Eating more rice could protect
you against obesity, says study
besity levels are
substantially lower in
countries that consume
high amounts of rice, while
countries with lower average
rice intake have higher obesity
levels, recent findings suggest.
The link between rice
intake and obesity persisted
even after taking into account
other lifestyle and socioeconomic risk factors,
including total energy
consumption, education,
smoking, gross domestic
product per capita, and health
expenditure.
The researchers estimate
that even a modest increase in
average rice consumption
could reduce the worldwide
prevalence of obesity by 1%.
“The observed associations
suggest that the obesity rate is
low in countries that eat rice
as a staple food. Therefore,
Japanese food or an Asianfood-style diet, based on rice,
may help prevent obesity.
Given the rising levels of
obesity worldwide, eating
more rice should be
recommended to protect
against obesity even in
western countries,” said
Tomoko Imai, lead researcher
of the study discussed in

O

Inopposition?
I

FREEZE FRAME

WITH MEYER

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Eating rice seems to protect
against weight gain
European Congress on Obesity
meeting. People who eat
higher levels of dietary fibre
and whole grains have lower
body weight and cholesterol,
and lower rates of noncommunicable diseases as
compared with people with
lower intakes.
To better understand the
link between the two, Imai and
colleagues examined rice
relative consumption and
energy consumption in the
diets of 136 countries with
populations of more than 1
million, using data from the
UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. These data were
analysed together with
estimates of obesity
prevalence, the average
number of years spent in

education, percentage of the
population over 65 years old,
gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita, and health
expenditure.
Their analysis showed that
total energy consumed,
smoking rates, obesity levels,
percentage of population over
65 years old, GDP, education,
and health expenditure were
significantly lower in
countries that consumed high
levels of rice. Even after taking
into account and adjusting for
these known risk factors, an
inverse association was
observed between rice
consumption and rates of
obesity. Eating rice seems to
protect against weight gain.
It’s possible that the fibre,
nutrients, and plant
compounds found in whole
grains may increase feelings of
fullness and prevent
overeating. “Rice is also low in
fat and has a relatively low
postprandial blood glucose
level which suppresses
insulin secretion. However,
there are also reports that
people who overeat rice are
more likely to develop
metabolic syndrome and
diabetes,” said Imai.

ANI

Political preferences might differ from person to
person within a family, we find out how different
views, if extreme, among the members, can affect
their relationships with each other

thus damaging your family’s
reputation. So, you got to be
careful about what you put
on social media for the sake
of your family.”

SEVERING
FAMILY TIES
In extreme cases, it could
lead to a complete break
down within the family and
severing of ties.
Shetty says, “In many
such families, individual
goals come to the fore and
collective family goals are no
longer important. ‘What’s in
it for me?’ is the allimportant question. It’s the ‘I
, Me and Myself’ syndrome.
Naked ambition rules the
mind when an all-inclusive
vision is clearly missing.
This may take a long time to
heal, if at all the healing does
happen.”

AVOIDING EACH
OTHER
In many cases, people in
such families may avoid each
other completely because of
fights, arguments or
disagreements.
Rajan B Bhonsle,
psychotherapist, explains,
“They would deliberately
return home when the other
family member is not
present, try to be asleep,
pretend to be busy on a call
or on a laptop. At times, they
will ask people they know to
be around so that sensitive/
awkward issues are not
discussed at home.”
PHOTOS: IMAGESBAZAAR; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

THE SOLUTION
n Simplest way to deal

with disagreements is
acceptance that
disagreements are an
integral part of every
relationship. If
accepted, then the
perspective changes
from seeing the
situation as a problem
to that of expression
of another dimension
of a relationship .
n Mood swings can be
dealt with meditation.
Deep breathing for
about five to 10
minutes with eyes
closed and all gadgets
switched off is
extremely effective in
bringing stillness to
the mind and body. It
provides immense
relief even to the
nervous system. These
methods alter the
energy flow within
this magnificent
system of ours and
thereby the mood.
n Social media clashes
can best be avoided. It
is important to
maintain a decorum in
all expression on social
media.
n Severed family ties
takes time to heal. One
could make a
beginning by
accepting that
extreme love and
extreme hate are signs
of influence. Don’t let
anybody define you.
Viveck Shetty,
life coach and
motivational speaker
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MORE THAN HAPPY TO WORK WITH KARTIK
AGAIN, SAYS NUSHRAT BHARUCHA
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‘SHAADI JOKES MORE AUTHENTIC NOW’
COMEDIAN KAPIL SAYS HIS DRIVING FORCE IS HIS AUDIENCE >>p3
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shortstories
SIDDHANT DOES
NOT WANT
TO BE JUST AN
EYE CANDY
MUMBAI: Siddhant Chaturvedi
was studying to be a chartered
accountant until he decided to
give acting a chance. He feels the
five years of preparations and
hard work that he put into it, paid
off with the success of Gully Boy,
in which he played MC Sher. “My
family was supportive, even when
I changed my profession,” he says
but not everyone was, “I had
become aloof because when I
shifted my profession, things
changed. My friends’ families used
to think yeh kya hero banne nikla
hai.” But he knew what he was
doing. “I had the sense of how to
go about things, and believed in
waiting for the right opportunity,”
says Siddhant, who has locked his
second film, but is tight-lipped
until official announcement is
››P3
made.

Everyone wants to be on the
digital space: Farah
MUMBAI: Known for melodramatic romances and commercial
potboilers, filmmaker Farah Khan
now plans to explore the territory
that she hasn’t charted yet — the
OTT platforms. She is turning a
producer for a film that her
husband Shirish Kunder is directing for the web space. But more
on that later. First, we ask her
when will she direct a film again,
for it has been four years since her
last release, Happy New Year?
Turns out she is itching to do so. “I
have taken a four-year gap now
and my motivation is to do a film
that I’d absolutely love doing.
When I wake up, there should be a
smile on my face,” she says. ››P3

Sangrur police bust gang
of fraudsters, arrest two

‘Congress, SAD
conspiring to
remove leader
of opposition’

Nyay will do justice
to every poor
family: Preneet

IN NET Accused used to trick people into availing loans from their fake financing firms

Mohit Singla

HT Correspondent

n

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SANGRUR : The Sangrur police on

Saturday claimed to have busted a gang allegedly involved in
defrauding people on the pretext of providing loans.
The police arrested two men
and claimed to have recovered
₹1.13 lakh from their possession.
The accused have been identified as Manoj Kumar, 50, a resident of Amritsar, and Pawan
Seth, 31, a native of Beas.
Speaking to mediapersons,
Dhuri deputy superintendent of
police (DSP) Mohit Aggarwal
said the accused used to run
fake financing firms and regularly advertised about them in
newspapers.
“Following the complaint of
one Gurdeep Singh of Punawal
village near Dhuri, who claimed
he was duped of ₹6.45 lakh, a
police team nabbed the accused
from their native places,” DSP
Aggarwal said.
He said victim Gurdeep had
read an advertisement in 2017
and called them to get a loan of
₹40 lakh for livestock.
“Though he had filed a complaint in 2017, the police
received another application on
April 20, 2019. Then we started a
probe and followed a mobile

n

The accused (face covered) in police custody in Sangrur on Saturday.

number, through which we
were able to trace the accused,”
DSP Aggarwal added.
USED TO TARGET
PEOPLE WITH NOTHING
TO MORTGAGE
He said the accused used to target those people who could not
provide any security or proper
documents for loan.

The DSP added that the duo
were arrested from their residences in the last week of April.
“They were in police remand till
Saturday,” he said.
A first information report
(FIR) under Sections 420 (cheating) and 120-B (criminal conspiracy) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) has been registered
at the Sadar police station in

HT Correspondent

HT PHOTO

Dhuri against the fraudsters.
“They have duped a number
of people in Batala (Gurdaspur),
Bathinda, Tarn Taran,
Muktsar, Mansa, Khanna and
other parts of the state. The
accused stored money with
Seth’s brother Raman Kumar.
However, we are probing the
matter from different angles,”
the DSP added.

was selling the products as
“NaMo” merchandise.
The vehicle had a message on
it that the amount collected by
selling the merchandise will be
donated for cleaning of the
Ganga.
When contacted, Jatinder
Mittal, district president, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said
they had nothing to do with the
vehicle or the material, and
were not aware about the incident.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Municipal corporation (MC) officials on Saturday
seized a pick-up auto carrying
“NaMo” merchandise in
Shimlapuri.
Scores of T-shirts, pens, caps,
wristbands, key rings, coffee
mugs, badges and stationery
items bearing pictures of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were
seized and handed over to the
police. The driver of the vehicle
managed to flee after abandoning it.
Similar mobile stores, called
“NaMo rath” , were flagged off
by the BJP across the country in
March before imposition of the
model code of conduct.
Rohit Sahota, superintendent, MC Zone C, said they
received information that a man
was selling articles bearing pictures of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Shimlapuri, which
fell under the Ludhiana South
constituency.
“As this is sheer violation of
the model code of conduct, an
MC team reached the spot and
found a man selling the articles
among the public. The team
immediately seized the vehicle
and material, and handed them

n

An unidentified man was selling T-shirts, pens, caps, wristbands, key rings, coffee mugs, badges and
stationery items bearing pictures of Prime Minister Narendra Modi from the vehicle.
HT PHOTO

over to the Division Number 6
police. However, the vehicle
driver managed to flee,” Sahota
said.
Inspector Amarjit Singh, sta-

tion house officer (SHO), Division Number 6 police station,
said a case under Section 171-H
of the Representation of People
Act, 1951, had been registered

against the unidentified
accused.
Police have launched a manhunt to arrest the accused.
The SHO said the accused

TWO MORE
CASES LODGED
Meanwhile, the Shimlapuri
Police have booked unidentified
accused in two separate cases
for pasting pictures of Congress
and Lok Insaaf Party candidates
in Chet Singh Nagar.
The cases were registered following complaints by members
of flying squads from the election office.
Officials said the posters of
LIP candidate Simarjeet Singh
Bains and Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu were
pasted on walls without permission, in violation of the poll
code.
The cases were lodged under
Section 127-A of the Representation of People Act, 1951.

