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SC rejects plea for 50%
voting slip verification
OPPOSITION UNHAPPY 21 parties says they will take matter to the people
HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Supreme Court
bench headed by Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi on Tuesday
refused to entertain a petition
from 21 opposition parties that
asked for matching the counts of
at least half the electronic voter
machines used with the output of
VVPAT (voter verifiable paper
audit trail) machines.
The opposition parties wanted
the court to review its April 8
order increasing physical verification of VVPAT machines from
one to five electronic voting
machines (EVMs) in each assembly segment of a Lok Sabha constituency.
The court dismissed the
review petition in minutes.
Andhra Pradesh chief minis-

shortstories
IMA CADET FROM
KARNAL DIES
DURING DRILL
DEHRADUN/KARNAL: An Indian
Military Academy (IMA, Dehradun) cadet, hailing from
Karnal in Haryana, died during a
training exercise, officials said
on Tuesday. An inquiry has been
ordered into the death, said an
official statement. “The cadet,
Amul Rawal, sustained a head
injury and was given immediate
medical attention on the spot.
He was rushed to Military
Hospital, Dehradun, but was
declared brought dead on
››P5
arrival,” said the IMA.

Sikh historian Kirpal
Singh passes away at 95
CHANDIGARH: Renowned Sikh
historian Kirpal Singh passed
away on Tuesday at his home
in Chandigarh, his family said.
He was 95 years old. The first
chronicler of India’s partition,
Kirpal Singh is survived by two
sons and a daughter. His wife,
Joginder Kaur, died at age 93 in
››P5
September last year.

ter and Telugu Desam Party
leader N Chandrababu Naidu,
one of the opposition leaders who
filed the review petition, said:
“We are demanding transparency in the election process.”
“EC’s [election commission]
job is to conduct elections in a
transparent manner, what we are
asking for is, protect democracy,
bring transparency,” he added.
Undaunted by the court’s dismissal of the petition, he said soon
after the verdict that the parties
planned to go to EC and ask it to
review counting guidelines.
Other opposition leaders
present in court were the
National Conference’s Farooq
Abdullah, Communist Party of
India leader D Raja, and Congress leader and advocate for the
parties Abhishek Manu Singhvi.

AFTER SC BATTLE, BACK TO EC
Following the order of the Supreme Court on Tuesday, the
opposition leaders approached the poll watchdog and asked
it to review its counting guidelines
EC’s [election
commission]
job is to
conduct
elections in a
transparent
manner, what we are asking for is,
protect democracy, bring
transparency
N Chandrababu Naidu, Andhra
Pradesh CM and TDP leader

We went to the
EC where we
pointed out
that the SC is
not agreeable
to our demand
but there is no prohibition on you,
the EC, to increase the sample
check. EC... said it will decide
Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
Congress leader and advocate

The EVM gang has surrendered as they know their fate.
They are looking to blame EVMs for their loss when votes
are counted on May 23
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, BJP leader

CONTINUED ON P9

Complainant seeks copy
of report clearing Gogoi
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A day after a three-

member in-house committee of
Supreme Court judges led by justice SA Bobde cleared Chief Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi
of sexual harassment charges,
the complainant, a former
employee of the apex court,
wrote to the panel on Tuesday
seeking a copy of its report.
In her letter addressed to the
three judges — justices Bobde,
Indira Banerjee and Indu Malhotra — the complainant
asserted her right to get a copy of
the committee’s report. Not providing her a copy “would be a
violation of the principles of nat-

n

An activist being taken away by
the police during protests held
outside the Supreme Court on
ANI
Tuesday.

ural justice and a complete travesty of justice”, she wrote in the
letter distributed to the media.
“I have a right to the report,

the reasons for the same as well
as copies of the depositions of
any witnesses, any other persons or any other evidence considered by the Committee.
Besides this, as is being reported
by the media, if a copy of the
report is being given to the CJI
directly or indirectly, I am entitled to a copy thereof in any
case,” the complainant wrote.
“I find it rather strange that
the complainant in a case of sexual harassment is not to be provided with a copy of the report
which finds her complaint to be
without substance and that my
complaint has been held by the
committee to be this without giving me any reasons for the
same,” she added.

ON A RALLY SPREE

Pirates abduct 5 Indian
sailors in Nigeria
NEW DELHI: Five Indian sailors
posted in Nigeria have been
“abducted” by pirates, confirmed external minister
Sushma Swaraj. She has also
asked Indian ambassador in
Nigeria Abhay Thakur to “take
the matter” with the Government of Nigeria to ensure an
immediate release of sailors. “I
have seen reports about
abduction of 5 Indian sailors by
pirates,” tweeted Swaraj. ››P9

n

Manhar Bansal

Muktsar’s Manhar
is ICSE Class 10
joint topper

SC shifts Kotkhai custodial
death case to Chandigarh
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
Tuesday transferred a case
related to alleged custodial
death of an accused in gangrape and murder of a minor
school girl in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kotkhai in 2017, from
Shimla to Chandigarh. The
order was passed by a bench
headed by Chief Justice
››P6
Ranjan Gogoi.

MUKTSAR : Dewang Kumar Agar-

n

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi with party’s
Lok Sabha nominee Kumari Selja at a rally in Ambala
HT PHOTO
on Tuesday. >>P4

›

The BJP needs to learn from the fate of
Duryodhana of Mahabharata that this country
has never forgiven the arrogant.
PRIYANKA GANDHI, Cong general secy, in a veiled attack on Modi

wal and Vibha Swaminathan
topped the Class 12 ISC examination with 100%, while Mumbai’s
Juhi Rupesh Kajaria and
Muktsar’s Manhar Bansal were
declared joint toppers with 99.6%
each in the Class 10 ICSE exam,
the results of which were
declared on Tuesday.
Manhar, a student of Little
Flower Convent School, has
opted for humanities and wants
to become an IAS officer. His parents are doctors Madan Mohan
Bansal and Vandna. “It’s the
result of hard work and family
support. I stayed away from
social media and devoted equal
time to all subjects,” Manhar
HTC
said.

Jalandhar priest ‘lied’, SIT to quiz him
Ravinder Vasudeva
n

FATHER ANTHONY HAD
CLAIMED THAT ₹6.6 CR
WENT MISSING; PROBE
REVEALS ₹4.5 CR
PILFERED BY ASIs

ravinder.vasudeva@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The special investigation team (SIT), probing the
case of missing Rs 6.6 crore after
raid by Khanna police at Jalandhar priest Father Anthony’s
house, on Tuesday said the figure was exaggerated.
The SIT said it has arrived at
the conclusion that the priest
lied regarding the missing
amount after interrogating the
two ASIs, Joginder Singh and
Rajpreet Singh, who are in police
custody following their arrest
from a Kerala hotel. The probe
team has now found that Rs 14.5
crore was recovered from
Anthony’s Jalandhar house.

n

Father Anthony

Anthony claimed that the police
had recovered Rs 16.65 crore
from his house, but showed it to
be Rs 9.66 crore, while misappropriating the remaining amount.
The SIT has decided to quiz
Anthony in a day or two, said an
SIT member. The SIT said some
bank officials were present at the

priest’s house in Partapura
when the raid was conducted on
April 29. These bank officials
were rounded up for questioning
by the SIT on Monday.
“The bank staff claimed to
have counted the cash lying on
the ground and the first floor of
Father Anthony’s house. We
have also analysed cash receipts
provided by the priest claiming
that the cash was from business

proceeds,” the SIT member
added.
According to the SIT, the two
ASIs were thoroughly grilled following which they admitted to
have pilfered Rs 4.5 crore. “We
have already recovered this
amount,” said the SIT member.
The priest, when contacted by
HT, said the actual cash that
went missing was Rs 5.78 crore.
“Just after the raid, when I was
being interrogated by the income
tax department, the person who
wrote the complaint on my
behalf mentioned the missing
amount as Rs 6.6 crore by mistake. In my statement to the SIT,
I have claimed it to be Rs 5.78
crore and I am ready to give all
records,” said Anthony.
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

HOTSEAT

PATIALA

BattleroyaleintheoffingasCongress
pusheshardtoreclaimitsoldcitadel

n

THREE-CORNERED CONTEST While Preneet is harping on development, Rakhra is banking on Modi magic and Dr Gandhi on his popularity
Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA:ChiefministerCaptAma-

rinder Singh’s wife, former
Union minister Preneet Kaur, is
locked in a triangular battle in
Patialatoreclaimtheparty’slost
turf. With Captain firmly in the
saddle, she is hoping to win the
royal battle, which she lost to
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate Dr Dharamvira Gandhi in
2014byover20,000votes.Preneet
had won the Patiala Lok Sabha
seat in 1999, 2004 and 2009.
TheAAP,whichsprungmany
surprisesintheMalwabeltofthe
state in 2014 polls, is in disarray.
ButsittingPatialaMPDrGandhi,
who was ousted from the AAP
and floated his own outfit —
Nawan Punjab Party — a part of
the six-party alliance Punjab
Democratic Alliance, is still a
force to reckon with, the fact
acknowledged by the Congress
whichishittingonallcylindersto
clinch the royal seat.
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
candidate,formerministerSurjit
Singh Rakhra, is facing a daunting task to turn the tide in his
favour. He is banking more on
charismaofPrimeMinisterNarendra Modi.
Traditionally a Congress
stronghold, party candidates
have won the seat 10 times — in
1952, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1971, 1980,
1991, 1999, 2004 and 2009. Unemployment, poor civic amenities,
flooding of fields and skewed
industrial growth are major poll
issues concerning the voters in
this constituency.
Preneet,whoiscontestingher
fifth election from the seat, says
the mood in Punjab has completelychangedfromwhatitwas
in 2014. “In the last elections, our
familyresourcesweredividedas
Captain Saab was contesting
fromAmritsaragainstArunJait-

›

In last two years,
Captain Saab has
spent ₹1,000 crore in
Patiala and many projects
are in the pipeline. A vote
for the Congress will be a
vote for development.
PRENEET KAUR, Congress
candidate

ley. Now, he is available and is
campaigning for me. This is winwin situation for me, says Preneet,whohasmadedevelopment
as her poll plank. “In last two
years, Captain Saab has spent
₹1,000 crore in Patiala and many
projectsareinthepipeline.Avote
for Congress will be a vote for
development,” she says.
Ofthenineassemblysegments
in the parliamentary constituency, Congress has won seven
while two are with the SAD.
Despite this, it will not be a cakewalk for Preneet as Dr Gandhi is
stillapopularfaceinthesegment
whileRakhrahasafirmgripover
rural voters.
Amidst the development rhetoric, Dr Gandhi has made a
uniquepromisethathewillbring
opium and poppy husk out of
NDPSActambit,theissuewhich
finds takers in Patran, Ghanaur,
Samana and Nabha areas of the
constituency.Butwithabsenceof
AAPvolunteersbyhisside,itwill
beanuphilltaskforDrGandhito
repeat the 2014. Dr Gandhi faces
another problem. He is still identified with the AAP symbol
broom and not the microphone,
the symbol the election commission has allotted to his outfit.
Claiming that the BJP would
form the government at the Centre, a vote for him will bring
major projects in the area, says
Rakhra. In his election rallies,
Rakhralistsdevelopmentworks
ofthepreviousSAD-BJPgovernmentandtargetstheCaptaingovernment for its “failure” to fulfil
pre-poll promises. SAD has a
strong base in Dera Bassi, Samana,Sanaur,Ghanaur,Shutrana
and Nabha. In the 2014 polls, the
SADgotaleadof57,000votesfrom
Dera Bassi.
ThoughAAPcandidateNeena
Mittalisnotbeingseenasathreat
to key contestants, she will be
able to garner the cadre votes.

Know the constituency

Congress candidate Preneet Kaur during her campaign at Nabha in Patiala.

TOTAL VOTERS:

17.34 lakh

Female:

8.24 lakh
Male:

9.09 lakh
Transgender: 74
n

Nawan Punjab Party nominee Dr Dharamvira Gandhi during a roadshow in Patiala.

RESULTS OF LAST THREE ELECTIONS:
2014: Dr Dharamvira Gandhi (AAP) defeated former Union
minister Preneet Kaur by 20,929 votes
2009: Congress’ Preneet Kaur defeated SAD’s Prem Singh
Chandumajra by 97,389 votes
2004: Congress’ Preneet Kaur defeated SAD’s Kanwaljit Singh
by 23,667 votes

ASSEMBLY
SEGMENTS

›

It’s a battle of the
common man with the
royals. Preneet remained
MP for 15 years. If she has
done something for the
area, she should accept my
challenge for a debate.

Congress: 7
(Patiala, Patiala
Rural, Samana,
Nabha, Patran,
Ghanaur and
Rajpura)
SAD: 2 (Sanaur and
Dera Bassi)

PUNJAB

Patiala

Rajpura
Nabha (SC)
Patiala Rural Ghanaur

Dera
Bassi

Patiala

Samana

Sanour

Shutrana
(SC)

DR DHARAMVIRA GANDHI,
Nawan Punjab Party

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

›

Sikhs got justice in
the 1984 victims
case after Modi govt
reopened cases involving
Sajjan Kumar. SIT also
reopened cases of Tytler
who got clean chit earlier.
SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA,
veteran Akali leader

inthe1984riotsvictimscaseafter
Modi-ledgovernmentre-opened
thecasesrelatedtoinvolvement
of Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar. “The SIT also reopened
cases of Jagdish Tytler who was
given clean chit earlier. Sikhs
were waiting for justice in these
cases for the past 33 years and
onlytheModigovernmentmade
it happen,” he said.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR : A post on the Face-

book page of Rupnagar MLA
Amarjit Singh Sandoa, who
recently joined the Congress,
caused a flutter in the party circles.
Also, Sandoa’s personal
assistant (PA) filed a complaint
with the Rupnagar deputy commissioner, copies of which were
sent to senior superintendent of
police (SSP) and Punjab chief
electoral officer alleging misuse
of the MLA’s Facebook page.
The post read, “I want to tell
Barinder Singh Dhillon (Rupnagar district Congress president)
that his political career, not
mine, is going to end. The Punjab
assembly speaker has assured
me that party ticket for the
byelection will be given to me
and Dhillon will be sidelined.”
The complainant said the post
wassharedontheFacebookpage
as part of a conspiracy.
The PA further said Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) volunteers
Komal Bela, Ram Kumar and
Noor Mohammad besides others
were adminoftheFacebook page
and they could be behind this.
He demanded action against
the guilty.
Komal Bela said he and the
two others named in the complaint are not admin of Sandoa’s
Facebook page, adding that they
would file a defamation case
against the MLA.
Rupnagar SSP Swapan
Sharma said the police would
take action on the complaint
after seekinglegal opinion on the
same.
Dhillon, who lost to Sandoa in
the last assembly elections, said
he did not pay attention to such
issues and he was focusing on
ensuring the victory of Congress’ Anandpur Sahib candidate Manish Tewari.

PA OF RUPNAGAR MLA,
WHO RECENTLY JOINED
THE STATE’S RULING
PARTY, FILES POLICE
COMPLAINT ALLEGING
MISUSE OF SOCIAL
MEDIA PAGE

SAD’s Surjit Singh Rakhra (C) addressing a gathering at Jourian Bhatian village in Patiala.

Dhindsa Sr urges Punjabis
to vote for BJP, its allies
NEW DELHI/ CHANDIGARH: In a big
sigh of relief for SAD-BJP in
Punjab, senior SAD leader and
Rajya Sabha member Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa, who had
resigned from all party positions last year due to differences
with SAD chief Sukhbir Badal,
on Tuesday, appealed to the
Punjabi community to vote for
BJP and its allies in the Lok
Sabha polls.
Dhindsa kept himself away
from campaigning of the Lok
Sabha polls after his revolt
against Sukhbir, even as his son
and former finance minister
of Punjab, Parminder Dhindsa,
is contesting the Lok Sabha
polls from SAD from the Sangrur seat.
However, on Tuesday,
Dhindsa, who was accompanied
by party leaders Tarlochan
Singh and Delhi Sikh Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee
chief Manjinder Singh Sirsa not
only cited the steps taken by PM
Modi-led government for the
welfare of Sikhs as the reason
why Punjabis should vote for
NDA, but was also soft on SAD.
TheRajyaSabhamembersaid
thatduringBJP’sfive-yearrule,
the Sikh community got justice

Surjit Singh Rakhra, 68, SAD-BJP: He is
trying to piggyback on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s popularity. A businessman-turned-politician, he is the best bet for
the SAD as he is popular amongst both
Hindus and Sikhs.
Neena Mittal, 47, AAP: Denied AAP ticket
from Rajpura assembly constituency,
Panchkula-based Mittal has business
interests in Haryana and Punjab. She would
be facing an uphill task to defeat two former
MPs and ex-cabinet minister, besides AAP’s
internal rift.

PHOTOS: BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

MLA Sandoa’s FB
post causes flutter
in Cong circles
n

Preneet Kaur, 74, Congress: Former Union
minister and wife of chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh, Preneet is soft spoken and
assessable to the people of the constituency.
She won the Patiala seat thrice, in 1999, 2004
and 2009.
Dr Dharamvira Gandhi, 68, Nawan
Punjab Party: A cardiologist-turned-politician, Dr Gandhi won the Patiala seat in the
2014 by defeating Preneet Kaur by a margin
of more than 20,000 votes. He has a
capability to connect with the masses.
Despite being ousted from the AAP, he is still
a popular face in the segment.

n

Amarjit Singh Sandoa

HT Correspondent

KEY CONTESTANTS

n

n

03

Dhindsa, who was recently
awarded Padam Bhushan, also
gave the credit of opening up of
Kartarpur corridor solely to the
Modi government at the Centre.
“The decision to waive off langars and abolishing ‘black-list’
on Sikh foreigners is a big decision for which the Sikh community has been struggling for
long. There are enough other
reasons why Sikhs should vote
for BJP and its allies,” said
Dhindsa.
The SAD leaders also claimed
that Punjab has received historic development projects
under Modi rule including
AIIMS, IIT, IIM and Satellite
Centre of PGIMR, besides major
infrastructure push in form of
broadening of national highways.
Dhindsa said his best wishes
were with his son Parminder
and his entire family is backing
his candidature. He also said he
would not be able to campaign
due to health constraints.
His move to resign from the
party posts last year had triggered a crisis in the Akali Dal,
with three veterans from Majha
raising a banner of revolt
against Sukhbir Singh Badal’s
leadership.
Later, the three were expelled
from the party.

‘Sidhu will campaign
in state after May 12’
CHANDIGARH: AmidreportsofPun-

jab local bodies minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu not being invited to
campaign in Punjab, All India
CongressCommittee(AICC)generalsecretaryandPunjabaffairs
in-chargeAshaKumarionTuesdaysaidhewilladdressralliesin
the state after May 12.
“AsPunjabisgoingtothepolls

in the last phase, Sidhu being a
startcampaignerisbusyinother
states. We have written to the
Congresshighcommandseeking
his schedule to address rallies in
Punjab and we are sure that we
will get enough time,” said
Kumari on the sidelines of
launchingthecybercampaignof
the Punjab Congress.
HTC

MESSAGE

V.P. Singh Badnore
Governor of Punjab
and Administrator
Union Territory, Chandigarh

I am happy to know, the World Red Cross Day is being celebrated all over the
world on 8th May, 2019 which happens to be the birth anniversary of Sir Henry
Dunant, the founder of Red Cross. I am also pleased to know that the Punjab State
Branch alongwith all the District Branches of Punjab are also celebrating this day in
a beﬁtting manner.
The theme for the World Red Cross Day, this year is "What do you love about
the Red Cross". This is indeed a very thought provoking theme which incites us to
think about those aspects of this organisation which make it so much loved and
respected. There is no doubt that Red Cross is not only the largest but also the
greatest and the most credible, humanitarian organisaiton of the world.
Innumerable persons are passionately and enthusiastically associated with it and
there are divergent reasons for this. The most inspiring thing about Red Cross is that
it aims to give a practical shape to the great message of "Nar Sewa is Narayan
Sewa ". The functioning for Red Cross is guided by its seven golden principles
namely Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, Independence, Voluntary Service, Unity
and University. Once we start looking at the reasons for our love for Red Cross, the
good aspects of Red Cross society get revised in our minds and inspire us to work
with greater zeal and zest.
I must appreciate the eﬀorts of the Punjab State Red Cross Branch and various
district Branches of the State for actively playing their role to fulﬁl the noble mission
of service to humanity.

I extend my best wishes and wish all the Punjabis a very happy World
Red Cross Day.

(V.P. Singh Badnore)
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election2019
PriyankaattacksPM:‘Weallknow
thefateofarrogantDuryodhana’
THREE RALLIES Questions Modi if
there is a heart behind his 56-inch chest
Bhaskar Mukherjee, Hardik Anand
and Sunil Rahar
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR/ROHTAK/AMBALA:Inwhatwas

seen as a veiled attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, CongressgeneralsecretaryPriyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday
reminded the ruling Bharatiya
JanataParty(BJP)aboutthefate
of Duryodhan of Mahabharata
and said this county has never
forgiven “arrogance” .
While the Congress leader’s
counteroffensivecamedaysafter
thePMreferredtoherfatherand
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhias“bhrashtacharino1”,
the BJP chief Amit Shah, who
was in West Bengal, retaliated
immediately, saying the Lok
Sabha poll results on May 23 will
determinewhetherModiisDuryodhan or Arjun.
“Priyanka Gandhi has compared Modi ji with Duryodhan.
People of the country will decide
who is Duryodhan and who is
ArjunonMay23,”Shahsaidatan
electionrallyinBengal’sMidnapore, according to a news agency
report.
Addressing a rally in Ambala
in favour of party nominee and
former union minister Kumari
Selja, Vadra used the MahabharatareferencetoattackthePrime
Minister and quoted poet Ramdhari Singh Dinkar: “Jab naash
manuj par chhaata hai, pehle
vivek mar jata hai (When doom
looms, the first thing a human
losesistheabilitytodiscernright
from wrong).”
Later in Hisar while referring
to Modi, Priyanka asked: “Is
there any heart behind the
56-inch chest?”
“The Congress is contesting
thiselectiononpublicissues.But
the BJPgovernmentled byModi

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

KURUKSHETRA :The stage is all set

›

The Modi govt has
helped private firms
through Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana as
these firms earned
₹10,000 crore from
farmers in the name of
crop insurance.
PRIYANKA GANDHI, Cong gen secy

is doing politics in the name of
brave soldiers. The public will
teachModialessonforhiswrongdoings,” she said.
The Modi government has
helped industrialists through
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana and these companies
earned ₹10,000 crore from farmersinthenameofcropinsurance,
Priyankasaid.“Thefarmersgave
a huge amount to private crop
insurance companies. These
firms got a profit of ₹10,000 crore
in the last five years, but when it
came to returning the amount to
the farmers due to crop damage
or loss, the private companies
providedameagrecompensation
to them,” she said.
Reaching out to farmers and
the labourers, the Congress
leader said her party will waive
off farm loans and introduce a
separate agriculture budget for
the farmers. And for the labourers, she said, Congress has
decidedtoincreaseworkingdays
from 100 to 150.
Reiterating that the Congress
iscommittedtoimplementingthe
Nyuntam Aay Yojana (Nyay)
underwhich₹72,000willbegiven
to 20% poor families of the
country, the Congress’ eastern
UP in-charge said the BJP

STAGE SET FOR
MODI RALLY IN
K’SHETRA TODAY

n

Priyanka Gandhi addressing a rally in favour of Congress candidate Bhavya Bishnoi (extreme right) in
HT PHOTO
Hisar on Tuesday.

cheated farmers in the name of
Pradhan
Mantri
Fasal
Bima Yojna (PMFBY).

PRIYANKA HERE TO FIND LAND
FOR HER HUSBAND: KHATTAR

‘THEY INSULTED MY
MARTYR FATHER’
Addressing a gathering during a
roadshow in Rohtak city, Priyanka said, “They insulted a
martyrlikemyfather.Letmetell
youtheyarenotgoingtostopanywhere.” She added: “Their politicsisnottoresolvepeople’sproblemsorempathisewiththembut
to retain powereitherby hookor
by crook.”
Priyankasaidthattoremainin
power,theModigovernmentwas
killing democracy and destroying all the institutions that protected the people.
“Today, anyone who protests
againstthegovernmentisbeaten
up,anyonewhoraiseshisvoiceis
gagged,” she said. She said the
Modigovernmenthadbecomeso
arrogant that it had no gratitude
for the public that voted them to
power.

HT Correspondent
n
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PANCHKULA :Haryana chief

minister (CM) Manohar
Lal Khattar on Tuesday
took a dig at Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi, who was visiting
the state on Tuesday, saying she is here to find a
piece of land for her husband.
The CM, who was in Surajpur, Pinjore, for the
Vijay Sankalp rally in
favour of BJP candidate
Rattan Lal Kataria, also
said her family was the reason why dynasty politics
was continuing in the
country. Khattar further
accused the Congress,

Indian National Lok Dal
and Jannayak Janta Party,
stating that these parties
only think of their own
good. “Their sons and
grandsons are the ones
who they have forwarded
in politics. Being in the
dynasty, they are fighting
each other for power. Now
it is time to eliminate
dynasty and familism,” he
said. Targeting Gandhi
family, Khattar said this
family never wanted someone else to control and take
power. “BJP is formed for
nationalism and there is no
place for family and
dynasty in nationalism.
BJP will eliminate dynastic politics from the country,” he added.

for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s public rally set to be held
in Kurukshetra on Wednesday.
Adayaheadoftherally,preparationswereinfullswingatKurukshetra’sthemepark,thevenue
of the rally, where hundreds of
copswerespottedrelaxingunder
temporary sheds. Several BJP
leadersfromthestatewerecamping at the venue site, coordinating with the local police and the
SpecialProtectionGrouppersonnel.
The PM is to address Vijay
Sankalp rally in support of BJP
candidatesofKurukshetra,Karnal and Ambala. This is Modi’s
firstrallyintheruntoLokSabha
elections in Haryana. This is PM
Modi’s second visit to Kurukshetrainlessthanthreemonths,
ashehadvisitedKurukshetraon
February 12 to launch Swachh
Shakti 2019 convention.
About 50,000 people from the
threeconstituenciesareexpected
toattendtherallywhichwillprovide a boost to BJP candidates
from the northern region of the
state.
Talking to Hindustan Times,
Kurukshetra superintendent of
policeAsthaModisaid1,700cops
have been deputed to monitor
security arrangements.
“Nearly 20 DSPs and 5 SPs
have been deputed in KurukshetraforthesecurityofthePM,”
she said, adding that about 1,000
cops have been called from
nearbydistricts.TheSpecialProtection Group (SPG) has taken
charge of the ground to examine
the security aspects of the venue
and supervise preparations for
the podiums.
Traffichasbeendivertedfrom
Kaithal-Kurukshetra, PehowaKurukshetraandJhansa-Kurukshetraroadstoavoidjams.Asper
the schedule, the PM will land in
KurukshetraonWednesdayat11
am and address the rally around
11.30 am.

n

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal and AAP-JJP candidate from
Hisar, Dushyant Chautala, during a rally on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

Modi’s nationalism
is fake: Kejriwal
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR :Questioning the timing of

terrorist attacks, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) chief and Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Tuesday said he suspects a
“setting” between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Pakistan.
Addressing a ‘Jan Adhikar
rally’ in support of Dushyant
Chautala, leader of Jannayak
Janta Party, which is alliance
with his party, Kejriwal said,
“One has to wonder why the terrorist attacks took place few
months before elections. Modi is
dangerous for the country. His
fake nationalism should be
exposed.”
The AAP supremo further
said, “On January 2, 2016, terrorists attacked the Pathankot airbase. We came to know that PM
Modi wrote a letter to Pakistan
asking for a probe. Following
this, Pakistan’s inter-state intelligence investigated the matter,
which is wrong. Recently, the
prime minister of Pakistan
Imran Khan gave a statement
that the people of India must
select PM as Narendra Modi
again.”
Repeating the question, at
least five times Kejriwal said,
“Bhaisahab chal kya raha hai

›

One has to wonder
why the terrorist
attacks took place few
months before elections.
Modi is dangerous for the
country. His fake
nationalism should be
exposed.
ARVIND KEJRIWAL , Delhi CM

Pakistan aur Modi ke bich main,
(what is going on between Pakistan and Modi?).”
Stating that the AAP-JJP alliance will solve the problems people, he asked people to vote for
Dushyant and said, “I know
Dushyant personally. He has
done a lot for the people of Hisar.
Both of us wanted to serve the
people of the country and hence
joined politics.”
Meanwhile, Dushyant Chautala, who is seeking re-election
from Hisar, said, “We don’t have
star campaigners with us. We
have common people and their
issues are common. The Congress is not taking up any local
issue while the BJP is harping on
Modi for votes. It is only the JJP
and AAP that we are raising
every single problem.”

Sunny’s first jibe at Jakhar: ‘He’s SAD opposes BJP’s river-linking project Vij caught on
camera abusing
targeting me to stay in contest’
Gagandeep Jassowal
n

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATHANKOT: In his first salvo

against Congress’ Gurdaspur
candidate Sunil Jakhar, Bollywood actor and BJP nominee
Sunny Deol on Tuesday said the
former is making statements
against him just to remain in the
election contest.
Corneredbythemediapersons
over Jakhar’s repeated remarks
against him over his lack of
knowledge about the issues concerningtheborderbeltinPunjab,
anapparentlyagitatedDeolsaid,

“Jakhar tan bolda rahuga,
boldarahuga,kyunkiohjaanda
agar oh nahi bolda tan oh jitu
kidaan (Sunil Jakhar will keep
on talking as he knows that if he
does not speak how he will be in
the contest).”
He said this in Gurdaspur
town just before starting his poll
campaign in the morning.
Later, he held roadshows in
the border villages of Pathankot
Asked about the sarpanch of
his ancestral village cricitising
theDeolfamilyfornotdoinganythingforthevillage,hesaid,“My
father did many things for the

countryandItoohavejoinedpolitics to do something.”
“Myintentionsareclearandit
will help me win. If I am a liar I
will be thrown out. They (Congress)failedtocurbthemenaceof
drugs in the state.
VISITS DEV ANAND’S
NATIVE VILLAGE
As part of his roadshow, Sunny
Deolvisitedveteranfilmstarlate
Dev Anand’s ancestral village
Gharota in Gurdsapur district
where he was given a rousing
reception.
(With agency inputs)

gagandeep@htlive.com

JALANDHAR : Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) has objected the inclusion of linking of rivers in its
alliance partner Bhartiya Janata Party’s (BJP) manifesto for
the Lok Sabha polls.
SAD in principle is against
the linking of rivers and had
also opposed the move in the
Parliament. BJP has proposed
that the party will form a new
ministry of water to expedite the
programme “Jal Shakti” for
linking of rivers.
Calling it a principled stand,
SAD nominee from Anandpur

Sahib parliamentary segment
Prem Singh Chandumajra said
it is not mandatory that alliance
partners should agree on every
issue.
“I opposed the move of linking of rivers during the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government. It
does not mean that we are
against the BJP. We believe that
when a river flows through a
state, its benefits should also go
to the state because state bears
floods and other calamities
caused by the river. In case of
surplus water, SAD is of the
opinion that the requirement of
the parent state should kept in
interest first,” said Chandu-

majra.
State BJP spokesperson
Tarun Chugg said that the Satluj Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
has nothing to do with the programme, our main focus is to
link places, where extra water is
causing flood. Bihar and Assam
face flood while there is drought
in Rajasthan, he said.
“If the state has surplus
water, then it should be channelled to those states suffering
from drought to help farmers
and locals of the region,” said
Chugg.
Reacting on the controversy,
Congress candidate from
Anandpur Sahib Manish

CAMPAIGNTRAIL

Tewari said that we always
maintained that inter-linking of
rivers is not a good idea as it
adversely affects the ecology of
rivers. “The detailed working
report (DPR) also does not
establish the efficiency of the
project. Merely because similar
project worked in some part of
the world, it does not mean it
will work here too,” Tewari
said.
Nawanshahr-based environmentalist, Gangveer Rathore,
said the move will affect ecology
of rivers and as the state has a
dispute with the non-riparian
states, the project will be a set
back to Punjab.

protesters

AMBALA:Haryanahealthminister

and BJP leader Anil Vij on Tuesdaywascaughtoncamera,abusingprotestersinMachhonda village,whodaredtoraisequestions
on the government’s performance. The incident captured on a
mobile camera, is doing the
rounds on social media. BJP’s
districtspokesmansaidtheyouth
were INLD workers. INLD district chief Shispal Jandheri
refuted the claims. Vij did not
respond despite repeated
HTC
attempts.

BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA

Hooda scripting chief ministerial dream in his first LS poll since 2004
SEEKING POLITICAL RESURGENCE Cold-shouldered by the
party high command and troubled by a series of corruption cases
against him, the former chief minister is desperately looking for a
revival of fortune before the bell rings for the 2019 assembly elections
Hitender Rao
n

hrao@htlive.com

JULANA (JIND): Nothing succeeds

like success. No one knows it
better than former Haryana
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda who ruled the state for
close to a decade. Hooda was a
four-time MP from Rohtak
when he was handpicked by the
Congress high command in 2005
to head the state government
after the party won a comprehensive victory in the assembly
elections. Fielded by the party in
this election from the adjoining
Sonepat Lok Sabha constituency, the former chief minister
is trying to script a similar plot
this time.
Cold-shouldered by the party
high command and troubled by
a series of corruption cases
against him, the former chief
minister is desperately looking
for a revival of fortune before
the bell rings for the 2019 assembly elections. “This is not Bhupinder Singh Hooda at your
doorstep. This is the next government of Haryana and its
chief minister,’’ his close aide,
Virender, announces his arrival
at Radhana village in Jind district. Virender’s job is to keep at
the microphone, indulge in a bit
of rustic banter, and make periodic announcements as the cavalcade of vehicles enter a vil-

›

We will waive farmers’
loans, increase the
old-age pension to ₹3,000
a month, give ₹72,000
annually under the NYAY
scheme. The BJP
government has
hoodwinked people.
BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA,
former chief minister

lage. “People remember what
you did for the welfare of the
state as the chief minister. They
want to see you again as chief
minister. Now he will briefly tell
us what he will do for the people
when he comes back to power,’’
he announces, seated behind
Hooda in a bus converted into an
election rath. That’s what lies at
the heart of the former chief
minister’s poll campaign. It’s
not about winning the Sonepat
Parliamentary seat; it’s much
beyond.
“We will waive farmer’s
loans, increase the old-age pension to ₹3,000 a month, give
₹72,000 annually under the
NYAY scheme. The BJP government has hoodwinked people. It
appointed well-educated youngsters as fourth class employees.

This not only humiliated them
but also hampered the prospects
of those with lower qualifications,” says the former chief
minister at Bishanpura village.
With a sewed-up chin secured
under a surgical mask (he
tripped and sustained a cut on
the chin, requiring stitches), the
former chief minister looks subdued moments before the bus
stops at Ramrai village.
His transformation, however, is quick. An excited group
of villagers run towards the bus
to garland and shake hands with
him. The crowd looks frenzied
to get a selfie clicked with him.
Too many hands emerge, he gets
mobbed but does not get flustered. He obliges everyone with
a handshake, a wave of hand
and a garland hurled back. En
route an aide tells him to pay
attention towards a group of
bystanders and Hooda acknowledges them with folded hands.
“Aaj to meri hazari laga lo. I
will come and sit down with you
after the polls. Those who got
₹15 lakh, as promised by the BJP
before 2014 elections, should
definitely vote for the BJP. But
those who did not get the
amount should vote for us,” he
announces to loud cheers at
Kinana.
A roti roll is handed over to
him with chilled salted lassi.
The music in the background is

n

Congress candidate Bhupinder Singh Hooda campaigning at Bibipur village in Julana segment in Sonepat.

loud, and striking a conversation looks a difficult task. “Let’s
eat first. Then we can talk,’’ he
says. “For five years, the BJP
government in Haryana and at
the Centre did not fulfil any
promise. Farmers are distressed, the poor have nothing
to cheer about, the economy is in
shambles. Because the BJP has
nothing to show in terms of their
achievements, they are whip-

ping up hysteria by taking
credit for the accomplishments
of the defence forces. It is a sad
state of affairs,” says Hooda.
At Bishanpura, he is introduced to party workers by a
local party functionary travelling along. He gets down at
Biroli village to express condolences to a family which lost a
member recently. “What has the
BJP government done for you?

When I was the chief minister,
we allotted 3.82 lakh residential
100-square yard plots to below
the poverty line (BPL) families,
10 lakh water connections and
200 litre water storage tanks
each. You know very well what
we did for you,” says Hooda at
Bibipur village.
Has the corruption cases
against him affected his standing?. “Look at the fate of the SN

KESHAV SINGH/HT

Dhingra Commission. The high
court has set aside its report.
The BJP acted in a vindictive
manner. We have not committed any irregularity. People
know the truth. All the cases
registered against me are baseless and will fall flat,” he says,
dismissing the allegations. On
the probable caste polarisation,
the former CM says: “There is
no polarisation. Policies are

framed for the benefit of each
section of the society. But since
the BJP has nothing to show in
its report card, they are resorting to such tactics.”
The bus navigates through
the rugged village terrain,
throwing his aides off balance
every now and then. In between,
supporters murmur something
in his ears. Hooda listens attentively, often nodding in affirmative and being dismissive at
times. Running five hours
behind schedule, Hooda looks a
little fatigued. He tries to catch a
wink for a few seconds only to be
woken up again by the deafening noise of the loudspeakers
and the revved up engine. He
turns to a helper and asks for
throat lozenges. One villager at
Ramrai tells him that he has
been waiting for him for the last
four hours. “I know all of you
are sweating in this heat. I
assure you that your sweat will
not go waste. It will change the
course of politics in the state,”
he tells him.
Milk glasses and juice packs
make way through the window
of the bus as Hooda prepares to
get down at Bibipur. He gets
mobbed as soon as he disembarks. The security personnel
cordon him and make him climb
an open truck. “I have been
serving the people of Jind in an
indirect manner. However, this
time I want to be at your service
as your nominee,” he concludes
his address. It’s now Virender’s
turn to take control of the microphone: “Bhai, ek desi ghee ka
naara laga do..,’’ he announces.
Hooda too settles down, contentment writ large over his face.
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SCtransferstarget
killingcasesfrom
MohalitoDelhicourt Renowned Sikh
n

JAIL TRANSFER Court permits shifting of 11 accused to Tihar
Gagandeep Jassowal
gagandeep@htlive.com
JALANDHAR : The Supreme
Court on Tuesday allowed
transfer of target killing cases of
Punjab from Mohali to National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
court, Patiala House, New
Delhi.
Hearing plea of the NIA, the
agency which is probing the
cases, the apex court also permitted shifting of 11 accused in
the target killing cases, including British national Jagtar
Singh alias Jaggi Johal, Hardeep Singh Shera, Dharmendra
Gugni and others, to Tihar
Jail.
The defence counsel of Jagtar
Singh and other accused, Jaspal
Singh Manjhpur, confirmed the
development. Terming it a calculated move by the NIA,
Manjhpur said it will put
accused life at risk in Tihar Jail.
“Tihar authorities do not
treat prisoners from minorities
communities well. They face

›

Tihar officials do not
treat prisoners from
minorities communities
well. They face threat to
life. NIA should explain the
reason for not trusting the
Punjab jails.
JASPAL SINGH MANJHPUR,
defence counsel

threat to life. NIA should
explain the reason for not trusting the Punjab jails,” Manjhpur
said.
He also said that the SC did
not listen to the senior advocate,
who was representing the
accused, before deciding the
matter and disposed off the case
within few minutes. Manjhpur
informed that the NIA had also
sought transfer of the accused to
Tihar jail earlier in April 2018,
but it was denied by the Mohali
NIA court. A source privy to the

development said most of the
accused are currently lodged in
Nabha jail and will be transferred to Tihar jail soon.
Meanwhile, the next hearing
in these cases will be taken up at
the NIA court, Mohali, on May
20.
Earlier, in Nov 2017, Punjab
Police had arrested 11 people,
including Jagtar Singh, Hardeep Singh alias Shera, Ramandeep Singh, Dharmendra Singh
Gugni, Anil Kumar, Amaninder
Singh, Manpreet Singh, Ravipal, Pahad Singh, Pravesh and
Malook Tomar, in different target killing cases, which took
place between January 2016 and
October 2017 in the state.
Later, Punjab government
transferred the cases, including
one of RSS and BJP leader
Ravinder Gosai, Pastor Sultan
Masih of Ludhiana, Shiv Sena
leader Amit Arora, Durga
Prasad and Dera Sirsa followers
of Khanna—Satpal Kumar and
his son— and Ramesh Kumar to
the NIA.

Kirpal Singh

historian passes
away at 95
CHANDIGARH: Renowned Sikh his-

torian Kirpal Singh passed away
on Tuesday at his home in Chandigarh, his family said. He was 95
years old.
The first chronicler of India’s
partition, Kirpal Singh is survivedbytwosonsandadaughter.
His wife, Joginder Kaur, died at
age 93 in September last year.
“Deeply saddened to learn of
the passing away of Prof Kirpal
Singh, the doyen of Sikh history.
I have known him very closely
and have always respected his
scholarship,”Punjabchiefminister Amarinder Singh tweeted.
“Ioffer myheartfelt condolences to his family,” he added.
The chief minister said he met
KirpalSingh,aformerchairman
oftheSikhHistoryResourceEditing Project, in June last year and
requested him to update the history textbooks of Punjab for
HTC
school children..

Ex-AAP leader Grewal joins SAD
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JALNDHAR : Former Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader Chandan
Grewal on Tuesday joined the
ShiromaniAkaliDal(SAD),after
party president Sukhbir Singh
Badal visited Grewal’s house.
Grewal, president of the Punjab Safai Mazdoor Federation,
waswelcomedintothepartyfold
by the Congress in presence of
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh and Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee (PPCC)
chief Sunil Jakhar and other
leaders on April 13 in Jalandhar.
Grewal, however, had denied
joiningthe Congress a few hours
later.
Congress had officially
released a press release welcoming him the party.Grewal is a
prominent Valmiki leader and
had quit AAP in October 2017,
months after he unsuccessfully
contested the assembly polls on
AAP’s ticket from Kartarpur.

NOT AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS IN SIRSA DERA
CHIEF BLASPHEMY CASE
Meanwhile, addressing the
media in Adampur, SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal on
Tuesdaysaidthatheisnotaware

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: /KARNAL: An Indian
Military Academy (IMA, Dehradun) cadet, hailing from Karnal in Haryana, died during a
training exercise, official said
on Tuesday. An inquiry has
been ordered into the death,
said an official statement.
“The cadet, Amul Rawal, sustained a head injury and was
given immediate medical attention on the spot. He was rushed
to Military Hospital, Dehradun
but was declared brought dead
on arrival,” said the IMA.
Anil Kumar, the uncle of the
deceased, said he joined the

IN THE DOCK
Prasun Sonwalkar
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Essex-based Taminder

Virdiis among threeindividuals
sentencedtojailafterdefrauding
elderly bank customers of more
than £390,000 and laundering
cash through multiple fake
accounts, officials said Tuesday.

PARDEEP PANDIT/HT

why the Akali government did
not do anything against Sirsa
Dera chief in the case.
Reiterating his stand that
every vote to the Congress
amountstosacrilege,hesaidthat
itwouldbeunfortunateifSikhsin
the state cast their vote to Congress, the party which attacked

Golden Temple.
“Akali Dal is not a property of
anyone. I am heading the party
today, tomorrow someone else
will lead it. It is a people’s party
and does not belong to me, Badal
Saab(Parkash Badal), Charanjit
Singh Atwal or anyone else,” he
said.

n

Taminder Virdi.

The National Crime Agency
(NCA) said Virdi, 33, and AbubakarSalim,36,bothemployedat
the same TSB branch in Stoke
Newington in 2014, transferred

funds out of customer accounts
into 65 fraudulent beneficiary
accounts that they opened. The
accounts were controlled by
accountant Babar Hussain, 40.
NCA officers were alerted
when oneofthe eightvictims(all
intheir70s)reportedthat £56,000
had been transferred out of their
account without consent. That
money went into seven different
beneficiary accounts.
WhenHussainwasarrestedin
July 2016, officers recovered a
numberoffraudulentlyobtained
genuine driving licenses, which
Virdi and Salim used,along with

fakegasandelectricbills,toopen
the beneficiary accounts.
Hussain said he opened and
managed bank accounts of those
new to UK with no fixed address.
Virdi was arrested in November2016andSaliminMay2017.At
the time of Virdi’s arrest, he had
left TSB having resigned followinganinternalinvestigationinto
his activities.Investigations
found Virdi continued to be an
offender. Virdi and Salim were
foundguiltyfollowingasix-week
trial at Blackfriars Crown Court
and were sentenced to three
years,sixmonthsandfouryears..

Man bludgeons wife to
death in Tarn Taran
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

TARN TARAN:A 37-year-old woman

about the development of the
blasphemy case, registered
againstSirsaDerachiefGurmeet
RamRahimSinghinMay2007for
imitating Guru Gobind Singh.
“I am not aware of details in
this case.As the matteris sub-judice, we do not have exact
details,” Badal said, when asked

National Defence Academy in
2016 and came to IMA, Dehradun, in January this year.
“He was very happy about
joining the academy and used to
tell us about the training whenever we met him,” Kumar said.
About the cause of death, he
said the family didn’t know
exactly what happened, but he
had received information that
Rawal was injured in an accident during training.
He said that other members of
the family had gone to receive
the body.
Amul is survived by his
father Jai Chand, mother Sunita
Devi and younger brother
Tarun Rawal.

Punjab-origin man jailed for fraud in UK

n

SAD president Sukhbir Singh Badal interacts with women during a rally at Adampur on Tuesday.
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Karnal IMA cadet
dies during training

HT Correspondent

n

punjab

was bludgeoned to death by her
husband over a minor issue in
Pangota village under Harike
police station of the district,
police said on Tuesday.
The deceased was identified as
Parveen Kaur while the accused
is Jaswant Singh of Pangota village.
The incident took place in the
intervening night of Monday and
Tuesday, when Parveen’s
mother visited her. The accused
was allegedly not happy with his
in-laws and wanted her wife to
severe relation with her family.
The case was registered on the
complaint of the deceased’s
mother Sawinder Kaur, 58, of
Chatiwind village in Amritsar.
She said her daughter was
married to Jaswant 17 years ago
and the couple had three children—a son and two daughters.
She said, “On Monday evening, i
had come to meet my daughter in
Pangota village. After taking
dinner, i and my daughter slept

ACCUSED, WHO WAS
ALLEGEDLY NOT HAPPY
WITH HIS IN-LAWS, KILLS
HER AFTER VICTIM’S
MOTHER VISITED HER
in the same room. Late night,
my son-in-law came to our room
and started hitting my daughter
with a wooden pestle. When i
intervened, he left the house
leaving behind my daughter in a
pool of blood.”
She said she with the help of
some neighbours rushed her
daughter to a private hospital in
Harike, but the doctors there
declared her brought dead.
She said, “My son-in-law did
not want my daughter to keep
relation with us. He killed my
daughter because i came to see
Parveen .”
“Police have booked Jaswant
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC). Efforts were being
made to arrest the accused,” said
station house officer of Harike
police station Amolak Singh.

n

ASI of anti-narcotics cell, Sarabjit Singh, in vigilance custody in
HT PHOTO
Jalandhar on Tuesday.

Jalandhar ASI caught
taking ₹10K bribe

JALANDHAR : An ASI and middle
man were caught red-handed by
the Vigilance Bureau while taking a bribe of ₹10,000 from a
womantheywerethreateningto
implicate in a drug case on Tuesday.
Theaccusedcopwasidentified
as Sarabjit Singh posted at AntiNarcotic Cell, Jalandhar City,
and the middle man was identified as Ludan of Jalandhar.
ComplainantSumanChauhan

of New Gandhi Nagar locality
here fileda complaintsaying she
was acquitted in a drug case in
2015 and was living separated
from her husband.“On April 24,
the accused ASI came into my
house and accused me of selling
intoxicanttablets.He demanded
₹50,000 to not register a case
againstme,”shesaid.Sumansaid
the deal was settled at ₹10,000.A
case was registered under Prevention of Corruption Act.

POLLDIARY

n

A Bahujan Mukti Party candidate from Amritsar Lok Sabha
constituency Kewal Krishan Attwal canvassing on a cot, his
SAMEER SEHGAL/HT
election symbol, on Tuesday.

Deol dons many hats
PATHANKOT: Bollywood brawn
and now political novice,
Sunny Deol certainly knows
the power of appearance and
attire, a skill duly learnt over
the span of a 36-year career in
films. Now, it is coming
handy again for his new avatar in the political field. It
could be seen, when he
entered the Sikh dominated
area of Batala-Gurdaspur,
where he sported a “kesari”
turban on his day of nomina-

tions. He switched over to a
cap when kick started his
campaignin theHindu-dominated Pathankot Bhoa and
Sujanpur constituency. On
Tuesday, he was seen in a
turban, a la Bhagat Singh, as
he sauntered into the famous
Barth Sahib gurdwara near
Pathankot to seek blessings.
He was honoured by Sikh
priests at the gurdwara
before he began his campaign in the border belt.

A home for Sunny paaji
GURDASPUR: A kothi that

movie star and BJP candidate from Gurdaspur Sunny
Deol movedinto recently was
the subject of much speculation. One rumour floating
around was that as his rivals
were spreading misinformation that the actor would
move back to Mumbai where
he had career and business
interests once elections were
over, Sunny paaji had
decided to teach them a lesson and settle permanently
over here. However, even as
Gurdaspur district BJP president BK Mittal confirmed
that the actor had just rented
some rooms in the property,
known to be a Punjab Tour-

ism heritage destination
which is 150 years old, has 50
rooms and beautiful lawns, a
little bird told us that Deol
just spends the night there
and remains busy with his
poll campaigns the whole
day. Up at the crack of dawn,
he hits the gym for an hour.
Breakfast follows and it’s
usually missi roti made of
besan or gobhi parantha.
Back from the campaign, he
has dal-roti and a vegetable,
usually bhindi for dinner. So
now we know what gives him
that dhai kilo ka haath. One
just has to wait and see how it
will translate to a powerpacked performance in the
elections, though.

COMPILED BY VINAY DHINGRA AND
KAMALJIT SINGH KAMAL
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SC transfers HP
custodial death
case to Chandigarh

LINK TO KOTKHAI RAPE CBI wants expeditious disposal of case
Press Trust of India
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

Tuesday transferred a case
related to alleged custodial
death of an accused in gang-rape
and murder of a minor school
girl in Himachal Pradesh’s Kotkhai in 2017, from Shimla to
Chandigarh.
A bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi transferred
the case to Chandigarh after the
CBI and the accused said they
have no objection if the case was
transferred from Shimla.
“We order transfer of the case
to a competent CBI court in
Chandigarh,” the bench, which
also comprised Justices Deepak
Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna, said.
The counsel appearing for the
CBI informed the bench that
charge sheet has been filed in
the case against several police
officials ranging from constable
to former Inspector General of
Police (IGP).
The apex court had last
month granted bail to former

THE CBI COUNSEL SAID
CHARGE SHEET HAS
BEEN FILED IN THE CASE
AGAINST SEVERAL
POLICE OFFICIALS
RANGING FROM
CONSTABLE TO EX-IGP
Himachal Pradesh IGP Zahur
Haider Zaidi, an accused in the
case, and said that it would later
deal with the aspect of transferring the trial from a court in
Himachal Pradesh. The top
court had in November last year
sought responses from Zaidi,
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (Theog) Manoj Joshi and
six other Himachal Pradesh
policemen as to why the trial
against them be not transferred
from Shimla.
The CBI had earlier told the
court that though the charge
sheet has been filed, the trial in
the case “has not seen the light

of the day” and hence the matter
be transferred to other court for
expeditious disposal.
Zaidi and seven others were
arrested in the custodial death
case of Suraj, who was found
dead at the Kotkhai police station on July 18, 2017.
A 16-year-old girl had gone
missing in Kotkhai on July 4,
2017 and her body was found
from the Halaila forests two
days later on July 6. The postmortem report had confirmed
rape and murder and a case was
registered.
Amid a huge public outcry in
the state, a SIT headed by Zaidi
was constituted by the then Virbhadra Singh-led Congress government.
The SIT arrested six persons,
and after the custodial death of
one of the accused Suraj, the
high court had handed over the
investigations of both the cases
to the CBI.
The CBI had arrested Zaidi,
DCP Joshi and other policemen
in connection with the custodial
death.

No more J&K NH curbs on
Wednesdays after May 13
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR:: : The Jammu and Kash-

mir government on Tuesday said
it would lift restrictions on civilian traffic between Udhampur to
Srinagar on National Highway
(NH)-44 on Wednesdays from
next week.
“The restriction on civilian
movement between Srinagar and
Udhampur on NH-44 will be lifted
on Wednesdays with effect from
May 13. The prohibition on civilian traffic in this stretch would
now be only on Sunday,” a government spokesman said in a
statement.
“The government is alive to
the needs of citizens and has once
again reviewed the requirement

THE PROHIBITION ON
CIVILIAN TRAFFIC
BETWEEN SRINAGAR
AND UDHAMPUR WOULD
NOW BE ONLY
ON SUNDAY
of security forces. Following the
completion of elections in Pulwama and Shopian districts and
as the requirement of security
forces is now reducing, the government has decided to further
relax the restrictions,” he said.
The restriction on civilian
movement between Srinagar and
Baramulla on NH-44 was reduced
only to Sunday after April 20 and
completely lifted on May 1.

Women’s group
faces hurdle in
strip-search probe
in Bathinda

The movement of civilian traffic on the highway from Baramulla to Udhampur was restricted
for two days a week — Wednesday and Sunday – on April 7 to
allow safe passage to the convoy
of the security forces required for
anti-militancy operations following the Pulwama terror attack on
February 14 and conducting general elections peacefully.
The decision had created
furore in Kashmir with many
criticising the order as ‘colonial’.
On February 14, a suicide bomber
had rammed his car into a security convoy in Pulwama district
on the highway killing 40 CRPF
personnel and bringing India and
Pakistan to the brink of war. The
Lok Sabha polls in the state concluded on May 6.
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spiceoflife

Celebrating friendships, old and new
A
Shaira Mohan

friend recently created a
WhatsApp group and
sent a barrage of old pictures from excursions, picnics
and arbitrary days in school.
It was quite a blast from a
distant and other-worldly past.
The newly pubescent and unrecognisable younger versions of
ourselves had now transformed from the proverbial
ugly ducklings to swans or so
we would like to believe anyway!
In the blink of an eye, we had
gone from the Carmel Convent,
Chandigarh, red sweater, blue
tunic-wearing carefree students to thriving 30-some-

24 HOURS AFTER
KIDNAPPING,
NO TRACE OF
10-YEAR-OLD
JAMMU : Even 24 hours after ten-

year-old Anirudh was allegedly
kidnapped, the police is still groping in the dark, as no clue of his
possible whereabouts has been
found.
Class 5 student of Army Public
School, Kaluchak Anirudh
Sharma, who lives in Dasal village in Samba district, was kidnapped on Monday afternoon
while he was going home. As per
sources, after Anirudh alighted
from his school bus, some persons in a red Maruti van kidnapped him barely 300 meters
from his home. The kidnappers
made a phone call to the family
initially demanding a ransom of
₹2 crores then ₹1 crore, and
finally asking for ₹50 lakh for his
release.
As per police, the call was
made by the abductor from a cell
phone registered in the name of
one Lalit Kumar, purportedly an
army man. Upon verification, it
was found that the SIM card was
obtained on a fake address and
the call was made from BariBrahmana. In the evening,
another call was made by the
abductor from Pathankot in Punjab and since then, the number
has been switched off. A SIT
headed by sub-divisional police
officer Sunil Kesar has been constituted by the police to probe the
case. Police is tight-lipped about
the progress made in the probe.

things, trying to stay afloat in
the real world of
professional careers, marriages and motherhood. With
circumstances having propelled each of us in different
directions and locations across
the globe, the bonds of friendship we had forged back in
school had miraculously only
strengthened with the passage

POLITICAL SYSTEM
NEEDS CHANGE
Apropos the editorial ‘Potential
allies in pole position’ (May 6), the
British Westminster model of
democracy is not quite suitable to
our multi-party democratic and
diverse polity, which was evolved
for a two-party system but we still
follow it without a thought. It’s
time to think out of the box. One
suggestion is that after the election results, let there be a supergathbandhan cabinet that represents parties proportional to the
number of seats won by them, and
let them elect prime minister
through internal voting. And
instead of having an opposition
party, whose members only disturb parliamentary proceedings
and oppose every government
move, let there be a review party
(with a representation from all
parties) that makes comments
and suggestions on the government’s actions. After all, parties
have similar policies and agendas
for development. Don’t scoff it off;
some variant of the Westminster
democracy should suit us much
better.
Tejinder Singh Kalra,
Mohali

APEX COURT MUST
RESCUE DEMOCRACY
The Supreme Court’s intervention in the case of Election Commission’s controversial clean
chits to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP chief Amit Shah is
a step in the right direction.
Despite serious charges against
the Modi-Shah duo of poll code
violations, the EC has failed to
act. As if that was not enough, the
EC even forgot to supply copies of
its orders which surprisingly are

and equation with each one
remains as solid as if we were
still in high school.
A friend’s mother passed
away recently after a prolonged illness. Though I had
only met her a few times over
the years, the news brought
profound grief as if it were one
of my own.
I smile at all these old memories on my phone as I revel in
the knowledge that while new
friendships will always be the
silver linings in the daunting
clouds of moving countries
constantly, old, as they say, will
always be gold.
n

shairamohan@gmail.com

The writer is a Kuwait-based
freelance contributor

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
not unanimous. The apex court
must come to the rescue of
democracy at this hour.
RM Ramaul, Paonta Sahib

DIFFERENT LAW FOR
THE COMMON MAN
In his article on the comment page
‘Power imbalance and due processes don’t matter’ (May 7),
Gautam Bhatia has dared to write
against injustice meted out by the
Supreme Court in the sexual harassment complaint against the
chief justice. The complaint was
duly supported with audio and
video recordings. In such a complaint, the common man is immediately arrested without even verifying the contents of such complaints and without providing an
opportunity to prove his innocence. From the clean chit given to
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi, we can construe that the
law is not the same for all citizens.
Jai Bhagwan Gupta,
Chandigarh

WHERE IS JUSTICE?
How can the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) be given clean chit in a sexual harassment case without following the procedures laid down
under the law? The complainant
woman opted out of the proceedings. It seems to be a case of violation of norms of natural justice.
The top court must reflect and act
accordingly.
Devinder Singh, Patiala

J&K GUV’S SELFCONTRADICTORY REMARK
A BJP leader, who contested the
assembly elections twice, was
killed by militants last week,
ahead of the third phase of polling
in the volatile Anantnag district.

Jammu and Kashmir governor
Satya Pal Malik categorically
said it was wrong to link the withdrawal of security cover to politicians with the latest killing. However, in the same breath he added
that he has asked the chief secretary to see if security withdrawal
played a role in the killing. This is
a self-contradictory remark by
the governor.
Naresh Johar, Amritsar

GOVT MUST BE ME
MINDFUL OF MERIT
This is in reference to the frontpage news ‘Delhi HC quashes Centre’s 2018 IAS, IPS cadre allocation’
(May 6). In a bid to demolish the
old, without gauging whether the
‘new’ is an improvement, the Centre has taken off on a roller coaster.
The amended IAS/IPS cadre allocation rules, 2018, are one such
case. Under these rules, successful
candidates on the merit list were
allotted IAS or IPS cadre without
taking into consideration their
merit. Four candidates, who were
allotted IPS cadre, challenged the
2018 rules as unreasonable and
arbitrary. Their plea, among others, was that the cadre allocation,
unmindful of merit-cum-preference, would affect their careers for
all times to come. Upholding the
plea of petitioners, HC, while
declaring the amended rules as
unreasonable and arbitrary, has
quashed the cadre allocation and
directed the Centre to undertake
fresh cadre allocation according to
merit and preference. But it still
may not be the end of the journey
for petitioners. Nobody can advise
this government to cease from
playing with the future of these
brilliant young men and women.
Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

COW PROTECTION
AND GROUND REALITY
When the government banned
cow slaughter, it did not provide
adequate shelter where non-productive animals could be kept,
thus leaving them to roam the
streets. In rural areas, it is now
dangerous to drive, as out of
nowhere, a cow could suddenly
dart onto the road. In the past
such things have led to accidents.
Farmers in many states are
also complaining that their
crops are being eaten or trampled
upon by stray cattle. So,
making lofty promises and policies is not enough; how they are
executed on the ground is more
important.
Rajendra Aneja

UPGRADE OF DISASTER
MANAGEMENT A MUST
This refers to the editorial ‘A
superlative example of disaster
management’ (May 6). With
severe cyclone Fani making a
landfall in Odisha on Friday
morning, life was significantly
disrupted in the state, taking the
death toll to 38. But much has
changed since 1999’s super
cyclone, which killed around
10,000 people in the state. The
high level of preparedness of the
state government and other agencies drastically minimised the
damage, which was similar to
cyclone Phallin in 2013– something even the UN recognised.
Natural disaster management
today has certainly become more
effective with technological aid.
Still, there’s no room for complacency, and disaster management
capacities must be constantly
expanded and upgraded.
Vandana, Chandigarh

Gangster Rocky’s sister in Cong

RAMZAN BEGINS

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

FAZILKA: Rajdeep Kaur, sister of

letterschd@hindustatimes.com

BATHINDA: A fact-finding team

comprising members from
Chandigarh-based women’s collective Bekhauf Azaadi and
democratic rights organisation
AFDR (Association for Democratic Rights) visited Akal University, Talwandi Sabo on Monday, to investigate the recent
incident of strip-searching of
girl students.
Shailza Sharma, a team member said they found an environment of patriarchal control created by the management of the
university, where they justify
the logic of protectionism and
behave as self-appointed legal
guardians of students, especially females.
“The team observed that the
university management is using
fear and intimidation to silence
both male and female students,
to prohibit them from reporting
any incidents outside the university,” she said, adding that
stripping of girl students is not
only criminal in nature, but also
in clear violation of the fundamental rights of female students, including specifically,
the right to privacy.”
She said the university
authorities didn’t want the team
to investigate the matter, which
was obvious from the fact that
they were not willing to let the
team enter the varsity. “After
much persuasion and argument, the varsity allowed five
members of team to meet the
management, but they were still
not allowed to meet any student,” she said.
Some girl students of the university hostel were allegedly
force-stripped by hostel wardens and security guards to
check who among them had
dumped a used sanitary pad in a
toilet, on April 25.
Hundreds of girl students had
resorted to protest the next day
following which the university
had terminated two female
security guards, a hostel warden and an assistant hostel warden.
No police complaint has been
filed in the matter yet.

bilities that we will continue to
cherish, the tug of longing for
the bonds that we grew up with
continues to nag in the recesses
of the heart. Our motley group,
as diverse, often dysfunctional
and distinctly different from
each other in their own ways,
were nonetheless bound
together by an inexplicable
sense of belonging and familiarity. We were constants for
each other in a world full of variables, safety nets in a world
that can give you immense joy
and also pull the carpet from
underneath you in a matter of
minutes.
We aren’t a group that meets
or is even able to talk to each
other that often. But the bond

letterstoeditor

HT Correspondent
n

of time instead of withering
away.
With the aid of technology,
the world has indeed shrunk.
No country is too far away and
no old friends are truly lost
anymore. While we have
moved from country to country, letting the winds of change
sweep us along with them
every few years, we have had
the good fortune of accumulating friends and kindling relationships with a diverse group
of people, many of whom have
become as close as family and
remain so to this day.
While these newfound
friendships have brought with
them diverse cultures, conversations, perspectives and possi-

THE BONDS WE HAD
FORGED BACK IN
SCHOOL HAD ONLY
STRENGTHENED WITH
TIME INSTEAD OF
WITHERING AWAY

n

A Kashmiri Muslim recites verses from Quran inside Jamia Masjid in Srinagar on first day of Ramzan on Tuesday.

6 killed, 11 injured in
J&K road accidents

‘Blacklist’ goes,
relief for asylum
seekers

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The home ministry has

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: At least six persons were

killed and 11 others injured in
separate road accidents in Ramban district of Jammu and Kashmir, police said on Tuesday.
Three persons were killed
and five injured when a van, on
way to Seenbatti from Ramban
town, skidded off the road and
fell into a 200 feet deep gorge at
Pingola on Monday night.
The deceased were identified
as Milap Singh, 45, Keshu Ram,
45, and Raju Singh, 24, a police
official said.
The injured were first taken
to a primary health centre at
Ukhral, where doctors referred
them to the district hospitals at
Ramban for specialised treatment.
The accident took place when
the driver lost control over the
vehicle, he added.
Two persons were killed and
five injured when a vehicle
rolled down the road and fell
into a 400 feet gorge at Makola

THE FIRST ACCIDENT
TOOK PLACE WHEN THE
DRIVER LOST CONTROL
OVER THE VEHICLE,
POLICE SAID
Morh on Tuesday morning. The
vehicle was on its way from
Sumbad to Ramban. The
deceased had been identified as
police constable Bittu Ram, 28,
and Nek Ram, 41, the official
said, adding that the injured
were undergoing treatment the
Ramban district hospital.
In another incident, a biker
died on the spot after he was hit
by a truck on Jammu-Srinagar
national highway at Kela Morh.
The deceased was identified
as Sandeep Singh, 24.
A police official said the truck
driver fled from the spot after
the accident.
A case had been registered
against the driver and a manhunt launched to nab him, he
said.

done away with ‘Black Lists’ of
Indian-origin people, mostly
Sikhs, who have taken asylum
abroad under the plea of alleged
persecution in India, officials said
on Tuesday.
The list is maintained by
Indian missions. The officials
said all such people will also be
given regular visa as well as
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI)
cards. The Indian-origin asylees,
were denied visa services since
they took asylum abroad under
the plea of alleged persecution in
India. The ministry has now done
away with the maintenance of
any local adverse lists by Indian
missions and posts abroad.
Now, such asylees and their
family members who are not in
the main adverse list of the government of India will be granted
visa and consular services at par
with foreigners of the country in
which they are living. Such Indian-origin people, mostly Sikhs,
can also get OCI cards if they have
held normal Indian visas for at
least two years, he said.
PTI

WASEEM ANDRABI/HT

slain gangster-turned-politician Jaswinder Singh “Rocky”,
joined the Congress after quitting the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) on Tuesday.
Kaur, 44, was inducted into
the party by chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh. In the last
assembly elections, Kaur polled
38,000 votes as an Independent
but lost to Congress’ Davinder
Ghubaya.
Saying that she faced humiliation in the SAD, Kaur declared
that she has been promised
a Congress ticket from Fazilka
in the next assembly election.
Welcoming Rajdeep and her
mother Harmander Kaur into
the party fold, Amarinder said:
“If such was the extent of disillusionment in Sukhbir’s own constituency, one could gauge
which way the wind was blowing across the state.” Rocky was
shot dead by a rival gang at Par-

n

Gangster Rocky's sister Rajbeer Kaur joining Congress in the
presence of chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh at a rally in
SANJEEV KUMAR/HT
Fazilka on Tuesday.

wanoo in Himachal Pradesh in
2016.
He was wanted in at least 23
cases, including murder, and
had been acquitted in 18 cases.
Later, wanting to become a politician, he hobnobbed with politi-

cal parties.
In the 2012 polls, Rocky managed to secure over 39,000 votes
as an independent, but lost to
Surjit Kumar Jyani of BJP by a
margin of 1,600 votes from Fazilka.

