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CJI case: Not part
of any conspiracy,
says complainant
HARASSMENT CHARGES Former staffer alleges threats to
family, says action crucial to restore honour of Supreme Court
Harinder Baweja
n

Harinder.baweja@hindustantimes.com

‘GREAT RESPECT
FOR THE COURT’

NEW DELHI: The former Supreme

Court staffer who levelled sexual
harassment charges against
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi said in her first interview since her complaint that she
is not part of any conspiracy to
defame the institution.
“I am not the part of any conspiracy against the Supreme
Court. I have great respect for
this institution. To protect the
honour of the Supreme Court,
there should be strict action
against any wrongdoing,
whether it is corruption or sexual
harassment or anything else,’’
the complainant said in an interview conducted through her lawyer and senior advocate Vrinda
Grover.
The 36-year-old woman who
was, for some time, posted in
Chief Justice Gogoi’s home office,
detailed charges of sexual harassment and persecution in an affidavit that was sent to 22 judges of
the apex court on April 19. The
Court set up a three-member
inquiry panel but the complainant walked out of the inquiry proceedings on April 30, saying she
had “serious concerns and reservations” about justice being

shortstories
KEJRI: WILL BACK
RAHUL FOR PM IF
HE OFFERS FULL
STATEHOOD
NEW DELHI: Chief minister and
the Aam Aadmi Party’s national
convener Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said he would
support Congress president Rahul
Gandhi as prime ministerial
candidate if the latter backed full
statehood for Delhi. In an interview with TV channel News18,
Kejriwal said, “Whichever party
forms the next government,
excluding the BJP, will have AAP’s
support only if it supports AAP on
the issue of full statehood for
HTC
Delhi.”

Modi came five years ago,
I’m a Delhi girl: Priyanka
NEW DELHI: Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
Wednesday chose to hit the
narrow lanes of Brahampuri as a
“Delhi girl”, challenging PM
Narendra Modi to fight the last
two phases of the parliamentary
elections on the issues of demonetisation, GST women’s safety
and youth unemployment. “Modi
ji came to Delhi only five years
ago but I was born here. For 47
years, I have lived here and seen
every nook and corner of this city.
I can tell you what the people of
HTC
Delhi want,” she said.

Red letter day: Liverpool
oust Barca 4-0
LIVERPOOL : Liverpool on Tuesday
staged a remarkable comeback to
beat Barcelona 4-0 to reach the
final of the UEFA Champions
League. Trailing 3-0 from the first
leg, Liverpool bounced back in
their semi-final clash to win 4-3 in
terms of aggregate to storm into
their second consecutive final of
Champions League. Liverpool
started playing with an aggressive mindset right from the
AGENCIES
beginning.
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"I am not part of any conspiracy
against the SC. I have great
respect for this institution...
There should be strict action
against any wrongdoing”

“I am hearing many rumours
about conspiracy and some
other motives which are all
false and I am extremely
distressed and disturbed...”
"Some people went to the
house of my sister who lives in
a town in UP. They told her
husband that if I continue to
speak, my life is in danger”

given to her by the committee. On
May 6, the committee cleared
Gogoi of any wrongdoing.
“The affidavit is the truth of
my life and there is no conspiracy,” she said, adding, “I am hearing many rumours about conspiracy and some other motives
which are all false and I am
extremely distressed and disturbed that such allegations are
being made. I have nothing to be
scared about because I know I am
not part of any conspiracy. The

rumours, of me being part of a
larger conspiracy against the
Supreme Court, are totally false.”
In the affidavit, the former
employee claimed that after she
rebuffed Chief Justice Gogoi’s
advances, she and her family
faced consistent persecution that
included her termination. “I say
that the CJI has misused his position, office and authority and
abused his clout and power to
influence the police,” she said in
her affidavit.
In her interview to this paper,
the complainant said the intimidation and harassment being
faced by her family has not
stopped and was, in fact, increasing. “A few days ago some people
went to the house of my sister
who lives in a town in Uttar Pradesh. They told her husband that
if I continue to speak, my life is in
danger. My sister and her family
are extremely frightened and
scared by all this. We don’t know
who these people are and how
they got to know where my sister
lives. I understand that these are
all ways of terrorising me so that
I again become quiet.”
The woman employee wrote
letters to the three-member probe
panel, telling them that she was
being followed by men on motorbikes.

http://read.ht/JS4

ROYAL COUPLE REVEALS BABY BOY’S NAME — ARCHIE

RAHUL TENDERS
UNCONDITIONAL
APOLOGY TO SC
FOR RAFALE JIBE
NEW DELHI: Congress president

Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday
submitted an unconditional apology to the Supreme Court in a
contempt case filed by Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MP Meenakshi Lekhi for attributing the Congress campaign slogan “chowkidar chor hai” (the watchman is
the thief) to the apex court, and
sought the closure of proceedings
against him.
“Deponent unconditionally
apologises for the wrongful attributions to this Hon’ble Court. The
Deponent further states that any
such attributions were entirely
unintentional, non-willful and
inadvertent,” Gandhi said in an
affidavit he filed with the SC.
The three-page affidavit also
sought the closure of contempt
proceedings against him.
On April 10, the court had
ruled on the permissibility of
using leaked defence ministry
documents in petitions seeking a
review of its December 14 judgment rejecting a court-monitored
probe of the Rafale jet fighter
deal. In subsequent election rallies, Gandhi appeared to remark
that the court had said “chowkidar chor hai”, repeating a slogan
that he and the Congress have
HTC
used to target Modi.
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Have not found records of any
UPA-era surgical strike: Modi
HTINTERVIEW
Shishir Gupta and R Sukumar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that as far he
knows, the previous United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government did not launch any surgical strikes as claimed by former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh in an interview with Hindustan Times last week.
Modi said that the army
chiefs in charge at the time have
said they do not have any information on such strikes. “What
kind of surgical strike was it?
Who issued the orders? Where
are the orders? These are the
questions they [UPA] should be
asked to answer,” he said. “I can
only say that we have not found
any records of this.”
The Modi-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government launched a counterstrike
against terror pods across the
Line of Control after the Uri terror attack in 2016, and an air
strike on a Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) training camp at Balakot
in Pakistan after the Pulwama
terror attack in February. Last
week, Singh said that his gov-

DELHI RALLY

ernment had carried out similar
surgical strikes, but not used
them to garner votes.
The Bharatiya Janata Partyled NDA has made national
security a central plank of its
campaign in the ongoing parliamentary elections.
“For a decade or so, the
Indian government had tied its
own hands as far as Pakistanbacked terror was concerned.
Pakistan kept mounting attacks
and there was no cost imposed
upon the perpetrators.
This gave terrorists and their
sponsors a kind of impunity that
we can do anything and get
away. First with the surgical
strike and now with the air
strike, we have sent the message
that there will now be significant costs to sponsoring terror,”
Modi said.
He denied that this would
only escalate matters. “They
will be aware that their strategy
of sponsoring terror against
India will be detrimental to
their own existence”, nor does
this put pressure on the government to up the ante the next time
there is an attack, he said.

SANJEEV VARMA/HT

‘WILL SEND ‘SHAHENSHAH’ TO JAIL’
CHANDIGARH: In an apparent

attack on Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi’s husband Robert
Vadra, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday
said the “shahenshah” was
feeling nervous after being
dragged to court for “looting
Haryana farmers” and
promised he would be sent
to jail soon. “When Congress
was in power in Haryana
and at the Centre a vicious
game of grabbing farmers’

land at throwaway price
was played. This chowkidar
has now dragged those who
looted farmers up to the
door of jail. Within next five
years, I will push them
inside the jail,” Modi said in
Fatehabad. Vadra is currentlybooked in a land deal
case. Former Haryana CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda is
also facing corruption cases
pertaining to land deals.
Modi, however, didn’t take
Vadra or Hooda’s name. ››P4

FULL INTERVIEW ››P8

mustread
CUSTODIAL DEATH: 4 COPS BOOKED
Apprehended for eloping with a girl, the body of a 20-year-old youth
was found from fields near the Issru police post Issru in Khanna where he
was detained. The victim’s family, who has accused the police for
murdering the youth and throwing away the body, blocked traffic in
protest on the Khanna-Malerkotla road for at least four hours.
››P3

Driver’s daughter Neha
tops PSEB Class 10 exam
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Neha Verma of Teja

Singh Sutantar Senior Secondary School, Ludhiana, scored
99.54% to top the Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB) Class 10
exam, the result of which was
announced on Wednesday.
Harleen Kaur of Robin Model
Senior Secondary School at
Dhuri, Sangrur; Ankita Sachdeva of RS Model Senior Secondary School, Ludhiana; and Anjali
Garg of BCM Senior Secondary
School, Ludhiana, shared the
second rank with 99.23%.
Seven students were tied at
third position with 99.08 %. They
are Abhigyan Kumar of BCM
Senior Secondary School, Ludhi-

n

Neha Verma’s score: 99.54%

ana; Khushpreet Kaur of Shri
Hargobind Senior Secondary
School, Amritsar; Aneesha
Chopra of Nankana Sahib Model
High School, Ludhiana; Jiya
Nanda of Dr Asa Nand Arya
Model Senior Secondary School,
SBS Nagar; Damanpreet Kaur of
Shaheed Bibi Sundari Public

School, Kahnuwan, Gurdaspur;
Jashanpreet Kaur of Government Senior Secondary School,
Gulabgarh, Bathinda; and Soni
Kaur of Government Model Senior Secondary School, Dholewal,
Ludhiana.
Being regular and consistent
is Neha’s success mantra. Her
father, Pawan Kumar, is a driver
and mother Jeeya a homemaker.
Neha wants to join the Indian
Police Service.
This year’s pass percentage
jumped to 85.56% as compared to
last year’s 57.5%. “The students
were given model test papers and
made to practise. At least 350
teachers were posted in border
districts. This helped improve
the result,” says PSEB chairman
Manohar Kant Kalohia. ››P3

‘Bribe’ to Leh scribes:
FIR against BJP leaders
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: Police on Wednesday
registered an FIR against BJP
leaders accused of trying to bribe
journalists at Leh following a
court order.
Leh senior superintendent of
police Sargun Shukla said, “Acting on the orders of the chief judicial magistrate’s court, we have
registered an FIR under relevant
sections of the law against the
accused persons.” “I haven’t
seen the FIR as of now and hence
cannot share the details,” the
SSP added.
Earlier, an inquiry, ordered
by Leh deputy commissioner
and district election officer Anvy
Lavasa, had found the allegations against BJP leaders to be
prima facie true. “The inquiry
concluded that the allegations of
attempt to bribe journalists are

A PROBE BY LEH DC HAD
FOUND ALLEGATIONS
AGAINST BJP LEADERS
TO BE TRUE
prima facie correct. We have
asked the police to register a
complaint. Since it is a non-cognisable offence, they can file an
FIR after a court directive,” Lavasa had said on Sunday.
The DC had ordered the
inquiry on May 3 after the Leh
Press Club lodged a complaint
that four of its members were
offered bribes soon after a press
conference by state BJP chief
Ravinder Raina on May 2.
The club accused the BJP of
violating the model code of conduct and sought action against
party leaders. It is learnt that
Leh journalists had submitted a
CCTV footage to Lavasa request-

ing her to forward the same to
the court for registration of FIR
against BJP leaders.
Leh press club president
Morup Stanzin said BJP MLC
Vikram Randhawa handed over
envelopes to four journalists in
the presence of Raina.
“Our members got suspicious
and opened it. There were some
Rs 500 notes in the envelopes.
When the press club members
tried to return it, the BJP leader
refused to take it. So they put
those envelopes on table,” Stanzin said.
Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the BJP said it
would set up a committee to
probe the allegation that some
party leaders tried to bribe journalists to influence parliamentary polls, party’s state unit chief
Ravinder Raina said.
Randhawa, on his part, has
denied the bribery charge.

n

Governor Satyapal Malik

J&K govt to probe
political killings in
state since 2018
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR : Days after Anantnag

BJP leader Ghulam Mohammad
Mir was shot dead by militants,
the J-K government has decided
to investigate all political killings in the state since 2018.
Governor Satyapal Malik has
asked the additional director
general of police (security, law &
order) Muneer Ahmad Khan to
submit report in 15 days, said a
Raj Bhavan spokesperson on
Wednesday.
On Monday, the governor had
told mediapersons that the May
4 killing of BJP vice-president
Ghulam Mohammad Mir was
not related to security withdrawal. The next day BJP workers and leaders held protest in
Srinagar blaming police for
withdrawing Mir’s security. BJP
state general secretary Ashok
Kaul even surrendered his security in protest.
On Wednesday, Malik chaired
a high-level meeting where he
was given a sector-wise assessment of the prevailing security
situation in the state.
“The governor stressed the
need for ensuring safety of protected persons and advised security agencies to give due consideration to the genuine apprehensions of political activists
working at the grass- roots
level,” said the spokesperson.
The governor would be inviting the leaders of different political parties to discuss their security concerns, he added.
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BATTLEFIELD PUNJAB

Eyeinghat-trick,Harsimratfacesatoughtest
ALL SET Cong nominee Warring main challenger to Badal bahu, who is banking on her ‘connect with people’, development

HOTSEAT
Navneet Sharma
n

navneetsharma@hindustantimes.com

BATHINDA: Union minister and
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) candidate Harsimrat Kaur Badal,
the daughter-in-law of five-time
chief minister Parkash Singh
Badal and wife of party president
Sukhbir Singh Badal, is pulling
out all the stops to score a hattrick from the Bathinda Lok
Sabha constituency.
The Akali Dal has an enviable
electoral record in the segment,
winning five out of six times in
past two-and-a-half decades, and
few party leaders see her having
any difficulty in romping home.
Though she exudes a lot of
confidence, Harsimrat has a
tough contest at hand as she
faces three MLAs — Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring of the state’s
ruling Congress, Punjab Ekta
Party (PEP) chief Sukhpal Singh
Khaira and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) nominee Baljinder Kaur
— with Warring being the main
challenger.
A two-time MLA from Gidderbaha, Warring was fielded by the
Congress after Manpreet Badal,
who is now finance minister in
the Amarinder Singh government, and Navjot Kaur Sidhu,
wife of local bodies minister and
Congress’ star campaigner Navjot Singh Sidhu, refused to contest. He is somewhat of a lightweight in pedigree when compared with her opponents in the
2014 and 2009 polls — Manpreet
BadalandRaninderSingh,sonof
chief minister Amarinder Singh.
While she had scored an
emphatic victory over Raninder
and scraped past Manpreet by a
narrow margin, both her wins
came when the Badal family was
ruling the state and showered
government largesse on her seat.

CONGRESS, SAD EYE
VOTE BANK OF AAP
Khaira, who set up PEP after
leading a revolt against AAP
chief Arvind Kejriwal, and Baljinder are muddying the poll
waters. Though AAP had fared
poorly in the last parliamentary
elections, it created political
tremors by winning five of nine

›

THe Congress govt
set up a commission
and appointed police
officers to create evidence.
If they have it, they
should put us in jail.
HARSIMRAT BADAL, SAD nominee

›

Parkash Singh Badal
is the dad of Punjab
politics. What do you think
he is apologising for? He
knows there is anger
among Sikhs.
AMRINDER SINGH RAJA WARRING,
Congress candidate

assembly segments that fall in
Bathinda Lok Sabha constituency in the 2017 assembly polls.
The Congress and SAD got just
two each. Plagued by ceaseless
infighting, the rookie party is
now in tatters.
The three — Warring, Harsimrat and Khaira — are claiming
to have the support of the majority of those who voted for AAP in
2017. Of the five AAP MLAs,
Mansa legislator Nazar Singh
Manshahia and Maur MLA
Jagdev Kamalu rebelled and
backed Khaira last year, but the
former has switched sides to the
Congress and resigned from the
assembly. The AAP pitchforked
Baljinder, sitting MLA from Talwandi Sabo, into the contest to
counter Khaira, but her campaign has been lackluster so far.
Both are being seen as splitters of
anti-Akali votes, but Khaira dismisses this as a bid to confuse the
voters. He is toiling hard to pose
a serious challenge.
PANTHIC ISSUES
DOMINATE CAMPAIGN
The desecration of Guru Granth
Sahib and the subsequent police
firing on Sikh protesters during
the Akali government in 2015
dominate the poll narrative in

BATHINDA
many parts of the constituency.
Both Warring and Khaira have
been railing against the Badals
to tap into anger among the
Sikhs on sacrilege incidents.
Calling Akali Dal patriarch
Badal, who led the SAD-BJP government, ‘panth da doshi’, Warring says he and Sukhbir will get
their comeuppance for playing
with religious sentiments of
Sikhs. “Badal is the dad of Punjab politics.Whatdo you think he
is apologising for? He knows
there is anger among Sikhs,” he
says.
Similarly, Khaira feels the
sacrilege and the KotkapuraBehbal Kalan police firing have
sealed the fate of Akalis. “It is a
hot issue. People also want an
answer from the Congress on
what they have done to punish
the perpetrators,” he says.
Harsimrat, however, dismisses all these accusations as
“phandi prachar” (false propaganda) by the Congress government for political gains. “The
Congress has been in power for
two-and-a-half years. They have
set up a commission and
appointed police officers to create evidence. If they have evidence, they should put us in jail
or stop their misinformation
campaign,” she says in her
speeches before lashing out at
the Congress for the 1984 antiSikh riots and protecting those
who led the violence and Operation Bluestar. The slanging
match seems set to intensify with
the Dhian Singh Mand-led Bargari Insaaf Morcha taking out a
march in the constituency on
Wednesday.
PAST PERFORMANCE VS
DEVELOPMENT PROMISE
The Akali nominee is counting
on her people connect and development such as AIIMS, better
roads, drinking water facilities,
etc undertaken in the constituency during her stints when her
party was also in power in the
state. “I not only brought the
administrative machinery at
their doorsteps to ensure that all
their grievances were taken care
of, but unprecedented development was also undertaken in

Will subsidise farmers for
MSP value cut if Centre
fails to act, says Amarinder
Vishal Rambani
n

rambani@hindustantimes.com

SAMANA (PATIALA) :Chief minister
AmarinderSinghonWednesday
said the state government will
compensate the farmers if the
Centre does not meet their
demand for withdrawal of value
cut on the minimum support
price (MSP) in the procurement
of wheat due to damage to crops
by unseasonal rain.
ThiscametwodaysafterAmarinder announced to advance
paddy sowing from June 20 to
June13.TheFoodCorporationof
India (FCI) has imposed a cut of
₹4.60 per quintal if the loss of
grain lustre is above 10 percent,
even as the farmers have been
opposing the move.
Talkingtomediapersonsafter
addressing a rally at Samana in
supportofhiswifeandCongress’
Patiala candidate Preneet Kaur,
the CM said he would ensure the
farmersarenotpenalisedorburdened for no fault of theirs.
“The BJP-led government at
the Centre has been meting out
step-motherlytreatmentto Punjab’s farmers in a bid to undermine the Congress government
inthestate,”saidAmarinder,citingtheCentre’sdecisiontodivert
gunnybagstoHaryanaandimposition of value cut on MSPfor the
wheat procured under the
relaxedspecificationsinthestate
duringtherabiseasonin2019-20.
He said despite his repeated
requests,includingthelettershe
wrote to Prime Minister NarendraModion theissue,the Centre
has failed to respond so far.
Earlier,addressingthegathering, the CM slammed Modi over
his remarks on former PM late
Rajiv Gandhi and his bid to take
creditfortheachievementsofthe
armedforces. Preneet described
demonetisationastheharbinger
of misery to the common man.
“TheModigovernment’spolicies
have been anti-people. People
should vote out the BJP in their
own interest and the interest of
the nation,” she said.

ACTORS ARE JUST
SHOWPIECES: CM
CM Amarinder also took a dig at

n

Chief minister Amarinder Singh addressing a rally at Samana in
Patiala district on Wednesday as his wife and Congress’ Patiala
candidate Preneet Kaur looks on.
BHARAT BHUSHAN

SUKHBIR GEN DYER 2: WARRING
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SARDULGARH : Congress’
Bathinda candidate Amrinder Singh Raja Warring on
Wednesday called Akali
Dal president Sukhbir
Badal as ‘General Dyer-2’
for ordering police firing on
anti-sacrilege protestors in
Behbal Kalan and Kotkapura.
Addressing a rally in the
presence of chief minister
Amarinder Singh in Mansa

the BJP for picking Sunny Deol
andotheractorsasitscandidates
to portray them as symbols of its
nationalist agenda in the elections. He slammed Deol for his
ignorance about the Balakot airstrikes.“Thisshowsthecalibreof
the people the BJP is seeking to
impose on the people of India.
While Modi is taking credit for
Balakot,thisman(Deol)doesnot
even know what actually happened there,” he said.

district, Warring said,
“They covered up the crime
to save the guilty cops,” he
said, saying those voting for
the Akalis would become a
part of the sacrilege too.
Amarinder said the firings could not have taken
place without the permission of then CM Parkash
Singh Badal, with a warning to Badal that investigations into the cases will be
completed soon and those
found guilty would be not
spared.

›

While Modi is taking
credit for Balakot, this
man (Sunny Deol) does not
even know what actually
happened there. This
shows the calibre of the
people BJP is pitching.
AMARINDER SINGH, CM

Know the constituency
KEY CONTESTANTS
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, 52, Shiromani Akali
Dal : The two-time MP from Bathinda is Union
food processing industries minister in the
Narendra Modi-led NDA government. She is
the daughter-in-law of Akali patriarch Parkash
Singh Badal and wife of SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal.
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring, 41,
Congress : A two-time MLA from Gidderbaha
and a former president of the Indian Youth
Congress, he was hailed as a ‘giant killer’ after
he routed present finance minister Manpreet
Singh Badal in 2012. Warring has ended Badals’
domination in the segment.

n

SAD candidate Harsimrat Kaur Badal addressing a gathering in Talwandi Sabo.

Sukhpal Singh Khaira, 54, Punjab Ekta
Party : The two-time MLA from Bholath in
Kapurthala district had led the revolt against
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal after being removed
from the post of leader of opposition last year.
He is leading a six-party coalition, projecting it
as the third alternative.
Baljinder Kaur, 33, Aam Aadmi Party : A
first-time MLA from Talwandi Sabo, she is the
party’s state women wing chief. Though the
AAP initially decided not to field sitting MLAs,
it had a rethink and named her against Khaira.
Kaur is married to AAP’s Majha youth wing
president Sukhraj Singh Bal.

HT PHOTO

TOTAL VOTERS:

16,21,671

FEMALE:

7,60,264

MALE:

8,61,387
n

entire area. What has the Congress done?” she says, reeling off
a long of list of lofty promises
such as total farm loan waiver,
jobs, unemployment allowance
and free mobile phones made by
the Congress that remain unfulfilled. Both Khaira and Baljinder
have also been hitting out at the
Congress government over its
unkept election promises, but
Warring blames it on ‘khaali
khajana’ (empty coffers). “Our
government waived farm loans
of 8.5 lakh farmers, enhanced
‘shagun’ amount and hiked pensions. People know we are better
than Akalis and we will keep our
word. We still have more than
two years,” he says before making a few more promises.

Capt govt, media
spreading rumours
about AAP: Arora
HT Correspondent
n

TRANSGENDER: 20

Congress nominee Amrinder Singh Raja Warring in Mansa district.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com
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RESULTS OF LAST THREE LS ELECTIONS
2014: Harsimrat (SAD) defeated Manpreet Badal by 19,395 votes
2009: Harsimrat beat Raninder Singh (Congress) by 1.2 lakh
votes
2004: Paramjit Kaur Gulshan (SAD) defeated Kaushalya Chaman
Bhaura (CPI) by 62,642 votes

ASSEMBLY
SEGMENTS

n

Punjab Ekta Party chief Sukhpal Singh Khaira during a roadshow
in Mansa.
HT PHOTO

Bathinda

PUNJAB

AAP: 5* (Bathinda Rural,
Talwandi Sabo, Maur,
Bhucho Mandi (sc)
Mansa and Budhlada)
Bathinda Urban
Congress: 2 (Bathinda
Bathinda
Urban, Bhucho Mandi)
Bathinda
Rural (SC)
Lambi
Talwandi Sabo
SAD: 2 (Lambi, Sardulgarh)
Budhlada
*(Mansa MLA joined the
(SC)
Congress on April 25 and
Sardulgarh
resigned from assembly)

CAMPAIGNTRAIL

SUNIL JAKHAR

Modi, not Sunny Deol, ‘Border’ hero
for Hindus; Sikhs divided over Jakhar
Sukhdeep Kaur

SANGRUR: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)statecampaigncommittee
chiefAmanAroraonWednesday
alleged that chief minister Amarinder Singh and the ruling Congress have “murdered democratic values in the state by purchasingandspreadingrumours”
about AAP MLAs.
“AAPisunitedandifanyMLA
quits the party, he will be a traitor,”Arorasaidwhileaddressing
a press conference along with
leader of opposition in state
assembly Harpal Singh Cheema
at the election office of party’s
Sangrur candidate Bhagwant
Mann.
Releasing a three-page open
letter addressed to the people of
Punjab and signed by party’s 11
MLAs, including Principal
Budhram,HarpalSinghCheema,
Sarvjit Kaur Manuke, Aman
Arora, Kultar Singh Sandhwan,
Jai Kishan Rori, Baljinder Kaur,
Meet Hayer, Manjit Singh Bilaspur, Rupinder Kaur Ruby and
Kulwant Singh Pandori, Arora
saidtheywillnotleavethe party.
“Some baseless rumours are
being reported in a section of
mediathatmoreAAPMLAsmay
join the Congress,butwe wantto
makeitclearthatnooneofuswill
quit the party. If any one goes, he
should be considered to have
been purchased,” he said.
“TheCongressandSADhavea
one-point agenda – to defeat the
AAP in the Lok Sabha elections,
by hook or crook. However, we
appeal to the media that they
should report facts instead of
rumours,” he added.
The AAP leader said that
through their open letter, they
wanted to reach out to the people
of the state and apprise them of
the efforts of “those at the helms
of affairs to deviate AAP from its
chartered mission by spreading
unfoundedand rumours,todecimate the party by hatching conspiracies against it”.

CLAIMS UNITY IN PARTY
BY RELEASING PUBLIC
LETTER, SIGNED BY 11
MLAS, ADDRESSED TO
PEOPLE OF PUNJAB

n

sukhdeep.kaur@hindustantimes.com

GURDASPUR:Intheheatanddustof

aprestigebattlebetweentheCongress and the BJP, communal
lines are getting blurred and
redrawninthisconstituencybordering Pakistan. In urban seats
with sizeable Hindu population,
the drift of the community’s vote
isdiscerniblytowardsthesaffron
party.
In the 2017 assembly polls, the
local trading community had
sided with the Congress as an
expression of its anger over
demonetisationunderthewatch
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. In the October Lok Sabha
bypoll the same year after death
offour-timeBJPMP,actorVinod
Khanna, the saffron party failed
to regain the support of Hindus
who were disenchanted over
introductionofthegoodsandservices tax (GST). That propelled
the Punjab Congress chief Sunil
Jakhar to a resounding win.
Despitebeinganoutsider,hehad
ledinallnineassemblysegments
– six of them Hindu-dominated.
But in the summer of 2019,
Modi’sBalakotairstrikesareresonating inGurdaspur.It isModi,
not reel hero Sunny Deol, who is
therealheroontheground.Inthe
predominantly-Hindu town of
Pathankot,Jakharstartshisday
by visiting Parshuram Jayanti
celebrations on Tuesday, with
Congress MLA Amit Vij.
Jakhar gets a warm welcome
at the Brahmin Samaj’s mandir
on Shahpur Chowk but voters
inside remain non-committal,
whileHindushopkeepersoutside
openly pledge their support to
the BJP.
“Look at this gali (street). Has
the Captain Amarinder Singh
government done anything to
improveit?WevotedfortheCongressinthebypollduetoGST,but
itdoesnotmatteranymore,”says
JitenderMohanVig,astationery
shop owner.
Jakhar’s next touchdown is
again a religious place 40-km
away–BrahminSamajmandirin
Gurdaspur. Here local Congress
MLA Brindermeet Singh Pahra
takes over. He points to the newly-built Parshuram Chowk,
claiming credit for fulfilling this

n

Congress candidate from Gurdaspur seat, Sunil Jakhar, at a temple in Pathankot during his campaign
on Tuesday.
ANIL DAYAL/HT

DRIFT OF HINDU VOTE,
ANTI-INCUMBENCY
AGAINST AMARINDER
SINGH GOVT CONGRESS’
MAIN WORRY
long-pendingdemandofthecommunity.
But a few yards awayfrom the
chowk, what matters for Renu
Vohra, who owns a wholesale
medicine shop, is that Modi
silenced Pakistan with the Balakot airstrikes. “Pakistan will no
longer dare India with threat of
being a nuclear-armed nation.
Also, we want a stable government at the Centre,” she says.
In Batala, the long-rusted
industrialtown,theHindusentiment is also playing out against
theCongress.Thisassemblysegment,withanevenly-poisedpopulation of the Sikhs and the Hindus, elected the Congress’s Ashwani Sekhri in 2012 and Lakhbir
Singh Lodhinangal of the ShiromaniAkaliDalin2017.Buttheire
against Sekhri is still palpable.
“Sekhri cannot drive to his own
home due to broken roads. The
plight of our town remains the
same,nomatterwho wins,” rues
24-year-old shopkeeper Sahil
Mahajan.
So what will decide his vote?
“Balakot” is Sahil’s instant
answer. Then, he explains his

logic, bringing in the two highprofile terror attacks that Gurdaspur has seen in the recent
years: “Had the Congress-led
Centre given a befitting reply to
PakistanaftertheMumbaiterror
strike,PathankotandDinanagar
would not have happened. This
voteisforourborderheroModi.”
TheCongressistryingtocounter the Balakot narrative by
invoking the dangers of BJP’s
“war-mongering” against Pakistan. It particularly reminds the
Sikhvotersofthreattotheirlivelihoods and the Kartarpur
corridor.
“Modi told Pakistan that
India’s nuclear weapons are not
for Diwali. With him, you will
also have threat of war looming
over you,” says Jakhar in his
election meetings in rural areas.
He doesn’t forget to dovetail
theCongresstrumpcardonminimumincomeguaranteescheme.
“Modi claims to be son of a poor
man but his heart beats for the
rich. It is only the Congress that
willgivethepoornyay(justice),”
he says.
The Hindu vote matters in
Sujanpur, Bhoa and Dinanagar
too. The entry of Deol, a Jat Sikh,
has also divided the community
votes, mainly due to intense
groupism in the Congress. However,invillagesdominatedbyJat
Sikhs and Mazhabi Sikhs,
Jakhar’sHindutagdoesnotmatter.Hispromisesdo.Hearinghim

speak at Dhadiala Natt village in
Fatehgarh Churian, the Sikh
famers vouch for him. But some
like Malook Singh, 75, turn back
to ask others: “Will they give Rs
6,000amonthnow?Captain(chief
minister)promisedRs1,500asold
agepension,butIstillgetRs750.”
Onlyafewownlandinthisvillage with a substantial population of Mazhabi Sikhs. For the
landless, jobs matter. Jakhar
remindsyouthofModi’spromise
tocreate2.5crorejobsandsays33
lakh government posts are still
lying vacant, which Congress
president Rahul Gandhi has
pledged to fill. But youth joke
about the Amarinder Singh government’s promise of ‘ghar ghar
rozgar’beforethe2017polls.“We
are all jobless, even as graduates,” says 23-year-old Yadwinder Singh.
Ashebattlesanti-incumbency
against his own government,
Jakhar’sbestbettowintheseatis
hisloyalbrigadeofministersand
MLAs. They have their task cut
out with Amarinder’s ‘performor-perish’ message. Each MLA
hasdonetheHindu-Sikhmathin
his seat.
“There are 114 villages in my
constituency with 1 lakh votes.
Thereare55,000urbanvoters.Of
them,40,000willvote.Wewillstill
get a good lead,” Pahra says. In
poll times, politicians make it a
pointtosoundgung-go,nomatter
what the ground reality.
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PSEB pass percentage goes up to 85.56
28% JUMP Minister says school education upgrade helped in improving results significantly;
PSEB chairman Kalohia cites posting 350 teachers to border districts, model test papers
Shailee Dogra
n

RESULTS AT A GLANCE

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : Of the 3.17 lakh students

who took the Class 10 board
exam held by the Punjab School
Education Board this year, 85.5%
passed, an improvement of 28%
from last year’s 57.5%.
“The students were given
model test papers and the teachers ensured practice which
helped improve the results,”
PSEB chairman Manohar Kant
Kalohia told reporters here on
Wednesday.
The border districts too have
shown improvement.“About350
teachers were posted in the border and remote areas. This paid
off,” he said.
With 91.2% pass percentage,
Pathankot improved its performance from last year’s
52.95%. The pass percentage in
Mansa was 91% and in Fatehgarh Sahib, 89.7% students
cleared the exam.
“No grace marks were given.
Credit marks in social studies,
Hindi and math were given,”
Kalohia said.
State education minister OP
Soni said the education department had upgraded the standard
of school education, resulting in
higher pass percentage. He said
teachers, principals .
“In the beginning of this session, four zones were set up in
the state and consistent monitoring was done at the school, block
and district levels in which district education officers played a

In PSEB Class 10 exam this year, girls have outshone
boys while the students from rural areas have
outclassed the urban pass percentage
TOTAL STUDENTS
WHO APPEARED

Passed

3.17 lakh

Reappear

Pass
percentage

Pass percentage
girls

Pass percentage
boys

81.3%

85.56% 90.63%
Urban students

Rural students

83.38%

86.67%

TOP 5 DISTRICTS

2.71 lakh
35,615

Cheating
cases

40

PASS PERCENTAGE

Pathankot
Mansa
Fatehgarh Sahib
Faridkot
Muktsar

91.2%
91.17%
89.71%
89.7%
88.95%

BOTTOM 5 DISTRICTS
Tarn Taran
Ferozepur
Ludhiana
Fazilka
Jalandhar
key role. Special classes were
held for weak students. Surprise
checks were also conducted,” he

74.26%
80.02%
82.97%
84.2%
84.69%
said. Of the 336 students in the
merit list, 91 are from Ludhiana
district. Only one student in the

n

Minister OP Soni

list is from Tarn Taran and seven
are from Mohali. The pass percentage of Ludhiana,however,is
82.97%, and it is among five districts with lower pass percentage.
Girls outperformed boys this
year as well. The pass percentage of the girls is 90.6%, while for
boys, it is 81.3% .
RURAL STUDENTS
DO BETTER
The pass percentage of the rural
students is 86.6%, while that of
their urban counterparts is
83.3%. The pass percentage of
government schools is 88.2%, of
aided schools is 70.4% and of
affiliated/Adarsh Schools is
86.9%.
The PSEB issued two lists of
toppers, one for academics and
the other for sports.
The board had given benefit of
15 and 25 marks to students playing at state and national level
competitions.
The maximum number of students failed in English, still
struggling with the second
language.

C U S T O D I A L D E AT H

Four cops among 10
booked after family
blocks road for 4 hrs
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Apprehended for elop-

ingwithagirl,a20-year-oldyouth
has allegedly died in the police
custodyonWednesday.Hisbody
was found from fields near the
police post Issru of Khanna
where he was detained. The victim’sfamily,whohasaccusedthe
police for murdering the youth
and throwing away the body,
blocked traffic in protest on the
Khanna-Malerkotla road for
atleast four hours.
Only after the police lodged a
murder case against four police
personnel–includingpolicepost
inchargeASIKaramjitSinghand
kin of the girl – did the family lift
the protest. The deceased has
been identified as Gurwinder
SinghaliasGoldyofVillageIssru.
Family members also allege
that the cops had demanded Rs
50,000for releasingGoldy. Gurjit
Singh, brother of the deceased,
said that Goldy was having an
affair with a girl of same village.
The couple had eloped on May 5,
but they were traced to Manji
Sahib on May 6.
The police sent the girl with
her parents, but apprehended
Goldy. Gurjit added that, on
Wednesday, when they went to
the police post for Goldy’s
release, the cops said he had fled
from police custody. After sometime, Goldy’s dead body was
recovered from a field.
The family staged a protest at
Khanna-Malerkotla road by laying the body on the road and
shouted slogans against the
police.
On being informed, superintendent of police (SP, detective)
JasvirSinghanddeputysuperintendent of police (DSP) Deepak
Rai, inspector Baljinder Singh
Bathreachedthespotandtriedto
pacify the protestors, but to no
avail. But they lifted the protest
only after an FIR was lodged

DIFFERENT
STAND
Gurjit said the cops have been
giving different statements
about Goldy’s death. He
alleged that Munshi had said
that Goldy had escaped after
pushing a cop, while another
cop said that Goldy ran away
on the pretext of going to the
toilet. A third cop said Goldy
escaped when he assigned
him the task of cleaning the
verandah. Gurjit said it clearly
indicated that the cops at
Issru post have murdered his
brother in collusion with kin
of girl.

AUDIO CLIP
GOES VIRAL
An audio clip, in which Munshi
of police post Issru, can be
heard asking an expert to
delete the CCTV recording
during the incident, has gone
viral. It is suspected the CCTVs
installed at the Issru police
post has evidence of alleged
atrocities of cops perpetrated
on the youth. The deleted the
entire recording to destroy
the evidence.

againstthecopsandthefamilyof
the girl.
The police have booked ASI
KaramjitSingh,inchrageatpolice
postIssru,ASIHarbhajanSingh,
head constable Jaswant Singh
and Punjab home guard jawan
AvtarSingh,besidesthekinofgirl
–includingSatnamSingh,RajinderSinghBillu,Ghogi,Sharanjit
Singh,HoneyandTotaunderIPC
sections 302, 148 and 506.
Senior superintendent of
policeGursharandeepSinghsaid
the police will take appropriate action after investigating
the matter.

AC C U S AT I O N A G A I N S T J U D G E

HC issues notice to 5
acquitted persons in
Muktsar rape case
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: ThePunjabandHaryana high court, on Wednesday,
issued a notice to acquitted persons in a rape case for July 8, on
the petition of a woman from
Muktsar , who, on Tuesday, had
accused lawyers and a sitting
high court judge of influencing
the trial.
The case was registered in
Muktsar in 2011 and the five
accused persons were acquitted
in 2018. The high court bench of
justiceJaswantSinghandjustice
AK Tyagi also summoned
records of the case on the plea of
woman. It was on Tuesday, the
high court bench of chief justice
KrishnaMurariandjusticeArun

PallihadtakenupthePILfiledby
a woman seeking transfer of her
case to this bench, alleging delay
in deciding the case and seeking
quashing of the trial courtorder.
However, the public interest
litigation was dismissed on
Wednesdaybythebenchterming
it non-maintenable as it found
that the PIL involved her ‘personal interests’ only.
InthePIL,thewomanhadalso
alleged that a sitting HC judge
andsomelawyershadpressured
the lower court for the acquittal
of the accused because one of the
them was a relative of a sitting
judge of the high court. Senior
advocate,SDSharma,appearing
for one of the acquitted persons,
was allowed to withdraw from
the case.
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election2019
EC ORDERS
SHIFTING OF
AMBALA ADGP

POLLDIARY
Woes of poor candidates’ guards
AMRITSAR: It’s an amusing
sight indeed, to see a man on
a bicycle being followed by
his security guard on a
motorcycle, but such is the
situation in the Amritsar
constituency, with some
independent candidates
belonging to the labour
class. More than the candidates, it is their guards, who
are sweating it out in the

CHANDIGARH: The Election Com-

n

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP Lok Sabha candidates Sanjay Bhatia (extreme left), Rattan Lal Kataria and Nayab Saini (R) at a rally
HT PHOTO
in Kurukshetra on Wednesday.

Cong,itsallieshavegiven
uptheirfight,saysModi
POLL PLANK Prime Minister says BJP govt gave a free hand to army, thereby
giving clear message to neighbouring country that India won’t tolerate terrorism
Bhaskar Mukherjee
and Neeraj Mohan
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

HISAR/KURUKSHETRA : Stating that
theBharatiyaJanataParty(BJP)
isconfidentofanotherwin,Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi,
who was in Haryanaon Wednesday, said that after five phases of
election, it was clear the Congress-ledoppositionhadgivenup
its fight.
Addressing a Vijay Sankalp
rally in Fatehabad, the PM said
the BJP government gave a free
handtotheArmy,therebygiving
aclearmessagetotheneighbours
that India won’t tolerate terrorism. “Before 2014, the nation
faced frequent terrorist attacks
but the Congress government
only issued statements and did
nothing. It was the BJP government that did work on ground,”
hesaid,adding,“Notevenasingle
leader of Congress or other parties stated what they will do for
the security of the country.”
ThePMalsotookontheKarnataka CM, for his purported statementsagainstthearmy.“TheCM

›

Before 2014, the
nation faced frequent
terrorist attacks but
the then Congress
government did nothing.
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

said only those youths, who are
notabletoearntwosquaremeals
a day, join the army. This shows
the attitude of the Congress government towards the army.”
ModifurthersaidtheCongress
government allocated only ₹500
croreforOneRank,OnePension
(OROP) scheme. “It was the BJP
thatprovided₹35,000croreforthe
OROP scheme,” he added.
Raking up the issue of 1984
anti-Sikh riots, he said the processtojailingthoseinvolvedinthe
riots has been started.
Former deputy chief minister
of Punjab and Shiromani Akali
Dal president, Sukhbir Singh
Badal, who was also present at
therally,said,“AstheCMofGujarat, Narendra Modi developed

the state and as a prime minister
he is developing India. It was
Gandhi family that was saving
SajjanKumar;hegotthepunishment for what he did.”
BJP state president Subhash
Barala, Union steel minister
Birender Singh, state finance
minister Capt Abhimanyu BJP
MLA from Uchana Prem Lata,
MLA Hisar Kamal Gupta, SAD
MLA from Kalanwali Balkor
Singh and both candidates from
Hisar and Sirsa Lok Sabha Brijendra Singh and Sunita Duggal
also addressed during the rally.
‘OPPOSITION CALLING
ME NAMES’
Later in Kurukshetra, where he
was accompanied by the party’s
candidates from Kurkshetra,
KarnalandAmbala,thePMtried
to counter the criticism he was
facing for calling former prime
minister Late Rajiv Gandhi
“Brashtachari No 1”.
Listingoutaseriesof“abuses”
hurled at him by the Congress
fromwhathecalledistheparty’s
“love dictionary”, Modi said,
“The Congress leaders have

calledmeHitler,Mussolini,Lahu
Purush, MostStupidPM.Others
calledmeindecent,scorpionand
Jawanokekhoonkadalal.Rahul
Gandhi claims that he only has
love for me but in the veil of love,
the Congress leaders have
directed hatred at me.”
ON SAMJHAUTA
BLASTS ACCUSED
He continuedhis attack on oppositionpartiesstating,“Theysend
people to jails if someone chants
Jai Shri Ram.”
CitingtheSamjhautaExpress
blasts case, he accused the Congress of putting a terrorist tag on
Hindus.
Without mentioning Swami
Aseemanand, who was key
accused in the case and was
recently acquitted by the Panchkula court, Modi said, “Due to
Congress’ Hinduterrorlie, innocent people were kept in jail for
years, But this lie gave a safe exit
to the real terrorists.”Modi also
hit out at the Congress led governments for not preventing
India’s share of water from flowing into Pakistan.

mission (EC) on Wednesday
ordered that additional director
general of police (ADGP,
Ambala Range), RC Mishra be
shifted. EC officials said Mishra
was ordered to be shifted as he
had served for three years in
Ambala district and a complaint
in this regard was received.
As per EC policy, no officer
connected directly with the elections shall be allowed to continue in the present district of
posting if the officer is in his
home district and if he has completed three years in that district during the last four years
or would be completing three
years on or before May 31,
2019.
The EC also asked the chief
secretary to explain how the IPS
officer was allowed to continue
serving in Ambala district for
over three years in violation of
its instructions.
The state government in its
response to the EC had said
that Mishra’s case did not qualify the three-year condition as
he was appointed as ADGP
(Ambala Range) on February 22,
2017.
The EC, however, did not
agree with the view and ordered
HTC
Mishra’s transfer.

extreme heat and are struggling to get meals, money
for fuel for their own vehicles or even a room to stay.
While ShamLal Gandhiwadi, 36, earns only Rs 300400 a day, Mahinder Pal
Singh, 77, is a local rickshaw
puller, who can barely
afford to feed their guards,
but it is worse for guards
who have health issues.

Capt meets
ex-fauji chum,
gets nostalgic

Badal scion
inaugurates
SAD office

BATHINDA: During his stay at

FARIDKOT: Anantbir Badal,

Bathinda, CM came across
Captain Mall Singh of ‘Charlie company’ of the Indian
army.Bothwerefrom2Sikhs
regiment and fought against
Pakistan in 1965 war. Amarinder recalls how Captain
Mall Singh suffered nearly
half-a-dozen bullet injuries
but remained in high spirits.
The CM spared time from his
hectic schedule of election
campaigning to meet his old
pal in Bathinda. Amarinder
fought from ‘Delta company’
of 2 Sikhs against Pakistan.

grandsonofformerchiefministerParkashSinghBadal,on
Wednesday,inauguratedthe
election office of Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) in Gidderbaha and Doda village. The
publicwereveryeagertotake
a look at Anantbir and took
selfies with him. “Earlier
Parkash Singh Badal began
hispoliticalcareerfrom here
bycontestingassemblypolls,
itisgoodomenthatAnanthas
alsovisitedGidderbaha.This
is the start of his political
career,” said SAD workers.

barboftheday

›

AAP leader
Bhagwant Mann is
an out and out liar with
zero value for any party.
AMARINDER SINGH,
Punjab chief minister

Sunny, the
crowd-puller
CHANDIGARH : ‘Gadar’ actor
Sunny Deol, who has taken
Gurdaspur from where he is
theBJPcandidatebystorm,is
in great demand across the
state.
His party is getting
requests from candidates of
alliance partner Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) to send him
for roadshows in their areas.
“There is a demand from
youth in my constituency to
bring Sunny for campaigning.IhaverequestedtheBJP,
but am still to hear from
them,” two-time Bathinda
MP Harsimrat Kaur
Badal.

INPUTS: SARBMEET SINGH, VISHAL JOSHI, MANDEEP NARULA, NAVNEET SHARMA, IANS

‘Nehru-Gandhi clan failed to end poverty’
Aneesha Sareen Kumar
n

area andassuredthem thattheir
grievances will be addressed.

aneesha.sareen@htlive.com

KHANNA: Union minister for road
transport and highways, shipping and water resources Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday said the
Nehru-Gandhi clan had been
makingtallpromisesoneradication of poverty, but never delivered.
“When Jawaharlal Nehru
became the first prime minister,
hepromisedtoeradicatepoverty.
The same promise was made by
his daughter Indira Gandhi, the
grandmother of current Congress president Rahul Gandhi,”
Gadkarisaidwhilecampaigning
for Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
candidatefromFatehgarhSahib,
DarbaraSinghGuru.“Thelegacy
followedandIndiraGandhi’sson,
Rajiv Gandhi, who also became
PM, promised to eradicate poverty.AfterthatRajiv’swifeSonia
Gandhi made Manmohan Singh
the PM who also made a similar
promise,” he said.

n

Union minister Nitin Gadkari addressing an election meeting in
Khanna on Wednesday as SAD’s Fatehgarh Sahib candidate
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Darbara Singh Guru (right) looks on.

“Now, Rahul Gandhi is also
promising that he will free the
people of the country from poverty. He is promising to do what
his ancestors could not.” says
Gadkari. Stating that the entire
nation is now well-connected
through a network of highways,
he promised the local residents
that the long-pending demand of

an elevated road in Khanna will
be met and the Khanna-Samrala
roadwillberepaired,iftheBJPis
voted to power again.
Speaking on the occasion,
Guru said, “I have served as an
IASofficerfor35yearsinPunjab.
Iknowhowtoworkandgetworks
done.” Gadkarialsohadaninteraction with industrialists of the

‘WILL STOP WATER
FLOWING INTO PAK’
Addressingapressconferencein
Amritsar earlier intheday,Gadkari reiterated that the government will stop India’s share of
waterflowingintoPakistan,ifthe
neighbouring country does not
end supporting terror groups.
“We have already started a
study into the matter. The water
which will be stopped from flowing into Pakistan will be given to
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan,” he added.
MODI, SMRITI IRANI TO
CAMPAIGN IN LUDHIANA
Meanwhile,SADcandidatefrom
Ludhiana Maheshinder SIngh
GrewalsaidPrimeMinisterNarendraModiwilladdressarallyin
LudhianaonMay16.Also,Union
textilesministerSmritiIraniwill
campaigninthecityonMay15,he
added.

HOTSEAT

SONEPAT

Hooda, his protege and a Chautala test poll waters
TRIANGULAR CONTEST The two Jat candidates — former CM
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and Digvijay Chautala — are eyeing a lion’s
share in over 6.70 lakh strong Jat vote bank while Kaushik, a Brahmin,
hopes to grab a major chunk of about 1.50 lakh Brahmin votes

Know the constituency
KEY CONTESTANTS
Ramesh Kaushik, 62, BJP: A turncoat, he was
a part of the Congress regime when Bhupinder
Singh Hooda was the chief minister. The sitting
MP was initially reluctant to contest this time
but found the conditions to his liking following
the Balakot air strike.
Digvijay Chautala, 28, JJP: Brother of Hisar
MP, Dushyant Chautala and son of former MP,
Ajay Chautala, he is probably the most vocal JJP
leader around. The youngster made quite an
impression during Jind assembly bypoll,
finishing runners-up.

Hitender Rao
n

hrao@hindustantimes.com

SONEPAT: A former chief minister,

a turncoat and a rebel scion
makes for an exciting triangular
contest for the Sonepat Parliamentary constituency.
It may look like a change of
political turf for two-time chief
minister, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, a four time MP from the
adjacent Rohtak constituency.
But he looks at home in a constituency encompassing both
Deswali and Bangar regions of
the state. Once Hooda’s underling, sitting MP Ramesh
Kaushik, had switched sides to
quit Congress and contest as a
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate in 2014. He was reluctant to contest this time but
showed a renewed interest after
Balakot air strikes.
The third contestant, Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) leader,
Digvijay Chautala’s claim to
fame has been his very respectable debut loss in Jind byelection
where he unexpectedly finished
runners up behind the winning
BJP candidate. And he has
decided to enter an uncharted
territory, hoping to do a la Jind.
THE ELECTORAL
CONTEST
On paper, the two Jat candidates— Hooda and Chautala—
are expected to fight for a share
of over 6.70 lakh Jat votes while
Kaushik, a Brahmin, can hope to
corner a major share of about
1.50 lakh Brahmin votes. However, the actual contest may turn
out to be totally different. Five
out of the nine assembly segments in this constituency are
held by Hooda loyalists, an
important factor in determining
the pull of the candidate. The JJP
candidate, Digvijay Chautala, is

n

n

JJP candidate Digvijay Chautala at Mallikpur village in Safidon assembly segment of Sonepat.

Congress candidate Bhupinder Singh Hooda campaigning in
Julana assembly segment in Sonepat.

heavily banking on the three
assembly segments falling in
Jind district. Chautala did well,
finishing runners up in the
recent Jind byelection. The BJP
candidate relies heavily on the
urban electorate in Sonepat and
Jind assembly segments to prop
up his prospects.
ISSUES AT HAND
Sitting BJP MP, Ramesh
Kaushik frequently talks about
the air strikes, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s success in gettingWingCommanderAbhinandan back from Pakistan and the
need to have a strong Centre,
during poll canvassing.
“While Modi is immersed in
desh bhakti, the Congress is
striking a discordant note. For
the sake of our country, Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi is the
most suitable for the job,” he tells
a motley crew at Mukinpur village in Rai assembly segment.
Kaushik, who was a part of the
Congress government from 2005
to 2009 under Hooda and served
as chief parliamentary secretary, is quick to credit the BJP
government for its efforts to
increase the income of farmers,
introducing Ayushman Bharat

healthinsuranceschemeandthe
Ujjawala scheme.
Then he launches a subtle
attack on his former boss and
brands him an outsider. “People
of Sonepat need someone from
Sonepat, not from Rohtak.
Hooda is an outsider and people
of Sonepat never vote for outsiders, ” the BJP candidate says at
Chauhan Joshi village.
JJP’s Digvijay, who is aggressively campaigning in Jind district, too attacks the former chief
minister, though on a different a
ground. “Remember if Hooda
wins here, the chaudhar
(authority) will go to Rohtak and
if I triumph, then it will come to
Jind. Dushyant has already
announced that Jind will be
made the capital of Haryana the
day we come to power. You will
be the master of your fate.Hooda
aapke kya kaam aayega, woh
tohRohtakwalon ka hai.Dushyant aapke kaam aayega,” Digvijay tells a gathering of Sikhs at
Malikpur village in Safidon
assembly segment.
“When Hooda sahib has to
ultimately contest the assembly
election from Kiloim why is he
taking the Sonepat Lok Sabha
route. He just wants to show his

Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 71, Congress:
Two-time chief minister, he is the most
prominent contesting candidate of the party.
Hooda holds tremendous sway in the Deswali
belt of Rohtak, Jhajjar and Sonepat and enjoys
the support of majority of 17 MLAs in the state
assembly.

TOTAL VOTERS:

15.92 lakh

Female:

7.26 lakh

Male:

8.66 lakh
Transgenders: 27

RESULTS OF LAST THREE LS ELECTIONS:

n

BJP candidate Ramesh Chander Kaushik at Mukinpur village in Rai segment.

strength. Actually, he is the one
responsible for the backwardness of Sonepat and Jind districts,” he tells the gathering at
Nimanabad.
Hooda, who too is concentrating on Jind district lately, says
that BJP regimes, both at the
Centre and in Haryana, had left
the peasantry in agony. “Taking
credit for the valour of the
defence forces is all they can
speak about now,” he says. The
former chief minister says that
the JJP, like the INLD, will fold
up after May 23 when the poll
results will be out.

CASTE FACTOR
The JJP nominee is dismissive
about the possibility of caste
equations deciding the outcome
of polls. “I don’t think that caste
polarisation is a factor here. See,
I got 18,000 votes in Jind town
during the Jind bypoll which
proves that I got urban votes.
Had there been caste polarisation, I would have won the bypoll
merely on the strength of over
50,000 Jat votes,” says Digvijay
Chautala.
BJP’s Ramesh Kaushik says
that those who do not have any
accomplishments try to play

PHOTOS: KESHAV SINGH/HT

caste politics. “People can see
through their designs. Haryana
was burnt over Jat reservation
and the issue was politicised.
The BJP government at the Centre gave 10% reservation on economic basis to every caste without anyone batting an eyelid. We
are not using it for electoral
gains,” Kaushik says. Hooda
feels that since he had worked
for the progress of each section of
the society, the “polarisation
plank” of the BJP would not
work. “The BJP has nothing to
list as positives. So let them play
the caste games,” he says.

2014: BJP’s Ramesh Kaushik defeated Jagbir Malik of the
Congress by 78,000 votes.
2009: Jitender Malik of Congress defeated Kishen Singh
Sangwan of BJP by 1.60 lakh votes.
2004: Kishen Singh Sangwan of BJP defeated Dharampal Malik
of Congress by 7,500 votes.

ASSEMBLY STATUS

Sonepat

HARYANA

Congress: 5 (Ganaur:
Kuldeep Sharma, Rai: Jai Tirth
Dahiya, Gohana: Jagbir Malik,
Kharkhauda (reserved):
Safidon
Jaiveer Balmiki, Baroda:
Jind
Sri Kishan Hooda)
Julana Sonepat
BJP: 2 (Sonepat: Kavita
Jain, Jind: Krishan Middha)
Baroda
INLD: 1 (Julana: Parminder
Dhull)
Independent: 1 (Safidon:
Jasbir Deswal)

Gohana

Ganaur

Sonipat
Kharkhonda (SC)

Rai
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Daduwal, Mand join Vote for BJP if you want a strong govt: Rajnath
hands to hold march
against Badals
GURURGAM: Union home minister

UNITED WE STAND Protesters march from Bargari to Badal
village, raising the slogan ‘Badal bhajao, Punjab bachao’

n

n

Union home minister Rajnath Singh and BJP candidate from
Gurgaon parliamentary seat Rao Inderjit Singh at a rally in Bhondsi
on Wednesday.
YOGENDRA KUMAR/HT PHOTO

was aimed at engaging with the
people of the community. “This is
an important national election
and I request people to vote for

the BJP candidate as he is an honest person who has worked tirelessly for this region,” said Singh.
He also said that the people of

Gurgaon should vote this time to
strengthen the “hands of PM Narendra Modi.”
Earlier, Singh thanked the
people who stayed back for the
rally despite him getting late for
over two hours. Around four to
five thousand people from
Bhondsi and villages around it
were present in the rally.
Pointed to some of the BJP-led
government’s schemes, the
Union minister said that the government built 1.25 crore homes
under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), and issued 13.5
crore gas connections under
Ujjwala scheme. He said that
highways are being built at the
rate of 30km per day and over 95%
homes had got toilets during the
BJP rule. “If you want a strong
and stable government, then you

must vote for Inderjit Singh, who
is a 24-carat person,” he asserted.
Later in the evening at a public
meeting, chief minister Manohar
Lal Khattar exhorted the people
of Gurugram to ensure maximum voting in favour of the BJP
candidate. He was speaking at
New Colony in the heart of old
Gurugram in front of a largely
Punjabi population. “This election is not an ordinary election. It
is being fought to strengthen the
country and on the issues of
nationalism, integrity and sovereignty of India,” said Khattar.
This government has improved
the infrastructure in Gurgaon
through several projects and
helped improve the people’s lives,
he said, adding transparent jobs
and end to corruption was eviHTC
dent in the state.

Supporters of parallel jathedars Dhian Singh Mand and Baljit Singh Daduwal during a protest outside
SANJEEV KUMAR/HT
the residence of former CM Parkash Singh Badal in Badal village on Wednesday.

Parteek Singh Mahal
n

Rajnath Singh on Wednesday
said that if the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) comes back to power,
then it will make the sedition law
more stringent so that anti-national activities are curbed and
those who think of indulging in
such things have fear of the law.
Singh was addressing an election
rally in Bhondsi near Gurugram
city where he asked the people to
vote for Rao Inderjit Singh, BJP
candidate from Gurgaon Lok
Sabha constituency.
“The opposition wants to
please those people who want to
break the country by doing away
with the anti-sedition law, but we
will never allow it to happen,” he
said. Bhondsi area has a large
number of Rajput voters and
party members said Singh’s rally

parteek.singh@htlive.com

FARIDKOT/BADAL(MUKTSAR):Despite

differences between them, parallel jathedars Dhian Singh Mand
and Baljit Singh Daduwal on
Wednesday joined hands to
oppose the Badal family in the
Lok Sabha elections and took out
a protest march to the Badal village in Muktsar district.
The two Sikh leaders along
with hundreds of supporters
gathered at a gurudwara in Bargari and led a protest march with
the slogan ‘Badal bhajao, Punjab
bachao’.
Holding the Badals responsible for sacrilege incidents in Punjab, they appealed people not to
vote for the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD).They said that Badal’ have
betrayed the Sikh community.
“We have gathered here to oust
them from the top positions.
Their true place is behind bars.”
However, the differences that
arose between the two parallel
jathedars over ending the Insaf
Morcha at Bargari did not seem to
be over as they refrained from
standing side by side at Bargari.
After the Insaaf Morcha was
lifted, Daduwal has remained

absent from most of the meetings
and events of the morcha.
“Those who have committed
grievous crimes against the Sikh
community are again in the fray
to get back power. The Panth has
already declared Parkash Singh
Badal and his family guilty,” said
Mand. He added, “The Badal family must be wiped out and to
ensure this, we will ask the Sikhs
not to even give them a single
vote. After this, we will take out
another march to Sukhbir
Badal’s (Ferozepur) constituency
from Mudki to Jalalabad on May
14.”
Daduwal said, ““Sikhs elected
Badals as their representatives,
but they got involved in anti-Sikh
activities.”
SCUFFLE BETWEEN
DADUWAL, KHOSA
SUPPORTERS
As the protest march reached
Badal village in the evening, a
scuffle was witnessed between
supporters of Daduwal and Surjit
Singh Khosa, president of Satkar
Committee.
Speaking to HT, Khosa said,
“Daduwal has betrayed the Panth
by concluding the Bargari morcha before it reached a logical

N A KO DA R K I L L I N G S

Give part 2 of report
to petitioner: HC
JALANDHAR : Punjab and Haryana

high court have ordered the home
department of the Punjab government to make available the second part of the Justice Gurnam
Singh Commission report into
the killings of four Sikh youth in
Nakodar in 1986 to the petitioner.
“Justice Mahabir Singh
Sindhu directed the state on
Wednesday to provide related
documents before the next hearing scheduled for July 11,” said
counsel advocate, Hari Chand

Arora. The petition was filed by
Baldev Singh Littran, father of
one of the youths.
In 1986, four Sikh youths protesting against the Guru Granth
Sahib sacrilege—Ravinder Singh
Littran, Baldhir Singh Ramgarh,
Jhilman Singh Gorsian and Harminder Singh Chaluper—were
killed in police firing in Nakodar.
The then Alkali government
had set up a commission to probe
the killings but the report was
neither made public.
HTC

conclusion, which had hurt sentiments of the Sikhs. So people
don’t want to listen to Daduwal.
As Gurdip Bathinda was concluding the march, supporters of Daduwal attacked my supporters,
leaving many injured.
However, Daduwal said,
“Nothing much has happened.
Some persons indulged in cheap
tactics during the protest for
gaining popularity.”
Addressing the protesters,
both Daduwal and Mand urged
people to teach Badals a lesson as
they are responsible for sacrilege
of Guru Granth. “We are united
against Badals, irrespective of
our personal differences,” said
Daduwal.
SAD SEEKS ACTION
AGAINST POLICE
Meanwhile, the SAD) requested
the Election Commission (EC) to
direct the Punjab government to
take strict action against the
Muktsar district police for “abetting the gherao of the Badal residence.
Submitting a complaint in this
regard, SAD senior vice-president Dr Daljit Singh Cheema
asked the EC to get the entire incident probed.

8KG OPIUM,
3KG POPPY
SEIZED, 3 HELD
JALANDHAR : Eight kilograms of
opium, three kilograms of poppy,
₹2.5 lakh drug money, a truck and
a car were recovered from Paragpur on Wednesday. The accused
are Gurmeet Singh, 47, of Sohal
Jagir village, Ashani Kumar, 48,
of Mehatpur and Joga Singh ,40,
of Jalandhar. Police said Gurmeet brought opium and poppy
from Rajasthan with Joga Singh.
Ashani, a trader got opium from
truck drivers.A case was filed
under NDPS Act.
HTC
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Valley man wanted for
killing seven people
arrested after 23 yrs
SADRAKOOT MASSACRE Accused Wali Mohammad Mir
had worked in counter-insurgency operations in 1990s
Ashiq Hussain
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir Police on Wednesday
claimed to have arrested a murder suspect who had been
absconding for 23 years.
He was allegedly involved in
the murder of seven people from
four families, including two
women, on October 5, 1996 in
Sadrakoot area of north Kashmir’s Bandipora district.
“The accused, Wali Mohammad Mir, had been evading arrest
for the last 23 years. He was
arrested from village Barwala
Kangan,” said Rahul Malik, Bandipora senior superintendent of
police (SSP).
The JK Coalition of Civil Society, a rights body, alleged Mir and
main accused Rashid Billa had
worked for the state in the counter insurgency operations during
1990s.

CIVIL SERVANT-TURNEDPOLITICIAN SHAH
FAESAL SAID MIR WAS A
“DREADED RENEGADE”
Mir and other accused were
allegedly angry with the villagers
for not voting for the Awami
League candidate, backed by progovernment counter-insurgency
group Ikhwan-ul-Muslimeen, in
the 1996 assembly elections.
The league was floated by Ikhwan commander Mohammad
Yusuf Parray alias Kuka Parray,
who emerged winner from Hajin
in Bandipora. Parray was subsequently killed in a landmine blast
in 2003.
In April 2017, Billa was also
killed after unknown gunmen
suspected to be militants barged
into his home and opened fire.
Civil servant-turned-politi-

cian Shah Faesal said Mir was a
“dreaded renegade” and punishing him would give Kashmir a
sense of justice. “ Kashmir will
get a sense of justice when all
state and non-state actors who
committed HR violations are
punished.” Faesal, who served as
deputy commissioner of Bandipora, tweeted.
In 2016, the properties of all
three accused were sealed on the
directions of court after they had
been declared proclaimed offenders. Mir was arrested after the
police, acting on a tip-off, raided a
specified location at Barwala village of Kangan. “The accused
(Mir) is involved in the murder of
seven persons (five men and two
women) and injuring other five
persons of village Saderkoot
Bala. Several warrants were
issued by district and sessions
judge, Bandipora, but accused
was hiding at some unknown
location till now,” the SSP said.

H I N DUSTAN T I MES , C H A ND I G A R H
T H URS DAY, M AY 0 9 , 2 0 1 9

Puri has failed to
implement
development
schemes: Dhaliwal
candidate Hardeep Puri, AAP
candidate Kuldip Singh Dhaliwal
on Wednesday said Union minister and BJP candidate Hardeep
Puri had failed to implement the
development policies sanctioned
by the department of housing and
urban affairs, which is his own
department.
Addressing a press conference, Dhaliwal said, “In Modi’s
regime, his own ministers have
failed to implement the Centre’s
schemes. Puri’s tall claims hold
no substance as the schemes that
were to be implemented by his
department, including the Smart
City scheme,Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, Swachh Bharat
Scheme and Urban Transport
Yojana, were not implemented in
the city.” “The BJP government
had displayed advertisements of
their over-hyped policies of providing housing to the poor families, near the party’s office but the
truth is that the government
uprooted the houses of 1,000 families to beautify the routes leading
to Durgiana Temple,” said Dhaliwal, adding that a list should be
made which should comprise all
the names of the victims. HTC

‘Bribe’ to scribes: Omar,
Mehbooba demand action

SRINAGAR: Unidentified gunmen

HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: National Conference

vice-president Omar Abdullah
and Peoples Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mufti on
Wednesday said action must be
taken in the alleged attempt by
BJP leaders to bribe journalists at
Leh in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ladakh region.
“In light of the CCTV footage
purported to show BJP leaders
attempting to bribe journalists in
Leh, I’m retweeting my original
tweet with the letter of complaint
by the Press Club Leh. Action

must follow,” Abdullah said in a
tweet. “This is the CCTV footage
of the alleged bribery attempt.
Kudos to the journalists in Leh,
their integrity & honesty is a
shining example for their fellow
journalists,” he said in another
tweet. He was reacting to the
CCTV footage in which BJP leaders, including party’s state president Ravindra Raina, could be
seen distributing envelopes
among journalists.
Later, some members of Leh
press club lodged a police complaint against Raina and BJP
leader Vikram Randhawa for
“violating the model code of con-

duct and attempt to bribe mediapersons of Ladakh”.
An inquiry, ordered by Leh
district election officer Anvy Lavasa, found allegations to be prima
facie true. Mehbooba Mufti also
made a scathing attack on the
BJP for attempt to bribe journalists. “If a Congress/TMC/BSP/
SP leader was caught trying to
pay off media with such solid evidence, media would’ve gone hammer & tongs about it. Why the
radio silence & no hashtags? Glad
to know that some have the guts
to refuse. Proud of Avny Lavasa
who put them in their place,” she
tweeted.

38 HCS officers
promoted to IAS
HT Correspondent
n

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Union ministry

AMRITSAR: Firing salvos at BJP’s

2 CIVILIANS SHOT
AT IN J&K’S
SHOPIAN
shot and critically injured two
persons on Wednesday in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Shopian
district.
Locals said the gunmen fired
at two persons identified as
Muzaffar Ahmad and Irfan
Ahmad in Zainapora area.
“Both were shifted in a critical
condition to the hospital. The
area has been surrounded for
searches,” a police source said.
Reports from the area said the
two ran a chemist shop in Zainapora area.
No militant group has claimed
responsibility for the attack.HTC

MEGA NATI TO RAISE VOTER AWARENESS

n

About 5,250 women, in traditional costumes, performed ‘Mega Nati’—a popular folk dance form—
ANI PHOTO
during a voters awareness programme in Kullu on Wednesday.

HC disapproves of
Hry’s pre-condition
for release of
water to Delhi

North India reels
under intense heat;
hottest day in Jammu
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court

n

on Wednesday disapproved of
Haryana’s “conduct” of asking
the Delhi government to withdraw its pleas for protecting
water supply from the state as a
pre-condition for considering
release of water to the city.
The Delhi government
claimed that in the upper
Yamuna River Board meeting of
April 18, Haryana had asked it to
first withdraw all cases on the
water issue from the courts here
and then it will consider release
of water to Delhi. Taking note of
the averment, a bench of Chief
Justice Rajendra Menon and Justice AJ Bhambhani, said: “Your
(Haryana’s) conduct is reflected
in the minutes of meeting. Why
did you ask for withdrawal of the
plea?” The bench made it clear
there should be no disruption or
reduction in the amount of water
being supplied to the national
capital in accordance with an
undertaking given by Haryana
before the court in December
2014. Haryana has to release 719
cusecs per day into Munak canal
here and 330 cusecs per day in
PTI
Delhi Sub Branch Canal.

NEW DELHI: Several parts of north
India continued to reel under
scorching heat Wednesday with
Jammu recording its season’s
hottest day at over 40° C, according to the Meteorological Department.
Heat wave was observed at
isolated places in west Rajasthan
where Sri Ganganagar became
the hottest place at a maximum
of 45.6° C. Churu, known for its
extreme weather conditions,
recorded a maximum of 44.5° C,
becoming the second hottest
place in the state.
The weather remained dry in
the desert state even as Met officials warned that heat wave conditions would likely occur at isolated places in west Rajasthan
during the next 48 hours.
Jammu, the winter capital of
Jammu and Kashmir, for the
first time this season, crossed the
40° C. The maximum temperature recorded in Jammu was
40.1° C-- 3.3 notches above the
normal during this time of the
season, a Met Department official said.

letterschd@hindustantimes.com
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He said the minimum temperature in the city also continued
its upward trend and settled at
25.5° C, which is 2.5 degrees
above the normal.
Residents of the national capital continued to reel under sweltering conditions with the mercury crossing the 43-degrees
mark in some parts of the city.
The India Meteorological
Department said heat wave conditions are very likely to prevail
over some parts of the state on
May 9 and May 10.
It also warned that thunderstorm accompanied with gusty
winds (40 to 50 kmph) and lightning are very likely to occur at
isolated places over Telangana.
Several parts of Himachal
Pradesh reeled under scorching
heat with Una recording a high
of 41° C, the highest temperature
in the Himalayan state.
The maximum temperatures
have increased by one to two
degrees Celsius in the state during the last 24 hours, Shimla centre MeT director Manmohan
Singh said. The maximum temperature was 37.7 ° C in Bilaspur,
36.4° C in Hamirpur, 35.5° C in
Chamba and 32.5° C in Solan.

of personnel on Monday
appointed 38 Haryana Civil Service (HCS) officers to the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) by
way of promotion.
An order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) said that officers have
been promoted to the IAS on the
basis of the vacancies determined
by the Central government in
consultation with the Haryana
government for the select lists of
seven years from 2012 to 2018.
The promoted officers from
2012 select list are: Amarjit Singh
Mann, Sujan Singh, Ashok
Kumar Garg, Pradeep Godara,
RS Verma, Monica Malik, Jaibir
Singh Arya, Maheshwar
Sharma, Girish Arora, Mukesh
Ahuja. From the 2013 select list,
the promoted officers are: Ajay
Malik, KK Kalson, Rajesh Jogpal,
Jitender Kumar-I, Hema
Sharma. The officers from the
2014 select list are: Mukul Kumar,
Naresh Kumar, Anju Chaudhary, Mahavir Kaushik and Yash
Pal. From 2015 select list, the promoted officers are: Yashendra
Singh, Narhari Banger, Rajiv
Mehta, Pradeep Kumar-I.
The officers from 2016 select
list are: Dharmendra Singh, Ritu
and Dharamvir Singh while
those from the 2017 select list are:
Ram Kumar Singh, Sushil Sarwan, Manoj Kumar, Shakti
Singh, Mandeep Kaur, Pratima
Chaudhary, Virender Dahiya,
The officers from 2018 select
list are: Mahavir Singh, Jagdish
Sharma, Lalit Kumar and Virender Lather.

22-yr-old stabbed
to death in J&K,
husband arrested
JAMMU: A man has been arrested

for stabbing his wife to death over
suspicion of infidelity in Jammu,
police said on Wednesday.
The accused has been identified as Vijay Gill alias Tota, of
Preet Nagar in Gandhi Nagar
area, who stabbed his wife
Sheetal, 22, to death outside a
Gym at Bahu Plaza area around
here on Tuesday night, police
said.
“Soon after the murder, police
apprehended the accused. During questioning, he admitted to
the crime and said he
murdered his wife for being disloyal to him,” said Jammu SSP
Tejinder Singh.
HTC

COURT NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES
WE, GURJANT Singh Jhajj S/o
Malkeet Singh and Charanjit Kaur
Jhajj W/o Gurjant Singh Jhajj R/o
Vill: Doburji Teh-Payal (Ludhiana)
declare that our daughter Avnit
Kaur Jhajj ( Lives in Newziland) is
out of our control. So we, disown
with her from moveable/immoveable property. If anybody dealing
with her at his/her own risk.

I VIJAY Kumar S/o Kamar Singh R/o
H.No. 22-23, Bhagya Homes, Jain
Nagar, Rahon Road, Ludhiana have
changed my name to Vijay Thakur.

I, PRABHJOT Kaur D/o Nirbhai
Singh, Banbhauri (Malerkotla), have
changed my name to Prabhjot Kaur
Sohi.

I, RAIMA Dawesar D/o Varinder
Kumar & Nidhi Pabby R/o # 603,
E-14, GH-79, Sector-20, Panchkula
have changed my name to Raima
Batra for all purposes.

I, RAJWINDER Singh Bajwa S/o
Harbhajan Singh, Vill. Chhokran Teh
Malerkotla, Sangrur, changed my
name to Rajwinder Singh.

I PARVEEN Lata W/o Vijay Thakur

A

AB

WANTED - Sales & Marketing ( 3 No.s)
for Solar EPC Co. at (Mohali/
Panchkula/ Ludhiana) Salary upto
20000/- PM(Male or Female) Call:
7015420175

PUBLIC NOTICES
I, MOHINDERJIT Kaur Alias
Mohinderjeet Kaur W/o Mewa Singh
R/o #32, Part 1, Village Seh, Tehsil
Samrala District Ludhiana (Punjab)
declare that Mohinderjit Kaur Alias
Mohinderjeet Kaur is one and the
same person.

R/o H.No. 22-23, Bhagya Homes, Jain
Nagar, Rahon Road, Ludhiana have
changed my name to Shalu after my
marriage.

I SAPNA Modgil W/o Sanjeev Kumar
R/o H.No. 421 Master Tara Singh
Nagar Jalandhar, Punjab India have
changed my name from Sapna to
Sapna Modgil. All concerned may
note.

I ANU Sehgal W/o Chander Pal R/o
67, St. No. 2, Sunil Park, Barwal
Road, Rajguru Nagar, Ludhiana have
changed my name to Jyoti Vohra
after my marriage.