Of 216 players, Imported cigarettes seized
just 1 from state
WOMEN’S FOOTBALL LEAGUE

CHANDIGARH:The UT vigilance offi-

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :Among the 216 football

players set to participate in the
third edition of the Indian
Women’s League here, just one
is from Punjab. Besides, none of
the 12 football clubs are from
the state.
The league will get underway
at the Guru Nanak Stadium on
Sunday when defending champion Rising Student’s Club takes
on Gokulam Kerala FC.
The teams have been divided
into two groups. Group 1 consists of Rising Student’s Club,
Gokulam Kerala FC, FC Alakhpura, Hans Women Football
Club, Central SSB Women Football Club and Panjim Footballers. Group 2 comprises Manipur Police, Sethu FC, Bangalore
United FC, SAI-STC Cuttack, FC
Kolhapur City, and Baroda
Football Academy. Each club
has 18 members, of which 11 will
take the field.
Addressing the media here on
Saturday, officials of the Punjab
Football Association said there
were still taboos within Punjab

n

SARNA
ADVISES
BADALS TO
SETTLE
ABROAD

patiala@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

Vehicle with NaMo merchandise seized in Ludhiana
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

regarding girls taking up sports
like football.
“Families rarely allow girl to
opt for this game. But, we are
putting in efforts to generate
awareness, and organising such
events here to encourage girls,”
said Harjinder Singh, general
secretary, Punjab Football
Association.
He said, “Manisha is one of
our own, from Hoshiarpur. It’s
because of her performances
with the junior and senior
national teams that she has now
got a contract with Gokulam
Kerala FC.”
Having shown her mettle
with the under-19 side in the
AFC U-19 Women’s Championship Qualifiers last year,
17-year-old Manisha was
recently picked up for the
national squad by head coach
Maymol Rocky.
“The association is working
to gradually improve the level of
football in Punjab. It is unfortunate that not a single nationallevel referee is from the state.
Apart from this, the number of
female coaches is also few and
far between,” Harjinder said.

cials on Saturday carried out
three surprise raids in different
parts of the city and seized
imported cigarettes worth ₹15
lakh from Industrial Area here
on Saturday.
Probing officials said they
received secret information
about selling of duplicate
imported cigarettes to the general
public in the city. The cigarette
packing didn't have any pictorial
warning nor was the maximum

retail price (MRP) printed on
them.
Deputy superintendent of
police (DSP) Deepak Yadav said,
“During the raids at least 1,45,000
cigarettes of imported brands like
Black, Dunhill, Gudang Garam,
Marlboro, Pine, Mond, Benson &
Hedges were recovered.”
The contraband was handed
over to concerned police officials
for further action under the
COPTA Act.
Roshan of Industrial Area

Phase 1, Nagpal of Sector 22 and
Dammy of Sector 38 were issued
challans by the vigilance, Yadav
said.
Meanwhile, a vigilance
enquiry was initiated to probe
how the imported cigarettes were
brought here and how were they
being sold without MRP.
SP Niharika Bhatt said, “We
are trying to trace the suppliers
who were delivering the packets
without any statutory warning.”
HTC

NABHA : Chairperson of the Aam

PATIALA: Congress candidate from

Aadmi Party’s (AAP’s) Punjab
Lok Sabha election campaign
committee Aman Arora on Saturday alleged that the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and the
Congress were conspiring to
remove the leader of Opposition
in the Punjab assembly.
Sunam MLA Aman Arora said
the Congress and the SAD were
hand-in-glove and both had collective agenda of targeting the
AAP in order to “continue their
friendly match”.
“When the Congress could do
no good and fulfil none of its
promises despite having 77
MLAs, what will they do with
two more,” he questioned.
He said leader of Opposition
Harpal Singh Cheema was raising the voice of public with great
intensity and the SAD and the
Congress could not tolerate that.
“So they started horse trading,”
Arora added.
Arora campaigned for the
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP’s)
Patiala Lok Sabha seat candidate
Neena Mittal in Bhadson and
Nabha on Saturday and
appealed the voters to vote for
Mittal, who comes from ‘aam’
background.
After two MLAs from the
AAP, Nazar Singh Maansahaia
(Mansa) and Amarjit Singh Sandoa (Ropar) joined the Congress
and Sukhpal Khaira resigned,
the AAP is left with 17 MLAs. The
AAP has been left behind the
SAD-BJP alliance in numbers,
which has 18 seats. Two seats are
with Bains brothers of the Lok
Insaaf Party (LIP).

the Patiala Lok Sabha segment
Preneet Kaur on Saturday said
that the Nyuntam Aay Yojana
(Nyay) scheme announced by the
party in its election manifesto
will do justice to every citizen,
who is under below poverty line,
irrespective of caste, creed or religion.
She said under the scheme,
₹6,000 will be deposited in the
bank account of the person meeting the criteria.
She was addressing meetings
in villages — Balberha, Ghram
and Pipal Kheri — of the Sanaur
assembly segment under the
Patiala parliamentary constituency. Listing farmer debt waiver
as major achievement of the state
government, she targeted the
SAD-BJP over demonetisation,
failure to implement Swaminathan commission report and other
issues.
She said the way demonetisation was forced upon people, it
only showed government’s insensitivity towards them.
Preneet said unlike Modi’s
fake promise of depositing ₹15
lakh in the account of every citizen, Nyay was a well-thought and
researched scheme which was
aimed at alleviating the downtrodden.
She said the schemes launched
by the BJP government had benefited only a section of people,
while a majority of the people has
been left high and dry. “There is
still a majority of people who cannot make both ends meet,” she
said, while assuring that the
Nyay will go a long way in helping
such people.

NABHA : Former chief of
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee Paramjit Singh
Sarna on Saturday
advised the former Punjab chief minister, Parkash Singh Badal, to
leave politics and settle
abroad where, as per
him, senior Badal has
thousands of acres of
land.
Sarna, the Shiromani
Akali Dal (Delhi) chief,
campaigned in the
favour of Preneet Kaur
on Saturday and visited
various villages of the
Patiala Lok Sabha constituency. He said,
“Parkash Singh Badal,
in order to win the
Bathinda seat for his
daughter-in-law, apologised before the public.
If he is apologetic, he
and his family should
resign from politics and
settle abroad.”
However, he warned
CM Captain Amarinder
Singh and said if justice
(in sacrilege and firing
cases) was not delivered, he would oppose
the ruling leaders too.

DR GANDHI DARES
PRENEET FOR DEBATE
Punjab Democratic Alliance
(PDA) candidate and sitting MP
Dr Dharmvira Gandhi has challenged Preneet for a public debate
over the issues pertaining to Punjab and Patiala. Dr Gandhi said
that Preneet was “telling lies” to
voters and listing “false achievements”.
“She remained MP for 15 years

from Patiala, while I served for
only five years. I have a long list of
achievements than hers. If she
had done something for the area,
she should debate with me and
also list her future vision for
Patiala and Punjab,” he said.
He asked the people to vote
wisely after comparing the work
of the candidates in fray for the
general elections.

›

When the Congress
could do no good and
fulfil none of its promises
despite having 77 MLAs,
what will they do with two
more? The party is
resorting to horse trading
AMAN ARORA, AAP’s Sunam MLA

14-year-old booked
for raping minor
cousin in Mohali

Mohit Singla
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

3 SNATCHERS
LAND IN
LUDHIANA
POLICE NET
HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :A 14-year-old juvenile of
Nepal has been booked on
charge of sexually assaulting
his three-year-old cousin in
Kharar.
Childline on Friday night
received a call after the victim
was rushed to the Government
Multi Specialty Hospital
(GMSH), Sector 16, Chandigarh,
from Kharar.
The mother of the victim told
the Childline that she was sexually assaulted by her cousin.
The juvenile accused is a student of Class 5 and absconding.
The fathers of the victim as well
the accused are brothers and
they stay together.
The incident came to the fore
when the mother of the minor
victim returned home after
work and found the three-year-

THE JUVENILE ACCUSED
IS A STUDENT OF CLASS
5 AND ABSCONDING; THE
FATHERS OF THE VICTIM
AND THE ACCUSED ARE
BROTHERS, AND STAY
TOGETHER
old crying.
On enquiry, the victim told
her mother of the sexual assault
by her cousin.
The medical examination of
the victim has been conducted
and the girl is undergoing treatment.
A case under Section 376
(rape) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and relevant sections of
The Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act was
registered at Kharar (City)
police station.

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Police claim to have
solved 12 cases of snatching with
the arrest of three men.
The accused have been identified as Karan Singh and Pardeep
Kumar, both residents of Basant
Nagar, Shimlapuri, and Ashish
Kumar of Mahadev Nagar,
Lohara.
ASI Ranjit Singh of CIA Staff-1,
said Karan and Pradeep were
arrested from a checkpost at Partap Chowk. A total of six mobile
phones and a motorcycle were
recovered from their possession.
The ASI said during questioning,
the accused revealed that they
targeted labourers and women,
and handed over the snatched
phones to Ashish for sale. Following their disclosure, Ashish was
arrested from Lohara Canal
bridge, and three mobile phones
were recovered from him.

Beware of online used items’ deals, cheats on the prowl
Shub Karman Dhaliwal
n

shubkarman.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : Beware of the customers you are conversing with
to finalise a deal for items put on
sale by you online, because
fraudsters are on the prowl. A
man from the city sold his
two-wheeler on online market
place for used goods — OLX —
oblivious of the mental agony in
waiting.
Before finalising the deal, Ravi
Kant, 37, shared photos of the
two-wheeler’s registration certificate and personal documents
with some other prospective
buyer, which turned out to be the

biggest mistake of his life. Now,
he is flooded with queries from
other prospective buyers even as
the two-wheeler is already sold.
Ravi, who is employed as a
housekeeper at a luxury hotel in
the city, put his gearless twowheeler on sale in March 2019 on
OLX. “I needed money to pay the
contractor in Allahabad (Prayagraj) where my house is under construction. So, I put my scooter on
sale for ₹26,000. After negotiations, I sold it for ₹20,000 on 20
March 2019,” said Ravi, who now
commutes on a bicycle.
“As I got many offers through
the OLX, one of them asked me to
send the photo of the registration

DETAILS OUT, AGONY IN
n Man puts his two-wheeler on

sale on OLX. He shares details
and photos of the vehicle with a
buyer.
n He sells his vehicle to some
other person. Soon, people start

certificate, the two-wheeler and
other details, which I did,” he
said.
Soon, prospective buyers
started visiting my house enquiring about the two-wheeler. “I was
surprised and kept telling them
that the two-wheeler is already

visiting his house to enquire
about the two-wheeler.
n On inquiry, it emerged that his
vehicle has been put on sale by
somebody else to cheat people.
n He lodges a police complaint.

sold. The person had put the twowheeler on sale online by uploading the picture of the vehicle and
the registration certificate.
As the address on the document was mine, people started
visiting me. There was no stopping as 50-60 people had visited

me and finally I lodged a police
complaint. But even after that
there was no relief,” he said.
He said that his personal identity proof and registration were
allegedly being used by fraudsters to dupe people interested in
buying a gearless scooter on OLX.
COMPLAINT FROM
A PROSPECTIVE BUYER
Swaran Singh of Sector 61, in his
complaint to the cyber cell said he
saw a two-wheeler put on sale on
OLX by one Ravi Kant on April 23
and I contacted the owner on the
phone number provided there.
“The owner claimed he is an
armyman, posted at the airport,”

Swaran said, who went to the
airport to check the two-wheeler
the next day after fixing a meeting.
“However, the person claimed
he was busy and that the vehicle
was parked at the army canteen
and I needed to pay ₹1,020. I
refused to pay any money even as
he kept insisting that I should
trust him,” Swaran said.
DSP (cyber cell) Rashmi
Yadav, said, “Many people paid
money to the fraudsters We have
written to the OLX authorities to
check and block such users and
advertisements. Attempts are
being made to trace the fraudsters.”
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PERSONAL FINANCE
money
m
Risk of portfolio management
quickguide
HAVE YOU HEARD OF
TREK INSURANCE YET?