Amarinder’s announcement to allow early
sowing of paddy in Punjab irks experts
Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Punjab chief minister

Amarinder Singh’s announcement to allow sowing of paddy a
week ahead of the scheduled date
of June 20 has not gone well with
agricultural scientists, experts
and the government departments
concerned.
The National Institution of
Hydrology, Roorkee, last year
had reiterated that with the
present trend of utilisation of
groundwater, Punjab has water
resources for the next 15 years
only. Of a total of 138 blocks in the
state, 109 have been declared as
black zone, due to overexploitation of groundwater.
The latest study of IIT-Kharagpur, West Bengal, and Athabasca
University, Canada, says India’s
northern and eastern states saw
a rapid decline in usable groundwater between 2005 and 2013, raising an impending risk of severe
droughts, food crisis, and drinking water scarcity for millions of
people. Study specially point out
Punjab overexploitation of water.

›

This is the most
unwise decision
Amarinder Singh has
taken. I enquired from the
departments and they are
all unaware of it. There was
no consultation
DR SS JOHL, Farm economist

The Central Groundwater Board,
the Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and the
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) have also raised similar
apprehensions.
Experts say it will lead to overutilisation of water, which Punjab population consumes for a
year. Punjab has 14 lakh tubewells and power is supplied free of
cost for agricultural purposes.
“There has been no consultation at any level with any department. We are stunned as departments have worked hard for a
decade to meet the target of June
20 onwards sowing of paddy. It’s a

populist measure and against the
interests of the state,” said a senior officer requesting anonymity.
He said as per the announcement,
there is no official order to issue
the revised notification for sowing season.
As per officials, there was no
planning to advance the sowing
date at any level. No study or data
was commissioned. Even the
agricultural department prepared data and planned field exhibitions to make farmers aware of
sowing paddy after June 20. Even
the department had alerted the
power corporation to supply electricity from June 20.
Farm economist Dr SS Johl
said “This is the most unwise
decision Amarinder Singh has
taken. I enquired from the departments and they are all unaware of
it. There was no consultation. No
government official will speak
against it, as it’s the CM’s decision. However, it was just to get
electoral benefits. I disagree with
the decision. It’s harmful to society and Punjab,” he said, adding
he hopes that the CM will reverse
his decision for the betterment of

Punjab.
Sources said the farmer
unions had met the agriculture
department over the demand of
early sowing, but they failed to
produce any solid reason.
“They say there is very less
window between harvesting of
paddy and sowing of wheat. It is
totally baseless. The wheat yield
is the highest ever this year. Production rises because of in-situ
sowing of wheat,” said an official
of the state agriculture department. On early harvest will help
paddy straw handling better way,
the agriculture department and
the Punjab Pollution Control
Board are also on the same page.
“We have provided 28,000 equipment to handle rice straw last
year and 42,000 equipment will be
supplied this year. The area
under straw burning has seen
declined by 30 per cent, and by
this year it will further dip by
another 40 per cent. The government has taken the decision
under pressure,” said an official.
Paddy straw handling is secondly, water conservation is primary, said a PPCB official.
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CAMPAIGNTRAIL

VIRBHADRA SINGH

Defying age, 85-year-old Congress
stalwart still campaigns with gusto
WARHORSE “Your body gets tired only when your soul feels tired, by God’s grace i am still going strong”
ever, he said the voters are wise
and BJP and PM cannot befool
themwith‘jumlas’. Hereminded
the audience about how they
havesufferedduetoBJPgovernment’s disastrous steps like
demonetisation and GST. “The
publicwillnotforgivethesaffron
party and will throw them out of
power this election,” he says.
Virbhadra also slammed the
state BJP government for failing
toliveup topeople’s expectation,
buthadwordsofpraiseforCMJai
RamThakur.“JaiRamishonest.
Hecoulddoalotforthestatebuta
coterieofBJPleadersisnotallowinghimtowork,”hesays. Before
leaving for the next venue in
Jawali, Virbhadra makes it a
point to meet his staunch supporterandformerministerSujan
Singh Pathania, who is not keeping well.

election
2019

BATTLEFIELD HP
Naresh K Thakur
n

Naresh.kumar4@hindustatimes.com

GANGATH/FATEHPUR/JAWALI:Scionof

theroyalfamilyofRampur-Bushahr,VirbhadraSingh,addressed
as Raja Sahib by his followers, is
an old war horse of the Congress
in Himachal. He is only few days
shy of turning 85, but when it
comes to campaigning hard, the
six-term chief minister can still
giveyoungleadersarunfortheir
money.
On a campaign spree, Virbhadra canvasses till late hours,
criss-crossing different rural
assembly segments in the four
parliamentaryconstituencies to
address three to four poll meetings a day.
HT follows the veteran leader
as he campaigns in the interiors
of Indora, Fatehpur and Jawali
sub-divisionsofpoliticallysignificant Kangra Lok Sabha seat.
NURPUR
It’s 8 am and at a hotel in the bordertown ofNurpur, his aidesare
making arrangements for the
day’s journey. The former Nurpur legislator Ajay Mahajan has
justarrivedandisholdingdiscussion with the party candidate
Pawan Kajal.
Theoctogenarianleader,donning a Jodhpuri seat and green
Himachalicap,emergesfromhis
roomafteranhour.Hetakesfeedback from Mahajan and Kajal
aboutthesituationinKangraand
theyassurehimabouttheparty’s
strongfooting.Aftersavouringa
simple breakfast comprising
fruitsandcornflakes,Virbhadra
takestimeouttomeetsupporters

n

Former chief minister Virbhadra Singh along with Congress candidate from Kangra seat Pawan Kajal
HT PHOTO
during an election campaign at Jwali in Kangra district on Monday.

waiting outside to meet him.
GANGNATH
It’sahotdaywiththesunbeating
downhard,thecavalcadesetsoff
at 11:15 am towards Gangath—a
small town in Indora assembly
segment about 12km from Nurpur— running at least one hour
behind schedule.
Enthusiastic party workers
rush to welcome the former CM
ashealightsfromhisSUV.Asthe
audience jostles to garland Virbhadra, supporters continue to
shout slogans.
Speaking on the political scenario in Kangra,Virbhadrasays
Congress nominee Pawan Kajal
was a strong candidate and rival
leaders of the ruling BJP were
mistaken if they consider him
weak.“It’sthewarfordominance
in BJP that will help Congress
win all four seats in Himachal,”
saysthe veteranleaderas he further touches upon every issue,

national and local.
He also accused the BJP of
playing divisive politics on the
basis of caste, creed, region and
religion. “Unkakewalekmaksad
hai,logonkogumrahkarkesatta
hasil karna (Their sole motive is
to get into the power by misleading people),” Virbhadra tells
attendees. He advises party
workers to leave aside differences and work together to
strengthen the party.
FATEHPUR
The poll meeting has consumed
muchtimeandVirbhadraisnow
headed for the next destination
Fatepur. Butbeforethat,hetakes
a lunch break where he eats simpledal-chawalandsalad.AtFatepur, supporters are waiting anxiously for Virbhadra. Congress
statesecretaryRaviRathoresays
although people were busy harvesting their wheat crop, they
have taken time out to listen to

the veteran leader. “Such is his
charisma that people came here
leaving their important work,”
hesays.Ashortwhilelater,about
2:15 pm Virbhadra’s fleet is seen
taking a turn small dirt road to
thevenuefromthenationalhighway. As the afternoon sun sends
thetemperature soaring,fatigue
seemstohavetakenitstollonthe
84-year-old Virbhadra. The
crowdjostlestogreettheirleader,
while his aides help him remove
thegarlandsandreachthestage.
Kushal Thakur, a long time
security officer of Virbhadra,
saystheoctogenarianleadernow
gets tired soon. “He doesn’t talk
much and takes rest in the car
when travelling. Sometimes, it
leavesmeinwonderastohowhe
keepsdefyinghisage,”saysThakur.
Meanwhile,Virbhadratakesa
jibe at BJP candidates stating
they were hoping to secure victory on PM Modi’s name. How-

JWALI
Aftera15minutehaltheheadsfor
Jawali, where he gets a rousing
welcome. While local leaders
speak, Virbhadra takes time out
to talk to this reporter. “It’s by
God’sgraceIamstillgoingstrong
at this age,” says Virbhadra.
When asked why he doesn’t feel
the need to retire and take rest,
Virbhadra says the thought
comes to his mind more than
often“butwhenit’stimetostruggleI find myselfonceagainat the
front of my pack.” “Your body
gets tired only when your soul
feels tired,” he says philosophically. Addressing the audience,
he says speakers before him had
addressed concerns and repeating it would not be wise. “I won’t
repeatthings,youpeoplearewise
and know what to do,” he says,
concludinghis short speech,and
wrapsuptheday’scampaign.It’s
6 pm and he is headed to Palampur for a night stay, preparing to
be in Mandi the next day, for yet
another day of campaigning.

CODE
V I O L AT I O N

HP Cong moves
EC, says BJP
influencing
Buddhists voters
Gaurav Bisht
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SHIMLA : The Himachal Pradesh

unit of Congress on Tuesday
movedelectioncommission(EC)
ofIndiaagainstBJP,allegingthat
the party was influencing Buddhistcommunityinremotevillages of tribal Lahaul and Spiti district and seeking votes in the
name of religion.
According to the complaint,
villagersweregivenprayerbeads
by BJP leaders, on which they
were asked to swear that they
wouldvoteforaparticularcandidate. Allegingviolation ofModel
Code of Conduct, former Congress legislator from Lahaul and
Spiti Ravi Thakur said,
“Recently, villagers in Mane village of Spiti valley were asked to
put prayers beads on their heads
andweremadetopledge support
forBJPcandidateinexchangefor
sanctioning a water supply
scheme for the village.” Thakur
allegedthatgovernmentemployees have also been pressurising
Spiti and Kawang villagers, who
areeligiblebeneficiariesof‘Nautor land’ under a special scheme,
to vote for BJP in order to get the
benefit.
Congress alleged that instances have also come to fore in
LangchawhereBJPleadershave
promisedtobuildaBuddhisttempleinexchangeforvotes. TheEC
office has marked the complaint
tothereturningofficerofLahaul
andSpitianddirectedhimtolook
into the matter.

region

07

J&K BJP leader
surrenders security
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Bharatiya Janta Party

(BJP) leaders and workers on
Tuesdayheldademonstrationin
protestagainstthewithdrawalof
security to party activists by the
Jammu and Kashmir administration.
BJP general secretary Ashok
Kaul led the protest at the Press
Enclavehere.Later,Kaulsurrendered his security and returned
to the party office without any
protection. Kaulsaid hewas surrendering his security as a mark
of protest and would not take it
backtillprotectionwasprovided
to all political activists.
“How can I accept security
whenmypartyworkersarewithout protection and vulnerable to
the militant attacks,” said Kaul,
who is a protectee under ‘Z’ category. Condemning the killing of
BJP’s Anantnag district vicepresidentGulMohammadMiron
Saturday, Kaul said the incident
wasafailureofthestateadministration.
Mirwaskilledinsidehishouse
at Verinag by unidentified gunmen. “In the last six months, we
have lost three leaders in Kashmir only because they were not

n

Ashok Kaul

provided security,” said Kaul.
“When their security was withdrawn in Jammu, they did not
protest. Now, the security cover
of our leaders has been removed
in valley, where they are under
constant threat,” he added.
TheBJPgeneralsecretarysaid
Mirwasadedicatedpartyworker
whohadcontestedtwoassembly
elections.“Hissecuritywaswithdrawn last year, ignoring our
requests.Hadtheadministration
acted responsibly, Mir would
have been alive today,” he said.
Jammu and Kashmir governor
Satya Pal Malik had on Monday
saiditwaswrongtolinkthewithdrawalofsecuritytocertainpeople with the killing of political
activists by militants in the Valley.
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election2019
clocks nearly as many
MamatavsBJPwarcontinues Modi
miles in 2019 as in 2014 polls
onfierceBengalcampaigntrail
Kumar Uttam
n

SHARP WORDS BJP president Shah chants ‘Jai Shri Ram’ slogan;
West Bengal CM accuses his party of exploiting religion for politics

Many verbal spats
between TMC, BJP

HT Correspondents
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA/MIDNAPORE:West Bengal

chief ministerMamataBanerjee
onTuesday hit outatthe Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for
“exploiting” gods and goddesses
for politics. “They [BJP] do not
believe in gods and goddesses.
But they do not hesitate in
exploitingthegodsandgoddesses
forthesakeofpoliticsbeforeelections,” said Banerjee at a rally in
West Bengal’s Ranibandh.
Banerjee’s attack came on a
day BJP chief Amit Shah criticised the West Bengal chief minister for the detention of two
BJP supporters forshouting‘Jai
ShriRam’whenhercarwaspassing by on Saturday in West Midnapore.
Shah dared Banerjee to jail
himfortakingLordRam’sname.
“Do whatever you can. I have
chanted Jai Shri Ram from this
dais…,” said Shah at a rally in
West Bengal.
Shah said Banerjee has objectionsifanyonesaysJaiShriRam
inBengal.“…ifonecannotchant
the name of Lord Ram in India,
would one do it in Pakistan?”
Banerjee said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other BJP
leadersonlyspeakaboutbuilding
aRamTempleinAyodhyabefore
the elections.
“Youcouldnotconstructasingle Ram Temple during the last
five years and now before the
elections,youareagainbringing
up the issue,” Banerjee said they
will never chant the BJP’s slogans since they “are meant to
divide people”.
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leaderandWestBengal minister
Jyoti Priya Mallick said no one
was arrested for chanting Jai
Shri Ram.
Shah,whoaddressedralliesin
WestBengal’sGhatal,Medinipur
and Bishnupur on Tuesday, has
so far addressed 15 rallies in the
state since March 10.
The BJP has been trying to
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KOLKATA:A day after Bengal chief
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BJP president Amit Shah at a rally in Bishnupur on Tuesday.

make inroads into West Bengal,
which has the most Lok Sabha
seats(42)afterUttarPradesh(80)
and Maharashtra (48).
West Bengal is crucial for the
BJP, where it hopes to make up
for the possible loss of seats in its
northern and western Indian
strongholds. In 2014, the BJP
peaked in states like UP by winning 71 out of the 80 seats.
The BJP won just two seats in
West Bengal in 2014 while TMC
got 34. Shah has set a target of a
minimum of 22-23 seats in the
state for the BJP.
Shah also defended Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
remark on Saturday calling late
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi “corrupt number one”.
He said Modi did nothing wrong.
“Modi said the [1986] Bofors
scamtookplaceunderRajivGandhi’s rule. What is wrong with
that statement? [Congress chief]
RahulGandhi,pleasetellthepeoplewhether theBoforsscamand
[the 1984] Bhopal gas [leak] tragedy took place during your
father’s time [as Prime Minister],” said Shah.
Shah said Congress leaders
have been insulting Modi and
comparing him with Hitler and
Osama bin Laden. “A late Prime

ANI

MinisterisinsultedandCongress
leaders are reduced to tears. But
a current Prime Minister is
insulted and you do not say a
word.”
At a rally in Uttar Pradesh’s
Pratapgarh on Saturday, Modi
accused Rahul Gandhi, who has
accusedhimofwrongdoinginthe
Rafalefighterjetdeal,oftryingto
tarnish his image. “Your father
was termed Mr Clean by his
courtiers, but his life ended as
bhrastachari number 1 [corrupt
number 1],” Modi said.
Congress leader Abdul Mannan said it is in extremely bad
taste to bad-mouth the Gandhi
family that has sacrificed more
thanonememberforthecountry.
“Thisisapurelypersonalattack.
Moreover,theallegedcorruption
againsttheperson[RajivGandhi]
was never proved and remains
completelybaseless.TheBJPhas
been in power twice since the
Bofors controversy erupted.
Could they prove anything?”
In November 2018, the
Supreme Courtdismissed aCentral Bureau ofInvestigation plea
against a 2005 Delhi high court
order quashing charges against
the accused in the Bofors case
related to India’s ~1,437-crore
deal to purchase howitzer guns.

minister Mamata Banerjee said
atapublicrallythatPrimeMinister Narendra Modi is “drenched
inbloodfromheadtofeet”,alluding to the 2002 Gujarat riots,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders in Bengal lashed out at
her,allegingthatthebloodstains
areinfactonthehandsoftheTrinamool Congress (TMC) leader.
“In the past few years, there
wasnotasinglecommunalriotin
any BJP-ruled state in the country. But there were several communal clashes in West Bengal in
the past few years and the chief
ministerhasconvenientlyforgottenthem.Thebloodisactuallyon
her hands and she is the real
rioter,” said BJP national secretary Rahul Sinha.
Sinhapointedoutthatoverthe
pastfewyearscommunalclashes
tookplaceinBengalinareassuch
as Dhulagarh, Basirhat and
Asansol among others.
State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh said that the stronger the
BJP got in Bengal, the more
BanerjeewastargetingNarendra
Modi personally.
“Onehastorememberthatthe
Gujaratriotswereanafter-effect
of Godhra. She cannot reap the
political benefits of what happened 17 years ago,” said Ghosh,
referring to the burning of a
bogey in a train in Godhra railwayplatform,inwhich59kar-sevaks(volunteers)losttheirlives.
TheBengalchiefministerand
the Prime Minister have been
locked in an ongoing battle of
wordsthiselectioncampaignseason.
While Banerjee has called
Modi “a liar”, “Ravana” and
“Expiry Babu” (signalling his
term as PM has expired), Modi
has coined a name “Speed

WHILE BANERJEE HAS
CALLED PM MODI
‘A LIAR’, ‘RAVANA’ AND
‘EXPIRY BABU’, PM MODI
HAS COINED A NAME
‘SPEED BREAKER DIDI
FOR THE WEST
BENGAL CM MAMATA
BreakerDidi”forMamata,meaningherputsobstaclesonthepath
of development that Modi has
envisaged for West Bengal.
OnMonday,while addressing
a public rally in Bishnupur in
Bankura district, about 130 km
from Kolkata, the Bengal chief
ministershotbackatearliercommentsbyModithatBengalunder
her was known for Trinamool
Tolabazi Tax.
“If I am a tolabaaz (extortionist) what are you? From head to
toeyouaredrenchedintheblood
of people. Only riots, riots and
riots,” she said. “When Modi
comesto Bengalandalleges tolabazi,Ifeellikegivinghimaslapof
democracy,” said Banerjee on
Tuesdayatapublicrally,raising
herrighthandinamotionofslapping. Both, the prime minister
and Shah have criticised Banerjee alleging her party leaders
indulge in extortion.
Atapressconference,BJPvice
president Baijayant Jay Panda
and its media head Anil Baluni
claimed that the “Modi wave”
will help the saffron party gain
many seats from Odisha and
West Bengal. Panda said the
opposition, which is in “panic
mode”,hasbeen“abusing”Modi,
referring to Banerjee’s remarks
thatModishouldgeta“tightslap
ofdemocracy”toattacktheopposition. Her desperation shows
howmuchthegroundhasshifted
in the state, Panda said.

dra Modi’s 2019 poll campaign
mirrors his 2014general election
debut in terms of the ground he
hascoveredthroughpublicmeetings and rallies.
Though Modi conducted 425
rallies between September 2013
and May 10, 2014 (the last day of
campaigningduringtheprevious
general election), this time
around,hekickstartedhisrallies
on March 28, addressing one in
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.
However, the 68-year-old
primeministerhasstill,on average,managedtoholdtworalliesa
day—comparabletohis2014poll
campaign.Indeed,onsomedays,
Modi has conducted as many as
three in different states, such as
onAprill20,whentheprimeministerheldralliesinForbesganjin
Bihar,SouthDinajpurdistrictin
West Bengal and Etah in Uttar
Pradesh.
Bythetimehiscampaign ends
on May 17 (the last phase of polling in the multi-phased 2019 Lok
Sabha elections is on May 19), he
isexpectedtohaveaddressed130oddpublicmeetings,accordingto
senior leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party who spoke on condition of anonymity.
Modi began holding public
meetings within days of being
declared the prime ministerial
candidate on September13,2014.
His first public outing took place
in Rewari, Haryana.
“Modihasspokenat107rallies
so far,” a party leader said of
Modi’s 2019 campaign trail.
Thisincludestheprimeminister’s three public meetings in
Bihar (at Valmiki Nagar) and
Uttar Pradesh (Pratapgarh and
Basti) on May 4, the last day of
campaigningforthefifthroundof
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NEW DELHI: Congress Member of
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Arun Jaitley

Jaitley calls Cong
‘cry baby’ after
spate of complaints
over code violation
Press Trust of India
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ParliamentSushmita Dev filed a
fresh affidavit before the
Supreme Court on Tuesday,
allegingdiscriminationandarbitrariness on the part of the Election Commission (EC), for its
clean chits to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Bharatiya
Janata Party president Amit
ShahoverOppositioncomplaints
that the two violated the model
codeofconduct(MCC)whilecampaigningfor theongoinggeneral
elections.
Devfiledtheaffidavitafterthe
top court asked her to bring on
recordtheECordersthatexonerated Modi and Shah.

On Monday, the EC had
cleared Modi in a complaint that
pertained to an April 9 rally in
Chitradurga, Karnataka, where
the PM had asked first-time voters to “dedicate their vote to the
Air Force” for carrying out air
strikesonaterroristcampinBalakot, Pakistan on February 26.
This was the seventh complaintinwhichthepollwatchdog
exonerated the PM.
In a fresh affidavit, Dev cited a
complaint filed with the EC on
May6–theCongressparty’smost
recent one – after Modi reportedly made “unprecedented,
obscene and derogatory
remarks” in a speech against
former Prime Minister of India,
the late Rajiv Gandhi.
AtarallyinUttarPradeshlast

n

PM Narendra Modi has addressed 107 rallies so far.

polling that took place on Monday. “Twomoreroundsofpolling
(May12and19)areleft,andModi
will speak at about two dozen
more rallies covering Bengal,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh,” another senior
party leader said.
Thoughhestartedtowardsthe
end of March, Modi has held ralliesinalmostallstates,including
intheNortheast,inWestBengal,
and in Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
among others.
While West Bengal’s 42 seats,
Bihar’s 40 seats and Uttar Pradesh’s 80 will see polling across
all seven phases, Himachal Pradesh’sfourseatswillgotopollsin
one go, on May 19.
The BJP won 282 seats in the
543-member Lok Sabha in 2014,
becomingthefirstpoliticalparty
in30yearstowinamajorityonits
own.
Withlimitedtimetocampaign,
theBJPformedaclusteroftwoor
three parliamentary seats of a
particularregioninastatewhich
Modiaddressed,withcandidates
onthedaispresentwithhim,said
the second party leader.
“Narendra Modi is certainly
theprincipalcampaignerandthe
vote catcher for the BJP. In the
lastfiveyears,asprimeminister,
his popularity has further skyrocketed making him the most

HT FILE

popular political leader of the
country in a long time. Modi
magicisevidentalloverthecountryandthepresentelectioncampaignisbuiltaroundthepersona
and performance of Narendra
Modi,” said BJP’s Rajya Sabha
MP GVL Narasimha Rao.
“Modi’senergykeepsBJPsupporters engaged. There is no
doubt he is BJP’s most popular
leader, and a campaigner who
can draw more crowds than any
other leader of the party,” said
SidharthMishra,presidentofthe
New Delhi-based Centre for
Reforms, Development and Justice.“Modiof2019hastocompete
with Modi of 2014, who pulled off
aspectacularvictoryfortheBJP.
Onlyresultswilltellifheremains
as popular as he was in the last
parliamentaryelection,”Mishra
said.
“Indiaisacountrywhichlikes
to see its heroes live in action. To
be able to see them in flesh and
blood, makes a world of a difference, be it an actor, a cricketer
andeventhePrimeMinister.For
the rural masses, who’ve mostly
seen Modi on TV or in newspapersonadailybasis,theserallies
allow him to come to the ground
level,” saidPritiNair,directorat
advertising agency Curry-Nation.
(With inputs from Vidhi Choudhary)

RALLY TRACKER

›

The Narendra Modi
government has
taken some strong
actions due to which
terrorism has now been
limited only to Kashmir.
Earlier, it used to prevail
across the country

Cong files affidavit against clean chits to PM
HT Correspondent
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NEWDELHI:PrimeMinisterNaren-

Ambala
Haryana

Masaurhi

Ambedkar
Nagar

Mandawali
Delhi

Bihar

UP

Ghatal
West Bengal

Godda

Jaunpur

Jharkhand

UP

Bishnupur
West Bengal

week, Modi had attacked Congress president Rahul Gandhi
whohasbeenbringingup alleged
corruption by the BJP-led government. “Your father was
termedMrCleanbyhiscourtiers,
buthislifeendedascorruptno1,”
the PM said referring to Rajiv
Gandhi,theformerprimeministerwhowasassassinatedin1991.
His remarks provoked a fresh
boutinthewarofwordsbetween
the BJP and the Opposition.
Dev had moved the top court
on April 29 after a purported
delay by the EC in addressing
complaints against Modi and
Shah. On May 2, the top court
directed the poll panel to decide
on all the complaints, which the
EC has been doing since then.
The new affidavit contended

that EC’s orders favoured Modi
andShah,astheywere“cryptic”.
This,shesaid,amountstoaviolation of the court’s verdicts.
She claimed the dissenting
note of one of the Election Commissionershadbeenwithheldby
theECinitsorders.Thisamounts
tocompletelackoftransparency
andarbitrarinessinthedecisionmaking process, Dev alleged.
WhiletheEChasactedagainst
other leaders, including Pragya
Thakur(BJP’sBhopalcandidate)
and Maneka Gandhi (BJP’s Sultanpurcandidate)amongothers,
who made similar statements, it
“failedtoappreciatethatthehate
speechesdeliveredbythePMand
Shah are ‘corrupt practices’
...whichex-faciepromotefeelings
of enmity,” the affidavit stated.

Attacked by TMC,
say Assam minister,
Bengal BJP chief

Naidu opts out of PM race, says any
Oppn leader better choice than Modi

RAJNATH SINGH, Union
home minister

Chaibasa
Jharkhand

›

BJP is standing on
a foundation of lies
and our alliance will
shake its very roots...
perhaps BJP is not
aware of alliance storm.
People will snatch the
chair of the chaiwala
turned chowkidar
AKHILESH YADAV, SP chief

›

Amit Shah
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra
Mayawati

Rahul Gandhi
Rajnath Singh
Yogi Adityanath
Mamata Banerjee

This country has never forgiven ego and
arrogance. History is witness to this, the
Mahabharata is witness to this. Duryodhana also had
such arrogance...
PRIYANKA GANDHI , Congress general secretary

NEW DELHI: Calling the Congress

party the “cry baby” of this election, Union finance minister
ArunJaitleyonTuesdaysaidthe
model code of conduct cannot
encroachtherighttofreespeech.
He said political parties have
developed a new tendency to
excessivelyallegeviolationofthe
model code of conduct (MCC) by
their opponents.
ThosecomplainingtotheElectionCommissionaboutviolation
of model code must keep in mind
that right to free speech has not
been diluted by the MCC, Jaitley
noted.
“The MCC cannot encroach
the right to free speech. The two
have to exist harmoniously,”
Jaitley wrote in a blog titled
‘ModelCodeofConductDoesNot
Take Away the Right to Free
Speech’.
AnypowerexercisedbytheEC
underArticle324cannotrelateto
areas which are covered by the
legislation or regulation but will
be confined to areas where legislationdoesnotoccupyanyspace,
he said.
Article 324 of the Constitution
gives the Election Commission
the power to take all necessary
stepstoensuretheconductoffree
and fair elections.
“Of late, a tendency has developedamongstthepoliticalparties
to excessively allege violation of
theMCCbytheiropponents.The
CongressPartyasthe‘CryBaby’
of this election, is leading the
pack,” Jaitley said.
He said that while submitting
memorandums on violation of
the MCC with regard to political
speech, the parties must bear in
mindthattheMCCcannotdilute
the Right to Free Speech.

BJP files new batch
of complaints to EC
HT Correspondent
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress has

soughttimeuntilMay14fromthe
ElectionCommission (EC) to file
a reply in a complaint against
party president Rahul Gandhi.
The complaint, filed by the
BharatiyaJanataParty,pertains
toapollspeechmadeinShahdol,
Madhya Pradesh, on April 23 in
which Gandhi had purportedly
saidthattheBJPhasmadeanew
rule under which tribals can be
shot at, referring to a new draft
law of the Indian Forest Act.
This is the second time that
Gandhi has asked for an extension over this complaint.
Additionally,theBJPonTuesdaycomplainedtothepollwatchdog that Gandhi had indulged in
“repeated and persistent violations” of the model code of conduct (MCC) by making “intentional, repetitive, baseless, malicious
and
defamatory
allegations”againstPrimeMinisterNarendraModiandBJPpresident Amit Shah.
The party submitted four different memorandums to the EC
seeking strict steps against GandhiandWestBengalChiefMinister Mamata Banerjee.
In a memorandum, the ruling
party mentioned six different
incidents where the Congress
chief had called the PM a thief

and,withoutanyevidence,called
many Union ministers thieves.
The party said that Gandhi,during his rally in Ahmedabad on March 12, had said violated the MCC by saying that the
PMgaveRs30,000croremeantfor
the Indian Air Force to industrialist Anil Ambani.
In a separate complaint, the
BJPmentionedavideothatwent
viral on social media where the
West Bengal CM could be seen
scolding a crowd for shouting
some slogans when her convoy
was passing. “Banerjee was trying to intimidate the voters by
telling themthattheyhadtostay
in the state even after the polls,”
the memorandum said
On Monday, the Congress
complained against a film,
‘Bhagwa atankwad bhramjaal’,
which was supposed to be
screened on Monday in Bhopal.
The Congress said that the film
was being released to vitiate the
atmosphere of communal harmony in Bhopal. It also complained against Modi’s remarks
calling former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi,“Corrupt (person)
No. 1”.
TheMCCcameintoforcefrom
March 10 when the EC
announced the schedule of the
Lok Sabha polls.
Theresultsoftheseven-phase
elections will be announced on
May 23.
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MIDNAPORE:TheconvoyofBharat-

iya Janata Party Bengal unit
presidentDilipGhoshandAssam
minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
was attacked in Bengal’s East
Midnapore district on Tuesday
evening allegedly by supporters
of ruling Trinamool Congress.
The two leaders escaped
unhurt, but their vehicles were
vandalised.
“The attack on us shows
clearly that there is no law and
orderaswellasdemocracyinthe
state,” said Dilip Ghosh.
“TMC goons have blocked the
roadsonbothsides,evenasWest
BengalPolicepersonnelstanding
likemutespectator.Iamappalled
at such brazen use of power by
@MamataOfficial whose people
have thrown all democratic
normstogutter,”Sarmatweeted.
TMC supporters damaged
more than 20 motorcycles, said
BJP leaders.
However, Suvendu Adhikari,
West Bengalminister,deniedthe
hand of their party workers
behind the incident.
“We do not believe in such
dirty politics. Goons backed by
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) might have been
behind the incident,” claimed
Adhikari.

NEWDELHI:Andhra Pradesh chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu
hasruledhimselfoutoftheprime
ministerialrace,shouldnoparty
get a clear majority in the Lok
Sabha. The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) leader was named by two
top leaders of the coalition,
formerPMandJanataDal(Secular) leader HD Deve Gowda and
NationalistCongressPartychief
Sharad Pawar, as a possible PM
candidateiftherulingBharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) loses. Naidu
said his decision has been conveyed to the others.
“I said very clearly that I am
notanaspirantforPM.Iamdoing
thisnowthroughthemedia.Iam
only here to move things forward,’’hetoldHTinaninterview.
On the day that his review petition(alongwithotheropposition
leaders) to have 50% VVPATs
(paper trail machines) matched
with EVM (electronic voting
machines)countswasdismissed
bytheSupremeCourt,Naidusaid
that his decision is influenced by
a desire to focus his attention on
his state which is still new.
The69-year-oldleadersaidthe
PM’s post is something he was
offered decades ago and even
then he said no. “In 1995-96, I got
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N Chandrababu Naidu

anopportunity twiceto be prime
minister, during Deve Gowda’s
selection and IK Gujral’s selection. The job was first offered to
me and then they asked Deve
Gowda ji. He was also reluctant
andweallthenchoseJyotiBasu,
but CPM [Communist Party of
India - Marxist] said no.”
Atthetime,Naiduwastheconvener of the United Front.
Naidu’s peer from Telengana,
K Chandrashekar Rao is currently meeting leaders of other
regional parties, pitching for a
non-BJP, non-Congress front,
but Naidu says this has worked
only once in the past, during the
UnitedFrontgovernmentin1996,
butthateventhenitwaswiththe
support of the Congress.

If he wasn’t keen on being
prime minister, Naidu wasn’t
very encouraging of Bahujan
Samaj Party leader Mayawati’s
articulatedaspirationseither.“If
anyone will come out openly,
then there will be confusion.
Some people may come out , but
some[other]peoplehave overall
interestofthenation.Sowehave
to maintain restraint.” On Sunday,Mayawatihintedatheraspirations in an election meeting at
Ambedkar Nagar.
So is the Andhra Chief ministerpartialtohisfriend,WestBengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee (also named as a possible PM by Pawar)? He refused to
comment but says he is sure of
onething-alloftheleadersonhis
side, be it Mayawati,Banerjee or
Akhilesh Yadav, are better contendersthanPrimeMinisterNarendra Modi.
“NarendraModikeepsasking
who is the leader in the Opposition and I keep saying, every
leader in the Opposition is as
strong or better than Narendra
Modi,’’ he said. “He’s not done
anything positive, he is only an
‘election Prime Minister’.”
Naiduaddedthatitisalmostas
if elections were Modi’s hobby
and said that never in the past
have“PMsattackedlocalleaders,
stooping to that level”.

Naidu also took issue with
Modi’s recent reference to the
lateRajivGandhithatatthetime
of his death he was “BhrashtachariNo1”(themostcorruptperson).
“Generally in India, if someone dies, you wouldn’t refer to it;
that is our culture. Even after
death,28years,isitrighttobring
it up?” asked Naidu.
”Modi’sperformanceispoor,”
Naidu said. “Balakot [the air
strike against Pakistan] also
failed, attacking Opposition also
failed, Gujarat model also failed,
now he is bringing in those who
died.”
Naidu, among the first techsavvy politicians in the country,
is also not impressed by Modi’s
use of technology, especially
social media saying this is “for
personalgains,notforpublicconsumption”.
He added: “I used IT for public
purpose, there is a difference. I
promotedtechnologyduringVajpayee government and recommended deregulation of the telecom sector.’’
Andthat’swhatChandrababu
Naidu with his democratic front
ishopingvoterswillsee.Heistrying to convince other opposition
leaders to meet after voting on
May19todecideonacommonPM
candidate.
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CBI COURT SEEKS
RESPONSE ON
RAJIV’S PASSPORT
NEW DELHI: A special CBI court
on Tuesday asked the passport
office to file a detailed reply on
the suspension of the passport of
Rajiv Saxena, an accused-turn-approver in AgustaWestland money
laundering case. Saxena had filed
a plea before the court seeking
permission to travel abroad for
medical treatment. Special CBI
Judge Arvind Kumar, while
hearing the plea, asked passport
office to reply regarding the
suspension of his passport and
also asked ED to clear its stand
over the same. Saxena moved
court seeking permission to travel
to Europe, United Kingdom and
Dubai in the month of May on the
grounds of medical treatment.

Pakistan arrests 34
Indian fishermen
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency (PMSA)
arrested on Tuesday 34 Indian
fishermen on charges of violating
territorial waters and fishing
illegally in Pakistani waters. Six
boats have been confiscated,
local media reported . The
fishermen have been handed over
to a local police station. Five
Indian fishermen were arrested
for the same offense on January
5.In August last year, at least nine
Pakistani fishermen were taken
into custody by Indian Coast
Guard after they allegedly
entered the Indian territorial
waters in the Arabian Sea.

4-year-old girl kidnapped,
raped, killed in Indore
INDORE: A four-year-girl kidnapped from a slum in Indore was
Monday evening found dead in a
well, an official said. The girl was
kidnapped on Sunday night from
a slum cluster here when her
parents were asleep, he said. “She
was raped and killed and her body
disposed of in a deep well here.

US proposes to hike
H-1B application fee

EXPENSIVE Indian IT companies may face additional financial burden if the proposal sees daylight

Yashwant Raj
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: The Trump administration proposes to double a
component of the filing fee for
H-1Bs, a visa programme popular with Indians hoping to work
and live in the United States, that
could push up costs by $750 or
$1,500 for each application,
depending on the size of the
employer company.
The proposed hike is for a fee
the US charges for each H-1B
application to fund a training
programme for Americans for
jobs currently been performed
by foreign workers, specially in
the so-called STEM sectors that
comprise science, technology,
engineering and mathematics.
It is currently $750 each for
petitions filed by an employer
with 25 or fewer full-time
employees, and $1,500 for
employers with 26 or more. The
plan is to double it to $1,500 and
$3,000 respectively, through a
legislation, which, typically,
could take time.
Called the ACWAI fee —
named after American Competitiveness and Workforce
Improvement Act, a 1998 law
aimed at reducing the need for
foreign workers — is 13% of the
total H-1B fee. The rest are a $460
basic fee, $500 anti-fraud fee,
$4,000 fee for employers that
have more than 50 workers with
half or more of them on H-1B or
L-1 (for intra-company trans-

n

The proposed hike is for a fee the US charges for each H-1B application to fund a training programme for
Americans for jobs currently been performed by foreign workers.
RAJ K RAJ / HT FILE

fers). For premium 15-day processing, which is optional, the fee
is $ 1,410. Employers pay these
charges. These is no proposal to
change these other charges.
“In FY (financial year) 2020,
the Department’s budget
includes $160 million to continue
our expansion of apprenticeship
programs, along with a proposal
to increase H-1B fee revenues to
fund additional apprenticeship
activities,” secretary of labor
Alexander Acosta told US lawmakers at a Congressional hearing last week on his department’s budgetary request for
2020.
Though he gave no details, his

department’s budget, as proposed in the Trump administration’s omnibus budget for 2020
released earlier, did. “The 2020
Budget includes a legislative
proposal to double the ACWIA
fee for the H-1B visa program (to
$3,000 per worker for large
employers and $1,500 for small
employers) to prepare American
workers for jobs currently filled
by foreign workers, especially in
STEM fields,” it had said.
The H-1B programme allows
US-based companies to employ
foreign workers for high speciality jobs on temporary non-immigrant visas.
There is an annual cap of

Upper caste men accused of beating up
Dalit man were invited as cooks at wedding
Kalyan Das
n

kalyan.das@htlive.com

SHRIKOT : The seven upper-caste
men accused of beating a 21-yearold Dalit man at the wedding of
one of his relatives at Shrikot in
Uttarakhand’s Tehri Garhwal on
April 26 were specially invited for
the function as cooks as per an
age-old tradition in the state, residents said on Tuesday.
The residents said upper caste
men have to invited to cook meals
at the Dalit wedding when people
from all castes are invited.
Dalits are allowed to eat only
after food is served to the upper
caste guests, they said. Jitendra

Das’s family said he was beaten
nine days before he died at a Dehrandun hospital on Sunday as he
had food seated on a chair before
upper caste men had eaten. The
police have so far arrested five of
the seven accused.
Jitendra Das’s sister, Pooja
Das, said she was at the wedding
venue when she heard a heated
argument.
“I came to know the next day
that my brother was involved [in
the argument]. …other guests
told us that he was assaulted for
eating while sitting on a chair
before the [upper-caste men
could eat].” Most upper-caste residents of Shrikot expressed igno-

rance about the assault. “There is
no question of caste discrimination in our village.
It is evident from the fact that
upper-caste men cooked food [at
the wedding]… upper-caste community members from other villages also participated [in the
wedding],” said Prem Singh, 68, a
Shrikot-resident who said he also
attended the wedding.
He insisted he was unaware of
the assault.
“There were about 1,500 guests
at the wedding and we left after
having our food. I came to know
about the incident two days
later.” Another resident, Rajpal
Bisht, said the assault was a one-

off incident.
He claimed that “all the families in the village, irrespective of
their castes, live in harmony”.
Bisht said all the accused are
from neighbouring Bhatwari village.
The Dalits of the village had a
different version but refused to
speak on the record fearing an
upper-caste backlash.
“Those saying the upper-caste
men prepared food for the wedding as evidence that there is no
discrimination should answer
whether they would have eaten if
Dalits had cooked?” said a
46-year-old Dalit villager on condition of anonymity.

85,000 on the number of these
visas, more than 70% of which
have gone to Indians, hired both
by US companies such as Microsoft Corporation, Facebook,Google and US-branches of Indian
companies such as Infosys,
Wipro and Tata Consultancy
Services.
It has received intense scrutiny under the Trump administration, drawing from the president’s “Buy American, Hire
American” executive order from
2017.
The number of rejections has
gone up, and so have requests for
more information, and enforcement to prevent abuse and fraud.

BJP SLAMS
OPPOSITION SILENCE
NEW DELHI: The BJP hit out at the
opposition for its “silence” over the
content of a video clip in which Tej
Bahadur Yadav, whose candidature
from Varanasi Lok Saba seat was
rejected, is purportedly talking about
assassinating the PM. “It’s a very
serious matter. It is about the prime
HTC
minister’s safety.
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Five Indians abducted by
pirates in Nigeria: Govt

›

HT Correspondent
n

I am asking Indian
High Commissioner to
take this up at the highest
level with Government of
Nigeria for their release.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The owners of an oil

tanker, whose five Indian crew
members were kidnapped in the
waters off Nigeria last month,
have established contact with
the abductors and are negotiating for their release, people
familiar with developments said
on Tuesday.
The Indians were reportedly
abducted on April 19 when the
vessel, the Palau-registered
Apecus, was anchored off Lagos
in Nigeria.
There was no official word on
the current status or whereabouts of the kidnapped men.
External affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj tweeted she had
seen news reports about the
abduction of the Indian sailors
“by pirates”. She added: “I am
asking Indian High Commissioner to take this up at the highest level with Government of
Nigeria for their release.”
Swaraj also sought a report
on the matter from Abhay Tha-

SUSHMA SWARAJ, External affairs
minister

kur, India’s envoy to Nigeria.
The people cited above said
the Indian mission in Abuja was
already in touch with the Nigerian government and the owners of the vessel to ensure the
release of the five Indians.
Given the Indian government’s
policy of not engaging with hostage-takers, the negotiations
are being handled by the
tanker’s owners.
A tweet from the official
account of the Indian high commission in Abuja said the mission was in “very close touch
with (the) Nigerian Navy and
police”. Without giving details,
it added: “Concerned parties

have made initial contact. Caution is of utmost importance for
everyone’s safety.”
Former parliamentarian Baijayant Panda, who has taken up
the issue of the five Indians on
behalf of the wife of one of the
sailors, identified the abducted
men as Sudeep Kumar Choudhury, Ankit Hooda, Chirag Jadhav, Putcha Sai Avinash and
Moogu Ravi. There was no official word on the identities of the
men.
There have been several
instances in recent years of
Indian sailors being kidnapped
on the high seas, especially by
Somali pirates.

SC rejects plea for 50% DMK worried over
voting slip verification entertaining KCR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Singhvi said later in the day
that the parties met the commission and made their point.
“We went to the election commission where we pointed out
that the Supreme Court is not
agreeable to our demand but
there is no prohibition on you,
the election commission, to
increase the sample check. The
SC has not prohibited the election commission . EC agreed on
the fact and said it will decide.”
Singhvi added that it was not
clear what it would do if it found
discrepancies in one of the five
matches, or “four of five” or
“three of five”. It is important to
arrive at a rule for that, he
explained. “All these points we
made to EC today [Tuesday]
evening,” he said.
The parties also filed a memo-

randum with the Election Commission, demanding counting of
the output of all VVPATs in all
polling stations, failing which,
declaration of results be withheld. The memorandum was
signed by several leaders including Naidu, Abdullah, Congress
leaders Ahmed Patel and
Singhvi, and CPI’s Raja.
Earlier, in court, Singhvi
argued that while the petitioners
had earlier asked for 50% of
physical verification of VVPAT
slips, they were now seeking an
increase to just 25% in the review
petition.
On April 8, the court increased
the number of VVPAT machines
with whose output the count of
EVMs would be matched to five
from one, effectively increasing
the matching of 2% of the votes
cast as against 0.44% earlier.

CHENNAI: A planned meeting
between Telangana chief minister K Chandrasekhar Rao and
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) president MK Stalin as
part of the former’s efforts to cobble together a non-BJP, non-Congress “Federal Front” has fallen
into uncertainty .
The DMK is yet to confirm the
meeting sought by Rao, better
known as KCR, at Stalin’s Chennai residence on May 13, people
with knowledge of the development said on condition of anonymity. Apparently wary of
offending the Congress, its alliance partner in Tamil Nadu, the
DMK has decided to politely
decline the TRS proposal, citing
its preoccupation with upcoming
by-elections in the state assembly, the people said on condition
of anonymity.

JD(U) leader draws flak
for comment on Misa
PATNA: Janata Dal (United)
spokesperson Sanjay Singh
landed in a controversy on Tuesday after he made a disparaging
remark against Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) superemo Lalu
Prasad’s eldest daughter and
Rajya Sabha MP, Misa Bharti.
“Her (Misa Bharti’s) role in the
Lalu family is that of Surpanakha, ” Singhsaid, reacting to
Bharti’s comments at a political
event on Monday where she
reportedly declared that her
brother Tejashwi Yadav was the
political heir to the imprisoned
RJD chief.
“As Surpanakha was responsi-

MAYA AND
AKHILESH SLAM
PM AT A JOINT
RALLY
VARANASI: Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati and Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday trained
guns on Prime Minister Narendra Modi at a joint rally in Jaunpur, alleging that he was a
“chowkidar” (watchman) of capitalists who helped the rich
become richer.
Campaigning for SP-BSP alliance candidates in Jaunpur and
Machhlishahr seats, they
claimed the Congress too was
“anti-Dalit” and it wanted the
people to remain poor.
“Both the BJP and Congress
are anti-Dalits... the Congress,
which is claiming it will provide
~6,000 (to the poorest people
under its proposed minimum
income guarantee scheme), only
wants people to remain poor and
helpless,” Mayawati said.
Akhilesh claimed the BJP was
“standing on a foundation of lies”
and SP-BSP alliance would
“shake its very roots”.
HTC

ble for the friction between
Ravana and his younger brother
Vibhishana, Misa Bharti is playing the same role creating hostility between her two younger
brothers, Tej Pratap and
Tejashwi,” Singh said. Singh’s
remarks drew sharp reactions
from Bihar’s grand alliance. RJD
spokesperson Vijay Prakash hit
back by calling JD (U), the BJP’s
partner in the Bihar government,
“a family of devils”. “We have
Sitas and Radhas in RJD. On the
contrary, JD (U) nurtures devils
and evil spirits. These evil spirits
only look for opportunities to
HTC
harm others.”

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA
EXCISE & TAXATION DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR INVITING e-TENDERS FOR ALLOTMENT OF ZONES OF RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSES OF LIQUOR VENDS
OF THREE (03) DISTRICTS FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 IN THE STATE OF HARYANA.
It is hereby notified for the information of general public that e-TENDERS for ALLOTMENT of zones of retail liquor
licenses of liquor vends of the districts against which these zones are mentioned below, are invited for the year 20192020. The reserve prices of these zones shall be reduced in the slab of 5% of the original reserve price in case reserve
price of the Zone is less than Rs. 5.00 crore and in the slab of 3% of the original reserve price in case reserve price of
the Zone is more than Rs. 5.00 crore.
Sr. No. Name of Distt.
Zone Code
1 Faridabad
ZFBD08
ZFBD16
ZFBD22
ZFBD33
ZFBD35
ZFBD40
ZFBD45
2 Gurugram (East) ZGRE04
ZGRE07
ZGRE08
3 Sirsa
ZSRS02
Schedule for invitation and evaluation for e-Tenders for un-allotted Zones of retail liquor vends
From 09th May, 2019 (09:00 A.M.)
1 Starting date and time for placing e-tenders.
2 Closing Date and time for placing e-tenders.
Till 09th May, 2019 (05:00 P.M.)
3 Evaluation of e-tenders.
09th May, 2019 (06:00 P.M.)
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

These e-Tenders will be submitted online as per public notice issued by the Department (published on 09th March,
2019) in the leading newspapers inviting e-Tenders for allotment of retail liquor licenses of Zones of vends for the
year 2019-20. The public notice is available on the departmental website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The list of remaining Zones of vends in the Districts and venue for evaluation of e-Tenders shall be conspicuously
displayed in the office of DETC (Excise) & DETC (ST) concerned. The list shall also be available on the departmental
website i.e. www.haryanatax.gov.in.
The e-Tenders shall be received and the Zones of vends shall be allotted in the manner prescribed in the Excise Policy
for the year 2019-20 and the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 (as applicable to the State of Haryana), the rules framed
thereunder.
The relevant provisions contained in the previous Public Notices issued for allotment of vends for the year
2019-2020 shall hold good and are not reiterated.
The allotment shall be subject to the approval of the Excise and Taxation Commissioner, Haryana. He may reject,
without assigning any reason, any allotment in public interest as the case may be within 10 days of the date of
allotment.
Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Haryana
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economicsinaction

Aiming for the
top slot in 2019

Learning governance from China

But to get there, Mayawati will
need numbers and credibility

It has created accountable administrative
structures that deliver meaningful outcomes

I

t may have been a matter of informed speculation. But the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) supremo, Mayawati, has now
given her clearest indication yet that she is a contender for
the post of the prime minister (PM). By declaring that, if all
goes well, she will contest bypolls from Ambedkar Nagar

— a constituency she has represented
in the past — Ms Mayawati sent a signal

ourtake

to her support-base, the voters of the
grand alliance in Uttar Pradesh (UP), other regional parties, the
Congress and the nation at large that she wants the country’s top
political job. With her ally, Samajwadi Party(SP)’s Akhilesh
Yadav, claiming that the next PM will be from UP but not from
Varanasi, he too has lent his support to Ms Mayawati’s prime
ministerial ambitions.
It is a tribute to Indian democracy that a Dalit woman, leading
a party of marginalised communities, can aspire to lead the country. It is an even more remarkable tribute to our electoral democracy — and its checks and balances — that a leader who had no
seat in the last Lok Sabha and performed poorly in her own state
polls can become a serious contender for the post. To be sure, Ms
Mayawati is not bidding for the top job for the first time. Riding
high on the 2007 UP assembly victory, she tried to bring together
the regional and Left forces in the 2009 elections and projected
herself as PM candidate. On that occasion, she did not succeed.
But there is still a long road ahead for Ms Mayawati if she
wants to realise her ambition this time around. For one, this will

KARTHIK MURALIDHARAN

T

he halfway point of this long
drawn-out election season is a
good time to step back and evaluate the performance of the
Indian State, and how it can be
improved. The comparison with
China is illustrative. In 1981, Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) per capita in China and India
were comparable. By 2017, China’s GDP per
capita was more than double that of India —
despite India experiencing its years of fastest
growth in this period. Further, service delivery failures of the sort widely seen in India —
including high absence rates of government
teachers and doctors — are rare in China.
How has non-democratic China delivered
so muchmore for its citizens thandemocratic
India? There are several explanations,
including a greater embrace of market-led
principles in the structure of the economy,
focusing on export-led manufacturing in
labour-intensive sectors and achieving economies of scale in production, and delivering
high quality basic education and health.
However, in this piece, I want to focus less on
“what” China does to be so successful, and
more on the “why” and reflect on the implications for India.
Specifically, the most important point that
India would do well to learn from China is the
centrality of incentives and accountability
for political leaders and officials to deliver
improved outcomes at all levels of the Chinese government. At the highest levels, there
is a near obsessive focus on jobs, growth and
development — way more so than in India.
The reason is that governments obtain

legitimacy through a combination of process
and performance. Indian democracy provides governments considerable processbased legitimacy, based on winning elections. Thus, no one questions why a government is in power. However, in the absence of
elections, the main source of legitimacy of
the Chinese government comes from performance and delivering improving living
standards. Thus, counter-intuitively, the
non-democratic Chinese regime is more paranoid about improving the welfare of citizens
than the democratically elected Indian government. In China, poor performance can
lead to social unrest, and potentially even a
revolution. In India, the worst thing that can
happen to a non-performing government is
getting voted out, and public employees are
mostly unaffected.
The focus on performance at the highest
levels of the Chinese government has, in
turn, led to much greater investments in
State capacity and building an effective
machinery for governance and service delivery. In particular, there is great emphasis
placed on measuring, monitoring, and
rewarding performance of officials at all levels. Promotion prospects for lower-level
party officials as well as public employees are
linked to performance. Such a structure both
improves incentives to perform at all levels
of the government, and also leads to higherperforming officials and politicians getting
promoted.
It is easy to attribute China’s success to
having a “strong” State. This would be a mistake. Some of the greatest man-made disas-

n

Indian democracy allows political
preferences to be expressed but it fails to
make leaders accountable SANTOSH KUMAR/HT

ters in the second half of the 20th century —
including the Great Leap Forward and the
Cultural Revolution — happened when
China was a “strong” State under Mao Zedong. Rather the under-appreciated lesson
from China is that it started performing better when Deng Xiaoping’s reforms made it a
more “accountable” State.
Indian democracy provides “expressive
utility” to voters by allowing political preferences to be expressed, and the courts and
civil society provide some protection against
government overreach. But, it has not delivered enough in making leaders and officials
accountable for performance. There are at
least two broad sets of reforms that will help
in achieving this goal.
The first is meaningful decentralisation of

Cyclone Fani: The worst
is over, but picking up
the pieces won’t be easy

M AT U R E E N O U G H

hinge on her alliance’s performance in UP. The SP-BSP will have
to restrict the Bharatiya Janata Party to fewer than 20 seats or so,
for her claim to be taken seriously. Second, she will need to win
the support of other regional forces such as Mamata Banerjee, K
Chandrashekar Rao, Naveen Patnaik, Sharad Pawar, Tejashwi
Yadav and YS Jagan Mohan Reddy. And finally, even though she
had a bitter election campaign against the Congress, she will

The natural calamity is a warning for cities: Learn to be
climate-resilient or the consequences will be severe

need to rebuild her bridges with Rahul Gandhi because the Congress will be a decisive player in any non-BJP formation. This
will not be easy as the Congress sees her as a competitor for Dalit

KUMKUM
DASGUPTA

votes. The arithmetic aside, if Ms Mayawati is serious about her
claim, it is time for her to start sharing her national vision and
outlining a set of policies that she would push as the PM. It’s only
when she has both numbers and credibility on her side that she

§

can hope to pull off in 2019 what she could not in 2009.

CooperatingwithChina
onoilimportshasitslimits
Theideaofabuyers’clubtonegotiateoil
priceshas,sofar,beendeadonarrival

T

n

Many countries consider 16 years or below that as the age of consent. Most of the American
states, Europe, Japan, Australia, China and Russia fall into this category
SHUTTERSTOCK

India shouldconsider
loweringthe ageof consent
Most sexual assault cases dealing with the age bracket
of 16 to 18 years are reported because of offended parents
RK
VIJ

he decision of the US to not extend the waivers for
importing Iranian oil has put India and China in a spot
of bother. Certainly, the American decision comes
across as high-handed and arbitrary. Even European

allies of the US are trying to find a way out of the American threat
of sanctions in order to continue doing business with Iran. It is
only natural then that New Delhi and Beijing are coming
together to cooperate on energy imports.
Even as such joint efforts are welcome, it is important to recognise the limitations of such an approach. First, the idea of a
buyer’s club — in effect, a mirror image of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) — to negotiate on oil prices has long been floated. Tempting indeed, but this idea has
never taken off. While India and China are strategic rivals, Japan
and South Korea — the other two big oil importers — are US
allies. It will be difficult to get the latter two to join a group targeting American bullying. Second, can India count on China? What
if China decides to settle its own parallel deal with the US as a
part of a larger trade deal? In 2014, after all, China decided to cut
a separate deal with the US on climate change, leaving other
developing countries out in the cold.
And finally, the US is very serious about stifling the Iranian
regime. The world’s sole superpower has announced the deployment of an aircraft carrier and a bomber task force in the region
to send an “unmistakable message” to Iran. A counter-proliferation military strike or an overt move to undertake regime change
in Iran cannot be ruled out. Iranian oil, therefore, isn’t something on which New Delhi can expect to find favours from Washington, either with or without Beijing.

budgets, and authority to local tiers of government — especially cities. This needs to be
combinedwithdirectelectionsofempowered
mayors. Moving the locus of political
accountability closer to the level where services are delivered will improve democratic
incentives for service delivery, and also create a performance-based pipeline for senior
leadership positions. It is worth recalling
that Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel
and Rajendra Prasad started their government careers as mayors of Allahabad,
Ahmedabad, and Patna.
The second is a serious effort to improve
the functioning of the Indian State with a
focus on measurement of outcomes and to
link the career progression of officials to
objective measures of performance. Global
research on management quality has identified personnel policy — hiring, training,
postings, pay, and promotion — as the most
important determinant of organisational
effectiveness. High-performing organisations are characterised by autonomy to frontlevel officials on how to deliver, combined
with accountability for outcomes. The Chinese State has deeply internalised this
insight. The Indian State does the exact opposite — with micromanagement of processes,
but limited accountability for outcomes.
While we are rightly proud of our democracy, there is much to introspect and learn
from how the Chinese State has created
accountable administrative structures that
have delivered meaningfully better outcomes for its citizens. Once the heat and dust
of the elections settle down, we can hopefully
start paying attention to improving the functioning of the Indian State.
Karthik Muralidharan is the Tata Chancellor’s
professor of economics at UC San Diego
The views expressed are personal
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ecently,theMadrasHighCourt(HC)
acquittedaboyaccusedofaggravated
penetrative assault under the Prevention of Children From Sexual
Assault(Pocso)Actandkidnappingunderthe
Indian Penal Code (IPC). While dealing with
the case, the court also asked authorities to
reconsider the definition of child and reduce
the age of consent from 18 years to 16. The
17-year-oldgirl hadallegedly eloped with the
accused,hermaleschoolfriend,andbothwere
tracedafter sixmonths,living together.Duringthetrial,thegirlturnedhostile,leadingto
theacquittaloftheboy,whoseageisnotmentioned in the judgment.
The court observed that it was possibly a
case of mutual consent and teenage attraction,notanuncommonoccurrenceatsuchan
age,and, therefore,the ageof consent should
bereducedfrom18 yearsto 16,sothat theboy
accusedofthecrimedoesnothavetoundergo
punishment under the Pocso Act.
The court’s suggestion to lower the age of
consent is a welcome step; the government
shouldconsideritseriously.Thefactremains
that many of the cases of sexual assault
reported to the police (under the Pocso Act
and other laws) dealing with the 16-18 yearsoldchildrenareconsensual innatureandare
generally reported at the behest of girl’s parents whodisapproveof theirconduct. Therefore, the most relevant question to be
addressed is whether a teenage girl or boy of
this age has the capability to give “free consent”.Recordsshowthatinmostcasesinthis
age group, girls turn hostile because the sexual act was not against their will and they
were not induced into indulging in the act. It
hasalsobeenobservedthatduetoachangein
the socioculturalenvironmentinrecent decades,teenagersaresensibleenoughtounderstand the implications of their conduct.

A few other provisions of the law are also
relevanttothesituation.First,ourlawsdonot
consideranyactionbyachildundertheageof
7 an offence. Second, even if the child is
between the ages of 7 and 12, but has not
attained sufficient maturity to judge the
nature and consequences of his conduct, his
act would not be considered an offence. The
greyareaoftheagecategory 7-12yearsaside,
it is implied that a child above 12 years of age
develops sufficient understanding of the
implicationsofanoffence.Asacorollary,this
assumption of attaining maturity, with an
additional margin of four years — as is being
considerednow—mayalsobeappliedincases
ofgranting“freeconsent”?Onemayalsonote
thattheChildLabour(ProhibitionandRegulation) Act defines a child as a person under
theageof14,and,therefore,thoseabove14can
legally be employed in otherwise prohibited
occupations and processes.
Manycountriesconsider16yearsorbelow
that as the age of consent. Most of the Americanstates,Europe,Japan,Canada,Australia,
China, and Russia fall into this category.
Therefore, the rights of the child (up to 18
yearsofage)mightbeprotectedinaccordance
with the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, but the age of consent can safely be
reduced from 18 to 16.
Thecourtalsosuggestedtheneedtodefine
consensualsexasaseparatecategoryofcrime
undera moreliberal provision.Thismaynot
prove to be a useful step, as one of the main
reasonsforacquittalsinsuchcasesisvictims
turninghostile.Therefore,ifanactiscommitted with mutual consent in the 16-18 years of
age category, it need not be made punishable
atall.However,theissuemayrequirebroader
deliberations.Takingoutsuchcasesfromthe
purview of the penal law will also help the
police divert its attention towards more serious cases. Furthermore, the National Crime
Records Bureau data reveals that about half
of the Pocso Act cases fall in the category of
16-18yearsagegroup.Removingcasesofconsensual sex under this category can help us
get a better picture of sexual assault cases.
RK Vij is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh
The views expressed are personal

P

rime Minister Narendra Modi on
Mondayconducted anaerial survey
of Puri and Khurdha districts of
Odisha to see for himself the scale of
devastation caused by Cyclone Fani, which
made landfall in the state on May 3. During
the prime minister’s visit, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik said Odisha deserves “special category status” for being the most disaster-prone state in India. His demand is
understandable. A Super Cyclone flattened
the state in 1999; in 2013, Odisha was hit by
Cyclone Phailin, and in 2018 by Cyclone
Titli. In 2019, it was Cyclone Fani.
While the first one killed more than
10,000 people, the death toll in the next three
was below 100, thanks to the state’s
improved disaster management skills.
Besides these major disruptions, Odisha
also had to deal with other climate-induced
disasters such as heat waves, droughts, and
floods. Such episodes are expected to
increase in the future. The Fifth Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2015)
report predicts that India and other tropical countries will witness an increasing
number of cyclones, storm surges and
extreme rainfall in the future.
While the Patnaik government did well
to weather Cyclone Fani — the state mobilised resources and personnel to evacuate
more than a million people — and save
lives, the challenges ahead of the state now
will be equally gargantuan. “While restoring infrastructure will be one aspect of the
challenge, rebuilding lives of poor people,
especially the vulnerable category, will be
a much greater one. This will need some
smart and long-term thinking on the part of
the government,” said Amar Nayak, a disaster management expert, and ActionAid’s
Global Humanitarian Adviser.
In February, members of the People’s
Solidarity Forum, a state-level forum of
people’s organisations from 14 districts of
Odisha, released a manifesto that focused
on exactly that: Long-term planning to
improve disaster management and
response, mitigation, and building resilience of coastal communities. These proposals can also be considered by India’s
other coastal cities that don’t yet have a

THE FIFTH INTERGOVERNMENTAL
PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE
REPORT PREDICTS THAT INDIA
WILL WITNESS AN INCREASING
NUMBER OF CYCLONES,
STORM SURGES, AND EXTREME
RAINFALL IN THE FUTURE

plan to tackle such events.
One of the interesting suggestions in the
manifesto is to develop a cadre of people
who know how to swim, can fix electrical
networks, drive speed boats, all of which
are important skills in disaster situations,
and then improve their skills further so
that they can supplement the state’s efforts
during such calamities.
Second, there has to be a mapping of the
most vulnerable population — single
women, senior citizens, children, pregnant
women, the physically challenged,
Dalits — in villages and cities to ensure that
they are rescued first. Third, regular disaster risk reduction trainings must be done.
Fourth, such disasters also mean loss of
daily wages for poor people. It is critical to
ensure that social protection programmes
such as the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme are
implemented well so that people can
resume their normal lives sooner rather
than later. Fifth, each cyclone is also an ecological disaster, and all efforts must be
made to regenerate nature’s own disaster
managers, such as mangroves.
“Mangrove forests act as a buffer or
shock absorber in time of such disasters.
There is a clear indication that mangroves
at Sundarbans saved Kolkata from Cyclone
Aila in 2009, by absorbing a massive chunk
of the cyclone’s fury,” Indian Forest Service officer, Parveen Kaswan, recently
wrote in a blog.
Unfortunately, the people who run
India’s coastal cities are waging a war on
these natural barriers. Take the example of
Mumbai.A2018Decemberreportin Hindustan Times reported that mangrove
destruction cases doubled in 2018, but there
was not even one conviction. India’s financial capital should be careful because
climate change can increase cyclonic activity in the Arabian Sea.
Sixth, while a major portion of the focus
after a disaster is on rural areas, there is a
need to provide for the urban poor in cities.
They need safe shelter, livelihood options
with skill building and social security.
Badly constructed buildings can be killers
as much as cyclones and earthquakes.
There is an urgent need to invest not just in
cyclone shelters but also in cyclone-resilient construction, as per the Model Building Bye Laws, 2016, of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.
Non-profits such as Save the Children
have also raised the need to ensure psychological counselling for children to overcome such climate tragedies.
Last, but not least, all Indian cities need
city-level disaster management plans.
Unfortunately, as most city governments
struggle to deal with other day-to-day challenges such as education, infrastructure
and health, climate resilience and adaptation figure low on their list of priorities.
Cyclone Fani is a warning for cities:
Learn to be climate resilient or the consequences will be severe.
n

kumkum.dasgupta@htlive.com
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ELECTION2019

has the highest
DohigherturnoutsinMPandRajasthan MP
increase in turnout
showCongress’scorevotersareback?
Shruti Tomar
n

TREND So far, both Hindi heartland states have recorded significantly
higher turnout than 2014’s Lok Sabha elections. This means that the
contest between the Congress and the BJP has only gotten closer

NUMBERTHEORY
Roshan Kishore and Abhishek Jha
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

H

igher voter turnout
numbers so far in
Rajasthan and MadhyaPradeshmaysuggestaclosercontestin
these two states that together
send54representativestoParliament,althoughthere’snotelling
how this will play out in terms of
number of seats. Voter turnout
figures after the fifth round of
polling for the 2019 general elections suggest that Rajasthan and
MadhyaPradeshareturningout
tobeoutliersamongmajorstates.
Both states have recorded a
significantly higher voter turnoutthanwhattheydidinthe2014
Lok Sabha elections. To be sure,
votingisyettotakeplacein16out
of 29 parliamentary constituencies (PCs) in Madhya Pradesh.
However, the PCs which have
voted so far have registered a
large increase in turnout. (See
Chart 1)
What explains this seemingly
extraordinary trend? An HT
analysis suggests that it could be
areflectionofrestorationofpoliticalcompetitionbetweentheBJP
and the Congress unlike in 2014,
when a BJPvictory was almost a
forgone conclusion. Here’s
why.
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh recorded a turnout of 75.6%
and 72.6% in the 2013 assembly
elections. This fell sharply to
63.1% and 61.6% in the 2014 Lok
Sabha. The numbers went up
once again to 74.8% and 75.6% in
the 2018 assembly elections. The
2019 turnout figures seem to be
aligned more to the 2018 and 2013
figuresratherthanthe2014numbers.Lookingatabsolutenumber
of votes can help us understand
why this happened. Total number of votes polled went down
from30.9millionand33.9million
in Rajasthan and Madhya Pra-

KEY TAKEAWAYS
n MP and Rajasthan have

registered significant
increase in turnout until
now compared to 2014
n Past election data suggests
this could mean restoration
of competition between
the BJP and Congress in
these states, unlike 2014,
when a BJP victory was
expected
n This is because total votes
declined between the 2013
assembly polls and the 2014
Lok Sabha polls in these
two states, but number of
BJP votes didn’t decline
n On the other hand, absolute
number of votes polled by
Congress and other parties
declined between the two
elections in these states
n Total voters increased again
in 2018, when votes polled
by Congress and other
parties increased from 2014
levels, but BJP votes didn’t
n A similar pattern can be
seen in Gujarat and Chhattisgarh in smaller magnitudes.

desh in 2013 to 27.1 million and
29.7millionin2014.TheBJPmarginally increased its absolute
number of votes between these
elections.ItwastheCongressand
othernon-BJPpartieswhichsaw
their total number of votes come
down between 2013 and 2014.
The BJP achieved huge victoriesindirectcontestsagainstthe
Congress in the 2013 assembly
elections in both these states.
These victories made it the
favourite for the 2014 race.
One possible explanation for
thedeclineinabsolutenumberof
voters in these states could be
that a section of anti-BJP voters
did not go out to vote as they had
resigned themselves to an immi-

What turnout so far says

Increase in turnout in MP & Rajasthan suggests closer contest here than 2014

Turnout in seats polled until phase 4 in 2019

CHART 1

Voter turnout in %
nent defeat in any case. Similar
patterns, although in smaller
magnitudes can also be seen in
the states of Gujarat and Chhattisgarh,alsostateswheretheBJP
defeated the Congress in an
assembly contest before the 2014
Lok Sabha.
Things changed in each of
these states in the assembly elections held after 2014. Absolute
number of voters went up and it
wastheCongressratherthanthe
BJP which added voters compared to its 2014 tally.
(See Chart 2)
Theonlyotherbig statewhich
had experienced a decline in the
numberoftotalvotesbetweenthe
preceding assembly election
(2013) and 2014 Lok Sabha is Karnataka. However, both the
national parties increased their
absolute number of votes
between the 2013 and 2014 elections. It was the regional player
JanataDal(Secular)whosevotes
wentdown.Thiscouldbearesult
of lack of enthusiasm among
JD(S) voters due to lower stakes
in a national poll.
To be sure, decline in number
of voters between a preceding
assemblyelectionandLokSabha
election is not something which
happened for the first time in
2014. Even in 2009, eight major
states(Chhattisgarh,Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu) experienced a decline in the absolute
numberofvoteswithoutadecline
in number of electors.
However, unlike in 2014, the
costs and benefits of a decline in
number of voters were not limited to one party like in 2014. For
example, in Chhattisgarh, MadhyaPradesh,andRajasthan,both
the BJP and the Congress suffered an absolute decline in their
number of votes between 2008
assembly and 2009 Lok Sabha
elections.
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Phase 5 turnouts in 2014 & 2019: Madhya Pradesh: 57.6 & 69; Rajasthan: 61.7 & 63.7; Jharkhand: 63.8 & 65.3; Bihar: 56.4 & 57.8;
Uttar Pradesh: 57.1 & 58; West Bengal: 81.3 & 80.1; Jammu & Kashmir: 27.4 & 19.6

CHART 2

Anti-BJP voters reduced total count in 2014
Absolute votes (in million)
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BHOPAL: Claiming that it has

6.7

40

Source: Voter Turnout app by ECI; TCPD

Odisha (minus 1.07 % points).
In the first phase of polling in
MP on April 29 for six Lok Sabha
seats, around 74.90% of the electoratecasttheirvotescomparedto
64.84%in2014inthesameconstituencies. In the same region, the
overallvotingpercentagein2018
assembly elections was 75.10 %,
the state election office data
shows. In the second phase,
around69.1%votersturnedupas
compared to 57.6 % in 2014.
In the same constituencies in
2018, the polling percentage was
about 70%.
Madhya Pradesh’s chief electoral officer (CEO), VL Kantha
Rao,said,“ThepercentageinLok
Sabhasofarisnotmuchdifferent
from the 2018 assembly election.
It’sgoodthatwewereabletosustain the trend.”
“Social media played an
importantroleinbringingmiddle
anduppermiddleclasspeopleout
on the voting day. The posts by
people, election office and activists on different platforms of
social media created so much
noise,” said Rolly Shivhare, the
Madhya Pradesh coordinator of
the Association for Democratic
Reforms, a think tank.
Spokespersons for the CongressandtheBJPsaidthehigher
pollingpercentagesauguredwell
for democracy and showed the
increasingawarenessamongvoters in Madhya Pradesh.