I BHAGWAN Dass R/O #2178 2ndfloor sector-35C Chandigarh
changing my name from Bhaghwan
Das to Bhagwan Dass
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CAMPAIGNTRAIL

JAI RAM THAKUR

Refreshing dip into childhood memories
Shiv Sethi
hildhood is a phase of
life that is both transient and transcendental. Though childhood
once spent can’t come back but
I often try to relive the bygone
days by recalling the way I’d
roll in the mud, ride the bicycle,
get drenched in the downpour
and relish stories from my
grandparents and parents.
I have vivid memories of
playing with paper boats in little water pools that would
swell with the rainwater. The
fact that nature would eventually take its course and that
our boats would sooner or
later become pulp did not
dampen our spirits. So much

LITMUS TEST CM grapples with anti-incumbency against BJP MP
Gaurav Bisht
Gaurav.Bisht @ hindustantimes.com

MANDI/CHHATRI/NIRMAND:

The
15-month old BJP government in
Himachal Pradesh faces its first
litmus test in the Lok Sabha elections. Chief minister Jai Ram
Thakur’s prestige is at stake as
his close aide and sitting MP from
Mandi Ramswaroop Sharma
grapples with the anti-incumbency factor .
The Congress ticket to former
Union minister Sukh Ram’s
grandson Aashray Sharma also
seems to have upset the saffron
party’s calculations.
Though crisscrossing the state
to campaign for polls on May 19,
Thakur, 54, has been throwing his
weight behind Ramswaroop and
spending a considerable amount
of time in Mandi.
The CM has been starting his
day early, gathering feedback
from key strategists.
One catches up with him at 8
am on Sunday, May 5, at the River
Bank Hotel in town, in earnest
conversation with Pawan Rana,
organisational secretary, and
Ram Singh, party general secretary in -charge of Mandi. He is
taking stock of the arrangements
for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s rally at Mandi on May 10.
Then he moves to Kagnidhar
helipad on the outskirts of the
town, chatting briefly with the
pilot of his helicopter, Captain
Manoj Gupta. “Can you tell me if a
bigger helicopter can land here?
There will be three choppers
accompanying the prime minister, ” he tells Gupta.
Once landing at the Shingla
helipad in Rampur, the strong
bastion of six-time chief minister
Virbhadra Singh, Thakur is met
by a crowd that does not seem
very enthusiastic about the VIP
visit. After meeting two party
leaders, Singhi Ram, Virbhadra’s
protégé who had recently joined
the BJP, and Prem Singh Draik,
retired civil servant, who has
contested the assembly polls
twice from Rampur Bushar, he
moves towards Nirmand. On the
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CM Jai Ram Thakur being welcomed by BJP workers in Mandi.

VITAL STATS
Vehicle: Toyota Fortuner
and four-seater helicopter
(flown by private operator
Heritage Aviations )
Sartorial Statement:.
Normally wears shirt,
trousers and sleeveless
jacket. Unlike other political
leaders Jai Ram is not
superstitious .
way he stops to greet BJP workers who wait for him with garlands.
At Nirmand, he gets a boisterous welcome. As women, wearing the dhattu (headscarf) watch,
he delivers a speech laden with
humor and sarcasm, leaning
heavily on the Balakot air strikes
and brand Modi. grapples with
the anti-incumbency
As he’s about to get into his
Toyota Fortuner, locals ask Thakur to inspect the site for a bus
stand and tell him they want a
taxi stand next to it. “Jee achcha
(okay)” he agrees.
A sombre mood descends on
the CM’s party heading towards
Rampur helipad as his security
officer Bhupinder Singh informs
him about the accident in which
five BJP workers have been
killed on Sunday at Bagah Chanogi village close to Kaduan, part
of his home constituency, the

HT

Seraj assembly segment. Thakur
issues directions to cancel an
election rally in the area and says
he will visit the site of the accident
and meet the bereaved families.
Returning to the helipad, Thakur
gets quick feedback from Anni
legislator Kishori Lal on the elections. “ Everything is okay , either
you fix a rally at Anni or arrange
for Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath’s visit. It’s your own personal image that creates an
impression on voters. Your rapport with STs matters more than
that of the Lok Sabha member,”
Thakur tells Kishori Lal, hinting
at the anti-incumbency against
Ramswaroop.
As the helicopter leaves for
Chhatri, also in Seraj, Thakur
puts on headphones and gives
flight directions to the pilot.
“They are new to the area, so I
play the navigator.” The terrain
is rough, he explains.
Just then Bhupinder reminds
him to have lunch. It’s simple,
just bottle gourd and chappatis.
“Mandi is a vast constituency and
time is running out before the
polls. I hardly get time to eat,”
says the CM. At Chhatri, Thakur
is greeted by locals. Women in
large numbers have turned out to
see him. Some schoolchildren are
excited to see the helicopter. This
is his home segment so Thakur
attempts to strike a chord with
the crowds, addressing them in
the local dialect. This is his 89th
election rally.

07

spiceoflife

Jai Ram feels pulse
C
of Mandi voters
n

region

hindustantimes

H INDU STAN T I MES , C HA ND I G A RH
THU RS DAY, MAY 0 9, 2 0 1 9

JUST LIKE A BUTTERFLY
CAN’T GO BACK TO THE
COCOON, WE MUST
LEARN TO FLY TO THE
FUTURE ON WINGS
OF THE PRESENT
did we live in the moment that
eventuality and consequences
were of no significance. The
sense of wonder, awe and possibility permeated everywhere
and we learnt a great deal
about life and living by means
of those unsupervised jaunty
antics.
But seasons change and so
do we. Often, I yearn to bring
back those carefree days to my

niece. Perhaps in the heart of
hearts, I harbour a longing to
relive my childhood through
her. But the childhood I dream
of has got lost in the maze of
technological gadgets such as
video games, iPads, and the
million TV channels that
attract more than the craggy
outdoors. Or, so it seems.
The other day, my niece got
an assignment from school that
required her to make boats of
different material. The idea
was to test the child’s ability to
give free flow to her creativity.
Enthusiastically, I pounced at
the opportunity to fix the scattered images of my childhood.
But imagine my dismay as I
rolled and unrolled the paper
time and again just to find that

letterstoeditor
WAITING FOR
‘TAMASHA’ TO END
The election campaign has
touched a new low. From Day 1,
the word ‘chor’ has taken centrestage. There are allegations,
counter-allegations, half-truths
and absolute lies. It is a race to
outdo one another. Amid this
noise, the voter doesn’t understand why and what is happening. People’s real concerns are
lost amid this noise. Grace and
decency are lost in this din. You
can’t see any worthwhile debate
on any TV channel. As soon as
this tamasha ends, people will
heave a sigh of relief. Just take a
breath and bear with this torture
till April 23.
Dr Devinder Garg,
Chandigarh

EC SHOULD BE PROACTIVE
The Supreme Court has refused
to hear a petition regarding the
inaction of the Election Commission of India (ECI) over the
Congress’ complaints about
alleged violations of model code
of conduct by Prime Minister
Modi and BJP chief Amit Shah.
The apex court may hear the
merit of action taken on these
complaints in case a fresh petition is filed in this regard.
Action delayed against the poll
conduct violations is as good as
no action. Shouldn’t the ECI
itself, as a watchdog of the electoral process, keep a close vigil
on code violations, whatsoever
and by whomsoever and take a

I had forgotten the craft of making a paper boat! I began feeling
exasperated as my niece sat
expecting me to complete the
assignment.
But the technology I was
cursing a few minutes ago came
to my rescue. Browsing the
internet on my phone, I opened
YouTube and started looking
for a video to make a paper
boat. Soon, both of us were
floating paper boats in the bath
tub. We laughed and cheered as
memories flooded the evening.
Life throws us curve balls.
The marvels of daily life are
exciting and no one can plan
for the unexpected. I’ve come to
understand that these curve
balls are beautiful reminders of
the past and link it with the

present, giving us hope for a
better and beautiful future. I
realised that my quandary
was that I did not advocate
change though I loved it at the
same time.
How could this be possible?
Just like a butterfly can’t shed
its wings and go back to the
cocoon, similarly, our past
must stay in the times it
belongs and we should joyously
learn to fly to the future on the
wings of the present.
As philosopher Alan W
Watts said, “The only way to
make sense out of change is to
plunge into it, move with it and
join the dance.”
n

shiv_sethi@ymail.com

The writer is a Ferozepur-based
college lecturer

ramesh.vinayak@hindustantimes.com
timely and punitive action? .
HL Sharma, Amritsar

REJECT SANCTIONS
ON IRAN CRUDE OIL
This is with reference to the editorial ‘Cooperating with China on
oil imports has its limits’ (May 8).
Following the unilateral decision
of the US to end sanction waivers,
India stopped importing Iranian
crude oil from from May 2. Iran
has been one of India’s most preferred suppliers of crude oil at
lucrative terms. More worrying
is the likely negative impact
higher oil prices will have on
India’s current account deficit,
fiscal deficit and inflation. With
oil prices on an upward trajectory, the masses in India will soon
feel the pinch due to the import of
costlier crude. India must reject
these sanctions.
SK Khosla, Chandigarh

POLITICIANS MUST BEHAVE,
THE WORLD IS WATCHING
As the election campaign heads
towards a climax, statements
from political parties and members are turning murkier with
more personal attacks. Our leaders should be leading from the
front in an exemplary manner by
exhibiting unflinching integrity.
Youth look towards public representatives as role models and
their expectations should not be
belied. Political discourse must
stick to ethics and norms so that
there are no personal attacks or
use of abusive language. Allow

our democracy to remain
vibrant as the whole international community is watching
us. Campaigners and candidates
should realise they are competitors and not adversaries.
Subhash Vaid

OPENING THE
PANDORA’S BOX
The Supreme Court’s in-house
committee has done well to dispose of expeditiously the complaint of sexual harassment
against Chief Justice of India
(CJI) filed by a dismissed staffer.
But on deeper reflection, one is
inclined to believe that this complaint has opened a Pandora’s
box. The committee’s report has
neither been made public, nor its
copy was given to the complainant. Many more such questions
are contentious. Two lawyers —
Utsav Bains and ML Sharma —
have filed separate petitions
alleging conspiracy to defame
the CJI. Justice Patnaik (retd) is
heading a committee to enquire
into the allegations of conspiracy. Lawyers may give the case
many more twists. Indian citizens look at this scenario in awe
and grief.
Beant Singh Bedi, Mohali

MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS
PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE
To run an efficient and peoplefriendly government, all ministries at state and central level
play an important role. But the
most significant role is played by

heads of the municipal councils
and corporations. Be it the rich or
poor, everyone needs clean roads
and streets, regular water supply
and proper sewerage and street
lights. But no state government
pays attention to it. In the past,
the post of the head of the local
bodies was considered a very
important post. I quote from your
comment (May 8) that Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and
Rajendra Prasad started their
political careers as mayors of
Allahabad, Ahmedabad and
Patna respectively. This is a very
important lesson for the present
political leadership to follow.
Naresh Johar, Amritsar

NEED REALITY CHECK
ON EDUCATION
The results of CBSE and ICSE
have been declared and as usual
there is a deluge of high pitch
scores, and kudos to all those students. Now, these students will
begin to face the reality in professional entrance tests of various
streams. Many low scoring students will excel, while high scorers may not maintain the
momentum. This shows there is
something wrong with the teaching methods or exam patterns.
Cramming and flukes are
encouraged, while deep understanding is ignored. Despite
windfall scores, our employers
are facing dearth of suitable candidates in the market. It’s time
for introspection.
Niranjan Walia, Jalandhar

MAYAWATI’S PRIME
MINISTERIAL DREAM
Apropos the editorial ‘Aiming for
the top slot in 2019’ (May 8), Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati’s prime ministerial dream
can come true, only if she can get
together all parties opposed to the
BJP, especially the Congress.
Mayawati can be back in reckoning, even though she had reached
a dead end, after the desertion of
Grand Alliance by Nitish. With
her skill and capability to clinch
alliances, like the one with Ajit
Jogi in Chhatisgarh, she can lead
the Opposition to take on BJP in
2019. After the positive results of
BSP-SP alliance which defeated
BJP in the UP bylections, Mayawati seems to have realised that
no single party can win an election without an alliance.
Lal Singh

REJUVENATE
THE RED CROSS
The World Red Cross Day was
celebrated on May 8. The theme
for this year was – ‘What do you
love about Red Cross?’ Red Cross
is a symbol of service to humanity. The purpose of Red Cross is
to serve the poorest of the poor
through its branches. But it is
bureaucracy that controls the
branches in districts, where no
meeting of life members is called.
Such a humanitarian NGO is fast
losing its shine. Need of the hour
is to rejuvenate the organisation
of Red Cross from top to bottom.
Dr Ajay Bagga, Hoshiarpur
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election2019
‘ThiselectionwillbeIndia’sturningpoint’
2014. Would you agree that there has
been no progress there and that things
are maybe even worse? What do you
think needs to be done to address this?

HTINTERVIEW
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister

P

rime Minister Narendra
Modi took time off from his
busy campaign schedule
ahead of the last two phases
of the Lok Sabha elections to
address a wide range of issues in an
interview with Shishir Gupta and R
Sukumar. Modi, sanguine about winning a second term in office, began by
explaining the importance of the 2019
mandate. “The 2019 elections are special because it is the first time that
those born in the 21st century are voting. These youngsters are not burdened by the past, they are in pursuit
of a better future. These youngsters do
not want to be bogged down by dynastic shenanigans, they want a nation
where merit is recognised. They do not
want old-school caste politics, they
want a new age development agenda,”
the 68-year-old Prime Minister said.
Asked how he had changed since 2014,
when he led the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) to a majority on its own,
Modi replied: “My digestion powers
have increased. I can digest insults
more easily.” Edited excerpts:

Are you confident of coming back to
office?
Absolutely. From the first day. 26 May
2014.

What are the big issues in this election?
Three issues are there. One, development. Two, inclusive development.
Three, development in all directions.
In 2022, India will mark 75 years of
Independence. It is up to us to create
an India that will make our freedom
fighters proud.
The 2019 elections are special
because it is the first time that those
born in the 21st century are voting.
These youngsters are not burdened by
the past, they are in pursuit of a better
future. These youngsters do not want
to be bogged down by dynastic shenanigans, they want a nation where merit
is recognised. They do not want oldschool caste politics, they want a new
age development agenda.
Hence, in these elections, people
will vote for those who they feel can
build a better nation and lay the foundations of a strong and inclusive India.
People will see our exemplary track
record of 60 months, contrasting it
with inertia of those who got the
opportunity to rule for almost 60
years.

Do you think this is just an election being
fought on a pro- or anti-Modi platform?
People are weighing their options
based on track record, vision and
development work offered by various
parties.
For me, our work and our vision
ahead are the prime issues. The Opposition, which has a galaxy of PM aspirants but a total bankruptcy of vision,
plan and agenda, is taking to abusing
Modi, using caste and communal politics. Rest assured, people are going to
reject this Mahamilawat (grand adulteration) alliance.

What is your view on alliances? You have
called the opposition’s alliance a Mahamilawat but you also have one of your own.

›

One of Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s big contributions in India is two-camp poli-

tics. One camp led by the BJP, and the
other by the Congress. Alliances are
important to address regional aspirations. But you also need a government
with a clear majority at the Centre.
Our model is a majority government at the Centre, and a focus on
regional aspirations – that should be
evident from our record over the past
five years. The Congress party has a
different understanding of alliances.
Make Charan Singh PM; pull the
rug from under him. Make Chandrashekar-ji PM, then pull him down.
Make IK Gujral PM, then get him
down.

Why is the narrative of this election so
polarising — on both sides?
You have to understand that we are
not choosing a class monitor here. We
are deciding the direction this country
takes. We are deciding the future of 130
crore Indians, especially the 65% of the
population which is under the age of
35. A lot is at stake.
This is an election that will prove to
be the turning point in India’s rise in
the world. I am glad that this election
has brought out the differences
between the two sides clearly. Now,
the people of India will be able to make
a clear choice between the two ways of
looking at the country. Those who say
Family First or those who say India
First. Those who send love letters
when terror strikes or those who
answer terrorists in their own language. Those who stand with “tukdetukde” gang or those who stand with
the armed forces.
Those who stand to protect those
who are guilty of sedition or those who
live and die to protect and preserve
India’s integrity. Those who did dalali
(brokered) defence deals and weakened Indian defence or those who
proved India’s mettle even in space.
Those who made headlines for scams
after scams in every sector or those
who have ended the culture of scams.
Those who tried their best to besmirch
India’s 5,000-year-old civilisation or
those who stand for learning from
India’s glorious past to build a bright
future.
The choice is simple and clear.
Therefore, if you call such an election,
where the two sides have been clearly
identified on the positions they take on
vital issues, as polarised, then I would
say it is a good thing.

The quality of discourse in this election
seems to be falling. Mamata Banerjee
said your hands are drenched in blood.
You made your comment on Rajiv Gandhi
(called him Bhrashtachari No.1 or corrupt
person No. 1), and the Congress has
responded in equal measure. What’s
happening?
I can give you a list of what various
important people of the Congress,
including those of the family (the Nehru-Gandhi family) and people close to
the family have called me. I have been
called Duryodhan by Priyanka Gandhi, Aurangazeb by Sanjay Nirupam,
a Hindu terrorist by Deen Dayal
Bairwa, a Namard (impotent person)
by Narayan Rane.
Even in the past, I have been called
names. In 2016, Rahul Gandhi said I am
a Dalal (broker) in the blood of sol-

People are weighing their options based on track record, vision and
development work offered by various parties. For me, our work and our
vision ahead are the prime issues. The Opposition, which has a galaxy of PM
aspirants but a total bankruptcy of vision, plan and agenda is taking to abusing
Modi, using caste and communal politics.
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diers. In 2007, Sonia Gandhi called me
merchant of death. There’s more.
Many of these were targeted at a sitting Prime Minister.
So, if we are speaking of respect for
the post, then it’s the same respect for
everyone in that post – then it is true
for Deve Gowda-ji in Karnataka.
It is true for (former PM Manmohan
Singh) whose government’s order,
was torn in public (by Rahul Gandhi).
If you are speaking of respect for the
post, then what about former Andhra
CM Anjaiah-ji, a Dalit, who was humiliated in Hyderabad airport (by former
PM Rajiv Gandhi).
So anyone complaining now has to see
the whole thing in perspective. As far
as Mamata-ji is concerned, you should
decide, as a journalist, whether you
are fine with her tone and tenor of
speaking. Her language. Ask reporters
in Bengal whether such statements do
anything for the state.

In many parts of the country the contest
seems to have been reduced to a presidential one with the biggest factors being
the Modi effect. Doesn’t this erode the relevance and importance of MPs in a parliamentary system?
This whole election is on the basis of
performance, not perception. By performance, I mean the various schemes
of the government of India; and the
local MPs are involved in the implementation of these schemes locally at
the grass-root level.
To just say that in these elections,
there is just a name that is working,
that isn’t correct. Naam bhi chal raha
hai; kaam bhi chal raha hai (the name
is working, sure, but so is the work).

There is a school of thought that says your
party will not get more than 180 seats this
time.
Professors and teachers used to take
the syllabus and make a diary of it.
Every year the student would be new
but the teacher and the diary
(wouldn’t). The world will change but
they will teach from that. This is a similar section of people. They said the
same thing in 2014. They are saying the
same thing now.

Sceptical of Congress’s minimum
income scheme: NREGA architect
Kumar Uttam
n

kumar.uttam@hindustantimes.com

VAISHALI: Congress president

Rahul Gandhi’s promise of Nyay
has found an unlikely sceptic—
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal veteran
and former rural development
minister who delivered the
United Progressive Alliance’s
flagship rural job scheme.
Under Nyay, or Nyuntam Aay
Yojana, Gandhi has promised
₹72,000 per year to 20% of the
poorest of poor families having
an income of less than ₹12,000
per month, if a Congress-led alliance comes to power after the
ongoing general elections.
Singh, the architect of the
UPA’s Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
said that “money without work”
– which is what Nyay promises -defies the basic principles of economics. The MGNREGA, in contrast, guarantees 100 days of
wage-employment in a financial
year to a rural household whose
adult members volunteer to do
unskilled manual work.

“Money or other benefits
should be given only in return
for some work,” Singh said. “The
basic principle of economics
says you get paid for some job.”
The Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) has an alliance with the
Congress and three other parties
in Bihar.
Known for speaking his mind,
even to RJD boss Lalu Prasad,
Singh said the rural job scheme
was better than Nyay and, if he
got another chance in power, he
would press for certain amendments to existing MGNREGA
provisions.
“Labourers working on private farm land should also be
entitled to rural employment
guarantee benefits. I proposed
this when I was minister, but it
got stuck with the Planning
Commission,” he said. “Given
another opportunity in power, I
will ensure it sees the light of
day.”
In Delhi’s corridors of power,
Singh is known as the “right man
in the wrong party” -- a phrase
that was often used for former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

›

Money or other
benefits should be
given only in return for
some work.
RAGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH,
Former union minister

During the UPA regime,
Singh’s understanding of rural
issues had earned him many
admirers, including then Congress chief Sonia Gandhi. So
much so, that she wanted him to
continue as rural development
minister despite the RJD not
being a pre-poll ally in the 2009
Lok Sabha elections.
The list of ministers’ portfolios sent to then President Pratibha Patil in 2009 did not include
the rural development ministry,
which was kept vacant while the
Congress was negotiating
Singh’s entry into UPA-II with
Lalu Prasad. The problem: RJD
had four MPs but only one could
be a minister. And that had to be
the party’s chief Lalu Prasad.
“I could not have left the party
just to become member of parlia-

With the responses to Uri and Pulwama,
have we rewritten the escalation matrix
with Pakistan and called its nuclear bluff?
Do you think this will have the desired
long-term objective of preventing Pakistan from nurturing terror groups?
For a decade or so, the Indian government had tied its own hands as far as
Pakistan-backed terror was concerned. Pakistan kept mounting
attacks after attacks and there was no
cost imposed upon the perpetrators of
attacks. This gave terrorists and their
sponsors a kind of impunity that we
can do anything and get away.
First with the surgical strikes, and
now with the air strikes, we have sent
a message that there will now be significant costs to sponsoring terror. We
have also conveyed an unambiguous
message that no matter where the terrorists are, even if they are deep
within the Pakistani territory, they
are not safe and they are within our
reach. This is a significant change in
the way India deals with terror. Pakistan has also seen the world reaction
to our pre-emptive strikes. In future,
they will be aware that their strategy
of sponsoring terror against India will
be detrimental to their own existence.

Sure, but hasn’t this dialled things up? For
instance, the next time there is an attack,
doesn’t this put pressure on us to act?
So out of fear of that pressure, we
should do nothing?

The former PM, Manmohan Singh, said in
an interview with us that his government
conducted six surgical strikes. He added
that they didn’t use it for votes.
To the extent that I know of such
things – all army chiefs have said such
a thing has not happened on their
watch. What kind of surgical strike
was it? Who issued the orders? Or was
it a non-violent procession? Where are
the orders? These are the questions
they should be asked to answer. After
all, I wasn’t in charge then. I can only
say that we have not found any records
of this.

If you are re-elected you will inherit the
same Kashmir problem you faced in

Repolling in 168
polling stations in
West Tripura seat
HT Correspondent

ment or a minister,” Singh said.
Singh is the RJD candidate
from Vaishali this time, and is
supported by the grand alliance
of Opposition parties in Bihar.
Yadav and Muslims, who number 400,000 in this constituency,
form the main support base of
the RJD. Singh is pitted against
former BJP legislator Veena
Devi, whose husband is a Janata
Dal (United) legislator and a
local strongman. Veena Devi is
the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
candidate.
Singh is locked in a tight battle
with the LJP candidate for
upper-caste votes, which will
eventually decide whether the
socialist veteran returns to parliament or not.
There are about 400,000 Rajput and Bhumihar— two major
upper castes of Bihar — voters in
Vaishali. Agriculture minister
and senior BJP leader Radha
Mohan Singh claimed the upper
castes would remain with the
BJP.“Upper-caste voters will not
chose acandidatefrom the RJD,”
he claimed. “There is a long history of rivalry between the upper
castes and the RJD.”

n

We have to understand that the problem which media defines as the “Kashmir Problem” is a problem limited to
two-and-a-half districts. We have been
successful in confining the problems
to a limited area. This is also not a
problem that cropped up all of a sudden in 2014. Successive administrations have had to tackle the issue. The
problem in Kashmir is the match-fixing being done by a few families there,
who have taken the garb of conscience
keepers of the people there. These families play their part with great finesse.
In the process, people’s aspirations
have been long ignored.We are still
suffering from what Rajiv Gandhi and
JKNC {Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference} did in 1987. Has anybody
questioned the Gen Next of Congress
and JKNC about it?Those who preach
hate and separatism in the valley lead
comfortable lives themselves. Yet,
they misguide youngsters to take to
violence. Our work in Kashmir is to
care for {should be of}the citizens of
the state, not a few families. We have
done that with utmost diligence and
sincerity.
Jammu and Kashmir has got substantial modern physical and social
infrastructure in the last five years.
We want the youth to have books in
their hands, not bombs. We want the
youth of Kashmir to pursue their
dreams. And, I know that the state is
home to very talented youngsters who
can give so much to their own state and
the nation. The enabling environment
is what we are trying to provide.
We are inspired by Atal Ji’s vision of
Insaniyat, Jamhuriyat and Kashmiriyat {humanism, democracy and Kashmiri culture} and will continue working to fulfil the aspirations of the
state’s youth.

There is still a farm crisis on. Despite
higher minimum support prices (MSPs)
farmers struggle because not enough is
being procured. What’s the long-term
solution?
First of all, I wish to correct you on the
procurement part. We do not just
declare MSP at a minimum of 1.5 times
the cost, but we also buy more from the
farmers at MSP to ensure the MSP
hike actually benefits them. This is
where the difference really is, between
the UPA {United Progressive Alliance}
and us. During the five years from
2009-10 to 2013-14, under UPA, only
around 7 lakh MT of pulses and oilseeds were procured at MSP. During
2014-15 to 2018-19, under NDA,
{National Democratic Alliance} 94
lakh MT of pulses and oilseeds were
procured at MSP by us. This is almost
a 15-fold jump.
This apart, for the long-term welfare of our farmers, we have a stated
aim of doubling farmers’ income by
2022. Which other government
declared such an aim and ensured
accountability for itself?
We took the historic decision of
ensuring direct income support of
₹6,000 to small and marginal farmers
every year. Unlike the Congress, which
wrote in its 2004 and 2009 manifestos
that it will implement direct income
support to farmers and ignored it, we
announced it in February and in the
same month, farmers started receiving
the first instalment directly in their
bank accounts, without any middlemen
or delays. In our manifesto, we have
announced that we intend to extend this
scheme to all farmers.

Coming to the issue of jobs, without getting into a debate on data because there’s
no official data yet and like you said we
need new metrics to measure jobs created, it is clear that we need to create

more jobs, and more well paying jobs.
What will you do on this front?
In a rapidly changing and evolving
economy, we need a more robust
mechanism to measure the employment metrics across various sectors,
both in the traditional economy as well
as the new economic sectors. The new
mechanism needs to be able to measure jobs created by new age entrepreneurs as well. This is a mechanism
which is being evolved.
Job creation is happening and at a
healthy scale. How do I say this? There
is data in the public domain that provides enough evidence.
EPFO {Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation} and ESIC {Employees’
State Insurance Corporation} data
suggest that in the last one year we
have been adding almost 10 lakh jobs a
month, which is around 1.2 crore jobs a
year.
Seventeen crore have got loans
from Mudra Yojana without bank
guarantee. In that, 4.5 crore have
attained it in the very first time. And
each of them would have started something to earn money. They would have
employed one or two more people.
A survey by CII {Confederation of
Indian Industry} says that around 6
crore new jobs were created in the
MSME {micro, small, medium enterprises} sector in the last four years.
India is poised to become a $5 trillion
economy by 2030. The opportunities
that come with India’s economic expansion will directly benefit the bright and
young minds. The investments that we
have planned for the next five years,
coupled with such rapid growth, will
create ample job opportunities that will
be a mix of new age and traditional as
well as well-paying. And to ensure that
the young are able to make the most of
these opportunities, skilling and education reforms have been undertaken
simultaneously.

Are you happy with the progress of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST), which
seems to be stabilizing in terms of returns
every month? Do you think it can be made
more friendly. Also, irrespective of the
long-term impacts, both GST and demonetization hurt the MSMEs, even if only
temporarily. Many of them have been
forced to formalize. Was this part of your
plan? Don’t you think there was/is a risk
of losing political capital because of this?
The objective of GST was not merely
tax collection. The concept of “one
nation, one tax” has been implemented through GST. India’s biggest
strength lies in being an emerging big
market. This market has been unified
and various inefficiencies have been
removed. While implementing any
major reform some problems are natural and an alert system solves those
problems quickly.
Learning from our experiences of 21
months with GST, we are taking multiple steps towards making GST more
consumer friendly, trader friendly,
business friendly, manufacturerfriendly and service providerfriendly. If I also had kept thinking
about the risk of losing political capital, then what is the difference
between my government and previous
governments. Some steps need to
taken in national interest.

You have been CM of Gujarat for over a
decade. And you have been PM for five
years. What is the biggest challenge facing the country?
We have lots of opportunities, but we
don’t seem to mind if we miss them. It’s
almost as if it’s OK to miss these. We
have to now challenge ourselves to not
miss a single opportunity.

What’s the difference between the Modi
of 2014 and the Modi of 2019?
My digestion powers have increased. I
can digest insults more easily.

WRIT FILED BY CONG

SC dismisses case against
EC ‘inaction’ over PM, Shah

letters@hindustantimes.com

HT Correspondent
AGARTALA: Repollingin168polling

stations out of total 1,679 in West
Tripura constituency would be
conducted on May 12, said the
Election Commission of India .
According to an ECI letter
addressed to Tripura’s chief
electoral officer S Taranikanti,
thepollingin 168 pollingstations
were“void”andthat’swhy,fresh
polls in these polling stations
wouldbeheld. WestTripuraconstituency went to the Lok Sabha
polls on April 11. The opposition
CPMandCongressalleged booth
riggingreportedlybyrulingBJP
men and demanded fresh polls.
The Tripura unit of CPM on
Wednesdaysaidtheyhavemoved
the Supreme Court. The Congress, too, said it will move the
apex court. Left Front convenor
Bijan Dhar said CPM’s Tripura
West constituency candidate
Shankar Prasad Datta filed the
case against the Election Commission of India’s decision in the
apexcourt.BJPchief spokespersonAshokSinhasaid,“...Weobey
thisdecisionandwilltakepartin
the repoll.”

n
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

on Wednesday disposed of the
petition filed by Congress Member of Parliament Sushmita Dev
last month, where she had
alleged inaction by the Election
Commission on violations of the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
by Prime Minster Narendra
Modi and Bharatiya Janata
Party president Amit Shah.
A bench, led by Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi, said the
petition had become infructuous as the instances of purported violations, which dealt
with complaints of alleged hate
speech and usage of armed forces for political propaganda,
had been dealt with by the poll
body.
“The Commission has
decided rightly or wrongly the
pending complaints against the
Prime Minister and the BJP
President, the merits of the
orders can be challenged only
by filing a fresh petition,” the
bench said.

The court also refused to
entertain Congress’ complaint
against a string of clean chits
handed out by the EC to Modi
and Shah, saying it would not go
into these issues, unless they
are specifically challenged.
On Tuesday, Dev had filed an
affidavit alleging that the EC’s
decisions were arbitrary and
lacked transparency because it
had withheld the dissenting
note submitted by one of the
three commissioners examining the complaints.
Addressing Congress’ lawyer
Abhishek Manu Singhivi on
Wednesday, the bench said,
“Instead of filing an affidavit
you should have filed a petition
challenging the order of the
Election Commission.”
According to persons in the
know, who did not wish to be
named, election commissioner
Ashok Lavasa had differed with
the majority view in five different complaints of model code
violations against Modi and
Shah.
As the rules allow for the
order to be issued on the basis of

a majority, the PM and Shah
were given clean chits in all the
cases. HT had seen two of these
orders and there was no mention of a dissenting voice in
them.
“We don’t see how we can go
into the orders of the commission unless a specific challenge
is made,” the order by the bench
of Justice Gogoi and Justice
Deepak Gupta, stated.
“Our writ petition had technically served its purpose,
because all 11 complaints were
decided only due to the writ and
had not decided earlier for
weeks. The SC on May 6 had
allowed us to file affidavit by
today which we did. The court
has now asked us to file a fresh
writ and grants us the liberty to
do so. Though we believe technicality should not override substance, we have liberty and may
file a fresh writ,” Singhvi said.
Dev had approached the SC
on April 29, accusing the poll
panel of inaction on complaints
against Modi and Shah. Soon
after that the EC fast-tracked
action on pending complaints.
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CENTRE
CHALLENGES HC
VERDICT ON
PUDUCHERRY L-G
NEW DELHI: The Centre Wednesday approached the SC challenging the verdict of Madras High
Court which held that Puducherry
Lieutenant Governor Kiran Bedi
“cannot interfere” in the day-today affairs of the elected government of the Union Territory. The
matter was mentioned for urgent
listing before bench comprising
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Deepak by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta. “

Four of a family killed as
car falls into gorge in Pauri
PAURI: Four people, including a
father and his two children, were
killed when their car fell into a
deep gorge in Uttarakhand’s Pauri
district, police said on Wednesday.
The incident occurred late on
Tuesday when vehicle fell into
150-feet-deep gorge near
Badethkhal on Lakshman JhulaSilogi Dwarikhal motor road. He
said, all four occupants of car,
Deshbandhu Negi (60), his
daughter Komal (11), son Abhinav
(7) and a relative Kuldip Rawat
(42), died on spot. Police learnt
about accident on Wednesday
morning when villagers spotted
the car’s wreckage in the gorge
and reported it to authorities,
he said.

Human error may have
led to Aero India crash

HAWK COLLISION Probe reveals jets were flying in incorrect formation, hinting at pilot error
Rahul Singh
n

rahul.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A human error may

have caused the mid-air collision
of two planes rehearsing for an
aerobatic show near Bengaluru’s
Yelahanka Air Force Base in February, according to two Indian
Air Force (IAF) officials familiar
with an ongoing investigation
into the crash.
One pilot was killed while the
two others were injured in the
crash of two Hawk advanced jet
trainers of the Surya Kiran Aerobatic Display Team.
The British-origin jets were
rehearing complex aerobatic
manoeuvres to be performed during the five-day airshow, Aero
India-2019. It was the second
crash involving IAF aircraft in
February since a Mirage 2000
trainer crashed in Bengaluru on
February 1.
Two pilots were killed in that
crash.

n

A pilot was killed and two injured when the two jets crashed near
PTI
Bengaluru’s Yelahanka Air Force Base on February 1.

One of the officials cited above,
who requested anonymity, said
the initial investigation points to
a pilot error as the jets were flying
in an “incorrect formation” while

performing the mirror manoeuvre. In a mirror manoeuvre, it
appears to spectators on the
ground that one jet in the formation is flying inverted exactly

above the other. But the planes in
reality have to maintain minimum lateral separation to eliminate chances of a collision.
“It is a very tight formation.
But the pilots have to maintain a
minimum lateral separation. It
appears the jets did not maintain
that separation that day. The
Hawk flying below the inverted
plane should not have been
exactly under it,” the second official said, also on condition of anonymity.
The jet flying below had two
pilots in it. A single pilot flew the
inverted one above. Footage of
the collision showed that the aircraft on top descended rapidly
with its nose crashing into the tail
of the jet below before snapping
off into pieces.
Wing Commander Sahil Gandhi, who was flying the inverted
jet, was killed in the crash. The
two injured pilots in the other
plane ejected and parachuted to
the ground.

INTER-CASTE COUPLE SET ON FIRE

23-year-old man battles
for life with 50% burns
Nozia Sayyed
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: A 23-year-old man, who
along his wife was set on fire by
the latter’s relatives condemning
their inter-caste marriage, is battling for life at Pune’s Sassoon
General Hospital, doctors said.
While Mangesh Ransingh suffered 50% burns, his wife Rukmini (19), succumbed to her injuries and was cremated in Pune on
Wednesday. The couple got married six months ago.
On May 1, Rukmini’s father
and uncles, who had opposed
their marriage, poured kerosene
on the couple and set them on fire
at Nighoj village in Parner taluka
of Ahmednagar district.
According to police, the incident took place at the father’s residence. Mangesh came to take
Rukmini home. She had come to
her father’s place after a minor
altercation took place between
the couple.
“A heated argument broke out
between him and the relatives
after which the accused poured
kerosene over Mangesh and Ruk-

Govt may allow pvt sector to use key drug Forces gun down
seven Maoists in
A CONTROLLED-ACCESS
DRUG, BEDAQUILINE IS
two encounters
DISPENSED ONLY BY THE
D R U G - R E S I S TA N T T B

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:The Union health ministry is considering a proposal to
allow bedaquiline, a controlledaccess drug used in the treatment of multi-drug resistant
tuberculosis (MDR-TB), to be
open for prescription in the private sector.
Being a controlled-access
drug, bedaquiline is dispensed
only by the government to people with MDR-TB. At least four
courses of treatment are needed.
The drug costs ~28,000 per
course, which means the cost per
patient is ~1.12 lakh on medicine
alone.
Around 2.1 million people
have TB in India, of which an
estimated 30,000 people have
MDR-TB. Only 6,500 patients are

GOVT TO PEOPLE WITH
DRUG RESISTANT-TB

on the bedaquiline-based treatment regimen, which may cause
severe side effects such as heart
problems and hearing impairment. “Technical opinion is
being sought as there is no consensus among experts on opening access to the private sector,”
said a senior health ministry official familiar with developments.
The health ministry, in collaboration with the departments of
health research, biotechnology
etc, is working out an institutional mechanism to give bedaq-

uiline to patients in the private
sector. “There is a huge pharma
lobby that is building an argument for putting everyone on
bedaquiline, but it doesn’t work
like that.
Even though it is being hailed
as a wonder drug, it has side
effects that include hearing loss.
It’s a new drug, so we don’t really
have adequate data on its longterm treatment outcome,” the
official quoted above said.
“People generally assume
bedaquiline is safer than other
drugs but they forget that compared to a 6-8 months course for
other medicines, a bedaquilinebased regimen could go up to
18-24 months. The longer duration could have its effects that
our experts are looking at,” he
added.
The ministry has begun com-

piling data on treatment outcome for all oral treatment regimens among Indians, which also
includes the bedaquiline-related
course. “About 20 patients in the
private sector in Mumbai have
been given conditional bedaquiline access by the government.
But the entire private sector can
be given access only if they
strictly adhere to the drug-compliance regimen for complete
cure and to stop the patient
developing extremely drug-resistant TB,” the official said.
There will be strict vigilance.
“Since it is a long-term regimen,
it’s verifiable. A call will be taken
soon,” said a second ministry
official, requesting anonymity.
Balram Bhargava, secretary
of the department of health
research, said, “The meeting will
be held very soon.”

BHUBANESWAR/RAIPUR: At least

seven Maoists were gunned
down in two separate encounters with security personnel in
Koraput district of Odisha and
Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh on Wednesday, police said.
The Koraput encounter took
place in a forest under Padua
police station limits in the
morning when Special Operations Group (SOG) and District
Voluntary Force (DVF) personnel were conducting a combing
operation in the area.
“The Maoists fired at the SOG
and DVF men after noticing
them, and the security personnel retaliated the fire, killing

›

We are shocked with
such hatred and
casteism, we are
Maharashtrians. We are
hoping Mangesh lives
PRIYA, the victim’s sister

mini and set them on fire. Both
maternal and paternal relatives
of Rukmini were dead against the
marriage as it was outside their
caste,” a police official said.
Some neighbours had heard
the cries of the couple and doused
the flames, after which they were
rushed to a hospital.
Ransingh’s injuries are of critical nature, one of the doctors at
the hospital said.
The hospital staff said that he
had suffered burns on several
parts of his body, including chest
and the face.
The injuries on the chest are
critical because they may
directly affect the heart and could
increase the chances of infection,
according to the doctors. Man-

gesh’s sister Priya who was
attending on him said he had not
been informed of his wife’s death
to avoid further trauma.
“We are hoping that he lives,”
she said.
“We are Maharashtrians and
we are shocked with such hatred
and casteism. We are still in a
shock,” she said.
Mangesh, a daily wage worker,
belonged to Lohar caste and his
wife Rukmini, who worked as a
domestic help, was from Pasi
caste, assistant police inspector
Vijay Kumar Botre, the investigation officer in the case, said.
Rukmini named her father and
two uncles in her dying declaration, said police.
On Tuesday, the police
detained the woman’s father,
Rama Bhartiya from Uttar Pradesh, and brought him to Parner
for questioning.
Rukmini’s uncles Surendra
Bhartiya and Ghanshyam Saroj
have already been arrested in
connection with the case under
Indian Penal Code sections 302
(murder) and 307 (attempted
murder), the police said.

BJP leader condemns PM’s Rajiv remark
BENGALURU: BJP candidate from

Chamarajanagar Lok Sabha seat,
V Srinivasa Prasad, on Wednesday condemned Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s remarks
against former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi. PM attacked Rajiv
Gandhi at a rally on May 4. HTC

five,” an official said. “Of the
five Maoists killed in the
encounter, three were women,”
the ADGP (operations) RP
Koche said. The security forces
began the combing operation
following a tip-off that around 15
Maoists were hiding in the forest, officials said.
Two Maoists, including a
woman, were killed in Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh’s
Bastar region in an early morning gun battle with security forces. The encounter took place at
the border of Malangir and Katekalyan area committees of the
CPI (Maoist), where their cadres
HTC
were present.
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Willthe PM’s Science behind political coalitions
messagework?
Alliance-building depends largely on size,
winnability and the parties’ ideological cohesion

It is aimed at domestic benefits,
security and swing voters

I

AVINASH
M TRIPATHI

n an interview to this newspaper, Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasised that this is a high-stakes election,
meant to determine the future of the country. It was not an
election for a “class monitor”. The PM is right. While each
election has had its own importance in India’s history, this

election is perhaps more important
than most because of the competing

ourtake

visions of different players in the battle.
And at the centre of it is Mr Modi himself. The outcome will
reveal whether the electorate is satisfied with his record in office,
or whether there is a degree of anger deep enough to oust him.
Mr Modi’s message can be divided into three distinct categories, meant for three different categories of voters. First, in terms
of domestic performance, he reiterated the government’s
achievements on welfare, from providing rural housing to gas
cylinders, from toilet construction to Ayushman Bharat. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has made them talking points and it is
intended to broaden the party’s class appeal. Mr Modi defended
his record on job creation — but this is an area in which legitimate questions could be raised. Two, the PM has continued to
focus on national security. By suggesting that India has decided
to inflict costs to sponsoring terror and “in the future” too, terror
attacks from Pakistan could well be “detrimental” for its existence, he has redefined Delhi’s strategic paradigm. This message
has enthused the party base and supporters. And finally, the PM
recast this election as a battle between a strong government and
a chaos-ridden coalition. This message is aimed at the swing voters, who may be apprehensive of such an alternative.
The PM has largely been disciplined about his messaging in
this campaign. But there is no doubt that there have also
been occasions when he — and other leaders — have engaged
in bitter personal allegations. Mr Modi did concede that courtesy
should be maintained, but added that he has been a victim of
such attacks. In the remaining phases, it would be desirable if all
sides exercise greater restraint. May 23 will tell us if Mr Modi’s

P

olitics is the art of the possible.”
This phrase is often invoked by
political spokespersons while
rationalising the latest coalition
their party has cobbled together.
Overtheyears,Indiandemocracy
has thrown up many examples of natural —
and not-so-natural — coalitions.
In the present parliamentary election,
three main coalitions, the National DemocraticAlliance(NDA),theUnitedProgressive
Alliance (UPA) and the Mahagathbandhan
(grand alliance), are trying their luck. All
threehavetheirquirks.Acoupleofyearsago,
fewwouldhavepredictedanalliancebetween
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and the Bahujan
SamajParty(BSP).Recently,amoreplausible
coalition between the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and the Congress has fallen apart.
What prompts different parties to come
together?Whichcoalitionsaremorelikelyto
emerge than others? Is it about ideological
cohesion or winnability or a combination of
thetwo?Isitpossibletosayanythingconcrete
about these issues at all?
Political scientists and economists have
wrestledwith thesequestionsforlong.In the

Indian political context, coalitions take
broadlythreeforms:pre-electioncoalitionof
informalvotingblocks;pre-electioncoalition
forcontestingelections;andpost-electioncoalitionforgovernmentformation.Ofthethree,
governmentformationisthemoststructured
and analytically more tractable situation.
Consequently, it can be predicted with
surprising accuracy.
NobelLaureateeconomistRobertAumann
is known for presenting interesting ideas in
thisfield.Specifically,Aumannhasbeenpredicting which coalition will get formed in the
Israeli Parliament with some success. Even
with a few parties, the number of coalitions
which can be formed is large. So how can a
successfulcoalitionbepredictedinadvance?
Roughly speaking, Aumann’s idea is that
politicalpartiesenterthebargainingforcoalition withcertainspecificgoalsin mind.They
wish to maximise the power of the coalition
they are a part of. At the same time, they also
wishtomaximisetheirownpowerwithinthe
coalition.As it turnsout,this simple idea has
somesurprisingconsequences,anditcanrule
out many potential coalitions.
Aumann’sanalysisimpliesthatasuccessful coalition should not be too small, otherwiseitwon’tbepowerful.Butasuccessfulcoalitioncannotbetoolargeeither,otherwiseits
members will lose control over the affairs of
their coalition and consequently, their bargainingpowerwithinthecoalitionwillbenegligible.Atsomepoint,theywillleave,bringing
down the size of the coalition.
Think of the coalition between the SP and

§

T

he debate around the veracity of India’s official gross
domestic product (GDP) estimates has been going on
for quite some time now. One of the biggest nodes of the
controversy has been the use of MCA-21 database,

which is maintained by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, in the
latest GDP (2011-12 base year) series. This database was not used
in the previous series and it has data until 2006-07. The lack of
MCA-21 figures became a big issue when the Central Statistics
Office released the back series numbers for the new GDP series.
However, a Mint report by Pramit Bhattacharya published on

Wednesday shows that MCA-21 related problems in India’s GDP
figures are not just disagreements about history. The report cites
a study conducted by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
which found that “as much as 36% of the companies that are part
of the MCA-21 database of companies and are used in India’s GDP
calculations could not be traced or were wrongly classified”.
Simply put, it means that India’s GDP calculations are based on
companies which are either fictitious or not doing what they are
thought to be doing. This is the most damning indictment of the
official GDP figures so far. It is unlikely that people in the highest
echelons of policy making were unaware of such problems.
Politically it makes sense. Governments like to have higher
growth rates than their predecessors, which is exactly what the
new GDP series shows. However, important economic statistics
such as GDP numbers are far too important to be used as cannon
fodder in political polemics. If policy makers do not have access
to rigorous GDP statistics, they are likely to go wrong in their
diagnosis, and hence prescriptions, for addressing key economic
issues. Problems with India’s statistical system are far too deep
to be attributed to just one regime. But, this cannot be an excuse
for accentuating them further. The new government which will
come in should contemplate issuing a white paper on what ails
India’s statistical system.

theBSPinUttarPradesh.Why didtheyseparate two and half decades ago and why have
they joined hands now? Political commentators may say it was due to the difference in
temperamentofpoliticalpersonalitiesandso
on,butalookat thevotingsharesofboth partiesovertheyearssuggestsadifferentconclusion.Betweenthe1990sand2014,bothparties
commanded large vote shares. Their combinedstrengthwouldhavesweptthepoll,but
at the same time would have made the coalition too large and unwieldy. Such a coalition
would have brought SP/BSP to power, but
couldn’thaveaccommodatedtheambitionsof
their senior and middle level leadership.
Following the emergence of Narendra
Modi,therewasatectonicshiftintermsofvotingloyaltiesinUttarPradesh.BoththeSPand
the BSP lost their vote shares in a big way.

As a constitutional body,
The most damagingfailure the ECI must be credible
of theUPAis the coinage Its record of diligence in acting decisively is marred by
its reverence and deference towards Modi and Shah
of theterm Hindu terror
ABHISHEK
SINGHVI

By appeasing Muslims and hurting the pride of Hindus,
it has taken the dangerous route of communal politics
GAURAV
BHATIA

O

change.

StatisticslikeGDPnumberscan’tbeused
ascannonfodderinpoliticalpolemics

The SP-BSP were in a situation where a
coalition became a tantalising possibility PTI

DIVISIVEPOLITICS

message has indeed struck a chord, or whether India seeks

InconsistenciesinMCA21dataareworrying

n

Now,theywereinthesituationwhereacoalition became a tantalising possibility.
A similar reasoning applies to the government formation in Karnataka. When the
result of the recent assembly elections was
announced, there was a hung assembly. The
numbersweresuchthateithertheBJPorthe
Congresscouldhaveformedanalliancewith
Janata Dal (Secular). But a BJP/JD(S) alliance would have been unmanageably large,
possibly leading to internal disaffection. A
Congress/JD(S) alliance was smaller, more
cohesive and made more political sense.
Two additional factors are relevant in the
contextofcoalitionformationinIndia.Oneis
ideologyandthesecondistheforwardlooking
behaviour of parties. Although a coalition
between parties from different ends of the
political spectrum is not unheard of (think of
theBJP-PDPexperimentasanexample),such
coalitions are politically costly. As such,
ideologically incompatible coalitions are
formed less frequently.
Finally,politicalpartiestendtothinkabout
the future as well. If the terms of proposed
arrangementaresuchthattheywillallowone
party to grow at the expense of another, a
party will think twice before entering into
such an arrangement. The Congress’ reluctancetoenterintoanarrangementwithAAP
(which is demanding seats in Haryana and
Punjab)andwithBSP(whichwasreportedly
demanding seats in Madhya Pradesh) are
grounded in such considerations.
To conclude, coalition-building is not
merely the art of the possible. It is backed by
science as well.
Avinash M Tripathi is associate research fellow
(economics) at Takshashila Institution
The views expressed are personal

T

he National Democratic Alliance
(NDA)governmenthasbeensuccessfulincurbingterrorism,thoughthere
have been some attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir which can be attributed to the
desperation of the terrorist outfits, thanks to
thestrongmeasurestakenagainstthem. This
includes,givingafreehandtotheArmedForcesandthepoliceincounter-insurgencyoperations,arrestsofseparatists,banningterrorist outfits and the withdrawal of security for
separatists.
Though the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) is remembered for its many failures,
the most damaging of them is the coinage of
the term “Hindu terror”. This was done by a
party that has always propagated
appeasement politics. The sinister design of
the Congress in coining this term is to create
an artificial equivalence of Islamic State terror, which is a major threat in many parts of
the world.
The purpose of inventing this term is to
appease Muslims and to hurt the pride of the
Hindu community. The Bharatiya Janata
Partyhasmaintainedthestandthatterrorism
hasnoreligion.TheCongress,astheprincipal
opposition party, has taken the dangerous
route of communal politics.
ThefirstMalegaonblasttookplaceonSeptember8,2006,theMeccaMasjidblastwason
May 18, 2007, the Samjhauta Express bombings were on February 18, 2007. The second
Malegaon blast happened on September 29,
2008. The UPA government had six to eight
years toinvestigatethesecasesbutit was not
able to prosecute these successfully.
Itisevidentineachofthecaseshowshoddy
and politically motivated investigation, the
politics of appeasement and the desire for
powereclipsedtheneedsofnationalsecurity
as far as the UPA was concerned.
In the 2006 Malegaon blast case, nine Muslimsuspectswerecharge-sheetedbytheCentral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS).
However,in2011,aftertheMumbaiattack,the
National Investigation Agency took over the
case and filed a supplementary charge-sheet
against the alleged Hindu activists, paving
wayforthereleaseofalltheMuslimaccused.
IntheMeccaMasjidblast,initiallyaround
24 Muslims were picked up who allegedly
received training in Pakistan, but all of them
were later let off for lack of evidence. The
probe was handed over to the CBI in 2010 and
later on to the NIA in 2011. Finally, chargesheet was filed by the NIA against 10 alleged
Hindu activists.
In the Samjhauta blast of 2007, in spite of
intelligence inputs being shared by the US of
the proven links of one Arif Qasmani, a Pakistani national who had links with Pakistani
terroristorganisations,theCongressgovernment changed the course of investigation to
implicate alleged Hindu terrorists, one of
which was Srikant Purohit, a serving army
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The Pragya Thakur vs Digvijaya Singh
battle will be seen as one between a
victim of a politically motivated
investigation and a person who coined
the term Hindu terror

PTI

officer wholost eight yearsandeightmonths
of his life.
ThisgavePakistananopportunitytopoint
fingers at India and dilute the Indian stand
that Pakistan promotes terrorism in India.
The Bombay High Court, while granting
bail to Pragya Thakur, has stated in its order
dated of April 25, 2017: “Thus, in respect of
above witnesses, apart from retraction and
allegation of torture, their statements give
two contradictory versions…In above facts
and circumstances, in our considered opinion,ifboththereportsofATSandNIAareconsidered conjointly, so far as the appellant is
concerned,itcannotbesaidthattherearereasonablegroundsforbelievingthataccusation
made against her are prima facie true.”
The special NIA court at Namapally,
Hyderabad, after examining over 200 witnessesdeliveredthefinalverdictintheMecca
Masjid blastcaseon April16,2018.Thecourt,
in its final verdict, acquitted the five alleged
accused, including Aseemanand, for lack of
evidence.
In the case of the Samjhauta Express case,
theSupremeCourt,whilegrantingbailtothe
alleged accused Purohit, has held: “….KeepinginviewthefactthatNIAhassubmittedthe
supplementary charge-sheet which is at
variance with the charge-sheet filed by the
ATS and that the trial is likely to take a long
time and the appellant has been in prison for
about 8 years and 8 months, we are of the
considered view that the appellant has made
out a prima facie case for release on bail and
we deem it appropriate to enlarge the appellant herein on bail.”
All citizens, not just Hindus, will hold the
Congress to account for its communal and
irresponsible behaviour in the ongoing elections. The electoral battle of Bhopal between
Pragya Thakur and Digvijaya Singh will be
one between the victim of a politically motivated investigation versus a person who
coined the term “Hindu terror”.
Gaurav Bhatia is national spokesperson,
Bharatiya Janata Party and a senior
advocate of the Supreme Court
The views expressed are personal

ver the last 50 days, the Congress,
through its leaders and counsels,
has made over 50 formal representationstotheElectionCommission
ofIndia (ECI).These representationscover
awidespectrumofviolationsbythepartyin
power,fromhatespeechtotheperversemisuse of the armed forces for political propagandatocampaigningbytheprimeminister
right next to a polling station. Over this
period, we have learnt some vital lessons
and noticed some troubling infirmities in
the manner in which the ECI operates.
TheECIistheapexbodychargedwiththe
“superintendence, direction andcontrol of
elections”underArticle324oftheConstitutionofIndiaandhasbeenvestedwithexpansive powers to discharge its two-fold mandate: One, to ensure a level-playing field
(LPF)forallindividuals;andtwo,toensure
thatthepartyinpower,withthevastresources at its command, does not gain an unfair
advantage.Establishedapexcourtjurisprudence of over five decades has underlined
the vast reservoir of inherent power of the
ECI under Article 324 to do everything to
maintainLPFandaddedthatabsenceofspecific statutory authorisation makes no difference to this large power. More importantly,theapexcourthasdirectlyconnected
theECI’spowerstothebasicstructureofour
Constitution through the following syllogism:LPFisnecessaryforfreeandfairelections; the latter is a sine qua non for democracy; democracy is part of basic structure
andhenceunamendableevenbyaconstitutional amendment!
Nopreviouselectionhasbeenasfraught
with recorded violations as this one. With
creative attempts to circumvent electoral
laws through biopics, web series, movies,
falsepropagandadisseminatedonanunparalleled scale and other forms of surreptitious and proxy advertising, this election
has seen many firsts.
In many cases, the ECI has acted expeditiously and decisively. Yet this record of
diligence is marred by an unprecedented
reverence and deference towards PM NarendraModiandBJP president,AmitShah.
Ofthe11complaintsagainstModi/Shah,
the ECI has demonstrated a visible reluctance to take action even in the most egregious of cases where there is little room for
a charitable interpretation. It has given a
cleanchitinallthecases(decidedsofar)and
all through unreasoned orders. Even to do
thislegitimisation,theECIhastakenover30
days (that too after SC directions) which
amounts to a decision by default in the fast
moving electoral window of only 60 days.

MODI, SHAH AND, INDEED, THE
ECI, SHALL HAVE TO ANSWER
EVENTUALLY TO THE PEOPLE
AND TO HISTORY FOR, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THEIR CONDUCT
AND ITS DEBILITATING IMPACT ON
THE INTEGRITY OF INSTITUTIONS

Oneofthecommissionershasexpresseddissentinseveralcasesbutnocopiesofdissents
aresupplied.Copiesevenoftheunreasoned
rejections are not uploaded expeditiously
and supplied highly belatedly.
Justice has a tendency to catch up with
individualsinpowerwhentheyleastexpect
it. Modi, Shah and, indeed, the ECI, shall
havetoanswereventuallytothepeopleand
to history for, among other things, their
conduct and its debilitating impact on the
integrity of institutions. Let us, for now,
examine some key areas of reform that are
urgently required.
First, since the ECI’s response time per
complaint varies wildly (from prompt and
immediate action in some to humongous
delayinModi/Shahcases),weproposethat
complaintsbedecidedwithina48-hourtime
frame. Otherwise they become redundant
and infructuous. It must be remembered
that conceptually, the ECI can act only ex
postfacto.Itishardlyevercurativeandcan
only aspire to be prophylactic. No rewind
button exists and hence decisions must be
rocket fast; otherwise the wrongdoer
effectively reaps the benefits of his
wrongdoing with impunity.
Second, there is no template for orders.
As a result, orders can be detailed (as in the
caseofPragyaThakur)orcompletelyvague.
All Modi/Shah responses are two
paragraphones,withnocriteria,nolawand
no reason. Dissents, though reasoned, are
never shared.
Third, denial of reasons is based on the
fundamental misconception that administrativeordersdonotrequirereasons,something patently contrary to several establishedSupremeCourtjudgmentsenunciatingthesalutaryprinciplethatformdoesnot
characterisetheorderandthatalldecisions
havingadversecivilconsequences,bywhatever name called, require reasons. That is
alsovitalforsuperioradjudicatorslikehigh
courts and the Supreme Court to review
suchECdecisionseffectivelyandmeaningfully. The absence of reasons, per se, can be
validgroundstostrikedownadecision.The
ECI must adopt a response format which
explains the reasons for an offender’s guilt
or innocence.
Fourth, the problem of institutional
memory and precedents needs to be
addressed.Toillustrate,theECItookaction
against other individuals found guilty of
hatespeechyetseemedcontentnottoapply
the same standard to Modi/Shah despite
identical orworselanguageusedbythe latter. Numerous such cases decided by discriminatory standards prove this point.
This variance of standards cannot exist in
an organisation which houses seven decades worth of precedents and experiences.
There mustbe bothcontinuityand consistency of approach, with the standards being
applied fairly and uniformly.
Aninstitutionstandsontheshouldersof
those who came before it. Therefore, for
strengthandcredibility,theymustnecessarily rely on precedents and norms of
procedure, instead of the personalities of
those who staff it.
But above all else, like all constitutional
andstatutorybodies, theymust uphold the
rule of law.
Without any exceptions.
Abhishek Singhvi is a Member of Parliament;
senior advocate, Supreme Court; national spokesperson, Congress. This article is co-authored by
Muhammad Khan, an advocate of the Supreme Court.
The views expressed are personal
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Cyclone Fani-hit Puri to get
power only after a month
TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION State govt says power to be restored in Bhubaneswar by Sunday
Debabrata Mohanty
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR:Thousands of people in Puri, where Cyclone Fani
made landfall on May 3 — and
Bhubaneswar remained without
power on Wednesday even as the
Odisha government gave the
assurance that electricity supply
in the capital would be normalised by May 12.
Sanjay Singh, secretary of
information and public relations
department, said by Wednesday
evening the power connections of
7,700 of the 3 lakh consumers in
Bhubaneswar had been restored.
But Puri, ground zero of Cyclone
Fani, would get power only after
a month, he added.
“Since the electricity infrastructure in Puri has been massively damaged, it will take a long
time for restoration. But we are
trying to restore power on Grand
Road in front of Jagannath Temple by May 12 in view of the preparations for rath yatra,” Singh
said. Cyclone Fani damaged five
towers of 400 KV capacity, 27 towers of 220 KV capacity, 21 towers
of 130 KV capacity, four grids of
220 KV capacity and four grids of
132 KV capacity.
Similarly, 5,030 km of 33 KV
lines, 38,613 km of 11 KV lines,
11,077 distribution transformers
and 79,485 km of LT lines have
been damaged.
State power secretary Hemant
Sharma said around 500 gangs,
having 10 persons in each gang,
were working to restore power.
An officer is also deputed with
every gang. “These gangs have
been mobilized from various
states. Some gangs have been outsourced from Andhra Pradesh,
some from West Bengal and more
are on their way to Odisha.”
“We are trying to dispatch
teams of ITI and Polytechnic students to each house from tomorrow so that they can sort out problems there. These students are
undergoing training in tasks
done by electricians and plumbers. They will be deployed in
Bhubaneswar as well as Puri,”
said Sharma.
People in villages, however,
continued to grow impatient
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State power secretary Hemant Sharma said around 500
10-member teams were working to restore power in areas
ARABINDA MAHAPATRA / HT
where damage has been extensive

despite the government’s assurances. Some took to repairing
electricity lines by themselves.
In Kantabada village near
Bhubaneswar, more than 100
youths erected poles and rigged
up lines that had sagged as their
pleas to power officials did not
yield any result.
“The pole bearing 11 KV power
line to our village had got bent
and the lines were sagging. For
the last five days, none of the people in our village and adjoining
five other villages were able to
sleep due to lack of power. Our
lives have become hell,” said
Dilip Martha, president of the
Netaji Youth Club of Kantabada
village. “We got a man from Central Electricity Supply Utility to
help us repair the lines. All the
youths in our village chipped in
with whatever contribution they
could make. Tomorrow we will go
to the local junior engineer office
to request him to restore power
supply,” said Martha.
In neighbouring Chandaka village near Bhubaneswar, where a
400 KV structure lay twisted and
mangled by Cyclone Fani, officials of Powergrid Corporation of
India Ltd (PGCIL) tried hard to
erect a 61-metre-tall Emergency
Restoration System (ERS) tower
to put up a quick transmission
line. The PGCIL structure fell on
high-tension power lines near it,
snapping power supply to Bhub-

aneswar. “The ERS tower can be
put up in a couple of days. Had we
built a new tower, it would have
taken at least three weeks. We
plan to make it ready by Thursday evening,” said a senior official of PGCIL, requesting anonymity. Around him, labourers
with expertise in electrical
repairs kept working on the
tower wearing safety boots and
gloves.
“We started work early in the
morning and had a break of just
half an hour for lunch before we
resumed work,” said a labourer
from Bengal. On the marshy
lands next to the Asian College of
Business Management in Bhola
village, Sadikul Haq, an electrical
contractor who specializes in
repair of high tension lines,
advised his labourers how to
quickly finish repairing a 220 KV
tower.
“I normally fast during Ramzan, but this time I have not been
able to observe it as there is too
much work to do. Yesterday, my
workers finished repairing
another 220 KV tower. I have been
given impossible deadlines.
There is no time even to sleep,”
said Haq. The work of electrical
labourers and officials drew
praise from chief minister
Naveen Patnaik who tweeted
video clips of power restoration
work. As work on restoration of
power supply continued, the

demand for diesel Gensets, kerosene lanterns and candles spiked
in Puri and Bhubaneswar.
Bhubaneswar-based diesel
Genset dealer Badri Narayan
Samantaray said he had sold
more Gensets in the last 4 days
than he does in a month. “I am
unable to meet the demand. People are just buying without even
haggling for discount,” he said.
In Puri town, candles are being
sold at Rs 50-60 a piece due to high
demand and shortage of stock. “I
have asked my cousin in Bhubaneswar to come with 3-4 packets of
candles,” said Mantu Kolladu, a
fisherman from Betanolia Sahi
on Puri sea beach. The price of
kerosene lanterns too has doubled. Like power, people continued to do without telecom connectivity even as the government
claimed it had asked private telecom operators to improve services. In Puri, Bharti Airtel on
Wednesday installed its first Cellon-Wheel mobile tower on Puri
Grand Road. The company has
positioned 13 such towers in the
Puri-Bhubaneswar belt to re-establish connectivity and improve
network coverage.
Cell-on-Wheel is a portable
mobile cellular site that provides
temporary network and wireless
coverage to locations where cellular coverage is minimal or compromised.
Mobile service operator Jio
will also be sending Cell-onWheel towers, said officials.
But people in Bhubaneswar
continued to complain about the
poor connectivity offered by
mobile companies. For the last 3-4
days, hundreds of youths have
been milling on flyovers in an
attempt to get signal. “I had to
check the results of my entrance
exam to the National Defence
Academy. So I came to Bomikhal
flyover. But I have not been able
to check so far,” said Biplab Sahu,
a youth. Meanwhile, the National
Human Rights Commission
issued a notice to the Odisha government after reports that relief
material did not reach people in
parts of Puri and Khurdha districts and sought immediate steps
to address the issue,
PTI reported.
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Nirav Modi denied bail for third time
Prasun Sonwalkar
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: A UK court on Wednes-

day denied bail to diamantaire
Nirav Modi for the third time
even though he offered to furnish
security deposit of 2 million
pounds and follow strict conditions such as a 24-hour curfew.
Modi, who is facing an extradition request from India, has been
twice denied bail by the Westminster Magistrates Court after his
arrest in March.
Clare Montgomery, lawyer for
Modi, described conditions in the
Wandsworth jail where he is
lodged as “difficult, vivid and
damaging”, but chief magistrate
Emma Arbuthnot rejected
grounds cited to seek bail, saying
she continued to have concerns if
bail is granted. Arbuthnot, however, agreed that the offer to double the security deposit from 1
million pounds amounted to a
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Nirav Modi

“change of circumstances”
which is necessary to prove to
apply for bail after it has been
refused. Modi was twice denied
bail on March 20 and 29, when the
1 million pound-deposit was
offered. The judge’s concerns
were about $60 million allegedly
“squirreled” away by Modi, to
which he would have access, his
lack of links to the United Kingdom, where he has been since the
end of 2017, and the likelihood of
he or his associates intimidating
witnesses and destroying evidence. The extradition trial is due

to begin on May 30, by when the
Indian government is expected to
furnish more details and evidence of allegations against Modi,
who is facing charges of what
prosecuting lawyer Nicholas
Hearn said “direct embezzlement” of funds derived from a the
Punjab National Bank Mumbai
branch.
Hearn of the Crown Prosecution Service representing India
said: “$60 million of proceeds of
crime are still untraceable, investigations are ongoing. He is able
to influence witnesses and evidence if bailed. The court cannot
have confidence in the assurances cited. He clearly remains a
man with access to substantial
resources”. Montgomery’s
efforts to refute allegations
against Modi were described by
the judge as “compelling”. She
claimed that the issue arose out of
a corporate failure, and told the
court that the Enforcement

SAVING GANGA

15-member NatGeo team to travel
up Ganga to study plastic pollution
Anonna Dutt
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: An all-women

team of 15 researchers and
engineers will be part of a
National Geographic expedition that will travel up the
Ganga from the Bay of Bengal
to its source in the Gangotri
glacier to study the flow of
plastics in the river system.
The expedition will be
undertaken by boat, road and
rail over four months, of
which two months will be in
summer beginning at the end
of May and two months after
the monsoon.
Every year, 9 million metric tonnes of plastic is
dumped in the world’s water
systems, which ends up in the
oceans. In India, plastic contributes nearly 60% of the
waste reaching the oceans,
according to the National
Centre for Coastal Research.
“Most of it comes from fishing nets and the polythene
and plastics discarded on
land near the mainland. Near
Andaman and Nicobar

n

The expedition will be
undertaken over a period of
four months TAYLOR MADDELENE

islands, we found plastic
transported by ocean currents even around uninhabited islands. The highest density of plastics is found along
the coastlines, which
increases during floods, suggesting an important role of
the rivers,” said Dr S Srinivasalu, director, Institute of
Ocean Management, Anna
University, Chennai.
Last year, on World Environment Day on June 5,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced that all
single-use plastics will be
banned in India by 2022. The
India-backed resolution on

addressing the problem of
single-use plastics was
adopted by the fourth UN
Environment Assembly in
March 2019. The Ganga was
chosen for the expedition as it
is one of the world’s iconic
waterways and supports an
estimated 600 million people.
“Additionally, India has positioned itself as a leader in
tackling plastic pollution and
National Geographic wants
to provide them with the tools
to help continue those
efforts,” said Heather Koldewey, scientific co-lead of
the expedition and senior
technical advisor at Zoological Society of London. The
Dehradun-based Wildlife
Institute of India is the India
partner for the expedition. “It
will help better understand
and document how plastic
waste travels from source to
sea and to fill critical knowledge gaps around plastic
flow, load and composition,”
said Koldewey, who is leading National Geographic’s
largest ever all-women expedition.

Directorate had already seized
Modi’s assets worth more than
that lost by PNB: ~7,664 crore
worth of assets allegedly seized
against ~6,498 crore loss to PNB.
Modi’s lawyer also refuted the
prosecution claim that he had
travelled to New York in 2018. He
could have moved to other countries, Montgomery said, adding
that for him the UK was a “safe
haven”, which was incentive
enough for him not to breach conditions, if bail were granted.
Extracts of transcripts of conversations between various witnesses and Modi and his brother,
Nehal Modi, were read out in the
court. A team from CBI and ED
attended the hearing. Officials
said they have already submitted
all the documents related to the
case before the UK court, including the charge sheets, witness
statements, and additional documents recovered during last
few months.

Pakistan summons
Indian envoy over
‘ceasefire violations’
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday summoned India’s Deputy
High Commissioner Gaurav
Ahluwalia and condemned the
“unprovoked ceasefire violations” by the Indian security forces along the Line of Control
which resulted in the death of
three civilians.
The Foreign Office said: “the
Indian forces along the Line of
Control (LoC) and the Working
Boundary (WB) are continuously
targeting civilian populated
areas with heavy weapons”.
Director General (SA and
SAARC) Mohammad Faisal summoned Ahluwalia and “condemned the unprovoked ceasefire violations” by the Indian
security forces along the Line of
Control (LoC) , the foreign office
said. The foreign office said that
on May 2 in Rakhchikri sector
along the LoC, a 15-year-old boy
was killed and his 9-year-old sister injured. On May 5 in Hotspring and Kotkotera sectors
along the LoC, a woman and a
12-year-old boy were killed and a
woman injured, it said.
This unprecedented escalation
in ceasefire violations by India
is continuing since 2017 with
1970 ceasefire violations, it
PTI
said.

GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
SUPPLY & SANITATION DEPARTMENT, PUNJAB
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDERS
Bid No 5623
Date 7/5/19
On behalf of the Governor of Punjab, Executive Engineer Water Supply & Sanitation,
Division No-1, Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar invites bid from eligible Bidders for the work(s)
for the year 2019-2020 i.e. from 01-6-2019 to 31-3-2020 (10 Months) detail in the
following table. The bidders may submit bids for any or all of the following works(s):Sr.
No.

Name of works

i) Estimated Cost Important Dates/ Time
ii) Earnest Money (i) Sale of Tender document
iii) Tender Fee
(ii) Last Date and Time For
(in Rs.)
Receipt of Bids
(iii) Time and Date of
Opening of Technical Bids

1 Operation of Boosting System/Public i) Rs. 723241/Health Services and Cleaning Sweeping ii) Rs. 14470/of Bathrooms of Cidar Circuit House/
iii) Rs. 1000/Governor House and 4 No. Cottages and
Servant Quarters at Hem Kunj Shimla.

(i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16.00 hrs
(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs

2 Cleaning Sweeping of Official Residence i) Rs. 1937261/- (i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
of Hon’ble Chief Minister Punjab, Kothi ii) Rs. 38750/(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16.00 hrs
No. 45-A (OLD No. 44) and Cleaning
(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs
iii) Rs. 1000/and Sweeping of Office of Hon’ble Chief
Insister K.No. 6, Sector-2, Chandigarh
3 Deployment of Contract Labour for i) Rs. 1483693/- (i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
Cleaning Sweeping and Swabbing of ii) Rs. 29700/(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16.00 hrs
VVIP
Guest
House
Sector(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs
iii) Rs. 1000/6/Maintenance of Public Health Services
and Running of Air Conditioners in VVIP
Guest House, Sector-6, Chandigarh
4 Deployment of Contract Labour for i) Rs. 1101966/- (i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
Maintenance of Public Health Services in ii) Rs. 22040/(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16:00 hrs
various Govt. Building/ Flats at
(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs
iii) Rs. 1000/Chandigarh (Under SDE No.-5)
5 Deployment of Contract Labour for i) Rs. 2345753/- (i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
Maintenance of Public Health Services in ii) Rs. 46915/(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16.00 hrs
Various Govt. Building/ Flats, S.A.S.
iii) Rs. 1000/(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs
Nagar (Under SDE No.-4)
6 Annual Maintenance for Sewerage/ SWD i) Rs. 3361072/- (i) 09.05.2019 at 17.00 hrs
Scheme From Phase/Sector 1 To 7, 9 ii) Rs. 67230/(ii) 20.05.2019 at 16.00 hrs
To 11, Sector-48 C, (H.I.G. Quarters),
iii) Rs. 1000/(iii) 21.05.2019 at 10.30 hrs
Sector-70, 71 Mohali and Industrial
Growth Phase-1 To 5, Mohali.

For detailed terms and conditions of the notice inviting Tender refer to web site
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in/ w.e.f 09.5.2019.
1. The bid document/ Terms & Conditions are available online and bids are to be
submitted online through e-procurement portal http://eproc.punjab.gov.in only.
Bids submitted otherwise will not be accepted.
2. Rectification/ extension of time/ Corrigendum if any will be uploaded on website:
www.eproc.punjab.gov.in & will not be advertised in Newspapers.
Sd/-, Executive Engineer,
W/S & Sanitation Division No.1, S.A.S. Nagar.
D-4829
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WHEN WE LOOK AT THE LIVERPOOL WIN OVER BARCELONA LAST NIGHT...ACTUALLY WE
CAN STILL SECURE SUCCESS IF EVERYONE COMES TOGETHER.

> THERESA MAY, UK PM, drawing inspiration from football to argue that she can get the Brexit deal through

Iranpartiallyquitsnukepact
PRESSURE TACTIC? Steps appear to
ensure Iran avoids triggering the deal’s
mechanism to punish it for violations
Reuters
n

n

South Africans voted on Wednesday in presidential and
parliamentary elections, with signs of a relatively low turnout
and voters saying they were disillusioned by widespread
corruption and unemployment.
REUTERS

shortstories
‘UP TO 200 CHILDREN IN SRI LANKA LOST
FAMILY MEMBERS IN EASTER BOMBINGS’
COLOMBO: About 200 children in Sri Lanka have lost their family members,
some of them sole breadwinners, in the massive Easter Sunday bombings,
according to a leading charity organisation. Some of the families have lost
their source of income and might not have sufficient savings to resume their
normal life, Colombo-based Sri Lanka Red Cross Society (SLRCS) said. Nine
suicide bombers carried out a series of devastating blasts that tore through
three churches and as many luxury hotels on the Easter Sunday, killing more
than 250 people. The livelihood of 75 families have been disrupted due to
the injuries sustained to their family members. More than 500 people were
injured in the incident, Colombo Gazette quoted the SLRCS as saying. PTI

US exec paid $400,000 for
son’s varsity admission

Hackers steal $40 million
worth of Bitcoin

BOSTON: A Los Angeles executive
became the third parent to plead
guilty in the US college-admissions scandal, saying he paid a
$400,000 bribe to get his son into
Georgetown University with a
falsified profile as a tennis recruit.
Stephen Semprevivo, who has
served as chief strategy and
growth officer at Cydcor LLC, told
US District Judge Indira Talwani in
Boston on Tuesday that his son
didn’t even play competitive
BLOOMBERG
tennis.

HONG KONG: Binance, one of the
world’s largest cryptocurrency
exchanges, said hackers withdrew
7,000 Bitcoins worth about $40
million via a single transaction in a
“large scale security breach,” the
latest in a long line of thefts in the
digital currency space. The
hackers used a “variety of techniques” including phishing and
viruses to obtain a large amount
of user data, Binance said in a
post on its website. There may be
additional accounts that have
been affected but not yet
identified, Binance said. The
largest digital tokens including
Bitcoin slid about 3 percent after
the disclosure, then recovered
most of the drop. The company
will use its Secure Asset Fund for
Users, an emergency insurance
fund, to cover the incident in full
and no user funds will be afBLOOMBERG
fected, it said.

US lifts sanctions for
general who defied Maduro
CARACAS : The US has lifted
sanctions on a top Venezuelan
general who broke ranks with
President Nicolás Maduro, trying
to help the opposition regain
momentum in the face of a
government crackdown following
last week’s failed uprising. Vice
President Mike Pence said the
lifting of financial sanctions for
former spy chief Manuel Figuera
is intended to encourage others in
the military to abandon their
support for Maduro. The Treasury
Department said the move is a
display of “good faith” designed
to elicit “concrete and meaningful
actions to restore democratic
order” by dozens of other sanctioned Venezuelan insiders. AP

Cuba cancels parade
against homophobia
HAVANA: Cuban gay rights
activists denounced the government’s decision to cancel this
year’s parade against homophobia, accusing it of snatching away
their main platform at a key
moment as the Caribbean nation
is set to debate legalising sameREUTERS
sex marriage.

inthenews

NAWAZ SHARIF

Pak ex-PM back in jail after bail term ends
The deposed former premier, accompanied by
his daughter Maryam, returned to prison on
Wednesday amid sloganeering by a huge
convoy of supporters to serve his seven-year
sentence in a corruption case after the end of his
six-week bail on medical grounds

1

2
3

On March 26, the Supreme Court suspended Sharif’s seven-year
sentence in the Al-Azizia Steel Mills corruption case and granted him
bail for six weeks with a condition that he would not leave Pakistan
Last month, the 69-year-old three-time prime minister sought the
apex court’s permission to go abroad for medical treatment. However, the permission was not granted.