Here’s a look at how you can insure
your adventurous expeditions

INVEST RIGHT Portfolio management services are
mostly used by high-net-worth individuals to invest in
stocks with help of an expert to manage the money
Revati Krishna
n

revati.krishna@htlive.com

MUMBAI: Didyouknowportfoliomanagement service (PMS) is the product that
fallsonthehigherendofthecurve?Dueto
characteristics such as a large required
ticket-size, concentrated portfolio and
high risk, it suits investors with prior
market knowledge.Inotherwords,PMS
allowsyoutoholdindividualstockswhile
passing the baton of fund and portfolio
management to an expert.
“PMSareinvestmentsolutionsoffered
with products in equities, fixed income,
debtandstructuredproductsthatismanaged by a professional manager,” said
Hemang Kapasi, portfolio manager–
equity, Sanctum Wealth Management.
Yourportfoliocanbetailoredtosuityour
financial needs and goals. “In PMS, you
own individual securities whereas in
mutual funds, clients own units of the
fund,” said Kapasi.
The minimum investment amount is
₹25lakh.WhenyouoptforaPMSscheme,
abankaccountanddemataccountwillbe
opened. However, the power of attorney
of operating those accounts will be with
your portfolio manager. There are two
typesofPMS–discretionaryandnon-discretionary. “Inthediscretionaryoption,
your portfolio manager is at liberty to
make investment decisions anddoes not
need to consult you for every transaction,”saidAshishShanker,head-investment advisory, Motilal Oswal Private
Wealth Management. Thediscretionary
variant is more prevalent in the market.
“Innon-discretionaryPMS,yourfund
manager is bound to make investment

decisions only after discussing with you
for each transaction,” said Chitra Iyer,
chief executive officer, My Financial
Advisor.
Your portfolio manager can only suggestthe investment ideasbut the control
lieswithyou. “Evenunderdiscretionary
portfolio, you can share a negative list of
securities. The portfolio manager
excludesthesecuritiesinthenegativelist
while constructing the portfolio,” said
Himanshu Upadhyay, PMS portfolio
manager,DHFLPramericaAssetManagersPrivateLtd.ThearrangementinPMS
is a one-on-one interaction between the
portfoliomanagerandtheinvestor. “You
may not find published data about the
portfolioperformanceasyourPMSportfolio will be your personal portfolio and
others willnot know whatyourportfolio
manager bought for you,” said Iyer.
Your portfolio manager will do the
background work of keeping a track of
securities, their performance and keep
youinformedaboutthedevelopmentsin
the portfolio. “This kind of a categorisation(discretionaryornon-discretionary)
depends on you and your portfolio manager. Apart from this, there can be other
categorisations based on market cap,
investment horizon and themes,” said
Kapasi.Intermsofnatureofinvestment,
PMSismoreconcentrated.Therearecertainnormsrequiredtobecompletedwith
Sebi for setting up the PMS but it is not
regulatorybyanygoverningbody.There
are three components of fees in PMS.
“Thereisanupfrontorsetupfeepaidduring initial investment, management fee
whichisafixedfeepaidformanagingthe
portfolio and performance fees which is

PMS SNAP SHOT
In February 2019, the total
assets under management of
the portfolio management
industry increased 0.95% to ₹
15 lakh crore.
The AUM of discretionary,
non-discretionary and
advisory services rose 0.91%,
1.67% and 0.76%, respectively.
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What is it: This is an insurance cover
that protects you during treks. Bajaj
Finserv Ltd’s trek cover’s sum
assured is up to ₹1.5 lakh, which
includes personal accident and
adventure sports, for which you
have to pay a premium of ~699.

In terms of number of
clients in PMS industry,
discretionary services category
topped with 1.36 lakh clients,
followed by non-discretionary
category with 6,729 and
advisory category
g y with 3,998.
,
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Financial assistance: The product
has a feature that lets you block all
your bank accounts and credit or
debit cards. At the time of loss, you
can get hotel and travel assistance
up to ₹1 lakh in India and ₹1.8 lakh
abroad in the form of interest-free
advance for 28 days.

339

portfolio
managers
registered with
SEBI as of
April 23
ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

paid when you receive a share in profits
generated,” said Kapasi. Many portfolio
managersalsochargeexitloadatthetime
of investment exit. The average range of
the fee is similar to mutual funds, which
is capped at 2.25% by the regulator. However, your fee can be customised. Your
tax liability as a PMS investor would
remainthesameasifyouwereaccessing
the capital market directly. Comparing
returnshistoricallyforPMSbecomesdifficult as there is no homogeneity in computing those returns and the portfolio
structure, said Shanker.
IS IT FOR YOU?
“PMS investments are advisable in case

ofinvestmentthemesthatarenotavailable through the mutual fund route. Also
if you have specific mandate due to your
beliefs,itispossibletocreatetailormade
solutionsthroughPMS,”saidUpadhyay.
Hesaiditisagoodtooltodiversifyyour
exposure beyond the opportunities
offeredbymutualfunds.“Itissuitablefor
high net worth and institutional investors with a suitably large investment
portfolio seeking to invest in opportunities that are not available through a MF
portfolio,” he added.
Theentrylimitof₹25lakhishigherfor
retailinvestors. “Pertainingtotheminimumticketsizeof₹25lakh,itwillbedifficultforretailinvestorstomaintainitcon-

sidering other investment options in the
marketallowyoutoinvestaslowas₹1,000
or even lower than that,” said Iyer.
Oneofthemajorrisksoftheproductis
that the portfolios are concentrated.
“Your portfolio manager may invest 15
-20%inasinglestock,”saidShanker.This
becomes a risk for PMS as the portfolios
are too concentrated.
“Forexample,theallocationofmidcap
and small cap is higher in PMS and so is
the risk as compared to large-cap oriented funds,” said Kapasi. Another risk
comes in the form of low regulation and
governance. It is not suited for retail
investors. However, HNIs can consider
using PMS strategies.
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Insurance protection: The product
provides protection against
accidents, accidental hospitalisation,
bounced hotel bookings, trip
cancellation, home burglary, and
baggage loss up to ₹3 lakh. You can
also get free replacement of your
PAN card if you lost it along with
other documents.
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Claim process: The cover also
provides with a replacement of a
smart phone that you will have to
return after the trip is over. It is valid
in select cities across India and up to
a maximum period of seven days.
For claim process you need to call
the customer care.

TERM OF THE DAY
TOKENISATION
WHAT IS IT?

moneybasics

Tax you pay on equity investments

ILLUSTRATION: SUDHIR SHETTY

Are you filing
I-T returns? See
what has changed
ARCHIT GUPTA
It is time to prepare for filing your
income tax returns (ITR) for financial
year(FY) 2018-19.Eventhoughthedue
date for filing of the returns is July 31,
2019, filing your return early helps finish this important compliance in time.
Besides, if you have a refund due, you
can get it back sooner. Your ITR forms
have undergone some revision this
time.TheCentralBoardofDirectTaxes
(CBDT) has also revised Form 16. Let’s
understand these changes and how
they will impact your tax filing.
CHANGES IN REPORTING OF
EXEMPT ALLOWANCES IN
ITR, FORM 16
Those who earn income from salary
have been asked to report some additional details. They must provide a
break-up of allowances on which
exemption has been claimed. Usually
salaried taxpayers receive allowances
such as house rent allowance (HRA)
and leave travel allowance (LTA) or
they may have been paid gratuity or
leaveencashment.Aportion(orwhole)
of these allowances may be claimed as
anexemptionfromtax.Thisexemption
must now be reported separately for
each allowance.
Therefore, you will have to separately show in your tax return an
amount for HRA exemption, LTA
exemption and gratuity exemption. A
similar change in the reporting of
exempt allowances has been made in
Form 16, which is an important document for salaried taxpayers who use it
to preparetheirtax return. Employers
who issue Form 16 must now ensure
that they are reporting the value of
exempt allowances, each one of them,
separately. Employers must also mention all Section 80 deductions (also

called Chapter VIA deductions) separately. Many employers were already
reportingthesedeductionssuchas80C,
80D and 80G as separate values in the
Form16.ThischangebringsyourForm
16insyncwithyourITR.Mostwebsites
for e-filing, allow filers to upload their
Form 16, which helps in populating IT
returns automatically for all the information related to salary and the
employer. Therefore, though there’s
more disclosure needed, you may not
face issues while filing IT returns.
OTHER IMPORTANT CHANGES
Those who have held unlisted equity
sharesatanytimeduringfinancialyear
2018-19cannolongerfileITR-1.Thisdisclosure will include those who are
investorsoremployeeswhohaveexercised their stock options, of companies
which are either unlisted or listed outsideIndia.Theyhavetoreportanysales
or fresh acquisitions made during the
year and the price at which these were
transacted. Any individual who has
been a director at any time during the
FY2018-19cannotfileITR-1.Theymust
file ITR-2 and report name of the company, its PAN, whether its shares are
listed or unlisted and mention their
director identification number (DIN).
WHY THE CHANGE?
Themainreason forthis changeis that
theITdepartmentwillbeabletoreconcileyourexemptionswithtaxdeducted
at source (TDS) made by your
employer.Form16isacertificateofsalary paid to you and TDS deducted on it
bytheemployer.Theemployeralsohas
to submit a consolidated TDS return
thathas informationandbreakupofall
the TDS deducted on salary. This TDS
return is called Form 24Q; the changes
mentionedabovehavebeenreplicated
toForm24Qaswell.TheITdepartment
will now have exemptions and deductions claimed by you that flow from
Form 16 to your ITR and match with
TDSreturnsubmittedbytheemployer.
Archit Gupta is founder and CEO, ClearTax.

SHORT AND LONG-TERM GAINS
Gains that arise
fromthetransferof
any capital asset
such as stocks,
bonds,investments
and properties are
capital gains. The
classification of
these gains into short and long-term will
depend on the asset and how long do you
hold it. “Listed equity shares or units of
equity-oriented mutual fund, held for a
year or more, are regarded as long-term
capitalassets.Forunlistedequityshares
and units of debt-oriented mutual fund,
the holding period should be 24 months
and36monthsormore,respectively,tobe
considered as long-term capital assets,”
said Punit Shah, partner at Dhruva
Advisors LLP, a tax consultancy firm.

LISTED EQUITIES
Long-term capital
gains (LTCG) in
stocks and equity
mutual funds are
considered free of
taxation if the
gains are less than
₹1 lakh. “LTCG tax
at 10% will only apply to equity LTCG
beyond ₹1 lakh,” said Ankur Choudhary, co-founder and CIO, Goalwise.com, a mutual fund advisory platform. This comes without any inflation
benefits. Last year’s budget allowed for
exemptions on LTCG arising prior to
February 1, 2018. Investments held for
less than a year attract a short-term
capital gain (STCG) of 15% with surcharge and cess extra for taxes, said
Choudhary.

UNLISTED EQUITIES,DEBT
FUNDS
WHAT IS THE BENEFIT?
Gains made on
A tokenised card transaction is considered
unlisted equity
safer
as
the
actual
card details are not shared with the
shares are also
merchant during transaction processing.
taxed. “In case of
As a customer you don’t need to pay any
LTCG, unlisted
charges for using this service.
equity shares are
The feature of tokenisation is
taxable at 20%.
restricted to mobile phones
STCG is taxable at slab rates or 30% (as
and tablets only.
the case maybe),” said Shah. In case of
debtfunds,LTCGtaxisat20%, andSTCG
is taxableatslabrates or30%(as thecase
maybe), he added. All taxes come with
indexationbenefits, applicablesurcharHere is a look at how much you end
ges and cess. “If you are an Indian resiup paying in interest rate and
dent, taxes are not deducted by the fund
charges on your loans
house and have to be paid before the
financialyearends.IfyouareanNRI,the
AMC will charge you the TDS when you
HOME LOAN
withdraw the fund,” said Choudhary.

THE COST OF A LOAN

EXPERT OPINION

Self-insurance a viable option for health cover?
Bindisha Sarang
n

htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Sickness may come unan-

nounced. But it’s always good to be
financially prepared for an emergency—even a medical one. While
most people are covered under their
own or spouse’s employee medical
insurance, many also buy individual health cover. But, is buying medical insurance the only option? What
about those who are not eligible for
medical cover?
SELF-INSURANCE
The dictionary defines health insurance as insurance taken out to cover
the cost of medical care. You have to
pay a certain amount as a premium
and in case you fall sick and need
medical care, the insurer pays the
cost, either totally or partially. More
often or not, the policy won’t cover
certain diseases and certain pre-existing diseases for a specific period.
Anant Ladha, founder of Invest
Aaj For Kal and research head at
Pankajladha.com says, “Usually it is
seen that between 25 and 45 years of
age, claims are usually very rare.”
This is usually the case when you
are most likely employed. Ladha
says, “During this time you are usually covered by your employer’s
group medical policy.”
Keeping these two facts in mind,
can a case for self-insurance over
buying a separate personal health
insurance be made? Ladha continues, “If we can self-insure ourselves
during this time and start building a
corpus for our health emergencies
we can easily insure ourselves and
at the same time create wealth.”
Consider an individual pays a
yearly health premium of ₹10 lakh
cover. If he decides that considering
he is fairly healthy and is already
covered by his employer, instead of
buying a personal health insurance
policy, he would go the self-insurance way. If he invests ₹3,000 per
month (SIP) in an equity fund,

BUILDING BLOCK
Per month invested ( )

Tokenisation refers to the replacement of
actual card details with an alternate
code called the token which will be unique for a
combination of card, token requestor and device,
according to the Reserve Bank of India. Conversion of the
token back to actual card details is known as
de-tokenisation.