2.1 million crop loans
waived, Cong says
n

2.4
1.6
3.4
10.7
8.5
12.4

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh has
recordedamorethan10percentage point increase in voter turnout in the first two phases of polling that covered 13 of its 29 Lok
Sabha seats, the highest for any
statesofar,accordingtoElection
Commission (EC) data.
The voting percentages in the
first two phases was, however,
marginally less than that
recorded in the 2018 assembly
electionsforthesameconstituencies. The Congress won 114 seats
comparedto109fortheBharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in the 230member state assembly and
formedgovernmentwiththesupport of four other legislators,
including two from the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP).
The overall national increase
in voting in the first five phases,
as compared to 2014 was 1.09 percentage points, the commission
said on Monday.
The other states where voting
percentage was higher than the
nationalaverage,wereRajasthan
(3.01% points), Jharkhand (7.3 %
points), Andhra Pradesh (8.78%
points)andKerala(3.65%points).
The states where the voting percentage was less than the
national average were Uttarakhand(minus1.2%points),Tamil
Nadu (minus 1.65% points) and

HT Correspondent
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waived loans of 21 lakh farmers,
the ruling Congress in Madhya
Pradesh on Tuesday presented a
list of beneficiaries to former
chief minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, who has repeatedly
accused the grand old party of
making a false promise on the
issue.
Congress workers, led by senior party functionary Suresh
Pachauri,tookamini-vancarrying loan waiver certificates to
Chouhan’s residence. The party
alsoclarifiedthatitspollpromise

waslimitedtocroploans,andnot
“personal loans”.
The Congress had made loan
waiversakeypromiseinitsmanifestofortheDecemberassembly
elections, and after Kamal Nath
wassworninaschiefminister,he
had signed an order for this purpose within two hours.
After receiving the bundle of
loan waiver certificates, Chouhan tweeted, “Chief minister
Kamal Nath has sent me a list of
farmersoftheagriculturedepartment. Give me a list of banks,
because the loans will be waived
by the banks. Nothing will be
achieved by duping the farmers
and vitiating the atmosphere.”

PUNJAB STATE TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. Office, PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001)
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033814 www.pstcl.org
O/o: Dy. CE/TS (Design), Telefax: 0175-2207774, E-mail: se-trd@pstcl.org

(Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Enquiry No.
Description

Advertisement No. NITTTR/Academic Cell/2019/1

CORRIGENDUM

STQ-5102
Supply of 20 MVA 66/11KV Power
Transformers
10 nos.
04.06.19 at 11.30am

Reference to our advertisement No. NITTTR/Academic Cell/2019/1 on
25.04.2019 regarding the admission notice for ME programmes. It may be
noted that AICTE has approved only three Master of Engineering
(Regular) programme in emerging areas (Industry attached) namely ME
in CSE specialization in IOT (Internet of Things), ME in ECE
specialization in AI (Artiﬁcial Intelligence) and ME in Mechanical
Engineering (Robotics). ME in Electrical Engineering specialization in
Emerging System and Smart Grid will not be launched in this academic
session. Rest of the advertisement remains as same. For details and
prospectus visit website www.nitttrchd.ac.in
Dean (A&IA)

Qty.
Last Date & Time for
Downloading of tender
Last Date & Time for receipt of 06.06.19 upto 11.30am
tender
Last Date & Time for Opening of 10.06.19 at 11.30 am
tender

Detailed NIT/specification may be downloaded from PSTCL e-tendering
website eproc.punjab.gov.in. Corrigendum, if any will not be published in
newspapers. As such the website may be visited regularly for updates.
Sd/-, Dy. CE/TS (Design), PSTCL, Patiala.
C-5349

Office & Address of
issuing Authority
Type of Tender
Tender Specification
Scope of Works

Dy. Chief Engineer/Op., Suburban Circle, 2-Majitha Road,
Poser Colony, PSPCL, Asr.
Short Term E-Tender Notice
E-Tender Inquiry No. 1/2019-20
1. Erection of new 11KV Line/LT Line,
2. Augmentation of existing HT/LT Lines & Cables,
3. Replacement/Augmentation of damaged worn out and
undersize conductor/cables.
4. Erection of new distt. T/Fs,
5. Release of ISC/GSC connections involving construction of
HT/LT lines and Dist. T/Fs,
6. Release of AP T/W connections.,
7. Shifting of meters outside consumers premises,
8. Earthling of Distt. T/Fs,
9. All kind of deposit works
10. Re-erection of damaged poles/Dist.T/Fs. and HT/LT and
conductors due to heavy floods/storms etc.
Tender Document Fee
Rs. 1000/- Non refundable
EMD Deposit
Minimum 2% of Tender Value (Minimum 5000 and Max.
10.00 Lacv) or PEMD of Rs. 2.50 Lac. However, fresh
certificate, regarding deposit of PEMD for executing labour
out-sourced works, issued by the concerned Circle/Zonal
Office of PSPCL has to be uploaded by the contractor.
Security Deposit
@ 5% of actual work done value as per Works Regulation
1997 clause 3.1)
Estimated Tentative Cost Rs. 1.00 Cr.
of Project
Last date and time for
Existing Dates
Proposed Dates
down
load
Tender
9-4-2019 upto 11.59 PM
24-5-2019 till 5.00 PM
Specifications
Last date and Time for
9-4-2019 upto 11.59 PM
24-5-2019 till 5.00 PM
ONLINE uploading of
Tender documents
Date, Time and Place for
10-4-2019 at 12.00PM
27-5-2019 at 12.00 AN
online opening of Tender
Last Date and Time for
10-4-2019 at 11.00 AM
27-5-2019 upto
Deposit of EMD & Tender
11.00AM
Document Fee
Place
of
deposit o/o Dy. Chief Engineer/Op. 2 Majitha Road Power Colony,
EMD/Tender Documents Amritsar.
Fees and opening of
Tender
Other information
pspcl.abcprocure.com
1
Incase the due date for opening of tender happens to be a holiday, then online
tenders shall be opened on the next working day at the same time.
2
In case of any clarification, the prospective bidder may contact this office or M/s.
pspcl.abcprocure.com / as mentioned on the PSPCL website well in time before
the due date for submission of tender.
3
The prospective bidders are requested to get their digital signatures well in time for
participation in the tender and no request for extortion on this account will be
entertained.
4
All terms and conditions mentioned in the NIT and Works Regulation and as
amended time to time will remain the same.
Note:- In case Tender process is not completed due to any reason, no corrigendum will
be published in newspapers.
Dy. Chief Engineer/Op.,
C 179/19
Suburban Circle, Amritsar.

D.O. No. PS/AA-2018-71
Adviser to the Administrator
Union Territory of Chandigarh
U.T., Secretariat, Sector-9,
Chandigarh-160009
Tel: 0172-2740154 (O),
Fax:- 0172-2740165
Email: adviser-chd@nic.in
Dated:- 29-04-2019

MESSAGE
The World Red Cross Day is celebrated every year on 8th May to commemorate the
birthday anniversary of Sir Jean Henry Dunant, the founder of Red Cross Society. He
was not only the founder of the Red Cross Society but also the founder of International
Committee of Red Cross, who was also the recipient of first Noble Peace Prize. The
theme for this year is “WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT RED CROSS”.
This year, Indian Red Cross Society, UT Branch is celebrating World Red Cross Day by
organizing various Red Cross activities. In addition to the ongoing activities, the Indian
Red Cross Society, UT, Chandigarh is running fully A.C. Infosys Red Cross Sarai at
PGIMER for providing affordable and secure accommodation to the patients and
attendants, Annapurna Akshayapatra Yojana for providing affordable, hygienic and
nutritious food to labourers, industrial workers and to the needy ones in the city.
Besides, the Society is also imparting First Aid and Home Nursing Training, disaster
preparedness, awareness and youth leadership programmes for its volunteers. The
Society has also started a pain relief unit at Chandigarh Hospice, Sector-43,
Chandigarh.
On this solemn occasion, I take this opportunity to thank all residents of Chandigarh,
who have made liberal contributions both in cash and kind and have extended support
to sustain and improve the facilities created by the Red Cross Society. The
Chandigarh Red Cross Society aims at to inspire, encourage and initiate all forms of
humanitarian activities, so that human sufferings are minimal. I hope each one of you
will help to highlight this year's theme and share with us and with the world that
"WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT RED CROSS" and help us to show the movement
in action in a way that has never been seen before.
I convey my gratitude and best wishes on this occasion to everyone for helping Red
Cross Society to fulfil its aims and objectives.

(MANOJ PARIDA), IAS
President,
Indian Red Cross Society,
U.T. Branch, Chandigarh

C-5353
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THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE HAS BEEN TRAMPLED ON.

> MERAL AKSENER, who had won the Istanbul mayoral race, on move for a re-poll

Myanmarscribeswalkfree
ORDEAL ENDS Wa and Kyaw spent 511 days in Yangon jail
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

A timeline of key events in the case, right from the journalists’
arrest to their release

YANGON:Two Reuters journalists

n

Pope Francis has called on the Western Balkans to embrace its
patchwork of faiths and ethnicities during a visit to North
Macedonia, saying "respect for diversity" is key to the region's
efforts to integrate with Europe.
AFP

shortstories
IRAN COULD EXIT PARTS OF NUCLEAR PACT
TEHRAN: Iran on Wednesday will announce it is partially withdrawing from
the nuclear deal it struck with world powers, its state-run news agency
reported, a year to the day that President Donald Trump pulled America
from the accord. The terms of the withdrawal remain unclear, though the
IRNA news agency said President Hassan Rouhani will explain Iran’s decision
in letters to leaders of Britain, France and Germany that will be handed to
ambassadors in Tehran. Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammed Javad Zarif
separately will write to the European Union, the agency said. Details of the
letters, all to signers of the 2015 accord, will not be publicly disclosed, it said.
The letters will come as officials in the Islamic Republic previously warned
AP
that Iran might increase its uranium enrichment.

Pakistani charity dishes out
ostrich as Ramzan treat

Pompeo cancels visit to
Germany; to meet Lavrov

ISLAMABAD:A charity in Karachi is
serving up a rare treat for Muslims ahead of their fast for
Ramzan - ostrich meat. Expensive
and seldom eaten in Pakistan,
ostrich is deemed exotic in the
country. Volunteers stewed the
red meat in cauldrons and served
it in a chickpea curry to more than
500 residents before dawn on
Tuesday, when Pakistani Muslims
began their month-long Ramzan
REUTERS
fast.

WASHINGTON : US secretary of
state Mike Pompeo cancelled a
Germany visit on Tuesday hours
before he was due to arrive in a
move that did little to alleviate
diplomatic strain between the
traditional allies. He is likely to
hold talks with Russian foreign
minister Sergey Lavrov on May 14
in the Southern Russian city of
Sochi, TASS news agency reported. Pompeo could be received
by Russian President Vladimir
Putin after the talks. AGENCIES

Russia probes pilot error
after deadly plane blaze
MOSCOW: Russian investigators
were on Tuesday considering pilot
error as the cause of a crash-landing that saw a plane erupt in
flames at Moscow’s busiest
airport and kill 41 people, media
reported. Sources in the investigation told Kommersant newspaper the Aeroflot pilots made a
number of errors.
AFP

Soldier on anti-poaching
mission killed by elephant
LONDON: A British soldier serving
in Malawi as part of an antipoaching operation has been
killed by an elephant, the defence
ministry said on Tuesday. Mathew
Talbot was on patrol in Liwonde
National Park on Sunday when
the incident happened, a spokesman told AFP.
AFP

inthenews

SCOTT MORRISON

Attempt to egg Australian PM on campaign trail
fails in second political egging this year

1

The egg thrown at Morrison by a protester
from close range appeared to bounce off his
head at an event in Albury, where he was
campaigning ahead of the May 18 election

2
3

A 25-year-old woman behind the assault said her action “speaks for
itself” and that the egging was for Manus Island, in Papua New
Guinea, where Australia has long detained refugees
This is the second time in a year that an Australian politician has
been egged. In March, controversial anti-immigrant lawmaker
Fraser Anning was egged by a teenager in Melbourne.

France: Gunman
takes 5 hostages
Agencies
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

TOULOUSE: Agunmanwasholding

up to five people hostage in a
newsagent store in the Blagnac
suburbofToulouseinsouthwesternFranceonTuesday,inwhata
policesourcesaidappearedto be
a botched armed robbery.
The gunman fired at least one
shot over the heads of elite RAID
officers and had demanded a
negotiator, the source said, adding that the incident did not
appear to be terrorism-motivated.
Policebelieve five individuals
are being held by the assailant,
the source said.
Police told neighbours to stay
indoors and set up a 300 metre
security perimetre around the
store.
Authoritiesweren’tcertainof
the hostage-taker’s identity or
what he is demanding.
Noinjurieshavebeenreported
at the time of going to press.

Themanseizedthehostagesat
4:20 pm local time on Tuesday in
the town of Blagnac, near Toulouse airport, according to a
national police spokeswoman.
LocalstatetelevisionFrance3
reportedthatthehostage-takeris
wearing a helmet fitted with a
camera.
Police locked down the neighbourhood, evacuating some
buildingsandorderingotherresidentstostayinside,accordingto
neighbour Robert Texier.
A police helicopter circled
overhead.
Thenational terrorism prosecutor’s office said it is following
the situation.
“It’s worrying.Itallhappened
so quickly,” said Texier, who
expressed surprise at the incident in what he described as a
quiet neighbourhood on the
banks of the Garonne River.
He said the convenience store
has been run for decades by a
woman and her daughter who
live in the adjacent building.

jailed for their reporting on the
Rohingya crisis in Myanmar
walkedoutofprisononTuesday,
freed in a presidential amnesty
afteravigorousglobalcampaign
- and back room diplomacy - for
their release.
Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo
were mobbed by the media as
they stepped out of Yangon’s
Insein prison after more than 16
months in detention. Stories
based on their reporting were
published while they were in
prison and the two last month
were part of a Reuters team that
won the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting, one of journalism’s highest honours.
Their December 2017 arrests
made them an international
causecelebreandasignofMyanmar’s deteriorating press freedoms under Nobel laureate and
civilianleaderAungSanSuuKyi.
Wa Lonethankedpeoplefrom
“around the world” for advocatingfortheirreleaseandvowedhe
would return to work. “I can’t
wait to go to my newsroom,” he
said. “I am a journalist and I am
going to continue.”
Reuters editor-in-chief Stephen Adler said, “We are enormously pleased that Myanmar
has released our courageous
reporters. Since theirarrests511

TRAPPED AND ARRESTED

They met cops for dinner at a Yangon restaurant on Dec 12, 2017 and
were handed a roll of documents. They were arrested straightaway
and held under the Official Secrets Act for possessing documents
regarding a military crackdown in Rakhine against Rohingyas

CONFESSION

n

Wa Lone (3rd R) and Kyaw Soe Oo (L) with their families in Yangon
AFP
after being freed from prison in a presidential amnesty.

daysago,theyhavebecomesymbols of the importance of press
freedom around the world. ”
Theywerefreedinanamnesty
that included more than 6,000
prisoners.Agovernmentspokesman told reporters that family
members had sent letters to Suu
KyiandthepresidentWinMyint.
“Leaderstookintoconsideration
the long-term interest of (the)
country,” Zaw Htay said.
Lord Ara Darzi, a British
advisorandconfidantofSuuKyi,
saiditwas “fitting” thepairwere
released a few days after World

Press Freedom Day. “The lesson
issimple-dialogueworksevenin
the most difficult of circumstances,” he said.
The two waved and smiled as
they walked out of the jail. The
duowereconvictedonchargesof
violating the Official Secrets Act
and sentenced to seven years
each. At the time of their arrest,
theyhadbeenreportingonaSeptember 2017 massacre of 10
RohingyaMuslimsinconflict-hit
Rakhine state, where the Myanmar army forced some 740,000 to
flee to Bangladesh.

US treasury secy refuses
to release Trump tax files
Yashwant Raj
n

yashwant.raj@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: TheWhiteHouseon

Tuesday prohibited a former
counsel from turning over documents to a House panel, a day
after the treasury department
refused to hand over President
Donald Trump’s tax records.
The White House told the
House judiciary committee the
documents it had sought from
Don Mcgahn were provided to
himinconnectionwith“cooperation with the special counsel
(Robert Mueller)’s investigation
and with clear understanding
thattherecordsremainsubjectto
the controlof theWhiteHouse…
(and) they implicate significant
executivebranchconfidentiality
interests and executive privilege.”
The panel should redirect its
request for these records to the
White House for them, counsel
Pat Cipollone wrote to Jerrold
Nadler, chairman of the House
judiciary committee.
That’s one more block on
requestforwitnessesandrecords

n

US treasury secretary Steven
Mnuchin
REUTERS/FILE

madebyDemocratspertainingto
their investigations in multiple
House committees, including a
sweepingprobeofallegedcorruption,abuseofpowerandobstruction of justice.
On Monday, US treasury secretary Steven Mnuchin refused
to hand over Trump’s personal
income tax files and told the
House ways and means committee its request for them did not
“serve a legitimate legislative
purpose” and releasing them

could be a violation of privacy.
AlsoonMonday,attorneygeneral William Barr refused to
releaseanun-redactedversionof
SpecialCounselRobertMueller’s
reportonRussianmeddling.The
House judiciary committee has
scheduled a vote on Wednesday
to forward a contempt of Congress petition against him to the
full House.
The president, his three adult
childrenandhisbusinesseshave
filed lawsuits to prevent their
banks and long-time accountant
from releasing financial records
subpoenaed by congressional
committees in connection with
their investigations.
Trumphasarguedthathefully
cooperatedwithMueller’sprobe,
allowed officials to give testimony and handed over records.
Nowthatitsprobefoundnoproof
that he or members of his campaign conspired with Russian
meddling, it’s time to move on.
Democrats,however,aredrilling down on obstruction of justice.Muellerhadcited10episodes
ofpotentialobstructionofjustice
butdidnotfindenoughevidence.

S R I L A N K A AT TAC K S

‘All culprits dead or arrested’
Associated Press
n
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COLOMBO: Twobombexpertswere

amongthesuicideattackerswho
struck churches and hotels on
Easter in Sri Lanka and all those
directlyinvolvedinthebombings
are either dead or under arrest,
police said.
Acting police chief C D Wickramaratne also said in a statement on Monday thatexplosives
the Islamic State-linked group
stacked for use in more attacks
have been seized.
Thebombingskilled257people
and wounded hundreds at three
churchesandthreehotels.Seven
suicidebombersdiedattheirtargets while another exploded his
devicelaterataguesthouseafter
hisdevicefailedataleadingtourist hotel. A ninth killed herself to
avoid capture by police at her

home.
Police have detained 73 suspectsforinvestigations sincethe
bombingsandhaveseizedstocks
of explosives, improvised explosives devices and hundreds of
swords. Also they have found
$140,000incashinbankaccounts
connected to the group and
another $40 million worth of
assets in land, houses, vehicles
and jewellery.
Authorities had repeatedly
said another attack from the
extremist group was possible.
Sri Lanka’s Catholic church
hierarchy closed churches for a
secondweekendonSundayasthe
faithful celebrated Mass from
homewatchingliveontelevision.
But on Tuesday, one of the
churchestargetedintheattacks,
StAnthony’sshrine inColombo,
opened a section of the church to
the public for the first time since

the bombing, enabling devotees
to pray in the church as was customary every Tuesday.
Catholicschoolsremainclosed
until further notice after reports
saidtwooftheirlocationswereto
be attacked last weekend.
Government-run schools
reopened for students of higher
classes Monday but fewer students attended out of fear.
Army Commander Mahesh
Senanayake on Monday urged
the public to resume normal
activitiestrustinginthesecurity
forces.
“I ask the people not to fear
unnecessarily, not to believe
rumors...believein the tri-forces
and police that defeated one of
deadliestterroristorganisations
intheworld,”hesaidoftheethnic
Tamil separatists who fought a
26-year civil war. The conflict
ended 10 years ago.

F O S S I L FA M I LY

New three-foot-tall relative of dreaded T-rex dinosaur found
WASHINGTON: Scientists have

discovered a new relative of
the Tyrannosaurus rex - much
smaller than the huge, ferocious dinosaur made famous
in countless books and films,
including Jurassic Park.
The newly named tyrannosauroid dinosaur - Suskityrannus hazelae - stood roughly 0.9
metres tall at the hip and was
about 2.7 metres in length,
according to the study published in the journal Nature
Ecology & Evolution.
The animal was only marginally longer than just the
skull of a fully grown Tyran-

nosaurus rex, said researchers from the Virginia Tech College of Science in the US. Suskityrannus hazelae is believed
to have weighed between 45
and 90 pounds.
The typical weight for a fullgrown Tyrannosaurus rex is
roughly nine tonnes. Its diet
likely consisted of the same as
its larger meat-eating counterpart, with Suskityrannus
hazelae hunting small animals, although what it hunted
is unknown.
The dinosaur was at least
three years old at death based
on an analysis of its growth

from its bones. The fossil dates
back 92 million years to the
Cretaceous Period, a time
when some of the largest dinosaurs ever found lived.
“Suskityrannus gives us a
glimpse into the evolution of
tyrannosaurs just before they
take over the planet,” said
Sterling Nesbitt, an assistant
professor at Virginia Tech College of Science. “It also belongs
to a dinosaurian fauna that
just proceeds the iconic dinosaurian faunas in the latest
Cretaceous that include some
of the most famous dinosaurs,
such as the Triceratops.” PTI

PULITZER-WINNING REPORTER
DUO’S EPIC JOURNEY

n

The fossilised bones of Suskityrannus hazelae, a miniature adult
Tyrannosaurus dinosaur relative.
AP

The two were
charged with
possessing
documents linked
to security
operations
against Rohingya
militants and of
breaking a state
secrets law.
Myanmar's
military admitted
it found 10 bodies
in a grave at Inn
Din in northern
Rakhine, which
the reporters
were investigating. In January
2018, the army
confessed
security forces
killed 10 Rohingya
men at Inn Din.
Seven soldiers
were convicted
for the massacre.
But the Reuters
pair remained in
custody

THE TRIAL

The trial began in July
2018 with prominent
rights attorney Amal
Clooney representing the
journalists. In September,
a Myanmar court sentenced
them to seven years jail each for violating
the state secrets act. An appeal by the pair
was dismissed by a Yangon high court
judge in January 2019. A further appeal to
the Supreme Court was rejected in April

PRESSURE ON SUU KYI
Their sentence and
detention prompted global
outrage. The reporters were
awarded the UN's annual
press freedom prize. Aung
San Suu Kyi was pilloried in
September 2018 after
breaking her long silence on
the case, only to defend the
court decision

FREEDOM, AT LAST

They were released from prison in a
presidential amnesty. The duo was
mobbed by the media as they stepped
out of Yangon's notorious prison after
spending more than 500 days inside

BRITAIN TO HOLD
ELECTIONS TO EU
PARLIAMENT
Prasun Sonwalkar
n

prasun.sonwalkar@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Britain will now be

forced to hold elections to the
EuropeanParliamentonMay23,
a situation that Prime Minister
Theresa May had hoped would
notariseifMPswereabletoagree
on a Brexit agreement.
David Lidington, effectively
the deputy prime minister, said
on Tuesday that “regrettably”
the governmentisunabletocomplete the process of cross-party
talks to arrive at a consensus
beforetheEuropeanelectionson
May 23.
Havingtoholdtheelectionsin
a bitterly divided member-state
that has already voted to leave
the European Union reflects the
failure of Westminster politics
thatjostledfornearlythreeyears
on leaving the bloc. Lidington
said:“(It)isregrettablynotgoing
to be possible to finish that process before the date that is legally
dueforEuropeanparliamentary
elections. We very much hoped
that we would be able to get our
exit sorted and have the treaty
concludedsothatthoseelections
did not have to take place. But
legally,theydohavetotakeplace
-unlessourwithdrawalhasbeen
given legal effect - so those will
now go ahead”.
Mayhasbeendealingwithvoices in her party against her leadership and trying to reach a consensus with the opposition
LabourontheBrexitagreement.

INDONESIAN VOLCANO ACTIVE AGAIN

n

Photo released on Tuesday by BNPB, Indonesia's accident mitigation agency, shows Mount
Sinabung volcano spewing thick volcanic ash, as seen from Karo. Sinabung roared back to life in
AFP
2010 for the first time in 400 years and has largely remained active since then.

Pamela Anderson visits Julian
Assange, says he is in danger
LONDON: Former Baywatch star
and now animal rights activist
Pamela Anderson spoke emotionallyaftermeetingWikiLeaks
founderJulianAssangeinaLondon prison on Tuesday, warning
that his life was in danger.
“It’s been very difficult to see
Julianhereandto makeour way
through the prison to get to him
wasquiteshocking,”saidAnderson,whovisitedAssangeseveral
times when he lived as a fugitive
insideEcuador’sembassy.“He’s
a good man, he’s an incredible
person.Ilovehim.Ican’timagine
whathehasbeengoingthrough,”
the US actress and former model

said outside Belmarsh prison,
wearingalargecapewithslogans
calling for the defence of free
speech. “We need to save his life.
That’showseriousitis,”shesaid,
adding, “We just have to keep
fighting because it’s unfair. He’s
sacrificed so much to bring the
truth out.” Anderson, who lives
in France, is now a prominent
animal rights activist.
British police arrested
Assange at the embassy last
month after Ecuador withdrew
his asylum after seven years. He
hadsoughtrefugetheretoescape
extradition to Sweden where he
AFP
was accused of rape.

Screen time and
unhappiness not
linked, says study

Plane from Las Vegas
crashes, killing 13
Reuters

LONDON: The widely accepted

n

notionthatspendingtimeonline,
gaming or watching TV, especially before bedtime, can damageyoungpeople’smentalhealth
is incorrect, according to a study
at the University of Oxford.
Researchers at the Oxford
Internet Institute (OII) say there
islittleevidenceofarelationship
betweenscreentimeandwell-being in adolescents, based on the
study’s data from more than
17,000teenagers. “Implementing
bestpracticestatisticalandmethodological techniques, we found
little evidence for substantial
negative associations between
digital-screen engagement and
adolescent well-being,” says
researcher Amy Orben.
The research found that adolescents’totalscreentimeperday
had little impact on their mental
health, both on weekends and
weekdays.
Italsofoundthattheuseofdigital screens two hours, one hour
or 30 minutes before bedtime did
not have clear associations with
decreases in adolescent well-being, even though this is often
taken as a fact by media reports
and in public debates.
HTC

MEXICO CITY: A plane crash in a
remote mountain region in
northern Mexico claimed the
lives of all 13 people on board,
including a family of five that
wereflyingbackfromwatchinga
boxing match in Las Vegas,
authorities and local media said
on Monday.
Thewreckageoftheplanethat
took off from Las Vegas on Sunday was found via aerial surveillanceinthenorthernmunicipalityofOcampo,thegovernmentof
Coahuila state said in a statement.Aphotographpublishedon
local television network Milenio
showed what it said were the
burntremnantsoftheplane,broken into pieces, spread over
charred earth.
Mexican media reported that
thepassengershadbeentoaboxing match between Mexican
boxerSaul“Canelo”Alvarezand
U.S. fighter Daniel Jacobs in Las
Vegas on Saturday.
Thenationalitiesofthevictims
were not immediately clear. The
surnamesofthethreecrewand10
passengerspublishedbytheCoahuila government were all His-

letters@hindustantimes.com
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Pamela Anderson

AP

panic.Thevictimswerebetween
19and57yearsold,accordingtoa
versionofthepassengerlist published in Mexican media.
NewspaperDiariodeYucatan
saidonitswebsitethatamongthe
victims were 55-year-old businessman Luis Octavio Reyes
Dominguez, his wife, and their
three children. In a statement,
Canada’sBombardierIncidentifiedthejetasaChallenger601and
said the plane had gone missing
about150nauticalmilesfromthe
northern Mexican city of Monclova.Expressingitscondolences
tothevictims,thecompanysaidit
had been in touch with Canada’s
transportation safety board and
would work with the investigating authorities.
Alvarez was saddened to hear
ofthecrash. “Ideeplylamentthe
terrible accident of the plane
comingfromVegas,”hewroteon
Twitter on Monday. “I’m deeply
grateful for the support of all the
people who travel to see my
fights. My prayers are with their
families.”
Mexico’scivilaviationauthority said the aircraft departed Las
Vegas shortly before 3 p.m. local
time. Nearly two hours later,
Monterrey lost track of the jet.
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POWERED BY

shortstories

US may review GSP policy Chinese team heads to
US
to
salvage
trade
deal
after new govt takes over
Agencies

n

RBI may conduct open
market operations of up to
₹50,000 crore over the
MINT
next two months.

RBI PLANS MORE
FOREX SWAPS,
STEPS TO INJECT
CASH INTO SYSTEM
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI : The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will
probably conduct at least one
more swap of rupees for dollars
after the general election, said
three officials with direct knowledge of the plan, part of an effort
to support economic growth. The
central bank also plans to conduct
open market operations of up to
₹50,000 crore over the next two
months, one of the officials said,
expanding a quantitative easing
programme to spur the slowing
economy. These latest moves are
expected to increase cash in the
financial system and help push
interest rates down, potentially
helping borrowers where an
interest rate cut has not. “We
want to make sufficient liquidity
available, but we cannot open the
floodgates of liquidity. It has to
be done in a calibrated and
measured way,” said one official
who declined to be named
because of the sensitivity of the
matter. RBI declined to comment.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
facing a tight re-election race in
the staggered poll that began on
April 11 and will end on May 19.
Votes will be counted on May 23.

Have sufficient funds to
meet capex needs: ONGC
NEW DELHI: State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corp. (ONGC) on
Tuesday said it continues to have
strong financial position and
sufficient funds to meet current
and future capital expenditure
needs, as it sought to allay
concerns over its finances after
successive acquisitions and
government demands drained
out its surplus. From a zero-debt
company, ONGC had to resort to
borrowings in the past couple of
years after the government asked
it to acquire state-owned refiner
Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd
(HPCL), pay record dividend and
buy back shares. Reacting to
reports on the company’s ability
to meet its capital requirements,
ONGC in a statement said,”it has
strong financials in place to
finance its projects both ongoing
as well as upcoming ones. The
company’s operational plans and
expenditure thereon have also
been in line with its requirement,”
it said. “There is no plan or item of
expense that had to be deferred
due to paucity of funds/ resources,” In 2017, ONGC bought Gujarat
government firm GSPC’s 80%
stake in a complex KG Basin gas
field for ₹7,738 crore.

Royal Enfield recalls 7,000
units of Bullet, Electra
NEW DELHI: Niche bike maker
Royal Enfield on Tuesday announced the recall of nearly 7,000
units of its Bullet and Bullet
Electra models to rectify faulty
brake caliper bolt. The company
said it is undertaking a proactive
field service action, concerning
brake caliper bolt on motorcycles
of the two models manufactured
between March 20 and April 30.
“This is because service investigations revealed that the torque
maintained on brake caliper bolts,
as supplied by vendor, on a few of
these motorcycles were not as per
stringent Royal Enfield quality
standards,” the company said in a
statement. Brake caliper bolt is an
essential part of braking system
securing brake hose and brake
caliper. This voluntary service
action will be undertaken on close
to 7,000 motorcycles that were
retailed during the said period, it
added. All concerned customers
are being called for a service
intervention, and also various
stakeholders are being informed
accordingly, it added.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES
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NEWDELHI: India and the US won’t
immediately escalate vexed
trade-related issues and are
expected to hold their position on
all important matters till a new
government is formed in New
Delhi by the month-end, officials
with knowledge of the matter said
on Tuesday.
US commerce secretary Wilbur Ross too hinted the two sides
will maintain their positions in
his speech at the Trade Winds
business forum, while raising the
issue of trade imbalance with
India.
“We applaud India’s commitment to addressing some of these
barriers once the government is
reformed, probably starting in
the month of June,” he said.
Election-bound India is
expected to form a new government before the tenure of the current Lok Sabha ends on June 3.
India’s main concerns include
the US decision to enforce sanctions on oil imports from Iran,
one of the country’s main energy
suppliers, and the withdrawal of
benefits under the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) programme.
Washington is concerned by
the trade imbalance because of
tariff and non-tariff barriers, and
regulations that US officials say
put foreign companies at a disadvantage.
According to the officials cited
above, India has explained to the
US that strategic matters, including trade-related issues, can be
effectively dealt with after the
new government is formed.
They added the US has hinted
it might make a final decision on
withdrawing incentives under
GSP after the new government is

n

US commerce secretary Wilbur Ross speaks at the 11th Trade Winds Business Forum and Mission
hosted by the US Department of Commerce in New Delhi.

BOTH SIDES ARE ALSO
LOCKED IN DISPUTES
OVER INDIAN PRICE
CAPS ON IMPORTED US
MEDICAL DEVICES

AP

trade war are in shambles after
the US accused China of reneging
on its commitments and prepared
to raise import taxes on $200 billion worth of Chinese goods.
A Chinese delegation is headed
to Washington to salvage talks
aimed at resolving a dispute over
China’s aggressive push to challenge American technological
dominance. Negotiations are set
to resume Thursday.
The setback in negotiations
caught financial markets by surprise, and the US stocks fell on
Tuesday for the second straight
day. For weeks, Trump administration officials had suggested
that negotiators were making
steady progress.
China confirmed on Tuesday
its economy czar, vice-premier
Liu He, will lead China’s delegation, ending speculation that he’d
skip the talks or that the Chinese
team would back out altogether.
The announcement suggests
President Xi Jinping’s government is putting its desire to end a
conflict that has battered Chinese
exporters ahead of the political
need to look tough in the face of
US pressure.
The decision to have Liu take
part in talks might keep alive
hopes the two biggest global economies could make peace as early
as this week.
The Trump administration is
pressing Beijing to roll back plans
for government-led development
of Chinese global competitors in
robotics, electric cars and other
technologies.
Washington,
Europe, Japan and other trading
partners say those violate
China’s market-opening commitments and are based in part on
stolen technology.
Trump’s announcement on
Sunday that he would increase
tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese
imports to 25% from 10% on Fri-
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From left - US trade representative Robert Lighthizer, US treasury
secretary Steven Mnuchin and Chinese vice-premier Liu He. AFP FILE

day caused global stock markets
to plunge. Markets steadied after
a Chinese spokesman said on
Monday that envoys still were
preparing to go to the US, though
there was no word then whether
Liu would take part.
On Tuesday, China’s main
stock market index rose 0.7% and
most other Asian markets also
rebounded. Oil prices slipped
nearly 2% on Tuesday, on track to
fall to their lowest levels in over a
month. Brent futures were down
$1.36, or 1.9%, at $69.88 a barrel by
10.39am ET, while US West Texas
Intermediate crude was down
$1.14, or 1.8%, at $61.11 per barrel.
The American side is led by
trade representative Robert
Lighthizer and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. A commerce ministry statement
announcing Liu’s plans gave no
indication whether other details,
such as the size of his delegation,
might change. Washington and
Beijing have raised tariffs on billions of dollars of each other’s
exports, disrupting trade in goods
from soybeans to medical equipment. Estimates of lost potential
sales so far range as high as $25
billion. Both governments have
said negotiations were making
progress, but Trump expressed
frustration on Sunday at the
pace. Mnuchin said on Monday

that Chinese officials “were trying to go back on some of the language” that had been negotiated
in 10 earlier rounds of talks. In
response, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesman, Geng Shuang,
said Beijing “is sincere in continuing consultations.”
‘THREAT’ TO WORLD
ECONOMY
Meanwhile, head of the International Monetary Fund said on
Tuesday that fresh trade tensions
between the US and China were
the main threat to the world economy.
“Clearly the tensions between
the US and China are the threat
for the world economy,” Christine Lagarde told journalists at a
conference in Paris, adding that
recent “rumours and tweets”
made an agreement between the
countries less likely.
Also speaking at the Paris
Forum event, French Economy
Minister Bruno Le Maire warned
about the impact of a trade war
between the world’s two biggest
economies.
“We are looking very carefully
at the current negotiations
between China and the US. We
want these negotiations to stick
with principles of transparency
and multilateralism,” he said,
speaking in English.

are showing very good will and a
very cooperative attitude
towards ‘Make in India’ and the
other programmes,” Ross told
CNBC-TV18. “But there’s a limit
to how far the discriminatory
behaviour can go.”
Commerce minister Suresh
Prabhu said he had “an excellent” meeting with Ross on Monday, during which they discussed
“how to take this relationship to
the next level”.
Prabhu expanded US President Donald Trump’s slogan
“Make America great again” to
“Let’s make America great again
by making India-US relationship
far better again”. Ross rephrased
it to “MAGAWIC”, or “Make
America great again with Indian
cooperation”.
Ross told the business forum
US technologies and expertise
can play a key role in developing
India’s economy but faced “sig-

nificant market access barriers”.
Noting that India is the third largest economy and would become
the largest consumer market by
2030, he added: “Yet today, India
is only the US’ 13th largest export
market due to overly restrictive
market access barriers.”
On the other hand, the US is
India’s largest export market,
accounting for about 20% of the
total. “That’s a real imbalance,
and it’s an imbalance we must
drive to counter,” he said.
He contended India’s average
applied tariff rate of 13.8% is the
highest of any major world economy and its “bound tariff rates”,
or the highest rate that can be
charged, on agricultural products ranged from 113.5% to 300%.
Ross referred to Trump’s
vision of a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific and said India is
key to the US administration’s
approach to the region.

Markets close near
six-week low amid
US-China tensions

EROS TWEAKS
TERMS OF
PLANNED DOLLAR
BOND OFFERING

Goyal offers to infuse ₹250 cr in Jet

Ravindra Sonavane and
Nasrin Sultana

Bloomberg

n

formed.
The two sides are also locked in
disputes over Indian price caps
on imported US medical devices,
and e-commerce rules barring
companies from selling products
through firms in which they have
an equity interest.
Ross contended India’s push to
get foreign firms to store more of
their user data locally is a hindrance to trade, and said India’s
treatment of Walmart after its
acquisition of Flipkart was an
“important issue”.
“So the American companies

n
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MUMBAI: A Bollywood filmmaker
MUMBAI : Indian equity markets

fell to a near six-week low, tracking losses in global markets
spooked by escalation of trade
tensions between the US and
China.
The benchmark S&P BSE
Sensex fell 0.84% to close at
38,276.63 points, while the NSE
Nifty 50 index declined 0.87% to
end at 11,497.90 points. Both indices fell for the fifth consecutive
session, their longest-losing
streak since February, to end at a
level last seen on March 27.
Investors remained cautious
even as China confirmed its vicepremier would attend trade talks
in Washington this week, in a
sign that Beijing is battling to
keep negotiations on track after
the Donald Trump administration ratcheted up pressure with
plans to raise tariffs on Chinese
goods from Friday.
“The Indian markets have
been on shaky ground for the past
couple of days, driven by ambiguity associated with the US-China
trade negotiations and less-thaninspiring corporate earnings.
The election season is another
major variable that markets are
watching closely,” said Jagannadham Thunuguntla, senior
vice-president and head of
research (Wealth), Centrum
Broking Ltd. Investors are also
assessing the quality of earnings

n

The Sensex fell 0.84% to
close at 38,276.63 points.

HT

in the quarterly results season.
Early March quarter earnings
indicate that the Indian economy
has slowed and the much awaited
revival in earnings growth may
be delayed—developments that
are likely to deepen investor
unease about stock valuations
and a more than two-month-old
stocks rally.
Analysts are concerned that
the markets are likely to be volatile till the election results are
out.
The
National
Stock
Exchange’s (NSE) India VIX
index, which tracks investors’
perceptions of volatility has risen
21.3% so far in May, indicating
that the turbulence in equity
markets will continue. On Tuesday, the index stood at 26.47, the
highest in 44 months. India VIX
had risen 27.01% in April and is up
65.48% this year so far.
Bloomberg contributed to this
story.

that was spurned by credit investors several years ago is changing
the terms on a planned dollar
bond offering after money managers balked again, as signs of
caution in global debt markets
mount.
Eros International Plc is
tweaking its plan after holding
road shows last month, at a time
when investors have been inundated with dollar bond supply
and US-China trade tensions are
bringing more volatility to markets.
In a novel twist, the maker of
films with stars such as Priyanka
Chopra and Salman Khan now
plans to offer notes that will be
secured against its library of
more than 12,000 film titles available to global viewers via its platform Eros Now, after having
sought an unsecured structure
last month, the company said
when asked. It pulled a dollar
bond offering two years ago after
investors demanded higher
yields.
A surge in Asian dollar note
sales is testing investor appetite
after the market’s best rally in
years. Buyers of Indian firms’
overseas debt have also faced
issuance that has reached
records in 2019.
Last year, billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance Industries.
acquired a 5% stake in Eros.

Amazon casts itself as friend, not foe, of small biz
Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

SEATTLE: Amazon.com Inc.,

seeking to portray itself as a
job creator fueling smallbusiness innovation rather
than an out-of-control corporate beast that needs to be
tamed, said it helped momand-pop companies create 1.6
million jobs in 2018, up from
900,000 the year before.
The company released a
report on Tuesday, during
National Small Business
Week, for circulation to
elected officials as part of a
charm offensive aimed at
steering the conversation
away from its e-commerce
dominance and the damage

feedback@livemint.com

BEIJING: Efforts to end a US-China

HT Correspondents

J O B C R E AT O R

n

n

EXPORT BENEFITS US hints it may decide on GSP programme after elections

n

Amazon founder and CEO
Jeff Bezos.
REUTERS FILE

it’s inflicted on competition.
Almost 2 million small businesses partner with Amazon,
including authors who get
royalties on book sales, merchants that sell products on

its website and engineers who
build for the Alexa voice-activated platform, according to
the report.
“Amazon is inspired by the
type of courage and inventiveness that makes entrepreneurs tick,’ Jeff Wilke, Amazon’s retail chief, said in the
report.
Still, the company’s message is likely to be a tough sell
in Washington and US state
capitals. Amazon will capture
nearly half of the $600 billion
US shoppers spend online this
year, according to EMarketer
Inc. Chief executive officer
(CEO) Jeff Bezos has become
the world’s wealthiest man,
making his company a target
for a variety of social move-

ments decrying income inequality and the outsized
power of tech platforms. Senator and Democratic presidential hopeful Elizabeth
Warren has promised to
break up giants like Amazon,
and labour protests led the
company to cancel a planned
new headquarters location in
New York City.
In California, legislation
introduced last month by a
Berkeley state assemblywoman seeks to impose new
restrictions on how Amazon
operates its online store. If
Buffy Wicks, once nicknamed
‘Buffy the Walmart Slayer,’
has her way, the bill will help
push a national conversation
about Amazon.

Rhik Kundu
n

rhik.k@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Naresh Goyal, founder of
Jet Airways (India) Ltd, has
offered to infuse ₹250 crore of his
own funds into the grounded airline in a new twist to protracted
attempts to revive the Mumbaibased carrier.
In a letter addressed to Jet Airways’ employees on Monday,
Goyal said he had made the funds
available to the banks that now
control the airline.
Goyal, who stepped down from
the board and chairmanship of
Jet Airways in April, said he
would invest the funds from
Jetair Pvt. Ltd, a company that he
controls. Mint has reviewed a
copy of the letter.
“Since stepping down from our
respective positions, Neeta
(Goyal) and I have had no role at

IN A LETTER ADDRESSED
TO EMPLOYEES, GOYAL
SAID HE HAD MADE THE
FUNDS AVAILABLE TO
THE BANKS THAT NOW
CONTROL THE AIRLINE
Jet Airways after having made
every possible sacrifice and commitment to ensure that the best
interests of our Jet Airways family are served,” Goyal said in his
letter to employees, most of
whom have not received salaries
since January.
Mint had on April 14 reported
that Jetair had agreed to provide
the airline ₹250 crore as loan collateral, and had also considered
investing in the airline at an
extraordinary general meeting
on January 14.

Goyal’s latest attempt to placate the banks comes after they
rejected a potential bid by him in
April to retain control of the carrier citing non-eligibility conditions for an ongoing bidding process.
In March, Goyal was forced to
cede control of the airline he had
founded more than two decades
ago, after Jet Airways, saddled
with more than $1 billion in debt,
defaulted on payments to banks
and aircraft lessors. Jet Airways
eventually suspended operations
on April 17. The sudden grounding of Jet Airways, which was
once India’s largest private airline, has forced the Indian government to take steps to address
the shortage in flights and minimize disruptions in the domestic
civil aviation market. The government has since alloted slots of
Jet Airways at domestic airports

Piramal, CPPIB in tie-up for
India’s first renewable InvIT
Swaraj Singh Dhanjal
n

swaraj.d@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Piramal Enterprises

Ltd on Tuesday said it has
signed an agreement with
Canada’s largest pension fund
manager, Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board (CPPIB), to
co-sponsor India’s first renewable energy-focused infrastructure investment trust (InvIT).
Mint first reported the development on April 2.
The proposed InvIT will have
an initial targeted corpus of up
to $600 million with an option to
scale up further, Piramal said in
a regulatory filing. CPPIB and
Piramal will initially allocate
$360 million and $90 million,
respectively, to the corpus.
The InvIT would seek to
acquire up to 1.5-2 gigawatts
(GW) of stable and long-term
cash-generating renewable
assets, with a firm focus on
diversification of clients of both
solar and wind assets as well as
the customers of the electricity.
“We are pleased to partner
with CPPIB on the launch of the
first-ever InvIT in India,
focused on renewables. The
foundation of this partnership is
based on a shared ethos and values that leverage CPPIB’s global
track record of value creation in
the infrastructure space with
Piramal Enterprises’ long-term
strategy and goodwill in India,”
said Ajay Piramal, chairman,
Piramal Group.
“We are enthusiastic about
the opportunity as it is truly
scalable and continue to remain

to other airlines for a period of
three months to start new flights.
The consortium of banks has,
meanwhile, thrown open a bidding contest to find a new investor that is expected to be completed in the June quarter. Potential investors have until Friday to
submit their bids.
Separately, a group of minority shareholders and frequent flyers of Jet Airways have reached
out to SBI Capital Markets Ltd,
which is running the bidding
process, on April 25 to present a
proposal to lenders that would
revive the airline. In a letter
addressed to SBI Caps, Sankaran
Raghunathan said that Jet’s lenders should not entertain any
proposal or bid from any party
that sought haircut from banks
on the debt obligations of the airline, as that would result in a loss
for the banks.

Essar’s majority
shareholder
opposes Arcelor’s
₹42,000 cr bid
Tanya Thomas
n

tanya.t@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Essar Steel Asia Hold-

n

Ajay Piramal, chairman, Piramal Group.

committed to creating value for
our shareholders,” he added.
Both Piramal Enterprises
and CPPIB will act as co-sponsors of the proposed InvIT and
hold up to 75% of the units with
CPPIB holding up to 60% and
Piramal holding 15%.
The two co-sponsors will seek
to raise capital from other investors for the remaining 25%.
“The renewable energy sector is at an inflection point and is
witnessing significant consolidation, the pace of which is
likely to increase in the near
future. We believe that the timing is therefore opportune for
aggregating assets in this sector
given that the existing players
are willing sellers in light of a
constrained capital market
environment—both debt and
equity,” said Piramal.
This is the first truly neutral
“white-label” InvIT—led by a

MINT FILE

fiduciary and supported by
patient capital and strong corporate governance—that we
believe, can serve as a strong
catalyst for the sector as a
whole, he added.
The latest tie-up with CPPIB
adds to Piramal’s other ventures with marquee long-term
investors.
In February 2017, Piramal
entered into a strategic partnership with Ivanhoé Cambridge, a
real estate subsidiary of Caisse
de dépôt et placement du Québec, Canada’s second-largest
pension fund, to provide longterm equity capital to top residential developers across five
Indian cities.
In 2016, the company set up a
distressed asset investment
platform, along with private
equity firm Bain Capital Credit,
in order to invest $1 billion in
stressed assets.

ings Ltd (ESAHL), a shareholder
of Essar Steel Ltd, has alleged
that ArcelorMittal chairman
and chief executive officer, LN
Mittal, has suppressed vital facts
that would otherwise render him
ineligible to offer a buyout plan
for the distressed steel mill
under Section 29A of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). It also sought disqualification of ArcelorMittal’s bid for the
debt-laden company.
At a hearing of the resolution
plan for Essar Steel before the
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal on Tuesday,
ESAHL alleged that until
December 31, 2018, Mittal was a
shareholder of Navoday Consultants, which in turn was a
shareholder in certain companies run by his brothers Pramod
and Vinod Mittal, which had
defaulted on bank loans. Mittal’s
association with these companies would make him ineligible
as a bidder. In the previous affidavits submitted on behalf of
Mittal by Rajan Tandon, head of
L.N. Mittal’s family office, and
Sanjay Sharma, director of
ArcelorMittal India, Mittal had
said that since the family business was split in 1994, neither he
nor his company ArcelorMittal
had any shareholding in the
Indian firms run by his brothers.
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Chris Morris.
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SA PICK MORRIS
TO REPLACE
INJURED NORTJE
CAPE TOWN: South Africa have
called up all-rounder Chris Morris
for their cricket World Cup squad
after a hand injury ruled fast
bowler Anrich Nortje out of the
tournament, in the latest setback
for the injury-plagued side.
Nortje fractured his right thumb
while practising in the nets and
will need six to eight weeks to
make a full recovery, a media
statement from Cricket South
Africa confirmed on Tuesday.
Morris has not played an ODI
since February 2018, but is a
regular in the T20 set-up and is
well-regarded for his swing and
‘death bowling’. He can also be a
powerful lower-order batsman,
able to easily clear the boundary
ropes. Morris is currently playing
in IPL for Delhi Capitals.

Llong unlikely to be
removed from IPL final
NEW DELHI: English umpire Nigel
Llong could face the BCCI’s
scrutiny for allegedly damaging
the door of a stadium room after
an argument with Virat Kohli but
the Indian board is unlikely to
remove him as an official for the
IPL final on May 12. Llong reportedly lost his cool after being
confronted by RCB skipper Kohli
over a contentious no ball call
against SRH on Saturday in
Bengaluru. According to reports,
the ICC Elite Panel official kicked
the door of the umpires’ room
during the innings break and
damaged it. A BCCI official said
Llong might have some explaining to do but the matter will not
cost him his place in the IPL final.
Llong, it was learnt, paid for the
damage.

Umpire Aleem Dar
officiates in 200th ODI
DUBLIN: Aleem Dar, a member of
the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires,
officiated in his 200th ODI during
the Ireland tri-series match
between Bangladesh and West
Indies at the Castle Avenue on
Tuesday. The 50-year-old first
umpired in an ODI in 2000 when
he stood in a match between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Dar, who is
from Pakistan, has been part of
the ICC’s elite panel since 2004
and will be officiating in his fifth
World Cup during the upcoming
edition in England and Wales
from May 30 to July 14. His career
highlights include standing in two
Men’s World Cup finals — 2007
and 2011. He has also umpired in
125 Tests.

CLINICAL Three-time winners MI enter their fifth IPL final with six-wicket win, CSK to play Qualifier 2

n

n

CHENNAI: ChennaiSuperKingsgot
a taste of their own medicine, a
heavy dose at that, as Mumbai
Indians upstaged them at their
den for the second time this seasontosealaspotinthefinalofthe
Indian Premier League here on
Tuesday.
Throughout this IPL season,
theslow,treacherouspitchatthe
MAChidambaramStadiumwith
uneven bounce and sharp turn
hasdentedthereputationofafew
bignames.TheQualifier1played
outtoasimilarplotasCSKlostto
Mumbai Indians by six wickets.
If out of 120 legal deliveries, 50
are dot balls it reflects how the
batting side has been strangled.
The hosts, electing to bat, huffed
and puffed to 131/4 despite an
unbeaten fifth wicket stand of 66
off 48 balls between skipper MS
Dhoni (37*) and Ambati Rayudu
(42*). Mumbai reached 132/4 in
18.3overstoentertheIPLfinalfor
the fifth time, steered by Suryakumar Yadav’s (71no – 54b, 10x4)
second half-century of the season. CSK now face the winner of
the Eliminator, between Delhi
CapitalsandSRH,inVisakhapatnam on Friday.

EARLY SETBACK
When Dhoni came to bat in the
13th over, only 65 runs had been
scoredwiththetopfourbatsmen
out. If MI bowling was too hot to
handle, captain Rohit Sharma
spiced it up with changes in personnel. He used six different
bowlersinthefirsteightovers.In
fact, barring Jasprit Bumrah’s
two-over spell at the end, no one
got two overs in a row. All four
wicketsweresnaredbythethree
Mumbai spinners.
If Rohit’s plan was to unsettle
the hosts, he more than succeeded. What aided his side was
thetendencyoftheCSKbatsmen,
even Shane Watson and Suresh
Raina, to play across the line.
The slide began in the third
over.FafduPlessiswasdeceived
by the bounce of a Rahul Chahar
leg-break and his cut went
straighttosubstituteAnmolpreet
Singh at backward point. With
Raina and Watson together,

n

Surya Kumar Yadav played a patient knock of 71 not out off 54 balls with 10 fours to hold the Mumbai Indians batting together in their
Qualifier 1 against CSK on a slow Chepauk wicket that offered ample assistance to spinners. MI won by six wickets to enter the final.

much was expected. That the
pitch here is not conducive for
hitting should have been known
by now. The spinners extract
turn and need to be tackled with
skill. Still, in the fourth over,
Rainacould notresistthe urgeto
play against the spin off Jayant
Yadav and was caught by the
bowler, playing only his second
game of the season.
Two overs later, Watson mistimed playing against the spin
against Krunal Pandya to be
caught at mid-on. What CSK
needed at this point was a fast
push and that came with the
arrival of Dhoni, after Vijay was
stumped by Quinton de Kock off
Chahar. He ended the fans’ long
wait for a six in the 14th over by
Jayant. Rayudu too joined in the

charge. The two ensured no further damage was done and even
picked15offthepenultimateover
byLasithMalingatogetCSKpast
130. With CSK boasting of Harbhajan Singh, Imran Tahir and
RavindraJadeja,afightbackwas
expected.DeepakChaharsetitup
brilliantly by trapping Rohit
Sharma leg before off the second
ball of the innings.
Harbhajan then picked de
Kockin the fourthover.But CSK
fielders let them down. Murali
VijaydroppedSuryakumaron11,
and again the MI No 3 was let off
by Watson at first slip while batting on 53, off Ravindra Jadeja.
Not only did he complete his seventh IPL fifty, he was also
involved in an 80-run stand for
the3rdwicketwithIshanKishan.

BCCI

scorecard
n

R Sharma lbw Chahar 4 (2)

Chennai Super Kings

Du Plessis c sub b Chahar
6 (11)
S Watson c Jayant b Krunal 10 (13)
S Raina c & b Jayant
5 (7)
Vijay st de Kock b Chahar 26 (26)
A Rayudu not out
42 (37)
MS Dhoni not out
37 (29)

Q de Kock c du Plessis b Harbhajan
8 (12)

n Extras (lb 1, nb 3, w 1)

n Extras (lb 1, w 7)

n Total (for 4 wkts, 20 ovs)

5
131

S Yadav not out

71(54)

I Kishan b Tahir

28 (31)

Krunal c & b Tahir
Hardik not out

0 (1)
13 (11)

n Total (for 4 wkts, 18.3 ovs)

8
132

n FoW: 1-6, 2-12, 3-32, 4-65

n FoW: 1-4, 2-21, 3-101, 4-101

n Bowling: Malinga 3-0-26-0,
Krunal 4-0-21-1, R Chahar 4-0-14-2,
Jayant 3-0-25-1, Bumrah 4-0-31-0,
Hardik 2-0-13-0.

n Bowling: D Chahar 3.3-0-30-1,

n

Mumbai Indians

Harbhajan 4-0-25-1, Jadeja
4-0-18-0, Bravo 3-0-25-0, Tahir
4-0-33-2.
Mumbai won by 6 wkts

many individual battles that
decidetheIPLEliminatorhereon
Wednesday, the most absorbing
is likely to be in the middle overs
withDelhiCapitalsbatting,when
Rishabh Pant is pitted against
Sunrisers Hyderabad’s spin
attack led by Rashid Khan.
Pant, despite having the
license to go all out and having
squandered his wicket on more
thanoneoccasiondoingthatthis
season, buckled down in the last
league match against Rajasthan
Royalstoseehisteam through to
victory with a determined halfcentury. Although it came in the
face of a small target, the
approach was a marked change
from what he has done, and is
assigned to do -- attack.
Capitals coach Ricky Ponting
spokeaboutPant’sroleontheeve
of the RR match. “He has to play
with complete freedom. Sometimes, with players like him and
Adam Gilchirst that I captained
aswell,youhavetotakealittlebit
ofbad.Youunderstandthatwhen
they play well you win, sometimes they’ll make mistakes as
well,” he said.
The 21-year old keeper-batsman’s season, hit by debate over
his non-selection in the World
Cup squad, has been a rollercoaster affair. With the Cup
squadannouncedduringtheIPL,
there was scrutiny over his
approach, if he was an inningsbuilderatNo4–themostdebated
slot in the Indian ODI team–or
one who goes all out to finish the
job quickly.
A couple of blistering knocks
of 70-plus saw DC coast to victories. But there were many occasions when he got out, like in the
penultimateleaguegameagainst
CSKwhenheholedouttolongoff
despite DC having made a flying
startinchaseofa gettabletarget.
Against KKR at home, the shot
that led to his dismissal was seen
as key to pushing the game into
Super Over after Capitals had
been in control.
ThereadingoftheVisakhapatnamwicket,whichhasn’thosted
an IPL game in three years, will
be crucial. There has been talk
that it will be batting-friendly.

Gayle named vice-captain for Cup
Indo-Asian News Service
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DUBLIN : Chris Gayle has been

8.00pm: DC v SRH, live
on Star Sports 1, SS1 HD,
SS 2, SS2 HD
ENG V PAK

5.30pm: 1st ODI, live on
Sony Six & Six HD
WOMEN’S T20
CHALLENGE

3.30pm: Trailblazers v
Velocity, live on Star
Sports 1, SS1 HD

FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE

12.30am (THU): Ajax v
Tottenham, Semi-final leg
2, live on Sony Ten 2 & Ten
2HD

TENNIS
ATP 1000

3.30pm: Madrid Open,
live on Sony ESPN
n

Chris Gayle will retire from ODIs after World Cup.

GETTY IMAGES

named vice captain of West
Indies for the upcoming ODI
World Cup slated to be held in
England and Wales from May 30.
Gayle, a former captain who
last led West Indies in ODIs in
June 2010, will be deputy to
Jason Holder in what is set to be
his final ODI tournament.
“It is always an honour to represent the West Indies in any format and this World Cup for me is
special. As a senior player it is
my responsibility to support the
captain and everyone else in the
team,” Gayle said.
“This will probably be the biggest World Cup, so there will be
greatexpectationsandIknowwe
will do very well for the people of
the West Indies,” he added.
Gayle is not a part of the West
Indies team currently playing
tri-nation series in Ireland. He,
however, has been firing for
Kings XI Punjab in IPL , with 490
runs from 13 matches.
Gayle is set to retire from

ODIs after the World Cup. The
left-hander has 10,151 runs in 289
ODIs with career-best of 215,
against Zimbabwe during the
2015 edition.
Meanwhile, Shai Hope, who
made acareer-best170 andadded
a record opening stand of 365
with John Campbell in the opening game against Ireland on Sunday, has been named as the vice
captain for the ongoing series.
The 25-year-old wicket-keeper-batsman was named deputy
for the ODI Series which started
on Sunday and runs until May
18. He played his 50th match for
West Indies on Sunday and has
so far scored 1,947 runs.
“It’s a tremendous honour to
be appointed vice captain for this
series here in Ireland. Ahead of
this tournament I was asked to
take on this role and I was happy
to accept. Anything I’m asked to
do for West Indies cricket I’m
always happy and willing to put
my hand up, so this is great,”
Hope said.
West Indies will open this
year’s campaign against Pakistan at Trent Bridge on May 31.