Two students kill
classmate, hurt 8
in Colorado school

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON : Iran announced on
Wednesday it was scaling back
curbs to its nuclear programme,
announcingstepsthatstopshort
of violating its 2015 deal with
worldpowersfornow,butthreateningmoreactionifcountriesdid
not shield it from US sanctions.
A year to the day after Washington pulled out of the nuclear
deal, President Hassan Rouhani
announced changesthat experts
said appeared calibrated to
ensureIranavoidstriggeringthe
deal’smechanismtopunishitfor
violations, at least for now. “For
now, nothing changes, but this
could be a ticking time bomb,” a
EuropeandiplomattoldReuters.
The main new measure that
takes effect now would have limited practical impact: a halt to
sales of enriched uranium and
heavy water to other countries.
The deal allows such sales so
Iran can keep reducing its stockpiles below maximum thresholds, but Washington already
effectivelybarredthesaleswitha
sanctions move last week. For
now,Iran’sstockpile of enriched
uranium is still well below the
deal’scapandheavywaterisless
sensitive.
Rouhani also threatened that
in 60 days Iran would resume
enrichment of uranium beyond
the low purity - suitable for civilian nuclear power generation allowed under the deal, unless
thefiveotherpowerssignedupto
itfoundawaytoprotectIran’soil

andbankingindustriesfromU.S.
sanctions.
“If the five countries came to
the negotiating table and we
reachedanagreement,andifthey
could protect our interests in the
oil and banking sectors, we will
go back to square one,” Rouhani
said in a televised address.
“The Iranian people and the
world should know that today is
not the end of the JCPOA,” he
said, using the acronym for the
nuclear deal. “These are actions
in line with the JCPOA.”
The 2015 accord was signed
between Iran, Russia, China,
Britain, France, Germany and
the United States, before President Donald Trump took office.
Iran agreed to limits on its
nuclearprogrammeinreturnfor
the lifting of sanctions.
Washington’sEuropeanallies
opposedTrump’sdecisiontopull
out and have tried, so far in vain,
to find ways to blunt the economic impact of new U.S. sanctions.
FranceandGermanybothsaid
they wanted to keep the deal
alive,andwarnedIrannottoviolate it.
The Kremlin accused WashingtonofprovokingIran’smove.
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
President Vladimir Putin had
predictedconsequencesfromthe
“unthought-out steps” of U.S.
withdrawal. “Now we are seeing
those consequences.”
China said the agreement
should continue to be implemented and called on all sides to
avoid an escalation of tensions.
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responsibilityoftheLahoreblast
on social media but we can’t confirm it before investigation,”
LahorepolicespokespersonSyed
Mubashir said.
The shrine was immediately
evacuated, withdevotees moved
out through exits away from the
blast site. Entry to Data Darbar
has since been restricted.
DataDarbarisoneofthecountry’s most popular Sufi shrines
where Sufi saint Syed Ali bin
Osman Al Hajvery is buried.
Although militant violence
hasdeclinedinPakistaninrecent
years, some militant organisations continue to carry out dramatic attacks. An attack in the
city in March last year left nine
people dead, while a major blast
in a park in 2016 targeting Christians celebrating Easter killed
more than 70 people.
HTC

Enrichment types
The uranium enrichment process
increases the proportion of U235,
needed for energy production,
by separating it from U238
Civil use: Proportion of
U235 increased 4-5% to make
fuel for power stations
Military use: Uranium
enriched to 90% of U235 to
produce nuclear weapons

Reported
uranium
reserves

Slash the number of uranium
centrifuges from about
19,000 to 5,060 for 10 years

Stockpile of low-enriched
uranium to be reduced from
10,000 kg to 300 kg for 15 years
Sources: AFP

KABUL: Talibanmilitantsstormed
a US-funded aid group’s central
KabulcompoundonWednesday,
havingtargetedtheorganisation
for promoting Western culture
and the “inter-mixing” of men
and women.
Atleastfivepeoplewerekilled
anddozensmore woundedinthe
latest attack in the Afghan capital, which came even as US and
Talibanofficialsweremeetingin
Qatar for peace talks.
Theassaultbeganaroundmidday, with a large explosion at
Counterpart International, a
non-profit group funded primarilybytheUSAgencyforInternationalDevelopment(USAID)and
theUSstatedepartment.Interior
ministry spokesman Nasrat
Rahimi said four attackers then
entered the compound before
Afghansecurityforceslaunched
an hours-long clearance operation. At about 6:00 pm, Rahimi
said “all the attackers have been
killed.”
He said four civilians and one
police officer were also killed,
while about 200 people had been
rescued from the area throughouttheday.Inastatement,Counterpart said it was working to
confirmthewell-beingofitsstaff.
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid quickly claimed
responsibilityfortheattack,saying Counterpart International
wastargetedbecauseitpromoted
the “inter-mixing” of men and
women.Theaidgroupmentored
“Kabuladminworkersinvarious
aspects of brutality, oppression,
terror, anti-Islamic ideology &
promotion of western culture,”
Mujahid said on Twitter. AFP

Asia Bibi, woman in
blasphemy row,
leaves Pakistan
Imtiaz Ahmad
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Asia Bibi, a Christian

n

Britain's Prince Harry and wife Meghan hold their baby son during a photocall in Windsor Castle.

REUTERS

womanacquittedbytheSupreme
Courtinablasphemycasein2018,
has left Pakistan, reports said on
Wednesday.
Her counsel, Saiful Malook,
confirmedthatBibihadleftPakistan and has reached Canada.
While US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo said in a statement that
Bibi is “free” and has been
reunited with her family, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau declined to say if she is in
Canada,citing “sensitiveprivacy
issues and security issues.”
The British Pakistani Christian Association said they had
“received confirmation from a
British diplomat that Aasia Bibi
had safely exited Pakistan”.
“Aasia Bibi has left the country. She is a free person and travelled on her independent will,”
daily Dawn reported, quoting an
unnamed source.Thesource did

n

Asia Bibi

AFP FILE

not specify what her destination
was. Bibi was acquitted of blasphemy charges by the top court
onOctober31afterspendingnine
years on death row. The ruling
sparkedcountry-wideprotestsby
religio-political groups.
The allegations against Bibi
weremadeinJune2009whenshe
waslabouringinafieldandarow
broke out with some Muslim
women she was working with.
Her case gained prominence
after then Punjab governor SalmaanTaseerpleadedforaretrial
andwassubsequentlyshotdead.

whitesleevelesscoatdress,when
asked how she was finding being
a new mother.
She said the boy, the seventhin-line to the British throne was
calm, had the sweetest temperamentandwassleepingwell.“He’s
just been the dream,” she said,
promptingHarrytoquip:“Idon’t
know who he gets that from”.

Archie was born in the early
hours of Monday morning,
weighing 3.26 kg, but few other
detailshavebeengivenaboutthe
birth.
“It’s great, parenting is amazing,” Harry said. “It’s only been
two-and-a-half days, three days,
but we’re just so thrilled to have
our own little bundle of joy, to be

More than 20
Chinese arrested
for trafficking Pak
women to China

Trump lost $1.17 bn in 1985-94, says report

ISLAMABAD: More than 20 Chinese

Police officers survey the site of the blast in Lahore.

n IAEA surveillance to be installed
in mines, nuclear facilities

tonnes

LONDON: Britain’s Prince Harry

and his wife Meghan announced
on Wednesday they had named
theirnewbornsonArchieasthey
showed him off to the world, sayingtheir“littlebundleofjoy”was
magic.
In a post on their Instagram
accountaccompanyingapicture
of the parents with Queen Elizabeth, her husband Prince Philip
andMeghan’smotherDoriaRagland,thecouplesaidtheseventhin-line to the British throne
wouldbeknownasArchieHarrison Mountbatten-Windsor.
The announcement came
hours after the new royal got his
firsttasteoflifeinthelimelightas
Meghan and Harry appeared
with him before a small group of
media at St George’s Hall in
Windsor castle where they held
their wedding reception just
under a year ago. Harry tightly
cradled his son, wrapped in a
white shawl and wearing a hat.
“It’smagic-it’sprettyamazing
andIhavethetwobestguysinthe
world so I am really happy,” said
a beaming Meghan, wearing a

n President Hassan Rouhani
attends a nuclear technology
day event in Tehran.
AFP FILE

Scope of the deal

Karaj
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enrichment
equipment
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At least 10 killed in
Pak suicide bombing

ISLAMABAD : At least 10 people
including five policemen and
threecivilianswerekilledand26
othersinjuredinasuicidebombingtargetingapolicevanonsecurity duty at the Data Darbar in
Lahore on Wednesday.
Police officials said the attack
was carried out by 15-year-old
boy. Punjab chief minister’s
spokesperson,ShahbazGill,told
reportersthattheboycameoutof
a fruit shop, crossed over to the
police van, and then detonated
the bomb. An initial probe has
revealedthatthebombcontained
seven kilogrammes of explosive
material.
The Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JeA), a
breakaway faction of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
claimed responsibility for the
attack. “We also heard that
JamaatulAhrarhadclaimedthe

Key Iran nuclear facilities (approximate locations)

Reuters

S U F I S H R I N E TA R G E T E D

n

Snapshot of a deal gone awry
Historic 2015 pact was designed to block Iran’s pathway to a nuclear weapon

UK royal baby named Archie

HIGHLANDSRANCH,COLORADO: Two

high school students shot and
killed a classmate and injured
eightothersatacharterschoolin
a Colorado community that
marked the 20th anniversary of
one of the nation’s worst school
shootings just weeks ago.
Douglas County sheriff’s officialssaidDevonErickson,18,and
a younger student walked into
the STEM School Highlands
Ranch Tuesday afternoon and
opened fire on students in two
classrooms,promptingstudents
torunshoutingthroughthehalls
or to hide out of sight as gunfire
echoed through school.
Student Nui Giasolli on
Wednesday told NBC’s “Today”
showshewasinherBritishLiterature class when Erickson came
in late. “He walked to the other
side of the classroom where we
also had another door and he
openedthedoor.Hewalkedback
asifhewasgoingtogobacktohis
seat, then he walked back to the
door and he closed it. The next
thing I know he’s pulling a gun
andhe’stellingnobodytomove,”
she said.
She said another student
lunged at the shooter, giving the
otherstudentstimetodiveunder
the desks and flee to safety.
“At the moment no one really
knew what was going on so I
didn’t know they were bullets,”
said seventh-grader Sophia
Marks. “I just kind of saw like
flashes and we heard bangs.”AP

TALIBAN STORM
US-BACKED AID
GROUP IN KABUL,
AT LEAST 5 DEAD

nationals have been arrested
fromvariousPakistanicitiesduring an ongoing crackdown for
their alleged involvement in
arranging illegal marriages of
young Pakistani girls to Chinese
nationals and forcing them into
prostitution, officials said on
Wednesday.
The crackdown waslaunched
thisweekaftermediareportssaid
that several Pakistani girls were
subjected to sexual exploitation
byChinesehusbands aftergoing
to China. The officials said that
over 20 Chinese have been
arrested from various Pakistani
cities for their involvement in
arrangingfakemarriagesofPakistaniwomenandremovingtheir
organs and forcing them into
prostitution.
The Federal Investigation
Agency’santi-humantrafficking
cell arrested 14 Chinese from
twincitiesofIslamabadandRawalpindiandrecoveredthreePakistanigirls,saidtheofficialsinthe
interior ministry. “For the first
time illegal weapons were also
recoveredfromthearrestedChinese,” officials said, adding the
rescued women revealed that
they were being taken to China.
Hundreds of Chinese have come
to live in Pakistan in connection
with various development work
undertaken by the Chinese companies.
PTI
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WASHINGTON : President Donald

Trump may have lost more
moneythananyotherindividual
taxpayer in the US in 1985-1994
and ended the decade with $1.17
billion in losses, said a report,
amid a battle between him and
congressionalDemocratsfor his
income tax returns.
Trump was at the time a real
estatebusinessmanwithexpanding investments in casinos, an
airline, the stock market and
eveninafootballleagueteamand

abletospendsomeprecioustime
with him as he slowly starts to
grow up.”
After the brief photocall, the
couple took their baby to see
93-year-oldElizabeth,theworld’s
longest-reigning monarch, to
allow her to meet her eighth
great-grandchild. Meghan’s
motherisstayingwiththecouple.

he lost so much money, reported
TheNewYorkTimes,hewasable
to pay nothing by way of income
tax for eight of those 10 years.
Trump on Wednesday sought
to dismiss the report as “fake
news”andattributedthelossesto
depreciationclaimedtolowertax
obligations,whichhesaidwasso
common among realtors at the
time, it was a “sport”.
The NYT report raised questions once again about Trump’s
claims about his vast wealth and
businesssuccesses.Hiscorebusinesses lost $46.1 million in 1985,
$68.7mn in 1986, $42.2 mn in 1987,

$30.4mnin1988,$181.7mnin1989.
Theyears1990and1991sawcombined losses of $517.6 mn. Over
the remaining three years,
Trump’s core businesses lost
$286.9 mn. In all, he lost $1.17 bn.
TRUMP INVOKES PRIVILEGE TO PROTECT BARR
PresidentTrumpinvokedexecutiveprivilegetoblocktherelease
ofanun-redactedcopyofthespecial counsel’s Russia probe
report as a Democratic-led congressional panel considered a
contemptmoveagainstattorney
generalWilliamBarrforrefusing

to release the same.
Callingthecommitteerequest
fortheun-redactedcopyasa“blatantabuseofpower”by itschairman, Jerrold Nadler, the White
House said in a statement
Wednesday,“attheattorneygeneral’s request, the President has
no other option than to make a
protective assertion ofexecutive
privilege”. The statement came
shortly after Nadler convened a
meeting of the House judiciary
committee to debate and vote
througharecommendationtothe
full House a motion to hold Barr
in contempt of Congress.

SPY MUSEUM

Real spies, not James Bond, take spotlight
Agence France-Presse
n

letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: A lipstick pistol,

a button-hole camera, a lethal
umbrella and an authentic
waterboarding table: the espionage world’s heroic, ingenious and sordid sides are all on
show in Washington’s allnew, much-expanded International Spy Museum.
The hugely popular showplace that once conjured
James Bond and Austin Powers as much as it did actual
life-and-death Cold War
intrigue has grown and, in the
tailwind of 9/11 and the War
on Terror, grown up.
Relocated in a gleaming
new steel and glass building

n

Visitors at the new International Spy Museum

double the size of its former
premises, the Spy Museum
still amazes and charms with
the tales and gadgets of the

AFP

undercover world going back
centuries.
But now it also depicts the
complex and often unsettling

challenges of the world of
shadows, with visitors asked
in clever interactive games
and simulated situation
rooms to decide: could I be an
intelligence agent?
The Spy Museum has been
one of the US capital’s most
popular private destinations
since it opened in 2002.
The new premises opens
officially on Sunday, just
ahead of the summer tourist
season.
On show, as before, is the
iconic Aston Martin DB5 from
1964’s James Bond thriller
Goldfinger.
But now there is also room
for an equally sleek 1980s
Amber surveillance drone,
the precursor of the Predator.
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probes Etihad Airways’
Retail auto sales sputter ED
investment in Jet Privilege
in Apr amid poll worries
Jayshree P. Upadhyay and Rhik
Kundu
n

n

Dara Khosrowshahi, CEO of
MINT/FILE
Uber.

BASE EFFECT Sales declined due to the high base effect in the year-earlier period
Malyaban Ghosh

UBER DRIVERS TO
STAGE GLOBAL
PROTESTS ON EVE
OF $9 BN IPO
SAN FRANCISCO: Simmering
tensions between drivers and
ride-hailing companies are flaring
again, as drivers in major cities
across the US and the UK threatened strikes on Wednesday over
low wages and unstable working
conditions. Billed as an international protest in advance of Uber
Technologies Inc.’s planned initial
public offering this week, drivers
in London and nearby cities said
they would turn off their apps at
7am on Wednesday. In the US,
driver groups in Boston, Los
Angeles, New York, San Francisco
and other large cities said they
would participate in the strike
and encouraged users to boycott
the apps as well.

Online pharmacy Netmeds
in talks to raise $100 mn
MUMBAI: Online pharmacy
Netmeds has started a fundraising process to raise up to $100
million, as the industry consolidates amid regulatory troubles,
said three people, requesting
anonymity. The company has
appointed Credit Suisse as the
investment banker for the deal, as
it scouts for strategic and financial investors, said one of the
people cited above. Mint could
not independently ascertain the
names of potential investors
immediately as the fundraising
process is still at a fairly early
stage. While Credit Suisse declined to comment, Netmeds did
not respond to an email seeking
comment. Netmeds sells prescription and over-the-counter drugs,
and personal care products.
COMPILED FROM REPORTERS AND AGENCIES

n

malyaban.g@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Retail sales of motor
vehicles fell 8% to 1.64 million
units in April from a year earlier
as uncertainty over the outcome
of general elections and a liquidity squeeze hurt demand, data
released by the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Associations
(FADA) showed.
Retail sales of passenger vehicles, an indicator of urban
demand, fell by 2% to 242,457 units
from 247,278 units in the year earlier.
The drop in retail sales follows
an even faster decline in wholesale dispatches reported by the
companies in April. Maruti Suzuki India Ltd, the country’s largest automobile maker, reported a
19% drop in sales to 133,704 units,
while the second-largest, Hyundai Motor India Ltd, posted a volume decline of 10%. The third
largest carmaker, Mahindra &
Mahindra, reported a 9% drop in
vehicle dispatches in April.
Commercial vehicle sales fell
16% to 63,360 units owing to a
slowdown in economic activity,
lack of availability of finance and
slow transmission of interest rate
reductions. The new truck axle
norms, which allow trucks to
carry more freight, along with a
high base effect, also had an
adverse impact on retail sales of
commercial vehicles.
FADA president Ashish
Harsharaj Kale said inventory
has come down from the
extremely high levels of January
and February, but is still well
above the normal 30-day period.
“The near-term outlook continues to be negative with the
absence of any immediate positive triggers which could affect
retail sales. Despite the subdued

n

Retail sales of passenger vehicles, an indicator of urban demand, fell by 2% to 242,457 units from
247,278 units in the year earlier.

THE DROP IN RETAIL
SALES FOLLOWS AN
EVEN FASTER DECLINE
IN WHOLESALE
DISPATCHES REPORTED
BY THE FIRMS IN APRIL
retail sales, which are expected to
continue for the next 8-12 weeks,
we still believe that the outlook
for auto retail can soon turn positive if there is a stable government, healthy monsoon and easing of the liquidity situation,”
added Kale.
Increased cost of ownership
owing to a hike in insurance cost
and subdued demand in the rural
and urban areas led to a 9% year-

on-year decline in sales of motorcycles and scooters to 1.29 million
units in April.
According to a survey conducted by FADA among its members, average inventory with passenger vehicle dealers is still
above the 30-day period and ranges between 40 and 45 days, while
the same for two-wheelers have
come down to 40-45 days from
85-90 days in February. Average
stocks of commercial vehicles
with dealers are also in the same
range.
According to a statement
issued by FADA, most of the vehicle categories reported a decline
in sales due to the high base effect
in the year-earlier period.
Thirty-nine percent of the
members of the lobby group are of

MINT

the opinion that the current
liquidity scenario is quite bad for
retail business while 47% think
the situation is neither negative
nor positive, the survey found.
“The liquidity situation has
eased for customers compared to
what we had experienced since
the bankruptcy announcement of
IL&FS (Infrastructure Leasing &
Financial Services Ltd) but for
the dealers it is still very tough.
We want to reduce the inventory
to 21 days going forward, since
that will help improve our financials,” added Kale.
On a sequential basis, passenger vehicle retail sales decreased
by 4% while commercial vehicles
increased by 2%. Two-wheeler
sales also registered a drop of 4%
on a month-on-month basis.

jayshree.p@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The finance ministry’s

Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has begun an initial probe into
Etihad Airways PJSC’s investment in Jet Privilege Pvt. Ltd
(JPPL), the frequent-flyer programme of Jet Airways (India)
Ltd.
The country’s top economic
intelligence agency is seeking to
ascertain whether certain foreign direct investment (FDI)
norms were violated when the
Abu Dhabi-based carrier took a
stake in JPPL in 2014, a senior ED
official said on condition of anonymity.
“ED is examining Etihad Airways’ investment in JPPL and
whether there were any violations of FDI norms in the process,” the official said, adding that
the agency was also probing if
Etihad secured the necessary
approvals from the erstwhile
Foreign Investment and Planning Board (FIPB) for making
the investment. India abolished
FIPB in May 2017.
The ED official said the
agency had called certain Jet
Airways officials for questioning
this month to understand the
structure of the deal that saw Etihad pick up a controlling stake in
JPPL. “Previous queries raised
by FIPB to both Jet and Etihad
immediately after the deal in
2014 had gone unanswered,” said
the official.
The probe threatens to intensify woes for Jet Airways, which
suspended services on April 17
amid a cash crunch and over $1
billion in debt. A revival of the
carrier depends on securing
investors to infuse funds. Lenders to the airline have called for
bids from potential investors by
Friday.
JPPL was incorporated as a
wholly-owned unit of Jet Airways in 2012, but was hived off as
an independent entity in 2014
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The probe threatens to intensify woes for Jet Airways, which
suspended services on April 17 amid a cash crunch.

THE ED IS SEEKING TO
ASCERTAIN WHETHER
CERTAIN FDI NORMS
WERE VIOLATED WHEN
ETIHAD TOOK A STAKE IN
JPPL IN 2014
after Etihad bought a 50.1% stake
for $150 million valuing the firm
at $300 million. Etihad’s JPPL
investment was part of its overall $600 million investment in Jet
Airways announced in April
2013.
At present, Etihad has a 50.1%
stake in JPPL, while Jet Airways
holds 49.9%. Even as Jet Airways
struggled to find an investor last
year, JPPL continued to grow.
A spokesperson for Etihad
said the airline had not yet been
contacted by ED.
“Etihad acquired its share in
JPPL nearly six years ago in
compliance with all regulatory
requirements. Any queries
relating to JPPL should be made
directly to them,” said the
spokesperson.
A Jet Airways spokesperson
said queries from Mint were forwarded to the JPPL team. JPPL

US moves to levy tariffs on Chinese goods Sensex tracks weakness in
global markets, tanks 487 pts
Bloomberg
n

feedback@livemint.com

WASHINGTON/NEW YORK: The US

and China sent conflicting signals over trade, with US President Donald Trump expressing
optimism about the prospect of a
deal and Beijing warning that it
will retaliate if the US follows
through on a threat to hike tariffs.
Trump said on Wednesday
that China indicated it hopes to
“make a deal” when senior Chinese officials visit Washington
for negotiations on Thursday and
Friday. The US has said it will to
raise tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese goods to 25% from 10% on
Friday at 12.01am New Yorktime.
“We have gotten an indication
they want to make a deal, our
teams are meeting with their
team tomorrow, we will see what
happens,” White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders
told reporters after the president
commented in a series of tweets.
US stocks climbed on the comments from the White House. But
only hours after Trump’s tweets,
China’s commerce ministry
warned that the government will

n

US President Donald Trump.

“have to adopt necessary countermeasures” if the US implements its plan to raise duties. The
S&P 500 Index traded little
changed as of 12.08pm in New
York.
“Escalating the trade conflict
is not in the interest of the people
in both countries and the world.
China deeply regrets the move,”
the ministry said in a statement.
With less than 36 hours before
the higher tariffs take effect,
investors are on edge over the
risk that talks between the
world’s two-biggest economies
will derail, sinking hopes for a

REUTERS/FILE

lasting truce to their trade war.
“It’s in both countries’ interest
to reach a deal. The consequence
of a failure is that the economic
relationship between the two
countries will decouple,” said
Cheng Li, research director of the
Brookings Institution’s John L.
Thornton China Center. “The
environment has changed.
There’s a possibility that China
will play a hard ball.”
In a tweet on Wednesday
morning, Trump also took a shot
at his challengers, singling out
former vice-president Joe Biden,
who is running for the 2020 Demo-

GlaxoSmithKline can resume
sale of Sensodyne: Bombay HC
Kanchan Chaudhari
n

kanchan.chaudhari@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: In a reprieve for GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Ltd, the Bombay high court
recently allowed the pharmaceutical major to resume the sale
of Sensodyne toothpaste, which
had been put on hold for around
seven months.
The company had approached
the high court after the Food and
Drugs Administration (FDA),
Maharashtra, in September
2018, restrained it from disposing
of its stock on the grounds that
the toothpaste was being sold as
a “cosmetic product”.
According to the FDA,
although the toothpaste was
being sold as a cosmetic product,
its label stated “repair and protect, clinically proven relief and
daily protection for sensitive
teeth”, and hence it was not a
“cosmetic product”. Therefore,
the statement breached provisions of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940, and the firm was liable
for action for contravention.
In its petition, the company
said the product was in the market for a considerably long time
and was approved as of standard
quality and it was not that it was

FDA, IN SEPTEMBER
2018, RESTRAINED GSK
FROM DISPOSING OF ITS
STOCK ON THE GROUNDS
THAT THE TOOTHPASTE
WAS BEING SOLD AS A
‘COSMETIC PRODUCT’
harmful or dangerous to the consumer. It also complained that
the entire stock of 80 batches
comprising seven variants of the
product was subjected to coercive action, without conducting
necessary tests to ascertain if it
was a cosmetic product or a drug.
The company also challenged
the constitutional validity of Section 17C(c) of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, which provides for
misbranding a cosmetic.
It said that it was highly arbitrary as it conferred untrammelled and unguided power on
authorities.
Government pleader Abhinandan Vagyani responded to the
petition, contending that the fluoride toothpaste contained 5%
potassium nitrate, which is antisensitizing and bears properties
of decreasing excitability of

intra-dental nerve action, and
this is indicative of the fact that
the product is used for treatment
and therefore, not a cosmetic.
A division bench of justice
Ranjit More and justice Bharati
Dangre granted relief to the multinational pharma major primarily in view of the fact that
although there was an issue with
respect to the categorization of
the product, the FDA’s case was
not that it was harmful or dangerous to the consumer.
The judges also noted that
although the restraining order
was passed in September 2018,
the FDA had not carried out testing to ascertain its category, and
had merely restrained the company from disposing the stock on
the ground that it was a “misbranded” cosmetic.
The bench clarified the
authority was definitely empowered to take action if a product is
found to be a drug and not a cosmetic and consequences would
follow.
However, it felt the interest of
justice will be served if the FDA
was directed to retain the samples of seven variants of the
toothpaste and to release the
remaining stock to be sold in the
market.

cratic presidential nomination,
saying China would prefer to
negotiate with them. Biden has
been criticized in recent weeks
for playing down the economic
threat posed by China, arguing
the US is in a much stronger position than Trump credits it with.
The US Trade Representative’s office took a formal step
toward implementing the tariffs
on Wednesday by publishing a
Federal Register notice confirming the duties will increase.
Trump said in another tweet
on Wednesday that “China has
just informed us that they (VicePremier) are now coming to the
U.S. to make a deal. We’ll see, but
I am very happy with over $100
Billion a year in Tariffs filling
U.S. coffers.”
Beijing’s top trade negotiator,
Liu He, is travelling to the US on
Thursday and Friday for highstakes talks.
US officials have said Chinese
negotiators reneged in the past
week on provisions in a draft deal
the US considered settled. The
developments raise the prospect
that talks between the US and
China to resolve their trade war
could collapse entirely.

SOFTBANK TO
SPEND $4 BN
TO RAISE STAKE
IN YAHOO JAPAN
Reuters
n

feedback@livemint.com

TOKYO: Japanese telco SoftBank

Corp. said on Wednesday it
would spend $4 billion to up its
stake in Yahoo Japan Corp. and
turn the internet company into a
subsidiary, a move that would
help boost its profit by 24% this
year.
The telco said it would buy
456.5 billion yen ($4.2 billion)
worth of new shares to be issued
by Yahoo Japan, increasing SoftBank Corp.’s stake to 45% from
12%.
With that addition, SoftBank
Corp., which listed in December
in Japan’s largest-ever initial
public offering, forecast its operating profit would rise to 890 billion yen in the current financial
year through March 2020.
SoftBank Corp. will buy the
shares at 302 yen each, or a 2.3%
discount to Wednesday’s closing
price.
Separately on Wednesday,
SoftBank Corp.’s parent SoftBank Group Corp. said it would
sell its 36% stake in Yahoo Japan
back to the internet company.

Press Trust of India
n

feedback@livemint.com

Apple prepares
push in India with
shortlist for its
first retail store
Bloomberg

MUMBAI: Markets wilted under

selling pressure for the sixth
straight day on Wednesday as
investor sentiment remained
grim amid US-China trade tensions and declining foreign fund
inflows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
plunged 487.50 points, or 1.27%, to
end at 37,789.13; while the broader
NSE Nifty sank 138.45 points, or
1.20%, to 11,359.45.
According to traders, domestic
equities tracked weakness in
global markets, which have been
rattled ever since US President
Donald Trump on Sunday threatened to hike tariffs on $200 billion
worth of Chinese goods this week.
The recent flare-up in tensions
between the world’s two top economies has sent investors scurrying to safe-haven assets like
bonds, gold and the Japanese yen.
A depreciating rupee, mixed
corporate earnings and caution
ahead of the elections outcome
added to the gloom, analysts
added.
Index heavyweight Reliance
Industries Ltd was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack, skidding
3.35%, followed by Bajaj Finance,
Tata Motors, Bajaj Auto, State
Bank of India and Vedanta.
HDFC twins, Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Yes Bank and IndusInd
Bank were among the other laggards.
Only Asian Paints, HCL Tech
and Tata Consultancy Services
ended in the green, rising up to

MINT

and Jet Airways did not respond
to the queries till press time.
JPPL managing director and
chief executive Manish Dureja
didn’t respond to phone calls.
This is not the first time Jet
Airways is being probed. ED is
the third central agency to look
into the activities of Jet Airways
and its group firms. The ministry
of corporate affairs (MCA) has
begun a probe into Jet Airways
and is examining its books and
disclosures for potential violations of the Companies Act.
“The registrar of companies,
Mumbai is expected to submit its
probe report to MCA by the end
of May,” said another government official, requesting anonymity.
In September, the income tax
department raided Jet Airways
and drafted a report in February
2019. “The investigation report
has found tax evasion of over
₹600 crore. There were some
transactions concerning a
Dubai-based entity, which were
found to be of a suspicious
nature,” an income tax official
said on condition of anonymity.
“Commissions were paid to this
Dubai-based company, which
were excessive in nature.”

n
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BENGALURU : Apple Inc. has final-

n

A depreciating rupee, mixed corporate earnings and caution ahead
of the elections outcome added to the gloom.
MINT

0.60%.
“The domestic markets have
been on the decline for the last
two days mainly due to the flare
up in the US-China trade war. A
lack of an agreement between the
two economies could hurt global
growth in the near term.
“Q4FY19 earnings season so
far has mainly been lackluster.
Also, the ongoing general elections have kept major market
participants cautious. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs),
which have been supporting the
market through their inflows,
have turned sellers in the past few
days. Expect markets to remain
volatile until elections results
(May 23rd),” said Hemang Jani,
head, advisory, Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas.
All sectoral indices on BSE
ended in the red, led by energy,
realty, utilities, oil and gas,

finance, bankex, healthcare, telecom and teck, which tumbled up
to 2.51%. The broader BSE smallcap and midcap indices too ended
lower by up to 1.21%.
Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) sold shares worth a net
₹645.08 crore on Tuesday, while
domestic institutional investors
(DIIs) purchased equities to the
tune of ₹818.84 crore, provisional
data available with stock
exchanges showed.
Other Asian bourses ended
significantly lower following
weak Chinese trade data. The
Shanghai Composite Index
declined 1.12%, Hang Seng 1.23%,
Nikkei 1.46% and Kospi 0.41%.
European stocks were trading
on a mixed note in early trade.
The rupee on Wednesday fell
further by 28 paise to 69.71 against
the US currency, extending its
losses for the third straight day.

ized a short list of locations for its
first retail store in India, according to people familiar with the
plans, as the company redoubles
its efforts in the world’s fastestgrowing smartphone market.
Apple has zeroed in on several
upscale sites in Mumbai, and
plans to make a final decision in
the next few weeks, said the people, asking not to be named
because the discussions are private. The vetted spots are comparable to iconic Apple locations on
Fifth Avenue in New York,
Regent Street in London or the
Champs-Elysees in Paris.
Apple has been prohibited
from opening its own stores in the
country because it doesn’t meet
local sourcing requirements, but
it’s shifting manufacturing into
India and is in talks with the centre about its retail expansion.
The Cupertino, Californiabased company has struggled to
establish itself in India where
consumers have opted for less
expensive Chinese brands such
as Xiaomi and Vivo. But chief
executive Tim Cook has vowed to
improve in the fast-growing market, especially as Apple loses
ground in China. Manufacturing
in India will also allow the company to sidestep 20% tariffs on
imported phones, making its
devices more competitive.

US objects to RBI’s new credit registry
Asit Ranjan Mishra
n

asit.m@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: The US administration
has objected to the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) move to create a
new public credit registry (PCR),
on the grounds that the non-profit
credit information firm will be
anti-competitive for private
credit bureaus (PCBs). The PCR
is planned as a repository of loan
information of individuals and
corporate borrowers to curb bad
loans.
A PCR will help banks distinguish between good and bad borrowers and accordingly offer
attractive interest rates to good
borrowers and lend to bad borrowers at higher interest rates.
The move is based on the recommendations of a task force set
up in 2017, headed by Y.M. Deosthalee. The committee submitted

THE US HAS SAID THAT
THE NON-PROFIT CREDIT
INFORMATION FIRM WILL
BE ANTI-COMPETITIVE
FOR PRIVATE CREDIT
BUREAUS IN INDIA
its report in April 2018 and the
central bank made it public in
June last year.
In October last year, the RBI
had invited expressions of interest for developing the registry
from companies with a turnover
of more than ₹100 crore in the last
three years. It has shortlisted six
major technology companies,
including Tata Consultancy Services, Wipro and IBM India.
Four PCBs are operating in
India, of which TransUnion
CIBIL Ltd and Equifax Credit

Information Services Pvt. Ltd are
US-owned companies. The other
two PCBs are Experian Credit
Information Co. of India Pvt. Ltd
and CRIF High Mark.
A government official with
knowledge of the matter said the
US has complained that the PCR
will limit PCBs’ access to data and
hinder their scope and ability to
operate optimally in the country.
Instead, it wants India to create a
PCR to provide regulators with
data to perform supervisory
duties. India in its response to the
US has said its concerns are misplaced and PCR will not affect the
functioning of PCBs in India. The
official said India has informed
the US that PCBs will have access
to the PCR data as required to
carry out their mandate and as
decided by the RBI.
“Private credit bureaus will
have to focus on and generate

value from analytics, rather than
from the unique access to data
enshrined by regulation. A PCR,
limited to regulatory and supervisory usage only, will not be a
‘public’ credit registry in the true
sense of the term and defeat the
purpose of democratization of
credit information,” the official
said on condition of anonymity.
RBI deputy governor Viral
Acharya had said in January this
year that globally, PCBs and
PCRs both operate in the same
space. “PCBs can be legislatively
authorized to receive credit data.
However, being for-profit enterprises, they may focus primarily
on those data segments around
which it is most profitable to build
a business model. Indeed, it is
found internationally that a PCR,
being a non-profit enterprise, is
able to ensure much better data
coverage than PCBs,” he added.
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Kane Richardson.
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KANE TO REPLACE
INJURED JHYE IN
AUS CUP SQUAD
SYDNEY: Australian fast bowler
Jhye Richardson was ruled out of
the World Cup on Wednesday
after failing to recover from a
dislocated shoulder, with Kane
Richardson replacing him. He
picked up the injury during
Australia’s series against Pakistan
in the UAE in March, but was
included in the squad for the
World Cup. But recent tests
showed he would not be ready in
time. Kane Richardson was called
up to replace him, with long-time
pace spearhead Josh Hazlewood,
who has been put of action since
January with a back injury,
overlooked. When the squad was
announced last month, chief
selector Trevor Hohns said the
focus was on having Hazlewood
ready for the Ashes in England
which begins in August.

Pointless to fret over No 4
in age of T20: Kapil
NEW DELHI:India should not fret
over a designated No 4 at the
World Cup, Kapil Dev said.
All-rounder Vijay Shankar is
expected to bat at four while KL
Rahul is a back-up option. But
Kapil, who led India to the 1983
triumph, said: “In the age of T20,
it’s difficult to say who’s an
opener and who’s No 4. The
mindset these days is anybody
can go and bat (at any number).
Remember when Dhoni went
before Yuvraj in Mumbai (in the
2011 final win)?” “In the last 10
years, cricket has changed so
much it almost feels odd to have
permanent slots, maybe with the
exception of openers. These days
you can even send an opener to
bat at No 4.”

Pujara to play in Saurashtra
Premier League
RAJKOT: India’s Test mainstay
Cheteshwar Pujara will feature in
the inaugural edition of the
Saurashtra Premier League (SPL),
a T20, which begins from May 14.
Pujara has started playing in T20
leagues, including the DY Patil T20
Cup in Navi Mumbai.

Afghanistan cricket team
likely to shift to Lucknow
LUCKNOW:The Afghanistan
cricket team is likely to shift base
from Dehradun to Lucknow and
make the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
International Cricket Stadium its
new home ground. The move was
prompted because of availability
of a five-star hotel. A final
decision will be taken at a meeting of the Afghan and Indian
cricket boards on May 16.

PantblastoustsSunrisers,
Delhionestepfromfinal
GAME CHANGER Delhi keeper turns game on its head by scoring 21 runs in the 18th over by Thampi
Khurram Habib
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

WOMEN’S T20
CHALLENGE

3.30pm: Supernovas v
Velocity, live on Star
Sports 1, SS1 HD, SS2,
SS2HD, SS1 Hin, SS1 HD
Hindi

FOOTBALL
EUROPA LEAGUE

12.30am (FRI): Valencia v
Arsenal, Semi-final leg 2,
live on Sony Ten 2 & Ten
2HD
12.30am (FRI): Chelsea v
Frankfurt, Semi-final leg
2, live on Sony Ten 1 & Ten
1HD

TENNIS
ATP 1000

3.30pm: Madrid Open
Day 4, live on Sony ESPN
& ESPN HD

n

VISAKHAPATNAM: Rashid Khan

hasn’thadtoomanygoodoutings
in his last five IPL games, even
going at 11 an over in the last
matchagainstRoyalChallengers
Bangalore. But like a true bigmatchplayer,heraisedhisgame
afewnotchestomakeDelhiCapitals stutter towards the end of
their middle-overs phase.
Rashid’s battle against RishabhPantwasexpectedtodecide
the course of this Eliminator
between SRH and DC. While it
didn’t pan out as the leg-spinner
barely got to bowl at him, the
wicket-keeper batsman saw the
blows inflicted by his rival from
the other end.
From 111/3 in 14 overs with
Delhi cruising thanksto ballistic
batting by opener Prithvi Shaw
(56 off 38b), the scales were
evenedafter15overs,followinga
double-wicketmaidenbyRashid,
who removed big-hitters Colin
Munro and Axar Patel.
He couldn’t get rid of Pant
though,whohitRashid’sAfghan
teammateMohammedNabifora
six in the next over to keep the
marchtothe163-runtargetalive.
Pant then turned it on against
Basil Thampi, picking 20 of the
first four balls of the 18th over – it
went for 22 runs -- tilting the
scales in Delhi’s favour.
TOO CLOSE
Delhi eventually completed a
thrilling two-wicket win with a
balltospare,reaching165/8after
Pant was out for 49 (20b).
Shaw and Shikhar Dhawan
put on 55 without loss in the powerplay overs. Despite Dhawan
falling, DC maintained a decent
runrateinthenextsixovers,adding42withoutlosingmanywickets unlike Hyderabad, who lost
the match during the middle
overs.
AgainstDelhi’s42,Hyderabad
had managed just 28 from overs
6-12 and kept losing wickets
thereafter before Vijay Shankar
played shots all around the
ground to take them past 160.

STRAIGHTT D

AMRIT MATHUR
HUR
Players grab all attention but
cricket is sustained by fans, it’s a
solid vote bank. IPL demonstrates they run the game and
ensure cricket suffers no slowdown or spectator fatigue. With
fans voting for cricket, matches
are repeatedly sold out, TV viewership keeps rising and sponsors
happily write out big cheques.
Fans are the core of cricket’s
multi-crore commercial universe and its expanding ecosystem. Despite this fundamental
truth, cricket neglected and
exploited fans, taking them for
granted. There is occasional talk
of a ‘fan first’ policy that respects
its supporters, but this remains
a hollow slogan, much like an
election manifesto promise.
Two developments however
made a positive change for fans.
IPL, given its commercial character, realised it needed fans as

T20 CHALLENGE

Dhoni banks on
experience for
second chance
HT Correspondent
n

n

scorecard

Rishabh Pant hit a 21-ball 49 with two fours and five sixes to help
Delhi Capitals beat Sunrisers Hyderabad by two wickets.
BCCI

Though he lasted just 11 balls,
the all-rounder ensured SRH
reachacompetitivetotalandsent
outamessageabouthisabilityto
the Indian team management,
who plan to sendhim in at No 4 at
the World Cup.
His 36-run partnership off 16
ballswithNabi(20off13)soothed
thenervesintheSunriserscamp
afterCapitalshadstrangledthem
in the middle overs with spin.
Leg-spinner Amit Mishra, in
particular, took 1/10 in his first
three overs during a period that
saw SRH lose track.
Mishra came on with Capitals
havingconceded54inthepowerplayovers.Hebowled10dotballs
in the first three overs, mostly to
Manish Pandey.

allies for monetising media
rights, building team loyalty and
attracting fun-loving spectators
to the cricket carnival.
As part of its cricket clean up
act, the Supreme Court also
chipped in with support for fans.
In a telling observation, it said
fans owned the game and officials only had an administrative
responsibility. The court-approved BCCI constitution
acknowledged the primacy of
fans.
Such affirmation led to a
growing understanding about
their importance but a bigger
change was triggered by fans
themselves. Earlier, the average
awe-struck fan lined the streets
to catch a glimpse of players
driving past in the team bus, or
stood in the hotel lobby for a
selfie that didn’t happen.
Now, in a digital India, the fan
is vastly different, no less passionate but more demanding. He
will still endure a lot to watch
cricket but being tech savvy and
knowledgeable, he is not a passive consumer anymore but
engaged, connected. Even while
watching matches he is busy on
his smart phone with friends,

SRH, despite Martin Guptill,
Pandey and skipper Kane Williamsonatthecrease,foundithard
toextendthepowerplaymomentumsetbyGuptillwithhis19-ball
36. Mishra got rid of Guptill
throughaslogsweepforacrucial
breakthrough.
AxarPatelattheotherendlent
support. SRH, having made 54 in
thefirstsixovers,struggledinthe
nextsix.WilliamsonandPandey
had no answer against spin and
fell trying to force the pace
against the returning pace bowlers. At 111/4 after 16th over, it
lookedlikeDCwouldhaveiteasy.
But Shankar defied them with a
hook, a punched cover drive, a
lofted hit over long off and a big
hit over mid-wicket.

n

Sunrisers Hyderabad

W Saha c Iyer b Sharma
8 (9)
M Guptill c Paul b Mishra
36 (19)
M Pandey c R’ford b Paul 30 (36)
K Williamson b Sharma
28 (27)
V Shankar c Patel b Boult
25 (11)
M Nabi c Patel b Paul
20 (13)
D Hooda run out
4 (4)
R Khan c Pant b Paul
0 (1)
B Kumar not out
0 (0)
B Thampi not out
1 (1)
n Extras (lb 2, nb 1, w 7)
10
n Total (for 8 wkts, 20 ovs)
162
n FoW: 1-31, 2-56, 3-90, 4-111, 5-147,
6-160, 7-161, 8-161
n Bowling: Boult 3-0-37-1, Sharma
4-0-34-2, A Patel 4-0-30-0, A
Mishra 4-0-16-1, K Paul 4-0-32-3,
Rutherford 1-0-11-0.

n
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BRISBANE: Will Young stroked a

Danielle Wyatt (left) and Shafali Verma helped Mithali Raj’s
Velocity beat Trailblazers by 3 wickets in a T20 Challenge
match in Jaipur. Wyatt scored 46 and Verma 34.
BCCI

IN A DIGITAL INDIA, THE
FAN IS VASTLY
DIFFERENT, NO LESS
PASSIONATE BUT MORE
DEMANDING. HE WILL
STILL ENDURE A LOT TO
WATCH CRICKET BUT
BEING TECH SAVVY AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE, HE IS
NO MORE A PASSIVE
CONSUMER
furiously texting/discussing/
commenting on action. The
transformation is truly gamechanging. The fan is now a
player!
In this journey from passive
consumption to active participation, the fan challenges himself
by taking part in fantasy sports
games online. Excited about
testing his knowledge, he can
play for free or pay a small entry
fee to compete with the prospect
of earning money. In IPL, for
instance, he picks the playing
eleven for both teams based on
form, team balance, pitch and

weather. This requires skill
given IPL teams have a 25-member squad and selection must factor in many variables, not least
the four foreign player rule.
FANTASY GAMES
Fuelled by fan interest, internet
penetration, low data rates and
smart phone usage, fantasy
sports companies are booming.
MS Dhoni endorses the industry
leader while there are other
players too in the market, gaming companies led by Virat
Kohli, Virender Sehwag,
Gautam Gambhir and Prithvi
Shaw.
In addition, in the background, 300-plus coaching institutes offer expert advise to fantasy sport gamers. Cricket is the
favoured sport, but there is considerable interest in football and
kabaddi too.
With the numbers growing,
that of operators and users, the
fantasy sports industry adds a
new dimension to sport. It is the
fan who is the real winner – he
now has greater skin in the
game.
(The author is a senior sports administrator. Views are personal)

Smith hits classy 89 but Kiwis
win World Cup warm-up game
Agence France-Presse

n

MS Dhoni and Ambati Rayudu took CSK to a respectable 131/4 after
PTI
top-order failure.

Delhi Capitals
P Shaw c Shankar b Ahmed 56 (38)
S Dhawan st Saha b Hooda 17 (16)
S Iyer c Saha b Ahmed 8 (10)
R Pant c Nabi b Kumar 49 (21)
C Munro lbw Rashid 14 (13)
A Patel c Saha b Rashid 0 (3)
S Rutherford c Nabi b Kumar 9 (12)
K Paul not out 5 (4)
A Mishra obstruct field 1(2)
T Boult not out 0 (0)
n Extras (b 1, w 5) 6
n Total (for 8 wkts, 19.5 ovs)
165
n FoW: 1-66, 2-84, 3-87, 4-111, 5-111,
6-151, 7-158, 8-161
n Bowling: Kumar 4-0-42-2, Nabi
4-0-29-0, Ahmed 2.5-0-24-2, Rashid
4-1-15-2, Thampi 4-0-41-0, Hooda
1-0-13-1.
n
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CHENNAI: Three defeats against
the same opposition in a season
are unprecedented for Chennai
Super Kings, the reigning Indian
Premier League champions
seeking to win a fourth time.
Mumbai Indians, the other
three-time champions in IPL,
have been a puzzle to MS Dhoni
and Co this season, after losing at
MA Chidambaram Stadium,
their fortress, for the second
time this season.
The setback in Tuesday’s
Qualifier 1, which Mumbai won
by six wickets on a turning track,
means CSK will have to take a
longer route if they are to enter
the final. They will have to win
Qualifier 2.
“It was an off-game for us and
it’s bad to have this kind of a
game at this stage of the tournament. Still, the good thing is
you’re top two so you get another
chance. So, rather than going
over the wicket, now you have to
go round the wicket. The journey
becomes slightly long,” Dhoni
said.
CSK’s batting line-up struggled to negate the threat posed by
the pitch, which was exploited to
the hilt by MI spinners. They
kept the hosts in check and
restricted them to 131 runs,
which MI surpassed with nine
balls to spare.
“At home, we had to assess the
conditions quickly. We have
played 6 to 7 games already,
that’s the home advantage. We

needed to know how the pitch
behaves, would it be tacky? Is the
ball coming on or not, those were
the things we didn’t do well, I
think the batting needs to get better,”
‘USE EXPERIENCE MORE’
Dhoni urged his colleagues to
use their experience in the coming matches. “When you have
experienced players in the side,
that’s what you bank on them.
You’re not banking on them for
extraordinary fielding. It’s just
that they have to use their experience slightly more. Hopefully
we’ll crack the code,” he said.
CSK had lost the top three
with just 32 runs on board, and
even though Dhoni and Rayudu
steadied the ship, the total was
below par.
“These are the best batsmen
we have got, it looks like we are
are batting well, but at times, but
in different games, they pull off
shots that shouldn’t be played.
These are the players who we
have banked on. They have the
experience and they should
know to assess the conditions
better, hopefully, we will do well
in the next game,” said.
The bowling, too, has to be
more accurate, said Dhoni.
“I think we were a bit unlucky
at times, some balls dropped
right in the middle, a few catches
weren’t taken.
“We perhaps had to bowl
slightly away from the batsmen,
we didn’thaverunson the board,
every boundary conceded in a
130 defence is bad.”

IPL fans now active participants IPL’s six-pack: Analysing
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masterful 130 to steer an understrength New Zealand to a seven-wicket win over Australia in
a World Cup practice match
Wednesday, outshining a classy
unbeaten 89 from Steve Smith.
The visitors chased down
their 278 target with 10 balls to
spare, inflicting the first oneday defeat on Australia in 10
games, although this was not
counted as a full international.
Young, who is uncapped and
not part of New Zealand’s World
Cup squad, was eventually run
out after smacking 11 fours and
two sixes in his 132-ball knock.
George Worker (56) and Tom
Latham (69 not out) were also
among the runs as New Zealand,
missing Kane Williamson, Mar-

tin Guptill and Trent Boult,
made 283 for three in reply to
Australia’s 277 for six.
Australian pace spearhead
Mitchell Starc made his longawaited return from injury and
was the pick of a lacklustre
bowling attack, taking 2-14 off
five overs with trademark yorkers before being withdrawn
from the action.
It was his first match back
since tearing a muscle three
months ago.
STAR ATTRACTION
Earlier, former skipper Smith
was the star attraction with his
89, including four big sixes, in
only his second game in Australian colours since his one-year
ban for ball-tampering expired.
He came to the crease when
Shaun Marsh was out for 28 and
was in fine touch in a major

boost for Australia ahead of
their World Cup defence in
England.
Usman Khawaja and Glenn
Maxwell were also in form, scoring 56 and 52 respectively.
But David Warner, who made
39 on his return from the “Sandpapergate” scandal in the first of
the three unofficial matches in
Brisbane on Monday, did not
fare so well.
Warner, who has been in
impressive form in Indian Premier League, opened the
innings with Aaron Finch,
rather than Khawaja, but was
soon back on the sidelines after
spooning a catch to cover without scoring, lasting just six
balls.
Australia won the first match
by one wicket, with the final
game at Allan Border Field on
Friday.

the bowlers this season
Karthik Shashidhar
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Into its 12th season

now, the IPL has gone on for long
enough for statisticians to
unearth strong patterns. Last
week, we classified the batsmen
into six distinct categories by
observing how they collect their
runs. Drawing from the same
well of data, today we take a look
at the bowlers.
Based on the clustering analysis that observes the outcome of
a delivery (a blend of the runs
conceded and the wickets
scalped) we find that, just as was
the case with the batsmen, there
are six broad groups of IPL bowlers as well. Some of the results
are alarming, to say the least.
You’d perhaps be surprised to
know that Ajit Agarkar is not too
different from Dwayne Bravo,
the all-time leading wicket-taker
in T20 . Or that, somehow, almost
magically, Piyush Chawla finds
himself in the best category, and
holds his own against the likes of
Jasprit Bumrah and Lasith
Malinga. Bowlers who have
bowled less than 750 balls across
seasons have been excluded.
LEATHER-HUNTERS
Bowlers who bowl the fewest dot
balls are, understandably, the
part-timers. Picked mainly for
their prowess with the bat, the

likes of Suresh Raina, Yuvraj
Singh and Kieron Pollard end up
bowling a few overs in most
matches, and just as regularly
they are milked for singles in
more than half the balls they
bowl. Two proper bowlers also
makethis unenvied list, Kuldeep
Yadav and Krunal Pandya.
END-GAMERS
These men regularly bowl at the
death for their teams, which is
reflected in the fact that they all
get hit at a strike rate of 140.
Dwayne Bravo, James Faulkner
and Jaydev Unadkat—these
bowlers bowl few dot balls, but
are above average in all other
outcomes, including, significantly, filling up the wickets column.
TURNERS
Interestingly, most of the spinners —wrist or finger, Indian or
overseas—have managed to fall
into one bucket. Whether it is offspinner Harbhajan Singh, legspinner Shane Warne or the odd
part-timer in Rohit Sharma, they
tend to bowl few dot balls, concede plenty of singles and are hit
for more sixes than the average
bowler. But here’s the good part:
no other type of bowler is hit for
lesser fours.
NEW-BALL MISERS
Pacers who tend to operate with

the new ball and not bowl too
many overs at the death, such as
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Ishant
Sharma and Dale Steyn, do far
better than others of their ilk by
bowling plenty of dot balls and
not conceding too many singles,
twos or sixes. But they do end up
being driven for more boundaries than the average pacer.
OLD-BALL
WICKET-TAKERS
This category also predominantly contains pacers, but those
who don’t generally open the
bowling. Umesh Yadav, Zaheer
Khan, Mohit Sharma and Mitchell McClenaghan—they all take
far more wickets than their newball contemporaries, but end up
getting regularly smacked for
fours and sixes, which in turn
makes the fans in the stands
wonder if they would’ve been
better off bowling with the new
ball.
LEGENDS
Lasith Malinga.JaspritBumrah.
Rashid Khan. Sunil Narine. And,
wait for it, Piyush Chawla.
Everyone in this category
(Chawla included) is superior on
all the metrics—high proportion
of dot balls and low on fours and
sixes. They are, in short, the
complete package and a real
go-to for any fielding captain in
clutch situations.

The six kinds of IPL bowlers

The categories of IPL bowlers differ in the distribution of outcomes of a single
ball bowled. Figures are the percentages of singles, boundaries etc. conceded
Wkt

BALL OUTCOME
Turners

4.3 4.9

8

6.9

New-ball
Misers

4.5 3.6 13.9

Legends

4.7 3.9 9

6.5

Leather
Hunters
Old-ball
Scalpers

3.9 4.6 8.6

7.1

EndGamers

6

4

46.2
6.3

34.4
42.1

2

1

0

29.2
36.5
33.2

51.1

24.4
31.8

4.6 4.5

14.2

6.3

37.9

4.5 4.9

12.8

7.1

43.1

27.2
Source: ESPNCricinfo
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Attack Arsenal’s best choice
Agence France-Presse
n

The Londoners’ first season
without Arsene Wenger for 22
years has been dogged by many of
the same defensive problems suffered by the Frenchman towards
the end of his reign. But Wenger’s
final two big signings have come
good as club record fees were paid
for Lacazette in the summer of
2017 and Aubameyang in January 2018. After a difficult first six
months in England, many
thought Aubameyang’s arrival
was ominous for Lacazette’s longevity at the club, but the two
have formed a fine partnership
on and off the field.

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Arsenal’s collapse at the

business end of the Premier
League season means the success
or failure of Unai Emery’s first
campaign now depends on lifting
the Europa League, and as a
result sealing Champions League
football. The Gunners travel to
Emery’s old club Valencia Thursday defending a 3-1 semi-final,
first leg lead given to them by star
strikers Alexandre Lacazette and
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang at
the Emirates last week.
Arsenal’s awful record on the
road this season will give the
Spanish side plenty of encouragement that they can overturn a
two-goal deficit. Emery’s men
conceded three times in losing at
Wolves and Leicester in their last
two away league games and were
also defeated at BATE Borisov
and Rennes before turning
Europa League ties around at the
Emirates. Attack may therefore
be the visitors’ best form of
defence in the cauldron of the
Mestalla and Arsenal are at least
getting what they paid for from
Lacazette and Aubameyang.
“We played against two strikers that are very good which is
why they cost the millions that
they did,” said Valencia coach
Marcelino Garcia Toral.
“With the slightest error they
punish you.”
Arsenal have taken one point

n

Alexandre Lacazette (left) and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang will be
key to Arsenal’s success.
REUTERS

from their last four Premier
League games to realistically end
their chances of a top-four finish
and the first leg against Valencia
could have gone the same way as
Marcelino’s men scored early
and led the Gunners to a merry
dance for the first 20 minutes.
However, one moment of
magic turned the tie as Lacazette

played in Aubameyang, who
paused, left Neto, Ezequiel Garay
and Facundo Roncaglia on the
floor before squaring for his
strike partner to roll into an
empty net. Lacazette added his
second eight minutes later and
Aubameyang’s late strike gave
Arsenal the two-goal cushion
they may well need.

CHELSEA LOSE APPEAL
ZURICH: Chelsea’s appeal against a
one-year transfer ban was
rejected on Wednesday, leaving
the London club preparing for its
return to the Champions League
without being able to make any
signings. The FIFA appeals committee upheld the ban imposed in
February for breaking youth
transfer rules but added that
Chelsea will be allowed to register players under the age of 16.
“Chelsea’s wrongdoing consisted (of) not respecting the prohibition from internationally
transferring or registering minor
players from abroad,” FIFA said.
Some of the Chelsea cases
involved players under the age of
18 spending too much time on
trial while not registered with
England’s soccer federation,
which was also fined by FIFA.

sport
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No feet of clay as Federer beats Gasquet
Agencies
n

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MADRID: Roger Federer shook off

a brief bout of pre-match jitters as
he returned to clay after a threeyear absence, posting a 6-2, 6-3
win over Richard Gasquet on
Tuesday at the Madrid Open.
The 20-time Grand Slam champion needed just 52 minutes to
brush Gasquet aside in the second round, but confessed he had
to control his emotions during
afternoon match strategy sessions with his team.
“I was calm all day, but two
hours before, I was feeling it a bit.
But that was the only time,” Federer said. “The nerves went away
quickly, I’m just happy I started
well. I’m glad to be back,” said the
three-time Madrid champion
who last played on clay almost
three years ago, losing to Dominic
Thiem in the Rome third round
on May 12, 2016.
Federer skipped the dirt for
two full seasons to concentrate on
his grass court form, winning
Wimbledon in 2017.
He claimed the Madrid title in
2006, 2009, and 2012. “I’ve been
missing the clay, this is a great
return, it’s a special night for
me,” he said. Federer swept up
the opening set in 23 minutes and

n

Roger Federer said he felt “really natural on the clay” after beating
Richard Gasquet in the Madrid Open on Tuesday.
AFP

broke Frenchman Gasquet —
who had defeated him twice on
clay — for 5-3 in the second before
serving it out a game later.
Federer has won 18 of 21 meetings with Gasquet, just back from
six months out with injury. “I’ve
trained well, but that’s not like a
match. The points here are
quicker and first matches anywhere can be tricky,” said Federer. “But I felt really natural on
the clay tonight.”

Novak Djokovic needed just 65
minutes to make a winning start,
while Naomi Osaka channelled
her inner “zombie mode” to earn
a place in the third round.
Top seed and world No 1 Djokovic hammered American Taylor
Fritz 6-4, 6-2 to advance to the last
16. Djokovic won the Madrid title
in 2011 and 2016.
NADAL MOVES UP
Overcoming lack of practice

because of a stomach virus,
Rafael Nadal cruised to a 6-3, 6-3
win over Canadian teenager
Felix Auger-Aliassime on
Wednesday.
Nadal lost only four points on
his serve in the first set and broke
Auger-Aliassime three times in
the second to reach the third
round. The second-ranked Nadal
had his practice time reduced
after falling ill just before the
tournament.
“I’ve had this stomach virus
for a few days so this was a very
important match for me,” Nadal
said. A five-time champion in
Madrid, the Spaniard will next
face American Frances Tiafoe,
who
defeated
Philipp
Kohlschreiber 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.
Stan Wawrinka defeated
Guido Pella 6-3, 6-4, while Kei
Nishikori got past Hugo Dellien
7-5, 7-5.
Nishikori’s compatriot and
world No 1 Naomi Osaka is
through to the quarter-finals of
the women’s tournament for the
first time after she eased past
Belarusian Aliaksandra Sasnovich 6-2, 6-3.
Osaka pulled out of the semi-finals in Stuttgart last month with
an abdominal injury but has said
she is no longer feeling discomfort during matches.

Arsenal on the road: a cautionary tale
Arsenal are better at home in the Europa than in the Premier League, but their away record is equally poor in both

Arsenal winning
more in Europe

Away, they are still
a wreck

Home form making
the difference

Defending better
in home legs

Arsenal are definitely winning
more in the Europa League than
in the Premier League. Even if
we just consider the knockout
rounds with stronger teams left,
the win rate is higher

The picture changes when we
split the games into home and
away. If we just look at away
games, Arsenal’s win rate in the
Europa knockout rounds is the
same as that in the EPL

At home for the European
matches, Arsenal have been
unbeatable in the knockout
rounds. By contrast in the EPL,
they have won less than threefourths of their home games

One factor for the superior home
performance is that Arsenal
concede fewer goals at London
in the European competition. In
four home games in the knockouts, they have let in one goal

% of games won

% of away games won

% of home games won

Goals conceded per
home game

Premier League

Premier League

Premier League

Premier League

54.1

73.7

33.3

Europa League

Europa League

Europa League

76.9
Europa League (knockout)

71.4

66.6
Europa League (knockout)

33.3

Europa League

85.7
Europa League (knockout)

100

0.84
0.75

Europa League (knockout)

0.25

SOURCE: WHOSCORED.COM

UEFA considering Champions League
with promotion and relegation
NYON, SWITZERLAND: UEFA has
drafted a controversial plan to
introduce promotion and relegation to the Champions League at
a meeting in Nyon, sources said
on Wednesday. There would be
four groups of eight teams from
2024. If the proposal is ratified, it
would increase the number of

European matches and favour
bigger clubs. But UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin played down
the plan, saying: “What is important to remember, is that, despite
a lot of talk in the media, no decisions have been made. At the
moment we have only ideas and
opinions.”
AFP
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‘I’LLMAKETHE
PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

W
Vicky
Kaushal
PHOTO: PAUL
DAVID MARTIN

‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.

V

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

F

‘Not sitting at home because of lack
of work’
Juhi Chakraborty
ost aspiring actors
dream of landing a
special project on the
big screen as their first
break. But Harleen Sethi’s
career has panned out a little
differently. The actor’s
showbiz journey started with a
short film and a web series. So,
did she ever try bagging a film
to mark her entry in showbiz?
“Who doesn’t want to be a
film heroine. I do, too. But I
have had a different kind of a
journey and I am very happy
and content with where I am.
Also, I have always turned
down work. Today, if I am
sitting at home, it is not
because I don’t have work, but
because I am not taking up just
about any offer that comes my
way,” shares Harleen, adding
that she does have a plan in
place for her career.
“There are certain roles
that I want to do and for that
to happen, I will have to be
patient,” she adds. But there
is something brewing and the
actor says she will soon make
an announcement. In the
meantime, Harleen is keeping
busy with all kinds of activities
including dance lessons.
“It does get frustrating
waiting for work to come to
you. But one can utilise it to
learn new things during the
period. It is the best time to
hone your skill set. I have
started learning Indian
classical dance. I am trying to
utilise this time more
productively,” the actor says.
And when it comes to films,
Harleen is looking at strong
roles, the taste of which she
got with her web series,
Broken But Beautiful.
“I was really lucky to get
that role. In films also,
there are many writers and
directors who are writing
stories around female
characters. I agree that there
is still more stuff being written
for male actors because there
is the factor that the hero pulls
the crowd to theatres. But it is
slowly changing,” she says. “I
want to be part of such projects
and that is why I haven’t
signed just any random film,”
Harleen concludes.
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

‘EVEN SO-CALLED
HEROES FEEL
THAT THEY
SHOULD PLAY
A CHARACTER’

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

e has never been one to
bother about whether he
got lead or supporting
roles. Actor Sanjay Mishra
(below) continues to do every
role that he is offered, even if
small in terms of screen time,
to the best of his abilities.
We ask if he’s happy that the
lines between lead and the
character actors are blurring,
with Neena Gupta (his co-star
in his next, thriller film
Gwalior) being seen as the one
who led the show in Badhaai
Ho (2018). He agrees: “Today,
actors are leading the show.
Even so-called heroes feel they
should play a character, as
without it, you can’t be an
actor. Even Shah Rukh Khan
plays a character only, right?
Like in Chak De India, Rab Ne
Bana Di Jodi... it’s not Shah
Rukh Khan. We call them a
‘hero’. But it’s good that the
canvas for stories is opening
up.” He cites his own film,
Gwalior. “Alag-alag characters
ki kahaani hai. Why should
anyone watch Gwalior? It’s the
story of a husband-wife. We
won’t be singing songs riding
on motorcycles. Characteroriented films are being made,
that’s how a Neena Gupta
becomes a leading lady!” says
Sanjay, who was seen in Total
Dhamaal this year, and has led
films such as Aankhon Dekhi
(2014 ) and Kadvi Hawa (2017).

Harleen Sethi starred in the web series Broken But
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ ITSHARLEENSETHI
Beautiful

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness
#love #togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss
house, but separated soon after.
Ankit earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T

Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN
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Dutts want kids to grow up without any pressure
Rishabh Suri
n the professional front,
actor Sanjay Dutt is on a
high, with big-ticket
projects such as Sadak 2 and
Panipat in his kitty. In his
personal life, too, he finds a
source of joy in his twin
children — son Shahran and
daughter Iqra.
Recently, Sanjay and his
wife Maanayata were
beaming because their

O

H

n

part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

STOP PRESS

Rishabh Suri

M

n

ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

Sanjay and Maanayata Dutt and
(inset) their kids Shahran
(second from left) and Iqra (third
from right) with friends
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

children had bagged awards
for a sport they both excel in
— swimming!
“It was a moment of pride
for Sanjay and Maanayata,
who are doting parents and
encouraged Shahran and Iqra
to take up a sport like
swimming. Very few people
know that both Sanjay and
Maanyata were veterans in
the sport themselves! Hence,
it was a natural step to
inculcate it in their children
as well. It therefore comes as
no surprise that both children
bagged gold medals at a recent
inter-school swimming
competition,” a source says.
The source adds Sanjay and
his wife are very careful about
giving their children a
sheltered upbringing, away
from the public glare. “They
don’t want their children to
grow up with any kind of
pressure from the attention
they get for being star kids.
Hence, they always encourage
Shahran and Iqra to do
normal things like other
children of their age,” adds
the source.

My husband has always been an honest man,
says Aaliya Siddiqui
Rishabh Suri
he’s the wife of one of the
most-acclaimed actors in
the film industry. And
Aaliya Siddiqui has always
been a pillar of strength to
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Even
during the phase when the
actor was embroiled in a
controversy, over his memoir
in 2017, which detailed his life
experiences and made
revelations about his affairs
with two female actors. Things
went so out of hand that the
book had to be recalled.
On how it affected him,
Aaliya says, “He had said the
truth. What percentage of
people want to hear the truth
in their lives? He had that
courage, he said ‘This was
there in my life’. Ek part sabki
life mein hota hai. There’s a
thing that people didn’t like it,
and they stopped it, but he felt
that he should tell the truth.”

S

So, has that now made him
reconsider being too honest at
times? “He has always said the
truth. He is like that at home
too. He just said ‘maine bol
diya’. Woh kyun aapki wajah
se apne aap ko badlenge?
Unhone apni pehchaan banayi
hai. He’s a good man, a good
father, husband. Media yeh
sab kya hota hai, mujhe pata
nahi tha. He’s a good son too,
he knows the value of
everything,” says Aaliya,
who has recently turned
producer.
Her first film will be a biopic
on Padma Vibhushan folk
singer Teejan Bai, and she is
considering three female
actors for the lead role. “Vidya
Balan, Rani Mukerji and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. No
one can do this role except [one
of] these three. We haven’t
finalised anyone yet,” Aaliya
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Aaliya and
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - NOv 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(NOv 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAN 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAN 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Bill Watterson

PICCADILY SQUARE:
CHANDIGARH

RAJHANS CINEMAS:
PANCHKULA

Setters 10:25AM 08:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:35AM 01:05PM
03:45PM 06:15PM 08:45PM
10:55PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi 10:45AM
01:15PM 03:15PM 06:25PM
08:25PM 11:25PM
Blank 12:45PM 05:55PM 11:30PM
Manje Bistre 2 Punjabi 03:40PM

Avengers: Endgame 3D 12:20PM
10:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
03:45PM 07:15PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT
MALL, CHANDIGARH

MATHDOKU

Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 12:25PM
03:40PM 06:35PM 07:20PM
10:10PM 11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 04:00PM 07:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:45AM
04:20PM 09:50PM

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh Bachchan didn’t charge
any money for his work in the 2006
film, Darna Zaroori Hai, and his
shots were all filmed in one day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3080

PVR: ELANTE, CHANDIGARH

Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

DT I IO
HUISS
TART LY
A D EN B P
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I dwell in ____________. - Emily Dickinson (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

HitenTejwaniwantsto
playahistoricalfigure

MOVIES ON TV

Blood
Diamond at
1420

EDITOR’S
PICK

0911 Wild Wild
West
1100 The Adventures of
Tintin
1252 Due Date
1420 Blood Diamond
1651 Godzilla
1900 What A Girl Wants
2100 Justice League
2312 Ocean’s Eight

Policegiri at 2100
1145 Bharjari
1440 Border
1810 Masterpiece
2100 Policegiri
2350 Aankhen

War of The Planet of The
Apes at 1402
1020 Men In Black 3
1217 The Boss Baby
1402 War of The Planet of
The Apes
1640 Ice Age
1818 Life of Pi
2050 Ong Bak
2257 Thor

Sniper Ghost Shooter at 1342
1202 Fearless Hyena II
1342 Sniper Ghost Shooter
1517 King Arthur: Legend of
The Sword
1719 Surf’s Up 2: WaveMania
1845 Valerian And The City Of A
Thousand Planets
2100 Brick Mansion
2232 Saturday Night Fever

Padman at 1415

Spyder at 2100

1102 Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya
1415 Padman
1708 Yamlok
2000 Jumanji: Welcome To
The Jungle
2234 Veere Di Wedding

0928 Daring Baaz 3
1219 Shoorveer
1508 Daring Baaz
1808 The Real Tiger
2100 Spyder
2346 Mahaveer

PVR: 4DX ELANTE
CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
4DX 08:30AM 12:20PM 04:10PM
08:00PM 11:50PM

PVR: CENTRA, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame 09:00AM
12:00PM 03:00PM 03:50PM
07:40PM 11:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:15AM 05:55PM 09:45PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
12:00PM 06:50PM 09:50PM

WAVE: CITY EMPORIUM MALL
Avengers: Endgame English, 3D:
09:00 AM 04:00 PM 07:30 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 2D:
10:00 AM 07:05 PM
Avengers: Endgame English, 2D:
12:05 PM 04:30 PM 08:00 PM 10:35
PM 11:30 PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi, 3D,
12:30 PM

Shreya Mukherjee
t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are
others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of
the trend but says he does not
want to rush into things.
“I would love to do a biopic.
It can be on TV, film or web.
And why not? Biopics make
for an engaging watch and the
kind of reaction it gets from
everyone is evident from how
popular they become. But I
think it’s really not easy to
play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says.
The actor then goes on to
give the example of Ranbir
Kapoor in Sanju (2018), where
the former played the role of
his industry colleague and
senior Sanjay Dutt. Hiten
feels that when you have a
real life reference it becomes
all the more important to
make the part look
convincing. He also praises
Ranbir for doing a good job.

Uglydolls English 09:10AM
05:45PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:15AM 12:45PM
02:45PM 06:15PM 07:55PM
11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:30AM 11:20AM 12:15PM
01:20PM 03:10PM 04:05PM
05:10PM 07:00PM 07:55PM
09:00PM 10:50PM 11:45PM
Avengers: Endgame English
10:25AM 06:05PM
Kalank 02:15PM
The Tashkent Files 09:55PM
After English 10:55PM

I

PVR: CITY CENTRE IT
PARK, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:05AM 05:45PM 09:35PM
Avengers: Endgame English
12:00PM 03:50PM 07:40PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 01:55PM
Blackia Punjabi 10:20AM
06:40PM

Hiten Tejwani
was recently
seen in
Kalank

PVR: VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI

“If ever I get an opportunity, I
would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time
and effort too. It would give
me a different kind of
adrenaline rush to play
such a character. What’s
more important is that the
mannerisms of the person I
am portraying on screen
should be correct or else the
audience might not be able to
connect,” adds the actor,
known for hit TV shows such

as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi and
Kutumb.
So who would he like to
play onscreen? Hiten pauses
for a while before adding, “I
don’t have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting. It
all depends on the maker of
the project. If he or she thinks
that I fit a part then I am sure I
will be approached.”
n

Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 03:50PM
Avengers: Endgame 10:00AM
11:00AM 01:50PM 02:50PM
05:40PM 09:30PM 10:30PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
12:00PM 12:50PM 04:40PM
07:40PM 08:30PM
11:30PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM
10:00AM 11:40AM 02:50PM
05:20PM 08:30PM 11:00PM

PVR: GOLD VR PUNJAB
MALL, MOHALI
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
10:30AM 02:20PM 06:10PM
10:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:00AM
04:40PM

CINEPOLIS: BESTECH
SQUARE, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
09:00AM 12:00PM 03:40PM
06:35PM 07:20PM 10:10PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame Hindi (3D)
03:00PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM
10:45AM 01:25PM 02:25PM
04:05PM 08:00PM 10:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:35AM 11:45AM 12:25PM
01:30PM 04:20PM 05:20PM
10:55PM
A Dog’s Way Home English
07:00PM

CINEPOLIS: JAGAT MALL,
SECTOR 17, CHANDIGARH
Avengers: Endgame English,
3D 09:00 AM 12:00 PM 12:25 PM
03:40 PM 06:35 PM 07:20 PM 10:10
PM 11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English,
2D 12:40 PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi, 2D
09:35 AM 04:00 PM 07:15 PM
Blackia Punjabi, 2D 09:45 AM
04:20 PM 09:50 PM

CARNIVAL: PARAS
MALL, ZIRAKPUR
Blackia Punjabi 09:00AM 11:45AM
02:30PM 05:15PM 08:00PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:10AM 11:30AM 01:50PM
06:20PM 08:40PM 10:50PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D 09:15AM
12:45PM 03:15PM 04:15PM
07:45PM 10:15PM 11:15PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
11:45AM 06:45PM
Blank 09:40AM 04:10PM

FUN CINEMAS: REPUBLIC
MALL, CHANDIGARH
Blackia Punjabi 09:10AM 02:35PM
07:25PM 10:40PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:20AM 12:00PM 05:30PM
08:05PM
Avengers: Endgame 09:30AM
10:20PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
10:00AM 12:00PM 05:20PM
07:20PM 09:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English
01:05PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
01:40PM 03:40PM 11:00PM
Setters 04:45PM

INOX: DHILLON
PLAZA (ZIRAKPUR)
Avengers: Endgame Hindi,
3Dsee showtimes in other nearby
cinemas 08:30 AM 10:15 AM 11:45
AM 02:00 PM 03:30 PM 05:45 PM
11:00 PM
Avengers: Endgame English
07:15PM
Atmos 09:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:00AM 11:30AM 05:35PM
08:15PM 10:55PM
Blank 09:20AM 02:05PM
Blackia Punjabi 11:35AM 02:35PM
04:30PM 07:30PM 10:30PM

INOX: NH22 MALL, AMRAVATI
ENCLAVE, PANCHKULA
Avengers: Endgame 11:30AM
03:00PM 06:30PM
Avengers: Endgame 3D
09:00AM 12:30PM 04:00PM
11:00PM
Avengers: Endgame English 3D
07:30PM
Dil Diyan Gallan Punjabi
09:05AM 02:55PM 08:15PM
Blackia Punjabi 09:50AM
05:25PM 10:45PM
Blank 12:40PM 10:00PM

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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It ain’t all roses: Kylie
Minogue on fame
op star Kylie Minogue says
being famous is not a cake
walk and the celebrity
status comes with a lot of
“work, graft and insecurity”.
She said success at times
has a negative impact but it is
important to stay strong. ‘‘(It)
takes a lot of work, graft and
insecurity — not always what
the wrapped-up end product
looks like. There have been
times when I’ve thought, ‘I just
can’t.’ But you’ve got to take
the knocks because they’re
always coming. It ain’t all
roses. But maybe otherwise it

P

03

WONDERWOMAN’S
MUM? NO,THANKS

wouldn’t be as sweet in the
end,” Minogue told The
Sunday Times Style magazine.
After spending four decades
in the entertainment industry,
the singer is still in no mood to
slow down. “I don’t know how
much time I’ve got before my
showbiz hips and knees start
to protest. They’ll be like,
‘You’ve been treading those
boards for a long time, we
think you should slow down a
bit.’ I keep threatening my
team that I’m going to retire,”
she added.

harlize Theron has
revealed she was offered
to play mother to Gal
Gadot’s Wonder Woman
in the DC superhero origin
story, a pitch she described as
a “slap in the face”.
The 43-year-old actor, who
is nine years elder to Gadot,
shared the incident on Watch
What Happens Live With
Andy Cohen.