Interest rate
(per annum)

8.6%-9.3%

Processing charges

Up to 1.50% of
the loan amount

Loan amount

Depends on the
value of the
property and
repayment
capacity of the
applicant

Loan tenure

Up to 30 years

3000

End value

70 lakh

NEW CAR LOAN

3000

9.25%- 12.85%

Interest rate
(per annum)

3000
27 lakh

Processing fee

Up to ~10,000

Loan tenure

Up to 7 years

Pre-closure charges

Up to 6% of
principal
outstanding

10 lakh
USED CAR LOAN
10 years
ISTOCK

15 years

20 years

Expected rate of return of 18% (equity funds)

instead of monthly insurance premiums, and the expected rate of
return was of 18% for the equity
funds.
Ladha says, “₹36,000 per year or
₹3,000 per month saved for 10 years
makes a corpus of ₹10 lakh and corpus of ₹27 lakh in 15 years and a corpus of ₹70 lakh in 20 years (Seven
times of what health insurance we
initially opted for).”
WHEN GETTING INSURANCE
IS AN ISSUE
In the above example, we saw that
self-insurance is an option for people instead of buying health insurance. After all they are healthy and
already covered by their employer.
Ladha says, “At times people are
afraid of health insurance due to
details of disclosures and health
check-up is required. Or at times
they won’t be comfortable in disclosing some facts”
When you already have medical
issues, many might be actually
tempted to lie on insurance forms.
Pankaj Mathpal says, “If you have
any pre-existing medical complica-

tions or you consume alcohol or
smoke you should never lie.”
What if you don’t have an office
insurance cover nor is a private
insurance company ready to give
medical insurance? Mathpal says,
“It’s not very often that we see that
an insurer won’t give a cover, they
might adjust premium amounts,
make some exclusion, but in such a
case you can always approach other
insurance companies.”
In case you find yourself in a place
where you got rejected by an insurer
owing to an existing ailment and
want to go a self-insurance way,
your investment strategy won’t be
equity oriented. Mathpal says, “For
someone who is already with medical conditions needs to quickly build
a corpus of at least ₹2–₹5 lakh. This
can be done via monthly SIP in liquid funds, short duration funds or
even bank RDs.” Here the intention
is to ensure that the average medical
insurance cover amount of ₹2-₹5
lakh is built via self-insurance and
offers good liquidity as well.
Sickness might come unannounced, but it’s best to be prepared.

10.75%- 16%

Interest rate
|(per annum)
Processing fee

Up to ~15,000

Loan tenure

Up to 7 years

Pre-closure charges

Up to 6% of
principal
outstanding

PERSONAL LOAN

`

Interest rate
(per annum)

11%-22%

Processing fee

Up to 2.50%
of the loan
amount

Loan tenure

Up to 72 months

Pre-payment penalty Up to 5%
(excluding GST)
Pre-closure charges

Up to 5%
(excluding GST)

Note: Data taken from top four banks
based on assets —State Bank of India,
Punjab National Bank, HDFC Bank Ltd
and ICICI Bank Ltd— as on April 24, 2019.
Data is indicative and non-exhaustive.
As per the RBI's notification,
pre-payment and preclosure charges are
not levied on home loan which are
based on floating rate interest.
Source: Bankbazaar.com
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Juhi Chakraborty

overwhelmed with the love
that the audience give me.

or actor-comedian Kapil
Sharma, to have people
splitting their sides is his
“passion”, “profession”
and an enviable talent.
So, on World Laughter
Day, we thought it’d be only
proper to feature the
performer who is making
people laugh on the tube.
During the course of this
interview, he made us crack
up with his signature humour.
He tells us, he had wanted
to be a cop or a singer, if not a
comedian. Excerpts:

You have stayed relevant and
popular for so many years. What’s
the driving force?
My driving force is my
audience; just to see them
laugh gives me immense
pleasure. Even when I was on
a break for a year, the love that
I got (upon return) was
immense, my audience
welcomed me with open arms.
Obviously without my
mother’s
blessings,

F

How does it feel to be able to
spread smiles and make millions
laugh with your wit and humour?
I feel blessed and lucky. My
passion is my profession, and
I’m thankful for that. The
instant response that you
get from people is great,
and I’m extremely

nothing would have been
possible — she is my pillar of
strength.

Has Kapil Sharma, the comedian,
changed after marriage?
I haven’t changed after
marriage (Dec 2018), the only
change is: Earlier, I’d crack
marriage jokes as an outsider,
but now I know the reality
(laughs), so the jokes are more
real, more authentic.
Does your wife, Ginni Chatrath,
have a great sense of humour?
Yes. Even when I met her for
the first time in college, I saw
that her comic timing on stage
was very good. She is my
critic. She is also my biggest
fan and laughs on almost all
my jokes.

PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

Which celebrity
guest has been the
most sporting on
your show?
All my guests

STOP PRESS

A comedy film you’d have loved to
do...
Bade Miyan Chote Miya (1998)
and Andaz Apna Apna (1994).
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Everyone wants to be on the digital
space: Farah Khan
Sneha Mahadevan
nown for melodramatic
romances and
commercial potboilers,
filmmaker Farah Khan now
plans to explore the territory
that she hasn’t charted yet —
the OTT platforms. She is
turning a producer for a film
that her husband Shirish
Kunder is directing for the
web space.
But more on that later.
First, we ask her when will
she direct a film again, for it
has been four years since her
last release, Happy New Year?
Turns out she is itching to do
so.
“I have taken a four-year
gap now and my motivation is
to do a film that I’d absolutely
love doing. Every morning,
when I wake up, there should
be a big smile on my face,” she
says, adding, “The process of
making a movie can either be
truly enjoyable or stressful;
for me, it has to be the former,
because at times, it takes an
entire year of my life.... On
several days I don’t get to see
my kids (triplets, Anya, Diva
and Czar, who are 11 years
old) and I can’t go on holidays,
so it must really excite me.”
And then came this script
that she found exciting
enough to produce. “The
script was with another
producer for almost two
years. But nothing worked
out on that front even when
they had loved the script.
Meanwhile, everything
worked out for us,” she says.
And digital was the apt
space for the film that stars
Jacqueline Fernandez, felt the
team. “Everything is much
bigger on the digital medium.
At that point, Jacqueline also
wanted to do something
beyond what she had done so
far, so it fell into place,” she
shares.
Despite the immense reach
of the OTT platforms, they are
no threat to the box office
business. “When the
television came in the 50-60s,
for years they kept saying the
films will now be over but the

Rishabh Suri
rmila Matondkar
proved her mettle as an
actor in films such as
Bhoot (2003), Pyaar Tune
Kya Kiya (2001) and
Rangeela (1995). The actor
turned a politician recently,
when she contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Mumbai North on a
Congress ticket.
Whatever the election
result might have in store
for this “reclusive artist”,
she has established herself
as a vocal neta. She asserts
she is going to continue
fighting for change. And she
started by changing a few
self-imposed rules. For
instance, she joined Twitter.
“Everybody and anybody is
busy writing things on social
media. I said, ‘the world
could do without one extra
Twitter handle’,” she says.
So, we ask her if politics
has been on her mind? “I had
never, ever, not even in a
zillion years, considered
politics as a career option,
simply because I’ve been a
reclusive artist and person. I

U

have been very supportive and
fun, but one person who I
adore is Dharam paaji (actor
Dharmendra). When my show
was just starting out, no one
really wanted to be a part of it,
but he came on my show, and
it got a lot of love and
appreciation.

Who’s that one comedian-actor
from yesteryears that you love?
Mehmood sir. His comic
timing was impeccable and
was good with emotional
scenes, too. In fact, Salman
bhai (actor Salman Khan) told
me I’d be a great fit for
Mehmood sir’s biopic. It’s a
huge compliment. I am also
very fond of Govinda, his
comic timing is super and his
style is very natural.

twitter.com/htshowbiz

Vivian Dsena

VAHBIZ ACCUSES
VIVIAN OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
here has been much talk
around TV actors Vivian
Dsena and Vahbiz Dorabjee
divorce proceedings. Earlier,
it was reported that Vabhiz
has demanded an alimony
of ₹2 crore. Now, SpotboyE
reports that Vivian has also
been accused of domestic
violence in the divorce
application.

T

POOJA HEGDE
LEARNS
TAEKWONDO
FOR HER NEXT
ACTION FILM
Pooja Sharma
ooja Hegde, who is quite
the fitness freak, is one of
the few actors to do ariel
silk dance as part of her
regimen. The actor has now
taken up Taekwondo as a new
form of workout, for her next
action movie.
“I have always been keen on
learning martial arts, so I
couldn’t be more grateful for
this opportunity. I believe
Taekwondo is a great form of
self-defence, and also requires
a lot of patience and strength.
Not only is it a good way to
exercise, but it also helps
build muscle, whereas aerial
silk is an entirely different
concept which is more
recreational. It requires
copious amounts of arm
strength and flexibility and is
a great way to unwind. It also
aids in losing weight,” says
Pooja.
Talking about her love for
fitness, she adds, “I absolutely
love Pilates. The workout is so
much fun that it never feels
like I’m doing something
intensive even when I am.
Apart from that, I also enjoy
functional training.”
The Mohenjo Daro (2016)
actor says that she is so
particular about her routine
and doesn’t like to miss her
workout at all. “I’m extremely
passionate about it and won’t
miss it even when we’re on
outdoor schedules. I’ll find a
way to incorporate some kind
of exercise; it could even be
using household equipment if
nothing else is available,”
Pooja adds.

P

business has just grown.
When the internet came, they
said the same thing. And now
with the advent of the digital
space, the same stuff is being
said. The thing is, the need for
content is going to grow. The
kids from this generation are
tech savvy, but for films like

Everyone wants to be on the digital space because
there is so much quality one gets on the digital
platform that one has to really up the ante in that
department. Some of the shows are bloody brilliant.
FARAH KHAN FILMMAKER

Avengers, people will still
flock the theatres. The
business is booming, so films
are not going to be threatened.
Everyone wants to be on the

sneha.mahadevan@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in any
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Actor and
politician
Urmila
Matondkar
PHOTO: FOTOCORP

live a private life,” says the
45-year-old, adding that
even when she was an actor
she’d only speak about her
work, “not frills and fancies
other actors indulge in”.
Even now she is only
going to talk about work and
issues. Talking about things
that top her list, the actor
says, “First, there’s no
freedom of speech...
Freedom of any kind.
There’s tremendous
religious intolerance among
people, and society is
divided in castes and
communities. We’re are not
going towards the progress
that was promised to us in a
rather glittery manner.