Australia keep India date in packed schedule
MELBOURNE: Australia’s international schedule will stretch into
late-March for the first time in 41
years in 2020 after the country’s
cricket board was unable to cut a
dealwithIndiatomoveaone-day
tour.
CricketAustraliahadhopedto
host New Zealand in an ODI
series in January but Aaron
Finch’s team will instead travel
to the subcontinent after India’s
boarddeclinedtoshifttheirhome
series.
That has pushed the threematch New Zealand series back
to the middle of March, with the
final ODI in Hobart on March 20
making it the latest finish to a
home international schedule
since Australia hosted Pakistan
for a Test in Perth in 1979.
“CA took the position that
while January was our preferencefortheseODImatchesthere

khurram.habib@htlive.com

VISAKHAPATNAM: While there’ll be
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Pant, Rashid
battle adds spice
to Eliminator

SuryatakesMumbaiintofinal
afterbowlerschokeChennai

todayontv
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are times we need to honour our
commitments to work in the
greater context of international
cricket scheduling,” CA’s Peter
Roach said.
“We evaluated different
options for an alternative and
saw the most value in the March
opportunity to extend our windowinthetraditionalcricketseason.”
TheGabbareturnsasvenueof
theopeningTestofthesummerin
a two-match series against Pakistan from Nov. 21.
Last summer, the Brisbane
groundwassnubbedasoneofthe
venues for the marquee Test
seriesagainstIndiaandrelegated
to a January Test match venue
fortheshortSriLankatour.Adelaide Oval will host the second
andfinalTestagainstPakistan,a
day-night match, from Nov. 29.
Australia also host New Zealand in a day-night Test at Perth
Stadium from Dec. 12, before the
three-match series moves to the

Melbourne Cricket Ground for
the traditional Boxing Day Test
and to Sydney in the New Year.
In a tweak to the usual daynight scheduling, the Perth Test
will start at 1 p.m. local time and
finish at 8 p.m. to cater to Australia’sdominantTVaudienceinthe
east of the country.
It will also have the longer
40-minutelunchbreakatthefirst
interval,whiletheAdelaidepink
ballTestwillcontinuetohavethe
20-minute tea break between the
firstandsecondsessionswiththe
longer “dinner” break in the
evening.
The international summer
opens in late-October with backto-back three-match T20 series
against Sri Lanka and Pakistan.
Women’sinternationalcricket
willalsoplayaprominentroleas
Australia play a T20 tri-series
against England and India from
late-January in the leadup to
hosting the women’s T20 World
Cup from Feb. 21.

n

Australia confirmed they will tour India in January for a one-day
series after BCCI refused to change the original schedule.
GETTY
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Rishabh Pant
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HEAD TO HEAD
Sunrisers
Hyderabad

Delhi
Capitals

9

5
Total
matches

14

ThatshouldcheeruptheCapitals
camp as the track they struggled
most on this season was Ferozeshah Kotla, their home base. It
was slow, making it tougher for
stroke-players like Shikhar
Dhawan, a former SRH player,
Prithvi Shaw and Pant.
Rashidhasbeenonthemoney
almost everywhere despite not
taking as many wickets as he
would have liked. Though 15 is
low considering he took 21 last
season, he has conceded runs at
less than seven an over.
The worry for Sunrisers skipper Kane Williamson, however,
would be that his performance
hastaperedoff.Inthreeofthelast
five matches, he has gone for
morethansevenanoverwithtwo
ofhismostexpensivespellscominginthisphase–11anoverinthe
last league match vs RCB and
against CSK on April 23.
SRHwillhavetobankonbowling well as openers Jonny Bairstow and David Warner, their
drivingforceintheleaguephase,
left IPL to build up for the World
Cup. They will look for early
wickets, probably by bowling
upfront a spinner who can hold
back a bit of pace to unsettle the
DC stroke-players.

Conflict row will
keep players from
joining BCCI apex
body, says official
HT Correspondent
n

n

Jofra Archer during a nets session in London on Tuesday

REUTERS

Archer gets Root’s
backing for Ashes
Agencies
n
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LONDON: Joe Root believes Jofra

Archer could find himself in
Ashes action against Australia
this season even though the
England fast bowler has yet to
play Test cricket.
Thisweek hasseen theBarbados-bornpacemangiveaglimpse
of his ability while making his
one-dayinternationalandTwenty20 debuts for England after
completing a three-year residency qualification period.
In particular, his ability to
bowl 90mph yorkers as well as
deceptive off-cutters has caught
the eye of Root, England’s Test
captain.
Archer, who has impressed
previouslyinTwenty20franchise
competitions such as the Indian
Premier League, will continue
with his late bid to gain a place in
tournament hosts England’s
squad for the 50-over World Cup
when a five-match ODI series
againstPakistanstartsinLondon
at The Oval on Wednesday.
But Root reckons Archer’s
game could be suited to the Test
arena as well, even though the
24-year-old has played in a mere
28-first-classmatchessincemaking his Sussex debut in 2016.
“I’m looking at everyone with
an eye towards the Ashes,” Root
said when asked about Archer’s
chances of playing Test cricket.
“Anyonethat’sintheshakeup
for it, naturally you will.
“Sub-consciously you are
alwayslookingatcountycricket,

around the squad, who’s in good
formandwho’splayingwell.Who
couldpotentiallybeagoodoption
for the Ashes squad in future.
“Youcanseethevalueofwhat
he (Archer) could bring to a side,
thatextrabitofzip,andhemakes
things happen.”
TheYorkshirebatsmanadded:
“He’s someone that wants to get
into the game and try and make
things happen and that’s a great
quality to have on this stage.
“It will be interesting to see
how he goes in the next few
games.”
Archer has found himself in
the eye of a storm not of his own
making after the England and
Wales Cricket Board decided to
cut their residency qualification
periodfromsevenyearstothree.
But Root was keen to emphasise Archer’s quality as a cricketer. “It’s exciting to see another
optiontoaddtowhatisagrowing
bowling group, with the experience that we have in the two senior guys (James Anderson and
Stuart Broad) and guys like
Woody(MarkWood)putting ina
performance like he did in that
last Test match (in the West
Indies),” he said.
Rootsaiditwasnicetogetoffto
a winning start against Pakistan
in the one-off T20I and was
delighted seeing the crux of the
team together.
“It’s exciting to see the crux of
the squad together and to start
the journey of the summer. I
know this is a different format,
butthemajorityofthesquadwill
be around for the 50-over stuff.”

sportm@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Sachin Tendulkar,
Sourav Ganguly and VVS Laxmanbeingdraggedintoaconflict
of interest controversy could
deterformerplayersfromacceptingrolesintheBCCI,aboardofficial said on Tuesday.
BCCIropedinthethreetoform
theCricketAdvisoryCommittee,
but complaints claim they are in
conflict because of their roles
withIPLteams.Thestalwartsare
upsetwithhowtheissuehasbeen
handled.TherewasnocommunicationfromseniorBoardofficials
or theCommittee ofAdministrators (CoA).
There’s hope once the Justice
Lodha Committee reforms are
implemented, things will
improve. The new statute
requires two ex-players (male
andfemale)fromthecricketplayers association (to be formed) to
be part of the all-powerful apex
council, which will take all decisions in BCCI. However, it
remains to be seen whether any
topplayerwillagreetobeapartof
the apex council. A senior Board
officialpointsoutthatapexcouncil members will be bound by a
strict conflict clause, which may
bar top players from taking up
any other assignment — joining
an IPL team, doing commentary
or running an academy. “So
mostly mid-level cricketers may
bewillingtojointheapexcouncil
forthreeyears,”the officialsaid.
The cricketers’ association
will have two votes, one for their
ownexecutivecommitteeandthe
othertochoosetheirrepresentatives for the apex panel. “For the
EC members, conflict of interest
won’t be so rigid and the cricketers can pursue other careers,”
said the official.
Former cricketers who are
part of Cricket Australia’s main
bodyareallowedtopursueother
interests.WhenMarkTaylorwas
inCA’sboard,hecontinuedtodo
commentary. Mark Waugh too
was selector and TV commentator simultaneously.
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Son back to spur Tottenham
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MASTER AND COMMANDER

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE After losing the first leg 0-1 to Ajax, Pochettino urges his boys to seize their opportunities
Agence France-Presse
n
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LONDON: Mauricio Pochettino
has challenged Tottenham to
seize their unexpected chance to
make history as they try to overturn a 1-0 deficit against Ajax in
the Champions League semi-final second leg on Wednesday.
Pochettino is convinced Tottenham can still reach the club’s
maiden Champions League
final despite losing the first leg
in north London last week.
Many pundits and fans claim
Tottenham have blown their
opportunity after Donny van de
Beek’s strike gave Ajax a priceless lead to defend in Amsterdam.
Tottenham go into their biggest game for decades on a low
note after losing 1-0 at Bournemouth on Saturday, a defeat
that stopped them wrapping up
a place in next season’s Champions League via a top-four finish
in the Premier League.
It was a third successive loss
in all competitions for Tottenham, who finished with nine
men after red cards for Son
Heung-min and Juan Foyth.
Fortunately for Tottenham,
they are still all but certain to
finish at least fourth after Arsenal and Manchester United
were both held to draws on Sunday.
Tottenham are three points
clear of fifth-placed Arsenal
heading into their last league
game of the season against Ever-

TOTTENHAM GO INTO
THEIR BIGGEST GAME
FOR DECADES ON A LOW
NOTE AFTER LOSING 1-0
AT BOURNEMOUTH
ton on Sunday and a draw will
be enough to ensure their
return to Europe’s elite club
competition.
But before that Tottenham,
trying to reach their first European final since the 1984 UEFA
Cup, have to focus on the challenge presented by Ajax’s
vibrant young side.
Having already eliminated
Real Madrid and Juventus this
season, Ajax showed their vast
potential against Tottenham in
the first leg and should have
been further ahead after Van de
Beek’s opener.
Tottenham improved slightly
in the second half, but largely
looked toothless without the
suspended Son and injured top
scorer Harry Kane.
Crucially, Pochettino will
have Son back from his ban for
the second leg and the South
Korea forward should give his
team a far more dynamic look.
‘MASSIVE WEEK’
Pochettino remained upbeat
despite the frustration of losing
to Nathan Ake’s last-minute
goal at Bournemouth, and the
Tottenham manager hopes his
confident attitude transfers to

his players against Ajax.
“We have ahead two ‘finals’
against Ajax and Everton and
it’s in our hands to be in a good
position at the end of the season,” Pochettino said.
Although Tottenham will
know they have missed a golden
opportunity to reach the final if
they don’t succeed in the second
leg, Pochettino is adamant his
players have done more than
enough already to make him
proud of their efforts this term.
Hamstrung by playing most
of their home games at Wembley
before finally moving to their
new stadium and without a
signing for the last two transfer
windows due to the cost of that
£1 billion arena, Pochettino’s
work this season deserves
praise.
Pochettino isn’t satisfied with
merely competing with the big
guns and has already called on
Tottenham chairman Daniel
Levy to give him the funds
required to turn them from contenders to champions.
But, while the Argentine is
yet to win a major trophy in his
managerial career, he has
steered Tottenham to the brink
of major success with his deft
handling of a tricky situation.
“No-one believed we’d be in
this position in the last week of
the competition,” Pochettino
said. “We are in a position
where it depends on us to be in
the (Champions League) final or
not and then it depends on us to
finish in the top four.”

n

US President Donald Trump presents Tiger Woods with the Presidential Medal of Freedom during
a ceremony in the White House on Monday.
AFP

Kipchoge to skip Doha worlds
Agence France-Presse
n
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NAIROBI: Marathon great Eliud

Kipchoge will skip the World
Championships in Doha as he
prepares for another tilt at breaking the event’s mythical two-hour
barrier.
Geoffrey Kirui instead heads
up the Kenyan men’s quintet
announced Tuesday while twotime title holder Edna Kiplagat

n

leads the women’s quartet for the
Doha worlds, scheduled for Sept
27-Oct 6. However, newlycrowned London marathon
women’s winner Brigid Kosgei,
was among the top names not
included in the nine-runner
squad announced by Athletics
Kenya. Kiplagat returns for her
fifth consecutive World Championships. She has form at the
Worlds, having led a historic Kenyan clean sweep in the 2011

Worlds in South Korea.
Men’s Olympic champion Kipchoge had asked to be excluded
because the Doha meet clashes
with a special race in which the
Olympic champion will try and
break the two-hour marathon
barrier.
Kipchoge went close to smashing the barrier when he came in
25 seconds off the mark in a staged
race around Italy’s Monza race
circuit in 2017.

Tottenham Hotspur will have striker Son Heung-min back for the
second leg of the Champions League semi-final against Ajax after
being suspended for the first leg.
GETTY

Ajax on the brink
of historic final
Agence France-Presse
n
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AMSTERDAM: There are few clubs
with a history to match that of
Ajax, but they are in the process
of writing a new chapter in
Amsterdam with Erik ten Hag
taking them to within sight of a
first treble since the days of
Johan Cruyff.
On Sunday, Ten Hag’s spellbinding team secured the first
leg as they beat Willem II 4-0 to
win the Dutch Cup.
The battle with PSV Eindhoven for the Eredivisie title
resumes this weekend, and by
then Ajax could be through to
their first Champions League
final since 1996.
They take a 1-0 lead into their
semi-final second leg against
Tottenham Hotspur on Wednesday, with young stars like Matthijs de Ligt, Frenkie de Jong and
Donny van de Beek mesmerising Europe on a run that has
already seen them defeat Real
Madrid and Juventus.
Those players have dominated the headlines, but the
work done by the 49-year-old
Ten Hag has been remarkable,
and entirely in keeping with his
progress up until now.
His career as a player was
unremarkable by comparison,
with the 2001 Dutch Cup the only
major trophy he won on the
field. The midfielder captained
Twente to victory on penalties
against PSV Eindhoven. “He
was the captain, he led by example and he always had a lot of
confidence,” Scott Booth, who
played in that Twente side, said.
Booth, a former Scotland
striker, scored in the penalty
shoot-out that day. He remembers Ten Hag as “not international class, but a very good club
player”. “He was loyal to the
club and to his teammates, he
loved the game and he loved
talking about the game.”
Ten Hag was close to Fred
Rutten, his coach at Twente, and
after ending his playing career
aged just 32, he later became
Rutten’s assistant at PSV.

›

To work at a club
as big as Bayern
with strong characters
like Guardiola or Sammer
was like winning
the lottery.
ERIK TEN HAG, Ajax manager

TEN HAG TIME IN
BAVARIA COINCIDED
WITH GUARDIOLA’S
FIRST TWO YEARS AS
BAYERN COACH
GUARDIOLA SCHOOL
Prior to that, though, he had a
spell as an assistant to Steve
McClaren at Twente, helping
lay the groundwork for the
Englishman to go on and win a
first ever Dutch title with them
in 2010.
These days, Ten Hag’s playing style draws comparisons to
Pep Guardiola. “When we lose
the ball, we must win it back
immediately,” goalkeeper
Andre Onana said. “He is
focused on that, he is always
telling us that if we have control
of the ball, we have the ability to
push back any opponent.”
In his first season as a coach
in his own right, Ten Hag won
promotion with Go Ahead
Eagles, but he left them for a
job with Bayern Munich’s
reserve side in the German
fourth tier.
His time in Bavaria coincided
with Guardiola’s first two years
as Bayern coach. “I still remember very well that when I quit
the Eredivisie to go and coach in
the German Regionalliga, lots of
people in the Netherlands were
sceptical,” he said.
“I never regretted that decision. To work at a club as big
as Bayern, with strong characters like Pep Guardiola
or (sporting director) Matthias
Sammer was like winning
the lottery.”

htclassifieds
EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

TEACHERS REQUIRED for Akal

I KAMALPREET Singh S/o Randhir

Academy Dakra Sahib, Near Raipur
Rani, Akal Academy Holi, Near M.M
University Mullana, Barara, and for
Akal Academy Manoli Surat, Distt.
Mohali for Kindergarten, English,
Social Science, Science, Sports (PTI)
and. Fluency in English is must.
Eligibility: Graduation/ Post
Graduation in required stream.
Transport facility available. B.Ed is
compulsory. Salary: 15,000 to
20,000. Walk in interview Test:
Sharp 10:30 am only: Gurudwara
Saheed Baba Deep Singh Ji, Ichaa
Poorak Dham, Near Village
Devinagar, G.T. Road, Ambala City
(98720-18459) on 11.05.2019.

REQUIREMENT OF female
English teacher and arts Teacher for
parttime. What'sapp only.
9877931112.

PUBLIC NOTICES
IT IS informed that I Saugat Rana D/o
Rajinder Rana R/o H.No. 1137/4,
Harnam Nagar, Model Town,
Ludhiana have misplace the
certificate of 10th Class, Roll No.
2260219, Guru Nanak International
Public School Model Town Ludhiana
of year 2016-17, of CBSC Board,
Concern noted.

Singh R/o # 1198 Sector 15-B
Chandigarh have changed my name
from Kamalpreet Singh to
Kamalpreet Singh Badwal.

I, BAKUL Vaikunthrai Upadhyay, S/o
Vaikunthrai Revashanker Upadhyay,
R/o H.No. 2, Savita Park, Valasana
Road, Idar, Sabarkantha, Gujarat,
India, declares here that I have
changed my name from Bakul
Upadhyay to Bakul Vaikunthrai
Upadhyay. All concerned may note.

THE FIELD executive of recovery
agency chamber of law autorized
from HDFC Bank Lost the used
receipt No. C 46488701 to
C 46488707, unused C 46488708 to
46488710. Anybody find it may
Contact. 9317782414.

I JASWINDER Singh S/o Joginder
Singh R/o Ropar Road, Machhiwara,
Tehsil Samrala, Distt. Ludhiana,
Punjab have changed my minor
son's name from Sukhpreet Singh to
Sukhpreet Singh Deol.

I, MEHAK D/o Munish Jain R/o
H.No. 30, Surya Vihar, Rishi Nagar,
Ludhiana have changed my name
from Mehak to Mehak Jain.
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Tearful captain Godin announces
departure from Atletico Madrid

Top Bulgarian club
expelled over
fixing claims

FAREWELL Uruguayan to leave top Spanish club after spending nine years in which he made 381 appearances

SOFIA:Vereya have been expelled
from the top flight of Bulgarian
football after repeated warnings
from the sport’s European governing body UEFA over suspected match-fixing, the Bulgarian Football Union (BFU) said on
Tuesday.
The BFU said it made the
move after receiving new alerts
from UEFA’s integrity office in
recent months, despite fining
Vereya 5,000 levs ($2,858) over
potential match manipulation in
February.
Vereya owner Galin Mihaylov
said the club would appeal the
BFU ruling and hold a news conference on Thursday.
The Stara Zagora-based club,
founded in 2001 and currently
sitting bottom of the league, will
play in the Balkan country’s second division next season, the
BFU said. Vereya finished sixth
in the top division last season.
“The BFU received signals
from UEFA for unregulated
financing of Vereya by Chinese
citizens associated with international trade unions for manipulation of football matches in
Europe and the world, as well as
citizens of the former CIS (the
Commonwealth of Independent
States of 11 ex-Soviet states)
investigated for manipulation of
football matches,” BFU said.

›
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I am Atletico, because
this is not a club, it’s a
family and a way of life. It
has been my home and it’s
very hard to say goodbye. I
never imagined this
moment would come, and I
am not prepared.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MADRID:Atletico Madrid captain
Diego Godin announced on Tuesday that he will leave the club at
the end of the season.
Godin has been one of the best
central defenders in the world
under Atletico coach Diego Simeone, who attended an emotional
press conference at the Wanda
Metropolitano, along with several players and president
Enrique Cerezo.
The 33-year-old would not
confirm his next club but indicated regret at not being able to
agree a new contract.
“I’m nervous, even more than
for a match,” said a tearful
Godin. “These will be my final
days at Atletico Madrid. I want to
communicate all the love I have
for this club, this shirt.
“I am Atletico, because this is
not a club, it’s a family and a way
of life. It has been my home and
it’s very hard to say goodbye. I
never imagined this moment
would come and I am not prepared.”
Godin has made 381 appearances for Atletico and remains a
key figure in the team, but the
Uruguayan has rejected offers to

DIEGO GODIN, Atletico captain

n

Since joining Atletico from Villarreal in 2010, Diego Godin has won La Liga, the Copa del Rey and the
REUTERS
Europa League twice. He also reached the Champions League final in 2014 and 2016.

extend his contract, which
expires on June 30.
He is unlikely to be the last
high-profile player to leave
Atletico this summer.
After a disappointing season,
Lucas Hernandez has already
agreed to join Bayern Munich,
while uncertainty hangs over
the futures of Filipe Luis, Juan-

fran, Thomas Partey, Saul
Niguez and even Antoine Griezmann.
“In short, I am captain of the
team and have been here many
years,” said Godin. “We have not
reached an agreement to continue so my time here is over. It
has been the best of my career
and my life.”

Godin added: “I would like to
play here until I’m 40 but it’s
impossible. For me the priority
has always been the club, the
team, my teammates.
“But we could not reach an
agreement so I have decided to
leave. There’s nothing more to it
than that.”
Since joining Atletico from

Villarreal in 2010, Godin has won
La Liga, the Copa del Rey and the
Europa League twice. He also
reached the Champions League
final in 2014 and 2016. Atletico
lost both to Real Madrid.
The timing of the announcement means Atletico’s fans can
bid Godin farewell at their last
home game of the season, against
Sevilla on Sunday.
“As a kid I dreamed of playing
football, playing for Uruguay,
playing in Europe and being a big
player,” Godin said.
“But I never thought I’d be at a
stadium like this with the fans
cheering my name. There is
nothing better than that.”

Reuters
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

Injured player turns coach, guides friends to success
Press Trust of India
n
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NEWDELHI:With the national team

n

Saurav Ghosal (L) with friend and coach Harinder Pal Sandhu.

AFP

without a head coach for more
than a year, Indian stars Saurav
Ghosal and Joshna Chinappa
had to rely on injured teammate
Harinder Pal Sandhu for coaching advice en route their historic
triumph at the Asian Individual
Squash Championship in Kuala
Lumpur.
Sandhu, who is an active
player and Ghosal’s best friend,
was sitting courtside when the
10th-ranked Indian outplayed
the reigning Asian Games champion Leo Au in straight games to
become the first male from India
to win the continental title on

Bajrang goes down fighting at
‘Beat The Streets’ competition
Agencies
n

BAJRANG BECAME
THE FIRST INDIA TO
BE SELECTED BY THE
AMERICAN GOVERNING
BODY FOR THE
TOURNAMENT

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jakarta Asian Games

gold medallist, wrestler Bajrang
Punia, lost to Yianni Diakomihalis in the 65kg category in the
2019 ‘Beat The Streets’ competition at the Madison Square Garden in New York on Monday.
Bajrang, who became the first
India to be selected by the American governing body for the prestigious tournament, gave a tough
fight to the two-time US national
champion before losing 10-8.
HARIKRISHNA WINS
MALMO, SWEDEN: Grandmaster
Pentala Harikrishna gave an
endgame lesson to young Grandmaster GM Nihal Sarin to stay in

n

Bajrang Punia.

PTI

joint lead after the completion of
the fourth round of the TePe
Sigeman & Co. chess tournament
here. Harikrishna had the white
pieces and in an Anti-Sveshnikov variation, Nihal equalised
from the opening. However, Harikrishna always had a nagging
edge, mainly stemming from his
bishop pair.

Nihal defended carefully and
precisely and held the balance
for most of the game, but this
came at the cost of time. The critical moment came two moves
before the time control when
Nihal made an error and lost.
English Grandmaster Gawain
Jones to overpowered Croatian
No 1 Ivan Saric. Jones and Harikrishna jointly lead the tournament with three points.

Sunday. But this time, Sandhu
was not sitting as a teammate but
as the ‘official’ coach travelling
with the squad.
Though Sandhu, who is recovering from a serious back injury,
did really well for a makeshift
arrangement, national coach
Cyrus Poncha did not travel for
one of the most important events
of the year.
However, the scenario is not
new in Indian squash as the players had to bank on each other’s
advice during the Asian Games
last year, creating an embarrassing situation for travelling support staff comprising Poncha
and Bhuvneshwari Kumari.
When asked why Poncha did
not travel to Kuala Lumpur,

especially when the team doesn’t
have a foreign coach since
March 2018, Indian squash federation (SRFI) president Debendranath Sarangi was clueless.
“National coach Poncha was
very much with the team,” Sarangi said.
However, the players, including Ghosal confirmed they had
not seen Poncha during the competition.
Poncha, who was conspicuous
by his absence in Malaysia, had
said last month that SRFI had
decided to rope in foreign
coaches on an event-to-event
basis rather than having a fulltime, which is the norm in most
Indian sports federations.
A foreign expert was supposed

to travel with the contingent to
Kuala Lumpur but Sarangi said
he is still awaiting sports ministry’s approval on the appointment. “There are elections going
on in the country and the government is busy. We hope to get the
sanction in the next couple of
weeks and when the next event
comes, there will be a foreign
coach travelling with the
squad,” said the SRFI chief.
Ghosal and Chinappa, arguably the finest players to have
come out of India, produced their
A game to beat their highly rated
opponents. Chinappa defended
the women’s singles crown by
beating long-time rival Annie Au
for the first time since September 2017.

Gymnasts in the
lurch as SAI,
federation feud
Navneet Singh
n

navneet.singh@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Differences between

the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) and the Gymnastics Federation of India (GFI) have left a
10-member Indian team waiting
for government clearance for
the Asian Championships in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia from
June 19-23.
A similar stalemate before
the World Cups in Baku (March
14-17) and Doha (March 20-23)
had resulted in only two gymnasts each getting the nod at the
last minute.
The federation had on April
24 written to SAI to give
approval for trials and team
selection as the May 17 deadline
for sending names of athletes to
the tournament organisers was
approaching. However, SAI has
not replied, leaving GFI in a fix.
“There is no response (from
SAI),” says Narinder Mor, the
GFI vice-president.
“The event will be good preparation ahead of the World
Championships in Stuttgart,
Germany from October 4. We
have apprised the government
of the significance of the Asian
meet.”
Gymnast Yogeshwar Singh,
ranked No 1 in India, says the
situation is confusing. “SAI con-

ducted trials for selecting probables for the national camp on
April 12-13 but did not release
the names of selected gymnasts.
“Now, GFI is planning its own
trial-cum-selection for the
Asian Championships as it does
not recognise the trials conducted by SAI. Don’t know
which way things are heading,”
says Singh.
The GFI was derecognised by
the government in 2012 for not
complying with the age and tenure clause in the National
Sports Code.
However, it enjoys the recognition of the world gymnastics
body (FIG), which has mandated it to select the teams for
international tournaments.
Sports secretary, Radhey
Shyam Julaniya, says “Some
federations do not follow proper
procedure, which could be the
reason for the delay (in clearance). Teams will be cleared
only on merit. We will also take
into account the current performance of the players,” he
added.
“In case the government
doesn’t give the nod, the federation will ask players to shell out
~2 lakh each for the trip. It’s
expensive but I will give it a
thought as I don’t want to miss
the Asian Championships,”
says Singh.

Milan back in CL race
after Bologna win
MILAN: AC Milan revived their
Champions League hopes with a
2-1 win over Bologna on Monday
as tempers flared with three
players sent off and a bust-up
between French midfielder Tiemoue Bakayoko and coach Gennaro Gattuso on the sidelines.
Gattuso’s side move back into
fifth place —three points behind
Atalanta who occupy the final
Champions League berth — with
three games left to play this season. Milan had dropped out of the
European places after a draw
against Parma and loss to Torino
but now move level on points

with Roma who are sixth.
Champions Juventus and second-placed Napoli are assured of
Champions League football next
season but the battle for the final
two berths remains tight with
Inter Milan on 63 points, followed by Atalanta (62), AC Milan
(59), Roma (59) and Torino (57).
Spanish winger Suso opened
for Milan on 37 minutes with the
game springing to life in the second half with Fabio Borini tapping in the second on 67 minutes.
Bologna’s Mattia Destro
pulled one back on 72 minutes.
AFP

DJOKOVIC
DESTROYS FRITZ
IN SOLID START
Agencies
n
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MADRID: Novak Djokovic needed

just 65 minutes to make a winning
start at the Madrid Open on Tuesday, hammering Taylor Fritz 6-4,
6-2 to reach the third round. The
top seed and world No 1 broke
three times as he schooled the
American. Djokovic won the
Madrid title in 2011 and 2016. He
will be chasing a fourth straight
Grand Slam trophy at Roland
Garros next month.
Third seed Roger Federer was
making his clay return after two
full seasons off the surface when
he faced Frenchman Richard
Gasquet later in the second round
after a bye.

Kompany keeps Man City on course

›
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It’s not about the
amount of goals you
score, it’s about when you
score them. Today it was
necessary.
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MANCHESTER: Manchester City

manager Pep Guardiola led the
tributes to Vincent Kompany
after the Belgian’s thunderous
strike earned a nervy 1-0 win
over Leicester City on Monday
to move the English champions
to within one win of retaining
the Premier League.
City moved back one point
clear of Liverpool despite not
being at their fluent best as centre-back Kompany unleashed a
long-range shot into the top corner 20 minutes from time.
Guardiola’s men will become
the first side in a decade to
retain the title at Brighton on
Sunday as long as they match or
better the Reds’ result at home
to Wolves.
Kompany, who has endured
terrible luck with injuries over
recent years, was in tears as he
led a lap of honour with his children to mark City’s final home
game of the season and may
have played for the last time at
the Etihad with his contract
expiring at the end of the campaign.
“There are players that help
us to be where we are right
now,” said Guardiola. “Vincent
is one of them.
“When is fit he is an incredible central defender. He is
beloved, he is a leader. I’m
happy for him, for the club, for
everybody.”
After edging past Newcastle

VINCENT KOMPANY, City captain

n

Vincent Kompany vies for the ball with Leicester’s Ben Chilwell.

3-2 on Saturday night, Liverpool, who have not won the
league since 1990, were left
praying that former manager
Brendan Rodgers could do them
a favour at the Etihad.
Leicester’s marked improvement since Rodgers took charge
in February was on show in an
impressive display from the visitors as City were made to sweat
but just got over the line for a
vital three points.
And Guardiola admitted he
had urged Kompany not to shoot
as he lined up his first goal from
outside the box since he was
playing for Hamburg in 2007.
“It’s not about the amount of

GETTY

goals you score it’s about when
you score them. Today it was
necessary,” said Kompany.
“Every step in the last four
months was significant. Liverpool keep making the steps
and now we have a final to play
in Brighton, Nothing is won
yet.”
City have now won 13 consecutive league games to overhaul
a seven-point deficit at the top of
the table in January and Guardiola claimed it is his side that
have had to play under pressure
despite Liverpool’s 29-year wait
to win the title.
“It was outstanding the way
we played in the second-half.

The character, the personality,
knowing how difficult it is,”
added Guardiola.
“Right now Liverpool play
without pressure. We have the
pressure, we know we can lose it
because it is in our hands.” Sergio Aguero came closest to opening the scoring before the break
with a header that clipped the
inside of the post and was
palmed clear by Kasper Schmeichel.
Yet, it was not until after the
break that City upped the tempo
to lay siege on the Leicester
goal.
City thought their moment
had come when the ball fell
kindly for Aguero inside the
area, only for Schmeichel to
make a miraculous stop.
Guardiola’s men have now
scored 157 goals this season but
there will not be a more spectacular or unexpected one than
that which may deliver the title.
Kompany looked short of
options as he strode forward
before unleashing a rocket of
a shot that arrowed into the
top corner.
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I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri
ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and
makers believe that you have

A

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas
PHOTO: ANDREW
KELLY/REUTERS
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‘CAMP’ING

MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look,
Deepika
seemed to walk
straight out
of a fairy
tale.

T

Deepika
Padukone
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented
more,” says
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Dayal. Mittal believes that
Deepika stayed true to her
personality. “Not everyone has
to go crazy. Her personality is
graceful and that’s what she
went for.” However, Bhushan
applauds her for trying out
an iconic look. “She recreated

Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes its face from one time to another, it
never really ends. I was not backed by any godfather. I
chose this path voluntarily, so it is a part of my struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

STOP PRESS

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER
angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

>> MORE ON P3

Kings United
Dance team
PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

Kingsintheworldofdance
Nishad Neelambaran
t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions

I

was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.”
During the course of their
show, which was judged by
Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a
symbol of
honouring
someone in the
dance
industry.
Shoes are one

After one of our performances,
Jennifer Lopez gave us her shoes as
a mark of respect and appreciation.
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of
choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two films.
The scary part is I know if a
couple of films don’t work for
me, I might be sent back as I
don’t have a safety net. That is
a risk I walk with every film I
choose. This is what I chose
for myself. Nobody pushed me
or forced me,” Taapsee signs
off.

SURESH MUKUND, FOUNDER AND
CHOREOGRAPHER

of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik
Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these
international competitions
is that people respect and
encourage each other even
if they are competitors. We
were surprised to see other
crew members motivating us
during the competition and
we have learned that from
them, and it has totally
changed our outlook
when it comes to our
competitors.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

Jennifer Lopez
PHOTO: REUTERS
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Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEpT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEpT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOv 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOv 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA

Setters 10:25AM 08:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:35AM 01:05PM
03:45PM 06:15PM 08:45PM
10:55PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 10:45AM
01:15PM 03:15PM 06:25PM
08:25PM 11:25PM
Blank 12:45PM 05:55PM 11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 03:40PM

Avengers: Endgame 3D 12:20PM
10:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
03:45PM 07:15PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT
MALL, CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 12:25PM
03:40PM 06:35PM 07:20PM
10:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 04:00PM 07:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:45AM
04:20PM 09:50PM

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into comPleting the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079

PVR: ELANTE, CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

M N VAE
N O PA I
O RT UGY
VOWE LS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

The loVe we __ ____ is the only loVe we keeP
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

SOLUTION SUDOKU

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

Abhimanyuwantsafilm
careerlikeAyushmann

MOVIES ON TV

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

Juhi Chakraborty

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532
0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d

A

Uglydolls English 09:10AM
05:45PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:15AM 12:45PM
02:45PM 06:15PM 07:55PM
11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:30AM 11:20AM 12:15PM
01:20PM 03:10PM 04:05PM
05:10PM 07:00PM 07:55PM
09:00PM 10:50PM 11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English
10:25AM 06:05PM
Kalank 02:15PM
The Tashkent Files 09:55PM
After English 10:55PM

PVR: 4DX ELANTE
CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
4DX 08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame 09:00AM
12:00PM 03:00PM 03:50PM
07:40PM 11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:15AM 05:55PM 09:45PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
12:00PM 06:50PM 09:50PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Avengers: Endgame English, 3D:
09:00 AM 04:00 PM 07:30 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 2D:
10:00 AM 07:05 PM
Avengers: Endgame English, 2D:
12:05 PM 04:30 PM 08:00 PM 10:35
PM 11:30 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 3D,
12:30 PM

PVR: CITY CENTRE IT
PARK, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:05AM 05:45PM 09:35PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:00PM 03:50PM 07:40PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 01:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:20AM
06:40PM

PVR: VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI

Abhimanyu Dassani (above) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the

producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 03:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 10:00AM
11:00AM 01:50PM 02:50PM
05:40PM 09:30PM 10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:00PM 12:50PM 04:40PM
07:40PM 08:30PM
11:30PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM
10:00AM 11:40AM 02:50PM
05:20PM 08:30PM 11:00PM

PVR: GOLD VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:30AM 02:20PM 06:10PM
10:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:00AM
04:40PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 03:40PM
06:35PM 07:20PM 10:10PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi (3D)
03:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
10:45AM 01:25PM 02:25PM
04:05PM 08:00PM 10:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 11:45AM 12:25PM
01:30PM 04:20PM 05:20PM
10:55PM
A Dog’s Way Home English
07:00PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT MALL,
SECTOR 17, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English,
3D 09:00 AM 12:00 PM 12:25 PM
03:40 PM 06:35 PM 07:20 PM 10:10
PM 11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English,
2D 12:40 PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi, 2D
09:35 AM 04:00 PM 07:15 PM
Blackia Punjabi, 2D 09:45 AM
04:20 PM 09:50 PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 11:45AM
02:30PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:10AM 11:30AM 01:50PM
06:20PM 08:40PM 10:50PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:15AM
12:45PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
07:45PM 10:15PM 11:15PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
11:45AM 06:45PM
Blank 09:40AM 04:10PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM 02:35PM
07:25PM 10:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:20AM 12:00PM 05:30PM
08:05PM
Avengers: Endgame 09:30AM
10:20PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
10:00AM 12:00PM 05:20PM
07:20PM 09:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
01:05PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
01:40PM 03:40PM 11:00PM
Setters 04:45PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA (ZIRAKPUR)
Avengers: Endgame Hindi,
3Dsee showtimes in other nearby
cinemas 08:30 AM 10:15 AM 11:45
AM 02:00 PM 03:30 PM 05:45 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English
07:15PM
Atmos 09:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:00AM 11:30AM 05:35PM
08:15PM 10:55PM
Blank 09:20AM 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:35AM 02:35PM
04:30PM 07:30PM 10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame 11:30AM
03:00PM 06:30PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 12:30PM 04:00PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
07:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:05AM 02:55PM 08:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:50AM
05:25PM 10:45PM
Blank 12:40PM 10:00PM

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com
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Entertainment & Promotional Features

ANDRERUSSELL’S
FIRSTSONG IN
HINDI IS READY!

PHOTO: GOKUL VS/HT

Karan Wahi’s style statement
on the black carpet

The Jamaican cricketer is excited to debut as a Hindi
singer, despite finding the language tough to ace
Samarth Goyal
ust days after West Indian
cricketer Andre Russell
revealed to us that he is
looking for opportunities
to launch his music career, the
31-year-old has managed to
record his first-ever single,
and that too in Hindi. On
Sunday, he took to Instagram
to announce that he finished
recording for a “Hindi song”
with music composer Palash
Muchchal, who is singer Palak
Muchchal’s brother.
“It was my first time singing
in Hindi. It was challenging
and fun,” says Russell.
Palash, who is known for
composing hits such as Tu Hi
Hai Aashiqui (Dishkiyaoon;
2014) and Party Toh Banti Hai
(Bhootnath Returns; 2014)
says that he messaged the
cricketer on Instagram. “I
don’t know how but Russell
saw videos of me playing
cricket, on Instagram, and
commented on it. Then, I
messaged him back and got to
know that he was following my

J

Cardi B claimed
six wins at the
recent BBMAs
PHOTO: STEVE
MARCUS/REUTERS

music. I knew that
he sings [as well]
but I didn’t know
he’d ask me to
collaborate with
him,” he says.
While Palash
admits that
singing in Hindi
was tough for
Russell, he is more
than satisfied with
the result. “I decided
to make him sing in
Hindi which was
quite difficult for him
but he has done a
great job. He has this
unique texture in his
voice and swag, which
I liked the most,” says
Palash, adding that the
yet untitled song is a
“typical groovy dance
number”. Russell, too, is
super excited about his
debut. “The words and
the pronunciation was
difficult... I am happy
with how it went,” says
Russell.
n

samarth.goyal@htlive.com

mong all the glitz and
glamour at the HT
India's Most Stylish
Awards 2019, Karan Wahi
stood out tall on the black
carpet in traditional ethnic
wear. Co-powered by
Manyavar, the awards
show saw some of the best
of Bollywood in
attendance. Karan, who
was also dressed by
Manyavar, wore a darkhued cotton kurta with a
light printed jacket.
Celebrities who graced
the carpet interacted with
him and had fun answering
his quirky questions about
ethnic wear. Anushka
Sharma, Angad Bedi, Vicky
Kaushal, Diana Penty,
Aparshakti Khurana, Rohit
Shetty, Kapil Dev and many
others took part in the
interesting activity.
On quizzing Rohit Shetty
about his clothing choices,
the filmmaker said that he
loves Indian wear,
especially Pathanis. He also
admitted that he thinks
Indian wear is very
comfortable and one can
hardly go wrong with it. He
added that Amitabh
Bachchan, Akshay Kumar
and Ranveer Singh are a
few who pull off Indian
wear with panache.
Aparshakti and Kapil
Dev mentioned that their
go-to Indian outfit is the
dhoti kurta. Aparshakti
also added that he thinks
Ayushmann Khuranna,
Shahid Kapoor and Saif Ali
Khan look fabulous in
HTC
Indian wear.

A

Karan Wahi on the
black carpet
PHOTO: HTCS
Andre Russell has collaborated with Palash Muchchal for a single
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/PALASH_MUCHHAL

Thugitout:
HowCardiB
handlesfame
apper Cardi B
believes that being
famous is a doubleedged sword since
people are quick to judge
a person. The 26-yearold told Entertainment
Tonight that she still
struggles to manage her
new-found celebrity
status.
“The more the
money, the more the
problems, and the more
people that think they
know you. Some people
don’t understand the
struggle and think it
came easy for me, you
know?” Cardi said.
The Grammy
winning musician said
that she can sympathise
with pop icons like
Britney Spears who
have also struggled with
their fame. “I
understand why these
artists go through what
they go through, why
they’re shaving their
head. It’s just crazy! [But
I’m going to] thug it out,
because I’m already
famous. I got no choice
but to keep it going,” she
PTI
added.

R

PROUD OF
STICKING TO MY
CONVICTION,
SAYS NAGESH
ilmmaker Nagesh
Kukunoor is proud that in
his journey of more than 20
years he has stuck to his
movie-making conviction,
never succumbing to
mainstream pressure. Nagesh
made his directorial debut in
1998 with Hyderabad Blues
and has since helmed critically
acclaimed films like Rockford
(1999), Dor (2006), Iqbal (2005)
and Dhanak (2016).
The director-actor
describes his journey as a good
run with “superb high and
god-awful lows.” “To be
around for 22 years isn’t a big
deal. There are lots of
directors like that. But if I am
still doing my own thing after
all these years, it shows my
conviction is intact. I can take
that to my grave happily,”
Nagesh says.
He says his struggle to tell
the stories hasn’t reduced. The
52-year-old director, who has
recently dabbled with the web
space, says if one “wants to
play the mainstream game”
then one must work with the
stars. “But a lot of my films
don’t fit in that universe, so I
don’t worry about it. But
finding the right resources and
money will be tricky when you
tell stories that are away from
the mainstream narrative,”
PTI
says Nagesh.

F

Richard had fun playing a manipulative,
snide character
ctor Richard Madden
wishes to play a villain in a
film as he is tired of
playing the good guy on screen.
In an interview with The
Guardian, the 32-year-old said
his experience on the TV show
Bodyguard has made him
realise that he can portray a
person “with few bad
characteristics”. “I spent my
20s playing Romeo. Twice,
literally; and then versions of it.
So I was glad to move into my
30s and be in a place where I
might be the villain. I’m used to
playing a guy with a few bad
characteristics. With that, you
think, ‘What has made you this
way?’ and you justify them,”
said the actor, who played Robb
Stark in Game of Thrones.
In Bodyguard, the actor
played the PTSD-suffering

A

personal bodyguard of UK’s
home secretary. “What was
interesting with Bodyguard
was realising that... sometimes
people are bad. Or they’re good,
but they change. This character
was fun because he’s
manipulative and snide in his
tactics, and a b*****d. You’re
being dark and you’re not
justifying it. I enjoyed playing
PTI
that,” Madden said.

RICHARD SAID HE CAN
PORTRAY A PERSON
“WITH FEW BAD
CHARACTERISTICS”
AFTER HIS TV SHOW

In Bodyguard, Richard Madden’s character suffers from PTSD
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Nagesh Kukunoor
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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Singer Katy
Perry decided
to look like a
chandelier this
time. She wore
a silver
Moschino
creation
featuring
candles and
draped crystal
beading. The
singer later
changed to an
ensemble that
resembled a
hamburger.
PHOTO: MARIO
ANZUONI/REUTERS

In a showgirlinspired
Versace dress
with feathers,
Kendall Jenner
was a sight to
behold.
PHOTO:
ANDREW KELLY/
REUTERS

Mary Queen of Scots actor Saoirse Ronan unleashed her
warrior instincts in a red Gucci dress with gold shoulder
pads emulating flames over its green and silver patterned
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
neckline.

CAMP CRUSADERS
OF MET
The Met
Gala saw
attendees
live up to
this year’s
theme —
Camp:
Notes on
Fashion — by
gracing the
pink carpet
in largerthan-life
outfits

Kim Kardashian West
was wet and dripping in
her beaded latex dress
by Thierry Mugler. The
look was created by the
designer who envisioned
a California girl stepping
out of an ocean.
PHOTO: NEILSON BARNARD/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Akshay Kaushal

he first Monday of May
every year happens to
be the most fashionable
event for fashion lovers.
The Met Gala, an annual
benefit event for the Costume
Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York
had set the theme — Camp:
Notes on Fashion, for this
year. It was inspired from
American writer Susan
Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on
Camp, which defines it as the
love of the unnatural, of
artifice and exaggeration.
Going the extra mile and over
the top, here’s a glimpse at
Met Gala’s most fashionable
gals and guys.

T

n

Accompanied by several entourages,
Lady Gaga started off with a fuchsia
Brandon Maxwell creation featuring
an enormous train. And soon started
metamorphosing. The singer shed her
first layer to reveal a black gown with
an asymmetrical sweetheart neckline
and a side bustle, followed by a
change with a hot pink gown.
In the end, she stripped down to
her underwear teamed with
exaggerated high heels.
PHOTOS: ANDREW KELLY AND
MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

akshay.kaushal@htlive.com

Dressed as an Egyptian Sun God, Billy
Porter’s entry at the Met Gala 2019 will go
down in the history books as the most
dramatic entrance ever. The Pose star’s
costume was by The Blonds and included a
bejewelled bodysuit featuring 10-foot wings,
a 24-carat gold headpiece and custom goldleaf shoes. PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS / AFP

Ezra Miller
made sure he
left our heads
spinning with
the optical
illusion eyeballs
makeup. He
wore a Burberry
suit featuring a
long train.
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Jared Leto lived up to the camp
theme in a red high-neck gown
with shoulder pads by Gucci
complete with a jewelencrusted bodychain. He took
the theme to another level and
carried a replica of his own head
as an accessory.

One Direction star Harry Styles
showcased an androgynous look in a
black lace jumpsuit with a large pussy
bow from Gucci. He accessorised it with
a teardrop earring in one ear and Cuban
heels. PHOTO: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS

PHOTO: JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

KirtiKulhariwon’tget Bird care: Let ’em fly high in summer too
abreaktillSeptember T
Henna Rakheja

Rishabh Suri

t’s a jam-packed year for
actor Kirti Kulhari. And she
is so happy with this busy
phase that she doesn’t mind
not having any time for a
break.
Her year started off with a
bang with Uri: The Surgical
Strike. A source tells us, “She
was also busy with the
promotions of her web
series Four More Shots Please!
and her debut short film,
Maya, for which received a
popular
award for best actress.”
The Blackmail (2018) actor
later rushed to Rajasthan to
complete the shoot of her
series, Bard of Blood.
“Then she shot for an
untitled film where she plays a
musician. And now, she’s
in Mumbai for another
web series,” reveals the
source.
And that isn’t all. Her next
major project is Mission
Mangal, alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. “She will
shoot for it in July, and the
film will release on August 15,

I

Kirti
Kulhari’s
next major
project is
Mission
Mangal

I have been shooting
and promoting
different projects. An
actor’s happiness is
definitely on the sets
and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that
2019 has treated me
so well. I look forward
to a busy year.
KIRTI KULHARI ACTOR

this year,” adds the source.
Kirti says, “I have been
shooting and promoting
different projects. An actor’s
happiness is definitely on the
sets and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that 2019 has
treated me so well. I look
forward to a busy year and
can’t wait for audiences’
reactions for all my upcoming
projects.”
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

he early morning
chirping of birds leaves
a lasting impact on the
day, calming the stress
in our lives. And, as the
temperature soars, it’s
important to do our bit for the
feathered beings. From
keeping water bowls to
allowing nesting spaces,
there’s something that each
one of us can do. And it’s
important, too, because “a
large avian population in
Delhi is falling prey to the
rising temperature due to lack
of shade, dehydration and
heat exhaustion”.
Wasim Akram, deputy
director, special projects,
Wildlife SOS, says, “Birds are
often found lying unconscious
and suffering from heat
stroke, which can result in
death.”

HERE’S WHAT YOU
CAN DO:
n

Put out earthen water bowls
to help birds avoid heat
exhaustion. Depending on
the bird species, their diet
varies from seeds, grains,
worms, insects, vertebrates,
small mammals to certain
fruits and vegetables. So,
one can also keep vegetable
and fruit peels near water

Experts
suggest ways to
take care of the
feathered beings in the
Capital’s soaring
temperature

Keep water
bowls wherever
possible to avoid
birds from falling
prey to heat
exhaustion

Bird baths don’t require a lot of
monetary investment, but just a
little heart
PHOTOS: NIN TANEJA

INJURED BIRD?
REPORT HERE:
n Wildlife SOS runs a 24-

bowls. “It is important to
have water around because
we all need it in summer,
much more than food,” says
Nin Taneja, a Delhi
coordinator of Nature
Forever Society, which has
been working for the
conservation of
sparrows.
n “Plant more fruit-bearing
trees. It offers shade and
respite to birds, and also a
nesting place and a source of
food. Installing a bird bath
in your garden or balcony is
another great idea,” says

Manta Sidhu, founder,
Angel Eyes Animal Welfare
& Bird Rescue.
n Installing a bird bath in
your garden or balcony is a
great idea. Bird baths are
easily available online. One
can also build a DIY bird
bath at home by following
some YouTube tutorials.
n A big risk to birds during
summer is getting maimed
or dying due to accidents
with ceiling fans. Sidhu
adds, “If you have a ceiling
fan in your balcony or
verandah, enclose it in an

iron mesh. Also, make sure
your windows and doors
have a mesh (jaali). This will
not only keep out birds, but
also mosquitoes.”
n Having nesting boxes also
helps birds to breed while
providing them shade from
the sun. But, for long term,
Taneja suggests, “In the
upcoming new apartments,
even if there’s just one brick
missing, the birds can make
their nests there. Architects
can think and design
accordingly. ”
n

hour helpline at +919871963535 in Delhi-NCT
to rescue and relocate
injured wildlife.
n Birds Hospital, Sector 12,
Gurugram, provides
emergency services to
birds. Contact: +919311217325, 9136148361,
0124-2331740.
n Birds Hospital, Chandni
Chowk, opposite Red
Fort, is a charitable
initiative. You need to
take the bird to this
place for treatment.
n Abhay Daanam
Charitable Bird Hospital,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
has ambulances
available on call.
Contact: +91-94119 83935

henna.rakheja@htlive.com
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DEFAMATION CASE: FORMER TENNIS COACH
AT PANJAB UNIVERSITY FINED ₹10 LAKH

>>p2

PANCHKULA, A
PARIS DREAM
GONE AWRY

‘HAANJI’ IS SO TYPICAL OF CHANDIGARH

TV STAR VIVEK DAHIYA SAYS CITY GAVE HIM BEST OF BOTH WORLDS >>p5

>>p3
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WEATHER
Wed 8
Clear
Max

41°c

Thu 9

Fri 10

Clear
Max

Cloudy

41°c

Min

Min

20°c

21°c

Sunset
Wednesday at
7:04pm
Sunrise
Thursday at
5:34am

Max

40°c
Min

22°c

Humidity
Max: 48%
Min: 13%

Yesterday’s temp: Max 40.4°C Min 19.7°C

shortstories
PSEB TO DECLARE
CLASS 10
RESULTS TODAY
MOHALI : The Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB) will
declare the Class 10 results
on Wednesday, while those for
Class 12 are expected to be declared by the end of the week.
Appealing anonymity, a senior
official of the PSEB said, “The
results for Class 10 examination
will be declared on Wednesday.”
The PSEB will first declare the
merit list and then make the
results available on the board’s
official website “pseb.ac.in”.. HTC

At 40.4°C, city records
hottest day in month
CHANDIGARH: Maximum temperature rose to 40.4 degrees on
Tuesday, the highest in May so far,
and according to the India Meteorological Department, it is expected
to increase in the coming days.
Officials said, “The weather is dry.
With strong winds up to 30km per
hours active in the region, dusty
winds are likely to prevail during
the daytime.” They also said
some activity from Western
Disturbances is expected around
HTC
the weekend.

debate of
the week
STUDY STRESS

WHY ARE EXAMS
AND RESULTS
NOT IMPORTANT?
A teenager from Kangra took
his life on Thursday night in
Chandigarh for not performing
well in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Why are exam results not
important in our lives and what
can we as adults and children
do to cope with poor results?
Share your views with
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by May 10.

madein
chandigarh

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A former foreman

with the air force was arrested
on Tuesday for allegedly sexually assaulting the 15-year-old
son of his neighbour in Sector 47.
Police said the accused,
Umesh Chand, 51, inappropriately touched the boy when he
was asleep at his house on the
night of May 4. The boy’s parents
had sent him and his nine-yearold brother to sleep at Chand’s
house as their house was under
renovation.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Meeting a man
through matrimonial website
“Shaadi.com” turned out to be a
nightmare for a dental surgeon
with the Haryana Medical Services as he fled on the morning of
their wedding day with ₹50,000, a
diamond ring, a gold chain and
valuable gifts.
Police booked the 39-year-old
man for allegedly leaving a hotel
in Sector 1, the venue of his wedding, on Tuesday morning after
the ring ceremony with Bindu
Bansal, a resident of Sector 7,
who is posted at the primary
health centre in Nanakpur,
Panchkula.
Bansal in her complaint told
the police that she came in contact with Ravi Kumar in January
2019, through “Shaadi.com”.
He told her that he had lost his
parents when he was very
young, and had a brother and

DEFAMATION: EX-PU COACH FINED

2017 HIT-AND-RUN CASE

Railgate: ED attaches bribe money Kharar court sends
man to one yr in jail
seized from Bansal’s nephew
Shailee Dogra
n

‘MALICIOUS MOVE’ Congress candidate accuses BJP of misusing the probe agency for political gains
Vivek Gupta
n

KNOW THE SCAM

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

On May 3, 2013, CBI caught
Bansal’s nephew Vijay Singla for
allegedly accepting ₹89.68 lakh
on the behalf of Mahesh Kumar,
the then general manager, Western
Railways, who wanted to become
member (electrical) in the Railway
Board. The overall deal was of ₹10
crore. As the scam came to light,
Bansal was forced to resign from
the then railway ministry.

CHANDIGARH:Less than two weeks

before polling on May 19 here, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
Tuesday attached cash worth
₹89.68 lakh paid as bribe in the
2013 railgate scam, triggering a
political clash between the BJP
and the Congress as one of the
main accused in the case is the kin
of the then railway minister and
current Chandigarh Congress
candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal.
The said money was seized by
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 2013 from the Sector-28 office of Bansal’s nephew
Vijay Singla in a corruption case
related to appointments at top
positions in the Railway Board.
In its two-page statement, ED
claimed that during its ongoing
investigation under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), it came to fore that
Mahesh Kumar, who was then
posted as general manager, Western Railways, persuaded various
railway vendors, manufacturers
and contractors to arrange for
bribe money to help his elevation
to member (electrical) in the Railway Board, instead of his likely
appointment as member (staff),
as part of a quid pro quo deal.
The said bribe money was
routed through various companies and individuals, besides
assistance from hawala agents.
The statement said the bribe
money was being investigated as
“proceeds of crime” under Section 2 (1) (u) of the PMLA, which
says that any property or cash

As Chand touched him, the
boy fled his house and rushed
back home, where his parents
were asleep. He shared the incident with his mother, who then
approached the police.
Acting on the mother’s complaint, the police booked Chand
under Section 10 (aggravated
sexual assault) of the Protection
of Child from Sexual Advances
(POCSO) Act.
On March 10, Balwinder
Singh, 30, was arrested for allegedly sexually assaulting a
12-year-old boy who took tuitions from him at his house.

Who are the accused?
n

Congress candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal addressing the media at
party’s office in Sector 35, Chandigarh, on Tuesday. KESHAV SINGH/HT

›

I challenge anyone to
find any evidence of
my involvement in this case.
Kill me with stones at the
Sector 17 chowk if anything
comes out against me.

PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL, former
railway minister and Cong candidate

derived or obtained as a result of
criminal activity is an offence
under the Act.
However, ED did not reveal
when it began its money laundering probe in the case. All the
ED said was that it initiated the
probe based on the FIR and chargesheet filed by CBI. Local ED officials also remained tight-lipped.
Singla, Kumar and eight other
people are accused and currently
facing trial in the case at a special
CBI court in Delhi.

Air India flight to
Delhi 7 days a
week from May 19
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Come May 19, Air India

will extend its 7.05am DelhiChandigarh flight to seven days
a week. Earlier, the flight was
not operating on Sundays.
The flight arrives at Chandigarh International Airport at
6:30am and departs at 7:05am to
reach Delhi at 8am.
MR Jindal, station manager,
Air India, Chandigarh, said the
seven days a week flight will help
passengers in easily transferring to other domestic and international flights due to seamless
transfer of luggage.

Dental surgeon’s groom flees
with ₹50,000, jewellery, gifts
n

CHICK LIT
CHOICES: WHO
DOESN’T LIKE
LIGHT ROMANCES
AND HAPPILYEVER-AFTER
ENDINGS? >>p2

COURT DIRECTS FORMER TENNIS COACH AT PANJAB VARSITY TO PAY
ITS FORMER SPORTS DIRECTOR ₹10 LAKH FOR DEFAMING HIM >>p2

VIVEK DAHIYA TALKS ABOUT
HIS ASSOCIATION WITH CITY >>p5

W E D D I N G D AY H O R R O R

HT Correspondent

PANCHKULA RESIDENTS ARE ASPIRING FOR AN EASIER CIVIC LIFE
AND FACILITIES ; POLITICIANS, HOWEVER, HAVE FAILED THEM >>p3

‘CITY LOVES
HAANJI’

Former IAF foreman
held for sexually
assaulting teen boy
HT Correspondent

WRITE
STUFF

DREAMS GONE AWRY

VICTIM MET THE MAN
THROUGH AN ONLINE
MATCHMAKING SERVICE;
HE TURNED UP FOR THE
WEDDING ALL ALONE,
SAYING HIS RELATIVES
WILL ARRIVE LATER
two sisters. “We met three to four
times at Chandigarh and Delhi.
He talked impressively and I
agreed to the marriage which
was fixed on May 6 with the consent of my parents,” she said.
The wedding was to take place
at Hotel Red Bishop in Panchkula and the bridegroom’s party
was scheduled to arrive at 4pm
on Monday, but only Kumar
turned up.
“He told us that some of his
relatives will join the function
later in the evening. All of my relatives were surprised to see just
the bridegroom.We waited for

his relatives, but no one came,”
the complainant said.
As the woman’s family
decided to go ahead with the ring
ceremony, her parents gave
Kumar a diamond ring and a
gold chain. “The marriage was
scheduled on Tuesday morning.
However around 6:15 am, he fled
from the hotel. The family found
his car missing from the parking
area of the hotel and his room
locked,” said ASI Karnail Singh,
who is investigating the case.
When the bride-to-be called
him up, Kumar said he had left
for Ambala and later switched
off his mobile. “He has ruined
our image in society and all our
expenditure for arranging the
marriage has been wasted,
beside mental torture to me and
my old parents,” Bansal said.
“The accused has been
booked under Sections 406 (criminal breach of trust) and 420
(cheating) of the Indian Penal
Code,” the ASI said.

TIMING SPURS
POLITICAL STORM
Even as the corruption case, infamously known as railgate, came
into light in 2013, the attachment
of bribe money six years after the
crime, and that too in election
season, has spurred a political
storm in the city.
ED’s statement referring Vijay
Singla as the nephew of Bansal
has also raised several eyebrows.
Questioning the timing of the
attachment order, Bansal called
it an election stunt. He said it was
a malicious move by BJP just to
influence voters. “CBI probe
could not get any evidence to link
me with the matter personally. I
was instead made a prosecution
witness in the case,” he said.
He added, “ED linking my
name with Singla is an example
how government agencies are
being misused by BJP for their
political purpose as they know
that their Chandigarh candidate

A total of 10 accused are facing
charges under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, and criminal
conspiracy. These include
Singla, Mahesh Kumar, Sandeep Goyal and seven others,

who are mostly railway contractors, who helped Kumar
with the bribe money. Bansal
was never named in the case,
but was added as a prosecution witness later.

Who paid the money?
As per ED, ₹50 lakh were
contributed by railway contractor Narayana Rao Manjunath, ₹25 lakh from one M V
Murli Krishan and rest from
other accused.

Case status
The CBI case is under trial at
Delhi’s Patiala House court, while
ED is holding a parallel probe
under PMLA.

KIRRON DEFENDS ‘RAILGATE’ JIBE
In her reply to the Election
Commission’s (EC) Monday notice,
BJP candidate Kirron Kher
defended her “railgate” jibe in her
Twitter and Facebook posts last
month. She claimed that she did
not make any direct or indirect
reference to Bansal in her post. “It
seems that the complainants
have in their own mind registered
the word railgate and Bansal as
synonyms, for reasons best
known to them,” she said. EC is

Kirron Kher is not going to win
this election due to her non-performance.”
“I challenge anyone to find any
evidence of my involvement in
this case. Kill me with stones at
the Sector 17 Chowk if anything
comes out against me,” he said.

I S C

expected to decide on the matter
on Wednesday. On Monday, the
Congress had moved a complaint
claiming that Kher uploaded a
poster on her Twitter and Facebook accounts last month, where
she stated that she proposed the
monorail project over metro
because she was not interested in
railgate. The party claimed that
Kher maliciously used railgate to
defame Bansal, even though he
was given a clean chit in the case.

Reacting to Bansal’s charge
against the BJP, its candidate
Kirron Kher said ED had nothing
to do with her party.
“ED is working independently
across the country. Let law and
‘karma’ take its own course,”
she said.

A N D

I C S E

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : A 38-year old man from

Una in Himachal Pradesh has
been sentenced to jail for a year in
a hit-and-run accident which left
one man dead; and for what the
court said was “winning over”
(influencing) the witnesses.
In a strongly worded statement and pulling up Puneet Kanwar, the accused, “for making a
mockery of law and justice,”
Ankita Gupta, judicial magistrate, Kharar, said, “The fact that
the accused had agreed to a compromise shows that he was
involved in the accident.”
Copies of the May 1 judgment
were made available on Tuesday.
Gupta convicted Kanwar
under Section 279 (rash driving)
and 304-A (causing death by negligence) of the IPC and also fined
him₹10,000.
On September 23, 2017, Kaushal was going from Landran to
Kharar on his motorcycle with
friends Roshan Kumar and Gurjot Singh Bhullar riding pillion,
when, around 6:15pm, a Hyundai
Santro driven by Kanwar
crashed into the two-wheeler
from the rear, dragging Bhullar
for about a kilometre,before
speeding away.
In his complaint to the police,
Kaushal said he had chased the
car on his motorcycle, but Kanwar had managed to flee. Bhullar
had succumbed to his injuries at
PGIMER, Chandigarh. The police
had arrested Kanwar, who was
driving the car, after tracing its
registration number.
Later, however, the witnesses
had attempted to change their
statement, which evoked the
wrath of the court. “In such circumstances the court cannot be

›

The court cannot be
made to dance to the
tune of the parties nor be
forced to turn a blind eye to
injustice being done in the
name of compromise.
COURT IN ITS JUDGMENT

made a mute spectator and allow
the parties to make a mockery of
law and justice...The court cannot be made to dance to the tune of
the parties nor be forced to turn a
blind eye to injustice being done
in the name of compromise,” the
order read. Kanwar had failed to
prove that he was not present on
the spot.
NO COMPASSION FOR
‘RASH DRIVING’
Meanwhile, a local court sentenced 28-year-old Surinder
Singh of Ludhiana to two years in
prison for the death of a pedestrian in 2017.
Ruling that there were no
excuses for high speed or rash
and negligent driving, which led
to a man’s death, Garima Gupta,
judicial magistrate, Kharar, said
there could be no compassion in
awarding punishment to Surinder, who was also fined ₹2,000 in a
judgment on May 2, made available now.
Chuhar Singh of Kharar fell
and sustained fatal head injuries
after being hit by Surinder’s
motorcycle.
Prakash, Chuhar’s son, witnessed the incident and complained to the police after which
the accused was arrested on the
basis of the motorcycle’s registration number.

R E S U L T S

Chaitaanya Gupta is
Class 12 tricity topper
HT Correspondent

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

Class 10: Aditi tops
with 98.6% marks
HT Correspondent
n

TOPPERSINFOURSTREAMS

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

SUPERFOUR

CHANDIGARH:Aditi Singla of Little
CHANDIGARH:With a score of 99.5%,

Chaitaanya Gupta, a humanities
student of Strawberry Fields
High School, Sector 26, has
achieved third position in the
country and topped the tricity in
the Class 12 Indian School Certificate (ISC) examinations.
A total of 215 students
appeared in the exams from the
tricity across four streams: nonmedical, medical, commerce and
humanities.
The Council for the Indian
School Certificate Examinations
(CISCE) declared the ISC Class 12
results around 3pm on Tuesday.
The CISCE conducts the ISC and
Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE) exams for
Classes 12 and 10, respectively
Hritabh Hrishit, a student of St
Xavier's Senior Secondary
School, Sector 44, came second in
the tricity and topped the commerce stream with 99% marks.
He was followed by Akshat
Chhabra of Strawberry Fields
High School, who topped the medical stream with 96% marks, and
stood third in the tricity.
Tarandeep Kaur of Yadavindra Public School (YPS), Mohali,
came first in the non-medical
stream and fourth in the tricity
with 98.5% marks.
Son of a lawyer father and
judge mother, Chaitaanya also
wants to pursue law. His schoolmate Akshat aspires to be a doctor with focus on research.
Hritabh and Tarandeep have
their sight set on the Indian
Administrative Service. In Chandigarh, Strawberry Fields High
School, and St Xavier’s Senior
Secondary School, are affiliated
to the CISCE for Class 12, while in
Mohali, only Yadavindra Public
School offers ISC Class 12. There
is no ISC school in Panchkula.

HUMANITIES

99.5%

COMMERCE

99%

CHAITAANYA GUPTA,17

HRITABH HRISHIT, 18

School: Strawberry Fields High
School, Sector 26, Chandigarh

School: St Xavier’s School, Sector 44,
Chandigarh

Career aim: Chaitaanya wants to
pursue law after studying at the
National Law School of India University, Bangalore.

Career aim: Indian Administrative
Service or Indian Forest Service.

Success mantra: “Stay focused and
calm”

Parents: Father BK Sharma is a chief
manager at State Bank of India and
mother Rita Sharma is a homemaker.

Parents: Father Sukant Gupta is a
lawyer at the Punjab and Haryana
high court, while mother Ritu Garg is a
judge at the Panchkula district courts.

MEDICAL

96%

Success mantra: “Work hard with
perseverance and exercise regularly.”

Flower Convent School, Panchkula, has emerged as the tricity
topper in the Indian Certificate
of Secondary Education (ICSE)
Class 10 examinations with
98.6% marks.
The results were declared by
the Council for Indian School
Certificate
Examinations
(CISCE) on Tuesday.
For the third year in the row, a
girl has topped the tricity in the
exams. Aditi’s score of 98.6% is
the highest in the past three
years. The second highest score
so far was in 2016 at 98.4%, which
dropped to 98% in 2017. The score
went further down to 97.6% in
2018.
The 16-year-old said, “I have
not decided what to pursue further, but I want to enter the corporate world.” She says her
inspiration is her father, who is a
human resources manager at
Bharat Electronics Limited.
Pavit Singh of Strawberry
fields High School, Sector 26,
Chandigarh, and Raghav Goel of
Little Flower Convent School,
Panchkula, shared the second
position in the tricity with 98.4%
marks.
The third rank was secured by
Goel’s classmate Garima Garg,
who scored 98.2% marks.