C

PTI

“This is a great example of
how Hollywood like slaps you
in the face when you start
ageing,” she said.
Theron — who won the
Academy Award for 2004’s
Monster — laughed and said
that she thought she was
talking with someone in
Hollywood to play Wonder
Woman.
“And I was like, ‘I’m not

familiar with it. What does
Wonder Woman really do?’
And this person said, ‘No, it’s
for Wonder Woman’s mom.’ It
was the defining moment
when I crossed over. And I
wasn’t fully aware of it,” she
added.
Eventually, the role of
Hippolyta was played by the
53-year-old Connie Nielsen.

This is a great example
of how Hollywood
like slaps you in the
face when you start
ageing.
CHARLIZE THERON ACTOR

PTI

Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoTepisode
ctor Jessica Chastain took
a dig at the makers of
Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode, Sandor
‘The Hound’ Clegane tells
Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left King’s
Landing with him, she would
not have faced villains like
Petyr ‘Littlefinger’ Baelish and
Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all my
life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted X-Men:
Dark Phoenix, took to Twitter
Tuesday to call out the series
for crediting Sansa’s
victimisation in order to grow.
“Rape is not a tool to make a
character stronger. A woman
doesn’t need to be victimised in
order to become a butterfly.
The #littlebird was always a
Phoenix. Her prevailing
strength is solely because of
her. And her alone.
#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote. Baelish, through
the seasons, manipulated
Sansa according to his needs

A

SHE CALLED OUT THE
MAKERS OF
GAME OF THRONES
FOR JUSTIFYING
RAPE FOR THE
EVOLUTION OF SANSA
STARK’S CHARACTER

Oscar-nominated star Jessica Chastain (above) disapproved of
Sansa Stark’s scene with The Hound and took to Twitter on Tuesday
PHOTO: JEAN-BAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP
to call out the series

while posing as her protector
and mentor. It was,
Littlefinger, who orchestrated
the execution of Sansa’s father
Ned Stark, deaths of Jon Arryn
and Joffrey Baratheon, framed
Tyrion Lannister for the
attempt on Bran Stark’s life
and eventually caused the War
of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s books,
the fifth season of the series
showed Ramsay rape Sansa on
their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore against
the latest episode.
Meanwhile, Dark Phoenix
will see Turner reprise her role
as the telekinetic-telepath
mutant, Jean Grey a.k.a.
PTI
Phoenix.

PHOTO: BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS
PHOTO: DANNY MOLOSHOK/REUTERS

EVANGELINE
LILLY TO STAR
IN HAPPY LIFE
ctors Evangeline Lilly
and Ike Barinholtz are set
to play the lead roles in
independent comedy Happy
Life. According to Variety,
David Stassen has been roped
in to write and direct the
project. The film will mark his
feature directorial debut.
Stassen and Barinholtz are
also producing the film,
alongside Andrew Robinson
and Aperture Media
Productions. Lilly will play
the role of a new mom who
suspects her husband, played
by Barinholtz, of having an
affair with an Instagram star.
“One mistake after another
leads her into the arms of a
younger man as she struggles
to come to terms with her life
decisions and be the mother
she aspires to be,” the plot
synopsis read.
PTI
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CUT THE CRAB RIGHT

Love seafood, but not sure how to go about cleaning
and cooking it? Fret not, here’s what you can do to
relish a plate of lip-smacking delicacies at home
Red Snapper
Ceviche

Causa Soft Shell Crab

y
ith summer in full
swing, seafood lovers
can look out for lipsmacking options of
fish such as sole, Bombay
duck, sea bass and shelled
variations of prawns, crabs
and others.
To start with, ensure your
pick is fresh and used within
two days of purchase. Buying
from a known source is a great
option. Chef Daya Singh says,
“With prawns, it is very
important to devein the
prawns and then wash them in
cold running water. For squid,
it is important to clean it from
the inside and the outside. It is
imperative to wash off all the
squid ink.”
Chef Anuroopa Banerjee
has created a quarterly
seafood calendar and likes to
stick to that as much as
possible. “This quarter we will
use soft shell crabs, scallops,
tiger prawns, white prawns
and sole fish,” she says.
She advises that mackerel,

W

prawns, go
golden anchovy,
barramundi and catfish
should be avoided for the time
being.
Chef Liton Bhakta shares,
“Red lobster is a must have for
this season. You can have
spicy lobster tacos, linguine
with lobster sauce, lobster
stuffed peppers and the list
goes on. Another seafood that
you have to try is bhetki fish
which is also called as Asian
sea bass. The best way to have
the Asian sea bass is to either
cook it with a Goan-styled
gravy or to fry it.”

SEAFOOD IN DAILY
COOKING
Including seafood in our diets
and daily cooking is easy. This
is owing to the fact that if we
pick seasonal seafood, it’s not
only nutritious but also cooks
fast.
Banerjee adds, “One can
marinate seafood for a few
hours and then pan grill it or
tawa fry. It’s also very easy to
bake or make simple curries.”
Executive chef Ashvini
Kumar suggests incorporating

Chilli Crab

a small portion
r o off seafood,
such as shrimp, tuna, or river
salmon, within a plant-based
recipe, such as in a stir fry
gravy, shallow fry, steamed,
salad, in whole wheat pasta or
risotto, fish spit roasting, from
the tandoor, etc.
The most easy way to use
fish is to simply cook chunks of
it in a local gravy of your
choice and to have it with
available ingredients.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
says, “For making gravies, use
ingredients such as garlic,
fresh coriander, coconuts,
tamarind, kokum and fennel.
These ingredients give a
different taste to a gravy and
does not overpower the
flavour of the fish. Make a
marinade of dry and fresh
spices, marinate small pieces
of fish and simply grill it on a
hot griddle.”
When cooking seafood at
home, the easiest way is to
pan-sear your catch and drop
some prawns in a light curry.
The best way to incorporate
seafood is to keep it simple and
just do a nice curry or fish fry
or explore techniques like
baked fish, pollichathu,
uggests Chef Thomas
u
Zacharias.

Cook seafood to an
nternal
n
e
emperature
of 145
egrees
e
ev
ver eat raw fish/
ushii from places like
he su
upermarket
or smaall joints. The
h dling
hand
of raaw
w fish is extremely
difficu
ult and technical so
be surre of asking
quesstions like was
it fro
ozzen below -18
degrre
rees Celsius, was
the h
handling and
storing right

Lobster
and
Avocado
Ceviche

oo
oking seafood is
ricky. Even a minute of
vercooking can make
v
t dry. So, always
watch closely. Look
for colour change
and check the centre
for softness
and springiness

Chef Hussain Shahzad points
out that there are many
ttechniques in which one can
clean seafood primarily for
home cooking.
Wash the crab and make
sure you are cleaning it under
a running tap. Lift the hard
shell along with the broken
apron. Clean the gut and the
insides of the crab and rinse it
thoroughly before you cut it.
anjali.shetty@htlive.com

PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Alway
ys make sure to
urchase fresh seafood
that does not smell
too fishy or sour. Buy
rresh seafood that is
refrigerated or
displayed on a thick
d
bed of
b
fresh ice that is not
melting.

CLEANING SEAFOOD

n

Photos for
representational
purpose only

DO ANND DON’TS OF
SEAFOOOD COOKING

se a
ell-seasoned cast
e
ron
n pan while roasting
r se
earing fish to get a
greaat crust. Flip the fish
only
y once through the
entire cooking process,
in a pan.

Gamberi A.O.P

Chimbori
Masala

CHIMBORI MASALA
Ingredients: 6 medium crabs,
4 onions, 1 cup dry coconut,
grated, 8-10 black
peppercorns, 1 ½ inch
cinnamon, 3-4 cloves, 1 tbsp
ginger garlic paste, ½ tsp
turmeric powder, 2-3 tsp red
chilli powder, 1 tsp coriander
seeds, 2-3 kokum, 5 tbsp oil,
salt to taste
Method:
n Clean the crabs. Keep the
claws separate. Grind all
ambulatory legs in a mixer
and filter the juice.
n Heat 2tbsp oil in a pan, add

cinnamon, cloves, black
pepper, coriander seeds and
two sliced onions and sauté

until the onions turn golden.
n Now, add grated dry coconut

and fry till the colour
changes. Heat 3 tbsp oil and
sauté two chopped onions.
n Add ginger-garlic paste,

turmeric, chilli powder and
crabs. Sauté for 2 to 3
minutes and add the juice.
n Cover the mixture and cook

for 3-4 minutes.
n Add the coconut paste, salt

as per taste. Adjust the
water.
n Add kokum. Let the mixture

come to a boil and cook for 2
minutes. Remove from heat
garnish with coriander
leaves and serve hot.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya

Wanttostop
overeating?The
Mediterranean
dietcanhelp
an’t stop overeating?
Adopt a Mediterranean
diet as it not only deters
overeating, but also protects
against obesity and liver
diseases, suggests a new
study. In the study, the
researchers from Wake
Forest School of Medicine, US,
compared the effects of a
Mediterranean diet with
those of a Western diet in nonhuman primates.
“In comparison, the
animals on a Western diet ate
far more than they needed
and gained weight,” said
Carol A Shively, professor of
pathology at the varsity. The
researchers found that the
animals, following a
Mediterranean diet, chose not
to eat all the food available to
them, which meant they
maintained a lower body
weight. “What we found was
that the group on the
Mediterranean diet actually
ate fewer calories, had lower
body weight and had less body
fat than those on the Western
diet,” Shively added.
The researchers said the
Western diet was developed
by companies that want
customers to overeat. “This
diet was developed and
promoted by companies, who
want us to eat their food, so

C

they make it h
hyper-palatable,
rp
meaning it hits all our buttons
so we overeat. Following a
Mediterranean diet ensures
that people do not overeat,”
Shively said.
The study also found that
Mediterranean diet protects
against non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, known as
NAFLD, which is associated
with obesity and can cause
cirrhosis of the liver and liver
cancer. For the study, the
researchers included 38
middle-aged non-human
female primates, who were
randomised to either the
Mediterranean or Western
diet for about nine years.

IANS

‘Overly extroverted bosses are too pushy’ Unwanted sexting can lead to psychological
hile extroverts are
often seen as natural
leaders in
organisations, people may
find overly extroverted bosses
too pushy or annoying,
suggests new research.
The study published in the
Journal of Applied
Psychology showed that
leaders were better liked and
more sought after for advice
when they hit a middle ‘sweet
spot’ on levels of
assertiveness and warmth,
two facets of extroversion. “A
moderate amount of
assertiveness and warmth
may be optimal,” said the lead
author of the study Jia
(Jasmine) Hu, Associate
Professor at The Ohio State
University in the US.
The study did find one
factor that helped highly
extroverted leaders receive
better marks from their peers;
the desire to look out for
others’ welfare. The
researchers did two related
studies.
The first involved 260

W

distress

Leaders who are
extroverts are more
sought after for
advice

A

PHOTO: ISTOCK

business undergraduates,
who were assigned to 78
self-managed teams. A
second, nearly identical study
involved 337 employees on
work teams. Like with the
students, these were selfmanaged teams without
formal leaders.

recent study suggests
that while sending or
receiving nude electronic
images may not always be
associated with poorer mental
health, being coerced to do so
and receiving unwanted sexts
was linked to a higher
likelihood of depression,
anxiety, and stress.
This new findings draw a link
between sexting and
psychological distress among
young adults.
As a part of the study, the
researchers found that
unwanted sexting under
coercion was also associated
with lower self-esteem.
Furthermore, men receiving
unwanted sexts had poorer
mental health outcomes.
The study was published in
the Journal of
Cyberpsychology, Behavior,
and Social Networking.
“With more of our lives
playing out online, sexting

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY

Both studies had similar
results. Leaders who were
extroverted tended to be
better liked and more sought
after for advice — but only up
to a point. Leaders who rated
themselves as very assertive
or very warm tended to see a
drop-off.

“If you’re too assertive as a
team member, people think
you’re pushy and they don’t
like that,” Hu said. “And if
you’re too friendly, that can
be overwhelming for others
who feel pressured to respond
in the same way,” she added.

IANS

and other private chatting
may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint.
Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual
education programmes to
ensure responsible use of
technologies,” says Brenda K
Wiederhold, lead author of
the study.

ANI

With more of our lives playing out online, sexting and
other private chatting may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint. Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual education programmes.
BRENDA K WIEDERHOLD, AUTHOR
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The laboratory experiment
NEW CATALYST The MHRD has sanctioned funds for 600 joint research projects with universities
abroad; this will allow PhD and MSc students to work in the laboratories of world-class institutions
Lavina Mulchandani
■

8

Pages of
career avenues

lavina.mulchandani@htlive.com

C

ollaborative research
projects between
Indian institutions
and universities abroad
are now getting funds from the
government, allowing research
students from here to work in
world-class labs at the top universities.
This month, the union ministry of human resource development (MHRD) sanctioned grants
amounting to a total of Rs 418
crore, for 600 joint research proposals between Indian institutions and universities abroad.
The grants have been sanctioned
under SPARC or the Scheme
for Promotion of Academic
Re s e a r c h C o l l a b o r a t i o n ,
launched in October last year.
“Only joint research projects
submitted by an Indian
Institution / University with the
participation of a foreign university, in the fields of science
or technology or social science
/ humanities, clearly stating the
problem to be addressed” were
eligible for the funding.
Each of the approved projects
is a two-year study. Among the

600 approved are projects on the
standardisation of seed testing
procedures and storability for
medicinal plants by Chaudhary
Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University in association with Massey University
in New Zealand; thermal food
processing optimisation by
Indian Institute of Technology,
Guwahati and North Carolina
State University in the US, and
enabling smart and safe cities through internet of things
technologies by Vellore Institute
of Technology in collaboration with Deakin University,
Australia.
“Under the scheme, faculty
and researchers from the partner
universities will visit the Indian
institutes, conduct workshops
for students here, help develop
niche courses related to the subject of research, bring out journals, demonstrable technologies
or action research outcomes and
products,” says Shyam Kumar
Masakapalli, assistant professor
at the School of Basic Sciences at
IIT-Mandi. Masakapalli’s project
to study the cross-talk between
plants and microbes won a grant
of Rs 46 lakh under SPARC.
“Two of our PhD students

will get to visit our partner, the
University of Oxford, for at least
two months and work in their
laboratories. We couldn’t have
asked for better exposure,” he
says. Universities and institutes could submit any number
of projects and partner with
any university that is in the top

500 of the QS World University
Rankings or the top 200 of the QS
World University Rankings by
subject. IIT-Bhubaneswar (IITB), for instance, is working on
11 projects with 8 foreign universities under the scheme. It has
received grants amounting to a
total of Rs 6.18 crore.

WHY SPARC?
Earlier, there was no formal
gover nment programme to
support research collaborations
between Indian students and foreign institutes, with a focus on
what have been called socially
relevant areas.

These include advanced electronics and communication,
structural genomics and evolutionary biology, artificial intelligence and cognitive science,
digital humanities, infectious
disease and clinical research.
In addition to boosting research
and broadening horizons for
Indian students, the scheme
aims to enhance the visibility of
India and its scientists in areas
of highly competitive cuttingedge science.
“We are collaborating with
Tianjin University in China for
a project on cost-effective, modified microbial bio-plastics,” says
Arun Alagarsamy, head of the
Department of Microbiology at
Alagappa University, Karaikudi.
The project has received a grant
of Rs 57 lakh.
“We chose Tianjin University
because it has the technology
required to make blended biodegradable plastic. We do not have
laboratories equipped to produce
it here, the partnership will help
us upgrade our labs and produce
good substitutes for petroleumderived plastic.”
PhD students and MSc students from the fields will be
assisting in the SPARC projects.
“It will give us a chance to
work in world-class laboratories in universities abroad,”
says Poonam Sharma, 26, a
PhD student at IIT-Mandi. “I
will be going to Oxford for six
months next year for my project
to study the cross-talk between
plants and microbes. Until a few
months ago, I could never have
dreamed of tis. After this, I can
dream even bigger

Can technology help transform employee experience?
Aarif Aziz
■

ENGAGE VS SHARE
Traditional communication
channels like townhalls are
effective in sharing information.
Today’s employees seek more
involvement in shaping the
future.
DATA AND ANALYTICS
The opportunity in data analytics extends beyond recruitment and predictive algorithms
around attrition. Artificial intelligence can help match career
opportunities, identify learning
interventions and help employees build long lasting relation-

letters@hindustantimes.com

T

echnology is disrupting –
and democratizing -- our
world, taking power away
from a few and empowering the
many. Ten years ago, my shopping experience was limited
to a neighbourhood store or a
shopping mall. I was influenced
to buy a product either through
a TV commercial, a newspaper
ad or a word-of-mouth recommendation.
Technology now provides
several tools to whet my appetite for information and experience, enabling me to make more
informed choices.
Most of my shopping today
is through apps. I depend on
YouTube reviews and customer
feedback on apps rather than traditional advertising.
THE CHANGING
WORLD OF WORK
It is not just the shopping experience. Technology in the form of
automation, robotics and artificial intelligence, is profoundly
impacting organisations and the
way people work.
Gartner predicts that AI will create 2.3 million jobs by 2020 – and

will replace a further 1.8 million
jobs in the same timeframe.
This will impact the nature
of skills relevant in the future.
It will also impact how organisations connect with their employees (not just customers).
How can technology help HR?
With the industry becoming
more unpredictable, talent is
becoming the biggest competitive advantage. HR will have to

focus more on grooming talent
and creating a unique employee
value proposition to retain them.
Automation is helping the transition by freeing HR bandwidth
from routine tasks.
The following are some of the
interesting opportunities:
CUSTOMISATION
We now have more knowledge
workers and multiple genera-

ships with their organizations.
HUMAN IN HUMAN
RESOURCES
There is a fear that technology
could weaken the human factor
in HR. It could also be used to
create unique learning opportunities and treat each employee
as a “unique” person. This list is
illustrative, not exhaustive. The
future of the human resources
function will be defined by the
speed with which we embrace
technology, use it imaginatively
and make it an advantage.

tions working in the same office.
Their needs around learning
interventions, benefit plans
etc. are different. Designing
digital tools to create customized experiences for them is a
big opportunity.
If apps can customize customer
recommendations, why not HR?
Most of us deal with far lesser
number of employees with much
less expectations.
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SITUATIONVACANT
REQUIRED Science, Maths, SST
Teachers in Institute, Class-9th,
10th, 11th. SCF12A, Sector 11,
Panchkula
REQUIRED for Mfg. Unit 4-5 Years
Experienced Female Accounts
Assistant Plot 253, Indl. Area-1
Panchkula. Contact:- 9417214917,
9316917253.

TELECALLER REQUIRED 3.
Good Salary with incentive. Job at
Sector-8, Chandigarh. Good spoken
english Female with experience will
be preferred. 9876107574

HIRING for Full Stack, React JS,
Node JS,React Native,Android,
PHP, 2DAnimations, Embedded
Firmware. Experience: 1-3years.
Bezzie Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,
Mohali-Chandigarh,
+917814367127 hr@bezzietechnologies.com

NEED Councellors and Telecallers for Immigration Company.
Need Good Communication Skills
Freshers Can also apply. Only Female Staff Required. Very Good Salary
+
Incentives
Contact:8264780585
REQUIRED office Coordinators/
Manager/ Telecallers/ Computer
Operators/
IELTS
Trainers,
9988898190.
Email:
info@2muchjobs.com

ARYANS GROUP of Colleges,
Rajpura, Near Chandigarh requires
Director/ Principal/ Faculty for its
Pharmacy,
Engineering,
Law,
Management, Nursing, Degree,
Education College. Mail your
Resume at careers@aryans.edu.in

TOUR Packages executive knowledge of destinations selling. 3-5
years experience. Air Ticketing Expert Sales Executive 5-8 years experience. Evergreen Travels (IATA
Accredited Agent) SCO 324-325,
Level II Sector 38-D, CHD. info.evergreentravels@gmail.com

WANTED
Receptionist
&
Telecaller for a Real Estate
Consultancy @ Mohali Candidates
should have good communication
skills, should be pleasant looking
and Computer literate. Real Estate
experience not mandatory. Females
preferred. Freshers may also apply.
9872501555

REQUIRED- Male or Female
Candidate with sufficient knowledge
of English to be able to communicate
well over mail. Experience 0-3 years.
Location: Zirakpur.Please send your
details to: job@nama-solutions.de
REQUIRED Sales Girl for Sia
Diamonds, DSS- 195, Sector-21,
Panchkula. 9872636777.

REQUIRED Telecaller, Backend
Coordinator and Marketing People
in mohali. Contact Jagdish9779724535.

REQUIRES Telecaller (girls) for
selling fresh fruits and dry fruits in
Sector 26 grain market Chandigarh,
handsome Salary Contact: 7837320000.

WANTED Salesmen Minimum
Qualification 10th Fresher May
Apply
at
Dhakoli
Zirakpur
8146570279.

REQUIRED Endodontist & Prosthodontist for Dr. Kochar's House of
Smiles Dental Clinic Chandigarh.
Call: 9569956903.

REQUIRED Staff at Immigration
Office Counsellor, Receptionist,
Telecaller Experience must. Sector
47C Chandigarh. 78146-09662

WALK in interview paytm company mohali urgently required
fresher candidates sitting job salary
12000-18000
hurry
call
9041201346, 9915315751

IELET'S teacher required Elevatelife, Phase 8B, Industrial Area, Mohali. Call 98146-89899.

REQUIRED

Counsellor (Male/Female)

Having Student Visa and
Minimum 1 Year Experience

Office Assistant (Female)
Tele Caller (Male/Female)

SKYLINE

IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS

SCO-43, Level-II, Sec. 42-C
CHANDIGARH: 9872311555
URGENTLY Required for Limited
Company Manager, Receptionist,
Telecaller,
12th,
Graduation,
B.Tech, MBA. Camron Hospitality,
SCO 62-63, Top Floor, Sector 17-A,
Chandigarh Timing - 8 AM to 6 PM
(Sunday open) 9779990570.

IMMEDIATELY required B.Com,
Female Computer Operators-CumTelecallers at Panchkula, Good
Salary. Contact: 9041212888.

REQUIRED
OFFICE
Coordinators/
Manager/
Telecallers/ Computer Operators/
IELTS
Trainers,
9988898190.
email- info@2muchjobs.com

REQUIRED Female Telecallercum-Counsellor for Study-Centre
also wanted Receptionist Fresher
can also-apply. Contact:9988883091, 7814229900,7307704321.
REQUIRED Manager for a wellknown SPA must be having good
communication skills and able to
handle day to day operations. Able
to work 11 to 11, female preferred
contact SCO 431-432, Sector 35C
Chandigarh 9592344444

WANTED adast, dominent, four
color machine operator, feedarman,
inkman, office boys at printing press.
Manimajra. 09888487624

URGENT REQUIRED Female
telecallers, Peon, Receptionist,
10th, 2+ graduation. age limit 21-35
yrs, salary-10 to 25K contact No7009708319.

JOIN LIC of India as Insurance Advisor. Earn upto 35,000/- PM regular
Income. 9855196906, 9855199906.

URGENTLY Required Data Entry
Operators Voice- Non Voice Process
Executives in MNCs in Mohali. Contact: 88472-02660.

REQUIRED EXPERIENCED Staff
For Govt. Approved Immigration
Company.
Male/
Female.
Telecallers/ Counsellors/ Team
Leader/ Filling Officer. Fresher Also
Welcome. Salary No Bar for
Deserving Candidate. Contact SCF49, 2nd Floor, 3B2, Mohali9041001151, 98768-41314.

ACCOUNTS, GST training course
by CA. Tally.ERP9, Advance Excel,
TDS, payroll, GST and TDS returns,
E-filing
0172-4635239,
8968770993. Accounting jobs
8968770994
MANNAT nursing academy SCO
112-113 2nd floor sector 34A
Chandigarh required M.Sc nursing
lecturer in any stream with minimum
two year experience in teaching
handsome salary send your CV to
mannatnursingacademy@gmail.com
9592682437,
9816275484

URGENT required Male/female
Marketing Executive Part time job
daily earning 4000 to 10000 Contact
Softech Mohali. 85588-02781.
REQUIRED Marketing Executive,
Driver, Retired Care Taker for Institute in Sector 34. Salary + incentive.
9814460001.
REQUIRED Counselor, Filing officer & Telecallers for Immigration
Company.
3B2,
Mohali.
7736200006
REQUIRED Office Executive, Accounts Assistant, Marketing Executive Computer Operator for Panchkula Office. Contact:- 9888273224,
798645335.
URGENTLY Require MBA in
Finance, Supply Chain Management (Male) & Marketing (Female)
Candidate at TLC Sector 82, Mohali.
Salary: upto 25k. Call +91
6284003161.
CHANDIGARH'S
Leading
Advertising Company, Requires (1.)
Marketing
Executives
(Mini.
Graduate) (2.) Accounts Executive
(F) having knowledge of GST and
also Punjabi literate. Fresher also
apply. Handsome Salary + Perks.
93575-75734, hr.advertising47@
gmail.com
EXCEL Expert Urgent requirement Counsellor, Salary 2500030000 + Incentives freshers can also
apply. Ekam Tour & Travels, SCO85-86 2nd floor, Sector- 17-D, Chandigarh. 98726-14551.

REQUIRED export assistants (5)
for well established export firm at
mohali. Salary commensurate with
experience. hr.monega@gmail.com

URGENTLY need an Assistant for
Clinic in Manimajra. Qualification
min. BAMS Degree, handsome Salary. Contact: Dr. SP Singh. 9814032949.

REQUIRED
Data
Operators
Chandigarh, Minimum Qualification
+2, knowledge of MS Word, MS
Excel and English. Mobile: 9876839598.

REQUIRED Experienced Male/
Female Accountant and Fresh
Female
Assistant
with Tally
knowledge in Advocate Office
Chandigarh. Mobile: 96462-00036
Email: jaimatadi18@yahoo.co.in

REQUIRED Female for Marketing/
Sale/ Purchase in Pharmaceuticals
Company Situated at Plot No. 451,
Industrial Area, Phase-1, Panchkula
134113. Contact: 9466000078

COMPUTER operator cum receptionist (female) graduate having
minimum 3-4 yrs experience, for the
office of m/s utility Engineers SCO
no. 313-314 (2nd floor) sector 35B,
Chandigarh. For appointment call
9878009321 or send resume at
utilityengineers@rediffmail.com

WANTED Designer (Coreldraw,
Photoshop, Punjabi English typing)
for
reputed
printing
press.
7889277161

JOB in phone banking, HDB bank
urgently required graduates male/
female age below 28/ salary 1300022000
contact
9056992009,
9056947009

REQUIRED
front
office
Executives, Male/ Female good
communication skills Contact: Club
Pulse Fourth Floor (Piccadily Mall)
Sector-34,
Chandigarh
7696172292, 0172-2602051.

REQUIRED accountant, computer operator for pharmaceuticals
company.
Email
ID:paxpromotional@dmpharma.org
M-9888925035

EXPORT Company Required
Following Staff:- Female Accounts
Assistant: Knowledge of Tally
ERP.9, GST, TDS, ITR Returns,
Bank Reconciliation, Stock Maintain
(Minimum 1 year experience)
Female office Assistant:- Do
purchase Correspondence Independently. Production Planning &
Inspection
In-charge:Daily
Production and Inspection of
Material. ITI + minimum 2 year exp)
packing Cum Store Assistant:Packing of Outward Material and
Store maintain (minimum 1 year
exp.). Contact Brohawk Exports #
141, Industrial Area, Phase-9,
Mohali.
perfect27@gmail.com,
08146062204.

REQUIRED Experienced office
coordinator Male/ Female with
computer knowledge at Kharar 9876000162.

REQUIRED receptionist, counselor, case filing officer for immigration
consultancy phase 2 mohali Contact
8288835690

REQUIRED
EXPERIENCED
Marketing Boy for Educational
Institute, Own vehicle, Attractive
Salary+ Huge Incentives. Sector :
34, Chandigarh. 98158-89707.
WANTED Fresh B.Sc Graduates
for QC with Computer Knowledge at
Derabassi. SCF 8. Ist Floor, Sector19D, Chandigarh.

URGENTLY required male Govt.
Retired staff- Manager, general
manager, Public relation officers,
MBA, office Clerk, advocate (LLB).
No registration fee. 95015-32881.

REQUIRE a Female Assistant and
Female Typist for Nutritionist office,
Part time job 3pm-6pm. Salary negotiable. Minimum Graduate from
any field. Sector 40. WhatsApp your
resume on 9914748892.

REQUIRED a smart good looking
female receptionist and a Staff
Nurse for a Clinic, knowledge of
English and Computer is required.
SCO-18,
FF,
Sector
19-D,
Chandigarh 8729048399

WANTED Graphic Designer (
Fresher / Experienced) for Panchkula based IT Company. Salary upto
15000/-, training provided. Call
76960-06999.

REQUIRED
Female
Digital
Marketing Executive (SEO/ SEM),
1-2 years experience (fresher's also
can apply) Sector 82, Mohali.
puritec@rediffmail.com
9814122905.

ADVERTISING Agency Requires:
Marketing
Executive,
Female
Coordinator, Field Boy And Office
Boy. SCO- 7, Top Floor, Sector 30D, Chandigarh. amsonsadvt@
gmail.com

URGENTLY Wanted Female Sales
Staff for a reputed Cooking Oil in
Bathinda,
Patiala,
Ludhiana,
Chandigarh, Amritsar,Jalandhar. 5
Fig.
Salary.
Interested
call9888818554.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
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REPUTED Banking Institute in
Sector 47 Requires 1) Recently
Retired Scale 1 Bank Officer with
MS Office knowledge 2) Accountant
with experience of tally 3)
Experienced Computer Operators
with MS Office knowledge. Only
tricity Candidates apply. Attractive
Salary. Apply through e-mail
gsbhalla_649@yahoo.co.in

A Professionally managed study
permit
consultancy
company
requires student visa counsellors
(female) with minimum 3 year experience and sales executive with
similar experience only. Salary- no
bar, including incentives and other
perks. Interested candidates can
walk-in for interview or can email
their resume at info@unicollconsultants.com UNICOLL CONSULTANTS F469, PHASE 8B, INDUSTRIAL AREA, OPP. JUDICIAL
COMPLEX MOHALI, PUNJAB
WANTED counsellor, English
tutor, computer faculty (webdesigner), telecaller, marketing executive, sales girl in computer institute.
Contact:
9876277876,
9779187767,
0172-5097857
bce.mohali@gmail.com

REQUIRED Young experienced
(2-3 years) Energetic Accountant
(Male) at Mattress Company,
Factory-975, Ind. Area Phase-2,
Chandigarh, 0172-5070973
Overseas Education
Consultancy in Mohali

REQUIRES
1
2

Counsellor AUS/Canada/NZ
Receptionist

4

Visa Filing OfEcer
OfEce Coordinator/Assistant

5

Telecaller

3

Fresh Commerce Graduates can also apply

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
or Send your resume at: jobs@sarc.in
Edusarc Building
SCO 84-A, Sec-58, Mohali

99149-45819

CHANDIGARH Based Reputed
Readymade Garments Distributor
Required Accountant. B.Com with 2
Years Experience. Handsome Salary.
Contact:98141-22602,
99151-66663.
URGENTLY Required Smart Female Staff Office Assistant, Floor in
Charge Front Desk, Backend Staff
MBA Staff, Manager, Computer Operator, Personal Assistant, Qualification Graduation Salary 10,000/- to
25000/- + Incentive Age Limit 25 to
35 Interview Timing 10 to 4 pm. SCO
69, Top Floor Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 9872532615.

For more
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Obesity in military ofﬁcers can be
solved by keto diet, says study

HEALTH WISE As per the Journal of Military Medicine, ketogenic diets emphasise on moderate consumption of protein
Asian News International
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

R

esearchers are hopeful that the keto diet
could prove useful for
military personnel in
addressing the problem of obesity. According to a study published in the Journal of Military
Medicine, ketogenic diets are low
in carbohydrates and emphasise
moderate consumption of protein, with fat consumed to satiety.
Ketogenic diets can create a state
of nutritional ketosis, which
occurs when the body burns
fat, rather than carbohydrates,
for energy. The ketogenic diet is
often used to control seizures in
epilepsy.
Participants on the keto diet lost
an average of almost 17 pounds
and were able, with support of
counsellors, to maintain ketosis for 12 weeks. As a group, they
lost more than 5% of their body
fat, almost 44% of their belly
or visceral, fat and had a 48%
improvement in insulin sensitivity. The comparison group
of participants, who consumed
diets that were at least 40% carbohydrates, based on food diaries

they kept, experienced none of
those changes.The ketogenic
diets in the study included no
caloric restrictions, just guidance about what to eat and what
to avoid. Carbs were restricted to
about 30 to 50 grams daily, with
an emphasis on nuts and nonstarchy vegetables.Keto diet participants had near-daily checkins during, which they reported
blood ketone measurements from
a self-administered finger-prick
test and received feedback, usually through text messages, from
the research team.
“We showed that a group of people with military affiliation could
accept a ketogenic diet and successfully lose weight, including
visceral adipose tissue, a type
of fat strongly associated with
chronic disease. This could be
the first step toward a bigger
study looking at the potential
benefits of ketogenic eating in
the armed forces,” said senior
author Jeff Volek.
Officers or trainees on military
bases likely could maintain
a ketogenic diet based on the
various foods that are already
offered at typical meals, but more
options could be added to support

to maintain stable blood sugar
levels, which help the body
break down fat.But remember,
a Mediterranean type of diet
works better in the long run.
Opt for keto diet if you are
unable to lose weight with the
traditional diet protocols. For
instance, the keto diet corrects
insulin resistance that leads to
metabolic syndrome, which is a
cluster of factors including insulin resistance, high blood pressure, cholesterol and abdominal
fat.It helps people with food sensitivities like wheat and gluten
as well as those suffering from
autoimmune problems like thyroid disorders.This diet helps
people whose body fat percentage is very high as it helps lower
body fats and thereby improves
body composition.
■

Ketogenic diets can create a state of nutritional ketosis, which occurs when the body burns fat, rather
than carbohydrates, for energy.

this weight-loss strategy, he said.
Volek said: “The military has
called obesity a national security
crisis. One of the potential benefits of this diet in the military is
that you can lose weight without
having to count calories, which
could be difficult in training or

while on active duty. In this study,
they ate as much as they wanted
they just ate differently.”
THREE REASONS YOU
SHOULD TRY IT
The global crisis of obesity is
growing and it’s not surprising

that the number of diets for
weight loss are only proliferating. One of the most popular
ones is the ketogenic or keto
diet.Based on a strict control of
carbohydrates (less than 50g per
day), high on fat and adequate
protein, the ketogenic diet helps

DO REMEMBER
Keto works best for those with a
family history of morbid obesity
and diabetes, but should not be
undertaken by those with serious medical conditions like heart
or kidney disease.

Ishi Khosla is a clinical nutritionist
and founder of Whole Foods India

How to leverage strong succession planning mechanisms
Siddhartha Gupta
■

and help in creating a stable talent pipeline. Not to mention, with
such measures the organization
is ready to smoothly march forward even if somebody in a key
position resigns.

letters@hindustantimes.com

I

t is no secret that companies across the world are
facing difficulties retaining their top talent. Why?
Because there is no dearth
of opportunities available to
skilled professionals today. The
job market has become extremely
competitive and employees don’t
hesitate to switch jobs if they are
offered better growth and financial remuneration.
As a result, employee attrition has become a major business challenge for organizations.
Apart from obvious concerns
such as skill shortage and
outgoing employees- whether
retiring or those joining a different organization- often leave
gaps behind in leadership and
knowledge transfer. This is an
unfavourable position for organizations to be in, as it affects the
company’s business output
and market position, as well as
hampers its long-term growth
prospects.
To address these issues effectively companies will have to
optimize their workforce and
follow holistic succession strategies. This will ensure that even
if the best talent moves out business operations don’t suffer and
remain smooth through effective
utilization of the in-house talent
and skills.
Listed below are a few ways
that robust succession planning
mechanisms can help you retain
the finest of skillsets to maxim-

■

The job market has become extremely competitive and employees don’t hesitate to switch jobs if they are
offered better growth and financial remuneration.

ise your company’s productivity:
MAKE A LIST OF THE
POSITIONS, EMPLOYEES,
AND REQUIRED SKILLS
To create a successful succession strategy the first step is to
identify which employee will
fit where and why. For this, it
is important to break down the
complete organizational structure into key positions along with
the skills required to accomplish
them. Once you have matched
various profiles to the people who
can be trained for such roles, you
need to look after their training

and skills development. Such
reskilling, upskilling, and multiskilling will not only help them
stay motivated for and relevant
to their current and future roles,
but also ensure that your business operations remain unaffected by any outbound/lateral
employee movement.
UTILISING IN-HOUSE
TALENT THROUGH
CROSS-TRAINING
In a deadline-driven, multitasking work environment where varied skills are expected of different positions, the organizational

ecosystem has complexities in
which different roles run parallel
to and often overlap each other.
Cross-training helps to a great
deal in cases of lateral succession
and cross-departmental transfers
through job-shadowing, orientation sessions, and mentoring.
Similarly, linear training helps
in linear succession and can be
accomplished though mentoring,
learning and development initiatives, and job shadowing.
These measures ensure that
the company doesn’t have to look
outside of its existing workforce
to meet its skills requirements

PERSONAL CAREER
GOALS TO SERVE THE
LARGER VISION
What makes employees stick
to an organization in the long
run is the synergy of their individual career objectives with
which they see the long-term
company vision. It is important to give them an overview of
their future professional growth
within the company. The organization should aim to show them
how their development and goals
are important in furthering the
larger organizational objectives.
This will not only inspire them to
stay with the company for longer,
but also motivate them to keep
on performing at a high level.
MAKING THE
BEST OF CCE
Feedback helps employees
review themselves and allows
them to improve wherever
required. In order to be effective, it should be quick and in
harmony with each project,
or specific to the achievement
of objectives. This is why it is
important for organizations to
conduct periodical assessments
as well as implement a continuous performance management
approach to map employee performance at frequent intervals
and identify the challenges they

face. Such data derived can be
used in tweaking and fine-tuning
employee training and development strategies in the future.
CHALLENGING PROJECTS
TO ENGAGE THE TOP
PERFORMERS
Organizations should appreciate the value of their employees by giving challenges that
keep them engaged and inspire
them to stay with the company.
A new challenge gives employees something to look forward
to as it underlines that they are
being considered for key positions or greater job responsibilities that will massively help
their professional growth.
Even after following all
the strategies, there will be
times when best perfor mers retire or leave for newer
pastures.
However, taking cues from
the aforementioned points, the
organization can minimize disruption and sustain their growth
and productivity.
When applied with discipline,
innovation, and consistent determination, these strategies can
help create and develop a good
pool of talent that is constantly updated, augmented, and
refreshed. This can translate
to better business outcomes for
the organization and adequately
prepare it to face challenges that
the future holds.
The author is CEO &
Co-Founder, Mercer-Mettl - an
assessment and skill-measurement company.
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SITUATIONVACANT
WANTED hardworking store manager for furniture showroom at chandigarh timing 10AM-9PM age upto
65 years can be considered
9815213422 attractive salary. 129
Ind. Area phase-1, chandigarh
REQUIRED office coordinator (female) with good communication &
MS office at manimajra. Good salary
insurance gandhi@gmail.com
COMPUTER operator wanted for
a Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
unit at Industrial area Phase-9
Mohali 7973864069
REQUIRED FOR Multinational
Bank and MNC Marketing Manager/
Executives, Backend Executives,
Data Entry Operators, Tele-callers,
Counselors/
Receptionist
Immediate Joining, Handsome
Salary & Incentives Contact.
9878355516, 9463730416

REQUIRED
Experienced
accountact Male/ Female with
knowledge of tally at Kharar 9876000162.
REQUIRED BULK STAFF!

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
A Government Registered Visa Company
requires result oriented following staff

Visa Counselor’s
Visa Filling Of cer
Tellecaller
Receptionist

No Target / Good Salary and Incentives
Good communication skills must
Call / Whatsapp 98147-28902
REQUIRED Freshers/ experienced Female/ Male Telecallers/
Counselors knowledge of Admin./
H.R, Mohali. 0172-4635255, 7307685005.
URGENTLY Required Experienced Counselors, Telecallers, PR
Counselor at Reputed Govt
Approved Immigration Company
Mohali. Salary 10000-30000 +
Incentives. Contact: 81466-90123.
WANTED Maths, Science, English Teachers and a Clerk for reputed
Institute in Mohali for Competitive
Exams, Please Send Your Resume
at# 2750, Sector 35-C, Chandigarh.
or Whatsapp at 8360736706.

IMMEDIATELY Required Experienced & Fresher Visa Counsellors/
Team Leaders. Radvision Consultant SCO-123, top Floor, Phase-7,
Mohali. 8872009515.
REQUIRED Electronics R&D Engineer's Embedded Software Design-02 PCB Design/ Hardware Design -01 Exp. Required 2-5 Yrs Contact:- pathania.deepak@gmail.com

COREL draw operator, min 2 yrs
experience. English Hindi typing
preffered. Handsome salary, Perks
provident fund, ESI, bonus etc. Extra
for deserving candidates. Permanent job. Azad offset printers 144
press site ind area 1 Chandigarh.
Call 9914111543, 9814011543

REQUIRED Male Candidates
B.Com fresher with Tally knowledge
for Accounts for Chandigarh firm in
Industrial Area Ph-I. Vehicle
Compulsary. Call: 9034958185
UK Calling!! Need Energetic,
hardworking Staff for International
Process. Required exceptional
communication skills, salary negotiable for suitable candidates + incentives and UK shift. 7973739606,
hr@pumasource.in
FEMALE Receptionist Required
for IIE- Chandigarh, Graduates with
Excellent English Communication
Skill Call: 9988776828.
REQUIRED
R&D
Engineers/
Technicians in Power Electronics
Domain Exp. 5-10 yrs. In Inverter/UPS/ Solar Battery Chargers
Industries.
Contact:
pathania.deepak@gmail.com

SALES Executive for a Progressive Lighting fixture Manufacturer
with minimum five years experience
in same Trade Willing to Travel
handsome package Contact Personally Grafton Electrical Industries
Plot No. 10, Industrial Area Phase 2,
Chandigarh.
grafton_lights@
yahoo.com,
Contact
number9417041010
B.PHARMA, D. Pharma, B.Sc
wanted for a Pharmaeutical company at sector-22 Chandigarh contact 7973864069
STAFF REQUIRED!

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Need Fresher/Exp. Male/Female Candidate
for Immigration Of ce :

Tellecaller’s
Front Desk Exe.
Visa Counselor’s
Typist (with good speed)
Good Salary and Incentives
for Deserving Candidates

Contact :- 81988-85556
HIRING female fresher science
graduates preferably convent educated with good communication
skills.
Contact:9872200996,
jobsapply006@gmail.com
URGENTLY required qualified
fresher/experienced
accountant
male/female.
Conveyance
preffered. Chartered accountant
firm. Contact 9872718187.

WANTED Experienced Sales
Executive for all India Touring/ Local
Touring. Good salary. Contact 713,
Industrial
Area,
Phase-2,
Chandigarh. Mob: 9815295122

HOMOEOCAREHOMOEOPATHIC Clinic Sector-9 Chandigarh
requires Front Office coordinator.
Should have Good communication
skills. Call 0172-4659000. Emailhomoeocarechd@gmail.com

IMMIGRATION And Visitor Visa
Counsellors, Telecallers, Digital
Marketing Expert. Worldmax SCO
69, 2nd Floor, Sector 17-D, Chandigarh. 7986498160.
REQUIRED CA Fresher/ Experienced For CA Firm Handsome Salary, Early Joining, Plot No. 182/32,
Industrial
Area,
Phase-1,
Chandigarh.
0172-5007532,
Interview Timings 11 AM -02 PM
REQUIRED GIRL for boutique,
fashion design diploma, expert in
designing at Mohali #3539/69
Mohali. Call 9876369592

WANTED Computer Operator
knowledge of Coreldraw, Photoshop
Luxmi Graphic SCO 66- 67, Sector8C, Chandigarh. Mob. 01724800923, 98789-74075.
REQUIRED A Person for Record
Keeping and Desk Manager. Please
Call- 9814806125, Address: SCO34, Sector-26, Chandigarh.

HOSPITAL Staff required- HR
Executive,
Receptionist,
Pharmacist,
Radiographers,
Nurses, House keeping, Supervisor,
house keeping attendant, Data
Entry Operators. Contact Eden
Hospital, Plot no 115, Industrial Area
Phase-1, Chandigarh

REQUIRED PART Time Female
Computer Operator-To Handle, on
Line Product permotion web
Controles
Etc.
Dr
Kaushal9518071762

REQUIRED 2 PHP developer CI,
Laravel and CMS 0.6-2 year
experience.
hr@bricleweb.com,
0172-4183125
BPT, MPT (Physiotherapist), Bsc
MLT/ Msc Microbiology Faculty,
Female Receptionist cum Computer
operator, Female Councillor having
experience of counselling contactShivalik Institute of paramedical
Technology/, 781/1 Gobindpura,
Opposite Kalagram on Modern
complex Road Manimajra.
WANTED 2 females having Computer knowledge for reputed
builder's office, Sector-20, Panchkula. Sandeep 98154-82466.

WE need building Manager for
leasing, maintenance, supervision
of renovations, rent billing & collection, laisoning for new IT TOWER in
Mohali Phase 8B. Send resume.
goyal65@gmail.com. 6280609028

REQUIRED Retired VRS/Ex-serviceman/ Housewife/ Businessman/
Part/ Fulltime 50k plus, Training
Allowances. 9988882360.

REQUIRED
FRESHER
or
experienced for Sales and Marketing Job in Education. Salary 10000/Contact 9877701825

REQUIRED OFFICE Executive for
advertising agency in Sector 34-A,
Chandigarh. Experienced female
candidates, well versed with MS
Office may apply with confidence.
Salary no bar. 9814016373,
globalnetwork34@gmail.com

REQUIRED Sales Employee for
Electronic
Components
Shop
should be able to Read English
Contact 6284639859.

A Govt. licence holder immigration
company
required
counselors, telecallers, receptionist,
Marketing Manager Salary 1000035000
+
incentive.
Call:
9878827402.

A reputed company requires area
sales manager, sales executive
hardworking, self motivated, result
oriented for marketing herbal juices
like Aloevera, Amla, Noni, Wheat
grass juice etc. Area Chandigarh,
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal.
Candidate email complete resume
to
khadikhushika@gmail.com,
Whatsapp: 9417009260

GRAPHIC DESIGNER with 2
Years Experience in Corel draw,
Photoshop.
7307307005/
amandeep.ssa@gmail.com

YOUNG male candidates required
in a Manufacturing unit at Derabassi
& Bombay (1) Accounts OfficerM.Com/ B.Com (2 nos) 8 yrs ex. (2)
Accounts Assistant (3-4 yrs exp.)
can independently handle income
Tax, Sale Tax and ERP software (3)
Receptionist (4) Company Secretary having knowledge of all ROC filling (exp. 4-5 yrs). email CV at
careers@jagan.in or for walkin contact 9463379397

REQUIRED for Pharma Company
Situated at Zirakpur, Pabhat,
Godown area accounts assistant
minimum qualification should be
Graduate with at least 5 year
experience in the same industry.
Salary is no bar for the right
candidate female may be preferred
interested candidate may apply to:
sunmaxorder@gmail.com

COUNSELLOR required for an immigration company must be having
good communication skills, fluency
in English. Experience must upto 2
years, female preferred. Handsome
perks. SCO 405-406, Sector 35C
Chandigarh 7009119175

IMMIGRATION Office requires office staff to fill in applications, knowledge must. Elevatelife, Phase 8B,
Mohali. Call 98146-89899.

TOP MNC urgently required 12th
graduates male female rotational
shift location mohali sitting job salary
12000-25000
Call
now
9569095115, 9056959002

URGENTLY required staff in
reputed immigration company at
Mohali, visa counsellor (15)
telecallers (25) Male/Female can
apply. (a pleasing personality with
min 1 year experience/ fresher.
Salary 10,000/- - 25,000/- season
overseas, SCF 84, first floor, Phase5 Mohali. 70097-41099, 9803488236.

REQUIRED MALE Computer
Operator for Pharma Company C&F
in Zirakpur. Contact: 8699999700,
7696839983

ACCOUNTANT, STENO, Web
Designer, HR Generlist, EA,
Computer operator, Councellor,
Receptionist, Data Entry, Teachers
Chemistry, Physics, Math, English,
Adminstrator, Chatred Accountant,
9780105789

RENOWNED Financial Group,
looking for committed person for its
Chandigarh Branch with handsome
earning. Most suitable for retirees,
housewives, businessmen and
others. Contact- 9779294175,
8847364563.

REQUIRED Experienced/ Fresher
Visa Counsellors/ Telecallers at Zirakpur. Salary 12000/- 25000/Smart Male/ Female 91154-40137.

REQUIRED graphic designer at
Sapatrishi Publications Chandigarh.
Email:baldev909@gmail.com,
Contact:- 9463836591

REQUIRED marketing Assistant
for calling and Visiting Industry
around
Chandigarh
Tricity.
Qualification
BBA/
Graduate.
9988919633, 9877936039.

URGENT Requirement Counsellor, Salary 25000-3000 + Incentives
Freshers can also apply. Ekam Tour
& Travels, SCO 85-86, 2nd floor,
Sector
17-D,
Chandigarh.
9592914551, 9872614551.

WANTED Home Tutors (Female/
Male) All classes/ Subjects/ Tricity,
Impact Creators. 87290-15647,
(Freshers also apply)

REQUIRED FRESH CA, CA Inter
and CA Trainees/ Accountants for a
CA firm Sudesh Goel & Associates,
Sector 35-A, Chandigarh. Send CV
at goel_sudesh@yahoo.com or
contact at 9417003834

REQUIRED
Mktg
executive,
customer support executive, trainee
Programmer for Zirakpur (Mohali)
office of a Chandigarh based
software
company
Email:kumardheerajs@yahoo.co.in

REQUIRED Female Telecaller for
educational office, Salary +
incentives, Fresher also apply.
Sector: 34, Chd. 98158-89707.

REQUIRED experienced sales
Executive, sales manager for
furniture goods. Ruhani Industries
Pvt. Ltd, Plot No. 38, Phase-1,
Panchkula.
9501711942,
9888405628.
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REQUIRED COMPUTER Operator
with three years experience having
complete knowledge of office work
handling. Contact-94176-00658 or
mail Bio-data : sjsatishjindal@
gmail.com.
REQUIRED female office Receptionist/ telecaller for education
center at sec 34A Chandigarh fixed
Salary + Incentives 99157-23317
A Reputed 15 Years Old CBSE
Affiliated School Adjoining Morinda
(Punjab) Required Vice Principal
Cum PGT- (English/ Biology/ Political Science) TGT- (English & Social
Science), PRT, NTT with 4-5 Years
Experience and DPI. Must be Fluent
in English. Salary: As per Grades.
Free Transport From Chandigarh,
Mohali and Kharar. Apply within 7
Days at educationsuccess70@
gmail.com, Contact:- 95012-73302.

A Professionally managed study
permit
consultancy
company
requires IELTS/PTE TRAINERS
with minimum experience of 3 years.
Salary- no bar, including incentives
and other perks. Interested candidates can walk-in for interview or
can email their resume at
info@unicollconsultants.com
UNICOLL CONSULTANTS F469,
PHASE 8B, INDUSTRIAL AREA,
OPP.
JUDICIAL
COMPLEX
MOHALI, PUNJAB
REQUIRED PRINCIPAL for a
Garment Making Skills Training
Centre run by Mehar Baba
Charitable Trust (an NGO working
for Rural Women Upliftment) at
Bassi Pathana, District Fatehgarh
Sahib.
Experienced
Dynamic
Female NIFD or equivalent
graduate proficient in fashion
design,
graphics,
tailoring,
embroidery & beautician course.
Language skills English/ Punjabi
and computer savvy. Handsome
package
apply
email
:
mbct2005@yahoo.com; Tel: +9170870-33462

TRAINER Spoken English Language: MEHAR BABA CHARITABLE TRUST, Bassi Pathana- Fatehgarh Sahib (An NGO Working for
Rural Women Upliftment). Applications are invited for post of Trainer
Spoken English Language with Relevant Experience. Apply within 7
Days
Via
Email
to
mbct2005@gmail.com along with
Copies of Biodata, Qualifications.
MNC REQUIRED Housewives/
Retired Officers/ young Professionals Age-25. Salary 30000/7009701583
REQUIRE Experienced Female
Telecaller Salary 8K to 10K+ Incentive Connect:- 9855196906.

ADVOCATES/ law officers are
required in AKBLEX office. Contact:
6, NAC, manimajra, Chandigarh,
Phone 9915004500
WANTED a female counsellor for
study visa at Phase 11 Mohali contact 8427100643
REQUIRED Field Collection & Delivery Male/ Female Receptionist for
Medical Trading Company Kharar.
8360202800.
REQUIRES FEMALE secretary for
Medical Center Working for Foreign
Embassies. Should be Good in
English and Computers Contact at
516/10-D, Chandigarh
KFT REQUIRES PHP Developer
Experience-2-3 years MVC :
Codeignitor, Cakephp and laravel
QualificationAny
computer
diploma or graduate in IT or
computer science, plot-I-60, Alpha
IT-City, Sector 83, Cell 01725256060
Email:
hr@kft.co.in,
info@kft.co.in
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Accelerating women’s careers

PUSHING FOR EQUALITY India’s gender parity rankings are among the lowest in the world, close to the Middle East, Africa
Neha Bagaria
■

maternity leave v/s no policies
around paternity leave further
deepen the problem with society placing the entire burden
of parenthood on the mother’s
shoulders.
Countries that are among the
top in achieving gender parity
are also leading the way in progressive policies such as parental leave, the benefits of which
are manifold – men too get to
enjoy the life experience of parenthood, children are brought up
in more gender-neutral environments and women can get the
breathing space they need to
build a career without having
to worry if they can “have it all.”
All while her family not just supports her, but is proud of her.

letters@hindustantimes.com
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nlyaquarterof India’s
workforce is female.
In f act, India’s
gender parity rankings are among the lowest in
the world, close to that of the
Middle East and North Africa,
where women are forbidden by
law to work. China, on the other
hand, enjoys over 60% of female
participation in the workforce
and the US has 55% of its women
working.
On the flip side, the potential
for impact by achieving gender
parity is immense – India’s GDP
can rise by 27% if female participation matches male levels.
The increase in diversity in
the workforce will also have
a direct impact on the bottom
lines of companies with research
showing an increased ROI for
companies which benefit from
the diverse perspectives and
capabilities that the two genders bring.
Increasing women’s participation in the workforce will also
have a huge impact on society
and families in bringing more
gender balance and equity, with
women truly being empowered
to take their own decisions and
carve their own paths.

How do we accelerate women’s
participation?
The road to accelerating women’s participation and performance in the Indian workforce is

a bumpy and longwinded one.
And over the last four years of
running JobsForHer, I have realised that if we want to increase
gender parity in the Indian workplace, we need to get women to
Start, Restart, and Rise in their
careers and it takes an entire village to come together and drive
towards it – employers, educators, society, and the woman
herself.
Today, companies are at the
forefront of this change because
they realize that diversity is good
for business.
T h e y a re wo rk i n g w i t h
JobsForHer to create structured
D&I programs to drive diversity
goals and initiatives to make the

Brexit-era EU risks
'implosion', Dutch
minister warns
Agence France-Presse
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

BERLIN: Dutch Finance Minister

Wopke Hoekstra warned Tuesday
that the EU faces "the smouldering threat of implosion" as
Britain and other key countries
reject it.
"The bitter reality is that we
have a Union in which part of the
population, mainly in northwestern Europe, wants to leave," he
said in a Berlin speech.
Hoekstra pointed out that
Norway and Switzerland "aren't
interested in joining" the bloc
while Denmark and Sweden
had rejected the euro common
currency.
On Britain, he said that "now,
in one of the most tragic chapters of the EU, the second most
important economic power and
single most important geopolitical power in Europe wants to
leave the Union".
He warned those on the continent who look forward to "a
future without the difficult
British", saying that this view
"shows a complete misunderstanding of who the winner is".
"This is not a victory for
London, or for Berlin or Paris,
let alone The Hague. This is a vic-

tory for Moscow and for Beijing."
He added that if the EU can't
"inspire the best and brightest"
and looks set to lose "a force for
good like the United Kingdom,
then our Union has a fundamental problem".
Delivering his Ger manlanguage address at Humboldt
University, Hoekstra urged greater EU efforts in common defence
and security, climate policy and
economic innovation in artificial
intelligence, nanotechnology and
biotech.
"Geopolitically speaking, too,
our continent is unable to present
a united front," he said.
Europe had failed to reach a
common position on the Syrian
war and proved unable to respond
to "the divide-and-conquer strategy being used against Europe by
others, be it Beijing or Moscow".
As the world's largest trade
bloc, "Europe must be able
to engage in power politics,"
Hoekstra said, warning that "we
are witnessing the emergence of
a new world order".
"The EU has a crucial role to
play. But it's one we must actively
seize," he said. "We can't just sit
around arguing among ourselves
while others make off with the
prize."

workplace more women-friendly.
T h e y a re a l s o c re at i n g
structured returnee programs
which could be in the form of
internships, reskilling programs or exclusive recruitment
drives to enable women to
restart and rejoin the paid
workforce.
Companies are also structuring L&D Programs for the professional development of women as
well as removing biases in the
workforce through sensitization
to increase women’s retention
and ascension toward leadership roles.
Educational institutes are also
partnering with us in this journey by rolling out customized

programs for women on a break,
for senior women professionals,
and for women in technology,
so that women can bridge the
gap, leapfrog into senior roles
and have their rightful voice in
tomorrow’s technology which
will shape all our lives.
The foundation for change
ofcourse will be changing mindsets in our society and families.
SHARE THE LOAD
We need families to recognise
and nurture women as equal
breadwinners, and we need our
men to become equal caregivers.
As one of our favorite ad says, we
need our men to “share the load”.
Policies such as 6-month paid

MANAGING THE
4 BIG BARRIERS
But the most important change
has to start with the woman
herself.
There are plenty of internal
hurdles that women need to
cross in order to accelerate their
careers; in fact as a management
student from Wharton, let me
tell you – women need a management degree of a whole different
type; the ability to manage the
4 big barriers to women’s success: Guilt management, time
management, fear management,
and biases management.
How do I know this? Because I
had to, have to, and will continue
having to manage these 4 big barriers in my own career. After
graduating from the Wharton

School, I founded my first startup
Paragon in Mumbai to bring the
Advanced Placement Program
to India. Two years later, I relocated to Bangalore when I got
married. I shutdown Paragon
and joined my husband’s family
business Kemwell, in Pharma
manufacturing.
I never thought I’d stop working until motherhood struck and
that’s when I took a break in
my own career; 3.6 years and 2
children later when I got back to
work, I realized all the challenges
that women face in restarting
their careers.
Today, 4 years into running
JobsForHer, I am still fighting
against the 4 big barriers to
success-guilt of not being a good
mother; constantly managing my
time and prioritizing between
work, family and home; facing
my fear of not just failure but
fear of success too; and challenging biases of so many around us
who think women shouldn’t or
can’t or won’t.
As India marches into the
future of economic development
and takes its rightful place in the
global map, we need our next
generation of girls to aspire to
have challenging careers and not
assume that that will come at a
huge personal sacrifice. And that
will only happen if the entire
ecosystem comes together to
enable women to start, restart
and rise in their careers.
The author is founder & CEO,
JobsForHer

AI can detect depression in speech
Press Trust of India
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Scientists have

developed an artificial intelligence (AI) system that can detect
signs of anxiety and depression
in the speech patterns of young
children.
According to the research
published in the Jour nal
of Biomedical and Health
Informatics, the tool potentially
provides a fast and easy way of
diagnosing conditions that are
difficult to spot and often overlooked in young people.
Around one in five children suffer from anxiety and
depression, collectively known
as "internalising disorders."
However, since children under
the age of eight can not reliably articulate their emotional
suffering, adults need to be
able to infer their mental state,
and recognise potential mental
health problems. Waiting lists
for appointments with psychologists, insurance issues, and
failure to recognise the symptoms by parents all contribute
to children missing out on vital
treatment.
"We need quick, objective tests
to catch kids when they are suffering," said Ellen McGinnis,
a clinical psychologist at the
University of Vermont in the US.
"The majority of kids under

■

The system that can detect signs of anxiety and depression in the
speech patterns of young children.

eight are undiagnosed," said
McGinnis, lead author of the
study. Early diagnosis is critical
because children respond well
to treatment while their brains
are still developing, but if they
are left untreated they are at
greater risk of substance abuse
and suicide later in life. Standard
diagnosis involves a 60-90 minute
semi-structured interview with
a trained clinician and their primary care-giver. Researchers
have been looking for ways to
use artificial intelligence and
machine learning to make diagnosis faster and more reliable.
They used an adapted version of a mood induction task

called the Trier-Social Stress
Task, which is intended to cause
feelings of stress and anxiety in
the subject.
A g roup of 71 children
between the ages of three and
eight were asked to improvise
a three-minute story, and told
that they would be judged based
on how interesting it was. The
researcher acting as the judge
remained stern throughout the
speech, and gave only neutral or
negative feedback. After 90 seconds, and again with 30 seconds
left, a buzzer would sound and
the judge would tell them how
much time was left.
"The task is designed to be

stressful, and to put them in
the mindset that someone was
judging them," said McGinnis.
The children were also diagnosed using a structured clinical
interview and parent questionnaire, both well-established
ways of identifying internalising disorders in children.The
researchers used a machine
learning algorithm to analyse
statistical features of the audio
recordings of each kid's story
and relate them to the child's
diagnosis. They found the algorithm was highly successful at
diagnosing children, and that the
middle phase of the recordings,
between the two buzzers, was the
most predictive of a diagnosis.
The algorithm was able to
identify children with a diagnosis of an internalising disorder
with 80 per cent accuracy, and in
most cases that compared really
well to the accuracy of the parent checklist, researchers said.
It can also give the results
much more quickly -- the algorithm requires just a few seconds of processing time once
the task is complete to provide
a diagnosis.
McGinnis said that the next
step will be to develop the speech
analysis algorithm into a universal screening tool for clinical use,
perhaps via a smartphone app
that could record and analyse
results immediately.
PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

WORKSMART

06 |

H I N DU STA N T I M E S , C H A N D I G A R H
T H U RS DAY, M AY 0 9 , 2 0 1 9

Want to pursue your studies in
France? Here are some norms
HIGH- FLYING DREAMS France is
ranked fourth for the popularity among
international students; each year, over
3 lakh international students join
France’s leading educational institutions
Nilesh Gaikwad
■

htspecialprojects@htlive.com

F

rance is often looked up to
for its rich culture, beautiful monuments and a
sophisticated way of life. It is of
no surprise that France leads
in the field of tourism with an
estimated over 85 million tourists annually.
But here is another piece of
information that has remained
unnoticed. France is ranked
fourth for the popularity among
international students.
Each year, over 3,00,000 international students join France’s
leading educational institutions
to complete their degree.
Here are some reasons why
France has become an ideal education destination.
France spends around 7%
of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) on education and it has
always been a top-priority for
the French. Over 3500 public
and private institutions offer
a plethora of studying options.
Not to forget, most of the leading
French institutions are ranked
among the best in the world.
Academically, France has
something for everyone, you
can study engineering, management, arts and humanities here.
With over 1200 courses taught
completely in English, France
is fast becoming the next desti-

nation for the English speaking
students.
Over 70 public universities
offer programmes in all disciplines while doubling up as the
primary academic research centres. The Grande Ecoles (higher
education institutes that are outside the main framework of the
French public university system)
offer five-year diploma equivalent to a master’s degree. These
Grande Ecoles are specialist institutions for studying engineering,
scientific and management.
After United Kingdom (20);
France (15) has the highest
number of business schools
with a triple accreditation. This
speaks a lot about the emphasis
on providing quality education.
Consider this, the top five business schools providing master’s
programmes in finance , belong
to France.
While the cost for education
has skyrocketed in most western countries, France’s studentfriendly policies ensure education remains affordable.
Annual fees of public institutions range is below £700 (Rs
54,651), while this range for
private institutions is between
£1,500 to £17,000 (maximum of
Rs 13,27,500).
The French government offers
Caisse d’Allocations Familiales
(CAF), a form of housing allowance to every student enrolled

POST SUCCESSFUL
COMPLETION OF A
‘GRANDE ECOLES’
PROGRAMME, STUDENTS
CAN APPLY FOR AN UP TO
2-YEAR AUTORISATION
FOR JOB SEARCH VISA
in a French institution. Student
discounts on public transport
and museums ensure the living
costs remain within a certain
limit. The minimum cost of living in France is 615 (Rs 48,000)
a month.
As part of the selection proc-

ess, the institutions tend to look
for an all-round performer in
academics and extra-curricular activities. You also need to
have excellent recommendations. Some colleges will make
it mandatory for the student
to appear for entrance exams
like Graduate Management
Admission test (GMAT) and
Graduate Record Examination
(GRE).
Inter national of fices of
Campus France, 13 in India,
help students in multiple
ways such as facilitating visa
application process, providing
scholarships and post-studies
networking assistance. The

Eiffel Scholarship offered by
the French Education Ministry
is the most prestigious scholarship available. Alternatively,
the French embassy in India
a l s o aw a rd s t h e C h a r p a k
Scholarship in addition to multiple co-financed scholarships
in partnership with different
institutions in France.
Recently,France has relaxed
its visa norms for Indian students studying in France. Most
of the programmes in France
require the student to intern
as part of the curriculum.
LongTer m Student Visa is
offered to full-time students. It is
of one year in duration, doubles

up as a resident permit. Thus
eliminating the need to apply for
a separate work visa.
Post successful completion of
a ‘grande ecoles’ programme,
students can apply for an up to
two-year Autorisation provisoire
de Séjour(APS) or Job Search
Visa.
To top it all, every Indian student graduating with a master’s
or a higher degree is eligible to
apply for the up to five-year
Schengen Circulation Visa.
Considering these initiatives
taken up by France in the last
one decade, it is quite clear why
it has become a go-to destination
for Indian students.

Why emotional intelligence is important for professionals?
Dr. Kulneet Suri
■

of EQ even further, here is a list
of few skills that you inherently
develop which hiring managers
will always value. These will
make you the cream in the crowd
and really help you to stand out.

letters@hindustantimes.com

W

ith every other task
being automated by
the day, you must possess that one skill that robots
cannot replicate any time soon.
The way you handle a pressure
situation, how you communicate with other human beings
or provide some creative ideas
that can make the company
grow. A computer can crunch
numbers faster than you but
can never lead a team. In fact,
corporations are now looking for
emotionally intelligent people to
join as professionals rather than
the ones with high levels of IQ.
WHAT IS EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE?
In simple words, being emotionally intelligent is to be aware
of your feelings and how they
affect your work environment.
When your emotional quotient
is high, you can recognise
your mood, better control your

impulses and develop a sense of
internal motivation to help you
excel. You also understand and
tend to empathise with other
people’s feelings and reactions
and manage professional relationships better. The overall
effect is – high EQ makes you the
employee of the hour as you are
driven to get the work done with
minimal external motivation.
HOW DO YOU DEVELOP IT?
By working on your social
skills. For instance, if you enroll

yourself into one of the top mass
communication courses after
12th standard, understanding
human relations will be one
of the primary focus. If you
use the knowledge to find out
about your inner strengths and
weakness, you start developing
emotional intelligence. Along
with your academic subjects, you
must find time to work on your
social skills, improve on how you
communicate and enhance your
ability to help others grow.
To break down the necessity

YOU ARE SELF-MOTIVATED
And the firm does not have
to go to extra lengths to get a
job done by you. Studies have
shown that bonuses and incentives can only motivate up to a
certain limit and are not effective
ways to increase productivity.
Emotionally intelligent people,
on the other hand, work for personal development and function
better. For instance, if you are
fresh out from any of the journalism courses after 12th and
you had taken up the subject
due to personal liking, you are
proficient to deal with challenges
and least likely to give up.
YOU BECOME AN ASSET
TO THE COMPANY
Self-driven people have the
tendency to help others to grow

and this helps the whole company. As a leader, you can better
understand the team members
and help them to gel. You are goal
oriented, more focused and work
with minimum micromanagement. As a member, you are capable of boosting the morals of the
whole team and any manager
will understand your value. The
company will be naturally willing to give you more responsibility and professional development
rate will see new heights.
HIGH EQ WILL KEEP YOU
STRESS-FREE
When you are aware of your
feelings and goals, you tend to
have less stress. You perfectly
understand a situation and know
how to act during a crisis. Less
stress increases productivity and
you naturally stand out as the
employee with the best potential.
You remain healthier and fitter
and all these do act together
to enhance your professional
career as a whole. You understand when to quit and start over.

MANAGE YOUR
EMOTIONS BETTER
The one thing that companies
value. Experts believe that
most of the wrong decisions
are made during an emotional
outburst, both positive and
negative. You can hire the
wrong person while being
elated or fire the right person
in a fit of rage. Emotional
intelligence gives you control
over your feelings and you
are capable of making professional decisions. You become
tolerable in the company
environment and other will
feel comfortable around you.
Any job after the best mass
media courses after 12th may
involve odd hours and substantial pressure. While most
may complain about the issue,
high EQ people will weigh the
opportunities on offer. You
become flexible and you are
well-aware of the purpose.
Unlike IQ, EQ is something
that you can work upon and this
is what managers will look for.
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Autism in the workplace: A
spectrum of hiring choices
UNBIASED On the spectrum applicants get jobs that need specific technical skills
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Ethiopia's garment
workers are world's
lowest paid agency
Associated Press
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

Reuters
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK: Like many transplants

to Chicago, Chris Easton needed
to adjust to winter after moving
from Atlanta to take a job as a
database engineer at the accounting firm EY.
Among other work-life skills,
Easton, 23, who is on the autism
spectrum, learned the key to surviving the bone-chilling winds
from Lake Michigan: layering.
"Moving from Georgia to
Chicago was pretty different.
It was definitely a transition,"
Easton said.
EY is among a handful of
major companies recruiting and
hiring individuals with autism
spectrum disorders and supporting them at the office. These jobs
tend to focus on specific technical skills that can suit individuals on the spectrum who are challenged by social interactions.
The numbers are small so far
- Microsoft has about 80 involved
in its program, while Deloitte
just hired eight into its inaugural
round. Dell started with three
hires last summer and is doubling this year.
The hiring need, on the other
hand, is exponential. Some 1.1
million computing-related
jobs are expected by 2024, but
U.S. graduation rates are not
nearly keeping pace, says Lou
Candiello, head of military and
disability recruiting programs
at Dell. "We need to think different about attracting talent,"
Candiello said.
With an estimated global
population of 70 million on the
autism spectrum - 80 percent
of whom are unemployed or
severely underemployed - the
neurodiverse community is a
huge pool to tap.
In aggregate, programs for
autistic workers are helping
about 200 people a year, while
thousands more g raduate
high school and head "straight
to their couches," said Tara
Cunningham, chief executive of
Specialisterne USA, a nonprofit
organization that helped launch
the Autism @ Work network with
Microsoft, EY, JPMorgan Chase
and SAP. Meanwhile, hundreds

of thousands more graduate and
never enter the workforce.
IDENTIFYING TALENT
Recruiting individuals on
the spectrum for highly prized
tech jobs starts very small, with
local social service agencies.
Goodwill Industries of Greater
NY & Northern NJ, for instance,
works closely with schools and
community centers, identifying
people who are unemployed and
underemployed but have the
skills to do better.
Sometimes coaching and
attention to detail does the trick.
Celina Cavalluzzi, Goodwill's
director of day services, worked
with one young man who wanted
a retail job but was having trouble because riding the subway
was overstimulating. A coach
helped him find a bus route and
prepped him for job interviews.
Others are identified for
programs like Microsoft's bootcamp, which runs four times
year. Recruits spend five days
working on group projects
that can involve building Lego
Mindstorm robotic kits and
meeting with managers.
Roughly 50 percent of the candidates in the program applied
to Microsoft before but had been
rejected, said Neil Barnett, director of inclusive hiring and acces-

sibility at Microsoft.
"We see who works with
whom, who gets frustrated.
We're really trying to understand where people shine the
best," Barnett said.
Some candidates, like EY's
Easton, do not have college
degrees. Others have graduate
degrees but have been underemployed.
"It’s how you see the potential
in people," said Kathy WestEvans, head of the National
Employment Team for the
Council of State Administrators
of Vocational Rehabilitation.
West-Evans said one of her
clients was collecting shopping
carts in the parking lot of a
superstore instead of pursuing
a job that would make use of his
math degree. After getting some
help, he is now an engineer at a
tech company.
HELP ON THE JOB
Once candidates are hired,
there is help at the office, too. For
example, a federal program pays
for a job coach for three months
to help individuals adjust to the
workplace, West-Evans said.
Wo rk p l a c e a c c o m m o d a tions can be tricky to identify. Specialisterne does walkthroughs in offices to assess for

smells and fluorescent lighting.
"They destroy autistic people," Cunningham said. "You
get LEDs, you ask someone to
stop wearing perfume, and you
make everyone better."
Training managers to speak
in specific language and to give
written instructions helps not
only the autistic team members
but also everyone else.
"You need to say exactly what
you want and when you need it.
Then you have the team member
tell you back what they heard.
Then you go back and put it in
an email to everyone and then
check on them 20 minutes later.
Everyone benefits," Cunningham
said.
When the process works, lives
are changed. Hiren Shukla, neurodiversity program leader at
EY, describes how one of his
hires transformed on the job.
The young man had been living at home, supported by his
parents. When his father passed
away recently, he was able to
buy his own home and move
his mother in with him to take
care of her.
"This is why we are shouting
about this program from the
rooftops," Shukla said.

ETHIOPIA: Ethiopian garment factory workers are now, on average, the lowest paid in any major
garment-producing company
worldwide, a new report says.
The report by the New York
University Stern Center for
Business and Human Rights
comes as Ethiopia, one of
Africa's fastest-growing economies, pursues a bold economic
experiment by inviting the global
garment industry to set up shop
in its mushrooming industrial
parks.
"The government's eagerness
to attract foreign investment led
it to promote the lowest base
wage in any garment-producing
country — now set at the equivalent of $26 a month," according
to the authors of the report,
Paul M. Barrett and Dorothée
Baumann-Pauly.
In comparison, Chinese garment workers earn $340 a month,
those in Kenya earn $207 and
those in Bangladesh earn $95.
Drawn by the newly built
industrial parks and a range of
financial incentives, manufacturers for some of the world's
best-known brands — among
them H&M, Gap, and PVH —
employ tens of thousands of
Ethiopian workers in a sector
the government predicts will
one day have billions of dollars
in sales.
The new report is based on
a visit earlier this year to the
flagship Hawassa Industrial
Park that opened in June 2017
in southern Ethiopia and currently employs 25,000 people.
Ethiopian leaders often show
off the industrial park, 140 miles
(225 kilometers) south of Addis

Ababa, to visiting foreign dignitaries.
According to the report, most
young Ethiopian workers are
hardly able to get by to the end
of the month and are not able to
support family members. "I'm
left with nothing at the end of
the month," one factory worker, Ayelech Geletu, 21, told The
Associated Press last year.
The minimum monthly living wage in Ethiopia is about
$110), according to Ayele Gelan,
a research economist at the
Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research.
"Given relatively little training, restive employees have protested by stopping work or quitting altogether. Productivity in
the Hawassa factories typically
is low, while worker disillusionment and attrition are high," the
report says.
Ethiopian politics are also
unexpectedly disrupting factory
operations. "The Ethiopian government should address ethnic
tension in Hawassa and elsewhere," the report says.
It calls on the government
to implement a long-term economic plan for strengthening the
apparel industry and establish
a minimum wage that ensures
decent living conditions.
Abebe Abebayehu, head
o f E t h i o p i a ' s I nve s t m e n t
Commission, told the AP that
most garment and apparel factories prefer to locate in places
with low labor costs. "If that was
not the case, Chinese companies
wouldn't have come to Ethiopia,"
he said. He also questioned the
report's monthly pay figure of
$26 per month: "That is a basic
salary but in Ethiopia the factories also provide a workplace
meal and other services."