I have stuck my neck
out, taken
tremendous amount
of negativity in the
last few months.
URMILA MATONDKAR
ACTOR, POLITICIAN

Instead, all other things
have happened, which is like
decaying of society, so that
needs to be removed before
it’s too late.”
Urmila adds, “I happen to
come from a family that was
always very aware socially
and politically... Everything
that I am, is largely to do
with the people of India. I
didn’t come from a filmi
background... So if it wasn’t
for the love and support of
people... I have always felt
that kind of responsibility
towards them.”
People from showbiz
often come under fire for not
taking a stand, she makes a
point saying, “I have a few
things to pick on some of
them... the reason they
won’t stand up, at least, for
certain issues. It’s easy for
me to sit and criticise them,
but that’s not what I
believe in. Secondly, people
from the film industry are
stuck in a vulnerable
situation, as their entire
careers and life depend on a
lot of these things... To each
their own.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

iddhant Chaturvedi was
studying to be a chartered
accountant until he
decided to give acting a
chance. He feels the five years
of preparations and hard work
that he put into it, paid off with
the success of Gully Boy, in
which he played MC Sher.
“My family was supportive,
even when I changed my
profession,” he says but not
everyone was, “I had become
aloof because when I shifted
my profession, things
changed. My friends’
families used to think yeh
kya hero banne nikla
hai.”
But he knew what he
was doing. “I had the
sense of how to go
about things, and
believed in waiting
for the right
opportunity,” says

S

Siddhant, who has locked his
second film, but is tight-lipped
until official announcement is
made. Though he does say it’s
a lead role, and something that
“has been his plan”.
The actor, who received
many offers after his debut,
says there was “pressure” of
signing films.
“But I decided to wait. I am
secure and at peace and in no
tearing hurry. I will approach
every film like it is my first and
give it my all. Gully Boy

happened because the story
was strong and so were all the
characters. Otherwise, I
always wanted to play the
protagonist,” says Siddhant,
adding that he wants to
unleash all his skills on screen
besides acting.
Not many might know that
he is a dancer and has trained
in martial arts, too. “I had
dance videos on Instagram,
which I deleted because it is all
saved for the big screen. I am
not a trained dancer, but
learnt all on my own —
popping and locking,
krumping, contemporary and
classical. I’ve trained in
martial arts, taekwondo,
parkour and gymnastics,” he
says.
Apart from critical acclaim
for his performance, the
actor’s earned an impressive
female fan following. “I was
never aiming for that. I want to
entertain people. This has
happened and who doesn’t like
it? It is sweet and
overwhelming. Some of the
messages are censored too
(laughs) but it is fun to scroll
through them (on Instagram).
I try to reply to every person.
More than fame, it’s about the
love and respect from
people. It’s not just
about being an eye
candy, showing my
abs and running
in trunks. I don’t
want that,” he
says.
n

pooja.sharma@htlive.co

m

IS THERE ANOTHER
FILM HAPPENING
WITH ZOYA AKHTAR?
The last I knew was that
Zoya wanted to make a
Gully Boy sequel. I don’t
know if it’s actually a spinoff or a ‘prequel’. I was
surprised when I read it in
the news. When I spoke
with her, she said she was
thinking on these lines.
She has her own decisions
to make, let’s see.

digital space because there is
so much quality stuff, one has
to really up the ante,” says the
filmmaker.
n

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Siddhant Chaturvedi doesn’t
want to be just an eye candy
Pooja Sharma

K

instagram.com/htcity

‘Ihadnever
considereda
careerin
politics,notin
azillionyears’

On World Laughter Day, today, we
catch up with Kapil Sharma — the
guy who has everyone in stitches

SHAADI JOKES
ARE MORE
AUTHENTIC NOW

www.facebook.com/HTcity

Pooja Hegde
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htcity TIME OUT

TAROT
POWER

ARIES

(MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)

MAY 5 - 11, 2019

Big Sean

TAURUS

(APR 21 - MAY 21)

MA PREM
RITAMBHARA
SPIRITUAL MESSAGE
Misery is an indication of
untruth. And whenever
something blissful happens,
trust it, and go in that
direction – and you will be
moving towards God. Bliss is
his fragrance. And if you are
natural, blissful, relaxed,
wisdom arises, says Osho,
the Zen master.
Ma Prem Ritambhara has
been reading tarot cards
professionally in Mumbai,
Pune, Zurich and New Delhi
for the last 15 years and
continues to do so from her
studio at home in New
Delhi. Her clientele is from
all over the world from all
walks of life and she reads
cards, predicts, counsels and
heals professionals, business
people, men, women,
children, students and
couples. She conducts
individual as well as group
readings. Contact her at
ritambhara7@gmail.com

Sabrina Carpenter

GEMINI

(MAY 22 - JUN 21)

Jonah Marais

CANCER

(JUN 22 - JUL 22)

Selena Gomez

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
SUN DAY, M AY 0 5 , 2 0 1 9

A wonderful professional opportunity is offered to
you and its best to take it. A new personal experience
is exciting and romantic with a promise of
commitment in the future. Natural surroundings and
meditation add to your well-being and mental peace
during a busy schedule at work. Beware of sudden
happenings in the home or angry outbursts at work as
energy is of high velocity this week. You tend to have
initial enthusiasm in new opportunities and ideas but
may find it hard to maintain interest in the long run.
You may throw a big party or entertain an important
person.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Fiery Red

LEO

(JUL 23 - AUG 23)

Dua Lipa

You remain busy at work with new ideas, connections
in business, and discussions that will lead you to gain
success. An important journey brings you more
business and takes you closer to clients. It’s time to
express your views and creative plans as you are likely
to be heard. You conduct personal and professional
affairs with skill and wisdom. You are flexible and
understanding when up against opinionated and
narrow-minded individuals as you can’t change their
outlook for now. It’s better to go around blocks rather
than encounter them when you are short of time or
energy.
Lucky Number: 1 Good Colour: Royal Blue

VIRGO

You can expect synergy and cooperation to make your
work easier when targets and goals have to be met
this week. Professional glory, material gain, personal
triumph and rich cultural activity make this a busy
time for you. You are not ashamed to tell the truth and
share genuine feelings with your partner. Sudden and
unexpected happenings can throw you off balance for
a short while. You recover from any sickness that may
have plagued you for some time. You have a hectic
social life this week and need to slow down a bit.
Business connections overseas open new horizons for
you.
Lucky Number: 19 Good Colours: Sun Yellows

LIBRA

Commencement of new business projects or ventures
is on the cards this week! A time of endings and
beginnings can be stimulating and refreshing. You are
likely to go on a shopping spree and change your
personal image with new styles. Redecorating office
space, spring cleaning and moving things around at
home changes ambience and energy. A need for
change in routines allows you to reassess situations,
targets and responsibilities. Priorities need to be kept
in mind when making major changes! You make fresh
business connections and liaison with other important
people in your field of activity or business.
Lucky Number: 6 Good Colours: Rainbow Pastels

SCORPIO

(AUG 24 - SEP 23)

Nick Jonas

(SEP 24 - OCT 23)

Bella Thorne

(OCT 24 - NOV 22)

Drake

A pure, exalted and gracious influence enters your life
this week. Personal conflicts are resolved and family
situations are healed. You can count on your
professional and personal partners, as they will stand
by you through thick and thin. As you had hoped, you
will be able to work in a free and unrestricted space
from now on. Trust your intuition and gut feelings
about people and situations. It is best to avoid
extremes in food, expenses, emotions and other areas
of life to maintain a balance within and without. You
are able to achieve happiness at home and success at
work.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Sky Blue

SAGITTARIUS

The week starts on a positive note as you make a truce
in an ongoing conflict. Cooperation in a professional
venture leads to success. It is best to concentrate on
finishing present projects creatively and dropping
perfectionist attitudes that only lead to delay. Balance
can now be achieved in financial situations and
personal relationships because of lady luck. It is a
good week to attempt difficult tasks or meet tough
people as you disarm them with friendship. A socially
busy time as old friends may catch up with you. Do
some soul searching about your priorities and
directions.
Lucky Number: 4 Good Colour: Emerald Green

CAPRICORN

You may feel dominated by people in power and
control as they use their authority to delay matters
and make life difficult for you this week. You demand
harmony of rule and justice by initiating a current of
force or energy. You tend to get restless when things
don’t go your way. You can stick obstinately to plans,
values and priorities but need to be a little flexible at
this point to avoid blocks. Your personal charisma
takes you to high places and important people. Health
problems can be averted with yoga, diet control and
meditation. Be light and playful through all the ups
and downs.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colour: Crimson

AQUARIUS

Since you feel defeated by certain situations, accept
them the way they are; given space and time they are
likely to change by themselves. End of the week
brings an upsurge of energy and things change for the
better. Do not undermine your confidence by thinking
negatively and imagining the worst, as it is not
happening. Personal relationships are loving and
supportive. Your social engagements are not very
exciting this week so focus on yourself and your wellbeing. It is a good time to meditate and rejuvenate
your energy and inner strength. Mental stress needs
to be avoided.
Lucky Number: 5 Good Colour: Forest Green

PISCES

DRIFTING AWAY FROMYOUR
PARTNER? IT’S TIMEYOU
DROP THESE HINTS
MAKE LESS EFFORTS

uilding a relationship
requires a lot of efforts.
During the initial phases,
it may seem like your life is a
bed of roses as your partner
makes all the efforts to woo
you. However, if your
partner’s interest is withering
away, that’s when you need to
give signs to your partner that
you’re not feeling the same
way. Experts share some
hints that you can drop to
your partner either to make
the relationship work or to
find out whether your partner
is enjoying your company or
not.

The moment you notice that
your partner has stopped
making as many efforts as he
or she used to do in the
beginning of the relationship,
you
need to stop making efforts
too. In that case, the person
will either realise your
importance or will remain
unaffected. If the
latter is true, it is time to face
the moment of truth.

B

START GOING OUT ON
YOUR OWN
Partners are usually
dependent on each other

even if the person is there
with you or not.
(With inputs from
relationship experts Pulkit
Sharma and Jai Madan)

TVactorreveals Understand the dark side of Jupiter
whyhehasputhis J
weddingonhold
Juhi Chakraborty
or TV actors Sanjay
Gagnani and Poonam
Preet, it is definitely not
the case of chat mangni pat
shaadi. The telly couple, who
got engaged last year in
February is yet to lock their
wedding date and everyone
has been wondering about the
reason for this delay.
Sanjay tells us, “I have been
continuously shooting for my
daily soap for the last two

F

years. I hardly get any time off.
I’m always on my toes as my
character is an important one
in the plot. I don’t want to take
a long break as it will hamper
the show’s continuity.”
The actor feels that he is
going through a “great phase”
in his career and does not want
to break the momentum by
taking a break even if it is for
his own wedding. “I am living
my dream working with one of
the best production houses
and having my show air on the
biggest channel. I don’t want
to break the flow by taking a
break for 15-20 days [for my
wedding],”
g], he adds.