NON-MEDICAL 98.5%

AKSHIT CHHABRA, 17

TARANDEEP KAUR, 18

NOTE TO SCHOOLS

School: Strawberry Fields High
School, Sector 26, Chandigarh

School: Yadavindra Public School

School principals are welcome
to send good quality photos
of students who have scored
95% or more in the ISC Class 12
and ICSE Class 10 exams for
publication to htschoolresults@gmail.com. Please
include name of student, his
or her score, stream in Class 12
and school name.

Career aim: Doctor with focus on
research.

Career aim: Indian Administrative
Service.

Success mantra: “Take lots of breaks
while studying.”

Success mantra: “I set specific
targets while studying, and took only
physics tuitions as the exams neared.”

Parents: Father Dr Rajesh Chhabra is
a neurosurgeon at PGIMER and
mother Dr Monica Bawa is a paediatric surgeon at PGIMER.

Parents: Father Harvinder Singh is a
central government employee and
mother Harwinder Kaur works with
the Punjab School Education Board.

1st
n

Aditi Singla, 98.6%

n

Pavit Singh, 98.4%

n

Raghav Goel, 98.4%

n

Garima Garg, 98.2%
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2nd
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WRITESTUFF
Erraticwatersupply VEGETABLE
VENDOR ROBBED
Perfect the ‘heart’ of reading
OF ₹25,000,
hitsMohaliresidents PHONE IN P’KULA
SUMMER WOES City short of 10 million gallons daily;
houses in Phases 9 to 11, Sectors 78 to 80 worst affected
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CRISIS FIGURES

MOHALI : With the onset of sum-

mer, water woes have started
troublingtheresidentsof Mohali,
asthecityisreportedlyshortof10
MGD (million gallons daily)
water for drinking purposes.
Residents said the water supply has been erratic for the past
three days, with the worst
affected areas being Phases 9, 10
and 11, which fall under the
Mohali municipal corporation
(MC), and Sectors 78, 79 and 80,
which are under the Greater
Mohali Area Development
Authority (GMADA).
Residentsresidingonfirstand
secondfloorsareatthereceiving
end as pressure is low and water
does not reach on these floors.
Gopal Krishan, a resident of
Phase11said, “Thewatersupply
hasbeenerraticforthepastthree
days. Water is not reaching the
firstandsecondfloorsasthepressure is very low.”
SuchaSinghKalaur,president
of the Sector 76 to 80 plot allot-

F Bar shooting
case: Court turns
down bail plea of
another accused
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :A local court denied

bail to a youth accused in F Bar
discotheque shooting case of
November 2018. The court of
additional district and sessions
judge dismissed the bail application of Chetan Munjal, one of the
six people against whom the
UT police hadfileda chargesheet
in connection with the case on
February 26.
Earlier in March, the bail
application of another accused
Arjun Thakur, son of a UT police
head constable, was denied.
The matter dates back to
November 19, 2018, when gunshots were fired during the birthday celebrations of Sahdev
Salaria, political adviser to MP
Kirron Kher at F Bar, Sector 26,
leaving four persons injured
including Jaideep Singh and
Deepak Kundu, both residents of
Sector 46, Yogeshwar and Pankaj Chibber, both residents of
Mohali. Jaideep and Yogeshwar
had sustained bullet injuries.
Police said the two parties
entered into heated arguments
over some political issue. Within
seconds, Chetan Munjal and
Rinku, pulled out their pistols
and fired three rounds. Also,
Arjun Thakur assaulted the second group members with blunt
weapons.
Munjal, Thakur, and two
other members of Lawrence
Bishnoi gang - Rinku Dadumajra
and Raman Paswan - along with
F Bar owner Gunkaran Singh
face charges under Sections 307
(attempt to murder), 506 (criminal intimidation), 148 (rioting,
armed with deadly weapon), 146
(rioting), 149 (unlawful assembly), 188 (disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public servant) and 201 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) besides under the
Arms Act.

While the civic body says wastage of water is the root
cause of shortage, GMADA is replacing tubewell
motors in the sectors under its jurisdiction.
CITY’S DEMAND
30 million gallons
daily (MGD)
SHORTAGE
10MGD
(12MGD in
peak
summer)

CHANDIGARH : Kushaljit Singh

Sodhi, a professor with the
department of radio–diagnosis,
PGIMER, Chandigarh, was conferred the honorary membership of the Society of Pediatric
Radiology, USA, for his contribution to child care and development of paediatric radiology.
“He is the first Indian to
receive this award since its
inception in 1958. He was
bestowed with the honour at the
62nd annual meeting of the society in San Francisco, California,
USA, on May 4,” said an official
statement released by the
PGIMER.
HTC

AT THE RECIEVING END
First and second floor residents in
Sectors 66 to 80, which are under
GMADA, and Phases 9, 10 , 11 and 3A
under the Mohali municipal corporation.

ment and development welfare
committee,said,“Everysummer,
residents face erratic water supply, especially those residing on
first and second floors.”
WHAT OFFICIALS SAY
However, MC executive engineer, water works, Anil Kumar,
said, “There is no problem of
pressure from our end.
Theresidentswhoownhousesof

5marlaorlessarewastingalotof
water as it is free. There are
around10,000housesinPhases9,
10 and11.If thereis anyproblem,
we will get it checked.”
GMADA executive engineer
Bhagwan Dass said, “The
problem is there as we are
changing the motors of the
tubewells with new ones. It will
takeafewmoredaysfor24x7supplyinallsectorsunderGMADA.”

an auto-rickshaw driver and
another unidentified man for
allegedly robbing a vegetable
vendor of ₹25,000 and a mobile
phone at the Majri chowk near
Sector 1 here on Monday late
night.
Cops said Raghuvansh Mani,
52, a native of Bihar who is residing in Manimajra and works at
Kisan Mandi in Panchkula, complained that he had asked for lift
home from an auto driver near
the mandi at midnight.
However, the accused took a
detour on the pretext of avoiding
a naka, and stopped at the Majri
chowk for a smoke break, where
the two were joined by the second accused.
He said the duo threatened
him and struck him with a knife
blade, injured his foot with a
stone, and took away the valuables. Later, some passersby spotted Mani and informed the PCR,
which took him to civil hospital
in Sector 6, Panchkula, from
where he was referred to GMCH,
Sector 32, Chandigarh.
Sector 7 police post in-charge
sub-inspector Mohan Lal said
the accused had been booked
under Section 392 (robbery) of
HTC
the Indian Penal Code.

Aishwarya Khosla
n

aishwarya.khosla@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Remember reading Mills

and Boons and Harlequin romances,
as newly-minted teens under the
blanket aided by torchlight?
Though these romances continue
to skew our expectations of love,
chick-lit and dare we say jock-lit are
all the rage even now, with many
books penned by Indian authors.
Can love be found on matrimonial
sites? Must all romances end with a
happily ever after? If these questions
impinge upon your thoughts time
and again, Ravinder Singh’s I Too
Had A Love Story is a must-read for
you. The book is an absolute tearjerker and has stubbornly refused to
budge from the bestseller list for six
years.
Touted as the queen of racy reads,
Nikita Singh has eleven novellas in
the genre under her belt. Those unfamiliar with her work might want to
pick up Accidentally In Love, which
explores a no-strings-attached relationship between a model and a photographer in India’s cut-throat fashion industry.
Can a victim of sexual abuse fall in
love again? Durjoy Datta, the reigning king of romances, answers this

n

question in Our Impossible Love.
Datta also gives readers a glimpse of
India’s vast socio-economic divide
and the impact of consumerism.

Durjoy Datta, Sudeep Nagarkar and
Kiera Cass are popular.
GETTY IMAGES

Ever fantasised about falling in
love with an intelligence officer on a
dangerous mission? Perhaps, you
should consider perusing through
The Secrets We Keep by Sudeep
Nagarkar.
Ask Capital Book Depot owner
Ajay Arora if the books have been
rightly dubbed ‘chick-lit’, he says
men too read them, surreptitiously of
course. “I of course read them openly
as I do all books in the store,” he
laughs.
Shivani Jaswal from The Browser
says other books doing well in the
genre are The One by Kiera Cass, Me
One And Only by Kristan Higgins
and Summer In The Sun by Nora
Roberts.

Woman’s purse snatched
outside P’kula restaurant Defamation case: Former PU tennis
coach to pay ex-sports director ₹10L
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Two scooter-borne

men snatched the purse of a
35-year-old woman outside an
eatery in the Sector 9 market
here on Monday night. With
this, the number of snatching cases reported in the city
this year has reached 10.
The complainant, Santosh
Jugran, a resident of Mansa
Devi Complex (MDC) here, told
the police that she had gone to
Hot Millions in Sector 9 with her
family and some relatives for
dinner.
“As we were leaving the restaurant and walking towards
the parking area when two men
struck from the rear on a metallic grey Activa scooter and

snatched away my purse containing ₹800, Aadhaar card,
PAN card, driving licence, two
debits cards and a bank cheque
book,” she said. Police said she
failed to note down the registration number of the scooter.

MAN ROBBED
OF PHONE IN UT

CHANDIGARH: A boy
snatched away the mobile
phone of a Burail village man
late Monday night. Victim
Koshari Katin said the boy,
wearing a black T-shirt and
black track pants, snuck up on
him and snatched his phone
taking advantage of the
darkness at the spot.

CASE LODGED
A case under Section 379B
(snatching) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered at the Sector-5 police station.
Investigating official assistant sub-inspector (ASI) Partap
Singh said, “We are looking for
the CCTV footage from the cameras in the area to get leads. We
will nab the accused soon.”
Earlier on April 22, a scooterborne man had snatched the
purse of a 35-year-old woman
near a Sector 7 market.

A case under Sections 379
(theft) and 356 (use of
criminal force to commit
crime) of the Indian Penal
Code was registered against
the unidentified accused.
Police are checking the CCTV
footage of the area for leads.

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:Inadefamationcase,

the district court has directed a
former tennis coach of Panjab
University, Rupinder Singh
Saini, to pay ₹10 lakh to the varsity’s former sports director.
Saini had filed an affidavit
against Gurmeet Singh in 2013,
which got published in newspapers, thus tarnishing the latter’s
image.
It was alleged that Saini was
appointed as the tennis coach
withoutanyproperqualification
and to stop any action against
him, he had filed an affidavit

THE COACH IN 2013 HAD
FILED A DEFAMATORY
AFFIDAVIT AGAINST THE
THEN DIRECTOR SPORTS,
WHICH WAS PUBLISHED
IN NEWSPAPERS
against Gurmeet Singh. As per
thedefamationsuit,plaintiffGurmeetSinghwasanassociateprofessor at the PU’s department of
physicaleducationandremained
the chairman-cum-head of the
department and director sports
from April 2012 to July 2013.
ItwasmentionedthatwhenCS

Maloya man gets
10-year jail in
2017 drugs case

QUITE A FEET

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A local court on

n

PGI prof felicitated
by US paediatric
radiology society

SUPPLY
10MGD from Kajauli waterworks
10MGD from 75 tubewells

CHICK LIT CHOICES Who
doesn’t like lighthearted
romances and happily-everafter endings?

PANCHKULA : Police have booked

Artistes performing kathak during the 158th birth anniversary celebrations of Rabindranath Tagore at Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, in
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Chandigarh on Tuesday.

TA M P E R I N G O F R E C O R D S

₹4.1-cr unpaid, MD
of Punjab Infotech
gets contempt notice

Man tries to make
off with auto on
pretext of renting
it, arrested
HT Correspondent
n

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: A local court on Tuesday

issued acontempt notice to managingdirectorofPunjabInformation and Communication Technology, Rajay Aggarwal,and
assistant superintendent of
police (ASP, circle), Khumano,
FatehgarhSahib,NavneetSingh
Bains, for failing to comply
with courtorder of December 30,
2017. Both Aggarwal and Bains
have been told to file their reply
on May 28.
The notice was issuedby chief
judicial magistrate Deepika on
the application filed by Sukhbir
Singh Shergill, a resident of
Phase 3A, Mohali, who had
alleged failure on Punjab Infotech’s part to deposit ₹4.12 crore
with the court.
ThecasedatesbacktoJanuary
11, 2017, when Raj Kumar Sangwan, an official of Punjab Info-

tech, Sector 17, Chandigarh, was
booked for misusing his official
position to destroy and tamper
with the official records of estate
division of Punjab Infotech
related to Shergill and his wife’s
property.
Shergill alleged that ₹4.12
crore was fraudulently created
and inserted in the records of
Punjab Infotech despite no dues
pending against him.
A case was registered at the
Phase 1 police station under Sections 465, 466, 467, 468, 471
oftheIndianPenalCodeandSections 409 and 120B were added
later.InDecember2017,thecourt
had told Punjab Infotech to
deposit the amount with the
court,butinsteadtheymovedthe
Punjab and Haryana high court,
challenging the order, but as no
staywasgranted,Shergillmoved
court seeking contempt.
All efforts to reach Aggarwal
for her comments failed.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Police on Monday
arrested a 25-year-old man for
trying to drive away the auto of a
Panchkula man on the pretext of
operating it on rent.
Asperthecomplainant,Diwan
Singh, a 33-year-old resident of
Sector6,Panchkula,theaccused,
Pankaj, a resident of Pabhat village in Zirakpur, had taken his
auto on rent. It was on April 27
whenDiwanhadgivenhisautoto
Pankaj to operate it during the
day in exchange for a fee to be
paid in the evening.
However,aftertakingtheauto,
Pankajdidn’trespondtohiscalls.
Smelling a rat, Diwan lodged a
complaintwiththepolice,following which Pankaj was arrested
and the auto was also recovered.
A case was registered under
Section 406 (criminal breach of
trust) of the Indian Penal Code
against the accused, who was
sent to one-day police remand.

Tuesday sentenced a 23-year-old
Maloya manto 10-yearimprisonment in a 2017 drugs case.
The court of additional district and sessions judge convicted Ashok Kumar of Jhujhar
Nagar, Maloya, under Section 22
of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act and also imposed a fine of ₹1
lakh on him.
The matter dates back to July
28, 2017, when Kumar was
caught by a police patrolling
team near a government school
in Jhujhar Nagar.
Kumar had tried to throw
away a polythene, which was
found to contain 13 injections of
buprenorphine omjesic (2ml
each) and 13 of pheniramine
maleate (10ml), following
which he was booked under the
NDPS Act.

Grewalwasholdingthechargeof
director sports of the university,
Sainiwasappointedasthetennis
coach on contractual basis for a
period of 89 days.
But when Gurmeet took the
charge, he received a complaint
thatSainididnothaveanyqualification and experience for the
said post. Following this complaint,Gurmeetsoughtthedocuments of Saini for verification of
the complaint.
However, no certificate was
provided despite repeated
reminders.Itwasmentionedthat
SainigotaDDRregisteredin2013
as a proof to show that the documentsofhisqualificationhadgot

misplaced in a market.
The executive committee of
directorate of sports on May 13,
2013askhimonceagaintosubmit
the certificate and when Saini
came to know about it, he, with a
view to malign the image of the
Gurpreet, prepared an affidavit
on May 14, 2013 and levelled
“wild, scandalous and defamatoryallegations”onhimandothers, the defamation suit mentioned.Thedefamatoryitemthen
appeared in newspapers, it was
added.
Advocate for the plaintiff
arguedthatthesoleobjectbehind
publicising such news item was
to mount pressure on Gurmeet.

8 booked for youth’s
murder in Ambala
AMBALA: A day after a youth was

stabbedtodeathandhisyounger
brother was injured in Ambala
Cantonment,policebookedeight
men in connection with the case
on Tuesday.
The accused — Lucky, Payia,
Nanu, Rishu, Rahul, Rohit, Sikander, and Kuldeep — had allegedly stabbed Mohit of Khatik
Mandi, 12 Cross Road, and
injuredhis brotherGaurav, who
is undergoing treatment at the
GovernmentMedicalCollegeand
Hospital (GMCH), Sector 32,
Chandigarh.
In his complaint to the police,

Gaurav’s cousin Vishal Rajaura
said the former had some heated
argumentswithNanu,Payia,and
Sikander on Monday, following
which the trio thrashed Gaurav
andhiscousinJatinwhowereon
their way back home. Both partieswerejoinedbytheirsupporters in the melee wherein Mohit
got stabbed, while Gaurav got
injured.
Parao SHO inspector Munish
Kumarsaidtheyhadregistereda
case against the eight under the
Indian Penal Code, and handed
over Mohit’s body to his family
HTC
after postmortem.

tricitytoday
MAY 8, 2019

FASHION & STYLE SHOWCASE

MURDER BID CASE

Graft-tainted SI’s
bail plea rejected
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The court of addi-

tional district and sessions
judge denied bail to Chandigarh
Police sub inspector (SI) Rajbir
Singh in an attempt-to-murder
case of January.
Earlier in April, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
had also opposed the bail to him
in a graft case.
Singh, who was arrested in
January for taking bribe from a
meat shop employee and a few
others after threatening of
implication in a theft case, was
suspended after the case came to
light.
He was chargesheeted on
March 11 under Section 201
(causing disappearance of evidence of offence, or giving false
information to screen offender)
of the Indian Penal Code and
Section 7 (public servant taking
gratification other than legal
remuneration in respect of an

official act) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.
He is facing the murder bid
case for trying to run over CBI
officials who had gone to arrest
him on January 4. He had surrendered in a local court five
days later.
According to the chargesheet, Sitaram, a resident of
Ram Darbar, complained to the
CBI that on the night of December 27, 2018, the SI along with a
few other cops of the Sector31
police station came to his meat
shop and took along his worker.
An amount of ₹15,000 was
decided to drop the worker’s
names in an FIR pertaining to a
theft case. The SI took ₹5,000
from Sitaram on January 2 and
₹10,000 was to be collected on
January 3.
The CBI had lad a trap, but
the SI managed to escape after
taking ₹10,000 from the complainant, besides trying to run
over the CBI sleuths after they
caught him red-handed.

The International Institute of Fashion and Interior Design (INIFD)
students are going to participate in a regional selection programme to
showcase at the upcoming Lakme Fashion Week with a jury of panellists,
including Bollywood stars, fashion and interior designers. They will
include: Swara Bhaskar of Veere di Wedding, Anupama Dayal, fashion
designer, Sonali Sancheti, interior designer, and Shefalee Vasudev,
journalist.
Where: Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, Chandigarh, When: 11am to 5pm

PU SEMINAR ON PAKISTAN’S CREATION
Forum for awareness of National Security, Chandigarh Chapter, will
organise a seminar and discussion titled ‘No More Pakistan’ at Panjab
University. The seminar is to discuss how creation of Pakistan was
unconventional and how the current internal scenario may lead to its
disintegration.
Where: 10am to 12 noon, When: Golden Jubilee Hall, Panjab University,
Sector 14, Chandigarh

APNI MANDI
CHANDIGARH: Sector 40A,
Sector 46, and Sector 15B
MOHALI: Sector 57
and Phase 11
PANCHKULA: Sector 26

Sector 15B
Sector 40A
Chandigarh

Sector 57
Mohali

Sector 46

Panchkula

Phase 11
Sector 26

To list events write to us at tricityevents@gmail.com
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ISSUESTHATMATTER:
PANCHKULA IGNORED

Paris dreams
gone awry
LOCAL, BUT IMPORTANT Panchkula residents are
aspiring for an easier civic life and facilities on a par
with Chandigarh; politicians, however, have failed them
Yuvraj Kaushal
n

yuvraj.kaushal@htlive.com

NUMBERS ON POLLS

PANCHKULA: The district, which politi-

cians and successive governments,
have, for decades, wanted to turn into the
Paris of the state, is, today, enmeshed in
a quagmire of local issues. Part of
Ambala (reserved) Lok Sabha constituency, the city’s attempts to deal with
these, however, have been pretty feeble.
Even its municipal corporation, first
elected in 2013 was dissolved after its tenure was over in 2018. The House’s tenure
was marred by bitter wrangling between
political parties.
Now, there is a parallel system of governance with the MC commissioner acting as the administrator and the state
government functioning through the
deputy commissioner.
Over the years, transfers of deputy
commissioners have been an issue and
only works related to the implementation of projects that were announced by
the government or have been
announced by the CM are tracked. Local
issues get ignored under this scheme of
governance. As for an MP, residents
believe that the city primarily needs a
local government set-up.
ONLY INDUSTRY’S
CLOSURE RANKLES
Residents are upset at the closure of the
HMT Pinjore unit, and place it alongside
the BJP 2014 manifesto that promised to
turn Panchkula into an industrial hub.
Ashish Gupta, of Sector 4, said, “The
HMT closure has left thousands of
employees counting their losses. Other
issues like garbage disposal, water supply, unemployment and condition of
roads have not been tackled.”
Rakesh Aggarwal, of Sector 12, said,
“Scams at the local level must be
checked. The MP does not have a direct
role in local issues, but he can get major

With 60% of Panchkula
district’s population on the
electoral rolls, a substantial
increase over last time’s 57%,
residents hope for a change in
luck with these elections. Here
are figures that still reflect
hope that the power of ballot
could make a difference in
residents’ lives

19,355 131
New
voters
registered
since
January 1

Voters
above
the age
of 100
years

n

INGLORIOUS ROAD: Panchkula has lacked in utilisation of funds and monitoring of development projects

whattheysay

›

We need 24-hour water
supply, industrial
projects and garbage
processing plant. An
over-bridge must
be built on the
Ghaggar.

3.7 LAKH
Voters in
assembly
constituencies of
Panchkula
and Kalka

works approved, along with budget. A
hospital and university is sorely
needed.”
Panchkula has lacked in utilisation of
funds and monitoring of development
projects. “In November 2018, the CM laid
the foundation stone for an apple and
vegetable mandi to be set up on over 75
acre at HMT, Pinjore, at a cost of ₹100
crore. This has drawn severe flak.
Vijay Bansal, convener, HMT Sangharsh Samiti, said, “The government
promised to establish a bigger unit. It is
shameful that it is setting up an apple
market instead of reviving an engineering industry.”
Projects, however, continue to hang
fire for years. Some of these are the new
cow shelter and the setting up of a medical college that the chief minister himself announced three years ago.
Theprimary contest, here, is between
the BJP and the Congress and the total-

SK NAYAR,
president, Citizen
Welfare Association,
Panchkula

number of voters in Panchkula and
Kalka is 3.7 lakh.
Regularisation of illegal colonies and
encroachment on government land is
also a poll issue, with illegal colony residents seeking construction of flats. Parking facility and ramshackle footpaths
cry for attention.
Residents in Pinjore, Kalka, Raipur
Rani and Barwala areas claim illegal
mining continues unabated.
WATER WOES
Every summer, residents are left complaining of either water shortage or lowwater pressure. Ashok Kumar, of Sector
21, says, “We hear tall claims that there
will be no water shortage during summers. However, taps go dry.”
Kaushalya dam, which contributes 11
MGD to the supply, dries up during the
summer, with a shortfall of 5.5 MGD.
With Kajauli waterworks project getting

Vote Modi for strengthening
the country: Anupam Kher
HT Correspondent
n

›

Be it stray dog menace,
stray cattle, or for that
matter law and order problem,
residents are soaked in misery.
Residents in
Trans-Ghaggar area
deserve a hearing.
RP MALHOTRA,
president, Federation
of Residents’ Association,
Panchkula

delayed, water shortage seems imminent. Residents also blame frequent
power outages for water shortage.
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
PROJECT HANGS FIRE
For years, residents of Panchkula extension (Sectors 23-27) are putting up with a
dumping yard, which is less than 800m
from residential sectors.
The work of solid waste management
project for Panchkula-Naraingarh cluster on a 13.2 acre site at Jhuriwala village
is at a standstill. Residents of TransGhaggar sectors are opposing it, fearing
that it would impact health.
President of Sector 25 Residents’ Welfare Association, RN Sehgal, said, “We
had repeatedly asked civic body officials
to shift the site to Bhanu village, which is
7 km away from this extension (Sectors
24-28). People are also willing to handover the land but authorities continue to

Public perception
of railgate
against Bansal,
claims Dhawan
HT Correspondent

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

n

CHANDIGARH: AnupamKher, actor
and husband of BJP candidate
Kirron Kher, held public meetings, and campaigned door to
door in different parts of the city
on Tuesday.
In a public meeting held in
Sector 24, Anupam said, “If you
want to give to your family and to
the young generation a new
India, then you give your precious vote to that person whom
you not only love but also
respect. To love is a compulsion
of a relationship, but to respect
comes from the work of the person. That’s why I always praise
Modi ji, because not only in the
country, but also in foreign
countries there is great respect
for his work.”
He added that the recent move
of the United Nations to designate Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist was an achievement of
the government. “This was not
only because the Indian government repeatedly pushed for it,
but, also because in the last five
years Prime Minister Narendra
Modi earned respect and honour
for the country abroad.”
Seeking votes for his wife Kirron Kher, he said, “Kirron Kher
ji, ajeeb lagta ji bolna par Kirron

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: AAP candidate Har-

n

Actor Anupam Kher and husband of Chandigarh BJP candidate Kirron Kher interacting with morning
walkers at the Sukhna Lake on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

ji has earned the ji (she has
earned the respect to be called ji)
by her work as a wife, as a
mother, as an MP and as an
Indian citizen. It is only in this
government that we have
women as foreign minister,
defence minister and speaker of
the Lok Sabha. Even this programme was organised by
women and they have been given
tremendous respect.”
Talking to media persons
after the public meeting in Sec-

tor 24, Kher, said, “If one is
involved in corruption, one will
definitely get caught whether it
is in one year or five years. If people vote for such corrupt leaders,
they will be considered as fools.”
Anupam also campaigned in
Behalana village. Addressing
the gathering, he said, “Don’t
elect the corrupt people as your
representatives. People who are
only known for scams like 2G,
3G, fodders scams will destroy
this country.”

In the morning, Anupam campaigned at the Sukhna Lake and
interacted with morning walkers. Here, he said Prime Minister
NarendraModineverresortedto
politics of hate and vengeance.
Instead, he tirelessly worked for
the development of each and
every citizen of the nation. He
appealed to the people present at
the meeting to support his wife
Kirron and assured that her election will accelerate growth and
development of the city.

mohan Dhawan has said that the
public perception on railgate
will never leave his Congress
rival Pawan Bansal.
“I am not going to debate
whether he has got a clean chit or
not. But when a public perception is built on something, it is
difficult to overcome it,” said
Dhawan during a media interaction at his residence on Tuesday.
He added that Bansal had won
the 2009 election by 60,000 votes
and lost the 2014 election by
70,000 votes. Then Congress
under his leadership was routed
from MC election. “Why it has
happened? This was because a
general perception of railgate
has been built in Chandigarh,”
he added.
On his BJP rival Kirron Kher,
Dhawan said that she had been d
total failure in Chandigarh. She
could not deliver on any of 60
promises she made to the city
during 2014 elections.
He claimed that people had
made up their mind to go for an
alternative, as they know that
both the BJP and the Congress
had fooled them over the past
years.

2 weeks after Mohali SAD leader joined Cong,
MC sends anti-encroachment team to his house
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantntimes.com

MOHALI: Even as encroachments
are a major issue in the town,
changing political alliances in
the poll season can dictate
action.
Two weeks after former Akali
leader Nirmal Singh Kanda,who
was SAD’s Mohali vice-president, joined the Congress, Punjab cabinet minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu used his ‘influence’
to stop an anti-encroachment
drive against his (Kanda’s)
house in Phase-10.
Besides the shifting alliance,
this episode is being seen as
instance of the rift between city
mayor, Kulwant Singh, and
Sidhu, the state minister.

›

My party colleague
has got stay orders
from the high court against
any demolition. He was
targeted only because he
joined the Cong recently.

›

How can someone
stop govt officials
from doing their job?
It is sad that because of
some political leaders the
city is encroached upon.

BALBIR SINGH SIDHU, Mohali
MLA and Punjab cabinet minister

MANJIT SINGH SETHI,
deputy mayor, Mohali

Kanda’s house is in the ward of
mayor’s son, Sarabjeet Singh,
who is councillor in the Mohali
municipal corporation.
The MC had issued a notice to
Kanda on encroachment and the
demolition of the boundary wall
of his house was ordered by

Kulwant.
On Tuesday, Sidhu reached
the spot of the drive and stopped
the anti-encroachment team
comprising sub-divisional engineers — Sunil Kumar, Kamaldeep Singh and Sukhminder
Singh — from demolishing the

wall. Heated arguments were
exchanged between Kanda’s
family members and the officials
conducting the drive.
“Kanda has got stay orders
from the Punjab and Haryana
high court against any demolition. He was targeted only
because he joined the Congress
recently and is an example of
political vendetta. Why is the
mayor following a pick-andchoose policy, when the town is
full of encroachments,”
Sidhu said.
City mayor Kulwant Singh
and MC commissioner Bhupinder Pal Sidhu did not respond to
phone calls and text messages.
Deputy mayor Manjit Singh
Sethi said, “How can someone
stop government officials from

SANT ARORA/HT

harass residents.”
MEDICAL COLLEGE DREAMS
A medical college and hospital to be set
up at Mansa Devi Complex, as
announced by the chief minister on
April 24, 2016, hangs fire. Authorities
claim that the project has not been
shelved, but it has been postponed for the
time being.
Panchkula MLA Gian Chand Gupta
said development projects of over
₹2,000 crore had been approved for
Panchkula during the state government’s tenure. “The medical college was
delayed as the CM wanted to give priority to setting up of a National Institute of
Ayurveda at a cost of ₹500 crore. The
medical college will come up.”
Residents are demanding an immediate overhaul of policing and more
recruitment. The city houses head offices of several state government departments, thus making law and order a serious concern. VIP duty also consumes
precious resources.
95 TRAFFIC COPS MAN
DISTRICT; 200 MORE NEEDED
The traffic police department is understaffed with only 95 cops to man the
entire district and a lone speed radar, fitted on only interceptor it has. There are
just four alcometers with the department to check drunken driving.
There are two traffic inspectors, one
the for city and other for periphery
against seven in Chandigarh. Experts
sayPanchkulaneeds200morepersonnel
as these cops have to not only monitor
traffic within its limits but also on the
two highways –Panchkula-Shimla and
Panchkula-Yamunanagar.

leaderspeak
‘TALKS ARE ON FOR
PROJECT AT HMT LAND’

›

I have brought 35 projects
to the constituency. An
apple mandi will come up on
HMT land. We are in
talks with Centre
for a project on the
remaining land.
RATTAN LAL KATARIA,
BJP candidate from
Ambala

‘MP NOT SEEKING VOTES
FOR WORK, ONLY MODI’

›

If Kataria had been
serious, then this
constituency would not be
lagging. Rather
than his
work, he is
seeking
votes in the
name of Modi.

KUMARI SELJA,
Congress candidate,
Ambala

POLLBUZZ
Election song
for Chandigarh
launched
To boost electoral participation, Ajoy Kumar Sinha,
chief electoral officer, Chandigarh, launched the election
song for Chandigarh. Chandigarh-based music artist,
and YouTube sensation,
Aksh Bagla, has sung the
song. No musical instruments are used in the entire
composition. The artist has
only used his vocals for creating the music . Aksh has been
felicitated with the StreamCon Asia Award for Best
Cover song on YouTube 2018.

Vij abuses
protester
in Ambala
Haryana health minister and
BJP leader Anil Vij on Tuesday abused protesters in
Machhonda village for raising anti-government slogans.
A video of the incident has
gone viral on social media.
Vij was campaigning for
BJP’s Ambala candidate Rattan Lal Kataria at Begumpur
Dharamshala when a group
of men questioned him on
problems and issues of the
constituency; they were told
to leave the hall. Outside the
hall, these men started sloganeering and while leaving,
Vij is heard abusing protesters. A BJP spokesperson
claimed the protesters were
from the INLD, a charge that
this party has denied

n

BJP candidate Kirron Kher campaigning at Punjab and
Haryana high court on Tuesday.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

Kirron woos doctors, teachers
BJP candidate Kirron Kher
addressed a meeting of the
National Integrated Medical
Association (NIMA) in Sector
35 on Tuesday. BJP Chandigarh state president Sanjay
Tandon also addressed the
meeting. Dr Prince Bandhela,
DrRachitSuriandmanyother
doctors raised the demand
that commercial tax charged
by the administration from

doctors running clinics in
their residences should be
stopped. They raised the issue
of regularisation of small clinics. Later, addressing a meeting, she took credit for
increasing the age limit to 37
from 25 for recruitment in UT.
She also assured that provision of dearness allowance
and pension would be implemented for teachers as well.

Jhansi Sharma
joins BJP

Prohibitory
orders in force

Jhansi Sharma, national
executive committee member of Nationalist Mahila
Congress, along with dozens
of women workers formally
joined the BJP at a function
held at the party office on
Tuesday. City BJP chief Sanjay Tandon, ex-mayor and
councillor Arun Sood, district president and councillor
Ravi Kant Sharma welcomed
the new members. Jhansi
claimed that Modi’s policies
had provided strength and
respect to women.

Chandigarh district magistrate, Mandip Singh Brar, in
an order issued on Tuesday
has prohibited the public
from carrying or possessing
of all kinds of fire-arms and
ammunition within the limits
of UT Chandigarh. He has
also directed all arms licence
holders in Chandigarh to
deposit their arms and
ammunition with the nearest
police station, immediately.
The order applicable from
Wednesday will be effective
till and including May 27.

Politics of
merchandise

PUNJAB CABINET
MINISTER BALBIR
SINGH SIDHU STOPS
DEMOLITION OF WALL OF
HOUSE IN PHASE 10;
MC HAS IDENTIFIED
4,200 ENCROACHMENTS
doing their job. It is sad, that
because of some political leaders, the city has been encroached
upon.”
Nine months ago, the Mohali
MC had conducted a survey and
identified 4,200 encroachers in
the city. However, the civic body
is yet to issue any notice to the
violators, reflecting its soft
stance on the matter.

The Lok Sabha elections are
making their mark on everything, and fashion hasn’t
been left out. NaMo and RaGa
T-shirts are making their
mark not only outside political offices, but also on online
retail websites like Amazon
and Flipkart. This isn’t just
limited to T-shirts, this time
there are mufflers, fridge
magnets, even water-based
tattoos for people to sport.
COMPILED BY SUNIL
n

Congress candidate Pawan Bansal during door-to-door
campaigning in the Sector 22 market on Tuesday.

RAHAR, MUNIESHWER A
HT PHOTO

SAGAR AND RAJANBIR
SINGH
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Perfect 100 score in languages
promotes cramming: Experts
ROTE LEARNING All over the country, 2,758 students scored full marks in
Sanskrit, 1,820 in English communication, and 24 in English language and literature
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : A day after the

declaration of Class 10 results
by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), experts
on Tuesday said that the perfect
100 score is unjustifiable in languages, saying that it promotes
cramming.
As per the data of the results
announced by the educational
board, a number of students
scored a perfect 100 in different
subjects, including languages.
Across India, 2,758 students
in Sanskrit, 1,820 in English
communication, 24 in English
language and literature, 980
students in Hindi course A, 1,290
in Hindi course B, 462 in
Marathi, 232 in French, 173 in
Bengali, 77 in Punjabi, 73 in
Malayalam, 55 in Arabic, 20
in Urdu course A, 17 in German
and 11 in Kannada, scored full
marks.

›

unfortunate and has been
widely critiqued but since
2009-10, the CBSE has gone on to
follow this pattern.”
“The sensibilities that should
be examined are not being
examined,” he said.
Chairperson of the School of
Punjabi Studies, Panjab University (PU), Yograj Angrish, said,
“The language and literature
are being taught simply on the
pattern of grammar and multiple choice questions. The
purpose of teaching literature is
being defeated. Students know
the correct answers from books
but not their meaning.”

This trend has been
going on for quite a
few years now. The
students’ own way of
writing/thinking is not
appreciated in this system.
It is unfortunate and has
been widely critiqued.
KRISHNA KUMAR,
former NCERT director

Former National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) director
Krishna Kumar said, “This
trend has been going on for
quite a few years now. This culture of right or wrong and
‘model answers’ promotes
cramming. The students’ own
way of writing/thinking is not
appreciated in this system. It is

OBJECTIONS TO
CHECKING GUIDELINES
Talking about the evaluation of
papers after the CBSE examinations, former chairperson of the
department of English, PU,
Rana Nayar, said, “The examiners are given instructions to the
effect that if an answer is along

the expected line and the student manages to reproduce
some of the phrases and words
even if the grammar is
incorrect, she/he has to be given
full marks.”
“This is giving a false idea to
the students that they can score
100 in languages; this can never
happen. If one has a 100% competence in languages, what else
would one need? When these
students come to universities,
they cannot express themselves
in a very effective manner,”
Nayar said.
Nayar also said that he was
not in favour of giving 100 marks
to students in language
subjects. “The performance of a
student has to be judged by
expression, language skills,
grammar and several other
aspects. This standardisation
of all subjects cannot go on.
There is no justification for
giving 100 marks in languages,”
he said.
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MOHALI COLLEGE
GETS PG COURSE
IN MATHS

Panjab varsity syndicate to
discuss fee hike on May 11

HT Correspondent

HT Correspondent

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

n

CHANDIGARH: Members of the

Phase 6, got an approval
last week to start the post graduation (PG) course in Mathematics for the students of the
college.
Principal Komal Brocha said
they got an approval from Punjabi University, Patiala, and the
Punjab government.
“It was a long pending
demand of the students to start
the course in the college as
they had to go to colleges located
in distant places in order to
pursue the course. Also,
most can’t afford to pursue
the course in a private college,”
she said.
Brocha added that the college
will be having the intake capacity of around 40 students in the
course, which will begin from
July 2019-20 onwards.

Panjab University (PU) Syndicate will meet on May 11 to take
up the recommendations of a
panel
that
approved
10% fee hike for all traditional
and partially self-financed
courses with some variation for
different courses.
In March this year, the highest proposed fee hike of 70% for
B Pharma and 79% in M Pharma
courses at the University
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences (UIPS) was also approved
by the panel.
Following a protest by the
students on April 11, 2017, it was
decided that the fee will be
increased by only 10%.
The 10% fee hike across the
board has been approved for the
new students in 2019-20, while a
5% hike has been approved for
the continuing students.
The panel had approved a
20% fee hike for bachelors and
masters of engineering courses
at University Institute of
Engineering and Technology
(UIET), 10 to 20% in Bachelor of
Engineering (BE), Master of
Engineering (ME) and Master of
Science (MSc) courses at Dr SS
Bhatnagar University
Institute of Chemical
Engineering and Technology
(UICET).
University Business School
(UBS) had proposed ₹10,000
increase in tuition fee for
Masters of Commerce (M Com
honours), Masters of Business
Administration (MBA general),
MBA (human resources), MBA
(international business)
and MBA (executives) programmes.
These recommendations
were approved by the panel but
the final call would be taken by
the Syndicate.

THE COLLEGE RECENTLY
GOT APPROVAL FOR THE
COURSE FROM PUNJABI
UNIVERSITY AND
PUNJAB GOVERNMENT

PSEB mourns
death of historian Students make a mark in academics, sports too
CHANDIGARH: Sports and academics can go hand-in-hand, proved
students after the ICSE declared
the results of Class 10 and Class 12
examinations.
National-level fencer Kushi
from St Stephen’s School, Sector
45-B, Chandigarh, scored 97.7%
marks. The 15-year-old has been
taking part in the sport for last
five years and has two gold and
two bronze medals to her credit.

Also a piano artiste, Kushi gives
the credit of her success to her
parents.
A national hockey player and a
student of Yadavindra Public
School, Mohali, Pavit Singh
scored 97% marks in non-medical
stream of Class 12. Pavit has represented IPSC Hockey Championship. He said that it was really
tough to balance between
between the field and studies.HTC

n

Kushi, scored 97.7%

Proposed fee hike in various courses

MOHALI : Government College,

I C S E R E S U LT S 2 0 1 9

MOHALI : Punjab School Education Board (PSEB) mourned the
demise of historian Kirpal Singh
who passed away in Chandigarh
on Tuesday. During a meeting,
the special textbooks review
committee observed two-minute
silence in the presence of
chairman Manohar Kant Kalohia and vice-chairman Baldev
Sachdeva .
HTC

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

n

Pavit Singh, scored 97%

On May 11, the syndicate will take up the recommendations of a
panel that approved a 10% fee hike for all traditional and partially
self-financed courses with some variation for different courses
Course

Existing fee
(2018-19)

Proposed fee
(2019-20)

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF PHARMACY (UIPS)
BPharma
MPharma

₹14,665
₹27,825

₹25,000
₹50,000

UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL (UBS)
MCom (honours)
MBA for executives

₹46,795
₹1,04,605

₹56,795
₹1,14,605

₹17,725

₹27,725

MBA (general, HR, IB)

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY (UIET)
BE
ME

₹87,820
₹25,565

₹1,01,620
₹28,175

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY (UICET)
BE with MBA
BE

₹92,385
₹19,915

₹1,01,035
₹21,815

ME
MSc

₹27,825
₹30,335

₹31,380
₹33,935

SEXUAL HARASSMENT
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST
DENTAL TEACHER
The Syndicate will also discuss
the letter of a dismissed teacher
of Dr HS Judge Institute of Dental Sciences and Hospital in a
sexual harassment case.
The accused teacher has written a letter to vice-chancellor
(V-C) Raj Kumar to withdraw
his confession, saying that it
was obtained from him under
pressure.
He has asked to reconsider
the matter and pass a fresh
order after granting a complete
opportunity of hearing him.
Around a dozen students had

complained against the said
teacher who was sacked by the
Senate on November 3, 2018,
also depriving him the option to
seek government employment
elsewhere.
TO ALSO DISCUSS
INCREASE IN SEATS
In the upcoming meeting, the
Syndicate will also discuss the
increase in number of seats for
certain courses, introduction of
Bachelor of Arts (BA honours)
and Bachelor of Commerce (B
Com honours) courses in the
department of evening studies,
and grant of paternity leaves to
college teachers.

CBSECLASS10RESULTS
ASHIANA
PUBLIC SCHOOL

THE BRITISH
SCHOOL

BHAVAN
VIDYALAYA

SECTOR 46,
Chandigarh >>

SECTOR 44-B,
Chandigarh >>

SECTOR 27,
Chandigarh >>

Dhruv, 96.8%

Vanshika Arya, 96.4%

Aditya Gupta, 96.2%

Aditya Gahlot, 96%

Aditi Singla, 98%

Ayush Kaushik, 97.6%

Arnav Aggarwal, 96.8%

Ananya Aarya ,98.2%

Drishti Gupta, 99.6%

BHAVAN
VIDYALAYA
SECTOR 15,
Panchkula>>

Avnish Chauhan, 96.4%

Himanshi Dhingra, 96%

Aryan Dhaka, 98

Hiteshwar, 99.4%

Abhikankshit Singh, 96%

Tanya Singh, 99.2%

Aarna Galhotra, 98.2%

Aakriti, 99.4%

Anika Thakur, 96.8%

Aastha Bansal, 98.6%

Anandi Roy, 96%

Akshat Gupta, 97.4%

CHITKARA
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

DC
MONTESSORI
SR SEC SCHOOL

SECTOR 25,
Chandigarh >>

Manimajra,
Chandigarh >>

Aerin Sharma ,98.6%

Hardik, 96%

Sanika Bhosale, 98.8%

DIKSHANT
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
Zirakpur >>

Amani Taxak, 99.2%

Rashika Bhosale, 96%

DOON
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

Jiya, 96.6%

Ayush, 97.8%

Osheen Gandhi, 97.2%

Mehakdeep Kaur, 98.2%

Navya, 98.2%

Jashnoor Kaur, 96.2%

Jasmine Saini, 96.2%

Ishani Jaiswal, 96.4%

Saksham Gupta, 96%

Aadi Jain, 96.8%

Aaditya Prasad, 97.4%

Rishika Chaudhary, 99.4

Kinjal Gangahar, 96.4%

DELHI PUBLIC
SCHOOL
Sector 40-C,
Chandigarh >>

SECTOR 69,
Mohali >>

Parnika Sisodia, 98.4%

Mehul Mangla, 98%

Jasmeen, 96.8%

Harshit, 96.4%

HOLY CHILD
SCHOOL

GURUKUL
GLOBAL
SCHOOL

Panchkula >>

IT Park,
Chandigarh >>

Abeer Batta, 98%

Aryana, 97.6%

Gunaayat Kaur, 98.4%

I S DEV SAMAJ
SCHOOL

LEARNING
PATHS SCHOOL

SECTOR 21,
Chandigarh >>

Sector 67,
Mohali>>

Hargun Kaur, 97.6%

Ishita Srivastava, 96.8%

Muskan Yadav, 97.2%

SACRED HEART
SENIOR
SECONDARY
SCHOOL

SAINT SOLDIER
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
SECTOR 28B,
Chandigarh >>

SECTOR 26,
Chandigarh >>
Harshita, 96%

Arshnoor Kaur, 97.4%

Shubham Singh, 96%

Ria Chugh, 97.6%

Prerna Sandhir, 98.4%

Armeen, 98.4%
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Notice to Kharar builder for
violating fire safety norms
PUTTING LIVES AT RISK Building has not received a no-objection certificate
Idrees Bukhtiyar
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The builder of Parkwood Glade Society in Sector 116
has been sent a notice by the
Mohali fire service office for not
installing firefighting equipment in the buildings.
Karma Chand Sood, fire officer, Mohali, said he took action
after residents of the society
complained to him about lack of
equipment.
“We have given 15 days to the
builder to install the fire equipment after which we will take
action,” Sood said. Earlier, Gurdeep Bajwa, vice president of
the society’s Resident Welfare

PU dept to stage
musical ‘Heer
Ranjha’ from May 9
CHANDIGARH: The department of

Indian theatre, Panjab University, will stage the musical play,
‘Heer Ranjha’, for four days from
May 9 to12 at the Open Air Theatre here. The play is written by
Ekam Manuke and designed
and directed by chairperson
of the department Navdeep
Kaur.
The two-hour play, depicting
the love story of Heer and
Ranjha, the two great lovers of
Punjab , penned by Waris Shah,
will be performed by students
pursuing MA.
Kaur said the idea of choosing
the play was to revive the folk
traditions and culture of Punjab.
The music has been produced
by assistant director, department of youth welfare, Tejinder
Gill.
This is the first play written by
Manuke who, otherwise, is a poet
and a lyricist.
Manuke said, “We, as artistes,
believe that we will have to keep
the connectivity with the folklore of Punjab.
The lighting for the play has
been designed by Souti Chakraborty from the National School
HTC
of Drama, New Delhi.

›

We have given 15 days
to the builder of
Parkwood Glade Society
in Sector 116 to install the
equipment after which
we will take action.
KARMA CHAND SOOD, fire officer

Association, expressed concern
over the lives at risk.
“There are no fire extinguishers or any safety equipment system installed in the buildings.
The electrical units are a virtual
tinderbox and have caught fire
a number of times,” he said.

Recounting two recent incidents, Bajwa said one of the
units caught fire on April 14 and
the other on Friday night. “All
the wires of the box have completely burnt down, it’s a serious fire hazard,” Bajwa said.
NOC NOT ISSUED
The building has not been
issued a no-objection certificate
(NOC) from the fire office
Mohali. If there is a fire in the
building then there’s no way to
control it and the fire station has
to be called, Bajwa added.
“All the electrical panels are
installed in the basement where
the cars are parked. If the fire
spreads to the car parking area,

it can easily turn into a conflagration, engulfing the entire
complex and can lead to a major
tragedy involving hundreds of
residents,” says Rana Nayar, a
resident.
Despite complaining to the
builder nothing had happened.
“We are paying a hefty
amount for maintenance but we
are not getting the facilities,” he
said. Fire officials have visited
the colony earlier too and even
issued a notice to the builder but
no step was taken, Narender
Nain, a resident, said.
Managing director of Parkwood Glade Society Dakshdeep
Singh couldn’t be contacted
despite repeated attempts.

Make city parks
senior-friendly,
plead the elderly

LEGAL AID
CLINICS TO
SOLVE SENIOR
CITIZENS’ WOES

Rajanbir Singh

Services Authority launched a
project “Instilling Confidence
Amongst Elderly” for the senior
citizens on Tuesday.
It was launched under the guidance of Punjab State Legal Services Authority executive chairman Mahesh Grover, present on
the occasion.
As per the authority, legal aid
clinics will be used as a one-stop
platform for senior citizens in
Mohali.
Punjab and Haryana high
court judge and administrative
judge of Mohali sessions division
justice Amit Rawal, and district
sessions judge Vivek Puri were
also present.
Member secretary of Punjab
State Legal Services Authority
Harpreet Kaur Jeewan said
senior citizens will be connec
ted with the legal aid clinics and
the children of legal literacy
clubs. Jeewan added that medical camps will be held for the elderly and a campaign will be
launched to create awareness
HTC
about their rights.

n

rajanbir.singh@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH:City Beautiful’s sen-

ior citizens are demanding that
city parks be made ‘senior citizen
friendly’ to cater to the large
number of elderly people who
throng these parks. This decision
was announced at a recent meeting held by the Second Innings
Association.
President of the association,
RK Garg said, “Braille signages
must be installed for the visually
impaired. Ramps must be
installed throughout the park to
make it wheelchair accessible.
Many senior citizens suffering
from Alzhemiers must also be
required to carry a slip with
their name and address on it.
Supervisors can also be hired to
keep a check on the well-being of
the seniors.”
Garg added that, at first, one of
the major gardens of the city such
as Leisure Valley in Sector 10 and
Rose Garden in Sector 16 must be
converted into a model park for

senior citizens. After this, the
municipal corporation (MC)
must try to convert at least one
park for every subsector of a sector in the coming years.
Cultural secretary of Chandigarh Senior Citizens Association,
Ajit Singh Bhatia said parks are a
source of entertainment for many
old timers. “This is how we keep
in touch. It is healthy for us to
share our griefs and sorrows
here.”
He added that to facilitate this,
a shelter with a canopy should be
provided at all parks, and proper
washroom facilities which are
wheelchair accessible should be
provided for their convenience.
Vice president of CSCA, captain (retd) GS Ghuman added
that MC can look into making
more benches for the senior citizens and to make them more
comfortable.
Officials from the horticulture
department of the MC on the condition of anonymity said that
some provisions were already
there for senior citizens.

MOHALI: The Punjab State Legal

tricity & beyond
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‘Haanji’ is so typical of this city,
it’s fun how we speak over here
TWO STATES
TV star Vivek
Dahiya loves
Chandigarh as he
feels the city gave
him the best of
both worlds:
The earthiness of
Haryana and the
sophistication of
Punjab

WORK
Former business analyst and model-turnedactor Vivek Dahiya is a well-known television
personality who started out by playing a bit
part in Ye Hai Aashiqui, followed by Ek Veer
Ki Ardaas… Veera, Ye Hai Mohabbatein,
Kavach and Qayamat Ki Raat. He also a won a
reality dance competition, Nach Baliye 8,
which aired on Star Plus, in 2017. Besides TV,
Dahiya also plans to create content for the
web and digital space.
HOMETOWN
Chandigarh
FAMILY
His father CR Dahiya is a lawyer, mother
Manju Dahiya is a homemaker and younger
sister Riya Dahiya is a wedding ‘designer’.
Dahiya is married to Divyanka Tripathi, a
famous television actress.
EDUCATION
After passing Class 10 from St Stephen’s
School, Chandigarh, he later moved to Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, Chandigarh, to complete Class 12. A bachelor in business administration (honours), Dahiya did his MSc in
international business management from De
Montfort University in the United Kingdom.
MY AREA OF EXPERTISE
Acting and business
MY SECRET SAUCE
I always used to believe that
smart workers were more
successful than those who
spent a lot of time and effort
doing a job. But, with time,
I realised there’s no substitute for hard work.
You have to find out
what interests you and
get going. When you do
something you love,
it’s not work. There’s
no burden but excitement to do more.
THE MANTRA OF
SUCCESS IN
ACTING
Observation is the
key: Most of acting
skills are acquired by
observing people. Know
yourself and understand
the kind of character you
are in real life.
Realisation: Acting
involves a lot of common sense.

You have to realise your role to deliver the best.
Good diction: That’s essential for an actor
to be successful. You have to have command
over the language and speak clearly without
fumbling.
THE TURNING POINT
Life’s been full of turning points. First was in
2010, when I returned to India from the UK
because of personal reasons. Second, in 2014,
when I left my regular job and came to Mumbai to be an actor, I took a big leap of faith.
Getting married to Divyanka in 2016 and
winning Nach Baliye 8, a television dance
show, in 2017, were the other two major turning points in my life.
WHAT I OWE TO CHANDIGARH
The word haanji (laughs). I really like this
word. It’s fun, the way we speak over here.
The city has rich cultural and traditional heritage. I know I have the earthiness of Haryana
and sophistication of Punjab, so I can say that
Chandigarh gave me the best of both worlds.
THINGS I LIKE TO DO WHEN
I VISIT CHANDIGARH
When I visit Chandigarh, I eat paranthas
cooked by mom. I call her from the airport
itself so she keeps the food ready. I am a car
enthusiast, I love the thrill of speed and driving and Chandigarh roads are ideal for that. I
love going on the gehri route and eating out at
Hotel Mountview whenever I am here.
HOW HAS THE CITY CHANGED
OVER THE YEARS?
There’s no transformation as such but one
can witness a little changes in the city. Chandigarh has grown commercially over time.
There are so many new restaurants and startups coming up here. Also, the traffic in the
city has increased in the past few years.
CHANGES I WOULD WANT
TO SEE IN THE CITY
The IT park should be developed. It should
cater to the employment needs of young professionals. The Chandigarh Industrial and
Tourism Development Corporation (CITCO)
should focus on commercialising and attracting more international tourists to the Sukhna
Lake area by opening up clubs and restaurants over there.
THE BEST ADVICE I’VE EVER GOT
I got it from my father, who said the right path
was always difficult. Another advice that I follow is: Your time is now! This is it. Whatever
you do today will always remain.
AS TOLD TO RIBHA SOOD
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SPORTS ROUNDUP

Rashiddinlead,
Ranjit, Angad
tiedseccond

Aditi finishes tied-35
at Mediheal C’ship
Agencies
n

PGTI MEET Delhi golfer fires seven birdies with a lone bogey
o
lead at the end of Day 1
on the 18th hole to take a one-shot
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LEA
ADERBOARD

PANCHKULA:Delhi’s Rashid Khan,

one of the pre-tournament
favourites, took the round one
leadaftershootingasix-under-66
at the TATA Steel PGTI Players
ChampionshipatPanchkulaGolf
Club on Monday.
Mysuru-based 24-year-old
Yashas Chandra fired a record
three eagles during his round of
five-under-67 to be placed tied
secondalongwithfiveotherplayersincludingChandigarh’sRanjitSinghandPanchkula’sAngad
Cheema.
RashidKhan,currentlyplaced
secondinthePGTIorderofmerit
and a winner this year, used his
wedges to perfection making
somequalityupanddownswhich
accounted for four of his seven
birdies. Rashid’s only blemish
was thebogeyon the closing18th
where he landed his approach
beyond the green.
“I did well when I was just
short of the green or on the front
edge. I took advantage of all the
shorter holes like the first, sixth
andeighth.Thekeyatthiscourse
will be to execute well when
you’re within 50 yards of the
green. The chip-putts will be
toughandonehastolanditinthe
right places,” Khan said.
“I’vebeenridingonsomegood
form coming into this week with
a win and four other top-10s this
year including one at the Indian
Open. The game’s been solid and
this week it’ll be all about adjusting well to the conditions here,”
he added.
Chandra became only the
third playeron the PGTI tomake
threeeaglesinaround.Hiseventful round also included three

Rashid
d Khan (66); Tapy Ghai, Ranjit Singh, Angad Cheema, Om Prakash
Chouhan, Yashas Chandra and Syed Saqib Ahmed (67); Mithun Perera,
P
Abhijit Singh Chadha and Mohammad Sanju (68) ; Sham
Arjun Prasad,
Khan, Udayan
U
Mane, Mani Ram, Sanjay Kumar, Honey Baisoya (
Singh, Ankur Chadha, Karan Pratap Singh, Anura Rohana, C
Mukessh Kumar, Martendeya Kanishka Sinha (70).
n

a two double-boge
birdies and
The 2018 PGTI Emergin
e
of the Ye
ment w
double
gey on
opening
g
hole whe
ere he
e hazard.
Howeverr,hefoughthiswayback
on the ve
ery next hole by driving
the green
n to set up a 10-foot eagle
conversiion.
Yasha
as’othertwoeaglescame
on the first
f
where he sank a
25-footerr from off the green and
on the six
xth where he once again
drove th
he green and drained it
from 10 fe
eet. He ended up with an
incredib
ble three eagle-twos, a
first on th
he PGTI.
Thetw
woplayerswhohavepreviously made
m
three eagles in a
round att a PGTI event are twotime Indiian Open champion Ali
Sher and VeerAhlawat.
Ahl
AliSher
AliSh
alsoachievedthefeatatthePGTI
PlayersChampionshipatPanchkulaGolfClubin2010whileVeer
Ahlawat did the same at the 16th
TATA Open 2017 at the Golmuri
Golf Club in Jamshedpur.
“My driving and putting were
outstanding today. It’s great to
havetheraredistinctionofshooting three eagles in a round. All of
them being eagle-twos was even
more special. I’ve had a consistent run so far this year including

nner-up fin, another top-10
three top-20s. So that
givenmealotofconfidence
comingintothisweek,”Chandra
said. Chandigarh’s Ranjit Singh,
alsointied second, was onfireon
the front-nine as he drove the
green on the par-4 first hole and
sanka10-footertobeginthetournament with an eagle. The
44-year-old Ranjit’s secondeagle
of the day came as a result of a
chip-inonthepar-4sixth.Healso
madethreemorebirdiesandtwo
bogeys on the front-nine to be
five-under at the turn. The seasoned professional then had a
sedate back-nine.
Ranjit said, “I’ve made a massiveimprovementsincelastyear
when I was struggling for my
card.
Jeev Milkha Singh worked
withmeonimprovingmyputting
ih
i
i
i
for almost two months. He has
beeninstrumentalinhelpingme
makesomeminoradjustmentsin
my putting. All that hard work is
nowbeginningtoshowresultsas
I’ve already posted some decent
scores this season. I thank Jeev
for all his help and encouragement.”
Panchkula’s Angad Cheema
wastheotherTricitygolferintied
second place. He mixed seven
birdies with two bogeys.

theysay

Rashid Khan t
the round one l
after shooting
six-under-66
Panchkula Go
Club on Mond

n

My driving and putting were outstanding today.
It’s great to have the rare distinction of shooting
three eagles in a round. All of them being eagle-twos
was even more special.

RASHID KHAN, on taking lead

YASHAS CHANDRA, on firing three eagles

Indo-International Premier
Kabaddi League from May 13
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Eight teams com-

prising national and international players will participate in
the inaugural franchise of the
Indo-International Premier
Kabaddi League (IIPKL) to be
held at Bengaluru, Mysore and
Pune from May 13 to June 4
organised by the New Kabaddi
Federation (NKF).
A total of 44 matches featuring 160 players including 16 foreign players will be played in
this tournament. The final
game will be held at Bengaluru
on June 4.
While 20 matches will be
played at Pune’s Bolewadi stadium from May 13 to May 21, 17
will be held at Mysore’s Cha-

2-day chess meet
from May 11
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Chandigarh
Chess Association is organising
Chandigarh Open (U-25), (U-15),
(U-9) and Girls Chess Championship on May 11 and 12 at New
Public School, Sector 18. Top
four players from the under-25
and under-15 category will be
selected to represent Chandigarh at the Nationals. From the
under-9 category, top two boys
and girls will represent Chandigarh at the nationals. The last
date to register for the meet is
May 10. Players are advised to
report at the venue for the first
round at 9:30am on May 11.
Vipnesh Bhardwaj can be
contacted at 9814615100 for more
information.

PLAYERS ARE ADVISED
TO REPORT AT
THE VENUE FOR THE
FIRST ROUND AT
9:30 AM ON MAY 11

WHILE 20 MATCHES
WILL BE PLAYED IN
PUNE FROM MAY 13 TO
MAY 21, 17 WILL BE
HELD AT MYSORE FROM
MAY 24 TO MAY 29
mundi Vihar stadium from May
24 to May 29. The remaining 7
league matches will be held at
Kantveerava stadium in Bengaluru from June 1 to 4.
The teams participating in
the league are Bangalore Rhinos, Chennai Challengers, Telugu Bulls, Pune Pride, Haryana
Heroes, MumbaChe, Diler Delhi
and Pondicherry Predators.
“This league involves the best

players selected after rigorous
trials held throughout the country to unearth the best talent.
It will provide a level playing
ground to the players and is
aimed at taking Indian kabaddi
to the top once again “, said Dr
MV Prasad Babu, NKF general
secretary.
“Our main goal is to get
Kabaddi included in the Olympics.Many Arjuna Awardees
along with 36 international
players will mentor these Players to make IIPKL a success,”
said Prasad.
Prasad said that the Indian
team will be selected from
among the participating players
to take part in the Kabaddi
World Cup to be held in Malacca
in Malaysia during July-August
2019.

CRICKET CORNER

Tinku shines for
Satuj Stunners
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA:

Satluj Stunners
recorded an eight wicket win
overWill2WinCricketAcademy
in a match played on Tuesday.
Electing to bat first, Will 2 win
posted a total of 166 runs for the
loss of nine wickets in 40 overs.
Jay (57) and Abhay (48) played
well. Tinku bowled brilliantly to
take six wickets. In reply, Satluj
stunners posted a total of 168 for
the loss of two wickets in 20.3
overs. Ishu (55 no) and Dipender
(52) made useful contributions.

BRIEF SCORES
Satluj Stunners Cricket Academy: 168 for 2 in 20.3 overs (Ishu
55no,Dipender52)beatWill2Win
Cricket Academy: 166 for 9 in 40
overs(Ajay57,Abhay48,Tinku6
for 22) by 8 wickets
YMCA LOG 123-RUN WIN
OVER NWCA
CHANDIGARH: Led by knocks from

Pratham (65) and Rudra Sethi
(52), Narinder Walia Cricket
Academy (NWCA) logged a 123run win over YM Cricket Academy in a match during the DA
Alan Cricket Cup at DA Alan
CrosslandsnearChandigarhAirport, on Tuesday.
YMCA won the toss and
elected to field. Batting first,
NWCA posted a total of 225 runs
in 40 overs.
Theylostcoupleofearlywickets but then Pratham and Rudra
Sethihadgoodpartnershipof110
runs. With this partnership they
managed to get the total of 225
runs.Prathamscored65runsand
Rudra Sethi contributed 52 runs
for NWCA. For YMCA, Pratik (3
for 40) was the most successful
bowler.
In reply, YMCA were bowled
out for 102 runs. Ivraj (3 for 10)
and Tanmay (2 for 12) were the
main wicket-takers for NWCA.
NWCA won the match with 123
runs. Pratham was man of the
match for scoring 65 runs.

Panchkula’s Angad
Cheema was also
tied-2nd at the end
of the first day. HT FILE

HT P

›

›

I took advantage of all the shorter holes like
the first, sixth and eighth. The key at this course
will be to execute well when you’re within 50
yards of the green.

n

Mysuru-based Yashas
Chandra fired a record
three eagles and was
tied-2nd.
HT PHOTO

›

Jeev Milkha Singh worked with me on improving
my putting for almost two months. He has been
instrumental in helping me make some minor
adjustments in my putting.
RANJIT SINGH, on tied-2nd on Day 1

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

DALYCITY(CALIFORNIA): Aditi Ashok
maintained her progress to conclude the week with a one-under
71 that saw her total 2-over 290
and finish a respectable tied 35th
at the LPGA MEDIHEAL Championship.
It was the third successive cut
Aditi had made this season after
five missed cuts in a row.
Starting the day at three-over
for the tournament, Aditi
bogeyed the first hole, but made
up on the very next. She birdied
fifth,bogeyedsixthandturnedin
a string of pars next eight holes.
Shebirdied15thandgaveback
that shot on 16th, but closed with
a birdie on 18th for the 71.
Sei Young Kim overcame a
rough start to win the LPGA
MEDIHEAL title at cold and
windy Lake Merced. She beat
back a strong challenge from
Bronte Law and Jeongeun Lee6
with a birdie on the first hole of a
playoff.
Three strokes ahead entering
the day, Kim opened with a double bogey and a bogey and
dropped another stroke on No. 8.
The 26-year-old South Korean
birdied the par-5 15th to regain a
share of the lead, dropped back
withabogeyonthepar-317thand
birdied thepar-5 18thfora3-over
75andaspotintheplayoffat7-under 281.Law closed with a 65, finishingabouttwoandahalfhours
before Kim, and Lee6 had a
67.Kimwonfortheeighthtimeon
the LPGA Tour, improving to 4-0
in playoffs.
Lexi Thompson, Amy Yang,
Eun-HeeJiandCharleyHulltied
forfourthat5-under.Thompson,
YangandJieachshot71,andHull
had a 74.

WOMEN’S CAMP AT
MOHALI GOLF RANGE
GETS UNDERWAY
MOHALI: A month-long golf camp
for women got underway at the
Mohali Golf Range, Sector 65, on
Monday. As many as 20 enthusiastic women took part in the
camp on Day One. According to
theorganisers,thenumberofthe
participants is going to cross the
50-mark inthe comingdays.Golf
equipment and balls during the
camp will be made available free
ofcostbytherange totheparticipants. Besides, coaching fee and
thegreensfeewillnotbecharged
fromthe participants.Divulging
details, Shalini Kahlon, Castle
Sports, which runs the Mohali
Golf Range, said that in the last
two years, free such month-long
camps for the women were conducted at the Range and the
responsetothecampwastremendous. Six-year-old budding

ADITI BIRDIED 15TH
AND GAVE BACK THAT
SHOT ON 16TH, BUT
CLOSED WITH A BIRDIE
ON 18TH FOR THE 71
golfer, Ojaswani Saraswat inaugurated thecamp.Thecamp will
be conducted five-days a week
(Monday-Friday) from 10:00 am
to 11:00 am. Knowledge of basics
of golf including full swing, chipping and putting along with
bunker shots will be imparted to
the participants by coaches
Preetinder Kaur and Dinesh
Kumar while Arjuna Awardee
Harmeet Kahlon will also give
tips to the participants.
RFA TO ORGANISE
RUGBY JUNIOR STATE
MEET FROM MAY 11
CHANDIGARH: Rugby Football
Association is going to organise
the1stBritishRugbyJuniorState
(Boys & Girls) Championship at
Government Model Senior SecondarySchool,DhanasfromMay
11 to 12. The participants have to
report by 8:30am at the school
premises. The players are
advised to carry an identity card
on the day of the match. Players
bornonorafter01.01.2001areeligibletoparticipateinthetournament.Player’sentryformshould
include father’s name, D.O.B,
class and section, admission
numberandsignature.Theentry
form should be duly verified by
the respective principal and be
submittedby1:00pmonMay9by
the latest. Players can contact
Sewa Singh at 9041667766 for the
submission ofnew entry or additional information.
5 GOLFERS SELECTED
AT CHANDIGARH FOR
EUROPEAN TOUR
CHANDIGARH:Fivecitykids—Ayan
Dubey, Bhavesh Nirvan, Arshwant Shrivastav, Ayesh Gupta
and Rhea Gupta—along with 32
others have qualified in various
age-groups for Europe, US and
World Championship events to
be held under the banner of US
Kids Golf.
The 32 players comprise 20
boysand12girls,whoarenoweligible with priority status for US
KidsglobaleventsinEuropeand
some of them will also be eligible
for World Championships.
Of the five categories of prioritystatus,Burgundystatusholders will be eligible for US Kids
World Championships and 13 of
the32Indianplayershaveearned
this status on the basis of their
scoring. Of the remaining, 14
have orangestatusandfivehave
blue status.