(Reporting by Beth Pinkser; Editing
by Lauren Young and Leslie Adler)

Flexible space leasing by co-working operators sees 4-fold jump
Press Trust of India
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Co-working operators
have leased 2.9 million sq ft of
area, largely office space, during January-March 2019 across
seven major cities - a jump of
nearly four-fold from the year-ago
period, to meet rising demand for
shared and flexible workplace,
property consultant CBRE said.
Co-working players had leased
just 0.8 million sq ft space in the
corresponding period of the previous year, according to a CBRE
report 'India Flexible Space

Quarterly Digest– Q1 2019'.
Most deals by flexible space
operators (98 per cent) were
closed in office spaces, and the
remaining in mixed-use projects
in Q1 2019.
"Given that the Indian flexible
space market is one of the biggest
across APAC, we anticipate that
this segment will remain high on
the investor radar as well," said
Anshuman Magazine, Chairman,
India and South-East Asia, CBRE.
Magazine expected the leasing
quantum of this segment to continue to rise and reach 10 million
sq ft figure annually in 2020, from

7.1 million sq ft last year.
As per the data, Bengaluru -- a
leading commercial real estate
market -- saw 1.2 million sq ft
of space being lapped up by coworking operators during the
first quarter of 2019 calendar
year from 0.2 million sq ft in the
year-ago period. In Hyderabad,
co-working players leased 0.7 million sq ft space as against nil in
the same period last year.
The space leased by co-working
operators in both Delhi-NCR and
Chennai rose to 0.3 million sq ft
from 0.1 million sq ft, while in
Pune it was flat at 0.2 million sq ft.

In Mumbai, co-working entities took 0.1 million sq ft space on
lease, a drop from 0.3 million sq
ft in the year-ago period. Kolkata
saw just 0.01 million sq ft space
absorbed in co-working segment.
"Q1 2019 also witnessed flexible space operators shifting focus
towards leasing medium to largesized spaces across cities with
both commanding a 47 per cent
share in the total leasing activity,"
the consultant said.
Hybrid and managed spaces
drove leasing of flexible space,
commanding a share of 46 per
cent and 36 per cent, respectively,

in Q1 2019.
On the outlook, CBRE said it
expects established corporates
to take up a larger number of
seats as compared to start-ups.
Operators would emphasise on
maintaining healthy levels of
occupancy rates, by highlighting on customised services and
incorporating tech for enterprise
solutions.
"Different ownerships, company structures, offerings, funding mechanisms and prices/scale
are currently preventing merger
and acquisition (M&A) activity.
Hence, consolidation is likely to

occur at a comparatively slower
pace in the country," CBRE said.
The consultant is of the view
that flexible space is unlikely to
be limited to office buildings and
flexible operators would move to
retail spaces as well. The co-working operators are now looking at
underperforming shopping centres as well as mixed-use (officecum-retail) developments.
"We further anticipate that
operators would also look at semiinvestment grade or refurbished
options, keeping in mind the location and cost of these properties,"
it added.
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Shortage of women is one of the
factors responsible for hate crimes
IMMIGRATION TRAVAILS Incidence of hate crime is higher in municipalities with a relative shortage of women, says study
Bloomberg
■
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O

ne often hears from
people with far-right
views that immigrants
are a threat to “our
women.” Now, there’s empirical confirmation that perceived
competition for female attention
is a key factor behind anti-immigrant hate crime.
Rafaela Dancygier, Naoki
Egami and Amaney Jamal
from Princeton University and
Ramona Rischke from Humboldt
University in Berlin have published a paper in which they
mapped German hate crime
statistics onto the country’s
mating market.
They found the incidence
of hate crime was higher in
municipalities with a relative
shortage of women, especially in
those where there’s a surplus of
low-earning men, who face the
toughest competition for women.
(As elsewhere, German women
choose mates from at least the
same social group as themselves,
but preferably a higher one.)
Intuitively, a correlation like
this feels spurious. Men are more
violence-prone than women, so
places where men outnumber
women should see more violence
in general, including more hate
crime.
Besides, places where men
earn little are often depressed
industrial areas where immigrants can be unwanted competitors for jobs, cheap housing, social assistance and other
scarce resources of which
women aren’t necessarily the
most important one. Finally,
because women are supposed to
be interested in more successful
mates, it’s difficult to see poor,
frequently unemployed, linguistically challenged refugees as
strong competitors to local men.
Ye t t h e re s e a rch p ap e r
shouldn’t be dismissed for these
reasons.

The intuition about more
crime in areas with a surplus
of men is incorrect. In 2016, a
University of Utah study showed
violence and criminality are in
fact higher where men are rare.
In such places, men are less
likely to marry and settle down:
They are spoiled for choice and
subsequently more prone to
misbehavior.
Besides, Dancygier and collaborators were extra careful to
control for other hate-inducing
factors, such as perceived competition for jobs and benefits.
Statistically, the relationship
between heightened competition for women and hate crime
still held.
In addition to using hate
crime statistics collected by the
Amadeu Antonio Foundation
and Pro Asyl, a data set that
adds information from the news
media and nonprofit organizations to official data from the

German police, the researchers
ran their own field study with
3,000 respondents. It confirmed
that in areas with more men,
and specifically with more lowearning men, male respondents
were indeed the most worried
about competition with immigrants for local women. And
those who displayed the most
such concern were also the biggest supporters of violence as
a last resort in keeping away
unwanted immigrants.
Although the more than 1 million asylum seekers who have
settled in Germany since 2015
are overwhelmingly poor and
not yet well-integrated, it’s quite
conceivable that German men
can see them as competitors.
Conditioned for years to take
a more modern view toward
women and romance, some of
them, especially those on the
lower rungs of the social ladder, fear that German women

will prove more responsive to
the Middle Easterners’ more
traditional masculinity. That,
in turn, can prompt more violent behavior. Dancygier and
collaborators wrote:
In situations characterized by
a mating market squeeze (e.g.,
due to a surplus of men) these
opportunities are restricted,
presumably even more so for
men who rank low on the socioeconomic ladder.
Engaging in anti-migrant
violence may then be one outlet
to express masculinity, in particular for males who are being
challenged by refugees whose
supposed “raw masculinity” is
perceived as making them especially attractive to native women.
There’s plenty of anecdotal
confirmation for these findings
in Germany. Dancygier and
collaborators mentioned, for
example, the unhealthy climate
around “flirt coaches” who have

attempted to train new immigrants from the Middle East and
Africa in the rules of effective,
and socially approved, interaction with German women. Some
of these coaches have been
forced to hire private security or
ask for police protection because
of threats from right-wingers.
Right-wing websites and
social network accounts are full
of worry about “migrants taking
our women.”
It’s often framed as concern
about women’s safety in light of
events like the December 31, 2015,
mass attacks on women near the
Cologne Central Station.
Dancygier and collaborators, however, point out that
this is likely a disingenuous
spin on competitive reasoning: “Attitudes towards women
among right-wing extremists are
usually quite misogynistic, and
violence against women is not
problematied.

Tellingly for our account,
when far-right forces present
immigrant men as sexual predators, they frequently make possessive claims to ‘their’ women.”
If the Dancygier theory is
correct, that, of course, doesn’t
mean other reasons for antiimmigrant violence aren’t valid.
In Germany, as in other countries, the areas with significantly
more men than women are predominantly rural and poor: It’s
more often women than men
who move to the cities from such
places. Such communities often
tend to be closed, even hostile
to outsiders — and immigrants
from non-Western cultural backgrounds stand out there more
than they would in a big city.
And there’s no way to exclude
economic factors, the prevalence
of hate-spreading social networks, the historical strength
of far-right movements.
But if Dancygier and collaborators are right, it challenges the
often-expressed view (I generally
hold it, too) that most immigration problems can be solved
with strong, intelligent action
on integration. Integrating new
immigrant populations doesn’t
fix the problem of competition
for women — in fact, it may exacerbate it.
If the mating competition
aspect is indeed important, the
German authorities made a mistake in sending immigrants to
the country’s poorer rural areas,
often those where they could be
quickly housed in empty buildings.
It would have been more
expensive, but smarter, to house
them where the male-female
ratio was balanced.
That mistake could eventually fix itself as more of the
asylum seekers learn German
and seek their fortunes in the
bigger cities, but so far, it’s been
creating tension in the country’s
relatively poor post-Communist
east and in small western towns.

A virtual economy is as real, says Neo World COO
PR Newswire
■

letterschd@hindustantimes.com

SINGAPORE: At the largest block-

chain game event in the world
Minsk Crypto Games conference,
NeoWorld COO Kane shared the
team's experiences and findings
after a year into managing a virtual economy in the NeoWorld.
The conference held on 24
and 25 April in Minsk, Belarus,
attracted global attention with
companies and audience from
around the clock. NeoWorld
was invited to showcase the
virtual world project amongst
other prominent projects like
MyCryptoHeroes, Axie Infinity,
Blockchain Cuties.
NeoWorld, despite being one
of its own kind in the blockchain

games industry, has attracted far
more players than most blockchain games -- over 50,000 players
and maintained a steady DAU
of over 5,000. The idea of collectively building a virtual world
charmed players from more than
50 countries. Join the telegram
group https://t.me/Neoworldio
to mingle around.
Kane, however, stressed that
the concept of a robust virtual
economy is essential for the game
to continue to move forward
with full steam after launching
a year ago. Most crypto games
faded out of the scene in a few
months' time, as early adopters
lost interests in the collectibles.
"Since inception, NeoWorld is
designed to be a User-GeneratedContent platform, which means

players, individuals or professional studios, create contents
in the virtual world. The virtual
world will grow organically, as
time goes by," Kane explained the
unconventional design concept
of NeoWorld in his speech during the conference.
UGC type of game is the prevailing trend in the mainstream
game industry today, with leaders like MineCraft or Roblox getting insanely popular amongst
the next generation. Blockchain
games pioneers are also enthusiastically experimenting possibilities of creating a brand
new type of games with UGC
and crypto economies.
NeoWorld team comprises
of finance professionals and is
advised by experts with macr-

oeconomics background, like
economists from policy banks
or universities.
"Selling your token is never
the more the merrier," Kane
explained in the dialogue sessions and emphasized that
crypto game tokens should be
managed conceptually like monetary supplies in real economies
and follow fiscal and monetary
policy principals.
The NeoWorld project thrived
without an ICO or massive fundraising. Funded internally, it is
cashflow positive from in-game
transaction commissions. The
project is expected to close a
round of fundraising soon to
cater to strong institutional
demands and to further finance
its global expansion.
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KOSER SHARES WORDS OF WISDOM

AT 75, SHE BELIEVES YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO LEARN >>page5
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WEATHER
Thu 9

Fri 10

Clear
Max

Max

Min

Min

41°c

21°c

Sat 11

Sunset
Thursday at
7:05pm
Sunrise
Friday at
5:33am

Thunder Thunder

40°c
22°c

Max

38°c
Min

23°c

Humidity
Max: 46%
Min: 18%

MOHALI FARES BETTER

SWARA FOND
OF KIRRON

DISTRICT’S PASS PERCENTAGE IN PSEB CLASS 10 EXAMS
>>page4
GOES UP BY 19.4% TO 86.34% THIS YEAR

IMA CADET REMEMBERD

IN A U-TURN FROM HER CRITICAL TONE OF
THE BJP, BOLLYWOOD ACTOR SWARA
BHASKAR SAID SHE WAS FOND OF
CHANDIGARH MP KIRRON KHER, BUT
FROWNS AT ‘YES PM CULTURE >>page2

TEACHERS OF ST JOHN’S HIGH SCHOOL PAY TRIBUTE TO
IMA CADET AMUL RAWAL, WHO DIED ON TUESDAY AFTER
>>page4
FALLING INTO A GORGE IN DEHRADUN

WORDS OF
WISDOM

‘BE A LEARNER FOR LIFE,
NEVER GIVE UP AND STAY
COMMITTED TO PRACTICE’ ,
SAYS KATHAK DANCER SHOBHA
KOSER, 75, WHO BELIEVES
YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO
>>page5
LEARN

Yesterday’s temp: Max 40.4°C Min 22.1°C

shortstories
30-YEAR-OLD SON
OF UT POLICE ASI
HANGS SELF
CHANDIGARH :A 30-year-old man
committed suicide by hanging
himself from a ceiling fan on
Wednesday morning, police said.
Gurpreet Singh, 30, a resident of
Sector 34, was the son of a Chandigarh Police assistant sub inspector
(ASI) Satnaam Singh, who is
currently posted at Maloya police
station. Police said Gurpreet was
undergoing treatment for depression and was struggling to deal
with his condition for long. He was
alone at the house when he took
the extreme step. After returning
from his duty, Satnaam went to his
son’s room and found him hanging.
Sector 34 police have initiated
HTC
inquest proceedings.

Tamana of GMSSS Kharar
is Class 10 district topper
MOHALI:Tamana Kaur of Government Model Senior Secondary
School (GMSSS), Kharar, emerged
as the district topper by securing
98.31 % in the Class 10 examination
conducted by the Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB), the results
of which were declared on
Wednesday. Tamana scored 639
out of 650 marks. She said she did
not take any tuition and studied
on a regular basis.
››P4

UT govt’s steps to improve
school results bears fruit
CHANDIGARH :The stringent steps
taken by the UT education department to improve the lagging result
of UT government schools has
borne fruit. Education secretary BL
Sharma said, “Right from the
director of school education to the
JBT teachers, everybody used their
full might in bringing about this
transformation.”
››P4

debate of
the week
STUDY STRESS

WHY ARE EXAMS
AND RESULTS
NOT IMPORTANT?
A teenager from Kangra took
his life on Thursday night in
Chandigarh for not performing
well in the CBSE Class 12 exams.
Why are exam results not
important in our lives and what
can we as adults and children
do to cope with poor results?
Share your views with
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com by May 10.

ELECTION2019
NEED-BASED
CHANGES
Residents have made changes in
over 50,000 CHB dwellings as per
need. However, these need official
sanction for regularisation. Herein
lies the genesis of the issue that is a
big talking point for all stakeholders, including political leaders ››P3

BansalgetsECnotice
overcollectingvoters’
infoforpartyscheme

ANUPAM POKED
ON PROMISES,
DUBS IT CONG
CONSPIRACY

NYAY PROMISE Cong candidate asked to respond in 24 hrs

pam Kher’s two poll events had
to be cancelled because of mismanagement by the organisers,
theactor,whoiscampaigningfor
his wife Kirron Kher, faced
anotherembarrassmentwhenhe
was confronted by a Sector 28
shopkeeper over poll promises
made by the BJP. A video of the
samehasbeenmakingroundson
the social media even as the BJP
saidthepersonwas“planted”by
the Congress as he is related to
the party candidate.
Anupam was campaigning in
Sector 28 on Tuesday when the
incident reportedly occurred.In
the video, a shopkeeper shows a
paper to Anupam and is heard
saying, “Sir, I want to ask one
smallthing...youhadmadesome
promises to us, how many of
them have been fulfilled?)”.
In response, somebody is
heardsaying“Bahutsaarekiye,”
as Anupam leaves the shop.
Later, in a Twitter post, Anupam, wrote (in Hindi), “Yesterday, during campaigning for
KirronKher,oppositionplanted
two persons in a shop for asking
questions on the 2014 BJP
manifesto.Isawaman,standing
back, filming so I moved
on.Today, they released the
video. See the behaviour of the
bearded man.”

election
2019

CHANDIGARH SEAT

Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: The election com-

mission on Wednesday served
Congress candidate Pawan
Kumar Bansal a notice for allegedlyaskingvoterstofilltheirpersonal details (including bank
account number, contact number, polling booth number, etc.),
fortheparty’snational-levelminimumincomeguaranteepromise
— NYAY — made by Rahul Gandhi in the run up to the polls.
TheEChassoughtareplyfrom
Bansal within 24 hours, saying
seeking personal information
frompeoplefor“creditofpecuniary amount” tantamounts to
influencing voters and may also
contain ”corrupt practices”.
The notice has quoted SC’s
orderdatedJuly5,2013,basedon
which the EC has directed that
political parties should avoid
promises which may vitiate the

n

Pawan Kumar Bansal

purity of the election process or
exert undue influence on voters
in exercising their voting right.
As per the notice, Congress
party as well as Bansal during
campaigning had distributed
pamphlets to promote NYAY.
The complaint regarding the
alleged violation was submitted
by BJP’s election cell convener,
who submitted a video in which
Congress workers were seen
taking details of people after distributing pamphlets of NYAY,
in which the Congress has
promised ₹6,000 per month
guaranteed income to the poor
families.

EC JUNKS PLAINT ON
KHER’S RAILGATE JIBE
In another embarrassment for
Bansal, the EC turned down
party’s complaint against BJP
candidateKirronKher’srailgate
jibeinherlastmonth’sFacebook
post. It comes a day after Kher
replied in her response that she
did not make any direct or indirect reference to Bansal in her
post. She also stated that “Congress had in its own mind registered the word railgate and Bansal as its synonym, for reasons
best known to them”.
According to the EC, the complaint was turned down as there
wasnosubstanceinitsinceitwas
not directly targeting any individual.Itstatedthatpoliticalparties should refrain from such
complaints in future.
Railgateisreferredtoascamin
2013 in which Bansal’s nephew
Vijay Singla was arrested in
Chandigarh by the CBI for allegedlyacceptingabribeforahigher
appointmentinrailwayministry.
Enforcement directorate on
Tuesday attached ₹89.68 lakh
cash allegedly paid as bribe to
Bansal’s nephew in its ongoing
probe inmoneylaunderingcase.

HT Correspondent
n

n

›

The Western and
European countries,
which once had the policy to
not let Modi enter, are now
giving him red carpet
welcome.

letterschd@hindustantimes.

CHANDIGARH: Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) ideologue
IndreshKumar’ssingingpraises
for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his government at an
event on Panjab University’s
campus has kicked up a row.
Kumar presided over a seminar at PU’s Golden Jubilee hall,
aneventorganisedby‘Forumfor
AwarenessofNationalSecurity’,
a private organisation, on ‘No
more Pakistan’ wherein he said
that the Bharatiya Janata Party
will form the government again
in 2019.
“WesternandEuropeancountries, which once had barred
Modi’sentry,nowaregivinghim
redcarpetwelcome.Now,Modiis
before Trump, Modi is before
British PM, Modi is before
French PM. India has become a
superpower,” said Kumar in his
address,creditingthePMandhis
governmentforminimisingcommunal riots, andlaunching initiatives such as swachhta campaign and GST.
Healsosaidtherewasnothing
wronginPMModicallingformer
PM Rajiv Gandhi corrupt.
Congress candidate from city

›

INDRESH KUMAR, RSS ideologue

If we have to hold an event even at the varsity
ground, we have to take permission. Here, they
were allowed to hold an event in the building.
PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL, Congress Lok Sabha candidate

Pawan Kumar Bansal said Election Commission of India should
take action against the Panjab
Universityandtheorganisers.“If
we have to hold an event even at
the varsity ground, we have to
takepermission.Here,theywere
allowed to hold an event in the
building,” Bansal said.
PUregistrarKaramjeetSingh
said he had no knowledge of the
event and passed the buck on to
dean of university instruction
(DUI) Shankarji Jha. Jha, however, said that it does not come
under his jurisdiction. Vice-

chancellor Raj Kumar did not
respond to phone calls.
Paramjeet Singh, one of the
organisers, said, “He (Indresh
Kumar) did not directly take any
names.”FormerPUTApresident
Mohammed Khalid said, “University platforms should not be
allowedforpropagationofapolitical ideology. In the garb of seminars or conferences, if a particularpartyorideologyispromoted,
it should be stopped.”
He further said, “We are
observing that for the past one
year,peopleofaparticularideol-

Munieshwer A Sagar
n

munieshwer.sagar@hindustantimes.com

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :With only 10 days to
CHANDIGARH:Twodays afterAnu-

Row over RSS ideologue singing
paeans on Modi at event in PU
Arshdeep Arshi

Internal confusion mars
Kirron’s poll campaign

ogyarebeingcalledhere.University means universal. There
should be discussion and dialogue between people from all
groups. Providing platform for a
particularideologyorpartydoes
nothold goodfortheuniversity.”
IndreshhadalsocreditedModi
government for Masood Azhar’s
being declared a global terrorist
andBalakotairstrike.“AfterBalakot air strike, there is complete
peaceontheborder.Itwasapoliticaldecisiononwillpower.Army
cannot do anything alone, only
little action can be done. The
armywasgivenlibertytoactthat
created history,” he said.
The event was attended by Lt
GenPNHoon(retd),formerchief
ofthearmy’sWesternCommand.
“For nearly 40 years of my life
I believed Congress got us freedom but it is the biggest lie. Congress gave the nation division.
Theday will comethatthe whole
worldwillstandwiththistruth,”
said Indresh.
He said that those who are
using ‘Hindu terror’ term are
‘paapi’. “Before 2014, not a single
year had gone by when on an
average seven riots didn’t take
place. But in the past five years,
theaverageislessthanthree,” he
said.

go for the polling in Chandigarh
on May 19, confusion reigns
supreme within the BJP as to
who is the in-charge of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) campaigning – MP Kirron Kher’s
office or the city unit headed by
Sanjay Tandon. The internal
turf war rages on even as the
party has stepped up its campaign for the re-election of Kirron Kher.
The BJP campaign is being
run by both Kher team from her
Sector 8 office, as well as by the
party functionaries from Kamalam – the party headquarters in
Sector 33.
“By now, an integrated war
room for the party should have
been there. In the last elections,
even though there was acrimony between different camps,
but for the sake of party’s victory, an integrated election war
room was ready,” said a senior
party leader, who didn’t want to
be named.
He said though the party has
constituted an election management committee and given representation to Kher’s aides, yet
“there are pulls and pushes in
different directions, leading to
confusion in implementing the
campaign strategy”.
The latest spat between the
two power centres was over the

n

Kirron Kher

media management. On
Wednesday, differences over
how the party’s media campaign
was being run came to the fore
with Kher’s office taking the
charge of it.
“There was a concern that
Kher was losing in the perception game with party’s media
management efforts being
labelled as half-hearted at best.
It was decided that Kher team
will handle the media coverage
from Wednesday. The Kamalam
team will deal only with party
chief Sanjay Tandon campaign
or as required,” said a party
insider.
The confusion in the running
of the campaign has already
taken a toll with several goofups. Anupam Kher had to make
a hasty retreat on Monday when
he turned up for a poll event in
Sector 35 where no arrangement
had been made.

“There was mismanagement
and
miscommunication
between Kher team and Kamalam over the event. Party workers reached the event spot
nearly half an hour after
Anupam came,” said a BJP
leader. The confusion was
again evident at an event on
Wednesday.
“While party chief Sanjay
Tandon arrived and welcomed
some community members into
the party, Kirron arrived only
after he had left the venue,” said
a party worker.
Ajay Jamwal, who was
brought in to Chandigarh for
managing the campaign, has
attended a series of meetings
with party functionaries, councillors and workers to thrash
out coordination issues. On
Wednesday, he also met senior
party functionary over the
issue.
Underplaying the confusion
and coordination issues,
Satinder Singh, co-convener,
election management committee, said, “Such issues do
crop up during campaign of this
size. Important is, on an
average, we have been reaching
out to more than 5,000 families
per day since the campaign
started. As the campaign gains
momentum, our reach will
become bigger and wider. There
is no factionalism in the party.
We all are working for party’s
victory.”

BURNING ISSUE

n

Showroom owners of Sector 17 holding a novel protest against the vending problem outside their
shops by preparing ‘samosas’ outside the MC office. Report on P2
KARUN SHARMA/HT

mustread
GMSH-16 ASKED
TO PAY ₹6.5L
Consumer court directs
GMSH-16 to pay ₹6.5 lakh
compensation to a woman
patient.
››P5

PGI sweeper killed as
his bike crashes into
tree, colleague hurt
HT Correspondent

Ambala jail inmate
flees from GMCH-32
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:A 43-year-old under-

trial, who was brought to Government Medical College and
Hospital, Sector 32 (GMCH-32)
from Ambala jail for a check-up,
escaped the police custody on
Wednesday.
Police said the inmate was
facing an Narcotics Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances case.
He was brought to the Anti Retroviral Centre (ART) for a medical check-up.
"He went to the toilet and a
policeman waited for him outside. When he came out, he allegedly pushed the cop and

escaped," said a policeman privy
to the matter.
Police said he was arrested by
Ambala police in a Narcotics
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act case and was undergoing treatment after he was
detected positive for HIV infection.
Sector 34, Chandigarh , police
have registered a case under
Section 223 (escape from confinement or custody), 224(resistance
or obstruction by person to
his lawful apprehension) of
the Indian Penal Code, against
the Ambala jail superintendent
and two other police officials of
the assistant sub-inspector
rank.

ATM uprooted in Ropar, ₹9.5L gone
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@htlive.com

RUPNAGAR: An ICICI Bank Auto-

n

The cabin from where the ATM
was uprooted in Rupnagar on
Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

mated Teller Machine (ATM)
carrying ₹9.55 lakh in it was
uprooted and taken away by
robbers in the wee hours of
Wednesday.
The ATM was installed at
Shiwalik Automobile showroom opposite the Sainik Rest
House near the old bus stand
here.
The robbers came in a Honda
City car at around 1.50am
and entered the showroom
after breaking open the steel
shutter.
They also broke open the aluminium door of the ATM cabin
in the showroom. The robbers
cut loose the ATM using weld-

ROBBERS CAME IN A
HONDA CITY CAR AT
AROUND 1.50AM AND
ENTERED THE PREMISES
AFTER BREAKING OPEN
THE STEEL SHUTTER
ing and took it away in a recovery van(crane) towards the railway road side.
The crane used was also stolen and belongs to Vasu Crane,
Rupnagar.
Later, the robbers left the
crane at the same place from
where it was stolen.
On getting the information
about the incident, Rupnagar
deputy superintendent of police

(DSP) Gurvinder Singh and
city station house officer
(SHO) Sunil Kumar immediately reached the spot and
started investigation.
Police also examined the
CCTV footage of the showroom.
The SHO said police have got
some vital clues and expressed
hope that the accused will be
arrested soon.
Police have registered a case
under Section 457 (house-breaking by night) and 380 (theft) of
the Indian Penal Code against
unidentified persons.
Interestingly,the showroom
from where the ATM was stolen
is situated along the road where
traffic movement is round-theclock.
The robbers took about two
hours to execute the crime.

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A 30-year-old man

employed as a sweeper at Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research
(PGIMER) was killed and his
colleague, who was riding
pillion, received injuries
after the motorcycle they
were riding on crashed into a
tree in the wee hours of Wednesday.
Police said the deceased, Sonu
(he goes by the this name only) of
Sector 25, was a native of Dehradun.
He was driving the bike while
Vijay Kumar was riding pillion
with him.
The two were allegedly drunk
and returning home after
attending a function when Sonu
lost control over the two-wheeler
near the Sector 24-25 light-point
and it crashed into a roadside
tree, police said.
The two were reportedly with-

n

Sonu, the victim

out helmet.
Police officials probing the
incident said Sonu and Vijay
were rushed to PGIMER by
the PCR staff where Sonu
was declared brought dead,
while Vijay is undergoing
treatment for multiple
injuries.
Sonu was married and is survived by his wife and two children aged 10 and 12. His parents,
who lives in Dehradun, have
been informed who are on
their way to the city.
Sector 11 police have initiated
inquest proceedings.
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election2019
17 traders
GulPanagcampaignsforAAP Sector
take vendor issue
to MC office
inDelhi,skipsChandigarh

YOUNGISTAN

VOTE FOR SOLUTION OF ISSUES
When it comes to exercising their franchise, youngsters studying in tricity colleges
and universities have their priorities set and want to make those elected accountable

CHANDIGARH : The Joint Action

PRIORITIES? Turns down feelers from local convener to campaign for Dhawan
Vivek Gupta
n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH :Known for running

a spirited campaign in the last
polls, former AAP candidate
from Chandigarh, Gul Panag,
has skipped Chandigarh as she
began canvassing for the party
in Delhi. Gul, a local girl, who
forayed into acting before trying
her hands in politics, secured
more than 1 lakh votes in her
debut 2014 poll.
For a long time, she had maintained that she was not active in
politics due to personal commitments. But her public appearance in Delhi on Tuesday
wherein she campaigned for
AAP’s South Delhi candidate,
Raghav Chadha and even held
her favourite Bike Rally, has
tongue wagging in Chandigarh.
AAP’s local convener, Prem
Garg had sent her a feeler asking her to campaign for Dhawan
here, but she declined.
Garg, however, added on
Tuesday, that one should not
read much to it. “She has personal commitment and we must
respect it,” he added.
In a recent article she wrote
for a portal, she shared her
experience as how she ran
active campaign with volunteers and raised money for poll
expenditure through public
funding. Emphasising that poll
campaign can be clean, she
wrote that she was still left with
money after elections and later
returned it to donors. She is not
in fray this time. There is a general feeling within the AAP that
she moved on with her private
life after elections
Insiders said that she neither
approached the party for Chandigarh ticket nor party reached
her before polls. Party then

n

(From left) Actor-turned-politician Prakash Raj and actress Gul Panag campaign for AAP’s South Delhi
Lok Sabha seat candidate Raghav Chadha (extreme right) in New Delhi on Tuesday.
PTI

›

Kirron is a dutiful MP who spent most of her time in
Chandigarh and even had over 75% attendance
in Parliament. Denigrating someone for their profession
is not in a good taste.
GUL PANAG, former AAP candidate from Chandigarh

ended up fielding city’s old war
horse Harmohan Dhawan.
SHE CAME FOR
KHER'S SUPPORT
Some AAP insiders feel that
Gul’s recent support to Kirron,
her 2014 political rival and
industry colleague, is keeping
her away from here. Calling Kirron a ‘Mumbai actress’, Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal

in his February 24 rally in Chandigarh, had slammed Kirron
and said she became an MP just
to enhance her status.
In her series of tweets a day
later, Gul blunted Kejri’s attack
on Kirron. She called Kirron a
dutiful MP “who spent most of
her time in Chandigarh and
even had over 75% attendance in
Parliament.” She also said that
denigrating someone for their

profession was not in a good
taste.
“Electoral discourse needs to
rise above this kind of talk. It
needs to be about real issues.
Not personal attacks,” she
tweeted then.
Later, she did not agree for an
interview when HT approached
her. In a one-line reply, she
stated that every party fields
candidates who it feels are best
suited for the job. “It’s the duty
of the voter to choose the best
candidate after evaluating what
they stand for and what they are
capable of delivering,” she
added. When, HT on Wednesday, asked her if she would campaign for AAP in Chandigarh,
let us see.

Committee of the Sector 17 traders protested against non-implementation of no-vending zone,
outside the municipal corporation (MC) office in the sector on
Wednesday.
The traders put up stalls in
front of the office to show their
resentment and raised the slogan “Main bewakoof ab nahi
banoonga,” (I will not be fooled
now) in reference to BJP candidate Kirron Kher’s statement on
Friday in which she said a few
traders were misleading people
on the issue. Vendors can’t be
moved out of the Sector 17 market because of stay order from
the Punjab and Haryana high
court.
Committee president Neeraj
Bajaj said the MC commissioner
made false assurance and did not
keep his commitment of shifting
the vendors from the market,
which have turned the heart of
the city into a rehri market.
Another committee member
Subhash Kataria said political
pressure and phari mafia was
stopping the MC from shifting
the vendors from the market.
He demanded that a CBI
enquiry be held to ascertain who
were responsible for running the
racket of fake products being
sold in the market.
HTC

‘VOTING IS A MUST’

‘ENCOURAGE DEMOCRACY BY VOTING’

Attal Sharma, BSc 3rd,
DAV COLLEGE

Himanshu Sharma, 21 Chandigarh University, BSc third year

n

srishti.jaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: In a U-turn from her

critical tone of the BJP, Bollywood actor Swara Bhaskar said
she was fond of Chandigarh MP
Kirron Kher and a second-time
contender on a BJPticket. This is
insharpcontrast to the viewsshe
had expressed against another
BJP candidate, Pragya Thakur,
from Bhopal, earlier this week.
Swara said, “I like Kirron
Kher a lot, she is such an amazing, dynamic, warm and fun person, personally I admire her a
lot,” adding, “I have not followed
local level politics in Punjab.”
“If somebody belongs to a
party that we do not believe in
doesn’t mean we have to personally attack them,” she said, adding that she was not a member of
any political party, but believed
in development issues and on

Boy loses toe in
factory mishap,
contractor held
CHANDIGARH : A contractor was
arrested after the left toe of a
17-year-oldboyhadtobecutoffas
aheavyironcoilfellonhislegina
factory here on Tuesday.
Police said Vishal of Mauli
Jagranwasrecentlyemployedas
a worker at Bhushan factory,
Industrial Area, Phase 1.
Investigating officials said
Vishal was rushedto the GMCH,
Sector 32, from where he was
referred to the PGIMER, where
he was operated upon.
Doctors claimed that the toe
and half of the foot was badly
damaged and the part had to be
cut off.
After the incident, the family
members of the boy complained
to the police following which the
contractor, Anil Dhawan, was
booked under Section 338 (causinggrievoushurtbyendangering
life of others) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC).
HTC

democratic values.
She has lent her support to
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate, Atishi,from East Delhi constituency. In these elections, she
has campaigned for CPI (M) candidate Amra Ram in Sikar,
Rajasthan; Congress leader Digvijaya Singh in Bhopal and CPI
candidate Kanhaiya Kumar in
Begusarai, Bihar.
Speaking on the Kirron-Kejriwal-Panag controversy, “I must
commend Gul Panag, who
fought on an AAP ticket, for her
communication to her ex-opponent. Gul has risen above petty
politicsandhas stood upforwhat
is correct and in solidarity with
another woman.”
Gul had sprung to Kirron’s
defence, after Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal had called
her a ‘Mumbai actress’ at an election rally in Chandigarh.
On Gul’s absence from Chan-

›

There is a culture of
Yes Prime Minister
propagated everywhere in
our country. That kind of
culture has also come to
Bollywood.
SWARA BHASKAR, Bollywood actor

digarh after the 2014 elections,
Swara said, “This is a question
that only she can answer
but maybe she didn’t find politics
to be her cup of tea,” adding,
“You have to give freedom to
people.”
When questioned on whether
the 2019 elections had divided
Bollywood into two halves,
Swara said, “When was Bollywood united ?” adding that, “Bollywood has never seen people

speaking against each other, or
challenging each others’ political views on public forum; like
Anupam sir saying something
against Naseer sir, then Naseer
sir saying something, or me saying something about it.”
She added, “Bollywood has
always been involved in politics,
but now some people have begun
to question the fact that artistes
should speak their mind. There
is acultureofYes PrimeMinister
propagated everywhere in our
country. That kind of culture has
also come to Bollywood. So, people say that oh, how you can say
something against the prime
minister?”
“Indiahasalwaysbeenanoisy
democracy; the problem isn’t
that we have polarising views,
but the fact that we are shocked
by it. Fear has crept in about
speaking against the government,” she concluded.

Pollution: Plastic must be
banned in
order to
save the
environment from
the jaws of
pollution.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH:The district court on

Wednesday sentenced a 25-yearold Kharar man to five-year
imprisonment in a 2017 drugs
case.
The court of additional district and sessions judge also
imposed a fine of ₹70,000
on the convict, Amanpreet
Singh, a resident of Majtrei vil-

27-YEAR-OLD
MAN HANGS SELF
IN MOHALI

lage of Kharar.
The matter dates back to
November 2, 2017, when a police
patrolling team had spotted
Amanpreet with a white polythene at Gwala Colony near the
bus stand in Moloya village. On
seeing the police team, he tried to
throw away the polythene, but
was nabbed.
The polythene was found to
contain eight injections of buprenorphine (2ml each) and eight

injections of pheniramine maleate (10ml each).
Amanpreet was arrested and
a case was lodged against him
under Section 22 of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act at the Maloya police station.
MOHALI MAN GETS 7 YRS
MOHALI: A local court awarded
seven-year jail term to a man for
carrying drugs in 2018.

Anuj Singh, 22, BE (food technology)
final year at UICET, PU
I will go for the candidate when I vote this election
because he/she has to live in the constituency.
Education: Ensure that government institutions can
also provide quality
Health: Improve health infrastructure and
create more hospitals like PGI

‘POLITICS NEEDS TRAINING’
Dikshant Singh, 20, 4th-semester Computer Science, Chandigarh University
Agriculture: Introduce new technology and be
competitive
Infrastructure: Build stronger infrastructure
and on scale
Women safety: As a country, be sensitive to
needs of women

Corruption: This evil must be nipped in the
bud

LAW | MANAGEMENT | AGRI
PHARMACY | NURSING | B.Ed

‘POLITICS IS
MANIPULATION’
Muskan Gandhi, 18, 1st year, BBA, SD
College, Chandigarh
Politics is a blend of caste, creed, language, religion and ethnicity which is
often tangled with each other at several
levels and is manipulated time and
again.
Security: Rape cases and sexual harassment being reported is an alarming
issue.

Basic amenities: We need better roads, water,
sewage, and electricity

VIP culture: This concept is prevailing and
people are suffering.

Economy: Frame policies that fight
recession
Employment:
Create and
recreate job
opportunities so
that youths are
not diverted
towards crimes
and drug addiction.

COMPILED BY RACHNA VERMA, YUVRAJ KAUSHAL, ARSHDEEP ARSHI AND IDREES BUKHTIYAR

n

The Bollywood actor says some people have begun to question the
KARUN SHARMA/HT
fact that artistes should speak their mind.

The court also imposed a fine
of ₹50,000 on the convict, Tirath
Ram, a resident of Phase 1,
Mohali. The police had arrested
Tirath in July 2018 on tip off that
he was carrying banned drugs at
Gulmohar complex in Desumajra and looking for customers.
On searching, police recovered 220 habit-forming medicines from the accused and lodged
a case against him under the
NDPS Act.

RAIN JUST AROUND THE CORNER

n

‘VOTE FOR CANDIDATE’

Grassroots work for politicians is important.
They need to understand people’s view and
opinions.

MOHALI :A man was found hang-

ing in his house in Amb Sahib
Colony in Phase 11, here on
Wednesday. The deceased was
identified as Chandrabhan, 27.
As per the police, his wife
Sheela knocked on his room in
the morning and on not getting
any response peeped through
the window, only to find him
hanging. She raised an alarm
and the police were informed.
Sheela told the police that
Chandrabhan was an alcoholic
who used to turn her, along with
their three children, out of the
house whenever he came home
drunk. Even on Tuesday night,
he had turned them out and
locked the house, and she and
the children had slept outside
the house, she told police. HTC

Pollution: Respect nature to ensure you survive

Jaitej Singh, 22, 6th Semester Arts student at
Government College Mohali

Kharar man gets 5-yr imprisonment
n

Clean politics: For the future of the country, debates
must get serious

Tourism: Our country has very
good spots. We need global
recognition

‘WORK AT GRASSROOTS’

2017 DRUGS CASE

HT Correspondent

Fake news: This must be checked for a vibrant
democracy

Protect rivers: Rivers need
protection and they must be
cleaned

Swara likes Kirron, but frowns at ‘Yes PM’ culture
Srishti Jaswal

People who don’t vote have no need to crib. When you
don’t want to be part of democracy. How can you
expect a result? I will encourage voters

Political parties play an important
role. Voting is a must

Two women try to keep away the heat in Sector 18, Chandigarh, on Wednesday, as maximum
temperature touched 40.4°C. The weatherman has predicted light rain Friday onwards, which
should bring some respite from the scorching sun.
KARUN SHARMA/HT

Dera Bassi man
shot at: Accused
sent to 2-day
police custody
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

AMBALA : A day after police
arrested a man for shooting at a
Dera Bassi man outside an eatery in Ambala in April, the
accused, Manoj Kumar of Karamgarh village of Jind (Haryana), was produced before a
local court and sent to two-day
police remand on Wednesday.
DSP headquarters Sultan Singh
said two accomplices of Manoj
were yet to be arrested.
The matter dates back to
April 22, when Bharat Bhushan
of Sonia Colony, a friend of the
victim, Mahender Singh, had
invited him to Ambala for his
birthday party. The two had met
at Madan Dhaba on the Court
Road in Ambala, where they
were joined by Manoj, a friend of
Mahender, and two unidentified
men.
Bharat said a verbal spat
broke out between Mahender
and Manoj over an old dispute,
following which one of the other
accused opened fire at
Mahender, leaving him with a
bullet injury. The trio fled the
spot, threatening to kill Mahender.
Based on Bharat’s complaint,
the trio was booked men under
Sections 25/54/59 of the Arms
Act and 34, 307, and 506 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Kirron woos advocates,
promises more chambers
CHANDIGARH :BJP-SAD joint candidate for Lok Sabha Kirron
Kher has assured advocates that
more chambers would be set up
in district courts. “Once I
resume my another tenure, we
will take up this demand of advocates on priority,” Kirron said,
while addressing a gathering of
advocates in district courts, Sector 43, on Wednesday.
Senior advocate Parminder
Rana appraised the contribution
of Kher towards the legal fraternity which includes the installation of solar plant in campus during her regime.
In his address, another senior
advocate AS Chahel said that
there had been a drastic change
in the working of bureaucracy
which has lend a plenty of relief
to residents.
Earlier in the day, Kirron held

a series ofpublic meetings across
the city to garner support for
upcoming election.
In Sector 48, she assured shopkeepers of meeting demands of
shopkeepers. Addressing a public meeting orgsanised by the
Mahila Morcha in Sector 47, she
claimed the Modi government
has given a new dimension to
women by introducing womenfriendly schemes.
During a public meeting organised by the Kisan Morcha in
Hallomajra, Kirron emphasised
the importance of the agrarian
society. “The Congress and the
allied parties have treated farmers as a vote bank. The Modi-led
government has done justice to
the farmers,” she claimed.
She also addressed a programme at Makhanmajra, RaiHTC
pur Khurd and Daria.

tricitytoday
MAY 9, 2019

PLAY ON FOLKLORE
The department of
Indian theatre, Panjab
University (PU), will
stage a musical play,
Heer Ranjha, written
by Ekam Manuke and
directed by department chairperson
Navdeep Kaur.
Where: Balwant
Gargi Open Air Theatre, PU, Chandigarh
When: 7:30pm

KATHAK BALLET
Pracheen Kala Kendra, in association with Sanskriti, will organise
‘Shakuntala’, a Kathak dance ballet based on Kalidasa’s Abhijnanasakuntalam. The dance has been choreographed by Sanskriti
director Shabnam Nath.
Where: Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, Chandigarh When: 6:30pm

GAME ON
May 9 is Europe Day which marks the presentation of the Schuman
Declaration in 1950 which proposed the creation of the European
Coal and Steel Community, a forerunner to the European Union. To
celebrate the day, a game ‘Europe’s Up’ will be organised.
Where: Alliance Francaise, Sector 36A, Chandigarh When: 12:45pm

APNI MANDI
Sector 56 Chandigarh
CHANDIGARH:
Sector 56, Sector 34
Mohali
Sector 34
and Ram Darbar
Phase 3B2
MOHALI:
Phase 3B2 and
Phase 8
Ram Darbar
Phase 8

PANCHKULA:
Sector 5

Sector 5
Panchkula

To list events write to us at tricityevent@gmail.com
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election2019
RULES VERSUS NEED Residents have made changes
in over 50,000 CHB dwellings as per need. However,
these need official sanction for regularisation. Herein lies
the genesis of the issue that is a big talking point for all
stakeholders, including political leaders

faces,bothpoliticallyandstructurally,is
regularisaton of need-based changes in
dwellings of the Chandigarh Housing
Board (CHB) dwellings. Of 61,000-odd
dwellings in the city, almost 90% have
madechangestotheoriginalstructureof
thebuilding,asperneed.However,these
are yet to be regularised and this is a
major demand of residents that only
those in power can meet.

houses, nearly 40% of the area was left
vacant in shape of back and front courtyard,balconiesandothercommonareas.
This was misused by the construction of
additional rooms or toilets by covering
courtyards, more unauthorised floors,
extension of balconies or cantilevers or
their conversion in to rooms.
Dwellersinlowerincomehouseshave
encroacheduponadjoininggovernment
spaces, left for ducts or beautification.
Thiswas to bethegenesis oflong conflict
between government agencies and
residents.

THE GENESIS
In the 1980s, the CHB was a major player
inallottingdifferentcategoryofhousesto
low and high income groups. With time,
the city’s population grew rapidlyand so
didtheneedforhousing.Withthemajorityunabletofindaffordablehousing,people resorted to construction on vacant
space of their existing houses, far in
excess of the permissible limit.
In the majority of the CHB allotted

KEYS ISSUES
Residents say the issue of structural
changes beyond permissible limit has
gradually turned into a big problem.
“Thishas not happenedovernight,”said
ACDhawan,president,Sector45-BResident Welfare Association (RWA). He
claimed that the CHB staff knew that
large-scaleviolations were takingplace.
“Theyneverintervenedorbotheredto
stop it in the first place. They only woke

n

vivek.gupta@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: A major issue that the city

For a fast-changing city like Chandigarh, the major manifestation of this growth is in
the way it houses itself. Need-based changes in its houses then is a reality and needs
to be incorporated in its functioning. Here are numbers that capture the issue.

90%

Of the CHB 61,000
dwelling units are
those where people
have constructed
additional rooms,
floors etc. There is
also encroachment.

leadersviews
‘WILL REVIEW SCHEME
WE INTRODUCED IN FEB’

›

Due to my effort, a latest
scheme on regularising
need-based changes
came in February.
We will review it
after elections,
if residents are
not satisfied.
KIRRON KHER,
BJP candidate

n

The long shot of a flat; the CHB is in a fix over the poor response to a scheme it introduced in February.

up when they found that things had
slipped of their hands,” he claimed.
Since 2001, three schemes have been
rolledout,thelatestoneinFebruary2019,
to allow relaxation in structural violationsinlieuofneed-basedchanges.However, the deadlock continues.
RajatMalhota,president,Chandigarh
HousingBoardResidentWelfareAssociation,saidallpreviousorcurrentrelaxations got poor response, because these
were not based on ground realities.
“For instance, in the latest 2019
scheme, additional construction in rear
courtyardorterraceshasbeenallowedin
EWS and LIG category houses, but subject to a condition that the total area of
construction shall not be in excess of 150
squarefeetor75percentareaofthecourtyard or terrace, whichever is less. The
limit is 50% or 150 square feet whichever
is less in case of MIG and HIG houses.”
Headded,“Whenthemajorityofdwellerscoveredentireareaormorethanwhat
ispermissibleinacourtyardoraterrace,
why will people turn up and get their

expertview

FROM THE GROUND UP
THREE
SCHEMES

LATEST
SCHEME

ONE-TIME GENERAL
AMNESTY

Over the past 18
years, CHB has
released
need-based
changes scheme to
regularise
structural violation

Came in
February 2019,
but deadlock
continues as
residents say
no relief in
sight

Residents want this is a
solution, since the
majority of the houses
have covered 100% area
against original 60%
coverage; the CHB is not
regularising this.

›

Structural safety of
dwelling units is
paramount. CHB must
take a holistic view
and not piece
meal solutions.
SUMIT KAUR,
former chief
architect,
Union Territory

building plan sanctioned.” Malhotra
added that the February scheme was
good in parts. “For larger benefit, onetime permanent solution is required.”
TALKS OF SOLUTION
Even as the CHB is in fix over poor
response to the latest scheme for which
they spent almost 10 months, clamour is
growing among resident bodies for onetime general amnesty as more practical
solution to this complex issue.On Saturday,ChandigarhResidentsAssociations
WelfareFederations(CRAWFED)invited
the main contenders for these polls in
whichtheyfloatedtheideaofintroducing
one time settlement scheme on the lines
of Delhi’s 1999 scheme.
CHB Resident Federation chairman
professorNirmalDutt,whowasmember
ofUTappointedcommitteeonneed-based
changes, said the February scheme had
benefitted not more than 3,500 dwelling
units. “IfwegoLIGdownward,almostall
vacant space is covered with concrete
structures,” claimed Dutt

›

One can’t allow each and
everything in the name of
need-based changes.
Genuine needs of
the residents should
not be ignored.

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

BANSAL THE
BIGGEST VIP IN
CITY: KIRRON

CHANDIGARH : Targeting his BJP

rival Kirron Kher, Chandigarh
Congress candidate Pawan Bansal has promised in his election
manifesto that he will shun VIP
culture in the city.
He said, “BJP takes the high
moral ground, claiming to be a
party of ordinary people. Under
their five-year rule, however,
VIP culture has penetrated at
every level here.”
Bansal claimed that if
elected, he will not use ‘MP’ flag
on his personal vehicle, unlike
Kirron. Then, foundation stone
or plaque will not have his name
on it. He will get the inauguration from city’s prominent citizens’ ex-servicemen.
He claimed that he will also
discourage ostentation in public
life, something that the Congress has accused Kirron of
indulging in last five years
He also claimed that once
elected, he will report real-time
on his website and Facebook
page about issues, works and
projects. His manifesto also
claimed that he will organise a
monthly Open House meeting at
a community centre on rotational basis in all MC wards/
sectors to listen to people’s
problem. Sources said this was
meant as a direct reference to
Kirron, whom the Congress has
dubbed to be inaccessible.
SOMETHING FOR ALL
SECTIONS: BANSAL
Bansal claimed that he has

n

Congress candidate Pawan Kumar Bansal and city Congress chief Pardeep Chhabra releasing the
party’s manifesto in Chandigarh on Wednesday.
KESHAV SINGH/HT

MAJOR PROMISES
n Concession in house tax as

incentive for taking care of
aged parents
n Doctor on call facility on the
lines of initiative launched by
Manimajra RWA
n Metro is must to deal
with traffic congestion

something for all sections of
society be it youth, senior citizens, women, ex-servicemen,
villagers, colony dwellers,
employees, advocates, artists,
trade and industry, air travelers, differently-abled, etc.

24-hour regular water supply
Access to the Mohali
International terminal through
underpass from city’s old
terminal building
n Differently-abled friendly
infrastructure in all govt and
public places
n
n

He said the spirit of Chandigarh was being assailed by the
pressures of irregular expansion, increased traffic, inadequate parking spaces and public
transportation systems.
“We have to make the city

n New multilevel hospital in

southern sectors
n De-silting of the Sukhna Lake
n To promote group housing

society scheme and regularisation of need-based changes
n Community parking under
sector green belts

safe and create a safe society,”
he added
‘CITY DOES NOT
NEED MORE FLYOVERS’
Bansal said that other than tribune flyover, city does not need

After the manifesto
announcement, BJP candidate Kirron Kher took
dig at Bansal saying that
Dhawan was the biggest
VIP in the city. “People
tell me that they are not
even offered tea when
they visit his house,” she
added. “Our PM has even
withdrawn red lights
from ministers,” she said,
adding that she lived in
the city as ordinary person. “I never made people
realise that I am a movie
star. Ask people and they
will tell you about the
accessibility of Congress
leaders, when in power,”
said Kirron. She added
that the problem in the
Congress is that they had
nothing to target her for.
“They still live with perception that I am an actor
and hence will be a VIP. I
am the city’s daughter
and am available for peoHTC
ple,” she added.

more flyovers.
“The need of the hour is to
strengthen public transport
that can only be done through
metro project,” he added, claiming that this would reduce traffic congestion significantly.

People have lost faith in EC: Yogendra Yadav
BAPU DHAM
COLONY LEADER
JOINS BJP
HT Correspondent
n

CHANDIGARH : The local unit of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
welcomed Bapu Dham Colony’s
Sansy Samaj president Gurudev
Singh, Shammi Pradhan, Ashok,
Rajkumar along with hundreds
of compatriots into the party fold
on Wednesday.
The joining happened in the
presence of BJP state chief Sanjay Tandon , BJP candidate Kirron Kher, Vice President Ramveer Bhatti and Bhimsen Aggarwal, former chief Kamla
Sharma, Election management
committee co-convener Satinder
Singh, senior leader Pursottam
Mahajan and other senior functionaries.
HTC

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

DERABASSI: Swaraj India National
President Yogendra Yadav has
alleged that the Election Commission of India was behaving in
a shameful manner, something
that had never happened in the
country.
Yadav was speaking during a
road show in Lalru of Dera Bassi
assembly that falls in Patiala
constituency in support of Dr
Dharamvira Gandhi, Punjab
Democratic Alliance’s candidate
from the constituency.
“Today, the election commission is openly siding with the ruling party and our democracy is
at stake. Election Commission
has destroyed its own institution
and people of the country have

completely lost faith in it,” he
claimed.
“Elections are like exams for
leaders and those who have
worked for the public are the
ones elected. Dr Gandhi not only
raised voice for the people of
Patiala but talked about the
whole of Punjab and India
including dedicated Sikh Marriage Bill, rights and plights of
farmers, drivers of the whole
nation, drugs problem of Punjab,” he claimed.
On the Congress, he said, “The
Congress has been in power for
two years in the state. It must
inform people of works it has
done. These parties have ignored
the main issues of the people of
the state and have done nothing
for corporates. We will make a
positive difference.”

n

Swaraj party president Yogendra Yadav campaigning for Punjab
Democratic Alliance candidate for Patiala, Dr Dharamvira Gandhi,
in Dera Bassi on Wednesday.
BHARAT BHUSHAN/HT

‘REGULARISATON
WILL BE TOP PRIORITY’

KARUN SHARMA/HT

He added that a general amnesty
scheme to be announced with a cutoff
date for regularisation of unauthorised
construction carried out in plotted area
was the only solution to deal with the
issue. Kirpal Singh, spokesperson,
CHBRWF, added that a similar scheme
was implemented by Delhi government
in 1999 as ‘One Time Use Charges for
unauthorisedconstruction’.Thecharges
werenotmorethan₹50persquarefoot,he
claimed. “This scheme should be implemented for a specific period with proper
policy,” he claimed.
For the CHB, the major concern is the
structurestability.Anofficialsaid,“How
can we regularise the entire structure
whenitssafetyisindoubt.”Headdedthat
people, especially in lower category of
houses,hadaddedmultiplefloorsevenas
foundation was meant for one and half
storey.
Residents’bodiessaytheydonotmind
if authorities make structure stability
certificate compulsory in the one-time
amnesty scheme, putting the onus of the
safetyofhishouseontheapplicant.“The
situation on ground is so complex that
half-hearted relaxations will not work,”
added Malhotra.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Oneofthemajorreasonsformushrooming of violations is the lack of affordable
housinginthecitysaidexperts.TheCHB
or UT is however not ensuring it. CHB’s
latest housing schemes are set to be
expensive. Recently, the board finalised
a housing scheme for UT employees
where in they finalised three bed room
cost for ₹1.8 crore, two bed room flat ₹1.3
crore and one bed room cost at ₹70 lakh.
Naresh Kohli, vice-president, UT Government Housing Welfare Society, said
such high cost of flats was unacceptable.

SURINDER BAGHA,
ex-chairman, Indian
Institute of Architect,
(Chandigarh, Punjab)

Bansal says will shun VIP culture
n
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ISSUESTHATMATTER:
NEED-BASED CHANGES

Clamour for
space grows
Vivek Gupta
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›

If elected, my top priority
will be to get need-based
changes regularised.
Authorities must
pay heed to
needs of
dwellers and
provide relief.
PAWAN
BANSAL,
Congress
candidate

‘ONE-TIME SETTLEMENT
SCHEME IS NEEDED’

›

Both the Congress and the
BJP have failed in meeting
people’s expectations. I am in
favour of one-time settlement
scheme and will
surely get it
implemented
if given a
chance.
HARMOHAN
DHAWAN, AAP
candidate

Work on Dashmesh, Kandi
canal to start soon: Gadkari
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI :Union minister for road,

transport, highways, shipping
and water resources, Nitin
Gadkari, said on Tuesday that
the work in Dashmesh and
Kandi Canal will start soon in
Punjab.
Gadkari, who was addressing
the rally at a resort in Kharar, in
support of SAD candidate from
Anandpur Sahib, Prem Singh
Chandumajra, said, “Work on
both canals have been pending
for 50 years, but now the detailed
project reports have been prepared and work will begin after
the Lok Sabha elections,” he
said, adding that the Centre had
constructed roads worth ₹1 lakh
crore in Punjab.
Asking people to support
Chandumajra in Anandpur
Sahib, Gadkari added, “Chandumajra is an energetic leader and

BJP contests
Bansal’s charge
of misuse of ED
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@@hindustantimes.com

n

Union minister Nitin Gadkari addressing a gathering in support
of Anandpur Sahib SAD candidate Prem Singh Chandumajra at a
resort in Mohali on Wednesday.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

has been vocal in raising the
issues of his constituency. ”
While speaking on the occasion, Chandumajra had lashed
out at the Congress, claiming

that the party had been cheating
Punjab’s residents for 50 years
and thanked Gadkari for
approving all projects pertaining to Punjab.

Tewari seeks FIR
against Chandumajra
for ‘cheating’ NRI
HT Correspondent

CHANDIGARH: BJP Chandigarh’s

Election Committee convenor
Ramveer Bhatti and co-convener Satinder Singh have
strongly rebuked the stance of
the Congress candidate Pawan
Kumar Bansal where he alleged
that BJP was using the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to serve
its political purpose.
The Congress stance had
come as reaction to the news of
the ED attaching around ₹90
lakh paid as bribe in the 2013 railgate scam.
“You shall reap what you
sow,” said Ramveer Bhatti
strongly rebutting the Congress
party.
Satinder claimed, “The BJP
government has neither
resorted to such dirty tricks and
nor shall it ever do so in the
future.” “It is the style of the Congress party to be drenched in corruption,” he added.
This war or words came into
light after Pawan Bansal’s statement that the BJP has exploited
the ED to get back at him for filing a complaint with the Election
Commission against party candidate Kirron Kher.

n

chandigarh@htlive.com

RUPNAGAR : Congress candidate

from Anandpur Sahib constituency Manish Tewari has
demanded the registration of an
FIR against the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) candidate Prem Singh
Chandumajra for allegedly
cheating a Non Resident Indian
(NRI) Jaspreet Singh Sidhu,
of ₹1 crore.
Replying to a question, during
an interaction with reporters in
Morinda, about a video being circulated where the victim is
heard telling a television channel that Chandumajra had taken
₹1 crore from him to get him
nominated as a member of the
Punjab Human Rights Commission in 2014, Tewari said, “The
allegations are serious and these
cannot be simply dismissed.”
“It is strange that Chandumajra claims himself to be a true
follower of the panth, while at
the same time he is cheating
innocent and unsuspecting people,” he remarked.
Hehopedthatthe lawwill take
its own course and the guilty will
be punished.

›

It is strange that
Chandumajra claims
himself to be a true
follower of the panth,
while at the same time he
is cheating innocent and
unsuspecting people
MANISH TEWARI, Congress
candidate from Anandpur Sahib

On why there had been no
action, as the Congress was in
power now, Tewari said, “I will
look into the matter and ensure
that justice is done.”
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Tamana Kaur of Kharar govt
school is Mohali dist topper
EDUCATION GOALS Secures 98.3% marks, second position bagged by two
students of the same school and one from a private institution with 97.85%
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: Tamana Kaur of Govern-

ment Model Senior Secondary
School (GMSSS), Kharar,
emerged as the district topper by
securing 98.31 % in the Class 10
examination conducted by the
Punjab School Education Board
(PSEB), the results of which were
declared on Wednesday. Tamana
scored 639 out of 650 marks.
The only daughter of Sudesh
Kumar, a general store owner,
and Manju Rani, an anganwadi
worker, Tamana said she did not
take any tuitions and studied on a
regular basis. Fond of painting,
she took small breaks to watch
her favourite television show, she
said. Attributing her success to
her teachers, Tamana said she
wanted to become an Indian
Police Services (IPS) officer and
had opted for non-medical
stream.
Two other students Harpreet

n

Tamana Kaur, 98.31 %

n

Kaur and Karan of the same
school and one Simran of Vikram
Public High School, Kharar, have
secured the second position in the
district by securing 97.85% (636
out of 650 marks). Harpreet, a
resident of Mundi Kharar, who
loves reading, said she aspired to
be a science or a mathematic
teacher. Her father Harjinder
Singh, a carpenter working in
Bahrain, and mother Jasbir
Kaur, a housewife, said their
daughter stayed away from Facebook and studied for five hours

Harpreet Kaur, 97.85%

daily.
Karan of Durali village, credited his success to his teachers.
Son of Bhupinder Kumar, departmental shop owner, and Seema
Rani, a house wife, Karan said he
aimed to become an engineer and
had taken admission in non-medical stream. While Simran of
Vikram Public High School,
Kharar, said self study helped
him score great marks. Simran’s
father Subash Kumar runs a
printing press while his mother
Nisha is a house wife.

n

Karan, 97.85%

3RD TOPPER GETS 97.84 %
The third topper from the district,
Karamjit Singh of Baba Zoravar
Singh Fateh Singh Public School,
Khijrabad, secured 97.84 % in the
board exam.
Other students Amandeep
Kaur of Government Senior
School Bakarpur, Dera Bassi,
with and Simranpreet of Khalsa
Public High School, Tangori,
Mohali, had made it to the merit
list by securing 97.54% and
97.38%, respectively, in the Class
10 PSEB results.
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ST JOHN’S
REMEMBERS
IMA CADET
AMUL RAWAL
CHANDIGARH : The teachers of St
John’s High School, Sector 26,
remembered its alumni Cadet
(GC) of Indian Military Academy
(IMA) Amul Rawal, 20, as a
martyr who died on Tuesday
after falling into a gorge in
Dehradun.
“Amul was a caring, compassionate, intelligent and gifted
young man. He lived to serve his
country. Joining the Indian
Army was a dream come true for
him and his family,” said principal Kavita C Das.
Das said, “The loss of this boy is
a loss to the nation and the school
grieves for him as we have lost a
precious son. May his soul find
peace and may God comfort his
family.”
HTC

n

srishtijaswal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The stringent steps
taken by the UT education
department to improve the lagging result of UT government
schools has borne fruit.
Education secretary BL
Sharma said, “Right from the
director of school education to the
JBT teachers, everybody used
their full might in bringing about
this transformation.”

In 2018, the pass percentage of
government schools in the Class
10 Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) examination
results at 48.51 % was the lowest
in the region. However this year,
the pass percentage has
increased to a massive 75.27 %.
When the results touched a
new low last year, the education
department served termination,
suspension and show cause notices to teachers, heads and principals for delivering poor results.

EXTENDED HOURS
Director of school education
Rubinderjit Singh Brar said,
“What worked in our favour was
that students were made to attend
extra classes. The department
had increased school hours by 40
minutes. Also, students who performed poorly in internal exams
were given regular remedial
classes by the teachers.”
More than 20 schools have
scored above 90 % pass percentage, while only one school, Gov-

ernment Senior Secondary
School, Karsan, has scored below
35 % pass percentage.
SYSTEMATIC CHANGES
UT education department BL
Sharma said, “The grace marks
and no detention policy was
redressed by us. Students who
are not fit to be promoted will
have to repeat the class.”
UT ended the years' long policy
of awarding grace marks to the
students. Students have not been

Punjab School Education Board chairman Manohar Kant Kalohia (second from right) during an
interaction with the media after the declaration of results, at the board office in Mohali.
RAVI KUMAR/HT

C L A S S 1 0 P S E B R E S U LT S

Mohali pass percentage up
by 19.4 %, ranks 10 in state
Shailee Dogra
n

n

Amul Rawal

shailee.dogra@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: While the pass percent-

UT admn’s steps to improve school results bear fruit
Srishti Jaswal

n

awarded any grace marks in
Classes 9 and 11 in 2018-19.
“Around 60-77 teachers were
transferred. Also, nine inspection committees were formed,”
said Sharma.
PROJECT PHEONIX
The project was started in the
middle of the session 2017-2018.
Sharma said, “Under the project,
the child is graded and given
remedial classes for each learning outcome of each subject.”

age of Mohali has improved in
Class 10 examination conducted
by the Punjab School Education
Board (PSEB),when compared to
last year, no student made it to
the merit list this year. The
results for Class 10 PSEB examination were announced on
Wednesday.
With 86.34% pass percentage,
the district now ranks 10th across
the state in terms of its pass percentage in Class 10 results. Last
year,it ranked 11th in the state
with the pass percentage of 66.94
%, which is significantly greater
than 44.73 %, recorded in 2017. In
2016, the pass percentage in Class
10 state-board results was 61.77%

in Mohali.
Despite great improvement in
the results, no student from the
Mohali sub-division managed to
make it to the merit list of 336 students who scored 97.38 % or more
marks.
However, students from
Kharar and Dera Bassi qualified
for the merit. This year, a total of
8,246 students appeared in the
matriculation examination of
which 7,120 students got through.
‘IMPROVEMENT FOLLOWS END OF MARK
MODERATION POLICY ’
PSEB chairman Manohar Kant
Kalohia said, “The result have
been improving in Mohali ever
since the ‘mark moderation’ policy was abolished in 2017 and no
grace marks were given to the

students.”
“The education department as
well as the board has been working towards improving the quality of education. The district
schools also are focussing on
improving the results of weak
students,” he added.
When compared with other
districts, schools in Mohali are
considered to be better equipped
in terms of infrastructure.
The schools here are the most
sought after when it comes to the
“VIP postings” – teachers belonging to influential families get
themselves transferred to Mohali
due to its proximity to the state
capital, Chandigarh. In Mohali,
the schools also have a better student-teacher ratio as compared to
the ratio in the schools of the
other districts.

CBSECLASS10RESULTS
SACRED HEART
SR SEC
SCHOOL,
Sector 26,
Chandigarh >>
Aakriti Ojha, 96%

Kanistha Setia, 97%

Aayushi, 97%

Shreya Jindal 96%

Riya Handa 98%

Ananya Jindal 98%

Elakshi Bhan 97%

Asmita Sharma, 97%

Ritisha Gupta, 97%

Upasna Kaul,96.8%

Vishruti, 99.2%

Ayushh, 96.8%

Daksh Verma, 96.4%

BHAVAN
VIDYALAYA,
Sector 27,
Chandigarh >>

Jiya Sud, 96%

Bhavya Setia 96%

Deepasha, 97.8%

Shreya, 97%

Shreya Gupta, 96%

KB DAV SENIOR
SECONDARY
Public School, Sector
7, Chandigarh >>

Harsh Bansal, 96.8%

Ishita Jain, 96.6%

Meenal Goyal, 97.8%

Mritunjay Rampal, 96.4%

Naamya Arora, 96.6%

Parimita Singh, 97.6%

Manik Aggarwal, 97.80%

Pratibha Beniwal, 97.4%

Priya, 97.8%

Shenoy Chandel, 96.8%

Vanshika, 97.2%

Varun Partap, 96.6%

Kritti Rakheja, 97.6%

Samarth Rastogi, 96.8%

Vasundhara Gulia, 96.8%

Shivam Ojha, 96.6%

Bavish, 96.8%

Lalit Sharma, 96.8%

Gungum Soni, 96.6%

MOUNT CARMEL
SCHOOL,

AKSIPS SMART
SCHOOL,

Sector 47-B,
Chandigarh >>

Sector 41,
Chandigarh >>

Lakshay Sharma, 97.2%

Avneet Kaur, 96.6%

Bhoomi Arora, 96%

Sukriti Pandey, 97.4%

Viren Sharma, 96.4%

Anshita Dhiman, 98%

Aarushi Boora, 96.2%

Aryaman Mathur, 96%

Kashvi Tuli, 98.2%

Anshika, 97.2%

HANSRAJ
PUBLIC SCHOOL,
Sector 6, Panchkula >>

Nitin, 96%

Arushi Singhal, 96.4%

Aditya Kumar, 96.4%

Niharika, 96.2%

Ankit Bhalla, 96.6%

Hansika, 96.6%

Roop Harmannat, 98%

BLUE BIRD HIGH
SCHOOL,

DAV PUBLIC SR
SEC SCHOOL,

Sector 16, Panchkula >>

Phase 10, Mohali >>

Aditya Naithani, 97.4%

Charan Kamal, 97.4%

Riya, 96.8%

Arshia Dhiman, 98.6

Mridul Sethi, 96%

Anjali, 97%

Pritish Bansal, 96%

Anshuman, 96.6%
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shortstories
UNACCOUNTED
₹10.4L SEIZED
FROM UT MAN
MOHALI: Police seized ₹10.4 lakh
in phase 7 at a checkpost from
Ashok Kapoor of Sector 40,
Chandigarh, who was driving a car
en route Mohali from Chandigarh.
He works with a private company
and claimed that he had to get
the registry of the property done,
but failed to produce any documents. The Mataur police handed
over the seized cash to the
HTC
income tax department.

Mohali resident arrested
with 100 banned injections
MOHALI : Acting on a tip-off,
the Crime Investigation Agency
(CIA) of Mohali police arrested
a resident near Spice Chowk,
named Yogi of Sohana village
with 100 banned injections.
The accused was carrying the
injections in his bag and was on
his way to ISBT, phase 6. A case
has been registered in the
phase 1 police station under the
HTC
NDPS Act.

PSU (Lalkaar)
demands better
e-rickshaw, shuttle
bus services
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : : The Punjab Stu-

dents’ Union (Lalkaar) submitted a memorandum to the dean
students’ welfare (DSW) Emanual Nahar on Wednesday
demanding to improve e-rickshaw and shuttle bus services
during the summers.
As per the memorandum,
around 12 e-rickshaws are lying
in an abandoned state in the Gate
No 1 parking lot. It further says
that the students have to wait for
long hours in sun due to shortage
of the e-rickshaw facility. Members of the union said better facilities should be provided in the
scorching heat, especially when
it is the exam season.

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE Surgeons had allegedly left a 12 cm-long
plastic tube inside the body of a Shimla resident during operation
Tanbir Dhaliwal
n

tanbir.dhaliwal@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : The consumer

court has directed the Government Multi Specialty Hospital,
Sector 16, to pay ₹6.50 lakh compensation to a woman as a foreign body was left inside her
abdomen by surgeons of the
medical institution.
A resident of Prem Nagar village, Shimla, Usha Verma has
filed a case of medical negligence against the former superintendent, Dr Dabar, Dr Bal and
Dr Sarabjeet, after a 12 cm-long
drain fragment was left inside
her body during a gall bladder
surgery in 2015.
CLEAN CHIT GIVEN
The forum gave a clean chit to
Dr Sarabjeet but directed other
three to pay a sum of ₹4 lakh for
medical negligence and deficiency in service, ₹2 lakh for
pain, suffering, mental agony
and harassment undergone by
the patient, and ₹50, 000 as cost
of litigation.
On October 17, 2015, Usha had
been admitted for a laparoscopic procedure for removal of
her gall bladder.
The surgery was performed
by Dr Bal and Dr Dabar. On
October 21 in the same year,
Usha again visited the GMSH-16

for the removal of her drain, but
she alleged that it was removed
negligently by the surgeons.
She was referred for ultrasound and was assured by Dr
Dabar that everything was normal. Usha continued to feel pain
following which her CT scan
was performed on October 26.
The scan revealed the presence
of a foreign object inside her
body.It was part of a drain pipe
with a diameter of 4 mm and
length 12 cm.
Following this, Usha was
operated again and the foreign
body was removed from her
body.
In her complaint, she alleged
that the drain used in her surgery was too thick and banned.
Hence, there had been a breach
of duty of care on the part of the
hospital, she had stated.
The hospital superintendent

Panchkula man
acquitted in 2018
murder bid case
HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A local court on
Wednesday acquitted an
18-year-old Panchkula man in a
murder attempt case of October
2018. The court of additional district and sessions judge acquitted Anil Kumar of Rajiv Colony,
Sector 17, Panchkula, after the
complainant failed to identify
him.
The matter dates back to October 21, 2018, when Anil was
booked on the complaint of Dhirender Partap Singh, 29, a resident of Rajeev Colony, Sector 11,
Panchkula.
Dhirender, who runs a private
business, had alleged that he had
met a friend at Mauli Complex on
the night of October 19.
He alleged that as his friend
left, Anil came there and started
abusing him.
The two had allegedly entered

COMPLAINANT HAD
ALLEGED STABBING BY
18-YEAR-OLD, BUT
TURNED HOSTILE
into a scuffle, following which
Anil stabbed Dhirender, who
was rushed to the civil hospital
in Sector 6, Panchkula, from
there he was referred to
PGIMER, Chandigarh.
Following his statement,
police had registered a case
under Sections 307 (attempt to
murder) and 324 (voluntarily
causing hurt by dangerous
weapons or means) of the Indian
Penal Code against Anil.
Defence counsel Palwinder
Singh argued that Anil was
falsely implicated in the case. As
the police failed to prove the case
and the complainant turned hostile, the court acquitted Anil of
all charges.

MOHALI:Students of the music and
fine arts department of Government College, Phase 6, under the
‘Buddy’ programme launched by
chief minister Captain Amarinder Singh which aims at combating the drug menace in Punjab, on
Wednesday, composed a song and
made sketches relating to the
drug menace.
Professor Harcharan Singh
said, “The youth of Punjab are
overcome with the drug menace
and through these activities we
aim to create awareness about
the same.” Student Shivam
Batar, who had made the sketch,
said, “ We tried to make the students aware that the drug menace
needs to stop as it kills.”
Geography professor Jaspal
Singh, who had written the lyrics
of the song, said, “The Punjabi
song is titled ‘Tu Mera Buddy,
Mai Tera Buddy’ and was written
for the youth of Punjab who consume drugs.”Principal Komal
Brocha said “If we could stop the
youth from taking drugs, it will
have a positive impact on the
HTC
entire state of Punjab.”

HT Correspondent
chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :In the Class 11 com-

n

Students of Class 11 along with their parents protest at Government Model Senior Secondary School,
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Sector 20, in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

increased in the paper and the
students were failed once again,”
Sunita alleged.
District education officer
(DEO) Anujit Kaur said after the
compartment exam results were
announced, parents gheraoed
her office and started protesting.
However, the parents were

assured of getting the papers
rechecked by a teacher from
another school,” she said.
“Even after I got the papers
re-examined, the students failed
in the results. Now, what
can we do in such a case?,”
the District education officer
added.

Parents are now demanding a
retest to which the DEO said she
had apprised school education
director Rubinderjit Singh Brar
of the situation. “Now, we will
ask the parents to write an application and if the education secretary approves, we will conduct a
retest,” said the DEO.