Poonam
nam Preet
ree

upiter is known to be a
benefic planet and bestows
all the positivity that a
native can dream of. It is
known to be a planet that can
absorb the negativity of
almost all the planets and still
stand positively for the native.
But one should also stand
beware of it because apart
from having the lordship of
two houses, it also aspects
(drishti) the Karaka of five
houses, namely 2nd, 4th, 5th,
9th and 10th house. Which
means that if Jupiter as a
Karaka gets placed in any of
these houses, it tends to
destroy the significations of
that house (Karaka Bhav
Nashayay) as it has such a
large area to control, it cannot
do justice with all the
significations. Once Jupiter
turns negative for someone, it
becomes hard to overcome it.
It behaves as a learned
trickster who has all the
tri
eaponry like law,
lculations, stealth, and
unningness, to lay its claim.
iis easy to spot those who get
ominated by a negative
upiter as they are quick to
aise themselves but
nerally see others as
fferior to themselves. They
iticise others and are
llous where their wives are
ncerned. They are given to

Zayn Malik

There is intense joy and perfect harmony in personal
relationships this week. Warm friendship and
pleasurable moments make this a special and
wonderful time for you. Important professional
situations and business arrangements go smoothly. Be
aware of dissipation as you tend to go over the top
when sharing hospitality and the good things of life.
You are particularly happy while meeting up with old
friends and recounting the past. You are caring and
supportive in a family crisis and people tend to lean
heavily on you. A brief vacation or sojourn with a
loved one comes as a happy surprise.
Lucky Number: 2 Good Colours: Rose Pinks

You are blessed and guided by spiritual insights in
professional and personal aspects of life this week.
You can expect professional satisfaction and acclaim
with media exposure and financial gain, all being
linked together. A trip is in the pipeline. You can be
disappointed in relationships if your expectations are
too high. You have to keep an eye on health and
physical activity as you tend to overexert yourself.
Writing, publishing or media are gainful and bring you
some fame. Unexpected help comes from friends and
family just when you need it. You inspire others to
make new beginnings.
Lucky Number: 17 Good Colours: Silver Blues

(JAN 21 - FEB 19)

Harry Styles

There is good fortune attending professional and
material aspects as you deal with important issues
and projects. Children bring joy. You are gracious and
gentle in family conflicts which can disrupt travel or
business plans. Get in touch with older relatives or
your mother for a deeper insight into yourself and
family situations. Your Yin (receptive) energy is more
apparent at this point as you deal with friends, family,
loved ones and emotional situations with charm and
quiet authority. It is best you know who and what is
important to you since you are vulnerable and can be
influenced or thrown off balance easily.
Lucky Number: 3 Good Colour: Lotus Pink

(FEB 20 - MAR 20)

Rihanna

Can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898, 26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832,
2572874 (Tues to Thurs); Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

REMIND THE PERSON
WHAT HE OR SHE IS
GOING TO MISS OUT
And in the process, do make
the partner realise that you
are not doing all this for him
or her. It is the way you are
and you would never change

(DEC 24 - JAN 20)

Dr Prem Kr. Sharma, Astrologer & vaastu expert

when it comes to going out for
shopping or other errands.
But once you drop the
dependency and start doing
things independently, your
partner may realise that
something is wrong in the
relationship and try to sort
things out.

No matter how superficial it
may sound, your partner does
like some physical attributes
in you. Try taking good care of
yourself. Look good, smell
good and dress to impress.

Taylor Swift

Be spontaneous rather than make huge plans as they
are likely to change. Dealing with one situation at a
time and taking things as they come releases some
tension and anxiety. You can be unstable and
vacillating when faced with choices or decisions so go
with your priorities. Don’t struggle against powerful
opposition but withdraw and make space for yourself
in the work area. A friend comes up with some
creative suggestions to enhance your professional
aspects this week. Allow your heart to give you
direction and trust in relationships and friendships.
Yoga and meditation are recommended this week.
Lucky Number: 7 Good Colour: Silver Gray

DAILY HOROSCOPE

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

Akshay Kaushal

(NOV 23 - DEC 23)

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Exercising will keep you fit
and energetic. A new
employee will meet all your
expectations . Good
aadvice will work
wonders for a family
member. A journey
to a distant place
can get you all
excited. Patience is
e
the key when it comes to
legal hassles regarding
property; so better to keep
have patience.
Lucky Number: 3
Colour: Brown

Health remains satisfactory.
You are likely to take
positive steps for curbing
exttra expenditure.
Postponing some
P
important task will
be a step in the right
direction. Be careful
how you conduct
yourself or things may
y
backfire upon you. A
bac
relationship that is likely to
start might get shelved if
you don’t watch your tone.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Pink

Being a choosy eater has its
benefits, as it keeps you in
shape. A financial crunch will
ne
eed to be tackled head
on. You can forget the
o
support of those
close to you for a
venture because of
the costs involved.
Those travelling
T
abroad are assured of a
abr
memorable experience. A
house or property is likely to
give you good returns.
Lucky Number: 15
Colour: Violet

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Some of you are about to
discover the fun element of
keeping fit. A financial
n
advisor will help you in
investing correctly;
but be alert about
your moves. You are
likely to excel in
whatever you
undertake today. Your
suspicions about loverr’ss
moves will be unfounded
and this will come as a big
relief to you.
Lucky Number: 9
Colour: Purple

Some malady is foreseen
due to change of season.
Lending money to someone
known for forgetting to
repay may be risky.
You will succeed in
countering politics
on the professional
front that is working
against you. This is
ive
the day to remain active
to take the subtle hints of
lover if you wish to win his/
her heart.
Lucky Number: 2
Colour: Bottle Green

Your experiment with a
home remedy will prove
successful. A profitable
deal is likely to end
your financial
problems to a large
extent. A dip in
performance at
work is likely to be
noticed by higher ups.
e
Wedding plans may be
drawn by those in a
long-term romantic
relationship.
Lucky Number: 5
Colour: Light Green

PHOTO: HTCS

debauchery. Though they are
unable to study much, these
people consider themselves
well-educated and try to
throw their weight around.
They may suffer from
diseases of the liver, lung,
neurological disorders,
inflammation of the
intestines, heart attack, colic
pain, pain in the spine,
diseases of the ribs, blood
infection and fever, which
tend to last for long. It is said
in the Puranas that Jupiter’s
wife had given birth to
Mercury after an illicit
relationship with the Moon.
Due to this, it is natural for
Jupiter to turn to asceticism.
With his knowledge and
learning, Jupiter has little
time for the company of
women. They acquire fame
and gain wealth by rising to
positions of authority but are
unable to retain this wealth.

These people are selfish,
obstinate and only believe in
what they say. They help
others in difficulty but seek
their interest in that too.
Property wise, they are not
well-placed and get jittery
when confronted by adversity.
They blame others for their
mistakes. These people lie and
brag about their
achievements. Do not let a
negative Jupiter throw you
out of gear.
The author of this article,
Dr Vinay Bajrangi, is a PhD
scholar in astrology. To get
more insights read his blogs on
www.vinaybajrangi.com/blog
Connect with him at www.
vinaybajrangi.com or call at
9278665588 or 9278555588.

Disclaimer: The veracity of
any claims made in the above
article is the sole responsibility
of the concerned entity.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Health remains good as you
remain regular in your
workouts. You will give all
your time in the world
tto tie up the loose
ends on the work
front and it will
surely bear you
results. An excellent
tiime with family and
friends is indicated. Some
frien
of you may travel abroad for
a lecture or for participating
in a competition.
Lucky Number: 11
Colour: Light Blue

A changed routine will keep
your overall health
satisfactory. A profitable
deal is likely to slip out
of your hand today, if
o
you do not stay alert.
A business tour will
prove fruitful. You
are likely to lose a
profitable deal in
p
property. Plan your
prop
moves in the right direction
if you want to get close to
the one you love.
Lucky Number: 8
Colour: Yellow

Health remains very good
and mind cool. Several
opportunities for earning
are
e likely to come your
way, but you need to
w
seize them. You will
need to cultivate an
eye for detail if you
want to go places on
the professional front.
Lover may get
Lov
overwhelmed by a surprise
that you gave, so expect to
be pampered!
Lucky Number: 4
Colour: Royal Blue

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

Health-wise this is going to
be a great day. With good
guidance, you are likely to
raise your status all the
e
more in terms of
money. At the work
front, a lot of
hurdles are likely for
those operating from
home. Those involved
in property business will
have a fulfilling day. Those
romantically linked will
devote enough time to lover.
Lucky Number: 7
Colour: Cream

Getting hooked to junk food
can play with your health.
Good earning will make you
think of innovative
ways to invest or put
your dreams into
action. An outing
might just get
cancelled. Plans to
buy your own house
will start shaping up.
The romantically charged
atmosphere is set to affect
you today!
Lucky Number: 6
Colour: Indigo

Those suffering from
lifestyle diseases should not
let up on precautions. Your
acumen can find
business traversing
an upward path.
Success might not
be easy for those
appearing for job
interviews; keep the
faith though. This is a
good day to spend with
lover and strengthen your
loving bonds.
Lucky Number: 17
Colour: Dark Grey
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INDULGE

ON SUNDAY
■

THREE TIMES LUCKY
Heston Blumenthal sprang to
fame two decades ago and
has had three Michelin stars
for over a decade now

Photo: ROHIT CHAWLA

■
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■

REINVENTING THE FRY
Triple cooked chips, cooked
on the outside but full of
rich potato taste inside

SPOT ON
Heston’s restaurant Dinner in
London recreates British food
from the medieval era

The Gastronomic Perfectionist

■

HE’S GOT THE MOVES
The chef got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity

OF ALL of the world’s greatest chefs, Heston Blumenthal is the hardest to categorise. From scientific

breakthroughs to recreating medieval cuisine, he has done it all

RUDE FOOD

Vir Sanghvi

I

t is usually not that difficult
to tell a great chef from a good
one. A great chef will not just
make delicious food (that’s a
given), but he will also create dishes
that linger in your memory. Some
truly great chefs will change the way
in which other chefs (and the rest of
us perhaps) look at food. Michel
Guérard taught the French that food
could be light and did not need flourthickened sauces. Ferran Adrià took
many of the scientific techniques
that the food production industry
used and customised them for restaurant kitchens. Alice Waters (or
Jeremiah Tower, depending on
whose version you believe) taught
Americans that fresh ingredients
were as important as cooking
techniques. The Troisgros brothers
told French chefs that fish tasted better if you cooked it a little less. And
so on.
But the thing about great chefs is
that there is nearly always one thing
you remember them for. A great
Japanese chef will be famous for
cooking the best rice in the world.
Someone like Alain Passard will
be remembered for giving vegetables pride of place in his kitchen.
Massimo Bottura’s contribution
was to take simple Italian food
and elevate it at a time when other
Italian chefs were Frenchifying
their cuisine. Gaggan Anand took
the central flavours of Indian cuisine
and created dishes that we never
imagined could exist, straddling the
cuisines of the world, all the way from
Japan to South America.
The surprising thing about
Heston Blumenthal is that though he
is one of the world’s most famous

chefs and the greatest chef to come
out of England in the last hundred
years, it is impossible to say what his
style is or to isolate any one contribution above all the others.
When he first sprang to fame two
decades ago (he has had three
Michelin stars for over a decade
now), the popular press tried to link
his food with the sorts of things that
Ferran Adrià was doing at El Bulli.
There were superficial similarities,
to be sure.
Both men recognised that the
very act of cooking was a scientific
process and built on that realisation.
But Adrià’s obsessions were with
form. A seemingly solid olive would
turn into a liquid in your mouth. A
familiar flavour would become a cloud
of smoke. A ‘soil’ (a powder) would
turn out to taste of something you
recognised (a vegetable perhaps).
Blumenthal, on the other hand,
seemed less obsessed with the alchemy
of form. His real passion seemed to be
flavour. His most famous early success
was Bacon and Egg Ice Cream, which
played up the egg in the custard that
went into the ice cream and then added
nuggets of bacony flavour. There was
some technology involved. Blumenthal,
more than any other chef, popularised
the use of liquid nitrogen to turn
the custard into ice cream within seconds. But he did not do it to play with
form – ice cream made that way is
smoother and tastes more like an ice
cream should.

And though the ‘molecular cuisine’ tag (the term was invented by a
Frenchman Hervé This and neither
Adrià nor Blumenthal is keen on it)
continued to dog him, it seemed to
be less and less appropriate.
Blumenthal’s
real
obsession
appeared to be perfection. He did a
TV show dedicated on finding out
how to create the best fish and chips,
the ideal steak and even a perfect
chicken tikka masala.
Then, as the media were still
writing about the food of the future
and space age foams, Blumenthal
went back a few centuries. His next
big venture, a large restaurant called
Dinner at the Mandarin Oriental
hotel in London, recreated British
food from the medieval era. This time
he did play with form. One of his
signature dishes was Meat Fruit, a
plate of fruit that looked so convincing that when you bit into it, you
were shocked to find that the ‘fruit’
had been created from chicken liver
mousse. The dish was historically
authentic (even in India during that
era, nawabs prided themselves on
getting their cooks to make ‘pulaos’
that looked right but were constructed entirely from sugar) but it always
struck me as being a witty riposte to
the claims of so-called molecular gastronomy. Yes it is clever to create a
bogus olive from liquid juices but
hey, they were doing the same sort of
thing, in their own way, hundreds of
years ago!