Manisha’s goal sets up Gokulam
Kerala victory over Alakhpura
HT Correspondent
n

n

Harish Kakkar

CITY’S KAKKAR
BAGS VETERAN’S
TT TITLE
CHANDIGARH: Harish Kakkar,

supervisor in the O/o Principal
Accountant General (Audit),
Haryana continued his streak of
wins by defeating Anil Goel 3-0
(11-7, 12-10, 11-9) to fetch the Veterans (men 50 +) Singles title in
the1stIndianTableTennisMarathon held at Sant Sujan Singh Ji
InternationalSchoolatSwaroop
Nagar,DelhifromMay1to5.Representing the office of CAG of
India, Kakkar had earlier beat
DM Mishra of Rajasthan in the
semifinal match of the tournament organised by Delhi Table
Tennis Association (North),
Table Tennis Foundation, AGA
under the auspices of Table TennisFederationofIndia andDelhi
State Table Tennis Association.
KakkarbeatXafarAlifromUttar
Pradesh and Rajeev Aggarwal
from Delhi in the pre-quarters
and quarters, respectively.
FORMER BILLIARDS
PLAYER SIPPY DIES
MUMBAI: Formerbilliardsplayer,
coach and administrator Derek
Sippy died here Monday. The
news of Sippy’s death was confirmedbyManavPanchal,honorarysecretaryoftheBilliardsand
Snooker Association of Maharashtra(BSAM). Sippy,whowas
in his 60s, died following a massiveheartattack. Sippy,afterhis
active days as a billiards player,
servedthecuesportincapacityas
an administrator and also as a
coach. He was the Indian team’s
coach at recently concluded
Asian Under-21 Boys Snooker
andAsianWomenSnookermeet
in Chandigarh. HTC/AGENCIES

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Gokulam Kerala FC
recorded an impressive 1-0 win
over resilient FC Alakhpura
side via a goal from their teenage sensation Manisha, at the
Guru Nanak Stadium, Ludhiana, on Monday, during the.
Gokulam, who had shown
their strength by beating
defending champions Rising
Student Club 5-0 in their last
game on Sunday, started off at
good pace. However, Alakhpura
came out with a concrete plan to
thwart the side from Kerala and
pounce on the counter attacks.
Their plan worked perfectly,
as they kept Gokulam at bay for
long periods. It was only second
half that Gokulam got a real
chance. Manisha broke through
on goal, and Alakhpura keeper
Neelam to beat in front of her.
However, she tried to dink the
keeper on the half volley, and
the ball sailed over the bar.
Manisha finally made her
mark in the game, when she
nodded a powerful header into
the Alakhpura net 71st minute
off a cross from the right flank.
This being her fourth goal of the
tournament, propelled her back
to the top of the scorers’ charts,
where she is tied with Sethu
FC’s Nepali striker Sabitra
Bhandari.
Alakhpura had their best
chance towards the end of the
game, when Jyoti beat the offside trap, broke free from the
Gokulam defence and only had
keeper Linthoi to beat. However, the India International
swiftly slid in and blocked the
shot from close range.

HANS WOMEN BEAT
PANJIM FOOTBALLERS
Meanwhile, over at the GHG
Khalsa University Ground in
Ludhiana, Hans Women FC
fought hard in an exciting 3-2
win over Panjim Footballers,
courtesy a brace from striker
Anushka Samuel.
Hans had got off to a good

n

A match in progress between Rising Student Club (white) and SSB Women Football Club (maroon)
during the in Women’s Football Hero India League at the Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Tuesday.
SSB women beat Rising Student Club 1-0.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

start with Uchenna Rita Casia
Ukachukwu’s early effort going
wide of the post.
Anushka put the Delhi side in
front right after the half-hour
mark, but Panjim forward Karishma Shirvoikar soon equalised as she finished off a brilliant pass from Jeromina Colaco. Anushka scored yet
another goal in the second half,
but that too was equalised via a
penalty by Karishma. In the
end, it was Jyoti Ann Burrett,
who scored the winning goal in
the 80th minute, to hand Hans
Women FC the three points.
SSB WOMEN DRUB
RISING STUDENT CLUB
SSB Women Football team
opened their account in the
2018-19 Hero Indian Women’s
League with a hard-fought 1-0
victory over Eastern Rivals Rising Student Club, as a fabulous
long-ranger by Sangita Basfore

made the difference between the
two teams.
It was a frantic start to the
game as SSB and RSC had a real
go at each other in the opening
exchanges.
SSB looked to make their
India International Sangita Basfore the focal point of their
attacks. Basfore, who generally
plays midfield for the National
Team did tend to drop back, but
she was constantly urged by
coach Barun Sengupta to push
forward.
Meanwhile, RSC attempted
their attacks through the
hold-up play of India U-18 International Devneta Roy. A little
after the quarter-hour mark,
SSB forward Dular Marandi had
the biggest chance of the game
yet, as she was played in behind
the RSC defence, cut inside and
took a shot on goal. But her shot
was saved by RSC keeper Rani
Bhowmick.

However, it was the former
who got the goal just minutes
before the halftime break. Basfore turned inside and
unleashed a fierce shot from
around 35 yards out that left
RAC keeper Rani Bhowmick,
who otherwise had an excellent
game, with no chance.
The side from Bengal continued the pressure in the second
half, but in a much more controlled manner. Basfore
dropped deep into the midfield,
the holding position that she is
so familiar with in the National
Team colours.
Bhowmick made save after
save to keep RSC in the match as
the game wore on.
SSB had the chance to double
the score towards the end, when
Sumila Chanu broke free and
unleashed a shot in a one-on-one
position, but it was saved again
by Bhowmick, who was given
the Player of the Match award.
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shortstories
FIVE INMATES
INJURED IN CLASH
AT JUVENILE HOME
LUDHIANA: Five inmates were
injured in a clash that took place
in a juvenile centre on Tajpur Road
here, police said on Tuesday. The
injured were rushed to the civil
hospital for treatment. Sub-inspector Sudarshan Kumar said
incident occurred late at night on
Monday, when an inmate, a
resident of Mundian Kalan, who
was arrested for theft, had gone
to washroom and the other
inmates asked him for his mobile
phone. When he told them that
he didn’t have any and went back
to barrack number 1, the inmates
entered into a verbal spat with
him that turned into a clash. HTC

Man commits suicide by
jumping in front of train
LUDHIANA: A man committed
suicide by jumping in front of a
passenger train near Fauji Colony
on Tuesday. According to the
police, the deceased, who is yet to
be identified, appeared to be in
his early 30s. Dhandari Kalan GRP
ASI Kuldeep Singh said the
incident occurred when train
number 64523 was coming from
Ambala towards Ludhiana railway
station. “According to the locopilot, the man was standing near
the railway tracks, but when the
train came closer, he immediately
rushed towards it,” the ASI said.
No identification card was
recovered from the body, so it has
been kept at the civil hospital
mortuary for the next 72 hours,
HTC
the ASI added.

debate of
the week
A BETTER TOMORROW

WHAT DO YOU
EXPECT FROM
THE NEXT MP?
With polling for the Lok
Sabha elections less than two
weeks away, candidates are
turning no stone unturned to
woo the voters. From roadshows to rallies, from public
meetings to door-to-door
campaigning, candidates are
going all out with their
promises to ensure victory.
With Ludhiana constituency
reeling under a host of issues,
such as pollution, poor
garbage management,
broken roads and high crime
rate, what are your expectations from the next MP?

I S C ,

I C S E

R E S U L T S

Girls excel, Anahat is dist Class-12 topper
SUPER FEAT
Student of Sat
Paul Mittal School
scores 98% marks
in humanities

Class 10: Sanshika
Garg is top scorer

HALLOFFAME

HT Correspondent
n

LUDHIANA: In the Indian Certificate

deepa.sharma@htlive.com

of Secondary Education (ICSE)
Class-10 exams, results of which
were also declared on Tuesday,
Sanshika Garg, a student of Sat
Paul Mittal School, Dugri,
excelled by getting 98.4% marks.
The results are out on the website
of Council for Indian School Certificate Examinations
—
www.cisce.org. Sanshika has outscored last year’s topper Kanika
Kapila by 1.4% as the latter had
secured 97% marks.
Two other students of her
school also made it to top-three
scorers’ tally in the district.
Suhavi Chawla secured second
position with 98.2% marks, while
Pranav Fatehpuria bagged the
third spot by getting 97.8% marks.

n

LUDHIANA: Girls once again outshone boys in the Indian School
Certificate (ISC) Class-12 exams,
results of which were declared
by the Council for Indian School
Certificate
Examinations
(CISCE) on Tuesday.
Anahat Gill, a student of Sat
Paul Mittal School, Dugri,
topped the district by scoring
98% marks in humanities
stream.
Another student of the same
school, Adheesh, secured the
second spot in the district in nonmedical stream with 97.5%
marks.
Parneet Kaur of Sacred Heart
Higher Secondary Convent
School, Sector 39, Chandigarh
Road, scored 97.25% marks to
stand out in commerce stream.
Hassrat Kaur Sran, also a student of Sat Paul Mittal School,
obtained 97.25% marks to ace the
medical stream in the district.
Sat Paul Mittal School principal Bhupinder Gogia and Sister
Sherin Thomas of Sacred Heart
Convent School applauded the
efforts of students and congratulated their parents and school
staff for the stellar performance.
The Council for Indian School
Certificate
Examinations
announced the results on its
website www.cisce.org at 3pm,
but due to heavy load on the
server, the website could not be
accessed by several students and
school authorities till five in the
evening.

NOTE TO
STUDENTS
The council has made a
provision for the candidates
to apply for rechecking
directly through the website: www.cisce.org. The
online module for submitting the request for rechecking will remain open
only till May 13.

Send your inputs to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by May 12.

98%

97.5%

ANAHAT GILL, Humanities

97.25%

ADHEESH, Non-medical

PARNEET KAUR, Commerce

97.25%
HASSRAT KAUR, Medical

SCHOOL: Sat Paul Mittal School,
Dugri

SCHOOL: Sat Paul Mittal School,
Dugri

SCHOOL: Sacred Heart Higher
Secondary Convent School, Sector 39

SCHOOL: Sat Paul Mittal School,
Dugri

CAREER AIM: “I want to join
either civil services or judiciary.”

CAREER AIM: “I want to become
a software engineer. I am more
interested in moderate advance
technologies.”

CAREER AIM: “I want to become
a writer. I am interested in writing
poems and articles.”

CAREER AIM: “I wants to become
an endocrinologist”

SUCCESS MANTRA: “I was relaxed
as my mother motivated me to
take breaks during preparation.”
STUDY HOURS: “I had no fixed
studying hours, but focused on the
prescribed syllabus.”
PARENTS: Father Harjeevan Pal Gill
is a businessman and mother
Rajbeer Kaur is a homemaker.

SUCCESS MANTRA: “I always paid
attention to what was being taught
in the class.”

SUCCESS MANTRA: “Self-study and
self-belief were my keys to success.”

SUCCESS MANTRA: “I studied
regularly and cleared my
concepts.”

STUDY HOURS: “I studied thoroughly and followed a schedule as I
also play tennis at state-level.”

STUDY HOURS: “I studied for three
to four hours daily, followed by a
thorough revision.”

STUDY HOURS: “I can’t study for
long hours, so took frequent breaks.
I also watched TV and read novels in
between.”

PARENTS: Father Deepak Aggarwal is
a businessman and mother Nandani
Aggarwal is a homemaker.

PARENTS: Father Parminder Singh is
self-employed and mother Balwinder
Kaur is an engineer.

PARENTS: Father Jasminder Singh
and mother Gurpreet Kaur are
doctors.

Visual impairment no deterrent for
Sara who secured 97.25% marks

›

Atish Sharma
n

I would like to tell
people who are
struggling with visual
impairment that it is a
special ability. We should
take this as a challenge and
fight a way out to succeed

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Visual impairment

posed no obstacle in the success
path of Sara Chawla, a student of
Sat Paul Mittal School, who
scored 97.25% marks in the recent
ISC Class-12 exams, results of
which were declared by the
Council for Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) on
Tuesday.
Giving credits of her success to
her parents and teachers, Sara
says her interest was always in
the humanities stream as she
wished to become an officer in
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) one day.
Sara has been dealing with the
blindness since she was in Class 2.
She got her optic nerve damaged
after accidentally consuming
some contaminated substance,
which cost Sara her eyesight.

FAC T O R Y W O R K E R ’ S M U R D E R

Case cracked with arrest
of snatchers’ gang kingpin

SARA CHAWLA

INSPIRES TO
CRACK CLAT
She says, “I aspire to crack competitive exams and prove my mettle in the upcoming Common Law
Admission Test (CLAT). I have
always been a fighter, who never
recoiled at any challenge.”
A MAESTRO
Sara plays guitar and harmo-

nium, which is her go-to thing
during tough times.
She also teaches instrumental
music to children. “It brings me
closer to myself and helps me
decipher who I am and what I
want to be. I cannot imagine my
life without music,” she insists.
“This is what I will keep on
doing for the rest of my life,” Sara
adds.

Speaking about her challenges, Sara recalls, “The world
always doubted me and my capability. It tried to pull me down, but
I am really thankful to my parents, friends and teachers, who
never gave up on me and kept on
constantly supporting me.”
‘SMART WORK OVER
HARD WORK’
As per Sara, psychology used to
intrigue her and remained her
choice till one point of time. “But
now I wish to join civil services
and before that, want to pursue
law,” she says.
In her bid to motivate others,
Sara says, “I will like to tell people
who are struggling with visual
impairment that it is a special
ability that we are gifted with.
Instead of cribbing, one should
take this as a challenge and fight
his way out to stand tall. Smart
work is what one needs to do.”

after the murder of a migrant
labourer in Sahnewal area, the
police on Tuesday arrested the
main accused, a leader of a
snatchers’ gang.
Police said prime accused
Santosh Kumar, along with his
accomplices — Sonu Pushpakar,
Rakesh Pandey, Naveen Bajaj,
alias Nanu, and Kuldeep Singh,
alias Laadi — had killed the factory worker to steal valuables
from him.
On the basis of questioning,
the police also nabbed four more
members of the gang and recovered a .315 bore pistol along with
two live cartridges, a sword, a
screw driver, an axe and a stolen
scooter from their possession.
While addressing mediapersons on Tuesday, additional deputy commissioner of police
(ADCP-2) Jaskiranjit Singh Teja
said, “A 48-year-old migrant
labourer, Rakesh Kumar, of
Jugiana was killed by four
motorcycle-borne miscreants on
September 13. The entire act was
captured in a CCTV camera and
sketches of the accused were
released by the police.”
“On May 3, our team traced
the location of Santosh Kumar
and he was nabbed from Giaspura. During questioning, Santosh revealed that he, along with
Pintu, alias Aman Kumar, Vicky
Morya, alias Raj and Ravi Pandey had killed Rakesh while
stealing his silver chain, wrist
watch and cash. These three
aides are yet to be caught, but
would soon be behind bars,” the

n

The accused (faced covered) in police custody in Ludhiana on
Tuesday.
GURMINDER SINGH/HT

ADCP said, while adding that
Santosh has also confessed to
having committed more than 20
snatchings in the city and other
nearby areas.
The ADCP said that during
investigation, the team managed
to trace other four members of
the gang, who were arrested
from a vacant plot near Kanganwal Chowk. “These members
were planning to execute a robbery in the UCO bank of Jugiana
branch,” he added.
“As of now we have cracked as
many as 18 cases of thefts registered against these gangsters.
All the gang members are aged
between 25 and 30 years. They
belong to Uttar Pradesh and had
been residing here on rented
accommodation in Giaspura.
After the murder, Santosh and
his three accomplices had
changed their accommodation
due to which, it had become diffi-

cult for us to trace them,” the
ADCP said.
Police said the gang had been
active for the past two years. In
2017, they had stolen LCD, a computer and ₹1.35 lakh cash from a
factory on Jaspal Bangar road.
Besides areas of Ludhiana district, these gang members have
also committed thefts in Phagwara. The accused were produced in a court from where Santosh was sent to five-day police
custody and other four were sent
to three-day police remand.
MODE OF OPERATION
Some of the gang members first
used to get employed in various
factories as labourers.
They then would earn trust
and gather all information about
the factory.
Later, they plan and execute
the crime with the help of other
members of the gang.

n

Suhavi Chawla, 98.2%

n

Pranav Fatehpuria, 97.8%

remain stress-free,” she said.
‘MY SUCCESS MANTRA IS
ONLINE LEARNING’
Aspiring to become a chartered
accountant, Pranav Fatehpuria
wants to follow in the footsteps of
his father. His mother, Sumita, is
a homemaker.
He said his success mantra was
gaining knowledge by reading
online. “I faced no problem in
attempting tricky questions in
exams,” he added. “I studied for
10 to 12 hours and remained
focused towards my goal,” he
said, adding that he also participated in various district-level
badminton and volleyball competitions which helped him to stay
energetic.
He scored 100 marks each in
social studies and computer
applications, 99 in science, 98 in
mathematics and 93 in English.

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA: A 35-year-old man committed suicide by hanging himself from a ceiling hook at his residence in Doraha on Tuesday.
The family of the deceased
identified as Rajwinder Singh of
Doburji village claimed that he
was reeling under depression.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Mahinder Pal Singh of Doraha
police station, who is investigating the case, said the suicide was
reported on Tuesday morning
when Rajwinder’s family members found him hanging from the
ceiling.
The ASI said as per Rajwinder’s wife Gagandeep Kaur,
he had been consuming alcohol in
excessive quantity lately to fight
his depression. “Rajwinder was a
daily wager and father of three
daughters,” he added.
The police have initiated
inquest proceedings under SecHTC
tion 174 of the CrPC.

the PPCB had also tightened
noose around the dyeing industries which were allegedly discharging untreated waste in the
drain and a notice was also served
to the Punjab Dyers’ Association.
The PPCB and health department are also planning to organise health check-up camps in the
areas close to the nullah as
directed by the monitoring committee.
The green tribunal had earlier
slapped a fine of ₹50 crore on the
state for its failure to check the
level of pollution in the water bodies of Punjab.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Six days after a moni-

LUDHIANA: Almost seven months

SUHAVI HAS GOLD,
SILVER IN HER KITTY
Suhavi Chawla, who has bagged a
gold medal for a science project
presented at the international
level, wants to become a doctor.
She believes in self-study and
remaining regular in classes.
“Revision at home is also plays an
important role,” she said.
Apart from studies, Suhavi is
active in sports too and has a silver medal bagged during a short
put game last year in her kitty.
Suhavi’s father Gurneet Singh
is a businessman and mother
Puneet is a homemaker.
Suhavi advised against considering studies as a burden. “While
studying, take frequent breaks,
go for a walk and drink juice to

Sanshika Garg, 98.4%

Reeling under
depression, daily
wager ends life

HT Correspondent
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

‘I WANT TO DO RESEARCH
IN BIOTECH’
Daughter of businessman Sandeep Gupta and homemaker
Babita Gupta, the district topper
aims to pursue a career in biotechnology. She gave the credit of
her success to her family, friends
and teachers.
Sharing her other interests,
Sanshika said, “I made sure to
spare time to play chess and
watch dance reality shows.” She
scored cent percent in computer
applications, 99 marks each in science, math and social studies and
95 in English.

n

Finally, MC wakes up, to clean Buddha
Nullah banks, Brar identifies key belts
n

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Deepa Sharma Sood

toring committee of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) slammed
the Ludhiana municipal corporation (MC) and the Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) for
“doing nothing” to clean the Buddha Nullah, civic body commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar on
Tuesday visited different spots
alongside the drain with an aim to
identify the stretches which
could be rejuvenated.
As per the information, the MC
in the first phase is planning to
clean the stretch of the nullah
starting from Chand cinema to
Shivpuri Puli (bridge). MC officials said after developing this
stretch by cleaning the banks and
taking up plantation drive wherever possible, the civic body will
move towards other belts. Total

n

MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar during her visit to
Buddha Nullah in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

14km-long-stretch of the nullah
lies within the city limits.
MC secretary Jasdev Sekhon
said the visit was made to identify
the stretches which could be rejuvenated in the first phase.
The state is also working to

HT PHOTO

make the nullah pollution-free
and the action plan for the same
has already been submitted with
the NGT, Sekhon said.
Following the visit of the monitoring committee led by Justice
Pritam Pal Singh (retd) on May 1,

BAINS VISITS EFFLUENT
TREATMENT PLANT
The Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) chief
and Punjab Democratic Alliance’s (PDA’s) candidate from
Ludhiana, MLA Simarjeet Singh
Bains, on Tuesday visited the
treatment plant run by the LETS.

Major fire at chemical factory in Dhandari area
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: A major fire broke out
at a chemical factory at the
Dhandari area here on Tuesday
evening wherein material worth
lakhs was reportedly gutted.
As per information, two more
units adjacent to the Parkash
Chemical Factory also caught
flames.
As many as 10 fire tenders
have been pressed into service to
douse the flames, which were not
brought under control till the filing of this report.
Services from other districts

NO CASUALTY
REPORTED; BLAZE
SPREAD OUT TO NEARBY
AREAS, FORCING
EVACUATION OF PEOPLE
have also been sought.
Subordinate fire officer
Shristi Nath suspects short-circuit to be the cause of fire.
He said their primary concern
was to restrict the flames from
spreading further. As per him,
no factory worker was trapped
inside the building.

“The fire was intensified as
containers with huge quantity of
methanol were kept inside. A
tanker parked outside with
methanol in it was also engulfed
in flames,” Nath said.
“One of the container also fell
inside a unit located near the factory, which resulted in nearby
areas catching fire. People from
a temple situated in the area,
which is densely populated, had
to be evacuated as the blaze was
aggravated,” he added.
Nath said his department
would take necessary action and
probe whether the factory had
flouted any rule.

n

The chemical factory engulfed in flames in Ludhiana.

HT PHOTO
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Continuing winning streak, Gokulam
Kerala FC beat Alakhpura by 1-0
VICTORY In the third match of the league, SSB Women Football Club clinched victory over Rising Student Club by 1-0
HT Correspondent
n

Shirvoikar equalised the score.
In the second half, Anushka
again went for a goal in the 65th
minute but Karishma took benefit of a penalty and tied up the
scores. In the 80th minute, Jyoti
Ann Burrett paced in with the
ball to Panjim’s block and kicked
it past the Panjim’s goalkeeper
Ashika Gadekar to clinch three
points.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Continuing their win-

ning streak, Gokulam Kerala FC
registered victory over FC Alakhpura by 1-0 on the third day of
Hero Indian Women’s League, in
the first match of the day played
here at the Guru Nanak Stadium
on Tuesday.
After defeating defending
champions ‘Rising Students’
Club’ on Sunday, Gokulam
started off at a good pace, but
Alakhpura came up with a plan to
keep Gokulam at bay.
Despite repeated attempts, the
first half witnessed no goals from
either side. It was in the 71st minute when Manisha nodded a powerful header into the Alakhpura
net from the right flank.
It was the fourth goal for Manisha in the league as her individual points are tied up with the
Sethu FC striker Sabitra Bhandari, who went for four goals
against Manipur Police Sports
Club on Monday.
FC Alakhpura had got the
chance to equalise the score in the
penultimate minutes of the
match when Jyoti went inside the

n

Players during the football match at Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

Gokulam’s block after breaking
their defence but Manipur-based
Gokulam’s keeper Maibam Linthoingambi Devi blocked Jyoti’s
shot from close range and
Gokulam was leading by 1-0 till
the final whistle.

HANS WOMEN FC BEAT
PANJIM FOOTBALLERS
In another match played in the
morning at the GHG Khalsa University Ground, Hans Women FC
opened their victory account by
defeating Panjim Footballers by

‘Appropriate
management can
control asthma’
LUDHIANA : To commemorate the

n

Students of College of Nursing, Christian Medical College, during
HT PHOTO
World Asthma Day celebrations in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

Awareness drive
by CMC nurses
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Associate professor

Sanjeet Johnson, clinical
instructor Nisha Singh and
demonstrator Bhawna, under
the guidance of principal Dr
Reena Jairus and vice-principal
Glory Samuel, head, department of community health
nursing, College of Nursing,
Christian Medical College, conducted an asthma awareness
programme for general public
in Prem Nagar.
Sanjeet Johnson presented
her views regarding predisposing factors, sign and symptoms
and prevention of the disease.

She said, “Exposure to various irritants and cold air can
trigger asthma. It is important
for a patient of asthma to avoid
irritants and substances that
may trigger the disease. They
should take the prescribed medications and quick relief inhalers given by a physician.”
Satpal Bhatia, head, Prem
Nagar, said unwanted substances in food and water that cause
pollution, lead to development
of allergic problems like
asthma.
BSc(N) interns of the batch2015, performed ‘nukkar natak’
and displayed posters creating
asthma awareness during the
event.

World Asthma Day 2019, civil
hospital, Khanna, organised an
awareness campaign at Green
Grove Public School, Mohanpur,
Khanna, on the theme “STOP for
Asthma’.
While delivering the keynote
address, Dr Rajinder Gulati, senior medical officer, civil hospital,
Khanna, said the word ‘STOP’ in
the theme stands for ‘symptom
evaluation, test response,
observe, assess and proceed’ to
adjust treatment.
He said nearly 300 million people suffer from asthma. “Asthma
is one of the major non-communicable diseases among children. In India,rough estimates
indicate its prevalence between
10% and 15% in 5-11 year old children,” he added.
The talk was followed by an
interactive session with asthmatic students along with their
parents and teachers. In
response to the queries put forth
by the parents, the senior medical officer reiterated that
although asthma cannot be
cured, appropriate management
can control the disorder and enable people to enjoy good quality
of life.
He talked about inhalation
therapy and said it constituted
the cornerstone of asthma treatment in adults and children of all
HTC
age groups.

7 karate players from state bag
glory in international c’ship
LUDHIANA: As many as seven play-

ers from the state brought laurels by achieving medals in the
International Karate Championship- Bodokan Cup 2019 held in
Dubai on May 3.
More than 1000 karate players
of 15 different countries took part
in the championship.
From the state, Arjun Kumar,
Jatindera Green Field School,
Gurusar Sudhar, occupied first
position in under 30kg weight
category and under the 10-year
age category. Prabhjot Singh
Sidhu, RV Model Senior Secondary School, Khanna, won in
under 18-year age group and in
under 90kg weight category.
Amarpreet Singh, Vivekananda
Senior Secondary School, Karnal, got first position in under
60kg and under 16-year age
group. Parmeet Singh Grewal,
Peace Public School, Ferozepur
Road, secured second position in

GURMINDER SINGH/HT

3-2. Earlier on Sunday, Hans
Women FC had lost their first of
the league, played against FC
Alakhpura. Anushka gave the
lead to Hans Women FC by scoring a point in the 31st minute, but
soon Panjim forward Karishma

below 45 kg and in 10-year age
category.
Jagdeep Singh of Khanna
achieved second position in
below 65 kg in the age of below 21
years. Paras Kullar, Montessori
Cambridge School, Pathankot,
secured third place in underweight category of less than 45 kg

HT PHOTO

in the age group of below 15
years. Tejeshhwar Singh, Peace
Public School, stood third in
under 55 kg and in below 14-year
age group. City based coach
Ashok Chohan, general secretary, Ludhiana district karate do
association, was awarded as the
best referee at the event. HTC

GADVASU students serving devotees during a langar at a gurdwara in Ludhiana.

HT PHOTO

Vet varsity celebrates birth
anniv of Guru Angad Dev
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences
University (GADVASU) here
celebrated the birth anniversary of Guru Angad Dev, the second Sikh guru, at a gurdwara in
the PAU campus.
Students and teachers recited

shabads with devotion and reverence during the function.
They also ate community langar served to them as a part of
celebrations.
Dr Satyavan Rampal,
director, students welfare, said
the ceremony was organised
with the contribution of the university employees, teachers and
students. Dr AS Nanda, vice-

chancellor, GADVASU, honoured the devotees who performed ‘sewa’ during the
prayer.
He said the veterinary university was established in 2006
after the name of Guru Angad
Dev, who was a true animal
lover and a number of sick and
injured animals got treatment
in his personal care.

and students for the results.

CLASS 10 RESULTS
DCM PRESIDENCY
SCHOOL

Sacred Soul Convent
Senior Secondary School

LUDHIANA : Students of DCM
Presidency School, brought laurels to
the school in the CBSE Class 10
examinations. Mihika,Chetan
Aggarwal and RashmikaThapar
topped the school by scoring 96.4 %.
Out of 149 students who appeared
for the examination, 30 scored above
90%.Meanwhile, junior students
secured second and third positions in
the U-10 category of Manna Singh
Open State Table Tennis Tournament
organised at the Guru Nanak Stadium.Raghav Bhanot and Sidharth
Singla of Class 4 stood second and
third in the boys’category. Yashvi
Sharma of Class 4 and Mehar Dhiman
of Class 5 stood third in girls’ singles.

HVM Convent School

LUDHIANA : The students of Sacred
Soul Convent Senior Secondary
School Dhandra Road, achieved 100%
result in the CBSE Class 10 examinations. Mohit Sachdeva topped in the
school with 91.8%, Simranjeet Kaur
stood second with 90% and Gursewak Singh secured third position
with 80.2%.

LUDHIANA : Students of HVM
Convent Senior Secondary School,
New Subhash Nagar, excelled in CBSE
Class 10 examinations. Tushar Sharma
topped the school by scoring 94.6%,
Inderpal Singh stood second with
93.8% and Dinah Joshi stood third
with 90.8%.

Sant Ishar Singh Ji
Memorial Public School
LUDHIANA : As many as 139 students
of Sant Ishar Singh Ji Memorial Public
School , Rara Sahib, who appeared for
CBSE Class 10 examinations secured
100% pass rate. Jeevanjot Kaur,
Anmol Kaur and Anureet Kaur scored
97.2%, 96.8% and 95.2% respectively.

n

Students of BCM School, Basant City, after the declaration of Class 10 CBSE examination results, in
Ludhiana.
HT PHOTO

Green Land Senior
Secondary Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Green Land
Senior Secondary Public School,
Jalandhar Bypass, excelled in the
CBSE Class 10 examinations. The top
three positions in the school were
secured by Sampriti Mayra, Taniya
Bhanotra, Bhumi Bhudhiraja, Jasmeet
Kaur, Karan Babbar, Mehak Bansal
with 96.6%, 96.6%, 96.6%, 96.2%,
96.2%, 96% respectively.

LUDHIANA : Gurleen Kaur of Drishti
Dr RC Jain Innovative Senior Secondary Public School, topped the school
with 97.6% followed by Harshita with
97% and Karanpreet Grewal with
94.4%. As many as 10 students scored
more than 90% and 19 scored above
80%. Harshita and Gurleen scored a
100 in math and social studies
respectively.

Maya Devi Goel Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Maya Devi
Goel Public School, achieved 100%
result in the CBSE Class 10 examinations. Khushboo Mittal of the school
topped the area with 97.6%. Kirpal
kaur with 94.6%, Shweta Garg with
93.6% and Urvi Singla with 90.8%
brought laurels to the school. Other
toppers include Bipanjot Kaur with
89%, Snehpal Singh with 88.8%,
Simranpreet Kaur with 86.2%,
Himanshu Gupta with 82%, Navjeet
Singh with 81.4%, Navreet Kaur with
81.2%, Bhorika Gupta with 80.8%,
Harshpreet Singh with 80.4% and
Pratham Bansal with 80.2%.

Guru Nanak Public School
LUDHIANA : As many as 60 students
of Guru Nanak Public School, Sarabha
Nagar, got more than 90% in CBSE
Class 10 examinations. Bhavanjot
stood first in the school with 95.8%,
Jasleen Kaur stood second with
95.2% and Divneet Kaur stood third
with 95%. GNPS managing committee general secretary S Surinder
Singh Ryait and Principal Parvinder
Kaur congratulated the students.

USPC Jain Public School
LUDHIANA : Preeti Mandola of USPC
Jain Public School, Chandigarh Road,
scored a 96.2% in the medical stream,
followed by Aarzoo with 94.6% and
Prabhjot Kaur with 91.8%. Sudhanshu
Singh of non-medical stream scored
95%, followed by Vishal Maurya,

Orient International School
and Sports Academy
LUDHIANA : Students of Orient
International School & Sports
Academy, secured 100% result in
CBSE Class 10 examinations. Jaskiran
Kaur stood first in the school, Gurjot
Kaur stood second Manpreet Kaur
stood third, while Khushi Kaushik and
Gurleen Kaur stood fourth nd fifth
respectively.Principal Poonam
Sharma congratulated the staff and
lauded the efforts of the students.

Sri Guru Hargobind
Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Sri Guru
Hargobind Public Senior Secondary
School, achieved 100% result in the
CBSE Class 10 examinations. Ramandeep Kaur got first position, Hardeep
Kaur Secured second position and
Jashanpreet Kaur clinched third
position.

Drishti Public School

LUDHIANA : Students of Manav
Rachna International School, secured
a 100% pass rate in the CBSE Class 10
examinations. The top scorers of the
school include Nishdeep Kaur with
93.6%, Jahnvi Bhatia with 91.8%,
Prashant Bhushan with 91.4% and
Archita Gosain with 91.4%. Principal
Rupali Saini lauded the efforts of the
students and congratulated the
parents.

Karate players celebrating their success in Dubai.

n

educationnotes

Manav Rachna
International School

n

SSB WOMEN FC
CLINCHES VICTORY
In the third match of the league
played at Guru Nanak Stadium
on Tuesday evening, SSB Women
Football Club clinched victory
over Rising Student Club by 1-0.
SSB looked to make their India
Int’l Sangita Basfore the focal
point of their attacks. Basfore,
who generally plays midfield for
the National Team did tend to
drop back, but she was constantly
urged by coach Barun Sengupta
to push forward. It was 43rd minute when Basfore turned inside
and unleashed a fierce shot from
around 35 yards successfully
placing in the opponent’s net. SSB
continued the pressure in the second half in a controlled way and
ended the match in their favour.

n

Winners of state table tennis tournament felicitated at DCM Presidency School in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Tuesday.

Rahul Pathak, Ekam, Muskan Sharma,
and Bipanjot Kaur with 92.6%, 91.6%,
91.4%, 91% and 90.8% respectively.
Shiwani Choudhary of commerce
stream scored 93.8% followed by
Nimish Malhotra with 92.6% and
Harpinder Singh with 90.2%. Princy
Kukreti brought laurels to the school
by scoring 92.8% in the arts stream.

DAV Public School
LUDHIANA : Piyush Gupta of DAV
Public School, Pakhowal Road,
topped the school with 96.8% in Class
10 CBSE examinations. As many as
350 students of the school appeared
for the examinations. Vaishnavi
Harjai stood second with 96.2% and
Gauransh Jain stood third with 95.8%.
The top scorers also include Kusha
Sharma, Vedant Taak, Pranjal Sharma,
Tavleen Kaur, Akanksha Gulati, Archit
Mahato, Manroop Kaur, Ridhi
Aggarwal, Sarvesh Gajanan Aware,
Aishmitta, Akanksha Sharma, Archi
Jain, Chinar Bathla, Gareema Periwal,
Tasmeet Kaur, Ishita, Joyy Goswami,
Muskan Surkamal Singh Panesar.

BCM Senior
Secondary School
LUDHIANA : Prabhjot Kaur of BCM
Senior Secondary School, Basant City,
topped the school with 96% in Class
10 CBSE examinations. Gurleen Kaur
and Kanishka stood second with
95.6%.Divyansh and Harshita stood
third with 95.4%. Ahana, Suyashi,Jaskaranveer, Sanyog, Sarthak, Akashdeep,Prabhnoor,Jashanpreet,
Karandeep, Janvi scored above
90%.More than 40 students scored
above 80%.

Adarsh Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Adarsh
Public School, Kapil Park, secured a
100% result in the Class 10 CBSE
examinations. School toppers include
Priya Jindal with 93.5%, Priyanka
Sharma with 90.2%, Aggamdeep
Kaur with 84%, Karan Singh with 84.6
% and Kashish Golan with 83.2%.

Amrit Indo Canadian Academy
LUDHIANA : Students of Amrit Indo
Canadian Academy, secured a 100%
pass rate in the CBSE Class 10 exami-

nations. As many as 18 students got
above 90% and 28 got above 80%.
Manmeet Kaur topped the academy
with 97%, Gurveer Singh scored
96.4%, Palak Narang scored 95.4%,
Lovepreet Kaur secured 95%, Khushi
secured 94.8%, Jasleen Kaur secured
94.2%, Harleen Kaur secured 94%,
Sunaina got 92.6%, Jaspreet Kaur got
92%, Amanveer Kaur got 91.8%,
Milandeep Kaur got 91.8%, Diya got
91.6%, Gurliv got 91.4%, Harleen Kaur
got 91%, Amandeep Singh Lall got
90.6%, Arushi got 90.6%, Gurleen
Kaur got 90.4% and Prabhpreet Singh
got 90%.

Sacred Heart Convent School
LUDHIANA : Students of Sacred Heart
Convent Senior Secondary School,
Aligarh, brought laurels in the Class
10 CBSE examinations. Chahat Bansal
, Harjobanpreet Singh and Hiya Goyal
scored a 100 in maths. Hiya Goyal
scored a 100 in Hindi as well.

Atam Devki Niketan School
LUDHIANA : As many as 109 students
of Atam Devki Niketan School
appeared for CBSE Class 10 examinations and achieved 100% result.
Around 17 students scored more than
90%. Aditi scored 96.4% and stod first
in the school, Dhruv Garg scored 96%
and stood second, Ankita Sharma
scored 95.8% and secured third
position.

St Thomas Senior
Secondary School
LUDHIANA : A total of 217 students of
St Thomas Senior Secondary School
appeared for CBSE Class 10 examinations and secured a 100% pass rate.
As many as 9 students scored above
95%. Anmoldeep Kaur got 97.2%,
Navleen Kaur got 96.6%, Pranvi
Sharma got 96.2%, Ruchika Wood got
96.2%, Kavya Budhuraja got 96%,
Karan Raj Mehta got 95.8%, Nisha
Khemani got 95.2 %, Prachi got 95
and Swayam got 95%.

Guru Nanak Public School
LUDHIANA : As many as 60 students
of Guru Nanak Public Senior Secondary School, Sarabha Nagar, got more
than 90% in the CBSE Class 10

examinations.Bhavanjot stood first
in the school with 95.8%, Jasleen Kaur
stood second with 95.2% and Divneet
Kaur stood third with 95%.

Saint-Bir Santosh
Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Saint-Bir
Santosh Public School achieved 100%
result in the CBSE Class 10 examinations. Preeti stood first in the school,
Khushi Talwar stood second, Anmolpreet Kaur stood third, Pranshu
Sharma stood fourth and Simran
Khera stood fifth.

Guru Nanak Int’l Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Guru Nanak
International Public School, Model
Town,secured 100 % result in the
CBSE Class 10 examinations. The top
scorers include Simarpreet Kaur with
97%, Tanveer Kaur with 97%, Sandeep
Singh with 96.2%, Khushmeet Kaur
with 96.2%, Khushi with 95.8%,
Gursheen Kaur with 95.8%, Anureet
Kaur with 95.2%, Gursimran Kaur
with 95% and Varundeep Shah Singh
with 95%.

Green Grove Public School
KHANNA : Sana Manchanda of Green
Grover Public School, topped the
school with 97.8%,followed by Sanchi
with 97.2%. Other top scorers include
Harseerat Kaur with 97%, Arshnoor
Kaur Boparai with 96.4%, Jashandeep
Kaur with 95.8%, Vineet Soni with
94.2%, Komal Aujla with 93.8%, Jagraj
Singh Benipal with 93.4%, Sarbjot
Kaur with 93%, Ravneet Kaur with
92.6%, Depinderpal Singh Gill with
92.4% and Shivam Nanchahal with
92%.

Sacred Heart Convent School
LUDHIANA : Students of Sacred Heart
Convent School, Machhiwara,
brought laurels to the school in the
CBSE Class 10 examinations. Nishit
Pathak scored 95.2% and bagged the
first position in the school, Ashish
Garg scored 93.2% and secured the
second rank. As many as 10 students
scored above 90% and rest of the
students scored above 80%.Director
Rev Sr Sobel and principal Rev Sr
Jesline congratulated theteachers

Anand Isher Senior
Secondary Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Anand Isher
Senior Secondary Public School,
Chappar, got 100% pass result in CBSE
Class 10 examinations. Harmandeep
Kaur Cheema got 96.8%, Jasreet Kaur
Mand got 96.6%, Yachika Gupta got
96%, Japinder Kaur Purba got 96%,
Tarakdeep Kaur got 95.8%, Nitin
Goyal got 95.8% and Anmol Thapar
got 95.4%.

Planet E School
KHANNA : Avneet Kaur of Planet E
School, Samrala Road, secured first
position in the school by scoring
96.6% in the CBSE Class 10 examinations. Arshdeep Singh with 94.8%
stood second and Arpita with 87%
stood third. Management members
Munish Kumar Dhawan, Sonia
Dhawan and principal Suman Arora
congratulated the students and their
parents.

Vardhman Int’l Public School
LUDHIANA : Students of Vardhman
International Public School excelled
in the CBSE Class 10 examinations.
Top scorers include Falguni Arora
with 96.8%, Rishija with 96.6%,
Ramneek Kaur with 96.4%, Ritika
Asyhana with 94.6 %, Saksham
Saxena with 94 %, Aman Sharma with
93 %, Navya with 92.8%, Babandeeo
Kaur with 92.8%, Princepreet Kaur
with 92.8%, Sambhav Jain with
92.6%, Gaurav Aggarwal with 92.4%,
Anjalu Gupta with 91.6%, Harshdeep
Singh with 91.6%, Ruhani Sharma
with 91.4%, Khushi with 91.2%,
Apoorav Kumar with 90.2%.

Ram Lal Bhasin Public School
LUDHIANA : Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School’s students secured a 100%
pass rate in the CBSE Class 10 examinations. Himanshi Gupta stood first
in the school with 92% and Japanpreet Kaur stood second. Principal
Raman Oberoi congratulated the
students and lauded their efforts.

Green Valley Public School
LUDHIANA: Students of Green Valley
Public School, Ahmedgarh, achieved
100% pass rate in the CBSE Class 10
examinations. Kuber Sharma got
96.4%, Garima Sharma got 96.2%,
Rumani got 95.6%, Sanket Dhand got
95.6% and Komal Verma got 95.4%,.
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Security on railway station
premises nobody’s concern
FREE ENTRY Unmanned entrances are open invitation to anti-social elements
Atish Sharma
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Security seems to be
nobody’s concern at the railway
station here. With multiple
unmanned entry points for passengers, criminals can enter and
exit the premises any time without any check and fear. Even at
the three manned entry points,
basic security measures are
lacking and no proper checking
of luggage and passengers is carried out. No wonder that due to
these security loopholes, the station has witnessed as many as
1,109 cases of theft, littering,
encroachments and illegal vending and other crimes during the
first four months of the year.
The three manned entrances
to the platforms include the main
gate to platform number 1 where
one Railway Protection Force
(RPF) constable and two General
Railways Police (GRP) constables have been deployed. A luggage scanner machine was
installed at this gate two months
ago, but it is hardly used to scan
the luggage of passengers and
they cross the gate without any
check. RPF inspector Anil
Kumar said, “There is a lack of
coordination between GRP and
RPF personnel, that creates
problems in implementing the
security measures properly at
the station. Besides, there is also
a shortage of security staff.”
I t was observed that people
also do not prefer to pass through
the metal detector machine
installed at the entry gates and
pass through the exit gate, where
no detector is installed.
Another manned entrance is
near the ticket booking hall,
which also leads to platform
number 1 and where a GRP cop
sits, but no checking of goods is
done. The metal detector
machine is hardly put touse and
is at must of the time dysfunctional.
The third entrance is from the
Civil Lines side, where a GRP
post is located, but there is no
metal detector at this entrance.
Apart from these entrances,
there are several unmanned
entry points to the station premises and one can easily come

n

Passengers usually avoid the metal detector door frame while entering the railway station in Ludhiana;
and (below) an opening due to a broken wall, which is usually used by passengers and others to
PHOTOS: GURPREET SINGH/HT
reach the platforms.

PSEB CLASS 10
RESULTS TODAY

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA :The Election Commis-

CCTV cameras installed at the
station, but most remain dysfunctional.
Station director Abhinav Singla said, “It is difficult to check
every person entering the at station premises, but RPF and GRP
have been keeping a continuous
tab on suspects. CRPF comman-

does, with sniffer dogs, make
rounds of the premises to keep an
eye on criminals. Regular checking is also carried out to ensure
the safety of passengers.” However, they would look into the
issue of unmanned entries and
take steps to close them, he
added.

n

›

The space where the
vending zone is being
set up was earmarked as
parking space. We will
move the court if the MC
does not withdraw the
vending zone proposal

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The Sarabha Nagar
Market Shopkeepers Association
has opposed the proposal to set up
a vending zone at one side of the
market under the retrofitting of
market project under the Smart
City Mission. The association has
submitted a memorandum to the
chief executive officer (CEO) of
the Ludhiana Smart City Limited
(LSCL) besides sending a complaint to minister of local bodies
department Navjot Singh Sidhu.
The association said that it is
one of the posh markets of the city
and some businessmen have
already closed their stores and
eateries due to the presence of
vendors in the market. The association said while shopkeepers
are demanding the removal of
present vendors from the market,
the MC is trying to add more vendors to the market by establishing a vending zone.
Over two dozen shopkeepers,

A SHOPKEEPER

JASDEV SEKHON, MC secretary

who have signed the memorandum,said that the presence of a
large number of vendors would
create nuisance and harm their
business. The zone would also
lead to parking chaos as the market is already facing shortage of
parking space, said shopkeepers.
Shopkeepers said that the
space where the MC is mulling to
set up the vending zone was earmarked as a parking space in the
site plan of the market. The association threatened to move the
court, if the MC did not withdraw

the vending zone proposal.
MC secretary Jasdev Sekhon
said that the MC has to establish
vending zones in the city as per
the orders of the Supreme Court
as street vendors have to be rehabilitated after their removal from
roadsides. However, the proposal
to establish a vending zone in the
Sarabha Nagar main market is
still under consideration and
matter would be discussed with
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet
Kaur Brar and then action would
be taken in this regard, he added.

sion (EC) of India has restrained
political parties from using single-use plastic material during
poll campaigning, but parties are
resorting to rampant use of plastic hoardings and flexes and
other items with impunity.
The EC had issued an order on
March 5 restraining the political
parties from using single-use
plastic material as such material
damages the environment.
The commission had also
ordered the imposition of fine on
the parties found violating the
norms under the Solid Waste
Management Rules 2016 and
Plastic Waste Management
Rules 2016. The parties were,
instead, told to use eco-friendly
material during election campaigning.
MC commissioner Kanwalpreet Kaur Brar said that singleuse plastic material has been
banned by the state government
and the MC is regularly issuing

challans against the violators of
the ban.
However, action against the
hoardings and other plastic
material being used in campaigning by political parties has
to be taken by district election
officer-cum-deputy commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal.
HC NOTICE TO MINISTRY, OTHERS
Following a civil writ petition
(CWP) filed by city-based RTI
activist seeking ban on the use of
PVC flexes and single-use plastic material used for posters, cutouts, hoardings, banners, political advertisements used in election campaigning, the Punjab
and Haryana high court (HC) has
issued a notice of motion to the
Union environment ministry,
Election Commission of India,
Punjab chief electoral officer,
the Central Pollution Control
Board and the Punjab State Pollution Control Board.
The hearing of the case has
been scheduled in September.

n

Single-use plastic items scattered all over after a party function in
HT FILE PHOTO
Ludhiana.

People committing suicide over
inflated electricity bills: Grewal

YAD won’t allow
Cong to misuse
power: Dugri

LUDHIANA : Ridiculing the

HT Correspondent

POLLBUZZ
Bains woos
first-time
voters

Bittu will get a huge lead over rivals in North segment: Rakesh Panday
LUDHIANA:Member of Legislative

Assembly (Ludhiana North)
Rakesh Kumar Panday took out
a roadshow in support of Congress candidate Ravneet Singh
Bittu near the Sandhu Electrovision Chowk here on Monday
evening.
Addressing party workers,
Panday asserted that Bittu
would get a big lead in Ludhiana
North as it the traditional
stronghold of the Congress.
Panday attacked the SADBJP alliance for allegedly
arranging support from top terrorist Balwant Singh Rajoana
from the jail through a letter
released by his sister and said
that these parties had no respect
for the sentiments of the terrorhit families, who had made
exemplary sacrifices during the
black days of terrorism.
Panday also slammed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
resorting to the lowest level of
politicising the brave deeds of
the army for votes while keeping

LUDHIANA: President of the

n

Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu addressing a poll meeting in Ludhiana on Tuesday.

mum on the real public issues
such as unemployment, rising
prices etc. He appealed to voters
to come out in large numbers on
May 19 to vote to ensure the victory of the Congress candidate.
Bittu also slammed the SADBJP for getting support of Rajoana and said that the real face of

both parties has come to the fore
and it is proved that they could
go to any extent for votes.
Bittu added that his late
grandfather and former Punjab
chief minister Beant Singh and
Rakesh Kumar Panday’s father
Joginder Pal Panday had sacrificed their lives to restore peace

in Punjab they, as their heirs,
were also prepared for any price
to safeguard the hard-earned
peace, come what may. He lambasted Modi for ignoring burning public issues during the election campaign.
COMPILED BY
ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE

DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

HT PHOTO

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

"

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm

›

MC has to set up
zones as per SC
orders as street vendors
have to be rehabilitated.
However, Sarbaha Nagar
market zone is still
under consideration.

Despite EC order, no check on use of
plastic material by political parties
HT Correspondent

through these entrances. Several people were seen entering to
platform number 1 from the
transit parcel office gate and the
gate near the power cabin where
no checking is carried out.
A total of 40 RPF and 70 GRP
officials have been deployed at
the station. There are at least 40

03

Shopkeepers oppose vending
zone in Sarabha Nagar market
HT Correspondent

MOHALI : The Punjab School Education Board (PSEB) will
declare the Class 10 results
on Wednesday, while those of
Class 12 are expected to be
declared by the end of the
week.
Appealing anonymity, a senior official of the PSEB said,
“The results for Class 10 examination will be declared on
Wednesday.”
The PSEB will first declare
the merit list and then make the
results available on the board’s
official website pseb.ac.in. Students can check their results on
the website by entering their
respective roll numbers.
This year, a total of 3.80 lakh
students appeared for the Class
10 PSEB exams while as many as
3.40 lakh students appeared for
the Class 12 PSEB exams.
The overall pass percentage
of the Class 10 PSEB exam in
2018 was 59.47 % while that of
Class 12 was 65.97 percent.

ludhiana

Lok Insaaf Party (LIP) and
Punjab Democratic Alliance's (PDA) candidate
from Ludhiana MLA
Simarjeet Singh Bains
urged the youth, especially first-time voters, to
exercise their right to vote
during the Lok Sabha
elections.
Bains, while addressing
election meetings in Ludhiana North, West and
Atam Nagar constituencies congratulated the students, who cleared class 10
and 12 examinations, and
said the youths should
come forward and vote for
building their own future.
Bains also held a meeting with advocates at the
District Bar Association's
office.

claims of the Punjab government about providing debt
relief to the farmers and having generated jobs in the last
two years, senior Akali leader
and party candidate from Ludhiana parliamentary constituency Mahesh Inder Singh
Grewal alleged here on Tuesday that people have started
committing suicide over their
inability to pay the inflated
power bills.
Speaking during a public
meeting organised in the
Dakha assembly segment
here, Grewal referred to the
recent reports where a person
had committed suicide after
receiving an inflated electricity bill. “Inflated electricity
bills are no exception and the
government is turning a blind
eye towards it,” he alleged,
while asking as to what happened to the cheap power at

n

LUDHIANA : President of the dis-

n

Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal

the rate of ₹5 per unit promised
by the Congress before coming
to power.
The Akali leader also questioned the claims of the government over providing debt
relief to farmers.
“While the farmers are suffering, the Congress government had resorted the policy of
‘pick and choose’ to hold their
public shows of debt relief disbursement,” he said.

3 candidates fail to turn up for
first expenditure inspection
LUDHIANA : Three of the total 22
candidates in the fray for the Lok
Sabha polls failed to turn up at the
first expenditure inspection carried out by the District Election
Office (DEO) here on Tuesday.
They included Pradeep Bawa of
the Samaj Adhikar Kalyan Party,
Baljeet Singh of the Bharat Prabhat Party and Rajinder Ghai of
the Hindu Samaj Party.
Taking strict note of their

Man gets 10-yr jail
in drug case

absence, the DEO has issued
notices to the candidates asking
them to appear on the next
inspection on May 11.
And if they fail to attend that
inspection as well, then all permissions related to use of vehicles for campaigning would be
cancelled, besides, a case under
Section 171-I of IPC will be registered against them. During
today’s inspection, the expendi-

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

ture agents/candidates got their
expenditure register matched
with the shadow register.
ADC (Jagraon)-cum-nodal
officer, SVEEP activities, Neeru
Katyal Gupta, said that expenditure is to be matched/checked
thrice before polling. Today, the
expenditure for first the phase
was matched/checked. It would
again be checked on May 11 and
May 16.
HTC

trict unit of the Youth Akali Dal
(YAD) Meetpal Singh Dugri
said here on Tuesday that his
party leaders and workers
would not allow the Congress to
misuse power during the Lok
Sabha elections. He said
YAD teams would keep a check
on the distribution of money
and drugs by the Congress.
Dugri and Hitesh Inder Singh
Grewal, son of SAD-BJP candidate Mahesh Inder Singh
Grewal were addressing a meeting in Abdullapur Basti in the
Atam Nagar constituency. The
meeting was organised by
Johny, general secretary of
YAD (Malwa zone).
Dugri said that a video clip
that has gone viral on the social
media has exposed that Congress leaders were planning to
distribute drugs and money
during elections to woo voters.
He added the Congress was,
however, already misusing
power even during the run-up
to the elections, but the YAD
would not allow them on the
polling day.
Core committee member
Arvinder Singh Rinku and
party leaders Robin Nanda,
Gurpreet Singh, Kanwarpal KP
and others were present.

SAYS YAD TEAMS WILL
KEEP A CHECK ON THE
DISTRIBUTION OF
MONEY AND DRUGS
BY THE CONGRESS

BUSINESS

CHANDIGARH:A local court on Tuesday sentenced a 23-year-old Maloya man to 10-year imprisonment
in a 2017 drug case.
The sessions judge convicted
Ashok Kumar of Jhujhar Nagar,
Maloya and also imposed a fine of
₹1 lakh on him. The matter dates
back to July 28, 2017, when Kumar
was caught in Jhujhar Nagar.
Kumar had tried to throw away a
polythene, which had 13 buprenorphine omjesic (2ml each)
and 13 of pheniramine maleate
(10ml).
HTC
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MPKirron,traderslockhornsover
presenceofvendorsinUT’sSec-17
SELF-GOAL? Hours before traders’ scheduled lights-out protest in Sector 17, she releases a video
asking ‘some’ traders not to fool people, adding that they were trying to mislead people on the issue
election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The issue of shifting of street vendors from Sector-17 took a political turn on
Monday. Hours before traders
were scheduled to lodge a protest, BJP candidate Kirron Kher
released a video that antagonised the traders.
“Please Logon Ko Bewakoof
Mat Banaiye (please don’t make
a fool of people). It is a matter
that is in the high court. By staging a protest, you are trying to
raise a finger upon me and the
administration,” Kirron says in
the video.
She went on to add that ‘some’
traders were trying to mislead
people on the issue as vendors
can’t be shifted from Sector 17
that has been declared a
no-vending zone, due to a stay
by the Punjab and Haryana high
court.
Her statement, however, did
not go down well with traders.
Neeraj Bajaj, president, Joint
Action Committee, Sector 17
traders, said that with such a
statement, she had proved that
the city’s traders had been
foolish in supporting her in 2014
elections.
“We were fool to give taxes
worth lakhs of rupees to the government. ‘But Is Bar Ham
Bewakoof Nahi Banega’ (But
this time we will not be fooled,”
said Bajaj adding that their
demand to shift vendors has yet
not been taken seriously despite
numerous complaints.
“We are also not convinced of
Kirron’s claim that there is a
stay on shifting of vendors. Why
don’t the authorities show us
document to prove this,” Bajaj
added. He added they were not
against vendors, but their business had been hit. “Due to these

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

Citing the UT
administration’s termination of
nearly800 JBTsand TGTsasillegal, arbitrary and in violation of
natural justice, the Central
Administrative Tribunal, Chandigarh, bench has quashed the
order.
“Severing the services of the
candidates against whom no
fraud or cheating has been established, would be a miscarriage of
justice….the same hereby
quashed and set aside,” the tribunal observed.
In November 2014, the education department issued advertisements, inviting applications
for 489 posts of Junior Basic
Teacher (JBT), 103 posts of nursery teachers and 548 posts of
master/mistress (TGT) on regular basis.
The appointments were made
in August 2015 as per which, the
applicants wereput onprobation
period for two years. In 2015, one
accused arrested in connection
with PUNSUP recruitment scam
had disclosed before the Punjab
Police that he allegedly had also
leaked the question paper on
whose basis JBTs and TGTs
were recruited.
The paper was leaked from a
private printing press at Delhi,
which was engaged by the Pan-

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: The customs department on Monday recovered 3kg
unclaimed gold worth ₹97 lakh
from a Dubai flight at Chandigarh International Airport.
This is the 16th seizure of the
yellow metal at the city airport
in the last one year.
As per a customs officer, the
gold was in the form of three
bars weighing 1kg each.
The yellow metal was found
in the cavity of a passenger seat
(30-A) in an aircraft that landed
from Dubai at 11.25am.
Sources said the passenger
occupying the 30-A seat feigned
ignorance of the gold which

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Harassed by a man on
phone for over a year, a 18-yearold girl consumed poison on
Saturday at her house in Majri
block of Mohali district and
breathed her last on Sunday.
On Monday, an ASI posted at
Majri (block) police station was
suspended for failing to act on
her complaint.
This is the second case in
Mohali where a cop has been
suspended for failing to act on
time on a complaint. Last
month, Sohana SHO Daljit
Singh was suspended for failing
to act on the complaint of a call
centre employee who was raped
in a cab.
The victim was rushed to
Kurali hospital by the family
members and later referred to

HT Correspondent
n

n

Traders protesting against the authorities’ failure to implement a no-vending zone in Chandigarh’s Sector 17.

CHANDIGARH:Members of the

Joint Action Committee of
the Sector 17 traders organised a protest in the Sector
17 Plaza on Monday evening.

The shopkeepers had
switched off the lights of the
sector for an hour as all shopkeepers gathered opposite
the Neelam Theatre. From

›

It was stupid of us to have voted for her and to have
hoped for her to do something about our plight.
We will not make the same mistake again.
NEERAJ BAJAJ, president, Joint Action Committee of Sector-17 traders

vendors, the market remains
dirty and due to encroachment,
people have stopped coming
here,” Bajaj claimed.
BANSAL HITS OUT
AT BJP, MC WAITS
COURT DIRECTIONS
Congress candidate Pawan Bansal, however, has hit out at the

BJP for poor implementation of
the Street Vendors Act. “First,
the BJP-led MC conducted a
faulty survey in which foul
means were used to inflate the
list of ‘entitled vendors’ to over
20,000 instead of around 8,000
people actually working in this
informal sector. Vending zones
create conflict between vendors

TO SCRAP OR
NOT TO SCRAP
Based upon the FIR, a special
investigation team was
constituted by the
Chandigarh administration,
which gave two options of
either to terminate the
services of the tainted 49
persons, out of which only 43
had joined, or to scrap the
recruitment process and
conduct a fresh test.

jab University. After the information was shared by Punjab
Vigilance Bureau, Chandigarh
Police registered two FIRs in
2016, wherein 49 persons were
named.
Based upon the FIR, a special
investigation team was constituted by the Chandigarh administration, which gave two
options of either to terminate the
services of the tainted 49 persons, out of which only 43 had
joined, or to scrap the recruitment process and conduct a
fresh test.
The authorities, however,
decided to opt for the latter
option of terminating the services of the applicants.
On April 30, 2018, entire
recruitment process was
scrapped.

THE YELLOW METAL
WAS FOUND IN THE
CAVITY OF A PASSENGER
SEAT (30-A) IN AN
AIRCRAFT THAT LANDED
FROM DUBAI AT 11.25AM
was then declared as unclaimed.
Last month, the customs
department seized
2.5kg gold worth ₹76 lakh from a
Mansa resident who had landed
from Dubai.
In past one year, customs and
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence have seized around
30kg gold worth ₹8.5 crore from
the airport in 15 cases.

Counsel for applicants argued
that the orders are illegal and
arbitrary as it is not as a result of
the work and conduct of the
applicants. It was stigmatic and
violation of natural justice as the
applicants were not given an
opportunity of hearing.
Whereas, advocate Gurminder Singh for the respondents argued that the impugned
orders are proper and legal. He
argued, “Tainted teachers cannot be allowed to teach the students and remain part of the
noble profession.”
Benchof Sanjeev Kaushik and
P Gopinath observed that “the
respondents have admittedly not
cared to segregate the innocents
from tainted ones, despite there
being an identification of 49 persons against whom FIR was
registered, but all the persons
have been bracketed together
and put in the same boat. This
itself is a blame worthy act.”
Pointing out the two kinds of
applicants, tainted and nontainted, the bench mentions,
“We are declaring the action of
respondents as not tenable in
cases where names of applicants
are not included in list of tainted
candidates named in the FIRs.”
Respondents can carry out
regular enquiry against
such candidates, and if found
guilty, necessary action can be
taken.

Man dies after
being hit by
ambulance
CHANDIGARH: A 22-year-old man
named Santosh Kumar of Sector
63 was killed after he was hit by
a speeding ambulance near Kali
Bari light point, here on Monday.
Police said an ambulance
with Haryana registration number jumped the red light and hit
Kumar’s a motor cycle.
Kumar hit the ground head
first, was rushed to the hospital
where he succumbed to injuries.
A case under Section 304-A (
death due negligence), 279 (rash
driving) and 337 (endangering
life of others) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered
against the ambulance driver
who is absconding.
HTC

there, they marched through
the markets of the Sector
before congregating again at
the theatre. Neeraj Bajaj,
president of the committee,

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

KESHAV SINGH/HT

LIGHTS-OUT HAPPENS IN PLAZA; SECTOR 17 SHOPKEEPERS TO SET
UP VENDS OUTSIDE MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OFFICE TOMORROW

Dubai flight: 3kg gold
worth ₹97 lakh seized
HT Correspondent

n

THE VICTIM HAD TOLD
HER FAMILY MEMBERS
THAT ONE PARWINDER
SINGH OF LUDHIANA HAD
BEEN HARASSING HER
PGIMER, where she died.
The victim had told her family members that one Parwinder
Singh of Ludhiana had been
harassing her.
The girl in her complaint had
alleged that the accused was
harassing her on the phone for
about a year.
The victim had lodged a complaint through ‘181’ helpline but
the police failed to act. The victim had come in contact with the
accused through Facebook and
he was pressing her to marry
him.

Family yet to list
stolen valuables

Tanbir Dhaliwal
CHANDIGARH:

HT Correspondent

ZIRAKPUR ROBBERY

JBT scam: CAT quashes
UT’s termination order
n

‘Harassed’ girl ends her life as
cops fail to act, ASI suspended

said, shopkeepers will set up
‘vending carts’ outside the
office of the municipal
corporation on Wednesday
HTC
afternoon.

MOHALI: It has been a couple of
days since the family of a gold
trader was held hostage and
robbed of cash and jewellery
from their Victoria Heights flat
in Peer Muchalla, Zirakpur, but
the family has not submitted a
list of stolen valuables, the
police said.
“The family while lodging the
complaint had said that they
will submit the list of valuables
stolen from the house later. But
till date, no list has been provided,” said Dalveer Singh, station house officer, Dhakoli.
Sources privy to the investigation said that on the basis of
the statement of the family,
police have zeroed in on 40 suspects, including some former
employees with the family.
On Friday, Mohali senior
superintendent of police (SSP)
HS Bhullar constituted a fivemember special investigation
team (SIT) to probe various
angles including betting, as the
investigation revealed the gold
trader was in touch with book-

SOURCES PRIVY TO THE
INVESTIGATION SAY ON
THE BASIS OF THE
STATEMENT OF THE
FAMILY, POLICE HAVE
ZEROED IN ON 40
SUSPECTS, INCLUDING
FORMER EMPLOYEES
WITH THE FAMILY
ies. The police are trying to
locate the Accent car that was
used by suspects.
On Thursday, four men ransacked Zirakpur-based gold
trader, Rakesh Verma’s house
and fled with cash and other valuables stuffed in two bags and
two suitcases.
Though the police claim that
the theft amounts to ₹20 lakh,
sources within the police claim
there was jewellery stored in the
house that is missing and yet to
be valued. A case was registered
under Section 382 (theft after
preparation made for causing
death, hurt or restraint) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The complaint was marked to
Majri police station and ASI
Jaspal Singh was entrusted
with the investigation. However, he failed to act on the complaint.
After the suicide, the villagers reached the police station
and sought action against the
ASI, who was suspended.
Acting on complaint of victim's father, Parwinder has
been booked under Section 306
of the IPC.
Station house officer Harnek
Singh said a team has been sent
to Ludhiana to arrest the
accused.
“ASI Jaspal failed to act in
time despite the gravity of the
complaint; we have suspended
him. A departmental inquiry
has also been ordered against
him,” said Mohali SSP HS
Bhullar.