Their two bovines have also suffered burn injuries.
Bothers Ashraf Ali, Yaqub
Khan and Shabbir Ali said they
were nomads and had settled
down on the periphery of the
Pawat village. They said they
had built shanties for their families there, one of which on
Wednesday afternoon caught
flames that engulfed others too.
Ashraf Ali said his three-yearold daughter Parmeena was
sleeping inside when the fire
broke out and was charred to
death. The locals informed the

police and also alerted the fire
department.
Machhiwara SHO inspector
Ramaninderjit Singh said the
reason behind the flames was yet
to be ascertained. “Body of the
girl has been sent to civil hospital
for autopsy,” he added.
Fire officer at Samrala, Harkeerat Singh, said they arrived
at the spot immediately after
being informed.
“The flames had engulfed at
least five shanties and cattle
sheds when we reached the
scene,” he added.
HTC

n

is particularly proud of grooming actress
Poonam Dhillon.

yyadav@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: At 75, kathak dancer Shobha
Koser believes you’re never too old to learn.
“There is no age to stop learning. Stay curious and eager, particularly when it comes to
your chosen profession or area of interest.
There’s no skipping the riyaaz (practice). It is
a tapasya . Go to the depths, mannan karo
(contemplate) and do what it takes to excel,”
says Shobha, an exponent of the Jaipur
Gharana of kathak.
As registrar of Pracheen Kala Kendra, an
organisation her late husband and a Tandav
dance exponent Madan Lal Koser founded in
1956 in Chandigarh to promote classical dance
and music, she has come a long way. “It’s been
a beautiful journey in dance,” she says, recalling how she was barely 16 in 1961 when she got
married and made the city her home.
“I was only a matriculate at that time.
Besides performing, I used to teach dance
in Carmel Convent before joining Government College for Girls in 1963. I was a
judge along with actors Devika Rani and
Prithviraj Kapoor at a cultural festival
in Kullu where then Punjab chief minister Pratap Singh Kairon was the chief
guest. He watched my kathak performance and suggested I teach dance at
GCG,” she says.
It was after she started teaching that
she did her graduation, post-graduation and doctorate in
dance. Having
written two
books based on
the notes she prepared for her students, she says,
“My husband
encouraged me to
study. My son and
daughter were also
doing graduation
when I was studying.
They’ve been very supportive.”
The quality she looks
for in a student is self
discipline. “The commitment to practice and
eagerness to learn make
a good dancer.” Her students include generations of dancers and she

PUNCTUAL AND PROFESSIONAL
The third among seven siblings, Shobha’s
father was a doctor and her mother a student
of science in Agra. “Though my mother chose
to be a homemaker, she noticed my flair for
dance early and was instrumental in introducing me to kathak and playing the tabla and
sitar. My father was conservative but she was
ahead of her time. She got Guru Kanhiya Lal
to teach me at home and soon I was performing on stage. I was in Class 8 when I performed
before then president Rajendra Prasad at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,” she says.
Shobha, who went on to train under Guru
Kundan Lal Gangani, still considers her
mother has her first teacher. She taught her
the importance of discipline, grace and living
in the moment. “She would say when you’re
dancing, forget everything else,” says the
Sangeet Natak Akademi awardee.
Shobha is punctual and organised. “I reach
10 minutes before time for any appointment
because it makes me feel at peace. I don’t procrastinate. What has to be done will be done
today. Kal ka kya bharosa (tomorrow is
uncertain),” she says, adding that she plans
her day at the start.
Despite her advancing age, she is particular
about honouring her commitments.
“Age is a factor and I accept it gracefully. It
is important to listen to the body and mould
your dance accordingly. I have taken risks to
keep my commitments, including performing
with a fracture in the leg,” she says with a
smile.
DANCE IS DIVINE
Dance is uplifting spiritually, mentally and
physically. “It has taught me to never give up.
I’ve overcome cancer and have been living with
diabetes for 26 years. I was bedridden for a year
in 1989 after a paralytic attack but maine haar
nahin maani (I didn’t give up). I didn’t want
pity and healed with God’s grace,” she says. “I
can’t bend my right thumb but it doesn’t come
in the way of the mudras so I’m fine with it.
Nothing will stop me from dancing,” she says.
CHANDIGARH CONNECT
Shobha has seen the city transform from a
deserted town to a populous city. “There’s so
much traffic! Almost every house has four
cars now. It wasn’t meant to grow like this but
it is still home, and beautiful,” she says.

LIFE LESSONS
LIVE LIGHT. DON’T
NURSE A GRUDGE.
IF UPSET, DON’T
REACT IMMEDIATELY, RESPOND
LATER WITH
HONESTY

PRACTISE SELFDISCIPLINE IN
TERMS OF DIET AND
DUTY BUT LISTEN
TO YOUR BODY.
PLAN YOUR DAY
AND TAKE STOCK

THERE IS AN
INDOMITABLE
SPIRIT IN YOU TO
OVERCOME THE
ODDS SO JUST
KEEP AT IT AND
HAVE FAITH

MOHALI INDUSTRIAL PLOT PROJECT

Allottees allege delayed possession
HT Correspondent

Rejecting the accusations, the
firm said the project was delayed
due to various reasons, but
development will start soon.
They said their offer for
refund of payments along with
interest stands open for everyone who is interested for it.
“It’s an attempt by a few people who don’t want to take refund
of their payments, even with
interest, and their sole motive is
to defame the project and derail
its activities,” the press release
stated.

CHANDIGARH:The members of Yellowstone Industrial Plot Alottees Welfare Association
on Wednesday alleged that
directors of Yellowstone Infocity, Sector 66A, Mohali, had not
given them the possession
of plots for the past 10 years
and no development had taken
place.
While addressing the media
persons at Chandigarh Press

Club on Wednesday, association
president Naveen Manglani
accused the project directors of
fraud, cheating, embezzlement
and diversion of funds.
They said there are 200 allottees of industrial/IT plots in the
project launched in 2009 by
Sukhm Infrastructure Private
Limited.
As per the terms of allotment,
instalment payment was linked
to various stages of development.
However, the association said

Traffic cop falls on
road after car
speeds away, hurt

U’khand soldier to go home
after 17 years of treatment

CHANDIGARH :A traffic policeman
was injured after a car driver
violating traffic rules sped away
from the scene, here on Wednesday. Police said the incident took
place near Sector 7-8 light point
where traffic policeman Nahar
Singh signalled a car to stop.
“The car driver was asked to
stop because his car had black
window screens. However, after
slowing down in pretence of
parking the car, he suddenly
sped away the car,” Nahar Singh
told the police.
He said, “As he made the cut, I
fell down and hit the road head
first.” Nahar was rushed to
GMSH, Sector 16, for treatment.
The police are yet to register
a case.
HTC

Idrees Bukhtiyar

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

3-year-old Ludhiana girl dies as shanties catch fire
LUDHIANA: In a tragic incident, a
three-year-old girl was charred
to death in Machhiwara’s Pawat
after shanties built on the
periphery of the village caught
flames on Wednesday. The
grandfather of the victim also
suffered burn injuries, who is
presently undergoing treatment
at a hospital.
The fire brigade toiled for at
least 45 minutes before the
flames could be doused. According to dwellers, their ₹3.85 lakh,
jewellery worth ₹2 lakh and
household items were gutted.

n

STUDENTS HOLD
ACTIVITIES
AGAINST DRUGS

School deliberately failing students: Parents
partment examination results of
Government Model Senior Secondary School (GMSSS), Sector
20-D, here, as many as 26 of 30
students failed in economics,
triggering the protests.
Accusing the school authorities of deliberately failing the
students, parents staged a protest outside the office of the
school principal on Wednesday.
One of the parents, Bharat,
protesting outside the principal’s office, said, “How is it possible that my child and the other
students are weak in only one
subject. They prepared for the
compartment examination and
were sure about clearing it,”
he added.
Another parent Sunita said
her daughter felt depressed and
they didn’t believe in the exam
results.
She further said, “We went to
meet the district education officer in this regard. She assured us
that she will get the papers
rechecked.”
“Even after the second check,
only one or two marks were

Yojana Yadav

RHYTHM AND
GRACE Shobha
Koser is an
institution in kathak
and has trained
generations of
dancers. She
believes in self
discipline and hard
work as much as
living light with
laughter

had stated, “A drain pipe (plastic tube with container) is used
to drain blood and body fluids in
a container in order to avoid collection of blood and body fluid
inside the body, which if left
inside the body can get infected
leading to septic infections
which could be life threatening
to a patient.”
Denying negligence on part of
the hospital, he has said, “After
the patient’s drain was
removed, it was observed that a
12 cm pipe remained inside, but
it was not due to negligence of
the surgeons.” “It could break
due to twists, jerks, heavy
movements or inherent nature
of the material. The drain could
have got caught in such adhesions leading to its breakage/
fracture.”
He also said that the patient
was advised a second surgery
for the pipe’s removal but she
did not turn up, saying that she
was fine.
The forum observed that hospital’s defence did not appear to
be believable.
On the basis of a January 2018
medical board report which was
in the accused doctors’ favour,
the forum observed, “Merely
scribing no evidence of negligence is not acceptable in view
of other produced evidence on
record.”

C B S E C L A S S 1 1 C O M PA R T M E N T E X A M

n
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SHOBHA KOSER
GMSH-16 directed to WORDSOFWISDOM
Be a learner for life, never give up
pay ₹6.5L to patient and stay committed to practice

n

UNION’S FURTHER
DEMANDS
Other demands of the union
include making permanent
stands for e-rickshaws near the
AC Joshi library and girls’ hostels; the existing e-rickshaws
should be fully functional and
efficient; shuttle buses should be
operated throughout the campus, particularly during morning, evening and lunch hours
and selling of hot beverages in
disposables within the campus
should be banned.
PSU (Lalkaar) spokesperson
Amandeep Kaur said, “As an
educated community, we know
the grave consequences of using
plastic and disposable materials
on both the human health and
the environment. The disposables should be immediately
replaced with glasses and cups
for hot beverages.”

trictiy&beyond

Cops inspecting a school bus that was damaged in fire.

HT PHOTO

n

no development took place
despite collection of up 100% of
the basic sale price.
They also said that promoters
were asking for more development charges of ₹3,500 per sq
yard, against the terms of agreement.
WHAT THE FIRM SAID
However, Sukhm Infrastructure, in a press release, clarified
that the company had already
refunded those clients who have
applied for it till now.

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI : The 53-year-old Balbir
Singh, a naik in the Indian
Army’s 36 RR, suffered a spinal
injury in J&K’s Anantnag on
November 28, 2000, when his
vehicle was blown up by militants in an IED blast. The soldier
is being discharged from the Paraplegic Rehabilitation Centre,
Phase 6, here in the last week of
this month. He had been under
treatment there for the past 17
years.
Balbir said he was happy that
he would be back with his family.
“Now, I will spend the rest of my
life with my family,” he said.
Hailing from mountainous
Thalisain village in Uttarakhand, Balbir said that he had
spent a good time at the centre.
“The day I was admitted here, I
was not even able to sit. I needed
the support of two people to help
me for everything to do, but now
things have changed and I have
fully recovered,” he said.
Recalling the day when he and
his battalion people were coming
back from J&K’s Qazigund town
after escorting an army convoy,
he said, “As we crossed Anantnag town, an IED, planted on the
road, exploded and it blew up our
vehicle,” he said.
“I, along with 14 other soldiers, was immediately shifted to
an army hospital in Srinagar. A
few days later, I was shifted to
the Command Hospital in

n

A naik in the army’s 36 Rashtriya Rifles, Balbir Singh had suffered a
spinal injury in J&K’s Anantnag district.
HT PHOTO

Udhampur and a month later I
was admitted to the Command
Hospital, Chandimandir. As my
health did not show improvement, I was admitted to this centre after two years,” he said, adding, “The centre had been a ray of
hope for me and I have now
improved a lot.”
Balbir said he had so many
things to do after he would be
discharged.
“I have to get my youngest son
married. My elder son was married last year. I am also looking
forward to stay with my grandchildren,” he said.
During his stay at the centre,
Balbir made two friends, who
had also served in J&K and suffered spinal injury.
38-year-old Arun Pal, a sepoy,
was posted with the Army’s 55
RR in J&K’s Pulwama district.

“We had an encounter with the
militants on May 19, 2015 and I
was hit by bullets in my back and
right leg,” he said.
“I will miss Balbir. We have
spent a lot of time together. During our conversations, we used
to discuss a number of issues,
especially of our duty days in
Kashmir,” he said.
Another friend of Balbir, Ajit
Kumar Shukla, 39, a sepoy, who
was also posted with 58 RR in
J&K’s Rajouri district, was by a
bullet from across the Line of
Control (LoC) on February 25,
2005. I also suffered a spinal
injury,” he said. “We were connected by the basketball game.
We all used to play the game in
the evening,” he said.
Balbir said that he wished that
his friends recover fast so that
they are also discharged soon.
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Angad grabs halfway lead
PGTI MEET
Panchkula’s
Angad Cheema
enjoys two-shot
advantage over
Chandigarh’s
Yuvraj Singh
Sandhu on Day 2

Press Trust of India
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Panchkula’s Angad

Cheema grabbed the lead with a
five-under-67 while rookie Yuvraj Singh Sandhu from neighbouring Chandigarh shot the
day’s best score of seven-under-65 to move into second place
on Day Two of the TATA Steel
PGTI Players Championship
Presented by Panchkula Golf
Club, on Wednesday.
Twenty-nine-year-old Angad
Cheema, looking to win his first
title since 2013, took his tournament tally to 10-under-134 at his
home course on Wednesday and
thus enjoyed a two-shot advantage over 22-year-old Yuvraj
Singh Sandhu.
Angad Cheema (67-67), lying
one shot behind the lead in joint
second place on day one, made a
terrific start on day two with a
40-feet eagle putt from the edge of
the green on the par-4 first hole.
Angad’s bogey on the fourth
didn’t dampen his spirits as he
picked up birdies on the next
three holes and added two more
on the 11th and 12th.
Cheema hit rough weather on
the 15th and 16th where he
dropped a double-bogey and a
bogey respectively. On the 15th
he found the bunker and then the
hazard while on the 16th his tee
shot landed at the base of a tree.
However, the tall and lanky
golfer, who had an Asian Tour
card few years back, pulled it
back on the last two holes by setting up birdie putts within four
feet of the pin.
Angad said, “I struck it well
and also made most putts today.
Looking back I feel that I made
just one big mistake on the 15th
where I had a chance for birdie.
But I’m glad to have closed the
round on a high. I know the
course well as I play here often so
that definitely will be an advantage over the last two days.
“I had a tied sixth finish at the
last PGTI event in April so I feel I
can now put four good rounds
together and sustain the intensity through a tournament. I feel
the positive energy in my game
once again.
“I will need to be precise with

n

my hitting over the next two days
as a few yards here and there
could be very punishing on this
course.”
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu (71-65)
fired the best round of the tournament so far and as a result
gained 22 spots from his overnight tied 24th.
Yuvraj had a nervous start
making bogey on the opening
10th. He was on a roll thereafter
as he knocked in nine birdies at
the expense of just one more
bogey to end up with a total of
eight-under-136.
Sandhu, who was India’s
number one amateur in 2016,
made some top-class chip-putts

and landed his approach shots
within a couple of feet of the flag
on the 16th and ninth. His
approach shot from 70 yards
lipped out on the 16th.
Yuvraj said, “I’m sticking to
my process and not trying to play
against the wind. One can’t
afford to go against the wind at
this course. I feel chipping and
putting will hold the key over the
last two days. Whoever chips and
putts the best will win the tournament.
“I started the year well with a
couple of top-20s but then had a
bad stretch during the Kolkata
and Pune events. But now I feel
I’m settling down and my graph

City rallyist Kabir eyeing top
spot in Desert Storm challenge
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH :Chandigarh rallyist

Kabir Waraich along with Gaurav Gill and CS Santosh will be
competing in the Desert Storm
2019, which got underway in
Bikaner on Wednesday.
The 17th edition of the Desert
Storm, an FMSCI-approved
event, has become the ultimate
test for man and machine, with
the temperature soaring past 50
degrees this summer. The organisers, Northern Motorsports,
have made a rare concession this
year, scheduling the special stages early in the morning and late
in the evening to counter the
heat.
As many as 130 participants
were flagged off from New Delhi
on Tuesday afternoon, making it
one of the biggest event in India.
This included a staggering number of manufacturers, who have
adopted this platform to test
their cars and bikes. Right from
Mahindra Adventure, Polaris,

n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SOUTHPORT (UNITED KINGDOM):

HT Correspondent
n

Shubhankar, Bhullar
to lead India’s challenge
in British Masters

THE FOUR-DAY STORM
WILL TAKE THE
COMPETITORS INTO
THE DUNES OF THE THAR
DESERT IN RAJASTHAN
BEFORE CULMINATING
IN JAISALMER
Fortuner (first-time entry),
Gypsy to TVS and Honda, all will
be seen at the rally.
“This is the most amazing
line-up that I have ever seen,”
Gaurav Gill said at the flagoff.
“Almost all the top manufacturers are at the rally which is the
best thing that has happened to
the sport,” he added.
The motorsports fraternity
also got the opportunity to cheer
the comeback of the Army, who
fielded ten teams in the fourwheeler category and three in
the two-wheeler category.
The four-day Storm, in the
Rally-Raid format, will take the
competitors deep into the undu-

lating dunes of the Thar desert in
Rajasthan before culminating in
Jaisalmer.
Each will be tested by extreme
weather conditions, tough terrains and navigational challenges as they make their way to the
finish line.
There are three categories
this year, with 34 teams (comprising of a driver and a
co-driver) in the Xtreme Category, 8 teams (comprising of
Driver & Co-Driver) in the Ndure
Category, and 40 riders in the
Moto Category.
Ten Special Stages have been
conceived for the Xtreme category and 7 for the Moto category,
each tougher than the last one.
The longest stage for them will
feature a grueling 200km run in
the extreme wilderness. The
Ndure Category follows the TSD
format and is the stepping stone
for the drivers to take part in
next edition’s Xtreme.
The drivers and riders will be
covering a distance of 2,000 kilometres over the next four days.

Chandigarh rallyist Kabir Waraich with his co-driver ahead of the Desert Storm. Kabir would be aiming
HT PHOTO
for a top-finish in the rally which concluded in Jaisalmer.

Angad Cheema (67-67), lying one shot behind the lead in joint
second place on day one, made a terrific start on day two with a
40-feet eagle putt from the edge of the green on the par-4 first hole.
(Right) Yuvraj Singh Sandhu (71-65) fired the best round of the
tournament so far and as a result gained 22 spots from his overnight
tied 24th.
HT PHOTOS
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I struck it well and
also made most putts
today. Looking back I feel
that I made just one big
mistake on the 15th where I
had a chance for birdie.

LEADERBOARD
1 Angad Cheema (134), 2
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu (136), 3
Rashid Khan (137), Mukesh
Kumar (137), 5 Sanjay Kumar
138, Om Prakash Chouhan
(138), 7 Udayan Mane (139),
Tapy Ghai (139), 9 Aruna
Rohana (140), C Muniyapa
(140), Shamim Khan (140)

ANGAD CHEEMA, golfer

Shubhankar Sharma, SSP
Chawrasia and Gaganjeet Bhullar will lead India’s charge at the
Betfred British Masters golf
tournament which kicks off
here Thursday.
Shubhankar, who has two
European Tour titles under his
belt, is one of the three Indians
in the field this week -- the other
two being Chawrasia, four-time
winner on European Tour, and
Bhullar, whose sole win on the
Tour came in Fiji last year.
Chawrasia will be the first of
the three to tee off early at 7.30
am Thursday alongside Darren
Fichardt and Oliver Fisher,
while Bhullar goes out with
Hugo Leon and Niklas Lemke
and then Shubhankar plays
with Sam Horsfield and Jason
Scrivener in the afternoon.
Shubhankar got a taste of the
tough windy and wet conditions
here Wednesday and said he
was relieved that the weather
was going to be relatively better
for the rest of the week.
“This course can be very
tough in windy conditions like
today during the Pro-Am. I am
told the weather will be better
next few days,” he said. “I had a
good outing with Anirban
(Lahiri) at Zurich Classic on
PGA Tour. We were 19-under
and 20-under and were in top
five, but then our putting did not
go the way it should have and we
ended tied 22nd.
I spent some time in Manchester and London and I feel
fresh this week. We have a
string of big events and then the
Open.” This is Shubhankar’s
first appearance at the British
Masters.
Chawrasia is playing the
British Masters for only the second time. He was there in Newcastle in 2017, when he finished
66th.
Meanwhile, Tommy Fleetwood is relishing the prospect of
teeing up in the town he grew up
in as the European Tour returns
to Hillside for the first time in 37
years.
The Englishman is acting as
the fifth host of the British Masters since its return to the European Tour’s international
schedule in 2015, following in
the footsteps of Luke Donald,
Ian Poulter, Justin Rose and Lee
Westwood.
Fleetwood, currently ranked
16th in the official World Golf

is moving up steadily.”
Rashid Khan of Delhi, the
round one leader, slipped to tied
third at seven-under-137 after a
round of 71.
Mukesh Kumar (67) of Mhow

too took a share of third. He
gained 14 places from his overnight tied 17th.
Jyoti Randhawa was tied 26th
at even-par-144 after he shot a
second straight 72.

DAV COLLEGE-10
ENTERS CAMPUS
CRICKET FINAL

HERO INDIAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE

HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: DAV College, Sec-

tor 10, Chandigarh, defeated Science College, Jammu, by 57 runs
in a match played during the
Red Bull Campus cricket tournament and entered the final to
be held in Jaipur.
Batting first, DAV College
posted a total of 184 runs for the
loss of five wickets in 20 overs.
Sanyam came up with a blazing knock of 87 runs with two
sixes and nine fours to his
credit.
Later, he was named man of
the match.
In reply, Jammu were
restricted at 127 runs for the loss
of nine wickets in 20 overs.
Earlier in the semi-final of the
tournament, DAV College,
Chandigarh, defeated DAV College, Jammu, by 38 runs. Electing to bat first, DAV Chandigarh
posted a total of 151 runs for the
loss of seven wickets in 20 overs.
In reply, DAV College,
Jammu, were bundled out for
113 runs in 18.1 overs.
Rohit was named man of the
match, for picking up three
wickets for 19 runs.
Red Bull Campus Cricket 2019
had taken the competition up
one more notch by adding two
more teams to its roster (Dharamsala and Meerut).
The tournament witnessed
the participation of 300 colleges
across 30 cities.
The winner of the tournament will represent India in the
Red Bull Campus Cricket World
Series Championship 2019.
TENNIS OPEN TOURNAMENT FROM MAY 18
CHANDIGARH: Total Tennis Open
tournament for boys’ and girls’
(U-10),(U-12),(U-14),(U-16) singles will be held at Total Tennis
Academy(YMCA), Sector 11
from May 18 to May 19.
Interested players are
advised to send their entries by
5:30 pm on May 17. Tournament
referee, Anupam Chhetri can be
contacted at 08146895130 for further details.

n

Shubhankar got a taste of the tough windy and wet conditions here
Wednesday and said he was relieved that the weather was going to
HT FILE PHOTO
be relatively better for the rest of the week.

Rankings, finished tied ninth at
the 2018 British Masters at Walton Heath and fourth in 2016 at
The Grove.
Matt Wallace is looking to
build on a strong start to his 2019
season where he finished inside
the top 20 in his first three
events and then second at the
Omega Dubai Desert Classic.
He finished a career-high
10th on the Race to Dubai Rankings Presented by Rolex in 2018
and has maintained his place in
the top 50 in the world since finishing second at last year’s DP
World Tour Championship.

›

I had a good outing
with Anirban (Lahiri)
at Zurich Classic on PGA
Tour. We were 19-under
and 20-under and were in
top five, but then our
putting did not go the way
it should have and we
ended tied 22nd.
SHUBHANKAR SHARMA, golfer

Sethu FC outclasses Bangalore
United FC 3-0 to surge ahead
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Sethu FC completed a

dominant performance against
Bangalore United FC at the Guru
Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana,
defeating the latter by a margin of
3-0, on Wednesday, during the
Hero Indian Women’s League.
Sethu were dominant from the
very start as Sabitra Bhandari
continued her brilliant form to
score the first goal of the match in
the 11th minute. With this goal,
Bhandari is placed at the top of
the scorer’s chart with five goals
from two games. Sethu’s Nepali
strikers Sabitra Bhandari and
Anita Basnet were on the scorers’, netting the first and the third
goals of the match.
Bhandari played sharp in linking-up with Dangmei Grace, Sandhiya and Ratanbala Devi. The
Nepal International netted a second goal in the first half, but it was
given off-side. With a few minutes
of the first half left, Sandhiya also
joined in the act, as she finished
off a smooth move by Sethu.
The second half continued in
the same fashion, as Sethu
hogged possession of the ball and
barely allowed their opponents to
set up any counter attacks. Their
efforts finally paid off when second half substitute, Basnet, who
came on for Bhandari, got on to a
rebound and rounded Bangalore
keeper Crystal Ann to score into
an empty net.
MANIPUR POLICE BLANK
SAI-STC CUTTACK 10-0
Ludhiana Manipur Police rode
the success of their star striker
Bala Devi to demolish SAI-STC
Cuttack by a humongous margin
of 10-0 at the Guru Nanak Stadium. Manipur Police, who were
eager to bounce back after their
defeat against Sethu FC, displayed a great show of strength.
The mercurial striker scored
seven goals in the match, four in
the first half and three in the second. Bala Devi was on the target
from the start and she took only

n

A match in progress between Sethu FC and Bangalore United FC during the Hero Indian Women’s
League at the Guru Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana, on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

10 minutes to get on the scoresheet. After getting the ball outside the SAI penalty box, she
switched to her right foot and
drove the ball home.
It took Bala just five minutes to
add the second goal of the match,
before she completed her hattrick in the 41st minute. The Manipuri striker added a fourth just
before the half-time break, to
make the score 5-0.
Manipur Police dominated
possession and continued their
intent to score goals in the second
half aswell . Bala went on to add
three more goals to her name in
the second half, while the likes of
Rinaroy Devi and Daya Devi
added two more to make the score
10-0 in Manipur Police’s favor.
With this, Bala Devi has scored
an unprecedented seven goals in
the match, putting herself well in
the driver’s seat for the highest
scorers’ award, in the nascent
stages of the 2018-19 Hero Indian
Women’s League.

PLAYING AS STRIKER IS EASIER,
FEELS GOKULAM’S MANISHA
HT Correspondent
n

chdsportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: Gokulam Kerala
FC striker Manisha, who
has been turning heads
with her performances in
the ongoing season of the
Hero India Women’s
League believes India hosting the 2020 U-17 FIFA
Women’s World Cup would
encourage youngsters from
Punjab take up the sport.
Manisha may be banging
in the goals from the front,
but she was not always a
striker.
Back in the days when
she played in the India U-17
team, she used to play as a

left winger.
In the AFC U-19 Championship Qualifiers, she
played as an attacking midfielder, while Senior
National Team coach Maymol Rocky promoted her to
the position of a striker in
recent times.
“When I’m on the left, I
always try to go back and
help my win back, and then
run forward to attack once
we get the ball,” she said.
“When I play in the midfield, I always need to keep
the position of the opposition midfielders in
mind.Especially when we
don’t have the ball, I have to
keep tracking them”
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FACE TO FACE: HUMBLED BY PEOPLE’S LOVE, SAYS
AAP CANDIDATE TEJPAL SINGH GILL
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BENDING IT LIKE BECKHAM

MANIPUR POLICE CLUB DECIMATES SAI-STC CUTTACK >>p2
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shortstories
FRAUDSTERS DUPE
ASI OF ₹9.2 LAKH
LUDHIANA: An assistant sub-inspector (ASI), Dharminder Singh,
who is posted as the in-charge of
police post at civil hospital, was
duped of ₹9.2 lakh by fraudsters,
police said on Wednesday.
Dharminder Singh in his complaint stated that on Tuesday, a
bank official called him to inform
him about the cash withdrawal.
He immediately blocked his debit
card. The ASI suspects the involvement of bank employees in
the crime. He added that he has
an account at State Bank of India,
New Court Complex. He said he
had no idea about the transactions and had neither given his
debit card nor shared his PIN with
anyone. After scanning the
account statement he found that
cash withdrawals were being
made from his account from
››P4
March 1.

130 cartons of illicit liquor
recovered, one held
LUDHIANA: As many as 130
cartons of illicit liquor have been
recovered from a house at
Mayapuri on the Tibba road,
police said on Wednesday. The
main accused managed to escape,
while his accomplice landed in the
police net. The arrested accused
has been identified as Sunil
Mehra, alias Sonu of Mayapuri.
The other accused, Kuldeep Singh
of Mayapuri is yet to be arrested,
the police said. Assistant commissioner of police (ACP, East)
Davinder Chaudhary said police
along with paramilitary forces
raided at a house in Mayapuri and
››P2
recovered illicit liquor.

debate of
the week
A BETTER TOMORROW

WHAT DO YOU
EXPECT FROM
THE NEXT MP?
With polling for the Lok
Sabha elections less than two
weeks away, candidates are
turning no stone unturned to
woo the voters. From roadshows to rallies, from public
meetings to door-to-door
campaigning, candidates are
going all out with their
promises to ensure victory.
With Ludhiana constituency
reeling under a host of issues,
such as pollution, poor
garbage management,
broken roads and high crime
rate, what are your expectations from the next MP?
Send your inputs to
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com by May 12.

Was confident of securing top rank: Neha
PSEB CLASS-10
RESULTS
Scores 647
marks out of
650; says was
driven by innate
will to succeed

LUDHIANA TOPS
STATE WITH 91
MERIT-HOLDERS

Deepa Sharma Sood and
Atish Sharma

336 students on the merit list of
the Punjab School Education
board (PSEB), which declared the
result for Class-10 exams on
Wednesday, are from Ludhiana,
making it the district with maximum top scorers.
The overall pass percentage of
the district has witnessed a rise of
15.7% — from 67.27% last year to
82.97% in 2019. Of the 39,742 students who gave the Class-10
exams in the district, 32,971
passed. The figure is astonishing
as in 2017, the pass percentage
was 49%; in 2016, it was 74.58%;
while in 2015, it was 76.71%.
City schools have been churning out toppers, year after year,
credit of which district education
officer (secondary) Swaranjit
Kaur says goes to dedicated
teachers, principals and hardworking students.
Another reason behind this
remarkable feat can be attributed
to continuous monitoring by district officials and subject mentors, who evaluated the learning
levels of the students and made
the school principals aware of the
performance of their students.
Swaranjit Kaur said, “Majority of the Class-10 teachers took
extra classes. The summer camp
specially organised by math mentors to make the students achieve
100% marks indeed made a difference in the passing percentage
and overall score of the students.”
In 2018, of 401 students who had
made it to the provisional merit
list, 94 were from Ludhiana.
Neha Verma has topped the
exams by securing 647 marks out
of 650. The second position is also
being shared by two students
from Ludhiana — Ankita Sachdeva and Anjali Garg. Both of
them scored 99.23% marks.
The third position has been
shared by three students.
The fourth position has been
secured by Sumant Sharma of
Bhartiya Vidya Mandir Senior
Secondary School, Sector 39,
Chandigarh Road and Khushi of
BCM Senior Secondary School,
Focal Point. Both of them scored
98.92% marks.

n
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LUDHIANA :Students from modest

backgrounds secured top positions in the Class-10 Punjab
School Education Board (PSEB)
examinations, results of which
were announced on Wednesday.
Daughter of a driver and
homemaker, Neha Verma, 16,
scored 99.5% in the Punjab board
and stood first in the state.
She scored 647 marks out of
650. She studies at Teja Singh
Sutantar Memorial Senior Secondary School, Ludhiana.
Ask her if she expected to top
the state, Neha says it had
always been her goal to do so and
she couldn’t be happier having
achieved what she had set her
mind to.
“I was confident that I would
secure the top rank in the state. I
was always a regular student
and consistent in my studies.”
“I was never under any pressure about studying but was
driven by an innate will to succeed,” she says.
However, things were not
always smooth-sailing for her.
“We had to face a lot of financial
hardships, as my father only
makes ₹10,000 per month and I
have three sibling — two brothers and a sister. I am grateful to
our school principal and teachers for helping me through the
tough times.”
The school had given Neha a
concession on her school fee and
she was determined to make her
parents, teachers and principal
proud.
WANTS TO BECOME
AN IPS OFFICER
Neha, who aspires to become an
IPS officer, says, “I never took
any coaching as there can be no
substitute to self-study. I
appeared in all tests conducted
by the school to identify the
areas I needed to improve upon.
I would study through the night
as I could concentrate best at
that time.”
Neha’s father Pawan Kumar

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: As many as 91 of total

n

PSEB Class-10 state topper Neha Verma (centre) celebrating with her friends as her schoolmates cheer for her in the background at Teja Singh Sutantar Memorial Senior
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Secondary School in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

ROLLOFHONOUR

99.2%
n

Ankita Sachdeva

99.2%
n

and mother Jeeya Verma are
proud of their oldest child.
TWO FROM DISTRICT
SHARE SECOND SPOT
Ankita Sachdeva, a student of RS
Model Senior Secondary School,
Shastri Nagar, Ludhiana and
Anjali Garg of BCM Senior Secondary School, Focal Point, Ludhiana secured the second position with 99.23% marks.
The two of them scored 645
marks out of 650.

Anjali Garg

Ankita, who wants to become
an engineer, says her sister Geetika Sachdeva is her inspiration.
She credits her family, friends
and teachers for her success.
‘GLAD MY HARD
WORK PAID OFF’
On the cut-throat competition
faced by students today, Ankita
says, “I scored 92.6% marks in
my pre-board examinations and
was disappointed and disheartened. However, thanks to my

99%
n

Abhigyan Kumar

teachers and family’s encouragement I let bygones be bygones
and decided to work hard to
improve my score. I am glad that
my hard work paid off and I was
able to secure the second rank in
the state.”
Ankita’s father, Pawan
Kumar Sachdeva, earns a living
by making cycle parts.
His mother, Rekha Rani Sachdeva is a home maker. On her
study schedule, she says “I studied for eight to 10 hours and took
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n

Aneesha Chopra

frequent breaks in between.”
Anjali Garg, who hails from
Jamalpur, emphasises on the
importance of carving out leisure time in between studies. She
says one must strike a balance
between academics and co-curricular activities.
“I love dancing, especially
performing kathak, as it keeps
my mind fresh.”
Anjali, who hails from a business family wishes to strengthen
the family business.

99%
n

Soni Kaur

She says, “It is important to
stay away from social media during exams. My parents and
teachers were instrumental to
my success,” she says.
The third position has been
shared by seven students, of
whom, three are from Ludhiana.
All of them have scored 644
marks out of 650.
›› MORE ON PAGE 2: ALL
SPORTS CATEGORY TOPPERS
ARE FROM CITY
››PAGE 4: TALE OF TIES

Outbreak of diseases: ‘Buddha
Three-year-old girl dies as Bains alleges
shanties go up in flames
death threats by Nullah is not the only reason’
gangster Mani
Harsimran Singh Batra

LUDHIANA: In a tragic incident, a

three-year-old girl was charred to
death in Machhiwara’s Pawat
after shanties built on the periphery of the village caught flames on
Wednesday. The grandfather of
the victim also suffered burn
injuries, who is presently undergoing treatment at a hospital.
The fire brigade toiled for at
least 45 minutes before the flames
could be doused. According to
dwellers, their ₹3.85 lakh, jewellery worth ₹2 lakh and household
items were gutted. Their two
bovines have also suffered burn
injuries.
Bothers Ashraf Ali, Yaqub
Khan and Shabbir Ali said they
were nomads and had settled
down on the periphery of the
Pawat village. They said they had
built shanties for their families
there, one of which on Wednesday afternoon caught flames that
engulfed others too.
Ashraf Ali said his three-yearold daughter Parmeena was
sleeping inside when the fire
broke out and was charred to
death. The locals informed the
police and also alerted the fire
department.
Machhiwara SHO inspector
Ramaninderjit Singh said the
reason behind the flames was yet
to be ascertained. “Body of the
girl has been sent to civil hospital
for autopsy,” he added.
Fire officer at Samrala, Harkeerat Singh, said they arrived at
the spot immediately after being
informed. “The flames had
engulfed at least five shanties and
cattle sheds when we reached the
scene,” he added.
››MORE ON P4: INFERNOS
GIVE SLEEPLESS NIGHT
TO RESIDENTS, FIREFIGHTERS
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LUDHIANA: Lok Insaaf Party (LIP)

n

Cops inspecting the school bus damaged in fire.

HT PHOTO

CLOSE SHAVE FOR SCHOOLKIDS
AS THEIR BUS CATCHES FIRE
LUDHIANA: Five students of
the GRD Academy had a
narrow escape as their bus
caught fire after coming in
contact with dangling electricity wires at Khajoor
Chowk in Salem Tabri on
Wednesday afternoon. The
students were pulled out of
the bus by the conductor
and residents of the area.
The driver, however, fled
from the spot.
The fire brigade officials,
who reached the spot,
snapped the power supply
and doused the flames. A
fire official, Navrang Singh,
said no casualty was
reported in the incident
that took place around 3pm.
The students, who were
travelling in the bus,
included Yuvraj Bhandari,
Yashita Bhandari, Reman,
Ashley and Rajat.

n

Two children after being
pulled out of the bus in
Salem Tabri in Ludhiana.

HT

HOSIERY UNIT
GODOWN GUTTED
A fire broke out at a hosiery
unit godown in Kalyan
Nagar. No casualty was
reported as the godown was
closed. Fire officer Shristi
Nath said fire tenders were
rushed to the spot and
flames were doused.
HTC

chief and Punjab Democratic
Alliance (PDA) candidate from
Ludhiana constituency, Simarjeet Singh Bains, on Wednesday
alleged that a gangster, Mani
Shooter, who claimed to be a
member of Sukhpreet Buddha
gang, has threatened to kill him
in the next two days.
Bains, through is elder brother
MLA Balwinder Singh Bains, has
filed a complaint to police commissioner seeking action. Balwinder said his brother had been
receiving threats regularly, “but
the Punjab government and
police did nothing”.
However, police commissioner Sukhchain Singh Gill
assured him that they would
trace the accused soon and stern
action would be taken against
him.
Balwinder said the gangster
had contacted a scribe of a vernacular daily through social networking site Facebook and
claimed that he would kill Simarjeet within next couple of days.
“The gangster wanted his
threat to be published in the columns of the scribe’s publication.
The journalist immediately
sounded deputy commissioner of
police (investigation) Gaganajit
Singh and also alerted us,” he
added.
As per the scribe, he had
received a message on Facebook
Messenger on Tuesday night
from the account of one Manjot

›

The gangster had
contacted a scribe of
a vernacular daily through
social networking site
Facebook and claimed that
he would kill Simarjeet
within next couple of days
BALWINDER SINGH, Simarjeet
Bains’ brother

Singh Gill, who claimed to be the
state president of Students Organisation of Panjab University
(SOPU).
“He said that he was member
of Sukhpreet Buddha Group and
they will kill Simarjeet Bains,”
the journalist, who did not wish to
be named, said. He added that
later, the gangster called him on
his Facebook Messenger and said
his name was Jaswinder Buddha,
younger brother of Sukhpreet
Buddha, and he had just got out of
the jail on bail.
Sukhpreet Singh Buddha gang
had hit the headlines on November 2018, when the police had
arrested its two members for
hatching a conspiracy to kidnap
Punjabi singer Darshan Lakhowalia, a close associate of noted
Punjabi singer Babbu Mann.
The accused had also opened
fire on a police team which had
stopped them for checking at Lalton village.
However, the bullet missed the
target and hit the barricades
installed by the police.

harsimran.batra@htlive.com

LUDHIANA: Amid the political

blame game over Buddha Nullah
pollution and allegations of outbreak of cancer and other waterborne diseases in the areas near
the drain, the health department
and Punjab Pollution Control
Board (PPCB) on Wednesday
organised a health screening and
awareness camp in Walipur
Kalan and Maniyewal villages of
the Sidhwan Bet area wherein
over 161 villagers and students
underwent a checkup.
The health department team,
however, quashed the ‘belief’
that the only reason behind the
rising cases of cancer and other
water-borne diseases among
people living in the proximity of
the drain was the pollution in it.
Following a complaint made
by a Faridkot-based NGO — Bhai
Ghanaiya Cancer Roko Sewa
Society — a National Green Tribunal (NGT) monitoring committee had visited the city on
May 1 and directed the health
department and PPCB to conduct these medical camps.
Sidhwan Bet senior medical
officer (SMO) Dr Gurlal Singh
said many residents claimed that
there was a spike in the cases of
hepatitis C due to Buddha Nullah
pollution. “But it is clear that
hepatitis C is not a water-borne
disease. Moreover, cancer, dental, skin and water-borne diseases can also be caused due to
several other factors,” he added.
“Of the 161 people who underwent the checkup, no one was
found to be suffering from cancer, any major skin disease or
dental problem. Total 29 patients
were diagnosed with abdominal

n

A team of health department during a medical camp at Walipur
Kalan village in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

problems which might have
resulted due to water contamination. Five students were diagnosed with fluorosis,” Dr Singh
said.
However, 15 cases of suspected hepatitis C were diagnosed in Maniyewal village and
the blood samples of patients
were collected. As many as three
persons were detected with hepatitis C in Walipur Kalan, but
they claimed that they were
already availing treatment for
that.
“It might be possible that diseases are being caused due to
water pollution, but there are
many other occupational and
habitual reasons as well. Like in
case of children with dental
problems, these can be caused
due to overeating of candies. Few
residents with skin diseases are
suffering due to their occupation
as they are involved in farming,”
Dr Singh said.
The report regarding the

screening tests would be submitted with the NGT monitoring
committee and more such camps
will be organised only after getting directions from the panel.
NGO BLAMES HEALTH
DEPT, PPCB FOR LOW
TURNOUT AT CAMPS
President of Bhai Ghanaiya Cancer Roko Sewa Society, Gurpreet
Singh, while slamming the
health department and the
PPCB, said no proper awareness
was created about the screening
camps and only few residents
showed up at the camps.
“If water pollution is not the
reason behind rise in number of
cancer, dental and hepatitis
patients, then the authorities
should apprise us of the real reasons behind the epidemic. It is
the failure on the part of the
administration and our NGO is
also mulling conducting screening tests of residents privately,”
he added.
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All three sports category toppers are from city
CLASS 10 PSEB RESULT Ritika, a student of sports category, represented her
school at state-level softball championship; she has scored 100 percent marks
Atish Sharma
ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

n

LUDHIANA: All three sports cate-

gory toppers in Class-10 PSEB
exams, results of which were
declared on Wednesday, are
from Ludhiana.
From playing softball to scoring cent percent marks in
Class-10 exams, Ritika has
always proved her mettle in
whatever she did. Ritika, a student of sports category, who
hails from Mundian Kalan,
developed her interest in softball
later in her life and has represented her school at state-level
softball championship.
“I was since beginning fond of
playing badminton, but gradually shifted to softball,” Ritika
says. “Playing keeps my mind
and body relaxed and has helped
me in maintaining a healthy balance between academics and
co-curricular activities.” For
Ritika, meditation and yoga also
played key roles to help her
achieve this feat.
Ritika says, “I was surprised
when I got to know about the
result. I used to be a very notorious child, but wanted to do something for my parents who have
helped me in every aspect of life.
To make my parents proud
someday and buy a house for

n

Neeraj Yadev in a jubilant mood after PSEB results were
declared, in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

NEERAJ YADAV SHARES FIRST
RANK IN SPORTS CATEGORY

n

LUDHIANA: Financial constraints cannot stop one
from fulfilling his or her
dreams. The inspiring success of 16-year old Neeraj
Yadav, son of a labour,
proves the same.
Neeraj, who managed to
share the first rank in sports
category by securing 100% (
450/450), aspires to become a
software engineer. Neeraj,
who belongs to a poor family
and a student of Teja Singh
Sutantar Senior Secondary
School, Shimlapuri, scored

Ritika, a student of BCM Senior Secondary School, Focal Point, celebrating her success with her
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
parents in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

them is my sole goal in life.”
Ritika aspires to join the
Indian Air Force. “I am looking
forward to crack the NDA exam,
for which I have already started
preparing. It has always been a
dream for me to fly high and I

hope and pray my dreams soon
get wings,” she adds.
Her father, Pramod Kumar,
says, “I am so proud of the feat
she has achieved. Everything I
have done in my life after battling financial crisis has paid

HERO INDIAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Sethu FC trounces
Bangalore United FC

off.”
Pramod, who works as a
supervisor in a private company,
was in tears during the interview. Ritika says she would continue with sports along with pursuing her dream of flying high.

100% by borrowing old
books from school library.
Neeraj said he paid the
school fee in instalments,
and the school director and
principal supported him.
Neeraj’s father, Shiv Nandan Yadav, who works in a
factory, said he always
wanted to see Neeraj in the
merit list.
Neeraj, who hails from
Bihar, was interested in
Marshal Arts when he
joined the school four year
HTC
ago.

n

Kamalpreet Kaur, a student of Teja Singh Sutantar School, with her
parents in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
GURPREET SINGH/HT

Electrician’s daughter
brings laurels to school
LUDHIANA: Another student,
Kamalpreet Kaur of Teja Singh
Sutantar Senior Secondary
School bagged the third position
in the state in the sports category. She scored 99.23%.
Kamalpreet, who lives in
Shimapuri, aspires to become a
Prime Minister.
She said, “I faced my financial problems, but the school
authorities helped me by providing textbooks and fee concessions too. I studied two hours

KAMALPREET, WHO
LIVES IN SHIMAPURI,
ASPIRES TO BECOME
A PRIME MINISTER
from 4 am to 6am and then in the
evening too spend four hours
revising the syllabus.”
Her father, Harneek Singh is
an electrician and mother,
Paramjit Kaur is a home
maker.

World Thalassaemia Day observed at CMC
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: College of Nursing and

the department of transfusion
medicine of Christian Medical
College (CMC) and Hospital
observed World Thalassaemia
Day on Wednesday.
CMC director Dr William
Bhatti encouraged the students
and general public to donate
blood.
College principal Dr Reena Jairus appreciated the efforts of the
faculty and students as the students participated actively in the
poster-making competition.

Associate professor Ritu P Naihar said thalassaemia is an inherited blood disorder.
An exhibition and a drawing
competition, for children with
thalassaemia disorder, were
organised. CMC medical superintendent Dr Anil Luther talked
about the prevention, treatment
and cure of thalassaemia.
Meanwhile, the blood bank
team organised the fifth annual
medicos blood donation camp,
wherein more than 100 donors
from medical fraternity of CMC
participated. Head of the department of paediatric medicine Dr
Inderpeet Sohi shared her views

on care and follow up of thalassaemia patients.
Head of the department of
child health nursing department
Premlata Prakash encouraged
the parents of thalassaemic children to promote a healthy lifestyle. Assistant professor Richa
Justin Hans educated the parents
about dietary modifications for
such children.
Clinical instructor Jatinder
Kaur highlighted the importance
of pre and post thalassaemia
counselling.
An information booklet on thalassaemia and its follow up was
distributed to the parents.

The community health nursing department observed the day
at the Islam Ganj on the theme
‘Give Blood, Give Life’.
The department of obstetrics
and gynecological nursing
observed the day on the theme
“Building bridges with and for
patients” at the Antenatal OPD.
Head of the department Dr
Kavita Bhatti shared her views
on assessment during prenatal,
antenatal and postnatal period.
TRAINING WORKSHOP
ON THALASSAEMIA
ORGANISED AT DMCH
The department of paediatrics of

Dayanand Medical College and
Hospital (DMCH) organised the
second Punjab state training
workshop on ‘Thalassemia’ for
doctors and nurses, which was
formally inaugurated by DMCH
Managing Society secretary
Prem Kumar Gupta. Gupta said
DMCH has always been ahead in
providing best quality treatment
to thalassaemic patients at most
affordable costs. The workshop
began with lecture by Dr Praveen
C Sobti on ‘introduction, clinical
diagnosis and laboratory investigations’ followed by lecture on
‘blood transfusion in thalassaemia major’ by Dr Amita Trehan.

educationnotes
Estate in the ICSE class 10 examinations with 96.8% followed by Tajdeep
Kaur with scored 96.6 % and Namya
Loomba stood third by scoring 96.4
%. . The school secured a 100%
pass-rate.

WORLD ASTHMA DAY
OBSERVED AT GREEN
GROOVE SCHOOL

n

Players in action during a match between SAI-STC Cuttack and Manipur Police Sport Club at Guru
HT PHOTO
Nanak Stadium in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
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LUDHIANA :Sethu FC put up a good
show to secure a comfortable 3-0
victory over Bangalore United
Football Club in the Hero Indian
Women’s League being played
at the Guru Nanak Stadium, on
Wednesday.
Nepalese striker Sabitra gave
Sethu FC the best of starts scoring an early goal in the 11th minute of the match.
Sandhya, another forward
for Sethu FC, doubled the lead in
the 42nd minute of the game net-

ting the ball into oppositions
half.
The second half continued
much in the same way as Sethu
FC hogged possession of the ball
and barely allowed the opponents to set up any counter
attack.
The score line read 3-0 when
Anita Basnet, another Nepalese
midfielder, who joined in as substitute, netted the ball in the
75th minute of the play.
In another match played at
the Guru Nanak Stadium, Manipur Police Sports Club decimated SAI-STC Cuttack by a

gargantuan score line of 10-0.
Bala Devi was the one to open
the account for Manipur Police
in the 10th minute and went on
to score seven goals in the match
in the 14th, 41st, (45+2), 54th,
78th and 83rd minute of the
game. With seven goals, Bala
Devi became the first women to
score seven goals in a match in
the Indian Women’s League history. Rina Roy Devi scored a
brace in the 38th and 81st minute of play while Heigrujam
Daya Devi scored another goal
in the 58th minute to mark an
impeccable victory.

130 cartons of illicit liquor
recovered from house, one held
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Sat Paul Mittal School
students excel in board exam
Ludhiana The students of Sat Paul
Mittal School excelled in the ICSE and
ISC examinations. In the class 12
examinations, Adheesh topped the
school in the science stream with 97.5
% , Akanksha topped in the Commerce stream with 97% and Anahat
Gill topped the school in humanities
with 98 %. In the class 10 exams,
Sanshika Garg secured first position
in the science stream with 98.4% and
Barbie topped in the commerce
stream with 97.6 % .

Red Cross Day celebrated
at USPC Jain Public School
n

Students during the Red Cross Day celebrations at UPSC Jain School in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

Sacred Heart students shine
in karate championship
LUDHIANA : Students of Sacred Heart
Convent Senior Secondary School,
Khanna, participated in the 11th
Sanshinkan Open Karate Championship 2019 held at Talkatora Indoor
Stadium on May 5. Ridit Garg and
Ansh of won a gold medal while
Vilohit Kalra and Akshit Kalra won a
bronze Medal in Kumite event.

n

Police officials with the accused and the seized cartons in Ludhiana
on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

house in Mayapuri and recovered
illicit liquor following a tip off.
During questioning the
accused told police that Kuldeep
had availed his house on rent for
storing things.

The ACP said that Sunil is
already facing trial in several
cases of liquor smuggling.
A case under Sections 61/1/14
of the Excise Act has been registered.

LUDHIANA: BCM School, Sec 32 ,
celebrated Red Cross Day on
Wednesday by the students of
Classes 1 to 8. Students of health Club
enacted a play on “Provide the firstaid and be a hero”. The students were
made aware of the importance of the
day, functioning of the Red Cross
Society and methods of rendering
first-aid. Principal DP Guleria highlighted the importance of volunteers
who have dedicated their lives to
helping those in need.

Delhi Public School students
bring laurels to school
LUDHIANA: Students of Delhi Public
School, Khanna secured a 100%
pass-rate in the CBSE class 10 examinations . Shachi Gupta topped the
school with 98.6% , Pareekshit

LUDHIANA: USPC Jain Public School
and Elementary School, Chandigarh
Road, celebrated Red Cross Day on
Wednesday. President Shri Tarsem
Kumar Jain, General Secretary
Mohinder Paul Jain, Elementary
School Head Mohinder Paul Jain and
the Vinny Malhotra presided over the
event. The significance of International Committee of the Red Cross
and the reasons for celebrating this
day was explained to the students.

Presentation on importance of
learning foreign language held
LUDHIANA : BCM School ,Chandigharh Road organised a presentation
on the importance of learning a
foreign language under the British
Council International School Award
Project.

BCM students stage play
on the providing first-aid

LUDHIANA: As many as 130 cartons

of illicit liquor have been recovered from a house at Mayapuri on
the Tibba road, police said on
Wednesday.
The main accused managed to
escape, while his accomplice
landed in the police net.
The arrested accused has been
identified as Sunil Mehra, alias
Sonu of Mayapuri. The other
accused, Kuldeep Singh of Mayapuri is yet to be arrested, the
police said.
Assistant commissioner of
police (ACP, East) Davinder
Chaudhary said police along with
paramilitary forces raided at a

LUDHIANA : Green Grove School
observed World Asthma Day. Dr
Gulati from SMO Civil Hospital
Khanna presided over the event . The
students were made aware of the
symptoms, causes and cures for the
disease. Parents of the students were
invited to participate in the seminar
and a check-up was organised by the
doctors. President JPS Jolly, chairperson Satinderjeet Kaur Jolly and
principal Suzy George thanked the
parents and doctors for their co-operation. Meanwhile, an investiture
ceremony was also organised.
Commanding officer Colonel RS
Parmar presided over the function.
Principal and vice principal Ronald
were also present. Paras Narula and
Navpreet Kaur of Class 12 were
selected as Head Boy and Head Girl,
respectively. Komal Aujla and Shivam
Nanchahal of Class 11 were elected as
president and vice-president,
respectively.

Pool party organised
at Peace Public School

n

Students during a pool party at Peace Public School in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

Sharma second with 97%. Anshita
Arora stood third by scoring 96.8%.
The school management congratulated the students, their parents and
the staff members on their achievement.

Poetry-recitation at GNPS
LUDHIANA: Guru Nanak Public
School, Birmi organised a poetry
recitation competition in English and
Punjabi for the students of classes 1
to 5. The participants were judged on
the basis of contents, diction and
presentation. Principal. Harjit K. Dua
lauded the students for their efforts.

All Sacred Heart students
pass board exam
LUDHIANA: Sacred Heart Convent
Senior Secondary school, Sahnewal
secured a 100% pass-rate in the CBSE
and ICSE examinations. In the class 10
examinations, Balraj Singh Gill
secured first position with 94.2%
followed by Ayush Sharma with
93.6%, and Nimrat Deol secured third
position with 93%. In the class 12

examinations,Rakesh Kumar topped
the Medical Stream with 88%,
Simranjot Kaur Sandhu non- medical
Stream with 87% and Davinder Singh
secured first position in the
Commerce stream scoring 90%
marks.

Declamation contest at
Sat Paul Mittal School
LUDHIANA : The 26th inter-school
Declamation Contest was organised
by Nehru Sidhant Kender Trust at
Mittal Auditorium of Sat Paul Mittal
School, Phase II, Dugri, Ludhiana to
commemorate the 55th death
anniversary of Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru. The contest was held in three
languages – English, Hindi & Punjabi,
where 52 Students from 26 Schools
participated. Avantika from Green
Land Senior Secondary Public School
stood first in English, Jashanpreet
Kaur from Kundan Vidya Mandir
stood first in Hindi and Rajveer
Kaur from RS Model Senior
Secondary School, Shastri Nagar
stood first in the Punjabi recitation

competition.

Ram Lal school students
bring laurels to school
LUDHIANA : Ram Lal Bhasin Public
School secured a 100% pass-rate in
the CBSE class 10 examinations .
Himanshi Gupta secured first position in the school with 92% and
Japanpreet Kaur secured second
position.

Sacred Heart Convent School
students shine in board exams
LUDHIANA : Sacred Heart Convent
School, Sector-39 secured a 100%
pass-rate in the ICSE class 12 examinations. Anushka Dayal secured first
position in the Medical Stream with
95.25 %. In Non Medical Stream
Simarpreet kaur and Ishika Arora
stood joint first with 93.75 %. Parneet
Kaur secured first position in the
Commerce Stream. The School
Administration congratulated the
students for their achievement.Bhavya Sharma topped the Sacred Heart
Convent School, Sector 39, Urban

LUDHIANA: Peace Public School
organised a splash pool party,
wherein the students of kindergarten bonded with their friends and
teachers.

Parents take part in various
activities held at BCM School
LUDHIANA: BCM School celebrated
Mothers Day . Dr. Disha Bagai
(Endodontic Specialist) and Sukhminder Kaur were the chief guests.
Mothers of KG students were invited
on the stage for various activities.

World Laughter Day
celebrated at Ryan Int’l
LUDHIANA : The Ryan International
School, Dugri, celebrated World
Laughter Day. a “Haasya Kavi Samelan” was organised in which the
students of classes 1 to 10 participated. The programme was enjoyed
by the audience.

Mount Carmel students
bring laurels to school
LUDHIANA: Mount Carmel school,
Garhshankar secured a 100% passrate in the ICSE class 10 examinations
. Sumanjeet Kaur topped the school
with 97%, followed by Alisha Aggarwal with 96.40% and Lata Kumari
secured third position with 95.60%.
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‘Humbled by people’s love’
facetoface

Ideally, I have no competition
with Bains. I am enjoying a
clean image. I am not facing
criminal cases like LIP chief
Bains, neither I have hopped
from one party to another.
Bains has changed four parties
so far. He is just a B-team of the
BJP and the SAD. A man, who
used to drive a scooter till a few
years ago, has now amassed
huge wealth and become a richest candidate of the Ludhiana
Lok Sabha seat. We have done
sting operations and exposed
corrupt government employees, but we never used these
operations for blackmailing.

DR TEJPAL SINGH GILL, AAP CANDIDATE
Mohit Khanna
n

mohit.khanna@htdigital.in

LUDHIANA: A rookie in politics,
32- year-old Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) candidate Dr Tejpal
Singh Gill, working as a contractual lecturer for ₹15,600 in a
private college at Narangwal, is
pitching himself as a face of the
unemployed educated youth of
the state. A PhD degree holder
in jail administration, Gill, considered to be an anonymous
candidate of AAP from the Ludhiana parliamentary constituency, is fighting against big
names in politics, including sitting member of Parliament
(MP) from Congress Ravneet
Singh Bittu, Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) spokesperson and an
old war horse Mahesh Inder
Singh Grewal and Lok Insaaf
Party (LIP) supremo Simarjeet
Singh Bains.

Your detractors are terming you a
non-entity. What you have to say?
I have been associated with the
party since 2014. I was personal
assistant to MLA (Raikot) Jagtar Singh Jagga, who turned a
rebel and joined a group, led by
Sukhpal Singh Khaira. The
party must have seen something in me and, that is why, I
have been given the opportunity to contest the election. I am
not a dynast like Ravneet Singh
Bittu, whose only qualification
is that he is a grandson of

former chief minister Beant
Singh. Besides that, he has
nothing to flaunt. He also
remained inaccessible to people
during his entire tenure as MP.
SAD candidate Mahesh Inder
Singh Grewal has spent nearly
50 years in active politics, but
what is his contribution to the
city. Experience matters if a
person has really delivered
results.
Yes, people do not know me.
But, no one knew AAP convener Arvind Kejriwal as well
before 2014. I started campaigning only 15 days ago and I am
humbled by the love I am
receiving from the people. I represent the young and educated
jobless youth of the state and
managing to strike a chord with
them.

Your opponents say you are not
even in the contention and all
the political parties are looking
forward to grab the 2.8 lakh votes,
which went to the then AAP candidate, HS Phoolka, during the 2014
election. Will you be able to repeat
the Phoolka magic?
Obviously, people are going to
vote for the AAP and, I believe,
that we will get more votes this
time. In 2014, we had no vision,
but people still showed faith in
us and Phoolka received an
encouraging response. Now,
people have seen our work. We
have performed in Delhi. I am
very much in the contention

What are the core issues according to you the city is facing?
n

AAP candidate Dr Tejpal Singh Gill is pitching himself as a face of
GURPREET SINGH/HT
the unemployed educated youth of the state

and confident of winning the
election.

How are you dealing with a
situation when so many workers,
including top leaders, are
deserting the party?
The Congress and the SAD see
us as a threat. So, they are trying to buy AAP leaders by hook
or crook. Those, who are leaving the party are ignoring the
fact that it was the party, which
had made them leaders from
volunteers and now they are
deserting it for their petty gains.
However, we have a huge volunteer base, that is still intact
and active. If people are leaving
the party, there are many others, who are joining us too. The
family of Congress leader and

Rajya Sabha member Shamsher Singh Dullo joined us. In
such a political scenario, people
keep coming and going.

In the previous election, the AAP
had won four seats, but now your
rivals are claiming that the AAP
candidates may forfeit their
security deposits?
No, absolutely not. We are in
the fight and in fact leading in
Bathinda, Sangrur, Fatehgarh
Sahib, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur,
Ludhiana and Anandpur
Sahib.

It is stated LIP chief Simarjeet
Singh Bains is vigorously looking
forward to grab your party’s vote
share. How are you managing the
situation?

Lok adalat in district on July 13
HT Correspondent
n

LOK ADALAT WILL BE
HELD IN LUDHIANA
DISTRICT COURTS
AND CIVIL COURTS IN
JAGRAON, KHANNA,
PAYAL AND SAMRALA

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA: The next National Lok

Adalat will be organised in
the district on July 13 as per
directions of National Legal
Services Authority (NLSA),
New Delhi, said District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) secretary-cum-chief judicial magistrate Ashish Abrol here on
Wednesday. Abrol said the adalat will be organised in the district courts here and civil courts
in Jagraon, Khanna, Payal and
Samrala.
He said cases related to bank
and insurance companies will
be taken up at the adalat.
Besides, cheque bounce,
money recovery, labour disputes, electricity and water bills
and other miscellaneous civil
cases would be taken up from
the pre-litigative category,
while criminal compoundable

n

Chief judicial magistrate
Ashish Abrol at a press
conference in Ludhiana on
HT PHOTO
Wednesday.

offences, matrimonial disputes,
land acquisition, service, revenue and other civil cases (rent,
easementary rights, injuction
suits, specific performance
suits) will be taken up from the
pending cases category.
A lok adalat is the best way
for cheap and quicker resolu-

tion of disputes, he said.
If a matter is settled at the lok
adalat, then the court fee paid by
a party at the time of filing a case
is refunded.
The disputes resolved
through the lok adalat are on the
basis of mutually acceptable
terms.
Abrol said if any person
wants his pending case to be
taken up in the lok adalat, he or
she can submit an application in
the respective court or in the
office of the secretary, DLSA.
If an undertrial wants to have
a lawyer under the free legal aid

There has to be an immediate
solution to the pollution of the
Buddha Nullah, which has
become a bane for residents of
Ludhiana. So many people are
suffering from hepatitis C (kala
piliya disease) due to the polluted water of the nullah. If
elected, I am going to set up my
office near the nullah to continuously monitor the progress of
the cleaning work. Further,
special emphasis needs to be
laid on reviving the small-scale
industry, which has been
ruined due to the imposition of
the goods and services tax
(GST) and other ‘anti-industry’
policies of the government.
Healthcare and education are
the other areas, that need special attention. If elected, I will
set up mohalla clinics and
smart schools on the lines of
Delhi.

PSPCL pensioners
hold protest

scheme, then he can contact the
DLSA, which will provide him a
lawyer free of cost.
He said a lok adalat is one of
the alternative dispute
redressal mechanisms, it is a
forum where disputes/cases
pending in the court of law or at
pre-litigation stage are settled/
compromised amicably.
Lok adalats have been given
statutory status under the Legal
Services Authorities Act, 1987.
Under the said Act, the award
(decision) made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to be a decree of a
civil court and is final and binding on all parties and no appeal
against such an award lies
before any court of law.
If the parties are not satisfied
with the award of the lok adalat
though there is no provision for
an appeal against such an
award, but they are free to initiate litigation by approaching
the appropriate court.

LUDHIANA : Members of the Cen-

tral zone pensioners’ union of
the Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd (PSPCL) held a protest here on Wednesday. The
union’s senior vice-president
Pal Singh claimed that pensioners of other states were getting
exemption in power bills, but the
PSPCL management had failed
to provide the facility to its pensioners in the state.
He accused the PSPCL of
delaying the cashless treatment
scheme and not giving required
pay ban to employees. “We will
intensify the stir, if demands are
not accepted,” said Singh. HTC
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POLLBUZZ
Bains amassed wealth via sting operations: Bittu
LUDHIANA: Congress candidate
Ravneet Singh Bittu and MLA
Kuldeep Singh Vaid from Gill
constituency addressed meetings at Jassar, Seelon Khurd,
Seelon Kallan, Bhutta,
Shankar, Mukandpur, Gurm,
Butahri, Nangal, Kaind and
Ghawaddi on Wednesday.
Bittu slammed Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
exploiting sentiments of the
people by emphasising acts of
the defence forces after the
Pulwama attack and keeping
mum on the public issues such
as the promise of ‘achhey din’
(good days), unemployment,
rising prices etc. He said Modi
had, in fact, failed to fulfil any
of the promises made during
the 2014 elections. He claimed
that these elections will be a
referendum on “anti-people”
policies of the Modi government such as demonetisation,
rising prices, unemployment,
etc.
Attacking LIP leader and
PDA candidate Simarjeet
Singh Bains, Bittu accused

n

Congress candidate Ravneet Singh Bittu with his supporters at
HT PHOTO
a poll meeting in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

him of being a ‘ known blackmailer’, as he used to extort
money from officials through
sting operations. He said
Bains must tell voters how he
had manage to amass a huge
wealth in a short span of political career and built a palatial
bungalow in over 11 acres of
costly land in spite of the worst
financial crunch prevailing all
around.
He said no wonder that he
disclosed in the affidavit sub-

mitted to the EC that as many
as 62 FIRs of criminal cases,
including serious offences u/s
307 of the IPC, are pending
against him.
On SAD candidate Mahesh
Inder Singh Grewal, Bittu said
his only political contribution
as adviser to CM for 10 years
was his ‘ill-advice’ to save the
persons accused of desecration of Shri Guru Granth
Sahib and killers of the Sikh
youths at Behbal Kalan.

SAD-BJP strengthened peace in Punjab: Brar
LUDHIANA: Former MP and
Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) vice-president Jagmeet
Singh Brar said here on
Wednesday that the SAD-BJP
alliance had strengthened
peace and brotherhood in Punjab. Similarly, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had lifted the
status of the country at the
international level, besides
providing a strong leadership
to the nation, he added.
Addressing a series of public
meetings in support of the Akali-BJP candidate from Ludhiana parliamentary constituency Mahesh Inder Singh
Grewal here, Brar appealed to
people to strengthen the hands
of the Akali Dal and the BJP
as the two parties had proved
that it was not just a political
alliance, but social bonding as
well. The senior Punjab politician, who has served for two
terms as an MP, maintained
that the opposition at the
national level was leaderless.
He cautioned people against
wasting their vote by casting it
for the Congress or anyone
else.
“The writing is on the wall

n

SAD candidate Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal (4th from left)
during a public meeting in Ludhiana on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

and Narendra Modi is once
again going to be the PM of the
country and it will be better if
you choose an MP who belongs
to the ruling alliance,” he said,
while adding the opposition
had neither any ideology nor
any programme for the country other than not letting Modi
to become the Prme Minister.
Grewal said he was touched
and overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from the
people. He said people of Punjab know as who shielded the

guilty of 1984 riots and who
brought them to book. They
also know who opened the Kartarpur Sahib corridor.
“If Punjab and the Punjabis
have a friend at the Centre, it is
the BJP and Prime Minister
Modi, who personally ensured
that those guilty of the 1984
riots were brought to book,” he
claimed, adding, “Now is the
time to acknowledge what
Modi has done for us”.
COMPILED BY
ANEESHA SAREEN KUMAR

Forum asks LIT to give possession
of plot to complainant in a month
Harvinder Kaur
n

harvinder.kaur@htlive.com

LUDHIANA : Taking a note of the

discrepancies on the part of the
Ludhiana Improvement Trust
(LIT) in giving the possession of
a plot to a complainant on time,
the district consumer redressal
forum has asked the Trust to
hand over the possession of the
plot within one month (before
June 2), failing which the Trust
will have to pay 12% interest per
annum on the deposited amount
of ₹6 lakh from May 3, the date of
the issue of the order.
The forum also directed the

Trust to pay a compensation of
₹40,000 for mental agony and
harassment along with litigation expenses amounting to
₹10,000 to the complainant, who
had moved the forum against
the LIT on December 2, 2016.
Jaswinder Pal Singh, a resident of Janta Nagar, had filed a
complaint against the LIT stating that the Trust had failed to
hand over the possession of the
plot even though he had already
deposited ₹6 lakh out of ₹19.5
lakh, the total cost of the plot.
In his complaint to the forum,
Singh said that the LIT had
allotted him plot number 395

measuring 125 square yards
under the Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Pakhowal Road Scheme.
He said, “After I deposited
25% of the cost, I applied for the
possession of the plot on September 16, 2016, but my application was declined by the Trust,
claiming that the plot was not in
their possession.”
Meanwhile, the LIT, in its
reply, contended that the plot in
question was under litigation as
it was unlawfully occupied by a
person named Gajjan Singh and
the property could not be delivered to the complainant.
In his response to the expla-

nation given by the Improvement Trust , Singh, who argued
his case himself, asserted that
though it was not the liability of
the LIT to hand over the possession as it was illegally occupied
earlier, but the Trust is at fault
for not pursuing the matter and
calling him even after the Punjab and Haryana high court had
dismissed the writ petition filed
by Gajjan Singh on November
11, 2017.
He also questioned the
LIT for not calling him up to get
the possession of the plot till
date even though the property
had already been vacated.

informationyoucanuse
POLICE CONTROL
ROOM
100, 98158-00251, 0161-241-4932, 933
Community Police Resource Centre
0161-241-4943, 0161-502-7043
TRAFFIC HELPLINE
1073, 0161-277-0012
SENIOR CITIZENS’ HELPLINE
1090
WOMEN HELPLINE
1091, 78370-18555
CHILDREN HELPLINE
1098
RED CROSS SOCIETY BLOOD BANK
0161-244-1257

FREE AMBULANCE
SERVICE
108

FIRE SERVICE
101
n Fire station (Ludhiana headquarters)
– 0161- 275-0764
n Fire station Khanna – 01628-221-343
n Fire station Samrala – 01628-262-100
n Fire station Jagraon – 01624-223-230

HOSPITALS
n
n
n
n
n
n

n Ludhiana civil hospital – 01612223999, 0161261577
n Jagraon civil hospital - 01624-257749
CMCH - 98148-29303, 01612115100, 5289, 5276
DMCH - 98155-55101
Hero DMC Heart Institute – 0161-230-4282
ESIC Model Hospital – 0161-277-2435
GTB Charitable Hospital – 0161-437-7100
Fortis hospital – 0161-522-2333

LUDHIANA

n SPS hospital – 887-202-7036
n Mohan Dai Oswal Cancer Hospital – 0161-509-4540
n GADVASU Veterinary Clinic – 0161-241-4010, 4011

13005
12014
12242

CIVIC HELPLINES

12716

n PSPCL (for power-related complaints) - 1912
n PPCB (for pollution-related complaints)
– 0161-267-2055
n MC’s fogging facility – 0161-277-1499
n MC helpline number (water supply, sewerage,
roads, streetlights and other complaints)
– 0161-274-8412
n MC’s toll-free helpline - 1800-1800-024
n MC’s flood control room - 0161-2749120
n District-level flood control room – 0161-243-3100
n Ludhiana Improvement Trust’s enquiry
number - 0161-525-5404

RAILWAY HELPLINES
n 182 – For security issue
n 138 – For medical emergency, food and catering and
cleanliness
n 139 – To enquire about PNR status, arrival,
departure and fare

RAILWAY
SCHEDULE

DEPARTURE TIMINGS
Train no
12426
12425
12445
12446
12903
14682

Destination
Rajdhani (Jammu to New Delhi)
Rajdhani (New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(New Delhi to Jammu)
Sampark Kranti
(Jammu to New Delhi)
Golden Temple Mail
(Mumbai to Amritsar)
Intercity
(Jalandhar City to New Delhi)

Timing
00:15am
01:07am
01:42am
01:35am
02:47am
05:25am

12460
12411
12054
12926
12029
12919
12497
12920
12925
12498
12715
12030
12241
12459
12053
12412
12013
13006
14681
12904

Howrah Mail (Howrah to Amritsar) 05:50am
Shatabdi (Amritsar to New Delhi) 07:02am
Chandigarh Superfast
(Amritsar to Chandigarh)
07:20am
Sachkhand Express
(Amritsar to Hazur Sahib)
07:55am
Intercity (Amritsar to New Delhi) 08:40am
Intercity (Chandigarh to Amritsar) 09:10am
Jan Shatabdi (Amritsar to Haridwar) 09:03am
Paschim Exp (Amritsar to Bandra) 10:35am
Swarna Shatabdi
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
11:33am
Malwa (Indore to Jammu)
11:15am
Shan-e-Punjab
(New Delhi to Amritsar)
12:07pm
Malwa (Jammu to Indore)
01:50pm
Paschim Ex. (Bandra to Amritsar) 04:52pm
Shan-e-Punjab
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
05:23pm
Sachkhand Express
(Hazur Sahib to Amritsar)
05:55pm
Swarna Shatabdi
(Amritsar to New Delhi)
06:55pm
Chandigarh Superfast
(Chandigarh to Amritsar)
06:57pm
Intercity (New Delhi to Amritsar) 07:20pm
Jan Shatabdi (Haridwar to Amritsar) 07:35pm
Intercity (Amritsar to Chandigarh) 07:55pm
Shatabdi (New Delhi to Amritsar) 08:20pm
Howrah Mail (Amritsar to Howrah) 09:15pm
Intercity
(New Delhi to Jalandhar City)
10:35pm
Golden Temple Mail
(Amritsar to Mumbai)
11:59pm

FLIGHTS
SCHEDULE
Alliance Air Flight from
Sahnewal airport to Delhi
(Only Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday)
Ludhiana 4:20pm, New Delhi 5:35pm
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Three students from city
share 3rd spot in Class 10

WRITESTUFF

Perfect the ‘heart’ of reading
CHICK LIT CHOICES Who
doesn’t like lighthearted
romances and happily-everafter endings?

PSEB RESULTS All the three got 99% by scoring 644 marks out of 650
HT Correspondent
n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

Aishwarya Khosla
LUDHIANA: Three students from
Ludhiana city have shared the
third spot at state level, along
with four others, on the merit
list of Class-10 results
released by the Punjab School
Education Board (PSEB)
on Wednesday.
Abhigyan Kumar, Aneesha
Chopra and Soni Kaur shared
the third spot with 99% by scoring 644 marks out of 650.
Abhigyan Kumar from BCM
Senior Secondary School, Focal
Point, Ludhiana, is a son of a
security guard who works at a
private store and wants to
become an engineer.
“My parents have sacrificed a
lot and it is my dream to make
them happy. I used to study for
about 18 hours a day and the
hard work has finally paid off,”
he said.
Aneesha Chopra, a student of
Nankana Sahib Model High
School, Janta Nagar, wants to
become an IAS officer.
Stating mathematics and
English to be her strong subjects,
she said she focused on the board
textbooks and practised
previous years’ papers. Her
father Pawan Kumar is an advocate and her mother Muskan is a
housewife.

DAUGHTER OF
LABOURER PROVES
HER METTLE
Soni Kaur, a student of Government Model Senior Secondary
School, Miller Ganj, Dholewal, is
a daughter of a labourer. Soni
said she wants to become a judge
so that she can weed-out corruption from the society.
She said she had made a
schedule and revised her lessons
everyday.
She said, “I used to study late
at night to score well in exams
because I helped my mother with
household work after school.”
Fond of English, Soni said, “I
faced difficulties in forming sentences but to score good marks in
the subject, I practised a lot and
read other books.My English
teacher Inderjit Singh motivated
me and helped me achieve the
score ”
Her father Balwinder Singh

n

n

n

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

LUDHIANA : Assistant sub-inspec-

tor (ASI) Dharminder Singh,
who is posted as in-charge of
police post at civil hospital, was
duped of ₹9.2 lakh by fraudsters,
said police on Wednesday.
Dharminder Singh in his complaint stated that on Tuesday, a
bank official called him to inform

and Boons and Harlequin romances,
as newly-minted teens under the
blanket aided by torchlight?
Though these romances continue
to skew our expectations of love,
chick-lit and dare we say jock-lit are
all the rage even now, with many
books penned by Indian authors.
Can love be found on matrimonial
sites? Must all romances end with a
happily ever after? If these questions
impinge upon your thoughts time
and again, Ravinder Singh’s I Too
Had A Love Story is a must-read for
you. The book is an absolute tearjerker and has stubbornly refused to
budge from the bestseller list for six
years.
Touted as the queen of racy reads,
Nikita Singh has eleven novellas in
the genre under her belt. Those unfamiliar with her work might want to
pick up Accidentally In Love, which
explores a no-strings-attached relationship between a model and a photographer in India’s cut-throat fashion industry.
Can a victim of sexual abuse fall in
love again? Durjoy Datta, the reigning king of romances, answers this

Soni Kaur with her teachers at Government Model Senior Secondary School, Miller Ganj, Dholewal, in
GURPREET SINGH/HT
Ludhiana on Wednesday.

n

Abhigyan Kumar of BCM Senior Secondary School, Focal Point, celebrating his success with his family
GURMINDER SINGH/HT
in Ludhiana on Wednesday.

earns ₹8,000 per month and her
mother Rajinder Kaur is a
housewife.
Gurwinder Kaur, principal of
Government Model Senior Secondary School, Miller Ganj,
Dholewal, congratulated the
hardworking student and dedicated teachers for this achievement.

TWO GIRLS FROM
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
BAG NINTH SPOT
Paramjit Kaur of Government
High School, Rurka,and Komal
Kumari of Government Girls
High School, Ramgarh,
Samrala Road, bagged ninth
position in the state by scoring
98.31%.