AT SEA LEVEL
Scallops prepared by chef
Blumenthal on his visit to India

Dinner has become the restaurant
Blumenthal is best known for (The Fat
Duck, his three-star restaurant in
Bray is booked up months in advance),
but even as people focused on his recreations of medieval food, one aspect
of his quest for perfection suddenly
became so famous that many of those
who cook it now, don’t even realise he
invented it.
The French are good with potatoes but most of their great potato
dishes involve a lot of dairy and a lot
of sieving (Joël Robuchon’s pommes
puree for example). When it comes to
the humble chip – the French Fry – the
best they could do was cook it twice so
that it crisped up nicely. Blumenthal
went a step further, understood the
mechanics of frying and created a triple cooked chip, perfectly, cooked on
the outside but full of a rich potato
taste on the inside. (This was at The
Hind’s Head, the pub he owns near
The Fat Duck.)
While all of these culinary marvels have been hugely influential, I got
the sense, while talking to
him last week that as proud as he was
of them, they seemed to matter less
and less.
Unlike many great chefs who are
happy to ponce about declaring that
they are artists, Blumenthal is much
more obsessed with the guy who eats
his food than he is with his art. His
ambition seems to be to offer his
guests a complete sensory experience,
with taste being no more than the
point of entry. At The Fat Duck, guests
are famously given headphones and
told to listen to the sounds of the seaside while eating seafood. But these
days, even that has begun to worry
him. No two people have the same
seaside experience: going to the
beach in St. Tropez is nothing
like going to Juhu. So how
can he get the diner to cast
his mind back to a personal
seaside experience?
It is a complicated question to which there is no real
answer. But, of all the great
chefs I have interviewed he is
the most willing to concede that
our enjoyment of food or drink
depends on many factors other than
just taste.
At a dinner he cooked at the JW
Marriott in Delhi’s Aerocity – he
was here for the Marriott group’s
Masters of Marriott programme – I

Curing A Drinking Problem

SUVS ARE gas-guzzling monsters, right? The Volvo XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid says you’re wrong

SUNDAY DRIVE

Hormazd Sorabjee

Y

ou’ll remember from
school that you can’t divide
a number by zero. It’s
why I couldn’t calculate
the mileage of the Volvo XC90 T8
because after 147km, the petrol it
consumed was 0.0 litres. It came to
the ofﬁce with around half a tank of
petrol, and a week later, it went back
with the same half tank. Sounds
crazy, doesn’t it? But it’s quite
possible in a plug-in hybrid, which
can be driven a fair distance using
just electricity.

SLOWLY DOES IT
Plug-in hybrids combine a petrol
engine with an electric motor, just
like a conventional hybrid, but the
difference with a plug-in is that it
carries a large battery that can be
charged from electrical outlets and
this is what gives it the extra range.
Now the plan was to use the
XC90 T8 plug-in hybrid for a working week without using a drop of

fuel. Ground zero was the Autocar
office where we’ve just fitted our
first fast charging unit, which no
doubt will be used by us a lot in the
future. A full charge gives the big
Volvo a handy range of 40km and
making the task of driving only on
electricity easier is the fact that I
don’t live far from the office. A
round trip is only 16km, so with full
charge at the office I could do the
daily back and forth drive without
having to recharge at home.
It takes me just 30 seconds to
unplug the T8’s thick umbilical
chord-like charging cable before I
haul myself up into the high but
comfy driver’s seat. But first things
first. I toggle the Drive Mode controller to ‘Pure’, which drives the
car only with the 87hp electric
motor. I ease the big Volvo out of
our parking bay with a gentle prod
of my right foot. The thing is that
even in Pure mode, if you flex your
foot hard, the petrol engine kicks in
because the hybrid system thinks
you want instant power. So, the
trick to stay completely in electric
mode and keep the engine from
waking up is to use minimal accelerator pedal inputs.

SHORT AND SWEET
On the first day, it took me around
40 minutes to do the 8km run home;
this works out to an average speed
of 16kph, which is pretty much the
rush hour norm on the choked
streets of Mumbai. However, the
range dropped to around 17km by
the time I got home, with the hybrid
peripheral battery cooling and air-

■

SIZE MATTERS
The plug-in carries a large
battery that can be charged
from electrical outlets. This
gives it the extra range

■

A MEATY DISGUISE
Meat Fruit looks like a fruit but is actually
created from chicken liver mousse

did a chat with him at the end of the
meal in front of an adoring audience. (He got the kind of response
Mick Jagger gets.)
When we were discussing how difficult it is to be objective about food,
he suddenly asked the serving staff to
give every diner a glass of red wine.
Then he asked us to think of something happy and take a sip of wine.
Next, he asked us to think of something sad or horrible and to try the
same wine again. It tasted significantly worse, the audience conceded.
So that’s what food and drink are
about, he told them. It is as much to
do with your state of mind as it is
with the quality of what you are eating and drinking. All your senses and
your emotions come into play at the
same time.
We had chatted for an hour
before the dinner began and hadn’t
even touched on food because I got
the distinct sense that having
achieved everything he possibly
could in the food world before he was
50 (the three stars, commercial success, becoming a household name, a

■

GOURMET KING
Initially, Blumenthal’s food was linked to
what Ferran Adrià did at El Bulli

successful TV career, Number One
on the list of the World’s 50 Best
Restaurants etc.), he had begun to
think beyond the kitchen.
He had studied Buddhist meditation, was fascinated by the kabbalah
and was training his own senses to the
extent that he sometimes feels he can
smell the hormones (say melatonin)
that human beings secrete.
I have no idea where life will take
Heston Blumenthal next. At present
he lives in idyllic surroundings in
Provence and is enjoying a spell of
late fatherhood. His current obsession – and perhaps his favourite cooking ingredient – is water. And though
he will do what the business requires,
I don’t think money matters too much
to him.
My guess is that one day he will
take all of his current, more thoughtful and wide-ranging interests and
return to the kitchen. And just as he
shook up the cuisine world two
decades ago, the new Heston will
lead a new gastronomic revolution,
one that comes from deep inside his
entire being.

■

ON SLEEP MODE The
trick to stay completely
in electric mode and
keep the engine from
waking up is to use
minimal accelerator
pedal inputs

conditioning systems chewing
up a fair amount of juice. Would I
make it back to work the next
morning without running out of
charge?
I left early, traffic was smooth
and flowing, and it took me just 25
minutes to reach the charging dock
at the office, with enough charge
left for around 5km. Cutting it fine?
If it were a pure electric car, you
would be in a state of total panic,
but with a hybrid, you always have
a tank of fuel to fall back on and
that’s why a plug-in hybrid makes
such sense.
For the next five days, I used the
T8 not just for the office to home
run, but also for short runs to the
club, dinner engagements, press
conferences and the like, charging
the car every time I got back to the
office. It never ran out of juice and I
never had to fall back on the engine
to get me home. In fact, I never even
heard what the engine sounded like.
Yes, it’s a different story on the
highway where you quickly run out
of charge, and the hybrid advantage
is negated by the T8’s small fuel
tank and the engine’s thirst for fuel.
It’s only on short runs that plugin hybrids really shine and make a
lot of sense. More than anything,
my zero emissions week with a
massive SUV left me with a nice,
guilt-free feeling that lingers on.
Hormazd Sorabjee is one of the most senior
and much loved auto journalists in India, and is
editor of Autocar India
Sunday Drive appears every fortnight
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KYALAGTAHAI...
KAUN AAYEGA?
A CALMER YOU
SONAL KALRA
nteresting stuff happened a
few days back. Chai pe
charcha with a supremely
witty and insightful young
man, Abhishek Asthana aka
the very popular
@GabbbarSingh, had us
cracking up over behavioural
quirks all around, as
election results inch closer.
‘Kya lagta hai, kaun aayega?’
is now the baap of
conversation starters — with
friends or even strangers.
Less than five minutes after
poking fun at all those who
have nothing better to do than
ask this question, I
shamelessly asked Abhishek
how many seats does he think
BJP will get. And jumped
straight into the speculation
rink. And boy, it is a neverending arena. You can debate
on and on, and still end up no
wiser. It leaves you drained,
and in that deficient state of
brain activity, I decided to look
at the various kinds of fatigues
we are getting exposed to,
these days. Which variety is
killing you?

I

SPECULATION FATIGUE
All through the day,
dimaag mein raita hi phaila
hua hai in trying to speculate
who will form the government.
I ask, and get asked this
question at least ten times a
day. Kaun aayega? The
answer is not known to me,
and not even to several of you
who are right now itching to
reply ‘aayega toh Modi hi’
(high-five!), because, well, the
best of experts have often
failed to understand how the
mind of an Indian voter works.
No one really knows what’s in
store. And you know what,
besides not knowing the
answer, a lot of us do not
even have a useful insight to
offer in reply to this question,
or are simply not willing to
indulge in a discussion
on the matter. Now that just a
few days are left before we’d
find out the answer anyway,
save yourself, and those
around you from the
speculation fatigue. Koi zyada
dukhi kare, toh you can

always resort to silly humour
and poor-joke the person into
submission, out of sheer
irritation. An example is to
give a completely random and
meaningless answer to the
‘kya lagta hai kaun aayega’
question. Take a deep breath,
look the person in the eye, and
say ‘dekho mujhe lagta hai’ –
deep breath – ‘aa toh koi bhi
sakta hai. But the deeper
question is’ – deep breath - ‘Wo
aana chahega ya nahi’. At this
point, the totally confused and
disgusted person in front of
you might dare to ask ‘wo
matlab kaun?’ Just say ‘koi
bhi’. PS: Leave the scene
quickly before they get reenforcement.

OUTRAGE FATIGUE
Yun toh I feel we have an
unlimited capacity to get
offended in India and express
outrage over anything but
these days even getting angry
is turning out to be tiring. You
switch on the primetime
debate on any news channel,
watch it for five minutes, and
the 70% water that forms your
body would reach the boiling
point.
Everyone.Is.So.Outraged. I
am not sure if it is a recent
phenomenon but I noticed that
the news anchors have started

Have you, too, developed
GALECKI
high blood pressure mulling EXPECTING
over this question?
FIRST CHILD

getting up from their chairs
and menacingly roam around
the newsroom, in a very I-willwring-your-neck-if-you-arenot-outraged-enough way.
Outrage fatigue doesn’t really
have a solution except if you
decide to, well, not get angry.
Say what?

TAKING A STAND
FATIGUE
You may have come across a
recent ‘viral’ video of a woman
chiding a bunch of girls over
the length of their dresses, and
subsequently getting accosted
at a mall by the girls who
demanded an apology. ‘What’s
your stand on this?’ a
colleague asked me. I replied,
“there’s no way anyone can
defend the woman – she was
completely out of line. But, I
also found the aggressive
heckling by the girls
disturbing at some level.” See,
you are not taking a stand, the
colleague shrugged. I felt
guilty but stressed. The fact
that we need to raise our voice

hey starred together in
one film after the other
and became a popular
couple, too, yet it didn’t
stop gossipmongers from
speculating that things aren’t
well between actors Nushrat
Bharucha and Kartik Aaryan.
Stories are doing the rounds
that Nushrat and Kartik do not
enjoy working with each other
and are not keen to collaborate
on any other project.