25-YEAR-OLD
TUTOR HELD FOR
IMPREGNATING
15-YEAR-OLD
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:A 25-year-old tuition

teacher was arrested on Monday
for allegedly impregnating a
minor girl, police said.
As per the police, the 15-yearold girl, along with her mother,
came to Employees State Insurance Corporation Hospital
(ESIC) in Ram Darbar for
check-up after she developed
stomach pain.
The victim was declared fourweek pregnant by the doctors
and police was intimated about
the same. During questioning,
the girl disclosed that she was
raped by her tuition teacher,
identified as Ajeet Gupta, at his
room in the first week of April,
police said. The girl didn’t share
the ordeal with anyone.
The victim is currently studying in Class 9 at a government
school in the city. Her mother
does a private job and father
stays at home due to illness.
Police said the victim has three
sisters and a brother.

and traders,” Bansal claimed.
The former Chandigarh MP
added that such acts of omission
and commission led to multiple
litigation by stakeholders,
which held up the entire exercise, including restoration of the
non-vending zone in Sector 17.
“This has caused inconvenience
to shoppers, shop owners and
vendors,” he claimed.
“If elected, I will ensure that
genuine street vendors who are
residents of Chandigarh will be
given hassle-free work environment and traders will also not be
inconvenienced,” he added.
The municipal corporation,

meanwhile, has been awaiting
court’s directions in relocating
vendors. During the last hearing in March, it told the HC that
it had completed the process of
allotment of sites to vendors and
asked for further directions but
the matter is being deferred
since then. It has now been
listed on July 24.
MC chief KK Yadav said that
at present, it can’t relocate vendors till the court passes some
directions in this matter. “We
have informed the court about
all overall process of demarcating vending zones and allotment
of space,” said Yadav.

Fatehgarh Sahib
couple arrested
for land fraud

Irked over ‘no development’ for 15 years,
residents of Nabha ward to boycott polls

MOHALI: Police on Monday
arrested a couple on charges of
cheating a man of ₹85 lakh on the
pretext of selling of land. The
accused have been identified as
Gurjit Singh and wife Bhupinder
Kaur of Fatehgarh Sahib. In his
complaint, Sunder Lal of Sohana
said the accused wanted to sell 41
kanal land to him. Theregistry of
the land was to be done on March
6, 2015, but the accused neither
got the registry done nor did he
return ₹85 lakh, the amount paid
by the complainant. A case
under Sections 420 (cheating)
and 406 (criminal breach of trust)
of the Indian Penal Code was registered.
HTC

Mohit Singla
n
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NABHA : With no development of

n

Residents in different wards have put up banners barring entry of
HT PHOTO
candidates for campaigning.

their area in past 15 years, residents of ward number 4 are tired
of empty poll promises and have
now decided to boycott election
candidatesandaswellasthepolling.Theysaidtheywillnotgoout
to vote on the polling day.
Residents are complaining of
absence of drainage in their colony. They said the condition has
worsened in the past two years
with the increase in number of
burglaries. “Our colony, being
near the main circular road, has
seenanumberoftheftsinhouses
andsnatchingoutsideasthemis-

creantsdecamponthemainroad
easily,” the women in the area
said. They said, “We women feel
unsafeasthereisnopolicepatrolling.”
They also complained of no
sewerage in their colonies. Neither there is any construction of
roads nor there are drains to
carrythewaste water. Residents
say they are boycotting all the
candidates and the elections.
Notably, residents of ward
5,11and18haveputupbannersin
the colonybarringentryofcandidates for election campaign.
Thereismixedopinionamong
residents as many said they
willvoteforNOTAandmanysaid
they will boycott the elections.

Tax evasion: I-T dept Father acquitted in
attaches former Youth minor daughter’s
Cong leader’s property rape case
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : Tax recovery offi-

cers of the income tax department on Monday attached twothirds share of a house owned by
ex-Youth Congress eader Vijay
Pal Singh Dimpy of Sector 40
after he failed to pay income tax.
The raid was led by tax recovery officer (TRO) Shikha Gupta,
who in her official note said,
Vijay Pal has failed to pay a sum
of ₹2.04 crore with interest
under Section 220 (2) of the
Income Tax Act, with regards to
possession of the property that
leads back to 2015.
The orders of tax recovery
officer, Gupta, stated, “Vijay Pal
has been prohibited and
restrained, until further order,
from transferring and charging
the attached property. The
property has been included in
property of the defaulter by virtue of Income Tax Act, 1961.”
Income tax officials said,
“Vijay Pal has not paid a total
income tax of ₹3.78 crore with
interest, following which recovery proceedings have been initiated. Vijay Pal cannot transfer
his share of the property in any
manner and if he does so, it will
treated as void.”
Sources from within the
department said they had sent
multiple notices to the party to

deposit the tax amount but
Vijay refused to pay any heed,
following which action was
taken as per law.
Meanwhile, family members
of Vijay Pal reached the spot
after information was received.
They claimed they are already
fighting a case in the tribunal
and the tax was levied on them
forcefully by the authorities.
PREVIOUS CASE
On March 14, this year, the court
of chief judicial magistrate
Abhishek Phutela awarded oneyear simple imprisonment to
former Chandigarh Territorial
Youth Congress president Vijay
Pal Singh Dimpy.
The court had held him guilty
under Section 406 (criminal
breach of trust) of the Indian
Penal Court and acquitted him
under Section 420 of the IPC.
Former Punjab deputy general
of police (DGP) SS Virk had filed
a case against Dimpy under
Sections 420 and 406 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
in 2014.

I-T OFFICIALS SAY DIMPY,
A RESIDENT OF SEC 40,
OWES THE DEPARTMENT
A TOTAL OF ₹3.78 CRORE
WITH INTEREST

CHANDIGARH : The district court
acquitted a man accused of raping his minor daughter.The
court of additional district and
sessions judge acquitted him
under Section 376 A and B of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Section 6 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act. The accused was
acquitted because the prosecution failed to prove its case and
the complainant along with the
minor turned hostile.
The victim’s mother alleged
her husband assaulted her on
daily basis.
The complainant said, “My
daughter confided in me and said
her father had been doing wrong
things with her for past many
months,” alleged the victim’s
mother.
Following the statements of
the victim and her mother, police
registered a first information
report (FIR) against the accused
father.
However, during the trial, the
defense advocate said the
accused was falsely implicated.
Hesaidtheaccused,whohadmet
with an accident a couple of
years ago, became a drug addict
and indulged in regular beatings
and hurling abuses.
The complaint was thus made
by the family to get rid of him, he
added.
The court declared victim and
her mother hostile and the
accused was acquitted.
HTC

n

Congress workers from 20 villages protesting in Nabha.

HT PHOTO

Over 300 Congress
workers protest
against Dharamsot
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

NABHA : Around 300 Congress
workers,includingformeroffice
bearers of Congress, former
block samiti members, former
president of market committee,
formersarpanchesandpanches,
fromover20 villages gathered to
decide which Lok Sabha candidatetheywillsupportatNabha’s
Dulladdi village on Monday.
While they claimed that they
wereignoredbycabinetminister
Sadhu Singh Dharamsot, they
also said that the villages witnessed no development under
him. They said Dharamsot, who
is a legislator from Nabha, interfered in the schemes.

“LookatthepoorimplementationofschemeslikeMGNREGA,
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
and other welfare schemes in
Nabha village,” said Gurcharan
Singh, former sarpanch of Dulladi. “The beneficiaries of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana from
Ageti village had to stage 25 days
of dharna to avail the scheme
because they didn’t bow to the
MLA,” he alleged.
Former chairman of the marketcommitteeHardevSinghSadhoherisaid,“Wewillre-assemble
onMay11anddecidewhowillwe
supportintheelections.”“IfPreneet Kaur assures us about the
development of our villages and
respect for workers, only then
we’ll support her,” he added.
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I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri
ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and
makers believe that you have

A

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas
PHOTO: ANDREW
KELLY/REUTERS
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MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look,
Deepika
seemed to walk
straight out
of a fairy
tale.

T

Deepika
Padukone
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented
more,” says

DEEPIKASOUTHFC
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Dayal. Mittal believes that
Deepika stayed true to her
personality. “Not everyone has
to go crazy. Her personality is
graceful and that’s what she
went for.” However, Bhushan
applauds her for trying out
an iconic look. “She recreated

Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes its face from one time to another, it
never really ends. I was not backed by any godfather. I
chose this path voluntarily, so it is a part of my struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

STOP PRESS

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER
angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

Kings United
Dance team
PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

daa Khan is happy being
single. The actor is
enjoying the phase and
says love will happen when it
has to, one can’t plan it. Also,
there is no pressure to get
married from her parents.
“I am happy being single
and busy professionally. It’s
not that I am out to hunt for
love. Love and relationships
are something you don’t plan,
they just happen whenever
they have to,” she continues,
“Love takes its own course just
like a river in the mountains
finds its way. With love also
comes responsibility.”
On how love is depicted on
TV and films, the actor shares,
“Love on TV and films is often

A

Kingsintheworldofdance
t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions

I

SURESH MUKUND, FOUNDER AND
CHOREOGRAPHER

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

Adaa Khan is in no hurry to find
someone special, it’ll happen
Shreya Mukherjee

Nishad Neelambaran

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

>> MORE ON P3

was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.”
During the course of their
show, which was judged by
Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a
symbol of
honouring
someone in the
dance
industry.
Shoes are one

After one of our performances,
Jennifer Lopez gave us her shoes as
a mark of respect and appreciation.
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of
choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two films.
The scary part is I know if a
couple of films don’t work for
me, I might be sent back as I
don’t have a safety net. That is
a risk I walk with every film I
choose. This is what I chose
for myself. Nobody pushed me
or forced me,” Taapsee signs
off.

of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik
Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these
international competitions
is that people respect and
encourage each other even
if they are competitors. We
were surprised to see other
crew members motivating us
during the competition and
we have learned that from
them, and it has totally
changed our outlook
when it comes to our
competitors.”
n

dramatised... But real life is
different… Love is forever
and involves the heart
completely. I count my
blessings. I have good work,
good friends and I can live
my life independently. What
more can I ask for from life. I
don’t feel the pressure of
settling down. My family is
very understanding,” she says.
Earlier Adaa was in a
relationship with actor Ankit
Gera. Later, given her
closeness to actor Shashank
Vyas, many speculated they
were in a relationship. But
both Adaa and Shashank
maintained they are very good
friends. Mention this to Adaa
and she says, “He is one of the
closest friends I have in the
industry and that’s about it. If

there’s anyone with whom I
can share my heart it’s
Shashank. I would request
everyone to not speculate.”
Given an option, which
celebrity would she have
liked to date? “David
Beckham. I follow him on
Insta, he is a complete family
man. I admire him. In
Bollywood it’s Saif Ali Khan
because he is stylish,
intelligent and classy,” says
the actor known for shows
such as Behenein, Amrit
Manthan and Naagin.
So is she open to dating
someone from the industry? “I
need to connect with the
person and his personality. I
do believe in soul connection
and vibes,” she signs off.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Adaa Khan

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

Jennifer Lopez
PHOTO: REUTERS
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

Abhimanyuwants
afilmcareerlike
Ayushmann

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into completing the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

MNVAE
NOPAI
ORTUGY
VOWE LS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

Abhimanyu Dassani (top) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d
like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the
producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The love we __ ____ is the only love we keep
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1
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Singer Katy
Perry decided
to look like a
chandelier this
time. She wore
a silver
Moschino
creation
featuring
candles and
draped crystal
beading. The
singer later
changed to an
ensemble that
resembled a
hamburger.
PHOTO: MARIO
ANZUONI/REUTERS

In a showgirlinspired
Versace dress
with feathers,
Kendall Jenner
was a sight to
behold.
PHOTO:
ANDREW KELLY/
REUTERS

Mary Queen of Scots actor Saoirse Ronan unleashed her
warrior instincts in a red Gucci dress with gold shoulder
pads emulating flames over its green and silver patterned
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
neckline.

CAMP CRUSADERS
OF MET
The Met
Gala saw
attendees
live up to
this year’s
theme —
Camp:
Notes on
Fashion — by
gracing the
pink carpet
in largerthan-life
outfits

Kim Kardashian West
was wet and dripping in
her beaded latex dress
by Thierry Mugler. The
look was created by the
designer who envisioned
a California girl stepping
out of an ocean.
PHOTO: NEILSON BARNARD/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Akshay Kaushal

he first Monday of May
every year happens to
be the most fashionable
event for fashion lovers.
The Met Gala, an annual
benefit event for the Costume
Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York
had set the theme — Camp:
Notes on Fashion, for this
year. It was inspired from
American writer Susan
Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on
Camp, which defines it as the
love of the unnatural, of
artifice and exaggeration.
Going the extra mile and over
the top, here’s a glimpse at
Met Gala’s most fashionable
gals and guys.

T

n

Accompanied by several entourages,
Lady Gaga started off with a fuchsia
Brandon Maxwell creation featuring
an enormous train. And soon started
metamorphosing. The singer shed her
first layer to reveal a black gown with
an asymmetrical sweetheart neckline
and a side bustle, followed by a
change with a hot pink gown.
In the end, she stripped down to
her underwear teamed with
exaggerated high heels.
PHOTOS: ANDREW KELLY AND
MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

akshay.kaushal@htlive.com

Dressed as an Egyptian Sun God, Billy
Porter’s entry at the Met Gala 2019 will go
down in the history books as the most
dramatic entrance ever. The Pose star’s
costume was by The Blonds and included a
bejewelled bodysuit featuring 10-foot wings,
a 24-carat gold headpiece and custom goldleaf shoes. PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS / AFP

Ezra Miller
made sure he
left our heads
spinning with
the optical
illusion eyeballs
makeup. He
wore a Burberry
suit featuring a
long train.
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Jared Leto lived up to the camp
theme in a red high-neck gown
with shoulder pads by Gucci
complete with a jewelencrusted bodychain. He took
the theme to another level and
carried a replica of his own head
as an accessory.

One Direction star Harry Styles
showcased an androgynous look in a
black lace jumpsuit with a large pussy
bow from Gucci. He accessorised it with
a teardrop earring in one ear and Cuban
heels. PHOTO: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS

PHOTO: JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

KirtiKulhariwon’tget Richard Madden had fun playing
abreaktillSeptember a manipulative, snide character
t’s a jam-packed year for
actor Kirti Kulhari. And she
is so happy with this busy
phase that she doesn’t mind
not having any time for a
break.
Her year started off with a
bang with Uri: The Surgical
Strike. A source tells us, “She
was also busy with the
promotions of her web
series Four More Shots
Please! and her debut short
film, Maya, for which
received a popular
award for best actress.”
The Blackmail (2018) actor
later rushed to Rajasthan to
complete the shoot of her
series, Bard of Blood.
“Then she shot for an
untitled film where she plays
a musician. And now, she’s
in Mumbai for another
web series,” reveals the
source.
And that isn’t all. Her next
major project is Mission
Mangal, alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. “She will
shoot for it in July, and the
film will release on August 15,

I

Kirti
Kulhari’s
next major
project is
Mission
Mangal

ctor Richard Madden
wishes to play a villain in a
film as he is tired of
playing the good guy on screen.
In an interview with The
Guardian, the 32-year-old said
his experience on the TV show

A

Rishabh Suri

I have been shooting
and promoting
different projects. An
actor’s happiness is
definitely on the sets
and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that
2019 has treated me
so well. I look forward
to a busy year.
KIRTI KULHARI ACTOR

this year,” adds the source.
Kirti says, “I have been
shooting and promoting
different projects. An actor’s
happiness is definitely on the
sets and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that 2019 has
treated me so well. I look
forward to a busy year and
can’t wait for audiences’
reactions for all my upcoming
projects.”
n

Bodyguard has made him
realise that he can portray a
person “with few bad
characteristics”. “I spent my
20s playing Romeo. Twice,
literally; and then versions of it.
So I was glad to move into my

30s and be in a place where I
might be the villain. I’m used to
playing a guy with a few bad
characteristics. With that, you
think, ‘What has made you this
way?’ and you justify them,”
said the actor, who played Robb
Stark in Game of Thrones.
In Bodyguard, the actor
played the PTSD-suffering
personal bodyguard of UK’s
home secretary.
“What was interesting with
Bodyguard was realising that...
sometimes people are bad. Or
they’re good, but they change.
This character was fun because
he’s manipulative and snide in
his tactics, and a b*****d.
You’re being dark and you’re
not justifying it. I enjoyed
playing that,” Madden said.

PTI

In Bodyguard,
Richard Madden’s
character suffers
from PTSD
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

RICHARD SAID HE CAN
PORTRAY A PERSON
“WITH FEW BAD
CHARACTERISTICS”
AFTER HIS TV SHOW

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

CHANDIGARH, WEDNESDAY, MAY 08, 2019

htclassifieds
TO BOOK YOUR AD
SIMPLY CALL

0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

nPARVEEN MALHOTRA 8872502111 n AMARPREET SINGH NANDA 9888935409

ON WEDNESDAY
nVOL III n NO. 19 n PAGE 08

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

CHANDIGARH, WEDNESDAY, MAY 08, 2019

htclassifieds
TO BOOK YOUR AD
SIMPLY CALL

0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

PARVEEN MALHOTRA 8872502111  AMARPREET SINGH NANDA 9888935409

ON WEDNESDAY
VOL III  NO. 19  PAGE 08

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

CHANDIGARH, WEDNESDAY, MAY 08, 2019

htclassifieds
EDUCATION P1, 4

TO BOOK YOUR AD
SIMPLY CALL

ON WEDNESDAY

BUSINESS P4

0172-5050683

FOR ENQUIRY CONTACT>>

VOL III  NO. 19  PAGE 08

PARVEEN MALHOTRA 8872502111  AMARPREET SINGH NANDA 9888935409

EDUCATION
EDUCATION

EDUCATION

ENGLISH by Gupta Sir. Home/
Group
Coaching
Class-IX
Onwards.Complete-SYLLABUS
During Summer Vacation.Contact
9872655377/9888615377

CHEMISTRY (NCERT/ JEE/ NEET)
Sector 21 Chandigarh & Phase 11
Mohali, Excellent results 2018
boards (5 students scored above
90%) 9417185881.

CHEMISTRY Home Tuitions +1,+2
Competitions (NEET, IIT), basics
(NCERT) and institute doubts
clearance. Highly experienced
Teacher. 9876444333.

MATHEMATICS: +2 Compartment clear with highest marks. Individually (Group/ Home) Experienced:
M.ScMathematics
9988246686

HOME/ Group Tuitions and Tutors are available for all classes/
subjects. Devikas tutorials since
1995 call:-9872438079, Tutors Welcome.

HOME Tutors Available for All
Classes/ Subjects in Panchkula/
Chandigarh/ Mohali 73476-53830
(Tutors Welcome) Vigour Education.

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

EDUCATION

ENGLISH SPEAKING

ICSE, CBSE upto 10th Mathematics, Science, 20 years experienced. M.Sc. Home Tutor. Students
getting 98%, Printed Notes.
9815929292.

MIGLANI home Tuition Accounts,
Economics +1, +2, B.Com, B.B.A,
B.A (experienced Teachers) Mob:
9872973319, 9888457718

CHEMISTRY Group & Home
Tuitions for +1, +2, JEE/ NEET
Panchkula, Chandigarh, Mohali.
Contact: 9855420328.

+1, +2, B.Com Coaching Sector41D,
Accounts,
Economics,
Business by (CA, CS Vidushi, Shri
Ram College of Commerce, London
School of Economics UK Passout)
Produced AIR-5 in 12th CBSE 2017,
Contact:
Vidushi
Commerce
Classes. 9988457457.

MATHS/ Physics 6th- 12th CBSE/
ICSE/ BBA, BCA, Engg. Maths,
Compartment Batch Sector-53,
(9876818283)

IELTS Coaching for Fresher/
Band-Improvement, Minimum-Fee,
Assured-Results, also Free Spoken
and
Personality
Development
Classes,Mohali. 7087867050

CONCEPTUAL
PHYSICS,
Mathematics
(JEE-MAINS,
Advanced) by Holistically Freaking
Experts (Teachers by Choice),
Physics:- Pawan Kumar (P.K. Sir),
(Ex-Sr. Faculty-Bansal Classes).
Mathematics:- Vineet Upadhyay
(V.P. Sir) (Ex-Faculty- Career Point
Aakash Institute) 99156-69385,
89686-65229
RESULT oriented coaching for
mathematics 8th to 12th Science
upto 10th. Experienced teachers.
9888633261.
HOME Tuition Maths/ Science 7th
to 10th Class by B.Sc, B.Ed,
experienced Teacher Contact:
7696232454
HOME
Mathematics
Result
oriented
classes,
highly
experienced Tutor CBSE, ICSE,
ISE, 9th, 10th, +1, +2. 85913-91905.
STUDYFUN
aims
towards
creating a passion for maths evs and
all other subjects in your child Begin
early to develop a stronger
foundation Teach through board
games, bingo and may more from
class 1-10. Special guidance for
parents and students Contact:
Dr. Sukriti (from 11a.m. - 7p.m)
9592988888.

"FREE Trials" Home Tuitions for
All Classes/ Subjects Competitions
Exam
Soham
Tutorials.
9872662386 (Tutor Welcome)

IELTS MBA Coaching English
Speaking Grammar, Personality
Development Academics +1, +2,
Special Batches on Saturday.
Sunday 3036/44-D. Chandigarh.
98764-40363,
0172-2663036.
www.ritaenglishacademy.com

HOME Tuitions upto 10 (Maths,
Science, Olympiads) +1, +2
(Chemistry, Biology) Qualified
Female Tutor. 9815891571

PHYSICS home doubt classes for
JEE (Main/ Advanced), NEET,
AIIMS preparing students. Ranvijay
Sir. 7814997347.

COACHING FOR IELTS Spoken
English Grammar from Highly
experienced trainer at Phase-2
Mohali. 99147-98999

ACCOUNTS Economics +1, +2,
B.Com, Home Tuition Chandigarh,
Mohali. Guaranteed Satisfaction,
(13
years),
Pushpender.
8427273894.

PHYSICS/ Chemistry, NCERT, IIT,
AIPMT Experienced Doctorate
faculty of IIT Delhi, Pay after
satisfaction. 98551-11219.

PHYSICS (9896701044), Chemistry (9041256907) Mathematics
(7009701574)
(CBSE/
ICSE/)
Home/ Group Tuitions (10th- 12th,
JEE, NEET) SEC-34.
RESULT Oriented Personalised
coaching for IELTS, spoken english
and Grammar by experienced faculty (Introductory Discount 30%).
Contact: Succeeders 83609-32193.
COMMERCE
Home/
Group
Tuition +1, +2, (CBSE/ ICSE/ NIOS)
Accounts,
Economics,
Maths,
Business 98550-42535, 9876390450.

CBSE, NCERT ( Short Duration)
+1, +2 Fifteen years Experience
(Mathematics
98157-25385)
(Chemistry 98550-24657), (Physics
95014- 57805).
EXCELLENT Home tuitions of
Mathematics 8th, 9th, 10th, +1, +2
by RajSir, 15 years experience.
8286100004

ADMISSIONS
RESULT oriented home tutors
available all classes subjects
Reasonable Fee contact ANAND
TUTORIALS
7307203050,
9888407884.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES
CIAO!SPEAK *ITALIAN* fluently
Learn from Italy returned Trainer C1
Siena
University
Italy.
Call
7018520148.
LEARN French Qualified Tutor
available cover all School Syllabus
Home Tuition Available Contact:
9855433662

COMPUTER COURSE
LEARN Java, C++, IELTS, PTE,
Python, PHP, Computer Basics,
HTML, Internet home tutor available. 8872900055
LEARN Computer basics, Internet Typing, Web Designing, SEO,
SMO PHP, Photoshop, HR Training,
Tally. 9888647152.
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UDY
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洀琀䤀 㨀匀䄀椀 2倀 洀u椀t琀挀䤀砀 䌀 600 䀀椀挀v䤀琀砀挀t挀䤀砀
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EDUCATION
TUITION & TUTORIALS

TUITION & TUTORIALS

BIOLOGY +1, +2, NCERT &
Competitions (Sec-69, Mohali)
experienced Doctorate female
faculty: 9877342893.

RESULT oriented Female/ Male
Home Tutor available any Subject/
Class/ board, Graduate, Post
Graduate. Chandigarh, Mohali,
Kharar. 81949-15252.

PAY PER doubt jee main-jee
Advance Mathematics Question +1,
+2. Shivam Mathematics SCO 273
32D Chandigarh 8360375478.
HOME tuition physics, maths, X,
XI, XII. All boards in Mohali,
Chandigarh.
Contact
Goel
9417473984
HOME Tutors M/F available all
classes, all subjects. Tutors for
Engg. Degree, Diploma, all subjects
all streams. Contact Er. Ashwani
Dharia, Dharia Classes, 8360754669. Tutors welcome.
CONTACT for home Tuition by
experience and qualified Teacher by
Gurman Tutorial 9915210374 (result
oriented)
GANPATI Tutorials Excellent
home tutors for all Classes/
Subjects/ Areas. 9815504171 Mrs.
Kakkar (Tutors Welcome).
TUTORS
at
sector
51-A
Chandigarh tuition for Maths 10th
class only contact 9872558875

HOME
tuitions
9th,
10th,
Mathematics, Science experienced
Sanjeev Sir. 8558972896, +1, +2,
IIT, B.Tech, Result 95% Professor
Tyagi. 9501243740.
SCIENCE Home Tuitions 8th, 9th
and 10th ICSE/ CBSE. Experience
of 14 years. Printed Worksheets and
Test. Chandigarh/ Mohali/ Zirakpur.
9417781207.

COACHING
PHYSICS Helpline XI, XII. Small
batches or Individual tuitions free
trials Phase 10, Mohali. Home
Tuition Mohali, Chandigarh nearby
Sectors only. 97804-45478.

COOKERY CLASS
LEARN cooking and Baking Party
Snacks, Salads Chinese, Tandoori,
South Indian, Italian, Continental,
Cakes 9417684502

BUSINESS

TOUR & TRAVEL

PEST CONTROL

IATA Certified Travel AgencyDiscounted price- Air Ticketing, Holiday Package, Hotels, Cruises, Visa,
& Passport Services. Best Rates
Guaranteed, Evergreen Travels
Chandigarh- 99586-00585, 9914409433.

DEEMAK,
Cockroaches,
Mosquitos, Rats, Lizards Control
with bayer India, Smelless Chemicals at reasonable rate.9988093138

THAKURAL
Travels:
Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours, Tourist Visa Guidance
Contact:
66-67,
Sector
8C,
Chandigarh.
0172-5007860/
5007861/ 5007862, 9988998050.

CONVEYANCE &
CAR ON HIRE
CHD-DELHI 2500 Dzire Etios Innova 3500 near Krishna market 41.
Dhiman
travels.
9216132805,
9878104288
ALL kinds of rental cabs and experience Drivers are available
contact Devikas:- 9872438079

ALUMINIUM FABRICATION
ALUMINIUM Doors Windows
Gysum Board False Ceiling Partition
Blinds PVC Wooden Flooring. Amrit
Interiors. 9872350188.
SETHI Aluminium fabricator,
Partition, wall paper, ceiling blinds,
sheds, cupboards, curtains, multiple
flooring, renovation. 9815716824.
ALUMINIUM Glazing, Doors,
Window, Partitions, False ceiling,
Vertical Blind etc. Sharma Decor,
9872867613

BUSINESS

INSURANCE

CAR FOR SALE

KFT requires Accounts Executive, Senior Accountant, Management Trainee Exp- 1-2 yr, Qualification- B.com, M.com, MBA, CS,
CA, CMA, Chartered Accountant
Exp- 2-4 yr qualification - CA, CAinter, CA-final plot- I-60, alpha IT
City, Sector 83, Call 0172-5256060
email: hr@kft.co.in, info@kft.co.in

INSURE
Life,
Moneyback,
Children, Pension, ULIPS, shop,
Mediclaim, vehicle, mutual fund.
Tricity Insurance expert. 9915344349.

INNOVA 2008, Golden Colour,
New Tyres, Full Insurance, Excellent
Condition, Single Owner, Immediate
Sale. 9855951209.

GOLDEN Opportunity For Retired/ VRS Govt. Official, Bankers for
PartTime Salary upto 30,000 and Incentive. Contact:- 7814449111.
RUNNING gym in Sector-20,
Panchkula available for lease. Call:
9816365777.
BRANDED Restaurant running
successfully for sale at VIP Road
Zirakpur owner leaving abroad.
Contact: 98155-61566
REQUIRED Business partner for
MNC. Minimum Investment 30000/-,
Training
Provided.
Maximum
returns. 9803030308.
CUSTOM Printed T-shirts at low
price. Get superior print quality. Call
9478425255 www.tee4me.in

ADVTG. & MKTG.
BOOK Advertisement: All Newspapers/ Radio/ TV/ Facebook/
Google/ Youtube. Parizwing SCO65, 20-C, Chandigarh. 9888516234.
FOR Advertisement in all newspapers call Atul Arora 98150-43655
Doorstep service. No extra charges.

PACKERS & MOVERS
HEMKUNT Packers & Movers,
Local shifting services & all over
India services Chandigarh: 9465588772, 98724-20061
EX-SERVICEMAN Packers &
Movers Household Tricity All India
Shifting uploading Transport Call:
9914224303, 9779844825.

INTERIOR DECORATION
UNIQUE Interiors and Renovation
Work Specialist: Modular kitchen,
Cupboard, Wooden, Paint, POP,
Plumbing, Electrical, Civil works,
Labour job with Material. 9872572926, 81463-68430.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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J.S Pest Control Pvt. Ltd.
(member IPCA Since 1986) Bayer
Products. 393/37-D, Chandigarh
0172-4637099, 4636088, 9876051133, 9915551155.

SUNSHINE Pest Control Excellent Work, Reasonable Rates, Shop
No. 189 Sector -70, Mohali. 01724011364, 9914617766.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL
FITNESS

Multifunction Devices For

TO get health/ stressfree life learn
yoga/ fitness training. Experienced/
certified instructor (Mr. Mehta
9592087442)

100% Safe Herbal Solution for
health- Vigour- Vitality- 7082733373, www.ska1925.com

FIBRE GLASS
SINCE 1983 manufacturers of
Fibreglass, polycarbonate Domes,
Sheets, Canopy, Awning, Doors,
Dustbins, Play Equipment, Tank
Lining, Poly Process Engineers,
131, Industrial Area- I, Chandigarh.
5075291/ 98140-87932.
T & C APPLY

FOR SALE
CERAGEM Therapy V3 Advance
Bed Excellent Condition Going
Cheap Contact:- 9815541922.

HARJAS ENTERPRISES

HARJAS

SCO 531, Sector 70, MOHALI
M: 98151-11000, 62399-77545

LOAN / FINANCE
GOLD Loan, Personal Loan,
Scooter Loan for Govt./ Private
Employees SCF 38/6, Sector 18D,
Chandigarh- 9876580001.
CASH on swipe of credit card at
nominal fee. SCF 38/6, Sector- 18D,
Chandigarh- 98765-80001.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES
ACCOUNTING
SERVICE-For
IncomeTax, TDS, GST Return &
Compliance, VAT Assessment,
Part/Pending Accounting work.
9877467025

DETECTIVE & SECURITY
SERVICES
AUTHENTIC Private investigations and detective services.
Chanakya SCO-409, Sector-35C,
Chandigarh.
+91-98147-10789,
0172-5014789.
TOP Secret Detective Agency
SCO 487, Sector 35 Chandigarh.
9876491992, Contact Relating extra
marital affairs, or any other problem.

ASTROLOGY
ASTROLOGY provides peace of
mind, prosperity besides solving
your problems, for your Astrological
Problems Consult- Rajiv at "The
Destiny" 9815599555 by appointment only please.
TO solve all kinds of problems regarding physical body, mind and
emotions. To learn Reiki Healing
and Tarot Card reading. Contact:
Sonia 6280538885

TICKETING/RESERVATIONS
THAKURAL
Travels:
Best
Discounted Airtickets, Package
Tours Contact: 38-39, Sector-17A,
Chandigarh.
0172-5007863/
5007864.
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AMRITSAR
I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri
ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and

A

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas
PHOTO: ANDREW
KELLY/REUTERS
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MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look, Deepika
seemed to
walk straight
out of a fairy
tale.

T

Deepika
Padukone

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented

PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
DEEPIKASOUTHFC

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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more,” says Dayal. Mittal
believes that Deepika stayed
true to her personality. “Not
everyone has to go crazy. Her
personality is graceful and
that’s what she went for.”
However, Bhushan applauds
her for trying out

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes its face from one time to another, it
never really ends. I was not backed by any godfather. I
chose this path voluntarily, so it is a part of my struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

STOP PRESS

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER
angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

an iconic look. “She recreated
Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

makers believe that you have
talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of
choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two films.
The scary part is I know if a
couple of films don’t work for
me, I might be sent back as I
don’t have a safety net. That is
a risk I walk with every film I
choose. This is what I chose
for myself. Nobody pushed me
or forced me,” Taapsee signs
off.

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

>> MORE ON P3

Kingsintheworldofdance Adaa Khan is in no hurry to find
Nishad Neelambaran
t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions
was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.” During the course of
their show, which was judged
by Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,

Kings United
Dance team

I

PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

someone special, it’ll happen

Shreya Mukherjee

Adaa Khan
daa Khan is happy being
single. The actor is
enjoying the phase and
says love will happen when it
has to, one can’t plan it. Also,
there is no pressure to get
married from her parents.
“I am happy being single and
busy professionally. It’s not
that I am out to hunt for love.
Love and relationships are
something you don’t plan, they
just happen whenever they
have to,” she continues, “Love
takes its own course just like a
river in the mountains finds its
way. With love also comes
responsibility.”
On how love is depicted on
TV and films, the actor shares,
“Love on TV and films is often
dramatised... But real life is
different… Love is forever
and involves the heart
completely. I count my
blessings. I have good work,
good friends and I can live
my life independently. What
more can I ask for from life. I
don’t feel the pressure of

A
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a symbol of
honouring someone in the
dance industry. Shoes are one
of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik

Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these international
competitions is that people
respect and encourage each
other even if they are
competitors. We were
surprised to see other crew
members motivating us during
the competition and we have
learned that from them.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

settling down. My family is
very understanding,” she says.
Earlier Adaa was in a
relationship with actor Ankit
Gera. Later, given her
closeness to actor Shashank
Vyas, many speculated they
were in a relationship. But both
Adaa and Shashank
maintained they are very good
friends. Mention this to Adaa
and she says, “He is one of the
closest friends I have in the
industry and that’s about it. If
there’s anyone with whom I can
share my heart it’s Shashank. I
would request everyone to not

speculate.”
Given an option, which
celebrity would she have
liked to date? “David Beckham.
I follow him on Insta, he is a
complete family man. I admire
him. In Bollywood it’s Saif Ali
Khan because he is stylish,
intelligent and classy,” says the
actor known for shows such as
Behenein, Amrit Manthan and
Naagin. So is she open to dating
someone from the industry? “I
need to connect with the person
and his personality. I do believe
in soul connection and vibes,”
she signs off.
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

Abhimanyuwants
afilmcareerlike
Ayushmann

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into completing the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

MNVAE
NOPAI
ORTUGY
VOWE LS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

Abhimanyu Dassani (top) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d
like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the
producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The love we __ ____ is the only love we keep
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1
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Singer Katy
Perry decided
to look like a
chandelier this
time. She wore
a silver
Moschino
creation
featuring
candles and
draped crystal
beading. The
singer later
changed to an
ensemble that
resembled a
hamburger.
PHOTO: MARIO
ANZUONI/REUTERS

In a showgirlinspired
Versace dress
with feathers,
Kendall Jenner
was a sight to
behold.
PHOTO:
ANDREW KELLY/
REUTERS

Mary Queen of Scots actor Saoirse Ronan unleashed her
warrior instincts in a red Gucci dress with gold shoulder
pads emulating flames over its green and silver patterned
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
neckline.

CAMP CRUSADERS
OF MET
The Met
Gala saw
attendees
live up to
this year’s
theme —
Camp:
Notes on
Fashion — by
gracing the
pink carpet
in largerthan-life
outfits

Kim Kardashian West
was wet and dripping in
her beaded latex dress
by Thierry Mugler. The
look was created by the
designer who envisioned
a California girl stepping
out of an ocean.
PHOTO: NEILSON BARNARD/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Akshay Kaushal

he first Monday of May
every year happens to
be the most fashionable
event for fashion lovers.
The Met Gala, an annual
benefit event for the Costume
Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York
had set the theme — Camp:
Notes on Fashion, for this
year. It was inspired from
American writer Susan
Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on
Camp, which defines it as the
love of the unnatural, of
artifice and exaggeration.
Going the extra mile and over
the top, here’s a glimpse at
Met Gala’s most fashionable
gals and guys.

T

n

Accompanied by several entourages,
Lady Gaga started off with a fuchsia
Brandon Maxwell creation featuring
an enormous train. And soon started
metamorphosing. The singer shed her
first layer to reveal a black gown with
an asymmetrical sweetheart neckline
and a side bustle, followed by a
change with a hot pink gown.
In the end, she stripped down to
her underwear teamed with
exaggerated high heels.
PHOTOS: ANDREW KELLY AND
MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

akshay.kaushal@htlive.com

Dressed as an Egyptian Sun God, Billy
Porter’s entry at the Met Gala 2019 will go
down in the history books as the most
dramatic entrance ever. The Pose star’s
costume was by The Blonds and included a
bejewelled bodysuit featuring 10-foot wings,
a 24-carat gold headpiece and custom goldleaf shoes. PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS / AFP

Ezra Miller
made sure he
left our heads
spinning with
the optical
illusion eyeballs
makeup. He
wore a Burberry
suit featuring a
long train.
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Jared Leto lived up to the camp
theme in a red high-neck gown
with shoulder pads by Gucci
complete with a jewelencrusted bodychain. He took
the theme to another level and
carried a replica of his own head
as an accessory.

One Direction star Harry Styles
showcased an androgynous look in a
black lace jumpsuit with a large pussy
bow from Gucci. He accessorised it with
a teardrop earring in one ear and Cuban
heels. PHOTO: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS

PHOTO: JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

KirtiKulhariwon’tget Proud of sticking to my Richard Madden had fun playing
abreaktillSeptember Fconviction: Nagesh a manipulative, snide character
Rishabh Suri

t’s a jam-packed year for
actor Kirti Kulhari. And she
is so happy with this busy
phase that she doesn’t mind
not having any time for a
break.
Her year started off with a
bang with Uri: The Surgical
Strike. A source tells us, “She
was also busy with the
promotions of her web
series Four More Shots
Please! and her debut short
film, Maya, for which
received a popular
award for best actress.”
The Blackmail (2018) actor
later rushed to Rajasthan to
complete the shoot of her
series, Bard of Blood.
“Then she shot for an
untitled film where she plays
a musician. And now, she’s
in Mumbai for another
web series,” reveals the
source.
And that isn’t all. Her next
major project is Mission
Mangal, alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. “She will
shoot for it in July, and the
film will release on August 15,

I

Kirti
Kulhari’s
next major
project is
Mission
Mangal

I have been shooting
and promoting
different projects. An
actor’s happiness is
definitely on the sets
and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that
2019 has treated me
so well. I look forward
to a busy year.

ilmmaker Nagesh
Kukunoor is proud that in
his journey of more than 20
years he has stuck to his
movie-making conviction,
never succumbing to
mainstream pressure. Nagesh
made his directorial debut in
1998 with Hyderabad Blues
and has since helmed critically
acclaimed films like Rockford
(1999), Dor (2006), Iqbal (2005)
and Dhanak (2016).
The director-actor
describes his journey as a good
run with “superb high and
god-awful lows.” “To be
around for 22 years isn’t a big
deal. There are lots of
directors like that. But if I am

still doing my own thing after
all these years, it shows my
conviction is intact. I can take
that to my grave happily,”
Nagesh says.
He says his struggle to tell
the stories hasn’t reduced. The
52-year-old director, who has
recently dabbled with the web
space, says if one “wants to
play the mainstream game”
then one must work with the
stars. “But a lot of my films
don’t fit in that universe, so I
don’t worry about it. But
finding the right resources and
money will be tricky when you
tell stories that are away from
the mainstream narrative,”
says Nagesh.
PTI

ctor Richard Madden
wishes to play a villain in a
film as he is tired of
playing the good guy on screen.
In an interview with The
Guardian, the 32-year-old said
his experience on the TV show

A

KIRTI KULHARI ACTOR

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

30s and be in a place where I
might be the villain. I’m used to
playing a guy with a few bad
characteristics. With that, you
think, ‘What has made you this
way?’ and you justify them,”
said the actor, who played Robb
Stark in Game of Thrones.
In Bodyguard, the actor
played the PTSD-suffering
personal bodyguard of UK’s
home secretary.
“What was interesting with
Bodyguard was realising that...
sometimes people are bad. Or
they’re good, but they change.
This character was fun because
he’s manipulative and snide in
his tactics, and a b*****d.
You’re being dark and you’re
not justifying it. I enjoyed
playing that,” Madden said.

PTI

this year,” adds the source.
Kirti says, “I have been
shooting and promoting
different projects. An actor’s
happiness is definitely on the
sets and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that 2019 has
treated me so well. I look
forward to a busy year and
can’t wait for audiences’
reactions for all my upcoming
projects.”
n

Bodyguard has made him
realise that he can portray a
person “with few bad
characteristics”. “I spent my
20s playing Romeo. Twice,
literally; and then versions of it.
So I was glad to move into my

In Bodyguard,
Richard Madden’s
character suffers
from PTSD
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

RICHARD SAID HE CAN
PORTRAY A PERSON
“WITH FEW BAD
CHARACTERISTICS”
AFTER HIS TV SHOW

N
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SAYITWITHJACKETS!

A FINE LIFE
LOOKBOOK

Layer up this
summer with
some cool and
stylish jackets.
We give you a
low-down on
what’s trending

FLOWER POWER
Nothing beats a bold floral
motif and this sunflower
motif is one happy
summer jacket you can
opt for. “The jacket is
inspired from ‘kediyo’
traditional wear of Gujarat
and also includes some
bold handloom prints and
a sunflower which is
machine embroidered,”
says fashion designer Vina
Ahuja of Akashi

Akshata Shetty
hey are smart, chic and
definitely a piece of
clothing your summer
wardrobe needs. We are
talking about layering up with
cool jackets this season. Well,
layering up in summers does
seem odd, especially when it is
a winter choice. However,
there are a variety of cool
options when it comes to
choosing the right jacket to
beat the heat. “We feel it
[layering] does hold a great
value in terms of style. But in
terms of comfort, one should
focus on the textures of the
clothes. Wearing light linen or
cotton material for layering
is apt as they are thin and
lets your body breathe.
Layers of organza on
dresses and trousers
add a sense of
romance,” says
fashion designer Sweta
Tantia of Tahweave.
While the trend has
become a favourite among
Bollywood stars, we take a
look how you can experiment
with the jacket this season.

T
Denim drama
Leave it to Deepika Padukone to keep bringing back iconic
styles like the fashionista she is. Recently spotted at the
airport, the actor paired a denim jumpsuit with a pair of hot
PHOTO: YOGENSHAH
pink heels for the added drama.

NET-PICKING

n

Disha Patani posted this picture of her with Aditya Roy
Kapur. The duo are in Mauritius for the shoot of their
upcoming film together. She captioned it, ‘Training for
something special’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DISHPATANI

Actor Karisma Kapoor
looks chic in this white
cotton silk flower jamdani
pleated dress with French
knot embroidered
pockets. What caught our
attention was the green
with off-white, yellow and
brown stripes cowl over
layer with drawstrings.
“It’s a single ply cotton
over layer, which is very
easy to carry and can be
accessorised with
anything which makes any
outfit looks dressier. An
over layer can be paired up
with a pant, dress by
making it totally summer
ready,” says fashion
designer Sweta Tantia

PRINT ON
PRINT

CHECK IT OUT!
Keeping it casual and chic
is actor Ananya Panday
who rocks this print-onprint jacket and shorts by
Only. What makes this an
ideal summer wear is that
the chequered jacket can
pass off as a formal and
casual wear at the same
time. Team it with a
pair of trousers and
you are ready to go.

The jumpsuit
it and
d
jacket togeth
her are
a great take on
o the
print-on-printt
trend. “The lon
ngline
flowy lightweight
w to
jacket is a great way
add versatility to one’s
wardrobe. It can be
worn in an Indowestern style, the
way actor Daisy
o
Shah has paired it or
simply over a more
casual denim look.
The colour
blocked striped
jacket is a clash
of muted azure
blues against a

bright dash of Tuscan sun
yellow, perfect for the
summers,” says fashion
designer Sougat
aul.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

STYLE IT RIGHT!

ht.cafe@htlive.com

Stylist Preetham Jukalker
suggests summer jackets to
get you sorted for every
occasion. Take a look…
n If you have an early morning
activity or travel plan, keep it
casual with a cotton
sleeveless printed jacket and
team it with a pastel T-shirt
or you also opt for print-on -

MINIMAL AND
SUSTAINABLE

A dip in the ocean

COOL COTTON

Add your summer chic
with this Kora jacket. “This
is a soft unbleached
organic cotton, handspun and handwoven
jacket with box pleats
on the front and back.
You can try it on a
crop and palazzo
trousers,” says
fashion designer
Vaibbhavi P.

print. For instance, a printed
jacket and shorts as
coordinates
n Summer is a good time for

pastel shades. If you are out
to get some brunch, try on a
pastel jacket with white or
ivory pyjamas. In pastel
shades you could choose
from powder blue or aqua
green

n For an evening outing, a

printed long jacket with
tapered pants flatter any
body type
n If you have a wedding to

attend, the men can opt for
jackets in floral prints and
Aztec prints teamed with
pastel kurta and the women
can go for sheer capes on
skirts and flared pants.

Give wedding outfits a contemporary
feel with this asymmetric midi skirt
teamed with a sheer long jacket.
PHOTO: HEMANSHI
KAMANI/HT

ARunway
ofStress?

Model Tales Soares collapses
on the ramp during the show
PHOTO: AP

Death of a Brazilian model raises
questions about the safety of
runway models
Akshata Shetty
razilian model Tales
Soares died after
collapsing on the
runway at the Sao
Paulo Fashion Week on April
29. According to reports, the
26-year-old model who
walked for the fashion brand
Ocksa, had taken ill while
participating in the fashion
week. The video clip of Soares
collapsing on the ramp during
the show left everyone
shocked. This incident has
raised many questions on the
challenges models face due to
hectic schedules and is this
accident a wake-up call?
“The first thought that
came [to my mind] is that it
looks like somebody who is

B

undergoing a lot of stress,”
says image consultant, Neeraj
Gaba. He believes that
modelling is a very stressful
career. “Most of the time you
don’t have work. It’s only
after you reach a certain
level, that’s when you get
work. By that time, the body
goes through a lot of stress
and you don’t know
internally what is
manifesting,” adds Gaba.
There was a time when
models had to be of a certain
size to fit the runway criteria.
However, times have
changed. But has the outlook
changed for good? According
to model Alesia Raut, who has
been modelling for the past 20
years, feels blessed that the
culture of being super skinny

hasn’t been adapted in India.
“Going by the western
culture, they have
implemented that there has to
be a certain amount of fat on
the model’s body but going by
the Indian culture we still
prefer healthy and fit
models,” says Raut, adding,
“This is a profession where
your physical appearance
matters but a healthy mind is
also very important. As a
responsible senior model, I
always say don’t go by my
looks. There’s a lot that goes
into putting my looks
together which includes my
dedication, hard work and
discipline.”
Body shaming, peer
pressure and social media
influx are some of the major
issues the youth face today.
For runway model Deepti
Gujral, it is important that
when you have young models
enter the industry, the agency
they are associated with
should support them
emotionally. “The youth

today are not able to cope
with the stress levels.
Everyone wants everything
quickly, but are we really
ready to embrace this fast
paced life? Are we ready to
accept what comes with it? A
good balanced life and
simplicity doesn’t exist
anymore. The greed, desire
and competition is so much,
that we are losing
perspective,” says Gujral.
While creating awareness
about physical and mental
health in the industry is
important, fashion designer
Wendell Rodricks suggests
that Indian models need to
form a federation to overcome
challenges. “First of all, the
models need to form a
federation among themselves
to protect themselves. They
are like designers pre-2000
India Fashion Week. If they
form a federation they can
have a better leverage over
themselves and their agents,”
adds Rodricks.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

Going by the western
culture, they have
implemented that there
has to be a certain
amount of fat on the
model’s body but going by
the Indian culture, we still
prefer healthy and fit
models.
NEERAJ GABA, IMAGE
CONSULTANT
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I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri
ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and
makers believe that you have

A

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas
PHOTO: ANDREW
KELLY/REUTERS

T
N
E
W
Y
E
WHEN TH
‘CAMP’ING

MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look,
Deepika
seemed to walk
straight out
of a fairy
tale.

T

Deepika
Padukone
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented
more,” says

DEEPIKASOUTHFC

onas with
Priyanka Chopra J
as, and
husband Nick Jon
e made
Deepika Padukon
et Gala
heads turn at the M give
erts
2019. Fashion exp
er their
their take on wheth
ot
looks worked or n

Dayal. Mittal believes that
Deepika stayed true to her
personality. “Not everyone has
to go crazy. Her personality is
graceful and that’s what she
went for.” However, Bhushan
applauds her for trying out
an iconic look. “She recreated

Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes its face from one time to another, it
never really ends. I was not backed by any godfather. I
chose this path voluntarily, so it is a part of my struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

STOP PRESS

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER
angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

Kings United
Dance team
PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

daa Khan is happy being
single. The actor is
enjoying the phase and
says love will happen when it
has to, one can’t plan it. Also,
there is no pressure to get
married from her parents.
“I am happy being single
and busy professionally. It’s
not that I am out to hunt for
love. Love and relationships
are something you don’t plan,
they just happen whenever
they have to,” she continues,
“Love takes its own course just
like a river in the mountains
finds its way. With love also
comes responsibility.”
On how love is depicted on
TV and films, the actor shares,
“Love on TV and films is often

A

Kingsintheworldofdance
t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions

I

SURESH MUKUND, FOUNDER AND
CHOREOGRAPHER

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

Adaa Khan is in no hurry to find
someone special, it’ll happen
Shreya Mukherjee

Nishad Neelambaran

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

>> MORE ON P3

was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.”
During the course of their
show, which was judged by
Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a
symbol of
honouring
someone in the
dance
industry.
Shoes are one

After one of our performances,
Jennifer Lopez gave us her shoes as
a mark of respect and appreciation.
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of
choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two films.
The scary part is I know if a
couple of films don’t work for
me, I might be sent back as I
don’t have a safety net. That is
a risk I walk with every film I
choose. This is what I chose
for myself. Nobody pushed me
or forced me,” Taapsee signs
off.

of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik
Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these
international competitions
is that people respect and
encourage each other even
if they are competitors. We
were surprised to see other
crew members motivating us
during the competition and
we have learned that from
them, and it has totally
changed our outlook
when it comes to our
competitors.”
n

dramatised... But real life is
different… Love is forever
and involves the heart
completely. I count my
blessings. I have good work,
good friends and I can live
my life independently. What
more can I ask for from life. I
don’t feel the pressure of
settling down. My family is
very understanding,” she says.
Earlier Adaa was in a
relationship with actor Ankit
Gera. Later, given her
closeness to actor Shashank
Vyas, many speculated they
were in a relationship. But
both Adaa and Shashank
maintained they are very good
friends. Mention this to Adaa
and she says, “He is one of the
closest friends I have in the
industry and that’s about it. If

there’s anyone with whom I
can share my heart it’s
Shashank. I would request
everyone to not speculate.”
Given an option, which
celebrity would she have
liked to date? “David
Beckham. I follow him on
Insta, he is a complete family
man. I admire him. In
Bollywood it’s Saif Ali Khan
because he is stylish,
intelligent and classy,” says
the actor known for shows
such as Behenein, Amrit
Manthan and Naagin.
So is she open to dating
someone from the industry? “I
need to connect with the
person and his personality. I
do believe in soul connection
and vibes,” she signs off.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Adaa Khan

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

Jennifer Lopez
PHOTO: REUTERS
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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MAY 8, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

Abhimanyuwants
afilmcareerlike
Ayushmann

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into completing the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

MNVAE
NOPAI
ORTUGY
VOWE LS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

Abhimanyu Dassani (top) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d
like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the
producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The love we __ ____ is the only love we keep
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1
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Singer Katy
Perry decided
to look like a
chandelier this
time. She wore
a silver
Moschino
creation
featuring
candles and
draped crystal
beading. The
singer later
changed to an
ensemble that
resembled a
hamburger.
PHOTO: MARIO
ANZUONI/REUTERS

In a showgirlinspired
Versace dress
with feathers,
Kendall Jenner
was a sight to
behold.
PHOTO:
ANDREW KELLY/
REUTERS

Mary Queen of Scots actor Saoirse Ronan unleashed her
warrior instincts in a red Gucci dress with gold shoulder
pads emulating flames over its green and silver patterned
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
neckline.

CAMP CRUSADERS
OF MET
The Met
Gala saw
attendees
live up to
this year’s
theme —
Camp:
Notes on
Fashion — by
gracing the
pink carpet
in largerthan-life
outfits

Kim Kardashian West
was wet and dripping in
her beaded latex dress
by Thierry Mugler. The
look was created by the
designer who envisioned
a California girl stepping
out of an ocean.
PHOTO: NEILSON BARNARD/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Akshay Kaushal

he first Monday of May
every year happens to
be the most fashionable
event for fashion lovers.
The Met Gala, an annual
benefit event for the Costume
Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York
had set the theme — Camp:
Notes on Fashion, for this
year. It was inspired from
American writer Susan
Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on
Camp, which defines it as the
love of the unnatural, of
artifice and exaggeration.
Going the extra mile and over
the top, here’s a glimpse at
Met Gala’s most fashionable
gals and guys.

T

n

Accompanied by several entourages,
Lady Gaga started off with a fuchsia
Brandon Maxwell creation featuring
an enormous train. And soon started
metamorphosing. The singer shed her
first layer to reveal a black gown with
an asymmetrical sweetheart neckline
and a side bustle, followed by a
change with a hot pink gown.
In the end, she stripped down to
her underwear teamed with
exaggerated high heels.
PHOTOS: ANDREW KELLY AND
MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

akshay.kaushal@htlive.com

Dressed as an Egyptian Sun God, Billy
Porter’s entry at the Met Gala 2019 will go
down in the history books as the most
dramatic entrance ever. The Pose star’s
costume was by The Blonds and included a
bejewelled bodysuit featuring 10-foot wings,
a 24-carat gold headpiece and custom goldleaf shoes. PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS / AFP

Ezra Miller
made sure he
left our heads
spinning with
the optical
illusion eyeballs
makeup. He
wore a Burberry
suit featuring a
long train.
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Jared Leto lived up to the camp
theme in a red high-neck gown
with shoulder pads by Gucci
complete with a jewelencrusted bodychain. He took
the theme to another level and
carried a replica of his own head
as an accessory.

One Direction star Harry Styles
showcased an androgynous look in a
black lace jumpsuit with a large pussy
bow from Gucci. He accessorised it with
a teardrop earring in one ear and Cuban
heels. PHOTO: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS

PHOTO: JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

KirtiKulhariwon’tget Proud of sticking to my Richard Madden had fun playing
abreaktillSeptember Fconviction: Nagesh a manipulative, snide character
Rishabh Suri

t’s a jam-packed year for
actor Kirti Kulhari. And she
is so happy with this busy
phase that she doesn’t mind
not having any time for a
break.
Her year started off with a
bang with Uri: The Surgical
Strike. A source tells us, “She
was also busy with the
promotions of her web
series Four More Shots Please!
and her debut short film,
Maya, for which received a
popular
award for best actress.”
The Blackmail (2018) actor
later rushed to Rajasthan to
complete the shoot of her
series, Bard of Blood.
“Then she shot for an
untitled film where she plays a
musician. And now, she’s
in Mumbai for another
web series,” reveals the
source.
And that isn’t all. Her next
major project is Mission
Mangal, alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. “She will
shoot for it in July, and the
film will release on August 15,

I

Kirti
Kulhari’s
next major
project is
Mission
Mangal

I have been shooting
and promoting
different projects. An
actor’s happiness is
definitely on the sets
and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that
2019 has treated me
so well. I look forward
to a busy year.

ilmmaker Nagesh
Kukunoor is proud that in
his journey of more than 20
years he has stuck to his
movie-making conviction,
never succumbing to
mainstream pressure. Nagesh
made his directorial debut in
1998 with Hyderabad Blues
and has since helmed critically
acclaimed films like Rockford
(1999), Dor (2006), Iqbal (2005)
and Dhanak (2016).
The director-actor
describes his journey as a good
run with “superb high and
god-awful lows.” “To be
around for 22 years isn’t a big
deal. There are lots of
directors like that. But if I am

still doing my own thing after
all these years, it shows my
conviction is intact. I can take
that to my grave happily,”
Nagesh says.
He says his struggle to tell
the stories hasn’t reduced. The
52-year-old director, who has
recently dabbled with the web
space, says if one “wants to
play the mainstream game”
then one must work with the
stars. “But a lot of my films
don’t fit in that universe, so I
don’t worry about it. But
finding the right resources and
money will be tricky when you
tell stories that are away from
the mainstream narrative,”
says Nagesh.
PTI

ctor Richard Madden
wishes to play a villain in a
film as he is tired of
playing the good guy on screen.
In an interview with The
Guardian, the 32-year-old said
his experience on the TV show

A

KIRTI KULHARI ACTOR

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

30s and be in a place where I
might be the villain. I’m used to
playing a guy with a few bad
characteristics. With that, you
think, ‘What has made you this
way?’ and you justify them,”
said the actor, who played Robb
Stark in Game of Thrones.
In Bodyguard, the actor
played the PTSD-suffering
personal bodyguard of UK’s
home secretary.
“What was interesting with
Bodyguard was realising that...
sometimes people are bad. Or
they’re good, but they change.
This character was fun because
he’s manipulative and snide in
his tactics, and a b*****d.
You’re being dark and you’re
not justifying it. I enjoyed
playing that,” Madden said.

PTI

this year,” adds the source.
Kirti says, “I have been
shooting and promoting
different projects. An actor’s
happiness is definitely on the
sets and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that 2019 has
treated me so well. I look
forward to a busy year and
can’t wait for audiences’
reactions for all my upcoming
projects.”
n

Bodyguard has made him
realise that he can portray a
person “with few bad
characteristics”. “I spent my
20s playing Romeo. Twice,
literally; and then versions of it.
So I was glad to move into my

In Bodyguard,
Richard Madden’s
character suffers
from PTSD
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

RICHARD SAID HE CAN
PORTRAY A PERSON
“WITH FEW BAD
CHARACTERISTICS”
AFTER HIS TV SHOW

N
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SAYITWITHJACKETS!

A FINE LIFE
LOOKBOOK

Layer up this
summer with
some cool and
stylish jackets.
We give you a
low-down on
what’s trending

Nothing beats a bold floral
motif and this sunflower
motif is one happy
summer jacket you can
opt for. “The jacket is
inspired from ‘kediyo’
traditional wear of Gujarat
and also includes some
bold handloom prints and
a sunflower which is
machine embroidered,”
says fashion designer Vina
Ahuja of Akashi

hey are smart, chic and
definitely a piece of
clothing your summer
wardrobe needs. We are
talking about layering up with
cool jackets this season. Well,
layering up in summers does
seem odd, especially when it is
a winter choice. However,
there are a variety of cool
options when it comes to
choosing the right jacket to
beat the heat. “We feel it
[layering] does hold a great
value in terms of style. But in
terms of comfort, one should
focus on the textures of the
clothes. Wearing light linen or
cotton material for layering
is apt as they are thin and
lets your body breathe.
Layers of organza on
dresses and trousers
add a sense of
romance,” says
fashion designer Sweta
Tantia of Tahweave.
While the trend has
become a favourite among
Bollywood stars, we take a
look how you can experiment
with the jacket this season.

T
Leave it to Deepika Padukone to keep bringing back iconic
styles like the fashionista she is. Recently spotted at the
airport, the actor paired a denim jumpsuit with a pair of hot
PHOTO: YOGENSHAH
pink heels for the added drama.

NET-PICKING

n

PRINT ON
PRINT

Disha Patani posted this picture of her with Aditya Roy
Kapur. The duo are in Mauritius for the shoot of their
upcoming film together. She captioned it, ‘Training for
something special’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DISHPATANI

The jumpsuit
it and
d
jacket togeth
her are
a great take on
o the
print-on-printt
trend. “The lon
ngline
flowy lightweight
w to
jacket is a great way
add versatility to one’s
wardrobe. It can be
worn in an Indowestern style, the
way actor Daisy
o
Shah has paired it or
simply over a more
casual denim look.
The colour
blocked striped
jacket is a clash
of muted azure
blues against a

CHECK IT OUT!
Keeping it casual and chic
is actor Ananya Panday
who rocks this print-onprint jacket and shorts by
Only. What makes this an
ideal summer wear is that
the chequered jacket can
pass off as a formal and
casual wear at the same
time. Team it with a
pair of trousers and
you are ready to go.

bright dash of Tuscan sun
yellow, perfect for the
summers,” says fashion
designer Sougat
aul.

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

print. For instance, a printed
jacket and shorts as
coordinates

STYLE IT RIGHT!

ht.cafe@htlive.com

Stylist Preetham Jukalker
suggests summer jackets to
get you sorted for every
occasion. Take a look…
n If you have an early morning
activity or travel plan, keep it
casual with a cotton
sleeveless printed jacket and
team it with a pastel T-shirt
or you also opt for print-on -

MINIMAL AND
SUSTAINABLE

A dip in the ocean

Actor Karisma Kapoor
looks chic in this white
cotton silk flower jamdani
pleated dress with French
knot embroidered
pockets. What caught our
attention was the green
with off-white, yellow and
brown stripes cowl over
layer with drawstrings.
“It’s a single ply cotton
over layer, which is very
easy to carry and can be
accessorised with
anything which makes any
outfit looks dressier. An
over layer can be paired up
with a pant, dress by
making it totally summer
ready,” says fashion
designer Sweta Tantia

FLOWER POWER

Akshata Shetty

Denim drama

COOL COTTON

Add your summer chic
with this Kora jacket. “This
is a soft unbleached
organic cotton, handspun and handwoven
jacket with box pleats
on the front and back.
You can try it on a
crop and palazzo
trousers,” says
fashion designer
Vaibbhavi P.

Give wedding outfits a contemporary
feel with this asymmetric midi skirt
teamed with a sheer long jacket.
PHOTO: HEMANSHI
KAMANI/HT

ARunway
ofStress?

n Summer is a good time for

pastel shades. If you are out
to get some brunch, try on a
pastel jacket with white or
ivory pyjamas. In pastel
shades you could choose
from powder blue or aqua
green

n For an evening outing, a

printed long jacket with
tapered pants flatter any
body type
n If you have a wedding to

attend, the men can opt for
jackets in floral prints and
Aztec prints teamed with
pastel kurta and the women
can go for sheer capes on
skirts and flared pants.

Experts
suggest ways to
take care of the
feathered beings in the
Capital’s soaring
temperature

Keep water
bowls wherever
possible to avoid
birds from falling
prey to heat
exhaustion

Bird care: Let ’em fly high in
summer tooo
Henna Rakheja
he early morning
chirping of birds leaves a
lasting impact on the day,
calming the stress in our
lives. And, as the temperature
soars, it’s important to do our
bit for the feathered beings.
From keeping water bowls to
allowing nesting spaces,
there’s something that each
one of us can do. And it’s
important, too, because “a
large avian population in Delhi
is falling prey to the rising
temperature due to lack of
shade, dehydration and heat
exhaustion”.
Wasim Akram, deputy
director, special projects,
Wildlife SOS, says, “Birds are
often found lying unconscious
and suffering from heat stroke,
which can result in death.”

T

Model Tales Soares collapses
on the ramp during the show
PHOTO: AP

Death of a Brazilian model raises
questions about the safety of
runway models
Akshata Shetty
razilian model Tales
Soares died after
collapsing on the
runway at the Sao
Paulo Fashion Week on April
29. According to reports, the
26-year-old model who
walked for the fashion brand
Ocksa, had taken ill while
participating in the fashion
week. The video clip of Soares
collapsing on the ramp during
the show left everyone
shocked. This incident has
raised many questions on the
challenges models face due to
hectic schedules and is this
accident a wake-up call?
“The first thought that
came [to my mind] is that it
looks like somebody who is

B

undergoing a lot of stress,”
says image consultant, Neeraj
Gaba. He believes that
modelling is a very stressful
career. “Most of the time you
don’t have work. It’s only
after you reach a certain
level, that’s when you get
work. By that time, the body
goes through a lot of stress
and you don’t know
internally what is
manifesting,” adds Gaba.
There was a time when
models had to be of a certain
size to fit the runway criteria.
However, times have
changed. But has the outlook
changed for good? According
to model Alesia Raut, who has
been modelling for the past 20
years, feels blessed that the
culture of being super skinny

hasn’t been adapted in India.
“Going by the western
culture, they have
implemented that there has to
be a certain amount of fat on
the model’s body but going by
the Indian culture we still
prefer healthy and fit
models,” says Raut, adding,
“This is a profession where
your physical appearance
matters but a healthy mind is
also very important. As a
responsible senior model, I
always say don’t go by my
looks. There’s a lot that goes
into putting my looks
together which includes my
dedication, hard work and
discipline.”
Body shaming, peer
pressure and social media
influx are some of the major
issues the youth face today.
For runway model Deepti
Gujral, it is important that
when you have young models
enter the industry, the agency
they are associated with
should support them
emotionally. “The youth

today are not able to cope
with the stress levels.
Everyone wants everything
quickly, but are we really
ready to embrace this fast
paced life? Are we ready to
accept what comes with it? A
good balanced life and
simplicity doesn’t exist
anymore. The greed, desire
and competition is so much,
that we are losing
perspective,” says Gujral.
While creating awareness
about physical and mental
health in the industry is
important, fashion designer
Wendell Rodricks suggests
that Indian models need to
form a federation to overcome
challenges. “First of all, the
models need to form a
federation among themselves
to protect themselves. They
are like designers pre-2000
India Fashion Week. If they
form a federation they can
have a better leverage over
themselves and their agents,”
adds Rodricks.
n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

HERE’S WHAT YOU
CAN DO:
n

Going by the western
culture, they have
implemented that there
has to be a certain
amount of fat on the
model’s body but going by
the Indian culture, we still
prefer healthy and fit
models.
NEERAJ GABA, IMAGE
CONSULTANT

Put out earthen water bowls
to help birds avoid heat
exhaustion. Depending on the
bird species, their diet varies
from seeds, grains, worms,
insects, vertebrates, small
mammals to certain fruits
and vegetables. So, one can
also keep vegetable and fruit
peels near water bowls. “It is
important to have water
around because we all need it
in summer, much more than
food,” says Nin Taneja, a
Delhi coordinator of Nature
Forever Society, which has
been working for the
conservation of sparrows.