›

I faced difficulties in
forming sentences
but to score good marks
in English, I practised a lot.
SONI KAUR, Government Model
Senior Secondary School, Miller Ganj

SAYS NEITHER DID HE
EVER GIVE HIS DEBIT
CARD TO ANYONE NOR
SHARED HIS PIN
him about the cash withdrawal.
He immediately blocked his
debit card. The ASI suspects the
involvement of bank employees
in the crime.

Singh added that he has an
account at State Bank of India,
New Court Complex.
He added that he had no idea
about the transactions and has
neither ever given his debit card
or shared his PIN with anyone.
After scanning the account
statement he found that cash
withdrawals were being made
from his account from March 1.
Sub-inspector Tarsem Singh

said that a case under Sections
420 (Cheating and dishonestly
inducing delivery of property),
120 B (criminal conspiracy), 465
(forgery), 467 (forgery of valuable security or will), 468 (forgery
for purpose of cheating), 471
(using as genuine a forged document or electronic record) and
380 (theft in dwelling house) of
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has been
registered.

n

question in Our Impossible Love.
Datta also gives readers a glimpse of
India’s vast socio-economic divide
and the impact of consumerism.

Durjoy Datta, Sudeep Nagarkar and
Kiera Cass are popular.
GETTY IMAGES

Ever fantasised about falling in
love with an intelligence officer on a
dangerous mission? Perhaps, you
should consider perusing through
The Secrets We Keep by Sudeep
Nagarkar.
Ask Capital Book Depot owner
Ajay Arora if the books have been
rightly dubbed ‘chick-lit’, he says
men too read them, surreptitiously of
course. “I of course read them openly
as I do all books in the store,” he
laughs.
Shivani Jaswal from The Browser
says other books doing well in the
genre are The One by Kiera Cass, Me
One And Only by Kristan Higgins
and Summer In The Sun by Nora
Roberts.

UNIDENTIFIED
BODY FOUND
FROM DRAIN
IN PATIALA

Firemen took nine hours to
douse chemical unit blaze

HT Correspondent

LUDHIANA: The firefighters and
residents of Focal Point, Phase 5,
had a sleepless night when a
major fire broke out at a chemical
unit Parkash Chemicals on Tuesday. The flames were doused
around 3am, nine hours after the
fire broke out.
The fire broke out as a result of
a chemical tanker coming in contact with spark from high tension
wires from a nearby electricity
pole.
The explosions created panic
in the area.The residents were
not allowed to enter their homes
till the time the fire was put out.
The power supply was also
snapped due to high tension wires
hanging over the unit.
President of the council of
engineers Kapil Arora criticised
the local bodies department for
not upgrading the fire safety
department.
Arora said the firefighters did
not have required equipment or
material to douse the flames
which spread due to the presence
of chemicals.
He added that the fire fighters
were dousing the flames with
water, which in turn, intensified
the flames.

n

ASI loses ₹9.2 lakh to fraudsters
HT Correspondent

aishwarya.khosla@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH: Remember reading Mills

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA:An unidentified man was
found murdered near a drain
passing through Patiala-Rajpura Road here on Wednesday.
The incident came to light
when locals spotted a dead body
floating in the drain due to foul
smell emanating from it.
Police said, “It appears the
victim was strangulated to death
as there are marks on his neck.
He was also attacked with a
sharp-edged weapons.”
Prima facie crime was committed at some other place and
the body was dumped here few
days back, police said.
There was no recovery of any
identity proof or mobile phone
from the body. “We have circulated the deceased’s photograph
with details of identification
marks at all police stations so
that he can be identified,” police
said.
A case has been registered
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) and 201 (destruction
of evidence) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) against unidentified
persons.

ludhiana@hindustantimes.com

n

Firefighters had a tough time dousing multiple infernos which were
reported from different parts of the city within a span of few hours,
HT PHOTO
including the one at Machhiwara (above).

TWO MORE FIRE
INCIDENTS WERE
REPORTED ON THE
INTERVENING NIGHT
OF TUESDAY AND
WEDNESDAY
Fire station officer Shristi
Nath said the fire fighters had the
required amount of firefighting
foam which could be used to suppress the fire.
It took nine hours to control
the flames due to the presence of

large amount of chemicals and
firefighters were unable to go
near the unit due to the explosions of chemical drums.
Meanwhile, two more fire incidents were reported on the intervening night of Tuesday and
Wednesday including fire at dyeing unit in Focal Point, Phase 3.
A major tragedy was averted
as the fire broke out in the boiler
installed in the unit and was controlled before the boiler exploded.
An overlock machine also
caught fire in a factory in Sundar
Nagar area.
No casualties were reported.

CBSECLASS12RESULTS
SACRED HEART
CONVENT
SCHOOL
Sarabha Nagar,
Ludhiana >>

Anushka Chaudhary,
98.2%, non-medical

Nitya Mahajan,
97.8%, humanities

Nivisha Jain, 97.6%,
humanities

Harmehar Kaur,97.2%,
commerce

Arshneet Kaur Sethi,
97%, medical

Mannat Kalra, 96.8%,
commerce

Sandhya Dung Dung,
96.6%, humanities

Mehak Kaur Bhatia,
96.6%, medical

Diya Maini, 96.2%,
commerce

Mehar Kaur Chahal,
96.2%, humanities

Anshulreet Kaur, 96%,
commerce

Ankit Kumar, 96%,
commerce

Ishika Sood, 96%,
commerce

Ishika Jain, 96%,
commerce

Chirag Gupta, 95.8%,
commerce

Harneet Kaur, 95.8%,
commerce

Muskan Goel, 95.8%,
commerce

Mahika Bansal, 95.8%,
non medical

Ishika Garg, 95.8%,
commerce

Ishita Garg, 95.6%,
commerce

Mehtab Singh Bhatti,
95.6%, commerce

Agam Aggarwal, 95.6%,
commerce

Gaurish Gupta, 95.6%,
commerce

Rahul Goyal, 95.6%,
commerce

Saakhi Kaur Ahuja,
95.6%, medical

Sarthak Gupta, 95.4%,
non medical

Tanvi Sehgal, 95.4%,
commerce

Janavi Jain, 95.2%,
humanities

Nikhil Chaudhary,
95.2%, humanities

SPRING DALE
PUBLIC SCHOOL

NOTE TO SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
School principals are welcome to send good
quality photos of students who have scored
95% or more in the CBSE Class 10 and 12
examinations for publication to
htschoolresults@gmail.com. Please include
name of student, his or her score, stream in
Class 12 and school name.

Sherpur Road,
Ludhiana >>

Gurinayat Sarna,
95.2%, commerce

Supreet Singh Dhillon,
95%, non-medical

Palak Aggarwal, 95%,
commerce

Manroop Kaur, 96%,
humanities

Naina Aggarwal, 95.8%,
humanities

Rishav Bajaj, 95.8%,
commerce

Misbah Aslam, 95.4%,
humanities
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‘I’LLMAKETHE
PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

W
Vicky
Kaushal
PHOTO: PAUL
DAVID MARTIN

‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.

V

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

F

‘Not sitting at home because of lack
of work’
Juhi Chakraborty
ost aspiring actors
dream of landing a
special project on the
big screen as their first
break. But Harleen Sethi’s
career has panned out a little
differently. The actor’s
showbiz journey started with a
short film and a web series. So,
did she ever try bagging a film
to mark her entry in showbiz?
“Who doesn’t want to be a
film heroine. I do, too. But I
have had a different kind of a
journey and I am very happy
and content with where I am.
Also, I have always turned
down work. Today, if I am
sitting at home, it is not
because I don’t have work, but
because I am not taking up just
about any offer that comes my
way,” shares Harleen, adding
that she does have a plan in
place for her career.
“There are certain roles
that I want to do and for that
to happen, I will have to be
patient,” she adds. But there
is something brewing and the
actor says she will soon make
an announcement. In the
meantime, Harleen is keeping
busy with all kinds of activities
including dance lessons.
“It does get frustrating
waiting for work to come to
you. But one can utilise it to
learn new things during the
period. It is the best time to
hone your skill set. I have
started learning Indian
classical dance. I am trying to
utilise this time more
productively,” the actor says.
And when it comes to films,
Harleen is looking at strong
roles, the taste of which she
got with her web series,
Broken But Beautiful.
“I was really lucky to get
that role. In films also,
there are many writers and
directors who are writing
stories around female
characters. I agree that there
is still more stuff being written
for male actors because there
is the factor that the hero pulls
the crowd to theatres. But it is
slowly changing,” she says. “I
want to be part of such projects
and that is why I haven’t
signed just any random film,”
Harleen concludes.
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

‘EVEN SO-CALLED
HEROES FEEL
THAT THEY
SHOULD PLAY A
CHARACTER’

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

e has never been one to
bother about whether he
got lead or supporting
roles. Actor Sanjay Mishra
(below) continues to do every
role that he is offered, even if
small in terms of screen time,
to the best of his abilities.
We ask if he’s happy that the
lines between lead and the
character actors are blurring,
with Neena Gupta (his co-star
in his next, thriller film
Gwalior) being seen as the one
who led the show in Badhaai
Ho (2018). He agrees: “Today,
actors are leading the show.
Even so-called heroes feel they
should play a character, as
without it, you can’t be an
actor. Even Shah Rukh Khan
plays a character only, right?
Like in Chak De India, Rab Ne
Bana Di Jodi... it’s not Shah
Rukh Khan. We call them a
‘hero’. But it’s good that the
canvas for stories is opening
up.” He cites his own film,
Gwalior. “Alag-alag characters
ki kahaani hai. Why should
anyone watch Gwalior? It’s the
story of a husband-wife. We
won’t be singing songs riding
on motorcycles. Characteroriented films are being made,
that’s how a Neena Gupta
becomes a leading lady!” says
Sanjay, who was seen in Total
Dhamaal this year, and has led
films such as Aankhon Dekhi
(2014 ) and Kadvi Hawa (2017).

Harleen Sethi starred in the web series Broken But
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ ITSHARLEENSETHI
Beautiful

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.

Ekta
Kapoor
PHOTO: HTBS
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SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness
#love #togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss
house, but separated soon after.
Ankit earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T

Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN

HTC

snehamahadevan@htlive.com

Dutts want kids to grow up without any pressure
Rishabh Suri
n the professional front,
actor Sanjay Dutt is on a
high, with big-ticket
projects such as Sadak 2 and
Panipat in his kitty. In his
personal life, too, he finds a
source of joy in his twin
children — son Shahran and
daughter Iqra.
Recently, Sanjay and his
wife Maanayata were
beaming because their

O

H

n

part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

STOP PRESS

Rishabh Suri

M

n

ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

Sanjay and Maanayata Dutt and
(inset) their kids Shahran
(second from left) and Iqra (third
from right) with friends
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

children had bagged awards
for a sport they both excel in
— swimming!
“It was a moment of pride
for Sanjay and Maanayata,
who are doting parents and
encouraged Shahran and Iqra
to take up a sport like
swimming. Very few people
know that both Sanjay and
Maanyata were veterans in
the sport themselves! Hence,
it was a natural step to
inculcate it in their children
as well. It therefore comes as
no surprise that both children
bagged gold medals at a recent
inter-school swimming
competition,” a source says.
The source adds Sanjay and
his wife are very careful about
giving their children a
sheltered upbringing, away
from the public glare. “They
don’t want their children to
grow up with any kind of
pressure from the attention
they get for being star kids.
Hence, they always encourage
Shahran and Iqra to do
normal things like other
children of their age,” adds
the source.

My husband has always been an honest man,
says Aaliya Siddiqui
Rishabh Suri
he’s the wife of one of the
most-acclaimed actors in
the film industry. And
Aaliya Siddiqui has always
been a pillar of strength to
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Even
during the phase when the
actor was embroiled in a
controversy, over his memoir
in 2017, which detailed his life
experiences and made
revelations about his affairs
with two female actors. Things
went so out of hand that the
book had to be recalled.
On how it affected him,
Aaliya says, “He had said the
truth. What percentage of
people want to hear the truth
in their lives? He had that
courage, he said ‘This was
there in my life’. Ek part sabki
life mein hota hai. There’s a
thing that people didn’t like it,
and they stopped it, but he felt
that he should tell the truth.”

S

So, has that now made him
reconsider being too honest at
times? “He has always said the
truth. He is like that at home
too. He just said ‘maine bol
diya’. Woh kyun aapki wajah
se apne aap ko badlenge?
Unhone apni pehchaan banayi
hai. He’s a good man, a good
father, husband. Media yeh
sab kya hota hai, mujhe pata
nahi tha. He’s a good son too,
he knows the value of
everything,” says Aaliya,
who has recently turned
producer.
Her first film will be a biopic
on Padma Vibhushan folk
singer Teejan Bai, and she is
considering three female
actors for the lead role. “Vidya
Balan, Rani Mukerji and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. No
one can do this role except [one
of] these three. We haven’t
finalised anyone yet,” Aaliya
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Aaliya and
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
MAY 9, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

Hiten Tejwani
was recently
seen in
Kalank

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh BachchaN didN’t charge
aNy moNey for his work iN the 2006
film, DarNa Zaroori Hai, aNd his
shots were all filmed iN oNe day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3080
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are
others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of the
trend but says he does not
want to rush into things.
“I would love to do a biopic.
It can be on TV, film or web.
And why not? Biopics make
for an engaging watch and the
kind of reaction it gets from
everyone is evident from how
popular they become. But I
think it’s really not easy to
play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says.
The actor then goes on to
give the example of Ranbir
Kapoor in Sanju (2018), where
the former played the role of
his industry colleague and
senior Sanjay Dutt. Hiten feels
that when you have a real life

I dwell iN ____________. - Emily DickiNsoN (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

Shreya Mukherjee

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

I

Biopics make for an
engaging watch and
the kind of reaction it
gets from everyone is
evident from how
popular they become...
If ever I get an
opportunity, I would
lap it up for sure.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

reference it becomes all the
more important to make the
part look convincing. He also
praises Ranbir for doing a
good job.
“If ever I get an opportunity,
I would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time and
effort too. It would give me a
different kind of adrenaline
rush to play such a character.
What’s more important is that
the mannerisms of the person I
am portraying on screen
should be correct or else the
audience might not be able to
connect,” adds the actor,
known for hit TV shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi and Kutumb.
So who would he like to play
onscreen? Hiten pauses for a
while before adding, “I don’t
have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting. It
all depends on the maker of the
project. If he or she thinks that
I fit a part then I am sure I will
be approached.”
n

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

HITEN TEJWANI ACTOR

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

HitenTejwani
wantstoplay
ahistoricalfigure

DT IIO
HUISS
TART LY
ADENBP

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Blood
Diamond at
1420

EDITOR’S
PICK

0911 Wild Wild
West
1100 The Adventures of
Tintin
1252 Due Date
1420 Blood Diamond
1651 Godzilla
1900 What A Girl Wants
2100 Justice League
2312 Ocean’s Eight

War of The Planet of The
Apes at 1402

Sniper Ghost Shooter at 1342

1020 Men In Black 3
1217 The Boss Baby
1402 War of The Planet of
The Apes
1640 Ice Age
1818 Life of Pi
2050 Ong Bak
2257 Thor

1202 Fearless Hyena II
1342 Sniper Ghost Shooter
1517 King Arthur: Legend of
The Sword
1719 Surf’s Up 2: WaveMania
1845 Valerian And The City Of A
Thousand Planets
2100 Brick Mansion
2232 Saturday Night Fever

Padman at 1415

Spyder at 2100

1102 Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya
1415 Padman
1708 Yamlok
2000 Jumanji: Welcome To
The Jungle
2234 Veere Di Wedding

0928 Daring Baaz 3
1219 Shoorveer
1508 Daring Baaz
1808 The Real Tiger
2100 Spyder
2346 Mahaveer

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Policegiri at 2100
1145 Bharjari
1440 Border
1810 Masterpiece
2100 Policegiri
2350 Aankhen

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED BY PRESSREADER

PressReader.com +1 604 278 4604
ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY . ORIGINAL COPY

COPYRIGHT AND PROTECTED BY APPLICABLE LAW

ENTERTAINMENT htcity

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIGARH
TH U RS DAY, M AY 09 , 20 1 9

It ain’t all roses: Kylie
Minogue on fame
op star Kylie Minogue says
being famous is not a cake
walk and the celebrity
status comes with a lot of
“work, graft and insecurity”.
She said success at times
has a negative impact but it is
important to stay strong. ‘‘(It)
takes a lot of work, graft and
insecurity — not always what
the wrapped-up end product
looks like. There have been
times when I’ve thought, ‘I just
can’t.’ But you’ve got to take
the knocks because they’re
always coming. It ain’t all
roses. But maybe otherwise it
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WONDERWOMAN’S
MUM? NO,THANKS

wouldn’t be as sweet in the
end,” Minogue told The
Sunday Times Style magazine.
After spending four decades
in the entertainment industry,
the singer is still in no mood to
slow down. “I don’t know how
much time I’ve got before my
showbiz hips and knees start
to protest. They’ll be like,
‘You’ve been treading those
boards for a long time, we
think you should slow down a
bit.’ I keep threatening my
team that I’m going to retire,”
she added.

harlize Theron has
revealed she was offered
to play mother to Gal
Gadot’s Wonder Woman
in the DC superhero origin
story, a pitch she described as
a “slap in the face”.
The 43-year-old actor, who
is nine years elder to Gadot,
shared the incident on Watch
What Happens Live With
Andy Cohen.
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“This is a great example of
how Hollywood like slaps you
in the face when you start
ageing,” she said.
Theron — who won the
Academy Award for 2004’s
Monster — laughed and said
that she thought she was
talking with someone in
Hollywood to play Wonder
Woman.
“And I was like, ‘I’m not

familiar with it. What does
Wonder Woman really do?’
And this person said, ‘No, it’s
for Wonder Woman’s mom.’ It
was the defining moment
when I crossed over. And I
wasn’t fully aware of it,” she
added.
Eventually, the role of
Hippolyta was played by the
53-year-old Connie Nielsen.

This is a great example
of how Hollywood
like slaps you in the
face when you start
ageing.
CHARLIZE THERON ACTOR
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Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoTepisode
ctor Jessica Chastain
took a dig at the makers
of Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode,
Sandor ‘The Hound’ Clegane
tells Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left
King’s Landing with him, she
would not have faced villains
like Petyr ‘Littlefinger’
Baelish and Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all
my life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted XMen: Dark Phoenix, took to
Twitter Tuesday to call out
the series for crediting
Sansa’s victimisation in order
to grow. “Rape is not a tool to
make a character stronger. A
woman doesn’t need to be
victimised in order to become
a butterfly. The #littlebird
was always a Phoenix. Her

A

PHOTO: BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS

EVANGELINE
LILLY TO STAR
IN HAPPY LIFE
ctors Evangeline Lilly
and Ike Barinholtz are set
to play the lead roles in
independent comedy Happy
Life. According to Variety,
David Stassen has been roped
in to write and direct the
project. The film will mark his
feature directorial debut.
Stassen and Barinholtz are
also producing the film,
alongside Andrew Robinson
and Aperture Media
Productions.
Lilly will play the role of a
new mom who suspects her
husband, played by
Barinholtz, of having an affair
with an Instagram star. “One
mistake after another leads
her into the arms of a younger
man as she struggles to come
to terms with her life
decisions and be the mother
she aspires to be,” the plot
synopsis read.
The production on the
project is scheduled to begin
PTI
sometime this year.
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prevailing strength is solely
because of her. And her alone.
#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote.
Baelish, through the
seasons, manipulated Sansa
according to his needs while
posing as her protector and
mentor. It was, Littlefinger,
who orchestrated the
execution of Sansa’s father
Ned Stark, deaths of Jon
Arryn and Joffrey Baratheon,
framed Tyrion Lannister for
the attempt on Bran Stark’s
life and eventually caused the
War of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s
books, the fifth season of the
series showed Ramsay rape
Sansa on their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore
against the latest episode.
Meanwhile, Dark Phoenix
will see Turner reprise her
role as the telekinetictelepath mutant, Jean Grey
a.k.a. Phoenix.
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Oscar-nominated star Jessica Chastain (above) disapproved of
Sansa Stark’s scene with The Hound and took to Twitter on Tuesday
to call out the series
PHOTO: JEAN-BAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP
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‘Outsiders in Bollywood miss the guidance a
godfather can give’
Rishabh Suri
e shot to instant fame after
playing Priyanka Chopra
Jonas’ husband in Mary
Kom (2014), and followed it up
with films such as NH10 (2015)
and Baaghi 2 (2018). But actor
Darshan Kumar feels that his
career could have gone even
further if he had a “godfather”.
“You need someone, some
kind of support, who can push
you ahead. Otherwise, we are
learning ourselves, all alone,
every day. Someone needs to
show you the right path. As
outsiders, we miss that. Sooner
or later, we do get a chance, but
as an actor, someone can give
you guidance,” he says.
This is maybe why he hasn’t
got commercial, ‘masala’ films
till date. What also might
surprise people is that Darshan
is a trained dancer, too.
“I would love to do every
kind of role, as my background
is in theatre. I want to explore
something in comedy. Since
you haven’t been seen in these
kind of roles, people don’t know
if you can act or not. I have
done 10-20 comedy plays. I also
want to do a dance film. I learnt
from Shiamak (Davar;
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choreographer) sir for a year or
so, and have been pursuing it
for seven-eight years,” says
Darshan, who will be seen next
in a web series based on the Uri
strikes, and The Family Man
with Manoj Bajpayee.
He missed out on some
masala films, too. “I did a film
called Mirza Juliet… I get
many offers, but my focus is on
the fact that it has to be a good
director. You work hard for
something, but it is not
executed that way, it’s not
promoted well. People don’t
know whether it’s releasing or
not… at least one person has to
be there who can market it
well, so it reaches the
audiences,” Darshan signs off.

Gina Rodriguez gets married
ane the Virgin star Gina
Rodriguez has exchanged
vows with fiance Joe
LoCicero. The actor shared the
news of her wedding on
Instagram with a video from
the ceremony.
“May 4, 2019 was absolute
magic. To my husband Joseph,
I am yours forever,” she
captioned the post.
For the wedding, Rodriguez,
34, chose a Pronovias Ribelia
gown with spaghetti straps
and a draped neckline.
LoCicero, 32, and Rodriguez
first met in 2016 on the sets of
Jane the Virgin and started
PTI
dating.
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Gina Rodriguez married actor Joe LoCicero and shared the news on
Instagram with a video from the ceremony PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/HEREISGINA

ACTOR DARSHAN
KUMAR FEELS THAT
HIS CAREER COULD
HAVE GONE EVEN
FURTHER AFTER
MARY KOM IF HE
HAD A “GODFATHER”
Darshan Kumar
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DARSHANKUMAAR

Evangeline Lilly
PHOTO: TIZIANA FABI/AFP
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CUT THE CRAB RIGHT

Photos for representational
purpose only
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Love seafood, but not sure how to go about cleaning and cooking it? Fret not, here’s what you can do to
relish a plate of lip-smacking delicacies at home
Red Snapper
Ceviche

Causa Soft Shell Crab

DO AND DON’TS OF
SEAFOOD COOKING
n Always make sure to

Anjali Shetty
ith summer in full
swing, seafood lovers
can look out for lipsmacking options of
fish such as sole, Bombay
duck, sea bass and shelled
variations of prawns, crabs
and others.
To start with, ensure your
pick is fresh and used within
two days of purchase. Buying
from a known source is a great
option. Chef Daya Singh says,
“With prawns, it is very
important to devein the
prawns and then wash them in
cold running water. For squid,
it is important to clean it from
the inside and the outside. It is
imperative to wash off all the
squid ink.”
Chef Anuroopa Banerjee
has created a quarterly
seafood calendar and likes to
stick to that as much as
possible. “This quarter we will
use soft shell crabs, scallops,
tiger prawns, white prawns
and sole fish,” she says.
She advises that mackerel,
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mud crabs, small prawns,
golden anchovy, barramundi
and catfish should be avoided
for the time being.
Chef Liton Bhakta shares,
“Red lobster is a must have for
this season. You can have
spicy lobster tacos, linguine
with lobster sauce, lobster
stuffed peppers and the list
goes on. Another seafood that
you have to try is bhetki fish
which is also called as Asian
sea bass. The best way to have
the Asian sea bass is to either
cook it with a Goan-styled
gravy or to fry it.”

SEAFOOD IN DAILY
COOKING
Including seafood in our diets
and daily cooking is easy. This
is owing to the fact that if we
pick seasonal seafood, it’s not
only nutritious but also cooks
fast.
Banerjee adds, “One can
marinate seafood for a few
hours and then pan grill it or
tawa fry. It’s also very easy to
bake or make simple curries.”
Executive chef Ashvini
Kumar suggests incorporating

Chilli Crab

a small portion of seafood,
such as shrimp, tuna, or river
salmon, within a plant-based
recipe, such as in a stir fry
gravy, shallow fry, steamed,
salad, in whole wheat pasta or
risotto, fish spit roasting, from
the tandoor, etc.
The most easy way to use
fish is to simply cook chunks of
it in a local gravy of your
choice and to have it with
available ingredients.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
says, “For making gravies, use
ingredients such as garlic,
fresh coriander, coconuts,
tamarind, kokum and fennel.
These ingredients give a
different taste to a gravy and
does not overpower the
flavour of the fish. Make a
marinade of dry and fresh
spices, marinate small pieces
of fish and simply grill it on a
hot griddle.”
When cooking seafood at
home, the easiest way is to
pan-sear your catch and drop
some prawns in a light curry.
The best way to incorporate
seafood is to keep it simple and
just do a nice curry or fish fry
or explore techniques like
aked fish, pollichathu,
uggests Chef Thomas
Zacharias.

purchase fresh seafood
that doess not smell
too fishy o
or sour. Buy
fresh seaffood that is
refrigeratted or
display
yed on a thick
bed o
of
fresh ice that is not
me
elting.
Co
ook seafood to
aan internal
ttemperature of
1145 degrees
Never eat raw
fish/sushi from
p
places
like the
supermarket
or small joints.
he handling
h
f rraw fish is
xtre
emely difficult
nd te
echnical so be
ure of aasking
questions
uestionss like was
it frozen below -18
degrees C
Ce
elsius, was
the handling and
storing rig
ght
g

Lobster
and
Avocado
Ceviche

Cooking sse
eafood is
ricky. Ev
ricky
Eve
en a minute of
vercoo
oking can
ake it dry. So,
lwaays watch
losely. Look for
olour change
o
nd check the
centre for
softness
and
springiness

CLEANING SEAFOOD
Chef Hussain Shahzad points
out that there are many
o
techniques in which one can
clean seafood primarily for
home cooking.
Wash the crab and make
sure you are cleaning it under
a running tap. Lift the hard
shell along with the broken
apron. Clean the gut and the
insides of the crab and rinse it
thoroughly before you cut it.
n

‘OVERLY
EXTROVERTED
BOSSES ARE
TOO PUSHY’
hile extroverts are often
seen as natural leaders
in organisations, people
may find overly extroverted
bosses too pushy or annoying,
suggests new research.
The study published in the
Journal of Applied Psychology
showed that leaders were
better liked and more sought
after for advice when they hit a
middle ‘sweet spot’ on levels of
assertiveness and warmth, two
facets of extroversion. “A
moderate amount of
assertiveness and warmth may
be optimal,” said the lead
author of the study Jia
(Jasmine) Hu, Associate
Professor at The Ohio State
University in the US.
The study did find one factor
that helped highly extroverted
leaders receive better marks
from their peers; the desire to
look out for others’ welfare.
The researchers did two
related studies.
The first involved 260
business undergraduates,
who were assigned to 78
self-managed teams. A
second, nearly identical study
involved 337 employees on
work teams. Like with the
students, these were selfmanaged teams without formal
leaders.
Both studies had similar
results. Leaders who were
extroverted tended to be better
liked and more sought after for
advice — but only up to a point.
Leaders who rated themselves
as very assertive or very warm
tended to see a drop-off.
“If you’re too assertive as a
team member, people think
you’re pushy and they don’t
like that,” Hu said. “And if
you’re too friendly, that can be
overwhelming for others who
feel pressured to respond in the
same way,” she added.
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Chimbori
Masala

Use a
well-seasoned
aast iron pan
hile roasting or
h
earring fish to get
greaat crust. Flip
e fish
h only once
rough tthe entire
ooking prrocess, in a
pan.

Gamberi A.O.P

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

CHIMBORI MASALA
Ingredients: 6 medium crabs,
4 onions, 1 cup dry coconut,
grated, 8-10 black
peppercorns, 1 ½ inch
cinnamon, 3-4 cloves, 1 tbsp
ginger garlic paste, ½ tsp
turmeric powder, 2-3 tsp red
chilli powder, 1 tsp coriander
seeds, 2-3 kokum, 5 tbsp oil,
salt to taste
Method:
n Clean the crabs. Keep the
claws separate. Grind all
ambulatory legs in a mixer
and filter the juice.
n Heat 2tbsp oil in a pan, add

cinnamon, cloves, black
pepper, coriander seeds and
two sliced onions and sauté

until the onions turn golden.
n Now, add grated dry coconut

and fry till the colour
changes. Heat 3 tbsp oil and
sauté two chopped onions.
n Add ginger-garlic paste,

turmeric, chilli powder and
crabs. Sauté for 2 to 3
minutes and add the juice.
n Cover the mixture and cook

for 3-4 minutes.
n Add the coconut paste, salt

as per taste. Adjust the
water.
n Add kokum. Let the mixture

come to a boil and cook for 2
minutes. Remove from heat
garnish with coriander
leaves and serve hot.

Wanttostop
overeating?The
Mediterranean
dietcanhelp
an’t stop overeating?
Adopt a Mediterranean
diet as it not only deters
overeating, but also protects
against obesity and liver
diseases, suggests a new
study. In the study, the
researchers from Wake
Forest School of Medicine, US,
compared the effects of a
Mediterranean diet with
those of a Western diet in nonhuman primates.
“In comparison, the
animals on a Western diet ate
far more than they needed
and gained weight,” said
Carol A Shively, professor of
pathology at the varsity. The
researchers found that the
animals, following a
Mediterranean diet, chose not
to eat all the food available to
them, which meant they
maintained a lower body
weight. “What we found was
that the group on the
Mediterranean diet actually
ate fewer calories, had lower
body weight and had less body
fat than those on the Western
diet,” Shively added.
The researchers said the
Western diet was developed
by companies that want
customers to overeat. “This
diet was developed and
promoted by companies, who
want us to eat their food, so
they make it hyper-palatable,
meaning it hits all our buttons
so we overeat. Following a
Mediterranean diet ensures
that people do not overeat,”
Shively said.
The study also found that
Mediterranean diet protects

C

against non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, known as
NAFLD, which is associated
with obesity and can cause
cirrhosis of the liver and liver
cancer. For the study, the
researchers included 38
middle-aged non-human
female primates, who were
randomised to either the
Mediterranean or Western
diet for about nine years.
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THE RESEARCHERS
SAID THE WESTERN
DIET WAS DEVELOPED
BY COMPANIES THAT
WANT CUSTOMERS TO
OVEREAT, THEY MAKE
IT HYPER-PALATABLE

Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
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‘I’LLMAKETHE
PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

W
Vicky
Kaushal
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‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.
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rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

F

‘Not sitting at home because of lack
of work’
Juhi Chakraborty
ost aspiring actors
dream of landing a
special project on the
big screen as their first
break. But Harleen Sethi’s
career has panned out a little
differently. The actor’s
showbiz journey started with a
short film and a web series. So,
did she ever try bagging a film
to mark her entry in showbiz?
“Who doesn’t want to be a
film heroine. I do, too. But I
have had a different kind of a
journey and I am very happy
and content with where I am.
Also, I have always turned
down work. Today, if I am
sitting at home, it is not
because I don’t have work, but
because I am not taking up just
about any offer that comes my
way,” shares Harleen, adding
that she does have a plan in
place for her career.
“There are certain roles
that I want to do and for that
to happen, I will have to be
patient,” she adds. But there
is something brewing and the
actor says she will soon make
an announcement. In the
meantime, Harleen is keeping
busy with all kinds of activities
including dance lessons.
“It does get frustrating
waiting for work to come to
you. But one can utilise it to
learn new things during the
period. It is the best time to
hone your skill set. I have
started learning Indian
classical dance. I am trying to
utilise this time more
productively,” the actor says.
And when it comes to films,
Harleen is looking at strong
roles, the taste of which she
got with her web series,
Broken But Beautiful.
“I was really lucky to get
that role. In films also,
there are many writers and
directors who are writing
stories around female
characters. I agree that there
is still more stuff being written
for male actors because there
is the factor that the hero pulls
the crowd to theatres. But it is
slowly changing,” she says. “I
want to be part of such projects
and that is why I haven’t
signed just any random film,”
Harleen concludes.
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

‘EVEN SO-CALLED
HEROES FEEL
THAT THEY
SHOULD PLAY A
CHARACTER’

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

e has never been one to
bother about whether he
got lead or supporting
roles. Actor Sanjay Mishra
(below) continues to do every
role that he is offered, even if
small in terms of screen time,
to the best of his abilities.
We ask if he’s happy that the
lines between lead and the
character actors are blurring,
with Neena Gupta (his co-star
in his next, thriller film
Gwalior) being seen as the one
who led the show in Badhaai
Ho (2018). He agrees: “Today,
actors are leading the show.
Even so-called heroes feel they
should play a character, as
without it, you can’t be an
actor. Even Shah Rukh Khan
plays a character only, right?
Like in Chak De India, Rab Ne
Bana Di Jodi... it’s not Shah
Rukh Khan. We call them a
‘hero’. But it’s good that the
canvas for stories is opening
up.” He cites his own film,
Gwalior. “Alag-alag characters
ki kahaani hai. Why should
anyone watch Gwalior? It’s the
story of a husband-wife. We
won’t be singing songs riding
on motorcycles. Characteroriented films are being made,
that’s how a Neena Gupta
becomes a leading lady!” says
Sanjay, who was seen in Total
Dhamaal this year, and has led
films such as Aankhon Dekhi
(2014 ) and Kadvi Hawa (2017).

Harleen Sethi starred in the web series Broken But
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ ITSHARLEENSETHI
Beautiful

rishabh.suri@htlive.com
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SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness
#love #togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss
house, but separated soon after.
Ankit earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T

Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN
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Dutts want kids to grow up without any pressure
Rishabh Suri
n the professional front,
actor Sanjay Dutt is on a
high, with big-ticket
projects such as Sadak 2 and
Panipat in his kitty. In his
personal life, too, he finds a
source of joy in his twin
children — son Shahran and
daughter Iqra.
Recently, Sanjay and his
wife Maanayata were
beaming because their
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part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

STOP PRESS

Rishabh Suri
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ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

Sanjay and Maanayata Dutt and
(inset) their kids Shahran
(second from left) and Iqra (third
from right) with friends
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

children had bagged awards
for a sport they both excel in
— swimming!
“It was a moment of pride
for Sanjay and Maanayata,
who are doting parents and
encouraged Shahran and Iqra
to take up a sport like
swimming. Very few people
know that both Sanjay and
Maanyata were veterans in
the sport themselves! Hence,
it was a natural step to
inculcate it in their children
as well. It therefore comes as
no surprise that both children
bagged gold medals at a recent
inter-school swimming
competition,” a source says.
The source adds Sanjay and
his wife are very careful about
giving their children a
sheltered upbringing, away
from the public glare. “They
don’t want their children to
grow up with any kind of
pressure from the attention
they get for being star kids.
Hence, they always encourage
Shahran and Iqra to do
normal things like other
children of their age,” adds
the source.

My husband has always been an honest man,
says Aaliya Siddiqui
Rishabh Suri
he’s the wife of one of the
most-acclaimed actors in
the film industry. And
Aaliya Siddiqui has always
been a pillar of strength to
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Even
during the phase when the
actor was embroiled in a
controversy, over his memoir
in 2017, which detailed his life
experiences and made
revelations about his affairs
with two female actors. Things
went so out of hand that the
book had to be recalled.
On how it affected him,
Aaliya says, “He had said the
truth. What percentage of
people want to hear the truth
in their lives? He had that
courage, he said ‘This was
there in my life’. Ek part sabki
life mein hota hai. There’s a
thing that people didn’t like it,
and they stopped it, but he felt
that he should tell the truth.”

S

So, has that now made him
reconsider being too honest at
times? “He has always said the
truth. He is like that at home
too. He just said ‘maine bol
diya’. Woh kyun aapki wajah
se apne aap ko badlenge?
Unhone apni pehchaan banayi
hai. He’s a good man, a good
father, husband. Media yeh
sab kya hota hai, mujhe pata
nahi tha. He’s a good son too,
he knows the value of
everything,” says Aaliya,
who has recently turned
producer.
Her first film will be a biopic
on Padma Vibhushan folk
singer Teejan Bai, and she is
considering three female
actors for the lead role. “Vidya
Balan, Rani Mukerji and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. No
one can do this role except [one
of] these three. We haven’t
finalised anyone yet,” Aaliya
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Aaliya and
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

Hiten Tejwani
was recently
seen in
Kalank

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh BachchaN didN’t charge
aNy moNey for his work iN the 2006
film, DarNa Zaroori Hai, aNd his
shots were all filmed iN oNe day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3080
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are
others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of the
trend but says he does not
want to rush into things.
“I would love to do a biopic.
It can be on TV, film or web.
And why not? Biopics make
for an engaging watch and the
kind of reaction it gets from
everyone is evident from how
popular they become. But I
think it’s really not easy to
play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says.
The actor then goes on to
give the example of Ranbir
Kapoor in Sanju (2018), where
the former played the role of
his industry colleague and
senior Sanjay Dutt. Hiten feels
that when you have a real life

I dwell iN ____________. - Emily DickiNsoN (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

Shreya Mukherjee

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

I

Biopics make for an
engaging watch and
the kind of reaction it
gets from everyone is
evident from how
popular they become...
If ever I get an
opportunity, I would
lap it up for sure.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

reference it becomes all the
more important to make the
part look convincing. He also
praises Ranbir for doing a
good job.
“If ever I get an opportunity,
I would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time and
effort too. It would give me a
different kind of adrenaline
rush to play such a character.
What’s more important is that
the mannerisms of the person I
am portraying on screen
should be correct or else the
audience might not be able to
connect,” adds the actor,
known for hit TV shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi and Kutumb.
So who would he like to play
onscreen? Hiten pauses for a
while before adding, “I don’t
have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting. It
all depends on the maker of the
project. If he or she thinks that
I fit a part then I am sure I will
be approached.”
n

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

HITEN TEJWANI ACTOR

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

HitenTejwani
wantstoplay
ahistoricalfigure

DT IIO
HUISS
TART LY
ADENBP

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Blood
Diamond at
1420

EDITOR’S
PICK

0911 Wild Wild
West
1100 The Adventures of
Tintin
1252 Due Date
1420 Blood Diamond
1651 Godzilla
1900 What A Girl Wants
2100 Justice League
2312 Ocean’s Eight

War of The Planet of The
Apes at 1402

Sniper Ghost Shooter at 1342

1020 Men In Black 3
1217 The Boss Baby
1402 War of The Planet of
The Apes
1640 Ice Age
1818 Life of Pi
2050 Ong Bak
2257 Thor

1202 Fearless Hyena II
1342 Sniper Ghost Shooter
1517 King Arthur: Legend of
The Sword
1719 Surf’s Up 2: WaveMania
1845 Valerian And The City Of A
Thousand Planets
2100 Brick Mansion
2232 Saturday Night Fever

Padman at 1415

Spyder at 2100

1102 Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya
1415 Padman
1708 Yamlok
2000 Jumanji: Welcome To
The Jungle
2234 Veere Di Wedding

0928 Daring Baaz 3
1219 Shoorveer
1508 Daring Baaz
1808 The Real Tiger
2100 Spyder
2346 Mahaveer

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Policegiri at 2100
1145 Bharjari
1440 Border
1810 Masterpiece
2100 Policegiri
2350 Aankhen

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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It ain’t all roses: Kylie
Minogue on fame
op star Kylie Minogue says
being famous is not a cake
walk and the celebrity
status comes with a lot of
“work, graft and insecurity”.
She said success at times
has a negative impact but it is
important to stay strong. ‘‘(It)
takes a lot of work, graft and
insecurity — not always what
the wrapped-up end product
looks like. There have been
times when I’ve thought, ‘I just
can’t.’ But you’ve got to take
the knocks because they’re
always coming. It ain’t all
roses. But maybe otherwise it

P

03

WONDERWOMAN’S
MUM? NO,THANKS

wouldn’t be as sweet in the
end,” Minogue told The
Sunday Times Style magazine.
After spending four decades
in the entertainment industry,
the singer is still in no mood to
slow down. “I don’t know how
much time I’ve got before my
showbiz hips and knees start
to protest. They’ll be like,
‘You’ve been treading those
boards for a long time, we
think you should slow down a
bit.’ I keep threatening my
team that I’m going to retire,”
she added.

harlize Theron has
revealed she was offered
to play mother to Gal
Gadot’s Wonder Woman
in the DC superhero origin
story, a pitch she described as
a “slap in the face”.
The 43-year-old actor, who
is nine years elder to Gadot,
shared the incident on Watch
What Happens Live With
Andy Cohen.

C

PTI

“This is a great example of
how Hollywood like slaps you
in the face when you start
ageing,” she said.
Theron — who won the
Academy Award for 2004’s
Monster — laughed and said
that she thought she was
talking with someone in
Hollywood to play Wonder
Woman.
“And I was like, ‘I’m not

familiar with it. What does
Wonder Woman really do?’
And this person said, ‘No, it’s
for Wonder Woman’s mom.’ It
was the defining moment
when I crossed over. And I
wasn’t fully aware of it,” she
added.
Eventually, the role of
Hippolyta was played by the
53-year-old Connie Nielsen.

This is a great example
of how Hollywood
like slaps you in the
face when you start
ageing.
CHARLIZE THERON ACTOR

PTI

Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoTepisode
ctor Jessica Chastain
took a dig at the makers
of Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode,
Sandor ‘The Hound’ Clegane
tells Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left
King’s Landing with him, she
would not have faced villains
like Petyr ‘Littlefinger’
Baelish and Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all
my life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted XMen: Dark Phoenix, took to
Twitter Tuesday to call out
the series for crediting
Sansa’s victimisation in order
to grow. “Rape is not a tool to
make a character stronger. A
woman doesn’t need to be
victimised in order to become
a butterfly. The #littlebird
was always a Phoenix. Her

A

PHOTO: BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS

EVANGELINE
LILLY TO STAR
IN HAPPY LIFE
ctors Evangeline Lilly
and Ike Barinholtz are set
to play the lead roles in
independent comedy Happy
Life. According to Variety,
David Stassen has been roped
in to write and direct the
project. The film will mark his
feature directorial debut.
Stassen and Barinholtz are
also producing the film,
alongside Andrew Robinson
and Aperture Media
Productions.
Lilly will play the role of a
new mom who suspects her
husband, played by
Barinholtz, of having an affair
with an Instagram star. “One
mistake after another leads
her into the arms of a younger
man as she struggles to come
to terms with her life
decisions and be the mother
she aspires to be,” the plot
synopsis read.
The production on the
project is scheduled to begin
PTI
sometime this year.

A

prevailing strength is solely
because of her. And her alone.
#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote.
Baelish, through the
seasons, manipulated Sansa
according to his needs while
posing as her protector and
mentor. It was, Littlefinger,
who orchestrated the
execution of Sansa’s father
Ned Stark, deaths of Jon
Arryn and Joffrey Baratheon,
framed Tyrion Lannister for
the attempt on Bran Stark’s
life and eventually caused the
War of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s
books, the fifth season of the
series showed Ramsay rape
Sansa on their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore
against the latest episode.
Meanwhile, Dark Phoenix
will see Turner reprise her
role as the telekinetictelepath mutant, Jean Grey
a.k.a. Phoenix.

PTI

Oscar-nominated star Jessica Chastain (above) disapproved of
Sansa Stark’s scene with The Hound and took to Twitter on Tuesday
to call out the series
PHOTO: JEAN-BAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP

PHOTO: DANNY MOLOSHOK/REUTERS

‘Outsiders in Bollywood miss the guidance a
godfather can give’
Rishabh Suri
e shot to instant fame after
playing Priyanka Chopra
Jonas’ husband in Mary
Kom (2014), and followed it up
with films such as NH10 (2015)
and Baaghi 2 (2018). But actor
Darshan Kumar feels that his
career could have gone even
further if he had a “godfather”.
“You need someone, some
kind of support, who can push
you ahead. Otherwise, we are
learning ourselves, all alone,
every day. Someone needs to
show you the right path. As
outsiders, we miss that. Sooner
or later, we do get a chance, but
as an actor, someone can give
you guidance,” he says.
This is maybe why he hasn’t
got commercial, ‘masala’ films
till date. What also might
surprise people is that Darshan
is a trained dancer, too.
“I would love to do every
kind of role, as my background
is in theatre. I want to explore
something in comedy. Since
you haven’t been seen in these
kind of roles, people don’t know
if you can act or not. I have
done 10-20 comedy plays. I also
want to do a dance film. I learnt
from Shiamak (Davar;

H

choreographer) sir for a year or
so, and have been pursuing it
for seven-eight years,” says
Darshan, who will be seen next
in a web series based on the Uri
strikes, and The Family Man
with Manoj Bajpayee.
He missed out on some
masala films, too. “I did a film
called Mirza Juliet… I get
many offers, but my focus is on
the fact that it has to be a good
director. You work hard for
something, but it is not
executed that way, it’s not
promoted well. People don’t
know whether it’s releasing or
not… at least one person has to
be there who can market it
well, so it reaches the
audiences,” Darshan signs off.

Gina Rodriguez gets married
ane the Virgin star Gina
Rodriguez has exchanged
vows with fiance Joe
LoCicero. The actor shared the
news of her wedding on
Instagram with a video from
the ceremony.
“May 4, 2019 was absolute
magic. To my husband Joseph,
I am yours forever,” she
captioned the post.
For the wedding, Rodriguez,
34, chose a Pronovias Ribelia
gown with spaghetti straps
and a draped neckline.
LoCicero, 32, and Rodriguez
first met in 2016 on the sets of
Jane the Virgin and started
PTI
dating.

J

Gina Rodriguez married actor Joe LoCicero and shared the news on
Instagram with a video from the ceremony PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/HEREISGINA

ACTOR DARSHAN
KUMAR FEELS THAT
HIS CAREER COULD
HAVE GONE EVEN
FURTHER AFTER
MARY KOM IF HE
HAD A “GODFATHER”
Darshan Kumar
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DARSHANKUMAAR

Evangeline Lilly
PHOTO: TIZIANA FABI/AFP
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CUT THE CRAB RIGHT

Photos for
representational
purpose only
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Love seafood, but not sure how to go about cleaning and cooking it? Fret not, here’s what you can do to
relish a plate of lip-smacking delicacies at home
Red Snapper
Ceviche

Causa Soft Shell Crab

DO AND DON’TS OF
SEAFOOD COOKING
n Always make sure to

Anjali Shetty
ith summer in full
swing, seafood lovers
can look out for lipsmacking options of
fish such as sole, Bombay
duck, sea bass and shelled
variations of prawns, crabs
and others.
To start with, ensure your
pick is fresh and used within
two days of purchase. Buying
from a known source is a great
option. Chef Daya Singh says,
“With prawns, it is very
important to devein the
prawns and then wash them in
cold running water. For squid,
it is important to clean it from
the inside and the outside. It is
imperative to wash off all the
squid ink.”
Chef Anuroopa Banerjee
has created a quarterly
seafood calendar and likes to
stick to that as much as
possible. “This quarter we will
use soft shell crabs, scallops,
tiger prawns, white prawns
and sole fish,” she says.
She advises that mackerel,

W

mud crabs, small prawns,
golden anchovy, barramundi
and catfish should be avoided
for the time being.
Chef Liton Bhakta shares,
“Red lobster is a must have for
this season. You can have
spicy lobster tacos, linguine
with lobster sauce, lobster
stuffed peppers and the list
goes on. Another seafood that
you have to try is bhetki fish
which is also called as Asian
sea bass. The best way to have
the Asian sea bass is to either
cook it with a Goan-styled
gravy or to fry it.”

SEAFOOD IN DAILY
COOKING
Including seafood in our diets
and daily cooking is easy. This
is owing to the fact that if we
pick seasonal seafood, it’s not
only nutritious but also cooks
fast.
Banerjee adds, “One can
marinate seafood for a few
hours and then pan grill it or
tawa fry. It’s also very easy to
bake or make simple curries.”
Executive chef Ashvini
Kumar suggests incorporating

Chilli Crab

a small portion of seafood,
such as shrimp, tuna, or river
salmon, within a plant-based
recipe, such as in a stir fry
gravy, shallow fry, steamed,
salad, in whole wheat pasta or
risotto, fish spit roasting, from
the tandoor, etc.
The most easy way to use
fish is to simply cook chunks of
it in a local gravy of your
choice and to have it with
available ingredients.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
says, “For making gravies, use
ingredients such as garlic,
fresh coriander, coconuts,
tamarind, kokum and fennel.
These ingredients give a
different taste to a gravy and
does not overpower the
flavour of the fish. Make a
marinade of dry and fresh
spices, marinate small pieces
of fish and simply grill it on a
hot griddle.”
When cooking seafood at
home, the easiest way is to
pan-sear your catch and drop
some prawns in a light curry.
The best way to incorporate
seafood is to keep it simple and
just do a nice curry or fish fry
or explore techniques like
aked fish, pollichathu,
uggests Chef Thomas
Zacharias.

purchase fresh seafood
that doess not smell
too fishy o
or sour. Buy
fresh seaffood that is
refrigeratted or
display
yed on a thick
bed o
of
fresh ice that is not
me
elting.
Co
ook seafood to
aan internal
ttemperature of
1145 degrees
Never eat raw
fish/sushi from
p
places
like the
supermarket
or small joints.
he handling
h
f rraw fish is
xtre
emely difficult
nd te
echnical so be
ure of aasking
questions
uestionss like was
it frozen below -18
degrees C
Ce
elsius, was
the handling and
storing rig
ght
g

Lobster
and
Avocado
Ceviche

Cooking sse
eafood is
ricky. Ev
ricky
Eve
en a minute of
vercoo
oking can
ake it dry. So,
lwaays watch
losely. Look for
olour change
o
nd check the
centre for
softness
and
springiness

CLEANING SEAFOOD
Chef Hussain Shahzad points
out that there are many
o
techniques in which one can
clean seafood primarily for
home cooking.
Wash the crab and make
sure you are cleaning it under
a running tap. Lift the hard
shell along with the broken
apron. Clean the gut and the
insides of the crab and rinse it
thoroughly before you cut it.
n

Gamberi A.O.P

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

CHIMBORI MASALA
Ingredients: 6 medium crabs,
4 onions, 1 cup dry coconut,
grated, 8-10 black
peppercorns, 1 ½ inch
cinnamon, 3-4 cloves, 1 tbsp
ginger garlic paste, ½ tsp
turmeric powder, 2-3 tsp red
chilli powder, 1 tsp coriander
seeds, 2-3 kokum, 5 tbsp oil,
salt to taste
Method:
n Clean the crabs. Keep the
claws separate. Grind all
ambulatory legs in a mixer
and filter the juice.
n Heat 2tbsp oil in a pan, add

cinnamon, cloves, black
pepper, coriander seeds and
two sliced onions and sauté

an’t stop overeating?
Adopt a Mediterranean
diet as it not only deters
overeating, but also protects
against obesity and liver
diseases, suggests a new
study. In the study, the
researchers from Wake
Forest School of Medicine, US,
compared the effects of a
Mediterranean diet with
those of a Western diet in nonhuman primates.
“In comparison, the
animals on a Western diet ate
far more than they needed
and gained weight,” said
Carol A Shively, professor of
pathology at the varsity. The
researchers found that the
animals, following a
Mediterranean diet, chose not
to eat all the food available to
them, which meant they
maintained a lower body
weight. “What we found was
that the group on the
Mediterranean diet actually
ate fewer calories, had lower
body weight and had less body
fat than those on the Western
diet,” Shively added.
The researchers said the
Western diet was developed
by companies that want
customers to overeat. “This
diet was developed and
promoted by companies, who
want us to eat their food, so
they make it hyper-palatable,
meaning it hits all our buttons
so we overeat. Following a
Mediterranean diet ensures
that people do not overeat,”
Shively said.
The study also found that
Mediterranean diet protects

C

Use a
well-seasoned
aast iron pan
hile roasting or
h
earring fish to get
greaat crust. Flip
e fish
h only once
rough tthe entire
ooking prrocess, in a
pan.

Chimbori
Masala

Wanttostop
overeating?The
Mediterranean
dietcanhelp

until the onions turn golden.
n Now, add grated dry coconut

and fry till the colour
changes. Heat 3 tbsp oil and
sauté two chopped onions.
n Add ginger-garlic paste,

turmeric, chilli powder and
crabs. Sauté for 2 to 3
minutes and add the juice.
n Cover the mixture and cook

for 3-4 minutes.
n Add the coconut paste, salt

as per taste. Adjust the
water.
n Add kokum. Let the mixture

come to a boil and cook for 2
minutes. Remove from heat
garnish with coriander
leaves and serve hot.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya

against non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, known as
NAFLD, which is associated
with obesity and can cause
cirrhosis of the liver and liver
cancer. For the study, the
researchers included 38
middle-aged non-human
female primates, who were
randomised to either the
Mediterranean or Western
diet for about nine years.

IANS

THE RESEARCHERS
SAID THE WESTERN
DIET WAS DEVELOPED
BY COMPANIES THAT
WANT CUSTOMERS TO
OVEREAT, THEY MAKE
IT HYPER-PALATABLE

‘Overly extroverted bosses are too pushy’ Unwanted sexting can lead to psychological
hile extroverts are
often seen as natural
leaders in
organisations, people may
find overly extroverted bosses
too pushy or annoying,
suggests new research.
The study published in the
Journal of Applied
Psychology showed that
leaders were better liked and
more sought after for advice
when they hit a middle ‘sweet
spot’ on levels of
assertiveness and warmth,
two facets of extroversion. “A
moderate amount of
assertiveness and warmth
may be optimal,” said the lead
author of the study Jia
(Jasmine) Hu, Associate
Professor at The Ohio State
University in the US.
The study did find one
factor that helped highly
extroverted leaders receive
better marks from their peers;
the desire to look out for
others’ welfare. The
researchers did two related
studies.
The first involved 260

W

distress

Leaders who are
extroverts are more
sought after for
advice

A

PHOTO: ISTOCK

business undergraduates,
who were assigned to 78
self-managed teams. A
second, nearly identical study
involved 337 employees on
work teams. Like with the
students, these were selfmanaged teams without
formal leaders.

recent study suggests
that while sending or
receiving nude electronic
images may not always be
associated with poorer mental
health, being coerced to do so
and receiving unwanted sexts
was linked to a higher
likelihood of depression,
anxiety, and stress.
This new findings draw a link
between sexting and
psychological distress among
young adults.
As a part of the study, the
researchers found that
unwanted sexting under
coercion was also associated
with lower self-esteem.
Furthermore, men receiving
unwanted sexts had poorer
mental health outcomes.
The study was published in
the Journal of
Cyberpsychology, Behavior,
and Social Networking.
“With more of our lives
playing out online, sexting

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY

Both studies had similar
results. Leaders who were
extroverted tended to be
better liked and more sought
after for advice — but only up
to a point. Leaders who rated
themselves as very assertive
or very warm tended to see a
drop-off.

“If you’re too assertive as a
team member, people think
you’re pushy and they don’t
like that,” Hu said. “And if
you’re too friendly, that can
be overwhelming for others
who feel pressured to respond
in the same way,” she added.

IANS

and other private chatting
may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint.
Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual
education programmes to
ensure responsible use of
technologies,” says Brenda K
Wiederhold, lead author of
the study.

ANI

With more of our lives playing out online, sexting and
other private chatting may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint. Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual education programmes.
BRENDA K WIEDERHOLD, AUTHOR
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‘I’LLMAKETHE
PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

W
Vicky
Kaushal
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‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.

V
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rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

F

‘Not sitting at home because of lack
of work’
Juhi Chakraborty
ost aspiring actors
dream of landing a
special project on the
big screen as their first
break. But Harleen Sethi’s
career has panned out a little
differently. The actor’s
showbiz journey started with a
short film and a web series. So,
did she ever try bagging a film
to mark her entry in showbiz?
“Who doesn’t want to be a
film heroine. I do, too. But I
have had a different kind of a
journey and I am very happy
and content with where I am.
Also, I have always turned
down work. Today, if I am
sitting at home, it is not
because I don’t have work, but
because I am not taking up just
about any offer that comes my
way,” shares Harleen, adding
that she does have a plan in
place for her career.
“There are certain roles
that I want to do and for that
to happen, I will have to be
patient,” she adds. But there
is something brewing and the
actor says she will soon make
an announcement. In the
meantime, Harleen is keeping
busy with all kinds of activities
including dance lessons.
“It does get frustrating
waiting for work to come to
you. But one can utilise it to
learn new things during the
period. It is the best time to
hone your skill set. I have
started learning Indian
classical dance. I am trying to
utilise this time more
productively,” the actor says.
And when it comes to films,
Harleen is looking at strong
roles, the taste of which she
got with her web series,
Broken But Beautiful.
“I was really lucky to get
that role. In films also,
there are many writers and
directors who are writing
stories around female
characters. I agree that there
is still more stuff being written
for male actors because there
is the factor that the hero pulls
the crowd to theatres. But it is
slowly changing,” she says. “I
want to be part of such projects
and that is why I haven’t
signed just any random film,”
Harleen concludes.
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

‘EVEN SO-CALLED
HEROES FEEL
THAT THEY
SHOULD PLAY A
CHARACTER’

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

e has never been one to
bother about whether he
got lead or supporting
roles. Actor Sanjay Mishra
(below) continues to do every
role that he is offered, even if
small in terms of screen time,
to the best of his abilities.
We ask if he’s happy that the
lines between lead and the
character actors are blurring,
with Neena Gupta (his co-star
in his next, thriller film
Gwalior) being seen as the one
who led the show in Badhaai
Ho (2018). He agrees: “Today,
actors are leading the show.
Even so-called heroes feel they
should play a character, as
without it, you can’t be an
actor. Even Shah Rukh Khan
plays a character only, right?
Like in Chak De India, Rab Ne
Bana Di Jodi... it’s not Shah
Rukh Khan. We call them a
‘hero’. But it’s good that the
canvas for stories is opening
up.” He cites his own film,
Gwalior. “Alag-alag characters
ki kahaani hai. Why should
anyone watch Gwalior? It’s the
story of a husband-wife. We
won’t be singing songs riding
on motorcycles. Characteroriented films are being made,
that’s how a Neena Gupta
becomes a leading lady!” says
Sanjay, who was seen in Total
Dhamaal this year, and has led
films such as Aankhon Dekhi
(2014 ) and Kadvi Hawa (2017).

Harleen Sethi starred in the web series Broken But
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/ ITSHARLEENSETHI
Beautiful

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the
coverage that appears on our pages
is paid for by the concerned brands.
No sponsored content does or shall
appear in any part of HT without it
being declared as such to our valued
readers.
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SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness
#love #togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss
house, but separated soon after.
Ankit earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T

Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN
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Dutts want kids to grow up without any pressure
Rishabh Suri
n the professional front,
actor Sanjay Dutt is on a
high, with big-ticket
projects such as Sadak 2 and
Panipat in his kitty. In his
personal life, too, he finds a
source of joy in his twin
children — son Shahran and
daughter Iqra.
Recently, Sanjay and his
wife Maanayata were
beaming because their

O

H

n

part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

STOP PRESS

Rishabh Suri

M

n

ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

Sanjay and Maanayata Dutt and
(inset) their kids Shahran
(second from left) and Iqra (third
from right) with friends
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

children had bagged awards
for a sport they both excel in
— swimming!
“It was a moment of pride
for Sanjay and Maanayata,
who are doting parents and
encouraged Shahran and Iqra
to take up a sport like
swimming. Very few people
know that both Sanjay and
Maanyata were veterans in
the sport themselves! Hence,
it was a natural step to
inculcate it in their children
as well. It therefore comes as
no surprise that both children
bagged gold medals at a recent
inter-school swimming
competition,” a source says.
The source adds Sanjay and
his wife are very careful about
giving their children a
sheltered upbringing, away
from the public glare. “They
don’t want their children to
grow up with any kind of
pressure from the attention
they get for being star kids.
Hence, they always encourage
Shahran and Iqra to do
normal things like other
children of their age,” adds
the source.

My husband has always been an honest man,
says Aaliya Siddiqui
Rishabh Suri
he’s the wife of one of the
most-acclaimed actors in
the film industry. And
Aaliya Siddiqui has always
been a pillar of strength to
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Even
during the phase when the
actor was embroiled in a
controversy, over his memoir
in 2017, which detailed his life
experiences and made
revelations about his affairs
with two female actors. Things
went so out of hand that the
book had to be recalled.
On how it affected him,
Aaliya says, “He had said the
truth. What percentage of
people want to hear the truth
in their lives? He had that
courage, he said ‘This was
there in my life’. Ek part sabki
life mein hota hai. There’s a
thing that people didn’t like it,
and they stopped it, but he felt
that he should tell the truth.”

S

So, has that now made him
reconsider being too honest at
times? “He has always said the
truth. He is like that at home
too. He just said ‘maine bol
diya’. Woh kyun aapki wajah
se apne aap ko badlenge?
Unhone apni pehchaan banayi
hai. He’s a good man, a good
father, husband. Media yeh
sab kya hota hai, mujhe pata
nahi tha. He’s a good son too,
he knows the value of
everything,” says Aaliya,
who has recently turned
producer.
Her first film will be a biopic
on Padma Vibhushan folk
singer Teejan Bai, and she is
considering three female
actors for the lead role. “Vidya
Balan, Rani Mukerji and
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. No
one can do this role except [one
of] these three. We haven’t
finalised anyone yet,” Aaliya
signs off.
n

rishabh.suri@htlive.com

Aaliya and
Nawazuddin
Siddiqui
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH
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Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

Hiten Tejwani
was recently
seen in
Kalank

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh BachchaN didN’t charge
aNy moNey for his work iN the 2006
film, DarNa Zaroori Hai, aNd his
shots were all filmed iN oNe day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3080
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are
others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of the
trend but says he does not
want to rush into things.
“I would love to do a biopic.
It can be on TV, film or web.
And why not? Biopics make
for an engaging watch and the
kind of reaction it gets from
everyone is evident from how
popular they become. But I
think it’s really not easy to
play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says.
The actor then goes on to
give the example of Ranbir
Kapoor in Sanju (2018), where
the former played the role of
his industry colleague and
senior Sanjay Dutt. Hiten feels
that when you have a real life

I dwell iN ____________. - Emily DickiNsoN (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

Shreya Mukherjee

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

I

Biopics make for an
engaging watch and
the kind of reaction it
gets from everyone is
evident from how
popular they become...
If ever I get an
opportunity, I would
lap it up for sure.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

reference it becomes all the
more important to make the
part look convincing. He also
praises Ranbir for doing a
good job.
“If ever I get an opportunity,
I would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time and
effort too. It would give me a
different kind of adrenaline
rush to play such a character.
What’s more important is that
the mannerisms of the person I
am portraying on screen
should be correct or else the
audience might not be able to
connect,” adds the actor,
known for hit TV shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi and Kutumb.
So who would he like to play
onscreen? Hiten pauses for a
while before adding, “I don’t
have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting. It
all depends on the maker of the
project. If he or she thinks that
I fit a part then I am sure I will
be approached.”
n

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

HITEN TEJWANI ACTOR

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

HitenTejwani
wantstoplay
ahistoricalfigure

DT IIO
HUISS
TART LY
ADENBP

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Blood
Diamond at
1420

EDITOR’S
PICK

0911 Wild Wild
West
1100 The Adventures of
Tintin
1252 Due Date
1420 Blood Diamond
1651 Godzilla
1900 What A Girl Wants
2100 Justice League
2312 Ocean’s Eight

War of The Planet of The
Apes at 1402

Sniper Ghost Shooter at 1342

1020 Men In Black 3
1217 The Boss Baby
1402 War of The Planet of
The Apes
1640 Ice Age
1818 Life of Pi
2050 Ong Bak
2257 Thor

1202 Fearless Hyena II
1342 Sniper Ghost Shooter
1517 King Arthur: Legend of
The Sword
1719 Surf’s Up 2: WaveMania
1845 Valerian And The City Of A
Thousand Planets
2100 Brick Mansion
2232 Saturday Night Fever

Padman at 1415

Spyder at 2100

1102 Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya
1415 Padman
1708 Yamlok
2000 Jumanji: Welcome To
The Jungle
2234 Veere Di Wedding

0928 Daring Baaz 3
1219 Shoorveer
1508 Daring Baaz
1808 The Real Tiger
2100 Spyder
2346 Mahaveer

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Policegiri at 2100
1145 Bharjari
1440 Border
1810 Masterpiece
2100 Policegiri
2350 Aankhen

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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It ain’t all roses: Kylie
Minogue on fame
op star Kylie Minogue says
being famous is not a cake
walk and the celebrity
status comes with a lot of
“work, graft and insecurity”.
She said success at times
has a negative impact but it is
important to stay strong. ‘‘(It)
takes a lot of work, graft and
insecurity — not always what
the wrapped-up end product
looks like. There have been
times when I’ve thought, ‘I just
can’t.’ But you’ve got to take
the knocks because they’re
always coming. It ain’t all
roses. But maybe otherwise it

P
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WONDERWOMAN’S
MUM? NO,THANKS

wouldn’t be as sweet in the
end,” Minogue told The
Sunday Times Style magazine.
After spending four decades
in the entertainment industry,
the singer is still in no mood to
slow down. “I don’t know how
much time I’ve got before my
showbiz hips and knees start
to protest. They’ll be like,
‘You’ve been treading those
boards for a long time, we
think you should slow down a
bit.’ I keep threatening my
team that I’m going to retire,”
she added.

harlize Theron has
revealed she was offered
to play mother to Gal
Gadot’s Wonder Woman
in the DC superhero origin
story, a pitch she described as
a “slap in the face”.
The 43-year-old actor, who
is nine years elder to Gadot,
shared the incident on Watch
What Happens Live With
Andy Cohen.

C

PTI

“This is a great example of
how Hollywood like slaps you
in the face when you start
ageing,” she said.
Theron — who won the
Academy Award for 2004’s
Monster — laughed and said
that she thought she was
talking with someone in
Hollywood to play Wonder
Woman.
“And I was like, ‘I’m not

familiar with it. What does
Wonder Woman really do?’
And this person said, ‘No, it’s
for Wonder Woman’s mom.’ It
was the defining moment
when I crossed over. And I
wasn’t fully aware of it,” she
added.
Eventually, the role of
Hippolyta was played by the
53-year-old Connie Nielsen.

This is a great example
of how Hollywood
like slaps you in the
face when you start
ageing.
CHARLIZE THERON ACTOR

PTI

Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoTepisode
ctor Jessica Chastain
took a dig at the makers
of Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode,
Sandor ‘The Hound’ Clegane
tells Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left
King’s Landing with him, she
would not have faced villains
like Petyr ‘Littlefinger’
Baelish and Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all
my life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted XMen: Dark Phoenix, took to
Twitter Tuesday to call out
the series for crediting
Sansa’s victimisation in order
to grow. “Rape is not a tool to
make a character stronger. A
woman doesn’t need to be
victimised in order to become
a butterfly. The #littlebird
was always a Phoenix. Her

A

PHOTO: BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS

EVANGELINE
LILLY TO STAR
IN HAPPY LIFE
ctors Evangeline Lilly
and Ike Barinholtz are set
to play the lead roles in
independent comedy Happy
Life. According to Variety,
David Stassen has been roped
in to write and direct the
project. The film will mark his
feature directorial debut.
Stassen and Barinholtz are
also producing the film,
alongside Andrew Robinson
and Aperture Media
Productions.
Lilly will play the role of a
new mom who suspects her
husband, played by
Barinholtz, of having an affair
with an Instagram star. “One
mistake after another leads
her into the arms of a younger
man as she struggles to come
to terms with her life
decisions and be the mother
she aspires to be,” the plot
synopsis read.
The production on the
project is scheduled to begin
PTI
sometime this year.

A

prevailing strength is solely
because of her. And her alone.
#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote.
Baelish, through the
seasons, manipulated Sansa
according to his needs while
posing as her protector and
mentor. It was, Littlefinger,
who orchestrated the
execution of Sansa’s father
Ned Stark, deaths of Jon
Arryn and Joffrey Baratheon,
framed Tyrion Lannister for
the attempt on Bran Stark’s
life and eventually caused the
War of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s
books, the fifth season of the
series showed Ramsay rape
Sansa on their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore
against the latest episode.
Meanwhile, Dark Phoenix
will see Turner reprise her
role as the telekinetictelepath mutant, Jean Grey
a.k.a. Phoenix.

PTI

Oscar-nominated star Jessica Chastain (above) disapproved of
Sansa Stark’s scene with The Hound and took to Twitter on Tuesday
to call out the series
PHOTO: JEAN-BAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP

PHOTO: DANNY MOLOSHOK/REUTERS

‘Outsiders in Bollywood miss the guidance a
godfather can give’
Rishabh Suri
e shot to instant fame after
playing Priyanka Chopra
Jonas’ husband in Mary
Kom (2014), and followed it up
with films such as NH10 (2015)
and Baaghi 2 (2018). But actor
Darshan Kumar feels that his
career could have gone even
further if he had a “godfather”.
“You need someone, some
kind of support, who can push
you ahead. Otherwise, we are
learning ourselves, all alone,
every day. Someone needs to
show you the right path. As
outsiders, we miss that. Sooner
or later, we do get a chance, but
as an actor, someone can give
you guidance,” he says.
This is maybe why he hasn’t
got commercial, ‘masala’ films
till date. What also might
surprise people is that Darshan
is a trained dancer, too.
“I would love to do every
kind of role, as my background
is in theatre. I want to explore
something in comedy. Since
you haven’t been seen in these
kind of roles, people don’t know
if you can act or not. I have
done 10-20 comedy plays. I also
want to do a dance film. I learnt
from Shiamak (Davar;

H

choreographer) sir for a year or
so, and have been pursuing it
for seven-eight years,” says
Darshan, who will be seen next
in a web series based on the Uri
strikes, and The Family Man
with Manoj Bajpayee.
He missed out on some
masala films, too. “I did a film
called Mirza Juliet… I get
many offers, but my focus is on
the fact that it has to be a good
director. You work hard for
something, but it is not
executed that way, it’s not
promoted well. People don’t
know whether it’s releasing or
not… at least one person has to
be there who can market it
well, so it reaches the
audiences,” Darshan signs off.

Gina Rodriguez gets married
ane the Virgin star Gina
Rodriguez has exchanged
vows with fiance Joe
LoCicero. The actor shared the
news of her wedding on
Instagram with a video from
the ceremony.
“May 4, 2019 was absolute
magic. To my husband Joseph,
I am yours forever,” she
captioned the post.
For the wedding, Rodriguez,
34, chose a Pronovias Ribelia
gown with spaghetti straps
and a draped neckline.
LoCicero, 32, and Rodriguez
first met in 2016 on the sets of
Jane the Virgin and started
PTI
dating.

J

Gina Rodriguez married actor Joe LoCicero and shared the news on
Instagram with a video from the ceremony PHOTO:INSTAGRAM/HEREISGINA

ACTOR DARSHAN
KUMAR FEELS THAT
HIS CAREER COULD
HAVE GONE EVEN
FURTHER AFTER
MARY KOM IF HE
HAD A “GODFATHER”
Darshan Kumar
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DARSHANKUMAAR

Evangeline Lilly
PHOTO: TIZIANA FABI/AFP
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CUT THE CRAB RIGHT

Photos for
representational
purpose only
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Love seafood, but not sure how to go about cleaning and cooking it? Fret not, here’s what you can do to
relish a plate of lip-smacking delicacies at home
Red Snapper
Ceviche

Causa Soft Shell Crab

DO AND DON’TS OF
SEAFOOD COOKING
n Always make sure to

Anjali Shetty
ith summer in full
swing, seafood lovers
can look out for lipsmacking options of
fish such as sole, Bombay
duck, sea bass and shelled
variations of prawns, crabs
and others.
To start with, ensure your
pick is fresh and used within
two days of purchase. Buying
from a known source is a great
option. Chef Daya Singh says,
“With prawns, it is very
important to devein the
prawns and then wash them in
cold running water. For squid,
it is important to clean it from
the inside and the outside. It is
imperative to wash off all the
squid ink.”
Chef Anuroopa Banerjee
has created a quarterly
seafood calendar and likes to
stick to that as much as
possible. “This quarter we will
use soft shell crabs, scallops,
tiger prawns, white prawns
and sole fish,” she says.
She advises that mackerel,

W

mud crabs, small prawns,
golden anchovy, barramundi
and catfish should be avoided
for the time being.
Chef Liton Bhakta shares,
“Red lobster is a must have for
this season. You can have
spicy lobster tacos, linguine
with lobster sauce, lobster
stuffed peppers and the list
goes on. Another seafood that
you have to try is bhetki fish
which is also called as Asian
sea bass. The best way to have
the Asian sea bass is to either
cook it with a Goan-styled
gravy or to fry it.”

SEAFOOD IN DAILY
COOKING
Including seafood in our diets
and daily cooking is easy. This
is owing to the fact that if we
pick seasonal seafood, it’s not
only nutritious but also cooks
fast.
Banerjee adds, “One can
marinate seafood for a few
hours and then pan grill it or
tawa fry. It’s also very easy to
bake or make simple curries.”
Executive chef Ashvini
Kumar suggests incorporating

Chilli Crab

a small portion of seafood,
such as shrimp, tuna, or river
salmon, within a plant-based
recipe, such as in a stir fry
gravy, shallow fry, steamed,
salad, in whole wheat pasta or
risotto, fish spit roasting, from
the tandoor, etc.
The most easy way to use
fish is to simply cook chunks of
it in a local gravy of your
choice and to have it with
available ingredients.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
says, “For making gravies, use
ingredients such as garlic,
fresh coriander, coconuts,
tamarind, kokum and fennel.
These ingredients give a
different taste to a gravy and
does not overpower the
flavour of the fish. Make a
marinade of dry and fresh
spices, marinate small pieces
of fish and simply grill it on a
hot griddle.”
When cooking seafood at
home, the easiest way is to
pan-sear your catch and drop
some prawns in a light curry.
The best way to incorporate
seafood is to keep it simple and
just do a nice curry or fish fry
or explore techniques like
aked fish, pollichathu,
uggests Chef Thomas
Zacharias.

purchase fresh seafood
that doess not smell
too fishy o
or sour. Buy
fresh seaffood that is
refrigeratted or
display
yed on a thick
bed o
of
fresh ice that is not
me
elting.
Co
ook seafood to
aan internal
ttemperature of
1145 degrees
Never eat raw
fish/sushi from
p
places
like the
supermarket
or small joints.
he handling
h
f rraw fish is
xtre
emely difficult
nd te
echnical so be
ure of aasking
questions
uestionss like was
it frozen below -18
degrees C
Ce
elsius, was
the handling and
storing rig
ght
g

Lobster
and
Avocado
Ceviche

Cooking sse
eafood is
ricky. Ev
ricky
Eve
en a minute of
vercoo
oking can
ake it dry. So,
lwaays watch
losely. Look for
olour change
o
nd check the
centre for
softness
and
springiness

CLEANING SEAFOOD
Chef Hussain Shahzad points
out that there are many
o
techniques in which one can
clean seafood primarily for
home cooking.
Wash the crab and make
sure you are cleaning it under
a running tap. Lift the hard
shell along with the broken
apron. Clean the gut and the
insides of the crab and rinse it
thoroughly before you cut it.
n

Gamberi A.O.P

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

CHIMBORI MASALA
Ingredients: 6 medium crabs,
4 onions, 1 cup dry coconut,
grated, 8-10 black
peppercorns, 1 ½ inch
cinnamon, 3-4 cloves, 1 tbsp
ginger garlic paste, ½ tsp
turmeric powder, 2-3 tsp red
chilli powder, 1 tsp coriander
seeds, 2-3 kokum, 5 tbsp oil,
salt to taste
Method:
n Clean the crabs. Keep the
claws separate. Grind all
ambulatory legs in a mixer
and filter the juice.
n Heat 2tbsp oil in a pan, add

cinnamon, cloves, black
pepper, coriander seeds and
two sliced onions and sauté

an’t stop overeating?
Adopt a Mediterranean
diet as it not only deters
overeating, but also protects
against obesity and liver
diseases, suggests a new
study. In the study, the
researchers from Wake
Forest School of Medicine, US,
compared the effects of a
Mediterranean diet with
those of a Western diet in nonhuman primates.
“In comparison, the
animals on a Western diet ate
far more than they needed
and gained weight,” said
Carol A Shively, professor of
pathology at the varsity. The
researchers found that the
animals, following a
Mediterranean diet, chose not
to eat all the food available to
them, which meant they
maintained a lower body
weight. “What we found was
that the group on the
Mediterranean diet actually
ate fewer calories, had lower
body weight and had less body
fat than those on the Western
diet,” Shively added.
The researchers said the
Western diet was developed
by companies that want
customers to overeat. “This
diet was developed and
promoted by companies, who
want us to eat their food, so
they make it hyper-palatable,
meaning it hits all our buttons
so we overeat. Following a
Mediterranean diet ensures
that people do not overeat,”
Shively said.
The study also found that
Mediterranean diet protects

C

Use a
well-seasoned
aast iron pan
hile roasting or
h
earring fish to get
greaat crust. Flip
e fish
h only once
rough tthe entire
ooking prrocess, in a
pan.