T

Mention this to Nushrat,
and she laughs, saying there is
“absolutely no problem”
between the two, whose films
together include Pyaar Ka
Punchnama (2011), Akaash
Vani (2013) and Pyaar Ka
Punchnama 2 (2015).
“I’m more than happy to
work with him [Kartik], in
fact, the whole team (who
made all the four films), again
and again. And I’m hoping we
collaborate again, soon. We all
have grown with these films

and learnt so much. We will
never be able to forget the
experience we have had
together,” says Nushrat,
adding as actors, they “might
have had different paths and
career graphs” but their our
“bond remains intact”.
Soon after the duo delivered
a hit at the box office with
Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety (2018),
Kartik went on to sign big
films. His last release, Luka
Chuppi, was also successful.
Nushrat, who will next be

‘Praise and bribery have
cemented greatest bonds’
SERIOUSLY CYRUS
CYRUS BROACHA
I am a 32-year-old woman. I’m
in a relationship with a guy for
the past four years. We plan to
get married soon but my
parents are still not convinced
fully. I don’t want this to be a
forced settlement. What should
I do?
- RN
RN, I’ve got too many
similar queries. The only
query I get asked more often
is, ‘Which way is Marine
Drive’, that too from GPS
savvy people, can you
believe it? But, this question
of yours must be tackled
scientifically.
Unfortunately, I can’t do
that as I know nothing about
Science, or Marine Drive for
the matter. Shoot a small
film on your boyfriend.
Dress him nicely, use
makeup, and have him talk
to the camera, mentioning
his finer points, how much
he loves you, and how he
respects your parents. Make
sure he’s in black shoes,
parents just love black
shoes. End with a suggested
all expenses paid holiday for
your parents. A gift from
him to them. Praise,
bribery, and false
advertising have cemented
the greatest bonds among
people.
I am a 25-year-old man and I

have been single for the last
four years. However, now, I like
this girl in my office, but I have
lost the confidence to approach
her. What should I do?
- PS
PS, Biologist and World Air
Surfing champion, TomYum-Sat, in his book, Stood
Than Sat, spoke of the years
that are best for the human
male, in terms of hormonal
balance. Unfortunately, for
you, they are the years
between 21 and 25. And you
carelessly went and lost
them. Those four years,
your liver, lung capacity,
brain, heart, and spine were
in their best capacity, that
really is the correct time for
loving. Remember,
confidence you can get back,
but those wasted years,
never. Don’t waste a second
move, begin casual chats,
ask her to join you for coffee
in an informed sort of way in
the canteen. And enjoy the
coffee that’s another thing
you may not be able to have
as you age. Move, rush,
hurry.
I am a 29-year-old lady and I
am getting married in a few
months to a guy I met four
months back. It is an arranged
marriage and hence, I haven’t
got much time to know him. Is
there anyway, I could get to

JUST WRITE
TO UNCLE CY
AT CYRUS
@HINDUSTANTIMES.COM
AND I’LL GIVE YOU SOME
RELIEF…. ERR… THAT IS,
PROVIDED, I’M NOT
DOING A HEADSTAND
AT THE TIME.
know him a bit more in the next
couple of months?
— ET
Now ET, I will explain by
quoting from my book ‘23½
ways to patao a girl’. You
see, love is like an elephant,
a pretty obvious point,
right? Just like an elephant,
has a trunk, midriff and a
tail, love has a beginning,
middle period and the end.
The difference between
arranged and love marriage,
pertains only to the
beginning. But the main
point of the marriage and an
elephant, is the middle or
midriff. The midriff of an
elephant is 80% of his mass.
So, it’s not the beginning
you should focus on, it’s, in
fact, the middle period. In
cricket terms, it’s the 20 to 40
overs that must be
negotiated. In two months,
you can easily get to know
him while dining, shopping
or wandering. Anyway,
your efforts in the beginning
will lead to the middle. And
that’s where your challenge
lies. Stop getting stressed
now and enjoy your ‘happy’
period.

seen alongside Ayushmann
Khurrana in Dream Girl, says
she doesn’t understand why
these rumours started in the
first place and why people are
believing them.
“Kartik and I are working
on different [film] sets,
shooting for different projects,
so we don’t get time to chat or
meet often. But that does not
mean we are not on talking
terms or we do not want to
work together, again,” she
asserts.

he Big Bang Theory star
Johnny Galecki is
expecting his first child
with girlfriend Alaina Meyer.
According to reports,
Galecki, 43, and Meyer, 21,
announced the news on
Instagram. “We are absolutely
over the moon to announce
that we will soon be welcoming
a little one into this crazy and
wonderful world,” Galecki
posted.
“We ask that you please
respect our privacy during this
celebratory time for us and our
families. There truly is love out
there for all. We hope ours is
the ember of yours, as we feel
yours is the ember of ours,” he
added.
IANS

T

to have an empowered,
progressive, non-judgmental
society is a given. But
sometimes, due to lack of
complete knowledge of a
situation or simply a
confusion of thoughts, it’s not
possible to take a clear stand
on just about every issue. I feel
there’s just too much pressure
around us to take sides, and
that pressure sometimes
makes people unduly
defensive and defiant. Maybe
we could try being a little less
aggressive, and a little more
calm. What? Not possible till
May 23? Well, okay then. Chalo
aao Twitter pe. Bring your
helmet.
Sonal Kalra has found the
perfect silly-answer to ‘Kaun
aayega?’ How about ‘Don
Ayega.’ It rhymes. Okay, I
apologise. Get over the fatigue,
and mail at sonal.kalra@
hindustantimes.com
or facebook.com/
sonalkalraofficial. Follow
on Twitter @sonalkalra

Nushrat
Bharucha

Collin Rodrigues

MOOD SWINGS

ndia is in the middle of the
biggest spectacle that takes
place once in five years —
the Lok Sabha elections. It
often happens that you are
part of a family with
different political
affiliations. There may be
many reasons for this
phenomenon. But does
having contradictory
political views within a
single family affect their ties
with each other? If so, how?
Here, experts throw light on
some of the personal issues
that such families face.

Another consequence of
such family ties is mood
swings. Shetty says, “Here,
the pendulum of thought
swings from anger to
resentment to a feeling of
helplessness and to finally
accepting reality. This could
result in an absolute
psychological drama within
the house at regular
intervals.”

DESERTION
Despite such families living
together, there could be a
sense of emptiness and
loneliness within each
person. Viveck Shetty, life
coach, says, “This emptiness
is a self-created problem
because people in such
families expect others to be
in complete agreement with
their views or don’t
understand the mechanics of
relationships. They draw up
goals without paying
attention to the process.”

DISAGREEMENTS
A lot of families would have a
common viewpoint about
how their country needs to
move ahead. But it’s a
different story in families
with diverse political
affiliations. Dr Fabian
Almeida, consultant
psychiatrist at a hospital,
says, “Everyone is entitled to
have an opinion, and it may
not be the right one. But if
the differences keep
increasing because of
political reasons, it can take
an adverse toll on family’s
personal relations.”

SOCIAL MEDIA CLASH
Members of a family with
different political leanings
will obviously have a social
media presence, too. And,
their differences can often
crop up on public domains.
Dr Riddhish K Maru,
psychiatrist says, “No one
wants to have a public tiff
with family members on
social media. Do remember,
a strong reaction towards a
party that one family
member likes and another
opposes, can lead to a
verbal spat online,

Host of a reality show actor Ravi Dubey with singers and
judges of the programme Richa Sharma, Shaan and Amaal
Mallik in Amritsar on Saturday.

Eating more rice could protect
you against obesity, says study
besity levels are
substantially lower in
countries that consume
high amounts of rice, while
countries with lower average
rice intake have higher obesity
levels, recent findings suggest.
The link between rice
intake and obesity persisted
even after taking into account
other lifestyle and socioeconomic risk factors,
including total energy
consumption, education,
smoking, gross domestic
product per capita, and health
expenditure.
The researchers estimate
that even a modest increase in
average rice consumption
could reduce the worldwide
prevalence of obesity by 1%.
“The observed associations
suggest that the obesity rate is
low in countries that eat rice
as a staple food. Therefore,
Japanese food or an Asianfood-style diet, based on rice,
may help prevent obesity.
Given the rising levels of
obesity worldwide, eating
more rice should be
recommended to protect
against obesity even in
western countries,” said
Tomoko Imai, lead researcher
of the study discussed in

O

Inopposition?
I

FREEZE FRAME

WITH MEYER

More than happy to work with Kartik again, says Nushrat
Shreya Mukherjee

SAMEER SEHGAL/HT

Eating rice seems to protect
against weight gain
European Congress on Obesity
meeting. People who eat
higher levels of dietary fibre
and whole grains have lower
body weight and cholesterol,
and lower rates of noncommunicable diseases as
compared with people with
lower intakes.
To better understand the
link between the two, Imai and
colleagues examined rice
relative consumption and
energy consumption in the
diets of 136 countries with
populations of more than 1
million, using data from the
UN Food and Agriculture
Organization. These data were
analysed together with
estimates of obesity
prevalence, the average
number of years spent in

education, percentage of the
population over 65 years old,
gross domestic product (GDP)
per capita, and health
expenditure.
Their analysis showed that
total energy consumed,
smoking rates, obesity levels,
percentage of population over
65 years old, GDP, education,
and health expenditure were
significantly lower in
countries that consumed high
levels of rice. Even after taking
into account and adjusting for
these known risk factors, an
inverse association was
observed between rice
consumption and rates of
obesity. Eating rice seems to
protect against weight gain.
It’s possible that the fibre,
nutrients, and plant
compounds found in whole
grains may increase feelings of
fullness and prevent
overeating. “Rice is also low in
fat and has a relatively low
postprandial blood glucose
level which suppresses
insulin secretion. However,
there are also reports that
people who overeat rice are
more likely to develop
metabolic syndrome and
diabetes,” said Imai.

ANI

Political preferences might differ from person to
person within a family, we find out how different
views, if extreme, among the members, can affect
their relationships with each other

thus damaging your family’s
reputation. So, you got to be
careful about what you put
on social media for the sake
of your family.”

SEVERING
FAMILY TIES
In extreme cases, it could
lead to a complete break
down within the family and
severing of ties.
Shetty says, “In many
such families, individual
goals come to the fore and
collective family goals are no
longer important. ‘What’s in
it for me?’ is the allimportant question. It’s the ‘I
, Me and Myself’ syndrome.
Naked ambition rules the
mind when an all-inclusive
vision is clearly missing.
This may take a long time to
heal, if at all the healing does
happen.”

AVOIDING EACH
OTHER
In many cases, people in
such families may avoid each
other completely because of
fights, arguments or
disagreements.
Rajan B Bhonsle,
psychotherapist, explains,
“They would deliberately
return home when the other
family member is not
present, try to be asleep,
pretend to be busy on a call
or on a laptop. At times, they
will ask people they know to
be around so that sensitive/
awkward issues are not
discussed at home.”
PHOTOS: IMAGESBAZAAR; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

THE SOLUTION
n Simplest way to deal

with disagreements is
acceptance that
disagreements are an
integral part of every
relationship. If
accepted, then the
perspective changes
from seeing the
situation as a problem
to that of expression
of another dimension
of a relationship .
n Mood swings can be
dealt with meditation.
Deep breathing for
about five to 10
minutes with eyes
closed and all gadgets
switched off is
extremely effective in
bringing stillness to
the mind and body. It
provides immense
relief even to the
nervous system. These
methods alter the
energy flow within
this magnificent
system of ours and
thereby the mood.
n Social media clashes
can best be avoided. It
is important to
maintain a decorum in
all expression on social
media.
n Severed family ties
takes time to heal. One
could make a
beginning by
accepting that
extreme love and
extreme hate are signs
of influence. Don’t let
anybody define you.
Viveck Shetty,
life coach and
motivational speaker
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