Bird baths
don’t require a
lot of monetary
investment,
but just a little
heart
PHOTOS: NIN
TANEJA

“Plant more fruit-bearing
trees. It offers shade and
respite to birds, and also a
nesting place and a source of
food. Installing a bird bath in
your garden or balcony is
another great idea,” says
Manta Sidhu, founder, Angel
Eyes Animal Welfare & Bird
Rescue.
n Installing a bird bath in your
garden or balcony is a great
idea. Bird baths are easily
available online. One can also
build a DIY bird bath at home
by following some YouTube
tutorials.
n A big risk to birds during
summer is getting maimed or
dying due to accidents with
ceiling fans. Sidhu adds, “If
you have a ceiling fan in your
balcony or verandah, enclose
it in an iron mesh. Also, make
sure your windows and doors
have a mesh (jaali). This will
not only keep out birds, but
also mosquitoes.”
n Having nesting boxes also
helps birds to breed while
providing them shade from
the sun. But, for long term,
Taneja suggests, “In the
upcoming new apartments,

INJURED BIRD?
REPORT HERE:

n

n Wildlife SOS runs a 24-

hour helpline at +919871963535 in Delhi-NCT
to rescue and relocate
injured wildlife.
n Birds Hospital, Sector 12,
Gurugram, provides
emergency services to
birds. Contact: +919311217325, 9136148361,
0124-2331740.
n Birds Hospital, Chandni
Chowk, opposite Red
Fort, is a charitable
initiative. You need to
take the bird to this
place for treatment.
n Abhay Daanam
Charitable Bird Hospital,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad,
has ambulances
available on call.
Contact: +91-94119 83935

even if there’s just one brick
missing, the birds can make
their nests there. Architects
can think and design
accordingly. ”
n

henna.rakheja@htlive.com
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JALANDHAR
I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri
ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and

A

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas
PHOTO: ANDREW
KELLY/REUTERS
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MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look, Deepika
seemed to
walk straight
out of a fairy
tale.

T

Priyanka Chopra
Jonas and Nick
JonasPHOTO: ANDREW

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented

KELLY/REUTERS

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.
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more,” says Dayal. Mittal
believes that Deepika stayed
true to her personality. “Not
everyone has to go crazy. Her
personality is graceful and
that’s what she went for.”
However, Bhushan applauds
her for trying out

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes its face from one time to another, it
never really ends. I was not backed by any godfather. I
chose this path voluntarily, so it is a part of my struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

STOP PRESS

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER
angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

an iconic look. “She recreated
Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

makers believe that you have
talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of
choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two films.
The scary part is I know if a
couple of films don’t work for
me, I might be sent back as I
don’t have a safety net. That is
a risk I walk with every film I
choose. This is what I chose
for myself. Nobody pushed me
or forced me,” Taapsee signs
off.

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

>> MORE ON P4

Kingsintheworldofdance Adaa Khan is in no hurry to find
Nishad Neelambaran
t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions
was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.” During the course of
their show, which was judged
by Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,

Kings United
Dance team

I

PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

someone special, it’ll happen

Shreya Mukherjee

Adaa Khan
daa Khan is happy being
single. The actor is
enjoying the phase and
says love will happen when it
has to, one can’t plan it. Also,
there is no pressure to get
married from her parents.
“I am happy being single and
busy professionally. It’s not
that I am out to hunt for love.
Love and relationships are
something you don’t plan, they
just happen whenever they
have to,” she continues, “Love
takes its own course just like a
river in the mountains finds its
way. With love also comes
responsibility.”
On how love is depicted on
TV and films, the actor shares,
“Love on TV and films is often
dramatised... But real life is
different… Love is forever
and involves the heart
completely. I count my
blessings. I have good work,
good friends and I can live
my life independently. What
more can I ask for from life. I
don’t feel the pressure of

A
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a symbol of
honouring someone in the
dance industry. Shoes are one
of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik

Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these international
competitions is that people
respect and encourage each
other even if they are
competitors. We were
surprised to see other crew
members motivating us during
the competition and we have
learned that from them.”
n

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

settling down. My family is
very understanding,” she says.
Earlier Adaa was in a
relationship with actor Ankit
Gera. Later, given her
closeness to actor Shashank
Vyas, many speculated they
were in a relationship. But both
Adaa and Shashank
maintained they are very good
friends. Mention this to Adaa
and she says, “He is one of the
closest friends I have in the
industry and that’s about it. If
there’s anyone with whom I can
share my heart it’s Shashank. I
would request everyone to not
speculate.”

Given an option, which
celebrity would she have
liked to date? “David Beckham.
I follow him on Insta, he is a
complete family man. I admire
him. In Bollywood it’s Saif Ali
Khan because he is stylish,
intelligent and classy,” says the
actor known for shows such as
Behenein, Amrit Manthan and
Naagin.
So is she open to dating
someone from the industry? “I
need to connect with the person
and his personality. I do believe
in soul connection and vibes,”
she signs off.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

Abhimanyuwants
afilmcareerlike
Ayushmann

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into completing the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

MNVAE
NOPAI
ORTUGY
VOWE LS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

Abhimanyu Dassani (top) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d
like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the
producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The love we __ ____ is the only love we keep
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1
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A FINE LIFE
LOOKBOOK

SAYITWITHJACKETS!
Layer up this
summer with
some cool and
stylish jackets.
We give you a
low-down on
what’s trending
Akshata Shetty
hey are smart, chic and
definitely a piece of
clothing your summer
wardrobe needs. We are
talking about layering up with
cool jackets this season. Well,
layering up in summers does
seem odd, especially when it is
a winter choice. However,
there are a variety of cool
options when it comes to
choosing the right jacket to
beat the heat. “We feel it
[layering] does hold a great
value in terms of style. But in
terms of comfort, one should
focus on the textures of the
clothes. Wearing light linen
or cotton material for
layering is apt as they
are thin and lets your
body breathe. Layers of
organza on dresses and
trousers add a sense of
romance,” says fashion
designer Sweta Tantia of
Tahweave. While the trend has
become a favourite among
stars, we take a look how you
can experiment with the jacket.

T
Denim drama
Leave it to Deepika Padukone to keep bringing back iconic
styles like the fashionista she is. Recently spotted at the
airport, the actor paired a denim jumpsuit with a pair of hot
PHOTO: YOGENSHAH
pink heels for the added drama.

NET-PICKING

n

ht.cafe@htlive.com

MINIMAL AND
SUSTAINABLE

A dip in the ocean
Disha Patani posted this picture of her with Aditya Roy
Kapur. The duo are in Mauritius for the shoot of their
upcoming film together. She captioned it, ‘Training for
something special’.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DISHPATANI

Add your summer chic
with this Kora jacket. “This
is a soft unbleached
organic cotton, handspun and handwoven
jacket with box pleats
on the front and back.
You can try it on a
crop and palazzo
trousers,” says
fashion designer
Vaibbhavi P.

FLOWER POWER
Nothing beats a bold floral
motif and this sunflower
motif is one happy
summer jacket you can
opt for. “The jacket is
inspired from ‘kediyo’
traditional wear of Gujarat
and also includes some
bold handloom prints and
a sunflower which is
machine embroidered,”
says fashion designer Vina
Ahuja of Akashi

03

COOL COTTON
Actor Karisma Kapoor
looks chic in this white
cotton silk flower jamdani
pleated dress with French
knot embroidered
pockets. What caught our
attention was the green
with off-white, yellow and
brown stripes cowl over
layer with drawstrings.
“It’s a single ply cotton
over layer, which is very
easy to carry and can be
accessorised with
anything which makes any
outfit looks dressier. An
over layer can be paired up
with a pant, dress by
making it totally summer
ready,” says fashion
designer Sweta Tantia

PRINT ON
PRINT
CHECK IT OUT!
Keeping it casual and chic
is actor Ananya Panday
who rocks this print-onprint jacket and shorts by
Only. What makes this an
ideal summer wear is that
the chequered jacket can
pass off as a formal and
casual wear at the same
time. Team it with a
pair of trousers and
you are ready to go.

Give wedding outfits a
contemporary feel with this
asymmetric midi skirt teamed
with a sheer long jacket.
PHOTO: HEMANSHI KAMANI/HT

STYLE IT RIGHT!
Stylist Preetham Jukalker
suggests summer jackets to
get you sorted for every
occasion. Take a look…
n If you have an early morning
activity or travel plan, keep it
casual with a cotton
sleeveless printed jacket and
team it with a pastel T-shirt
or you also opt for print-on -

The jumpsuit and
jacket together are a
great take on the printon-print trend. “The
longline flowy
lightweight jacket is a
great way to add
versatility to one’s
n
wardrobe. It can be worn
in an Indo-western style
e,
the way actor Daisy
Shah has paired it or
simply over a more
casual denim look.
The colour blocked
striped jacket is a
clash of muted azure blues
against a bright dash of
Tuscan sun yellow, perfect forr
the summers,” says fashion
designer Sougat Paul.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ANANYAPANDAY

print. For instance, a printed
jacket and shorts as
coordinates
n Summer is a good time for

pastel shades. If you are out
to get some brunch, try on a
pastel jacket with white or
ivory pyjamas. In pastel
shades you could choose
from powder blue or aqua
green

n For an evening outing, a

printed long jacket with
tapered pants flatter any
body type
n If you have a wedding to

attend, the men can opt for
jackets in floral prints and
Aztec prints teamed with
pastel kurta and the women
can go for sheer capes on
skirts and flared pants.
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Singer Katy
Perry decided
to look like a
chandelier this
time. She wore
a silver
Moschino
creation
featuring
candles and
draped crystal
beading. The
singer later
changed to an
ensemble that
resembled a
hamburger.
PHOTO: MARIO
ANZUONI/REUTERS

In a showgirlinspired
Versace dress
with feathers,
Kendall Jenner
was a sight to
behold.
PHOTO:
ANDREW KELLY/
REUTERS

Mary Queen of Scots actor Saoirse Ronan unleashed her
warrior instincts in a red Gucci dress with gold shoulder
pads emulating flames over its green and silver patterned
PHOTO: MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS
neckline.

CAMP CRUSADERS
OF MET
The Met
Gala saw
attendees
live up to
this year’s
theme —
Camp:
Notes on
Fashion — by
gracing the
pink carpet
in largerthan-life
outfits

Kim Kardashian West
was wet and dripping in
her beaded latex dress
by Thierry Mugler. The
look was created by the
designer who envisioned
a California girl stepping
out of an ocean.
PHOTO: NEILSON BARNARD/
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Akshay Kaushal

he first Monday of May
every year happens to
be the most fashionable
event for fashion lovers.
The Met Gala, an annual
benefit event for the Costume
Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York
had set the theme — Camp:
Notes on Fashion, for this
year. It was inspired from
American writer Susan
Sontag’s 1964 essay Notes on
Camp, which defines it as the
love of the unnatural, of
artifice and exaggeration.
Going the extra mile and over
the top, here’s a glimpse at
Met Gala’s most fashionable
gals and guys.

T

n

Accompanied by several entourages,
Lady Gaga started off with a fuchsia
Brandon Maxwell creation featuring
an enormous train. And soon started
metamorphosing. The singer shed her
first layer to reveal a black gown with
an asymmetrical sweetheart neckline
and a side bustle, followed by a
change with a hot pink gown.
In the end, she stripped down to
her underwear teamed with
exaggerated high heels.
PHOTOS: ANDREW KELLY AND
MARIO ANZUONI/REUTERS

akshay.kaushal@htlive.com

Dressed as an Egyptian Sun God, Billy
Porter’s entry at the Met Gala 2019 will go
down in the history books as the most
dramatic entrance ever. The Pose star’s
costume was by The Blonds and included a
bejewelled bodysuit featuring 10-foot wings,
a 24-carat gold headpiece and custom goldleaf shoes. PHOTO: ANGELA WEISS / AFP

Ezra Miller
made sure he
left our heads
spinning with
the optical
illusion eyeballs
makeup. He
wore a Burberry
suit featuring a
long train.
PHOTO: EVAN
AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP

Jared Leto lived up to the camp
theme in a red high-neck gown
with shoulder pads by Gucci
complete with a jewelencrusted bodychain. He took
the theme to another level and
carried a replica of his own head
as an accessory.

One Direction star Harry Styles
showcased an androgynous look in a
black lace jumpsuit with a large pussy
bow from Gucci. He accessorised it with
a teardrop earring in one ear and Cuban
heels. PHOTO: ANDREW KELLY/REUTERS

PHOTO: JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY
IMAGES/AFP

KirtiKulhariwon’tget Proud of sticking to my Richard Madden had fun playing
abreaktillSeptember Fconviction: Nagesh a manipulative, snide character
Rishabh Suri

t’s a jam-packed year for
actor Kirti Kulhari. And she
is so happy with this busy
phase that she doesn’t mind
not having any time for a
break.
Her year started off with a
bang with Uri: The Surgical
Strike. A source tells us, “She
was also busy with the
promotions of her web
series Four More Shots Please!
and her debut short film,
Maya, for which received a
popular
award for best actress.”
The Blackmail (2018) actor
later rushed to Rajasthan to
complete the shoot of her
series, Bard of Blood.
“Then she shot for an
untitled film where she plays a
musician. And now, she’s
in Mumbai for another
web series,” reveals the
source.
And that isn’t all. Her next
major project is Mission
Mangal, alongside actor
Akshay Kumar. “She will
shoot for it in July, and the
film will release on August 15,

I

Kirti
Kulhari’s
next major
project is
Mission
Mangal

I have been shooting
and promoting
different projects. An
actor’s happiness is
definitely on the sets
and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that
2019 has treated me
so well. I look forward
to a busy year.

ilmmaker Nagesh
Kukunoor is proud that in
his journey of more than 20
years he has stuck to his
movie-making conviction,
never succumbing to
mainstream pressure. Nagesh
made his directorial debut in
1998 with Hyderabad Blues
and has since helmed critically
acclaimed films like Rockford
(1999), Dor (2006), Iqbal (2005)
and Dhanak (2016).
The director-actor
describes his journey as a good
run with “superb high and
god-awful lows.” “To be
around for 22 years isn’t a big
deal. There are lots of
directors like that. But if I am

still doing my own thing after
all these years, it shows my
conviction is intact. I can take
that to my grave happily,”
Nagesh says.
He says his struggle to tell
the stories hasn’t reduced. The
52-year-old director, who has
recently dabbled with the web
space, says if one “wants to
play the mainstream game”
then one must work with the
stars. “But a lot of my films
don’t fit in that universe, so I
don’t worry about it. But
finding the right resources and
money will be tricky when you
tell stories that are away from
the mainstream narrative,”
says Nagesh.
PTI

ctor Richard Madden
wishes to play a villain in
a film as he is tired of
playing the good guy on
screen. In an interview with
The Guardian, the 32-year-old
said his experience on the TV
show Bodyguard has made

A

KIRTI KULHARI ACTOR

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

to playing a guy with a few bad
characteristics. With that, you
think, ‘What has made you this
way?’ and you justify them,”
said the actor, who played
Robb Stark in Game of
Thrones.
In Bodyguard, the actor
played the PTSD-suffering
personal bodyguard of UK’s
home secretary.
“What was interesting with
Bodyguard was realising
that... sometimes people are
bad. Or they’re good, but they
change. This character was
fun because he’s manipulative
and snide in his tactics, and a
b*****d. You’re being dark and
you’re not justifying it. I
enjoyed playing that,” Madden
said.

PTI

this year,” adds the source.
Kirti says, “I have been
shooting and promoting
different projects. An actor’s
happiness is definitely on the
sets and so is mine. I am
extremely happy that 2019 has
treated me so well. I look
forward to a busy year and
can’t wait for audiences’
reactions for all my upcoming
projects.”
n

him realise that he can portray
a person “with few bad
characteristics”. “I spent my
20s playing Romeo. Twice,
literally; and then versions of
it. So I was glad to move into
my 30s and be in a place where
I might be the villain. I’m used

In Bodyguard,
Richard Madden’s
character suffers
from PTSD
PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

RICHARD SAID HE CAN
PORTRAY A PERSON
“WITH FEW BAD
CHARACTERISTICS”
AFTER HIS TV SHOW

N
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KINGS IN THE
WORLD OF
DANCE

I WALK A RISK WITH EVERY FILM, SAYS
TAAPEE PANNU
>>htcity p3

WHEN THEY WENT ‘CAMP’ING

DEEPIKA PADUKONE, PEE CEE MADE HEADS TURN AT MET GALA >>htcity p3
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shortstories
MURDER CASE
FILED ON PHONE
CALL FROM UP
LUDHIANA : The Basti Jodhewal
police have lodged a murder
case on a phone call from Uttar
Pradesh (UP) after the caller
alleged that his sister had been
murdered by her husband,
who cremated the body
immediately with the
intention of concealing his
crime. Following the call, the
police have booked Dalip
Kumar, 30, a factory worker
of Mohalla Bawa Colony, of
Kakowal Road, for allegedly
murdering his wife and
disposing of her body. Inspector
Ram Ji, SHO at the Jodhewal
police station, said that he
received a call from one Kamlesh
of UP on Sunday, who said that
his sister Anjali, 25, was married to
Dalip Kumar and that he received
a call from Dalip on Sunday
informing him that Anjali has died
of an illness and he has cremated
HTC
her body.

Farmers, agri dept at odds
over paddy cultivation
LUDHIANA : In light of a steep
decline in underground water
levels, the Punjab department
of agriculture and farmer
welfare has asked farmers
not to grow long duration
varieties of paddy and to
refrain from sowing short
duration varieties in nurseries
before May 20, much to the
consternation of farmers, who
want the department to
advance the dates for sowing.
Experts say water table
levels in the state are declining
at a rate of 0.51m per annum
and as such efforts must be
made to sustain the water level.
Ludhiana chief agriculture
officer Baldev Singh said
farmers are advised to sow
paddy after May 20 and transplant the saplings after June 20.
“Planting short duration varieties
will be beneficial as wastage of
water will be reduced and the
yield will remain unchanged,” he
HTC
said.

YPS girl tops ISC exams in district
GIRLS ON TOP Raushni Kaura scores 99.25% in humanities stream, wants to be a lawyer
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Girls outperformed boys
in Class-10 results of Indian Certificate of Secondary Education
(ICSE) and Class-12 results of
Indian School Certificate (ISC)
released on Tuesday.
Raushni Kaura of Yadavindra
Public School(YPS), Patiala,
clinched top position in the district with 99.25% marks in
Class-12 humanities. Ananya
Dhingra of Kaintal School got second spot with 98.75% marks in
commerce stream. The third spot
was shared by Baritesh Singh
Sarao of Yadavindra Public
School with 97.5% in commerce
and Mehakdeep of Kaintal School
with 97.5% in medical.
Raushni Kaura said she had
worked hard throughout the year
to get good score. “I have planned
to pursue a career in law and I am
preparing for common law
entrance test to get admission in
topmost law college or university,” Raushni said.Her father
Vishal Kaura is a businessman
and her mother Sakshi Kaura is a
dentist.

RASHPINDER KAUR IS
CLASS-10 TOPPER
In ICSE, Rashpinder Kaur of
Kaintal School bagged top position by securing 97.6% marks.
Abhinav Madaan of the same
school and Takdir Sandhu of The
British Co-Ed High School shared
second spot with 96.8% marks.
Bhoomika of The British Co-Ed
High School secured third position with 96.6%. Krish Kataria of
the same school got 96.4%.
Snimer Kaur of The British
Co-Ed High School and Naman
Kapoor of Kaintal School got
96.2%.

No salary from six
months, school
teachers protest
SANGRUR: Teachers of SUS Adarsh

Senior Secondary School, Balad
Khurd village, Sangrur, protested against school management demanding salaries of past
six months on Tuesday. The situation got tense when three female
teachers fell unconscious during
the protest and one was rushed to
civil hospital in Bhawanigarh.
Protesting teachers said they
have been teaching since 2012 but
the management of the school
repeatedly harassed them for
regularisation and salaries.
“The management has forced
us to sit on protest. We have not
been paid a single penny for six
months. Even teachers are being
humiliated and threatened,” said
a teacher Ramandeep Sharma.
“We are nation builders but we
have to hold protest for salaries.

They murdered the dignity of a
teacher. Three teachers fell
unconscious and one was hospitalised during the protest,” added
Sharma.
Another protester said they
are 80 teachers and even the company has not informed them
about their Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF). “We just
wanted to discuss the issue with
principal but she forced us to
start a sit-in. We shall fight till the
demands are not met,” she added.
Meanwhile, Chamandeep
Kaur, principal of the school,
denied allegations. She said, “I
have joined on Monday and I am
looking into the matter. The salaries must have been deposited but
due to some technical reasons,
HTC
they are delayed.”

99.25%
n

n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

SNAGRUR:Unable to pay fee due to

additional funds, students of
Bhai Gurdas College under the
banner of the Punjab Students
Union (PSU) held protest outside the deputy commissioner’s
office on Tuesday.
They alleged that the college
authority has imposed ₹1200 on
each student in the name of personality development programme.
Students raised slogans

against the college management
and district administration.
Protesting students alleged that
the college refused to issue roll
numbers a day before their
examination.
“The college has imposed
unnecessary funds on students
including ₹1200 personality
development classes. We are
unable to pay these funds,” said
Hardeep Kaur, a BTech student.
District secretary of PSU
Sukhdeep Singh said that students will start hunger strike if
their demands are not met.

Baritesh Singh Sarao

97.5%
n

Mehakdeep Kaur

97.6%
n

Students of Yadavindra Public School, Patiala, celebrating their achievement after the declaration of results on Tuesday.

96.8%

BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT
n

Rashpinder Kaur

n

Abhinav Madan

SCHOOLWISERESULTS
PUNJAB PUBLIC SCHOOL, NABHA
HUMANITIES: Kunwar Inayat topped with 96.3%,
Shindeep Singh secured 95.75% and Navseerat Kaur
got 95.3%.
SCIENCE: Arshdeep Singh scored 95.5% marks,
Arshia scored 94.25% and Rumjot Kaur 94%.
COMMERCE: Jasmohit Kaur got 94.5%, Varinda got
94% and Jashanveer Singh Dhillon secured 92.25%
marks.

THE BRITISH CO-ED HIGH
SCHOOL
CLASS 12: Jasnoor Kaur got
97.25% and Alfahad Farooqi got
95%.
CLASS 10: Takdir Sandhu got
96.8 %, Bhoomika got 96.6%,
Krish Kataria got 96.4% and
Snimer Kaur scored 96.2%.

YADAVINDRA PUBLIC SCHOOL
CLASS 12: Jessica Juneja scored 94.5 % in science. In
ISC examination, at least 25 students scored above
90%, 52 students scored above 80% marks.
CLASS 10: Aryan Duggal scored first position with
94.6%, Anisha Bajaj and Vaibhav Chopra shared
second spot with 94.4% and Himanshu Goyal
scored 94.2% for third position. In ICSE, 24 students
scored above 90%, 45 students scored above 80%.

96.8%
n

Takdir Sandhu

96.6%
n

Bhoomika

WHO team visits Rajindra Hospital to CBSE Class-10 result:
monitor free treatment for Hepatitis C Sehajnoor Kaur bags
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: A team of the World

Health Organisation and Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) visited Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) Centre
at Government Rajindra Hospital on Tuesday.
The team monitored the special project launched at ART
Centre of providing free Hepatitis C treatment to the HIV
patients.
The team members included
Philippa Easterbrook from
WHO, India FIND head Sanjay
Sarin, FIND project manager
Sonjelle
Shilton,
and
FIND India country manager
ER Babu.
Patiala civil surgeon Dr Manjit Singh said the team was sent
by director of Punjab Health

Students of Bhai Gurdas College
protest outside DC office
n

Ananya Dhingra

CLASS10TOPPERS

Students of Bhai Gurdas College protesting against the college administration outside the DC office in
Sangrur on Tuesday.
HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent

Raushni Kaura

98.75%
n

97.5%

n

Members of the World Health Organisation and Foundation for
Innovative New Diagnostics at Government Rajindra Hospital on
BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT
Tuesday.

District Welfare Officer
Mukal Bawa said he has talked
to the college management and
their matter will be resolved
soon.
Chairman of the institute
Guninderjit Singh Jawandha
said that some students are trying to disturb environment of
the college. “We have issued roll
numbers to all students who
have submitted their fee.
Meanwhile, the rest will get roll
numbers on Wednesday. However, they have to pay fee,” he
added.

Punjab and Haryana are provided free treatment at ART
Centre in Rajindra Hospital.
District nodal officer of Hepatitis–C programme Dr Gurmeet
Singh said since the beginning
of the ART Centre in 2008 till
present, of 2,900 HIV positive
patients, at least 139 patients
have been found positive for
Hepatitis C and given free treatment.
Since HIV and Hepatitis C
diseases have similar mode of
transmission, therefore, it is
required that all HIV patients
must be screened for hepatitis
virus, he said.
During the visit, Rajindra
Hospital, head of department,
medicine, Dr RPS Sibia and
Dr Sanjay Goel briefed the
team about the protocol and
treatment followed for HCV
patients.

top spot in Nabha
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

NABHA : Sehajnoor Kaur of Indo-

British Co-Ed School topped the
city with 98% marks in CBSE
Class-10 results.
Deepak Garg of Dayananda
Public School who scored 97.8%
marks bagged the second spot
and Jiya Sharma of GB International School scored 97.6% marks
to bag third spot. Girls bagged
most of the top positions in
Nabha. All the three toppers have
opted science in Class 12. Sehajnoor and Deepak said they want
to become doctors while Jiya has
opted for non-medical. “Status of
health is diminishing in the society and I want to understand reasons behind it and work for the
prevention,” said Sehajnoor

n

Sehajnoor Kaur

Kaur while Deepak wants to
make the treatment available to
weaker sections of the society.
Gurkomal Kaur of DAV Centenary Public School scored
97.4% marks and topped in her
school while Jasleen Kaur of
Baba Aap Aap Guru Nanak Public School stood first in her school
with 95.2% marks.

and Family Welfare Dr Shamsher Singh for the evaluation of
the project in which all HIV
patients are screened free of
cost for Hepatitis C.

He said they are provided free
treatment if the tests are positive.
He said the patients who
come from adjoining district of

Army personnel
arrested for
murdering
colleague

Court sends Una man to a year’s INDEPENDENT
CANDIDATE
jail term in hit-and-run case

PATIALA :A 38-year-old army hav-

n

CLASS12TOPPERS

ildar was allegedly murdered by
his colleague at military cantonment area on Monday.
The deceased has been identified as T Mahesh Kumar.
SHO, civil lines police station,
Ramandeep Singh said as per the
complaint, the incident happened on Sunday night around
10.30pm but police were
informed on Monday. “During
investigation, it came to fore that
the deceased had a heated argument with accused Thakur
Arjun Singh. The deceased was
attacked with a wooden stick on
his head, following which he fell
unconscious,” SHO said.
The 35-year-old accused is a
resident of Mehsana in Gujarat.
He said he was rushed to local
military hospital, where the doctors declared him brought dead.
“We arrested the accused on
Tuesday,” SHO said.
A case was registered against
the accused on Kumar’s wife
Geeta Ben’s complaint under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC). HTC

Shailee Dogra
n

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

Mohali A 38-year old man from
Una in Himachal Pradesh has
been sentenced to jail for a year in
a hit-and-run accident which left
one man dead; and for what the
court said was “winning over”
(influencing) the witnesses.
In a strongly worded statement and pulling up Puneet Kanwar, the accused, “for making a
mockery of law and justice,”
Ankita Gupta, judicial magistrate, Kharar, said, “The fact that
the accused had agreed to a compromise shows that he was
involved in the accident.”
Gupta convicted Kanwar
under section 279 (Rash driving)
and 304-A (Causing death by negligence) of the IPC and also fined
him Rs10,000.
On September 23, 2017, Kaushal was going from Landran to
Kharar on his motorcycle with
friends Roshan Kumar and Gurjot Singh Bhullar riding pillion,
when, at about 6.15 pm, a Santro
driven by Puneet Kanwar
crashed into the two wheeler
from the rear, dragging Bhullar
for about a kilometre before

speeding away.
In his complaint to the police,
Kaushal said he had chased the
car on his motorcycle, but Kanwar had managed to flee. Bhullar
had succumbed to his injuries
when being taken to the Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research.
The police had arrested Kanwar, who was driving the car,
after tracing its registration number.
Later, however, the witnesses
had attempted to change their
statement, which evoked the
wrath of the court. “In such circumstances the court cannot be
made a mute spectator and allow
the parties to make a mockery of
law and justice. The parties cannot be allowed to take the law in
their hands and act according to
their whims and fancies. The
court cannot be made to dance to
the tune of the parties nor be
forced to turn a blind eye to the
injustice being done in the name
of compromise,” the order read.
Though the accused had
attempted to influence the witnesses, “the same is not sufficient
to acquit the accused as his guilt
has been proved.”

NO COMPASSION FOR
HASTY AND
DELIBERATE ACT
Meanwhile, a local court sentenced 28-year-old Surinder
Singh of Ludhiana to two years in
prison for the death of a pedestrian in 2017.
Ruling that there were no
excuses for high speed or rash
and negligent driving, which led
to a man’s death, Garima
Gupta, judicial magistrate,
Kharar, said there could be no
compassion in awarding the punishment to Surinder Singh, who
was also fined Rs 2,000 in a judgment on May 2, made available
now.
Chuhar Singh of Man Kheri
village in Kharar fell and sustained fatal head injuries after
being hit by Surinder Singh’s
motorcycle. Prakash, Chuhar
Singh’s son, witnessed the incident and complained to the police
after which the accused, who
runs a welding shop, was arrested
on the basis of the motorcycle’s
registration number.
A case under sections 279, 338
and 304-A of IPC had been registered at the Kharar (Sadar) police
station.

BOOKED

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Independent candidate

Makhan Singh was booked on
Tuesday for climbing atop a
water tank.
Makhan Singh, who is contesting the Lok Sabha elections
from Patiala seat as independent candidate, had climbed atop
a water tank near the truck
union on Patiala-Sirhind road
on Monday. He protested
against the state government
for dismantling the transport
unions in state. Later, he came
down and fled from the spot
fearing police action.
A case was registered against
him under Section 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated
by public servant) and
171-F (undue influence or
personation at an election) of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and other sections of the
Prevention of Defacement of
Property Act.
Makhan Singh is also the
president of Bhadson Truck
Union. He was joined by truck
operators during the protest.
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patiala&beyond
Farmers, agri dept at odds
over paddy cultivation

WRITESTUFF

Perfect the ‘heart’ of reading
CHICK LIT CHOICES Who
doesn’t like lighthearted
romances and happily-everafter endings?

WATER CRISIS To sustain critically low underground water levels, department
of agriculture has asked farmers to sow short variety paddy after May 20

Aishwarya Khosla

Amarpal Singh
n

PATIALA, BANUR, RAJPURA, SAMANA, FATEHGARH SAHIB,
MANDI GOBINDGARH, SIRHIND & NABHA

amarpal.singh@htlive.com

n

aishwarya.khosla@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : In light of a steep

CHANDIGARH: Remember reading Mills

decline in underground water
levels, the Punjab department of
agriculture and farmer welfare
has asked farmers not to grow
long duration varieties of paddy
and to refrain from sowing short
duration varieties in nurseries
before May 20, much to the consternation of farmers, who want
the department to advance the
dates for sowing.
Experts say water table levels
in the state are declining at a rate
of 0.51m per annum and as such
efforts must be made to sustain
the water level.
Ludhiana chief agriculture
officer Baldev Singh said farmers
are advised to sow paddy after
May 20 and transplant the
saplings after June 20.
“Planting short duration varieties will be beneficial as wastage
of water will be reduced and the
yield will remain unchanged,” he
said.

and Boons and Harlequin romances,
as newly-minted teens under the
blanket aided by torchlight?
Though these romances continue
to skew our expectations of love,
chick-lit and dare we say jock-lit are
all the rage even now, with many
books penned by Indian authors.
Can love be found on matrimonial
sites? Must all romances end with a
happily ever after? If these questions
impinge upon your thoughts time
and again, Ravinder Singh’s I Too
Had A Love Story is a must-read for
you. The book is an absolute tearjerker and has stubbornly refused to
budge from the bestseller list for six
years.
Touted as the queen of racy reads,
Nikita Singh has eleven novellas in
the genre under her belt. Those unfamiliar with her work might want to
pick up Accidentally In Love, which
explores a no-strings-attached relationship between a model and a photographer in India’s cut-throat fashion industry.
Can a victim of sexual abuse fall in
love again? Durjoy Datta, the reigning king of romances, answers this

SIX DISTRICTS
IN THE RED ZONE
As per a study conducted by the
Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) department of plant breeding and genetics head Gurjit
Singh Mangat and agronomist
Buta Singh Dhillon, underground water in Barnala,
Bathinda, Ludhiana, Mansa,
Moga and Sangrur is declining at
a rate of 1 metre per annum.

n

Paddy farmers say industries and the public sector are as much to blame for depletion of water levels
HT FILE PHOTO
but only farmers are being blamed and restricted.

“Despite heavy rainfall during
the monsoons last year, the water
table in these districts did not
recharge, which is cause for concern. Stubble burning is also
prevalent in these districts.
Around 40-60% of land is being
used to cultivate long duration
paddy varieties such as
Pusa 44 and Peeli Pusa, which
take up a lot of water,” said
Mangat.
PUSA VERSUS PARMAL
“Farmers often believe that long
duration varieties — Pusa 44,

Peeli Pusa — produce a higher
yield and are therefore more profitable. However, this is not true.
An analysis of the economics
involved in growing these varieties shows that Parmal (PR) 121,
PR 126 and Pusa 44 yield an
average of 30.9, 30.1 and 32.6
quintal paddy per acre, respectively. Though, Pusa 44 yields
more paddy than PR 121 and PR
126 but its input costs are substantially higher as compared to
short duration PR varieties,” say
the two experts.
Bhartiya Kisan Union (BKU,

Jealous woman bought
strong acid to attack
live-in-partner’s ‘girlfriend’
Tarsem Singh Deogan
n

tarsem.deogan@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Accused of attacking
19-year-old Nisha with acid on
April 27, Nidhi procured the
acid from a street vendor near
her house in Soodan Mohalla,
Daresi, investigators said on
Monday.
Police said Nidhi bought a
strong acid as she wanted to
damage Nisha’s face. They said
Nidhi suspected that her live-in
partner Deep Vansh was having
an affair with Nidhi, a resident
of Kot Mangal Singh. Assuming
that he will not see her anymore
if her face was damaged, she
attacked her with acid.
While the accused has been
sent to the women’s jail on judicial remand, Vansh has yet to be
arrested. He is accused of pressuring Nisha not to lodge a
police complaint after his girlfriend attacked her.
Inspector Jaspal Singh, station house officer (SHO), Division Number 4 police station,
said during questioning, Nidhi
revealed that a hawker selling
acid visited her street. He had

‘Harassed’ girl
ends her life as
cops fail to act,
ASI suspended

›

Nidhi revealed that a
hawker selling acid
visited her street. She
bought strong acid from
him claiming that her toilet
was choked. She then
summoned Nisha to her
house, and threw acid on
her as she stepped in.
INSPECTOR JASPAL SINGH, SHO,
Division Number 4 police station

two types of acid – strong and
diluted, so she bought the strong
one claiming that her toilet was
choked. She confessed that on
April 27, she summoned Nisha
to her rented accommodation
for a talk, and threw acid on her
as she stepped in.
In the attack, some of the acid
fell on her as well, but she managed to wipe it off instantly, limiting the damage. Unwary of the
fact that Nidhi threw acid on
her, Nisha continued to believe
that it was water until her skin

developed burns. The SHO said
Vansh arrived at the scene later.
Nisha kept pleading to him and
Nidhi to get her medical attention, but they offered to take her
to a doctor only if she remained
mum about the matter.
Later, Vansh took both
women to a hospital, and left
soon after. The women then concocted a story that unidentified
motorcycle-borne men threw
acid on them.
As investigators delved
deeper, they cracked the case on
April 29, and booked Nidhi and
Vansh under Sections 326-A
(voluntarily causing grievous
hurt by use of acid, etc.) and 506
(criminal intimidation) of the
Indian Penal Code on the complaint of Nisha.
ACCUSED DISOWNED
BY PARENTS
Inspector Jaspal said they
informed Nidhi’s parents about
her arrest over the phone, but
they refused to bail her out.
They told the police that they
had disowned her since she
started living with Vansh without their approval.

Rajewal) president Balbir Singh
Rajewal said, “Farmers are soft
targets for governments. Industries and the public sector are as
much to blame for depletion of
water levels but only farmers are
being blamed and restricted. We
get more yield from Pusa varieties and we will continue to sow
the same.”
BKU state president Ajmer
Singh Lakhowal said, “If paddy
cultivation is delayed, the paddy
will not be mature at harvest time
and consequently wheat cultivation will also be delayed.”

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Harassed by a man on
phone for over a year, a 18-yearold girl consumed poison on
Saturday at her house in Majri
block of Mohali district and
breathed her last on Sunday.
On Monday, an ASI posted at
Majri (block) police station was
suspended for failing to act on
her complaint.
This is the second case in
Mohali where a cop has been
suspended for failing to act on
time on a complaint. Last
month, Sohana SHO Daljit
Singh was suspended for failing
to act on the complaint of a call
centre employee who was raped
in a cab.
The victim was rushed to
Kurali hospital by the family
members and later referred to
PGIMER, where she died.
The victim had told her family members that one Parwinder
Singh of Ludhiana had been
harassing her.
Acting on complaint of victim's father, Parwinder has
been booked under Section 306
of the IPC.

LUDHIANA: Based on the state-

ments of three child beggars rescued on February 6, the Division
5 police officials booked two
men on Monday.
The accused are Kallu Pardhan of Ambedkar Nagar and
Ranku Pardhan of Dugri.
Helping the police unearth a
child begging racket, the children revealed that the accused
forced them to beg at shrines
and crossroads and confiscated
all the money collected. They
were given ₹50 per day in return.
Police suspect the accused
forced many more children to
beg and that the duo are part of a
human trafficking racket. The
accused brought children from
other states to the city and
forced them to beg, said police
officials.
Assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
Hardev Singh said the district
task force had rescued three
children, who had been forced to
beg, during a special operation
on February 6. A report had
been already lodged at the Division 5 police station.
The ASI said the children
were slum dwellers, and their

The children were slum dwellers and brought to the city from other
HT FILE PHOTO
states to beg at traffic signals and near shrines.

parents had been traced.
The police have been conducting raids to arrest the
accused. The case was regis-

tered under Section 76 (employment of child for begging) of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

What are you
currently
reading?
I am reading a

What about
book cafes?
Do you think
people actually read
over there?

Book cafes are becoming a
trend in the big cities and
that’s great. I am a compulsive reader and devour as
many as 10 books every
month but book cafes can
ignite the interest of those
people who don’t like reading. People may be pretending but even if they read a
single book it will be great
as we need more readers.

Any advice for budding
authors?
Keep reading and keep
writing. Keep trying to
improve yourself and don’t
take rejection too hard.

HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

SPENT MONEY ON CLOTHES, EATING OUT

LUDHIANA:The police have busted

a gang of snatchers, comprising a
woman and her four accomplices,
who robbed motorists after
seeking lift.
The gang members have been
identified as Priya, 30, of Rajouri
Garden, Jassiyan Road; Satpal,
25, of Peeru Banda Mohalla, Sunil
Kumar, of Ashok Nagar, Ramandeep, 26, of Peeru Banda of Salem
Tabri, and Lakhwinder Singh, 27,
of Jassiyan.
A total of ₹43,000 in cash, two
motorcycles, a gold ring, mobile
phones and a sharp-edged
weapon were recovered from
their possession.
Additional deputy commissioner of police (ADCP, City 1)
Gurpreet Singh Sikand said the
gang robbed a factory

LUDHIANA :Police claimed to have

n

My father would buy me
Russian fairy tales when I
was young. The books were
very popular and cheap in
the ’80s, when the USSR
was a superpower. They
shaped my imagination
and inspired me
to read more.
The books
fuelled my
imagination.

book by Akhil Sharma
called An Obedient Father.
I like to read lesser known
authors, though some
books are well publicised and become
bestsellers while
others are equally
brilliant but people just don’t
know about
them.

Gang that robbed motorists
after seeking lift busted, 5 held

Five robbers
land in police net

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent

What books inspired
your love for writing?

Rana Preet Gill, 37, is a
Hoshiarpur-based veterinary officer working with
the Punjab animal husbandry department. She
has written three books,
Those College Years, The
Misadventures Of A Vet
and a compilation of her
published middles, Finding
Julia, which was released
by the Chandigarh Literary
Society in April. A freelance writer for leading
publications, she speaks to
Aishwarya Khosla about
pretentious readers, fads
and powering through
rejection.

LUDHIANA : The Special Task

HT Correspondent
n

‘Russian fairy tales fuelled my imagination’

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Begging racket unearthed,
2 booked for exploiting kids

Ever fantasised about falling in
love with an intelligence officer on a
dangerous mission? Perhaps, you
should consider perusing through
The Secrets We Keep by Sudeep
Nagarkar.
Ask Capital Book Depot owner
Ajay Arora if the books have been
rightly dubbed ‘chick-lit’, he says
men too read them, surreptitiously of
course. “I of course read them openly
as I do all books in the store,” he
laughs.
Shivani Jaswal from The Browser
says other books doing well in the
genre are The One by Kiera Cass, Me
One And Only by Kristan Higgins
and Summer In The Sun by Nora
Roberts.

facetoface

HT Correspondent

Force (STF), Ludhiana unit, has
recovered another 200gm heroin on the disclosure of the three
men arrested for drug peddling
on Saturday night.
The STF recovered the heroin
from an air-conditioner
installed at a hotel owned by one
the accused, Ravinder Singh
Chawla, 40, of New Kundanpuri.
The other accused are Gurwinder Singh, 27, of Mohalla
Maha Singh Nagar, Daba, and
Karamjeet Singh, 20 of New
Shimlapuri.
The trio was arrested with
150gm heroin on Saturday. Gurwinder is a proclaimed offender,
who fled from STF custody in
2018.
Inspector Harbans Singh said
Chawla owned a hotel near
Dayanand Medical College and
hospital (DMCH).
He disclosed that some heroin
was hidden in an air-conditioner of his hotel’s room number 201. The inspector said
Ravinder gave shelter to Gurwinder in his hotel after he fled
from STF custody.
The hotel had not maintained
Gurwinder’s record.

question in Our Impossible Love.
Datta also gives readers a glimpse of
India’s vast socio-economic divide
and the impact of consumerism.

Durjoy Datta, Sudeep Nagarkar and
Kiera Cass are popular.
GETTY IMAGES

RANA PREET GILL, VETERINARY OFFICER, PUNJAB ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPT

200g heroin
recovered from
AC at hotel
n

n

busted a gang of robbers with
the arrest of five members on
Sunday.
The accused are Sonu Parupkar, Rinku Kumar, Rakesh Panday of Giaspura, Naveen Bajaj
of Shimlapuri and Kuldeep
Singh of Fateh Singh Nagar
The accused were conspiring
to rob a private bank in Jugiana
village.Police said the accused
had conducted burglaries in factories, shops and showrooms.
The police seized a countrymade pistol, two cartridges, a
screwdriver and sword from
them.
The pistol was purchased
from Uttar Pradesh for ₹20,000 a
few days ago.
Police also impounded their
scooter, which was stolen from
Karnail Singh Nagar on May 1.
ASI Balveer Singh, who is investigating the case, said the gang
was busted on the basis of a tipoff.
Some of the other gang members are absconding.
HTC

The gang members told the
police that after robbing a
commuter of ₹10,000 on May 1,
they spent the money on
buying new clothes and eating
out. The ADCP said they were
owner,Rupesh Yadav, near Ludhiana Tiger Safari on May 4 .
Yadav had complained to the
police that he was on his way on
his motorcycle when a woman
signalled him for a lift.
As soon as he halted, four men
turned up there. They assaulted
him with a sharp-edged weapon
and robbed him of ₹74,000 in cash,
his mobile phone and gold ring,
before fleeing. The ADCP said the
accused confessed to have also
robbed a man of ₹10,000 in cash

fond of shopping at malls. They
ran out of the money in two
days, and hatched another
robbery plan, which they
executed on May 4 by robbing
Rupesh Yadav, he added.
near Daresi Ground on May 1
using the same modus operandi.
“The woman is already facing
trial in two cases of immoral trafficking. Her accomplices were
her customers. They formed a
gang to rob people. Satpal is facing trial in five cases of snatching.
The other accused also have a
criminal record,” the ADCP said.
The police on Monday produced the accused before a court
that remanded them to one-day
police custody.

Mutilated body of
man in 30s found
on railway track
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The mutilated body of

an unidentified man was found
on the railway track near Domoria Bridge on Monday. Police said
the man appeared to be in his
early 30s.
Assistant
sub-inspector
(ASI) Bhajan Singh of Government Railway Police (GRP), who
is investigating the case, said the
police received an alert around
7am regarding a body lying on the
tracks with its limbs severed. No
identification proof was recovered from the deceased’s clothes.
“Inquest proceedings have
been initiated under Section 174
of the Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC). The body has been kept in
the mortuary of civil hospital for
72 hours for identification,” he
said.
Another unidentified man was

THE POLICE RECEIVED
AN ALERT AROUND
7AM REGARDING A BODY
LYING ON THE TRACKS
WITH ITS LIMBS
SEVERED; NO ID PROOF
WAS RECOVERED
FROM THE CLOTHES
OF THE DECEASED
crushed under a train on Sunday
night. Investigating officer ASI
Jaswinder Singh said the
deceased seemed to be around 25
years old.
“There was ‘Karan’ tattooed
on his arm, but we didn’t find any
identification proof. He appeared
to be a migrant worker,” the ASI
said. The body has been kept at
the civil hospital mortuary for
identification.

POLICE FILE
MURDER CASE
ON PHONE CALL
FROM UP
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : The Basti Jodhewal
police have lodged a murder
case on a phone call from Uttar
Pradesh (UP) after the caller
alleged that his sister had been
murdered by her husband, who
cremated the body immediately
with the intention of concealing
his crime.
Following the call, the police
have booked Dalip Kumar, 30, a
factory worker of Mohalla Bawa
Colony, of Kakowal Road, for
allegedly murdering his wife
and disposing of her body.
Inspector Ram Ji, SHO at the
Jodhewal police station, said
that he received a call from one
Kamlesh of UP on Sunday, who
said that his sister Anjali, 25,
was married to Dalip Kumar
and that he received a call from
Dalip on Sunday informing him
that Anjali has died of an illness
and he has cremated her body.
The SHO added that Kamlesh
alleged that Dalip used to thrash
Anjali over petty issues. Following strained relations, Anjali
had left the house of her husband and come to her parents in
UP four months ago. She had
filed a complaint with the UP
police against Dalip, following
which the UP police had summoned Dalip and grilled him,
the SHO said.
He said Dalip had apologised
in front of the UP police and took
Anjali back to Ludhiana on Friday promising he would never
torture her. Kamlesh alleged
while leaving for Ludhiana,
Dalip was looking annoyed and
told them that after reaching
Ludhiana he would “deal with
Anjali”. Kamlesh alleged that
after reaching Ludhiana, Dalip
murdered Anjali and cremated
her body.
The inspector said a case
under Sections 302 (murder)
and 201 (causing disappearance
of evidence) of the IPC against
Dalip Kumar and other family
members. Kamlesh is on his
way to Ludhiana.
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ctor Taapsee Pannu has
proved herself, one film
after the other. It all
started with her small
yet impactful role in Baby
(2015) and then Pink (2016) in
which her performance won
applause from all quarters,
and then went on to star in
Naam Shabana (2017) and
Judwaa 2 (2017). Recently,
Badla, a crime thriller with
Amitabh Bachchan, too hit
bulls eye at the box office,
along with critical
acclaim.
However, the success didn’t
come easy. And while one
might think she has it all now,
she believes there’s a
struggle. “Struggle changes
its face from one time to
another, it never really ends. I
started off an outsider. I was
not associated with any
group, or backed by any
godfather. Nor a big producer,
or a big actor… no studio
signed me up for multiple film
deals. I chose this path
voluntarily, so it is a part of
my struggle,” she says.
Being in films is an
unstable job, considering how
there’s always the insecurity
of when will you bag your
next film. Did Taapsee too
face that?
She says, “That is there in
the beginning of your career,
when you have probably not
proven yourself. So you (have
to make) audience and
makers believe that you have
talent. Some way or the other,
work will come your way.”
Taapsee adds, “After that,
there’s the insecurity of

A
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MET GALA

2019

Prerna Gauba Sibbal

he Met Gala never ceases
to surprise. Held at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the annual
fundraising gala for the benefit
of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s Costume Institute, New
York City, is one of the most
spellbinding showcases of
unbridled style. Though it
wasn’t simple to crack, most
stayed true to the 2019 Met Gala
theme — Camp: Notes on
Fashion, which celebrates
humour, irony and
exaggeration. As for Bollywood
celebs, Priyanka
Chopra Jonas and
Deepika
Padukone
stood out.
While
Priyanka
showcased a
fantastical
look,
Deepika
seemed to walk
straight out
of a fairy
tale.

T

Deepika
Padukone
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/

Priyanka, who attended the
event with her husband,
American singer-songwriter
Nick Jonas, wore a Christian
Dior gown with a caged
headgear, while Nick wore a
white Dior suit. Priyanka
teamed her look with frothy
curls, grey eyebrows, and
white eyeliner and bindi.
Twitteratti called her a high
fashion Mad Hatter from Alice
in Wonderland and Nick her
‘rabbit’. Closer home, designers gave her extra points for
her style. “I love the bindi. She
mixed East and the West well,”
says designer Anand Bhushan.
Designer Anupama Dayal
loved her risk-taking ability. “I
love that she goes beyond the
conventional,” says Dayal.
Designer Alpana Mittal says
it’s not about looking good all
the time. “It’s about playing a
character on the red carpet.
Priyanka is known for doing
unexpected things. I
applaud her for this look,”
says Mittal. As for Nick,
“His white suit didn’t
make an impact,” says
designer Rina Dhaka.
Deepika’s look was a
far cry from
Priyanka’s. She wore an
off-shoulder pink lurex and
jacquard Zac Posen gown with
a high updo. Social media users
called her a Barbie, while
designers didn’t enjoy
her images. “I wish
she had
experimented
more,” says
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Dayal. Mittal believes that
Deepika stayed true to her
personality.
“Not everyone has to go crazy.
Her personality is graceful and
that’s what she went for.”
However, Bhushan applauds
her for trying out

an iconic look. “She recreated
Crystal LaBeija (Crystal
LaAsia, a Manhattan drag
queen) from the ’80s. It’s not
easy to take such a strong
fashion reference and carry it
off so well,” says Bhushan.
n

n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Struggle changes
its face from one time
to another, it never
really ends. I was not
backed by any
godfather. I chose
this path voluntarily,
so it is a part of my
struggle.
TAAPSEE PANNU ACTOR

AMY SCHUMER,
HUSBAND CHRIS
FISCHER WELCOME
FIRST CHILD

angana Ranaut-starrer
Mental Hai Kya, which was to
release on June 21, will now hit
the screens on July 26, same as
Hrithik Roshan’s Super 30.
Hrithik’s film was earlier
scheduled to open on Republic
Day (January 26). However, after
makers of Manikarnika: The
Queen of Jhansi, picked the
same date for their release,
Super 30’s release was pushed to
July 26 citing post-production

work. A source from Super 30’s
production house says, “This is
the second time Kangana is
doing this, moving her film to
clash with Super 30. Super 30‘s
release date stays as is.“
The makers of Mental Hai Kya,
have however, issued a
statement saying the

daa Khan is happy being
single. The actor is
enjoying the phase and
says love will happen when it
has to, one can’t plan it. Also,
there is no pressure to get
married from her parents.
“I am happy being single
and busy professionally. It’s
not that I am out to hunt for
love. Love and relationships
are something you don’t plan,
they just happen whenever
they have to,” she continues,
“Love takes its own course just
like a river in the mountains
finds its way. With love also
comes responsibility.”
On how love is depicted on
TV and films, the actor shares,
“Love on TV and films is often

A

Kingsintheworldofdance

SURESH MUKUND, FOUNDER AND
CHOREOGRAPHER

postponement of their release
date was purely a business
decision and should not be
interpreted as a clash between
the two actors. They also went
on to assure that there will be no
“mud-slinging during the
release, and it will be a dignified
— HTC
event”.

Schumer posted the
news on Instagram.
“10:55 pm last night. Our
royal baby was born,” she
wrote alongside her
family photograph.

PTI

Adaa Khan is in no hurry to find
someone special, it’ll happen
Shreya Mukherjee

t was in 2015 that Kings
United became a household
name in the city. The 2015 film
ABCD 2 told the story of these
dancers called Kings United,
and how they won the bronze
medal at the World’s Biggest
Hip-Hop Championship held in
California, USA. Fast forward
to 2019, and they have been
crowned the world champions
in the World of Dance Season 3.
Kings United is the first dance
crew from India to achieve this.
When asked about their recent
success at the international
dance competition, Suresh
Mukund, founder and
choreographer, Kings United,
says, “It was the best
experience of our life so far.
The journey of local dancers
from a small gully of
Nallasopara in Vasai to
becoming the world champions

ctor-comedienne
Amy Schumer and her
husband Chris Fischer
have welcomed their first
child, a baby boy.

A

K

prerna.gauba@htlive.com

was really challenging, and
filled with never ending hard
work and dedication. We
always had a vision to get
global recognition and here it
is. Today, we are world’s best
dancers.”
During the course of their
show, which was judged by
Jennifer Lopez, Ne-Yo and
Derek Hough, Kings United,
were misunderstood for an
incident where Jennifer Lopez
threw her shoes at them.
However, Suresh says that the
whole incident was
misinterpreted. “After one of
our performances, Jennifer
Lopez gave us her shoes as a
mark of respect and
appreciation. It is a
symbol of
honouring
someone in the
dance
industry.
Shoes are one

After one of our performances,
Jennifer Lopez gave us her shoes as
a mark of respect and appreciation.
NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid
for by the concerned brands. No sponsored content does or shall appear in
any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

choosing the right project. ‘Is
it right for me or not?’ ‘Will it
be backed by the right
people?’ — that insecurity
comes in getting work. It’s not
there after a certain point, but
it was there before.”
She is proud she did it all on
her own. “Whether things are
right or wrong, good or bad,
credit will only come to me,
whatever I achieve. It might
be slow or a longer route. But
people will not have anyone
else to give the credit to for
this journey. Jo kiya hai,
khud kiya hai. I’ve made
peace with the fact that I
won’t have that shooting
success after one or two
films. The scary part is I
know if a couple of films don’t
work for me, I might be sent
back as I don’t have a safety
net. That is a risk I walk with
every film I choose. This is
what I chose for myself.
Nobody pushed me or forced
me,” Taapsee signs off.

MENTAL... AND SUPER 30
TO RELEASE TOGETHER

PHOTO: AALOK
SONI/HT

I

www.youtube.com/user/ht
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Kings United
Dance team

Nishad Neelambaran

instagram.com/htcity

I walk a risk with every film, says
Taapsee Pannu
Rishabh Suri

Priyanka
Chopra Jonas
and Nick Jonas

twitter.com/htshowbiz

of the most important
accessories when it comes to
dance. And this was a historic
moment on the global stage,”
explains Suresh.
The crew that participated
in the World of Dance Season 3
comprised 14 members —
Suresh Mukund, Ritesh
Vishwakarma, Karthik
Priyadarshan, Shijin Ramesh,
Chandan Acharya, Sunny
Chatterjee, Mohan Pandey,
Charles Edward, Pratik
Gojare, Prem Bhawar, Pavan
Rao, Raja Das, Hardik Rawat,
Akshay Varavdekar, Hritik
Gupta and Naidu
Vishwakarma. Ask them what
is that one thing that they take
back from the competition, and
Suresh says, “What we have
observed in these
international competitions
is that people respect and
encourage each other even
if they are competitors. We
were surprised to see other
crew members motivating us
during the competition and
we have learned that from
them, and it has totally
changed our outlook
when it comes to our
competitors.”
n

dramatised... But real life is
different… Love is forever
and involves the heart
completely. I count my
blessings. I have good work,
good friends and I can live
my life independently. What
more can I ask for from life. I
don’t feel the pressure of
settling down. My family is
very understanding,” she says.
Earlier Adaa was in a
relationship with actor Ankit
Gera. Later, given her
closeness to actor Shashank
Vyas, many speculated they
were in a relationship. But
both Adaa and Shashank
maintained they are very good
friends. Mention this to Adaa
and she says, “He is one of the
closest friends I have in the
industry and that’s about it. If

there’s anyone with whom I
can share my heart it’s
Shashank. I would request
everyone to not speculate.”
Given an option, which
celebrity would she have
liked to date? “David
Beckham. I follow him on
Insta, he is a complete family
man. I admire him. In
Bollywood it’s Saif Ali Khan
because he is stylish,
intelligent and classy,” says
the actor known for shows
such as Behenein, Amrit
Manthan and Naagin.
So is she open to dating
someone from the industry? “I
need to connect with the
person and his personality. I
do believe in soul connection
and vibes,” she signs off.
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Adaa Khan

nishad.thaivalapil@htlive.com

Jennifer Lopez
PHOTO: REUTERS
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
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MAY 8, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Enrique Iglesias: The Spanish singer, known for
hits such as Bailamos (1998), Rhythm Divine (1999)
and Hero (2001), turns 44 today.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. Some of you will manage to
earn good money from a side business.
Someone at work might be too difficult
to please today. Treating a youngster in
ARIES
the family with compassion despite a
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
blunder will earn a lot of goodwill for
everyone else. Commuting to workplace
becomes easy for some.

You enjoy good health and would inspire
people around you about your fitness.
Someone may prevent you from
spending your money, but will help you
in the long run. Give some thought
before acting out someone’s idea at
TAURUS
work. You will enjoy the time spent with
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
family members. Be particular with whom
you travel or give lift to in your vehicle. A
property issue is likely to resolve soon.

Little rest and excesses with food and
drinks is likely to affect your health
adversely. You are likely to come out of
an awkward situation on the financial
front. Some of you might get the
opportunity to work in an ambitious
GEMINI
project at work. A relation can drop in
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
today unexpected. Some of you can opt for
a more comfortable mode of transport. An
opportunity to purchase a property might slip out of hand.

front due to a dispute.

Love Focus: Lover might be irritated because of one of your habits;
try to avoid it.

Love Focus: Giving due respect to partner and understanding his or
her concerns will bring you more close to your lover.

Love Focus: Lover may not be able to give his or her undivided
attention to you today. Support them rather than confronting them.

Love Focus: Love life remains good today. Some kind of a surprise or
gifts are in store for some.

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Pink

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Maroon

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Electric grey

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Off white

Giving proper attention towards health
keeps you in good shape. Some of you are
likely to feel disappointed on the
financial front. At work, you can have
more on your platter than you had
bargained for. Whatever plans you had
made with family have to be shelved for
some other day due to work pressure. A
vacation is likely to give bitter experience in
terms of expanses and comfort.

Take up an exercise routine to enjoy good
health. Financial worries will soon
become a thing of the past, so keep
patience. At work, your reputation is
likely to spread far and wide but not in
very good way. Family life brings
VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)
immense joy. Those planning a voyage or
journey will enjoy some exciting time ahead.
Some good news regarding a pending property
case is expected.

Minor health issues might upset you today;
but don’t worry you will get better soon.
A loan being sanctioned will give you
much relief on the financial front.
Criticising your senior is easy, but
listening to their point of view will be
LIBRA
important to bring balance in your work
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
life. On the family front, you can plan a visit
to a friend or relation today. Planning a
vacation abroad with friends will make you cheer up. A property by
inheritance cannot be ruled out for some.

You need to put in some effort to achieve
total fitness. You are likely to earn a good
amount by being a middleman in a
business deal. Professional front may
seem a bit hectic today for some; but
this business will help in getting a
SCORPIO
promotion later. You can remain engaged
(OCT 24 - NOV 22)
with family members in a function.
Travelling long distance with total strangers
will not be very comfortable. Property business is likely to flourish.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

Love Focus: Your love life gets a boost as lover showers undivided
attention.

Love Focus: Those starting on a romantic journey will have to work a
little hard to get things going smooth and joyful.

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Peach

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Royal blue

CANCER
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)

Good diet and enough exercise keeps you
healthy and hearty. You can get caught in
an awkward situation on the financial
front. You are likely to have a
comparatively easier time at work
today. A domestic fight shows signs of
escalating. Too much travelling can
become a bit bothersome. Some of you may
need to deal with problems at the property

Love Focus: You are likely to get closer to the one you love.

Love Focus: Whatever may be the circumstances, you must find time
for an outing with lover if you don’t want to spoil your evening.

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Parrot green

To have the perfect body a bit of an effort
is what you need to put in. Your efficiency
will ensure timely submission of a
proposal and help you gain profit. Doing
a task with great interest will make its
success evident at work. Your off-thePISCES
cuff remarks can prove hurtful to
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
someone close in the family, so think and
speak. Travelling in a new vehicle is on the cards
for some; but be careful on the roads.

Health remains good and keeps you happy.
Time to enjoy the fruits of your sound
investments will arrive soon; so be
patient. A colleague will be in a
reciprocating mood for all the good that
you have done for them at work. Your
SAGITTARIUS
enthusiasm is likely to rub off on a family
(NOV 23 - DEC 21)
youngster for wrapping up the task
allotted. Vacation can become a possibility for
some in the absence of any professional commitment.

flat today.

You are likely to recover from an ailment
and be completely fit. Delay in reaching
office can translate into financial loss.
Praise is in store for some on the work
front. You need to put in some efforts on
the home front to help raise your quality
AQUARIUS
of life. Travelling to a completely new
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
destination will let everyone enjoy
immensely. This might not be a favourable day
to invest in property.

Love Focus: Romance might have to be put on the back burner for
some time now due to other commitments.

Love Focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love Focus: Romantically, you are likely to find yourself on cloud
nine, so be prepared to be surprised.

Love Focus: Over familiarity with the one you love can snuff out the
fires of passion in your relationship.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 7 Lucky Colour: Magenta

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Dark yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Forest green

Abhimanyuwants
afilmcareerlike
Ayushmann

CAPRICORN
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)

You remain fit and healthy today. Earning
will remain steady to make the financial
front strong. You will need to change
your attitude to succeed on the
professional front. Some adjustment is
likely to make things smooth for
newlyweds in their new family. Don’t get
careless on the road as stars seem
unfavourable. You might book your house or

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ABHUMANYUD

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Jugal Hansraj fractured his ankle half-way
into completing the song Aankhein Khuli for
Mohabbatein (2000). Rest of the song was
filmed with him wearing a cast.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3079
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

MNVAE
NOPAI
ORT UGY
VOWELS
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to
the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Maven, piano, yogurt, wolves
ANSWER: The love we give away is the only love we keep - Elbert
Hubbard

yushmann Khurrana’s
unconventional choice of
films has floored
audiences. And the actor has
also found a fan in Abhimanyu
Dassani, who says the
Andhadhun (2018) star’s career
trajectory is something that he
wishes to follow.
“Ayushmann has stuck to
what he believed in and
continued to do films which
others were not comfortable
doing. Even though some of
them did not work, he did not
choose the path that everyone
else was choosing and now it is
all finally paying off,” says
Abhimanyu, citing examples of
film such as Vicky Donor
(2012), Dum Laga Ke Haisha
(2015), Bareilly Ki Barfi (2017),
Shubh Mangal Savdhan (2017)
and Badhaai Ho (2018).
“There is so much to learn
from everybody (actors) and
they all are doing so well. I will
try and figure out how I can do
it my way,” he adds.
Abhimanyu made a
powerful debut with Mard Ko
Dard Nahi Hota, that won him
rave reviews. Since he already
set the benchmark very high
for himself, will it be a struggle

SOLUTION SUDOKU

Juhi Chakraborty

A

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE
YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

Abhimanyu Dassani (top) and
Ayushmann Khurrana
to keep up the momentum with
the second film he chooses? “I’d
like to break the mould of
Abhimanyu every time people
try to fix my image. Yes,
everything from here is going
to be challenging but I am
ready for it. I want to redefine
the perception of me as an actor
with every film,” he says,
adding “If people write
characters but are unable to
imagine me in that, then I am
ready to give 10-15 auditions to
prove that I can do it. That’s
how I will convince the
producer and directors.”
But being an actor is not
easy as there is a constant fear
of failure besides dealing with
frustration stemming from
lack of good roles. But
Abhimanyu is ready for it all.
“I believe in hard work and
giving 100%. I am aware not all
my decisions will be successful
but I am prepared to fail. The
only way to gain experience is
through bad decisions. I have
nothing to fear,” he concludes.
n

juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

PHOTO: RAAJESSH KASHYAP/HT

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

The love we __ ____ is the only love we keep
- Elbert Hubbard (4,4)

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

17 Again at
2100

EDITOR’S
PICK

0913 Happy Feet
1107 Smurfs: The
Lost Village
1245 How To Train Your
Dragon
1427 Evolution
1616 Transformers: The
Last Knight
1859 Project A
2100 17 Again
2258 Sex And The City

Chinese Zodiac at 1648

Armour Of God at 2100

1025 X-Men: First Class
1254 Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United
1416 Black Panther
1648 Chinese Zodiac
1912 Dragonball: Evolution
2050 Commando
2240 The Hitman’s
Bodyguard

1012 Suicide Squad: Hell To Pay
1130 Mad Max
1303 Secondhand Lions
1452 Black Mask
1616 Passengers
1810 Cats & Dogs
1939 The House
2100 Armour Of God
2243 Superman

Kung Fu Yoga
at 1750
0838 Commando: A One Man
Army
1121 Tabahi Zulm Ki
1359 I
1750 Kung Fu Yoga
2000 Genius

Commando 2 at 1532

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Rowdy Raja at 1735
1130 My Boss Bajrangbali
1405 Jaisi Karni Waisi Bharni
1735 Rowdy Raja
2000 Vardiwala The Iron Man
2245 Bhaghi The Rebel

0929 Phata Poster Nikla Hero
1229 Welcome Back
1532 Commando 2
1802 Chennai Vs China
2100 Surya Ki Gang
2327 Rowdy No.1
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