Chimbori
Masala

Wanttostop
overeating?The
Mediterranean
dietcanhelp

until the onions turn golden.
n Now, add grated dry coconut

and fry till the colour
changes. Heat 3 tbsp oil and
sauté two chopped onions.
n Add ginger-garlic paste,

turmeric, chilli powder and
crabs. Sauté for 2 to 3
minutes and add the juice.
n Cover the mixture and cook

for 3-4 minutes.
n Add the coconut paste, salt

as per taste. Adjust the
water.
n Add kokum. Let the mixture

come to a boil and cook for 2
minutes. Remove from heat
garnish with coriander
leaves and serve hot.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya

against non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, known as
NAFLD, which is associated
with obesity and can cause
cirrhosis of the liver and liver
cancer. For the study, the
researchers included 38
middle-aged non-human
female primates, who were
randomised to either the
Mediterranean or Western
diet for about nine years.

IANS

THE RESEARCHERS
SAID THE WESTERN
DIET WAS DEVELOPED
BY COMPANIES THAT
WANT CUSTOMERS TO
OVEREAT, THEY MAKE
IT HYPER-PALATABLE

‘Overly extroverted bosses are too pushy’ Unwanted sexting can lead to psychological
hile extroverts are
often seen as natural
leaders in
organisations, people may
find overly extroverted bosses
too pushy or annoying,
suggests new research.
The study published in the
Journal of Applied
Psychology showed that
leaders were better liked and
more sought after for advice
when they hit a middle ‘sweet
spot’ on levels of
assertiveness and warmth,
two facets of extroversion. “A
moderate amount of
assertiveness and warmth
may be optimal,” said the lead
author of the study Jia
(Jasmine) Hu, Associate
Professor at The Ohio State
University in the US.
The study did find one
factor that helped highly
extroverted leaders receive
better marks from their peers;
the desire to look out for
others’ welfare. The
researchers did two related
studies.
The first involved 260

W

distress

Leaders who are
extroverts are more
sought after for
advice

A

PHOTO: ISTOCK

business undergraduates,
who were assigned to 78
self-managed teams. A
second, nearly identical study
involved 337 employees on
work teams. Like with the
students, these were selfmanaged teams without
formal leaders.

Both studies had similar
results. Leaders who were
extroverted tended to be
better liked and more sought
after for advice — but only up
to a point. Leaders who rated
themselves as very assertive
or very warm tended to see a
drop-off.

recent study suggests
that while sending or
receiving nude electronic
images may not always be
associated with poorer mental
health, being coerced to do so
and receiving unwanted sexts
was linked to a higher
likelihood of depression,
anxiety, and stress.
This new findings draw a link
between sexting and
psychological distress among
young adults.
As a part of the study, the
researchers found that
unwanted sexting under
coercion was also associated
with lower self-esteem.
Furthermore, men receiving
unwanted sexts had poorer
mental health outcomes.
The study was published in
the Journal of
Cyberpsychology, Behavior,
and Social Networking.
“With more of our lives
playing out online, sexting

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY

“If you’re too assertive as a
team member, people think
you’re pushy and they don’t
like that,” Hu said. “And if
you’re too friendly, that can
be overwhelming for others
who feel pressured to respond
in the same way,” she added.

IANS

and other private chatting
may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint.
Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual
education programmes to
ensure responsible use of
technologies,” says Brenda K
Wiederhold, lead author of
the study.

ANI

With more of our lives playing out online, sexting and
other private chatting may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint. Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual education programmes.
BRENDA K WIEDERHOLD, AUTHOR
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‘I’LLMAKETHE
PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

W
Vicky
Kaushal
PHOTO: PAUL
DAVID MARTIN

‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.

V

PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

F

ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

snehamahadevan@htlive.com

STOP PRESS
Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN

part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

Ekta
Kapoor
PHOTO: HTBS

HTC

SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness #love
#togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss house,
but separated soon after. Ankit
HTC
earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T
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Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)
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DAILY HOROSCOPE

Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

CALVIN AND HOBBES

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Bill Watterson

Hiten Tejwani
was recently
seen in
Kalank

MATHDOKU

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh BachchaN didN’t charge
aNy moNey for his work iN the 2006
film, DarNa Zaroori Hai, aNd his
shots were all filmed iN oNe day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

SCRAMBLE - 3080
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are
others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of the
trend but says he does not
want to rush into things.
“I would love to do a biopic.
It can be on TV, film or web.
And why not? Biopics make
for an engaging watch and the
kind of reaction it gets from
everyone is evident from how
popular they become. But I
think it’s really not easy to
play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says.
The actor then goes on to
give the example of Ranbir
Kapoor in Sanju (2018), where
the former played the role of
his industry colleague and
senior Sanjay Dutt. Hiten feels
that when you have a real life

I dwell iN ____________. - Emily DickiNsoN (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

Shreya Mukherjee

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

BINGE-WATCH GUIDE

I

Biopics make for an
engaging watch and
the kind of reaction it
gets from everyone is
evident from how
popular they become...
If ever I get an
opportunity, I would
lap it up for sure.

YOU
2018 | 16+| 1 season| Crime
Drama

reference it becomes all the
more important to make the
part look convincing. He also
praises Ranbir for doing a
good job.
“If ever I get an opportunity,
I would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time and
effort too. It would give me a
different kind of adrenaline
rush to play such a character.
What’s more important is that
the mannerisms of the person I
am portraying on screen
should be correct or else the
audience might not be able to
connect,” adds the actor,
known for hit TV shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi and Kutumb.
So who would he like to play
onscreen? Hiten pauses for a
while before adding, “I don’t
have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting. It
all depends on the maker of the
project. If he or she thinks that
I fit a part then I am sure I will
be approached.”
n

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

EDITOR’S
PICK

MOVIES ON TV
Starring: Penn Badgley,
Elizabeth Lail, Shay Mitchell
Synopsis: Obsessed with an
aspiring writer, a charming
bookstore manager goes to
extreme measures to insert
himself into her life.

Starring: Phoebe WallerBridge, Sian Clifford

HITEN TEJWANI ACTOR

FLEABAG
2016| 18+| 1 season| Comedy

Synopsis: A hilarious window
into the mind of a dry-witted,
sexual, angry, grief-riddled
woman, as she hurls herself at
modern living in London.
Starring: Ranvir Shorey, Purbi
Joshi, Omi Vaidya

METRO PARK
2019| 13+| 1 Season| Comedy

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

HitenTejwani
wantstoplay
ahistoricalfigure

DT IIO
HUISS
TART LY
ADENBP

Synopsis: Kinjal enjoys the
new suburban life while
Kannan struggles to adjust. A
techie Poojari comes over
leaving them stunned.

Blood
Diamond at
1420

EDITOR’S
PICK

0911 Wild Wild
West
1100 The Adventures of
Tintin
1252 Due Date
1420 Blood Diamond
1651 Godzilla
1900 What A Girl Wants
2100 Justice League
2312 Ocean’s Eight

War of The Planet of The
Apes at 1402

Sniper Ghost Shooter at 1342

1020 Men In Black 3
1217 The Boss Baby
1402 War of The Planet of
The Apes
1640 Ice Age
1818 Life of Pi
2050 Ong Bak
2257 Thor

1202 Fearless Hyena II
1342 Sniper Ghost Shooter
1517 King Arthur: Legend of
The Sword
1719 Surf’s Up 2: WaveMania
1845 Valerian And The City Of A
Thousand Planets
2100 Brick Mansion
2232 Saturday Night Fever

Padman at 1415

Spyder at 2100

1102 Pyaar Kiya To Darna Kya
1415 Padman
1708 Yamlok
2000 Jumanji: Welcome To
The Jungle
2234 Veere Di Wedding

0928 Daring Baaz 3
1219 Shoorveer
1508 Daring Baaz
1808 The Real Tiger
2100 Spyder
2346 Mahaveer

Starring: Vikrant Massey,
Harleen Sethi

BROKEN BUT BEAUTIFUL
2018| 18+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: When love gives
two heartbroken people a
second chance, a beautiful love
story begins.

Starring: Atul Kulkarni, Priya
Bapat, Siddharth Chandekar

CITY OF DREAMS
2019| 15+| 1 Season| Drama

Synopsis: An assassination
attempt on Mumbai’s most
polarising politico triggers a
dirty game of power and
politics in the Gaikwad family.

Policegiri at 2100
1145 Bharjari
1440 Border
1810 Masterpiece
2100 Policegiri
2350 Aankhen

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com
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It ain’t all roses: Kylie
Minogue on fame
op star Kylie Minogue says
being famous is not a cake
walk and the celebrity
status comes with a lot of
“work, graft and insecurity”.
She said success at times
has a negative impact but it is
important to stay strong. ‘‘(It)
takes a lot of work, graft and
insecurity — not always what
the wrapped-up end product
looks like. There have been
times when I’ve thought, ‘I just
can’t.’ But you’ve got to take
the knocks because they’re
always coming. It ain’t all
roses. But maybe otherwise it

P
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WONDERWOMAN’S
MUM? NO,THANKS

wouldn’t be as sweet in the
end,” Minogue told The
Sunday Times Style magazine.
After spending four decades
in the entertainment industry,
the singer is still in no mood to
slow down. “I don’t know how
much time I’ve got before my
showbiz hips and knees start
to protest. They’ll be like,
‘You’ve been treading those
boards for a long time, we
think you should slow down a
bit.’ I keep threatening my
team that I’m going to retire,”
she added.

harlize Theron has
revealed she was offered
to play mother to Gal
Gadot’s Wonder Woman
in the DC superhero origin
story, a pitch she described as
a “slap in the face”.
The 43-year-old actor, who
is nine years elder to Gadot,
shared the incident on Watch
What Happens Live With
Andy Cohen.

C

PTI

“This is a great example of
how Hollywood like slaps you
in the face when you start
ageing,” she said.
Theron — who won the
Academy Award for 2004’s
Monster — laughed and said
that she thought she was
talking with someone in
Hollywood to play Wonder
Woman.
“And I was like, ‘I’m not

familiar with it. What does
Wonder Woman really do?’
And this person said, ‘No, it’s
for Wonder Woman’s mom.’ It
was the defining moment
when I crossed over. And I
wasn’t fully aware of it,” she
added.
Eventually, the role of
Hippolyta was played by the
53-year-old Connie Nielsen.

This is a great example
of how Hollywood
like slaps you in the
face when you start
ageing.
CHARLIZE THERON ACTOR

PTI

Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoTepisode
ctor Jessica Chastain
took a dig at the makers
of Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode,
Sandor ‘The Hound’ Clegane
tells Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left
King’s Landing with him, she
would not have faced villains
like Petyr ‘Littlefinger’
Baelish and Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all
my life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted XMen: Dark Phoenix, took to
Twitter Tuesday to call out
the series for crediting
Sansa’s victimisation in order
to grow. “Rape is not a tool to
make a character stronger. A
woman doesn’t need to be
victimised in order to become
a butterfly. The #littlebird
was always a Phoenix. Her

A

PHOTO: BENOIT TESSIER/REUTERS

EVANGELINE
LILLY TO STAR
IN HAPPY LIFE
ctors Evangeline Lilly
and Ike Barinholtz are set
to play the lead roles in
independent comedy Happy
Life. According to Variety,
David Stassen has been roped
in to write and direct the
project. The film will mark his
feature directorial debut.
Stassen and Barinholtz are
also producing the film,
alongside Andrew Robinson
and Aperture Media
Productions.
Lilly will play the role of a
new mom who suspects her
husband, played by
Barinholtz, of having an affair
with an Instagram star. “One
mistake after another leads
her into the arms of a younger
man as she struggles to come
to terms with her life
decisions and be the mother
she aspires to be,” the plot
synopsis read.
The production on the
project is scheduled to begin
PTI
sometime this year.

A

prevailing strength is solely
because of her. And her alone.
#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote.
Baelish, through the
seasons, manipulated Sansa
according to his needs while
posing as her protector and
mentor. It was, Littlefinger,
who orchestrated the
execution of Sansa’s father
Ned Stark, deaths of Jon
Arryn and Joffrey Baratheon,
framed Tyrion Lannister for
the attempt on Bran Stark’s
life and eventually caused the
War of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s
books, the fifth season of the
series showed Ramsay rape
Sansa on their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore
against the latest episode.
Meanwhile, Dark Phoenix
will see Turner reprise her
role as the telekinetictelepath mutant, Jean Grey
a.k.a. Phoenix.

Oscar-nominated star Jessica Chastain (above) disapproved of
Sansa Stark’s scene with The Hound and took to Twitter on Tuesday
to call out the series
PHOTO: JEAN-BAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP

PTI

PHOTO: DANNY MOLOSHOK/REUTERS

‘Outsiders in Bollywood miss the guidance a
godfather can give’
Rishabh Suri
e shot to instant fame after
playing Priyanka Chopra
Jonas’ husband in Mary
Kom (2014), and followed it up
with films such as NH10 (2015)
and Baaghi 2 (2018). But actor
Darshan Kumar feels that his
career could have gone even
further if he had a “godfather”.
“You need someone, some
kind of support, who can push
you ahead. Otherwise, we are
learning ourselves, all alone,
every day. Someone needs to
show you the right path. As
outsiders, we miss that. Sooner
or later, we do get a chance, but
as an actor, someone can give
you guidance,” he says.
This is maybe why he hasn’t
got commercial, ‘masala’ films
till date. What also might
surprise people is that Darshan
is a trained dancer, too.
“I would love to do every
kind of role, as my background
is in theatre. I want to explore
something in comedy. Since
you haven’t been seen in these
kind of roles, people don’t know
if you can act or not. I have
done 10-20 comedy plays. I also
want to do a dance film. I learnt
from Shiamak (Davar;

H

choreographer) sir for a year or
so, and have been pursuing it
for seven-eight years,” says
Darshan, who will be seen next
in a web series based on the Uri
strikes, and The Family Man
with Manoj Bajpayee.
He missed out on some
masala films, too. “I did a film
called Mirza Juliet… I get
many offers, but my focus is on
the fact that it has to be a good
director. You work hard for
something, but it is not
executed that way, it’s not
promoted well. People don’t
know whether it’s releasing or
not… at least one person has to
be there who can market it
well, so it reaches the
audiences,” Darshan signs off.

GINA RODRIGUEZ
GETS MARRIED
ane the Virgin star Gina
Rodriguez has exchanged
vows with fiance Joe
LoCicero. The actor shared the
news of her wedding on
Instagram with a video from
the ceremony.
“May 4, 2019 was absolute
magic. To my husband Joseph,
I am yours forever,” she
captioned the post.
For the wedding, Rodriguez,
34, chose a Pronovias Ribelia
gown with spaghetti straps
and a draped neckline.
LoCicero, 32, and Rodriguez
first met in 2016 on the sets of
Jane the Virgin and started
PTI
dating.

J

ACTOR DARSHAN
KUMAR FEELS THAT
HIS CAREER COULD
HAVE GONE EVEN
FURTHER AFTER
MARY KOM IF HE
HAD A “GODFATHER”
Darshan Kumar
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/DARSHANKUMAAR

Evangeline Lilly
PHOTO: TIZIANA FABI/AFP
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CUT THE CRAB RIGHT

Photos for
representational
purpose only
PHOTOS: ISTOCK

Love seafood, but not sure how to go about cleaning and cooking it? Fret not, here’s what you can do to
relish a plate of lip-smacking delicacies at home
Red Snapper
Ceviche

Causa Soft Shell Crab

DO AND DON’TS OF
SEAFOOD COOKING
n Always make sure to

Anjali Shetty
ith summer in full
swing, seafood lovers
can look out for lipsmacking options of
fish such as sole, Bombay
duck, sea bass and shelled
variations of prawns, crabs
and others.
To start with, ensure your
pick is fresh and used within
two days of purchase. Buying
from a known source is a great
option. Chef Daya Singh says,
“With prawns, it is very
important to devein the
prawns and then wash them in
cold running water. For squid,
it is important to clean it from
the inside and the outside. It is
imperative to wash off all the
squid ink.”
Chef Anuroopa Banerjee
has created a quarterly
seafood calendar and likes to
stick to that as much as
possible. “This quarter we will
use soft shell crabs, scallops,
tiger prawns, white prawns
and sole fish,” she says.
She advises that mackerel,

W

mud crabs, small prawns,
golden anchovy, barramundi
and catfish should be avoided
for the time being.
Chef Liton Bhakta shares,
“Red lobster is a must have for
this season. You can have
spicy lobster tacos, linguine
with lobster sauce, lobster
stuffed peppers and the list
goes on. Another seafood that
you have to try is bhetki fish
which is also called as Asian
sea bass. The best way to have
the Asian sea bass is to either
cook it with a Goan-styled
gravy or to fry it.”

SEAFOOD IN DAILY
COOKING
Including seafood in our diets
and daily cooking is easy. This
is owing to the fact that if we
pick seasonal seafood, it’s not
only nutritious but also cooks
fast.
Banerjee adds, “One can
marinate seafood for a few
hours and then pan grill it or
tawa fry. It’s also very easy to
bake or make simple curries.”
Executive chef Ashvini
Kumar suggests incorporating

Chilli Crab

a small portion of seafood,
such as shrimp, tuna, or river
salmon, within a plant-based
recipe, such as in a stir fry
gravy, shallow fry, steamed,
salad, in whole wheat pasta or
risotto, fish spit roasting, from
the tandoor, etc.
The most easy way to use
fish is to simply cook chunks of
it in a local gravy of your
choice and to have it with
available ingredients.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya
says, “For making gravies, use
ingredients such as garlic,
fresh coriander, coconuts,
tamarind, kokum and fennel.
These ingredients give a
different taste to a gravy and
does not overpower the
flavour of the fish. Make a
marinade of dry and fresh
spices, marinate small pieces
of fish and simply grill it on a
hot griddle.”
When cooking seafood at
home, the easiest way is to
pan-sear your catch and drop
some prawns in a light curry.
The best way to incorporate
seafood is to keep it simple and
just do a nice curry or fish fry
or explore techniques like
aked fish, pollichathu,
uggests Chef Thomas
Zacharias.

purchase fresh seafood
that doess not smell
too fishy o
or sour. Buy
fresh seaffood that is
refrigeratted or
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yed on a thick
bed o
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fresh ice that is not
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elting.
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ook seafood to
aan internal
ttemperature of
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Never eat raw
fish/sushi from
p
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supermarket
or small joints.
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h
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echnical so be
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Lobster
and
Avocado
Ceviche

Cooking sse
eafood is
ricky. Ev
ricky
Eve
en a minute of
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o
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CLEANING SEAFOOD
Chef Hussain Shahzad points
out that there are many
o
techniques in which one can
clean seafood primarily for
home cooking.
Wash the crab and make
sure you are cleaning it under
a running tap. Lift the hard
shell along with the broken
apron. Clean the gut and the
insides of the crab and rinse it
thoroughly before you cut it.
n

Gamberi A.O.P

anjali.shetty@htlive.com

CHIMBORI MASALA
Ingredients: 6 medium crabs,
4 onions, 1 cup dry coconut,
grated, 8-10 black
peppercorns, 1 ½ inch
cinnamon, 3-4 cloves, 1 tbsp
ginger garlic paste, ½ tsp
turmeric powder, 2-3 tsp red
chilli powder, 1 tsp coriander
seeds, 2-3 kokum, 5 tbsp oil,
salt to taste
Method:
n Clean the crabs. Keep the
claws separate. Grind all
ambulatory legs in a mixer
and filter the juice.
n Heat 2tbsp oil in a pan, add

cinnamon, cloves, black
pepper, coriander seeds and
two sliced onions and sauté

an’t stop overeating?
Adopt a Mediterranean
diet as it not only deters
overeating, but also protects
against obesity and liver
diseases, suggests a new
study. In the study, the
researchers from Wake
Forest School of Medicine, US,
compared the effects of a
Mediterranean diet with
those of a Western diet in nonhuman primates.
“In comparison, the
animals on a Western diet ate
far more than they needed
and gained weight,” said
Carol A Shively, professor of
pathology at the varsity. The
researchers found that the
animals, following a
Mediterranean diet, chose not
to eat all the food available to
them, which meant they
maintained a lower body
weight. “What we found was
that the group on the
Mediterranean diet actually
ate fewer calories, had lower
body weight and had less body
fat than those on the Western
diet,” Shively added.
The researchers said the
Western diet was developed
by companies that want
customers to overeat. “This
diet was developed and
promoted by companies, who
want us to eat their food, so
they make it hyper-palatable,
meaning it hits all our buttons
so we overeat. Following a
Mediterranean diet ensures
that people do not overeat,”
Shively said.
The study also found that
Mediterranean diet protects

C

Use a
well-seasoned
aast iron pan
hile roasting or
h
earring fish to get
greaat crust. Flip
e fish
h only once
rough tthe entire
ooking prrocess, in a
pan.

Chimbori
Masala

Wanttostop
overeating?The
Mediterranean
dietcanhelp

until the onions turn golden.
n Now, add grated dry coconut

and fry till the colour
changes. Heat 3 tbsp oil and
sauté two chopped onions.
n Add ginger-garlic paste,

turmeric, chilli powder and
crabs. Sauté for 2 to 3
minutes and add the juice.
n Cover the mixture and cook

for 3-4 minutes.
n Add the coconut paste, salt

as per taste. Adjust the
water.
n Add kokum. Let the mixture

come to a boil and cook for 2
minutes. Remove from heat
garnish with coriander
leaves and serve hot.
Sous chef Nilesh Vaidya

against non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, known as
NAFLD, which is associated
with obesity and can cause
cirrhosis of the liver and liver
cancer. For the study, the
researchers included 38
middle-aged non-human
female primates, who were
randomised to either the
Mediterranean or Western
diet for about nine years.

IANS

THE RESEARCHERS
SAID THE WESTERN
DIET WAS DEVELOPED
BY COMPANIES THAT
WANT CUSTOMERS TO
OVEREAT, THEY MAKE
IT HYPER-PALATABLE

‘Overly extroverted bosses are too pushy’ Unwanted sexting can lead to psychological
hile extroverts are
often seen as natural
leaders in
organisations, people may
find overly extroverted bosses
too pushy or annoying,
suggests new research.
The study published in the
Journal of Applied
Psychology showed that
leaders were better liked and
more sought after for advice
when they hit a middle ‘sweet
spot’ on levels of
assertiveness and warmth,
two facets of extroversion. “A
moderate amount of
assertiveness and warmth
may be optimal,” said the lead
author of the study Jia
(Jasmine) Hu, Associate
Professor at The Ohio State
University in the US.
The study did find one
factor that helped highly
extroverted leaders receive
better marks from their peers;
the desire to look out for
others’ welfare. The
researchers did two related
studies.
The first involved 260

W

distress

Leaders who are
extroverts are more
sought after for
advice

A

PHOTO: ISTOCK

business undergraduates,
who were assigned to 78
self-managed teams. A
second, nearly identical study
involved 337 employees on
work teams. Like with the
students, these were selfmanaged teams without
formal leaders.

recent study suggests
that while sending or
receiving nude electronic
images may not always be
associated with poorer mental
health, being coerced to do so
and receiving unwanted sexts
was linked to a higher
likelihood of depression,
anxiety, and stress.
This new findings draw a link
between sexting and
psychological distress among
young adults.
As a part of the study, the
researchers found that
unwanted sexting under
coercion was also associated
with lower self-esteem.
Furthermore, men receiving
unwanted sexts had poorer
mental health outcomes.
The study was published in
the Journal of
Cyberpsychology, Behavior,
and Social Networking.
“With more of our lives
playing out online, sexting

PHOTO: ISTOCK; FOR
REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSES
ONLY

Both studies had similar
results. Leaders who were
extroverted tended to be
better liked and more sought
after for advice — but only up
to a point. Leaders who rated
themselves as very assertive
or very warm tended to see a
drop-off.

“If you’re too assertive as a
team member, people think
you’re pushy and they don’t
like that,” Hu said. “And if
you’re too friendly, that can
be overwhelming for others
who feel pressured to respond
in the same way,” she added.

IANS

and other private chatting
may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint.
Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual
education programmes to
ensure responsible use of
technologies,” says Brenda K
Wiederhold, lead author of
the study.

ANI

With more of our lives playing out online, sexting and
other private chatting may be contributing to an
indelible digital footprint. Digital sex is a much-needed
topic in today’s sexual education programmes.
BRENDA K WIEDERHOLD, AUTHOR
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shortstories
PGI SWEEPER’S
BIKE CRASHES
INTO TREE, DIES
CHANDIGARH : A 30-year-old man
employed as sweeper at Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Education and Research (PGIMER)
was killed and his colleague, who
was riding pillion, received injuries
after the motorcycle they were
riding on crashed into a tree in the
wee hours of Wednesday. The
deceased, Sonu of Sector 25, was a
native of Dehradun. He was
driving the bike while Vijay
Kumar was riding pillion with
him. The two were allegedly drunk
and returning to home after
attending a function when Sonu
lost control over the bike and
crashed into a tree. They were
rushed to PGIMER where Sonu
was declared brought dead,
while Vijay is undergoing treatment. Sonu was married and is
survived by his wife and two
children aged 10 and 12. His parents
have been informed who are on
their way to the city from Dehradun. Sector 11 police have
initiated inquest proceedings. HTC

Son of UT police ASI
commits suicide
CHANDIGARH : A 30-year-old man
committed suicide by hanging
himself from a ceiling fan on
Wednesday morning, police said.
Gurpreet Singh, 30, a resident of
Sector 34, was the son of a Chandigarh Police assistant sub inspector
(ASI) Satnaam Singh, who is
currently posted at Maloya police
station. Police said Gurpreet was
undergoing treatment for depression and was struggling to deal
with his condition for long. He was
alone at the house when he took
the extreme step. After returning
from his duty, Satnaam went to his
son’s room and found him hanging.
Sector 34 police have initiated
inquest proceedings.

World Red Cross Day
celebrated
PATIALA: The World Red Cross Day
was celebrated on Wednesday at
Police DAV Public School. A special
assembly was organised to
highlight the importance of the
day. First-aid box making competition was organised. Drug De-Addiction Centre Saket Hospital
director Parminder Kaur Manchanda and traffic marshal Kaka
Ram graced the occasion.
HTC

WILL MAKE THE PRESSURE WORK FOR ME
IMMENSELY CONFIDENT, VICKY IS COOL WITH EXPECTATIONS >>htcity p3

Pass percentage improves by 19.8 in district
CLASS-10 PSEB RESULTS District has witnessed a total pass percentage of 84.7% against 64.9% last year, 19 students on merit list
HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The Patiala district has

recorded improvement in pass
percentage by 19.8% in
Class-10 examination results of
the Punjab School Education
Board (PSEB) on Wednesday.
The district has witnessed a
total pass percentage of 84.7%
against 64.9% of last year. Of
20,772 students who appeared in
the examination from district,
17,593 students have cleared the
examination.
In the merit list of 336 students
released by the board, 19 students are from schools in Patiala
district.
GIRLS DOMINATE THE
MERIT LIST
Continuing the winning streak,
girls bagged the top positions in
the district. Of 19 merit holders,
17 girl students secured merit
positions.
Priyanka Rani of Sun Flower
Model High School, Patiala, has
topped the district with 98.92%
marks by scoring 643 marks out
of 650.
Simran Kaur of Lucky
Meeran Public School, Bhunerheri village, and Navneet Kaur of
Play Ways Senior Secondary
School, Patiala, shared the
second position with 98.62%
marks by scoring 641 marks out
of 650.
Tamana and Simarpreet Kaur
of Sun Flower Model High
School, Patiala, and Khushandeep Kaur of Senior Senior Secondary Model School, Punjabi
University, Patiala, shared third
spot with 98.31% marks. The trio
scored 639 out of 650 marks.
District topper Priyanka Rani
said her hard work has yielded
distinctive results for her as she
never expected to be part of the
merit list. “I studied for more
than eight hours every day. I
have now opted for non-medical
at higher secondary level,” she
said.
She said it is a proud moment
for the family and thanked her

n

District topper Priyanka Rani (centre) with students and teachers at Sun Flower High School.
PHOTOS: BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT

teachers for supporting her to
excel in academics.
Pertinently, the performance
of government schools remained
unconvincing as only one student Amandeep Kaur of Government Senior Secondary School,
Wazidpur village, secured
97.54% marks and made way into
the merit list.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
DOMINATE
The private schools across the
district dominated the merit list.
Of 19 students in the merit list, 18
are from private schools.
Navneet Kaur of Jathedar
Balour Singh Memorial Senior
Secondary (JBSMSS) School,
Thamana village, scored 98.15%
marks, Harmanpreet Singh of
Sri Dashmesh Public Senior Secondary School, Patiala, got
98.15%, Tisha and Riya Thakur
of Malwa Public Senior Secondary School, Nabha, got 98%
marks.
Sandhya of Sun Flower Model
High School, Patiala, also scored
98% marks. Rajwinder Kaur of
JBSMSS School and Parveen
Kaur of Lucky Meera Senior Secondary School, Bhunerheri vil-

Yogendra Yadav joins
Dr Gandhi’s roadshow

BATHINDA VILLAGE GIRL BAGS
THIRD POSITION IN STATE
BATHINDA : Jashanpreet
Kaur, a student of Government Senior Secondary
School, Gulab Garh village, has brought laurels to
the village by bagging third
rank at state level in
Class-10 results of the Punjab School Education
Board. She scored 644
marks out of 650 with
99.08% and shared third
position with six other students. Her father Varinder
Gora Singh, a farmer,
ecstatic over her achievement, said she has made
them proud by bagging the
third position in the state.

HT Correspondent
patiala@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA : The Member of Parlia-

ment from Patiala and Punjab
Democratic Alliance candidate
Dr Dharamvira Gandhi got a
major boost when Swaraj India's
national president Yogendra
Yadav joined him during a roadshow in Derabassi on Wednesday.
Yogendra Yadav appealed to
vote for Dr Gandhi, who was a
new face in 2014, but now has
proven himself by his conduct as
a Member of Parliament and
bringing projects worth thousand of crores rupee for the people of Patiala.
Yadav said Dr Gandhi not
only raised voice for the people of
Patiala but talked about the
whole Punjab and India including Sikh Marriage Bill, rights
and plights of farmers, drugs
problem in Punjab, etc.
No MP has raised such
questions in last 70 years, he

n

Punjab Democratic Alliance candidate Dr Dharamvira Gandhi and
Swaraj India's national president Yogendra Yadav during the
BHARAT BHUSHAN /HT
roadshow at Dera Bassi on Wednesday.

said. “It has been two years of
Congress rule, the government
must tell people about their work
in the state,” he said.
When people question these
the two national parties, they
either talk about Hindu-Muslim
debate or India-Pakistan issue

whereas the main issues are
neglected since these parties
have done nothing for anyone
except big corporates, Yadav
said. Dr Gandhi appealed to people to come out in large numbers
and vote for him so that he could
work for the common cause.

n

chandigarh@htlive.com

RUPNAGAR: An ICICI Bank Automated Teller Machine (ATM)
carrying ₹9.55 lakh in it was
uprooted and taken away by robbers in the wee hours of Wednesday.
The ATM was installed at Shiwalik Automobile showroom
opposite the Sainik Rest House
near the old bus stand here.The
robbers came in a Honda City car
at around 1.50am and entered the
showroom after breaking open
the shutter.
They also broke open the aluminium door of the ATM cabin in
the showroom. The robbers cut
loose the ATM using welding and

THE ATM WAS INSTALLED
AT SHIWALIK
AUTOMOBILE
SHOWROOM,
OPPOSITE THE SAINIK
REST HOUSE, NEAR THE
OLD BUS STAND
took it away in a recovery
van(crane) towards the railway
road side. The crane used was
also stolen and belongs to Vasu
Crane, Rupnagar. Later, the robbers left the crane at the same
place from where it was stolen.
On getting the information
about the incident, Rupnagar
deputy superintendent of police

(DSP) Gurvinder Singh and city
station house officer (SHO) Sunil
Kumar reached the spot and
started investigation.
Police also examined the
CCTV footage of the showroom.
The SHO said police have got
some vital clues and expressed
hope that the accused will be
arrested soon.
Police have registered a case
under Section 457 (house-breaking by night ) and 380 (theft) of the
Indian Penal Code against unidentified persons.
Interestingly,the showroom
from where the ATM was stolen
is situated along the road where
traffic movement is round-theclock. The robbers took about
two hours to execute the crime.

Students celebrating achievement at Senior Secondary Model School at Punjabi University.

Sangrur girl bags second
spot in state with 99.23%
Avtar Singh
n

avtar.singh1@htlive.com

SANGRUR :Harleen Kaur, 16, a stu-

n

Jashanpreet Kaur, 99%

She aims to become an
engineer and has appeared
in the examination to
get admission at a meritorious school. Her mother
Harmanpreet Kaur is a
HTC
house wife.

dent of Robin Model Senior Secondary School at Dhuri, Sangrur, has bagged second rank at
state level with 99.23% marks in
Class-10 results of the Punjab
School Education Board.
Kaur who aims to join Indian
Police Service (IPS) said she
avoided social media and
focused on her studies to fulfil
her dream to serve as an IPS
officer.
“My parents never asked me
to domestic work and they
always advised me to concentrate on my studies. I was doing
hard work and studied till late in
the night every day,” said Harleen Kaur.
Hailing from Ranchana village near Dhuri town of the district, Kaur’s mother is a govern-

n

Harleen Kaur

ment school teacher and her
father is in a private job.
“Though it is a first step
towards my destination, my
parents and teachers are very
happy who helped me a lot during this journey. I want to tell
people that girls can achieve a
lot if parents provide them
opportunities. There are many
social taboos in our society but
we have to show faith in our

daughters leaving feudal mindset behind,” she saod.
Rajinder Kaur, her mother,
said that Harleen is working
hard and always focuses on her
dreams.
“We never asked her to waste
her time in domestic works.
Even she preferred her
education. I am proud of my
daughter and she will shine one
day and serve the nation,” she
said.
Robin Model Senior Secondary School principal Madhu
Sharma said eight students of
her school bagged positions in
the state merit list.
“Harleen bagged second rank
in the state and first position in
the district. Besides, Diya Garg
scored 98.92% and Hushanpreet
Kaur bagged 98.76% marks, who
obtained second and third positions in the district respectively,” Sharma said.

School, Wazidpur village, and
Simranjeet Kaur of BN Khalsa
High School, Dhadoa, scored
97.54% marks. Prabhjot Kaur of
New Malwa Public High School,
Patran, and Rupinder Kaur of
JBSMSS School got 97.38%
marks.

UNIDENTIFIED
BODY FOUND
FROM DRAIN

Three Nabha students shine on merit list

found murdered near a drain
passing through Patiala-Rajpura Road here on Wednesday.
The incident came to light
when locals spotted a dead body
floating in the drain due to foul
smell emanating from it.
Police said, “It appears the
victim was strangulated to death
as there are marks on his neck.
He was also attacked with a
sharp-edged weapons.”
Prima facie crime was committed at some other place and
the body was dumped here few
days back, police said.
There was no recovery of any
identity proof or mobile phone
from the body. “We have circulated the deceased’s photograph
with details of identification
marks at all police stations so
that he can be identified,” police
said.
A case has been registered
under Section 302 (punishment
for murder) and 201 (destruction
of evidence) of the IPC against
unidentified persons.
HTC

Robbers flee with ICICI ATM
having ₹9.5 lakh in Rupnagar
HT Correspondent

n

lage, secured 97.85% marks.
Parminder Kaur of Baba
Farid Public Institute of Education, Tarkheri, and Gautam of
Malwa Public Senior Secondary
School, Nabha, got 97.69%
marks. Amandeep Kaur of Government Senior Secondary

PATIALA:An unidentified man was
n

7:05pm
5:33am

n

The uprooted ATM at Shiwalik
Automobile showroom, in
Rupnagar on Wednesday.
HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
n

patiala@hindustantimes.com

NABHA : Three students from

Nabha have made it to the merit
list of Class-10 Punjab School
Education Board examination.
Tisha and Riya Thakur shared
12th position while Gautam
bagged 14th position on the list of
336 merit holders.
Tisha and Riya Thakur of
Malwa Public Senior Secondary
School, Nabha, bagged first position in the city with 637 marks out
of 650. Third spot was bagged by
Gautam of the same school, who
scored 635 marks out of 650.
Tisha wants to be a surgeon
and she will be pursuing medical

n

Tisha, 98%

in higher education. “It intrigues
me how life functions and I love to
read botany and biology,” said
Tisha. Riya is also studying medical and aims to be a cardiologist.

n

Riya Thakur, 98%

Gautam has opted humanities
and wants to become a politician.
“I am studying economics to
understand economic policies
and help frame better ones as the

n

Gautam, 97.69%

current policies don't seem to be
bringing happiness among public,” he said. School principal
Alok Mukheja congratulated the
achievers.

Row over RSS man singing
paeans on PM Modi at PU

Village residents
raise slogans
against Singla

Arshdeep Arshi

SANGRUR:The residents of Gharachon village opposed and raised
slogans against Punjab public
works minister Vijay Inder Singla and Congress’s Sangrur candidate Kewal Singh Dhillon on
Wednesday. The incident took
place when both the leaders were
holding an election meeting in the
village.
The youths were reportedly
stopped by the security but residents started raising slogans
against the minister and Congress candidate.
“The residents just wanted to
ask about jobs and other welfare
schemes. But the minister was
reluctant and his supporters
including security did not allow
youths to go near him,” said Harjinder Singh, a resident of Gharachon. Meanwhile, dismissing
allegations, Vijay Inder Singla
said he gave proper time to a
youth who wanted a dialogue
with him and listened to him near
his car.
“We held a smooth meeting in
the village. Even I listened to the
grievances of a youth but his
friends went in altercation with
security personnel and started
making a video. However, we are
getting huge response in the
field,” Singla said.
HTC

n

letterschd@hindustantimes.

CHANDIGARH :Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS) ideologue
Indresh Kumar’s singing
praises for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government
at an event on Panjab University campus has kicked up a
row.
Kumar presided over a seminar organised by ‘Forum for
Awareness of National Security’, a private organisation, on
‘No more Pakistan’ wherein he
said that the Bharatiya Janata
Party will form the government
again in 2019. “Those Western
and Europian countries, which
once had the policy to not let
enter Modi, now are giving him
red carpet welcome. Now, Modi
is before Trump, Modi is before
British PM, Modi is before
French PM. India has become a
superpower,” said Kumar in his
address, crediting the PM and
his government for bringing
down communal riots, and
launching initiatives such as
swachhta campaign and GST.
He also said that there was
nothing wrong in PM Modi calling former PM Rajiv Gandhi
corrupt.

n

Indresh Kumar

Congress candidate from city
Pawan Kumar Bansal said Election Commission of India
should take action against the
Panjab University and the organisers. “Even if we have to hold
an event at the varsity ground,
we have to take permission.
Here, they were allowed to hold
an event in the building,” Bansal said.
PU registrar Karamjeet
Singh said he had no knowledge
of the event and passed the buck
on to dean of university instruction (DUI) Shankarji Jha. Jha,
however, said that it does not
come under his jurisdiction.
Vice-chancellor Raj Kumar did
not respond to phone calls.
Paramjeet Singh, one of the
organisers, said, “He (Indresh
Kumar) did not directly take

any names.” Former PUTA
president Mohammed Khalid
said, “University platforms
should not be allowed for propagation of a political ideology. In
the garb of seminars or conferences, if a particular party or
ideology is promoted, it should
be stopped.”
He further said, “We are
observing that for the past one
year, people of a particular ideology are being called here. University means universal. There
should be discussion and dialogue between people from all
groups. Providing platform for
a particular ideology or party
does not hold good for the university.”
Indresh had also credited
Modi government for Masood
Azhar’s being declared a global
terrorist and Balakot air strike.
“After Balakot air strike, there
is complete peace on the border.
It was a political decision on will
power. Army cannot do anything alone, only little action
can be done. The army was
given liberty to act that created
history,” he said.
The event was attended by Lt
Gen PN Hoon (retd), former
chief of the army’s Western
Command .
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Perfect 100 score in languages
promotes cramming: Experts ‘Haanji’ is so typical of this city,
V I V E K D A H I YA , 3 4 , M O D E L - T U R N E D - A C T O R

it’s fun how we speak over here

ROTE LEARNING All over the country, 2,758 students scored full marks in
Sanskrit, 1,820 in English communication, and 24 in English language and literature
Arshdeep Arshi
n

arshdeep.arshi@htlive.com

CHANDIGARH : A day after the

declaration of Class 10 results
by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), experts
on Tuesday said that the perfect
100 score is unjustifiable in languages, saying that it promotes
cramming.
As per the data of the results
announced by the educational
board, a number of students
scored a perfect 100 in different
subjects, including languages.
Across India, 2,758 students
in Sanskrit, 1,820 in English
communication, 24 in English
language and literature, 980
students in Hindi course A, 1,290
in Hindi course B, 462 in
Marathi, 232 in French, 173 in
Bengali, 77 in Punjabi, 73 in
Malayalam, 55 in Arabic, 20
in Urdu course A, 17 in German
and 11 in Kannada, scored full
marks.

›

This trend has been
going on for quite a
few years now. The
students’ own way of
writing/thinking is not
appreciated in this system.
It is unfortunate and has
been widely critiqued.
KRISHNA KUMAR,
former NCERT director

Former National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) director
Krishna Kumar said, “This
trend has been going on for
quite a few years now. This culture of right or wrong and
‘model answers’ promotes
cramming. The students’ own
way of writing/thinking is not
appreciated in this system. It is

unfortunate and has been
widely critiqued but since
2009-10, the CBSE has gone on to
follow this pattern.”
“The sensibilities that should
be examined are not being
examined,” he said.
Chairperson of the School of
Punjabi Studies, Panjab University (PU), Yograj Angrish, said,
“The language and literature
are being taught simply on the
pattern of grammar and multiple choice questions. The
purpose of teaching literature is
being defeated. Students know
the correct answers from books
but not their meaning.”
OBJECTIONS TO
CHECKING GUIDELINES
Talking about the evaluation of
papers after the CBSE examinations, former chairperson of the
department of English, PU,
Rana Nayar, said, “The examiners are given instructions to the
effect that if an answer is along

TA M P E R I N G O F R E C O R D S

₹4.1-cr unpaid, MD of Punjab
Infotech gets contempt notice
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

MOHALI: A local court on Tues-

day issued a contempt notice to
managing director of Punjab
Information and Communication Technology, Rajay Aggarwal,and assistant superintendent of police (ASP, circle), Khumano, Fatehgarh Sahib,
Navneet Singh Bains, for failing
to comply with court order of
December 30, 2017. Both Aggarwal and Bains have been told to
file their reply on May 28.
The notice was issued by
chief judicial magistrate Deepika on the application filed by
Sukhbir Singh Shergill, a resident of Phase 3A, Mohali, who
had alleged failure on Punjab
Infotech’s part to deposit ₹4.12

SHERGILL ALLEGED
THAT ₹4.12 CRORE WAS
FRAUDULENTLY
CREATED AND INSERTED
IN THE RECORDS OF
PUNJAB INFOTECH
DESPITE NO DUES
PENDING AGAINST HIM
crore with the court.
The case dates back to
January 11, 2017, when Raj
Kumar Sangwan, an official of
Punjab Infotech, Sector 17,
Chandigarh, was booked for
misusing his official position to
destroy and tamper with the
official records of estate division of Punjab Infotech related

to Shergill and his wife’s
property.
Shergill alleged that ₹4.12
crore was fraudulently created
and inserted in the records of
Punjab Infotech despite no dues
pending against him.
A case was registered at the
Phase 1 police station under Sections 465, 466, 467, 468, 471
of the Indian Penal Code and
Sections 409 and 120B were
added later. In December 2017,
the court had told Punjab Infotech to deposit the amount with
the court, but instead they
moved the Punjab and Haryana
high court, challenging the
order, but as no stay was
granted, Shergill moved court
seeking contempt.
All efforts to reach Aggarwal
for her comments failed.

TWO STATES
TV star Vivek
Dahiya loves
Chandigarh as he
feels the city gave
him the best of
both worlds:
The earthiness of
Haryana and the
sophistication of
Punjab

the expected line and the student manages to reproduce
some of the phrases and words
even if the grammar is
incorrect, she/he has to be given
full marks.”
“This is giving a false idea to
the students that they can score
100 in languages; this can never
happen. If one has a 100% competence in languages, what else
would one need? When these
students come to universities,
they cannot express themselves
in a very effective manner,”
Nayar said.
Nayar also said that he was
not in favour of giving 100 marks
to students in language
subjects. “The performance of a
student has to be judged by
expression, language skills,
grammar and several other
aspects. This standardisation
of all subjects cannot go on.
There is no justification for
giving 100 marks in languages,”
he said.

WORK
Former business analyst and model-turnedactor Vivek Dahiya is a well-known television
personality who started out by playing a bit
part in Ye Hai Aashiqui, followed by Ek Veer
Ki Ardaas… Veera, Ye Hai Mohabbatein,
Kavach and Qayamat Ki Raat. He also a won a
reality dance competition, Nach Baliye 8,
which aired on Star Plus, in 2017. Besides TV,
Dahiya also plans to create content for the
web and digital space.

You have to realise your role to deliver the best.
Good diction: That’s essential for an actor
to be successful. You have to have command
over the language and speak clearly without
fumbling.
THE TURNING POINT
Life’s been full of turning points. First was in
2010, when I returned to India from the UK
because of personal reasons. Second, in 2014,
when I left my regular job and came to Mumbai to be an actor, I took a big leap of faith.
Getting married to Divyanka in 2016 and
winning Nach Baliye 8, a television dance
show, in 2017, were the other two major turning points in my life.

HOMETOWN
Chandigarh
FAMILY
His father CR Dahiya is a lawyer, mother
Manju Dahiya is a homemaker and younger
sister Riya Dahiya is a wedding ‘designer’.
Dahiya is married to Divyanka Tripathi, a
famous television actress.

WHAT I OWE TO CHANDIGARH
The word haanji (laughs). I really like this
word. It’s fun, the way we speak over here.
The city has rich cultural and traditional heritage. I know I have the earthiness of Haryana
and sophistication of Punjab, so I can say that
Chandigarh gave me the best of both worlds.

EDUCATION
After passing Class 10 from St Stephen’s
School, Chandigarh, he later moved to Bhavan Vidyalaya, Sector 27, Chandigarh, to complete Class 12. A bachelor in business administration (honours), Dahiya did his MSc in
international business management from De
Montfort University in the United Kingdom.

THINGS I LIKE TO DO WHEN
I VISIT CHANDIGARH
When I visit Chandigarh, I eat paranthas
cooked by mom. I call her from the airport
itself so she keeps the food ready. I am a car
enthusiast, I love the thrill of speed and driving and Chandigarh roads are ideal for that. I
love going on the gehri route and eating out at
Hotel Mountview whenever I am here.

MY AREA OF EXPERTISE
Acting and business

MOHALI COLLEGE
GETS PG COURSE
IN MATHS

MY SECRET SAUCE
I always used to believe that
smart workers were more
successful than those who
spent a lot of time and effort
doing a job. But, with time,
I realised there’s no substitute for hard work.
You have to find out
what interests you and
get going. When you do
something you love,
it’s not work. There’s
no burden but excitement to do more.

MOHALI : Government College,
Phase 6, got an approval
last week to start the post graduation (PG) course in Mathematics
for the students of the
college.
Principal Komal Brocha said
they got an approval from Punjabi University, Patiala, and the
Punjab government.
“It was a long pending demand
of the students to start the course
in the college as they had to go to
colleges located in distant places
in order to pursue the course.
Also, most can’t afford to pursue
the course in a private college,”
she said.
Brocha added that the college
will be having the intake capacity
of around 40 students in the
course, which will begin from
HTC
July 2019-20 onwards.

HOW HAS THE CITY CHANGED
OVER THE YEARS?
There’s no transformation as such but one
can witness a little changes in the city. Chandigarh has grown commercially over time.
There are so many new restaurants and startups coming up here. Also, the traffic in the
city has increased in the past few years.
CHANGES I WOULD WANT
TO SEE IN THE CITY
The IT park should be developed. It should
cater to the employment needs of young professionals. The Chandigarh Industrial and
Tourism Development Corporation (CITCO)
should focus on commercialising and attracting more international tourists to the Sukhna
Lake area by opening up clubs and restaurants over there.

THE MANTRA OF
SUCCESS IN
ACTING
Observation is the
key: Most of acting
skills are acquired by
observing people. Know
yourself and understand
the kind of character you
are in real life.
Realisation: Acting
involves a lot of common sense.

THE BEST ADVICE I’VE EVER GOT
I got it from my father, who said the right path
was always difficult. Another advice that I follow is: Your time is now! This is it. Whatever
you do today will always remain.
AS TOLD TO RIBHA SOOD

Former IAF foreman held for
sexually assaulting teen boy

QUITE A FEET

HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH : A former foreman

with the air force was arrested
on Tuesday for allegedly sexually assaulting the 15-year-old
son of his neighbour in Sector 47.
Police said the accused,
Umesh Chand, 51, inappropriately touched the boy when he
was asleep at his house on the
night of May 4. The boy’s parents
had sent him and his nine-year-

PARENTS HAD SENT THE
BOY AND HIS BROTHER
TO SLEEP AT CHAND’S
HOUSE AS THEIR HOUSE
WAS UNDER RENOVATION
old brother to sleep at Chand’s
house as their house was under
renovation.
As Chand touched him, the
boy fled his house and rushed
back home, where his parents

were asleep. He shared the incident with his mother, who then
approached the police.
Acting on the mother’s complaint, the police booked Chand
under Section 10 (aggravated
sexual assault) of the Protection
of Child from Sexual Advances
(POCSO) Act.
On March 10, Balwinder
Singh, 30, was arrested for allegedly sexually assaulting a
12-year-old boy who took tuitions from him at his house.

PGI prof felicitated
by US paediatric
radiology society
CHANDIGARH : Kushaljit Singh

Sodhi, a professor with the
department of radio–diagnosis,
PGIMER, Chandigarh, was conferred the honorary membership
of the Society of Pediatric Radiology, USA, for his contribution to
child care and development of
paediatric radiology. He is the
first Indian to receive this award
since its inception in 1958. He was
bestowed with the honour in San
Francisco, USA, on May 4. HTC

Panjab University syndicate
to discuss fee hike on May 11
HT Correspondent
n

Artistes performing kathak during the 158th birth anniversary celebrations of Rabindranath Tagore at Tagore Theatre, Sector 18, in
KESHAV SINGH/HT
Chandigarh on Tuesday.

Dental surgeon’s groom flees
with ₹50,000, jewellery, gifts
HT Correspondent
n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

PANCHKULA : Meeting a man

through matrimonial website
“Shaadi.com” turned out to be a
nightmare for a dental surgeon
with the Haryana Medical Services as he fled on the morning of
their wedding day with ₹50,000, a
diamond ring, a gold chain and
valuable gifts.
Police booked the 39-year-old
man for allegedly leaving a hotel
in Sector 1, the venue of his wedding, on Tuesday morning after
the ring ceremony with Bindu
Bansal, a resident of Sector 7, who
is posted at the primary health
centre in Nanakpur, Panchkula.
Bansal in her complaint told
the police that she came in contact with Ravi Kumar in January
2019, through “Shaadi.com”.
He told her that he had lost his
parents when he was very young,
and had a brother and two sisters.

VICTIM MET THE MAN
THROUGH AN ONLINE
MATCHMAKING SERVICE;
HE TURNED UP FOR THE
WEDDING ALL ALONE,
SAYING HIS RELATIVES
WILL ARRIVE LATER
“We met three to four times at
Chandigarh and Delhi. He talked
impressively and I agreed to the
marriage which was fixed on May
6 with the consent of my parents,”
she said.
The wedding was to take place
at Hotel Red Bishop in Panchkula
and the bridegroom’s party was
scheduled to arrive at 4pm on
Monday, but only Kumar turned
up.
“He told us that some of his relatives will join the function later
in the evening. All of my relatives
were surprised to see just the

bridegroom.We waited for his relatives, but no one came,” the complainant said.
As the woman’s family decided
to go ahead with the ring ceremony, her parents gave Kumar a
diamond ring and a gold chain.
“The marriage was scheduled on
Tuesday morning. However
around 6:15 am, he fled from the
hotel. The family found his car
missing from the parking area of
the hotel and his room locked,”
said ASI Karnail Singh, who is
investigating the case.
When the bride-to-be called
him up, Kumar said he had left for
Ambala and later switched off his
mobile. “He has ruined our image
in society and all our expenditure
for arranging the marriage has
been wasted, beside mental torture to me and my old parents,”
Bansal said.
“The accused has been booked
under Sections 406 and 420 of the
Indian Penal Code,” the ASI said.

Air India flight to
Delhi 7 days a
week from May 19
MOHALI : Come May 19, Air India

will extend its 7.05am DelhiChandigarh flight to seven days
a week. Earlier, the flight was
not operating on Sundays.
The flight arrives at Chandigarh International Airport at
6:30am and departs at 7:05am to
reach Delhi at 8am.
MR Jindal, station manager,
Air India, Chandigarh, said the
seven days a week flight will help
passengers in easily transferring to other domestic and international flights due to seamless
transfer of luggage.

THE FLIGHT ARRIVES AT
CHANDIGARH
INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT AT 6:30AM AND
DEPARTS AT 7:05AM TO
REACH DELHI AT 8AM

n

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Members of the
Panjab University (PU) Syndicate will meet on May 11 to take
up the recommendations of a
panel
that
approved
10% fee hike for all traditional
and partially self-financed
courses with some variation for
different courses.
In March this year, the highest proposed fee hike of 70% for
B Pharma and 79% in M Pharma
courses at the University
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences (UIPS) was also approved
by the panel.
Following a protest by the
students on April 11, 2017, it was
decided that the fee will be
increased by only 10%.
The 10% fee hike across the
board has been approved for the
new students in 2019-20, while a
5% hike has been approved for
the continuing students.
The panel had approved a
20% fee hike for bachelors and
masters of engineering courses
at University Institute of
Engineering and Technology
(UIET), 10 to 20% in Bachelor of
Engineering (BE), Master of
Engineering (ME) and Master of
Science (MSc) courses at Dr SS
Bhatnagar University
Institute of Chemical
Engineering and Technology

Proposed fee hike in various courses
On May 11, the syndicate will take up the recommendations of a
panel that approved a 10% fee hike for all traditional and partially
self-financed courses with some variation for different courses
Course

Existing fee
(2018-19)

Proposed fee
(2019-20)

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF PHARMACY (UIPS)
BPharma

₹14,665

₹25,000

MPharma

₹27,825

₹50,000

UNIVERSITY BUSINESS SCHOOL (UBS)
MCom (honours)
MBA for executives
MBA (general, HR, IB)

₹46,795
₹1,04,605

₹56,795
₹1,14,605

₹17,725

₹27,725

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF ENGINEERING AND
TECHNOLOGY (UIET)
BE
ME

₹87,820
₹25,565

₹1,01,620
₹28,175

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY (UICET)
BE with MBA
BE

₹92,385
₹19,915

₹1,01,035
₹21,815

ME
MSc

₹27,825
₹30,335

₹31,380
₹33,935

(UICET).
University Business School
(UBS) had proposed ₹10,000
increase in tuition fee for
Masters of Commerce (M Com

honours), Masters of Business
Administration (MBA general),
MBA (human resources),
MBA (international business)
and MBA (executives)

programmes.
These recommendations
were approved by the panel but
the final call would be taken by
the Syndicate.
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST
DENTAL TEACHER
The Syndicate will also discuss
the letter of a dismissed teacher
of Dr HS Judge Institute of Dental Sciences and Hospital in a
sexual harassment case.
The accused teacher has written a letter to vice-chancellor
(V-C) Raj Kumar to withdraw
his confession, saying that it
was obtained from him under
pressure. He has asked to reconsider the matter and pass a fresh
order after granting a complete
opportunity of hearing him.
Around a dozen students had
complained against the said
teacher who was sacked by the
Senate on November 3, 2018,
also depriving him the option to
seek government employment
elsewhere.
In the upcoming meeting, the
Syndicate will also discuss the
increase in number of seats for
certain courses, introduction of
Bachelor of Arts (BA honours)
and Bachelor of Commerce (B
Com honours) courses in the
department of evening studies,
and grant of paternity leaves to
college teachers.
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PRESSURE
WORK
FORME’
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WHAT’S BREWING?
icky Kaushal and
V
Katrina Kaif may be
more than just friends,
according to speculation.
Karan Johar reportedly
played Cupid, when on his
chat show he told Vicky
(30) that Katrina (35) is
keen to work with him and
they’d look good together.
In fact, during HT India’s
Most Stylish Awards 2019,
actor Ranveer Singh joked
that if a movie were to be
made starring the two, it
will be called Vicky Katrina
in Barcelona. Even Kartik
Aaryan teased the duo at a
recent award show. Both
Katrina and Vicky couldn’t
be reached for comment.
PHOTO: INSTAGRAM/KATRINAKAIF

‘NOT SITTING AT
HOME BECAUSE
OF LACK OF
WORK’

Vicky
Kaushal
PHOTO: PAUL
DAVID MARTIN

F

documented. So I am very
excited,” he says.
The money and expectations
riding on him are surely
peaking — Vicky is also playing
the revolutionary Udham
Singh in Shoojit Sircar’s film
on the latter — but he is not
worried about pressure.
“It’s a good kind of
pressure. There are only two
destinations for an actor —
people will either love your
work or people won’t know
about you, won’t care about
you and hence have no
expectations of you. I am very
clear that I will choose the
former, so I want the pressure.
I am going to use the pressure
for my benefit and make it
work for me. I want to be in a
spot where people expect good
things from me,” says the
Manmarziyaan (2018) actor.
n

snehamahadevan@htlive.com

Dutts want kids to grow up without any pressure
Rishabh Suri
n the professional front,
actor Sanjay Dutt is on a
high, with big-ticket
projects such as Sadak 2 and
Panipat in his kitty. In his
personal life, too, he finds a
source of joy in his twin
children — son Shahran and
daughter Iqra.
Recently, Sanjay and his
wife Maanayata were
beaming because their
children had bagged awards
for a sport they both excel in
— swimming!
“It was a moment of pride
for Sanjay and Maanayata,
who are doting parents and
encouraged Shahran and Iqra
to take up a sport like

O

Juhi Chakraborty
ost aspiring actors
dream of landing a
special project on the
big screen as their first
break. But Harleen Sethi’s
career has panned out a little
differently. The actor’s
showbiz journey started with a
short film and a web series. So,
did she ever try bagging a film
to mark her entry in showbiz?
“Who doesn’t want to be a
film heroine. I do, too. But I
have had a different kind of a
journey and I am very happy
and content with where I am.
Also, I have always turned
down work. Today, if I am
sitting at home, it is not
because I don’t have work, but
because I am not taking up just
about any offer that comes my
way,” shares Harleen, adding
that she does have a plan in
place for her career.
“There are certain roles
that I want to do and for that
to happen, I will have to be
patient,” she adds. But there
is something brewing and the
actor says she will soon make
an announcement. In the
meantime, Harleen is keeping
busy with all kinds of activities
including dance lessons.
“It does get frustrating
waiting for work to come to
you. But one can utilise it to
learn new things during the
period. It is the best time to
hone your skill set. I have
started learning Indian
classical dance. I am trying to
utilise this time more
productively,” the actor says.
And when it comes to films,
Harleen is looking at strong
roles, the taste of which she
got with her web series,
Broken But Beautiful.

rom assisting filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap on
Gangs of Wasseypur
(2012) and making his
acting debut with Luv Shuv
Tey Chicken Khurana — a
Kashyap production the same
year — to graduating to lead
roles in Masaan (2015) and now
Uri: The Surgical Strike, Vicky
Kaushal has come a long way.
Having given up a career as
an engineer long ago when he
realised acting was his true
calling, Vicky says he is much
more confident about his craft,
and has matured as an actor.
“I am immensely confident
today. With every difficult
scene you perform, you
conquer your fears. I have
worked with some big directors
and you learn so much from
them and evolve in beautiful

M

ith a legacy of iconic
television shows such
as Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Ki and Naagin
under her production house,
along with a distinguished
repertoire of movies and web
shows, Ekta Kapoor (43) is
rightly called the czarina of
content in the
Indian entertainment
industry.
And now, as a celebration
of her illustrious work in the
entertainment industry, Ekta
is a LinkedIn Influencer. She
joins the 500+ league of global
leaders across geographies
and fields, such as Bill Gates
and Arianna Huffington, to
name a few. Expressing her
delight, Ekta shares, “Being a
part of the Influencer
community gives me an
opportunity to share my
learnings and inspire others
to find their space in the world
of content. I’m honoured to be

W

ways. It makes you confident,
secure and content in your
space,” says Vicky, who
worked with Rajkumar Hirani
in Sanju and Karan Johar in
Lust Stories last year, and with
Aditya Dhar in Uri.
Dhar’s money-spinner has
undoubtedly catapulted Vicky
into the big league. The actor,
teaming with Karan Johar
again for Takht, feels lucky to
be a part of the period drama,
touted as the filmmaker’s most
ambitious project so far.
“To know that a filmmaker
like Karan Johar is putting his
faith in you is huge. I have a
very delicious part in the film
and it’s going to be a very
immersive journey because
there is no other way to play
this part. It was also my desire
to be a part of a film that goes
back in time and is set in an era
which wasn’t seen and

Sanjay and Maanayata Dutt and
(inset) their kids Shahran
(second from left) and Iqra (third
from right) with friends
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

instagram.com/htcity

Contentczarina
EktaKapoor
getsillustrious
‘influencer’tag

‘Immensely confident’ and ‘secure’, Vicky Kaushal
is cool with the expectations and pressure on him

Sneha Mahadevan

twitter.com/htshowbiz

swimming. Very few people
know that both Sanjay and
Maanyata were veterans in
the sport themselves! Hence,
it was a natural step to
inculcate it in their children
as well. It therefore comes as
no surprise that both children
bagged gold medals at a recent
inter-school swimming
competition,” a source says.
The source adds Sanjay and
his wife are very careful about
giving their children a
sheltered upbringing, away
from the public glare. “They
don’t want their children to
grow up with any kind of
pressure from the attention
they get for being star kids.
Hence, they always encourage
Shahran and Iqra to do
normal things like other
children of their age,” adds
the source.

STOP PRESS
Ankit Gera
and Sara
Khan
PHOTO:
INSTAGRAM/
SSARAKHAN

www.youtube.com/user/ht

Ekta
Kapoor

part of this distinguished
group and I look
forward to engaging
with talented professionals
and entrepreneurs on the
platform.”
Adith Charlie, managing
editor (India), LinkedIn, said,
“We are delighted to welcome
Ekta Kapoor as an Influencer
on our platform. Her
remarkable journey in the
entertainment industry
makes her a strong voice for
entrepreneurs, producers,
and writers across industries.
Her unwavering confidence in
changing the face of Indian
television and pursuing her
dreams will inspire our
members to challenge status
quo.”
Ekta, a single mother
through surrogacy, is a pathbreaking entrepreneur, who
built her business when no
one thought a woman could
rule the production segment.

PHOTO: HTBS
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SARA CONFIRMS PLANS
TO WED ANKIT GERA
V actor Sara Khan, who
recently said on a TV show she’ll
tie the knot in 2019 with a man
whose name starts with ‘A’, has
revealed it is actor Ankit Gera. She
posted their picture on Instagram
with the caption: “#happiness
#love #togetherness #myboo
#forevermine.” Sara married
Ali Merchant in the Bigg Boss
house, but separated soon after.
Ankit earlier dated Adaa Khan.

T

HTC

My husband has always been an
honest man, says Aaliya Siddiqui
Rishabh Suri
he’s the wife of one of the
most-acclaimed actors in
the film industry. And
Aaliya Siddiqui has always
been a pillar of strength to
Nawazuddin Siddiqui. Even
during the phase when the
actor was embroiled in a
controversy, over his memoir
in 2017, which detailed his life
experiences and made
revelations about his affairs
with two female actors. Things
went so out of hand that the
book had to be recalled.
On how it affected him,
Aaliya says, “He had said the
truth. What percentage of
people want to hear the truth in

S

their lives? He had that
courage, he said ‘This was
there in my life’. Ek part sabki
life mein hota hai. There’s a
thing that people didn’t like it,
and they stopped it, but he felt
that he should tell the truth.”
So, has that now made him
reconsider being too honest at
times? “He has always said the
truth. He is like that at home
too. He just said ‘maine bol
diya’. Woh kyun aapki wajah se
apne aap ko badlenge? Unhone
apni pehchaan banayi hai. He’s
a good man, a good father,
husband. Media yeh sab kya
hota hai, mujhe pata nahi tha.
He’s a good son too, he knows
the value of everything,” says
Aaliya,

Aaliya and Nawazuddin Siddiqui
PHOTO: YOGEN SHAH

SANJAY AND HIS WIFE
MAANAYATA WERE
BEAMING BECAUSE
THEIR CHILDREN HAD
BAGGED AWARDS FOR
A SPORT THEY BOTH
EXCEL IN — SWIMMING!

NOTE TO READERS: Some of the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concerned brands. No
sponsored content does or shall appear in any part of HT without it being declared as such to our valued readers.

Harleen Sethi starred in the web
series Broken But
Beautiful
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htcity TIME OUT
Astrologer Prem Kumar Sharma can be contacted at: Delhi: 91-11-26449898,
26489899 (Sat to Mon): Panchkula: 91-172-2562832, 2572874 (Tues to Thurs);
Mumbai: 09223376963 (Last week of every month)

THURSDAY,
MAY 9, 2019

DAILY HOROSCOPE

HINDUSTA N TIMES, CHANDIGARH
T H U RS DAY, M AY 0 9 , 2 0 1 9

Billy Joel: The American singer, known for his hits
such as Uptown Girl (1983) and We Didn’t Start
The Fire (1989), turns 70 today.

On the health front, you will be satisfied
today as you maintain impeccable health.
Financially, you need to understand how
to manage your finances well. Today, you
might feel lethargic and inefficient at
work. You can resent the domineering
ARIES
attitude of a family elder. A lot of
(MAR 21 - APR 20)
travelling is in store for some, so remain
prepared. Property front needs some attention
as a case remains pending for long now.

Being a choosy eater has its merits; it helps
keep you in shape. Financially, you find
yourself stable and secure. You are likely
to evolve better ways to promote
yourself on the professional front today.
A showdown with a family member is
TAURUS
imminent; so control it. Luck favours you
(APR 21 - MAY 20)
on the travel front as you find a perfect
travel companion for a long trip. You are likely
to add a new property to your assets.

Eating right may become your mantra for
remaining healthy. Seniors have high
expectations from you regarding a
project; and you will be able prove them
right. A family youngster will require
your support and guidance to do well
GEMINI
academically. Things remain
(MAY 21 - JUN 21)
uncomfortable from start to end while on a
trip. On the property front, you are likely to
miss an opportunity to earn profit through an ancestral property.

Those suffering from bodily ailments can
hope for a quick recovery. Profitable deals
will come your way and can get the cash
register ringing. Rivalry with someone
at the work front might disturb your
work. Day proves favourable for you to
CANCER
enjoy with family. A trip to a historic place
(JUnE 22 - JULY 22)
might just get shelved because of
disinterest of other family members. Property
by inheritance is likely for some.

Love focus: Love will invite you forth, but you won’t really have time
for it.

Love focus: You may not see eye-to-eye with lover over some issue.
Try not to drag things too far.

Love focus: There is a good chance of falling in love with someone
you had met just a few times.

Love focus: Someone you were in love with may enter your life once
again.

Lucky Number: 1 Lucky Colour: Orange

Lucky Number: 15 Lucky Colour: Turquoise

Lucky Number: 11 Lucky Colour: Sky blue

Lucky Number: 2 Lucky Colour: Lavender

Managing good health will be easy if you
change some of your eating habits. The
day proves profitable in terms of
monetary gain. Everything moves
smoothly on the professional front. On
the family front, don’t repose too much
faith on those you have only casual
acquaintance with. Vising a pilgrimage site
is likely for some. This seems to be not a great
day in terms of buying or selling a property.

Excellent health will be ensured through
self-discipline. Financial crunch that you
have been facing will fade off soon. You
manage to steer clear of petty rivalries
at work. Mental tensions can make
things worse at home for some.
Travelling to a relative’s place to attend a
function might become troublesome for
some. Investing in property will be a
worthwhile deal.

You manage to remain in good physical
condition simply by being regular in daily
workouts. Financial crunch is in the
offing for those involved in overseas
business. Your desire of the best of both
the worlds — work and family — may
LIBRA
not be possible today. You get the best
(SEPT 24 - OCT 23)
opportunity of living your dream as you
embark on an interesting tour abroad. This is
one of those lucky days when you can gain from a deal in property.

Good health will keep you content today
and allow you to have a few binges here
and there. There is a likelihood of facing
some financial crunch today. Your
efficiency at work is likely to impress
those who matter at work. Homemakers
SCORPIO
are likely to take up something that they
(OCT 24 - nOV 22)
might not enjoy much. Travelling for fun is
on the cards for some. A property you are
interested in may be out of the reach of your pocket.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG 23)

VIRGO
(AUG 24 - SEPT 23)

Love focus: Your plans for an outing with lover may have to be
sorted for some other day due to circumstances beyond your control.

Love focus: Lover may not be able to meet frequency levels of your
excitement today. It’s alright, give them their space.

Love focus: To make love life exciting you need to pull out all the
stops.

Love focus: Taking the initiative on the love front is certain to make
your romance rock.

Lucky Number: 9 Lucky Colour: Golden brown

Lucky Number: 3 Lucky Colour: Cream

Lucky Number: 22 Lucky Colour: Violet

Lucky Number: 17 Lucky Colour: Dark turquoise

This is certainly one of your best days in
terms of health. You will manage to
handle your finances well and save, too.
Something you expected to turn out
positive might disappoint you at work.
Your positive outlook will help in making
SAGITTARIUS
home a happy place. Your car might get
(nOV 23 - DEC 21)
into a mess today as a breakdown is likely. A
pending payment being made will allow you to
get possession of your new house.

You will enjoy good health along with
perfect fitness. You may stand to lose
whatever money you have earned
because of your spendthrift nature. At
work, you will be able to get rid of a
feeling of inadequacy to bounce back
CAPRICORN
with confidence. Animosity with a family
(DEC 22 - JAn 21)
member over an issue is imminent. Those in
travel business might not have a very good day.
Bad blood with a family member over a property dispute is possible.

Cease unhealthy activities to remain
healthy. Monetary crisis you have been
facing will cease to exist. You must
showcase excellent skills in the
professional front to climb up high on
the corporate ladder. Enjoying a family
AQUARIUS
picnic cannot be ruled out for some. Plans
(JAn 22 - FEB 19)
may be afoot for holidaying someplace
exotic. A property issue is likely to be decided in
your favour.

Good health is assured for those suffering
for sometime. Financially, you are going
through a critical time; but things will be
better soon. You will be able to diffuse a
tense situation at work. An enjoyable
family reunion is on the cards. It is best to
PISCES
accompany someone who can drive well
(FEB 20 - MAR 20)
along with being a good company while
embarking on your journey. A short and swift
victory is assured for those in a property tangle.

Love focus: Romance will keep you happy and excited today as lover
remains in a very good mood.

Love focus: Love blossoms as cupid’s arrow hits the mark and you
get hooked to the perfect one you deserve.

Love focus: You will succeed in igniting the flames of passion within
your partner.

Love focus: Avoid being too judgemental when it comes to your
romantic aspirations.

Lucky Number: 4 Lucky Colour: Dark slate grey

Lucky Number: 8 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Yellow

Lucky Number: 5 Lucky Colour: Lemon

SUDOKU

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CALVIN AND HOBBES

MATHDOKU

Bill Watterson

SCRAMBLE - 3080
Solve the four anagrams and move one letter to each square to
form four ordinary words

DT I IO
HUISS
TART LY
A D EN B P
Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the
answer to the riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

I dwell iN ____________. - Emily DickiNsoN (11)
SOLUTION SUDOKU

SOLUTION MATHDUKU

Place numbers into the puzzle cells so that each row and column contains each of the digits from 1 to 5. No number is to be repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-outlined cells contain a hint of a number and one of the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number is the result of the operation
represented by the symbol to the digits contained.

SCRAMBLE SOLUTION: Idiot, sushi, rattly, bedpan
ANSWER: I dwell in possibility. - Emily Dickinson

Last seen in Kalank, Hiten Tejwani wants to play a historical figure
Shreya Mukherjee
t goes without saying that
biopics are the flavour of the
season. While many actors
are doing films based on reallife personalities, there are

I

others who have expressed
their desire to do such films.
Actor Hiten Tejwani, who was
last seen in Abhishek
Verman’s Kalank, is also
interested in being a part of the
trend but says he does not want

to rush into things. “I would
love to do a biopic. It can be on
TV, film or web. And why not?
Biopics make for an engaging
watch and the kind of reaction
it gets from everyone is evident
from how popular they become.

But I think it’s really not easy
to play real life characters on
screen and people who do it
with so much conviction
deserve praise,” he says. Hiten
feels that when you have a real
life reference it becomes all the

more important to make the
part look convincing.
“If ever I get an opportunity,
I would lap it up for sure. I am
ready to put in a lot of time and
effort too. It would give me a
different kind of adrenaline,”

ctor Jessica Chastain took
a dig at the makers of
Game of Thrones for
justifying rape and sexual
abuse for the evolution of
Sansa Stark’s character.
In the latest episode, Sandor
‘The Hound’ Clegane tells
Sansa (played by Sophie
Turner) that had she left King’s
Landing with him, she would
not have faced villains like
Petyr ‘Littlefinger’ Baelish and
Ramsay Bolton.
To which Sansa said,
“Without Littlefinger and
Ramsay and the rest, I would
have stayed a ‘little bird’ all my
life,” she says, using his
nickname for her.
Chastain, who will next be
seen in Turner-fronted X-Men:
Dark Phoenix, took to Twitter
Tuesday to call out the series
for crediting Sansa’s
victimisation in order to grow.
“Rape is not a tool to make a
character stronger. A woman
doesn’t need to be victimised in
order to become a butterfly.
The #littlebird was always a
Phoenix. Her prevailing
strength is solely because of
her. And her alone.

A

DID YOU KNOW?
Amitabh BachchaN didN’t charge
aNy moNey for his work iN the 2006
film, DarNa Zaroori Hai, aNd his
shots were all filmed iN oNe day.

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and
each of the 9X9 squares contains all the digits from 1 to 9.

Rapenotatoolto
makerolestronger:
JessicaonGoT
episode
Jessica Chastain PHOTO: JEANBAPTISTE LACROIX/AFP

#GameOfThrones (sic),” the
actor wrote.
Baelish, through the
seasons, manipulated Sansa
according to his needs while
posing as her protector and
mentor. It was, Littlefinger,
who orchestrated the execution
of Sansa’s father Ned Stark,
deaths of Jon Arryn and
Joffrey Baratheon, framed
Tyrion Lannister for the
attempt on Bran Stark’s life
and eventually caused the War
of the Five Kings.
In a severely criticised
development, which was
absent in GRR Martin’s books,
the fifth season of the series
showed Ramsay rape Sansa on
their wedding night.
Turner is yet to respond to
the social media furore against
the latest episode.
PTI

adds the actor.
So who would he like to play
onscreen? Hiten says, “I don’t
have anyone in mind but
playing a popular historical
figure would be interesting.”
n

shreya.mukherjee@htlive.com

Hiten Tejwani was recently
seen in Kalank
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